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Thanks 


Sabina Ostrowska wrote two new units for the Fourth Edition: Unit 46, Travel Bookings and 
Unit 49, Cafés. The publishers would like to thank Sabina for her contribution to this edition. 


English Vocabulary in Use Pre-intermediate and Intermediate 


Introduction 


To the student 


This book will help you learn more than 2,000 words and phrases, and you can use it 
without a teacher. There are 100 units in the book. You can study them in any order, but 
the first four units have information about vocabulary that will help you with your learning. 


Here is what the pages look like: 


Pictures and 
diagrams show 
the meaning of 
some words. 


The left-hand page presents 
the new vocabulary. 


New vocabulary is in bold. 


Example 
sentences help 
you to understand 
new words. 


Exercises 


The right-hand —— | ot 


page practises the 
new vocabulary. = 


There is an example in —[.8 | 


each exercise to help you. 


There is space for you 
to write your answers. 


Over to you is a 
chance for you to 
use the new words 
to write about 
yourself, your life 
and your country. 


After you do the exercises, you can check your answers in the Answer key at the back of the 
book. You will also find possible answers for most of the Over to you exercises. 


The Index at the back of the book has all the new words and phrases from the units, with 
a phonemic transcription to help you with pronunciation. If you have the edition with the 
ebook, you can listen to the pronunciation of all the new vocabulary, and there are more 
practice exercises as well. see p262 for more information about the ebook. 


Itis a good idea to have a dictionary when you use the book. sometimes you may want a 
bilingual dictionary, so you can find a translation; sometimes the book asks you to use an 
English dictionary for an exercise. You also need a notebook when you are studying. The study 
units 1-4 in this book will give you ideas and information to help you to use your notebook 
and become a better learner. | hope you enjoy using this book. 
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To the teacher 


This book can be used in class or for self-study. It is intended for learners at the upper A2 level 
and B1 level on the Council of Europe scale, and teaches more than 2,000 words and phrases. 
The vocabulary is organised around common everyday topics, but also contains units on 
different aspects of language such as phrasal verbs, uncountable nouns and link words and 
phrases. These units provide key information about lexis, but also help to ensure that learners 
are exposed to the most important vocabulary for their level. The first four units are dedicated 
to aspects of vocabulary learning such as record keeping and dictionary use. The book has 
been written so that units can be studied in any order, but | recommend you look at these four 
study units first, as they provide learners with important advice about vocabulary learning in 
general. 


Throughout the book, vocabulary items have been chosen for their usefulness in a wide 

range of everyday situations, and this task has been made easier by having access to the 
English Profile (EP). Forming part of a large research programme sponsored by the Council of 
Europe, the EP helps teachers and students identify the words or phrases that a learner can be 
expected to know at each level of the Common European Framework. The words and phrases 
have mainly been selected using the Cambridge Learner Corpus, examination wordlists and 
classroom materials, and in this book the main focus is on words and phrases at the upper 
end of the A2 level and across the B1 level. 


Much of the new vocabulary (on average about 25 items per unit) is presented through 
different types of text, and then explained immediately after the item appears, or in a separate 
glossary below the text; some words are presented in tables or lists, and contextualised in 
sentence examples; some of the new vocabulary is presented in pictures and diagrams. 


The new vocabulary is then practised on the right-hand pages through a wide range of 
exercise types. These pages generally progress from easier to more difficult exercises, with 
items often tested receptively first, e.g. through a matching or grouping exercise, before 
moving on to more challenging productive exercises such as gap-fill texts or sentence 
transformations. In many units, the final exercise is called Over to you. This indicates 

a personalised exercise, in which learners have an opportunity to use some of the new 
vocabulary to talk about themselves, their lives and their country, and sometimes to express 
their own personal opinions. These make ideal classroom speaking activities for pairs or 
groups, but many of the exercises on the right-hand page can be adapted for speaking 
practice. For example, where there are short question and answer dialogues, students can first 
read the dialogues out loud, then one student can ask the questions, and their partner has 
to respond appropriately using target vocabulary from the unit, but without referring to 

the book. 


There is a comprehensive Answer key at the back of the book, as well as an Index of all the 
vocabulary taught with a phonemic pronunciation guide and a unit reference to where each 
item appears. 


Find more resources for teachers at www.cambridge.org/elt/inuse 


We hope you enjoy using this new edition. 


English Vocabulary in Use Pre-intermediate and Intermediate 


tuy 1 Learning vocabulary 


Using this book 
It's a good idea to have a routine when you use this book. [something you do often and usually in 
the same way] For example: 


- aweekly routine when you study a new unit for at least [not less than] 30-45 minutes; 


e adaily routine when you revise that unit. [study it again] You may only need to revise for 
five or ten minutes each time. 


1.1 Over to 


Write your answers. 


1 How often can you spend at least half an hour or forty- five minutes on a unit? 


2 How often can you revise? How much time can you spend when you revise? Where will you 


BEEN Studying a new unit 


When you are studying a unit for the first time, you need to be active when you are learning. 


* With a new word or phrase, say it aloud [speak it so you can hear it], and repeat it to yourself 
silently [in your head, not speaking]. If you have the eBook that goes with the book, use it to 
check the pronunciation. 

* Usea highlighter pen to mark words you think are important or difficult. 

« Write down new words and phrases in your notebook. (See Unit 2 for 
more information.) 

e Always try to write an example sentence for new words. You can choose an example 
from this book or a dictionary, but an example from your own life will often help you to 
remember a word, e.g. I shared a flat with an Australian girl when I was in London last year. 

* Doexercises in pencil, then you can rub them out (using a rubber) and do them again later. 
This is a good way to revise vocabulary. 


1.2 Over to 


Write your answers. 


1 Which of these things do you do now when you are learning vocabulary? 


=| Revising a unit 


When you are revising a unit one or two days later, it is also important to be as active as possible. 


* Test yourself, e.g. look at a word and cover the meaning. Can you remember what the 
meaning is? If you can't, check the meaning, then come back to the word in five minutes’ 
time and test yourself again. 
* Lookat what you wrote in your notebook when you first studied the unit. Is there any new 
information you want to add, e.g. something about the pronunciation, or a common word 
partner? (See Unit 2.) 
* Diagrams may help you to organise some of the vocabulary differently, and help you to remember it. 
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Who took Let's take a 1.3 Over to 


my pen? break now. 


| took notes 
during the lecture. do you take? 


1.4 


1.5 


1.6 


Expanding* your vocabulary 


Write your answers. 


1 Do you revise vocabulary that you study? If so, 
how often? 


What size shoes 


2 Will you try to revise more often in the future? 
If so, will you use some of the ideas above? 


When you learn a word, e.g. dirty, think of synonyms (syn) [words with a similar meaning] or 
opposites (opp) in your language. Look them up in a bilingual dictionary to find the English 
words, then look up the English words in an English dictionary to check the meaning. From 
this, you will find that the opposite of dirty is clean, and you may also find filthy [very dirty]. 
* making something bigger 


Using this method, find opposites for the words in bold. 


NOON 4» C0 N20 FE 


My room is very clean. opp „dirty — 

It’s a permanent job. 0pp, eee. 

He was kind to all of his animals. opp... 
Babies have very soft, smooth skin. opp... 
Where's the entrance? opp 
Was the bird dead? opp... 
Did they accept the invitation? opp 


RF ARRRTRERERRAERRRERHA AT ERATEMT ERE Hn 


FETEREEFSETEETATAFEETERTRFEERATESEFIERET, 


Building word families (see Units 70-72) will also help to expand your vocabulary. From a 
noun, verb or adjective, you can often find related words in the dictionary with a similar 
meaning. So, you can often learn two or three words, and not just one, e.g. argue v - have 
an angry discussion; n - argument. 


Use a dictionary to find the related parts of speech for the words in bold. 


NoOOBPWN n 


We mustn't argue. | noun ees 

| will have to revise this unit. noun... 

Is there a choice? verb... ess 

| want to expand my vocabulary. MOU „sss 
The two boys are very different. noun verb 


They need to communicate more. noun 


fesseasassessssssesasunesesensessesssene ities METI it iit 


Try to read and listen to English as much as possible. The more you read and listen, the 
more you will learn. When you read, try to: 

- Highlight or underline interesting new words. 

- Highlight words if they are familiar but you can’t remember the meaning. 

There is a lot of spoken English on the Internet which you can play again and again. 
Try to make a note of interesting words and look up the meaning. 


Over to 


Now choose a unit that interests you. Study the left-hand page, then do the exercises in 
pencil. Wait for at least 24 hours, revise the unit, then answer these questions. 


1 How many answers did you get right the first time? 


2 How many answers did you get right the second time? 


English Vocabulary in Use Pre-intermediate and intermediate 


Keeping a vocabulary notebook 


wer 
What do you do? We | 


This is what some students do. 


cup saucer mug 


RAFAEL | write down new English words and phrases in my notebook, and 
next to each one | write a Spanish translation. | usually write down if 
a word is a noun, verb, adjective, and so on. 


KAZUO [sometimes write a word in phonemics because English pronunciation 
is very difficult for me. But my notebook is a mess [nothing is in a good 
order; syn untidy]. | like to draw pictures. 


EUN | sometimes make a note of new words in my notebook, but | often 
forget [don't remember]. | usually write a translation, and sometimes | 
write example sentences as well. 


ANDREY [ve got a notebook. I don’t use it much but when | do, | try and list words 
by topic, so | put all the animals together, and all the clothes words 
together, and so on. | find it’s easier to remember the words this way. 


DONATA |note down new words and phrases. Sometimes | translate them 
into Polish, and sometimes | write an explanation [a description of what 
something means] in English if it is not difficult. For example: 
kitten — a very young cat 


Tips for your notebook 
A tip is a piece of advice to help you. Here are some tips for your notebook. 


* Putwords from one topic in the same place, e.g. food in one place, clothes in another, etc. Don't 
mix them up [put them together with no order]. You can also have grammar topics, e.g. 'uncountable 
nouns’, or a page for words that all have a connection, e.g. words and phrases that were all in a 
story you read in English. Some words and phrases will go in more than one topic. 
* Ifyou can’t find a topic for a new word or phrase, e.g. useful or in particular, put them in a different place 
in your notebook, e.g. a page for each day or each week, or perhaps one page for every English lesson 
you have. Write the date clearly at the top, e.g. Monday 14" May. 
«e When you write down new vocabulary, write a translation if it is necessary [you need it; opp 
unnecessary], but also write the meaning in English if it is possible, or draw pictures. 
- If possible, add synonyms, opposites, other parts of speech, etc. (See Unit 1.) 
awful adj - terrible (syn dreadful) 
enjoy v = like something and get pleasure from it n = enjoyment adj = enjoyable 

« Example sentences help you with the grammar of a word, or with word partners (collocations). 
| enjoy living in a big city. (NOT | enjoy tedive in a big city.) (See Units 87-8.) 
| spent two weeks in Rome. (NOT | passed two weeks in Rome. You spend time in a place.) 
(See Unit 74.) 

» Remember, words often have more than one meaning that you need to know, e.g. a tip is also 
money that you give, for example, to a waiter for serving you in a restaurant. 
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2.1 


2.2 


2.3 


2.4 


e St d 
Exercises ne 


Organise the words into the topics below. One word can go in two different topics. 
Use a dictionary to help you. 


diet branch  laythetable | countv digv ground flour  addup 
raw leaf minus butcher thousand frozen zero butterfly 


| numbers 


Explain these words in English, or draw a picture, or if you think an explanation is too 


difficult and a drawing is not possible, write a translation instead. 
1 raw “ot cooked 


RRRVRRETESERETERARERRRRATERERRRERERERERRRTERERRRTERERRRURTERAERARTERTERETERATERRRTERARRRRRATERAERRYARRARARERTERAERERERRAERRRRTERETAATERTRRRRRERERERRRTERRRRRTEAARRRSRRTARARRRETERTERAERARARRARARERTERATAMAHHREFATATATATEATEME 


RESTERERREFEERERAETESTERERETERERERERETRERARREEREERAERRERTRRERSTERYRRERRTERERREEERERATERTERERSERRATETERETERERRREERTERARERTERERREERYRERERETAEFAREEERTRERERRRTRFERSEREFERERERHTHEMATEMVHITAMATERTVEMERETEHATAHEHHEMATHH PHI 


o NOURA CQ) h2 
ze 
o 
c 
^ 


What information could you include with these words? The answers are all on the 
opposite page. 


ZI, ee ea AEE ee 
CANI [a Mme — ——————Á 
4 translato. — assesses er Du ce dan iaia a C EA LE x 


Over to 


Answer the questions. If possible, compare your answers with someone else. 


1 Look again at what the students said on the opposite page. What are the good things that 
they do? Underline them. 


2 Do you do all of these things? 
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Using a dictionary 


What dictionaries do I need? 

A bilingual dictionary [using two languages] is easy for you to understand, and quick and 

easy to use. A dictionary in English will give you reading practice in English and many more 
examples of how words are used. If possible, use both. These are good dictionaries in English 
for your level, and most of them are available online: 

Cambridge Learner's Dictionary Oxford Wordpower Dictionary 

Longman Active Study Dictionary Macmillan Essential Dictionary 


BI Information in dictionaries 


If you look up a word [find a word in a dictionary] using the Cambridge Learner’s Dictionary, the 
information is shown like this: 


pronunciation eee part of speech 

using (= noun) 

phonemic 1 hat 

symbols (see fun [U] tells you that fun 
. is uncountable (see 

page 247) 1 enjoyment or pleasure, or something 2 for fun/for the fun of it Unit 86) 

T ———- that gives you enjoyment or pleasure for pleasure and not for any other reason 

i eeuntion She’ bts bearer ee fixed phrases using 

explains the e's in Tun to be with. 3 make fun of sb/sth TUAE ME ic ery 

eee eve TUI (= Eoy yoursel to make a joke about someone or in bold (see Units 

bold italics Boot fun having to work late every something in an unkind way. 15-6) 

show common l The other children at school used to——— examples are in 

word partners make fun of his hair. italics 


(see Unit 74) 


3.1 Correct the spelling mistakes. Use a dictionary to check your answers. 


1 allways SL EE EIE E 6 confortable Gasse cere 

2 realy ero E T accomodation neeaae Ee E ER ER EE 
SX antontunatly/ net caste een eases 8 beaütifüll eee cee cere 

4 expecially ———— ÀYUn 9 unbeleivable  .............. 
5 cloths peewee eee 10 neccesary Te ean 


3.2 Inthe word island /‘ailond/, the letter ‘s’ is silent (not pronounced). Use your dictionary to 
find the silent letters in these words. 


1 knee 2 comb 3 castle 4 salmon 5 receipt 


y- T 


a? Defining words 


‘Defining words’ are words that dictionaries use when they define [explain] the words in the 
dictionary. Some of these are quite common. 


emphasise [give something more attention and importance], e.g. My teacher has always 
emphasised the importance of writing down new words in a notebook. 

relating to or connected to/with [having a relationship with someone or something], 

e.g. musical is connected with / related to music 

amount [how much there is of something], e.g. £5 million is a large amount of money. 

official [done by the government or someone in authority], e.g. A passport is an official document. 
behave [do or say things in a particular way], e.g. People can behave strangely when they’re nervous. 


12 English Vocabulary in Use Pre-intermediate and intermediate 


3.3 


3.4 


3.5 


e St d 
Exercises d 


Complete the dictionary definitions using words from the box. 


conRected-.with emphasise relatingto behave official amount 


1 industrial / in'dastriol/ 1 adjective connected with industry 

2 sum /sam/ noun [C] an .............. of money 

3 pretend /pri tend/ verb [LT] to ne as if something is true when it is not 

4 certificate /s5' tifikot/ noun [C] an „sessen document that gives details to show 
something is true 

5 notat all /not ot 2:1/ used instead of ‘no’ or ‘Not’ to... what you are saying: 
I'm not at all happy about it 

6 legal /'lixgol/ adjective ,............................. the law 


Using a dictionary 

« When you use a dictionary to check the meaning of a word, put a tick (v) next to it. Each 
time you return to a page with a tick, see [find out] if you remember the word. 

* When you meet a new word or phrase in a text, first try to guess the meaning [try to think of 
the meaning when you don't know it]. Then, use a dictionary to see if your guess was correct. 

. Don'tjust read the dictionary definition. Example phrases and sentences show you how a 
word or phrase is used, and they help you to understand the meaning more clearly. 

- Ifyou look up a word in a bilingual dictionary and get two or three different translations, 
check these words in an English dictionary to see which translation is the best one for 
the situation. 

- Remember that many words have more than one meaning. The first meaning in the 
dictionary is not always the one you want. You may need to read through the different 
meanings. 


Answer the questions, and use an English dictionary to check the answers. 


What does puppy mean? „tsa very young dog. — ess 
Is the correct spelling organize or organise? 
What part of speech is extremely? 
What kind of noun is advice? Las esset titii titi potins 

What preposition follows the verb rely? — .......... 

Look up friend, and then the words in bold that are often used with it. Can you complete these 
phrases? She's an friend; he's my friend; you friends with people. 


RRRRERRSERESERATERERRERRREERTERERRRSTERERRARRERERERRERRATARERETERERRETERERRRSEREARATERTATATEREARIHPATERRREREPEA ERE E. 


oC» C0) Nn 


sessssssasssensensesassa | 77 07 7007) Mie METI Tt | bt’ ie Meee Tr 


Match the sentences on the right with the different meanings of post on the left. 


e^o 

post! /Deost/ noun 1 He'sapplied for a 

post overseas. 

1 [no plural] UK (US mail) 3 [c] formal 2 Did you send the 
the system for sending letters, a job cheque by post? 
parcels, etc A part-time post. 3 | tied the flag 
Your letter is in the post. A teaching post. to a post. 

I’m sending the documents by post. 4 4 Wehaven't 
Pole Ht) had any post yet. 

2 [u] UK (US mail) a long, vertical piece of wood or 
letters, parcels, etc that you send metal fixed into the ground at 
or receive one end. 

Has the post arrived/come yet? | found the dog tied to a post. 
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Study 
unit 4 


14 


English language words 


Parts of speech 
CCI have a brown leather chair by the window, and | often sit there 
in the morning to listen to music.99 


In the sentence above, / is a pronoun; chair, window, morning 
and music are all nouns; have, sit and listen are verbs; brown 
and leather are adjectives; often is an adverb; by and to are 
prepositions; the is a definite article; a is an indefinite article; 
and is a conjunction or link word. 


Here are two more examples: 


66 We saw an elephant at the zoo yesterday.99 
Elephant and zoo are nouns; saw is a verb; at is a preposition; 
an is an indefinite article; the is a definite article. 


Cit was a cold night, so | walked quickly.99 
Was and walked are verbs; cold is an adjective; night is a noun; quickly is an adverb; so is a link 
word. 


Grammar 

When you are learning vocabulary, you need to know certain things about different words; for 
example, if nouns are countable, e.g. books, apples, chairs; or uncountable, e.g. information 
(NOT infermatiens), advice (NOT advices). (See Unit 86.) 

With verbs, you need to know if they are regular, e.g. work, live, etc; or irregular, e.g. go/went, 
take/took. You will also need to learn the grammar of phrasal verbs, e.g. take something off, 
wake up. (See Units 79-80.) 

You also need to learn certain groups of words as phrases, e.g. at the moment, never mind, see 
you later. (See Units 75-6.) 


Word building 

In the word uncomfortable, un- is a prefix, and -able is a suffix. Other common prefixes 
include in- and dis-, e.g. incorrect and dislike. Common suffixes include -ment and -ive, e.g. 
improvement and attractive. (See Units 70-72.) 


Pronunciation 

Dictionaries show the pronunciation of a word using phonemic symbols, e.g. book /bok/, before 
/br'fo:/, cinema /'sinom»/. 

Every word has one or more syllables, e.g. book has one syllable, before has two syllables, 
cinema has three syllables. 

It is important to know which syllable to stress, e.g. on before it is the second syllable 
(be'fore), on cinema it is the first syllable ('cinema). The vertical mark ' shows where the 
stressed syllable begins. 


Punctuation 

Every sentence must begin with a capital letter and end with a full stop. Some sentences 
have a comma, which often shows a pause [when you stop reading or speaking for a short time] in 
a long sentence. Did you also know that a question must end with a question mark? 
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e St d 
Exercises m 


Put the words into the correct columns. 


noun comma  phonemicsymbol adverb stress 
question mark syllable preposition — fullstop adjective 


parts of speech | punctuation | pronunciation 


noun 


There is one word missing in each line of the text. Where does the missing word go? 
What could it be? What part of speech is it? 


Last year | went to for my holiday. | spent the first 1 Spain (noun) 
week Seville staying with a couple of friends, and page eee 
then | a train to Barcelona, where | spent another " RNORERFIRRRAREINR 
ten days. It is beautiful city and I had a marvellous d c 
time. I stayed in a very hotel right in the centre, but 5 TE CN sere ee 
| didn’t mind spending a lot money because it was a Ü appetite 
wonderful and it was very convenient. My brother was p ape IER 
the person who recommended it; he goes Spain a lot A—  — 
and he stays anywhere else. | may go back next year Ü- sssccccucc ca 
if have enough time. lU gasan 
Answer the questions. 
1 What type of verb is break? an ireqular verb 
2 What does a sentence begin with? sss " 
3 What do you put at the end of every sentence? sessen 
4 What’s missing Hefe. 2aicssmedmdiatEeedequmm 
5 What shows you there is a pause in the middle of a long sentence? srn 
6 What type of noun is butter? |... 
7 What type of verbs are pick somebody up and grow up? 
8 What are full stop and comma examples Of? oo cssmstntananenennen 
9 How do dictionaries show the pronunciation Of a word? e s 


m 
j=) 


Is the ‘a’ in phrase pronounced the same as can, can’t or late? 


SOLE EERE EEE EE EERE EERE EEEOERTEEETER EERSTE EERO ES 


Mark the stress on each word. How many syllables are there? 


‘English 2 informal opposite syllable 
decide adjective education pronunciation 


Look at these words and answer the questions. 
cheap dangerous kind lucky 


1 What part of speech are these words? aajectives —  — 
2 Can you change the first two words into adverbs? 1, ccc tec 
3 Is the pronunciation of kind like wind (noun) or find (verb)? |... 

4 What prefix do you need to form the opposite of the last two words? 


5 What suffix makes a noun from kind? 


TREN ETRE RATER ERS E RET EEO R RTE EERE EET 


D 
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Who speaks what where? 


country 


Australia 
Brazil 

China 

Egypt 
France 
Germany 
Greece 
Israel 

Italy 

Japan 
(South) Korea 
Poland 
Russia 

Saudi Arabia 
Spain 
Switzerland 
Thailand 
Turkey 


| nationality 


Australian 
Brazilian 
Chinese 
Egyptian 
French 
German 
Greek 
Israeli 
Italian 
Japanese 
Korean 
Polish 
Russian 
Saudi Arabian 
Spanish 
Swiss 
Thai 


Country, nationality and language 


| language 


the UK (United Kingdom)* British 
the USA (United States of America) American 


| come from Argentina, so lm Argentinian and my first language is Spanish. The capital is 
Buenos Aires, which has a population of more than 10 million people. 


*the UK (England, Scotland, Wales and Northern Ireland) 


Common 


He's English. (NOT He's english.); We ate French food. (NOT We ate Franee food.) 


| went to the USA. (NOT I went te-JSA.) | also visited the UK. (NOT | also visi#ted UK.) 


Parts of the world 

The continents in the world are Europe, Africa, Asia, North America, South America, 

Australia [Australia and New Zealand] and Antarctica. 

We also use these terms for different parts of the world: 

the Middle East (e.g. United Arab Emirates, Saudi Arabia), the Far East (e.g. Thailand, Japan), the 
Caribbean (e.g. Jamaica, Barbados), Scandinavia (Sweden, Norway, Denmark, Finland). 


The people 
When we are talking about people from a particular country, we add 's' to nationalities ending 
in ‘-i’ or ‘-(i)an’, but we need the definite article (the) for most others. 


The British / The French fes - 


Brazilians/Russians SIC 
The Swiss / The Japanese 


Thais/Israelis 


With both groups we can also use the word ‘people’, e.g. Brazilian people, British people, etc. 
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5.1 


5.2 


5.3 


5.4 


5.5 


5.6 


Exercises 


Answer the questions. 


What nationality are people from Poland? ECL MA 
What nationality are people from Thailand?  .................. 
What language is spoken in Spain? 

Where do people speak Hebrew? 

Where do people speak Mandarin? 

What language is spoken in Brazil? 
What language is spoken in Egypt? s 

What nationality are people from Germany?  ......... sss 
Write down three countries whose first language is English. 
Write down three languages spoken in Switzerland. 


n 


Ma has hh a ha hae eaa ehh hash hh tht 


WO ONDA OT BW N 


m 
[e») 


APRN E REET LENORE EERE REET EEE E ETERS RETESET RETEST ESE ERET EET ENT EERE RRE SRE E REE ER SEEN EERE R ETERS 


What parts of the world are these countries in? Write the continent, e.g. Europe, or the 
area, e.g. the Far East. 


1 Germany £e. 4. es) We acc EE 
2 Japang SHB: [a tte] (of: [preety eee caer etree 
3 Saudi Arabia uenssdpasiiatedeaad iata 6 -Argentinaren 


Underline the main stress in the words in the box, and practise saying them. Use the 
pronunciation in the index to help you. 


Brazilian Japan Egyptian Arabic Scandinavia 
Chinese Portuguese Australia Saudi Arabia 


Write the answers. 


1 Bangkokis the capital of Thailand ss . 4 Moscow is the capital of 
2 Ankara is the capital of 
3 Seoul is the capital of 


spesssssssssssssessessssssosseressssesse © 


5 Buenos Aires is the capital of 
6 Athens is the capital of 


sesssssssossesasssessssssesesessessesssso 0 M EMINENS SIMI NM I9 SIS SYAMIL NIS qusssessossosthstossssesessssssoneoss * 


Complete the sentences with the name of the people from the country on the right. 


1 lve worked a lot with „e French n FRANCE 

2 I know lots of |... GERMANY 

3 We doa lot of business with oo. esses ; JAPAN 

4 | used to know a lot Of |... ISRAEL 

5 I have always found „sss very friendly. BRAZIL 

6 People often say that |... are very reserved. BRITAIN 
Capra cr eee are very organised. SWITZERLAND 
8 Imetalot of ssnin on my trip to Moscow. RUSSIA 


Over to 
Answer the questions for you, then ask a friend - if possible, someone from a different 
country - and write their answers. 


1 What’s your nationality? 
2 What’s the capital city and population of your country? 


3 What’s your first language? 


4 What other languages do you speak? 
5 Which countries have you visited? 
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6 The physical world 


The Krubera- 
Voronja Cave 


y Beijing-Hangshou 


Grand Canal 


The Angel Falls 


-~ 


Language 


DID YOU KNOW...? 


Two thirds of the surface’ of the 
Earth?, is covered in, water. 


El Azizia in Libya is the hottest place 
in the world, where temperatures 


of over? 57 °C (57 degrees Celsius) 
have been recorded. 


The coldest place on earth is probably 
Vostok in Antarctica, which reached a 
temperature of minus 89 *C. 


The Krubera-Voronja Cave near the 
Black Sea coast in Georgia, is the 
deepest cave in the world. It is over 
2000 metres deep. 


!the top or outside part 


?the planet we live on 


The Beijing-Hangzhou Grand 
Canal is the longest canal in the 
world. It is 1,794 kilometres long. 


The highest waterfall in the world 
is the Angel Falls in Venezuela. It 
is 979 metres high. 


The Amazon Rainforest is the 
largest rainforest in the world, 
covering 40% of the South 
American continent. 


The Pacifi c is the largest ocean 
in the world, and is nearly twice the 
size of the Atlantic Ocean. 


? more than 


Cover can mean that something is over something else, e.g. The surface was covered in water; The 
ground was covered with snow. Cover can also refer to the size of something, e.g. The Amazon rainforest 
covers 4096 of South America, or the distance you travel, e.g. We covered ten miles in one day. 


Geography 


Switzerland consists of [is made or formed from] three main geographical regions [areas in 

a country or the world]: The Swiss Plateau, The Jura, and The Alps. Switzerland is a land of 
contrasts [big differences], with completely different landscapes [the appearance of an area 

of land]. The climate [weather conditions] can also change within a very short distance. For 
example, Ascona in the south has an almost Mediterranean climate, but the Dufour Peak in 
Valais has a very cold climate. The distance between the two is just 70 kilometres. 
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north 


north-west 


north-east 


Exercises 


6.1 Look atthe map of Switzerland and complete the sentences. 


1 Zurich is “the north s 
2 The Jura mountains are eee 
3 Geneva IS gece Mid dd ; 
4 StGallen IS-assssndi pit cd o oc GU M iTi f 
5. Baselis nE ' 
6 Lake Constance is pe i i iM : 
T. Locarno opens te cus E EE : 
6.2 Test your knowledge. Can you complete these sentences without looking at the opposite 
page? 
1 Two thirds ofthe ,547466 sss of the Earth is covered in water. 
2 Vostok in Antarctica is the V ——"————"——"—X " 
3 ELAzizia in Libya is TIC... nneenmsenasosnetsitaesininieselintetesneisitsonsaseansi : 
A The Krubera-Voronja .......... is the deepest in the world. 
5 The Beijing-Hangzhou Grand le is the longest in the world. 
6 At 979 metres the Angel Falls is the highest „n in the world. 
f ThëAmazon isthe TATE est sssmensima Miti a : 
8 The largest ................. in the world is the Pacific. 
9 Iheugsicaucttinccen we live on is called the Earth. 
6.3 Complete the sentences. 
1 Mount Everest is the highest mountain in the Lu MM i 
2 In the autumn, the ground is „sssr in leaves that have fallen off the trees. 
3 You find this animal in the semi-desert ,............. sss of Australia. 
4 Brazil iS a country of... : large empty areas inland, and cities near the coast. 
5 The Amazon rainforest ,............. e 4096 of the South American continent. 
6 Mountains and lakes are typical of the ss in Switzerland. 
7 Itwasafreezing night. The eese. was well below zero. 
8 Switzerland... ofthree main geographical regions. 
9 It takes the moon just under 28 days to go round the ...................... : 
10 People say Cape Town in South Africa has a wonderful „sss : sunny for much of the 
year, and never too hot or very cold. 
11 The... from London to Paris is 340 kilometres; that's less than the 
MEM from London to Edinburgh. 
12 When the temperature fell to ,............... 10 ada me ec Celsius, all the schools in the 


town closed. 


6.4 Over to 


Answer the questions about your country and your region. 
1 What are the highest and lowest temperatures? 


2 Do you like the climate? 


3 Are there any regions which have a very different landscape from the rest of the country? 


4 Do you have any long canals, or famous caves or waterfalls? 
5 How would you describe the landscape in the region where you live? 
6 What's the distance from the place where you live to the next big town? 
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Weather 


Weather conditions 
Notice that it is very common to form adjectives by adding -y. 


noun | adjective noun | adjective | verb 


snowy it’s snowing 


There are common word partners to describe weather conditions: 


It was very cloudy this morning, but the sun came out after lunch. [appeared] 
The accident happened in thick fog [bad fog]. 

We had some heavy rain at the weekend. [a lot of rain; opp light rain] 

There was a strong wind when we were on the boat. [a lot of wind] 

The wind has blown all the apples off the tree. 

It rained in the morning, but the sky was clear by lunchtime. [no clouds] 

It’s been extremely cold today. [very; also extremely hot/windy]| 


Rain and storms 

For heavy rain we often use the verb pour, e.g. pour with rain. For short periods of light or 
heavy rain, we use the noun shower. A storm is heavy rain with strong winds. 

It poured with rain this afternoon. 


Look, it's really pouring (with rain) now. pw 
We had a couple of heavy/light showers this morning. + M 
A period of hot weather sometimes ends with a thunderstorm. 4 

First it becomes very humid [the air feels very warm and wet], Nee. 2 


then you hear thunder and see lightning, and it's followed by heavy rain. 


Temperature* 


-40-30-20-10 0 10 20 30 40 


«C 


d Lons bonlo den lenders sash sodas toaskonten thesten! 


-40-30-20-10 0 10 20 30 40 


2 PE TET TO PS Pa er dud *C 


40 degrees Celsius 10 degrees below zero 
boiling hot warm not very warm cold freezing 
[very hot] (also cool) (also chilly) [very cold] 


* how hot or cold it is 


Language 


Cool can either mean slightly cold in a negative way, e.g. We've had a cool summer; or slightly cold in 
a pleasant way, e.g. The water in the pool was lovely and cool. 


Mild is often used in a positive way to describe weather that is not as cold as usual, e.g. It’s been a 
mild winter. 


English Vocabulary in Use Pre-intermediate and intermediate 


7.1 


1.2 


7.3 


1.4 


7.5 


Exercises 


Match the words on the left with the words on the right. 


Non 250€ N HL 


a sunny a with rain 
heavy [ | b fog 

astrong [ | c sky 

a clear C] d and lightning 
pour C] e day 

thick C] f rain 
thunder | | g wind 


Write short sentences to describe the weather conditions in each picture. 


CONDO AUNE 


When it’s foggy, you need sunglasses. fase When its foggy you cant see very Well eese 
Its nice to sit outside when it’s freezing. eascaseasia EMEN VAMG lta aan MM MMMMME 
If you’re boiling, you might enjoy a swim. 
Ashoweris d Uy SO wind aa a a i MC ee 
If it’s chilly, you may want to put on Cig a a a a EC CA 
If it's humid, the air will be very dry. ecasgumetndetot ente M HN EAM NIE MNMD DINEM MMC CE 
A mild winter means it is colder than usual. ,,,sessstu tibl VETEREM EAK ERATES UR DRM EM ORBI ME M M IMME 
If it rains, the road will be wet. 


DO 


RARAERARATRARARRATRATRATERTARARRAERATRATREATAREORRARRATRATRATAAEATERTAHRARRATASRARRATRATEREATARRRARATRATRATAREARERRARRATRARRATAREATAARHERATAARRARATRATAH EE SEE OED 


Complete the sentences. 


O AUNE 


O CON O 


We had really thick „LZ this morning. 

| don't mind wet weather if it stays quite mild. | just hate the |... . 

We had a heavy s this morning, but it only lasted a few minutes. 

it WaS — with rain when we left the house. 

It was Minus ten ,....... eee ees in New York yesterday. It is often below ,.............. „here 
in winter tS sc ae cold! 

It's getting very humid. We might have a oc ee eee later. 

It was cloudy and grey this morning, but whenthesun oo out it was quite hot. 
What's the ,..... es today? It feels much colder than yesterday. 

It was hot sitting in the sun, but under the beach umbrella it was nice and ..........ss 


Over to 


Do you have these weather conditions in your country? When do you have them? 


humid weather storms and thunderstorms strong winds 
thick fog temperatures below zero showers 
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Animals and insects 


Pets and farm animals 

In the UK, many people keep pets [animals that live with people]. The most common are 

dogs and cats, but people also keep birds, e.g. parrots, that are usually in a cage. Children 
sometimes keep mice (sing mouse) and rabbits. Some people keep more unusual animals as 


pets, e.g. frogs, snakes and spiders. 
l rabbit 

A donkey spider 

| n 


| | 2C oat 
-A | - Ý go 
DUM "e - 
d ^'^ snake t | 


Farms in the UK may have sheep, pigs, cows, horses, donkeys, chickens, goats and a bull. 


Wild animals 

The pictures show a number of wild animals [animals that normally live in natural conditions]. If you 
are lucky, you may see these animals in the wild [living free], but you will probably see them in a 
zoo. Some of these animals, for example tigers, are now quite rare [not often seen or found]. It is 
important that we protect [keep safe] these endangered animals. 


leopard 


elephant 


mosquito fly butterfly 


Many different creatures [living things, e.g. animals] live in the sea. 


dolphin = " i 
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8.1 


8.2 


8.3 


8.4 


8.5 


Exercises 


Put the words into the correct columns. 


goat monkey goat fly bull bee elephant pig 
mosquito tiger donkey camel ant leopard butterfly 


farm animals | wild animals | insects 


goat 


Look at the underlined letters in each pair of words. Is the pronunciation the same or 


different? Use the index to help you. 


1 whale water diferent. — s. 6 goat giraffe ss 
2 cat camel SWE eee 7 spider wild e 
3 bear bee 8 camel snake 


DD LL Z 1ll2"ll^ Dg ba A —-—U—lll SESS 


A leopard mosquito ee ecccessessnseneenseenen 9 leopard shark - gecesi 
5 lion tiger aesssssdEibsteuidque 10 monkey frog sesers 
Complete the sentences. 

1 Cats and dogs are the most common LÉ s. in the UK. 

2 PVE only seen Ọs animals in zoos or on TV. 

3 I don’t like keeping birds in a „sssr ; they need more space. 


4 | hate ants and mosquitos. In fact, | hate all... . 
5 |t's hard to see tigers in the wild because they are now 
6 Some animals are disappearing, so we must 


MEFRREATERSERATERTERATERTRHA EAT Ea 


Mea TEeERRTERETRSEeERATREEHATESETEH E FR 


Start each sentence with a suitable creature from the opposite page. 


1 a eee can swim very long distances. 

L— are very clever and are similar to humans. 

c EEEE can travel through the desert for long distances without water. 

4 MEI can be 25 metres in length. 

 p— can eat leaves from tall trees when they are standing on the ground. 
CREER sometimes change their skin several times a year. 

C ile can pick things up with their trunk. 

ONES are kept as pets, usually in cages, and some can even talk! 


Over to 


Answer the questions. If possible, compare your answers with someone else. 
1 Have you got any pets? What pets? 
2 Have you ever seen animals in the wild? What did you see? Where? 


3 How do you feel about birds in cages and wild animals in zoos? 


4 Are you frightened of any creatures, e.g. mice? 
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9 The body and movement 


TY Parts of the body 


The outer part of the body is covered in skin. Too much sun is bad for your skin. 


forehead 


shoulder 


breast 


Imm Movements with your mouth, face and head 


People breathe through their nose or mouth. You breathe in and out about 12-15 times a 
minute. 

People smile when they're happy, and sometimes smile at people to be polite. 

People laugh at things which are funny. 

People sometimes cry if they're very unhappy, or receive bad news. 

People in some countries nod their head [move it up and down] to mean ‘yes’, and shake their 
head [move it from side to side] for ‘no’. 

People often yawn when they're tired, and sometimes when they're bored. 


Common expressions 


shake hands 
with someone 


comb your 
hair 


blow your 
nose 


wave to 


fold your 
arms somebody 
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9.1 


9.2 


9.3 


9.4 


Exercises 


Find ten more words for parts of the body, either across or down. 


RETRRRERRRRRERSRRRTARERERTERRRRRRERTARER 0000000000000 NER RENT RNR NT RRR EERE ORE R ERROR 
MWETSERARESERERREERRTEEFTEEREERA ER TREO ERED = ——— NNER TENNER TRENT RTE TREE RR EERE RE E® 
RRTRRTRERERERRRSRRRTEERRRRERERRRRAREERRRRR == NA ERNNETTN TRENT RRR EERE RRR EERE EET 
ree | LOCOCO roy 
prerrrrreet irr irir lire it itl |) | iT OOCC CC HER Her hn 


Perr ry 


Match the words on the left with the words on the right. 


1 shake a your hair 
2 wave C] b your nose 
3 comb C] c to somebody 
4 fold C] d your head 
5 blow L3 e hands 

6 nod [] f your arms 
Label the picture. 

1 „forehead, 

na — rs 

ee 
LERNEN 

5 


FEE EEREEET ERE EENEEE ERR OEEE EEE ENEST ERROR ESTEE EE ES 


What do these actions often meen (There may be several possible answers.) 


rrr Cl Ci 
A tnd eERI EERE RE ER SERERER EEE ERI SEALERS EH EE OREO SEEEEREEEEEEOEEESENSEERISHSERSERHSERERENEEEEERIEEEEEERESERESRETEAEEEEEEEESEEEEESSEOEEESEHEEEREREREROEEES 
FRRERRERRRRREER EE RRTEREE NER REERE RE RTREE EE ERRYOER EE NERRTEREERRERRERER EATER ERE SERE ERE TER AREE ERERRRRTEE AES ERRE REA TRRR EU ERESEOIETEEEERTSESEREERUSERERESETERSERETEHEEOEERISEREROTEUEER EEE ESSE REERET EHO HOE EES 
RESTERTEREEREEEETERTEREER ERES ERREREEEREEREERRERARERERTEERERRTEFENATYERERRERRETRRTETERETERETRRTERTRRTERRTRRTERTRRTERERRRTENTERTEFEERRTESEFETERETATEPATERHESE ETE" 
WRTRRATERTRRERERTRARERTERTEREERSERETERTENEREREREEREEREEERERFERRETESEREEEREATERERERTARETRRERERRRTERERRTERARERTERTERTERERERRRRTERRERTEREFEETESEFEERESERSHEMEFATEEFTSMEFESEETEPATESAPAS 
BARRRRRERRRSEREERERTRERERERRRERRSEREERARRRTAREERYRRRRRTERRROTATERRERRRTRRERARRRTERERRE EE RRERTEES RR STAEERAETRRTRRERETRRURRETRER ERERDRETER TRE EYRRST ER UEROUAR TA -HRSO ROVER TRsE EAT ORA RES HONEES 
RRTRRRRARERTRRERERERATEREREERSEREERRgRERRSERRSERENARERRERRTARERRRRRARRRTRRTARETRRRRRRRRTRRERRFRRARERTRRRRARERTERERRRERSERERRRARSREATRRTRRETERERTERRTERRRREERT ERE ERSRHEPESHETERR HRS RTA 


rrr 


OMOAN AN BRWDN HG 
4 
2 
(D 
< 
2 
o 
z 
ct 
2 
m 
mi 
2 
o 
n 
(D 


rrr 
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Describing appearance 


Describing beauty 

Your appearance is the way you look, and we sometimes use different words to talk about beauty in 
men and women. 

WOMEN can be attractive or good-looking [nice to look at], and we often use pretty [attractive] to 
describe a girl. We use beautiful or gorgeous for women who are very attractive. 

MEN can be attractive and good-looking, but also handsome. If men are very attractive, we can say 
they are gorgeous or very good-looking, but not usually beautiful. 


Liam has become quite handsome. Bella looks gorgeous in that dress. 
Olivia was very pretty when she was younger. They're a very good-looking couple. 


Language 


The opposite of beautiful is ugly, but itis not very polite to describe someone as ugly; ordinary 
[not special or different] is more polite. It also isn't polite to say that someone is fat; overweight is 
more polite. 


Size 

We can talk about a person's height [how tall or short they are] and their weight [how heavy they 

are], e.g. m roughly [about; syn approximately] one metre eighty (tall), and | weigh just under eighty 
kilograms. If someone is not tall or short, you can describe them as medium height. If a person is 
very similar to most other people in height and weight, you can say they are average. 


A: How tall is Hannah? A: Is Marco quite big? 

B: Medium height, l’d say. B: No, about average. 

Hair 
blonde fair brown dark black 
(or blond) 


Common 


Remember that ‘hair’ is uncountable, 
e.g. She’s got straight hair. (NOT She’s got 


straight hairs.) 
n Also: She's got long black hair. (NOT She's 
straight Wavy curly got a long black hair.) 


Talking about someone's appearance 

: What does Sophia's boyfriend look like? [Can you describe his appearance?] 

: He's blond, and quite good-looking. 

: Is he tall? 

: Er, tallish [quite tall], but he's got broad shoulders [wide; opp narrow]. He looks very 
athletic [strong, healthy and often good at sports]. | think he does a lot of sport. 

: Is he quite smart [clean, tidy and stylish]? 

: Yeah, he dresses quite well [the clothes he wears are quite nice]. 


OU 


U zm 


Language 


We can use the suffix -ish at the end of some adjectives to mean ‘quite’, e.g. She's got longish hair, 
and at the end of some numbers to mean ‘more or less’, e.g. He's twentyish. 
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Exercises 


10.1 Complete the sentences. 
She's got straight Jr 


Isabella is very good-...........sss 

Beata's got blonde ................... i 

Her brother's got very broad .............ss k 
That's a nice suit: Jack's very ............ today. 
| would say he was medium ....................... 


Charlotte's hair is fair but her brother's is quite aes E ALPE SEA SEEE E í 


-4JoU01 4» 00 N20 HS 


10.2 Find six more pairs of words in the box. Why are they pairs? 


attractive height average geedteeking weight narrow roughly 
tall curly approximately medium wavy broad weigh 


asssanssesnessesusenaseseusesacqUacsecussssenseuusuuesqUARnAFRRTATRERATRRRRRRERAERRRSERTERARRRARATERGRRRUATERSRRAREREVERERRRRRTERATRRERARERVRERSTERARRRRRARAAVERERATRRURRARRTERSERRRRSTERARRRERTERATRRTESERATVERERRARRRERRARATRRATATERTRRATESERSARET 
RERRARRATRRARRRRRRRRATAATRRARAREATRRRRARRRTAERATARURRRRRRRRRRRRRRRERADAARARARRRRATERARRATRRERRREASARARARRRARRARARURRARATORARRATARARRRRATERTRRARARERARAROREARATRRURRARRRORSERADRRTRRARARERTERATARARERRRERRRRARORARRARAATERARAOARARARERRARAT AAA 
RERRARRATRRERARRRSRRERRRTRRARARRRTERATRRERERRATARSRRERRARRARRRRARARERRARERARERRARERRARARRRERRARATERARARRRERRARTRRTERERARERTARERAREREARATRRTERTRRSRRARRRERRRRATRRUERERAAEORERRATRATERRRATERARRARARERARRRTRRERRARRRERERRATERRRATERIOSAREATRATMAA 
RERRRRAERERERRRERREERERRRSTRERERARTRRSTEREERASERERERATRRSTERTRRERRRERARARERERRATERERERRERRESRRRRERERRREREEERTERARARERTERATRRTERTRRAERTRERRERRAERRRRERTRRTRRTERERERARRRTRERTRRERRTRRERRRRREREAETRSTRRERRRRRARRATRERTRRARATERERRRRRERRARRRTRHATATERTERATEMERITMA" 
MRRMRRAERERERETRREREERRETREEREREERRETEREREREREERERERERETRREREERRA RRERERERTRERERERRAETERERRREERERRERRRTRRARERERTRERERRREREERETERERRERERERERRRE ERARRRRATERETRREREERETERERRERERERERRETRRERERERETRREFRAERR ERAT RR RRERAT ERA FRATRAT E EPA ER a FII PE e nnt 
MERERRAEESTEREEREERERREREERRERERTERTEREERREERERERAERSTERTRRAERRTERTRRREREREREREEEREERERERERAERTRREETERAERRERRERAFRRERERRARRRTERTRASERTERERERTERRERREEREARRAERTERATRRERERRRTEREREERERRAEFRERERETRETERERRTERERRRERERREREREERERERERTERETAATHHHPATPMOERAEHM EI Ht 


D 


10.3 Complete the dialogues using words that are similar to the underlined words. 


1 A: She's good-looking. 
: Yes, very „IARE umn 

2 María José looked beautiful last night. 
: Yes, absolutely .................... s 

3 Her boyfriend’s quite good-looking: 
: Yes, he is rather oe 


Andreas looks very strong and healthy. 
t Yes, | think he's ver yasscosscec e cin: 


That little girl is attractive, isn't she? 
: Yes, she's very 


EPI 


A: 
B: 
A: 
B 
A: 
B 
A: 
B 
5 A: 
B 
A: 
B 
A: 
B 
A: 
B: 
A: 
B: 


6 Ethan’s getting fat. 
=. Yes, heis a Dit os pee eee: 
7 Did you think he was a bitugly?- 
* Yes, hie Was quite ansians 
8 Is she about 25? 
(CH ae cena 
9 He’s just above average height. 
Yes; NG ISga , isn't he? 


10.4 
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11 Describing character 
a) What are you like? 


" 1 E 
Describe your character v 


Choose the number that describes you. For example, in the first line 
1 = very positive, 3 = not very positive or negative, 5 = very negative. 


122 79 45 


| think I'm very positive. [e I'm quite a negative person. 
I'm usually reliable?. (e) I'm quite unreliable. 
I'm quite confident’. o I'm quite shy?. 
lm hard-working. © I'm quite lazy. 
| have a good sense of humour". © !m usually quite serious®. 
I'm usually quite patient?. [e I'm quite impatient. 
1 2 4 5 
NY 
! what you are like as a person Common 
? believe that good things will happen 
3 can be trusted to do what people expect you to do A: What's he like? (NOT H 
^feeling sure about yourself and your abilities is he like?) 


? not confident, especially about meeting or talking to new people 
6 putting a lot of effort into your work and spending a lot of time on it 
"the ability to laugh and understand when something is funny 

* a serious person is quiet and doesn't laugh very much 

? able to stay calm and not get angry, especially when things take a lot of time 


BI Opposites 
positive | negative 
generous leneprememeyerehtemesa] [mem oo 
LOO EL MN 
clever, intelligent [able to learn and understand things quickly] stupid 


B: He’s very nice. (NOT He’s 
like very nice.) 


Language 


We use kind to describe someone who wants to help people a lot, and nice, friendly 
or pleasant for someone who is happy to talk to people. The opposites are unkind, 
unfriendly and unpleasant. 


—— C) Describing a friend 


CC The first thing | would say about my best friend is that she’s very sensible!. lve never 
known Emilia to do anything silly, and | know | can always trust? her. She's also very 
creative’; she makesthings, andshe’savery talented? artist. | wish® | had her talent. 99 


1 practical; doesn't do stupid things > has a natural ability 
? not sensible, a bit stupid €| would like to have her 
3 be sure that she is honest talent but I haven't got it. 


^ good at thinking of new ideas 
and using her imagination 
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11.1 


11.2 


11.3 


11.4 


11.5 


Exercises 


Find five pairs of opposites and put them into the correct columns. 


nice mean sensible lazy calm generous 
unpleasant hard-working silly nervous 


positive | negative 


Write the opposites using the correct prefix. 


1 “n kind 3 pleasant 5 meos honest 


2 friendly 4 patient 6 
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He has never bought me a drink in ten years. |... 
She often promises to do things but sometimes she forgets. 
My teacher explains things again and never gets angry. s. 

Emma finds it difficult to meet people and talk to strangers. „sssr 

Noah is practical and doesn't do anything stupid. ....................... 

Our teacher is nice, but he's quiet and he doesn't laugh alot. |... 

Danya is very relaxed and doesn't seem to worry about things. ................. 

My boss is really good at using his imagination to think of new ideas. „sss 
Ava can play several musical instruments. 


OO 


WO ONAN PWN 


mm 
oO 


Prrrrrrrrerrirrr Ceri terri rr 


Complete the sentences. 


1 My sister can't wait for anything; she’s so „impatient 
2 | get very ette before exams; | need to try and relax a bit more. 
3 |ntepacn sesto: | could paint as well as your brother; he's so creative. 


Adeline hasn't done a thing since she's been here. Honestly, she's so 
| always have a laugh with my cousin - he's got a great sense of 


He'd like to be relaxed and confident, but it’s just not part OF his |... 
He failed his exams, butheisn’t. s . He just didn't do any work. 
10 Aurora helped me bake some cakes last week; she's very 


prerre rier rrr rr eer rer 


Complete the quiz on the opposite page for yourself. From all the words on the opposite 


page, which one would you most like to be, and which is the one you would hate to be? 
If possible, compare your answers with someone else. 
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Feelings 


How do you feel? 


Language 


We use emotion and feeling(s) for something which someone feels strongly about, e.g. love, 
hate or anger. Emotions are part of our character, e.g. Timo is a very emotional person. 
[shows his feelings easily] Feeling is often plural, e.g. She doesn’t like talking about her feelings. 


I’m very proud! of my son's success, but 
lm a bit disappointed? that the local paper 
hasn't shown more interest in the story. 


The politicians seem confused? about what 
to do, so I’m not hopeful that things will 
improve. 


!feeling good because you (or someone you $not able to think clearly or understand something 
know) has done something well ^feeling positive about a future situation 

? unhappy because someone or something was 
not as good as you hoped. 


| think Harry ended the relationship 
because his girlfriend was getting 
jealous?, but now he’s quite upset’. 


We were curious? to see what all the noise was 
about, but | felt anxious? when | saw how angry 
the men were, and really scared’ when they 

started coming towards us. 


8 unhappy and angry because someone 
you love seems too interested in another 


person 
> wanting to know or learn ? unhappy because something unpleasant 
about something has happened 


5 worried Language 
‘afraid; syn frightened 
adjective noun adjective noun 


| proud | pride | | disappointed | disappointment 


jealous jealousy confused | confusion — | 
curious curiosity anxious anxiety 


The effect of the weather on our feelings 

Why do people say they feel more cheerful [happy] when the sun shines, and miserable 
[unhappy] when it's raining? Why do some people suffer from SAD (seasonal affective 
disorder), which makes them feel depressed [unhappy, often for a long time, and without 
hope for the future] during long dark winters? Can the weather really affect our mood 

[the way we feel at a particular time], or is it just in our imaginations? 


The effect of colour on our emotions 


| | 


can have an effect on our mood, but how 


do specific colours relate to our emotions? 


RED can make us feel energetic’, GREEN is associated with nature and is 
but it can also indicate anger?. good for people suffering from stress^. 


PINK though, is softer and more about BLUE is relaxing and helps us to be creative”, 
maternal love and caring for? people. but too much dark blue can make us depressed. 


‘wanting to be busy and doing a lot of things ^feelings of worry caused by difficult situations 

* being angry such as problems at work 

3 looking after someone, especially someone young or old ? good at thinking of new ideas or using our 
imagination 
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12.1 


12.2 


12.3 


Exercises 


Cover the opposite page. Complete the tables. 


adjective | noun 


io 


Find the best sentence ending on the right for each of the sentence beginnings on the left. 


1 He was very anxious when a he heard his aunt had died. 

2 He was very jealous when C] b his father appeared on TV with the Prime Minister. 
3 He was very scared when C] c his 14-year-old daughter didn’t get home until 2 am. 
4 He was very proud when C] d he saw the man coming towards him with a knife. 
5 He was very upset when w e hewasill. 

6 He was very miserable when C] f his best friend went out with the girl he really liked. 
Match the words and faces. 

anxious,./. scared... cheerful ........ upset ....... confused ...... depressed ....... 


$2928 


12.4 


12.5 


Complete the sentences. 


My aunt had to 47 e for her elderly mother for years. 

| can’t tell whether Mia is happy or not; she never SHOWS her s : 
’mmuchmore. in the mornings. By the afternoon | feel tired. 
Weather nas a DIE mesisan on the way I feel. 


He'sbeenunderalotof. oo s recently because of the amount of work he has to do. 
Oliver's cheerful one minute and miserable the next; his changes all the time. 
It’s been a depressing month, but PM „sssssssssssssssssssssssrrsssns 


| don't like walking home in the dark. | get very 


OND OT i» 0) N20 r2 


Over to 


Answer the questions. If possible, compare your answers with someone else. 
1 Does colour or the weather have an effect on your emotions? How? 
2 Do you ever suffer from stress? Why? 


3 Does your mood change a lot from day to day? Why? 


4 Do you feel more energetic at certain times of the day? Why? 
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Family and friends 


Relatives* 


RELATIVES 


My father died when I was nine, and so my mother was 

a widow! with four young children. She remarried five 
years later, so now | have a stepfather. As he is not my real 
father, I call him by his first name, which is Dieter. I’ve got 
an elder? brother called Thomas and two younger sisters, 
Anya and Claudia, who are twins?. We're a close family’. 


My mother is an only child”, but I’ve got two uncles on my 
i father’s side. One is married with two children, and the other is 
| married with three children, so altogether | have five cousins. 
| get on well with? Uncle Rolf, and he always tells me I’m his 
favourite nephew. Of his nieces, | think he likes Anya best. 


Recently my brother Thomas got married. His wife's name 
is Sabine, so | now have a sister-in-law’ as well. 


* members of your family; syn relations ^a family who like each other and stay together a lot 
ta woman whose husband has died ? without brothers or sisters 
? older * have a good relationship with 


*two children born to one mother at the same time ‘(also mother/brother/son-in-law, etc.) 


DESEE DELIS ACTIO Father Mother ———————- Dieter 


Uncle Rolf 


Sabine Thomas Me Anya Claudia 


Common 


It's more common and more natural to say ‘Thomas’s wife’ (NOT the wife ef Fhemas) or 


*Anna's younger sister’ (NOT the yeungersisterot Anna). 


Friends 


FRIENDS 


My best friend is Florian, an old school friend!. We got to know each 
other? when we were in the same class at school. We've been mates? 
ever since^, and our friendship is very important to both of us. He 
spends a lot of time with my family, and his current? girlfriend is 
actually one of Thomas's ex-girlfriends. But we all get on really well. 


Pp Florian 


Language 


We use the prefix ex- for a relationship we had in the past but do not have now, e.g. The 
children stay with my ex- husband at the weekend; | saw an ex- girlfriend of mine yesterday. 
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13.1 


13.2 


13.3 


13.4 


Exercises 


Look at the family tree, then complete the sentences below. 


Simon Cath Brian Meg 
(now dead) 
Emily (11) Tom (16) Leyla (14) Henry (10) 
1 Simon died two years ago, so Cath is a VAW . 
2 Leyla is Cath’s acusa Mm didit: : 
3 Tom is CatllS, Lam pt RE. : 
4 Cath is Meg's ueseccc E M 
5 SIMON was Brian's sarsana 
6 Tom is Leyla’S „ssssssssssssrsssrssssssrsrsrsrses brother 
7 Emily is Leyla's .......... sss. 
8 Emily isan pppu child 
Which words are being defined? 
1 Your Yen ss boyfriend is the one that you have now. 
iglesia means get married again. 
 q— are all the members of your family. 
4 YOU pe friend is the one you like more than any other. 
5 AN — friend is someone you have known for a long time. 
6 micen noraa are two children born to one mother at the same time. 
[gom is an informal word for a friend. 
 —  —: is the noun when two people are friends. 
9 YOU gee is the man who is married to your mother but is not your father. 


Complete the text. 


661 was still going out with James when I met my husband, Ben. We? gata Know 

other because we went to the same gym twice a week. We went out with each other for about 
18 months, and we got? three years ago, SO Assets EC DEED we've been a 
couple for almost five years. We've continued to gotothegymever^ |... 
married, and I still quite often see James when we're there. It s nice jn can still 


Over to 


Answer the questions for you, then, if possible, ask a friend and write their answers. 
1 Are you an only child? If not, do you have elder brothers or sisters? 


2 Do you get on well with other members of your family? 


3 Are you a close family? 
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33 


Growing up 


Ages and stages in the UK 


40 years 65 years — 80 years 


Age | Stage 


pad 


SE Approximate ages Common 


lm in my early twenties [21-23]. We can say, he’s 30 or he’s 
My parents are in their mid-fifties [54-56]. 30 years old. (NOT he has 
My grandmother is in her late seventies [77-79]. 

My grandfather is nearly/almost eighty [he’s probably 79]. 
My English teacher’s approximately/roughly thirty. 
[about 30 / more or less 30] 


Past and present 


PAST AND PRESENT 


30 or he’s 30 years) 
Also: a 30-year-old man 
(NOT a 30-years-old man) 


My grandmother's name was Mary. She's dead! now. She died 
about ten years ago when | was in my teens, but | remember her 
well. She was brought up? on a farm in Wales, and her parents 
were very strict: as a teenager, they didn't allow? her to listen to 
the radio or go to parties in the village. In the end", she decided to 
leave home and get a job in Cardiff. At first? it wasn't easy, but she 
managed’ to find work, and she also met the man who became 
her husband: my grandfather. My mother was born four years 
later. She had a very different childhood. She grew up in the city, 
she was allowed to go to parties, and when she was in her teens, 
her parents let’ her stay out late?. My mum is the same with me. 


! not living; opp alive 3 give permission *was able (but it was 
? looked after until you ^finally, after a lot of difficult) 
are an adult time or thought "allowed 


?at the beginning Snot go home until late 


Language 


Let and allow have the same meaning. Let is slightly more informal, and allow is often used in 
the passive. 


My dad let me drive his car. | was allowed to drive my dad's car. 
You're not allowed to smoke in that room. (NOT Its-notallowed-to smoke in that room.) 
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14.1 


14.2 


14.3 


14.4 


Exercises 


Complete the sentences. 


O MONA BWYN S 


m 
[e») 


Isabella is only six months old - she's still LL) OO ; 
Louis was 22 a few months ago, so he's in his s : 
Amelia is 35, so she’s in her .... 
Abigail will be 13 this year, so she'll soon be a .......... s i 
William is 53 and his wife is 47, so they're both ............s j 
Joan is 80 this year, so she is quite ........... . 

Michael was a bus driver for 40 years but he's now .......... e À 
Leon is 18 this year, so legally he becomes 
The boys are 14 and 16, so they're both in their 
Holly is just over a year old and she's starting to walk, so she’s a „seses now. 


RAESRRARRRUERARRRTERERRRTRRORRATARORRARARARATERAREAT LI 


SERRRERRASTRSEERERRSERERATESERHSATERERHAFEREIATERS IH enn ° 


Are the sentences true or false about Mary's life on the opposite page? If a sentence is 


false, change it to make it true. 


1 Mary was brought up in the city. False Mary was brought up on a farm, et 


D 


2 Shegrew up mn Wales cesse AI LE M EE dE ala EE 
3 Her parents let her do what she wanted. esses NND ED MEE ad DMEE 
4 She wasn't allowed to listen to the radio. eerte ttstnteteststsonss 


5 Life was easy when she went to Cardiff. 
6 She couldn't get a job in Cardiff. 


Rewrite the sentences without using the underlined words and phrases. Keep a similar 


meaning. 
1 My parents are dead now. My parents „Aren alive ow es 
2 It was hard but finally | did it. It was hard ————— 
3 She’s approximately my age. SNES samanan 
4 They're almost thirty now. They Te conia MDC ECL OR DUE 
5 | had to do what my parents wanted. My parents Were cac MER M E 
6 My parents let me stay up and watch TV. BL eeee— 
7 My mum looked after me in Scotland. Es  ————— 
8 | was able to pass my exams but it wasn't easy. ——————————S—— 
9 I didn’t go home until late. eee ee ener Sete eee NENNEN EI erate 

10 | was allowed to wear what | liked. My: parents eee ee een eee 

11 | was happy as a child. | had a- Happy PM RR MERE AC REESE SUN 


12 My grandparents don't work any more. My grandparents are 


Over to 


Answer the questions. If possible, ask a friend and write their answers. 


1 Where were you brought up? 


2 What do you particularly remember about your childhood? 
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15 Romance, marriage and divorce 


Romance 

661 had my first date! when I was 16, and it was terrible. | took a girl to the cinema 
but she didn't like the film and looked bored all evening; it was a bad start. Then, 
when | was 17, | went out with? a girl for three months, but we broke up? when 
she met a boy who was two years older than me, and had a car. My first serious 
relationship^ was when | went to university. | got to know? Melanie because 

we were on the same course. At first we were just friends, then we started going 
out with each other, and after a few months we realised we were in love. We got 
engaged? a couple of’ years after we left university and then ... 2? 


1a planned romantic meeting ?became friends with 
? had a romantic relationship with € formally agreed to marry 
*the relationship ended “two, perhaps three 


^important romantic relationship 
(bride) groom 
BI Marriage* bride 
66... we got married? the following year. We didn’t want a big ceremony’, t e 
so we had the wedding? in the local church near Melanie's home with just = 2 
family and a few friends. afterwards we had the reception‘ in a small hotel 
nearby, and then went on our honeymoon! to Greece. 99 


A 


* the time when you are married the ceremony when people get married 
! became husband and wife ^the wedding party 
? an important public event ?a holiday just after getting married 


She got to know Darren at university. (NOT She kaew Darren at university.) 


Now they plan to get married. (NOT They plan to get marry; or They plan to married.) 
She's getting married to Darren next year. (NOT She's getting married with Darren next year.) 


ENEES c 


CC Just over three years later Melanie got pregnant, and our first child, Cal, 
was born just two days after our fourth wedding anniversary!. We had a 
big celebration’. 2? 


13 day that is exactly one or more years after an important event 
* 3 time when you do something you enjoy because it is a special day 


Language 


adjective | noun verb | noun 


a) Divorce* officially ends 


* when a marriage 


CC Things started to go wrong! when | got a job as manager of a ! become a problem 
sportswear company. | was working six days a week and I had to do a lot ? without other people 
of travelling. It was difficult for Melanie as well. She was working during 3 stop doing 

the week, then at weekends she was often alone / on her own’ with two ^ stop living with me 
young children. I felt | couldn't give up? my job, and in the end Melanie ? the marriage officially 
decided to leave^ me. The following year we got divorced’. 99 ended 
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15.1 


15.2 


15.3 


15.4 


Exercises 


Put the events in a logical order. 


| went out with Gabriel. 

We got married. 

| got pregnant three months later. 

We got engaged. 

| got to know Gabriel. 

Our son was born just after our first anniversary. 
We went on our honeymoon. 

| met Gabriel at a party. 

We had a big reception. 


L JEJE IE JEJE TE JE TE ] 


Which words are being defined? 


o014 0) l2 HL 


7 


The big party you have after the wedding. "ien — se. 
A romantic meeting you plan before it happens. 
The period of time when you are married. ........... 

How you describe a woman who is going to have a baby... 


The day that is exactly one year, or a number of years, after an important event. 


ferat nh rr rm 


The name given to the woman and man on their wedding day. |... and 


Stop doing a job or activity. ......... sss something up 


Complete the dialogues. 


1 


A: When did they get 2794qed n ? 
B: Last week. They plan to get married in a ........... sss of years. 


: Where did they meet? 

iui dt. ———— HÀ 
: And now they're married? 

: Yes, the was last week. 


s9ssscsaessseseresunesesessoscsosesuseno 


her at university. 


: Is it going to be a big wedding? 
: No, they're having a small... 
: And what about the reception? 

: They're having a reception but no 


: So, it’s all over. 

: Yes. Lily ap eee corer him and moved out last month. 

Oh dear. Have they had problems for a long time? 

: I thinkit all started to go... when they moved to Woodbridge. 

: And what about Oliver? Is he alone now? 

: Yes, completely on... . He doesn't want any new relationships yet. 
: Butthe marriage is definitely over? 


: Yes, lm afraid they're getting 


in the village church. 


. They're going straight back to work. 


errr recite es 


U DUZDUZ2DUZUDPUZDUDPU- 
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Over to 


Answer the questions for you, then, if possible, ask a friend and write their answers. 
1 Can you remember your first date? (When, and who with?) 


2 Can you remember your first serious relationship? (Who was it with? Did you break up, or are 
you still with the same person?) 


3 Whose was the last wedding you went to? 


4 What was the last big celebration (other than a wedding) that you went to? 
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16 Daily routines 


38 


Sleep 

6G During the week | usually wake up! about 7.30 am. If | don't, my mum wakes me up. | get 
up? a few minutes later. In the evenings | go to bed about 10.30 pm, and usually go to sleep? 
straight away’. If | have a late night? | try to have a sleep? in the afternoon when I get home 
from college. 99 


r stop sleeping à immediately 

: get out of bed Š go to bed very late; opp have an early night 

3 start sleeping; syn fall asleep 6 a short period of sleeping, e.g. half an hour 

Food 

CCI have coffee and cereal for breakfast, then have a light lunch!, maybe a qi 


sandwich and an apple, and a snack? in the afternoon. We have our main meal 
in the evening. If Mum's late home from work, she doesn't bother? to cook; we 
just get a takeaway’ instead. One of us has to feed’ the cat as well. 2? 


1 have a small meal ^ a meal you buy in a restaurant cereal 
? a small amount of food you eat between meals but eat at home 

: 5i 
? doesn't do something because there is no give food 


reason or because it is too much work 


Bathroom routines 

CCI usually have a shower when | get home from 
college because my sister, Rosie, and my brother, 
Marcus, spend so much time in the bathroom in 
the morning. | only have time to have a wash and 
clean my teeth (syn brush my teeth), before Rosie 
comes in to put on a bit of make-up. In the winter I 
sometimes have a bath instead of! a shower. I like 


to lie in the bath and listen to music. ?? Marcus having Rosie putting 
a shave on make-up 


lin place of (a shower) 


Housework* 

CC Fortunately! we've got a cleaner? who does a lot of the housework, and that 
includes doing my washing". But I still have to make my bed and do some of my 
ironing, and | sometimes do the shopping with Mum. 99 


“the work of keeping a home clean and tidy ? a person who cleans 
! happening because of good luck; syn luckily ? washing my clothes 


ironing 


Language 


When we do the shopping, we buy food at the supermarket; when we go shopping, it 
is a leisure activity and we perhaps buy clothes, DVDs, books, etc. 


Spare time* 

CÇ On weekdays | usually stay in! and watch TV in the evening. At the weekend | go out 
quite a lot with my friends, either to the cinema or just to a café, and | eat out? once a week. 
Sometimes friends come round? and we chat? about clothes, music and college. 99 

“time when you are not working ? visit me in my home 


! stay at home ^ have an informal conversation 
? eat in a restaurant; opp eat in 
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16.1 


16.2 


16.3 


16.4 


16.5 


Exercises 


Find seven more expressions with have * [noun] and do * [noun] from the opposite page. 


FORO TRAE RETEST RTO R OTERO RE ERETEREEES 


1 getup a thedog 

2 fall O b my teeth 

3 make a c make-up 

4 puton LJ d aweek 

5 go C] e the bed 

6 clean [] f tosleep 

7 feed O g early 

8 once a h asleep lis 


One word is missing in each sentence. What is it and where does it go? 


Does it cost much to have a cleaner % the housework? a 

My mother usually me up around 7:30, then | get up about 7:45. 

If | have a in the afternoon, | usually eat fruit instead of chocolate. 

| always go on Friday and Saturday, often to the cinema or a club. 

Sometimes friends round to the flat and we play computer games. 

| eat at the weekend, usually in a local Italian or French restaurant. 

| don’t with a full meal at lunchtime; | usually just have a light lunch, like a salad. 
| often have for breakfast - usually cornflakes or something like that. 

| don’t like doing housework; | have a husband who does most of it. 

When I get emails, I try to reply to them straight. 


O ONAN AUNE 


n 
oO 


Complete the dialogue with a word or phrasal verb from the opposite page in each gap. 


A; Don't hehee aoaaa to cook dinner tonight. 
B: Why not? 

A: We could go out ? 
B: Yeah. Where? 


A: Well, I'd like to try that new Korean restaurant. 


of eating here. 


dee tates tussasestosatesaatosaoosenan 


B: That's miles away. No, I think Pd rather? ,.................. and have an Sasana night. 
A: But it's Friday. 
B: Yes, | know, but I’m tired. Why don’t we ask Ryan and Charlotte to? nn ? 

you don’t have to cook, wecanordera®. . And we can have a nice 


round the dining table; much better than a noisy restaurant. 


M AFRERERAATRHETATRRRORHARATARAPE MERE TTA 


Find three facts from the opposite page that are similar in your routine, and three that are 
different. Complete the table. 


similar different 
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The place where you live 


40 


Location* 


CC We live on the outskirts of town!, and it's a very nice location. We used to live in the 
centre, but we moved? to our present flat when we had children because there's more space? 
for them to play and it has nice views‘. 2? 


* the place and position of something 
on the edge of town 
? changed the place where we live 


Our flat 

66 This is where we live. We rent! a 

flat on the second floor. There's a 

family in the flat downstairs? and 

a young French couple upstairs, on 

the top floor. It's a modern block of 

flats?, and it's quite good, although 

the lift^ is small, and there's no air 

conditioning*. 99 

1 pay money every week/month to use it 
because it isn’t ours 

? on a lower level of a building 

?a building with a number of flats in it 

^ the machine that takes people up or 
down a floor 

? a system that keeps the air cool 


Language 


Flat is more common in British 
English; apartment is used in 
American English but is 
becoming more common in 
British English. Apartments are 
usually in large buildings; flats 
can be in a large building or 
part of a larger house. 


A house in the country 


3 an area that is empty or not used 
^ the things you can see from a place 


CÇ My parents own! a cottage”. It's a charming? house and has lots of character’, but like 
many old buildings, it's quite dark (opp light), quite difficult to heat”, and it doesn't have 


central heating?*. 99 


! they bought it 
? à small house, that is old 


and attractive, and usually found in the country 


i pleasant and attractive 

^ itis interesting and unusual 

? make warm or hot 

Sd system that heats a whole house 
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17.1 


17.2 


17.3 


17.4 


17.5 


Exercises 


Are the sentences about the people on the opposite page true or false? If the sentence is 
false, change it to make it true. 


They live in a house. a a CREE D RH RM EE 
They used to live on the Outskirts of town. gig ci Eo icm MERE aaa 
They own their |] mtt tt a a aaa a — 
THEY vesotniceviews fromtheirflat. .aucsasciinn eden mMMTM C MMIEANM DEINEN MINOEERIM M MME 
They live on the first flOOr. sceneries ensign MEME IM EM EM CREE 
Theresa liftin the building. ssscxscssnesauas mM M EM CMM CR EE 
AFrench couple live downstairs. 
ups EgcsneI M RREPE———————————————Q 
The cottage has lots of character. Lenses uitis pum IUe Roi HER cll FEM E tcp PE ti iN RUE 
Thecottage is quite cold xenon cR ERREUR CRM UN ME CM M IE 


n 


AERA EERE EERE EEE ERATE EEE EEEE HSER EES ERE EERS EES EREE EET EREEEEEEEEEEEEEE ESE EEEE EES EREEET EEE EEEE EES EREEEEEEEEEET ES EREE EEE EEEEEEE ES EEEE EEE ERE ERSTE EE ED 


WO ONAN BW N 


m 
oO 


Are these generally positive or negative features of a home? 


views ZBE nn airconditioning wanana Ehardcter ae c 
dat sss t dandas charming gassen no central heating... 


Label the pictures. 


TI 


1 Our flat doesn't have air conditioning 


sasssssssssssssssssssshsssssssssesssse 


2 |l Osee E the second floor, and my cousin lives esee , on the first floor. 
3 My old flat was very small, but this one has much more „sses 
A Theflat'sina great... : it’s near the centre of town but apposite a park and very quiet. 
5 Weliveonthe. of town, but it’s only a twenty-minute walk to the centre. 
6 The flat is on the third floor, but we cansit outsideonthe. 
7 It’s avery big house, so it costs alotofmoneyto ranan inthe nter 
8 Pm on the second saa . l usually use the stairs, but take the ||... if ’m 
feeling lazy. 
9 | live in Paris. | used to live in Marseilles, but l |... to Paris when I left university. 
10 | love my apartment. It has big windows,soit'sniceand |... inside. 


Over to 


Answer the questions about your home. 
1 Do you live in a house or flat? 5 How long have you lived there? 
2 If you live in a flat, what floor is it on? 6 Do you have these things: 


3 Do you own your home or rent it? air conditioning? central heating? 
a balcony? 


4 Are you in the centre, or on the outskirts of 
yourtown? 
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Around the home 


Different homes 
CC When we first got married, we lived in a one-bedroom flat with a small kitchen, a living 
room and a bathroom. When our first child was born, she had to share our bedroom. 

[use something at the same time as someone else] Now we live in a four-bedroom house. Our 
bedroom has an en-suite bathroom [a bathroom connected to the bedroom], our two teenage 
children have their own rooms [they do not have to share], 

we have a spare room for guests, and another bathroom. Language 
Downstairs, there’s a living room, a dining room and a study 
[a room where people can work]. We've also got a lovely big 
kitchen with a fridge-freezer, a cooker with two ovens and a the kitchen, but a (wash)basin 
dishwasher [a machine for washing dishes]. Next to it, there’s a in the bathroom. 

small utility room where we keep the washing machine. ?? 


We usually talk about a sink in 


tiles freezer 


cupboards sink oven cooker 
Choices* 
* when you decide between two or more possibilities 


TX Caf 
WHAT DO YOU PREFER? gov 


FOR THE HOME LIGHTING GIFTS SALE 


Some people like big some people like firm Do you like a wooden or a carpet? 
soft sofas! with lots (opp soft) armchairs. floor? with a rug’, 
of cushions’, 


Curtains, or blinds? A duvet, or a sheet? and a blanket ?? 
One pillow’, or two? 
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18.1 


18.2 


18.3 


18.4 


18.5 


Exercises 


Yo 


-4oU01 4» C0 N20 FS 


u are in the kitchen. Where would you put these things? 


milk? n the fridge smn 

food that you want to heat very quickly? ................... tts 

meat that you are going to COOK? 4, misi EE cata UE MEER 

dirty clothes? eene EE bM EO RU VUA 

dirty saucepans? .....cccsssssvessessessessesseseeseeserseivssssnsasssssssssssseeeeee 

clean cups and Saucers Qisnessstemundé di auMsutii nt ER 

frozen food that you want to keep for several weeks? ............. es 


What are these things, and which room(s) do you usually find them in? 


O ONAN AUNE 


me 
He Oo 


12 


D 


SHE —— 8 —— ———— sssss:desadpiisdisdaalce iE EOM E REA EC ee 
UC  ——  — a umetedisititantbliuiicdMcu DM Di NNNM MM MM 
ShICORLDS - — ^  SuasxisuatlübuiMicdutbMMi dH MEM E MEN NM ERU MR 
kolet ——— — d:wedussac E M E e Edda 
baslisWa et EE AM E M Md 
Cparte.— —— — — — assumi ness iota caen RE EEUU 
T» M —————————— 
shiwangchameni —————————— nrara teans 
OCC a er ree 
chmarar — ee ee ee ne 
leits 


girdef fridge, in the kitchen 


Complete the sentences. 


lm happy with curtains or... Pas — ; I really don't mind. 
We used to have a ,... floor, but it was a bit noisy so we put down a carpet. 
When | got my new bedroom, my mum gave mea of curtains or blinds. 


My mum works at home, so she spends all day in the „sssr on the computer. 


As a child I had to occ cccccccsssssssssssseeeeeeee a room with my sister, but now l've got MY ..........ssss 


bedroom. 
We often have guests to stay, but fortunately we've got a... room. 
‘Dad, there's no water coming out ofthe „sses in the kitchen sink? 


6 

7 

8 Some people like a sheet and Ọs , but I prefer a „useen ; 
9 


There's a family bathroom, but lve got my own... shower room next to the 


bedroom. 
Our kitchen is small but we have a 


Over to 


Answer the questions. If possible, compare your answers with someone else. 


1 What have you got on your kitchen floor? 
2 What have you got on the bathroom floor? 
3 What have you got on the floor in the living room? 


4 Have you got curtains or blinds in your bedroom? 


Over to 


Look at section B on the opposite page again. Which do you prefer, and why? Compare your 


answers with someone else if possible. 
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43 


44 


Notes and coins 
In the UK the currency [type of money used] is sterling [pounds]; in America it is the dollar; in 
much of Europe it's the euro. 


Notes Coins (in the UK) 

e.g. ten pounds, twenty euros, e.g. fifty pence (usually spoken as fifty p), 

a ten-pound note, a twenty-euro note a pound, a fifty-pence piece, but a one-pound coin 
Managing your money 


money I’ve got. 25 


! having money in the account 
? money in the form of notes and coins 
? look at the details of it 


cashpoint 


Money problems 

CC When | went to university, | had to get a student loan! to pay my fees”. That meant | had 

to be careful and make sure | didn't waste money’, but by the time | finished my degree | 
owed‘ a lot. One good thing is that | don't have to pay it back until | get a job and I’m earning? 
a reasonable amount? of money. At the moment I’m saving up’ for a new laptop; the one | 
have is very slow and keeps going wrong. I'd love to have a car as well, but | can’t afford? it. 99 


! money you borrow to pay for your studies ?receiving money for the work | do 
? money you pay to use something, * quite a lot; $ 1 million is a large amount 

or for a service, e.g. a lawyer's fee “keeping money to buy something in the future 
3 use it badly * don't have enough money to buy one 


^ had to pay back a lot of money to the bank 


Accommodation* 
CC This year I'm renting a flat with three friends of mine. We had to pay one month's rent as a 
deposit!, but it's a nice place, quite good value for money’, and the landlord isn't charging? 
us to use his garage. 99 


* places where you live or stay 


! money you pay for something you are going to use, which is then 
returned to you when you have finished using it 


? good for the amount of money you pay 
3 asking someone to pay an amount of money 


Language 


We use rent when we pay to use something for a long period of time, e.g. rent a flat. 
The noun rent is the amount you pay, e.g. The rent is £400 per month. We use hire 
when we pay to use something for a short period of time, e.g. / hired a bike for the day. 
Both verbs are used with cars, e.g. We rented/hired a car when we were on holiday. 
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CÇ lve had a bank account for a few years now, and | make sure my account 


is always in credit!. | go to the cashpoint once a week, so | always have some 
cash? with me, and | check? my account online once a week to see how much 


Exercises 


19.1  Answerthe questions as quickly as possible. 


n 


Is sterling a currency? T  —— — 
Is a five-pound note worth less than a fifty-pence piece? 

If you rent something, do you own it? 

If you waste money, do you use it well? 

Can you get money from a cashpoint? 

If you are in credit, do you have money in your account? 

Do you pay back a bank loan? 

Is the currency in the United States of America called the euro? 
Do you normally get back a deposit? 

If you 'can afford' something, do you have enough money for it? 


RNTERRERRFRERATRRTERATATEREEREERATESTENEY 


OE 


RRARRARRRTRRRERRRRTATARERTERATEATERTERAT 


Mr9 e aaa Haa PRR AREA E ERHHRA RA RH 


Maa RA aa ER EERE TREE ERE R EERO EERE HEME EHE. 


OPES 


O ONDA 01 BW N 


m 
j=) 


19.2 Which words are being defined? 


1 Aflat, usually round piece of metal used as money. A sss 
2 Money you borrow from a bank. ......... s 
3 Money you pay to someone for a professional service, e.g. a school... 
4 Money in the form of notes OF coins. s 
5 Money you pay to live in a building that you don't own. |... 
6 A machine where you can get money... 
7 The type of money used in a country... 
19.3 Rewrite the sentences without using the underlined words and phrases. Keep the same 
meaning. 
1 He's getting £300 a week in his job. He's „earning £300 a week in his job. e 
2 Sheused the money badly. STO oe TT 
3 | don’t have enough money to go. n——— ""Oo— ———Á 
4 We could rent a car. We could dcs catnE Din MM E. 
5 He asked us to pay £25. He a E MM MA MEME E 
6 lve got to pay back a lot of money. -—————————" — 
7 lalways look at my account carefully. [always RR WOS TN 
19.4 Complete the text. 
EC Pm nearly 20 now, and I’ve been !,.52/71 4P for a car for the last two years. I’ve been 
putting money into my bank DM E , and | try to put in exactly the same 


every month: £75 from money that | 3 ues ec e ee 
two evenings a week, and £50 that my parents are lending me each month. That means 
ROW p —— À them £1200, but they said | don't have to 


AENEA them... until l've got a full-time job. At the moment l'm still living at home, so 
, although | will start paying my parents a bit of 


doing a job 


RRESYERTERRRERTERERESTERERERTEREREATRREHARATRATARASERATERAES 


rent when | finish college and get a job. 99 


19.5 Over to 


Answer the questions. 
1 Have you got a bank account? If so, how long have you had it? 


2 How often do you check your account? 


3 How often do you use a cashpoint? 


4 Have you ever had a bank loan? What did you have the loan for? 
5 Are you saving up for anything at the moment? 


6 Do you rent the place where you live? If so, did you have to pay a deposit? 
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ST common problems 


What's the matter? | What you should do 
A: I’ve got a sore throat! and a temperature.” B: That sounds like flu. You should see a doctor. 
A: l've cut my arm; it's bleeding.? B: Put a bandage‘ round it. 


A: I’ve got a terrible cough.” B: Go to the chemist and get some cough 
medicine [something you take to treat an illness]. 


A: I’ve got a headache. B: Take some tablets? for the pain. (also pills) 


A: | feel sick." B: Goto the bathroom quickly! 
3 
2 J 4 


' U 
I ge, 
Vw 

ET Describing pain 

We can use different words to describe pain. An ache describes pain that is not always 

strong, but often continues. It is used with certain parts of the body. 

I’ve got a headache. Aria’s got stomach ache. 

My dad suffers from [often has the pain of] backache. 


5 


5» 


For other parts of the body we often use pain. 
l've got a pain in my shoulder/foot. 


Ache can also be a verb to describe pain that continues for some time. 
By the end of the day my feet were aching. 


For stronger or more sudden pain, we usually use the verb hurt. 
My throat hurts when | speak. 
| hit my leg on the table and it really hurts / it's very painful. 


a? Serious illnesses 


For serious [bad] illnesses, you will probably go into hospital. A person who stays in hospital 
is called a patient. Many patients need an operation [when special doctors, called surgeons, 
cut into the body for medical reasons; also called surgery]. 


Lung cancer can be caused by smoking. 
Heart attacks can happen very suddenly. 
Hepatitis is a disease affecting the liver. 


Language 


Disease is used to talk about more serious medical 
problems, often affecting certain parts of the body, 
e.g. heart disease. Illness is used to talk about 
serious and minor medical problems and those 
affecting the mind, e.g. mental illness. Disease is 
not used about a period of illness, e.g. He died after 
a long illness. (NOT He died after a feng disease.) 
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20.1 


20.2 


20.3 


20.4 


20.5 


Exercises 


Look at the underlined letters in each pair of words. Is the pronunciation the same or 


different? Use the index to help you. 


1 ache 
2 cold 
3 cough 
4 flu 


ssssajdessnusssesuscesensenesesesnoscena 


through pee 


5 
6 
T 
CUL p —ÁÀ 8 


Complete the sentences with a or nothing (-). 


3 I’m getting .......... sore throat 
4 Ben’s got............ headache. 
5 Luiss got .......... temperature 


Complete the dialogues. 


liver disease nen 
stomach operation „sesser 
chemist. “ACI scence dato iita: 
patient bandage ........sssse 
6 PVE got ss. backache. 
7 Zarita's got ......... flu. 
8 My uncle had ........ heart attack. 
9 She's got ............ cancer. 

10 I’ve got n. pain in my foot. 


1 A: Does your finger hurt? 
B: Yes, it’s very painful ess 
2 A: What’s wrong with Dimitrios? 
B: He feels... . I think it's something he ate. 
3 A: Did you hit your foot? 
B: Yes, and it really ....................... « 
4 A: My hand's bleeding quite badly. 
B: Well, put ler sree round it. 
5 A; Your finger Sussi i 
B: | know. | cut it using that knife. 
6 A: Does Tanya still... from bad headaches? 
B: Yes, she gets them all the time. 
7 A: What’s the matter? 
B: My DaCK uecitediddui DRM from sitting at that computer all day. 
8 A: | understand Lena has had quite a s illness. 
B: Yeah. She was in hospital for over a week. 


Find five more pairs of words. Why are they pa 


lung heart surgeon tablets/pills attack 


irs? 


liver 


Operation eaneer hepatitis sore medicine throat 


Over to 
Answer the questions. If possible, compare you 
1 What do you usually do if you get a headache? 


2 How often do you get a cough or a sore throat? 


3 Have you ever been a patient in hospital? If so, 


4 Have you ever had surgery? 


r answers with someone else. 


what was it like? 


5 Are there some medicines you always keep in your home? What are they? 
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Clothes 


Smart, stylish and casual 

| think the woman looks stylish [wearing nice clothes and looking attractive; also well- dressed]. 
The man is smartly dressed [clean and tidy and suitable for formal situations]. 

The boy's clothes are more casual [comfortable and suitable for informal situations]. 


: cap 
á C earring 


w€- T-shirt 


top jumper/sweater 


rucksack 


zip 


bracelet 


sleeve 


pocket 


trainers 
Verbs and phrases used with clothes 
As soon as I get up, I have a | have to wear a suit and tie to work, 
shower and get dressed [put but | usually take off my tie before 


on my clothes]. | don't eat lunchtime. [remove it; opp put 
breakfast. im something on] 
| think I look good in black 
because dark colours suit me. 
[I look good in dark colours; opp 
bright colours] 


| prefer jackets with a zip; it’s 
easier to undo a zip [open a zip, 
buttons, etc.] and it's also much 
E Y quicker to do it up. 


When | get home from Common 


pus | ya cranes | like clothes. (NOT | like cloth or cloths.) 
Ms eee eae: | like your new trousers. (NOT | like your new trouser.) 
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21.1 


21.2 


21.3 


21.4 


Exercises 


Put the words into the correct columns. 


beets earrings button top ring jumper bracelet scarf 
necklace zip pocket cap sleeve tights collar 


items of clothing | jewellery | parts of clothing 


boots 


Find five more things that are different in the pictures. 


RRREERRRRRREERERRRTESERERRARRRTERERREFERRRRTEESERRYRATERERRERRTERTEREFRERRRTRNTERERRRERERRRRRRERTRREFRRERETEMTPEHERTREHEMTEPAFEMERA TE 
RREERRRRREEERERRETEAERRVERERERERERRREERRRSREEERRTESERRTRRERREERERRRFRERRRTRRTERFRRRERFERTEREERTERERRRERETEMEPEPFATEFEFMTHRHFESERHM, 
FRRERRRREREERERRETEAERRTESERRRERERRRERERERERERRRTESERRTERTRRERERRRERERERERATRRTRARERTERTEEREERTEREERSHRETEATEETERTEETEMSHERPHMEREYT 
RSAERRRERYEERTERERERERATERVRATERTERAEERERTRRERERRRRERTESEREEVENEREFERERRRERERRRTAEARRETEAERRTERERRTERERRSERETAS EEL ER SESE SE EEREREO EEE SEO ED 
AAeeE ee ERE ER NONE ER EERE ER EEEREEREEEEEREEEEERESESEEEEREEEEEREESIEEEEEEEREERISER ESSE ER EESEEEEEHASEE ERASER ERASER EEESEREHAS EEE EEE EOED 
APNee EE RNR EEE N EERE EEN EREE EE EEOEEEERERERSEREDESEESE REESE RESEND SEEEES ERE ESASRO ESSE ERS ESSEEE ESA ERSERESES ERASER SEES EOE EE ERO E EERE OED 


WRRSERRARRTERTERETASERERRATESTERERERERARRRERTAERAARAYRRTRATERTERERERERTRRRERUHARETERERRTERTRRTERARATERISSESEATAFETEAVESEFMSTPARETATEMAN 


ssssssdassusesusesenacuavenesusoserasesuvesenecenquacvusunsesaqgÁTeuau ua RATRATRERTERERRYAERRRRZRERERATRRTETERATETAFRETATEFATETETETT 


orr 


RETRRRRRTERERRAETETERAETASERRRRATVERERRRRRARRTERAETVEAARETRRTERTRATERERREZRRTRTERAETVAAARRRRRTEREFATEREERARRETEAAMATERATATARATERAFAMATETE 


RERRRRRRTERERNATENTRRERAERERRRAERRRERRRERERETERAETVERARAETERTERTRATERERERRERRRTETERAEVESERRRRRTRRAFRRRRERRARRRVETATAVATAREARATEPAFAMERETE 


Complete the sentences. 


Why don't you take... 2/7... your coat? 

Madison looks really nice... purple. 

He was very smartly- .............. this morning. He had his best suit on. 

It took me ages to put „ussssvssssesssrsssssrsrsesersesen these boots. 

You should wear bright colours more often; they ................. you. 

Julia couldn't dO. estu the zip on her jacket. 

| changed eec aat s a pair of jeans as soon as | got home. 

I took my tie off and s. the top button of my shirt. 

My brother takes his books to school in a nen . He says it's easier to carry them on 
his back. 

| had a quick shower, got ,........ , then joined the others for breakfast. 


Over to 


Women, answer these questions. Men, answer these questions. 
1 What jewellery do you usually wear? How often do you wear a suit? 
2 Which colours suit you best? How often do you wear a tie? 


3 Do you prefer smart or casual clothes? Do you usually do up the top button of your shirt? 


4 Do you generally look quite stylish? Do you often change into jeans after school or work? 


5 Do you often wear a hat or a cap? Do you often wear a hat or a cap? 


6 Do you often wear T-shirts or trainers? Do you often wear T-shirts or trainers? 


English Vocabulary in Use Pre-intermediate and Intermediate 


49 


22 
|. ^ Fashion 


50 


mümiLm m m mu m M. M 


Fashion and buying clothes 


| usually shop! with a friend. l 
| always try on clothes? before | buy them. 


| sometimes buy clothes that don't suit me?, just because they're 
fashionable’. 


If | buy trousers or a skirt, | buy a shirt or top to go with? it at the same time. 


My wardrobe? is full of clothes that | buy and hardly ever wear. 

| like to buy designer labels’, even though they’re more expensive. 

| like wearing fashionable clothes, but the price has to be reasonable’. 

| never buy clothes just because they're in fashion’. 

| like to dress in”? clothes that are casual but still look quite fashionable. 
I’m always happy with what I’ve got ont. 


Language 


! buy things in shops 
? put clothes on in a shop to 
see what they are like 
3 look good on me 
^ popular at that particular 
time 
? look good together 
* a large cupboard for 
keeping clothes in 
T clothes made by famous 
designers, e.g. Versace, 
Dolce & Gabbana 
? not expensive 
? fashionable 
10 wear a particular type, 
style or colour of clothes 
1 am wearing 


If two things match, they are a similar colour or type. If two things go with each other, 


they look good together. 


Catherine's bag matches her coat. Catherine's bag goes with her coat. 


If something suits you, it looks good on you. If something fits you, it is the right size. 


BI In a clothes shop 


A shop assistant [a person who works in a shop] is serving 
different customers [helping them to buy things]. 


Shop assisstant Can I help you? 


oy 
— 


Customer 1 No, lm being served, thanks. 
[another shop assistant is already helping me] 


Shop assisstant Do you need any help? 
Customer 2 Yes, l've just tried on this jacket in a size 12, 


and it didn't really fit me; it's a bit tight [too small around the 
body; opp loose/big]. Have you got it in a bigger size? 


£f 


Shop assisstant We have got a size 14, but not in pink, I’m afraid. 


[I have decided not to buy it; opp Pll take it/them] 


Shop assisstant OK. I’m sorry about that. ... Can help you? 


eg OF 
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Customer 2 Oh, that's a shame [that is disappointing; syn that’s a pity]. OK. PU leave it, thanks. 


Customer 3 Yes, m looking for a skirt and this looks nice. [I want to find a skirt] Can I try it on? 


Shop assisstant Yes, of course. The changing rooms are down there. [the place where you can try on clothes] 


Exercises 


22.1  Arethese pairs similar in meaning or different in meaning? 


1 in fashion and fashionable  .........: similar s. 
2 wardrobe and changing room . eecceresvsevsvevsevssesseseeseeeeese0e 
3 Mil take it and Pll leave it... 
4 match something and go with something — ........ 
5 tightand loose „sssrin 
6 fitsomeone and suitsomeone „sss 
7 that’s a shame and that'sa pity seese "1 
22.2 Rewrite the sentences starting with the words given. Keep a similar meaning. 
1 loften shop with my mother. I often go „shopping with my mother. e : 
2 These watches are fashionable. These watches are In zorra RR DN E aU 
3 Yourtop matches your skirt. YOUR TOD BOGS ——————————— — . 
4 | like what I’m wearing. I like what PVE Rv ee ae eee ma . 
5 Those trousers suit you. Thosetrousers look amam i 
6 Arethey the right size? Do they diss e E D E E E E EE ? 
7 l'dlikeitto be quite loose. | don't want itto De tOO a i EE CE E E E EE : 
8 She always wears black. She NN aS e at Edu MEM NREM CE M M DM en DUM ME in black. 
22.3 Which words are being defined? 
1 bethe right Size fé 
2 not cheap, but not expensive ............. es 
3 a large cupboard for keeping clothes in ................ 
4 popular with people at a particular time ooo ccccssussesssesesnsseeenesseseasenseee 
5 the place where you try on clothes in a shop ......... s 
6 Armani and Calvin Klein are examples of this ................. ss 
T a person who works in a shop ......... ess 
8 look after customers and help them to buy things .............. s 


22.4 Complete the dialogues. 
SHOP ASSISTANT: Can | pay you? 
L 


CUSTOMER 1: l'mi looking for s. a top. This one's quite nice. I think I'll 
EE RE iton 
SHOP ASSISTANT: Of course. The? s room is just over there. 
SHOP ASSISTANT: Do you need any help? 
CUSTOMER 2: No, l'm being basasa , thanks. 
SHOP ASSISTANT: How was the top? 
CUSTOMER 1: I’m afraid itdidn't?. cece very well. It was a bit 
PIEEO AAIE under the arms. 
SHOP ASSISTANT: Oh, that’sa’ s. . Would you like a bigger size? 
CUSTOMER 1: No, | don’t think so. In actual fact, it wasn’t justthe?...... sss : 
Idon’tthinkit?. e. me, actually. | think it's really for a younger 


person. PIL 1 it, thanks. 


22.5 Over to 


Look at the text at the top of the opposite page again. Which statements are true for you? 
If possible, compare your answers with someone else. 
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23 Shopping 
a In a supermarket á M SS shelves 


52 


sweets 


basket p 


checkout 


trolley 


SHOPPING & MONEY 


How do supermarkets 
spend more money? 


They put bread, as it smells lovely, near the to make us feel 
hungry — and hungry shoppers spend more. They also rearrange things and 
put them in different places; this makes us spend more time in the store and 
that means spending more money. They put sweets and chocolate near the 
checkout, so it is easy to add bars of chocolate to our basket or trolley while 
we are waiting in the . And they put the most expensive on the 
middle shelves where you are more to see them. And be careful of 

e.g. three for the price of two. People often buy more than 
they need and half of it. 


! cause us to do or be something, e.g. / don't like rain; it makes me depressed. 
? just made/cooked 

? the place where you go into a building 

^ a line of people who are waiting for something 

^an item is a single thing 

ê Ifyou are likely to do something, you will probably do it. 

T cheaper prices than normal 


Shopping centres and street markets 


p 
Some people like modern shopping centres! because 
everything is under one roof? and it is convenient?. There's 
a wide range^ of shops, and if there is anything wrong with 
something you buy, the shop will replace? it, or give you a 
refund®. 


Other people prefer going to street markets because they like 
the atmosphere’ you get from the different stalls. Food and 
clothes are also usually cheaper in street markets. Sometimes 
you can try to agree a lower price for something you buy ina 
street market; we call this haggling. Of course, if you don’t like 
what you buy in a street market, you can’t normally take it back 
and get a refund. 


! large covered shopping areas ? exchange it for another one 
? in one place * money that is paid back to you when you return something 
3 practical and easy to use ‘the feeling in a place or situation 


^ different things of the same type 


English Vocabulary in Use Pre-intermediate and Intermediate 


23.1 


23.2 


23.3 


23.4 


23.5 


Exercises 


True or false? If a sentence is false, change it to make it true. 


1 If you have a lot of things to buy, you need a basket. 


sssssssasusecs)sfonsscuasusesssssessessesesesdensessacuagAsesssssescsepfsnyissssususasasonsesesuseusenasu ena uuA RARRETARERRATARRRARRAETVRREREATARSERETERETESEREARASERARERERRHSTERARARERTERERRRSTERERETERATESTAUTARRATATERATAFERRTETATETERSA 
BARARARARARARATARARARARARERRRATARARARARARARARARRRARARARARARRRARAERARARARARERRRARAERARARARERARRRREORRRRARARARARRRERRERRARARARARERARRERRARARERARRRTARERRARARERARERATRRERRARARERARERTERERRARRRARARRRARRRERARARARATRATERSESATARARATASASEERAA 
MAPARARARERRRATEFAREFERERERERAFRETRAFERERERARAFRETRAFERTRETERA RE TEAERRAREFERATERARARERAREEERERREERERAFERERERRRERREFFRATERERATRESERERRATERERATEREERERRATRRRRRTRESRRERRATRERRATRRTEREREATRRFRATRETEREREATATARATHETESEPRA PH EPA Heron rh 
m————————————————————————————————————————————————oO————————M—AA—I XD 


Mark the main stress on these words. Use the index to help you. 


‘atmosphere convenient checkout entrance a refund replace item 


Are these statements true of shopping centres, street markets, or both? 


sossnshulecsesa A ehh hath 


1 They are usually quite modern. 
2 Everything is under one roof. 
3 You buy things from stalls. 

4 You can haggle. ———— 
5 You can normally get refunds. 
6 They can be very convenient. 


oren 


sessteressstsrsesteerseteestteserteeeteeteeeteteesetete 


ssessssssssssssssssssesessesesessesasessessesessseseeees 


sessssessssssssessssssesseesasessesstesessssssessseseees 


Complete the sentences. 


| took the shoes back to the shop, but they wouldn't give me a 

| qe ——— me angry when shops refuse to give you a refund or s. things. 
| often buy bananas but forget to eat them, and then I have to ......... them away. 
When I got to the checkout, there was a long ............. sss of people waiting. 


There's a special .......... on melons - buy one, get one free! 

The vegetables are near the ,........... s , where we came in. 

| like that supermarket because they have a wide ........ of meat and cheese. 

In my local street market, there's just a really nice : it's very busy, but everyone is 
friendly and there's lots of colour. 

9 | am more to buy something if it's a special offer, because it seems cheaper. 


I 


co -410»)01 i» C) NO FS 


reer nnmero 


Over to 


Answer the questions. If possible, ask someone else the same questions. 
1 How often do you shop in supermarkets? What do you think of them? 

2 How often do you go to shopping centres? Do you like them? 

3 How often do you go to street markets? Do you like them? 


4 Do you haggle for things when you're shopping? 


5 Have you ever asked for a refund? 
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Food 


Fruit 


pineapple peach strawberry bunch of grapes olives 


lemon coconut 


beans peas onion garlic carrot mushrooms 
mE Be | « OQ» 
e » "d € wy 


aubergine courgette pepper cabbage broccoli spinach 


--— 9 Q E ot 


EN E 


A salad is usually a mixture of uncooked ingredients. In Britain it mainly has lettuce, as 
well as tomato, cucumber, onion, and other things. We often put salad dressing (usually 
oil and vinegar, or perhaps oil and lemon) on salad. 


lettuce tomato cucumber oil vinegar 


Geri « 


0 D) Meat, fish and seafood 


Animal: COW calf [young cow] lamb [young sheep] pig chicken/hen 
Meat: beef veal lamb pork chicken 


A person who does not eat meat is a vegetarian. 
salmon prawns mussels crab 


Dee GS) 
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24.1 


24.2 


24.3 


24.4 


24.5 


24.6 


Exercises 


Write down one vegetable and fruit beginning with these letters. 


vegetable fruit 
1 the letter p FA ee Te db 
2 the letter g 
3 the letter m 
4 the letters 
5 the letter o 


BRARARARRRRRARRRARATERERRATARERRRRRATRRE TIO Tir 
MRARRSTERRRERERRRRRRERTERAETRRTERRRERRRNRT 0000000 BARERRERRSARRARRTERATRETRSTERERERAFRAMEMA 


MRARERERRARRRRRERRRRRRERRATRRERRARRR ERR  sosssessssssessssessssssssssesesessessss 


Find a word from each box where the underlined letters are pronounced the same. 


carrot 1 onion tomato melon 1 
lettuce prawn pork chicken 


aubergine salmon lamb mushroom 


Which is the odd one out in each group, and why? 


1 pork veal beef Re ULT DL I E La I IRR 
2 lettuce cabbage tomato cucumber .nexsccssdcuucD cu DM LL ML E M MR LEM 
3 pork lamb beef Crab: — ossnbquamidcda Mai MR a Della i M MAE 
4 peach onion pepper: -<COUIFZCTIC™ — "eO€^—^/!"ee--"——X— 
5 crab broccoli mussels prawn e —————— aneta rerararnrna ane 
6 carrots chicken beans aubergine ge ———— ——————G m 
Do you usually eat the skin (the outside) of these fruits? (Answer Yes, Sometimes or No.) 
pineapple Noses peaches 

melon — ^ sese DENS pedis. dcc 

irn c ——— lemon ^^ auasscmostdsiuiod 

Answer the questions. 

1 What do we call the meat from a cow, lamb, calf, anda pig? — ... ef... m— — 


RARRRRRATRRRRRARARERESARARRRERRARRATARARR J ii iti rrr 


2 What’s the main ingredienti ina green salad? 


BERRRRRRSRRRRRATRRERRATERAPEERAAEPSAPATE 


3 Whatare the two most common things we put in salad dressing? ee ee and 
4 What do we usually call someone who doesn’t eat meat? |... 
5 What do we call a number of grapes that grow together? Ao rannan of grapes 


Over to 


Using words from the opposite page, complete these sentences about yourself and 
your country. If possible, compare your answers with someone else. 


4 We don't often grow 
5 We don't often eat 
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Cooking 


barbecue NS s pan 
Ways of cooking food 
You boil potatoes or rice in a saucepan. 
You can fry sausages in a frying pan. 
You grill toast or meat under a grill. 
You roast meat [using oil] in the oven. 
You also bake cakes [without oil] in the oven. 
You barbecue meat and fish on a barbecue. 
Food which is not cooked is raw. 


saucepan 


Preparing and cooking food grill 
Peel the potatoes [remove the skin] and boil them. oven 
While they’re boiling, chop an onion. [cut it into small pieces] 

Fry the onion before adding some chopped tomatoes. [putting them together with the onions] 
Then stir it all for a few minutes. [move it around in a saucepan using a spoon] 


What does it taste like? 

Chefs [people who cook food in a restaurant as a job] always taste the food [put a small amount in 
their mouth to see what it is like] while they are cooking. 

| don’t like the taste of too much garlic. 

| tried the soup and it tasted a bit strange. 

Michel's food is very tasty [has a good taste]. 

Indian food is a bit too spicy for me [with a strong hot flavour]. 

You get ice cream in different flavours [the type of taste that food or drink has, e.g. vanilla, coffee, 
strawberry, etc.]. 

Lena said her pasta was horrible [terrible, unpleasant], but | thought it was delicious [fantastic, 
with a wonderful taste]. 


Language 


We use the word sour to describe the taste of lemons (opp sweet), but usually bitter 
to describe coffee that is strong and has a sharp unpleasant taste (opp smooth). 
Strong, dark chocolate can also be described as bitter, but this is not always negative. 


Are you a good cook? 

ÇÇl’m a bit nervous when I cook, so | always follow a recipe [the cooking 
instructions for a particular dish, e.g. lasagne], and make sure | have all the 
right ingredients [the different food you need to make a particular meal] 
before I start. However, | am quite good at making pies, especially 
apple pie.95 (Pie is pronounced /pai/ like ‘my’.) 


apple pie 
Common 
A person who cooks well is a good cook (NOT a good eeeker). The cooker is the large piece of 


equipment you use for cooking. You could also say that you are good/bad at cooking (NOT 
good/bad in cooking), e.g. m quite good at cooking fish. 


Also we ‘cook’ a type of food, e.g. lm cooking some beef, but we ‘make’ a dish, e.g. m making 
dessert. (NOT I’m eeeking dessert.) 
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25.1 


25.2 


25.3 


25.4 


25.5 


25.6 


Exercises 


Write down five more ways of cooking food. 


WYRARERTERETRSARRERASEFSEMATERTFSATERTES 


How do you pronounce the underlined letters? Use the index to help you. 


chef Isit like shoe or chief? shoe oven Is it like love or lonely? 
raw Is it like now or door? pie Is it like pea or lie? 
sour Isit like more or hour? saucepan lIs it like four or flower? 


Cross out the wrong word in each sentence. Write the correct word at the end. 


1 The paella was very tasteful. MSO ———. sss 
2 My brother is a very good cooker. sssr 
3 Don’t forget to heat up the fry pan before you add the aubergine. 
4 This Chocolate iS very SOUP. sssr 
5 I’m afraid my mother has never been very good in cooking. 
6 You can buy this ice cream in five different tastes. 


aoreet 


autem 


Which words are being defined? 


The flavour that something has in your mouth when you eatit. M ^ .. 
A person who cooks food as their job. 

Having a good taste. s 

The large piece of equipment in the kitchen for cooking food. 
The word to describe the taste of lemons. 
Not cooked. 


sssssssssssssssssssssssesssssssssssssess 


rere Perrier 


NOoOonBWHN FE 


Dedi di ite 


Explain what the person did, using the correct word. 


1 | got the list of food and cooking instructions. You got the „SPE s. 

2 | bought all the food | needed for the dish. You bought all the ............... ss 

3 First | removed the skin of the potatoes. YOU pecia the potatoes. 

4 | cooked the potatoes in water. VOU RR the potatoes. 

5 Thenl cut the onions into small pieces. YOU PONERTE the onions. 

6 I cooked the onions in a frying pan. VOU pere the onions. 

7 | put the potatoes together with the onion. YOU es the potatoes 
to the onion. 

8 | putin some milk and moved it round in the pan. You put in milk and ,............. it. 

9 Then! puta little in my mouth to see what it was like. ^ You s it. 


Over to 


Answer the questions. If possible, compare your answers with someone else. 
1 Do you eat these things in your country? 
a) raw fish b) roastbeef c) fried rice d) baked potato e) barbecued chicken 


2 Do you like these things? 


a) bitter chocolate b) spicy food c) chocolate-flavoured ice cream d) the taste of garlic 


3 How often do you cook food on a barbecue? 


4 Are you a good cook? If so, what are you good at? 


English Vocabulary in Use Pre-intermediate and Intermediate 


57 


58 


City life 


The rush hour* 

66 For me, the rush hour is the worst time of day. Everywhere is busy, and everyone seems to be 
in a hurry!. | usually drive to work, but sometimes | get stuck? in traffic jams?, and when | get to 
work | find there's nowhere to park^ because the car park’ is already full. But if | get the bus, it 
takes me longer, and that makes the journey very stressful*. When | get home in the evenings | 
often feel exhausted’ - more from the travelling than from my work. 99 


“the time when people travel to and from work 
1 want to go somewhere / do something quickly 


ay Common 

ecome unable to move or go anywhere 

? long lines of cars that are not moving The situation was stressful, and | was very 

^ no place to leave the car stressed (NOT | was stressing, or it was 

? place to leave a car stressing). 

ê causing a lot of worry | couldn't find a car park. OR I couldn't find a 

T yery tired parking space. (NOT I couldn't find a parking.) 


The nightlife* 


CC One of the advantages of! living in the city 
is the nightlife. The town centre is always 
lively? in the evening, and there is a wide 
variety of? bars, clubs and restaurants to go 
to. If you are more interested in culture and 
cultural activities, you can go to the cinema, 
the theatre, concerts, art galleries, etc. 99 


* places to visit in the evening for social reasons 

! the positive things about a situation; opp 
disadvantages 

? full of activity 

? many different things 


Advantages and disadvantages 

CÇ Cities always seem crowded'!, and they can be dirty (opp clean) and dangerous (opp safe) 
places to live. Pollution? is worse in big cities, and so is the crime rate?. | only walk home at 
night" if I'm with a friend. When I’m on my own, | get a taxi. 


Life in cities is also more expensive. Flats cost a lot, and | think you get better value for 
money? in a smaller town or village. 


On the positive side, you get® a real mix’ of people and nationalities in a big city; that makes 
life more interesting. | also enjoy the fact that there's always something going on? in a big city, 
so life is never dull®. 2? 


!full of people; opp quiet $you find / there exists 
? dirty air and water T different types 

3the number of crimes that happen 5happening 

^in the period when it is dark ? boring; opp exciting 


>If something is good value for money, you 
are happy with what you receive for 
the amount of money you pay. 
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Exercises 


26.1  Matchthe words on the left with the words on the right. 


1 town a for money ! pl 

2 traffic [] b hour . EM 

3 night è [] c rate o mm 

4 value — [7] d centre - = 

5 crime [| e space m 

6 rush [] f jam -— 

7 car L] g life CENE 

8 parking [] h park Ps 
26.2 Write the opposite. 

1 Itssafe, 5 dangerous. cs 4 TR WAS very exciting. xossdeduid n E ME E EEE 

2 ItwascroWded. ac di cd RR 5 There are advantages. ausexumepMipniia Ad i REPRE MR RÉ 

3 Itsvery clean, pasanna 6 There's a place to park. |... ntnnnccas 


26.3 Complete the dialogues with one word in each gap. 


1 A: Is there plenty to do in the evening? 
B: Yes, the mah sss is great. 
2 A: And are there lots of „sssr activities in the town? 
B: Yes. There's a cinema, theatre, concerts, and so on. 
3 A: Isitgood for shopping? 
D: Yes, there s awasena of shops 
4 A: Are you worried about walking home late in the evening? 
Br Yes, it can be dangerous atus ELA: 
5 A: Isthe traffic bad? 
B: Yes, | often get... in traffic jams. 
6 A: Is your flat expensive? 
B: Well, it’s not cheap but I think it's quite good ........... for money. 


26.4 Rewrite the sentences without the underlined words. Keep the meaning the same. 


1 There were different types of people there. There was a good (Mon of people there. 
2 | was very tired. LS scd SUL QS 

3 | was very nervous and worried. | Was Very oui aai dde" 

4 The place is always full of activity. The place is always very .......... 

5 The air is dirty. Theresa lot af anona 

6 They want to do everything very quickly. They want to do everything ina oo cesses 
7 There was nowhere to leave the car. There was nowhereto. 

8 There isn’t much happening here. There isn’t MUCH aoescascioidbdicendodó here. 

9 Poverty doesn’t exist here. You don’t .nsssssssssssssssssrssrsresssrenrenen: here. 


26.5 Over to 


Answer the questions. If possible, compare your answers with someone else. 
1 What’s the rush hour like where you live? 


2 What’s the nightlife like in your town? 


3 Is it good for cultural activities? 


4 Is there much pollution? 
5 Is the crime rate bad? 


6 What are the advantages/disadvantages of where you live? 
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2f Lifeinthe country 


tree 
Surrounded by nature 


CCI grew up in the countryside where | was surrounded by! nature. 
As children, we used to play on the banks? of the river and in the 
woods’. In the summer we picked‘ apples and blackberries; in the 
autumn we often picked mushrooms. The seasons? were all different, 
and | loved the scenery$, the open spaces’, and the fresh air?. | 


still do. 2? 

! nature was everywhere around me 5 spring, summer, autumn, winter 

? the side of the river 6 the natural beauty you see around you 
? groups of trees T empty areas of land 

^ took them from the tree/plant 2 naturally clean air 


Common mistakes 


| like being in the countryside. OR | like being 
surrounded by nature. (NOT | like being in-the-nature.) 


SE: Working in the country 


ec My uncle owns! a farm. He keeps? a few animals, but mostly he grows crops like barley, 
wheat and potatoes. Farming is a hard life: my uncle is usually up? at five in the morning, and 
sometimes his work isn't finished until sunset’. 99 


! has (something that legally belongs to him) ? not in bed 
? owns and looks after them ^ when the sun goes down in the evening 


hill woods. 


«till, 
TELLE 


*- — gis i 


footpath 


field 
a 


7 y ( (4 


L 0 
«Y 7 IE" 


The disadvantages of country life 

CC The worst thing about living in a village! is that there isn't much to do in the evening, 
apart from going to the village pub. The nearest town is eight miles away?, and public 
transport? is hopeless‘. And, of course, you don't get? many shops in a village. 99 


1 a place smaller than a town ^terrible 
? a distance from a place 5 there aren't / you don't find 
? buses and trains for people to use 
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Lt 


27.1 


27.2 


27.3 


27.4 


Exercises 


These things all grow, but what are they? Put the letters in the right order. 


1 seret P 00s 5 EMSA. nesciam. 
2 SAVES da 6 toros — :dsdse MM 
3 GLAS Cac aaa T chesranD aera aa 
4 OUOWS cetera cas B. TOSCO —  :ueeseudcketstinibnan 


Complete the dialogues. 


1 It must be beautiful when the sun goes down over the valley. 


: Itis. The „„5⁄⁄sets are lovely here. 


OPE 


Have you ever lived in a town? 
: No, I’ve always lived in the 


Mat essassaestesasesessasssosseusossesses * 


He must be. He's not in bed. 


Is it your dad's farm? 


No, he doesn't it. He's just the farm manager. 


Meth rmm 


Do you enjoy the summer? 
: Yes, but spring is my favourite ...............ss . 


Did it rain a lot last night? 


Yes. When | went outside this morning, the was very wet. 


orreee 


PAE N many animals? 
: Yes, they've got sheep, cows and goats. 


AN 
Ua Fr: UF: UVF: PE: PUR 


Look at the picture in section B again, then cover it and complete the text. 


We walked alongside the +6462 eenn , opened the? ssssssesseeneeesnseee , and said ‘hello’ to 
the man on the... . We then followed the ^... across the > 
—————— and down into the 9... We stopped and had a picnic by the 


FRERRRSTERTERERRRARRARATARETRATERARRATAAT 


Cover the left-hand page. Complete the advantages and disadvantages of living in the country. 


Some of the best things about living in the country are: 
»« the open? 
odo omatjaa 


e being able to go out and ors fruit 
« the fact you are? 


FaREREEFETEATEEETESERESETEFERT^ESTEHT EE. 


Nata RET ENE EEE ERE ERET ERS E EERO T ERS E RO EE 


Someofthe® |. things about living in the country are that: 
eR AD many shops 
€ rantur EE transport is ? 


* there isn't I? to do in the evening, and the nearest town might be a long 


FRRRRRARRARATERRATATERSARERREAPRSORETEAS 


waTRSATATERETESERATERATEATRSTESETARTRTEAF 


sasbssunessesassssessssusesaconessescaso * 


Over to 


What do you think are the advantages and disadvantages of living in the countryside? 
Do you agree with the ideas above? Can you think of any other advantages and 
disadvantages? If possible, discuss your ideas with someone else. 
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Transport 


Vehicles 
Vehicle is the general word for all types of road transport. 


© uc 
bus 
lorry (also 
coach £ ps called truck) 


Travelling found 


bus/coach | train | plane | taxi 


bicycle 


D | 
X 6 


motorbike 


| bicycle 


£) bus |()bufare —— 


get pee cl catch / get CO catch / get/take go by bike n cycle / 
go by go by ride a bike 


get  getonfoff — | | getonoff — | geton/off —  getonfof |  getonfof |  getonfof | 


get in / out  getin/out(of) | 


 getin/out(of) | geton/of — geton/off | 


bus stop / bus platform / train airport 
station station 


joumey ——— journey [joumey | 


| go to work by bus. It's only three PL -— 
We got the train to Cardiff, but the journey was terrible. 


When the bus fares went up last month, my dad started cycling 


to work. 


| got out of the taxi and almost walked away without paying the fare. 


If there are more flights, airfares should be cheaper. 


Common 


It was a good journey. 
(NOT It was a good travel.) 


We were going to get the train to Paris, but in the end we decided to fly. 


Are you happy with public transport?* 


Where | live buses are not very convenient!; the 
nearest bus stop is half a mile away?. And when 
| do get the bus, | often have to wait in a 
queue? for about twenty minutes, and then 
three come along at the same time! 


People are always complaining about the 
bus service, but where | live it's good. I’ve 
got a bus stop round the corner? and buses 
run every ten minutes for most of the day, 
and they're usually reliable. 


, M getthe train to work. Trains are expensive 

- a return’ to London is forty pounds - but 

l've got a season ticket?, and that makes it 

cheaper. My only real complaint is that if | 

miss? my train, | have to wait half an hour 
forthe next one. 
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* buses and trains for people 
to use 


near or easy to use 
? the distance from a place 
?stand in a line 


^saying they are unhappy / not 
satisfied with 


? very near 
® you can trust them 


Ta ticket for a journey to a place 
and back 

8a ticket you can use many times 
within a period of time without 
paying each time 

? don't catch (a train or bus) 


28.1 


28.2 


28.3 


28.4 


Exercises 


Choose the correct word(s) to complete the sentences. 


WO ONAN BWHYN F2 


m. 
[e 


We were late, so we had toGed/ catch a taxi. 

You mustn’t ride / drive a motorbike without a helmet in the UK. 
She told him to get in / get on the car and fasten his seat belt. 
The journey / travel to the airport takes half an hour. 

Trains to the airport travel / run every half hour. 

The pilot didn’t want to drive / fly the plane in such bad weather. 
They left a bit late and lost/ missed the bus. 

| see that train fares / tickets are going up again. 

You mustn't speak to the bus pilot / driver when he is driving. 
We must get off / out the bus at the next station / stop. 


Test your knowledge. Can you label the vehicles without looking at the opposite page? 


RATARRARAERRRARATERARRRRESERETRATERESSTRRATSROFSRARATETAMS 


RARRRRRETERARATARARERERARRRERATATARATERERATERARRATETAMA 


Complete the sentences. 


1 
2 
3 


4 
5 


| wasn't happy with the service, so | made a „complaint — 

The flight was fine but we had a terrible „seene from the airport to our hotel. 

Where | live, the public transport is not very „usses because the nearest bus stop is two 
kilometres zo iiti , and there are no trains at all. 

The train station is just round the ......................... from where | live. 


Buses are HOLVEFY. Lees qn 
you have to wait for forty minutes. 
When | got to the bus stop there was a long e. of people. 

Train fares are crazy: A lrer to Glasgow costs more than two singles. 
People are always... about the buses, but | don't think they're that bad. 
| use the trains every day for work, so l've got a ticket. 


E 


Your train is going to depart from six at 10:25. 


DPI 


Over to 


Answer the questions about transport in your country. If possible, compare your 


answers with someone else. 
1 Are trains more reliable than buses? 


2 Are return tickets usually twice the price of a single? 


3 Is where you live convenient for public transport? Why? / Why not? 


4 How often do you take a taxi? Why, and where do you go to? 


5 How often do you ride a bike? 
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On the road 


UE 4 las 


(road) junction a bend in the road 
(this road bends 
traffic lights to the right) CE a em 
road bo 
e i G0) MOTORWAY 
no overtaking speed limit 
[you can’t pass 
oTa inside/ outside/ | \ 
slow lane fast lane \ 
Finding your way 


CC Yesterday, | got lost! on my way to? the airport. | decided to use side roads and go 
via? the village of Pensford, but | took the wrong turning‘ just before got there, and 
| ended up? in a supermarket car park. Fortunately | was able to ask someone the 
way’, and a very kind woman directed’ me to the A38, where | could then follow 
signs for the airport.99 


1 didn’t know where | was 

? while | was going to (the airport) 

3 go through somewhere to get to a destination 
^ corner where one road meets another 

?found myself in a place I didn't expect to be in 
ê ask how to get to a place 

Ttold me how to get to a place 


EL uY V I ee es ee ULL ELI 
E s 


An accident 

€€1saw an accident this morning on the main road! 
into town. A pedestrian? - a young boy - stepped off 
the pavement? and into the road just as a car was 
approaching". The driver braked”, but the car swerved® 
and crashed into a parked car’ on the opposite side of 
the road. Fortunately the driver wasn't injured but both 
cars were quite badly damaged. 99 


limportant road 

^ a person walking 

*the place where pedestrians walk 

^ coming closer 

> put his foot on the brake to stop the car 


€ changed direction suddenly and 
without control 


Ta car next to the pavement, not moving 


Language 


You damage a thing [harm or break it] but injure a 


person [hurt them]. The related nouns are damage 
and injury, e.g. There was a lot of damage to the 
bike, but the cyclist only had minor injuries. 
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29.1 


29.2 


29.3 


29.4 


29.5 


Exercises 


Which words are being defined? 


part of a road that is separated from other parts by a line PI — — 
people who are walking — M eeeeeeeseteeset 

the place where people usually walk — ............. ttt 

the place where people can cross the road — ......... ttt 

the place where two roads meet — rere rttetsstssssststasstusteste 

the thing you put your foot on to stop a Cat s 

a message or symbol beside the road that gives information 


-JoU01 4» Q0 N20 HF 


Complete the information for these road signs. 


© A 


1 50 Mph 27 64 aes — O^ axtsetuiulmuiuteuiietddmEe 
limit in the road 


ME aH Ha HP etry 


2 thereis only one 


RERRERETATEREFEATESEREPEVTRAERATEMETETES 


Dorr 


1 | asked him how to get to the bank. | asked him the ay .............. to the bank 
2 | didn’t know where | was in the town centre. | EO o EE in ane town centre. 

3 You can ask someone to tell you how to get here. You can ask SOMEONE to... you. 
4 | went through Ledbury to get to Malvern. | went to Malvern ..................... Ledbury. 

5 | was going to the station. I was on my s to the station. 

6 We arrived unexpectedly by the river. Wei ae ce ts up by the river. 

7 |turned left instead of right. | took the wrong „ee 

Complete the text. 

| was on the 1 9... road into town today and I saw aN? eee 

[WAS anann a roundabout when the guy behind tried to *, csnmnemenemannene 

me and the driver in front of me. He was driving too fast - overthe? s 

limit - and he lost control ofthe car. Hehadto?. e to avoid a car on the 

our side of the road, and intheendhe',...... ss into a tree. The car was badly 
iii , but to my surprise, the man got out of the car with no? ,.......................... at all. 


Over to 


Answer the questions about your own country. If possible, compare your answers with 
someone else. 


1 Do you have a speed limit on motorways? If so, what is it? 


2 How many lanes do motorways usually have? 


3 Do drivers usually stop for pedestrians at pedestrian crossings? If not, why not? 


4 Do many people park their cars on the pavements? Why? / Why not? 
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Notices and warnings 


Notices 


| ZA 


No Vacancies 


on a machine that is in the window of a hotel; outside a theatre; outside a museum; 
not working, e.g. the hotel is full all the tickets have you can go in free 
vending machine (above) been sold 
KEEP Silence 
Please queue Keep off ahaa 
5 a cv MAR examination 
other side the grass ATONE 
RIGHT P 
wait in a line on the stay on the right side, do not walk on be quiet, an exam 
other side of this e.g. on the underground the grass is happening now 
notice, e.g. in a bank or 
post office 


Sz Don’t do this! 


® 


g 


NO 
PARKING 
you cannot leave you cannot go you cannot go 
our car here in here out here 
y 


Please do not 


leave bags Please do not 
ot eee feed the animals 
on a hotel door; don't put a bag down do not give food 
leave me to sleep and walk away to the animals 


Warnings* 


Take care you don't hit Be careful. There's a step. be careful, this parcel 
your head on a low door. will break easily 


*something that tells you that something bad may happen 
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Exercises 


30.1 Complete these notices and warnings. More than one answer may be possible. 


L NO PARKING tt 7 PLEASE QUEUE... ttt 
2 MIND THES ss MEE a 5 MINDYOUR aa A C e 
3 ADMISSION maa 9. PLEASE DO NOT susci gs cra 
Mf a [Ug yr z ene NN RU IU KEEP OTT esent INDEED MUN 
5 ——————— —— 11 KEEP ————— ———»—— 
6 DONOT 12 SILENCE EXAMINATION — ....... 


SEERA EERE RE RENEE EERE EER TEETER TREE ESTEE EEEEEEEEREEEEEESEEN EEE 


30.2 Where could you see these notices or warnings? 


Please queue 
other side 


Please do not 
feed the animals 


SRTARRRAERRATRRRSTESERATRRERERTERAEFRRARARRRTRATERERERETATEMTRRA. 


30.3 What notice could you see in each of these places? 


on the underground Kep right MR 
in a waiting area in a busy airport 

on the door of a hotel room at 9 am 

in front of garage doors 

above the window of a train 

on a door going into a low room 

outside a museum or art gallery 

outside a room where students are doing an exam 


EERNSTERERREREREERETRREREATASERERRAERRRHRERERETERERERERTEREREREARESERERRRARESRETARAFHEAEAEAEMEMEVHRHEMEM 


SAREYERETERSERTERETERTERTERETERERERERATERTERTERETERTRERERETEFETRRRRETEREARESTESEMESFAYIATEHMETEFITFMETMTY 


SXERRETERTRRRERERERETERTERATERTRETERERRHETERTERTERTERETETERERRATERTERERETEFESEATEREFEATERTESEREVEFSEMET 


oore 


ssssessssssssssssessssssesssssssssssssssssessssssesssssessssssessssssssssssssssssesssssessssssesst 


ONO OBPWN FE 


30.4 Write down five more notices from the opposite page that you could see in a school or college. 


ARR ua RaRRM Chri Iii rr rrr ry 
RARRRRARRERERRRRRTERARATARERARRREERTERARRRERERRRERTERARERERATRRERRARATERSTERARERE «=A EEEEEEEEEEEEEREEESEESEEE SESE EEE REEEES TREES ESEEEESESEEESETESEREERE TESTES 


ARRRRRATRRRRARRRARARRRATERTRRRRRAARARARRRRERARRRARARRATARARATRRRRAARATVARTRRARRRER ry 


30.5 Over to 


Look for other notices (in English or your first language). Can you understand the English 


notices? Can you translate the ones in your own language? Try to find four more notices 
in the next week. 
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Classroom language 


Equipment and uses 


socket 
DVD player P. 


You use a rubber to rub something out, e.g. writing. You use a pencil sharpener to sharpen pencils. 
You use aruler to measure something. You use a highlighter pen to highlight a word. 


A b) Classroom activities 


Teachers or students do these things in the classroom. 


look up a word in a dictionary [find the meaning of a word] 

borrow someone’s dictionary or rubber [use it and then return it] 

plug in the DVD player [put the plug in the electric socket] 

turn up the volume on the DVD player [increase the volume; make it louder; opp turn (it) down] 
correct students’ English [give the correct English if students make mistakes] 


Language 


If you lend someone something, you give it to them for a period of time; if you borrow something 


from someone, you get it from them. 
Could you lend me your pen? means the same as Could I borrow your pen? 


Teachers may ask students to do these things in the classroom. 


l'd like you to work with a partner [someone else, i. e. another student]. 

Henrique, could you swap places with Lorena? [change seats / sit in each other's seats] 
Kim, could you share your book with Petra? [use it together at the same time] 

Repeat this sentence after me. [say it again] 


— Questions about vocabulary 


Q: What does tiny mean? 

Q: How do you pronounce weight? 
Q: How do you spell bicycle? 

Q: How do you use the word wow? 


It means ‘very small’. 

It’s pronounced /weit/, like wait. 

B-I-C-Y-C-L-E. 

We use it to show that we think 

something is fantastic or surprising, 

e.g. Wow, look at that car. 

Q: Could you explain the difference A: Ifyou lend something to someone, they 
between /end and give? have to give it back. If you give something to 

them, they can keep it. 


zo 


Language 


spelling 
(ue que — 
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31.1 


31.2 


31.3 


31.4 


31.5 


Exercises 


Match the words on the left with the words on the right. 


ON ADO 3» UNBE 


explain a places 
look up [ | b amistake 
sharpen [ | c a word 
swap C] d with a partner 
plug in C] e a dictionary 
work [] f the DVD player 
borrow | | g the meaning 

h 


correct C] a pencil 


Answer the questions. 


ONAN A UNE 


What do you put in a DVD player? A ean 
What do you use a dictionary for? 

What do you put in a socket? 

What do you use a rubber for? 

Why do you share a book? 

What do you use a highlighter pen for? 
What do you use a pencil sharpener for? 
What do you use a ruler for? 


RRARERSTERTRRERSATATARRRERATARERATRRERTERATARERRRRATATARRRRRRRAATATERTRRERARERERATERERRARRRERERARERTESATARESTETATESESESESEPST 


Prt) 


RRARRRARARRATERARATERSRRARARERRRRRRAAERATARERARRARARARATRRERARRATERARATARZRERRARTRRTRRARRRARARAARRRRRATRRRRAARARESORATARERAT 


MRRERERERTRREREATATERERERRARVERARRRRERVERATERSTRRERARRRHERETRRERERRATERTRRERERERTRRTERTRARERRERRRRRRRRERRATERERETAAEERERATETIRAT 


MRRSRRRERTRERTRREEERERRRERETERERRRRRTRRATRERERRRERRERRATERERTRRAETRRERERRATRRERRFRRSTRRTERRRERERA RRa RIF E ERHRIA E EH E HESS 


SEALER EERE EERE RHEE EE ER HEEL EREEEEEOEEREEEEEEEEES TEESE EEEEE TREE EEEREE EET ER EEE EEEEEEEEE ESTEE EEE EEEE EERE EEE EEE EEE EH FR 


FRSEREFRRTRSTERERETERERESERERERERRRSEREEREFRRERERRAFRERTRRERRRERERERAETERTRAETRREERTERERSTRRRERRTERERAREREARETARERATRATESETATETIHEET 


Here are some answers about swap. Write the questions. 


2 


C14 C0 N20 rS 


atissssasumeseoussusesesunensa es ea RESET RE EEEEREEEEEE SE EREEEET ESTEE EO EREE ESTEE EEEE EEE EEEE EEE ERE ERSTE EE ED 


ARERR EE EERE TEESE RETEST REESE EEE ERE SEES EEE EE EEE EES TEESE SERRE EEOS ESSERE EOOERES ERTER EEEE EEEE EE EE EEEE EEES 


RSRRARARRRRARARRRTERARRATRRSERRRRARERRRRATERARRATARERRARATERSRRATARAERARARRRSAERATRRTRERARRARRRARATRARERSRORATERATA 


RARRARARERRAERARRRTERRRRAVERRRARORAERRERRRATRRARRATRSEREARATERERRATERTRRERARRERRERATRRTRRRARATRRAREARARERERRATERARA 


You want to look up a word. Could | Sorrow your dictionary. 
You can’t hear the DVD player. Could VOU Gia aM dU qi e ER MSN MM MÓN 
You need to borrow a dictionary. Could YOU LL ii ppp EEE ROM EPUM AREE 
You didn't hear what the teacher said. Could you —————— — 


You want to know the difference between Could you 
lendand DOITOW. — — 33 3—  sissieuialiedbdiudiinsumD MSS MM 
You need to use someone's ruler. Could I 


WRATARRRARRSERSRRRTRRTESARRTRRRRRATATERERRARETERATARERSERATERTRARERATRRETATERHRESETATERATEREROTTRATEREFATATE 


You want to sit in someone else's seat. Could we 


RRRXRARRRRRATAAERSRRARRRTERARARERTERARRRARRATATRRARATRREARARRRTERTRARRRTERRRRARRRATATAAARATERARRARNAT 


Over to 


Think about your last lesson (in English or any other subject). Did you do any of these things: 


use a highlighter pen? share a book with anyone? use a rubber? 
look up any words? borrow anything? lend someone a pencil? 
swap places with anyone? use a ruler? 
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School education 


The school system 
This is the system for state education in most parts of England and Wales. State schools are 
free and operated by the country. Parents pay to send their children to private schools. 


age | education 
EN Almost all children attend [go to; fm/] nursery school for up to 15 hours a week. 
E] Everyone starts primary school. 


Pupils [students at school] go to secondary school. 


Pupils take/do GCSE exams, in up to ten subjects. Then they can go to a college for vocational 
[job] training, e.g. hotel management or travel and tourism courses, or they can stay at school 
for two more years. 


Pupils take 'A' level exams in three or four subjects, and then they can leave school and get 
a job or go on to university [continue their education at university], or go to a college for further 


education/training, e.g. teaching or business studies. 


The school timetable 

The school day is divided into about 5-7 lessons, and over the course of a week, most pupils 
do/study about ten subjects, including English, maths, history, science, etc. There's usually a 
one-hour lunch break [period of rest between work], and a break in the morning and afternoon 
as well. 


Language 


In American English the subject is math, but in British English it is maths. 


The school year is usually divided into three terms [periods of study], with each term being 
about 13 weeks, although some schools are now having shorter terms and more frequent 
holidays. At the end of the school year, pupils usually take/do exams before they break up [end 
classes for the term]. After the summer holidays, they go back [return] for the new school year. 


School rules* 

CÇ In the past schools generally had more rules, and if you broke the rules!, you were 
punished. At my school, for example, pupils sometimes had to stay behind? and write an 
essay. | used to get into trouble? for wearing lipstick. 

| remember we had to call the male teachers ‘sir’ and female teachers ‘miss’, and we had to 
wear a horrible uniform^. Nowadays, the atmosphere? is more relaxed*: older pupils can 
often dress’ the way they want - as long as they're reasonably smart? - and the teachers are 
not as strict?.25 


* instructions telling you what you must or must not do 


! did something wrong $ comfortable and informal 

? stay in a place when others leave ‘wear clothes 

3 do something wrong and be punished 8 well dressed and not too casual 
^ special clothes ? A strict teacher punishes pupils 
>the feeling in a place or situation who do something wrong. 


lipstick 
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32.1 


32.2 


32.3 


32.4 


32.5 


Exercises 


Match the words on the left with the words on the right. 


1 go a therules 

2 leave C] b a uniform 
3 take C] c into trouble 
4 wear [ | d atschool 
5 study [] e toschool 

6 stay [] f school 

7 get m g anexam 

8 break C] h a subject 


Complete the sentences about state schools in England. 


1 When they're three, children can go to "Ap sey ........ ss school 

2 At the age of five they go to ......sss school. 

3 At the age of eleven they goto ................. school 

4 When they're sixteen they ........... exams, and afterwards they can go to a college 
[5| MSN e een Rr CRM if they want. 

5 Many pupils oss diii at school for another two years and do ‘A’ levels. 


6 Nowadays, a lot of pupils to university after they leave school. 


M AERRRERERRARERERHAERRSETATERH FRETI nth 


Choose the correct word to complete the sentences. Sometimes both are correct. 


We take / do exams in the summer. Both are correct. 

The school timetable / schedule is more or less the same every day. 
The day is divided into / out of seven lessons. 

The pupils do / study about ten subjects. 

There is usually a rest / break three times a day. 

Schools often break out / break up after they finish exams. 

After pupils leave school, many of them take / get a job. 

Pupils can wear / dress the way they want. 


ONOO BWYN FE 


Complete the sentences. 


1 There were three „ferms in the school year. 


BARERTRRERRARRRERRSATATRRRRREERATERAREATE 


2 | had to a uniform. 


PPrrrrrrr trite iit it tr 


3 [had to call the zs ctia teachers ‘si? ando oiu cdd teachers ‘miss’. 
4 loccasionally Zot into ss at school for doing things I shouldn't do. 
5 Theteachers at my school were strict, and they 


6 My school had a really nice, relaxed 


DPI 


Over to 


Answer the questions about the education system in your country. If possible, compare 
your answers with someone else. 


1 Do you have state schools and private schools? 

2 Do all children have nursery education? 

3 When do children go to primary school and secondary school? 

4 Do all schools have the same terms? 

5 When can children leave school? 

6 Do pupils normally have to wear a uniform, or can they wear what they want? 
7 Are teachers usually quite strict? 


8 Is the atmosphere quite relaxed in most schools? 
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Studying English and taking exams 


How are they getting on?* 
This is what Nastya, an English teacher, thinks about some of her students. 


CC Jade has a wide vocabulary [knows a lot of words] and speaks very 
accurately [without mistakes], but she needs to practise her speaking more 
in order to become more fluent [ableto speak naturally without stopping]. ? 2 


66 Angel is quite fluent, but his accent [the way he pronounces words] is not 
very good. In particular, he has problems with certain consonants 
[letters of the alphabet (a-z), which are not the vowels a, e, i, o, u]. 29 


66 Jose has no problem making himself understood [saying things in a way 
people understand], but he needs to increase his vocabulary [make it bigger], 
because at the momentit’s quite basic [elementary;syn simple]. ?? 


Nastya 


66 Olga is always willing to [happy and ready to] experiment with language [try something new to 
see what it is like]. For that reason she sometimes gets things wrong [makes mistakes], but she 
learns from her mistakes and she’s making a lot of progress. 99 


CC Andreas is a fantastic language learner. He picks things up [learns things without trying] very 
quickly, and he has a good ear for language [is good at hearing, repeating and understanding sounds 
and words]. 2? 


*What progress are they making? 


Common 


We use adjectives with nouns, and adverbs with verbs. 
He's a fluent speaker. (NOT He's a fluently speaker.) She speaks accurately. (NOT She speaks aeeurate.) 
| need to speak English well. (NOT | need to speak English geed.) 


Examinations 
Language 


You can take or do an exam (NOT make an exam). If you are successful and do well, you pass; if 


you are not successful and do badly, you fail. Before taking an exam, you revise for the exam. 
[study /prepare for the exam] Sometimes you can also retake an exam. [do it again] 


CC My students are taking the Cambridge English: First exam in June, and for some of 
them it will be hard work!. | think Angel might fail, but he's doing his best?, so with a bit 
of luck he might pass. | expect most of the others to pass. Andreas is a strong candidate? 
and I’m sure he'll get a good grade (syn mark). | think Jade and Olga will also do well. 


At the moment I’m trying to get through’ the coursebook so that we can do some revision”. 

| think the most important thing is to do some exam preparation?. Today | want the students 
to do/write an essay’. Most of them still find it difficult to write accurately, so | need to work 
on that with them. 2? 


! work that requires a lot of effort ?revise for the exam 

? making as much effort as he can; syn trying his best — ?getting ready for the exam 

3 someone who is taking an exam Ta short piece of writing about a particular subject 
^finish 
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Exercises 


33.1  Choosethe correct word to complete the sentences. Sometimes both are correct. 


1 We made (godsomething wrong in the first question. 

2 I had to do/ write an essay. 

3 Mysister picks up / out languages very quickly. 

4 | will have to revise for / revise my exam next week. 

5 The students always do / make their best. 

6 Tomas wants to do / take the exam in June. 

7 Karin failed / lost the exam, but she can retake it next year. 


33.2 Complete the sentences. The first letter has been given to help you. 


1 There are twenty-six letters in thea aet... 
2. At is the highest goa iasasanus you can get. 
3. There are over 100 Gs e Ei taking the exam. 
4 We had to write an e... for homework in not more than 200 words. 
5 | need to Wess: on my grammar; it's not very good. 
6 | need to ks coo nes my vocabulary; it's still very b... : 
T Aand E are Vasen ; B, Cand D are corer eee ree 
8 Studying for my exam is h.e |  — "but it will be worth the effort. 
9 Our teacher was always w................ to help us with our exam preparation. 
33.3 Rewrite the sentences on the left starting with the words given. Keep a similar meaning. 
1 Can you retake the exam? Can you do Ze exam again? 
2 They will need to revise for the exam. They will need to do some „sssr 
3 I will work as hard as I can. IATL (Ke [o ttt 
4 We need to prepare for the exam. We need to dO SOITIO masanna 
5 | make mistakes. | Bet s sc 
6 Ican listen and repeat things accurately. Ihave a good ......... e * 


33.4 Complete the dialogues. 


1 eo et Main GER T EADEM EMT 


is her pronunciation good? 

: No, she has quite a strong „s... 

: Can Elke speak naturally without stopping? 

* Yes she's quite ssec cr 

And does she make many mistakes? 

No, she's qUite a a cime when she speaks. 
: Does Victor know a lot of English? 

No, but he can make himself 
Will you finish the book? 

: Yeah, we should get it. 


: Did Amy do in her exam? 


sssssssssepsseserssossesssssssssersseset 


: Yes, she got 80%. 


A 
QD »UDBPUDPUPUPUPUZrT 


33.5 Over to 


Answer the questions. If possible, ask someone else the same questions. 


Do you think you ... 


.. can make yourself understood?  ... have a wide vocabulary? 

.. have a strong accent? ... have a good ear for language? 

.. are quite accurate? ... pick things up quickly? 

.. are quite fluent? ... often experiment with new language? 
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University education 


Subjects 
You can do/study these subjects at university but not always at school. 
medicine (to become a doctor) law (to become a lawyer) 
engineering (to become an engineer) architecture (to become an architect) 
economics (to become an economist) psychology (to become a 
psychologist) 


business studies (to become a businessman/ 
woman and go into business) 


Studying at university 
Some students go to university because they enjoy studying, others just want a 
qualification’. First, however, you have to get good grades in your 
final school exams to get a place at many universities. You can then 
study for / do a degree’. If you complete the course successfully, 
you get your degree? and receive a certificate". In the UK, most 
degree courses last? three years, although some take longer, e.g. 
medicine or law. 


l've got a degree 
in economics. 


Teachers at university are usually called lecturers, and most of the 
teaching is done through lectures*. The most senior lecturers have 
the title Professor. Students doing arts subjects, e.g. English or 
history, will spend time working in the library and writing essays". 
Students doing science degrees, e.g. physics or chemistry, will probably spend a lot of their 
time working in a laboratory (infml lab). 


E 


: 2 eat 
> A ES = aee 


library laboratory (lab) 


! something that you get when you are 
successful in an exam 


? do a course at university 


Language 


3 (also the word for) a university qualification — veb; acjective 

^a document that shows you have completed 
a course successfully succeed (in (un) 

6 the lecturer talks and the students listen 

"short pieces of writing on a particular subject 


Postgraduate degrees 

When students are doing their first degree, they are called undergraduates. When they 
complete their degree, they are graduates. Some graduates go on to do [do something in the 
future] a Master's, e.g. in the UK an MA (Master of Arts) or MSc (Master of Science). These are 
called postgraduate degrees. The longest one is a PhD (Doctor of Philosophy) where students 
do research [make a detailed study of one particular subject] for at least three years. 
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34.1 


34.2 


34.3 


34.4 


34.5 


Exercises 


Complete the sentences. 


1 To become a psychologist you need to study psychology l 
2 To become an engineer you need to study ................ : 

3 To become a doctor you need to study .................. 1 

4 To become an economist you need to study .............. ' 
5 To become a lawyer you need to study ............ ss 

6 To become an architect you need to study 


Meth ha ahhh th rtr 


Put the sentences in the correct order. 


| did a degree course. 

| passed with good grades. 

| got a Master's. 

| did a postgraduate course. 

| did my final exams at school. 

| became an undergraduate. 

| got a place at university. 

| got a degree in business studies. 


L JEJE IEJETJEIETE] 


Are the sentences about English universities true or false? If a sentence is false, correct it. 
1 The teachers are all called professors. False. Most teachers ave called lecturers. 


MRSRATRERATARRRTRERARARRRATARARERRATARARATRRTERARATARARRRRRTRRARERRRARRAERRRERARATERTERERRAURERERERUERRERRRRORETRARROERRATRARETAMAMATERATE 


Anyone can go to university If they want to. nass d S EE as 
Some students go to university just to get a qualification. 
Most university degree courses in the UK last two years. 

Students Bo to lectures at University. seeiecucmud DEM M MM M EUM CE 
If you.are unsuccessful, you get d dÉBl'ee.. assasscsasidutuEdudi cM DEG RR NIMM a cere mr, 
Students studying for their first degree are called graduates. 


MAR ERRAERREERRRRREAEASTERTERETRERERRREREEREATAETERFARATEREARRFERATERERMATRRVRREEFAV ETT PIA Rt 


NSATARERERERERARERERERSERERERERHRRRETEREREEREATATEREREARATERARRRRRERRATATERATREITAITAMATATATATEMAM 


NOM BW h2 


DOO———A—M——W—W»W»e————M——————M————M—————————————M—MwWwWwW»É—W  ——————————————————M——^MAM—M———————————————————————Ó—Ó—Á— 


OOA—M—WMM——————— ———————M—————————^MM————————————————5—— e —————AA————M——M—wm——————————R—A—A—AAWWAAIOePP 


9 APhDisa postsraduate dePree.  cuccaadacatcdad M MEM a MM MM M C MEE MM DEM E 
10 If you study arts subjects, you work in a laboratory. 


MARERRRRRRARATEREREREREREARARRRERRTRATERERERRRERRARARERERERRRRRRARARRRERRAFATARAPRERHRHAPE A arant 


RAREATRETERAERARRERARAERERERERERRARAERRRRARRERERETESERRRSEREREARATARARERERERRRERETEREREARAEERERAETERERERRRRREARAERRRERERRRERRETERAREAEREREARAEFERETREERETERERRAREFRRTRRTERAETRSEREREREREARARREERRRRRATRHEIER EA PREHAMATERHETESTERETAMA ATA heh 


Complete the text. 
Stephen got very good} grades. — in his final school exams, and he went to university and got 
a? in economics. He then ° to do an MSc. 


a OOO 


PTUS a year, and at the end of it, he had an offerto go 

AESTON business with a friend. After two years though, he decided to go back to university 
todo® for a PhD. He knows it will be three years’ work without much money, but he 
loves studying, and never went to university just for a ’ that would get him a good 


job earning a lot of money. 


"ussaraqesasesensavasensessesesenevusens 


Over to 


Answer the questions. If possible, compare your answers with someone else. 

1 Do you need to pass exams before you can go to university in your country? 

2 How long do most degree courses last? 

3 In England the first degree is called a BA or BSc. What are they called in your country? 
4 Do you have similar postgraduate degrees in your country? 


5 Do you get a certificate when you finish your degree? 
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Working with your hands socket 


pipes 
e ia 
^? brick | = " Er 
2 | wood i : A. 


T Bs ) 
iy} 4: é lie q 
5 
[5 | cy ^ 
gsm L 3 4 
builder carpenter plumber electrician mechanic 
[builds or [makes things [installs and [installs and repairs [repairs cars 
repairs homes] using wood] repairs water electrical things, e.g. when there is a 
pipes, etc.] lights] problem] 


Language 


When something is damaged or broken, we often use repair or fix. 
Dad repaired/fixed the window for me. I need someone to fix/repair the computer. 


With small pieces of equipment we can also use mend; with clothes we often use mend. 
Could you fix/repair/mend my watch? l've mended your trousers for you. 


ENEN) sees 
what he/she does 


job 
LENIN 
wem | consols te fnancal stasen ofpeopleandcompanes 


university lecturer teaches in a university, e.g. gives lectures 


* jobs that need a lot of training and/or education 


The medical profession 

These people treat people or animals. [give medicine or medical help] 

GPs [general practitioners: doctors who don't work in a hospital], dentists [people who look after 
your teeth] and vets [animal doctors] all work in a place called a surgery. In hospital there 


are nurses who look after people, and surgeons who operate on people. [open the body to 
remove or repair a part that is damaged] 


a) The armed forces and the emergency services 


My son joined the army when he was 18. [became a member of] 


N 
soldier sailor pilot police officer — fireman/ 
(inthe army) (in the navy) (in the air force) (inthe police firefighter (in the 
force) fire brigade) 
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Exercises 


35.1 Match the job on the left with something the person uses on the right. 


1 lecturer a agun 
2 plumber [|] b wood 
3 accountant L] c books 
4 builder [] d pipes 
5 soldier [] e bricks 
6 carpenter [] f numbers 


35.2 Write down one job from the opposite page that would be difficult for the person in 2-6, 
and three jobs that would be difficult for the person in 7-9. 


Someone who didn't go to university. dentist M 

Someone who is always sick on a boat. 

Someone who is not interested in cars. .— |... e 

Someone who is afraid of dogs. .— | |...  .. 

Someone who is afraid of heights and high places. — ............. 

Someone who is terrible at numbers and maths. — —— ussssssessrsresssssn 

Someone who isn't good at working with their HANGS. — s t rtt 
Someone who cannot see very well. 

Someone who will not work in the evening or at 
weekends. 


a*stss saos sestoa roin 


RARTRARRRERERTRRERRRRERRRRRARR  FETERERSFRRRRRRRRRRTRRRRMAR FRTERARARERARATERHRA HT ERT. 


O ONAOBWYN FS 


35.3 Test your knowledge. Can you write down what these people do without looking at the 
opposite page? 


orreen 
crrr 


RSRRATRATESTRRERRETERATARTESARARERTAERTARAETERTARTRRTERATRRTERAERATRRSRRARRTAREREATERTARAETARRREEREZESERERETASARTARATERAERTRRRTERRRRTRRSERARARERRERATERSTERERRTARATRRTRRTETAERATAEREFRRTETIATRAFARERHARATETERE 


1r y g——— ——— ————————É''YV————— 
ASUEN ete RR CT ————————— d ————————-—XEÜ 
BPG CI, DM D Cc C aa 
A dentist asesino D FE d Bd SEM R EE M MM EM aaan 


O ONAN AUNE 


35.4 Complete the dialogues. 


n 
Es 


She's a police officer. 


tree a nsouseseeseonusesesaeseeeenenesdacssonsececeseedeeeneseeeoskusetne nha e EHAERRATATRRSTERYRRAERRTERAERREERTRATEREERERETETAEPATERIAFEAPATEFITIHPIME, 


N 


SERENE E EERE ENTE OE EEE ERS E ETERS ER ERATE ER ERE SESE ESE SET ESE RES ERTEESERSTESEERSE ETERS SESE ESE RETEST ESSENSE ESERES ESTEE ERE ESTERSERSEESERET SOR ERT REE RE ERSTE EES 


Co 


D 
UD 2 UJZzUZDPUU 


on 


TERROR EEE REE REE R EEE ERE EEE EATER EEESEEE ERE EOERSERETEREEEE EES EEEERET ES EROEEET ERE EEEES ERATE EE ESE ERT E EERSTE EEE ERET EEE ERSEESE RE EREE ETERS HETERO TREE EO ED 


35.5 Over to 


Write a list of friends, relatives or neighbours who have jobs. What does each person do? 
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Talking about your work 


What do you do? 


People can ask what job you do in different ways; you can answer in different ways. 


A: What do you do? B: | work in sales / 


marketing / a bank, etc. 


A 7 
c Eis. A: What do you do for a B: lm a doctor / 
E | ni living? hairdresser, etc. 
A: What's your job? F 


B: I work for Union Bank / 
Fiat / Sony, etc. 


What does that involve?* 

James and Emma are business consultants [people who help others in a particular area]. They advise 
people who want to set up [start] a business, especially in health and fitness. James deals with the 
marketing [does the work in marketing; syn handle], while Emma is responsible for [in control of; syn in 
charge of] products [things that people make/produce] such as towels, equipment, beauty products, etc. 


Common 


| have a lot of work to do. (NOT | have a lot of werks to do.) 


She advises me. (NOT She advices me.) BUT She gives me advice. (NOT She gives me advise.) 
My job involves a lot of travel. OR My job involves travelling. (NOT My job involves te-travel.) 


Amy is a manager in a veterinary surgery. She runs [organises or controls] the day-to-day [happening 
every day] business of the surgery and is in charge of a small team: three receptionists, an accounts 
manager and a secretary. Her work involves a lot of admin [short for administration] such as buying 
food, medicine and equipment; she also handles any complaints that customers make. [when 
customers complain / say that something is wrong or is not satisfactory] 


* What do you have to do exactly? 


Pay 

Most workers are paid [receive money] every month; this is called a salary. Your income is the total 
amount of money you receive in a year. This might be money from one job; it might be money from 
two jobs. We can express this in different ways: 

My income is about £25,000. OR | earn/make about £25,000 a year [every year]. 

Some of that income you can keep, but some goes to the government; in the UK this is called income 
tax, e.g. | lose 2096 of my income in income tax. 


Language 


A salary is money paid to professional people, e.g. doctors or teachers, and to office workers for the 
work they do, and is usually paid into a person's bank account every month. Wages are usually paid 
for each hour/day/week of work to people who do more physical jobs, e.g. building or cleaning. 


Conditions* 

Most people work fixed hours [always the same], e.g. 9 am to 5.30 pm. We often call this a nine-to-five 
job. Other people have to do/work overtime [work extra hours]. Some people get paid for overtime; 
others don't. Some people have good working conditions, e.g. nice offices, paid holidays, extra time 
off [not at work] for a new mother and father when a baby is born, etc. There is also a minimum wage 
[an amount of money workers receive, and employers cannot pay less than this]. 

* the situation in which people work or live 
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36.1 


36.2 


36.3 


36.4 


36.5 


Exercises 


Tick (v ) the words which are directly connected with money. 


pay v earn handle wages 
salary income consult product 


Match the words on the left with the words on the right. 


1 setup a clients 

2 incharge [|] b acompany 

3 deal [] C overtime 

4 earn [] d with complaints 

5 do [C] e ofa small department 

6 advise [] f money 

Rewrite the sentences on the left starting with the words given. Keep a similar meaning. 
1 What do you do? What's Jour [BA tt 
2 lm a marketing assistant. | WO I Keane EE E LE CE MEI TE 
3 I’m employed by the government. | WOU uasa S EEUU EMO dc M REPE 
4 | earn £34,000 a year from my two jobs. MY —— ————H 
5 What do you have to do exactly? What does your job ............ ntn 
6 I’m responsible for the reception area. lI dl. aussi D ata M EE 
7 What's your job? Whiat do you do TOF Leacnaptpredé EM RERIMR MN NEOQE 
8 I have to read government reports. My job InvalVesu osse etUm MF ONDE HE VH DN MM 
9 | advise clients. [f NER RR encanta ecm 

10 I complained about the service. | iade C a a a 

Complete the texts. Put one word in each gap. 

Alexander Carpenter works tsn sales, and he's a regional manager. He 

c ——— the north-west region and he’s 3, for a small team of five other 

sales people. His job 5... a lot of travelling within the region, and he's in contact with 

his team on a day-to- 5... basis. It's nota nine-to- ê, job: Alexander has 

to do a lot of ^... . Fortunately he can 2... a lot more money by doing 

this, and his working Oar are quite good. After income 19... ess he makes 

£60,000 E MR year. Recently his wife had a baby, but the company gave him extra time 


— to be with her after the birth. 

Kelly Bradbury is a financial adviser for a bank. She specialises in mortgages, which means that she 
x PPAR people who want to buy a flat or a house. At the moment Kelly spends a lot of 
Diet BIITIO leer esame D cH with young people who are trying to buy a property for the first time, 
which is not easy. She works *° hours - 9 am to 5 pm - and she doesn't have to 
16 


overtime. 


Mhesstuasossssasussusassessseosesasessen 


Rettrsssosaesasnaeosesusossesssesaessenan 


Over to 


Answer the questions about working conditions in your country. If possible, compare 
your answers with someone else. 


1 What are normal working hours for most office jobs in your country? 


2 How much income tax do most people pay? (e.g. 1096 or 2096 of what they earn) 


3 Do male and female workers normally get time off if they have a baby? If so, how much? 


4 Is there a minimum wage? If so, do you know what it is? 
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80 


Making a career 


Getting a job* 

66When | left school, | applied for! jobs in different companies, and finally, after sending out lots 
of CVs? and having some interviews?, a small company employed me’. | didn't earn a lot, but the 
company gave me some training, which was good. 99 

* finding a job 

1 wrote a letter of application for 

? à document which describes your education and the jobs you have done 

3a meeting where someone asks you questions to see if you are suitable for a job 

: gave me a job 

? help and advice to learn how to do a job or activity 


Common 


| had some training. (NOT | had a-training.) You can also go on / do a training course [a period of 
organised help and advice, often in a different place] (NOT fermatien or stage). 


Promotion 

661 worked hard and soon | was promoted [given a better job with more responsibility]. They also 
gave me a good pay rise [more money]. It was really good experience [knowledge you get from doing 
something such as a job], and when my boss left the company a few years later, they gave me an 
important promotion [a move to a higher job in the company]. 22 


Resignation* 

CC By my mid-twenties, | was getting a bit bored, and decided | wanted to work abroad [in another 
country]. So, | quit my job [told the company | was leaving; syn resign] and started looking for jobs in the 
UK. After a couple of months | got a job in London. At first | liked it, but ... 99 


* when you say officially you are leaving a job 


Unemployment* 

CC After six months, | got fed up with the job - and I think I was enjoying myself too much to work 
very hard. Finally, the company sacked me [told me to leave the company; syn gave me the sack], and 
after that | was unemployed [without a job; syn out of work] for two months. Finally | got a part-time 
job [working only part of the day or week; opp full-time job] in the kitchen of a restaurant. 99 


* when people do not have a job 


Common 


Claudio didn't have a job. (NOT He didn't have awerk.) 


Success and retirement* 

CCI loved the restaurant. | learned how to cook, and two 
years later | became manager. Three years after that | 
opened my own restaurant. [belonging to me / it was my 
restaurant] It was very successful [it did well and made money], 
and twenty years later, | owned five restaurants, and | was 
the owner of two hotels. | believe anyone can succeed [be 
successful] if they work hard enough - and have a little bit of 
luck. Last year, aged sixty, | retired and went back to Italy. 99 


* the time when people stop work, often at 60 or 65 


Claudio 
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37.1 


37.2 


37.3 


37.4 


Exercises 


Match the answers on the right with the questions on the left. 


1 Why did they sack him? a Because he was 65. 

2 Why did they promote him? C] b Because he needed more training. 

3 Why did he apply for the job? c Because he was late for work every day. 
4 Why did he retire? Because he was out of work. 


LI 
C] d 

5 Why did he quit his job? C] e Because he was the best person in the department. 
C] f 


6 Why did he go on the course? Because he didn’t like his boss. 


Complete the table. 


verb | noun | adjective 


emm 
mme o O 
C NEM 


Complete the sentences. 


1 Lucy is hoping to Z4... a job in a travel agency when she leaves school. 
2 | decided to work... to see what life was like in another country. 

3 I don't want a full-time job. ld prefer to work... 

4 her job when her boss refused to give her rgo qe——Á—À 
5 | didn’t earn much money in the job, but it was still good 


sent me on several training 


RERRRAEFETRRHATATRATARATHATARHFISERHH HF 


Maususssma hmmm ORTH EReR® * 


6 After they sacked me, | was out of... eee. for six months. 
7 It'snoteasy to, nn in business; you need ability and luck. 
8 I think you should definitely... for that job. 
9 Ivan was terrible as a tour guide; that's why they gave him the ................. ; 
10 I’ve worked for other people most of my life, but I’d really like to run my .........- 
company. 
11 used to semitis a company but it wasn't a ee. | lost a lot of money 


12 Ifshe's interested in that job, she'll have to write a letter of 


M RA RRERETEREEHTATEAEEMEEMATESTERETET PE. 


Over to 


If you have a job, answer the questions. If possible, ask someone else the same 
questions. 


1 Have you been promoted since you started working at your present company? 


2 Do you normally get a good pay rise at the end of each year? 


3 Have you been on many training courses since you started work? 
4 Would you like to go on more training courses in the future? 
5 Have you ever resigned from a job, or been given the sack? 
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38 Working in an office 


AY Office equipment noticeboard 


calendar 


filing wA ator ! 
cabinet 4 a dia FREU files 


(rubbish) bin 


EN) orice work 


Josh works for a company which produces! furniture. He doesn’t work in the factory where 
the furniture is produced, but in the offices across the road. 


His job involves? quite a lot of paperwork’. He types’ letters to different companies, sends 
out invoices? to customers and sends emails. 


He also has to arrange’ visits to other companies, make appointments’ for his boss, and 
sometimes he shows visitors round the factory. Occasionally he has to attend? meetings with his 
boss, but one of Josh's most important tasks is to organise? the office party every year. 


! makes ® plan and prepare 

? includes doing T arrange a time when you meet someone 
3 work that uses paper, e.g. reports, forms ? go to; fml 

^ writes using a keyboard ? plan and arrange 


? documents showing how much the customer has to pay 


Language 


eC | Office problems 


Josh is having a bad day today. The photocopier has broken downt, the computer isn’t 
working and the printer has run out of? paper. On top of that, two of his colleagues? are 
absent’, just when there is loads of? work to do. 


stopped working ^ not in the office; syn off 
*has no more ^ lots of; infml 
3 people you work with 
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Exercises 


38.1  Finishthe noun in each sentence. 


1 l've just got myself a new key. board. EEEN i 

2 | threw all that stuff in the rubbish ............... : 

3 He put most of the stuff in the filing ..................... 

4 It’s avery boring job and | spend most of my time doing general DODO u.s ‘ 
5 | told him to put the details on the notice... , 


38.2 Which words are being defined? 


The place where you throw away paper you don't want. LL 

People you work with. — ss 

Something you put on a wall which tells you the date. „sssr 

A book where you write down appointments and things you have to do. 
A piece of paper which shows a customer what they have bought and what they must pay. 


O AUNE 


D 


6 An electronic device that helps you to add up numbers and do maths... 
7 An informal word meaning "lots? — sss 


38.3 Complete the dialogues. 
1 


assasssssossssssssssasossosossesesesos 


l've to see the bank manager on Friday, but | think I’m going to be away. 


Frater nar 


: OK. Do you want me to make another oo cccccccccssnssssssnsessees for you? 
: Yes, please. That would be great. Next Thursday or Friday, if possible. 
3 Why can't we use the printer? 
—— ÁN of ink. 
4 Do you have to ss meetings? 


: Yes, sometimes, if my boss is away and he can't go. 


: We've got some visitors coming tomorrow. 
: Right. Would you like me to them the factory? 


: What does your work ............ ? 
: Basically, | have to 


D> D> D> DS FHS DD 
c 
= 


38.4 Rewrite the sentences using the words in capitals. Keep a similar meaning. 


1 My boss isn't here today. or: My boss 57 ted Ay 
2 The photocopier is broken. work The photocopie t ent Ec Ie DUE 
3 We're very busy today. Loans ee ae a ec ers 
4 | have to go to a meeting. arteno lhave commence cee dac an ae aint En M ON MES 
5 We don’t have any more paper. runout |lrePP—À 
6 Why isn't he here this morning? assent Dp —————————— 


38.5 Over to 


Have you got a job? If so, are these statements true for you? If you haven't got a job, 
answer for someone you know. 


| do lots of paperwork. | attend meetings. | send loads of emails. 
| organise events. | type letters. | show people round. 
| use a photocopier. | send invoices. | repair things that break down. 
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Running a company 


A successful business Language 

This is the story of a 

company that has achieved If you achieve something, you have been successful in something 
a great deal [a lot] in a that needed a lot of work and effort. The noun is achievement, e.g. 


short period of time. Writing a book has been my greatest achievement. 


LOCAL BUSINESS SPOTLIGHT 


DENHAM FARM BAKERY [EK 


DENHAM FARM BAKERY! is a family business, with three different generations 
(father, son and granddaughter) of the family currently? working with a team of 
90 employees. The company was set up? in 1991 with the aim^ of producing 

a variety? of bread of the highest quality®. The Denham family saw there was 

a growing demand’ for organic products in the 1990s, and they soon became 
experts? in the field of organic bread-making. 


The company is run? from a factory in Ilminster, where the bread is baked daily? 


DENHAM and then delivered" to shops across the south- west of England. The firm? has 


Farm Bakery expanded? a great deal in the last 20 years, but it still remains a family business. 
1 place where bread and cakes are made or sold 8 people with skill/knowledge in something 
? now, at the moment (NOT actually) ? organised and controlled 
3 started (used about a company or organisation) 10 every day 
^a plan of what you hope to achieve 1 taken (to shops) 
? different types 12 company or business 
* how good or bad something is 13 become bigger 


"when more people want to buy something 


A view of a company 


MORGAN & STENSON 


Morgan & Stenson are a firm of accountants '. James Morgan is a former owner of a football club, 
They were formerly? Stenson & Son, but were with many contacts’ in the football world, so many 
taken over® by JS Morgan five years ago. James of his clients® are footballers. 


Morgan took up the position’ of senior partner, 
and the company changed its name to Morgan 

& Stenson. The headquarters’ of the firm are in 
Newcastle, but they have five other branches? in 
different parts of the north-east of England. 


Last year the company attracted a lot of attention® 
when it became the first firm of accountants to 
advertise on local TV and radio. At the time, James 
Morgan said it was his ambition 1° to change the 
image" that people have of accountants. 


1 people who control a person or company’s money T people you know 

^in the past but not now ? people who pay someone for a service 
? JS Morgan got control of Stenson & Son ? caused people to notice it 

^started in the job 10 something someone wants to achieve 
5the place where the main office is H the way that people think of them 


* offices that are part of the company 


Language 


We usually talk about an ex-wife/boyfriend, etc., but a former president/career/banker, etc. 
Shops and organisations have customers; lawyers, accountants, etc. have clients. 
We take up a job or activity, but we set up a company. 
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Exercises 


39.1  Tick(/)the words which refer to people. 


headquarters employee branches expert bakery 
accountant quality client contacts variety 


39.2 Replace the underlined word(s) with a word or phrase that has a similar meaning. 


mM 


The food is delivered every day. daily SOOT AM 

There is a real need for food of this quality. — sss 
Our plan isto open another branch. — sss 

The company is doing well. 
We have 25 workers. — s 
| started the business ten years ago. 
Their main offices are in Sheffield. — LLL LÁ LL LÁ ÉL s. 

He's hoping for a position in the company. — sss 


The firm is getting bigger. eiue 
The company made alot of money last year. essees 


O ANDO BW YN 


m 
e 


39.3 Choose the best word to complete the sentences. 


1 They're experts(n)/ on farming. 
2 When did you set up / take up tennis? 
3 Herlaw firm has many famous clients / customers. 
4 She's actually my ex-//former wife; we got divorced last year. 
5 When did they set up / take up the company? 
6 The shop assistant was serving a client / customer. 
7 Marcel used to work here, but he's currently / actually working abroad. 
8 Arethey planning to take up / take over the company? 
9 George Bush is a former / an ex- president of America. 

39.4 Rewrite the sentences using the words in capitals. Keep a similar meaning. 
1 He makes different cakes. variety He makes a variety of CARES 
2 They were very successful. ACHIEVE ipo ———————— Á— 
3 | know a lot of people in banking. contacts E P E LENS RINT A IRONIA SR PH RN N AAE AART 
4 They used to be called BMG. ronwERY p ———————————— 
5 I’ve always wanted to fly a plane. ameition p ——————U—Á 
6 She has a great knowledge of finance. exert SC ——————————— 
7 People noticed the adverts. attract ILES I ———— — 


39.5 Complete the text. 


Danielle Spinks set up her motorbike courier service (DCS) in 1979. If you 


wanted to send documents across London, Danielle promised to ' 
them in less than one hour. It was only a small? | ^ ^  ,butDCS 


? immediate success, so Danielle setupanother^ | —— |] 
of the company in Manchester, which was? | — by her brother, 
Darren. The business soon ê | 1 .repidly, and itis now Danielle's 


" to have a branch of her courier service in every major city 
in England. 
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Business and finance 


Rise and fall 


These verbs describe trends [movements] in sales [how much you sell], prices, etc. 


When sales or prices rise / go up / increase, they can do it in different ways: 


They can rise slightly [a bit]. oy 


They can rise gradually [slowly over a long period]. aad 


They can rise sharply [quickly and by a large amount]. 


The opposite can also happen. Prices or sales can fall / go down / decrease slightly, gradually 


or sharply. If prices don't rise or fall, they stay the same. 


— 


We use certain prepositions to say by how much something rises or falls. 


The price has risen by 10 pence. 


Sales fell from 8,000 units to 6,500 units. 


Rise/increase and fall/decrease can also be used as nouns, with certain prepositions. 


There’s been a gradual rise in prices. 
There’s been a sharp fall in sales. 


Language 


We’ve seen a slight increase in profit. 
Profits were £5 million, which is a decrease of 10%. 


Profit is the money you receive from your business after you have paid all your costs (opp loss). 
Last year the company made a profit of €2 million but this year they could make a loss. 


Financial language 


With the economy! now 
improving, banks are reporting 
positive signs? that the number 
of loans? is increasing. 


TRADE 


YEAR 1 YEAR 2 YEAR 3 YEAR 4 PRESENT 


Figures® published yesterday show that 


trade? between the two countries has now 
risen for the fifth year in a row”. 


1the system by which a country’s trade, industry 
and money are organised 

something which shows something is happening 

3 money that you borrow 

^the rate at which prices increase 

? increasing worries 

* (see language help below) 

"this is spoken as two per cent 


Language 


With inflation^ expected to rise, there are 
growing fears? that interest rates? could 
go up by as much as 2%/ next year. 


EUROPE 


ll CURRENCY 


Although the value! of the pound fell 
slightly against the dollar yesterday, the 
news that sales rose in the last quarter’? 
has raised? hopes that we may be 


coming out of recession". 
=> Read full story 


5 an amount shown in numbers, e.g. 500 

? buying and selling between countries 

1? one after another with no break 

1 the money that something can be sold for 
12 (in business) a period of three months 

13 increased; you can also raise prices 

14 a time when the economy is not successful 


Interest is what the bank charges you [asks you to pay] when you borrow money from them, and 
the interest rate is how much you must pay as a percentage, e.g. 596, 896, etc. So, if you borrow 
£100 for a year and the interest rate is 1596 a year, you'll have to pay back £115. 
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40.2 


40.3 


40.4 


Exercises 


Choose the correct word to complete the sentences. 


We made a profit(of) for six million euros. 

Sales rose to / by 1096 last year. 

The value of the shares fell from / for 240 pence to 225 pence. 
There was a fall of / from 5% in the value of the shares. 

There has been a gradual rise with / in profits. 

The company made a loss two years on / in a row. 

What's the current value of/ in the euro? 


-JoU01 4» Q2) N20 FH 


Which words or phrases are being defined? 


The amount of money that something can be sold for. piu Ei 
Money you borrow from a bank for your business. „sussies 
What the bank charges you when you borrow money. 
The rate at which prices increase. ss 
The money that a company receives for its goods after paying all the costs. — sss 
Buying and selling goods and services between countries. ooo... ccccccssssssssssssssssessesseseee 

A movement in sales, prices, etc. over a period of time. — 


M'TRRATATEHATAESEPETETATRRERHTFRESHSTEMET 


-dMoc-» 0 hl nm 


Complete the two short texts, then answer each of the two questions. 


NEN of €500 for one year and the bank ...................... you 20% 
how much will you have to ............sssss to the bank at the end of the year? 


1 If you get a bank 


Prrrrrrirrr iri ir iit titi el) 


errr rrrrrrr rrr RTT EE 


2 If you take out a similar amount from another bank, and the interest is 15 


,how much will you atthe end of the year? 


Maite D T SUUM GS B T SENSE MURS JJ VEM! amma SO m S T S RUNS M n e) ONU esso nr 


Look at the graph and complete the text. 


The 4A ee shows sales baana for the last three and a half years. Three years 
—— slightly and reached 100,000 units by the end of the year. The company 
idt E E a profit of almost £500,000 and decided to ? the price from £8.95 
to £10.25. It had an immediate effect: there was a 9... | Supr in sales over 
ne year. It was bad news, and the company made a 8.. . And in the next year sales 


TTA SANN the same. However, in the first two M of this year, they have 
11 12 


BERRARRRARARRARRRARRARRRERRATARERRARAARR — "ERESRRARARARARRATERSERATESTERAPEREHRATAS 


Penn nent nee n nent eeenetenereneeneenees 


100,000 


90,000 80,000 


UNITS SOLéD,000 50,000 50,000 


40.5 


30,000 


0 


Three Years Ago Two Years Ago Last Year Current Year 


Over to 


Can you answer these questions about your own country? 

1 What is the inflation rate at the moment? 

2 If you borrow money from the bank, what is the approximate interest rate you will be charged? 
3 Do you think the economy is doing well or badly? 


4 When was the last time your country was in recession? 


5 What is the value of your currency against the dollar? 
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41 Sport and leisure 


88 


swimming 
costume 


goalkeeper 


erson | verb(s) 


LNANN 
LL nk 
over [Ret ong NN 
C NN 

ce 


Language 


We play sports such as football, ice hockey, tennis, golf and basketball. 

I play football in the winter. | play basketball twice a week. 

We use go with other sports and activities, especially those ending in -ing. 

| go swimming in the lake during summer. We often go rock climbing in the mountains. 
We use do with a lot of / a bit of + -ing. 

I did a bit of sailing in the holidays. don't doa lot of running these days. 


Leisure activities* 


tent 
E AN. APE 


camping rock climbing jogging yoga going to the gym 


We often go camping in the summer, and we usually do a bit of rock climbing as well. 

My best friend does a lot of yoga. She works out in the gym two or three times a week as well. 
My brother enjoys jogging, and it keeps him fit [helps his body to stay in good condition]. 

My mum does a bit of jogging as well - just for fun [because she enjoys it; syn for pleasure]. 

lm afraid | don't do any exercise at all. 


* activities in your free time 
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41.2 


41.3 


41.4 


41.5 


Exercises 


Put the words into the correct columns. 


swimming golfer court track jump pitch net 
motor racing stick basketball athlete — box skis race 
goalkeeper  racingdriver sail rink skiing swimming costume 


sport person place verb equipment 


Complete the sentences with the correct verb. 


1 We Ay ccs football in the winter at my school. 

2 Do YOU Lee ciat E much exercise? 

3. pisse d DE basketball in the summer and winter. 

4 We always „senene in the winter, as long as there is enough snow. 

5 —— a bit of yoga when I was younger. 

6 We used tO .......e camping in the mountains. 

T's alot of swimming in the summer. 

8 Ifyou want to ess ce fit, you need to run three or four miles every other day. 
9 lüsed tösen in the gym, but I’m getting a bit old for that now. 


What is the sport and who is the person? 


skier 


Complete the last word in each sentence. 


1 Do you know the size of a boxing M n : 
2 [used to play UC gece 
3 We played golf in Scotland, where they have some fantastic golf... 
4 My dad plays golf. He's not a serious golfer; he just plays fOr s 
5 If the girls go swimming, they must remember to take their swimming s 
G We watch a lot of motor. ci iE 
T Ilove swimming, and it helps to keep me... e. 
8 My sister enjoys rock... ees. 
9 You can't go camping unless you have a t- EEEO 
10 Running is good exercise, so four or five times a week | 50, a eg 


Answer these questions. If possible, compare your answers with someone else. 


1 What sport or leisure activities do you do? Why do you do it/them? 


2 What sport do you watch, and where? 
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Competitive sport 


Winning and losing 
In football, you can talk about the score [the number of goals a team has] like this: 


Spain played Poland and they won the game. - Poland lost the game. 

Spain won 2-0 (spoken as two nil). - Poland lost 2-0. 

Spain beat Poland (2-0). (NOT Spain wen Poland.) - Poland lost (2-0) to Spain. 

Spain defeated Poland (2-0). - Poland were defeated (2-0) by Spain. 


Spain and Italy drew 1-1 (spoken as one all) OR It was a 1-1 draw between Spain and Italy. 


Language 


The score at the end of a game is also the result. 
The final score/result was 2-0. The score at half-time was 1-0. (NOT The resit at half-time was 1-0.) 


Competitions 

A competition is an organised event in which people try to win something by being the 

best, the fastest, etc. Individuals, such as tennis players Serena Williams or Rafael Nadal, 

and teams such as Manchester United, take part in [join with others in] different types of 
competition. Tennis players and golfers enter tournaments such as the French Open; football 
and ice hockey teams play in league competitions, where they play against different teams. 
Many teams also play in cup competitions (similar to tournaments), e.g. the FA Cup or the 
World Cup, which ends with two teams playing against each other in a final. The winners 
(opp the losers) are the champions, e.g. Germany became World Cup champions in 2014, and 
Philipp Lahm received the cup as captain of the winning team. 


BEES. Reporting sports events 


90 


du CQ fi 
FOOTBALL TENNIS CYCLING GOLF HOCKEY .. 


! run faster than 
anyone in the 
world before 

?the time when you 
win a game or a 
competition 

3 an important 
competition to 
decide who is 


Another win for Kim Clijsters Canadian Grand Prix „the best 
Kim Clijsters won the women's US There was a superb race for the stopped playing 
Open last night for the second time. Canadian Grand Prix. The winner?, the person who 
She first won the championship? in Lewis Hamilton, passed Sebastian MTS 

2005, but gave up‘ tennis in 2007 to Vettel and won by five seconds. But 9 is in front of 


have a baby. She returned in 2009, others during a 


Nico Rosberg now leads? the drivers 


and is the first mother to win a grand championship with 107 points. competition, 

slam for 29 years. e.g. At half-time, 
Milan are 
leading 1-0. 


Language 


Superb, incredible and outstanding can describe something or someone that is very 
good and of a very high quality, e.g. Pelé was a superb footballer. 
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42.2 


42.3 


42.4 


42.5 


Exercises 


Complete the verb forms with the correct past tense and past participle. 


1 win/ Uem, | fave won 4 draw /[ | 
2° OSC ) guerre ess 7 a MR c 5 break | gee / ab E 
3. beat fpr eerie khasa 6 give Up / Gassen scs adus: 


Choose the correct words to complete the sentences. Sometimes both are correct. 


It was a fantasticVictoryy defeat for the team. 


1 
2 Lionel Messi was outstanding / incredible for Barcelona. 
3 At half-time in the game, the score / result is 1-0 to Arsenal. 
4 The French Open is a famous tennis cup / tournament. 

5 Croatia beat/ defeated Germany 3-2. 
6 We won / beat the other team 4-1. 
7 The UEFA Cup is a great competition / league. 


Complete the sentences. 


1 It was a good game but unfortunately we a o 3-2. 
Z. TNE cen at half-time was 2-1, but the final... was a draw. 
3 Holland Ssmi odi England 2-1, so they are in the semi-final. 
4 Brazil ux acte 1-1with Argentina last night. 
5 Serena Williams has won the Wimbledon „snn at least six times. 
6 Carolina Kluft broke the heptathlon world ................................ again last night. 
7 There are 20 teams in the „sses ,and each team plays the other teams twice. 
8 Bradley Wiggins |... part in the Tour de France in 2009 and finished fourth. 
9 I think Novak Djokovic is going to win. He's „ssn 5-2 in the final set. 
10 Argentina are playing... Brazil next week. 


Complete the crossword. What is the vertical word in grey? 


m 


competition in which people run, drive, etc. 
the opposite of win 

a group of people who play together 
a synonym for outstanding 

stop doing a regular activity 

the leader of a team 

someone who wins something 
when you win a competition 

the last part of a competition 

10 the opposite of winner 

11 a type of sports competition 


O ONAN BW N 


Over to 


Answer the questions. If possible, compare your answers with someone else. 
1 Have you ever taken part in a sports competition? 

2 Have you ever won anything? 

3 Have you ever been captain of a team? 

4 Have you ever come first, second or third in a race? 


5 Have you ever watched an individual or team in a final, at the game or on television? 
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Books 

CCI used to hate literature! at school, but now | read a lot. I started off with fiction?. 

| read hundreds of novels?, mostly thrillers^ and science fiction”. My favourite author? 
is John le Carré. 


Recently, lve started reading quite a lot of biographies’, and even some poetry?. Two of my 
favourite poets are Antonio Machado and Federico García Lorca. They both wrote poems in 
the early 20 century. 99 


! serious and important writing > stories about the future 

? stories about imaginary people and events 6 someone who writes books 

? fiction books T stories of a person's life, written by another person 
^ exciting stories, often about crime pieces of creative writing in short lines 

Films 


How do you decide which films you are going to see? 


If it’s a horror film [a film that makes people frightened, e.g. Dracula], | usually go 
and see it. | love horror films. 


If a film gets good reviews [opinions in a newspaper or magazine], then | often 
go and see it. 


e If there's a big star [a famous actor] in it, then | am more likely to see it. | don't 


normally go and see films if | don't recognise the names of the actors [the 
people who are in films]. 
!* Pm not interested in films that are serious or complicated [difficult to 
= \ understand]; | only go to the cinema for entertainment [things you see or do 
T to enjoy yourself]. 


| like comedies [films that are funny] and especially romantic comedies 
[comedies that have a love story]. lIl go and see anything that Ashton Kutcher 


— isin! 
E i 


| look to see what's on [what films are being shown at the cinema], and go to 
anything that | fancy seeing [want to see; infml]. 


For me, the film director [the person who tells the actors what to do, e.g. 
Spielberg] is the most important thing. | always go and see the latest film 
[the newest, most recent] by directors I really like such as Ben Affleck. 
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43.3 


43.4 


43.5 


Exercises 


Find twelve more words, across or down, connected 
with books and films. 


SAXRRRRRARRARRASARARRRVARRRRATARAERATRRUVER = = = 2 == RAE RS ERE ESES ESSERE CERO ESE ERO EEE EERO ED 
RARARRRRRRSARRTRRRRRARRARRRRRRARRRARERRAR = =§«»«-§« ARNE ERE RTE RE TERRES TERROR EROS ERE E EO EE 
MARRARARRARRRRRRERRRERRARRARRRRRARRARARARRA — —  G(éRRARRRARARRAREARARERARRRATARAERASRRAERARA 
MERRRRARERERRARRRERRARERRRRERARRRRERRRERA —— 0 0 ll C 0 BARARERRRRRTERARARRRETERERATEPEORAHERATA 


MARRRRARERETETEREERRTERERREARERRRERRRRRR 0000000000 BARRHEREERRSERESRERRERRAFETERIHRIEER E E 


uM PORE 


Cross out one wrong word in each sentence. Write the correct word at the end. 


1 Many poems are around 300 pages. IS sss 

2 Cinema grew in popularity in the first half of the 20 year. ssn 

3 | enjoy science fiction because | like stories about the past. ss 

4 What's happening at the cinema?  ........ s 

5 We went to see the film because there was a good article in the newspaper. — 
6 lve been reading a new autobiography of Alfred Hitchcock by Donald Spoto. 
7 Comedies should make people frightened. 


MARREREFARRERERTATATERTFFHTEMHHEAEIET ETE 


huh rr 


Complete the sentences with the correct form of the word on the right. 


1 William Wordsworth is a very famous ..Z766.—. sss POETRY 

2 | thought the film was good .............. . ENTERTAIN 
3 Johnny Depp is one of my favourite ,............ sss ACT 

4 My daughter wrote a lovely ...................... for her eol magazine. POETRY 

5 [thought the gees in the film was a bit unnatural. ACT 

6 | like him very much; he's a great sss ENTERTAIN 
7 I didn’t agree with what the „usses said. REVIEW 

8 Who's your favourite ................ ? DIRECT 
Complete the dialogue. 

A: What’s +2% at the cinema? 

B: Er,there’sthe? |... film by Pedro Almodóvar. It only came out yesterday. 
A: Oh, the guy who “annaia Julieta, He's a very good Spaga , but I don't 


understand some of his films -theyre a bita s. 
6 


rere ere ete 


Runner again. 
A: Oh, what’s that? 
B: It's a film based on the è 
Do VOU" n 
A: Yeah, why not. 


DPI 


Over to 


Answer the questions. If possible, compare your answers with someone else. 


1 Do you read novels or poetry? If so, what do you like? Who are your favourite authors? 


2 Do you goto the cinema? If so, how do you decide which films to go and see? 


3 Do you often read film reviews? 
4 What are your favourite films? Who are your favourite actors? 
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Musical taste* 

People’s taste in music is different. | like pop music, my 
brother likes folk music [music written and played in a traditional 
style], and my dad prefers classical music. Classical music (NOT classic music) 
My brother and | like going to concerts to see groups perform 
[play] live [in front of a large group of people, called an audience; pronounced to rhyme with five]. 

My dad just listens to music at home; he isn’t interested in live performances. 

When | listen to music | am mostly interested in the tune [the musical notes], but my brother is more 
interested in the lyrics [the words of a song]. 


Common 


*the type of music that you like 


— B) Musical instruments and musicians 


guitar 
(guitarist) 


piano 
(pianist) 


keyboard 
(keyboard 
player) 


cello (cellist) . 


saxophone (saxophonist) 


trumpet bass guitar 
(trumpeter) drums (bass guitarist) . 
(drummer) 
violin "d p 
(violinist) =i dp 


flute 
(flautist) 


SC People in music 


A composer is someone who writes music, usually classical music. 

A songwriter is someone who writes songs, e.g. Paul McCartney, Adele, Ed Sheeran, Chris Martin. 

A conductor is someone who stands in front of an orchestra [a large group of musicians who play 
different instruments] and conducts [leads] them. 

An opera singer is someone who sings opera [a play in which the words are sung]. 

A ballet dancer is someone who dances in a ballet. 

A solo artist is someone who sings or plays music but is not part of a group, e.g. Beyoncé, Jay-Z, etc. 
Famous groups/bands are The Arctic Monkeys, U2, etc. 


a) Making an album 


When groups record an album [put eight or ten songs into one collection] or a single [one song], 
they do it in a recording studio. Then, when the album comes out [is available for people 

to buy], it is usually advertised in the media [there are adverts on TV, online etc.]. Many people 
download their favourite tracks [individual songs from an album] or albums from the Internet. 
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44.1 


44.2 


44.3 


44.4 


44.5 


Exercises 


Match the words on the left with the words on the right. 


1 classical a studio 

2 solo C] b singer 

3 recording [ | c music 

4 musical C] d dancer 

5 opera e artist 

6 ballet L] f instrument 

Complete the sentences. 

1 There was a very big audience n for their last 


concert - nearly 10,000 people. 


2 | think their new is a great song. 


ee 


3: The MGW —— has songs written by other people. It e. out next week. 
4 lve listened to a lot of their music but l've never seen them perform ................ : 

5 Their new album was ............... s in a studio near my home. 

6 The band has a new album out and it's being ....................... on TV. 


Find five more pairs of words. Why are they pairs? 


flute ballet audience album . dancing orchestra concert 
conductor flautist composer classical music recording studio 


mn——————————————————————————————————————— 
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SERRAERARERTEREFRRRRERETRREEERTRATERTERARATERERERTRRSTERTRARERTERRTRRSRERTRRAERTEREFRTRRTEREERTEFETRSTERYRRRRRTERRTRRTERTRRRERTERAETRRRERTRRERRRTERTRRTERATARERTRFRETEEEERERRRTVERERATRRSTERTRRRRRFRRAETRETETERETERTREETRROFRMARETEREFATEREFETEFETETEPAT 


sestssial esos ooo ihhha that hn 


Oa * 0 I S ST US UTT INALTI EUAS LITO MRRRERRREREERRESERTERETRRTERERMRTESAEMMAR 


from 1955 to 1989. 

3 Placido Domingo and Luciano Pavarotti were both great 
4 Waterloo was Abba's first Number 1 hit 

5 Sergeant Pepper is the most famous 
6 Eric Clapton is a great rock 
7 
8 
9 


MARRARaMERHESERATARERSFRESERASATATEETEPATE 
MATRRATEMARATARERRATRSITEMSERATEREPSTRMAE 
wathsasasanatensosetosenesemsousoseoonas 


sassssesssosasssenaceneceseseesssecsssess * 


Yo Yo Ma is a great classical 
Rachmaninoff is a famous : 
Puccini composed such as La Bohéme. 


MRRERERAERARAREREATATERARRETEATERAPARARAA 


MRRRRISERARTATARAREARRSYTESSERATERARATERAR 


BERRRARATARARARRRESRRARRARERARATAERARARAR 


10 Who was the very famous 


Maa RRATARARATAMAPARERHA tens > ne TIO rrr 


Over to 


Answer the questions. If possible, ask someone else the same questions. 
1 What music do you like? Is your taste in music different from your parents’? 
2 Who’s your favourite solo artist, group or composer? 


3 What was the last single or album you bought or downloaded? 


4 When was the last time you heard or saw a group or orchestra perform live? 


5 Are you usually more interested in the tune or the lyrics of a song? 


6 Do you play a musical instrument? What do you play? 
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Special events 


A fireworks display 

The Sydney fireworks! display? is held? every year, 
and more than one million people gather* at Sydney 
harbour? on New Year's Eve to celebrate? the new year. 
All age groups are involved’ in the event. At 9 pm there 
is ‘Family fireworks’ for families with younger children. 
After that a large number of boats parade? around the 
harbour. Finally, at midnight, there is a spectacular? 
fireworks display for almost fifteen minutes in which 
more than 4,000 kilograms of fireworks light up the 
night sky. 


! (see picture) 

?a show for people to watch 

3 organised 

^ come together 

> area of water where ships are kept and are safe from the sea 
ê do something enjoyable on a special day 

"included (in an event or activity) 

8 move around as part of a group, often to celebrate something (parade is also a noun) 
?looking extremely good or exciting 


=} An arts festival 


The Edinburgh Festival! is an annual? event, and is the largest arts festival in the world. It consists 
of? at least six different festivals which take place‘ in the city and last? for almost six weeks during 
August and early September. The most popular? festival is The Fringe, which has up to’ 500 daily 
performances in dance, music, drama and comedy in 180 places across the city. 


"m 


hi 


A ' - 


7 
nom 


1a number of special events often continuing for several days > continue 

? happening once a year € liked by many people 
3is made of T the maximum (is 500) 
^happen 


The Chinese Spring Festival 


The Spring Festival (or Chinese New Year) is the biggest traditional 
festival in China. It has been celebrated for about 4,000 years, and 
takes place every year at some point between 21 January and 20 
February. On the day before the festival starts, people from all over! 
China return to their family homes and gather for a big meal. The 
next day, many people dress up?, and children receive money from 
their parents in red envelopes to bring them luck. Another popular 
custom is to put two-line poems on the gates outside each home. 


leverywhere (in China) 
? wear special clothes 


Language 


A custom is something that people usually do. A tradition is a very old custom that 
has continued for a long time. The adjectives are traditional and customary. 


It is traditional to give each other presents. 
It is customary to take your shoes off before you enter a mosque. 
We went to a traditional Greek wedding (NOT a Greektraditionat wedding). 
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Exercises 


45.1 Complete the definitions. 


1 A display is a show for people to Wath sss 

2 If you are involved in an activity, you are .......... s in it. 

3 If you can have up to 25 people, 25 people is the „sessen , 

4 If an event is spectacular, it looks very good or .............. ; 

5 Aharbouris a place where „sesser are kept. 

6 If people parade round the streets, they ...........sssss round the streets in a group. 


45.2 Rewrite the sentences using the word in capitals. Keep a similar meaning. 


The festival happens in the summer. take The festival takes place in the summer. — esses 
The children wear special clothes. press 

People come from everywhere in Japan. att 
They hold the event every year. HELD 

Do you do anything special for 

your birthday? CELEBRATE 

6 The festival happens every year. ANNUAL 
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O AUNE 


EOP EERE TTET TTT 


WSTERRERERTERERRRERERRATEREERTERRTERARRRVRRTERATARERTATRTERTATRTERERHARRAETVENRRERETERERERETATERSETETREVEFETESTESASETERAS 


45.3 Complete the text. 


FESTIVALS ATTRACTIONS TRANSPORT 


Wate ai LAS 


The Fallas is a1 (Fadiional P in Valencia, 
Spain, which? | ^ ^ ^ Jforfive days and finishes on 
Marchl9th.TheFallas^| ^ ^ ^  jplacerightacrossthe 
city andit?| ^ ^  jStJoseph, as well as the end of 
winter and the birth of spring. The festival’ ^ ^ ^ Jof 
music, dancing, cooking (the famous paella) and parades, and each 
area in the city produces a falla, which is a figure made of paper, 
cardboard, wood, etc. that is burnt on the final day. The fallas are 
very important, and artists spend months making them. 


Butthefestivalisalsofamousfor'( ^ ^ jfireworks 
displays. Every day crowds? sin different 


parts of the city at 2 pm, when loud firecrackers are set off. 


E 1 displays continue every night, and on the final 
night, there is a huge display when all the fallas are burned. This is 
called the Crema. 


45.4 Over to 


Think about a festival you know and answer the questions. If possible, ask someone else. 
1 What kind of festival is it? Is it an arts festival or a traditional festival? 

2 How often is it held? 

3 When and where does it take place? 

4 How long does it last? 

5 What does it consist of? 


6 Are there any special traditions or customs as part of the festival? 
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Travel bookings 


Types of holidays 


skiing holiday 


adventure holiday 


Online booking 

Many people book their holiday accommodation! 
on the Internet. To book online? you need to search 
for your destination? and the dates when you plan 
to travel. You can look for hotels or B&Bs*. Often 
websites have low prices, especially in winter. It 

is helpful to read the online reviews? before you 
book the accommodation. A popular option for 

a weekend break’ is to rent an apartment in an 
interesting city. But if you want to make life easy, you 
might like a package holiday, which includes the 
flight, hotel room and sometimes meals. 


BEEN Renting a private apartment 


98 


To Irene Sanders x 
From Oliver Weiss x 


Subject Re: Apartment with mountain view 


Dear Irene, 


go on acruise city break 


! a place where you stay 

? to make a reservation using the Internet 

3 a place where you plan to travel 

^ bed and breakfast: a small hotel where 
breakfast is included in the price 

? a description of a hotel, restaurant, etc, 
written by people who've been there 

ê a short holiday during a weekend 


CC BCC 
11:02 AM (2 hours ago) 


We have arrived at your apartment. We picked up! the keys from the neighbours without any 
problems. We like the apartment a lot, but we have a few questions. We can't find the wi-fi 
password". Could you send it to us? Also, the listing? said that there was an iron‘? in the kitchen, 
but we can't see it. Can you let us know where it is? Finally, it’s very cold and we can't find the 
instructions for the central heating®. Where do we switch it on? 


Where's the nearest supermarket? And can you recommend" a nearby? restaurant for dinner? 


Somewhere cheap would be great! 


All the best, 
Oliver and Jo 


! collect ? a system that keeps a building warm 
? a secret group of letters and numbers, for connecting — * make it start working 

to wireless Internet T say something is good 
3 written description of something to buy or rent ? not far 


^a small machine that makes clothes smooth and flat 
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46.1 


46.2 


46.3 


46.4 


46.5 


Exercises 


Match the holiday types on the left with their descriptions on the right. 


OUA 0 hl BE 


a cruise a a holiday where there are activities for children as well as adults 
beach holiday [] b awinterholiday in the mountains 

skiing holiday L] c aholiday where you sleep on a boat and travel from one place to another 
adventure holiday C] d a short holiday where you visit a city 

family holiday C] e a holiday where you stay near the sea 

city break [] f an unusual, exciting holiday, possibly with some danger, e.g. 


rock climbing or walking in the jungle 


Complete the dialogues with words from B. 


DPI 


HARRY: What about this hotel? It has great? online. Five stars! 
RUTH: l'd prefer somewhere a bit smaller, with breakfast included. 


HARRY: OK, here's a nice? in the countryside. 


HANs: Have you found any ^ 


PAULA: Yes, l've booked a four-star hotel in the city centre. 
HANS: Was it very expensive? 


Fra hahent h ahhh rrr 


PAULA: No, it was part of a? , SO the hotel was included in the price. 


Circle the words from B and C to complete each sentence. 


NOBWN rn 


Many travellers prefer to(booky take their holiday online, rather than on the phone. 
Spain is a popular holiday accommodation / destination among British holiday-makers. 

If you book a package holiday / weekend break, you don't have to book flights separately. 
The apartment listing / password doesn't say if it has wi-fi or not. We'll have to email them. 
The central heating / iron is broken and Sara's clothes are all creased. 

The house has listing / central heating, so it is warm all through the winter months. 


Look at C opposite. Correct the mistakes. 


NOBWHN rn 


| recommence renting a car, as public transport is not very good. 
The nearer train station is a five minute walk away. ooo ccc 
The wi-fi passport is written on a piece of paper next to the computer. 
| like staying in this area. There are quite a few nice cafés nearly. 
To switch out the air conditioning, press this button. 


RERRARRRSRRARRATRRTERATATARERRATARERRATE 
M RRERRAEEREETETRRAERRRAIRTRRAFRHRRA Enn 


M utar rnm 


Over to 


Answer these questions. If possible, compare your answers with someone else. 


1 What type of holiday from A do you prefer? 


2 Do you read hotel reviews before you book online? 


3 Where do you like to stay when you travel: in a hotel, in a B&B or in a private apartment? 
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100 


Air travel 


Departure* 
When you arrive at an airport, the 
departures board will show you 
the flight numbers (e.g. BA735), 
departure times (e.g. 08.40), and 
destinations!. 
At check-in / the check-in desk, 
someone will check your ticket 
and weigh? your luggage. If it 
is more than, for example, 20 
kilograms, you will have to pay 
excess baggage’. You can take 
your hand luggage with you on 
the aircraft‘. You also get your 
boarding card? and then you can hand 
go through passport control, luggage ` 
where someone checks your 
E 

apad ,and into the departure à» © 

unge, where you can buy oe) 
things in the duty-free shop, e.g. 
cigarettes and perfume. 
Shortly before take-off’, you go to 
the place where you get on the plane, e.g. Gate 3 or Gate 5. When you 
board the plane’, you can put your hand luggage in a small cupboard 
above your seat called an overhead locker. You then have to fasten 
your seat belt. If there are no delays’, the plane moves slowly to the 
runway”, then it takes off. 


trolley 


* when you leave a place, at the start of a journey 


1 where the flights are going to € looks at your passport 
? see how heavy something is carefully 
3 pay extra for your luggage ‘when the plane takes off / 
^plane leaves the ground fastening a seatbelt 
>a piece of paper you must show 8 set on the plane 
to get on the plane ?when you have to wait longer than expected 


10 the large road that planes use for take-offs and landings 


Common 


My flight number is BA640. (NOT My fly number is BA640.) | slept the whole flight. (NOT I slept 


the whole fly.) 


Arrival* 

When the plane lands!, there is always an announcement? from a member of the cabin crew? 
telling passengers to wait until the plane completely stops before they stand up. Then you get off 
the plane and walk through the terminal building? to passport control. When you've got your 
luggage from baggage reclaim”, you go through customs? and leave the airport. 


* when someone or something arrives 


1 arrives on the ground ^ the airport building 
? spoken information to a group of people > the place where you collect your luggage 
3the people on the aircraft who look after ê go through the area where your luggage may be 
the passengers checked to make sure you don't have anything illegal. 
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47.1 


47.2 


47.3 


47.4 


Exercises 


Complete the words or phrases using words from the box. 


board number crew card control luggage 
reclaim free baggage building desk locker 

1 departures „Board 7 flight NRW 

2 'ÉXCOSS acu LM 8 overhead gps peace 

3 checkin eaausdtuiaiuiadadnk 9 boarding ssec nin OM RE 

A hand e———— Eso ——— 

5 terminal .............. 11 baggage Ô... 

6 duty isan 12 passport geessie 

Answer the questions. 

1 What’s the place where the airline staff check your ticket? „the check-in desk 

2 Who are the people that travel on a plane? nusser 

3 What do airline staff weigh at the check-in desk? sss 

4 What’s the piece of paper they give you at the check-in desk? — vscsssssssssssssssesesmsnusnsesnsnneneeee 

5 What do we call the place you’re travelling to? sssr 

6 What do airport staff do at passport control? — e 

7 What do we call the place where you get on the plane? ........ 

8 What do you call the bags that you can take on the plane with you? userre 
9 What's the part of the airport where the plane takes off and lands? — „.ssssssssssssssssnssessessresrerenes 
Complete the email. 
e^o | 

PI | 

To Tom X CC BCC 

From Ellie X| v 11:52 AM (10 hours ago) 

Hi Tom 

I’ve just arrived in Rome but I’m still recovering from a really terrible ' . When we 
were in the airport in Manchester there wasan?| ^ | telling us that there would be a 


one-hou?|] ^ | because of bad weather, but when wefinally^| ^  |the 
plane, there was a further delay before we could ? . There was more bad weather 
over France, and we all had to | our seat belts, which worried me a bit. In fact, | 


was almost sick, but the cabin’; — ^  |werereally nice. 


It was still raining and very windy when we ? 


in Rome and | was really glad to get 


maed 
off the plane and getintothe?| ^ ^ ^ |building.lreally hope the return 9| ^ ^ ^ 


is a lot better. 


See you soon. 
Ellie 


Over to 


Answer the questions. If you don't fly very much, ask someone else. 
1Whatis the best part and the worst part of the flight? 
2 When do you often have delays, and why? 


3 What do you usually do on the aircraft during the flight? 


4 What's the first thing you do on arrival? 
5 Do you ever have anything to declare when you go through customs? 
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48 
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102 


Hotels and restaurants 


Hotel facilities and rooms 
e^o moO 


DINING HOTELS ATTRACTIONS TRANSPORT 


HOTEL LE ROUGE 


The hotel is located near The Louvre, Notre Dame and 
top department stores right in the heart! of Paris. Hotel 


facilities include: room service’, Internet access?, 

air conditioning“ and parking. Our choice of single^, 
double? or twin’ rooms are all equipped with satellite 
TV$, air conditioning, direct-dial telephone, mini-bar’, and 
personal safe'?. Bathrooms come with a bath or shower and 


hair dryer. 
1centre $a room for two people with one big bed 
? staff will bring food and drink to the room Ta room for two people with two beds 
3 use of the Internet $TV with many channels from different countries 
^a system that keeps the air cool ?a small fridge 
>a room for one person 10 4 box to keep money and valuable items in 


Staying in a hotel 

Rooms are often available! during the week, but many hotels are fully booked? at weekends or 
during the holidays, so you may need to book a room? in advance’. When you arrive, you check in 
at reception*; at the end of your stay®, you check out’. 


lyou can find one ? say you have arrived and get your room key 
? all the rooms are taken ê the period of time you spend in a place 
3 arrange/plan to have a room; syn reserve T pay your bill and leave the hotel 


^ before you go 


Going to a restaurant 

It's often a good idea to book a table / make a reservation if you go to a restaurant at the weekend. 
Many restaurants offer three-course meals which include [have as part of the meal] a starter (e.g. 
soup), main course (e.g. meat or fish) and dessert (e.g. fruit with ice cream). Prices sometimes 
include 1096 service as well [amount of money you pay for being served by the waiter]. If service isn't 
included, it's normal to leave a tip [extra money you give to the waiter/waitress]. 


Ordering a meal 
WAITER: Are you ready to order? [Have you decided what to eat?] 
CUSTOMER: Yes, | think so. ld like to start with the spicy prawns, and then l^ ll have the fillet 
steak, with French fries and a mixed salad [lettuce with other vegetables]. 
WAITER: How would you like your steak? (Rare, medium or well-done?) 
CUSTOMER: Medium, please. And l'd like some mineral water as well. 
WAITER: Still or sparkling? 
CUSTOMER: Er, sparkling. 


Common 


Pll have the steak. (NOT Hake the steak.) 
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48.1 


48.2 


48.3 


48.4 


48.5 


Exercises 


Put the words into the correct columns. Write titles for the other two groups. 


rare starter mini-bar sparkling ^ main course 
room service medium dessert still well-done safe 


Match the words on the left with the words on the right. 


l service a room | 
2 room C] b access | 
3 double C] c meal 
4 three-course [ |] d conditioning 
5 main [] e service 
6 internet C] f TV 
7 air g included 
8 satellite C] h course 
Complete the sentences. 
1 Have you booked a 100M ..... ss ? 
2 Could you first check in at „sssssssssssssisseseseseseinnn É 
3 Do you want a single OF a .................. ? 
A Does the price include .........................—. ? 
-"——— the soup, and then the fish for my main course. 
6- The hoteles: included internet access, 24-hour reception and a restaurant. 
7 Service wasn't included, sol left a 10% ooo cccccsccsssssssneeseeeee 1 
8 The hotel is in the... sss of the town, close to all the main attractions. 
9 Would you like 2 —— E92 salad with your main ............. ess ra 
10 At the end of your gaa aaa at a hotel, you normally have to ,............. out by 
midday. 
Rewrite the sentences on the left starting with the words given. Keep a similar meaning. 
1 | was able to use the Internet. | had internet 465 — — ^ — 
2 Did you book a table? Did you make a oi desitic iE ? 
3 The hotel was fully booked. There were no rooms ......... s 
4 You don't pay extra for service. Service IS omui dtm 
5 Did you book it before you went? Did you book it in ,.............. ee ? 
6 Isthere somewhere to leave the car? Do you avesse ae ? 
7 Have you decided what you want to eat? Are you ready ees. ? 


Over to 


You are staying in a hotel in your own country. Are these facilities important to you? 
Why? / Why not? 


mini-bar 24-hour room service air conditioning satellite TV 
internet access parking restaurant a personal safe 
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Drinks 


black coffee D 
latte — 


cappuccino hot chocolate 


G -— b 
Us milkshake herbaltea ~~ TFS 


decaf tea/coffee [without caffeine] 


-* smoothie 


waffle toastie 


crisps LS 


baguette 


croissant 
Language 


In the UK, chips or fries mean French fries. Crisps are thin slices of fried potatoes sold in bags. In the 
USA, chips refer to thin pieces of fried potatoes sold in bags. 


Ordering food and drink 


A: A latte, please. 

B: Regular! or large’? 

A: Regular, please. 

B: To have in? or take away’? 


A: To take away. 


A: What's in that panini? 


B: Cheese and ham. 


A: Do you have any vegetarian? ones? 
B: We've got cheese and tomato. ! not big and (usually) not very small 


A: l'Il have one of those, please. * big 


? for eating/drinking inside (the coffee shop) 
í VAG 62? 
B: Would you like it heated up: ^ for eating/drinking after you leave (the coffee shop) 


A: No, thank you. Where are the napkins’? ? without any meat 
B: There are some on the table. * made warm (e.g. in an oven or a microwave) 
T thin pieces of paper for cleaning your mouth and 
: 8 ? 
A: Do you have a tray® please? fingers 
B: Yes, here you go. 8 an object for carrying drinks or food 
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Exercises 


49.1 Put the words from A and B in the correct category. 


bagel hot chocolate cupcake herbaLtea latte wrap baguette 
milkshake muffin smoothie panini toastie waffle 


1 Drinks | 2 Sandwiches | 3 Cakes 


herbal tea 


49.2 Complete the sentences with words from the box. 


cappuccino croissants vegetarian toastie milkshake decaf smoothie 


1 lhad a cheese and tomato „PASHE —— |... for lunch. 

2 Here's your coffee, Danny. A s with two sugars. 

3 For breakfast, we had some ........... from the French baker's across the road. 
4 Do they have .............. coffee here? Caffeine keeps me awake at night. 

5 We've got three kinds OL, cam ERE Pt : strawberry, vanilla and chocolate. 

6 | like that new fruit .......... sss with oranges and mangoes. 

7 Kate can't have the chicken panini. She only eats ľe food. 


49.3 Match the sentence beginnings on the left with the best endings on the right. 


1 Whatsize: a heated up? 

2 Isit to have in mH b regularor large? 
3 Would you like it [] c that baguette? 
4 What’s in d the napkins? 

5 Where are e orto take away? 


49.4 Choose the correct word to complete the dialogue. 
A: Would you like a hot drink? 


B: Yes, two !milkshakes KCappuccinos,please. 

A: What size? 

B:?Large / Herbal, please. 

A: Anything to eat? 

B: Yes. What's in that?panini / cupcake? 

A: Italian cheese and mushrooms. | can heat it up for you. 
B: OK, yes. I’ll have that. And a chocolate ‘muffin / bagel. 
A: To eat in? 

B: No, to ^heat it up / take away. 


49.5 Over to 


Answer the questions. If possible, ask someone else the same questions. 


1Where do you usually have lunch during the week? What about at the weekend? 


2 What kind of food and drink do you usually order in a café? 
3 What type of food and drink from A and B do you like? 
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50 Sightseeing holidays 


castle 


END Things to sec 


mosque 


BI Tourist activities 


activity | example 


e go sightseeing [visit famous places; also see the sights] We went sightseeing almost every day 
| like to see the sights when | visit a place. 


e doa bit of / a lot of sightseeing | didn’t do a lot of sightseeing in Warsaw. 


» havea look round [visit a place casually, often on foot] We had a look round the shops 
| want to have a look round the museum. 


. explore [go round a new place to see what is there] We explored the flower market. 


« go out [leave home / your hotel to go to a social event, e.g. On holiday we went out every night. 
restaurant or theatre] 


e get lost [lose one's way] | got lost three times in London. 
. have a great/nice/terrible time They had a lovely time in Venice. 


e buy souvenirs [something you buy or keep to remember a We bought some dolls as souvenirs. 
place or holiday] 


Describing places 


The word place can describe a building, an area, a town, or country, e.g. Bruges is a lovely 
place [town] and we found a really nice place [hotel] to stay. 


cathedral statue 


CC The guidebooks [books with information about places] say the Alhambra in Granada is magnificent 
[very good or very beautiful], but it's always packed [very crowded] with tourists in the summer. 99 


CC São Paulo is a lively place [full of life and activity], and there's plenty [a lot] to do in the evening. 55 


CC St Petersburg has lots of historic monuments [important places built a long time ago] but the 
Hermitage Museum was the main attraction for me. [something that makes people come to a 
place or want to do a particular thing] 55 


CÇ If you go to Poland, it's definitely worth visiting Kraków. 99 


Language 


We use worth + noun/-ing to say that it is a good idea to do something or go somewhere. 
It's worth hiring a car if you go to Scotland. Glasgow is worth a visit as well. 
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Exercises 


50.1  Tick(/)the words which refer to religious places. 


castle church temple 
statue market cathedral 
fountain mosque palace 


50.2 Complete the email. 


e^o 
l Ti | 
From JohnH. x ~ 7:03 AM (3 hours ago) 
Hi everyone, 
l ve been in Paris for over a week now and l’m having a great | Zwe — ]. I did quite a lot of 


in the first few days — the Eiffel Tower, Notre-Dame, and all the usual tourist 
4. Most places are absolutely | ^ — ]with tourists at the moment, so 
yesterday | decided to?| ^  ]joneortwoshoppingareas.|got?| ^ ^  |jonmy 
way back to the hotel, but it didn’t matter because | discovered a really fascinating street 
selling just about everything from apples to antiques. 


| ate in the hotel the first night but I usually?! |for dinner — the restaurants are great 
and | can get a set meal for €20. 


| hope you're all well. lII write again in a few days. 
All the best, 
John 


50.3 Complete the dialogues, but without using a word from the question. 


1 A: Itsa Tad Gs city, isn't it? 


: It Was very crowded, wasn't it? 
; Yes, it was absolutely ua ossi pili 
: It's lively in the evening, isn't it? 
e Yes ATIGKG 5 minano 
Did you enjoy yourselves? 
t. Yes, We had Amisissa 
: Kyoto is a good place to go to, isn't it? 
; Yes, Kyoto Is definitely syyni 
You know a lot about this castle, don't you? 
t Yes, | bought à aieo dco 
: St Petersburg has got many mols old places to see, hasn’t it? 
© Yes, lots of historic sasssa 
The Taj Mahal was impressive and so beautiful. 
t YOS, TW Screen 


: Did you explore the town Centre? 
: Yes, we had a 


c1 
vz: ruru ruv ruv rouru rur 


50.4 


Think about your own country and write answers. If possible, compare your answers with someone else. 
1 Write down a place that is worth visiting and a place that is not worth visiting and say why. 

2 Is there a place that is particularly famous for its historic monuments? What are they? 

3 What typical souvenirs do tourists buy when they visit? 


4 What are the main attractions for tourists to your country? Do you think they are worth seeing? 
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Holidays by the sea 


The beach 


Many people spend their holiday at the coast [the land close to the sea], where there are a lot of 
seaside resorts [towns by the sea for tourists] and they can go to the beach every day. Generally people 
prefer beaches that are sandy [with lots of sand], where you can go for a stroll [a casual walk] along the 
shore [the place where the sea meets the land] in the sunshine [when it is sunny]. On the beach, you also 
sometimes get a breeze [a nice gentle wind] that blows off the sea. 


| B| Beach activities 


a4 9T 


surfing windsurfing diving playing volleyball sunbathing 


Volleyball is a popular beach game and some people enjoy water sports such as surfing, 
windsurfing or diving. If the sea is calm!, you can go for a swim, but a lot of people just want to 
lie on the beach and sunbathe and get a nice (sun)tan?. However, there are now worries about 
the dangers of sunbathing. People who lie in the sun without any protection? can get sunburn’, 
and worse still, they are at risk of? getting skin cancer. Doctors now recommend that people do 
not sit in the sun without using sunscreen’. It may be safer just to sit in the shade*. 


! without waves (does not move very much); opp rough — *say what someone should do 


?when the skin becomes brown ‘cream that gives protection from the sun; syns 
3 something to keep someone safe sunblock, sun cream 
^when the skin becomes red and very sore *an area where there is no light from the sun, 


^if you are at risk of something, there is a danger that so it is darker and less hot 


something bad may happen to you 


Language 


We can go for a walk, a drive (a journey in the car for pleasure), a swim, a coffee [drink some 
coffee], a drink (often an alcoholic drink, e.g. wine, beer). We can also have a swim, a coffee, a 
drink. 


We went for a drive along the coast. | had a coffee at Caffé Nero. Let’s go for a drink tonight. 
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51.1 


51.2 


51.3 


51.4 


51.5 


51.6 


Exercises 


Write down four more words beginning with sun. 


Match the words on the left with the words on the right. 


1 sun a shade 
2 wind C] b sea 
3 seaside [|] c surfing 
4 sitinthe [] d tan 
5 sandy C] e resort 
6 rough [] f beach 


Cover the opposite page. What are these people doing? 


Cross out the wrong answer. 


1 The beach was a lovely b calm c sandy d dirty 

2 Wewentfora a drive b shop c drink d stroll 

3 The sea was a sandy b calm c rough d cold 

4 lenjoy a surfing b diving c getting sunburn d windsurfing 

5 We walked a alongthe beach b bytheshore c onthe waves d onthe sand 

6 The beach was a nearthe cliffs b bythebreeze c bytherocks d very sandy 

Complete the sentences. 

1 Ilove sunbathing, sol can get a nice Stam n ; 

2 DOCLOLS ossis ad that you stay out of the sun completely in the middle of the day. 

3 We used to sunbathe for hours, but then we didn't know we wereat |... of getting 
skin cancer. 


4 | always take a beach umbrella to give me from the sun when it is very hot. 


MRRRRARRRARRARRRARRARRRARSARARORRARAREMA 


5 In the city it feels like there's no air, but you often getanice sss by the sea. 

6 Ilove going fora ........s along the beach, especially in the evening when it's quiet. 
7 I don’t like sitting in the sun; | prefer to sit in the |... 

8 We decided to a swim before lunch. 


FRYERAETESERREEHSEFSAPETESETEEEERETIATIAY 


Answer the questions. If possible, ask someone else the same questions. 

1 Do you ever spend time at seaside resorts? Where do you go, and how often? 
2 Do you enjoy any of the beach activities on the opposite page? Which ones? 
3 Do you like sunbathing? Why? / Why not? 


4 Do you get a suntan easily? Have you ever had sunburn? Do you often use sunscreen? 


5 What do you like to do in the evening after a day on the beach? 
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Newspapers and television 


110 


Newspapers 

Most papers [newspapers] are daily, which means that they come 
out [appear in shops; syn are published] every day. Some are national 
[forthe whole country], others are regional [for a part of the country]. 
Some newspapers are published online; these are called e-papers. 
You can also get mobile editions [you read a newspaper on your 
phone]. Magazines are usually weekly or monthly. 


Contents of* newspapers 

Reports [pieces of writing about news items, written by reporters/ 
journalists, e.g. a report in The Times on/about a crime] 

Articles [pieces of writing about an important subject, e.g. an article on/ 
about drugs] 

Headlines [titles written in large letters above reports/articles, e.g. 
GOVERNMENT LOSES VOTE] 

Reviews [pieces of writing giving an opinion, e.g. a review of a new book] 
Advertisements or adverts [words and pictures about a product, to make people buy it, e.g. an advert for 
shampoo] 


*information in 


Television 

If you broadcast something, you send it out on TV, radio or the Internet. There are now many 

broadcasting companies and many programmes. People watch: 

e the news [information about world events] 

- the weather forecast [a description of what the weather will be like in the next few days] 

+ documentaries [programmes that give facts about real situations and real people] 

. chat shows [programmes where famous people are asked questions about themselves] 

e aseries [a number of programmes that have the same characters or deal with the same subject] 

« soap operas [a regular series of programmes, often two or three times a week, about a group of characters 
who live in the same area] 

. reality TV shows [programmes which follow ordinary people or celebrities [famous people] through 
a number of situations or challenges. Well-known [famous] examples include: Pop Idol, The X Factor and 
Strictly Come Dancing]. 


language 


We usually use channel to talk about television broadcasting, e.g. The news is on 
Channel 4; and station to talk about radio broadcasting, e.g. A: What station are you 
listening to? B: Radio 1 - it's mostly pop music. 


Media reporting* 

Many newspapers also have online forums where people 
can leave messages and discuss topics. News is also reported It says in the paper / According 
online through podcasts [a radio programme that you download to the paper ... (NOT It'swritten 
from the Internet and play on your computer or phone], e.g. Have in the paper... ) 

you heard the latest business podcast on the CNN website? 


When we refer to something that someone has said or written, we do it in these ways: 
It said in The Times that the plane crashed in the sea. 
According to the news on TV last night, the plane crashed in the sea. 


*reporting in newspapers, on TV orthe Internet 
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52.1 


52.2 


52.3 


52.4 


52.5 


Exercises 


Tick (7) the words which describe a type of TV programme. 


the news V documentary headline soap opera 
chat show review article series 


Complete the dialogues. 


1 A: Have you heard of ‘Radio Five Live’? 


: Yes, it's a very popular station en 
: Isthe magazine published every day? 
———— monthly. 

: Is ita national paper? 

No, tS à aaa MEME paper for the south-west. 
: Can we watch the news now? 

t YES, IS OT aside REDE Four. 


: Arethey mostly famous people? 
: Yes, they're all, said bU MR : 


w 
uv 2 UJZUIZUZUZ 


Complete the crossword. What is the vertical word in grey? 


1 afamous person 

2 anumber of programmes with the same 
characters 

3 a piece of writing about a news item 

4 programmes several times a week about the 
same people 

5 happening every day 

6 afactual programme about real people and 
situations 

7 relating to the whole country 

8 a programme that interviews famous people 

9 apiece of writing about an important subject 


Complete the sentences. 


Did you read that Aes in the paper yesterday about space? 
The manager was interviewed for the paper by one of their well-known 
Do you understand this... ? “200 WOMEN GIVEN WRONG DIAGNOSIS 


sesssssssssssssssssssssesessossssssssses * 


Youoftensee. s in the paper which promise that you can learn a language in ten 
hours with this method. It isn’t true. 
8 to the weather last night, it’s going to rain today. 


Perret | 70 0 0000 070 0 000 T 77 77 07 877 quswsseususussaaTaRETAERRTETATRSTRSSEMAT 


9 | never watch operas. 


satuasessasasssessesseosaveseseseneeneses 


10 Ilove The X Factor; in fact, | love all TV shows! 


BRARRARRRARARRRRRRRARATERERRATRARRRSRAAE 


Over to 


Answer the questions. If possible, compare your answers with someone else. 
1How many daily national newspapers are there? 

2 How many newspapers only come out on Sunday in your country? 

3 What parts of the newspaper do you read? 


4 What types of TV programme do you watch? 
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Phoning and texting 


Starting a phone conversation 


The call on the left is between two friends: Joe and Lily. When British people answer the phone at 
home, they usually just say ‘hello’. The call on the right is a more formal business call. 


JOE: Hello? 
LILY: Is that Joe? 
JOE: Yeah. 
LILY: Hi. It’s Lily. 


RECEPTIONIST: Good morning. Chalfont Electronics. 

PAUL SHARP: Oh, could I speak to Jane Gordon, please? 
RECEPTIONIST: Yes. Who’s calling, please? 

PAUL SHARP: My name is Paul Sharp from Bexel Plastics. 


RECEPTIONIST: Right, Mr Sharp. I’m putting you through [I’m 
Common connecting you] ... (pause) ... 


We say: Is that Joe? (NOT Are 
you Joe? or sit Joe?) 


And we say: It’s Lily. (NOT Fam 
Lily or Here is Lily.) 


BI Problems on the phone 


| tried to ring you this 
morning [phone you] but 
| think you were on the 
phone to your mother 
[using the phone]. 


| gave her a ring this morning 
[phoned her], but | couldn't get 
through [make contact / speak 
to her]; the line was engaged 
[being used, someone was on 
Å the phone]. 


| 
L ` j we 


Phone numbers 
Q: What’s your home phone number? (also landline) 
Q: What’s your mobile number? 


Q: What’s the dialling code for the UK when you are phoning from Hungary? 


Mobile phones and texting 


JANE GORDON: Hello? 
PAUL SHARP: Mrs Gordon? 
JANE GORDON: Speaking. [Yes, this is Mrs Gordon. ] 


Q: What’s the emergency number for the police, fire or ambulance? 


| think | dialled [made a phone call 


to a particular number] the wrong 
number (e.g. 451 and not 351) this 


morning - | got a very angry 
person on the phone! 


| left a message (e.g. Please ring 
me) on Dan's answerphone as 


À he was out [not there; syn not in], 


but he never phoned me back 
[returned my phone call], so | don't 
know if he got my message. 


: 603 884 

: 07723 259369 
: 999 

: 0044 


DIPP 


Many people use their mobile mostly/mainly [most of the time] for texting [sending short written 
messages from one phone to another]. Do you text your friends and family all the time? 


These are common text abbreviations [letters which represent words]. 


ASAP - as soon as possible 
BF - boyfriend (GF - girlfriend) 


CU 7 see you 


B4 = before 

2DAY - today U = you 

2MORO = tomorrow THX = thanks 

Y = why? LOL = laughing out loud 
PLS = please X = kiss 
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IMO = in my opinion [this is what think] 
FYI = for your information 


53.1 


53.2 


53.3 


53.4 


POP Pw P 


Exercises 


Answer the questions. 


RSTRATRRERRRESERSAERETRETERERRRERRRATRRVERERRRRUERRTARSERAERT  EHESEAYERTERRERTERHSTERERRTERERRRESTRATRTARERRRRRSERERRVERATRRRRRTE  IERRRETERETRESERATRTERRRRRSTERERARRTERERETERESAEEATERERERERIERATET 


RERRRERARERSERERRATRSTERERERERARRRRRETARATVRRERRATRTERRRRATVRRRRRRRATERARRRRRTARAETRRTRRERRRRRTRRATRATERERATERAFERRATARATE 


RERRRREEERETERTERETRRERETRRTERERRERREREATRERRERRRRRR iii iii iii i ir ir E APA enhn ntn 


——— MUIMIDGD asssinscacntcpusnse NUMBET a oce amaauua NUMDEr 
Complete the phone conversations. 
A: Hello? 
B: Good morning. Could 1? Peak É n Luke James? 
A: WIGS sabes NN , please? 
DR c -———ÓjX Liam Matthews. 
A: One moment, please. PM ^... you through. 
C: Hello? 
Him Mr James? 
2 S MNA 
A: Good morning. Boulding Limited. Can I help you? 
B: Yes. I’m trying to contact Oliver Fallow. He left a "i On TTY iraani 
A: I see. Well, m afraid Mr Fallow’s ? sss at the moment. Can I ask him to 
p SR oa ee YOU E later? 
Hello 
Hi. o reer ee rr Carlos? 
: Yeah, speaking. 
Hi Carlos. ? Serena 


: Oh hello. | was expecting you to ring last night. 

: I did, but I couldp’t get emn DE ice ; the line was 1^... e " 

Oh yes, I’m sorry about that. | was P? the phone to my brother for about 
an hour. 


auum rnm 


What do these text abbreviations mean? 


C IESU RE mai -—Ó——À 

2 A a C ERE MEE T LOL ssa mn CK DR E 
3 CUT dI MORE 8 THA sica MEAS 
4. IMO = cacti gaan 9 BF = ————R 

5 ASAP = 10 U= 


RRARRARRRARARATERTERRRERERATRRERERRERARTEMATEAHRIRAARAAARER EA I una nuauh 0 0 0 0 "TM M^ QENRRERSEREARRRERRSRRRERARESERRRRRERRERARRRERARRRSERARRRRRRHAMERATERERAMAM 


Over to 


Answer the questions. If possible, compare your answers with someone else. 


1 How often do you use a mobile phone? What do you use it for? How often do you text people? 
Who do you text? 


2 In your country, what is the emergency number for the police, fire brigade or ambulance? 


3 From your country, what's the international dialling code for the United Kingdom? 


4 How do you feel about people who use their mobile phone on a train? 
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Computers 


webcam screen 


printer 


The computer 


microphone 


CD-ROM 


escape key 


spacebar : 
keyboard mouse mat mouse memory stick 


Using a computer 

After you have switched on [turned on] your computer, you may need to log in/on (opp log out/off) 
with your username and enter your password [put a special word into the computer that only you know]. 
If you then double-click on an icon [a small picture on the screen], you can open an application [email, 
Internet browser, etc.]. 

Computers can store [keep] large amounts of information, but when you're working it is important to 
back up the files you are working on [make an extra copy of the files; syn make a backup], so you don't 
lose the files if something goes wrong. 


openanew openan save the print copy paste 
document existing data in this 
document document 


To create [make or start] a new document, select new from the File menu. 

You can copy and paste information from one file into another. 

If you save the document, you can print it out later (OR you can get a hard copy / a printout later). It 
is also important to save the document in case the computer crashes [suddenly stops working]. Press 
the Escape key to exit [stop using an application]. 


FAQs* about computers 


example question | explanation 
Do you have a PC or a laptop? E is short for personal computer; a laptop is a 
small computer that you can carry around. 
What hard drive do you have? the part inside the computer that stores large 
amounts of information (also hard disk) 


What operating system are you using? computer software, e.g. Windows or Mac OS, that 
controls how the computer works 
Have you installed any new software? put new programs onto your computer 
* What software applications are you running? What software applications are you using? 


* Doyou have anti-virus software? A virus is a program put on a computer to destroy 
or steal the information on it. Anti-virus software is 
a program to stop a virus entering your computer. 


*frequently asked questions 
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54.1 


54.2 


54.3 


54.4 


54.5 


54.6 


Exercises 


Match the words on the left with the words on the right. 


1 CD- a system 

2 memory [|] b on 

3 operating L] C key 

4 hard C] d software 

5 log C] e ROM 

6 anti-virus [ ] f mat 

7 mouse C] g copy 

8 escape C] h stick 

Complete these words. 

1. Soft d assu iux 3 Keenan 5 USE diis 
"Ip — D e—————— G DdStennamedioiMt 


Test your knowledge. Can you remember what these icons mean without looking at the 
opposite page? 


ssssssssssssssssosssssssssssssssssssssssessssss 


Complete the definitions. 


1 Computer software that controls how different parts work together is the erating system 
2 The part inside the computer that stores large amounts of information is the 
3 A program secretly put on a computer to destroy the information on itis a 

4 Asmall computer that you can carry round with you is a wcccccccccssssssssssssssvsseesseeee . 


5 The special word you type into your computer that only you know is your 


Complete the dialogues. 
1 A: What do I do when finish? 


N 


Ane EEE EERE ROR E RETRO ERT E REE ROH ERE E Ee 


: At the end of every day if | can remember. 
: Is the data on the hard disk? 


astusssasesassaeesescesesenseseceneesees 


Ww 


RETRRRRRRRRSETAVEREFSATAESEFHATETERHSTEATE 


Did yOU sss 
No, | don't understand anything about computers. My wife did it for me. 
How dol a new document? 


Uc RA 
QU mDUUssUPODU 


Marra uHH nni 


(o>) 


wrthssassssaesnssusesesunessesuseseeeses 


ELTTI 


Over to 


Do you have a computer? If so, can you answer all the questions in section C on the opposite page? 
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Email and the Internet 


Using email 

Think about the way you use email. 

e How often do you check your email [look to see if you have any messages]? 

e How many emails do you send a week? Are they all essential [important/necessary]? 

e How many emails do you get every week? Do you read them immediately [without waiting]? 
e How quickly do you reply to [answer] the emails you receive? 

* Do you delete emails regularly [remove them from your computer often]? 

e Do you get much spam [emails that you do not want, usually adverts; also called junk mail]? 

e Have you got anti-virus software [a program that stops a virus entering your computer]? 


e How often do you send or receive attachments? p 


In English an email address may be written as pd@freeserve.co.uk, but we say it like 
this: pd at freeserve dot co dot uk. 


Language 


Getting started on the Internet 

To go on the Internet, you need an ISP (Internet service provider) that will connect [join or link] your 
computer to the Internet and give you access to [the ability to use] email and other services. When you 
go online [use the Internet], you can then send and receive emails, or you can browse the Internet 
[look at websites]; you do this using a browser such as Internet Explorer or Firefox. Many websites 
also have links: if you click on a link, it will take you to a different website, or move you from one 


part of the website to another. 


Using the Internet ja 
Many people now have Internet access and Internet use 
is changing all the time. These are common uses. 


e Students search the Internet [look for information on 
the Internet; also do an Internet search] to help with 
their studies. 

¢ People download [copy onto their computer; opp 
upload] information, pictures, music, video clips 
[small parts of a video recording], etc. 

e People buy books, clothes and food online, book 
their holidays online, take out insurance online, etc. 
People go to a website, select the item [product, e.g. 
a book] they want and click add to basket/bag. When they have finished shopping they go to 
checkout and pay for their items, usually with a credit card. 

e Some people have a personal website to provide news about a particular subject, or just write 
about events in their life. These are called blogs, and people who write them are bloggers. 

e Some people just like to spend hours surfing the web [looking at different websites]. 

e Some people spend a lot of time on social networking sites [places on the Internet where you can 
have a discussion with other people, e.g. Facebook, Twitter, etc.]. On these sites people post comments 
[leave messages] to their friends. 

e Some people do a lot of instant messaging [send and receive messages in real time]. 
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Exercises 


55.1  Matchthe words on the left with the words on the right. 


1 go a the web 

2 do C] b online 

3 surf Ei c emails 

4 delete [] d ona link 

5 download C] e an Internet search 
6 click [] f music 


55.2 Answer the questions. 


1 What can you do when you 
go online? Send emails and use the Internet 


THREE OEE RE ER EERE ERATE EE EEEEREREREREEERE EER EREEERTEOEEEE EEO EREE SETS ETER 


What doses ISP Stand TOF? onssedpdqmM bd RMEEMInMRMMM DEN MINE dMMMaEfp MM dM MES 
What does ari (SP give you? —————————————————————n( 
What are Safari, Internet Explorer and Firefox? geass icd M M MM ee 
What do bloggers write about? aiiagasedinbc b Roa o LR RUFEN MM DI RUN MCA DENN NAM RAM E NÉ 
l'a ck-, p—————————————————psám 


How Ea on Te VEI EO MPA- [o C ed Ma Ts] CON Ei —— —— 
What do people do on social networking sites? oss E ED M D Med 


ANNAN BW h2 


55.3 Complete the dialogues. The first letter of each answer has been given to help you. 


1 A friend of mine has got his own SRL, BEA : 
: Oh yeah. What does he write about? 
Do you always reply to emails i... ? 
: Yes. | think it's rude if you don't reply as soon as you receive an email. Don’t you do that? 
No. I don't reply at once unless it's really e... 
How can | view information about the computers they sell?” 
: JUSt goer era eee on that lou inicia , and it will take you to the website which has 
the details. 
Do you have Internet a... at your school? 
: We doin school hours, but not before or after school. 
| sent you an email earlier with an a... . Did you get it? 
: Oh, lm afraid I haven't c... my email today yet. I'll do it now. 
—— much stuff from the Internet? 


: Well, music naturally, and | also d a few video c 


Se | ries OC 


vrro 


RASRRETERAETERTAERETETEREARRRERVERETERTERETR  seserereseeesessererererererereserereess 


: Yes, every day. I have to, because receive so many, and most of them aren't important. 


(o>) 
goggou»u»orfc 
J 
O 
< 
O 
c 
Q 


55.4 Over to 


Answer the questions. If possible, ask someone else the same questions. 
1 Do you go on the Internet? If so, what are your favourite websites? 


2 Do you have a blog or read other people’s? Whose blog do you read? 


3 Do you download material from the Internet? What do you download? 


4 Do you watch video clips on the Internet? What video clips do you watch? 


5 Do you use social networking sites or instant messaging? Which websites do you use? 
Who do you talk to? 
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Different crimes 
A crime is an activity that is wrong and not allowed by law. A person who commits a crime is a 
criminal. 


crime | person | verb 


theft [stealing something, e.g. a car] thief | steal/take (something) 


robbery [stealing from a person or place, e.g. a bank] rob (someone, a place) 


burglary [getting into a building, usually someone’s home, and burglar steal something 
stealing something] burgle (a place) 


Someone’s stolen/taken my handbag. There’s been another burglary in the area. 
| don’t know who robbed me. Did you hear about the bank robbery yesterday? 
Our flat was burgled, but they only took money. Do they know who murdered the boy? 


BEEN Reporting crimes in the media 


——2Ü . ; The two men attacked? Mr Crawford while 
Two women robbed a jeweller's shop he was walking home yesterday afternoon. 
in West London early this morning. Police say the two men hit him in the face 
They broke in! around 7 o'clock and several times, then took his money and 


stole jewellery worth? over £10,000. escaped‘ through Bushy Park. 


1 entered the building using force, e.g. broke a ? used physical violence to hurt him 
window ^ left the place to avoid danger; syn 
? with a value of got away 


BREAKING NEWS ? police officers who try to find information to 


2 f solve crimes 
Detectives? arrested? a man this 


6 
morning in connection with the murder you. er Den EKG une to 
of shop assistant, Tracey Miles the police station because you believe they 
, ' committed a crime. That person is then under 


=> Read full story arrest. 


ET Punishment* 


If you commit a crime and the police catch you [find you and arrest you], you will be punished. For 
minor offences [crimes that are not very important; opp serious], the punishment may only be a fine 
[money you have to pay], but for serious crimes, you will have to go to court. If you are found guilty 
[the judge, or a jury of 12 people, decides you committed the crime; opp innocent], you may be sent to 
prison (syn jail). 


judg 


court prison 


* what a person must suffer if they do something wrong 
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Exercises 


56.1 Test your knowledge. Can you complete this table without looking at the opposite page? 


noun | person | verb 


C a 
C [o 


56.2 Find five more pairs of words that have a similar meaning. 


eatch theft crime jail prison arrest getaway 
steal offence hit escape attack 


catch — arrest 


RWRRRARRRRRRAERARRERTARRARRRRARARFRRTRARRRERERERERRRRRRRRRRTRARRRY  sossesssssessesessssesessssesesessassssssssassssssssssessssesss — ssossssesssessessssssesesessssssesessessssssesessssssssesssssss 


SRRRRRRERARRSERERERRRRRARRETERERRRRSERETASRRERRRTAETERARRRRRERER — s Óá58 RERRRRTERTRRRRRTESTERARREERRRRRTERRRRRRRTERRRARERRRRETARRRERAR  ě ESESEERSESESSTSSSSESESSESEEESSSSESESESRSEESSSSERIS SES EE ROSE SES 


56.3 Complete the dialogues. 


1 A Isit being decided by a judge? 6 A: Willshe go to prison? 

B: No, there will be a [4Y B: No, she just has to pay a Ňsssssssssssssssssssssrssssesessnsss * 
2 A: Have the police caught the man? 7 A: Have you ever broken the law? 

B: Yes, he’s under aa are . B: Yes, but l've never committed a serious 
3 Ai Isshegulty? —. — | | | | | ||A9  eeiseisiiidiiid ; 

B: No, the jury found lier it ad 8 A: How do you think he will be 
4 A: Hekilled hiswife? . ^. — —, — 254 levem E 

B: Yes, he's under arrest for „sssr y B: Well, it wasn't a very serious crime, so it'll 
5 A: Wasita serious crime? probably be a fine. 

B: No, justa minor aoi a uci 


56.4 Complete the news report. 


<> + 
World | Politics | Finance | Tech | Sports 


TODAY 


BRISTOL FASHION THEFT 
Two men are [ander arrest for 2 EE clothes from a warehouse? in 


Bristol. The two men ? LO == into the warehouse late yesterday evening, 
^ ^ the guard and tied him up, then 5 a collection of 


expensive designer outfits 9 wr | over £40,000. A passer-by saw lights on 


in the warehouse and rang the police, but the two men managed to 

1 through a back door and then drove off with the stolen clothes. 
However, one of the men was later caught and? [Jat his home, and 
? caught the second man just hours later hiding at a friend's house. 
Both men have now been charged with '° and will appear before 
a judge in '! on Monday. If they are found 1? ,the 
two men will go to '? for a number of years. The guard who was 
attacked has now been released from hospital. 


* Awarehouse is a large building for storing goods that are going to be sold. 
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57 Politics 


Elections in the UK 

When you vote for someone, you choose them by putting a cross (X) on an off icial piece of paper 
(called a secret ballot because no one knows who you vote for), or by putting up your hand. In the 
UK, a general election is when the people elect! the next government?. These elections are held? 
at least every five years. Each constituency‘ elects one person from one political party. That person 
then becomes the MP (Member of Parliament) for that area, and the political party with the most 
MPs - there are 650 at the moment - forms the next government. The leader? of the party in power? 
is the Prime Minister. 


! choose by voting 


Lan 
?the group of people who control the country anguage 


3 . 
organised noun person adjective 


4 
api ee e Is “politics | politician | political 
d (power | [Powerful — 


°in control (of the country) 


BE Political policies 


People usually vote for a political party because they believe in the party’s ideas [think the ideas 
are good or right], and these ideas become policies [sets of plans and ideas that a political party has 
agreed on]. 


VOTE FOR US 
AND WE WILL ... 


provide! free nursery 
education for all children 


provide more care? and 
support for elderly^ people 


GRD Nove all’, we wil 


reduce? 
unemployment 


create a fair® 


tax’ system treat? people as equal'?. 
; give something to those who need it (also provide y dealing with everyone in the same way; opp 
someone with something) unfair 
? looking after people, especially old people " money people must pay the government 
? help (sometimes in the form of money) 8 most importantly 
^ old ? behave or deal with someone in a particular way 
? make less; syn cut 10 having the same importance; adv equally 


Language 


verb noun 


believeinsth | belief 
reduce | reduction —— 
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57.1 


57.2 


57.3 


57.4 


57.5 


57.6 


Exercises 


Complete the sentences using the correct form of the word on the right. 


1 Have they set the date forthe lection — ? ELECT 
2 EmployMent iS an important ss issue. POLITICS 
3 My political oio ERE GER are important to me. BELIEVE 
4 The president is a very ................. man. POWER 
5 | hope there will be a „sssr in my tax. REDUCE 


6 Do you believe what „sssr say? POLITICS 


Most importantly 

Person in control of a political party 

Another word for ‘old’ 

A synonym for ‘reduce’ 

Money people must pay to the government 

A set of plans and ideas that a group agree on 
Help, often in the form of money 

Not fair 


AN AD C13» UNBE 


Rewrite the sentences on the left starting with the words given. Keep a similar meaning. 


1 Theyare in control of the country. They are in Zewer oc ss : 

2 They elected her. They voted ........... : 

3 Elections take place every five years. Elections areas d a ce eee 
4 They will give hospitals more money. They will provide sasssa 
5 Noone knows who you vote for. [ES a secret Lo MM: 

6 It's a fair system for everyone. The system treats irae 
7 Our policy is to look after old people. Our policy is to provide ze 
Complete the text. 

In Canada, ! elections — work in a similar way to the UK. Canada is divided into 308 political 
naeh E , but they are called uL in Canada, and altogether there are 19 registered 
HAM REQUE parties in the country. 5... esee are held every five years, and people 
NEM for just one person in each riding to become their member of E 
Ta that wins the most ridings is then asked LBY the Governor-General to form the 
pz p MP , and the leader of that party becomes? Minister. 


Over to 


Answer the questions. If possible, ask someone else the same questions. 
1 How many major political parties are there in your country? 

2 Which party is in power at the moment? 

3 When were they elected? 

4 Who is the leader of this party? 


5 Did you vote in this election? 


Over to 


Look at the policies in section B on the opposite page. What do you think of them? If you were 
in power, would you have these policies? What policies would you have? If possible, compare 
your answers with someone else. 
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WHAT IS THE GREENHOUSE FFFECT? 


Many greenhouse gases, e.g. carbon dioxide, methane and ozone, exist' 
naturally and are needed to create? the greenhouse effect that keeps the 
Earth warm enough to support? human life. However, the use of fossil 
fuels, e.g. oil, natural gas and coal, has produced excessive^ amounts of 
greenhouse gases, and the result? is global warming: an increase in the 
average temperature on Earth. Of the 15 warmest years on record, 14 have 
occurred' since 2000. 


To stop global warming 
from destroying? our 
environment??, we 
need to act now. 


The effects? of climate change can already be seen in our everyday lives. 
Summers are getting hotter and winters are getting wetter, so drought? 

and floods? are becoming more common. With it, animal and plant life is 
suffering! — some species will disappear altogether — and certain illnesses, 


e.g. hay fever, asthma and skin cancer, are becoming more common. 


8 a change or result that is caused by something 
? a long time without rain when people do not have 
enough water 


10 when water covers an area that is usually dry, often 
from too much rain 


H experiencing something which is unpleasant 


12 damaging something so badly that it does not exist 
or cannot be used 


35 the air, land and water around us 


1 are real or present 

? make something happen or exist 

3 help (human life) to continue 

^ more than you want or need 

° something that happens because of something else 
that has happened 

9 If information is on record, it has been written down 
or kept on a computer. 

‘happened; fml 


To reduce global warming [make it less], the nations of the world will have to act together 
[do something to solve a problem; syn take action]. In the meantime, individuals can also help. 


SIX WAYSTO-REDUCE GLOBAL WARMING: 


1 Don't throw things away - Save! energy? e.g. 3 Don't waste? water, e.g. turn 


recycle paper, glass, switch off lights when off the tap when you are 


plastic, etc. so that it can you leave a room. brushing your teeth. 


be used again. 


Change light bulbs for 
more energy-efficient^ 
ones. 


* the answer to a problem 
! don't waste 

? gas and electricity 

3 use it badly 


Drive less and walk 
more. 


Plant trees? because trees 
reduce the amount of carbon 
dioxide in the atmosphere, and 
So reduce greenhouse gases. 


^ working well and not wasting energy 
? puta new tree in the ground 
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58.1 


58.2 


58.3 


58.4 


58.5 


58.6 


Exercises 


How do you pronounce the underlined letters? Use the index to help you. 


1 global Isitlike goorgot? go 4 drought Isitlike no or now? 
2 flood  Isitlike foot or fun? 5 suffer Is it like son or soon? 
3 fuel Is it like food or few? 6 climate Isit like educate or comfortable? 


Match the words on the left with the words on the right. 


1 the greenhouse a warming 

2 global [] b change 

3 fossil [] c effect 

4 greenhouse L] d fuels 

5 climate C] e gases 

How can we help with global warming? Cover the opposite page and complete the text. 
© Don’t! Hrowaway n paper, glass and plastic; 2... it. 

€ DO T Sranie water: turn-off te ^uenadmupauidtdEE when you brush your teeth. 
ANANA ènergy by Les MD off lights when you leave a room. 

S aa trees in order to Saa the amount of carbon dioxide. 
ee action now, before it’s too late. 


1 We don't have to create greenhouse gases; they 6X56 oo naturally. 
2 Greenhouse gases in the atmosphere se the greenhouse effect. 
3 Global warming is the ............... s of an increase in the amount of greenhouse gases. 
4d TUO errereen of climate change have been hotter summers and wetter winters. 
D: eene E EMEND is often the result of too much rain when the rivers are full. 
6 A ER is a long period without rain, and they are .................. more frequently 
now 
T TC —— P is the air, land and water around us. 
8 Ifyou... es something, it is so badly damaged, it cannot be used again. 
9 IF SOMETHING is... , it works well and doesn’t waste energy. 
10 sumam E is the power that comes from gas, electricity, etc. 


Complete the tables. Use a dictionary to help you. 


| noun 


exist 


Over to 


Answer the questions. If possible, talk to someone else about the problems. 

1 Can you see the effects of global warming and climate change in your country? What do you see? 
2 What things do people recycle every week? 

3 Do you think you often waste water and energy? How? 


4 What more could you do to solve the problem? Does it worry you? 
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59 War and violence 
A The job of the army 


These men are soldiers, and they are carrying 
guns!. They are members of an army, and part 
of the responsibility of an army is to defend their 
country from attack? and to protect the people?. 
Sometimes this means they have to fight the 
enemy‘. A long period of fighting is called a war, 
e.g. the First World War, 1914-1918, and during a 
war there will be a number of battles”. 


! have guns with them 

? stop others who use violence against their country 
? keep them safe 

^ the people they are fighting against 

? fights between two armies 


Violence is when someone tries to hurt or kill someone; the adjective is violent. 
The violence has increased in recent weeks; There have been a number of violent attacks. 


BREAKING NEWS . 
Recent Bombing 


Ten people were killed and many more were injured when a 
bomb exploded (see picture) in the heart of! the city. The attack 
happened just before midday, and destroyed? several buildings. 
The army are now searching? the area where the attack took 
place^. Most of the attackers escaped?, but the army believe they 
may still be hiding? in other parts of the city. 


During the attack, one soldier was shot’ and later died. It also 
appears that another soldier is missing®. The number of deaths? is 
expected to rise. 


1 the centre of 6 staying in a place where you cannot be seen or found 
? damaged them so badly that they don't exist now; ‘injured by a gun 
NOT completely damaged 8 It isn't known where someone or something is. 
3 trying to find someone or something ? people who are dead / have died 
^ happened 


? left the place without being caught; syn get away 


language 


Several words in the unit can be used as verbs and nouns with a similar meaning. 


They're searching for them. They're continuing their search for them. 
He can't escape. There is no escape. 
When did they attack? Where did the attack take place? 
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59.1 


59.2 


59.3 


59.4 


59.5 


Exercises 


Are these words nouns, verbs, or nouns and verbs? 


protect Kc RE ShOOt a — 
search “ounandverb —— Wal.  MessddudubaddN 
die —  qssssedisauidid defend exsssunec Es 
attack- pm OSCaÓDO Lass 
dëath —ÉÉÉ— — hide 


hd ER OEE EERE OEE ROE REE R SEER ER ESH RR OEEE 


1 The soldiers have been fighting — for days, and so far three have been injured. 
2 The woman was .......... e with a small handgun, but wasn't seriously injured. 

3 One of the soldiers managed to ss under the house where no one could find him. 
4 

5 


There are 20 soldiers surrounding the house, so the men inside cannot f 


Marsi rm 


The bom Dyusna inside the café. Nobody was .......... but several people were 
injured. 

6 I| understand the army are ..........ssss houses in an effort to find the gunman. 

7 The bomb completely ................————— the building, but fortunately no one was inside at 
the time. 

8 My men had to .......... the village from outside attacks. 

9 Were the police ......................... guns when they saw the men? 


Choose the correct word to complete the sentences. Sometimes both are correct. 


One man was found but the other is still lost / 


The battle / war lasted for two hours. 

The attack happened in the heart / centre of the city. 

One of the buildings was completely damaged / destroyed. 
Three of the men are died / dead. 

One woman escaped / got away. 

The boy was badly injured and later died / killed. 

Some ofthe policemen are not allowed to hold / carry guns. 
They don't know who shoot / shot the man. 


WO ON ADO BWHYN FE 


Complete the text. 


The! attack sss happened early this morning. The?..... ess were out on patrol when 
they saw the? ee e ess about half a mile away. Moments later a^ ee exploded 
quite close to them, and was followed by a renn gun battle which lasted two hours. Two 
soldiers were 9 and several were injured. An 7 captain said that they 


errr rere 


have now taken control of the area where the attack ? 


AERA REE RETR R TEETER EERE EERE R ORE TREE EE 


verb | noun | example 


protect rotection The army gave the families protection. 
Z YI P 
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Phrases with time 

We got to the meeting in time [before the meeting started]. 

My brother is always on time [not early or late]. 

It's time (for us) to go. [used to say that something should happen now] 

Do you have time for a cup of coffee? [have enough time to do something] 

Call me the next time you're in London. [on the next occasion] 

The weather was wonderful the last time we were there. [on the last occasion] 
Sophie and | arrived at the same time, 9 o'clock exactly. 


Time prepositions often confused 
I'll be here until 4.30. [I won't leave before 4.30] 
I'll be there by 8.15. [not later than 8.15] 


l've worked here for six months. (for * a period of time, e.g. a week, ten days, 
two years) 

l've worked here since May. (since * a point in time in the past, e.g. last Friday, 
March, 2011) 


| worked on a farm during the summer. (this tells you ‘when’) 
| worked on a farm for a month. (this tells you ‘how long’) (NOT during a month) 


I’m going back to Brazil in ten days’ time [ten days from now]. (NOT after ten days) 


Approximate periods of time - past, present and future 

Past 

l've known Lucia for ages [for a long time, e.g. many years]. 

| haven't been to the dentist recently/lately [e.g. in the last few months]. 

| saw Tom recently [e.g. a few weeks ago / not long ago]. 

| used to go skiing, but that was a long time ago [e.g. 5- 10 years ago; syn ages ago]. 
My sister went to the zoo the other day [e.g. a few days ago, perhaps a week]. 


Present 
| don't see my brother much these days [a period including the past and now; syn nowadays]. 


Future 
This dictionary's fine for the time being [for now / the near future - but not for a long time]. 
I’m sure I'll go to America one day [in the future but | don't know when]. 


Counting time 
There are 60 seconds in a minute; 60 minutes in an hour; 24 hours in a day; 7 days in a week; 2 weeks 
in a fortnight; 52 weeks in a year; 10 years in a decade; 100 years in a century. 


Take and last 

We use take to say how long we need to do something. 
It takes me half an hour to get to school. 

We can walk, but it'll take (us) a long time. 


We use last to talk about how long something continues, from the beginning to the end. 
The course lasts for ten weeks. 

How long does the film last? 

The battery in my camera didn't last long [continue for a long time]. 
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60.1 


60.2 


60.3 


60.4 


60.5 


Exercises 


Complete the sentences. 


1 l'lsee you the XÉ time | come to London. 

2 The shop closes at 5.30. If we don’t hurry, we'll never get there ................ ss time. 
3 lalways get to meetings ............ss time; | hate it when people are late. 

A lm afraid | WON’ nsee time to see you this week. 

5 l'lL have to go soon. It'Stime ......eeesss me to pick up the children from school. 


Meta hseta aha ee ea haha s hh haer 


6 Julian and I got to the station at the 


Choose the correct word to complete the sentences. 


1 l'll see you(im/ after ten days’ time. 

2 The teacher told us to finish our homework by / until Monday. 
3 We can’t leave by / until the others get back. 

4 lve been in the army for / since | was eighteen. 

5 They've worked here for / since / during six months. 

6 I visit my uncle every week for / since / during the winter. 

7 | was at university for / since / during three years. 

8 She's going back to France in / after three months’ time. 

9 | haven't seen them for / since last Thursday. 


Replace the underlined words with more ‘approximate’ time expressions. 


| had my hair cut two weeks ago. SEME ss 

| went to Egypt with my parents but that was ten years ago. |... 
| went to the library three days ago. pic so a 

| haven't been to the cinema for the last three weeks... 

| haven't been to a concert for three or four years... 

This computer will be fine for the next year. 


NOBWN FE 


Test your general knowledge. Can you complete these sentences with the correct number 
or period of time? 


1 Michael Jackson died in 2007... 

2 The Olympic Games usually last about a .......................— ; 

3 Picasso was born in the .................... th century, and died in the Ọs th century. 
4 President Kennedy died in „sssr . That’s OVE senn years ago. 

5 Ittakes approximately een hours to fly from London to New York. 

6 The best athletes can run 100 metres inlessthan ................ seconds. 

T Theremin was the decade in which the USA and USSR were trying to be the first 


country to put a man on the moon. 


Over to 


Complete the sentences about yourself. If possible, compare your answers with someone else. 
1 lve been in my present school/university/job for 

2 It takes me 

3 A typical school/college/working day for me lasts 

4 lve been studying English since 


7 Nowadays | don't 
8 One day | hope 
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Cardinal numbers 

379 - three hundred and seventy-nine 2,860 = two thousand, eight hundred and sixty 
5,084 - five thousand and eighty-four 470,000 = four hundred and seventy thousand 
2,000,000 = two million 3,000,000,000 = three billion 


Language 


There is no plural ‘s’ after hundred, thousand, million and billion when they are part of a number. 
When we are talking generally, they are plural, e.g. thousands of people, millions of insects. 


Dates 

With dates, we write them and say them in a different way. Common 
We can write 4 June or June 4", but say the fourth of June 
or June the fourth. The seventh of April (NOT The 
We can write 21 May or May 21*, but say the twenty-first of seven April); the fourth question 
May or May the twenty-first. (NOT the feur question) 

1997 - nineteen ninety-seven; 2016 - two thousand and 
sixteen or twenty sixteen 


Fractions and decimals 

1'4- one and a quarter 1.25 = one point two five 
1% = one and a half 1.5- one point five 

134 = one and three quarters 1.75 = one point seven five 


Percentages 

26% is spoken as twenty-six per cent. More than 50% of something is the majority of it, less than 
50% of something is the minority: 

The vast majority of the students (e.g. 95%) agreed with the new plan, only a small minority 
(e.g. 5%) were unhappy. 


Calculations 
There are four basic processes. Notice how they are said when we are working out [trying to 
calculate] the answer. 


+ = addition e.g. 6 + 4 = 10 (six plus/and four equals/is ten) 

- - subtraction e.g. 6 - 4- 2 (six minus four is two) 

x = multiplication e.g. 6x 4= 24 (six multiplied by / times four is twenty-four) 
+ = division e.g.8+2=4 (eight divided by two is four) 


Some people are not very good at adding up numbers [putting numbers together to reach a total], and 
often get stuck [have a problem] if they have to work out something quite difficult. The easiest way is 
to use a calculator [a small electronic machine for working out numbers]. 


Saying ‘0’ 

‘0’ can be spoken in different ways in different situations: 

telephone number: 603449 - six oh three, double four nine OR six zero three, double four nine 
mathematics: 0.7 = nought point seven; 6.02 = six point oh two OR six point nought two 
temperature: -10 degrees = ten degrees below zero OR minus ten degrees 
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Exercises 


61.1 How do you say these numbers in English? Write the answers in words, then practise saying 
them. 


462 [our hundred and sixty-two 


Orr Str 


Oi i a a a a a a E EM E E E MD 
2345 50 0 5 à iii i ii i i a a a a a E EDO RE 
iv ML LZ ew "wor" 
aii — JÁ— H9 
10.04 

47% 

10 September 
940338 (phone number)  —————————————————— 
-5 Celsiüs i ka aa AA 
m1996 i ik ia a aN a 
2012: i ia a a i aa ech NN 


n 


FRARRSTERTRREEERTEREERERRARRREVREEERAERREERRRREREAERREREREAERRSERETERSEREARERRERTRERTERTERRERRRERERERTRAERERERTRASEREARRRRRTERHRERAERERERAFRRTEMERATERIAFMAPHA ERA I EH 


FRRERREESEREEREYERTERERERESRRSEREYERERRREERREREFRERYERERRTRERATRREREYARAERRRTEREREERRYERAERREYERATRRERETERAETESTEREREERRYERERREFRERAFRRERERERATRSERSERETEMATATERHAMETERHRIHERMT ETT 


WO ONAN BW YN 


Pee 
NFO 


61.2 Correct the mistakes. 
1 Two thousand and five hundred. we thousand, five hundred 


2 After the game, | heard that the crowd was over twenty thousands. — e 
3 nuncium d —————————————— 
4 There were two hundred twenty altogether. — sssssxxelud MM MEM EM MEE 
5 My birthday isthe thirty-one August: eoscasuiddu dO dM bai MONDE MEM M AME MM DMMM 


6 My phone number is seven twenty-three, six nought nine. 


61.3 Complete the sentences. 


1 Eight multiplied n by seven is fifty-six. 

2 The... were in favour of the new airport; about 8096, I think. 

3 Asmiall cc ce did not support the idea, but it was only 596. 

4 lm not very good at arithmetic. | always have to USE a oie cccccccssssscsseeseeseeee : 

5 When I tried to add ............... all the numbers, | couldn't... it out. 
6 Ican do simple calculations, but get ................s if the numbers are very big. 


61.4 Can you work out the answers? If you find it difficult, use paper or a calculator. 


1 23and36is [YMM e. 
2 24times 3 is 


Ateeeeeeeeeeeeseeeeeeeeseeneseeeoneeeeee ° 


4 65 divided by 13 is : 


SHEE RO RETR EOE E ERO T REE R EERE RHEE ERE ET. 


5 Add 10 and 6, multiply by 3, then subtract 15 and divide by 11. What number is left? 


61.5 
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Distance, dimensions and size 


Distance: how far ... Common 

British people buy most things in metres, centimetres and 

millimetres, but they still often talk about distance using the It’s ten minutes’ walk from here. 
old system of miles [1 mile = about 1.6 kilometres], yards (NOT ten minutes’ walking.) 


It's a long way. (NOT It’s far.) But 


[1 yard = almost 1 metre], feet [1 foot = 30 centimetres], and 
we can say ‘No, it isn't far’ 


inches [1 inch = 2.5 centimetres]. 


The nearest one is half a 
mile. [the one at the shortest 
distance from here] 


About a mile 
away [a mile 
from here]. 


At least [not less 
than] a couple 
of miles. [two, 

perhaps three] 


About ten 
minutes? 
walk. 


How far's the 
post office? 


It's just round 
the corner 
[very near]. 


About a hundred yards up/down 
the road. [further along the road] Yes, it's (quite) 


a long way. 


OB Dimensions: how long or wide ... 


130 


width 


shallow 
end 


Common 
Mason is quite tall (NOT quite high). It's a tall tree/building (NOT a high tree/building). It's a 


high mountain (NOT a tall mountain). 


We can ask about the dimensions like this: 
What's the length of the garage? OR How long is the garage? It's five metres (long). 


What's the width of the path? OR How wide is the path? It’s a metre (wide). 
What's the height of the wall? OR How high is the wall? It's two metres (high). 
What's the depth of the pool? OR How deep is the pool? It's three metres (deep). 


Size: how big or small... 

We use a range of adjectives to describe the size of something. 

It was a very thick book - over 500 pages. (opp a thin book) 

Their living room is huge [very big; syn enormous; opp a tiny room]. 
We caught a giant crab. [very large or bigger than other similar things] 
It was a very narrow road for a bus. (opp a wide road) 
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Exercises 


62.1 Disagree with the speaker in each dialogue. 


1 A It’s only a thin book, isn't it? 

B: Noui aaa 
2 A: The water's deep in the middle, isn't it? 

X. ————————————" 
3 A: Isthe road very wide at that point? 

B: NO E ——————À—— 
4 A: Jamesis quite short, isn't he? 

M o——————— 
5 A: They only live in a small place, don't they? 

B: NO ——————————— AEA 
6 A Isita really huge pool? 

B: NO — ——————e—e——— 


62.2 Complete the questions (in two ways) about the lake, the mountain, the woman and the 
football pitch. 


1 How Ae, is the lake? 5 HOW. is she? 
2 Whatsascssted dnd the lake? 6. What's herz esas Ro REN ? 
3 HOW gesassussian is the mountain? T HOWsaesascucdlizz asia is the pitch? 
4 What’s PPAR TERRE PENIS the mountain? 8 117: e NR NRI RRRRPRREA the pitch? 


62.3 


Think about the building you are in now, and answer the questions using expressions from the 
opposite page. 

1 How far is it to the nearest shop? 

2 How far is it to a bank? 

3 Is it very far to the nearest bus stop? 


4 Is it very far to a post office? 


5 Is it a long way to the nearest swimming pool? 
6 Is ita long way to the next big town? 

7 How far is the nearest train station? 

8 Is it far to the centre of town? 
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63 Objects, materials, shapes and colour 


MEER Objects! and materials? 


< 
1 things you can see or touch ? what something is made of or from Y» 
~ 


1 = 


description 


an antique [an object that is old and often rare or beautifull] 


the Italian national flag 

| 6ashit | cotton — it has red stripes 
ELNNLIENNNNL LLL NNNM 
| 8asofa leather — | stylish [fashionable and attractive] 

light and easy to carry 

a soft piece of paper that you use for cleaning your nose 

| ir abucket | plastic = used to clean floors 


Language 


Most of the materials above can be adjectives or nouns, e.g. a cotton shirt, or a shirt made of 
cotton; a leather sofa, or a sofa made of leather. The exception is wood: a chair made of wood is a 
wooden chair. 


BI Shapes and colours 


r ~ 
b E 


a grey square a pink star a navy blue circle a green semi-circle a purple heart 


S~ 


shoes with pointed toes 


a round ball a square box 


Language 


When we want to say that a shape is ‘almost round’ or a colour is ‘a sort of green’, we can also 


express this idea with the suffix -ish, e.g. She had a roundish face; He wore a greenish tie. 
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63.1 


63.2 


63.3 


63.4 


63.5 


Exercises 


Put the words into the correct columns. 


bell circle pink silk flag grey cotton purple 
plastic bucket fur ladder square navy blue 


objects | materials | shapes colours 


bell 


Match the words on the left with the words on the right. 


1 aplastic a scarf 

2 asilk C] b hat 

3 a rubber C] c belt 

4 afur C] d toy 

5 acotton [] e tyre (on the wheel of a car) 
6 aleather C] f T-shirt 


Label the objects, and their shape or colour. 


Which object is being described? 


1 It's got a point at one end and that's the end you write with. apencl 
2 It’s ashellfish. It is usually grey, but it goes pink when you cookit. s 
3 It can be metal or plastic and you often put water in it to wash floors. 
4 It is usually made of wood or metal, and you climb Up iL sees 
5 Atcertain times of the month it's round; at others, it's closer to a semi-circle. 


6 An adult human body has 206 of these. 


Metern 


fatuum nmm 


ae tuu a ssa ESTERS ERSTE STREET ETERS TERE REED 


Over to 


Answer the questions. If possible, compare your answers with someone else. 
1 Do you wear shoes with pointed toes? 

2 What clothes do you have that are pink, purple or navy blue? 

3 Do you wear anything that has stripes? If so, what? 

4 Do you have any clothes that are made from silk or fur? 


5 What things do you own that are made of leather? 
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64 containers and quantities 


BEER Containers and contents* 


134 


— 
M m 


y A^ wu 


a bag of shopping a bottle ofapple ajar ofjam a bowl of sugar a jug of water 


juice i 

——— * » 

Wi, & 
a box of a packet of biscuits a packet of crisps a can of cola a carton of 
chocolates orange juice 

! PEARS 1 
v | 
rua 

a tube of toothpaste a vase of flowers atin of fruit a bar of chocolate 


* the things inside something 


Quantities* 

Just a drop of milk [a very small amount] and no sugar in my coffee, 
please. 

l've cut three slices of beef; that should be enough for the 
sandwiches. (Or three pieces of beef) 

| took my boss a bunch of flowers when | visited her in hospital. 

| need a sheet of paper. (Or a piece/bit of paper) 

Andrew bought two pairs of trousers and a pair of shoes yesterday. two sheets 
| bought a couple of books. [two, perhaps three] of paper 
We saw several churches on our way here. [some but not a lot, e.g. between 
three and eight] 

| bought half a dozen eggs at the supermarket. [six] 

There are a dozen students in the class. [twelve] 


i; a spoonful 
Could | have a spoonful of sugar in my tea? of sugar 
We've got plenty of time. [a lot of] 
The company is now making the toys in large quantities. ADANC 


* the amount or number of something of keys 


Language 


We can usually use slice when talking about pieces of bread, cakes and meat. We can use bunch to 
talk about flowers, grapes, bananas and keys. 
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64.1 


64.2 


64.3 


64.4 


64.5 


Exercises 


How do you pronounce the underlined letters? Use the index to help you. 


1 tin  lsitlike fine or wind? wind 5 couple Is it like pool or cup? 
2 pair Isit like car or care? 6 dozen Is it like run or rob? 
3 vase Isitlike far or face? 7 quantity Isit like ran or want? 
4 tube Isitlike noon or new? 


Complete the phrases below. 


1 " A AA T 

E ja 
2 — 

d 

- F, A 

<a = 
la oos of water CE. P PER SERO of water 
2 A cernes Ene MEME of spaghetti T Ages omui of matches 
3 er of fruit La eet of soap 
E: en of coffee S. a ee of apples 
5a of milk 


DEDE 


1 apacketofchocolate Jar... 5 acan of milk eee eee 

2 avaseofjam ........ 6 a carton Of toothpaste .................. 
3 atube of Cigarettes oo csssssssssscsseseeeee 7T ajarofflowers ss 

4 aun of cola gaze reese 8 ajug of biscuits axco ore 


Complete the sentences with one word. 


1 Ineedtwo 72/5 of socks inside these shoes. 

2 | gave hera Dig gwa of flowers from my garden. 

2- I cut about SÌX meia bi of bread and put them on a plate. 

A Could you get half a... more chairs? 

5 The teacher told us to take out a blank ,................... of paper. 

6 Ilikéto put Oa mM of cream in my coffee. 

7 There's no need to hurry - we've got eee. of time. 

8 Imeta. LL LLL LL of friends - Stefan and Julia - on the way to the station. 

9 She opened her bag on the table, turned it upside down, and all the nnn 


m 
oO 


Tennis is quite popular in our office. | know ,........ people who play. 


Cross out the wrong answer. 


Could you get a carton of milk / juice / coffee? 

| bought a bunch of grapes / bananas / apples. 

There were a couple of / a pair of / several people waiting at the bus stop. 
Would you like a slice of cake / bread / biscuit? 

It's nice with a spoonful of sugar / jam / crisps. 

| bought two pairs of socks / shirts / jeans. 

Have you got a piece / bunch / sheet of paper | could borrow? 


NoOnBPWN FE 
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Apologies, excuses and thanks 


Apologies with common replies 
We can apologise [say sorry] in different ways in different situations. 


2 


: 'm(terribly/really) sorry - I’ve forgotten your book. Terribly/really makes you sound 
‘more sorry. 
: Never mind. That's OK. 


UJ 


A: | beg your pardon - | didn't see you there. I beg your pardon is a more formal apology, 
often used if you walk into someone. 


i] 


: That's all right. (also That's OK.) 


A: (Pm) sorry to disturb you. We use this phrase when we interrupt / 
speak to someone who is busy working. 
B: Don't worry. Come on in. | can finish this later. 


: (Pm) sorry to keep you waiting - | won't be long. We use this phrase when someone is 
waiting for us. I won't be long 
B: OK. Fine. - | will be with you very soon. 
A: Excuse me, | won't be a minute. We use this phrase when we have to 


leave a room or go somewhere. 
B: OK. Fine. 


A: | must apologise for the noise last night. This is a more formal apology, and it is 
often used in business letters. 


B: That's all right. | understand. 
Common 


A: l'm(really) sorry I’m late. 


lm sorry I’m late. (NOT I’m sorry 
fer be late. OR I’m sorry tebe late.) 


p b» (» Ep P o I "9 73 e» 8m DH 


B: Don't worry. 


Excuses 
We often give an explanation or excuse after an apology. An excuse is a reason for the apology, 
which may or may not be true. These are excuses students might give for being late for class. 


I’m sorry I’m late for class ... 

- There was a delay / hold-up on the underground. [when a train, plane, etc. leaves or arrives later 
than you expect] 

- | was held up in traffic. [hold up - cause a delay and make someone late - is often used in the 
passive] 

- My train was cancelled [the train company decided not to run the train], and | had to wait half an 
hour for the next one. 

- | overslept [slept longer than | planned or wanted to]. 


Thanks and replies 
These are some common ways of thanking people, with typical replies. 
A: Thanks (very much). A: I’ve brought your books. 


B: Not at all. (also That's OK.) B: Oh, cheers. (infml) 
A: No problem. (infml) 


A: l'Il post those letters for you. 
B: Oh, thank you. That's very kind of you. (This is polite and slightly more formal.) 
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65.2 


65.3 


65.4 


Exercises 


Find three more pairs of phrases that have a similar meaning. 


thanksverymueh I’m terribly sorry don'tworry never mind 
Iwasheldup «heers lbegyourpardon there was a delay 


SERN ERE teen R EEE eua e f EaRRREERSERHERATVERRRRRERREERRERERRRERETERTERERRTERTERTRRRERRRRATESTERERARESTERERRFERTER — 000 BATRRTERERRSERTERAEESERERESTERERERESEREEERERERTRETERTERRERATERTERERERERAFRSERTERATERERRERETERERETERERHERATERTEREREMEMET 


WERNERSARETESTERERRFEFTERERRETESETESTEREFETERERERATESEREREAETERERERRRTERTERTRRETERTRRSERTERETESTERTEREREFTFNAREEFR 000 MESERTRETETERERTRTERETETEFAETERERESEFETESTEFTRREREATETEREERERETERTERERERERETATTETEFATERIEFEEFETEFIEFMERETAPATET PETI 


1 A lm./erly sorry. 


B: That's OK. 


2 A: Thanks very much. 
B: at all. 


ARRRARARRRSARATRRERRRERATERTHEHETETEERTTE 


3 A; Sorry to usses 
B: That’s all 


4 A; NW SON Yaaa late. The 7:30 train was .......... , SO | had to wait for the 
next one. 
B: That’s OK. NOS DC : 
5 A: lgave your parents a lift to the station. 
B: Oh, thanks. That’s very eeepc of you 
6 A; Lg | fs) eee mer ee ERE for missing the meeting yesterday afternoon. 
De "— — mind. lIl ask Claire to tell you what happened. 
TAL kaa your pardon. I thought the room was empty. 


B: That's OK. 


What could you say in these situations? If it is an apology, give an explanation. 


1 You walk into someone by accident and he/she almost falls over. 


ora ae a an 
oon 
RXRRRRRATRRRERAAERATERSRARRRTARRARATERTRERARRRRRARRATASARARRRTAERAERARTERHETATERRERATRRVRSARRERRTERARARTRRERATRRTERARRAVESERATRRUARARRRRRRARATVRRARRRRRRERTARATERURRATARERRRRETERTRRARARRRRRRATERSTRRRERRRERERRATRRERRETATERTARATRRATETERERRAT 
rrr 
NAERRERERTERERERERERRTEREERERRETEFERRASTESTERERREERETERSTREATETERTERAETRREYRESTRRTERERERTAERAETERRERAEERERERSEERETVERTREEERETERERERSERETERTESTRERRETESTAESYRETEFEREAEREREATERETERSTEREFRTAFERRATEFTRRARETERERRYEREREREESTARETRETETEFETARTESAEVATETATATEMHESIT 


corn 


8 Your company promised to send some information to a customer last week. You still haven’t sent the 
information and you must now write to explain. Write the first sentence of your letter. 


Over to 


Answer the questions. If possible, compare your answers with someone else. 


1 Are you ever late for class or work? If so, do you have to apologise to anyone? Do you normally 
give a reason why you are late? If so, what reasons are most common? 


2 What other things have you apologised for recently? What did you say? Did you give an excuse? 
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Requests, permission and suggestions 


Requests and replies 


A: Could you pass the salt? 
B: Sure. / No problem. 


A: Could you possibly help me? 


Mo} 


5 


B: Yes, of course. 


r 
e 
aa 


nig 


A: Naomi, | wonder if you could help me? 
B: Sure. 


A: I was wondering if you could lend me some money until tomorrow. 


B: No, I’m afraid I can't. [I’m sorry but | can’t.] 


Asking permission and replies 


A: Could I possibly have a look at your magazine? 
B: Yes, help yourself. 


. i ? 
A: May / Could I open the window? Language 


B: Sure, go ahead. 
: When we answer go ahead or help yourself, 


A: Do you mind if I watch TV? we are giving someone permission to do the 


hing they h ked. 
B: No, go ahead. thing they have asked 


BEES Suggestions and replies 


We could try that new restaurant. 


De He © 


How about going to a club? 


What shall we do tonight? I don't mind. You choose. 


, T Why don't we go 
Let's go to the café in the square. AE 


Do you fancy listening to some music? 
[do you want to; infml] 


We can reply with different answers, from positive to negative. 


Yeah, (that’s a) great idea. Yes, if you like. No, I don't fancy that. 
That sounds good. Yeah, I don’t mind. Mm, ld rather do something else. 
[I would prefer to do something else.] 
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66.1 


66.2 


66.3 


66.4 


Exercises 


Correct six more mistakes in the dialogue. 


: Be you like to go out this evening? Would 

: l'm afraid but | haven't got any money. 

: That's OK. I'll pay. How about go to see a film? 

: No, I think I'd rather to stay in. | have to do some homework. 
Why you don't do your homework this afternoon? 

: Pm busy this afternoon. 

: Well, we could to go tomorrow. 

: Yeah, it's a great idea. 


vroor 


Match 1-6 with a-f. 


1 Could you close the door? 
2 May I close the window? 


a a suggestion 
b a negative reply 


LIE JE IE] 


3 We could go to the cinema. c arequest 

4 Yeah, great idea. d asking for permission 
5 | wonder if you could close the door? [] e a positive reply 

6 | don’t fancy that. [] f a polite request 


Complete the dialogues with one word. Contractions (e.g. don't) count as one word. 
1 A: What woul es you like to do this weekend? 


LOI E istum t EE . You decide. 
2 A: Could VOU aea ond nM DRE open that window? It's very hot in here. 
VES 01 P" 
3 (Wā Szasa if you could give me a lift to Luke’s this evening. 
| Sure, VIO mas É 
What Oy Oa c EE doing this evening? 
Ibi m— . Any ideas? 


Why we go to the cinema? We haven't been for ages. 


DL 


D 
ga UI UP» 


5 DO VOU acerca if | use your phone? 
NO, gO t à 
6 A OK. Where asc a S aC we go on Saturday? 
3i a o1 MRNA going to the beach if the weather's nice? 
A: Yeah. Or we try that new sports centre just outside town. 
Boing; tI K d eccesso cias go to the beach. 


A Pee ENTREE EERE REET EERE TEESE OE RER ERO E® 


Reply to the questions. Try to give a different answer each time. 


Could | borrow your pen fora minute? 26530 a oa 
Could you possibly posta letter forme?  xciasesssucu c E EI o EIER 
| was wondering if you've got a suitcase you could lend me? 
Do you mind if | take this CDalE? oe iqusn pt DiMPMMDEUA 
l've got some tickets for a concert. Do you fancy going? 
How about going to a football match at the weekend? —.,.,..... e e ess 
Why don't we meet this afternoon and practise our English? 


-MoUc-d» Ch FE 
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Opinions, agreeing and disagreeing 


Asking someone for their opinion 

What do you think of his new book / Tom's girlfriend? (asking about a specific thing or person) 
What do you think about global warming / cosmetic surgery? (asking about a general topic) 
How do you feel about working with the others? 


Introducing your own opinion 

Personally, | think Helena was probably right. 

Personally, | feel that we should increase the price. 

In my opinion [! think], we need to change the direction of the company. 
My view/feeling is [my opinion is] that we need to wait a bit longer. 


Common 


Personally, | don’t think it's a good idea. (NOT | thinlcit'enet a good idea.) 


In my opinion, motorbikes are dangerous. (NOT On my opinion OR In my meaning) 
In most situations, it is probably easier and more natural to use personally. 


Giving the opinion of others 
The newspaper says that his death was not an accident. (NOT I£&s-wütten in the newspaper) 
According to the paper [the paper says], the government didn't know about it. 


Agreeing and disagreeing (with someone) 
| totally agree (with you) [agree completely, 100%]. 

| partly agree (with you) [agree but not completely]. 

| agree (with you) to a certain extent [partly agree]. 


Common 


l agree with you. (NOT Pm-agree with you.) 
Do you agree? (NOT Are yeu agree?) 


In British English, itis common to agree with someone before giving a different opinion. 
That's true, but I think... 

I see what you mean, [I understand what you are saying] but... 

| agree to some extent, but... 

| think that's a good point [idea or opinion], but ... 

| take your point [I understand and partly agree with your opinion], but... 


Giving a strong opinion 


| feel very strongly about military service. 
| think everyone should do it. 


| think you're absolutely right/ 
wrong [10096 correct/wrong]. 
€ 9, 
D | | disagree completely [100% 
T don't agree]. 
- 
«a 
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| don't agree at all 
[I completely disagree]. 


67.1 


67.2 


67.3 


67.4 


Exercises 


Complete the questions in different ways to ask people their opinion. 


1 What do you think ales sending people to Mars? 
y iii aa ce these shoes? Do you like them? 
3 ha ee E: having more responsibility? 


Complete the dialogues. 


1 A: Did you think he was right in what he said? 
B: Not completely, but | ZYÉ sss agreed with him. 
2 A: What did you think... eese. the film? 
B; Wells diu i E | didn't like it. 
3 A: Do you agree with her? 
B: Yes, to a certain ............ : 
A A: She feels very... about protecting the environment. 
B: Yes, | know, and I think she's absolutely ................ss- 
LA A———— , | think all politicians tell lies. 


© Sorry, but Lane M om completely. 


A 
B 

6 A: Wecan't send everyone to university. 
B: Yes, that's , but we should give everyone a chance to go. 
A 


our dM EE is that we should make all chocolate and sweets more expensive, and 
then people couldn't afford to eat so many things that are bad for them. 

B: That's a good , but it seems unfair on people who don't eat too many sweet 
things. 


9hhstssasasostosassaesssoseessesesostons 


8 A: Isee what you 
B: Well, in my 


——en ee about spending more money, but can we afford it? 
we have no choice. 


Rewrite the sentences using the words in capitals. Keep a similar meaning. 
1 I think you’re right. acree _/agree with you. 


2 | think the club needs new players. opinion 
3 I completely disagree with YOU. ATALL — etti 


4 The newspaper says the fire was started on purpose. ACCORDING 


RERERAEREREFERRRETESTERRETRETESEREAERTERTERTERARAERERTERERERAEEREREREREREEREERERRSERERERETRSTRETERERERRATERTEMEPATEHATETEFATERERR 


RSTEREEFEEFATFRRTEFNEERTEREFESEFTEEETERSTETERETERTEMEEFTATEFMEMETEREFMETEHSEHTERETE" 


EARRRERERRERERESTRHETERTERERRTAFETRASTEFEREAERRHERERRATVESEFATEREREEAERRREHERRTERTERATERYERERATERERRTERTEREETRRYEETERETRUIAREREREREISERERRUVEREFETRRSTAERARRSTRETARERERYRRARETARETRATEFTRRATESERERRRERRRERERETIFERRATESEFATAESTEREEMTATESTIAFIETERETMTT 


5 [Partly agree with her. “EXTENT” Liao ictmmmFoR pP quU DUREE CI ID pic naran QUAIN ID Mi MR OP HI CRM e 
6 Isee what you mean, but l'm not sure | agree. Point 


RARRATRRSERSRRATARSTERERARERTERARARERERRATERERRRERTERERRRERTERATRSTESTRATARAFERRARERAFEARTARESATESTERETEM 


Respond to the statements with your own opinion. If possible, compare your answers with 
someone else. 


1 I think most women are happy to stay at home and be a mother and housewife. 
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Likes, dislikes, attitudes and preferences 


Likes and dislikes 


| disagree 
| love rock music. So do I. / Me too. Really? | don’t. 
I’m really into dance music. So am I. / Me too. Really? I’m not. 
[like it very much; infml] 
| like a lot of pop music. So dol. / Me too. Do you? | hate it. 


| quite like salsa and samba. So dol. / Me too. Oh, I’m not very keen. 
| don’t mind jazz. [it’s OK] Yeah, it’s OK. Oh, | can’t stand it. 


I’m not very keen on folk music. Neither am I. / Me neither. 

| can’t stand classical music. Neither can I. / Me neither. Really? I love it. 
[dislike it very much; infml] Really? | quite like it. 
| hate opera. So do I. / Me too. 


Language 


Many of these verbs can be followed by a noun or an -ing form, e.g. I love driving, I like singing, | don't 
mind work, | dislike driving, | can't stand getting up early, | hate cold weather. 


BI Attitudes and interests 


My attitude to a lot of things has changed over the years. [how you think or feel about something] 

| used to like chips. [I liked chips in the past but not now.] 

| used to play computer games, but now they don’t interest me. [I don't find them interesting.] 

lm very interested in modern architecture, but | used to think it was awful. 

| used to go swimming a lot, but now | don't go at all [at all makes a negative stronger]. 

Mark and I used to have the same interests [things we enjoy doing], but now it seems we have nothing 
in common [have no interests that are similar; opp have a lot in common]. 


Common 


I’m interested in seeing that. (NOT lm interest 
in seeing that; OR I’m interested te-see that.) 


It takes time to get used to [become familiar with] living in a different country. 
| didn't like my new glasses at first, but now I’ve got used to them. 
| found the winters very cold at first, but you get used to it. 


3 Which do you, or would you, prefer? 
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A: Which do you prefer in , 4 B: Well, | prefer coffee to tea in the 
" As general, tea or coffee? $ morning, but in the afternoon I 
ED [like more] usually drink tea. 


B: | think Pd prefer to go to the 
cinema. (syn Pd rather) 


A: Tonight, we can go to the 
cinema or the theatre. 
Which would you prefer? 
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Exercises 


68.1  Correctthe mistakes in B's replies. 


1 A Ican drive. 5 A: Idon'tlike shopping. 

B: So do l.i aes B:. Me TOG. uide dM CR 
2 A: Ilove modern art. 6 A: Doyou like football? 

B: Yes, S0 T dO. ge ta acre B: Yes, but! prefer rugby than football. 
3 A: Do you like chocolate? Seeeeseeeseceesscceseseesesssessseseeses 

B: Yes, | like very much. .......... 7 A: Do you like this? 
4 A: Do you like it in England? B: No,l'm not interest in music. 

B: Yes, l'm getting used to live 0200000000050002000050000000000000000005 

1: ——— 


68.2 Complete each sentence with one word. 


1 Mysister loves Robbie Williams, but | can't .............. stand ss him. 
2 The two boys have nothing in ...................... ; they're completely different. 
3 The others enjoyed the film, but | didn't like it at |... 
4 | love the cinema, but this particular film doesn't Ọs me. 
5 Carole is really. sereiesianniinnseiinonimanies modern art at the moment. Personally, | hate it. 
2 PP to love cheese, but | never eat it now. 
7 A: Would you like to go out? B: Pd ss stay here, actually. Is that OK with you? 
8 | didn’t like raw fish at first, but l'm nn used to it now. 
68.3 Agree with the statements using so or neither and the correct verb. Then agree using Me 
too or Me neither. 
1 | love this ice cream. EA A A samanea 
2 Ilike strawberries. NMMMMMMMMRECu—--KMMMM 
3 Idon’t like cold tea. — dues — à *aumudsudcdtamdud: 
4 |cantwork with musiC ON. egret — Van MED er 
Mr  ———CÉ—— 
6 Pm not married. a i a ce 
([Ivepgpotacdt aa a eee 


68.4 Rewrite the sentences using the word in capitals. Keep a similar meaning. 
He likes salsa. wro Hes into salsa. 


| hate these new shoes. stan 

She'd prèfer to GO home. MM— ———— 

| don't like James Bond films very much. KEEN 
| think the new building is alright. MIND — eee ttti 
| went riding a lot in the past, but not now. useD 
We havea lotof the same interests. COMMON cuoc c LE ME ARR GREC E C 
lm becoming familiar with this new computer. useD 
| don't feel the same way about work now. ATTITUDE 


SRREERAEERRFERESERRSRRERAATERTERERARERRERAERRSEREFRERRYVERAERERRREYERTRRTRSTEFERREEREEERERFATEASERETRERERERRVERTRREERRERAETERERERERRETERSERRRRETERHEMETETIEPEFHHTRHHTIMMM 
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68.5 Over to 


Complete the sentences. If possible, compare your answers with someone else. 


| prefer 
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Greetings, farewells and special expressions 


Greetings* 

When we are introduced to a stranger [told the name of someone we have never met] in a formal 
situation, we usually shake hands and say hello, or perhaps hello, nice to meet you. In an 
informal situation, we usually just say hello or hi. 


When we greet friends, there are no real rules in Britain. Men may kiss female friends [girls/ 
women] on one cheek [side of the face], on both cheeks, or not at all. Women may kiss male 
friends and female friends once, twice, or not at all. We usually say things like this: 

A: Hello. How are you? B: Fine, thanks. How about you? 

A: Hi. How's it going? / How are things? (infml) B: Not (so) bad, thanks. And you? 


* saying hello 


ENEND e 


To someone we have just met for the first time we can say Goodbye. Nice to meet you. 


With friends we can say bye, cheers (infm/), take care (infml), or see you (soon/later/ 
tomorrow, etc.). 


When we say goodbye to a school or work friend on Friday afternoon we usually say: 
A: Have a nice weekend. 
B: Yeah, same to you. (NOT same fer you) 


* saying goodbye 


3 Expressions for special situations 


It’s your exam today, isn’t it? 


Excuse me, could | just get past? 
Good luck. Thanks, lIl need it. 


Yes, of course. 


Sue found my wallet Oh, thank 
and my credit cards. goodness for that. 


TER. 


Bless you. 
nad Sax 
> ~ 


Language 


| hear you passed your 
exam. Congratulations. 


We use Thank goodness when we are happy that something bad did not happen. A synonym is 


Thank God (infml), but there are some people who may not like the use of this expression. We can 
use Goodness on its own to express surprise, e.g. Goodness, is it ten o'clock already? 
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69.1 


69.2 


69.3 


69.4 


69.5 


Exercises 


Find five more phrases. 


good take excuse bless  !uck you 
thank me goodness not care bad 
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Complete the dialogues. 


1 How are you? 


How's it... ? 
Nob i RB . And you? 


Have a nice weekend. 


Nobody was hurt in the accident. 
6| weW—— for that. 


D 
oror: o?r: or o?r ae 


7 A: lm fine, thanks. 
B: Good. And assess ecc ede Sarah? 


What could you say in these situations? 


1 A friend says, ‘Have a good weekend’. What do you reply? Yeah, same to you. ess 

2 You met a new business client for the first time fifteen minutes ago, and now you are leaving. What 
do yol say? eat 

3 You are on a crowded bus. It is your stop and you want to get off. What do you say to other 
passengers as you move past them? pec eda 

4 Afriend tells you they have just won some money. What do you say? s 

5 Afriend is going for a job interview this afternoon. What do you say? |... 

6 You are having a drink with friends. What do you say when you hold up your glasses to drink? 


7 Someone sneezes next to you. What do you say? 


BARERRERERERRRETRERTERETRERSTERETRREERERARTRRFERATERTEREFEEAE 


1 When you meet someone for the first time in a formal situation — , what do you say? 
2 When YOU ALE ....... earranan to someone in a formal situation, do you normally 
— hands? 
3 What do you do and say when you eee friends? 
4 Do you usually kiss friends? If so, is it On one |... Or botha ? 


5 When you say goodbye to friends, do you use informal expressions like Cheers, or Take 
? If so, what are they? 


prerrrrrrer rir tt 


Over to 


Answer the questions in Exercise 69.4 about your country. If possible, ask someone from 
a different country the same questions. 
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Prefixes: changing meaning 


With adjectives 
Prefixes, e.g. un-, dis-, im-, can be added to some adjectives to give the opposite meaning. 


happy unhappy honest [tells the truth] 


regular legal [allowed by law] illegal 


Dan used all the milk but said he didn't; he's very dishonest. 
| got eight answers right, but two were incorrect. 
It's illegal in the UK to ride a motorbike without a helmet. 


146 


Of the prefixes above, un- is the most common, and appears in a number of adjectives. 


This chair is incredibly uncomfortable. 

It was unnecessary for them to wait for us. 

Xerxes - that's a very unusual name. [different, not common or ordinary] 

| won the game; it was completely unexpected. [I didn't think I was going to win] 
Marsha's hat is unbelievable. [surprising because it is either very good or very bad] 

We tried to open the door, but we were unable to get in. [could not] 

| need to do more exercise; I’m very unfit. [not healthy and not in good condition] 

Declan played well, and I thought he was unlucky to lose. 

They're unlikely to get here before midday. [They probably won't get here before midday.] 
The test was unfair because some of the students had more time to do it than others. [If 
something is unfair, it does not treat people equally.] 


Language 


Adding a negative prefix does not usually change the pronunciation; the stress stays the same. 
She was un'lucky. It's unbe'lievable. (NOT She was 'untuels. It was 'unbelievable.) 


With verbs 


With some verbs, these prefixes can have particular meanings. 


dis- | disagree with the others. [don't agree / have the same opinion] 
[the opposite of something] The plane appeared in the sky, then it disappeared behind a cloud. 


un- | couldn't unlock the door this morning. [open the door using a key; opp lock] 
[the opposite of an action] We had to get undressed in the cold. [take off our clothes; opp get dressed] 
| unpacked the bags. [took everything out of the bags; opp pack] 


over- [too much] The bank overcharged me. [asked me to pay too much money] 


mis- | misunderstood what he said; lm afraid my English isn't very good. 
[do something incorrectly] | misheard her. | thought she said Rita, not Brita. 


The teacher has asked me to rewrite my essay. 
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TO.1 


10.2 


10.3 


10.4 


Exercises 


Write the opposite. 

1 ...4^...happy re agree 

2 dnd able B idem necessary 
3 Midas correct D auoe regular 

4 ense usual 10 pess honest 

D. ssim possible ll dte fair 

G Basan comfortable 12. sme lucky 


Which sentence on the right logically follows each sentence on the left? 


1 Shearrived home. a Sheunpacked her suitcase. 
2 Her essay was terrible. [C] b She unlocked the front door. 
3 She decided to go to bed. [| c She has disappeared. 

4 Hecalled her name. [ | d She had overcharged me. 

5 She's not here now. C] e She had to rewrite it. 

6 He thought he was right. [] f She misheard it. 

7 She got to the hotel. C] g She disagreed. 

8 After I paid, | looked at the price. [C] h She got undressed. 


Complete the dialogues so that B agrees with A using different words. You only need one 
word for each gap. 


1 Adera is a strange name. 


sereesesrrseresreeresreeereetereeetterte P 


It's Senat the law, isn't it? 
Oh yes, it’ Sassan 


You mean he took off all his clothes! 
Yes, he got completely 


He probably won't get back in time for the meeting. 
| agree. It's very 


A lot of the answers were wrong. 
Yes, I’m afraid they were nearly all 


FRRAERRERRERRRTERARRATESERSATERHRAARAT ERA 


He doesn't look in very good condition; he's a bit overweight. 
| know. He looks terribly 


Nobody thought this would happen. 
Yes, it was completely 


They never tell the truth. 
| know. They’re both 


His business always seems to lose money, and it’s not his fault. 
| know. He’s very 


E 


10 Ann always gives more attention to Sarah than she does to Lucas. 


Yes, it's very on poor Lucas. 


[9] 
Dr Ui» PYR VFR PR PÈR 


D 


These words all appear in other units of the book. Do you know how to form the opposites? 


pleasant — "pleasant — — fashionable |... 
Kind. eS oC ee eee nee reliable ga eee coe 
patient (adj) eee eee friendly ne eee 
[0 0) 2] (Sn ree nee tidy re re eM 
like ne ne ees ability rn 
COUP ee sociable — ,. 22 


English Vocabulary in Use Pre-intermediate and Intermediate 


147 


148 


Suffixes: forming nouns 


Verb + noun suffix 
Suffixes are used at the ends of words; they often tell you if a word is a noun, a verb, an 
adjective or an adverb. Two suffixes which form nouns from verbs are -ion and -ment. 


invent [produce or design something completely new] 
discuss [talk about something seriously] 

translate [change from one language to another] 
relax [rest, and feel calm and comfortable] 

improve [get better] 

govern [control the affairs of a city or country] 
manage [direct or control a business] 

develop [grow or change and become more advanced] 


His latest invention is a new board game. 
Relaxation will help you to sleep better. 
We had a discussion about politics. 


Adjective * noun suffix 


invention 
discussion 
translation 
relaxation 
improvement 
government 
management 
development 


The management has to change. 
| need money for more development. 
We need an improvement in the weather. 


The suffixes -ness and -ity often form nouns from adjectives. 


adjective 


weak (opp strong) 

happy 

ill [sick, not well] 

fit [in good condition, usually because of exercise] 
stupid (opp intelligent, clever) 

popular [liked by a lot of people] 

similar [almost the same; opp different] 

able 


What is his main weakness as a manager? 
Snowboarding is growing in popularity. 
I’m frustrated by my inability to use computers. 


-er, -or and -ist 


weakness 

happiness 

illness 

fitness 

stupidity 

popularity 
similarity 

ability (opp inability) 


Fortunately it wasn't a serious illness. 
There is a similarity between them. 
Her happiness is all that matters to me. 


These suffixes can be added to nouns or verbs. They often describe people and jobs. 


ballet dancer company director artist, e.g. Picasso 
pop singer translator economist 
professional footballer film actor scientist 


Language 


Adding a suffix to a verb, adjective or noun may change the position of the main stress, e.g. re'lax - 


relax'ation, 'stupid - stu'pidity, eco'nomics - e'conomist. 
(The ' symbol is before the syllable with the main stress.) 
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71.2 


71.3 


71.4 


Exercises 


Complete the tables and mark the stress on each word. (Stress is marked on the 
pronunciation of a word in a dictionary.) The last two in each column are not on the 
opposite page, but do you know or can you guess the noun formed from them? 


adjective | noun 


a 


verb | noun 


a NN 
Wem [oj [9m& 0 | 
w [jm | 
ewe 0| 0 [m C | 


Write down the names of the people who do these things as a job. 


sing opera music PEKA SNIEN S, a eese 

act in filMS caussa dM 

important managers in a company ........ s 
change words from one language into another 
play football, iino DER AM AD KM A 

dance ih: ballets, --—— — 

paint pictures are core 

work in science 


CONDO BWDN FE 


Complete the text using words from the box with the correct suffix and spelling. 
One word also needs a prefix. 


weak improve govern economics able manage discuss 


TTT 


SOENE to give the right kind of help for industry. He said he was now involved 
in detailed gg eee pe with ministers, bankers and 8... about a range 


of different financial measures, and he hoped the people would be able to see a big 
in the economy by the end of the year. 99 


Complete the dialogues. 


1 A: Hehasn’t been well at all, has he? 
B: No, it’s quite a serious „iess 
2 A: Arethey almost the same? 
B: Yes, CN c oed is amazing. 
3 A: Hasanyone made anything like this before? 
B: No, it's a brand-new ...... 
4 A: Is her new novel going to be published i in other languages? 
B: Yes, someone is working on a ,.................. right now. 
5 A: Does your daughter enjoy drawing too? 
B: Yes, she’s a very good oo ssesntnnene 
6 A: Javier gets tired after he’s been playing for about ten minutes. 
B: | know. If he wants to be in the team, he’llhavetoimprovehis.§ 
7 A: Do you think the organisation can still grow? 
B: Yes, | think there is an opportunity for further |... 
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Suffixes: forming adjectives 


Common suffixes that form adjectives include: -able (comfortable), -al (musical), -y (cloudy), 
-ous (famous) and -ive (attractive). 


ENEND - 


Adjectives ending -al are usually formed from nouns, and often mean 'relating to the noun; 
e.g. a musical instrument (from music), a political issue (from politics), an electrical fault 
(related to electricity), a personal opinion (the opinion of one person). 


SHICHI-GO-SAN 


Shichi-Go-San (meaning 7, 5, 3) is an ceremony 
in Japan for three-and seven-year-old girls, and 
three-and five-year-old boys. It is on November 15, but 
itis nota holiday, so people often have it on 
the nearest weekend. Seven, five and three are seen as 


important years in the growth of a child, and the numbers 
also have because odd numbers 


! a holiday for the 


(1, 3, 5, 7, 9, etc.) are lucky in Japan. This is one of the 
whole country 


special days when the older boys and girls are allowed to 7 . . 
wear clothes: a kimono for girls and hakama f they are important in 
trousers for boys. Now it is quite for children to m -— -< Japanese culture 
wear western-style clothes at this ceremony. The children Ka 3ina style that has 
visit a shrine and are then given special sweets called : continued for many 
Chitose-Ame by their parents. years 


^ usual 


-able /abl/ 


This suffix forms adjectives from nouns and verbs, and the prefix un- often forms the opposite: 
an enjoyable party [something that you enjoyed] 

a comfortable chair (opp uncomfortable) 

a suitable word or phrase [right/correct for a particular situation; opp unsuitable] 

a reliable service; reliable information [able to be trusted or believed; opp unreliable] 
fashionable clothes [popular now with many people; opp unfashionable] 

a reasonable decision or price [fair; not a bad decision or price; opp unreasonable] 

a sociable person [enjoys being with people; opp unsociable] 


Sometimes the opposite form is the more common adjective: 
an unforgettable experience [something that cannot be forgotten] 
an unbelievable story [something that is very surprising and very difficult to believe] 


© €| -ful and -less 


The suffix -ful often means ‘full of’ or ‘having the quality of the noun’, e.g. a colourful room 
has a lot of colour in it; a helpful person gives a lot of help; a peaceful place is calm and quiet. 
The opposite meaning is sometimes formed by adding the suffix -less to the noun. 

a useful machine [having a lot of uses; opp a useless machine] 

a painful injection [giving pain and being unpleasant; opp a painless injection] 

a careful driver [drives with care and attention; opp a careless driver] 


Common 


The suffix is -ful (NOT full), so useful and careful (NOT usefull or carefull). 
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Exercises 


72.1 Correct the spelling mistakes. Be careful: one word is correct. 


1 enjoiable enjoyable A peacefull .................. 7 unforgetable occ 
2. carful end odo dial 5 confortable pieces 8 reasonable „sssr 
3 relyable ..................— 6 anual essc dinde 9 unbeleivable ............................ 


72.2 Match the words on the left with the words on the right. 


1 anational a injection 

2 auseful [C] b mistake 

3 a painful [] c price 

4 fashionable [] d holiday 

5 acareless [] e man 

6 an electrical [] f bitof advice 
7 anunsociable [ ] g clothes 

8 areasonable  [ ] h fault 


12.3 Write an adjective formed from these nouns or verbs. 11-15 are not on the opposite page, 
but you can find them in the index if you don't know them. 


1 tradition faditional — 6 faMe aamesmenade aS 11 wind aet imMiUE 

2 attract eee 7 electricity... 12 danger MM ME 
3. persolti asc B politics guesses l3 CREATE: gasoni 
A ClOUG asusta ciné 9 enjoy merasa 14 emotion: sociis Ede 
5 COLO UI sao MEME 10 nation vestem ME 15 fOg sss 


72.4 Tick (7) the words which form opposites with the suffix -less. 
wonderful No (wexderless) useful beautiful 


careful painful peaceful 


72.5 Complete the sentences. 


1 You must be very .... careful — when you drive in wet weather. 

2 She told us an ..............ss story about a dog that could speak. 

3 The tourist information office was very „ses ,andtold us everything we needed to 
know. 

4 Thefestivalisan s. event, held on the first Monday in September. 


5 It was very when | hit my leg against the corner of that table. 

G This Dag IS apc caer ; it’s too small for me to put anything in it. 

7 We've never had any problems with our TV in ten years; it's been very |... 

8 Most people agreed with it, sol thinkitwasa oo decision. 

9 This 1S [USE MY sateen opinion; others may not agree. 

10 Travelling round China and the Far East was an 

11 Children perform 
years. 

12 Do you think this dress is 


Prerrrrrrirrt rir ret rrr t rit eri r 


PE ESAN AECE experience. 
dances at the ceremony, as they have done for hundreds of 


for a wedding? 


sesesresetseeeesestenseseressesetesterte 


72.6 Choose three adjectives from the opposite page which could describe these people or things. 


a jacket? essetis qM REC E rU 

al event roc E aa EESTI renee. 

a person you know: O——————————— ities J encccccevesscccccccoscescocscoscoccceses J s400000000000000000000000000000000000005 
an opiniQni oos an CER Pagus Ennio M PPP 

a OOM: NN E Tob 


NOBWN rn 
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Compound nouns 


Formation 
We form compound nouns by putting two words together (or three) to create a new idea. 
Compound nouns are very common in English. 


Ice hockey is a game of hockey played on ice. 

Public transport is transport that can be used by the public. 

A campsite is a site for camping. [a place used for a special purpose] 

A babysitter is someone who looks after young children when their parents go out. 
Income tax is money you pay to the government out of your income [the total amount of money 
you receive every year from your work and other places]. 

Your mother tongue is the first language you learn as a child. 

A travel agent is someone whose job is to make travel arrangements for you. 

A film-maker is someone who makes films for the cinema or television. 

A full stop is a punctuation mark at the end of a sentence. 

A haircut is the act of cutting someone's hair, e.g. That boy needs a haircut. 


hairdresser 


wheelchair 
toothpaste 
a 
80 

toothbrush 
chest of 
drawers 

| sunglasses 
crossroads cashpoint i traffic lights earrings 


One word or two? 

Some compound nouns are written as one word, e.g. wheelchair; a few are written with 
a hyphen, e.g. T-shirt; many are written as two words, e.g. credit card, bus stop. Use a 
dictionary to check if necessary. 


Pronunciation 
The main stress is usually on the first part, e.g. 'haircut or 'income tax, but sometimes it is on 
the second part, e.g. public 'transport, full 'stop. Use a dictionary to check if necessary. 


Forming new compounds 
One part of a compound often forms the basis for a number of compound nouns. 


airport e.g. Heathrow bus driver ID card (identity card) 
airline e.g. Lufthansa, KLM bus stop credit card 
aircraft e.g. Airbus A380 bus station birthday card 
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73.1 


13.2 


13.3 


13.4 


Exercises 


Complete the circles with compound nouns from the opposite page. 


public 


transport 


Complete the sentences. 


1 | got some money from the 445 

2 | booked our holiday through a 

3 We stayed on a very nice 
big enough. 


stern 


| sent her a 


When I’m driving | always wear 


He can’t walk at all now, so he has to use a 
but she never received it; it must have got lost in the post. 


things 
we wear 


mE 


Mtis rn 


to move around. 


Liz and Mark wanted to go out, but they couldn't find a 


if it’s very bright and sunny. 


—HÓ— for the children. 


CONDO SB 


yOu pay. 


9 | washed my hair, then discovered that the 


Which words are being defined? 


A game played on ice using sticks. 


co NOAUA AUNE 


A card you use to pay for things. 


Most people have to pay .................. 


A substance that you use to clean your teeth. 
A piece of furniture for keeping clothes in. 
Someone who plays music on the radio or at discos. 
A card with your name, photograph and information to prove who you are. 
The first language you learn as a child. 


A punctuation mark at the end of a sentence. 


mI 


PPP ROHR EROS ERNE EERE EERE HME ERE E ESE E® 


MARRRERNTERERERETRRERRATRRETERERRATERTERATERTERATEETERA ERR 


SETEATERTERERRRETRSEERERRSTEFERRATEREFEATPREREAFPETETTFTE 


Prerrrrrrirriitiiiir titi 


on their salary; the more you earn, the more 


wasn’t working. 


Make new compounds using one part of the compounds below. Answers for 1-6 are on 
the opposite page, answers for 7-12 are in other parts of the book. 


airline 


M ahis rh 


airport 

full stop 
hairdresser 
credit card 
toothpaste 
bus driver 


NOBWHN rn 


mI 


7 living room 
8 brother-in-law 
9 sunglasses 
traffic lights 
wheelchair 
film-maker 


«XRRERRATAREREATARTESEPATERSERATESERESES 


a9RRAREATARAREAPAREREARATERRORATESEPRSEA 
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Word partners 


What do we mean by word partners? 

If you want to use a word naturally, you often need to know other words that are commonly used 
with it. These are called word partners or collocations, and they can be different from language to 
language. For example: 

I spenttimein Paris. (NOTI passed time in Paris.) | missed the bus. (NOT I testthe bus.) 

We have children. (NOT We get children.) 


| made a mistake. (NOT | did a mistake.) 


It was a serious injury. (also a serious illness) Language 

It's quite likely that we'll stay here. 

[we'll probably stay here] More word partners can be found in the Cambridge 
It depends on my parents. (NOT It Learner's Dictionary for intermediate learners and 


depends ef my parents. See Unit 77.) the Cambridge Advanced Learner's Dictionary. 


Verbs and nouns 
There are many verbs and nouns that are often used together. 


Pavel told me a joke but | can't remember it. [told me a funny story] 

| need to lose weight. [become less heavy; opp put on weight] 

The doctor told my father that he should go on a diet. [eat less in order to lose weight] 
It's very difficult to predict the future. [say what will happen in the future] 

We won the game 2-1, and my brother scored the first goal. 

My neighbour's alarm went off? in the middle of the night. 

They fell in love and got married. Now Emily is expecting a baby?. 


1 
k j 
b u^ 
"d DP 
^4 


Adjectives and nouns 
Many adjectives and nouns are often used together. These are all examples where the 
meaning is ‘big’ or ‘a lot’, but where we usually use a particular adjective. 


ae 


We’ve got a large number of students/tourists this year. (opp a limited/small number) 
| will need a large amount of money. 

There’s a wide choice of food available. (opp a limited/narrow choice) 

Sergio has a wide vocabulary in English. (opp a limited vocabulary) 

It's only a toy gun but it makes a very loud noise. 

Her family is of great importance to her. 

We went to a party last night and it was great fun [very enjoyable; we enjoyed it a lot]. 
There was heavy traffic on the motorway going out of town. (opp light traffic) 


Adverbs and adjectives 
The adverbs in the first three sentences mean very, the adverbs in the last sentence mean 
fully| completely. In each case, the adverbs and adjectives are common word partners. 


lm terribly sorry |’m late. 

She's well aware of the problem. [She knows all about the problem.] 
It's vitally important that we get the right person for the job. 

Ava is fast asleep, but the other two are still wide awake. 
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Exercises 


74.1 Correct the mistakes. 


Why does she de so many mistakes?  ..... mR 

My sister got a baby last month. sss 

lm sorry I'm late; I lost the DUS. — e 

There was an accident and Tommy has a grave head injury... 
| don't know if | can come - it depends of the weather. — 

We passed three days in Amsterdam. |... 

| wouldn't like to try and say the future... 

My sister is waiting for a baby next month. 
Axel said me a very funny joke... 
She gave us a big amount of money. 


m 


RERERETERERFATERERRATESEEHRPESEEH EPIFT. 


O ONDA 01 BW N 


m 
[e») 


14.2 Complete the text. 


My mum went to see the doctor, and he told herto go on a! . | think she 
knows that she needs to ? weight, but she's not happy about giving up 
chocolate. Anyway, | told her it's? important that she keeps to the diet, 


because if she ^ any more weight, it's quite ? that she'll 
end up with a more ° illness. Fortunately, | think she's 
i aware of that. 


74.3 Replace big or little with a more suitable adjective. 


You won't need a big amount of money. AYE sss 

Why are they making such a big noise? sses 

l've got quite a big vocabulary in French. — ess 

There is only a little choice of things we can buy. — 
We had a very big number of tourists this year. 
| think the event had big importance for her. 
Isabel only has a little vocabulary in English. 


RRARRRRREARRRRRARREERATERIHRRETEATERERIA. 


NOoOonBWN FE 


AtRA REE R AOR TEESE REE AT ROE OR EERE RHEE 


74.4 Complete the sentences and dialogues. 


1 A: Why were they late? B: They got stuck in ,.... PEAVY MN traffic. 

2 When | went into her bedroom, she was e. asleep 

3 A: Did you enjoy last night? B: Yes, IC Was adc M reas fun. 

4 Imet Sasha in town. She toldmeshe’s. a baby in June. Isn't that 
fantastic news? 

5 A: We won 1-0. Be MIO. rr the goal? 

6 Mathis. coe me a joke, but I'm afraid | didn't understand it. 

7 A: Are the boys asleep? B: NOs they're StU ess aser riens awake. 

8 My neighbour's burglar alarm... at 2 o'clock this morning and woke 
me up. 

9 A: Whyisshestayingin Paris? B: She... in love with a French guy. 

10. PEU ac eset ce sorry, but I’ve lost your book - I'll buy you a new one. 


74.5 Over to 


Look at the verbs and nouns in section B, and the adjectives and nouns in section C on the 


opposite page. Are they the same in your language? If possible, compare with someone 
else who speaks your language. 
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Fixed phrases 


What are fixed phrases? 

There are many groups of words which you need to learn as complete phrases, because they 
often have a meaning which is different from the words on their own. Many of these are called 
idioms. 


They arrived out of the blue [! didn't know they were coming; it was unexpected]. 
Does the name Merchant ring a bell [sound familiar]? 
You'll have to make up your mind soon. [make a decision] 


Some fixed phrases are easier to understand, but the same idea may be expressed in a 
different way in your language. 


| think we'll have to get rid of some of this furniture. 
[remove it, e.g. sell it, throw it away, give it away, etc.] 

lm afraid | can't talk to you now; I’m (just) about to 
leave. [I am going to leave very soon] 

| don't know what Martin said, but Natalie burst into 
tears [suddenly started crying]. She was very upset. 
Everyone was there apart from Yasmine. 

[not including Yasmine; syn except for] 


Time phrases 

He's leaving in four days’ time [four days from now; also in three weeks’/six months'/two 

years' time, etc.]. 

| got here the week before last [during the week/month, etc. before the previous one]. 

The course is fine so far [up until now]. 

| rang our local doctor and fortunately she was able to come at once [now, immediately; 

syns right away / straight away]. 

He's so busy at work; he comes home late night after night [every night; also day after day, etc.]. 


Pairs of words 
A number of fixed phrases consist of two words, usually joined by and, and sometimes or. 


| go to the theatre now and again [occasionally; syns now and then]. 

Andy had one or two [a few] suggestions. 

l've got a house in the country, and | like to go there whenever possible for a bit of peace and quiet 
[a calm situation without noise]. 

l've been up and down the street, but | can't find their house. [first in one direction, then the other] 
l've been to Paris once or twice [a few times]. 

PI finish this report sooner or later [I don't know when, but I'll finish it]. 


Introducing advice, opinions, etc. 
Many fixed phrases are used to introduce advice, an opinion, an example, etc. 


If | were you [in your situation], l'd accept the job they offered you. 

In general [usually, or in most situations; syn on the whole] the summers are quite warm in this 
part of the country. 

There were lots of questions. For instance [for example], how much will it cost? 

lm sure you'll have a great holiday. By the way, what time does the train leave? (used to 
introduce a new subject to the conversation) 

To be honest, | didn't like her boyfriend very much. (used to say what you really think) 
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Exercises 


75.1  Usingallthe words in the square, find eight more phrases. 


SOONER AND RIGHT 
NOW TWO LATER 

PEACE AFTER 
ONE AWAY AGAIN 


QUIET OR DOWN 


RERRRTARTRRSERRRERTESERATRRSERATARTRSERERRRERATATEGATATESERSTRRESS 


rrrrrrrririiriritiriritr tit 


Prrrrrrrrririirrrritiitti irr 


75.2 Complete the sentences with one word, then underline the full fixed phrase in each sentence. 


1 She’s been working on that essay night after... tight — —— : 
2 I’m arranging everything for next week. By the... , Is your sister coming 
this evening? 
3 My parents always turn up at my flat out of the „sss : 
4 Some people enjoyed the book, but to be... , | thought it was boring. 
5 l'dlike to get. sc ces of these CDs because I don't listen to them any more. 
M, — , people are much happier when they have jobs that they enjoy. 
7 | don’t know what to do at the moment but I’ll have to make up MY .......... soon. 
8 It’s a flexible ticket. For... , you can use it during the week or at weekends. 
9 Can I ring you later? PM just... to have lunch. 
10: TT emer eens eee you, I'd get a new dictionary. 


75.3 Complete the fixed phrase in each dialogue. 


1 A: Do you go there much? 7 A: Have you been there often? 
B: Now. Andaga s. BE ONC PARFUM 
2 A: Have you had any ideas? 8 A: Do you need me there now? 
B: Yeah. Ong, M RN B: Yes. Could you come at spicata 4 
3 A: Was she very upset? 9 A: When are you going back? 
B: Yes. She DUS peso mee , B: In two weeks’ mecs ces ; 
4 A: You arrived ten days ago? 10 A: How's the course? 
B: Yeah, the week... eee. D: IES BOG SO castes 
5 A: Should accept the job? 11 A: Ispoke to Chris Myler. Do you know him? 
B: Yes, | would if... B: No, the name doesn't ring |... 
6 A: Will they get here? 12 A: Have you done all the housework? 
B: Yeah,sooner, e ee hh Br Yes,apartau a svasinio RR the washing. 


75.4 Here are more idioms. Can you underline one in each sentence, and guess what it means? 


lve been in the job a few days, but | already feeLat home. {eel comfortable and relaxed ——— sss 
l've just bought these shoes and they cost a fortune. 

Could you keep an eye on my bag for me? 
The answer's on the tip of my tongue. 
Weéhada nightonthe town last nIBDU. | oit en Eit cU S REDI RD MD ME RC Ed 
| could do with a new computer; mine's quite old now. 


NOBWDN rn 
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Fixed phrases in conversation 


Common responses 
A large number of fixed phrases are used as common responses in everyday conversation. 


A: What time did he get here? B: ve no idea. [I don't know] 

A: Are you going tonight? B: That depends. [used to say you are not sure because 
other things affect your answer; also It depends] 

A: Shall we go out tonight? B: Yeah, why not [Ok]? 

A: Did you like the film? B: Not really. [used to say no but not strongly] 

A: l'm going to Sweden next week. B: Really. What for? [why?] 

A: Can | borrow your car? B: No way. [that's impossible; infml; syn no chance] 

A: They're coming tonight, aren't they? B: I suppose so. [used to say yes but not strongly] 

A: Jason has grown a beard. B: | know. I couldn't believe my eyes! [I was very 
surprised when I saw it] 

A: We have to work tonight. B: You must be joking. 

A: Eli got top marks. B: I don't believe it! [used to express great surprise] 


Language 


We can use you must be joking (syns you’re joking/kidding) when someone has just said 
something that is a surprise. It may be an unpleasant surprise (as above), or a nice surprise, e.g. 
A: My father said he would pay for all of us to go on holiday. 

B: You're kidding. Fantastic! 


iB In conversation 


Notice how fixed phrases can form an important part of an everyday conversation. 


A: | had to have a word with Vince and Milan today. [speak to them without others listening] 

B: Oh yeah? Are they causing trouble again? 

A: Well, you know, [used to fill a pause in conversation] they just 
keep talking to each other, and they don't pay attention 
[listen] - that sort of thing. 

: Why don't you make them sit in different places? 

: Itried that, but they still talked to each other. 

: Well, in that case [because of the situation described], you'll 
have to move one of them. 

A: Maybe, but I'd feel bad about that [be unhappy about]. 
They're quite nice boys, you know, they just can't help it 
[can't control some actions or behaviour]. 

B: Sure ... but you can't let that kind of thing continue. 

A: No, you're right. But l've given them a final warning today, 
so let's wait and see what happens. [wait to discover what will happen] 

B: OK. But what if they don't improve? [what will you do if they don't improve?] 

A: Ithinkit'll be OK. 

B: Well, if you change your mind [change your decision], come and see me again, and I'll 
arrange for one of them to be moved to another class. 


UJ > UJ 


Language 


We use sort/kind in several common phrases in informal speech. 
(and) that sort/kind of thing [examples of that type] 


e.g. | grow onions and carrots - that sort/kind of thing. 
sort/kind of [approximately/more or less] e.g. Her new top is 
sort of blue; | thought he was kind of strange. 
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76.1 


76.2 


76.3 


16.4 


Exercises 


Put the responses in the most suitable column below. 


noway notreally Isupposeso why not 
you're kidding — thatdepends I don’t believe it 


positive | negative | not sure or either 


no WAy 


Choose the correct word. Sometimes both are correct. 


| need to have {wordy speak with Catalina. 


1 
2 | don’t know what they plan to do; we'll have to wait and see / watch. 
3 He usually wears jeans, trainers, and that sort / kind of thing. 

4 Little children shout and scream all the time; they can't help / leave it. 
5 A:| went to Cambridge last week. B: Really? What / Why for? 

6 The trouble with Mark is that he doesn't pay / give attention. 

7 A: Are you working tonight? B: /t/ That depends. 


Complete the dialogues with a suitable fixed phrase. 


1 A: Did you hear that Daniel's getting married? 
B: Yeah. dont believe iH n 
2 A: Sofia doesn't listen. 
B: No. She never a et MEM MED RD OI 
3 A: Did you speak to Nathalie? 
B: Yes, ——— 
4 A: Dad wasn’t happy about forgetting ay d 
B: No, he fellumeo et IEEE: 
5 A: Do you know what time he'll be here? 
B: No, I'm afrald l'Vesussusiusdtuddcmidadte dE di kE dia ; 
6 A: Are you still planning to sell the flat? 
B: No, lVe ———— — UT . l'm going to keep it now. 


Where could you add the phrases in the box to the dialogues below? 


yeuknew |couldn't believe myeyes kindof in that case 
thatsortofthing you mustbejoking why not 


1 A: What did you say to him? 
B: Well, y it was quite difficult. you know 
2 A: What colour was it? 
B: Blue. 
3 A: He's not coming this evening, so you won't be able to ask him. 
B: Well, I'll phone him and ask him. 
4 A: Jerry says we'll have to walk all the way to the campsite. 
B: That's ten miles! 
5 A: Doyou want to get a takeaway? 
B: Yeah. 
6 A: What do they sell? 
B: Oh, burgers, pizzas, ... 
7 A: Did you see Chloe wearing those high-heeled shoes? 
B: Yes. 
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Verb or adjective * preposition 


Verb + preposition 
Pay special attention to prepositions that are different in your language. 


Paul doesn’t like the manager's decision and | agree with him. [have the same opinion as] 
Don't worry about your exam. [be nervous about] 

His teachers were satisfied with his progress. [pleased with] 

Many people spend a lot of money on clothes. 

lm thinking of going to China. [it's my plan to go] (used in the continuous form) 

This land belongs to the company. [it is the company's land] 

| translated the letter into French. [changed from one language into another] 

She complained to the manager about the food. [said she wasn't happy/satisfied with] 
| can't concentrate on [think about] my work when the radio is playing. 

We can rely on this photocopier. [trust it; it will not go wrong] 

| may go but it depends on the weather. [used to say you are not sure about something] 


Language 


Depend (on) has other meanings: 

Martha depends on her son for money. [she needs his money] 

We can depend on the others for support. [we can trust the others to support us] 

Remember: it depends on something or someone (NOT it depends ef something or someone) 


Prepositions that change the meaning 


B i 


She shouted to me. [spoke in a loud He shouted at me. [spoke in a loud voice 
voice to be heard] because he was angry] 
e ys 
9 
ef " A 5 
e X - 
cd = 
He threw the ball to me. [for me to catch it] He threw the ball at me. [in order to hit me] 


Adjective + preposition 

I’ve never been very good at maths. (opp bad at) 

She’s afraid of flying. [frightened of] 

The neighbours are fond of the children. [like] 

She’s similar to her sister [the same as her in some ways], but very different from her brother. 
He’s very interested in photography. 

| think she’s aware of the problem. [knows about] 

I’m tired of people telling me what to do. [bored or a bit angry about] 
Katya is mad about Brad Pitt. [likes him very much; infml] 

We're short of coffee at the moment. [we don't have much] 

There's something wrong with this TV. [the TV is not working correctly] 


English Vocabulary in Use Pre-intermediate and Intermediate 


Exercises 


77.1 Match the sentence beginnings on the left with the best endings on the right. 


1 He'stired a me,butit missed. 

2 Shewasn't aware [] b tothe manager. 

3 Hethrew the pen to L] c ofworking at weekends. 

4 Shecomplained [] d hisfriend on the other side of the lake. 

5 Heshouted at [C] e me, but! dropped it. 

6 He shouted to [ f with them. 

7 He threw the book at [C] g usto get out of his garden. 

8 I don't agree C] h of her mistakes. 

77.2 Complete the questions with the correct preposition, then write an answer for each one. 

1 A: Whatis she worried „2804 0 ? B: Her EKAMS, ss 
2 A: What subjects is she good ....................... ? D, audiit DM ME 
3 A: Who does this belong ....................... ? B osea D Ri MAE 
4 A: What does he spend all his money ...................... ? ; An 
5 A: What are you afraid „sssr ? |: GM Le ors RS Ree es 
6 A: What kind of films are you interested s. ? Bi nd 
7 A: What does the decision depend „sssrin ?  — Ó ——Ó 
8 A: I know he’s angry, but who's he shouting sss ? P anms dM 
9 A: Who can We rely eias f  -——— AT 

10 A: What language is the book being translated e. i B: eed 


77.3 Complete the dialogues. 


1 A: Are you going to the exhibition? 6 A: Did you like the course? 

B: Yes, I’m very, "tferested. in art. B: No, | wasn't very satisfied „u.e. it. 
2 A: ISShi gasss to her sister? 7 A: What's the matter? 

B: No, they're completely different. B: cant one. on this with the TV on. 
3 A: What did she s about? 8 A: It's a big problem. 

B: She wasn't happy with the food. B: Yes, but we're ........ ofthat 
4 A: Angelis very good-looking. 9 A Were a DIU casesmbdndh of milk 

B: That's why PM oo... about him! B: OK.l'll buy some when | go out. 
5 A: WIGS esse tO: with the radio? 10 A: Do Max's children have jobs? 

B: | don't know, but it’s not working. B: No, they still .................... on their parents. 


77.4  Doyou know which preposition follows the words below? They are all in this book. If you 
don't know, use the index to help you. A good dictionary will tell you if a verb or adjective 
is usually followed by a special preposition. 


keen succeed apply 


Pr 0 0S ST CST ORUM! TTT | el be ei MEIOTIC ris 


7.5 


Complete the sentences about yourself. If possible, compare your answers with someone else. 


1 lm not very good 
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162 


By, on or in * noun 

| took his pen by mistake [I thought it was my pen]. 
These shoes are made by hand [not using a machine]. 
| met them by chance [it wasn't planned; it was luck]. 


o» 
VN 
d 


(4 A 


He broke the plate by accident [he did He broke the plate on purpose 
not want or plan to do it]. [he wanted to do it; it was his intention]. 


My boss is on the phone at the moment. [using the phone] 

The workers are on strike [they refuse to work because of a problem over pay, hours, etc.]. 
The books were on display in the window. [in the window for people to look at] 

Part of the building was on fire [burning]. 

Most of the passengers are now on board [on the train, boat, plane, etc.]. 

Why are they always in a hurry [needing to do something or go somewhere very quickly]? 
| explained everything in detail [including all the important information]. 

She won't make that mistake again in future. 

The poor little girl was in tears [crying]. 


Phrases easily confused 
Sometimes two prepositions can be used with the same noun, but the meaning is different. 


Lessons begin at 8.30 and the students are usually here on time [at 8.30]. 
If we hurry, we'll be there in time [before the time we need to be there]. 


We were tired of waiting, so in the end we went home. [finally, after a lot of time or thought] 
At the end of the book they get married. [in the last part] 


To be successful in business it's important to get on well with people. [working as businesspeople] 
They're both in Germany on business [they are there for work, not a holiday]. 


I’m afraid this book's a bit out-of-date [old and not useful, or not correct in its information]. 
| try to keep up-to-date with all the changes. [knowing all the most recent ideas and information] 


lIl see you in a moment [not now, but very soon; syn in a minute]. 
| can't speak to you at the moment [now; syn right now]. 


Common 


lm busy at the moment. (NOT I’m busy in-this moment.) 
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78.2 


78.3 


78.4 


Exercises 


Put the nouns into the correct columns. 


beard hand accident display detail 
fire future mistake tears strike 


Choose the correct word to complete the sentences. 


co-40» 01» UNBE 


I’m afraid | deleted your email on / in / by &ccident. 

Did she hit him on / by / in purpose? 

| just saw them with / by / on chance. 

Most of these files are out-of- / out-from- / out-for- date. 
My wife is away in / on / by business at the moment. 

I'm afraid I’m busy on / in / at the moment. 

l've got to go; I'm in/on / at a hurry. 

| won't go there again on / in / at future. 


Complete the missing noun in these prepositional phrases. 


OANA UO BW DN 


9 
10 
11 
12 


| saw smoke coming out of the window, and | realised the house was on ........ ftre ENTIS a erin : 


Nobody is at the factory. The workers are all on „sses ; 

These chocolates are expensive because they are all made DY „sssr . 
I’m just going to the shop but I'll be back in a ees 

I’m sure she broke that vase on... ; she never liked it. 

lm sorry | can't stop to talk now - PM in a eee 

She never thanked me for the present, so | won't buy her another one in 
You can't trust things you read on the Internet; a lot of the information there is 

| told them everything they wanted to know. | explained it all in oo csccsccssccseesseeesee 
| went to the exhibition, and some of Katya's paintings were on .............. ss 
The manager can't speak to you at the ; Pm afraid she's on the .. 


s*sasesatsasassesassasesensessesseonsesa J 7000 MIL EEN NNN NES ssssssesssssossseesse * 


It was a terrible journey but we got there in the 


Replace the underlined word(s) with a prepositional phrase. 


1 


The meeting was planned for 11 am and we gotthereatllam. .... On CME ss 
Did you get to the cinema before the film Started? e. 

Most of the factory Is burning. cscs 

| had great difficulty finding the camera | wanted, so finally | bought one on the Internet. 


He gets killed in the last scene of the film. 
lm afraid I’m very busy right now... ees. 

| saw her yesterday but we didn’t plan to meet. oo csmnnunnensene 
I'm writing an email, but I'll be with you Very SOOM. eese 


Most of these books are old and the information is wrong... 
| explained the system with all the important information. 


SERRETRASEREETESERETESETESEESETIETEFITHEISTEHAHESTRA 
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Phrasal verbs 1: form and meaning 


Formation 
A phrasal verb is a verb * adverb or preposition, and sometimes a verb * adverb and preposition. 


He fell over [fell to the ground] and hurt his knee. 

l'Il try to find out [learn/discover] the quickest way to get there. 

He didn't like his coat, so he gave it away [gave itto someone for no money]. 

If you don't understand the meaning, look it up [find the meaning in a book/dictionary]. 
Who's going to sort out the problem? [deal with it successfully; solve it] 

He doesn't get on with [have a good relationship with] his parents. (verb + adv. + prep.) 


Meaning 

The adverb or preposition does not always change the meaning of the verb, and is not always used. 
| didn't wake (up) until 7 o'clock. She's saving (up) for a new computer. 

Hurry (up) or we'll be late. | went to lie (down) on the bed. 


Sometimes an adverb adds a particular meaning to the verb. For example, back can 
mean return. 

| bought this jacket yesterday, but I’m going to take it back to the shop; it’s too small. 
You can look at the books, but remember to put them back on the shelf. 

They liked Greece so much they want to go back next year. 


Often, the adverb or preposition changes the meaning of the verb: give up doesn’t mean the 
same as give, and carry on doesn’t mean the same as carry. 

My wife has decided to give up [stop] smoking. 

We'll take a short break and then carry on [continue] with the meeting. 

The shops are going to put up [increase] the price of bread. 

When the hotel gets busy, we have to take on [employ] more staff . 


Multiple meanings 
Many phrasal verbs have more than one meaning. 


go away 
| was busy, so | told him to go away [leave]. 
We try to go away in August. [go on holiday] 


Pick something /someone up 
| picked up most of the rubbish. [lifted it from the floor] 
I’m going to pick Jane up at the station. [collect someone, usually in a car] 


Put something on 

Could you put the light on [make a piece of equipment work by pressing 
a switch; syn switch sth on]? 

| put on my best suit. [put clothes on your body] 
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79.2 


19.3 


19.4 


Exercises 


Choose the correct adverb or preposition to complete the sentence. 


CONDO 2» 00 N20 FE 


| can't see. Could you put the light ..................... ? 
If he doesn’t want it, he can give it .............s , 
Have they sorted it ........................— ? 


It was broken, so | had to take it ccc ; 
| went to the airport to pick her 


Adee ER EREE RR ER EER OE ERT ERE HERS OREE REESE & 


What time did you wake ............ ? 
| get married next year. | need to start saving „sssr 
Could you switch the TV Lacan ? 


ain c out 


a out baway cup 
a out bover cup 
a over b on c back 
aup bdown cover 
a to b up c for 
a out b on cup 
adown bon cin 


Replace the underlined word(s) with a phrasal verb that keeps a similar meaning. 


O MON AO BWYN FE 


DE 


l'd like to return next year. — sss 

We collected Mia from the station. |... 
We'll have to increase the price this year. 
l've decided to stop eating chocolate. 
Is Hana going to continue with her English course? 
| told them to leave. ue essei map EÉtin 


| have a good relationship with my parents. 
We are planning to employ ten new drivers next year. 


Look at the dictionary entry for go off and match 
the meanings with the sentences below. 


(D C0 o0 9 


When the light goes off, the machine has finished. „5... 
My alarm clock went off early this morning. 

| think this meat has gone off. ........ 

The bomb went off without any warning. ........ 

Beatriz went off early; she had to meet a friend. ........ 


etm 


Complete the dialogues. 


1 


Can you afford that bike? 
No, I'll have to 


Is there still a problem? 
Don't worry. PI it 


Can we look at some books? 
Yes, but 


Did you feel unwell? 
Yes, lhad CO quidni 


What’s the matter? 
| and cut my knee. 


WERRRRRERRRRATRSTERATESRRRERARERRSERATENS 5 — — Saa TIATERESSRRTATEEN 


| don't know what this means. 
Well, it 


in a dictionary. 


Does he look smart? 
Yes. He's his suit. 


sastssasssstosqesasanessssosesesensesucuss 


OK, l'm coming. 


wor WWE GE um wa cm 


TTT 


errrrrT 


FARRRERRERRATERERRARET ERE FRA a. 


go off 


1 Leave, 


to leave a place and go somewhere 
else 
She's gone off to the cafe with Tony. 


2 | Food| UK informal 


If food goes off it is not good to eat 
anymore because it is too old. 


3 Stop 
If a light or machine goes off, it stops 
working. 
The heating goes off at 10 o’clock. 


PY Explode 


If a bomb or gun goes off, it explodes 
or fires. 


5 Make noise 


If something that makes a noise goes 
off, it suddenly starts making a noise. 
His car alarm goes off every time it 
rains. 
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Phrasal verbs 2: grammar and style 


Phrasal verbs with no object 

Some phrasal verbs don't have an object. We cannot put other words between the parts 
of the verb. 

When does your train get in [arrive]? 

Hold on [wait a moment], | just need to get my coat. 

The car broke down on my way to work. [stopped working] 

I'll call for them at 8 o'clock. [go to collect them] 

We set off [started the journey] about 7.30. 


BEER Phrasal verbs with an object 


Many phrasal verbs need an object. We can usually put the object in different positions. 


Put on your shoes. Turn on the TV. Take off your coat. 

Put your shoes on. Turn the TV on. Take your coat off. 

These are separable phrasal verbs, but if the C 

object is a long phrase, it usually goes at the end, SUL 

e.g. | turned off the lights in the living room. If the Put them on. (NOT Put enthem.); Take it 
object is a pronoun, it must go off. (NOT Take efit.) 


in the middle, e.g. Turn it off. 


There are some phrasal verbs where the object must come after the phrasal verb. 
| will look after the children for you. [take care of them] 
How did the two men break into the shop? [enter the shop using force, e.g. breaking a window] 


— Oc In dictionaries 


Dictionaries usually show the grammar of a phrasal verb like this: 


No object hang around 


(also UK hang about) 
to spend time somewhere, usually without doing very much: 
There's nowhere for teenagers to go, so they just hang around on street corners. 


hand sth out 


to give something to all the people in a group: 
A girl was handing out leafl ets at the station. 


Not separable get over sth 


(the object must to begin to feel better after being unhappy or ill: 


come after the It took her months to get over the shock of Richard leaving. 
phrasal verb) 


END sv: 


Phrasal verbs are commonly used in spoken and written English. Many phrasal verbs are quite 
informal, and sometimes there is a single word with the same meaning as a phrasal verb, which 
sounds more formal. We use this word instead of the phrasal verb in more formal situations. 


leave sb/sth out [not include sb/sth; syn omit], e.g. He made a list of people but left me out. 

make sth up [create sth from your imagination; syn invent], e.g. We had to make up a story. 

put sth off [put sth back to a later date; syn postpone], e.g. They put the game off till Friday. 

turn sth/sb down [refuse an off er or request; syn reject], e.g. | off ered her a job but she turned it down. 
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80.1 


80.2 


80.3 


80.4 


80.5 


Exercises 


Correct any mistakes with word order in the sentences. Be careful: some are correct. 


She asked me to hand eutthem. Aand them out 
lve got some boots but I'll put on them later. 
Could you turn the light on? 

My boots were tight and | couldn't take off them. 
We set off very early this morning. 

Why did they turn down it? 

The boys were hanging the station around. 


-4oU1 4» Q0 N20 HF 


Replace the underlined word with a phrasal verb that makes the sentence more informal. 


Could you wait a minute, please? „Aod on n 

As so many people are ill, l've had to postpone the meeting till next week. 
The teacher told us to invent a story to go with the picture in our books. 
They omitted a number of the names from my list. — ees 

| don't know why he rejected my offer of help. sss 


The train should arrive by ten o'clock... 


NO BBWN FE 


Write a sentence to describe what is happening or what has happened in the pictures. 


(1 


RSRRRARRETERTERERERATERESERERAETESESERHATETEMTEMAETETEATAHEMMAMATEHER 00 07 700 SHRASRRTESTRRYERTREERTETETESEREERETESERTEHAETEAPA ETATEM T 


Meth 


He told me he was 25, but don't believe him. I think he’s making that 
We'll get there by seven if we set now. 


fhssasasessasasssesssasecasasesesesseees 


I'll call you a bit later. | should be at your house by 7 o'clock. 


sesssessssssesssssesssesesssesssssesssse 


They offered him the job but he turned it 


E 


o0» 02h nm 


Complete these sentences in a suitable way. 


DPI 


Inma is still getting over „sssr 
I’m not very good at making up 
She asked me to turn on 


RSRAERERERREERHSTAERERRYERARESREEARAEFRSHRSERAFRRATATEAVEHTAMPREHA FEET 


RETATEREERTESERETERTERSTEETEREREEESTMETETETATATEFTEMEVETPREMIHTES 


NOBWN FE 


TITTI TTT titties 
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Make, do and take: uses and phrases 


Things we make, do and take 


Common 


We use all three of these common verbs with particular nouns. These word partners 
(collocations) are often different in other languages, so lookatthem carefully. 


lve made a mistake. I'm afraid | haven't done my homework. 

She took a photo of me this morning. | haven't done the housework yet. 

They made a big effort to finish the work. The children are making too much noise. 
Sometimes two different verbs are possible. 

I’m just going to take/have a shower. lm doing/taking a Spanish course next month. 
Take/Have a look at these pictures. I don't do/take much exercise. 


We must make/take a decision. 


Make 
Make can mean 'to cause something to happen or cause a particular state'. 
| like Boris - he makes me laugh. 
It made them angry when Karen refused to help with the washing-up. 
Make can also mean 'to force someone to do something: 
My parents made me do my homework when | was a child. 
The police made us wait outside the main gates. 
If you make friends with someone, you get to know them and like them. 
| made friends with a couple of guys from Canada when | was on holiday. 
If you make up your mind, you decide something. 
He's made up his mind to leave work at the end of next month. 


Do 


We use do to describe a general action when we don't know what it is, or there's no noun. 
What shall we do this afternoon? 
Don't just stand there, do something. 


If you do your hair / make-up, you make it look nice. 
lIl just do my hair, then we can go out. 


If you do your best, you try as hard as possible. 
I’m not a good student, but | always do my best. 


Take 


Take can mean to: 


e remove something from a place/person, e.g. | took the key out of my pocket. 

e remove something without permission, e.g. Someone has taken my pen. 

* accept something, e.g. Did he take the job they offered him? Do they take credit 
cards there? 


e write something down, e.g. | took notes during the meeting. The man took my name 
and address. 
e wear a particular size in clothes, e.g. | take size 43 shoes. 


If you take it / things easy, you relax and don't do very much. 
lIl take things easy today. 


If you take a break, you stop work and rest for a short period. 
Let's take a ten-minute break. 
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81.3 


81.4 


81.5 


Exercises 


Choose the correct verb(s). Sometimes both are correct. 


1 Did he do (makè many mistakes? 5 Could you take / have a look at this letter? 
2 Icouldn't do/ make the homework. 6 How many photos did they make / take? 
3 We must take / make a decision soon. 7 |don't often make / do the housework. 

4 | want to do / make a course in English. 8 They did / made a lot of noise at the party. 


What are the people doing in the pictures? 


Replace the underlined word or phrase with a phrase including the verb in capitals. 
Keep a similar meaning. 
| clean the flat at the weekend. po | do the housework at the weekend. 


rere eer 


They forced us to-go. make er m pet 


mitryingashardaspossible. bo 00g a a ipi RES 
OK, let's stop work and relax for a Dit. TAKE — «| ^ ttt ttti tttus 


He is definitely trying. MAKE — — ^ —/ stitit ttc 
When are they going to decide? wake  — .— sas E D E 
lm going to relax and do nothing this weekend. TAKE —_sssecsssosesseouneeesevnsneensesonecesnsnseeeevnneresesensestonseeneneeventents 


NoonBWN HL 


Complete the sentences. 
Someone £e my coat. It was here a minute ago and now it's gone. 


MRRARRERRERATERPEMATESERATEFETEMAPATEM ERA 


lm tired of writing this report. I'm going to a break for ten minutes. 


DD 


We friends with Andrés when we were in the same class last year. 


VC — nothing today. 

If they offered him a job with more money, why didn't he... it? 

Could you take a... at my essay? I think there are lots of mistakes in it. 
When he shouted out the wrong answer, it him look stupid. 
What size do you... eee ees ? 


I’m putting on weight becauseldon't,. ccsccsssssssneneseee enough exercise. 
up my mind. I’m going to go to Thailand for my holiday. 


m 


sssssssssersesssssssssesssesssssesssesst 


WO ONAN BPW DN 


m 
oO 
= 
(D 


mn 


Over to 


Answer the questions. If possible, ask someone else the same questions. 


1 What things make you happy, make you sad, and make you angry? 


2 What things do your parents, or your boss, or your teachers make you do (or made you do in 
the past)? 
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AL 


We can use give when someone or something causes a certain effect. 
All that noise has given me a headache. 
The walk this morning gave me an appetite [made me hungry]. 
Listening to Wai Sin has given me an idea. 


We often use give with different nouns to express an action. 
He gave me some advice [advised me]. 
Valentina gave us a shock when she shouted like that. [shocked us] 
| had to give a speech at the wedding. [talk formally to a group of people; also give a lecture] 
lIl give her a ring [ring/phone her]. 
| had lots of work to do, but fortunately Ollie gave me a hand [helped me]. 


She gave me a hug. He gave the car a push. 


ENND «o 
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Keep can mean to stay or cause someone to stay in a particular state or condition. 
Keep right [stay on the right side]. She asked us to keep quiet. 
This coat will keep you warm. Going to the gym keeps me fit. 


Keep (on) doing something means to repeat doing something, and often it is something you 
don't want to do or happen. 

| keep losing my glasses. | keep getting backache. 

She keeps on interrupting me. [talks to me / disturbs me when I am doing something] 


If you keep in touch, you continue to communicate with someone, especially by phone or email. 
| met Mara on holiday and we've kept in touch ever since. 

If you keep a secret, you don’t tell other people something that you know. 
Tom told me not to tell anyone about his new job, but I’m not very good at keeping a secret. 

If you keep something up, you continue doing something at a high level. 
You're working hard and your English is improving. That's good - keep it up. 


Miss 
If you miss a person, you feel sad because that person is not there. 
When | went to work in Hungary, | really missed my girlfriend. 
If you miss what someone says, you don’t hear it. 
I'm sorry, | missed that. What did you say? 
If you miss a chance / opportunity, you don’t use an opportunity to do something. 
Lily’s been chosen for the team, but now she’s injured, she might miss her chance to play. 
If you miss something, you manage to avoid it or not experience it. 
| left home early in order to miss the rush hour. 
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Exercises 


82.1 Match each verb with three phrases on the right. 


give A speech in touch 


Rn RE AATE a-speech 
SERRE DeC RR dla Ric A Adi. an opportunity 
on doing something 


MISS. - ——————" zomecnen hug 
——— ue: diperson 
— À—ÓÀ MEGA NT 
dll ——————— what someone says 
"———'"" M I a secret 


RERTRFRARRRERRARETERERATVESERTARAETESERERAUERTEFETESERERETERATETET 


82.2 Complete the sentences with a suitable adjective or -ing form. 


1 I never drink coffee at night; it keeps me „AWARE n 

2 This umbrella should keep you Ọs 

3 | don't know why she keeps ............... zi wasn't a very funny story. 

4 If you do lots of exercise, it'll keep you .........s 

5 It’s really stupid, but | keep ............ to lock the dövrs and windows when I go out. 
6 They're making a lot of noise in there. Could you tell them to keep ............... ? 

7 | know his name is Stuart, but | keep .............. it's Stephen. 

8 IKeepsiscaisdu dM. up early in the morning because it's so light in my bedroom. 


82.3 Complete the dialogues using a verb * noun. Don't repeat the underlined phrases. 


1 He's sad without Harper. 
I know. He misses her 


2 


sasesstosessssssssssssesssesescssssssesn | TNE C sppsssserseosssesersesesttesesttssosstss 


Yes, H © —— hera big 
Have you stayed in contact with your old school friends all this time? 

Yes, l've tried to... a eer NUN as much as possible. 
Could anyone help me with this? 


Yeah, I'll youa 


ETTI 


It's his own fault. He had a chance to go and he didn’ t take it. 
| know. He his 


| expect you’re hungry after all that work. 
Yes, it’s mean 


COTTET 


pS 
ee ee ee a ee a 


82.4 Complete the sentences with the correct verb and a word from the box. 


sheck fun headaches secret push up dog idea rushhour 


1 She gave me a shock when she broke that window. 


2 If we leave the party early, we'll all the 


3 The guys are Mods really hard, but | don't know if they can 


FAFRETRSEREERRATRRTERARERTERETEMA ER ETATE 


| couldn't get the car r started, but fortunately someone mea 


HARRRARATRRARARRRRRRERRRRRERERARRRERRAR — — à  G4ARARRRRAHRSERETARSRATRRURASSRARATERATE 


We left before seven because we wanted to... iD ——— 
She doesn't know what the problem is, but she ,,.......................... 
| saw a fascinating programme on TV, and that's what... ju M" 
When I go on holiday alone, I really ,.............................. 


| didn't say anything to Annie about the wedding because she can't a 


E 


. 
DD 


BASPRRARATERTARATRAHARTAMATETIERETERTERRES 


O ONAN 3» 
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83 Get: uses, phrases and phrasal verbs 
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xp informal word and is very common in spoken English. It can have many different meanings. 
OBTAIN | got a ticket from my brother. | need to get some help. 
RECEIVE | got a new phone for my birthday. Did you get my email? 

BUY Where did you get that watch? | went to get a magazine. 
ARRIVE What time did you get here? lIl phone when | get home. 
BECOME It gets dark very early in winter. My hands are getting cold. 


FETCH > Could you (go and) get my glasses from the kitchen for me? 


ANSWER the door/phone A: Isthat the door? B: Yes, l'll get it. 


| need to get my hair cut. 


DO a task, or arrange for someone to do it lIl never get this essay finished; it's too difficult. 
for you, using get * past participle | need to get my hair cut. 
| got my watch repaired today. 


Phrases 

You can get in touch with me via email. [make contact by email, phone or letter] 

A bedtime story helps children get to sleep [start sleeping]. 

The salsa classes are a chance for us to get together [meet and spend time together]. 

I'm sorry | got the number wrong [said or wrote something that was not correct]. 

My cold is getting worse [becoming more unpleasant; opp getting better]. 

l'd like to get rid of my old CDs. [throw them away, give them away, or sell them] 

| got to know lots of Americans when | stayed in San Francisco. [met and became friends with] 


Phrasal verbs 

He stopped the car and | got out [left the car; also leave a building]. 

| gave her £25, but I’ll get it back tomorrow. [have it returned to me] 

The door was locked so we couldn't get in [enter a place, especially when it is difficult]. 
Ourtrain should get in around midnight. [arrive] 

What time did you get up this morning? [get out of bed] 
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Exercises 


83.1 Write a synonym for get in each of these sentences. 


| usually get about five emails a day. LEHE nan 

Where can I get something to eat round here?  .........sss 

lm just going to get some paper from the office. I'll be back in a minute. 
What time did they get here last Night? oc ccccccssssssnssssseseee 
He got very angry when | told him what you did with his CDs. 
| couldn’t get a room; all the hotels were full. 
The phone’s ringing. Could you get it for me? 
Molly sent me a card but I never got it. 


sssssssssssssssssssessssssssssssssssssss 


ETTTTTITTTTTTTTTITTTTTITTTETETTEETETI 


prrrrrrtrerr iri ist er tiriirt irri itr tiie 


o NOAUA UNBE 


FE ETERTERETESERRAEHRRREATATERIHTETEMT ET 


83.2 Complete the dialogues using getting * a suitable adjective. Add other words if necessary. 


1 A It’s getting cold in here s . 
B: Yes, itis. ’ll turn on the heating. 
au — f 
B: Me too. Let's have something to eat. 
Tcp ———— , 
B: Yes, me too. l'll open the window. 
4 AX cttm 
B: Yes, itis. l'll put the lights on. 
E E cte crc 
B: Yes, itis. | think I’ll go to bed. 
6 A: MyEnglish I5ssadsudipbemd din E E EE : 
B: No, it isn’t - it’s much better now. 


83.3 Rewrite the sentences using a phrase or phrasal verb with get. Keep a similar meaning. 
1 Will the books be returned to you? 


2 Wemust meet up and have a meal. 

WE" TUS —————————————————i 
3 How do you meet people and make friends in this country? 

How do VOU ga a rt 
4 | must contact the travel company. 
5 Fd like to throw away these old magazines. 

PA o m— ——————"—4O——YV——Ó e"———"—"— ere 
6 Thetrain won't arrive before 10 o'clock. 

IDEE —————————————É—— tS 
7 Thedoors were locked; we couldn't leave. 

The doors were locked; we couldn't 
8 | was awake for hours last night. 


| couldn't 


HRRSRRATARERSARATAREREARATRRRRRRRATERATRARESARATRRSERRRATERSRRATARERARRATRSERRARRRERTRRARRRRRERRRTRRARATERTERAERATARRRRATRRERATARORRARATRRARRARATERERRATARARRRRAGAERERRRRRASARARATERRARARRRTESARRRAERARRRERRARS 


RSTERATRRERRRRRTESARRATESVESERETERERRRRRSERSRRETERERRRRRTERERRATERSRRETERERERRATERTERERRFERSTRSTERARRRRRTEHATATEREAEARTAERSEFFATARTHRATESERETERETEE 


83.4 Continue these statements in a suitable way. 


sesssssssecusenasenusesuacssess eaa uaa uA TAREREARATVERERRATARERERRATERTERATARTARARRATRRTERARARAREREATERTERERRARRSATATRRTERATARRRTARATORTESATARERAASATESERSAPATERATEATETE 


2- My hair is getting long. LuouessasiR DEN RODEO EN CL UAR CILERADUER ARE QMCIRONMSUES cna cnahcn 
3 This essay is taking me hours. I 
4 My watch isn’t working. -———————————————— 
5 Lola has still got my CDs. I 


See OEE EEE ERNE CEES EE EEE EERE E ESSERE ESSE ESSE ESSE SSE ES EES EES SENSES SEES ERS ESES EASES SEES ESSE SEES ES SESS ESSER SEES ESEEEE ESSE SENSES ERSSSS SESE ESRB EEE EE ED 


83.5 Write down examples of get that you see or hear, and try to group your sentences 
according to the different meanings. This will help you to understand how this important 
word is used in English. 
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84 Go: meanings and expressions 


Different meanings of go 


When we leave a place in order to do an activity, especially for enjoyment, we often express 


it with go + -ing or go (out) for a+ noun. 


We could go shopping / sightseeing / swimming / clubbing [to a nightclub] tomorrow. 


Why don't we go (out) for a walk / drive / drink / meal / picnic at lunc 


Go can also describe a changing state (usually to a bad one) with 
certain adjectives. 

My dad's going grey [his hair is becoming grey] and my uncle is going 
bald [losing his hair]. 

My grandmother is going deaf [deaf - cannot hear]. 

Our 12-year-old dog is going blind [blind = cannot see]. 

He'll go mad if you wear his jacket. [become very angry; infm] 


We use go when we want to ask/say if a road or form of transport takes 
you somewhere. 

Does this bus go to the National Gallery? 

| think this road goes through the village. 


Go can also mean ‘disappear’. 


htime? 


z 


going bald 


When | looked in the drawer, my watch had gone [it was there before, but not now]. 


Go and get means fetch [go to a place and bring something back with you]. 
You stay here, and l'Il go and get the bags from the car. 


Phrasal verbs and expressions 


A: What's going on in A: Shall we wait for George or go on to the 


here? [happening] theatre? [continue or 


move to another place/thing] 


B: I don't know. | touched this switch and B: Er, l'm not sure of the way; 
the lights went out [stopped working]. let's wait for George. 
A: How's the business? B: Well, it was going well [successful; opp going badly] up until 


the summer, but since then a few th 


ings have gone wrong 


[there have been problems], and we've lost a few customers. 


A: Are you going 
away this year? 
[going on holiday] 


B: Yes. We had a lovely 
time in Italy last year, so 
we've decided to go back 
in June. [return] 


A: | think I'll have the A: How’s it going? [How are 


chicken. How about you? you? infml] 


B: I’m going for the roast 
beef. [choosing] 
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B: Not bad. And you? 


84.1 


84.2 


84.3 


84.4 


Exercises 


Complete the sentences with an -ing noun, e.g. riding, or (out) for a + noun, e.g. (out) for 
a walk. 


n 


O ONAN BW P2 


| went SAPNI this morning and bought some new clothes. 

It was a lovely day, so we made some sandwiches and decided to go ................ se 
Why don’t We SO. ciii dat eigen c dU iid in that nice new café near the square? 

| wanted to go .......... rernm because it was my first time in Rome. 

My brother has just got a new sports car. We could go .......... at the weekend. 
The poolis at the end of the road, so we often go 
lm just going to take the dog u.issdRa ica ids à; 

We went last night and didn't get home until three this morning. 


FAREERERRREREERERERRATREERERATAT ERE IA EI ° 


It was my father's birthday, so we decided to go 


Fasaouasumtoa usarse uasuemeosasustosessessecseeeses * 


Replace the underlined words with a different word or phrase. Keep a similar meaning. 


O ONA oO BWHYN FE 


He went mad when he saw me. Jab "dry... sss 
Hi Sue. How?s it going? yaaa 

Could you go and get my handbag from the other room?  ........... 
Do you want to go on and do the next exercise? — „sssssssssesessrsrsresrsseereesesrennss 

What's going on in the next classroom? — s 

When I got back, the others had gone... 

| can't stay for the weekend; | have to go back on Friday. 
Excuse me. Does this road go to the bus station? — s 
My girlfriend had fish but | went for the chicken dish. 


RRAERESRRETERTEERERRARERTERRHEATERAFHATERA PETER T. 


Complete the dialogues with a phrasal verb or expression using go. 


1 


: | hear you had problems with your exam? 
: Yes, everything went wrong . | couldn't answer any of the questions. 


: Can't he see very well? 
* No, Pm afraid Die ee 


: Your uncle’s just opened a new restaurant, hasn't he? How's it doing? 
Great. It's 


: I imagine your parents were angry that you had a party when they were away. 
They were. My dad sca sno does 
: Simon isn't losing his hair already, is he? 
: Yes, I’m afraid he's 


DP 


: Are the books downstairs in the staffroom? 
: Yes. Could you them for me? 
Yeah, sure. 


Are you having a holiday this year? 
: Yes, we're hoping to in the summer. 


: What have you done?! 
: I don't know. The lights just 


Ur Vr PPr Ur VPV VSP VDP 


PE 


Over to 


Answer the questions. If possible, ask someone else the same questions. 


Do you often goswimminginthesummer? Do you often go for a walk on your own? 


Do you go clubbing most weekends? Do you like going out for a meal? 
Do you often go shopping with a friend? Do you often go sightseeing on holiday? 
Did you often go for picnics as a child? Do you enjoy going out for a drive in the country? 
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The senses 


The five basic senses 


pu 
KO ad | 
sight hearing taste smell touch 


To express it another way, the ability to see, hear, taste, smell and feel. 


Sense verbs with adjectives 

You look tired this evening. [from what | can see] 

That man sounded foreign. [from another country, from what | could hear] 

This cake tastes a bit strange. 

Fresh bread smells wonderful. Language 

This shirt feels damp. [slightly wet, often The verbs above can all be used as nouns. 

in an unpleasant way] I like the look of this hotel. [the appearance of it] 
I love the sound of his voice. 


Sense verbs with like or as if/though 
We can describe things using sense verbs with like + noun or as if / though + clause, but not 
like + adjective (NOT She looks like nice). When we use like + noun, we are often describing 


how similar two things are. 

Have you ever had a nectarine? They look 

like peaches. 

Did you hear that noise? It sounded like an alarm. 
That shampoo smells like coconut. (also smells 
of coconut) 


Don't you think this material feels like silk? nectarine alarm 


That boy looks as if he's trying to get over 

the wall. 

| spoke to Isobel. It sounded as though they had 
a good time on holiday. 


Language coconut 


We also use seem and appear to describe a sense or feeling about someone or something, after 


we have seen them, talked to them, etc. Before like * noun, we usually use seem. 
I saw Will and he seemed/appeared quite happy. The shop appears/seems to be very busy. 
Amelia said she wanted to travel a bit, which seems like a good idea. 


Verbs easily confused 

If you look [look carefully] at the map, you can see [are able to see] the church on the left. 
They've been watching that man for weeks. [paying attention to something, often for a 

long time] 

He ran into me because he wasn't looking [paying attention]. 

| watched/saw a film on TV. | saw a film at the cinema. (NOT | watched a film at 

the cinema.) 

| heard [was able to hear] what she said but | wasn't listening [paying attention]. 

Don't touch the oven [put your hand on it]. It's hot! 

Just feel my feet [put your hand on them to discover something about them]. Aren't they cold? 
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85.1 


85.2 


85.3 


85.4 


85.5 


Exercises 


Cover the opposite page. What are the five basic senses? 


Oe — — |CAEARRARTRRRERRTERTESARRSRERSTERERRRETATARR — — SERRRERTERERERARAERERZERERRRFEFRRRETERTER — — EFRRRRRRSRERATERRRRATERARERATRRTRSARETER rr 


Choose the correct word to complete the sentences. 


m. 
[e 


O ANDO BW h2 


M 


| was very angry with Tom - he just wasn't hearing /listening to what | was saying. 


| was listening to / hearing the radio when | listened to / heard a terrible noise outside. 
She turned up the volume but I still couldn't listen to / hear it. 

There's a good film on atthe cinema. Have you watched / seen it? 

Quick. Come and watch / look at this man walking by. 

We watched / looked at the birds while they were eating food from the bird table. 

If you stand near the fire, you can touch / feel how hot it is. 

You mustn't touch / feel the paintings in the museum. 

If you see / look carefully, you can look / see how the man does the magic trick. 

Anya wants to get a parrot, which seems / appears like a strange thing to do. 


Complete the sentences with a different sense verb and a word from the box. Add like 
where necessary. 


OND BH W 


delicious achurch = analarm very nice 
damp coconut  calmandrelaxed silk 


Abigail has just taken the cakes out of the oven and they „smell delicious 


RAERRRRERTERERERETRESERERERTRSERTRERRETRERERAREREREFRATERTERERARERAFMAPERESATETHETEMAT © 


The sheets on her bed looked expensive, and when | touched them, they 


RAXRRTERARERTESARESERERRARETEREFESEREERRETERETATEFERETEMEIFTEMERSATERIAFIETETESHTTAT * 


| could see something quite tall in the distance. It 


When I heard the noise | jumped out of bed because it tts ; 


Have you tried these biscuits? They .............. e tttttttnnetnccteccas * 
I’ve just met my new class; they wa ccscssccsscseccscesecsserseessssassesssssenssssssssssesssssvees : 

| don't want to sit on the grass. [toc cccccccccscssssssssssssssssessssessesesssessesseseeseuusuesseeesseese # 

| saw her before the exam and she 


ARREREERRSERERERRRRERETRRERERRAERRVERARATERARARRRTERATAARRAHERARAAHRHERATET E aan © 


Complete the middle part of the sentences. 


1 


C1 


Alexei said that Lola was doing well, so it „sounds as f/though e she'll pass 
the exam. 


Erin told me about the accident. It it was quite serious. 
it's getting warm? 


Tene Lee ERR eNO TREE ENTE NEE R TERT EEE E RETR EE ERT TESTES ERE EES ERAT EERE ERE ETERS HH 


Put your hand on the radiator. Does it 
I’ve just spoken to Tom. He 
Have youtried the Soup? Ii oou tM ieee enc 

Is that your little boy on the floor? It he's fallen over. 


eee REE E EERE R EERE EEE E EE EE EEE E EERE EEE E REESE ESTEE EERE SENET ERE E REE E RE OE 


Ane EERE REET EERE RETR EERE EERE ITER EREEREER EEE EEEE EEEE EEE EE EE EEEEEE EEES 


he’s got a cold. 


Stee RENEE ERE ERENT TITTET TTT 


Alina didn’t ask any questions. It she wasn’t interested. 


PRRERRERRARRRTARARARRRITRRARRRERRRRATERERRRARORARRATRRRSAAARRTESARATARTRRATRRERETS 


Over to 


Complete the sentences about your own likes and dislikes. If possible, ask someone else the 


same questions. 


| love the smell of 
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it needs a bit more salt to me. 
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Uncountable nouns 


Common uncountable nouns 
One ofthe problems with uncountable nouns is that many of them are countable in other languages. 


Ineedinformation. (NOT I need aninformation.) (no indefinite article) 
Ineedsomeinformation. (NOT | needinfermatiens.) (no plural form) 
The homework was difficult. (NOT The homework were difficult.) (use with a singular verb) 


e You can put all that rubbish in the bin over there. [things that you throw 
away because you do not want them] 

e Is there any more news about the man who was injured? 

« She gave me some good advice about buying a car. [what you think 
someone should do] 

e Do the children get pocket money [money that parents give regularly 
to their children]? 

* You need alot of equipment for camping, e.g. tent, sleeping bag, 
torch, things for cooking, etc. [the things that are used for a 
particular activity] 

» We sold the furniture [tables, chairs, armchairs, etc.]. 

e The scenery is really beautiful. [the natural beauty you see sleeping bag 
around you] 

e My knowledge of Russian is limited. [what | know about it] 

e She's worked very hard and | believe she is making progress 
[improving / getting better]. 

e Can you take the dog? We haven't got any room in our car. [empty space] torch 

e Would anyone like some more toast? 

e The children’s behaviour was terrible: they were climbing all 
over the furniture and making a lot of noise. [the way you do 
and say things] 


BI Uncountable nouns in dictionaries 


Dictionaries show countable nouns with a (C) and uncountable nouns 
with a (U). Some nouns can be countable with one meaning, and 
uncountable with another. 


toast 


experience (U) [the knowledge you get from doing a particular job or activity] 
She’s got a lot of experience of working with children. 

experience (C) [something that happens to you that affects the way you feel] 

| had so many fantastic experiences on my trip to Thailand and Japan. 


chance (U) [luck] 

Lotto is a game of chance. 

chance (C) [the opportunity to do something] 

He's had several chances to go abroad, but he's just not interested. 


——z 3) Making uncountable nouns countable 


You can make some uncountable nouns singular. Sometimes we do this with a word like piece 
(for advice, equipment, toast, furniture, news), but in spoken English we often use a bit (infml) 
with most uncountable nouns. 

a good piece of advice an interesting bit of news 

another piece of toast just a bit of rubbish 
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86.1 


86.2 


86.3 


86.4 


86.5 


Exercises 


Correct the mistakes. 


1 Ineed some informations. formation sss 

2 Our teacher has a news aboutthetrip. — 

3 She gave me some good advices. eee eeeeeccsccssssssessessssssessessesssesaeee 

4 Her progress are very good. — nnne 

5 We had a lot of homeworks yesterday... 

6 The furnitures were very old. „sssr 

7 Ihave no experiences of using these equipments. |... 

8 I need to improve my knowledges of this new technology. s 

Make the uncountable nouns countable. 

1 | did some homework. Del ATs Se ee 
2 It’s useful equipment. [m ————————  ———— deine 
3 It was good advice. jac ——————————————— 
4 Do you want some more toast? Do:you Wat ioxddbatenddM dendi Mica. 
5 She's making progress. She's makihig scm cma en 
6 There's some rubbish on the floor. Icy m — ea ee 
7 | gave them some pocket money. | gave them ———— ——————— 
8 Iheard some news this morning. Di ee eer 


Complete the dialogues. 


: Is his English getting better? 
: No, he isn’t making any 


1 A: Have you been given all the details? 
B: No, I need more „information... 
2 A: Shehasn't worked there long enough. 
B: No, she needs more ues aai pitE 
3 A: Is yourflat big enough? 
Bi No WE TEGO TOI cc E 
4 A: Does she know what to do when ned leaves school? 
B: No, she needs some................. 
5 A: Don’t you think the room looks empty? 
B: Yes, we need more... : 
A 
B 


Prrrcr rrr riir re ies et itr retire 


Complete the sentences. The first letter has been given to help you. 


| don’t know what’s wrong with Celia, but her b 
of working with computers? 
of this subject; you’d better ask Fariah. 


s*sssesssoasenasasessseseosesesesesasees 


Do you have any e 
| don't have any k 


RRRRRREARRRARARRATRRERRATESERSAFSARATERA 


1 lasked my teacher for some advice — EIE about grammar books. 

2 lve had Some great &,evieeo aad Ed when I’ve travelled on my own. 

3 If we give him anotherc,. ss , Pm sure he'll be able to do it. 

4 Thatstuffoverthereisr, |... ; just throw it in the bin. 

5 We camped on the hill above the lake becausethes, is so beautiful. 
6 

T 

8 


Use a dictionary to find out if these nouns are countable or uncountable. Keep a record of 
them in your notebook. 


transport luggage suitcase pasta traffic accident 
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T Verb constructions 1 


AY Verb + -ing form 


A number of verbs are commonly followed by an -ing form. 


QUESTIONNAIRE 


QUESTIONS 


180 


Do you enjoy studying? 
Do you mind getting up early? [Is it OK for you, or not?] 
Do you like or dislike having your photograph taken? 


Do you usually avoid speaking to strangers at parties? 
[try not to do something] 


Can you imagine being without a car? [think of yourself in 
a situation with no car] 


Have you ever considered [thought about] living in 
another country? 


Would you recommend [advise] having a holiday in the 
capital city of your country? If so, would you suggest 
going at a particular time of the year? 


Common 


ANSWERS 


| Yes, | do. 


No, | don’t mind at all. 


| hate having my picture taken. 


Yes. | prefer to talk to people that 
| already know. 


No, | can’t. | need my car. 


Yes, many times. l'd like to live 


abroad. 


Yes, | would, and | would suggest 
going in spring or autumn. 


lenjoygoingthere. (NOTlenjoytegethere.) Theysuggested leaving early. (NOT They suggested 


teleave early.) He recommended staying there. (NOT He recommended testay there.) 


Verb * to infinitive 
| hope to see them next week. [want to see them and believe | will see them] 
They agreed to help me. [said they will help] 

| intend to leave next month. [plan] 

| offered to help them. [said | was happy to help] 

| attempted to cook the dinner, but it was terrible. [tried] 
| promised to bring her book back. [said | would definitely bring it back] 

The shop assistant was very rude, so | demanded to see the manager. [said in a firm way] 


Verb + (object) + preposition + noun/-ing 
A: Jo has just rung and asked me for advice about Greece. They're thinking of! going there. 


B: Well, be careful. They went to India last year on your advice and then blamed? you for the 
terrible holiday they had. 


A: That was their fault. They insisted on? going in the summer when it was far too hot. 


! thinking about going to Greece (often used in the continuous and followed by a noun/-ing form; NOT 

I’m thinking tege there.) 
? said you were responsible for something bad, in this case the terrible holiday 
3 said they must go (in the summer) 
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Exercises 


87.1  Choosethe correct word(s) to complete the sentences. 


| hope seeing /€o Seehem. 
They agreed helping / to help me. 


We enjoy staying / to stay by the sea. 

| suggested going /to go on the train. 

She insisted in / on paying for our meal. 

We must attempt getting / to get there on time. 

Have you considered working / to work in a bank? 

| demanded speaking / to speak to the doctor in charge. 
| asked him help / him for help. 

They blamed me for / of it. 

| don't mind waiting / to wait for you. 

12 | try to avoid travelling / to travel in the rush hour. 
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87.2 Complete the sentences with the most suitable verb. 


1 Have you. asked, Men mao the waiter for the bill? 

FABLE CITET of spending the summer in France if she can afford it. 

3 I’ve had a computer for about 20 years; | can't... being without one. 

4 Wealwaystryto.......... driving into town in the rush hour. 

5 The accident wasn't my fault but they... me for it. 

dau — to see my parents later this week. We had ..........ssss to go last 


week, but Madison was ill and we couldn't go. 

meeting your friends; they were really nice. 

moving out of a town and going to live in the country? 
on taking his car because he said he 


FETPAYERHESSSERESHRSTAEEREHESHREHRHHHTETE 


8 Have YOU evel s oa dna bii 
9 loffered to drive, but Mason... 
——n being a passenger. 
10 Ella's parents weren't happy with the school, and they ......................... to see the 
head teacher. 


FORMAL 
87.3 When you learn new verbs, you may Might I suggest a white wine with your salmon, sir? 

need to know the constructions that [* (that)] 
are used with them. A good dictionary I suggest (that) we wait a while before we make any 
will give you this information, usually firm decisions. 
with examples. Using a good English Liz suggested (that) | try the shop on Mill Road. 
dictionary, find the constructions that [+ -ing vers] 
commonly follow these verbs. I suggested putting the matter to the committee. 


87.4 


Answer the questions in the questionnaire on the opposite page. If possible, ask someone 
else the same questions. Then complete the sentences about yourself using the correct 
construction after each verb. 
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Verb constructions 2 


A great opportunity 

661’m 24 years old, and I work in a photography studio. It's not a very 
exciting job but | love photography and the pay isn't bad. But, two 
months ago, | was given the chance to go to Italy and work on a film 
by a famous director. My best friend thought that it was a fantastic 
opportunity and advised! me to go. Dad wasn't so sure. He didn't try 
and persuade? me not to go, but he warned? me that it would be 
hard work, and reminded^ me that it was only three months, then 
ld be out of a job. | realised? that my girlfriend wasn't happy about 
it either, but | promised? her that | would phone every day, and 
suggested’ that she could come out to Italy for a holiday while | was 
there. | didn't mention? that | was part of a small team with three 
other women. Anyway, I’m going. 99 


! say what you think someone should do advise * obj * inf 

? make someone agree to do something by talking a lot persuade * obj * inf 

3 tell someone that something bad may happen, to stop it happening warn + obj + (that) ... 
^tell someone something so that they don't forget it remind + obj + (that) ... 

? understand something (that) you didn't understand before realise * (that) ... 

6 say (that) you will certainly do something promise + (obj) + (that) ... 
‘tell someone about a possible idea or plan suggest + (that) ... 

8 say something, often briefly or quickly mention + (that) ... 


Language 


Some verbs can be followed by different constructions. We can also say, for example: 


Isuggested going there. suggest + -ing 
Shewarned me notto go. warn * obj * inf 
He reminded me to post the letter. remind + obj + inf 


Other verbs 


Here are some more verbs which are used with the same constructions. 


Verb + (that) ...: say, hope, notice, recommend and expect. 

| said that | was busy. (NOT | said him that | was busy.) 

| hope (that) you’ll come and see us soon. 

When | left, | noticed that the door was open. [could see] 

| recommended that we all go together, so no one gets lost. 

| expect (that) he’ll ring us later. [think or believe that something will happen] 


Verb + object + (that) ...: tell, show and convince. 
| told them (that) they could leave early. 
He tried to convince me that | needed some new clothes. [make me believe] 


Verb + object + to infinitive: ask, tell, want, allow, expect, remind, help and encourage. 
Tracey asked me to look after her cat. 

They told us to wait outside. 

They want us to stay at school. 

| expected them to be here by now. 

| had to remind him to buy the food. [tell somebody so that they do not forget] 

She helped me to write the report. (You can also say: She helped me write the report.) 
My parents encouraged me to read. [gave me support and confidence to make it possible] 
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Exercises 


88.1  Correctthe mistakes. 


She encouraged me going. "e encouraged me to 90. noo 

He told it's impossible. ....,.sssssecsesososssnsnnssosscesesscssossssssssorsensssesansorsoseseseeseosecesovsonenusnnnsessesseesee 

| asked that Chloe stay with Me.  ....sscsscssccsesscsssesssnesunssssssssssessessoseoseoosssunssnssnsensessessessesssssssensonsnesssssen 

She suggested us to go to an Italian restaurant. . ouis I DI ars 
'watrried ther not gòing. camada qund RA MCN OMS MM MCI dili 

He helped me buying my suit. 
eps.  ——————Á 

He said me the film was terrible: rosae oa MUR AIDE MM E EE EE 

She advised me buy a dictionary. akeanacadctttaiadedquiiddd qM MERE FEMME 
I recommended to stay there. asse F FEDERN QIPINERMEINM MEME IEEQUI MN RP d SEVA 

He reminded me go to the Dank. cum CMM CEECECCEE 

12 |wantthathe leaves. zac c E CES 


m 
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88.2 Complete the sentences with a verb from the box in the correct form. 


realise warn expect remind convince encourage 
help persuade mention recommend notice hope 


She couldn't breathe easily, so 1...” ealised RA that something was wrong. 

When we went I; Iz that people were looking at us. 

Martin knew the area was dangerous but he didn't... ess me not to go there. 
I didn't want the job but my mother... me to take it. It was a mistake. 

| wasn't sure about the plan, but my boss me that it would work. 


My uncle aca ee ee ee that we try the new Chinese restaurant. 
When I spoke to Jodie, | 


that we were busy tonight. 
Our teacher has always... us to practise our English outside of class. 
Fortunately Aldaliz ssi ERE gis me that it was Marsha's birthday; l'd forgotten. 
10 Isaidl would... lan to put up the shelves. 


11 They said they'd come, so I... that they'll be here soon. 
12- —" that| pass my exams. 


R*teiis Hmm rrr 
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88.3 Complete the sentences in a suitable way. 


1 He was given some money and | recommended that Ae put itin the bank, 
2 Some of them were getting hungry so | suggested ,.............. ttti 
3 She said there were strange noises outside her flat, so I advised s 
4. When saw herTace; | rnotlcedue sn tci S Dio CER CM a E D PME 
5 When | was young, my parents sometimes allowed... 
6 As soon as I| put on the coat, | realised meii Emi MEUM E MEER M MD iN MM MEME PUDE 
7 Itwasonly a few minutes to the beach, but I still couldn't persuade e 
8 Hértrain was delayed, so'l expect gr pr cunc we ean mater eee ree G 
9 The water can make you ill and IWAN GC a. enn REM BUM NUUAM ERN OM D AMD NUM HMM 


m 
oO 


| borrowed his laptop yesterday but promised him that 


Ae nee eee EEE REE EERE EES E ER EE EERE ES ERESEESESE EEN ERESEEE ESE ERSEES ESSE RESON ORES REESE O EERE REE ER SERED 


88.4 Over to 


Look at the verbs on the opposite page again and translate them into your own language. 


Do you use the translated verbs with the same constructions? If not, these are the verbs that 
may cause you the most problems when you are speaking English. 
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Adjectives 


Extreme adjectives 
There are many 'extreme' adjectives we use to say that something is very good, or very small, 
or very surprising, etc. 


We were lucky - the weather was marvellous [very good; syns terrific, wonderful, amazing]. 
Don't go and see that film - it's awful [very bad; syn dreadful]. 

| was delighted she passed her exam. [very pleased] 

It’s a nice modern flat, but it's absolutely tiny [very small]. 
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| wasn't very hungry, but they gave us a huge meal. [very big; syn enormous] 

You should watch that programme; you'll find it absolutely fascinating [very interesting]. 
Everyone was really exhausted by the end of the day. [very tired] 

Bungee jumping is the most terrifying thing I’ve ever done. [very frightening] 

Computers are an essential part of modern life. [very important and necessary] 

The food was delicious [very good; but usually only for food]. 


Language 


The food was absolutely marvellous. (NOT The food wasvery-marvelleus.) We can use absolutely or 
really before extreme adjectives, e.g. absolutely awful, really terrific, but we can’t use very. 

We use very or really with gradable adjectives which do not have an extreme meaning, e.g. very big, 
very good, very nice, very tired, really good, really tired, etc. (NOT abselutely big) 


Adjectives ending in -ing and -ed 

A large group of adjectives can have an -ing or -ed ending. The -ing ending describes a person, 
thing or situation; the -ed ending describes the effect on someone of this person, thing or 
situation. 


| don’t know if other people were bored, but | thought it was a very boring lesson. 
The weather is so depressing at the moment; it’s making everyone feel depressed. 


| was bored by that film. (NOT | was bering by that film.) 


We’re very interested in the new designs. (NOT We’re very interesting in the new designs.) 


These adjectives can all end in -ing or -ed, depending on the meaning. 


It was really tiring going up that hill. [making you feel tired] 

| was amazed she could climb that wall. [very surprised] 

My exam results were very disappointing [not as good as | expected]. 

She was annoyed that | forgot to tell her. [angry] 

| kept calling her Emma, so! was embarrassed when Ben told me her name was Angela. 
[feeling a bit stupid because of something you have said or done] 

The map he gave us was very confusing [difficult tounderstand]. 

We were shocked by the violence in the film. [very surprised in an unpleasant way] 
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Exercises 


89.1  Putthe words into the correct column. 


bad dreadful important small exhausted 
terrified tired essential frightened tiny 


gradable adjectives | extreme adjectives 


bad dreadful 


89.2 Change the adjectives where possible to give the email a more positive and/or more 
extreme effect. Include absolutely or really two or three times. 


e^o 
From Benita S. Y 4:35 PM (1 hour ago) 
Dear Sandy 


an (i absolutely) exhausting 

Arrived on Sunday evening after a-very-tiring journey. We're very pleased with the 
hotel: our room is very big, and the food is very nice. We've been lucky with the 
weather as well. The first day was wet but the last three days have been very nice. 


Tomorrow we're going to walk the coastal path to Dartmouth Castle. It's quite a 
difficult route and people tell us it's very important to take a map, but it sounds 
very interesting, so l'm looking forward to it. 


PII write again in a couple of days and tell you all about it. 
love 


Benita 


89.3 Complete the dialogues so that B agrees with A, using a suitable adjective from the 


opposite page. 

1 A: I was very interested in her talk 4 A: Did you have a nice holiday? 
B: Yes, it was, /ascinating B: Yes, absolutely ,......................... 

2 A: Were you very frightened? 5 A: lexpect you were very pleased with your 
B: Yes, it was absolutely... ; score. 

3 A: It was surprising to see the children B: Yes, l was absolutely oo ss 

behave so badly. 6 A: lexpect you were a bit angry when they 

B: I know. We were : arrived an hour late? 


B: Yes, | was very 


89.4 Write an adjective to describe how the people felt in these situations. 


1 They walked ten miles, then spent the afternoon cutting down trees. exhausted s 

2 From the description on the travel website, they expected a beautiful big villa by the sea. In actual 
fact it was quite small, not very nice, and miles fromthe beach. .o oo 

3 larrived in jeans, but everyone else was wearing very formalclothes. |... 

4 One person told them the street was on the left, another told them to turn right, and a third 
person said they had to go back to the station. usss 

5 My brother has a flat and it's usually in a terrible mess - he’s very untidy. But yesterday when 
| visited him, the place was incredibly tidy. In fact, everything looked new. 


6 | got my results yesterday and | passed every exam with a grade A. 


RAFRERRRSEREERRFRRATERTERATRRRRRPRAT PETAT 
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Prepositions: place and movement 


At, on and in Common 

At a point or place, e.g. | met her atthe 

bus stop. He's at work at the moment. | met them at the airport. (NOT | met them en 
On a surface, e.g. The book's on the desk. the airport.) 

They sat on the floor. | put the picture There's a computer on my desk. (NOT There's a 
on the wall. computer in my desk.) 


In an area, space, or inside something, The conference is being held in Delhi. (NOT The 
e.g. He'sin the kitchen. She lives in conference is being held at Delhi.) 
Warsaw/Poland. The knife's in the top drawer. 


BI Where exactly? 


| know they live in Danvers 
Street, and I think they're 
at number twenty-three. 


I’m sure there's a chemist on 
the left before the bank. 
[first there is a chemist, and 
then a bank; opp after] 


| saw your bike in the back 
garden against the wall. 
[touching the wall] 


Their house is beyond the 


== farm [on the other side of the 


d farm], by [near] the 
P old church. 
They've just bought a house 


right [exactly] beside/by 
[next to] the river. 


| found your phone on the 
sofa beneath/underneath a 
pile of cushions. [under] 


You can just see the top of the 
building among the trees. 
[somewhere in the middle of 
UN the trees] 


Their office is above the shop 
(opp below). 


The mouse ran out of the back door 
(opp into), towards the gate, then 
disappeared down a hole. 


We came over the bridge (opp under), then 
through the tunnel and round the lake. 
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The woman came after us [followed in order 
to catch us], but we managed to climb into 
the back of my dad's van. Fortunately she 
went past the van and didn't see us. 


90.1 


90.2 


90.3 


90.4 


Exercises 


Complete the sentences. 


1 Iput the milk... the fridge. SIE t ttt the bed and wrote the 

2 They live as the next road. letter. 

3 They livezc zs 34 Lawrence Street. 9 |left my books „nnn school. 

A Your clothes are... the floor. 10 There was snow... the ground 
5 |mether,... sess a party. when | arrived. 

6 She works... Moscow. 11 The key iS nsss my jacket pocket. 
7 The dictionary is... my desk. 12 Mausha’s n work this morning. 


Put the prepositions in the box under the correct picture. 


beside towards  outof dewr among into up underneath 


ee eM rner errereen 
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Complete the dialogues so that B says the opposite to A. 


1 A: Did you go up the hill? 
B: NO jhe Ec cc 
2 A: Did you climb over the fence? 
B: No, We WEI e————————— 
3 A: Did you see her get into the car? 
B: No, Dut | Saw herzas 
4 A: Did you say we had to turn left before the bridge? 
Bi No tern lei a ame nn bn RPM RD MM 
5 A: Doesshe live in the flat above you? 
B: No,she's intheflat EE 
6 A: Did you say the bed was in the middle of the room? 
Bi NO, S ligu addidi the wall. 


Over to 

Answer the questions, and give reasons for your answers. If possible, compare your answers 
with someone else. 

1 Is it a good idea to live right beside a hospital? 

2 Would you like to live above a restaurant? 

3 Are you happy to drive on icy roads? 


4 Do you like putting lots of things on your bedroom wall? 


5 Ina plane or train, do you like sitting by the window? 
6 Would you like to live among lots of rich and famous people? 
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Adverbs 


Adverbs of frequency: how often 


always often quite often sometimes occasionally hardly ever never 
frequently rarely 
seldom (fm!) 
She hardly ever plays tennis now. | am often late. 
| occasionally go to the theatre. He rarely works at weekends. 
We see them quite frequently. | have never been to America. 


Language 
Remember that frequency adverbs usually go before the main verb, with the exception of the verb 
be. Notice the position of the adverb when the present perfect is used. 

Adverbs of degree: how much 

| was a bit tired. (infml) The flat was a little (bit) small. She was slightly nervous. 


Language 


A bit, a little and slightly have the same meaning and are mostly used before adjectives that 


express negative ideas, e.g. We were a bit bored. | was slightly upset. (NOT I was abit happy.) 
A bit and a little cannot be used with adjectives before a noun. 
It was a slightly small flat. (NOT It was a-bit-smatttflat.) 


The next four adverbs all mean ‘more than a bit but less than very’. 

The hotel was quite busy. We had quite a nice room. (NOT a-quite-niee room) 
The food was fairly boring. It was a fairly wet day. 

| was rather annoyed | missed the film. It was a rather good party. OR rather a good party. 
The weather was pretty good. (infml) We had a pretty difficult journey. 


The restaurant was completely/totally empty. | totally/completely agree with you. 


We had an extremely interesting trip. [very interesting] 
It's an incredibly good book. 


Adverbs of manner 
These adverbs describe the way in which someone does something, or the way that 
something happens. 


Nora had secretly! put all of the Penelope was in pain, and | could see 
letters into her bag. she needed help urgently’. 
| went in and shut the door quietly. | spoke to Charles briefly^ this morning. 
The curtains were closed and the | asked him very politely if he could 
room was dark, but | suddenly? work an extra hour this evening, but he 
realised | wasn't alone. reacted quite angrily and walked off. 
lin a way that others couldn't know about 3 very quickly because of something important 
? quickly ^for a short time 
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Exercises 


91.1 Form sentences from the words. 


get occasionally | early up Loccasionally get up early. 
me ever phones she hardly ——— — —— — —— — iit taco 
have leg my broken never |l  —— ——— | à GissseMldpdediMoue addi ae 
frequently them | at visit weekends — ^ ^ — ttt ttti ttti ttti 
brother often me Sunday calls quite on my . senno 
summer saw | him rarely the during — . ttti 
office always in she the is eight before 
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91.2 Replace the underlined adverb with a different adverb that has a similar meaning. 


She hardly ever goes to conferences now. 
The shops were quite busy... 

They are two sisters, but they look totally different. n 

| thought the film was a bit disappointing, didn't you? — sss 
I'm afraid I’m extremely busy next week. sssr 

We often ask them to turn their music down. „sessen 


The film was pretty good. „rather, 


PE 
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91.3  Putthetwo ideas into one sentence by using a suitable adverb. 


| walked up the path. I didn't make a noise. „/ walked up the path quietly 
| must speak to her. It’s important. gig aaa BR NM FM UMS 
| asked him to move his car. | did it in a nice and correct way. 
| spoke to her. | made sure the others didn't Know. gcse I MM C 
He ran out of the room. It was very quick and unexpected. 
| spoke to her this morning. It was only for a few minutes. 


RRERERRERREREATERERERTERSEERERRAERRRERARRRERERRRETERTRRERFERARRPERARERVERAMEARERARATE. 
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91.4 Change the underlined adverbs in 1-4 to make them more positive. Change the underlined 
adverbs in 5-7 to make them less negative. 


1 The play was quite interesting. Vey e. 

2 | thought they were very good.  eoceccccccccsssssssssssssssesseseenee 

3 He's been getting quite good marks in his exams. s 
4 It’s a pretty nice house. «oxzsssssaiedosccmm 

5 John said the flat was very small. |... 
6 They said it was fairly boring. 

7 His clothes were very dirty. 


rere 


91.5 Over to 


Make the sentences true for you by adding a suitable adverb, in the correct place. 
1 I clean my teeth after breakfast. 

2 | buy clothes I don't like. 

3 | lose things. 

4 | forget things. 

5 | remember my dreams. 


6 | speak to strangers on buses and trains. 


7 | give money to people in the street if they ask me. 


Now think about each of your answers to the sentences above. Do you think they are: 
a) fairly typical? b) slightly unusual? c) quite unusual? 


If possible, compare your answers with someone else. 
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Time and sequence 


When / As soon as 
The meaning of these two time expressions is almost the same, but as soon as suggests 
something more immediate or important. 


lIl phone my uncle when / as soon as! get home. 
As soon as / When you've finished this exercise, you can go home. 


Common 


l'Il see you when | get there. (NOT l'll see you when | will get there.) 
We don't use a future form after when / as soon as. 


Two things happening at the same time 

Violet got ready while | cooked the dinner. [two long actions] 

The accident happened while | was on my way to work. [a longer action ‘on my way to work’ and a 
short action ‘the accident’; we can also use when or as here. | 

| saw him (just) as | came out of the office. [two short actions happening at the same time; we can 


also use when here] 


One thing after another 

We met the others in the café, and then / after 

that / afterwards we went to the match. After seeing the film, we went home. 

| talked to Joe, and afterwards [at a later time (NOT After see the film, we went home.) 


but usually the same day] | came home. 

| was in Caracas for three months, and then / 
after that | went to Colombia. 

After my visit to New York, | decided to have a rest. 
We had something to eat before going out. 


A sequence* of actions 

We had a really nice holiday. First of all / First we spent a few days in St Moritz. After that / 
Then we drove down the coast and stayed in Portofino for a week. Finally, we went back to 
Switzerland to stay with my uncle. (Finally is used here to introduce the last thing in a list.) 


* one action after another, and so on 


At first ... eventually 

To begin with, the two girls got on very well when they shared the flat. But after a while [a 
period of time], they started arguing about various things, and eventually [finally, after a long 
time or a lot of problems] Lauren walked out and found a new place. 

At first | enjoyed the classes, but after a while it got a bit boring, and in the end [finally, after a 
period of time or thought] I left. 


A list of reasons 
We can use firstly / for one thing / for a start to introduce a first reason for something, and 
then secondly/besides/anyway to add a further reason. 


A: What's wrong with her new dress? 
: Firstly, it’s a horrible colour, and secondly, | don't think it suits her. 


B 
A: Why can't we go out tonight? 
B: Well, for one thing / for a start, |’ve got a lot of work - and besides/anyway, | can't afford it. 
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92.1 


92.2 


92.3 


92.4 


Exercises 


Find five more pairs of words/phrases that are similar in meaning. 


then foronething when besides finally atfirst fora start 
intheend afterthat —tobegin with | assoonas anyway 


oea TTT 
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Choose the correct word to complete the sentences. Sometimes both are correct. 


M 


| rang my mum (when / while) was waiting for my train. 

lIl give them your message as soon as | get / will get there. 

Maria cleaned the kitchen as / while | did the bathroom. 

Before leave / leaving they went to an exhibition in a little gallery. 

We can have lunch when / as soon as we've finished this. 

The phone rang while / just as | was shutting the front door. 

We spent the morning in the park and after that / afterwards we went home for lunch. 
The letter arrived while / just as we were having lunch. 

| metthe others when / as | was on my way to the station. 

After to clean / cleaning my room, | was exhausted. 


O OND OH BW h2 


m 
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Complete the dialogues. 


1 A: Why do you want to stay in this evening, when we could go to Karl's party? 
B: Well, [r one thing — , Pd like to watch a programme on TV, and „ssm , | don't 
think it'll be a very good party. 
2 A: What did you do in Portugal? 
B: 


we flew to Lisbon and spent a few days there. we took 


aateseessousosamussssaesasosessasusossen ee RSS UK SIUS GCSE SM ee tN 8 qua SERTERRTERESRRTESTATETERTERETRSEERTES 


the train down to Lagos and spent a week on the Algarve with a couple we met in London. And 
ERREUR we went to Faro and flew back from there. 
3 A: Did Matt enjoy his time in India? 
B: | think he found it difficult because the food and weather are so 
— he got used to it, and didn't want to come home. 
4 A: Why can't the company pay for me to go to the conference? 
Signe: =| | n s de the boss doesn't seem to think it's very important, and 
we're too busy at the moment to give anyone time off work. 
5 A: Did the new company do well? 
B it did very well. But then the manager left, and after a 
, they had to close down. 


sessesssessesssosssssssssessssssssssssss 


Oe eta oo mot momo mmm rmm i O O i ii 


they started losing money. 


Complete the sentences in a suitable way. 


EEETTTITTTTTTTTTTT Citi) 


l'l'text you as soon asinan 
| must remember to lock the back door Defore 1, cu ai SE RANDE MERE tac IRUQGE Mii 
Hethinks he dropped the letter T EC————M—Á! 
| worked with a partner in class. | looked up half of the words while 
We were in a traffic jam for hours but eventually;: ci SEM ML E acerca 
If we phone his home, he probably won't be there. Anyway, 


EARRREERSERESTERERETERERRAERTEFERESTESERAEETERATEATESETETASERATHEIHSESSEMAT 
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Addition and contrast 


As well (as), what's more, in addition (to), besides 
We often link ideas using and, e.g. The food's nice and very good value. There are other words 
and phrases we also use to add more information. Sometimes we still include and or also. 


The restaurant has excellent food; it's also very good value. 

You always get a good view, and the seats are comfortable as well. (syn too) 

As well as getting cheaper tickets, | also got the opportunity to buy them in advance. 
The clothes are nice, and what's more, the shop is open every day of the week. 

The scheme gives young people experience. In addition, companies can afford to 
employ them. 

In addition to the new food department, they're also planning to open a café. 
Besides being a mum with four children, she's also a successful designer. 


Although, despite, in spite of 
We use these link words when there are two ideas in a sentence, and the second is surprising 
or not expected. They can be used at the beginning or in the middle of the sentence. 


Although / Even though the sun was shining, it wasn't very warm. 

We found the place quite easily, although / even though we didn't know where it was. 
They went for a walk despite the fact that it was raining. 

Despite having no money, he still seemed very happy. 

They got there on time in spite of the delay. 

In spite of all the problems, we still enjoyed the trip. 


Language 


We can use still to emphasise that we didn't expect something to happen or be true, e.g. He didn't 
do any work but he still passed the exam; The work is very hard, but he still enjoys it. 


However, yet, though 

We can use however and yet when the second part of an idea is surprising after the first 

part. However is often used to link ideas in two separate sentences. Though can be used in a 
similar way in spoken English, but usually comes at the end of the sentence. Notice the use of 
commas (,) here, and the different positions of however. 


| don't agree with a lot of his methods. However, he is a very good teacher. 
We didn't particularly like the house. The garden, however, was wonderful. 
It was warm and sunny when we were there. Most of the time, however, it’s quite cold. 


We went in the autumn, yet it was still quite warm. 
| didn't like the film much. I’m glad | went to see it, though. 
They told us the shop was next to the station. We never found it, though. 


While and whereas 
We can use while and whereas to compare two different facts or situations. 


Alex is very quick to understand, whereas/while the others are quite slow. 

| get £20 an hour, while Josh only gets £12. 

The speed limit on this road is 80kph, whereas it’s 130kph on the motorway. 
| was very keen on the film, whereas Christoph didn't like it at all. 
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Exercises 


93.1  Putthe words into the correct column. 


in-additien although inspiteof aswell however also what'smore despite 


words that add more information | words that introduce surprising information 


in addition 


93.2 Choose the correct word(s) to complete the sentences. Sometimes both are correct. 


1 (Although/ In spite of we left late, we still got there in time. 

2 She's going on holiday with friends. Her parents, however / whereas, are not very happy about it. 
We decided to work in spite of / despite the fact we were on holiday. 

They enjoyed the course, even though /as well it was very difficult. 

| told John the car was too expensive. However /Although, he still bought it. 

Most people tried to help us. They were very friendly too /as well. 

Ethan spends his time in the library, while / whereas the others are always playing football. 
It was a fantastic evening, although / despite the terrible food. 


OND BH W 


93.3 Combine parts from each column to form five short texts. 


She went to school today in spite of she was never happy in the job. 
She always worked hard Ep. although she is very experienced. 


She has the ability to do the job. However N the help I gave her. 
She didn’t pass the exam whereas she didn’t feel very well. 
She worked there for ten years. What’s more, most of her classmates were lazy. 


COTTI 
TOTT 


BERRSVERARARRRRERATRRERRARATERARRARATERARRATVATARARRRRESAERAERRRRATERRRERARATERERRARATARRRRATAERTERRRARRRARRRTRRRRARRRTRRERRRRRRRRARRRTERRRARRORTERATARERAERARRRTRRATARRRARRATRRERAARATERRRRATASERRRRATRESTERERRRERATRSRRTARATERERSATATERERRSATETE 


BRRERRRRRARATERTESSRRATERESEATERERRRRAAE 


m" helped us. 
It’s not the best dictionary you can buy. ......... rreren , it's better than nothing. 
She managed to get there, oo ee she didn’t have a map like the others. 
POETE OE heavy rain, they've also had very strong winds. 
She's the youngest in the group, and she's better than most of them 
| think you can do it. It won't be easy, 
| was right at the back at the concert, 
hear everything. 


Prrrrrririr retire it ie 


1 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 She's the youngest in the group, and she’s better than most of them eee. 
T |think you can do it. IT WONT be easy, eee v 

8 


93.5 Complete the sentences in a suitable way. 


My parents get up at 7.30, whereas 
Weenjoyed the holiday I spite DI aue o aintadnad EIU MM EDU dM NOMEN Hun CU RU CURE DU UE M RUM ERU NEM M 
If you buy a season ticket, you can travel as often as you like. What's more, 
The exam was very difficult. HOW VC gaa C E ME 
| understood what she was saying, although 
My uncle is nearly 70, but he still 


RETERATREEEREREAETERTEERETERTREATAERERERRAETRERERETRSEREREETRRERESEREERERERSTERTREERNERERERERSERTERERRREFRSERETRERTRRTRRTERERRARRETERETRATERATETERTEMHTETHEETRA. 
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Reason, purpose, result, condition 


Reason 

| went home early because | was feeling tired. 

As/Since | was feeling tired, | went home early. (We don't usually start a sentence 
with because.) 

| was feeling tired, so I went home early. (This is very common in spoken English.) 
The reason | went home early was that | was feeling tired. 


We can also use because of with a different construction. Compare: 
They go there because the weather is wonderful. (because * noun * verb) 
They go there because of the wonderful weather. (because of * (adjective) * noun) 


Due to means the same as because of, and is often used to explain the reason for 
a problem. 
The plane was late due to bad weather. (Due to is often used after the verb be.) 


Common 


It's a pity you can't go on holiday because Chiclayo is very nice. (NOT It's a pity you can't go on 


holiday beeause-ef Chiclayo is very nice.) 


We moved house because of my father's work. (NOT We moved house beeause my father's work.) 


Purpose 
A purpose is an intention or reason for doing something. 
The purpose of the meeting is to plan next year's timetable. [the reason for the meeting] 


We often introduce a purpose using so (that) or (in order) to: 

| bought this book so (that) | could improve my English. 

They went home early (in order) to watch the match on television. 
We moved house so (that) we could send our children to this school. 
She went into town (in order) to do some shopping. 


Result 

These link words/phrases are used when one thing happens because another thing has 
happened. Therefore and as a result are more formal than so, and less common in spoken 
English. 

| left my ticket at home, so | had to buy another one. 

They've got more money, and therefore they can afford to buy the best football players. 

| forgot to send the email. As a result, no one knew about the meeting. 


Conditions 

We sometimes use whether [if] when we are not sure about something. 
| didn't buy it because | wasn't sure whether you d like it. 

| spoke to the others, but | don't know whether they're coming. 


We'll be late unless we leave now. [if we don't leave now] 
Unless the weather improves [if the weather doesn't improve], we won't be able to go. 


| have to go now, otherwise [because if | don't] I'll miss the last bus. 
You'll have to turn up the music, otherwise [because if you don't] they won't be able 
to hear it. 


You can borrow it as long as you bring it back by Thursday. [but you must bring it back] 
You can wear what you like as long as you look quite smart. [but you must look quite smart] 


I’m taking my umbrella in case it rains. [I’m doing A because B might happen later.] 
Take some money in case you need to get a taxi. 
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Exercises 


Rewrite the sentences using because of. Make any necessary changes. 


1 | couldn’t play because my arm was broken. couldnt play because af my broken arm. smn 
2 Teresa got the job because her exam results were good. .................. eerte 
3 The weather was terrible, so we couldn't eat outside. ........... ttt tetto 
4 Asshe had a-cold, she didn't go to schools EE REEF FEN mamas NMMNM EDU QE E EM RENR RUD MEE M E EE: 
5 The light was bad, so the referee stopped the game. ,......ee ttis 
6 The traffic was terrible; | was late. esses ned mem oi dE al A EM M MEC UE NÉ e M M CMM EE EE AME 
7 He'sonly 17, and therefore he can't vote. dosis ccs RIGEN E E CN E 
Complete the sentences. 

1 I must write that letter now, therwise ll forget to do it. 

2 I'll take some sandwiches with me... eee | get hungry. 

3 We agreed to buy my daughter a dog... she takes it for a walk every day. 

4 -| left early aiiis pit miss the rush-hour traffic. 

5 My girlfriend didn't feel very well............................... , we left the party quite early. 

DO eee there's a problem, | won't disturb you. 

1 You can borrow my dictionary... you bring it back on Monday. 

8 You'd better tidy your room, s.s.s your mother will be angry. 

9 [sent Luiza an invitation, but | don't know... she's coming. 
10. “TG geese eee ross | didn’t ring you was that I'd lost your phone number. 


Complete the memo. 


e^o . 
DI 
To All Staff X CC BCC 
From Daniel Myers X 09 August 


Subject Temporary roadworks 


From next Monday, the council are closing both approach roads to the factory. The !| purpose ^ |ofthis, 
| believe, is to install new gas pipes. ; gni this will create long delays, could | please 
ask staff to leave home a few minutes early in the morning?| ^  — jeveryone gets here on 
time. The roadworks also mean that you won't be able to park on the street, and^] sit 
may be a good idea to leave your cars at home 5[_ Jitis absolutely impossible for you to 
use public transport. 


I haven't been told6[ ^ |theroadworks will continue for the whole week, but | will let 
you know as soon as possible, and | apologise for the inconvenience. 


Daniel Myers 
Office manager 


Complete the sentences in a way that is true for you. 
| want to improve my English because 
| don't know whether my English 


| often need to write words down, otherwise | 


| don't get many opportunities to practise my English, therefore 


Speaking English may be important in order to 
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95 Formaland informal English 


BEEN Formal English 


Formal English is more common in writing, but you will also hear examples in more formal 
spoken English, e.g. announcements, speeches, television news, or discussions. 


NOTICE IN A CAFE: Only food POLICE STATEMENT: The man is being 
purchased [bought] here may be eaten questioned regarding [about] the 

on the premises [here]. robbery last night. 

BUSINESS LETTER: | regret to inform you THEATRE ANNOUNCEMENT: The play will 
[| am sorry to say] that we are unable to ... commence [start] in two minutes. 
INFORMATION NOTICE: If you require STATION ANNOUNCEMENT: The next 
[need] further assistance [more help], train to depart [leave] from platform 7 
please contact the above address. will be the 7:22 to Reading. 

FORMAL LETTER: We are not in a AIRPORT ANNOUNCEMENT: Will 
position to grant [give or allow] you a passengers for Miami please proceed 
visa to this country. to [go to] gate 36. 


BEEN) informat English 


Informal language is more common in spoken English, and also in most emails or letters to 
friends. The words and phrases in bold in these dialogues are all informal. 


A: Who's Callum? A: What are you up to this evening? 

B: Amate [a friend] of mine. [What are you doing?] 

A: Really? B: Nothing much. Why? 

B: Yeah, | see him quite a bit [often]; he's a nice A: Well, would you like to see the new Coen 
bloke [man]. Brothers film? l've heard it's great 

[very good; syn terrific]. 

A: Toby, I’m afraid I can't make it [come] B: Really? My brother saw it and said it was a 

this evening. load of rubbish [terrible]. 


B: Oh, that’s a shame. 

A: Yeah, I’m sorry, but the thing is [the problem 
is], Ella's not well, so l'll have to look after the 
kids [children]. 

B: OK, don't worry. There will still be twelve or 
so [about twelve] at the meeting, and 
l'll ring you later and let you know 
what happens. 

A: Cheers [thanks]. That would be great. 


E 
I bet [I’m sure] you're hungry. Language 
: Yes, m dying for something to eat. 
[want to eat something very much] 
A: Well, | think you'll find some stuff in 
the fridge. 


D> 


We often use the uncountable noun stuff, especially in 
spoken English, to refer to an uncountable noun or a 
group ofthings. We do this when others know what we 
are talking about, or if we don't need to be exact. 

Put this stuff in the cupboard. [e.g. plates, food, toys] 
We carried our camping stuff [equipment]. 

What's this stuff in the fridge in the blue bottle? [liquid] 


196 English Vocabulary in Use Pre-intermediate and Intermediate 


95.1 


95.2 


95.3 


95.4 


95.5 


Exercises 


Put the words into the correct column on the right. 


depart mate formal informal 
cheers commence 


regarding terrific depart 
purchase bloke 


proceedto kids 


Now write a synonym for each of the words in 95.1. 


EE LR 
we o e NN 
C NNNM 


Replace the underlined words and phrases with more informal words or phrases. 


1 lm sure your parents are pleased? / Ze... 

2 ld love to come, but the problem is, my mother wants us to go and see 
Ner. — — 

3 | watched that new series on TV last night. It was absolutely terrible... 

4 What are you doing this weekend? „sssr 

5 Lreally want something to drink... 

6 None of them can come on Monday. 

7 

8 

9 


rrrrer ti trir itt ett it ett ie tt iris 


Jamie is a friend of mine. 
We go there often. 


You can leave all those books, files and papers on the desk. ........ 
10 We should be able to get approximately 40 on the COACH. sss 


Rewrite the underlined eoo 
parts of this letter in more 


suitable formal English. 
To M. Collins x  * 7:03 AM (3 hours ago) 


Perry etree er 


: Dear Mr Collins 


ssssesssesssssssessssssssssssssssssssssssssssesssssssssess 


OENAR REOTA Wee abouysespblicdton to he coeiiora 
—— disablsd pang spag c ouide you homes We re sordlo- Say? 
———— ist ws cit usb allow "HS auc EE IE 
—  Ó € esnoneibllity-of the Hichwave Agency: 


We suggest that if you need more help^, you should contact 
them on 01727 717 317. 


Dictionaries will tell you if a word is formal or informal/spoken. Use your dictionary to find out 
if the underlined words here are formal or informal/spoken. What do they mean? 


1 | thought the film was a drag. 3 It's a scary film. 
2 Smoking isn't permitted. 4 This watch cost fifty quid. 
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Completing forms and CVs 


Types of form 

e aregistration form where you enter your name on an official list, e.g. at a school or 
college (also called an enrolment form when you are applying 
to do a course of study) 

* an entry form if you want to enter for an exam, e.g. Cambridge English: First 

e alanding card for people from some countries when they enter the UK 


e avisa application form when you make an official request to enter or leave some countries 


Language of forms 
When you fill in [complete] a form, you will see that they often have more formal expressions. 
In spoken English, ideas may be expressed differently. 


written 


date of birth - When were you born? 
place of birth - Where were you born? 
country of origin - Where do you come from? 


marital status - Are you single or married? 

date of arrival - When did you arrive? 

date of departure - When are you leaving? OR When did you leave? 

signed - Write your signature [the special way you have of writing your own name] 


Curriculum vitae 

If you apply for a job, you need to send a letter and a CV (curriculum vitae or résumé in 

American English), which should give: 

e personal details [information about you such as your name, address, email address, etc. ] 

e details about your education and qualifications, e.g. university degree, teaching 
certificate, etc. 

e your work experience [the jobs you have done] 

e your interests [what you enjoy doing] 

e Skills [abilities you have learned and practised, e.g. ability to speak a foreign language] 

e career aims [what you want to do in your future working life] 

e names of people who will give you a reference [a letter written by someone who knows you 
which says if you are suitable for a particular job] 

If you apply to university, they require [need; fm/] a personal statement in which you must 

explain why you want to go to this university; why you want to follow this particular course; 

details of your educational background; your skills; your interests. 


Tips for writing a CV or personal statement 

Atip is a useful piece of advice. Here are some tips for writing a CV or personal statement. 

e ACV should be no longer than two pages; a personal statement no more than 45 lines 
of text. 

e Type your CV or personal statement (handwriting is not suitable). 

e Keep it simple. Don't make it complicated [difficult to understand]. 

e Check there are no mistakes. 


e Make sure the information you give is relevant [connected to and useful for the particular job]. 
For example, if you are going to be working on your own [without others], don't say that you 
are good at working in a team [with a group of people]. 
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Exercises 


What forms do you have to complete in these situations? 


1 You are just arriving in Britain and you come from a country outside the European 
Union. .Alanding card 

2 You are applying to do an English course at a school in Britain. 

3 You are going to do a Cambridge exam. — nt 


4 You want to travel to the United States this summer. 


BRRRRRRRRRRRARERRSERRARRRERRARARERRAEAATARARRATARERAT ERAT 


Write these sentences in more informal English. 


1 What was your date of arrival? When did yon arvive/get here? — tt 
2 What’s your date of birth? RRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRMMRRRMRRRRNMERERRCEKMRMMEHRREMWMWRWMMKKMEM 
3 What’s your country of origin? 
4 What'syourmaritalstatus? gg kaa MM MM CMM FRE M EE 
5 What’s your date of departure? 


SNe REN ER eR RETR EERE EERE EEE ERE TERE EOEEREE ESE ST ERT ERS ERETEEREE EET ERESEST ESSERE SESE EEERET EEE EE SESE ES ERS EES ESEEESTEREEES EES ERESEST ESSERE ERO E OR ER ET ERE EET 


Match the words on the left with the information on the right. 


1 personal details a I| would like to become a radio producer. 

2 education [] b Trainee at Northern Radio Station, Jan-June 2007 

3 qualifications [C] c Leona Phillips, 18 Mansion Road, Beckington BE2 3RJ 

4 work experience [] d Idirect plays for a theatre group, and help with a children’s charity. 
5 career aims C] e letter from Mr J. Tobin BA, MA (University tutor) 

6 interests L] f BAHonours degree in Media Studies 

7 references C] g Kent University 2007-2010, Ainslie Grammar School 1999-2006 


Answer correct or incorrect. 


It’s OK to make one or two mistakes in my CV. eorrect n 
| need to type my CV... 

It's OK if my CV is three pages long. 
My CV should be complicated. s. 

For an admin job, it is relevant to say | have computer skills. 
| can put down a driving licence as one of my skills. 
| can put down travelling abroad as a career aim. 


RRARRAERRRERRRRREEERERRATERAFERRRAVERERIAR 


FRA ERSERSEREARRMERIVIATEROHFIETRAHE EFI. 


FR AY EREERETEATESERHAETESEHMETEETTESETHT EE. 


-4oU1 4» Q0 N20 FE 


Replace the underlined words with a word or phrase that has a similar meaning. 
1 Dolhaveto complete this form? fill in 


2 Monica gave me a useful piece of advice about shopping in America. 
3 Ishall be alone most of the time. se siad 

4 They sent the form back to me because | didn’t write my signature at the 
DOOM. - 1, re spp 

Please contact us if you need any morehelp. eee. 


6 | think I’m good at working as part of a group of people. 


on 


Over to 


Answer the questions. If possible, ask someone else the same questions. 


1 Have you ever written a CV? If so, what information did it include? 


2 Have you had to write a personal statement? If so, why? 


3 On a CV, what would you put as your interests, your skills, and your career aims? 
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Writing an essay 


The basis of a discursive essay* 

In a discursive essay you have to express your own ideas and point of view [opinion]. It is also 
important to show that you understand both sides of an argument [reasons for something and 
reasons against something]. This means you need to understand and use different link words 
and phrases such as in addition, however, etc. (See Unit 93.) 


* an essay that discusses a subject 


Expressing a point of view Language 

Some people believe [Some people 

think] that no one should be sent to You can express a personal point of view with phrases 
prison under the age of 18. such as I believe / think that ... or It seems to me 
There is an argument [a reason to think] that ... but you can also use less personal and direct 
that everyone should have a university ways of expressing a point of view, as in the phrases 


education. on the left. Many people think it is better not to use /n 
my opinion in written essays. 


Giving both sides 
of an argument 
One of the advantages of being an only child is that you have more attention from your 
parents. However, it can be lonely without the company of brothers and sisters. 


On the one hand, computers can do so many things faster than human beings. On the other 
(hand), some people are becoming dependent on them, which is not a good thing. 


Comparing and contrasting* 

We often make comparisons between groups of people, or between the past and the present. 
Compared with / to my grandparents, | have had much more opportunity to travel abroad. 

In the past people didn't have computers, but nowadays there is one in almost every home. 

Most parts of the developed world have become richer in the last thirty years. In contrast, many 
countries in Africa have become much poorer. 


* saying how two things are similar and how they are different 


Making generalisations 

Sometimes asimplestatementis not accurate, e.g. Young people preferto watch American films. 
This is not true for all young people, so we use certain words and phrases to show that we are 
making a generalisation [saying that something is true most of the time or in most situations]. 

In general, Japanese society is more focused on groups than individuals. (syn on the whole) 
Teenagers tend to have [usually have] more freedom than in the past. 


Cause and effect* 

Poor diet and lack of exercise are the main causes of obesity [reasons for being very fat]. 
Obesity is often the result of a bad diet and not enough exercise. 

People don't eat the right food or get enough exercise, and consequently [because of this; syn 
as a result] they put on weight. 

Poor diet can cause obesity, and this can have a bad effect on people's health. 


* how something happens, and then makes something else happen 


Language 


Don't confuse the verb affect and the noun effect. 
Pollution can affect people's breathing. 
Pollution can have an effect on people's breathing. 
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Exercises 


Match the definitions on the left with the examples on the right. 


1 expressing a point of view a Canada has a smaller population than the USA. 

2 making a comparison [ ] b People tend to retire at a later age. 

3 describingthe result of something [] c Some people believe we should never go to war. 

4 showing both sides of an argument [ | d Animals die because we're cutting down the forest. 

5 making a generalisation [ ] e Television can make children lazy. However, there 
are many programmes with real educational value. 


One word is missing in each sentence. What is it, and where should it go? 


It seememe that there is a problem. to 

One ofthe advantages studying law is that it should lead to a good career. 

It is important to give sides of the argument. 

Too much time spent in front of a television can have a bad eff ect children. 

People like to have freedom of choice. On the other, too much choice can be a bad thing. 
Time tends go faster as you get older. 


NOBBWHDN BE 


Choose the correct word to complete the sentences. Sometimes both are correct. 


1 There is not enough food, and Consequentlyy on the other hand people are dying. 


2 Advertising is so powerful that it causes / affects people to buy things they don’t want. 
In addition / However, it can help them make the right choice when they buy things. 

3 In general / On the whole people have more access to education than fift y years ago. 

4 Supermarkets are very convenient because you can buy almost everything you want. 
On the other side / hand, they are putting small shops out of business. 

5 The north of the country is much richer compared with / to the south. 


Complete part of this essay on the advantages and disadvantages of the Internet for children. 


One of the! advantages — of the Internet is that children have access to so much 
knowledge and information.? .................... , many children can access this 
knowledge from their own homes; they don't have to go to libraries.? unsern ; 
some of the information on the Internet is unreliable and out-of-date, and there are 
ee ee , we need 
to control the way that our children use the Internet, and there is certainly an 

2 for much stricter controls on the websites that people are allowed to 


Merten entr 


create. If we don't do this, the Internet could have a bad 9 on children. 


F9 rrr 


Rewrite the sentences following the instructions in (brackets). 


1 People who drink and drive should go to prison. (Show that this is a personal opinion.) 


oor ee nn 
RAXRRRRERARRRRRERRAETRRTERARERARARRRETAERTERARRRARARERTERTERARRTARARRRRRERRRTRRTERARARERERERARRFERARERTRERTREYRRTERARRRERERRRTRREREATRRRRTERAETEREREATARERRRRAETRRTRRARERERRRRAETERTERARRRERTARETERTRRRRRSERARRRTERERAAEARRRSAPREVERERISTERTEMET 


BARERERERRRERERRARTRRTERERRFERERRERREREREARAERARERRRRRRRRRARRTERERRRARERRATERTERERRRERERRATERTERRRRERRRRREAERTERATARARERRRERARERERERERERRRAETARERERERERRRERERRRTRERRRRERRERERAETERTRRYRRERERERERERTRRTERERERRRERERERERERERERERATERERTATATEMAT 


4 Children played on their bikes. Children spend most of their time in front of a computer. (Make this 
a comparison between the past and the present in one sentence.) 


NSAERRETERERRESERERSESTERTERERRTERERRAETRERTERERRTERETATEREREREERTAERAETATERERRRERRTERAERATARETETERRTERAERTARERERAERRTERERATERERRRERRERRATRSERERERERRERRERATATERATRREESTRETARATERATRRERERRERAERAETERATRRRERETERERRTERATARERETERATATERATEFERRHRMATATEPE. 


5 Many people work longer and longer hours. They don't have time for hobbies. (Show the 
connection between these two statements in one sentence.) 


BARATARATATARATARORRSTERATATARATARTRESTRRARATARATARURSARAYERTARATATARERERARATERATATARARERATATERATERURATARARATESATETARATERTRERERATARRRTERAETAHEREATATERATERTRRERRATATARARRRERATERATATERATEREROETERATATORATERURETETATATERATOFEROTETATATERET 
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98 


Formal letters and emails 


AY A formal letter 


202 


10 Baldwyn Gardens 
Ealing 

London W5 8PR 

8 August 


Dear Sir or Madam! 


I am writing? in response to? your advertisement about job opportunities for 
graduates*. I have just completed a degree in Economics at Durham University, and 
I would be grateful if you could? send me further details? of the graduate training 
schemes you mention. I am available" for interview at any time. 


I look forward to hearing from you.? 


Yours faithfully? 


Niko m " 


Nicole Drew 


! use this beginning if you don't know the person's name 

? This is a common way to start a letter. 

? in reply to 

^ people with a university degree 

? this is slightly more polite/formal than Please could you ... 

* information about something (plural noun) 

T free 

8 This sentence is often used to close a letter when you expect a reply. 


? Use this ending if you don't know the name of the person you are writing to. If you know the name, 
end the letter with Yours sincerely, or Kind regards. 

10 Writing your name like this in a particular way is a signature. It is normal at the end of a formal letter 
to sign your name first [write your signature], and then print it, e.g. Nicole Drew. 


Useful words and phrases 

Thank you for your letter regarding [about] the damage to your vehicle. 

| regret to inform you [I am sorry to say] that your application [official request for something] has 
not been successful. 

| am pleased to inform you that your application has been successful. [I am happy to say] 

| am writing to enquire about English courses at your school. [ask about] 

You will need to confirm the booking in writing [write to say that the booking is certain]. 

We would like to thank you for offering your support [say thank you for offering your help]. 
We would like to apologise for [say sorry for] the delay [when something arrives later than 
expected]. OR Please accept our apologies for the delay. 

| enclose a cheque for £100. [I am sending a cheque for £ 100 in the same envelope as this letter.] 
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Exercises 


98.1 Correct seven more mistakes in the email. 
e^o 


From Michael Ridley x ~ 7:03 AM (3 hours ago) 


Sw 
Dear sir or Madame 


| write with response to your advertisement for trainees in yesterday's newspaper, 
and | would be greatful if you could send me further detail. 


| look forward to hear from you. 
Kind regards, 
Michael Ridley 


98.2 Finish the sentences. 


If you don't know the person you are writing to, you start Dear Sir or Madam — 


If you would like more information, you ask for further ............... 
A common way of closing a letter is / look forward ............... n 
If you don't know the person you are writing to, you end Yours ........... 
If you know the name of the person, you can end Yours ........ 
Another way of ending a letter is Kind „ssns 

At the end of the letter you also write your 


NoOnBBWN rnm 


Maa utetes enema rusas es erm 


98.3 Rewrite the phrases and sentences in more formal English, starting with the words given. 
Keep a similar meaning. 


1 Thanks for the letter about the fire. Thank you for your letter „regarding the fire. sus 
2 lm sorry to tell you ... ssh i a DE E E 
3 I’m happy to tell you... | 8TTi assa EIFE RR d M EMI ida m dS 
4 Are you free on Wednesday? ciu ———————— 
5 |wantto ask about the dates of the course. | woulc like tos deudas ND MM CMM MEM M EE 
6 We want to say sorry for the delay. Please accept aocdbsies edd deu aa 
7 Please send me the details. I would De sessusstectiznddtul tam cM MED MM ME 
8 Could you say that's definite in a letter? So ato ——" 
9 I’m sending a copy of my CV. nsns ME 


98.4 Complete the letter. 


Mr Wilkinson, 


Matthei rr 


R*sseessaosasusessessonsasesssenesusesesn || |  SESERERRARERERRATARSERTARETAREPAFEREESSS 


| am? in to your letter of 10 February 
: the delivery of the Maxwell dining table and four chairs that you ordered. 


In the middle of January there was a fire at the factory and it had to close down for 
almost a week. The recent heavy snow has caused further problems, and coming so soon 
after the busy Christmas period, We > ccsssssssesssesscesesseenssssarseeess to inform you that there are 

à of up to four weeks on most orders. 


OMA 


We promise to do everything we can to speed up deliveries, but in the meantime we would like 
to” for the obvious inconvenience this has caused. 


OLD 


qeu 


James Porter 
Customer services manager 
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204 


Informal emails and messages 


An email 

! We can begin an informal email 
or letter with Hi Beth, Hello Beth, 
or Dear Beth. 


? a funny person 
3 planning or intending to 


* make contact, e.g. by phone, email or 
text 

> want (to see) infml 

ê say hello to Conrad from me; also send 
my regards to Conrad. With family 
members and very close friends we also 
say give / send my love to. 

T again, as before (here it is used to say 
thank you one more time) 


8 We can end an informal email/letter to 
a close friend or family member with 
Love or Lots of love. We also often use 
Best wishes or All the best when we 
end a letter or email to a friend. 


Messaging 


Hi Emma 


Sorry it's been ages! since? I last got in 
touch, but I just wanted to let you know? 
that I’m coming to Birmingham in two 
weeks’ time? - actually? just before your 


birthday. 


Sounds great, when exactly? 


That's perfect. Can you contact 
Mark and I'll book a restaurant? 


Great! Anyway’, better get 
back to work. See you soon! 


1a longtime 

? from a time in the past until now 
3 tell you 

4 two weeks from now 


12 March. Could we get together? and go out for 
a meal? Maybe Mark could join us’ as well? 


From Sophie C. Y 


Hi! Beth 


Just a quick message to thank you for dinner last night. 
Absolutely delicious, as always, and | really enjoyed 
meeting your friend Alice. She's a laugh?, isn't she? 


I’m hoping to? get tickets for the film festival next week, 
so l'Il be in touch‘ to see if there's anything you fancy? 
seeing. 

Give my regards to® Conrad when he gets back from 
Poland, and once again', thanks for last night. 


Love? 
Sophie 


Language 


We can use actually to give more exact 
information, as in the letter (syn in 
fact). We also use it a great deal in 
spoken English to say something which 
is surprising or different from what you 
expect, e.g. He looks Italian, but 
actually he's not. (Syn in fact) 
Actually does not mean at the moment, 
e.g. The land is currently for sale (NOT 


The land is actually for sale). 


? (see Language help) 
meet for a social reason 
come with us 


6 
; 
8 used to change the subject or end a conversation/letter 
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9:47 AM (2 hours ago) 


Exercises 


99.1  Findfive more phrases using words from the box. 


ih give be once best let in to again you 
weeks touch my a regards’ time wishes know 


be in touch 


RRRERTEREERERENERESEREERREEREEERAETESTEREREFRRTEFRTERERRTFRRERTERARRSERERENSTESARERER «= = = -SEEREEREEEEEEEEREEETEREEREEEEEEEE EEE ER ERE EEREEERSEREERE TEER TREE ERE EEE E EEE R ED 
RSTRRSTEFTEREREFERERESTRETERERESTETERETEFTFETERTERTRERERTETERESERAFASERFERETEFEER =| - SE EREREEEEREREEESEEEEEEE EE EREEEETEOEREE ESTERS EST EERE EET E EE EEEE EEE EEEEEEEE 


RRSRRARRTERTERAETRESARETRSTESERETEFEREAERATESTRERFRERERARRRERTERATESERERRARRRARETARR — à  RATARERAERERSERERERETRSTRAERETESTESERETERTRATRRTETETATESTATAEATESEMETEATESERESETEPET 


99.2 Write these phrases in different ways. The phrases can be similar but don't repeat exactly 
the same words. 


1 Hello Julie (x | Julie 

2 HelloMark . 4 Les Mark 

3 Give my love to Patricia — / e eesttsttnststestnstesstes ttti Patricia 
4 Love Evelyn —— | | .mseemssesetskdtssitumme gu , Evelyn 
5 Bestwishes, Sam) —— 8 O Messina ,Sam 


99.3 Rewrite the sentences using the word in capitals. Keep a similar meaning. 


1 Do you want to come with us? JOIN Do you want to {24 452... ette 
2 Do you want to go? FANCY DO VOU) ———————— 
3 I’ll write soon. TOUCH | ——————————— eer 
4 It looks new, but actually it isn't. FACT It looks new, but assess etes E E. 
5 Ill tell you as soon as possible. LET M UNI RR RE 
6 I’m going three weeks from now. IN lupi —————————— 
7 Jamie is very funny. LAUGH Jamile RETE 
8 Let's meet for lunch. GET Let’S m————————— 
9 | haven't written for ages. SINCE lt S asus an AMEN AME MA 


99.4 Complete the email with words from the box. 


touch join fact together hoping in 
let since give ages actually anyway 


oso 
From Jonny M. x ~ 4:42 AM (5 hours ago) 
Dear Gilberto 


| haven't been in 1 fo2| — l-rm sorry about that. In 
3 —  ],lvebeenrealybusy^| sd last wrote because 


l've got a new job in TV - ?  m— it’s with the BBC. I’m doing research 
for various documentary programmes and I’m © [-—— — — to go to Brazil 


:[ ] three months’ time. If so, lII obviously get in touch. 
It would be great if we could get8 [|], and maybe Filipe could 


o|  Jusifhesfree.'?| ^  J,lllwrite again soon. | hope 


things are going well with you, and 1! | . . me know when the baby 


arrives. And, of course, '? | — j|myloveto Teresa. 


All the best, 
Jonny 
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Abbreviations 


Letters or words? 

Most abbreviations are spoken as individual letters. 
EU European Union 

UN United Nations 

PM Prime Minister 


MP Member of Parliament 

BBC British Broadcasting Corporation 

ID identification, e.g. Do you have an ID card? 

PC personal computer 

CV curriculum vitae [a history of your job experience] 
ISP Internet Service Provider 


Occasionally abbreviations are spoken as words, e.g. AIDS /e1dz/ and PIN /pin/ [personal 
identification number, especially used with a bank/credit card] 


Language 


We use the verb stand for to ask about the meaning of an abbreviation. 
A: What does EU stand for? 
B: European Union. 


Some abbreviations are written forms only, but pronounced as full words. 

Mr Scott (mister Scott) St Mark's Church (Saint Mark's Church) 
Mrs Bryant (misses Bryant) Dean St (Dean Street) 

Dr Chapman (doctor Chapman) 


MEETS Written forms only 


Abbreviations as part of the language 
Some abbreviations (from Latin) are used as part of the language. 


abbreviation pronunciation meaning 


et cetera . let 'setoro/ and so on 


exempli gratia .g. Ard for example 


id est i.e. /a1'ii/ that's to say / in other words 


a) Shortened words 


Some common English words can be shortened, especially in spoken English. In some cases, 
the shorter form is more common and the full form sounds quite formal, e.g. refrigerator, 
influenza, gymnasium and veterinary surgeon. 


phone (telephone) fridge (refrigerator) 

maths (mathematics) exam (examination) 

board (whiteboard/smartboard/blackboard) plane (aeroplane) 

case (suitcase) photo (photograph) 

ad/advert (advertisement) flu (influenza) [illness like a cold but more serious] 
gym (gymnasium) lab (laboratory) [special room where scientists work] 
bike (bicycle) sales rep (sales representative; syn salesperson) 
TV/telly (television) vet (veterinary surgeon) 


paper (newspaper) 
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Exercises 


100.1  Arethese sentences correct or incorrect? If a sentence is incorrect, change it to make it correct. 


ISP stands for Internet Service Player. „/ncorrect. It's Internet Service Provider, 
BBC Stands for British Broadcasting Company... ase REM C ME 
MP stands for Minister of Parliament: sissssse odis REDE Mp Mm M E E 
PC stands for personal computer.  uasxsuuxaseditpddt ipM NER REMARQUES cepa ME MK 
UN stands for Unified Nations. ————————————————————Á—Á 
ID stands for identification. gi 
CV stands for curricular vitae. 


NOUA Q0 N20 FE 


100.2 What abbreviations in written English are often used for these words or phrases? 


1 Mister ELL a NAI E RT 5 inotherwords „ssn 
2 torexample. uscuudssitidid 6 Salt  mesaaeddiedd 
3 andSoon sssr T. Doctor pincrrmenmmbememcats 
4 Street 


100.3 Rewrite this note, making it more informal by using short forms where possible. 


Luke 


maths 
Olly had a mathematies examination this afternoon and then had to take his 


bicycle to the repair shop, so he'll probably be a bit late home. You can watch 
television while you're waiting for him, and please help yourself to anything 
in the refrigerator. If there's a problem — for example, if Doctor Brown 
rings about the influenza vaccination, my telephone number is next to the 
photographs on the dining room table. | should be home myself by about five. 
Fam (Olly’s mum) 


100.4 Complete the sentences with suitable words, shortened words or abbreviations. 


1 Itwas a warm day, so! put the milk and butter in the ............ -— — : 
2 Hedidn't want to walk, so he went on his 
3 If you go to Mediterranean islands, 
a car. 
4 |f you want to apply for the job, you'll need to send your... with a letter 
of application. 
The dog was sick, so we had to take her to the 


ssssssssssssssssssssosssssssssssssssssss 


corr 


5 
6 In that shop on the corner you can get books, pens, writing paper, 
7 |took my large bag with me on the plane, but l didn'thavea s. 
8 When Isold my CDs, I put an in the paper and had three replies the same day. 
9 If you use the cashpoint, remember you'll need your... number. 
10 What does MP oo css for? 


11 We did some experiments in the chemistry 
12 My uncle isa sales 


RN rer rire ree tre 


100.5 Here are some more abbreviations. What does each one stand for, and where will you 


see them? 
PTO MEO RSV a BSHD uas MN 
IMO DOB PS 


w*atsatussosasasesasssensessesssssuenuen 00000000 7S. 77 ausssesssssseuasususssosesssesasssesusen 0000000000000 TENET TREE TREE RRO renee 
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Phonemic symbols 


Vowel sounds 

Symbol Examples 

A / sleep me 

h/ happy recipe 

// pin dinner 

P4 foot could pull 
pr casual 

/u / do shoe through 
lel red head said 

E arrive father colour 
/3 | turn bird work 
Py sort thought walk 
Ix / cat black 

"vi sun enough wonder 
/p/ got watch sock 
E part heart laugh 
le name late aim 

fa / my idea time 
E. boy noise 

je / pair where bear 
Pa hear cheers 

| | go home show 
fa / out cow 

/ | pure fewer 


Consonant sounds 

Symbol Examples 

/p/ put 

/b/ book 

/t/ take 

/d/ dog 

/k/ car kick 

/ / go guarantee 

It / catch church 

/d / age lounge 

/f/ for cough photograph 
/v/ love vehicle 

E thick path 

[3 this mother 

/s/ Since rice 

Izl zoo surprise 

[4 shop sugar machine 
[d pleasure usual vision 
/h/ hear hotel 

/m/ make 

/n/ name now know 
/1/ bring 

/l/ look while 

/r/ road 

/j/ young 

/w/ wear 


. This shows that the next syllable is the one with the stress. 


, This is used when some longer words have a second stress, less strong than on the main 


stressed syllable. 
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245 


Index 


The numbers in the Index are unit numbers not page numbers. 


The pronunciation provided is for standard British English. 


abit [slightly] obit 91 
agreatdeal ogreit di:l 39 
alaugh əla:f 99 

alittle (bit) o'litol 91 

a load of rubbish ə loud pv 
'rAbif 60 

alongtimeago ə lpp tarm 
ə'gəu 59 

a paper ə'perpə 100 
apieceofsth ə pils pv 
'samOrg 86 

areturn orrta:m 28 

a week/month/year (etc.) [every] 
ə wiik mAnO jio 36 
abbreviation ə,bri:vr'erfən 53 
ability o'biloti 71 

able 'erbəl 71 


above ə'bav 90 
aboveall o'bavo:l 57 
abroad o'bro:d 37 
absent ‘Xbsant 38 
absolutely Xbso'lurtli 89 
accent ‘Xksont 33 


accept ok'sept 1 
access (to sth) ‘Xkses 
accident "Xksidont 29 
accommodation 

o,komo'derfon 46 
accordingto  o'ko:drp tu: 52,67 
accountant o'kauntont 35 
accurate(ly) ‘Xkjorot 33 

ache n,v eik 20 

achieve o'tfirv 39 
achievement o'tfirvmont 39 
act[dosth] Xkt 58 
act[perform] Xkt 43 


48, 55 


acting ‘Xktin 43 
active ‘Xktiv 1 
actor ‘Xkto 43,71 
actually ‘Xktfuoli 99 


ad/advert Xdod'vs:t 100 

add Xd 25 

addsthup KXd'sam@in ap 61 
add to basket/bag dtu: 'ba:skit/ 
bXg 55 

addition 5'drfon 61 

adjective ‘Xdiktiv 4 

admin ‘Xdmin 36 

admission od'mifon 30 

adult 'X dalt 14 

advantage 2od'va:ntida 26 
adventure holiday əd'ventfə 
'‘holoder 46 

adverb 'Xdvs:b 4 

advert ‘Xdvsa:t 44,52,100 
advertisement od'v3itismont 52 
advice od'vais 1,86 

advise od'vaiz 36,88 

afford o'fo:d 19 

afraid (of) o'freid 7T 


Africa ‘Xfriko 5 

after [follow sb/sth] ‘a:fto 90 
after [time/event] 'a:fto 92 
afterthat ‘a:ftodXt 92 
afterwards 'a:ftowədz 92 
against [compete] o'genst 42 
against [touching] ə'genst 
ages ‘eldjiz 99 

agesago  'eidasizo'goo 60 
agree [have the same 
opinion] o'gri: 67,77 
agree [say yes] o'gri: 87 
aim emn 39 

air conditioning eo 
kon'difonin 17 
airforce eoafo:s 35 
aircraft ‘eokra:ft 47, 73 
airline ‘eolam 73 
airport ‘eapo:t 73 

alarm o'la:rm 74 

album ‘Xibom 44 

alive o'laiv 14 

all over [everywhere] 2:l 
'o0vo 45 

allthe best 5:1 óo best 99 
allow ə'lau 14 

almost ‘o:lmoust 14 
alone a'loun 15 

aloud o'laud 1 

alphabet ‘Xlfabot 33 
also ‘o:lsou 93 

although o:l'dau 93 
altogether ,o:lta'geda 13 
amazed o'meizd 89 
amazing [very good] 

a'meizin 89 

amazing [very 

surprising] o'meizig 89 
ambition Mm'bifon 39 
American o'merikon 5 
among o'ma4 90 
amount o'maunt 3,19 
andsoon Mndsaunn 100 


© IN 


anger ‘Xngo 12 
angrily ‘Xygrili 91 
ankle ‘Xnkol 9 


anniversary ,Xni'v3:sori 15 
announcement 2o'naontsmont 
4T 

annoyed o'noid 89 

annoying o'noug 89 

annual "Xnjool 45,72 
answerphone ‘a:nsofoun 53 
ant Xnt 8 

antique n KXn'tiik 63 
anti-virus software X nti-'vairas 
'softweo 55,54 
anxiety KMy'zaroti 12 
anxious ‘Xnkfos 11,1 
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anyway [more 
importantly] 'eniwer 92 
anyway [returning to an earlier 
subject] 'eniwer 99 
apartfrom | o'pa:t from 75 
apartment 2o'pa:tmont 17 
apologise forsth  5'ppladsaiz fo: 
'samOrg 65, 98 

apology 2o'pplodsi 65 

appear [become visible] 5'pio 70 
appear [seem] 5'pio 85 
appearance o'piorons 10 
application (computer) 

Mpli'kerfon 54 

application (job) X pli'keifon 

37, 98 

apply forsth o'plar fo: 'samOrr 

37 

appointment o'pomtmont 38 
approach ə'prəvtf 29 
approximately 9o'proksimotli 
10, 14 
Arabic 
architect 
architecture 


‘Mrobik 5 

‘arkitekt 34,35 
‘arkitektfa 34 
Argentina ,a:dgon'tiina 5 
Argentinian ,a:dgon'tinion 5 
argue 'a:gju: 1 

argument [angry discussion] 
'a:gjomont 1 

argument [reason to think] 
‘argjomont 97 

armchair ‘a:mtfeo 18 
army 'a:mi 35,59 

arrange o'reinds 38 
arrangement 2o'reimndamont 38 
arrest o'rest 56 

arrival o'rarvol 96 

article ‘artikel 52 

artist ‘artist 71 

arts aits 34 

as [because] Xz 94 

as [when] Xz 92 

asa result XzorrzaAlt 94,97 
asif/though Mzif/dou 85 
aslongas MzlonXz 94 
assoonas XMzsuinNz 92 


aswell(as) Xz wel 93 

Asia 'eio 5 

asksbforsth a:sk 'sambpdi fo: 
'samOrg 87 


ask sb the way  a:sk 'sambpdi da 
wel 29 

assistance a'sistons 95 
at[place] Xt 90 
at[o] Mt 55 
atall Xto: 67 
atfirst Mt 'fsist 14 
athome Xt houm 


, 92 
19 
atleast Xtlist 1,62 


atnight Mtnait 27 

atonce Xt wans 75 
atriskof Xt'riskov 51 
attheend Xtóiend 78 
atthe moment Xt do 'moomont 
78 

atthe sametime Kt ðə serm 
taim 60 

athlete ‘XOli:t 41 

athletic XO'letrk 10 
athletics X O'letiks 41 
atmosphere ‘Xtmosfio 22,32 
attachment a'tXtfmont 55 
attack n o'tXk 59 

attack v o'tXk 56 

attempt n,v o'tempt 87 
attend o'tend 32,38 
attendance o'tendons 38 
attitude ‘Xtitju:d 68 
attract attention  o'trX kt 
a'tenfon 39 

attraction o'trXkfon 50 
attractive o'trXktrv 10 
aubergine ‘subozi:in 24 
audience ‘o:djons 44 
Australia ps'trerlio 5 
Australian  ps'treilion 5 
author '5:09 43 

available ə'verləbəl 47,98 
average [typical] "X vorids 10 
avoid o'void 87 

awareof o'weorpv 77 
away [distance] ə'wer 26, 28,62 
awful ‘o:fol 2,89 

B&B bi:ondbi: 46 
babysitter "beibrsito 73 
backupsth b¥kap'sam@in 54 
backache 'bXkerk 20 
backpack 'bXkpXk 21 
backup 'bXka4p 54 

bag bXg 64 
bagel 'beigl 49 
baggage reclaim ‘bX gids 
ri'klerm 47 

baguette bX g'et 49 

bakery 'berkəri 39 

balcony ‘bXlkoni 17 

bald bo:ld 84 

ballet (dancer) ‘bX ler 44 
ballot ‘bX lot 57 

bandage ‘bX ndidy 20 
bank (of a river) bX nk 27 
bankaccount bx ynko'kaunt 19 
bankloan bXņkləun 19 
bar (of chocolate) ba: 64 


barbecue n,v ‘barbikju: 25 
basic ‘beisik 33 

basket ‘barskit 23 

bass guitar bers gi'ta: 44 


bass guitarist bers gr'ta:rist 44 
bath ba:0 16 

bathroom 'ba:0ru:m 18 
battle 'bXtol 59 

BBC .bi:bir'si: 100 

be (just) aboutto bi: a'baut tu: 
75 

be delayed bi: di'leid 65 


be dying for sth bi: 'dair fo: 
'SamOrg 95 

beheldup bi:heldap 65 

beintouch bi:intatf 99 

be into sth [like sth] bi: ‘into 
'SsamOrg 68 

beach bi:t[ 51 

beach holiday bi:tf 'holəder 46 

beans bi:nz 24 


bear bea 8 

beat bist 42 

beauty ‘bju:ti 10 
because bi'koz 94 
because of bi'kozpv 94 
bee bi: 8 

beef bi:f 24 


before [place] bi'fo: 90 
before [time] bi'fo: 92 
behave bi'herv 3 

behaviour bi'heivjo 86 

belief bi'li:f 57 

believe [think] bi'lizv 97 
believein bi'liiv ın 57 

bell bel 63 

belongto bi'lpg tu: 77 

below bi'lou 90 

bend n,v bend 29 

beneath bi'nisO 90 

beside [nextto] bi'said 90 
besides [giving another reason] 
bi'saidz 92 
besides [in addition] bi'saidz 93 
bestfriend best frend 13 
best wishes best 'wifiz 99 
beyond bi'jond 90 
bicycle 'baisrkol 28 
bike bark 28,100 
bilingual bai'lingwl 3 
billion ‘biljon 61 

bin bin 38,86 
biography bai'ngrofi 43 
birth bs:0 14 

birthday card  'bs:0der ka:d 
(a) bitofsth bit pv 'samOry 
bitter 'bito 24 

black blXk 10 

black coffee biXk'knfi 49 
blame sbforsth blerm sambpody 
fo:'samOrg 87 

blanket '"blXpkit 18 

bleed bli:d 20 

bless you bles ju: 69 

blind blaind 84 

blinds blamdz 18 

block of flats blok ov flXts 17 
blog blog 55 

blogger ‘bloga 55 

bloke blook 95 

blond(e) blond 10 

blow (ing) v bloo 7 

blow your nose bloo jo: nouz 9 
board n,v bo:d 47 

board [blackboard] n bo:d 100 
boarding card ‘bo:dign ka:d 47 
boil boil 25 

boiling ‘boilin 7 

bomb bpm 59 


I o 
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bone boon 63 

book v bok 48 
bookonline buk pn'lain 46 
boots bu:ts 21 

bored bo:d 89 

boring 'bo:ri 89 

borrow 'bprou 31 

both sides of an argument bau0 
saidz pv on'a:gjomont 97 
bother 'bpóo 16 

bottle 'bpbtol 64 

bottom ‘botom 9 

bowl boul 64 

box bpks 64 

boxing 'bpbksi 41 

bracelet ‘breislot 21 

brake n,v breik 29,72 
branch (of a company) 

bra:ntf 39 
branch (of a tree) 
Brazil bro'zil 5 
Brazilian bro'ziljon 5 

break [rest] n brerk 32 

break a record breik ə 'reko:d 

42 

breakdown breik daun 38, 80 
break in(to sth) brerk ın 56,80 
break the rules brerk Oaru:lz 32 


bra:ntf 27 


break up [end a relationship] brerk 
^p 15 

break up [end of term]  brerk ap 
32 


breast brest 9 
breathe (in/out) bri:ó 9 
breeze bri:zz 51 
brick brik 35 
bride braid 15 
(bride) groom grum 15 
bridge bri% 29 
briefly 'bri:fli 91 
bright brait 21 
bring sb luck brin 'sambodi 
lak 45 
bringsbup bry 'sambpdi ap 14 
British 'brıtıf 5 
broad bro:d 10 
broadcast 'bro:dka:st 52 
broccoli ‘brokoli 24 
broken down  'brookon daun 38 
brown braon 10 
browse braoz 55 
browser 'braozo 55 
brush your teeth braf jo:ti:0 16 
bucket ‘bakit 63 
build bild 35 
builder ‘bildo 35 
bull bol 8 
bunch bant[ 24,64 
burglar 'b3s:glo 56 
burglary ‘bs:glori 56 
burn v bsin 19 
burstinto tears bs:st 'into tioz 


175 
bus bas 28 
bus driver bas'‘draiva 73 


bus station bas'sterfon 73 


247 


bus stop bas stop 28,73 
business studies  'biznis 
'stadiz 34 
businessman/woman 
'bıznısmən/'wumən 34 
butterfly 'batəflaı 8 

button ‘baton 21 

by [how much] ba: 40 

by [near] bai 90 

by [nextto] bar 90 

by [not later than] ba: 60 
by accident bar 'Xksidont 78 
bychance bart[a:s 78 
byhand barhXnd 78 

by mistake bar mis'teik 78 
bythe way baróo wer 75 
cabbage 'kMbids 24 

cabin crew 'kXbinkru: 47 
cage kei% 8 

calculate 'kXIkjoleit 61 
calculation |, kX1Ikjo'lerfon 61 
calculator 'kXlIkjoleito 38,61 
calendar ‘kXlindo 38 

calf ka:f 24 

call [describe sb] ko: 32 
call [phone] ko: 53 
callforsb ko: fo: sambpdi 80 
calm (person) ka:m 11 
calm (sea) ka:m 51 

camel ‘kXmol 8 

camping ‘kXmpin 41 
campsite ‘kXmpsait 73 
can(ofcola) kXn 63 

can't afford (it) 19 
can'thelpit ka:nt help ıt 76 
can'tstand ka:nt stXnd 67 
canal ko'nXl 6 


cancel 'kXnsol 64 
cancer ‘kXnso 20 
candidate ‘kXMndidot 33 
Cantonese ,kXnto'niizz 5 
cap kXp 21 


capital [city] 'kXpīıtəl 5 
capital letter 'kXpitol'leta 4 
cappuccino „kX pu'tfiinou 49 
captain 'kXptın 42 

carpark ka:pa:k 25 
cardinal number = ‘ka:dinal 
'nambo 61 

care keo 57 

careeraim ko'rioreim 96 
careful 'keofol 72 

careless 'keolos 72 
Caribbean (kXri'biron 5 
caring ‘keorm 12 

carpenter 'ka:pinto 35 
carpet 'ka:pit 18 

carrot ‘kMrot 24 

carry guns '‘kXriganz 59 
carry on (with sth) ‘kXrion 79 
carton 'ka:ton 64 
case keis 100 
cash kx f 19 
cashpoint 'kX {point 
castle ‘karsol 50 
casual 'kX3juol 21 
catch (a bus/train) kXt[ 28 


19, 73 


catch (a criminal) kXtf 56 
cathedral ko'Oi:drol 50 
cause kou 97 

cave keiv 6 

CD player sit-di:'plera 31 


celebrate '‘selibreit 15,47 
celebration seli'breifoan 15 
celebrity si'lebroti 52 
cellist ‘tfelist 44 


cello 'tfeloo 44 
central heating 'sentrol 'hi:tin 


17 

century 'sent[ori 42,60 
cereal '‘sioriol 16 
ceremony 'serimoni 15 
certificate so'trfikot 3,34 
champion 'tfXmpion 42 


championship ‘t{/Xmpionfip 42 
chance [opportunity] t[a:ns 86 
chance [possibility that sth will 


happen] t[a:ns 86 
change into sth tfemg 'into 
'samOr 21 


change your mind tfeinds jo: 
maind 76 
changing room 
22 
channel [TV] ‘t/Xnol 52 
character [good 

qualities] ‘kXrikto 17 
character [personality] ‘kX rokto 
11 

charge v tfai% 19,40 
charming "t[a:mig 17 

chat n,v t[Xt 16,72 
chatshow t[Xt fou 52 
check [examine] tfek 20,47 
checkout tfekaut 48 
checkout [online 

shopping] 't[ekaot 55 
checkout [supermarket] 
'tfekaut 23 

check your email tfek jo:r 
":imeil] 55 

check-in (desk) ‘tfekin 47 
cheek t[i:k 9,68 

cheerful ‘tfiofol 12 
cheers [a toast] tfioz 69 
cheers [goodbye] tfioz 69 
cheers [thanks] tfioz 65,95 
chef fef 25 

chest tfest 9 
chest of drawers tfest pv 
dro:iz 73 

childhood '‘tfaildhud 14 
chilly ‘tfili 7 

chin tfin 9 

China 'tfamo 5 

Chinese ,tfar'n:z 5 

choice t[ors 1,18 

chop tfop 25 


'tfemdin rum 


circle ‘ss:kol 63 

city break siti breik 46 
classical music 'kIX sikol 
'mju:zik 44 


clean klizn 1,25 


clean your teeth kli:n jo: ti:0 16 
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cleaner 'kli:ino 16 

clear (sky) klə 7 

clever 'klevə 11 
clickon (a link) klik on 55 
client ‘klaront 39 

cliff klif 51 

climate ‘klarmot 6 


climate change 


close family klous fX moli 13 
clothes kloudz 22 

cloud klaod 7 

cloudy ‘klaudi 7 

coach koutf 28 

coast koust 51 

coconut ‘koukonat 24 

coin kom 19 

cold koold 7 

collar ‘kolo 21 

colleague 'kpli:g 38 
colourful ‘kalofol 71 

comb your hair koom jo: heə 9 
comefrom kam from 5 
come out [be available] kam 

aut 44,52 

come out [sun] kamaut 7 
come round [visit] kam raund 16 
comedy 'komədi 43 
comfortable 'kamftəbəl 72 
comma ‘komo 4 

commence ko'mens 95 
commita crime  ko'mit ə krarm 
56 

communicate ko'mjunikeit 1 
compare kom'peo 97 
compared with/to  kom'peod wid/ 
tu: 97 

comparison kom'pXrison 97 
competition ,kompr'tifon 42 
complain kom'plem 28,36 
complaint kom'pleint 28,36 
completely kom'pli:tli 91 
complicated ‘komplikeitid 
43, 96 

composer kom'pouzo 44 
concentrate '‘konsontreit 77 
conditions kon'difenz 36 
conductor kon'dAkto 44 
confident ‘konfidont 11 
confirm kon'fs:m 98 
confused kon'fju:zd 12,89 
confusing kon'fju:ziy 89 
confusion kon'fjurzon 12 
congratulations 
kon,grXtfu'lerfonz 69 
conjunction kon'dsApk[on 4 
connect ko'nekt 55 
connected to/with  ko'nektid tu:/ 
wld 3 

consequently ‘konsikwontli 97 
consider kon'sido 87 
consistof kon'sist pv 6,45 
consonant ‘kponsonont 33 
constituency kon'stitjuonsi 57 
consultant kon'saltont 36 
contacts ‘kontXkts 39 


'klarmot tfemnd 58 


container kon'temno 64 
contents ‘kpontents 52,64 
continent ‘kpontinont 5 
contrast n ‘kontra:st 6 
contrast v ‘kontra:st 97 
convenient kon'virniont 23,28 
convince kon'vins 88 

cook n kok 25 

cooker 'koko 18,25 

cool ku: 7 

copy 'kppi 54 

correct adj ko'rekt 70 
correct v ko'rekt 31 
cottage ‘kotidz 17 

cotton ‘kpton 63 

cough kof 20 

Could I speak to ...? kodarspi:k 


tu: 53 

(I) could not believe my eyes 
kud not bi'lirv mat arız 76 
Could you (possibly) ...? 

kud ju: 66 
countable (noun) 
country of origin 
‘pridin 96 
countryside "'kAntrisaid 27 
couple [several] 'k^pol 15, 62, 64 
courgette ko:'zet 24 

course [sport] ko:s 41 
course (of a meal) ko:s 48 
court (of law) ko:t 56 
court[sport] ko:t 41 

cousin 'kAzon 13 

cover v ‘kava 6 

crab krXb 24 

crash [computer] krX[ 54 
crashintosth — krX f 'into 
'samOrg 29 

create kri'eit 54,58 

creative kri'ertrv 11, 12 
creature 'krittfo 8 

creditcard 'kredit ka:d 73 
crime kramm 56 

crimerate kraimreit 26 


‘kauntabal 4 
'kAntri DV 


criminal ‘kriminol 56 
crisps krisps 49 
croissant ‘krwXs.a 49 
crop krop 27 
crossroads 'krosraudz 73 
crowded ‘kraudid 26 
cruise kru:z 46 

cry krua 9 

cucumber 'kju:kambo 24 
cultural 'kaltforol 26,72 
culture 'kAltfo 26 

cup [sport] kap 3 
cupboard ‘kapod 18 
cupcake 'kApkeik 49 
cure n,v kjoo 72 


curiosity ,kjoorr'psoti 12 


curious 'kjoorires 12 
curly 'ka:i 10 
currency 'kAronsi 19 
current 'kaAront 13 
currently 'kArontli 39 
curtains ‘ks:tonz 18 
cushion 'kofon 18 


custom 'kAstom 45 
customary 'kastomori 45 
customs ‘kastomz 47 
cut[computer] v kat 54 
cut [injure] v kat 20 
cut[reduce] v kat 57 
CV si:'vi: 37,96, 100 
cycle 'sarkol 28 
cyclist 'sarklist 28 
daily ‘deili 1,39,52 
damage n,v ‘dX mids 
dangerous 'deindgoras 
dancer 'da:ntso 71 
dark da:k 17 

dark (hair) da:k 10 
date [day] derit 2 
date [romantic meeting] deit 15 
date of arrival/departure 

dert pv o'rarvol/dr'pa:tfo 96 
date of birth dert pvb3:0 96 
day after day der'a:fto der 75 
day-to-day ,deito'der 36 

dead ded 1,14,59 

deaf def 84 

dealwith di: wió 36 

Dear Sir/Madam dio 

s3:/'mX dom 98 

death de0 59 


aS 


decade 'dekeid 60 
decaf diskXf 49 
decimal 'desrmol 61 


decrease n ‘di:'krizs 40 
decrease v di:kri:ss 40 
defeat n,v di'fi:t 42 
defend di'fend 59 

definite article ‘defimot ‘a:tikol 


4 

definition jdefi'nifon 3 
degree [amount] di'gri: 91 
degree [university] dr'gri: 34 


degree(s) [temperature] dr'gri: 
6,7 

delay diler 47,65,98 
delete diiit 55 

delicious di'lifas 25,89 


delighted dr'lartıd 89 
deliver drlivo 39 

demand n di'ma:nd 39 
demand v di'ma:nd 87 
dentist 'dentist 35 

depart di'pa:rt 95 

departure di'pa:tfo 47 
departures board § di'pa:tfaz 
bord 47 

depend (on sth) [not sure about 
sth] di'pend 74,77 

depend on sb [need sb to support 
you] dr'pend pn 'sambodi 77 
deposit di'ppzit 19 
depressed di'prest 12,89 
depressing di'presin 89 
depth depO 60 

design di'zain 35 
designer label di'zaina 
‘letbol 22 

despite di'spait 93 
dessert di'za:t 48 


(Co) 


destination | ,;desti'nerfon 
destroy dis'tror 58,59 
details ‘di:teilz 98 
detective di'tektrv 56 
develop di'velop 71 
development di'velopmont 71 
dial 'daro] 53 

dialling code ‘'‘darolin koud 53 
diary 'darori 38 

die dar 59 

different 'diforont 1 

different from  'diforont from 7T 
direct (a film) di'rekt 43 
directsb di'rekt 'sambpdi 29 
directing di'rektin 43 
director (of a company) 
10 

director (of a film) 
dirty 'das:ti 1,26 
disadvantage  ,disod'va:ntids 
26 


46, 4T 


dr'rekto 


dr'rekto 43 


disagree ,diso'gri: 67,70 
disappear ,diso'pio 70 
disappointed  ,diso'porntid 
12,89 

disappointing ,diso'pointin 89 
disappointment  ,diso'porntmont 
12 

disc jockey (DJ) disk 'djnki 73 
discuss di'skas 71 
discussion dr'skAfon 71 
disease di'ziiz 20 

dishonest di'sonist 11,70 
dishwasher ‘difwofor 18 
dislike n,v di'slark 68 
display di'spler 45 

distance 'distons 6,62 
disturb di'sts:b 30 
divide[maths] di'vaid 61 
divide [separate] di'vaid 32 
diving ‘daivm 51 

division di'vison 61 

divorce di'vo:s 15 

DJ (disc jockey) ,di:'dger 73 

do [study] du: 32 

do a bit/lot of (sightseeing/hiking 
etc.) du:obit/Ipt pv 41,50 
doacourse du:oko:s 81 
doaniInternetsearch du: on 
‘mtanet sas] 55 

doesn’t bother ‘dazont 'bnda 16 
do exercise du: 'eksasaiz 41,81 
do homework du: 'hoomwatk 

81 

do housework du: 

'hausw3:k 16, 81 

do not leave bags unattended du: 
not lirv bX gz ,ana'tendid 30 
do research durri'ss:tf 34 

do something/nothing du: 
'samOrg 'naðıy 81 

dosthup du:'samOrg Ap 21 
do the shopping du: do 

[opi 16 

do the washing/ironing (etc.) du: 
ðə 'wofin/'aronin 16 

do well du: wel 33 
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do your best du: jo: best 


33,81 
do your hair/make-up du: jo: heo/ 
'merkap 81 


do/work overtime  du:/wa3:k 
'gu0votaim 36 

do/write an essay du:/rait Xn 
'esel 33 

document 'dbkjomont 54 
documentary ,dokjo'mentori 52 
dollar 'dolo 19 

dolphin 'dolfin 8 

don'tworry doont 'wari 65 
donkey 'dppki 8 

dot (in an email address) dot 55 
double (double four 


nine) 'dAbol 61 
double room ‘dabolru:m 48 
double-click ‘daboal'klik 54 


down [further along] daun 62 
down [to a lower place] daon 90 
download daun'loud 44,55 


downstairs ,daon'steoz 17 
dozen ‘dazon 64 

Dr ‘dpokto 100 
draw (a game) n,v dro: 42 
draw (pictures) dro: 2 


dreadful ‘dredfol 2,89 
dream n,v drim 72 
dress v dres 10,22, 32 
dresses (well) 10 

dressin dresin 22 
dressup dresap 45 
drop (of milk) drop 64 
drought draot 58 
drummer 'dramo 44 
drums dramz 44 

dueto dju:tu: 94 

dull dal 26 

during ‘djuvorin 60 

duty free ‘dju:tifri: 47 
duvet 'du:ver 18 

e.g. ir'dgi. 100 

early (20s/30s, etc.) 's:li 14 
earn 3:n 19,36 

earrings ‘lormz 21,73 
east ist 6 

Earth [planet] 3:0 6 
eatin/out ist maut 16 
economics  i:ko'npmiks 34 
economist i'konomist 34,71 
economy i'konomi 40 
effect i'fekt 12,58,97 
efficient i'fifont 58 
Egypt ‘i:rdipt 5 

Egyptian 1'd&ipfon 5 
elbow ‘elbou 9 

elder 'eldo 13 

elderly 'eldoli 14,57 
elect r'llekt 57 

election i'lekfon 57 
electrical :'lektrikoal 72 
electrician ,tlek'trifon 35 
elephant ‘elifont 8 
embarrassed im'bXrast 89 
embarrassing im'bXrosin 89 
emergency i'ms:djonsi 53 


emergency services 
'S3IVISIZ 35 
emotion r'moofon 12 
emotional :i'moo[onol 12 
emphasise 'emfosaiz 3 
employ sb 1im'plor'sambpdi 37 
employee im'plori: 39 

ensuite ,an'swrt 18 

enclose in'klooz 98 

encourage in'karrida 88 
endangered animals 

in'dernda3od 'Xnimoalz 8 
endup endap 29 

enemy 'enomi 59 

energetic ,eno'd&etik 12 
energy ‘enodi 58 

engaged [busy] in'geidgd 53 
engagement in'geidjmont 15 
engineer jendgi'nio 35 
engineering ,endsi'niorig 34 
English ‘inglif 5 

enjoy (+-ing) in'dior 2,87 
enjoyable in'dorabal 72 
enormous i'no:mos 62,89 
enquire aboutsth  in'kwaro o'baot 
'SsamOrg 98 

enrolment form 
form 96 
enter(a password) 'ento 54 
entertain ,ento'tein 43 
entertainer ,ento'temno 43 
entertainment  ,ento'termmont 
43 
entrance 


I'ms:donsi 


in'roulmont 


‘entrons 1,23 
entryform '‘entrifo:m 96 
environment in'varronmont 58 
e-paper i:-'perpo 52 
equal adj 'ikwol 57 
equals v "i:kwolz 61 
equipment i'kwipmont 86 
escape i'skeip 56 

essay ‘esel 34 

essential i'senfol 55,89 
etc. et'setoro 100 

EU jiz'jur 100 

euro 'jooroo 19 

Europe 'joorop 5 
eventhough 'i:von ðəu 93 
eventually i'ventfuoli 92 
eversince 'evosins 13 
exam ig'zXm 100 
exceptfor ik'sept fo: 75 
excess baggage  ik'ses 
'bXgids 47 

excessive ik'sesiv 58 
excuse n ik'skjuss 65 
excuse me [attract 

attention] rk'skju:zz mi: 69 
excuse me [say sorry] rk'skju:z 
mi: 65 

ex-girlfriend/wife (etc.) eks 
'ga:lfrend/waif 13 
exhausted ig'zo:stid 26,89 
exist ig'zist 58 

existence ig'zistonts 58 
existing Ig'zistm 54 

exit (stop using an application) 
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v 'eksit 54 


expand ik'spXnd 1,39 

expect ik'spekt 88 

expecting a baby  ik'spektim ə 
'berbi 74 


experience [knowledge] 
Ik'sprorions 37, 86 


experience [sth that happens to 


you] ik'sprorions 86 
experiment v ik'sperimont 34 
expert 'eksp3:t 41 


explain rk'splem 31 
explain the difference between X 
andY  ik'splern 6a 'diforons 
bi'twizn eks X¥nd war 31 
explanation |, eksplo'nerJ[on 
2,31 
explode ik'sploud 59 
explore ik'splo: 50 
extremely ik'stri:mli 
facilities fo'silitiz 48 
fail(an exam) v fei 33 
fair[equal] feo 57 
fair[hair] feo 10 
fairly 'feoli 91 

fall n,v fou 40 
fallasleep fox! o'sli:p 
fallin love fo:l in lav 
fallover fo:'oovo 19,7 
family holiday fX mli 
‘holoder 46 

famous fermos 72 
fancy (doing) sth 'fX nsi 'samOrg 


1,91 


aR 


43, 66, 99 

FAQs ,efer'kju:iz 54 

Far East fa: ist 5 

fare feo 28 

farewell 'feo'wel 69 
farmhouse ‘farmhaus 27 
farming '"fa:mi 27 
fascinating ‘fXsineitin 89 
fashionable ‘fX fonabal 72 
fastasleep fa:sto'slitp 74 
fasten ‘farson 47 

fear n fio 40 

fee(s) fi: 19 

feed fi:d 16,30 


feel [believe] fi: 67 
feel [experience] n,v fid 85 
feel bad about sth  fi:l bX d a'baut 


'samOrg 76 
feelsick fisik 20 
feelings "'fitipz 12 


feet[measurement] fi:t 62 
female 'fiimerl 32,69 
fence fens 27 


festival ‘festivol 45 

fiction ‘fikfon 43 

field fid 27 

fifty-pence piece 'fifti pens pits 
19 


fight fait 59 
figures (number) 
file (computer) 


'figaz 40 
fail 54 


filemenu fail'menju: 54 
files farlz 38 

filing cabinet ‘farlin 'kMbinot 38 
fillsth in fil'samOrp ın 96 
film director film dr'rekto 43 
film-maker fılm 'merkə 73 
filthy "fii 1 

final n ‘fainol 42 

finally 'faimoli 92 

find out famdaot 79 

fine n faim 56 

fire brigade faro brir'geid. 35 
fireman/firefighter 'faromon 
'farofaito 35 


fireworks ‘farows:ks 45 
firm adj fs:m 18 
firm n fs:m 39 


first language fa:st 'IXngwidg 5 
first ofall fa:st pv orl 92 
first(ly | fa:st 92 

fit adj fit 71 

fit v fit 22 

fitness ‘fitnos 71 

fix fiks 35 

fixed (hours) fikst 36 

flag fig 63 

flat n fiXt 17 

flautist 'flo:tist 44 

flavour ‘flerva 24 

flight flait 28 

flight number flart 'nambo 47 
flood flad 58 

floor flo: 18 

flu flu: 20,100 

fluent 'flu:ont 33 

flute flu:t 44 

fly n fla: 8 

fly v fla: 28 

fog fog Z7 

foggy ‘fogi 7 

fold yourarms fauld jorra:mz 9 
folk music fook'mju:zik 44 


footballer ‘futbo:lo 71 
footpath "fotpa:0 27 
for fo: 60 


forastart fo: osta:t 92 
forages foir'erdjiz 60 
forexample  fo:r 1g'za:mpol 
forfun forfan 42 
forinstance fo:r'instons 75 
foronething fo: wan Om 92 
for pleasure fo:'plezo 41 
forthe time being fo: do tarm 
'biun 60 

forehead ‘forhed 9 

forget fo'get 2 

former ‘forma 39 
fortnight ‘fortnait 60 
fortunately 'fo:tfonotli 16 
forum ‘forram 52 

fossil fuel 'fosol 'fjurol 58 
fountain 'faontin 50 
fraction 'frXk[on 61 
fragile 'frXdsail 30 

France 'fra:ms 5 

freezing ‘fri:zin 7 

French frentf 5 


100 


frequency  'fritkwontsi 
frequently 'fritkwontli 
fresh fref 23 
freshair fref eə 27 
fridge frids 100 
fridge/freezer frids 'frizzo 18 
friendly ‘frendli 11 
friendship ‘frendfip 13 
frightened "'fraitond 12 
frog frog 8 

frontdoor frant do: 17 
fry frar 25 

fryingpan "frau pXn 25 
fullstop fulstop 4,73 
full-time (ful'tarm 37 
fully-booked foli bukt 48 
fur fs: 63 

furniture 'fs:initf[o 86 
garlic ‘ga:lik 24 

gate geit 27 

gate (3/5/10, etc.) 


iE 


(airport) gert 47 
gather ‘gXdo 45 
general election ‘denorol 
lekfon 57 


generalisation 
Qdaenorolar'zerfon 97 


generation ,denoreifon 39 
generous 'dsenoros 11 
German 'd33:mon 5 


Germany 'd3s:moni 5 
get[answer] get 83 
get[arrive] get 83 
get[become] get 83 
get[doatask] get 83 
get[fetch] get 83 
getajob getodsbpb 32 
get away [escape] 
59 

getbetter get 'beto 83 
getdivorced get dr'vorst 15 
getdressed get drest 21,70 


getengaged get in'geidsd 15 


getin [arrive] get in 80,83 
getin[enter] getin 28, 83 
getintouch getintatf 83 


get o'wer 56, 


getintotrouble get 'into 'trAbol 


32 


getlost get lost 29,50 


get married tosb get 'mX rid tu: 


'sambpdi 13,15 
getoff(abus) get pf 28 
geton (a bus) geton 28 


get on (with sb) 

getout [leave] getaot 28,83 

getoversth get 'oovo 'samOrr 
80 


getrid ofsth get rid pv 'sAm6rr 


T5, 83 
getsth back get 'samOrm bX k 
getsth done get 'samOrr dan 
getsth wrong get 'sAmóOrr) roy 
33, 83 
getstuck getstAk 26,61 
get through [make contact] 
get Oru: 53 


get on 13,79 


B [o 


get through sth [finish] 
get Oru:'samOrg 33 
getto knowsb get tu: nau 
'sambpdi 13,15, 83 
gettosleep gettu:sli:p 83 
gettogether get to'geóo 83,99 
getundressed get An'drest 70 
getup getap 16 
getusedtosth get ju:st tu: 
'samOrg 68 
getworse get w3is 83 
giant 'diaront 62 
giraffe dsrra:if 8 


give [cause aneffect] giv 82 


give a speech/lecture (etc.) giv ə 
sputf/‘lektfo 82 
give my regards/love to... giv mal 


ri'ga:dz/lAv tu: 99 

give sb advice giv 'sambpdi 
od'vais 36 

givesbahand giv 'sambpdi ə 
hXnd 82 

givesbahug giv 'sambpdi ə hag 
72 

give sb aring giv 'sambnpdi o rin 
53, 82 

givesbashock giv 'sambpdi ə 
fok 82 

give sb the sack giv 'sambpdi da 
sk 37 

give sth away grv 'samry o'wer 
19 

give sth a push  giv 'samOrr o puf 
82 

give up (sth) [stop doing an 
activity] gīv ap 42,79 

give up sth [leave a job] 
giv Ap'samOrg 15 

global warming 
'glaubal 'wo:mig 58 

go[disappear] goo 84 

go [lead somewhere] goo 84 

go (out) for a walk/drive (etc.) 
goo foir o work/draiv 84 

go (swimming/shopping, etc.) 
gou 16,41, 84 

go and get [fetch] 
83, 84 

go away [go on holiday] 
goo o'wel 79,84 

go away [leave] gooo'wer 79 

goback goo bXk 79,84 

go by bike/car(etc.) goo bar baik/ 
ka: 28 

godown gəu daun 40 

gofor[choose] goofo: 84 

go for (a swim/drive, etc.) 
gou fo: 51,84 

go grey/bald/deaf (etc.) 
bo:ld/def 84 

gointo business goo 'into 'biznis 
34 

go mad [become angry] 
goumXd 84 

go off [electricity] 

go off [explode] 

go off [go bad] 


goo X nd get 


gv grer/ 


gou of 79 
gou pf 79 
gou vf 79 


English Vocabulary in Use Pre-intermediate and intermediate 


251 


go off [ring] goonpf 79 

go on [happen] goo pn 

go on (to do sth) goo pn 
32, 34 

go on a cruise gəu pn ə kru:z 46 

goonadiet gəu pn ə 'darot 74 

go online gau ,on'lain 55 


26, 84 


go out [social activity] goo aot 
16,50 
goout[stop working] gooaot 84 


go out with sb | goo aut wid 
'sambpdi 15 

go sightseeing goo 'saitsi: 50 

gothrough gou Oru: 47 

gotobed gootu:bed 16 

gotosleep gootu:sli:p 16 

goup gouap 40 

go well/badly goo wel/'bXdli 84 

go with sth goo wió 'samOrg 22 

gowrong goorp 15,84 

goalkeeper 'gəul,ki:pə 41 

goat gout 8 

golf course gplf ko:s 41 

goodluck gudlak 69 

good/bad atsth gud/bX d Xt 
'samOrg 25,77 


good-looking ,gud'lukin 10 
gorgeous 'go:%əs 10 

govern 'gavən 71 
government ‘gavonmont 57,71 


GP ,d&i'pi: 35 
grade greid 33,34 


gradual(ly) 'grXdsuol 40 
graduate n 'grXdz3uət 34,98 
grant[allow] gra:nt 95 


grapes greips 24 
grass grais 27 

great greit 95 
greatfun greitfan 74 
great importance 

greit rm'po:tonts 74 
Greece griis 5 

Greek gritk 5 
greenhouse effect 
'griznhaus r'fekt 58 
greenhouse gases 
'griinhaos 'gX siz 58 
greet griit 69 
greeting ‘gri:tin 69 
grey grer 63 

grill nv gril 25 
ground graund 27 
growing ‘grovin 39,40 
guess n,v ges 3,72 
guidebook ‘gaidbuk 50 
guilty ‘gilti 56 

guitar gi'ta: 44 
guitarist gi'ta:rist 44 
gun gan 37,59 

gym dsim 41,100 
haggle 'hXgol 23 
hair heo 10 

haircut 'heokat 73 
hairdresser 'heo,dreso 73 
hairdryer ‘heodraio 73 
half ha:f 61 

halfa dozen ha:fa'dazon 64 


hand luggage hlXind 'lAgids 47 
hand sth out hl nd 'samO@r1n aot 
80 
handle v 
handsome 
handwriting 
hangaround hn o'raond 
happiness ‘hXpinis 71 
harbour 'ha:bo 45 
hard drive/disk hard drarv/disk 
54 
hard work ha:d wa:k 33 
hardly ever "ha:dli'evo 91 
hard-working ‘ha:d,wa:kin 11 
hate heit 68,87 
have a (swim/drink, etc.) 
51 
haveabath hXvoaba:0 16 
have a good ear for language 
hX v ə gud ro fo: 'IXngwic 33 
have a great/nice/terrible time 
hX v ə greit/nats/'terabal tarm 
50 
have a late night 
hXvoleit nat 16 
havealook hXvaluk 81 
have a look round 
hXvoalukraund 50 
haveasleep hXvosli:p 16 
have a wash/shower etc. 
hĂ v ə wpj[/faoo 16,81 
have a word with sb 
hĂ v ə wa:d wió 'sambpdi 76 
have an early night 
hX v ən 's:ili nat 16 
have children hXv 't[ildron 74 
havegotsthon hX v gpt 'samOrr 
pn 22 
have noidea hXvnouai'dia 76 
have something/nothing in 
common  hXv 'samOrp/'nAOry 
In'komon 68 
have time forsth  hX v taim 
for'sam@m 60 
headache ‘hedeik 20 
headline ‘hedlain 52 
headquarters 'hed'kwo:toz 39 
hear hio 85 
heart [in the body] 
heart of somewhere 
ha:t pv 'samweo 48,59 
heart attack ha:to'thk 20 
heat v hit 17 
heatup hi:t Ap 49 
heavy (rain) 'hevi 7 
heavy (traffic) 'hevi 74 
Hebrew 'hi:bru: 5 
heel hid 9 
height hart 10,62 
held [organised] held 45 
help help 88 
helpful 'helpfol 71 
hen hen 24 
herbaltea 'ha3:blti: 49 
hi har 99 


'hăndəl 36 
'hXnsom 10 
'hXind,raitin 96 


fo) 


hĂ v ə 


ha: 20 
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hide hard 59 

high (mountain) har 62 
highlight ‘hailait 31 
highlighter pen ‘hai,laito pen 
1, 31 

hill hil 27 

hip hip 9 


hire 'haro 19 
historic monument 
his'tprik 'mpnjomont 50 

hit hit 56 

hold an election 

həvld Xn r'lekfən 57 

hold on [wait] hoold on 80 
hold-up həuld ap 65 

honest 'pnıst 11,70 
honeymoon ‘hanimu:n 15 
hopethat... hoopóXt 88 
hopetodosth hoop tu: du: 
'samOrg 87,99 

hopeful 'hoopfol 12 

hopeless ‘houplos 27 

horrible ‘horobol 25 

horror film 'hprə film 43 

hot chocolate hot 'tfoklot 49 
housework ‘hauswa:k 16 
How about ...? [making a 
suggestion] hav o'baot 66, 69 
How about you? [asking sb sth] 

hau o'baot ju:? 69 
How are things? haoa:6rpz? 69 
How do you feel about ...? 

hao du: ju: fiilo'baot 67 
How long/wide (etc.) is ...? 
haolppg/waid x ız 62 
How'sitgoing? havuz it 

'goeuip? 69 
however hao'evo 
hug hag 82 
huge hju:da 62,89 
humid "'hjurmid 7 
hundred ‘handrod 61 
hurry (up) ‘hari 79 
hurt v hart 20 
| am pleased to inform you... ai 
Mm pli:zd tu: m'form ju: 98 
| am writing in response to ... 

ar Xm 'raitir in ri'spons 

tu: 98 
| am writing to... 


3, 97 


ar Xm 'raitin 


tu: 98 
I beg your pardon ar beg jo: 
'pa:don 65 


lbet arbet 95 

I don’t believe it ar dount br'li:v 
It 76 

I don’t fancy that a: dount 'fX nsi 
ÓNt 66 

Idon't mind ardoont marınd 66 

| look forward to hearing from 
you al luk 'forwad tu: 'hrorry 
from ju: 98 


| must apologise for... ai mast 
e'pplodsaiz fo: 65 
I regret to inform you... ai ri'gret 


tu: in'form ju: 98 


I see what yu mean ai si: wot ju: 
mi:in 67 

Isupposeso arso'poouzsoo 76 

| was wondering if you could ... 
al woz 'wAndorryg if ju: kud 66 

I wonder if you could... a: 
'wandor if ju: kud 66 

| would be grateful if you could ... 
ar wud bi: 'greitfal rf ju: kud 
98 

ie. ari: 100 

l'drather... aid'ra:óo 66 

l'Il have (chicken/fish, etc.) 
ailhXv 48 

lllleaveit ailivit 22 

l'lltakeit aiterk it 22 

I'm afraid | can't arm o'freid ar 
ka:nt 66 

I’m being served aim ‘bitin s3:vd 
22 

I’m looking for... 
22 

’msorry amm 'spri 65 

lm sorry lm late aim 'spri arm 
lert 65 

ice ais 7 

ice hockey ais 'hpki 

icon 'arkon 54 

icy ‘asi 7 


ID ardi: 100 

IDcard ai'di:ka:d. 73 
iflwereyou ifarwa3:ju: 75 
if you like 1fju:laik 66 

ill il 70 

illegal :rli:gol 70 

illness ‘ines 20,71 

image 'mmids 39 

imagine r'mXdsn 87 
immediately i'mi:diotli 55 
impatient im'peifont 11 
improve im'pru:v 71 
improvement im'prurvmont 71 
in [place] in 90 

inahurry ino'hari 26,78 
inamoment ino'moomont 78 
inarow inoroo 40 

in a week's/month's (etc.) time 

In ə Wi:ks/mAn6s tamm 


aim 'lokry fo: 


41, 73 


60, 75, 99 
in addition (to) in o'drifon 93 
in advance inod'va:ns 48 


in black/blue/brown (etc.) 
In bIX k/blu:/braon 21 
in business in 'biznis 78 
incase In kers 94 
inchargeof intfa:ds pv 
in contrast in ‘kontra:st 
in credit 1n 'kredıt 19 
in detail ın 'di:xterl 78 
infact mfXkt 99 
in fashion in'fX¥fon 22 
in future in'fju:tfo 78 
in general in'dsenorol 75,97 
in large quantities 1n la:ds 
‘kwontotiz 64 
in love mlav 15 


Kis 


in my opinion 
o'pminjon 67 
inorderto in'‘o:datu: 94 
in other words in ‘ado 
wsidz 100 

in progress 1n 'prəugrəs 30 
in response to 
in spiteof 1n spart ov 93 
intears inteoz 78 

in that case ın ðXt kers 76 
intheend indiend 14,78,92 
inthe past inóopa:st 32,97 
inthesouth indasau0 6 
inthe wild indowaild 8 
inthe world indowsa:ld 6 
intime intarm 60,78 

in writing :n raiti 98 
inyourteens in jo:timz 14 
inability ,mo'biloti 71 
inch ntf 62 

include in'klu:d 48 
income 'ınkam 36 
incometax 'ınkam tX ks 
incorrect ,inkor'ekt 70 
increase n "inkr:s 33,40 
increase v in'kri:s 40 
incredible in'kredibal 42 
incredibly :in'kredibli 91 
indefinite article im'definot 
‘artikol 4 

individual ,indi'vidguol 42 
inflation in'fleifon 40 
ingredients 1n'gri:dionts 25 
injure 'indso 30 

injury ‘indgori 29 

innocent ‘inosont 56 

insect 'insekt 8 

inside lane ‘insaidlemn 29 
insist on doing sth  in'sist pn 
‘durin 'samOr 87 

install in'sto: 35,54 

instant messaging 

'mstont 'mesidgjin 55 

instead in'sted 16 

intelligent 1n'telidsont 11 
intend intend 87 

interest n "introst 40 
interest v "introst 68 
interest rate "'introst rert 40 
interested in 'introstid ın 68,77 
interests "introsts 68,96 
Internet access  intonet 

'Mkses 48 

interrupt ,Into'rapt 65 
interview ‘intovju: 37 
into ‘into: 90 
introduce sb  intro'dju:s 
'sambpdi 69 

invent in'vent 71,80 
invention in'venfon 71 
invoice ‘invois 38 
involve in'vplv 38,45 
iron arn 46 

ironing ‘aionin 16 
irregular r'regjolo 70 
irregular (verb) r'regjolo 4 


In Mal 


6, 73 


=) 


Inris'ppns tu: 98 


Is that (Joe, Emma, etc...?) iz 
ÓNt 53 

-ish ifh 10 

ISP  ares'pi: 55,100 

Israel ‘izreil 5 
Israeli iz'redi 5 
it/that depends :t/ÓXt di'pendz 
16 

itsaidin itsedin 52 
itseemstome it sizmz tu: 

mi 97 

Italian i'tXlion 5 

Italy 'itoli 5 

item ‘aitom 23,55 

jail del 56 

jacket ‘dM kit 21 

Japan dzo'pMn 5 

Japanese .,d3Xpo'niiz 5 

jar da: 64 

jeans dirnz 21 
jealous ‘delos 12 
jealousy ‘delosi 12 
jogging ‘d&pgm 41 
join [becomea 
member] coin 35 
join [do sth with others] 
journalist 'djsmolist 52 
journey 'ds3s:ni 28 

judge ġa% 56 

jug &ag 64 

jumper 'w&jampo 21 

junction ‘&ankfon 31 

junk mail d&ank mel 55 

jury 'daoori 56 

justas dastXz 92 

keenon ki:npn 68 

keep [look after] ki:p 27 
keep [stay in a place/condition] 
kip 82 

keep (on) doing sth 

ki:p 'durin 'samOrg 82 
keepasecret ki:po''sitkrot 82 
keepintouch ki:pintatf 82 
keep offsth kip pf 'samOrg 30 
keep right/left ki:prait/left 30 
keep sb fit kiip 'sambndi fit 
keep (pets) ki:p 8 

keepsthup  ki:p'samOrg ap 82 
kettle 'ketəl 18 

keyboard 'ki:bo:d 38,44, 54 
keyboard player 'ki:bo:d 
'plero 44 

('m/you're, etc.) kidding 
16 

kids kidz 95 

kill kil 59 

kind kamnd 1,11 
kindof katindpv 76 
Kind regards kaindrr'ga:dz 98 
kitten ‘kiton 2 

knee ni: 9 

knowledge (of sth) ‘nolidg 86 
Korean ko'riion 5 

lab IMb 34,100 

laboratory lo'bprotori 34 


I- 


INA 


'kıdıy 
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ladder ‘IXdo 63 

lamb Xm 24 

land v lXnd 47 

landing ‘IXndin 47 
landingcard '‘IXndinka:d 96 
landline ‘IXndlain 53 
landscape '‘IMndskeip 6 
lane(onaroad) lem 29 
laptop ‘IMptop 54 
large laxi% 49 

large number/amount 
lard 'nambo/o'maunt 
last v lar:st 34,45, 60 
lastlong la:st lon 60 
late (50s/60s, etc.) lert 14 


19, 74 


lately ‘leitli 60 
latest ‘leitist 43 
latte IXter 49 
laugh v laf 9 
law lo: 34 
lawyer ‘loro 35 


lazy 'lerzi 11 
lead [be in front] 
leader 'li:do 57 
league liig 42 
lean liin 30 

leather 'leóo 63 


liid 42 


leave [end a relationship] li:v 15 


leave (a place) li:v 32 
leave a message li:v ə 
'mesida 53 

leave sb/sth out  li:v 
'sambpdi/'sam@1n aut 80 
leaves (on a tree) li:vz 27 
lecturer '"lektforo 34,35 
legal '"li:xgol 70 

lemon ‘lemon 24 

lend lend 31 

length lenO 62 

leopard 'lepod 8 

let [allow] let 14 

let you know let ju: noo 99 


lettuce ‘letis 24 
library ‘laibrori 34 
liedown lardaon 79 
lift n lift 17 


light [not dark] lait 17 
light [not much] lait 7,74 
lightlunch lait lantf 16 
light (rain/shower) lait 7 
lightning ‘laitnin 7 

like [similar to] lark 85 
likely ‘larkli 23 

limited number/amount/choice 
‘limitid 'namboa/a'maunt/tfors 
14 

limited vocabulary 

‘limitid va'kX bjalori 74 


link (computer) link 55 
link word link wa:d 4 
lion ‘laion 8 
lips lips 9 


listen [pay attention] ‘lison 85 
literature '‘litoritfa 43 

live adj laiv 44 

lively ‘laivli 26,50 


liver ‘liva 20 

loads ofsth laudzpv'sam@in 38 
loan loon 40 

location loo'kerfon 17 


lock v lok 70 
login/on lngin/on 54 
log off/out log pf/aot 54 
longish ‘lonif 10 

look n,v luk 85 
lookaftersb luk 'a:fto 


'sambpdi 80 

looksthup luk 'sam@In Ap 3, 
31,79 

loose luis 22 

lorry ‘lori 28 

lose (a game) lu:z 42 

lose weight lu:z wert 74 

loser ‘lurza 42 


loss los 40 
lots of character 
kX kta 17 
loud noise laud norz 74 
love v lav 68 

Love (greeting) lav 99 
luckily 'lAkoli 16 

luggage ‘lagidz 47 
lungcancer lan 'kXnso 20 
lungs lanz 20 

lyrics ‘liriks 44 

mad aboutsb mid oa'baut 
'sambpodi 77 

magnificent mXg'nifisont 50 
main course mein ko:s 48 
main meal mein mi: 16 
main road meinrood 29 
mainly 'meinli 53 
majority mo'djproti 61 
make [cause sb to do sth] 
23,81 

make [force sb to do 

sth] merk 81 
make a comparison merk ə 
kom'pXrison 97 
make a decision merk ə 


lots əv 


merk 


di'srzon. 81 
make a mistake merk ə mi'sterk 
81 


makeanoise meikonoiz 81 
make a profit/loss 

meik ə 'profit/lns 40 
make an effort meik Xn 'efot 81 
make friends meikfrendz 81 
make generalisations 

meik ,dsenorolar'zerfonz 97 
makeit meikit 95 
make (money) merk 36 
make sthup merk 'sam@in 

Ap 80 
makethebed merk óo bed 16 
make up your mind 

meik Ap jo: maind 75,81 
make yourself understood 

meik jo:'self ,anda'stud 33 
make-up 'merkAp 16 
male meil 32,69 


manage [run a business] 
'mXnida 71 
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manage [succeed in doing sth] 
'mXnidg 14 

management ‘mXnidgmont 71 
Mandarin ‘mXndorin 5 
marital status ‘mM ritol 
'steitos 96 

mark[grade] ma:k 33 
market 'ma:kit 50 

marry 'mXri 15 

marvellous 'ma:volos 89 
match v mXtf 22 

mate merit 13,95 

material mo'troriol 63 
maths mX60s 100 

me neither mi:'naióo 68 
metoo mi:tu: 68 

meal mi: 16 

mean adj min 11 

mean v mim 31 

meaning 'mi:mig 31 
measure 'mezo 31 
mechanic mi'kXnik 37 
media reporting 

'miidio ri'po:tin 52 
medicine [the 

subject] 'medson 34 
medicine [to treat an illness] 
'medson 20 

medium [meat] 'mi:diom 48 
medium height 'mi:diəm hart 10 
melon 'melon 24 

mend mend 35 

mention 'men[on 88 

mess mes 2 

metal 'metol 62 

mice mais 8 

microwave 'maikroweiv 18 
mid (30s/40s, etc. mid 14 
Middle East ,midol'isst 5 
middle-aged ,midol'eidjd 14 
mild maild 7 

mile mail 62 

milkshake ‘milkfeik 49 
million 'miljon 61 

mind v maid 68 

mind (+-ing) maind 87 
mind the step mainddastep 30 
mind yourhead  maind jo: 
hed 30 

minimum wage 

'minimem weld 36 

minor (offence) 'maino 56 
minority mari'nproti 61 


minus 'mainos 6 
minus adj ‘mainos 61 
miserable 'mizorobol 12 
mishear mis'hio 70 


miss [avoid] mis 82 
miss[nothear] mis 82 
misssb mis'sambpdi 82 
miss a chance/opportunity 
mis o tfa:ns/,ppo'tju:noti 82 
miss the bus/train (etc.) 
mis Óo bas/trein 28, 74 
missing 'misi 59 
misunderstand ,misAndo'stX nd 
70 


mix n miks 26 

mixsthup miks 'samOrg ap 2 
mobile edition  'moobail 1'difan 
52 

mobile number 
'moobail'nambo 53 
monkey 'magki 8 

monthly 'mantOli 52 

mood mu:d 12 

mosque mpsk 50 

mosquito mo'ski:tou 8 
mostly 'moostli 53 

mother tongue 'maóotag 73 
mother/brother/son-in-law 
'maðə/'braðə/'san 1n lo: 13 
motorbike ‘moutobaik 30 
mouse (animal) maus 8 
mouse (computer) maus 54 
mousemat mausmMt 54 
move mu:v 17 

MP ,em'pi: 57,100 

Mr 'misto 100 


Mrs "misIz 100 


muffin ‘mafin 49 
multiplication |, mAltrplr'ker[on 
61 


multiplied by ‘maltiplaidbar 61 
murder n,v 'ma:do 56 
murderer 'ma:doro 56 
mushroom ‘mafru:m 24 
musical 'mju:zikol 72 
mussels ‘masolz 24 

my view/feeling is 

mar vju:/'fitlin ız 67 


napkins ‘nXipkins 49 
narrow ‘nXrou 10,62 
national ‘nXifonol 52, 63,72 
navy [army] ‘neivi 35 
navy blue "nervi blu: 63 
nearby nio'bar 46 

nearest '"niorist 46,62 
nearly 'nioli 14 

necessary ‘nesosori 2 
neck nek 9 

necklace 'neklis 21 
negative 'negotiv 11 
neither do/am/can! 'naióo 
du:/Xm/kMnar 68 

nephew 'nefju: 13 
nervous 'n3:vos 11 

net net 41 

never mind 'nevomaind 65 


news nju:z 52,86 
nexttime neksttarm 60 
nice nars 11 

nice to meet you 

nars tu: mitt ju: 69 
niece niis 13 

night after night nart 'a:fto 
nart 75 


nightlife ‘naitlaif 26 
nil ni 42 

nine-to-five adj nain-tu: 
faiv 36 


noentry noo 'entri 30 
noexit noo'eksit 30 
no parking noo 'pa:kirg 30 


no problem noo 'prpblom 66,65 
novacancies noo 'verkontsiz 30 
noway/chance noo wer/ 
tfains 76 

nodyourhead nod jo:hed 9 
normal ‘no:mol 72 

north no:0 6 

north-east no:O'ist 6 
north-west no:0'west 6 
notatall notXto:l 65 

not (so) bad not bXd 69 
notreally not 'riali 76 
note[money] noot 19 

note down nout daun 2 
nothing to declare 'n4Or tu: 
dr'kleo 47 

notice n ‘noutis 30 
notice v 'nootis 88 
noticeboard noutisbo:d 38 
nought no:t 61 

noun naon 4 


novel 'nbvol 43 
now and again nao X nd 
o'gen 75 


nowandthen naoXndóen 75 
nowadays 'naoodeiz 60,97 
nowhere to park 

'nooweo tu: park 26 
nurse n3:s 35 

nursery school 'n3:sori sku:l 32 
obesity 2o'bi:soti 97 
object n 'pbdikt 63 
occasionally ə'kerzənəli 91 
ocean ‘aufon 6 

octopus 'pbktopos 8 
ofcourse pv ko:s 66 

off [absent] of 36,38 
offence o'fens 56 

offer ‘nfo 87 

official o'fifol 3 

oh[0] ov 61 

oil [fuel] oi 58 

oil [on food] oil 24 

old friend əuld frend 13 
olives 'plivz 24 

omit o'mit 80 

on[place] pn 90 
onandoff onXndof 75 
onboard pnbo:d 78 

on business pn 'biznis 78 
on display ondi'spler 78 
onearth pn3:0 6 

onfire pn 'faro 78 
onmy/yourown pn mai/jo:r oon 
15,96 

on purpose pn 'p3:pəs 78 
onrecord pn reko:d 58 
on strike pn strarık 78 

on the first/second (etc.) floor 
pn 00 farst/'sekond flo: 17 
onthe Internet pn ði 'ıntənet 55 
on the one hand 

pn do wanhXnd 97 

on the other hand 

pn ði 'Ado hXnd 97 


on the outskirts 
pn Oi 'autsks:ts 17 
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on the phone pn 0a foun 
ontheway pn ðəwer 31 
onthe whole pn ðə houl 75,97 
ontime pn tarım 60,78 

once wans 69 

once a week/month (etc.) 
wans 9 wi:ik/manð 16 

once again wans ə'gen 99 
once or twice wans 3: twaris 75 
oneday wander 60 

one pound coin wan paund 
kom 19 

one of the advantages of ... 

wan pv Oi od'vaintidiz ov 97 
onion 'Anjon 24 

only child ‘ounlitfaild 13 
open space 'ooponspeis 27 
opera (singer) 'bpporo 44 
operateonsb  'pporeit pn 
'sambpdi 35 

operating system 

'pporeiti 'sistom 54 
operation ,ppo'reifon 20 
opposite ‘ppozit 1 

orso o:sau 95 

orchestra ‘orkistra 44 
ordinary 'o:dnori 10 
organisation ,o:gonai'zeifan 38 
organise 'o:gonaiz 38 
otherwise 'AÓowaiz 94 
out[notthere] aot 53 

outof aotpv 90 

outoforder aot pv 'o:do 19,30 
out ofthe blue aut pv ðə blu: 75 
outofwork aut pv wa:k 39 
out-of-date autov'deit 78 
outside lane ‘autsaidlein 29 
outstanding ,aut'stNndin 42 
oven ‘avon 18,25 

over [more than] 'oovo 6 

over [movement] 'əuvə 90 
overcharge ,auva'tfaid 70 
overhead locker ‘auvehed 'Ipko 
4T 
oversleep 
overtake 
overtime 
overweight 
owe ou 19 

own adj oon 18,37 
own v oun 17, 26,37 
owner 'oono 37 

pack pXk 70 

package holiday 'pX kids 
‘holoder 46 
packed 'pXkt 50 
packet 


3,78 


UI 


QUvo'sli:p 65 
,Q9Uvo'teik 29 
'guvotaim 36 

'eovowerit 10 


'‘pX kit 64 

pain pein 20 

painful 'peinfol 20,72 
painless 'peinlos 72 
pair peo 64 

palace ‘pXlis 50 

panini po'ni:ni 49 

paper [newspaper] 'peipo 52 
paperwork 'perpows:k 38 
parade po'reid 45 
parcel ‘pa:sol 29 


255 


parked car pa:kt ka: 29 

parrot 'pXrot 8 

partofspeech pa:tpvspit[ 3 
partly 'pa:tli 67 

partner 'pa:tno 31 

part-time jpart'taim 37 
passanexam pa:isXnig'zm 33 
passenger ‘pXsindja 47 
password 'pa:swa:d 54 

paste perst 54 


patient adj ‘peifent 11 
patient n 'perfont 20 
pause po:z 4 

pavement 'pervmont 29 


pay n,v per 36 

pay attention pero'tenfon 76 
payback perbXk 19,40 

pay rise perraız 37 

PC pi'si: 54,100 

peace and quiet pi:s X nd 'kwarot 
75 

peaceful 'pi:sfol 72 

peach pi:t[ 24 

pear peo 24 

peas pizz 24 

pedestrian pi'destrion 29 
pedestrian crossing 

po'destrion 'krosijn 29 

peel pii 25 

pencil sharpener 

'pensal'fa:pono 31 

percent pssent 40,61 
percentage po'sentids 40 
perform po'form 44 
performance po'formons 44 
permanent ‘ps:monont 1 
permission po'mifon 66 
personal (opinion) ‘ps:sonol 72 
personal details 

'p3:sonol 'di:teilz 96 
personal statement 

'p3:sonol 'stertmont 96 
personally 'p3:sonoli 67 
persuade po'sweid 88 

pet pet 8 

phone foon 100 
phonesbback foun 'sambpdi 
bXk 53 
phonemic symbol 
fə'ni:mık 'srmbol 
photo 'fəutəu 100 
photocopier "'footoo,kppro 38 
phrasalverb 'frerzəl vs:b 4 
phrase freiz 3,4 


3,4 


pianist ‘pi:onist 44 
piano pi'Xnou 44 
pick pik 27 


pick sb up [collect sb] pik 
'sambpdi ap 79 
pick sth up [learn] 
Ap 33 
pick sth up [collect sth] 
pik 'samOrg ap 46 
pick sth up [lift sth from the 
floor] pik'samOrp ap 79 
pie par 25 
piece piis 


pik 'samOrg 


64, 86 


pill pil 20 

pillow 'piloo 18 

pilot 'paiot 35 
pineapple '‘painX pol 24 
pink prgk 63 
pipe parp 35 
pitch pitf 41 
place [town/building] 
plan plXn 35 
plane plein 100 
planet 'plXnit 6 
plant n pla:nt 27 
plant v pla:nt 58 
plastic 'plX stik 63 
platform 'plXtform 28 
play (a game) pler 41 
play againstsb pler ə'genst 
'sambpdi 42 

pleasant 'plezənt 11 
Please accept our apologies 
for... pliz ək'sept 'auər 
o'pplodsiz fo: 98 
Please could you ... 
ju:? 98 
plenty 'plenti 
plug plag 31 
plugsthin plag'sam@inin 31 
plumber 'plamo 35 

plus plas 61 

PM ,pi:'em 100 

pocket ‘ppokit 21 

pocket money 'ppkıt 'mani 86 
podcast 'ppodkarst 52 

poet ‘pouit 43 

poetry ‘pouitri 43 

point [decimal point] point 61 
point [idea] point 67 
pointofview point pv vju: 97 
pointed 'pointid 63 

Poland 'poolond 5 

police force po'liisfo:s 35 


pleis 50 


Ww [OOo | 


pli:z kud 


51, 64 


police officer po'li:ts'pfiso 35 
policy 'pplisi 57 
Polish 'poolif 5 


polite po'lait 66 

politely po'lartli 91 

political po'litikol 57 

political party po'litikol 'pa:ti 57 
pollution po'lu:fon 26 

pop music ppop'mju:zik 44 
popular 'pppjolo 44,71 
popularity ,pppjo'lNroti 71 
population ,pppjolerfon 5 
pork po:k 24 

Portuguese ,po:tfo'giiz 5 
positive 'ppzotiv 11 

post n [different meanings] 

poust 3 

post[message] poost 55 
postgraduate  ,poost'grXdauot 34 
postpone peust'poun 80 


pour (with rain) po: 7 
powerful 'paoofol 57 
prawns promz 24 
predict (the future) prrdikt 74 
prefer pri'fs: 68 

prefix 'priifiks 4 
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pregnancy 'pregnonsi 15 
pregnant 'pregnont 15 
preparation ,prepor'eifon 33 
preposition ,prepo'zifon 4 
pretty [attractive] ‘priti 10 
pretty [rather] 'priti 91 
pride praid 12 

primary school 'prarməri 
skuid 32 
Prime Minister 
'ministo 57 
print print 54 

printsth out print 'samOrr 
aot 54 


praim 


printer 'printo 54 
prison 'prizon 56 
private 'prarvot 32 


proceed pro'si:d 95 
produce v pro'dju:s 36,38 
product ‘prodakt 36 
production proa'dakfon 38 


profession pro'fefon 35 


profit ‘profit 40 

progress n 'proogros 86 
promise (+ obj) that ‘promis 

Ot 88 

promise to dosth ‘promis tu: du: 
'samOrg 87 


promote pro'moot 37 
promotion pro'moofon 37 
pronoun 'proonaoun 4 
pronounce pro'nauns 31 
pronunciation  pro,nansr'erfon 
31 

properly 'prppoli 19 
protect pro'tekt 8,59 
protection pro'tekfon 51 
proud praud 12 

proud (of) 12 

provide pro'vaid 57 
psychologist sai'kplodzist 36 
psychology sar'kplodzgi 36 
public transport 
!'pAblik 'trX nspo:t 
publish ‘pablif 52 
punctuation ,panktfu'erfon 4 
punish ‘panif 32,56 
punishment ‘panifmont 56 
pupil 'pju:pol 32 

purchase 'ps:t[os 95 

purple ‘ps:pol 63 

purpose 'p3:pos 94 

push po[ 82 

puton make-up put pn 'merkAp 
16 

puton weight put pn weit 74 
putsb through put 'sambodi 

Oru: 53 

putsth back put 'sam@in bXk 79 
putsthoff pot ''samOrg vf 80 
put sth on [make equipment 


21, 28, 73 


work] pot 'sam@inon 79 
put sth up [raise] pot 'samOrr 
Ap 79 


put sth on [put clothes on your 
body] pot'sAmOrg pn 21,79, 
80 


qualification ,kwolifi'kerfon 
34,96 
qualified 
qualify 
quality 
quantity 
quarter [one quarter] 


'‘kwolifaid 34 
‘kwolifar 34 

'kwpliti 39 

‘kwontiti 64 

'kwo:to 61 


quarter [three months] 'kwo:to 
40 

question mark  'kwest[on mark 
4 


queue n kju: 23,28 

queue v kju: 30 

quiet 'kwarot 26 

quietly 'kwarotli 91 

quit kwit 37 

quite kwait 91 

quitea bit kwart obit 95 
quite a long way kwart ə lop wel 
62 

quite likely kwart 'larkli 74 
quite often kwait'pfon 91 
rabbit 'Xbıt 8 

race n rers 42 

race v rers 41 

racing driver 'rersıņ 'drarvə 41 
rain n,v rein 7 

rainforest 'reimn,fprist 6 

raise reiz 40 

range reinds 23 

rare[meat] reo 47 


rare[unusual] re» 8 
rarely 'reoli 91 
rather 'ra:óo 91 


raw ro: 2,25 

real rio] 63 

realise ‘rislaiz 88 
reality TV show 

ri:'Mloti ti:'vi: fou 52 
really [very] ‘rioli 89 
really [ to express surprise] 


'risg 68 
reason "ri:zzon 94 
reasonable '"ri:zzonobol 19,22, 


reasonable (amount) 19 
recently 'rizrsontli 60 
reception [in a hotel] rr'sepfon 
48 

reception [wedding party] 
ri'sepfon 15 

recession ri'sefon 40 
recipe ‘resipi 25 
recommend reko'mend 46,51 
recommend (+-ing) reko'mend 
87 

recommend + that 
reko'mend ÓMt 51,88 
record n 'reko:d 42 
record v rr'ko:d 44 
recording studio 

ri'ko:din 'stjurdiau 44 

red pepper red'pepo 24 
reduce ri'dju:s 57,58 
reduction ri'dakfon 57 
reference ‘reforons 96 
refund n 'rifand 23 
regarding ri'ga:din 95,98 


region '"riidgon 6 

regional 'ri:dsonol 52 
registration form 
redi'strerfonfo:m 96 
regret n,v rr'gret 98 
regular 'regjolo 49 
regular (verb) '"regjolo 4 
regularly 'regjololi 55 
reject v rr'dsekt 80 
relatingto rri'leiti tu: 3 
relations ri‘lerfonz 13 
relationship ri‘leifonfip 15 
relatives ‘relotivz 13 
relax ri'IXks 71 
relaxation ,ri:lIXk'serfon 71 
relaxed ri'IXkst 32 
relevant ‘relivont 96 
reliable rrlarobol 11, 28, 72 


relyon rilaron 77 
remarry ,ri'mXri 13 
remind ri'maind 88 


rent n,v rent 17,19 
repair ri'pea 35 
repeat ri'pi:t 31 
repetition jrepi'tifon 31 
replace ri'pleis 23 
reply n,v rr'plar 
report ri'port 52 
reporter ri'po:ta 52 


55, 66 


represent ,repri'zent 35 
request n ri'kwest 66 
require ri'kwato 95,96 
research n ri'saitf 34 
reserve ri'z3iv 48 

resign ri'zam 37 
resignation ,rezig'neilfon 37 
responsible for ri'sppnsabol fo: 
36 

result [consequence] ri'zalt 
58,97 

result [in a 

competition] rrzalt 42 
retakesth ri:'terk 'samOrg 33 
retire ri'taio 37 

retired ri'tarod 14 
retirement ri'taromont 14,37 
review ri'vju: 46,52 


reviewer ri'vjuro 43 
revise ri'vaiz 1,33 
revision ri'vizon 33 
rewrite 'rixait 70 
ride[abike] raid 28 
right [exactly] rart 90 
right away rait o'wer 75 
rng v r 53 


ring [jewellery] n rin 21 
ringabell rin abel 75 
rink rink 41 


rise n,v raiz 40 

road sign roodsaim 29 

roast roost 25 

rob rob 56 

robber ‘robo 56 

robbery ‘robori 56 

rock rok 51 

rock climbing rok 'klaimip 41 
romantic comedy 

roo'mN ntik 'kpmodi 43 


room [space] ru:m 86 

room service ru:m's3ivis 48 
roots ru:ts 27 

rough (sea) raf 51 

roughly '‘rafli 10,14 
round[movement] raund 90 
round [shape] raund 63 
round the corner 


raund óo 'ko:na_ 28,62 


routine ru:'tiin 1 
rubsth out rab 'samOrr aot 
1,31 

rubber ‘rabo 1,31,63 
rubbish 'rabıf 86 
rucksack "rAksXk 21 
rug rag 18 


ruler 'ru:lo 31 

run [manage] ran 36,39 

run [use applications] ran 54 
runoutofsth ran avut pv 
'samOrg 38 

runway ‘rAnwel 47 

rushhour r4['aoo 26 

Russia ‘rafo 5 

Russian ‘rafon 5 

sack n,vsXk 37 

safe seif 26 

sail seil 41 

sailing 'seiliy 41 

sailor 'seilo 35,41 

salad 'sXlod 24 

salad dressing ‘sXlod'dresin 24 
salary 'sXlori 36 

salesrep seilzrep 100 
salmon 'sXmon 24 
sametoyou seimtu:ju: 69 
sand snd 51 

sandy 'sXndi 51 

satisfied with ‘sXtisfaid wió 7T 
saucepan 'so:spon 25 

Saudi Arabia 'saodio'reibio 5 
Saudi Arabian ‘saudia'reibion 5 
save [keep] serv 54,58 

save (up) serv 19,79 
saxophone '‘'sXksofoun 44 
saxophonist sXk'safonist 44 
say [give information in writing] 

sel 52,67 

say+that seróXt 88 
Scandinavia ,skXndi'nervio 5 
scared skeod 12 

scarf ska:f 21 

scenery 'si:nori 27,86 

Science 'sarons 34 

science fiction "'sarons 'fikfon 43 
scientist ‘sarontist 71 
score a goal sko:ro gooul 74 
searchn,v saitf 55,59 
seaside resort ‘si:saidri'zo:t 51 
season (inthe year) 'si:zzon 27 
season ticket 'si:zon 'tikit 28 


seatbelt si:t belt 47 
second (time) 'sekond 60 
secondary school 


'sekondori sku:l 32 
secondly 'sekondli 92 
secret 'si:krot 57 
see [find out] si: 3 
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see[use youreyes] si: 85 


see the sights si: dasaits 50 
seem siim 85 

seldom 'seldom 91 
semi-circle 'semi'ss:kol 63 


send my regards/love to 

send mar ri'ga:dz/lav tu: 99 
sense of humour 

sens pv 'hjuimə 11 

sensible ‘sentsibol 11 

series 'siori:iz 52 

serious [bad] 'siorios 20,74 
serious [important] 'siorios 15 
serious [quiet] 'siorios 11 
serve v s3iv 22 
service ‘s3ivis 48 
setoff set of 80 
setsthup set 'samOrg ap 
several 'sevorol 64 
shade feid 51 
shakehands feik hXindz 9,69 
shake your head feik jo: hed 9 
shallwe...? [Xlwi: 66 

share feo 18,31 
shark fark 8 

sharp (ly) [a:p 40 
sharpen ‘farpon 31 
shave feiv 16 
sheet [ofa bed] fist 
sheet [of paper] fi:t 
shelf [elf 23 
shine fain 7 
shining 7 

shocked fokt 89 
shocking 


6, 39 


IR leo 


'fokin 89 

shoot fu:t 59 

shop v fop 22 

shop assistant fop o'sistont 22 
shopping centre '[pbpin 

'sento 23 

Shore fo: 51 

shortofsth fort ov 'samOrg 77 
shoulder '‘foulda 9 

shout at/tosb faut X t/tu: 
'sambodi 77 

show sb around [5o 'sambpdi 
a'raund 38 


shower [bath] ‘fauo 16 
shower [of rain] ‘favo 7 
shy far 11 

sight sart 85 

sights sarts 50 
sightseeing ‘saitsi:m 50 
sign n sain 29 

sign v sain 98 


sign (of sth happening) sain 40 
signature ‘signitfa 96,98 
signed saind 96 
significance sig'nifikons 72 
silence 'sailons 30 
silently 'sarlontli 1 

silk sik 63 

silly ‘sili 11 

similar 'similo 71,77 
similarity ,srmi'lXriti 71 
simple 'srmpol 33 


since [conjunction] sins 94,99 


since [preposition] sins 60 
singer ‘sijo 71 

single [record] ‘singol 43 
singleroom ‘singalru:m 48 
sink sik 18 

sister-in-law  'sistorinlo: 13 
situation ,sitju'erfon 69 
size saiz 22,62 

ski v ski: 41 

skiing holiday 
skills skilz 96 

skin skin 9 

skirt ska:t 21 

skis ski:zz 41 

sky skar 7 

sleep n slip 16 
sleeping bag 'sli:pig big 86 
sleeve sli:v 21 

slice slais 64 

slight slart 40 

slightly 'slaitli 40,91 
smart [well-dressed] sma:t 
10, 21,32 
smell n,v 
smile v 


smel 85 
smail 9 

smooth smu:ó 1 
smoothie 'smu:ói 49 
snack snk 16 

snake sneik 8 

snow v sno 7 

snowing 'snoun) 7 
snowy 'snəui 7 

SO soU 94 

sodo/aml soodu:iKXmar 68 
sothat soo dXt 94 

soap opera soup 'pporo 52 
sociable 'səufəbəl 72 
social networking site 

'səufəl 'netwsrkin sait 55 


socket 'spkit 31 
sofa ‘soufo 18 

soft spft 18 
software 'spftweo 54 
soldout sooldaot 30 


soldier 'souldja 35,59 
solo artist 'souloo ‘artist 44 
solution so'lu:fon 58 
some people believe ... 

sam 'pi:pal bi'lirv 97 
something wrong with 
'samOrg roy wió 77 


songwriter ‘spy,raita 44 
sooner or later ‘surnor 2: 'leito 
75 


sore throat so: 0raut 20 
sorry to disturb you 

'spri tu: dis't3ib ju: 65 
sorry to keep you waiting 

'spri tu: kiip ju: 'weitin 65 
sortof so: pv 76 
sortsth out so:t 'samOrg aut 79 
sound saond 85 
sour 'saoo 25 
south sauð 6 
South America 
South Korea 
south-east 


sauð o'meriko 
sauð ko'rio 5 
sauð 'irst 6 


jn 
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'skiir ‘holoder 46 


sauð 'west 6 
souvenir ,Survonio 51 
space speis 17 

spacebar 'speisba: 54 
Spain spein 5 

spam spXm 55 

Spanish 'spXni[ 5 
Spareroom speoru:m 18 
sparetime speotamm 16 
sparkling ‘spa:kolin 48 
speaking [on the 

phone] 'spi:kig 53 
special offer 'spe[ol'pfo 23 
spectacular spek'tXkjolo 45 
speech spi:t{ 82 

speed limit spi:d limit 29 
spell spel 31 

spelling 'speli 31 

spend (money)on spendon 77 
spend time spendtarm 51,74 
spicy 'spaisi 25 

spider 'spaido 8 

spill spil 19 

spinach ‘'‘spinit{ 24 
spoonful 'spu:nfol 64 
square adjn skweo 63 
St seint/stritt 100 
stadium 'steidiom 41 

stall sto: 23 

star [famous actor] sta: 43 
starter ‘sta:to 48 

state education 

stert ,ed3o'kerfon 32 
station 

[broadcasting] ‘steifon 52 
statue 'stXtju: 50 

stay n ster 48 

stay at school ster Xt sku:l 32 
stay behind ster br'haınd 32 
stayin sterin 16 

stay out late ster aut leit 14 
stay the same ster ğðə serm 40 


south-west 


steal sti: 56 
stepfather 'step,fa:óo 13 
steps steps 17 

sterling 'st3:lm 19 
stick stik 41 
still[continuing] stil 93 
still [of water] stil 48 


stir sts: 25 
stomach ache 
store sto: 54 


'stamok erk 20 


storm stom 7 

straight streit 10 

straight away streit o'wer 75 
stranger 'streindso 69 
strawberry 'stro:bori 24 
street market stri:it 'markit 23 
stress [emphasis] stres 4 
stress[worry] stres 12 
stressed strest 26 

stressful ‘stresful 26 

strict strikt 14,32 

stripe straip 63 

stroll stroul 51 

strong (wind) stron 7 
study n 'stadi 18 


stuff staf 95 

studentloan 'stju:dontloon 19 
stupid 'stju:pid 11,71 
stupidity stju:'pidoti 71 
studentloan 19 

stylish 'starlıf 21,63 

subject 'sAbdsikt 32 
subtraction sob'trXkfon 61 
succeed (in doing sth)  sok'si:d 
34, 37 

success sok'ses 37 
successful sok'sesfol 
suddenly 'sAdonli 91 
suffer ‘safo 58 
suffer from sth 'safə from 
'samOrg 20 

suffix ‘safiks 4 

suggest (+-ing) so'dsest x 87 
suggest+ that so'dgest OXt 88 
suggestion so'djestfon 66 
sut n suit 21 

suit v suit 21,22 


34, 37 


suitable 'su:toboal 72 
suitcase 'su:tkers 47 
sun san 7 

sunbathe 'sanberð 51 
sunbathing '‘sAnbeidim 51 
sunburn ‘sAnbsin 51 
suncream sAnkrizm 51 
sunglasses 'san,gla:siz 73 


sunny ‘sani 7 
sunscreen/sunblock 
'sanskri:n/'sanblok 51 


sunset 'sAnset 27 
sunshine 'sAn[am 51 
suntan ‘santXn 51 
superb su:'p3ib 42 


support [help] 
sure fo: 66 
surf the web 

surface 


so'po:t 57,98 


s3if da web 55 
'ssifis 6 

surfing ‘ss:fin 51 

surgeon ‘'s3:djon 20, 35 
surgery [an operation] ‘s3:dgari 
20 

surgery [a place] 's3:dzori 35 


surrounded by so'raundid 
bar 27 

swap (places) swop 31 
sweater 'sweto 21 
sweets swi:ts 23 
swerve swa:v 29 
swimmer 'swimo 41 


swimming costume 

'swmmir 'kpstjuum 41 
Swiss swis 5 

switch sth off swit f 'samOry pf 
58 
switch sth on 
46, 19 
Switzerland '‘switsolond 5 
syllable 'silobol 4 
synonym ‘sinonim 1 
system '‘sistom 32 
tablet "tXblot 20 

take [accept sth] terk 81 
take [remove sth] terk 81 
take [steal] terk 56,81 


switf 'samOry pn 


take [write down] terk 81 
take (size 12) terk 81 
take (time) terk 60 


takeabreak teikabreik 81 
take a course teik o ko:s 81 
take/make a decision 
terk/merk ə dī'sızən 81 
takealook terkolok 81 
takea photo terk o 'fooutoo 81 
take/have a shower 
terk/hX v o'faoo 16,81 
take action terk 'Xkfon 58 
take away terk o'wer 49 
take/do an exam 
terk/du:Xnig'zim 33 
take care teikkeo 69 
take/do exercise 
terk/du: 'eksosaiz 16,81 
take oversth terk 'oovo 'samOrr 
39 
take part terk pa:t 42 
takesbon terk 'sambpdibpn 79 
take sth back terk 'samOry bX k 
19 
take sth off terk 'samOrg of 21, 
80 
takesthup terk 'samOrn ap 39 


take things/it easy 
terk Orgz/it 'i:xzi 81 


takeaway  terkower 16 
take-off ‘terkof 47 
talent '"tXlont 11 
talented ‘tXlontid 11 


tallish (person) tozlif 10 

tall person/tree/building 

toil 'ps:son/tri:/'bildm 62 
tap tXp 18,58 

taste [flavour] n,v teist 25,85 
taste [what you like] terst 

tasty ‘tersti 25 

tax tXks 57 

taxirank 'tXksirXnk 28 
teaching ‘ti:tfin 34 

team tiim 42,96 

tear v teo 19 

teenager 'tiinerķə 14 

teens timz 14 

tell+obj+that telóXt 88 
tellsbajoke tel 'sambpdi ə 
d&ouk 74 

telly 'teli 100 
temperature "temprot[o 
temple ‘tempol 50 

ten pound note ten paund 
nout 19 

tent tent 41,86 
term t3:m 32 
terminal (building) 
terribly sorry "terobli 'spri 
terrific to'rifik 89,95 
terrifying ‘terofaim 89 
text v tekst 53 
texting ‘tekstin 53 
Thai tar 5 

Thailand ‘talXnd 5 
thank goodness/God 

OX nk 'godnes/god 69 
thank sb (forsth) OX nk 'sambndi 


A 


6, 20 


'taimino] 47 


65, 14 
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98 
thanks (very much) Oxpks 65 
that/it depends oOXt/it dr'pendz 
16 
that sort/kind of thing 
ðX t so:t/kaind pv Om 76 
that’s a great idea 
OX ts ə grert ar'dia 66 
that’sapity OXtso'piti 22 
that'sashame OXtsaferm 22 
that’s all right/okay OX ts o:l rart/ 
o'ker 65 
thatstosay OXtstu:ser 100 
that’s very kind of you 
OX ts 'veri karnd pv ju: 65 
the best/worst thing about ... 
ðə best/wa:st 8m o'baot 27 
thecold dakould 7 
thelasttime dalarst tarm 60 
thenews dOonjurz 52 
the other day ði'aðə der 60 
thethingis... da 0m ız 95 
theft Oeft 56 
there's something wrong with ... 
Óeoz 'samOrg rp wid... 19 
therefore ‘deofo: 94 
these days ði:z derz 60 
thick [notthin] Ərk 62 
thick fog Ork fog 7 
thief Oif 56 
thin Orm 62 


think of (+-ing) Ork ov 77,87 
though dau 93 

thousand '0aozond 61 

three quarters Ori: 'kwo:toz 61 
thriller 'Orilo 43 


through Oru: 90 

throw sth away | 0roo 'samOrm 
o'wer 23,58 

throw sth to/atsb |. Oroo 'samOrm 
tu:/Xt 'sambpdi 77 

thumb am 9 

thunder ‘Oando 7 
thunderstorm ‘Oandosto:m 7 
tick tik 3 

tie tar 21 

tiger ‘targa 8 

tight tart 22 

tights tarts 21 

tiles tailz 18 

time (for us) to go/leave (etc.) 
tarım tu: gau/lirv 60 

times taimz 61 

timetable ‘tarm,teibol 32 
tin (of fruit, etc.) tin 64 

tiny 'tami 62,89 

tip [advice] tip 2,96 
tip[money] tip 2 

tired ‘tarod 89 

tired ofsth tarəd pv 'samOrg 77 
tiring ‘tarroin 89 

tissue ‘tifur 63 

to be honest tu:bi:'pnist 75 
to begin with tu: br'gm wió 92 
to some extent 

tu: sam ik'stent 67 

toast toost 86 

toastie ‘tousti 49 
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toddler ‘todla 14 
toe too 9 

tomato to'ma:too 24 
too tu: 93 
toothbrush  tu:ObrA[ 
toothpaste ‘tu:Opeist 
top top 21 

top floor top flo: 17 
topic ‘topik 2 
totally 'tootoli 67,91 
touch n,v tatf 85 
tournament ‘tuonoment 42 
towards to'wo:dz 90 
town centre taun'sento 26 
toy tor 63 

track [music] trXk 43 
track [sport] trXk 41 
tractor 'trXkto 27 
trade treid 40 
tradition tro'difon 44 
traditional tro'dr[onol 
trafficjam  'trXfik dsXm 26 
traffic light(s) 'trX frk lait 29,73 
trainers ‘treinoz 21 

training ‘treinin 37 

translate (sth into 

sth) trXnz'leit 2,71, 77 
translation trXnz'ler[on 2,71 
translator trXnz'leito 71 
travelagent trXivol'eident 73 
tray trer 49 

treat trit 35 


[o ko 


45, 12 


tree tri: 27 

trend trend 40 

trolley 'troli 23,47 
trousers 'trauzəz 21 
truck trak 28 
trumpet 'trampıt 44 
trumpeter 'trampito 44 


trunk trank 8 

trust trast 11 

trysthon trar'samOrg on 22 
try/do your best trar/du: jo: 
best 33 
T-shirt 'ti:fs:t 
tube tju:b 64 
tune tjui] 44 
Turkey 'ts:ki 5 

Turkish "ts:kr[ 5 

turn sth down [reduce volume] 
tsin 'samOrr daun 31 
turn sth/sb down [reject] t3:n 
'samOrg 'sambpdi daun 80 
turn sth off t3:n 'samOry pf 
turnsthon  t3:n 'samOrr pn 
turnsthup  t3:n 'samOrg Ap 
turning ‘tsinm 29 
twenty-euro note 19 
twentyish 10 

twice twaris 69 

twin(s) twin 13 
twinroom twinru:m 48 
type v tarp 38,96 

ugly ‘agli 10 

UK ,jur'ker 5 

UN jwen 100 

unable an'erbəl 70 


21,73 


RBS 


unbelievable anbi'lizvabol 72 
uncle 'Apkol 13 
uncomfortable an'kamftobol 
10, 72 

uncountable 

(noun) an'kaontobol 4 
under [movement] ‘anda 90 
underarrest 'Andoro'rest 56 
underoneroof 'Ando wan 
rui f 23 

undergraduate ,ando'grX dauot 
34 

underneath ,ando'ni:O 90 
undo an'du: 21 
unemployed ,anim'ploid 37 
unemployment  ,Anim'plormont 
3T 

unfair An'feo 70 


unfashionable An'fX[onobol 72 
unforgettable ,anfo'getabal 72 
unfriendly an'frendli 11 
uniform '‘jurniform 32 
United States of America 
ju:'naitid sterts pv o'meriko 5 
unkind aAn'kaind 11 

unless on'les 94 

unlikely An'larkli 70 

unlock an'lok 70 

unlucky an'laki 70 
unnecessary an'nesəsəri 2 
unpack an'pXk 70 
unpleasant an'plezənt 11 
unreasonable an'ri:zonobol 72 
unreliable ,Anri'llarobol 11,72 
unsociable An'soofobol 72 
unsuccessful ,ansok'sesfal 34 
unsuitable An'su:tobol 72 
untidy An'taidi 2 

until on'til 60 

up [furtheralong] ^p 62 

up [notin bed] ^p 27 
upanddown apMnddaun 76 
upto aptu: 45 

upload ap'loud 55 

upsetadj ^p'set 12 

upstairs Ap'steoz 17 
up-to-date apto'deit 78 
urgently ‘s:dgontli 91 

USA jur-es'er 5 

usen jurs 31 

usev juz 31 

usedto ju:sdtu: 68 

useful 'ju:sfol 72 

useless 'ju:slos 72 

username '‘jurzoneim 54 
utilityroom  juz'tilitiruzm. 18 
valley 'vXli 27 

value 'vXlju: 40 


value for money 


'vX lju: fo: 'mani 19,26 
van vXn 28 
variety vo'raroti 26,39 


vase va:z 64 
vast majority varst 
mo'd&proti 61 
veal vid 24 


vegetarian ,vedsi'teorion 24,49 


English Vocabulary in Use Pre-intermediate and intermediate 


vehicle ‘viokol 28 

verb v3:b 4 

vet vet 36,100 

via ‘vaio 29 

victory 'viktori 42 
videoclip ‘vidisu klip 55 
view vju: 17 

village 'vilida 27 

vinegar 'vinigo 24 
violence 'varolons 59 
violent 'varolont 59 
violin ,varo'lin 44 
violinist '‘varo'linist 44 
virus [computer] 'varros 54 
visa application form 

'vi:zo KX pli'kerfon foim 96 
vitally important  'vaitoli 
Im'po:tont 74 

vocational training | voo'ker[onol 
remi 32 

volleyball ‘volibo:l 51 
vote vout 57 

vowel 'vaool 33 

wage wer% 36 

waffle ‘wofl 49 

waist weist 9 
waitandsee weitXndsi: 76 
wake (up) werk 79 

wake (sb)up werk ap 16 
war wo: 59 

wardrobe "wo:droob 22 
warn (+obj +inf) worn 88 
warning ^"wo:nig 30 


wash n,v wpf 16 
washbasin "wo[,berson 18 
washing [dirty 

clothes] ‘wofin 16 
washing machine 'woJin 
mo'fi:in 18 


waste weist 19,58 
waste of money weist pv 
‘mani 19 

watch wptf 85 

waterfall ‘wo:tofo:l 6 
wave to somebody 

welv tu: 'sambodi 9 
waves (in the sea) wervz 51 
wavy "weivi 10 

way [route] wer 29 


wecould... wi:kod 66 
weak witk 71 
weakness "wi:knos 71 
wear weo 32 
weather forecast 


'wedo 'fo:ka:st 52 
webcam ‘webkXm 55 
website ‘websait 55 
wedding ‘wedin 15 
weekend break wi:kend 
breik 46 

weekly ‘wi:kli 1,52 
weigh wer 10,47 
weight weit 10 

well wel 10 

wellaware welo'weo 74 
well done [meat] weldan 48 
wellknown  welnoon 52 


west west 6 
wet wet 7 
whale weil 8 


What are you up to? wot a: ju: Ap 


tu: 95 
What do you do? 
wot du: ju: du: 36 
What do you do for a living? 
wot du: ju: du: forro'livin 36 
What do you think of/about ...? 
wot du: ju: Orpk pv/a'baut 67 
What does he/she look like? 
wot daz hi:/fi: luk lark? 10 
What does that involve? wot daz 
ÓNtin'vplv? 36 
What does X mean? 
wot daz eks mi:n 31 
What does X stand for? wot daz 
eks stk nd fo: 100 
Whatfor? wotfo: 76 
whatif wotif 76 
What's he/she/it like? wots hi:/ 
fi/itlark? 11 
whats more wpts mo: 93 
Whatson? wotson 43 
What's your job? wots jo: 
dspb 36 
wheelchair ‘wi:ltfeo 73 
whereas wear'Xz 93 
whether 'weðo 94 


while [comparing] ‘wail 93 
while [during] ‘wail 92 
Who’s calling? hurz'kor:lig 53 
Why don't we...? war dount wi: 
66 

Why not? wainpt 76 
wide [not narrow] ward 62 
wide awake  waido'weik 74 
wide choice waidtfois 74 
wide range waidreind 23 
wide vocabulary 

waid vo'kXbjolori 33,74 
widow '‘widou 13 

width wit® 62 

wi-fi password wai.fal 
'parsw3:id 46 

wild (animals) waild 8 
willing ‘wilig 33 

win win 42 

wind n wind 7 
windsurfing ‘windss:fijn 51 
windy ‘windi 7 

wing wig 8 

winner ‘wino 42 

wish wif 11 

won'tbelong waunt bi:lpg 6 


wonderful "wandofol 89 
wood wod 35 
wooden 'wudən 18,63 


woods wodz 27 


work [function] wa:k 19,38 
work experience 
waik ik'splorions 96 


workonsth warkon'sam@in 33 


workout wa:kaut 41 
work sth out wark 'samOrr aut 
61 


worry aboutsth ‘wari a'baut 
'samOrng 77 
worth [value] wa:0 56 


fo) 


worth (+ noun/-ing) w3:0 50 
would rather wud ra:óo 68 
wow wau 31 

wrap rip 49 

wrist rist 9 

writedown rait daun 2 
wrongnumber roy 'namba 53 
yard ja:d 62 

yawn jon 9 

yet jet 93 

yoga 'jougo 41 

you(don't) get... ju:get 26,27 
you know ju:nou 76 

you must be joking ju: mast bi: 
'ķəukıy 76 

Yours faithfully/sincerely 

jo:z 'fer0fəli/sın'srəli 98 

zero 'zioroo 61 

zip zip 21 

zoo zu: 8 
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Using this book 


Why was this book written? 


It was written to help you take your knowledge of phrasal verbs to a more advanced level. It is 
intended for students who already have at least an upper intermediate level of English. Many 

of you will have already worked with English Phrasal Verbs in Use Intermediate and this book 
builds on the work done there. However, it does not matter if you have gained your knowledge 
of phrasal verbs in a different way. We do not assume that you have used English Phrasal Verbs in 
Use Intermediate, although we do present and practise either different phrasal verbs in this book 
or, occasionally, more advanced uses of verbs that were presented in the lower level book. 


How were the phrasal verbs in this book selected? 


The approximately 1,000 phrasal verbs and related nouns and adjectives which are presented in this 
book were mainly selected from those identified as significant by the CANCODE corpus of spoken 
English developed at the University of Nottingham in association with Cambridge University Press, 
and the Cambridge International Corpus (now known as the Cambridge English Corpus) of written 
and spoken English. The phrasal verbs selected are accordingly also to be found in the Cambridge 
Dictionary online by going to the following website: http://dictionary.cambridge.org 


How is the book organised? 


The book has 60 two-page units. The left-hand page explains the phrasal verbs that are presented 
in the unit. You will usually find an explanation of the meaning of the phrasal verb, an example of 
itin use and, where appropriate, some comments on when and how it is used. The exercises on 
the right-hand page check that you have understood the information on the left-hand page and 
give you practice in using the material presented. 


The units are organised into different sections. 


First we start with important information about phrasal verbs in general (Units 1-4): what they 
are, how their grammar works and so on. We strongly recommend that you do these units first. 


The next section looks at some interesting aspects of more advanced phrasal verbs, dealing with 
such important issues as collocation, register and metaphor. As these are themes that are returned to 
throughout the book, it is a good idea to work through these units before progressing to other more 
specific units. 


After these two introductory sections, there is a section dealing with some of the most common 
particles used in forming phrasal verbs. Working on these units will help you to gain a feeling for 
the force of these particles and will help you have a feeling for the meaning of a phrasal verb you 
are meeting for the first time. 


The next two sections deal with Concepts (e.g. Time) and Functions (e.g. Arranging things). These 
sections are followed by a large number of topic-based units focusing on different aspects of 
Work, Personal life and The world around us. 


The final section looks at some of the most common verbs which are used to form phrasal verbs. 


The book has a key to all the exercises so that you can check your answers. At the back of the 
book you will also find a useful Mini dictionary. This provides clear definitions of all the phrasal 
verbs and related noun and adjective forms that appear in this book. The Mini dictionary also 
indicates the unit number where you can find a particular phrasal verb. 


How should I use this book? 


It is strongly recommended that you work through Units 1-4 first so that you become familiar 
with the way phrasal verbs (and their associated nouns and adjectives) operate and with the 
terminology that is used in the rest of the book. Then we suggest that you move on to Units 5-8 
and after that you may work on the units in any order that suits you. 
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What else do | need in order to work with this book? 


You need a notebook or file so that you can write down the phrasal verbs that you study in the 
book as well as any others that you come across elsewhere. 


You also need to have access to a good dictionary. We strongly recommend the Cambridge 
Phrasal Verbs Dictionary as this gives you exactly the kind of information that you need to have 
about phrasal verbs. Your teacher, however, may also be able to recommend other dictionaries 
that you may find useful. 


So all that remains is to say Go for it! (Unit 30). We hope you'll find this an enjoyable as well as a 
useful way to keep up and extend your knowledge of English phrasal verbs in use. 
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Phrasal verbs: what are they and how 


are they used? 


What are phrasal verbs? 

Phrasal verbs are verbs that consist of a verb and a particle (a preposition or adverb) or a verb 
and two particles (an adverb and a preposition, as in get on with or look forward to). They 
are identified by their grammar (more about that in Unit 2), but it is probably best to think of 
them as individual vocabulary items, to be learnt in phrases or chunks. They often - but not 
always - have a one-word equivalent. For example, you can come across a new phrasal verb 
or you can encounter it. You can pick up a language or you can acquire it. Come across and 
pick up sound less literary or formal than encounter or acquire. 


Why are phrasal verbs important? 


Phrasal verbs are extremely common in English. They are found in a wide variety of contexts. 
You may have noticed them in songs, for example the Beatles’ Pll get by with a little help from my 
friends or Roll over Beethoven, Bob Marley's Get up, stand up and Red Hot Chili Peppers' Knock 
me down. You find them in film titles such as The Empire Strikes Back, Spirited Away, Along Came 
Polly or Cast Away. They are very frequent in newspaper headlines. Here are just a few examples: 


Country's misplaced pride Cricket: England 


holds back its democracy holds out for a draw 


lem m 
educ opes Turner adds up likely cost of pensions 
to a covet-up 


Phrasal verbs are common in less formal English, but you will also hear or see and need to use 
them in more formal contexts. Register is discussed in more detail in Unit 6. 


Which phrasal verbs does this book deal with? 


This book is based on information gained from the Cambridge International Corpus (a huge 
computerised database of present-day English) about phrasal verbs and how they are used in 
contemporary English. It focuses on phrasal verbs more advanced students need to know - but in 
general does not deal with the verbs in the lower level English Phrasal Verbs in Use Intermediate. 
It includes phrasal nouns such as standby or onset (see Unit 3) and phrasal adjectives such as 
outgoing or worn out (see Unit 4). 


What can I do to help myself master phrasal verbs? 


Try to think positively about them! And, now you are at a more advanced level, try not just to 
understand them but also to use them in your own speaking and writing. 


Keep an eye open for them whenever you are reading anything in English and make a note of 
any interesting ones you find. Write them down in a complete phrase or a sentence to fix in 
your mind how they are used. 


Be aware that one of the special features of phrasal verbs is that some of them have many 
different meanings - for example, you can pick something up from the floor, you can pick up 
a language or bad habits, the weather can pick up, you can pick up a bargain, a radio can 
pick up a signal, the economy can pick up, you can pick up a story where you left it, you can 
pick someone up in your car. Sometimes the meanings are clearly related, some being more 
literal and some more metaphorical. Unit 7 deals with this in more detail. 


In this book we may not present all the meanings of the verbs that are included. You may find 
others in English Phrasal Verbs in Use Intermediate and there are still more in the Cambridge 
Phrasal Verbs Dictionary. 
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1.1 


1.2 


1.3 
EE Cambridge 


“a Dictionary 


dictionary.cambridge.org 


1.4 


Exercises 


Underline the phrasal verbs in these texts. Remember the particle or preposition may 
not be immediately next to the verb. 


1 | decided to take up gardening, so | took out a subscription to a gardening magazine and read up 
on the subject. | found out so many interesting things, such as the best time to plant flowers out 
for the summer and how to grow vegetables. I’ve really got into it now and spend hours in the 
garden every weekend. 

2 The other day we went off on a hike in the mountains. We put our wet-weather gear on as the 
weather forecast wasn't good. We set off early to avoid the rush hour and soon reached the 
starting point for our walk. The whole walk took about four hours, and when we got back we were 
exhausted. 

3 | have to catch up on my coursework this weekend as I’ve fallen behind a bit. | worked on it 
till midnight last night, but I still have loads to do. | have to hand one essay in on Tuesday and 
another one on Friday. I’m not sure whether I'll make it, but I'll try. 


Choose the correct particle to finish these song titles. 


1 Can't get you off from / outof / away from my head (Kylie Minogue) 
2 Hold you against / down / at (Jennifer Lopez) 

3 We can work it with / across / out (The Beatles) 

4 Send from / in / with the clowns (Barbra Streisand) 


Complete the sentences in the right-hand column with a phrasal noun or adjective 
based on the phrasal verbs in the left-hand column. Use a dictionary if necessary, and 
remember that the particle may come at the beginning or end of the noun or adjective. 


1 | The school took in some outstanding students Last year's... included some 


last year. 


outstanding students. 


2 | Some prisoners broke out of the local prison 


There was a(n) aaaeei at the local 


last night. prison last night. 
3 | It was an experience that put everyone off. ItWasS alli) cedere ERE ERIS experience. 
4 | She always speaks out and gives her opinion. She Is Very icis massis à 
5 | Alorry which had broken down was blocking 1 EE E E Tes lorry was blocking the 
the road. road. 


1 BIG SHAKE-UP EXPECTED IN EDUCATION 


2 | MINISTER DENIES COVER-UP 


3 | LOCKOUT CONTINUES AT AVIATION PLANT 
4 | BREAKAWAY GROUP TO FORM NEW PARTY 


The dispute is now in its fifth week. 


c 
d 
e 


There will be major changes at all levels. 


) 
) 
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a) 
b) Unity was no longer possible, a spokesperson said. 
) The event happened at 7.45 p.m. with no warning. 


There was no attempt to hide the truth, claimed Pamela Harding. 


Grammar of phrasal verbs 


Phrasal verbs with and without objects 
Some phrasal verbs take an object (transitive); others do not take an object (intransitive). 


with object (transitive) no object (intransitive) 

They're knocking down the old hotel. The path branched off! to the river. 
The plumber soon sorted out the shower problem. The noise of the train died away. 
She tied her hair back so she could swim faster. In the winter the lake froze over. 


! if a road or path branches off, it goes in another direction 


Some verbs can be used both with and without an object, but the meaning may change. Use 
the context to decide if the verb has a different meaning from the one you are familiar with. 


Polly and Beth were so clever the teacher moved them up to a higher class. (with object) 
Polly and Beth moved up to a higher class. (no object = same meaning) 

| can drop you off at the station. (with object = drive you somewhere and leave you there) 

| was sitting in the armchair and | dropped off. (no object = fell asleep, different meaning) 


Some verbs must have two objects, one after the verb and one after the particle. 


| always associate that song with our holiday in Jamaica. 
Playing tennis for three hours every evening after school deprived her of her youth. 


Position of the object 
In many cases, the particle may come before or after the object. 


The teacher marked the student down / marked down the student because her bibliography 
wasn’t up to standard. 


Very long objects usually come after the particle. 


The accident cut off domestic and industrial water and electricity supplies. 
When the object is a personal pronoun, the pronoun always comes before the particle. 


noun object personal pronoun object 
| picked my parents up / picked up my parents and l'll pick you up at 5.30. (Not: PI-pick up-yeu- 
drove them to the airport. at5.30.) 


Some verbs (sometimes called prepositional verbs) must have the object after the particle, 
even if itis a pronoun. A good dictionary will tell you if this is so. 


We've had to contend with a lot of problems lately. (Not: contend a lot of problems with) 
[deal with a difficult or unpleasant situation] 


You probably already know some of these verbs (look for, look after, cope with). 


Three-part verbs 
Some phrasal verbs have three parts - the verb and two particles. The object comes last. 


| will not put up with such bad behaviour. [tolerate] 


Other examples include look forward to, look down on, get on with, catch up on [do 
something you did not have time to do earlier], face up to [accept that a difficult or 
unpleasant situation exists]. 
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2.1 


2.2 


2.3 


2.4 


Exercises 


Look at A. Do these sentences need an object? If they do, add an appropriate one in the 
correct place. 


EXAMPLE Last summer we knocked down. 


Yes. Knock down is transitive; it needs an object. 
Last summer we knocked down the old shed in our garden. 


oU» 0h) rn 


The sound of the violin slowly died away. 

If you're ready to leave now, | can drop off at your office. 

The river in St Petersburg freezes over for several months each year. 

My son is so good at English that | think the teacher should move up to the advanced class. 
| associate with that evening we spent together in Rome. 

| was so tired that | dropped off in front of the TV. 


Put the words in the correct order to make sentences. If you can do it in two different 
ways, then do so. 


OU» 0) hN rnP| 


pick / off / you / work / the / | / and / can / at / you / from / airport / up / drop / then 

from / that / put / teacher / she / The / not / would / said / with / such / up / class / rudeness / her 
villages / The / off / several / have / mountains / in / cut / the / floods 

your / doesn't / the / improve / down / If / will / spelling / mark / examiners / you 

always / Margot / to / with / all / seems / her / cheerfully / problems / cope 


Rewrite each sentence using the verb in brackets in an appropriate form. 


1 


2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
T 
8 
9 
10 


l'll have to ask my daughter to get my Internet connection working. (SORT) 

| was so tired after work that | fell asleep in the train on the way home. (DROP) 

| was given a lower mark because my essay was over the word limit. (MARK) 

Jason has no right to despise me - he's no better than | am. (Look) 

Lara doesn't have a good relationship with one of her flatmates. (GET) 

You have to accept the fact that you will probably never see each other again. (FACE) 

Maria has got a new job taking care of an old lady. (Look) 

If you don't let the children get enough sleep, they won't be able to concentrate at school. (DEPRIVE) 
In Lapland we had to manage in some difficult driving conditions. (CONTEND) 

The road to our house leaves the main road just after the service station. (BRANCH) 


Write answers to these questions using the phrasal verb in brackets. 


1 
2 
3 


4 


uo 


What are your plans for the summer holidays? (LOOK FORWARD TO) 

What homework have you got to do this weekend? (CATCH UP ON) 

If you’ve been away somewhere by train and arrive back late, how do you usually get home from 
the station? (PICK UP) 

What is your favourite album and why do you like it? (ASSOCIATE WITH) 

What sorts of things make you feel stressed? (CONTEND WITH) 

How easy do you find it to fall asleep at night? (DROP OFF) 


Over to 


Look up these verbs in your dictionary: associate with, deprive of, contend with and face up to. 


How does your dictionary give information about the structures that these verbs require? What 
nouns do these verbs typically combine with according to the examples in your dictionary? 
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Phrasal nouns 


What are phrasal nouns? 
Like phrasal verbs, phrasal nouns consist of a verb combined with a particle. The particle may 
come before or after the verb. 


phrasal noun | meaning example 
standby ready to be used My wife's a pilot and she's on standby over the weekend. 
itnecessary We're keeping the old equipment as a standby, in case of emergencies. 
letdown disappointment | had been looking forward to the concert for weeks, but it turned out 
to be a terrible letdown. 
back-up support Nicholas can provide technical back-up if you need it. 
warm-up preparation The comedian who did the warm-up for the studio audience before 
the TV programme started was excellent. 
onset start (of something | The match was halted by the onset of torrential rain. 
unpleasant) 
input contribution Try to come to the meeting - we'd value your input. 
overkill more of something | Shall! add some more decorations to the cake or would that be overkill? 


than is needed 


Some such nouns have a corresponding phrasal verb, but some don't. For example, there 
is no phrasal verb te-kilLever. The phrasal verb set on exists but it means attack. The verb 
related to onset is set in: We couldn't continue playing after the rain set in. 


If the particle is in first place, then the phrasal noun is never written with a hyphen. If 
the particle comes second, then there is sometimes a hyphen between the two parts of 
the phrasal noun, particularly if that particle is in or up or if the phrasal noun is relatively 
infrequent, e.g. walk-on [small part, with no words, in a play], stand-off. 


When are phrasal nouns used? 
Phrasal nouns are used frequently in newspapers and informal conversation. 


! person hiding in order to travel 3 strike 
failure to reach agreement increase in size or strength 


N 
A 


Annie Who do you think will get the job - Lily Did you have a good time at 
Paul or Elsa? football last night? 

Finn | don’t know. It's a toss-up. David Yes, but we didn’t have a real game, 
[(informal) both seem equally likely] just a knockabout. 


The stress is on the first syllable in these nouns regardless of whether this is the verb or the particle. 
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3.3 


3.4 


dictionary.cambridge.org 


Exercises 


Complete these sentences using a phrasal noun from A opposite. 


1 Theseus of winter meant that there was less food for the animals and birds. 

2 | thought having a 45-piece orchestra at their wedding really was ....................... , personally. 

3 The police officer radioed for ....................... before entering the bank. 

4 Let's ask Joel what he thinks. | always find his ....................... very useful in these matters. 

5 TV producers find that studio audiences react better if they have a... to watch before 
a live programme. 

6 Our holiday in the Mediterranean was a bit of a... . The hotel was second-rate and the 


food was awful. 
7 Although Cameron usually rides his new road bike to school now, he's kept his old bike as 
does eden . 


Rewrite these sentences, starting with the cues given, using phrasal nouns from the 
opposite page instead of the underlined words. 


1 Two men who had stowed away in the container were arrested when police opened it. 
The police opened the container and .............. sss 
2 Negotiations with union members broke down after a couple of hours. 


UDIJCOUECCL RE HMM ERE 
3 The management bought out the company in 2014. 

Duc ag o IH" ——————————————Á———— 
4 Last night all the workers walked out and the factory was forced to close. 

There was arniarna renea T —-———-——eem 
5 Military forces are continuing to build up on both sides of the border. 

THET ae eer E a E EN N 


Correct the mistakes with the phrasal nouns in these sentences. 


1 There has been a stand-up for several days now in the talks between the government and the 
rebels. Neither side will make any concessions. 

2 Last year there were 15,000 new Internet business start-offs, most of which only survived for a few 
months. 

3 After years without releasing an album, Madeleine Flame has staged a comeagain with her new 
collection of love songs. 


4 Holly Have you decided where you're going this summer? 


Flora Not really. It's a toss-over whether it'll be Italy or Greece. 


5 | met Nasser and we just had a knockover on the college football pitch for half an hour. 


Choose the correct phrasal noun in each sentence. Use a dictionary if necessary. 


Putout / Output has increased this year and the factory is doing well. 

One of the robbers acted as lookout / outlook while the others robbed the bank. 

There was a sudden pourdown / downpour and we all got very wet. 

The breakout / outbreak of war in 1914 changed Europe for ever. 

Lift-off / Off-lift is scheduled for 07.00 on Friday and the astronauts will arrive at the space station 
later that day. 

There was a break-in / an in-break at our office last night. Two computers were stolen. 


O10 N rm| 
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Phrasal adjectives 


Some phrasal verbs have related adjectives. Make a note of these as you meet them. 


phrasal verb | adjective | meaning example 
go on ongoing | onewhich continues | We've had an ongoing problem with the computer system. 
wear out worn out | weak, damaged She was wearing old, worn-out shoes. 


through much use 


break down | broken- one that has In our garage we've got an old broken-down fridge. 
down stopped working 


However, this is not the case for all such adjectives. We can say 'that way of thinking is very 
outdated; but there is no related verb te-date-eut; we can say 'the restaurant was really 
overpriced’, but there is no phrasal verb te-price-ever (the verb is ‘to overprice’). 


Note the phrasal adjectives in these extracts from people talking about their dreams and ambitions. 


I’m an outgoing sort of person, so | want a career where | mix with people. 

To be honest, | find the idea of a desk job quite off-putting’; | just don't 

think I’d like it at all. l'd love to do something new, something 
completely different. 

1 makes you not like it or not want to do it 

I’ve always been very outspoken. I’m never afraid to express my opinion, 
so | think a job campaigning for an environmental organisation would 

\ suit me. I would never accept any watered-down? proposals and 

would make some very direct demands of our political leaders. 


2 made less strong in order to make more people agree with them 


| always feel completely tired out at the end of the day in my present job 

and just want to sleep. Instead of feeling cheerful after a good 

weekend, | always feel quite downcast? every Monday when the 

new week starts, so | want something new and more stimulating, 

preferably with a more go-ahead company which will bring interest 
and excitement into my work. 


3 


sad and depressed 


Here are some more examples in small advertisements and announcements. 


Forthcoming‘ events Live-in nanny wanted Caravan for sale: built- 


at the City Stadium for 3-year-old. in fridge, freezer and 
satellite TV 


^ happening in the near 


future Fold-up picnic chair For rent, cosy one-room flat 
for sale. As new. with foldaway bed. Ideal 
for student. 


When you come across a phrasal adjective, check to see whether it has a ‘matching’ verb and, if so, 
learn the two together. 
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4.4 


4.5 


Exercises 


Replace the adjective in each sentence with a phrasal adjective with the opposite 
meaning. 


There was a new carpet on the stairs. 

The newsletter has a list of recent activities at the tennis club. 

What's happened? You're looking very cheerful! 

Unlike her sister, Emily is very introverted. 

| find the cover of this novel very attractive, don't you? 

It doesn't matter what time of day it is, Polina always looks fresh. 

We are not in the habit of going to such cheap restaurants. 

When you meet my boss | think you'll find her surprisingly uncommunicative. 


ANA ABRWN Ee 


What do these pictures show? 


Dd —m! chair 
2: 'Qstutoiiebus ied car 
3 A asa ET oven 
DR EE bed 


Answer these questions about the words on the opposite page. 


In what kind of room might it be particularly useful to have a foldaway bed? 
What kind of job would not be suitable for a very outspoken person? 


What kind of job requires you to be outgoing? 

What kind of problem tends to be ongoing? 

What might you find off-putting if you are having a meal in a restaurant? 
What sorts of things do you think are often overpriced? 


c NAOn 4» C) N20 2 


Match the pairs of synonyms in the box below. 


Here are some more phrasal adjectives. Work out from the context what they mean and 
rewrite the sentences replacing the underlined words with a word or phrase that means 


the same. 


1 Ifthe union doesn't accept our terms, what should we have as our fallback position? 
2 Clara always feels left out when her brother's friends come round to play. 

3 Julian is usually chatty but his sister is not very forthcoming. 

4 You shouldn't get so worked up about every little thing. 

5 Zack met me at the airport with outstretched arms. 
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Collocation and phrasal verbs 


Why is collocation important? 

Collocation means the way words combine with one another. When learning a phrasal verb, it 
is important to note what kinds of words the verb is typically used with. For example, can it be 
used for both people and things, or only for people, or only for things? Is it typically used with 
negative things or can it be used for both positive and negative things? 


Look at this chart for the verb pore over [study or look carefully at something] and note how 
the objects it is used with refer especially to books or documents. 


pore over 


a document 


a list of names 
a manuscript 


Making a note of collocations in this way will help you remember the meaning of the phrasal 
verb. It is a good idea to learn the verb and its typical collocations as chunks of language. This 
will help you to speak and write more fluently. 


Collocations with positive or negative/problematic things 
Make a note if a phrasal verb collocates especially with positive or negative things. 


“| typical/correct collocation X| untypical/wrong collocation 


The plan was riddled with problems [/] good ideas [x]. 
The rain [7] The traffic |V] The fine weather [x] has eased off/up now. 
After hours of discussion, we hit on a good idea |v] the solution |] a stupid plan 


x 


Collocations with objects denoting people or things 


Make a note if a phrasal verb collocates especially with objects denoting people or things, or 
both. 


I’ve really gone off Sienna V| cheese /! recently. 
l'd advise you to keep in with the boss |V] Andrew Iv] the exam system |X]. 


Collocations with subjects denoting people or things 


Make a note if a phrasal verb collocates especially with subjects denoting people or things, or 
both. 


As we opened the door, water streamed into the room. | 
People were streaming into the meeting. V 
I have to dash off. | have a meeting in ten minutes. iV 
The car dashed off along the motorway. |X! [headed off / drove off at high speed would 
be more typical] 


Collocations with particular situations 
Make a note of particular situations a phrasal verb typically refers to. 


He just sailed through his exams |V| the interview |V| his breakfast |X]. [sail through is 
used with challenging things and situations] 

| was always hankering after an easier life |V] sweet food while | was on a diet V 
passing my exams |X]. [hanker after is most often used with things we cannot or should 
not have] 
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Exercises 


Answer the following questions. 


1 
2 


3 
4 
5 


What does the word collocation mean? 
Which of these are correct collocations? 


a) pore over a book 

b) pore over a view 

C) pore over a manuscript 
d) pore over a flower 

e) pore over a list of names 


What do the nouns that collocate with pore over have in common? 
Why is it helpful to learn phrasal verbs in collocations? 
What sorts of things might you note down about what a phrasal verb collocates with? 


Do the sentences below show appropriate collocations or not? 


i 
2 
3 
4 
5 


When we took our old dog to the vet, she discovered he was riddled with disease. 
The pain in his leg seems to be beginning to ease off now. 

You can always rely on Joseph to hit on an idea that will never work. 

| used to enjoy that TV series but I’ve gone off it a bit now. 

It’s usually a good idea to keep in with your bank account. 


Complete these sentences using the correct particles. 


i 
2 


BR WwW 


There is no point in hankering................. your lost youth. 

When her housemate rang to say that water was streaming................. the basement, Maria 
dashed ................ to the station to catch a train home. 

| always find job interviews really difficult, but my brother seems to sail ................. them. 

We'll have to cut down that tree - it's riddled ................. disease. 

When my sister was pregnant she drank a lot of milk, but she completely went ................. tea 
and coffee. 

Liam was bullied a bit when he started school, but it seems to have eased ................. now. 

You should apologise to Juliette's mother. It's sensible to keep ................ sss your future 
in-laws. 


Rewrite each sentence using the verb in brackets in an appropriate form. 


O10 N rm| 


Helena easily passed her driving test. (SAIL) 

| really don’t like coffee any more. (Go) 

The wind is less strong than it was now. (EASE) 

If | have a problem, | find a walk by the sea often helps me to find a solution. (HIT) 
Masses of people entered the shop as soon as it opened, hoping to find a bargain in the 
sale. (STREAM) 

There are a lot of holes in his argument. (RIDDLE) 


Over to 


Look back at any other phrasal verbs you have recently written in your vocabulary notebooks. 


Write them down in some typical collocations. You will find these in the example sentences of a 
good dictionary, e.g. the Cambridge Phrasal Verbs Dictionary. 
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Register 


Phrasal verbs in the English lexicon 
The word register is often used to refer to whether a word is formal or informal. It can also be 
used to refer to the language associated with a particular job or interest. 


English vocabulary is particularly rich because it combines a large vocabulary originating from 
Anglo-Saxon roots with a large vocabulary originating from Latin or French. This means that English 
often has words with very similar meanings from each of these sources. To give a phrasal verb 
example, you can put forward or propose an idea, where put forward (like the majority of phrasal 
verbs) has a typical Anglo-Saxon etymology, whereas propose is of Latin origin. It is interesting to 
note that propose comes from the Latin prefix pro- [= forward] added to the Latin root -pose [= put]; 
there are many other examples of where the Latin etymology parallels the etymology of its phrasal 
verb equivalent. Words of Latin or French origin tend to be more formal and so ‘proposing an idea’ is 
found more frequently in formal written English than in informal spoken English. 


Although phrasal verbs are typical of more informal English, many - like put forward, for 
example - will also be found in neutral or formal as well as informal contexts. Most phrasal 
verbs are like this. Some phrasal verbs, however, are only used in either informal or formal 
situations. We indicate throughout the book when this is the case. 


Informal phrasal verbs 
Serge How's things, Jessie? Is work OK these days? 


Jessica Not really. Sophie's gunning for! me. I think she's after my job. | mucked up? 
an important deal yesterday and she was so thrilled! 


Serge Don't pay any attention to her. 


Jessica — I know, but the trouble is Tim’s ganged up with? her now too. So it's got much 
worse. They hang around‘ together in every break and after work too. If Sophie 
doesn't shoot down? one of my ideas, Tim does. 


Serge Well, they're asking for? trouble, aren't they? You know your boss respects you, 
don't you? 


Jessica Yes, | couldn't ask for’ a better boss, that's for sure. But she's got more 
important things on her plate than sorting out petty office squabbles. 


5 
6 


1 (only used in continuous) trying to cause criticise strongly 


trouble for somebody (only used in continuous) behaving in a 
? did very badly with way that is sure to create problems for them 
3 formed a group to act against me 7 couldn't ever find, because this person 
^ spend a lot of time (with) (or thing) is the best of their kind 


Formal phrasal verbs 

In the first five examples below, the base verb is in itself formal. The base verb here is of Latin 
rather than Anglo-Saxon origin. In the final three examples, it is the specific usage rather than 
the base verb which is formal. 


The authorities finally acceded to his request for a work permit. [agreed to] 

We will attend to your request in due course. [deal with] 

He ascribes his success to hard work in his youth. [explains] 

The presence of the gene may predispose a person to heart disease. [make more likely] 
James Hansen is to preside over the government inquiry. [be in charge of] 

Some new facts have emerged which bear on the Smith case. [are connected to] 

The castaways had to call on all their strength to survive. [use] 

All her life the princess had never wanted for anything. [needed] 
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[E^ Cambridge 


Dictionary 


dictionary.cambridge.org 


6.4 


Exercises 


Replace the phrasal verbs in the letter with verbs from the box to make it more formal. 


eee Es Reply Forward 


Dear Mr Janes, 


Thank you for your letter of 23 May going on about the bad service you experienced at this 
hotel. | promise you we will look into the problem at once and get back to you as soon as 
possible. We always try to go for the highest standards of service, and if we have failed to live 
up to those standards we will immediately seek to sort out the situation. Meanwhile we hope 
you will go on making Miromana Hotels your first choice for all your business and leisure travel. 


Yours sincerely, 
G. H. Logan (General Manager) 


Now do the opposite with these sentences. Use phrasal verbs from the box to make the 
sentences less formal. Use a dictionary if necessary. 


Will you attend to Aunt Elsie while | go and get the children’s supper ready? 

He explored the subject in great detail in his lecture. 

When the president died his son assumed the title of Great Leader. 

| like her. Do you think | should invite her to go out with me? 

During the war he defected to the enemy side and was killed in action. 

She purchased all the shares in the company last year. 

The local newspaper published a story about a strange animal seen in the city park. 
| think I'll visit my grandfather on the way home from work. 

The deal collapsed at the last minute. 

| managed to survive on about €70 a day when | was travelling. 


OANA 01 43» UNBE 


Hd 
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Which professional registers are these phrasal verbs associated with? Put each of them 
into one of the three categories below. Use a dictionary if necessary. 


computers and technology academic lectures/writing money and business 


Rewrite each sentence using the word in brackets in an appropriate form. 


1 Despite his family’s poverty, Alfie always has everything he needs. (WANT) 

2 You must inform the police if you have evidence relating to the case. (BEAR) 
3 Jack will have to use all his ingenuity to resolve the situation. (CALL) 

4 The president believes his party's victory is due to his leadership. (ASCRIBE) 
5 The manager will deal with your enquiry without delay. (ATTEND) 
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Meaning and metaphor 


Multiple meanings 
Many phrasal verbs have more than one meaning. Often, the basic meaning relates to some physical 
action, while other meanings are metaphorical (i.e. they are figurative, not literal). For example, the 
meanings in the grey boxes below are literal and the others are figurative. 


phrasal verb 


definition of phrasal verb 


hit sth/sb with a moving vehicle and injure 
or kill them 


example 


| ran over a rabbit as | was driving home. 
It really upset me. 


refuse to think about something seriously 


run over go on after its expected time The meeting ran over so | missed my train. 
read quickly to make sure something Could we just run over the schedule again 
is correct to make sure it's all going to work? 
use a brush (or hand) to remove something | brushed off the dust from my shoes. 
ien off refuse to listen to what someone says, or The boss just brushed him off and told him 


to get back to work. 


Examples of metaphors based on quick or violent actions 
The price of petrol has shot up this year. [gone up rapidly and sharply] 


| don't want to just dive into a new job without carefully considering it. [start doing something 
suddenly and energetically without thinking about it] 


The leader of the opposition party has hit out at the government's new proposals on tax. 
[strongly criticised, typical of journalism] 


My success in the exam spurred me on to study even harder. [spurs are worn on the ankle 
and are used to make a horse go faster; here the meaning is ‘encouraged me’] 


Metaphors and context 


The context will usually tell you that a verb is being used in a metaphorical way. Look at these 
extracts from the advice column of a magazine which use phrasal verbs metaphorically rather 


than literally. 


Don't just stand by and let 
others have all the fun. It's 
time to strike out on your own 
and do something completely 
different. Sweep aside all your 


inhibitions and start living life 
to the full. It all boils down 
to whether you are prepared 
to take control of life or let life 
control you. 


You must find the strength to drag 
yourself away from your domestic 
responsibilities for a short while 
and stop feeling sandwiched 
between your family and your 
career. Doing everything single- 
handed is eating into all your free 
time and you need time to think. 
You can't be expected to soldier 
on on your own any longer. 


More examples of phrasal verbs used metaphorically 


She searched in her bag and fished out an old photograph. 

We wandered round the old market, just drinking in the atmosphere. 
He spends hours glued to his computer every evening. 
We found this vase when we were just nosing around in an antique shop. 
People were flooding into the stadium two hours before the concert. 
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Exercises 


Look at A and B opposite. Read the email and then answer the questions below using 
your own words rather than the phrasal verbs in the email. 


WN FR 


4 
5 
6 
7 


Hi Bella 


Sorry to miss you this morning — the budget meeting ran over and | just couldn't leave. We had to 
try to find some ways to cope with the way that our transport costs have shot up over the last few 
months. Luke was finding fault with all my ideas and | had to stay and try to defend them as best 

| could. He always takes any opportunity to hit out at me - | don’t know why. Anyway, could we 
meet later today to run over the agenda for tomorrow’s meeting? My problems today have spurred 
me on to succeed tomorrow. We musin’t just dive into our proposal without preparing the ground 
carefully. It'd be a disaster if the boss just brushed us off after all that work! 


Rory 


When did the budget meeting end? 

What has happened to transport costs recently? 

How does Luke usually behave towards Rory? 

What does Rory want to do with Bella this afternoon regarding tomorrow’s agenda? 
Has today’s meeting made Rory more or less determined about tomorrow’s meeting? 
What does Rory not want to do with their proposal at tomorrow’s meeting? 

What is he afraid that the boss might do to them? 


Rewrite the underlined parts of these sentences using a phrasal verb from C or D opposite. 


aAnBWN HE 


It’s not good for children to spend too much time just watching a screen. 

Choosing a university course is a matter of deciding what you want to do with your life. 

| arrived at the stadium early and watched the other spectators entering in large numbers. 
Laura reluctantly left the window and returned to her desk. 

Sam was staring at Megan, listening intently to every word she said. 

George dismissed all objections to his plan, saying they were unimportant. 


Complete these sentences with a phrasal verb from the opposite page. 


It is terrible how the world just ................. eee and lets such terrible things happen! 
Despite all his difficulties, Douglas does his best to bravely ............... sss ; 

William reached into his pocket and ............... sss his passport. 

When I go to a new town | love ........... sss the back streets. 

You mustn't let your social life ................. sss your study time. 

The politician simply ................. sss the allegations being made against him. 
When he was 30 Mario left his uncle's business and ................. sss on his own. 

Our little house is .............ssssssssssss ceeeeeteeeeens a bank and a supermarket. 


Here are some more phrasal verbs which can be used metaphorically. How are their 
literal and metaphorical meanings connected? Use a dictionary if necessary. 


l've left you some soup which you can warm up when you get home. 

A fantastic singer warmed up the audience before the main programme started. 
The boy wasn't looking where he was going and fell into a hole in the ground. 
Alexander fell into his first job as soon as he had left university. 

The cat got up the tree but didn't seem able to climb down. 

Molly always wants to win an argument - you'll never get her to climb down. 
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Idioms using phrasal verbs 


EE Problems at work and home 


20 


Hi Millie, 
How's your awful new boss? Still planning a total reorganisation of the office or have you 


persuaded her not to throw the baby out with the bathwater'? Let me know if you need an 
evening out to let off steam? — it's about time we met up again. 


We've been told at our company that we won't be getting a salary increase this year. They took 
the sting out of it? by giving us a Christmas bonus, but people are not happy. 


My boss is still as difficult as ever. Her personal assistant's resigned, but | think that might be 
cutting off her nose to spite her face^ as she'll find it hard to find anything else as well-paid. 
She can usually run rings round? anyone, so it must have been a shock for her to get a boss she 
couldn't manipulate. 


| badly need your advice. Joey's beginning to turn up the heat in our relationship — he's dropping 
hints about marriage. He invited me to meet his parents last weekend. We got on like a house on 
fire? but | just don't feel ready to put down roots yet. Should | stop seeing him? | don't want to but 
maybe it'd be kinder? | can't make up my mind. Let me know what you think. 


Lydia 


1 get rid of the good parts of something ^ doing something because you are angry 
as well as the bad parts though it may cause you more problems 
? talk or act in a way that helps get rid of 5 outwit, be cleverer than 


6 


strong feelings immediately liked each other 


? make something that is unpleasant less so 
Progress meeting 


Oscar Well, Anna, you've been here for a month now and it's time we had a little chat. 


Anna OK. Well, | know | got off on the wrong foot! by deleting all last year’s client information, 
but | hope you'll agree I’ve got my act together? now? 


Oscar Erm, not exactly. I’ve tried my best to show you where you're going wrong, but | just 
appear to be going round in circles?. Nothing ever seems to get any better. You dig 
your heels in^ and don't make any effort to change. 


Anna  Oh,ldon'tthink that's fair. I’m sure Stan would put in a good word for me?. I’ve helped 
him out with one of his projects. 


Oscar Hmm, well Stan needs to clean up his act too. If you don't start 
making up for lost time' soon, we're going to have to let you go. 


Anna Oh, no, please. Just give me a bit more authority and I'll come into my own?. 


Oscar Oh, Anna. Wake up to the fact? that you won't get any more authority unless you 
pull out all the stops? and your work improves significantly. 


1 started badly $ (informal) start to behave better 
? (informal) organised myself more effectively 7 doing something to compensate for not 
? using a lot of time and effort with no results doing it previously 
^ refuse to do what others try to persuade you 8 be very successful 
to do ? be realistic 


5 say good things about me to someone in authority 1° do all you can 
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8.1 


8.2 


8.3 


8.4 


Exercises 


Answer these questions. 


What should you not throw out with the bathwater? 

What expression uses a burning house as a metaphor for a good relationship? 
What expression uses steam as a metaphor for strong feelings? 

According to the idiom, why might people cut off their own nose? 

What idiom means 'ease an unpleasant situation' and refers to what bees can do? 
Which two phrasal verb idioms refer to circular motion? 


AOBWNEH 


Complete these sentences using expressions from 8.1. 


1 Refusing that job offer just because you’re annoyed about the interview would be cutting 


P RETEA OU ites essan LO ERO [0]! | ERE 

2 When she came back to the UK, Harriet decided it was time Siora down ................. and 
she bought a little cottage not far from here. 

3 The robbers ss sss round the police. It took two years to catch them. 

4 The extra day's holiday we offered should take the ................. OU E the pay cut. 

5 |feltas if | was just going ................. MSto. and getting nowhere. 

6 We should keep the better parts of the old system when we move over to the new system. We 
don’t want to... TES E out with the bathwater. 

7 Isaac and Matthew................. on like a ................. on fire; they're great friends. 

8 | don’t think she was really angry with you; she was just... sss steam. 


Cross out the five mistakes in this text and write the correct form in the box next to that line. 


After a year of travelling, | decided to put my act together and get Boe GE cc 
a job. A friend who worked for a bank put in some good words DF sedisse decia eeieats 
for me. In fact he pushed in all the stops and arranged for me to ——— Án 
have lunch with the CEO. I got on the wrong feet by saying | wasn't 7. RAE ARPES OO 2 
ready to plant down roots yet; | think they were looking for :—— 


someone to make a long-term commitment. | should have kept quiet! 


Complete these dialogues using phrasal verbs from the opposite page so that the second 
speaker agrees with and repeats more or less what the first speaker says. 


1 Michael Alice seems determined not to agree to the new plan. 


Juan esxsheireallviseemsitolberdigeimngeeeme erm" : 


2 Sarah Wow, my Uncle Joshua is 75 and he's getting married for the first time! 


3 ~ Luis Charles lives in a fantasy world. He thinks he can make a living writing poetry. 
4 ^ Eva Teddy has been very successful in his new career. 


5 Robert The boss seems to be getting very serious about the new sales campaign lately. 


Daisy ves it sime Tor youto moke a a 2 255 55 7 etn A tte ern 
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Around and about 


Around and about are often (but not always) interchangeable in phrasal verbs. A good 
dictionary will tell you whether they can both be used. The only verbs on this page where 
both are not possible are marked *. 


Basic meaning of around and about in phrasal verbs 


Around and about keep a lot of their basic meaning in many phrasal verbs. They often indicate 
activities and situations taking place in various locations, often without having a clear 
direction or order. 


There were books lying around everywhere in the room. 
The children were running about in the garden. 


Phrasal verbs with around and about are often informal. Look at this conversation between 
two teachers. 


Holly Rumours have been flying around the staffroom lately that you're leaving. Is it true? 


Jake It amazes me how news gets around in this place! | did say to one or two people that 
| was tired of being bossed around by you-know-who, and, | have asked around* here 
and there to see if they need any full-time teachers, but | haven't made a decision yet. 


Holly Oh, right. | heard the other day that Eleanor is sick of running around* after you-know- 
who sorting out problems he's caused. So she might leave too. By the way, do you have 
a copy of that new grammar book? | want to show it to my students. My copy’s floating 
about here somewhere but | just can't find it. 

Jake Yes, | think | have a copy lying around here somewhere ... Yes, here you are. 


Holly Thanks very much. So, what are you up to this weekened? 


Jake | Nothing much, just pottering about at home, really. Oh goodness! Is that the time? 
| have a class now. 


Holly OK, see you later. Don’t forget that we switched our classrooms around this afternoon. 
You're in Room 2. 


Note that in boss around, around emphasises the fact that the person is frequently being 
bossed by someone else, not the fact that this occurs in different places. 


BY Other uses of around and about 
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Here are some other phrasal verbs which use around and about. 
Children! Stop playing around! Sit politely. [behaving stupidly] 


The neighbours have been banging about next door all morning. | wonder what they're 
doing. [making loud noises, for example hammering or moving heavy objects] 


Theo was clowning around at the party last night. It got very irritating. [acting in a silly way] 


Politicians often skirt around* the truth and don't give direct answers to questions. [avoid 
discussing a difficult subject or problem] 


It's a problem, but I’m sure we can work around" it in some way. [organise our activities to 
ensure that the problem does not prevent us from doing what we want to do] 
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9.1 


9.2 


9.3 


Exercises 


Choose the correct word to complete these sentences. 


1 


2 


3 


| couldn't get to sleep because of Owen ................... around upstairs. 

a) banging b) lying c) switching 

Wait a moment - the document you need is ....................... about here somewhere. 
a) flying b) floating c) running 

| think we should stop the car and let the children ...................... around for a bit. 
a) get b) lie C) run 

The room looks different. Have you... the furniture around? 

a) pottered b) switched c) banged 

I YOU coss around, you might be able to find someone with a car for sale. 
a) ask b) boss C) play 

| hate the way rumours... around the office. 

a) run b) fly C) lie 

You really shouldn't leave such important papers .................... about. 

a) clowning b) lying c) playing 

Yanis made the children laugh by ....................... around with pieces of fruit. 

a) banging b) getting c) clowning 


Complete each dialogue using a verb from the box with around or about. 


1 


Isla | need to find a flat to rent in London. 4 - Ava Do you get on well with 

Do you know of anything available? your sister? 
Katie eso Ula lemme ences 5 Ella Yes, on the whole, though she 
Sara Do you know where the extension lead is? à bit teg! S Nude 
Milo Yes, think it might be .................... in 


5 Amber What do you think of 


my study somewhere. Freddie? 


: s i m 

Adam How did Hugo know we're getting married? mE 

Zara — Well, news like that .................. very — 1 ee a bit childish. 
quickly. 


Complete these sentences with phrasal verbs from the opposite page. Put the verb in the 
correct form. Sometimes more than one verb is possible. 


1 


os 


| thought Alex was just... in his bedroom today, but in fact he's been really 
busy. He's tidied up all the books and papers that were... on the floor. He's also 
—— X his bed and his desk, which makes the room feel bigger. 

When I was a child | used to hate visiting Great Uncle Edward. He wouldn't allow us children to 


"m in case we broke anything, and he was always ................... US isses, 
getting usto... after him, doing odd jobs for him. 

Do you think we could find a way to .............ssssssssss the problem of having to get written 
permission from everyone to use the photographs in our book? 

| think we should be honest with everyone and not try to oo... eee the issue. 

We hear people... every night in the flat upstairs. All sorts of rumours have 
Deli. iicet among the neighbours as to what is going on up there. 


Over to 


Look up these words in your dictionary: crowd around, knock sth about/around, knock sb about/ 
around, turn around, turn sth around, roll about/around, blunder about/around. Make a note of 
the meanings of these words and record them with an example sentence. 
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Lottie Well, did he come down! on the price? 
Tom  Iknocked him down? by £100 but he wouldn't go any lower. 


Lottie Oh, so that’s why you slammed the catalogue down? 
when you finished? 


Tom No, that was because | was distracted by the music and 
annoyed. Why didn't you turn the volume down’? I could 
hardly hear a word he was saying! 


1 suggest or agree to a lower price — ? put down with a lot of force 
? persuaded him to reduce the price ^ reduce the amount of sound 


Down suggesting preventing or restraining 


phrasal verb definition of phrasal verb example 
shout down sb or shout in order to prevent someone who | couldn't hear what the prime minister 
shout sb down you disagree with from being heard was saying because some people at the 
front were shouting him down. 
pin down sb or pin | force someone to stay in a horizontal Two police officers pinned the robber 
sb down position by holding them down while the third handcuffed him. 
tie down sth/sb or use ropes to fasten someone or The tent is secure, but make sure you 
tie sth/sb down something in a particular position tie down anything else that might blow 
away in the storm. 
tie sb down (metaphorical meaning of the previous My brother prefers to take temporary 
verb) prevent someone from having the work because he hates the idea of being 
freedom to do what they want to do tied down. 


Other meanings of down 

Not working 
The computer system is always going down. We need a new one. [stopping working] 
Don't forget to save your documents before you shut the computer down. [turn off] 


Depressed or sad 
This rain is getting me down. [making me feel depressed] 


On a list 
Freya asked me to put her down for a copy of the report when it's published. [put on a list to 
arrange for her to have something] 
You can put me down to organise the refreshments. [put on a list to arrange for me to do something] 


Killed/injured 
The terrorists mercilessly gunned down their victims. [shot and killed or seriously injured] 
We had to have our poor old dog put down last week; she was very sick. [put to death] 


Surviving through time 
The legend has come down to us from the ancient records of the Quilhoa people. [passed from 
generation to generation] 


Be considered or remembered 
This will go down in history as the most important event of the century. [be remembered] 
My workshop went down really well. [was well-received] 
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10.1 


10.2 


10.3 


10.4 
LE- Cambridge 


tW» Dictionary 


dictionary.cambridge.org 


Exercises 


Read these sentences and then answer the questions below by writing the correct name 
in the box. 


Harry Irving felt he had lost his freedom when he and Antonia had their first baby. 
Oliver Reece was forced to the ground and held there by two security guards. 
People protested so loudly that no one could hear what Heidi Knight had to say. 
Mia Calvo persuaded the man to reduce the price by £500. 

Lucas Hind was shot dead yesterday by terrorists. 


1 Who was shouted down? 

2 Who was gunned down? 

3 Who felt tied down? 

4 Who was pinned down? 

5 Who managed to knock someone down? 


Rewrite the underlined parts of these sentences using a phrasal verb from the opposite 
page. Make any other necessary changes. 


1 The computer system suddenly stopped working this morning, so we're doing everything 
manually at the moment. 

I’m sorry I’m so irritable. Things have been depressing me lately. 

Shall | write your name on my list to sponsor me for the charity walk? 

This event will be remembered in history as the worst catastrophe this country has ever suffered. 
The company had to stop all their machines during the 24-hour strike at the factory. 

The salesman agreed to a lower price, and after that we even managed to persuade him to reduce 
the price by a further 10%. 

7 Many everyday remedies for minor ailments have reached us over time from our ancestors. 


an 4» C) h2 


Answer the following questions using a phrasal verb from the opposite page. 


1 What might someone do if they get very angry during a phone call? 

2 What might you do to a very old and sick dog or cat? 

3 What would you do to stop a tent from blowing away? 

4 If work is making you depressed, what is it doing to you emotionally? 
5 If your radio was too loud, what would you do? 


Which of the meanings given are possible or likely interpretations of the phrasal verbs 
in these sentences? More than one interpretation may be possible. Use a dictionary if 
necessary. 


1 | think you should take this down. 
a) write it 
b) drink it 
C) dismantle it 
The house has come down. 
a) has been rebuilt 
b) is for sale at a lower price 
c) has been demolished 
She turned it down. 
a) reduced the heat 
b) refused the offer 
c) putthe collar of her coat in its normal position 
4 They watered it down. 
a) extinguished a fire using water 
b) added water to make a liquid less strong 
c) madean idea, opinion or argument less strong 


N 


w 
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The particle in, when used with phrasal verbs, 
keeps a lot of its basic meaning, often referring 
to things which move towards being, or are 
already, ‘within something’ or are ‘included in 
something’. 


Look at this transcript of a meeting at a 
computer software company. Dominic, the Chief 
Executive, who chairs the meeting, speaks first. 
Note the phrasal verbs with in. 


Chair Well, | think we should begin. One of our colleagues from Manchester has been delayed, 
but I’ve asked David to show her in when she gets here, so she'll join us later, | hope. Now, 
first item is the Musicmatch software suite, which, | like to think, has helped to usher in! a 
new era in music production. It’s been bringing in good profits, and we’ve certainly been 
able to cash in on the recent crash of one of our major rivals, as we all know, but with an 
economic recession setting in now, we may want to rethink our pricing so that it 
fits in better with the rest of our range. We also need to factor in? the loss of a major 
client - we lost the Popmaster contract this year. 


Grace Canlcome in here, Dominic? Ben and | are already looking at this and we'll have 
something to report next week. Basically we hope to build in an automatic upgrade 
system so that customers will find it easier to stay with us. Ben's looking at the 
cost. | said I’d pitch in? so that we can get it moving faster. 


Chair OK, well, maybe we can leave that. But l'd just like to say, remember, we need flexibility 
- we don't want to become boxed in* by our own systems. We'll come back to it. 


David Sorry to cut in, Dominic. Amy Peckham is here. 


Chair Ah, good. Our colleague from Manchester has arrived. Hello, Amy. You're very welcome. Can 
you squash in there somewhere? Sorry the room is a bit small. Amy Peckham, everyone. 
Some of you know her already. Right, | suggest we move to Chloe's presentation. | believe 
you're going to use the projector, Chloe? 


Chloe Yes. Could we close those blinds? Thanks. Oh dear, they're still letting a lot of light in. 
Never mind. l'Il begin. I'd like to use this presentation as a lead-in? to our general 
discussion about the future. 


1 (formal) begin or cause a period in which new things or changes happen 

? include something when making a calculation or when trying to understand something 
3 (informal) help with work that needs to be done 

^ restricted 

5 something that introduces something else 


Take note of the context when you meet new phrasal verbs. For example, the context on this page is 


a fairly informal business meeting. Spoken business English is often less formal than the spoken 
language of business in some other languages and cultures. The same is often true for other contexts, 
such as spoken academic language. 
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Exercises 


11.1 Find phrasal verbs or phrasal adjectives from the opposite page which mean the following: 


1 benefit from 6 introduction 
! 2 interrupt (two answers) 7 take into consideration 
3 help 8 find a space 
4 introduce 9 include 
5 unable to act freely 10 start 


11.2  Correctthe mistakes with the phrasal verbs in these sentences. 


My new curtains are excellent - they don't bring any light in. 

Alba, can you pitch Mr Hill in as soon as he arrives, please? 

Having the meeting on the 28th would squash in better with our plans than the 30th. 
Our office in Buenos Aires has cashed in a lot of new business this year. 

When you are planning the course, make sure you set in enough free time. 

It's rude to factor in when someone else is in the middle of speaking. 

If everyone shows in, we'll soon get the job done. 

If | move up, then Rachel should be able to box in at the end of the bench. 


c NAOn AUNE 


11.3 Complete this paragraph with verbs from the opposite page. 


My ten-year-old daughter Rosie had some friends 
to sleep over last night. Eight of them managed 

to sleep on her bedroom floor. | don't know how 
they RR (1) themselves in as itis a 
very small room. Rosie's birthday had been the 
previous week, but we had her party yesterday as 
that... ees (2) in better with other plans. 
In the evening we had a barbecue and we made 
lots of different salads and puddings. Rosie and her 
friends all... (3) in, and they enjoyed 
helping as much as eating. Later in the evening rain 
mm (4) in, so they went indoors and 
watched a film. | was afraid the girls would wake up 
ridiculously early, but we've had new blinds fitted 
and they don't... (5) any light in, so no 
one stirred till half past eight. 


11.4 Cross out the item which does not normally collocate with the phrasal expression in bold. 
Use a dictionary if necessary. 


8: Cambridge 


"W^ Dictionary 1 bring in customers / profits [a loss / business 
a lead-in to a discussion / a bargain / a lesson 
a recession / rain / a new product sets in 

usher in a price increase / a new era / changes 


2 
dictionary.cambridge.org 3 
4 


Over to 


What other phrasal verbs with in do you have in your vocabulary notebook? Do they also have a 


connection with the basic meaning of in? As you learn other new ones, think about how the idea 
conveyed by in might help you remember the meaning of the phrasal verb. 
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Ss) Off suggesting get rid of 


My feet were hot, so | kicked off my shoes. [removed with my feet] 

The robbers drove faster and faster to try and shake off the police car. [lose] 

| went for a long walk to work off my frustation. [get rid of a feeling (often unpleasant) by 
doing something energetic] 
Archie doesn’t worry about anything - he'll shrug off any problem. [treat something as 
unimportant] 


L———3 Off suggesting separation 
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phrasal verb definition of phrasal verb example 
be cut off be unable to see many other people My office is in a different building from 
my colleagues, so | am quite cut off. 
cut off sth/sb or stop providing something, e.g. aid, They cut off our electricity / cut us off 
cut sth/sb off electricity, supplies because we hadn't paid the bill. 
split off form a separate group Two of the climbers split off from the 
group and went off on their own. 
back off (slightly informal) stop being involved in She was interfering, so | told her to back 
a situation, especially in order to allow off and let me deal with it on my own. 
other people to deal with it themselves 
have sth off spend time away from work | had a week off last June. 
cordon off sth or put something, e.g. a rope, a barrier, The police have cordoned off the area 
cordon sth off around an area in order to stop people the president will be visiting. 
from entering it 


Off suggesting starting or finishing 


I'll fill in the first line of this spreadsheet to start you off, and then you can do the rest yourself. 
[help you to start] 


The weekly meeting usually kicks off around 2 p.m. [(informal) starts] 
We rounded off the meal with freshly brewed coffee. [finished] 


That boring meeting just finished me off. | think I'll go home; I’ve had enough for one day. 
[made me feel so weak, tired or unhappy that | couldn't continue] 


It's nice to just switch off at the weekend and forget about work. [stop giving your attention 
to someone or something] 


Other verbs with off 
Ben told his little brother to leave off playing his new guitar. [(informal) stop] 


William told his younger sister to shove off out of his room. [(informal) something that you 
say when you are angry to tell someone to go away.] 


Layla wanted to show her new bike off to her friends. [show someone or something that you 
are proud of to a group of people] 


The boss gave the receptionist a ticking off for making private calls to friends. [telling 
someone that you are angry with them because they have done something wrong] 
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Exercises 


12.1 Replace the underlined words in these statements with a phrasal verb from the opposite 

page. 

1 Eliza's father to Eliza's mother: Eliza's 18 now and should make her own decisions. 
| think we should stop getting involved and let her run her own life. 

2 Newsreader: The prime minister has treated as unimportant leadership threats from within his 
party, saying that they are only rumours. 

3 Mother to father: | think we should let the kids run round in the garden for a bit and get rid of 
some of their energy so that they sleep tonight. 

4 Mother to Imogen: Imogen, you MUST pay your electricity bill. If you don't, they'll stop providing it 
and you won't have any heating. 

5 Louis to Callum: Oh no! Seth wants to come back with us to Nikita's house. He's such a drag! How 
can we get away from him? 

6 Chairperson: I’d like to just conclude the meeting by giving a vote of thanks to the committee for 
all their work this year. 

7 The last 100 metres to the top of the hill just made me so tired | couldn't continue. | had to sit 
down and rest for an hour. 

8 | don’t want you in my room any more, so just leave! 


12.2  Crossoutthe five mistakes in this text and write the correct form in the box next to 


that line. 

When I come home from work, | love to just kick away my "oue — OMS 
shoes and relax for the evening. It's great to let off worrying loe 
about work and round up the day with a nice meal. If | D 
have off a couple of days it's even better. | usually go off to c "— NaN 
our country cottage. | can just light off completely. | love it. j———— EE 
| never stay there long because after a while | feel a bit stood (I — nnm 


off from all my friends and social life back in the city. 


12.3 Complete the word puzzle. 


"ERES Across 

1 The boss... me off with a simple task to 
get me used to the job. 

3 3 The police decided to 0.0.00... off the scene of 

the crime. 
4 What time does the meeting ...................... off? 

5 5 She always loves to ................ off her latest 
technological gadget. 

6 Look, just... off playing with my phone, 
will you? You're getting on my nerves. 


Down 

2 The director gave him a ....................... off for 
arriving late at the meeting. 

5 Agroup of youths .................. off from the rest of 
the demonstrators and started causing trouble. 
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Some phrasal verbs with on share a meaning of dependence/reliance, e.g. depend on’, rely 
on*, count on’, hinge on", hang on", ride on. 


REFERENDUM RESULT CRUCIAL, SAYS PM 


The prime minister said, “Everything hinges on the result 
of next week's referendum. The future prosperity of the 
nation hangs on this crucial day of decision.’ Politicians of 
all parties agree that everything rides on the government 
securing a Yes vote. 


On can also convey the idea of continuing in an irritating or boring way, for example, harp on 
[talk repeatedly about something in a way that others find boring or irritating], keep on, go 
on (and on), ramble on [talk or write for a very long time in a boring way] and drone on [talk 
for a long time in a very boring way and in a monotonous voice]. 


Don't keep on about the garden! I'll mow the lawn tomorrow. 
We had a tedious lecture from the boss. She just went on and on about punctuality. 
He droned on for hours about ancient civilisations; everyone fell asleep. 


Read on, press on, live on and dwell on* [think or talk about a particular subject for too long] 
also emphasise continuation over time. 


HOUSING MINISTER HONOURS 
CHAMPION OF THE POOR 


‘Her death is a great loss to society, but her memory will live 
on’, said the minister. 


Grouping verbs in this way can help you to remember them. 
Now look at these news items which contain some of these and other examples of phrasal verbs with on. 


headlines 
CURATOR FINDS LOST MEDIEVAL MANUSCRIPT 


The curator, Mr Jackson Bedgrove, happened on* the lost manuscript while searching the 
museum’s archives for some missing 18th century letters. As he focused his attention on* the text, 
he said, he could hardly believe what he was reading. As he read on, he realised the importance of 
what he'd found... 


EDUCATION EXPERT EXPRESSES CAUTION ON HOME SCHOOLING 


Phoebe Garrett stated that home schooling was often frowned on* by politicians, and she herself 
had some doubts as to its effectiveness. However, to spring a new piece of legislation on parents 
successfully educating their children at home was not right, she said. The education secretary 
insists that she will press on with plans to introduce a new law... 


CHILDREN'S PRANK TURNS TO TRAGEDY 
A 13-year-old girl who stole a car and took it for a joyride admits that friends led her on. The 
prank resulted in the serious injury of a 25-year-old mother of two... 


The verbs marked with * on this page are all transitive. 
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13.1 


13.2 


13.3 


13.4 


13.5 


Exercises 


In the following sentences, mark each phrasal verb according to whether it has 
predominantly a dramatic feeling (write D), a negative feeling (N), a feeling of boredom (B), 
or a feeling of irritation (I). 


1 Professor Taylor was droning on about the Ancient Greeks in his lecture this morning. 

The success of the peace talks hinges on both sides maintaining the present truce. 

Uncle Alex goes on and on about his broken chair. I’ve told him a hundred times l'll mend it. 
Dwelling on the past all the time is no way to live your life. Think of your future. 

If you ask Beatrice about beekeeping she'll ramble on for hours. 

| wish you wouldn't keep on about money. Let's just enjoy life. 

The championship now rides on Saturday's crucial game against Real Madrid. 


- O0) 01 4» C) h2 


Choose the correct word to complete these sentences. Sometimes there is more than one 
possible answer. 


1 You can always .................... on Daniel. He's totally dependable. 
a) rely b) count c) hinge d) hang 
2 | wish Georgia would stop ...................... on about Kian. It's so tedious! 
a) riding b) droning c) going d) harping 
3 Do make up your mind soon. So much ....................... on what you decide. 
a) hinges b) presses C) rides d) hangs 


Correct the mistakes with the phrasal verbs in these sentences. There is one mistake in 
each sentence. 


Try to focus what is really important on and to ignore what is not essential. 
Now we've had a bit of a rest, it's time to spring on again. 

I’m hingeing on you to let me know when my talk has gone on for long enough. 
Your grandmother will always happen on in your memory. 

This is a quiet neighbourhood where noisy behaviour is counted on. 

After the first few pages of the book, | decided | couldn't be bothered to ride on. 
Please stop focusing on about Lena. Your relationship is over, so just forget her. 
| am worried about my son's behaviour. He is so easily relied on by his friends. 
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Complete each sentence with a verb from the opposite page. 


1 Don’t try to remember every sentence of the text. Just... on the main points. 

2 Elizabeth is goingto .................... the news on her parents over lunch. | hope they'll be happy 
for her. 

3 Try to look to the future rather than ..................... on the past. 

4 We've got a lot of work to finish today so we'd better ..................... on. 

5 Julia's not usually naughty herself, but her brothers tend to ..................... her on. 

6 In most schools, wearing big, colourful jewellery and dyeing your hair bright colours would be 


RN on or even forbidden outright. 
7 Whether we go for a picnic tomorrow or not will....................... on the weather. 
8 Iwish he'd stop oo... on and on about his ex-wife. 


Rewrite these sentences using phrasal verbs from the opposite page. 


1 James is a reliable person. 

2 Dad will talk monotonously for hours about European history. 

3 Many political reputations are about to be crucially affected by the outcome of next week’s 
election. 

4 Josh never stops complaining about the litter in the office car park. It irritates me. 

5 While tidying my room, | found an old diary of mine from 2001. 
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Basic meanings of out in phrasal verbs 
A very frequent meaning of out is the opposite of in. 


| don't want to leave my job but | suppose they may kick me out. [(informal) force me to leave] 


l've had enough of working for such a difficult organisation and | want out. [want to leave] 


Count me out! I'm far too tired to join the skiing trip today. [don't include me] 


Another meaning is when something or part of something extends from its surroundings. 


The chalet roof juts out (over its walls) to help prevent snow 


from blocking the doors. [sticks out beyond the edge] 


The rocky peninsula juts out into the bay. 


Another meaning is separate. 


The woman picked out a kitten to take home. [chose one 
from a large group] 


We spread our wet clothes out on the grass so they could 
dry in the sunshine. 


Another meaning is distribute. 


Don't eat all the sweets yourself, Ollie. Share them out among 


all the children. [give one to each person in the group] 


phrasal verb 


go out 


[cS Other meanings of out in phrasal verbs 


definition of phrasal verb 


(of a fire) stop burning 


example 


When we woke up in the morning, the 
campfire still hadn't gone out. 


clean out sb or 
clean sb out 


steal or take everything from a person 


The burglars completely cleaned us 
out. 


test out sth or test 
sth out 


see how it works in a practical situation 
or find out what other people think of it 
(the out stresses testing something in the 
environment in which it is intended to be 
used, not, for example, in a laboratory) 


We need to test the product out in the 
market before launching it. 


drop out 


not do something that you were going to 
do, or stop doing something 


The runner dropped out halfway 
through the marathon. 


lash out (usually + 
at sth) 


criticise someone or something in an 
angry way 


Sofia lashed out at me yesterday for 
wasting her time. 


yell out sth or yell 
sth out 


suddenly shout something in a loud voice, 
especially to get someone’s attention 


As | walked past the room, | heard 
someone yell out. 


draw out sth or 
draw sth out 


make something continue for longer than 
is usual or necessary 


| wish Thomas wouldn’t always draw 
meetings out by talking so much. 


sort out sth or sort 
sth out 


solve a problem or restore order to 
something which has become disordered 


A management consultant was hired to 
sort out the personnel problems in the 
company. 
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14.2 


14.3 


14.4 


Exercises 


Answer the questions using phrasal verbs with out. 
1 Naomi gave two apples to each of the four children. What did she do with the apples? 


2 Clément took control of the situation and soon everything was OK and back to normal. 
What did Clément do? eissits ini a e aea RAG a eene nene nene enne enne 
3 Evie looked at all the oranges on the stall and put the best ones in her basket. What did 
She do With the oranges? ee eere e Dering on qp bnt E dp ete eeepc hcec eer dede ne ee ne eg e 
4 The manager forced Sam to leave the restaurant because he was behaving badly. What did 
ihemanagerdo? e tec eet R EE Asai E Meas cu T N te caries 
5 The roof extends over the terrace and provides a bit of shade from the midday sun. What does 
iie CHO ORDO yc LIT 


The verb in each of these sentences sounds a little formal in the context. Find a phrasal 
verb from the opposite page to replace the one-word equivalent in each sentence. 


| don't have any money so you can exclude me from the shopping trip. 
| distributed the mints among my friends in the car. 

We need to resolve this mess about the misprinted tickets pretty soon. 
He really criticised me when | suggested he'd got it wrong. 

Look at those big rocks protruding from the sea. 

Select the good strawberries and leave the rotten ones in the box. 


aAuoBRWNeE 


Rewrite the underlined parts of these sentences using a phrasal verb with out that 
means the opposite of the underlined words. 


| opened the door and heard somebody whisper from the staircase below. 

My position as regards the committee is that | would like to continue as a member. 
He always shortens the discussion with arguments about political ideology. 

When we got back to our campsite, the campfire had started burning. 

Put the leaflets together in one place on the table. 

The burglars stole absolutely nothing at all from us. 


aAnBWN HE 


Match the headlines 1-4 with the stories a-d below. 


+ (SCRE URRERE On SEEN AE RECEDED] 
a o oun ariemnicey 

> eee ena ee 
+ BEESSESSERINOUNEOUNIOED 


a) After a trial period of six months, a decision will be made as to whether they will be installed 
throughout the country. 


b) She said she did not wish to take part as she had found the pressure too great in the last Games. 


c) More than 6,000 withdrew from a range of programmes, almost 1,000 more than last year, 
according to the minister. 

d) He said he was sick of the hypocrisy of people who had never done anything themselves to help 
the poor. 
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Basic meanings of up in phrasal verbs 


You are probably familiar with verbs such as eat up and write up, which carry a meaning of 


completion. Here are some more examples: 


Come on, children, finish up your breakfast. It's time to go. 
Well, let's wrap up the discussion now and vote. [(informal) finish an activity] 


Up can also carry the meaning of upward movement or relating to an upper position. 


Could you lift the table up while | put the rug under it? 
Teddy, pick all your toys up from the floor and put them in your toy box. 


Another meaning of up in phrasal verbs is maintain in an upright position or strengthen, 


prevent from falling down or failing. 


Victoria was lying propped up on a pillow. [supporting herself in an upright position] 
The minister announced new measures to shore up the economy. [strengthen or improve an 
organisation or system that is not working effectively or that is likely to fail] 


Up can also mean increase or improve. 


This sauce is tasteless. l'll add some garlic to pep it up a bit. [(informal) make something more 


interesting, lively or energetic] 


We jazzed up our all-white kitchen by adding red tiles and doorknobs here and there. [(informal) 
make something more attractive or interesting] 


Other phrasal verbs with up 


Read these TV programme previews and note the phrasal verbs with up. 


eee Caf 


DIDIC 


The hero of this comedy, played by Nathan 
Farr, finds himself playing daddy to three 
homeless dogs, but lands up' in trouble with 
his girlfriend when the local press publishes 
a story about him which is blown up? to 
make him look like a pitiless animal-hater. 


The Man Who Hated Dogs 
Tuesday 9pm 


1 (informal) finally does something, 
especially without having planned to 
made to seem much worse than it is 


ecc Cat 


2 


Nation on the Move copanan 
Friday 10pm TV 
Phrasalia, once a country closed to the rest of the 
world, has opened up since the death of its long- 
time ruler President Particulos. But will the new- 
found freedoms ultimately lead to the country 
splitting up into chaotic, rival republics as tensions 
emerge in its five provinces? 


ecc can 


History File Thursday 8.30pm CEXDY 
An archaeologist notices some strange, pointed 
stones sticking up from the surface of a lake during 

a drought. Suspecting they may mark the site of an 
ancient tomb, she takes infrared photographs from 
the air. What shows up? in the images deepens the 
mystery. After a long investigation she concludes that 
theories about the ancient Mosa people no longer 
stand up‘. 


3 becomes visible 
^ appear correct when examined 


se» Caf 
Chips with everything 
Friday 7.30pm H NTV 


Documentary-maker Elliot Warcross picks up on? 
recent rumours in the press that an ultra-rich 
business tycoon has attempted to buy up the 
world's supply of silicon, opening up the terrifying 
possibility of a world monopoly in computer chips. 
Warcross tries to set up an interview with the 
mystery tycoon but receives death threats in return. 


5 reacts to something that he has noticed 


We say ‘I went into the garden and picked some flowers.’ Don't say ‘picked up some flowers’; 
pick up is used for things which are on or have fallen to the ground. 
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15.1 


15.2 


15.3 


Exercises 


Complete these sentences using a phrasal verb from A opposite. Put it in the correct 
form and, if necessary, add a pronoun as object. 


1 Zoe, if you don't... your spinach, you can’t have any pudding. 

2 WE CAN... cece the asparagus with a nice oil and vinegar dressing. 

3 The prime minister appointed three new ministers in an attempt to .......0..00. his failing 
administration. 

4 You've just dropped some of your papers. Let me... for you 

5 |noticed Tim’s bicycle... against a wall outside Hannah's apartment. 

6 Your black dress is a little plain - why don't you .....................sssss a bit with a colourful scarf? 

7 Ithink we should try and ............................ the meeting by 4 p.m. 

8 Can yOu... eee that plant pot? | need to put a saucer under it to catch the water. 


Complete these dialogues using phrasal verbs from the opposite page so that the second 
speaker agrees with and repeats more or less what the first speaker says. 


1 Aaron | just don’t think his theory is correct when you look at it very carefully. 


2 Salima — Ithink we should ask the students to form small groups. 


Martha Yes, we should ............................ them up into groups of two or three. 

3 Keira | think we should try to arrange a meeting with the whole team. 
Zac You're right. We should try to... one up. 

4 Nazir | just knew Patrick's son would get into trouble with the police one day. 
Anna Yes, it was inevitable he'd ......................ssss up in serious trouble. 


5 «< Jake She said they'd sold all the tickets for the concert in one go. 


Ruby Yes, apparently some mystery person ..................ssss them all up over the Internet. 
6 Sam Oh look, Sebastian freckles are really visible in this photo, aren't they? 
Tyler Mesxtheylreallypme ere up, don't they? 


T Harvey — [think the newspapers have greatly exaggerated the story. 


8 Megan There’sa big nail protruding from that floorboard; be careful. 


Fellix Yes noticedione m up the other day but forgot to mention it. 


Which phrasal verb fits into each of these sets of collocations? 


1 a photo 3 a business 
| a balloon HO EE E an interview 
a story a meeting 
2 a political system 4 unlimited possibilities 
jio cuines an ailing economy Okri an opportunity 
the foundations of a building a new line of investigation 
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16 Time 


EN) How time passes 


Diana The sales conference will be coming around! soon. We'd better start hurrying 


36 


those sales reports along’. 


Paul | can’t believe that the conference is coming up? again already. This last year seems 


to have slipped away"! 


Diana  |know! There's an awful lot to do leading up to? the conference, especially as it's going 


to be held in our branch this year. 


Paul Oh well, at least it breaks things up? and makes life a bit more interesting, | suppose. 


Diana  Ithasn'tbeen that bad a year, surely. There was all the excitement over the new 


marketing campaign. 


Paul Oh, that completely passed me by’. It didn't really affect me in my department. 


Diana OK, Paul. Time's getting on? a bit now. | need to head home. Let's talk about what we 


need to do tomorrow. 


(of a regular event) happening at its usual time 
making someone do something more quickly, 
making something happen more quickly 

3 will be happening soon 

^ passed very quickly 

5 preparing in the period before an event begins 


N 


Spending time 


€ makes a period of time more interesting by 


being different from what you are doing for 
the rest of the time 

went unnoticed 

(mainly British and Australian informal) it’s 
getting late 


D 
8 


Right, I’m not going to spin this out’. | just have one thing to say. You only 


have two weeks now till the exams start and you're going to have to pull your r - I 
socks up? if you want to pass. We're going to set aside? the next fortnight just START 

for revision. In other words, we're going to free up^ some time by cancelling all guNE!4 
non-exam lessons like sport. All school sports matches will be held over? until np 


the exams are finished. We felt that would be better than trying to fit revision 
in? around sport commitments. The sports staff agree that putting back’ 
these matches won't cause any major problems, but we mustn't set schedules 


back? by more than two weeks or we won't be able to fit in all the matches before the end 
of term. So now, put everything else out of your minds and concentrate on your revision. 
No more frittering time away? - get down to some serious work. 


Bb 


make something continue for longer than necessary 

make an effort to improve, an idiom using a phrasal 
verb (see Unit 8 for more) 

use time for one purpose and no other purpose 

make time or money available for a particular use 
by not using it another way 


N 


A WwW 
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The following verbs can be used about money as well as time - free up and fritter away. 


5 delayed and arranged for a later date 

9 doit between other activities 

causing something to happen later than it should 
happen 

make something happen more slowly, or make 
something happen later than it should 

wasting time by using it for unimportant things 


8 


16.1 


16.2 


16.3 


16.4 


16.5 
LE Cambridge 


ep Dictionary 


dictionary.cambridge.org 


Exercises 


Match the beginning of each sentence with its ending. 


1 There was a lot of excitement a) getting on now. 

2 My birthday seems to be b) hurrying people along? 

3 Theannual meeting will be c) leading up to the final match. 

4 ld better go as it's d) coming up some time next month. 

5 It’s getting late - can you start e) coming around more quickly every year. 


Read these remarks by different people and then answer the questions below. 


Mary  l'm63and I’ve never had an interesting job or done anything exciting. 

Jack | feel I’m wasting a lot of time on useless and unimportant things. 

Leah I’m trying to improve my performance. | know I’ve been lazy and inefficient. 
Jude | feel the days are passing very quickly and we need to solve the problem now. 


Adriana I’m cancelling my meetings next week so | can take time off to decorate my flat. 


Who is trying to free up some time? 

Who feels that time is slipping away? 

Who feels life is passing them by? 

Who is trying to pull their socks up? 

Who feels they are frittering away their time? 


O10) N rmP| 


Complete this text with the correct particles. 


My staff often spin things ................. (1) much longer than they need to so that they don't 

get asked to do any more work. As a result they sometimes set the schedules ................. (2) 
by days or even weeks, and then I have to hurry them ................. (3) so that the work gets 
done on time. And not only do | have to keep an eye on the staff, | also have to find time to 

Tib. eee (4) consultations with management and the unions, and inevitably meetings 
have to be put... (5b) because of some unexpected emergency, or important tasks 
have to be held ................ (6) till the more immediate problems can be sorted out. | try to set 
— — (7) at least one hour every day for planning, but it's not easy. I like to take a proper 
lunch break and get out of the office. | find that breaks the day ................. (8) nicely. 


Correct the mistakes with the phrasal verbs in these sentences. 


1 You'd get far more done if you didn’t fritter out so much time. 

2 Thechildren tried to spin their game off so they didn't have to go to bed. 

3 Cameron might lose his job if he doesn't pull his collar up. 

4 We must discuss what we need to do leading up the opening of the new branch. 
5 Let'stry to make some time apart next month to discuss progress on the project. 


Rewrite each sentence using a phrasal verb from the box in an appropriate form. Make 
any other necessary changes. You may need to use a dictionary to help you. 

eke out drag out bring forward space out creep up on | 
1 We've had to reschedule the meeting for this Tuesday as Austin will be away next week. 
2 Francesca always makes any discussion last longer than necessary. 

3 Ithink we should have longer intervals between our meetings. 

4 Ithought! had ages to prepare for my exams, but they have arrived in no time at all. 

5 |think we should try to make the printing paper last as long as possible. 
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Cause and effect 


Many of the phrasal verbs in this unit are usually used in quite formal contexts. Using these 
phrasal verbs will help you to improve your style when writing formal correspondence, giving 
presentations and writing reports and essays. 


Look at these formal letters to the editor of a newspaper and note the phrasal verbs connected 
with cause and effect. 


Dear Sir/Madam, 


Recent events in Herean City point to! a failure of central government to 
control spending by local and regional authorities. This failure can be put 
down to? a long-standing reluctance to tackle local corruption, which has 
resulted in a situation where certain powerful local politicians feel free to 
act outside the law. This then contributes to a general atmosphere in which 
all politicians are mistrusted. 


Yours sincerely, 
G. Johnson (Ms) 


Dear Sir/Madam, 


Arthur Power's explanation for the growth of crime in our cities just does 

not add up). He attributes recent rises in crime to a decline in leisure 
facilities for young people and the economic recession. But the problem in fact 
stems from‘ a longer-term neglect of the cities, and dealing with the problem 
depends on accepting this fact first and foremost. We have been talking 

about rising crime rates for decades and after the last general election the 
government set up an inquiry into inner-city crime, but as yet nothing seems to 
have come out of? this enquiry. 


Sincerely, 


A. H. Lowe 


Dear Sir/Madam 


No one should be surprised that the recent education reforms have 
rebounded on the government. The reforms were rooted in’ a deep-seated 
elitism, which accounts for? the fact that inequality has grown rather than 
diminished, as your report showed (13 November). As always, the effects have 
impacted most on? poorer families, where the new system has led to parents 
being unable to afford a good education for their children. It all adds up to!° 
more misery in our schools and fewer opportunities for our young people, 
especially in the inner cities. 


Yours sincerely, 


D. Mitchell (Prof.) 


Always make a note in your notebook if a phrasal verb is formal or informal. 
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w 


[5] 


o 


co 


10 


make it seem likely 
that something is true 


thought to be caused 
by (used for problems 
and bad experiences) 


(slightly informal) 
constitute a 
reasonable or likely 
explanation for 
something 


is caused by 


if something comes 
out of a process or an 
event, it is one of the 
results 


had a bad effect on the person 
who did it with the result that 
they did not achieve what they 
were trying to achieve 


based on, or caused by 
explains the reason for 


had a noticeable effect 
on 


results in 


17.1 


17.2 


17.3 


17.4 


Exercises 


Match the beginning of each sentence with its ending. 


(O0 -410» 01 43» C0 h2 S 


Aidan's new job will undoubtedly impact a) to one clear cause of the crisis. 
How the situation develops will depend b) from a childhood spent in the rainforest. 
Isabelle's behaviour may well rebound c) in ignorance. 
Freddie's interest in botany stems d) in significant social change. 
Her attitude to foreigners is rooted e) to the changes in the country's 
It is impossible to point leadership. 
The new education reform should result f) on the reaction from the USA. 
Professor Bukowsky attributes the crisis g) to a civil war. 
The situation in the country may lead h) on his family. 
) 


on her if she is not careful. 


Correct the mistakes with the particles in these sentences. There is one mistake in each 
sentence. 


1 


Theodore puts the problems down to the government, but I attribute them for the general world 
economic situation. 

To a large extent, how a person accounts for the problems in their lives seems to depend largely of 
their own parents’ attitudes to difficult situations. 

| believe the new legislation will contribute to a general improvement in the standard of living, but 
Ben thinks it will result from increased poverty for most people. 

The desire for reform has come off a general desire to improve the situation, but | suspect the 
proposed changes may rebound on the government. 

The proposals are rooted in an appropriate awareness of the problems that exist, but | do not feel 
that what is proposed adds up a coherent programme of action. 


Rewrite each sentence replacing the verb with a phrasal verb expression based on the 
word in brackets. 
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The school's rituals and traditions have originated from its long history. (ROOT) 

My mother attributes the problem to a decline in moral values. (PUT) 

How do you think the changes will affect your business? (IMPACT) 

The economic recession inevitably led to increased unemployment. (RESULT) 

How would you explain the recent increase in violent crime? (ACCOUNT) 

Joel’s criticism of Erica may have a bad effect on him now that she's his boss! (REBOUND) 
| do not feel that the writer's analysis of the problem makes sense. (ADD) 

Some unforeseen problems have resulted from the change in legislation. (COME) 


Answer these questions using full sentences. 


co -10) 0i 4 


What would you put global warming down to? 

What do you think has led to the current increase in violent crime in most societies? 

How would you account for the fact that teenage girls tend to do better at school than teenage 
boys? 

What would you attribute the success of social media sites to? 

What would you point to as the main cause of social problems today? 

What would you say your own interest in English stems from? 

Do you think that mobile phones have resulted in more or less communication between people? 
What do you think is the main thing that contributes to the difficulty of phrasal verbs? 
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18 Memory 


In this unit, some phrasal verbs can be grouped by the meaning given by the particle. For 
example, up means uppermost in your mind in summon up, conjure up, call up and stir up. 
Up in store up memories carries a different meaning in that it means gather or collect. Back in 
come back, flood back and flashback carries a sense of a returning memory. Behind and out 
occur with verbs which describe things we don't want to remember (put something behind 
somebody, block something out / block out something). Grouping the verbs by the meaning 
carried by the particle will help you to remember them. 


Look at this conversation on social media between Bethany and her two cousins about old 
family photos. 


Bethany Wells 

4 When | look at these old photographs I’ve just found in our 
grandmother's desk, memories come flooding back’. This one 
here, of Granny's mother just before she died, stirs up? sad 
memories of how she suffered. It reminds me of how different 
life was then. But we can't let bad memories eat away at? us; we 
should put bad experiences behind‘ us. It's important to live in the 
present and live for the future. 


one suddenly remembers very clearly a lot of things about an experience or period ^ 
in the past 

makes one remember events in the past, usually ones that make you feel sad 

make us unhappy because we think about them too much 

not think about them any more so that they do not affect our life 


George Wells 

4 We store up so many memories over the years, good ones and 
bad ones. | associate this photo that you found with our early 
childhood. Looking at the picture, it came back to me how we used 
to feed the animals on our grandparents' farm. It summons up? 
lots of happy memories, and some sad ones, too, like when my 
favourite old pony died. We tend to block out? sad memories, 
but sometimes you might get a flashback’ to an unpleasant 
experience. The happy ones can stick with? you forever. | still 
remember the picnic we had on the farm for my sixth birthday. 


makes you remember something or think about something 

stop yourself from thinking about something unpleasant because it upsets you 

an occasion when you suddenly remember something vividly that happened to you in the past 
you remember them 


ont nn 


Toby Wells 

24 For me this photo you sent me that Granny took conjures up? a series of crazy events. 
| got this diploma, then fell down the steps as | left the stage. As 
| fell, | grabbed the curtain and all the curtains came down on top 
of me and the professor! Then all the lights went out! It's amazing 
how one picture can call up'? an event in such detail. When | look 
at it, my thoughts always flash back" immediately to that moment. ` 


9 
10 


makes a picture, image, memory, etc. appear in my mind 
make one remember or think about a particular memory or idea 
1 get a sudden vivid memory of something 
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18.2 


18.3 


18.4 


Exercises 


Choose the best word to complete each sentence. 


1 | was sitting in a train looking out of the window, when my mind suddenly ...................... back to 
that amazing trip we made to India. 
a) put b) flashed C) stirred d) associated 
2 Close your eyes and try to... up a picture of a place where you feel at peace. 
a) store b) eat c) conjure d) stick 
3 Ivan has an excellent memory - he can... up precise details of things that happened 
when he was a small child. 
a) come b) flood c) flash d) call 
4 Please don't talk about that day - I want to... it all behind me. 
a) put b) stir c) block d) summon 
5 Pablo should try not to let his regrets for what he has done...................... away at him. 
a) come b) eat C) stick d) flood 


Complete this dialogue with phrasal verbs from the opposite page. 


Maya  l'vejustfound this old dress at the back of my wardrobe. It....................... (1) me of 
that party at Anna's. Do you remember? It must be at least 20 years ago! 


Rory Goodness me! That certainly does ...................... (2) up some memories. I hadn't 
thought of it for years, but it's all....................... (3) back now! Do you remember all 
those roses she had everywhere? 


Maya That’s right. | always....................... (4) the smell of roses with Anna. 
Rory We spent all evening dancing together. We had such a lovely evening. 


Maya Actually, | don't know if we did. It’s all....................... (5) back to me now. Don't you 
remember, as we were leaving the party, Anna's brother came running out accusing you 
of stealing his wallet? He got really violent and started pushing you. 


Rory Oh yes! That was awful. Pd just completely ....................... (6) the memory out. 

Maya Well, I’m glad you did. If you hadn't....................... (7) it behind you, then we wouldn't be 
friends with him now. 

Rory That’s right. Anyway, it's the good memories that you want to ...................... (8) with 
you. Those are the ones to... (9) up for the future. 

Maya Well, we've got plenty of those we can ....................... (10) up when we need them. 


Explain the play on words in these titles of newspaper articles. 


1 COOK STIRS UP MEMORIES 
OF 1950s SCHOOL DINNERS 


Answer these questions using full sentences. 


1 What colour do you associate with your childhood and why? 

2 Is there any particular smell that reminds you of your childhood? 

3 What music conjures up memories of your youth? 

4 Is there any particular memory of your schooldays that you would like to block out? 
5 Which makes memories come back to you more powerfully - music or smells? 
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19 Making progress 
a Beginning and ending 


phrasal verb with collocations definition of phrasal verb | example 

new businesses / political suddenly appear or begin | At the turn of the century, new left-wing 
movements / buildings spring to exist political movements sprang up. 

up 


new buildings / factories / cafés | suddenly appear or begin | Pavement cafés have suddenly sprouted 
sprout up to exist 


up all over the town. 


open up opportunities/ 


make possible or become | The new shopping centre will open up all 


meeting/party breaks up 


possibilities or opportunities/ possible sorts of job opportunities. 
possibilities open up 
break up a meeting/party or a end, people start to leave I’m sorry to break up the party, but it's 


getting very late. 


finish with magazine/ 
scissors/salt 


no longer need Can you let me have the magazine when 


you've finished with it? 


trend/business/price bottoms 


reach a low level and stay | The share price fell steadily last year but 


meeting 


1 


out there has now bottomed out. 

game/match/anger/protest/ gradually become less The crowd started shouting and protesting, 

conflict peters out! strong and then stop but the protests soon petered out when 
completely they saw the armed police. 

wind up a business/interview/ end Jack intends to wind up his business soon. 


an interesting phrasal verb in that, unusually, to peter does not exist as a verb on its own 


BY Helping and hindering progress 


42 


We couldn’t continue when our cheap 
supply of materials dried up’. 


Things've been falling apart? since 
the new manager arrived. 


We can't do anything at the moment 
because the money's run out. 


We're pressing on? though we've 

had lots of problems. We can't do 

anything at the moment because 
the money's run out. 


1 
2 
3 


came to an end 
not working well 
continuing in a determined way 
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We had some staffing problems but 
the new HR person has magicked 
them away’. 


We got up to the third stage 
How’s progress with of our plan but haven’t made 
your business? much progress since. 


My PA has really improved 
things recently, so | hope we 
can hang on to? her. 


The CEO's whittling away (at)? 
the authority of middle managers. 


^ made them disappear, as if by magic 


5 keep 
€ gradually reducing 


19.1 


19.2 


19.3 


19.4 


Exercises 


Answer these questions. 


1 Would you be happy or unhappy if the exchange rate between your currency and the US dollar 


bottomed out? 
2 Which two verbs from the opposite page could you use to complete this sentence? 
Wind farms seem to be ....................... juxta ciu: up all over the countryside these days. 
3 Open up and break up can both be used with or without an object. True or false? 
4 If someone whittles away your confidence, do you feel more or less confident? 
5 If your anger peters out, does it become more or less strong? 


Complete the film blurbs below, using the correct verb or particle from the opposite page. 


TO CQ ft 


The Polyard Murders (18) 
As the food, drink and conversation 
io [2 PE (4), a social gathering at 
a large house in the town of Polyard 
rue (5) up around midnight and 
everyone heads home. However, two 
couples vanish on the way home and 

a murder hunt begins. Four more 
In the Net (PG) murders take place, but the killer's luck 


Leaving home and going off to college finally runs ................. (6) when a new, 
Neueste (1) up new possibilities for young detective from the city takes 
Nancy, a shy girl from a small town. over the case. 

However, she soon finds that her life 


starts falling ................. (2) when she 
gets involved with a handsome 
basketball player. Desperate to hang 
——À (8) to her new love, she 
embarks on a dangerous course of 
action. 


Rewrite these sentences to make them sound less formal using phrasal verbs instead of 
the underlined words. 


1 When you no longer need the scissors, could you pass them to me? 

2 They terminated the business in 2014 after a year of low sales. 

3 OK, so who's made the bottle opener vanish? It was here a minute ago! 

4 We've had some setbacks but we'll continue undeterred. 

5 lonly reached page 12 of the book before | got bored and stopped reading it. 


Explain the play on words with the phrasal verbs in these sentences. 


1 Mr Bellamy decided to wind up his clock-making business after 35 years. 

2 Three new greengrocers' shops have sprouted up in the town centre recently. 

3 Even though the dry cleaner's was not getting much business, the owners decided to 
press on. 

4 Anew trampoline factory has sprung up on the outskirts of the town. 

5 The Speedyheels training shoe company has run out of money. 
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Conflict and violence 


E—3 Particles in phrasal verbs connected with conflict and violence 


Some of the phrasal verbs in this unit have the particle up (smash up, flare up) where up 
suggests extreme or complete. In come at and fly at at indicates the direction of the violent 
action. Off suggests remove in bump off [(informal), kill] and fight off, and out suggests remove 
completely in wipe out [completely destroy]. Thinking about the meaning the particle adds 

will help you learn the verbs in groups and remember them better. 


— B) Talking about conflict and violence 
Faisal Why couldn't you buy a ticket? 


Emma The ticket office was closed and vandals had smashed up the machine on the platform. 


Fatima What happened to you? Are you hurt? 
Alex | Aman pushed me over and tried to steal my bag. He came at me from behind. 
Fatima Oh, that's dreadful! Did he take your bag? 


Alex — No,I managed to fight him off, then some people came and he ran off. 


Camille What did the boss say when you all complained? 


Albert Well, he just flew at! me and said | was irresponsible, then he rounded on? the 
others and ordered them to get back to work. I’ve never seen him flare up? like that 
before, you know, he just flew into‘ a rage as soon as | opened my mouth. 


Camille So relations are not good now? 


Albert No. It’s the biggest bust-up? we've ever had with him. But we're not going to let him 
push us around. 


1 suddenly spoke to me very angrily ^ if someone flies into a particular state (e.g. rage, 


? suddenly turned and attacked them panic), they are suddenly in that state 
or shouted at them angrily 5 (informal) an angry argument 
3 suddenly become very angry € tell someone what to do in a rude or threatening way 


Jade  Ihear your neighbours have been fighting one another! 


Ben Yes, Luke said Arthur had stolen some plants from his garden, so he set his dog on' 
him. Arthur kicked the dog, then punched Joss and almost knocked him out. The police 
had to come and break it up! 


T attack someone, or make a person or animal attack someone 


Eloise What happened at the end of the film? 


Maisie Well, they caught the man who'd been bumping everyone off, of course. 


-N Metaphorical uses of phrasal verbs to suggest conflict or violence 


The verbs in this group are particularly typical of newspaper language because they have 
metaphorical meanings, which is good for word play. 
The government promised to wipe out poverty. [make it disappear completely] 
The minister is fighting off calls for her resignation. 
Some newspapers are trying to drag the prime minister into the scandal. [talk about or bring 
someone or something into a difficult or unpleasant situation, especially when that person or 
thing is not seen as being connected with the situation] 
He published an article in a national newspaper as a way of striking back at his critics. 
[attacking someone who has attacked you (the literal meaning of striking is hitting)] 
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20.1 


20.2 


20.3 


20.4 


Exercises 


Complete these sentences by adding one word to the end of each one. 


1 


c -410» 01 3» C) h2 


| couldn't get anything from the vending machine because some hooligans had smashed 

We MC . 

When Charlotte told her mother she had scratched her car, she flew into a ....................... . 
He's terribly bossy, so make sure you don't let yourself be pushed ....................... à 

Tom hit the man so hard that he knocked him ....................... : 

Don't interfere in the fight yourself - wait for the police to come and break it ....................... , 
Robyn did her best, but she didn't manage to fight her attacker ....................... . 

If someone criticises you unfairly, it is better to ignore them than to strike ...................... ; 
My neighbour went to jail for trying to bump her boss ....................... . 


Correct the six mistakes with phrasal verbs in this paragraph. 


There was a terrible bust-off at work today. The departmental 
manager came into the office in a terrible temper. She flew on 
her PA and when people tried to calm her down, she rounded at 
them. | don't know what had got into her. She pushes everyone 
over a lot, but she's not normally quite so aggressive. | tried not 
to get dragged onto it at first, but she started shouting really 
loudly at Jessica, so | stepped in to try to break things out. 


Do the phrasal verbs in these sentences need an object? If so, add an appropriate object 
in an appropriate place. 


aAuoBRWN Hn| 


When | tried to enter the house, the dog flew at. 

Ellis can seem quite happy one moment and then the next he'll flare up. 

They threatened to bump off if he told anyone about the robbery. 

Because she had learned some judo as a child, Lauren found it much easier to fight off. 
| was completely taken by surprise when someone suddenly came at from behind. 
After only ten seconds in the ring, Henry's opponent had knocked out. 


Rewrite these sentences using the word in brackets. 


I 
2 


w 


Paul tried to involve me in the argument, but | managed to stay out of it. (DRAG) 

The old man thought the boys were trying to break into his house, so he told his dog to attack 
them. (SET) 

The aim of the organisation is to completely abolish cruelty to children. (wiPE) 

Although he is small, James is strong and he quickly managed to hit his attacker so hard that he 
became unconscious. (KNOCK) 

Uncle Ronnie can lose his temper very quickly if you say the wrong thing. (FLARE) 

The witness saw the thief attack the woman just as she was opening her car door. (COME) 

The robbers came running out of the bank, knocking down an old lady who was in their path. 
(PUSH) 

Older people often find it harder to get rid of colds and other infections than younger people do. 
(FIGHT) 


Find a story in a newspaper dealing with conflict or violence in some way. Note down any phrasal 
verbs that it contains in their context. 
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BEER Loud or unpleasant sounds 


46 


1 
2 
3 
4 


Hi Finn, 
Thanks for your email. 


l've more or less settled in to my new cottage. It's lovely — except for the neighbours. They are just so 

noisy! | can hear their sound system blasting out! at all hours of the day and night and one of them plays 
the trumpet — he’s belting out? jazz most evenings. At least he plays well, so that noise doesn't grate on 
me as much as it might! Much worse is the fact that one of them has a very loud voice and is also very 
bad-tempered. When she's angry she bangs things down’ and her voice booms out? and sometimes the 
arguments even drown out® my own music. I’ve asked them nicely if they could keep the noise down a bit, 
but they have ignored me. And | thought | was moving to a quiet village where the only loud noise would be 
bells pealing out’ on a Sunday morning! 


Hope all goes well with you. 


Cheers, 

John 
producing a lot of noise, especially loud music 5 makes a very loud noise 
(informal) playing a musical instrument or singing very loudly € prevent from being heard 


[n 


(of sound or behaviour) annoy ringing loudly (of bells) 


puts down with force because she is angry 


Sounds starting and finishing 


1 


2 


S 
4 


Hi John, 

Interesting to hear about your new cottage. l'm attaching an ad for some earplugs which claim to help you 
shut anything out!! 

| moved into a new flat a month or so ago, too. It’s next to the football stadium. | can't see the matches, but 

| can follow what's going on from the sounds | hear. A cheer goes up? whenever the home team shoots. But 
the sound quickly dies down? if the ball doesn't go in. Every time there's a match | find myself listening out 
fort the cheers. When | told my girlfriend that | wanted to stay at home to listen to the sounds of a football 
match, she burst out? laughing, thinking | was joking, and started talking about how we could decorate the flat. 
When another cheer went up from the stadium, though, her voice trailed offf and she rushed to the window 
in excitement. Then she stayed in the flat with me and spent all afternoon at the window watching spectators 
going in and out of the stadium. 


Cheers, 
Finn 


5 


prevent a sound from being heard (can also be used about (of a sound) suddenly started 


preventing a sight from being seen) (collocates with laughing, crying, with 
if a shout (e.g. cheer, cry, groan) goes up, a lot of people make a comment/remark) 

that noise at the same time € gradually became quieter and 
becomes less loud or strong and then stops then stopped 


making an effort to hear a noise which you are expecting 
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Exercises 


21.1  Putthese phrasal verbs into two groups, a ‘noisy’ group (making noise) and a ‘not noisy’ 
group (reducing noise). 


belt out boom out die down trail off keep down blast out 


making noise reducing noise 


21.2 Complete these sentences with phrasal verbs from 21.1. Use each verb only once. 


1 She was telling us about how angry Simon had made her, but her voice ...................... off when he 
entered the room. 

2 Aswe entered the club, the singer was ...................... out his latest song. 

3 Rock music was ...................... out from an open window as | passed the house. 

4 Children, please ...................... the noise down - Grandpa's having a rest. 

5 Major Frogshort’s voice ................... out across the square as he issued orders to his men. 

6 At6 p.m. the noise of the machines ....................... down and the workers went home. 


21.3  Choosethe correct particle to complete these sentences. 


1 Suddenly a cheer went ....................... asthe president appeared on the balcony. 
a) out b) up c) on 
2 lllisten ...................... for your call and come down to the street so you don't have to park. 
a) with b) to c) out 
3 Faye was so angry she banged her phone....................... , 
a) down b) on C) away 
4 These ear defenders shut ....................... 90% of external noise. 
a) down b) away c) out 
5 When she heard how the story ended, she burst ...................... laughing. 
a) into b) out c) in 
6 | love to hear the bells pealing ....................... at New Year. 
a) out b) on c) off 
7 The noise of a plane passing overhead drowned ....................... the radio and | missed the news. 
a) down b) off c) out 
8 She has such an awful voice; it just grates ....................... me every time she sings. 
a) to b) at c) on 


21.4 Answer these questions. Use a dictionary if necessary. 
1 If someone’s voice drones on, are you likely to enjoy listening to them or not? 


[R^ Cambridge : a f i : "- 
"W^ Dictionary 2 If birds are chirping away and if a person is chattering away, away suggests a continuing sound. 
True or false? 
aA 3 What particle would be best here? 
The cheers of the crowd built...................... to a roar as the runners approached the finish line. 
4 What particle would be best here? 
The noise of the train died ..................... as it headed towards the distant coast. 


5 What phrasal verb with ring can be used for all of these things? 
church bells acry a shot a shout applause 

6 What phrasal verb with come would fit in this sentence? 
Suddenly an announcement... sss the public address system warning 
everyone to evacuate the building. 
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22 Supporting and opposing people or views 


48 


In these television interviews, Members of Parliament (MPs) are defending their positions. 


Interviewer Recently you seem to have come out against! those in your party who want stronger 
anti-terrorist laws. Why? 


MP | haven't changed my position at all, and | stick by what I’ve always said. Those 
who side with? the terrorists or support them in any way must be opposed. But 
we need a mature debate about the causes of terrorism. 


mm 


stated publicly that you opposed an issue (opposite: come out in favour of) 
support a person or group in an argument 


N 


Interviewer You said you were determined to introduce higher fuel charges, but after the 
opposition from the trucking companies you seem to have caved in?. Why? 


MP We are a listening party and we always defer to‘ expert opinion. We were advised 
that higher charges would have a negative economic effect in the long term, so 
we have decided to go with? that advice. 


w 


agreed to something that you were against before, because of persuasion or threats 
(formal) accept someone else’s opinion because they know more or are more important 
accept a plan or an idea 


a A 


Interviewer You seem to be leaning increasingly towards? more conservative policies. Is there 
any truth in the rumour that you are about to cross over’ to the Conservative Party? 


MP No. The values | stand for? are liberal values, but | see no point in siding against? 
the Conservative Party on those issues where | agree with them. 


support or begin to support a particular set of ideas or a particular political party 
start to support a different, often opposing, person or group 

support 

opposing a person or group in an argument 


Oo Oo - o 


Note the phrasal verbs for supporting and opposing people or views in these newspaper extracts. 


17-year-old boy claims he was egged on! by his friends to steal cars. | 


1 encouraged to do something, often something that is wrong, stupid or dangerous 


Cheered on? by her supporters, Sadie Hinds beat the world record. 


? received encouraging shouts 


Mrs Gilmore, who celebrated her 104th birthday, when asked what her secret was, said 
she swears by? a glass of hot milk with a little sugar every night before bed. 


3 believes that something is very effective and that it will always work well 


Mr West said the club would not hear of^ letting children attend the event. | 


not allow something, or not allow someone to do something (always in the negative) 


The peace campaign was buoyed up? recently by a donation of €1,000,000. | 


supported and made more successful 


He was someone who always stuck up for$ the rights of the poor and the homeless. | 


(informal) defended or fought for something important 


4 


5 


6 
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22.1 


22.2 


22.3 


22.4 


Exercises 


Look at A opposite. Complete these statements from a political manifesto. 


TS PAY meee re for equality for all. 
We do not hesitate to... ee. out strongly against any case of injustice. 
Wee ccce by our principles at all times and never...................... in to threats 


or pressure from the opposition. 


Woo Um with the underdog and do not....................... to those who are 
wealthy and powerful. 


Look at B opposite. Put the words in the correct order to make sentences. 


1 runners / The / cheered / line / on / the / were / as / they / spectators / for / the / by / 
finishing / headed 
2 rely / sister / Tim / You / to / on / stick / little / can / his / for / up 
3 grandfather / by / My / garlic / a / of / raw / himself / as / way / from / colds / protecting / swears / 
catching 
4 bungee / My / have / mother / would / tried / we / never / hadn't / her / jumping / on / 
egged / if 
5 all-night / to / wanted / to / go / mother / party / an / it / her / wouldn't / but / of / She / hear 
6 of/ discovery / the / years / British / gas / the / North / The / up / buoyed / in / economy / 
Sea / some / for 


Which word from the opposite page could fit into all the sentences in each set? Note any 
new meanings of the word which you come across. 


1 Ifa politician doesn't... by what he has said, he will lose the voters' trust. 
Don't forget to... a stamp on each of your postcards. 
It is not always easy to... ee up for what you believe in if others are attacking you. 


2 | cannot believe that you would ....................... with the government on the issue of the war. 
Peter was warned not to ....................... against the minister if he wanted to have a successful 
career in politics. 

You will find a lot of interesting phrasal verbs on the left-hand ....................... of the page. 


3 Please come and ....................... me on in the tennis match. 
Josie is a bit miserable, so we really should go round and try to ....................... her up. 
Buses went up as the prince entered the stadium. 


4 Harry Carr's investment should help to .................... up the company. 
We always try to... each other up before giving important presentations. 
You must try to sail the yacht round that red... : 


Are these sentences correct? If not, correct them. 


1 My preferred course of action would be to get with what Ivan has recommended. 

2 He began his political life as a Conservative but crossed across to the Labour Party when he 
realised that he would be more likely to get a seat in Parliament that way. 

Many people start to lean more towards right-wing ideas as they become middle-aged. 

Either side with the prime minister or against him - don’t abstain from voting. 

| shall have to defer on your superior knowledge of the situation. 

My mother promises by a daily spoonful of honey to keep healthy all year long. 

Josh is not usually naughty himself but he is quick to egg others off. 

The headteacher said she would not hear of pupils coming to school with hair dyed a bright colour. 


ANNAN BW 
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23 Agreeing 
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Toby Sothe first thing on the agenda today is 
nailing down! the plan for next month's 
launch party. 


Magda Well, what happened at the senior 
management meeting? Did our budget request 
go through”? 


Toby Yes, it did. A couple of them didn’t want to agree to it at first, so | had to explain about the 
plans to invite local business leaders and other influential people. | had to leave before 
the end, but apparently they arrived at a unanimous decision and approved the budget. 


Kate Great. Well, Jon and I have already hammered out? a deal with a venue just down the 
road. The boss at the Olive Bistro can give us a great price. 


Magda  Shouldn't it be somewhere a little more upmarket? 


Kate | don't think you should rule it out* until you see it. It doesn't look like much from the 
outside, but they have done a great job with the recent refurbishment. 


Toby We don't have to settle on? the venue right now. We just need to come to an 
agreement by the end of the week. Maybe a couple of us should go and have a look at 
the Olive Bistro tomorrow morning. Magda, can | count you in?? 


Magda Yes, OK. And what about entertainment? At the last meeting Nigel was very keen on 
having a DJ. Do we all want to go along with’ that? 


! making a decision about all the details of something > agree on 

? be approved by an official authority € include a person in a plan or activity 
3 reached an agreement after a long discussion (opposite: count someone out) 

^ say no to something 7 


agree with someone's idea or opinion 


Agreeing after disagreeing 
At first only Tania and | liked the blue design best, but we gradually won the others round'. 


Ben wasn't sure about joining the special project team at the beginning, but | managed to talk him 
round? in the end. 


It took a while to persuade my line manager to send me on the business management course, but 
she gave in? eventually! 


When we first moved to an open-plan office, | didn't really like it. But l've come round to‘ it now, as 
it has improved communication in the team. 


The Board have finally backed down? over their proposals to restructure the department. 
The management had to bow to? pressure from the unions and give the pay rise they promised. 
She wanted to work in London originally, but in the end she had to settle for' the regional office. 


Two of the team had a big disagreement and weren't talking to each other for a few days. Fortunately, 
they seem to have smoothed things over? this morning. 


1 persuaded (can also be win over) 2 


? persuade $ do something you don't want to do (another way to 
3 agree after initially refusing say this is bend to) 
^ changed my opinion T agree to something which isn't your first choice 

8 made a problem less serious 


admitted they were wrong and changed their minds 


Tip 


If we persuade someone not to do something, we talk them out of something. He wanted to havea 
party while his parents were away, but I talked him out of it. 
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23.1 


23.2 


23.3 


23.4 


Exercises 


Match the beginning of each sentence with its ending. 


The Marketing Director refused to go a) through last week, and it arrived in the post this morning. 


Although it's very unlikely that we'll b) to pressure and agreed to increase the annual 

get the contract, | wouldn't rule it dividend. 

l'd like to settle c) along with our suggestions about the new product 

| really want to smooth things design. 

The application for my credit card went d) round to his way of thinking. That's why he's such 
Lucy was very resistant at first, but a good negotiator. 

we eventually managed to win her e) on a date for the interviews as soon as possible. 

After a very difficult meeting with the — f) over with Roger, as we have to work together every day. 


shareholders, the Board finally bowed g) out completely. 
Dominic's very good at talking people h) over. Now she loves the idea! 


Choose the correct particle to complete these sentences. 


1 


6 
7 


We've booked the venue and the caterers. Now we just need to nail down / up / round the rest of 
the details. 

I’ve explained why we should update the website, but he just refuses to give up / in / back and let 
me do it. 

We spent ages discussing the new logo, and we eventually came to/ through / up against an 
agreement. 

Can we settle on / for / down a paint colour for the walls first, and then start looking at furniture? 
Polly agreed to / out / up the new schedule initially, but then realised that it didn't give her enough 
time to finish her work. 

Despite the fact that Mark was clearly in the wrong, he refused to back up / round / down and apologise. 
We need some volunteers to help organise the charity fundraiser. Can we count you on/ in / into? 


Rewrite each sentence using a phrasal verb based on the word in brackets in an appropriate form. 


1 


N 


am BW 


After two weeks of strikes, the company finally changed their mind and increased the overtime 
rate. (GIVE) 

Our application for planning permission was approved without any problems, so we can start 
building next month. (Go) 

We've got a general agreement, but it will take some time to work out the details. (HAMMER) 

Chris always just agrees with what the manager says. He never thinks for himself. (Go) 

It’s going to be difficult to finalise all the details of the training day until we’ve chosen a date. (NAIL) 
Charlie said he didn’t like the new website design, but | think he’ll change his opinion about it 
when he sees the latest version. (COME) 


Answer these questions. 


1 


If someone says they’ll go along with you when you make a suggestion, do they mean a) they agree 
b) they have changed their mind c) they disagree with you? 

If someone gives in too easily to their children, are they a) very strict b) easily persuaded c) always 
arguing with them? 

If your boss rules out an idea you suggest, does that mean she a) wants to do it b) isn’t sure 
whether to do it c) definitely doesn’t want to do it? 

If you hear on the news that a government is bowing to international pressure, does it mean a) they 
are keeping the same opinion b) they agree with other countries c) they are changing their mind? 

If someone says they want to smooth things over after an argument, does it mean a) they don’t 
want to talk to you again b) they want to make a problem less serious c) they want to agree 
with you? 
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Understanding 

As a maths teacher | find it interesting to see how pupils cope with my 

subject. Some pick up every new topic very quickly, while others take rather 
longer to catch on’. Some have to grapple with? the topic for a long time 

but eventually understand it very well. Some find it goes in better if they are 
presented with the whole picture right from the beginning, whereas others like 
me to break a topic down into small bite-sized chunks. Then they gradually 
piece it all together for themselves. Although some find it harder than others 
to keep up? with what | tell them, everyone usually cottons on" in the end. 

1 


(informal) understand 3 be able to understand something that is happening or changing fast 
? try hard to deal with ^ (informal) begins to understand 


Having ideas 


phrasal verb 


occur to sb 


definition of phrasal verb 


come into your mind 


example 


It suddenly occurred to me that he hadn't told me 
his name. 


hit on (an idea) 


have a good idea (especially one 
that solves a problem) 


We weren't sure how to celebrate our anniversary 
until James hit on the idea of spending the 
weekend in Paris. 


rough out 


reflect on 


write or draw the outline of an 
idea without going into details 


(slightly formal) think very hard 
about something 


The novelist said he always roughs out several 
plots before he decides which one to use. 


We all need to take some time to reflect on what 
has happened. 


think up sth or 
think sth up 


create an idea or plan using your 
imagination and intelligence 


Can you help me think up an idea for my 
presentation? 


play with (an 
idea) 


consider an idea but usually do 
not do it 


The headteacher played with the idea of 
introducing compulsory lessons in good manners. 


leap out at 


be immediately obvious 


| couldn't solve the crossword clue last night, but 
this morning the answer leapt out at me. 


Discussing ideas 


| have some great colleagues. Whenever | have a problem at work, | talk 
it through! with my supervisor. She always comes at? problems from a 
slightly different angle, and thrashing an issue out? with her helps me 
to see the problem more clearly and to find a solution. Then there is my 
marketing team. | am very proud of them. In our regular meetings to 
discuss new promotional activities, we bounce our ideas off* each other 
until we find something that we all like. We find that batting our ideas 
around? like this is really productive and results in great campaigns. 


1 discuss something in order to understand 


it better 


? approaches 


4 


5 


3 discussing something in order to find a solution 
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(informal) tell someone about an idea to 
find out what they think of it 

(slightly informal) discussing different 
ways of dealing with an issue 


24.1 


24.2 


24.3 


Exercises 


Complete this conversation using verbs from the box. 


Student J'vebeen...................... (1) with this idea you talked about in your lecture, that 
written language is becoming more like spoken language these days, but I'm finding 
it difficult. l've been tryingto...................... (2) out some chapters for my dissertation 
and | like this topic, but | think | need to ...................... (3) it through with you first. 


Lecturer Well, why don't... (4) a few ideas off you? Then you can see if they make 
sense. When you write emails to your friends, how formal are they? 


Student Pretty informal usually. 
Lecturer Let's just... (b) on that for a moment. What makes them informal? 


Student lsuppose it’s grammar for one thing. | use contractions like ‘I’m’ or ‘it’s’ instead of 
‘lam’ or ‘it is’. And slang words and so on. 


Lecturer Yes, and hasn'tit....................... (6) to you that what you're doing is sort of talking to 
people rather than writing to them? 


Student Ah. Isee. think I’ve... (7) on now. Things like email and text messages and 
chat rooms and so on are changing the way we write, is that it? 


Lecturer Exactly. Go away and think about it a bit more and I’m sure you'll....................... (8) on 
a few more ideas. Look at a few newspapers and magazines. Try and ....................... (9) 
the topic down into different themes, like grammar and vocabulary. 


Student OK, thanks. I'll probably be ableto...................... (10) it all together now. 


Lecturer Yes, and come back if you need more help and we can....................... (11) it out together 
and try and clarify it more. OK? Bye. 


Choose the correct particle to complete these sentences. 


1 l've been trying to think about / up / over a plan for a surprise birthday party for Theodore, but I 
haven't hit on / out / up the right idea yet. 

2 Ithought about the problem for ages, but then the solution just leapt over / away / out at me. 

3 Some ofthe trainees are very good at picking on / over / up new techniques, while others take a 
long time to catch on / across / in. 

4 It's hard to keep up to / with / for all the reading for my literature course. 

5 We formed a committee to bat a few ideas over / up / around for the college open day. 

6 Fora while we played with / on / at the idea of making all the courses compulsory, but we dropped 
it because it would be so unpopular. 

7 l|think we should try and come into / on / at the problem from a different angle. 

8 Itried to explain it to him, but new information takes a long time to go on / in / off sometimes! 


ps 


Find phrasal verbs from the opposite page which 
seem to treat ideas as if they are: 


1 balls that can be played with 
2 parts of a puzzle 
3 things that you need physical strength to deal with 


LLL 


P d Faz, 
c 29 7 
awe” wa, 
LO 


Max stared at the crossword for ages, but 
then the answer suddenly leapt out at him. 
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Arranging things 


A group of students are organising things for a college open day. Note how they use phrasal 
verbs to talk about arranging things. 


Ben We need something to prop up! the video camera. Maybe we could use that big box? 


Anna Or we could rest it on the bookcase. That could double up as? a camera support. 


! make something stay in a particular position by putting something underneath or against it 
? also be used as 


Tim Let's gather up all those brochures and stack them up in one pile over here. 
Elodie OK, then l'lhave to see about? an extra table; we've got too much stuff. 

3 deal with something, or arrange for something to be done 
Sacha We need to space out the tables a bit; they're too close together at the moment. 


Lizzie Yes, and we should line them up a bit better too so that it all looks neat. 


Paul Why don't we separate off’ all the student work displays and put them all together in 
the other room? 


Jake Yes, OK. l'll round up? some more helpers; it's going to be quite a big job. 


Paul Yes, and then separate out’ the first-year students’ work, the second-year students’ work and 
the third- and fourth-year students’ work and make a special display of it. That would be nice. 


Jake OK, but how will | know the first-year stuff from the rest? 
Paul The name and the year are on the back of each piece of work. 
remove something from a large group of things 


find and gather together a group of people or animals 
divide a group of people or things into smaller groups 


a A 


o 


Kelly Hey everyone, if you could pile up all your rubbish in the corner there, I'll get someone 
to take it all away at once. 


Paul OK, but | think we should sift through’ everything before we throw it away in case 
we're throwing away things we should keep. 


- 


examine a large collection of something, especially papers, usually in order to discover something or to decide 
what is important 


Other verbs connected with organising and arranging things 
We hoarded away dozens of bottles of water as we knew there would be a shortage in the hot 
weather. [put a supply of something in a safe place so that it can be used in the future] 


l've been trying to fix up a meeting with our local MP so we can get to know her better. [(informal) 
arrange] 


He folded up the scarf, wrapped it in gold wrapping paper and did it up with a red bow, ready 
to give to his grandfather on his birthday. [fasten or tie something] 


The headteacher geared his speech more towards the parents than the pupils. [designed 
something so that it was suitable for a particular purpose, situation, or group of people] 


Norton College ranks among the best in the country. [has a particular position in a list 
arranged in order of quality] 
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Exercises 


25.1 Answer these questions about the verbs in A. 


1 Whatother things can someone round up, apart from people? 

2 What might you prop your head up with if you're reading on the sofa? 

3 Which other verb in A is close in meaning to stack up? 

4 Ifyou sift through papers, what are you doing? 

5 Doesthe particle up seem to have any similar meanings in the verbs in A? 


25.2 Choose the correct phrasal verb to complete these sentences. 


1 We had to stick up / stock up / stack up the chairs after the meeting and lock the hall. 

2 Could you round in / round up / round off some people to help move the furniture? 

3 Let's separate off / separate away / separate out the blue forms, the green forms and the white 
forms so that they don't all get mixed up together. 


25.3 Complete the gaps in the texts with a particle from B opposite. 


My nine-year-old son is so untidy. I’m tired of trying to get him to 
fold his clothes ............ (1) and put them neatly into drawers. The 
trouble is, his drawers are full of other things - toys and games, 
stones and pieces of wood that he has hoarded ............ (2) for 
some reason or another. 


l've just done a presentation of our company's products with a major 
firm we'd like to do business with. It's ranked ............ (3) the biggest 

in the country, so we could make a lot of money if they agree to let us 
supply them with our boxes. | geared my presentation ............ (4) the 
quality of our boxes, and at the end of it | presented their team with 
one of our boxes done ............ (5) in specially-designed paper in their 
company colours and filled with information about our company. I 

= think they may be interested. They've certainly agreed to fix ............ (6) 
another meeting. 


25.4 Answer these questions using a phrasal verb based on the verb in brackets in your answer. 


1 What would you do if you wanted to discuss a business idea face-to-face with your bank 
manager? (FIX) 

2 If students are taking an important written exam, what are schools usually required to do with 
the desks where they sit to write their exams? (SPACE) 

3 If one leg of a table is shorter than the others, how might you use a book? (PROP) 

4 If you recycle your rubbish, why might you need several different containers? (SEPARATE) 

5 For a school photo, how does the photographer typically arrange the pupils? (LINE) 

6 If you are a student living in one room and you often have friends and family to stay with you, 
why might it be useful to have a large sofa? (DOUBLE) 

7 If you have a lot of papers on the floor and you want to tidy your room, what do you do with the 
papers? (GATHER) 

8 If you are going to meet someone who you've never met before at a crowded café, why might you 

each agree to wear something distinctive? (KNOW) 

You are arranging a party and want to ask an artistic friend to deal with decorating the room 

where the party is to be held. What could you say to your friend? (SEE) 

10 You have a pile of papers that you think it may be all right to throw away, but what is it a good 

idea to do with them first? (SIFT) 


co 
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26 Talking about size and number 
a Increasing and totalling 


56 


phrasal verb 


build up (sth) / 
build (sth) up 


definition of phrasal verb 


increase in amount, size or strength, 
or make something increase 


example 


Paula has been doing a lot of long-distance 
running to try to build up her stamina. 


bump up sth / 
bump sth up 


(informal) increase the size or 
amount of something, e.g. price, by 
a large amount 


Hotels in this town always bump their prices 
up when the film festival is on. 


round up sth / 
round sth up! 


increase a number to the nearest 
whole number 


The taxi fare came to £29.25, but we rounded it 
up and gave the driver £30. 


push up sth / 
push sth up 


increase the amount, number or 
value of something 


The TV series about Caitlin Cliff's pottery 
pushed up the value of her work. 


put on sth / put 
sth on 


if a person or animal puts on weight, 
they become heavier 


Bobby's put on six kilos since he stopped 
playing football. 


amount to sth become a particular amount When we added living costs to the fees, the 
cost of the course amounted to £34,000. 
add up (informal) increase and become a Bringing up children is an expensive business. 


large number or amount 


Clothes, shoes, food, toys, - it all adds up! 


1 


Decreasing 


(opposite: round down sth / round sth down - reduce to nearest whole number) 


Ice cream sales are high in summer but tail off as winter approaches. [decrease in amount] 


Since they employed a new chef, the quality of the food has really fallen off. [become smaller 


or lower] 


We'll never be able to get out of the car park now. Let's wait till the football crowds thin out a 
bit. [become fewer in number] 


Laura was so keen to get rid of her old car that | was able to get her to knock the price down a 
bit. [(informal) reduce] 


I’m afraid we have no choice but to slim the business down and some redundancies will be 
announced next week. [make it smaller in size, often by employing fewer people] 


Staying the same 


exams. However, the differences in grades between the sexes now seem to be 
levelling off! by the time pupils reach 18. At 18, boys’ results now average out at 
66% per exam, whereas the equivalent figure for girls is 67%. Several years ago 
there was concern at the rapidly rising rate of academic success among girls in 
comparison with boys, but this rate has clearly now flattened out?. It is believed 
that greater use of technology in the classroom is helping to balance things out’, 


This year 16-year-old girls have again done much better than boys in their school 


reviving boys' interest in their schoolwork. 


! becoming more similar (can also be level out) 


2 
3 
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stopped increasing or decreasing and begun to stay at the same level 
make things equal 


Exercises 


26.1  Correctthe mistakes with the phrasal verbs in these sentences. 


The total cost of our holiday amounted at nearly £500. 

The bill came to £22.20 each, so we rounded it over to £25 to include a tip. 
Helena has pushed on a lot of weight recently. 

It will take Joe some time to build on his strength again after such a long illness. 
The college hoped that the advert would push off enrolments for its new course. 
The new fertiliser claims to dump up agricultural yields considerably. 


aAnBWN Ee 


26.2 Match the statements 1-6 with the illustrations a-f. 
a b re d 


tl 7 1 2271 


2593 a LA PEN 
VIA ALMA 


1 Sales levelled out at £600. 4 They knocked the price down. 
2 The prices averaged out at £600. 5 Sales tailed off later in the week. 
3 The price was rounded down. 6 The price was bumped up. 


26.3 Answer the questions. 


1 The new manager has decided to slim the business down. 
What does the new manager intend to do? 

2 We picnicked in the forest in a place where the trees were beginning to thin out. 
Why might this have been a good place for a picnic? 

3 The graph showing hits on our website begins to flatten out in May. 
How many hits did the website get in June? 

4 Interest in politics seems to be falling off now, particularly among young people. 
Are young people more or less interested in politics than they used to be? 

5 Joseph's lack of interest in housework is balanced out by his love of gardening. 
How does the speaker probably feel about Joseph and what he does at home? 


26.4 Complete this email with phrasal verbs from the opposite page. 


eoo RA 


Dear Gordon, 


Sorry I haven't been in touch for a while. I’m not finding it so easy running my own business. We've 


had tornarsene orire (1) our prices because of strong competition, so our profits are 
DECINE tos. eenige seisin (2). They still... ebd sn (3) a pretty 
sizeable sum, but even so, it’s a bit worrying to see them ............sssss sss (4). I’m planning 
to close one of our factories. I hope that by 0.00... cece sss (5) the business in this 

way, I may be able too... cock sss (6) our profits again. All the worry has made me 
—— E adebeegaea (7) a lot of weight too because I tend to eat snacks to make me feel 
better. And as you know, it all... sss ! (8) 

Esther 
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Talking about success and failure 


The chief executive of a company is making a speech to the staff. Note the phrasal verbs 
connected with success and failure. F 


This year has been an eventful one. We've been able to 
capitalise on! the publicity we got in the new year with the 
launch of our new lines, and we've come out stronger than ever, 
despite strong competition. We've succeeded in reversing the 
downward trend we were suffering last year. What's more, we've 
managed to win back customers from the competition. We had 
been losing out to? international players, but now we can pride 
ourselves on? being able to offer better quality products at lower 
prices. In the middle of the year, we faced a hostile takeover 

bid from Diotecnics. We fought hard against it and finally won 
through’, as | knew we would. That bid fell through? and we 


are now stronger than ever. So | want to thank you all. 
4 


! use asituation in order to achieve something succeeded after trying hard to achieve 


good for yourself something 
? being less successful than 5 failed to happen 
3 be proud of 


Two students are talking on the phone about studying for exams. 
Harry | don’t think I’ll get through! the end-of-term exam this time. 
Libby Oh, really? Why? 


Harry Well, I’ve been really busy with the drama club, that’s the problem. 
| wish | could be one of those people who sail through? exams and still 
manage to pack in? a huge amount in their spare time. 


Libby Yes, me too. But never mind, you did your presentation the other day 
and you managed to carry that off" quite well. 


Harry I managed to fool everyone, you mean! | got by? only because | found 
some useful stuff on the Internet the night before. 


Libby Well, that's OK. That's what the Internet's for. As long as you didn't just 
copy it! 


1 pass 

? easily pass 

3 (informal) manage to do a lot of activities in a period of time 

^ succeed in doing or achieving something difficult 

5 (informal) had just enough or knew just enough of something to deal with a difficult situation 


Other verbs connected with succeeding and failing 
| couldn't really afford the time to go to a lecture on bees, but my curiosity won out and | 
went. [(informal) was stronger than other, competing emotions] 


The general lack of enthusiasm doomed the plan to failure. [made it sure to fail] 


The support of my friends and family helped to pull me through a very difficult time. 
[succeed in dealing with a difficult period of your life, or to help someone else to do this] 


You have to learn to rise above negative criticism if you want to succeed. [not allow something bad 
that is happening or being done to you to upset you or to affect your behaviour] 


Did you see the match on Saturday? We've fallen behind Liverpool by three points 
now. [failed to score as many points as another team or player in a competition] 
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27.1 


27.2 


27.3 


27.4 


Exercises 


Rewrite each sentence using a phrasal verb based on the word in brackets in an appropriate form. 


1 Some people were going to buy our flat, but at the last moment the sale failed to happen. (FALL) 
2 Steve is very proud of his organisational skills. (PRIDE) 

3 The company was able to take advantage of the unusually wet weather by promoting its 
inexpensive umbrellas. (CAPITALISE) 

The England team lost the trophy in 2014 but regained it the following year. (WIN) 

It’s been a difficult year for us, but we have emerged from it with renewed vigour. (COME) 

Leila managed to pass her driving test at her first attempt. (SUCCEED) 

Hassan was beaten by his brother in the finals of the tennis tournament. (LOSE) 

They had a long battle in court to prove their innocence, but finally they succeeded. (win) 


c -10 0 p 


Complete the text below using the correct verbs. 


Y CQ fi 


Home About Blog Contact me 


A French Adventure 

13 MARCH 

Richard was very pessimistic about my plans to ride my bike 
from the very north of France to the south. He was convinced the 


project was aa (1) to failure despite all my attempts to 
persuade him that | would be able to ...................... (2) it off. He 
said | would never be able to... (3) in so many miles 

in the short period of time | had at my disposal. | knew I’d be 
unlikely too... (4) through the trip without any problems, 
but | made a great effort to ....................... (5) above all his negative 
comments. | am so glad | did! It wasn't an easy ride, and my 
French isn't great, but | managed to ....................... (6) by using 
gestures and a translation app. My determination ....................... 
(7) me through, and in the end I ..................... (8) in reaching 


my destination just one day later than planned. I'm glad to say 
Richard was there to congratulate me. 


Say whether the people in these sentences (a) succeeded in doing something, (b) succeeded in 
doing something but only in the face of difficulty or (c) failed to do something. 


1 He was so nervous when he stood up to sing, but I think he carried it off rather well. 
2 She sailed through the interview and was offered the job immediately. 

3 | lost out in the job interview to another woman who had more experience than me. 
4 l'd hoped to go to Peru in March but the trip fell through. 

5 We packed in such a lot on our trip to Korea - we saw all the main cities and sights. 

6 The college authorities ignored our protests at first, but we won through in the end. 


Correct the ten mistakes with phrasal verbs in this paragraph. 


Oliver has always wanted to become an engineer, but it was quite difficult for him to get a place at college. He 
didn't get in at his first attempt, losing off to applicants with better exam grades. However, at his second try he 
succeeded to win a place. He then sailed over all his first-year exams but failed some of his exams in the second 
year, as he started spending a lot of time on the rugby pitch, playing for the college first team, rather than in 

the library. Then his team fell back in the college league after three games, so he wasn't too happy and did even 
less work, and as a result he failed three exams. However, he's always prided himself for being able to revise 
very efficiently when he's really under pressure, and in the third year he did enough to pull himself across. His 
friends were amazed that he managed to carry it out, as they were sure he could not have packed up enough 
study in such a short time to get by the exams. But Oliver knew that he had only just got over and he resolved to 
organise his life much better after leaving college. 
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28 Discussing problems 


A Describing problems 


60 


1 
2 


Rosie How's life with you, Kate? Is everything going OK? 


Kate Not really. They're threatening to make some redundancies at work, so that's hanging 
over! me. All because senior management botched up? and lost the company millions of 
pounds last year! My daughter's relationship with her boyfriend of five years has broken 
down? because pressures they were both having at work began to spill over^into their 
private lives and they just couldn't cope. Then my son, the journalist, was in Phrasalia and 
got caught up in? the revolution there - he ran into* difficulties when he was trying to 
leave and we don't know when he'll get home. He even landed in’ prison for a few days. 


Rosie Oh dear! And how are you bearing up?? 


Kate Oh, it’s hard, but lm OK. But how about you, what's going on in your life? 


Rosie It’s quite stressful, too, as we've just learned Leo’s sister is riddled with? cancer... 


making us worry about what is going to happen € began to experience 

(informal) spoiled something by doing it badly 7 found himself in a difficult situation or 
failed unpleasant place 

have an unpleasant effect on another situation 8 dealing with a sad or difficult situation 
involved in an activity or situation which ? full of something unpleasant or bad 
prevented him from moving 


Dealing with problems 


We must all resign ourselves to! the fact that we will encounter 
problems throughout our lives. We cannot safeguard against? all 
unpleasant events. Nor can we walk away? from every difficult 
situation that comes along. We have to find ways of living with^ the 
bad situations that we inevitably face from time to time and find ways 
of ironing out? difficulties. We should not be too proud to fall back 
on? our parents for advice — we may be surprised at how helpful they 
can be. If the problem is a disagreement, then we may be able to 
smooth things over’. Explaining how we feel will sometimes be all 
that is needed to clear up? a misunderstanding. If we have behaved 
badly, then we should apologise and find a way to make up for? our 
actions. The important thing is not to resort to? behaviour that we 
know is wrong even if it seems to offer a temporary solution. Don't just grasp at'' 
the first chance of an easy way out - it may not be the right thing to do. 


Annette Berg, 
Therapist and 
agony aunt 


accept that something we do not want to happen 
will happen 

do things to stop something unpleasant happening 
stop being involved in a situation that is difficult to 
deal with 

accepting a difficult situation and continuing with 
our life while it exists 

doing something to resolve a problem 

use something when other things have failed, or 
when there are no other choices 

make a disagreement or problem seem less serious 
or easier to deal with, especially by talking to the 
people involved in it 
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8 give or find an explanation for, or deal with, a 
problem or disagreement 

? do something good so that the bad thing seems 
less important and does not cause a problem any 
more 

10 do something that you do not really want to 
because you cannot find any other way of 
achieving something 

H quickly use or accept an opportunity to do or have 
something, especially because you are unhappy 
with the present situation 


Exercises 


28.1 Complete these emails between Isabella and Nicole using phrasal verbs from the opposite page. 


Hi Nicole, 


Life's never easy, is it? I’ve had a big misunderstanding with my colleague Blake and I want to 

I bdo vasi deii (1) it up, but I’m not sure how. It’s been ....................... (2) over me for a week now, 
and I don't want relations to ....................s (3) down between me and him as I have to meet with him 
once a week. He thinks I told people he took time off when he wasn't really sick and as a result 


JE T RE (4) in trouble with the boss. All I had said was I was glad to hear it wasn’t anything 
serious. What should I do? Advice greatly appreciated! 


Isabella 


Dear Isabella, 


Well, you're right not to try to... (5) away from the situation. It's bound 

LO E E (6) over into your professional dealings with him. It sounds like you've got 
— Gch (7) up in some malicious office gossip. Invite him out to lunch, explain, and 
apologise for causing him any problems. That should ....................... (8) things over a bit. 

Tell him what a wonderful colleague he is. At moments like this you have to ....................... (9) to 
flattery! It's usually the only way to ....................... (10) up for saying or doing something you wish 
you hadn't. Most people can't resist being flattered! 


Hope that helps. 
Love, 


Nicole 


28.2  Rewrite the underlined parts of these sentences using a phrasal verb from the opposite page. 
Make any other necessary changes. 


1 When the doctors examined the dead man, they found his body was full of disease. 

2 ljust quickly accepted the first opportunity to get out of my boring job and do something more 
exciting. | wasn't prepared to just continue to accept it; | had to make a change. 

3 | was forced to use my knowledge of map reading from my days as a scout to help us find a way 
out of the valley. 

4 I’m sorry, I’ve done things the wrong way and caused a lot of problems for everyone. 

5 Ahealthy diet and plenty of exercise is the best way to protect yourself from heart disease. 

6 His life is difficult. His parents died last year when he was only 16. Now he just has to be brave and 
determined and try to carry on as best he can. 

7 lm afraid we just have to reluctantly accept the fact that we are going to have to sell the house. 

8 She tried very hard to resolve the misunderstandings between the two groups. 


Over to 


Look at the problem page of any English language magazine or newspaper and see how many phrasal 


verbs are used to talk about problems. Make a note of any you find, especially any not practised in this 
unit. There are also many problem pages in English on the Internet. Try doing a search for ‘problem page’. 
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Deciding and influencing 


Note the phrasal verbs for making decisions and influencing people and events. 


It's time for me to decide on that interesting offer I had last For a long time I've been toying with? the idea of 
week. I’ve mulled it over!, but I still don't know whether to say doing something completely different with my life. The 
yes or no and the deadline is tomorrow. I just want to be careful opportunity has finally come, but I need to size up^ the 
not to tie myself down? to something I might regret later. situation before I make my decision. 


=. 
w 


thought carefully about something for a considering (doing) something, but not very 
long time seriously and without making a decision 
stop yourself from being free to do what carefully examine a situation or person in 


N 
A 


you want to do order to make a judgement 

Have you heard the rumours about the changes that I'm sorry to hear about your disagreement with your 

are going to be pushed through? at work? I know colleague. It's clear that it's very difficult to reason with 
you've been singled out? for praise recently, but so her, but don't let her play on? your good nature and don't 
has your rival for promotion and I get the feeling that give in. Do your best to try and work things out!° with 
management are trying to play you off against’ each her, but if you can’t, I think you should consult your boss. 


other. I’m worried that the changes may result in her 


` . 9 
doing you out of? the promotion you deserve. 


use your fears/weaknesses to make you do what 
they want, often in an unfair way 

made officially accepted 10 think carefully about how you are going to do 
chosen from a large group of people or things, something and make a plan or decision 

usually in order to criticise or praise them 

encourage you to compete/argue with another to 

get some advantage from this situation 

(informal) stopping you from getting or keeping 

something, in a dishonest or unfair way 


o Uo 


= 


co 


In these dialogues the second speaker uses a phrasal verb to paraphrase what the first speaker says. 
Ahmed _ | might say no to the Berlin trip and go to Moscow instead, but I’m not sure. 
Julian So you're tending towards the Moscow trip? | thought you might. 
Lucy | think | now agree with you that we should postpone the new product launch. 
Stan Ah-ha! So you've finally come round to my way of thinking. 
Ryan That’s it. I’ve decided. I’m going to take the job in Madrid. 
Daniela Good! I'm glad you've arrived at a decision at last. You won't regret it. 
Dan So who's going to have the extra ticket? I’ve got a coin, if you like. 
Evan OK, let's toss for! it. ‘Heads’ - you get it, ‘tails’ — I get it. 


! throw a coin into the air to see which side lands facing upwards. For British coins, ‘heads’ means the side with 
the Queen’s head on it; ‘tails’ is the other side. 


Manon We need to encourage people to join the campaign and work with us. 


Charles Yes, we need to drum up more support. 


Do sb out of sth is not the only informal phrasal verb with do. We also find it in do in sb [kill], do out 


sth [decorate], do yourself up [make yourself look more attractive] and do without [manage without 
something]. Where verbs form groups like this, record them together. 
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29.4 


Exercises 


Find phrasal verbs in A that match these definitions. 


ANA ABRWNH Ee 


play with an idea, consider it but not very deeply ..............ssssssssssssss e 
try to discuss something rationally with someone ................ssssssssss Hee 
consider something carefully over a period of time .............. sss 
make up your mind about something ..............ssssssssssssss eene 
unfairly deprive someone of something ................sssssssssss emen 
evaluate someone or something ..............sssssssssssssssses eene 
restrictorlmitsomeone «dete Ree EH eate eras tentlba hung dae eee tte ceded RBS 
select one person from a large group ...........sssssssssssss emere 


Answer these questions about the verbs in B. 


4 


What do you need if you and a friend agree to make a decision by tossing for it? 

If someone is tending towards something, have they made a definite decision? 

What is a drum and why do you think it is used metaphorically in collocations like drum up support 
or drum up business? 

If someone comes round to a decision, how quickly did they arrive at that decision? 


Complete these sentences with a phrasal verb from the opposite page. 


1 


N 


o 


- 


8 
9 
10 


If we talk about the problems between us properly, I’m sure we'll be able to ....................... 
things sss : 
| thought it was very unfair of Mrs King to... VOU ener for criticism in front 


of everyone else like that. 


Although the redevelopment plans are unpopular, the government is determined to ..................... 
them sss i 

Clara is very keen that her daughters should not ..................... themselves ...............ss by 
getting married too young. 

| hope it won't take you too long to... sss a decision. 

If we don't manage to .............ss ue E some more business soon, we may have 


to close down. 


Sometimes children seem to be able to sense a new teacher's weakness and they ...................... 
— it to their own advantage. 

If you can't agree on which film to go and see, we'll have to ...................... TEE it. 

You don't need to made a decision immediately - take time to ..................... VU esc ] 
Saif is only two, but he is already very good at... his father ....................... 

bau Ett his mother. 


Correct the mistakes in these sentences. If there are no mistakes, put a tick at the end of 
the sentence. 


c Non AUNE 


Everyone is trying to dissuade me from taking the job, but I’m tending for accepting it. 
You'll need to take time to shape up the situation before you decide what to do. 
Wicked Uncle Fred succeeded in making his brother out of his rightful inheritance. 
Erica is toying with the idea of going to live in Australia, but | don't think she'll do it. 

It took Lily ages to get her father to go round to the idea of her training as a bus driver. 
The careers teacher helps pupils in their final year decide on a career. 

The advert plays off people's desire to appear young and attractive. 

| don't want to do the washing-up either. Get a coin and we'll throw about it. 
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30  Exclamations and warnings 


The exclamations on this page are all informal. Be careful with the ones marked * as you risk 
insulting the person you are speaking to. 


1 


Encouraging others 


(lanin 


Go for it! 


BEEN Expressing impatience 


possible context you say this in order to ... 


Roll on 
(Friday)! 


You are in the middle of a very busy week at 
work. 


Can | look at 
your paper? 


Sure, Bos ahead! J 


a command used in musical contexts, meaning ‘Start playing/singing!’ 


show that you are looking forward to a 
time or event 


Dream on! 


A not very musical friend is telling you about 
their plans to become a famous rock star. 


tell someone that what they hope for is 
not possible and will not happen 


Grow up!* 


Hang on! 


Hang about! 


Go on! 


A member of your family refuses to speak 
to you. 


A friend is telling you about a problem when 
you suddenly think of something that might 
solve their problem. 


A friend has just told you that he’s been invited 
to appear in a Hollywood film. 


tell an older child or an adult to stop 
acting like a small child 


tell someone to stop doing or saying 
something, to wait a minute 


tell someone that you do not believe 
what they just said (Note: spoken with 
a falling intonation) 


Come on! 


Come off it! 


A friend is claiming he plays better chess than 
you - and you pride yourself on your play. 


tell someone you don’t believe them or 
disagree or are angry with them 


Wake up! 


You are telling someone how to do something 
but they are clearly daydreaming. 


tell someone not paying attention to 
listen to what you say 


Shut up!* 


Your two brothers are arguing when you are 
trying to concentrate. 


tell someone to stop talking 
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30.1 


30.2 


30.3 


[R^ Cambridge 
Dictionary 


dictionary.cambridge.org 


Exercises 


Using exclamations from the opposite page, what could you say to a family 
member who ... 


was about to start a race in the hope of breaking a record? 

was acting in a childish way which was annoying you very much? 

told you a very surprising bit of news? 

told you he/she had just seen a flying saucer? (give two possible answers) 

was in a long-distance race and who was looking very tired and about to give up? 
was daydreaming and had not listened to something important you just said? 
said he/she intended to be an astronaut? 


NOOBWN L2 


Complete these sentences with a verb from the opposite page. 


T eee: on the end of term! I'm sick of studying. 

2 Obi ium on! I’ve just found her number; we can ring her straightaway. 

C —M CÓ up, everyone! Your glasses are still half-full. We have to leave now if we're to catch 
the film! 

4 < Tim Can | print something out on your printer? 

5 (Older brother to younger brother) ....................... up Tom, will you! I’m trying to work out this 


maths problem. 
6 (Emma is standing at the side of the pool) 


Emma Mum, watch me dive in! 


Mum OK EIE OE on then, but be careful, darling! 
T COMON annarar up, children! Grandma has cooked us a delicious meal. 
8 (Singer to guitarist) OK, ................ it away! One, two, three! 


Which exclamations from the list would fit these situations? Use a dictionary 
if necessary. 


1 Youthink a teacher should treat some students less severely. What might you say? 

2 Someoneis starting to lose their temper. What might you say? 

3 Achild is pulling at the clothing of another child, who is getting annoyed. What might the second 
child say? 

4 Someone is about to cross a busy road without looking. What might you say? 

5 You are waiting for a friend to arrive to go to the cinema, but he calls you to say he is running late. 

What might you say? 

A friend calls with some important information that you need to write down, but you don't have 

a pen. What might you say to the caller while you find one? 


o 
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66 


Read these statements by different people talking about their jobs. 


The boss 


The union 
representative 


The assembly-line 
worker 


dl bh 
The administrative 
assistant 


o 


The scientist 


b Æ 


The office worker 


l'll be retiring next year. | already find that | can farm out! tasks | 
used to do myself. I’m slowly easing off? now so that | can step 
aside? next year knowing I’ve left everything in good hands. 


! give work to other people instead of doing it yourself 
? starting to work less or do things with less energy 
3 leave a job or position, especially so that someone else can do it 


We never like to call people out* on strike, but when we do, we 
have to be determined to see it through? to the end. We have to 
keep talking constructively and try not to get bogged down? in 
lengthy negotiations which only prolong the strike. 


^ order workers to strike 


continue doing a job until it is finished, especially when it is difficult 
(informal) become so involved in the details of something that you 
cannot achieve anything 


5 
6 


My job is monotonous. | just slog away’ day after day. People 
like me get passed over? for promotion, so we're not 
motivated. | often feel like packing this job in? and finding 
something else. One day I'll just hand in my notice and go. 


T (informal) keep working very hard, usually for a long time 


are not given a higher position because it is given to someone else 
(informal) stopping doing something, especially a job 


8 
9 


In this job you just have to fling yourself into!? your work and beaver 
away?! to get things done each day. | spend a lot of time running 
round helping other people. It's not a bad job, and sometimes I’m 
allowed to get off”? early if I've stayed late the day before. 


10 start to spend a lot of your time and energy doing something 


(informal) work hard at something for a long time, especially 
something you are writing 
12 leave the place where you work, usually at the end of the day 


11 


| decided to go in to research, as | wanted to do something exciting. 
| don't think I’m cut out for? teaching. University was fun, but 
now I’ve got to knuckle down" and build my career. 


13 have the right qualities for something, especially a job 
14 start to work or study hard, especially if you have not been working 
very hard before canlt find ‘buckle down’ 


Well, in this job you just plug away” and hope the day will 

pass quickly. If | have to write a report, | do what | can to cobble 
something together’®, but | don’t ever feel that | achieve anything 
worthwhile. Most people in my position just coast along?’ and 
dream of the summer holidays. 


15 (informal) work hard at something for a long time 


make something quickly and not very carefully 
17 do only the things that you have to do without trying to go faster or 
be more successful 


16 
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31.2 


31.3 


31.4 


Exercises 


Answer these questions about the phrasal verbs in this unit. 


Which verb focuses on working with enthusiasm? 

Which three verbs focus on stopping work? 

Which two verbs focus on working without using too much energy? 
Which four verbs focus on working hard? 

Which verb is based on an animal metaphor? 

Which two verbs are based on metaphors connected with the land? 


aAuoBWN HE 


Rewrite the underlined parts of these sentences using the word in brackets in an 
appropriate form. Make any other necessary changes. 


1 Louise always approaches her work with great enthusiasm. (FLING) 

2 | really think that it is time you applied yourself much more seriously to your studies. (KNUCKLE) 

3 Asaresearch scientist, you just have to keep working hard at your experiments over a long period 
of time and eventually you'll get results. (PLUG) 

4 If this morning's meeting goes smoothly, | should be able to leave work by 1 p.m. (GET) 

5 The meeting was going well until we got really involved with the details of the sales conference 
party. (BOG) 

6 I’m not sure exactly what I’m going to say in my speech, but I’m sure I’ll be able to get something 
ready by tomorrow morning. (COBBLE) 

7 There comes a time when it is best for an older manager to withdraw and let a younger person 
take over. (STEP) 

8 | always say that if you start a job, you should make sure you finish it. (SEE) 


Correct the six mistakes with particles in this paragraph. 


l'd hate a job where | could just coast about without needing to think about what I was doing. 
l'd far rather keep busy and really don't mind how much | have to slog off each day. ld soon 
pack off any job that didn’t keep me working hard. | fling myself onto everything | do. Even 
when I was at school, | used to beaver up at my homework as soon as | got home from school. 
My sister certainly never used to knuckle into work in the way | did. 


Complete these sentences using verbs from the box and the correct particles. Put the 
verbs in the correct form and make any other necessary changes. 


1 Ican't stand the sight of blood, so I’m not really ....................... nursing. 

2 If you hate your job so much, why don't you just ................... your notice? 

3 When several workers were unfairly dismissed, the trade union official decided it was time to 
—— MÀ on strike. 

4 Asa PA I spend most of my time .................... after my boss. 

5 We've had a very busy few months at work, but things are beginning to ....................... now. 

6 Liam is very good at his job, so | can't understand why he always gets ...................... while less 
able people get promoted. 

7 Our company has started doing a lot of outsourcing, which means that we .................... jobs that 
we previously used to do ourselves. 

8 Ever since she was a child she has wanted to ....................... medicine. 
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Going through college 

Sam and Ben are twin brothers. They have a very rich grandfather who offered to put them 
through! university. Sam sailed through? his exams at school and easily got into? a good 
university. Ben wanted to go to the same university, but it was harder for him to get in. 
However, in his last few months at school, he managed to get through’ all the necessary 
exams. Both brothers wanted to major in? law. Sam had worked in a law firm in several 
summer holidays and this experience was able to count towards? his degree. Ben spent his 
holidays playing sport. Sam continued to study hard and soon left most of the other students 
in his group behind’. At the end of six months, the professor creamed off? the best students 
and moved them up to the next class. Sam was in this group but Ben was not. The professor 
felt he was more interested in rugby than law and this counted against? him. He was marked 
down for careless mistakes in a number of his essays and by the end of the year he had fallen 
behind?! the rest of his year. His tutor says he'll be lucky if he even scrapes through? his 
exams. His grandfather has arranged to come and visit him and Ben is feeling a little nervous. 


al T 


pay for them to study at university made much faster progress than others 
easily passed separated the cleverest or most skilful people 
succeeded in getting a place (at a school, from a group and treated them differently 
college or organisation) ? contributed to his bad marks 


2 8 


4 succeed (in an examination or competition) 10 given a lower mark 
5 (US, Aus) study something as their main 11 failed to remain level with a group of 
subject at university people that was moving forwards 


be part of what was needed in order to 22 


complete something 


(informal) passes but only just 


In the library 


Let me try to describe this scene in a university library. A girl with long hair is poring over! 

a map. Next to her a boy is skimming through? some books, looking for some information on 
wind energy for his thesis. At the same table is a girl with short hair, who has buried herself 
in? a journal. Next to her a boy is ticking/checking off^ names on a list - he's crossed off? 
one of them. There is a busy and studious atmosphere in this library and | hope this has come 
across? in my description. 


1 studying carefully 5 removed a word (e.g. name) from a list by 

? reading quickly without studying the details drawing a line through it 

3 given all her attention to € been expressed clearly enough for the reader 
^ writing something next to each item on a list to understand it 


in order to make sure that everything or 
everyone on it is correct, present, or has been 
dealt with 
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«es Dictionary 


dictionary.cambridge.org 


32.5 


Exercises 


Match each sentence on the left with a sentence which follows logically on the right. 


1 Hetook three weeks off in the middle of term. a) He got through all the exams. 
2 Hedidn't read the book thoroughly. b) He was marked down. 

3 He searched the manuscript carefully. c) He just skimmed through it. 
4 He was very successful at college. d) He fell behind with his work. 
5 Hedidn't keep to the set topic for his essay. e) He pored over it for hours. 


Complete these sentences using the correct particles. 


1 It cost Oscar and Nina a huge amount of money to put three children ....................... college. 

2 Artem sailed oo... all his exams at school but found things much harder at university and 

only scraped ....................... his final accountancy exams. 

I’m afraid you'll have to cross my name ...................... the list for the trip next Saturday. 

4 The college basketball team always seems to cream ....................... the best athletes and other 
sports suffer as a result. 

5 She was so brilliant, she left all the other students ...................... , 

6 Theend-of-semester marks in each year all count ....................... your final degree. 

7 like Professor Watson’s lectures; they're so clear. His ideas don't come ....................... nearly as 
well in his books. 

8 He was on the borderline between pass and fail, but his poor attendance on the course counted 
yoripodedten atiis him and they failed him in the end. 


Ww 


Rewrite each sentence using a phrasal verb based on the word in brackets. 


1 As each person arrived she asked their name and put a tick on her list. (check) 
2 She picked up her favourite novel and became completely absorbed in it. (bury) 
3 He decided to take economics as the main subject for his degree. (major) 
4 His tutor transferred him to a higher class. (move) 

5 What sort of grades do you need to be given a university place in your country? (get) 
6 lapplied to Oxford University but | wasn't accepted. (get) 


Make suitable questions which could come before these answers. Use a dictionary 
if necessary. 


1 Pd like to go on to university. 

2 ljust wanted to take up a new subject; that's why | gave it up. 

3 No, she dropped out at the end of the first year. 

4 |can't - I’m snowed under. I’ve got two essays to do for tomorrow. 


Answer these questions about your own experience of study. 


1 Atschool did you usually sail through or scrape through your exams? 

2 Have you ever fallen behind with your work? 

3 Do you think a teacher has ever marked down your work unfairly? 

4 What other things apart from exam results can count towards getting into a good university in 
your country? 
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Lectures and seminars 


70 


In a lecture 
In today’s lecture, I’d like to look at' Sonda’s explanation of this 
phenomenon. 


To start with’, | think we need to consider the importance of 
geographical location. 


Hanes has an interesting theory about the relationship between culture 
and language which draws on’ the results of Kaminsky's research. 


Traynor set out’ to test the theory using a range of new technologies 
which were not previously available. 


Because the results are based on a very small sample, we have to allow for? a significant margin of error. 
A study was carried out? with 152 diabetic patients over a three-year period. 

| want to round off’ my talk by returning to the question | asked at the beginning. 

To finish off? today, I'd like to spend some time looking at a couple of previous exam questions. 
Finally, | want to point out? that there is a list of additional sources on this topic on the 

second page of your handout. 

If you didn't get down” all that information, don't worry. I'll be emailing the list of assignments 

to you later today. 


1 focus on € done 
? begin 7 finish in a satisfactory way 
? uses information from 8 end, complete 
^ intended to ? highlight 
5 take into consideration 10 manage to write down 
Seminars 
eoo 
Seminars mae eS 


Seminars are classes with small groups of students and give you the 
opportunity to look into! a topic in detail. You can also bring up” 
any questions you might have and discuss them with the tutor and 
other students. Seminars often involve weighing up? different ideas 
that were mentioned in your lectures, so it’s a good idea to go over* 
your lecture notes and other research just before you attend. 


Sometimes a student will be asked to put together? a short 
presentation, which will be used to start the discussion. If you are 
presenting, then it's important to carefully think through? the points 
you want to make. You don't want to end up’ with nothing to say! 
However, it’s always better to sketch out? your ideas with rough 
notes, rather than writing out? every word of the presentation. 


If you are not presenting, you should still try to read up on? the 
subject before the seminar in order to get the most out of! it. 
During the presentation, try to jot down"? any new ideas or key 
points. And don’t forget to type them up” later. You might also 
make a note of any questions that you want to follow up!" later, 
either during the seminar or through research afterwards. 


1 investigate 8 roughly plan 

? startto talk about ? write (or rewrite) in full 

3 thinking about something carefully, comparing 10 do background reading on 

^ study again H take benefit from 

5 prepare (by collecting together different elements) 12 make a note of 

i plan carefully 35 rewrite in full (on a computer) 


be in a situation (at the end) 14 find out more 
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Exercises 


Look at A opposite. Complete the sentences using the verbs from the box and the correct 
particles. Put the verbs in the correct form. 


allow carry draw finish ^ point set start 


1 


2 
3 


4 
5 
6 


7 


Zeyneb’s experiments were mostly ....................... in the 19th century using much less sophisticated 
equipment than is available today. 
This theory .................... research from several well-known scientists. 


| thought we could read Hayder’s research for the seminar tomorrow, but my tutor ...............0....... 
that the original research paper is over 700 pages long! 

Alexander Fleming didn't ....................... to discover penicillin when he started experimenting with 
bacteria, but it was one of the most important discoveries of its time. 

He spoke for 50 minutes and then ...................... the lecture with a question and answer session. 
Firstly, Pd like to ....................... an introduction to the subject of quantum physics, before moving 
on to some key definitions. 

If we... variations caused by weather conditions, the results are broadly in line with 
our predictions. 


Choose the correct alternative to complete these sentences. 


O14» 0)hN n| 


8 


9 


Our tutor asked us to put away / together / off a report based on what we'd discussed in the seminar. 
The handout had a list of references so we could read to/ along / up on the topic before the next lecture. 
| always jot down / type up / write out the key points during a lecture even if there's a handout. 
When | sketch out / jot down / type up my notes later, it helps me remember what | learned. 

I’m just going to sketch out / bring up / follow up my initial ideas for the essay tonight, and then 

| can work on it in more detail next week. 

Think through / Get out of / Follow up the essay question carefully and identify the issues you need 
to talk about. 

It’s really important to end up / follow up / weigh up all the evidence before presenting your final 
argument. 

After a long discussion, we got out of / ended up / went over agreeing that the character of Becky 
Sharp was not likeable, but very interesting. 

We're going to end up / go over / get out of the solutions to the problems in last week's exam and 
discuss any questions. 


10If you want to think through / go over / follow up on the question Jemma asked about game 


theory, | can recommend a couple of interesting books on the subject. 


Rewrite each sentence using a phrasal verb based on the word in brackets in an appropriate form. 


ANANABRWNeE 


This morning we’re going to focus on Maslow’s ‘Hierarchy of Needs’. (Look) 

The lecturer highlighted the fact that this research is still in its very early stages. (POINT) 

To begin, | want to talk about the background to the research. (START) 

In order to make the most of the seminar, it’s a good idea to do the suggested reading beforehand. (GET) 
Can I borrow your lecture notes? | didn’t manage to write down the last few points. (GET) 

Don't worry about writing every word; just make a note of the key points. (JOT) 

For next week's seminar, l'd like you all to research one aspect of this theory. (Look) 

l'd like to finish the lecture today with a short video. (ROUND) 


Correct the mistakes with the particles in these sentences. 


1 


2 


3 


4 


an 


The biology department needs undergraduates to help carry through research on plant cells over 
the summer, and I’m going to apply. 

The department has just received some funding to look through the links between diet and certain 
types of cancer. 

He spent most of the summer working on his thesis but ended out having to change it when some 
new research came out. 

The discussion we had last week brought into some very interesting questions about US foreign 
policy in the 1950s. 

As you read for on the subject for your essay, don’t forget to make a note of useful sources as you go. 
A group of engineering students from Bristol have set off to prove the strength of plastic by 
building the largest Lego structure in the world. 
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34 Writing essays 


This unit contains phrasal verbs which are all suitable for use in formal essays. 


SSS Read Rebecca’s notes for an essay she is going to write on the subject of ‘Globalisation’. 
Her notes contain useful phrasal verbs for essay-writing. 


Plan: 

Devote a paragraph each to opposing arguments 

Mention how globalisation often deprives workers of their rights 
But also mention how poorer countries can profit from global markets 
Relate globalisation to other changes (mobility, Internet, etc.) 
Refer to recent international gatherings (G8 etc.) 

Cater for non-technical readers as well as specialists 

What best sums up' the present situation — give examples/quotes 
Things to remember! 

e Aim at being neutral 

e Base opinions on sound evidence 


e Don't let irrelevant details detract from? the main argument 


1 represents the most typical qualities of something (Note that this is the only verb on this page where 


the particle can come either before or after the object.) 


? make something seem less good than it really is or than it was thought to be 


——13) Look at these extracts from essays where phrasal verbs have been used successfully, helping 
to create a good written style. 


Furthermore, it is a quiet village and basically consists of families with very young children. 


Democracy is founded on the ideal of equality for all citizens. [(always passive) based on a 
particular idea or belief] 


The people have many difficulties to contend with: poor soil, inadequate roads and lack of 
investment. [have to deal with a difficult or unpleasant situation] 


Government economic policies have resulted in an improved standard of living in the region. 


We need to find ways to improve on the current system of distribution of goods. [do something 
in a better way or with better results than when it was done before] 


Efforts to interest young people in the political process often fail. We need to invest more 
thought in finding ways of involving young people in politics. 


Many people object to their leaders treating them as if they were not capable of running their 
own lives. (Note the -ing form of the verb after object to.) 


The university has always insisted on a high standard of teaching and research. 
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Exercises 


34.1  LookatA. Complete this paragraph with the correct particles. 


4:21PM 


In this essay I intend to discuss the advantages and disadvantages of the 
information revolution. | shall relate technological change (1) other 
changes in society, referring extensively (2) the literature in the field. 
| shall consider how some people, particularly those in wealthier countries, 
have profited enormously (3) the information revolution. However, | 


shall also devote considerable attention (4) the way in which some 
people in poorer societies suffer by being deprived (5) access to the 
information which others enjoy. | shall then present the mobile phone as 
the device which seems to sum (6) the essence of the information 
revolution, basing my opinions (7) the evidence | have presented and 
aiming always (8) objectivity. 


34.2 Complete these sentences using the correct particle and an appropriate ending. 


The: researchiteam: consists... eet ee batte euadere be espe iet vedanta . 
Immigrants to the UK have to contend ooo... cece eect eene nenne E 
The headteacher would like to interest more pupils... . 
The examinations board insists .............sssssssssssssss eee eee : 
It is essential that society should invest... i 
The change in the law resulted ..............ssssssssssssssssseeeeemeeemeee nennen , 
The government is keen to improve .............sssssssssssssssseeemeeenee eene nennen : 
The writer's philosophy is founded ..............sssssssssssssssssseemeeeee eene nnns ; 
Some critics have objected............. eet be petes petes ee e e Rr et tide . 


(0-410501 4» UNBE 


34.3 Find the only example sentence on the opposite page where the particle could be in a different 
place. Rewrite that example sentence putting the particle in the alternative position. 


34.4 Rewrite each sentence using a word from the box so that it keeps the same meaning. 
Use each word only once. 


1 The teaching materials will bear historians as well as economists in mind. 
2 The recent problems in the company are bound to make its reputation less favourable. 
3 The policy of clearing the hillsides of trees appears to have led to an increased danger of flooding. 
4 There are three players from France, one from Sweden and two from Russia in the football team. 
5 Many people did not like being moved from their houses to high-rise flats. 
6 Having your freedom taken away from you is a very difficult punishment to endure. 
7 In her article, the writer frequently quotes a research study carried out in Canada in 2015. 
8 The book has been written for undergraduate students who have little previous knowledge 
of the subject. 
9 For me, this song captures the atmosphere in rural England in the 1980s. 
10 Much of the book deals with the writer's experiences in the United States. 


Choose a subject that you specialise in or are particularly interested in and write a paragraph relating to 
that subject. Use as many of the phrasal verbs from this unit as you can in your paragraph. 
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MEER Y Structuring a business 


74 


A U N Be 


Doing business 


E Business News in Brief IE 


B Howard Green of M and Q is moving to Paris to head up! the company's 
new French operations. Green will also be looking after? M and Q's 
interests in Francophone Africa. 


B There are growing rumours, as yet unconfirmed, that Scottish Mobiles is 


planning to buy out? its rival Celtic Telecom. 


B 20-year-old pop star Anastasia is reported to have set her parents up with 
the restaurant business they have always dreamed of. 


be in charge of (or, simply, head) 


responsible for 


buy a company (or part of a company) so that you own all of it 
given them the money they need to start a business 


Here are some useful business collocations or common word combinations using phrasal verbs. 


phrasal verb 


aim sth at sb 


| collocating words 


a product / programme / magazine 
at women / young people / students 


| definition of phrasal verb 


intend something to influence someone, or be 
noticed or bought by someone 


break into sth 


a new market / work in the media / 
Hollywood 


become involved in a type of business or 
activity that is difficult to become involved in 


bring in sb/sth or 
bring sb/sth in 


customers / clients / new business 


attract people, encouraging them to buy 
products or services 


bring out sth or 
bring sth out 


a new product / a book 


produce something to sell to the public 


deal in sth 


art / shares / drugs 


buy and sell particular goods as a business 


firm up sth or 


arrangements / prices / details 


make something more definite or precise or 


firm sth up less likely to change 
sign up sb or a new employee / a model / a film get someone to sign a document stating they 
sign sb up star / a basketball player will work for you 


turn out sth or 
turn sth out 


cars / films / computers 


make or produce something for sale 


turn over sth or 
turn sth over 


$6 million / £100,000 


generate a specific amount of money in a 
particular period of time 


When you come across a new phrasal verb in a business context - or indeed in any context - it can 
be useful to note it down with two or three collocating nouns. 
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35.2 


35.3 
R^ Cambridge 


‘sa Dictionary 


dictionary.cambridge.org 


Exercises 


Complete this radio interview using words from the box. Use each verb in the correct 
form only once, unless otherwise indicated. 


Interviewer Welcome to our weekly spot ‘The two-minute interview’. My guest this week is 
Gordon Flockheart, chairman and CEO of the Kiros group. Gordon Flockheart, 


year. What's the secret of your success? 


Flockheart Well, first and foremost, | owe a huge debt of gratitude to my grandfather, who 
UM cce IN om (3) me up in business at the young age of 24. Since then | have been 
very fortunate in getting the right people to ....................... (4) after my interests. 
Secondly, we... (5) in high-value, luxury personal goods and we've 
succeededin ....................... (6) into markets where other companies thought they 
had a monopoly. We've... (7) out new products at the right time and at 
the right price, and we've ....................... (8) them at the higher end of the market. 


Interviewer There are rumours that you would like to ....................... (9) out one of your main 
rivals, Lasaque. Any truth in that? 


Flockheart We are in negotiations with Lasaque, there's no secret about that, but nothing has 
beeni s s Eee (10) up yet. The markets will just have to wait and see. 


Interviewer There have also been rumours that you are considering selling off your clothing 
range and focusing on accessories and electronics. Is that true? 


Flockheart No, that's just a silly rumour! We're actually....................... (11) out more clothing 
items than ever and have....................... (12) in a lot of new customers thanks to 
our latest range of menswear. 


Interviewer There we must leave it. Gordon Flockheart, thank you. 


Complete each of the sentences below with an object from the box. Put it in the correct 
place or places in the sentence. 


Our business has had lots of success in Europe, but now we'd like to break into. 
Have you heard? Latifa has been asked to head up. 

Arsenal has signed up. 

Her father made his fortune by dealing in. 

Get your people to call my people to firm up. 

The new factory is already turning out a week. 

The Alpha model is aimed at. 

The company is planning to bring out soon. 


c Non AUNE 


Many phrasal verbs can have different meanings in other contexts. Write two sentences illustrating 
two different ways in which each of these phrasal verbs can be used. Use a dictionary if necessary. 
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A Coping with money 


76 


Hi Sara, 


How are you coping financially this term? My parents had to bail me out! last week. I'd run through? 
a huge amount of money without realising it and I couldn't pay my fees. But they coughed up? without a protest. I 
guess I’ll have to work off the debt in the holidays. Expensive being a student, isn't it? 


Freyda 
1 help a person or organisation to get out of 3 (informal) provided money, often unwillingly 
difficulty by giving them money reduce the size of a debt by earning money 
spent a lot very quickly to pay for it 


4 
2 


| can’t believe my mobile phone bill. It gobbles up? a large part of my salary every 
month. And I’ve had so many other bills! I’ve had to break into? my savings and use 
money l'd put by’ for the holidays. 


5 6 


(informal) uses a lot of something, especially start to use an amount of money that you 
money have been saving 
T saved in order to use it later 


Hi Matthew, 

Just back from my trip to South America, which was fantastic, but it set me back? €8,000 and cleaned me 
out? completely. I was just wondering if you could lend me a couple of hundred euros? I'll square up? with 
you when I get my next pay cheque. 


Robert 


8 (informal) cost a particular amount of money, usually a large amount 
? (informal) you used all the money you had on it 
10 (informal) pay somebody the money that you owe them 


D 


mu i A 
D ~ ff 
= i. E 
|; = udi 


5 


| came into!! some money recently. My great aunt died and left me a 
very generous sum and | got a big bonus at work last month, too, so 

the money’s been rolling in! ? I’m seriously considering buying a flat 
and renting it out. mo 


E 


H got money from someone who died 
12 (informal) arriving in large amounts 


Financial services 


If you are unable to pay everything in the same What are the best ways of ploughing back! 


month, we'll arrange for your payments to be profits into a small business? Call us for 


carried forward to the next month. advice. 


1 putting money that you have earned into a business in order to make the business bigger or better 


If your aim is to put aside? money regularly, our monthly savings plan 
enables you to pay a regular sum into your bank account each month. 


? save money for a particular purpose 
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36.2 


36.3 


36.4 


36.5 


Exercises 


Answer these questions about the verbs on the opposite page. 


1 Which five verbs in A suggest that a large amount of money is being spent or received? 

2 Which three verbs suggest that someone is putting money into a bank account or saving it in 
some other way? 
Which two verbs in A suggest that someone is paying back a debt in some way? 
Which verbs are more informal ways of saying: 

) settle a debt c) make someone spend all their money 

b) give someone money to help them d) use a lot of money rapidly 

5 Which verb relates to earning money from property? 


v BW 


Complete these sentences using phrasal verbs from the opposite page. 


1 My parents told me not to rely on them to ....................... me out if | got into debt. 
2 | couldn’t pay everything this month, but I’ve been allowed to carry the remainder 
R esed & to next month. 


3 The burglars took everything I had; they totally ....................... me out. 

4 Have you managed to... any money by for the holidays? 

5 My car is terribly expensive - it seems to gobble ...................... all the money | earn. 

6 If you can lend me £100, ll... up with you when | get paid. 

7 Buying property and then ....................... it out is supposed to be a very good investment. 
8 Every birthday, Grandpa gives me some money to ....................... into my savings account. 
9 Forthe first couple of years, we ploughed our profits ....................... into the business. 


Match the beginning of each sentence with its ending, completing each sentence with 
the correct particle. 


1 Itis going to take me ages to work I EE E more than I had anticipated. 

2 For the first few years, we ploughed D) ECRIRE some money on your gran’s death. 
3 Dotry to puta little bit of money C) geausestnaninen my student debts. 

4 I’m grateful to my mum for coughing disnei my savings for as long as | can. 

5 You will certainly come Q). hiec enormous sums of money. 

6 Buying a car unfortunately set me U germ enough money for me to buy a car. 
7 |wantto put off breaking B) secant all our profits into the business. 

8 Chris started gambling and he ran 1) TRE each month for a rainy day. 


Here are some more phrasal verbs relating to money. Work out from the context what 
they mean and rewrite the sentences replacing the underlined verbs with a word or 
phrase that means the same. 


1 | never had much money when I was a student but | managed to scrape by somehow. 
2 If everyone chips in, then we should be able to afford a nice leaving present for Beth. 
3 Rashid's been raking in money ever since he had that brilliant idea for a website. 

4 Atthe bakery it was Amanda's job to cash up at the end of every day. 

5 Jason staked a ridiculous amount on a horse race and, needless to say, he lost it all. 


Answer these questions. 


1 How much did your last holiday set you back? 

2 What kinds of things do people usually put money aside for? 

3 What, apart from a flat, might gobble up your money? 

4 What do you think it is worth breaking into savings for? 

5 Who would you ask to bail you out if you had financial problems? 
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37  Athome 
BEEN Moving house 


78 


Hi Freddie, 


I’m just settling in! to the new house now and beginning to enjoy it. There were so many things that 
needed doing in the first few days. I had to chuck away~ some old bits of furniture that belonged to the 
previous owner, put up? my bookshelves in the study, smarten up‘ the living room with a coat of white 
paint, wash down the kitchen walls and units, put away all the kitchen things that were still in boxes, 
mop up” a pool of oil in the garage, block up* a suspicious-looking hole that could have been a mouse 
hole (aargh!) and put all the empty boxes out in the rubbish. I thought I'd never finish! As I’m writing 
this l've got the TV on and one of those home-improvement programmes is just about to start. I’m going 
to switch it off — I can't take any more! 

Once I’ve got the place straightened up?, I'll invite you over for a meal. 

Love, 


Abigail 


becoming relaxed and happy in new surroundings 

(informal) get rid of something that is not needed any more (also chuck out) 
fasten a piece of furniture (e.g. shelves, cupboard) to a wall or assemble something 
make a place (or a person) look tidier 

use a cloth or a mop to remove a liquid that has been dropped or that has spread 
fill a hole so that nothing can pass through it 

(common collocation: put the rubbish out) 

made tidy 


oS o of WN E 


At home 


Pull up a chair and come and sit next to me. | want to show you something. [move a piece of 
furniture (especially a chair) near to something or someone] 


The last person to leave has to lock up. [lock all the doors and windows of a building when you leave it] 


We were sorry to part with our old sofa, but our son needed one for his flat. [give something 
away, usually when you do not want to] 


Pull/push the door to, will you? It’s cold in here. [only used of doors and windows: close or 
almost close a door or window by pulling it towards you / pushing it] 


Here, let me plump up this cushion; then you can rest your head on it and relax. [make 
something (e.g. cushion, pillow) rounder and softer, especially by shaking it] 


We'll have to move those bags and shoes; they're just cluttering up the hallway. [fill 
something in an untidy or badly organised way] 


We've had the bedroom done out in pale green. It's a nice relaxing colour. [decorated (also done up)] 


This morning | forgot to clear away the breakfast things before leaving the house. [remove in 
order to make a place tidy] 


I’m fed up with having to clean up after / clear up after my flatmates. [remove dirt someone 
has made / make the place tidy by putting things back where they belong] 


Associating a set of phrasal verbs with a place or a situation (e.g. your house or flat) will help you 
remember them better. 
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37.3 


37.4 


Exercises 


Look at the pictures and complete the descriptions below with verbs from the opposite page. 


"eto some spilt milk. 


Answer the questions using one of the verbs from A opposite. 
1 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 


Match the phrasal verbs on the left with their definitions on the right. 


What do you do with the cups and plates after you have washed them up? 

What do you do if a child has put greasy fingerprints all over your walls? 

What do you do if someone spills some juice on your kitchen floor? 

What should you do with your old newspapers? (give two possible answers) 

What might you do if you want to display your favourite ornaments in your room? 
What would you do if you noticed a small hole at the bottom of the wall? 


1 settle in a) move something nearer 

2 doout b) discard 

3 pullto c) improve the appearance of something 
4 chuck away d) close 

5 stopup e) feel at home 

6 clutter up f) fill 

7 pullup g) decorate 

8 smarten up h) make a mess somewhere 


Complete these sentences in an appropriate way. Use one of the phrasal verbs from the 
opposite page and any other words that you need. 


1 I didn’t hear you come in because I’... rather loud. 

2 My flatmate tends to make a mess when she's cooking and leaves me to ....................... 
— her. 

When you go to bed, please don't forget too... , 

The bookcase was too big for our new flat, so we had to .................... 

Erica is untidy. There are always lots of things ...................... her room. 

Our hall hasn't been decorated for years - it’s time we... ] 

Living in a student hostel was odd for Khalifa at first, but he soon ....................... ; 

If | lay the table, you can... after the meal. 

You'll make the sofa look more comfortable if you ....................... 


CO OND WH BW 


mm 


(Use two phrasal verbs.) 
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It took me all day to ....................... those wild, crazy kids and get the plate... ee again. 
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38 Clothing and appearance 


A Actions connected with clothing and appearance 


tie back your hair The trousers are too long, 


The trousers are too short, 
so let them down. 


| so take them up. 
BY] Dressing up to go out 


Lottie is telling Alice about a party she went to. 


80 


Lottie Most people looked really smart - there were some amazing designer outfits - but there was 
one man in a weird getup! with a red wig. It looked as if he thought it was a fancy-dress party! 
Alice (laughs) What did you wear? 
Lottie Well, to tell you the truth, it was rather a disaster. | wanted to wear my little black 
dress, but | had trouble getting into? it. | didn’t realise how much weight I’ve put 
on over the past few months. I'll have to let it out? or else lose some weight! When I'd 
finally squeezed into it, | looked so awful in the mirror I just took it straight off again and 
pulled on^ my boring old brown dress. You know, the wool one with the full skirt that 
l've worn a million times. 
Alice Oh, | like that dress. 
Lottie Well, so do |, but it was all creased and I didn't have time to iron it, so | just smoothed 
it down? with my hands and hoped for the best. | was so late by this time, | didn't 
realise till | got to the party that | had the wrong colour shoes on. | was still wearing my 
sister’s cast-offs®, which go perfectly with my black dress but not with my brown 
one! But it didn’t really matter because when the music started, | flung my shoes off’ to 
dance anyway. 
! the particular clothing, especially when strange ^ put on clothes quickly 
or unusual, that someone is wearing 5 press with your hands in order to make 
? be thin enough to be able to put your clothes on something flat 
3 make a piece of clothing wider by removing € clothes which have been given to somebody else 
the sewing from the side edges and then because the first owner cannot use them any more 


sewing closer to the edge of the material 


removed very quickly 


Remembering a story and the verbs used to describe the events is a good way of learning a series of 
verbs at the same time. 
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38.3 


38.4 


Exercises 


Answer these questions. 


1 
2 
3 
4 
5 


6 
7 


What other item of clothing can you roll up apart from your sleeves? 

What else can you zip up apart from a jacket? 

Do you know the opposite of zip up? (Clue: it is not a phrasal verb.) 

Can you think of anything else you might tie back apart from hair? (Clue: don’t think of clothing - 
think of something that might hang down or grow too much.) 

What other things apart from trousers can be let down or taken up? 

What do you think you are doing to trousers if you (a) let them out or (b) take them in? 

What sort of clothes do people put on when they dress up, for example as a famous person, or as 
someone from another historical age? 


Choose the correct word to complete these sentences. 


1 


2 


3 


uo 


co 


| had no time to think about what | looked like, so I ....................... on my old jeans. 
a) rolled b) pulled C) let d) took 
Come on - time to... up your sleeves and get down to work. 
a) pull b) zip c) roll d) tie 
Sienna stood up, .................... down her skirt and began to address the audience. 
a) smoothed b) got c) tied d) zipped 
To my embarrassment | suddenly realised that I...................... my T-shirt on backwards. 
a) took b) had c) got d) let 
| ate so much on holiday that | had difficulty ....................... into my suit today. 
a) pulling b) dressing C) getting d) zipping 
Do we need to... eee up for the party tomorrow? 
a) zip b) fling c) tie d) dress 
| was so tired that I just 0.0000... off my clothes and fell into bed. 
a) rolled b) got c) flung d) let 
When I was a child | always hated wearing my older brother’s ....................... -offs. 
a) let b) cast C) get d) zip 


Complete these sentences with the correct phrasal verb expression from the 
opposite page. 


We were surprised when we arrived at the party because the host was wearing a kind of 


Superman epei with a mask, cape and blue bodysuit. 

My ten-year-old daughter loves getting ....................... in my dresses and high-heeled shoes. 
Now that I’m pregnant I can't... any of my clothes. 

Those trousers look a little tight around the waist. Shalll....................... a bit for you? 

(Father to young child) You'd better ....................... your jacket ....................... . It’s cold outside. 


Answer these questions. 


oU» 0 hN Ee 


Who do children often get cast-offs from? 

Have you ever gone out with the wrong shoes on? 

Have you ever had difficulty getting into something you haven't worn for a long time? 

Do you think a lot about what to put on or do you just pull on the first thing you find? 

If your jeans needed to be taken up, would you do it yourself or get it done for you? 

Have you ever had to dress up in fancy dress for a party? If so, who or what did you dress up as? 
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39 Relationships 


Sr Getting to know someone 
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Daisy You and Lucas have been going out together! for ages now, haven't you? 
Isabelle Yes, we have. Longer than I’d ever have imagined when we first met. 
Daisy Why, didn’t you like him much at first? 

Isabelle No, | warmed to? him at once - it was just the odd way we met. 

Daisy Oh, how was that? At a club or at work? 


Isabelle No, we got stuck together in a lift that broke down. That’s what brought us together’! 
We were the only people there, so we soon struck up‘ a conversation. We discovered 
we'd got a mutual friend - Martha Gordon. You know her, don't you? 


Daisy | know of? her. I’ve heard of? her because my brother used to talk about her a lot, but 
l've never actually met her. She went to work in Australia, didn't she? 


Isabelle That's right. Lucas had just heard from her, so he told me all her news and then we got 
on to all sorts of other things. Anyway, I thought he was really nice. 


Daisy So, you flirted with’ him, no doubt! 


Isabelle Justa little, perhaps. Anyway, by the time they'd repaired the lift he'd asked me 
to go out with him. And that was six months ago! 


! having a romantic relationship € know a little about her because of being told 

? started to like about her 

3 caused us to be friendly with each other T talked and behaved in a way which shows 

^ started (collocates with conversation, someone that you are sexually attracted 
friendship) to them 


5 have heard of her but don't know her personally 

Relationship problems 
eee Ca f 
Advice: Relationships 


I really like a girl in my English class. I'd love to ask her to come out for a coffee, but F 
should I wait for her to make the first move? — Alfie, London 


Iam worried about my partner. He got mixed up with some untrustworthy people when 
he started a new job six months ago. Should I say anything to him? — Grace, Dundee 


Ihave been happily married for ten years. However, lately, my wife has been getting more 
and more distant with me. I now suspect she may be cheating on! me. What should I do? — 
Connor, Belfast 


Last week I made the mistake of telling my daughter-in-law that she fusses too much over? 
her children. I didn't mean to upset her, just to help. But it has caused a major bust-up? in 

our relationship and it’s come between‘ me and my son too. How can I patch things up?? + 
— Isla, Glasgow 


My best friend is always sucking up tof our lecturer. I think she’s trying to butter her up’ so 
she gets better grades. It’s annoying and unfair. Should I say anything? — Megan, Cardiff En 


5 
6 


1 (informal) having a sexual relationship improve the situation 


with someone else (informal) trying to make the lecturer like her 
2 pays too much attention to by doing and saying things that will please her 
3 (informal) break (in a relationship) T (informal) be very nice to someone so they 
^ spoilt the relationship will do what you want 
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39.3 


Exercises 


Rewrite the underlined part of each sentence using a phrasal verb from A opposite. Make 
any other necessary changes. 


1  Marwa Do you know the novelist Madeleine Parker? 


2 Robert | was surprised to hear Nick and Polly have got engaged. 


Anna | wasn’t. They've been having a romantic relationship for two years. 


3 - Max Did you see Tim talking to that American girl at the party? 


Will Yeah, he was chatting to her and behaving in a way which showed he 
was attracted to her all evening. 


4 Harriet Did you have any success getting to know that dark-haired guy? 
Katie No. | tried to start a conversation with him, but he wasn't very friendly. 
5 Jason You seem to like the new boss, anyway. 


Andrew Yes, | started to like him straight away in fact. He's very nice. 


6 - Sara Did you and Liam first meet at the tennis club? 


Amber Yes, you could say it was tennis that caused us to be friendly with each other. 


Correct the mistakes with the particles in these sentences. 


I’ve never met Antonia Goff, but | know with her because Charles works with her. 

| had an email last month from Dominic, but | haven't heard to him since then. 

| think Joe is cheating to me. Somebody saw him out with another girl. 

Mrs Butler fusses ever so much on her two sons, even though they're adults. 

Daria spent all evening flirting to her friend's brother. 

I’m afraid my son is getting mixed up of some bad company at university. 

Majid struck off a conversation with the person sitting next to him, and the flight passed quickly. 
Rosa told me about your bust-out with Sebastian. 


c NAOn AUNE 


Answer these questions. 


1 Michael and Ella are trying to patch things up. Are things good or bad between them at the moment? 

2 Ifyou warm to somebody, do you feel (a) anger towards them, (b) in love with them, (c) a liking for them? 

3 Ifa discussion about money comes between two people, what does it do to them? 

4 If you suck up to your teacher, do you (a) say things to annoy him/her, (b) say things to please 

him/her, (c) respect him/her? 

If you want someone to do something for you, what could you do to encourage them? 

6 If you have a bust-up with someone, do you have (a) a big party to celebrate something, (b) a 
match or competition to see who's best, (c) an argument causing a break in your relationship? 

7 If someone says ‘Mary got mixed up with some guy from London’, do they think Mary was in a 
good relationship or an undesirable one? 

8 Which is correct in this sentence, go or come, or both? 
| really like Josh; | wish | had the courage to ask him to ............ out with me. 


uo 


Over to 


Find an example of an article about relationships in a magazine. Make a note of any phrasal verbs 
that you find in the article and write them down in their context. 
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40 Character and personal qualities 


a Talking about negative qualities 


84 


(informal, always continuous) becoming old 


though they may offend people 


Leah What do you make of Natasha's new boyfriend? He's getting on! a bit, isn't he?! 


Naomi Yes.He must be at least 20 years older than her. | must say | didn't like him very much. 
His eyes were boring into? me and it made me feel uncomfortable. 


Leah I’m glad you felt like that too. He really scared me. 


Naomi Scared you? You need to toughen up? a bit! You shouldn't let anyone scare you. It's not 
just his eyes, though, is it? He's so outspoken"! In fact, he's rude. 


Leah He swore at me the other day. | didn’t answer back though. | wouldn't descend to? his 
level. And how about the way he speaks about his sister? 


Naomi No wonder she's a bit odd. Having a brother like that would screw me up?! 
Leah lm amazed Natasha's so keen on him. | had her down as’ a sensible person. 


Naomi You know, sometimes I think she's like a teenage girl who needs to grow out of? 
needing a father figure. | mean, she's 30, not 13! 


$ (informal) make someone feel confused and 


looking very hard at unhappy about their life 

become stronger and more able to deal with 7 (informal) thought that they were a particular 
problems (also transitive: toughen sb up) type of person (especially when they are not 
having a tendency to express opinions even in fact like that) 


8 stop doing something as you get older 


5 behave so badly 


Talking about positive qualities 
Look at this speech by a company manager at a party for a colleague who is retiring. 


1 


say that you know someone and that you 4 
can promise that they have a good > helping people to feel more confident 
character or good skills e 
? became apparent 1 


Jack is leaving us today and | want to wish him a happy retirement. Having worked closely with him, 

| can personally vouch for! his unswerving loyalty to the company over the last 21 years and his 
extraordinary skills as a personnel manager. Right from the beginning, his ability to handle people 
shone through’. He prided himself on? the good relations he enjoyed with junior staff; he knew that 
good relationships mean everything in the workplace. It was always such a pleasure to see how his face 
would light up^ whenever he managed to solve a tricky personnel issue; for him, resolving a difficult 
situation was its own reward. Jack was also excellent at drawing out? younger, less experienced 
members of staff, and he showed that rare talent for bringing out? the best in all his colleagues. I’m 
sure everyone would agree that he always came across’ as calm, professional and committed to his 
staff. His departure will be a great loss to the company. 


look very happy 


making qualities more noticeable 
appeared to be 


3 took pride in 


Note how the meaning of a phrasal verb can sometimes vary depending on whether it is used with 


an object or not. For example, come across (see above), when it is used with an object means ‘find 
or meet something/somebody by chance’: / came across an old photo of us when we were at 
university the other night. Make a note of any verbs whose meanings change in this way. 
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40.1 


40.2 


Exercises 


Look at these pages from Georgia's private diary, where she writes about people she knows 
and works with. Complete the text using phrasal verbs or adjectives from A opposite. 


MON 17 WED 19 

The affair with Chloe seems to have Funny e ces (5) Ava down as 
a erry ae (1) Hugo up quite badly a fairly .......................(6) person, but 
- he seems so unhappy and confused. she’s actually the complete opposite, 
He'll have to m (2) up quite shy and quiet when you get to 


if he’s to cope with life and all the 
horrible things that can happen when 
you're in love. Poor man. 


TUE 18 


Spent the evening with Victoria and her 
new partner. | don't know how old Simon 
ie3butiheis' definitely e (3) on 
a bit and his hair's going grey. 


Pad day at the office - some documente 
got lost. The boss suspected me and Evie. 
His eyes just. eere (4) into usina 
very accusing way and he questioned us for 
along time. 


know her better. The good thing is she 
seems to have ee" (7) out of 
her girlish infatuation with that stupid 
man Henry at last. | guess she’s more 
mature now she's turned 30! 


THU 20 


Lydia and | almost had a serious 

row last night. She insulted me a 
couple of times and | felt furious, but 
lrefuse to s (8) to her 
level, even though it would be easy 
enough! 


Complete these annual appraisal summaries, written by a personnel manager, with the 
correct particles. 


1 Zoe sometimes comes... as a little aggressive, but in general she has good relations 
with her colleagues and seems to bring ....................... the best in the staff she manages. 

2 Elizabeth has had to overcome a great deal due to her physical disability, but her determination 
and will to succeed always shine ....................... despite the difficulties. 

3 Luke prides himself....................... his ability to cope with huge amounts of stress and to meet 
deadlines. He has always met deadlines, though I can’t personally vouch ....................... his ability 
to deal with a major crisis. 

4 It's always so nice to see how Cameron's face lights ...................... whenever he is praised for 
his achievements, and he has had some notable successes in the last 12 months. Let's hope it 
continues that way. 

5 Louis is very good at drawing ....................... the shyer and less confident members of staff. He 
seems like an excellent candidate for promotion in the next round. 


Over to 


Try and find some job advertisements in English. Job descriptions often refer to personal qualities 
needed for the job. Note any phrasal verbs you find. 
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41 


Feelings 


pan Note the phrasal verbs connected with feelings. 


Hi Francesca 


| don't know what I’d do without your support. At 
the moment, I’m finding it hard to summon up 

the energy to get Qut of bed in the morning. | don't 
know if I've gone off? the idea of making a career 
as a singer or if | just don't care for? the type of 
music the band is playing now. | feel as if the band 
leader has got something against me and is trying 
to turn the other members of the band against? me 
too. | know | need to loosen up and that | mustn’t 
work myself into’ a state about it — staying calm 
and confronting him is the only way to resolve the 
situation — but | feel so low, | can't face it. 


Love Phoebe 


! find (used about someone trying hard to 
find a quality that is needed) 

(UK, Aus) stopped liking 

don't like 

dislikes for some reason 

make others dislike 

relax mentally 

make myself feel very upset 


NOu B t€ M 


Hi Phoebe 


| understand just how low you're feeling, 
but you can snap out of it and not give 
in to? all these negative thoughts! | know 
you, and | know you can get through this. 
| think you're secretly hankering after? 
a change and perhaps leaving the band 
would be a good idea. If you do decide 
that's the best way forward, I’m sure 
you'll soon perk up!! and be your usual 
self, brimming with? enthusiasm for 
everything! 

Love Francesca 


8 (informal) force yourself to stop feeling sad or upset 


? if you give in to an emotion, you stop trying not to 
feel it and you allow your actions to be controlled 
by that emotion 

wanting very much 
1 become happier or more energetic 
12 filled to capacity with 


10 


Note how the second speaker uses a phrasal verb to paraphrase the first. 


Erica Bella was very angry. She was almost crying. 


Julian Yes, it was obvious she was choking back! her anger and fighting back? the tears. 


! forcing herself not to show her feelings 


? trying hard not to show an emotion 


Will Armand looked so surprised when he received his leaving gift, didn't he? 


Paula  Yes,I think he was bowled over by everyone's generosity. 


Zara Molly suddenly started talking uncontrollably about her emotions. 


Luke Yes, she let it all spill out, didn't she? 

Ellie You didn't look physically and mentally able to tolerate such a long meeting. 
Rosie — No,l wasn’t feeling up to it. l'd had a cold and was feeling tired and weak. 
Aisha Iwas very sorry to hear that Isaac's mother has died. 

Natalie Yes, poor man. My sympathies go out to him and his family. 

Salim — | think the news shocked Imogen and really upset her. 

Ollie Yes, it obviously shook her up a lot. 


Ruby | felt so sad as | stood at the War Memorial. 

Evelyn Yes, an overwhelming feeling of sadness came over everyone. 
Emma We should stay calm and not do or say anything stupid. 

Jack Yes, we mustn't let our emotions run away with us. 
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41.1 


41.2 


41.3 


41.4 


41.5 


Exercises 


Complete these sentences with a verb from A. 


(O0 -410» 01 43» UNE 


When you came for the job interview, you were ..................... with self-confidence. 

| just couldn't... up the courage to tell my boss | wanted a pay rise. 

Please try to... up and look a bit more cheerful before our visitors arrive. 

Mia has a nervous disposition but usually manages not to ....................... in to her fears. 
She's ose after a major career change, so she might go back to university. 

Try not to... yourself into a state about everything; calm down. 

I’ve really ...................... off football recently. | used to love it, but now it just bores me. 
Stop being so bad-tempered. Just .................... out of it! 

He was very nervous at the beginning of his presentation, but he ...................... up after a 


minute or two. 


Which verb in B matches each definition? 


oU» 0h Hn 


force yourself not to show some feeling ....................... 

begin to affect oe 

surprise or please alot ...................... 

make someone feel shocked or upset ...................... 

encourage us to do foolish things ...................... 

feel physically and mentally strong enough to do something ....................... 


Which phrasal verb from the opposite page fits each set of collocations? 


1 


anger 3 an easy life 
10 eee tears ro sestserciusredes (a) change 
disappointment a fast car 
charm 4 excitement 
to.De... oett by someone's beauty ior enthusiasm 
generosity self-confidence 


Read the remarks about different people and then answer the questions below. 


Keira doesn't care for her boss. Felix can't snap out of his bad mood. 
Joel was quite bowled over by the news. Hannah tried her best to choke back her tears. 
Harvey ought to perk up a bit. Sofia is turning people against the boss. 
Poppy is brimming with anticipation. Aaron has something against his teacher. 
1 Whoisfeeling down? 

2 Who is finding it hard to change how he feels? 

3 Whois feeling dislike? 

4 Who is making people dislike someone? 

5 Who wanted to cry? 

6 Who dislikes someone for a reason that is not apparent? 

7 Who was very surprised about something? 

8 Whoisreally looking forward to something? 


Rewrite each sentence using the word in brackets. 


aAnBWNeE 


Layla let her feelings become very obvious. (SPILL) 

Grandma doesn’t think she could manage a long flight. (FEEL) 

We must not allow our feelings to make us do something we'll regret. (RUN) 
You mustn’t let those feelings of insecurity take over. (GIVE) 

Everyone suddenly felt very tired. (CAME) 

We extend our sympathies to all the victims of the disaster. (Go) 
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Social life 


Social and emotional commitments 


Hi Nicholas, 


What did you get up to! at the weekend, anything exciting? We had quite a nice weekend here. 
It was my mum's birthday, so my sister and I treated her to? a night out. We took her out for 
dinner on Saturday, and then we went on to a jazz club because she's a great jazz fan. 


Mansour 


1 (informal) do ? paid for her to do something pleasant 


Hi Mansour, 


Glad to hear you had a nice weekend. I did too. I was passing by an old friend's place on Sunday, so 
I called in on? him. Luckily he was at home. We didn't do anything special, just hung out* and chatted. 


Nicholas 


3 visited for a short time, usually * spent time together not doing anything special 
on your way to somewhere else 


Hi Holly, 


It’s just one big letdown? after another in my love life at the moment. The day after we had 
that terrible row, Kian dropped by? and persuaded me to agree to him taking me out for 

a meal last night. I thought it would be a chance for us to forget everything, you know, and 
move on?. I should have refused, but I said yes, and then he stood me up again. He phoned 
afterwards and gave some feeble excuse and now he's all romantic again and wants to meet 
up. I know what you're going to say — it's your fault, deal with it, and say no. Is that right? 


Flora 
> disappointment 7 going somewhere and doing something with someone, 
$ made a short visit to someone, usually something you have planned or paid for 
usually without arranging it 8 go forward in one's life and not look back to the past 


Other aspects of social life 

We're having a small get-together at our place on Saturday night. Would you like to 

come? [informal social gathering] 

Shall | call Amelia and see if we can hook up with her and Nancy and go clubbing? [(informal) meet 
someone for a particular purpose] 

It's six o'clock. l'd better shoot off or I'll be late for dinner. [(informal) leave] 


Wow, that was a fantastic meal. I'll need a couple of days to sleep it off now, though! [sleep until 
you feel better, especially after too much alcohol or food] 


Loads of people rolled up to see Theo's band at Zino's last night. [arrived at a particular place or 
event - when people roll up somewhere, they often arrive late] They had to turn people away as there 
wasn't enough room. [refuse to allow them to enter] 


I’m really getting into snowboarding. It's amazing. [becoming involved in an activity] 
Let's invite Dan too. We mustn't forget him just because he's moved away from the village. 
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42.1 


42.2 


42.3 


Exercises 


Complete the phrasal verbs or phrasal expressions in the second speaker's answers. 
1 - Mark Do you still find it difficult living on your own? 
Jules Well, Pve justgotto....................... witht and. a eee on. It's no good living in the past. 
2  Hamza Wasthe concert as good as you expected? 
Steve TINO twas abie ma a . Very poor. A complete disappointment. 
3 Maksim Can'tyou stay for dinner? We've got loads of food. 
Archie No, ld better... off now; I’ve got a report to do for tomorrow morning. 
4 Eliza Seth, how nice to see you! | wasn't expecting a visit! 
Seth WellMiasijUS T by so | thought l'd come and say hello. 
5 David How was Henry's birthday celebration? 


Rachel Well, we all....................... up expecting a big party, butthere were only a few 
members of his family there. 


Answer these questions. 


If someone says they've been getting seriously into bird-watching, what do they mean? 

If someone asks you what you got up to over the summer, what do they want to know? 

If someone said they were having a family get-together, what would be happening? 

If someone says to you, ‘Let’s just hang out’, what do they want to do? 

If someone said they wanted to take you out, is it likely they want to (a) kill you, (b) go out with 
you and pay for you, (c) go with you to show you the way out of a building? 


OU 0 hN rnD| 


Read these remarks by different people and then answer the questions below. 
Hessa Alexander dropped by the other day. 
Lara It would be nice to hook up with Jake and Liam. 
Amy Mum and Dad treated me to a wonderful weekend in Paris. 
Callum  l'll need a week to sleep off that dinner! 
Ivy | got turned away from that restaurant once. 
Thomas | moved away from Hobblethorpe because | needed a change. 
Jessica It'd benice to call in on Alejandro when we're in town. 


Ronnie Afterthe meal we went on to a really great club. 


Who had far too much of something? 

Who was not allowed to enter somewhere? 

Who wants to visit someone? 

Who went to live in a different place? 

Who was visited by someone? 

Who was already out somewhere and then went somewhere else? 
Who wants to meet someone? 

Who had a nice time and didn't have to pay? 


oo NAOn AUNE 
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43 Health and symptoms 
a. Talking about how you are 


Mrs Smith How are you these days? Have you managed to 
throw off? that cold you had when we last met? 


MrJones Well, yes, it cleared up after a couple of days, 
but l'd no sooner got over that than | picked up 
another one. It's horrible. | keep breaking out in? 
a sweat and my nose is completely bunged-up*. 


Mrs Smith Well, | hope you don't pass it on to me. I'm feeling bad enough as it is. My arthritis has 
flared up‘ again. And you know | fell and cut my hand a week ago? It's only just started 
to heal up? and the swelling hasn't gone down? yet. 


Mr Jones [think we should both go to the doctor's again, don't you? 


1 
2 


(informal) get rid of a slight illness ^ (of illness) returned 


(of sweat, spots, rash) suddenly appears 5 become covered by new skin 
on the skin € returned to its normal size 
(informal) blocked 


iB Feeling tired 


There are a lot of phrasal verbs in English relating to the idea of sleep and feeling tired. For example, 
drop off and nod off are both informal and both mean fall asleep, but nod off is used particularly 
about situations when you did not intend to fall asleep. 


E 


Here are some more phrasal verbs relating to being very tired. 


phrasal verb | phrasal adjective/noun | definition of phrasal verb | example 


wear outsbor | worn out make someone very tired | Going round the shops all day has 
wear sb out worn/tired/wiped me out / done 
tire out sb or tired out mein, 

tire sb out What a day l've had! | am 

do in sb or do done in (informal) worn out / tired out / done in / 

sb in (informal) wiped out! 

wipe outsbor | wiped out (informal) 

wipe sb out 

(informal) 

burn out burnt-out become so ill or tired that | Don’t work too hard - or you'll burn 


(noun = burnout) you can’t work creatively, | out before you’re 30! 
because of overwork 


washed out tired, pale and ill What’s the matter with Kay? She 
looks washed out. 


At the doctor’s 


Don't worry. There's a lot of it going around’. I'll put you on some tablets to | A 
help you sleep. They should knock you out?. Keep taking them for at least a h i 
" , | 


fortnight - you shouldn't come off them until | say so. This particular bug takes | 
a lot out of? you, so when you begin to feel better, make sure you eat lots of fruit 
and vegetables to build yourself up*. re ( 


— 


| 
A 


! alot of people are complaining of this ? makes you feel very weak 
? make you sleep heavily ^ make yourself stronger 
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43.1 


43.2 


43.3 


Exercises 


Rewrite the underlined parts of these sentences using a phrasal verb or phrasal expression 
from the opposite page. Make any other necessary changes. 
1 Doctor So,howcanl help you today? 
Patient Ithink I’ve caught a chest infection. I’m coughing and wheezing a lot. 
2 Doctor When did you first notice the problem? 
Patient Well, a rash suddenly appeared on my neck about a week ago. 
3 Doctor And what's troubling you, Mrs James? 
Patient Well, | had an ear infection about a month ago. It seemed to disappear when | took 
the antibiotics you gave me but now it's returned again. 
4 Doctor MrKelly, hello, how are things? 
Patient Well, OK, but my nose is blocked all the time. Can you give me something for it? 
5 Doctor Miss Peters, what can I do for you? 
Patient Well, I sprained my ankle a week ago, but the swelling hasn't diminished and it's still 
painful. 
6 Doctor Right, Mr Troy, what's troubling you? 
Patient Well, | just feel absolutely exhausted all the time. | have no energy at all. 
Read the remarks about different people and then answer the questions below. 
Bethany ljust can't seem to throw offthis cold. Natasha This bronchitis is taking a lot out of me. 
Teddy | hope Bethany doesn’t pass on her cold Elliot — | know! look really washed out. 
t : 
ens Harry — | feel totally burnt out. 
Grace lm getting over the flu now. n 3 FS 
Daniel I keep nodding off and missing parts 
William My scar is healing over nicely now. ofthe TV show. 
1 Whois feeling weak because of an illness? 
2 Whoisill but getting better? 
3 Who is feeling sleepy? 
4 Who is finding it difficult to get better? 
5 Who is completely exhausted from overwork? 
6 Who is pale, ill and tired? 
7 Whose skin is looking better? 
8 Who is keen not to catch someone else’s illness? 
Match the beginning of each sentence with its ending. 


1 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
T 


The doctor put me 


I’ve come 


a) out and I slept deeply. 
b) out from all that work. 


The tablet knocked me C) offthe antibiotics. 

| found it difficult to d) myself up a bit. 

There's a lot of flu going e) on a course of antibiotics. 
I’m quite weak, sol need to build f) drop off last night. 

| feel worn g) around right now. 


Find a magazine article on a health issue and make a note of any phrasal verbs that are used in it. 
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The body 


It was very cold and we huddled 
up together to keep warm. 


Phrasal verbs referring to actions or positions of the body 


During the dance we had 


to spread our arms out 
and go round in a circle. 


The cat curled up on the 
sofa and went to sleep. 


— B) More phrasal verbs connected with the body 


phrasal verb 


loosen up / 
warm up 


definition of phrasal verb 


prepare your muscles for a physical activity 
by stretching and doing simple exercises 


Dylan stuck his head 
out of the window to 
see what was happening 
in the street below. 


She stretched out her hand to 
try to reach the fruit. 


Molly bent down to 
pick up the puppy. 


example 


We always do exercises to loosen up / 
warm up before playing tennis. 


swing around/ 
round 


tense up 


suddenly turn around so that you can see 
someone or something behind you 


if you tense up, your muscles stiffen because 
you are not relaxed 


I swung round when | heard my name 
and saw Jude running towards me. 


‘Relax! Don't tense up and you'll float!’ 
said the swimming instructor. 


thaw out 


(slightly informal, metaphorical) become 
warmer after getting very cold 


*Oooh! It was freezing outside! Turn the 
heater on! | need to thaw out 


waste away 


gradually get thinner and weaker, usually 
because of illness 


Poor old Mrs Jones is just wasting 
away. She's been so ill, poor woman. 


pick yourself up 


stand up again after you have fallen 


(Parent to child who has just fallen) 
‘Come on, pick yourself up! Don't cry! 
You're OK? 


double up 


double over 


suddenly bend your body forwards because 
you are laughing a lot or in a lot of pain 


When she told me, it was so funny 
| just doubled up laughing. 


turn around/ 
round (sb/sth) 
or turn (sb/sth) 
around/round 


turn so that you are facing the opposite 
direction, or make someone or something 
do this 


(to somebody who is trying on a skirt) 
‘Turn around, let me see it from behind: 


He turned the car around and drove 
back home. 
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44.2 


44.3 


44.4 


44.5 


Exercises 


Look at A. Match the beginning of each sentence with its ending. 


coU» 0)hMN Ee 


If you all huddle up together a) the horse will take the carrot from your hand. 


If you stretch out your arm b 
Spread out your arms 

Now bend down 

If you stick your head out of the window 
You can curl up in the armchair 


) you'll be able to see our car. 
) and go to sleep if you like. 

) you'll feel a bit warmer. 

) and move them in circles. 

) and touch your toes. 


— 0 Q 0o 


Answer these questions using one of the phrasal verbs from B. 


NOM BW 


What do you normally need to do before starting on an exercise routine? 


If you have been outside for a long time on a very cold day, what may it take you some time to do 


when you go indoors again? 

What do you have to do if you fall over? 

What do you do if you hear a sudden noise behind you? 

What happens to your muscles if you are feeling very anxious? 

What happens if someone doesn’t eat enough over a long period of time? 
If you suddenly have an excruciating pain, what may you do? 


Correct the five particle mistakes in this paragraph. 


I’m rather worried about my neighbour. | saw her the other day in the garden and she was 
doubled out in pain. She also looks as if she is wasting off. | asked her about it and she said 
she was just trying to lose some weight, but she clearly didn't like my talking about it and 

| could sense her tensing in. | think she’s probably been doing far too much exercise. She 
spends hours outside bending away to touch the ground or spreading off her arms and 
swinging them in circles. | can see that she's in pain and I long to tell her to relax a bit. 


Rewrite each sentence using the verb in brackets in an appropriate form. 


oU» 0h Ee 


You must be freezing - do come inside and get warm. (THAW) 

Look at me - now face in the opposite direction. (TURN) 

Their daughter was lying in a little ball on her bed with her thumb in her mouth. (CURL) 
He put his arm out of the window and waved at us. (STICK) 

If you don't eat more, you'll get far too skinny. (WASTE) 

The stand-up comic was so good that we spent the evening in fits of laughter. (DOUBLE) 


Explain the play on words in these sentences. 


1 
2 
3 
4 


The twins doubled up laughing. 

The rubbish collectors were wasting away. 

The grammar teacher tensed up when Maria said ‘writed’ instead of ‘wrote’. 
The taxi driver picked himself up after he tripped over the suitcase. 
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45 How people speak 


94 


In these dialogues, the second speaker uses a phrasal verb in their response. 


Parent Go and study! You haven't done any revision yet this week! Did you hear me? 


Child OK, OK! Don't go on at! me! I'll do some work after supper. 


1 criticise someone continuously 


Jackson Can you explain to me what we have to do at the meeting? 


Paul OK, I'll just run through? the main points. 


? explain or read something to someone quickly 


Austin You can have two hours for your presentation. 


Maya Two hours is far too long! I'd bore everyone stupid. | wouldn't want to listen 
to anyone holding forth? for that long. 


3 talking about a particular subject for a long time, often in a way that other people find boring 


Archie How do you think we should present our case to the committee? 


Eloise | think we should emphasise the good things and perhaps just gloss over^ the difficult bits. 


^ avoid discussing something, or discuss something without talking about the details in order to make it 


seem unimportant 
Albert How can we distract Richard while I bring in his present? 


Lauren Well, l'll engage him in conversation? and you can leave the room discreetly. 


5 try to start a conversation with him 


Look at these sentences with more phrasal verbs connected with speaking. 
Mr Holroyd reeled off a list of names. [(informal) said a long list of things quickly and without stopping] 


The detectives tried to wring the truth out of the suspect. [force or persuade someone to give you 
money or information] 


The reporters bombarded the minister with questions. [directed a lot of something at one person] 
Somebody raised their hand to put a question to the speaker. 


| didn't really have a conversation with her. She just talked at me for an hour. [talked to someone 
without listening to them or allowing them to speak] 


Without thinking, he blurted out the name of the hotel where the star was staying. [said something 
suddenly and without thinking, especially because you are excited or nervous] 


lIl introduce the plan in general and then you can expand on it. 


In the middle of my welcome speech I just dried up. [stopped speaking, especially because you 
suddenly forget what to say next] 


The teacher kept asking him questions but he was nervous and he just clammed up. 
[(informal) became silent or refused to speak, usually because of shyness or fear] 


l'd like to get a flat of my own but I'll have to sound my parents out first. [talk to someone to 
discover what they think about an idea or plan] 


We were talking about the Olympics and that led into a discussion about drugs. 


Are you going to tell the truth or do | have to drag it out of you? [make someone tell you something 
that they do not want to tell you] 
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45.2 


45.3 


45.4 


Exercises 


Rewrite the underlined part of each sentence, using one of the phrasal verbs in A. 


1 It's so boring listening to Uncle Ed lecturing us about the problem with the youth of today. 
2 I'll try to get into a conversation with your father so he won't notice you leaving. 

3 | wish my parents would stop criticising me all the time. 

4 OK, before everyone starts working, l'd like to quickly remind you of the instructions. 

5 The personnel manager said very little about salary progression during our interview. 


Read the sentences and then answer the questions. 


1 After Josie got back from the party, her flatmates bombarded her with questions. 
Did Josie's flatmates ask her a lot of questions or a few questions? 

2 Towards the end of the play, one of the main actors suddenly dried up. 
Would the actor have been pleased with his performance or not? 

3 Nathan reeled off the names of all 50 states of the USA. 
Did Nathan have to pause and think of the name of each state? 

4 Jensen clammed up as soon as Bobby came in the room. 
Did Jensen speak more or less after Bobby arrived? 

5 The detective eventually managed to wring his attacker's name out of the boy. 
How easy was it for the detective to get the boy to tell her the truth? 

6 Matt decided to sound out the editor before he started to write the article. 
What do you think Matt talked to the editor about? 

7 Blake has a dreadful habit of talking at people. 
Why is this habit of Blake's dreadful? 

8 Daniela glossed over the accident when she was telling her parents about her trip. 
What did Daniela tell her parents about the accident? 


Complete these sentences using a phrasal verb from the opposite page. 


1 Now, who'd like to ....................... the first question to our guest speaker? 

2 Inthis essay | shall first outline three key issues. | shall then expand ...................... each of these 
in turn. 

3 Our discussion of modern education soon ....................... into an argument about whether schools 
are better now than they used to be. 

4 ld love to join your expedition to the North Pole, but | should ....................... my boss out first. 

5 Myson doesn’t tell us much about school. We have to drag things ...................... of him. 

6 The children were so interested in the topic that they ....................... their teacher with questions. 

7 Sadie just... up whenever | tried to get her to talk about her work. 

8 During the press conference, she was nervous and unintentionally ..................... out the name of 


the secret agent. 


Here are some more phrasal verbs connected with ways of speaking. Can you work out what 
they mean and rewrite the sentences, replacing the underlined verbs with your own words? 


1 Finn was so rude - he cut in on the conversation | was having with Faye about her new job and 
started to ask her questions about her daughter. 

2 | don’t know how you'll manage to explain away the scratch on your mother’s car. 

3 | wish he'd stop wittering on about the weather - it’s so boring. 


Over to 


Look up the verbs from exercise 45.4 in a good dictionary. Write down some more examples of how 
they are used. 
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46 How people move 
EN Coming and going 


The boy stole away while his parents were sleeping. 
[left quietly without anyone knowing] 


I’m sorry! | only crept up on you for a joke. | didn't mean to 
frighten you. [approached someone so quietly they did not 


know you were there till the last moment] 


My landlord told us that if we didn't clear out of the flat by the 
end of the week, he'd contact his lawyer. [(informal) leave] 


I’m terribly sorry for walking in on your private meeting! [going into a room and seeing what 
someone is doing when they do not want to be seen] 


phrasal verb 


drop back 


Moving with other people 


definition of phrasal verb 


move to a position nearer the back 


example 


Joseph started out in the lead in the race 
but soon dropped back to fifth place. 


hang back 


not move forwards with other people, 
usually because you are shy or afraid 


The others rushed forward to see the tiger 
but | hung back. 


pile into / out 
of 


(informal) enter/leave a place or vehicle 
quickly and not in an organised way 


The schoolchildren piled into / out of the 
bus. 


squash up 


(informal) move closer together in order to 
make space for someone else 


If you squash up, there'll be room for Tim 
on the sofa too. 


gain on 
sb/sth 


get nearer to someone or something that 
you are chasing 


The helicopter could see that the police car 
was gaining on the robbers' car. 


A long walk 


Hi Gemma! 


We're having a great holiday. Yesterday we went for a long walk in the hills. It was longer 
than it needed to be because Ivan misread the map. We walked quite a long way but then 
came to a big cliff and had to double back!. We saw lots of wildlife. In the early evening we 
stumbled on? some deer. At first they were startled and drew back? from us into the forest, 
but we stood well back so as not to frighten them and they soon relaxed and went back to 
their grazing. We stood still and watched them for some time. We suddenly realised that it was 
starting to get dark and that we'd better push on*. We were zipping along? until I tripped 
over’ a fallen branch. I thought I might have sprained my ankle, but we managed to get back 
to our cottage in time to have a late supper and it's fine today. 


Seb 


! go back in the direction we'd come from 
? found/met by chance 
moved away because they were surprised 


3 


or afraid 


4 
5 


continue on our walk 
(informal) moving very quickly 
€ fell because I accidentally hit my foot 


against something while walking 
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46.1 


46.2 


46.3 


46.4 


Exercises 


Complete these sentences using the correct particles. 


il 


2 
3 


4 


5 


| accidentally walked .................. sss Max and Isla the other day at the office, and 
they were having a terrible row about something! 

They stole ....................... in the middle of the night; nobody knew they had left. 

| looked in the rear-view mirror and saw that the mysterious motorcyclist was gaining 
PEIEE me. 

We all piled ....................... the car, but we had to squash...................... as it was only small and 
there were five of us. 

Oh! I didn't realise you were there! You shouldn't creep... sss me like that! 


Complete these sentences with a verb from the opposite page. 


1 
2 
3 


4 
5 
6 
T 


8 


Wall: metes into the taxi and headed off to a club to end our perfect night out. 

Old Mrs Gifford oo... over the edge of the carpet and fell and hurt her ankle. 

| don’t think we have time to stop for lunch; we'd better ....................... on if we want to get there 
before it gets dark. 

The fire chief told everyone to ....................... well back as there was the risk of an explosion. 
The message warned them to ....................... everyone out of the building as quickly as possible. 
When I was putting some books in the attic, I ....................... on an old picture I hadn't noticed 
before. 

Crossing the valley, we were ....................... along, but then the car suddenly broke down as we 
went up a hill. 

| suddenly realised I’d left my wallet in the café where we'd stopped for breakfast, so we had to 
——— back. 


Explain the play on words in these sentences. Use a dictionary if necessary. 


1 
2 


3 
4 
5 


When he had finished his painting, the artist drew back to see his work from a distance. 

The children's jackets were all undone as they stood in a row waiting for the photographer, so she 
zipped along the line to fasten them. 

Squash up, kids, and when you're all sitting down, l'll give you some juice. 

The twins set off in one direction but then doubled back to try to lose their pursuers. 

The robbers stole away as soon as they heard the police car outside the bank. 


Complete the chart with four verbs which can be used with back to match the meanings 
in brackets. Then make four sentences using one of the verbs in each. 


ne mete (not move 
forwards with other (move away 
people) if afraid or surprised) 


—— "wunovesd | j= | . | . Jl (go back in the 
nearer the back) direction you came from) 
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41 Nature 
a Animals and plants 


Elephants feed on plants. 
By pulling down trees 
to eat leaves, breaking 
off branches and pulling 
up plants, they create 
clearings in which new 
vegetation can grow to 
provide nutrition in the 
future. However, their 


destructive habits have 
meant that a number of 
plants are in danger of 
dying out. 


The cherry laurel requires 
consistently moist soil; 
do not allow it to dry 
out. In favourable areas 
it is very invasive; if you 
cut the tree down, it will 
still send out limbs from 


The South African 
secretary bird preys on? 
insects, snakes, tortoises 
and rats. Small prey are 
picked up in the bill 
and swallowed. Larger 
prey are first stamped to 
death and then eaten. 
The secretary bird also 
stamps its feet on the 
ground to flush out“ 


prey. 


the root and offshoots? 
from the bottom of the 
stem. Very hard to dig 
up. Ihe cherry laurel 
has small flowers which 
come out in late spring. 


1 becoming more and more rare and eventually disappearing completely 
? plants which have developed from a larger plant 

3 catches for food 

^ force an animal to come out of its hiding place 


Water and sky 


phrasal verb definition of phrasal verb example 
dry up disappear (used about water) The river is in flood now - it's hard to believe it 
completely dried up six months ago. 
freeze over become covered with ice In the far north, the sea freezes over for 
several months each year. 
goout/come | move further away from the beach / When the tide goes out, we can look for 
in nearer the beach shellfish. But we'll have to be careful as the 
tide comes in quickly here. 
come out appear in the sky (used of the sun, It is spectacular here at night when the stars 
moon or stars) come out. 
go in become hidden by a cloud Let's go indoors now - the sun has gone in and 
it's getting chilly. 
overcast grey, covered in cloud (used about | don't want to go to the beach today as it is 
the sky) So overcast. 
wash away carry away by water An old boat abandoned on the beach was 
washed away by the unusually high tide. 
eat away at gradually destroy by taking little bits The sea is eating away at the cliff, and houses 
atatime close to the edge are at risk. 
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Exercises 


47.1 Complete these commentaries from television nature documentaries with the correct 
phrasal verbs. You are given the first letter each time. 


the many fish which are found offshore. Seals also p... sss (2) the abundant fish 
stocks. It is hard to imagine that if global warming increases, these wonderful creatures may 

doe uen (3) and never be seen again at this latitude. Sea levels will rise and 

QOEM ME rs e eR S, (4) the cliffs and rocky shores, Wr a sss (5) their 
natural habitats forever. And, paradoxically, as the temperature and sea levels rise, some of the 
inlandllakesimayid e (6) altogether, leaving an arid landscape. 


TUNES GS GAA Cast uU [Osscasccossacucoaa: Sncosceasceoucana (7) the higher branches | 
of trees and eat the succulent leaves. In the course of their feeding, 
nevao treno" nello ranclac c" (8) causing damage to 
(UME (HRAES, ZING! VEIN MMOME SO NY Drorccorcacasoncas anrecnoassccnunse (9) the youngest 
saplings altogether. Fortunately, nature always revives, and the destroyed 
anaidamaeedirecsiscem onaosssannoonepns (OMEO (11) so 
that, in time, the forest renews itself. Only humans are the real enemy, 
Cen CHORD TUNE (ec ceskandad Nee E (13) 
the most precious plants to collect specimens, denuding the forest 
forever, and all for commercial gain. 


47.2 Answer these questions using phrasal verbs or phrasal adjectives from the opposite page. 


1 What would happen to a pond if the temperature dropped to -10°C? 

2 What might happen to a shallow lake if the weather is very hot and there is no rain for a long time? 
3 What adjective can describe the sky when it is grey and covered in cloud? 

4 Why is the sea not always at the same place on a beach? 

5 Ifthe police suspect that bank robbers are hiding in a forest, what might dogs help them to do? 


47.3 Rewrite these sentences using phrasal verbs or phrasal adjectives from the opposite page. 


1 Asnight fell, the stars appeared. 

2 The sun became hidden by a cloud and the temperature fell suddenly. 

3 Cats (both large and small) lift their young with their teeth to move them around. 
4 Itwas lovely and sunny this morning but now the sky is grey. 

5 Many wild animals and plants are on the verge of becoming extinct. 


47.4 Complete these encyclopaedia entries using phrasal verbs from the box in the correct form. 
Use a dictionary if necessary. 


VEA Cambridge 

©) Dictionary watch over takeover ^ movein bringup — fendfor ^ chase out 

dictionary.cambridge.org 
lin manyplaces:greysquidelshave 10.20 icc t ee (IN ANE Ere Pe the native 
Ted SQUIRES res: (hey, here UNEN soseer aereos (3) their territory. 
Mamganimals p en ae set ao (4) their young in a similar way to human 
parents e E E (5) them till they are mature; others leave their 
VOUNGIOM AE Pei E (6) themselves shortly after birth. 
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Weather 


Rain and snow 25 


phrasal verb definition of phrasal verb example 

beat down come down in large amounts Lying in bed, | could hear the rain beating 
with force down. 

pelt down (informal) fall very heavily The rain was pelting down by the time we 


got to the top of the mountain. 


hold off not start, although you expect it to Fortunately the snow held off until we had 
got safely home. 
freeze up become blocked with ice and It was a very hard winter last year and many 
stop working people had problems with pipes freezing up. 
M 


BEEN sunand clouds == dn, 


If the sun breaks through (the clouds), it starts to appear from behind the clouds. 

If the sun beats down, it shines very strongly and makes the air hot. 

If some kind of bad weather such as clouds or fog rolls in, it appears in a large amount. 
If cloud or smoke blots out the sun, it covers it and prevents it from being seen. 


If windows or glasses fog/mist/steam up, they become covered with small drops of water and 
you can't see through them. 


ENG) enne 


| suspected there would be trouble at the office as soon as the new 
boss breezed in! on his first day. He was very competent and he'd 
breezed through? the job interview, but he had no patience at all 
for anyone less able and he had a very sharp tongue. | noticed that 
as soon as he spoke to his PA, her face clouded over? in anger. He 
asked the sales manager to explain some contradictory figures in 
such an aggressive manner that she froze up^ and couldn't say a 
word. | could see her eyes misting over’. By the end of that first 
day, his PA had stormed out?, saying she would never return. The 
rest of us got together after work and decided that we had no 
choice but to try to freeze him out’. We agreed only to speak to 
him if we absolutely had to. 


! walked in quickly and confidently 5 filling with tears 
(breeze - light wind) 9 left in an angry way 
? (slightly informal) succeeded very easily 7 make him feel that he is not welcome by 


3 suddenly looked unhappy being unfriendly 


^ became so afraid she couldn't do or 
say anything 
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Exercises 


48.1 Complete the text below using the correct particles from A opposite. 
The weather forecast said that there would be rain later on, but we were all hoping that it 


would hold ...................... (1) until Julia's birthday barbecue was over. When we first arrived, 
the sun was beating ..................... (2) and some people were too hot. But then grey clouds 
appeared and the rain started. At first it was quite light but then it began to pelt....................... (3). 


We had to cook indoors but Julia wasn't too disappointed. 


48.2 Mark these sentences with a e if you are happy in this situation or a ES if you are not 
happy in this situation. Explain your answers. 


1 Your pipes at home freeze up while you are on a skiing holiday. 
2 You receive a letter that makes your face cloud over. 
3 You are walking by the sea when fog rolls in. 
4 You can hear the rain beating down outside as you sit by a big log fire. 
5 You are on a long country walk and the rain holds off. 
6 You have to give a speech at a friend's wedding and you freeze up. 
7 You breeze through an important exam. 
8 You storm out of a meeting. 
9 A group of friends start to freeze you out. 
10 You are sitting on the beach and the sun is beating down. 


48.3 Write a sentence about each picture using a phrasal verb from the opposite page. 


48.4 Complete these sentences using a phrasal verb from the opposite page in an appropriate 
form. Add any other words that are needed. 


1 Ellis arrived an hour late but he didn't seem worried; he just... , 
2 It was such a sad film. When the hero died | could feel my eyes ...............sssssssssssee à 
3 Whenever | go from a cold street into a heated shop, my glasses ...............ssssssssssses ; 
4 |can see a little bit of blue sky. | think the sun is trying to... ; 
5 We're going to an open air concert tonight. | hope the rain .........ssssssssssssssssse , 
6 Ithink the weather's changing for the worse. Look at those clouds .............ssssssssssssssssss : 
7 Don’t worry about your driving test. I’m sure you'll... ; 
8 | always get really nervous before oral exams. I’m afraid ll... : 
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49 Places 


See Travel websites 


102 


Destinati f f 
Steeple Bunting 


The unspoilt little market town of Steeple Bunting stretches out along 
the winding River Tare. The town is steeped in! history, and great care 
has been taken to ensure that modern buildings blend in? well and do Í 
not encroach orn? the 16th-century centre. A particularly well-preserved hy iji il TUM i à 
building from that period is Elderflower Cottage, a delightful half- ^ a 
timbered house set back^ from the High Street. The beauty of this white- 
walled cottage is set off? by the colourful flower gardens which surround c qmm 


it, and visitors must also not miss the walled herb garden which opens : 
off the rose garden. There are many other must-see sights in Steeple Bunting and the town is dotted with® pleasant 
cafés where you can relax if you just want to sit and soak up’ the atmosphere. The town is bursting with? tourists 
at the weekend, so visitors who prefer to avoid crowds are advised to come during the week. 


D 


! has a lot of (collocates strongly with history, made to look even more attractive 


also with tradition) $ has many, all over the place 
? look similar, do not seem very different T enjoy an experience 
3 advance beyond proper limits 8 very full with (only used in continuous 


^ a little distance from form) 


Improving houses and towns 


Kingsmill renovations to begin next week 


The run-down! Kingsmill area near the city's football ground is at last about to be done up?. 
Signs have gone up? around the area indicating that work will start next Monday. The first stage 
of the the work will affect the buildings which back onto the football ground, and Stadium Road 
will be closed off from Monday morning while the area is reduced to rubble^. Drivers wishing 
to access the stadium car park will need to approach it by Grant Lane, which branches off 
Rampart Street just after the petrol station. 


Local resident Maisie James (74) told us, ‘I'll be glad to see the back of the boarded-up® 
windows in the area. It's very dangerous — a ceiling fell in once when some children got into 
one of the abandoned buildings.’ 


Local architects Taylor and Summers have been employed to design the reconstruction, and 
readers can visit their office or look online to see the plans showing how the area will be 
laid out? and a large-scale mock-up’. Richard Taylor commented, ‘The renovations will 
inevitably be expensive, but we hope that the costs will to some extent be offset? by the use 
of reclaimed sandstone and slate, and also the reclaimed rubble.’ 


shabby, in disrepair covered with pieces of wood 

repaired, improved arranged, structured 

been fixed into position model showing how something will look 
made into a pile of bricks and stones when it is built 

(a strong collocation but note also: Toby was 8 compensated for 


reduced to tears = Toby started crying) 


Bowne 


If you notice a phrasal verb in a text, it may be useful to copy out the whole sentence. This can help 
you to be able to use it as well as understand it. 
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49.1 


49.2 


49.3 


Exercises 


Complete these two emails using phrasal verbs or adjectives from the opposite page. 


Hi Charlotte, 


Here we are in our new home. It's in an old house ..................sssss (1) back from the road 
in a big garden, on the top of a hill. The town ..............ssssssss (2) out below us. It's an old 
ÍOWH egest NSA (3) in history, bütsantsi (4) with all the excitement of 
a big modern city. Sometimes we just stroll through the streets ...............sssssss (5) up the 
atmosphere. 

From the back of the house, we look up into the hills, which are «0.0.00... (6) with 
little white houses. The road that runs past our house branches ......................sssssss (7) down to 


the river, so it's a nice place to go for a walk. I hope you can come and see us. 
All the best, 


Javier 

eoo TJ 

Hi Javier, 

Now you've left university you can live in luxury, but I’m still a poor student. Jade and I have moved 
into our accommodation for this year. It's in a rather... (8) part of town which was 
rich and prosperous years ago, but now there are lots of... (9) shops and cheap 
restaurants. We're in a house that backs ...................ssssssss (10) an old factory whose roof has 
fallen. metere (11), and next to that was another building which has been completely 
mn (12) to rubble and the area is all closed .................................. (13). So it couldn't 
be more different from your view! The flat itself is OK. There's a living room and a small kitchen 
which opens ...............sssssesss (14) it, two bedrooms and the bathroom. We've talked to the 
landlord and he's going to let us do it 0.0.00... (15) a bit. He said he'll pay for the 
paint and stuff. It may not be the Mediterranean, but it's home. 

Love, 

Charlotte 


Correct the mistakes with the phrasal verbs in these sentences. 


1 


co -1 0») C1 


New housing developments are encroaching against the countryside on the edge of town. 
Those climbing red roses really set that old white cottage out, don't they? 

The architects made a large-scale mock-on of the new shopping centre. 

The plain lines of the marble walls are upset by the ornate windows; together they produce a 
harmonious building. 

This plan shows how the area will be lied out when it is redeveloped. 

Signs have gone out round the area to be demolished warning the public to keep away. 

The 1990s buildings do not blend on very well with the older houses around them. 

The whole area is steeped with history. 


Answer these questions. 


1 
2 
3 
4 


Can you name a modern building that blends in well with older surroundings? 
What is the nearest place to you that is sometimes bursting with tourists? 

To what extent do you think that the place you live in is steeped in tradition? 
What does your own home back onto? 


Over to 


Look at tourist brochures or websites written in English for any city or town you are interested in. 
Note any phrasal verbs you find. 
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50 Tra nsport 
BEER Driving 


Read about Freddie's nightmare car journey and note the phrasal verbs. 


The whole journey was a complete nightmare. I'd only 

been going five minutes on the motorway when somebody 
cut in! on me and | had to brake really quickly to avoid an 
accident, but that was only the start of it. A bit further on I 
pulled out? to overtake a big lorry, but as | did, my engine 
just died. | tried revving the engine and after a couple of 
seconds it started again, but | had to change down? and get 
back into the slow lane and go very slowly indeed. Because 
| was so slow, | was flagged down‘ by a police officer who 
checked the car and told me that one of my tyres was worn. 
He said it wasn't illegal and let me continue but warned 

me to get it changed. The car started again without any 
problems, so | set off again, picked up speed? and drove 

a couple of miles before, guess what, the worn tyre blew - 
out! So | changed the tyre, which was another half hour wasted. Then | picked up’ a hitchhiker - 
| felt sorry for him. After a while we branched off? the motorway, and | left him where he wanted 
to be and went to a nearby café for a cup of tea. When | came out, the rain was pelting down and 
someone had blocked me in?. Then to cap it all, | realised the hitchhiker had taken my waterproof 
jacket from the back seat! 


! suddenly drove in front of me, not leaving enough space between the two vehicles 
? drove onto a road or onto a part of the road where the traffic is moving faster 
3 put a vehicle into a lower gear, usually in order to go slower 
^ made to stop by waving at the driver 

5 started to go faster 

suddenly burst 

T to let someone get in your car with the purpose of taking them somewhere 


8 turned onto a smaller road 
? put a car or other vehicle so close to another vehicle that it cannot drive away 


EE—3 Other phrasal verbs connected with transport 


Five planes were stacked up over the airport waiting for permission to land. [flying over an 
airport at different heights waiting to be told they can land] 


Two young men had stowed away on the ferry, hoping to enter the country illegally. Police said 
they had already arrested more than 20 stowaways at the port this year. [hidden on a ship, 
aircraft or other vehicle in order to travel secretly or without paying; person who does this] 


There's a popular programme where celebrities pretend they have been cast away on a 
desert island and have to survive. [left on an island with no other people after swimming 
from a ship that is sinking] 


She was knocked over by a cyclist and broke her arm. [hit by a vehicle and injured or killed] 
A police car pulled us over to the side of the road and two police officers searched the car. 


The traffic lights were very slow to change and all around me impatient drivers were revving 
up. [make a car's engine work faster while the car is not moving] 
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50.1 


50.2 


50.3 


50.4 


Exercises 


Look at A. Choose the correct word to complete these sentences. 


1 Thetrain started slowly but soon revved / picked / pulled up speed. 

2 l|hate drivers who cut / block / flag in on you when you're driving on a motorway. 

3 You pull / blow / change down when you want to reduce your speed. 

4 | wish my neighbour wouldn't rev / blow / change up outside my window early in the morning. 
5 Take care when you blow / change / pull out to overtake. 


Look at these pictures, and then complete the sentences about them below using phrasal 
verbs from the opposite page. 


] ————— 3 


TIME PONCE OMICS IS oi hak NE ETE TT m EE mM 
Tie drtVeris«c eec ep DR tes tet ea ses bots ebd de deses ane fet etr e op deseado oa e a 
Icneplcutg cim m E N 
The tyre LT ——————————————Á—— 
DM me 
The Ee-igactisd TET ———m— 


aAnBRWN Ee 


Put the words in the correct order to make sentences. 


1 down / The / flagged / on / a / police / ten / found / lorry / board / stowaways / and 
2 bedroom / car / was / a / I / woken / revving / by / window / up / outside / my 

3 car/ on / caused / cutting / an / by / nearly / accident / in / us / That 

4 very / blew / motorway / out / when / / was / frightened / the / tyre / my / on 


Complete these sentences using a phrasal verb from the opposite page. 


1 The boy managed to ............. sss on a plane to Australia and was only discovered when 
he arrived in Sydney. 

2 Theold man was ............ sss by a car that was speeding away from a burglary. 

3 Icouldn't get out of the car park - someone had ................. me... : 

4 A police officer ................. Elodie ................. and fined her for driving too fast. 

5 Robinson Crusoe is about someone who was .............. sss on a desert island. 

6 Take that narrow road that ................ sss the main road just after the railway bridge. 

7 I’m taking my car to work tomorrow so | can ............ YOU oes. on the way. 

8 | hate it when your plane has to spend ages ............. sss waiting to land. 


People often talk about journeys they have made. Write sentences about your journey to work or 


college or about any other interesting journeys you have made using some of the phrasal verbs on 
this page, together with any other phrasal verbs connected with travel that you know. 
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The news 


51 
mmn 


106 


How journalists get the news 

Some news comes from press releases that are put out by companies or organisations. However, 
journalists also pick up! stories from their contacts. Occasionally a story gets out? when a politician or 
film star confides in? someone who is not discreet. Sometimes a rumour starts and journalists sound out* 
people in the know to check its truth. It may sometimes be difficult for them to root out? the information 
they want, but journalists get very good at worming stories out of? people who don't want to talk to 
them. Sometimes they may stake out’ their potential subject’s house until they get the story they want. In 
fact, the ability to ferret out? a story may be as important for a journalist as the ability to write it up well. 


1 learn by chance € getting information from someone who does 
? becomes known (of something secret) not want to give it 
3 tells something private or secret to someone 7 watch continuously 


^ getan opinion from 8 find out something after searching for it 
5 search for and find something that is difficult to find 


Political news 


Pensions vrotest Brookes joins influential committee 
p Tim Brookes has been voted on to the 


A major protest took place yesterday Environmental Committee. Brookes has 
after news leaked out! about the been an MP since his party first got in 
in 1997, and he claims that his main 
ambition has always been to get onto 
this important committee. There were 


government's plans to raise the 
retirement age further. Workers of all 


ages walked out from factories and a number of powerful contenders for 
offices to join in public demonstrations. the place, but Brookes succeeded in 
Police attempts to head off the main whipping up considerable support and 


won the coveted place. Brookes’ critics 


protest march failed, but fortunately all say that he has a tendency to dumb 


the demonstrations passed off without down complex issues, but he argues that 
any major incidents. The government anything that gets people talking about 
has denied that it is planning to use force the environment is worthwhile. 


to put down any future protests. 


1 became known 


The police and the army in the news 


sentences from newspapers meaning of phrasal verb 


If there are not enough volunteer recruits, the order people to join the armed forces 
government will have to call people up. 

The new general joined up when he was 21. joined the army 

The enemy continues to hold out in the south. defend itself against attack 

The army is to be sent in to help earthquake victims. (of people with special skills) sent to an area 
Troops are expected to pull out before May. move out of an area 

Two planes were shot down last night. destroyed by enemy fire 

The kidnapper gave himself up last night. allowed the police to catch him 

The police will move in if the situation escalates. £o to a place to deal with a difficult situation 
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51.1 


51.2 


51.3 


Exercises 


An experienced journalist is talking to a new young reporter. Complete his advice below 
using phrasal verbs from A. You are given the first letter of each phrasal verb. 


Ice neon (4). The secret with celebrities is to get them to C... sss (5) you. 


topics to find out what they want to talk about; don't be aggressive - that won't get you anywhere. 
Just like celebrities, if they think you're trying to f............. sss (9) a story that's going to 
SAAREN e sides (10) and cause them embarrassment, they'll keep quiet and you'll get nothing. 
And take your time w................. your stories ................. (11). Don't rush the process. 


Match each headline 1-7 with an extract from the article a-g. 


OIL PROTEST PASSES OFF PEACEFULLY 

UN TROOPS TO PULL OUT OF PHRASALIA 

ARMY MOVES IN TO QUELL DISTURBANCES IN NORTHERN PROVINCE 
RESERVISTS CALLED UP AS SITUATION WORSENS 

PAINTSHOP WORKERS WALK OUT AT AUTO PLANT 

SPECIAL FORCES ATTEMPT TO HEAD OFF REBELS IN QUESA REGION 
UNIVERSITIES ACCUSED OF DUMBING DOWN ENTRANCE EXAMS 


) 5,000 men have been ordered to report to local bases for immediate posting to the front. 

) The aim is to push back the advance and to restore government control. 

c) 2,000 people assembled calmly outside the ministry and chanted slogans. 

d) The riots had reached a level which could no longer be tolerated, the defence minister said. 
e) Their work was now complete and had been a success, a spokesperson said. 

f) Pass rates have increased by a huge 50% this year. 

g) 250 downed tools and started an unofficial strike this morning. 


"O01 4» C) N20 F2 


a 
b 


Rewrite the underlined parts of these sentences, using a phrasal verb from the opposite page. 
Make any other necessary changes. 


1 The conservatives won the election in 2015. 
2 Ahelicopter was destroyed by enemy fire whilst in flight yesterday. 
3 My great-great-grandfather became a soldier when he was only 16. 
4 The kidnappers surrendered to the police just after midday. 
5 The rebels successfully defended themselves for six weeks. 
6 The government has ordered a group of experts to go to assess the flood damage. 
7 The government crushed the rebellion using massive force. 
8 Mr Fleet is trying to arouse some enthusiasm for the concert he is trying to organise. 
9 Hundreds of people participated in the celebrations outside the palace. 
10 Theodore got a place on the party's national committee. 


Over to 


Phrasal verbs are very common in newspaper headlines - perhaps because they are often short and 


dramatic words. See how many you can find in any one copy of a newspaper. Make a note of any 
interesting ones. 
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Secrets and lies 


News headlines 
INVESTIGATION BEARS OUT! FRAUD CLAIM 


1 proves that something that someone has said or written is true, or say that someone is telling the truth 


? stopped the public from finding out about something bad that had happened 


(informal) tell the truth about something 


PRIME MINISTER ACCUSED OF PAPERING OVER‘ CABINET DISAGREEMENT | 


4 hiding a difficulty to try to make people believe that there is no problem 


stop people from discovering the truth about something bad 


AGENTS SPIED ON® UN DIPLOMATS: FORMER SPY BREAKS SILENCE | 


watched secretly in order to discover information about them 


3 


5 


6 
Email gossip 


Hi Nicole, 


I wasn't at all surprised to hear that Dylan and Maria are getting engaged, were you? The way they've been 
looking at each other was a real give-away!, wasn’t it? And Maria almost let the secret out a couple of 
weeks ago anyway, even though they continued to make out that they were just good friends. They seem to 
be crazy about each other! 


Esther 


1 (informal) something that makes you aware of a fact that someone else was trying to keep secret 


? claim falsely that something is true 


Dear Aidan, 


I need to confide in? you. I’ve been suspecting for a long time that one of my employees, George, has been 
stealing from the till at work, so I actually hired a private detective. He dug up‘ a few unpleasant facts, I’m 
afraid. George has had a number of convictions for theft already. But the detective hasn't managed to prove 
that he is stealing from us. So I’ve decided to just play along? and pretend I don't know, to see if I can catch 
him out® — you know, just see if he gives anything away’ without realising it. Am I doing the right thing, do 
you think, or should I confront him? 


Oscar 


3 tell someone things that you keep secret from other people 


discovered new facts about a person or situation after a lot of searching 

(informal) pretend to agree with someone, or to do what someone wants for a short time, in order to get 
something from them or to avoid making them angry 

discover that someone is lying or doing something wrong 

lets someone know something that should be kept secret, often by mistake 


4 
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Exercises 


52.1 Answer these questions about the headlines in A opposite. 


What was the aim of the investigation and what did it discover? 

Why might the company have wanted to hush up the scandal? 

What is the third headline implying about the government? 

Why might the Prime Minister want to paper over what was happening in the Cabinet? 
Does it sound as if the report supports or condemns the ministers' behaviour? 

What has the former spy just admitted? 


aAnBRWN HE 


52.2 Match the beginning of each sentence with its ending. 


Fortunately, my research bore a) insomeone. 
Please just play b) upa good scandal. 

| wish I could confide ) out your secret. 

Journalists love to dig ) on her. 

I’m so sorry | let ) with her. 

We did all we could to hush ) out my original hypothesis. 

My friend begged me to level ) along with the story I tell Mary. 
Libby accused Charles of spying ) upthe scandal in the company. 


oo NOn AUNE 
2.00 aAa 


52.3 Correct the ten mistakes with particles in this paragraph. 


As journalists, it is our job to try to dig off stories that dishonest people 
are trying to cover over. Sometimes we are accused of spying at innocent 
people, but surely it is our duty not to allow people to paper up their 
scandals. Often it is not at all difficult to learn secrets. People are often 
eager to confide with someone who is willing to lend a sympathetic ear. 
Or they let off a secret without realising it. Little things like a blush or 

a quick glance at someone else can be a real give-out to an experienced 
reporter. Of course, sometimes people try to make over that they have g 


nothing to hide, and then it can be a good idea to play on with them 
up to a certain point. Then you suddenly take them by surprise with an 
unexpected question and in this way you can often catch them across. -— 


52.4 Which word could fit into all the sentences in each set? Look in your dictionary for any 
new meanings. 


y Cambridge 


1 The lawyer tried to ................. the accused out in a lie. 
Be aware of exam questions designed to ................. you out. 
dictionary cambridge org Every year unexpected snowstorms................. people out. 


ep Dictionary 


2 Isabella likes to ................. out that she has a very important job. 
Can you... out that small yacht on the horizon? 
Who should I................. this cheque out to? 


3 Please take care not to ................. my secret out. 
This skirt is too tight - I’ll have to ................. it out. 
Don't forget to... the cat out before you go to bed. 


4 The way his hands were shaking ................. away his nervousness. 
The company ................. away six new cars as part of their advertising campaign. 
It was meant as a surprise but Kate ................. the game away. 
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53 Rules and laws 
EE Obeying rules and laws 


110 


Police officer Well, Mr Smith. | am pleased to say we 
have caught up with! you at last. 


Mr Smith But, lm innocent, sir. Breaking the law 
would be going against my principles. 


Police officer Well, several of your fellow criminals 
have informed on? you. 


Mr Smith Just wait till | see them! 

Police officer They say you make a habit of persuading old ladies to sign over? their property to you. 
Mr Smith But they did it of their own free will. 

Police officer The court is going to have to impose a substantial sentence onf you this time. 

Mr Smith But what if | promise to abide by? the law in the future? 


Police officer Well, you will certainly need to do that, and who knows, if you adhere to? the 
rules in prison, you might be let out early, but I’m certain the judge will give you a 
prison sentence - you won't be let off again. 


! managed to catch ^ give someone a punishment 
? given information to the police about 5 (formal) obey 
someone who has done something wrong $ (formal) obey 


3 give someone else legal rights to something 


Describing rules and laws 


Progress on tax evasion 


The government has long been anxious to introduce a new law relating to tax 
evasion. The intention is to toughen up’ the existing legislation, bringing all 
crimes related to the non-payment of taxes under the authority of the Financial 
Crimes Agency, giving the FCA considerable new powers and providing for? 
the imprisonment of serious offenders. The initial proposals for the law were 
thrown out? at the committee stage. However, some modifications were made 
and the new proposals went through the committee stage last week. The next 
step is for them to be voted on in Parliament. It is expected that they will get 
through without difficulty, as there is general cross-party agreement that the 
current laws have too many loopholes and should be tightened up*. Once 
passed, the new regulations will be rolled out® gradually over the coming year. 


4 made stricter 


introduced 


make more limiting and difficult to avoid 
(formal) allowing to happen 
rejected 


5 


Write sentences using phrasal verbs on small cards, missing out the preposition or particle. Write the 
missing word on the back of the card. Test yourself regularly using the cards. 
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Exercises 


53.1  Areyou a goodcitizen? Complete this questionnaire and then answer the questions. 


53.2 


53.3 


53.4 


iB) Cambridge 
«es Dictionary 


dictionary.cambridge.org 


HOW LAW-ABIDING 1 Have the police or a court ever ....................... (1) a fine on you? 


9 Yes:0 No: 2 
ARE YOU . 2 DO you.. (2) to speed limits? 
Rarely or never: 0 Mostly: 1 Always: 2 
3. Would it GO siseses (3) your principles to take items from 


your place of work for your own private use? 
No: 0 Yes: 2 Depends on value: 1 
4 Do you abide ....................... (4) parking laws? 
Rarely or never: 0 Mostly: 1 Always: 2 
5 |f you knew that a friend or family member had committed a crime, 
would you ....................... (5) on them? 
No:0 Depends on how serious: 1 Yes: 2 
6 If you park illegally in a foreign country because you genuinely 
don't understand the rules, do you think you should be 
bres AE (6) off or punished? 
Not punished: 0 Punished: 1 


Correct the mistakes with the phrasal verbs in these sentences. 


1 The new act went across Parliament last week and will become law on 1 January. 

2 The anti-litter laws should be tightened in; as itis now, nobody is ever prosecuted. 

3 He went on a two-year crime spree before the police finally caught up to him. 

4 She avoided tax by signing out her property to her two sons. 

5 The new law provides with jail sentences of up to ten years for repeat offenders. 

6 Building regulations come by local government rather than national or European law. 

7 The bill was passed by the Lower Chamber but was thrown away by the Senate and never 
became law. 

The bill will be voted to in Parliament next week, and the government hopes it will get across 
without too much opposition. [two mistakes] 

If trials prove successful, the government intends to roll in the scheme across the whole country 
next year. 

10 He was sentenced to three years in prison, but he'll probably be let off in 18 months. 


co 


co 


Rewrite the underlined parts of these sentences using a phrasal verb from the opposite page. 
Make any other necessary changes. 


1 The former CEO of Wilson & Wallace has been released from prison after serving a ten-year 
sentence. 

If you don't follow the health and safety regulations, you will be punished. 

The government plans to make the existing laws more strict. 

The law reforming the Health Service was passed by Parliament with a large majority. 
Evan's criminal activity was discovered when his neighbours told the police about him. 


O1 4 C0) MN 


Here are some more phrasal verbs connected with rules and laws. Work out from the context 
what they mean (or look them up in a dictionary) and rewrite the sentences, replacing the 
underlined phrasal expressions with a word or phrase that means the same. 


1 He was tried last week, found guilty and sent down for five years. 

2 This government has brought in more new laws than any other in the last 50 years. 

3 The new law will come into force in March. 

4 The military authorities put out an order banning demonstrations in the area around the 
parliament buildings. 
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Technology 


Computers 
Several verbs related to computers are based on the verb go, meaning access or use something. 


You can go on a computer, the Internet, a website. 
You can go to a menu, an item on a menu, a particular web page or part of a page, or a link. 


Note how phrasal verbs are used in these extracts from an online computer helpline. 


Query 
How do | stop pop-up adverts! from coming up every time | go on the Internet? 


Answer 
Go to the tools menu on your browser and click ‘disable pop-ups’. 


Query 

When | try to print off more than one copy of a document, a warning light comes on on the printer 
or the printer just goes off altogether and | have to switch it on again. 

Answer 

Try re-installing the printer driver. You can call up the information you need for your printer by 
opening the control panel, going to 'printers' and then clicking 'help'. 

Query 

| want to set up a drop-down menu? on my website. How do | do it? 

Answer 

Go to our tutorial page, type in your query and follow the instructions. 


Query 
How can | get my photos to fade in and fade out? when | show them on my computer? 


Answer 
Just right-click on the folder and choose 'Slide show'. They'll fade in and out automatically. 


Query 
There was a power cut the other day while | was working on my computer and a whole 
load of data got wiped off^ the hard drive. How can | avoid this in future? 


Answer 
You can buy a piece of equipment which will automatically provide back-up power. 


Ge be 9o (o be (o te (o te ĝo 


! unwanted advertisements which suddenly appear on the screen when you are online 


a list of choices which appears on a computer screen 
3 become gradually louder or brighter (fade in) or quieter or darker (fade out) 
^ removed 


2 


iB Other technical equipment 


When the battery is low, simply plug the Developments in technology mean that 
unit into the mains supply to recharge. scanners no longer need to warm up?. 


112 


? start working so that it becomes 


Tune into any radio station anywhere in the warm enough to work well 

world with our free app. You can pick up 

hundreds of thousands of stations 24 hours Looking for a printer that never seizes 
a day. up?? The new Jentra 850 has a unique 


paper feed. 


Spending hours wiring everything up! is 
a distant memory. All you have to do is 3 stop moving or working in the normal way 
switch on and connect! 


! connecting something to a piece of electrical 


equipment by using electrical wires 
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54.1 


54.2 


54.3 


54.4 


Exercises 


Complete these sentences with phrasal verbs from A opposite. 


1 Atthe end of a scene in a radio play, the actors’ voices often oo... eee sss ] 

2 When you bought your new laptop, did you find it easy to ce sss ? 

3 Could you seseina tette three copies of the document, please? 

4 The network crashed and the information I’d just added got... sss the 
system. 

5 When using this program, you can instantly... sss the figures you need. 

6 If you click on the icon, a ....................... menu appears on your screen. 

7 Allyou have to do to get an instant answers... sss your question. 


Choose the correct word to complete these sentences. 


1 With my new radio | can... far more stations than | used to be able to get. 
a) tune in b) pick up C) setup 

2 Ifa machine stops moving or working normally, you can say that it has ....................... ; 
a) cut off b) wiped off c) seized up 

3 OK, If you want to create a template, go ........... the Tools menu. 
a) on b) in c) to 

4 l'm going to have to get my printer repaired - it keeps going ............ for no apparent reason. 
a) on b) off c) out 

5 Please could you help me ...................... my new computer? 
a) set up b) tune in c) pick up 

6 Whenever Mohammed is abroad, he ....................... the BBC World Service to listen to the news. 
a) seizes up b) tunes into c) calls up 


Are these sentences true or false about the computer that you usually work on? 


Pop-ups come up every time you go on the Internet. 

You create bullet points by going to the Format menu and clicking on ‘Bullets’ and ‘Numbering’. 
Your printer plugs into the back of your monitor. 

You can pick up radio stations from all over the world. 

It takes less than a minute for your machine to warm up. 

It makes an automatic back-up of files on a regular basis. 


aAnBWN Ee 


Complete each sentence in an appropriate way using one of the phrasal verbs from the 
opposite page and any other words that you need. 


1 The advantage of a wireless connection is that you don't... 


CAES DC EE) AIT ————————— a website with these step-by-step 
instructions. 
4 Whenever switch on my computer, it takes time... eee 


Over to 


Find an article online about a computer, camera, mobile phone, MP3 player or other piece of technology 
that you are interested in. Does it contain any examples of phrasal verbs? If so, note them down in 
their context. 
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55 Food and drink 
Eating 


at? Cafi 


Six easy ways to eat a healthy diet 


1. It's better to have three proper meals a day rather than just pick at! things 
all day. 

2. Don't gobble your food down? - take your time, enjoy it. If you wolf it 
down?, you won't even taste what you're eating and you'll eat more. 

3. Don't just eat inf every day; spoil yourself at least once a week by having 
a meal in a good wholefood restaurant. Or if you feel like staying at home, 
send out for? something nutritious. 

4. Have friends round and serve up a special vegetarian dish. For an easy 
meal, just buy lots of vegetarian pizzas, slice them up and let everyone help 
themselves to? what they want. 

5. Make sure you're aware of what foods agree with you and what don't. Avoid 
anything that disagrees with’ you — even if it tastes good. You'll regret it later. 

6. Cut out? fry-ups? and eat more salads — you're bound to feel healthier. 

Eat lots of fruit and raw vegetables — they will fill you up!? without making you 
put on weight. 


1 eat small amounts € put on a plate for oneself 

? (informal) eat very fast 7 makes you feel slightly ill or uncomfortable 
3 (informal) eat very fast 8 stop eating 

^ eat at home ? (UK, informal) quick meal made of 

5 phone a restaurant and ask for food to be fried food 


delivered to you make you feel that you've eaten enough 


ENENN) ons 


phrasal verb definition of phrasal verb example 


wash down sth or help you swallow it Have a drink of milk to wash down the tablet. 


wash sth down 


drink to sb/sth hold up your glass before drinking 
from it in order to wish someone 
success or happiness 


Let's raise a glass and drink to the happy 
couple! 


dip sth in (sth) quickly put it in and take it She loves dipping carrot sticks in soft blue 
out again cheese. 
soak up absorb Cook the lentils until they soak up half the liquid. 


You should water down fruit juice for your child 
until he or she is five years old. 


water down sth or | make it less strong by adding 
water sth down water or other liquid 


Alfie, hold your juice properly. It's spilling over 
the edge of your glass. 


spill over flow over the edge 


A number of the words in B can also be used metaphorically. Anger can spill over, you can soak up an 


atmosphere and plans or suggestions can be watered down. Learning the literal and metaphorical 
uses together may help you to remember these expressions. 
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Exercises 


55.1 Complete these dialogues using phrasal verbs from the opposite page so that the second 
speaker agrees with and repeats more or less what the first speaker says. 


1 Mariam The kids eat so fast! I’m sure it can’t be good for them. 


Ronnie Yes, they do tend to................. A teino o c m . (Give two 
possible answers.) 
2 Clara Polly just eats tiny amounts - no wonder she’s so thin. 
Ed NessshejUst cmm E CURAE her food like a bird. 


3 - Julian Those prawns made me feel a bit sick. 


Rebecca e Yes they eee eee na me too. | don't feel too good either. 


4 Arthur Ithink we should stop eating burgers; they're not good for us. 


Pippa You're right. We should ....................... LINE Ieee A and eat more salads. 


5 Michael These trousers don’t fit me any more. They must have shrunk. 


Louise NON limiatialchy OUN Cle te m a bit of weight. 
6 < Tim Shall we eat at home tonight? We could order something from a takeaway. 
Harriet Yes lets re a a a S IWE CI TM fora 


pizza or something. 


55.2 Read the remarks by different people and then answer the questions below. 
Rory | enjoyed it, but | couldn't eat one bit more. 
Lizzie We toasted Matthew and wished him well in his new job. 
Grace The smoked salmon made me feel unwell. I shouldn’t have eaten it. 
Oliver She gave me some raw fish. It was the first time l’d ever tasted it. 


Khadijah Itook a big slice of cake. 


Who ate something that didn't agree with them? 
Who helped themselves to something? 

Who ate something that filled them up? 

Who was served up something new? 

Who drank to someone? 


OU» 0 hN rnP| 


55.3 Complete the word puzzle. 


Across 1 
2 Doyou ever ................. your biscuits in tea? 

3 We... the meal down with lemonade. 
6 She’s put... a lot of weight. 6 
p the cake up and give everyone a piece. 


Down 

1 Stop pouring! The waters going to ................. 
over the top of the jug! 

3 This juice is too strong. l'll ................. it down. 

4 Have some bread to ................. up the rest of the sauce. 

5 Particle that goes with water and wash. 


55.4 Name a food or drink that... 


1 often disagrees with people. 3 you often serve up. 5 you should cut down on. 
2 can be sliced up. 4 fills you up. 6 people often send out for. 
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Come 


Typical meanings of come in phrasal verbs 

You may have already met some phrasal verbs with come in this book or elsewhere. For 
example, come in [start speaking during a discussion (Unit 11) or, for the sea, come nearer to 
the beach or coast (Unit 47)], come at somebody [move towards someone in order to attack 
them (Unit 22)], come at something [think about something in a particular way (Unit 24)], 
come down [pass from one generation to another so that it continues (Unit 10) or, for a price 
or level, become lower (Unit 10)]. 


Come typically expresses movement and the particle shows the direction of the movement. 
Come in above suggests a person 'entering' a discussion. Come at someone suggests directing 
oneself at/towards someone and come at something suggests directing one's thoughts to a 
particular subject. Come down suggests moving through time (from the more distant past 
towards the present). 


More phrasal verbs with come 
Look at these extracts from two interviews for Policy and Finance magazine. 


Interviewer You are often seen as a survivor. How did you survive your difficult second term in 
government? Was it just luck? 


Politician Luck? No, luck doesn't come into it?. You have to work in politics. As you know, 
the party came in for?a lot of criticism on its tax policy and was also coming 
under? attack from pensioners’ groups. We were coming across‘ as insensitive to 
ordinary people's needs and problems, so we needed new ideas. | came up 
against? critics in my own party, and it was a difficult period, but we came 
through? it because we were strong and determined to succeed. 


1 (usually negative) have an influence 5 faced 


received (collocates with criticism or praise) € managed to get to the end of a difficult 
3 getting a lot of situation 
^ being seen by others 


2 


Interviewer You once came out with! a famous remark that surprised everyone: ‘Capitalism 
is dead.’ Do you still believe that? 


Economist — | was misquoted. What I said was that in a period when new technology was 
coming in and replacing traditional employment patterns in the workplace, we 
needed to rethink our basic economics. Other economies which have combined 
capitalism with a caring social framework have come off? better in the long term. 
If our standards of employment and social care are to come up to?those of our 
neighbours, then we need something other than a traditional form of capitalism. 
And this is where a more cooperative approach comes in^. Our workers’ general 
life skills have come on? a long way since the days of mass manual labour, and we 
have to involve them and their skills in a more democratic way. A new era has to 
come into? being or we will simply be left behind. 


! suddenly said ^ is involved 
? ended up in a good position (come off better) or bad position 5 improved 
(come off worse) because of an argument or some kind of struggle 9 begin 


3 reach 


Look at the units which deal with the meanings conveyed by the particles (Units 9-15). These may 
help you learn the meanings of the phrasal verbs in Units 56-60. 
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56.1 


56.2 


56.3 


56.4 


(<a) Cambridge 


ees Dictionary 


dictionary.cambridge.org 


Exercises 


Complete these sentences with phrasal verbs from A opposite. 


1 
2 
3 
4 
5 


6 


Originally stories ................ sss from one generation to the next through the spoken word 
rather than in writing. 

Thétide....: nds cette and goes out twice a day. 

Prices tend to... sss when the economy is experiencing a recession. 

Surrealist artists ................. sss their work very differently from artists of previous 


generations. 


In a formal meeting you should wait until you catch the eye of the chairperson before ................. 
s to join a discussion. 
The Russian revolutionary Trotsky died when someone .............. sss him with an ice axe. 


Complete these sentences with the correct particles. 


1 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 


T 
8 


Any original idea is bound to come... sss a certain amount of opposition at first. 

| prefer not to argue with Caitlin because she usually comes ................. best. 

The new licensing laws will come ................. force on 1 January. 

The Chancellor is bound to come ................. attack for putting forward such a controversial 
proposal. 

Small children say the funniest things - you never know what they are going to come ................ 
ER next 

Sometimes your brother comes................. as being a bit unfriendly. 

| gave up football because | wanted a change. Age doesn't come ................. it. 

Now l'd like to discuss the next stage of the project and this is where your plans come ................. : 


Rewrite the underlined parts of these sentences using a phrasal verb from the opposite 
page. Make any other necessary changes. 


Alvaro’s English has improved a lot since he met Flora. 

Most people think Hugo is confident and extrovert. 

The Prime Minister has received a considerable amount of criticism lately. 

Ellen makes some very strange comments sometimes. 

This history homework does not meet the standards we expect from our students. 
We've had a difficult year but we've survived and are looking forward to the future now. 
At this point | should like to invite Anastasia Snow to enter the discussion. 

| was afraid the dog was going to attack me. 


Which phrasal verb with come fits each set of collocations? Use a dictionary to help you 
if necessary. 


standard 3 scrutiny 
TOMOE 3s ete tete the iade expectations |o — M—— attack 
scratch pressure 
competition 4 effect 
o —— E E a problem i ————— being 
prejudice force 
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Phrasal verbs with get 


There are many phrasal verbs with get, some of which you may have already met in this book 
or elsewhere. For example, get your act together [become more organised (Unit 8)], get 
around [travel, of news or rumours (Unit 9)], get by [have just enough money to pay for the 
things you need but no more (Unit 6)], get someone down [make someone depressed 


(Unit 10)] and get off [finish work (Unit 31)]. 


Phrasal verb collocations with get 


collocation 

The children are very quiet. | hope they're not getting up to mischief. 

Now we're all here, let's get down to business. 

| wish my parents would get off my back! I’m studying as hard as | need to. 
The football coach decided it was time for his team to get back to basics. 


The business was a little slow to get off the ground, but it's doing very 
well now. 


meaning 

doing something naughty 
start our work 

stop nagging me 

start again at the beginning 


get started 


| just can't get the situation with Tom out of my mind. 


stop thinking about 


Doctors try to get the message across that too much salt is bad for you. 


make people understand 


You are far too soft on Holly. You let her get away with murder. 


behave badly and not be 
criticised or punished 


What happened between Kian and Daisy? We must try to get to the bottom 
of it. 


understand properly, not 
superficially 


They've seen how popular the product is and now other companies want to 
get in on the act. 


become involved 


Getting down to a good gossip 


Alice Hi, Beth! Haven't seen you for ages. What have you been getting up to! recently? Anything 


interesting? 


Beth Well, l've been getting around? quite a lot actually, mainly for work. I’ve been to Italy a couple 
of times and Ireland, visiting our offices. But I’ve also been getting into? golf recently and I 


managed to get in^ a few rounds between meetings. 


Alice That's great. It's good if you can get something out of? the trips for yourself as well as for work. 


Beth That'sright. In fact, I’m finding it quite hard to get back into? the ordinary office routine now. 


Alice Well, let's get together one evening soon and catch up properly on all the news. 


^ find time for 


5 get benefit from 
6 


1 doing 
? travelling to different places 
3 becoming keen on 


return to (after some time) 


Many phrasal verbs have a whole range of different meanings. If you come across a phrasal verb and it 


doesn't make sense with any meaning that you know, look it up online at http://dictionary.cambridge.org 
to see if it has a different meaning in that context. 
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Exercises 


57.1 Put the words in the correct order to make sentences. 


she got / together / her act / It's time / a job / found / and 

not looking / always / to mischief / The children / when / get up / I’m 

the bottom / of that / I must / strange letter / get to / | received 

down / We / business / to / got / immediately 

is too / Modern / complicated / life / to basics / should / get / We / back (two sentences) 


U 0 N rnP| 


57.2 Complete these dialogues using phrasal verbs from the opposite page so that the second 
speaker agrees with and repeats more or less what the first speaker says. 


l Anna Sienna always wants to be part of anything that involves publicity. 


Ella Oh yes, if publicity's involved she always wants to 


2 — Alex We'll just have to survive on less money now that I’ve lost my job. 
AmeenaBYessdonibwonnyllimtisuneweilleeee csocsoosecseotocbossocsbdooecb6cbec800 : 

3 - Zara Everyone soon found out about Harry's divorce. l'm amazed. 
Victonia&glhivesstlelstonyisoonm eee eee ee ; 


4 ~ Lily It's often difficult to make people understand how important it is to protect the 
environment. 


Callummvesuitissnanditopseme m TREO . 


5 Adam  Sarahalways seems to behave badly and never get criticised by anyone. 


Antonia Yes, shelseems:toibe able tons TUTTI y 


6 Emma  ljustcan'tstop thinking about Lucía. 


Sergio iknow it sthesametonme Sta eren ntti tenn E : 


57.3 Complete these sentences using the correct particles. 


1 Studying so hard really got me ...................... soltook a break to cheer myself up. 

2 Look, just get... my back, will you! I’m sick of you finding fault with me. 

3 The project took a long time to get ...................... the ground, but we're moving now. 

4 |hopel get something... sss that summer course I’ve registered for; 
it's quite a lot of money to pay. 

5 I'd like to get... a game of tennis later today. Are you free around five? 

6 Hi there. What have you been getting... sss since I last saw you? 

7 Ryan has got... photography recently; he spends all his time editing pictures on 
his computer. 

8 Let's get... for lunch one day. I’ve got loads to tell you. 

57.4 Rewrite these questions, replacing the phrasal verbs with a word or phrase that means 

the same. 

1 When do you normally get off work? 

2 Do you get around a lot? 

3 Is there any time of the year when you find it hard to get back into the routine of your daily life? 

4 What have you been getting up to recently? 

5 What sorts of things get you down? 

6 Where do you usually get together with your friends? 


57.5 Now answer the questions in 57.4. 
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A Typical meanings of go in phrasal verbs 


120 


Look at these meanings of go down which you may have already met. Note that what they have 
in common is change from a bigger or more positive state to a smaller or more negative state. 


phrasal verb meaning 


if a computer system goes down, it stops working 10 

go down become worse in quality 58 
if part of your body that is bigger than usual because of an illness or injury goes 43 
down, it starts to return to its usual size 


As these examples show, go typically carries meanings connected with movement, change or 
things happening. Here are some more examples: 


We should go back over these figures. | think there's a mistake somewhere. [examine again] 
The house went for €900,000, which was more than we expected. [was sold for] 
The festival will go ahead despite the bad weather. [happen] 


l've been going over in my mind what happened the other day. | think we have a big 
problem. [thinking about something that happened or that was said] 
Lucas has decided to go into politics. I’m not sure | would vote for him! [become involved in] 


Who would want to go after/for such a boring job? [try to get] 


Other phrasal verbs with go 
Look at the verbs with go in these short news clips. 


The young parents went through agony 


1 
The Sy ene Ar as plannedand before their missing child was found. 


£5,000 was raised for charity. 


Mr Drake said he had decided to go Going by? the government's own 
over to? the Green Party as he was statistics, they have failed to stop 
disillusioned with his own party's the rise in drug addiction 


policies on the environment. 


Three candidates will go forward to the 


in th ion f A 
Youve wiv go around vandalisme next round in the election for party leader. 


property should be forced to repair 
the things they have damaged. The newspapers are really going for? Ben 
Rone. They seem determined to go after" 


him and destroy his career. 


happened in a particular way 

leave one group or organisation and join another competing group or organisation 
spend time (used about doing something that is unpleasant for other people) 
experienced (used about an unpleasant or difficult situation or event) 

using as a reference 

attacking 

to chase or follow someone in order to catch them 


NO Oc B WN n 
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Exercises 


58.1 Look at A. Complete the text below using particles from the box. 


after ahead down for into ^ over 
It's been a terrible week. As you know, I’m planning to go ................. (1) 
teaching. On Monday | went ................. (2) a trainee teacher position 
that was advertised at a school in town, but | didn't get it. I’m not sure 
why. lve been going ................. (3) the interview in my mind, but | don't 
think said anything too stupid. Then on Tuesday | fell off my bike and 
managed to twist my ankle. It was terribly swollen for a day or two, but 
it's beginning to go ................. (4) now. It's my birthday party tomorrow. 
| hope you can come. Plans are still going ................. (5) for that, of 
course, although I don't suppose l'll be able to dance very much. I’m 
probably going to sell my bike, though. | hope it'll go ................. (6) at 
least £300, which will help me out till | manage to find a job. 


58.2 Match the beginning of each question with its ending. 


Are you planning to go after 

Is the end-of-term concert going ahead 
Why did you decide to go over 

How much did their house go for 

Did your anniversary party go off 

Could you help me go back 

Has the swelling on your knee gone down 
Which teams are going forward 


when they finally managed to sell it? 
over our business accounts? 

yet? 

in the school hall as usual this year? 
to the semi-final? 

to a different political party? 

the boss's job when he leaves? 

as well as you'd hoped? 


0 - O0 0 & 0 Nd 
US -e80b Db 0g m 


58.3  Correctthe mistakes with particles in these sentences. 


Lara has been promised that her name will go over for a place on the board of directors next year. 
Going for the weather forecast, there'll be snow tomorrow. 

They went on a terrible time during their daughter's illness. 

You really mustn't go across telling such terrible lies. 

Cameron has always wanted to go on law. 

The journalists went into her wherever she went. 


aAnBRWN Hn 


58.4 Which particle fits in each of these sets of sentences? Use a dictionary if necessary. 


1 Elsa really went ................. me in the office today. 
They are selling their old car but don't expect it to go ................. much. 
Please be quiet, children - and that goes ................. you too, Seth. 
The standard of school-leavers' English is going ................. ; 
The office computer system has gone ................. again. 
The bump on the boy's head looked alarming, but it quickly went ................ : 
3 Let's go... our plan of action for tomorrow again. 
| keep going ................. what I said to him, wishing | could take my words back. 
He started his political life as a Republican but later on went................. to the Democrats. 
4 Iwas nervous about playing in the concert, but everything went ................. very well. 
| didn't wake up when my alarm clock went ................. this morning. 
Don't drink this milk - I think it's gone ................. i 


dictionary.cambridge.org 2 


English Phrasal Verbs in Use Advanced 121 


122 


Phrasal verbs with keep 


In this book or elsewhere, you may have already met keep in with someone [be friendly with 


someone because they can help you (Unit 5)], keep up with something [be able to understand 


or deal with something that is developing very fast (Unit 24)] and keep it up [don't stop doing 
(Unit 30)]. This unit presents more of the many other phrasal verbs with keep. 


Describing problems 


After our son had to be kept in! hospital 
overnight after suspected appendicitis 
several months ago, the doctors explained 
that they thought his stomach pain was 
stress related. His school have always 
kept us informed about any concerns 
they have, and until recently, everything 
seemed to be going really well. But now 
I'm sure our son is keeping something to 
himself. He normally tells us about all his 
worries and doesn't keep anything back. 
We've asked him what the problem is, 

but he won't tell us anything. We've got 

a meeting with his teacher next week, so 
should I keep out of? it until then and not 
make a fuss? 


2 


1 made to stay somewhere 


? keep something secret 
3 not become involved 


Some advice 


I'm a medical student and up till now I’ve 
managed to keep ahead of the other students 

in my year. I really want to do well in my 
exams. However, now I have a problem with 
my flatmate. She always wants to spend hours 
discussing her problems with me and this is 
keeping me from my studies. On top of that, 
she keeps on’ inviting her friends to come and 
stay. We've only got two small bedrooms so they 
have to sleep on the sofa and they keep me up? 
chatting until the early hours of the morning. It's 
not so bad at the weekend, but they often come 
during the week when I’ve got nine o'clock 
lectures. I really need to speak to her about 
everything that is annoying me, but I don't want 
to add to her problems. What should I put first — 
work or friendship? 


continues doing something repeatedly 
made to stay up late 


W Keep off sugary drinks if you want to stay slim. 


W |f you are on a diet, or on a budget, a bowl of homemade soup is a good 
and inexpensive way to keep your strength up’. 


E Keep your music down late at night or you'll annoy your neighbours. 


E When answering an exam question, you will get better marks if you keep to? 


the point. 


E When you buy a house, remember to budget for its upkeep? as this can be 


very costly. 


! not allow something that is at a 


high level to fall to a lower level 
? don't start writing about other topics 
3 keeping a building in good condition 


English Phrasal Verbs in Use Advanced 


59.1 


59.2 


59.3 


59.4 


Exercises 


Complete these emails using the correct particles. 


eoo 

Hi Georgia, 

Keep this ................. (1) yourself, but | heard something very interesting the other day. You know 
how Lydia is always trying to keep ................. (2) with the boss and you know how she just tells 
everyone EVERYTHING (she can never keep anything ................. (8), can she?)? Well, she told 
me she's actually getting married to him! Can you believe it? 

Megan 

eoo 


Hi there Andrew, 


Thanks for the invitation to the week in France, but | think you're trying to keep me ................. (4) 
my studies! Seriously, | really shouldn't take any more time off. My new year's resolution is to 
keep ................. (5) with my studies, so I’m trying to do five hours a day, five days a week. 

If | had a week off, | think I’d find it hard to keep ................. (6) the momentum. 

Madeleine 

eoo 

Dear Max, 

Katie's had a row with Archie and she wants me to help sort it out. | think | should keep ................. 
—À (7) it. What do you think? | find it hard to keep ................. 00000111111111.. (8) all the ups and 
downs of their love life. | think they should solve their own problems, don't you? 

Naomi 


Look at these brief notes giving people advice or warnings. Rewrite the underlined parts of the 
sentences using a phrasal verb from the opposite page. Make any other necessary changes. 


1 Please play your music, TVs and radios at a minimum volume during the exam period. 

2 Every household will be asked to contribute £10 a month towards the maintenance of the village 
recreation ground. 

3 Allteam members are strongly advised to refrain from eating fatty foods during the training 
period. It is important to maintain your fitness to the highest level. 


Which particle could fit into all the sentences in each set? 
1 There is one rule which we ask all club members to keep ............ : 


| wish the lecturer would stop digressing and keep ............ the point. 
Before your exams, make a revision timetable and try to keep ............ it. 
2 |wish my parents wouldn't keep ............ at me about getting my hair cut. 
Keep ............ going until you reach the T-junction and then turn left. 
My grandma kept ............ working until she was in her 80s. 
3 Why don't you go to bed now? | really don't want to keep you ............ : 
At university Jack did a course on ornithology, but | don't think he’s kept ............ his interest in birds. 
Things change so quickly in Faye's life - it's hard to keep ............ with what's going on. 


Answer the following questions. 


1 What sort of thing has kept you up late at night? 
2 Have you ever been kept in hospital overnight? If so, why? 
3 What are you going to do to keep up your knowledge of phrasal verbs? 
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Typical meanings of take in phrasal verbs 

Take often carries a meaning of ‘remove’, as in: 
We hope you will take many happy memories away from your stay here. 
Phil's boss has agreed to take him off the night shift. 
Helena took her parents out for a meal. (Unit 42) 


Take also sometimes carries a meaning of doing something quickly or something happening 
quickly or abruptly, for example Take it away! (Unit 30), take aback [surprise], take off (of a 
plane) and take out [kill or destroy in a military battle]. 


Organising a charity concert 


| must say | was taken aback! when | saw the cost involved, but | wanted 
it to be a memorable experience for people. A huge amount of time was 
taken up? with phone calls persuading sponsors to be involved. The 
uptake? was slow at first, but bit by bit we managed to persuade local 
companies and individuals to support us. The work didn't end when the 
concert was over. We spent a whole day taking down‘ the stage set and 
lighting and so on, but none of that took away from? the pleasure we 
got from organising it. And I think the audience took away? something 
that will stay with them for a long time. Overall it was worth it - a great 
experience for all involved. 


very surprised 

used 

number of people who committed themselves 

removing by separating into pieces and taking the pieces away 
made it seem less good or successful 

remembered [used about e.g. a memory, an impression, a message] 


o non A Ww MN n 


Other phrasal verbs with take 


phrasal verb/noun definition of phrasal verb/ example 
noun 


take sb away take to a different place 


He took his mum away for a week to the coast. 


remove from a job He was put in charge of security, but he was taken 
off the job after a week as he was not strict enough. 
take sb off sth 
stop giving someone a The doctor took her off the pills as they were 
particular type of medicine making her sick. 
take up sth or discuss something or deal The tutor promised to take the problem up with the 
take sth up with something Head of Department. 
take along sb/sth or | take with you l'd advise you to take along an umbrella. 
take sb/sth along 
intake number of people that are This year's intake have higher exam grades than 
accepted at a particular time last year's. 


by an organisation, especially 
a college or university 


take-off imitation She does a brilliant take-off of Adele. 
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60.2 


60.3 


60.4 


Exercises 


Which of the phrasal verbs on the opposite page can have the following meanings? 


l surprise someone eee 

2 detract from something... eeetentdettetetletens 

3 leave an airport (of a plane)... 
4 destroy a military target... 


Complete these sentences with the correct particles. 


1 My Spanish cousin is coming to stay next week, so | plan to take her ................. when I visit my 
daughter at university. 

2 Personally, I took ................. a very good impression of France when | went there. 

3 Joel was quite taken ................. to learn that his application had been unsuccessful. 

4 Much of Jason's time is taken ................. with dealing with customer complaints. 

5 Grandma asked the doctor to take her ................. those tablets as she thought they were making 
her feel sick. 


Rewrite the sentences using a phrasal verb or noun based on take. Remember to make 
all the changes to the sentences that are necessary. 


1 Martin does the best imitation of the Prime Minister that | have ever seen. 

2 Aridiculous amount of my time is occupied by dealing with emails. 

3 Even the rain could not detract from the beauty of the scene. 

4 Iwas very surprised when I was told that | was no longer allowed to park in front of my own 

house. 

Would you like me to raise your concerns with the manager? 

We are expecting a particularly large group of students to arrive next week. 

7 We decided it would be nicer to invite our aunt for a weekend in a hotel with us rather than having 
her stay with us. 

8 The number of people wanting a place at the weekend seminar has been rather disappointing. 


Oo) Ui 


Rewrite these sentences so that the underlined words have the opposite meaning. Make 
any other changes that are necessary. 


1 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 


Let's put up the decorations tomorrow. 

The doctor has agreed to put my elderly uncle on some pills for his arthritis. 

Her parents brought her back to their holiday home. 

My favourite part of a flight is when the plane lands. 

Robert's being there added to our enjoyment of the evening. 

After Stan had been working in the kitchens for a week, he was put on washing-up duties. 


Over to 


If you have now finished all the units in this book, congratulations! Remember to regularly revise the 
new phrasal verbs you have studied and try to use them in your own speaking and writing of English. 
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1.1 


1.2 
1.3 


1.4 


2.1 


2.2 


Key 


Unit 1 


1 


|! oouBONBG H 


| decided to take up gardening, so | took out a subscription to a gardening magazine and read up 
on the subject. | found out so many interesting things, such as the best time to plant flowers out 
for the summer and how to grow vegetables. I’ve really got into it now and spend hours in the 
garden every weekend. 

The other day we went off on a hike in the mountains. We put our wet-weather gear on as the 
weather forecast wasn't good. We set off early to avoid the rush hour and soon reached the 
starting point for our walk. The whole walk took about four hours and when we got back we were 
exhausted. 

| have to catch up on my coursework this weekend as I’ve fallen behind a bit. | worked on it 

till midnight last night, but I still have loads to do. | have to hand one essay in on Tuesday and 
another one on Friday. I’m not sure whether l'll make it, but I'll try. 


out of 2 down 3 out 4 in 


intake 
breakout 
off-putting 
outspoken 
broken-down 


d 2e 3a 4 b 5c 


Unit 2 


1 
2 


no object needed 

object needed: If you’re ready to leave now, | can drop you off at your office. Remember, without 
an object, drop off means ‘fall asleep’. 

no object needed 

object needed: My son is so good at English that | think the teacher should move him up to the 
advanced class. 

object needed: | associate this music / that perfume / Juliet with that evening we spent together 
in Rome. 

no object needed 


| can pick you up from work and then drop you off at the airport. Or I can pick you up from the 
airport and then drop you off at work. 

The teacher said that she would not put up with such rudeness from her class. 

The floods have cut off several villages in the mountains. Or (but less likely as it is quite a long 
object) The floods have cut several villages in the mountains off. 

If your spelling doesn’t improve, the examiners will mark you down. 

Margot always seems to cope cheerfully with all her problems. Or Margot always seems to cope 
with all her problems cheerfully. 
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2.3 


2.4 


3.1 


3.2 


mm 


2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
T 
8 


co 


10 


l'll have to ask my daughter to sort my Internet connection out. Or ... to sort out my Internet 
connection. 

| was so tired after work that | dropped off in the train on the way home. 

| was marked down because my essay was over the word limit. 

Jason has no right to look down on me - he's no better than | am. 

Lara doesn't get on (well) with one of her flatmates. 

You have to face up to the fact that you will probably never see each other again. 
Maria has got a new job looking after an old lady. 

If you deprive the children of sleep, they won't be able to concentrate at school. 
In Lapland we had to contend with some difficult driving conditions. 

The road to our house branches off (the main road) just after the service station. 


Possible answers: 


1 lm looking forward to visiting my aunt in New York for a couple of weeks. 

2 lve got to catch up on some maths | missed when | was off school on Monday. 

3 My mother picks me up. 

4 My favourite album is Sergeant Pepper’s Lonely Hearts Club Band, and | like it because | associate 
it with being a student. 

5 |feel stressed when I have too many different things to contend with at the same time. 

6 lusually drop off as soon as my head touches the pillow. 

Over to you 

This is how the Cambridge Advanced Learners’ Dictionary deals with these verbs: 


associate sth with sth phrasal verb 
deprive of verb [T] [T = transitive] 
contend with sth phrasal verb 

face up to sth phrasal verb 


Collocations highlighted by examples in Cambridge Advanced Learners’ Dictionary: 
risks associated with smoking 

deprive someone of freedom/rights/sleep 

contend with problems / someone's death 


face up to the fact that 

Unit 3 

1 onset 5 warm-up 

2 overkill 6 letdown 

3 back-up 7 standby 

4 input 

1 The police opened the container and arrested two stowaways. 

2 There was a breakdown in negotiations with union members (after a couple of hours). 
3 There was a management buyout of the company in 2014. 

4 There was a walkout (by the workers) last night and the factory was forced to close. 
5 The military build-up is continuing on both sides of the border. 
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3.3 


3.4 


4.1 


4.2 
4.3 


C) NH Ci 


There has been a stand-off for several days now in the talks between the government and the 

rebels. Neither side will make any concessions. 

Last year there were 15,000 new Internet business start-ups, most of which only survived for a 

few months. 

After years without releasing an album, Madeleine Flame has staged a comeback with her new 
collection of love songs. 

Holly: Have you decided where you're going this summer? 

Flora: Not really. It's a toss-up whether it'll be Italy or Greece. 

| met Nasser and we just had a knockabout on the college football pitch for half an hour. 


Output 4 outbreak 
lookout 5 Lift-off 
downpour 6 abreak-in 


Unit 4 


e 0-190014 C0 N rH 


There was a worn-out carpet on the stairs. 

The newsletter has a list of forthcoming activities at the tennis club. 

What's happened? You're looking very downcast! 

Unlike her sister, Emily is very outgoing. 

| find the cover of this novel very off-putting, don't you? 

It doesn't matter what time of day it is, Polina always looks tired out. Or ... worn out. 
We are not in the habit of going to such overpriced restaurants. 

When you meet my boss | think you'll find her surprisingly outspoken. Or ... outgoing. 


a fold-up chair 2 a broken-down car 3 a built-in oven 4 a foldaway bed 


Possible answers: 


1 


An advantage of having a live-in nanny might be that the children look on her as one of the family; 
a disadvantage might be that the parents do not get much privacy. 

A foldaway bed would be particularly useful in a small room, especially one that is also used for 
entertaining visitors. 

A job requiring tact might not be suitable for a very outspoken person - a diplomat, for example, 
or a beautician. 

You might want to give a watered-down version of something that happened to you to your 
parents if you think they might not like the whole truth. 

A job in show business requires you to be outgoing - an actor, singer or TV presenter, for example. 
A difficult social problem would tend to be ongoing - for example, the problem of poverty or 

of discrimination. 

If you are having a meal in a restaurant, you might find it off-putting if someone at the next table 
talks very loudly. 

You might think that meals, clothes or cosmetics are often overpriced. 
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4.4 


4.5 


5.1 


5.2 


5.3 


broken-down not working 


candid outspoken 
continuing ongoing 
diluted watered-down 
downcast miserable 
dynamic go-ahead 
exhausted tired out 
extrovert outgoing 
forthcoming future 
obsolete outdated 
off-putting repellent 
shabby worn out 


Note that worn out can also mean exhausted. 


Possible answers: 
1 Ifthe union doesn't accept our terms, what should we have as the position that we will agree to 


2 
3 
4 
5 


if we cannot get our main aim? 

Clara always feels ignored / lonely when her brother's friends come round to play. 
Julian is usually chatty but his sister is not very talkative / communicative. 

You shouldn't get so upset / in such a state about every little thing. 

Zack met me at the airport with arms open wide ready to embrace me. 


Unit 5 
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AUNE 


Collocation means the way words combine with each other. 
a, cand e 
They are things that are written. 


Because it will help you to be able to use them appropriately in your own speaking and writing. 


You might want to note down: 

whether it collocates with positive or negative things or both 
whether it collocates with people or things as objects 
whether it collocates with people or things as subjects 
whether it collocates with particular types of situation 


appropriate 

appropriate 

not appropriate - hit on is used about good ideas; in this context it would be better to say 
‘You can always rely on Joseph to come up with an idea that will never work: 
appropriate 

not appropriate - though it would be appropriate to talk about the need to keep in with your 
bank manager 

after 5 off 

into; off 6 off/up 

through 7 in with 

with 
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Helena sailed through her driving test. 

l've really gone off coffee. 

The wind is easing off/up now. Or The wind has eased off/up now. 

If | have a problem, | find a walk by the sea often helps me to hit on a solution. 

Masses of people streamed into the shop as soon as it opened, hoping to find a bargain in 
the sale. 

6 His argument is riddled with holes. 


5.4 
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Unit 6 


6.1 Dear Mr Janes, 


Thank you for your letter of 28 May complaining about the bad service you experienced at this 
hotel. | promise you we will investigate the problem at once and respond to you as soon as 
possible. We always try to achieve/meet the highest standards of service, and if we have failed 
to meet/achieve those standards we will immediately seek to remedy the situation. Meanwhile 
we hope you will continue making Miromana Hotels your first choice for all your business and 
leisure travel. 


Yours sincerely, 


G. H. Logan (General Manager) 


6.2 1 Will you look after Aunt Jessie while | go and get the children's supper ready? 
2 He went into the subject in great detail in his lecture. 
3 When the president died his son took on the title of Great Leader. 
4 | like her. Do you think I should ask her out? 
5 During the war he went over to the enemy side and was killed in action. 
6 She bought up all the shares in the company last year. 
7 The local newspaper put out a story about a strange animal seen in the city park. 
8 | think Pll call in on my grandfather on the way home from work. 
9 The deal fell through at the last minute. 
10 I managed to get by on about €70 a day when I was travelling. 
6.3 computers and technology academic lectures/writing money and business 
back up, hack into, log in, print base on, gloss over, bail out, carry forward, sell up, 
off, scroll down put forward, sum up square up, take over, turn over 


6.4 1 Despite his family's poverty, Alfie never wants for anything. 
2 You must inform the police if you have evidence which bears on the case. 
3 Jack will have to call on all his ingenuity to resolve the situation. 
4 The president ascribes his party's victory to his leadership. 
5 The manager will attend to your enquiry without delay. 
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7.1 


7.2 


7.3 


7.4 


8.1 


8.2 


Unit 7 


Possible answers: 


1 


BRWN 


AUNE OUAR UNE NO 


later than expected 

They've risen. 

aggressively 

He wants to read the agenda and make sure it is correct. Perhaps also prepare what they are 
going to say. 

more 

go straight into the proposal without any planning 

not pay any attention to them, not consider their proposal 


It's not good for children to spend too much time glued to a screen. 

Choosing a university course boils down to deciding what you want to do with your life. 

| arrived at the stadium early and watched the other spectators flooding in. 

Laura dragged herself away from the window and returned to her desk. 

Sam was staring at Megan, drinking in every word she said. 

George brushed off / swept aside all objections to his plan, saying they were unimportant. 


stands by 5 eatinto 

soldier on brushed off or swept aside 
fished out struck out 

nosing around sandwiched between 


CON DD 


Possible answers: 


1 


If someone warms up an audience, they make it more receptive and friendly, more relaxed 
(perhaps by telling some jokes). Coldness in English equates with unfriendliness and warmth 
with friendliness. Warming up people and warming up food both have the idea of making 
something pleasanter. 

If someone falls into a job, they get it very easily and without making any effort. So both falling 
into a hole and falling into a job have the idea of something happening by chance. 

If you climb down in an argument, you admit that you were wrong. So both uses of climb down 
suggest moving back to the level of other people from a position in which you were separated 
from others. 


Unit 8 

1 the baby 

2 geton like a house on fire 

3 let off steam 

4 to spite their face 

5 takethe sting out of something 

6 run rings round somebody; go round in circles 
1 off; nose; spite; face 5 round;circles 
2 put;roots 6 throw; baby 
3 ranrings 7 get;house 

4 sting; of 8 letting off 
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8.3 


8.4 


9.1 


9.2 


9.3 


After a year of travelling, | decided to put my act together and get 
a job. A friend who worked for a bank put in seme geed-werds 
for me. In fact he pushedHn all the stops and arranged for me to 


have lunch with the CEO. | got encthe-wreng-feet by saying | wasn’t 


ready to plant down roots yet; | think they were looking for 


get 


a good word 


1 
2 
3 pulled out 
4 


off on the 
wrong foot 


5 put 


someone to make a long-term commitment. | should have kept quiet! 


1 herheels in 4 hisown 

2 for lost time 5 theheat 

3 tothe fact 6 your mind 

Unit 9 

1 banging 5 ask 

2 floating 6 fly 

3 run 7 lying 

4 switched 8 clowning 

1 askaround 

2 lying around/about 

3 gets around/about 

4 bosses; about/around 

5 clowns around/about 

1 lying/pottering/playing/clowning around/about; lying around/about; switched around 
2 play/clown/run around/about; bossing us around/about; run around/about 
3 work around 

4 


5 


skirt around (Note that skirt around can also be used to describe physical movement, 

e.g. We decided to skirt around the city centre to avoid the rush-hour traffic.) 

banging around/about; flying around/about. (Note that it would also be possible to say that 
all sorts of rumours have been going around/about among the neighbours.) 

Over to you 


Possible answers: 


phrasal verb 


crowd around 


meaning 


surround someone or something, 
standing close together 


example 


Please don't crowd around the desk. 
Stand in an orderly queue. 


knock sth about/ 
around / knock 
about/around 


if people knock a ball about, they hit or 
kick it to each other for fun 


We knocked a ball about in the park 
after work. 


turn around 


turn sth around 


roll about/around 


turn so that you are facing the opposite 
direction 


make something unsuccessful (e.g. a 
business) become successful 


laugh a lot 


| saw him walk up to the door, but then 
he hesitated, turned around and walked 
away again. 


Paul has made a very successful 
career out of turning failing 
businesses around. 


Kathy is very funny. Her stories had us all 
rolling around. 


blunder about/ 
around 


move in an awkward way (often because 
you can't see where you're going) 


When the lights went off, we were all 
blundering around in the darkness. 
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10.1 
10.2 


10.3 


10.4 


11.1 


11.2 


11.3 
11.4 


Unit 10 


1 Heidi Knight 2 LucasHind 3 Harry Irving 4 Oliver Reece — 5 Mia Calvo 
Suggested answers: 
1 The computer system suddenly went down this morning, so we're doing everything manually at 


the moment. 

I’m sorry I’m so irritable. Things have been getting me down lately. 

Shall | put you down (on my list) to sponsor me for the charity walk? 

This event will go down in history as the worst catastrophe this country has ever suffered. 

The company had to shut down all their machines during the 24-hour strike at the factory. 

The salesman came down on the price, and after that we even managed to knock him down by 
a further 1096. 


7 Many everyday remedies for minor ailments have come down to us from our ancestors. 

1 slam the phone down 

2 haveit put down (rather than put it down, since you would probably not do it yourself) 

3 tie it down 

4 getting you down 

5 turn it down 

1 aandc 2 bandc 3 a,bandc 4 bandc 

Unit 11 

1 cashinon 6 lead-in 

2 comein/cutin 7 factor in 

3 pitch in 8 squash in 

4 usher in 9 build in 

5 boxedin 10 setin 

1 Mynew curtains are excellent - they don't let any light in. 

2 Alba, can you show Mr Hill in as soon as he arrives, please? 

3 Having the meeting on the 28th would fit in better with our plans than the 30th. 

4 Our office in Buenos Aires has brought in a lot of new business this year. 

5 When you are planning the course, make sure you build in enough free time. 

6 It's rude to cut in when someone else is in the middle of speaking. (Note that come in does not fit 
as well in this context as it does not sound so abrupt and potentially rude as cut in.) 

7 If everyone pitches in, we'll soon get the job done. 

8 IfI move up, then Rachel should be able to squash (fit is also possible here) in at the end of 


the bench. 
squashed 2 fitted 3 pitched 4 set 5 let 


bring in customers / profits / adess / business 
a lead-in to a discussion / a-bargain / a lesson 
a recession / rain / a-new-product sets in 

usher in a-price-increase / a new era / changes 
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12.1 


12.2 


12.3 


Unit 12 


1 


Eliza's father to Eliza's mother: Eliza's 18 now and should make her own decisions. I think we 
should back off and let her run her own life. 

Newsreader: The prime minister has shrugged off leadership threats from within his party, saying 
that they are only rumours. 

Mother to father: | think we should let the kids run round in the garden for a bit and work off 
some of their energy so that they sleep tonight. 

Mother to Imogen: Imogen, you MUST pay your electricity bill. If you don't, they'll cut you off and 
you won't have any heating. 

Louis to Callum: Oh no! Seth wants to come back with us to Nikita's house. He's such a drag! How 
can we shake him off? 

Chairperson: I’d like to just round off the meeting by giving a vote of thanks to the committee for 
all their work this year. 

The last 100 metres to the top of the hill just finished me off. | had to sit down and rest for 

an hour. 


8 I don’t want you in my room any more, so just shove off! 

When I come home from work, | love to just kick away my off 

shoes and relax for the evening. It's great to let off worrying 1 leave 

about work and round up the day with a nice meal. If | 2 off 
have-ofF-a-ceuple-of-days it's even better. | usually go off to 3 have a couple of days off 
our country cottage. | can just light off completely. | love it. laswith | 
| never stay there long, because after a while | feel a bit steed 5 cut 


off from all my friends and social life back in the city. 


ts tlar tļeļa 


^klilc|k 
i| js|hlo|w 
n p 
g| 'tle[a|v[e 
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13.1 
13.2 
13.3 


13.4 


13.5 


14.1 


14.2 


Unit 13 


1B 2D 3 | 4N 5B 61 7 D 

1 aorb 2 b,cord 3 acord 

1 Try to focus on what is really important and to ignore what is not essential. 

2 Now we've had a bit of a rest, it’s time to press on again. 

3 I’m counting/depending/relying on you to let me know when my talk has gone on for 
long enough. 

4 Your grandmother will always live on in your memory. 

5 This is a quiet neighbourhood where noisy behaviour is frowned (up)on. 

6 After the first few pages of the book, | decided | couldn't be bothered to read on. 

7 Please stop harping/going/droning on about Lena. Your relationship is over, so just forget her. 

8 Iam worried about my son's behaviour. He is so easily led on by his friends. 

1 focus 

2 spring 

3 dwell 

4 press 

5 lead (Note that egg on has a similar meaning.) 

6 frowned 

7 depend 

8 going/droning/harping 

Suggested answers: 

1 Youcan count/rely/depend on James. 


2 
3 
4 


Dad will ramble/drone on for hours about European history. 

Many political reputations are hanging on / riding on the outcome of next week's election. 
Josh never stops going on (and on) / harping on about the litter in the office car park. 

It irritates me. 


5 While tidying my room, | happened on an old diary of mine from 2001. 
Unit 14 
1 Sheshared the apples out / shared out the apples among the four children. 


coU» C0 )hl2rn UC 


He sorted things / the situation out. Or He sorted out the situation. 

She picked out the best ones / picked the best ones out. 

He kicked Sam out of the restaurant. (Note that He threw Sam out of the restaurant is also 
possible.) 

It juts out over the terrace. 


| don't have any money so you can count me out from the shopping trip. 

| shared the mints out / shared out the mints among my friends in the car. 
We need to sort out this mess about the misprinted tickets pretty soon. 

He really lashed out at me when | suggested he'd got it wrong. 

Look at those big rocks jutting out from the sea. 

Pick out the good strawberries and leave the rotten ones in the box. 
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14.3 


14.4 


15.1 


15.2 


15.3 


16.1 
16.2 
16.3 


16.4 


16.5 


1 lopened the door and heard somebody yell out from the staircase below. (Note that (shout out / 
cry out / scream out are also possible.) 

2 My position as regards the committee is that | want out. 

3 He always draws out the discussion / draws the discussion out with arguments about 
political ideology. 

4 When we got back to our campsite, the campfire had gone out. 

5 Spread the leaflets out on the table. 

6 The burglars cleaned us out (completely). 

1 


c 2d 3a 4b 


Unit 15 
1 finish up or eat up 5 propped up 
2 pep up/jazz up 6 jazzitup 
3 shore up 7 wrap up 
4 pick them up 8 liftup 
1 stand 5 bought 
2 split 6 show 
3 set 7 blown 
4 land 8 sticking 
1 blow up 2 shore up 3 set up (Note that fix up is also possible.) 4 open up 
Unit 16 
c 2e 3d 4a 5b 
Adriana 2 Jude 3 Mary 4 Leah 5 Jack 
out 5 back (Note that off is also possible.) 
back 6 over 
along (Note that up is also possible.) 7 aside 
in 8 up 


You'd get far more done if you didn't fritter away so much time. 

The children tried to spin their game out so they didn't have to go to bed. 
Cameron might lose his job if he doesn't pull his socks up. 

We must discuss what we need to do leading up to the opening of the new branch. 
Let's try to set some time apart next month to discuss progress on the project. 


We've had to bring the meeting forward to this Tuesday as Austin will be away next week. 
Francesca always drags out any discussion. Or Francesca always drags any discussion out. 

(Note draw out is also possible.) 

| think we should space our meetings out a bit more. Or I think we should space out our meetings 
a bit more. 

| thought | had ages to prepare for my exams, but they have crept up on me in no time at all. 

| think we should try to eke out the printing paper. Or | think we should try to eke the printing 
paper out. 


NEF OBRWNFP BOUNH H pd 


w 


as 
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17.1 
17.2 


17.3 


17.4 


18.1 
18.2 


Unit 17 


1 
al 


ANA ABRWN 2 


h 2 f 3i 4b 5c 6a 7d 8e 9g 


Theodore puts the problems down to the government, but I attribute them to the general world 
economic situation. 

To a large extent, how a person accounts for the problems in their lives seems to depend largely 
on their own parents' attitudes to difficult situations. 

| believe the new legislation will contribute to a general improvement in the standard of living, but 
Ben thinks it will result in increased poverty for most people. 

The desire for reform has come out of a general desire to improve the situation, but | suspect the 
proposed changes may rebound on the government. 

The proposals are rooted in an appropriate awareness of the problems that exist, but | do not feel 
that what is proposed adds up to a coherent programme of action. 


The school’s rituals and traditions are rooted in its long history. 

My mother puts the problem down to a decline in moral values. 

How do you think the changes will impact on your business? 

The economic recession inevitably resulted in increased unemployment. 
How would you account for the recent increase in violent crime? 

Joel’s criticism of Erica may rebound on him now that she's his boss! 

I do not feel that the writer's analysis of the problem adds up. 

Some unforeseen problems have come out of the change in legislation. 


Author's answers: 


1 
2 


ld put global warming largely down to increased air and road travel. 

| think a dramatic change in social values has led to the current increase in violent crime in 

most societies. 

ld account for it by saying that teenage girls tend to be more inclined to work harder at school 
than teenage boys - though of course there are plenty of exceptions. 

l'd attribute the success of social media sites to the fact that they are convenient, fast 

and efficient. 

l'd point to the prevalence of materialistic attitudes as one main cause of social problems today. 
My own interest in English stems from the fact that | had very good English teachers when | was 
at school. 

| think that mobile phones have resulted in more communication between people - it's so much 
easier to keep in touch with friends and family. 

For me the main thing that contributes to the difficulty of phrasal verbs is the fact that one verb - 
like, say, make out - can have so many different meanings. 


Unit 18 

1b 2c 3 d 4a 5b 

1 reminds 6 blocked 

2 conjure/stir/summon/call 7 put 

3 flooding/coming 8 stick (Note that stay is also possible.) 
4 associate 9 store 

5 coming/flooding 10 conjure/summon/call 
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18.3 


18.4 


19.1 


19.2 
19.3 


19.4 


In each case the play on words depends on the literal meaning of the basic verb in the 
phrasal verb. 


1 


To stir up memories means to make memories, often unpleasant ones, appear in your mind. 

A cook stirs ingredients, e.g. the ingredients for a cake or batter for pancakes. 

To conjure up memories means to make you remember things from the past. A magician 
traditionally conjures a rabbit out of a hat. 

To call up memories means to evoke memories or make someone remember something. Another 
meaning of call up is to require young men to become soldiers. 

If a memory sticks with you, then you don't forget it. Glue is used to stick something to something 
else. The first meaning of stick here is metaphorical and the second is literal. 

If memories come flooding back, you suddenly remember a lot of things very clearly. When pipes 
burst - this typically happens if they freeze and then the ice melts - then there will be a flood. 


Author's answers: 


1 


| associate my childhood with the colour green because | spent so much time playing in the 
garden at home. 

The smell of lavender reminds me of my childhood because we had a lot of lavender growing in 
our garden. 

The pop music of the 1970s always conjures up memories of my youth. 

| would like to block out the memory of school dinners, particularly of the awful macaroni cheese 
we were forced to eat. 

| think that music makes memories come back to me more powerfully, although smells can also 
be very potent. 


Unit 19 


al 


e e UAWN 


If your currency bottoms out, then it will become expensive to buy things in dollars, or to travel 
to the USA. But more tourists might come to your country because it's cheaper for them. So you 
might be happy or unhappy depending on your circumstances. 

sprouting or springing 

True. See the left-hand page, section A. 

You begin to feel less confident. 

It becomes less strong. 


opens 2 apart 3 on 4 up 5 breaks 6 out 


When you've finished with the scissors, could you pass them to me? (Note the change to present 
perfect tense.) 

They wound up the business in 2014 after a year of low sales. 

OK, so who's magicked the bottle opener away / magicked away the bottle opener? It was here a 
minute ago! 

We've had some setbacks but we'll press on. 

| only got up to page 12 of the book before | got bored and stopped reading it. 


Wind up means to finish/terminate something. It is also what you do to a non-electric clock or 
watch to make it work. 

Sprout up means to suddenly appear. A Brussels sprout is also a vegetable. 

Press on means to continue in a determined way. Dry cleaners also press clothes (remove creases 
by using an iron or a pressing machine). 

Spring up means to appear suddenly. A trampoline has springs, which contract and expand, 
making it possible for a person to bounce up and down on it. 

Training shoes are worn by athletes when running. To run out of money means to have no 

money left. 
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20.1 


20.2 


20.3 


20.4 


21.1 


21.2 
21.3 
21.4 


1 up 5 up 
2 rage 6 off 
3 around 7 back 
4 out (Note over is also possible.) 8 off 


There was a terrible bust-up at work today. The departmental manager came into the office in 
aterrible temper. She flew at her PA and when people tried to calm her down, she rounded on 
them. | don't know what had got into her. She pushes everyone around" a lot, but she’s not 
normally quite so aggressive. | tried not to get dragged into it at first, but she started shouting 
really loudly at Jessica, so | stepped in to try to break things up. 


* push over would mean literally push people onto the floor 


Possible answers: 


1 


2 
3 
4 


When | tried to enter the house, the dog flew at me. 

No object required 

They threatened to bump him off if he told anyone about the robbery. 

Because she had learned some judo as a child, Lauren found it much easier to fight off her 
attacker / to fight her attacker off. 


5 | was completely taken by surprise when someone suddenly came at me from behind. 
6 After only ten seconds in the ring, Henry's opponent had knocked him out. 
1 Paultried to drag me into the argument, but | managed to stay out of it. 
2 The old man thought the boys were trying to break into his house, so he set his dog on them. 
3 The aim of the organisation is to wipe out cruelty to children. 
4 Although he is small, James is strong and he quickly managed to knock his attacker out. 
5 Uncle Ronnie can flare up (very quickly) if you say the wrong thing. 
6 The witness saw the thief come at the woman just as she was opening her car door. 
7 Therobbers came running out of the bank, pushing over an old lady who was in their path. 
8 Older people often find it harder to fight off colds and other infections than younger 
people do. 
Unit 21 
belt out die down 
boom out trail off 
blast out keep down 
1 trailed 2 belting 3 blasting 4 keep 5 boomed 6 died 
lb 2c 3a 4c 5b 6a 7c 8c 
1 You would not enjoy it: droning on means continuing for a long time in a boring, monotonous way. 
2 True 
3 up 
4 away 
5 ringout 
6 came over 
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22.1 


22.2 


22.3 
22.4 


23.1 


23.2 


23.3 


23.4 


24.1 


24.2 


Unit 22 


This party stands for equality for all. 

We do not hesitate to come out strongly against any case of injustice. 

We stick by our principles at all times and never cave in to threats or pressure from the 
opposition. 

We side with the underdog and do not defer to those who are wealthy and powerful. 


1 
2 


am BW 


The runners were cheered on by the spectators as they headed for the finishing line. 

You can rely on Tim to stick up for his little sister. Or You can rely on little Tim to stick up for 
his sister. 

My grandfather swears by raw garlic as a way of protecting himself from catching colds. 

My mother would never have tried bungee jumping if we hadn’t egged her on. 

She wanted to go to an all-night party but her mother wouldn’t hear of it. 

The discovery of gas in the North Sea buoyed up the British economy for some years. Or The 
discovery of gas in the North Sea for some years buoyed up the British economy. 


1 stick 2 side 3 cheer 4 buoy 

1 My preferred course of action would be to go with what Ivan has recommended. 

2 He began his political life as a Conservative but crossed over to the Labour Party when he realised 
that he would be more likely to get a seat in Parliament that way. 

3 correct 

4 correct 

5 Ishall have to defer to your superior knowledge of the situation. 

6 My mother swears by a daily spoonful of honey to keep healthy all year long. 

7 Joshis not usually naughty himself but he is quick to egg others on. 

8 correct 

Unit 23 

1c 3e 5a 7b 

2g 4f 6h 8d 

1 down 3 to 5 to 7 in 

2 in 4 on 6 down 

1 Aftertwo weeks of strikes, the company finally gave in and increased the overtime rate. 

2 Our application for planning permission went through without any problems and so we can start 


building next month. 


3 We've got a general agreement, but it will take some time to hammer out the details. 

4 Chris always just goes along with what the manager says. He never thinks for himself. 

5 It’s going to be difficult to nail down all the details of the training day until we've chosen a date. 

6 Charlie said he didn't like the new website design, but | think he'll come round when he sees the 
latest version. 

la 2b 3c 4c 5b 

Unit 24 

1 grappling 7 cottoned 

2 rough 8 hit 

3 talk 9 break 

4 bounce 10 piece 

5 reflect 11 thrash 

6 occurred 

1 up;on 5 around 

2 out 6 with 

3 up;on 7 at 

4 with 8 in 
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24.3 Possible answers: 
1 bounce off, bat around, play with, hit on an idea 
2 piece together 
3 thrash something out, grapple with, break something down 


Unit 25 


25.1 1 The basic meaning is collecting up animals who have ranged over a wide area of land, e.g. a 
sheepdog rounds up sheep or a cowboy rounds up cattle. With a different meaning, round up 

(a number / a total) also refers to raising a number or total to the nearest whole number, e.g. 
The bill was £9.20, so we rounded it up to £10 and gave the waiter a £10 note. See Unit 26. 

a cushion 

pile up 

looking for something important among things which are not so important 

Some of the uses of 'up' do have similar meanings. In prop up, pile up and stack up the particle 
suggests up rather than down. In gather up, round up and line up, the particle suggests ‘together’. 


O1 4 0) hN2 


25.2 1 stackup 2 round up 3 separate out 
25.3 1 up 4 towards 

2 away 5 up 

3 among 6 up 


25.4 Possible answers: 
1 You would fix up a meeting. 
2 They are required to space out the desks. 
3 You might put a book under the short leg to prop up the table. 
4 You might need to separate out paper, glass, food waste, etc. into different containers. 
5 The photographer usually lines the pupils up before taking a school photo. 
6 A sofa could double up as a bed if someone stays over. 
7 You gather all the papers up and then throw or tidy them away. 
8 You might agree to wear something distinctive so you will know each other from all the other 
people in the café. 
9 Could you see about decorating the room, perhaps, while I get the food prepared? 
10 It might be sensible to sift through the papers first to ensure that nothing important is 
thrown away. 


Unit 26 
26.1 1 The total cost of our holiday amounted to nearly £500. 
2 The bill came to £22.20 each, so we rounded it up to £25 to include a tip. 
3 Helena has put on a lot of weight recently. 
4 It will take Joe some time to build up his strength again after such a long illness. 
5 The college hoped that the advert would push up enrolments for its new course. 
6 The new fertiliser claims to bump up agricultural yields considerably. 
26.2 1e 2b 3a 4c 5f 6 d 
26.3 1 The new manager intends to cut costs by making the business smaller in some way - very possibly 


by sacking some staff. 

2 It was a good place for a picnic because there were fewer trees there, so there might have been a 
bit of sunlight, more space to sit down, etc. 

3 The number of hits on the website in June must have been much the same as the number of hits 
in May. 


English Phrasal Verbs in Use Advanced 141 


4 Young people are now clearly less interested in politics than they used to be. 

5 The speaker seems reasonably happy about Joseph and what he does at home in that Joseph 
seems to do more than his share of the gardening even if he does less than his share of the 
housework. 


knock down 

fall off / tail off 

amount to 

tail(ing) off / fall(ing) off 
slimming down 

push up / build up 

put on 

adds up 


26.4 


c NAOn AUNE 


Unit 27 


27.1 1 Some people were going to buy our flat, but at the last moment the sale fell through. 
2 Steve prides himself on his organisational skills. 
3 The company was able to capitalise on the unusually wet weather by promoting its 
inexpensive umbrellas. 


4 The England team lost the trophy in 2014 but won it back the following year. 

5 It’s been a difficult year for us, but we have come out of it with renewed vigour. 

6 Leila succeeded in passing her driving test at her first attempt. 

7 Hassan lost out to his brother in the finals of the tennis tournament. 

8 They had a long battle in court to prove their innocence, but finally they won through. 
27.2 1 doomed 5 rise 

2 carry 6 get 

3 pack 7 pulled 

4 sail 8 succeeded 
27.3 1b 2 a 3c 4c 5a 6 b 


27.4 Oliver has always wanted to become an engineer, but it was quite difficult for him to get a 
place at college. He didn't get in at his first attempt, losing out to applicants with better exam 
grades. However, at his second try he succeeded in winning a place. He then sailed through 
all his first-year exams but failed some of his exams in the second year, as he started spending 
a lot of time on the rugby pitch, playing for the college first team, rather than in the library. 
Then his team fell behind in the college league after three games, so he wasn't too happy and 
did even less work, and as a result he failed three exams. However, he's always prided himself 
on being able to revise very efficiently when he's really under pressure, and in the third year 
he did enough to pull himself through. His friends were amazed that he managed to carry it 
off, as they were sure he could not have packed in enough study in such a short time to get 
through the exams. But Oliver knew that he had only just got by/through and he resolved to 
organise his life much better after leaving college. 
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28.1 


28.2 


29.1 


29.2 


29.3 


29.4 


Unit 28 


Ne AA UNBE 


clear 6 spill 

hanging 7 caught 

break 8 smooth 

landed 9 resort 

walk 10 make 

When the doctors examined the dead man, they found his body was riddled with disease. 

| just grasped at the first opportunity to get out of my boring job and do something more exciting. 


| wasn't prepared to just live with it / resign myself to it; | had to make a change. 

| fell back on / had to resort to my knowledge of map reading from my days as a scout to help us 
find a way out of the valley. 

I’m sorry, l've botched things up and caused a lot of problems for everyone. 

A healthy diet and plenty of exercise is the best way to safeguard against heart disease. 


6 His life is difficult. His parents died last year when he was only 16. Now he just has to bear up and 
try to carry on as best he can. 

7 l'mafraid we just have to resign ourselves to the fact that we are going to have to sell the house. 

8 She tried very hard to clear up / iron out the misunderstandings between the two groups. 

Unit 29 

1 toy with something 

2 reason with someone 

3 mull something over 

4 decide on something / work something out 

5 do someone out of something 

6 size up someone or something 

7 tie someone down 

8 single someone out 

1 You need a coin. 

2 No,they haven't. 

3 Adrum is a musical instrument that is beaten. In the past the drummer in an army used to play 


e Ui» 0 N H 


rousing military music to encourage soldiers to fight, and this may be the origin of drum up 
meaning attract support or business. 


It took them some time to arrive at that decision - often they were originally against the idea and/ 
or they had to be persuaded to it. 

work; out 6 drum up 

single; out 7 playon 

push; through 8 tossfor 

tie; down 9 mull; over 

arrive at 10 playing; off against 

Everyone is trying to dissuade me from taking the job, but I’m tending towards 


accepting it. 
You'll need to take time to size up the situation before you decide what to do. 
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30.1 


30.2 


30.3 


31.1 


31.2 


3 Wicked Uncle Fred succeeded in doing his brother out of his rightful inheritance. 
4 correct 

5 It took Lily ages to get her father to come round to the idea of her training as a bus driver. 
6 correct 

7 The advert plays on people's desire to appear young and attractive. 

8 | don’t want to do the washing-up either. Get a coin and we'll toss for it. 

Unit 30 

1 Go for it! 

2 Grow up! 

3 Goon! 

4 Come off it! / Come on! 

5 Keep it up! 

6 Wake up! 

7 Dream on! 

1 Roll 5 Shut 

2 hang 6 go 

3 Drink 7 eat 

4 ahead 8 take 

1 Go easy on them! 3 Get off! 5 Hurry up! 

2 Calm down! 4 Watch out! 6 Hold on! 

Unit 31 

1 fling yourself into something 

2 step aside, pack something in, get off 

3 ease off, coast along 

4 slog away, beaver away, plug away, knuckle down 

5 beaver away (a beaver is an animal with sharp teeth and a large flat tail - it lives in a dam which it 


builds across a river) 
farm out and get bogged down (a bog is a piece of very wet land - if you step in a bog, it can be 
easy to get stuck there so that you cannot move out) 


Louise always flings herself into her work. 

| really think that it is time you knuckled down to your studies. 

As a research scientist, you just have to keep plugging away at your experiments and eventually 
you'll get results. 

If this morning's meeting goes smoothly, | should be able to get off by 1 p.m. 

The meeting was going well until we got bogged down in the details of the sales 
conference party. 

I’m not sure exactly what I’m going to say in my speech, but I’m sure I’ll be able to cobble 
something together by tomorrow morning. 

There comes a time when it is best for an older manager to step aside and let a younger 
person take over. 

| always say that if you start a job, you should see it through. 
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31.3 


31.4 


32.1 
32.2 


32.3 


32.4 


32.5 


l'd hate a job where I could just coast along without needing to think about what | was doing. 
l'd far rather keep busy and really don't mind how much | have to slog away each day. I'd 
soon pack in any job that didn't keep me working hard. | fling myself into everything | do. 
Even when | was at school, | used to beaver away at my homework as soon as got home 
from school. My sister certainly never used to knuckle down to work in the way | did. 


1 Ican't stand the sight of blood, so I’m not really cut out for nursing. 

2 If you hate your job so much, why don't you just hand in your notice? 

3 When several workers were unfairly dismissed, the trade union official decided it was time 
to call everyone/people out on strike. 

4 Asa PAl spend most of my time running round after my boss. 

5 We've had a very busy few months at work but things are beginning to ease off now. 

6 Liam is very good at his job, so | can't understand why he always gets passed over 
(for promotion) while less able people get promoted. 

7 Our company has started doing a lot of outsourcing, which means that we farm out jobs 
that we previously used to do ourselves. 

8 Eversince she was a child she has wanted to go in to medicine. 


Unit 32 
ld 2-€ 3e 4 a 5b 


1 through 5 behind 
2 through; through 6 towards 
3 off 7 across 
4 off 8 against 


Suggested answers: 

As each person arrived she (asked their name and) ticked/checked them off on her list. 
She picked up her favourite novel and buried herself in it. 

He decided to major in economics (for his degree). 

His tutor moved him up to a higher class. 

What sort of grades do you need to get into university in your country? 

| applied to Oxford University but | didn't get in. 


aAuoBRWN Ee 


Possible answers: 

1 What would you like to do when you leave/finish school? 

2 Why did you give up / stop studying French/law (or the name of any other subject)? 

3 Did your sister finish/complete her degree/course? 

4 Do you fancy going to see a film this evening? (Or anything else suggesting a leisure activity. 
Note that snowed under is an informal way of saying that you have a huge amount of work 
to do.) 


Possible answers: 

1 lusually sailed through my exams - apart from maths! 

2 | fell behind with my work in my final year at school when | broke my leg badly playing 
football. 
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33.1 


33.2 


33.3 


33.4 


Yes, teachers often used to mark me down for bad handwriting. | used to think this was 
really unfair and that they should just think about the content of my work. However, now 

| am a teacher and have to mark badly written work, | understand why they marked me 
down! 

In the UK, taking part in extra-curricular activities, such as sport or music, having work 
experience and good references, showing you have good organisational or leadership skills, 
possibly also having good contacts can count towards getting into some universities. 


Unit 33 


al 


N 


Zeyneb's experiments were mostly carried out in the 19* century using much less sophisticated 
equipment than is available today. 

This theory draws on research from several well-known scientists. 

| thought we could read Hayder's research for the seminar tomorrow, but my tutor pointed out 
that the original research paper is over 700 pages long! 

Alexander Fleming didn't set out to discover penicillin when he started experimenting with 
bacteria, but it was one of the most important discoveries of its time. 

He spoke for 50 minutes and then finished off the lecture with a question and answer session. 
Firstly, I’d like to start with an introduction to the subject of quantum physics, before moving on 
to some key definitions. 

If we allow for variations caused by weather conditions, the results are broadly in line with our 
predictions. 


1 together 3 jotdown 5 sketch out 7 weigh up 9 goover 
2 up 4 typeup 6 Think through 8 ended up 10 follow up 
Suggested answers: 


1 


AUN 


5 
6 
7 
8 
1 


This morning we're going to look at Maslow's ‘Hierarchy of Needs’. 

The lecturer pointed out that this research is still in its very early stages. 

To start with, | want to talk about the background to the research. 

In order to get the most out of the seminar, it's a good idea to do the suggested 
reading beforehand. 

Can | borrow your lecture notes? | didn't get down the last few points. 

Don't worry about writing every word; just jot down the key points. 

For next week's seminar, l'd like you all to look into one aspect of this theory. 
l'd like to round off the lecture today with a short video. 


The biology department needs undergraduates to help carry out research on plant cells over 


the summer, and I’m going to apply. 


2 The department has just received some funding to look at/into the links between diet and 


3 


4 


certain types of cancer. 

He spent most of the summer working on his thesis but ended up having to change it when 
some new research came out. 

The discussion we had last week brought up some very interesting questions about US 
foreign policy in the 1950s. 

As you read up on the subject for your essay, don't forget to make a note of useful sources 
as you go. 

A group of engineering students from Bristol have set out to prove the strength of plastic 
by building the largest Lego structure in the world. 
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34.1 
34.2 


34.3 
34.4 


Unit 34 
1 to 2 to 3 from 4 to 5 of 6 up 7 on 8 at 


Possible answers: 

The research team consists of two Americans, two Russians and a Swede. 

Immigrants to the UK have to contend with a whole range of problems. 

The headteacher would like to interest more pupils in studying maths at university. 
The examinations board insists on its instructions being followed to the letter. 

It is essential that society should invest in the education of its future citizens. 

The change in the law resulted in a more efficient welfare system. 

The government is keen to improve on the country's system of transportation. (Note that 
itis also possible to say to improve the country's system of transportation without any 
preposition. Adding on makes the writing a little more formal and also suggests that the 
system of transportation is already reasonably good.) 

8 The writer's philosophy is founded on a firm belief in socialist principles. 

9 Some critics have objected to the poet’s occasionally coarse use of English. 


"o0 C) N20 L2 


What best sums the present situation up - give examples / quotes. 


1 The teaching materials will cater for historians as well as economists. 

The recent problems in the company are bound to detract from its reputation. 

3 The policy of clearing the hillsides of trees appears to have resulted in an increased 
danger of flooding. 

4 The football team consists of three players from France, one from Sweden and two from 
Russia. 

5 Many people objected to being moved from their houses to high-rise flats. 

Being deprived of your freedom is a very difficult punishment to endure. 

7 Inher article, the writer frequently refers to a research study carried out in Canada in 

2015. 

The book is aimed at undergraduate students who have little previous knowledge of the 

subject. 

For me, this song sums up the atmosphere in rural England in the 1980s. (Note that up 

would not be put after the object in a sentence like this becuse the object is very long.) 

10 Much of the book is devoted to the writer's experiences in the United States. 


N 


o 


co 


co 


Over to you 


Possible answer: 

Soviet education was founded on the belief that all children could succeed given the right 
support. The school system was based on the teachings of Marx and Lenin, and it aimed at 
providing the best education possible for all pupils regardless of their social background. It 
must be remembered that, at the beginning, Soviet education had many problems to contend 
With. As well as widespread illiteracy and a low level of resources, there were plenty of people 
who objected to the new Soviet regime, saying that citizens were being deprived of basic 
freedoms. Although many people are critical of other aspects of Soviet society, it cannot be 
denied, however, that the authorities invested a great deal in the education system. This 
catered well for Soviet youth, most of whom profited from the education they received. 
Teachers were respected professionals who devoted themselves to their pupils, doing all they 
could to interest them in their lessons and insisting on high standards in the classroom. To 
summarise, if we refer to most contemporary accounts of the Soviet education process, we 
find that it resulted in a well-educated population. 
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35.1 


35.2 


35.3 


36.1 


Unit 35 


1 headed 7 brought 

2 turned 8 aimed 

3 set 9 buy 

4 look 10 firmed 

5 deal 11 turning 

6 breaking 12 brought 

1 Our business has had lots of success in Europe, but now we'd like to break into the USA. 
2 Have you heard? Latifa has been asked to head up the new department. 

3 Arsenal has signed up a young Brazilian footballer. Or Arsenal has signed a young 


Brazilian footballer up. 

Her father made his fortune by dealing in modern art. 

5 Get your people to call my people to firm up arrangements. (Note that ‘Get your people 
to call my people to firm arrangements up' is also possible, though less frequent. We are 
more likely to use this structure when we are saying a time afterwards, e.g. We'll firm the 
arrangements up next week.) 

6 The new factory is already turning out 10,000 pairs of shoes a week. Or The new factory is 
already turning 10,000 pairs of shoes out a week. 

7 The Alpha model is aimed at the lower end of the market. 

8 The company is planning to bring out a new sports car soon. Or The company is planning 
to bring a new sports car out soon. 

(Note that when the object phrase is quite long, e.g. in 3 and 6, the phrasal verb is more likely 

to be kept together rather than separated.) 


A 


Possible answers: 

We must set up a meeting early in the New Year. [make arrangements for] 

Can you help me set up the apparatus for the experiment? [get the equipment ready] 
A good breakfast sets you up for the whole day. [prepares you] 


Someone broke into my car last night and stole the radio. [forcibly entered] 
When James caught sight of the bus approaching, he broke into a run. [started] 
| don't want to break into my savings unless | really have to. [start using] 


The government is hoping to bring in some new legislation relating to education. [introduce] 
When you're writing your essay, try to bring in some good phrasal verbs. [include] 
They brought in a consultancy firm to help sort out the business. [hired/involved] 


That blue dress brings out the colour of your eyes. [makes more noticeable] 

Her new friends have certainly succeeded in bringing her out of herself. [helping her to 
behave in a more confident, less shy way] 

| think my new face wash is bringing me out in spots. [causing spots to appear on my skin] 


A lot of people turned out to the concert. [came to] 
It turned out that he had known the truth all the time. [happened] 
His father turned him out when he heard what he'd done. [made him leave home] 


Unit 36 


1 run through, gobble up, set back, clean out, roll in 

2 put by, put aside, pay in 

3 work off, square up 

4 a) square up b) bail out c) clean out/cough up d) gobble up 
5 rentout 
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36.2 


36.3 


36.4 


36.5 


37.1 


37.2 


37.3 
37.4 


o nN on AUNE UABWN FE 


bail 6 square 
forward 7 renting 
cleaned 8 pay 
put 9 back 
up 


c - off my student debts. 

g - back all our profits into the business. 

h - aside/by each month for a rainy day. 
f- up enough money for me to buy a car. 
b - into some money on your gran's death. 
a - back more than | had anticipated. 

d - into my savings for as long as | can. 

e - through enormous sums of money. 


Possible answers: 


1 


2 
3 


4 


5 


| never had much money when I was a student but | managed to live (spending as little as 
possible) somehow. 

If everyone contributes, then we should be able to afford a nice leaving present for Beth. 
Rashid's been receiving large quantities of money ever since he had that brilliant idea for 
a website. 

At the bakery it was Amanda's job to count the money taken by the shop at the end of 
every day. 

Jason risked/gambled a ridiculous amount of money on a horse race and, needless to say, 
he lost it all. 


Possible answers: 


I 
2 


3 
4 
5 


It probably set me back about €1,000. 

They put money aside for a big expense such as a car, a house, a holiday or for a rainy day, 
i.e. when they might need money unexpectedly. 

A car typically gobbles up money because you have to pay for petrol, repairs, taxes, etc. 

| think it's worth breaking into savings for a really good holiday. 

ld probably ask my parents or my brother to bail me out if | had financial problems. 


Unit 37 


AUNE UNBE 


clearing away 4 plumping up 
pushing; to 5 pulling up 
blocking up 6 mopping up 


You put them away. 

You wash them down. 

You mop it up. 

You should chuck them away or put them out in the rubbish (in the recycling bin, 

of course). 

You might put a shelf up / put up a shelf / put some shelves up / put up some shelves. 
You’d block up the hole / block the hole up. 


e 2g 3d 4b 5f 6h 7a 8c 


Possible answers: 


1 | didn't hear you come in because I'd got the TV / radio / my music on rather loud. 
2 My flatmate tends to make a mess when she's cooking and leaves me to clean / clear up 
after her. 
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38.1 


38.2 
38.3 


38.4 


39.1 


39.2 


3 When you go to bed, please don't forget to lock up / put the rubbish out. 
4 The bookcase was too big for our new flat, so we had to part with it / chuck it away. 
5 Erica is untidy. There are always lots of things cluttering up her room. 
6 Our hall hasn't been decorated for years - it's time we did/smartened it up. 
7 Living in a student hostel was odd for Khalifa at first, but he soon settled in. 
8 If | lay the table, you can clear away/clear up after the meal. 
9 You'll make the sofa look more comfortable if you plump up the cushions. 
10 It took me all day to clear up after those wild, crazy kids and get the place straightened 
up again. 
Unit 38 
1 trousers 
2 trousers, a dress, a skirt 
3 unzip 
4 a plant, perhaps 
5 acoat, a skirt, a dress 
6 a) making them looser b) making them tighter 
7 fancy dress 
1b 2c 3a 4b 5c 6 d 7c 8 b 
1 We were surprised when we arrived at the party because the host was wearing a kind of 


Superman getup with a mask, cape and blue bodysuit. 

My ten-year-old daughter loves getting dressed up in my dresses and high-heeled shoes. 
Now that I’m pregnant | can’t get into any of my clothes. 

Those trousers look a little tight around the waist. Shall | let them out a bit for you? 
(Father to child) You'd better zip your jacket up. It's cold outside. Or You'd better zip up your jacket ... 


Ui 409 N 


Possible answers: 

from older brothers or sisters or cousins 

Once | went out with one black shoe on and one brown shoe on. 

I’m afraid | have, especially in the spring as | often seem to put on weight in the winter. 

It depends, but I’m probably more inclined to pull on the first thing | find. 

l'd get them taken up because I’m not much good at sewing myself. 

Yes, | have. Once | dressed up as a woman from the Middle Ages and once | dressed up as a 
character from a Chekhov play. 


oU» 0H) Hn 


Unit 39 

1 Alex: No, but I’ve heard of her. 

2 Anna: | wasn't. They've been going out together for two years. 

3 Will: Yeah, he was flirting with her all evening. 

4 Katie: No. | tried to strike up a conversation with him, but he wasn't very friendly. 
5 Andrew: Yes, | warmed to him straight away in fact. He's very nice. 

6 Amber: Yes, you could say it was tennis that brought us together. 


I’ve never met Antonia Goff, but | know of her because Charles works with her. 

| had an email last month from Doninic, but | haven't heard from him since then. 
| think Joe is cheating on me. Somebody saw him out with another girl. 

Mrs Butler fusses ever so much over her two sons, even though they're adults. 
Daria spent all evening flirting with her friend's brother. 


o1 0) N L| 
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39.3 


40.1 


40.2 


41.1 


41.2 


41.3 


41.4 


41.5 


42.1 


6 I’m afraid my son is getting mixed up with some bad company at university. 
7 Majid struck up a conversation with the person sitting next to him, and the flight passed quickly. 
8 Rosatold me about your bust-up with Sebastian. 

1 bad 

2c 

3 Itspoils or damages their relationship. 

4 b 

5 butter them up 

6c 

7 anundesirable one 

8 Both are possible. 

Unit 40 

1 screwed 5 had 

2 toughen 6 outspoken 

3 getting 7 grown 

4 bored 8 descend 

1 across; out 4 up 

2 through 5 out 

3 on;for 

Unit 41 

1 brimming 6 work 

2 summon 7 gone 

3 perk 8 snap 

4 give 9 loosened 

5 hankering 

1 choke back or fight back 4 shake up 

2 come over 5 run away with 

3 bowl over 6 feel up to 

1 choke back or fight back 3 hanker after/for 

2 bowled over 4 brim with 

1 Harvey 5 Hannah 

2 Felix 6 Aaron 

3 Keira 7 Joel 

4 Sofia 8 Poppy 

1 Layla let it all spill out / her feelings spill out. 

2 Grandma isn't feeling up to a long flight. 

3 We must not allow our feelings to run away with us. 
4 You mustn't give in to those feelings of insecurity. 

5 Afeeling of tiredness suddenly came over everyone. 
6 Our sympathies go out to all the victims of the disaster. 
Unit 42 

1 deal move 4 passing 

2 letdown 5 rolled 

3 shoot 
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42.2 


43.1 


43.2 


43.3 


44.1 
44.2 


44.3 


1 Thatthey have become very involved in bird-watching and do it a lot. 

2 What you did. 

3 Members of the family would all come to one place and meet each other socially. 

4 Justspend time together doing nothing special. 

5 (b) go out with you and pay for you. Take someone out can mean to kill them in a military context, 
of war etc. If you go with someone to show them the way out of a building, you show them out. 

1 Callum 5 Hessa 

2 Ivy 6 Ronnie 

3 Jessica 7 Lara 

4 Thomas 8 Amy 

Unit 43 


1 Patient: I I think I’ve picked up a chest infection. I’m coughing and wheezing a lot. 

2 Patient: Well, | broke out in a rash on my neck about a week ago. 

3 Patient: Well, | had an ear infection about a month ago. It seemed to clear up when | took the 
antibiotics you gave me but now it's flared up again. 

4 Patient: Well, OK, but my nose is bunged-up all the time. Can you give me something for it? 

5 Patient: Well, | sprained my ankle a week ago, but the swelling hasn't gone down and it's 
still painful. 

6 Patient: Well, | just feel absolutely tired out / worn out / wiped out / done in all the time. | have 
no energy at all. 


1 Natasha 5 Harry 

2 Grace 6 Elliot 

3 Daniel 7 William 

4 Bethany 8 Teddy 

le 2c 3a 4f 5g 6 d 7b 


Unit 44 
1d 2a 3e 4 f 5b 6c 


Possible answers: 

You need to loosen up / warm up. 

It may take you some time to thaw out. 

You have to pick yourself up. 

You turn around (or swing around perhaps if you do it very quickly). 
They tense up. 

They waste away. 

7 You may double up (in pain). 


oU» 0hM.N HG 


I’m rather worried about my neighbour. | saw her the other day in the garden and she was 
doubled up in pain. She also looks as if she is wasting away. | asked her about it and she 
said she was just trying to lose some weight, but she clearly didn't like my talking about it 
and | could sense her tensing up. | think she's probably been doing far too much exercise. 
She spends hours outside bending down to touch the ground or spreading out her arms and 
swinging them in circles. | can see that she’s in pain and | long to tell her to relax a bit. 
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44.4 


44.5 


45.1 


45.2 


45.3 


45.4 


1 You must be freezing - do come inside and thaw out. 

2 Lookat me - now turn round/around. 

3 Their daughter was (lying) curled up on her bed with her thumb in her mouth. 

4 He stuck his arm out of the window and waved at us. 

5 |f you don't eat more, you'll waste away. 

6 The stand-up comic was so good that we spent the evening doubled up (laughing). 


In each case the play on words depends on another meaning of the base verb. 

1 Double means two or twice and obviously there are two twins. 

2 The noun waste means rubbish. 

3 Tenseis a grammatical term which you are certainly familiar with as a student of English. 
4 Ataxi driver picks people up to drive them somewhere. 


Unit 45 


1 It's so boring listening to Uncle Ed holding forth/going on at us about the problem with the 
youth of today. 

lIl try to engage your father in conversation so he won't notice you leaving. 

| wish my parents would stop going on at me all the time. 

OK, before everyone starts working, I’d like to quickly run through the instructions (again). 
The personnel manager glossed over salary progression during our interview. 


They asked her a lot of questions. 

He would not have been pleased with his performance. 

He didn't have to stop and think. He spoke very quickly, almost without pausing for breath. 

He spoke less after Bobby arrived. 

It was difficult for the detective to get the boy to tell her the truth. 

He wanted to find out if the editor thought it would be a good idea to write the kind of article he 
had in mind. 

It's dreadful because he just talks without listening to others or even giving them much chance 
to speak. 

8 She told them a little about it but did not give them too many details, probably in case it 
worried them. 


NAOKRWNPF ARAWN 


-l 


1 put 5 out 

2 on 6 bombarded 

3 led 7 clammed 

4 sound 8 blurted 

1 Finn was so rude - he interrupted the conversation | was having with Faye about her new job and 


started to ask her questions about her daughter. 

2 | don’t know how you'll manage to give a reason for (make it appear that it was not your fault) 
the scratch on your mother's car. 

3 | wish he'd stop talking endlessly about the weather - it's so boring. 
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46.1 


46.2 


46.3 


46.4 


4T.1 


4T.2 


4T.3 


Unit 46 


Ne AUNE CP. FE 


1 


in on 4 into; up 
away 5 upon 
on 

piled 5 clear 
tripped 6 stumbled 
push 7 zipping 
stand 8 double 


Draw back means to move away because you are surprised or afraid, and artists ‘draw’ pictures. 
Zip along means to move very quickly, and the phrasal verb for fastening a jacket which has a zip 
is ‘zip up’. 

Squash up means to move closer together in order to make space for someone else, and ‘squash’ 
can also be a kind of juice drink. 

Double back means to turn and go back in the direction you came from; identical twins could be 
called ‘doubles’. 

Stole is also the past tense of ‘steal’ meaning to take something without the owner’s permission. 
The robbers were probably stealing money from the bank. 


hang 2 drop 3 draw 4 double 


Possible sentences: 


1 
2 


3 


| think we should hang back and let the family guests go into the reception first. 

| was walking with my sister and chatting to her, but then | dropped back to talk with my 
grandfather, who was a bit behind everyone else. 

We approached the man to help him but then drew back as he looked very aggressive. 


4 As the mist came down, we decided it would be best to double back and abandon the walk. 
Unit 47 

1 feed on 8 break; off 

2 preyon 9 pulling up 

3 die out 10 send out 

4 eat away at 11 offshoots 

5 washing away 12 cutting down (Note chopping down is also possible.) 

6 dryup 13 digging up 

7 pull down 

1 It would freeze over. 

2 It might dry up. 

3 overcast 

4 Because the tide comes in and goes out. 

5 Dogs might help them to flush the robbers out. 

1 As night fell, the stars came out. 

2 The sun went in and the temperature fell suddenly. 

3 Cats (both large and small) pick up their young with their teeth to move them around. 
4 It was lovely and sunny this morning but now the sky is overcast / it is overcast. 

5 Many wild animals and plants are on the verge of dying out. 
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47.4 


48.1 
48.2 


48.3 


48.4 


1 moved in 4 bring up 


2 chased; out 5 watching over 
3 taken over 6 fend for 
Unit 48 


1 off 2 down 3 down 


How you mark these sentences will in some cases be a matter of personal preference. 


1 


N 


o 


co 


co 


10 


Your pipes at home freeze up while you are on a skiing holiday. 
(3) You are likely to be unhappy about this as pipes that freeze up will probably later burst and 
cause a lot of damage. 
You receive a letter that makes your face cloud over. 
(3) You are likely to be unhappy. 
You are walking by the sea when fog rolls in. 
3) Most people probably don't like it when it becomes foggy because it spoils the view, but 
some people may enjoy it. 
You can hear the rain beating down outside as you sit by a big log fire. 
You are probably happy because you are warm and cosy when it is wet outside, but you may 
feel unhappy if - say - you know you have to go out later on. 
You are on a long country walk and the rain holds off. 
You are probably happy - unless you are the kind of person who enjoys rain. 
You have to give a speech at a friend's wedding and you freeze up. 
You are unhappy because you have become too nervous or anxious to give your speech. 
You breeze through an important exam. 
CX You are happy because you very easily manage to do well in the exam. 
You storm out of a meeting. 
(3) You are likely to be unhappy because you left the meeting in an angry manner. 
A group of friends start to freeze you out. 
(£9) You are likely to be unhappy because your friends seem to want to exclude you from their 
group. 
You are sitting on the beach and the sun is beating down. 
(s) Most people probably like this, but | for one don't like sitting in very hot direct sunshine. 


Possible answers: 


oU» 0) MN) Hn 


The sun is breaking through the clouds. 

The rain is pelting down (and that person will get very wet). 
The windscreen has fogged/misted up. 

The lock has frozen up. 

The sun is beating down. 

The smoke from the chimney is blotting out the sun. 


Possible answers: 

1 breezedin (as if nothing had happened) 
2 misting over 

3 mist/fog/steam up 
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49.1 


49.2 


49.3 


50.1 
50.2 


50.3 


50.4 


4 breakthrough (the clouds) 

5 holds off 

6 rolling in (from the sea/hills/moors) 

7 breezethrough (it) 

8 freeze up 

Unit 49 

1 set 6 dotted 11 in 

2 stretches/is stretched 7 off 12 reduced 

3 steeped 8 run-down 13 off 

4 bursting 9 boarded-up 14 off 

5 soaking 10 onto 15 up 

1 New housing developments are encroaching on the countryside on the edge of town. 
2 Those climbing red roses really set that old white cottage off, don't they? Or... set off that 


old white cottage, don't they? 

The architects made a large-scale mock-up of the new shopping centre. 

The plain lines of the marble walls are offset by the ornate windows; together they produce 
a harmonious building. 

This plan shows how the area will be laid out when it is redeveloped. 

Signs have gone up round the area to be demolished warning the public to keep away. 

The 1990s buildings do not blend in very well with the older houses around them. 

The whole area is steeped in history. 


Possible answers: 


1 


2 


3 


4 


| think the Palace of Congresses in the Kremlin in Moscow blends in very well with the 
cathedrals and other old buildings there. 

| live in Cambridge and the old city centre is often bursting with tourists, particularly 

in summer. 

Cambridge, particularly the ancient university there, could certainly be said to be steeped 
in tradition. 

My house backs onto a primary school. 


Unit 50 
1 picked 2 cut 3 change 4 rev 5 pull 


Possible answers: 


1 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
1 
2 
3 
4 
1 
2 


The police officer is flagging a car down / flagging down a car. 
The driver is picking up a hitchhiker / picking a hitchhiker up. 
The aeroplanes are stacked up over an airport. 

The tyre has blown out. 

The car is branching off the main road. 

The car has been blocked in. 


The police flagged down a lorry and found ten stowaways on board. 
| was woken by a car revving up outside my bedroom window. 

That car nearly caused an accident by cutting in on us. 

| was very frightened when my tyre blew out on the motorway. 


stow away 5 castaway 
knocked over 6 branches off 
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51.1 


51.2 
51.3 


52.1 


3 blocked; in 7 pick; up 
4 pulled; over / flagged; down 8 stacked up 
Over to you 

Author’s answer: 


Ih 


ad a wonderful holiday once driving down the Rhone Valley with a friend and her husband. 


We set off from Switzerland, where they were living at the time, in their British car which 


ha 


d the steering wheel on the right-hand side. The problem was that her husband, the only 


driver among us, couldn't stand having another car in front of him. If a car picked up enough 
speed to pass us, he insisted on immediately pulling out to overtake it. Yet, because he was 


on 
in 


the right-hand side of the car, he didn't have a clear view of the road ahead, so he'd cut 
ahead of the car he'd overtaken in an alarming way to avoid crashing into the oncoming 


traffic. In the end we were flagged down by a policeman, who told him off for driving in such 
a dangerous way. Although we saw some great places, | was quite relieved when we got back 


to Switzerland without having had any serious accidents. 
Unit 51 
1 root out 7 stake out 
2 put out 8 sound; out 
3 pick up 9 ferret out 
4 leaked out 10 get out 
5 confide in 11 writing; up 
6 worm; out of 
lec 2e 3d 4a 5g 6 b 7f 
1 The conservatives got in in 2015. 
2 Ahelicopter was shot down yesterday. 
3 My great-great-grandfather joined up when he was only 16. 
4 The kidnappers gave themselves up just after midday. 
5 Therebels held out for six weeks. 
6 The government has sent in a group of experts to assess the flood damage. 
7 The government put down the rebellion using massive force. 
8 Mr Fleet is trying to whip up some enthusiasm for the concert he is trying to organise. 
9 Hundreds of people joined in the celebrations outside the palace. 
10 Theodore got onto the party's national committee. 
Unit 52 
Possible answers: 


1 


Its aim was to find out whether claims of fraud were correct or not - and it discovered that the 
claims were justified. 

By hushing up a scandal, the company is trying to keep it secret - which suggests that it is a 
scandal which might harm the reputation of the company in some way. 

It isimplying that the government is not being entirely honest with the public about possible 
health risks. 

Because he/she does not want knowledge of the internal disagreements to become public in case 
the government loses public support. In other words, he/she is trying to hide this information in 
the same way in which wallpaper is sometimes used to paper over cracks in a wall. 

It sounds as if it condemns their behaviour - this is suggested by ‘cover up’. 

The spy has given information about the way in which secret agents spied on diplomats. 
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52.2 
52.3 


52.4 


53.1 


53.2 


53.3 


53.4 


1f 2g 3a 4 b 5c 6h Te 8 d 


As journalists it is our job to try to dig up stories that dishonest people are trying to cover up. 
Sometimes we are accused of spying on innocent people, but surely it is our duty not to allow 
people to paper over their scandals. Often it is not at all difficult to learn secrets. People are 
often eager to confide in someone who is willing to lend a sympathetic ear. Or they let out a 
secret without realising it. Little things like a blush or a quick glance at someone else can be 
a real give-away to an experienced reporter. Of course, sometimes people try to make out 
that they have nothing to hide, and then it can be a good idea to play along with them up to 
a certain point. Then you suddenly take them by surprise with an unexpected question and in 
this way you can often catch them out. 


1 catch 

2 make 

3 let 

4 gave 

(Note that give the game away (= tell someone something that should be kept secret) 
is slightly different from the other examples in this set in that it is a fixed expression or 
an idiom.) 


Unit 53 

imposed 

adhere 

against 

by 

inform 

6 let 

[You may be curious to know how the scores were judged in the original magazine article: 
0 - 3 Call yourself an outlaw!; 3 - 6 You're good, but not very good; 7 - 10 You're a model 
citizen. Congratulations!] 


o1 0 N rn| 


1 The new act went through Parliament last week and will become law on 1 January. 

2 The anti-litter laws should be tightened up; as it is now, nobody is ever prosecuted. 

3 He went on a two-year crime spree before the police finally caught up with him. 

4 She avoided tax by signing over her property to her two sons. 

5 The new law provides for jail sentences of up to ten years for repeat offenders. 

6 Building regulations come under local government rather than national or European law. 

7 The bill was passed by the Lower Chamber but was thrown out by the Senate and never 
became law. 


co 


without too much opposition. 
9 If trials prove successful, the government intends to roll out the scheme across the whole 
country next year. 
10 He was sentenced to three years in prison, but he'll probably be let out in 18 months. 


1 The former CEO of Wilson & Wallace has been let out after serving a ten-year sentence. 

2 If you don't abide by / adhere to the health and safety regulations, you will be punished. 
3 The government plans to toughen up / tighten up the existing laws. 

4 Thelaw reforming the Health Service got through Parliament with a large majority. 

5 Evan'scriminal activity was discovered when his neighbours informed on him. 


Suggested answers: 

1 He was tried last week, found guilty and sent to prison for five years. 

2 This government has introduced / made more new laws than any other in the last 
50 years. 
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The bill will be voted on in Parliament next week, and the government hopes it will get through 


54.1 


54.2 
54.3 


54.4 


55.1 


55.2 
55.3 


55.4 


56.1 


3 The new law will become official / take effect in March. 
4 The military authorities issued / made public an order banning demonstrations in the area 
around the parliament buildings. 


Unit 54 

1 fade out 5 callup 

2 setup 6 drop-down 
3 print off 7 typein 

4 wiped off 


lb 2c 3c 4b 5a 6 b 


These statements are all true for the writer, but whether they are for you will depend on your 
own computer - and on how you have set it up. 


Possible answers: 

1 The advantage of a wireless connection is that you don’t have to wire everything up. 

2 You can print a document by selecting the print icon or by going to the File menu and 
choosing Print. 

3 It's quite easy to set up a website with these step-by-step instructions. 

4 Whenever switch on my computer, it takes time to warm up. 

5 |can use this cable to listen to my MP3 player in the car by plugging it into the car radio. 

6 Ifthe printer is beginning to run out of ink, a warning light usually comes on. 


Unit 55 
1 gobble/wolf; down 
2 picks at 
3 disagreed with 
4 cut;out 
5 puton 
6 eatin;send out 
1 Grace 2 Khadijah 3 Rory 4 Oliver 5 Lizzie 
1 
S 
?;d | i | p w alts] h| e ?d 
i a o So} n 
l t a w 
Tsl ll i|c|e k n 
r 


Possible answers: 

Shellfish often disagree with people. 

A tart can be sliced up. 

| often serve up roast chicken at the weekend. 

Rice or potatoes fill you up. 

I should cut down on cakes and biscuits. 

In Britain people often send out for a curry or for a pizza. 


oU» 0) hMN HE 


Unit 56 


1 came down 4 cameat 
2 comesin 5 coming in 
3 come down 6 came at 
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56.2 


56.3 


56.4 


57.1 


57.2 


57.3 


57.4 


57.5 


58.1 


58.2 


1 up against 5 out with 

2 off 6 across 

3 into 7 into 

4 under 8 in 

1 Álvaro's English has come on a lot since he met Flora. 

2 Hugo comes across as confident and extrovert. 

3 The Prime Minister has come in for a considerable amount of criticism lately. 

4 Ellen comes out with some very strange comments sometimes. 

5 This history homework does not come up to the standards we expect from our students. 
6 We've had a difficult year, but we've come through (it) and are looking forward to the future now. 
7 Atthis point | should like to invite Anastasia Snow to come in. 

8 | was afraid the dog was going to come at me. 

1 come up to 2 come up against 3 come under 4 come into 

Unit 57 

1 It's time she got her act together and found a job. 

2 The children always get up to mischief when I’m not looking. 

3 | must get to the bottom of that strange letter | received. 

4 We got down to business immediately. / We immediately got down to business. 
5 Modern life is too complicated. We should get back to basics. 

1 getin on the act 

2 getby 

3 got around 

4 getthe message across 

5 getaway with murder 

6 gether out of my mind 

1 down 5 in 

2 off 6 upto 

3 off 7 into 

4 outof 8 together 


Possible answers: 


oU» 0h) Ee 


When do you normally finish work? 

Do you travel a lot and do things away from home or from your normal place of work? 
Is there any time of the year when you find it hard to return to the routine of your daily life? 
What have you been doing recently? 

What sort of things make you feel depressed? 

Where do you usually meet your friends socially? 


Possible answers: 


1 | normally get off work at about 5 o'clock in the evening. 

2 | get around quite a bit - particularly in the summer months. 

3 | find it hard to get back into the routine of my daily life after my summer holiday. 
4 l've been away on a trip to the Czech Republic. 

5 Grey, damp days get me down. 

6 My friends and | usually get together at a café in town. 

Unit 58 

1 into 4 down 

2 after/for 5 ahead 

3 over 6 for 


1g 2 d 3f 4a 5h 6b Tc 8e 
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58.3 


58.4 


59.1 


59.2 


59.3 
59.1 


60.1 


60.2 


60.3 


60.4 


1 Lara has been promised that her name will go forward for a place on the board of directors 
next year. 


2 Going by the weather forecast, there'll be snow tomorrow. 

3 They went through a terrible time during their daughter's illness. 

4 You really mustn't go around telling such terrible lies. 

5 Cameron has always wanted to go into law. 

6 The journalists went after her wherever she went. 

1 for 2 down 3 over 4 off 

Unit 59 

1 to 5 ahead 

2 in 6 up 

3 back 7 outof 

4 from 8 up with 

1 Please keep your music, TVs and radios down during the exam period. 
2 Every household will be asked to contribute £10 a month towards the upkeep of the village 


recreation ground. 
3 All team members are strongly advised to keep off fatty foods during the training period. It is 
important to keep your fitness up to the highest level. 


1 to 2 on 3 up 


Possible answers: 

1 Noisy neighbours have occasionally kept me up. 

2 | was once kept in hospital after being hit on the head by a football. 

3 I’m going to regularly revise the units in this book and am also going to make a point of noting 
down any examples of phrasal verbs | find when I’m reading English. 


Unit 60 

1 take someone aback 

2 take away from 

3 take off 

4 takeout 

1 along 4 up 

2 away 5 off 

3 aback 

1 Martin does the best take-off of the Prime Minister that | have ever seen. 

2 Aridiculous amount of my time is taken up with dealing with emails. 

3 Eventhe rain could not take away from the beauty of the scene. 

4 | was taken aback when | was told that | was no longer allowed to park in front of my own house. 
5 Would you like me to take up your concerns with the manager? Or Would you like me to take 


your concerns up with the manager? 

We are expecting a particularly large intake of students next week. 

We decided it would be nicer to take our aunt away for the weekend rather than having her stay 
with us. 

The uptake of places for the weekend seminar has been rather disappointing. 


ND 


Let’s take down the decorations tomorrow. 

The doctor has agreed to take my elderly uncle off those pills for his arthritis. 

Her parents took her away to their holiday home. 

My favourite part of a flight is when the plane takes off. 

Robert’s being there took away from our enjoyment of the evening. 

After Stan had been working in the kitchens for a week, he was taken off washing-up duties. 


oU» Chlor Cc 
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Mini dictionary 


This Mini dictionary includes the definitions of the phrasal verbs and related noun and 
adjective forms that are practised in this book. Note that many of the phrasal verbs have 
other meanings which do not appear here. Refer to a good dictionary such as the Cambridge 
Dictionary of Phrasal Verbs for a full list of English phrasal verbs. 


The numbers in the Mini dictionary are Unit numbers not page numbers. 


abide by sth to accept or obey an agreement, 
rule, or decision 53 


accede to sth formal to agree to something that 
someone has asked for [e.g. request, demand], 
often after disagreeing with it 6 


account for sth to explain the reason for 
something or the cause of something 17 


add up to be a reasonable or likely explanation 
for something 17 


add up to increase and become a large number 
or amount 26 


add up (sth) or add (sth) up to calculate the 
total of two or more numbers 1 


add up to sth to have a particular result or 
effect 17 


adhere to sth formal to obey a rule or principle 53 
agree to both sides accept something 23 


(not) agree with sb if a type of food or drink 
does not agree with you, it makes you feel 
slightly ill 55 

aim at sth/doing sth to intend to achieve 
something, or to be intended to achieve 
something 34 


aim sth at sb to intend something to influence 
someone, or to be noticed or bought by 
someone 35 

allow for sth to take something into 
consideration 33 

amount to sth to become a particular amount 26 

arrive at sth to achieve an agreement or 
decision, especially after thinking about it or 
discussing it for a long time 29 

ascribe sth to sth formal to believe or say that 
something is caused by something else 6 

ask around to ask several people in order to try 
to get information or help 9 

be asking for sth informal to behave stupidly in 
a way that is likely to cause problems for you 6 

couldn't ask for sb/sth if you say that you 
couldn't ask for someone or something better, 
you mean that that person or thing is the best 
oftheir kind 6 
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ask out sb or ask sb out to invite someone to 
come with you to a place such as the cinema 
or a restaurant, especially as a way of starting 
a romantic relationship 6 


associate sth with sth to connect someone 
or something in your mind with someone or 
something else 2, 18 


attend to sb/sth to deal with a situation or 
problem 6 


attribute sth to sth slightly formal to believe or say 
that something is the result of something else 17 


average out at sth to have as the average 
number 26 


back off to stop being involved in a situation, 
especially in order to allow other people to 
deal with it themselves 12 


back onto sth if a building backs onto 
something, its back faces that thing 49 


back up (sth) or back (sth) up to make a copy of 
computer information so that you do not loseit 6 


back-up n support, help or something that 
you have arranged in case your main plans or 
equipment go wrong 3, 54 

bail out sb/sth or bail sb/sth out to help a person 
or organisation by giving them money 6, 36 


balance out to make things equal 26 


bang about/around to move around a place, 
making a lot of noise 9 


bang down sth or bang sth down to put 
something down with force, often because you 
are angry 21 


base sth on sth if you base something on 
particular facts or ideas, you use those facts or 
ideas to develop that thing 6, 34 


bat around sth or bat sth around to talk about 
a plan or idea and to discuss different ways of 
dealing with it 24 


bear on sth formal to be directly connected 
to something 6 


bear out sth/sb or bear sth/sb out to prove 
that something that someone has said or 
written [e.g. claim, theory] is true, or to say 
that someone is telling the truth 52 


bear up to deal with a very sad or difficult 
situation in a brave and determined way 28 


beat down if the sun beats down, it shines 
strongly and makes the air very hot 48 


beat down if the rain beats down, it comes 
down in large amounts with force 48 


beaver away informalto work hard at 
something for a long time, especially 
something you are writing 31 


belt out sth or belt sth out informal to sing or 
to play a musical instrument very loudly 21 


bend down to move the top part of your body 
towards the ground 44 


bend to sb/sth to do something you don't 
want to do 23 


blast out (sth) or blast (sth) out to produce a 
lot of noise, especially loud music 21 


blend in/into sth if something or someone 
blends in, they look or seem the same as the 
things or people around them and so you do 
not notice them 49 


block in sb/sth or block sb/sth in to put a car 
or other vehicle so close to another vehicle 
that it cannot drive away 50 


block out sth or block sth out to stop 
yourself from thinking about something 
unpleasant because it upsets you 18 


block up sth or block sth up to fill a hole so 
that nothing can pass through it 37 


blot out sth or blot sth out if smoke or a 
cloud blots out the sun, it covers it and 
prevents it from being seen 48 


blow out ifa cartyre blows out, it suddenly 
bursts 50 


blow up sth or blow sth up to make 
something seem much worse or much better 
than it really is 15 


blunder about/around to move in an 
awkward way, usually because you cannot 
see where you are going 9 


blurt out sth or blurt sth out to say something 
suddenly and without thinking, especially 
because you are excited or nervous 45 

boarded-up adj covered with pieces of wood 49 

be bogged down to become so involved in 
the details of something that you cannot 
achieve anything 31 

boil down to sth slightly informal if a situation 
or problem boils down to a particular thing, 
that is the main reason for it 7 


bombard sb with sth to direct a lot of something 
[e.g. questions, letters] at one person 45 


boom out (sth) to speak in a loud voice, or to 
make a loud noise 21 


bore into sb if someone's eyes bore into you, 
they look at you very hard and make you feel 
nervous 40 


boss about/around sb or boss sb about/ 
around to tell people what they should do 
all the time 9 


botch up sth or botch sth up informal to 
spoil a piece of work by doing it badly 28 

bottom out if a situation, level, or rate that 
is getting worse bottoms out, it reaches the 
lowest point and remains at that level or 
amount, usually before improving 19 


bounce sth off sb informal to tell someone 
about an idea or plan in order to find out 
what they think of it 24 


bow to sb/sth to do something you don't 
want to do 23 


bowl over sb or bowl sb over to surprise or 
please someone a lot 41 


box in sb or box sb in to prevent someone 
from doing what they wantto do 11 


branch off if a road or path branches off, it 
goes in another direction 2, 49 


branch off to leave a main road by turning 
onto a smaller road 50 


breakaway adj a breakaway group is a group of 
people that stop being part of another group, 
often because they disagree with them 1 


break down if a machine or vehicle breaks 
down, it stops working 4 


break down if a discussion, system or 
relationship breaks down, it fails because of 
a disagreement or problem 28 


break down sth or break sth down to divide 
information or a piece of work into smaller 
parts so that it is easier to understand or 
deal with 24 


breakdown n when talks between two groups 
of people fail because of a disagreement or 
problem 3 

break-in n when someone manages to get in 
a building by using force, usually in order to 
steal something 3 

break into sth to become involved in a type 
of business or activity that is difficult to 
become involved in 35 
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break into sth to start to use an amount of 
money or food that you have been saving 36 


break off sth or break sth off to separate a 
part from a larger piece 47 


break out in/into sth if you break out in a 
sweat, it suddenly appears on your skin 43 


breakout n when someone escapes from 
prison 1 


breakout n when something dangerous 
and unpleasant, like war, disease or fire, 
suddenly starts 3 


break through (sth) if the suns breaks 
through or breaks through the clouds, it 
starts to appear from behind the clouds 48 


break up sth or break sth up if an event 
breaks up a period of time, it makes it more 
interesting by being different to what you 
are doing for the rest of the time 16 


break up (sth) or break (sth) up if an 
occasion when people meet [e.g. meeting, 
party] breaks up, or if someone breaks it up, 
it ends and people start to leave 19 


break up (sth) or break (sth) up ifa fight 
breaks up, or if someone breaks it up, the 
people in it stop fighting or are made to stop 
fighting 20 

breeze in/into swh to walk in quickly and 
confidently 48 


breeze through sth slightly informal to succeed 
in something [e.g. exam] very easily 48 


brim with sth to have or show a lot of a good 
emotion or good quality 41 


bring forward sth or bring sth forward to 
change the date or time of an event so that 
it happens earlier than planned 16 


bring in sb/sth or bring sb/sth in if 
something, for example a company, brings 
people or business in, it attracts people, 
often encouraging them to buy products or 
services 35 

bring in sth or bring sth in to earn or make a 
particular amount of money 11 

bring in sth or bring sth in if a government 
or organisation brings in something new 
[e.g. law, rule], they make it exist for the 
first time 53 

bring out sth or bring sth out to produce 
something to sell to the public 35 


bring out sth or bring sth out to make a 
particular quality more noticeable 40 
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bring together sb or bring sb together to 
cause people to be friendly with each other, 
especially people who have argued with 
each other or who would not usually be 
friendly with each other 39 


bring up sb or bring sb up to look after a 
child and educate them until they are old 
enough to look after themselves 47 


bring up sth or bring sth up to start to talk 
about something 33 

broken down adj if a machine or vehicle is 
broken-down it no longer works 4 


brush down/off sb/sth or brush sb/sth 
down to use a brush or your hand to 
remove something 7 


brush off sb/sth or brush sb/sth off to refuse 
to listen to what someone says, or to refuse 
to think about something seriously 7 


build in sth or build sth in to include 
something as part of a system 11 


build up (sth) or build (sth) up to increase 
in amount, size, or strength, or to make 
something increase in amount, size, or 
strength 3, 26 

build up sb or build sb up to make someone 
healthier and stronger after an illness, 
especially by making sure that they eat a lot 43 

build-up n when something increases in 
amount, size or strength 3 

built-in adj if something is built-in, it is made 
so that it fits into part of a wall or room 4 

bump sb off or bump off sb informal to kill 
someone 20 

bump up sth or bump sth up informal to 
increase the size or amount of something 
[e.g. price] by a large amount 26 

bunged-up adj slightly informal blocked nose 43 

buoy up sth or buoy sth up to support 
something and help to make it more 
successful 22 

burn out or burn yourself out informal to have 
to stop working because you have become ill or 
very tired from working too hard 43 

burst out sth if you burst out laughing or 
crying, you suddenly start to laugh or cry 21 

be bursting with sth to be very full with 
something 49 

bury yourself in sth to give all your attention 
to something 32 

bust-up n informal an angry argument 20 


bust-up n informal a breakin a relationship 39 


butter up sb or butter sb up informalto be 
very nice to someone so that they will do 
what you want them to do 39 


buy out sb/sth or buy sb/sth out to buy part 
of a company or building that belonged to 
someone else so that you own all of it 3, 35 


buyout n the buying of a company, especially 
by the people who previously managed it or 
worked for it 3 


buy up sth or buy sth up to quickly buy a lot 
of something, often all that is available 6, 15 

call in (on) British & Australian to visit a place 
or person for a short time, usually while you 
are going somewhere else 6, 42 


call on sth formal to use something, 
especially a quality that you have, in order to 
achieve something 6 


call out sb or call sb out to order workers 
to strike (7 to refuse to work because of an 
argument with an employer) 31 


call up sb or call sb up to order someone to 
join the army, navy, or airforce 51 


call up sth or call sth up if something calls 
up a memory or an idea, it makes you 
remember or think about it 18 


call up sth or call sth up to find and show 
information on a computer screen 54 


calm down (sb) or calm (sb) down to stop 
feeling upset, angry, or excited, or to make 
someone stop feeling this way 30 


capitalise on sth to use a situation in order to 
achieve something good for yourself 27 


not care for sth/sb formal to not like 
something or someone 41 


carry forward sth or carry sth forward to 
include an amount of money in a later set of 
calculations 6, 36 


carry off sth or carry sth off to succeed in 
doing or achieving something difficult 27 


carry out sth or carry sth out to complete a 
task 33 


cash in on sth to make money from an event 
or situation, or to get some other advantage 
from it, often in an unfair way 11 


cash up British & Australian to count all the 
money taken by a shop or business at the 
end of the day 36 

be cast away to be on an island with no other 
people after swimming from a ship that is 
sinking 1, 50 


cast-offs n clothes which have been given 
to somebody else because the first owner 
cannot use them any more 38 


catch on slightly informal to understand 
something, especially after a long time 24 


catch out sb or catch sb out to discover that 
someone is lying or doing something wrong 52 


catch up on/with sth to do something you 
did not have time to do earlier 2 


catch up with sb if someone in authority [e.g. 
police, tax officials] catches up with you, they 
discover that you have been doing something 
wrong and often punish you for it 53 


be caught up in sth to become involved in an 
activity or situation which prevents you from 
moving or making progress 28 


cater for sb/sth to provide all the things that 
people need or want in a particular situation 34 


cave in to agree to something that you were 
against before, after someone has persuaded 
you or threatened you 22, 23 


change down British and Australian to put a 
vehicle into a lower gear (7 part of a machine 
that controls the speed of a vehicle), usually 
in order to go slower 50 


chase sb/sth off/out or chase off/out sb/sth to 
run after a person or an animal in a threatening 
way in order to make them leave 47 


chatter away to talk continuously 21 


cheat on sb informal to behave in a dishonest 
way towards your husband, wife, or 
usual sexual partner by having a sexual 
relationship with someone else 39 


check off sth or check sth off to look at each 
item on a list, or to write something next to 
each item on a list, in order to make sure 
that everything or everyone on it is correct, 
present, or has been dealt with 32 


cheer on sb or cheer sb on to shout 
encouraging words at someone, especially a 
person or team in a race or competition, or 
to receive encouraging words or shouts 22 

chip in (sth) or chip (sth) in slightly informal 
to give an amount of money, especially 
when a group of people are giving money to 
pay for something together 36 

chirp away if a bird chirps away, it sings 
continuously 21 

choke back/down sth or choke sth back/ 
down to force yourself not to show your 
feelings 41 
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chuck away/out sth or chuck sth away/ 
out informal to get rid of something that is 
not needed anymore 37 


clam up informal to become silent or to refuse 
to speak about something, usually because 
you are shy or afraid 45 


clean out sb or clean sb out informal if 
someone cleans you out, they take or use 
all the money you have, or if something 
expensive cleans you out, you spend all the 
money you have on it 36 


clean out sth or clean sth out to steal 
everything from a place 14 


clean up after sb to remove dirt someone 
has made, or to make a place tidy by putting 
things back where they belong 37 


clean up your act to start to behave better 8 


clear sth away or clear away sth to remove 
things in order to make a place tidy 37 


clear out informal to leave a place 46 


clear up ifan illness clears up, or if medicine 
clears an illness up, the illness goes away 43 


clear up sth or clear sth up to give or find an 
explanation for something, or to deal with a 
problem or disagreement 28 


clear up after sb to remove dirt someone has 
made, or to make a place tidy by putting 
things back where they belong 37 


climb down to admit that you are wrong 7 


climb down if you climb down from a tree, 
you go back down to the ground 7 


close off sth or close sth off to put something 
across the entrance to something, in order to 
prevent people from entering it 49 


cloud over if someone's face clouds over, they 
suddenly look unhappy or worried 48 


clown about/around to act in a silly way 9 


clutter up sth or clutter sth up to fill 
something in an untidy or badly organised 
way 37 

coast along to do only the things that you 
have to do without trying to go faster or be 
more successful 31 


cobble together sth or cobble sth together 
to make something quickly and not very 
carefully 31 

come across if an idea or an emotion comes 
across in writing, film, music, or when 
someone is speaking, it is expressed clearly 
and people understand it or notice it 32 
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come across to behave in a way which makes 
people believe that you have a particular 
characteristic 40, 56 


come across sth/sb to discover something by 
chance, or to meet someone by chance 1 


come along to start to exist, happen, or be 
available 1 


come around/round if a regular event comes 
around, it happens at its usual time 16 


come around/round to agree to a plan 
or idea that you were against, or to stop 
having a bad opinion about something, after 
thinking about it for a long time or being 
persuaded by other people that itis good 29 


come at sb to move towards someone in 
order to attack them 20, 56 


come at sth to think about something in a 
particular way 24, 56 


come back if something comes back to you, 
you remember it 18 


come between sb if an argument or other 
problem comes between two or more 
people, it spoils their relationship 39 


come down if you come down when you 
are suggesting a price for something, you 
suggest or agree to a lower price 10 


come down if a story or tradition comes 
down, it is passed from older people to 
younger people so that it continues 10, 56 

come down if a price or level comes down, it 
becomes lower 56 

come in to start speaking during a 
discussion 11, 56 


come in if the tide (= the regular change in 
the level of the sea) comes in, the sea comes 
higher up the beach 47, 56 

come in for sth if someone comes in for 
criticism or praise, they are criticised or 
praised for something they have done 56 

come into sth to get money from someone 
who has died 36 

come into sth to begin to exist or happen, or 
to begin to be fashionable 53 

come into (being) to begin 56 

come into it if you say that a particular emotion 
or quality [e.g. pride, love, luck] comes into it 
when you are describing a situation, you mean 
that it influences the situation 56 

come into one’s own to be very successful 8 


come off sth to stop using medicine or 
drugs 43 


come off better/worse to end up in a good 
or bad position because of an argument or 
some kind of struggle 56 


Come off it! something that you say in order 
to tell someone that you do not believe 
them or that you disagree with them or are 
angry with them 30 


come on if something [e.g. lights, heating] or 
a supply of something [e.g. water, electricity] 
comes on, it starts working 54 


come on to improve in a skill, or to make 
progress 56 


Come on! something that you say in order to 
tell someone that you do not believe them 
or that you disagree with them or are angry 
with them 30 


come out if you describe how something or 
someone comes out at the end of a process 
or activity, you describe what condition they 
are in or what they have achieved 27 


come out to go somewhere with someone for 
a social event 39 


come out if the sun, the moon, or a star 
comes out, it appears in the sky; also applies 
to flowers and leaves which appear on 
plants in spring 47 

come out against to state publicly that you 
are opposed to an issue 22 


come out in favour of to state publicly that 
you support an issue 22 


come out of sth if something comes out of a 
process or an event, itis one of the results 17 


come out with sth to say something 
suddenly 56 


come over sb if a feeling comes over you, you 
suddenly experience it 41 


come over sth if an announcement comes 
over a public address system, people can 
hear the announcement 21 


come round to to agree with somebody else's 
idea or opinion after a long time thinking 
about it or discussing it 23, 29 

come through sth to manage to get to the 
end of a difficult situation 56 

come to (an agreement) to agree on 
something after discussion 23 

come under sth to be controlled or dealt with 
by a particular authority 53 


come under sth if something or someone 
comes under a particular action by other 
people [e.g. attack, criticism, scrutiny, review, 
pressure], that thing is done to them 56 

come up if an event is coming up, it will 
happen soon 16 


come up if information comes up ona 
computer screen, it appears there 54 


come up against sth/sb to have to deal 
with a difficult situation or someone who 
disagrees with you or tries to stop you doing 
what you want todo 56 


come up to sth to reach an acceptable or 
expected standard 56 


comeback n when a performer gives a 
performance he hopes will make him 
popular again 3 

confide in sb to tell someone things that you 
keep secret from other people 51, 52 


conjure up sth or conjure sth up to make 
something [e.g. picture, image, memory] 
appear in someone's mind 18 

consist of sth to be formed from two or more 
things 34 

contend with sth to have to deal with a 
difficult or unpleasant situation 2, 34 


contribute to sth to be one of the causes of 
an eventor situation 17 


cope with sth to deal successfully with a 
problem or difficult situation 2 


cordon off sth or cordon sth off if people in 
authority [e.g. police] cordon off an area, 
they put something around it in order to 
stop people from entering it 12 


cotton on informal to begin to understand a 
situation or fact 24 


cough up (sth) or cough (sth) up informal 
to provide money for something, especially 
when you are not very willing to do this 36 

count against sb/sth to make someone or 
something more likely to fail 32 

count sb in to include a person in a plan or 
activity 23 

count on sth to expect something to happen, 
and make plans which depend on this thing 
happening 13 

count out sb or count sb out informal to not 
include someone in an activity 14, 23 

count towards sth to be part of what is 
needed in order to complete something or 
achieve something 32 
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cover up (sth) or cover (sth) up to stop 
people from discovering the truth about 
something bad 52 


cover-up n ifsomeone stops people from 
discovering the truth about something bad 1 


cream off sb or cream sb off to separate the 
cleverest or most skilful people from a group 
and treat them differently 32 


creep up on sb if a date or an event creeps 
up on someone, it seems to come or happen 
sooner than they were expecting 16 


creep up on sb to move closer to someone, 
usually from behind, without being seen by 
them 46 


cross off sth or cross sth off (sth) to 
remove a word from a list by drawing a 
line through it 32 


cross over to start to support a different, 
often opposing, person or group 22 


crowd around/round (sth/sb) to surround 
something or someone, standing very close 
to them 9 


cry out (sth) or cry (sth) out to suddenly 
shout something in a loud voice, especially 
to get someone's attention 14 


curlup to lie or sit with your back curved and 
your knees close to your stomach 44 


cut down sth or cut sth down if you cut 
down a tree or bush, you make it fall to the 
ground by cutting it near the bottom 47 


cut in to suddenly drive in front of someone, 
not leaving enough space between the two 
vehicles 50 


cut in (on) (sth) to interrupt what someone 
is saying by saying something yourself 11, 45 

cut off sth or cut sth off to stop the supply 
of something such as electricity, gas or 
water 2, 12 

cut off (from) swh to be in a separate space 
or area and unable to communicate with 
people in a different space or area 12 

cut off your nose to spite your face to do 
something because you are angry, though it 
may cause you more problems 8 

cut out sth or cut sth out to stop eating 
or drinking something, usually in order to 
improve your health 55 

be cut out for sth to have the right qualities 
for something, especially a job 31 


dash off informal to leave a place quickly 5 
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dealin sth to buy and sell particular goods as 
a business 35 


deal with sth to take action in order to achieve 
something, or in order to solve a problem 42 


decide on sth/sb to choose something or 
someone after thinking carefully 29 


defer to sb/sth formal to accept someone 
else's opinion because they know more than 
you or are more important than you 22, 23 


depend on sth/sb to need the help or support 
of something or someone in order to survive 
or continue as before 13 


depend on sth/sb if something depends on 
a particular situation, condition, or person, 
itis influenced by them or cannot change 
without them 17 


deprive sb/sth of sth to take something 
important away from someone 2, 34 


descend to sth/doing sth to behave badly in 
a way that other people would not expect 
you to 40 


detract from sth to make something seem 
less good than it really is or than it was 
thought to be 34 


devote sth to sth/doing sth to use all of 
something, for example your life or your 
time, for a particular purpose 34 


die away if something, especially a sound, 
dies away, it gradually becomes less strong 
or clear and then stops 2 


die down if something, especially noise or 
excitement, dies down, it gradually becomes 
less loud or strong until it stops 21 


die out to become more and more rare and 
then disappear completely 47 


dig up sth or dig sth up to take something 
out of the ground by digging 47 


dig up sth or dig sth up to discover new facts 
about a person or situation after a lot of 
searching 52 


dig your heels in to refuse to do what others 
try to persuade you to do 8 

dip sth in (sth) to quickly put something into 
something else and then take it out again, 
especially biscuits in tea or coffee 55 

disagree with sb if a type of food disagrees 
with you, it makes you feel slightly ill or 
uncomfortable 55 

dive in/into sth to start doing something 
suddenly without thinking about it 7 


do in sb or do sb in informal to attack or kill 
someone 29 


do in sb or do sbin informal to make 
someone extremely tired 43 


do out sth or do sth out British & Australian 
to decorate or clean a room 37 


do sb out of sth informalto stop someone 
from getting or keeping something, in a 
dishonest or unfair way 29 

do up sth or do sth up to wrap something 
[esp. present] in paper 25 

do up sth or do sth up to repair something, 
or to improve the appearance of something, 
especially a building 49 

do yourself up to make yourself look more 
attractive 29 


do without (sth/sb) to manage without 
something or someone 29 


doom (sb/sth) to sth to make someone or 
something sure to fail or suffer in a particular 
way 27 

dot sth with sth if a place is dotted with 
something, it has many of them, all over the 
place 49 


double back to turn and go back in the 
direction that you have come from 46 


double (sb) over/up to suddenly bend your 
body forwards because you are laughing a 
lot or you are in pain 44 


double up as sth if something designed for one 
purpose can double up as something else, it 
can also be used for something else 25 


downcast adj sad and depressed 4 
downpour n a sudden, heavy fall of rain 3 


drag sb away from informal to make 
somebody stop doing something, so that 
they can do something else 7 


drag sb/sth into sth to talk about or bring 
someone or something into a difficult or 
unpleasant situation, especially when that 
person or thing is seen as being connected 
with the situation 20 


drag out (sth) or drag (sth) out to continue 
for longer than is necessary, or to make 
something do this 16 

drag sth out of sb to make someone tell you 
something that they do not want to tell you 45 

draw back to move away from someone 
or something, usually because you are 
surprised or afraid 46 


draw on sth to use information from 
somewhere 33 


draw out sb or draw sb out to help someone 
who is shy to feel more confident 40 


draw out sth or draw sth out to make 
something continue for longer than is usual 
or necessary 14 


Dream on! something that you say in order to 
tell someone that what they are hoping for is 
not possible and will not happen 30 


dress up (sb) or dress (sb) up to put on 
someone else's clothes to make yourself 
look like someone else, or to make someone 
do this, usually as a game 38 


drink in to look at, listen to, or experience 
something with all your attention and to 
enjoy it very much 7 

drink to sb/sth to hold up your glass before 
drinking from it in order to celebrate something 
or to wish someone success or happiness 55 


drink up (sth) or drink (sth) up to completely 
finish your drink 30 


drive off to leave in a vehicle 5 


drone on to talk for a long time in a very 
boring way 13, 21 

drop back if you are moving forward in a 
group of people and you drop back, you 
move to a position nearer the back 46 


drop by British & Australian informal to make 
a short visit to someone in their home, 
usually without arranging it before 42 


drop-down menu a list of choices which 
appears on a computer screen 54 

drop off to fall asleep 2, 43 

drop off sb/sth or drop sb/sth off to take 
someone to a place that they want to go to, or 
to deliver something to a place, usually in a car, 
often when you are going somewhere else 2 

drop out to not do something that you were 
going to do, or to stop doing something 14 

drop out if a student drops out, they stop 
going to classes before they have finished 
their course 32 

drown out sth or drown sth out if a loud 
noise drowns out another noise, it prevents 
it from being heard 21 

drum up sth to increase interest in something 
or support for something 29 

dry out (sth) or dry (sth) out to make 
something dry, or to become dry 47 
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dry up if a supply of something dries up, it 
ends 19 

dry up to stop speaking when you are acting 
or making a speech, especially because you 
suddenly forget what to say next 45 


dry up if an area of water [esp. river, lake] 
dries up, the water in it disappears 47 


dumb down sth or dumb sth down to make 
something [e.g. textbook, curriculum] 
simpler and easier to understand 51 


dwell on sth to think or talk about a 
particular subject for too long 13 


ease off/up to gradually stop or become less 5 


ease off/up to start to work less or to do 
things with less energy 31 


eat away atsb if a memory or bad emotion 
[e.g. bitterness, shame] eats away at 
someone, they think about it a lot and it 
makes them very unhappy 18 


eat away at sth to gradually destroy 
something by continuously damaging it or 
taking little parts of it away 47 


eatin to have a meal at home, not in a 
restaurant 55 


eatinto sth to use or take away a large part 
of something valuable [e.g. savings, profits, 
leisure time, business] 7 


eat up sth or eat sth up to eat all the food 
you have been given 15 


Eat up! something that you say to someone, 
especially a child, in order to tell them to eat 
their food 30 


egg on sb or egg sb on to encourage 
someone to do something, often something 
that is wrong, stupid, or dangerous, or to be 
encouraged to do something 22 

eke out sth or eke sth out to use something 
slowly or carefully because you only have a 
small supply of it 16 

encroach on sth to gradually cover more and 
more of an area of land 49 

end up to finally be in a situation 33 

engage sb in conversation if you engage 
someone in conversation, you try to start a 
conversation with them 45 

expand on sth to give more details about 
something you have said or written 45 

explain away sth or explain sth away to 
give a reason for something bad happening 
which makes other people think that it is not 
so bad or that it is not your fault 45 
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face up to sth to accept that a difficult or 
unpleasant situation exists 2 


factor in sth or factor sth in to include 
something when making a calculation or 
when trying to understand something 11 


fade in ifthe sound or picture of a film or 
recording fades in, or if you fade it in, it 
becomes gradually louder or brighter so that 
you can hear it or see it clearly 54 


fade out if the sound or picture of a film or 
recording fades out, or if you fade it out, it 
gradually becomes quieter or less clear until 
you cannot hear or see it any more 54 


fall apart if an organisation, system, or 
agreement falls apart, it fails or stops 
working effectively 19 


fallback adj a fallback position is something 
you use when other things have failed, or 
when there are no other choices 4 


fall back on sth to use something when other 
things have failed, or when there are no 
other choices 28 


fall behind (sb) to fail to remain level with a 
group of people that is moving forwards 32 


fall behind (sb) to fail to score as many 
points as another team or player in a 
competition 27 


fallin if a structure [e.g. roof, ceiling] falls in, 
it drops to the ground because it is weak or 
damaged 49 

fall off if the amount, rate, or quality of 
something falls off, it becomes smaller or 
lower 26 

fall through if a plan or agreement falls 
through, it fails to happen 6, 27 

farm out sth or farm sth out to give work to 
other people instead of doing it yourself 31 

feed on sth if an animal feeds on a particular 
type of food, it usually eats that food 47 

feel up to sth/doing sth to feel physically and 
mentally strong enough to do something 41 

fend for yourself to take care of yourself 
without needing help from other people 47 

ferret out sth or ferret sth out to find 
something after searching for it 51 

fight back sth or fight sth back to try hard 
not to show an emotion, or to try hard not to 
let your emotions control what you do 41 

fight off sb/sth or fight sb/sth off to use 
violence so that something or someone goes 
away 20 


fill up sb or fill sb up if food fills someone 
up, it makes them feel as if they have eaten 
enough 55 


finish off sb or finish sb off to make 
someone so tired, weak, or unhappy that 
they are unable to continue what they 
were doing 12 


finish up (sth) or finish (sth) up to eat or drink 
all of what you are eating or drinking 15 


finish with sth to stop using or needing 
something 19 


firm up sth or firm sth up to make 
something [e.g. agreement, details, prices] 
more definite or less likely to change 35 


finish off to end or complete something 33 


fish out sth or fish sth out informal to pull 
or take something out of a bag or pocket, 
especially after searching 7 


fitin to be able to be done between other 
activities 16 


fit in with sth if one activity or event fits in 
with another, they exist or happen together 
in a way which is convenient 11 


fix up sth or fix sth up to arrange something 
[esp. meeting] 25 


flag down sth or flag sth down to make a 
vehicle stop by waving at the driver 50 


flare up if someone flares up, they suddenly 
become very angry 20 


flare up if a disease that you had before flares 
up, you suddenly get it again 43 


flash back if your mind or thoughts flash 
back to something that happened to you 
in the past, you suddenly remember that 
thing 18 

flashback n an occasion when you suddenly 
remember something vividly that happened 
to you in the past 18 


flatten out if the rate of something flattens 
out, or if something flattens it out, it stops 
increasing and decreasing and begins to stay 
atthe same level 26 

fling off sth or fling sth off to remove very 
quickly 38 

fling yourself into to start to spend a lot of 
your time and energy doing something 31 

flirt with sb to talk and behave towards 
someone in a way that is sexually attractive 
and which shows that person that you are 
sexually attracted to them 39 


be floating about/around if you say 
something is floating around, you mean that 
you have seen it somewhere but you do not 
know exactly where it is 9 


flood back if memories flood back, you 
suddenly remember very clearly a lot of things 
about an experience or period in the past 18 


flood in/into sth to arrive or enter somewhere 
in very large numbers or amounts 7 


flush out sb/sth or flush sb/sth out to force 
a person or animal to come out of the place 
they are hiding in 47 

fly about/around (swh) if rumours fly around, 
they are made in a way which makes people 
excited 9 


fly atsb to attack someone suddenly and 
violently 20 


fly into sth if someone flies into a particular 
state [e.g. rage, temper, panic] they are 
suddenly in that state 20 

focus (sth) on sth to give a lot of attention to 
one particular activity, situation or idea 13 


fog up if something made of glass [e.g. 
windscreen, glasses] fogs up, or if something 
fogs it up, it becomes covered with small 
drops of water and you cannot see through it 
any more 48 


foldaway adj a foldaway bed has parts that 
can be folded so that it is smaller and can be 
stored somewhere 4 


fold up (sth) or fold (sth) up to make something 
[e.g. cloth, paper, chair] into a smaller, neater 
and usually flatter shape by folding it, or to be 
able to be folded in this way 25 

fold-up adja fold-up chair can be made into a 
smaller, neater and flatter shape by folding it 4 

follow up sth or follow sth up to find out 
more about something 33 

forthcoming adj a forthcoming event, action, 
or product is one which will happen or 
become available soon 4 


be founded on sth to be based on a 
particular idea or belief 34 


free up sth or free sth up to make time or 
money available for a particular use by not 
using it in another way 16 

freeze out sb or freeze sb out to make 
someone feel that they are not part of a 
group by being unfriendly towards them, or 
to stop someone from being included in an 
arrangement or activity 48 


English Phrasal Verbs in Use Advanced 171 


172 


freeze over if water freezes over, it becomes 
covered with ice 2, 47 


freeze up become so afraid you cannot move 
or do anything 48 


freeze up if something [e.g. pipe, lock] freezes 
up, it becomes blocked with ice and stops 
working 48 


fritter away sth or fritter sth away to waste 
something [esp. money, time] by using it in a 
careless way for unimportant things 16 

frown on sth to believe that something is 
wrong and that you should not do it 13 


fry-up n a quick meal made of fried food 55 


fuss over sb/sth to pay too much attention to 
someone or something, especially because 
you want to show that you like them 39 


gain on sb/sth to get nearer to someone or 
something that you are chasing 46 


gang up informal to form a group to act 
against someone else 6 


gather up sth or gather sth up to collect 
several things, especially from different 
places, and put them together 25 


gear sth to/towards sth/sb to design something 
so that it is suitable for a particular purpose, 
situation, or group of people 25 


get across sth or get sth across to successfully 
communicate an idea to other people 57 


get around if news or information gets 
around, a lot of people hear about it 9, 57 


get around to travel to a lot of different 
places 57 


get away with sth/doing sth to succeed 
in not being criticised or punished for 
something wrong that you have done 57 


get away with murder to succeed in not 
being criticised or punished for something 
wrong that you have done 57 

get back into sth to begin doing something 
again after not doing it for a period of time 57 

get back to basics to start again at the 
beginning 57 

get by to have or know just enough of 
something to be able to deal with a 
particular situation but not have or know as 
much as you would like 1, 27 

get by to have just enough money to pay for the 
things that you need, but nothing more 6, 57 

get down or get sth down to manage to write 
down a series of spoken points 33 
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get down to sth/doing sth to start doing 
something seriously and with a lot of your 
attention and effort 57 


get sb down to make someone feel 
unhappy 10, 57 


getin to succeed in getting a place at a 
school, college, or organisation 32 

getin ifa political party or a politician gets in, 
they are elected 51 

get in sth or get sth in to manage to do 
something even though you do not have 
much time because you are busy doing other 
things 57 

get in on sth informal to start to become 
involved in an activity that other people 
are already doing, often without being 
invited to 57 

get into sth to succeed in getting a place at a 
school, college, or organisation 32 

get into sth informal to be thin enough to be 
able to put your clothes on 38 

get into sth to become interested in an 
activity or subject, or to start being involved 
in an activity 42, 57 

get off to leave the place where you work, 
usually at the end of the day 31, 57 

Get off (sb/sth)! something that you say 
in order to tell someone to stop touching 
someone or something 30 

get off on the wrong foot to start something 
badly 8 

get off sb's back to stop nagging someone 57 

get off the ground to get started 57 

be getting on mainly British & Australian informal 
when time is getting on, itis getting late 16 

be getting on informal if someone is getting 
on, they are old 40 

get on like a house on fire to immediately 
like each other 8 

get on to/onto sth to be elected as a member 
of an organisation 51 

get on (with sb) to like someone, and enjoy 
spending time with them 1,2 

get out if news or information gets out, 
people hear about it even though someone 
istrying to keep it secret 51 

get sth out of sth/doing sth to enjoy something 
or think that something is useful 57 

get sth out of your mind to stop thinking 
about something 57 


get over sth to feel better after having an 
illness 43 


get (sb) through sth to succeed in an 
examination or competition, or to help 
someone or something do this 27, 32 


get (sth) through (sth) if a law or proposal 
gets through, or if someone gets a law or 
proposal through, it is officially accepted by 
a government or organisation 53 


get the most out of sb/sth to take maximum 
benefit from something 33 


get to the bottom of sth to understand 
something properly, not superficially 57 


get together if two or more people get 
together, or if someone gets two or more 
people together, they meet in order to do 
something or spend time together 57 


get-together nan informal meeting or 
party 42 


get up to stand up 1 


get up to sth to do something, especially 
something that other people think is 
wrong 42, 57 


get up to sth to reach a particular place in 
something that you are doing and to stop 
there 19 


getup n informal the particular clothing, 
especially when strange or unusual, that 
someone is wearing 38 


get your act together to organise yourself 
more efficiently 8, 57 


give away sth or give sth away to let 
someone know something that should be 
kept secret, often by mistake 52 


give-away n something that makes you 
aware of a fact that someone else was trying 
to keep secret 52 


give in to sth if you give in to an emotion or 
desire, you stop trying not to feel it and you 
allow your actions to be controlled by that 
emotion or desire 41 


give in to sth iwhen someone spends a long 
time trying to persuade you to do or agree 
to something, and you finally agree to it 23 

give up (sth /doing sth) or give (sth) up to 
stop doing an activity or piece of work 
before you have completed it, usually 
because it is too difficult 32 


give yourself up to allow the police to catch 
you 51 


gloss over sth to avoid discussing something, 
or to discuss something without talking 
about the details in order to make it seem 
unimportant 6, 45 


be glued to sth to be watching something 
[esp. television] with all your attention 7 


go after sb to chase or follow someone in 
order to catch them 58 


go after / for sth to try to get something that 
you want [e.g. job] 58 

go against sth if something goes against a 
rule or something you believe in, it does not 
obey it or agree with it 53 

go ahead slightly informal something that you 
say to someone to give them permission to 
start to do something 30 

go ahead if an event goes ahead, it happens 58 

go-ahead adj using new methods and ideas to 
succeed 4 

go along with sth/sb to agree with someone's 
idea or opinion 23 

go around (swh) if an illness goes around, a 
lot of people get it 43 

go around doing sth if someone goes around 
doing something, they spend their time 
behaving badly or doing something that is 
unpleasant for other people 58 

go back over sth to examine or think about 
something again or after it has happened 58 

go back to sth if a situation goes back to a 
particular state, it returns to that state 20 

go by sth to use information or experience 
that you have of someone or something in 
order to help you decide what to do or what 
to think about that person orthing 58 

go down if a computer system goes down, it 
stops working 10, 58 

go down to become worse in quality 58 

go down if part of your body that is bigger than 
usual because of an illness or injury goes down, 
it starts to return to its usualsize 43, 58 

go down to be remembered as part of 
something 10 

go down well-received 10 

go easy on sb to treat someone in a gentle 
way, especially when you want to be or 
should be more severe 30 

go for sb to attack someone 58 

go for sth if something goes for a particular 
amount of money, it is sold for that amount 58 
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Go for it! something that you say to encourage 
someone to try and achieve something 30 

go forward if someone's name goes forward, 
itis suggested that that person should 
compete for an elected position or a job 58 

goin informal if a fact or piece of information 
goes in, you understand it and remember it 24 

goin if the sun or moon goes in, it becomes 
hidden behind a cloud 47 

go in to sth to choose a particular type of 
work as yourjob 31 

go into sth to describe, discuss, or examine 
something in a detailed way 6 

go into sth to start an activity, or start to be in 
a particular state or condition 58 

go off if a light or machine goes off, it stops 
working 54 

go off to happen in a particular way 58 

go off sb/sth to stop liking someone or 
something 5, 41 

goon to continue to exist or happen 4 

goon to talk in an annoying way about 
something for a long time 13 

Go on! something that you say to tell 
someone that you do not believe what they 
have just told you 30 

goon sth to use a computer or the Internet, 
or to visit a website 54 

goonatsb to criticise someone continuously 45 

Go on then! something that you say to 
encourage someone to do something 30 

go on to sth to start to do something after 
you have finished something else 32 

go on to swh to go to a particular place after 
going somewhere else 42 

go out if something which is burning [e.g. fire] 
goes out, it stops burning 14 

go out if the sea or the tide (= movement of 
the sea in and out) goes out, it moves away 
from the beach 47 

go out to sb if your thoughts or sympathies go 
out to someone, you feel very sorry for them 
when they are in a difficult situation 41 

go out together to have a romantic 
relationship 39 

go out with sb to have a romantic 
relationship 39 

go over sth to think about something that has 
happened or something that was said 33, 58 
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go over to sth to leave one group or 
organisation and join a group or organisation 
that is competing against them 6, 58 


be going round in circles to use a lot of time 
and effort with no results 8 


go through if a law, plan, or deal goes through, 
it is officially accepted or approved 23, 53 


go through sth to experience an unpleasant 
or difficult situation or event 58 


go to (swh) to click on a menu, a menu item, 
a particular web page or part of a page, or a 
link when using a computer 54 


go up if a shout [e.g. cheer, cry, groan] goes 
up, a lot of people make that noise at the 
same time 21 

go up if a building or sign goes up, it is built or 
it is fixed into position 49 

go with sth to accept a plan or an idea, or to 
support the person whose ideas you agree 
with 22, 23 


gobble down/up sth or gobble sth down/ 
up informal to eat very quickly 55 


gobble up sth or gobble sth up informal to 
use a lot of something, especially money 36 


grapple with sth to try to deal with or 
understand a difficult problem or subject 24 


grasp at sth to quickly use or accept an 
opportunity to do or have something, 
especially because you are unhappy with the 
present situation 28 


grate on sb/sth if something, especially 
someone’s voice or way of behaving, grates 
on you, it annoys you 21 

grow out of sth if a child grows out of an 
interest, way of behaving, or illness, they 
stop having or doing it because they have 
become older 40 


Grow up! informal something that you say 
to an adult in order to tell them to stop 
behaving stupidly 30 

gun down sb or gun sb down to shoot someone 
and kill or seriously injure them, often when 
they cannot defend themselves 10 


be gunning for sb informalto try to harm 
someone or cause trouble for them 6 


hack into sth to get into someone else's 
computer system without permission in order 
to look at information or do something illegal 6 

hammer out sth or hammer sth out to reach 
an agreement after a lot of argument or 
discussion 23 


hand in sth or hand sth in to tell your boss 
officially that you do not want to do your job 
anymore 31 


Hang about/on! something that you say to tell 
someone to stop doing or saying something 30 


hang about/around/round with sb informal 
to spend time with someone 6 


hang back to not move forwards, usually 
because you are shy or afraid 46 


hang on sth to depend on something 13 


hang on to/onto sth/sb to keep someone or 
something 19 


hang out informal to spend a lot of time in 
a particular place, or to spend a lot of time 
with someone 42 


hang over sb/sth if a problem or threat hangs 
over a person or situation, it exists and 
makes people worry about what is going to 
happen 28 


hanker after/for sth to want something very 
much, especially something you know you 
should not want 5, 41 


happen on sb/sth to find something or meet 
someone without planningto 13 


harp on totalk continually about something 
in a way that other people find boring or 
annoying 13 

have sth against sb/sth to dislike or disagree 
with someone or something for a particular 
reason 41 


have sb down as sth to think that someone is 
a particular type of person, especially when 
they are not in fact like that 40 

have off sth or have sth off to spend time 
away from work 12 

have on sth or have sth on if you have an 
electrical device [e.g. television, radio, iron] 
on, it is operating so that you can use it 37 

have on sth or have sth on if you have clothes 
or shoes on, you are wearing them 38 

head off swh to begin a journey orto leave 5 

head off sth or head sth off to prevent a difficult 
or unpleasant situation from happening 51 

head up sth or head sth up to be in charge of 
an organisation 35 

heal up if a wound heals over, new skin grows 
over it 43 

hear from sb to receive news or information 
from someone, usually by letter or 
telephone 39 


have/had heard of sb/sth to know a little 
about someone or something because you 
have read, seen, or been told something 
about them before 39 


not hear of sth or not hear of sb doing sth to 
not allow something, or not allow someone 
to do something 22 


help sb to sth to put food onto a plate for 
yourself 55 


hinge on sth to depend on something or be 
very influenced by it 13 


hit on sth to have a good idea, especially one 
that solves a problem 5, 24 


hit out to strongly criticise something or 
someone 7 


hoard away sth or hoard sth away to puta 
supply of something in a safe place so that 
you can use itin the future 25 


hold back sb/sth or hold sb/sth back to 
prevent something from working effectively, 
or to prevent someone or something from 
making progress 1 


hold down sb or hold sb down to limit the 
freedom of a group of people 1 


hold forth to talk about a particular subject 
for a long time, often in a way that other 
people find boring 45 


hold off to not start, although you expect 
itto 48 


Hold on! to tell someone to stop doing 
something for a very short while 30 


hold out to continue to defend yourself 
against an enemy or attack 51 


hold out for sth to wait until you get what 
you want and to refuse to accept anything 
less 1 


hold over sth or hold sth over to delay 
something and to arrange to do it at a later 
time 16 


hook up US informal to meet someone for a 
particular purpose 42 


huddle up to move closer to other people, 
or to hold your arms and legs close to 
your body, usually because you are cold or 
frightened 44 


hurry along to make someone do something 
more quickly, or to make something happen 
more quickly 16 

Hurry up! informal to tell someone to move 
more quickly or do a task more quickly 30 
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hush up sth or hush sth up to stop the public 
from finding out about something bad that 
has happened 52 


impact on sth/sb slightly formal to have a 
noticeable effect on 17 


impose sth on sb formal to force a group 
of people to accept something, or to give 
someone a punishment [e.g. fine, ban] 53 


improve on sth to do something in a better 
way or with better results than when it was 
done before 34 


inform on sb to give information about 
someone who has done something wrong to 
a person in authority, especially the police 53 


input n contribution to a system to help it 
operate 3 


insist on sth/doing sth to demand something 
and to make it clear that you will not accept 
anything else 34 


intake n the number of people who begin 
to study at a school, or who join an 
organisation at a particular time 60 


interest sb in sth to try to persuade someone 
that they want something 34 


invest sth in sth to use a lot of time or effort 
trying to achieve something or trying to 
make something successful 34 


iron out sth or iron sth out to find a way of 
solving small difficulties or problems, or to 
find a way of ending a disagreement 28 


jazz up sth or jazz sth up to make something 
more attractive or interesting 15 


join in (sth) to become involved in an activity 
with other people 51 


join up to join the army, navy, or airforce 51 


jot down sth or jot sth down to write something 
down quickly (so that you remember it) 33 


jut out to stick out from a surface or beyond 
the edge of something 14 


keep (sb) ahead to continue to be more 
advanced and successful than other people, 
or to make sure that someone is more 
advanced or successful than other people 59 

keep at sth to continue to do something 
(until it is finished) 59 

keep back sth or keep sth back to not tell 
someone everything you know about a 
situation or an event that has happened 59 

keep down sth or keep sth down if you keep 
the noise of something [e.g. music, voice] down, 
you stop it from becoming too loud 21, 59 
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keep sb/sth from doing sth to prevent 
someone from doing something, especially 
work, by spending time with them 59 


keep sb in to make a child stay at school or at 
home, especially as a punishment 59 


keep in with sb British & Australian to 
continue to be friendly with someone, 
especially because they can help you 5, 59 


keep (sb) off sth to not eat, drink or use 
something that can harm you 59 


keep on slightly informal to talk in an annoying 
way about something for a long time 13 


keep on doing sth to continue to do something, 
or to do something again and again 59 


keep out of sth to not become involved in 
something 59 


keep to sth if you keep to the point, you do 
not write or talk about other topics 59 


keep sth to yourself to keep something 
secret 59 


keep up to be able to understand or deal with 
something that is happening or changing 
very fast 24, 59 


keep it up to continue to do something, 
especially to work hard or to do good 
work 30, 59 


keep sb up to make someone go to bed later 
than they usually do 59 


keep up sth or keep sth up to not allow 
something that is at a high level to fall to a 
lower level 59 


kick off (sth) informal to start 12 


kick off sth or kick sth off to remove your 
shoes by shaking your feet 12 


kick out sb or kick sb out to force someone 
to leave a place or an organisation 14 


knock sb about/around informal to hit or 
kick someone several times 9 


knock sth about/around informal to consider 
an idea 9 


knockabout n British informal when two 
or more people kick or hit a ball to each 
other for pleasure but not in a serious way, 
sometimes to warm up before a game 3 


knock down sb or knock sb down to cause 
someone to fall to the ground by pushing or 
hitting them 2 

knock down sb/sth or knock sb/sth 
down informal to reduce a price, or to 
persuade someone to reduce the price of 
something that they are selling 10, 26 


knock down sth or knock sth down to 
destroy and remove a building or part of a 
building [esp. wall] 2 


knock out sb or knock sb out to make 
someone become unconscious or to make 
someone fall asleep 20, 43 


knock over sb or knock sb over to hit someone 
with a vehicle and injure or kill them 50 


know sth from sth to know the difference 
between something and something else, so 
that you can recognise either of them 25 


know of sb/sth to have heard of someone 
or something and to be able to give some 
information about them, but not very much 39 


knuckle down to start to work or study hard, 
especially if you have not been working very 
hard before 31 


land (sb) in sth to be in a difficult situation, or to 
cause someone to be in a difficult situation or 
an unpleasant place [e.g. prison] 28 


land up informal to finally be in a particular 
place, state, or situation, especially without 
having planned it 15 


lash out to criticise someone or something in 
anangry way 14 

lay out sth or lay sth out to design the way 
in which a house, city, or garden is built or 
created 49 


lead into sth if a subject you are talking about 
or a discussion leads into another subject 
or discussion, it is the reason why you start 
talking about the second subject or start the 
second discussion 45 


lead-in something that introduces something 
else 11 


lead on sb or lead sb on to make someone 
do something bad by encouraging them or 
annoying them until they do it 13 


lead to sth if an action or event leads to 
something, it causes that thing to happen or 
exist 17 


lead up to sth if a period of time or a series 
of events leads up to an event or activity, it 
happens until that event or activity begins 16 


leak out if secret information leaks 
out, people who should not know this 
information find out about it 51 

lean towards sth/doing sth to support, or 
begin to support, a particular set of ideas or 
a particular political party 22 


leap out at sb if something leaps out at you, 
you notice it immediately 24 


leave behind sb or leave sb behind to make 
progress much faster than someone else 32 


leave off (sth/doing sth) to stop, or to stop 
doing something 12 


left out adj if someone feels left out, they 
are unhappy because they have not been 
included in an activity or conversation 4 


letin if something lets in water, air, or light, it 
allows water, air, or light to enter it through 
a hole or opening 11 


let off sb or let sb off to not punish someone 
who has committed a crime or done 
something wrong, or to not punish someone 
severely 53 


let off steam to talk or act in a way that helps 
get rid of strong feelings 8 


let out sb/sth or let sb/sth out to allow a person 
or animal to leave somewhere, especially by 
opening a locked or closed door 53 


let out sth or let sth out to make a piece of 
clothing wider by removing the sewing from 
the side edges and then sewing closer to the 
edge of the material 38 


let out sth or let sth out to tell someone 
about something which was supposed to be 
asecret 52 


let down sth or let sth down to make a piece 
of clothing longer by removing the sewing 
from the bottom folded edge and then 
sewing closer to the edge of the material 38 


letdown n something which is not as good as 
you thought it would be 3, 42 


level off/out if a rate or amount levels off, 
it stops rising or falling and it stays at the 
same level 26 


level with sb informal to tell the truth about 
something 52 


lie about/around (swh) if things are lying 
around, they are untidily left in places where 
they should not be 9 


lift-off n the moment when a spacecraft 
leaves the ground 3 


lift up sth or lift sth up to move something 
from a lower to a higher position 15 

light up (sth) or light (sth) up if your face 
or eyes light up, or if something [e.g. smile] 
lights them up, you suddenly look very 
happy or excited 40 
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line up sth or line sth up to move something 
in order to make it straight or level with 
something else 25 


listen out for sth to make an effort to hear a 
noise which you are expecting 21 


live-in adj a live-in nanny lives at the home of 
the children she cares for 4 


live on to continue to exist 13 


live with sth to accept a difficult or unpleasant 
situation and continue with your life while it 
exists 28 

lockout n when workers are prevented from 
entering their place of work until they agree to 
particular conditions given by the employer 1 


lock up (sth) or lock (sth) up to lock all the 
doors and windows of a building when you 
leave it 37 


log in/into sth to connect a computer to a 
system of computers by typing your name 
or password, usually so that you can start 
working 6 

look after sb/sth to take care of someone or 
something by doing what is needed to keep 
them well or in good condition 2,6 

look after sth to be responsible for dealing 
with something 35 

look at sb/sth tofocus on somebody/ 
something 33 

look down on sb/sth to think that someone 
is less important than you, orto think that 
something is not good enough quality for 
you to use 2 

look for sth/sb to try to find something or 
someone, either because you have lost them 
or because you need them 2 

look forward to sth/doing sth to feel pleased 
and excited about something that is going to 
happen 1,2 

look into sth to investigate or find out about 
something 33 

lookout n a person who looks at what 
is happening in the area around them, 
especially in order to watch for any danger 3 

loosen up torelax mentally 41 


loosen up (sth) or loosen (sth) up to prepare 
your body muscles for a physical activity by 
stretching and doing simple exercises 44 

lose out to to be less successful than 27 

magic away sth or magic sth away to make 
something disappear so quickly that it 
seems as if you have used magic 19 
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major in sth US & Australia to study something 
as your main subject at university 32 


make out sth to claim falsely that something 
is true; to pretend 52 


make up for sth if someone makes up for 
something bad that they have done, they do 
something good so that the bad thing does 
not cause a problem any more 28 


make up for lost time to do something to 
compensate for not doing it previously 8 


make up your mind to make a decision about 
something 8 


mark down sb or mark sb down to give 
someone a lower result in an exam or 
competition because they have made a 
mistake or done something wrong 2, 32 


mist over if your eyes mist over, they become 
filled with tears which stop you from seeing 
clearly 48 


mist over/up if something made of glass 
[e.g. windscreen, glasses] mists up, or if 
something mists it up, it becomes covered 
with small drops of water and you cannot 
see through it any more 48 


be mixed up with sb to be involved with 
someone who has a bad influence on you 39 


mock-up n a model showing how something 
will look when it is built 49 


mop up (sth) or mop (sth) up to use a cloth 
or a mop to remove a liquid that has been 
dropped or that has spread 37 


move away to leave the place or area where 
you live and go and live in another place 42 


move in to begin living in a new house or 
area 47 


move (sb) in/into (swh) to go to a place to 
deal with a difficult situation 51 


move on to move forward in one's life and not 
look backto the past 42 


move up (sb) or move (sb) up if a student 
moves up, or if a teacher moves them up, 
they are put in a higher level or class 2, 32 

muck up sth or muck sth up informal to do 
something very badly 6 

mull over sth or mull sth over to think 
carefully about something for a long time, 
often before making a decision 29 

nail down informal to make a decision about 
all the details of something 23 

nod off informal to fall asleep when you do 
not intend to go to sleep 43 


nose about/around (swh) informal to look 
around a place, often in order to find 
something 7 


object to sb/sth/doing sth to feel or say that you 
oppose or dislike something or someone 34 


occur to sb if a thought or idea occurs to you, 
it comes into your mind 24 


off-putting adj slightly unpleasant or 
worrying so that you are discouraged from 
getting involved in any way 4 

offset adj if something is offset by something 
else it is compensated for 49 


offshoot n plant which has developed from a 
larger plant 47 

ongoing adj if a problem is ongoing, it 
continues to be a problem 4 

onset n the moment at which something 
unpleasant starts 1,3 


open off sth if an area opens off another area, 
you can enter one from the other directly 49 

open up (sth) or open (sth) up if a country or 
area opens up, or is opened up, it becomes 
easier to travel around it or sell things to it 15 


open up (sth) or open (sth) up tocreate a 
new opportunity or possibility 15, 19 

outbreak n a sudden beginning of something, 
especially something unpleasant 3 


outdated adj old-fashioned and therefore not 
as good or as fashionable as something that 
is modern 4 


outgoing adjif someone is outgoing, they are 
friendly and energetic and find it easy and 
enjoyable to be with others 1,4 

outlook n the likely future situation 3 

output n an amount of something, produced 
by a person, machine, factory or country 3 

outspoken adjif someone is outspoken, they 
express their opinions even though other 
people might be offended by them 4, 40 

outstretched adj if someone's arms are 
outstretched they are held out in front of 
the person's body, often in order to greet 
someone 4 

overcast adj if the sky is overcast, itis grey 
and covered in cloud 47 

overkill n when there is more of something 
than is needed 3 

overpriced adjtoo expensive 4 

pack in sth or pack sth in informalto manage 
to do a lot of activities in a period of time 27 


pack in sth or pack sth in informal to stop 
doing something, especially a job 31 


paper over sth to hide a disagreement or 
difficulty and try to make people believe that 
there is no problem 52 


part with sth to give something away, usually 
when you do not wantto 37 


pass by (swh) British to visit somewhere for 
a short time, usually while you are going 
somewhere else 42 


pass sb by if an event or opportunity passes 
you by, you do not notice it or you do not get 
any advantage from it 16 


pass off British & Australian if an event passes 
off in a good way, it happens in that way 51 


pass on sth or pass sth on to give a disease 
to another person or animal 43 


pass over sb or pass sb over to not give 
someone a job or a higher position and give 
it to someone else who is younger or less 
experienced 31 


patch up sth or patch sth up totry to 
improve your relationship with someone 
after an argument 39 


pay sth into sth to put money into a bank 
account, often to save money for a particular 
purpose 36 


peal out when bells ring loudly, they peal out 21 
pelt down informal to rain very heavily 48 
pep up sth/sb or pep sth/sb up informal 

to make something more interesting or 


attractive, or to make someone feel more 
active or energetic 15 


perk up (sb) or perk (sb) up to suddenly 
become happier or more energetic, or to 
make someone feel this way 41 


peter out if an energetic activity or a strong 
emotion peters out, it gradually becomes less 
energetic or strong until it stops completely 19 


pick at sth to eat only a small amount of a 
meal because you are not hungry or because 
you are feeling ill 55 

pick out sth/sb or pick sth/sb out to choose 
one thing or person or several things or 
people from a large group 14 

pick up if the wind picks up, it becomes 
stronger 1 

pick up if something [e.g. business, economy, 
trade] picks up, it improves or increases after 
a bad period 1 
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pick up to lift something by using a bill 
(birds) 47 

pick up (sth) or pick (sth) up to start 
something again [e.g. story, relationship] 
from the point where you had stopped 1 


pick up sth if you pick up speed, you suddenly 
start to go faster 50 


pick up sth or pick sth up to buy something 
cheaply 1 

pick up sth or pick sth up to learn a new 
skill or language by practising it rather than 
being taught it 1 

pick up sth or pick sth up if a device picks up 
asignal or programmes broadcast by a radio 
station, it receives them 1, 54 


pick up sth or pick sth up to learn interesting 
or useful information [e.g. idea, tip, gossip] 
from someone or something 24, 51 


pick up sth or pick sth up to get an 
infectious illness from someone or 
something 43 


pick up sth/sb or pick sth/sb up to collect 
someone who is waiting for you, or to collect 
something that you have left somewhere or 
that you have bought 1,2, 50 


pick up sth/sb or pick sth/sb up to lift 
something or someone by using your 
hands 1, 15 


pick up on sth to react to something that 
you have noticed or something that has 
happened 15 


pick yourself up to stand up again after you 
have fallen 44 


piece together sth or piece sth together to 
try to understand a situation or to try to 
discover the truth about something by 
collecting different pieces of information 
and considering them at the same time 24 

pile into swh to enter a place or vehicle 
quickly and not in an organised way 46 

pile out (of) to leave a place or vehicle 
quickly and not in an organised way 46 

pile up (sth) or pile (sth) up to become a 
pile, or to make a lot of things into a pile by 
putting them on top of each other 25 

pin down sb or pin sb down to force 
someone to stay in a horizontal position by 
holding them 10 

pitch in to help with work that needs to be 
done 11 
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play along to pretend to agree with someone, 
or to do what someone wants for a short 
time, in order to get something from them or 
to avoid making them angry 52 


play about/around to behave in a stupid way 9 


play sb off against sb to encourage one 
person or group to compete against or argue 
with another, hoping that you can get some 
advantage from this situation 29 


play on sth if someone plays on your fears or 
weaknesses, they use them to try and make 
you do what they want, often in a way that is 
unfair 29 


play with sth if you play with the idea of 
doing something, you consider it, but usually 
do not do it 24 


plough back sth or plough sth back to put 
money that you have earned into a business, in 
order to make the business bigger or better 36 


plug away informal to work hard at 
something for a long time 31 


plug into sth if a piece of electrical 
equipment plugs into a supply of electricity 
or another piece of electrical equipment, it 
works by being connected to that supply of 
electricity or that piece of equipment 54 


plump up sth or plump sth up to make 
something [e.g. cushion, pillow] rounder and 
softer, especially by shaking it 37 

point to/towards sth if one thing points to 
something else, it makes it seem likely that it 
istrue 17 


point out sb/sth or point sb/sth out to 
highlight 33 

pop-up adverts n advertisements that open 
quickly on a computer screen in front of 
what you are working on 54 


pore over sth to study or look carefully 
at something, especially a book or a 
document 5, 32 


potter about/around (swh) British & Australian 
to spend time in a pleasant, relaxed way, often 
doing small jobs in or around the house 9 


predispose sb to/towards sth formal 
predisposing someone to something makes 
it more likely that that thing will happen 6 

preside over sth formal to be in charge 
of an event or situation and have official 
responsibility for it 6 

press on to continue doing something in a 
determined way 13, 19 


prey on sth to catch for food 47 


pride yourself on sth/doing sth (always 
reflexive) to be proud of a quality you have 
or of something you do 27, 40 


print off sth or print sth off to print a particular 
number of copies of something 6, 54 


profit from sth/doing sth to get an advantage 
from something 34 


prop up sth or prop sth up to make something 
stay in a particular position by putting 
something underneath or against it 25 

prop yourself up to support yourself by 
leaning on or against something 15 


provide for sth formal if a law or agreement 
provides for something, it allows it to 
happen or exist 53 


pull down sth or pull sth down to destroy a 
structure because it is not wanted anymore 47 


pull on sth to put on clothes quickly 38 


pull out to drive to a different part of the 
road, usually a part where the vehicles are 
travelling faster 50 


pull out all the stops to do everything you 
can 8 


pull out to move military troops to a different 
area 51 


pull over sb/sth or pull sb/sth over if the 
police pull someone who is driving a car 
over, they order them to drive the car to the 
side of the road and stop 50 


pull (sb) through (sth) to succeed in dealing 
with a difficult period of your life, or to help 
someone else to do this 27 

pull sth to to close a door or window by 
pulling it towards you 37 

pull up to move a piece of furniture [esp. 
chair] near to something or someone 37 

pull up sth or pull sth up to remove something 
from the ground 47 

pull your socks up to make an effort to 
improve 16 

push sb about/around/round to tell someone 
what to do in a rude or threatening way 20 

push on to continue travelling somewhere 46 

push over sb/sth or push sb/sth over to push 
someone or something so that they fall to 
the ground 20 

push through sth or push sth through to 
make a plan or suggestion be officially 
accepted 29 


push sth to to close a door or window by 
pushing it 37 

push up sth or push sth up to increase the 
amount, number, or value of something 26 


put aside sth/sb or push sth/sb to save 
money for a particular purpose 36 


put away sth or put sth away to put 
something in the place where it is usually 
kept 37 


put back sth or put sth back to change the 
date or time of an event so that it happens 
later than planned 16 


put sth behind sb if you put an unpleasant 
experience behind you, you forget it so that 
it does not affect your life 18 


put by sth or put sth by to save an amount of 
money in order to use it later 36 


put down sb or put sb down to put 
someone's name on a list or document, 
usually in order to arrange for them to do 
something 10 


put down sth or put sth down to kill an 
animal because it is very old or very ill 10 


put down sth or put sth down to use force to 
stop people opposing the government 51 


put down roots to settle down and make a 
relationship more permanent 8 


put sth down to sth to think that a problem or 
bad experience is caused by something else 17 


put forward sth or put sth forward to state 
an idea or opinion, or to suggest a plan, so 
that it can be considered or discussed 6 


put in a good word for someone to say good 
things about someone to people in authority 8 


put on sth or put sth on if a person or animal 
puts on weight, they become heavier 26, 55 


put sb on sth to give someone a particular 
type of medical treatment or food 43 


put out sth or put sth out to produce 
information [e.g. statement, warning, press 
release] and make it available for everyone 
to read or hear 6, 51, 53 

put out sth or put sth out to put something 
outside the house, especially so that it can 
be collected 37 

put sb through sth to pay for someone to 
study at college or university 32 

put sth to sb to ask someone a question, or 
to state an opinion to someone which they 
are likely to disagree with 45 
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put together sth or put sth together to 
prepare, or organise something 33 


put up sth or put sth up to fasten a piece of 
furniture [e.g. shelves, cupboard] to a wall or 
assemble something 37 


put up with sb/sth to tolerate unpleasant 
behaviour or an unpleasant situation 2 


ramble on to talk or write for a long time 
about things that are not interesting to other 
people 13 


rank (sth) among sth to have a particular 
position in a list that has been arranged in 
order of quality 25 


read on to continue reading and read the next 
part of something 13 


read up on sb/sth to do background reading 
on 33 


reason with sb to try to persuade someone 
not to do something stupid by giving them 
good reasons not to 29 


rebound on sb if a negative action rebounds 
on someone, it has a bad effect on the 
person who did it and they do not achieve 
what they were trying to achieve 17 


reduce sth to sth to destroy something that 
has been built [e.g. building, city] 49 


reel off sth or reel sth off to say a long list of 
things quickly and without stopping 45 

refer to sb/sth if writing or information refers 
to someone or something, it describes or is 
about that person or thing 34 


reflect on sth slightly formal to think very hard 
about something, or to express your thoughts 
about something in what you say or write 24 


relate to sth to be connected to a particular 
subject, or to be about a particular subject 34 


rely on sth/sb to need something or someone 
in order to survive, be successful, or work 
correctly 13 


remind sb of sb/sth to cause someone to 
think of someone or something 18 


rent out sth or rent sth out if you rent out 
something that you own [e.g. house], you 
allow someone to pay you money so that 
they can use it 36 


resign yourself to sth to accept that something 
we do not want to happen will happen 28 

resort to sth/doing sth to do something bad in 
order to achieve what you want, often because 
itis the only thing you can do to achieve it 28 
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result in sth to cause something to happen, 
or to make a situation exist 17, 34 


rev up sth or rev sth up to make a vehicle's 
engine work faster while the vehicle is not 
moving 50 

be riddled with sth be full of something, 
especially something bad or unpleasant 5, 28 


ride on sth if something important [e.g. 
reputation, money] rides on something else, 
it depends on it 13 


rise above sth to not allow something bad 
that is happening or being done to you to 
upset you or to affect your behaviour 27 


roll about/around informal to laugh a lot 
about something 9 


roll in if money or requests for money [e.g. 
bills] roll in, they arrive in large numbers 36 


roll in if bad weather [e.g. clouds, fog] rolls in, 
it appears in large amounts 48 


Roll on sth! British informal something that 
you say in order to show that you are looking 
forward to a time or event 30 


roll out sth or roll sth out to make a new 
product, service or system available for the 
first time 53 


roll (sb/sth) over to turn from lying on one 
side of your body to the other side, or to 
make someone or something turn from one 
side to the other 1 


roll up to arrive at a particular place or event, 
usually late 42 


roll up sth or roll sth up to fold the edges of 
a piece of clothing that you are wearing [e.g. 
sleeves, trousers] in order to make them 
shorter 38 


be rooted in sth to be based on, or caused 
by 17 

root out sth/sb or root sth/sb out informal to 
search and find something or someone that 
is difficult to find 51 


rough out sth or rough sth out if you rough 
out a drawing or an idea, you draw or write 
the main parts of it without showing the 
details 24 


round down sth or round sth down to 
decrease a number to the nearest whole 
amount 26 

round off sth or round sth off to do 
something as a way of finishing an event or 
activity in a satisfactory way 12, 33 


round on sb to suddenly turn and attack 
someone, or shout at them angrily 20 


round up sb/sth or round sb/sth up to find 
and gather together a group of people or 
animals 25 


round up sth or round sth up to increase a 
number to the nearest whole amount 26 


rule out sth or rule sth out to say no to 
something 23 


run about/around to run and play 9 


run around/round after sb informal to do 
a lot of things for someone else, especially 
when they should be able to do more for 
themselves 9, 31 


run away with sb if something [e.g. 
emotions, imagination, enthusiasm] runs 
away with someone, it makes them do or 
think stupid things 41 


run-down adj shabby, in disrepair 49 


run into sth if you run into difficulties or 
problems, you begin to experience them 28 


run out if a supply of something runs out, there 
is none left because it has all been used 19 


run over to continue past the expected 
finishing time 7 

run over sb/sth or run sb/sth over to hit 
someone or something with a vehicle and 
drive over them, injuring or killing them 7 


run over sth to quickly read something or 
repeat something in order to remember it or 
to make sure that it is correct 7 


run rings round to outwit and be cleverer 
than people 8 


run through sth if you run through money, 
you spend a lot of it very quickly 36 


run through sth to explain or read something 
to someone quickly 45 


safeguard against sth to do things that 
you hope will stop something unpleasant 
happening 28 

sail through (sth) to succeed very easily, 
especially in a test, examination etc. 5, 27, 32 


be sandwiched between sb/sth informal 
to be in a small space in the middle of two 
people or things 7 

scrape by to manage to live when you do not 
have much money 36 

scrape through (sth) to manage with a lot 
of difficulty to succeed in something [e.g. 
exam] 32 


Scream out (sth) or scream (sth) out to 
suddenly shout something in a loud voice, 
especially to get someone's attention 14 


screw up sb or screw sb up informal to make 
someone feel confused or unhappy about 
themselves and their life 40 


scroll down/up to move text or other 
information on a computer screen, in order 
to view a different part of it 6 


see about sth to deal with something, or to 
arrange for something to be done 25 


see sth through to continue doing a job or 
activity until it is finished, especially when it 
is difficult 31 

seize up if part of your body or a machine 
seizes up, it stops moving or working in the 
normal way 54 


sell up (sth) or sell (sth) up British & Australian 
to sell your house or business in order to go 
somewhere else or do something else 6 


send in sb or send sb in to send a group of 
people with special skills [e.g. police, troops] 
to deal with a difficult situation 1, 51 

send out sth or send sth out if a plant sends out 
something [e.g. roots, shoots], it grows 47 


send out for sth to telephone a restaurant and 
ask for food to be delivered to your home 55 


separate off sth or separate sth off to remove 
something from a large group of things 25 


separate out sb/sth or separate sb/sth out 
to divide a group of people or things into 
smaller groups 25 


serve up sth or serve sth up to put food on 
plates and in dishes for people to eat 55 


set aside sth or set sth aside to use 
something, especially time, for one purpose 
and no other purpose 16 

set back sb/sth or set sb/sth back to make 
something happen more slowly, or to make 
something happen later than it should 
happen 16 

set sb back (sth) informal to cost someone a 
particular amount of money, usually a large 
amount of money 36 

be set back if a building is set back, itis a 
little distance from the road 49 

setin if something unpleasant sets in, it 
begins and seems likely to continue 3, 11 

set off sth or set sth off to make something 
look attractive, usually by providing a very 
different colour 49 
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set (sth/sb) on sb to attack someone, or to make 
a person or animal attack someone 3, 20 


set out to begin something with a specific 
aim 33 


set up (sth) or set (sth) up to get all the 
necessary equipment ready for a particular 
activity 54 

set up sth or set sth up to make arrangements 
so that something can happen or exist 15 


set up sb or set sb up to give someone the 
money that they need to start a business 35 


settle in (sth/swh) or settle (sb) in to begin to 
feel relaxed and happy in new surroundings 37 


settle for to agree to something which isn't 
your first choice 23 


settle on sth to agree on something 23 


shake off sb or shake sb off to succeed in 
escaping from someone who is following 
you 12 


shake up sb or shake sb up if an unpleasant 
experience shakes someone up, it makes 
them feel shocked and upset 41 


shake-up n when big changes are made to an 
organisation in order to improve it 1 


share out sth or share sth out to divide 
something into smaller amounts and give one 
amount to each person or thing in a group 14 


shine through (sth) if a quality that someone 
has shines through or shines through 
something, that quality is very easily 
noticed 40 


shoot down sb/sth or shoot sb/sth down 
informal to criticise someone's ideas or 
suggestions and refuse to consider them 6 


shoot down sb/sth or shoot sb/sth down to 
destroy an aircraft or make it fall to the 
ground by firing bullets or weapons at it 51 


shoot off British & Australian informal to leave 
somewhere very quickly 42 


shoot up if the number, amount, or rate 
of something shoots up, it increases very 
quickly 7 

shore up sth or shore sth up to strengthen 
or improve an organisation, agreement, or 
system that is not working effectively or that 
is likely to fail 15 

shout down sb or shout sb down to shout 
in order to prevent someone who is saying 
something that you disagree with from being 
heard 10 
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shout out (sth) or shout (sth) out to 
suddenly shout something in a loud voice, 
especially to get someone's attention 14 


Shove off! something that you say when you 
are angry to tell someone to go away 12 


show in sb or show sb in to lead a visitor into 
a room where they have arranged to meet or 
wait for someone 11 


show off to show someone or something that 
you are proud of to a group of people 12 


show up if something shows up, it can be 
seen clearly or easily 15 


shrug off sth or shrug sth off to not 
worry about something and treat it as 
unimportant 12 


shut down (sth) or shut (sth) down if a 
machine shuts down or someone shuts it 
down, it stops operating 10 


shutdown n when a factory or business closes 
and stops working 1 


shut out sth or shut sth out to prevent a 
sound or light from being heard or seen 21 


shut (sb) up to stop talking or making a noise, 
orto make someone do this 30 


Shut up! to tell someone to stop talking 30 


side against sb to oppose a person or group 
in an argument 22 


side with sb to support a person or group in 
an argument 22 


sift through sth to examine a large collection 
of something, especially papers, usually in 
order to discover something or to decide 
what is important 25 


sign over sth or sign sth over to give 
someone else your property or legal 
rights to something by signing an official 
document 53 

sign up sb or sign sb up to arrange for 
someone to sign a document stating that 
they will work for you 35 


single out sb/sth or single sb/sth out to 
choose one person or thing from a large 
group in order to criticise or praise them 29 

size up sb/sth or size sb/sth up to carefully 
examine a situation or person in order to 
make a judgement 29 

sketch out sth or sketch sth out to roughly 
plan something 33 

skim through sth to read quickly without 
studying the details 32 


skirt around/round sth to avoid discussing a 
difficult subject or problem 9 


slam down sth or slam sth down to put 
something down with a lot of force 10 


sleep off sth or sleep sth off to sleep until you 
feel better, especially after too much alcohol 42 


slice up sth or slice sth up to cut or divide 
something into parts 55 


slim down (sth) or slim (sth) down to become 
smaller in size, often by employing fewer 
people, or to make something smaller 26 

slip away if a period of time slips away, it 
seems to pass quickly 16 

slog away informal to keep working very 
hard, usually for a long time 31 


smarten up (sb/sth) or smarten sb/sth up to 
make a person or a place look tidier 37 


smash up sth or smash sth up to badly 
damage or destroy something by hitting it 
many times 20 


smooth down sth or smooth sth down to 
press your hair or your clothes with your 
hands in order to make them flat 38 


smooth over sth or smooth sth over to 
settle a disagreement so that it's no longer a 
problem 23 


smooth over sth or smooth sth over to 
make a disagreement or problem seem less 
serious or more easy to deal with, especially 
by talking to the people involved in it 28 


snap out of sth informal to force yourself to 
stop feeling sad and upset 41 


be snowed under informal to have so much 
work that you have problems dealing with it 32 


oak up sth or soak sth up to enjoy the effects 
of an experience 49 


soak up sth or soak sth up if a dry substance 
soaks up a liquid, it absorbs it 55 


soldier on to continue doing something, 
although it is difficult or unpleasant 7 


sort out sth or sort sth out to successfully deal 
with a problem or difficult situation 2, 14 


sort out sth or sort sth out to arrange or 
organise things which are untidy 14 


sound out sb/sth or sound sb/sth out to talk 
to someone in order to discover what they 
think about an idea or plan 45, 51 

space out sth or space sth out to arrange 
things so that there is enough space or time 
between them 16, 25 


spill out (sth) or spill (sth) out if you spill 
out an emotion or if emotion spills out, 
you express it, usually by talking in an 
uncontrolled way 41 


spill over if a bad situation or problem spills 
over, it begins to have an unpleasant effect 
on another situation or group of people 28 


spill over (sth) ifthe liquid in a container spills 
over, it flows over the edge of the container 55 


spin out sth or spin sth out to make something 
continue for as long as possible 16 


split off to stop belonging to a particular group 
or political party and form a separate one 12 
split up (sth) or split (sth) up to divide 
into smaller parts or groups, or to divide 
something into smaller parts or groups 15 


spread out sth or spread sth out to open 
something that is folded [e.g. map, towel] 
and put it down flat on a surface 14 


spread out sth or spread sth out if you 
spread out your arms, legs, or fingers, you 
stretch them so that there are wide spaces 
between them 44 


spring sth on sb to tell someone some news 
that surprises them 13 

spring up if something springs up, it suddenly 
appears or begins to exist 19 

sprout up if a large number of things sprout up, 
they suddenly appear or begin to exist 19 


spur on sb or spur sb on to encourage someone 
to try harder in order to achieve something 7 


spy on sb/sth to watch secretly in order to 
discover information about them 52 


square up informal to pay someone the money 
you owe them 6, 36 


squash (sb) in to manage to get yourself or 
someone else into a very small space, or 
place that is full of people 11 


squash up if people who are sitting or standing 
together squash up, they move closer together 
in order to make space for someone else 46 


stack up if aircraft stack up, they fly over an 
airport at different heights waiting to be told 
they can land 50 

stack up sth or stack sth up to arrange things 
in a tall pile 25 

stake sth on sth/doing sth to risk losing 
money or harming something important 
[e.g. reputation] if a plan does not 
succeed 36 
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stake out sth or stake sth out if the police 
or reporters stake out a building where 
someone is living or hiding, they watch the 
building continuously in order to see who is 
leaving or entering it 51 


stand back to move a short distance away 
from something or someone 46 


stand by to do nothing to prevent something 
unpleasant from happening 7 


standby n a person or thing that can be used 
if someone or something else is not available 
or cannot be used 1,3 


stand for sth if a group of people stand for 
a set of ideas, they support those ideas, or 
if something stands for a particular idea, it 
represents that idea 22 


stand-off n when two groups fail to reach an 
agreement in talks 3 


stand up to rise from a sitting or lying position 
to a standing position 1 


stand up if an idea or claim stands up, it is 
proved to be correct when it is examined 
carefully 15 


start sb off to help someone to start an 
activity, especially a piece of work 12 


to start with to begin 33 


start-up n when a business or organisation is 
created and starts to operate 3 


steal away to leave a place quietly without 
anyone knowing 46 


steam up (sth) or steam (sth) up if a glass 
surface steams up, or if something steams 
it up, it becomes covered with very small 
drops of water 48 

be steeped in sth to have a lot of (particularly 
tradition or history) 49 

stem from sth if a problem or difficult situation 
stems from something, it is caused by it 17 

step aside to leave a job or position, especially 
so that someone else can do it 31 

stick by sth to continue to support or use a 
decision, opinion, or plan 22 

stick out sth or stick sth out to push part of 
your body forward or out from the rest of 
your body 44 

stick up if part of something sticks up, it comes 
up above the surface of something, or it points 
upwards 15 

stick up for sth to defend or fight for something 
important [e.g. rights] 22 
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stick with sb if something sticks with you, 
you remember it 18 


stir up sth or stir sth up if something stirs up 
memories, it makes you remember events 
in the past, usually ones that make you feel 
sad 18 


store up sth or store sth up to remember 
things, usually so that you can tell people 
about them later 18 


storm out to leave a place in an angry way 48 

stow away to hide on a ship, aircraft, or other 
vehicle, in order to travel secretly or without 
paying 3, 50 

stowaway n a person who stows away 3, 50 


straighten up sth or straighten sth up to 
make a place tidy 37 


stream into swh to move continuously in one 
direction, especially if a lot of people do this 
atthe same time 5 


stretch out if an area of land stretches out, it 
continues over a long distance 49 


stretch out sth or stretch sth out to hold a part 
of your body straight out in front of you 44 


strike back (at) to attack someone who has 
attacked you 1, 20 


strike out to start doing something that you 
have not done before 7 


strike up sth to start a conversation or 
relationship with someone 39 


stumble on sth/sb to find or meet by chance 46 


succeed in sth/doing sth to achieve something 
that you have been trying to get or do 27 


suck up to sb informal to try to make 
someone who is in a position of authority 
like you by doing and saying things that will 
please them 39 

sum up (sth/sb) or sum (sth/sb) up to 
describe briefly the most important facts or 
characteristics of something or someone 6 


sum up sb/sth or sum sth/sb up if something 
sums up someone or something, it 
represents the most typical qualities of that 
person orthing 34 


summon up sth or summon sth up if 
something summons up a memory or an 
image, it makes you remember something or 
think about something 18 

summon up sth or summon sth up to 
try hard to find a particular quality [e.g. 
courage, energy] in yourself because you 
need it in order to do something 41 


swear by sth to believe that something is very 
effective and that it will always work well 22 


sweep aside sth or sweep sth aside to refuse 
to think about something or let it affect your 
performance 7 


swing around/round to suddenly turn around 
so that you can see someone or something 
behind you 44 


switch around/round to move two or more 
things, so that each of them is now in the 
place that one of the others was in before 9 


switch off to stop giving your attention to 
something or someone 12 


tail off to decrease in amount or level 26 


take sb aback if something takes you aback, 
you are very surprised by it 60 


take along sb/sth or take sb/sth along to 
take someone or something with you when 
you go somewhere 60 


take away sb or take sb away to take someone 
with you when you stay somewhere for a short 
time 60 


take away sth or take sth away if you take 
away something [e.g. memory, impression, 
message] from an event or performance, you 
remember or think about that thing after the 
event or performance has finished 60 


take away from sth to make something seem 
less good or successful 60 


Take it away! something that you say in musical 
contexts to tell someone to start playing or 
singing 30, 60 

take down sth or take sth down to remove 
a large temporary structure from a place by 
separating it into pieces and taking the pieces 
away 60 


take down sth or take sth down to write 
something, especially something that 
someone says 10 

take off if an aircraft, bird, or insect takes 
off, it moves from the ground and begins 
to fly 60 

take off sth or take sth off to spend time 
away from your work 60 

take sb off sth to stop giving someone a 
particular type of medical treatment or 
food 60 

take sb off sth to stop someone doing a 
particular task 60 


take-off n imitation 60 


take on sth or take sth on to accept a particular 
job or responsibility and begin to do what is 
needed 6 


take out sb or take sb out to go somewhere 
and do something with someone, usually 
something that you have planned or paid 
for 42, 60 


take out sb/sth or take sb/sth out to kill 
someone, or to destroy something 60 


take sth out of sb informal to make someone 
feel very tired 43 


take over sth or take sth over to get control 
of a company by buying most of its shares 
(= the equal parts into which the ownership 
of the company is divided) 6 


take over sth or take sth over to get control 
of an area of land or a political organisation, 
usually by using force 47 


take the sting out of something to make 
something that is unpleasant less so 8 


take up sth or take sth up to start doing a 
particular job or activity 32 


take up sth or take sth up to shorten a piece 
of clothing [e.g. skirt, trousers] 38 


take up sth (with) or take sth up (with) to 
discuss something or deal with something 60 


take up sth or take sth up to use a particular 
amount of time, space or effort 60 


talk at sb totalkto someone without listening 
to them or allowing them to speak 45 


talk sb out of sth to persuade someone not 
to do something 23 


talk round sb or talk sb round to convince 
somebody to agree to your idea or opinion 
through a long discussion 23 


talk through sth or talk sth through to discuss 
all the details of something so that you can 
understand it or make a decision about it 24 


tend towards sth to be likely to choose a 
particular thing 29 


tense up if you tense up or your muscles 
tense up, your muscles stiffen because you 
are not relaxed 44 


test out sth or test sth out to test a theory 
or new idea by seeing how it works in a 
practical situation or by finding out what 
other people think of it 14 


thaw out if someone thaws out, they become 
warmer after they have been outside and 
have got very cold 44 
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thin out if a large number of people or things 
thin out, they become fewer in number 26 


think through sth or think sth through to 
plan carefully 33 


think up sth or think sth up to create an 
idea or plan by using your imagination and 
intelligence 24 


thrash out sth or thrash sth out to discuss a 
problem, idea, or plan in detail until you find 
a solution, reach an agreement, or make a 
decision 24 


throw off sth or throw sth off to succeed in 
getting rid of a slight illness 43 


throw out sth or throw sth out if people in 
authority throw out a plan or idea [e.g. bill, 
proposal] they refuse to accept or use it 53 


throw the baby out with the bathwater to 
get rid of the good parts of something as 
well as the bad parts 8 


tick off sb or tick sb off British & Australian to 
tell someone that they have done something 
wrong and that you are angry about it 12 


tick off sth or tick sth off to mark something 
with a tick 32 


tie back sth or tie sth back to fasten 
something that usually hangs down [esp. 
hair] so that it is fixed in position and not 
hanging down 2, 38 

tie down sth/sb or tie sth/sb down to fasten 
something or someone in a particular 
position, especially by using ropes 10 

tie sb down to stop someone from being free 
to do what they want to do 10, 29 


tighten up sth or tighten sth up to make 
rules more limiting and more difficult to 
avoid 53 


tire out sb or tire sb out to make someone 
very tired 43 


tired out adj completely exhausted 4 


toss (sb) for sth to decide which person or 
team can do something or have something by 
throwing a coin in the air and guessing which 
side of the coin will be on top when it lands 29 


toss-up ninformal a situation in which two 
people or things seem equally likely to be 
chosen or two possible results seem equally 
likely to happen 3 


toughen up to become stronger and more 
able to deal with problems, or to make 
someone become this way 40 
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toughen up sth or toughen sth up to make 
rules more limiting and more difficult to 
avoid 53 


toy with sth to consider something or doing 
something, but not in a very serious way and 
without making a decision 29 


trail off to gradually become quieter and then 
stop 21 


treat sb to sth to buy or pay for something for 
someone else 42 


trip over (sth) to fall or almost fall because 
you have accidentally hit your foot against 
something while walking or running 46 


tune into sth to turn on the radio or television 
in order to listen to or watch a particular 
programme 54 


turn (sb) against sth/sb to decide not to like 
or agree with someone or something, or to 
make someone do this 41 


turn around/round (sb/sth) or turn (sth/sb) 
around/round to turn so that you are facing 
the opposite direction, or to make someone 
or something do this 9, 44 


turn around/round sth or turn sth around 
change an unsuccessful business, plan or 
system so that it becomes successful 9 


turn away sb or turn sb away to refuse to 
allow someone to enter a place, usually 
because there is no more space 42 


turn down sth or turn sth down to reduce 
the amount of sound or heat that is 
produced by a device [e.g. television, radio, 
oven] 10 


turn out sth or turn sth out if a company or 
business turns out something, they make or 
produce it 35 


turn over sth or turn sth over if a business or 
a company turns over an amount of money, 
it makes that amount in a particular period 
oftime 6, 35 


turn up the heat to make a relationship more 
intense 8 

typein to write something using a 
computer 54 

type up sth ortype sth up to rewrite in full 
using a computer 33 

upkeep n keeping a building in good condition, 
usually by providing money to repair it 59 

uptake n the number of people who have 
committed themselves to something 60 


usher in sth formal if an event ushers in 
a period of time in which new things or 
changes happen, it is at the beginning of 
that period or it causes those things to 
happen 11 


vote on sth to make a decision about 
something [e.g. proposal, motion] by counting 
the number of people for and against it 53 

vouch for sb to say that you know someone 
and that you can promise that they have a 
good character or good skills 40 


Wake up! informal something you say to tell 
someone to listen to what you are saying 
when they have not been listening 30 


wake up to the fact to be realistic 8 


walk away to stop being involved in a 
situation that is difficult to deal with or that 
does not give you any advantages 28 


walk in on sb to go into a room and see what 
someone is doing when they did not want 
anyone to see them 46 


walk-on adj a walk-on part in a play is a very 
small part with no words for the actor to 
speak 3 


walk out to stop working because of a 
disagreement with your employer 3, 51 


walkout n when workers stop working because 
of a disagreement with their employer 3 


want for formal if someone does not want for 
anything, they have everything they need in 
order to have a satisfactory life 6 


want out informal to want to leave a place 14 
warm to sb to start to like someone 39 


warm up to prepare your body muscles for 
a physical activity by stretching and doing 
simple exercises 44 

warm up (sth) or warm (sth) up if an engine 
or machine warms up, or if you warm it up, 
it starts working so that it becomes warm 
enough to work well 54 


warm up sb or warm sb up to make a group of 
people who are going to watch a performance 
start to enjoy themselves by entertaining them 
for a short time before the performance 7 


warm up sth or warm sth up to heat food 
that has already been cooked 7 


warm-up n when a performer makes a 
group of people who are going to watch a 
performance start to enjoy themselves by 
entertaining them for a short time before the 
performance 3 


wash away sth or wash sth away if water 
[e.g. rain, flood] washes something away, it 
carries it away 47 


wash down sth or wash sth down to clean a 
large object or surface [e.g. floor, walls] with 
aliquid 37 

wash down sth or wash sth down to drink 
something while you are eating food 
or taking medicine in order to help you 
swallow it 55 


washed out adj if someone looks washed out, 
they look tired, pale and ill 43 


waste away to gradually get thinner and 
weaker, usually because of illness 44 


Watch out! something you say to tell 
someone to be careful so that they can avoid 
danger or an accident 30 


watch over sb/sth to protect or take care of a 
person or animal 47 


water down sth or water sth down to add 
water to a drink, especially an alcoholic 
drink 10, 55 


water down sth or water sth down to 
make an idea or opinion less strong in 
order to make more people agree with 
it, or to make a plan or suggestion more 
acceptable 10, 55 


watered-down adj when something is made 
less strong in order to make people agree 
with it 4 

wear out (sth) or wear (sth) out touse 
something so much that it becomes weak or 
damaged and cannot be used any more, or 
to become weak and damaged in this way 4 


wear out sb or wear sb out to make someone 
very tired 1, 43 

weigh up sth or weigh sth up to thinking 
about something carefully, comparing 33 

whip up sth to try to make people feel 
strongly about something 51 

whittle away sth or whittle sth away or 
whittle away at sth to gradually reduce the 
size or importance of something until it does 
not exist any more 19 

win back sb/sth or win sb/sth back to 
persuade customers to return to using your 
company rather than competing companies 
because your company has improved 27 

win out if a particular emotion or type of 
behaviour wins out, it is stronger than other 
emotions or types of behaviour 27 
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win round sb or win sb round to get other 
people to agree with your idea after a long 
discussion or argument 23 


win through to finally succeed after trying 
hard to achieve something 27 


wind up (sth) or wind (sth) up to finish an 
activity 19 

wipe off sth or wipe sth off to remove 
information stored on part of a computer 
[esp. memory, hard drive] 54 


wipe out sb or wipe sb out informal to make 
someone extremely tired 43 


wipe out sth or wipe sth out to destroy or 
get rid of something 20 


wire up sth/sb or wire sth/sb up to connect 
something or someone to a piece of electrical 
equipment by using electrical wires 54 


witter on British informal to talk for a long 
time about unimportant things 45 


wolf down sth or wolf sth down to eat 
something very quickly because you are very 
hungry 55 

work around/round sth to organise activities 
to ensure that a problem does not prevent 
you from doing what you want to do 9 


work yourself into sth to make yourself 
become very angry or upset 41 


work off sth or work sth off to do something 
energetic to stop yourself becoming fat after 
eating a lot of food 12 


work off sth or work sth off to reduce the 
size of a debt, either by earning money to 
pay for it or by working for the person you 
owe money to 36 


work out sth or work sth out to think 
carefully about how you are going to 
do something and to make a plan or 
decision 1, 29 


worked up adj if you are worked-up, you 
feel very upset, nervous or excited about 
something 4 

worm sth out of sb to manage to get 
information from someone which they are 
trying to keep secret 51 

worn-out adj weak and damaged through 
much use 1,4 

wrap up sth or wrap sth up to complete an 
activity, especially successfully 15 

wring sth out of sb to force or persuade 
someone to give you money or 
information 45 
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write out sth or write sth out to write (or 
rewrite) in full 33 


write up sth or write sth up to write 
something on paper or on a computer in a 
complete or final form, often using notes you 
have made 15, 51 


yell out (sth) or yell (sth) out to suddenly 
shout something in a loud voice, especially 
to get someone's attention 14 


zip along (sth) informal to move very 
quickly 46 

zip up sth or zip sth up to fasten a piece 
of clothing by using its zip (7 a long metal 
or plastic fastener), or to help someone 
close the zip on a piece of clothing they are 
wearing 38 
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Lm Using this book 


Why was this book written? 


It was written to help you improve your knowledge of idioms in English. Idioms are fixed expressions 
whose meaning is not immediately obvious from looking at the individual words in the idiom. You 
will come across a great many idioms when you listen to and read English. So it is important that you 
learn about the meanings of idioms and about how they are used. You can use this book either with a 
teacher or for self-study. 


We wanted to encourage language learners to have a balanced approach to idioms in English. 
Sometimes in the past, teachers used to argue that it was a waste of time for learners to study idioms 
as they might start using them in an inaccurate or unsuitable way. But idioms are in such widespread 
use that it is inappropriate to ignore them. This book focuses just on those idioms which the modern 
student needs to know and it aims to provide the information and practice which will help you 
understand and use them correctly. 


How were the idioms in the book selected? 


There are a great many idioms in English, but some of them sound rather old-fashioned or are 

not very widely used. The idioms which are worked on in this book were mainly selected from 
those identified as significant based on computer searches of huge language databases: the 
CANCODE corpus of spoken English, developed at the University of Nottingham in association with 
Cambridge University Press, and the Cambridge International Corpus of written and spoken English 
(now known as the Cambridge International Corpus). These databases show us how the idioms have 
actually been used by native speakers of English in conversations, newspapers, novels, and many 
other contexts. The idioms selected are all also to be found in the Cambridge Advanced Learner’s 
Dictionary 4th Edition where additional examples and usage notes will also be found. You can search 
this dictionary online by going to the following website: 

http://dictionary.cambridge.org 


How is the book organised? 


The book has 62 two-page units. The left-hand page presents the idioms that are worked on in the 
unit. You will usually find an explanation of the meaning of each idiom, an example of it in use and, 
where appropriate, any special notes about its usage. The right-hand page checks that you have 
understood the information on the left-hand page by giving you a series of exercises that practise the 
material just presented. The exercises pay particular attention to checking your understanding of the 
idioms and how they are used because this is more important for most learners than being able to 
actively use the idioms. 


The units are organised in three sections: 


Idioms to talk about ... which groups idioms according to the topic area that they are used to talk 
about. Thus, be snowed under [have an enormous amount of work to do] is included in Unit 25, 
Work. 


Idioms from the topic area of ... which groups idioms according to the image they are based on. Thus, 
hit the roof [react in a very angry way] is included in Unit 42, Houses and household objects. 


Idioms using these keywords which groups idioms according to keywords in them. For example, Unit 
50 deals with a set of idioms based on the word head. 


The book also has a key to all the exercises and an index which lists the 1,000 idioms we deal with 
and indicates the units where they can each be found. 
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How should I use this book? 

The first two units of the book, Unit 1, What are idioms? and Unit 2, Using your dictionary are 
introductory units. It is strongly recommended that you work through these units first. After that, you 
may work on the units in any order that suits you. 


What else do I need in order to work with this book? 

You need a notebook or file in which you can write down the idioms that you study in this book as 
well as any others that you come across elsewhere. 

You also need to have access to a good dictionary. We strongly recommend the Cambridge Learner's 
Dictionary as this gives exactly the kind of information that you need to have about idioms. Your 
teacher, however, may also be able to recommend other dictionaries that you will find useful. 

So, we hope that this book will ‘shed light’ on all you need to know about English idioms (see Unit 9) 
and that, by the time you finish the units, you'll be saying: ‘English idioms? 

A piece of cake!' (see Unit 18). 
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What are idioms? 


Idioms and meaning 

Idioms are expressions which have a meaning that is not obvious from the individual words. For 
example, the idiom drive someone round the bend means make someone angry or frustrated, but 
we cannot know this just by looking at the words. 

The best way to understand an idiom is to see it in context. If someone says: 

That noise is driving me round the bend! It's so annoying! 

then the context and common sense tells us that drive round the bend means something different 
from driving a car round a curve in the road. The context tells us the noise is annoying and that it's 
having an effect on the person hearing it. 


Types of idioms 


form nple meaning 

verb * object/complement kill two birds with one stone produce two useful results by 

(and/or adverbial) just doing one action 

prepositional phrase in the blink of an eye in an extremely short time 

compound a bone of contention something which people argue 
and disagree over 

simile /'simili/ (as + adjective * | as dry asa bone very dry indeed 

as, or like + noun) 

binomial (word + and + word) rough and ready crude and lacking sophistication 

trinomial (word + word + and cool, calm and collected relaxed, in control, not nervous 

+ word) g 

whole clause or sentence to cut a long story short to tell the main points, but not all 


the fine details 


Fixed aspects of idioms 

Most idioms are fixed in their form, and cannot be changed or varied. Sometimes, however, the 
grammar or the vocabulary can be varied slightly. Where this book or a dictionary gives information 
on what can be varied, always note it in your vocabulary notebook. 


vari 


ion 


exampl 


Occasionally an idiom in the active Government Ministers always pass the buck if they are challenged 
voice can be used in the passive. about poverty. [blame someone else / refuse to accept responsibility] 
The buck has been passed from Minister to Minister. No one seems 
prepared to accept the responsibility. 


Some verb-based idioms also have There is too much buck-passing in government nowadays. No one 


noun-compound forms. accepts the blame for anything. 
One or more words in the idiom don't give me a hard/rough/tough time. [don't make things difficult 
can be varied. for me] 
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1.1 


Exercises 


How much can you guess about the meaning of these idioms just by looking at the 


context? Tick the boxes according to what you 
bold. 


can understand about the words in 


1 | decided | was going to get a place at university by hook or by crook. It had always 
been my dream to study for a degree in history. 


means using illegal methods if necessary 


means nothing will stop me O 


means | was very determined 


2 The government and the unions are at loggerheads; there may be a general strike. 


DON'T KNOW/ 
YES NO CAN'T TELL 
] O ] 
O O 
Li See Unit 18. 
DON'T KNOW/ 
NO CAN'T TELL 


means have a good relationship L 


YES 


means hate each other 


means disagree very strongly See Unit 22. 
3 We had to pay through the nose to get our visas in five days instead of the usual 30 days. 
DON'T KNOW/ 
YES NO CAN'T TELL 
means suffer in some way TI 


means pay a small sum of money [ 


means pay a large sum of money 


See Unit 24. 


1.2 Classify the idioms in the sentences below according to their grammatical type: 


I. Cambridge 


im 
f^ Dictionary 


dictionary.cambridge.org 


TypeA verb + object/complement 
(and/or adverbial) 

Type B prepositional phrase 

Type C compound 


Type D simile 
Type E binomial or trinomial 
Type F whole clause or sentence 


i Should we fly or go by train? What are the pros and cons? 


Type: See Unit 11. 
zl I'm having second thoughts about going on holiday with Jean. She can be a bit 

difficult. 

Type: See Unit 6. 
3 When I had finished all my exams, | felt as free as a bird. 

Type: See Unit 62. 
4 I don't know much about design, so | gave the decorator a free hand in my new flat. 

Type: See Unit 47. 
5 She comes from a rather well-to-do family. She's always had a comfortable life. 

Type: See Unit 24. 
6 My old school friend Harriet arrived out of the blue. | hadn't seen her for 15 years. 

Type: See Unit 43. 


Correct the mistakes in the idioms in these sentences. Use the clues in brackets. Use a 


good general dictionary or a dictionary of 


1 My father’s foot was put down when | said | w. 
He said | was too young. (grammar - voice) 


2 Her words put the cat among the birds; Sam is furi: 


3 You'll be pleased to hear we arrived sound an 
4 Hewas lying in his teeth when he said he had 
truth is he failed. (grammar - small word) 


ioms if necessary. 


anted a car for my seventeenth birthday. 
See Unit 48. 


is. (vocabulary) 
d safe in Peru. (binomial) 


See Unit 17. 
got a first-class grade in his exam; the 
See Unit 53. 
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2 Using your dictionary 


What do you look up? 

As it can be difficult to work out what an idiom 
means even when you know all the individual words 
in the idiom, you will often need to look up idioms 

in a dictionary. If you are working with an online 
dictionary, then you will have no problems finding 
the idiom in question, but working with a traditional 
dictionary, you have to find where the idiom is listed. 
As an idiom consists of several words, which of these 
do you look up in your dictionary? For example, do you try to find kill two birds with one stone 
under kill, two, birds or stone, or let the cat out of the bag under let, cat or bag? 


If you are using either the Cambridge International 
Dictionary of Idioms (CIDI) or the Cambridge Advanced 
Learner's Dictionary (CALD), then the easiest way of 
finding what you need is to look in the alphabetical 
index at the back of the book. This lists all the 
expressions included in the dictionary with the word 
where an entry for the expression will be found in the 
dictionary highlighted in bold. This shows that in CIDI 
kill two birds with one stone will be found under 
two and let the cat out of the bag will be found 
under cat. In CALD these two idioms will be found under 
kill and cat. 


If you are using a different dictionary, read its introductory notes now to see how it deals with 
idioms. This will avoid the frustration you would otherwise feel on deciding to look up the wrong 
element of the idiom first. 


What information does your dictionary give you? 

Your dictionary will tell you a lot of other things as well as the meaning of the idiom. As idioms are 
used in such fixed ways, it is important to read the notes in your dictionary carefully if you want to 
use idioms as well as to understand them. 


You will find all these things in a good dictionary of idioms: 


information about words that are interchangeable, e.g. drive/send sb round the bend 
information about how the idiom is used - brackets, for example, show if any words in the idiom 
can be left out, e.g. I (can) feel it in my bones. 

notes about the grammar of the idiom - there may be notes, for example, to say that an idiom is 
usually used in a passive construction or in a continuous form or in a negative sentence 
examples of the idiom in use 

comments on register - the register labels used in CIDI are informal, formal, very informal, old- 
fashioned, taboo, humorous and literary 

notes about regional variations in use - this is important as many British idioms will sound very 
strange to an American and vice versa 


Tip 


It is not possible for this book to include as much information about each idiom as you will find in a 
dictionary. So, look up the idioms that you particularly want to learn from this book in a dictionary 


as well. In your vocabulary notebook, write any further information or other examples of the idioms 
in the context that you find in the dictionary. 
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wl, Cambridge 


8 Dictionary 


dictionary.cambridge.org 


2.2 


2.3 


2.4 


igi Cambridge 


j^ Dictionary 


dictionary.cambridge.org 


2.5 


Exercises 


Look up the idioms in these sentences in your dictionary. What word is each idiom 
listed under? 


1 It’s the person in the street who picks up the bill for the government's mistakes. 

2 She had a wonderful trip to Australia, but now she’s come back down to earth with a bump. 
3 John had a furious argument with his supervisor, but he managed to stand his ground. 

4 He's feeling very miserable, so there's no need for you to stick the knife in too. 

5 You're banging your head against a brick wall trying to get him to help you. 

6 You scared the living daylights out of me by creeping up behind me like that. 


Which word(s) could be left out of the idioms in these sentences? 


1 It's always hard when you have to come back down to earth with a bump after a holiday. 

2 Noone thought she could climb the mountain without oxygen, but she succeeded against all 
the odds. 

3 Shehit him where it hurt most by telling him that he had always been a disappointment to 
his parents. 

4 The way he reacted scared the living daylights out of me! 


Which word in each idiom could be changed for another word? 


1 Don't worry about a thing - I’m sure the company will pick up the bill. 

2 |came back down to earth with a bump when | saw the pile of post waiting for me after 
the weekend. 

The army had lost many of its men, but it managed to stand its ground. 

Why do critics seem to enjoy sticking the knife into untalented actors and writers? 

| feel as if Pm banging my head against a brick wall with him at the moment. 

It's a terrifying film - it scared the living daylights out of me! 


onp w 


What grammatical information does your dictionary give about these idioms? Read the 
information and then write a sentence with each idiom. 


1 look a gift horse in the mouth 

2 be banging your head against a brick wall 
3 beonthe brink of 

4 tie yourself up in knots 

5 beman enough 


Match the register labels in the box with the idioms in the sentences below. 


formal humorous informal literary old-fashioned very informal 


I really don't like him - he's such a slime ball. 

OK. I'll do the washing-up. There's no peace for the wicked! 

Her family has lived in that village from time immemorial. 

My grandma always used to say that an apple a day keeps the doctor away. 
The food was so delicious - we stuffed our faces. 

| hope that what | have said will give you pause for thought. 


OoUBüUGNMG 
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3 Happiness and sadness 
[eae Extreme happiness 


There are many informal idioms 
which mean extremely happy. 


I'm thrilled to bits. 
 l am/feel on top of the world. — 


END) other happiness idioms 


| idiom | 


I'm on cloud nine. 


nin example 
get a (real) very much enjoy doing something | get a (real) kick out of going for a run first 
kick out (informal) thing in the morning before anyone else 
of something is up. 
do something do something because it is exciting, Kate is keen to have a go at bungee- 
for kicks usually something dangerous jumping - just for kicks. 
(informal) 
jump for joy be very happy and excited about Rowena jumped for joy when she heard that 
something that has happened she'd won first prize. 
be floating/ be very happy about something I've been walking on air ever since Chris 
walking on air good that has happened and | started going out together. 
something something makes you feel veryhappy | It’s great to hear from you. It’s really made 
makes your day my day. 
-—— sees 
| esc Ren. op Banat 
Dear Louise, 


Hope all goes well with you. Unfortunately, everyone here is out 

of sorts’. Will is down in the dumps? because he doesn't like his 
teacher this year. I've told him that it’s not the end of the world? 
and that he'd better just grin and bear it^, but | think he likes being 
a misery guts? and so he complains about her every night. Pat 

is also suffering from sour grapes? because | got the role in the 
school play that she wanted. This puts a damper on’ every meal, 
so I'm really looking forward to staying with you at the weekend. 


Love, 
Amelia 
! slightly unhappy or slightly ill 5 someone who complains all the time and is 
? unhappy (informal) never happy (very informal) 
3 what has happened won't cause any serious 5 being jealous about something you can't have 
problems " stop an occasion from being enjoyable 
^ accept a situation you don't like because you (sometimes dampener is used instead of 
can't change it damper) 
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3.2 


3.3 


Exercises 


Combine the words in the box in order to make five expressions meaning extremely happy. Use 
each word once only. 


bits cloud heaven in moon nine of on on over seventh the 
the thrilled to top world 


Which idioms do these pictures make you think of? 


nme. 


Correct the mistakes in these idioms. 


The child was thrilled for bits to have her photo in the paper. 

I felt as if | was floating in air as | ran down the hill into his arms. 

Why does Marti look so out of sort today? 

Don't make such a fuss. It's not the finish of the world! 

Your telephone call has really done my day! 

Jill said she was on cloud seven and Jack agreed that he was in ninth heaven. 
Why does Mark always have to be such a miserable guts? 

Stereotypically, happy footballers say that they are over the sun. 


Oo -o0UBUGNMF- 


Answer these questions. 


1 Would a piece of good news or a piece of bad news be more likely to make your day? 

2 If you got top marks in an exam, would you feel down in the dumps? 

3 Are people more likely to get a kick out of hot-air ballooning or cleaning their boots? 

4 Do you have to grin and bear it when you are happy or unhappy about something that has 
happened? 

5 Ifyou are at someone's birthday party, what would be more likely to put a damper on the event - 
news of the illness of a close friend or a heavy shower of rain? 

6 Do people usually enjoy or not enjoy being in the company of a misery guts? 

7 You have a beautiful new sports car that a colleague is rather envious of. What is your colleague 
more likely to say out of sour grapes? ‘I love its green colour!’ or ‘Of course, that model is very 
unreliable 

8 Adamperis literally a thing put on piano strings to make the sound less loud. How does knowing 
this help you to understand the idiom using the word damper? 

9 Do you notice anything that a number of the images in the happiness idioms have in common? 


| B Anery relationships 
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Anger 


Being angry 


These informal idioms can be used either about yourself or about a 


third person. 


I'm fed up (to the back teeth) with trying to live on such a small wage. 


I'm at my wits’ end trying to keep things in order. 


(wits = intelligence, brains) 


I've had it up to here with this organisation! 


These informal idioms are generally used about other people. 
Your boss will have/throw a fit when he finds out you forgot to reply to 


those letters. 


(You can also say go off the deep end / go spare / do his nut / blow a fuse.) 


These less informal idioms describe other people's anger and are based on the word blood. 


If someone's blood is up, they are very angry and may react in a violent way. 


If you are after someone's blood, you want to catch them in order to hurt or punish them. 


If you are out for blood, you are determined to find someone to attack or blame for something bad 


that has happened. 


idiom 


drive someone up 
the wall 


meaning 


make someone very angry 
(or sometimes very bored) 


mple 


The neighbours’ loud music every night is 
driving me up the wall. 


drive/send someone 
round the bend/twist 


make someone very angry 
(or sometimes very bored) 


His lack of consideration is driving me round 
the twist. 


rub someone up the 
wrong way 


make someone annoyed 


Jill always manages to say something to rub her 
father up the wrong way. 


get/put someone's 
back up. 


make someone annoyed 


Roger put his sister's back up by saying she 
would never be a good driver. 


ruffle someone's 
feathers 


make someone annoyed 


Jo says what she thinks without worrying about 
whether she might be ruffling anyone's feathers. 


put/send the cat 
among the pigeons 


do or say something that 
makes a lot of people 
angry or worried 


Danny put the cat among the pigeons by 
suggesting that the company might have to 
make some redundancies. 


not be on speaking 
terms 


be so angry with each 
other that they refuse to 
speak to each other 


They haven't been on speaking terms for years 
although neither can remember what they 
first quarrelled about. 


give someone an 
earful 


tell someone how angry 
you are with them 
(informal) 


The old lady gave the children an earful for 
nearly knocking her over. 


give someone a 
piece of your mind 


tell someone how angry 
you are with them 


He'll give the boys a piece of his mind if he 
catches them in his garden. 
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4.1 


4.2 


4.3 


4.4 


Exercises 


Put the expressions in the box into pairs that mean more or less the same. 


went off the deep end gave him an earful drove him up the wall gave him a piece of her mind 


puthisbackup didhisnut rubbed him up the wrong way sent him round the bend 


Complete each of these idioms. 


1 Ethan has had it up to 

2 It's horrible living with two people who. are note on 1 speaking 

3 It'll really put the . among the pigeons if you try to bring that. 
up at the meeting. 


with his work. 


4 My sister... ou Spare when she found out I'd burnt her new top. 
5 Joelis... .. your blood now he knows it was you who told the 
police. 


.. for blood. 
f you go out dressed like that. 


6 The demonstrators are furious and ..... 
7 Your father will throw a 
8 The baby hardly sleeps at night and her mother is at her ... 


Correct eight mistakes in this paragraph. 


Yesterday | had terrible toothache. It hurt a lot and 

| guess that’s why | was in a bad temper all day. 
Everything anyone said seemed to put the back up 
and, in the end, | threw a fuse with the person | share 
my office with. Even when I’m in a good mood, she 
sends me up the twist with her constant chatter and 
yesterday | had had it off to here with her after only 
ten minutes. | really gave her an eyeful and the result 
is that we are no longer in speaking terms. | know 

I'll have to apologise for doing my nuts like that, but 
perhaps I'll wait a while. It's much easier to work 
when she isn't talking to me! Perhaps I should give 
her a peace of my mind more often. 


Answer these questions. 


Name one thing that drives you up the wall. 

Find two idioms on the left-hand page that conjure up images of birds. 

Can you remember a teacher ever going off the deep end? If so, what caused it? 

Find seven idioms on the left-hand page that are based on parts of the body. 

Has anyone recently rubbed you up the wrong way? If so, how did they do this? 

Which idiom in A on the left-hand page do you think is usually accompanied by a gesture? 
Have you ever given someone a piece of your mind? If so, what about? 

Find an idiom on the left-hand page connected with electricity. 


o -o0Us^U(GNM- 


Think about a situation you have experienced in which someone became angry. What idioms from 


thi: it can you use to describe what happened? 
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5 Knowing and understanding 


lg 07 A Knowing and not knowing 
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knowing 


She knows the system inside out. 


| meaning 


She knows every detail of it. 


When it comes to geography, he certainly knows 
his stuff. 


He has a very good knowledge of it. 


That book title has a familiar ring to it. | think 
I read it a long time ago. 


It sounds familiar / | think I’ve heard it before, 


I'm not sure if | know her, but the name rings a 
bell. (very commonly used with name) 


| have a vague memory of someone with that 
name, but can't remember exactly. 


| haven't (got) / don’t have a clue how to get to her 
house. 


not knowing | meaning 


I don't know at all. 


| haven't (got) / don't have the faintest idea where 
she lives. 


I really don't know at all. 


| haven't (got) / don’t have the foggiest (idea) what 
this switch is for. 


| absolutely don't know at all. 


| can't for the life of me remember her first name. 


1 can't remember at all. 


I'm a bit out of touch with computers these days. 


1 used to know about them, but don't know the 
latest developments. 


I'm sorry, that name doesn't ring any bells with me. 
(very commonly used with name) 


| don't think I’ve ever heard it before; it is 
unfamiliar. 


Coming to conclusions 


| didn't actually know where you were staying, but Mark said you were with a relative. So | put two 
and two together and guessed it was that aunt of yours in Manchester. [concluded from the facts 


I1 knew] 


I'm sorry, | got (hold of) the wrong end of the stick. | thought you were complaining about 


something. [came to the wrong conclusion] 


‘I think he's got hold of the wrong end of the stick." 
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5.2 


5.3 


5.4 


Exercises 


Correct the mistakes in these idioms. 


1 | don’t have even a faint idea where he is today; you'll have to ask somebody else. 
2 The title of the book has familiar rings to it, but | don’t think I’ve ever read it. 
3 My cousin knows the tax laws outside and in, so if you want advice on your tax, he'll help you. 
4 | can’t for life think what it was | came into the kitchen for. 
5 Isaw Tom and Lily together in a restaurant looking adoringly into each other's eyes. 
| added up two and two, and decided they must be madly in love. 


Use the corrected idioms from exercise 5.1 to rewrite the underlined parts of this paragraph. 
Use each idiom once only. 


1 always thought | knew my computer in every detail, but the other day it started to crash every 
time | opened a certain program. | could not in any way understand why it was doing this, and 

| didn't have any idea at all about what to do to fix it. | rang the helpline which | had used in the 
past, and after about 20 minutes | spoke to someone who said his name was Patrick, and that he 
was there to help me. He gave me some advice which sounded quite familiar to me from previous 
calls | had made to the same helpline. | thought about all this, put the facts together, and concluded 
that they give the same advice to everybody, and that it's just a way of getting rid of you. The 
computer still crashes every time | open the program. 


Write sentences that mean the opposite of these sentences. Use idioms from this unit and make 
any other necessary changes. 


1 Yes, that name is very familiar to me. | think I’ve met her several times. 

2 I’m really up to date with TV soap operas these days. | watch them every day. 

3 She knows absolutely nothing when it comes to the history of this area. 

4 correctly interpreted what she was trying to tell me and it solved a big problem. 

5 No, sorry, her name means nothing to me. | may have met her, | just can't remember. 


Complete each sentence with a different idiom which refers to ‘not knowing’. 


qu oe 
me? (weakest of the three) 

21 
(stronger than 1) 

3 bra 


s. HOW to use the photocopier. Do you think you could help 


~ where | left that letter | brought for you. I’m really sorry. 


~. What she's talking about. She's crazy! (even stronger than 2) 


Look up the word know in your dictionary or in an online dictionary and find idioms containing this 


word. Choose three idioms to learn, and make a note of them in your vocabulary notebook. Note 
down examples of how they are used, too. 
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6 Experience and perception 


16 


Learning from experiences 


Ius 


something bad has happened, but you decide to 
learn from it instead of being upset by it, 


I've decided to put it down to experience. 


you don't know what your position is or what your 
situation is with someone, and it's worrying you, 


| just want to know where I stand, that's all, 


something happens or someone says something 
that makes you think very seriously about it, 


the events / your suggestions have certainly given 
me food for thought. 


something bad happens to you and you decide you 
will never let it happen again, 


I've learnt my lesson. 


someone does something stupid which affects them 
in a way that they'll never want to do it again, 


that will teach him/her a lesson! 


someone finally becomes aware of a fact 
(often used with unpleasant facts), 


| think he/she's got the message. 


you tell the true facts to someone who has 
believed a different set of facts up to that moment, 


| just want to set/put the record straight. 


Other common idioms connected with perceiving situations 
| heard it on/through the grapevine that you're thinking of leaving the company. Is it true? [heard it 


from someone who had heard it from someone else] 


He doesn't hate you at all. It's completely untrue. It's just a figment of your imagination. [something 


you have imagined which is not true] 


The Prime Minister seems to have lost sight of why she was elected. She's broken all her promises to 
the people. [forgotten a central, important fact or truth about something] 


What beats me is why people are prepared to sit in a traffic jam every morning for half an hour just 


to get to work. [what | cannot understand] 


I'm having second thoughts about moving house. | like this part of the city and I'm not sure l’d be 
happy anywhere else. [I decided something, but now | am no longer sure about it] 


| don't know all the ins and outs of the situation, but it seems that David has decided to move out of 


the flat he shares with Ruth and Monica. [the details of] 


Language 


If an idiom has a preposition associated with it, e.g. ins and outs of, second thoughts about, always 


write the preposition with the idiom in your vocabulary notebook, as well as any other important 


structural information. 
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6.2 


6.3 


Exercises 


In each of these conversations, the second speaker uses an idiom to repeat what the first 
speaker says. Complete the idioms. 


1 Ben: Well, Luke has finally learnt that he can't expect everyone else to pay for him. 
Philip: Nesdlithink bes ec. aud a 
2 Anne: Well, Sara will certainly learn never to do that again! 
Ross: Yes, that should definitely 
3 Frances: — His suggestions are worth taking seriously, aren't they? 
Brad: Yes, they've certainly given us . 
4 Will: Joe's convinced himself that his neighbours are drug smugglers. He’ 's just crazy! 
Nick: Yes, I’m sure the whole thing is a .. 
5 Grace: Well, | think we were ic to tell her what Ai) happened, don't you? 
Steve: Yes, it was important to .. dno: 
Complete the crossword. 
T 1 Across 
3 You can hear news through it. 
3 a 5 She lost .... of the key 
points in the presentation. 
6 Put it to 
experience. 
i Down 
1 They're not your first thoughts. 
2 Usually means hits, but is used in 
6 an idiom about not understanding 
something. 


4 They go with ‘outs’. 
Complete each of these idioms. 


1 | want to know... 
you say I’m just a friend. It’s driving me crazy. 

2 He spent £500 of my money. I'll never lend him my credit card again. I’ve 

e D o 

3 I don’t know all the .and. 
the directors is going to resign. There must be a big problem. 

4 |canunderstand that she needed help, but ..... 
should ask someone as stupid as Leon to help her! 


... One day you say you love me, the next day 


of the situation, but | think one of 


me is that she 


Answer these questions. FOOD FOR THOUGHT 
1 Think of an occasion when you learnt x 
your lesson. E CONFUCIUS 


2 Think of something which happened to you that s 
you decided to put down to experience. 

3 Have you ever decided to do something, then MARX 
had second thoughts about it? What was it? 

4 Think of something you heard recently on the 
grapevine. What was it? 

5 Have you ever been in a friendship or 
relationship where you had to say ‘I need to 
know where | stand’? What was the situation? 
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T Success and failure 


I o al When things go well 


makes all the difference (to something) has a very good effect on a situation or a thing 

works/goes/runs like a dream works/goes/runs very well indeed 

works like magic works immediately and very well indeed 

goes from strength to strength gets better and better 

| does the trick solves a problem very well 

is the be-all-and-end-all (of something) is the most important thing (often used in the negative: 
not the be-all-and-end-all) 

is / turns out to be a blessing in disguise te = effect even though at first it seemed it would 
be ba 


[XE ) ... and when they don't 


igh then... 

someone/something is a victim of their/its success has negative effects as well as or instead of 
|| their/its own success positive ones 

someone doesn't have the ghost of a they have no chance at all 

chance (of doing something) 

someone/something gives up the ghost they/it stop(s) working or they stop trying to succeed 

because they know they will not 
someone/something leaves their/its they have / it has an effect (usually negative) that changes 
mark (on someone/something) someone or something for ever 


[LEER Other useful idioms connected with success and failure 
I always knew Ahmed would go places. He's been an excellent athlete since he was a teenager. 
[would be successful (go places is not used in the simple tense forms)] 


He's a good writer, but he hasn't really ever hit the big time. [been successful nationally or 
internationally and made lots of money] 


He's really made a go of that restaurant he bought. He's extended it and he employs about ten 
people now. [been very successful with] 


If a dictionary or your teacher tells you an idiom is not used with a particular tense or has other 


grammatical restrictions, e.g. go places in C above, always make a note about the grammar in 
your notebook. 
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7.1 


7.2 


7.3 


7.4 


7.5 


Exercises 


Complete these idioms with prepositions. 


1 His company has gone ................... strength 5 . strength in the last six months. He's 
making a lot of money now. 
2 The flood ruined our old kitchen, but it was a blessing .................... disguise, because the 


insurance company paid for a completely new one. 
3 This new model is not the be-all-and-end-all 
many technical features that others do not have. 
4 Your offer to drive us to the airport makes all the difference 
5 Your plan to persuade Lela to join the committee worked 


digital cameras, but it certainly has 


. our travel plans. 
.. magic. 


Use the idioms from exercise 7.1 to rewrite the underlined parts of the sentences. 


1 Atfirst we thought the new road would spoil our village, but in fact it was a positive development 
and the village shops are doing more business. 

2 | sprayed the stain remover onto my jacket and it had an immediate positive result. (Give two 
answers.) 

3 This is not the absolute best and most complete cookery book, but it does have recipes from 
100 different countries. 

4 The school has got better and better since the new head teacher took over. 

5 Getting new curtains has changed my flat in a positive way. It feels like a new one. 


Who would be most likely to say these remarks? Choose the correct answer. 
1 Itleft its mark on me. 

a) someone who had just spilt red wine over themselves 

b) someone who taught in a very bad school for ten years 

c) someone who had a wonderful birthday party 
2 l'mavictim of my own success. 

a) someone who won a lot of money then spent it all 

b) astudent who always passes every exam they take 

c) a popular teacher whose class everyone wants to be in 
3 Idon'tthink I'll ever hit the big time. 

a) arock musician who is popular in local clubs 

b) an athlete who has just got a place in an Olympic team 

c) a dentist with a very heavy schedule of appointments 
4 Work isn't the be-all-and-end-all in my life. 

a) someone who is unemployed 

b) someone who has a lot of interesting hobbies 

c) someone who never finishes a job they start 


Complete each of these idioms. 


1 The photocopier has completely .. .. the ghost. We need a new one. 


2 Ididn't think I... c ghost Of a -... Of passing the exam, but I did. 
3 Mynew motorbike a dream; it's fast, but so smooth and quiet. 
Answer these questions. 


1 Ifyou make a go of something, do you succeed or fail? 
2 What should you remember about the grammar of the idiom go places? 
3 What could you write in your vocabulary notebook about the use of be-all-and-end-all? 
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8 Having problems 


gg eS Describing the problem 
I've come up against a brick wall. ` I've been left holding the baby. 


[something is blocking me from [others have left me to deal with a 
doing what | want to do] problem alone] 
I put my foot in it. They've got me over a barrel. 
[said something tactless [have put me in a situation where | 
| and embarrassing] have no choice over what | can do] 


| I'm in dire straits. 


[in a very difficult or 
dangerous situation] 


| lve dug myself into a hole. 


[have myself caused a 
problem that will be difficult 
to escape from (informal)] 


l lve spread myself too thin. ` 
[am unable to find information or to 


Katye o ag CET EDE achieve something I'd hoped for] 
atthe same time, with the result 


that | can't give any of them the 
attention they need] 


I've come up against 
astumbling block. | 


[a problem which stops me 
from achieving something] 


I'm clutching at straws now. 


[am in such a difficult situation 
g that | will try anything] 


| [accept criticism or punishment 


for what you have done] 
EN) Fact of tite 


Taxes are, unfortunately, a fact of life. [an unpleasant situation which has to be accepted because it cannot 
be changed] 


A fact of life must not be confused with the phrase the facts of life, which is a slightly indirect 
(humorous) way of referring to information about sexual reproduction. 


Easier said than done 


Why don't you take the train to work? Then you'd avoid all the traffic jams. 


Easier said than done! There are no trains at the right time. [something you say when something seems 
like a good idea, but is difficult to actually do] 


Make a 'problems' idioms page in your vocabulary notebook. You will find examples of other 


idioms that can be used for talking about problems in other units of this book too. As you find 
them, add them to this page of your notebook. 
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8.1 


8.2 


8.3 


8.4 


Exercises 


Match the beginning of each idiom on the left with its ending on the right. 


1 left holding the a wall 

2 brick b block 
3 stumbling El c music 
4 dire d baby 
5 drawa e barrel 
6 have you over a f straits 
7 facethe g blank 


Put the words in the right order and make sentences. 


done / said / Easier / than 

too / to / Try / spread / thin / not / yourself 

1/1/foot / it / wish / my / put / hadn't / in 

a/ life / older / of / Getting / fact / is 

straits / The / is / company / dire / in 

life / primary / facts / of / the / Children / taught / in / school / are 


AnRWNe 


Which idioms do these pictures make you think of? 


Neamt | B 
A! au 


Complete each of these idioms with one word. 


1 You'd better stop talking or you'll dig yourself into a deeper „u. 
| hoped I'd find the address | needed in the library, but | drew a .. 

If you take on any more work, you'll be spreading yourself far too 
Stranded on the island with no money and no luggage, we were well aware that we were 
in dire . 
5 The police explored a number of leads, but each time they came up against 

a brick 4 E 

6 Not having enough savings to set up a business was a moona AE 
7 Iwish I could leave my job, but they've got me over a .. 


PWN 


Magazines often have articles about people’s problems or question and answer pages dealing with 


problems of different kinds. Find an article or a question and answer page like this and make a note 
of any idioms that you find there. 
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9 


Dealing with problem 


age AZAR) Trying to solve a problem 


22 


1 managing with something that 


Rafael needed a bookcase, He had been making do! with isn’t as good as you would like 
planks of wood on bricks, but he wanted something nicer ? give something a try (informal) 
now. His sister, Ana, suggested buying a self-assembly ? make an effort to understand or to 
bookcase where the pieces came in a flat pack for him to deal with a problem or situation 
put together himself. Rafael knew he wasn’t much good at 4 to protect himself 

that sort of thing, but he decided to give it a shot/whirl’, even though it 

When he opened the pack, it all looked very confusing, but might not be Po 


he was determined to get to grips with? it. necessary UN 


After a couple of hours, he had something that 5try to discover 
looked a bit like a bookcase but was rather the truth about 
wobbly. To be on the safe side’, he asked "something 


Ana to check it for him. "There's something not 

quite right about this, she said. ‘I think 

we'd better get to the bottom of it 
before you put your books on it" 


Light and understanding 


The recent release of fifty-year-old documents 
deal of light on the political crises of the 19 
information about the government of the di 
light and some surprising facts about th 
also come to light. 

The concept of light is often us: 
bring something to light (usu 
were previously unknown. Of 
illegal. Come to light gives a similar idea of Unknown facts becoming known. Shed/Throw light 
on something means to help people understand a situation. 


It's been a very difficult year, but at last | feel | can see the light at the end of the tunnel. 
[something makes you believe that a difficult and unpleasant situation is coming to an end] 


The problem's over 
The Democratic Party is behaving as if victory was already in the bag. [certain to be achieved 
(informal)] 


| was in despair until Chris turned up - the answer to my prayers. [something or someone that you 
have needed for a long time] 


| want to wave a magic wand and make things better. [find an easy way to solve a problem] 


I've got to tie up a few loose ends before | go on holiday. [deal with the last few things that need to 
be done before something is completed] 


Once Sara explains why she acted as she did, everything will fall into place. [be understood or 
go well] 


After the flood, it took us some time to pick up the pieces. [try to return to normal] 
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9.1 


9.2 


9.4 


9.5 


Exercises 


Match each idiom on the left with its definition on the right. 


tie up loose ends 


come to light 

give something a shot 

get to grips with something 
make do 


to be on the safe side 


wave a magic wand 


1 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
8 


get to the bottom of something 


Complete each of these idioms with one word. 


I've been busy at work, but | can see the light at the end of the .. Bb. .. now. 
a magic wand and make her sc son on happy again. 

.... ends, then I'll go to the match with you. 
When her parents gave her some money, itw was like the answer to her 
I've never tried yoga before, but I'd be happy to give ...... 
till you've had an offer in writing. 


Sarah wanted to ..... 
Just wait while | tie up these „u 


The job isn't in the ... s 
This research may shed fresh ......... 


a understand and deal with something 
b try something 
find an easy solution 


e 
d justin case 
e finish off final little tasks 

f uncover the truth 

g manage with something of worse quality 
h bediscovered 


a shot. 


n the causes of asthma in children. 


ON AHARWNHE 


As | listened to the evidence, everything began to into place. 


Complete each sentence with an idiom from the box. Make any other necessary changes. 


bring to light 
give it a whirl 


come to light 
pick up the pieces 


fallinto place getto grips with 
shed light on 


getto the bottom of 


I'd like to try that new bowling alley. Let's 
I'm finding it quite hard . 


Some important new evidence 
| hope that we'll be able .. 
New medical research . 


CIDHAWNE 


.. this evening. 


= MY new role at work. 
When the business failed, Paul ‘vanished, leaving his partner 


in the last few days. 


. what’s been going on. 

he causes of heart attacks. 
As soon as | met Joshua's family, everything .. 
In the investigation into their accounts, a number of error: 


Match each statement on the left with the most likely response on the right. 


I'll wash your car for you! 


Let's go home now. 


The job's in the bag! 
We'd better take umbrellas. 


Can you make do with a pencil? 
We just don't know what to do! 


Ouhwne 


a OK, just to be on the safe side. 

If only | could wave a magic wand! 

You're the answer to my prayers! 

Soon. I've still got some loose ends to tie up. 
| hope you're right! 

Sure, that'll do fine. 


76 jaca & 


Which idioms do these pictures make you think of? 


Me Ur oL 
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Power and authority 


FASES Laws and rules 


Note the idioms in this online comment on news website 


1 taking action which 


LauraN 1st February at 11:07 we should be taken by 
3 During the recent demonstrations in the city centre, we saw the police or the 

protesters taking the law into their own hands’ and attacking the courts 

offices of the company responsible for the pollution of our beaches. ? are completely 

While | can understand how angry these protesters must feel, it is out of control and 

clear that the most violent group of demonstrators, the so-called simply ignore the 

‘Nature's Commandos’, have become a law unto themselves? and law 

that the police are failing to control the situation. What we now need ? be very firm and 


is a firm government that is prepared to lay down the law? to the 


big corporations which pollute our environment and to stop bending clear about the law, 


the rules‘ when it is a question of commercial interests. At the and enforce it 

same time, the police must take firm action against the most violent ^ making special 

groups. Only in this way can we solve the problems we now face. exceptions; letting. 

Ow Qe some people 

E Sh disobey the rules/ 
laws 


FESSES Authority and responsibility 


If you 


then yo 


carry the can (for something which happens) accept the blame/responsibility alone, even though 
other people were responsible 


get / let someone off the hook are free / leave someone free from all responsibility or 
from a difficult situation 


leave someone to their own devices allow them to decide how to act; do not control or 
supervise them 


are at/on the receiving end (of something, for suffer from / are the target of (the other person's anger/ 


example, a person's anger/criticism) criticism, etc.) 

are at someone's beck and call do everything they tell you to do, whenever they tell 
you to do it 

get your own way persuade other people to let you do what you want 


FERRE Power and politics 


The people of Sweden go to the polls next Sunday. [/paulz/ vote in a general election] 
The government's spin doctors always make sure the news is very positive. [public relations officers 
who meet the press/media and present events in a way that suits them] 


| think there is a hidden agenda in the government's plans. [an attempt to hide their real intentions] 
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10.1 


10.2 


10.3 


10.4 


Exercises 


Which of these people are in a good situation (from their point of view) and which are in a bad 
Situation? The idioms all come from B opposite. 


1 Jack has been let off the hook. 3 Carmen is at everyone's beck and call. 
2 Lily has had to carry the can. 4 Bea has got her own way. 


Complete each of these idioms with a preposition. 


1 It's wrong to take the law d 
It's time | laid ... the law and made them do their duty. 

I would not want to be .. ~ the receiving end of his bad temper. (Give two answers.) 
Old Bob seems to have become a law... .... himself at work. He does just what 

he likes. 

5 Nobody tells you what to do. You're just left „n your own devices. 


your own hands. 


RWN 


Rewrite the underlined part of each sentence with an idiom. 


1 I think there is a reason she’s not telling us about that letter she sent to the boss. 
2 | thought | was going to have to represent my class at the staff-student meeting, but they've told. 
me | don't have to. 


3 She's an awful boss to work for; the secretaries have to do what she wants whenever she wants it, 
eight hours a day, seven days a week. 

4 He has had to take a lot of criticism from the press in recent weeks. 

5 They cause all the trouble, and | always have to take the blame. 

6 Idon't want someone telling me what to do all the time. I'd rather be allowed to make my own 


decisions about how to do things. 
Write a sentence or a couple of 
sentences for each of these idioms 
to show their meaning. 


| Waiting Room | - 


7 


1 ahidden agenda 
2 aspin doctor 

3 bendthe rules 

4 goto the polls 


‘I think he must be one of those spin doctors." 


Read the editorials and/or letters to the Editor in an English-language newspaper or watch / listen to 


an English-language news broadcast on radio / TV / the Internet. Notice how many idioms occur in 
the political news. Make a note of any idioms that are not in this unit. 
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Structuring and talking abou 


On the one hand’, | don't think that schoolchildren should 
have mobile phones at school. It's too easy for them to get 
distracted on social media. On the other hand", they are a 
useful way for kids to get in touch with their parents when 


there is a crisis. Be that as it may’, it is still a nuisance 
when phones go off in the middle of a lesson. To put it in a 
nutshell’, there are a lot of pros and cons with regard to 
kids and mobiles. 


Structuring arguments 


1 and ? these phrases are used to present two opposite facts or two different ways of looking at the same issue 
3 an expression which means you accept that something is true, but it still does not change your opinion 

^ indicates that you're describing something as briefly as you can 

5 advantages and disadvantages 


Noun phrases relating to arguments 


She's caught in a vicious circle. She gets depressed, so she buys some new clothes, so she has no 
money, which makes her depressed again. [a problem that cannot be solved because it causes another 
problem that causes the first problem again] 


Don't let's get onto corruption in the police. That would really be opening a can of worms! 
[a problem which you do not want to deal with because it will cause trouble (informal)] 


The producer says critics love the film, but box-office takings will provide the acid test. 

[a key test which will prove the value, quality or truth of something] 

Certainly, boarding school is hard for children. The other side of the coin is that they learn to be 
independent. [a different view, making something look either better or worse than before] 


idiom 


tie yourself (up) 
in knots 


Talking about arguments 


meanin, 


become very confused when you 
are trying to explain something 


example 


Fiona tried to explain the problem, but she 
soon tied herself up in knots. 


be brought/called 
to account 


be forced to explain your actions 
and (probably) punished 


The Ministers responsible should be called to 
account for their incompetence. 


give someone 
the benefit of 
the doubt 


believe something good about 
someone even though you could 
believe either good or bad 


I'm not sure that David is telling the truth, 
but I’m giving him the benefit of the doubt. 


go round in 
circles 


make no progress in an argument 
or discussion 


We're going round in circles. | wish you'd 
come up with a new idea! 


won't budge/give 
an inch 


won't modify an opinion or agree 
to even small changes that 
another person wants 


I'm prepared to compromise, but Bert won't 
budge an inch. 
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11.1 


11.2 


11.3 


11.4 


Exercises 


Match the beginning of each idiom on the left with its ending on the right. 


1 acan of a circle 
2 the acid b hand 

3 avicious c nutshell 
4 ina d coin 

5 onthe other e inch 

6 the other side of the f circles 
7 tie yourself up in LJ g worms 
8 goround in L] h knots 
9 be called to L] i test 

10 won't give an L] j account 


What are the situations describing? Match an idiom from the box with each situation. 


a vicious circle going round in circles putting it in a nutshell the acid test 
tying yourself up in knots the pros and cons of a situation 


Trying out a new invention for the first time. 

Trying to explain something complex that you do not really understand. 

The advantages and disadvantages of moving to a different town. 

Explaining a complicated situation in two minutes. 

Trying to reach agreement when neither side is prepared to modify its position. 

Getting rid of some books so you have space on your bookshelves, then buying more books 
because you now have space, so you now need to get rid of more books to clear a bit more space. 


OoocBUMG 


Complete each sentence with an idiom from the box. 


acan of worms called to account on the one hand be that as it may 
give him the benefit of the doubt the other side of the coin 


1 In some ways it's glamorous being a pop star. But....... ... is that you 
no longer have any privacy. 
2 It’s time these petty criminals were ... sess. FOF their irresponsible 


actions. 
3 | know Bill's a nice friendly person, but, 
his weight in the office. 


.,he still has to pull 


-.... I think Janna might have the best personality for the job, 
but, on the other, Mina has more experience. 

5 If he's apologised, | think you should .. 

6 It would be opening 


to inquire about his finances, 


Rewrite the underlined part of each sentence with an idiom. 


| got very confused trying to explain to Karl how | felt about him. 


1 

2 I'd like you to write an essay on the advantages and disadvantages of working abroad. 
3 To put it briefly, James needs to produce better homework. 
4 
> 


Natasha was prepared to compromise, but Alex wouldn’t compromise at all. 
You need more money so you work more. You earn more so you spend more. So you need to work 
more. It never ends. 
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12 conversational responses 
TERRAE) Emphasis 


possible stimulus you say you 

You can borrow my car tonight. Thanks a million! Thank you very much indeed. 

Did you get the job you wanted? No such luck! You're disappointed you were not 
able to do something. 

Can | go skiing with you and your The more, the merrier. You're happy for others to join your 

friends this weekend? group or activity. 

She's a great teacher! You can say that again! You totally agree with someone. 

Come on the roller coaster with me! No way! You do not want to do something. 

1don't know how you can drive a carin | There's nothing to it! You think something is easy. 

London traffic! 

You could become a model. Don't make me laugh! You think something is unlikely. 

It's nearly the end of the holiday How time flies! You are surprised at how quickly 

already. time has passed. 

We bumped into John's teacher in It's a small world. You are surprised at a coincidence, 

Venice! e.g. meeting someone 


unexpectedly or discovering 
mutual friends. 


END indifference 


ER 


possible stimul you mean 

What do you think caused the It's neither here nor there | Itis not very important. 

problem? what I think. 

Who do you think is to blame - the It's six of one and half a Two people or groups are equally 

boss or the workers? dozen of the other. responsible for a bad situation. 

What do you think of Joe Hart's acting? | I can take it or leave it. You do not hate something, but you 

don't particularly like it either. 

Luke's got so many computer games. I know. You name it, he's Anything you say or choose, e.g. 

got it. You name it, he's done it. 


ENED 
iene tte 


[it's great to relax and not to be 
at work.] 


[Find more interesting [Bad things always seem to be 
things to do.] happening to me. (humorous)] 


[Something someone has not [Bad things happen and you 
experienced is very good or exciting cannot prevent them.] 
and they should try it. (humorous)] 
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Exercises 


12.1 Complete these dialogues with an idiom from A or B opposite. 


1 A Mynew neighbour was at school with you! 
B: eae 
2 A: Isit OK if | bring Jeff to your party? 
3 A: Do you think Anne or Brian is to blame for their break-up? 
4 A: Goodness! It's nearly midnight! 
B: ids mas 
5 A: Did you manage to get tickets for the concert in the end? 
B: T 
6 A: Do you like caviar? 
B: 
TN 
B: 
8 A: 
B: 


12.2 Complete these sentences with an idiom from C opposite. 
1 A: I can't come out with you because I’ve got to wash my hair. 


"ve never swum in the Mediterranean. 


; As soon as | moved into my new flat, th: 


B: You're right .. 


12.3 Correct the mistakes in these idioms. 


It's a lovely present. Thanks a thousand. 

You won't find it difficult to learn to ski. There's really nothing to that. 

It's either here or there which hotel you decide to stay in - they're both excellent. 
Let's have a really big wedding. The more, the merry. 

You may say that again! | couldn't agree with you more! 

He's travelled a lot. You say it, he's been there. 


AaRwne 


12.4 Which idioms do these pictures make you think of? 
2 3 
icy 
| E 
Wu, — 


Think of some statements that might prompt the conversational responses in unit, and use them 
to learn the responses. For example, Do you like heavy metal music? I can take it or leave 


a 
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13 Praise and criticism 


ES Praise and positive comments 


In these conversations, the second speaker uses an idiom to repeat and sum up what the first 
speaker says. 


Mieko: That little village was the most wonderful, beautiful place I've ever seen. 
Tania: Yes, it really was out of this world, wasn't it? 


Nora: Professor Breen is the best lecturer I’ve ever heard. 
Alec: — Yes, he's second to none, isn't he? 


Lucy: I’m not looking forward to being group leader after John. He's so popular and successful. 
Fergus: Yes, he’s a hard act to follow! 


Jack: Oh, I do like our new sofa. It looks just perfect here. 
Rosie: Yes, it’s just made for this room, isn't it? 


Kirsten: | admire William. He defended himself very well in the face of all the criticism and made 
some good points against his critics too. 


Jamie: Yes, he gave as good as he got, didn’t he? 


Emilio: | don’t think we'll get tickets for the cup final. They're all sold and we'd have to pay a huge 
sum of money to buy some on the black market. 


Chris: Yes, they're like gold dust. 


Mark: Dr Zasta’s research is incredibly original and he has made some important new discoveries. 
Nuria: Yes, he’s done some really ground-breaking work. 


= Criticising people 


Read Alice’s account of some problems she had with a colleague at work. Note the idioms. 


! friendly and pleasant, but in a false way 

? irritating/annoying me 

? make me suffer / feel guilty. 

^ tease/mock me (you can also say make 
fun of me) 

5to make a bad situation even worse 

6 criticise my character; suggest that | 
was not honest (formal) 

" completely/totally (for negative 
qualities of people) 

? doing things that were certain to result 

E in trouble (you can also say asking for 

it, which is more informal) 


... Well, when | started working with her, at first she was 
all sweetness and light’, but after a while she started 
getting on my nerves?, and we soon began to have 
arguments over stupid things. If | made even a small 
mistake with my work, she would give me a hard time’, 
you know, and she would poke fun at‘ me if | smiled at 
or chatted with any of our male colleagues. To add insult 
to injury, she began to cast aspersions on my honesty, 
and one day, when some money disappeared from 
someone's handbag, she told people she thought I'd 
stolen it. | don’t think she was an 
out-and-out’ evil person, but she 
was certainly asking for trouble’, 
and one day | just lost my temper 
and, you know, told her exactly what 
| thought of her and how much | 
disliked her. She hasn’t spoken to 
me since that day ... 
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13.1 


13.2 


13.3 


13.4 


Exercises 


Use an idiom in each sentence to repeat and sum up what the other person says. 


1 A: Lydia was very friendly and smiling after our quarrel, but in a really false way. 
B: Yes, | know. One minute she was angry, the next minute she was 


2 A: Itried to buy the new England football shirt, but all the shops had sold out. 
B: Yes, apparently they're .... 
3 A: If he continues to behave the way he is Min. he's going to have big problems. 
B: Yes, | think he's just .. (Give two answers.) 
4 A: Bridge Street College is the best school in n the whole region. 
B: Yes, it’s 
5 A: | enjoy being Chairperson, but | find it difficult coming after such a popular and successful 


Chairperson as Sarah. 
: Yes, she's certainly... 


Correct the mistakes in these idioms. 
1 She really gets in my nerve sometimes. 


2 The last President was an in-and-out cruel 
monster, and the new one is not much better. 

3 | don’t think you should cast aspirations on him. 
He's not here to defend himself. 


4 The scientists did some ground-making research 
on human genes. 


5 She had already upset me, but to add injuries NT 
to insults she told me | was ugly. ground-breaking work 


Answer these questions. 


1 What verb and preposition can be used instead of make and of in the idiom make fun of 
somebody? 
2 What verb can be used instead of get in the idiom get on someone's nerves? 


Complete each of these idioms. 


1 They criticised her very strongly, but she... 
made them shut up. 

2 This dining table is just 

3 Why are you ..... 
I'm sorry. | can’t do any more. 

4 We stayed at a luxurious five-star hotel. It was out of 


. as good as she... and 


. for this room. The wood matches the doors perfectly. 
.. time? | know I was wrong, but | said 


me such a 


Over t« 


Think about people or things you admire, or ones you have reason to criticise, Which idioms from this. 
unit can you use to talk about them? 
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14 Opinions on people and actions 


END) Evaluating people or things 


It often helps to learn idioms by associating them with keywords. 


32 


keywo! 


idiom 


examp 


meaning 


answer have a lot to answer for Parents who don't control are the main cause of the 
their children have a lot to problems 
answer for. 
crack something is not all it's That restaurant is not all it's is not as good as people say 
cracked up to be cracked up to be. itis 
edge someone/something has This computer has the edge is slightly better than 
the edge over someone/ over other models because 
something ithas such a huge hard 
drive. 
desire leave a lot to be desired Her spoken English leaves a is not as good as it should 
(always in simple tense lot to be desired. be / as we might expect 
forms) 
make have all the makings of The recent events have all are likely to develop into 
the makings of a big political 
scandal. 
side on the big/expensive, etc. This suitcase is a bit on the heavier than you want it to be 
side heavy side. 
loss adead loss This remote control's a dead completely useless 
loss. 
ready rough and ready The accommodation was a crude and lacking 


bit rough and ready, 


sophistication 


If someon 


throws the baby out with the bathwater 


Commenting on people and their actions 


change things, but lose good things as well as bad 


gets/jumps/leaps on the bandwagon 


get involved in something already very successful 


plays devil’s advocate 


pretend to be against an idea so that others discuss it 


drives someone to distraction 


make someone very angry or very bored 


makes an exhibition of themselves 


do things in public that make them look stupid 


does something under false pretences 


tell lies about who they are or what they’re doing 


never does anything by halves 


always make a great effort and do things very well 


is a laughing stock 


are laughed at / mocked by everyone 
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14.1 


14.2 


14.3 


14.4 


Exercises 


Which idioms on the left-hand page have these keywords? 


keyword idiom 
1 half 
2 baby 
3 desire 
4 bandwagon 
5 laugh 


Use the idioms from exercise 14.1 to rewrite the underlined parts of these sentences. 


1 The new documentary channel on TV is not as good as it should be. 

2 My brother goes to enormous efforts to do everything perfectly; he designed and built his own 
house, and designed most of the furniture too! 

3 Hethinks everyone is afraid of him, but in fact 


everyone laughs at him in secret. 
4 Yes, I think we should change the system, but | think we should be careful to keep the good things. 


5 Five years ago, there v were not many companies selling on the Internet, but now everyone has. 


joined in essful. 
Answer these questions. 


1 During the discussion, Kelly played 
devil's advocate. 
Did she agree or disagree with everyone else? 
In what way? 
The buses that go from the airport to the city are 
a bit rough and ready. Are they nice to ride in? 
Does the idiom mean they are usually ready to 
go when you arrive? 
3 Matt was acting under false pretences when 
he worked as an electrician. What did Matt 
do which was wrong? 
4 Camford University is not all it's cracked up to be. 
Would you want to study there? Why? / Why not? 
5 Your friend has driven you to distraction. 
Do you say ‘Thanks for the lift’? Are you happy 
with him/her? Why? / Why not? 


N 


Complete each of these idioms. Use the clues in brackets. 


1 That new motorway project has .. the . of a disaster for the 
environment. It will go through the middle of a wildlife area. (is likely to become) 

2 Zara... „a real... . in class the other day. It was 
so embarrassing! (behaved in a way that made her look stupid) 

3 The Krona Hotel is a bit „„ expensive ... 
Couldn't we stay somewhere cheaper? (more than | want to pay) 

4 This old camera is a . The batteries run out after about ten 
photos. (useless, no good) 

5 | think Pari 
holiday. (slightly better) 

6 The government has got a... 
unemployment. (has caused a lot of problems) 


the.. 


.. Over other European cities as a place for a 


Eton 


for with regard to 
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Behaviour and attitudes 


idiom 


look right/straight 
through someone 


Behaviour to yourself and others 


meaning 


behave as if you do not see someone 
either because you do not notice 
them or because you are ignoring 
them 


example 


Ann often looks straight through 
you, but | think it may be because 
she's short-sighted. 


leave someone in the 
lurch 


leave someone at a time when they 
need you to stay and help them 


I'm sorry lm leaving you in the 
lurch, but I’ve got to get to a meeting 
by 10 a.m. 


give someone a hard/ 
rough/tough time 


make things difficult for someone 


The teacher will give you a rough 


time if you don't finish the book, 


keep a lid on something 


control the level of something in order 
to stop it increasing 


Rolf's been trying to keep a lid on his 
emotions, but every now and then 
his anger erupts. 


really is 


let (yourself) go either take less care of your Sophie used to be so elegant, but 
appearance or relax completely and now she's really let herself go. 
enjoy yourself 

blow something out of behave as if something that has The newspapers have blown the 

(all) proportion happened is much worse than it dispute out of all proportion. 


TE) Attitudes towards events 


When we got to our holiday destination, it was a very long climb up to the cottage that we were 
renting. John thought nothing of! it, but | found it quite difficult. However, when we got to the 
top, the view was so beautiful that it brought a lump to my throat”. We were only going to be 
there for two weeks, so we were determined to make the most of? it. Then my mother rang to 
say that my grandmother had been taken ill and her life was hanging in the balance". Of course, 
everything else faded/paled into insignificance? then and we agreed that we wouldn't dream 
off staying away in those circumstances. We caught the next plane home and spent the flight 
trying to come to terms with’ the thought that she might die. However, thank goodness, when 


we got to the hospital, she was sitting up completely recovered and very apologetic that she had 


spoiled our holiday. 


1 did something that other people found difficult very 
easily 

2 moved me so much that | wanted to cry 

3 take full advantage of something because it may 
not last long 

^ no one knows what will happen to it in the future 


wrong 


5 did not seem at all important when compared to 
something else 
5 would never do something because we think it is 


T start to accept emotionally and to deal with a 


difficult situation 


Idioms are frequently used for commenting on your own or others’ behaviour and attitudes. Try to 


notice how idioms are used in this way when you are reading or listening to English. Note the 
context as well as the idiom in your vocabulary notebook. 
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15.1 


15.2 


15.3 


15.4 


Exercises 


Which of these sentences describe basically positive behaviour or attitudes and which 
describe behaviour or attitudes that are negative (at least from the speaker's point of view)? 


Mark looked straight through me when | walked into the hall. 

Rachel left me in the lurch as she usually does. 

Sam has really let himself go since his wife died. 

Let's make the most of this beautiful weather. 

The boy's soprano ringing through the church brought a lump to my throat. 
Rita's husband has blown the argument out of all proportion. 

It'll be great to be able to let ourselves go once term ends. 

They are gradually coming to terms with their loss. 


WIDKHARWNH 


Complete each of these idioms with one word. 


1 The government has been quite successful at keeping a ................................ on inflation. 

2 Her boss is still giving her a........... .. time for forgetting to circulate his report. 
(Give three answers.) 

3 Inthe light of what has happened since, our problems then have paled into 


Jack thinks nothin 
The newspapers often .. 
The beauty of the sunset brought 
The fate of my application is hanging in the 
come through. 

| wouldn't... 


.... being interviewed on TV. 

minor stories out of all proportion. 

to my throat. 

„~ until my exam results 


œ 


.... of telling anyone your secret. 


Answer these questions. 


Have you ever been left in the lurch? If so, when? 

Has anyone ever given you a rough time? If so, why? 

Is there anything difficult that you think nothing of doing? If so, what? 

What do you think it is important to make the most of? 

What was once a big problem for you that has now paled into insignificance? 
What sorts of things bring a lump to your throat? 

Can you think of something that you have had to come to terms with? If so, what? 
What would you never dream of doing? 


SOYDHRWNE 


Which idioms do these pictures make you think of? 
1 
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16 


Reacting to what others say 


EN Complete phrases 


possible stimul 


I understood everything he said to Really? You could’ve You do not believe what someone 

me in French. | was just pretending fooled me! says about something that you saw or 

not to. experienced yourself. 

Josh adores cowboy films! There's no accounting You can't understand why someone 
for taste(s)! likes or doesn't like something. 

Are you prepared to hand in your Yes, if all else fails! If all other plans do not work. 

notice to stop them going ahead with 

their plans? 

What do you think of the Labour The lesser of two evils, | | It is the less unpleasant of two bad 

candidate in the election? suppose. options. 

How did we get into this terrible One thing just led to A series of events happened, each 

position? another. caused by the previous one. 

It was such a stupid thing to say to I know. PU never live it You think that you have done 

her. down! something bad or embarrassing that 

people will never forget. 

My boss just congratulated me on my | Yes, go on. Strike while Do something immediately while you 

report. Should | ask him for a pay rise | the iron is hot. have a good chance of success. 

now? 

How are you going to live on such a I don't know - one way You are not sure exactly how yet, but it 

small salary? or another. will happen. 


aay Prepositional phrases 


It’s a bit over the top! 


If | were in your shoes, 


Profits are falling. Do 1 wouldn't do that! 


you think | should sack 
[more extreme than is half the staff? 
necessary or appropriate] 


[in your position] 


It wouldn't be at ti 


Bi 
a MAN [the most 
e l 
t S important 
a ` | priority 


for me] 


[not an appropriate 
way of behaving] 
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16.1 


16.2 


16.3 


16.4 


Exercises 


Match each idiom on the left with its definition on the right. 


1 noton a somehow 

2 one way or another ia b asa last resort 
3 at the top of your agenda O] c exaggerated 
4 over the top [] d now 

5 ifall else fails g e important 

6 strike while the iron is hot [] f inappropriate 


Which of the idioms from A opposite might the second speaker use in these situations? 
1 A | love to puta bit of sugar on my lettuce. 


I really didn't mind at all that | didn't win the prize! 


: Do you think | should go and speak to her now? 
: Yes, ..... anigi giiia | bni Tz 
Would you rather have George or Sophie as your boss? 

suppose George is . 
Will you walk to work if your car won't start tomorrow? 


Correct the mistakes in these idioms. 


1 IfI were in your boots, I'd take the job in New York. 

2 Asking the Managing Director for his ID was a really stupid mistake to make. I’m sure my 
colleagues will never let me live it off. 

3 Improving office morale is said to be high on the new boss's calendar. 

4 We hadn't intended to stay there so long, but one thing took to another. 

5 Take your chance now. Strike while the flame is hot. 

6 | can’t understand what people see in the exhibition. There's no accounting for likes. 

7 Ifall else falls, | suppose l'Il have to go and live somewhere else. 

8 Given the choice between watching football or golf, | suppose football is the less of two 
evils. 


Complete these sentences in any way you like. 


1 Iflwerein hoes, I'd M 

2 m is at the top of my agenda at 
the moment. 

is just not on, as far as I'm 

concerned. 

4 |'m determined to... -~ ONE Way or 
another, 

5 | think tha ... is/was over the top. 


6 In my opinion, if you compare and 


,then 


the lesser of two evils. 
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37 


Getting into danger 


The soldiers were caught napping by the sudden attack. [got into trouble because 
they were not paying enough attention (napping = sleeping)] 


The Health Minister risked his job by going out on a limb and criticising the 
proposals put forward by the Prime Minister. [stating an opinion or doing something 
different from anyone else. You can also be out on a limb, which means you are alone and 
lacking support from anyone else (limb = large branch of a tree)] 


Oscar is quite weak and is easily led astray by others. [influenced so that he does bad things (astray = 
away from the main path)] 


I'd leave well alone if | were you; Jack hates people tidying his papers. [try not to change or improve 
something because this might make things worse] 


Although it's always panic stations before the performance, everything goes smoothly as soon as 
the curtain goes up. [a time or situation where you feel very anxious and have to act quickly (informal)] 


Taxes are a necessary evil. [something you do not like, but you agree that it must exist or happen] 


Thank goodness, you're safe and sound. | was so worried about you when I heard about the 
accident. [this phrase simply emphasises the word safe] 


idiom 


have a narrow escape 


END Being close to danger 


meaning 


just manage to avoid danger or trouble 


nple 


The crew had a narrow escape when 
the pilot made a crash landing. 


do something by the 


only just succeed in doing something 


We won the match by the skin of our 


skin of your teeth teeth. 
rather/too close for so close in distance or similar in amount | We won the election, but the results 
comfort that you are worried or frightened were rather close for comfort. 


cut things fine 


leave yourself only just enough time to 
do something 


| prefer getting to the station early, 
but Lee always cuts things fine. 


something sets alarm 


something worries you because it is a 


The strange look she gave me set 


someone's hands 


or die 


bells ringing sign that there may be a problem alarm bells ringing. 

take your life in(to) do something very risky You're taking your life into your hands 
your hands crossing the road here. 

your life is in that person can affect whether you live | When you go into hospital, you put 


your life in the hands of strangers. 


hanging by a thread 


likely to fail in the near future 


The economy is hanging by a thread. 


on a knife-edge 


in a very difficult situation and there are 
worries about the future 


The business is on a financial 
knife-edge and may go bankrupt. 
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17.1 


17.2 


17.3 


17.4 


Exercises 


Match the beginning of each idiom on the left with its ending on the right. 


1 becaught a limb 

2 have a narrow b sound 
3 safe and c alone 
4 beled d escape 
5 bythe skin of your e stations 
6 bepanic f astray 
7 leave well [] g napping 
8 gooutona h teeth 


Correct the mistakes in these idioms. 


1 When David suggested they should come and stay for a weekend, it set alarm clocks ringing 
in my mind. 

2 The patient's life is hanging by a string. 

3 Havingto go to work is an evil necessity. 

4 Why do some people always cut a thing fine? 

5 They are on a knife-blade waiting for the results of Brian's medical tests. 

6 Asthe building was on fire, he had no choice but to put his life in the firemen's hand and climb 
out of the window and onto their ladder. 

7 You'll be taking the life in your hands if you make a speech like that to such an audience. 

8 | think it would be more sensible to leave good alone. 


Which idioms do these pictures make you think of? 


1 au 3 


Rewrite each sentence with an idiom. Use the keyword in brackets. 


5 ‘ 
i ! 
: ] 
1 | suppose that exams are just something that you have to do. (EVIL) 


2 Itwas such a relief when Ralph arrived back from his Arctic expedition fit and healthy. 
(SOUND) 

3 You took an enormous risk by agreeing to go up in a helicopter with such an inexperienced 
pilot. (LIFE) 

4 The hurricane seems to be getting a bit too near to our town and I'm beginning to feel rather 
nervous. (COMFORT) 

5 If! were you, | wouldn't attempt to change things. (WELL) 

6 We were in a state of chaos before the important visitors arrived, but we managed to get 
everything under control in time for their visit. (STATIONS) 

7 We almost missed the train. (TEETH) 

8 | hope the other students won't distract our son from his studies. (LEAD) 
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ERAR] Making an effort 


idiom meaning ampl 
give something your use all your energy and effort to do 1 gave it my all, but only managed to 
all something come second in the race. 
go all out use a lot of energy and effort to do Jack is going all out to win the contract 
something - | hope he'll succeed. 
gooutofyourwayto | tryvery hard to do something, usually | Tara always goes out of her way to put 
do something something nice new employees at their ease. 
pull your weight work as hard as other people in a If Sarah pulled her weight, we would 
group easily be able to complete the project 
on time. 
by hook or by crook using whatever methods are necessary | Our football team is determined to win 
the championship, by hook or by crook. 
pull your finger out make more of an effort (very informal) | If you don't pull your finger out, you'll 
get the sack. 
at a push probably possible, but it will be difficult | 1 could finish the report by Wednesday 
- at a push, Tuesday. 
ENNED o 
You're not having much luck getting to the next level of the game, are you? Let me have a go. 
try to do something] 


l'Il have a bash at painting the fence tomorrow if you like. [more informal way of saying have a go] 


| went through the motions of tidying the house, but my thoughts were far away. [did something 
because you are expected to do it, not because you want to do it. In other words, you do it but without 
putting much effort or enthusiasm into it] 


Saying something is easy or difficult 


— easy] [extremely easy (informal)] 


[extremely easy (informal)] 


as easy as ERAS) 
ERAS) from a baby 


[extremely easy] 


(a doddie .— 


[extremely easy (informal)] E 


[difficult and needed a lot of effort] 
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18.1 


18.2 


18.3 


18.4 


18.5 


Exercises 


Match each idiom on the left with its definition on the right. 


1 goallout a make an attempt 

2 bea doddle b be difficult or tiresome to do 

3 gothrough the motions c do your fair share 

4 beheavy-going d do something without enthusiasm or effort 
5 pull your weight e make a lot of effort 

6 havea bash f be very easy to do 


Correct the mistakes in these idioms. 


1 | wish you'd pull your hand out and help me move the furniture. 

2 Sam didn't like the exam, but | thought it was a slice of cake. 

3 I'm going to get the job somehow, by hook and by crook. 

4 Hattie could, in a push, take over the project for you. 

5 The test was as easy as pudding. 

6 Don't worry if you don't win the game - just as long as you give that your all. 

7 Why don't you have the go at repairing the washing machine yourself? 

8 Persuading him to do what | wanted was like taking candy from a child. 

9 Max will always go out of his road to help others. 

0 I had no problems using the public transport system there - it was a child's play. 


Complete the idioms in this paragraph with prepositions. 


The students in my class have to hand in an assignment on Friday. 


Masako is going all... (1) to get a good mark. Marc 
usually just goes ......................... (2) the motions of writing an 
essay, but this time he's really pulled his finger (3) 
andis going .............. (4) ss. (5) his way to write 
something good. He says that he wants to get an A ..... .. (6) 
hook or .......................... (7) Crook. Paul says he found the 


assignment as easy as taking candy „u (8) a baby, but 
Sandra says that, although she had a good go „v ^ (9) 
it, she found it quite heavy-going. 


Rewrite each underlined idiom with another idiom which has the same meaning. 


1 A: Do you think I'll be able to manage a snowboard? 
B: Course, you will. It's as easy as taking candy from a baby. 
2 A Ican’t open this bottle. 
B: Let me have a bash. 
3 A: How's John getting on with his new boss? 
B: He is going all out to make a good impression on her. 
4 A: Did you find it easy to make that dress? 
B: It was child’s play. 
Which of the two speakers in each case is speaking in a more informal way? 
1 Matt: — I think l'Il have a bash at making some bread this weekend. 
Alex: I think I'll have a go at making some bread this weekend. 
2 Leah: | wish you'd pull your weight more with the project. 
Sam: 1 wish you'd pull your finger out and help more with the project. 


3 Tom: Getting him to do what | want is child's play. 
Sonya: Getting him to do what | want is a piece of cake. 
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19 Necessity and desirability 


42 


Necessity 


LLLI Reply Forward 


Hi Gerry, 


Good to get your e-mail. Things are fine 
here and we're busy. Nothing to 
complain about, except that an extra 
computer wouldn't go amiss‘. 


eee Reply 
Hello Kim! 


Thanks for your e-mail. Your new job 
sounds great. Things are horrible here, 
and if push comes to shove’, Piljust 
have to leave. If need be, I'll work in a 
fast food place just to earn enough to 
live. 


Fonyard 


would be very useful/good; we need them 
if the situation becomes very bad, this is 
what can do 


Wanting and desirability 


ese Reply 
Kate, 

| feel duty bound’ to tell you that all is 
not well in the secretaries' office. Nothing 


to panic about right at the moment, but 
who knows what will happen? 


Forward 


LIII Benly. 
Dear Lorna, 


How are you? I’m fine, but I’m a bit angry 
today. The boss has asked me to go to 
London tomorrow, and I need a trip to 
London like I need a hole in the head. 

| may pretend to be ill! 


?if itis really necessary / if I have no choice 
* | feel that it is my duty / that | really ought to 
5| don't need it at all, and don't want it 


In these pairs of sentences, the second sentence means more or less the same as the first. 


I'm really really looking forward to meeting your cousin. I’m dying to meet her. 


(Note: always continuous tense form) 


Nothing would persuade me to ride a motorbike. | wouldn't be seen dead riding one. 


(Note the -ing form when a verb follows) 


| left home because | wanted to be independent. | just wanted to do my own thing. 


I'd do anything for a chance to meet the President. I'd give anything to shake his hand. 


His comments were just not appropriate. They were not in keeping with the tone of things. 


| would never ever consider a job like that. | wouldn't touch it with a barge pole. 
(barge pole = a long pole used to push forward a barge, which is a canal boat) 


Other useful related expressions 
Customer: 


Have you got a copy of Advanced English Grammar? 


Bookseller: You're in luck. We have just one copy left. [said when you get something good that you 


were not expecting] 


It's not worth my while buying a new car this month. They're always cheaper later in the year. 


[I will not benefit from doing it] 


You need a dictionary? Take your pick. There are three different ones over there on the 


bookshelf. [choose whichever you want] 
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19.1 


19.2 


19.3 


19.4 


19.5 


Exercises 


Complete each of these idioms. 


1 Iwouldn't be... 
friends would laugh at me. I just couldn't do it. 

2 Ifeel duty ... to go home and see my parents at least once a month. 

3 I've had enough coffee, thanks, but another one of those lovely cakes wouldn't go 


. working in a fast food restaurant. All my 


4 |think that laptop he's trying to sell is stolen. If | were you, | wouldn't... 
a. 

5 It's not „my 
and l'Il probably fail again. 


trying the exam again. | failed the first time, 


Complete the crossword. 


T 2 Across 
1 I want to do my own . 
3 You're in 

arrived. 
à 4 If push comes to 


! She's just i 


4 Down 
| 2 | don’t want one in my head. 


Now use the idioms from the crossword to rewrite these sentences. 


1 You are very fortunate. We have just one room left for tonight. 

2 Ifthe situation really becomes bad enough, we'll just have to sell the apartment. 

3 I don’t want to go with a big group of people. | want to be independent. 

4 | gota bill today for £700 for repairs to my car. I’m telling you, the last thing | need in this world 
is a bill for £700 right at this moment. 


Answer these questions. 


1 Which idiom containing the word need means ‘if it is really necessary’ / ‘if we are forced to act’? 

2 What is another way of saying ‘choose what you want from the available selection’? 

3 What should you remember about the grammar of the idiom with die that means ‘want very 
much’ / ‘really look forward to’? 

4 What idiom is based on the verb keep, and means ‘suitable for’ / ‘in line with’? 


Answer these questions for yourself. 


1 Is there anyone that you would give anything to meet? 
2 Is there something that you're dying to do in the next few days? 


Idioms are usually most common in informal texts - like the e-mails in A opposite. Try to read as 
many informal English texts as you can, for example, letters to popular magazines from readers, 


Internet chat and newsgroup texts, tabloid newspaper editorials, etc., and note any idioms you find. 
If you would occasionally like to try out some of the idioms you have learnt in this book, then 
informal e-mails are a good, natural context for using them. 
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20 Probability and luck 
IRE SE CAT Probability 


| vc V 


and achieve succe 
against all the odds’, At home you must 
be careful not to take someone close to 
you for granted’ as, if you do, itis a 
foregone conclusion? that you will regret it 
sooner rather than later. Others have seen 
changes in your love life coming a mile off? 
and it is touch-and-go^ whether your 


! because you hope you will do or find 
something or someone even if you do not 
think success is very likely 

? despite a lot of problems making it unlikely 
that you will succeed 

3 not to show you're grateful to someone because 
they are with you so often 

4 the result is obvious to everyone even before 
it happens 

5 have seen that something, usually something 
bad, is likely to happen (a mile off adds 


ENND 2 


current relati 

No prizes for guessing! who is to blame for 
the problems. However, you may still be 
able to get back together. Do not 

others when theysay that the cards are 
stacked against you. It is always worth 
chancing your arm". Whether you succeed 
or not is in the lap of the gods? 


emphasis and is not always included in the 
expression) 

5 not certain (often followed by whether) 

Tit is very easy to guess (usually followed by a 
question word) 

? you are not likely to succeed because there are so 
many obstacles in your way 

? taking a risk to achieve what you want (informal) 

10 is not something that you can control yourself 


possible stimuli you say you mean 

| got away with missing afternoon | Don't push your luck! Don’t try too hard to get what you 
school last Friday, so I’m going want and risk losing what you have 
to try taking all of Friday off next achieved. 

week. 

Would you like to choose which We'll take pot luck. We'll take whatever is available 


hotel room you want? 


without knowing if it will be good or 
not. 


the riding stables you go to? 


Do you always get a good horseat | It’s the luck of the draw. | It's a matter of chance and you have 
(draw = competition 
where winners are 
chosen at random) 


no control over it. 


You're playing against the best 
player in the competition! 


Just my luck! 


You say this, usually humorously, to 
mean that you are always unlucky. 


to come on holiday with you? 


Did you manage to persuade Laura | No such luck! 


You are disappointed you weren't able 
to do what you would have liked to do. 


invited me to one of his parties 
last night! 


I dreamt that Justin Timberlake You should be so lucky! | What someone wants to happen is 


unlikely to happen. 
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Exercises 


20.1 Comment on each of these sentences. How likely or unlikely is it that the action referred to 
will happen? 


Against all the odds Jack is attempting to climb the mountain without oxygen. 

Will Molly get the job she wants? It's in the lap of the gods. 

No prizes for guessing which role Tom's got in the play. 

The cards are stacked against her completing her course. 

It's a foregone conclusion that Beth will come top in the exam. 

I think it's touch-and-go whether Rob will pass his driving test. 

Let's go to the library on the off-chance that they'll have the book we need. 

The minister will lose his job in the Cabinet reshuffle - you can see it coming a mile off. 


WIYDHAWNE 


20.2 Match each response from the box with a statement. 


Don’t push your luck! I'll take pot luck. It's the luck of the draw. Just my luck! 
No such luck! You should be so lucky! 


1 A Did you win anything in the lottery? 
B 
2 A: Your bike has a flat tyre, I’m afraid. 
Ames 
3 A: We can’t choose which team we play against first in the tournament. 
B: | know... reset 
4 A: I’ve been getting the best sales results of anyone on the team. I'm going to ask the boss 
for more pay. 
Bi sae 
5 A: You're welcome to come for dinner, but | don’t know what we're having. 
B: Don't worry. 
6 A: | feel sure Dad's going to give me a car for my birthday. 
B: 


20.3  Correctthe mistakes in these idioms. 


They've been married for so long that they take each other as granted. 

We've done all we can. Now the results of the election are in the lap of gods. 

Alex is chancing the arm a bit only applying to one university. 

No prizes for guess who got the job in the end! 

The cards were stacked on Jake being able to persuade him. 

It was touch-or-go who would win the match. 

We could all see Helena's collapse come. 

Let's go down to the theatre off the on-chance that we can get some tickets that have been 
returned. 


o -o0U0BA5U(UNF- 


20.4 Choose six expressions that you would particularly like to learn - three from A and 
three from B opposite. Write sentences using the idioms in relation to a situation that is 
significant to you personally. 
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Social status 


Social status and how people see it 


xample 


He's very nice and friendly, but his brother is very 
toffee-nosed. 


m 


ing 


thinks he is of a high social class and looks down on 
people of lower class (negative) 


Don't try putting on / giving yourself airs and 
graces. Remember, | know that you come from a 
very ordinary family. 


acting as if you were someone of a higher social 
class than you really are 


Everyone was shocked to hear he was involved in 
crime. He was such a pillar of society. 


a solid, respectable and respected member of 
society 


Her new boyfriend's a bit of a rough diamond, but 
he's very nice really. 


a person who seems impolite / of low education at 
first, but who is usually of good character 


She's always giving money to down-and-outs and 
anyone who begs in the street. 


people who have no home, no money and no job, 
who live on the streets 


We can't really afford new furniture, but we have to 
keep up appearances, so we'll buy some. 


continue to live at the same social standard we have 
lived at, even though we have money problems 


Social status and job/career 


These clips from a magazine with stories about people in the news contain idioms that refer to 


success or status in their careers. 


He was a high-flyer* in the world of 
computers in the 1990s, and went on to 


become a dot.com millionaire. X 


He first made a name for himself" 


in the wo ical music. 


! rose very quickly to a successful position 

? became well-known 

? rising to better and better positions 

^ becoming more and more popular/famous 
5a new person from outside the company 


Other useful idioms connected with social status/situation 
| prefer to keep a low profile at work. lm not interested in promotion. [not draw attention to myself; be 


unnoticed] 


Oh, you must come to the party! Anybody who is anybody will be there. [all the important people] 
Harriet always seems to be the odd one out. She never seems to fit in socially. [different from everyone 


else] 


You can't call someone ‘unemployed’ any more. The politically correct name is ‘unwaged’. 
[acceptable and non-offensive way of talking about particular social groups; usually used in a slightly negative 
way to suggest that it is slightly ridiculous to be so careful about choosing words that do not offend anyone] 
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Exercises ^w 


21.1 Correct the mistakes in these idioms. 


1 Heisalways the odd out one. If all his friends do one sport, he does a different one. 

2 When he lost all his money, he still tried to keep appearances even though he could not afford 
his lifestyle. 

3 Sometimes it's better to give a low profile at work. In that way, nobody asks you to do 
difficult jobs. 

4 She became a name for herself by being the first woman to climb Mount Everest. 

5 He's always putting on air and grace, but everyone knows he's just an ordinary person with a 
very ordinary background. 


21.2 Rewrite the underlined part of each sentence with an idiom. 


1 Allthe most important people will be at the concert on Friday, so don't miss it. 

2 It's not socially acceptable to refer to ‘underdeveloped’ countries any more. If you don't want 
to offend people, you should say ‘developing nations’. 

3 He was voted 'Best actor who is quickly becoming well-known' of 2016. 

4 They employed a lot of young people as they felt they needed new people with fresh ideas. 

5 Alot of the people who live in those huge houses near the beach think they're a better social 
class than other people and look down on them. 

6 My boss gives the impression of being rather rude and uneducated, but he's a very nice guy 
in fact. 

7 She was a very respectable member of society, but then it turned out she was involved in the 
illegal drug trade. 


21.3 Inyour own words, say what it means if... 

... you're on your way up in your profession. 

».. Someone is down and out. 

.. Someone is a high-flyer in the computer industry. 
someone is toffee-nosed. 


Look in your vocabulary notebook or in other units in this book where there are no pictures and 
see how many idioms you could draw a picture of. Draw simple pictures that might help you to 
remember three idioms. 
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22 Human relationships 


EEA Good relationships 


48 


idiom 


be in someone’s good 
books 


meali 


E 


that person is pleased with you - 
possibly only temporarily 


examp 


I'm in the teacher's good books - 
I helped her tidy the classroom. 


get on like a house on fire 


get on extremely well with 
someone 


Fortunately, we got on like a house on 
fire from the start. 


keep/get/be/stay in touch 
with someone 


keep/get/be/stay in contact with 
someone 


We must all keep in touch after our 
course is over. 


make it up to someone 


do something good for someone 
you have done something bad to 
in the past. 


| promise I'll make it up to you. 


I'm sorry | forgot your birthday. 


take a shine to someone 


like someone immediately 
(informal) 


| could see from her smile that she had 
taken a shine to him. 


have a soft spot for 
someone 


feel a lot of affection for one 
particular person, often without 
knowing why 


Nick was a naughty little boy, but | 
couldn't help having a soft spot for him. 


Difficult relationships 


m 


be at loggerheads (of two 
people or groups) 


ing 


disagree strongly with each other 


example 


The council and local residents are 
at loggerheads over the plans for a 
new car park. 


be (talking) at cross-purposes 
(of two people or groups) 


not understand each other 
because they are trying to do or 
say different things 


We're talking at cross-purposes. 
| was referring to my brother and 
you're talking about my father. 


have it in for someone 


be determined to criticise or 
harm someone 


| can't understand why he has it in 
for me - I've never done anything to 
harm him. 


have it out with someone 


talk to someone about something 
they have done in order to solve 
the problem 


I can't take Ben's selfishness any 
longer - I'm going to have it out with 
him this evening. 


rub someone up the wrong 
way 


irritate someone 


She seems to always rub her boss up 
the wrong way. 


two-time someone 


have a romantic or sexual 
relationship with two people 
atthe same time 


She refused to believe he was 
two-timing her until she saw him 
with another girl. 


keep someone/something 
atbay 


prevent someone/something 
from coming near or harming you 


So far this year, I've managed to 
keep the flu at bay. 


keep yourself to yourself 


prefer to be on your own and 
avoid talking with or doing things 
with other people 


Julia seems nice. But she keeps 
herself to herself, so | don't know 
much about her. 
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22.1 


22.2 


22.3 


22.4 


Exercises 


Which of the neighbours referred to does the speaker have a good relationship with and which 
does he have a bad relationship with? 


| get on well with some of my neighbours but not with others. | get on like a 
house on fire with Anna who lives next door, but Rob on the other side has it 
in for me for some reason. I'm always at cross-purposes with Emma from over 
the road, but I'm in her husband Ed's good books. | used to be at loggerheads 
with the Browns, but we had it out and now things are OK. I prefer to keep the 
dog from number 22 at bay and its owner, Jack, and | always seem to rub each 
other up the wrong way. However, I’ve got a soft spot for his son, Noah. 


Correct the mistakes in these idioms. 


Oo -o00^U(0NG 


I would immediately drop any boyfriend that tried to two-times me. 

Ela has taken the shine to her new teacher. 

Please stay into touch with me once you go home. 

Nita's boyfriend promised to make up it to her for forgetting her birthday. 
There's something about him that always rubs me down the wrong way. 

We try to be friendly, but the Smith family prefer to keep them to themselves. 

If you want to leave early, you'd better try and stay in the boss's good book. 
Rana really seems to have it out for me today - | don't know how l've upset him. 


Choose the correct answer. 


1 


2 


The neighbour's pet rat is supposed to be friendly, but I'd rather ... . 
a) notkeep in touch with him b) keep him at bay 

The union and management have been ... ever since management proposed issuing 
new contracts. 

a) atloggerheads b) atcross-purposes 

If you feel so strongly that he is wrong, wouldn't it be better to ... ? 
a) have itin for him b) haveitout with him 

Her habit of finishing every sentence of mine really ... . 

a) rubs me up the wrong way b) makes it up to me 

Why don't you ... with my aunt when you go to New York? 

a) geton like a house on fire b) getin touch 


Answer these questions. 


RWNE 


onon 


What might a young child do to try to get in the teacher’s good books? 

If you are at cross-purposes with someone, are you angry or confused? 

How might you try to make it up to a friend whose car you’ve scratched? 

What are three different ways in which you can keep in touch with distant friends? Which 
way do you like best? 

Are there any things that people say that really rub you up the wrong way? 

What do you think should happen to someone who two-times a boyfriend or girlfriend? 
If you keep yourself to yourself, are you lonely? 

If you take a shine to someone or have a soft spot for them, is the feeling mutual? 
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Size and position 


50 


Big and large 


make it big 


make a big thing of 


big deal! 


think big 


be larger than life 


loom large 


She's a great singer. She'll make it big one day. 


succeed; become famous 


It's my birthday on Saturday, but | don't want to 
make a big thing of it, so don't tell anyone. 


make it a special occasion; have a big celebration 


If you're going to invest your money, you should 
think big. Put twenty thousand into oil shares. 


have ambitious plans and ideas, and be keen to 
achieve a lot 


So? You won ten pounds on the lottery. Big deal! 


said when something happens but you are not 
impressed/excited, even if others are 


The characters in his films are always larger than life. 


much more exciting and interesting than average people 


The threat of an earthquake looms large in the lives 
of the city's inhabitants. 


said of something which could happen and which is a 
huge worry for people 


Inch, mile and distance 


Inch and mile are measurements of distance that are used in the US and are often used in the UK 
instead of centimetres or kilometres. An inch is 2.54 centimetres, a mile is 1.6 kilometres. Both words 


are used in many expressions. 
Mia: Is she willing to change her mind? 


Jordan: No, she refuses to budge an inch. 
[change her position even a little bit] 


Luke: Are you listening to me? 


Anne: Sorry, | was miles away! 
[not concentrating, but thinking 
about something else] 


Other related expressions 


Tom: It's obvious Ruth really likes Jack. 


Noel: Yes, you can see/spot that a mile off! 
Or It sticks/stands out a mile. 
[it's very easy to see / obvious] 


Dave: It's a very ugly hotel and the food's awful. 


Fran: Yes, it's a far cry from that lovely hotel we 
stayed in last year. 
[very different from] 


Relatives are nice in small doses, but can be very boring if they stay a long time. [you like them only for 


short periods] 


His new house cost a small fortune. [a huge amount of money] 


You can buy sunglasses in all shapes and sizes these days. [a wide variety of types/sizes, etc.] 


Joss is an unknown quantity. We'll have to be careful with him. [we know very little about him] 


Networks can sometimes help you to visualise and remember a lot of information more easily than 


memorising a list. Try making networks for groups of idioms from different units in this book. 
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Exercises 


Answer these questions. 


1 Inwhich idiom does small mean big/huge? (clue: money) 

2 In which idiom does big really mean small/insignificant? (clue: not impressed) 

3 Which idiom means someone is more exciting/interesting than the average human being? 
4 Which idiom with big means to become famous? 


Use an idiom in each sentence to summarise the situation. 


1 Mariais not listening to what Eddie is saying. Her mind is on something else. 
Maria is 
2 There are big chairs and small chairs, armchairs, garden chairs and office chairs. 
Chairs are sold in 
3 Our old school was dark and depressing. Our new school i is light and pleasant. 
The new school is a ....... 
4 Dan looks at Eva with a romantic look in his eyes. He always wants to sit next to her, and always 
wants to talk about her. 
You can see he's in love. It ....... 
Or: He's in love. You can see/spot it 


Complete each of these idioms. 


1 She's 40 next week, but she doesn't want to - She'd prefer just to go 
out for a meal with her husband rather than have a big party with lots of people. 

2 Forany person in a temporary job, the possibility of unemployment 

E: s , 6Specially in a time of economic recession. 

3 The unions are prepared to discuss the problem, but the employers will 
DOE e s s They Say they have made their final offer, and that's that. 

4 We have a new boss starting next week. He's a bit of .............. 
- nobody has met him or knows much about him. 

5 |like having friends to stay in my flat, but only for a couple of days. In general, friends are 
lu ; if they stay too long, they always irritate me. 

6 We should think... Ls .. when we come to plan the new website. 
There's no point in having one single, dull page; we should have lots of links and video clips, and 
as many colour pictures as possible, and sound. 


Use a dictionary to check the meaning of these idioms and then write a sentence for each one. 


the middle ground the middle of nowhere be caught in the middle 


Well, | wanted a pet, and 
you're always telling me I 
should think big when | make 
decisions for the future. 
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be on the breadline 


| e cA) People's financial circumstances 


be very poor 


More people in Britain are on the 
breadline now than thirty years ago. 


live in the lap of luxury 


live an extremely comfortable life, 
because you have a lot of money 


We live simply during the year, but enjoy 
living in the lap of luxury in a nice hotel 
for our summer holiday. 


well off / well-to-do / 
well-heeled 


having plenty of money 


Most of the people living here are clearly 
very well-to-do, but there are a few 
poorer families. 


spend money like water 


spend too much, often without 
thinking about it 


He spends money like water - | wonder 
where he gets it all from. 


tighten your belt 


spend less than you did before, 
because you have less money 


I'm afraid we'll have to tighten our belts 
now there's another mouth to feed. 


make a killing 


earn a lot of money very easily 


The new Internet companies have made 
an instant killing. 


be a money spinner 


be a successful way of making 
money 


My dog-walking business was quite a 
money spinner when | was at college. 


BS Costs 


We had to pay through the nose to get our car repaired, but at least it's working now. [pay a lot 


of money] 


paid for it. 


Language 


Idioms based on the money metaphor 


Joe is a generous man who is happy to pick up the tab/bill! for anything. He managed to rise _ 

to the top of his profession in the police force, but it was at a considerable price’, His marriage - 
suffered as a result. This was largely because his dedication to his work put paid to? his wife's 
career as a nurse as soon as their first child came along. Unfortunately, Joe is paying the price 
for" his ambitiousness as his marriage has now broken up. 


If you say that something is a rip-off (informal), you mean that it is not worth the money that you 


We had to spend a small fortune on getting everything we needed for our holiday. [a lot of money. 
(You can also say that something cost a small fortune)] 


Someone can also make a small fortune out of a business or they can lose a small fortune. 


! pay for something, often something that is not your responsibility (informal) 
? by sacrificing a lot or by doing something unpleasant in order to get it 

3 stopped someone from doing something that they were planning to do 

^ experiencing the unpleasant consequences of 


Help yourself to remember idioms by making a picture of their literal meaning in your mind (or on a 


piece of paper if you like drawing) as you learn them. To help you remember well-heeled, for instance, 


you might imagine or draw a pair of smart high-heeled shoes.. 
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Exercises 


24.1  Putthese expressions describing how much money someone has on a scale from poor on the 
left to rich on the right. 


living in the lap of luxury on the breadline well-to-do well-heeled 


24.2 Which person in each pair of speakers is probably more satisfied? 


1 Anne: Our new business venture means we're going to have to tighten our belts. 
Bob: We're making a killing with our new business venture. 

2 Matt: Our new car cost a small fortune. 
Daisy: Our new car was a rip-off. 

3 Ed: My daughter spends money like water. 


George: My daughter's quite well off. 


4 Dora: This business venture has put paid to our hopes of success. 
Harry: This business venture has brought success, but at a considerable price. 


24.3 Complete each of these idioms with one word. 


1 Gina i: a killing in her new job. 
| was put in the position where | had no choice but to up the tab. 
We spent a weekend at the hotel living in the of luxury. 


2 

3 

4 Our neighbours spent a small ... uum ON their new conservatory. 

5 The first book Marvin wrote turned out to be more of a .. .. spinner than anything 

he has written since then. 

As Zak has lost his job, we're going to have to 

We had to pay through the .......... to get tickets for the match. 

If you don't study now, you'll ........... the price later on in the year. 

Another expression that means spend money like . ~ is spend money like there 

was no tomorrow. 

10 He started his own business after eon 
deciding that he should put his luck to good use. 


our belts for a while. 


oono 


.a small fortune on the stock exchange and 


24.4 Which idioms do these pictures make you think of? 
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54 


One man's career 


When Jacob started work, he was at the very bottom of the career ladder’. He had quite a dead- 
end job? doing run-of-the-mill’ tasks. He stayed there for a couple of years, but then decided 

he had to get out of a rut’, He pulled out all the stops? and managed to persuade his manager 
that he should be given more responsibility. The deputy manager got the sack’ for incompetence 
and Jacob stepped into his shoes’. For several months he was rushed off his feet? and he had 
his work cut out? to keep on top of things. But he was soon recognised as an up-and-coming” 
young businessman and he was headhunted'' by a rival company for one of their top jobs. Jacob 
had climbed to the top of the career ladder’. 


! in a low position in a work 6 was dismissed from his job (also be given 
organisation or hierarchy the sack) s 

? job without a good future 7 took over his job 

? boring, routine 8 very busy 

^ escape from a monotonous, ? had something very difficult to do - 
boring situation (see picture 10 becoming more and more successful This is a rut. 
of horse) 11 invited to join a new workplace which had 

5 made a great effort to do noticed his talents 
something well (see picture 12 got to a top position in a work FA 7 
of organ; stops increase the organisation or hierarchy WA 


sound of an organ) 
These are called stops. 


Being busy 
To be rushed off your feet is just one way of saying that you are very busy at work. Here are 


some other idioms which give the same idea. 
" 
Are you very busy at Yes, I’m Bud 
work at the moment? under. 
Yes, I’ve certainly 
got my hands full. 


Other idioms connected with work 


Plans for building the extension have been put on hold until our finances are in a better state. 
[left until a later date (usually used in the passive)] 


The plans look great on paper, but you never know quite how things will turn out, of course. 
[when you read about it, but might not turn out to be so] 


A lot of preparation has gone on behind the scenes for the opening ceremony for the Olympics. [out 
of sight, hidden, or in a way that people are not aware of, often when something else is happening publicly] 


Please don't talk shop. It's too boring for the rest of us. [talk about work when you are not at work] 
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Exercises 


25.1 Complete each of these idioms with one word. 


1 Thejob looks good on . but the reality is quite different. 
b. 


2 I'd hate to work in a run-of-th . job. 
3 Tara has been up to .. . eyes in work all day. 
4 When John retires, his son will .. into his shoes. 
5 My cousin's an up-and.......... musician. 
6 | must try to get out of a be .. at work. 
7 I’ve been on the all day. 
8 Why did Kirsty's boss give her the „u ? 
9 | wish you wouldn't talk ....... all the time! 
10 Rosie was very thrilled to bi „hunted for her new job. 


25.2 Which idioms do these pictures make you think of? 


25.3 Match each idiom on the left with its definition on the right. 


1 behind the scenes a very busy 

2 dead-end b be dismissed 

3 getthe sack c makean effort 

4 offthe record d promising 

5 on hold e hidden 

6 pullout all the stops f unofficially 

7 rushed off your feet g delayed 

8 up-and-coming h without prospects 


25.4 Complete each of these idioms. 


We had a difficult day at work today. We were all (1) ... 
under because we are having some important visitors next week and 
management has decided to pull out all the (2) to 
impress them. We are going to have our work (3) 
to get everything done in time. Long-term tasks have been put on 

(4) so that everything is ready for our visitors. Anyone 
who objects has been told that they will (5) .. the sack 
and everyone who wants to (6) „u " „~ the career ladder will have their 

(7) full until the week is over. The visitors would be horrified if they knew 
what was going on (8) ~ the scenes! 


25.5 Write sentences using six of the idioms from the left-hand page about your own work at present 
and your hopes and plans for work in the future. 
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26 Speed, distance and intensity 


56 


Speed 


idiom 


by/in leaps and bounds 


meaning 


very quickly 


example 


Club membership has grown by leaps 
and bounds this year. 


get a move on 


hurry (often used as an order) 


Get a move on! You'll be late for school. 


be on the run 


try to avoid being caught (especially 
by the police) 


The bank robbers are still on the run 
ten years after the crime. 


fast and furious 


full of speed and excitement 


The car chase at the end of the film 
was fast and furious. 


step by step (step-by-step 
when used as an adjective 
before a noun) 


slowly; gradually 


Changes need to be introduced step by 
step, not all at once. 


drag your feet/heels 


deal with something slowly because 
you don't really want to do it 


We mustn’t drag our heels over 
implementing the new legislation. 


| Ere Distance and intensity 


idiom meaning example 
the word spread the news went from one person to I told only Rosie about it, but the word 
the next quickly spread and soon everyone 
seemed to know. 
keep track continue to know what is happening | The college likes to keep track of its 
to someone or something former students. 
get off to a flying start start well The evening got off to a flying start as 


everyone was very impressed by the 
restaurant. 


on the spot (on-the-spot 
when used as an adjective 
before a noun) 


immediately or in the place where 
something is happening or has just 
happened 


The police can impose on-the-spot fines 
on people found drunk in the street. 


all over the place in or to many places | looked for you all over the place. 

left, right and centre happening in a lot of places or to People have been coming down with flu 
alot of people left, right and centre. 

reach / be at fever pitch | (used of emotions) to get so strong | By the end of the match, feelings had 


that people can't control them 


reached fever pitch. 


be in full swing. 


to have been happening for a long 
time and there is a lot of activity 


The party was in full swing by the time 
we arrived. 


get/go beyond a joke 


be/become extremely serious and 
worrying. 


The children's behaviour has gone 
beyond a joke this time. 
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26.1 


26.2 


26.3 


26.4 


Exercises 


Put the idioms in the box into two groups: those focusing on time and those focusing on place. 
You can use one idiom for both. 


all over the place by leaps and bounds drag your feet fast and furious 
geta move on left, right and centre on the spot step by step the word spread 


Match the beginning of each sentence with its ending. 


1 Juanis making progress by a ajoke. 
2 Excitement is at [e b step. 
3 Within minutes the fire brigade was on c therun. 
4 Thesituation has gone beyond d the place. 
5 The holiday got off to e fever pitch. 
6 | looked for you all over f the spot. 
7 The film is about two men on g aflying start. 
8 I'll take you through it step by h leaps and bounds. 
Choose the correct answer. 
1 Grandma is recovering ... . 
a) left, right and centre b) step by step c) all over the place 
2 My first day at work ... . 
a) was at fever pitch b) kept track c) got off to a flying start 


3 Whyare you ...? 
a) dragging your heels b) getting a move on C) going beyond a joke 
4 When | arrived at Freya's house, preparations for the party were... . 


a) in full swing b) getting a move on c) dragging their heels 
5 The football match was ... . ^ 
a) fastand furious b) on the spot c) in leaps and bounds 


Answer these questions. 


1 Would you be pleased if your English teacher said you were making progress by leaps 

and bounds? 

Would you be pleased if you were told that your behaviour at work had gone beyond a joke? 
What would you be expected to do if you were told to get a move on? 

Is it athletes who spend life on the run? 

Do you drag your feet when you are ill? 

What kind of films tend to be fast and furious? 

Would you be pleased if a party of yours got off to a flying start? 

What can you do to help yourself keep track of all your appointments and other commitments? 
If things are all over the place in a room, what does the room look like? 

If feelings reach fever pitch, how are people probably feeling? 


Owco-oumsatom 


m 
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Communication 1: words and language 


La) Commenting on things people say 


In these remarks, the speaker uses an idiom to repeat or sum up the underlined part of what 
he/she has just said. 


didn't say it seriously or even 
think about it. It was just an 
off-the-cuff remark. 


said two completely opposite 
things. He said he wanted to marry 
me and live with me, and in the same 
breath he said he wanted to go off 
travelling on his own. 


| have a feeling inside me 
that what she said was a lie. 
It just didn't ring true. 


Peer) Commenting on the words you are using 


You ask if | think we should help him. In a word, no. [said when you are about to give your opinion in a 
short, direct way] 


I think he’s behaved very stupidly. He's an idiot, for want of a better word. [not quite the exact or best 
word, but good enough for the situation] 


| was, to coin a phrase, as sick as a parrot. [said when you use a phrase that sounds a bit silly] 


Joking and being serious 


joking meaning serious meaning 
People are always laughing at him, by Hiccups are funny when other not something to laugh 
taking the mick/ copying funny things | people have them, but they're at, quite serious 
mickey out of him. he does or says no laughing matter when you 

get them yourself. 
We shouldn't make | treat as a joke | have to do the work of three used about serious or 
light of hertroubles; | something that is people. It's no joke. difficult situations 
she's very upset. serious 
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27.1 


27.2 


27.3 


27.4 


Exercises 


Answer these questions. 


1 If someone says ‘Swedish’ instead of ‘Swiss’ then quickly corrects themselves, what can we 
call this? 

2 If someone makes people laugh by copying the way someone else talks, what are they doing to 
that person? 

3 If someone can't find words to express their feelings, what are they? 

4 Iftwo people talk about the weather, or about hair styles, just to pass the time, what kind of a 
conversation is it? 

5 If someone tells stories or relates a series of events which are all deliberately untrue, what can we 
call it? 


Use the idioms from exercise 27.1 to rewrite these sentences. 


1 | didn’t know what to say. | 
2 Not one word of his story was true. It 
3 I didn’t mean to say it; it . 
4 
5 


| didn't mean to offend her. | was just 
It wasn't a very serious conversation, just 


Rewrite each sentence with an idiom that means the opposite of the underlined words. Make 
any other changes necessary. 


1 She's had a big personal problem. We should have a good laugh at it. 

2 Hetold me he had studied maths at Harvard, and it sounded as if he was telling the truth. 

3 She said she was a princess who had lost all her money and position in a revolution. That's a story 
anyone can believe! 

4 She has to get up at 5 a.m. and drive 50 miles to work every day. It's great fun. 

5 Isaid | thought she should get herself a boyfriend. It was a carefully prepared remark. 


Complete the crossword. 
Across 
3 Dolwantto be a millionaire? 
Ina... no. 


4 You can do this to a phrase. 
5 Idon't know what you're on 


[IL] s» 


1 She said it in the same... 
2 Stop taking the ! 
3 For... . of a better word. 
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60 


Communication 2: expressing yourself 


Ways of expressing yourself 


ample meaning 


The message from doctors and researchers has come clearly and very definitely 
through loud and clear: smoking harms your health. 


You mustn't be afraid to speak your mind; it's important | state your opinion very clearly and openly 
that everyone hears your views. 


She told me the bad news in a very matter-of-fact way. without any feeling or emotion 


Problems with communication 


In these conversations, the second person repeats or sums up what the first person says using 
an idiom. 


Sam: | told Henry a dozen times not to use that computer, but he still keeps asking if he can. 
Beth: Yes, he just won't take no for an answer. 


Anna: Toby just never stops! You try to tell him something and he goes on talking while you're 
talking. 


Olivia: | know, it's impossible to get a word in edgeways. 


Rita: | was trying to tell Liam that | know who stole the key, but he just kept talking about how 
expensive new locks are, which is a different question altogether. 


Steve: | know. It’s completely beside the point. 


Gina: | think Emma completely misunderstood the main thing we were trying to say. 


Jo: Yes, she completely missed the point. 


Other useful idioms connected with communication 
Don't ask Nathan to relax. He doesn’t know the meaning of the word. [it is pointless to talk to him 
about relaxing; it's not in his character to do so] 


She repeated what the doctor said word for word. [using the exact words the doctor had used] 


If | were you, I’d read the small/fine print before you use your new credit card. [the rules, restrictions 
and conditions, which are often written in very small letters] 


To ask me to look after her three children for a week is rather a tall order, don't you think? [a task, 
request or favour which is not reasonable / too big to ask someone to do] 


Whether she is cleverer than her brother is a matter of opinion. [something different people will have 
different opinions about - it usually means you don't agree with the idea] 


There's a question mark (hanging) over the future of the tennis club. [nobody knows if it will continue 
to exist or not] 


English is a lingua franca in a lot of countries nowadays. [/,lingwa 'fraenka/ a language used for 
day-to-day public communication, which is not the speakers' own language] 
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28.1 


28.2 


28.3 


28.4 


Exercises 


Match each idiom on the left with the situation in which it could be used on the right. 


H 


2 
3 
4 
5 


get a word in edgeways a She keeps on asking, even though we said no. 
miss the point b Shetold me exactly what her friend said. 

speak your mind c It's impossible to interrupt her, she talks non-stop. 
won't take no for an answer g d She didn’t really understand what I wanted to say. 
(repeat) word for word e He doesn’t hide his personal opinions at all. 


Use the idioms from exercise 28.1 to rewrite these sentences. 


1 
2 
3 
4 
5 


Sofia will never just accept a refusal. 

Joss always states his opinions quite openly. 

Sara never seems to understand what we're trying to say to her. 
She told us everything the teacher said to her in every detail. 

I tried to tell her, but it was impossible to interrupt her. 


Answer these questions. 


t 


2 


There's a question mark hanging over the whole wildlife area project. 

In your own words, what's the problem? 

It's no good asking her to help. She doesn't know the meaning of the word. 
Does she usually help people? Explain. 

If you read the small print, you'll see you can't get your money back. 
Where do we usually find small print? What is another way of saying this idiom? 
Tom: Miranda's a brilliant musician. 

Amy: That's a matter of opinion. 

Does Amy think Miranda's a brilliant musician? Explain. 

English is a lingua franca in several Asian countries. 

Is English the official language in these countries? Explain. 


Complete each of these idioms. 


T 


The government's message to the voters is . wm and clear: vote for us 
and we'll reduce taxes. 


I think it’s rather a ...... 


~~ to ask students to write a 500-word composition 


in one hour. It would take at least two hours. 
That has nothing to do with what we are talking about; it's completely 
the point. 


He has a very 
whatsoever. 


... way of telling you things: no emotion or feelings 


Over to 


Try to collect more idioms connected with speaking, writing and communicating in general. Look up 


keywords connected with these topics in a good general dictionary or in an idiom dictionary and see 
what idioms you find, for example, words like talk, speak, hear, word, etc. 
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| 
| 


Life and experience: proverbs 


Proverbs 


experience or gives advice. Here are some examples. 


A proverb is a short statement usually known by many people. It states something that is common 


you say you mean 


Absence makes the heart grow fonder. Being apart from someone you love makes you love them more. 


Actions speak louder than words. 


What people do is more important than what they say. 


over spilt milk. 


There's no point / It's no good crying There's no point in getting upset over something bad that's 
happened when you can't change it. 


Don't put all your eggs in one basket. Itis not a good idea to put all your efforts or all your money into 
g p! y y 
one project as, if it fails, you may lose everything. 


Many hands make light work. 


A job is done quickly and easily if plenty of people help. 


Blood is thicker than water. 


Family relationships are stronger than any other relationships. 


Half proverbs 


There are a number of proverbs which we often use only half of. The endings are so familiar that it 


isn't necessary to say them. Here are some examples. 


Too many cooks spoil the broth. 


you say ending of proverb you mean 


If too many people work on something, they will 
spoil it. 


back. 


People who live in shouldn't throw stones. People shouldn't criticise other people for faults 
glass houses that they have themselves. 
It's the last straw that breaks the camel's Something is the last in a series of unpleasant 


events, and which finally makes you feel that the 
situation cannot continue. 


While the cat’s away, | the mice will play. 


When the person in authority is not there, other 
people will not do what they should do. 


Take care of the and the pounds will take 
pennies care of themselves. 


If you don’t waste small sums of money, you'll end 
up with plenty of money. 


Birds of a feather flock together. 


People who have similar characters or interests. 
will often choose to spend time together. 


A bird in the hand is worth two in the bush. 


It's better to keep what you have rather than to 
risk losing it by trying to get more. 


The grass is always on the other side of the 
greener fence. 


Other people always seem to be in a better 
situation than you. 


All work and no play makes Jack a dull boy. 


Someone who spends all their time working 
becomes a boring person. 


29.1 


29.2 


29.3 


29.4 


Exercises 


Which proverbs do these m make you think of? 


m : 
diem aig | 


Can you find a proverb on the page opposite that contradicts each of these proverbs? 


1 Too many cooks spoil the broth. 3 Out of sight, out of mind. 
2 Opposites attract. 


Write the first bits of these proverbs - the bits that we usually use. 


and the pounds will take care of themselves. 
n the other side of the fence. 

makes Jack a dull boy. 

shouldn't throw stones. 

is worth two in the bush. 

lock together. 

... the mice will play. 

hat breaks the camel's back. - 


[NT WNE 


What proverbs could you use in these situations? 


1 Your brother's girlfriend is going abroad for six months. He is afraid that she will lose 
interest in him while she's away. You could say: ‘Don’t worry. 


2 A friend thinks that he will not get a Lid because the boss's nephew is interested in the same 
position. You agree: * 
3 Three friends offer to help: you build anew w shed. You 2: Thanks! 


4 You are discussing two friends: Bob who is full of grand promises and Ben who says little, 
but is always very willing to help. You could say: ‘I prefer Ben. 


5 Afriend of yours is very upset that he has scratched his new car. You could say: 'Don't make 
such a fuss. . 

6 Your brother i is thinking about resigning from a not very well-paid jobi in order to spend time 
looking for something better. You think he would be better to find a new job first. You say: 
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BEES Idioms based on the word memory 


down memory lane 


things you did in the past. 


commit something to make yourself remember He never writes phone numbers down - he 
memory something just commits them to memory. 
take a stroll/trip down | remember some of the happy They went back to the place where they'd 


spent their honeymoon and took a stroll 
down memory lane. 


jog someone's 


make you remember something. 


The police are reconstructing the crime to try 


memory to jog the memory of possible witnesses. 
in/within living can be remembered by people Streets lit by gas lamps are still within living 
memory still alive memory. 


END 'dioms containing the word mind 


idiom meaning example 


come/spring to mind 


immediately think of something 


I'd like to get him a special birthday 
present, but nothing springs to mind. 


slip your mind 


forget about something 


| was going to ring her to wish her happy 
birthday, but it slipped my mind. 


bear/keep something 
in mind 


remember information when 


making a decision or thinking about 


a matter 


Bearing in mind that it was your first 
attempt, | think you did very well. 


your mind goes blank 


you can’t think of anything to say 


When | looked at the exam questions, my 
mind went blank. 


cross your mind 


think about something for a short 
time 


Of course, | don’t think you broke the 
window, The thought never even crossed 
my mind. 


Out of sight, out of 
mind. 


something you say which means 


that, if you do not see someone, you 


forget about them 


Annie hasn’t thought of her boyfriend 
since he went abroad. Out of sight, out 
of mind! 


something is on the tip 
of your tongue 


Other idioms relating to the topic of memory 


you know it, but can’t quite 
remember it 


Her name is on the tip of my tongue - 
what is it? 


ring a bell 


think you've heard something 
before 


His name rings a bell, but | don't think 
we've ever met. 


atrain of thought 


a series of consecutive thoughts 


Oh no! I've lost my train of thought. 


rack your brains 


think very hard 


1 racked my brains, but couldn't think 
where I'd left the book. 
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Exercises 


30.1 Complete each of these idioms with memory or mind. 


1 Out of sight, out of .. 
2 The class reunion gave us a great opportunity for a trip down . 

3 I'm sorry | forgot to post your letters. It just slipped my .. 

4 You can't remember what you did last night? Let me jog you 

5 Please bear me in if you need someone to work on this project. 
6 

E 

8 


I was so embarrassed that my just went blank. 
It never crossed my .... to tell Nigel about our meeting. 
Streets full of horse-drawn carriages are still within living .. 
9 | wanted to give her a surprise, but nothing suitable came to .... 
10 Try to commit your mobile phone number to..... 


30.2 Complete each of these idioms. 


I don't think | know him, but his name rings 
What is the word for it? | can't remember it. Oh dear, it's on 
If | try, | should be able to remember the recipe for you. Let me rack... 
Try not to interrupt his train 
My son is much more adventurous than | was. At his age the thought of travelling abroad alone 
would never .. 


„~= just! 


[E 


30.3  Answerthese questions. 


1 Which idiom could also be included in the Proverbs unit (Unit 29) of this book? 

2 Find two idioms that mention parts of the body other than mind or memory. 

3 Whatisthe literal meaning of jog in the idiom jog someone's memory? 

4 Rackisthe name of a medieval instrument of torture on which people lay and were stretched. 
How does it fit the idiom rack your brains? 

5 Whatisthe literal meaning of stroll in the idiom take a stroll down memory lane? 

6 What is the literal meaning of spring in the idiom spring to mind? 

7 What is the literal meaning of the word bear in the idiom bear in mind? 

8 Which of the idioms is based on a metaphor of hearing something? 


30.4 Complete each of these idioms with the correct form of a verb. 


I was told to speak for five minutes on the subject of 
elephants. A few ideas... 1) to mind 
and | reminded people how it is a well-known fact 
that elephants have a very good memory. Then, after 
a minute or so, my mind ........ (2) blank. 

| knew I'd read an article about elephants recently, but 
everything l'd read had .. (3) my mind. 
l ... (4) my brains, but nothing 

. (5) to mind. A friend .. „a (6) 
my memory by calling out ‘ears’ from the back of the 
room, but soon | had completely dried up. If only my 
memory were as good as an elephant's! 
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Time 1: the past and the future 


Looking back, looking forward 
One of the major divisions in idioms involving time is between those that look back from now into 
the past and those that look forward into the future. 


Looking back 
This camera has seen better days. is old and not working so well 
My computer is out of date. old and not useful or correct any more 
She didn't study when she was young, but she's doing now what she did not have the opportunity 
making up for lost time now. to do previously 
People have fallen in love with one another from the beginning of time 
since/from the year dot. 


Looking forward 
E-commerce seems to be the shape of things to an indication of what is likely to become popular 
come. in the future 
Use this room for the time being until your temporarily; instead of something else 
new office is ready. 
We are on the threshold of exciting new something is likely to happen very soon 
developments in medicine. 
The economy looks healthy in the short/medium/ for a short/medium/long time in the future 
long term. 
It's only a matter of time before we start to it will definitely happen, even though we cannot 
colonise other planets. say exactly when 
| can't say if | like the job or not. It's early days yet. it's too soon to say/decide 
In the long run you'll see it was the right decision. a long time from now 


Other related time idioms 

He spends money like there's no tomorrow. [eagerly and very quickly (or, more formally, as if there 
was/were no tomorrow)] 

Atthe end of the day, you have to be a little selfish. [something you say before stating a very important 
fact or idea] 

The fact that he had been dead for a week in his apartment before anybody found him is a sign of 
the times. [something that shows that society now is worse than it was in the past] 


Language 


Although the idioms on this page do not all contain the word time, their meanings are all related 
to time in some way. Grouping idioms by meaning is another way of learning them, in addition to 
grouping them by keywords. 
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31.1 


31.2 


31.3 


31.4 


Exercises 


Match each idiom on the left with the situation in which it could be used on the right. 


1 it's early days yet a Someone shows you a car which is driven by 
solar energy. 

2 sincethe year dot b You tell someone about a very ancient tradition. 

3 theshape of things to come c Ascientist claims to be on the point of 
discovering a cure for cancer. 

4 onthe threshold of d Someone asks you if you like an English course 
after only one day. 

5 like there's no tomorrow e Someone is spending all their savings carelessly. 


Write an appropriate comment for each of the situations in exercise 31.1 using the idiom 
you chose. 

1 This car really is .. 
2 People have been doing this every spring ... 
3 Ascientistis .... ——— 
4 l'veonly been to a couple of lessons. .. 
5 Maxis spending money 


Rewrite the underlined part of each sentence with an idiom. 


1 Sometime soon we will inevitably discover life on other planets. 

2 \think the main point is that you can never trust a politician. 

3 Inever learnt the piano as a child, so I'm solving that problem now by taking lessons. 

4 Looking at just the next few years, the economic situation looks good, but looking at the next 30 to 
40 years, the outlook is not so good. 

5 This bicycle is a bit old and broken down now. | should really get a new one. 

6 Could you use this computer just temporarily till the new one arrives? 

7 It'satypical thing about the time we live in that you can't speak to a real human being when you 
telephone the bank. All you get is an automatic voice. 

8 This milk has an old date on it. I'll throw it away and open a new carton. 

9 Itcosts a lot of money now, but over a longer period it will be a good investment, I’m sure. 


These idioms involving time are not in this unit. Using a dictionary if necessary, see if you can 
find the missing prepositions. Then choose the most suitable paraphrase. 


1 Ifeltasiflwas...atime warp as | sat in the ancient cottage talking to the old man. 
a) time was passing very slowly b) | felt as if | had gone back in time to a different era 
2 My dad can remember the first home computers, but that was ... my time. 
a) when | was too young to use one b) before! was born 
3 Ihave a lot of time ... Jack; he's a very interesting and intelligent person, 
a) | like and respect him b) I spend a lot of time with him 
4 |turned off the water supply in the nick ... time. Five minutes later and the whole house would 
have been flooded! 
a) just in time to prevent a disaster b) very quickly indeed 
5 Shakespeare's plays have stood the test ... time. They are as powerful today as they were 
hundreds of years ago. 
a) have never been changed b) have not been weakened by the passing of time 
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Time 2: clocks and frequen 
| RNA] Clocks / time passing 


If you .. yo 

work against the clock to get something done/finished | work fast because you only have limited time 
do something in no time at all do it very quickly 

call it a day decide to finish (usually finish working) 
don't have a minute to call your own are very busy indeed 

do something there and then (or then and there) do it immediately, right at that moment 

get up / start at the crack of dawn start very early in the morning 


Jake worked against the clock to get the report finished before the meeting. 

The homework is very easy. You'll be able to do it in no time at all. 

I'm really tired. Let's call it a day now and come back to it next week. 

Ever since the twins were born, | haven't had a minute to call my own. 

If a new idea is suggested, Allan is always keen to try it out there and then. 

As our plane was leaving at 8 a.m., we had to get up at the crack of dawn to be at the airport on time. 


ENNE Frequency 


These idioms refer to how often (or how rarely) something happens. 


once in a lifetime never likely to happen again RARELY 
once in a blue moon very rarely 
once and for all finally and definitely 
MORE FREQUENTLY 
off and on / on and off sometimes, but not regularly or continuously 
from time to time sometimes, but not regularly 
nine times out of ten almost always FREQUENTLY 


EN othertime idioms 


If something goes/works/runs like clockwork, it happens exactly as planned and without problems. 


If you do something / start from scratch, you go right back to the beginning and start again. 


Wherever possible, put groups of idioms onto a scale, like the frequency scale in B above. You could 
use scales for idioms connected with size, feelings, difficulties, etc. 
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32.1 


32.2 


32.3 


32.4 


32.5 


Exercises 


Complete each of these idioms. 


1 Itruns like 
2 We set off at the crack .. 
3 We were working against 
4 l've had enough. Let's call 
5 |t happens this way nine . 


Match each idiom on the left with the sentence on the right which best reflects its meaning. 


1 there and then a Rob plays golf occasionally, but not often. 

2 onceina blue moon (ay b Paula looks after three kids and has a 
full-time job. 

3 inno time at all E c The doctor examined me immediately. 

4 offandon L1 d lonly see Patrick very rarely. 

5 doesn't have a minute to call her own E e The new house was built very quickly. 


Complete these idioms with prepositions. 


$ 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 ninetimes 


Choose four of the idioms from exercise 32.3 and write a sentence for each one to illustrate its 
meaning. 


Rewrite the underlined part of each dialogue with an idiom. 


1 A: Do you go and see your mother and father very often? 
B: Well, occasionally, but not on a regular basis. 
2 A: Should we wait and do it as and when we need to? 
B: No, | think we should do it now, so th i in. 
3 A: Shall we try and speak to Mr Sanders about it? 
B: Well, we can try, but on almost every occasion he's too busy to meet anyone. 
4 A: The boss wants this report by Friday! 
B: Well, we'll just have to work very fast to get it finished by then. 
5 A: Doyou wantto go on working a bit longer? 
B: No, I’ve had enough. Let's finish now. 


o ARET 


‘It must be the crack of dawn." 
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The elements 


EN carts 


He's the salt of the earth. a very good and honest person 
She'd go to the ends of the earth to save her child. do anything possible 

The royal couple were run to ground in Wales. discovered after a lot of searching 
All my warnings fell on stony ground. were ignored 


END ^ 

If you pluck a number out of the air, you choose one at random. 

If someone blows hot and cold, they sometimes seem to like someone or something and sometimes 
don't so that others are confused about how they really feel. 

If you get wind of something, you hear information that others hoped to keep secret. 

If you see how / which way the wind is blowing, you decide to see how a situation develops before 
making up your mind about it. 


EN F: 


! doing something that could be 
dangerous (play in this idiom is 
normally used in continuous tenses) 

? going round very quickly 

3 without thinking because they are 


th angry or excited 
rumours. “However, you can't help think id n e ^s | “if people are saying something is 
no smoke without fire’. An , don’t add fueltothe | true and you don’t know whether it is 
À Ms 


true or not, it probably is true 
5do something to make a bad 
situation worse 


dg 
it you'll 
only make her keener on him. — banda Maien 


ENND wa: 


idiom meaning 
in deep water in a difficult situation which is hard to deal with 

out of your depth in a situation that you do not have the knowledge or skills to deal with 
jump / throw someone do or make someone do something difficult without being given or giving 
in at the deep end them any help 

in hot water in a situation where people are angry with you 

be between the devil have to choose between two equally difficult options 

and the deep blue sea 

be a drop in the ocean be a very small amount in comparison to what is needed 
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Exercises 


33.1 Match each idiom on the left with its definition on the right. 


1 get wind of something a move very fast 

2 goto the ends of the earth b beaninsignificant part of something 
3 spread like wildfire c observe how a situation is developing 
4 bein deep water d make a difficult situation worse 

5 beadropin the ocean e bein a difficult situation 

6 blow hot and cold f hear about something secret 

7 see how the wind is blowing L] g reactin different, unpredictable ways 
8 add fuel to the flames h do everything you can 


33.2  Rewrite each sentence with an idiom. Use the keyword in brackets. 


You'll be fine working for someone like that - he's a very decent man. (EARTH) 
Unfortunately, no one paid any attention to my advice. (GROUND) 

Unfortunately, her angry words have only made the situation worse. (FUEL) 

I think Rosie must be in trouble - the boss has asked to see her at once. (WATER) 
Noah doesn't really have the experience to cope with his new job. (DEPTH) 
Spreading rumours like that is a risky thing to do. (FIRE) 

Choose a number at random and multiply it by 3. (AIR) 

The police were unable to find where the escaped convicts were hiding. (GROUND) 


WIMRHAWNHE 


33.3  Putthe words in order and make sentences. 


1 like / The / of / news / wildfire / spread / their / divorce 

2 the/the/sea/ devil / blue / between / I’m / deep / and 

3 no/fire / There / smoke / is / without 

4 heat/the / of / Don't / anything / moment / in / say / the 

5 and/1/the/ cold / hot / he / way / blows / hate 

6 the/thrown / when /1/1/ university / end / was / in / deep / started / at 


33.4 Which idioms do these pictures make you think of? 


| £, | Y A | 
33.5  Lookatthe different idioms relating to earth, air, fire and water both in this unit and in Unit 43. 
Which abstract concepts do each of these elements seem to represent in the English mind? 


Here are some more idioms connected with the elements. Look them up in your dictionary. Write 
a definition and then write the idioms in sentences of your own. 


not set the world on fire go up in smoke 
it's all water under the bridge pour cold water on something 
the tide is turning make waves 
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34 


idiom meaning 


Colour 


| example 


red tape official rules and bureaucracy that 


make it difficult to do something 


There's a great deal of red tape involved in 
getting a work permit. 


be in the red I can't afford a holiday this year. I’m 500 


pounds in the red. 


have a negative amount in your 
bank balance 


catch someone catch someone at the moment He was caught red-handed stealing money 


red-handed they are doing something wrong from the cash register. 
| a red herring something unimportant that takes Then he started talking about the cost of a 
attention away from the main new computer, which was a red herring, 
subject because we've got plenty of computers. 
Blue 


| argued with Tim till | was blue in the face, but he wouldn't listen. [say the same thing many times, but 
someone refuses to listen] 


| I think there's blue blood in her family; her great-grandmother was a Russian princess. [belonging to 
the highest social class / aristocratic] 


| 
| Blue-collar workers at the local car factory were on strike for six weeks. [workers who do physical work, 
especially in factories] (See white-collar in D below.) 


Green 


72 


I was green with envy when she got the job. 


very envious 


My mother’s got green fingers. Everything she 
plants in the garden grows well. 


is a very good gardener 


The boss has given the project the green light. 


given permission for something to start 


Our house is in the green belt, so no other houses 
can be built near it. 


countryside around a town or city which is 
protected from building development 


aa Black, white and grey 


White-collar workers! at the Mirage car factory have 
gone on strike over pay and conditions. The union says 
management has broken an agreement, and it wants a 
new one in black and white”, The management says that 
the agreement is a grey area? that must be made clear 


in proper discussions. Meanwhile, the factory owners, 
the Merschott Company of Germany, consider that the 
plant is a black hole’, into which more and more money 


! workers who work in offices, not 
doing physical work 

? written, not just a spoken 
agreement 

3 something that is a problem, and 
is not very clear because there 
are no rules 

^ something which has no bottom, 
and everything put into it just 
disappears 


is disappearing. They are threatening to close the factory 


altogether. 
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34.1 


34.2 


34.3 


34.4 


Exercises 


Match each newspaper headline with its text. 

1 Health service budget just a black hole, says minister 

2 Government promises to deal with grey area of Internet law 

3 Green belt round Liverpool extended 

4 Children with blue blood no more intelligent than others, say scientists 


c 


Any claim to the contrary simply could 
not be proved, said Doctor Wills, one 


of the team who investigated twenty 
upper-class families. 


It was not at all clear what the 
situation was, and it was now time for 
governments to co-operate to clarify 
things. 


Answer these questions. 


1 Which kind of workers work in offices and which ones do physical work? 

2 What colour are you if you wish you had something someone else has? 

3 What colour are you if you repeat something, but the other person pays no attention? 

4 What colour is your bank balance when you have spent more money than there was in it? 
5 What colour light do you see when someone gives you permission to do something? 


Use the idioms from exercise 34.2 to complete these sentences. 


1 Iwas absolutely ....... 
Angeles. 

2 I’m 750 pounds . 
pay it back immediately. 

3 The... 
still working. 

4 You can talk to her till you're 
won't listen. 

5 Ifthe city authorities 
conservation project, it will begin next year. 


when she won a trip to Los 


and the bank has asked me to 


„. light to the new 


Rewrite the underlined part of each sentence with an idiom. 


1 Iwantto see a contract in written form, not just an informal agreement. 

2 I wanted to apply for a visa, but a friend told me there are so many forms to fill in and complicated. 
rules, so I’ve decided to forget it. 

3 My new house has a big garden, but I’m no good with plants, so I'll probably never do any 
gardening. 

4 She was caught just as she was stealing food from the school kitchen. 

5 He'salways introducing unimportant points into the discussion which distract everybody from the. 
main argument. 
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ED Talking about work 


4 


today. So roll up your sleeves} 


and let’s get busy! ail 


We have a lot of work to finish e 


Our teacher wears lots of different 


hats’. He teaches, coordinates 
classes, and writes exams. 


Clara was a great boss. The new 
manager will have big shoes 


k i. 


If you need her help, just call, 
She will come at the drop of a 
hat? and help you. 


1 to get ready to work hard 
2 without any delay 


3 to try to do your job as well as the person who did it before you; especially when that person was 


very successful. 
4 to do many different roles or tasks 


The job interview went 


very well. I’m sure | 
have it in the bag’. 


5 to bein a situation where you are certain to succeed 


Describing behaviour 


The professor bored the pants off everyone in the 
hall. Some students even fell asleep. 


was extremely boring 


My dad likes to think that he's in charge, but really my 
mum wears the trousers in our family! 


is the person who makes decisions 


Keep your shirt on! He didn't mean to scratch your 
car. It was an accident. 


don't be angry 


Laura is an amazing person. She has two jobs and still 
manages to volunteer at the soup kitchen. | take my 
hat off to her. 


admire what she is doing 


You can ask Tom for anything; he'd give you the shirt 
off his back. 


is willing to do anything to help another person 


Pocket 


We just sold my flat for three times. 
what we paid for it, leaving us. 
£200,000 in pocket! 


{having more money than when 
you started) 


| tried to make some money selling 
cupcakes, but only sold about half of 
them. After the cost of ingredients. 
and transport, | actually ended up 
£35 out of pocket. 


[having less money than when 
you started) 
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Simon sold my old video games online, 
He told me that he got £50 for them, but | 
found out later that he actually sold them 
for £60 and pocketed £10! 


[to take money from someone in a 
dishonest way] 


^. David had to dig deep into his pockets to 
pay for his children’s education, 


[to spend a lot of money, or give a lot of 
money away] 


Exercises 


35.1 Which idioms do these pictures make you think of? 


35.2 


35.3 


35.4 


2 3 


Match each idiom on the left with the situation in which it could be used on the right. 


1 haveitin the bag a Tinais the head of the student council, the class 
president, and a football coach at her sister's 
primary school. 


2 wearthe trousers b You sold a sofa for £30 more than you originally 
paid for it. 

3 wear lots of different hats c Sarah is very generous; she is always willing to 
help her friends no matter what they need. 

4 in pocket d Mark only needs to score 50% in the exam to pass 
the course, and he'll find that easy. 

5 give someone the shirt off your back e Your friend is very angry because his football 
team lost. 

6 keep your shirt on f Martin makes all the decisions in his relationship. 


Correct the mistakes in these idioms. 
1 Paul's speech was really long and not very interesting. He really bored the trousers off everyone! 
2 The exam is tomorrow? You'd better roll up your shirt and start studying right now. 


3 Gary promised to pay me back for the hotel room, but he never did. Now I'm £80 outside the 
pocket. 


4 | just hope I can be as good a teacher as Mr Roberts. | have some big shoes to walk in. 
5 Julia is training for a marathon at the same time as writing a book. | really take my cap off to her. 


Rewrite the underlined part of each sentence with an idiom from the left-hand page. 


1 Anna told me that she sold our parents’ car for £500, but now | find out that she was paid £700 and 
kept the difference. 


Even after paying all of our expenses, we have an extra £75. 

My sister thought she was definitely going to pass her driving test, but then she hit another car! 
The charity asked people to donate generously to help build a new hospital. 

1 called Beth and she came straight away. She didn't even ask what the problem was. 


aor wn 
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Games and sport 


! started an activity and encouraged 
others to join in 

? you have to do something now 
before any progress can be made 

3 quick to understand and react 

*on our own initiative, without being 


Right then, I’ve started the ball rolling! by telling you 
what | think our company should do now. | would like 
anyone who has any comments or questions to speak 
now. The ball is in your court”. Don’t forget that our rival 
companies are on the ball and if we don't act quickly and 


do something off our own bat’, they will. And they'd love asked to by anyone else 
to throw us a curveball^ and make life difficult for us. | 5 surprise us with an unexpected 
know my proposals will involve people doing overtime, but | problem 


IM hope that the workers may agree to play ball? given the 
circumstances we are all in. It's not our fault we are in this 
situation. Different rates of tax in different countries mean 
that we are not competing on a level playing field". 


® co-operate in order to achieve 
something (usually used in a 
negative context) 

Tin a fair situation 


Cards 
If you play your cards right, you behave in the right way to achieve what you want. It is informal and 
is often used in the expression /f (you) play (your) cards right, ... . 


If you put/lay your cards on the table, you tell someone honestly what you think or what you plan to do. 


If you pass the buck, you blame someone or make them responsible for something that must be 
done next (from an object used in the card game poker). 

If you follow suit, you do the same as everyone else has just done. (This is a reference to playing the 
same suit, i.e. hearts, diamonds, spades or clubs, in cards.) 


If you call someone's bluff, you make someone prove that what they are saying is true or prove that 
they will really do what they say they will do, because you don't believe them. To call someone's bluff 


in a card game is to force them to show you their cards. 


Miscellaneous sports and games 


sport 


m 


swimming take the plunge 


nin 


|" 
do something important or difficult that you've 
been thinking of doing for a long time 


board games go back to square one 


go back to the beginning of a project, because 
previous attempts have failed 


archery be wide of the mark 


be wrong or miss what you were trying to hit 


horse-riding do something on the spur 
of the moment 
(spur = metal on boot which 


makes horse go faster) 


do something suddenly, without planning 


(chips = gambling pieces) 


tarot cards (used for | be onthe cards be likely to happen 
fortune-telling) 
gambling your best bet the best thing you can do to achieve the result 
you want 
roulette when the chips are down when you are in a difficult situation, especially one 


which tests whether you can trust people 
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Exercises 


36.1 Which idioms do these pictures make you think of? 


17. 


36.2 Match the beginning of each sentence on the left with its ending on the right. 


1 If you play your cards right, a off their own bat. 

2 When the chips are down, b would be your best bet. 

3 The ball is in their court, c others will soon follow suit. 

4 If you sign the contract, d we decided to go away for the weekend. 
5 Onthe spur of the moment e sowe'llhavetowaitandseewhatthey do. 
6 Thechildren picked me some flowers f youlearn who your real friends are. 

7 Going by train rather than bus or car g you should get an invitation to her party. 


36.3 Complete each sentence with an idiom from the box. 


a level playing field put his cards on the table follow suit call his bluff off his own bat 
onthe ball onthecards passthebuck start the ball rolling threw us a curveball 


1 Let's ask Pete for advice - he's usually ..... 
2 The government always tries to . 
problems, saying the previous regime is to blame. 
3 I'd like you each to tell us why you have decided to do a creative writing course; Marie, would 
you... nme » please? 
4 Applicants all have to agree to the same conditions for the interview in order to 
ensure.. Pid 1 
5 Noone asked him to help - he did it 
6 If you keep your things tidy, the others may 
7 Itis still 
8 
9 


... when there are economic 


that I'll get a contract for the job. 
now we'll have to do the same. 
and invite 


He's been very frank and ha: 
He claims he can speak fluent Japanes: 
him to dinner with our Japanese guests. 

10 The manager . when he told us that our budget would be cut next year. 


Over to 


Can you find any idioms related to your favourite sport or game? You might be able to find some 


by looking up keywords relating to that sport or game in a good English-English dictionary or a 
dictionary of idioms. For example, if you are interested in horse-riding, you might look up horse, 
saddle, reins. 
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Animals 1: descri 


Animal names 
These idioms are based on compound nouns related to animals. 


is a dark horse someone who is clever or skilful in a way that no one knew or expected 
isa lone wolf someone who does not mix socially with other people 
is a cold fish someone who is not very friendly and does not show their feelings 
is/acts as a guinea pig /'ginr pig/ | someone who acts as a subject in an experiment or trial of 

something 
is a party animal someone who loves parties and socialising 


would love to be a fly on the wall | someone who would love to be present to see an important 
private or secret event 


Note also: 


There was a fly-on-the-wall documentary on TV last night about hospital waiting-rooms. [programme 
filmed in a real-life situation, sometimes with hidden cameras] 


People's characters and their actions 


John's bark is worse than his bite. [he may seem fierce/tough, but he is not really] 


You don't need to be afraid of him. He wouldn't hurt a fly. [is totally harmless and would never hurt 
anyone] 


Harry's really got the travel bug ever since he won that holiday in the Caribbean. [a strong desire to 
travel (bug here means virus; the original meaning of bug is a small insect)] 


She's working very hard for her exams. She's really got/taken the bit between her teeth. [started to 
work/act in a very determined way (a bit is a piece of metal put between a horse's teeth to control it)] 


They've given me free rein to do what | like in this new job. [given me complete freedom (reins are what 
you hold in your hands to control a horse when riding)] 


Josh: How did you know | was getting married? 
Leanne: A little bird told me. [said when someone has told you a secret, but you do not want to say who] 


As soon as the meeting was over, we all made a beeline for the food. We were so hungry! [went 
quickly and directly to] 


I always have butterflies in my stomach just before an exam. [feel very nervous] 
| made a real pig of myself last night, so I’m not going to eat any lunch today. [ate too much] 


I have so much work to do these days. I'm just chasing my tail trying to catch up. [doing a lot, but it is 
all pointless / without effect] 
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37.1 


37.2 


37.3 


37.4 


Exercises 


Which idiom can be used to describe ... 


Tx 
2773 
Ber 
4... 


.a person who has hidden or unexpected skills or talents that no one knows about? 
a person who loves parties? 

.a person who is the subject of an experiment or trial of something new? 

a person who is not very friendly? 


Here are some facts about animals. Which idioms are based on them? 


When you ride a horse, it has a bit in its mouth, which is a metal bar that helps you control 
the horse. 

A bee can fly in a straight line back to a place where it found food. 

Wolves usually hunt together in a group or pack. 

Dogs will often bark more out of fear than out of aggression. 

Cats and dogs often run round in circles thinking their tail is running away from them. 
Pigs have a reputation for eating a lot of food very quickly. 


Use the idioms from exercise 37.2 to repeat or sum up what the first speaker says. 


1 


Jack: Harry never seems to want to go out with other people. 
Lucy: No, he’s a bit of al 
Liam: Are you busy these days? 

Chris: Busy! It's ridiculous! | try to keep up with things, but I’m just 


Marcus: Dani is in the boss: s office : again today. That's the third time this week he's gone to 
complain about the computers. 


Mike: Yes, he won't give up. He's really got T Led 

Orla: You seemed to be enjoying your lunch today! 

Emma:  Yes,l «| feel so full now! 

Kallum: Philip scared everyone yesterday. He looked really angry. 

Eve: Oh, don't worry about him. His ......... LA 

Alan: Look at Charles! He's p talking to a gorgeous girl over there! 

Joe: Oh yeah, he always... .. for the prettiest girl in 


the room. 


Complete each of these idioms. 


1 


Big Joe is quite harmless really, although he looks tough. He wouldn't. 
a 
I already know about Kate getting divorced. A ... 
| hate making a speech to a big audience. | always get 
It's a very unusual school. The pupils are 
they like. 

I really got the travel .... 
8o away again. 

I'd love to be a ...... ——Ónn E e- 


~ after | went on a trekking holiday to Nepal. | can't wait to 


.. when Nick tells the boss he’s resigning. 
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Animals 2: describing situations 


Cats and dogs 
In the ‘situation’ box, note how the ‘if-clause’ tells you whether the idiom is normally used with 
things (something), people (you) or with an impersonal construction such as there is. 


If something | goes to the dogs it goes from a good situation/condition to a bad one 


If you let the cat out of the bag you accidentally tell people a secret / something 
you should not tell them 

If you put the cat among the pigeons you create a crisis or a problematic situation 

If there is not (enough) room to swinga cat | there is very little room or space somewhere 


The country has gone to the dogs since the new government took over. 

We didn't tell anyone the news, but she let the cat out of the bag and now everyone knows. 
Kim's report really put the cat among the pigeons. Now everyone's in a state of crisis. 
There's not enough room to swing a cat in our flat, so | don't think a party is a good idea. 


Other animal-related expressions 
In these dialogues, the second speaker uses an idiom to repeat and sum up the situation described 
by the first speaker. 


Ryan: Everyone is so selfish. They would sell their own mothers to get what they want, and they 
don't care how much other people suffer. 


Tania: Yes, it really is the law of the jungle. It's very depressing. 


Becky: We shouldn't even think of discussing the voting system for the committee. It's very 
complicated and unfair in many respects, and could raise huge problems. 


Ricky: | agree. It's a real can of worms. | think we should avoid discussing it. 


lris: If you ask me, it's a waste of time complaining to Robert. He doesn't take any notice, no 
matter how often you do it or no matter how angry you get. 


Harry: Yes, it's like water off a duck's back. 


Edward: We're all overworked and in a panic. We're trying to solve too many problems, and ending 
up not achieving anything! 


Nancy: Yes, agree. We're all just running round like headless chickens. 


Note also: These are antennae or feelers. 


| don’t use snail mail these days. E-mail’s easier. [the post, often 
said humorously when contrasting with e-mail] 


1 don’t know if anyone would really want a job like this one, but 
we could put out feelers and see if anyone is interested. [make 
informal enquiries; talk to people unofficially) 


Language 


When recording idioms in your vocabulary notebook, make notes of typical situations in which 


they can be used. For example: go to the dogs - typical situation: a restaurant that was very good 
before is very bad now. 
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Exercises 


Rewrite each sentence with an idiom that means the opposite of the underlined words. 


1 
2 
3 
4 
5 


There's plenty of room at my house. 

I'll let you know by e-mail. 

Peter has not told anybody the secret news. 

The economy is getting better and better. 

The office staff were working very calmly and efficiently. 


Which idioms do these pictures make you think of? 


Match each of the idioms from exercise 38.2 with one of these sentences. 


a) What she said has raised some horrible problems which we'd all prefer to forget. 
b) Oh dear! That is really going to cause huge problems and upset absolutely everybody! 
C) You can insult him and be really awful to him, but he just never seems to care or even notice. 


Answer these questions. 


1 
2 
3 


If you tell someone a secret, what do you let the cat out of? 
What can you put out in order to test whether people are interested in an idea? 
What kind of law do wild animals obey? 


Use a dictionary to find the missing words in these animal idioms if you do not know them. If 
you think you know the idioms, write your answers and then check them in a dictionary. Make 
a note of the meaning of the idioms in your vocabulary notebook. 


1 


[ETE 


Use the five 


take the bull by the... 

kill two birds with one 
ata snail's .. : 
like a bear with a sore 
a... 's breakfast. 


ioms from exercise 38.5 to rewrite the underlined parts of this paragraph. 


1 was trying to finish my essay for my English class by the end of the week, but it all seemed to 
be going very slowly and | was not very motivated. So | decided to face the situation and act. 
positively. | stayed up until after midnight every day for four days and worked on my essay. | was 
tired in the mornings, and went round feeling very bad-tempered and irritable all day, but, in 
the end | managed to do two useful things in one go: | finished the essay and | read a number of 
important books | should have read weeks ago. My last essay was a bit of a mess, but I’m hoping 
this one will get a better grade. 


to 


Think of two animals which have idioms connected with them in your language. Then use a dictionary 
to see if there are any idioms connected with these animals in Engli: 
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Weapons and war 


E Idioms based on guns and knives 


bite the bullet face a difficult situation and act decisively / do not avoid it 

jump the gun do something too soon, before you should do it 

stick to your guns don't let other people change your mind/ideas/principles 

look daggers at someone look at them in a very angry or hateful way 

put the knife in deliberately do or say something really hurtful to someone 

twist the knife do or say something which makes a bad/hurtful situation even worse 


Idioms connected with firing/shooting 
In these dialogues, the second speaker uses an idiom to repeat part of the question. 


Henry: Have you ever tried snowboarding? 


Oscar: No, but I'd like to have a shot at it one day. 


Hannah: Now that you're the Head of Department, do you find people always blame you 
immediately for any problems that arise? 


Grace: Oh yes, l'm in the firing line all the time. 


Mick: So it's Peter Smith who makes all the important decisions and has all the power? 


Rita: Oh yes, Peter Smith calls the shots these days. 


Lily: It must have been awful for you, being in the middle of such a terrible argument between 
Roz and Barbara? 


Abbie: Yes, | was really caught in the crossfire; | found it very difficult. 


Aaron: So you think we should wait and not ask for the funds yet? 


| Beth: Yes, | think we should hold fire till the future is more certain. 


ENA War and fighting in general 


The village people are up in arms over the plan to build a motorway very near their homes. [angry 
and protesting loudly] 


Oliver's his own worst enemy when it comes to getting promotion at work. He's just so negative 
about everything. [his own attitude/behaviour will prevent him from reaching his goal] 


I think you're fighting a losing battle trying to get a pay rise. The boss never listens to anyone. 
[trying to achieve something that you will probably fail to achieve] 


| wouldn't give up this job till you're absolutely sure you've got the new one if | were you. You don't want 
to burn your bridges. [do something that makes it impossible to go back to a situation you were in before] 


Joe can be very boring sometimes. He always seems to have an axe to grind. [have a strong view or 
opinion and want to persuade everyone he is correct; normally used critically] 


When it comes to the crunch, | won't let you down. [when a situation becomes serious or difficult] 
I think we've found a chink in his armour. [a weak point that we can exploit / take advantage of] 
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39.1 


39.2 


39.3 


39.4 


Exercises 


Complete each of these idioms. 


1 She was looking ...................at me last night. | wonder what I’ve done to upset her? 
2 Her last remark was so hurtful, especially as | was already upset. | think she was just trying 
to... „the. even further. 
I really think you should the bullet, and go and speak to him. 

„~ to her ind didn't sign the contract. So they've changed it. 
~~ the gun. Wait till we know whose fault it was before you complain. 
Freddy really puts the .... umm in sometimes. He is capable of saying such cruel things. 


What could you say? Using idioms from the page opposite tell someone ... 


1 ..whois trying to persuade the teacher to tell you the exam questions before the exam takes 
place that they will not succeed. 

... that if a real crisis occurs, you will be there to support them. 

... that you yourself are the main problem when it comes to trying to save money. 

... that they will be the one to face all the criticisms and complaints in their new job. 

... that you'd like to try bungee-jumping one day if you ever get the chance. 

.. that they should wait before they send a very angry letter they've written. 


DAaRWn 


Horoscopes often use idioms. Read these horoscopes and then say or write exactly what you 
would tell a friend with that birth-sign about their future, without using the idioms. 


Choose the correct answer. 


1 Ifyou were up in arms, you'd be... . 
a) holding someone you love b) protesting strongly 
c) feeling much stronger than before 


2 If someone puts the knife in, they .... 
a) make an important point b) test the situation before acting 
c) door say something very damaging 


3 If you burn your bridges, you . 
a) make it impossible to return to a former situation b) get extremely angry and violent 
c) destroy a good friendship 


4 If you have an axe to grind, you have... . 
a) aserious quarrel with someone b) a desire to hurt someone 
c) a strong opinion and you want to persuade people you're right 


If you can, look at a popular English-language ma or tabloid newspaper and see if the 
horoscopes contain idioms. Make a note of any idioms you find, especially for your own star sign. 
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40 Food 


EMEND) nee 


If something makes your mouth water, it makes you want to eat it: 

One look at those cakes makes my mouth water. 

If you say that someone has a sweet tooth, you mean that they particularly like sweet things. 

The word appetite can be used to refer to a desire for food or for something other than food. In the 
same way, whet your appetite can be used to mean awaken a desire: 

Cinemas use trailers to whet viewers’ appetites and make them want to see the whole film. 


FREE) Sweet and sour 


Sweet things are generally considered to be particularly pleasant and luxurious. The icing on the 
cake, for example, refers not only to the sugar coating on a cake but also to something that makes a 
good situation even better: 

This trophy is the icing on the cake for Eva, who has had a great year as a tennis player. 


The expression you can't have your cake and eat it or you want to have your cake and eat it is 
used to refer to the fact that two good things are impossible to do or have at the same time: 

He wants to have his cake and eat it: he wants a well-paid secure job, but he doesn't want to have 
to work evenings or weekends. 


Sour and bitter generally have unpleasant associations in idioms. If an experience leaves a sour 
taste in your mouth, you have an unpleasant memory of it. If you do something to the bitter end, 
you see it through to the end even though it takes a long time and is difficult. 


HEE Specific foods 


idiom meaning example 

have egg on your be left feeling stupid or embarrassed You'll have egg on your face if your 

face because of something you did plan doesn’t work! 

be the best/greatest | be fantastic (informal) Some people see contactless payments 
thing since sliced as the best thing since sliced bread, while 
bread others are more wary. 

be your bread and be an activity or job you do to get Taxi-driving is his bread and butter 
butter the money you need though he also writes music. 

bear fruit produce a positive result At last our work is bearing fruit. 


Emm) In the supermarket 


If you say something or someone is flavour of the month, it means that that thing or person is very 
popular. This is a reference to supermarkets' practice of putting a particular flavour of something - 
strawberry ice cream, for example - on special offer for a month: 

Flavour-of-the-month actress, Becci Carr, stars in tonight's TV drama. 


The phrase be past or pass your sell-by date is often used humorously to refer to a person or thing 
that is not wanted or used any more because they are too old. It refers to the way supermarket food 
is marked with a sell-by date after which the product must be removed from the shelves before it 
goes bad: 

| think she's passed her sell-by date as an actress. 
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Exercises 


40.1  Whatmight Jo say in each situation? Match the remarks in the box with the situations. 


You can't have your cake and eat it. He had egg on his face! 
| was left with a sour taste in my mouth! It's the best thing since sliced bread! 
It provides the bread and butter. 


1 Jo's husband asks her what she thinks of some exciting new computer software she's using. 

2 Joasks her brother how he likes his new, rather boring job. 

3 Jo's husband asks her how she felt after a meeting at work where people said some very 
unpleasant things to each other. 

4 Jotells her husband about her boss - whom she doesn't like - who made a mistake in some basic 
figures at a meeting where all the main company managers were present. 

5 Jo's son tells her that he's going to spend his (not very large) savings on an expensive new guitar 
as well as going on a trip to Australia. 


40.2 Circle the correct word to complete each sentence. 


1 Although it was too slow-moving for my taste, | sat through the film to the bitter / sour / sweet end. 

2 Watching that cookery programme on TV has really watered / wetted / whetted my appetite for 
trying some new recipes. 

3 All the effort Lucia has put into training is beginning to bear food / fruit / vegetables. 

4 Although the pop group DK1 is bargain / flavour / taste of the month at the moment, their 
popularity is unlikely to last. 

5 Grandad was exhausted after his long walk and said he had passed his sell-by day / time / date. 

6 Staying in a hotel room that Leonardo di Caprio had once used was really the icing on the 
biscuit / cake / sugar. 

7 Having such a sweet mouth / tongue / tooth makes it very difficult for her to lose weight. 

8 The wonderful smells from the kitchen are really making my eyes / mouth / nose water. 


40.3  Matchan idiom from the page opposite with each of these definitions. 


. 1 love chocolates and cakes 4 bein an embarrassing position 
2 beabsolutely fantastic 5 bring about good results 
3 betoo old to be useful 6 make you want something (Give two answers.) 


40.4 Complete these sentences in any way you like. 


is her bread and butter though she still 


hopes to succeed as an actress. 


lways makes my mouth water. 
eems to be flavour of the month in the 


pop music world at the moment. 
4 Kate had egg on her face whei 
5h Ferme. 
6 Ihope that........ 


the best thing since sliced bread. 
„~ Will bear fruit. 


Look up these food words in a good dictionary: apple, cheese, jam, tea. Find an idiom for each of them 


and write it in a sentence. 
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People: character, emotions and relationships 


Goodbye. | hope our paths cross again soon. 


we meet 


I'm really stuck in a rut in this job. | think I'll 
look for something new. (rut = deep track or mark 
made by a vehicle on the surface of a road) 


in a boring situation, with no hope of excitement, 
or future prospects 


This computer's driving me round the bend! It 
keeps crashing each time I try to save my work. 


making me angry and frustrated 


This book is right up your street/alley. It's called 
‘How to make a million in a year’. (alley = narrow 
street or lane with buildings on either side) 


perfect for you; exactly what interests you 


Josh is very middle-of-the-road politically. 


neither left-wing nor right-wing, has no radical views 


Road idioms that comment on situations 
I think the government is on the right/wrong track these days. [thinking or acting rightly/wrongly] 


It's an uphill battle/fight/struggle trying to persuade Joe to get a job. [a very difficult task] 


That restaurant’s really gone downhill lately. [it was good, but is not any longer] 


She lives right off the beaten track, but she loves the peace and quiet. [in a very isolated place] 


The Conservative Party is at a crossroads. [at a decisive moment in its history] 


This job I have now is a complete dead end. [it has no future / no prospects] 


be on the right/wrong track 


go downhill 


an uphill battle/fight/struggle 


off the beaten track 


at a crossroads 


adead end 


luse a bicycle these days to go/get from A to B. [to make simple/typical journeys] 


The new hotel has really put the village on the map. [now everybody has heard of the village] 


Well, it’s almost midnight. We should hit the road. [start our journey (home)] 


Road rage is increasing in many countries. [violent incidents resulting from traffic disputes] 
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Exercises 


41.1 Complete each of these idioms from A opposite. 


1 Airlines .. me round the ... 
from them when you phone them up. 

2 Idon't have any extreme views about anything. I'm quite ....... 
th ; 

3 Ididn't like her at all, and | hope ou 
be honest. 

4 It's a good idea to change your job every few years. It's very easy to get stuck... 
a if you're not careful. 

5 This video’: ~~ Up yout 


1 You can never get simple information 


evel 


gain, to 


It’s all about how violins are made. 


41.2  Usethe idioms from exercise 41.1 to rewrite the underlined parts of these sentences. 


Well, it’s been nice talking to you. Maybe we'll see each other again somewhere. 

That TV programme about birds is just right for you. You should watch it. 

Liam is fairly neutral when it comes to environmental issues. 

The photocopier makes me absolutely crazy. It always breaks down just when you need it most. 

| gave up my job and went round the world. I felt | had got into a boring routine with no prospects 
for the future. 


41.3 True or false? Tick (v) the correct box. True False 


1 If someone lives off the beaten track, they live in the middle of a city. 

2 Ifastreet is a dead end, you can’t drive down it and out the other end. 

3 Road rage is when people get angry and violent because of problems 
and arguments while driving. 

4 If something is an uphill struggle, it's like the pleasant feeling of 
travelling up a beautiful hill. 

5 If someone is on the wrong track, they are dialling a wrong number on a 
telephone. 


ORWNe 


BSW m De 
Baer B0 


41.4 Use idioms from this unit to ... 


... tell someone it's time to start a journey. 

tell someone that the bus is the easiest way to travel round in your area. 

... tell someone not to go to the Imperial Hotel as it's not as good as it used to be. 

... tell someone that you think what they are going to do is the right course of action. 

... tell someone that a new rock music festival has really made your town famous. 

... tell someone that you think your country is at an important and decisive point in its history. 


OouUBUM-G 


to 


Think of idioms connected with roads, paths and tracks in your language. Do any of them match the 


idioms in this unit? If they don't, try to find out the equivalent expression in English. Use a dictionary 
of idioms or another good dictionary. 
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Houses and household objects 


Home 
Home is the place where people feel comfortable and safe. If you are/feel at home somewhere, you 
are/feel comfortable there. If you make yourself at home, you relax and make yourself comfortable. 
Similarly, if something is as safe as houses, it is extremely safe. 

The implications of what she had said didn’t come home to me until some days later. [I didn't 
understand it fully] 

Her news reports have really brought home to me the horrors of war. 
[made me understand, usually something unpleasant] 


Doors and fences 

Doors give you access to somewhere new. 

They don't pay me very well for the work | do there at the 
moment, but at least I’ve got my foot in the door. [started 
working at a low level in an organisation because you want to get a 
better job in the same organisation later on] 


Doors have keys and handles. 


Female voters hold the key to the party's success in the 
election. [provide the explanation for something you could not 
previously understand] 


Her father flew off the handle when she said she wasn't 
going to return to university. [reacted in a very angry way 
(informal)] 


A fence marks the boundary between two areas of land. 
If you sit on the fence, you delay making a decision or fail 
to choose between two alternatives. Usually in the end, 


though, you have to come down on one side or the other. 
[make a choice] 


yeu Household objects 


Alf hit the ceiling/roof! this morning for no 
reason at all. | thought he'd just got out of bed ? got up in a bad mood and stayed in a bad 

on the wrong side’, but then his girlfriend mood all day 

explained that he's been burning the candle ? staying up late and getting up early 

at both ends? because of his exams. I'm 4 explained the situation to me - picture also 
glad she put me in the picture‘ because means situation in get the picture [understand 
now | can understand why he reacted so the situation (informal)] and keep someone in 
crossly. However, | wish he'd take a leaf out the picture [keep someone informed] 


of his girlfriend's book? and go to bed at a 5 copy something someone else does, often in 
reasonable time. order to gain an advantage that they have 


+ reacted angrily 
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42.1 


42.2 


42.3 


42.4 


42.5 


Exercises 


Match the beginning of each idiom on the left with its ending on the right. 


1 
z 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 


sitting on the a home 
getting your foot in the b handle 
getting out of bed on the wrong c fence 
flying off the d picture 
putting someone in the e ends 
feeling at o f door 
burning the candle at both isl g side 


Answer these questions. 


1 
2 


3 
4 
5 
6 
T 
8 


Is a decisive person likely to sit on the fence or come down on one side or the other? 

If a student takes a holiday job in a big company in order to get a foot in the door, what does that 
suggest about the student's plans? 

In what circumstances do people often burn the candle at both ends? 

Are you more likely to say that something important or something trivial is brought home to you? 
Do you think someone would be pleased or displeased if you took a leaf out of their book? 

If you keep someone in the picture, are you being honest to them or not? 

How do you feel if you get out of bed on the wrong side? 

If someone hits the roof, what sort of mood are they in? 


Which idioms do these pictures make you think of? 


my Bua 7s. 


Rewrite the underlined part of each sentence with an idiom. 


1 
2 


3 
4 


5 
6 
7 
8 


It will take some time before the impact of the new legislation is fully felt by the person in 
the street. 

Sophie will make herself ill if she goes on allowing herself so little sleep. 

Before you take over the project, I'll let you know exactly what the situation with it is. 
The police think that DNA testing will provide the evidence necessary for proving who the 
murderer must have been. 

Jim's been in a really bad mood all day. 

The government can't postpone making a decision for ever. 

Rob gets really angry at the slightest provocation these days. (Give two answers.) 

If you want to get fit, why don't you do as Katie has done and join a gym? 


Write sentences using six of the idioms from this unit about your own life or experiences. 
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90 


In this unit we look at idioms connected with the earth, the planets and the air, and other 
basic elements. 


The air 
The air (or sky) is often seen as something associated with feelings and emotions, or is in some way 
connected with unknown or future events. Look at these newspaper clips. 


| There was a sense of Whether the government will ‘The discussions 
| relief in the air! when change the law on football 
the 'not guilty' verdict hooliganism is up in the air? 
was announced. atthe moment. ^ ve aii to a certai 


! everyone could feel it 

? something new / more exciting 

? undecided 

^ completely unexpectedly 
(the blue = the sky) 

5 make bad feelings between people 
disappear 


Mr Watson said the 
news had come 
out of the blue’ 
and it had shocked 
everyone. 


e news has comeasa - 
breath of fresh air? for 
students worried about — 
the high level of fees. 


The earth, planets, ground 
Idioms about the earth often refer to the ground beneath our feet and to being practical/realistic. 


someone is a down-to-earth person they are very practical 

you come (back) down to earth with a bang something brings you suddenly back to reality 

an idea or plan/project bites the dust it fails/dies 

someone is (living) on another planet they have no awareness of the real world 

you are over the moon about something you are extremely happy 

something is/hits rock bottom itis as low as it can possibly be/go 

you find out how the land lies you see how the situation is before you get involved 
a person is upper-crust* they belong to a very high social class 


* The crust is the top surface of the earth; under it are other layers of very hot rocks. 
Note also: 


If you are in the dark or someone keeps you in the dark, you are not told important things that 
other people know. 


If you are in your element, you are happy/relaxed in the situation because you are good at the 
things it involves. 


If you are out of your element, you feel unhappy/uncomfortable because you are not good at the 
tasks involved. (element here refers to the four basic natural elements: earth, water, fire and air) 
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Exercises 


Complete each of these idioms. 


1 Thenews... .. out of the blue. No one was expecting it. 

2 What a crazy idea! | think she's living ... men another planet. 

3 The price of computers has ... -..... rock bottom this year. 

4 | think we should out how the land lies before we decide. 

5 They've ........... .. me in the dark about their future plans. | wish they'd tell me. 


Match each question on the left with the most likely response on the right. 
Is Anna Conda really a princess? oO a Yes, it bit the dust. 
| guess he was delighted with the news? 


Yes, he was in his element. 


So your new project failed after all? 
Did your long talk with David help at all? 
Did your dad enjoy his golfing holiday? 


No, he's very down-to-earth. 


I don't know, but she's very upper-crust. 


Yes, he was over the moon. 
Well, it did help to clear the air a bit. 


[LE 
soanar 


Is Jack a very romantic type of person? 


Rewrite the underlined part of each sentence with an idiom. 


1 You could feel a sense of fear in everyone when the planes came overhead. 

2 Itreally is something new and exciting for us that the company has decided to move to London. 
We are all bored with working in a small town. 

3 Sara was brought suddenly back to reality when the bank manager told her she had spent all 
her money. 

4 Things are very undecided at the moment. I'll let you know when a decision is made. 


Answer these questions. 


1 Think of one person you know who is down-to-earth and another person you know who is just 
living on another planet. In what ways are they so? 

2 When was the last time you felt over the moon, and why? 

3 Think of an occasion when someone you hadn't seen for a very long time suddenly appeared out 
ofthe blue. 

4 Think of one situation where you could personally say ‘I’m in my element here!" 


The underlined idioms below are not in this unit. Try to work out the meaning of the idioms 
from context. If you can't, then check their meaning in a good general dictionary or in a 
dictionary of idioms. 


1 | was shaking like a leaf as | waited to hear if | had passed the exam. 

2 Islept like a log last night. It was so quiet and the bed was very comfortable. 

3 |hate making big decisions. | usually prefer to just go with the flow. 

4 It goes against the grain for him ever to say he was wrong. It is not in his character to admit that 
he has made a mistake. 


Over to 


Look up sun, star(s), moon, rock(s), sea and mountains in a good dictionary or a dictionary of idioms. 
What idioms do you find? Write the idioms in sentences which illustrate their meani 
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44 Boats and sailing 
ENNEED ozs 


idiom meaning example 
| push the boat out spend a lot of money, usually Bill was happy to push the boat out 
because you are celebrating for his daughter's wedding. 
rock the boat do or say something that causes Party members were told firmly not to 
problems, usually when you try rock the boat by publicly criticising the 
to change a situation that other government just before the election. 
people do not want to change 
miss the boat be too late to get something you Can I still get tickets for the concert 
want or have | already missed the boat? 
burn your boats/bridges do something that makes it Don't sell your house to finance your 
impossible for you to go back to business - that would be burning your 
the situation you were in before boats. 
be in the same boat be in the same, usually difficult, It's a pity you can't use a dictionary in 
situation your exam, but at least everyone's in 
the same boat. 


SESS) Sailing 


problems or danger (usually used 
in the continuous) 


idiom meaning example 

steer clear of avoid someone or something I'd try to steer clear of Emma if | were 
because it is dangerous for you you - she's trouble! 

sail close to the wind take risks that could cause You're sailing a bit close to the wind 


by speaking to the boss like that! 


be plain sailing 


be very easy 


1 was a bit apprehensive about doing 
so much in just one day, but it was all 
plain sailing. 


be in the doldrums 
(doldrums = area of sea 
with no wind) 


(of a business) be not very 
successful; (of a person) feel sad 
and without energy 


His business has been in the doldrums 
for several years now. 


put/stick your oar in 
(oar = long piece of wood 
used for rowing a boat) 


join a discussion when the other 
participants do not want you to 
(informal) 


| hope John has the sense not to 
stick his oar in at tomorrow's meeting. 


show someone the 
ropes 


show someone how to do a job 
or activity 


As it's your first day at work, Sue will 
show you the ropes. 


bea nervous wreck 
(wreck = boat that's been 
destroyed, e.g. by hitting 


be mentally and physically 
exhausted 


I'm a nervous wreck after a day with 
those terrible children. 


rocks) 

clear the decks (deck = get ready for action We'd better clear the decks before 
flat open area on boat) we paint the room. 

be (all) at sea be confused I'm all at sea with this computer. 
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44.2 


Exercises 


Answer these questions. 


If you miss the boat, have you lost a means of transport or an opportunity? 

If you say that a project was plain sailing, are you happy with how it went or not? 

If you burn your boats, are you taking a risk or not? 

If a friend is in the doldrums, would you try to calm them down or cheer them up? 

Are you more likely to be a nervous wreck if you're bored or if you're overworked? 

If you are all at sea in a new job, do you need someone to show you the ropes or to stick 
their oar in? 

7 If you rock the boat, will people be pleased with you or annoyed with you? 

8 If you show someone the ropes, are you helping them or threatening them? 


OuRWNe 


Complete each of these idioms with one word. 


1 Things here are very difficult, but at least we're all in the .... 
2 It'll be hard climbing the mountain, but should be .. 
3 Everyone would like to dance, so let's clear the .. 
can in the middle of the floor. 

4 Speaking to the press about what's going on is ... 

5 | know the party is costing a lot, but you have to 

6 Joe's been in the ............ .. ever since he lost his job. 
i 

8 


.. boat. 
.. Sailing on the way down. 
and make as much space as we 


a bit close to the wind. 
.. the boat out occasionally. 


Trust George to stick his in - he never knows when it's better to say nothing. 
| don't trust Paul - I'd steer .. . of him if | were you. 


Here are some more idioms based on sailing concepts. Match each idiom on the left with its 
explanation on the right. (Note that tack= direction taken in sailing in order to catch the wind.) 


change tack 


be familiar with how things are done 


know the ropes be in a weak mental or physical condition 


try a different tack act in a way that is not extreme 


learn the ropes take a different course of action 


be a quivering wreck get to know how to do things 


Ou RWN HE 
^0» 200000 


steer a middle course 


attempt to do something in a different way 


Complete each sentence with an 


liom from the left-hand page or from exercise 44.3. 


1 Leave things as they are - it's better not to .... 

(Give two answers.) 
2 Everything must seem strange at first, but you'll soon .......... 
3 Finish your course before you go travelling - there's no point in 
4 Parents usually try to " between leniency and strictness. 
5 
6 


Sara's very miserable - do you know why she's ? 

The new boy is bound to be feeling ~. on his first day at 
School - perhaps you can help. 
Things are not working out - let's ... 
8 | hate job interviews - I'm always 


A 


. (Give two answers.) 
before them. 
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45 Science, technology and machines 


| TERRY Engines and cars 


Look at these conversations. The second speaker uses an idiom to agree with the first speaker. 


Eva: We'll have to get ready to start work on the new system. 


Lars: Yes, we'l have to get into gear, | suppose. (like putting a car into gear before driving) 


Rob: | hate having Lisa in my car. She always tells you what you're doing wrong, or when the 
lights have gone red, and so on. 


Peter: Yes, she's a real back-seat driver, isn't she? 


Olga: | think we've spent over the budget these last three months. We'll have to be more careful. 


Mick: Yes, we'll have to put the brakes on our spending; we've paid out some large sums. 


Hugh: Things are going well these days, aren't they? Everything's working quietly and smoothly. 


Ben: Yes, things are ticking over nicely. (A car engine ticks. over when itis running quietly, 
but the car is not moving.) 


Will: Well, it was quite an angry meeting, but I think it was good that people could just say exactly 
what they were thinking and get angry if they wanted to. 


Mia: Yes, | think it was good that they were able to let off steam. (a steam engine lets off steam 
to reduce pressure) 


Theo: Do you want to borrow my alarm clock? 


(like a computer, i.e. always 


Ross: No, it's OK. | think I'm programmed to wake up at seven o'clock. doing the same thing) 


Electricity, phones and radio 


get your lines/wires crossed there is a misunderstanding between you and 
someone 

are on the same wavelength as someone you view the world or think in the same way 

(wavelength = fixed position on a radio band, e.g. FM/AM) | as them 

blow a fuse/gasket (gasket = kind of seal in an engine) you lose your temper and react very angrily 
to an event 

give someone a buzz you phone them (informal) 


B Other idioms from the world of technology and machines 
The government is back-pedalling over its plans to lower taxes. [beginning to say the opposite of what it 
said before, like pushing the pedals of a bicycle backwards] 


His comments really put/threw a spanner in the works. [spoilt something, e.g. a plan, or prevented it 
from succeeding] 


There are now fears of a financial meltdown [a complete failure; a meltdown in a nuclear reactor is a 
situation in which the nuclear fuel becomes too hot and melts through its container] 


Plans for a new bridge across the river are in the pipeline. [being discussed/prepared but not public yet] 
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45.1 


45.2 


45.3 


45.4 


45.5 


Exercises 


Advertisements often use idioms to sell products. Match each slogan with its text. 


1 Want to let off steam tonight? 
2 We're on your wavelength 


Local Radio is changing, and here at 

City Radio FM we believe you'll want to 
listen to us with our new programmes for 
the autumn. 


Are you paying too much for your 
mobile phone? Call us on 07965 
34352 and find out how you can pay 
less. 


3 State-of-the-art digital technology in your home 
4 Give us a buzz for lower bills 


By 2020, most TV channels will no 
longer broadcast in the traditional 


way. Buy a new TV set now and you 
will be ready for the changes. 


Chatrooms are a great place for 
saying exactly what you think. If 
you've got things on your mind, join 
us at We-chat for great, lively debate. 


Agree with what A says. Complete each response with an idiom from the left-hand page. 


1 A Her e-mail caused real problems for our plans, didn't it? 
B: Yes, it really ... - 
2 A Ithink George is beginning to ‘change his mind about joining o our committee. 
B: Yes, he seems to be ... x sili s entes 
3 A: Wow! Matt really lost his temper last night, didn' t he? 
B:- Yes, he absolutely nianna 
4 A Good. Things seem to be nice and quiet and working smoothly. 
B: Yes, everything seems to be just quietly ...... 
5 A: Itseemsthere was a misunderstanding between us. 
B: Yes, | think we ...... 
6 A: I think we should give her a call this evening. 
B: Yes, it’s probably a good idea to 


Which idioms do these pictures make you think of? 


Rewrite each sentence with an idiom from exercise 45.3. 


1 It took us a long time to really start to do our work properly and efficiently. 
2 Mark is one of those people who always knows the road better than the person driving. 
3 There are plans for a new railway, but it will be some years before the project starts. 


Complete each sentence with a preposition or particle. 


1 We're............... the same wavelength. 

2 Everyone needs to let ..... .. Steam occasionally. 

3 You've really put a spanner ..... the works. 

4 Business is ticking nicely these days. 

5 We'll have to put the brakes with regard to how much we spend. 
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46 Music and theatre 


ENNES v 
Hannah: 


Amy: 


Mark: 


Lars: 


Terry: 
John: 


Nancy: 


Harry: 


Rob: 


Lucy: 


Mike: 
Chris: 


Tim: 


David: 


George: 


Celia: 


Em Theatre 


The changes in the government's education policy helped |create a situation that allows something else to 


This dress is so boring but | have nothing else to wear tonight. 


You could jazz it up with a red scarf and some nice jewellery. 


Did you see the music awards last night? That last performer had everyone in tears. 


Yes, | saw her. She really sang her heart out. 


| should be paid for all the extra hours | put in on this job. 


Stop complaining all the time. You sound like a broken record. 


Did you hear? Sam and Debbie just got engaged! 


Oh, fantastic! That's music to my ears. 


What do you think of the government's plan to provide free nursery school places for kids 
under three? 


I think it really struck a chord with single parents. Paying for childcare is a real problem 
for us. 


Didn't Luke say he was going to buy a new car? 


He was thinking about it, but he soon changed his tune when he realised how much it 
would cost! 


Are you still preparing your presentation? 


Yes, I've been fine-tuning it today. | think it's ready now. 


| heard people shouting in the meeting! What's going on? 


They're making a song and dance about the price of coffee in the canteen, but it's only 
gone up by 10 pence! 


to set the stage for further reforms. happen 
Stop screaming and shouting - everyone is looking at us. | behaving in a way that attracts other people's 
You're making a spectacle of yourself. attention, usually because you are doing 


something stupid or silly 


96 


The Police Commissioner has been in the spotlight since 
the press found out about his unpaid traffic fines. 


been the centre of attention, often in public media 


After 20 years, the curtain has fallen on his professional 
Eolf career, but people will remember his achievements 
for years to come. 


(his career) has finished 


I'm not feeling very well today, but | have to go to work. 
The show must go on. 


| must continue what | am doing 
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46.1 


46.2 


46.3 


46.4 


Exercises 


Which idioms do these pictures make you think of? 


Complete these sentences with an idiom from A opposite. 


1 The bedroom looks a bit dull; maybe we could ...... .. with some colourful wallpaper. 


2 Katy didn't want to work at the market at first, but she soon ..... .. When she 


realised there would be free food. 


3 The ideas are good, but you may need to spend a little bit more time . all the details. 


4 The news that the government had decided to lower property taxes was ..... 


Match each idiom on the left with the situation in which it could be used on the right. 


1 make a song and dance about something a When you approve of something, 
or are interested in it because it 
affects you. 

2 sing your heart out b When something is finished. 

3 sound like a broken record € When someone gets very excited or 
annoyed over a small issue. 

4 strike a chord d When someone should continue 
despite problems. 

5 the curtain has fallen on e When someone always talks about the 
same thing. 

6 theshow must go on f When someone sings with a lot of 
emotion. 


Use idioms from B opposite to rewrite the underlined parts of the sentences. 


1 My daughter started crying on the bus. She really embarrassed me and herself. 
2 After the latest scandal, the new Prime Minister is constantly on TV and in newspapers. 


3 After her successful film career finished, she decided to start teaching drama at university. 
4 We hope that this new timetable will prepare everyone for a positive start to the school year! 
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4T 


Finger, thumb, hand 


Idioms connected with the hand can refer to ownership, control, acting and exercising skills. 

Idioms based on the fingers 

In these conversations, the second speaker repeats the meaning of the idiom in bold. 
Abbie: Rosa had all the statistics at her fingertips. 


Tom: Yes, | was amazed she was able to quote them immediately. 


Jake: l'm getting my exam results tomorrow. Keep your fingers crossed for me! 


Tamsin: Yes, | will. I'll be wishing you good luck all day and hoping you do well. 


Ben: | think he's put his finger on the problem. 
Rosie: Yes, think he's identified exactly what's wrong. 
Mick: Maria never lifts a finger at home. 

Nancy: | know. She never helps out. She's so lazy. 


Ben: He got his fingers burnt in a financial deal in 2016. 


Lily: Yes, | know. He suffered badly and lost a lot of money at the time. 


Oscar: 


Ruth: 


mple 


The plan has been given the thumbs up/down. 


Paula has really got green fingers, hasn't she? 


Yes, everything she plants in her garden seems to grow beautifully. 


EZD Idioms based on the thumb and the whole hand 


meaning 


approved (up) or rejected (down) 


That office block sticks/stands out like a sore 
thumb next to such a beautiful park. 


looks different from everything else in its 
environment (in a negative sense) 


As a rule of thumb, always write down the code. 


a general, useful rule 


The boss has given me a free hand at work. 


allows me to take whatever action | want to 


Ed can turn his hand to any job round the house. 


has the skill/ability to do unfamiliar jobs without. 
any previous experience 


Things got out of hand and the police arrived. 


got out of control 


| don't really have any first-hand knowledge of nature 
conservation. 


direct / from experience 


That restaurant has changed hands twice. 


been sold to a new owner 


| have my hands full with three children. 


am very busy / have a lot of things to do 


I'd like to try my hand at scuba-diving one day. 


try it for the first time 


| play golf occasionally just to keep my hand in. 


in order not to lose my skill/knowledge 


I always like to have a dictionary to hand when 
I'm reading English newspapers. 


available; nearby 


Give me a hand with this big box, will you? 


help me, e.g. to carry/lift it 


I've washed my hands of the whole project as it 
caused so many problems. 


stopped being involved in 
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47.1 


47.2 


47.3 


Exercises 


Complete these idioms with hand(s), finger(s) or thumb(s). 


1 lhave my once full at the office these days. I'm doing two people's jobs. 

2 I’m sorry, but the plan’s been given the .. down by the committee. 

3 She's been given a free ..... . to change the entire computer system for the 
whole company. 

4 Yes, he's just lazy. You're right. You've put your... .... On it. 

5 Things are getting out of .... ..; We need someone to organise things properly. 

Asa rule of... sd you should never use the present perfect in English with words 

like yesterday or last year, but journalists do it sometimes. 

If you need help with your garden, ask Liz - she's got green 

8 | get my exam results tomorrow. Keep you 

Their teenage kids never lift a 

parents. 

10 That shop has changed... 


o 


E 


on crossed for me! 
at home; they just leave everything to the 


o 


~- again. It's owned by someone from Hong Kong now. 


Rewrite the underlined part of each sentence with an idiom from the left-hand page. 


1 | think it would be good if you got some direct experience of working in a poor country before 
working for an aid organisation at home. 


2 Jake has withdrawn completely from the club committee. He was so disgusted that he just quit, 


and never wants to see any of them again. 

3 That new power station on the coast is such an ugly sight! You'd think they would have built it to 
blend in with the landscape. 

4 Have you ever had a go at water-skiing? My sister's got a boat if you would like to try. 

5 lalways have to have the cookbook right next to me when I’m trying out a new recipe. 

6 I'm too busy to play football every week now, but I really should play occasionally, just to 
keep my skills alive. 

7 She lost out badly on the stock exchange. She bought shares in an Internet company that went 
bankrupt. 


Correct the mistakes in these idioms. 


1 Do you think you could bring me a hand this weekend? | have to move some furniture to our 
summer cottage. 

2 If you're the sort of person who is prepared to make your hand to anything, you'll be able to earn a 
lot of money; people are always looking for willing workers. 

3 | was very pleased when they told me my project had been given the up-thumb. 

4 |decided to wash my hands with the whole idea and to have no involvement whatsoever in it. 

5 If you want to make a good impression at a business meeting, it is a good idea to have all the facts 

and figures in your fingertip. 

To build a horrible concrete bridge over such a beautiful river is terrible. It stands out like a 

Sick thumb! 


o 


Over to 


Look again at the idioms in this unit and see if you can see any further pattern of meanings for 
the different sets of idioms connected with hands, fingers and thumbs. What do fingers do? Arethe 


thumb idioms different? Make a few notes in your vocabulary notebook and see if your ideas are still 
valid as and when you add new idioms connected with the keywords. 
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Foot, heel, toe 


Foot 


Several idioms involving the word foot refer to someone's personal situation. 


mr 


You're an adult now; you have to learn to stand 
on your own two feet. 


meaning 


be independent; look after yourself 


I'm rushed off my feet at work. 


extremely busy/hectic 


He's famous, but he's always kept both feet on 
the ground. 


remained normal and realistic 


| accepted the job, but then got cold feet. 


became afraid to do it 


Don't worry. It will take you a while to find your 
feet. It's always like this in a new job. 


get used to things; feel you can cope 


Nancy and | got off on the wrong foot. 


our relationship started badly 


The children are always under my feet when I'm 
trying to do the housework. 


in my way, disturbing my activities 


He really seems to have landed/fallen on his 
feet. He got a new job and found a flat within a 
week of arriving in the city. 


been very lucky or successful in a difficult situation 
(The idiom is based on the notion that cats always 
land on their feet when they fall.) 


She lived at home for a while, but got itchy feet 
again and went off travelling for a year. 


got a desire to travel 


Other idioms with foot refer more to actions. 


| really put my foot in it when | told Mario | hated Italian food; he's Italian! [accidentally said/did 


something very embarrassing] 


I think you should put your foot down and say no. [assert your authority or independence] 


He followed in his father's footsteps and became a doctor. [took the same course of action as 


somebody else] 


Heel and toe 


These two idioms with heel refer to preventing or slowing down movement. 


| don't think Sara wants to join us; she's dragging her heels a bit. [deliberately being slow] 


They're digging their heels in and refusing to compromise. [refusing to change their position] 
The boss always keeps us on our toes. [keeps us busy; makes us give our full energy to our work] 


Language 


Whenever you find idioms that seem to have something in common in their meaning (as with the 
two heel idioms or the foot idioms referring to situations), group them together on one page in 
your vocabulary notebook. Add any new idioms that have similar meanings as you meet them. 
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48.1 


48.2 


48.3 


48.4 


48.5 


Exercises 


Match each idiom on the left with its definition on the right. 


O0 0-00 à wne 


have itchy feet a bevery busy 

find your feet b start off in a bad way 

be under someone's feet c feel familiar with something 
land/fall on your feet d berestless / want to travel 

get off on the wrong foot e regret a decision 

be rushed off your feet f remain connected to the real world 
get cold feet g beconstantly in the way 

stand on your own two feet h belucky/successful 

keep both feet on the ground i beindependent 


Write sentences which relate to your life with any five of the idioms in exercise 48.1. 
EXAMPLE / applied for a place at an American university and was accepted, but then | qot cold feet. 


Rewrite these sentences with five of the idioms from exercise 48.1. 


id 


2 
3 


4 


5 


I said | would join Tom on the protest march, but then regretted it and didn't go at all. 

She was very busy in the shop last month, but she’s pleased that the business is doing well. 
He'll have to learn to make his own decisions now that he's at college and not living at home 
any more. 

Rosie and | started off rather badly when she first joined the company, but now we're working 
very well together. 

I'm feeling restless these days. I'd love to go off on a backpacking holiday somewhere. 


Which idioms do these pictures make you think of? 


1 


True or false? Tick (/) the correct box. 


H 
2 


If you drag your heels, you deliberately act slowly or delay something. [m] m] 
If you put your foot down, you tell someone very firmly to act in 

a particular way. E] 
If someone keeps you on your toes, they keep you very excited. [m] 
If you follow in someone's footsteps, they are your boss and you 

are below them. o 
If you dig your heels in, you are very determined not to be persuaded 

to do something you don’t want to do. o 


Use a good dictionary to find the meanings of these idioms if you do not already know them. 
foot the bill 


toe the line 
hard/hot on the heels of 
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Bones, shoulder, arm, leg 


Idioms and meaning associations 

Sometimes groups of idioms have some aspect of meaning in common. For example, our bones 
are inside our body, they have flesh/meat on them and they form our skeleton. Note how some 
basic associations of the word bone(s) play a part in this meaning of these idioms. 


ample nin ciation 
| have a bone to pick with you. You have done something Animals pick the flesh off bones 
that has annoyed me, and when they eat their prey. 
we must discuss it. 
She's going to get that job; I can feel I have a feeling deep inside Bones are deep inside us. 
it in my bones. me / an instinct. 
How best to use the money we raised | People are arguing and Animals fight over bones/food. 
has become a bone of contention. disagreeing over it. 
Let's try and get to the bare bones of | the heart / the most basic The bones are our skeleton, our 
the problem. aspects of the problem basic form. 
Shoulder and arm 
Main association: Shoulders support or carry things. 
She has a chip on her shoulder about the fact that she was not promoted in her job years ago. 
blames other people for something negative that has happened to her and goes on carrying these feelings 


for ever] 


Beth, can | talk to you? I’m having a horrible time and | need a shoulder to cry on. [sympathy or 
support in time of trouble] 


You are not alone in your fight against the authorities. We will stand shoulder to shoulder with 
you. [support you in a difficult time] 


| didn’t have much success trying to get to know that good-looking guy at the party. He gave me 
the cold shoulder. [reacted to me in an unfriendly or cold way for no obvious reason] 


Main association: Arms hold and/or control things. 


I didn't really want to do the job, but he twisted my arm and | said yes. [persuaded me to do 
something | didn't really want to do] 


| don't really want to talk to her. I’ve been trying to keep/hold her at arm's length. [keep a 
distance between myself and her] 


Leg 
| haven't really won the lottery. | was only pulling your leg. [joking / trying to fool you] 


He'll find it difficult to convince the police that he's innocent. He hasn't (got) a leg to stand on 
really. [has nothing to support his claim or position] 


Language 


There are ten units in this book that deal with idioms connected with the body. Try to build a 
picture in your mind of a human body as you work through the units and remember which parts 
of the body are most strongly associated with idioms, e.g the hand. 
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Exercises 


49.1  Useidiomsto complete the network. 


A bone of duris The ——S bones 


lcan feel.............. 


[ lhavéabone.- Sa eee 


49.2 Use the idioms from exercise 49.1 to rewrite these sentences in as brief a way as possible. 


1 | want to talk to you about something very annoying that you have done. 

2 This book will give you the most basic information, but it doesn't go into great detail. 
3 | don’t think we should allow the cost to become a matter that we argue about. 

4 There's going to be trouble at work. I can really sense it in a subconscious way. 


Choose the correct answer. 


1 Charlotte has a chip on her shoulder because she never got a chance to go to university. 
' a) She is disadvantaged in trying to find a job. 
b) She has an ambition she has not yet fulfilled. 
c) She carries a negative feeling about it throughout her life. 
2 Danis pulling Helen’s leg. 
a) He is annoying her. b) He is trying to fool her about something. 
c) He is attacking her. 
3 Louise needs a shoulder to cry on. 
a) She needs to cry publicly. b) She needs a friend to listen to her troubles. 
c) She needs something to cry about. 
4 Ritaistrying to twist Sara's arm because she wants to borrow Sara's car. 
a) Rita is trying to persuade Sara even though Sara doesn't want to do it. 
b) Rita is trying to blackmail Sara to do it. 
c) Rita is trying to pay Sara to lend her car. 
5 Laura gave Mark the cold shoulder when he asked her to go with him to the school party. 
a) She put her head on Mark's shoulder in a romantic way. 
b) She rubbed her shoulder against Mark's as a way of saying ‘yes’. 
c) She behaved in a rather distant way and said ‘no’. 
6 Clare said she would stand shoulder to shoulder with Irene. 
a) She promised to fight Irene with all her strength. 
b) She promised to stand next to Irene in a queue for something. 
c) She promised to support Irene in a difficult situation. 


Write a sentence or a couple of sentences for each of these idioms to show their meaning. 
hold/keep someone at arm's length not have a leg to stand on 


Here are two more idioms using arm which are not on the page opposite. Using a dictionary 

if necessary, complete each idiom. 

1 The tickets for the festival cost us an arm and a . 
most expensive I have ever bought. 

Ekde oal Se e : .. my arm and apply for that job. | know I’m not at all 
qualified, but I’ve got nothing to lose by applying. 


i 
"im 
i 


..; they were the 
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Emotions 
Head is used in a number of idioms that relate to emotions and staying calm and in control. 


keep your head 
[keep calm, especially in a difficult 
or dangerous situation] 


be banging or hitting your head 
against a brick wall 

[ask someone to do something 

lose your head which they won't do] 


[panic or lose control] 


laugh/scream/shout your head off 
[laugh/scream/shout very much and 
very loudly (informal)] 

If you can keep your head when all around are losing theirs, you'll be a man, my son. (written 
by 19th century poet Kipling) 


They were shouting their heads off until late at night and I just couldn't fall asleep. 


bring something to a head / 
something comes to a head 
[an unpleasant situation is so bad 
that it has to be dealt with] 


Trying to get the boys to tidy their bedroom is just banging your head against a brick wall. 
Andy and Jill had been upset with each other for some time, but things eventually came to a 


head last night when they had a terrible row. 


Thought 


Sometimes head is used in idioms to mean the place where ideas or thoughts are produced. 


m 


put ideas into someone's head 


meaning 


make someone want to do 
something they had not wanted 
to do before (usually something 
stupid) 


example 


Louisa was always quite happy 
in the village until Rex started 
putting ideas into her head. 


get your head (a)round 
(usually - can't get (my) head 
(a)round) 


come to fully accept or 
understand something (informal) 


| just can't get my head around 
what's happened. It's been 
such a shock! 


off the top of your head 


without thinking about it for very 
long or looking at something that 
has been written about it 


Off the top of my head, I 
couldn't tell you where they 
live, but | could soon find out. 


Other head idioms 


Rebecca is so beautiful; she always turns heads! whenever she walks into a room. T 

Lin love with her, but our parents would like to knock that on 
the head". This is a very busy year for Leon and he is going to have to work very hard to keep 
his head above water’. However, he bites/snaps their heads off * if they tell him to ignore 


brother Leon is beginning to fal 


her. I’m taking care not to get ‘involved - it's safer to keey 


! people notice that person because they look interesting or attractive 


? put a stop to it (informal) 


my head down’. 


3 deal with a difficult situation when he has too much work and not enough time, or when he has just 
enough money in order to live or keep a business going (an image from swimming) 


^ speaks to them angrily 


5 say as little as possible in order to avoid arguments 
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50.1 


50.2 


50.3 


50.4 


Exercises 


What do these underlined idioms mean? 


| can't get my head around how much she’s changed since she met Joel. 

Maria will never turn heads in the way that her older sister does. 

You'll laugh your head off when you see Bill wearing a dinner jacket. 

Mike hadn't had time to prepare a speech, but he spoke very well off the top of his head. 

If | were you, l'd keep my head down until the situation improves. 

Sam wants to use your saw to build a treehouse - you'd better knock that idea on the head. 
My boss snapped my head off just because | asked for an extra day off. 

It was the first time that Joanna had talked about wanting to work abroad and her father 


blamed her new boyfriend for putting ideas into her head. 


Complete each sentence with an idiom from the box. Make any other necessary changes. 


0 MO 0 QNI 


bangyourheadagainstabrickwall ^ bringthingstoahead ^ cometoahead keep your head 


lose your head scream your head off snap someone's head off 


1 Amy... ~ When she saw a rat under the table. 
2 When the pilot announced that the plane was having engine problems, all the passengers 
behaved calmly and no one t tr 


3 I’m trying to get him to give up smoking, but LPS 

4 You'll easily pass your driving test as long as you 

5 Iwish he wouldn't ........ ~~ when | ask him about his work. 

6 Jack and Lucy have not been getting o on well for some time now, but Jack’s rudeness to her 
last night ........ 

7 The disagreement over pay 


ee and they had a blazing row. 
at a meeting yesterday. 


1 2 


Á 


Answer these questions. 


Has anyone ever bitten your head off? Why did they do this? 
Under what circumstances would you find it hard to keep your head? 
When was the last time you laughed your head off? 


Can you think of someone who has been criticised for putting ideas into people's heads? 


1 

2 

3 

4 What kind of person would turn your head in the street? 

5 

6 Would a business be pleased if it were keeping its head above water? Why (not)? 


This unit includes just some of the idioms based on the word head. Look in a good dictionary, find 
three more idioms and write them down in example sentences. 
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Face 


Our face presents the image we show people and that is reflected in most of the idioms with face. 


idiom 


make/pull a face 


meaning 


show that you do not like something 
by making an unpleasant expression 


example 


Emma pulled a face when she heard that 
Jim was coming to the party. 


keep a straight 
face 


not laugh or change your expression 
even though you want to laugh 


It was all | could do to keep a straight face 
when I saw Jim in his new suit. 


put a brave face 
on something 


pretend you are happy about 
something when you are not 
happy 


Chris was disappointed about not getting 
the job, but he's put a brave face on it. 


take something 


accept something as it looks without 


I decided to take his words at face value 


at face value thinking about whether it might, in although my brother told me | was being 
fact, not be quite what it appears naive. 

on the face of it according to the appearance of On the face of it, it's a generous offer. But | 
something feel there might be a trick in it. 

face to face with another person in their You should really discuss this with her face 
presence rather than, say, by phone | to face. 
or letter 

Hair 


Hair in idioms often has associations with being calm and in control. 
If you say to someone Keep your hair on! (informal) you mean Calm down! 


Her boyfriend has disappeared again. She's tearing/pulling her hair out! [getting very anxious 
(usually used with continuous verb forms)] 


My boss didn't turn a hair when | handed in my notice. [showed no reaction at all] 


Neck and chest 


1 arguing in a very angry way 

? tell the truth about what he had done so that 
he did not feel guilty any more 

5 paying close attention to what he is doing in 


an annoying or threatening way 


It's uncomfortable at home at the moment because my two flatmates, 
Tom and Ali, are at each other's throats ! all the time. It started when 
Tom used Ali's computer and managed to destroy some files. Tom 
decided to make a clean breast of it ?. Now Ali won't let him use the 
computer without breathing down his neck ° all the time and he's 
always going on about how stupid Tom was. Tom finds this a real pain 
in the neck * and he wishes he had never got it off his chest 5, but had 
just let Ali think it was a computer virus that had destroyed his files. 
Tom knows he is in the wrong, but he wishes Ali wouldn't keep 
ramming it down his throat ° all the time and would just show his 
annoyance by giving him the cold shoulder ". 


^ really annoying 

5told him what he was feeling guilty about 
5 forcing him to listen to his opinions 

T ignoring him in a deliberate way 


Note how idioms with throat or neck often describe someone behaving in a way that the speaker 
finds aggressive or intrusive. Note also how the idea of a guilty secret being a weight on your 
chest is reflected in two idioms - make a clean breast of and get it off your chest. 
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Exercises 


51.1 Complete each idiom with a word from the box. Use some of the words more than once. 


chest face hair neck shoulder throat(s) 


| haven't been enjoying my job recently. On the „o 1 of it, it's a good job, 
but my colleagues don't Bet on with each other. They are either at each other! 's 


d ..2 or giving each other the cold .. 3 and I don't 

know which is worse. My boss is always breathing down my ... con “and 

ramming his reactionary views down MY ............ 5, | find Hi a terrible pain in the 
$. | had to get my feelings off my coum? and, today, | decided 


to unburden myself to his secretary. Suddenly, | realised that my boss was standing behind 
me. ‘You should have told me this totu he said and, 
without turning a 0, he added "You" re fired!’ | was so angry that | pulled a 
at him and stormed out of the office. 


51.2 Match the beginning of each sentence on the left with its ending on the right. 
You try to keep a straight face 


when you get very upset about something. 


You put a brave face on something when you admit to doing something wrong. 


You are pulling your hair out when you accept it in a straightforward way. 


You make a clean breast of something when you are showing your anger. 


You may make a face when you want to control your laughter. 


You take something at face value when you deliberately ignore them. 


You may be told to keep your hair on when you are not pleased about something. 


0o 400 hU0NM- 
20 ^0000»v 


when you try to hide your disappointment. 


You give someone the cold shoulder 


51.3 Correct the mistakes in these idioms. 


1 Rose’s father didn’t pull a hair when she told him she was going to get married. 

2 | wish my boss would let me get on with my work instead of breathing down the neck. 
3 You should tell him directly how you feel rather than just giving him the cold shoulders. 
4 Nina is very worried about her husband's illness, but she's putting her brave face on it. 
5 Keep your hair up! 

6 If you take what they say with face value, you'll soon get disappointed. 

7 Havingto do homework is such an ache in the neck! 

8 Ihave to tell you a terrible secret. I'll go mad if | don't get it on my chest soon. 


51.4 Which idioms do these pictures make you think of? 


€ A 
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The eyes are the basis of a large number of idioms. Note the idioms and their meanings in these 


— -A eyelid 
eyebrow d N RS n 
D © 


paragraphs. 


~ 


| couldn't believe my eyes! when 
| first saw her. She was so beautiful, 
| just couldn't keep my eyes off? 
hen. | tried to catch her eye? to 
say hello. 


1 couldn't believe what | was seeing 1 observe carefully 

? couldn't stop looking at her ?? extremely short time 

3 get her attention; make her look at me 13 didn’t react at all 

^ keep your attention on 1 made me look 

5 ignore behaviour which you know is wrong 35 made me understand for the first time 

5 aware of all the problems there could be 16 an event or situation that | unexpectedly learnt 
" agree with each other something from 


? surprised/shocked people 

? have a quick look at 

1 beginning to break down and go wrong, probably 
because it is old (to blink means to close and open 
your eyes very quickly) 
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Exercises 


Write a suitable response to each of these remarks with an idiom. Use the keyword 
in brackets. 


1 A: Oh! We're doing 58 and the speed limit is 50. There's a police car there! 

B: Don't worry, if it's just over the limit, they usually .... . (BLIND) 
2 A: There's Petra over there. | wonder if she's seen us? 

B: | don't know. Let's wave and see if we can... .. (CATCH) 
3 A: Are you and Sara not friends any more? 

B: No, not really, we just don't - (SEE) 
4 A: Isthere something wrong with this photocopier? 

B: Yes, it’s been ... for a while now. (BLINK) 
5 A: Wasitan interesting experience ‘working for Social Services? 

B: Yes, | learnt a lot of things. It was a real ........ ee .. (OPEN) 
6 A: Did she react in any way when you told her the awful news? 

B: No, she didn’t .. - (BAT) 


Circle the correct word to complete each sentence. 


1 Ifyou want to be a professional athlete, you have to go into it with your eye / eyes open. 
2 Will you cast your eye / eyes over this report? I have to hand it in tomorrow. 

3 Erik is so crazy about Amina. Look at him! He can't keep his eye / eyes off her! 

4 The events of last night really opened my eye / eyes to just how arrogant he really is. 

5 Icouldn't believe my eye / eyes when | saw what a mess they had made of the room. 


Rewrite the underlined part of each sentence with an eye idiom. 


1 Anaccident can happen so quickly you can't stop it. 

2 His behaviour at the meeting surprised a few people. 

3 You should take into consideration your chances of promotion when taking up a new job. 
4 Avery strange sight forced me to look as | was driving along the motorway yesterday. 


Here are some random examples from a computer database containing lines from real 
conversations. The figures in diamond brackets, e.g. <s1>, <s2>, mean ‘first speaker’, ‘second 
speaker’, etc. How many of the examples use eye as an idiom, and how many use the word 
eye in its literal sense as ‘the organ we see with’? Use a dictionary if necessary. 


go into town and get erm an eye test. <s1> Mm. <s2 > In town. 
you er keep an eye out for tramps, do you then? 
In your mind's eye how are you going to do that? 
<s1> So I'll keep a general eye on it. And er «s3» Yeah 


1 

2 

3 

4 

5 <s1> There's something in my eye. There's that thing floating 

6 difficult to put that to your eye. You also have to have one eye 

7 good offer? <s2> Yeah it caught my eye <s1> Yeah it's 

8 I'm casting my eye over this form and | think 

9 this year. <s4> Just keep an eye out for it. «s4» Yeah. 
10 <s2> You'll have to keep an eye on her. «s1» Yeah. <s2> Oh my 
1l 50 you're about eye level with the monitor. 


12 saw her out of the corner of my eye. <s3> Her lipstick is all over 
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Ear, lips, mouth, nose, teeth, tongue 


Ear 


The association of ear with hearing/listening is prominent in most of these idioms. 


xample 


In my opinion, you should just play it by ear. 


mi 


ning 


respond to the situation as it occurs, don't decide 
what to do beforehand 


Do you play the guitar from music or by ear? 


play without music; just by sensing the right notes 


| couldn't believe my ears when she told me. 


couldn't believe what | was hearing 


Bill never listens when you tell him important 


said when someone doesn't listen or pay attention, or 


things. It just goes in one ear and out the other. forgets things immediately 


Go on! Tell me the gossip. I’m all ears! I'm very keen to hear what you have to tell me. 


Other face idioms: lips, mouth, nose, teeth, tongue 
Some literal associations remain strong in these idioms. But remember, these are only guidelines, 
and some idioms may be less transparent in their meanings. 


Main association: Lips are associated with saying/talking. 

The company pays lip service to the principle of equal rights for women. [says it believes in, but does 
not carry out] 

| promise | won't tell anyone. My lips are sealed. [I shall keep the secret / tell no one] 


Main association: Mouths are associated with speaking or eating. 

I heard about the school by word of mouth. Everyone said it was good. [by being told directly] 

Those cream cakes are really mouth-watering / making my mouth water. Take them away before I 
eat them all! [making me want to eat them] 


Main association: Noses are associated with feelings/reactions and involvement. 

Stop poking/sticking your nose into other people's business! [interfering in] 

You shouldn't turn your nose up at 200 pounds a week. It's better than nothing. [refuse] 

That new secretary gets right up everybody's nose. Someone will have to talk to the boss about it 
before it's too late. [annoys/irritates everyone] 


Main association: Teeth are associated with hard work / determination / struggles. 

He achieved it in the teeth of serious opposition. [despite] 

l escaped disaster by the skin of my teeth. [I only just escaped a disaster] 

We can't change what's happened. We'll just have to grit our teeth and do our best to carry on as 
before. [accept the situation and handle it with determination] 

Joe is lying through his teeth. | never said any such thing! [telling a deliberate lie] 


Main association: Tongues are associated with speaking. 

| was upset by her remarks, but | bit my tongue. [remained silent; didn't react] 

Her name's on the tip of my tongue, but | just can't remember it. [I know it and will be able to 
remember it very soon] 


Where idioms do carry indirect associations with their literal meanings, try to group them in some 


way, e.g. ‘lips and tongue are associated with speaking’, as this may help you to remember them. 
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Exercises 


True or false? Tick (V) the correct box for these statements. True False 


1 Ifsomeone plays a musical instrument by ear, they can read the 
notes directly from a sheet of music. 

2 If your lips are sealed, you refuse to tell other people a secret you know. 

3 Ifyou escaped by the skin of your teeth, you only just escaped and 
came close to disaster. 

4 Ifa person gets up your nose, you are crazy about them and can't stop 
thinking of them. 

5 If you achieve something in the teeth of opposition, you do it in spite of 
that opposition. 

6 If information spreads by word of mouth, it is kept as a secret known 
only to a small number of people. 


Rewrite each underlined idiom with a literal expression that has the same meaning. 


1 She said some very hurtful things to me, but | just bit my tongue, because | didn't want to show 
her | was upset. 

2 Ican't really advise you on how to behave at the interview. Just play it by ear, and I'm sure you'll 
be great. 

3 The government pays lip service to low taxes, but then puts up indirect taxes without people 
realising it. 

4 We offered him a holiday at our house near the beach, but he turned his nose up at it. 

5 He said, ‘Do you want to hear some gossip about Tom and Lily?’ | said, ‘Oh yes! Tell me. I'm 
all ears" 

6 | wish you wouldn't poke your nose into other people's affairs. 

7 Thetable was piled high with mouth-watering desserts. 


Correct the mistakes in these idioms. 


1 There's no point talking to her. Everything just enters one ear and leaves the other. 

2 \just didn't believe in my ear when they told me | had won first prize. 

3 When | knew how bad the situation was, | just ground my teeth and continued fighting. 

4 The name ofthe village where he lives is on the top of my tongue. Give me a few minutes and I'll 
remember it. 

5 What she said is simply not true. She's lying with her tooth. 

6 The sight of all those delicious pizzas is watering my mouth, but I’m on a diet, so | shouldn't really 
have any. 


Here are four more idioms which are not on the page opposite. Using a dictionary if necessary, 
choose the correct answer. 


1 My heart was in my mouth. 
a) | was feeling ill. b) | was feeling anxious/nervous. 
c) | was falling in love. 
2 Could | have a word in your ear? 
a) Could you tell me the facts? b) Could | tell you a secret? 
c) Could | speak to you privately? 
3 These people just live from hand to mouth. 
a) They steal food. b) They just earn enough money to survive. 
c) They eat with their hands. 
4 The boss was foaming at the mouth when it emerged how much money had been lost. 
a) He was feeling sick. b) He was spitting at people. 
c) He was very angry. 
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Ec Feelings 


idiom meaning examp 

open your heart share your deepest feelings Tony opened his heart to me. 

bare your heart/soul share secret (often dramatic) | find it rather painful to bare my 
feelings with someone else heart to anyone else. 

pour your heart out share secret worries with someone | Imelda poured her heart out to me - I 


else 


wished | could help her. 


your heart misses/skips a 
beat 


you suddenly feel so excited or 
frightened that your heart beats 
faster 


When | first saw Pat, my heart missed 
a beat. | knew he would be important 
to me. 


someone's heart is in the 
right place 


someone is good even if they 
sometimes behave the wrong way 


He is a bit rude sometimes, but his 
heart is in the right place. 


have a change of heart 


change your opinion or the way 
you feel 


Ben wants to buy the boat before his 
wife has a change of heart. 


break someone's heart make someone very sad (often It breaks my heart to see the refugees 
someone who loves you) on the news. 
your heart sinks you start to feel sad or worried My heart sank as Bob approached. 


a man/woman after my own 
heart 


someone who you admire because 
they do or believe the same as you 


He loves dogs - he's a man after my 
own heart! 


talk to someone heart-to- 
heart / have a heart-to-heart 


have a serious conversation and 
express your feelings openly 


They had a heart-to-heart and sorted 
out their differences. 


take something to heart 


take something (usually criticism) 
seriously 


Don't take it to heart. He really didn't 
mean to upset you. 


Determination 
lose heart 


to your heart's content 


you enjoy it] 


into something] 


stop believing that you can succeed] 


you do it as much as you want to because 


put your heart and soul into something 
put a great deal of effort and determination 


set your heart on something / have 
your heart set on something 
[be determined to achieve something] 


know something by heart / learn 
something off by heart 
[memorise something so that you can 
recite it perfectly] 


Paul didn't lose heart even though he had failed his driving test six times. 


Jess put her heart and soul into a project aimed at helping blind children. 


Tom set his heart on / had his heart set on emigrating to Australia. 


When you've done your homework, you can play computer games to your heart's content. 
Actors get very good at learning things by heart. 
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54.4 


Exercises 


Match each remark on the left with the person who the remark might be addressed to on 
the right. 


Don't lose heart! 
Dor't take it to heart! 
You're a man after my own heart! 


Someone who has an unrealistic ambition. 


A loved one who is causing you grief. 


Someone who has to give a speech. 


Don't set your heart on it! Someone with the same tastes. 


Learn it by heart! Someone who is feeling discouraged. 


You're breaking my heart! Someone with a secret to share. 


Your heart is in the right place! Someone who is upset after being criticised. 


o 00 U0NM- 
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You can open your heart to me! A kind person who tries to do the right thing 


(but doesn’t always succeed). 


Complete each sentence with an idiom. 


1 My.. . when the handsome man smiled at me. 
2 When we are on on holiday, the children can build sandcastles...... 
while we lie on the beach and read. 

3 Jake used to support the Green Party, but he's 
4 If you ask Rob to help you, I’m sure he'll .... 
finished in no time. 

5 It's nota good idea to - 

secrets to become public knowledge. (Give three answers. s) 
6 Your dissertation is nearly finished, so don't eenennenennnenenn now. 
TI to see my brother making such a fool of himself. 
(Give two answers.) 
8 My... 


and the job will be 


.. to a journalist unless you want your 


when realised pay day was still a week away. 


Rewrite each underlined idiom with a literal expression that means the same. 


Emily (1) had set her heart on getting a promotion. She had been (2) putting her heart and soul 
into her work, but had not yet been offered a better position. So she decided to (3) have a heart- 
to-heart with her boss. Over several cups of coffee she (4) poured her heart out to him, telling. 
him all about her achievements and her ambitions. Her boss listened (5) with a sinking heart. 
When she had finished (6) baring her heart, he said: 'You're a great worker, Emily, and (7) your. 
heart is certainly in the right place. In many ways, (8) you're a woman after my own heart. But 
you do need to improve on your people skills before we can consider promoting you. (9) Don’t. 
lose heart, though. I’m sure you will make it one day. Emily (10) took his words to heart and was 
at first very upset. But then she bought a book called People Skills and How to Get Them and 
decided she'd (11) learn it by heart. 


Answer these questions. 


1 What might a boy who is very good at playing the guitar set his heart on doing? 

2 If you do something to your heart’s content, do you do it very well or do it a lot? 

3 If you say that someone is a woman after your own heart, do you mean that she likes you or that 
sheis like you? 

If you say that someone's heart is in the right place, are you praising them? 

If your heart misses a beat, which of these might you be: sick, excited, afraid, in love? 

Who does a teenage girl often open her heart to? 

Why might a woman have a change of heart about getting married and what would she then do? 
What sort of thing might break a young lover's heart? 


[T 
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END in 


If you have something on the brain (informal), you can't stop 
thinking or talking about one particular thing. 


If you pick someone's brains, you ask for information or advice 
from a person who knows more about something than you do. 


The phrase the brain drain is used to refer to the movement of 
highly skilled and educated people from their own country to 
another one where they are paid more. 


Mind 


iom 


be a load/weight off your 
mind 


feel relieved because a worry is 
removed 


example 


Knowing he was safe was a load off 
my mind. 


have/keep an open mind 


wait until you have all the facts 
before forming an opinion 


The PM is keeping an open mind 
until the report is ready. 


have a mind of its own 


(of a machine) it doesn't work the 
way you want it to 


My word processor seems to have a 
mind of its own. 


make up your mind 


decide 


| made up my mind to leave. My 
mind's made up! I'm leaving. 


put/set someone's mind 
at rest 


help someone to stop worrying 


If it'll put your mind at rest, I'll 
phone home every day. 


atthe back of your mind 


always in your mind although you 
don't spend too much time thinking 
about it 


The thought of having to make a 
decision soon is always at the back 
of my mind. 


in your mind's eye 


in your imagination or memory 


In my mind's eye I can still see the 
house | grew up in. 


Blood and guts 


If a film is said to be full of blood and guts* (informal), it means that it is very violent. 


If something is done in cold blood, or in a cold-blooded way, it is done in a cruelly planned and 
unemotional way. It is strongly associated with the verbs kill and murder. 


If making someone tell or give you something is like getting blood out of a stone, it is very difficult 


to do. 


If you say you have a gut feeling/reaction, you mean that feeling or reaction is instinctive. 


If you slog/sweat/work your guts out (informal), you work extremely hard. 


* Guts is an informal word for intestines. 
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55.1 


55.2 


55.3 


55.4 


Exercises 


Match the beginning of each sentence with its ending. 


1 Getting him to agree to spend money is like a hismindatrest. 
2 He's exhausted because he's been slogging b atthe back of his mind. 
3 I’m sure the doctor will set c pick his brains. 
4 I've got that computer game d inhis mind's eye. 
5 Hecan still see her quite clearly [i e getting blood out of a stone. 
6 Hetries notto think about it, but it's always f cold-blooded. 
7 Ifyou can't do it alone, you could try to g his guts out. 
8 Crimes of passions are less horrific than 
murders which are LJ h onthe brain. 


Complete each of these idioms with brain(s), mind, blood or gut(s). 


1 There was a large . -~ drain from the UK to the US in the second half of the 
20th century. 


2 Knowing that you're going to take responsibility for the job is a major weight off my 


reaction is to trust him. 

This horrible car has a ........ of its own. 

There is too much blood and on TV these days. 
I can’t finish this crossword. Can | pick your ids IMMER 
The man was murdered in cold ...... 
| can see my grandmother's face now in my 


0 - O0 0 i0 


eye. 


Complete each sentence with a suitable idiom. 


1 The government are rather worried about... 
2 ike both the shirts. | can’t 
3 Don'tthink too long about the question. Just tell me ve your .. z 
4 Why do people enjoy films that are full of 
B 
6 
7 


which one to buy. 


Don’t decide until you know all the facts. It’s best to. . until then. 
| know you must be worried, but I’m sure we can 
I’ve had that awful song... 
this morning. 


8 Getting him to tell me anything about his work is like 


ever since hearing it on the radio 


What do you think is the main metaphorical or non-literal meaning of these words as shown by 
the idioms in this unit? 


1 mind 2 blood 3 brain 4 guts 


Look up brain(s), mind, blood and gut(s) in a good dictionary. Can you find any other 


examples of idioms using these words? If so, do they have the same metaphorical meanings as those 
you suggested in exercise 55.4? 
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| sx The body 


be on someone's back 
(informal) 


meaning 


constantly ask someone to do 
something or criticise them in an 
annoying way 


example 


My parents are always on my back 
about doing my homework on time. 


you wouldn't be sorry / 
you'd be pleased/glad/ 
happy to see the back of 
someone/something 


you'd be glad when someone leaves 
or something ends because you 
don't like that person or thing 


I'll be glad to see the back of this 
government, They've been a bit of a 
disappointment. 


could do something with 
one arm/hand tied behind 
your back 


could do something very easily 


The test was easy. | could've done it 
with one hand tied behind my back! 


get/put someone’s back up 


offend someone 


| put her back up when I criticised 
Americans - | didn’t know she came 
from New York. 


stab someone in the back 


do something harmful to a person 
who trusted you 


Although she’s friendly to my face, 
| suspect she'd happily stab me in 
the back. 


do something when/while 
someone's back is turned 


do something while someone can't 
see what you are doing (usually 
something that person would not 
approve of) 


As soon as the teacher's back was 
turned, the children started passing 
notes to each other. 


you scratch my back and I'll 
scratch yours 


if you help me, l'Il help you 


We can help each other - you 
scratch my back and I'll scratch 
yours. 


know a place/person/thing 


like the back of your hand 


know a place/person/thing, 
extremely well 


He's a great guide as he knows the 
town like the back of his hand. 


Position 


In these idioms back has the sense either of being distant or not taking the main route. 


If a plan is on the back burner, it isn't being dealt with now but hasn't been totally forgotten. 


If somewhere is at/in the back of beyond, it means that it is far from any town. 
If you take or an activity takes a back seat, something else becomes more important. 
If you say that something came/fell off the back of a lorry, you think it has been stolen. 


If something comes by/through the back door, it comes in a way that is not honest or official. 


Backward(s) 


| had leant/bent over backwards to please her [tried very hard]. However, she left without a 
backward glance [left with no regrets or sad feelings]. 
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Exercises 


56.1  Answerthese questions. 


1 Ifyour boss is always on your back about tidying your desk, is your desk usually tidy and how does 
your boss feel about this? 

If you put someone's back up, has your relationship with that person improved? 

What sort of thing might children do when the teacher's back is turned? 

If someone says You scratch my back and l'Il scratch yours, what do they want you to do? 

If someone leaves home without a backward glance, are they happy to leave? 

If doing housework takes a back seat while you are revising for your exams, which is more 
important - housework or revision? 


56.2 Complete each of these idioms with one word. 


1 My aunt loves living miles from anywhere, but I'd hate to live in the back of 
2 You must have known that a new TV for that price could only have come off the back 
ofa... ds 
You won't get lost if you keep with Tom. He knows the mountains like the back of 
his... 4 
4 Although my hosts . 
enjoy our holiday. 
5 Iwouldn't trust Mr Girton. He's charming to your face, but he'll ..... 
as soon as he gets the chance. 


Oo Uc BUM 


w 


. over backwards to give us a good time, we didn’t really 


vw You in the back 


6 We'd better put our discussion of plans for the new building on the back = ..and 
get on with trying to deal with the current crisis. 

7 Smiths must have got the contract through the back .... .. - I’m sure at least one 
other company put in a cheaper offer. 

8 Amelia is retiring this week and | certainly shan't be sorry to .. i... the back of her. 


She's always stirring up trouble. 


56.3 Match each question on the left with the most likely response on the right. 


1 Do you know the area well? a Somewhere in the back of beyond. 
2 Wasthe test difficult? b By the back door, I’m sure. 

3 Where is the castle? [] € She'salways on my back about it. 

4 Where did they get the computer? d I'll be glad to see the back of it. 

5 How on earth did she get that position? e Likethe back of my hand. 

6 Do you like this hot weather? L] f It'staking a back seat at the moment. 
7 Does your girlfriend like your motorbike? L] g It fell off the back of a lorry. 

8 How's your Japanese project going? h | could have done it with my hands 


tied behind my back. 


56.4  Rewrite the underlined part of each sentence with an idiom from the left-hand page. 


Matt offended Kelly by telling her she was too young to go out with the others. 
If you do me a favour now, I'll do one for you too. 

Vineeta tried hard to give her grandmother an enjoyable holiday. 

The teacher is always complaining about my handwriting. 

Let's postpone any discussion of the merger until after next week's meeting. 

My dream is to go off to a cottage in the middle of nowhere and work on a novel. 
Joe went off to join the navy without any regrets. 

Quick! We can leave now while Sasha isn't looking. 


WONDHARWNE 
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Idioms with long used frequently in conversation 


Ben: Hi Jill! | haven't seen you for ages. 


Lucy: Yeah, long time no see! [I haven't seen you for a long time] 


Nancy: Hey, what happened to your plan to go on holiday with Ken? 


Rita: Oh, it's a long story. I'll tell you next time | see you. 


Josh: How long do we normally have to wait till 
they give us an answer? 


Ryan: (laughing) How long is a piece of string? [That's an impossible 
It could be three days or three months! question to answer.] 


Nick: Did you write down the names of everyone 
who complained? 


Elsa: Yes, I've got a list as long as your arm! fayen ndis 


indeed] 
Kate: But how did it happen? | don't understand. 
A: What are you doing? 
Laura: Well, to cut a long story short, Peter fell 5 T TIT 
in love with the restaurant owner, married [pony Gl bun PLNS Te 
main points] a long story short. 


her and now he's the manager. 


Compound idioms 


If he 

a story/lecture/speech is long-winded /‘windid/ it's too long and boring 

a task or a process is going to be a long haul /ho:1/ it's not going to be easy and it will take a long time 
someone has a long face they look sad and depressed/gloomy 


Idioms with go/come and long/length 
She always goes to great lengths to make us feel welcome. [makes a very big effort] 
He would go to any lengths to avoid meeting Eva; he hates her. [do anything he could] 


I think Heloise will go a long way; she's very clever and she studies hard. [be very successful; rise to the 
top of her profession] 


Helen and | go back a long way. [have known each other for many years] 


Kyoko has really come a long way since she first started learning English; she's quite fluent now. 
[made great progress] 


Note also: | think we should take a long, hard look at the cost of all this. [consider carefully] 
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57.2 


57.3 


57.4 


Exercises 


Complete each of these idioms. 


1 My parents always go......... 
welcome if | bring them home. 

2 You've come...... 
have been practising hard. 

3 Georgina and | gorsamczzaa tnus 

4 My teacher at school always told me I would go... 
wrong; I'm stuck in a very boring job and don't earn much. 

5 I'd be prepared to go .......... „~ to get that job. I’ve never wanted 
anything so much in all my life. 

6 It's time to take ...... 
spending too much. 


sm to make any new friend of mine feel 


nt. onn since the last time we played tennis. You must 


. l've known her since 2002. 


~, but she was 


„~ at our personal finances. | think we're 


Use the idioms from exercise 57.1 to make sentences of your own, based on these outlines. 


1 Tella young person just leaving high school who has done well in their exams that you think they 

have an excellent career ahead of them. 

Tell someone that you and your best friend have known each other for years and years. 

3 Tell someone that the family you stayed with when you were learning a new language did 
everything possible to make you feel at home. 

4 Tell someone who plays the violin for you that you think they've made great progress since the 
last time you heard them play. 

5 Tell someone that you think you should reconsider very seriously a plan you have made with them 
to start a business together. 

6 Tell someone you would be prepared to do absolutely anything to persuade the owner of a 
beautiful flat to sell it to you. 


M 


Which idioms with long could you use to answer someone who said to you ... ? 

1 Hi! Wow, it's been ages, hasn't it? 

2 How long does it take to get a computer repaired? 

3 Hey, what happened to you and Ruth? | thought you were going to get married. 

4 What happened at the meeting last night? Don't tell me all the details, just the main points. 
What is the opposite of ... ? Use an idiom from the left-hand page in each answer. 


1 a short, interesting lecture 
2 ahappy-looking face 

3 aquick, easy process 

4 ashort list 


Over to 


During the next week, each time the word long comes up in your reading or when you are speaking 


English, note whether it is being used with its ordinary meanings or in an idiom. If any of the 
idioms you hear/read are not in this unit, make a note of them in your vocabulary notebook. 
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E Line as track 


likely to get (used about something good) 5 profession 

? not suitable, that should not have been said 5 be doing something in a way that 
(or sometimes done) will bring good results 

? similar to 7 ofa similar kind (sometimes in a 

* behave in a way that is not what is expected of you similar way) 


Lines as limits 


idiom meaning example 
draw the line think of or treat one thing as At what point does a child stop being 
different from another a minor? You have to draw the line 
somewhere. 
draw the line at something not do something because you I quite like modern fashions, but | 


think it is wrong or too extreme | draw the line at body-piercing! 


draw a line under something decide that something is Let's draw a line under this episode 
finished and you are not going to | and try to make a fresh start. 
think about it again 


there is a fine/thin line two things are very similar, There is a fine line between 
between one thing and although the second thing is bad | determination and pig-headedness. 
another while the first is not 


Ee Lines of writing 


Drop me a line when you have a spare moment. [send me a short letter, postcard or e-mail] 


Reading between the lines, | think he's feeling a little lonely. [I am trying to understand his real feelings 
from what he says] 


Itis foolish to sign on the dotted line until you have checked all the details. [formally agree to 
something by signing a legal document] 


The bottom line is that children must be protected. [the most important fact] 
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Exercises 


58.1 Complete these idioms with prepositions. 


1 I hope PM „n .... line ....... ~. a pay rise this year. 


2 You must read .... the lines of her letter to understand what she's saying. 
3 I'd like to design a house the lines of a place | read about. 
4 I'l help with the play, but | draw the line . . taking a speaking role. 
5 There's a fine line... generosity and extravagance. 
6 It's uncanny how we always seem to be thinking „~ the same lines. 
7 You were quite .... ine. Don't do it again! 
8 When our house purchase is agreed, we'll sign ... T the dotted line. 
9 It’s time to draw a line ... exc CNS sado occurrence and to make a fresh start. 
10 Would you mind having a look at my essay plan and telling me whether you think I’m going 


he right lines or not? 


58.2 Explain the difference in meaning between the sentences in each pair. 


1 A: Lisa drew a line under her relationship with Rob. 
B: Lisa drew the line at a relationship with Rob. 
2 A: David's actions were quite out of line. 
B: David's actions were along the right lines. 
3 A: Rebecca said she'd try to drop me a line. 
B: Rebecca said she'd try to read between the lines. 
4 A: Accountancy is Matt's line of work. 
B: Matt’s in line for the accountancy job at our company. 
58.3 Match each statement on the left with the most likely response on the right. 
1 Drop mea line soon. re a Why ever not? 
2 You're absolutely out of line. b It was great. 
3 l'min line for promotion. c Sodol. 
4 What's Jack's line of work? d I’m sorry. 
5 Shall we draw a line under our past problems? e Of course, | will. 
6 Nick doesn’t dare step out of line. M] f He'sin computer programming. 
7 | draw the line at going on strike. g That's fine by me. 
8 Was my talk along the right lines? h Congratulations. 


58.4 Rewrite the underlined part(s) of each sentence with an idiom from this unit. 


Please write to me as often as you can. 

What's Natasha’s job? 

What Paul did was totally inappropriate. 

My dream is to open a school similar to the one | attended myself as a child. 

Genius is in some ways very close to insanity. 

Dru -———XÀ — aa Where does enough. 


7 Let's now try to [Prose mamin n our previous disagreements. 


8 Marcus should be getting a new company car this year. 
9 We'd like to visit you in Australia, but the key problem is that we just can't afford it. 


[I 


58.5 Write sentences using six of the idioms from this unit about yourself or people that you know. 
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Act, action, activity 


Idioms with act have two main meanings, one connected simply with doing things, the other with 
acting as in a theatre or drama. Idioms with action can refer to what is happening or to whether 
something/someone is working/functioning normally. 


Act 
Here, the second speaker uses an idiom to repeat or sum up what the first speaker says. 


Josh: The boss saw Rory and Emma kissing in the office yesterday. He was furious. 


Jack: Yes, | heard about it. They were caught in the act. Amazing! 


Kim: Lisa should fill out her application for university or she'll be too late. 


Erica: Yes, it's time she got her act together. 


Paul: Keith wants to join us now that we're doing well. 


Oscar: Yes, now that we're successful he wants to get in on the act! 


Edith: Brian is crying and saying he's ill. | don't believe him. 


Georgie: | don't either. | think he's just putting on an act because he doesn't want to work. 


Note these other idioms with act: 
It's always a difficult balancing act to please the younger people and the older ones at the same 
time. [a situation where you try to treat the two groups of people equally] 


A lot of people think the tabloid newspapers should clean up their act and stop destroying famous 
people's lives. [stop doing something a lot of people don't like or agree with] 


Stop behaving like a child! You're over 18 now. Act your age! [don't behave in a childish way] 
Stop acting the fool/goat! This is a serious matter. [playing around / not taking things seriously] 


Action and activity 
Note that it would normally be very unusual to find all these similar idioms together in one text. 


ese Reply Forward 


Normally, the office is a hive of activity’, but the boss has been out of action? for a week, 

so everyone's taking it easy. He'll probably be back in action? next week. He says there are 
opportunities for huge sales on the Internet and that we should get a slice/piece of the 
action‘, But usually he's all talk and no action’, so unless he follows/takes a different course 
of action* from his usual way of doing things, then nothing will happen. 


+ avery busy place (like a beehive) with people ^ take part in something exciting, profit from it 
working hard all the time 5 be someone who promises/says they will do a lot of 
? not been working in the normal way, perhaps exciting things, but doesn't do them 
because he's ill 5 acts in a particular way (rather formal) 


be back at work again 
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Exercises 


59.1  Usean idiom to repeat or sum up what the other person says. 


1 A: James has been off work for a couple of weeks, hasn't he? 


: Yes, he's been ~~ for a while now. 


: Yes, | agree. She should learn to ... 


A: 
B: 
2 A Lucy is so silly. She's 31, but she acts like a teenager sometimes. 
B: 
A 


Eva is always saying what fantastic plans she has to travel round the world, but she never 
actually does it. 
: Yes, she’s 


: Yes, it’s time... H 


B: A 

4 A: Bob should go and get a job. He finished university over a year ago and has never had a job. 
B: : E 
A: 


I think we always have to try to give the kids a lot of fun, but at the same time show their 
parents we're giving them a serious education. 
B: Yes, it's a very delicate . 


59.2 Complete the crossword. 
1 2 3 ] | Across 


1 Time to get your act ... 
4 Don't 
5 Iwantto. 


-on an act! 
in on the act. 


Down 
z = 2 Don’t act like this animal. 
3 Bees are busy there. 


59.3 Rewrite the underlined part of each sentence with an idiom from this unit. 
1 He was stealing a car, and the police caught him just at the moment when he was getting into it. 
2 | was out of the team for three weeks with a knee problem, but now I'm playing again. 
3 | think it’s time we acted in a different way. 
4 The film industry should change its present wrong way of doing things and stop making violent 


films. 


Everyone wants to be part of the exciting situation now that we are making a lot of money. (Give 


two answers.) 
6 Our office is a very busy place these days as we prepare for the launch of our new products. 


wo 


Try to follow a particular theme and learn as many idioms as you can connected with it. For 


instance, act gives us idioms connected with the theatre. Look up other theatre words (stage, 
curtain, scene) and see if you can find any new idioms. 
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Good and bad 


Good and better 


+ do more or do 
something better than it 
has been done before 

? although we did not 
think it was a sensible 
thing to do 
be useful in the future 

* decided not to do what 
she had intended to do 


Our daughter, Tamsin, wanted to be an actress. 

I used to be involved in amateur theatre and | 
think Tamsin wanted to go one better’. Against 
our better judgement”, we agreed that she could 
go to drama school. However, we managed to 
persuade her to do a secretarial course first - she 
agreed that this would always stand her in good 
stead’, After completing the course and rather 

to our relief, she thought better of* a life on 

the stage and decided to go for a job in RERO 


management instead. 


ENED st 
second best not as good as the thing you If you know what kind of job you want, you really 
| really want shouldn't settle for second best. 
get the best of both have the advantages of two Living in France and working in Switzerland gives 
worlds different things at the same them the best of both worlds - Swiss salaries and 
time a French lifestyle. 
for the best unpleasant now but will turn It may well be that the break-up of their 
out well in the future relationship is for the best. 
make the best of a be positive about a situation It was difficult for her to move to such an isolated 
bad job that you do not like but place, but she made the best of a bad job and 
cannot change slowly began to enjoy it. 
be on your best make an effort to behave as Jack hates formal parties, but he has promised to 
behaviour well as possible be on his best behaviour at the reception tonight. 


Bad, worse and worst 


The company has been in a bad way ever since it lost a major order last July. [in a poor condition] 


| The situation at school was dreadful last Christmas when a number of teachers were fired and it has 
gone from bad to worse since then. [got even worse than it was before] 


| was learning the piano, but I’ve given it up as a bad job. I couldn't find time to practise. [stopped 
because | felt it was not worth continuing] 


If the worst comes to the worst, we'll sell the house and move back to my parents. [if the situation 
becomes very difficult or serious] 
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60.1 


60.2 


60.3 


60.4 


Exercises 


Complete each of these idioms with good, bad, better, best, worse or worst. 


1 Learning little Japanese should stand you in stead when you visit Japan. 

2 Chris has been in quite a ..... ~~» Way ever since he had flu in January. 

3 Ididn't want to have a karaoke machine at our party, but, against my 
judgement, ! agreed. 

4 People who live here enjoy the .. of both worlds: the peace of the countryside, 
and fast and frequent rail connections with the city. 

5 Ifthe... „comes to the ...... P 

6 The headmaster warned the children to be on their . 
inspectors were in the school. 

7 When Elliot was made redundant, he decided to make the... M 

job and use his extra time by taking a computer course. 

8 The situation at the scene of the disaster seems to be going from 


we ,We can always walk home. 
- behaviour while the 


ofa 


Put the words in order and make sentences. 


else / to / better / Sarah / has / one / go / everyone / always / than 

to / to / worse / going / be / bad / Conditions / seem / from 

the / tried / to / best / we / was / make / bad / a / job / weather / The / of / bad / but 
it/1/1/the/of / her / better / nearly / thought / told / but / truth 

very / As / he / never / ambitious / second / Mark / settle / is / for / will / best 

gave / Rose / as / job / up / tried / ski / a / it / learn / soon / but / bad / to /to 

worst / ask / If / a / we / worst / always / Dad / comes / the / to / can / loan / for / the 
the / happens / Whatever / for / best / happens 


Oo -o0U045U0NC- 


Look at the pictures and answer the questions. 


1 Isthe boy on his best behaviour? 
2 What might happen if things go from bad to 
worse? 


3 How are the people at number 10 trying to 
go one better than their neighbours? 


4 In what sense is Mike in a bad way? 
5 How might he make the best of a bad job? 


Choose two idioms from each of the three sections on the page opposite. Then write sentences 
about your own personal experiences. 


example: I'm studying English because |m sure it will stand me in good. stead in the future. 
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The ground, meaning the earth under our feet, is associated with a number of idioms which refer 
to positions people occupy in giving arguments and opinions. The ground is also seen as a starting 
point from which plans, actions, etc. can take off, like a plane. 


Attitudes, arguments, positions 

Agreeing / accepting ideas 

We share a lot of common ground, so | think we'll work well together. [things we agree on; similar 
opinions and experience] 

The idea that organic food is better for people as well as the environment is gaining ground. 
[becoming more popular/accepted] 

Disagreeing/opposing 


The Prime Minister's speech has cut the ground from under the feet of the Opposition. [made their 
position weaker by saying something better] 


She was determined to hold/stand her ground and not to be persuaded by the others. [refuse to 
change her opinion/behaviour] 


I think you're on dangerous ground if you try to insist that they change the financial system. [hold a 
view/opinion that will probably offend/upset people] 
Changing your opinion/argument 


For a long time, neither side would give ground, but now it seems they are ready to consider each 
other’s position. [change their opinion or accept the other side’s position] 


It’s very difficult to argue with Rosa; she keeps shifting her ground. [changing her opinion/argument] 


The ground as starting point 


If someone ... this means they ... 


gets a project/idea off the ground (orif | help it start off well/successfully (or it starts well/successfully) 


a project/idea gets off the ground) 


gets in on the ground floor become involved in something right at the beginning (and which 
is often successful later) 


prepares the ground (for some activity) | create a good/suitable situation for something to take place 


Other useful ground idioms 

felt so embarrassed | just wished the ground would swallow me up. [wished | could just disappear] 
Good restaurants are thick/thin on the ground in this town. [there are a lot / very few] 

Living near the airport suits me down to the ground since I travel a lot. [suits me perfectly] 

As a result of the media attention, she has gone to ground. [hidden, not appeared in public] 


This part of town was my old stamping/stomping ground when | was a student here ten years ago. 
[place where | spent a lot of time] 


English Idioms in Use Intermediate 


61.1 


61.2 


61.3 


61.4 


Exercises 


Complete these idioms with prepositions. 


1 The Minister cleverly cut the ground 
~ her opponents’ 


feet by announcing new tax cuts. 

2 He got... 
the ground floor with e-commerce e and became a 
millionaire when it took off. 

3 Good hotels are thin . 
the smaller cities; you have to go to the capital to get 
hotels of international standard. 

4 The project has got ........... ~ the ground 
quicker and more smoothly than we expected. 

5 Part-time work suits me 


the, ground at the T 
moment as l'm trying to study at the same time. "Well | think it suits you down to the ground.’ 


Use the idioms from exercise 61.1 to rewrite these sentences. Make any other necessary 
changes. 


1 lm afraid there aren't many good cafés in the town centre. 

2 Working from home is perfect for me as | can look after our small child at the same time. 

3 If you join our company now, | promise you are coming into it at the beginning of some really 
exciting developments. 

4 Reducingthe price now will enable us to get a big advantage over our competitors, because they 
will not be able to do the same. 

5 It’s a good idea, but | don't know if it will ever become popular. 


Rewrite each sentence with an idiom which means the opposite of the underlined words. 


1 Shelet them persuade her and had a meeting with the boss to tell her everything. 

2 We have no ideas or experiences we can share, so we need to discuss how we can work together. 
3 | think you can quite safely raise the subject of longer holidays at the staff meeting. 

4 There are very few English Language schools in the capital city. 

5 The idea that public transport is better for the environment is becomin is popular. 


Answer these questions. 


1 If a famous person goes to ground, what do they do? 

2 How do you feel if you wish the ground would swallow you up? 

3 If someone refuses to give ground, what do they refuse to do? 

4 Which idiom in this unit means changing your position in an argument? 

5 One idiom in this unit gives you a choice between stamping and stomping. What is it and what 
does it mean? 

6 If you want to sell a new product in a new country and someone has prepared the ground for you, 
what does that mean? 
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Similes and idioms with like and as 


In this unit we look at idioms with as ... as... and like. As... as 


... idioms make an adjective stronger / 


more intense, so as blind as a bat means very blind / with very poor sight indeed. 


As... as... and like idioms involving animals/birds 


Try to memorise the keywords. They may help you to remember the whole idiom more easily. They 
also tell you something about what the animals are associated with in British culture. 


nimal 


bat blind I'm as blind as a bat without my glasses! very blind 
bat hell It must be urgent. She left like a bat out of hell. moving very fast indeed 
bear head He's like a bear with a sore head. very bad-tempered/ 
irritable 
bird free When | set off round the world, | feltas free asa | very free 
bird. 
bull the colour red Telling him not to smoke in here is like a red rag | will make him extremely 
to a bull. angry 
cat bring/dragthings | He arrived looking like something the cat very scruffy/untidy/messy 
into the house brought/ dragged in. 
eel slippery Be careful. He’s as slippery as an eel. changes his attitude/ 
position; constantly 
escapes control 
fish water As the only football enthusiast in the group, I felt | uncomfortable because 
like a fish out of water. you are different from 
other people 
fox sly/cunning I wouldn't trust her. She's as sly/cunning as a very sly/cunning 
fox. 
hawk eyes Janet will see you if you use the computer sees everything; never 
without permission. She has eyes like a hawk. misses anything, 
Ox strong My father was a big man, and as strong as an ox. | very strong 


aaa IB Other common similes 


There were tents as far as the eye could see at the rock festival. [covering the landscape] 
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It’s as plain as the nose on your face that she’s in love with him. [very easy to see] 


Looks are not everything. It doesn't matter if you marry someone who is as ugly as sin as long as you 
love each other. [very ugly indeed] 


Your suitcase is as light as a feather. [very light] Mine's as heavy as lead. [/led/ very heavy] 


Other common like idioms 
I've always tried to avoid exams like the plague. [/plerg/ avoid / have no contact with something 
unpleasant (the plague is a serious disease which kills many people)] 
I'm sorry, | forgot to get your newspaper. | have a memory like a sieve! [/sıv/ a very bad memory 
(a sieve is a kitchen tool with a plastic net which separates liquids from solids)] 
He'll be here like greased lightning if he hears there are free tickets. [very quickly indeed] 
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Exercises 


This list of animals and the adjectives traditionally associated with them in British culture have 
got mixed up. Put the adjectives into the correct boxes and write sentences using the idioms. 


inimal 


1 bat free 

2 Ox L slippery 
3 eel sly 

4 bird blind 

5 fox strong 


Rewrite these sentences with idioms from the page opposite. 


1 I don’t mind carrying this box. It's extremely light. The other one was very very heavy. 

2 Ifl were you, | would avoid that restaurant in every possible way. The food is awful. 

3 Millie never misses anything you do in the office. She sees absolutely everything. 

4 | felt completely out of place with my electric guitar among all those classical musicians. 
5 There are hotels completely covering the landscape all along the coast. 

6 She got up late and came down to breakfast looking scruffy and messy. 


Answer these questions. 


1 Which animal has a sore head? 
2 Which animal doesn't like red things? 
3 Which animal lives in hell? 


Use an idiom from exercise 62.3 to complete each sentence. 


1 He was very bad-tempered, like 
2 Hercomments were like 
3 He ran off like ...... 


Complete each of these idioms. 


1 She drove home like ... lightning the moment she heard Patrick had arrived. 

2 Don'task Robert to post a letter. He has a memory like a . i 

3 Everyone could see what was happening. It was as .... as the nose on your face. 

4 Even if a person is as .. ~- as sin, that doesn't mean that they are not good human 
beings. We should not judge people by their external appearance. 


Use a dictionary of idioms or another good dictionary to find out which as... as... similes are 
associated with these things. 


l apancake 
2 abrush 
3 gold 

4 brass 

5 abone 
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1.1 


1.2 
1.3 


2.1 


2.2 


2.3 


Key 


Unit 1 
1 by hook or by crook 
DON'T KNOW/ 
Yes No CAN'T TELL 
means using illegal methods if necessary [J oO v 
means nothing will stop me v o o 
means | was very determined v Oo o 
2 at loggerheads 
DON'T KNOW/ 
YES NO CAN'T TELL 
means have a good relationship [m] v fe 
means hate each other ü B v 
means disagree very strongly v oO ü 
3 pay through the nose 
DON'T KNOW/ 
YES NO CAN'T TELL 
means suffer in some way o v Uu 
means pay a small sum of money o v g 
means pay a large sum of money v (mj o 


1E 2A 3D 4F 5c 6B 


1 My father put his foot down when | said | wanted a car for my seventeenth birthday. He said | was 
too young. 

2 Her words put the cat among the pigeons; Sam is furious. 

You'll be pleased to hear we arrived safe and sound in Peru. 

4 He was lying through his teeth when he said he had got a first-class grade in his exam; the truth is 
he failed. 


w 


Unit 2 
In CIDI and CALD these idioms are to be found under the following headwords: 
1 pick (both) 

earth (both) 

ground (CIDI); stand (CALD) 

knife (both) 

head (both) 

daylight (both) 


2 

8 

4 

5 

6 

1 back and with a bump can be omitted 
2 either all or the could be omitted 

3 mostcan be omitted 

4 living could be omitted 

1 bill could be replaced by tab 

2 bump could be replaced by bang or jolt 
3 stand could be replaced by hold 

4 sticking could be replaced by putting 

5 banging could be replaced by hitting 

6 scared could be replaced by frightened 
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2.5 


3.1 


3.2 


3.3 


Possible answers: 


1 looka gift horse in the mouth - always used in a negative sentence 
You shouldn't look a gift horse in the mouth! 
2 be banging your head against a brick wall - always used in a continuous form 
Trying to reason with him was like banging my head against a brick wall. 
3 beonthe brink of - always followed by a noun or an -ing form 
Newspaper reports say that the company is on the brink of financial disaster. 
4 tie yourself up in knots - always used reflexively 
She tied herself up in knots trying to explain why she had written to him like that. 
5 beman enough - always followed by an infinitive with to 
Are you man enough to accept the challenge? 


1 informal 2 humorous 3 literary 4 old-fashioned 5 very informal 
6 formal 


Unit 3 
in seventh heaven on cloud nine on top of the world over the moon 
thrilled to bits 


jump for joy 

grin and bear it 

be floating on air 

do something for kicks / get a kick out of something 
sour grapes 

be on top of the world 


The child was thrilled to bits to have her photo in the paper. 

| felt as if | was floating on air as | ran down the hill into his arms. 

Why does Marti look so out of sorts today? 

Don’t make such a fuss. It’s not the end of the world! 

Your telephone call has really made my day! 

Jill said she was on cloud nine and Jack agreed that he was in seventh heaven. 
Why does Mark always have to be such a misery guts? 

Stereotypically, happy footballers say that they are over the moon. 


Good news - if something makes your day, it makes you feel happy. 

No - down in the dumps means miserable. 

Hot-air ballooning - boot cleaning is not something that many people find exciting. 

Unhappy - when you grin and bear it, you try to make the best of a situation that you are not 
happy with. 

News ofthe illness of a close friend. A heavy shower of rain might make you damp (wet), but it 
wouldn't put a damper on the event. 

No one enjoys the company of a misery guts - being with a miserable person can make you feel 
miserable too. 

‘Of course, that model is very unreliable! is the sort of unpleasant remark that someone might 
make out of sour grapes. 

Just as a damper makes a piano quieter, so something that puts a damper on an event quietens it 
down, makes it less fun. 

9 Quitea lot of the images are based on the concept of happiness making you feel as if you are not 
on the ground but up in the air. 
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4.1 


4.2 


4.3 


4.4 


5.1 


5.2 


Unit 4 

These pairs of idioms mean more or less the same thing: 
went off the deep end / did his nut 

gave him an earful / gave him a piece of her mind 

drove him up the wall / sent him round the bend 

put his back up / rubbed him up the wrong way 


1 here 2 terms 3 cat 4 went 5 after 6 out — 7 fit 
8 wits’ 


Yesterday | had terrible toothache. It hurt a lot and | guess that's why I was in a bad temper all day. 
Everything anyone said seemed to put my back up and, in the end, | blew a fuse with the person | 
share my office with. Even when I’m in a good mood, she sends me round the twist with her constant 
chatter and yesterday | had had it up to here with her after only ten minutes. | really gave her an 
earful and the result is that we are no longer on speaking terms. | know I'll have to apologise for 
doing my nut like that, but perhaps I'll wait a while. It’s much easier to work when she isn't talking to 
me! Perhaps | should give her a piece of my mind more often. 


Possible answers: 


The answers to the questions with even numbers here are fairly fixed, but those with odd numbers 
are more open. (The answers given below to the odd-numbered questions are those of one of the 
authors.) Check your answers with your teacher or another good speaker of English if you are not 
sure whether they are correct or not. 


1 People sniffing drives me up the wall. 

2 put/set the cat among the pigeons; ruffle someone's feathers 

3 Yes, a teacher once went off the deep end when someone flew a paper aeroplane in the classroom. 

4 fedupto the back teeth; your blood is up; after your blood; out for blood; get/put someone's back 

up; give someone an earful; give someone a piece of your mind 

A friend recently rubbed me up the wrong way when he told me something | didn't want to hear. 

6 l've had it up to here is usually accompanied by the speaker's hand indicating the top of his/her 
head. 

7 |sometimes give people who make unsolicited phone calls selling things a piece of my mind - yes, 
| know they're only doing their job, but it can be extremely annoying. 

8 blow a fuse 


a 


Unit 5 
1 | don’t have the faintest idea where he is today; you'll have to ask somebody else. 
2 The title of the book has a familiar ring to it, but | don't think I’ve ever read it. 
3 My cousin knows the tax laws inside out, so if you want advice on your tax, he'll help you. 
4 | can’t for the life of me think what it was | came into the kitchen for. 
5 | saw Tom and Lily together in a restaurant looking adoringly into each other's eyes. 
| put two and two together, and decided they must be madly in love. 


I always thought | knew my computer inside out, but the other day it started to crash every time | 
opened a certain program. | could not for the life of me understand why it was doing this, and | 
didn’t have the faintest idea / the foggiest (idea) / a clue about what to do to fix it. 

I rang the helpline which | had used in the past, and after about 20 minutes | spoke to someone who 
said his name was Patrick, and that he was there to help me. He gave me some advice which had a 
familiar ring to it from previous calls | had made to the same helpline. | put two and two together, 
and concluded that they give the same advice to everybody, and that it's just a way of getting rid of 
you. The computer still crashes every time | open the program. 


English Idioms in Use Intermediate 


5.3 


5.4 


6.1 


6.2 


6.3 


6.4 


7.1 


1 No, that name doesn't ring any bells with me. | don't think I’ve met her. 

2 I'm (really) out of touch with TV soap operas these days. | never watch them. 

3 She knows her stuff when it comes to the history of this area. / She knows the history of the area 
inside out. 

1got (hold of) the wrong end of the stick and it caused (a lot of) problems. 

Her name rings a bell. | may have met her. 


| haven't (got) / don’t have a clue how to use the photocopier. Do you think you could help me? 
| haven't (got) / don’t have the faintest idea where | left that letter | brought for you. I'm 

really sorry. 

3 I haven’t (got) / don't have the foggiest (idea) what she's talking about. She's crazy! 


ne uA 


Unit 6 

1 Philip: Yes, | think he's got the message. 

2 Ross: Yes, that should definitely teach her a lesson. 

3 Brad: Yes, they've certainly given us food for thought. 

4 Nick: — Yes, l'm sure the whole thing is a figment of his imagination. 
5 Steve: Yes, it was important to set/put the record straight. 
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1 I want to know where | stand. One day you say you love me, the next day you say I’m just a friend. 
It’s driving me crazy. 

2 He spent £500 of my money. l'Il never lend him my credit card again. I’ve learnt my lesson. 

3 | don’t know all the ins and outs of the situation, but | think one of the directors is going to resign. 
There must be a big problem. 

4 I can understand that she needed help, but what beats me is that she should ask someone as 
stupid as Leon to help her! 


Possible answers: 


Check your answers with your teacher or another good speaker of English if you are not sure whether 

they are correct or not. 

1 | bought a cheap brush to wash the dishes from someone who came to the door selling things. | 
learnt my lesson - it fell to pieces after a week! 

2 | flew with a very bad airline once, just because the ticket was cheap. The flight was delayed and 
very uncomfortable. | decided not to complain and just put it down to experience. 

3 | wanted to be a diplomat when | was about 18. | got some information about the job, then had 
second thoughts when | realised what it involved. 

4 I heard on the grapevine that someone I know has decided to take early retirement from 
his job. 

5 Many years ago | wasn't sure if someone loved me or just wanted me to be a friend, so | asked that 
person directly to tell me where I stood. 


Unit 7 

1 His company has gone from strength to strength in the last six months. He's making a lot of 
money now. 

2 The flood ruined our old kitchen, but it was a blessing in disguise, because the insurance company 
paid for a completely new one. 
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7.2 


7.3 
7.4 


7.5 


8.1 


8.2 


8.3 


8.4 


9.1 


9.2 


9.3 


3 This new model is not the be-all-and-end-all of digital cameras, but it certainly has many technical 
features that others do not have. 

4 Your offer to drive us to the airport makes all the difference to our travel plans. 

5 Your plan to persuade Lela to join the committee worked like magic. 


1 Atfirst we thought the new road would spoil our village, but in fact it was a blessing in disguise 
and the village shops are doing more business. 

2 | sprayed the stain remover onto my jacket and it worked like magic / did the trick. 

3 This is not the be-all-and-end-all of cookery books, but it does have recipes from 100 

different countries. 

The school has gone from strength to strength since the new head teacher took over. 

Getting new curtains has made all the difference to my flat. It feels like a new one. 


b 2c) 328 4t) 


The photocopier has completely given up the ghost. We need a new one. 
| didn't think | had the ghost of a chance of passing the exam, but | did. 
My new motorbike works/goes/runs like a dream; it's fast, but so smooth and quiet. 


You succeed. 

We don't use it with the simple tense forms. So we can say 'She's going places’, ‘| knew she would 
go places’ or 'She'll go places, I’m sure’, but not ‘She goes places’ or ‘She went places’. 

That it most often occurs in the negative, with not. 


NE wne | UA 


w 


nit 8 
d 
a 
b 
f 


Nou 
nom 


U 

1. 

2 

3 

4 

1 Easier said than done. 

2 Try notto spread yourself too thin. 

3 Iwish | hadn't put my foot in it. 

4 Getting older is a fact of life. 

5 The company is in dire straits. 

6 Children are taught the facts of life in primary school. 
1 dig yourself into a hole 

2 beleft holding the baby 

3 astumbling block 

4 clutch at straws 

5 come up against a brick wall 

6 facethe music 

1 


hole — 2 blank 3 thin 4 straits — 5 wall 6 block — 7 barrel 


Unit 9 
e 


h 
b 
a 


onon 
w anan 


loose 4 prayers Sit 6bag 7 light 
fall 


I'd like to try that new bowling alley. Let's give it a whirl this evening. 
I'm finding it quite hard to get to grips with my new role at work. 


1 
2 
3 
4 
1 tunnel 2 wave 
8 
i. 
2 
3 When the business failed, Paul vanished, leaving his partner to pick up the pieces. 
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9.4 


9.5 


10.1 


10.2 
10.3 


10.4 


11.1 


11.2 


4 Some important new evidence has come / has been brought to light in the last few days. 

5 Ihopethat we'll be able to get to the bottom of what's been going on. 

6 New medical research has shed / is shedding light on the causes of heart attacks. 

7 As soon as I met Joshua’s family, everything fell into place. 

8 Inthe investigation into their accounts, a number of errors have been brought / have come 
to light. 


lic 4a 
2d 5 T 
3e 6 b 

1 light at the end of the tunnel 
2 pick up the pieces 

3 wave a magic wand 

Unit 10 


1 Jack: good situation. He has been freed from some unpleasant task or responsibility. 

2 Lily: bad situation. She has had to take the blame instead of other people. 

3 Carmen: bad situation. She has to do what everyone else tells her to do, whenever they 
want it. 

Bea: good situation. She has persuaded someone to let her do what she wants. 


into 2 down 3 at/on 4 unto 5 to 


I think there is a hidden agenda in that letter she sent to the boss. 

| thought | was going to have to represent my class at the staff-student meeting, but I’ve got off 

the hook / they’ve let me off the hook. 

3 She'san awful boss to work for; the secretaries are at her beck and call, eight hours a day, seven 
days a week. 

4 He has been at/on the receiving end of a lot of criticism from the press in recent weeks. 

5 They cause all the trouble, and | always have to carry the can. 

6 | don’t want someone telling me what to do all the time. I'd rather be left to my own devices. 


Ne RP OR 


Possible answers: 


Check your answers with your teacher or another good speaker of English if you are not sure whether 

they are correct or not. 

1 I think there is a hidden agenda in the proposal to reduce the staff in order to make the company 
more efficient. | think they want us to do more work for the same pay. 

2 The Prime Minister's spin doctors immediately tried to make the bad situation sound positive 
when they spoke to reporters. 

3 The school bent the rules and let him join the course even though he was under 18. 

4 In my country we are due to go to the polls next year. | hope we get a new government. 


Unit 11 

1g 6 d 
2i 7h 
3a 8f 
4c 9j 
5b 10 e 


1 the acid test 

2 tying yourself up in knots 

3 the pros and cons of a situation 
4 putting it in a nutshell 

going round in circles 

a vicious circle 
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11.3 


11.4 


12.1 


12.2 


12.3 


12.4 


13.1 


13.2 


1 In some ways it's glamorous being a pop star. But the other side of the coin is that you no longer 
have any privacy. 

2 It'stime these petty criminals were called to account for their irresponsible actions. 

3 | know Bill's a nice friendly person, but, be that as it may, he still has to pull his weight in 
the office. 

4 Onthe one hand, | think Janna might have the best personality for the job, but, on the other, 

Mina has more experience. 

If he's apologised, | think you should give him the benefit of the doubt. 

It would be opening a can of worms to inquire about his finances. 


I tied myself up in knots trying to explain to Karl how | felt about him. 

I'd like you to write an essay on the pros and cons of working abroad. 

To put it in a nutshell, James needs to produce better homework. 

Natasha was prepared to compromise, but Alex wouldn't budge/give an inch. 

You need more money so you work more. You earn more so you spend more. So you need to work 
more. It's a vicious circle. 


DRONE an 


Unit 12 

It’s a small world. 

The more, the merrier. 

It's six of one and half a dozen of the other. 
How time flies! 

No such luck! 

I can take it or leave it. 

Don’t make me laugh! 

No way! 


Get a life! 

You haven't lived! 

It's/That's the story of my life! 
Such is / That's life! 

This is the life! 


It's a lovely present. Thanks a million. 

You won't find it difficult to learn to ski. There's really nothing to it. 

It's neither here nor there which hotel you decide to stay in - they're both excellent. 
Let's have a really big wedding. The more, the merrier. 

You can say that again! | couldn't agree with you more! 

He's travelled a lot. You name it, he's been there. 


1 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
T 
8 
B 
2 
3 
4 
5 
T 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
1 It's six of one and half a dozen of the other. 

2 It'sa small world. 

3 How time flies! 

nit 13 

: Yes, | know. One minute she was angry, the next minute she was all sweetness and light. 
Yes, apparently they're like gold dust. 

Yes, | think he's just asking for trouble / asking for it (asking for it is more informal). 

Yes, it's second to none. 

Yes, she's certainly a hard act to follow. 


mg mmu 


U 
1 
2 
3 
4 
5 
1 


She really gets on my nerves sometimes. 

2 The last President was an out-and-out cruel monster, and the new one is not much better. 
3 I don’t think you should cast aspersions on him. He's not here to defend himself. 

4 The scientists did some ground-breaking research on human genes. 

5 She had already upset me, but to add insult to injury she told me | was ugly. 
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13.3 


13.4 


14.1 


14.2 


14.3 


14.4 


15.1 


15.2 


15.3 


poke fun at 
grate 


They criticised her very strongly, but she gave as good as she got and made them shut up. 
This dining table is just made for this room. The wood matches the doors perfectly. 

Why are you giving me such a hard time? I know | was wrong, but | said I’m sorry. | can't do 
any more. 

4 We stayed at a luxurious five-star hotel. It was out of this world. 


wne NB 


Unit 14 

never do anything by halves 

throw the baby out with the bathwater 
leave a lot to be desired 
get/jump/leap on the bandwagon 

a laughing stock 


The new documentary channel on TV leaves a lot to be desired. 

My brother never does anything by halves; he designed and built his own house, and designed 

most of the furniture too! 

3 He thinks everyone is afraid of him, but in fact he is a laughing stock. 

4 Yes, | think we should change the system, but | think we should not throw the baby out with the 
bathwater. 

5 Five years ago, there were not many companies selling on the Internet, but now everyone has got/ 

jumped/leapt on the bandwagon. 


NE BUND 


1 She pretended to disagree with everyone else in order to make them discuss / think about things 
more deeply. 

2 No, not nice to ride in. Rough and ready does not refer to time, but means of low or poor quality. 

3 He claimed he was a trained electrician, but he was lying. 

4 Probably not, since it is not as good as people say it is. 

5 No. You'd be rather unhappy, since you would be very irritated or exasperated with your friend. 

Y 


That new motorway project has all the makings of a disaster for the environment. It will go 
through the middle of a wildlife area. 

2 Zara made a real exhibition of herself in class the other day. It was so embarrassing! 

3 The Krona Hotelis a bit on the expensive side. Couldn't we stay somewhere cheaper? 

4 This old camera is a dead loss. The batteries run out after about ten photos. 

5 | think Paris has the edge over other European cities as a place for a holiday. 

6 The government has got a lot to answer for with regard to unemployment. 


Unit 15 

Sentences 1, 2, 3 and 6 are basically negative whereas the others are positive. Notice that the context 
of sentence 3 suggests the take less care of your appearance meaning of let yourself go whereas the 
context of sentence 7 suggests the meaning of relax completely. 


1 lid 2 hard/rough/tough 3 insignificance — 4 of — 5 blow — 6 lump 
7 balance 8 dream 


Possible answers: 


Check your answers with your teacher or another good English speaker if you are not sure whether 

they are correct or not. 

1 Yes, | was once left in the lurch when | was preparing food for a big party and all my flatmates went 
out and left me on my own preparing food for fifty people. 

2 A boss once gave me a bit of a rough time when he wanted a lot of work done very quickly. 

3 Ithink nothing of giving a talk in front of a lot of people. 

4 Ithink it is important to make the most of every day you live. 
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5 Writing a thesis was a big problem at the time, but has now paled into insignificance. 
6 Beautiful music or poetry or children's innocence can bring a lump to my throat. 

7 I've had to come to terms with the death of family members. 

8 | would never dream of betraying a friend. 
1 
2 

3 


15.4 is/hangs in the balance 
keep a lid on 


blow out of (all) proportion 


= 
D 
a 


16.1 4c 
5b 
6 d 

There's no accounting for taste(s)! 

You could've fooled me! 

(Yes,) strike while the iron is hot. 

(I suppose George is) the lesser of two evils. 
If all else fails. 


ows 


16.2 


16.3 If | were in your shoes, l'd take the job in New York. 

Asking the Managing Director for his ID was a really stupid mistake to make. I’m sure my 
colleagues will never let me live it down. 

Improving office morale is said to be high on the new boss's agenda. 

We hadn't intended to stay there so long, but one thing led to another. 

Take your chance now. Strike while the iron is hot. 

I can't understand what people see in the exhibition. There's no accounting for tastes. 

If all else fails, | suppose I'll have to go and live somewhere else. 

Given the choice between watching football or golf, | suppose football is the lesser of two evils. 


NE URWNH WNRKE 


WITH HAW 


16.4 Check your answers with your teacher or another good speaker of English if you are not sure whether 
they are correct or not. 
1 If | were in the Prime Minister's shoes, l'd listen to what the people are saying. 
2 Sorting out my study is at the top of my agenda at the moment. 
3 Speaking to his mother like that is just not on, as far as I'm concerned. 
4 I'm determined to visit my nephew in Australia, one way or another. 
5 |think that Sue's furious reaction to my saying she'd put on a bit of weight was over the top. 
6 In my opinion, if you compare smoking a pipe and smoking cigarettes, then smoking a pipe is 
the lesser of two evils. 


Unit 17 
17.1 1g 5h 
2d 6e 
3b Taye 
4f 8a 
17.2 1 When David suggested they should come and stay for a weekend, it set alarm bells ringing 


in my mind. 

The patient's life is hanging by a thread. 

Having to go to work is a necessary evil. 

Why do some people always cut things fine? 

They are on a knife-edge waiting for the results of Brian's medical tests. 

As the building was on fire, he had no choice but to put his life in the firemen's hands and climb. 
out of the window and onto their ladder. 

7 You'll be taking your life in your hands if you make a speech like that to such an audience. 

8 | think it would be more sensible to leave well alone. 


Oo c RON 
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17.3 


17.4 


18.1 


18.2 


18.3 


18.4 


18.5 


19.1 


be/go out on a limb 
be caught napping 
lead someone astray 
have a narrow escape 
set alarm bells ringing 
ona knife-edge 


I suppose that exams are a necessary evil. 

It was such a relief when Ralph arrived back from his Arctic expedition safe and sound. 

You took your life in your hands by agreeing to go up in a helicopter with such an 

inexperienced pilot. 

4 The hurricane seems to be getting a bit too close to our town for comfort. 

5 Ifl were you, | would leave well alone. 

6 Itwas panic stations before the important visitors arrived, but we managed to get everything 
under control in time for their visit. 

7 We caught the train by the skin of our teeth. 

8 | hope the other students won't lead our son astray. 


[m 


4b 
5,46 
6a 


1 I wish you'd pull your finger out and help me move the furniture. 

Sam didn't like the exam, but I thought it was a piece of cake. 

I'm going to get the job somehow, by hook or by crook. 

Hattie could, at a push, take over the project for you. 

The test was as easy as pie. 

Don't worry if you don't win the game — just as long as you give it your all. 
Why don't you have a go at repairing the washing machine yourself? 
Persuading him to do what | wanted was like taking candy from a baby. 
Max will always go out of his way to help others. 

1 had no problems using the public transport system there - it was child's play. (i.e. no article 
used in this idiom) 


SO©BIMHAWN 


m 


1 out 2 through 3 out 4 out 5 of 6 by 7 by 8 from 
9 at 

1 Course, you will. It's as easy as pie. 

2 Let me have a go. 

3 Heis going out of his way to make a good impression on her. 

4 It wasa piece of cake. 


Matt, Sam and Sonya are speaking in a more informal way. 


Unit 19 


1 | wouldn't be seen dead working in a fast food restaurant. All my friends would laugh at me. | just 


couldn't do it. 
2 | feel duty bound to go home and see my parents at least once a month. 
3 I've had enough coffee, thanks, but another one of those lovely cakes wouldn't go amiss. 
4 Ithinkthat laptop he's trying to sell is stolen. If | were you, | wouldn't touch it with 

a barge pole. 


5 It's not worth my while trying the exam again. | failed the first time, and I'll probably fail again. 
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139 


140 


19.2 


19.3 


19.4 


19.5 


20.1 


20.2 


20.3 


[ 
-$ 
m 
x 
Zz 
e 


o 


[7 


e" e 


*s|H|o|Vv 


You're in luck. We have just one room left for tonight. 

If push comes to shove, we'll just have to sell the apartment. 

1 don't want to go with a big group of people. | want to do my own thing. 

| got a bill today for £700 for repairs to my car. I’m telling you, I need a bill for £700 like I need a 
hole in the head right at this moment. 


RWNHE 


1 if need be 

2 take your pick 

3 be dying to is always in the continuous form (so we don't say ‘I always die to meet him) 
4 in keeping with 


Possible answers: 


Check your answers with your teacher or another good speaker of English if you are not sure whether 
they are correct or not. 

1 I'd give anything to meet Bruno Mars. 

2 I'm dying to see my friend from Spain who is coming to stay at my house. 


Unit 20 
1 It'sunlikely he'll manage to climb the mountain without oxygen. 
2 It's neither likely nor unlikely - all that is clear is that Molly herself now has no control over what 
might happen. 
It's extremely likely you'll guess his role correctly. 
It's unlikely that she'll be able to complete her course. 
It's extremely likely, it even seems certain, that Beth will come top. 
It's neither likely nor unlikely that Rob will pass - either result seems to be equally possible. 
It sounds unlikely that the library will have the required book. 
It is extremely likely, the speaker is in fact certain, that the minister will lose his job. 


3 

4 

5 

6 

T 

8 

1 No such luck! 
2 Just my luck! 
3 It’s the luck of the draw. 

4 Don't push your luck! 

5 I'll take pot luck. 

6 You should be so lucky! 

1 They've been married for so long that they take each other for granted. 

2 We've done all we can. Now the results of the election are in the lap of the gods. 
3 Alexis chancing his arm a bit only applying to one university. 

4 No prizes for guessing who got the job in the end! 

5 The cards were stacked against Jake being able to persuade him. 

6 It was touch-and-go who would win the match. 

7 We could all see Helena's collapse coming. 

8 Let's go down to the theatre on the off-chance that we can get some tickets that 
have been returned. 
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20.4 


21.1 


21.2 


21.3 


21.4 


22.1 


22.2 


22.3 


Possible answers: 


Check your answers with your teacher or another good speaker of English if you are not sure whether 
they are correct or not. 

I went to the theatre on the off-chance and managed to get a ticket. 

| knew who would win the prize - it was a foregone conclusion. 

| did as much work as | could for the exam. Now it’s in the lap of the gods. 

I ran all the way to the station, but still missed the train. Just my luck! 

I went to the newsagent's to ask if they still had yesterday's newspapers. No such luck! 

I haven't seen the cinema programme this week, so I'll take pot luck when | go this evening. 


Unit 21 

1 Heisalways the odd one out. If all his friends do one sport, he does a different one. 

2 When he lost all his money, he still tried to keep up appearances even though he could not afford 
his lifestyle. 

3 Sometimes it's better to keep a low profile at work. In that way, nobody asks you to do 
difficult jobs. 

4 She made a name for herself by being the first woman to climb Mount Everest. 

5 He's always putting on airs and graces, but everyone knows he's just an ordinary person with a 
very ordinary background. 


1 Anybody who is anybody will be at the concert on Friday, so don't miss it. 

2 It’s not politically correct to refer to ‘underdeveloped’ countries any more. If you don't want to 
offend people, you should say ‘developing nations’. 

3 He was voted ‘Best up-and-coming actor’ of 2016. 

4 They employed a lot of young people as they felt they needed new blood. 

5 Alot of the people who live in those huge houses near the beach are (rather /a bit / very) 

toffee-nosed. 

My boss is a rough diamond, but he’s a very nice guy in fact. 

She was a pillar of society, but then it turned out she was involved in the illegal drug trade. 


You are rising to better positions; you are becoming very successful. 

They have no home, no money and no job. 

They are rising very rapidly in the industry and probably making a lot of money. 

They think they are better than other people, especially people of a lower social class. 


a pillar of society 
arough diamond 
a high-flyer 


WNE FWNHH NO 


Unit 22 
The speaker has a good relationship with Anna, Ed, the Browns and Noah, but has a bad relationship 
with Rob, Emma, the dog and Jack. 


I would immediately drop any boyfriend that tried to two-time me. 

Ela has taken a shine to her new teacher. 

Please stay in touch with me once you go home. 

Nita's boyfriend promised to make it up to her for forgetting her birthday. 

There's something about him that always rubs me up the wrong way. 

We try to be friendly, but the Smith family prefer to keep themselves to themselves. 
If you want to leave early, you'd better try and stay in the boss’s good books. 

Rana really seems to have it in for me today - | don't know how I’ve upset him. 


b 2a) 3b) 4a) 5b) 


E OINDHAWNHE 
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22.4 


23.1 


23.2 


23.3 


23.4 


Possible answers: 


Check your answers with your teacher or another good speaker of English if you are not sure whether 

they are correct or not. 

1 Traditionally the child will bring an apple for the teacher, but they might try all sorts of other 
things like helping to tidy up, behaving well in the classroom, and so on. 

2 You are confused - although you may not yet realise it. 

3 You might pay for the repair and/or buy them flowers or chocolates, or do something nice 
for them. 

4 You can keep in touch by phone, letter or e-mail. | like e-mail best because it is so quick and easy. 

5 Itrubs me up the wrong way when people say Have a nice day when you know they don't 
particularly mean it. 

6 They should be dropped by both of the people that they were going out with. 

7 You may be alone, but you are not necessarily lonely (i.e. unhappy) - you just prefer to be on 

your own. 

Not necessarily - not in the way that it is if you get on like a house on fire, for example. 


œ 


Unit 23 

1 a small fortune 

2 Big deal! 

3 larger than life 

4 make it big 

1 Mariais miles away. 

2 Chairs are sold in all shapes and sizes. 

3 The new school is a far cry from the old one. 

4 You can see he's in love. It sticks/stands out a mile. 
Or: He's in love. You can see/spot it a mile off. 

1 


She's 40 next week, but she doesn't want to make a big thing of it. She'd prefer just to go out for a 
meal with her husband rather than have a big party with lots of people. 

2 Forany person in a temporary job, the possibility of unemployment looms large, especially in a 
time of economic recession. 

3 Theunions are prepared to discuss the problem, but the employers will not budge an inch. They 
say they have made their final offer, and that's that. 

4 We have a new boss starting next week. He's a bit of an unknown quantity - nobody has met him 
or knows much about him. 

5 |like having friends to stay in my flat, but only for a couple of days. In general, friends are nice in 
small doses; if they stay too long, they always irritate me. 

6 We should think big when we come to plan the new website. There's no point in having one single, 
dull page; we should have lots of links and video clips, and as many colour pictures as possible, 
and sound. 


Meanings and possible sentences: 

the middle ground: something which two people who are arguing or who disagree can agree on 
He is very good at finding the middle ground in meetings when people are disagreeing. 

the middle of nowhere: a place which is remote and isolated, and very far away from cities or big 
towns 

He owns a lovely summer cottage in the middle of nowhere, a perfect escape from the stresses 

of city life. 


be caught in the middle: find yourself trapped between two people who are arguing or disagreeing 
Jim and Mary were having a terrible argument and | was caught in the middle. | felt very embarrassed 
and uncomfortable. 
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24.1 
24.2 


24.3 


24.4 


25.1 


25.2 


25.3 


25.4 


25.5 


26.1 


Unit 24 
on the breadline well-to-do / well-heeled living in the lap of luxury 


Bob (So far Anne's business venture has been costly rather than profitable.) 

Matt (Both cars cost a lot, but Daisy clearly feels that it was not money well spent.) 
George (Ed's daughter is extravagant even though she may have plenty of money.) 
Harry (Dora has lost hope of success.) 


making 2 pick 3 lap 4 fortune 5 money 6 tighten 7 nose 
pay 9 water 10 making 


live in the lap of luxury 
tighten your belt 

pay through the nose 
spend money like water 
a money-spinner 
arip-off 


AORWNH OF BUNLF 


Unit 25 
1 paper 2 mill 3her  4step  5coming 6rut 7go 8 sack 
9 shop 10 head 


1 snowed under with work 

2 beheadhunted 

3 pull out all the stops 

4 be given the sack 

5 inarut/getoutofa rut 

6 (atthe bottom/top of) the career ladder 


le 5g 

2h 6c 

3b Ta 

4f 8d 

1 snowed 2 stops 3cut  4hold 5get 6 climb 7 hands 
8 behind 

Possible answers: 


Check your answers with your teacher or another good speaker of English if you are not sure whether 
they are correct or not. 


There isn't much of a career ladder in my profession. 

Several people got the sack from my workplace last year. 

The staff that are left are now up to their ears in work. 

They certainly have their work cut out for them. 

The shake-up has offered management opportunities for some up-and-coming workers. 
My working day is very rarely run-of-the-mill. 


Unit 26 

Time Place 

by leaps and bounds all over the place 

drag your feet left, right and centre 

fast and furious on the spot (when it means in the same place) 
get a move on the word spread 

step by step 


on the spot (when it means immediately) 
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26.2 


26.3 
26.4 


27.1 


27.2 


27.3 


27.4 


28.1 


onou 
onam 


1h 
ze 
3f 
4a 
1 b) 2c) 3 a) 4 a) 5a) 

1 Yes, because she would be complimenting you on your rapid progress. 

No, because the speaker finds your behaviour seriously worrying. 

To hurry. 

No, it is criminals. 

You may drag your feet when you are tired (in the literal meaning of the phrase) but, as an idiom, 
you drag your feet when you are reluctant to do something. 


6 Thrillers tend to be fast and furious whereas love stories tend to be much more slow-moving. 
7 Yes, because it suggests that it is successful from the very beginning. 
8 
9 


QRWN 


You can keep a diary. 
Very untidy. 
10 Very excited or angry. 


Unit 27 
a slip of the tongue 
taking the mick/mickey 
lost for words 
small talk 
a pack of lies 


1 
2 
3 
4 
5 
1 | didn’t know what to say. | was (completely) lost for words. 
2 Notone word of his story was true. It was (all) a pack of lies. 
3 | didn’t mean to say it; it was a slip of the tongue. 

4 | didn’t men to offend her. | was just taking the mick/mickey. 
5 Itwasn't a very serious conversation, just small talk. 

1 

2 

3 


She's had a big personal problem. We should not make light of it. 
He told me he had studied maths at Harvard, but it (just) didn't ring true. 
She said she was a princess who had lost all her money and position in a revolution. That's a 
likely story! 
4 She has to get up at 5 a.m. and drive 50 miles to work every day. It's no joke / laughing matter. 
5 Isaid | thought she should get herself a boyfriend. It was an off-the-cuff remark. 


!g 
"M "W|O R|D 
l A E 
'C[O| FL |N *A|B/O]U}T 
K T 
H 
Unit 28 
lc 4a 
2d 5b 
3e 
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28.2 


28.3 


28.4 


29.1 


29.2 


29.3 


29.4 


30.1 


30.2 


WNE URWNHH 


1 


Sofia will never take no for an answer. 

Joss always speaks his mind. 

Sara always seems to miss the point (of what we're trying to say to her). 
She repeated word for word everything the teacher said to her. 

I tried to tell her, but it was impossible to get a word in edgeways. 


The future of the project is very uncertain. No one knows if it will continue. 

Probably not. The sentence means it is not in her character / not typical of her to help. 

Small print is usually found at the bottom of contracts, insurance policies, advertisements, etc. 
We can also say fine print. 

Probably not. If you reply ‘That’s a matter of opinion’, you usually do not agree with the other 
person. 

Not necessarily an official language, but a language that people use in everyday business and for 
communication between groups who have different first languages. 


loud — 2tallorder 3 beside 4 matter-of-fact 


Unit 29 


H 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
1 
2 
3 
$ 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
T 
8 
1 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 


It’s the last straw (that breaks the camel's back). 
Birds of a feather (flock together). 

Too many cooks (spoil the broth). 

While the cat's away, (the mice will play). 

There's no point / It's no good crying over spilt milk. 
Don't put all your eggs in one basket. 


Many hands make light work. 
Birds of a feather (flock together). 
Absence makes the heart grow fonder. 


Take care of the pennies/pence and the pounds will take care of themselves. 
The grass is always greener on the other side of the fence. 

All work and no play makes Jack a dull boy. 

People who live in glass houses shouldn't throw stones. 

A bird in the hand is worth two in the bush. 

Birds of a feather flock together. 

While the cat's away, the mice will play. 

It's the last straw that breaks the camel's back. 


Absence makes the heart grow fonder. 

Blood is thicker than water. 

Many hands make light work. 

Actions speak louder than words. 

There's no point / It's no good crying over spilt milk. 
A bird in the hand (is worth two in the bush). 


Unit 30 

1 mind 2 memory 3 mind 4 memory 5 mind 6 mind 

7 mind 8 memory 9 mind 10 memory 

1 Idon'tthink | know him, but his name rings a bell. 

2 Whatis the word for it? | can't remember it. Oh dear, it's on the tip of my tongue. 

3 If try, | should be able to remember the recipe for you. Let me rack my brains. 

4 Try not to interrupt his train of thought. 

5 My son is much more adventurous than | was. At his age the thought of travelling abroad alone 


would never have crossed my mind. 
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30.3 


30.4 


31.1 


31.2 


31.3 


31.4 


32.1 


32.2 


Out of sight, out of mind. 

rack your brains, on the tip of your tongue 

push 

Thinking hard feels like stretching your brain, making it do something that is difficult for it to do. 
leisurely walk 

jump 

carry 

ring a bell 


came/sprang 
went 

slipped 
racked 
came/sprang 
jogged 


AURWNH BIYRDRHAWNHE 


nit 31 
d 
b 
a 


an 
oo 


U 
1 
2 
3 
1 This car really is the shape of things to come. 

2 People have been doing this every spring since the year dot. 

3 Ascientist is on the threshold of discovering a cure for cancer. 
4 I've only been to a couple of lessons. It's early days yet. 

5 Max is spending money like there’s no tomorrow. 

1 

2 

a 

4 


It's only a matter of time before we discover life on other planets. 
Atthe end of the day, you can never trust a politician. 
I never learnt the piano as a child, so I’m making up for lost time by taking lessons. 
In the short term, the economic situation looks good, but in the long term, the outlook 
is not so good. 

5 This bicycle has seen better days. | should really get a new one. 

Could you use this computer for the time being till the new one arrives? 

7 It’s a sign of the times that you can't speak to a real human being when you telephone the bank. 
All you get is an automatic voice. 

8 This milk is out of date. l'll throw it away and open a new carton. 

9 Itcosts a lot of money now, but in the long run it will be a good investment, I'm sure. 


1 in,b) 2 before, b) 3 for, a) 4 of, a) 5 of, b) 


o 


Unit 32 

It runs like clockwork. 

We set off at the crack of dawn. 

We were working against the clock. 

I've had enough. Let's call it a day. 

It happens this way nine times out of ten. 


c 4a 
d 5b 
e 


WN NAWNE 
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32.3 


32.4 


32.5 


33.1 


33.2 


33.3 


33.4 


33.5 


from scratch 

once in a lifetime 
once and for all 

from time to time 
work against the clock 
nine times out of ten 


DaAWNHE 


Possible answers: 


Check your answers with your teacher or another good speaker of English if you are not sure whether 

they are correct or not. 

1 I'd lost the notes for my essay, so | had to start from scratch. 

2 When | was offered the chance to study in the USA, I knew such an opportunity would come along 
only once in a lifetime. 

3 The government should do something to solve the problem of illegal drugs once 
and for all. 

4 see my cousins from time to time, but not regularly. 

5 Rescue teams are working against the clock to search for survivors of the earthquake. 

6 Nine times out of ten if | buy something one day, I'll see the same thing cheaper in another shop 
the very next day. 


B: Well, off and on. (Or, slightly more formally, from time to time.) 

No, | think we should do it now, once and for all. 

: Well, we can try, but nine times out of ten he's too busy to meet anyone. 
B: Well, we'll just have to work against the clock to get it finished by then. 
B: No, I’ve had enough. Let's call it a day. 


[E 
fe: 


nit 33 
f 
h 
a 
e 


[IT 


b 
8 
c 
d 


U 

H 

2 

3 

4 

1 You'll be fine working for someone like that — he's the salt of the earth. 
2 Unfortunately, my advice fell on stony ground. 
3 Unfortunately, her angry words have only added fuel to the fire/flames. 
4 Ithink Rosie must be in hot water - the boss has asked to see her at once. 
5 Noahis really out of his depth in his new job. 

6 Spreading rumours like that is playing with fire. 
7 Pluck a number out of the air and multiply it by 3. 

8 The police were unable to run the escaped convicts to ground. 
n 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
1 
2 


The news of their divorce spread like wildfire. 

I'm between the devil and the deep blue sea. 

There is no smoke without fire. 

Don't say anything in the heat of the moment. 

I hate the way he blows hot and cold. 

I was thrown in at the deep end when I started university. 


play with fire 
pluck a number out of the air 
3 adropin the ocean 


You may give slightly different answers here, but basically earth seems to represent being practical 
and natural, air seems to represent vagueness and uncertainty, water seems to represent difficulty 
and fire seems to represent anger or passion. 
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34.1 
34.2 


34.3 


34.4 


35.1 


35.2 


35.3 


35.4 


36.1 


36.2 


Unit 34 
Bick vgnpoxias An thi 


White-collar workers work in offices and blue-collar workers do physical work, usually in factories. 
You are green with envy. 

You are blue in the face. 

It is / You are in the red. 

You are given the green light. 


1 was absolutely green with envy when she won a trip to Los Angeles. 

I'm 750 pounds in the red, and the bank has asked me to pay it back immediately. 

The blue-collar workers are on strike, but the office staff are still working. 

You can talk to her till you're blue in the face; she won't listen. 

If the city authorities give the green light to the new conservation project, it will begin next year. 


| want to see a contract in black and white, not just an informal agreement. 

| wanted to apply for a visa, but a friend told me there is a lot of / too much red tape, so I've 

decided to forget it. 

3 My new house has a big garden, but | don't have / haven't got green fingers, so I'll probably 
never do any gardening. 

4 She was caught red-handed stealing food from the school kitchen. 

5 He's always introducing red herrings into the discussion. 


Me UBUGNME UBRBUUNG H 


Unit 35 

1 in pocket 

2 roll up your sleeves 

3 take your hat off to someone 

4 have big shoes to fill 

5 wear lots of different hats 

1d 4b 

2f 5 6 

3a 6e 

1 Paul's speech was really long and not very interesting. He really bored the pants off everyone! 
2 The exam is tomorrow? You'd better roll up your sleeves and start studying right now. 

3 Gary promised to pay me back for the hotel room, but he never did. Now I'm £80 out of pocket. 
4 | just hope | can be as good a teacher as Mr Roberts. | have some big shoes to fill. 

5 Julia is training for a marathon at the same time as writing a book. | really take my hat off to her. 
1 Anna told me that she sold our parents’ car for £500, but now | find out that she was paid £700 


and pocketed the difference. Or ... that she pocketed £200. 

Even after paying all of our expenses, we're £75 in pocket. 

My sister thought she had her driving test in the bag, but then she hit another car! 

The charity asked people to dig deep into their pockets to help build a new hospital. 

I called Beth and she came at the drop of a hat. She didn't even ask what the problem was. 


[E 


Unit 36 

1 wide of the mark 

2 take the plunge 

3 lay/put your cards on the table 
4 back to square one 

5 when the chips are down 
6 play ball 

1 

2 

3 

4 


g 


Now 
ova 


f 
e 
iE: 
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36.3 


37.1 


37.2 


37.3 


37.4 


38.1 


38.2 


38.3 
38.4 


Ne 


Let’s ask Pete for advice - he’s usually on the ball. 

The government always tries to pass the buck when there are economic problems, saying the 
previous regime is to blame. 

I'd like you each to tell us why you have decided to do a creative writing course; Marie, would you 
start the ball rolling, please? 


4 Applicants all have to agree to the same conditions for the interview in order to ensure a level 
playing field. 
5 Noone asked him to help - he did it off his own bat. 
6 If you keep your things tidy, the others may follow suit. 
7 Itis still on the cards that I'll get a contract for the job. 
8 He's been very frank and has put his cards on the table; now we'll have to do the same. 
9 Heclaims he can speak fluent Japanese; let's call his bluff and invite him to dinner with our 
Japanese guests. 
10 The manager threw us a curveball when he told us that our budget would be cut next year. 
Unit 37 
a dark horse 
a party animal 
a guinea pig 
a cold fish 


DARWNH DHAWNH DAUAWNHE BUNLG 


get/have/take the bit between your teeth 
make a beeline for 

a lone wolf 

your bark is worse than your bite 

chase your tail 

make a (real) pig of yourself 


Lucy: No, he’s a bit of a lone wolf. 

Chris: Busy! It’s ridiculous! | try to keep up with things, but I’m just chasing my tail. 
Mike: — Yes, he won't give up. He's really got the bit between his teeth. 

Emma: Yes, | made a (real) pig of myself. | feel so full now! 

Eve: Oh, don't worry about him. His bark is worse than his bite. 

Joe: Oh yeah, he always makes a beeline for the prettiest girl in the room. 


Big Joe is quite harmless really, although he looks tough. He wouldn't hurt a fly. 

| already know about Kate getting divorced. A little bird told me. 

I hate making a speech to a big audience. | always get butterflies in my stomach. 

It's a very unusual school. The pupils are given free rein to do just what they like. 

| really got the travel bug after | went on a trekking holiday to Nepal. | can't wait to go away again. 
I'd love to be a fly on the wall when Nick tells the boss he's resigning. 


Unit 38 


PoP WNR URBUNFG- 


There's not (enough) room to swing a cat at my house. 

I'll let you know by snail mail. 

Peter has let the cat out of the bag. 

The economy is going to the dogs. 

The office staff were running round like headless chickens. 


put the cat among the pigeons 
acan of worms 
like water off a duck's back 


b) 2 a) 3c) 
thebag 2 feelers 3 the law of the jungle 
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38.5 


38.6 


39.1 


39.2 


39.3 


39.4 


40.1 


1 take the bull by the horns 
(meaning: act decisively, and face a difficult or challenging situation in a confident way) 
2 kill two birds with one stone 
(meaning: produce two useful results by just doing one action) 
3 atasnail's pace 
(meaning: incredibly slowly) 
4 like a bear with a sore head 
(meaning: someone is behaving in a very bad-tempered or irritable way) 
5 adog's breakfast 
(meaning: a mess; something that has been done very badly) 


| was trying to finish my essay for my English class by the end of the week, but it all seemed to be 
going at a snail's pace and | was not very motivated. So | decided to take the bull by the horns. 

I stayed up until after midnight every day for four days and worked on my essay. | was tired in the 
mornings, and went round like a bear with a sore head all day, but, in the end | managed to kill 
two birds with one stone: | finished the essay and | read a number of important books I should 
have read weeks ago. My last essay was a bit of a dog's breakfast, but I'm hoping this one will get 
a better grade. 


Unit 39 

1 She was looking daggers at me last night. | wonder what I’ve done to upset her? 

2 Her last remark was so hurtful, especially as | was already upset. | think she was just trying to 
twist the knife even further. 

1 really think you should bite the bullet, and go and speak to him. 

She stuck to her guns and didn't sign the contract. So they've changed it. 

You're jumping the gun. Wait till we know whose fault it was before you complain. 

Freddy really puts the knife in sometimes. He is capable of saying such cruel things. 


^ oounatu 


You're fighting a losing battle trying to persuade the teacher to tell you the exam questions before 
the exam takes place. 

When it comes to the crunch, l'Il be there to support you. 

I'm my own worst enemy when it comes to trying to save money. 

You'll be in the firing line in your new job. 

I'd like to have a shot at bungee-jumping one day if | ever get the chance. 

(If | were you, I'd / I think you should) hold fire before you send that letter. 


AURWN 


Taurus: Someone 

you thought was a 
good friend will say 
something very hurtful 
today, and later on will 
make it even worse / 
say something even 
more hurtful. Stay calm 
and don’t lose your 
temper. 
1 b) 


2c) 3a) 


Unit 40 


Gemini: Two people 
you like and respect 
will quarrel today, 
and you'll be caught 
in the middle / 
between the two 

of them. Try to stay 
neutral, or you'll risk 
losing a good friend. 


4c) 


1 It’s the best thing since sliced bread! 

2 It provides the bread and butter. 

3 | was left with a sour taste in my mouth! 
4 

5 


He had egg on his face! 


You can't have your cake and eat it. 
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Capricorn: Someone 
close to you will try 
to tell you what to 

do, but it's time you 
acted independently / 
took control of your 
own life, so don't be 
afraid to make your 
own decisions. 


Virgo: You've always 
thought of yourself as 
a strong, determined 
person, but someone 
discovers a weakness 
of yours / your weak 
point and makes life 
difficult for you. 


40.2 


40.3 


40.4 


41.1 


41.2 


41.3 


41.4 


42.1 


42.2 


bitter 2 whetted 3 fruit 4 flavour 5 date 6 cake 
tooth 8 mouth 


have a sweet tooth 

be the best/greatest thing since sliced bread 
pass / be past your sell-by date 

have egg on your face 

bear fruit 

make your mouth water / whet your appetite 


DarWNe ne 


Possible answers: 


1 Piano teaching is her bread and butter though she still hopes to succeed as an actress. 

2 The smell of fresh strawberries always makes my mouth water. 

3 Taylor Swift seems to be flavour of the month in the pop music world at the moment. 

4 Kate had egg on her face when she failed to recognise the managing director of her company. 
5 Forme e-mailis the best thing since sliced bread. 

6 | hope that all our work on this project will bear fruit. 


Unit 41 

1 Airlines drive me round the bend! You can never get simple information from them when you 
phone them up. 

2 Idon't have any extreme views about anything. I’m quite middle-of-the-road. 

3 I didn’t like her at all, and | hope our paths never cross again, to be honest. 

4 It'sa good idea to change your job every few years. It's very easy to get stuck in a rut if 

you're not careful. 

This video's right up your street/alley. It's all about how violins are made. 


Well, it's been nice talking to you. Maybe our paths will cross again somewhere. 

That TV programme about birds is right up your street/alley. You should watch it. 

Liam is fairly middle-of-the-road when it comes to environmental issues. 

The photocopier drives me round the bend. It always breaks down just when you need it most. 
| gave up my job and went round the world. | felt | had got stuck in a rut. 


False. It means they live in a remote/isolated place. 

True. 

True. 

False. It means something is very difficult and problematic. 

False. It means they are following a wrong or misguided idea or course of action. 


It's time to hit the road. 

The bus is the easiest way to get from A to B round here / in this/my area. 
The Imperial Hotel has (really) gone downhill. Don't go there. 

I think you're on the right track. 

The new rock music festival has really put my/our town on the map. 

I think my country is at a crossroads. 


DAAEWNHE OEWNHH UdAUUNI UW 


Unit 42 
ic 

a% 

3g 
4 
t 
2 


Now 
ova 


b 


A decisive person will come down on one side or the other. 

The student wants to work there in the future, and perhaps would like a full-time job in that 
company after graduating. 

People often burn the candle at both ends before an exam when they are studying hard. 


w 
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42.3 


42.4 


42.5 


43.1 
43.2 


43.3 


43.4 


4 You're more likely to say that something important, something which has significant 
consequences, is brought home to you. 

5 Probably pleased because imitation is said to be ‘the sincerest form of flattery’ - though in some 
circumstances people can be annoyed by being copied. 
You are being honest because you are keeping them informed. 
You feel irritable all day. 
They are in an angry mood. 


6 

i 

8 

1 get/ put me in the picture 
2 make yourself at home 
3 fly off the handle 
4 as safe as houses 
1 


It will take some time before the impact of the new legislation comes home to / is brought home 
to the person in the street, 

2 Sophie will make herself ill if she goes on burning the candle at both ends. 

3 Before you take over the project, I'll put you (fully) in the picture. 

4 The police think that DNA testing will hold the key to proving who the murderer must have been. 

5 Jim got out of bed on the wrong side this morning. 

6 The government can't sit on the fence for ever. 

7 Rob flies off the handle / hits the roof/ceiling at the slightest provocation these days. 

8 If you want to get fit, why don't you take a leaf out of Katie's book and join a gym? 


Possible sentences: 


Check your answers with your teacher or another good speaker of English if you are not sure whether 
they are correct or not. 


What's the matter with Melanie? She seems to have got out of bed on the wrong side. 
Please make yourself at home while | go and get ready. 

My sister’s burning the candle at both ends at the moment - she's got exams soon. 

| wasn't at work last week. Can you put me in the picture, please? 

| love being at my brother's. | really feel at home there. 

Why don't you take a leaf out of Sandra's book and get a weekend job? 


Unit 43 

1 came 2 on 3 hit 4 find 5 kept 

1d 4f 

2/8 5b 

3a 6c 

1 You could feel a sense of fear in the air when the planes came overhead. 

2 Itreally is a breath of fresh air for us that the company has decided to move to London. We are 


all bored with working in a small town. 

3 Sara came (back) down to earth with a bang when the bank manager told her she had spent all 
her money. 

4 Things are up in the air at the moment. I'll let you know when a decision is made. 


Possible answers: 


Check your answers with your teacher or another good speaker of English if you are not sure whether 

they are correct or not. 

1 Myfather was a very down-to-earth person. He always had a practical solution to problems. 
Sometimes I think our political leaders are living on another planet! They really do not know how 
ordinary people live, and what their day-to-day problems are. 

2 | felt over the moon when | heard that one of my books was a best-seller. 

3 An old friend | had not seen for 15 years was on a cycling holiday and she passed through the 
village where | live, and called in to say hello without any warning. 

4 I'm in my element when I'm playing music on my guitar or on my fiddle (violin) with friends. 
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43.5 


44.2 
44.3 


45.1 
45.2 


45.3 


45.4 


45.5 


cO mU UNI WNENE O-00d4UN- 


e wne wne OHARWNHE HE] 


1 Ifyou are shaking like a leaf, it means you are trembling because you are afraid or nervous. 
(Leaves often tremble in the breeze or wind.) 
2 Islept like a log means slept very well/deeply. (A log is a very solid, heavy piece of wood.) 


3 Ifyou go with the flow, you let events carry you along, without making any decisions yourself. 


(The flow here suggests a river flowing along and carrying things with it.) 


4 If it goes against the grain for you to say or do something, it means it is not in your character, or 


itis against your basic beliefs and principles to say/do it. (The grain means the natural lines you 
see in wood. If you want to cut wood with a saw, it is more difficult to cut it against the grain than 
along the grain.) 


Unit 44 

It could be both, but the phrase is more likely to be used idiomatically meaning an opportunity. 
Probably happy because it was easy. 

Yes, you are, because you won't be able to go back to how things were. 

Cheer them up because they are miserable. 

If you're overworked. 

To show you the ropes. 

They'll probably be annoyed with you — unless they also want change. 

Helping them. 


same 2 plain 3 decks 4 sailing 5 push 6 doldrums 
oar 8 clear 


d 4e 
a 5b 
f 6c 


Leave things as they are - it’s better not to put/stick your oar in / rock the boat. 

Everything must seem strange at first, but you'll soon learn the ropes. 

Finish your course before you go travelling - there's no point in burning your boats/bridges. 
Parents usually try to steer a middle course between leniency and strictness. 

Sara's very miserable - do you know why she's in the doldrums? 

The new boy is bound to be feeling (all) at sea on his first day at school - perhaps you can help. 
Things are not working out - let's change tack / try a different tack. 

| hate job interviews - I’m always a quivering/nervous wreck before them. 


t45 
2A 3C 4B 


Yes, it really put/threw a spanner in the works. 

Yes, he seems to be back-pedalling. 

Yes, he absolutely blew a fuse/gasket. 

Yes, everything seems to be just quietly ticking over. 
Yes, I think we got our wires/lines crossed. 

Yes, it's probably a good idea to give her a buzz. 


pppgpp oZ 


inthe pipeline 
get into gear 
a back-seat driver 


It took us a long time to get into gear. 
Mark is a back-seat driver. 
There are plans in the pipeline for a new railway. 


on 2 off 3 in 4 over 5 on 
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46.1 


46.2 


46.3 


46.4 


47.1 


47.2 


47.3 


NE UNI 


Unit 46 

be music to my ears 

make a song and dance about something 
the curtain has fallen on 

be in the spotlight 

sound like a broken record 


The bedroom looks a bit dull; maybe we could jazz it up with some colourful wallpaper. 

Katy didn’t want to work at the market at first, but she soon changed her tune when she realised 
there would be free food. 

The ideas are good, but you may need to spend a little bit more time fine-tuning all the details. 
The news that the government had decided to lower property taxes was music to my ears. 


[4 4a 


e 6 d 


My daughter started crying on the bus. She really made a spectacle of herself. 

After the latest scandal, the new Prime Minister is constantly in the spotlight. 

After the curtain fell / had fallen on her successful film career, she decided to start teaching 
drama at university. 


3 
4 
1 
2 f 5b 
3 
1 
2 
3 


4 We hope that this new timetable will set the stage for a positive start to the school year! 


Unit 47 
1 hands 2 thumbs 3 hand 4 finger 5 hand 6 thumb 7 fingers 
8 fingers 9 finger 10 hands 


1 | think it would be good if you got some first-hand experience of working in a poor country before 
working for an aid organisation at home. 
2 Jake has washed his hands (completely) of the club committee. He was so disgusted that he just 
quit, and never wants to see any of them again. 
3 That new power station on the coast sticks/stands out like a sore thumb! You'd think they would 
have built it to blend in with the landscape. | 
4 Have you ever tried your hand at water-skiing? My sister's got a boat if you would like to try. | 
5 lalways have to have the cookbook to hand when I'm trying out a new recipe. 
6 I’m too busy to play football every week now, but | really should play occasionally, just to keep my 
hand in. 
7 She got her fingers (badly) burnt on the stock exchange. She bought shares in an Internet 
company that went bankrupt. 


1 Do you think you could give me a hand this weekend? | have to move some furniture to our 
summer cottage. 

2 If you're the sort of person who is prepared to turn your hand to anything, you'll be able to earn a 
lot of money; people are always looking for willing workers. 

3 | was very pleased when they told me my project had been given the thumbs up. 

4 | decided to wash my hands of the whole idea and to have no involvement whatsoever in it. 

5 Ifyou want to make a good impression at a business meeting, it is a good idea to have all the facts 
and figures at your fingertips. 

6 To build a horrible concrete bridge over such a beautiful river is terrible. It stands out like a sore thumb! 


Over to you 

We said at the beginning of the unit that hands in idioms often refer to ownership, control, acting and 
exercising skills. Idioms which follow those ideas include have something to hand (have it near you, 
immediately available), be a dab hand at something (be very good / very skilful at something). 
Fingers seem to touch things. Thumbs seem to be something noticeable, visible, as a signal of 
something, e.g. thumb a lift meaning to hitch-hike. But remember, these are just general guidelines to 
meaning, and individual idioms may suggest a different kind of meaning, e.g. be under someone's 
thumb meaning to be controlled by them. 
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48.1 


48.2 


48.3 


48.4 


48.5 


49.1 


49.2 


oono 
> Ow 


Possible answers: 


Check your answers with your teacher or another good speaker of English if you are not sure whether 

they are correct or not. 

1 lusually get itchy feet when the summer holidays start, and long to go away and travel. 

2 Ittook me a few weeks to find my feet in my new job. 

3 The dog is always under my feet when I’m getting ready for work. 

4 I landed on my feet when | met my friend Pat and he offered me a room in his house. It had been 
so difficult to find accommodation. 

5 | got off on the wrong foot with my teacher and we've never liked each other since the first day. 

6 | was rushed off my feet last week, but fortunately things are a bit quieter this week. 

7 loften get cold feet after I’ve made a big decision. 

8 I had to learn to stand on my own two feet when | left home and went to university. 

9 If I became very rich and famous, | hope I'd always be able to keep both feet on the ground. 


1 | said | would join Tom on the protest march, but then got cold feet and didn't go at all. 

2 She was rushed off her feet in the shop last month, but she's pleased that the business 
is doing well. 

3 He'll have to learn to stand on his own two feet now that he's at college and not living at home 
any more. 

4 Rosie and | got off on the wrong foot when she first joined the company, but now we're working 

very well together. 

I’ve got itchy feet these days. I’d love to go off on a backpacking holiday somewhere. 


put your foot in it 
follow in someone’s footsteps 
keep someone on their toes 


True. 

True. 

False. They keep you busy / working with all your energy. 

False. You follow the same course of action as them, for example, you take up the same profession 
as your mother/father. 

True. 


PWN wne U 


a 


Unit 49 
A bone of ...... contention 


Ihave a bone ...t2. Pick with 


I can feel ù iy, bones. 


1 | have a bone to pick with you. 

2 This book will give you the bare bones, but it doesn't go into great detail. 

3 | don’t think we should allow the cost to become a bone of contention (between us). 
4 There's going to be trouble at work. | can feel it in my bones. 
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49.3 
49.4 


49.5 


50.1 


50.2 


50.3 


50.4 


ihe) 2 b) 3 b) 4a) 5c) 6 c) 
Possible answers: 


I think you should keep Harry at arm's length, as he can be a very difficult person. 
| had to admit | was wrong. | didn't really have a leg to stand on, so it was pointless trying to 
defend my actions. 


1 leg: the idiom means that something is very expensive 
2 chance: if you chance your arm, you take a risk in order to get something you want 


Unit 50 

1 | can’t understand/accept how much she's changed since she met Joel. 

2 Maria will never attract admiring gazes in the way that her older sister does. 

3 You'll find it extremely funny when you see Bill wearing a dinner jacket. 

4 Mike hadn't had time to prepare a speech, but he spoke very well without having made any 
preparations. 

5 IfI were you, I'd keep a low profile / be as inconspicuous as possible until the situation 
improves. 

6 Sam wants to use your saw to build a treehouse - you'd better put a stop to that plan. 

7 My boss reacted very angrily just because | asked for an extra day off. 

8 It was the first time that Joanna had talked about wanting to work abroad and her father blamed 
her new boyfriend for giving her ideas. 


1 Amy screamed her head off when she saw a rat under the table. 

2 When the pilot announced that the plane was having engine problems, all the passengers 
behaved calmly and no one lost their head. 

3 I'm trying to get him to give up smoking, but | am / have been banging my head against 
a brick wall. 

4 You'll easily pass your driving test as long as you keep your head. 

5 |wish he wouldn't snap my head off when | ask him about his work. 

6 Jackand Lucy have not been getting on well for some time now, but Jack's rudeness to her last 
night brought things to a head and they had a blazing row. 
The disagreement over pay came to a head at a meeting yesterday. 


T 
1 bite someone's head off 

2 keep your head down 

3 keep your head above water 

4 be banging your head against a brick wall 
5 turn heads 


Possible answers: 


Check your answers with your teacher or another good speaker of English if you are not sure whether 

they are correct or not. 

1 |had my head bitten off by an ex-boss once. It wasn't, | think, because of anything serious that | 
had done, but was simply because he was having some problems at home at the time. 

2 I'd find it hard to keep my head if | was in an emergency situation in an aeroplane. 

3 Perhaps the last time | laughed my head off was watching the comedy TV quiz show Have I got 
news for you. 

4 Someone tall, dark and handsome might turn my head in the street or someone wearing very 
striking clothes. 

5 Various writers, political figures and pop stars have all, at different times, been criticised for 
putting ideas into young people's heads. 

6 It would depend what its expectations were. It might be pleased that it was not making a loss; on 
the other hand, it might not be pleased that it was not making a significant profit. 
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51.1 


51.2 


51.3 


51.4 


52.1 


52.2 
52.3 


52.4 


53.1 


Unit 51 
1 face 2 throat(s) 3 shoulder 4 neck 5 throat 6 neck 7 chest 
face 9 face 10 hair 11 face 


ose so 


Rose’s father didn’t turn a hair when she told him she was going to get married. 

I wish my boss would let me get on with my work instead of breathing down my neck. 
You should tell him directly how you feel rather than just giving him the cold shoulder. 
Nina is very worried about her husband's illness, but she's putting a brave face on it. 
Keep your hair on! 

If you take what they say at face value, you'll soon get disappointed. 

Having to do homework is such a pain in the neck! 

I have to tell you a terrible secret. l'Il go mad if | don't get it off my chest soon. 


get it off your chest 

ram something down someone's throat 
put a brave face on something 
tear/pull your hair out 

breathe down someone's neck 

give someone the cold shoulder 


DAARWNH O-OUd4UNMP BRUN © 


it 52 

: Don't worry, if it's just over the limit, they usually turn a blind eye. 
: | don't know. Let's wave and see if we can catch her eye. 

: No, not really, we just don't see eye to eye. 

: Yes, it's been on the blink for a while now. 

: Yes, | learnt a lot of things. It was a real eye-opener. 

: No, she didn't bat an eyelid. 


3 


pomomomogo 


eyes 2 eye 3 eyes 4 eyes 5 eyes 


An accident can happen in the blink of an eye. 

His behaviour at the meeting raised a few eyebrows. 

You should always have/keep one eye on your chances of promotion when you take 
up a new job. 

4 Avery strange sight caught my eye as | was driving along the motorway yesterday. 


wne BF OHAWNHEE 


Lines 1, 5, 6 and 11 use the word eye in its literal sense, meaning ‘the organ we see with’. The rest of 
the lines use eye in idioms, many of which are on the left-hand page. But note the following: 


keep an eye out for (lines 2 and 9): be careful and watch for something/someone 

in your mind’s eye (line 3): in your imagination 

see someone (or something) out of the corner of your eye (line 12): see them without looking 
straight in their direction 

If you do not know this last group of idioms, make a note of them in your vocabulary notebook. 


Unit 53 

False. It means they can play without music. 

True. 

True. 

False. It means they annoy or irritate you. 

True. 

False. It means people tell one another. The idiom is often used to contrast with reading about 
something or seeing an advertisement for something. 


AuRWNnE 
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53.2 


53.3 


53.4 


54.1 


54.2 


54.3 


54.4 


1 She said some very hurtful things to me, but | just did not respond/react, because I didn't want to 
show her | was upset. 

2 | can’t really advise you on how to behave at the interview. Just respond to the situation / act 
according to your intuition, and I'm sure you'll be great. 

3 The government says/claims it believes in low taxes, but then puts up indirect taxes without 
people realising it. 

4 We offered him a holiday at our house near the beach, but he refused/rejected it. 

5 He said, ‘Do you want to hear some gossip about Tom and Lily?’ | said, ‘Oh yes! Tell me. I’m very 

eager/keen to hear. 

1 wish you wouldn't interfere in other people's affairs. 

The table was piled high with delicious-looking desserts. 


There's no point talking to her. Everything just goes in one ear and out the other. 

| just couldn't believe my ears when they told me | had won first prize. 

When | knew how bad the situation was | just gritted my teeth and decided to continue fighting. 
The name of the village where he lives is on the tip of my tongue. Give me a few minutes and I'll 
remember it. 

5 What she said is simply not true. She's lying through her teeth. 

6 The sight of all those delicious pizzas is making my mouth water, but I'm on a diet, so | shouldn't 
really have any. 


1 b) 2c 3 b) 4c) 


awne NO 


Unit 54 

le 5 c 

2g 6b 

3d T UN 

4a 8f 

1 My heart missed/skipped a beat when the handsome man smiled at me. 

2 When we are on holiday, the children can build sandcastles to their hearts’ content while we lie 


on the beach and read. 

3 Jake used to support the Green Party, but he's had a change of heart. 

If you ask Rob to help you, I’m sure he'll put his heart and soul into it and the job will be finished 

in no time. 

5 It's nota good idea to bare your heart/soul / pour your heart out / open your heart to a 
journalist unless you want your secrets to become public knowledge. 

6 Your dissertation is nearly finished, so don't lose heart now. 

It breaks my heart / makes my heart sink to see my brother making such a fool of himself. 

My heart sank when | realised pay day was still a week away. 


ES 


on 


1 was determined to get 
2 working with great energy and enthusiasm 
3 have a frank interview 
4 told him exactly how she felt 
5 with increasing discomfort 
6 telling him all her secret hopes 
7 you certainly have very good intentions 
8 weare similar people 
9 Don’t despair 
10 took what he said very seriously 
11 memorise it 


1 Hemight set his heart on setting up his own guitar group, seeing a famous guitarist in concert, etc. 

2 You do it a lot. 

3 Sheis like you. 

4 You are praising them a little, although you are also implying that you think their behaviour is not 
totally appropriate. 


English Idioms in Use Intermediate 


55.1 


55.2 


55.3 


55.4 


56.1 


56.2 


56.3 


56.4 


5 If your heart misses a beat, you might be all of these except sick. 

6 She opens her heart to her best friend, her diary, etc. 

7 She might have fallen in love with someone else and she might then cancel the wedding. 
8 The break-up of a relationship might break a young lover's heart. 


nit 55 
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2 

3 

4 

1 brain 2 mind 3 gut 4 mind 5 guts 6 brains 7 blood 

8 mind 

1 The government are rather worried about the brain drain. 

2 I like both shirts. | can't make up my mind which one to buy. 

3 Don’t think too long about the question. Just tell me your gut feeling/reaction. 

4 Why do people enjoy films that are full of blood and guts? 

5 Don't decide until you know all the facts. It's best to have/keep an open mind until then. 
6 | know you must be worried, but I’m sure we can put/set your mind at rest. 

7 I’ve had that awful song on the brain ever since hearing it on the radio this morning. 
8 Getting him to tell me anything about his work is like getting blood out of a stone. 


These seem to be the basic meanings of these parts of the body in idioms - although some of the 
idioms have moved quite a long way from these concepts and indeed blood in particular may have 
several different sets of associations for the English speaker. 

mind - thinking 

blood - emotion (though is also used in idioms with the physical meaning of blood) 

brain - intelligence 

guts - intestines or your insides 


Unit 56 

1 It almost certainly isn’t tidy and your boss doesn’t like this because he/she is always nagging you 
to tidy it up. 

No, it's got worse because you've offended that person. 

They do naughty things that they don’t want the teacher to see. 

They want you to do them a favour of some kind. 

Yes, they are. 

Revision is more important. 


beyond 2 lorry 3 hand 4 leant/leaned/bent 5 stab 6 burner 
door 8 see 


oso 
onou 
moat 


8 


Matt put/got Kelly’s back up by telling her she was too young to go out with the others. 
You scratch my back and I'll scratch yours. 

Vineeta leant/bent over backwards to give her grandmother an enjoyable holiday. 

The teacher is always on my back about my handwriting. 

Let's put any discussion of the merger on the back burner until after next week's meeting. 
My dream is to go off to a cottage in the back of beyond and work on a novel. 

Joe went off to join the navy without a backward glance. 

Quick! We can leave now while Sasha's back is turned. 
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57.1 


57.2 


57.3 


57.4 


58.1 


58.2 


58.3 


Unit 57 

1 My parents always go to great lengths to make any new friend of mine feel welcome if | bring 
them home. 

2 You've come a long way since the last time we played tennis. You must have been practising hard. 

3 Georgina and | go back a long way. I’ve known her since 2002. 

4 My teacher at school always told me | would go a long way, but she was wrong; I'm stuck in a very 
boring job and don't earn much. 

5 I'd be prepared to go to any lengths to get that job. I've never wanted anything so much in 
all my life. 

6 It’s time to take a long, hard look at our personal finances. | think we're spending too much. 


Possible answers: 


1 (You've done very well.) | think you'll go a long way. 
2 My best friend (name) and | go back a long way. 
3 The family | stayed with when I was learning (name of language) went to great lengths to make me 
feel at home. 
You've come a long way since the last time | heard you play. 
| think we should take a long, hard look at our plan to start a business. 
I'd go to any lengths to persuade the owner to sell me that beautiful flat. 


How long is a piece of string? 

It's a long story. 

All right, to cut a long story short, none of the members agreed with any of the committee's 
proposals. 


4 
5 
6 
1 Yes, long time no see. 
2 
3 
4 


1 along-winded lecture 
2 along face 
3 alonghaul 
4 alist as long as your arm 
Unit 58 
1 | hope I'm in line for a pay rise this year. 
2 You must read between the lines of her letter to understand what she’s saying. 
3 I'd like to design a house along/on the lines of a place | read about. 
4 I'll help with the play, but | draw the line at taking a speaking role. 
5 There’s a fine line between generosity and extravagance. 
6 It’s uncanny how we always seem to be thinking along/on the same lines. 
7 You were quite out of line. Don’t do it again! 
8 When our house purchase is agreed, we'll sign on the dotted line. 


9 It's time to draw a line under this sad occurrence and to make a fresh start. 
10 Would you mind having a look at my essay plan and telling me whether you think I’m going 
along/on the right lines or not? 


an 


: Lisa considered that her previous relationship with Rob was now totally over. 

: Lisa would not consider starting a relationship with Rob. 

: David's actions were quite inappropriate. 

: David's actions were appropriate. 

: Rebecca said she'd try to write to me. 

: Rebecca said she'd try to think more deeply about what was meant by the words that had 
been written. 

¿ Accountancy is Matt's profession. 

: Mattis likely to get the accountancy job at our company. 
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58.4 


58.5 


59.1 


59.2 


59.3 


60.1 


60.2 
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a 8b 


Please drop me a line as often as you can. 

What's Natasha's line of work? 

What Paul did was totally out of line. 

My dream is to open a school along the lines of the one | attended myself as a child. 

(In some ways) there is a very fine/thin line between genius and insanity. 

There's a fine/thin line between doing enough exercise and doing too much. Where would 
you draw the line? 

7 Let's now try to draw a line under our previous disagreements. 

8 Marcus is in line for a new company car this year. 

9 We'd like to visit you in Australia, but the bottom line is that we just can't afford it. 


DURWnHe ow 


Possible sentences: 


Check your answers with your teacher or another good speaker of English if you are not sure whether 
they are correct or not. 

My colleague isn't speaking to me - I think | said something out of line. 

| asked Isobel to drop me a line while she was away. 

The bottom line is that we must get rid of hooliganism from football. 

| work for an insurance company. What's your line of work? 

Reading between the lines, | think my mum's pleased my brother has left home. 

I read through the document before | signed on the dotted line. 


Unit 59 
1 B:Yes, he's been out of action for a while now. 
2 B: Yes, | agree. She should learn to act her age. 
3 B:Yes, she's all talk and no action. 

4 B:Yes, it's time he got his act together. 

5 B:Yes, it's a very delicate balancing act. 
T|o[e|E|T'H|E|R 
[^] | 
A V 


TUIT KARA 


1 He was stealing a car, and the police caught him in the act (just as he was getting into it). 

2 | was out of the team for three weeks with a knee problem, but now I’m back in action (again). 

3 | think it's time we followed/took a different course of action. 

4 The film industry should clean up its act and stop making violent films. 

5 Everyone wants to get in on the act / get a slice/piece of the action now that we are making a lot 
of money. 

6 Our office is a hive of activity these days as we prepare for the launch of our new products. 


Unit 60 

1 good 2 bad 3 better 4 best 5 worst, worst 6 best 
7 best, bad 8 bad, worse 

1 Sarah always has to go one better than everyone else. 

2 Conditions seem to be going from bad to worse. 

3 The weather was bad, but we tried to make the best of a bad job. 

4 |nearly told her the truth, but | thought better of it. 
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60.3 


60.4 


61.1 


61.2 


61.3 


61.4 


As Mark is very ambitious, he will never settle for second best. 
Rose tried to learn to ski, but soon gave it up as a bad job. 

If the worst comes to the worst, we can always ask Dad for a loan. 
Whatever happens, happens for the best. 


No, he isn't. 

The boy might, for example, be rude to the important visitors. 

They are trying to have a bigger and more impressive car. 

He's broken his leg. 

He might find he can enjoy the sympathy of his friends and the attentions of the nurses as well as 
the chance to relax and watch TV. 


Qc RONMPÁG 0-00 


Possible answers: 


Check your answers with your teacher or another good speaker of English if you are not sure whether 
they are correct or not. 


| wanted to tell my boss what | thought of him, but fortunately | thought better of it. 

| did a course in teaching English because | thought it would stand me in good stead if | needed to 
work when | was abroad. 

| didn't really want to leave the school | had taught in for years, but it certainly all turned out 

for the best. 

l admire the way my friend decided to make the best of a bad job when she was made to take early 
retirement - she decided to take up painting and also began to write the novel she had always been 
planning. 

The situation wasn't easy in January, but it has certainly gone from bad to worse throughout 

the year. 

Anna has been in a bad way ever since her children grew up and left home. 


Unit 61 

1 The Minister cleverly cut the ground from under her opponents’ feet by announcing new tax cuts. 

2 He got in on the ground floor with e-commerce and became a millionaire when it took off. 

3 Good hotels are thin on the ground in the smaller cities; you have to go to the capital to get hotels 
of international standard. 

4 The project has got off the ground quicker and more smoothly than we expected. 

5 Part-time work suits me down to the ground at the moment as I’m trying to study 
atthe same time. 


1 I'm afraid good cafés are thin on the ground in the town centre. 

2 Working from home suits me down to the ground as | can look after our small child at the 
same time. 

3 If you join our company now, | promise you are getting in on the ground floor of some really 
exciting developments. 

4 Reducing the price now will cut the ground from under the feet of our competitors, because 
they will not be able to do the same. 
It's a good idea, but | don't know if it will ever get off the ground. 


We have a lot of common ground, so we need to discuss how we can work together. 
| think you are on dangerous ground if you raise the subject of longer holidays at the 
staff meeting. 

4 English Language schools are thick on the ground in the capital city. 

5 The idea that public transport is better for the environment is gaining ground. 


5 
1 She held/stood her ground and had a meeting with the boss to tell her everything. 
2 
3 


Possible answers: 


1 They do not appear in public and hide from the media. 
2 So embarrassed you wish you could disappear / were invisible. 
3 They refuse to change their position or opinion in a dispute/argument. 
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62.2 


62.3 
62.4 


62.5 
62.6 


4 To shift your ground. 

5 (My) stamping/stomping ground. It means a place where you spend a lot of time. 

6 It means that they have probably been to that country and made useful contacts for you or 
informed people about your company, so that it will be easier for you to launch your product. 


Unit 62 


animal 


1 bat blind I'm as blind as a bat without my glasses. 


ox strong My brother is as strong as an ox. 


eel slippery She's as slippery as an eel. You'll never get a direct answer from her. 


bird free | felt as free as a bird when | left university. 


alalwlrn 


fox sly He's as sly as a fox. Don't trust him. He'll find a way of getting what 
he wants. 


| don't mind carrying this box. It’s as light as a feather. The other one was as heavy as lead. 

If | were you, | would avoid that restaurant like the plague. The food is awful. 

Millie never misses anything you do in the office. She has eyes like a hawk. 

| felt like a fish out of water with my electric guitar among all those classical musicians. 

There are hotels as far as the eye can see all along the coast. 

She got up late and came down to breakfast looking like something the cat brought/dragged in. 


abear 2 abull 3 a bat 


He was very bad-tempered, like a bear with a sore head. 
Her comments were like a red rag to a bull. 
He ran off like a bat out of hell. 


greased 2 sieve 3 plain 4 ugly 


as flat as a pancake, e.g. The landscape is as flat as a pancake. 

as daft as a brush (daft means silly; used of people) 

as good as gold (good here refers to someone’s behaviour) 

as bold as brass (bold here means cheeky/without any inhibitions) 

as dry as a bone, e.g. / must water my plant. The soil’s as dry as a bone. 
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Phonemic symbols 


Vowel sounds Consonant sounds 
Symbol Examples Symbol Examples 
fli sleep me /p/ put 
hil happy recipe lol book 
hl pin dinner It take 
lul foot could pull /d/ dog 
hazl do shoe through /k/ car kick 
lel red head said /g/ go guarantee 
lol arrive father colour Af/ catch church 
lai turn bird work Ida age lounge 
dal sort thought walk Itl for cough 
hel cat — black Ni love vehicle 
Inl sun enough wonder /0/ thick path 
Jol got watch sock // this mother 
Jax! part heart laugh Isl since rice 

laf zoo houses 
lev name late aim pl shop sugar machine 
lail my idea time lal pleasure usual vision 
font boy noise /h/ hear hotel 
leal pair where bear /m/ make 
hal hear beer Il name now 
lou/ go home show Il bring 
faul out cow M look while 
lul pure poor Ir] road 

iif young 

Iul wear 
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The numbers in the index are Unit 
numbers not page numbers. 


get/go from Ato B 41 

beon about 27 

Absence makes the heart grow 
fonder 29 

be brought/called to account 11 
There's no accounting for taste(s)! 16 
anacidtest 11 

clean up your act 59 

actthe fool 59 

act your age 59 

a balancing act 59 

be a hard/tough act to follow 13 
catch sb in the act 59 

get in on the act 59 

get your act together 59 

puton an act 59 

a piece/slice of the action 59 

be back in action 59 

be out of action 59 

follow/take a course of action 59 
Actions speak louder than words. 29 
a hive of activity 59 

add fuel to the fire/flames 33 
add insultto injury 13 

play devil's advocate 14 

be after sb's blood 4 

You can say that again! 12 
against (all) (the) odds 2,20 

act your age 59 

a hidden agenda 10 

atthe top of sb's/the agenda 16 
à breath of fresh air 43 

be floating/walking on air 3 

be in the air 43 

be up in the air 43 

clear the air 43 

pluck a number out of the air 33 
airs and graces 21 

set alarm bells ringing 17 
allears 53 

all over the place 26 

all work and no play 29 

be all at sea 44 

be all sweetness and light 13 

be all talk (and no action) 59 
give sth your all 18 

go allout 18 

have all the makings of 14 

if all else fails 16 

make all the difference 7 

not be all it's cracked up to be 14 
once and for all 32 

be (right) up your alley/street 41 
leave well alone 17 


along the lines of sth 58 

not go amiss 19 

a party animal 37 

one way or another 16 

have a lot to answer for 14 

not take no for an answer 28 

the answer to sb's prayers 9 

(not) ring any bells / a bell (with me) 5 
anybody who is anybody 21 
never/not do anything/things by 
halves 14 

keep up appearances 21 

whet your appetite 40 

An apple a day keeps the doctor 
away. 2 

agrey area 34 

alist as long as your arm 57 
chance your arm 20 

could do sth with one arm/hand tied 
behind your back 56 

twist sb's arm 49 

hold/keep sb at arm’s length 49 

a chink in your armour 39 

be upin arms 39 

be asking for it/trouble 13 
castaspersions on 13 

lead sb astray 17 

at a (considerable) price 24 
atapush 18 

attheend ofthe day 31 

be at each other's throat 51 

be at loggerheads 1,22 

be/feel at home 42 

make yourself at home 42 

avoid sth like the plague 62 

have an axe to grind 39 

get/go from AtoB 41 

be as easy as taking candy froma 
baby 18 

be left holding the baby 8 

throw the baby out with the 
bathwater 14 

back-pedal 45 

You scratch my back and I'll scratch 
yours. 56 

at the back of your mind 55 

at/in the back of beyond 56 

be glad/happy/pleased/not sorry to see 
the back of sth 56 

be (like) water off a duck's back 38 
be back in action 59 

be on sb's back 56 

be on the back burner 56 
by/through the back door 56 
come/fall off the back of a lorry 56 
could do sth with one arm/hand tied 
behind your back 56 


fed up (to the back teeth) 4 
get/put sb's back up 4,56 

go back a long way 57 

go back to square one 36 

know sth like the back of 

your hand 56 

off the back of a lorry 56 

stab sb in the back 56 

take a back seat 56 

when/while sb’s back is turned 56 
would give you the shirt off their 
back 35 

a back-seat driver 45 

without a backward glance 56 
bend/lean over backwards 56 

be in a bad way 60 

give sth up as a bad job 60 

go from bad to worse 60 

make the best of a bad job 60. 
inthe bag 9,35 

let the cat out of the bag 2,38 
be/hang in the balance 15 

a balancing act 59 

a slime ball 2 

be on the ball 36 

play ball 36 

start the ball rolling 36 

the ball is in your court 36 
get/jump/leap on the bandwagon 14 
come (back) down to earth with a 
bang/bump/jolt 2,43 

be banging/hitting your head against a 
brick wall 2, 50 

bare your heart/soul 54 

the bare bones 49 

I wouldn't touch sb/sth with a barge 
pole. 19 

sb's bark is worse than their bite 37 
have sb over a barrel 8 

have a bash 18 

Don't put all your eggs in one 
basket. 29 

be as blind as a bat 62 

like a bat out of hell 62 

not bat an eyelid 52 

off your own bat 36 

throw the baby out with the 
bathwater 14 

an uphill battle/fight/struggle 41 
fight a losing battle 39 

keep sb/sth at bay 22 

be that as it may 11 

the be-all-and-end-all 7 

bear fruit 40 

bear/keep in mind 30 

be like a bear with a sore head 62 
grin and bear it 3 
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sb’s heart misses/skips a beat 54 
be off the beaten track 41 

(it) beats me 6 

be at sb's beck and call 10 

get out of bed on the wrong side 42 
be as busy as a bee 62 

make a beeline for sb/sth 37 

be on your best behaviour 60 
behind the scenes 25 

forthe time being 31 

couldn't believe your ears 53 
couldn't believe your eyes 52 

ring a bell 30 

(not) ring a bell / any bells (with me) 5 
set alarm bells ringing 17 

green belt 34 

tighten your belt 24 

bend the rules 10 

bend/lean over backwards 56 
drive/send sb round the bend/twist 1, 
2,4,41 

give sb the benefit of the doubt 11 
be beside the point 28 

be forthe best 60 

be on your best behaviour 60 
make the best of a bad job 60 
second best 60 

the best of both worlds 60 

the best/greatest thing since sliced 
bread 40 

your best bet 36 

against your better judgement 60 
for want of a better word 27 

go one better 60 

have seen better days 31 

think better of sth 60 

at/in the back of beyond 56 

get/go beyond a joke 26 

Big deal! 23 

hit the big time 7 

make a big thing of 23 

make it big 23 

think big 23 

foot the bill 48 

pick up the bill/tab 2, 24 

Alittle bird told me. 37 

a bird in the hand 29 

as free as a bird 1,62 

birds of a feather 29 

kill two birds with one stone 1, 2, 38 
get/have/take the bit between your 
teeth 37 

bite sb's head off 50 

bite the bullet 39 

bite the dust 43 

bite your tongue 53 

sb’s bark is worse than their bite 37 
be thrilled to bits 3 


to the bitter end 40 

ablack hole 34 

in black and white 34 

draw a blank 8 

your mind goes blank 30 

be a blessing in disguise 7 

be as blind as a bat 62 

turn a blind eye 52 

in the blink of an eye 1,52 

on the blink 52 

astumbling block 8 

Blood is thicker than water. 29 
blood and guts 55 

be after sb's blood 4 

be out for blood 4 

blue blood 34 

get blood out of a stone 55 

in cold blood 55 

new blood 21 

sb’s blood isup 4 

blow a fuse/gasket 4, 45 

blow hot and cold 33 

blow sth out of (all) proportion 15 
see how / which way the wind is 
blowing 33 

blue blood 34 

blue-collar 34 

between the devil and the deep blue 
sea 33 

once in a blue moon 32 

out of the blue 1,43 

until you are blue in the face 34 
call sb's bluff 36 

be in the same boat 44 

miss the boat 44 

push the boat out 44 

rockthe boat 44 

burn your boats/bridges 39,44 
as bold as brass 62 

à bone of contention 1,49 
beasdryasabone 1 

have a bone to pick with sb 49 
I (can) feel itin my bones 2,49 
the bare bones 49 

take a leaf out of sb's book 42 
be in sb's good books 22 

bore the pants off someone 35 
burn the candle at both ends 42 
the best of both worlds 60 

at the bottom of the (career) ladder 25 
be/hit rock bottom 43 

get to the bottom of 9 

the bottom line 58 

be duty bound to do sth 19 
by/in leaps and bounds 26 

a brain drain 55 

have sth on the brain 55 

pick sb's brains 55 
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rack your brains 30 

put the brakes on 45 

as bold as brass 62 

put a brave face onsth 51 

sb’s bread and butter 40 

the best/greatest thing since sliced 
bread 40 

be/live on the breadline 24 
break sb's heart 54 

a dog's breakfast 38 

make a clean breast of it 51 

a breath of fresh air 43 

in the same breath 27 

breathe down sb’s neck 51 

be banging/hitting your head against a 
brick wall 2, 50 

come up against a brick wall 8 
burn your bridges/boats 39,44 
bring a lump to your throat 15 
bring sth home to sb 42 

bring sth to a head 50 

bring sth to light 9 

be on the brink of sth 2 

be brought/called to account 11 
look like something the cat brought/ 
dragged in 62 

pass the buck 1, 36 

not budge/give an inch 11, 23 
thetravel bug 37 

be like a red rag to a bull 62 

take the bull by the horns 38 
bite the bullet 39 

come (back) down to earth with a 
bump/bang/jolt 2, 43 

burn the candle at both ends 42 
burn your boats/bridges 39, 44 
be on the back burner 56 
get/have your fingers burned/ 
burnt 47 

sb’s bread and butter 40 

have butterflies in your stomach 37 
give sb abuzz 45 

bea piece of cake 18 

have your cake and eat it 40 

the icing on the cake 40 
callitaday 32 

call sb's bluff 36 

call the shots 39 

be at sb's beck and call 10 

not have a minute to call your own 32 
be called/brought to account 11 
cool, calm and collected 1 

acan of worms 11,38 

carry the can 10 

can't for the life of me 5 

burn the candle at both ends 42 
be as easy as taking candy from a 
baby 18 


beon the cards 36 

lay/put your cards on the table 36 
play your cards right 36 

the cards are stacked against you 20 
take care of the pence/pennies 29 
career ladder 25 


atthe bottom of the (career) ladder 25 


atthe top of the (career) ladder 25 
climb to the top ofthe career 
ladder 25 

carry the can 10 

cast aspersions on 13 

cast/run your eye over 52 

letthe cat out ofthe bag 2,38 
look like something the cat brought/ 
dragged in 62 

not (enough) room to swing a cat 38 
put/set the cat among the 
pigeons 4,38 

While the cat's away, the mice will 
play. 29 

catch sb in the act 59 

catch sb red-handed 34 

catch sb's eye 52 

caught in the middle 23 

be caught in the crossfire 39 

be caught napping 17 

hit the ceiling/roof 42 

left, right and centre 26 

chance your arm 20, 49 

not have the ghost of a chance 7 
change hands 47 

change tack 44 

a change of heart 54 

change your tune 46 

chase your tail 37 

get itoffyourchest 51 

run round like a headless chicken 38 
child's play 18 

achink in your armour 39 

have a chip on your shoulder 49 
when the chips are down 36 
strike a chord 46 

à vicious circle 11 

go round in circles 11 

clean up your act 59 

make a clean breast of it 51 
clear the air 43 

clear the decks 44 

loud and clear 28 

steer clear of 44 

climb to the top of the career 
ladder 25 

work against the clock 32 
go/run/work like clockwork 32 
be too close for comfort 17 

sail close to the wind 44 

be on cloud nine 3 


not have a clue 5 

clutch at straws 8 

the other side of the coin 11 

to coin a phrase 27 
cold-blooded 55 

a cold fish 37 

blow hot and cold 33 

get cold feet 48 

give sb the cold shoulder 49,51 
in cold blood 55 

pour cold water on sth 33 

cool, calm and collected 1 
come to light 9 

come (back) down to earth with a 
bang/bump/jolt 2,43 

come a long way 57 

come down on one side or the 
other 42 

come home to you 42 

come to a head 50 

come to terms with 15 

come up against a brick wall 8 
come/spring to mind 30 

the shape of things to come 31 
if push comes to shove 19 

ifthe worst comes to the worst 60 
if/when it comes to the crunch 39 
be too close for comfort 17 

see sth coming (a mile off) 20 
commit sth to memory 30 
common ground 61 

a foregone conclusion 20 

the pros and cons 1,11 

to your heart's content 54 

a bone of contention 1,49 

too many cooks 29 

cool, calm and collected 1 

see sth out of the corner of your 
eye 52 

politically correct 21 

cost (sb) an arm and a leg 49 
follow/take a course of action 59 
steer a middle course 44 

the ball is in your court 36 
atthe crack of dawn 32 

not be all it's cracked up to be 14 
by hook or by crook 1, 18 

cross your fingers 47 

cross your mind 30 
atcross-purposes 22 

sb’s paths cross 41 

get your lines/wires crossed 45 
keep your fingers crossed 47 
be caught in the crossfire 39 
atacrossroads 41 

when it comes to the crunch 39 
a shoulder to cry on 49 

be a far cry from sth 23 


It's no good / There's no point crying 
over spilt milk. 29 

as cunning/sly as a fox 62 

the curtain has fallen (on) 46 
throw a curveball 36 

cut a long story short 1, 57 

cut the ground from under sb's feet 61 
cut things fine 17 

have your work cut out 25 

look daggers at 39 

put a dampener/damper on 3 

on dangerous ground 61 

a dark horse 37 

be in the dark 43 

keep sb in the dark 43 

be past / pass your sell-by date 40 
atthe crack of dawn 32 

An apple a day keeps the doctor 
away. 2 

attheend ofthe day 31 
callitaday 32 

make your day 2 

frighten/scare the (living) daylights 
outof 2 

have seen better days 31 

it's early days (yet) 31 

a dead end 41 

be a dead loss 14 

would not be seen dead 19 
dead-end job 25 

Big deal! 23 

clear the decks 44 

be in deep water 33 

between the devil and the deep blue 
sea 33 

go off the deep end 4 

jump in the deep end 33 

throw sb in the deep end 33 

be out of your depth 33 

leave a lot to be desired 14 

leave sb to their own devices 10 
between the devil and the deep blue 
sea 33 

play devil's advocate 14 

arough diamond 21 

make all the difference 7 

try a different tack 44 

your heels in 48 

yourself into a hole 8 

be in dire straits 8 

be a blessing in disguise 7 

drive sb to distraction 14 

do your own thing 19 

make do 9 

aspin doctor 10 

An apple a day keeps the doctor away. 
2 


a doddle 18 
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a dog's breakfast 38 

go to the dogs 38 

be in the doldrums 44 

easier said than done 8 
by/through the back door 56 

get your foot in the door 42 

in small doses 23 

from/since the year dot 31 

sign on the dotted line 58 

give sb the benefit of the doubt 11 
down-and-out 21 

down to earth 43 

down in the dumps 3 

keep your head down 50 

never live sth down 16 

go downhill 41 

six of one and half a dozen of the 
other 12 

drag your feet/heels 26,48 

look like something the cat dragged/ 
brought in 62 

a brain drain 55 

draw a blank 8 

draw a line under sth 58 

draw the line (at sth) 58 

the luck of the draw 20 

go/work like a dream 7 

wouldn't dream of 15 

drive/send sb round the bend/twist 1, 
2,4,41 

drive sb to distraction 14 

drive sb up the wall 4 

a back-seat driver 45 

drop sb a line 58 

a drop in the ocean 33 

beas dry asa bone 1,62 

be (like) water off a duck's back 38 
be down in the dumps 3 

bite the dust 43 

like gold dust 13 

be duty bound to do sth 19 

be dying for/to 19 

play it by ear 53 

go in one ear and out the other 53 
have a word in sb's ear 53 

give sb an earful 4 

it's early days (yet) 31 

all ears 53 

be up to your ears/eyes (in work) 25 
couldn't believe your ears 53 
music to your ears 46 

be the salt of the earth 33 

come (back) down to earth with a 
bang/bump/jolt 2, 43 

go to the ends of the earth 33 
easier said than done 8 

be as easy as pie 18 


be as easy as taking candy from a 
baby 18 

have your cake and eat it 40 
have the edge over 14 

get a word in edgeways 28 

be as slippery as an eel 62 
have egg on your face 40 

Don't put all your eggs in one 
basket. 29 

be in your element 43 

be out of your element 43 

if all else fails 16 

a dead end 41 

atthe end of the day 31 

be at your wits' end 4 

be at/on the receiving end 10 
get (hold of) the wrong end of the 
stick 5 

go off the deep end 4 

jump in the deep end 33 

light at the end of the tunnel 9 
not be the end of the world 3 
throw sb in the deep end 33 

to the bitter end 40 

burn the candle at both ends 42 
Eo to the ends of the earth 33 
tie up loose ends 9 

be your own worst enemy 39 
be man enough to do sth 2 

be green with envy 34 
anarrow escape 17 

a necessary evil 17 

the lesser of two evils 16 

make an exhibition of yourself 14 
put sth down to experience 6 
an eye-opener 52 

as far as the eye can see 62 
cast/run your eye over 52 
catch sb's eye 52 

have/keep one eye on 52 
inthe blink of an eye 1,52 

in your mind's eye 52,55 

keep an eyeon 52 

keep an eye out for sb/sth 52 
see sth out of the corner of your 
eye 52 

turn a blind eye 52 

see eyetoeye 52 

raise (a few) eyebrows 52 

not bat an eyelid 52 

be up to your eyes/ears (in work) 25 
can't keep your eyes off 52 
couldn't believe your eyes 52 
have eyes like a hawk 62 

open sb's eyes to sth 52 

with your eyes open 52 
facethe music 8 
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along face 57 

be as plain as the nose on your 
face 62 

have egg on your face 40 

keep a straight face 51 
make/pull a face 51 

on the face of it 51 

put a brave face on sth 51 

stuff your face 2 

take sth at face value 51 

until you are blue in the face 34 
face to face 51 

a fact of life 8 

the facts of life 8 

fade/pale into insignificance 15 
if all else fails 16 

not have the faintest idea 5 
fall into place 9 

fall/come off the back of a lorry 56 
fall on stony ground 33 
fall/land on your feet 48 

under false pretences 14 

have a familiar ring (to it) 5 

as far as the eye can see 62 

bea far cry from sth 23 

fast and furious 26 

be as light as a feather 62 

birds of a feather 29 

ruffle sb's feathers 4 

fed up (to the back teeth) 4 

| (can) feel it in my bones 2,49 
feel/be at home 42 

put out feelers 38 

a gut feeling/reaction 55 
rushed off your feet 25,48 

be under your feet 48 

cut the ground from under sb's feet 61 
drag your feet/heels 26,48 
fall/land on your feet 48 

find your feet 48 

get cold feet 48 

get/have itchy feet 48 
have/keep both/your feet on the 
ground 48 

stand on your own two feet 48 
sit on the fence 42 

fever pitch 26 

a level playing field 36 

fight a losing battle 39 

an uphill fight/battle/struggle 41 
be a figment of your imagination 6 
have big shoes to fill 35 

find out how the land lies 43 
find your feet 48 

a fine/thin line 58 

cutthings fine 17 

the fine/small print 28 


fine-tune 46 

not lift a finger 47 

pull your finger out 18 

put your finger on sth 47 
cross your fingers 47 
get/have your fingers burned/ 
burnt 47 

have green fingers 34,47 
keep your fingers crossed 47 
at your fingertips 47 

There's no smoke without fire. 33 
add fuel to the fire/flames 33 
get on like a house on fire 22 
hold fire 39 

not set the world on fire 33 
play with fire 33 

be in the firing line 39 

first hand 47 

a cold fish 37 

be like a fish out of water 62 
have/throw a fit 4 

add fuel to the flames/fire 33 
beasflat asa pancake 62 
flavour of the month 40 

How time flies! 12 

be floating/walking on air 3 
get in on the ground floor 61 
go with the flow 43 

fly offthe handle 42 

a fly on the wall 37 

wouldn't hurt a fly 37 

get off to a flying start 26 
foaming at the mouth 53 

not have the foggiest (idea) 5 
follow in sb's footsteps 48 
follow suit 36 

follow/take a course of action 59 
be a hard/tough act to follow 13 
Absence makes the heart grow 
fonder. 29 

give sb food for thought 6 
actthe fool 59 

You could've fooled me! 16 
foot the bill 48 

get your foot in the door 42 
get/start off on the wrong foot 48 
put your foot down 1,48 

put your foot in it 8,48 
follow in sb's footsteps 48 

a foregone conclusion 20 
asmallfortune 23,24 

lose a small fortune 24 

make a small fortune 24 

as cunning/sly as a fox 62 
lingua franca 28 

asfree asa bird 1,62 

give sb free rein 37 


give sb a free hand 47 

a breath of fresh air 43 
frighten/scare the (living) daylights 
outof 2 

bear fruit 40 

add fuel to the fire/flames 33 

be in full swing 26 

have your hands full 25, 47 

poke fun at 13 

fast and furious 26 

blow a fuse/gasket 4,45 

gain ground 61 

blow a gasket/fuse 4,45 

getinto gear 45 

Geta life! 12 

get (hold of) the wrong end of the 
stick 5 

get (sth) off the ground 61 

get / be given the sack 25 

get a (real) kick out of sth 3 

get a move on 26 

get a word in edgeways 28 

get blood out of a stone 55 

get cold feet 48 

get in on the act 59 

get in on the ground floor 61 
getinto gear 45 

get it off your chest 51 

get off to a flying start 26 

get on like a house on fire 22 

get on sb's nerves 13 

get out of a rut 25 

get out of bed on the wrong side 42 
get out of hand 47 

get right up sb’s nose 53 

get the message 6 

get the picture 42 

get to grips with 9 

get to the bottom of 9 

get wind of sth 33 

get your act together 59 

get your foot in the door 42 

get your head (a)round 50 

get your lines/wires crossed 45 
get your own way 10 

get/go beyond a joke 26 

get/go from Ato B 41 

get/have itchy feet 48 

get/have your fingers burned/burnt 47 
get/jump/leap on the bandwagon 14 
get/let sb off the hook 10 
get/put sb’s back up 4, 56 
get/start off on the wrong foot 48 
get/be/stay in touch with sb 22 
get/have/take the bit between your 
teeth 37 

give as good as you get 13 


give up the ghost 7 

not have the ghost of a chance 7 
not look a gift horse in the mouth 2 
give anything 19 

give as good as you get 13 

give ground 61 

give it a shot/whirl 9 

give sb a buzz 45 

give sb a free hand 47 

give sb a hand 47 

give sb a hard/rough/tough time 1, 
13,15 

give sb / get the sack 25 

give sb a piece of your mind 4 
give sb an earful 4 

give sb food for thought 6 

give sb free rein 37 

give sb the benefit of the doubt 11 
give sb the cold shoulder 49,51 
give sth the green light 34 

give sth the thumbs down/up 47 
give sth up as a bad job 60 

give sth your all 18 

give up the ghost 7 

give you pause for thought 2 
not give/budge an inch 11,23 
without a backward glance 56 
people who live in glass houses 29 
go a long way 57 

go against the grain 43 

go allout 18 

go back a long way 57 

go back to square one 36 

go downhill 41 

go from bad to worse 60 

go from strength to strength 7 
go in one ear and out the other 53 
go off the deep end 4 

go one better 60 

go out of your way to do sth 18 
go outona limb 17 

go places 7 

go round in circles 11 

go spare 4 

go through the motions 18 

go to any/great lengths 57 

go to ground 61 

go to the dogs 38 

go to the ends of the earth 33 

go to the polls 10 

go under your own steam 45 

go up in smoke 33 

go with the flow 43 

go/get beyond a joke 26 

go/get fromAtoB 41 

go/work like a dream 7 
go/run/work like clockwork 32 
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be on the go 25 

have a goat 18 

let yourself go 15 

make a go of 7 

not go amiss 19 

be in the lap of the gods 20 

your mind goes blank 30 

be as good as gold 62 

like gold dust 13 

It's no good / There's no point crying 
over spilt milk. 29 

be as good as gold 62 

be in sb's good books 22 

give as good as you get 13 

stand sb in good stead 60 

airs and graces 21 

go against the grain 43 

take sb/sth for granted 20 

sour grapes 3 

hear sth on/through the grapevine 6 
the grass is always greener 29 

like greased lightning 62 

the greatest/best thing since sliced 
bread 40 

green belt 34 

be green with envy 34 

give sth the green light 34 

have green fingers 34, 47 

the grass is always greener 29 
agrey area 34 

grin and bear it 3 

have an axe to grind 39 

getto grips with 9 

grit your teeth 53 
ground-breaking 13 

be thick/thin on the ground 61 
common ground 61 

cut the ground from under sb's feet 61 
fall on stony ground 33 

gain ground 61 

get (sth) off the ground 61 

get in on the ground floor 61 

give ground 61 

go to ground 61 

have/keep both/your feet on the 
ground 48 

hold/stand your ground 2, 61 

on dangerous ground 61 

prepare the ground 61 

run to ground 33 

sb's stamping/stomping ground 61 
shift your ground 61 

suit sb down to the ground 61 

the middle ground 23 

wish the ground would swallow you 
up 61 

Absence makes the heart grow 
fonder. 29 


no prizes for guessing sth 20 

a guinea pig 37 

jump the gun 39 

Stick to your guns 39 

a gut feeling/reaction 55 
amisery guts 3 

blood and guts 55 
slog/sweat/work your guts out 55 
have had it up to here 4 

Keep your hair on! 51 

notturn a hair 51 

pull/tear your hair out 51 

six of one and half a dozen of the 
other 12 

never/not do anything/things by 
halves 14 

give sb a hand 47 

a bird in the hand 29 

be a dab hand 47 

could do sth with one hand/arm tied 
behind your back 56 

first hand 47 

get out of hand 47 

give sb a free hand 47 

keep your hand in 47 

know sth like the back of your hand 56 
live (from) hand to mouth 53 
onthe one hand 11 

on the other hand 11 

to hand 47 

try your hand at sth 47 

turn your hand to sth 47 

fly off the handle 42 

Many hands make light work. 29 
change hands 47 

have your hands full 25, 47 

take the law into your own hands 10 
take your life into your hands 17 
wash your hands of sb/sth 47 
your life is in sb’s hands 17 

hang by a thread 17 

hang/be in the balance 15 

a question mark (hanging) over 28 
hard/hot on the heels of sth 48 
be a hard/tough act to follow 13 
give sb a hard/rough/tough time 1, 
13,15 

take a long, hard look at sth 57 
atthe drop of a hat 35 

take your hat off to someone 35 
wear lots of different hats 35 
along haul 57 

have a bash 18 

have a bone to pick with sb 49 
have a chip on your shoulder 49 
have a familiar ring (to it) 5 

havea goat 18 

have a lot of time for sb 31 
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have a lotto answer for 14 

have a mind of its own 55 

have a shot at 39 

have a soft spot forsb 22 

have a sweet tooth 40 

have a word in sb's ear 53 

have all the makings of 14 

have an axe to grind 39 

have big shoes to fill 35 

have butterflies in your stomach 37 
have egg on your face 40 

have eyes like a hawk 62 

have green fingers 34, 47 

have had it up to here 4 

have it in for sb 22 

have it out with sb 22 

have sb over a barrel 8 

have second thoughts 1, 6 

have seen better days 31 

have something in the bag 35 
have sth on the brain 55 

have the edge over 14 

have your cake and eat it 40 
have your hands full 25, 47 

have your heart set on sth 54 
have your work cut out 25 
have/get itchy feet 48 

have/get your fingers burned/burnt 47 
have/get/take the bit between your 
teeth 37 

have/keep an open mind 55 
have/keep one eye on 52 
have/keep both/your feet on the 
ground 48 

have/throw a fit 4 

not have a clue 5 

not have a leg to stand on 49 

not have the faintest idea 5 

not have the foggiest (idea) 5 

not have the ghost of a chance 7 
have eyes like a hawk 62 

be headhunted 25 

be banging/hitting your head against a 
brick wall 2, 50 

be like a bear with a sore head 62 
bite sb's head off 50 

bring sth to a head 50 

come to a head 50 

get your head (a)round 50 

keep your head 50 

keep your head above water 50 
keep your head down 50 

knock sth on the head 50 

laugh your head off 50 

lose your head 50 

need sth like you need a hole in the 
head 19 

off the top of your head 50 


put ideas into sb's head 50 
scream your head off 50 

shout your head off 50 

run round like a headless chicken 38 
turn heads 50 

hear sth on/through the grapevine 7 
Absence makes the heart grow 
fonder. 29 

achange of heart 54 

a man/woman after your own 
heart 54 

bare your heart/soul 54 

break sb's heart 54 

have your heart set on sth 54 
know/learn sth off by heart 54 
lose heart 54 

open your heart 54 

pour your heart out 54 

put your heart and soul into sth 54 
sing your heart out 46 

sb's heart is in the right place 54 
sb's heart is in their mouth 53 
Sb's heart misses/skips a beat 54 
sb's heart sinks 54 

set your heart on sth 54 

take sth to heart 54 

to your heart's content 54 
heart-to-heart 54 

in the heat of the moment 33 

be in seventh heaven 3 
heavy-going 18 

as heavy as lead 62 

dig your heels in 48 

drag your heels/feet 26,48 
hard/hot on the heels of sth 48 
like a bat out of hell 62 

have had it up to here 4 

ared herring 34 

a hidden agenda 10 

a high-flyer 21 

hit the big time 7 

hit the ceiling/roof 42 

hit the road 41 

hit/be rock bottom 43 

be hitting/banging your head against a 
brick wall 2,50 

a hive of activity 59 

hold fire 39 

hold the key to sth 42. 

hold/keep sb at arm's length 49 
hold/stand your ground 2, 61 
get (hold of) the wrong end of the 
stick 5 

put sth on hold 25 

be left holding the baby 8 

a black hole 34 

dig yourself into a hole 8 


need sth like you need a hole in the 
head 19 

be/feel at home 42 

bring sth home to sb 42 

come home to you 42 

make yourself at home 42 

by hook or by crook 1, 18 
get/let sb off the hook 10 

take the bull by the horns 38 

a dark horse 37 

not look a gift horse in the mouth 2 
hot/hard on the heels of sth 48 
be in hot water 33 

blow hot and cold 33 

strike while the iron is hot 16 
get on like a house on fire 22 

be as safe as houses 42 

people who live in glass houses 29 
wouldn't hurt a fly 37 

the icing on the cake 40 

not have the faintest idea 5 

not have the foggiest (idea) 5 
put ideas into sb's head 50 

if need be 19 

be a figment of your imagination 6 
from time immemorial 2 

in a nutshell 11 

in cold blood 55 

in keeping with sth 19 

in the bag 9 

be in line for sth 58 

bein the air 43 

be in the dark 43 

be in the doldrums 44 

bein the red 34 

be in your element 43 
be/get/stay in touch with sb 22 
have it in forsb 22 

keep in touch with sb 22 

keep sb in the picture 42 

put sb in the picture 42 

not budge/give an inch 11,23 
add insultto injury 13 

the ins and outs 6 

know sth inside out 5 

fade/pale into insignificance 15 
add insult to injury 13 

strike while the iron is hot 16 
get/have itchy feet 48 

jazz something up 46 

give sth up as a bad job 60 
make the best of a bad job 60 
jog sb's memory 30 

benojoke 27 

come (back) down to earth with a jolt/ 
bang/bump 2,43 

jump for joy 3 


against your better judgement 60 
jump forjoy 3 

jump in the deep end 33 

jump the gun 39 

jump/get/leap on the bandwagon 14 
the law of the jungle 38 

Just my luck! 20 

keep a lid on sth 15 

keep a low profile 21 

keep a straight face 51 

keep an eye on 52 

keep an eye out for sb/sth 52 
keep an open mind 55 

keep in touch with sb 22 

keep sb in the dark 43 

keep sb in the picture 42 

keep sb on theirtoes 48 

keep sb/sth at bay 22 

keep track 26 

keep up appearances 21 

keep your fingers crossed 47 
Keep your hair on! 51 

keep your hand in 47 

keep your head 50 

keep your head above water 50 
keep your head down 50 

keep yourself to yourself 22 
keep your shirt on 35 
keep/bear in mind 30 
keep/have an open mind 55 
keep/have one eye on 52 
keep/have both/your feet on the 
ground 48 

keep/hold sb at arm's length 49 
can't keep your eyes off 52 

in keeping with sth 19 

hold the key to sth 42 

get a (real) kick out of sth 3 

do sth for kicks 3 

kill two birds with one stone 1, 2,38 
make a killing 24 
onaknife-edge 17 

put/stick the knife in 2, 39 
twistthe knife 39 

knock sth on the head 50 

tie yourself (up) in knots 2, 11 
know sth inside out 5 

know sth like the back of your 
hand 56 

know the ropes 44 

know where you stand 6 

know your stuff 5 

know/learn sth off by heart 54 
not know the meaning of the word 28 
atthe bottom of the (career) 
ladder 25 

at the top of the (career) ladder 25 
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career ladder 25 

climb to the top of the career 
ladder 25 

land/fall on your feet 48 

find out how the land lies 43 
take a stroll/trip down memory 
lane 30 

be in the lap of the gods 20 

in the lap of luxury 24 

loom large 23 

be larger than life 23 

it’s the last straw 29 

laugh your head off 50 

Don’t make me laugh! 12 

a laughing stock 14 

be no laughing matter 27 
become a law unto yourself 10 
lay down the law 10 

take the law into your own hands 10 
the law of the jungle 38 
lay/put your cards on the table 36 
lead sb astray 17 

as heavy as lead 62 

one thing leads to another 16 
shake like a leaf 43 

take a leaf out of sb's book 42 
lean/bend over backwards 56 
leap/get/jump on the bandwagon 14 
by/in leaps and bounds 26 
learn the ropes 44 

learn your lesson 6 
learn/know sth off by heart 54 
leave a lot to be desired 14 
leave a sour taste in the mouth 40 
leave sb in the lurch 15 

leave sb to their own devices 10 
leave well alone 17 

leave your mark 7 

I can take it or leave it. 12 

left, right and centre 26 

be left holding the baby 8 

cost (sb) an arm and a leg 49 
not have a leg to stand on 49 
pull sb's leg 49 

hold/keep sb at arm's length 49 
go to any/great lengths 57 

the lesser of two evils 16 

learn your lesson 6 

teach sb a lesson 6 

let off steam 45 

let the cat out ofthe bag 2,38 
let yourself go 15 

let/get sb off the hook 10 

a level playing field 36 

keep a lid on sth 15 

lie through yourteeth 1,53 

a pack of lies 27 


find out how the land lies 43 

a fact of life 8 

be larger than life 23 

can't for the life of me 5 

Get a life! 12 

Such is life! 12 

take your life into your hands 17 
That's life! 12 

It's/That's the story of my life! 12 
the facts of life 8 

This is the life! 12 

your life is in sb's hands 17 
once in a lifetime 32 

not lift a finger 47 

light at the end of the tunnel 9 
be all sweetness and light 13 
be as light as a feather 62 
bring sth to light 9 

come to light 9 

give sth the green light 34 
make light of 27 

Many hands make light work. 29 
shed/throw light on 9 

like greased lightning 62 

like gold dust 13 

a likely story 27 
beoutonalimb 17 

go out on a limb 17 

line of work 58 

a fine/thin line 58 

be in line for sth 58 

be in the firing line 39 

be out of line 58 

draw a line under sth 58 

draw the line (at sth) 58 

drop sb a line 58 

sign on the dotted line 58 

step out of line 58 

the bottom line 58 

toethe line 48 

along the lines of sth 58 
along/on the right lines 58 
along/on the same lines 58 
get your lines/wires crossed 45 
read between the lines 58 
lingua franca 28 

pay lip service to 53 

My lips are sealed. 53 

a list as long as your arm 57 

A little bird told me. 37 

live (from) hand to mouth 53 
live on another planet 43 
live/be on the breadline 24 
never live sth down 16 

people who live in glass houses 29 
you haven't lived! 12 

in/within living memory 30 
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be a load/weight off your mind 55 
sleep like a log 43 

be at loggerheads 1,22 

alone wolf 37 

along face 57 

along haul 57 

alist as long as your arm 57 
come a long way 57 

cut a long story short 1,57 

go a long way 57 

go back a long way 57 

How long is a piece of string? 57 
inthe long run 31 

in the long/medium/short term 31 
It's a long story. 57 

Long time no see. 57 
long-winded 57 

take a long, hard look at sth 57 
look daggers at 39 

look like something the cat brought/ 
dragged in 62 

look right/straight through sb 15 
not look a gift horse in the mouth 2 
take a long, hard look at sth 57 
loom large 23 

tie up loose ends 9 

come/fall off the back of a lorry 56 
lose a small fortune 24 

lose heart 54 

lose sight of 6 

lose your head 50 

fight a losing battle 40 

be a dead loss 14 

be lost for words 27 

make up for lost time 31 

have a lot of time for sb 31 

have a lot to answer for 14 

leave a lot to be desired 14 

loud and clear 28 

Actions speak louder than words. 29 
keep a low profile 21 

be in luck 19 

Just my luck! 20 

No such luck! 12,20 

push your luck 20 

take pot luck 20 

the luck of the draw 20 

You should be so lucky! 20 

bring a lump to your throat 15 
leave sb in the lurch 15 

in the lap of luxury 24 

be made for 13 

wave a magic wand 9 

work like magic 7 

snail mail 38 

make a beeline for sb/sth 37 
make a big thing of 23 


make a clean breast of it 51 
make a go of 7 

make a killing 24 

make a name for yourself 21 
make a real pig of yourself 37 
make a small fortune 24 

make all the difference 7 

make an exhibition of yourself 14 
make do 9 

make it big 23 

make it up to sb 22 

make light of 27 

make the best of a bad job 60 
make the most of 15 

make up for lost time 31 

make up your mind 55 

make waves 33 

make your day 3 

make sb's mouth water 40, 53 
make yourself at home 42 
make/pull a face 51 

Don't make me laugh. 12 

have all the makings of 14 

a man/woman after your own heart 54 
be man enough to do sth 2 

Many hands make light work. 29 
put sth on the map 41 

aquestion mark (hanging) over 28 
be wide of the mark 36 

leave your mark 7 

matter-of-fact 28 

bea matter of opinion 28 

be no laughing matter 27 

be only a matter of time 31 
bethatasitmay 11 

not know the meaning of the word 28 
in the medium/long/short term 31 
commit sth to memory 30 

have a memory like a sieve 62 
in/within living memory 30 

jog sb's memory 30 

take a stroll/trip down memory 
lane 30 

The more, the merrier. 12 
getthe message 6 

While the cat's away, the mice will 
play. 29 

take the mick/mickey 27 
middle-of-the-road 41 

caught in the middle 23 

in the middle of nowhere 23 
steer a middle course 44 

the middle ground 23 

see/spot sth a mile off 20, 23 
stand/stick out a mile 23 

be miles away 23 


It's no good / There's no point crying 
over spilt milk. 29 

Thanks a million! 12 

Out of sight, out of mind. 30 
atthe back of your mind 55 

be a load/weight off your mind 55 
bear/keep in mind 30 
come/spring to mind 30 

cross your mind 30 

give sb a piece of your mind 4 
have a mind of its own 55 
have/keep an open mind 55 
make up your mind 55 

put/set sb's mind at rest 55 

slip your mind 30 

speak your mind 28 

your mind goes blank 30 

in your mind's eye 52,55 

not have a minute to call your own 32 
amisery guts 3 

miss the boat 44 

miss the point 28 

sb's heart misses/skips a beat 54 
in the heat of the moment 33 

on the spur of the moment 36 

a money-spinner 24 

spend money like water 24 
flavour of the month 40 

be over the moon 3, 43 

once in a blue moon 32 

The more, the merrier. 12 

make the most of 15 

go through the motions 18 

by word of mouth 53 

foaming at the mouth 53 

leave a sour taste in the mouth 40 
live (from) hand to mouth 53 
make sb’s mouth water 40, 53 
mouth-watering 53 

not look a gift horse in the mouth 2 
sb's heart is in their mouth 53 
geta move on 26 

face the music 8 

music to your ears 46 

make a name for yourself 21 

you name it 12 

be caught napping 17 

anarrow escape 17 

a necessary evil 17 

be a pain in the neck 51 

breathe down sb's neck 51 

if need be 19 

need sth like you need a hole in the 
head 19 

neither here northere 12 

get on sb's nerves 13 


a nervous/quivering wreck 44 
never live sth down 16 

new blood 21 

inthe nick of time 31 

nine times out often 32 

be on cloud nine 3 

in no time at all 32 

be second to none 13 
neither here nor there 12 

be as plain as the nose on your face 62 
get right up sb's nose 53 

No such luck! 12, 20 

No way! 12 

pay through the nose for sth 1, 24 
poke/stick your nose into 53 
turn your nose up 53 
benoton 16 

There's nothing to it! 12 
think nothing of 15 

in the middle of nowhere 23 
pluck a number out of the air 33 
do your nut 4 

inanutshell 11 

put/stick your oar in 44 
adrop in the ocean 33 

the odd one out 21 

against (all) (the) odds 2, 20 
be off the beaten track 41 
go off the deep end 4 

off and on 32 

off the top of your head 50 
off your own bat 36 
off-the-cuff 27 

on and off 32 

onthe off-chance 20 

be on about 27 

be on sb's back 56 

beon the ball 36 

beon the cards 36 

beon the go 25 

be on the right track 41 

be on the run 26 

be on the threshold of sth 31 
be on the wrong track 41 

be not on 16 

offand on 32 

ona knife-edge 17 

on and off 32 

on paper 25 

on the big/expensive, etc. side 14 
onthe blink 52 

on the face of it 51 

onthe one hand 11 

on the other hand 11,47 
onthe spot 26 

to be on the safe side 9 


English Idioms in Use Intermediate 


173 


once and for all 32 

once in a blue moon 32 
oncein a lifetime 32 

come down on one side or the 
other 42 

could do sth with one arm/hand tied 
behind your back 56 

Don't put all your eggs in one 
basket. 29 

go one better 60 

go back to square one 36 

go in one ear and out the other 53 
have/keep one eye on 52 

kill two birds with one stone 1, 2, 38 
onthe one hand 11 

one thing leads to another 16 
one way or another 16 

six of one and half a dozen of the 
other 12 

the odd one out 21 

open sb's eyes to sth 52 

open your heart 54 

have/keep an open mind 55 
with your eyes open 52 

bea matter of opinion 28 

bea tall order 28 

onthe otherhand 11 

six of one and half a dozen of the 
other 12 

the other side of the coin 11 
out ofthe blue 1,43 
out-of-date 31 

be out for blood 4 

be out of action 59 

be out of line 58 

be out of sorts 3 

be out of this world 13 

be out of touch with 5 

be out of your depth 33 

be out of your element 43 

be out onalimb 17 

get out of hand 47 

go out of your way to do sth 18 
go out on a limb 17 

goall out 18 

have it out with sb 22 
out-and-out 13 

Out of sight, out of mind. 30 
the odd one out 21 

the ins and outs 6 

be over the moon 3, 43 

be over the top 16 

do your own thing 19 

have a mind of its own 55 

be as strong as an ox 62 

at a snail’s pace 38 

a pack of lies 27 


put paid to 24 

be a pain in the neck 51 
pale/fade into insignificance 15 
be as flat asa pancake 62 
panic stations 17 

bore the pants off someone 35 
on paper 25 

a party animal 37 

pass your sell-by date 40 

pass the buck 1, 36 

be past your sell-by date 40 
sb's paths cross 41 

give you pause for thought 2 
pay lip service to 53 

pay the price for 24 

pay through the nose for sth 1,24 
There's no peace/rest for the 
wicked! 2 

take care of the pence/pennies 29 
people who live in glass houses 29 
to coin a phrase 27 

pick sb's brains 55. 

pick up the bill/tab 2, 24 

pick up the pieces 9 

have a bone to pick with sb 49 
take your pick 19 

getthe picture 42 

keep sb in the picture 42 

put sb in the picture 42 

beas easy as pie 18 

a piece/slice of the action 59 
be a piece of cake 18 

give sb a piece of your mind 4 
How long is a piece of string? 57 
pick up the pieces 9 

a guinea pig 37 

make a real pig of yourself 37 
put/set the cat among the pigeons. 
4,38 

apillar of society 21 

bein the pipeline 45 

fever pitch 26 

all over the place 26 

fall into place 9 

sb's heart in the right place 54 
go places 7 

avoid sth like the plague 62 

be plain sailing 44 

be as plain as the nose on your 
face 62 

live on another planet 43 

all work and no play 29 

be child's play 18 

play ball 36 

play devil's advocate 14 

play it by ear 53 

play with fire 33 


English Idioms in Use Intermediate 


play your cards right 36 
While the cat's away, the mice will 
play, 29 

a level playing field 36 

pluck a number out of the air 33 
take the plunge 36 

in pocket 35 

out of pocket 35 

to pocket 35 

dig deep into your pockets 35 
There's no point / It's no good crying 
over spilt milk. 29 

be beside the point 28 

miss the point 28 

poke fun at 13 

poke/stick your nose into 53 

I wouldn't touch sb/sth with a barge 
pole. 19 

politically correct 21 

goto the polls 10 

take pot luck 20 

pour cold water on sth 33 
pour your heart out 54 

the answer to sb's prayers 9 
prepare the ground 61 

under false pretences 14 

ata (considerable) price 24 
pay the price for 24 

the fine/small print 28 

no prizes for guessing sth 20 
keep a low profile 21 

blow sth out of (all) proportion 15 
the pros and cons 1, 11 

pull out (all) the stops 25 

pull sb's leg 49 

pull your finger out 18 

pull your weight 18 
pull/make a face 51 
pull/tear your hair out 51 
push the boat out 44 

push your luck 20 

atapush 18 

if push comes to shove 19 
Don't put all your eggs in one 
basket. 29 

put a brave face on sth 51 
put ideas into sb's head 50 
put on an act 59 

put out feelers 38 

put paid to 24 

put sb in the picture 42 

put sth down to experience 6 
put sth on hold 25 

put sth on the map 41 

put the brakes on 45 

put two and two together 5 
put your finger on sth 47 


put your foot down 1, 48 

put your foot in it 8,48 

put your heart and soul into sth 54 
put/get sb's backup 4,56 

put/lay your cards on the table 36 
put/set the cat among the pigeons 
4,38 

put/set sb's mind at rest 55 
put/set the record straight 6 
put/stick the knife in 2, 39 
put/stick your oar in 44 
put/throw a spanner in the works 45 
an unknown quantity 23 

a question mark (hanging) over 28 
a quivering/nervous wreck 44 
rack your brains 30 

be like a red rag to a bull 62 

road rage 41 

raise (a few) eyebrows 52 

ram sth down sb's throat 51 

a gut reaction/feeling 55 

read between the lines 58 

rough and ready 1,14 

get a (real) kick out of sth 3 

be at/on the receiving end 10 
sound like a broken record 46 
put/set the record straight 6 
redtape 34 

a red herring 34 be in the red 34 
be like a red rag to a bull 62 

catch sb red-handed 34 

give sb free rein 37 

put/set sb's mind at rest 55 
There's no rest/peace for the 
wicked! 2 

along/on the right lines 58 

beon the right track 41 

left, right and centre 26 

look right/straight through sb 15 
play your cards right 36 

Sb's heart is in the right place 54 
ring a bell 30 

have a familiar ring (to it) 5 

(not) ring a bell / any bells (with me) 5 
(not) ring true 27 

set alarm bells ringing 17 

a rip-off 24 

road rage 41 

hit the road 41 

be/hit rock bottom 43 

rock the boat 44 

roll up your sleeves 35 

start the ball rolling 36 

hitthe roof/ceiling 42 

not (enough) room to swing a cat 38 
know the ropes 44 

learn the ropes 44 

show sb the ropes 44 


rough and ready 1,14 
arough diamond 21 

give sb a rough/hard/tough time 1, 
13,15 

rub sb up the wrong way 4,22 
ruffle sb’s feathers 4 

arule of thumb 47 

bend the rules 10 

beonthe run 26 

in the long run 31 

run round like a headless chicken 38 
run to ground 33 

run-of-the-mill 25 

run/cast your eye over 52 
run/go/work like clockwork 32 
rushed off your feet 25,48 

be stuck in a rut 41 

getoutofarut 25 

get / be given the sack 25 

safe and sound 1,17 

beas safe as houses 42 

to beon the safe side 9 

easier said than done 8 

sail close to the wind 44 

be plain sailing 44 

be the salt of the earth 33 
along/on the same lines 58 

bein the same boat 44 

be on the same wavelength 45 

in the same breath 27 

You can say that again! 12 
scare/frighten the (living) daylights 
out of 2 

behind the scenes 25 

from scratch 32 

You scratch my back and l'll scratch 
yours. 56 

scream your head off 50 
beallatsea 44 

between the devil and the deep blue 
sea 33 

My lips are sealed. 53 

take a back seat 56 

second best 60 

be second to none 13 

have second thoughts 1,6 

as far as the eye can see 62 

be glad/happy/pleased/not sorry to 
see the back of sth 56 

Long time no see. 57 

see eye toeye 52 

see how / which way the wind is 
blowing 33 

see sth coming (a mile off) 20 

see sth out of the corner of your 
eye 52 

see/spot sth a mile off 23 

would not be seen dead 19 


be past / pass your sell-by date 40 
send/drive sb round the bend/twist 1, 
2,4,41 

send/put the cat among the 
pigeons 4,38 

pay lip service to 53 

have your heart set on sth 54 
not set the world on fire 33 

set alarm bells ringing 17 

set the stage for 46 

set your heart on sth 54 

set/put sb's mind at rest 55 
set/put the record straight 6 

be in seventh heaven 3 

shake like a leaf 43 

the shape of things to come 31 
all shapes and sizes 23 
shed/throw light on 9 

shift your ground 61 

take a shine to sb 22 

keep your shirt on 35 

would give you the shirt off their 
back 35 

be in sb's shoes 16 

have big shoes to fill 35 

step into sb's shoes 25 

talk shop 25 

cut a long story short 1,57 

in the short/medium/long term 31 
give ita shot/whirl 9 

have a shot at 39 

callthe shots 39 

a shoulder to cry on 49 

give sb the cold shoulder 49,51 
have a chip on your shoulder 49 
stand shoulder to shoulder 49 
shout your head off 50 

if push comes to shove 19 

the show must go on 46 

show sb the ropes 44 

come down on one side or the 
other 42 

get out of bed on the wrong side 42 
on the big/expensive, etc. side 14 
the other side of the coin 11 

to beon the safe side 9 

have a memory like a sieve 62 
lose sight of 6 

Out of sight, out of mind. 30 

be a sign of the times 31 

sign on the dotted line 58 

be as ugly as sin 62 

sing your heart out 46 

sb's heart sinks 54 

sit on the fence 42 

six of one and half a dozen of the 
other 12 

all shapes and sizes 23 
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by the skin of your teeth 17,53 
sb’s heart skips/misses a beat 54 
sleep like a log 43 

roll up your sleeves 35 

a slice/piece of the action 59 

the best/greatest thing since sliced 
bread 40 

a slime ball 2 

a slip of the tongue 27 

slip your mind 30 

be as slippery as an eel 62 
slog/sweat/work your guts out 55 
as sly/cunning as a fox 62 

a small fortune 23,24 

in small doses 23 

It's a small world. 12 

lose a small fortune 24 

make a small fortune 24 

small talk 27 

the small/fine print 28 

There's no smoke without fire. 33 
goup in smoke 33 

at asnail’s pace 38 

snail mail 38 

be snowed under 25 

a pillar of society 21 

have a soft spot for sb 22 

make a song and dance about 46 
be like a bear with a sore head 62 
stand/stick out like a sore thumb 47 
be out of sorts 3 

bare your soul/heart 54 

put your heart and soul into sth 54 
safe and sound 1,17 

sound like a broken record 46 
leave a sour taste in the mouth 40 
sour grapes 3 

put/throw a spanner in the works 45 
go spare 4 

Actions speak louder than words. 29 
speak your mind 28 

not be on speaking terms 4 

make a spectacle of yourself 46 
spend money like water 24 

It's no good / There's no point crying 
over spilt milk, 29 

aspin doctor 10 

have a soft spot for sb 22 

on the spot 26 

be in the spotlight 46 

spot/see sth a mile off 23 

spread like wildfire 33 

spread yourself too thin 8 

the word spread 26 

spring/come to mind 30 

on the spur of the moment 36 

go back to square one 36 

stab sb in the back 56 


the cards are stacked against you 20 
setthe stage for 46 

sb's stamping/stomping ground 61 
know where you stand 6 

not have a leg to stand on 49 
stand on your own two feet 48 
stand sb in good stead 60 

stand shoulder to shoulder 49 
stand the test of time 31 

stand your ground 2 

stand/hold your ground 61 
stand/stick out a mile 23 
stand/stick out like a sore thumb 47 
get off to a flying start 26 

start the ball rolling 36 

start/get off on the wrong foot 48 
state-of-the-art 45 

panic stations 17 

stay/be/get in touch with sb 22 
stand sb in good stead 60 

go under your own steam 45 

let off steam 45 

steer a middle course 44 

steer clear of 44 

step into sb's shoes 25 

step out of line 58 

step by step 26 

get (hold of) the wrong end of the 
stick 5 

stick to your guns 39 

stick/poke your nose into 53 
stick/put the knife in 2, 39 
stick/put your oar in 44 
stick/stand out a mile 23 
stick/stand out like a sore thumb 47 
alaughing stock 14 

have butterflies in your stomach 37 
sb's stomping/stamping ground 61 
get blood out of a stone 55 

kill two birds with one stone 1, 2, 38 
fall on stony ground 33 

pull out (all) the stops 25 

alikely story 27 

It's a long story. 57 

It's/That's the story of my life! 12 
cut a long story short 1,57 

keep a straight face 51 

look straight/right through sb 15 
put/set the record straight 6 

bein dire straits 8 

it's the last straw 29 

clutch at straws 8 

be (right) up your street/alley 41 
go from strength to strength 7 
strike a chord 46 

strike while the iron is hot 16 

How long is a piece of string? 57 
take a stroll/trip down memory 
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lane 30 

beas strong as an ox 62 

an uphill struggle/battle/fight 41 
be stuck in a rut 41 

stuff your face 2 

know your stuff 5 

a stumbling block 8 

sb/sth is a victim of their/its own 
success 7 

Such is life! 12 

follow suit 36 

suit sb down to the ground 61 
wish the ground would swallow you 
up 61 

sweat/slog/work your guts out 55 
have a sweet tooth 40 

be all sweetness and light 13 

be in full swing 26 

not (enough) room to swing a cat 38 
pick up the tab/bill 2, 24 

lay/put your cards on the table 36 
change tack 44 

try a different tack 44 

chase your tail 37 

take/get/have the bit between your 
teeth 37 

I can take it or leave it 12 

not take no for an answer 28 

take a back seat 56 

take a leaf out of sb's book 42 
take a long, hard look at sth 57 
take a shine to sb 22 

take a stroll/trip down memory 
lane 30 

take care of the pence/pennies 29 
take pot luck 20 

take sb/sth for granted 20 

take sth at face value 51 

take sth to heart 54 

take the bull by the horns 38 

take the law into your own hands 10 
take the mick/mickey 27 

take the plunge 36 

take your life into your hands 17 
take your hat off to someone 35 
take your pick 19 

take/follow a course of action 59 
take/get/have the bit between your 
teeth 37 

be all talk (and no action) 59 

small talk 27 

talk shop 25 

be a tall order 28 

red tape 34 

leave a sour taste in the mouth 40 
There's no accounting for taste(s)! 16 
teach sb a lesson 6 

tear/pull your hair out 51 


by the skin of your teeth 17,53 
fed up (to the back teeth) 4 
get/have/take the bit between your 
teeth 37 

grit your teeth 53 

in the teeth of sth 53 

lie through your teeth 1,53 
nine times out of ten 32 

in the short/medium/long term 31 
come to terms with 15 

not be on speaking terms 4 
anacid test 11 

stand the test of time 31 
Thanks a million! 12 

That's life! 12 

then and there 32 

there and then 32 

There's nothing to it! 12 

be thick on the ground 61 

Blood is thicker than water. 29 
athin/fine line 58 

be thin on the ground 61 

spread yourself too thin 8 

do your own thing 19 

make a big thing of 23 

one thing leads to another 16 
the best/greatest thing since sliced 
bread 40 

never/not do things/anything by 
halves 14 

the shape of things to come 31 
think better of sth 60 

think big 23 

think nothing of 15 

This is the life! 12 

atrain of thought 30 

give sb food for thought 6 

Bive you pause for thought 2 
have second thoughts 1,6 

hang by a thread 17 

beon the threshold of sth 31 

be thrilled to bits 3 

be at each other's throat 51 
bring a lump to your throat 15 
ram sth down sb's throat 51 
throw a curveball 36 

throw sb in the deep end 33 
throw the baby out with the 
bathwater 14 

throw/have a fit 4 

throw/put a spanner in the works 45 
throw/shed light on 9 

a rule of thumb 47 

be under sb's thumb 47 

give sth the thumbs down/up 47 
stand/stick out like a sore thumb 47 
tick over 45 

the tide turns 33 


tie up loose ends 9 

tie yourself (up) in knots 2, 11 
could do sth with one arm/hand tied 
behind your back 56 

tighten your belt 24 

How time flies! 12 

be only a matter of time 31 

before your time 31 

forthe time being 31 

from time immemorial 2 

give sb a hard/rough/tough time 
13,15 

have a lot of time for sb 31 

hitthe big time 7 

ina time warp 31 

in no time at all 32 

in the nick of time 31 

Long time no see. 57 

make up for lost time 31 

stand the test of time 31 

from time to time 32 

beasign ofthe times 31 

nine times out often 32 

(be) on the tip of your tongue 30, 53 
to hand 47 

toetheline 48 

keep sb on theirtoes 48 
toffee-nosed 21 

get your act together 59 

put two and two together 5 

as if there was/were no tomorrow 31 
like there's no tomorrow 31 

aslip of the tongue 27 

(be) on the tip of your tongue 30, 53 
bite your tongue 53 

too many cooks 29 

have a sweet tooth 40 

at the top of sb’s/the agenda 16 

at the top of the (career) ladder 25 
be on top of the world 3 

be over the top 16 

climb to the top of the career 
ladder 25 

off the top of your head 50 

be touch-and-go 20 

be out of touch with 5 

be/get/stay in touch with sb 22 

| wouldn't touch sb/sth with a barge 
pole. 19 

be a tough/hard act to follow 13 
give sb a tough/hard/rough time 1, 
13,15 

be off the beaten track 41 

be on the right track 41 

be on the wrong track 41 

keep track 26 

a train of thought 30 

the travel bug 37 


do the trick 7 

take a trip/stroll down memory 
lane 30 

be asking for trouble/it 13 

wear the trousers 35 

(not) ring true 27 

try a different tack 44 

try your hand at sth 47 

change your tune 46 

light at the end of the tunnel 9 
not turn a hair 51 

turn a blind eye 52 

turn heads 50 

turn your hand to sth 47 

turn your nose up 53 
when/while sb's back is turned 56 
the tide turns 33 

drive/send sb round the twist/bend 1, 
2,4,41 

twist sb's arm 49 

twist the knife 39 

two-time sb 22 

kill two birds with one stone 1,2,38 
stand on your own two feet 48 
the lesser of two evils 16 

put two and two together 5 

be as ugly as sin 62 

be under sb's thumb 47 

be under your feet 48 

go under your own steam 45 

an unknown quantity 23 
up-and-coming 21,25 

an uphill battle/fight/struggle 41 
be (right) up your alley/street 41 
be up in arms 39 

beup in the air 43 

make it up to sb 22 

on your way up 21 

upper-crust 43 

take sth at face value 51 

a vicious circle 11 

sb/sth is a victim of their/its own 
success 7 

be walking/floating on air 3 
afly onthe wall 37 

be banging/hitting your head against a 
brick wall 2,50 

come up against a brick wall 8 
drive sb up the wall 4 

wave a magic wand 9 

for want of a better word 27 

ina time warp 31 

wash your hands of sb/sth 47 

be (like) water off a duck's back 1,38 
be in deep water 33 

be in hot water 33 

be like a fish out of water 62 
Blood is thicker than water. 29 


English Idioms in Use Intermediate 


177 


178 


keep your head above water 50 
make sb's mouth water 40,53 
pour cold water on sth 33 
spend money like water 24 
wave a magic wand 9 

be on the same wavelength 45 
make waves 33 

be in a bad way 60 

come a long way 57 

get your own way 10 

go a long way 57 

go back a long way 57 

go out of your way to do sth 18 
No way! 12 

on your way up 21 

one way or another 16 

rub sb up the wrong way 4,22 
see how/which way the wind is 
blowing 33 

wear lots of different hats 35 
wear the trousers 35 

be a weight/load off your mind 55 
pull your weight 18 

leave well alone 17 
well-heeled 24 

well-off 24 

well-to-do 1,24 

when the chips are down 36 
know where you stand 6 

whet your appetite 40 

(not) be worth your while 19 


give it a whirl/shot 9 

in black and white 34 
white-collar 34 

There's no peace/rest for the 
wicked! 2 

be wide of the mark 36 

spread like wildfire 33 

get wind of sth 33 

sail close to the wind 44 

see how / which way the wind is 
blowing 33 

get your wires/lines crossed 45 
wish the ground would swallow 
youup 61 

be at your wits’ end 4 

a lone wolf 37 

a woman/man after your own 
heart 54 

by word of mouth 53 

for want of a better word 27 
get a word in edgeways 28 
have a word in sb's ear 53 

ina word 27 

not know the meaning of the word 28 
the word spread 26 

word for word 28 

Actions speak louder than words. 29 
be lost for words 27 

all work and no play 29 

be up to your ears/eyes (in work) 25 
have your work cut out 25 
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line of work 58 

Many hands make light work. 29 
work against the clock 32 

work like magic 7 

work/go like a dream 7 
work/go/run like clockwork 32 
work/slog/sweat your guts out 55 
put/throw a spanner in the works 45 
be on top of the world 3 

be out of this world 13 

It's a small world, 12 

not be the end of the world 3 

not set the world on fire 33 

the best of both worlds 60 

acanof worms 11,38 

go from bad to worse 60 

sb’s bark is worse than their bite 37 
be your own worst enemy 39 

if the worst comes to the worst 60 
(not) be worth your while 19 
wouldn’t dream of 15 

a nervous/quivering wreck 44 

be on the wrong track 41 

get (hold of) the wrong end of the 
stick 5 

get out of bed on the wrong side 42 
get/start off on the wrong foot 48 
rub sb up the wrong way 4, 22 
from/since the year dot 31 

keep yourself to yourself 22 
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GE Using this book 


Why was this book written? 


It was written to help you take your knowledge of idioms to a more advanced level. The ability to use 
idioms accurately and appropriately is an indicator that you have a truly advanced level of English, 
and so this book pays attention to the productive use of idioms as well as to the comprehension 

of their meaning. Many of you will have already worked with English Idioms in Use Intermediate, 

and this book builds on the work done there. However, it does not matter if you have gained your 
knowledge of idioms in a different way. We do not assume that you have used English Idioms in Use 
Intermediate, although we do present and practise different idioms from those that were presented 
in the lower-level book. 


How were the idioms in this book selected? 


The idioms which are presented in this book were mainly selected from those identified as significant 
by the CANCODE corpus of spoken English, developed at the University of Nottingham in association 
with Cambridge University Press, and the Cambridge International Corpus of written and spoken 
English (now known as the Cambridge English Corpus). The idioms selected are all also to be found 
in the Cambridge Advanced Learner's Dictionary 4^ Edition, where you can find additional usage notes 
and examples. You can search this dictionary online by going to the following website: 


http://dictionary.cambridge.org 


How is the book organised? 


The book has 60 two-page units. The left-hand page explains the idioms that are presented in the 
unit. You will usually find an explanation of the meaning of the idiom, an example of it in use and, 
where appropriate, some comments on when and how it is used. The exercises on the right-hand 
page check that you have understood the information on the left-hand page and give you practice in 
using the material presented. 


The units are organised into seven sections: 


Learning about idioms (Units 1-8) gives important information relating to idioms in general, such as 
what they are and how to use them accurately. 


Types of idiom (Units 9-13) looks at some different types of idiom, dealing with such areas as Similes 
and idioms from other languages. 


Idioms from the topic area of ... (Units 14-24) focuses on idioms originating from different topic 
areas. For example, a great many idioms in English are based on sailing, a result of Britain's history 
as an island with a strong dependence on the sea. This section therefore opens with a unit dealing 
with idioms originating from the topic area of Sailing. Other units in this section deal with, for 
example, idioms based on Parts of the body, Games and sport and Literature. Many of us find it 
interesting to learn about the origins of idioms, and studying them in this way can also help to fix 
their meaning in your memory. 


Idioms to talk about ... (Units 25-38) focuses on the topic areas where certain idioms are frequently 
used. For instance, there are units dealing with idioms used when talking about Money, about Society 
or about Problems. 


Idioms used in ... (Units 39-41) looks at three types of writing where distinct types of idioms are 
used - Journalism, Advertising and Formal writing. 


Idioms used in conversation (Units 42-47) presents idioms used in conversations from a functional 
point of view. For example, there are units dealing with Telling stories, Agreeing and disagreeing and 
Emphasising. 

Idioms using these keywords (Units 48-60) groups idioms according to the keywords that they centre 
on. Unit 53, for instance, presents and practises idioms using the word hand, while Unit 59 focuses 
on idioms using the verb fall. 
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The book also contains a key and an index, listing the idioms we deal with and indicating the units 
where they can be found. 


How should I use this book? 


We strongly recommend that you do the first two units in the book first - What are idioms? and When 
and how are idioms used? - as these give you basic information that underpins all the other units. 
After that, you may work on the units in any order that you prefer. 


What else do I need in order to work with this book? 


You need a notebook or file so that you can write down the idioms that you study in the book as well 
as any others that you come across elsewhere. 


You also need to have access to a good dictionary. We strongly recommend the Cambridge Advanced 
Learner's Dictionary, as this gives you exactly the kind of information that you need to have about 
idioms. Your teacher, however, may also be able to recommend other dictionaries that you may 

find useful. 


So all that remains is to say if you want to stand out from the crowd (Unit 40), start studying the 
idioms in this book. There's no time like the present! (Unit 40). We hope you'll find this an enjoyable 
and useful way to keep up and extend your knowledge of English idioms in use. 
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What are idioms? 


Formulaic language 
Idioms are a type of formulaic language. Formulaic language consists of fixed expressions 
which you learn and understand as units rather than as individual words, for example: 


type of formulaic language examples 


greetings and good wishes Hi there! See you soon! Happy birthday! 


prepositional phrases at the moment, in a hurry, from time to time 


sayings, proverbs and quotations It's a small world! Don't put all your eggs in one basket. To be or 


not to be - that is the question. 


compounds car park, bus stop, home-made 


phrasal verbs take off, look after, turn down 


collocations blonde hair, deeply disappointed 


Idioms 
Idioms are fixed combinations of words whose meaning is often difficult to guess from the 
meaning of each individual word. 


For example, if | say ‘I put my foot in it the other day at Linda's house - | asked her if she 
was going to marry Simon’, what does it mean? If you do not know that put your foot in 
it means say something accidentally which upsets or embarrasses someone, it is difficult to 
know exactly what the sentence means. It has a non-literal or idiomatic meaning. 


Idioms are constructed in different ways, and this book gives you practice in a wide variety 
of types of idiom. Here are some examples: 


Tim took a shine to [immediately liked] his teacher. (verb + object + preposition) 

The band's number one hit was just a flash in the pan [something that happens only once] 
(idiomatic noun phrase) 

Little Jimmy has been as quiet as a mouse [extremely quiet] all day. (simile. See Unit 9 for 
more similes.) 

We arrived safe and sound [safely]. (binomial. See Unit 10 for more binomials.) 


Idioms are often based on everyday things and ideas, for example, the human body: 
Mark and Alistair don't see eye to eye. [don't agree with each other] 


How can I use idioms? 

Many idioms are quite informal, so use them carefully. You will need to be able to 
understand a lot of idioms if you want to read English fiction, newspapers or magazines, 
or understand TV shows, films and songs. People also often use idioms for humour or to 
comment on themselves, other people and situations. 


You will sound more natural and fluent if you can use idioms in everyday conversation or 
informal writing. Be careful not to use too many, though! 


Language 


The words and word order of idioms are usually fixed, and we cannot change them in 
any way. For example, we cannot say gave a shine to or sound and safe. 
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1.1 


1.2 


1.3 


1.4 


Exercises 


Read the beginning of this story and label the type of formulaic language used in the 
words in bold. Use the information in A opposite to help you. 


Underline the seven idioms in the rest of the story you read in 1.1. 


Choose the correct answer. 


1 His first novel was just a) a flash in a pan  b)aflash ofthe pan c) a flash in the pan. 
2 | think Philip has a) given ashineto b)takenashineto c) gota shine to his new babysitter. 
3 | hope you have a good trip and come home a) safely and soundly b) sound and safe 
C) safe and sound. 
4 Ohdear! | think I’ve a) had a footin it b) put myfootinit c) got my foot in it! 
5 Kate is really noisy, but her best friend is a) as quietas a cat b) as quiet as a mouse 
C) as quiet like a mouse. 


Look at these newspaper headlines. Each one has an idiom based on a part of the 
human body. What do you think they mean? Choose the correct answer. 


University goes cap in hand to " 
finance minister 
Ero | pem 


1 Auniversity a) apologises to the minister b) asks the minister for financial help 
C) awards the minister a great honour. 
2 An airline a) has refused to pay the costs b) sends the bill to someone else 
C) will pay the costs. 
3 Rita Soraz is a) loved by everyone in Hollywood b) hated by everyone in Hollywood 
c) missed by everyone in Hollywood. 
4 The government is a) refusing to face a difficult situation b) about to resign 
c) making unpopular plans. 
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When and how are idioms used? 


Idioms and change 

Idioms frequently change in English. Although many idioms last for a long time, some 
disappear very quickly. Therefore, some idioms that were popular 50 years ago may sound 
very old-fashioned and odd today. For example, the idiom as stiff / straight as a ramrod 
[sitting or standing with a very straight and stiff back] is not frequently used nowadays. It is 
therefore important to be careful if you learn an idiom from, say, an older novel, as it may 
sound unnatural if you use it in your own speech or writing. In this book we focus only on 
up-to-date idioms which are still commonly used. 


What are idioms used for? 

* For emphasis, e.g. ‘The singer's second album sank like a stone. [failed completely] 

* Toagree with a previous speaker, e.g. 

A: Did you notice how Lisa started listening when you said her name? 
B: Yes, that certainly made her prick her ears up. [start listening carefully] 

* To comment on people, e.g. ‘Did you hear Tom has been invited for dinner with the 
prime minister? He's certainly gone up in the world!’ [gained a better social position - or 
more money - than before] 

* To comment on a situation, e.g. ‘The new finance minister wants to knock the economy 
into shape? [take action to get something into a good condition] 

* Tomake an anecdote more interesting, e.g. ‘It was just one disaster after another today, 
a sort of domino effect. [when something, usually bad, happens and causes a series of other 
things to happen] 

* Tocatch the reader's eye. Idioms - particularly those with strong images - are often 
used in headlines, advertising slogans and the names of small businesses. The writer 
may play with the idiom or make a pun (a joke involving a play on words) in order to 
create a special effect, e.g. a debt of dishonour instead of the usual debt of honour. [a 
debt that you owe someone for moral rather than financial reasons] 

* Toindicate membership of a particular group, e.g. surfers drop in on someone, 
meaning to get on a wave another surfer is already on. This kind of group-specific idiom 
is outside the focus of this book. 


Where will you see or hear idioms? 

You will see and hear idioms in all sorts of speaking and writing. They are particularly 
common in everyday conversation and in popular journalism. For example, they are often 
found in magazine horoscopes, e.g. You'll spend much of this week licking your wounds 
[trying to recover from a bad experience], or in problem pages, e.g. ‘Do you think that my 
relationship has run its course?' [come to a natural end] However, idioms are also used in 
more formal contexts, such as lectures, academic essays and business reports, e.g. ‘It is 
hoped the regulations will open the door to better management: [let something new start] 
See Unit 41 for more idioms used in formal writing. 


Language help 


Look out for idioms being used in headlines and advertisements. Make a note of any 
interesting examples that you find. 
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2.1 


2.2 


2.3 


2.4 


Exercises 


Are these sentences true or false? If the answer is false, say why. 


Few idioms stay in frequent usage for a long time. 

Your English may sound unnatural if you use certain idioms. 
Idioms can be used for dramatic effect. 

Idioms are frequently used to comment on people and situations. 
Headline writers always use idioms in their correct form. 

Idioms are only used in some types of speaking and writing. 
Newspapers and magazines are a good place to find idioms in use. 
Idioms are not used in academic writing. 


oo NoN 4» C) N20 FE 


Complete each idiom. 


1 Myessayis really not very good. Could you please help me knock it into 


2t sitimeyouistopped eem nao an your wounds and got back to your normal life. 

3 Although the film cost a lot of money to make, it enjoyed no success at all; in fact, it sank 
likSiae o oer m ts ; 

4 There was a kind of domino eaer rne when Jill left the company. Others in her 


team decided to follow her example, and that then gave the idea to other employees too. 
5 Ben and Sarah went out together for a long time, but the relationship eventually ran its 
unc ee ee ee - they're both happily married to other people now. 
6 anhexhildrenmesee ee c T up their ears when they heard the word ‘chocolate’. 


Which idioms do these pictures make you think of? 


© Yy 


Answer these questions. 


1 Would Going up in the world be a better name for a mountain-climbing organisation or 
a furniture business? 

2 Would Knock yourself into shape be a better slogan for dance classes or a boxing club? 

3 Would Let things run their course be advising someone to act quickly or to be patient? 

4 Ifa headline mentioned a debt of honour, would it be suggesting that the law or the person's 
conscience should be encouraging them to pay something back? 

5 Would This'll make you prick your ears up be a better slogan for a hi-fi company or an earring 
business? 


Over to 


Do an Internet search for ‘company names with puns’. Find three puns that 
you can explain. 
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Using reference resources 


At advanced level, your aim will be not only to understand idioms, but also to use them 
accurately and appropriately. This book will help you achieve these aims. There are other 
resources which you should use too. 


Dictionaries 

To help you study idioms, you need a good learner's dictionary, ideally one which 
focuses on idioms. The Cambridge Advanced Learner's Dictionary gives you examples 

of how idioms are used and also gives information on their use, e.g. whether they are 
used humorously, or informally, or in a more literary context. It also highlights the most 
important idioms to learn. You can access this dictionary online at www.dictionary. 
cambridge.org. The best learner's dictionaries are corpus-based, i.e. they focus on idioms 
that people actually use and give authentic examples of their use. English Idioms in Use 
Advanced is based on the Cambridge International Corpus, which is a collection of over 
one billion words of real spoken and written English. Here is an example of how idioms are 
presented in the Cambridge Advanced Learner's Dictionary: 


like it or lump it informal 
if you tell someone to like it or lump it, you 
mean they must accept a situation they do 
not like, because they cannot change it « The 
fact remains, that's all we're going to pay him 
and he can like it or lump it. « Like it or lump it, 
romantic fiction is read regularly by thousands. 


The Internet 
You can use the Internet to find out more about the meanings and origins of idioms, and to 
see more examples of their use. 


* The website http://www.phrases.org.uk lists the meanings and origins of many idioms, 
and the site provides examples of how the idioms are used. There is also a link to a 
Phrase Finder Facebook page, where you can ask questions about the meaning and 
origin of idioms. 

* Use a search engine such as Google to find further examples of idioms in use. You could 
specify the context in which you want to find examples, for example by typing 'like it or 
lump it news’, to find examples of the idiom used in newspaper headlines or articles. 


Vocabulary notebooks 

Always make good, detailed notes about idioms in your vocabulary notebook. Include an 
example of the idiom in context, as well as its meaning. Add any notes about its usage, e.g. 
informal or literary. Doing a quick drawing of an idiom may help you to learn it. 


Each time they asked him a question, he was like a rabbit caught in the headlights. 


The speaker unfortunately looked like a rabbit caught in the headlights during 

most of the discussion. ^ E 

= looked very frightened, unable to move or think 2. ; 
SL | 


(also deer instead of rabbit?) 
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3.1 


3.2 


3.3 


3.4 


3.5 


Exercises 


Answer these questions. Use the information in A opposite to help you. 


1 What two things does a good learner's dictionary do, as well as explain the meaning of idioms? 


2 
3 


How much language and what kind of language is in the Cambridge International Corpus? 
What does the dictionary say about the usage of like it or lump it? 


Use the Cambridge Advanced Learner's Dictionary (book or online) to match each 
idiom on the left with the label used in the dictionary on the right. Can you explain 
the meaning of the idioms? 


1 getoff your backside informal 

2 have occasion to do something formal 

3 the shit hits the fan slang 

4 know something inside out old-fashioned 

5 notsoil your hands offensive 

6 send someone to Coventry humorous 

7 pigs might fly literary 

Complete each sentence with an idiom from 3.2. You may need to change the form of 
the verb. 

1 Henry will help you deal with these forms. He sss the system 

2 They think he's the boss of the criminal gang, but he never... 


am BW 


7 


by committing crimes personally. 
Joey can be so lazy. | wish he'd s : 

iliwonjt be late toiwonkseveragalm.: Olyess aridi. oce riie I 
If Greg finds out what you've done, 


| live very close to the hospital, but luckily l've never .......... een  e anain 


go there. 
Sheihadllieditoxhemyandisoxtheyaesesoemonr mele er iene Io en A 


Search for “like it or lump it” in the two ways described in B on the opposite page. 
What information did you get? 


Underline the eight idioms in this newspaper article. What do you think each idiom 
means? Use a dictionary to help you. 


SPORTS MINISTER HOPPING MAD 


John Hamilton has made a name 
for himself by running a tight 
ship at the Ministry of Sport. 
So it was no surprise to his staff 
that he reportedly ‘went spare’ 
when he learnt what had been 
going on behind his back. Two 
of his leading advisors had been 


feathering their own nests with 
government money intended for 
young people’s sports organisa- 
tions. ‘Such behaviour is quite 
beyond the pale, said Hamilton, 
*and the two people concerned 
have already been given the sack’. 
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Common metaphors in idioms 


What is a metaphor? 

Metaphors describe a person, object or situation by comparing it to something else with 
similar characteristics. They are often used in poetry and literature. In Shakespeare's 
Romeo and Juliet, for example, Romeo says ‘Juliet is my sun, suggesting that she is the 
most important force in his life, bringing him light and warmth. 


Many idioms are based on metaphors. However, idioms are expressions that are used 

so frequently and are so fixed in the language that people often do not think about the 
metaphors behind them. The metaphors used in idioms are therefore much less original 
and thought-provoking than those used in literary contexts. People say, for example, ‘The 
new president was / took centre stage at the meeting' [was the most important or noticeable 
thing or person], without thinking of the original image of a theatre. 


Work = war 

The language of idioms seems to suggest that English speakers see work and business life 
as a kind of war, with many work and business idioms based on images connected with 
war and fighting. For example, companies launch marketing campaigns, and they may 
join forces with one another. Business people might say that a situation is a minefield [is 
potentially dangerous] or that a company is a casualty of a difficult economic situation [was 
badly affected by it]. A manager may pull rank on his employees [use the power his position 
gives him to make them do something], and he may have to get / take the flak for a problem 
[receive strong criticism]. An employee may be given or get his marching orders [lose his 
job]. See Unit 15 for more idioms based on war and conflict. 


Understanding = seeing 

Idioms often equate seeing with understanding. For example, we talk about seeing sense 
or seeing reason [becoming sensible / reasonable] or seeing the point [understanding the 
importance of something]. Similarly, if someone sees the joke, they understand it. To see 
the light can mean to suddenly understand something. 


Some other metaphors 

Emotion = colour 

Red can suggest anger, e.g. ‘My brother saw red when | broke his phone,’ Black is often 
associated with unpleasant feelings: if you get a black mark for something, it means 
people think you have done something bad, and they will remember it in future. 


Life = a journey 

If someone is at a crossroads, they are at a stage in life when they have to make an 
important decision. If you say that you are going / getting nowhere, you mean you are 
making no progress. If you say something is taking you into uncharted territory / waters, 
you mean it is taking you into unknown areas of experience. 


Life = a gamble 

If you have something up your sleeve, you have a secret plan or idea (someone playing 
cards for money may hide a card up their sleeve). If you bluff your way into or out of a 
situation, you get yourself there by deception in the same way that a gambler may bluff 
(pretend to be in a weaker or stronger position than is really the case). 


Language ; 
Noticing the metaphors underlying many idioms will help you understand and learn 
them. Look out for other common concepts such as time = money. 
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4.1 


4.2 


4.3 


4.4 


Exercises 


Answer these questions. Use the information in A opposite to help you. 


1 
2 
3 
4 


How do metaphors describe people, objects and situations? 

In what kind of writing are metaphors frequently used? 

How are the metaphors used in literary contexts different from those used in idioms? 
Why do you think it can sometimes be useful for you to be aware of the origins of idioms? 


Which idioms do these pictures make you think of? 


Complete each idiom. 


Tax legislation can be a sl 
follow. 

Our company is planning tOna 
Shouting at his manager got Tom a black 
lm sure your boss will 
At first | didn’t see the 


at work. 
sense eventually and agree to your plan. 
of going to university or college, but then | saw 


ue ek ce and realised studying would give me more choices for the future. 
If she doesn't offer to write the report, VU cunts rank on her and tell her to do it. 
Nooristo Lyco eon 2s a crossroads in her life now that she has finished her medical 


degree. She has to decide what she is going to specialise in. 
George doesn't know much about the job, but I’m sure he'll be able to sussun: 
his way through the interview. 


Replace the underlined part of each sentence with an idiom. 


oU 0 hN Ee 


Everyone else was laughing, but Katie couldn't understand what was funny. 

Eva is making no progress with her research. 

BritTel is going to work together with SatCom to lobby the government. 

The teacher was furious when Matt refused to do his homework. 

The errors in the report really weren't Sam's fault, but he was blamed for them. 

Tina is hoping her father will eventually become more reasonable and let her drive the 
family car. 

Unfortunately, my brother's transport business was very seriously affected by the rise in 
fuel prices. 

As the president of a major company, Ross is used to being the focus of attention. 
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5 Using idioms accurately 


All the examples in this unit come from the Cambridge Learner Corpus. This is a collection 
of over 95,000 exam scripts by students from over 190 countries taking Cambridge ESOL 
exams. The errors in this unit were actually made by learners in advanced-level exams, 
including CAE, Proficiency and IELTS (level 6*). 


A major difficulty with idioms is that they are fixed expressions which cannot be changed - 


except when you are deliberately playing with the language. It is therefore very important 
to use idioms accurately. See Unit 6 for more information on playing with idioms. 


Getting the keywords right 

You say that rising unemployment figures are just the tip of the iceberg [a small part of a 
much bigger problem], NOT the tep of the iceberg. 

You say that the state is responsible for its citizens' welfare from the cradle to the grave 
[from birth to death], NOT from the cradle to the coffin. 

If you want to talk about people that you do not know or that you do not think are 
important, you can say every Tom, Dick and / or Harry could do that job, NOT every Tem- 
and-lerry! 

If you pay for something yourself, you pay for it out of your own pocket, NOT out of your 
own wallet. 


If someone is in a bad mood, you can say they are like a bear with a sore head, NOT like a 
bear with a sore throat. 


When you remember the past nostalgically, you talk about the good old days, NOT the 
good old time. 


To say that someone or something will not exist for much longer, you can say their days 
are numbered, NOT their days are counted. 


To talk about limiting someone's freedom, you can use the idiom to clip someone's 
wings, NOT to eut someone's wings. 


Getting the details right 


Using idioms accurately also means getting even the little words exactly right. 


You must not add articles where they are not needed: someone has a spirit of adventure 
[enthusiasm for adventurous activities], NOT spirit of aa adventure. You must not leave out 
articles either: fashion can be described as up-to-the-minute [new], NOT up-te-minute. 


Take care with prepositions too: someone can be at a loss for words [not know what to say], 
NOT at a loss ef words. 


Make sure that you also use singular and plural forms correctly: you talk about a couple 
tying the knot [getting married (informal)], NOT tying-the-knets. 


Word order is very important too: you can be sick and tired of something [angry and 
bored], NOT tired-and-sick of it. 


Language 


Translating idioms word for word can cause problems. For example, we make a 
mountain out of a molehill [make a small difficulty seem like a serious problem], NOT 


make-an-elephant-eut-of-a-meuse. Always check in a good dictionary before translating 


an idiom from your own language. 
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5.2 


5.3 


5.4 


Exercises 


Which idioms do these pictures make you think of? 


APERSON | 
1940-2015 E 


Are the idioms in these sentences used correctly? If not, correct them. 


1 My sister is always buying up-to-minute gadgets. 

2 I’m sick and tired of listening to him complaining all the time. 

3 My grandad's always talking about good old days. 

4 They've been engaged for six months but haven't made any plans about when they're 
going to tie the knots. 

5 Magda was at a loss for words when her son told her he had quit his new job. 

6 Engineering isn't the kind of job that every Tom, Dick or Henry could do. 


Complete each idiom. 


1c Donitimakessuchtaienzo5d85x o alms out of a molehill. 
2 Everyone uses mobile phones now, so the days of the landline are „i ; 
3 My:son’s gotiaiteal £255 UR. of adventure. He's going travelling around the 


world for a year. 

4 We won free train tickets to Paris in the competition, but we had to pay for the hotel out 
of; ouf OW tide ess i 

5 Freddie keeps shouting at everyone today. | don't know why he's behaving like a 
ctetuer dem mta with a sore head. 


Here are some errors made with idioms by candidates in advanced-level exams. Can 
you correct them? Looking up the word in brackets in a good idioms dictionary should 
help you find the correct idiom. 


1 You'll pass your driving test if you really want to - where there's a will, there's a power. 
[WILL] 

2 | get bored if | always do the same things at the weekend - change is a spice of life. 
[VARIETY] 

3 Sh! Be quiet! There's no need to talk at the top of your head. [TOP] 

4 He never saves any money. He spends whatever he has. Easy coming easy going is his 
motto. [EASY] 

5 |was so upset when | failed the exam. | wept my eyes out of my head. [CRY] 

6 She'sa total optimist - she always manages to look the good part. [LOOK] 
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Playing with idioms 


People often play with idioms for humorous effect or to make something more 
memorable. This wordplay is particularly common in journalism and advertising. See Unit 
40 for more examples of idioms used in advertising. 


Memorable names for businesses 


Here are some catchy names of hairdressers' salons. 


name of salon explanation 


FRINGE BENEFITS 


Fringe benefits are something extra you get because of your job in addition to your 
pay, e.g. a company car. A fringe is the hair that hangs down over your forehead. 


BLOWN AWAY 


If you are blown away by something (e.g. a performance or a piece of music), 
it amazes you because it is so good. A hairdresser blows hair dry with a hair dryer. 


WAVELENGTHS 


If two people are on the same wavelength, they think in the same way. People 
often have, or want, waves in their hair. 


amp News headlines 


News headlines often play with idioms in some way, to attract people to read the article. 


headline 


DELIVERY DELAYS PART AND PARCEL OF POST 
OFFICE PROBLEMS 

Recent delays in the postal service are symptoms 
of wider problems, a government report claims. 


explanation 


a necessary part of an event or experience which 
cannot be avoided. (The Post Office delivers 
letters and parcels.) 


FIREWORKS FUND BURNING A HOLE IN THE 
POCKET OF CITY COUNCIL 

The city council today voted to spend £100,000 on 
a massive public fireworks display. 


OPTICIANS FAIL TO SEE EYE TO EYE 

The National Association of British Opticians 
(NABO) today disagreed about a new set of 
standards for the industry. 


If you have money burning a hole in your pocket, 
you want to spend it as soon as possible. 
(Fireworks burn, and if one burnt in your pocket, 
it would make a hole!) 


If two people do not see eye to eye, they 
disagree with each other. (Opticians care for 
people's eyes and help them see better.) 


THEATRE MANAGERS FINALLY GET THEIR ACT 
TOGETHER 

The managers of the Cleo Theatre have come up 
with a rescue package to save the theatre. 


AGRICULTURAL REFORM POLICY - FARMERS SIT 
ON THE FENCE 

The Farmers' Union has stated that it remains 
neutral over the latest plans for reform. 


CHESS COMPUTER BEATEN BY HUMAN - 
DESIGNERS ARE BACK TO SQUARE ONE 
Software engineers now have to rethink the 
design of the Redray software that failed to work 
as planned. 
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organise themselves so that they do things 
efficiently (informal). (Actors act in a theatre, 
and performers have an act which they 
perform.) 


delay making a decision when they have to 
choose between two different options in a 
dispute. 

(Farms often have fences which separate the 
fields.) 


have to work on a plan from the beginning 
again because a previous attempt failed and the 
progress made was wasted. (A chessboard has 
64 squares on it.) 


6.1 


6.2 


6.3 


6.4 


Exercises 


Look at the salon names in A opposite. Which idioms do these pictures make you 
think of? 


1 


These sentences all use idioms from the opposite page. Why are they humorous? 
Use a dictionary to find both the idiomatic and literal meanings of the expressions 
if necessary. 


1 | was offered a job at a hairdresser's salon but the fringe benefits weren't very good, 
so | turned it down. 

2 Both John and Emma work as newsreaders for the local radio station, so I'm not surprised 
they're always on the same wavelength. 

3 The audience were blown away by Tom's solo in the wind instrument competition. 

4 Walking a lot and carrying heavy bags is part and parcel of working as a postman. 

5 Thetwo film stars have got their act together and resolved their marital problems. 


Complete each idiom. 


1 The money was burning nobanots my pocket. 

2 Her two brothers don't see s and haven't spoken to each other for 
over a year. 

3 Learning how to manage your finances is part of becoming an adult. 

4 TUS EIOTelVOVU BOL s oeieo ine o and found a job! 

5 The president refused to make a decision and was accused of sitting „ssiri : 

6 My computer crashed, so l'm back tO raon IRAIN NE Raras with my assignment. 

Match the idioms on the left with the companies or organisations on the right. 

1 BACK TO SQUARE ONE m a a delivery firm 

2 GETTING OUR ACT TOGETHER ie b a gardening company 

3 PART AND PARCEL e| c acompany that makes board games 

4 SITTING ON THE FENCE a d alocal drama club 


Over to 


What products, organisations or services do you think these idioms from other units in 
this book could be used to advertise? 


it never rains but it pours (Unit 11) 
fighting fit (Unit 47) 
two left feet (Unit 50) 
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Í Idioms from other varieties of English 


In this book we focus mainly on idioms which are widely understood throughout the 
English-speaking world. However, there are many other idioms which are typical of specific 
English-speaking countries, such as the US, Scotland, Australia and South Africa. There is 
not space in this book to include idioms from all these different countries, but a few idioms 
from the US are included here for interest. 


precor) Idioms from the US 


Many US idioms originate from baseball. For example, if you do 
something right off the bat, you do it immediately; if you throw 
someone a curveball, you surprise them with something difficult 
or unpleasant to deal with. If someone is batting a thousand, they 
are doing something extremely well, better than they had hoped. If 
someone drops the ball, they do something stupid or careless. 


Other examples of US idioms: 

He's trying to catch some 2’s/z1:s/. [sleep (informal)] 

The store is fresh out of tomatoes. [has just finished or sold all its supply] 
His advice isn't worth a dime. [has little or no value] 


TE Variations between British and American English 
There are sometimes slightly different forms of idioms in US and British English. Here are 
some examples: 


British English idiom | US English idiom 


the icing on the cake 


fight like cat and dog 


meaning 


the frosting on the cake something that makes a good thing even better 


fight like cats and dogs argue violently all the time 


donkey work grunt work hard, boring work 


used informally to describe something the 
speaker finds very annoying 


Aa hanta ina EDO ad Tet oo 
cry a lot (informal) 


take the biscuit take the cake 


weep buckets cry buckets 


cold cash money in the form of cash or notes, not a 
cheque or credit card 


hard cash 


like the cat that ate the very pleased with oneself (informal, usually 
canary collocates with ‘look’, ‘grin’ or ‘smile’) 


like the cat that got the 
cream 


Language 


Idioms that are used mainly in one specific country will often not be easily understood 


by native English speakers from other parts of the world. You may not see or hear them 
outside the countries where they originate, so it's safer to use the idioms in this unit 
when you are in the appropriate country. 
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7.1 


7.2 


7.3 


7.4 


Exercises 


Complete each US idiom. 


1 lm exhausted after such a difficult day at work. I’M going tO try to sss some 
z’s before | have to go out again this evening. 

2. l'matraidiwelreeet A eee out of milk. Try next door - maybe they have some. 

3 Will was doing well at college until he had some problems with his girlfriend and 
E Se cotto Br te tt the ball. 


4 Joe is very efficient - he always deals with jobs right off the 

5 Herring may look expensive, but it isn't ss 3 

oxRaclielisibattirig am... at the moment - she's making a great success of her 
new job. 

7 Thespeaker found it hard to answer the questions. He clearly wasn't expecting the audience to 
E UN. him so many curveballs. 


Is each speaker more likely to be from the US or from Britain? 


1 You have to pay the deposit for hiring the boat in cold cash. 

2 Rhiannon and her sister have always fought like cat and dog. 

3 It was such a sad film - | wept buckets. 

4 There's a lot of grunt work to be done before we can open the new restaurant. 
5 Having such perfect weather on holiday was the frosting on the cake. 

6 Having to stay late at work on a holiday weekend really took the biscuit. 

7 What's happened? You look like the cat that got the cream. 


Rewrite the sentences in 7.2. If the speaker used US idioms, change them to the 
equivalent British idiom and vice versa. 


Which idioms do these pictures make you think of? 
2 


Over to 


Find out more about a variety of English that interests you by going to the website 


http://www.world-english.org/accent.htm. The site includes recordings so you can 
listen to the speech of people from different regions too. 
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E Where do new idioms come from? 


As Units 15-24 show, many English idioms have very deep roots in history and culture. 
They have their origins in traditional skills, such as sailing (Unit 14), and in such areas as 
war (Unit 15), ancient myths (Unit 20) and literature (Unit 22). 


However, new idioms evolve all the time from TV, advertising, politics and business. These 
idioms often quickly become expressions understood and used by many people in their 
everyday lives. Some of these idioms will be popular for a few years but then get forgotten; 
others may last. In this unit, we look at some examples of common, but relatively new, idioms. 


OE Some modern idioms 


example 


meaning 


Is Madonna still the first lady of pop? 


the expert, or the best (by analogy with how the wife of a US 
president is referred to as the First Lady) 


This programme looks at one couple's 
experience of living next to neighbours 
from hell. 


People frequently refer to difficult people or unpopular 
things as being the ... from hell, e.g. the neighbours from hell 
or the airport from hell. 


That young politician was in the news 
every day for weeks, but now he seems 
to have fallen off the radar. 


been forgotten 


Sofia is a wonderful nurse. She’ll always | make an extra big effort or do things that are more than is 
go the extra mile for her patients. strictly necessary 


The website www.cheapholidays.org does exactly what it claims to do 
does exactly what it says on the tin. 


Finding out what really happened islike | difficult to understand or describe because it is not clear or 
nailing jelly to a wall. focused enough 


I’m cool with that. I’m happy with a suggestion 


It doesn't float my boat! | don't agree with what you like or are interested in. (Also 
Whatever floats your boat!) 


I'm fed up with him big time. / He's into 
judo big time. 


extremely 


ONERE Modern conversational fixed expressions 


If you do not want to discuss anything further, you can say ‘That’s it! End of (story)! 


If you think that someone is telling you about very personal things that you do not want to 
hear about, you can stop them by saying 'Too much information! 


If a friend starts talking about a subject you do not want to discuss, you could respond 
‘Don’t even go there!’ 
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8.1 


8.2 


8.3 


8.4 


Exercises 


Look at B opposite. Are the idioms in these sentences used correctly? If not, 
correct them. 


1 You have to be prepared to go the further mile if you want to get promoted. 

2 Whatever happened to that pop star you used to like so much? He seems to have completely 
fallen off the radar now. 

3 This shampoo is great - it does exactly what it writes on the tin. 

4 l'd never share an apartment with her - she'd be the flatmate of hell. 

5 Stella McCartney is often called the ‘first lady of fashion’. 


Complete the dialogue with idioms from B and C opposite. Use one word per space. 


Jo: Hi, Meg. Great to see you again. Where's Kate? 
Meg: She just texted. She's not coming. Apparently she's really sick and has been throwing 


up all night. 

Jo gee tL) ci aito RE ed E stt ae ot dodi Macte cde e cusa ! | don't want to know! 
What shall we do then? 

Meg: | really want to go that new photography exhibition. 

Jot eM mrm02) P quoc 1. as accen dpi ceat di on c ot dossier hes 
rant e rid HikrioWLyOUe toas)! E A E E neget EE EL eec E 
but lm not. How about the cinema instead? 

MEE NESAS DIEA EAE AEE EIS Ae EM Ea aE. E E EE 
VIT . Is Matt coming too? 

JOINE TENE Som aie Daves t ONU Hoch dort MEME Ss DE SIRE DUI I OO US con ats ! 
We broke up. 

Meg: Really? What happened? 

Jo: “idon’ewanttottalkaboutit:: We'retinisheds (6) inne c cem MERI ! 


Which idioms do these pictures make you think of? 


` 
Col 6 5. 
Te 


Do these sentences make sense? Explain why / why not. 


1 It could be fun to live next door to the neighbours from hell. 

2 Tilly's father was happy about her plans to marry, but her mother was cool with it. 

3 Rani loves that painter's work, but it doesn't float my boat. 

4 Getting him to say what he thinks is like nailing jelly to a wall - he's always honest and open. 
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What are similes? 


Similes are expressions which compare two things; they always include the words as or 
like. You can use similes to make your spoken and written English more colourful and your 


comparisons more powerful. For example: 


My brother's as thin as a rake. [extremely thin] 

The baby's skin is as smooth as silk. [extremely smooth] 

Pilar is as bright as a button. [extremely clever] 

| slept really well, so | feel as fresh as a daisy this morning. [extremely fresh 


and full of energy] 


George ran like the wind to get the message to Paula before she left. [ran 


extremely fast] 


| don't want to go in the car with Lottie. She drives like a maniac! [drives fast and badly] 
My new sweater fits like a glove. I'm so pleased with it. [fits extremely well] 
The two men were in the next room, but | could hear every word they said as clear as 


crystal. [very clearly] 


Ben claimed to be as poor as a church mouse, but we knew he was rich. [very poor] 
As Beth walked in, the house was as silent as the grave. [totally silent] 


You should learn similes as whole phrases, because it is usually not possible to change the 
individual words (e.g. we do not say as thin as a stick or as thin as a pole). Where it is possible 
to change the individual words, the meaning of the simile often changes, for example: 

| needed a drink of water. My mouth was as dry as a bone. [extremely dry / thirsty] 

His lecture was as dry as dust, and everyone was bored. [extremely boring] 


du a. ae Everyday similes 


The similes in these emails are often used in everyday conversation and informal writing. 


SA Reply 
i H UE 


Hi Jacek, 


It's so obvious you like Anna! You went 
as red as a beetroot when Stefan 
was talking about her, so it must be 
true! And you were all over her like 
a rash at the party last week too. Ask 
her out! 

Hiroshi 


Hello Manami, 


e^o ICA 


Hi Freya, 


Have you noticed how Chiara and Rita are as thick as thieves 
lately? Rita said she needed some help and as quick as a flash 
Chiara volunteered — you know, as keen as mustard. And just think, 
they used to hate each other and were always fighting like cat and 
dog over the most stupid things. Any idea what's happened? Anyway, 
speak later. 

Fatima 


I'll be late for the restaurant tonight — having a bad day at work. I’ve been 
working like a dog, but the boss just came in with a face like thunder and 
said l'd made a mess of some sales figures. l've tried to argue with him, but he's 
as stubborn as a mule, and you can never convince him that he's wrong. 


Time to change my job! Mariusz 


Language 


Be careful how you use similes. They have strong meanings and are often used in a humorous 
or sarcastic way, e.g. My teacher's explanations are as clear as mud [not clear at all]. 
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9.1 


9.2 


9.3 


9.4 


Exercises 


Look at A opposite. Match the beginning of each sentence with its ending. Then 
complete the sentence with as or like. 


T" MY MEW dress fits us oe e a maniac. 

2 PYowllmeed!to Th 4. e silk. 

3.-She's'assthin asso a button. 

4 Ana always looks as fresh ............ ss a bone. 

An E E E e eeny meme: a rake. 

6 Hermouth telt as: diya etes a glove. 

T Wheissonisasbrign m er e the wind to catch the train. 
8 Herhairfeltas smoothie mimina teme a daisy. 


Choose the correct word to complete each simile. 


1 That book was so boring. It was as dry as [a bone / dust]. 

2 You explained it so well - it's a difficult concept, but it's as clear as [crystal / mud] now. 
3 | wonder what they're plotting - they look as thick as [two short planks / thieves]. 

4 After working in that airless room my mouth feels as dry as [a bone / dust]. 

5 |can't understand what he's trying to say - it's as clear as [crystal / mud]. 


Replace the underlined part of each sentence with a simile. 


1 Tom and Rosa have been arguing all the time recently. 

2 Amy blushed and looked very embarrassed when Lasse commented on her new dress. 

3 When our teacher asks the class a difficult question, Hatsuki usually answers without a 
moment's hesitation. 

4 It was early Sunday morning, and the house was strangely silent. 

5 Emma was behaving towards Jakob in a very affectionate way at the barbecue last week. 

6 All her sisters are extremely poor. 

7 Caterina felt full of energy after her shower. 

8 The students in my class are great - hardworking, punctual and very enthusiastic. 


Agree with what A says. Complete each response with a simile. 
1A: B: 
He looked 


Yes, he had 


really angry. 


It’s impossible to get him to 
change his mind. 


He drove off very 
quickly, didn’t he? 


You've been very busy at 
work, haven't you? 


5 KA B: 


You can always rely on Suzie to 
organise the school concert. 


Yes, he was driving 


Yes, l've been 


Yes, she's 
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See What are binomials? 


Binomials are a type of idiom in which two words are joined by a conjunction (linking 
word), usually and. The order of the two words is fixed. For example, we always say black 
and white, NOT white and black: ‘Managing climate change isn’t a black and white issue.’ 
[separate and clear] 


The words can be 


synonyms (words which mean the same): Sara’s work is always very neat and tidy. 
opposites: If you go for cheaper speakers, the sound quality may be a bit hit and miss. 
[sometimes good, sometimes bad (informal)] 

the same word: They finished the race neck and neck. [equal] 

rhyming: Tables in the canteen take a lot of wear and tear. [damage through everyday use] 
alliterative: After the match, the players’ legs were black and blue. [very bruised] 
joined by words other than and: The traffic was bumper to bumper all the way to the 
coast. [very heavy] Little by little, Vera gained the horse’s confidence. [gradually] The 
house must be worth a quarter of a million, give or take a few thousand. [plus or minus 
(informal)] 

Trinomials are a similar type of idiom, in which three words are joined, e.g. ‘I’ve looked 
here, there and everywhere for my glasses but can't find them" [everywhere] 


EEUU Other examples 


example | meaning 


Let’s toss a coin to see who starts. You call: heads heads is the side of a British coin with the 


or tails? monarch’s head on it; tails is the other side 
We're at sixes and sevens at work this week. in a state of confusion (informal) 


Hannah had flu last week, but she’s out and about | active, doing her usual activities (informal) 
again now. 


Although the twins look the same, when you talk totally different (informal) 
to them you realise they’re like chalk and cheese. 


It's great to leave the hustle and bustle of the city | crowds and noise 


at the weekend. 
| can't do up these tiny buttons - I'm all fingers am awkward with my hands, unable to do what I 
and thumbs today. want to do (informal) 


The money for the charity appeal came in in dribs | small amounts at a time (informal) 
and drabs, but we reached our target in the end. 


It took a lot of blood, sweat and tears to get the hard work 
business going. 


l've asked you time after time not to do that. many times (usually suggests irritation) 


Her interest in painting waxed and waned over fluctuated (The literal meaning of wax and wane 
the years. relates to the moon's changes in shape.) 


She really doesn't enjoy living in the countryside. completely (typically used about people) 
She's a city person, through and through. 


We had a great holiday and explored every nook 
and cranny of the island. 


every small place 
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10.1 


10.2 


10.3 


10.4 


Exercises 


Combine the words in the box to form ten binomials or trinomials from A opposite. 
For each, you will need to add and or another joining word. 


black neck little bumper everywhere give cranny here hit little 
bumper miss neat blue neck nook take tear there tidy wear 


Complete each dialogue with an idiom from the opposite page. 


1 A: Was the traffic bad on the way here? 

bs Yes dE Wds ingen eee Sv voa Ae ot ee eS the whole way. 

: Did you get everything you needed today? 

z Yes, DbuulllladftoI DOR area: Ane erste e io eA dee to find it all. 

: This sofa is only six months old, but it looks really old. 

:WellblitfetStallO EO. cootra f 

We're making very slow progress with this project. 

Butiwerne getting there) 25 308 A TL OI) Poe. LR LERRA : 

Have you found your watch yet? 

No; live'searched'inevery Tora SETS T m zen quem XE but I still can't find it! 
What's Galya's flat like? 

Well, you know how organised she is! It's very ...msummnnmmnnnenmnnennemnnnnnenininnniinnsnennste , 
: Which horse won the race? 

WAT OXO PED e EEE EE E E REO Seti e e tapete : 

: Were there a lot of people at the party? 

P rABOUb UT e e. coo e er e A ate a few. 


2 


c1 
DOBPUPOPUPOPBUPOPTL 


Which binomials do these pictures make you think of? Complete the captions. 


P 


"erm s. te ‘He’s a United TOG TL EP p Ü *Her two dogs 
of market day.’ supporter are like 


Rewrite each sentence using the word in brackets. 


People started to gradually enter the room. [DRIBS] 

Jack's commitment to work went up and down throughout the year. [WAXED] 
Have a few days' rest, and you'll be fully recovered in no time. [ABOUT] 

l've often told him not to leave his car unlocked. [TIME] 

The work required a lot of effort, but it was worth it. [BLOOD] 

The whole team's been in a state of confusion since Kay resigned. [SEVENS] 

| keep dropping things today - I’m so clumsy. [THUMBS] 

My mum and | are completely different people, but we get on well. [CHALK] 


co Non AUNE 
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Proverbs are short sentences which refer to something most people have experienced and 
which give advice or warnings. Like idioms, their form is fixed, and it is not always possible 
to guess the meaning from looking at the individual words. 


Positive situations 
In these conversations, the second speaker uses a proverb to repeat and sum up what the 
first speaker says. 


A: We all want to solve this problem, and I’m sure we'll find a solution. 
B: Yes. Where there's a will, there's a way. [if we really want to achieve something, we can] 


A: Well, we'll have to invest all of our savings and work really hard, and there's still a 
chance the project won't succeed. 

B: | know, but nothing ventured, nothing gained. [you need to take risks to achieve 
something] 


A: | was upset when | didn't get into university, but at least it leaves me free to go 
travelling. 
B: Yeah. Every cloud has a silver lining. [there is something good in every bad situation] 


: My job is different every day. It's never boring. 
: Well, variety is the spice of life, isn't it? [change makes life interesting] 


A: Josh found it impossible to get a new job, so he set up his own business instead. 
B: Yes, well, necessity is the mother of invention. [if people really need to do something, 
they will find a way to do it] 


Negative situations 
In these conversations, the second speaker uses a proverb to repeat and sum up what the 
first speaker says. 


A: Marta ended her relationship with Jakob, and the next day her friend Ellie met Jakob 
for a drink. 

B: All’s fair in love and war! [all behaviour is acceptable in extreme situations, especially in 
romantic situations and competitions] 


: What a day! My car broke down and my wallet has been stolen. 
: It never rains but it pours. [problems always happen together] 


A: | wonder why Sylvia and Ben have broken up. 
B: Well, it takes two to tango. [two people are equally responsible] 


Other popular proverbs 
I’m really impatient to finish decorating my flat, but Rome wasn't built in a day! [it takes a 
long time to do important things properly] 


We should buy extra travel insurance for our skiing trip. Better safe than sorry. [it is better 
not to take risks, even if it seems boring or hard work] 


| have to study hard and do a lot of exams to become an accountant, but no pain no gain. 
[there must be some suffering in order to succeed] 


We don't have enough tickets for everybody, so it's a case of first come, first served. [the 
first to arrive will get something] 


English Idioms in Use Advanced 


11.1 


11.2 


11.3 


11.4 


Exercises 


Look at A opposite. Match the beginning of each sentence with its ending. 


1 
2 
3 
4 
5 


Every cloud nid a mother of invention. 
Nothing ventured, ihe b there's a way. 
Necessity is the m c spice of life. 

Where there's a will, IE d nothing gained. 
Variety is the m e has a silver lining. 


Write a suitable response to each remark with a proverb from B opposite. 


1 


2 
3 


A friend tells you that Max and Lydia are getting divorced because they've both been 

having affairs. 

Someone tells you about three bad things that happened to them all on the same day. 
Someone tells you about a small lie they told in order to meet somebody that they really like. 
A friend tells you that they missed the train they wanted to get, but the next train was cheaper 
and faster. 

A friend tells you that they are frustrated that it is taking a long time to set up their own 
business. 

A friend tells you that they are determined to save up enough money to go travelling, but they 
don't know how to do this. 


Correct the mistakes in these proverbs. 


1 


2 


3 


4 


5 
6 


We had no tent, so we made a shelter out of branches and leaves to protect ourselves from the 
storm. It was a case of need is the mother of invention. 

I’m doing three jobs at the moment to pay for my studies. Still, they say that change is the 
spice of life! 

| went to the gym every day for three months and felt so much fitter. It was very hard work but 
nothing pained, nothing gained. 

| decided that bungee jumping was too dangerous and didn't go with my friends - better to be 
safe than dead. 

We've got ten laptops at half-price. But hurry - it's first come, first serve. 

Three big bills at the same time? It never pours but it rains! 


Complete each proverb. 


1 


2 


3 


When we got there, they had given away all the free tickets. It was a case of first 
A AE en tants , fi rst clie P" 


every eee eden as ql € silver .......... amp t ud 
All my problems seem to come at the same time. It's true what they say: it never 
RL rhet tian NI ORO, AERTS it pours! 

It's going to be a lot of hard work, but nothing ...... msm , nothing 
They are both in the wrong. It'taKes quss testen jio 
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Clichés and fixed statements 


Clichés 

A cliché is a comment that is often used in certain common, everyday situations. It is a 
comment that most people are familiar with and is therefore not original. Clichés are often 
used in everyday conversation, and they are also frequently played with in advertising 
slogans and newspaper headlines. 


There are plenty more fish in the sea. [There are plenty more people or possibilities. Often 
used to cheer up someone who has found one person or opportunity unsuccessful.] 


Look on the bright side. [Try to see something good in a bad situation. This is usually followed by 
an explanation of what the bright side might be, e.g. after failing a job interview you are told that you 
probably wouldn't have enjoyed the job if you'd got it.] 


It's easy to be wise after the event or Hindsight is a wonderful thing. [When you know 
what happens next, it's easy to say what you or others should have done.] 


It's not over until the fat lady sings. [You cannot be sure what will happen until the very end 
of something, often a sports event. The expression refers to a long opera which ends with a female 
singing the final song.] 


Enough is as good as a feast. [You shouldn't have more of something than you need, e.g. food.] 


Ignorance is bliss. [You may be happier sometimes when you do not know all the facts about a 
situation.] 


You can lead a horse to water (but you can't make it drink). [You can give someone the 
opportunity to do something, but you cannot force them to do it. The second part of the idiom (but 
you can't make it drink) is often not actually said.] 


Truth will out! [The truth will always become known.] 


Fixed statements 


fixed statement meaning 


Get your skates on! (informal) Hurry up! 


I'll believe it when I see it. I'm doubtful that it will happen. 


Mum's the word. (informal) | promise not to tell a secret. 


Good riddance! (informal) 


lm happy something or someone has gone. 


Take it easy! Calm down! Relax! 


Fair's fair. (informal) Their behaviour is reasonable. 


So far, so good. Things are going well up to this point. 


Give me a break! (informal) Stop criticising me! 


Language 


It is best not to use clichés in formal writing or when you want to express an original 
or complex idea. 
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12.1 


12.2 


12.3 


Exercises 


Answer these questions about the idioms in A opposite. 


co -100€14» 00 N20 FS 


Who do we say has to sing before we can be confident something has finished? 
What do we say is as good as a feast? 

What side do we say you have to look on if you are trying to be optimistic? 
What do we say there are plenty more of in the sea? 

What do we say that ignorance is? 

When do we say that it is easy to be wise? 

Which animal do we say you can lead to water but not make drink? 

What do we say will happen with truth? 


Complete each dialogue with a suitable idiom from the opposite page. 


1 


You won't tell anyone what | told you, will you? 
ING aU GSN Sirisha E EE PN 3 
You're always late. It's just not good enough. 


Lucy says she'll have finished her dissertation by Friday. 

Rips adco screen PO... eetttctcorittrgeu A 

PP EE R E cre tee an sce ! We need to leave in five minutes. 
Don't worry - I’m nearly ready. 

I’m not sorry Boris is leaving our office. Are you? 

Note ee o e erac a AT ! 

I’m never going to get this finished in time. 

A TUNE e D uM t ! Don't panic. l'll help you, if you like. 
Sonia's made a bit of a mess of this work, hasn't she? 

MISLEUI NOM UE... sisaingeragitusscaens . It’s only her second day here. 
How are you enjoying your new job? 

Rites lpn rate CIRCE Lun . But it’s early days yet. 

Who do you think was behind the plot to bring down the government? 
I'donitiknow; bul misure, We'll find OUT ........... tmt ERR : 


PPVPP 


Correct the mistakes in these idioms. 


o0: 0 MN PE 


Let me a break! 

There are plenty more sharks in the sea. 
So long, so good. 

It's not over until the fat lady dies. 

Truth will escape. 

Dad's the word. 


Over to 


Search online to find examples of the following clichés: Any friend of yours is a friend of 


mine. Beauty is only skin deep. Money is the root of all evil. What does each cliché mean? 
Write a short dialogue illustrating it in use. 
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Other languages 


As you probably know, English includes many words from other languages. The idiomatic 
expressions in this unit all come from Latin or French. 


ENE) 55 


T | : 
idiom | example | meaning 


| 
ad hoc He was paid on an ad hoc basis. not planned but arranged or done 
/ed'hok/ when needed 


ad infinitum Their list of demands seemed to go on without end, forever 
/edinfi'nattom/ | ad infinitum. 


compos mentis My grandfather is nearly 100, but he is perfectly | in control of his actions, mentally 
/kpmpps'mentis/ | compos mentis. healthy 


de facto Jorge is the de facto head of the organisation. existing but not officially agreed 
/der'fækt9u/ (formal) 


non sequitur Keiko’s response seemed like a complete non a statement which does not seem to be| - 
/non'sekwito/ sequitur to me. connected with what was said before 


status quo The Conservatives favoured maintaining the the present situation 
[ste1itos'kwou/ status quo, while the Liberals hoped for change. 


ENND French 


A: Are you familiar with our health and safety procedures? 


B: No, I’m not really au fait /ou'fer/ with them yet. [fully knowledgeable about] 


A: | hate people who talk loudly on their mobile phones on trains. 
B: | agree. They're my absolute béte noire /bet'nwa:/ [what the speaker hates most] 


A: It's always beautiful weather when you have to study for exams. 


[you say this when something happens that you 
do not like but which you have to accept] 


B: | know. It’s always the way. C'est la vie /ser.lze'vi:/ 
A: Only the very best students are accepted on this course. 
B: | know. They really are the creme de la crème /krem.do. la:'krem/. [very best] 


A: | wish he'd consulted with us first about changing the computer systems. 


[a decision that has been made or a 


B: Yes, he just presented us with a fait accompli /fet.okpm'pli:/ gomeleted:actiqu ditate nete e tO 


A: | think she should make more effort to control her children. 


B: Yes, she has quite a laissez-faire /lerser'feo/ approach, doesn't she? [desire not to control] 


A: The older generation criticising young people! There's nothing new about that. 


B: Yes, plus ga change /plu: sz' fonz/! [times change, but some things stay the same.] 
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13.2 


13.3 


Exercises 


Complete each sentence with a Latin expression from A opposite. 


1 


We don't receive many complaints, so we just deal with them on an 


Mites whet entes ast le Bon ot ess Lg td basis. 

Tiiey are mowWithieussssmcce tene pe EDD NIE government and will remain in 
power until the election results are finalised. 

jihis'sentenceumyouressayllsIale e ete deinceps - it's not logically 
connected to your previous point. 

[reo udo mated. cmt ett er aeos c bee ulis about the advantages of moving to the 


countryside. 

Whenever a new person takes over as manager, they disturb the 

EINER SES , at least to some extent. 

His lawyeraclaimsiheiWasnigfully «aac cte ann re ette E ette when he admitted 
he was guilty. 


Replace the underlined part of each sentence with a suitable expression. 


1 


2 
3 
4 


There were no opportunities for discussion. The reform was presented as a decision 
which had already been made. 

All players must be confident that they know the rules of the game. 

| can’t come out tonight because | have to work late. Oh well, it can’t be helped. 

Of course, | love being a movie star, but | must say that awards ceremonies are what | 
most detest. 

So Dan has been arguing with his boss again. Things don’t change! 


A lot of the parents are not very happy about the new headmaster’s liberal attitude to 
behaviour. 


Are these sentences true or false? If the answer is false, say why. 


ANANABRWN S 


A laissez-faire approach is strict and intolerant. 

A de facto leader is the officially recognised leader of an organisation. 

The crème de la crème of applicants are the best applicants for the job. 

It is good to include non sequiturs in your writing. 

A béte noire is something that you do not like. 

If you are compos mentis, you are not responsible for your actions. 

A fait accompli can easily and quickly be changed. 

If someone talks about something ad infinitum, they talk about it for a long time. 


Over to 


Match the following literal translations to idioms on the opposite page: cream of the 


cream, it does not follow, a done deed. What is the connection between the translation 
and the way the idiom is used in English? Can you work out any more literal 
translations to idioms in this unit? 
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Sailing 


As Britain is an island nation, with the sea playing a major role in the country's history and 
its economy, it is not surprising that the language has developed many idioms from sailing. 


32 


Talking about a business 


Read this magazine article about a couple who bought a hotel. 


When we took over the hotel five years ago, the business was on the rocks!. 
The economy was doing badly and people were giving luxury hotels like ours 
a wide berth?. The previous owners had decided to cut and run?, but we 
loved the place and were sure we could make a go of it. We battened down 
the hatches^ by cutting costs as much as possible and did all we could to run 
a tight ship. Holidays and any other luxuries for our own family went by the 
board?® for two years. However, we managed to weather the storm’ and are 
now making good headway’. We have lots of major bookings in the offing’ 
and are confident of making excellent profits this year. 


lin serious difficulty 

? avoiding (berth is an old sailing term meaning the 
distance a ship should leave between itself and a 
potential danger such as rocks) 

3 avoid a difficult situation by leaving suddenly (the 
image comes from cutting mooring ropes in order 
to make a quick departure) 

^ got ready for a difficult situation by preparing in 
every way possible (the image comes from closing 
the ship's doors securely when a storm is likely) 


More sailing idioms 


example 


be taken We were taken aback when Ben 
aback announced his resignation. 


leave high Many holidaymakers were left high 
and dry and dry when the tour company 
collapsed. 


take the Amelia was keen to become an actor, 

wind out of | but her teacher's criticism of her 

sb's sails performance took the wind out of 
her sails. 


in the wake | Thousands of people lost their jobs 
of sb / sth in the wake of the recession. 
orinsb's/ | The consultant strode through the 
sth’s wake | hospital, several students in his 
wake. 


all hands We'll need all hands on deck if 
on deck we're going to be ready for the party 
on time. 


any portin | | really don't like staying there, but 
a storm | had no choice but to accept Jan's 
offer. Any port in a storm, I'm afraid! 


English Idioms in Use Advanced 


> control a business or organisation firmly and 
effectively 

$ were abandoned (the image comes from 
something being thrown overboard into the sea) 

T survive difficult times 

8 making good progress 

? likely to happen soon (offing was a term 
used to refer to the part of the sea on the 
horizon) 


explanation 


were very surprised (If a boat is taken aback, it 
is suddenly attacked from behind.) 


put in a difficult situation which they could 
not improve (The image is of a boat stuck on a 
sandbank and unable to move.) 


made her feel less confident, by saying or doing 
something unexpected (If there is no wind in a 
boat's sails, then it is unable to move.) 


following closely behind (The wake is the trail 
of foam left by a boat as it moves.) 


everyone must help (A hand is a sailing term 
for a sailor and deck is the area you walk on 
outside on a boat.) 


You must accept any help you're offered 
when you're in a difficult situation. (When 
there is a storm at sea, a boat has to go to 
the nearest port.) 


14.1 


14.2 


14.3 


14.4 


Exercises 


Choose the correct answers. 


1 
2 


3 


r 
8 
9 


Are you more likely to cut and run if a) things are going badly or b) things are going well? 
Would you give a wide berth to a) something that attracts you or b) something that you 
do not want to approach? 

If a politician is said to have weathered the storm, has he a) got through some problems 
or b)created some problems? 

Would you batten down the hatches if you are a) expecting problems or b) expecting a 
relaxed period? 

Is your daily exercise regime more likely to go by the board if a) you have some extra time 
or b)youare very busy? 

If you were making good headway with your language studies, would you be a) pleased 
or b)upset? 

If an event is in the offing, a) has it already happened or b) is it still in the future? 

If a boss likes to run a tight ship, is he/she a) strictor b) relaxed? 

If you had a business which was on the rocks would you be a) pleased or b) worried? 


Complete each idiom. 


I'd like all AMOS OM canssa rr S for the next few hours, please. 
The bad reviews of his first album took the .............. out of the singer's sails. 
He wrote an interesting article about European politics u.s the wake of 


the war. 

Iwasitee m E om. aback to hear that Maura had handed in her notice. 

Alex went home early, leaving me and dry at the party with no one else 
to talk to. 

Unfortunately, our plans to go on holiday this summer have had to go by the 

dioi e t MEN CN , aS we're moving house. 


| didn't want to sleep on my aunt's sofa for two weeks, but any port in a sss j 
as they say. 

Despite the financial problems, | am confident that the company will succeed in 

EUM MR etos the storm. 


Match the beginning of each sentence with its ending. 


o0) 0 4» WN HL 


There's trouble ahead, so we'd better batten down the m a offing. 
It’s a long journey, but we’re making good E b wake. 
The business is doing so badly that I’m tempted to cut and [] c hatches. 
There are some interesting plans for new projects in the ssa d sails. 

The film star left the room with a group of journalists in her iz e run. 

It's about time someone took the wind out of Marco's E f headway. 


Rewrite the underlined part of each sentence using the word in brackets. 


co -410)01 4» Q0 N20 L5 


| try to avoid the city centre on Saturdays if | possibly can. [BERTH] 

Jaime's mother was very surprised by his decision to leave school. [ABACK] 

Amy's plans to buy a new car were abandoned when she lost her job. [BOARD] 
Their relationship has been in serious difficulty for some months. [ROCKS] 

Asim controls the business in a firm and efficient way. [SHIP] 

The cost of home insurance has risen as a result of last summer's floods. [WAKE] 

We were in a difficult situation when the babysitter didn't turn up. [HIGH] 

| know it's been hard for you, but I’m sure you'll get through the bad times. [STORM] 
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SOSA Idioms connected with firearms 


War and conflict 


Idioms based on war 
Many idioms come from the topic of war. They are used to refer to actions and events that 
are seen as similar to battles, conflicts or struggles. 


In these newspaper cuttings, the first sentence explains the idiom in the headline. 


Emotional call to arms inspires a generation Minister drops an economic bombshell 


President Forga's recent challenge to young | The shock announcement by Ms Hanaria that the 
people to show solidarity and vote in the next | country is in a deep economic crisis, and that the 
election has won widespread support. currency must be devalued, stunned city economists. 
today. 


Sales tax — PM beats a retreat 


After widespread negative reaction to his th 
: e warpath 
suggestion yesterday that sales tax should be js 


raised, the prime minister today said there NEU : : | g 
E z take action immediately,’ said a spokesperson. | ` 


Demonstrations are planned for all major cities. 


School closures — parents on 


‘Parents are very angry and have decided to 


were ‘no immediate plans for an increase. 


More bad news for 
shell-shocked investors 
Investors, who are already suffering from the financial 


crisis, are feeling nervous today as Southern Bank 
prepares to announce unexpectedly high losses. 


Teachers come out fighting 


The head of the teachers’ union said today that 
teachers would not accept a drop in salary and 
would oppose the decision to the very end. 


I think you shot yourself in the foot by leaving your old job before getting a new one. 
[unintentionally did or said something foolish which made your situation worse] 


When I suggested raising the membership fee, Sergio shot me down in flames. 
[immediately criticised my idea and refused to accept it] 


I think we should hang / hold fire before making any rash decisions about redundancies. 
[delay making a decision] 


NEN idioms connected with violent events, armies, conflict and struggle 
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Now that | have a PhD, l've at least got a fighting chance of getting a teaching job in a 
university. [a small but real possibility] 


Winning the cup in 1998 was just a flash in the pan - they haven't won a match since then! 
[something that happened only once and was not repeated] 


Our new IT manager had a baptism of fire on her first day at work - all the computers 
crashed! [very difficult first experience of something] 


As she left the studio, Dana Freen had to run the gauntlet of reporters asking her about 
her controversial new film. [face a lot of people who were criticising or attacking her] 


Sometimes it's a real battle of wills between me and my dog - he wants to go one way across 
the park and | want to go another! [conflict between two different, strong desires or intentions] 


After college, | joined the ranks of the unemployed for a year before | got my first job. 
[became (unemployed)] 


Zetec stole a march on its rivals by launching its new car model six months earlier than 
expected. [got an advantage by acting before their rivals did] 
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15.1 


15.2 


15.3 


15.4 


Exercises 


Complete the text with idioms from A opposite. 


Match words from each box to form six idioms. 


shoot down in baptism a flash in of fire the pan of wills flames 
a battle run hang / hold fire ^ the gauntlet 


Complete each dialogue with an idiom from 15.2. You may need to change the form of 
the verb. 


1 A: | think it would be better to postpone making a decision for a bit. 
Baes leto. hoannen Sor deuten odiosa ME re until the situation is clearer. 
2 A: Well, your first day at work was certainly full of drama. 
B: Yes;ibwas'a'tedal seo t due coude e f 
3 A: Has he written any other books? 
BANO thinkethenirSGOme Was]U sse eget E AAA a AE A a ete : 
A: Would you like to be a celebrity? 
B: NoIdihiatetoave to see EE E a of the paparazzi 
whenever | left the house. 


5 A: He's very critical, isn't he, your boss? 
B:éYes;all'my'ideasitisuallyigete deeem ie oe Aodetelcn ertt dle : 
6 A: Why do parents and teenagers always seem to clash? 
BaWellsvomoftenldVe 1. cl oc E e A , especially between sons 


and fathers. 


Correct the ten mistakes with idioms in this paragraph. 


When Ali graduated, he decided he didn't want to meet the ranks of commuters struggling to 
work every day. He wanted to set up his own online gift-ordering business so that he could 
work from home. He knew it was a risk but felt he would have at least a fighting opportunity of 
success. Initially, he and a college friend planned to start the business together. Ali had the idea 
and Igor, his friend, had the money to invest in the company. But then just weeks before the 
launch, Igor dropped a bomb: he said he no longer wanted to be part of Ali's plans. Despite Ali's 


attempts to persuade him to wait fire on his decision, Igor said he was no longer prepared to 
take the risk and was going to hit a retreat before it was too late. However, two weeks later Igor 
took a march on Ali by launching his own online gift-ordering company. Ali was gun-shocked by 
this betrayal, but he soon came out battling. He took Igor's behaviour as a call to weapons and 
has persuaded a bank to lend him the money he needs. Ali's introduction to the business world 
has certainly been a beginning of fire, but I'm sure he will be really successful. 


Over to 


Use a search engine to search for these words: warpath, shell-shocked, bombshell, 
gauntlet. Write down an example sentence where each word is used in an idiom. 
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Transport 


As transport is such an everyday experience for many people, it is unsurprisingly a rich 
source of idioms. 


Trains 


, he ran out of steam! and lost interest in his studies. He spen 
: t than studying, and his tutor worried that. 
- off the rails”, But then Karl fell in love with a student in his department. Now, six mont 
line), he is back on track towards gaining an excellent degree and fulfilling his drea 


! [ost energy or interest 3 later 

2 : : 4 : ES : 
started behaving in an unacceptable way again on the way to achieving something 

Cars 


We use at / behind the wheel to mean ‘be the driver’ (NB in this expression, wheel refers to 
the steering wheel): | saw their car this morning but couldn't make out who was at the wheel. 


We talk about someone being in the driving seat to mean that they are in control of the 
situation: Although the general manager is officially in charge, everyone knows his deputy 
is really in the driving seat. 


We talk about life in the fast lane to mean a life that is active, exciting and dangerous. 
Life in the slow lane is correspondingly lacking in excitement and danger: I’ve had 
enough of life in the fast lane, so I'm giving up my executive sales job and moving to the 
countryside. 


Doing a U-turn means changing direction, and it is used idiomatically when talking about 
politics: Initially, the minister was against increasing road tax, but he has now done a 
U-turn and is defending the plan. 


If we go / move / step up a gear, we start to work or play more effectively or quickly than 
before: After half-time, the team stepped up a gear and managed to score three goals. 


Planes 


| 


| example | meaning 


be flying high The company had some initial problems is very successful 
but now it is flying high. 


fly by the seat of your | We had no business experience before doing something difficult without 
pants opening the shop, so we were really flying much experience or ability 
by the seat of our pants at first. (informal) 


do something on l've written so many references now that I do something without thinking 
autopilot can more or less do it on autopilot. (informal) 


take a nosedive Share prices took a nosedive last week. went down suddenly and fast 


be on a collision The two countries are on a collision are behaving in such a way 
course course, and it seems that nothing can be that is likely to cause a major 
done to prevent serious trouble. disagreement or fight 


come to a standstill Production has come to a standstill stopped 
because of the strike. 
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16.1 


16.2 


16.3 


16.4 


Exercises 


Which idioms do these pictures make you think of? 


2 


Complete each dialogue with an idiom from the opposite page. 


1 Tim: Edward's moving to New York. He said he needs more excitement in his life. 
Ruth: YesPlthinehe'stired'or E ecce er RI 
2 Rob: The government have changed their mind completely on the new y vehicle tax! 


Pierre: Yes, they've 
3 Mona: Their son has started getting into trouble with the police. 


Leon: Ves, heseems to haye 52:53 0 nit Bec ope ede tyre reed 
4 Rajiv: They were so enthusiastic when they started the new conservation scheme, but 
now it all seems to have slowed down. 
Nick: Yes, the whole project seems to have ............ " 


5 Ursula: We need to start doing things more effectively and quickly. 
Mark: Nes, we.definitelyneedto... 5... a Ra arcade : 
6 Freda: Did you see who was driving when the accident happened? 


Krishnan: No, couldn't see who was ........ tii i 
Match the beginning of each sentence with its ending. 
I'm glad to say that things are now back a driving seat any more. 
We don't know what could happen a year down b a collision course. 
Things are out of control. Nobody seems to be in the c the line. 
Profits of Internet-based companies have taken d a complete standstill. 


I think the employers and the unions are on e ontrack. 


ECHO 


a nF UNP 


Nothing’s happening. Things have come to f anosedive recently. 


Choose the correct answer. 


1 Ifa business is flying high, it is a) failing b)juststartingup c) doing well and is profitable. 
2 If you do something on autopilot, you do it a) without thinking 
b) using a computer c) deliberately. 
3 If someone is back on track, they are a) being punished for bad behaviour 
b) behaving in a less responsible way c) behaving responsibly again. 
4 If you are flying by the seat of your pants, you are doing something a) without much ability or 
experience b) without thinking about it c) which is very exciting. 


Find the meanings of these idioms in a dictionary or online and make a note of them in your 


notebook under the heading ‘Transport idioms’. Note down the definition, an example sentence 
and any other useful information, such as whether it is formal or informal, etc.: drive someone 
round the bend, a back-seat driver, step on it, put the brakes on, give / get the green light. 
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Animals 


38 


Cats and dogs 


A: Matt and Jess are so arrogant. 

B: Yes, they think they're the cat's whiskers. [better than everyone else] 

A: Do you think he'll get the job? 

B: With no qualifications or experience? He hasn't got a cat in hell’s chance! [no chance at all] 


A: 


It's not fair that we have exams immediately after the school holidays! 


B: | know, it's a dog's life! [life is hard and unpleasant] 


A: I know I don't need the car over the weekend, but | don't want you to use it either. 
B: Don't be such a dog in the manger! [keeping something so that other people can't use it, 
not because you really want it yourself] 


Farm animals 


flog a dead horse 


(straight) from the 
horse's mouth 


until the cows come 
home 


sort (out) the sheep 
from the goats 


might as well be 
hung for a sheep as 
a lamb 


Other animals 
In these conversations, the second speaker uses an idiom to repeat and sum up what the 
first speaker says. 


example meaning 


You're flogging a dead horse 
trying to persuade Kim to move 
house again. 


wasting time trying to do something 
that won't succeed (usually used in 
continuous tenses) 


Guess what? Juan is going to work 
in Moscow! I got it straight from 
the horse's mouth! 


from the person concerned 


You can argue until the cows come 
home, but I'll never agree. 


for a very long time 


Setting the class such a difficult 
exercise will certainly sort the 
sheep from the goats. 


find the people or things of high quality 
from a group of mixed quality 


You're already late, so just take all 
day off. You might as well be hung 
for a sheep as a lamb! 


might as well do something more serious 
as you are going to be punished anyway 


A: The president's just pretending to be upset about the situation, don't you think? 
B: Yes, he's shedding crocodile tears to get popular support. 


A: Thomas was really upset when his team let in an own goal. 
B: Yes, he was sick as a parrot, wasn't he? 


A: Ana’s hoping that Carlos will stop gambling once they're married, but | doubt 


he will. 


B: No, a leopard can't change its spots. 


A: He complained his business was about to fail so often that no one believed him when it 


finally did. 


B: Yes, he cried wolf once too often. 


: Helooks kind and gentle, but he's not like that at all. 
: You're right. He really is a wolf in sheep's clothing. 


A: l'm sure everyone is thinking about the divorce, but no one ever mentions it. 
B: That's right. It's certainly the elephant in the room. 
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17.1 


17.2 


17.3 


17.4 


Exercises 


Complete each dialogue with an idiom from A opposite. 


1 


2 


3 


4 


: She obviously thinks she looks really good in that new dress, doesn't she? 
;avesFsheithinks...2125/uons Dna BEND DENTAL. ees f 

: Things are pretty hard for you at the moment, I p 

Ness ao Los SI DM OE TORO ue ! 

: Do you think you'll pass your driving test? 

»uNoulhiavenbgobur fee Te IRA > sorb lames dor e.a 

: Her husband is so selfish. he never shares anything, even if he doesn't want it. 
JnYesslhie/hásia real 2: oa a esset attitude. 


Q2 020202 


Which idioms do these pictures make you think of? 


Yes, isn't 
it lovely! 


| il 
, ANNUM y JA my! 


Complete each idiom. 


3 
4 
5 


He's flogging aidead tte trying to revive that old idea. 

He'll never stop causing trouble = a .............sss can't change its spots. 
Lucy will argue with you about that until the ................. sss come home. 
HeasisicKias di e um tette not to make the finals. 


Replace the underlined part of each sentence with an idiom. 


1 
2 
3 


Don't pretend there's an emergency, or no one will help when you really need it. 

The minister pretends to be upset about homelessness, but does nothing about it. 

| hate our neighbours' selfish attitude - they don't want the parking space, but they won't let 
us have it. 

We can discuss it for a very long time, but | won't change my mind. 


Over to 


Look up these animals in your dictionary: snake, 
fish, rat. Can you find an idiom using each of them? 
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18 Parts of the body 


Der: The head and face 


You should face up to your Kate is head and shoulders It was one in the eye for? 
problems. Don't just bury above? her twin sister when his critics when he won the 
your head in the sand! it comes to passing exams. tennis tournament. 

My dad has a good head | just held / bit my 


for’ figures. He can do 
complicated sums in seconds. 


tongue? and said nothing. 


As an English speaker, | find 
it difficult to get my tongue 
round’ Scandinavian names. 


There’s more to this news 
story than meets the eye’. 


Let’s put our heads together® 
and organise a surprise 
birthday party for Sam. 


After some teething 
troubles’, our new wireless 
network is working well. 


| think the success of his first | like my economic history 


= = | 
film has gone to his head”. T : z mi li) class. I’ve enjoyed getting my 
He thinks he's wonderful. a MM SY teeth into! a new subject. | 
She won't apologise | don't know why | didn't In a face-saving' exercise, : 
because she doesn’t want get the job. Perhaps my the minister agreed to meet 
to lose face"? face just didn't fit”. the demands of the striking 
firefighters. 


! refuse to think about unpleasant facts or problems because you do not want to deal with them 

? a lot better than ? a disappointment for *is good at something; collocates strongly with business, figures or 
heights ? stopped myself from saying something which | really wanted to say ° it is more difficult to understand 
or involves more things than one thought " pronounce ê plan something together ? problems in the early 
stages of doing something new 1° made him think he's very important and made him a less pleasant person 

11 becoming involved in something enthusiastically ?? lose the respect of others 1? my appearance or 
personality was not suitable for the job !^ done so that other people will continue to respect you 


oes os T Other body idioms 


| would give my right arm for a job in the film industry. I’ve always loved the movies. 
[would very much like to have] 


| don’t want to tread on your toes, but would it be OK if I added a few paragraphs to your 
report? [do something that could upset someone by getting involved in something that is their 
responsibility] 

The media tend to point the finger at the government for most of the current problems. 
[accuse of being responsible for] 


He gave an awful speech. He made lots of jokes but nobody laughed. It made my toes 
curl. [made you feel extremely embarrassed or ashamed for someone else] 


You have to read the newspapers daily if you want to keep your finger on the pulse. 
[stay up-to-date] 


Language 


Draw pictures to help you remember the idioms, 
e.g. draw toes and write the ‘toes curl’ idiom in it. 


made my toes curl 
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Exercises 


18.1 Correct the mistakes in these idioms from A opposite. 


1 | wonder what is really behind the president's decision. I’m sure there's more to it than 
meets the mind. 

Melissa is head and hair above her brother when it comes to maths. 

I’m sure we can think of a good present for Jim if we put our hearts together. 

Kasia really loves getting her mouth into a new project. 

You mustn't bury your feet in the sand - problems don't go away if you ignore them. 

It was one in the nose for Liliana's brother when she passed her driving test first time - 
it had taken him five attempts. 


Oo) U1 4» C) h2 


18.2 Read these statements and answer the questions. 


1 The government is anxious not to lose face and so is refusing to back down. 
Is the government afraid of losing respect or money? 

2 Danny finds it very hard to bite his tongue when his boss says something foolish. 
Does Danny want to laugh or to speak? 

3 The novelist said she always enjoyed getting her teeth into a new book. 
Is the novelist talking about starting or finishing a new book? 

4 Management has introduced some face-saving measures in the attempt to make the problems 
seem less serious. 
Is management concerned about a loss of staff or a loss of respect? 

5 Winning the prize has gone to Lucia's head. 
Is Lucia nicer or less nice because of her success? 


18.3 Match the statements on the left with a suitable response on the right. 


1 Let's talk about planning the party. [] a Yes, there's more to it than meets 
the eye. 
2 Bruno was upset when he lost the race pe b That’s right, his face didn’t fit. 
to his rival. 


3 Ahmed's been so arrogant since he won 
that competition. 


C Yes, he was afraid of losing face. 


4 Hedidn't want people to think less of him. d Yes, it was one in the eye for him. 


5 They never really liked him in his old job. Yes, they're all pointing the finger 


at him. 


6 It's a very complicated issue, I think. f Yes, let's put our heads together. 


Ks ENGLI 


7 Everyone says that Karl is to blame. g Well, it’s good to keep your finger 


on the pulse. 


8 | read a newspaper every day. h Yes, it's really gone to his head. 


L 


18.4 Rewrite the underlined part of each sentence using the word in brackets. 


| wish | could go to Japan with you! [ARM] 

After some initial small problems, the business began to do well. [TEETHING] 

| find it very hard to pronounce some Welsh place names. [TONGUE] 

| don't know why they're accusing me - I'm not guilty. [FINGER] 

I’m not very good at maths, but my brother understands all about figures. [HEAD] 

| hope I'm not interfering, but could | suggest you try a different approach? [TOES] 

Paulo's speech at the wedding was so embarrassing! [TOES] 

| don't see how you can keep in touch with what's going on in the world if you never watch TV 
or listen to the radio. [FINGER] 


ANANBWN F2 
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Games and sport 


Card games and board games 
You'd think it was Monopoly money, the amount he spent last week. [money that has no 
value and is used only in games] 


| wanted the job in Paris, but | knew the dice were loaded against me because my French 
isn't very good. [I would be unlikely to succeed] 


He drives so fast! You're dicing with death if you let him drive you. [taking a great risk] 


The audience sat there poker-faced all through the play. [expressionless; this comes from the 
card game poker, where you must not let your face reveal whether you have good or bad cards] 


Management found that the union held all the cards in the pay talks. [was in a strong 
position] 


| kept / played my cards close to my chest in the interview. [didn't reveal my plans] 


The politician played his ace / trump card by promising lower taxes for all on the day of 
the election. [used his advantage, especially one others did not know about] 


Ball games 

e^o CA Reniy unu e^o R1 Reply Forward 
Hi Daniel Hi Craig 

Having a bad day at work. My boss has just increased my Sorry you're having a hard time. It seems unfair 
sales targets again! It's so unfair. He just keeps moving to push Jen out just because of something so 
the goalposts’. On top of that, my colleague Jen has minor - it's just not cricket! My new company 
just announced she's leaving, which has completely is a whole new ball game? from the last one. 
knocked me for six? because | really like working with her. People here like to play hardball®. Everybody is 
Apparently, she got the red card? from Jerry because she always competing against everyone else. | think 
was late a few times, and she's decided to leave. ll have to take a rain check tonight". | promised 
Anyway, fancy going to see a film tonight? I'd make the dinner. 

Craig Daniel 


! changing the rules in a situation in a way that is not fair ? surprised and upset me ? received official criticism 
for bad behaviour ^ it's not right or fair behaviour; usually used humorously ? a completely different situation 
$ be so determined to get what they want that they use unfair methods " something you say when you have to 
refuse someone's invitation to something that you would like to do at another time 


Boxing 


explanation 


example 


not pull any The coach didn't pull any punches when | spoke in an honest and direct way 
punches he told the team how badly they had without trying to be tactful 
played. 


be / feel 
punch-drunk 


The trade fair was so noisy and busy that! | was tired and confused (If a boxer is 
felt punch-drunk by the end of the week. | punch-drunk, he is dazed as a result of 
being hit on the head.) 


an unfair attack (In boxing, hitting 
someone below the belt is not allowed.) 


below the belt | It was below the belt to mention his 
rival’s marital problems to the journalist. 


throw in the 
sponge / towel 


Kisho will never agree to throw in the In the past, throwing the sponge or 
sponge, even if he has lost any chance of towel into the ring meant admitting 
winning the election. defeat. 
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19.2 


19.3 


19.4 


Exercises 


Look at A opposite. Which idioms do these pictures make you think of? 


"n 


holds. SQ ds DI E stes the dicésauotastlt ete play .ssbiM gai. seus 


Rewrite the underlined part of each sentence using an idiom from 19.1. 


| felt | was taking a huge risk riding at high speed on the back of his motorbike. 

| didn't tell anyone about my plans and didn't mention that | was going to resign soon. 

He's so rich. He spends money as if it were toy money. 

The barrister used an advantage none of us knew about and revealed the final piece of evidence. 
| wanted a job in politics, but felt | was unlikely to succeed as | had no personal contacts in the 
political world. 

6 Masais so much more qualified and experienced than | am. He has all the advantages if we 
both apply for the same job. 


AUNE 


Read these statements and answer the questions. 


Joseph just sat there with a blank expression on his face. 

I think Ivana was unfair when she mentioned to her boss that Kim had once been in prison. 
Jung said he was too busy to come with us this time, so we went without him. 

The news obviously surprised and upset Gina a lot. 

Who said something that was below the belt? „sssi 

Whoitooleairainicheck?....o ttes 

Who was knocked for six by something? .. 
Who was poker-faced? isisisi 


4A»0hNFIPO0O] tU 


Complete each idiom. 


1 Jin's in a very powerful position; he „usss altas eei 

2, Theteachephas ence ————— the tme so many times that none of the 
students knows what the rules are any more. 

3 Liam is very direct with people; he never sss AEN assit dente 


4 What? The headteacher changed the holiday from a whole day to a half day! Poor kids! It s just 
notzxinier Som et ,is it? 

5 Thetwo presidential candidates have played 
quite personal attacks on each other. 


recently and have made 


6 Advertising on TV is not the same as it was 20 years ago; it's a whole usss now. 

T Everyone Telt suussani aa after six hours of political debate. 

8 At 10 pm on the night of the election, the president threw .............. sss and admitted 
he had lost. 
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Ancient myths and history 


Greek mythology 


Read these comments made by politicians: 
| think this party has a great future, but corruption seems to be our Achilles' heel. 


In his latest speech criticising the prime minister's actions, the finance minister has opened a 
Pandora's box of political and legal problems. 


Our leader has shown that she has the Midas touch when it comes to economic planning. 


His appointment to leader has caused many problems within the party, with some members 
accusing him of being a Trojan horse, sent to destroy the party from within. 


Another stock market crash is hanging over this government like the sword of Damocles. 
person or place explanation 


Achilles /a'kili:z/ | Achilles’ heel was the only place on his body that the hero could be wounded or killed. It 
was his one weak point. 


Pandora Pandora carried a box which held all the evils of the world. When she opened it, evil 
escaped into the world. 


Everything Midas touched turned into gold. 
Troy The Greeks sent a huge wooden horse into the city of Troy as a gift. Soldiers were hiding 
inside, who then attacked the city. 
Damocles During a banquet, Damocles saw a sword hanging by just one hair above his head, ready 
to fall and kill him. 


Other expressions related to ancient myths and history 
In these conversations, the second speaker uses an idiom to repeat and sum up what the first 
speaker says. 


A: The government needs to act now before it's too late! 
B: | know. It's like they're fiddling while Rome burns. 


A: We've won an important victory, but we must fight on. 
B: Yes, we mustn't rest on our laurels. 


A: rll examine every word in every single document until | find the answer. 
B: Yes - leave no stone unturned. 


: We knew it was going to end in disaster. It was so obvious! 
: | know - we all saw the writing on the wall. 


A: The early days of our business were such fun, and we were so successful! 
B: Yes, they really were the halcyon days. 


A: | don’t think we should react to their insults. 
| agree. Let's just turn the other cheek. 


We won our court case, but we've got no money left. It wasn't such a great success after all! 
No, | agree. It was more of a Pyrrhic victory. 


So Marco accepted responsibility for the situation and resigned as director? 
Yes, he decided to fall on his sword. 


The last thing Edward said to his boss when he left the job was that she was a fool! 
Yes, that wasn't such a great parting shot, was it? 


: The dispute has got bigger and bigger - everyone's involved now. 
: Yes, it seems to have grown to epic proportions. 


D» or rvp g 
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20.2 


20.3 


20.4 


Exercises 


Look at A opposite. Which idioms do these pictures make you think of? 
T 2 3 


Complete each sentence with an idiom from 20.1. 


1 New financial regulations are hanging over the banking industry like 
Hui MUO M NUR eee, te . Bankers are extremely worried. 

2 One famous type of computer virus works like ............... t ; 
It attacks your computer from inside the system. 

3 He'sa good worker in many ways, but planning is his ts : 
He's so disorganised. 

4SDeropenedmetemte n EM)... cst m when she started investigating corruption 
in the building industry. 


Complete the crossword. 


Across 
1-thewritingontheweet a 
2/ Fam T en victory 


Down 


Correct the mistakes in these idioms. 


1 Julia's leaving shot as she walked out of the room was to say that she never wanted to see 
any of us ever again. 

The police left no stones unturned in trying to trace the missing child. 

Piero fell into his sword and accepted full responsibility for the disaster. 

She really has the Pandora touch - everything she does is hugely successful. 

It was a task of epic size, but everyone tried their hardest to succeed. 

We should continue to work hard and not sleep on our laurels. 

If we are faced with a violent attack, we should just turn the other face and not react. 
Doing nothing at this stage would be like singing while Rome burns. 


2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
T 
8 


Over to 


Use the Internet to find out where the idioms in B come from. You can use a search 
engine like Google or a specific site about idioms, e.g. www.phrases.org.uk 
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Shakespeare 


Many common idioms actually come from the works of Shakespeare (1564-1616), the famous 
English poet and dramatist who wrote 38 plays, including Romeo and Juliet and Hamlet. Here 
are some idioms from Shakespeare’s plays that are used in everyday English. 


modern-day example 


Their relationship was ruined by 
the green-eyed monster. 


By criticising the company and 
the team’s performance, the new 
manager succeeded in upsetting 
everyone at one fell swoop. 


My nephews came to stay at the 
weekend and have eaten me out 
of house and home. 


| meaning 
i 


jealousy 


| origin 
lago: O, beware, my lord, of jealousy; ft 
is the green-eyed monster which doth 
mock / The meat it feeds on. (Othello) 


suddenly, at the same time 


eaten all the food there is in 
my house (informal) 


Macduff (on hearing that all his family 
have been killed): What, all my pretty 
chickens and their dam / At one fell 
swoop? (Macbeth) 


Mistress Quickly: He hath eaten me out 
of house and home; he hath put all 

my substance into that fat belly of his. 
(Henry IV Pt II) 


It was a terrifying film - it made 
my hair stand on end. 


Let me finish this email - I'll be 
with you in the twinkling of an 
eye. 


frightened me very much 


in an instant 


Ghost: | could a tale unfold [which] 
would ... make each particular hair 
to stand on end, like quills upon the 
fretful porpentine. (Hamlet) 


Launcelot: I'll take my leave of the 
Jew in the twinkling of an eye. (The 
Merchant of Venice) 


The police were sent on a wild- 
goose chase, looking for the 
money that the criminals had 
already spent. 


The TV presenter laid it on with a 
trowel when he was introducing 
that film star. 


a search that has no hope of 
success (informal) 


praised somebody or 
something excessively 
(informal) 


Mercutio: If thy wits run the wild-goose 
chase, | have done. (Romeo and Juliet) 


Celia: Well said: that was laid on with a 
trowel. (As You Like It) 


The film is a classic love story 
about star-crossed lovers. 


Nick and Maria have broken up 
again! The course of true love 
never did run smooth. 
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people unlucky in love 


There are always difficulties 
to face in romantic 
relationships. 


Prologue: A pair of star-crossed lovers 
take their life. (Romeo and Juliet) 


Lysander: The course of true love 
never did run smooth. (A Midsummer 
Night's Dream) 


nnnun-—-—-—--—————————————" 


21.1 


21.2 


21.3 


21.4 


Exercises 


Replace the underlined part of each sentence with an idiom. 


1 The film is about two people unlucky in love and their relationship. 

2 Maxand his friends managed to eat all the food | had in the house. 

3 Harry's driving terrified me, but we arrived safely. 

4 Heset off on a hopeless quest to find the buried treasure he'd read about. 

5 Masha prepared a delicious meal in what seemed like no time at all. 

6 Jealousy is responsible for many crimes of passion. 

7 Thereviewer didn't praise the play subtly - he went on and on about how wonderful it was. 


Complete each idiom. 


1 So,Helen's parents are trying to persuade her not to get married to Tom? Oh well, the course of 


My dif de ttl lovemmeverdidirun etl 
2 This thriller is terrifying. It'll make your hair stand on „s i 
3 | need to go shopping. The kids have eaten us out of „i and home. 
4 I'll just let the cat out, then I'll be with you in the twinkling of an 
5 Let's try and write all our holiday postcards at one fell .................. this morning. 


Which idioms do these pictures make you think of? 
1 3 


Complete each sentence with an idiom from 21.3. 


1 The bank robbers left the country after they had cleverly managed to send the police off 
Once E S e PUE UE sons à 


Maya and Harry’s relationship was destroyed by ts : 
4 Simply tell your daughter that you like her work. There’s no need to 


Over to 


‘Pound of flesh’ and ‘send someone packing’ are two other idioms from Shakespeare. Search for 


these phrases online and see if you can find their meaning and origin. You could search using a 
search engine such as Google, or visit the website http://www.phrases.org.uk. See if you can find 
any other Shakespearean idioms in common usage. 
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22 Literature 
SEDES Famous literary characters 


example | explanation 


My grandmother’s attic was an Aladdin’s cave of 
old paintings and other valuable objects. 


All the cameras on our streets mean that Big 
Brother is watching us all the time. 


When I was learning to play golf, Jack was my Man Man Friday is the servant on a desert island in Daniel 
Friday. He advised me and even carried Defoe’s novel Robinson Crusoe. 

all my equipment. (You may also see Girl or Person 

Friday) 


George is a real Jekyll and Hyde character. One Jekyll and Hyde represent two opposite sides of Dr 
minute he’s happy and friendly, the next minute Jekyll's personality in Robert Louis Stevenson’s novel 
he's aggressive and violent. The Strange Case of Dr Jekyll and Mr Hyde. 


I’m single and still waiting for Prince Charming to Prince Charming is the handsome prince in many 
appear on his white horse! fairy tales. The expression is often used humorously. 


Eo. v Bl Novels, plays, fairy tales and poems 


The idioms in these horoscopes all come from novels, plays, fairy tales and poems. 


Horoscopes 


er’. Try to live life 
e; yo just with your books 
| GEMINI You sometimes feel that your hopes LIBRA There may be a big argument with 
ond ambitions are just castles in the air’. But someone close to you. But don't worry: it will 
hold on to your dreams; one of them will soon just be a storm in a teacup’. 
come true. 
CANCER You find yourself in a Catch-22 SCORPIO You don’t like offending people, 
situation’ with someone very close to you. but sometimes you have to call a spade a 
One of you needs to be mature and act first, but spade’. Don't be afraid to say something that 
who will it be? may hurt someone. 


1a problem that it is difficult to be free of * be like people who come into your life and leave again after a short 
time ? plans that have very little chance of happening ^an impossible situation where you are prevented from 
doing one thing until you have done another thing, but you cannot do the other thing until you have done the 

first thing ?do something as completely as possible ĉa situation where you are separated from the ordinary and 
unpleasant things that happen in life "a situation where people get very angry or worried about something that is 
not important *to tell the truth about something, even if it is not polite or pleasant 
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22.1 


22.2 


22.3 


22.4 


22.5 


Exercises 


Answer these questions. Use the information in A opposite to help you. 


Ji 
2 
3 
4 
5 


Which servant helped Robinson Crusoe? 

What was the surname of Dr Jekyll's evil side? 

Who do fairy-tale heroines fall in love with? 

Which authoritarian figure do we say watches everything we do? 
Who found himself in a cave full of treasure? 


Complete each sentence with a literary character from 22.1. 


1 
2 


3 
4 
5 


My sister's getting married next week. I’m so happy she's found her ...................... s 
The Internet service providers know exactly which websites we visit - 
watching us all the time. 


My life is totally chaotic. | need a... to help me with everything. 

The old cupboard was a(n) ............ 's cave of valuable objects. 

Roberto is a real Jekyll and ............. character. You can never predict how he's going 
to behave. 


Rewrite the underlined part of each sentence using the word in brackets. 


1 


2 


3 


4 


5 


Don't worry, it's just one of those problems where everyone gets upset and then it's forgotten. 
[STORM] 

He wants to borrow a lot of money to go travelling, but paying it back could become 

a problem that he can't escape from. [NECK] 

Why are you just getting a new fridge and cooker? Why not do things completely and get a new 
kitchen? [WHOLE] 

He's always got some new money-making plan or scheme, but most of the time they're just plans 
that will never happen. [AIR] 

| met him ten years ago and then saw him again last year. We seem to be like people who enter 
and leave each other's lives after a short time. [SHIPS] 


Match the beginning of each sentence with its ending. 


1 
2 
3 
4 


She’s very direct and always calls a Catch-22 situation. 


| found myself in a ridiculous b astorm in a teacup. 
People say that academics live in C ivory towers. 


There's nothing to worry about; it's just d aspade a spade. 


ERTE 


Which idioms do these pictures make you think of? 


Over to 


Use the Internet to find out the literary origins of the idioms in B opposite. The 
Phrase Finder at www.phrases.org.uk is a good place to start your research. 
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USES A Studying and making progress 


Tom and Harry are twin brothers. Tom had set his sights on! 
going to university, but some of his teachers told him his grades 
were not up to scratch. So he decided to work harder, burning 
the candle at both ends? and studying long hours. As a result, 
his work improved in leaps and bounds^ and he got a place at 
university. 


Harry, on the other hand, was naturally clever. When he was younger, all his teachers thought he was 
on track? for a place at university. In his last couple of years at school, however, he started getting 
poor grades and had a lot of ground to make up? in order to improve. Unlike his brother, though, he 
didn't work round the clock’, and as a result he didn't get in to university. 


1 decided to achieve something (You can also say ‘have your sights set on (doing) something’) ?up to a 
satisfactory standard or quality ? going to bed late and getting up early ^progressing rapidly (You can also say 
‘by leaps and bounds’) 5working on and likely to achieve something ĉa lot of work to catch up “all the time 


MERTE S Remembering and forgetting 


How do you learn and remember new vocabulary in English? Here are some tips from other students: 
Lf 

Kasia: | usually try to learn new ~N 

expressions off by heart!, especially : 

when they don't exist in my language. 


Farah: At school, we were always 
taught to learn by rote", so that we 
could repeat things from memory, 
and | still use that technique to help 


Sadiq: I’ve got a memory like a sieve’, me remember new vocabulary. 


so | find a mind map or drawing can 
help. If | have a few key words or an 


2 1 3 Ana: l've got a terrible memory. 
image, it jogs my memory". 


Most things just go in one ear and 
out the other$, so | always try to 
make a mental image when learn 
new words. Often it's something 
funny. | find that helps the words 
stick in my mind' better. 


Massimo: Because | like acting in my 
spare time, | often learn certain things 
like | would learn a script, so | can 
repeat them word for word’. Stuff like 
irregular verbs, for example. 


1 learn something so that you can remember it perfectly 7a bad memory *helps me to remember / 
reminds me ^using exactly the same words ?learn something to be able to repeat it exactly (even if you 
do not understand it) *are forgotten immediately "be easily remembered 


Teaching and learning 


example 


l've been doing this job for 20 years, but now they're bringing 
in new software which I'm finding difficult to use. You can't 
teach an old dog new tricks. 


You're teaching your grandmother to suck eggs! l've been 


fishing here for years, so | think | know where the best places are. 


| stayed up all night the night before the exam, but was so 
tired the next day | did really badly. I’ve learnt my lesson and 
won't be doing that again. 


The next time he arrives late, just go without him - that will 
teach him a lesson. 
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| meaning 


It's difficult to make someone change their 
way of doing things, especially if they have 
been doing it for a long time. 


You are giving advice to someone about 
something they know more about than you. 


to learn from a negative experience not to 
do something again 


to show someone as a result of experience 
what not to do 


23.1 


23 


23 


23 


N 


w 


A 


Exercises 


Match the beginning of each sentence with its ending. 


il 


I’m absolutely exhausted at the moment. I’ve 
been working round 


a track to graduate in the 
summer. 


Since she started at her new school, Tanya's 
work has come on in leaps 


b for word today. | was very 
impressed! 


| handed in my essay, but my tutor gave it 
back and said it wasn't up to 


c the clock to finish my essay 
on time. 


Michael's working hard at university and is on d scratch. | have to rewrite it. 


| taught the children a new song yesterday e heart for a test tomorrow. 


and they repeated it back to me word 


FII m, RES SER 3 


Our chemistry teacher told us we had to learn f and bounds. 


part of the periodic table off by 


Correct the mistakes in these idioms. 


1 


[o 


Alain was always eating sweet things, but after the dentist gave him several fillings, | think he's 
studied his lesson. 

Florence seems to be burning the candle at both sides at the moment - going to parties every 
night and then getting up early to study. 

Dev started telling the IT manager how to set up a spreadsheet. Talk about teaching your 
grandmother to eat eggs! 

| keep forgetting that | can use online banking to pay my bills. You can't teach an old bird new 
tricks, | suppose. 

Frida has set her eyes on becoming CEO, and after her latest promotion, she's well on the way. 
After his rude behaviour, Oli's mother decided to learn him a lesson and didn't let him play with 
his friends. 


Read these statements and answer the questions. 


Ralf: 


Rajesh: 


Hailey: 


Tom: 


1 
2 
3 


| draw pictures in my notebook so that when | see the picture, | remember the word. 

| can still repeat all the poems | memorised as a child. 

I'm determined to get top marks in my next test! 

I’ve tried to explain to my grandad how to use a smartphone, but he just doesn’t get it. 
| read through all my notes last night, and now | can't remember anything! 


| was ill for three weeks at the beginning of term, and so | need to catch up on my homework. 


Who learnt things by rote? 
Who can't teach an old dog new tricks? 


4 Who has a memory like a sieve? 
5 Who has a lot of ground to make up? 


Who needs something to jog their memory? — 6 Who has set their sights on achieving a high grade? 


Do these sentences make sense? Explain why or why not. 


oU€i.» 0 hN rm! 


Habib's work came on in leaps and bounds, so he failed his exam. 

My password sticks in my mind. | keep forgetting it. 

Rafaella learnt all her lines for the play off by heart. She didn't need any help remembering them. 
We've had a great year this year. The company is on track to make a big profit. 

l've got a great memory for names. They go in one ear and out the other. 

Jamie's been working round the clock recently, so I’m sure he'll have plenty of energy. 
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pa 


24 science and technology 


ES CAT Science and technology idioms in positive contexts 
Some science- and technology-based idioms are used to evaluate things in a positive way. 
Read these magazine reviews and note the idioms. 


The Soundboom 88 software suite is at 
the cutting edge! of audio technology, 
providing a complete home studio 


1 at the most recent stage of development in a particular type of work or activity ? having just been 
printed and containing the most recent information ĉa clever and original idea, plan or invention * does 
exactly what is necessary to get the result you want 


Pe Bs Science and technology idioms in negative contexts 
Science- and technology-based idioms can also be used to evaluate situations in a more 
negative way. Read this conversation about a problem at work and note the idioms. 


Rob: We're light years away from’ developing good software for our customer database. The 
hardware doesn't help either. The main computer is on the blink? and needs replacing. 


Hannah: Well, we can replace the computer, but | thought the database was OK. 


Rob: So did |, but Krishnan threw a spanner in the works? when he found some faults in 
its design. 


Hannah: Well, we should be able to sort that out. | mean, it's not rocket science’, is it? 
There must be software we can use. Trying to do it all ourselves may mean we're just 
reinventing the wheel?. 


Rob: Yes, but we want to do it properly. In some ways, the old system we had worked fine — you 
know what they say, ‘If it ain't broke, don't fix it9!' | 


Hannah: Well, if we don't fix things soon, the system will go haywire’ and we won't be able to 
contact our customers. | think you should order a new computer and replace the software. 


Rob: I'm not authorised to do that. I’m just a small cog in the machine here?. 


! be a long way away from ? is not working correctly ? did something that prevented a plan from 
succeeding ^used to say that something is not very difficult to do or to understand (humorous) 

5 wasting time trying to create something that someone else has already created 5said when you see 
that something works well, and there is no reason to try to change it " stop working normally and start 
working in a different and strange way (informal) ® one part of a large organisation 


Other science- and technology-based idioms 
The government has set the wheels in motion! for a complete reform of the tax system. 
My new car is very economical. The old one was such a gas guzzler’. 
Government investment has oiled the wheels? of economic development in the poorer regions. 


1 done something which will cause a series of actions to start ?car that uses a lot of fuel ? made it easier 
for something to happen 
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Exercises 


24.1  LookatA opposite. Read these statements and answer the questions. 


[ Rob | | got his new book the day it was published. 
My new tablet is great: it's easy to use, it looks good, and it was cheap. 
This phone has features that no other phone has yet; it's amazing. 


Apparently, it was invented by a Russian scientist, who worked on it for ten years. 


Who is talking about... 


1 something that is at the cutting edge of technology? 
2 something that was hot off the press? 

3 something that pushes the right buttons? 

4 something that was the brainchild of someone? 


24.2  Rewrite the underlined part of each sentence using the word in brackets. 


1 | try my best to do my job well, but sometimes | feel as if I’m just an unimportant person in a 


massive organisation. [MACHINE] 

2 | don’t want to do anything to prevent your plan from working, but | think you should apply for 
official permission first. [SPANNER] 

3 | worry sometimes that we're just wasting time doing something someone has already done in our 
research. [WHEEL] 

4 I’m afraid | couldn't print the document; our printer is not working properly. [BLINK] 

5 There was a power failure and everything suddenly stopped working. [HAYWIRE] 

6 She should be able to write a simple text message. | mean, it’s not a difficult thing to do, is it? 
[SCIENCE] 

7 Ithink we're a long way away from finding a cure for this terrible disease. [LIGHT] 


8 Why change the system? If it works OK, we don't need to do anything! [BROKE] 
24.3  Choosethe correct answer. 


1 If you oil the wheels of something, you a) make something happen very suddenly 
b) make it easier for something to happen c) stop something happening. 

2 Agasguzzleris a) atypeofcooker b)a person who drinksalot c)a type of car. 

3 If you set the wheels in motion for something, you a) cause it to start b) create complications for 
it c) cause it to stop. 

4 Ifa machine is on the blink, it a) is working correctly b) is not working at all 
c) is working, but not correctly. 


24.4  Hereare some errors made with idioms by candidates in advanced-level exams. Can you 
correct them? 


1 Myschool was new. We had all kinds of cutting-hedge technology. 

2 Suddenly, everything went hayware, and there was complete chaos. 

3 She felt she was just a cog in the wheel and that no one ever noticed her. 
4 Thecity council set the wheel to turn for the construction of the new park. 
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25 


Films, plays and books 


DISMEN I Idioms from film and theatre reviews 


The show had the audience rolling in the aisles!. | The plot will keep you on the edge of 
your seat’. 
The finale brought the house down". His dramatic performance sent 
shivers down my spine". 
Helena Good stole the show? with a fantastic performance. | 


1 laughing a lot ? made the audience laugh or clap a lot; was extremely successful ? got all the attention and 
praise at an event or performance *keep you excited and interested in what happens next ? was very moving 


OSSA Talking about books 


54 


Ben: | read that novel that Laura recommended. | eventually managed to wade through! all 
400 pages, but I didn't like it very much. It was really heavy going?. It's not what | would call 
a page-turner?! 


Nina: Yeah. The critics in the Sunday papers certainly did a hatchet job on‘ it. 

Ben: Well, it's pretty easy to pick holes in? the plot. | didn't think it was at all convincing. 
Nina: Mind you, | could never write a short story, let alone a novel. 

Ben: Yes, it’s much easier to be an armchair critic?, isn't it? 


1 finish reading something, but with difficulty ?difficult to read or understand *a book that is so exciting that 
you have to read it quickly ^criticised strongly and cruelly ?find mistakes in; criticise 6 criticise, but without 
any personal expertise in what is being criticised (You can also say ‘armchair traveller’ and ‘armchair gardener’.) 


An actor’s career 


C Q fi 


Portia Cole had always dreamt of having her name in lights’. At school she was 

a leading light? of the drama club, and she spent all her free time treading the 
boards’. Portia's tendency to play to the gallery^ meant she was quickly noticed 
when she started acting professionally. When she got the opportunity to take over 
the leading role in a popular new crowd-puller? in a major London theatre, she was 


waiting in the wings?, ready and eager to take centre stage’. She was surprised 
to feel very nervous before her opening night. However, all her friends and relatives 
assured her that it would be all right on the night?, and it was! The audience and 
the critics loved her, and her career was well and truly launched. 


1 being famous ?an important member ? acting on stage (in the theatre) *behave in a way to make people 
admire or support her; often slightly disapproving ? something attracting a lot of attention and interest ê ready 
to become important (this idiom is often used in non-theatrical contexts too, e.g. ‘Investors are waiting in the 
wings, ready to act if the business is sold’) ‘become the most important person in the play (this idiom is often 
used in non-theatrical contexts too, e.g. ‘Education took centre stage in the new political manifesto’) ® without 
problems on the day of the actual performance 
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25.1 


25.2 


25.3 


25.4 


Exercises 


Match the beginning of each sentence with its ending. 
The critics didn't hesitate to pick shivers down my spine. 
in the aisles. 
hatchet job on it. 


holes in her performance. 


The hero's dying words sent 

The comedian's jokes brought 

It took me all of my holiday to wade 

The singers were all great, but the young soprano stole of our seats. 
The play was so funny it had the audience rolling through that novel. 
The film was really exciting and kept us on the edge the show. 


The Sunday News critic hated the book and did a 


aN OUAU hM Lm 


the house down. 


LILIEJEIJEIJEJEJES 


Which idioms do these pictures make you think of? 


Complete each sentence. There may be more than one possible answer. 


1 When a politician plays to the gallery, it is because they want people to sssri: them. 
2 People say 'It'll be all right on the night’ when they want to... you. 

3 The boards referred to in ‘tread the boards’ are those of a... 1 

- e — TIS people would be at a crowd-pulling show. 

Is stercus rea people do not usually enjoy taking centre stage. 


Rewrite the underlined part of each sentence using the word in brackets. 


Richard is an important person in the local tennis club. [LIGHT] 
The teacher was very critical of my essay. [PICKED] 
Don't worry about your presentation. It'll all go well, I’m sure. [NIGHT] 


The dog got all the attention in the evening's performance. [STOLE] 
She spent years acting in the theatre before getting a part in a TV soap. [BOARDS] 


The new manager is good at saying things that make her popular. [GALLERY] 
The book was very difficult to read. [HEAVY] 
| can't believe that the Sunday News critic described such a boring novel as a book you just have to 


read quickly. [PAGE] 
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26 Relationships - friends and family 
BUS Family relationships 


Alice and Sara are talking about their families. The idioms they use are fairly informal. 


Alice: How quickly time passes! It seems like only yesterday that my son Jason was a 
twinkle in his father’s eye’, and now suddenly he's 18 and about to fly the nest?. 
He's got a job in Spain, so he's moving there. 


Sara: Yes, my son Richard's the same. He's 21, and he's the spitting image of? his 
dad now. He's just like him in character too — he's a real chip off the old block^! 
They're both so tall too — tall men seem to run in the family?. Richard's already left 
home — we only see him a couple of times a year. 


Alice: Yes, it's sad when your nearest and dearest® move away. Our daughter lives in 
the US, and we hardly ever see her. It's hard not being able to visit your own flesh 
and blood’ very often. 


Sara: Yes. But then, you know, our family always preferred being independent. We never 
lived in each other's pockets?, so | suppose this is the result. 


1 was not even born (humorous) ? leave home to live independently ? looks very much like 
^similar in personality to one of his parents or an older family member ?a lot of people in the family 
have that characteristic ê your family (humorous) ‘relatives *did everything together 


EDU Friends and other social contacts 


Note the idioms in these horoscopes. 


Horoscopes 
You and a good friend go back a long way’, but friendship doesn't always 
i last forever. Be careful what you say this week, or you may find that your 


old friend won't even give you the time of day’. 


You have the ear of? someone in authority, so don't be afraid to tell them 
T your opinion. If you have friends in high places^, and if you often rub 
shoulders with? important people, you should use it to your advantage. 


re This week, a fair-weather friend? will let you down when you need them 
- | & most. Remember, real friends are those who stand by you through thick 
and thin’ and are a tower of strength? in difficult times. 


Ag An old flame? makes an appearance this week. Are you ready to settle 
a down or do you want to stay footloose and fancy-free'? forever? 


t have known each other a long time ? will refuse to speak to you because they think they're better than 
you or they don't like you *the person is ready to listen to your views and ideas ^know important and 
influential people 5spend time with important or famous people *someone who is your friend only when 
things are going well for you ‘through good and bad situations * someone who supports you a lot in 
difficult situations. (You can also say ‘pillar of strength?) ? someone you had a romantic relationship with in 
the past +° free and without responsibilities to anyone 
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26.1 


26.2 


26.3 


26.4 


Exercises 


Look at A opposite. Match the beginning of each sentence with its ending. 

They invited their nearest [] a father's eye three years ago! 
We don't live in each other's the old block - he's just like his uncle Rex. 
He has deserted his own flesh the nest and went to live in Australia. 
Young Sam is the spitting 


L] 
LI 
fod 
She was just a twinkle in her F] 
[] 
"m 


and dearest to the wedding. 
run in the family. 

When he turned 18, he flew 
Harry is a real chip off 


pockets, but we're a happy family. 
and blood and gone to join the army. 


aN Do 4 WY HL 


b 
c 
d 
e 
f 
g 
h 


Both girls are pretty. Good looks A image of his grandfather. 


Complete each sentence with an idiom from 26.1. 


IE CO hem con etus 

2 How could you harm your brother? He's your own... 

3 She was born in 1986. In 1983, she was just a sss in 

4 ABL osi eim - Toto PPP mere Se gathered round her for a family photo on her 


90th birthday. 
5 ld hate the sort of family where everybody lives t ; 
He's 42 and still living with his parents. Most people ............. tt a lot 
earlier. 
All of her sisters are really musical too. It must ES T9 Vne ZAN one SmE ER en : 
8) Maxisjas gerierous'as!fTisidadHels d). diti RC ORETRBUREE RE ; 


o 


“I 


Read these statements and answer the questions. 


My so-called friend Lucy doesn't even give me the time of day any more. 


My friend Tessa has been with me through thick and thin. 


My best friend and | go back a long way. 


l've got friends in high places, you know. 


l've come to the conclusion that Ben is just a fair-weather friend. 
1 Who has known someone for many years? 4 Whose friend has given support in difficult 
2 Whose friend is only there when things are times? 
going well? 5 Who knows powerful and influential people? 


3 Who has a friend who won't speak to her? 


Rewrite each sentence using an idiom from the opposite page. 


If the boss listens to him and respects his ideas, we should let him represent us. 
Joanna was incredibly supportive when | was going through a bad time. 

Amina has invited a former boyfriend of hers to the party on Saturday. 

My friend Ali has stood by me through good times and bad times. 

He was independent and had no responsibilities until he was 25; then he got married. 
l've known Raisa a very long time. 
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27 People - character and behaviour 


Positive characteristics and behaviour 
In this conversation, Lucy uses an idiom to repeat and sum up what Beth says. 


Lucy: lm trying to organise a quiz team. Who do you think | should ask? 
Beth: Why not ask Nathan? He knows a lot about all sorts of different things. 
Lucy: You're right. He's a mine of information. 


Beth: He can do all sorts of different things too. He's good at sport, and he's set up his own software 
business, which is doing very well, | believe. 


Lucy: That's right. He's a man of many parts’. 

Beth: Why don't you ask Matt as well? He's young, but he's so clever and really successful. 
Lucy: Yes, he's a whizz kid, if ever there was one. Good idea! 

Beth: His sister Georgie is nice too, isn't she? Full of energy and enthusiasm. 

Lucy: That's right. She's got plenty of get-up and go. 


Beth: She'd be great in a quiz too. She's a trained chef; she's a qualified singing teacher, so she 
knows about music; and she's studying film at college. 


Lucy: Yes, she has plenty of strings to her bow. Thanks, Beth. I'll ask them all! 


You can also say ‘woman of many parts’. 


cr ed Negative characteristics and behaviour 
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idiom | example | meaning 


a glutton for | She'scertainly a glutton for punishment. She's | someone who likes working hard or doing 
punishment | started doing a second degree, even though things other people would find unpleasant 


she's got a full-time job and two small children. | (humorous) 


highly strung | She's so highly strung that even a loud noise | very nervous and easily upset 
can make her jump. 


act / play the | He'd bea nicer person if he didn't play the behave in a silly way, often to make people 
fool fool so much. laugh 


look out for Trust Fred to take the last piece of cake. puts himself first, as he thinks he is the most 
numberone | Healways looks out for number one. important person (informal) 


a love rat Movie star Jake King was exposed as a love a man having a secret sexual relationship 
rat yesterday, when details of his affair with with someone not his wife or girlfriend 
co-star Kelly Black emerged. (informal, mainly used in popular journalism) 


a wet blanket | Stop complaining about the weather. It's not | someone who says or does something that 
that cold. Enjoy the picnic and stop being stops others from enjoying themselves 
such a wet blanket. (informal) 


a loose Our sales manager is a loose cannon. You someone who cannot be trusted because 
cannon never know what he'll say or do next. they act in an unpredictable way | 
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eat sb for The lawyers are going to eat the accused speak angrily or critically to easily control or 
breakfast man for breakfast. defeat someone 


| 


27.1 


27.2 


27.3 


27.4 


Exercises 


Complete each idiom from A opposite. 


1 
2 
3 
4 


5 


Let's hire Dan. He has a lot of get and go, and will really inspire the team. 


He's a person with many skills and talents, a true man of many ssl ; 

The restaurant is popular with banking WHIZZ „us , all talking loudly about the 
financial deals they're doing. 

Schools often encourage their students to collect as many „sss to their bow as 
possible. 

Ask Auntie Lily to help with your geography project - she's a sss of information 


about different places. 


Correct the mistakes in these idioms. 
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Concentrate on your homework and stop playing a fool! 

| hope Joe doesn't come to the party - he's such a cold blanket. 

| suppose that everyone ultimately has to look out for figure one. 

Kate volunteers for all the jobs that no one else will do - she's a real glutton for work. 
| always said she was a loose gun, so I’m not surprised she's causing trouble. 

The newspapers are claiming that the prince is a love snake. 

Be extra kind and calm with Jarek - he's very tightly strung. 

Everyone admires the young entrepreneur for his get-up and buy. 


Which idioms do these pictures make you think of? 


1 


Replace the underlined part of each sentence with an idiom. 


1 
2 


3 


I’m really scared about meeting them. I’m sure they'll be angry and criticise me. 

| don't want to be miserable and spoil your fun, but please can you turn the music down? It's 
too loud. 

Some people say that to succeed in business, you need to put your own interests first. 

There always seems to be a child in every class who acts in a silly way to make the other 
pupils laugh. 

Martina would be easier to live with if she weren't so nervous and easily upset. 

Some see him as an unpredictable and untrustworthy person, but this is unfair. 
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28 cCrimeand punishment 


ENEE) co 


Carlos and Ayse are talking about a crime at work. Read the conversation and note the idioms. 
All the idioms they use are informal. 


Carlos: I'd never have dreamt Ben was on the fiddle!, would you? 

Ayse: Well, no. | knew money was going missing, but | never thought it would be an inside job’. 
Ben seemed so honest, yet he had his hand in the till? all the time. 

Carlos: Yeah, he pulled the wool over everyone's eyes’. 

Ayse: | can’t believe he was taking us all for a ride?. He was so strict with us, and yet he was lining 
his own pockets? the whole time! 

Carlos: He sacked Jay when he was found selling things under the counter" last year. 

Ayse: | know! And now Ben has done a runner’, 

Carlos: Well, | hope they catch up with him. 


! was getting money in an illegal or 5tricking us 
dishonest way $was making money for himself in a 
2 a crime committed by someone from dishonest way 
within the organisation affected ‘secretly; illegally 
? was stealing the business's money run away to avoid a difficult situation 


4 deceived everyone 


BEET) Punishment 


Today we'd like you to tell us what you think about 
police and punishment in today’s world. Is the long 
arm of the law’ doing a good job? 


They’re too quick 
to throw the book 
at? people. Why 
should someone 
do a stretch? for a 
minor offence? Doing 
time’ just makes 
people more likely 

to commit another 
crime when they're 
released. 


The boys in blue? 
should recruit more 
reformed criminals. 
There's nothing 
more effective than 
a poacher turned 
gamekeeper?! 


| think young offenders should always be brought to 
book. A short sharp shock? would keep them on 
the straight and narrow’ in future. 


!the police (suggesting it has far-reaching 5 be punished (usually used in the passive) 
powers) 5a brief but severe punishment 

? punish someone as severely as possible "T behaving in an honest, moral way 
(informal) 8 the police (informal) 

3 have a prison sentence (informal) ? someone whose job involves working 

4 spending time in prison (informal) against the kind of person they used to be 
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Exercises 


28.1  Readthese comments about people's attitudes to banks. Complete each idiom. 
Interviewer: ‘Do you think banks are honest and open?’ 


No, there's too much secrecy and too = deals done under the ssl . They 
should be more open. 


eR eU EE: all the time, defrauding us and pulling the 
about what's really going on. 


Act uda = TINEO eaa See 
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28.2 Match each statement (1-9) with a suitable response (a-i). 


1 | think teenagers who commit a crime should be sent to prison for a week and given 

a really hard time. 

| see the police have been called in about the missing money at the tennis club. 

People who throw litter in the street ought to be prosecuted. 

Wow, the police charged Max with every possible offence they could think of! 

It didn't take long for the police to arrive, did it? 

| heard that Donald was actually in prison years ago. 

Apparently, Ellie was in prison when she was younger. 

That famous computer hacker, Jin Soon, is apparently a reformed character. 

It's amazing how that former burglar is helping the police investigate crime in the neigbourhood. 
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Yes, they say she did time for attacking her husband's lover. 

Yes, it's a real case of poacher turned gamekeeper. 

Yes, | agree. They should be brought to book. 

Yes, someone told me he had done a stretch, but | don't know what for. 
Yes, the thieves won't be able to escape from the long arm of the law. 
Yes, a short sharp shock would do them good! 

No, the boys in blue were soon on the scene! 

Yes, they really threw the book at him, didn't they! 

Yes, he's back on the straight and narrow. 
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28.3  Arethese sentences true or false? If the answer is false, say why. 


1 If someone has their hand in the till, they are illegally taking money from a business. 
2 If someone does a runner, they chase after a criminal. 

3 An inside job is a crime committed by someone from within the organisation affected. 
4 If someone does a stretch, they tell the police who committed a crime. 


Over to 


Find an article on the Internet relating to crime. Either go to a newspaper site or use a search 


engine to look for ‘crime stories in the news’. Try to find three or four idioms used in the article. 
Write them down in their context. 
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Describing people's work situation 
Read these comments by people about work situations. Idioms marked * in this unit are 
particularly informal. 


*Clare's babysitting job is such a cushy number*. All she has to do is take the children to the 
beach and watch them play? [a very easy job] 

*Lily's really at the top of the ladder now. She finally has the success she deserves: [in the 
highest position in an organisation] 

‘| took the job at Linderhoffs to get a foot in the door, even though it wasn't well paid.’ [take a job at 
a low level in an organisation, because you want a better job in the same organisation in the future] 

‘| slogged my guts out* for years in the water company and never got a pay rise.’ [worked very 
hard or used a lot of effort] 

*Harry doesn't do very much, even though he owns half the company. He's just a sleeping 
partner. [a partner in a company who does not take an active part in its management, but often 
provides some of the money; you can also say ‘silent partner] 

‘Erica has a good track record as a sales person. She deserves to be promoted: [all the 
achievements or failures that someone or something has had in the past] 

*Did Charlie get a golden handshake when he left the company?' [a large payment made to 
someone when they leave their job, either because their employer has asked them to leave, or as a 
reward for good service when they retire] 

‘She got a very generous golden hello when she started her first job after university.’ [a large 
payment made to someone when they accept a new job] 


The world of work 
These business news cuttings contain idioms used to talk about the world of work and 
business. Idioms describing work and business are often quite strong and colourful. 


Roaflex is doing a roaring trade'* and has 
effectively cornered the market? in camping 
equipment. ‘The company is going great guns?*. 
We've had a record year, its president said today. 


More travel agents will go belly up^* if the z EE 
economic recession continues. Two major I worked very hard and hoped I would get | 
operators have already gone to the wall?: Worldex 
went bust®* in February, and Overglobe closed 
in April. 


a promotion, said Ms Kirby, 'but now I 
realise Ive hit a glass ceiling? and wont 
go any further in this company.’ _ : 


1 selling a lot of goods very quickly ? become so successful at selling a product that almost no one else 
can sell it ? doing something very successfully “fail been destroyed financially 9was forced to close 
because of financial problems "closing the business êa way of life in which people compete with one 
another for power and money ?a point after which you cannot progress in your career (The idiom is 
mainly used to express the idea that women are unable to progress because the top jobs are given only 
to men in some companies.) 


Language 


Always make a special note if an idiom is very informal, and 
be careful not to use informal idioms in formal situations. 
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29.1 


29.2 


29.3 


29.4 


Exercises 


Which idioms do these pictures make you think of? 


Complete each sentence with an idiom from 29.1. 
1 Shefounded the company, but she's not very active in it now. She's just a 


2 Hedesperately wanted to work in the film industry, so he got a job carrying camera 


3 When he retired, the company gave him a tt 
4 It took him years to become chief executive, but he's n 
now. 


Do these sentences make sense? Explain why or why not. 


She had a good track record, so they fired her. 

It was a cushy number, so he had to work very hard indeed. 

I slogged my guts out and was exhausted. 

She changed jobs and got a golden hello from her new employer. 

The shop was doing a roaring trade, so they had to close down. 

Porterfax Ltd went belly up and employed 30 new staff. 

Opticarm cornered the market in digital cameras and faced strong competition. 
He went to live in the country because he was tired of the rat race. 
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Rewrite the underlined part of each sentence using the word in brackets. 


Our new online business is doing extremely well. [GUNS] 

Some airlines are in danger of collapsing financially. [WALL] 

That new farmers' market seems to be selling a lot of goods. [ROAR] 

Mr Olsen decided to close his business and retire to the coast. [SHOP] 

Another insurance company was forced to close down last week. [BUST] 

She realised she had hit a point where she could go no higher at work. [GLASS] 
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DERE a Metaphors in business news 


Metaphors (see Unit 4) are frequently used when journalists are writing about business. Notice 
how these headlines use metaphors from the weather, religion, horse riding, the natural world 
and the sea. 


Smith opts to be a big fish in a small pond* | 


1 problem likely to happen in the future 

? being totally dedicated to (You can also say ‘worship at the shrine / temple of’) 
3 gives help to someone in a very difficult situation 

^an important person in a not very important organisation 

5 given a problem which will cause them a lot of difficulty 


eee Financial news 


idiom | example | meaning 


the bottom drops / The bottom has dropped / fallen out of the people have stopped 
falls out of the market | housing market. buying something 


a ballpark figure What's a ballpark figure for replacing the office an estimated price 
furniture? 


shoot / soar sky-high Cil prices shot sky-high last month. rose dramatically 


take a nosedive The company's shares took a nosedive yesterday. fell suddenly and quickly 


receive a windfall Investors will each receive a windfall of $10,000. get some unexpected 
money 
rein in spending Many firms try to rein in spending during times of spend less 
financial difficulty. 
across the board The impact of the reorganisation will be felt across by people at every level 
the board. 


nct. ru Management news 
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Following the company's disastrous performance, the CEO has announced that heads will 
roll. [people will be severely punished, often by losing their jobs] 


The managing director of Lo-cost supermarkets has been put on gardening leave since being 
offered a new job with rival company Costless. [told not to come into work during their notice 
period, although they will receive payment for this period] 


The EatWell restaurant chain takes luxury catering to the next level. [makes something even 
more special or dramatic] 


The company's controversial sales manager has been warned that he will lose his job if he 
does not fall into line. [start to follow the rules] 


The director said that she is under no illusions about how difficult it will be for the company 
to survive. [understands the truth] 
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30.1 


30.2 


30.3 


30.4 


Exercises 


Look at A opposite. Which idioms do these pictures make you think of? 


Look at B opposite. Answer these questions. 


aAunBhWN Fe 


Which idiom is a horse-riding metaphor? 

Which two idioms are metaphors based on flying? 

Which of the two flying metaphors relates to a bird and which to a plane? 
Which idiom is based on a metaphor relating to fruit trees? 

Which idiom is based on a sporting metaphor? 

Which idiom is based on a metaphor relating to a breaking box? 


Are the idioms in these sentences used correctly? If not, correct them. 


1 


2 
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The speaker said he was concerned about the way in which young people queue at the altar of 
instant gratification. 

If people are given gardening leave, they are not allowed to come into work during their notice 
period. 

Receiving a sizeable winddrop from one of our investments allowed us to extend our premises. 
Changes in the company’s structure will take place across the boards. 

Jackson was underneath no illusions about how long it would take his business to get established. 
Unfortunately, our profits took a nosedive last month. 

It’s time we considered how we can take our business to the next step. 

The senior staff all went into line with the new CEO’s demands. 


Match the beginning of each sentence with its ending. 


1 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
T 
8 


Look at the business news on an English-language newspaper website. Make a note 
of any idioms that you find there. 


The latest crisis at work means that heads will = a with debt. 

| can't tell you the exact price, but | can give you a ballpark C] b in a small pond. 
No one will want to take over a company so saddled [.] c horizon. 

As our profits have fallen, we'll have to rein bol d ofthe market. 
Jake likes being a big fish =] e board. 

There are fears that the bottom may fall out C] f roll. 

For the first time in ages, there are no clouds on the company’s [] g figure. 

The plan is to implement substantial changes across the [.] h in spending. 


Over to 
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3l Business meetings 


aaa: Features of business language 


AERE Idioms to talk about business ideas 


66 


Business language can be lively, but it is sometimes criticised for certain negative features. It 
can be ‘wordy’, using more words than are necessary, for example, using at this moment in 
time (instead of now") or on a weekly basis (instead of ‘weekly’). 


A second negative feature of business language is its use of clichés (certain phrases that are 
used so often in specific contexts that they lose their originality), for example, have a window 
(have some time available) or touch base (talk to each other). 


A: Can we touch base next week? 
B: Sure, | have a window on Monday afternoon between two and four. 


Many of the idioms in this unit could also be considered clichés. 


Idioms in business meetings 
| have two issues to bring to the table at our next meeting. [raise for discussion] 


It's hard to know what do. We're between a rock and a hard place. [whichever decision we 
make, there is a problem] 


The fact of the matter is that we are in a very difficult situation. [the truth is] 


| think Hari is the ideal person for the job. He ticks all the boxes. [has all the characteristics we 
want] 


The two managers used to be polite to each other; but now the gloves are off, and they make 
no attempt to hide their feelings. [they challenge each other in an unpleasant way (informal)] 


We must work 24/7 [twenty-four seven] to achieve our aims. [all the hours we can] 


It's a dog-eat-dog world in our line of business. [situation where people will do anything to be 
successful, even if it is harmful to others] 


idiom | example | meaning 


at the cutting We have to try to develop a product that is the most up-to-date and advanced 
edge truly at the cutting edge. 


blue-sky thinking | Management are going away for a weekend creative thinking 
of blue-sky thinking about the company's 


future. 


think outside the | We hired Frank because of his ability to think | think in an original and imaginative way | 
box outside the box. 


push the We don't want to lose our company's innovating; going beyond normal 
envelope reputation for pushing the envelope. boundaries 
joined-up Unfortunately, there hasn't been enough making appropriate connections 
thinking joined-up thinking in our approach over the 
last year. 
suck it and see The idea might work, and it might not. We do something you have not done before 
need to just suck it and see. to find out whether it is successful or 
not (informal) 
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Exercises 


31.1  Readthese comments and answer the questions. 


l | When do you next have a 3 Things are rather difficult at 
window, Sandra? this moment in time. 


What does the speaker want to find out? Why would some people not like this 
expression? 


2 ( We'll need to touch base soon. ^ [we should have a meeting on 
a weekly basis. 


What is the speaker suggesting? Does this sentence mean exactly the same 
as ‘We should have a meeting every week’? 


31.2 Which idioms do these pictures make you think of? 


31.3 Complete each idiom. 


1 | don’t know what to advise. The only solution is to s it and see. 
2. Jerome of the matter is that the company is now in a very difficult position. 
3 We've tried all the obvious solutions. Now we'll have to try thinking outside the 


In the business world, it's a matter of dog eat sss. à 

There is a need for more joined-.................... thinking from our managers. 
It's a very difficult situation. We're between a s and a hard place. 
Some of his ideas are very innovative. They really push the ...............ss 7 


o -10U0€Ci A 


31.4 Replace the underlined part of each sentence with an idiom. 


1 Do you have any points that you would like us to discuss today? 

2 We need to prove that our products are the most up-to-date if we are to stay competitive. 
3 They've been working all hours of the day and night to complete the project. 

4 Thetruth is that our previous advertising campaign was not as successful as we had hoped. 
5 | have some time when we could meet on Thursday afternoon if that suits you. 

6 They chose Mark for the job because he had everything they were looking for. 
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aay People’s financial circumstances 
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Alex: If this business idea is as successful as we think it'll be, 
we'll be quids in for a change. 

Sam: Yes, we'll be laughing all the way to the bank. 

Alex: And it will be so easy too — it really will be money for 
old rope. 

Lee: I'd love to get a job with a decent salary. l'm tired of 
living on a shoestring. 

Kumiko: Me too. It would be great to be rolling in it, wouldn't it? 

Paula: Since my husband lost his job, I’m the breadwinner in my 
family. 

Maria: Really? Well, | guess | bring home the bacon in my 


family too. 


Kallum: Could you lend me 20 pounds? 


Phil: Sorry, mate, I’m a bit strapped for cash at the moment. 


Dave:  Thatsinger's ex-wife — you know the one | mean — she took 
him to the cleaner's when they got divorced. He's ruined! 


Beth: | know. She's so greedy, isn't she? She would sell her own 


grandmother / mother. 


Laura: | can’t believe you've bought a new car! We can't afford to 


throw money down the drain. 


Tim: It's OK. It was going for a song — | only paid a few hundred pounds. 


How people use money 


Enter our rags to riches! competition! 


Are you tired of scrimping and saving? in order to 
make ends meet? 


Fed up with paying over the odds^ for things and 
penny-pinching? all the time? 


Are you always on the lookout for cheap and 
cheerful’ things that won't break the bank’? 


Would you like to feel you had money to burn®? 


Then enter our competition for a chance to win 
£10,000 and a no-expense-spared? weekend in Paris. 


All you have to dois... 
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[make a profit; quid is a colloquial 
word for a pound sterling (informal)? 


[making a lot of money easily] 


[money that is easily 
earned (informal)] 


[living on very little money] 


[have lots of money (informal)] 


[person who earns the money 
the family needs] 


[earn the money the family lives 
on (informal)] 


[don't have enough money] 


[got as much money 
from him as she could] 


[would do anything to get 
money (informal)] 


[waste money] 


[being sold very 
cheaply] 


!from poverty to 
wealth ? living very 
economically ? have 
just enough money to 
pay for the things you 
need ^ paying more 
than something is 
worth ? spending as 
little money as possi 
$ cheap but good or 
enjoyable " don't cost 
a lot ê excess money 

? luxury; a lot of money: 
is spent to make it 
good 


32.1 


32.2 


32.3 


32.4 


Exercises 


Complete each idiom. 


1 


2 


3 


4 


5 


6 


7 


8 


9 


10 


Working as a security guard is money ........ enn , unless someone actually 
tries to break in. 

HEWWE ONW Ainiin , but he was always afraid he’d end up 

poor again. 

Alot'of.students findit difficaltto nmr. temm Uem and end up borrowing money 
from the bank or from their parents. 

When I was a student, | Vaa A cash, so | had to get 


part-time jobs. 

He's completely immoral about financial matters. He would ... 
He sued the newspaper for libel, won his case and took them... "T 
They set up a social le website. It was an instant success, „andn now w they'r re e laughing 


Jessie paid me for that job I did last Week SO TIN peene eena . We can have a 
nice meal out tonight! 

| bought a new guitar at the weekend. It was going for a w..essmssmseesnenenaeeienenneienaeneinenen at 

only £80. 


Correct the mistakes in these idioms. 


9 
10 


In the current financial crisis, people are finding it harder to make ends match. 

I’m tired of living on a shoelace. | need to earn more money. 

You should buy that old house - it's going for a tune. 

Spending money on ready-made meals is just throwing money down the hole. 

Did you know he took his girlfriend to the Caribbean for a luxury holiday? He must be absolutely 
running in it. 

We had lunch in a cheap and cheesy restaurant. 

| know you love that dress, but it's so expensive. There's no point in paying over the evens for it - 
it's just not worth it. 

Why don't you buy her a bunch of flowers? It won't break the wallet. 

Rachel is the main breadearner in our family. 

| wish we had more money. | hate being so penny-picking all the time. 


Rewrite each sentence using the word in brackets. 
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The prize is a luxury weekend in a London hotel. [SPARED] 

Ivana is always going shopping. She must have a huge amount of money. [BURN] 

Kim has never had much money. She has always had to live economically. [SCRIMP] 

If you like children, babysitting is a very easy way to earn money. [ROPE] 

Everyone has to go to work in order to earn enough to live on. [BACON] 

You sold the car for £200 more than you paid for it, so you've made a good profit. [QUIDS] 
Rosie has no principles when it comes to making money. [GRANDMOTHER] 

| don't make much money, so | find it almost impossible to live on what I earn. [MEET] 


Answer these questions. 


1 
2 
3 
4 


What would you buy if you were rolling in it? 

What would you stop buying if you felt strapped for cash? 
Have you ever paid over the odds for something? 

Have you ever bought anything that was going for a song? 
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33 Society 


MEL ON People in society 


The table below shows some idioms used to describe people in relation to their roles in society. 


| example | meaning 


a self-made Andrew Carnegie is the typical self-made 
man man: he was born into a poor family but 
became one of America's richest men. 


person who is rich and successful because 
they have worked hard, not because they 
were born into a rich family 


the chattering | A lot of people find his books boring and 
classes pretentious, but he's really popular among 
the chattering classes. 


educated people who enjoy discussing 
social, political and cultural issues 

a second- someone treated as if they are less 

class citizen important than others in society 


Pensioners often feel they are treated as 
second-class citizens by younger people. 


the grass Football managers often go to smallerclubsto | ordinary people in a political or sporting 
roots recruit new players from the grass roots. organisation, not the leaders 


the silent 
majority 


| don't think their new policy represents the the large number of people who do not 
views of the silent majority. express their opinions publicly 
people in business or politics with a lot of 
influence or power, although they are not 


the (men in) 
grey suits 


The men in grey suits have a lot to do if 
they are to win back public confidence in our 


public enemy 
number one 


new kid on 
the block 


banking system. 


Smoking has become public enemy number 


one since the introduction of the smoking 
ban. 


l've only been working here for a few weeks, 
so | really feel like the new kid on the block. 


well known to the public 


something or someone that a lot of people 
dislike or disapprove of 


someone who is new in a place or 
organisation and has many things to learn 


about it (informal) 


Power in society 

Bob: Have you seen this newspaper article? It seems like all the movers and shakers! were 
at the president's post-election party: all those people who helped him win by 
a landslide’. 

Tim: Or at least helped rig the election’ if you believe what some of the papers say! 

Bob: Who knows! Apparently his wife is the power behind the throne’, although she hates 
being in the public eye”. 

Tim: Yes, I’m sure she pulls the strings®. She's popular with the grey vote’ too, | believe. 

Bob: Oh well. It looks like there’s another few years for Mr Big® and his government on the 
gravy train’. 


"the vote of older people (You can also say 
‘grey pound’, the spending power of older 
people.) 

8 the most important person in a company or 
organisation (informal) 

? used to refer to a way of making money 
quickly, easily and often dishonestly, usually 
through your position in society 


the people with power and influence 

? win by a very large majority 

3 arrange an election in a dishonest way 

* someone with no official position in 
government or an organisation but who 
secretly controls it 

5 being famous; written about in the media 
and seen on TV 

Sis in control, often secretly 
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33.1 


33.2 


33.3 


33.4 


33.5 


33.6 


Exercises 


Match the words in the box to form five idioms from A opposite. 


man citizen classes roots self-made majority 
second-class grass silent chattering 


Complete each sentence with an idiom from 33.1. 


1—Politictansroften losextouchimwithithes zr rereerteneeretiesee sterii and become isolated 
from the public. 
2^ [ES EIE Eoo nce ca S S a EE Hee was heard, instead of the more vocal and 


aggressive minority. 
3 My father was a ............ 


ttis . HG came from a poor background and 
worked his way up until he became quite rich. 


4^ nm sickiofilistemmgtotheopinions orthelbsis d ndot tona Tett rtt . What about 
the opinions of ordinary people? 
5 If you are poor, you may sometimes think you are a... tne in 


terms of access to university. 


Answer these questions. 


1 How do you feel if you are the new kid on the block? 

2 What, or who, in your opinion, is public enemy number one? 
3 What kind of people are in the public eye? 

4 What kind of people make up the grey vote? 


Are these sentences true or false? If the answer is false, say why. 


1 Second-class citizens are the people with most influence in a society. 

2 The gravy train refers to the big travel expenses which politicians can claim. 

3 The chattering classes means very talkative people. 

4 If you rig an election, you arrange it in a dishonest or criminal way. 

5 If someone wins an election by a landslide, they win by just a small number of votes. 


Complete each idiom. 


1 It must be hard for that film star's family, being in the public oes all the time. 

2 | hate the way some politicians seem more interested in getting on the on ececmeseuenneneennaeneneenee train 
than in helping ordinary people. 

3 After a few days at your new school you won't feel like the new kid on the ............ s 


any more. 
A Themen - and women - in sss suits have far more influence on our daily lives 
than we imagine. They pull all the ............ ss. 
5 The owner of this TV company is the Mr s. Of the media world. 
esSunbathingis public... number one as far as doctors are concerned. 


Replace the underlined part of each sentence with an idiom. 


1 Although Ollie receives all the media attention, his mother is really in control. 
2 Inthe election, the Green candidate got far more votes than any other party. 

3 Everyone suspects that the elections were not honestly won. 
4 
5 


Mark has become very successful in business, despite starting out with nothing. 
Journalists need to establish good contacts with the people who have influence in society. 
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72 


Daily life 


Eating and sleeping 
idiom | example | meaning 


square meal You shouldn't just snack - try to have at least one a proper meal with all the types 
square meal every day. of food your body needs 


done to a turn The meat is delicious. It's done to a turn. perfectly cooked 


eat like a pig He has no table manners - he eats like a pig. eats very greedily and 
unpleasantly (disapproving) 


eatlike a horse | She's quite thin, even though she eats like a horse. eats a lot 


eat like a bird My grandmother's tiny, and she eats like a bird. eats very little 


burn the Try not to burn the midnight oil the night before an work or study until very late at 
midnight oil exam. It's best to get an early night. night 


sleep on it Don't decide now - sleep on it and see how you feelin | postpone making a decision 
the morning. until after a night's sleep 

go/beoutlike | The little boy went out like a light as soon as he went | fell asleep very quickly 

a light to bed. 

not lose sleep It was just a silly argument - | wouldn't lose any sleep | not worry about 

over sth over it. 


More daily life idioms 

Jack: Hi, Tara. Haven't seen you for ages! How are things? 

Tara: lve been really busy. In fact, | don’t know whether I’m coming 
or going’! 

Jack: Is that because of work? 

Tara: Partly. But l've also got some friends staying with me this week. 
They're lovely, but they want to go out on the town? every 
night. I’m exhausted! 

Jack: But surely they could go out on their own? 

Tara: Well, last night | suggested | give it a miss’, but they wouldn't 
listen. 

Jack: Sounds like they've outstayed their welcome"! 

Tara: Yes, they have. And also we're so busy at work that | don't 
have time to eat lunch. I just have a sandwich on the hoof?. 
There's not even a spare moment to pass the time of day? with 
colleagues. And I’m having a bad hair day’ today too! 

Jack: Poor you! You just need to take each day as it comes*. We're having a difficult week too. 
We've got no electricity, so the flat's freezing, and we can't cook or have a hot shower. 
As you know, | like my creature comforts’, so I'm finding it really hard. We were lucky 
last night, though. We went out for a meal and the owner let us have it on the house? 
because | once did a favour for him. Anyway, here's my train. See you soon. Bye. 


1 am unable to think clearly or decide what to do because there are so many things to deal with ? spend the 
evening in bars, restaurants or clubs ? not take part (informal) ^stayed longer than the host would like 

5 while doing other things 5 have a short, informal conversation or chat " having a day when you feel that 
you look unattractive, especially because of your hair; often used humorously to describe a day when 
everything seems to go wrong (informal) ê deal with things as they happen and not worry about the future; 
often used to describe recovering from an illness ? physical comforts like a comfortable bed, hot water, food 
and warmth * given free by the business 
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34.1 


34.2 


34.3 


Exercises 


Look at A opposite. Match the beginning of each sentence with its ending. 
Don't worry. There's no point losing any like a light. 
We had a great meal. The meat was done meal every evening. 
Helen has been up all night burning sleep on it. 
My grandmother doesn't want much lunch. She eats 


I didn't think I was tired, but | went out 


sleep over it. 
like a pig. 

| feel hungry and tired if | don't eat a square the midnight oil. 
like a bird. 


to a turn. 


It's late. Let's not talk about this now - we need to 


oS. Oy Q1 SS (DNO d 


I’m embarrassed to go to restaurants with him. He eats 


EATE HAH 


Complete the paragraph using idioms from the box. 


on the hoof square meal creature comforts go out on the town 


When Sam first went travelling, he really missed his (1) 
hot water and a soft bed. However, he loved being able to (2) 
at night with new friends in different countries. He had such an exciting time that he was 


, and so he just ate 
from street markets. Sam is now back at work but is 
planning his next trip. 


Complete each dialogue with an idiom from the opposite page. 


1 A: How is your new job going? 

B:* iesteallybusykkdomt whether s nac iaia D o M Se ! 
2 A: Are you enjoying having Lisa and Bob to stay with you? 

B: Well, | was at first, but now I’m fed up. They've .. pe P E 
3 A: Do you a going to some bars and maybe a club or two c on in Saturday night? 

B: Yes, let's . than] ded: .. together. 
4 A: Excuse me. You haven't charged u us s for our coffee. 

B: It’s OK. It’s... i zd 
5 A: Are you going toc come to chess club this evening? 

B: | was hoping to, but I’m afraid I'm going to have to ttti ; 
6 A: Shall we meet for lunch today? 

B: Sorry. I’m too busy at work. I'll just have to have a sandwich .............. s . 
7 A: Do you know your neighbours well? 

B: Not really, we just... TAGAI w ees SOMETIMES. 
8 A: Howis your father feeling after his operation? 

B: He's just trying to... a air 
9 A: Anything wrong? You’ ve : been looking miserable all day! 

B Oh nothing in particulars [ast Having aJ ee C PEE Eee eter ; 

10 A: I made a huge amount of food and Ahmed ate it all! 
[Be Ye, Ino itcm ton Ade Mem nera eio cime fen Mond 
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Positive feelings 


Successful events 
Read these positive reviews about the arts and note the idioms. 


It's difficult to get children interested in 
sculpture, but the special exhibition at the 
City Gallery hits exactly the right notet. 


lis suitable and has the right effect (You can also say ‘strike the right note’.) ? was enjoyed by everyone 
very much? was successful and exciting ^ showed that they were happy to be there ? been very successful 
(and probably made a lot of money) tasted good and made everyone satisfied 


ee Personal experiences 


In these conversations, the second speaker uses an idiom to agree with the first speaker. 


Tim: Molly has entered that pop singer contest on TV, The Nation’s Best. 


[is very excited about the future and 


Daisy: | know, she’s really got stars in her eyes, hasn’t she! 
y yg y thinks she's going to be famous] 


Gina: The new album by Adele is absolutely amazing! Just fantastic! 


Eva: Yeah, it really blew my mind the first time | heard it! [mage id Ew er dde or 
surprised (informal)] 


Ciaran: Congratulations on getting the job in Italy. You always wanted that, didn't you? 


[something that happened, although it was 


, " i aa 
Fran: Yes, it’s a dream come true! | can’t believe my luck. not likely that it would] 


Lily: Steve seems so happy ever since he passed his exams. 

Ana: Yes, he's been on a high ever since he got the news, hasn't he? [paon beg vory eem 
excited (informal)] 

Ben: Hugo seems so happy and contented now that he's married, doesn't he? 


Lisa: Yes, he's as happy as Larry. [very happy indeed (informal)] 


Theo: William seems very happy today. | wonder why. 


Natasha: Yes, he seems to be full of the joys of spring! [very happy indeed] 


Dan: The boss has said we can all go home early today! 


Hilda: Wow, that's music to my ears. Great news! [makes me feel happy] 


Stefano: Osvaldo is always so happy and never seems to worry about anything! 
Fred: Yes, he's such a happy-go-lucky person. [someone who is always happy and never worries] 
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35.1 


35.2 


35.3 


35.4 


35.5 


Exercises 


Complete each idiom from A opposite. 


1 The company's new line of sportswear has been incredibly popular, and they've made a lot of 


money: Theyireallycs Sen RENI a jackpot this time. 

2 Theend-of-term party really went with ................ t . Everyone 
enjoyed themselves. 

3 Thabappleipielyou'made Wert deu e OE aeimqi aac nne dci dece with our 


dinner guests. 
4 We were freezing, so she gave us some hot chocolate to drink - it really 


Md MeR Me Ea s s spot. 

5 Everyone was in a happy mood and entered .................. ts the 
fancy-dress ball. 

6 Hislectureihitexacty.— e —- . Everyone enjoyed it and said it 


was very informative too. 


Which idioms do these pictures make you think of? 


T 
ey: T 


Replace the underlined part of each sentence with an idiom. 


1 After winning the race, | was feeling extremely excited for the rest of the day. 

2 The decision to cancel the rugby match was very good news to me. | hadn't been looking forward 
to it at all. 

3 Meeting the president was something | had always dreamt of, and now it was real. 

4 Shona was looking very happy this morning. Something good must have happened. 

5 George is dreaming of becoming famous - he's joined a rock band and given up his job. 


Rewrite each sentence using the word in brackets. 


1 Sam Bagg's new album filled me with amazement and excitement. [BLEW] 

2 Mysister is such a happy and easy-going person. [LUCKY] 

3 Iris is incredibly happy today! [SPRING] 

4 He's so very happy in his new job. [LARRY] 

5 This new series of adventure novels is just perfect for a teenage audience. [STRIKE] 


Correct the mistakes in these idioms. 


1 The music festival went on a swing, and a lot of money was raised for charity. 

2 The song we wrote for the end-of-course party went as a treat for all the teachers. 

3 My cousin's got a star on her eye ever since her music teacher told her she could be famous 
one day. 

4 Edward is such a happy-lucky person; he never worries about anything. 


Over to 


Look in a good dictionary or visit Cambridge Dictionaries Online and find at least one idiom 


referring to positive feelings based on each of these words: content, cheerful, moon. 
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Negative feelings 


People who are rude to waiters 
make my blood boil! 


Chewing gum in 
class really rattles 
my teacher's cage*! 


People who talk loudly on 
their mobiles on the train 
make me see red?! 


< 


What makes 
people angry? 


Mum almost burst a blood 
vessel? when she saw my 
brother fighting on the 
street. 


W People who drive too closely 
À behind me make me all hot 


and bothered’! 
a 


Phone calls from people trying 
to sell me things | don’t want 
really get my goat’! 


! make me very angry ?get angry ?angry and worried (informal) ‘irritate me (informal) ?got very angry 
(informal) $ makes sb angry (This idiom is often used to describe someone who has been made angry on 
purpose.) 


BORN S Other negative feelings 


| meaning 


example 


knock sb for six Losing his job has knocked John for six. shocked or upset him very much 
(informal) 


wild horses couldn't Wild horses couldn't make me have a | would never 
make me filling at the dentist's without an injection. 


have a sinking feeling | had forgotten to do my homework, solhad | felt that something bad was 
a sinking feeling when my teacher asked about to happen 
for it. 


down in the dumps Katy has been down in the dumps since she | miserable (informal) 
failed her exam. 


not be your bag / not be | Playing cards is not my bag / not my thing. | is not something | am interested 
your thing It's really boring! in or like (informal) 


wouldn't give sth The new government wouldn't give house don't like or approve of 
house room room to those outdated policies. 


kick yourself | could kick myself for forgetting my sister’s | am very cross with myself 
birthday. because I did something stupid 

reduce to tears Her brother's unkind words reduced her made her cry 
to tears. 

be a bundle of nerves Amy was a bundle of nerves before her was extremely nervous (informal) 
wedding. 

run out of patience I’m running out of patience with these am beginning to feel annoyed 
naughty children. 


Language 


Help yourself remember these idioms by writing sentences about situations where 
you experienced the feelings they describe. 
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36.1 


36.2 


36.3 


36.4 


36.5 


Exercises 


Correct the mistakes in these idioms from A opposite. 


Dad almost split a blood vessel when | told him I'd driven into his car. 

Lucy felt all warm and bothered after having to push her way onto the train. 
Dave saw black when he heard the boy speak so rudely to Maddie. 

You're in a bad temper today. What's rattled your box? 

What Lily said to her mother really made my water boil. 

It really gets my dog when you say such stupid things! 


aAnBRWN HP 


Complete the idioms. What idiom would you use if you felt ... 


, 


Very nervous? Ima e RU eM : 
unhappy? *Lfeel....... a E EO today. 
apprehensive? ‘I about this exam? 


oU14» 0) N FE 


unwilling todo something? TILIA ERES apologise to Nick.’ 


Match the beginning of each sentence with its ending. 


1 Going to the opera isn’t my E] a six. 

2 | wouldn’t give that artist's work [ | b boil. 

3 Onrainy days | often feel down in the m c feeling. 

4 People dropping litter makes my blood Ei d bothered. 

5 Oliver's rudeness made me see E e bag. 

6 Not getting the job has knocked Ben for [C] f house room. 
7 Losing his keys made Tom all hot and Lil g dumps. 

8 When the phone rang, | had a sinking C] h red. 


Rewrite the underlined part of each sentence using the word in brackets. 


1 Selfish behaviour makes me very angry. [BOIL] 
The film’s sad ending made Jess cry. [TEARS] 
Cruelty to animals makes me very angry. [RED] 


| am going to get angry soon with James. [PATIENCE] 
My brother's laziness makes me very angry. [GOAT] 


I was angry with myself for missing the train. [KICKED] 
What's made Paul so annoyed? [CAGE] 
I shouldn't let him make me so angry. [BOTHERED] 


9 Long walks in the countryside are not the sort of thing that appeals to me. [BAG] 
10 Your father will be furious if you say you're dropping out of university. [BURST] 


c NON 4» CQ) N2 


Complete these sentences so that they are true for you. 


—— — MH ER reduced me to tears. 
2ugWotldijt;glVe.....ua ottenere house room. 
OBI A AE A EAEE tilia EE E, gets my goat. 


.is not my bag. 
T Wildiherses;coutdn;timake ME oom eT EET , 
8 mollbemh c NM EE Rus oc eo s knocked me for six. 
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impatient? c UR A EAER with that incompetent company: 
upset? ‘The argument | had with my best friend has .......... t : 


, 


TT 


Problems 


Problems with situations 

Matt: How are things at work these days, Nadia? 

Nadia: It's a nightmare’. | took my eye off the ball when | was trying to negotiate an 
important deal and managed to lose quite a bit of money. 

Matt: Can't you sweep it under the carpet?? 

Nadia: Well, | did wonder about that, but decided I’d just have to own up to making a pig's 
ear of? it. 

Matt: Was your boss angry? 

Nadia: Very! He said | was losing my touch’. It was quite a slap in the face? because I’ve 
brought in lots of good business until now. 

Matt: So are you thinking of looking for another job? 

Nadia: That was my first reaction, but I’ve thought about it again in the cold light of day’, 
and I think it might be better to stay there for a bit and try to make up for it. 

Matt: Well, I’m sure you'll be able to do that without any problems. 

Nadia: | certainly hope so. l'd hate to feel I'd really lost the plot’. 


!is terrible (informal) ?lost concentration ?hide what happened *doing something very badly 
(informal) 5losing my previous skill hurtful; upsetting "later, when feeling calmer ® gone crazy 


Sa ea Problems with people 


Forward 


eee SA 


T 
ecc PF ply Forwar Dear Zena, 


I'm getting married next month, but it's all 
going wrong! The venue where we wanted 
to get married has cancelled our booking. | 
This has really pulled the rug from under 
our feet, as it's too late to find somewhere | 
else. My fiancé’s brother is also refusing to 
come. I think he's trying to settle a score? 
after a big argument they had last year, but 
it's very upsetting. And now my dress is 
too small! This is just the latest thing in a 
chapter of accidents’. Is this a sign that our 
marriage won't work? Should I just cancel 


Dear Zena, 


I work in the same office as my sister. We 
get on well, but she is very jealous of me. I 
have now been offered a promotion, which 
would mean earning a much higher salary 
than her. If I accept it, it will really put her 
nose out of joint'. However, I’m in over my 
head? with debt just now, and if I don't 
accept the job I will be in a tight corner 
financially. I can't see the wood for the 
trees at the moment, so please help me. 
What do you think I should do? 


3 


the wedding? 
Emma Megan 

! upset or offend her by getting something ? done something that causes difficulties for 

she wanted us, or suddenly taken away help or 
2 in a difficult situation that | can't deal support from us 

with $ punish someone for something they did in 
3 in a difficult position (You can also say ‘ina the past and that you cannot forgive 

tight spot’) Ta series of unlucky events 


^ am unable to understand a situation because 
| am too involved in it 
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37.1 


37.2 


37.3 


37.4 


Exercises 


Choose the correct word to complete each idiom from A opposite. 


1 
2 


3 


4 
5 


When children help you cook, you can't take your eye off the [TV / car / ball]. 


You're refusing to speak to her now, but | suspect you'll feel differently in the cold [time / air / 


light] of day. 


| really don't want to make a speech at my friend's wedding - I’m sure I’ll make a total [pig's / 


dog's / cow's] ear of it. 


Trying to park in town was an absolute [nightfall / nightcap / nightmare] this morning. 


Dan's behaving very strangely. Do you think he's finally lost the [map / plot / plan]? 


Which idioms do these pictures make you think of? 


ny 


Match the beginning of each sentence with its ending. 


c -41 Do 4» € hM HL 


Agree with what A says. Complete each dialogue with an idiom from the opposite page. 


i 


2 


I’m not making as many sales as | used to. | must be losing my 

| don't know why Bill is still so determined to settle a 

| wonder if you could help me out of a tight 

His neighbours' new car certainly put Ted's nose out of 

He realised he'd made a terrible mistake in the cold light of 

No one in this business can afford to take their eye off 

There have been problems all week - it's just been a chapter of 
Stand back from the problem so you can see the wood for 


PPPRP 


= 0S 3°) 0) om. Ono 19) 


LILIEILIJEIJEJEJE] 


This job is really much too difficult for us now. 
EYES V A RRR SR o TCR AR 
Selina has upset Gemma by going out with her ex- boyfriend. 
lknowpitissreallya using SENG MO Ip CR BASE nrrainn ‘ 
It will be impossible to hide our mistake. 
Yes theres ho point trying toe... 22909 amas Le a ee ee : 
That singer's nothing like as popular as he used to be. 
You're right; think he's... ttim ca tici E E 
We need to get away for a while and think about the situation more re clearly. 
Good'ideazAtthe"momentwe--—— ———co c m ; 
| keep forgetting things recently. 
Me too. I Teel Ike D TIVA da tT RS ! 
You have to concentrate all the time in this job. 
Vou're night VYotkcam tantsa mmm ad quet baana: ’ 
He’s got himself into a very difficult position now financially. 
NSS eS ncc er che EET ; 
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corner. 
accidents. 
the ball. 
touch. 


day. 
the trees. 


joint. 


score with Jack. 


79 


80 


Having an argument 


Moving on 


English Idioms in Use Advanced 


Arguing 


: I’m having difficulty working with Ronan at the 
moment - the venue for the training course has 
become a real bone of contention! between us. 

: | know what you mean - he's always got a bone 
to pick? with people. Even when we've all agreed 
something, he'll decide he wants to argue the toss?. 
It's really frustrating. 

: Yes, exactly! At the last meeting we'd discussed the 
venue and all agreed on The Grand, so | booked it. 
Then yesterday he started picking holes in* the hotel, saying it wasn't good enough. That really put 
the cat amongst the pigeons?! 

: Oh no! I don't understand why it's become such a sticking point*. | would have thought it's obvious 
that changing the venue at this stage is out of the question’. 


! something which causes a lot of disagreement *something you want to talk about because you are 
annoyed ?to keep disagreeing with something that is already decided (disapproving) ^to find mistakes 
or problems in something °to do something that causes a lot of trouble for other people ĉa subject 
which two sides in an argument cannot agree on ‘impossible or not allowed 


Reacting to an argument 


1 topics or areas which the two sides can agree on ?to use your authority to tell someone they must 
(not) do something ?to refuse to change your opinion or position when others try to persuade you to 
^to do what someone orders or expects you to do (also spelt tow the line) 5to let someone know they 
are not as important as they think they are 


| : 
example | meaning 


After all the difficulties in the department last week, | to make bad feelings or disagreements disappear 
we've just had a meeting to clear the air. 

Although I personally still don't agree with the new to ignore a bad situation from the past because you 
office layout, I’m going to let sleeping dogs lie. don't want new problems 


The prime minister held out an olive branch to the to do or say something to show that you want an 


opposition by offering them more power in the new argument to end 
coalition government. 


Tara and | had a lot of arguments last year, but it’s all | a problem or disagreement which happened in the 
water under the bridge now. past but that no one is upset about any longer 


After a very public disagreement last week, the two to forget about a disagreement or unpleasant 
ministers have agreed to let bygones be bygones situation and move on 
and work together to support the proposal. 


38.1 


38.2 


38.3 


38.4 


Exercises 


Which idiom does the picture remind you of? 


Use the idioms from 38.1 to complete these sentences. 


1 


2 


My mum was pretty easy-going about mess, but | remember she .......... 
and said no when we wanted to fill the bath with mud! 
We'd already agreed the schedule when the board asked us to bring the dates forward and that 


The packaging for the new shower gel is a real s between the 
marketing department and the production team. They both want completely different designs. 
He was really difficult to work with for the first few weeks, but then he offered to get me a coffee 
the other day, which I think was his way of ena 

l've had a lot of arguments with my father about what he said to me. He's not going to apologise, 
Som | USE COW Or scere E ee 


Choose the correct answer. 


1 


2 


If someone says something is out of the question, they mean a) it's a good idea b) they're not 
sure aboutit c)they won't consider it. 

A sticking point in a negotiation is a) something which is difficult to agree on b) something which 
everyone agrees on c) a compromise. 

If you have a discussion to clear the air after an argument you a) don't want to apologise b) want 
to create a good atmosphere c) don't want to discuss a difficult subject. 

If somebody picks holes in your suggestion, they a) find a lot of faults with it b) partly agree with 
it c) don't want to discuss it with you. 

If someone has a bone to pick with you, they want to a) move on after an argument b) talk about 
something you have done which has annoyed them c) stop you from doing something. 

If you stand your ground in a discussion, you a) refuse to change your opinion b) say something 
in order to cause trouble c) find something you can agree on with the other side. 


Rewrite each sentence using the word in brackets 


1 
2 


3 


Sylvia is very difficult to work with. She always disagrees with every decision. [Toss] 

Although the negotiations were difficult, we managed to find some areas where we agreed in 
terms of product development. [COMMON] 

When | told my dad | was thinking of dropping out of university, he told me I was not allowed to. 
[Foor] 

A group of ministers refused to do what they were expected to do and voted against the latest tax 
bill. [TOE] 

Somebody should really tell Rashid he's not as important as he thinks he is. He can't keep telling 
everyone what to do. [PLACE] 

After our disagreement, | wanted to forget about the situation and move on, but Emma still 
seemed very angry with me. [BYGONES] 
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Journalism 


LEGEN Newspaper articles about politics 


82 


There are many expressions in English which are frequently used in journalism but are rarely 
used in other contexts. This kind of idiomatic language is sometimes called journalese. 


Marathon talks! 
come to an end 


Several weeks of lengthy talks are 
coming to an end, and planners 
are now almost certain to be 
given the go-ahead? to build 
a new housing estate on what is 


now North Park. 


very long talks ?get permission ĉin danger of losing his position *with more and more people asking 
Sis responsible for the death of someone or something *last-minute "reach (also collocates with other 
nouns, for example deal, treaty and compromise) ® used to emphasise that something is not certain 


A newspaper article about war 


Vorinland attacked 


The war-torn country! of have resulted in warehouses shrouded in mystery’, but 
Vorinland has been further near the border being engulfed one theory is that it was a last- 
plunged into chaos? by a series in flames’. The situation has ditch attempt? to sabotage the 
of cross-border raids from brought an end to the uneasy peace negotiations currently 
the Sornak Republic, which peace’ which the two countries underway. The international 
took place under cover of had been experiencing for the community has appealed for 
darkness’ last night. A number last few weeks. The immediate calm. 


! country which has suffered a lot as a result of war ?put into an extremely difficult situation 
3 protected by the fact that it was dark ‘violent acts of conflict °set alight 5 peace that is not stable 
"not known ĉa final try (also collocates with other nouns, for example challenge and effort) 


Language 


To find more examples of journalese, type “journalese” into a search engine, e.g Google. You should 
find both idioms and other language characteristic of modern journalism. 
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of bloody confrontations* motive for the raids is as yet 


PM fighting for his 
political life? 


The prime minister is facing 
increasing problems today, 

amid mounting calls^ for his 
resignation. Many say he has blood 
on his hands? after the number of 
civilian deaths in the recent war. 


Exercises 


39.1  Readthe headlines. Are the statements below true or false? If they are false, say why. 


1 City mayor fighting for his political life | 4 Court finds man has blood on 
his hands E 


The mayor is going through a 
successful period. The court found the man guilty. 


2 New road link given the go-ahead . 


The new road link will be built. 


The ministers want to come to an 
agreement. 


3 Eleventh-hour ag eem. 1 
to save battleship — — 


6 Marathon talks end in failure | 


The agreement to save the battleship 
was made in plenty of time. The talks were brief. 


39.2 Complete each idiom. 


PSI OU CEUS, crate ccna: mystery 

Pelayo is ee. Ae ee flames 
spen m dc darkness 
4 plunged 

5 hammer 


39.3 Complete each sentence with an idiom from 39.2. 


1 The forest fires resulted in some entire villages being .................. : 
2 The robbers got into the house ......... s 

3 It will not be easy for the two sides to ........ n cde 

4 The reasons for the bank manager's disappearance ar are e still 


39.4 Choose the correct word to complete each idiom. 


1 Jessica Matthews, the British actor, has agreed to take the part if, and it’s a [big / strong / hard] if, 
she gets the co-star she has requested. 

2 Amid [rising / climbing / mounting] calls for his resignation, the president has not been seen in 

public today. 

The [handy / bloody / hearty] confrontations show no sign of coming to an end. 

There is now an [uncomfortable / unpleasant / uneasy] peace in the area. 

The councillor is fighting [for / over / to] his political life. 

There is growing evidence that the CEO himself has [dirt / mud / blood] on his hands. 

The directors are making a [last-time / last-line / last-ditch] attempt to save the company. 

It is a [war-worn / war-torn / war-broken] country, with problems of poverty and disease. 


ce -10 01 BW 


39.5  Whatimages do these words make you think of? Why do you think journalists like such 
images? 


1 engulfed 3 shrouded 5 eleventh-hour 
2 plunged 4 last-ditch 6 war-torn 
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40 Advertising 


cT Idioms to convince people life can be better 


Advertisements often claim that products will improve your life or give you special and 
exciting experiences, and so they use idioms connected with that theme. 


The cruise ship Ocean Comet offers luxury 
beyond your wildest dreams!. Holiday in 
style with our exclusive 21-day winter cruises. 
Go on, do yourself the world of good? and 
book now at cometcruiser.com. 


Mary Wilkes has a glass of Corngrass health 
drink every day. ‘Drinking Corngrass has 
taken years off me?; she says. At 85, Mary still 
believes in living life to the full‘, and with 
Corngrass, she does. 


different. 


In a world where it's getting more andm more - 
difficult to stand out from the crowd’, the — 
top-of-the-range Vedra 2000 beats other cars 
in its class hands down*. Vedra - love to be 


‘We tried every kind of holiday, but they 
never quite hit the mark’, said Ben Stax. 
‘Then we discovered Jetaway. There’s a 
world of difference’ between a normal 
airline and one that takes care of you from 
the moment you leave your house" 


more than you could ever imagine or wish for 
make yourself feel much healthier or happier 
made me look and feel much younger 
experiencing as many good things as possible 
in life 

5 has already got features other products will 
not have for a long time yet 


H 
2 
3 
4 


Idioms and wordplay in advertisements 


5is impressively powerful 
Tbe different from and better than others 


so that everyone notices you 


Sis superior to other cars of its class 
? were never successful 
10 4 very big difference 


(usually with between) 


Advertisers often play with idioms to make a greater impact, for example by basing the names 
of products and services on idioms to make them more memorable. Here are some examples 
from recent advertisements. The products and services are shown in the pictures. See Unit 6 
for more information on playing with idioms. 


There’s no time like the 
present? ... and we have 
the perfect gift for everyone 


Dustbattler 
206 


It’s time to 
come clean! 
and admit 
you have a 
dust problem! 


Selling your house was 
a smart move. Now let 
us do the hard work. 


Johnston Removals Ltd 


This week only - free gift 
wrapping at Lennards 


1 come clean means ‘tell the truth’, usually about something bad that has been kept secret; the 
Dustbattler 206 cleans carpets ?a smart move is a wise or clever action; removal companies help people 
move to a new home ?said if you think it is a good idea to do something immediately; a present is a gift 
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40.1 


40.2 


40.3 


40.4 


Exercises 


Complete each idiom from A opposite. 


1" TMCS tate eere difference" om EE, eee economy class and business class 
when you fly long distance. 

2: A'camera'thatis' ahead ......... . The new Imagion A64. 

3 Trick me! The new family fun game that beats other games „uussa . Available now at 
all good toy shops. 


4 Avilla in the Mediterranean? Free petrol for life? There are prizes beyond your „sssi 
in our new super-lotto competition. Enter online today! 


5 Small but perfectly formed, this music player sss an impressive 
dAfandss bo hom , With great sound quality and portability. 
6 If your cooking doesn't quite hit ............. sss , why not try our new online home-cookery 


course at www.foodstermania.com? 


Agree with what A says. Complete each dialogue with an idiom from the opposite page. 


1 A: The first hotel was dirty and noisy. The second one was beautiful and really luxurious. 
BzSYesstherewasia WONG eser E Fhoduptoof them. 

2 A: Our Caribbean cruise was great. We came home feeling absolutely wonderful. 
B^RYesutidid'uscto eon E aa RS cte 

3 A: Jake loves meeting new people and trying new things. 
BAYessheicertainlyiliVesss idet obs M et Led ta 

4 A: This new vacuum cleaner is incredibly powerful - look how ‘clean the floor is now! 
B; Ayespiticertainlyipacks Lat mea otl dees crm eot 

5 A: Freya is finding it difficult to get a job in the theatre. Therea are so many good actors looking for 

jobs. 

Boyes tit must hevery Nard to Staid OUE sy cosctetur these days. 

6 A: Have you seen Edith since she had a facelift? She looks so much younger. 
BS Yes k Sta kemins 6199 neo qq una xd AR . | think | might have one done myself! 


Which product do you think each idiom would be best suited to advertise using 
wordplay? Choose the correct answer and say why. 


| products 


a) a hair dryer b) an electronic chess game c) a lamp 
2 there’s no time like the present a)awatch b)ascarf c)a computer game 
|3cmeden ^ | a)a mobile phone b) perfume c) washing powder 


Match the advertising slogans on the left (which all contain idioms) with the companies, 
products or services on the right. 


1 PRESENT PERFECT - 
2 PHOTOGRAPHIC MEMORY [ | 
3 QUALITY TIME m 
4 SLOWLY BUT SURELY [.] 
5 FLAT OUT TO NEW YORK r4 


idiom 


an airline with beds in its first-class cabin 
a new gift shop 
an exhibition of pictures of a village taken 100 years ago 


a new range of luxury watches 


(D 6.50 Q 5 


a cookery course to encourage people to stop eating 
fast food 


Over to 


Look out for adverts in English and make a note of any idioms used in them, especially any 
which involve wordplay. 


English Idioms in Use Advanced 85 


41 Formal writing 


Accurate and fluent formal writing is important in advanced-level exams. This unit presents 
some expressions to help you organise your arguments and ideas in an essay. 


Bape ie oi Structuring an argument 


First and foremost is a more emphatic form of first: First and foremost, it must be 
emphasised that there are several reasons for this change. 


On balance, by and large and in the main are used to draw a conclusion after evaluating 
several different facts or opinions: On balance / By and large / In the main, the general public 
seems to be in favour of the proposal. 


On no account is an emphatic way of saying not. Remember to invert the subject and 
verb when the phrase is used at the beginning of a sentence: On no account should their 
conclusions be accepted. Their conclusions must on no account be accepted. 


On the one hand and on the other hand are used to present two contrasting ways of looking 
at the same problem: On the one hand, there is some published evidence to support the 
theory. On the other hand, that evidence has been questioned by some recent studies. 


Last but not least is used to emphasise that even though something is mentioned last, it is still 
important: Last but not least, the impracticalities of the proposal created many problems. 


In the final / last analysis is used to emphasise that you are talking about what is most 
important or true in a situation: In the final analysis, although this is an innovative idea, it is 
not one that we can consider. 


FERES Indicating relationships between ideas or events 


86 


The conventional wisdom! is that only children can learn a second language to a really high level. 
Many people claim that a good adult language learner is a contradiction in terms?. Young children 


can be excellent language learners, but that is not the whole picture’. Adult learners can also master 


a language. My brother is a case in point ^. He learnt perfect Arabic when he was 30. However, 
adults, as a matter of course’, have more difficulties than children with pronunciation. 


1 something that people generally believe is true when in fact it is often false ?an expression that 

is confusing because the words in it seem to have opposite meanings ? not taking all the facts into 
consideration ^an example of something just described ? describes what normally happens or what is 
normally done. 


A recently published Ministry of Education document points the way! to more teaching of 
languages at primary schools. This document sets the stage? for radical changes in language 
teaching. However, this begs the question? as to how enough teachers will be found to teach 
second languages to young learners. Some changes in teacher training are about to be set in 
motion’, and it is hoped that these will open the door to? more successful language teaching. 


1 suggests how something might be done in a better way ? makes something more likely to happen 
3 causes you to ask a particular question started ?let something new start 


Language 


On the one hand / On the other hand do not present two arguments for the same position 


but are used to present two contrasting ways of looking at the same problem: 
On the one hand, / find life in the country less stressful than living in the city. On the other 
hand, / do miss theatres and cinemas. 


English Idioms in Use Advanced 


41.1 


41.2 


41.3 


41.4 


Exercises 


Complete each idiom from A opposite. 


T lasCDULLEOL.. eR Zur occa 8d phat a and large 
DWT ARTIG, .. balance ... NO account 
Sefirstand 3..00 SWpDnor: . — See SG" Initielfialased.o See, 


Complete each sentence with an idiom from 41.1. There may be more than one possible 
answer. 


10! LORRI orco Good e. should we forget the history behind this conflict. 

20.01.0mli 2JL won Jud. vine ct azcec doctors must trust their own judgement. 

3! I can'seetbothrargümientssbIlb qms... Mm DAMES. aot. I am in favour of extending 
the school-leaving age. 

? ENERO C V vh sv oon t ERES ,we must give a definition of family law before we can 
apply it to the case in question. 

Sic SAPP RETR TT , let us consider the role of the media in this debate. 

6gimomm n E um SER ated. rende ,the writer uses traditional poetic style. 


Choose the correct idiom. 


1 Liberal right-wing policies sound like [received wisdom / a contradiction in terms]. 

2 [On no account / In the main], | approve of the government's approach. 

3 The reform [begs the question of / opens the door] to an eventual solution of the problem. 

4 Once the papers are signed, this legal process is [set the stage / set in motion]. 

5 [As a matter of course / Last but not least], large companies outperform smaller companies. This 

is only to be expected. 

6 People who fail at school often succeed in later life. Einstein is [a case in point / not the whole 

picture]. 

The research [points the way / sets the stage] to a future cure for the disease. 

Saying that boys achieve less at school does not give [a contradiction in terms / the whole 

picture]. 

Advocating equal opportunity for all [points the way to / begs the question of] how this can be 

achieved. 

10 [On the one hand / On no account], international law exists to protect people from the power of 
states. [On balance / On the other hand], it can also restrict states from exercising their power to 
protect the interests of their own people. 


œo Nn 


o 


Here are some errors made with idioms by candidates in advanced-level exams. Can you 
correct them? Looking up the word in brackets in a good idioms dictionary should help 
you find the correct idiom. 


1 The new building stands out like a sore finger. [THUMB] 

2 An interesting painting caught my eyeballs. [EYE] 

3 It's hard to keep up with government policy, as it seems to choose and change all the time. [CHOP] 
4 Business success often goes in pair with good working conditions. [HAND] 


Over to 


Find an article relating to your studies. For example, if you study science, you could choose an 


article from the New Scientist website at www.newscientist.com. Can you find any examples 
of idioms? If so, note them down in sentences to show them in context. 
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Advising and warning 


Changing people's attitudes or behaviour 


You've been behaving very badly. It's If | were you, l'd think twice? before 
time to turn over a new leaf! and taking the job. It doesn't seem very 
start behaving responsibly. well paid. 
Well, if you're bored with your job, You keep saying you want to give to 
maybe it's time to ring the changes? charity, but now it's time to put your 
and look for something new. money where your mouth is?! 
You'll never pass your exams if you Don't assume you're going to get 
don't work hard. You need to put into university. Buying all your books 
your shoulder to the wheel? and befors-yougeteplacm le tempting 
start studying. fate’. 


If you no longer want to marry 
Sandra, you need to bite the bullet® 
and tell her. 


My advice to you is to reach for the 
stars’. You can achieve anything 
you want. 


! start behaving better ? make something more interesting by changing it in some way ?make an effort 
and work hard ‘try to achieve your ambitions or something that is very difficult (You can also say ‘reach 
for the moon’) °think carefully before making a decision (You can also say ‘think long and hard") 

$ do something practical about something you believe in, especially give money ‘causing bad luck for 
yourself by talking or acting too confidently about something ?force yourself to do something difficult 
or unpleasant 


NES Other idioms connected with advising and warning 


example | meaning 


Be careful what you say! | wouldn't stick my neck out if | give an opinion which others might not like or 


| were you. which others are afraid to give 

| really think you are on thin ice when you criticise your | are taking a risk (You can also say ‘be skating on 
manager so strongly. thin ice'; always used in the continuous form.) 
Let's just agree with the plan. We don't want to upset cause trouble or spoil people's plans 

the apple cart. 

| can't help you financially. | know things are difficult, face a difficult situation without changing your 
but you'll just have to tough it out. plans or opinions 

It's great that you want to start your own business, but try to do more than you are able to 


don't bite off more than you can chew. 


Don't worry about paying for your university studies. face that problem when it happens, not now 
We'll cross that bridge when we come to it. 


Business is not looking good. We have to trim our sails spend less money 
and be more realistic about our costs. 
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42.1 


42.2 


42.3 


42.4 


Exercises 


Look at A opposite. Which idioms do these pictures make you think of? 


Sa S. 


Complete each sentence with an idiom from the opposite page. 
1 Theclub needs money desperately. Charlie says he wants to help, so he should 


3 Come on, work harder! You have to 
4 The teacher told his students to be ambitious and to .. 
5biYouimeeditoistopllying' andibe honestas timeitom xs. ens... T0 a ER ence : 


Choose the correct word to complete each idiom. 


1 You should think [over / double / twice] before you give anyone your personal details. 

2 |wouldn't upset [the apple cart / the fruit cart / the apple tree] at work. Just say you agree with 
your manager. 

3 The company realised that it had to [change / tighten / trim] its sails because of the economic 
recession. 

4 Let's not book the holiday until Mum has had her operation and she's out of hospital. 
We don't want to [test / try / tempt] fate. 

5 It’s going to be a difficult year for us financially, but we'll just have to tough it [out / through / 
over]. 

6 You've been wearing the same boring old clothes for years. Come on, let's go shopping. 
It's time to ring [a change / the changes / the change]! 


What could you say in these situations? Use the idioms in the box. 


be (skating) on thin ice — tough itout bite off more than you can chew stick your neck out 


1 Afriend buys an old, ruined house, then finds out it will cost a lot of money and take a lot of time 
to make it habitable. 

2 Afriend speaks out at a public meeting and gives an opinion that most people do not agree with. 
You think it was not a good idea to speak out in this way. 

3 Afriend is in financial difficulties and asks you to help, but you can't. You think he just has to 
accept his situation. 

4 Aclassmate sends an email to your teacher containing a very strong criticism of her. You think the 
classmate is taking a big risk. 


Over to 


A lot of idioms are based on parts of the human body (for example, put your shoulder to the 


wheel and stick your neck out in this unit). Find one more idiom for shoulder and one more for 
neck and record them in your vocabulary notebook. 
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43 Telling stories 


MES the office party 
m = bos The office party was Sule ates ng; to say the least. It all went 


- —. wrong from the word go?, when | couldn't find the venue and was 
~ two hours late. I’d been at the company for only a week and didn't 
really know anybody there, so there was a lot at stake? in terms 
of getting to know my new colleagues and making a good first 
; impression. | started talking to someone who was, to put it mildly^, 
E one of the most boring people I’ve ever met, so | escaped quickly and 
started talking to Alice, who | sit next to at work. | was complaining — 
about the man l'd been talking to and noticed she had gone very 
quiet. The penny dropped? when she said, 'He's my husband.’ | 
later discovered that, for good measure®, he's also a director of the 
company. | can't believe | dropped such a clanger’. 


1 expression used to indicate that something is 
more serious or important than your words 


4 expression used to describe something as 
more extreme than your words may suggest 


may suggest 51 suddenly understood (informal) 
? from the very start 5 in addition 
to lose 7 said something very embarrassing 


i: XA 


I'm sure | got my job more by luck than judgement’. My CV wasn't very good, to say 
nothing of? the disastrous interview. | nearly fell off my chair? when they offered me 
the job, and | even got a company car into the bargain’. There's a lot to be said for? 
not worrying about things until you know the final outcome. 


! by chance rather than skill 
? and in addition there is / was 
? was extremely surprised 


Other stories 


John told me he'd won the lottery and 
for a split second’ | believed him! 


^ as well as other things mentioned 
5 there's much in favour of 


The exam looked really easy at first 
glance’, but it was actually really 
difficult, and | think I’ve failed. 


Between you and meê, | think Kate's 
thinking of dropping out of university. They may seem a strange couple, but 
when all's said and done?, they're 


really happy together. 


Guess who | bumped into on the way 
to work? Sara! It was a real bolt from 
the blue’. I've not seen her for years. That's a real turn-up for the 

books? — | just got a pay rise | wasn't 
expecting. 


1 for a very brief moment ^ when you first look at it 


? said when you are going to tell someone 
something confidential 
3 was an unexpected and very surprising event 
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5 said when you are about to say the most 


important fact in a situation 


$ a strange or surprising event 


43.1 


43.2 


43.3 


43.4 


Exercises 


Complete each idiom. 


co -410 014» 00 N20 FS 


| felt at home in my new flat from the word ........... 

It took a while for the penny to .neccecccscsessenenneneneenee , but eventually Joe realised | was joking. 
Kathy nearly fell off her s. when she saw a film star in her local restaurant. 
Foran ae mmo ies second | was afraid the car was going to crash. 

He doesn't like spending money, to ......... ss it mildly. 

Justo ride Lebe you and me, I'm thinking of applying for a new job. 

Be careful what you say in the meeting - there's a lot at... 

Idroppediacs eu. c een at Emma's party: | asked where her cat was, ‘But apparently it 
died last week! 


Answer these questions about the idioms on the opposite page. 


T 
2 
3 
4 
5 


Which two idioms talk about the beginning of something? 

Which three idioms comment on something being surprising? 

Which three idioms can be used to add extra information to other points mentioned? 
Which idiom can be used to emphasise that you want to say something significant? 
Which two idioms relate to chance and risk? 


Replace the underlined part of each sentence with an idiom. 


al 


AWN 


5 
6 
7 
8 


There are many advantages to working in an open-plan office. 
Very briefly, | believed Tom when he said he was moving to Australia; then I realised he was joking. 


Initially, the project seemed quite simple. 

He passed his driving test first time, but I'd say it was more thanks to good fortune than to any 
special ability. 

Don't tell anyone else, but | think Abbie and Mike may be going out together. 

Their decision to marry came as a complete surprise. 

It was, at best, a risky thing to do. 

Both the brothers are very clever, as is their brilliant sister. 


Correct the mistakes in these idioms. 


1 


co -1 Oo Ci 


The party was fantastic - delicious food, a great band and all my favourite people there for full 
measure. 

She's pretty, clever and nice for the bargain. 

When all's told and done, I think you made the right decision. 

No one thought the film would be a success, so it was a real turn-up in the books when it won 
three Oscars. 

| feel very nervous about this exam; there is a lot at the stake. 

I didn't understand what he meant at first, but then the pound dropped. 

We got on really well from the word start. 

| think you were rather rude to her, to tell it mildly. 


Over to 


Choose three idioms that you particularly want to learn from this unit. Look them up in an online 


dictionary, e.g. http://dictionary.cambridge.org/. Write down the example sentences you find there 
that use these idioms. Then write another example using the idioms in a context relevant to you. 
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44 Responding to what people say 


The idioms in this unit are used mainly in informal spoken language or in informal writing, e.g. 
emails to friends. They are not used in formal speaking or writing. 


eae S Short responses 


In these conversations, the second speaker uses an idiom to react to what the first speaker says. 


A: What's Joe doing these days? 
B: You may well ask! [when someone asks you about something which 
you think is strange, funny or annoying (humorous)] 


A: Do you think Rosie will come and help us tomorrow morning? 
B: Fat chance! She never gets up before ten o'clock! [you think this will 


definitely not happen] = = | 


A: Did you know Nina's boyfriend was a basketball player? Rr 
B: Actually, he's a volleyball player. š 
A: Well, same difference. [you admit you were wrong, but think the difference is unimportant] 


A: Farah has an amazing job. She travels the world as some millionaire’s personal assistant. 
B: Nice work if you can get it! [an easy job that you would like to have if you could] 


A: Teresa and Harry are bringing their four noisy kids and their dog when they come to stay. 
B: Oh, no! They’re bad enough, but their kids and dog too? That’s all we need! [something even 
will be added to an already bad situation] 


A: Petra has resigned. She’s leaving at the end of the month. 
B: Well, good riddance, | say! lve never liked her. [you are pleased that someone or something you didn't ie 
has gone; you can also say ‘good riddance to bad rubbish’ (impolite)] 


A: Richard says he's going to move to Hollywood and become a famous film star. 
B: Oh, give me a break! He's the worst actor I’ve ever seen! [you don't believe what you have just heard? 


A: When shall we tell Lily the bad news? 
B: Well, there's no time like the present. [it's better to do something immediately rather than wait] 


M E Reacting to news and events 


Maria: Hi, Tara. You know Kerry's split up with Matt? Well, the plot thickens! - she's going out 
with James! 

Tara: | thought as much?! | saw them together this morning. 

Maria: What is the world coming to?? Matt's lovely! Don't get me wrong", James is gorgeous, 
but he's not a very nice person, and he's really boring. He needs to get a life”! 

Tara: | know, it will all end in tears?! What does she see in him? 

Maria: You've got me there". Didn't you use to like him? 

Tara: Do me a favour?! I wouldn't trust him as far as | could throw him’. He cheated on 
his last girlfriend, you know. 

Maria: Fair enough”. | was only asking! 

Tara: Oh well. Time will tell! whether they stay together or not. 


1 something has happened to make a strange situation even stranger 71 thought so ?said when you 

are shocked by events ^said before you criticise someone, to make the criticism less severe? stop doing 
boring things and start doing exciting things ĉit will end badly "said when you don't know the answer 
to a question *said when you don't believe what someone has said or you disagree very much with it 

?| do not trust him at all +° | accept your point of view ™ the truth will become clear after a period 

of time 
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44.1 


44.2 


44.3 


Exercises 


Replace the underlined part of each sentence with an idiom from A opposite. 


1 


2 


: We're already running late, and now | can't find the car keys! 

: Well, that just makes a bad situation worse! 

: You never know, we might win the lottery and become millionaires. 
: Huh! | don't think that will ever happen! 

Felix says he's joining a rock band and is going to make a number one hit. 
: Felix? Ha-ha! | don't believe a word of it! 

: | wonder why Grace isn't going to work today. 

: Lalso think this is strange. 

| hear Kelly has emigrated to New Zealand. 

: I’m glad she's gone! | could never stand her. 

He ended the relationship by email, not text message. 

: Well, the difference is not important. 

: You need to tell your boss that you're resigning today. 


: You're right. It's better to do it immediately. 
: That film star gets paid ten million dollars per film. 


: Lwish | could make money in that easy way. 


]L»]»U]0»0]0»]0]0»0]0»0»9g27» 


Are these sentences true or false? If the answer is false, say why. 


ul 


2 
3 


4 


If you say to someone ‘You’ve got me there’, you mean they have convinced you that they 
are right. 

If you tell someone to ‘get a life? you mean they should find a life partner or marry. 

If you say ‘the plot thickens’, you mean that something has happened that makes a strange 
situation even stranger. 

If you say ‘Nice work if you can get it’, you mean you would hate to have to do that work. 


Complete each idiom. 


1 


2 


3 
4 


5 


They may be enjoying themselves now, but in the long run it will all 

It says here in the paper that children prefer playing computer joa alone to playing with their 
friehdsaWhatisithte: world tie. ede noted ele talon qu e nest ! 

I'think'Tara's unreliable and. liar.1 wouldn't trust her ood eorr t TOS ; 
So Annika has been lying about how much money she makes? | thought 


6 We should act now and not delay. There's Scd eM mL ence E : 

Match each statement with a suitable response. 

1 So you're saying she's selfish? isl a You've got me there. I really can't remember. 
2 Erik says he's been in a Hollywood movie. [.] b Good riddance to bad rubbish! 

3 | didn’t invite her because she upset me. E c Do me a favour! How absurd! 

4 What time did Granny say she was arriving? E] d Well, there’s no time like the present. 

5 That useless manager got the sack. [] e No, don't get me wrong. That's not the problem. 
6 Should we go and tell her now or later? m f Fair enough. I’m sorry to hear that. 
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45 Agreeing and disagreeing 


ENNED 25: 
Maria doesn't approve of letting children eat sweets and chocolate, and her husband is of the 
same mind / of like mind. [has the same opinion] 


The four people are all agreeing in an informal 
way with the woman in the centre. 


| thought you didn't approve of 
people who drive cars to work 
instead of using public transport. 


You're not wrong! Tell me about it! | 
pl 


We're overworked 
and underpaid! 


That’s about 
the size of it! 


You took the words right 
out of my mouth! 


You must be on message? in anything you 
say to the press and express agreement with 
the party's position. We won't win the next 
election unless we're all singing from the 
same hymn sheet". 


! something that you say when you decide to do something bad because other people are getting an advantage 
from doing it and you cannot stop them (informal) ? support the official view of an organisation ?saying the 
same things in public 


SCA DP Disagreeing 

Manager: Theonly choice is to introduce my plan for longer working hours. It'll increase our 
productivity levels, which will be good for us all. 

Adam: I beg to differ’. | think the staff will get very tired, and that will reduce productivity. 

Manager: There's a world of difference? between expecting people to work twelve hours a day and 
asking them to occasionally work ten hours, which is all I’m asking. 

Adam: Ten hours and fifteen minutes actually. 

Manager: Now you're just splitting hairs?. 

Adam: Well, you're at odds with‘ your staff on this one. Everyone thinks you're barking up the 
wrong tree?! They say that paying people more would be a far better way to increase 
productivity. 

Manager: Hey, I’m not exactly a lone voice?! Joanna, you backed my plan yesterday. 

Joanna: Yes, well, now I’m torn’. I'm in two minds? as to whether it'd work or not. 

Manager: Well, I’m sorry this note of discord? has crept into our discussions. | know it's a difficult 
decision to make. Tom, what do you think? You're usually good at pouring oil on 
troubled waters? 


1| disagree (formal) a big difference ? arguing about whether unimportant details are exactly correct 

4 have a different opinion from *trying to achieve something in the wrong way or being wrong about the 
reason for something (informal) 5the only person with a specific opinion "I'm undecided ® unable to 
decide ? disagreement (formal) +° calming down a difficult situation 


94 English Idioms in Use Advanced 


45.1 


45.2 


45.3 


45.4 


45.5 


Exercises 


Correct the mistakes in these idioms from A opposite. 


1 A Ithink we should go home now. 
B: You took the sentence right out of my mouth. 
2 A: This project is a total disaster, isn't it? 
B: Yes, that's about the shape of it! 
3 A: Ithink Jack is arrogant and rude. 
B: Talk about it! 
4 A: Ithink they were wrong to sack George just for being late a few times. 
B: | think most of us are of the same meaning about that. 
5 A: l'dnever have expected to see you at a casino. | thought you didn’t approve of gambling. 
B: Well, in the end I thought, ‘If you can't win 'em, join em? 


Complete each idiom. 


1 They were having a terrible row, so | tried to pour oil on troubled ............... 
2 Ryan's convinced he's right, but I think he’s barking up the wrong... 


recently. 


You may think it's a good idea, but | beg to sss 3 
| don't know what to think. PM in two s. 


co -10 0€ Ss 


Choose the correct word to complete each idiom. 


1 Hecertainly is a nasty person. You're not [untrue / wrong / false]! 

2 When everyone else was ignoring the situation, Kate was a(n) [lone / only / alone] voice pointing 
out the danger we were in. 

It's so hard to decide - I'm really [worn / torn / broken] about what to do. 

As twins, Una and I tend to be of [alike / similar / like] mind over most issues. 

That politician is at [difference / minds / odds] with his party over their economic policy. 

The company's spokespeople were briefed before talking to the press to ensure they were all on 
[note / tone / message]. 


am BW 


Replace the underlined part of each sentence with an idiom. 


1 There’s a big difference between being poor and not having as much money as you’d like. 

2 | have a different opinion from everyone else in my family about where we should go on holiday. 
3 Please do all you can to calm things down. I hate it when people argue. 

4 The politician was sacked for not following the party line. 


Do you agree or disagree with these statements? Respond to each statement with 
an idiom. 


1 Men are better drivers than women. 

2 Learning grammar rules is a waste of time. 

3 Footballers deserve to be paid a lot more money than politicians. 
4 TV has a bad effect on family life. 

5 |couldn't live without my mobile phone. 


English Idioms in Use Advanced 


95 


46 Expressing success and failure 


Success 
Look at these newspaper headlines about sport and business success. The meaning of the 
idiom in the headline is explained in the story that follows. 


Jackson wins his spurs! 

Jackson's performance last night proved 
that he deserves his place in the team. He is 
clearly a very talented young player. 


Venco stay ahead of the. game 


Shoe : company Venco have maintained - 
their lead in tho: mun for ius ie = 
year running. = 


1 does something to show that he deserves a particular position and has the skills needed for it; spurs 
are sharp, metal, wheel-shaped objects fixed to the heel of boots worn by people riding horses, and used 
to make the horse go faster ?is very successful ? has completed an activity successfully or produced a 
good result, especially when he was not expected to having a successful period ?is very popular 

$ know more about the most recent developments than the people or companies with whom they 

are competing 


ITO Failure 


The comedian's performance at the Variety Show went down like a lead balloon. [people did 
not like it at all] 


The disastrous attempt at a military campaign revealed the country as a paper tiger. [country 
or organisation which seems strong but is actually weak] 


The president is dealing with the double whammy of losing the election and having his private 
life discussed in the press. [two bad things happening at the same time (informal)] 


Starting a new business without careful planning is a recipe for disaster. [sure to become a 
disaster] 


Unfortunately, it soon became clear that the new CEO couldn't cut the mustard. [couldn't deal 
with any difficulties or problems] 


The economic crisis will have a huge impact on any business that is built on sand. [is not firmly 
established] 


Language 


The idioms in this unit are all based on vivid metaphors, which is one reason they are 


particularly popular in journalism. Draw (or even just imagine) pictures to help you remember 
the idioms. 
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46.1 


46.2 


46.3 


46.4 


Exercises 


Match the beginning of each sentence with its ending. 


1 Our team’s been practising hard, [] a storm, both with critics and the public. 
so | hope we'll come 


2 Negotiating that important deal 
makes me feel | have won 


b high. 


3 His excellent IT skills have helped c aroll now. 


him stay ahead 


4 | found it hard to get started with my 
thesis, but I’m on 


my spurs in my new job. 


5 Herlatest book has gone down a e uptrumps in the match tomorrow. 


L] 
O 
[] d 
LJ 
le 


f ofthe game. 


6 After some initial problems, the pop 
group is now riding 


Which idioms do these pictures make you think of? 
1 2 


d 
1 
at 


E 


Rewrite each sentence using the word in brackets. 


The chef's new recipes were very popular with the clientele. [STORM] 

My ideas for restructuring the company were met with total silence. [BALLOON] 

The new prime minister is extremely popular at the moment. [RIDING] 

I’m quite worried about starting my new job. I’m afraid | won't be able to cope. [MUSTARD] 

I’ve been studying hard all year, so | hope | will know a lot about the subject when it comes to 
taking my exams. [GAME] 

Poor Carl has been hit by two problems at the same time - losing his job and having a flood in his 
house. [DOUBLE] 


C14 0) N FE 


o 


Complete each idiom in this review of a play. 


Although Lucy James's disappointing first play went down like a (1)... balloon, 
Shie:Has:comeupd2)gsscss uU with her second play, now showing at the West Theatre. 
The dramatic plot went down a (3) ss with the first-night audience. | thought 
itwould: pea: (iranan for disaster casting the young Harry Catlin as an old man, 
but | was proved wrong. Catlin is (5) s a roll at the moment; his last play also 
delighted critics. 


Over to 


Look at Units 56 and 59, which are based on the keywords dead and 
fall. Which other idioms relating to failure can you find there? 
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47 Emphasising 
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In this unit, we look at the way certain nouns and adjectives combine to form idiomatic 
compounds, which emphasise the second word in the compound. 


Emphasis of adjectives 
The words before each adjective express the idea of very / completely / extremely. 


My trousers got soaked. I laid them on the sand, and, in the hot sun, they were soon bone dry. 
The cakes | made were a disaster. They were rock hard and nobody could eat them! 

He lost his shorts in the water and came out of the river stark naked. 

Derek has a razor-sharp sense of humour; he's so funny. 

The oven broke down, and our dinner was stone cold instead of piping hot. 

The new prime minister is trying to project a squeaky-clean image of herself. 

My grandad is 87, but he's fighting fit and goes for a long walk every day. 

It's crystal clear to me that we need to raise money urgently. 

His uncle Peter is filthy rich. He owns houses in England, Italy and the Caribbean. 


Emphatic noun phrases 
Read this phone conversation between Lou and Mary-Jo and note the idioms. 


Lou: Have you heard about Yolanda? 
She was robbed in broad 
daylight! in the city centre 
yesterday. It really scared her. 

Mary-Jo: Oh no! Things have really hit 
rock bottom? here if people are 
getting mugged in the middle of 
the day in crowded places! 

Lou: Yes. Nobody has any respect 
any more. The city spent a 
small fortune? on surveillance 
cameras, but nobody ever gets 
caught. The police do nothing. 

Mary-Jo: Well, even if they do get caught, they have no respect for the courts. They just tell bare- 
faced lies and walk away free, or get fined a mere pittance’. 

Lou: Well, | think anyone who mugs someone should go to prison, full stop®. 


! during the day when people could have seen it ?the lowest and worst possible level ?a large sum of 
money ^obvious untruths °a very small sum of money there is nothing more to say about the subject 


Language 


There are a large number of emphatic compounds with idiomatic meanings like the ones above. 
Always make a special note of them in your vocabulary notebook when you find new ones. 
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4T.1 


4T.2 


47.3 


47.4 


47.5 


Exercises 


Match the beginning of each idiom with its ending. 


1 razor [7] a clear 
2 fighting F b hot 

3 crystal m c sharp 
4 stark E d fit 

5 piping E e naked 


Replace the underlined part of each sentence with an idiom from A opposite. 


1 My old auntie Lily is very fit, even though she had an operation two months ago. 

2 She's very rich: she owns a private jet and a massive yacht. 

3 Aman jumped into the fountain completely naked and was arrested by the police. 

4 The new government had a completely clean image until the recent scandal broke. 

5 Erica has a very sharp mind and is the most intelligent person | know. 

6 My feet and hands were completely cold, so | sat in front of the fire, had a bowl of 
very hot soup and soon felt better. 

7 lovercooked the meat and it was very dry. 

8 Wecan't put the tent up here. The ground's very hard. 


Correct the mistakes in these idioms. 


1 Things have hit stone bottom between my parents and their neighbours; they don't speak to 
each other any more. 

| couldn't sleep on that mattress - it was stone hard. 

This vase is stark dry and the poor old flowers are dying! 

It is glass clear to me that she is trying to deceive us all. 

They've spent a filthy fortune on furniture for their new house. 

Police report that more crimes are taking place in full daylight. 


aun 4» WN 


Answer these questions. 


1 Which idiom in this unit means you have a lot of money? 

2 Which idiom means 'There's nothing more to say about it!’? 

3 Which idiom means a) ‘a very small sum of money’ and b) ‘a very large sum of money’? 
4 Which idiom means 'in the middle of the day, when everyone can see what is happening"? 


Complete the crossword. 


Across 

1 goes with rock 

3 goes with crystal 
4 goes with pittance 


Down 

1 goes with -faced lies 
2 goes with fortune 

5 goes with filthy 

6 goes with naked 
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48 Play and game 


EE d Idioms with play and game 


100 


Play 
| went out with my brother and his girlfriend. They didn't really want me there, and it was 
really boring playing gooseberry. [being an unwanted third person in a romantic situation] 


If you really like him, don't make it too obvious. Try to play it cool. [behave in a calm way, pretending to 
be less interested in someone than you really are] 


| always take an umbrella with me, even if it's not raining. | like to play it safe! [be extra careful 
and not take any risks] 


| run a restaurant. Another restaurant in town plays dirty, saying there are rats in our kitchen, 
and so on. [behaves dishonestly] But I’m not stupid - they can't play me for a fool. [treat me as 
ifl am stupid] At the moment we're just waiting and playing for time, [waiting until we're ready] 
but we'll get our revenge in the end. 


In my opinion, scientists have no right to play God by experimenting on embryos. [act as if they 
have control over other people's lives] 


I'm tired of playing second fiddle to my brother. [being in a less important or weaker position] 


The police played cat and mouse with the suspect before arresting him. [tried to defeat 
someone by tricking them so that they had an advantage over them] 


Game 
| 

idiom | example | meaning 
raise your Our competitors won an award this week. We're work harder to achieve something 
game really going to have to raise our game. 
the game's He's got away with lying for a long time, but the used to say that someone's secret 
up game's up now. activities are known and must now stop 
a game plan | The marketing campaign isn't working. We need plan for achieving success 

a new game plan. | 
the name of | Good customer service is the name of the game | the most important part of an activity or. — 
the game for successful companies. quality needed for that activity 


5 | | : 
idiom | example | Meaning 


play games | They’re never going to sign the contract. They’re 
just playing games. 


trying to deceive someone about what 
they intend to do 


behave in a way that is expected or 
demanded by those in authority. 


play the | don’t agree with the changes at work, but I’m 
game not going to complain. I'll just play the game. 


playa/the | The banks are playing a / the waiting game delaying taking action until they see 
waiting until they see how their customers react to the how things develop 
game financial crisis. 


Language 


It is important to use articles correctly in idioms. We always say ‘play second fiddle’ and ‘play 


gooseberry’, NOT 'play-a-second-fiddle' and ‘ptay-ageeseberry’. 


English Idioms in Use Advanced 


Exercises 


48.1 Which idioms do these pictures make you think of? 


48.2 


48.3 


48.4 


Replace the underlined part of each sentence with an idiom. 
i 


2 
3 


4 
5 


6 
1 


We want the directors to agree to our proposals, so we need to discuss our strategy. 

OK, kids - that's enough. | know where you've been hiding my glasses! 

Martha has decided to apply to be the shop manager. She's been an assistant manager for five 
years and is tired of not being fully in charge. 

When you're looking for a new flat, location is the most important thing to consider. 

| went to the cinema with Elena and her new boyfriend, but it was horrible being there with them 
when they just wanted to be alone. 

| think that doctors sometimes go too far in their attempts to control what happens in our lives. 
We're still not ready to decide, so we need to try to delay things a bit and not sign the contract yet. 


Complete each dialogue with an idiom from the opposite page. 


1 


A: Have you seen this email? | don't have time to do all of this extra work! 
BE CIKDOWNIRIOWNMSE..... cese ecctteristeccactoeneucostbo a a for now. There's nothing we can 
do about it. 

| really like him. Why won't he answer any of my texts? 

May BeIHelSI USE... citet rtc tta Rap d dept , 

The new mayor seems fair and honest, doesn't he? 

yesheismromised notto f$. m o m ORELL , 

I don't think we should take any risks or experiment. 
No;'muchibettefito,.:3. 0 Jade N 

I think we need a new plan to improve sales and increase profits. 
&gYes, its definitely time We sica o D Pons Mif detto oom ; 


D We Oe (DOO 


Rewrite each sentence using the word in brackets. 


jl 
2 
3 
4 


I’m fed up with him treating me as if | were stupid. [FOOL] 

When people ask how the interview went, just answer calmly. [COOL] 

| think he behaves dishonestly because he enjoys tricking people. [GAMES] 
Some businesses behave dishonestly just to make more money. [DIRTY] 
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Meaning ‘not full’ or ‘not complete’ 

In anumber of idioms, half conveys the idea of something not being complete or full. For 
example, if you listen to something with half an ear, you are not fully concentrating on it: 
| was listening to the radio with half an ear as | cooked dinner. 

Similarly, you might watch something with half an eye. 


If something is described as a half-baked scheme (informal), it has not been thought through 
fully: 

This is another half-baked scheme of the government. They haven’t considered any of its 
implications. 


Half-measures are actions that will achieve only part of what they are intended to achieve: 
There can be no half-measures when confronting this serious problem. 


To have half a mind to do something is to think that you might do something (though you 
probably won't), often because someone or something has annoyed you: 

| can’t believe my boss said that! I’ve half a mind to just walk out of the office and never 
come back. 

Note that I’ve a good mind to is an alternative form of this idiom. See Unit 57 for more 
idioms with mind. 


If someone doesn't know the half of it (informal), they know a little about something that 
happens, especially something bad, but they do not know everything about it: 

His mother thought she knew all about what happened when he was in Spain, but she doesn’t 
know the half of it. 


If you meet someone halfway, you do some of the things that someone would like you to do 
in order to show that you want to reach an agreement or improve your relationship: 

| didn't want to spend a week at the conference, but | decided to meet my manager halfway 
and agreed to go for a couple of days. 


Half as emphasis 
Read these conversations and note the emphatic idioms. 
All of the idioms in this section are informal. 


A: Did you enjoy the party last night? 
B: Not half! [said to agree emphatically] 


A: It isn’t half busy in here! [is very] 
B: You're right. Let's go somewhere less crowded. 


A: It's important to keep a positive attitude when you're 
recovering from an operation. 
B: Yes, they say that's half the battle. [is the most difficult part of the process] 


A: That was a game and a half, wasn't it! [something very special, surprising or that took a long time] 
B: Yes, it was fantastic! 


: Would you like to visit Canada again? 
B: Given half a chance, l'd move there tomorrow. [if | had the opportunity] 


A: Rachelis always correcting the teacher, isn't she? 
B: Yes, she's too clever by half. [confident and smart in an annoying way] 
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49.2 


49.3 


49.4 


Exercises 


Complete each idiom from A opposite. 


1 Whoever thought up such a stupid, half-..................... scheme? 
2 | know we can't agree to all their requests, but Pd like to... them halfway 
if possible. 
3 I spent the evening reading the newspaper and watching TV with half an „sssi : 
4l veihalfiames: n. coo, o to tell him exactly how unkind | think he's being! 
5 They'll never solve the problem if they only try half-........... 
6 The company is in very serious trouble. It's probably just as well that most of our employees 


don'tasastubz una cote e the half of it. 


Correct the mistakes in these idioms. 


1 Amy was doing a crossword and listening to the radio with half her ear. 

2 Giving half a chance, l'd leave my job and stay at home with the children. 

3 We had a really good plan, but Sophie pointed out all the things that were wrong with it. 
| find her just too clever in half. 

4 Writers say that coming up with a good idea for a novel is half a battle. 

5 l'vethe good mind to write a letter of complaint to your manager. 

6 I'm a perfectionist. | have no time for half-measurements. 

7 | know it's hard to compromise, but you should try to join him halfway. 


Complete each dialogue with an idiom from the opposite page. 
1 Sam:  Pat'slittle brother seems very confident, doesn't he? 


Bonea He's c TA UR in my opinion! 
2 Daisy: Ournew boss is really good-looking, isn't he? 
E EE CONCERN ! 


3 Katy: Would you give up your job if you won the lottery? 

Mark: , l'd leave tomorrow, lottery or no lottery! 
4 May: hot in here! 

Tim: Yes, it’s boiling! 
5 Ana: Whata fantastic dinner they gave us! 


Rob: YessIbWaSiaTTiedl. oun aaa a A , wasn’t it? 
6 Lisa: Our boss has no idea what we get up to while he’s away, does he? 
Meg SR NOS e ouo tmu EP inue i 
7 Ali: We need to stay focused if our business is going to succeed. 


Jamie:*3Yesxiamsure thatssver mr E01 OFF A HUP y 


Replace the underlined part of each sentence with an idiom. 


1 It's extremely noisy here - shall we go somewhere quieter? 

2 Having a clear structure and plan for your essay is the most important thing. 

3 It'll be to management's advantage to come to a compromise with the union. 

4 There was a lot of bad behaviour on the school trip, but the teachers didn't find out about 


everything that happened. 
5 Well, that was certainly an extremely long walk! 
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Two 


104 


People in pairs 


Read these problems from an online problem page and note the informal idioms in the responses. 


eee / 


< 
S 


My friend won't text, phone or see me now that 
| have a boyfriend. | think she’s wrong to behave 
like this. 


Fizz says: That makes two of us’. Your friend 
needs to accept your new boyfriend and act more 
like an adult. 


My boyfriend is chatting to girls he doesn't know 
online, and I'm jealous. Should | chat to strangers 
online too so he can see how | feel? 


Fizz says: They say that two can play at that 
game’, but it'd be better to tell him how you feel. 


Things have been going really badly with me 
and my girlfriend lately. She's always starting 
arguments. Any advice? 


Fizz says: Remember, it takes two to tango’. 
Maybe some of it is your fault. 


C Q fi 


You’ve got problems? He’s got answers, 


My friend Rick and I are always in trouble at 
school. The teachers say we just mess about and 
act stupidly. Any advice? 


Fizz says: Sounds like you and Rick are two of a 
kind’. My advice: stay away from each other at 
school. 


My best friend is getting married next month, and 
| can't decide what to wear. Everything | try on 
looks terrible. What should ! do? 


Fizz says: Well, two heads are better than one? - 
why not ask a friend or family member to help you 
choose something? 


My best friend has a new boyfriend, but I'm lonely. 
Should | ask if | can go out on dates with them? 


Fizz says: No. Remember, two's company, three's 
a crowd? 


! we have the same opinion about a situation ?you can hurt that person in the same way they hurt you 
3 both people are responsible for the bad situation * are very similar in character ?it is better to have two 
people trying to solve the same problem *it's better that two people in a romantic situation should be alone 


Other idioms with two 


Young people these days just put / stick two fingers up at! authority. 
School tests cut both / two ways”: they let teachers monitor progress, but they also prevent 


teachers from teaching freely. 


Beata knows a thing or two about? local history - let's ask her. 
Anger and frustration are two sides of the same coin’. 


! show that they are angry or have no respect (informal) ? have positive and negative effects 
3 knows a lot about (informal) * two different aspects of the same problem 


Other two idioms for people and things 


Don't ask me to dance - I’ve got two left feet!! 


When my parents first got married, they didn't have two pennies to rub together’. 
Let's ask Mr Ross for a donation to the club. He's not short of a bob or two’. 
Mobile phones are two a penny’ these days. In the 1980s, few people had one. 
When he heard he'd passed all his exams, he was like a dog with two tails". 

Gloria and Manuela are like two peas in a pod? - you can tell they're sisters. 

Anna's so arrogant. She needs to be brought down a peg or two’. 


lam a very bad dancer *were very poor ?is quite rich (informal) *very common ?very happy 
very similar "have something happen to her to show her she is not as good as she thinks she is 


Language 


Many idioms are informal. The ones marked informal here are particularly informal. Always make 
a special note about formality, and be careful not to use very informal idioms in formal writing. 
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50.2 


50.3 


50.4 


Exercises 


Complete each idiom from A opposite. 


1 Lois told our boss that | left work early yesterday, so | told the boss that she's looking for a 
newijobT WOISSDMI. d... arare MAA 

2 The director and department head are both very arrogant. They' re two 

3 You hate meetings and | hate meetings, so 5 that MAKES arinn a N eSI TOO 3 

4 When a couple breaks up, it is hardly ever the fault of just one person. It takes 

5 Lily, can you help me with this? Two heads iter evo cr deo co E 

6 I'm not going to the restaurant with Matt and Emily. | can see they want to be alone. Two! S 


Read these statements and answer the questions. 


No, sorry. Ask someone else. l've got two left feet. 


Amy: My cousin has just bought an amazing new house. She's not short of a bob 
or two. 


Sam has been like a dog with two tails since he got that new job. 
(Adam: ] | just don't have two pennies to rub together these days. 
Whois... 


1 short of money? 

2 abad dancer? 

3 talking about someone who has a lot of money? 

4 talking about someone who is feeling very happy? 


Which idioms do these pictures make you think of? 


99 x ON 


Rewrite the underlined part of each sentence using the word in brackets. 


1 Richard is knowledgeable on the subject of finance. [THING] 
Losing the race made him realise he wasn't as good as he thought. [PEG] 


2 

3 Alot of kids nowadays disrespect the police and do what they want. [FINGER] 

4 Political power has positive and negative effects: it enables people to change things, 
but it tempts them to become corrupt too. [CUT] 


Einstein saw time and space as two aspects of the same phenomenon. [COIN] 


uo 


_6 Satnav systems in cars are very common these days. [PENNY] 
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Wm Having a chat 


Clare: You look tired, Ella. Is everything OK? 


Ella:  It'sjust our new neighbours. They come 
and go at all hours! of the day and night. 
| don't know how my husband manages 
to sleep through it. But that's him all 
over? - he sleeps really heavily, but | 
wake up each time they come in or out. 
Last night, they woke me up seven times, 
all told?! 


Clare: He sounds like my husband! Once he's asleep, the house could be burning down for all 
he cares‘. Anyway, can’t you speak to your neighbours about it? 


Ella: lve tried, and they're all smiles. They apologise and say it won't happen again. It gets 
better for a day or two, but then it goes back to how it was. But how about you? Have you 
fully recovered from your operation? 


Clare: Almost, but | won't get the all-clear® to go back to work for another couple of weeks, 
| don't think. 


Ella: Oh well. Allin good time"! It won't be too long before it's all systems go? again. 


1 at all sorts of unusual times ?that's typical of him (informal) ĉin total and it wouldn't bother him 
5 unexpectedly friendly and pleasant ° get official permission, usually medical "you just have to be 
patient *everything is busy 


EE Other idioms with ai! 


idiom | example | meaning 


All in all, | think the concert was a success. taking everything into 
consideration 
all or nothing Tim either loves something or hates it - it's allor | completely or not at all 
nothing with him. 
to cap it all l've had a really stressful week, and to cap it all in addition to all the other bad 
l've got to work over the weekend. things that have happened 
in all but name Alice runs the business in all but name. existing as a fact, but not officially 
described that way 


an all-time Share prices reached an all-time high / low a record high / low point 
high / low yesterday. 


His doctor told him that he isn't really ill - his 
symptoms are all in the mind. 


The show would have been better if it hadn't 
tried to be all things to all people. 


all-singing, all- There's a new all-singing, all-dancing version of | ambitious and modern, with lots 
dancing the software, but it's expensive. of special features 
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51.1 


51.2 


51.3 


51.4 


51.5 


Exercises 


Complete each idiom from A opposite with one word. 


bettel s es 
2 petalis iet 


that's him all .... 


Complete each sentence with an idiom from 51.1. You may need to change the form 
of the verb. 


l he:oficeimeverstoDs. IUS Sicut ae orcas A AARO from 8 am to 6 pm. 
2 There were 18 of us for dinner, ge 
3eDonitibe'tmsuchrahurnyito»passyouldriving:test.............2... acriter ! 
4 My sister isn't interested in what I’m doing. | could be homeless 


6 Some parents allow their children to come home ............ ttes of the 
day and night. 
7 My brother's really forgetful, so I’m not surprised he forgot your birthday. 
| 


8. My dadiwasireally grumpy this morning, but ............. ertt now. 


Match the beginning of each sentence with its ending. 


1 There are over a hundred thousand books in the library, all Ll a high. 

2 The new government is trying to be all things to all m b smiles. 
3 Heclaims that he is the boss of his company in all but El c told. 

4 She's said some terrible things about me, but to my face she's all [nl d nothing. 
5 The banks raised interest rates yesterday to an all-time A e name. 

6 You can't give up smoking slowly - it has to be all or [] f people. 


Choose the correct idiom. 


1 | want to get a new [all-time high / all-singing, all-dancing / all-clear] tablet. 

2 | was late for work, | argued with my friend, and [in all but name / all in good time / to cap it all], 
my bike got stolen. 

3 She'sthe head of the school [all in all / all or nothing / in all but name]. 

4 They're trying to be [all things to all people / all told / at all hours], but it's an impossible aim. 

5 The atmosphere at work seems to be at [an all-time low / all or nothing / all systems go]. 

6 I’ve got 13 uncles, [in all but name / all told / all smiles]. 


Correct the six mistakes with idioms in this email. 


e^o 
E Reply Forward 


I'm training to be a vet, and I've got ten exams, all said, to prepare for. It means I've 
been studying at all minutes of the day and night. I'm exhausted, and to hat it all I've 
got three exams on the same day this week! I just want to relax and go on holiday, but 
all in nice time - I'll be finished next month. I told my friend I was feeling stressed, but 
he just laughed - that's him all off. He never takes anything seriously, and even when 
he's worried or anxious he's all smile. 
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FECHAS Conversational expressions using no 


l'll be home in next to no time?. 


| found no end of? bargains in 
the sales. 


Itd help me no end? if you did 
the shopping. 


She was spending money like 
there was no tomorrow’. 


You must come to my party. 
| won't take no for an answer. 


No prizes for guessing? who 
arrived last. 


Let's ask her now. No time like 
the present’. 


Go and wash your hands. No ifs and 
buts*. 


I'll help you. No strings attached’, 
| promise. 


Don’t believe their promises. There’s 
no such thing as a free lunch”. 


Some parts of the city are no-go 
areas”! at night. 


He's not phoned or emailed, 
but no news is good news". 


She told me in no uncertain terms? 
that she thought | was making a foolish 
mistake. 


l very quickly ?lots of *very much ^quickly 5 won't let you refuse to come “it’s obvious 


T now is the perfect time °do it without arguing (usually used to a child) ?there'll be no unpleasant or 
inconvenient demands * if someone gives you something, they always expect something in return 


11 dangerous places 


12 


No for dramatic effect 


we'd hear something if there were a problem ? strongly and directly 


Note these idioms with no. In each one, the idiom is used in place of a more direct word 
or expression. For example, Rome is no ordinary city actually means Rome is an extraordinary city. 


be no oil painting 


| example 


Lottie is a beautiful woman, but her daughter is no oil painting. 


meaning 


is not pretty 


be no spring 
chicken 


be no / nobody's 
fool 


be no joke 


She loves windsurfing and paragliding, even though she's no 
spring chicken. 


He'll never believe your lies - he's no / nobody's fool. 


It's no joke driving on those steep, narrow mountain roads. 


is not young any 
more 


is clever and not 
easily deceived 


is serious or difficult 


be no picnic 


Trekking across the desert in temperatures of over 40 degrees 
was no picnic for the explorers. 
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was difficult and 
unpleasant 


52.1 


52.2 


52.3 


52.4 


Exercises 


When would you use the idioms in the box? Match the idioms with the situations. 


A20) HN HG 


| won't take no for an answer! There's no such thing as a free lunch! 
Go at once — no ifs and buts! No news is good news! 
No time like the present! No strings attached — | promise! 


Someone tells you about an email they received promising them a free dream holiday. 

You are determined that someone will accept your invitation to dinner. 

A friend asks you when to do something. You think they should do it immediately. 

You want to reassure a friend that you won't ask anything in return for taking them to an 
expensive restaurant. 

You want your child to go to bed immediately. 

You want to reassure a friend who is worried that she hasn't heard from her teenage daughter who 
is travelling round Australia. 


Read these statements and answer the questions. 


1 


2 


Richard said it was no picnic for someone of his age to get used to a new job. 
Was it easy or difficult for Richard when he started his new job? 

Lena is very nice, but she's no oil painting. 

Is Lena pretty? 

John is very good at squash, even though he's no spring chicken. 

Is John still a young man? 

People often laugh at Georgie, but she's nobody's fool. 

How easy would it be to deceive Georgie? 

Luke's boss told him in no uncertain terms that he'd be dismissed immediately if he didn't 
work hard enough. 

How direct was Luke's boss with his threats? 

It's no joke trying to bring up a family on the minimum wage. 

How easy is it to look after a family if your only income is the minimum wage? 


Correct the mistakes in these idioms. 


oOUU4 0 NN rn 


There's no such thing as a free gift. 

She loves going shopping and spending like there's no future. 

We were told in no uncertain words that we must always be punctual for work. 
He said he would lend me €2,000 with no strings involved. 

He's a very good squash player, even though he's no spring onion. 

The new housing development caused no finish of problems. 


Replace the underlined part of each sentence with an idiom. 


AnBRWN Ee 


The town was full of people partying madly on New Year’s Eve. 

You won’t be surprised when | tell you who won the cookery competition. 
The journey was very easy, and we got to our destination very quickly. 
There are lots and lots of places to eat in our town. 

The police have declared the zone a dangerous place. 

It would help your grandma a lot if you cut the grass for her. 
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SUE Positive situations 


In these comments, the speakers use an idiom to repeat and sum up what they say. 


110 


He was the only candidate for the job, and he Let's ask Ellie to be club president as she has 
got it. It was handed to him on a plate’. so much experience. She's an old hand at^ 
running organisations. 


Our team played well from the start, and we 
soon had the upper hand". Laura's opponent in the badminton final 
played badly, so Laura won hands down’. 


I know she's arrogant, but she has broken 


three world records. You have to hand it He's a great comedian. He had the 
to her?! audience eating out of the palm of his 
hand*. 


The got it very easily and did not have to work for it ?gained power and control ?you have to admire 
what she did, even if you don't admire everything about her ^is very experienced at ? won very easily 
$had complete control of them (You can also say he had the audience ‘in the palm of his hand’) 


Negative situations 
Refusing to speak to your uncle when he has been so generous to you is biting the hand that 
feeds you. [treating somebody badly who helps you in some way, often by giving you money] 


l'd like to pay you more, but my hands are tied. [I'm not free to do what l'd like to do] 


The minister's accidental reference to tax increases in an interview played into the 
opposition's hands. [unintentionally gave them an advantage] 


The government have rejected out of hand the allegation that torture has been used in 
prisons. [completely] 


If you lay a hand on me, | will report you to the police. [hurt or physically attack] 


He lost his job, then his house was flooded. Some people are dealt a lousy hand. [are very 
unlucky in life] 


They gave their opponents an advantage by naming the team before the final. They shouldn't 
have shown their hand so early. [told people their plans when they were a secret before] 


Very few people supported her. You could count them on the fingers of one hand. [they were 
very small in number] 


Other idioms with hand 
If you give someone a big hand, you applaud them by clapping. 


If you hand over the reins to someone, you give the power you had (for example, over a 
business or an organisation) to another person. 


If you say ‘Her children are off her hands now. One is married and the other is at university’, 
you mean she is not responsible for them any more. 


If you just sit on your hands, you do nothing about a problem that needs to be solved. 


If you say ‘I know I have a map of Dublin somewhere, but | can’t lay my hands on it at the 
moment; you mean you can't find it. 


If you ask someone to put their hand on their heart and tell you something, you ask them to 
tell you something truthfully. 
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53.1 


53.2 


53.3 


53.4 


Exercises 


Complete each idiom from A opposite. 


il 


2 


5 


6 


He doesn't know anything about business, but he's made a success of his Internet company - you 
NAVE tO nas tinc Aosta Mo dle him. 

In the tennis final, Edward Roxley had thessi iinnat for the entire match 

and won easily. 

Katarina is always complaining that a lot of children with rich parents have everything handed to 
CHER kosmacoss debt ead t es í 

We scored 230 points. No other team got more than 120, so we won the competition 


What a brilliant speaker! She had everyone eating ........... s of her 
hand. 
Acdambiistai mene Rr m aE AEA at dealing with lawyers - he used to be one himself! 


Correct the mistakes in the idioms in these news cuttings. 


il 


3 


Match the beginning of each sentence with its ending. 


il 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 


| think you've been dealt 


into the hands of your enemies. 


It's crazy to bite off her hands and are independent. 


My sister feels relieved that her kids are out of the palm of your hand. 
If you do that, you'll play a lousy hand. You've been unlucky. 
the hand that feeds you. 


to you on a plate. 


You mustn't expect things to be handed 


X ITIN 


You've got everyone eating 


What would you say in these situations? Use an idiom from the opposite page in your answer. 


1 


2 


You are the chairperson of an informal lecture. The guest speaker, Professor Ward, has given a 
wonderful lecture, and you want everyone to applaud her. 

Someone asks if they can borrow your dictionary. You know you have one somewhere, but you 
can't find it at the moment. Explain. 

Tell your colleagues that you think you should all do something positive about a bad situation 
instead of doing nothing. 

You have been the secretary of a sports club for ten years. Tell the other members that you are 
ready to pass the job to someone else. 

Your friend says they have never told a lie. Ask them if they would swear this is the truth. 


Make a special page in your vocabulary notebook for hand idioms and see how many you can 
collect in one month. Check their meanings in a dictionary if you are not sure. 
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ese People and personalities 


In these conversations, the second speaker uses an idiom to repeat and sum up what the first speaker says. 


A: She’s always dreamt of being a ballet dancer, hasn’t she? 
B: Yes, it’s been her heart’s desire ever since she was three years old. 


A: She sometimes seems a bit rude, but she’s very kind really. 
B: | know. She’s got a heart of gold, hasn’t she? 


A: The teacher is only strict with his students because he thinks it will help them. 
B: That’s right. He only has their best interests at heart. 


A: Only the coldest, most unfeeling person could fail to be moved by such a sad story. 
B: | agree. You'd have to have a heart of stone not to be upset by it. 


A: The movement wants to attack our society’s most important values. 
B: That's right. It aims to strike at the heart of freedom and democracy. 


A: | don’t want to go to her party, but it would be unkind not to, don’t you think? 
B: Yes, | don’t have the heart to say no. 


A: Was Tania very upset when she told you about Henry leaving? 
B: Yes, she certainly was. She cried her heart out! 


A: | feel so sorry for everyone who lost their homes in the flood. 
B: Me too. My heart goes out to them. 


A: Jo says she's exhausted after going on that luxury cruise. 

B: My heart bleeds for her! [I don't feel sorry for her at all; this idiom is often used ironically to mean 
the opposite, but is sometimes used in a non-humorous way, e.g. ‘My heart bleeds for the victims of 
the tragedy.’] 


Feelings 


eee Cœ Q fi 
Horoscopes 


-. Your heart is in your boots? when 
| you think of all the work you have 
to do today, but just get on with it. 
Once you get started, you may even 
enjoy it. 


You say that you are not sure where 
your relationship is going, but in your 
" heart of hearts? you know that it is You keep telling someone close 
unlikely to last much longer. to you about their faults. Have a 
heart"! Tell them what you like 


You don't want to hurt your friend by shout them too. 


Cape giving them some bad news, but it’s 
7" / important that you tell them soon. 
Harden your heart* and do it now. 


1 make your feelings obvious ? you are not interested in ?in your true, most secret thoughts 
4 don't let your feelings stop you ? don't be anxious or afraid you feel unhappy "be kind 
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54.1 


54.2 


54.3 


54.4 


Exercises 


Look at A opposite. Choose the correct answer. 


1 If someone is very kind to others, do they have a) a heart of stone or b) a heart of gold? 

2 If your heart bleeds for someone, does this always mean you feel sorry for them? a) Yes b) No 

3 If you cry your heart out, are you a) shouting or b) sobbing? 

4 |f someone has your best interests at heart, are they concerned about a) your general 
well-being or b) your finances? 

5 Is your heart more likely to go out to someone who is a) suffering or b) very successful? 

6 Are you more likely to say ‘I don't have the heart to’ do something a) pleasant or 
b) unpleasant? 


Correct the five mistakes with idioms in this post on an online problem page. 


l've been offered a job that all my friends and family think | should take. The problem is that in 
my heart of heart, | really don't want it. It's always been my heart's wish to leave this city and 


work abroad, but | don't get the heart to tell my family this, as | know they'll be upset. | know 
you will tell me to keep heart and be strong, but I really don't want to hurt them. After all, | 
know they have my best interests by heart. What should | do? 


Replace the underlined part of each sentence with an idiom. 


1 Don'texpect so much of him - he's only four! Be kind to him! 

2 You'll only get hurt if you make your feelings so obvious. 

3 Hefelt very miserable as he thought about the difficult week ahead. 

4 You know your parents want what is best for you. 

5 Heshowed her round the city, but she could tell that he was not really interested in it. 


Complete the crossword. 


Across 
3 Karl knew he hadn't studied enough, and his heart was in his ss as he entered 
the exam room. 
6 So you only have two cars now, not three? My heart onesies for you. 
7 He'strying to be enthusiastic, but you can tell his heart isn't really Õssus it. 
9 Rosa was frightened, but she oc cescssesseseeneienetnenes her heart and entered the room. 
10 When | saw the film about the refugees, my heart .......................... out to them, and 
| had to do something to help. 
Down 
1 Kasia didn't have the heart s.s.s iisisti 
refuse to help her little brother. 
2^ heartictesttikes............———— 4. the heart of 
the problem when it talks about child poverty. 
4 You always know how Daniela feels - she wears 
har heart om Rer seed md d 
Few people in life are lucky enough to achieve 
their heart Saa Esna » 
heart, Irma! Lots of people 
fail their driving test the first time. 


uo 
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Life and live 


Lucy: 
Sophie: 


EE idioms with life 


Did you have a good holiday in New Zealand? 
Yes, thanks. We had the time of our life?! Did | tell you | bumped into my next-door 


neighbour there? | got the shock of my life?! 


Lucy: 
Sophie: 
Lucy: 
Sophie: 


What a surprise! So, what did you do on holiday? 
We did lots of sailing, and my husband even went bungee jumping. 
Wow! That'd scare the life out of me?. 
Me too. There's no way I'd risk life and limb‘ like that. Anyway, we had some friends round 


last night, and he was the life and soul of the party’, telling them all about his bungee 
jump. He claims he came within an inch of his life doing it! 


Lucy: 
Sophie: 
Lucy: 


Oh dear! 
Still, we both feel we've got a new lease of life". 
Oh, I'd love to go travelling and see life?! I'm going to make my husband's life a misery? 


until he agrees that we can go to Canada. I’ve always wanted to go there. 


Sophie: 
Lucy: 


lenjoyed ourselves very much 

? was very shocked 

3 frighten me very much 

^do something physically dangerous 
5 was the centre of attention 


9 nearly died 


idiom 


be / live in a 
dream world 


live a charmed 
life 


live a lie 


Do you think he'll agree? 
Of course. He'd do anything for a quiet life 


10; 


T become more energetic and active; can also be used to 


describe objects or places as seeming like new again 


something all the time 


8 experience different, often unexpected things 
?make things difficult for someone, e.g. by talking about 


10 agree to anything to avoid problems 


Bee Idioms with live 


| example 


He's living in a dream world if he thinks he'll 
become a famous pop star. 


James has lived a charmed life; everything 
he does works out well. 


| meaning 


has unrealistic hopes (usually used in 
continuous form) 


been very lucky in life 


You must tell her you're married - you can't mme dishonestly by pretending to be 


go on living a lie. 


live out of a 
suitcase 


After a month sleeping on a friend's floor, 
Becky is tired of living out of a suitcase. 


live on 
borrowed time 


live to tell the 
tale 


The government is living on borrowed time 
at the moment and is unlikely to survive the 
next election. 


Our walking holiday was awful! We got lost 
on the mountains, and it rained all the time. 
But at least we lived to tell the tale. 


something that is not true 


not having a permanent place to live 


existing longer than expected 


successfully dealt with a difficult or 
frightening experience 


live and let live 


| wouldn't want to have as many pets as they 
do but, hey, live and let live! 


English Idioms in Use Advanced 


accept how others live and behave, 
even though it is different from your 
way of life 


55.1 


55.2 


55.3 


55.4 


Exercises 


Look at A opposite. Match the beginning of each sentence with its ending. 


aN 0 Uo 4» 0 MN HL 


Mum finally said | could go out - she'd do [| a amisery if she spoke to the police. 
When he retired, Steve got [] b and soul of the party. 

The children had the time m c herlife when she saw the snake. 
That film scared the life [eat d anything for a quiet life. 
Firefighters risk life E e oftheir lives at the party. 

Melanie is always the life m f and limb every day to help others. 
He threatened to make her life idi g out of me! 

Ana got the shock of m h anew lease of life. 


Correct the mistakes in these idioms. 


c -10)01 5 00 hN2 S 


Re 


COON OO HBWN L2 


he 


Co 
f 


2 
3 


We were within a mile of our lives when the lightning struck the tree beside us. 
| don't like cycling to work. | feel like I’m risking life and legs in all that traffic. 
The operation has given my grandmother a new licence of life. 

Taking your final exams won't be easy, but I’m sure you'll live to tell the news. 
Clare felt the shock of her life when she saw the police officer at her door. 
Some people find living out of some luggage away from home very stressful. 
The company chairman is living on lent time after the latest fall in profits. 
Lewis is really shy and isn't usually the life and heart of the party. 


place the underlined part of each sentence with an idiom. 


Your life will be based on deceit if you don't tell him you were once in prison. 

In this life, we have to accept people for what they are, even if they are very different from us. 
Not many people have lived such a happy and successful life as Ed has. 

We had a fantastic holiday in California last year. 

Travelling is the best way to discover different things about the world. 

The explorers faced many challenges in the Arctic but came back safely and told us all about it. 
The sudden scream gave me a terrible fright. 

Jess thinks she'll have a career as a model, but she's being totally unrealistic in my opinion. 
The naughty child made things very unpleasant for his teacher. 

The full service has made our old car feel like new again. 


mplete each idiom with a preposition. 


Ever since they lost the competition, United’s coach has felt he is living s 
borrowed time. 
WS TS TTE an inch of our lives when the falling rock just missed our car. 


| got the shock my life when | switched on the TV and saw my mum being 
interviewed. 

Travelling round the world living „u...un of a suitcase can be exciting at first but soon 
loses its novelty. 

I’m sure your parents will have the time ou... their lives on the cruise. 

My dad hates confrontation. | think he'd do anything ........... s a quiet life! 
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56 Dead and death 


RETE Dead and death as the end of something or as failure 


In these conversations, the second speaker uses an idiom to react to what the first speaker says. 


A: | wanted to talk to you about your plan to start a hiking club. 
B: | don’t want to talk about it. As far as I’m concerned, that idea is now dead and buried'. 


A: It was a pity that house prices rose so much last year. 
B: Yes. That was the kiss of death to? our plan to buy a place in the city centre. 


A: Did anything happen about that scheme to build a centre for the homeless? 
B: No. The city council ran out of money, and the whole plan is dead in the water’. 


A: | tried to buy Zoom magazine today but couldn't get it anywhere. 
B: Oh yes. That's as dead as a dodo’. They stopped publishing it about a year ago. 


A: Your committee doesn't seem to achieve much. Why is that? 
B: If you want my opinion, there's too much dead wood’. We need some new people. 


A: What happened to the party's manifesto for change? 
B: Oh, it's a dead duck. Everyone voted against it. 


A: Many companies are struggling financially at the moment. 
B: Yes. The economic recession has dealt a death blow’ to many small businesses. 


1 finished or ended completely ?event that caused our plan to fail (informal) ?failed and 

will never succeed *not existing or popular or important any more (informal; a dodo is an extinct bird) 
5 members of a group who are not useful any more and who should be removed 

ê not successful or useful (informal) " an event that causes something to fail completely 


Bes eB Other idioms with dead and death 


If you are dead to the world, you are in a deep sleep. 


If you are sick to death of something, you are annoyed by it because you have experienced it 
for too long. (You can also say ‘bored or worried to death") 


If something is a fate worse than death (humorous), it is the worst thing that can happen 
to you. 


If someone endures a living death, they have a life so full of suffering that it would be better 
to be dead. 


If something is a matter of life and / or death, it is a serious situation where people might die. 
If you do something in the dead of night, you do it in the middle of the night. 


If you say something will happen ‘over my dead body! you mean you will do everything you 
can to prevent it. 


If you say a vehicle, a building or a machine is a death trap, you think it is so dangerous it 
could cause people to die. 


If someone is at death's door, they are nearly dead. 


Language 


There are many idioms based on dead and death in English. Make a special page for dead / death 
idioms in your vocabulary notebook and record any new ones you find. 
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56.1 


56.2 


56.3 


56.4 


Exercises 


Rewrite the underlined part of each sentence using the word in brackets. 


AUNE 


There are a lot of useless people in my office. They should sack some people. [WOOD] 

Putting Joshua in charge was the event that caused the project to fail. [KISS] 

His idea of building a plane and flying round the world has been abandoned. [DODO] 

The old family quarrel has now ended completely, and they live in harmony. [BURIED] 

The planning committee's decision was an event that caused the failure of the proposal to build 
the new airport. [BLOW] 


Which dead or death idioms do these pictures make you think of? 
T 


3 5 


EEUU aes | 


Complete each sentence with an idiom from 56.2. 


1 
2 


3 
4 
5 


6 


rs E tabs CET cs eternal - edet inb demit d codon , when everyone was sleeping. 


The bank refused to lend him the money. That was the tnn 


his plan to open a restaurant. 

l Was ca aded mn ton aoo. beat and didn't hear her enter the room. 

The negotiations have broken down, and the deal is mhieeisriisiimiisnecepaieirett nee A E é 
| don’t think people will pay to have their computers cleaned every three months. That idea is 
Bu ee Peete ieee EE uua if you ask me. 

POOsOlGRI ESSN Siete, aes e SE Ce en . I don't think he'll last another year. 


Correct the mistakes in the idioms. 


co -410 001» CQ) hN2 FE 


You should only call an ambulance if it is the matter of death and life. 

The thieves stole the painting in the death of night. 

I am sick to the dead of people complaining all the time. It's not my fault! 

That old car is so dangerous. It's the dead trap. 

Having to sit next to my boring uncle at the restaurant was the fate like death. 

Many people suffered a death in life in prison camps during the civil war. 

The council are planning to demolish my house to build a motorway. On my dead body! 
There are too many dead woods on the school committee. They never do anything useful. 
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Mind as a noun 
Mind as a noun means ‘thoughts’ or ‘imagination’. In these conversations, the second speaker 
uses an idiom to repeat and sum up what the first speaker says. 


A: I'm fed up with listening to the teacher and not doing anything, aren't you? 
B: Yes, l'm bored out of my mind. 


. 


A: Emma should pass her maths exam, provided she makes an effort. 
B: Yes, she certainly should, if she puts her mind to it. 


A: The concert was absolutely spectacular, wasn’t it! 
B: Yes, it blew my mind! 
: No sane person would want to be prime minister. 
B: That's true. Nobody in their right mind would want that responsibility. 
[ 


: He must be crazy to spend all that money on a car. 
: Yes, he's out of his mind! 


: I’m really tired of this boring party. Shall we go home? 
B: You read my mind - let's go! 


A: We must do something to stop your sister thinking about her operation tomorrow. 
B: Let's take her to the cinema. That should take her mind off it. 


: | can't stop worrying about Hamid's accident. 
B: | know. It’s been preying on my mind all day. 


A: | can’t believe the wedding has been cancelled. They seemed so happy. 
B: Yes, | can't get my mind round it either! (You can also say ‘I can't get my head round it’) 


A: Whatever I say, he always brings the conversation back to sport! 
: | know. He has a terrible one-track mind. 


: Try to remember what happened next. 
B: |’m trying to cast my mind back, but | just can't remember a thing. 


A: Tell yourself you can do it, and you'll easily manage to swim that distance. 
B: | know. It's just a question of mind over matter. [your thoughts influencing your body] 


Mind as a verb 
Mind can also be a verb and is often used when warning people to be careful. 


A: My dad hates bad manners, so mind your Ps and Qs when you meet him. [be polite - p stands for 
please and q represents the /kju:/ sound at the end of thank you] 
B: Don't worry! I will. 


A: The pavement is very uneven here. 
B: Yes, you need to mind your step. [walk carefully] 


A: Why did you come back so late last night? 
B: Mind your own business! [it's got nothing to do with you] 


A: See you later, Grandma. 
B: OK. Mind how you go! [take care; used when saying goodbye (informal)] 


: Nathan doesn't trust his colleagues. He thinks they're telling lies about him to his boss. 
B: Yes, he needs to mind his back in that office. [be careful because others are trying to cause problems 
for him; you can also say ‘watch your back] 
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57.1 


57.2 


57.3 


57.4 


Exercises 


Are the idioms in these sentences used correctly? If not, correct them. 


Nobody in their correct mind would lend him money again. He never pays it back. 
Ben had always said he wanted to study law, so his mother is finding it hard to get 
her mind round his decision to leave university and join a rock band. 

He's always talking about cars. l've never met anyone with such a one-way mind. 
I’m sure you can mend your own bike if you put your mind to it. 

What can we do to take Marco’s mind out of his problems? 

Now, I’d like you all to throw your mind back to your very first day at school. 


Complete each dialogue with an idiom from the opposite page. 


1 


2 


Max: I’m off now then. See you in a couple of hours. 

Beth: BY Ceased booa a tod pti OE ede 

Harry: You’ve bought another pair of shoes?! How much were they? 
Tile sug cath ten cate ren crossed e A ! 


Nathan: Why are you yawning? 

Molly: JS MEN og nnam Test dol m eol 3... ee 

Lisa: I’m thinking of taking a year off to cycle round the world. 

Rita: Yowmusebe»R mi. qu DAI VIRA annaia ! 

Joe: Were you able to forget about the exam today? 

Lou: Napit SO leave MENA O sasiore OAM iit nerin all day. 

PolicexofficeriPpleasebemno miran i ieran and tell us exactly what happened 
on the night in question. 

Tess: Well, it’s a long time ago now... 


Which idioms do these pictures make you think of? Complete the captions. 


1 


| hate 


O traffic jams 


E T a PELE EE E E ET A . 


Replace the underlined part of each sentence with an idiom. 


co -10U€1 4» C) N29 FS 


Walk carefully on the ice - it's very slippery. 

The actor's performance was amazing! 

It goes without saying that you should always be very polite at an interview. 
People who drink and drive must be totally crazy. 

My twin brother can tell exactly what I’m thinking. 

I’m always so bored in physics lessons! 

Their argument worried Freya for a long time. 

You'll find it quite easy to learn the guitar if you make a bit of an effort. 
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58 Hard 


RUNS Problems 


Dear Bella 


l've just started working in a 
clothes shop, but it's proving 
much harder than I had 
bargained for. I've realised 
that I’m no good at giving 
people the hard sell?, and 
there don't seem to be any 
hard-and-fast rules? for 
what I should be doing. | 
thought | would love it, but 
I'm finding it really hard 
going". Will it get better or 
is this it? 


Liz 


RIA 


Dear Bella 

My partner and | have just split up. It was a mutual decision, 
and we agreed there would be no hard feelings, but it has hit 
me much harder than | expected. My ex seems to be going 
out a lot and is perfectly happy, which | find hard to swallow’. 
Am I being unreasonable? 


Ali 
ese 


Dear Bella 

| lost my job last month, so my family has fallen on hard 
times®. My wife is still working, but we're struggling, and we're 
really hard up’. I'm finding it difficult to find a new job, and I'm 
hard put” to see a solution. What should | do? 


Simon 


1 more difficult than expected ? trying very hard to persuade people to buy something ?clear rules 
^ difficult and tiring ? no anger towards each other affected me much worse ' difficult to accept 
8 are finding life difficult through lack of money ? without much money finding it difficult 


RAS More problems 


Read what six people say about their problems. 


My younger sister trusts people too easily, 
but | guess she will learn the hard way! that 
things are not always what they seem. 


| want to go to Australia this summer, so | 
need to persuade my boss to let me have 
three weeks off work. It will be a hard nut to 
crack’, but I'm going to try. 


| hate dealing with salespeople. They always 


try to drive a hard bargain’, and |’m not very 


good at saying no! 


lve got far too much work this week. I'll 
be hard-pressed’ to get it all finished, and 
I'm worried my boss will be angry if | don't 


manage. 


My flatmate complains if | ask him to help 
clean the flat. He always seems to make hard 
work of? anything | ask him to do! 


My brother doesn't have a job, and he feels 
hard done by$ because I’ve got more money 
than him. | work hard, though, so | don't 
think it's unfair! 


! discover something through a difficult experience ? demand a lot in exchange for the service given 
? find it difficult ^a difficult problem to solve ?make something into a major problem 


$ unfairly treated 
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58.1 


58.2 


58.3 


58.4 


Exercises 


Correct the mistakes in these idioms from A opposite. 


| hate it when people try to give you the hard sale over the phone. 

Her grandfather's illness has really struck her very hard. 

I’m so glad we're friends again. No hard feels, OK? 

Walking home in the heavy snow was really hard go. 

| find his constant criticism of me very hard to drink. 

Learning how to skate turned out to be much harder than Nina had bargained by. 


aAunBWN HL 


Read this post on an online problem page. Are these sentences true or false? If the 
answer is false, say why. 


I’m feeling very hard-pressed at work at the moment. | have a long report to finish, but I'll be 
hard put to get it done in time. I’d love to hand in my notice, but I'm far too hard up to be able 


to manage without a salary even for a week or two. | guess I’m learning the hard way that 
money doesn't grow on trees! Can you help me? Kira 


Kira is very busy at work. 

She will easily meet her deadline for the report. 
She can't afford to leave her job. 

She is learning a fun lesson about life. 


4 0) N Ld 


Complete each idiom. 


Doei er ONAA Des 5hardzands Lu oth LeS 
2 GH AG cele oct debo lus to crack 6 "learn the nard Zoenen 
3 "Dad TOi R | [Mae o Enn oM eaae hb tee hard work of 

ARM cos tlonin dit nhe c a hard bargain Shae (fel laeta |o lie i ire by 


Complete each sentence with an idiom from 58.3. You may need to change the form of 
the verb. 


1 The truth is unpleasant, and I’m worried you'll find it... " 

2 Although Jack's grandfather used to be rich, he ...cscmessintnenenneeinnenenenntneinneenanenenennee and the 
family lived in poverty. 

SNITT)SrerakelhO eee ee mtt aod E as to how you should behave in circumstances 
like these. 

Ar imisuretydralwilllk 5:95:59 9 b xia et eara set when she discovers that her uncle has 
bought her twin sister a new sports car. 

5EGmiidrenreventuallyo seus trn ee roce rene dans that life is not always fair. 

6 I have no idea how we're going to solve this problem. It's going to be 
tr e eei e diei ode me MM , Pm sure. 

T «Ruby;always;complains and'seelms:to.......... macte ceret tr gite any little problem. 

8 You want me to reduce the price by £200? You certainly ........... tes t 


Over to 


Look up hard in the Cambridge Idioms Dictionary at http://dictionary.cambridge.org/. Make a 
note of three other interesting idioms that you find there. Write them down in example sentences. 
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When things go wrong 
Many idioms with fall refer to situations where things go wrong, people encounter problems, 
or where something fails. Read these news cuttings and note the idioms. 


'Ihe minister of education seems to have fallen 
from grace’. There are rumours that the president 
is planning to sack her next week when ... 


Last year, a petition with 10,000 signatures 
demanding an end to the tax fell on deaf 
ears?, so yesterday protesters took to the 
streets and ... 


louse prices have fallen through the floor in the - 
ix months, leaving many homeowners worrying 


! done something which made people in 5 broke a law or regulation 


authority stop liking or admiring them 5 did not come up to the standard of 
?the wrong people obtain and control them T done something which seemed like a good 
3 was ignored idea but was not wise 
^ dropped to a very low level 5be in a very bad state and about to fail 


Other idioms with fall 
People were falling over themselves to volunteer as helpers for the president's visit. [very 
keen and eager] 


She never seems to have to work to get what she wants. Everything just seems to fall / drop 
into her lap. [happen or be given to her without any effort on her part] 


Fabio seems to have fallen for Elena hook, line and sinker! [fallen madly in love with] 


My colleagues at the office played a joke on me, and I fell for it hook, line and sinker. 
[completely believed something which was not true] 


I'm afraid you will have to fall into line and accept the company’s rules and policy. [start to 
accept the rules of an organisation] 


Here are two proverbs which include fall: 

Pride comes before a fall. [if someone is too confident or arrogant, something bad will happen, 
which will show that they are not as good as they think they are] 

The bigger they are / come, the harder they fall. [the more power or success someone has, the 
harder it will be for them to lose it] 


See Unit 11 for more proverbs. 
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59.1 


59.2 


59.3 


59.4 


Exercises 


Complete the emails with idioms from A opposite. 


1 


3 


D] Rew 


Forward 


Hi Azmah 
You asked why the new computers were so 
cheap. Well, silicon chip prices have fallen 


Good news, eh? 


EE Reply Forward 


Dear Elsa 

As you know, the project seems to be falling 
seams, and we're in danger of losing a lot of 
money. We need to keep an eye on the situation. 
Carmen 


Jo 
ese [V7] Rey Forward ose [S7] Roy Forward 
Enda Dear all 


I'm afraid our request to management for 
more staff has fallen on ...............s 
ee eee , and we're just going to 
have to cope with present staff levels. Sorry. 
Archie 


A memory stick with sensitive information 
on it is missing. We don’t want it to fall 


vital that we find it. 
Brian 


Rewrite the underlined part of each sentence using the word in brackets. 


1 


w 


It seems that the prime minister’s special adviser, Lily Sparks, is not liked or respected any more, 


and she is expected to resign soon. [GRACE] 


Everyone had to accept the decision and work longer hours for the same pay. [LINE] 
The deal broke the export regulations and had to be cancelled at the last minute. [FOUL] 
The report is not really an outright condemnation of the government’s actions, but it does contain 


strong criticism. [SHORT] 


Complete each idiom. 


1 I didn’t realise she was deceiving me, and I fell for it hook, s 4 
2 It looks as if the whole system is falling apart ............... eA . 

3 | didn’t really have to do anything to get the job. It just fell s. 
4 Sara may not like the new rules, but she'll just have to on ssssstsesenemeeseetaeietiuetinetnenneiaeianneineiesen : 


Answer these questions. 


1 


2 


w 


What is the difference between falling for something hook, line and sinker and falling for a person 


hook, line and sinker? 


What proverb could you use about someone who is over-confident and arrogant, and you suspect 
something bad will happen to them as a result? 

True or false? If someone falls over themselves to do something, it means they have an accident. 
What proverb could you use about a billionaire who lost all their money in one day and had to beg 
in the streets? 
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Own as adjective, noun and verb 
Own is frequently used as an adjective: 
She's a woman after my own heart. [having the same opinions or interests as me] 


Own is occasionally used as a noun: 
Bicycles come into their own in rush hour, as they end up moving much faster than cars or 
buses. [are very useful or successful in a particular situation] 


Own can also be used as a verb: 
She's only worked here for a week, but she behaves as if she owns the place. [in an 
unpleasantly confident way] 


Own suggesting acting independently 


| 


idiom | example | meaning 


be your own Rajiv is his own person. Nobody can make him do 
person anything he doesn’t want to. 


take matters The police didn’t do anything about the situation, so 
into yourown | we decided to take matters into our own hands. 
hands 


behaves as he wants to without 
being influenced by others 


deal with something ourselves 
because others are failing to act 


—— ——— — 
when you are ready 


in your own There's no need to hurry. Just give me an answer in 


time your own time. 

save your own | Don't expect her to support you - she's only wants to protect herself from danger or 
skin save her own skin. difficulty, regardless of others 
go their own 


They've decided they can't live together any longer separate (verb) 
and are going to go their own ways. | 
Fazia is only 14, but she can hold her own in any adult | be as successful as anyone else | 


conversation. 
Own in idioms criticising people | 
Pilar: Mario's always saying how wonderful he is. | 
Maya: | know. He never stops blowing his own trumpet. 
Pilar: His behaviour will cause him a lot of trouble. 
Maya: Yes, he's digging his own grave, isn't he! 
Pilar: It's his own fault that he's so unpopular. 
Maya: | know, it's of his own making. 
Pilar: Everyone thinks he's using his position to make money dishonestly. 
Maya: Yes, they suspect him of feathering his own nest. 
Pilar: The trouble is, it encourages others to use the same methods as he does. 
Maya: That's right. | suppose they're trying to play him at his own game. 
Pilar: Yes, they want to get revenge by showing him how unpleasant it is. 
Maya: That's exactly it. They're trying to get their own back. 


ways 


hold your own 


Language 


We always use own with a possessive form before it (e.g. his own making), not an article, 

e.g. the or an. The only exception to this rule is the idiom an own goal, e.g. 'The government's 
decision to raise taxes just before the election was very much an own goal. [something which 
helped the other side rather than themselves] 
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60.1 


Exercises 


Choose the correct word to complete each idiom. 


60.2 


60.3 


| like Tina. She's her own [girl / person]. In fact, she’s very much a woman after my own [heart / 
head]. But I’m not keen on her boyfriend, Karl. He's always blowing his own [trumpet / trombone], 
and when they come to my flat, he behaves as if he owns the [space / place]. | think it's time they 

went their own [roads / ways]. In fact, | really think she'd [come / get] into her own if they did. 


Replace the underlined part of each sentence with an idiom. 


1 | must think of a way of taking my revenge on Matt for playing that trick on me. 

2 Hetold the police who had really planned the burglary in order to get out of trouble himself. 
3 Tim was smaller than the other judo players, but he was as successful as anyone else. 
4 You're making trouble for yourself by putting your boss in such a difficult position. 

5 If women want to succeed in politics, they have to use the same methods as men. 


Complete the crossword. 


Across 

2 The newspaper accused the politician of 
LIVIN XO T e neet kroade his own nest. 

4 You can't blame him for trying to save 
his own sss. + He really 
can't afford to lose his job. 

5 You're sss. YOU OWN grave 
by going on strike. 


9 My problems may be .......... sss 
my own making, but that doesn't make it 
any easier. 
10 Just answer in your own ........ = 
There's no rush. 
11 The company has managed to 
ia ETE Te t 30.2; its own, despite fierce competition. 
Down 
1 ladmire Faye for always being her own „sssi , even when it makes her unpopular. 
3 If the town council has no plans to improve the appearance of our street, why don't we take 
matters into our OWN ....... s ? 
6 If we want to beat our competitors, we'll have to play them at their own ........... « 
7 Henry had never been to such a luxurious hotel before, but he walked in as sl 
he owned the place. 
8 I'm afraid | scored an own ss when | told my boss that | didn't really need a 
pay rise. 


Over to 


Note uses of own that you see in the course of your reading over the next week. In each case, 


think about whether it is being used ordinarily or idiomatically and write down any new 
idiomatic uses of own that you find. 
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1.1 


1.2 


1.3 


1.4 


2.1 


2.2 


2.3 


2.4 


Key 


Unit 1 


In 2009, | set off (phrasal verb) on a long journey. As | left my house, my neighbour shouted, ‘Good 
luck!’ (greetings and good wishes) | didn’t know at that moment (prepositional phrase) that | would 
not see him again for three years. | boarded the plane (collocation) at Heathrow, and soon it took 
off (phrasal verb) for Malaysia. When we touched down (phrasal verb) in Kuala Lumpur, | couldn’t 
wait to get off (phrasal verb) the plane. | took a bus (collocation) to the city centre (compound) and 
spent the night (collocation) at a youth hostel (compound). The first person | met was someone | 
had been at school (prepositional phrase) with years ago. ‘It’s a small world!’ (saying or proverb) he 
said when he saw me. 


My friend suggested that we join forces. ‘There’s safety in numbers,’ he said. ‘Let’s hit the road 
together. | was in two minds whether to go with him but finally decided to say yes. We travelled 
together for six months and had a whale of a time. We spent money like there was no tomorrow. 


| had to twist my dad’s arm and persuade him to send me some more money so | could travel further. 


1 
2 
3 
4 
5 


1 


C) a flash in the pan 

b) taken a shine to 

C) safe and sound 

b) put my foot in it 

b) as quiet as a mouse 


b 2G 3a 4 a 


Unit 2 


Ne WN HR 


AUNE 


False. Many idioms stay in frequent usage for a long time. 

True. 

True. 

True. 

False. Headline writers often play with idioms for humorous or dramatic effect, or to catch the 
reader’s eye. 

False. They can be found in most types of speaking and writing (although they may be more 
frequent in some types, such as popular journalism and informal conversation). 

True. 

False. Idioms are used in academic writing, although these idioms are different from typical 
idioms used in speech or informal writing. 


effect 
course 
pricked 


shape 
licking 
stone 


go up in the world 
lick your wounds 


prick up your ears 
open the door to 


Aw DU Ff 


a mountain-climbing organisation 
a boxing club 

be patient 

the person’s conscience 

a hi-fi company 
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3.1 


3.2 


3.3 


3.4 


3.5 


4.1 


Unit 3 


1 It gives information - where necessary - about the usage of the idiom (e.g. whether it is used in a 
literary or an informal context), and it gives examples of the idiom in a typical context. 

2 There are over 1 billion words of international English (e.g. British, American and Australian) taken 
from both spoken and written contexts. 

3 Itis informal. 


1 slang (Get off your backside means ‘stop being lazy’) 

2 formal (Have occasion to do something means ‘need to do something") 

3 offensive (The shit hits the fan means ‘a situation causes a lot of trouble’) 

4 informal (Know something inside out means ‘know everything about a subject’) 

5 literary (Not soil your hands means ‘not become involved in something unpleasant or bad’) 

6 old-fashioned (Send someone to Coventry means ‘refuse to speak to someone as a punishment’) 
7 humorous (Pigs might fly means ‘there is no chance at all of something happening’) 


m. 


Henry will help you deal with these forms. He knows the system inside out. 

2 They think he’s the boss of the criminal gang, but he never soils his hands by committing crimes 
personally. 

3 Joey can be so lazy. | wish he'd get off his backside. 

4 ‘I won't be late to work ever again. ‘Oh yes, and pigs might fly!’ 

5 If Greg finds out what you've done, the shit will hit the fan. 

6 | live very close to the hospital, but luckily I’ve never had occasion to go there. 

7 She had lied to them, and so they sent her to Coventry. 


At the time of writing, the Phrase Finder website gives a definition of the phrase, and a long 
description of its origin and history. 


The search engine Google finds 20,900,00 sites using this idiom. A search for 'like it or lump it news' 
gets 32,400,00 results. Some of these sites directly discuss the idiom, while many provide examples 
of itin a range of different contexts. 


SPORTS MINISTER HOPPING MAD 

John Hamilton has made a name for himself by running a tight ship at the Ministry of Sport. So it 
was no surprise to his staff that he reportedly *went spare' when he learnt what had been going on 
behind his back. Two of his leading advisors had been feathering their own nests with government 
money intended for young people's sports organisations. ‘Such behaviour is quite beyond the pale, 
said Hamilton, ‘and the two people concerned have already been given the sack. 


Meaning of idioms from ‘Sports Minister Hopping Mad’: 

hopping mad = very angry 

make a name for = become famous or respected for 

run a tight ship = control something firmly and effectively 

go spare = be extremely angry 

behind someone’s back = without someone knowing 

feather your own nest = dishonestly use your position to get money for yourself 
be beyond the pale = be unacceptable 

be given the sack = be dismissed from your job 


Unit 4 


1 They make a comparison. 

2 In literary writing, e.g. poetry 

3 Those used in literary contexts are original, and the comparison is intended to make the reader 
think; those used in idioms have become so much part of the language that speakers rarely still 
notice the original comparison. 

4 Itcan help to make sense of the meaning of the idiom, and thinking about the image underlying 
the idiom may help you to learn and remember the idiom. 
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4.2 


4.3 


4.4 


5.1 


5.2 


5.3 


5.4 


6.1 


6.2 


1 have something up your sleeve 

2 get/be given your marching orders / pull rank on 
3 uncharted waters 

4 take centre stage 


1 minefield 5 point, light 
2 launch 6 pull 

3 mark 7 at 

4 see 8 bluff 


Everyone else was laughing, but Katie couldn't see the joke. 

Eva is going / getting nowhere with her research. 

BritTel is going to join forces with SatCom to lobby the government. 

The teacher saw red when Matt refused to do his homework. 

The errors in the report really weren't Sam's fault, but he took / got the flak for them. 

Tina is hoping her father will eventually see reason / sense and let her drive the family car. 
Unfortunately, my brother's transport business was a casualty of the rise in fuel prices. 

As the president of a major company, Ross is used to taking centre stage. 


Unit 5 


ce -10014» 0) N20 L5 


1 from the cradle to the grave 
2 toclip someone's wings 

3 thetip of the iceberg 

4 outof your own pocket 


1 Mysister is always buying up-to-the-minute gadgets. 

2 Correct. 

3 My grandad's always talking about the good old days. 

4 They've been engaged for six months but haven't made any plans about when they're going to tie 
the knot. 

5 Correct. 

6 Engineering isn't the kind of job that every Tom, Dick or Harry could do. 


1 mountain 4 pocket 
2 numbered 5 bear 
3 spirit 


1 You'll pass your driving test if you really want to - where there's a will, there's a way. 

2 | get bored if | always do the same things at the weekend - variety is the spice of life. 

3 Sh! Be quiet! There's no need to talk at the top of your voice. 

4 He never saves any money. He spends whatever he has. Easy come, easy go is his motto. 
5 | was so upset when | failed the exam. | cried my eyes out. 

6 She’s a total optimist - she always manages to look on / see the bright side. 


Unit 6 


1 beblown away by 
2 beonthe same wavelength 
3 fringe benefits 


1 Fringe benefits are extra benefits you get with a job apart from your pay, and a fringe is hair that 
hangs down over your forehead. 

2 Non-digital radio stations broadcast their programmes on particular FM or AM wavelengths. If two 
people are on the same wavelength, they think in the same way. 
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6.3 


6.4 


T.1 


7.2 


7.3 


7.4 


8.1 


8.2 


3 If you are blown away by a performance, you are amazed and impressed because it is so good. A 


trumpet is an example of a wind instrument. A strong wind can also ‘blow you away’. 
4 Part and parcel refers to a necessary part of the job, and postmen have to deliver parcels. 
5 Film stars act, and get your act together means to organise yourself and resolve a problem. 


1 The money was burning a hole in my pocket. 

2 Her two brothers don’t see eye to eye and haven’t spoken to each other for over a year. 
3 Learning how to manage your finances is part and parcel of becoming an adult. 

4 It'stime you got your act together and found a job! 

5 The president refused to make a decision and was accused of sitting on the fence. 

6 My computer crashed, so I’m back to square one with my assignment. 


omen a ome) 


Over to you Possible answers: 

it never rains but it pours: a company that makes raincoats, umbrellas or wellington boots 
fighting fit: a judo club, a boxing club, a gym 

two left feet: a dance school 


Unit 7 

1 catch 5 worth 

2 fresh 6 thousand 
3 dropped 7 throw 

4 bat 

1 US 5 US 

2 Britain 6 Britain 
3 Britain 7 Britain 
4 US 


1 You have to pay the deposit for hiring the boat in hard cash. (British) 

2 Rhiannon and her sister have always fought like cats and dogs. (US) 

3 It was such a sad film / movie - | cried buckets. (US) 

4 There's a lot of donkey work to be done before we can open the new restaurant. (British) 
5 Having such perfect weather on holiday was the icing on the cake. (British) 

6 Having to stay late at work on a holiday weekend really took the cake. (US) 

7 What's happened? You look like the cat that ate the canary. (US) 


1 donkey work 
2 the icing / frosting on the cake 
3 fight like cat and dog / like cats and dogs 


Unit 8 


1 You have to be prepared to go the extra mile if you want to get promoted. 
2 Correct. 

3 This shampoo is great - it does exactly what it says on the tin. 

4 l'd never share an apartment with her - she'd be the flatmate from hell. 

5 Correct. 


1 Too much information 4 lm cool with that 
2 whatever floats your boat 5 Don'teven go there 
3 bigtime 6 Endof 
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8.3 


8.4 


9.1 


9.2 


9.3 


9.4 


10.1 


1 
2 
3 
4 


doesn't float my boat 
fall off the radar 

go the extra mile 

big time 


Possible answers: 


1 


2 
3 
4 


This doesn't make sense - it would be annoying or upsetting to live next door to the neighbours 
from hell. 

This doesn't make sense - being happy about something is the same as being cool with it. 

This makes sense, as loving the painter's work is the opposite of it not floating the speaker's boat. 
This doesn't make sense - nailing jelly to a wall means that something is hard to do; if someone is 
honest and open, then it is easy to see and understand their feelings and opinions. 


Unit 9 


co -10014» 0) N20 FS 
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My new dress fits like a glove. 

You'll need to run like the wind to catch the train. 
She's as thin as a rake. 

Ana always looks as fresh as a daisy. 

He drove off like a maniac. 

Her mouth felt as dry as a bone. 

Their son is as bright as a button. 

Her hair felt as smooth as silk. 


dust 4 abone 
crystal 5 mud 
thieves 


Tom and Rosa have been fighting like cat and dog recently. 

Amy went as red as a beetroot when Lasse commented on her new dress. 

When our teacher asks the class a difficult question, Hatsuki usually answers as quick as a flash. 
It was early Sunday morning, and the house was as silent as the grave. 

Emma was all over Jakob like a rash at the barbecue last week. 

All her sisters are as poor as church mice. (Notice how this simile is made plural to match the 
plural subject.) 

Caterina felt as fresh as a daisy after her shower. 

The students in my class are great - hardworking, punctual and keen as mustard. 


Yes, he had a face like thunder. 
Yes, he's as stubborn as a mule. 
Yes, he was driving like a maniac. 


4 Yes, l've been working like a dog. 
5 Yes, she's as keen as mustard. 


Unit 10 


black and blue 

neck and neck 

little by little 

bumper to bumper 

here, there and everywhere 

give or take (Notice that we also say give and take, but it has a different meaning: For a relationship to 


work, you need a lot of give and take. [compromise]) 


nook and cranny 

hit and miss (Hit or miss is also possible and has the same meaning.) 
neat and tidy 

wear and tear 
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10.2 


10.3 


10.4 


11.1 


11.2 


11.3 


11.4 


12.1 


12.2 


1 bumperto bumper 5 nookand cranny 
2 here, there and everywhere 6 neatand tidy 

3 wearand tear 7 neckand neck 

4 little by little 8 give or take 

1 ‘The hustle and bustle of market day: 

2 'He's a United supporter through and through: 

3 'Heads or tails? 

4 'Hertwo dogs are like chalk and cheese: 


1 People started to enter the room in dribs and drabs. 

2 Jack's commitment to work waxed and waned throughout the year. 

3 Have a few days' rest and you'll be out and about in no time. 

4 l'vetold him time after time (also time and time again) not to leave his car unlocked. 
5 The work required a lot of blood, sweat and tears, but it was worth it. 

6 The whole team's been at sixes and sevens since Kay resigned. 

7 | keep dropping things today - I'm all fingers and thumbs. 

8 My mum and | are like chalk and cheese, but we get on well. 

Unit 11 

le 4b 

2 d 5.C 

3 a 

1 It takes two to tango. 4 Every cloud has a silver lining. 

2 It never rains but it pours. 5 Rome wasn't built in a day. 

3 All’s fair in love and war. 6 Where there's a will, there's a way. 


1 We had no tent, so we made a shelter out of branches and leaves to protect ourselves from the 
storm. It was a case of necessity is the mother of invention. 

2 I'm doing three jobs at the moment to pay for my studies. Still, they say that variety is the spice of 
life! 

3 | went to the gym every day for three months and felt so much fitter. It was very hard work but no 
pain, no gain. 

4 | decided that bungee jumping was too dangerous and didn't go with my friends - better to be 
safe than sorry. 

5 We've got ten laptops at half-price. But hurry - it's first come, first served. 

6 Three big bills at the same time? It never rains but it pours! 


1 When we got there, they had given away all the free tickets. It was a case of first come, first served. 

2 Take your time and don't be impatient. Rome wasn't built in a day! 

3 It's a shame you missed your flight, but at least we can spend more time together. They do say 
every cloud has a silver lining. 

4 All my problems seem to come at the same time. It's true what they say: it never rains but it 
pours! 

5 It’s going to be a lot of hard work, but nothing ventured, nothing gained. 

6 They are both in the wrong. It takes two to tango. 


Unit 12 

1 the fat lady 4 fish 7 ahorse 
2 enough 5 bliss 8 itwill out 
3 the bright side 6 after the event 


1 B: No,I promise. Mum's the word. 
2 B: That's not fair! Give me a break! It's only the third time this week. 
3 B: Hmm. I'll believe it when | see it. 
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12.3 


13.1 


13.2 


13.3 


Get your skates on! We need to leave in five minutes. 
Not at all. Good riddance! 

Take it easy! Don't panic! I'll help you if you like. 

Just give her a break. It's only her second day here. 
So far, so good. But it's early days yet. 

| don't know but I’m sure we'll find out. Truth will out. 


(00-1004 
opw 


Give me a break! 

There are plenty more fish in the sea. 

So far, so good. 

It's not over until the fat lady sings. 

Truth will out. 

Mum's the word. Note that mum in this expression has nothing to do with mothers. It comes from 
an old word meaning ‘silent’. 


aAnBRWN FE 


Over to you Possible answers: 
Any friend of yours is a friend of mine: | like you, so | am sure | will like any friend of yours too. 


Beauty is only skin deep: People who are good-looking do not always have good characters. 
Money is the root of all evil: The reason people do illegal and immoral things is often money. 


A: Would it be all right if | bring my friend Jack to your birthday party? 
B: Of course. Any friend of yours is a friend of mine. 


A: l'm amazed that someone so beautiful can say and do such terrible things. 
B: Well, beauty is only skin deep, remember. 


A: | just can't understand why anyone would want to set fire to their own house. 
B: Well, money is the root of all evil. Perhaps they were hoping to claim on the insurance. 


Unit 13 


1 We don'treceive many complaints, so we just deal with them on an ad hoc basis. 

2 They are now the de facto government and will remain in power until the election results are 

finalised. 

This sentence in your essay is a non sequitur - it's not logically connected to your previous point. 

4 | could go on ad infinitum about the advantages of moving to the countryside. 

5 Whenever a new person takes over as manager, they disturb the status quo, at least to some 
extent. 

6 His lawyer claims he wasn't fully compos mentis when he admitted he was guilty. 


w 


There were no opportunities for discussion. The reform was presented as a fait accompli. 

All players must be au fait with the rules of the game. 

| can't come out tonight because | have to work late. Oh well, c'est la vie. 

Of course I love being a movie star, but | must say that awards ceremonies are my béte noire. 
So Dan has been arguing with his boss again. Plus ca change! 

A lot of the parents are not very happy about the new headmaster's laissez-faire attitude to 
behaviour. 


oC.» 0 NN m| 


False. A laissez-faire approach is relaxed. 

False. A de facto leader is a leader who has not been officially recognised as such. 
True. 

False. It is important not to include non sequiturs in your writing. 

True. 

False. If you are compos mentis, you are in control of your actions. 

False. A fait accompli is a completed action that cannot be changed. 

True. 


co -410»)U01 4» Q0 N2 F2 
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14.1 
14.2 


14.3 


14.4 


15.1 


15.2 


15.3 


15.4 


Over to you Possible answers: 
cream of the cream - the créme de la créme 


The expression is used to describe the very best examples of people or things; the cream sits on top 
of the milk. 


it does not follow - non sequitur 


The expression is used to refer to a statement which does not follow on logically from what was 
previously said. 


a done deed - a fait accompli 
If a deed is done, then it cannot be changed. Note that we do also use the expression a done deed. 


Unit 14 

la 2b 3a 4a 5b 6a 7b 8a 9b 

1 deck 3 in 5 high 7 storm 

2 wind 4 taken 6 board 8 weathering 
Tc 3e 5b 

2 T 4a 6 d 

1 | try to give the city centre a wide berth on Saturdays if | possibly can. 
2 Jaime's mother was taken aback by his decision to leave school. 

3 Amy's plans to buy a new car went by the board when she lost her job. 
4 Their relationship has been on the rocks for some months. 

5 Asim runs a tight ship. 

6 The cost of home insurance has risen in the wake of last summer's floods. 
7 We were left high and dry when the babysitter didn't turn up. 

8 | know it's been hard for you, but I’m sure you'll weather the storm. 
Unit 15 

1 warpath 3 arms 5 fighting 

2 bombshell 4 shell 6 beat 

shoot down in flames a battle of wills 

baptism of fire run the gauntlet 

a flash in the pan hang / hold fire 

1 hang / hold fire 4 run the gauntlet 

2 baptism of fire 5 shot down in flames 

3 aflash in the pan 6 a battle of wills 


When Ali graduated, he decided he didn’t want to join the ranks of commuters struggling to work 
every day. He wanted to set up his own online gift-ordering business so that he could work from 
home. He knew it was a risk but felt he would have at least a fighting chance of success. Initially, 
he and a college friend planned to start the business together. Ali had the idea and Igor, his friend, 
had the money to invest in the company. But then just weeks before the launch, Igor dropped a 
bombshell: he said he no longer wanted to be part of Ali's plans. Despite Ali's attempts to persuade 
him to hang / hold fire on his decision, Igor said he was no longer prepared to take the risk and was 
going to beat a retreat before it was too late. However, two weeks later Igor stole a march on Ali by 
launching his own online gift-ordering company. Ali was shell-shocked by this betrayal, but he soon 
came out fighting. He took Igor's behaviour as a call to arms and has persuaded a bank to lend him 
the money he needs. Ali's introduction to the business world has certainly been a baptism of fire, 
but I’m sure he will be really successful on his own. 
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16.1 


16.2 


16.3 


16.4 


17.1 


17.2 


Over to you 
Here are some typical examples of sentences using these idioms. 


The last thing he needed at the moment was an outraged husband on the warpath. 


It took a while for the true magnitude of his achievement to dawn on the crowd, shell-shocked as 
they were by the defeat of their hero. 


On 1 November they told us that normal Christmas arrangements would apply - that we would 
work for most of the holiday period - then they dropped this bombshell on 22 November and said we 
would be off for two weeks. 


Freshers were obliged to run a gauntlet of computer software, insurance and Student Railcard 
salesmen and a host of banks seeking their overdrafts, before reaching the union societies' billeted in 
the sports hall. 


Unit 16 

1 go off the rails 3 doaU-turn 

2 run out of steam 

1 life in the slow lane 4 run out of steam 

2 donea complete U-turn 5 go/move/ step up a gear 
3 gone off the rails 6 at/behind the wheel 


AuoBRWN Ee 
eo “ao "Im 
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È 2a 3C 4a 


Over to you Possible answers: 
Drive someone round the bend means to annoy or irritate someone: Be quiet! You’re driving me round 
the bend! 


A back-seat driver is a passenger in a car who keeps giving advice to the driver that the driver has 
not asked for. It also means someone trying to control what happens, even though it is not their 
responsibility: Even though we have a new director, the old one still seems to be a back-seat driver in 
the company. 


Step on it means to drive faster or to hurry up (informal). We can also say ‘step on the gas’, meaning put 
your foot on the accelerator in a car to make it go faster: Step on it! We have to be there in five minutes! 


Put the brakes on means to slow down or stop an activity: The government has put the brakes on 
airport expansion because of climate change. 


Give / get the green light means give / get permission for someone to do something or for something 
to happen: The architects have been given the green light to build a new bridge over the River Handa. 


Unit 17 


Yes, she thinks she's the cat's whiskers. 

Yes, it's a dog's life! 

No, I haven't got a cat in hell's chance. 

Yes, he has a real dog-in-the-manger attitude. (Notice the use of hyphens when the idiom is used 
as an adjective.) 


40) oH 


1 the elephant in the room 4 to sort (out) the sheep from the goats 
2 awolf in sheep's clothing 5 shedding crocodile tears 
3 straight from the horse's mouth 6 until the cows come home 
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17.3 
17.4 


18.1 


18.2 
18.3 


18.4 


19.1 


19.2 


1 


a 


4 


horse 2 leopard 3 cows 4 parrot 5 sheep, lamb 


Don't cry wolf or no one will help when you really need it. 

The minister sheds crocodile tears about homelessness, but does nothing about it. 

| hate our neighbours’ dog-in-the-manger attitude - they don't want the parking space but they 
won't let us have it. 

We can discuss it until the cows come home, but | won't change my mind. 


Over to you Possible answers: 

A snake in the grass: someone who pretends to be your friend but is really an enemy. 
A big fish in a small pond: an important person in a not very important place. 

To smell a rat: to suspect something. 


Unit 18 


1 


e AmB C) h2 
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| wonder what is really behind the president’s decision. I’m sure there's more to it than meets 

the eye. 

Melissa is head and shoulders above her brother when it comes to maths. 

I’m sure we can think of a good present for Jim if we put our heads together. 

Kasia really loves getting her teeth into a new project. 

You mustn't bury your head in the sand - problems don't go away if you ignore them. 

It was one in the eye for Liliana's brother when she passed her driving test first time - it had taken 
him five attempts. 


respect 2 to speak 3 starting 4 respect 5 less nice 


(D € go ZO. 


g 


ld give my right arm to go to Japan with you! 
After some teething troubles, the business began to do well. 
| find it very hard to get my tongue round some Welsh place names. 


4 | don’t know why they're pointing the finger at me - I'm not guilty. 

5 lm not very good at maths, but my brother has a good head for figures. 

6 | hope I'm not treading on your toes, but could | suggest you try a different approach? 

7 Paulo's speech at the wedding made my toes curl! 

8 | don’t see how you can keep your finger on the pulse if you never watch TV or listen to the radio. 
Unit 19 

1 play / keep your cards close to your chest 4 the dice are loaded against (someone) 

2 hold all the cards 5 dicing with death 

3 Monopoly money 6 play your ace / play your trump card 

1 | felt | was dicing with death riding at high speed on the back of his motorbike. 

2 | played / kept my cards close to my chest and didn't mention that | was going to resign soon. 

3 He'sso rich. He spends money as if it were Monopoly money. 

4 The barrister played his ace / played his trump card and revealed the final piece of evidence. 

5 | wanted a job in politics, but felt the dice were loaded against me as | had no personal contacts 


in the political world. 
Masa is so much more qualified and experienced than | am. He holds all the cards if we both 
apply for the same job. 
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19.3 
19.4 


20.1 


20.2 


20.3 


20.4 


lblvana 2cJung 3dGina 4a Joseph 


- 


Jin's in a very powerful position; he holds all the cards. 

The teacher has moved the goalposts so many times that none of the students knows what the 
rules are any more. 

Liam is very direct with people; he never pulls any punches. 

What? The headteacher changed the holiday from a whole day to a half day! Poor kids! It's just not 
cricket, is it? 

The two presidential candidates have played hardball recently and have made quite personal 
attacks on each other. 

Advertising on TV is not the same as it was 20 years ago; it's a whole new ball game now. 
Everyone felt punch-drunk after six hours of political debate. 

At 10 pm on the night of the election, the president threw in the sponge / towel and admitted he 
had lost. 


Unit 20 

1 aTrojan horse 3 the sword of Damocles 

2 Achilles' heel 4 Pandora's box 

1 New financial regulations are hanging over the banking industry like the sword of Damocles. 


Oo —-4 O) Oi 4» CO h2 


Bankers are extremely worried. 

One famous type of computer virus works like a Trojan horse. It attacks your computer from 
inside the system. 

He's a good worker in many ways, but planning is his Achilles’ heel. He's so disorganised. 

She opened a Pandora's box when she started investigating corruption in the building industry. 


Julia's parting shot as she walked out of the room was to say that she never wanted to see any of 
us ever again. 

The police left no stone unturned in trying to trace the missing child. 

Piero fell on his sword and accepted full responsibility for the disaster. 

She really has the Midas touch - everything she does is hugely successful. 

It was a task of epic proportions, but everyone tried their hardest to succeed. 

We should continue to work hard and not rest on our laurels. 

If we are faced with a violent attack, we should just turn the other cheek and not react. 

Doing nothing at this stage would be like fiddling while Rome burns. 
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21.1 


21.2 
21.3 


21.4 


22.1 


22.2 


22.3 


22.4 


22.5 


Unit 21 


-oUc» 0h Hn 
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The film is about two star-crossed lovers and their relationship. 

Max and his friends ate me out of house and home. 

Harry's driving made my hair stand on end, but we arrived safely. 

He set off on a wild-goose chase to find the buried treasure he'd read about. 
Masha prepared a delicious meal in the twinkling of an eye. 

The green-eyed monster is responsible for many crimes of passion. 

The reviewer didn't praise the play subtly - he laid it on with a trowel. 


true, smooth 2 end 3 house 4 eye 5 swoop 


make your hair stand on end 
a wild-goose chase 

lay it on with a trowel 

the green-eyed monster 


The bank robbers left the country after they had cleverly managed to send the police off on a wild- 
goose chase. 

The ghost story David told made my hair stand on end. 

Maya and Harry's relationship was destroyed by the green-eyed monster. 

Simply tell your daughter that you like her work. There's no need to lay it on with a trowel. 


Over to you 
pound of flesh: something owed but which it is unreasonable to demand, e.g. People accuse the 
taxman of always making sure he gets his pound of flesh. 


send someone packing: ask someone to leave at once, e.g. / can't face any visitors, so if anyone comes 
to the door, just send them packing. 


Unit 22 

1 Man Friday 3 Prince Charming 5 Aladdin 

2 Hyde 4 Big Brother 

1 Mysister's getting married next week. I’m so happy she's found her Prince Charming. 

2 The Internet service providers know exactly which websites we visit - Big Brother is watching us 
all the time. 

3 My life is totally chaotic. | need a Man Friday / Girl Friday to help me with everything. 

4 The old cupboard was an Aladdin’s cave of valuable objects. 

5 Roberto is a real Jekyll and Hyde character. You can never predict how he's going to behave. 

1 Don't worry, it's just a storm in a teacup. 

2 He wants to borrow a lot of money to go travelling, but paying it back could become an albatross 
around his neck. 

3 Why are you just getting a new fridge and cooker? Why not go the whole hog and get a new 
kitchen? 

4 He'salways got some new money-making plan or scheme, but most of the time they're just 
castles in the air. 

5 Imet him ten years ago and then saw him again last year. We seem to be like ships that pass in 
the night. 

1d 

2a 

3€ 

4 b 

1 castles in the air 3 ships that pass in the night 

2 storm in a teacup 4 ivory tower 
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23.1 


23.2 


23.3 


23.4 


24.1 


24.2 


24.3 
24.4 


l € 

2. f 

3 d 

4 a 

5b 

6e 

1 Alain was always eating sweet things, but after the dentist gave him several fillings, | think he's 
learnt his lesson. 

2 Florence seems to be burning the candle at both ends at the moment - going to parties every 
night and then getting up early to study. 

3 Dev started telling the IT manager how to set up a spreadsheet. Talk about teaching your 
grandmother to suck eggs! 

4 | keep forgetting that | can use online banking to pay my bills. You can't teach an old dog new 
tricks, | suppose. 

5 Frida has set her sights on becoming CEO, and after her latest promotion, she's well on the way. 

6 After his rude behaviour, Oli's mother decided to teach him a lesson and didn't let him play with 
his friends. 

1 Ralf 

2 Rajesh 

3 Imogen 

4 Hailey 

5 Tom 

6 Meredith 

1 No. If your work comes on in leaps and bounds, you are making progress. 

2 No. If something sticks in your mind, you remember it. 

3 Yes. 

4 Yes. 

5 No. If something goes in one ear and out the other, you forget it very quickly. 

6 No. If you work round the clock, you are working all the time, so you will be tired. 

Unit 24 

1 Clara 

2 Rob 

3 Matthew 

4 Julian 

1 | try my best to do my job well, but sometimes | feel as if I’m just a cog in the machine. 

2 | don’t want to throw a spanner in the works, but | think you should apply for official 
permission first. 

3 | worry sometimes that we're just reinventing the wheel in our research. 

4 lm afraid | couldn't print the document; our printer is on the blink. 

5 There was a power failure and everything went haywire. 

6 She should be able to write a simple text message. | mean, it's not rocket science, is it? 

7 | think we're light years away from finding a cure for this terrible disease. 

8 Why change the system? If it ain't broke, don't fix it! 

lb 2€ 3a 4c 


T 
2 
3 
4 


My school was new. We had all kinds of cutting-edge technology. 

Suddenly, everything went haywire, and there was complete chaos. 

She felt she was just a cog in the machine and that no one ever noticed her. 
The city council set the wheels in motion for the construction of the new park. 
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25.1 


25.2 


25.3 


25.4 


26.1 


26.2 


26.3 


Unit 25 


MNAOBWNRF ANOAHRWN FE 


[om 


Ay O Soa) ^^ Sa & 


an armchair critic 

waiting in the wings 

have your name in lights 

do a hatchet job on something 
rolling in the aisles 

keep you on the edge of your seat 


Possible answers: 


co -10»01 4» CQ) N20 F5 


support / admire 3 stage in a theatre 5 Shy/Unconfident 
reassure / calm 4 Alot of / Lots of 


Richard is a leading light in the local tennis club. 

The teacher picked holes in my essay. 

Don't worry about your presentation. It'll be all right on the night. 

The dog stole the show. 

She spent years treading the boards before getting a part in a TV soap. 

The new manager is good at playing to the gallery. 

The book was very heavy going. 

| can't believe that the Sunday News critic described such a boring novel as a page-turner. 


Unit 26 
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Ana is the spitting image of her mother - she looks just like her. 

How could you harm your brother? He's your own flesh and blood. 

She was born in 1986. In 1983, she was just a twinkle in her father's eye. 

All her nearest and dearest gathered round her for a family photo on her 90th birthday. 
l'd hate the sort of family where everybody lives in each other's pockets. 

He's 42 and still living with his parents. Most people fly the nest a lot earlier. 

All of her sisters are really musical too. It must run in the family. 

Max is as generous as his dad. He's a chip off the old block. 


Chelsea 
Zenab 
Lidia 
Connor 
Ashley 
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26.4 


27.1 
27.2 


27.3 


27.4 


28.1 


28.2 
28.3 


29.1 


29.2 


29.3 


If he has the ear of the boss, we should let him represent us. 

Joanna was a tower (or pillar) of strength when | was going through a bad time. 
Amina has invited an old flame of hers to the party on Saturday. 

My friend Ali has stood by me through thick and thin. 

He was footloose and fancy-free until he was 25; then he got married. 

Raisa and | go back a long way. 


o0U014 €) hN FE 


Unit 27 


m 


up 2 parts 3 kids 4 strings 5 mine 


Concentrate on your homework and stop playing the fool! 

| hope Joe doesn't come to the party - he’s such a wet blanket. 

| suppose that everyone ultimately has to look out for number one. 

Kate volunteers for all the jobs that no one else will do - she's a real glutton for punishment. 
| always said she was a loose cannon, so I'm not surprised she's causing trouble. 

The newspapers are claiming that the prince is a love rat. 

Be extra kind and calm with Jarek - he's very highly strung. 

Everyone admires the young entrepreneur for his get-up and go. 


co -10)01 4» C0 N20 FA 


m. 


a wet blanket 3 have (plenty of) strings to your bow 
a man of many parts 4 awhizz kid 


N 


I’m really scared about meeting them. I'm sure they'll eat me for breakfast. 

| don't want to be a wet blanket, but please can you turn the music down? It's too loud. 

Some say that to succeed in business, you need to look out for number one. 

There always seems to be a child in every class who plays the fool to make the other pupils laugh. 
Martina would be easier to live with if she weren't so highly strung. 

Some see him as a loose cannon, but this is unfair. 


o0.» 0 hN FE 


Unit 28 

1 counter 4 fiddle, wool, eyes 
2 liningtheir, pockets 5 taking, ride 

3 job 


yf 2e 3 c 4h 5g 6 d 7a 8i 9 b 


1 True. 3 True. 
2 False. They themselves run away, 4 False. They spend time in prison. 
usually from trouble. 


Unit 29 
1 atthe top of the ladder 3 asleeping / silent partner 
2 agolden handshake 4 afoot in the door 


1 She founded the company, but she’s not very active in it now. She’s just a sleeping / silent 
partner. 

2 He desperately wanted to work in the film industry, so he got a job carrying camera equipment to 
get a foot in the door. 

3 When he retired, the company gave him a golden handshake. 

It took him years to become chief executive, but he’s at the top of the ladder now. 


A 


No. If you have a good track record, you have a history of success, not failure. 
No. A cushy number is a very easy job. 

Yes. 

ves. 
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30.1 
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30.3 


30.4 


31.1 


31.2 


31.3 
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No. If you are doing a roaring trade, you are selling lots of goods. 

No. If a company goes belly up, it has failed and usually closes. 

No. If a company corners the market, they are very successful and do not have any serious 
competitors. 

Yes. 


1 Ournew online business is going great guns. 

2 Some airlines are in danger of going to the wall. 

3 That new farmers' market seems to be doing a roaring trade. 

4 Mr Olsen decided to shut up shop and retire to the coast. 

5 Another insurance company went bust last week. 

6 Sherealised she had hit a glass ceiling at work. 

Unit 30 

1 saddled with debt 3 bigfish in a small pond 

2 throw someone a lifeline 4 cloud on the horizon 

1 rein in spending (riders use reins to guide the horse and control its speed) 

2 soar sky-high and take a nosedive 

3 birds soar sky-high and a plane can take a nosedive 

4 receive a windfall (the image is that of a strong wind blowing fruit off the trees unexpectedly early) 
5 aballpark figure (the idiom comes from baseball) 

6 the bottom drops / falls out of the market (the image is of the bottom coming off a box, thus 


m 


spilling all its contents) 


The speaker said he was concerned about the way in which young people worship at the altar of 
instant gratification. 


2 Correct. 

3 Receiving a sizeable windfall from one of our investments allowed us to extend our premises. 
4 Changes in the company’s structure will take place across the board. 

5 Jackson was under no illusions about how long it would take his business to get established. 
6 Correct. 

7 It’s time we considered how we can take our business to the next level. 

8 The senior staff all fell into line with the new CEO's demands. 

1 f 

2g 

3a 

4h 

5b 

6 d 

C 

8 e 

Unit 31 

1 The speaker wants to know when Sandra will be free, e.g. to meet. 

2 The speaker is suggesting that they make contact with each other, or meet. 

3 Because it uses several words (‘at this moment in time’) where one (‘now’) would do equally well. 
4 Yes, it does. 

1 have a window 3 push the envelope 

2 the gloves are off 4 blue-sky thinking 

1 suck 3 box 5 dog 7 rock 

2 fact 4 off 6 up 8 envelope 
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31.4 


32.1 


32.2 


32.3 


32.4 


33.1 


Do you have any points that you would like to bring to the table today? 

We need to prove that our products are at the cutting edge if we are to stay competitive. 

They've been working 24/7 to complete the project. 

The fact of the matter is that our previous advertising campaign was not as successful as we had 
hoped. 

5 | have a window on Thursday afternoon if that suits you. 

6 They chose Mark for the job because he ticked all the boxes. 


AUNE 


Unit 32 


1 Working as a security guard is money for old rope, unless someone actually tries to break in. 
2 He went from rags to riches, but he was always afraid he’d end up poor again. 
3 Alot of students find it difficult to make ends meet and end up borrowing money from the bank 
or from their parents. 
When I was a student, | was always strapped for cash, so | had to get part-time jobs. 
He's completely immoral about financial matters. He would sell his own grandmother. 
He sued the newspaper for libel, won his case and took them to the cleaners. 
They set up a social networking website. It was an instant success, and now they're laughing all 
the way to the bank. 
8 Why do I work so hard and such long hours? Well, someone has to bring home the bacon! 
9 Jessie paid me for that job | did last week, so I’m quids in. We can have a nice meal out tonight! 
10 | bought a new guitar at the weekend. It was going for a song at only £80. 


NOOSA 


1 Inthe current financial crisis, people are finding it harder to make ends meet. 

2 I’m tired of living on a shoestring. | need to earn more money. 

3 You should buy that old house - it’s going for a song. 

4 Spending money on ready-made meals is just throwing money down the drain. 

5 Did you know he took his girlfriend to the Caribbean for a luxury holiday? He must be absolutely 
rolling in it. 

6 We had lunch in a cheap and cheerful restaurant. 

7 |know you love that dress, but it's so expensive. There's no point in paying over the odds for it - 
it's just not worth it. 

8 Why don't you buy her a bunch of flowers? It won't break the bank. 

9 Rachel is the main breadwinner in our family. 

10 | wish we had more money. | hate being so penny-pinching all the time. 


1 The prize is a no-expense-spared weekend in a London hotel or The prize is a weekend in a 
London hotel, no-expense-spared. 

Ivana is always going shopping. She must have money to burn. 

Kim has never had much money. She has always had to scrimp and save. 

If you like children, babysitting is money for old rope. 

Everyone has to go to work in order to bring home the bacon. 

You sold the car for £200 more than you paid for it, so you're quids in. 

(When it comes to making money), Rosie would sell her own grandmother. 

| don't make much money, so | find it almost impossible to make ends meet. 
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Answers from the author who wrote this unit 
1 avery expensive violin 

2 electronic gadgets 

3 Yes, a meal in a London restaurant 

4 Yes, a second-hand bicycle 


Unit 33 
self-made man grass roots 
second-class citizen silent majority 


chattering classes 
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33.3 


33.4 


33.5 


33.6 


34.1 


34.2 


34.3 
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Politicians often lose touch with the grass roots and become isolated from the public. 

It's time the silent majority was heard, instead of the more vocal and aggressive minority. 

My father was a self-made man. He came from a poor background and worked his way up until he 
became quite rich. 

I’m sick of listening to the opinions of the chattering classes. What about the opinions of ordinary 
people? 

If you are poor, you may sometimes think you are a second-class citizen in terms of access to 
university. 


Possible answers: 


1 
2 
3 
4 


Il 
2 


Probably a bit nervous and apprehensive. 

Big cars which use an excessive amount of fuel and damage the environment. 
Celebrities, politicians, sports people, etc. 

Elderly people. 


False. They have very little influence or power in society. 
False. The gravy train refers to ways of making money quickly, easily and often dishonestly, usually 
through your position in society. 


3 False. It means educated people who enjoy discussing social, political and cultural issues. 
4 True. 

5 False. They win by a very large number of votes or a very large majority. 

1 eye 3 block 5 Big 

2 gravy 4 grey, strings 6 enemy 

1 Although Ollie receives all the media attention, his mother is the power behind the throne. 
2 Inthe election, the Green candidate won by a landslide. 

3 Everyone suspects that the elections were rigged. 

4 Markis a self-made man. 

5 Journalists need to establish good contacts with the movers and shakers. 

Unit 34 

1 d 

2h 

3 f 

^g 

5a 

6 b 

T X 

8e 


When Sam first went travelling, he missed his creature comforts, like hot water and a soft bed. 
However, he loved being able to go out on the town at night with new friends in different countries. 


He 


had such an exciting time that he was usually too busy to eat a square meal, and so he just ate on 


the hoof from street markets. Sam is now back at work but is planning his next trip. 
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It’s really busy! | don't know whether I’m coming or going! 

Well, | was at first, but now I’m fed up. They've outstayed their welcome. 
Yes, let's go out on the town together. 

It's OK. It's on the house. 

| was hoping to, but I’m afraid I’m going to have to give it a miss. 

Sorry. I’m too busy at work. I'll just have to have a sandwich on the hoof. 
Not really, we just pass the time of day sometimes. 

He's just trying to take each day as it comes. 

Oh, nothing in particular. I’m just having a bad hair day. 

Yes, he eats like a horse! 
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35.1 


35.2 


35.3 


35.4 


35.5 


36.1 


36.2 


36.3 


Unit 35 


1 
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The company's new line of sportswear has been incredibly popular, and they've made a lot of 
money. They really hit the jackpot this time. 

The end-of-term party really went with a swing. Everyone enjoyed themselves. 

That apple pie you made went down a treat with our dinner guests. 

We were freezing, so she gave us some hot chocolate to drink - it really hit the spot. 

Everyone was in a happy mood and entered into the spirit of the fancy-dress ball. 

His lecture hit exactly the right note. Everyone enjoyed it and said it was very informative too. 


stars in her eyes 3 music to my ears 
full of the joys of spring 4 beonahigh 


After winning the race, | was on a high for the rest of the day. 

The decision to cancel the rugby match was music to my ears. | hadn't been looking forward to it 
at all. 

Meeting the president was a dream come true. 

Shona was full of the joys of spring this morning. Something good must have happened. 

George has got stars in his eyes - he's joined a rock band and given up his job. 


Sam Bagg's new album blew my mind. 

My sister is such a happy-go-lucky person. / My sister is so happy-go-lucky. 

Iris is full of the joys of spring today! 

He's as happy as Larry in his new job. 

This new series of adventure novels strikes (exactly) the right note for a teenage audience. 


The music festival went with a swing, and a lot of money was raised for charity. 

The song we wrote for the end-of-course party went down a treat with all the teachers. 

My cousin's got stars in her eyes ever since her music teacher told her she could be famous 
one day. 

Edward is such a happy-go-lucky person; he never worries about anything. 


Over to you Possible answers: 
You can play football to your heart's content when the exams are over, but now you must study! 
[do something pleasant for as long as you want to] 


It’s not a luxury hotel; it’s cheap and cheerful. [cheap, but pleasant and attractive] 
| was over the moon when I heard the news! [very happy indeed] 


Unit 36 


Dad almost burst a blood vessel when | told him l'd driven into his car. 
Lucy felt all hot and bothered after having to push her way onto the train. 
Dave saw red when he heard the boy speak so rudely to Maddie. 

You're in a bad temper today. What's rattled your cage? 

What Lily said to her mother really made my blood boil. 

It really gets my goat when you say such stupid things! 


I’m a bundle of nerves. 

| feel down in the dumps today. 

| have a sinking feeling about this exam. 

I’m running out of patience with that incompetent company. 
The argument | had with my best friend has knocked me for six. 
Wild horses couldn’t make me apologise to Nick. 


e 3g 5h 7T d 
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37.1 


37.2 


37.3 


37.4 


38.1 
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Selfish behaviour makes my blood boil. 

The film's sad ending reduced Jess to tears. 

Cruelty to animals makes me see red. 

I am running out of patience with James. 

My brother's laziness gets my goat. 

I (could have) kicked myself for missing the train. 

What's rattled Paul's cage? 

I shouldn't let him make me so hot and bothered. 

Long walks in the countryside are not my bag. 

Your father will burst a blood vessel if you say you're dropping out of university. 


Possible answers: 
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That TV programme about child poverty reduced me to tears. 

| wouldn't give that politician's opinions house room. 

Amos's arrogance gets my goat. 

| was a bundle of nerves when | was waiting for my exam results. 
| could have kicked myself when | let your secret slip. 

Watching cricket is not my bag. 

Wild horses couldn't make me sing in public. 

My friend's accident knocked me for six. 


Unit 37 


1 
2 


AWUN 
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ball 3 pig's 5 plot 
light 4 nightmare 


pull the rug from under (my feet) 
can't see the wood for the trees 
a slap in the face 

sweep it under the carpet 


TA "ys; 10.0.0; 
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| agree. We're in over our heads. 

| know, it's really put her nose out of joint. 

Yes, there's no point trying to sweep it under the carpet. 
You're right, | think he's lost / losing his touch. 

Good idea. At the moment we can't see the wood for the trees. 
Me too. | feel like I’m losing the plot! 

You're right. You can't take your eye off the ball. 

Yes, he's in a tight corner / spot. 


Unit 38 
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water under the bridge 

bone of contention 

let sleeping dogs lie 

to hold out an olive branch 

to put your foot down 

to put the cat amongst the pigeons 


English Idioms in Use Advanced 


145 


146 
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38.3 
38.4 


39.1 


39.2 


39.3 


39.4 


39.5 


1 My mum was pretty easy-going about mess, but | remember she put her foot down and said no 
when we wanted to fill the bath with mud! 

2 We'dalready agreed the schedule when the board asked us to bring the dates forward and that 
put the cat amongst the pigeons. 

3 We hada lot of disagreements when we were at school together, but I'm hoping that’s all water 
under the bridge. 

4 The packaging for the new shower gel is a real bone of contention between the marketing 
department and the production team. They both want completely different designs. 

5 He was really difficult to work with for the first few weeks, but then he offered to get me a coffee 
the other day, which I think was his way of holding out an olive branch. 

6 I’ve had a lot of arguments with my father about what he said to me. He's not going to apologise, 
so I'm just going to let sleeping dogs lie. 

lc 2a 3 b 4a 5 b 6 a 

1 Sylvia is very difficult to work with. She always argues the toss. 

2 Although the negotiations were difficult, we managed to find some common ground in terms of 
product development. 

3 When I told my dad | was thinking of dropping out of university, he put his foot down. 

4 Agroup of ministers refused to toe/tow the line and voted against the latest tax bill. 

5 Somebody should really put Rashid in his place. He can't keep telling everyone what to do. 

6 After our disagreement, | wanted to let bygones be bygones, but Emma still seemed very angry 
with me. 

Unit 39 

1 False. The mayor is going through a difficult period. 

2 True. 

3 False. It was made at the last minute. 

4 True. 

5 True. 

6 False. ‘Marathon’ means that they were long. 

1 in 3 under, of 5 out 

2 in 4 into 

1 The forest fires resulted in some entire villages being engulfed in flames. 

2 Therobbers got into the house under cover of darkness. 

3 It will not be easy for the two sides to hammer out an agreement. 

4 The reasons for the bank manager's disappearance are still shrouded in mystery. 

5 The power cuts plunged the whole area into chaos. 

1 big 4 uneasy 7 last-ditch 

2 mounting 5 for 8 war-torn 

3 bloody 6 blood 

Possible answers: 

1 something totally covered by fire or water 

2 something going down very fast, often into water 

3 something totally covered - a shroud is the cloth that traditionally covers a dead body 

4 a battle (The last ditch is the last part of an army's defences, i.e. the last point at which it can 
avoid defeat.) 

5 something being saved in the last few moments before disaster strikes (at 12 o'clock) 

6 acountry divided into pieces by war. 


They are all dramatic images, which is why journalists like them. 


English Idioms in Use Advanced 


40.1 
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40.3 
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41.1 


41.2 


41.3 


41.4 


Unit 40 


1 world of, between 4 wildest dreams 
2 ofitstime 5 packs, punch 

3 hands down 6 the mark 

1 Yes, there was a world of difference between them. 

2 Yes, it did us the world of good. 

3 Yes, he certainly lives life to the full. 

4 Yes, it certainly packs a punch. 

5 Yes, it must be hard to stand out from the crowd these days. 

6 Yes, it's taken years off her. | think | might have one done myself! 
1 b)in chess, the players make moves 

2 a)you use a watch to tell the time 

3 c) washing powder makes clothes clean 

1b 

2c 

3 d 

4e 

5a 

Unit 41 

1 least 3 foremost 5 on 
2 on 4 by 6 analysis 
Possible answers: 


1 Onno account should we forget the history behind this conflict. 

2 Inthe final analysis, doctors must trust their own judgement. 

3 Ican see both arguments, but on balance | am in favour of extending the school-leaving age. 

4 First and foremost, we must give a definition of family law before we can apply it to the case in 
question. 

Last but not least, let us consider the role of the media in this debate. 

6 By and large, the writer uses traditional poetic style. 


on 


Liberal right-wing policies sound like a contradiction in terms. 

In the main, | approve of the government's approach. 

The reform opens the door to an eventual solution of the problem. 

Once the papers are signed, this legal process is set in motion. 

As a matter of course, large companies outperform smaller companies. This is only to be expected. 
People who fail at school often succeed in later life. Einstein is a case in point. 

The research points the way to a future cure for the disease. 

Saying that boys achieve less at school does not give the whole picture. 

Advocating equal opportunity for all begs the question of how this can be achieved. 

On the one hand, international law exists to protect people from the power of states. On the 
other hand, it can also restrict states from exercising their power to protect the interests of their 
own people. 
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1 The new building stands out like a sore thumb. 

2 An interesting painting caught my eye. 

3 It's hard to keep up with government policy, as it seems to chop and change all the time. 
4 Business success often goes hand in hand with good working conditions. 
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42.2 


42.3 


42.4 


43.1 


43.2 


43.3 


Unit 42 


1 putyour shoulder to the wheel 3 turn over a new leaf 
2 reach for the stars 4 put your money where your mouth is 


1 The club needs money desperately. Charlie says he wants to help, so he should put his money 
where his mouth is. 

| know you don’t want to tell her the bad news, but you have to bite the bullet. 

Come on, work harder! You have to put your shoulder to the wheel! 

The teacher told his students to be ambitious and to reach for the stars. 

You need to stop lying and be honest. It’s time to turn over a new leaf. 


UAWN 


1 twice 3 trim 5 out 
2 the apple cart 4 tempt 6 the changes 


Possible answers: 

1 | think you've bitten off more than you can chew. / Don't bite off more than you can chew. 

2 | don’t think it's a good idea to stick your neck out. / You shouldn't stick your neck out like that. 
3 I'm sorry, | can't help. | think you'll just have to tough it out. 

4 Ithink you're (skating) on thin ice, criticising her so strongly. 


Over to you Look up these idioms in a good dictionary or at Cambridge Dictionaries Online if you do 
not know their meanings. 

Examples of idioms with shoulder: 

a shoulder to cry on 

have a chip on your shoulder 

shoulder to shoulder 

give someone the cold shoulder 


Examples of idioms with neck: 
breathe down someone's neck 

be a pain in the neck 

be up to your neck in something 
have the brass neck to do something 


Unit 43 

1 go 4 split 7 stake 
2 drop 5 put 8 clanger 
3 chair 6 between 


1 from the word go; at first glance 

2 nearly fell off my chair; a bolt from the blue; a real turn-up for the books 
3 for good measure; into the bargain; to say nothing of 

4 when all’s said and done 

5 alotat stake; more by luck than judgement 


mn 


There's a lot to be said for working in an open-plan office. 

For a split second, | believed Tom when he said he was moving to Australia; then | realised he was 
joking. 

At first glance, the project seemed quite simple. 

He passed his driving test first time, but I'd say it was more by luck than judgement. 

Between you and me, | think Abbie and Mike may be going out together. 

Their decision to marry was a real bolt from the blue. 

It was, to say the least / to put it mildly, a risky thing to do. 

Both the brothers are very clever, to say nothing of their brilliant sister. 


N 
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44.2 


44.3 


44.4 


45.1 


45.2 


45.3 


The party was fantastic - delicious food, a great band and all my favourite people there for good 
measure. 

She's pretty, clever and nice into the bargain. 

When all's said and done, | think you made the right decision. 

No one thought the film would be a success, so it was a real turn-up for the books when it won 
three Oscars. 


5 |feel very nervous about this exam; there is a lot at stake. 
6 | didn’t understand what he meant at first, but then the penny dropped. 
7 We got on really well from the word go. 

8 | think you were rather rude to her, to put it mildly. 

Unit 44 

1 Well, that's all we need! 

2 Huh!Fat chance! 

3 Felix? Ha-ha! Give me a break! 

4 You may well ask! 

5 Good riddance (to bad rubbish)! | could never stand her. 
6 Well, same difference. 

7 You're right. There's no time like the present. 

8 Nice work if you can get it. 


Mon 


Nr A w 


False. It means you don’t understand what they mean or who / what they are referring to. 
False. It is something you say to someone who has a boring life or does boring things; it means 
they should do more exciting things. 

True. 

False. It means you would love to have the same job if it were possible. 


They may be enjoying themselves now, but in the long run it will all end in tears. 
It says here in the paper that children prefer playing computer games alone to playing with their 
friends. What is the world coming to! 


3 | think Tara is unreliable and a liar. | wouldn't trust her as far as I could throw her. 
4 So Annika has been lying about how much money she makes? | thought as much. 
5 Thenew manager may make a difference to the company, or he may fail. Only time will tell. 
6 We should act now and not delay. There's no time like the present. 

le 

2 € 

3f 

4a 

5 b 

6 d 

Unit 45 

1 You took the words right out of my mouth. 

2 Yes,that's about the size of it! 

3 Tell me about it! 

4 | think most of us are of the same mind about that. 

5 Well, in the end | thought, ‘If you can't beat 'em, join em. 

1 waters 4 hairs 7 differ 

2 tree 5 mouth 8 minds 

3 hymn sheet 6 discord 

1 wrong 3 torn 5 odds 

2 lone 4 like 6 message 
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45.4 


45.5 


46.1 


46.2 


46.3 


46.4 


47.1 
47.2 


47.3 


I 
2 
3 


There's a world of difference between being poor and not having as much money as you'd like. 
| am at odds with everyone else in my family about where we should go on holiday. 
Please do all you can to pour oil on troubled waters. | hate it when people argue. 


4 The politician was sacked for not being on message. 

Possible answers: 

1 | beg to differ. 4 You’re not wrong. 

2 l'min two minds about that. 5 Tell me about it. 

3 I’mtorn over that. 

Unit 46 

le 

2 d 

3f 

4c 

5 a 

6 b 

1 a paper tiger 3 win your spurs 

2 built on sand 4 onaroll 

1 The chef’s new recipes went down a storm with the clientele. 

2 My ideas for restructuring the company went down like a lead balloon. 

3 The new prime minister is riding high at the moment. 

4 I'm quite worried about starting my new job. I'm afraid | won't be able to cut the mustard. 
5 lve been studying hard all year, so | hope | will be ahead of the game when it comes to taking my 


exams. 


6 Poor Carl has been hit by a double whammy - losing his job and having a flood in his house. 
1 lead 3 storm 5 on 

2 trumps 4 recipe 

Unit 47 

lie 2d 3a 4e 5b 
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My old auntie Lily is fighting fit, even though she had an operation two months ago. 

She’s filthy rich: she owns a private jet and a massive yacht. 

A man jumped into the fountain stark naked and was arrested by the police. 

The new government had a squeaky-clean image until the recent scandal broke. 

Erica has a razor-sharp mind and is the most intelligent person | know. 

My feet and hands were stone cold, so | sat in front of the fire, had a bowl of piping hot soup and 
soon felt better. 

| overcooked the meat, and it was bone dry. 

We can’t put the tent up here. The ground’s rock hard. 


Things have hit rock bottom between my parents and their neighbours; they don’t speak to each 
other any more. 

| couldn't sleep on that mattress - it was rock hard. 

This vase is bone dry and the poor old flowers are dying! 

It is crystal clear to me that she is trying to deceive us all. 

They've spent a small fortune on furniture for their new house. 

Police report that more crimes are taking place in broad daylight. 
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49.1 
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2 
3 
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filthy rich 

full stop 

a) a mere pittance b) a small fortune 
in broad daylight 


Unit 48 
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play cat and mouse 
play gooseberry 
play second fiddle 


We want the directors to agree to our proposals, so we need to discuss our game plan. 
OK, kids - the game's up. | know where you've been hiding my glasses! 


Martha has decided to apply to be the shop manager. She's been an assistant manager for five 


years and is tired of playing second fiddle. 
When you're looking for a new flat, location is the name of the game. 


| went to the cinema with Elena and her new boyfriend, but it was horrible playing gooseberry. 


| think that doctors sometimes go too far in their attempts to play God. 
We're still not ready to decide, so we need to play for time and not sign the contract yet. 


| know, | know. Just play the game for now. There's nothing we can do about it. 
Maybe he's just playing it cool. 

Yes, he's promised not to play dirty. 

No, much better to play it safe. 

Yes, it's definitely time we raised our game. 


I’m fed up with him playing me for a fool. 

When people ask how the interview went, just play it cool. 

I think he behaves dishonestly because he enjoys playing games with people. 
Some businesses play dirty just to make more money. 


Unit 49 


1 
2 


1 
2 
3 
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baked 3 eye 5 measures 
meet 4 mind 6 know 


Amy was doing a crossword and listening to the radio with half an ear. 

Given half a chance, I'd leave my job and stay at home with the children. 

We had a really good plan, but Sophie pointed out all the things that were wrong with it. 
| find her just too clever by half. 

Writers say that coming up with a good idea for a novel is half the battle. 


I’ve a good mind to write a letter of complaint to your manager. Or I’ve half a mind to write ... 


I’m a perfectionist. | have no time for half-measures. 
| know it's hard to compromise but you should try to meet him halfway. 
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152 


49.3 


49.4 


50.1 


50.2 


50.3 


50.4 


51.1 


51.2 
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He's too clever by half in my opinion! 

Not half! 

Given half a chance, I'd leave tomorrow, lottery or no lottery! 
It isn't half hot in here! 

Yes, it was a meal and a half, wasn't it? 

No, he doesn't know the half of it. 

Yes, lm sure that’s half the battle. 


It isn't half noisy here - shall we go somewhere quieter? 

Having a clear structure and plan for your essay is half the battle. 

It'll be to management's advantage to meet the union halfway. 

There was a lot of bad behaviour on the school trip, but the teachers didn't know the half of it. 
Well, that was certainly a walk and a half! 


Unit 50 


Lois told our boss that | left work early yesterday, so | told the boss that she's looking for a new 
job. Two can play at that game. 

The director and department head are both very arrogant. They're two of a kind. 

You hate meetings and | hate meetings, so that makes two of us. 

When a couple breaks up, it is hardly ever the fault of just one person. It takes two to tango. 

Lily, can you help me with this? Two heads are better than one. 

I’m not going to the restaurant with Matt and Emily. | can see they want to be alone. Two's 
company, three's a crowd. 


Adam 
Tony 
Amy 
Lotta 


two sides of the same coin 3 ittakes two to tango 
like two peas in a pod 4 two heads are better than one / that makes 
two of us 


Richard knows a thing or two about finance. 

Losing the race brought him down a peg or two. 

A lot of kids nowadays put / stick two fingers up at the police and do what they want. 

Political power cuts two / both ways: it enables people to change things, but it tempts them to 
become corrupt too. 


5 Einstein saw time and space as two sides of the same coin. 

6 Satnav systems in cars are two a penny these days. 

Unit 51 

1 clear 4 for 7 told 

2 smiles 5 hours 8 over 

3 go 6 good 

1 The office never stops. It's all systems go from 8 am to 6 pm. 

2 There were 18 of us for dinner, all told. 

3 Don't be in such a hurry to pass your driving test. All in good time! 

4 My sister isn't interested in what I’m doing. | could be homeless for all she cares. 
5 Stefan went out to celebrate getting the all-clear from his doctor. 

6 Some parents allow their children to come home at all hours of the day and night. 
7 My brother's really forgetful, so I’m not surprised he forgot your birthday. That's him 


all over! 
My dad was really grumpy this morning, but he's all smiles now. 
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51.3 


51.4 


51.5 


52.1 


52.2 


52.3 


52.4 


53.1 


53.2 


ONARA 0 hh TP 
Qt o7go-^3O0 


1 all-singing, all-dancing 4 allthings to all people 
2 tocapit all 5 an all-time low 
3 inall but name 6 alltold 


I’m training to be a vet, and I’ve got ten exams, all told, to prepare for. It means I’ve been studying at 
all hours of the day and night. I’m exhausted, and to cap it all I’ve got three exams on the same day 
this week! | just want to relax and go on holiday, but all in good time - I'll be finished next month. 

| told my friend | was feeling stressed, but he just laughed - that's him all over; he never takes 
anything seriously, and even when he's worried or anxious he's all smiles. 


Unit 52 

1 There's no such thing as a free lunch! 

2 |won'ttake no for an answer! 

3 Notime like the present! 

4 Nostrings attached - | promise! 

5 Goatonce - no ifs and buts! 

6 No news is good news! 

1 It was difficult. 4 It would be difficult. 

2 No, she isn't. 5 He was very direct. 

3 No, he's not young any more. 6 It's difficult. 

1 There's no such thing as a free lunch. 

2 Sheloves going shopping and spending like there was no tomorrow. 

3 We were told in no uncertain terms that we must always be punctual for work. 
4 Hesaid he would lend me €2,000 with no strings attached. 

5 He’s avery good squash player, even though he's no spring chicken. 

6 The new housing development caused no end of problems. 

1 Thetown was full of people partying like there's no tomorrow on New Year's Eve. 
2 No prizes for guessing who won the cookery competition. 

3 The journey was very easy, and we got to our destination in next to no time. 

4 There are no end of places to eat in our town. 

5 The police have declared the zone a no-go area. 

6 It would help your grandma no end if you cut the grass for her. 

Unit 53 

1 handitto 4 hands down 

2 upperhand 5 outofthe palm 

3 ona plate 6 old hand 

1 By publishing their tax plans a year before the election, the opposition have shown their hand 


too early. 

2 Mr Mills has played right into the hands of his critics by admitting that he made errors in the past. 

3 You can count on the fingers of one hand the number of times this government has done anything 
to help the poor. 

4 In court, the accused said he had never laid a hand on anyone and denied the charges. 

5 The minister claimed that her hands were tied by European regulations, and that she could not 
act to change the situation. 

6 The minister of education rejected out of hand the claim that small schools would be closed. 
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53.3 


53.4 


54.1 


54.2 


54.3 


54.4 


Oo0U14» 0 hh FE 
O 7^0 TO QA 


Possible answers: 

Professor Ward has given a wonderful lecture. Please give her a big hand. 

| know I have one somewhere, but | can't lay my hands on it at the moment. 
| think we should all act and do something, not just sit on our hands. 

I’m ready to hand over the reins to someone else. 

Hand on heart, have you never told a lie? 


AUNE 


Unit 54 


1 b) a heart of gold 

2 b) No. Itis often used ironically. 

3 b)sobbing 

4 a) your general well-being. In some contexts, it might also be used with reference to someone's 
financial interests. 

5 a)suffering 

6 b)unpleasant 


I’ve been offered a job that all my friends and family think | should take. The problem is that in my 
heart of hearts, | really don't want it. It's always been my heart's desire to leave this city and work 
abroad, but | don't have the heart to tell my family this, as | know they'll be upset. | know you will tell 
me to take heart and be strong, but I really don't want to hurt them. After all, | know they have my 
best interests at heart. What should | do? 


1 Don'texpect so much of him - he's only four! Have a heart! 

2 You'll only get hurt if you wear your heart on your sleeve. 

3 His heart was in his boots as he thought about the difficult week ahead. 

4 You know your parents have your best interests at heart. 

5 He showed her round the city, but she could tell that his heart was not in it. 
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55.1 


55.2 


55.3 


55.4 


56.1 


56.2 


56.3 


56.4 


Unit 55 


Mon 


o -10)0€1 4» Q0 N2 FE 


1 


1 
2 


d 3e Syf 7a 
h 4g 6 b 8c 
We were within an inch of our lives when the lightning struck the tree beside us. 
| don't like cycling to work. | feel like I’m risking life and limb in all that traffic. 
The operation has given my grandmother a new lease of life. 

Taking your final exams won't be easy, but I’m sure you'll live to tell the tale. 
Clare got the shock of her life when she saw the police officer at her door. 

Some people find living out of a suitcase away from home very stressful. 

The company chairman is living on borrowed time after the latest fall in profits. 


Lewis is really shy and isn’t usually the life and soul of the party. 


You'll be living a lie if you don’t tell him you were once in prison. 
In this life, we have to live and let live. 

Not many people have lived such a charmed life as Ed has. 

We had the time of our lives in California last year. 

Travelling is the best way to see life. 


The sudden scream scared the life out of me. 

Jess thinks she'll have a career as a model, but she's living in a dream world in my opinion. 
The naughty child made his teacher's life a misery. 

The full service has given our old car a new lease of life. 


1 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 The explorers faced many challenges in the Arctic but lived to tell the tale. 
7 
8 
9 
0 


on 3 of 5 of 
within 4 out 6 for 


Unit 56 


AUNE 


OoN ONNA 0) N) FE 


There is a lot of dead wood in my office. They should sack some people. 

Putting Joshua in charge was the kiss of death to the project. 

His idea of building a plane and flying round the world is as dead as a dodo. 

The old family quarrel is now dead and buried, and they live in harmony. 

The planning committee's decision was a death blow to the proposal to build the new airport. 
(You can also say dealt a death blow to.) 


a dead duck 
kiss of death 
in the dead of night 


A 


dead to the world 
dead in the water 
at death's door 


Oo) Ui 


dead in the water 
a dead duck 
at death's door 


in the dead of night 
kiss of death 
dead to the world 


anf 


You should only call an ambulance if it is a matter of life and death (or a matter of life or death). 
The thieves stole the painting in the dead of night. 

I am sick to death of people complaining all the time. It’s not my fault! 

That old car is so dangerous. It’s a death trap. 

Having to sit next to my boring uncle at the restaurant was a fate worse than death. 

Many people suffered a living death in prison camps during the civil war. 

The council are planning to demolish my house to build a motorway. Over my dead body! 

There is too much dead wood on the school committee. They never do anything useful. 
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57.1 


57.2 


57.3 


57.4 


58.1 


58.2 


58.3 


58.4 


Unit 57 


aAnBRWN FE 


aAunRWN Ee 


V 


co -410 01.» CQ) hN2 ES 


Nobody in their right mind would lend him money again. He never pays it back. 
Correct. 

He's always talking about cars. l've never met anyone with such a one-track mind. 
Correct. 

What can we do to take Marco's mind off his problems? 

Now, l'd like you all to cast your mind back to your very first day at school. 


Bye. Mind how you go! 

Mind your own business! 

I’m bored out of my mind. 

You must be out of your mind! 

No, it's been (preying) on my mind all day. 

Please cast your mind back and tell us exactly what happened on the night in question. 


He needs to mind his back. 3 Come on - mind over matter! 
| can read her mind. 4 Thatsinger blows my mind! 


Mind your step on the ice - it's very slippery. 

The actor's performance blew my mind! 

It goes without saying that you should always mind your Ps and Qs at an interview. 
People who drink and drive must be out of their mind. 

My twin brother can read my mind. 

I’m always bored out of my mind in physics lessons! 

Their argument preyed on Freya's mind for a long time. 

You'll find it quite easy to learn the guitar if you put your mind to it. 


Unit 58 


AUNE oU» 0hMNmn| 


| hate it when people try to give you the hard sell over the phone. 

Her grandfather's illness has really hit her very hard. 

I’m so glad we're friends again. No hard feelings, OK? 

Walking home in the heavy snow was really hard going. 

| find his constant criticism of me very hard to swallow. 

Learning how to skate turned out to be much harder than Nina had bargained for. 


True. 

False. She will find it difficult to meet her deadline. 
True. 

False. It is not an enjoyable way to learn this lesson. 


fall 4 drive 7 make 
nut 5 fast 8 done 
swallow 6 way 


The truth is unpleasant, and I’m worried you'll find it hard to swallow. 

Although Jack's grandfather used to be rich, he fell on hard times and the family lived in poverty. 

There are no hard-and-fast rules as to how you should behave in circumstances like these. 

I'm sure Lydia will feel hard done by when she discovers that her uncle has bought her twin sister 
a new sports car. 

Children eventually learn the hard way that life is not always fair. 

| have no idea how we're going to solve this problem. It's going to be a hard nut to crack, I'm sure. 
Ruby always complains and seems to make hard work of any little problem. 

You want me to reduce the price by £200? You certainly drive a hard bargain. 
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59.1 


59.2 


59.3 


59.4 


60.1 


60.2 


60.3 


Over to you 

Some other idioms that you might find are: 

be caught between a rock and a hard place: Whatever | decide to do there will be problems. /'m 
caught between a rock and a hard place. 

be a hard act to follow: Colin was such a good manager that he is going to be a hard act to follow. | 
wouldn't want to take on his job when he leaves. 

be too much like hard work: I certainly don’t want to help my dad plant some rose bushes. It sounds 
too much like hard work to me. 


Unit 59 
1 through, floor 3 apartatthe 
2 deafears 4 the wrong hands 


1 Itseems that the prime minister's special adviser, Lily Sparks, has fallen from grace, and she is 
expected to resign soon. 

2 Everyone had to fall into line and work longer hours for the same pay. 

3 The deal fell foul of the export regulations and had to be cancelled at the last minute. 

4 The report falls short of an outright condemnation of the government's actions, but it does 
contain strong criticism. 


| didn't realise she was deceiving me, and | fell for it hook, line and sinker. 
It looks as if the whole system is falling apart at the seams. 

| didn't really have to do anything to get the job. It just fell into my lap. 
Sara may not like the new rules, but she'll just have to fall into line. 


A0) N HG 


1 If you fall for a thing (e.g. a trick or a lie) hook, line and sinker, you believe it completely. If you fall 
for a person hook, line and sinker, you fall madly in love with them. 

2 Pride comes before a fall. 

3 False. If someone falls over themselves to do something, it means they are very keen and eager to 
do it. 

4 The bigger they are / come, the harder they fall. 


Unit 60 


| like Tina. She's her own person. In fact, she's very much a woman after my own heart. But I’m not 
keen on her boyfriend, Karl. He's always blowing his own trumpet, and when they come to my flat, 
he behaves as if he owns the place. | think it's time they went their own ways. In fact, | really think 

she'd come into her own if they did. 


| must think of a way of getting my own back on Matt for playing that trick on me. 

He told the police who had really planned the burglary, in order to save his own skin. 
Tim was smaller than the other judo players, but he held his own. 

You're digging your own grave by putting your boss in such a difficult position. 

If women want to succeed in politics, they have to play men at their own game. 


AUNE 
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Phonemic symbols 


Vowel sounds 
Symbol Examples 
/ix/ sleep 
fil happy 
Ii pin 
lul foot 
/ux/ do 
/e/ red 
lol arrive 
[31/ turn 
[oi sort 
[ael cat 
/al sun 
/p/ got 
/a:/ part 
ley name 
fai my 
lov boy 
/ea/ pair 
Iro/ hear 
/9u/ go 
/av/ out 
/u9/ pure 


me 


recipe 


dinner 
could 
shoe 
head 
father 
bird 
thought 
black 
enough 
watch 
heart 
late 
idea 
noise 
where 
beer 
home 
cow 
poor 
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pull 
through 
said 
colour 
work 
walk 


wonder 
sock 
laugh 
aim 


time 


bear 


show 


Consonant sounds 
Symbol Examples 
/p/ put 

/b/ book 

/t/ take 

/d/ dog 

/k/ car 

/g/ go 

/tf/ catch 
/d3/ age 

/f/ for 

Iul love 

/0/ thick 

/d/ this 

/s/ since 

Izl Zoo 

/f/ shop 

/3/ pleasure 
/h/ hear 
/m/ make 
/n/ name 
/y/ bring 

V look 

Irl road 

/j/ young 
Iwl wear 


kick 
guarantee 


church 
lounge 


cough 


vehicle 
path 
mother 
rice 
houses 
sugar 
usual 
hotel 


now 


while 


machine 
vision 


Index 


The numbers in the Index are Unit numbers not page numbers. 


be taken aback 14 

out and about 10 

Tell me about it! 45 

That's about the size of it! 45 

be head and shoulders above sb 18 
be a chapter of accidents 37 

a fait accompli 13 

play your ace / trump card 19 
Achilles heel 20 

across the board 30 

get your act together 6 

ad hoc 13 

ad infinitum 13 

spirit of adventure 5 

after your own heart 60 

It's easy to be wise after the event. 12 
time after time 10 

the dice are loaded against sb 19 
hammer out an agreement 39 
ahead of its time 40 

ahead of the game 46 

castles in the air 22 

clear the air 38 

rolling in the aisles 25 

an Aladdin's cave 22 

an albatross around your neck 22 
all in all 51 

all in good time 51 

all or nothing 51 

All’s fair in love and war. 11 
all-singing, all-dancing 51 

all told 51 

an all-time high / low 51 

at all hours 51 

be all in the mind 51 

be all over sb like a rash 9 

be all smiles 51 

be all things to all men 51 

for all sb cares 51 

get the all-clear 51 

hold all the cards 19 

in all but name 51 

it will all end in tears 44 

it's all systems go 51 

laugh all the way to the bank 32 
push all the right buttons 24 
that's all we need 44 

that's sb all over 51 

tick all the boxes 31 


to cap it all 51 

when all's said and done 43 
worship at the altar / shrine / temple of 30 
amid mounting calls 39 

in the final / last analysis 41 

not take no for an answer 52 

do anything for a quiet life 55 
be falling apart at the seams 59 
upset the apple cart 42 

no-go area 52 

argue the toss 38 

give your right arm for 18 

the long arm of the law 28 
armchair critic / traveller / gardener 25 
call to arms 15 

an albatross around your neck 22 
You may well ask! 44 

no strings attached 52 

a last-ditch attempt 39 

be au fait with 13 

do sth on autopilot 16 

be blown away by sth 6 

be light years away from sth 24 
back on track 16 

be back to square one 6 

behind sb's back 3 

cast your mind back 57 

get your own back 60 

go back a long way 26 

mind / watch your back 57 

get off your backside 3 

bring home the bacon 32 

have a bad hair day 34 

not be your bag 36 

on balance 41 

a whole new ball game 19 

drop the ball 7 

take your eye off the ball 37 

go down like a lead balloon 46 

a ballpark figure 30 

laugh all the way to the bank 32 
not break the bank 32 

baptism of fire 15 

bare-faced lies 47 

drive a hard bargain 58 

into the bargain 43 

harder than you'd bargained for 58 
be barking up the wrong tree 45 
touch base 31 
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on a weekly basis 31 

right off the bat 7 

batten down the hatches 14 

be batting a thousand 7 

battle of wills 15 

be half the battle 49 

like a bear with a sore head 5 
beat a retreat 15 

beat sb / sth hands down 40 

If you can't beat 'em, join 'em! 45 
as red as a beetroot 9 

beg the question 41 

| beg to differ. 45 

behind your back 3 

at / behind the wheel 16 

the power behind the throne 33 
l'll believe it when | see it. 12 

go belly up 29 

below the belt 19 

fringe benefits 6 

give sb / sth a wide berth 14 
have your best interests at heart 54 
béte noire 13 

better safe than sorry. 11 

two heads are better than one 50 
between a rock and a hard place 31 
between you and me 43 

beyond your wildest dreams 40 
be beyond the pale 3 

Big Brother 22 

big fish in a small pond 30 

big time 8 

give sb a big hand 53 

if and it's a big if 39 

Mr Big 33 


the bigger they are / come, the harder they fall 59 


eat like a bird 34 

take the biscuit / cake 7 

bite off more than one can chew 42 
bite the bullet 42 

bite the hand that feeds you 53 
hold / bite your tongue 18 
black and blue 10 

black and white 10 

a black mark 4 

a wet blanket 27 

my heart bleeds 54 

be on the blink 24 

Ignorance is bliss. 12 

a chip off the old block 26 

new kid on the block 33 
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blood, sweat and tears 10 
burst a blood vessel 36 

have blood on your hands 39 
make your blood boil 36 
your own flesh and blood 26 
bloody confrontations 39 
blow your mind 35, 57 

blow your own trumpet 60 

a death blow 56 

be blown away by sth 6 
blue-sky thinking 31 

be a bolt from the blue 43 
black and blue 10 

the boys in blue 28 

bluff your way 4 

across the board 30 

go by the board 14 

tread the boards 25 

it doesn't float my boat 8 
Whatever floats your boat! 8 
not be short of a bob or two 50 
over my dead body 56 

make your blood boil 36 

be a bolt from the blue 43 
drop a bombshell 15 

bone dry 47 

bone of contention 38 

bone to pick 38 

as dry as a bone 9 

bring to book 28 

throw the book at 28 

that's a turn-up for the books 43 
your heart is in your boots 54 
bored out of your mind 57 
live on borrowed time 55 
cut both / two ways 50 

all hot and bothered 36 

rock bottom 47 

the bottom drops / falls out of the market 30 
in leaps and bounds 23 

have plenty of strings to your bow 27 
Pandora's box 20 

think outside the box 31 

tick all the boxes 31 

the boys in blue 28 

the brainchild of sb 24 

put the brakes on 16 

hold out an olive branch 38 
be the breadwinner 32 

Give me a break! 12, 44 

not break the bank 32 


eat sb for breakfast 27 

cross that bridge when you come to it 42 
water under the bridge 38 

as bright as a button 9 

Look on the bright side. 12 
bring home the bacon 32 

bring sb down a peg or two 50 
bring the house down 25 

bring to book 28 

bring to the table 31 

in broad daylight 47 

If it ain't broke, don't fix it! 24 
Big Brother 22 

cry / weep buckets 7 

be built on sand 46 

Rome wasn't built in a day. 11 
bite the bullet 42 

bumper to bumper 10 

be a bundle of nerves 36 

dead and buried 56 

burn the midnight oil 34 

money to burn 32 

burning the candle at both ends 23 
have sth burning a hole in your pocket 6 
fiddle while Rome burns 20 
burst a blood vessel 36 

bury your head in the sand 1 
mind your own business 57 

go bust 29 

hustle and bustle 10 

no ifs and buts 52 

as bright as a button 9 

push the right buttons 24 

let bygones be bygones 38 
rattle sb's cage 36 

take the biscuit / cake 7 

the frosting / icing on the cake 7 
call a spade a spade 22 

call to arms 15 

amid mounting calls 39 

launch a campaign 4 

like the cat that ate the canary 7 
burning the candle at both ends 23 
a loose cannon 27 

to cap it all 51 

get the red card 19 

play your ace / trump card 19 
hold all the cards 19 

keep / play your cards close to your chest 19 
for all sb cares 51 

sweep sth under the carpet 37 


a case in point 41 

cold / hard cash 7 

be strapped for cash 32 

cast your mind back 57 

castles in the air 22 

be a casualty of 4 

fight like cat and dog 7, 9 

like the cat that ate the canary 7 
like the cat that got the cream 7 
not have a cat in hell's chance 17 
put the cat amongst the pigeons 38 
play cat and mouse 48 

the cat's whiskers 17 

a Catch-22 situation 22 

catch some z's 7 

like a deer / rabbit caught in the headlights 3 
an Aladdin's cave 22 

a glass ceiling 29 

be / take centre stage 4, 25 
nearly fall off your chair 43 
chalk and cheese 10 

a fighting chance 15 

fat chance 44 

given half a chance 49 

not have a cat in hell's chance 17 
a leopard can't change its spots 17 
plus ca change 13 

ring the changes 42 

plunge into chaos 39 

a chapter of accidents 37 

live a charmed life 55 

Prince Charming 22 

a wild-goose chase 21 

the chattering classes 33 

cheap and cheerful 32 

take a rain check 19 

turn the other cheek 20 

cheap and cheerful 32 

chalk and cheese 10 

keep / play your cards close to your chest 19 
bite off more than you can chew 42 
be no spring chicken 52 

a chip off the old block 26 

as poor as a church mouse 9 

a second-class citizen 33 

drop a clanger 43 

the chattering classes 33 

come clean 40 

squeaky-clean 47 

take sb to the cleaner's 32 

clear the air 38 
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as clear as crystal 9 

as clear as mud 9 

crystal clear 47 

too clever by half 49 

clip sb's wings 5 

round the clock 23 

keep / play your cards close to your chest 19 
a wolf in sheep's clothing 17 

a cloud on the horizon 30 

Every cloud has a silver lining. 11 
a cog in the machine 24 

two sides of the same coin 50 
cold / hard cash 7 

in the cold light of day 37 

stone cold 47 

be on a collision course 16 

come clean 40 

come into your own 60 

come out fighting 15 

come to a standstill 16 

come up trumps 46 

a dream come true 35 

cross that bridge when you come to it 42 
first come, first served 11 


The bigger they are / come, the harder they fall. 59 


until the cows come home 17 

Pride comes before a fall. 59 

take each day as it comes 34 

creature comforts 34 

not know whether you're coming or going 34 
What is the world coming to? 44 

common ground 38 

Two's company, three's a crowd. 50 
compos mentis 13 

bloody confrontations 39 

bone of contention 38 

a contradiction in terms 41 

the conventional wisdom 41 

be cool with 8 

play it cool 48 

corner the market 29 

in a tight corner 37 

can count sth on the fingers of one hand 53 
under the counter 28 

war-torn country 39 

as a matter of course 41 

be on a collision course 16 

run its course 2 

the course of true love never did run smooth 21 
under cover of darkness 39 

until the cows come home 17 
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a hard nut to crack 58 

from the cradle to the grave 5 
nook and cranny 10 

like the cat that got the cream 7 
creature comforts 34 

it's not cricket 19 

an armchair critic 25 

shed crocodile tears 17 


cross that bridge when you come to it 42 


be at a crossroads 4 
a crowd-puller 25 
stand out from the crowd 40 


Two's company, three's a crowd. 50 


cry / weep buckets 7 

cry wolf 17 

cry your heart out 54 
crystal clear 47 

créme de la créme 13 

make sb's toes curl 18 
throw sb a curveball 7 

a cushy number 29 

cut and run 14 

cut both / two ways 50 

can't cut the mustard 46 

at the cutting edge 24, 31 
C'est la vie. 13 

as fresh as a daisy 9 

the sword of Damocles 19 
all-singing, all-dancing 51 
under cover of darkness 39 
have a bad hair day 34 

in the cold light of day 37 
not give sb the time of day 26 
Rome wasn't built in a day. 11 
take each day as it comes 34 
in broad daylight 47 

sb's / sth's days are numbered 5 
the good old days 5 

the halcyon days 20 

de facto 13 

dead and buried 56 

dead in the water 56 

dead to the world 56 

dead wood 56 

a dead duck 56 

as dead as a dodo 56 

flog a dead horse 17 

in the dead of night 56 

over my dead body 56 

fall on deaf ears 59 

be dealt a lousy hand 53 


nearest and dearest 26 

a death blow 56 

a death trap 56 

a fate worse than death 56 

a living death 56 

a matter of life and / or death 56 
be at death's door 56 

dice with death 19 

sick to death of sth 56 

the kiss of death 56 

debt of honour 2 

all hands on deck 14 

like a deer / rabbit caught in the headlights 3 
be sb's heart's desire 54 

dice with death 19 

the dice are loaded against 19 
every Tom, Dick and Harry 5 

| beg to differ. 45 

a world of difference 40, 45 
same difference 44 

dig your own grave 60 

not be worth a dime 7 

play dirty 48 

a recipe for disaster 46 

note of discord 45 

a last-ditch attempt 39 

as dead as a dodo 56 

dog eat dog 31 

dog in the manger 17 

a dog's life 17 

be like a dog with two tails 50 
fight like cat and dog 7, 9 
work like a dog 9 

You can't teach an old dog new tricks 23 
let sleeping dogs lie 38 
domino effect 2 

donkey / grunt work 7 

be at death's door 56 

get a foot in the door 29 

open the door to 2, 41 

double whammy 46 

down in the dumps 36 

down the line 16 

beat sb / sth hands down 40 
bring sb down a peg or two 50 
bring the house down 25 

go down a storm 46 

go down a treat 35 

go down like a lead balloon 46 
send shivers down your spine 25 
shoot sb down in flames 15 


throw money down the drain 32 
win hands down 53 

in dribs and drabs 10 

throw money down the drain 32 
a dream come true 35 

be / live in a dream world 55 
beyond your wildest dreams 40 
in dribs and drabs 10 


You can lead a horse to water (but you can't make 


it drink). 12 

drive a hard bargain 58 

drive like a maniac 9 

a back-seat driver 16 

in the driving seat 16 

drop a bombshell 15 

drop a clanger 43 

drop in on 2 

drop the ball 7 

drop / fall into your lap 59 

the penny drops 43 

the bottom drops / falls out of the market 30 
punch-drunk 19 

as dry as a bone 9 

as dry as dust 9 

bone dry 47 

leave sb high and dry 14 

a dead duck 56 

down in the dumps 36 

as dry as dust 9 

go in one ear and out the other 23 
have the ear of sb 26 

listen with half an ear 49 

make a pig's ear of sth 37 

fall on deaf ears 59 

prick your ears up 2 

It's easy to be wise after the event. 12 
Take it easy. 12 

eat like a bird 34 

eat like a horse 34 

eat like a pig 34 

eat sb for breakfast 27 

eat sb out of house and home 21 

dog eat dog 31 

have sb eating out of the palm of your hand 53 
at the cutting edge 24, 31 
keep sb on the edge of their seat 25 
domino effect 2 


You're teaching your grandmother to suck eggs! 23 


rig an election 33 
the elephant in the room 17 
eleventh-hour 39 
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end of (story)! 8 

help sb no end 52 

it will all end in tears 44 

make your hair stand on end 21 
no end of 52 

make ends meet 32 

public enemy number one 33 
engulfed in flames 39 

enough is as good as a feast. 12 
fair enough 44 

enter into the spirit of sth 35 
push the envelope 31 

epic proportions 20 

Don't even go there! 8 

It's easy to be wise after the event. 12 
every cloud has a silver lining. 11 
every Tom, Dick and Harry 5 
here, there and everywhere 10 
it does exactly what it says on the tin 8 
no expense spared 32 

go the extra mile 8 

a twinkle in your father's eye 26 
be in the public eye 33 

be one in the eye for sb 18 

in the twinkling of an eye 21 
see eye to eye 1,6 

take your eye off the ball 37 
there's more to sth than meets the eye 18 
watch with half an eye 49 

the green-eyed monster 21 
have stars in your eyes 35 

pull the wool over sb's eyes 28 
face-saving 18 

a face like thunder 9 

a slap in the face 37 

lose face 18 

sb's face doesn't fit 18 
bare-faced lies 47 

poker-faced 19 

the fact of the matter is 31 

de facto 13 

fair enough. 44 

fair's fair 12 

a fair-weather friend 26 

All’s fair in love and war. 11 

a fait accompli 13 

be au fait with 13 

fall foul of 59 

fall from grace 59 

fall into line 30, 59 

fall into the trap of 59 
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fall into your lap 59 

fall into the wrong hands 59 

fall off the radar 8 

fall on deaf ears 59 

fall on hard times 58, 59 

fall on your sword 20 

fall over yourself to do sth 59 

fall short of 59 

fall through the floor 59 

fall for sb / sth hook, line and sinker 59 
nearly fall off your chair 43 

Pride comes before a fall. 59 

The bigger they are / come, the harder they fall. 59 
be falling apart at the seams 59 

the bottom drops / falls out of the market 30 
run in the family 26 

the shit hits the fan 3 

footloose and fancy-free 26 

| wouldn't trust sb as far as | could throw them. 44 
So far, so good. 12 

hard-and-fast rules 58 

life in the fast lane 16 

fat chance 44 

It's not over until the fat lady sings. 12 
a fate worse than death 56 

tempt fate 42 

a twinkle in your father's eye 26 

do me a favour 44 

Enough is as good as a feast. 12 
feather your own nest 3, 60 

bite the hand that feeds you 53 

feel hard done by 58 

have a sinking feeling 36 

no hard feelings 58 

have two left feet 50 

pull the rug from under your feet 37 
at one fell swoop 21 

sit on the fence 6 

fiddle while Rome burns 20 

be on the fiddle 28 

play second fiddle 48 

fight for your life 39 

fight like cat and dog 7, 9 

fighting fit 47 

a fighting chance 15 

come out fighting 15 

a ballpark figure 30 

filthy rich 47 

in the final / last analysis 41 

keep your finger on the pulse 18 
point the finger at 18 


fingers and thumbs 10 


can count sth on the fingers of one hand 53 


put / stick two fingers up at sth 50 
baptism of fire 15 

hang fire 15 

first and foremost 41 

first come, first served 11 

at first glance 43 

the first lady of sth 8 

big fish in a small pond 30 
There are plenty more fish in the sea. 12 
fit like a glove 9 

fighting fit 47 

sb's face doesn't fit 18 

If it ain't broke, don't fix it. 24 
get / take the flak 4 

an old flame 26 

engulfed in flames 39 

shoot sb down in flames 15 

a flash in the pan 1, 15 

as quick as a flash 9 

your own flesh and blood 26 
pound of flesh 21 

it doesn't float my boat 8 
Whatever floats your boat! 8 
flog a dead horse 17 

fall through the floor 59 

fly by the seat of your pants 16 
fly the nest 26 

be flying high 16 

be no / nobody's fool 52 

play sb for a fool 48 

act / play the fool 27 

get a foot in the door 29 

put your foot down 38 

put your foot in it 1 

shoot yourself in the foot 15 
footloose and fancy-free 26 
join forces with 4 

first and foremost 41 

a small fortune 47 

fall foul of 59 

footloose and fancy-free 26 
There's no such thing as a free lunch. 52 
as fresh as a daisy 9 

be fresh out of sth 7 

Girl / Man / Person Friday 22 
Any friend of yours is a friend of mine. 12 
a fair-weather friend 26 

have friends in high places 26 
fringe benefits 6 


the frosting / icing on the cake 7 
full of the joys of spring 35 

full stop 47 

live life to the full 40 

no pain no gain 11 

Nothing ventured, nothing gained. 11 
play to the gallery 25 

a game plan 48 

a whole new ball game 19 
ahead of the game 46 

play a / the waiting game 48 
play sb at their own game 60 
play the game 48 

raise your game 48 

the game's up 48 

the name of the game 48 

two can play at that game 50 
poacher turned gamekeeper 28 
play games 48 

gardening leave 30 

gas guzzler 24 

run the gauntlet 15 

go / move / step up a gear 16 
get off your backside 3 

be getting / going nowhere 4 
give me a break! 12, 44 

give your right arm for 18 

give and / or take 10 

give sb a big hand 53 

give sb / sth a wide berth 14 
give sb the hard sell 58 

give sth a miss 34 

give / get the green light 16 

not give sb the time of day 26 
wouldn't give sth house room 36 
given half a chance 49 

be given / get your marching orders 4 
be given the go-ahead 39 

be given the sack 3 

at first glance 43 

a glass ceiling 29 

fit like a glove 9 

the gloves are off 31 

a glutton for punishment 27 

go in one ear and out the other 23 
go back a long way 26 

go belly up 29 

go bust 29 

go by the board 14 

go down a storm 46 

go down a treat 35 
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go down like a lead balloon 46 
go haywire 24 

go in one ear and out the other 23 
go off the rails 16 

go out like a light 34 

go out on the town 34 

go spare 3 

go the extra mile 8 

go the whole hog 22 

go their own ways 60 

go to your head 18 

go to the wall 29 

go up in the world 2 

go with a swing 35 

go / move / step up a gear 16 
be given the go-ahead 39 
Don't even go there! 8 

from the word go 43 

get-up and go 27 
happy-go-lucky 35 

it's all systems go 51 

Mind how you go. 57 

no-go area 52 

an own goal 60 

move the goalposts 19 

get your goat 36 

sort (out) the sheep from the goats 17 
play God 48 

your heart goes out to sb 54 
be going great guns 29 

be getting / going nowhere 4 
be heavy-going 25 

hard going 58 

not know whether you're coming or going 34 
a heart of gold 54 

golden handshake 29 

golden hello 29 

good riddance (to bad rubbish)! 12z, 44 
all in good time 51 

do sb the world of good 40 
Enough is as good as a feast. 12 
for good reason 43 

have a good head for sth 18 
have a good mind to 49 

make good headway 14 

no news is good news 52 

So far, so good. 12 

the good old days 5 

a wild-goose chase 21 

play gooseberry 48 

You've got me there. 44 
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fall from grace 59 

would sell your own grandmother 32 
You're teaching your grandmother to suck eggs! 23 
grass roots 33 

as silent as the grave 9 

dig your own grave 60 

from the cradle to the grave 5 
gravy train 34 

be going great guns 30 

give / get the green light 17 

the green-eyed monster 22 
grey vote 33 

men in grey suits 33 

a lot of ground to make up 23 
common ground 38 

stand your ground 38 

donkey / grunt work 7 

no prizes for guessing sth 52 

be going great guns 29 

slog your guts out 29 
gas-guzzler 24 

have a bad hair day 34 

make your hair stand on end 21 
split hairs 45 

the halcyon days 20 
half-measures 49 

a half-baked scheme 49 

a sth and a half 49 

be half the battle 49 

be not half 49 

given half a chance 49 

have half a mind to 49 

listen with half an ear 49 

not half 49 

not know the half of it 49 

too clever by half 49 

watch with half an eye 49 

meet sb halfway 49 

hammer out an agreement 39 
hand over the reins 53 

hand sth to sb on a plate 53 

be an old hand at sth 53 

be dealt a lousy hand 53 

bite the hand that feeds you 53 
can count sth on the fingers of one hand 53 
give sb a big hand 53 

have your hand in the till 28 
have sb eating out of / in the palm of your hand 53 
have the upper hand 53 

lay a hand on 53 

on the one hand, on the other hand 41 


out of hand 53 

put your hand on your heart 53 
show your hand 53 

you have to hand it to sb 53 

all hands on deck 14 

beat sb / sth hands down 40 
can't lay your hands on sth 53 
fall into the wrong hands 59 
have blood on your hands 39 
off your hands 53 

play into sb's hands 53 

sit on your hands 53 

sb's hands are tied 53 

take matters into your own hands 60 
win hands down 53 

golden handshake 29 

hang fire 15 

happy-go-lucky 35 

as happy as Larry 35 
hard-and-fast rules 58 

hard going 58 

hard to swallow 58 

hard up 58 

a hard nut to crack 58 

be hard pressed to 58 

be hard put to 58 

between a rock and a hard place 31 
cold / hard cash 7 

drive a hard bargain 58 

fall on hard times 58, 59 

feel hard done by 58 

give sb the hard sell 58 

hit sb hard 58 

learn the hard way 58 

make hard work of 58 

no hard feelings 58 

rock hard 47 

play hardball 19 

harden your heart 54 

harder than you'd bargained for 58 
The bigger they are / come, the harder they fall. 59 
every Tom, Dick and Harry 5 
batten down the hatches 14 
do a hatchet job on 25 

go haywire 24 

be head and shoulders above sb 18 
be in over your head 37 

bury your head in the sand 18 
get your mind / head round 57 
go to your head 18 

have a good head for sth 18 


like a bear with a sore head 5 


like a deer / rabbit caught in the headlights 3 


heads will roll 30 

put our heads together 18 

two heads are better than one 50 
make good headway 14 

after your own heart 60 

a heart of gold 54 

a heart of stone 54 

be your heart's desire 54 

cry your heart out 54 

harden your heart 54 

have a heart 54 

have your best interests at heart 54 
in your heart of hearts 54 

learn sth off by heart 23 

my heart bleeds 54 

not have the heart to 54 

your heart goes out sb 54 

your heart is in your boots 54 
your heart isn't in sth 54 

put your hand on your heart 53 
strike at the heart of 54 

take heart 54 

wear your heart on your sleeve 54 
in your heart of hearts 54 

be heavy going 25 

Achilles heel 20 

not have a cat in hell’s chance 17 
the sb / sth from hell 8 

golden hello 29 

help sb no end 52 

here, there and everywhere 10 
an all-time high / low 51 

be flying high 16 

be on a high 35 

have friends in high places 26 
leave sb high and dry 14 

ride high 46 

shoot sky-high 30 

highly strung 27 

Hindsight is a wonderful thing. 12 
hit and miss 10 

hit sb hard 58 

hit the jackpot 35 

hit the mark 40 

hit the right note 35 

hit the spot 35 

the shit hits the fan 3 

ad hoc 13 

go the whole hog 22 
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hold all the cards 19 

hold out an olive branch 38 

hold your own 60 

hold / bite your tongue 18 

have sth burning a hole in your pocket 6 
pick holes in 25 

pick holes in sth 38 

bring home the bacon 32 

eat sb out of house and home 21 

until the cows come home 17 

debt of honour 2 

on the hoof 34 

fall for sb / sth hook, line and sinker 59 
hopping mad 3 

cloud on the horizon 30 

a Trojan horse 20 

eat like a horse 34 

flog a dead horse 17 

straight from the horse's mouth 17 


You can lead a horse to water (but you can't make 


him drink). 12 

wild horses couldn't make me 36 
hot off the press 24 

all hot and bothered 36 

piping hot 47 

eleventh-hour 39 

at all hours 51 

bring the house down 25 

eat sb out of house and home 21 
on the house 34 

wouldn't give sth house room 36 
mind how you go 57 

huff and puff 10 

might as well be hung for a sheep as a lamb 19 
hustle and bustle 10 

sing from the same hymn sheet 45 
be (skating) on thin ice 42 

the tip of the iceberg 5 

the frosting / icing on the cake 7 
no ifs and buts 52 

Ignorance is bliss. 12 

be under no illusions 30 

the spitting image 26 

within an inch of your life 55 

ad infinitum 13 

a mine of information 27 

too much information 8 

an inside job 28 

know sth inside out 3 

have your best interests at heart 54 
Necessity is the mother of invention. 11 
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an ivory tower 22 

hit the jackpot 35 

like nailing jelly to a wall 8 

an inside job 28 

do a hatchet job on 25 

join forces with 4 

join the ranks of 15 

If you can't beat 'em, join 'em! 45 
joined-up thinking 31 

put sb's nose out of joint 37 

be no joke 52 

see the joke 4 

full of the joys of spring 35 

more by luck than judgement 43 
as keen as mustard 9 

keep your finger on the pulse 18 
keep / play your cards close to your chest 19 
keep sb on the edge of their seat 25 
kick yourself 36 

a whizz kid 27 

new kid on the block 33 

be two of a kind 50 

the kiss of death 56 

knock into shape 2 

knock sb for six 19, 36 

tie the knot 5 

know sth inside out 3 

not know the half of it 49 

not know whether you're coming or going 34 
at the top of the ladder 29 

It's not over until the fat lady sings. 12 
the first lady of sth 8 
laissez-faire 13 

might as well be hung for a sheep as a lamb 17 
win by a landslide 33 

life in the fast lane 17 

life in the slow lane 17 

drop / fall into your lap 59 

by and large 41 

as happy as Larry 35 

a last-ditch attempt 39 

in the final / last analysis 41 

last but not least 41 

laugh all the way to the bank 32 
launch a campaign 4 

rest on your laurels 20 

the long arm of the law 28 

lay a hand on 53 

lay it on with a trowel 21 

can't lay your hands on sth 53 
go down like a lead balloon 46 


You can lead a horse to water (but you can't make 


it drink). 12 

a leading light 25 

turn over a new leaf 42 

in leaps and bounds 23 

learn by rote 23 

learn sth off by heart 23 
learn the hard way 58 

learn your lesson 23 

get a new lease of life 55 

last but not least 41 

to say the least 43 

leave no stone unturned 20 
leave sb high and dry 14 
gardening leave 31 

have two left feet 50 

a leopard can't change its spots 17 
learn your lesson 23 

teach sb a lesson 23 

live and let live 55 

take to the next level 30 

live a lie 55 

bare-faced lies 47 

life in the fast lane 16 

life in the slow lane 16 

a dog's life 17 

a matter of life and / or death 56 
do anything for a quiet life 55 
fight for your life 39 

get a life 44 

get a new lease of life 55 

get the shock of your life 55 
have the time of your life 55 
live a charmed life 55 

live life to the full 40 

make sb's life a misery 55 
risk life and limb 55 

scare the life out of 55 

see life 55 

the life and soul of the party 55 
Variety is the spice of life. 11 
within an inch of your life 55 
throw a lifeline 30 

a leading light 25 

be light years away from sth 24 
be out like a light 34 

give / get the green light 16 
go out like a light 34 

in the cold light of day 37 
see the light 4 

have your name in lights 25 


risk life and limb 55 

line your own pockets 28 
down the line 16 

fall for sb / sth hook, line and sinker 59 
fall into line 30, 59 

toe the line 38 

tow the line 38 

every cloud has a silver lining 11 
listen with half an ear 49 
little by little 10 

live a charmed life 55 

live a lie 55 

live and let live 55 

live in each other's pockets 26 
live life to the full 40 

live in a dream world 55 

live on a shoestring 32 

live on borrowed time 55 

live out of a suitcase 55 

live to tell the tale 55 

a living death 56 

the dice are loaded against 19 
a lone voice 45 

go back a long way 26 

the long arm of the law 28 
look on the bright side 12 
look out for number one 27 

a loose cannon 27 

lose your touch 37 

lose face 18 

lose the plot 37 

not lose sleep over sth 34 

at a loss for words 5 

there's a lot to be said for 43 
be dealt a lousy hand 53 

a love rat 27 

All’s fair in love and war. 11 


The course of true love never did run smooth. 21 


star-crossed lovers 21 

an all-time high / low 51 

more by luck than judgement 43 
happy-go-lucky 35 

like it or lump it 3 

There's no such thing as a free lunch. 52 
a cog in the machine 24 

hopping mad 3 

self-made man 33 

in the main 41 

silent majority 33 

make a mountain out of a molehill 5 
make a name for 3 
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make a pig's ear of 37 

make ends meet 32 

make good headway 14 

make hard work of 58 

make sb's toes curl 18 

make sb's life a misery 55 

make your blood boil 36 

make your hair stand on end 21 
wild horses couldn't make me 36 
that makes two of us 50 

of your own making 60 

a man / woman of many parts 27 
Girl / Man / Person Friday 22 
self-made man 33 

dog in the manger 17 

drive like a maniac 9 

a man / woman of many parts 27 
marathon talks 39 

steal a march on sb 15 

be given / get your marching orders 4 
a black mark 4 

hit the mark 40 

corner the market 29 


the bottom drops / falls out of the market 30 


take matters into your own hands 60 
a matter of life and death 56 

as a matter of course 41 

mind over matter 57 

the fact of the matter is 31 

You may well ask! 44 

a square meal 34 

half-measures 49 

meet sb halfway 49 

make ends meet 32 

there's more to sth than meets the eye 18 
a memory like a sieve 23 

men in grey suits 33 

be all things to all men 51 

compos mentis 13 

a mere pittance 47 

on message 45 

the Midas touch 20 

burn the midnight oil 34 


might as well be hung for a sheep as a lamb 17 


to put it mildly 43 

go the extra mile 8 

stick in my mind 23 

mind how you go 57 

mind your back 57 

mind your own business 57 
mind your Ps and Qs 57 
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mind your step 57 

mind over matter 57 

be all in the mind 51 

blow your mind 35, 57 

bored out of your mind 57 

cast your mind back 57 

get your mind / head round 57 

have a good mind to 49 

have a one-track mind 57 

have half a mind to 49 

if you put your mind to it 57 

nobody in their right mind 57 

of like mind 45 

of the same mind 45 

out of your mind 57 

prey on your mind 57 

read sb's mind 57 

stick in my mind 23 

take your mind off it 57 

be in two minds 45 

a mine of information 27 

Any friend of yours is a friend of mine. 12 
be a minefield 4 

up-to-the-minute 5 

make sb's life a misery 55 

give sth a miss 34 

hit and miss 10 

make a mountain out of a molehill 5 

at this moment in time 31 

money for old rope 32 

money to burn 32 

Monopoly money 19 

put your money where your mouth is 42 
throw money down the drain 32 
Monopoly money 19 

the green-eyed monster 21 

more by luck than judgement 43 

bite off more than one can chew 42 
There are plenty more fish in the sea. 12 
there's more to sth than meets the eye 18 
Necessity is the mother of invention. 11 
set in motion 41 

set the wheels in motion 24 

make a mountain out of a molehill 5 
amid mounting calls 39 

as poor as a church mouse 9 

as quiet as a mouse 1 

play cat and mouse 48 

put your money where your mouth is 42 
straight from the horse's mouth 17 

take the words right out of my mouth 45 


move the goalposts 19 no time like the present 52 


a smart move 40 be no joke 52 

go / move / step up a gear 16 be no / nobody's fool 52 
movers and shakers 33 be no oil painting 52 

Mr Big 33 be no picnic 52 

as clear as mud 9 be no spring chicken 52 

as stubborn as a mule 9 be under no illusions 30 

Mum’s the word. 12 help sb no end 52 

as keen as mustard 9 in next to no time 52 

can't cut the mustard 46 in no uncertain terms 52 
shrouded in mystery 39 know no bounds 3 

like nailing jelly to a wall 8 leave no stone unturned 20 
stark naked 47 like there's no tomorrow 52 
have your name in lights 25 There's no such thing as a free lunch. 52 
in all but name 51 There's no time like the present. 40, 44 
make a name for 3 not take no for an answer 52 
the name of the game 48 nobody in their right mind 57 
on the straight and narrow 28 be no / nobody's fool 52 
nearest and dearest 26 béte noire 13 

nearly fall off your chair 43 non sequitur 13 

neat and tidy 10 nook and cranny 10 

Necessity is the mother of invention. 11 put sb's nose out of joint 37 
neck and neck 10 take a nosedive 16, 30 

an albatross around sb's neck 22 note of discord 45 

stick your neck out 42 hit the right note 35 

that's all we need 44 nothing ventured, nothing gained. 11 
be a bundle of nerves 36 all or nothing 51 

feather your own nest 3, 60 to say nothing of 43 

fly the nest 26 be getting / going nowhere 4 

It never rains but it pours. 11 a cushy number 29 

The course of true love never did run smooth. 21 look out for number one 27 
new kid on the block 33 public enemy number one 33 

a whole new ball game 19 sb's / sth's days are numbered 5 
get a new lease of life 55 a hard nut to crack 58 

turn over a new leaf 42 be at odds with 45 

no news is good news 52 pay over the odds 32 

in next to no time 52 in the offing 14 

take to the next level 30 oil the wheels 24 

nice work if you can get it 44 be no oil painting 52 

all right on the night 25 burn the midnight oil 34 

be like ships that pass in the night 22 pour oil on troubled waters 45 
in the dead of night 56 a chip off the old block 26 

be a nightmare 37 an old flame 26 

no end of 52 be an old hand at sth 53 

no expense spared 32 money for old rope 32 

no-go area 52 the good old days 5 

no ifs and buts 52 hold out an olive branch 38 

no news is good news 52 at one fell swoop 21 

no pain no gain 11 be back to square one 6 

no prizes for guessing sth 52 be one in the eye for sb 18 

no strings attached 52 can count sth on the fingers of one hand 53 
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have a one-track mind 57 

look out for number one 27 

on the one hand, on the other hand 41 
public enemy number one 33 

two heads are better than one 50 
open the door to 2, 41 

be given / get your marching orders 4 
on the one hand, on the other hand 41 
turn the other cheek 20 

think outside the box 31 

outstay your welcome 34 

over my dead body 56 

be all over sb like a rash 9 

be in over your head 37 

fall over yourself to do sth 59 

hand over the reins 53 

It's not over until the fat lady sings. 12 
mind over matter 57 

not lose sleep over sth 34 

pay over the odds 32 

pull the wool over sb's eyes 28 

that's sb all over 51 

turn over a new leaf 42 

after your own heart 60 

an own goal 60 

blow your own trumpet 60 

come into your own 60 

dig your own grave 60 

feather your own nest 3, 60 

get your own back 60 

go their own ways 60 

hold your own 60 

in your own time 60 

line your own pockets 28 

mind your own business 57 

of your own making 60 

your own flesh and blood 26 

be your own person 60 

out of your own pocket 5 

play sb at their own game 60 

save your own skin 60 

take matters into your own hands 60 
would sell your own grandmother 32 
as if (he) owned the place 60 

pack a punch 40 

send sb packing 21 

a page-turner 25 

no pain no gain 11 

be no oil painting 52 

be beyond the pale 3 


have sb eating out of / in the palm of your hand 53 
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a flash in the pan 1, 15 
Pandora's box 20 

fly by the seat of your pants 16 
a paper tiger 46 

part and parcel 6 

as sick as a parrot 17 

part and parcel 6 

parting shot 20 

silent / sleeping partner 29 

a man / woman of many parts 27 
the life and soul of the party 55 
be like ships that pass in the night 22 
run out of patience 36 

pay over the odds 32 

uneasy peace 39 

be like two peas in a pod 50 
bring sb down a peg or two 50 
not have two pennies to rub together 50 
penny-pinching 32 

be two a penny 50 

the penny drops 43 

be your own person 60 

pick holes in 25 

pick holes in sth 38 

bone to pick 38 

be no picnic 52 

not the whole picture 41 

eat like a pig 34 

make a pig's ear of 37 

put the cat amongst the pigeons 38 
penny-pinching 32 

piping hot 47 

a mere pittance 47 

as if (he) owned the place 60 
between a rock and a hard place 31 
put sb in their place 38 

have friends in high places 26 
a game plan 48 

as thick as two short planks 9 
hand sth to sb on a plate 53 
play cat and mouse 48 

play dirty 48 

play for time 48 

play games 37 

play God 48 

play gooseberry 48 

play hardball 19 

play into sb's hands 53 

play it cool 48 

play it safe 48 

play your ace / trump card 19 


play sb at their own game 60 

play sb for a fool 48 

play second fiddle 48 

play the fool 27 

play the game 48 

play to the gallery 25 

play your cards close to your chest 19 
two can play at that game 50 

have plenty of strings to your bow 27 
There are plenty more fish in the sea. 12 
lose the plot 37 

the plot thickens 44 

plunge into chaos 39 

plus ca change 13 

poacher turned gamekeeper 28 
have sth burning a hole in your pocket 6 
out of your own pocket 5 

line your own pockets 28 

live in each other's pockets 26 

be like two peas in a pod 50 

point the finger at 18 

point the way to 41 

a case in point 41 

see the point 4 

sticking point 38 

poker-faced 19 

big fish in a small pond 30 

as poor as a church mouse 9 

any port in a storm 14 

pound of flesh 21 

pour oil on troubled waters 45 

It never rains but it pours. 11 

the power behind the throne 33 
There's no time like the present. 40, 44, 52 
hot off the press 24 

be hard pressed to 58 

prey on your mind 57 

prick your ears up 2 

Pride comes before a fall. 59 

Prince Charming 22 

no prizes for guessing sth 52 

epic proportions 20 

mind your Ps and Qs 57 

public enemy number one 33 

be in the public eye 33 

huff and puff 10 

pull rank 4 

pull the rug from under your feet 37 
pull the strings 33 

pull the wool over sb's eyes 28 

not pull any punches 19 


a crowd-puller 25 

keep your finger on the pulse 18 
punch-drunk 19 

pack a punch 40 

not pull any punches 19 

a glutton for punishment 27 
push the envelope 31 

push the right buttons 24 

put our heads together 18 

put sb in their place 38 

put sb's nose out of joint 37 

put the brakes on 16 

put two fingers up at sth 50 

put your foot down 38 

put your foot in it 1 

put your hand on your heart 53 
put your money where your mouth is 42 
put your shoulder to the wheel 42 
be hard put to 58 

if you put your mind to it 57 

to put it mildly 43 

a Pyrrhic victory 20 

mind your Ps and Qs 57 

beg the question 41 

out of the question 38 

as quick as a flash 9 

be quids in 2 

as quiet as a mouse 1 

do anything for a quiet life 55 
status quo 13 


like a deer / rabbit caught in the headlights 3 


the rat race 29 

fall off the radar 8 

rags to riches 32 

go off the rails 16 

take a rain check 19 

It never rains but it pours. 11 
raise your game 48 

as thin as a rake 9 

as stiff / straight as a ramrod 2 
pull rank 4 

join the ranks of 15 

be all over sb like a rash 9 

a love rat 27 

the rat race 29 

rattle sb's cage 36 
razor-sharp 47 

reach for the stars 42 

read sb's mind 57 

for good reason 43 

see reason 4 
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receive a windfall 30 hard-and-fast rules 58 


a recipe for disaster 46 run a tight ship 3, 14 

track record 29 run in the family 26 

as red as a beetroot 9 run its course 2 

get the red card 19 run like the wind 9 

see red 4, 36 run out of patience 36 

reduce to tears 36 run out of steam 16 

rein in spending 30 run the gauntlet 15 

hand over the reins 53 cut and run 14 

reinvent the wheel 24 The course of true love never did run smooth. 21 
rest on your laurels 20 do a runner 28 

beat a retreat 15 be given the sack 3 

filthy rich 47 saddled with debt 30 

rags to riches 32 safe and sound 1 

Good riddance (to bad rubbish)! 12, 44 better safe than sorry 11 

ride high 46 play it safe 48 

take sb for a ride 28 there's a lot to be said for 43 

rig an election 33 when all's said and done 43 

right off the bat 7 take the wind out of sb's sails 14 
all right on the night 25 trim your sails 42 

give your right arm for 18 same difference 44 

hit the right note 35 be on the same wavelength 6 
nobody in their right mind 57 of the same mind 45 

push the right buttons 24 sing from the same hymn sheet 45 
take the words right out of my mouth 45 two sides of the same coin 50 

ring the changes 42 be built on sand 46 

risk life and limb 55 bury your head in the sand 18 

do a roaring trade 29 save your own skin 60 

rock bottom 47 scrimp and save 32 

rock hard 47 face-saving 18 

between a rock and a hard place 31 to say nothing of 43 

it's not rocket science 24 to say the least 43 

on the rocks 14 it does exactly what it says on the tin 8 
heads will roll 30 scare the life out of 55 

on a roll 46 set the scene / stage 41 

rolling in the aisles 25 a half-baked scheme 49 

be rolling in it 32 it's not rocket science 24 

Rome wasn't built in a day. 11 settle a score 37 

fiddle while Rome burns 20 up to scratch 23 

the elephant in the room 17 scrimp and save 32 

wouldn't give sth house room 36 There are plenty more fish in the sea. 12 
grass roots 33 be falling apart at the seams 59 
money for old rope 32 a back-seat driver 16 

learn by rote 23 fly by the seat of your pants 16 
round the clock 23 in the driving seat 16 

get your mind / head round 57 keep sb on the edge of their seat 25 
get your tongue round sth 18 for a split second 43 

rub shoulders with sb 26 play second fiddle 48 

not have two pennies to rub together 50 a second-class citizen 33 

Good riddance (to bad rubbish)! 12, 44 see eye to eye 1,6 

pull the rug from under your feet 37 see life 55 


174 English Idioms in Use Advanced 


see reason 4 

see red 4, 36 

see sense 4 

see the joke 4 

see the light 4 

see the point 4 

see the writing on the wall 20 
can't see the wood for the trees 37 
l'll believe it when I see it. 12 
suck it and see 31 

self-made man 33 

give sb the hard sell 58 

would sell your own grandmother 32 
send sb packing 21 

send shivers down your spine 25 
see sense 4 

non sequitur 13 

first come, first served 11 

set in motion 41 

set the scene / stage 41 

set the wheels in motion 24 

set your sights on 23 

settle a score 37 

at sixes and sevens 10 

movers and shakers 33 

knock into shape 2 

a short sharp shock 28 
razor-sharp 47 

shed crocodile tears 17 

a wolf in sheep's clothing 17 
might as well be hung for a sheep as a lamb 17 
sort (out) the sheep from the goats 17 
shell-shocked 15 

take a shine to sb 1 

run a tight ship 3, 14 

be like ships that pass in the night 22 
the shit hits the fan 3 

send shivers down your spine 25 
a short sharp shock 28 

get the shock of your life 55 
shell-shocked 15 

live on a shoestring 32 

shoot yourself in the foot 15 
shoot sb down in flames 15 
shoot sky-high 30 

shut up shop 29 

a short sharp shock 28 

as thick as two short planks 9 
fall short of 59 

not be short of a bob or two 50 
parting shot 20 


put your shoulder to the wheel 42 
be head and shoulders above sb 18 
rub shoulders with sb 26 

show your hand 53 

steal the show 25 

worship at the altar / shrine / temple of 30 
shrouded in mystery 39 

shut up shop 29 

sick and tired 5 

sick to death of sth 56 

as sick as a parrot 17 

Look on the bright side. 12 

two sides of the same coin 50 

a memory like a sieve 23 

set your sights on 23 

silent majority 33 

silent partner 29 

as silent as the grave 9 

as smooth as silk 9 

every cloud has a silver lining 11 
sing from the same hymn sheet 45 
all-singing, all-dancing 51 

It's not over till the fat lady sings. 12 
sink like a stone 2 

fall for sb / sth hook, line and sinker 59 
have a sinking feeling 36 

sit on the fence 6 

sit on your hands 53 

a Catch-22 situation 22 

knock sb for six 19, 36 

at sixes and sevens 10 

That's about the size of it! 45 

get your skates on 12 

be (skating) on thin ice 42 

save your own skin 60 

blue-sky thinking 31 

shoot sky-high 30 

a slap in the face 37 

sleep on it 34 

not lose sleep over sth 34 
sleeping partner 29 

let sleeping dogs lie 38 

have sth up your sleeve 4 

wear your heart on your sleeve 54 
slog your guts out 29 

life in the slow lane 16 

a small fortune 47 

big fish in a small pond 30 

a smart move 40 

be all smiles 51 

as smooth as silk 9 
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The course of true love never did run smooth. 21 
So far, so good. 12 

for a song 32 

like a bear with a sore head 5 
Better safe than sorry. 11 

sort (out) the sheep from the goats 17 
the life and soul of the party 55 
safe and sound 1 

call a spade a spade 22 

spick and span 10 

throw a spanner in the works 24 
go spare 3 

no expense spared 32 

rein in spending 30 

Variety is the spice of life. 11 
spick and span 10 

send shivers down your spine 25 
spirit of adventure 5 

enter into the spirit of sth 35 
the spitting image 26 

split hairs 45 

for a split second 43 

throw in the sponge 19 

hit the spot 35 

a leopard can't change its spots 17 
be no spring chicken 52 

full of the joys of spring 35 

win your spurs 46 

a square meal 34 

be back to square one 6 
squeaky-clean 47 

be / take centre-stage 4 

set the scene / stage 41 

at stake 43 

stand out from the crowd 40 
stand your ground 38 

make your hair stand on end 21 
come to a standstill 16 
star-crossed lovers 21 

stark naked 47 

have stars in your eyes 35 

reach for the stars 42 

status quo 13 

steal a march on sb 15 

steal the show 25 

run out of steam 16 

step on it 16 

mind your step 57 

go / move / step up a gear 16 
stick in my mind 23 

stick two fingers up at sth 50 
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stick your neck out 42 
sticking point 38 

as stiff as a ramrod 2 

stone cold 47 

a heart of stone 54 

leave no stone unturned 20 
sink like a stone 2 

full stop 47 

a storm in a teacup 22 

any port in a storm 14 

go down a storm 46 

weather the storm 14 

end of (story) 8 

straight from the horse's mouth 17 
as straight as a ramrod 2 

on the straight and narrow 28 
be strapped for cash 32 

be a tower of strength 26 

do a stretch 28 

strike at the heart of 54 

have plenty of strings to your bow 27 
no strings attached 52 

pull the strings 33 

highly strung 27 

as stubborn as a mule 9 
There's no such thing as a free lunch. 52 
suck it and see 31 

You're teaching your grandmother to suck eggs! 23 
live out of a suitcase 55 

men in grey suits 33 

hard to swallow 58 

blood, sweat and tears 10 
sweep sth under the carpet 37 
go with a swing 35 

at one fell swoop 21 

fall on your sword 20 

the sword of Damocles 20 

it's all systems go 51 

bring to the table 31 

be like a dog with two tails 50 
take centre stage 4, 25 

take a nosedive 16, 30 

take a rain check 19 

take a shine to sb 1 

take each day as it comes 34 
take heart 54 

take it easy 12 

take matters into your own hands 60 
take your eye off the ball 37 
take your mind off it 57 

take sb for a ride 28 


take sb to the cleaner's 32 

take the biscuit / cake 7 

take the flak 4 

take the wind out of sb's sails 14 
take the words right out of my mouth 45 
take to the next level 30 

take years off sb 40 

take centre stage 4, 25 

give or take 10 

not take no for an answer 52 

be taken aback 14 

It takes two to tango. 11, 50 

live to tell the tale 55 

marathon talks 39 

It takes two to tango. 11, 50 
teach sb a lesson 23 

You can't teach an old dog new tricks 23 
You're teaching your grandmother to suck eggs! 23 
a storm in a teacup 22 

wear and tear 10 

blood, sweat and tears 10 

it will all end in tears 44 

reduce to tears 36 

shed crocodile tears 17 

get your teeth into sth 18 
teething troubles 18 

tell me about it 45 

live to tell the tale 55 

time will tell 44 

worship at the altar / shrine / temple of 30 
tempt fate 42 

a contradiction in terms 41 

in no uncertain terms 52 
uncharted territory / waters 4 

as thick as thieves 9 

as thick as two short planks 9 
through thick and thin 26 

the plot thickens 44 

as thick as thieves 9 

as thin as a rake 9 

be (skating) on thin ice 42 
through thick and thin 26 
Hindsight is a wonderful thing. 12 
not be your thing 36 

There's no such thing as a free lunch. 52 
be all things to all men 51 

think outside the box 31 

think twice 42 

blue-sky thinking 31 

joined-up thinking 31 

| thought as much. 44 


be batting a thousand 7 

Two’s company, three’s a crowd. 50 
the power behind the throne 33 
throw a lifeline 30 

throw a spanner in the works 24 
throw in the sponge 19 

throw money down the drain 32 
throw sb a curveball 7 

throw the book at 28 

| wouldn’t trust sb as far as | could throw them 44 
fingers and thumbs 10 

a face like thunder 9 

tick all the boxes 31 

neat and tidy 10 

tie the knot 5 

sb’s hands are tied 53 

a paper tiger 46 

in a tight corner 37 

run a tight ship 3, 14 

have your hand in the till 28 
time after time 10 

time will tell 44 

ahead of its time 40 

allin good time 51 

an all-time high / low 51 

at this moment in time 31 

big time 8 

do time 28 

have the time of your life 55 

in next to no time 52 

in your own time 60 

live on borrowed time 55 

no time like the present 52 

not give sb the time of day 26 
play for time 48 

There’s no time like the present. 40, 44 
fall on hard times 58, 59 

it does exactly what it says on the tin 8 
the tip of the iceberg 5 

sick and tired 5 

toe the line 38 

make sb’s toes curl 18 

tread on sb’s toes 18 

get your act together 6 

not have two pennies to rub together 50 
put our heads together 18 

all told 51 

every Tom, Dick and Harry 5 

like there’s no tomorrow 52 

get your tongue round sth 18 
hold / bite your tongue 18 


English Idioms in Use Advanced 


177 


too clever by half 49 

too much information! 8 

at the top of the ladder 29 

be torn 45 

war-torn country 39 

argue the toss 38 

touch base 31 

lose your touch 37 

the Midas touch 20 

tough it out 42 

tow the line 38 

be a tower of strength 26 

an ivory tower 22 

go out on the town 34 

track record 29 

back on track 16 

have a one-track mind 57 

on track 23 

do a roaring trade 29 

gravy train 33 

a death trap 56 

fall into the trap of 59 

tread on sb's toes 18 

tread the boards 24 

go down a treat 35 

be barking up the wrong tree 45 
can't see the wood for the trees 37 
You can't teach an old dog new tricks 23 
trim your sails 42 

a Trojan horse 20 

pour oil on troubled waters 45 
teething troubles 18 

lay it on with a trowel 21 

a dream come true 35 

The course of true love never did run smooth. 21 
play your ace / trump card 19 
blow your own trumpet 60 
come up trumps 46 

| wouldn't trust sb as far as | could throw them 44 
truth will out 12 

turn over a new leaf 42 

turn the other cheek 20 

do a U-turn 16 

done to a turn 34 

poacher turned gamekeeper 28 
a page-turner 25 

that's a turn-up for the books 43 
think twice 42 

a twinkle in your father's eye 26 
in the twinkling of an eye 21 
two can play at that game 50 
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two heads are better than one 50 
two sides of the same coin 50 
two's company, three's a crowd. 50 
as thick as two short planks 9 
bring sb down a peg or two 50 
be in two minds 45 

be like a dog with two tails 50 

be like two peas in a pod 50 

be two a penny 50 

be two of a kind 50 

cut both / two ways 50 

have two left feet 50 

It takes two to tango. 11, 50 

not be short of a bob or two 50 
not have two pennies to rub together 50 
put / stick two fingers up at sth 50 
that makes two of us 50 

do a U-turn 16 

in no uncertain terms 52 
uncharted territory / waters 4 
uneasy peace 39 

leave no stone unturned 20 

have the upper hand 53 

upset the apple cart 42 

that makes two of us 50 

Variety is the spice of life. 11 
Nothing ventured, nothing gained. 11 
burst a blood vessel 36 

a Pyrrhic victory 20 

C'est la vie. 13 

a lone voice 45 

grey vote 33 

wade through 25 

wait in the wings 25 

play a / the waiting game 48 

in sb's / sth's wake 14 

in the wake of sb / sth 14 

go to the wall 29 

like nailing jelly to a wall 8 

see the writing on the wall 20 
wax and wane 10 

war-torn country 39 

All’s fair in love and war. 11 

be on the warpath 15 

watch with half an eye 49 

mind / watch your back 57 
water under the bridge 38 

dead in the water 56 

You can lead a horse to water (but you can't make 
him drink). 12 

pour oil on troubled waters 45 


uncharted territory / waters 4 

be on the same wavelength 6 

wax and wane 10 

bluff your way 4 

go back a long way 26 

laugh all the way to the bank 32 
learn the hard way 58 

point the way to 41 

Where there's a will there's a way. 11 
cut both / two ways 50 

go their own ways 60 

wear and tear 10 

wear your heart on your sleeve 54 
weather the storm 14 

a fair-weather friend 26 

on a weekly basis 31 

cry / weep buckets 7 

outstay your welcome 34 

You may well ask! 44 

a wet blanket 26 

double whammy 46 

what is the world coming to? 44 

it does exactly what it says on the tin 8 
Whatever floats your boat! 8 

at / behind the wheel 16 

put your shoulder to the wheel 42 
reinvent the wheel 24 

oil the wheels 24 

set the wheels in motion 24 

when all's said and done 43 

cross that bridge when you come to it 42 
l'll believe it when I see it. 12 

where there's a will there's a way. 11 
put your money where your mouth is 42 
not know whether you're coming or going 34 
the cat's whiskers 17 

black and white 10 

a whizz kid 27 

a whole new ball game 19 

go the whole hog 22 

not the whole picture 41 

give sb / sth a wide berth 14 

wild horses couldn't make me 36 

a wild-goose chase 21 

beyond your wildest dreams 40 
battle of wills 15 

win by a landslide 33 


win hands down 53 

win your spurs 46 

run like the wind 9 

take the wind out of sb's sails 14 
receive a windfall 30 

have a window 31 

clip sb's wings 5 

wait in the wings 24 

the conventional wisdom 41 

It's easy to be wise after the event. 12 
within an inch of your life 55 

a wolf in sheep's clothing 17 

cry wolf 17 

a man / woman of many parts 27 
Hindsight is a wonderful thing. 12 
can't see the wood for the trees 37 
dead wood 56 

pull the wool over sb's eyes 28 
word for word 23 

from the word go 43 

Mum’s the word. 12 

at a loss for words 5 

take the words right out of my mouth 45 
work like a dog 9 

donkey / grunt work 7 

make hard work of 58 

Nice work if you can get it! 44 
throw a spanner in the works 24 

a world of difference 40, 45 

dead to the world 56 

go up in the world 2 

be / live in a dream world 55 

do yourself the world of good 40 
What is the world coming to? 44 

a fate worse than death 56 
worship at the altar / shrine / temple of 30 
not be worth a dime 7 

lick your wounds 2 

see the writing on the wall 20 

be barking up the wrong tree 45 
don't get me wrong 44 

fall into the wrong hands 59 
You're not wrong! 45 

be light years away from sth 24 
take years off sb 40 

catch some z's 7 
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English Phrasal Verbs in Use Advanced 


Using this book 


Why was this book written? 


It was written to help you take your knowledge of phrasal verbs to a more advanced level. It is 
intended for students who already have at least an upper intermediate level of English. Many 

of you will have already worked with English Phrasal Verbs in Use Intermediate and this book 
builds on the work done there. However, it does not matter if you have gained your knowledge 
of phrasal verbs in a different way. We do not assume that you have used English Phrasal Verbs in 
Use Intermediate, although we do present and practise either different phrasal verbs in this book 
or, occasionally, more advanced uses of verbs that were presented in the lower level book. 


How were the phrasal verbs in this book selected? 


The approximately 1,000 phrasal verbs and related nouns and adjectives which are presented in this 
book were mainly selected from those identified as significant by the CANCODE corpus of spoken 
English developed at the University of Nottingham in association with Cambridge University Press, 
and the Cambridge International Corpus (now known as the Cambridge English Corpus) of written 
and spoken English. The phrasal verbs selected are accordingly also to be found in the Cambridge 
Dictionary online by going to the following website: http://dictionary.cambridge.org 


How is the book organised? 


The book has 60 two-page units. The left-hand page explains the phrasal verbs that are presented 
in the unit. You will usually find an explanation of the meaning of the phrasal verb, an example of 
itin use and, where appropriate, some comments on when and how it is used. The exercises on 
the right-hand page check that you have understood the information on the left-hand page and 
give you practice in using the material presented. 


The units are organised into different sections. 


First we start with important information about phrasal verbs in general (Units 1-4): what they 
are, how their grammar works and so on. We strongly recommend that you do these units first. 


The next section looks at some interesting aspects of more advanced phrasal verbs, dealing with 
such important issues as collocation, register and metaphor. As these are themes that are returned to 
throughout the book, it is a good idea to work through these units before progressing to other more 
specific units. 


After these two introductory sections, there is a section dealing with some of the most common 
particles used in forming phrasal verbs. Working on these units will help you to gain a feeling for 
the force of these particles and will help you have a feeling for the meaning of a phrasal verb you 
are meeting for the first time. 


The next two sections deal with Concepts (e.g. Time) and Functions (e.g. Arranging things). These 
sections are followed by a large number of topic-based units focusing on different aspects of 
Work, Personal life and The world around us. 


The final section looks at some of the most common verbs which are used to form phrasal verbs. 


The book has a key to all the exercises so that you can check your answers. At the back of the 
book you will also find a useful Mini dictionary. This provides clear definitions of all the phrasal 
verbs and related noun and adjective forms that appear in this book. The Mini dictionary also 
indicates the unit number where you can find a particular phrasal verb. 


How should I use this book? 


It is strongly recommended that you work through Units 1-4 first so that you become familiar 
with the way phrasal verbs (and their associated nouns and adjectives) operate and with the 
terminology that is used in the rest of the book. Then we suggest that you move on to Units 5-8 
and after that you may work on the units in any order that suits you. 
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What else do | need in order to work with this book? 


You need a notebook or file so that you can write down the phrasal verbs that you study in the 
book as well as any others that you come across elsewhere. 


You also need to have access to a good dictionary. We strongly recommend the Cambridge 
Phrasal Verbs Dictionary as this gives you exactly the kind of information that you need to have 
about phrasal verbs. Your teacher, however, may also be able to recommend other dictionaries 
that you may find useful. 


So all that remains is to say Go for it! (Unit 30). We hope you'll find this an enjoyable as well as a 
useful way to keep up and extend your knowledge of English phrasal verbs in use. 
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Phrasal verbs: what are they and how 


are they used? 


What are phrasal verbs? 

Phrasal verbs are verbs that consist of a verb and a particle (a preposition or adverb) or a verb 
and two particles (an adverb and a preposition, as in get on with or look forward to). They 
are identified by their grammar (more about that in Unit 2), but it is probably best to think of 
them as individual vocabulary items, to be learnt in phrases or chunks. They often - but not 
always - have a one-word equivalent. For example, you can come across a new phrasal verb 
or you can encounter it. You can pick up a language or you can acquire it. Come across and 
pick up sound less literary or formal than encounter or acquire. 


Why are phrasal verbs important? 


Phrasal verbs are extremely common in English. They are found in a wide variety of contexts. 
You may have noticed them in songs, for example the Beatles’ Pll get by with a little help from my 
friends or Roll over Beethoven, Bob Marley's Get up, stand up and Red Hot Chili Peppers' Knock 
me down. You find them in film titles such as The Empire Strikes Back, Spirited Away, Along Came 
Polly or Cast Away. They are very frequent in newspaper headlines. Here are just a few examples: 


Country's misplaced pride Cricket: England 


holds back its democracy holds out for a draw 


lem m 
educ opes Turner adds up likely cost of pensions 
to a covet-up 


Phrasal verbs are common in less formal English, but you will also hear or see and need to use 
them in more formal contexts. Register is discussed in more detail in Unit 6. 


Which phrasal verbs does this book deal with? 


This book is based on information gained from the Cambridge International Corpus (a huge 
computerised database of present-day English) about phrasal verbs and how they are used in 
contemporary English. It focuses on phrasal verbs more advanced students need to know - but in 
general does not deal with the verbs in the lower level English Phrasal Verbs in Use Intermediate. 
It includes phrasal nouns such as standby or onset (see Unit 3) and phrasal adjectives such as 
outgoing or worn out (see Unit 4). 


What can I do to help myself master phrasal verbs? 


Try to think positively about them! And, now you are at a more advanced level, try not just to 
understand them but also to use them in your own speaking and writing. 


Keep an eye open for them whenever you are reading anything in English and make a note of 
any interesting ones you find. Write them down in a complete phrase or a sentence to fix in 
your mind how they are used. 


Be aware that one of the special features of phrasal verbs is that some of them have many 
different meanings - for example, you can pick something up from the floor, you can pick up 
a language or bad habits, the weather can pick up, you can pick up a bargain, a radio can 
pick up a signal, the economy can pick up, you can pick up a story where you left it, you can 
pick someone up in your car. Sometimes the meanings are clearly related, some being more 
literal and some more metaphorical. Unit 7 deals with this in more detail. 


In this book we may not present all the meanings of the verbs that are included. You may find 
others in English Phrasal Verbs in Use Intermediate and there are still more in the Cambridge 
Phrasal Verbs Dictionary. 
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1.1 


1.2 


1.3 
EE Cambridge 


“a Dictionary 


dictionary.cambridge.org 


1.4 


Exercises 


Underline the phrasal verbs in these texts. Remember the particle or preposition may 
not be immediately next to the verb. 


1 | decided to take up gardening, so | took out a subscription to a gardening magazine and read up 
on the subject. | found out so many interesting things, such as the best time to plant flowers out 
for the summer and how to grow vegetables. I’ve really got into it now and spend hours in the 
garden every weekend. 

2 The other day we went off on a hike in the mountains. We put our wet-weather gear on as the 
weather forecast wasn't good. We set off early to avoid the rush hour and soon reached the 
starting point for our walk. The whole walk took about four hours, and when we got back we were 
exhausted. 

3 | have to catch up on my coursework this weekend as I’ve fallen behind a bit. | worked on it 
till midnight last night, but I still have loads to do. | have to hand one essay in on Tuesday and 
another one on Friday. I’m not sure whether I'll make it, but I'll try. 


Choose the correct particle to finish these song titles. 


1 Can't get you off from / outof / away from my head (Kylie Minogue) 
2 Hold you against / down / at (Jennifer Lopez) 

3 We can work it with / across / out (The Beatles) 

4 Send from / in / with the clowns (Barbra Streisand) 


Complete the sentences in the right-hand column with a phrasal noun or adjective 
based on the phrasal verbs in the left-hand column. Use a dictionary if necessary, and 
remember that the particle may come at the beginning or end of the noun or adjective. 


1 | The school took in some outstanding students Last year's... included some 


last year. 


outstanding students. 


2 | Some prisoners broke out of the local prison 


There was a(n) aaaeei at the local 


last night. prison last night. 
3 | It was an experience that put everyone off. ItWasS alli) cedere ERE ERIS experience. 
4 | She always speaks out and gives her opinion. She Is Very icis massis à 
5 | Alorry which had broken down was blocking 1 EE E E Tes lorry was blocking the 
the road. road. 


1 BIG SHAKE-UP EXPECTED IN EDUCATION 


2 | MINISTER DENIES COVER-UP 


3 | LOCKOUT CONTINUES AT AVIATION PLANT 
4 | BREAKAWAY GROUP TO FORM NEW PARTY 


The dispute is now in its fifth week. 


c 
d 
e 


There will be major changes at all levels. 


) 
) 
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a) 
b) Unity was no longer possible, a spokesperson said. 
) The event happened at 7.45 p.m. with no warning. 


There was no attempt to hide the truth, claimed Pamela Harding. 


Grammar of phrasal verbs 


Phrasal verbs with and without objects 
Some phrasal verbs take an object (transitive); others do not take an object (intransitive). 


with object (transitive) no object (intransitive) 

They're knocking down the old hotel. The path branched off! to the river. 
The plumber soon sorted out the shower problem. The noise of the train died away. 
She tied her hair back so she could swim faster. In the winter the lake froze over. 


! if a road or path branches off, it goes in another direction 


Some verbs can be used both with and without an object, but the meaning may change. Use 
the context to decide if the verb has a different meaning from the one you are familiar with. 


Polly and Beth were so clever the teacher moved them up to a higher class. (with object) 
Polly and Beth moved up to a higher class. (no object = same meaning) 

| can drop you off at the station. (with object = drive you somewhere and leave you there) 

| was sitting in the armchair and | dropped off. (no object = fell asleep, different meaning) 


Some verbs must have two objects, one after the verb and one after the particle. 


| always associate that song with our holiday in Jamaica. 
Playing tennis for three hours every evening after school deprived her of her youth. 


Position of the object 
In many cases, the particle may come before or after the object. 


The teacher marked the student down / marked down the student because her bibliography 
wasn’t up to standard. 


Very long objects usually come after the particle. 


The accident cut off domestic and industrial water and electricity supplies. 
When the object is a personal pronoun, the pronoun always comes before the particle. 


noun object personal pronoun object 
| picked my parents up / picked up my parents and l'll pick you up at 5.30. (Not: PI-pick up-yeu- 
drove them to the airport. at5.30.) 


Some verbs (sometimes called prepositional verbs) must have the object after the particle, 
even if itis a pronoun. A good dictionary will tell you if this is so. 


We've had to contend with a lot of problems lately. (Not: contend a lot of problems with) 
[deal with a difficult or unpleasant situation] 


You probably already know some of these verbs (look for, look after, cope with). 


Three-part verbs 
Some phrasal verbs have three parts - the verb and two particles. The object comes last. 


| will not put up with such bad behaviour. [tolerate] 


Other examples include look forward to, look down on, get on with, catch up on [do 
something you did not have time to do earlier], face up to [accept that a difficult or 
unpleasant situation exists]. 


English Phrasal Verbs in Use Advanced 


2.1 


2.2 


2.3 


2.4 


Exercises 


Look at A. Do these sentences need an object? If they do, add an appropriate one in the 
correct place. 


EXAMPLE Last summer we knocked down. 


Yes. Knock down is transitive; it needs an object. 
Last summer we knocked down the old shed in our garden. 


oU» 0h) rn 


The sound of the violin slowly died away. 

If you're ready to leave now, | can drop off at your office. 

The river in St Petersburg freezes over for several months each year. 

My son is so good at English that | think the teacher should move up to the advanced class. 
| associate with that evening we spent together in Rome. 

| was so tired that | dropped off in front of the TV. 


Put the words in the correct order to make sentences. If you can do it in two different 
ways, then do so. 


OU» 0) hN rnP| 


pick / off / you / work / the / | / and / can / at / you / from / airport / up / drop / then 

from / that / put / teacher / she / The / not / would / said / with / such / up / class / rudeness / her 
villages / The / off / several / have / mountains / in / cut / the / floods 

your / doesn't / the / improve / down / If / will / spelling / mark / examiners / you 

always / Margot / to / with / all / seems / her / cheerfully / problems / cope 


Rewrite each sentence using the verb in brackets in an appropriate form. 


1 


2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
T 
8 
9 
10 


l'll have to ask my daughter to get my Internet connection working. (SORT) 

| was so tired after work that | fell asleep in the train on the way home. (DROP) 

| was given a lower mark because my essay was over the word limit. (MARK) 

Jason has no right to despise me - he's no better than | am. (Look) 

Lara doesn't have a good relationship with one of her flatmates. (GET) 

You have to accept the fact that you will probably never see each other again. (FACE) 

Maria has got a new job taking care of an old lady. (Look) 

If you don't let the children get enough sleep, they won't be able to concentrate at school. (DEPRIVE) 
In Lapland we had to manage in some difficult driving conditions. (CONTEND) 

The road to our house leaves the main road just after the service station. (BRANCH) 


Write answers to these questions using the phrasal verb in brackets. 


1 
2 
3 


4 


uo 


What are your plans for the summer holidays? (LOOK FORWARD TO) 

What homework have you got to do this weekend? (CATCH UP ON) 

If you’ve been away somewhere by train and arrive back late, how do you usually get home from 
the station? (PICK UP) 

What is your favourite album and why do you like it? (ASSOCIATE WITH) 

What sorts of things make you feel stressed? (CONTEND WITH) 

How easy do you find it to fall asleep at night? (DROP OFF) 


Over to 


Look up these verbs in your dictionary: associate with, deprive of, contend with and face up to. 


How does your dictionary give information about the structures that these verbs require? What 
nouns do these verbs typically combine with according to the examples in your dictionary? 
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Phrasal nouns 


What are phrasal nouns? 
Like phrasal verbs, phrasal nouns consist of a verb combined with a particle. The particle may 
come before or after the verb. 


phrasal noun | meaning example 
standby ready to be used My wife's a pilot and she's on standby over the weekend. 
itnecessary We're keeping the old equipment as a standby, in case of emergencies. 
letdown disappointment | had been looking forward to the concert for weeks, but it turned out 
to be a terrible letdown. 
back-up support Nicholas can provide technical back-up if you need it. 
warm-up preparation The comedian who did the warm-up for the studio audience before 
the TV programme started was excellent. 
onset start (of something | The match was halted by the onset of torrential rain. 
unpleasant) 
input contribution Try to come to the meeting - we'd value your input. 
overkill more of something | Shall! add some more decorations to the cake or would that be overkill? 


than is needed 


Some such nouns have a corresponding phrasal verb, but some don't. For example, there 
is no phrasal verb te-kilLever. The phrasal verb set on exists but it means attack. The verb 
related to onset is set in: We couldn't continue playing after the rain set in. 


If the particle is in first place, then the phrasal noun is never written with a hyphen. If 
the particle comes second, then there is sometimes a hyphen between the two parts of 
the phrasal noun, particularly if that particle is in or up or if the phrasal noun is relatively 
infrequent, e.g. walk-on [small part, with no words, in a play], stand-off. 


When are phrasal nouns used? 
Phrasal nouns are used frequently in newspapers and informal conversation. 


! person hiding in order to travel 3 strike 
failure to reach agreement increase in size or strength 


N 
A 


Annie Who do you think will get the job - Lily Did you have a good time at 
Paul or Elsa? football last night? 

Finn | don’t know. It's a toss-up. David Yes, but we didn’t have a real game, 
[(informal) both seem equally likely] just a knockabout. 


The stress is on the first syllable in these nouns regardless of whether this is the verb or the particle. 
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3.1 


3.2 


3.3 


3.4 


dictionary.cambridge.org 


Exercises 


Complete these sentences using a phrasal noun from A opposite. 


1 Theseus of winter meant that there was less food for the animals and birds. 

2 | thought having a 45-piece orchestra at their wedding really was ....................... , personally. 

3 The police officer radioed for ....................... before entering the bank. 

4 Let's ask Joel what he thinks. | always find his ....................... very useful in these matters. 

5 TV producers find that studio audiences react better if they have a... to watch before 
a live programme. 

6 Our holiday in the Mediterranean was a bit of a... . The hotel was second-rate and the 


food was awful. 
7 Although Cameron usually rides his new road bike to school now, he's kept his old bike as 
does eden . 


Rewrite these sentences, starting with the cues given, using phrasal nouns from the 
opposite page instead of the underlined words. 


1 Two men who had stowed away in the container were arrested when police opened it. 
The police opened the container and .............. sss 
2 Negotiations with union members broke down after a couple of hours. 


UDIJCOUECCL RE HMM ERE 
3 The management bought out the company in 2014. 

Duc ag o IH" ——————————————Á———— 
4 Last night all the workers walked out and the factory was forced to close. 

There was arniarna renea T —-———-——eem 
5 Military forces are continuing to build up on both sides of the border. 

THET ae eer E a E EN N 


Correct the mistakes with the phrasal nouns in these sentences. 


1 There has been a stand-up for several days now in the talks between the government and the 
rebels. Neither side will make any concessions. 

2 Last year there were 15,000 new Internet business start-offs, most of which only survived for a few 
months. 

3 After years without releasing an album, Madeleine Flame has staged a comeagain with her new 
collection of love songs. 


4 Holly Have you decided where you're going this summer? 


Flora Not really. It's a toss-over whether it'll be Italy or Greece. 


5 | met Nasser and we just had a knockover on the college football pitch for half an hour. 


Choose the correct phrasal noun in each sentence. Use a dictionary if necessary. 


Putout / Output has increased this year and the factory is doing well. 

One of the robbers acted as lookout / outlook while the others robbed the bank. 

There was a sudden pourdown / downpour and we all got very wet. 

The breakout / outbreak of war in 1914 changed Europe for ever. 

Lift-off / Off-lift is scheduled for 07.00 on Friday and the astronauts will arrive at the space station 
later that day. 

There was a break-in / an in-break at our office last night. Two computers were stolen. 


O10 N rm| 


o 
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Phrasal adjectives 


Some phrasal verbs have related adjectives. Make a note of these as you meet them. 


phrasal verb | adjective | meaning example 
go on ongoing | onewhich continues | We've had an ongoing problem with the computer system. 
wear out worn out | weak, damaged She was wearing old, worn-out shoes. 


through much use 


break down | broken- one that has In our garage we've got an old broken-down fridge. 
down stopped working 


However, this is not the case for all such adjectives. We can say 'that way of thinking is very 
outdated; but there is no related verb te-date-eut; we can say 'the restaurant was really 
overpriced’, but there is no phrasal verb te-price-ever (the verb is ‘to overprice’). 


Note the phrasal adjectives in these extracts from people talking about their dreams and ambitions. 


I’m an outgoing sort of person, so | want a career where | mix with people. 

To be honest, | find the idea of a desk job quite off-putting’; | just don't 

think I’d like it at all. l'd love to do something new, something 
completely different. 

1 makes you not like it or not want to do it 

I’ve always been very outspoken. I’m never afraid to express my opinion, 
so | think a job campaigning for an environmental organisation would 

\ suit me. I would never accept any watered-down? proposals and 

would make some very direct demands of our political leaders. 


2 made less strong in order to make more people agree with them 


| always feel completely tired out at the end of the day in my present job 

and just want to sleep. Instead of feeling cheerful after a good 

weekend, | always feel quite downcast? every Monday when the 

new week starts, so | want something new and more stimulating, 

preferably with a more go-ahead company which will bring interest 
and excitement into my work. 


3 


sad and depressed 


Here are some more examples in small advertisements and announcements. 


Forthcoming‘ events Live-in nanny wanted Caravan for sale: built- 


at the City Stadium for 3-year-old. in fridge, freezer and 
satellite TV 


^ happening in the near 


future Fold-up picnic chair For rent, cosy one-room flat 
for sale. As new. with foldaway bed. Ideal 
for student. 


When you come across a phrasal adjective, check to see whether it has a ‘matching’ verb and, if so, 
learn the two together. 
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4.2 


4.3 


4.4 


4.5 


Exercises 


Replace the adjective in each sentence with a phrasal adjective with the opposite 
meaning. 


There was a new carpet on the stairs. 

The newsletter has a list of recent activities at the tennis club. 

What's happened? You're looking very cheerful! 

Unlike her sister, Emily is very introverted. 

| find the cover of this novel very attractive, don't you? 

It doesn't matter what time of day it is, Polina always looks fresh. 

We are not in the habit of going to such cheap restaurants. 

When you meet my boss | think you'll find her surprisingly uncommunicative. 


ANA ABRWN Ee 


What do these pictures show? 


Dd —m! chair 
2: 'Qstutoiiebus ied car 
3 A asa ET oven 
DR EE bed 


Answer these questions about the words on the opposite page. 


In what kind of room might it be particularly useful to have a foldaway bed? 
What kind of job would not be suitable for a very outspoken person? 


What kind of job requires you to be outgoing? 

What kind of problem tends to be ongoing? 

What might you find off-putting if you are having a meal in a restaurant? 
What sorts of things do you think are often overpriced? 


c NAOn 4» C) N20 2 


Match the pairs of synonyms in the box below. 


Here are some more phrasal adjectives. Work out from the context what they mean and 
rewrite the sentences replacing the underlined words with a word or phrase that means 


the same. 


1 Ifthe union doesn't accept our terms, what should we have as our fallback position? 
2 Clara always feels left out when her brother's friends come round to play. 

3 Julian is usually chatty but his sister is not very forthcoming. 

4 You shouldn't get so worked up about every little thing. 

5 Zack met me at the airport with outstretched arms. 
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Can you think of one advantage and one disadvantage for parents of having a live-in nanny? 


When might you want to give a watered-down version of something that happened to you? 
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Collocation and phrasal verbs 


Why is collocation important? 

Collocation means the way words combine with one another. When learning a phrasal verb, it 
is important to note what kinds of words the verb is typically used with. For example, can it be 
used for both people and things, or only for people, or only for things? Is it typically used with 
negative things or can it be used for both positive and negative things? 


Look at this chart for the verb pore over [study or look carefully at something] and note how 
the objects it is used with refer especially to books or documents. 


pore over 


a document 


a list of names 
a manuscript 


Making a note of collocations in this way will help you remember the meaning of the phrasal 
verb. It is a good idea to learn the verb and its typical collocations as chunks of language. This 
will help you to speak and write more fluently. 


Collocations with positive or negative/problematic things 
Make a note if a phrasal verb collocates especially with positive or negative things. 


“| typical/correct collocation X| untypical/wrong collocation 


The plan was riddled with problems [/] good ideas [x]. 
The rain [7] The traffic |V] The fine weather [x] has eased off/up now. 
After hours of discussion, we hit on a good idea |v] the solution |] a stupid plan 


x 


Collocations with objects denoting people or things 


Make a note if a phrasal verb collocates especially with objects denoting people or things, or 
both. 


I’ve really gone off Sienna V| cheese /! recently. 
l'd advise you to keep in with the boss |V] Andrew Iv] the exam system |X]. 


Collocations with subjects denoting people or things 


Make a note if a phrasal verb collocates especially with subjects denoting people or things, or 
both. 


As we opened the door, water streamed into the room. | 
People were streaming into the meeting. V 
I have to dash off. | have a meeting in ten minutes. iV 
The car dashed off along the motorway. |X! [headed off / drove off at high speed would 
be more typical] 


Collocations with particular situations 
Make a note of particular situations a phrasal verb typically refers to. 


He just sailed through his exams |V| the interview |V| his breakfast |X]. [sail through is 
used with challenging things and situations] 

| was always hankering after an easier life |V] sweet food while | was on a diet V 
passing my exams |X]. [hanker after is most often used with things we cannot or should 
not have] 
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5.4 


Exercises 


Answer the following questions. 


1 
2 


3 
4 
5 


What does the word collocation mean? 
Which of these are correct collocations? 


a) pore over a book 

b) pore over a view 

C) pore over a manuscript 
d) pore over a flower 

e) pore over a list of names 


What do the nouns that collocate with pore over have in common? 
Why is it helpful to learn phrasal verbs in collocations? 
What sorts of things might you note down about what a phrasal verb collocates with? 


Do the sentences below show appropriate collocations or not? 


i 
2 
3 
4 
5 


When we took our old dog to the vet, she discovered he was riddled with disease. 
The pain in his leg seems to be beginning to ease off now. 

You can always rely on Joseph to hit on an idea that will never work. 

| used to enjoy that TV series but I’ve gone off it a bit now. 

It’s usually a good idea to keep in with your bank account. 


Complete these sentences using the correct particles. 


i 
2 


BR WwW 


There is no point in hankering................. your lost youth. 

When her housemate rang to say that water was streaming................. the basement, Maria 
dashed ................ to the station to catch a train home. 

| always find job interviews really difficult, but my brother seems to sail ................. them. 

We'll have to cut down that tree - it's riddled ................. disease. 

When my sister was pregnant she drank a lot of milk, but she completely went ................. tea 
and coffee. 

Liam was bullied a bit when he started school, but it seems to have eased ................. now. 

You should apologise to Juliette's mother. It's sensible to keep ................ sss your future 
in-laws. 


Rewrite each sentence using the verb in brackets in an appropriate form. 


O10 N rm| 


Helena easily passed her driving test. (SAIL) 

| really don’t like coffee any more. (Go) 

The wind is less strong than it was now. (EASE) 

If | have a problem, | find a walk by the sea often helps me to find a solution. (HIT) 
Masses of people entered the shop as soon as it opened, hoping to find a bargain in the 
sale. (STREAM) 

There are a lot of holes in his argument. (RIDDLE) 


Over to 


Look back at any other phrasal verbs you have recently written in your vocabulary notebooks. 


Write them down in some typical collocations. You will find these in the example sentences of a 
good dictionary, e.g. the Cambridge Phrasal Verbs Dictionary. 
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Register 


Phrasal verbs in the English lexicon 
The word register is often used to refer to whether a word is formal or informal. It can also be 
used to refer to the language associated with a particular job or interest. 


English vocabulary is particularly rich because it combines a large vocabulary originating from 
Anglo-Saxon roots with a large vocabulary originating from Latin or French. This means that English 
often has words with very similar meanings from each of these sources. To give a phrasal verb 
example, you can put forward or propose an idea, where put forward (like the majority of phrasal 
verbs) has a typical Anglo-Saxon etymology, whereas propose is of Latin origin. It is interesting to 
note that propose comes from the Latin prefix pro- [= forward] added to the Latin root -pose [= put]; 
there are many other examples of where the Latin etymology parallels the etymology of its phrasal 
verb equivalent. Words of Latin or French origin tend to be more formal and so ‘proposing an idea’ is 
found more frequently in formal written English than in informal spoken English. 


Although phrasal verbs are typical of more informal English, many - like put forward, for 
example - will also be found in neutral or formal as well as informal contexts. Most phrasal 
verbs are like this. Some phrasal verbs, however, are only used in either informal or formal 
situations. We indicate throughout the book when this is the case. 


Informal phrasal verbs 
Serge How's things, Jessie? Is work OK these days? 


Jessica Not really. Sophie's gunning for! me. I think she's after my job. | mucked up? 
an important deal yesterday and she was so thrilled! 


Serge Don't pay any attention to her. 


Jessica — I know, but the trouble is Tim’s ganged up with? her now too. So it's got much 
worse. They hang around‘ together in every break and after work too. If Sophie 
doesn't shoot down? one of my ideas, Tim does. 


Serge Well, they're asking for? trouble, aren't they? You know your boss respects you, 
don't you? 


Jessica Yes, | couldn't ask for’ a better boss, that's for sure. But she's got more 
important things on her plate than sorting out petty office squabbles. 


5 
6 


1 (only used in continuous) trying to cause criticise strongly 


trouble for somebody (only used in continuous) behaving in a 
? did very badly with way that is sure to create problems for them 
3 formed a group to act against me 7 couldn't ever find, because this person 
^ spend a lot of time (with) (or thing) is the best of their kind 


Formal phrasal verbs 

In the first five examples below, the base verb is in itself formal. The base verb here is of Latin 
rather than Anglo-Saxon origin. In the final three examples, it is the specific usage rather than 
the base verb which is formal. 


The authorities finally acceded to his request for a work permit. [agreed to] 

We will attend to your request in due course. [deal with] 

He ascribes his success to hard work in his youth. [explains] 

The presence of the gene may predispose a person to heart disease. [make more likely] 
James Hansen is to preside over the government inquiry. [be in charge of] 

Some new facts have emerged which bear on the Smith case. [are connected to] 

The castaways had to call on all their strength to survive. [use] 

All her life the princess had never wanted for anything. [needed] 
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[E^ Cambridge 


Dictionary 


dictionary.cambridge.org 


6.4 


Exercises 


Replace the phrasal verbs in the letter with verbs from the box to make it more formal. 


eee Es Reply Forward 


Dear Mr Janes, 


Thank you for your letter of 23 May going on about the bad service you experienced at this 
hotel. | promise you we will look into the problem at once and get back to you as soon as 
possible. We always try to go for the highest standards of service, and if we have failed to live 
up to those standards we will immediately seek to sort out the situation. Meanwhile we hope 
you will go on making Miromana Hotels your first choice for all your business and leisure travel. 


Yours sincerely, 
G. H. Logan (General Manager) 


Now do the opposite with these sentences. Use phrasal verbs from the box to make the 
sentences less formal. Use a dictionary if necessary. 


Will you attend to Aunt Elsie while | go and get the children’s supper ready? 

He explored the subject in great detail in his lecture. 

When the president died his son assumed the title of Great Leader. 

| like her. Do you think | should invite her to go out with me? 

During the war he defected to the enemy side and was killed in action. 

She purchased all the shares in the company last year. 

The local newspaper published a story about a strange animal seen in the city park. 
| think I'll visit my grandfather on the way home from work. 

The deal collapsed at the last minute. 

| managed to survive on about €70 a day when | was travelling. 


OANA 01 43» UNBE 


Hd 
© 


Which professional registers are these phrasal verbs associated with? Put each of them 
into one of the three categories below. Use a dictionary if necessary. 


computers and technology academic lectures/writing money and business 


Rewrite each sentence using the word in brackets in an appropriate form. 


1 Despite his family’s poverty, Alfie always has everything he needs. (WANT) 

2 You must inform the police if you have evidence relating to the case. (BEAR) 
3 Jack will have to use all his ingenuity to resolve the situation. (CALL) 

4 The president believes his party's victory is due to his leadership. (ASCRIBE) 
5 The manager will deal with your enquiry without delay. (ATTEND) 
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Meaning and metaphor 


Multiple meanings 
Many phrasal verbs have more than one meaning. Often, the basic meaning relates to some physical 
action, while other meanings are metaphorical (i.e. they are figurative, not literal). For example, the 
meanings in the grey boxes below are literal and the others are figurative. 


phrasal verb 


definition of phrasal verb 


hit sth/sb with a moving vehicle and injure 
or kill them 


example 


| ran over a rabbit as | was driving home. 
It really upset me. 


refuse to think about something seriously 


run over go on after its expected time The meeting ran over so | missed my train. 
read quickly to make sure something Could we just run over the schedule again 
is correct to make sure it's all going to work? 
use a brush (or hand) to remove something | brushed off the dust from my shoes. 
ien off refuse to listen to what someone says, or The boss just brushed him off and told him 


to get back to work. 


Examples of metaphors based on quick or violent actions 
The price of petrol has shot up this year. [gone up rapidly and sharply] 


| don't want to just dive into a new job without carefully considering it. [start doing something 
suddenly and energetically without thinking about it] 


The leader of the opposition party has hit out at the government's new proposals on tax. 
[strongly criticised, typical of journalism] 


My success in the exam spurred me on to study even harder. [spurs are worn on the ankle 
and are used to make a horse go faster; here the meaning is ‘encouraged me’] 


Metaphors and context 


The context will usually tell you that a verb is being used in a metaphorical way. Look at these 
extracts from the advice column of a magazine which use phrasal verbs metaphorically rather 


than literally. 


Don't just stand by and let 
others have all the fun. It's 
time to strike out on your own 
and do something completely 
different. Sweep aside all your 


inhibitions and start living life 
to the full. It all boils down 
to whether you are prepared 
to take control of life or let life 
control you. 


You must find the strength to drag 
yourself away from your domestic 
responsibilities for a short while 
and stop feeling sandwiched 
between your family and your 
career. Doing everything single- 
handed is eating into all your free 
time and you need time to think. 
You can't be expected to soldier 
on on your own any longer. 


More examples of phrasal verbs used metaphorically 


She searched in her bag and fished out an old photograph. 

We wandered round the old market, just drinking in the atmosphere. 
He spends hours glued to his computer every evening. 
We found this vase when we were just nosing around in an antique shop. 
People were flooding into the stadium two hours before the concert. 
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Exercises 


Look at A and B opposite. Read the email and then answer the questions below using 
your own words rather than the phrasal verbs in the email. 


WN FR 


4 
5 
6 
7 


Hi Bella 


Sorry to miss you this morning — the budget meeting ran over and | just couldn't leave. We had to 
try to find some ways to cope with the way that our transport costs have shot up over the last few 
months. Luke was finding fault with all my ideas and | had to stay and try to defend them as best 

| could. He always takes any opportunity to hit out at me - | don’t know why. Anyway, could we 
meet later today to run over the agenda for tomorrow’s meeting? My problems today have spurred 
me on to succeed tomorrow. We musin’t just dive into our proposal without preparing the ground 
carefully. It'd be a disaster if the boss just brushed us off after all that work! 


Rory 


When did the budget meeting end? 

What has happened to transport costs recently? 

How does Luke usually behave towards Rory? 

What does Rory want to do with Bella this afternoon regarding tomorrow’s agenda? 
Has today’s meeting made Rory more or less determined about tomorrow’s meeting? 
What does Rory not want to do with their proposal at tomorrow’s meeting? 

What is he afraid that the boss might do to them? 


Rewrite the underlined parts of these sentences using a phrasal verb from C or D opposite. 


aAnBWN HE 


It’s not good for children to spend too much time just watching a screen. 

Choosing a university course is a matter of deciding what you want to do with your life. 

| arrived at the stadium early and watched the other spectators entering in large numbers. 
Laura reluctantly left the window and returned to her desk. 

Sam was staring at Megan, listening intently to every word she said. 

George dismissed all objections to his plan, saying they were unimportant. 


Complete these sentences with a phrasal verb from the opposite page. 


It is terrible how the world just ................. eee and lets such terrible things happen! 
Despite all his difficulties, Douglas does his best to bravely ............... sss ; 

William reached into his pocket and ............... sss his passport. 

When I go to a new town | love ........... sss the back streets. 

You mustn't let your social life ................. sss your study time. 

The politician simply ................. sss the allegations being made against him. 
When he was 30 Mario left his uncle's business and ................. sss on his own. 

Our little house is .............ssssssssssss ceeeeeteeeeens a bank and a supermarket. 


Here are some more phrasal verbs which can be used metaphorically. How are their 
literal and metaphorical meanings connected? Use a dictionary if necessary. 


l've left you some soup which you can warm up when you get home. 

A fantastic singer warmed up the audience before the main programme started. 
The boy wasn't looking where he was going and fell into a hole in the ground. 
Alexander fell into his first job as soon as he had left university. 

The cat got up the tree but didn't seem able to climb down. 

Molly always wants to win an argument - you'll never get her to climb down. 
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Idioms using phrasal verbs 


EE Problems at work and home 
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Hi Millie, 
How's your awful new boss? Still planning a total reorganisation of the office or have you 


persuaded her not to throw the baby out with the bathwater'? Let me know if you need an 
evening out to let off steam? — it's about time we met up again. 


We've been told at our company that we won't be getting a salary increase this year. They took 
the sting out of it? by giving us a Christmas bonus, but people are not happy. 


My boss is still as difficult as ever. Her personal assistant's resigned, but | think that might be 
cutting off her nose to spite her face^ as she'll find it hard to find anything else as well-paid. 
She can usually run rings round? anyone, so it must have been a shock for her to get a boss she 
couldn't manipulate. 


| badly need your advice. Joey's beginning to turn up the heat in our relationship — he's dropping 
hints about marriage. He invited me to meet his parents last weekend. We got on like a house on 
fire? but | just don't feel ready to put down roots yet. Should | stop seeing him? | don't want to but 
maybe it'd be kinder? | can't make up my mind. Let me know what you think. 


Lydia 


1 get rid of the good parts of something ^ doing something because you are angry 
as well as the bad parts though it may cause you more problems 
? talk or act in a way that helps get rid of 5 outwit, be cleverer than 


6 


strong feelings immediately liked each other 


? make something that is unpleasant less so 
Progress meeting 


Oscar Well, Anna, you've been here for a month now and it's time we had a little chat. 


Anna OK. Well, | know | got off on the wrong foot! by deleting all last year’s client information, 
but | hope you'll agree I’ve got my act together? now? 


Oscar Erm, not exactly. I’ve tried my best to show you where you're going wrong, but | just 
appear to be going round in circles?. Nothing ever seems to get any better. You dig 
your heels in^ and don't make any effort to change. 


Anna  Oh,ldon'tthink that's fair. I’m sure Stan would put in a good word for me?. I’ve helped 
him out with one of his projects. 


Oscar Hmm, well Stan needs to clean up his act too. If you don't start 
making up for lost time' soon, we're going to have to let you go. 


Anna Oh, no, please. Just give me a bit more authority and I'll come into my own?. 


Oscar Oh, Anna. Wake up to the fact? that you won't get any more authority unless you 
pull out all the stops? and your work improves significantly. 


1 started badly $ (informal) start to behave better 
? (informal) organised myself more effectively 7 doing something to compensate for not 
? using a lot of time and effort with no results doing it previously 
^ refuse to do what others try to persuade you 8 be very successful 
to do ? be realistic 


5 say good things about me to someone in authority 1° do all you can 
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Exercises 


Answer these questions. 


What should you not throw out with the bathwater? 

What expression uses a burning house as a metaphor for a good relationship? 
What expression uses steam as a metaphor for strong feelings? 

According to the idiom, why might people cut off their own nose? 

What idiom means 'ease an unpleasant situation' and refers to what bees can do? 
Which two phrasal verb idioms refer to circular motion? 


AOBWNEH 


Complete these sentences using expressions from 8.1. 


1 Refusing that job offer just because you’re annoyed about the interview would be cutting 


P RETEA OU ites essan LO ERO [0]! | ERE 

2 When she came back to the UK, Harriet decided it was time Siora down ................. and 
she bought a little cottage not far from here. 

3 The robbers ss sss round the police. It took two years to catch them. 

4 The extra day's holiday we offered should take the ................. OU E the pay cut. 

5 |feltas if | was just going ................. MSto. and getting nowhere. 

6 We should keep the better parts of the old system when we move over to the new system. We 
don’t want to... TES E out with the bathwater. 

7 Isaac and Matthew................. on like a ................. on fire; they're great friends. 

8 | don’t think she was really angry with you; she was just... sss steam. 


Cross out the five mistakes in this text and write the correct form in the box next to that line. 


After a year of travelling, | decided to put my act together and get Boe GE cc 
a job. A friend who worked for a bank put in some good words DF sedisse decia eeieats 
for me. In fact he pushed in all the stops and arranged for me to ——— Án 
have lunch with the CEO. I got on the wrong feet by saying | wasn't 7. RAE ARPES OO 2 
ready to plant down roots yet; | think they were looking for :—— 


someone to make a long-term commitment. | should have kept quiet! 


Complete these dialogues using phrasal verbs from the opposite page so that the second 
speaker agrees with and repeats more or less what the first speaker says. 


1 Michael Alice seems determined not to agree to the new plan. 


Juan esxsheireallviseemsitolberdigeimngeeeme erm" : 


2 Sarah Wow, my Uncle Joshua is 75 and he's getting married for the first time! 


3 ~ Luis Charles lives in a fantasy world. He thinks he can make a living writing poetry. 
4 ^ Eva Teddy has been very successful in his new career. 


5 Robert The boss seems to be getting very serious about the new sales campaign lately. 


Daisy ves it sime Tor youto moke a a 2 255 55 7 etn A tte ern 
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Around and about 


Around and about are often (but not always) interchangeable in phrasal verbs. A good 
dictionary will tell you whether they can both be used. The only verbs on this page where 
both are not possible are marked *. 


Basic meaning of around and about in phrasal verbs 


Around and about keep a lot of their basic meaning in many phrasal verbs. They often indicate 
activities and situations taking place in various locations, often without having a clear 
direction or order. 


There were books lying around everywhere in the room. 
The children were running about in the garden. 


Phrasal verbs with around and about are often informal. Look at this conversation between 
two teachers. 


Holly Rumours have been flying around the staffroom lately that you're leaving. Is it true? 


Jake It amazes me how news gets around in this place! | did say to one or two people that 
| was tired of being bossed around by you-know-who, and, | have asked around* here 
and there to see if they need any full-time teachers, but | haven't made a decision yet. 


Holly Oh, right. | heard the other day that Eleanor is sick of running around* after you-know- 
who sorting out problems he's caused. So she might leave too. By the way, do you have 
a copy of that new grammar book? | want to show it to my students. My copy’s floating 
about here somewhere but | just can't find it. 

Jake Yes, | think | have a copy lying around here somewhere ... Yes, here you are. 


Holly Thanks very much. So, what are you up to this weekened? 


Jake | Nothing much, just pottering about at home, really. Oh goodness! Is that the time? 
| have a class now. 


Holly OK, see you later. Don’t forget that we switched our classrooms around this afternoon. 
You're in Room 2. 


Note that in boss around, around emphasises the fact that the person is frequently being 
bossed by someone else, not the fact that this occurs in different places. 


BY Other uses of around and about 
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Here are some other phrasal verbs which use around and about. 
Children! Stop playing around! Sit politely. [behaving stupidly] 


The neighbours have been banging about next door all morning. | wonder what they're 
doing. [making loud noises, for example hammering or moving heavy objects] 


Theo was clowning around at the party last night. It got very irritating. [acting in a silly way] 


Politicians often skirt around* the truth and don't give direct answers to questions. [avoid 
discussing a difficult subject or problem] 


It's a problem, but I’m sure we can work around" it in some way. [organise our activities to 
ensure that the problem does not prevent us from doing what we want to do] 
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Exercises 


Choose the correct word to complete these sentences. 


1 


2 


3 


| couldn't get to sleep because of Owen ................... around upstairs. 

a) banging b) lying c) switching 

Wait a moment - the document you need is ....................... about here somewhere. 
a) flying b) floating c) running 

| think we should stop the car and let the children ...................... around for a bit. 
a) get b) lie C) run 

The room looks different. Have you... the furniture around? 

a) pottered b) switched c) banged 

I YOU coss around, you might be able to find someone with a car for sale. 
a) ask b) boss C) play 

| hate the way rumours... around the office. 

a) run b) fly C) lie 

You really shouldn't leave such important papers .................... about. 

a) clowning b) lying c) playing 

Yanis made the children laugh by ....................... around with pieces of fruit. 

a) banging b) getting c) clowning 


Complete each dialogue using a verb from the box with around or about. 


1 


Isla | need to find a flat to rent in London. 4 - Ava Do you get on well with 

Do you know of anything available? your sister? 
Katie eso Ula lemme ences 5 Ella Yes, on the whole, though she 
Sara Do you know where the extension lead is? à bit teg! S Nude 
Milo Yes, think it might be .................... in 


5 Amber What do you think of 


my study somewhere. Freddie? 


: s i m 

Adam How did Hugo know we're getting married? mE 

Zara — Well, news like that .................. very — 1 ee a bit childish. 
quickly. 


Complete these sentences with phrasal verbs from the opposite page. Put the verb in the 
correct form. Sometimes more than one verb is possible. 


1 


os 


| thought Alex was just... in his bedroom today, but in fact he's been really 
busy. He's tidied up all the books and papers that were... on the floor. He's also 
—— X his bed and his desk, which makes the room feel bigger. 

When I was a child | used to hate visiting Great Uncle Edward. He wouldn't allow us children to 


"m in case we broke anything, and he was always ................... US isses, 
getting usto... after him, doing odd jobs for him. 

Do you think we could find a way to .............ssssssssss the problem of having to get written 
permission from everyone to use the photographs in our book? 

| think we should be honest with everyone and not try to oo... eee the issue. 

We hear people... every night in the flat upstairs. All sorts of rumours have 
Deli. iicet among the neighbours as to what is going on up there. 


Over to 


Look up these words in your dictionary: crowd around, knock sth about/around, knock sb about/ 
around, turn around, turn sth around, roll about/around, blunder about/around. Make a note of 
the meanings of these words and record them with an example sentence. 
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Lottie Well, did he come down! on the price? 
Tom  Iknocked him down? by £100 but he wouldn't go any lower. 


Lottie Oh, so that’s why you slammed the catalogue down? 
when you finished? 


Tom No, that was because | was distracted by the music and 
annoyed. Why didn't you turn the volume down’? I could 
hardly hear a word he was saying! 


1 suggest or agree to a lower price — ? put down with a lot of force 
? persuaded him to reduce the price ^ reduce the amount of sound 


Down suggesting preventing or restraining 


phrasal verb definition of phrasal verb example 
shout down sb or shout in order to prevent someone who | couldn't hear what the prime minister 
shout sb down you disagree with from being heard was saying because some people at the 
front were shouting him down. 
pin down sb or pin | force someone to stay in a horizontal Two police officers pinned the robber 
sb down position by holding them down while the third handcuffed him. 
tie down sth/sb or use ropes to fasten someone or The tent is secure, but make sure you 
tie sth/sb down something in a particular position tie down anything else that might blow 
away in the storm. 
tie sb down (metaphorical meaning of the previous My brother prefers to take temporary 
verb) prevent someone from having the work because he hates the idea of being 
freedom to do what they want to do tied down. 


Other meanings of down 

Not working 
The computer system is always going down. We need a new one. [stopping working] 
Don't forget to save your documents before you shut the computer down. [turn off] 


Depressed or sad 
This rain is getting me down. [making me feel depressed] 


On a list 
Freya asked me to put her down for a copy of the report when it's published. [put on a list to 
arrange for her to have something] 
You can put me down to organise the refreshments. [put on a list to arrange for me to do something] 


Killed/injured 
The terrorists mercilessly gunned down their victims. [shot and killed or seriously injured] 
We had to have our poor old dog put down last week; she was very sick. [put to death] 


Surviving through time 
The legend has come down to us from the ancient records of the Quilhoa people. [passed from 
generation to generation] 


Be considered or remembered 
This will go down in history as the most important event of the century. [be remembered] 
My workshop went down really well. [was well-received] 
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Exercises 


Read these sentences and then answer the questions below by writing the correct name 
in the box. 


Harry Irving felt he had lost his freedom when he and Antonia had their first baby. 
Oliver Reece was forced to the ground and held there by two security guards. 
People protested so loudly that no one could hear what Heidi Knight had to say. 
Mia Calvo persuaded the man to reduce the price by £500. 

Lucas Hind was shot dead yesterday by terrorists. 


1 Who was shouted down? 

2 Who was gunned down? 

3 Who felt tied down? 

4 Who was pinned down? 

5 Who managed to knock someone down? 


Rewrite the underlined parts of these sentences using a phrasal verb from the opposite 
page. Make any other necessary changes. 


1 The computer system suddenly stopped working this morning, so we're doing everything 
manually at the moment. 

I’m sorry I’m so irritable. Things have been depressing me lately. 

Shall | write your name on my list to sponsor me for the charity walk? 

This event will be remembered in history as the worst catastrophe this country has ever suffered. 
The company had to stop all their machines during the 24-hour strike at the factory. 

The salesman agreed to a lower price, and after that we even managed to persuade him to reduce 
the price by a further 10%. 

7 Many everyday remedies for minor ailments have reached us over time from our ancestors. 


an 4» C) h2 


Answer the following questions using a phrasal verb from the opposite page. 


1 What might someone do if they get very angry during a phone call? 

2 What might you do to a very old and sick dog or cat? 

3 What would you do to stop a tent from blowing away? 

4 If work is making you depressed, what is it doing to you emotionally? 
5 If your radio was too loud, what would you do? 


Which of the meanings given are possible or likely interpretations of the phrasal verbs 
in these sentences? More than one interpretation may be possible. Use a dictionary if 
necessary. 


1 | think you should take this down. 
a) write it 
b) drink it 
C) dismantle it 
The house has come down. 
a) has been rebuilt 
b) is for sale at a lower price 
c) has been demolished 
She turned it down. 
a) reduced the heat 
b) refused the offer 
c) putthe collar of her coat in its normal position 
4 They watered it down. 
a) extinguished a fire using water 
b) added water to make a liquid less strong 
c) madean idea, opinion or argument less strong 


N 


w 
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The particle in, when used with phrasal verbs, 
keeps a lot of its basic meaning, often referring 
to things which move towards being, or are 
already, ‘within something’ or are ‘included in 
something’. 


Look at this transcript of a meeting at a 
computer software company. Dominic, the Chief 
Executive, who chairs the meeting, speaks first. 
Note the phrasal verbs with in. 


Chair Well, | think we should begin. One of our colleagues from Manchester has been delayed, 
but I’ve asked David to show her in when she gets here, so she'll join us later, | hope. Now, 
first item is the Musicmatch software suite, which, | like to think, has helped to usher in! a 
new era in music production. It’s been bringing in good profits, and we’ve certainly been 
able to cash in on the recent crash of one of our major rivals, as we all know, but with an 
economic recession setting in now, we may want to rethink our pricing so that it 
fits in better with the rest of our range. We also need to factor in? the loss of a major 
client - we lost the Popmaster contract this year. 


Grace Canlcome in here, Dominic? Ben and | are already looking at this and we'll have 
something to report next week. Basically we hope to build in an automatic upgrade 
system so that customers will find it easier to stay with us. Ben's looking at the 
cost. | said I’d pitch in? so that we can get it moving faster. 


Chair OK, well, maybe we can leave that. But l'd just like to say, remember, we need flexibility 
- we don't want to become boxed in* by our own systems. We'll come back to it. 


David Sorry to cut in, Dominic. Amy Peckham is here. 


Chair Ah, good. Our colleague from Manchester has arrived. Hello, Amy. You're very welcome. Can 
you squash in there somewhere? Sorry the room is a bit small. Amy Peckham, everyone. 
Some of you know her already. Right, | suggest we move to Chloe's presentation. | believe 
you're going to use the projector, Chloe? 


Chloe Yes. Could we close those blinds? Thanks. Oh dear, they're still letting a lot of light in. 
Never mind. l'Il begin. I'd like to use this presentation as a lead-in? to our general 
discussion about the future. 


1 (formal) begin or cause a period in which new things or changes happen 

? include something when making a calculation or when trying to understand something 
3 (informal) help with work that needs to be done 

^ restricted 

5 something that introduces something else 


Take note of the context when you meet new phrasal verbs. For example, the context on this page is 


a fairly informal business meeting. Spoken business English is often less formal than the spoken 
language of business in some other languages and cultures. The same is often true for other contexts, 
such as spoken academic language. 
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Exercises 


11.1 Find phrasal verbs or phrasal adjectives from the opposite page which mean the following: 


1 benefit from 6 introduction 
! 2 interrupt (two answers) 7 take into consideration 
3 help 8 find a space 
4 introduce 9 include 
5 unable to act freely 10 start 


11.2  Correctthe mistakes with the phrasal verbs in these sentences. 


My new curtains are excellent - they don't bring any light in. 

Alba, can you pitch Mr Hill in as soon as he arrives, please? 

Having the meeting on the 28th would squash in better with our plans than the 30th. 
Our office in Buenos Aires has cashed in a lot of new business this year. 

When you are planning the course, make sure you set in enough free time. 

It's rude to factor in when someone else is in the middle of speaking. 

If everyone shows in, we'll soon get the job done. 

If | move up, then Rachel should be able to box in at the end of the bench. 


c NAOn AUNE 


11.3 Complete this paragraph with verbs from the opposite page. 


My ten-year-old daughter Rosie had some friends 
to sleep over last night. Eight of them managed 

to sleep on her bedroom floor. | don't know how 
they RR (1) themselves in as itis a 
very small room. Rosie's birthday had been the 
previous week, but we had her party yesterday as 
that... ees (2) in better with other plans. 
In the evening we had a barbecue and we made 
lots of different salads and puddings. Rosie and her 
friends all... (3) in, and they enjoyed 
helping as much as eating. Later in the evening rain 
mm (4) in, so they went indoors and 
watched a film. | was afraid the girls would wake up 
ridiculously early, but we've had new blinds fitted 
and they don't... (5) any light in, so no 
one stirred till half past eight. 


11.4 Cross out the item which does not normally collocate with the phrasal expression in bold. 
Use a dictionary if necessary. 


8: Cambridge 


"W^ Dictionary 1 bring in customers / profits [a loss / business 
a lead-in to a discussion / a bargain / a lesson 
a recession / rain / a new product sets in 

usher in a price increase / a new era / changes 


2 
dictionary.cambridge.org 3 
4 


Over to 


What other phrasal verbs with in do you have in your vocabulary notebook? Do they also have a 


connection with the basic meaning of in? As you learn other new ones, think about how the idea 
conveyed by in might help you remember the meaning of the phrasal verb. 
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Ss) Off suggesting get rid of 


My feet were hot, so | kicked off my shoes. [removed with my feet] 

The robbers drove faster and faster to try and shake off the police car. [lose] 

| went for a long walk to work off my frustation. [get rid of a feeling (often unpleasant) by 
doing something energetic] 
Archie doesn’t worry about anything - he'll shrug off any problem. [treat something as 
unimportant] 


L———3 Off suggesting separation 


28 


phrasal verb definition of phrasal verb example 
be cut off be unable to see many other people My office is in a different building from 
my colleagues, so | am quite cut off. 
cut off sth/sb or stop providing something, e.g. aid, They cut off our electricity / cut us off 
cut sth/sb off electricity, supplies because we hadn't paid the bill. 
split off form a separate group Two of the climbers split off from the 
group and went off on their own. 
back off (slightly informal) stop being involved in She was interfering, so | told her to back 
a situation, especially in order to allow off and let me deal with it on my own. 
other people to deal with it themselves 
have sth off spend time away from work | had a week off last June. 
cordon off sth or put something, e.g. a rope, a barrier, The police have cordoned off the area 
cordon sth off around an area in order to stop people the president will be visiting. 
from entering it 


Off suggesting starting or finishing 


I'll fill in the first line of this spreadsheet to start you off, and then you can do the rest yourself. 
[help you to start] 


The weekly meeting usually kicks off around 2 p.m. [(informal) starts] 
We rounded off the meal with freshly brewed coffee. [finished] 


That boring meeting just finished me off. | think I'll go home; I’ve had enough for one day. 
[made me feel so weak, tired or unhappy that | couldn't continue] 


It's nice to just switch off at the weekend and forget about work. [stop giving your attention 
to someone or something] 


Other verbs with off 
Ben told his little brother to leave off playing his new guitar. [(informal) stop] 


William told his younger sister to shove off out of his room. [(informal) something that you 
say when you are angry to tell someone to go away.] 


Layla wanted to show her new bike off to her friends. [show someone or something that you 
are proud of to a group of people] 


The boss gave the receptionist a ticking off for making private calls to friends. [telling 
someone that you are angry with them because they have done something wrong] 
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Exercises 


12.1 Replace the underlined words in these statements with a phrasal verb from the opposite 

page. 

1 Eliza's father to Eliza's mother: Eliza's 18 now and should make her own decisions. 
| think we should stop getting involved and let her run her own life. 

2 Newsreader: The prime minister has treated as unimportant leadership threats from within his 
party, saying that they are only rumours. 

3 Mother to father: | think we should let the kids run round in the garden for a bit and get rid of 
some of their energy so that they sleep tonight. 

4 Mother to Imogen: Imogen, you MUST pay your electricity bill. If you don't, they'll stop providing it 
and you won't have any heating. 

5 Louis to Callum: Oh no! Seth wants to come back with us to Nikita's house. He's such a drag! How 
can we get away from him? 

6 Chairperson: I’d like to just conclude the meeting by giving a vote of thanks to the committee for 
all their work this year. 

7 The last 100 metres to the top of the hill just made me so tired | couldn't continue. | had to sit 
down and rest for an hour. 

8 | don’t want you in my room any more, so just leave! 


12.2  Crossoutthe five mistakes in this text and write the correct form in the box next to 


that line. 

When I come home from work, | love to just kick away my "oue — OMS 
shoes and relax for the evening. It's great to let off worrying loe 
about work and round up the day with a nice meal. If | D 
have off a couple of days it's even better. | usually go off to c "— NaN 
our country cottage. | can just light off completely. | love it. j———— EE 
| never stay there long because after a while | feel a bit stood (I — nnm 


off from all my friends and social life back in the city. 


12.3 Complete the word puzzle. 


"ERES Across 

1 The boss... me off with a simple task to 
get me used to the job. 

3 3 The police decided to 0.0.00... off the scene of 

the crime. 
4 What time does the meeting ...................... off? 

5 5 She always loves to ................ off her latest 
technological gadget. 

6 Look, just... off playing with my phone, 
will you? You're getting on my nerves. 


Down 

2 The director gave him a ....................... off for 
arriving late at the meeting. 

5 Agroup of youths .................. off from the rest of 
the demonstrators and started causing trouble. 
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Some phrasal verbs with on share a meaning of dependence/reliance, e.g. depend on’, rely 
on*, count on’, hinge on", hang on", ride on. 


REFERENDUM RESULT CRUCIAL, SAYS PM 


The prime minister said, “Everything hinges on the result 
of next week's referendum. The future prosperity of the 
nation hangs on this crucial day of decision.’ Politicians of 
all parties agree that everything rides on the government 
securing a Yes vote. 


On can also convey the idea of continuing in an irritating or boring way, for example, harp on 
[talk repeatedly about something in a way that others find boring or irritating], keep on, go 
on (and on), ramble on [talk or write for a very long time in a boring way] and drone on [talk 
for a long time in a very boring way and in a monotonous voice]. 


Don't keep on about the garden! I'll mow the lawn tomorrow. 
We had a tedious lecture from the boss. She just went on and on about punctuality. 
He droned on for hours about ancient civilisations; everyone fell asleep. 


Read on, press on, live on and dwell on* [think or talk about a particular subject for too long] 
also emphasise continuation over time. 


HOUSING MINISTER HONOURS 
CHAMPION OF THE POOR 


‘Her death is a great loss to society, but her memory will live 
on’, said the minister. 


Grouping verbs in this way can help you to remember them. 
Now look at these news items which contain some of these and other examples of phrasal verbs with on. 


headlines 
CURATOR FINDS LOST MEDIEVAL MANUSCRIPT 


The curator, Mr Jackson Bedgrove, happened on* the lost manuscript while searching the 
museum’s archives for some missing 18th century letters. As he focused his attention on* the text, 
he said, he could hardly believe what he was reading. As he read on, he realised the importance of 
what he'd found... 


EDUCATION EXPERT EXPRESSES CAUTION ON HOME SCHOOLING 


Phoebe Garrett stated that home schooling was often frowned on* by politicians, and she herself 
had some doubts as to its effectiveness. However, to spring a new piece of legislation on parents 
successfully educating their children at home was not right, she said. The education secretary 
insists that she will press on with plans to introduce a new law... 


CHILDREN'S PRANK TURNS TO TRAGEDY 
A 13-year-old girl who stole a car and took it for a joyride admits that friends led her on. The 
prank resulted in the serious injury of a 25-year-old mother of two... 


The verbs marked with * on this page are all transitive. 


English Phrasal Verbs in Use Advanced 


13.1 


13.2 


13.3 


13.4 


13.5 


Exercises 


In the following sentences, mark each phrasal verb according to whether it has 
predominantly a dramatic feeling (write D), a negative feeling (N), a feeling of boredom (B), 
or a feeling of irritation (I). 


1 Professor Taylor was droning on about the Ancient Greeks in his lecture this morning. 

The success of the peace talks hinges on both sides maintaining the present truce. 

Uncle Alex goes on and on about his broken chair. I’ve told him a hundred times l'll mend it. 
Dwelling on the past all the time is no way to live your life. Think of your future. 

If you ask Beatrice about beekeeping she'll ramble on for hours. 

| wish you wouldn't keep on about money. Let's just enjoy life. 

The championship now rides on Saturday's crucial game against Real Madrid. 


- O0) 01 4» C) h2 


Choose the correct word to complete these sentences. Sometimes there is more than one 
possible answer. 


1 You can always .................... on Daniel. He's totally dependable. 
a) rely b) count c) hinge d) hang 
2 | wish Georgia would stop ...................... on about Kian. It's so tedious! 
a) riding b) droning c) going d) harping 
3 Do make up your mind soon. So much ....................... on what you decide. 
a) hinges b) presses C) rides d) hangs 


Correct the mistakes with the phrasal verbs in these sentences. There is one mistake in 
each sentence. 


Try to focus what is really important on and to ignore what is not essential. 
Now we've had a bit of a rest, it's time to spring on again. 

I’m hingeing on you to let me know when my talk has gone on for long enough. 
Your grandmother will always happen on in your memory. 

This is a quiet neighbourhood where noisy behaviour is counted on. 

After the first few pages of the book, | decided | couldn't be bothered to ride on. 
Please stop focusing on about Lena. Your relationship is over, so just forget her. 
| am worried about my son's behaviour. He is so easily relied on by his friends. 


co -410» 01» C) N20 Ee 


Complete each sentence with a verb from the opposite page. 


1 Don’t try to remember every sentence of the text. Just... on the main points. 

2 Elizabeth is goingto .................... the news on her parents over lunch. | hope they'll be happy 
for her. 

3 Try to look to the future rather than ..................... on the past. 

4 We've got a lot of work to finish today so we'd better ..................... on. 

5 Julia's not usually naughty herself, but her brothers tend to ..................... her on. 

6 In most schools, wearing big, colourful jewellery and dyeing your hair bright colours would be 


RN on or even forbidden outright. 
7 Whether we go for a picnic tomorrow or not will....................... on the weather. 
8 Iwish he'd stop oo... on and on about his ex-wife. 


Rewrite these sentences using phrasal verbs from the opposite page. 


1 James is a reliable person. 

2 Dad will talk monotonously for hours about European history. 

3 Many political reputations are about to be crucially affected by the outcome of next week’s 
election. 

4 Josh never stops complaining about the litter in the office car park. It irritates me. 

5 While tidying my room, | found an old diary of mine from 2001. 
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Basic meanings of out in phrasal verbs 
A very frequent meaning of out is the opposite of in. 


| don't want to leave my job but | suppose they may kick me out. [(informal) force me to leave] 


l've had enough of working for such a difficult organisation and | want out. [want to leave] 


Count me out! I'm far too tired to join the skiing trip today. [don't include me] 


Another meaning is when something or part of something extends from its surroundings. 


The chalet roof juts out (over its walls) to help prevent snow 


from blocking the doors. [sticks out beyond the edge] 


The rocky peninsula juts out into the bay. 


Another meaning is separate. 


The woman picked out a kitten to take home. [chose one 
from a large group] 


We spread our wet clothes out on the grass so they could 
dry in the sunshine. 


Another meaning is distribute. 


Don't eat all the sweets yourself, Ollie. Share them out among 


all the children. [give one to each person in the group] 


phrasal verb 


go out 


[cS Other meanings of out in phrasal verbs 


definition of phrasal verb 


(of a fire) stop burning 


example 


When we woke up in the morning, the 
campfire still hadn't gone out. 


clean out sb or 
clean sb out 


steal or take everything from a person 


The burglars completely cleaned us 
out. 


test out sth or test 
sth out 


see how it works in a practical situation 
or find out what other people think of it 
(the out stresses testing something in the 
environment in which it is intended to be 
used, not, for example, in a laboratory) 


We need to test the product out in the 
market before launching it. 


drop out 


not do something that you were going to 
do, or stop doing something 


The runner dropped out halfway 
through the marathon. 


lash out (usually + 
at sth) 


criticise someone or something in an 
angry way 


Sofia lashed out at me yesterday for 
wasting her time. 


yell out sth or yell 
sth out 


suddenly shout something in a loud voice, 
especially to get someone’s attention 


As | walked past the room, | heard 
someone yell out. 


draw out sth or 
draw sth out 


make something continue for longer than 
is usual or necessary 


| wish Thomas wouldn’t always draw 
meetings out by talking so much. 


sort out sth or sort 
sth out 


solve a problem or restore order to 
something which has become disordered 


A management consultant was hired to 
sort out the personnel problems in the 
company. 
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14.1 


14.2 


14.3 


14.4 


Exercises 


Answer the questions using phrasal verbs with out. 
1 Naomi gave two apples to each of the four children. What did she do with the apples? 


2 Clément took control of the situation and soon everything was OK and back to normal. 
What did Clément do? eissits ini a e aea RAG a eene nene nene enne enne 
3 Evie looked at all the oranges on the stall and put the best ones in her basket. What did 
She do With the oranges? ee eere e Dering on qp bnt E dp ete eeepc hcec eer dede ne ee ne eg e 
4 The manager forced Sam to leave the restaurant because he was behaving badly. What did 
ihemanagerdo? e tec eet R EE Asai E Meas cu T N te caries 
5 The roof extends over the terrace and provides a bit of shade from the midday sun. What does 
iie CHO ORDO yc LIT 


The verb in each of these sentences sounds a little formal in the context. Find a phrasal 
verb from the opposite page to replace the one-word equivalent in each sentence. 


| don't have any money so you can exclude me from the shopping trip. 
| distributed the mints among my friends in the car. 

We need to resolve this mess about the misprinted tickets pretty soon. 
He really criticised me when | suggested he'd got it wrong. 

Look at those big rocks protruding from the sea. 

Select the good strawberries and leave the rotten ones in the box. 


aAuoBRWNeE 


Rewrite the underlined parts of these sentences using a phrasal verb with out that 
means the opposite of the underlined words. 


| opened the door and heard somebody whisper from the staircase below. 

My position as regards the committee is that | would like to continue as a member. 
He always shortens the discussion with arguments about political ideology. 

When we got back to our campsite, the campfire had started burning. 

Put the leaflets together in one place on the table. 

The burglars stole absolutely nothing at all from us. 


aAnBWN HE 


Match the headlines 1-4 with the stories a-d below. 


+ (SCRE URRERE On SEEN AE RECEDED] 
a o oun ariemnicey 

> eee ena ee 
+ BEESSESSERINOUNEOUNIOED 


a) After a trial period of six months, a decision will be made as to whether they will be installed 
throughout the country. 


b) She said she did not wish to take part as she had found the pressure too great in the last Games. 


c) More than 6,000 withdrew from a range of programmes, almost 1,000 more than last year, 
according to the minister. 

d) He said he was sick of the hypocrisy of people who had never done anything themselves to help 
the poor. 
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Basic meanings of up in phrasal verbs 


You are probably familiar with verbs such as eat up and write up, which carry a meaning of 


completion. Here are some more examples: 


Come on, children, finish up your breakfast. It's time to go. 
Well, let's wrap up the discussion now and vote. [(informal) finish an activity] 


Up can also carry the meaning of upward movement or relating to an upper position. 


Could you lift the table up while | put the rug under it? 
Teddy, pick all your toys up from the floor and put them in your toy box. 


Another meaning of up in phrasal verbs is maintain in an upright position or strengthen, 


prevent from falling down or failing. 


Victoria was lying propped up on a pillow. [supporting herself in an upright position] 
The minister announced new measures to shore up the economy. [strengthen or improve an 
organisation or system that is not working effectively or that is likely to fail] 


Up can also mean increase or improve. 


This sauce is tasteless. l'll add some garlic to pep it up a bit. [(informal) make something more 


interesting, lively or energetic] 


We jazzed up our all-white kitchen by adding red tiles and doorknobs here and there. [(informal) 
make something more attractive or interesting] 


Other phrasal verbs with up 


Read these TV programme previews and note the phrasal verbs with up. 


eee Caf 


DIDIC 


The hero of this comedy, played by Nathan 
Farr, finds himself playing daddy to three 
homeless dogs, but lands up' in trouble with 
his girlfriend when the local press publishes 
a story about him which is blown up? to 
make him look like a pitiless animal-hater. 


The Man Who Hated Dogs 
Tuesday 9pm 


1 (informal) finally does something, 
especially without having planned to 
made to seem much worse than it is 


ecc Cat 


2 


Nation on the Move copanan 
Friday 10pm TV 
Phrasalia, once a country closed to the rest of the 
world, has opened up since the death of its long- 
time ruler President Particulos. But will the new- 
found freedoms ultimately lead to the country 
splitting up into chaotic, rival republics as tensions 
emerge in its five provinces? 


ecc can 


History File Thursday 8.30pm CEXDY 
An archaeologist notices some strange, pointed 
stones sticking up from the surface of a lake during 

a drought. Suspecting they may mark the site of an 
ancient tomb, she takes infrared photographs from 
the air. What shows up? in the images deepens the 
mystery. After a long investigation she concludes that 
theories about the ancient Mosa people no longer 
stand up‘. 


3 becomes visible 
^ appear correct when examined 


se» Caf 
Chips with everything 
Friday 7.30pm H NTV 


Documentary-maker Elliot Warcross picks up on? 
recent rumours in the press that an ultra-rich 
business tycoon has attempted to buy up the 
world's supply of silicon, opening up the terrifying 
possibility of a world monopoly in computer chips. 
Warcross tries to set up an interview with the 
mystery tycoon but receives death threats in return. 


5 reacts to something that he has noticed 


We say ‘I went into the garden and picked some flowers.’ Don't say ‘picked up some flowers’; 
pick up is used for things which are on or have fallen to the ground. 
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15.2 


15.3 


Exercises 


Complete these sentences using a phrasal verb from A opposite. Put it in the correct 
form and, if necessary, add a pronoun as object. 


1 Zoe, if you don't... your spinach, you can’t have any pudding. 

2 WE CAN... cece the asparagus with a nice oil and vinegar dressing. 

3 The prime minister appointed three new ministers in an attempt to .......0..00. his failing 
administration. 

4 You've just dropped some of your papers. Let me... for you 

5 |noticed Tim’s bicycle... against a wall outside Hannah's apartment. 

6 Your black dress is a little plain - why don't you .....................sssss a bit with a colourful scarf? 

7 Ithink we should try and ............................ the meeting by 4 p.m. 

8 Can yOu... eee that plant pot? | need to put a saucer under it to catch the water. 


Complete these dialogues using phrasal verbs from the opposite page so that the second 
speaker agrees with and repeats more or less what the first speaker says. 


1 Aaron | just don’t think his theory is correct when you look at it very carefully. 


2 Salima — Ithink we should ask the students to form small groups. 


Martha Yes, we should ............................ them up into groups of two or three. 

3 Keira | think we should try to arrange a meeting with the whole team. 
Zac You're right. We should try to... one up. 

4 Nazir | just knew Patrick's son would get into trouble with the police one day. 
Anna Yes, it was inevitable he'd ......................ssss up in serious trouble. 


5 «< Jake She said they'd sold all the tickets for the concert in one go. 


Ruby Yes, apparently some mystery person ..................ssss them all up over the Internet. 
6 Sam Oh look, Sebastian freckles are really visible in this photo, aren't they? 
Tyler Mesxtheylreallypme ere up, don't they? 


T Harvey — [think the newspapers have greatly exaggerated the story. 


8 Megan There’sa big nail protruding from that floorboard; be careful. 


Fellix Yes noticedione m up the other day but forgot to mention it. 


Which phrasal verb fits into each of these sets of collocations? 


1 a photo 3 a business 
| a balloon HO EE E an interview 
a story a meeting 
2 a political system 4 unlimited possibilities 
jio cuines an ailing economy Okri an opportunity 
the foundations of a building a new line of investigation 
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16 Time 


EN) How time passes 


Diana The sales conference will be coming around! soon. We'd better start hurrying 


36 


those sales reports along’. 


Paul | can’t believe that the conference is coming up? again already. This last year seems 


to have slipped away"! 


Diana  |know! There's an awful lot to do leading up to? the conference, especially as it's going 


to be held in our branch this year. 


Paul Oh well, at least it breaks things up? and makes life a bit more interesting, | suppose. 


Diana  Ithasn'tbeen that bad a year, surely. There was all the excitement over the new 


marketing campaign. 


Paul Oh, that completely passed me by’. It didn't really affect me in my department. 


Diana OK, Paul. Time's getting on? a bit now. | need to head home. Let's talk about what we 


need to do tomorrow. 


(of a regular event) happening at its usual time 
making someone do something more quickly, 
making something happen more quickly 

3 will be happening soon 

^ passed very quickly 

5 preparing in the period before an event begins 


N 


Spending time 


€ makes a period of time more interesting by 


being different from what you are doing for 
the rest of the time 

went unnoticed 

(mainly British and Australian informal) it’s 
getting late 


D 
8 


Right, I’m not going to spin this out’. | just have one thing to say. You only 


have two weeks now till the exams start and you're going to have to pull your r - I 
socks up? if you want to pass. We're going to set aside? the next fortnight just START 

for revision. In other words, we're going to free up^ some time by cancelling all guNE!4 
non-exam lessons like sport. All school sports matches will be held over? until np 


the exams are finished. We felt that would be better than trying to fit revision 
in? around sport commitments. The sports staff agree that putting back’ 
these matches won't cause any major problems, but we mustn't set schedules 


back? by more than two weeks or we won't be able to fit in all the matches before the end 
of term. So now, put everything else out of your minds and concentrate on your revision. 
No more frittering time away? - get down to some serious work. 


Bb 


make something continue for longer than necessary 

make an effort to improve, an idiom using a phrasal 
verb (see Unit 8 for more) 

use time for one purpose and no other purpose 

make time or money available for a particular use 
by not using it another way 


N 


A WwW 
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The following verbs can be used about money as well as time - free up and fritter away. 


5 delayed and arranged for a later date 

9 doit between other activities 

causing something to happen later than it should 
happen 

make something happen more slowly, or make 
something happen later than it should 

wasting time by using it for unimportant things 


8 


16.1 


16.2 


16.3 


16.4 


16.5 
LE Cambridge 


ep Dictionary 


dictionary.cambridge.org 


Exercises 


Match the beginning of each sentence with its ending. 


1 There was a lot of excitement a) getting on now. 

2 My birthday seems to be b) hurrying people along? 

3 Theannual meeting will be c) leading up to the final match. 

4 ld better go as it's d) coming up some time next month. 

5 It’s getting late - can you start e) coming around more quickly every year. 


Read these remarks by different people and then answer the questions below. 


Mary  l'm63and I’ve never had an interesting job or done anything exciting. 

Jack | feel I’m wasting a lot of time on useless and unimportant things. 

Leah I’m trying to improve my performance. | know I’ve been lazy and inefficient. 
Jude | feel the days are passing very quickly and we need to solve the problem now. 


Adriana I’m cancelling my meetings next week so | can take time off to decorate my flat. 


Who is trying to free up some time? 

Who feels that time is slipping away? 

Who feels life is passing them by? 

Who is trying to pull their socks up? 

Who feels they are frittering away their time? 


O10) N rmP| 


Complete this text with the correct particles. 


My staff often spin things ................. (1) much longer than they need to so that they don't 

get asked to do any more work. As a result they sometimes set the schedules ................. (2) 
by days or even weeks, and then I have to hurry them ................. (3) so that the work gets 
done on time. And not only do | have to keep an eye on the staff, | also have to find time to 

Tib. eee (4) consultations with management and the unions, and inevitably meetings 
have to be put... (5b) because of some unexpected emergency, or important tasks 
have to be held ................ (6) till the more immediate problems can be sorted out. | try to set 
— — (7) at least one hour every day for planning, but it's not easy. I like to take a proper 
lunch break and get out of the office. | find that breaks the day ................. (8) nicely. 


Correct the mistakes with the phrasal verbs in these sentences. 


1 You'd get far more done if you didn’t fritter out so much time. 

2 Thechildren tried to spin their game off so they didn't have to go to bed. 

3 Cameron might lose his job if he doesn't pull his collar up. 

4 We must discuss what we need to do leading up the opening of the new branch. 
5 Let'stry to make some time apart next month to discuss progress on the project. 


Rewrite each sentence using a phrasal verb from the box in an appropriate form. Make 
any other necessary changes. You may need to use a dictionary to help you. 

eke out drag out bring forward space out creep up on | 
1 We've had to reschedule the meeting for this Tuesday as Austin will be away next week. 
2 Francesca always makes any discussion last longer than necessary. 

3 Ithink we should have longer intervals between our meetings. 

4 Ithought! had ages to prepare for my exams, but they have arrived in no time at all. 

5 |think we should try to make the printing paper last as long as possible. 
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Cause and effect 


Many of the phrasal verbs in this unit are usually used in quite formal contexts. Using these 
phrasal verbs will help you to improve your style when writing formal correspondence, giving 
presentations and writing reports and essays. 


Look at these formal letters to the editor of a newspaper and note the phrasal verbs connected 
with cause and effect. 


Dear Sir/Madam, 


Recent events in Herean City point to! a failure of central government to 
control spending by local and regional authorities. This failure can be put 
down to? a long-standing reluctance to tackle local corruption, which has 
resulted in a situation where certain powerful local politicians feel free to 
act outside the law. This then contributes to a general atmosphere in which 
all politicians are mistrusted. 


Yours sincerely, 
G. Johnson (Ms) 


Dear Sir/Madam, 


Arthur Power's explanation for the growth of crime in our cities just does 

not add up). He attributes recent rises in crime to a decline in leisure 
facilities for young people and the economic recession. But the problem in fact 
stems from‘ a longer-term neglect of the cities, and dealing with the problem 
depends on accepting this fact first and foremost. We have been talking 

about rising crime rates for decades and after the last general election the 
government set up an inquiry into inner-city crime, but as yet nothing seems to 
have come out of? this enquiry. 


Sincerely, 


A. H. Lowe 


Dear Sir/Madam 


No one should be surprised that the recent education reforms have 
rebounded on the government. The reforms were rooted in’ a deep-seated 
elitism, which accounts for? the fact that inequality has grown rather than 
diminished, as your report showed (13 November). As always, the effects have 
impacted most on? poorer families, where the new system has led to parents 
being unable to afford a good education for their children. It all adds up to!° 
more misery in our schools and fewer opportunities for our young people, 
especially in the inner cities. 


Yours sincerely, 


D. Mitchell (Prof.) 


Always make a note in your notebook if a phrasal verb is formal or informal. 
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N 


w 


[5] 


o 


co 


10 


make it seem likely 
that something is true 


thought to be caused 
by (used for problems 
and bad experiences) 


(slightly informal) 
constitute a 
reasonable or likely 
explanation for 
something 


is caused by 


if something comes 
out of a process or an 
event, it is one of the 
results 


had a bad effect on the person 
who did it with the result that 
they did not achieve what they 
were trying to achieve 


based on, or caused by 
explains the reason for 


had a noticeable effect 
on 


results in 


17.1 


17.2 


17.3 


17.4 


Exercises 


Match the beginning of each sentence with its ending. 


(O0 -410» 01 43» C0 h2 S 


Aidan's new job will undoubtedly impact a) to one clear cause of the crisis. 
How the situation develops will depend b) from a childhood spent in the rainforest. 
Isabelle's behaviour may well rebound c) in ignorance. 
Freddie's interest in botany stems d) in significant social change. 
Her attitude to foreigners is rooted e) to the changes in the country's 
It is impossible to point leadership. 
The new education reform should result f) on the reaction from the USA. 
Professor Bukowsky attributes the crisis g) to a civil war. 
The situation in the country may lead h) on his family. 
) 


on her if she is not careful. 


Correct the mistakes with the particles in these sentences. There is one mistake in each 
sentence. 


1 


Theodore puts the problems down to the government, but I attribute them for the general world 
economic situation. 

To a large extent, how a person accounts for the problems in their lives seems to depend largely of 
their own parents’ attitudes to difficult situations. 

| believe the new legislation will contribute to a general improvement in the standard of living, but 
Ben thinks it will result from increased poverty for most people. 

The desire for reform has come off a general desire to improve the situation, but | suspect the 
proposed changes may rebound on the government. 

The proposals are rooted in an appropriate awareness of the problems that exist, but | do not feel 
that what is proposed adds up a coherent programme of action. 


Rewrite each sentence replacing the verb with a phrasal verb expression based on the 
word in brackets. 


c -410 501» C) N20 Ee 


The school's rituals and traditions have originated from its long history. (ROOT) 

My mother attributes the problem to a decline in moral values. (PUT) 

How do you think the changes will affect your business? (IMPACT) 

The economic recession inevitably led to increased unemployment. (RESULT) 

How would you explain the recent increase in violent crime? (ACCOUNT) 

Joel’s criticism of Erica may have a bad effect on him now that she's his boss! (REBOUND) 
| do not feel that the writer's analysis of the problem makes sense. (ADD) 

Some unforeseen problems have resulted from the change in legislation. (COME) 


Answer these questions using full sentences. 


co -10) 0i 4 


What would you put global warming down to? 

What do you think has led to the current increase in violent crime in most societies? 

How would you account for the fact that teenage girls tend to do better at school than teenage 
boys? 

What would you attribute the success of social media sites to? 

What would you point to as the main cause of social problems today? 

What would you say your own interest in English stems from? 

Do you think that mobile phones have resulted in more or less communication between people? 
What do you think is the main thing that contributes to the difficulty of phrasal verbs? 
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18 Memory 


In this unit, some phrasal verbs can be grouped by the meaning given by the particle. For 
example, up means uppermost in your mind in summon up, conjure up, call up and stir up. 
Up in store up memories carries a different meaning in that it means gather or collect. Back in 
come back, flood back and flashback carries a sense of a returning memory. Behind and out 
occur with verbs which describe things we don't want to remember (put something behind 
somebody, block something out / block out something). Grouping the verbs by the meaning 
carried by the particle will help you to remember them. 


Look at this conversation on social media between Bethany and her two cousins about old 
family photos. 


Bethany Wells 

4 When | look at these old photographs I’ve just found in our 
grandmother's desk, memories come flooding back’. This one 
here, of Granny's mother just before she died, stirs up? sad 
memories of how she suffered. It reminds me of how different 
life was then. But we can't let bad memories eat away at? us; we 
should put bad experiences behind‘ us. It's important to live in the 
present and live for the future. 


one suddenly remembers very clearly a lot of things about an experience or period ^ 
in the past 

makes one remember events in the past, usually ones that make you feel sad 

make us unhappy because we think about them too much 

not think about them any more so that they do not affect our life 


George Wells 

4 We store up so many memories over the years, good ones and 
bad ones. | associate this photo that you found with our early 
childhood. Looking at the picture, it came back to me how we used 
to feed the animals on our grandparents' farm. It summons up? 
lots of happy memories, and some sad ones, too, like when my 
favourite old pony died. We tend to block out? sad memories, 
but sometimes you might get a flashback’ to an unpleasant 
experience. The happy ones can stick with? you forever. | still 
remember the picnic we had on the farm for my sixth birthday. 


makes you remember something or think about something 

stop yourself from thinking about something unpleasant because it upsets you 

an occasion when you suddenly remember something vividly that happened to you in the past 
you remember them 


ont nn 


Toby Wells 

24 For me this photo you sent me that Granny took conjures up? a series of crazy events. 
| got this diploma, then fell down the steps as | left the stage. As 
| fell, | grabbed the curtain and all the curtains came down on top 
of me and the professor! Then all the lights went out! It's amazing 
how one picture can call up'? an event in such detail. When | look 
at it, my thoughts always flash back" immediately to that moment. ` 


9 
10 


makes a picture, image, memory, etc. appear in my mind 
make one remember or think about a particular memory or idea 
1 get a sudden vivid memory of something 
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18.1 


18.2 


18.3 


18.4 


Exercises 


Choose the best word to complete each sentence. 


1 | was sitting in a train looking out of the window, when my mind suddenly ...................... back to 
that amazing trip we made to India. 
a) put b) flashed C) stirred d) associated 
2 Close your eyes and try to... up a picture of a place where you feel at peace. 
a) store b) eat c) conjure d) stick 
3 Ivan has an excellent memory - he can... up precise details of things that happened 
when he was a small child. 
a) come b) flood c) flash d) call 
4 Please don't talk about that day - I want to... it all behind me. 
a) put b) stir c) block d) summon 
5 Pablo should try not to let his regrets for what he has done...................... away at him. 
a) come b) eat C) stick d) flood 


Complete this dialogue with phrasal verbs from the opposite page. 


Maya  l'vejustfound this old dress at the back of my wardrobe. It....................... (1) me of 
that party at Anna's. Do you remember? It must be at least 20 years ago! 


Rory Goodness me! That certainly does ...................... (2) up some memories. I hadn't 
thought of it for years, but it's all....................... (3) back now! Do you remember all 
those roses she had everywhere? 


Maya That’s right. | always....................... (4) the smell of roses with Anna. 
Rory We spent all evening dancing together. We had such a lovely evening. 


Maya Actually, | don't know if we did. It’s all....................... (5) back to me now. Don't you 
remember, as we were leaving the party, Anna's brother came running out accusing you 
of stealing his wallet? He got really violent and started pushing you. 


Rory Oh yes! That was awful. Pd just completely ....................... (6) the memory out. 

Maya Well, I’m glad you did. If you hadn't....................... (7) it behind you, then we wouldn't be 
friends with him now. 

Rory That’s right. Anyway, it's the good memories that you want to ...................... (8) with 
you. Those are the ones to... (9) up for the future. 

Maya Well, we've got plenty of those we can ....................... (10) up when we need them. 


Explain the play on words in these titles of newspaper articles. 


1 COOK STIRS UP MEMORIES 
OF 1950s SCHOOL DINNERS 


Answer these questions using full sentences. 


1 What colour do you associate with your childhood and why? 

2 Is there any particular smell that reminds you of your childhood? 

3 What music conjures up memories of your youth? 

4 Is there any particular memory of your schooldays that you would like to block out? 
5 Which makes memories come back to you more powerfully - music or smells? 
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19 Making progress 
a Beginning and ending 


phrasal verb with collocations definition of phrasal verb | example 

new businesses / political suddenly appear or begin | At the turn of the century, new left-wing 
movements / buildings spring to exist political movements sprang up. 

up 


new buildings / factories / cafés | suddenly appear or begin | Pavement cafés have suddenly sprouted 
sprout up to exist 


up all over the town. 


open up opportunities/ 


make possible or become | The new shopping centre will open up all 


meeting/party breaks up 


possibilities or opportunities/ possible sorts of job opportunities. 
possibilities open up 
break up a meeting/party or a end, people start to leave I’m sorry to break up the party, but it's 


getting very late. 


finish with magazine/ 
scissors/salt 


no longer need Can you let me have the magazine when 


you've finished with it? 


trend/business/price bottoms 


reach a low level and stay | The share price fell steadily last year but 


meeting 


1 


out there has now bottomed out. 

game/match/anger/protest/ gradually become less The crowd started shouting and protesting, 

conflict peters out! strong and then stop but the protests soon petered out when 
completely they saw the armed police. 

wind up a business/interview/ end Jack intends to wind up his business soon. 


an interesting phrasal verb in that, unusually, to peter does not exist as a verb on its own 


BY Helping and hindering progress 


42 


We couldn’t continue when our cheap 
supply of materials dried up’. 


Things've been falling apart? since 
the new manager arrived. 


We can't do anything at the moment 
because the money's run out. 


We're pressing on? though we've 

had lots of problems. We can't do 

anything at the moment because 
the money's run out. 


1 
2 
3 


came to an end 
not working well 
continuing in a determined way 
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We had some staffing problems but 
the new HR person has magicked 
them away’. 


We got up to the third stage 
How’s progress with of our plan but haven’t made 
your business? much progress since. 


My PA has really improved 
things recently, so | hope we 
can hang on to? her. 


The CEO's whittling away (at)? 
the authority of middle managers. 


^ made them disappear, as if by magic 


5 keep 
€ gradually reducing 


19.1 


19.2 


19.3 


19.4 


Exercises 


Answer these questions. 


1 Would you be happy or unhappy if the exchange rate between your currency and the US dollar 


bottomed out? 
2 Which two verbs from the opposite page could you use to complete this sentence? 
Wind farms seem to be ....................... juxta ciu: up all over the countryside these days. 
3 Open up and break up can both be used with or without an object. True or false? 
4 If someone whittles away your confidence, do you feel more or less confident? 
5 If your anger peters out, does it become more or less strong? 


Complete the film blurbs below, using the correct verb or particle from the opposite page. 


TO CQ ft 


The Polyard Murders (18) 
As the food, drink and conversation 
io [2 PE (4), a social gathering at 
a large house in the town of Polyard 
rue (5) up around midnight and 
everyone heads home. However, two 
couples vanish on the way home and 

a murder hunt begins. Four more 
In the Net (PG) murders take place, but the killer's luck 


Leaving home and going off to college finally runs ................. (6) when a new, 
Neueste (1) up new possibilities for young detective from the city takes 
Nancy, a shy girl from a small town. over the case. 

However, she soon finds that her life 


starts falling ................. (2) when she 
gets involved with a handsome 
basketball player. Desperate to hang 
——À (8) to her new love, she 
embarks on a dangerous course of 
action. 


Rewrite these sentences to make them sound less formal using phrasal verbs instead of 
the underlined words. 


1 When you no longer need the scissors, could you pass them to me? 

2 They terminated the business in 2014 after a year of low sales. 

3 OK, so who's made the bottle opener vanish? It was here a minute ago! 

4 We've had some setbacks but we'll continue undeterred. 

5 lonly reached page 12 of the book before | got bored and stopped reading it. 


Explain the play on words with the phrasal verbs in these sentences. 


1 Mr Bellamy decided to wind up his clock-making business after 35 years. 

2 Three new greengrocers' shops have sprouted up in the town centre recently. 

3 Even though the dry cleaner's was not getting much business, the owners decided to 
press on. 

4 Anew trampoline factory has sprung up on the outskirts of the town. 

5 The Speedyheels training shoe company has run out of money. 
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Conflict and violence 


E—3 Particles in phrasal verbs connected with conflict and violence 


Some of the phrasal verbs in this unit have the particle up (smash up, flare up) where up 
suggests extreme or complete. In come at and fly at at indicates the direction of the violent 
action. Off suggests remove in bump off [(informal), kill] and fight off, and out suggests remove 
completely in wipe out [completely destroy]. Thinking about the meaning the particle adds 

will help you learn the verbs in groups and remember them better. 


— B) Talking about conflict and violence 
Faisal Why couldn't you buy a ticket? 


Emma The ticket office was closed and vandals had smashed up the machine on the platform. 


Fatima What happened to you? Are you hurt? 
Alex | Aman pushed me over and tried to steal my bag. He came at me from behind. 
Fatima Oh, that's dreadful! Did he take your bag? 


Alex — No,I managed to fight him off, then some people came and he ran off. 


Camille What did the boss say when you all complained? 


Albert Well, he just flew at! me and said | was irresponsible, then he rounded on? the 
others and ordered them to get back to work. I’ve never seen him flare up? like that 
before, you know, he just flew into‘ a rage as soon as | opened my mouth. 


Camille So relations are not good now? 


Albert No. It’s the biggest bust-up? we've ever had with him. But we're not going to let him 
push us around. 


1 suddenly spoke to me very angrily ^ if someone flies into a particular state (e.g. rage, 


? suddenly turned and attacked them panic), they are suddenly in that state 
or shouted at them angrily 5 (informal) an angry argument 
3 suddenly become very angry € tell someone what to do in a rude or threatening way 


Jade  Ihear your neighbours have been fighting one another! 


Ben Yes, Luke said Arthur had stolen some plants from his garden, so he set his dog on' 
him. Arthur kicked the dog, then punched Joss and almost knocked him out. The police 
had to come and break it up! 


T attack someone, or make a person or animal attack someone 


Eloise What happened at the end of the film? 


Maisie Well, they caught the man who'd been bumping everyone off, of course. 


-N Metaphorical uses of phrasal verbs to suggest conflict or violence 


The verbs in this group are particularly typical of newspaper language because they have 
metaphorical meanings, which is good for word play. 
The government promised to wipe out poverty. [make it disappear completely] 
The minister is fighting off calls for her resignation. 
Some newspapers are trying to drag the prime minister into the scandal. [talk about or bring 
someone or something into a difficult or unpleasant situation, especially when that person or 
thing is not seen as being connected with the situation] 
He published an article in a national newspaper as a way of striking back at his critics. 
[attacking someone who has attacked you (the literal meaning of striking is hitting)] 
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20.1 


20.2 


20.3 


20.4 


Exercises 


Complete these sentences by adding one word to the end of each one. 


1 


c -410» 01 3» C) h2 


| couldn't get anything from the vending machine because some hooligans had smashed 

We MC . 

When Charlotte told her mother she had scratched her car, she flew into a ....................... . 
He's terribly bossy, so make sure you don't let yourself be pushed ....................... à 

Tom hit the man so hard that he knocked him ....................... : 

Don't interfere in the fight yourself - wait for the police to come and break it ....................... , 
Robyn did her best, but she didn't manage to fight her attacker ....................... . 

If someone criticises you unfairly, it is better to ignore them than to strike ...................... ; 
My neighbour went to jail for trying to bump her boss ....................... . 


Correct the six mistakes with phrasal verbs in this paragraph. 


There was a terrible bust-off at work today. The departmental 
manager came into the office in a terrible temper. She flew on 
her PA and when people tried to calm her down, she rounded at 
them. | don't know what had got into her. She pushes everyone 
over a lot, but she's not normally quite so aggressive. | tried not 
to get dragged onto it at first, but she started shouting really 
loudly at Jessica, so | stepped in to try to break things out. 


Do the phrasal verbs in these sentences need an object? If so, add an appropriate object 
in an appropriate place. 


aAuoBRWN Hn| 


When | tried to enter the house, the dog flew at. 

Ellis can seem quite happy one moment and then the next he'll flare up. 

They threatened to bump off if he told anyone about the robbery. 

Because she had learned some judo as a child, Lauren found it much easier to fight off. 
| was completely taken by surprise when someone suddenly came at from behind. 
After only ten seconds in the ring, Henry's opponent had knocked out. 


Rewrite these sentences using the word in brackets. 


I 
2 


w 


Paul tried to involve me in the argument, but | managed to stay out of it. (DRAG) 

The old man thought the boys were trying to break into his house, so he told his dog to attack 
them. (SET) 

The aim of the organisation is to completely abolish cruelty to children. (wiPE) 

Although he is small, James is strong and he quickly managed to hit his attacker so hard that he 
became unconscious. (KNOCK) 

Uncle Ronnie can lose his temper very quickly if you say the wrong thing. (FLARE) 

The witness saw the thief attack the woman just as she was opening her car door. (COME) 

The robbers came running out of the bank, knocking down an old lady who was in their path. 
(PUSH) 

Older people often find it harder to get rid of colds and other infections than younger people do. 
(FIGHT) 


Find a story in a newspaper dealing with conflict or violence in some way. Note down any phrasal 
verbs that it contains in their context. 
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BEER Loud or unpleasant sounds 


46 


1 
2 
3 
4 


Hi Finn, 
Thanks for your email. 


l've more or less settled in to my new cottage. It's lovely — except for the neighbours. They are just so 

noisy! | can hear their sound system blasting out! at all hours of the day and night and one of them plays 
the trumpet — he’s belting out? jazz most evenings. At least he plays well, so that noise doesn't grate on 
me as much as it might! Much worse is the fact that one of them has a very loud voice and is also very 
bad-tempered. When she's angry she bangs things down’ and her voice booms out? and sometimes the 
arguments even drown out® my own music. I’ve asked them nicely if they could keep the noise down a bit, 
but they have ignored me. And | thought | was moving to a quiet village where the only loud noise would be 
bells pealing out’ on a Sunday morning! 


Hope all goes well with you. 


Cheers, 

John 
producing a lot of noise, especially loud music 5 makes a very loud noise 
(informal) playing a musical instrument or singing very loudly € prevent from being heard 


[n 


(of sound or behaviour) annoy ringing loudly (of bells) 


puts down with force because she is angry 


Sounds starting and finishing 


1 


2 


S 
4 


Hi John, 

Interesting to hear about your new cottage. l'm attaching an ad for some earplugs which claim to help you 
shut anything out!! 

| moved into a new flat a month or so ago, too. It’s next to the football stadium. | can't see the matches, but 

| can follow what's going on from the sounds | hear. A cheer goes up? whenever the home team shoots. But 
the sound quickly dies down? if the ball doesn't go in. Every time there's a match | find myself listening out 
fort the cheers. When | told my girlfriend that | wanted to stay at home to listen to the sounds of a football 
match, she burst out? laughing, thinking | was joking, and started talking about how we could decorate the flat. 
When another cheer went up from the stadium, though, her voice trailed offf and she rushed to the window 
in excitement. Then she stayed in the flat with me and spent all afternoon at the window watching spectators 
going in and out of the stadium. 


Cheers, 
Finn 


5 


prevent a sound from being heard (can also be used about (of a sound) suddenly started 


preventing a sight from being seen) (collocates with laughing, crying, with 
if a shout (e.g. cheer, cry, groan) goes up, a lot of people make a comment/remark) 

that noise at the same time € gradually became quieter and 
becomes less loud or strong and then stops then stopped 


making an effort to hear a noise which you are expecting 
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Exercises 


21.1  Putthese phrasal verbs into two groups, a ‘noisy’ group (making noise) and a ‘not noisy’ 
group (reducing noise). 


belt out boom out die down trail off keep down blast out 


making noise reducing noise 


21.2 Complete these sentences with phrasal verbs from 21.1. Use each verb only once. 


1 She was telling us about how angry Simon had made her, but her voice ...................... off when he 
entered the room. 

2 Aswe entered the club, the singer was ...................... out his latest song. 

3 Rock music was ...................... out from an open window as | passed the house. 

4 Children, please ...................... the noise down - Grandpa's having a rest. 

5 Major Frogshort’s voice ................... out across the square as he issued orders to his men. 

6 At6 p.m. the noise of the machines ....................... down and the workers went home. 


21.3  Choosethe correct particle to complete these sentences. 


1 Suddenly a cheer went ....................... asthe president appeared on the balcony. 
a) out b) up c) on 
2 lllisten ...................... for your call and come down to the street so you don't have to park. 
a) with b) to c) out 
3 Faye was so angry she banged her phone....................... , 
a) down b) on C) away 
4 These ear defenders shut ....................... 90% of external noise. 
a) down b) away c) out 
5 When she heard how the story ended, she burst ...................... laughing. 
a) into b) out c) in 
6 | love to hear the bells pealing ....................... at New Year. 
a) out b) on c) off 
7 The noise of a plane passing overhead drowned ....................... the radio and | missed the news. 
a) down b) off c) out 
8 She has such an awful voice; it just grates ....................... me every time she sings. 
a) to b) at c) on 


21.4 Answer these questions. Use a dictionary if necessary. 
1 If someone’s voice drones on, are you likely to enjoy listening to them or not? 


[R^ Cambridge : a f i : "- 
"W^ Dictionary 2 If birds are chirping away and if a person is chattering away, away suggests a continuing sound. 
True or false? 
aA 3 What particle would be best here? 
The cheers of the crowd built...................... to a roar as the runners approached the finish line. 
4 What particle would be best here? 
The noise of the train died ..................... as it headed towards the distant coast. 


5 What phrasal verb with ring can be used for all of these things? 
church bells acry a shot a shout applause 

6 What phrasal verb with come would fit in this sentence? 
Suddenly an announcement... sss the public address system warning 
everyone to evacuate the building. 
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In these television interviews, Members of Parliament (MPs) are defending their positions. 


Interviewer Recently you seem to have come out against! those in your party who want stronger 
anti-terrorist laws. Why? 


MP | haven't changed my position at all, and | stick by what I’ve always said. Those 
who side with? the terrorists or support them in any way must be opposed. But 
we need a mature debate about the causes of terrorism. 


mm 


stated publicly that you opposed an issue (opposite: come out in favour of) 
support a person or group in an argument 


N 


Interviewer You said you were determined to introduce higher fuel charges, but after the 
opposition from the trucking companies you seem to have caved in?. Why? 


MP We are a listening party and we always defer to‘ expert opinion. We were advised 
that higher charges would have a negative economic effect in the long term, so 
we have decided to go with? that advice. 


w 


agreed to something that you were against before, because of persuasion or threats 
(formal) accept someone else’s opinion because they know more or are more important 
accept a plan or an idea 


a A 


Interviewer You seem to be leaning increasingly towards? more conservative policies. Is there 
any truth in the rumour that you are about to cross over’ to the Conservative Party? 


MP No. The values | stand for? are liberal values, but | see no point in siding against? 
the Conservative Party on those issues where | agree with them. 


support or begin to support a particular set of ideas or a particular political party 
start to support a different, often opposing, person or group 

support 

opposing a person or group in an argument 


Oo Oo - o 


Note the phrasal verbs for supporting and opposing people or views in these newspaper extracts. 


17-year-old boy claims he was egged on! by his friends to steal cars. | 


1 encouraged to do something, often something that is wrong, stupid or dangerous 


Cheered on? by her supporters, Sadie Hinds beat the world record. 


? received encouraging shouts 


Mrs Gilmore, who celebrated her 104th birthday, when asked what her secret was, said 
she swears by? a glass of hot milk with a little sugar every night before bed. 


3 believes that something is very effective and that it will always work well 


Mr West said the club would not hear of^ letting children attend the event. | 


not allow something, or not allow someone to do something (always in the negative) 


The peace campaign was buoyed up? recently by a donation of €1,000,000. | 


supported and made more successful 


He was someone who always stuck up for$ the rights of the poor and the homeless. | 


(informal) defended or fought for something important 


4 


5 


6 
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22.1 


22.2 


22.3 


22.4 


Exercises 


Look at A opposite. Complete these statements from a political manifesto. 


TS PAY meee re for equality for all. 
We do not hesitate to... ee. out strongly against any case of injustice. 
Wee ccce by our principles at all times and never...................... in to threats 


or pressure from the opposition. 


Woo Um with the underdog and do not....................... to those who are 
wealthy and powerful. 


Look at B opposite. Put the words in the correct order to make sentences. 


1 runners / The / cheered / line / on / the / were / as / they / spectators / for / the / by / 
finishing / headed 
2 rely / sister / Tim / You / to / on / stick / little / can / his / for / up 
3 grandfather / by / My / garlic / a / of / raw / himself / as / way / from / colds / protecting / swears / 
catching 
4 bungee / My / have / mother / would / tried / we / never / hadn't / her / jumping / on / 
egged / if 
5 all-night / to / wanted / to / go / mother / party / an / it / her / wouldn't / but / of / She / hear 
6 of/ discovery / the / years / British / gas / the / North / The / up / buoyed / in / economy / 
Sea / some / for 


Which word from the opposite page could fit into all the sentences in each set? Note any 
new meanings of the word which you come across. 


1 Ifa politician doesn't... by what he has said, he will lose the voters' trust. 
Don't forget to... a stamp on each of your postcards. 
It is not always easy to... ee up for what you believe in if others are attacking you. 


2 | cannot believe that you would ....................... with the government on the issue of the war. 
Peter was warned not to ....................... against the minister if he wanted to have a successful 
career in politics. 

You will find a lot of interesting phrasal verbs on the left-hand ....................... of the page. 


3 Please come and ....................... me on in the tennis match. 
Josie is a bit miserable, so we really should go round and try to ....................... her up. 
Buses went up as the prince entered the stadium. 


4 Harry Carr's investment should help to .................... up the company. 
We always try to... each other up before giving important presentations. 
You must try to sail the yacht round that red... : 


Are these sentences correct? If not, correct them. 


1 My preferred course of action would be to get with what Ivan has recommended. 

2 He began his political life as a Conservative but crossed across to the Labour Party when he 
realised that he would be more likely to get a seat in Parliament that way. 

Many people start to lean more towards right-wing ideas as they become middle-aged. 

Either side with the prime minister or against him - don’t abstain from voting. 

| shall have to defer on your superior knowledge of the situation. 

My mother promises by a daily spoonful of honey to keep healthy all year long. 

Josh is not usually naughty himself but he is quick to egg others off. 

The headteacher said she would not hear of pupils coming to school with hair dyed a bright colour. 


ANNAN BW 
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Toby Sothe first thing on the agenda today is 
nailing down! the plan for next month's 
launch party. 


Magda Well, what happened at the senior 
management meeting? Did our budget request 
go through”? 


Toby Yes, it did. A couple of them didn’t want to agree to it at first, so | had to explain about the 
plans to invite local business leaders and other influential people. | had to leave before 
the end, but apparently they arrived at a unanimous decision and approved the budget. 


Kate Great. Well, Jon and I have already hammered out? a deal with a venue just down the 
road. The boss at the Olive Bistro can give us a great price. 


Magda  Shouldn't it be somewhere a little more upmarket? 


Kate | don't think you should rule it out* until you see it. It doesn't look like much from the 
outside, but they have done a great job with the recent refurbishment. 


Toby We don't have to settle on? the venue right now. We just need to come to an 
agreement by the end of the week. Maybe a couple of us should go and have a look at 
the Olive Bistro tomorrow morning. Magda, can | count you in?? 


Magda Yes, OK. And what about entertainment? At the last meeting Nigel was very keen on 
having a DJ. Do we all want to go along with’ that? 


! making a decision about all the details of something > agree on 

? be approved by an official authority € include a person in a plan or activity 
3 reached an agreement after a long discussion (opposite: count someone out) 

^ say no to something 7 


agree with someone's idea or opinion 


Agreeing after disagreeing 
At first only Tania and | liked the blue design best, but we gradually won the others round'. 


Ben wasn't sure about joining the special project team at the beginning, but | managed to talk him 
round? in the end. 


It took a while to persuade my line manager to send me on the business management course, but 
she gave in? eventually! 


When we first moved to an open-plan office, | didn't really like it. But l've come round to‘ it now, as 
it has improved communication in the team. 


The Board have finally backed down? over their proposals to restructure the department. 
The management had to bow to? pressure from the unions and give the pay rise they promised. 
She wanted to work in London originally, but in the end she had to settle for' the regional office. 


Two of the team had a big disagreement and weren't talking to each other for a few days. Fortunately, 
they seem to have smoothed things over? this morning. 


1 persuaded (can also be win over) 2 


? persuade $ do something you don't want to do (another way to 
3 agree after initially refusing say this is bend to) 
^ changed my opinion T agree to something which isn't your first choice 

8 made a problem less serious 


admitted they were wrong and changed their minds 


Tip 


If we persuade someone not to do something, we talk them out of something. He wanted to havea 
party while his parents were away, but I talked him out of it. 
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23.2 


23.3 


23.4 


Exercises 


Match the beginning of each sentence with its ending. 


The Marketing Director refused to go a) through last week, and it arrived in the post this morning. 


Although it's very unlikely that we'll b) to pressure and agreed to increase the annual 

get the contract, | wouldn't rule it dividend. 

l'd like to settle c) along with our suggestions about the new product 

| really want to smooth things design. 

The application for my credit card went d) round to his way of thinking. That's why he's such 
Lucy was very resistant at first, but a good negotiator. 

we eventually managed to win her e) on a date for the interviews as soon as possible. 

After a very difficult meeting with the — f) over with Roger, as we have to work together every day. 


shareholders, the Board finally bowed g) out completely. 
Dominic's very good at talking people h) over. Now she loves the idea! 


Choose the correct particle to complete these sentences. 


1 


6 
7 


We've booked the venue and the caterers. Now we just need to nail down / up / round the rest of 
the details. 

I’ve explained why we should update the website, but he just refuses to give up / in / back and let 
me do it. 

We spent ages discussing the new logo, and we eventually came to/ through / up against an 
agreement. 

Can we settle on / for / down a paint colour for the walls first, and then start looking at furniture? 
Polly agreed to / out / up the new schedule initially, but then realised that it didn't give her enough 
time to finish her work. 

Despite the fact that Mark was clearly in the wrong, he refused to back up / round / down and apologise. 
We need some volunteers to help organise the charity fundraiser. Can we count you on/ in / into? 


Rewrite each sentence using a phrasal verb based on the word in brackets in an appropriate form. 


1 


N 


am BW 


After two weeks of strikes, the company finally changed their mind and increased the overtime 
rate. (GIVE) 

Our application for planning permission was approved without any problems, so we can start 
building next month. (Go) 

We've got a general agreement, but it will take some time to work out the details. (HAMMER) 

Chris always just agrees with what the manager says. He never thinks for himself. (Go) 

It’s going to be difficult to finalise all the details of the training day until we’ve chosen a date. (NAIL) 
Charlie said he didn’t like the new website design, but | think he’ll change his opinion about it 
when he sees the latest version. (COME) 


Answer these questions. 


1 


If someone says they’ll go along with you when you make a suggestion, do they mean a) they agree 
b) they have changed their mind c) they disagree with you? 

If someone gives in too easily to their children, are they a) very strict b) easily persuaded c) always 
arguing with them? 

If your boss rules out an idea you suggest, does that mean she a) wants to do it b) isn’t sure 
whether to do it c) definitely doesn’t want to do it? 

If you hear on the news that a government is bowing to international pressure, does it mean a) they 
are keeping the same opinion b) they agree with other countries c) they are changing their mind? 

If someone says they want to smooth things over after an argument, does it mean a) they don’t 
want to talk to you again b) they want to make a problem less serious c) they want to agree 
with you? 
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Understanding 

As a maths teacher | find it interesting to see how pupils cope with my 

subject. Some pick up every new topic very quickly, while others take rather 
longer to catch on’. Some have to grapple with? the topic for a long time 

but eventually understand it very well. Some find it goes in better if they are 
presented with the whole picture right from the beginning, whereas others like 
me to break a topic down into small bite-sized chunks. Then they gradually 
piece it all together for themselves. Although some find it harder than others 
to keep up? with what | tell them, everyone usually cottons on" in the end. 

1 


(informal) understand 3 be able to understand something that is happening or changing fast 
? try hard to deal with ^ (informal) begins to understand 


Having ideas 


phrasal verb 


occur to sb 


definition of phrasal verb 


come into your mind 


example 


It suddenly occurred to me that he hadn't told me 
his name. 


hit on (an idea) 


have a good idea (especially one 
that solves a problem) 


We weren't sure how to celebrate our anniversary 
until James hit on the idea of spending the 
weekend in Paris. 


rough out 


reflect on 


write or draw the outline of an 
idea without going into details 


(slightly formal) think very hard 
about something 


The novelist said he always roughs out several 
plots before he decides which one to use. 


We all need to take some time to reflect on what 
has happened. 


think up sth or 
think sth up 


create an idea or plan using your 
imagination and intelligence 


Can you help me think up an idea for my 
presentation? 


play with (an 
idea) 


consider an idea but usually do 
not do it 


The headteacher played with the idea of 
introducing compulsory lessons in good manners. 


leap out at 


be immediately obvious 


| couldn't solve the crossword clue last night, but 
this morning the answer leapt out at me. 


Discussing ideas 


| have some great colleagues. Whenever | have a problem at work, | talk 
it through! with my supervisor. She always comes at? problems from a 
slightly different angle, and thrashing an issue out? with her helps me 
to see the problem more clearly and to find a solution. Then there is my 
marketing team. | am very proud of them. In our regular meetings to 
discuss new promotional activities, we bounce our ideas off* each other 
until we find something that we all like. We find that batting our ideas 
around? like this is really productive and results in great campaigns. 


1 discuss something in order to understand 


it better 


? approaches 


4 


5 


3 discussing something in order to find a solution 
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(informal) tell someone about an idea to 
find out what they think of it 

(slightly informal) discussing different 
ways of dealing with an issue 


24.1 


24.2 


24.3 


Exercises 


Complete this conversation using verbs from the box. 


Student J'vebeen...................... (1) with this idea you talked about in your lecture, that 
written language is becoming more like spoken language these days, but I'm finding 
it difficult. l've been tryingto...................... (2) out some chapters for my dissertation 
and | like this topic, but | think | need to ...................... (3) it through with you first. 


Lecturer Well, why don't... (4) a few ideas off you? Then you can see if they make 
sense. When you write emails to your friends, how formal are they? 


Student Pretty informal usually. 
Lecturer Let's just... (b) on that for a moment. What makes them informal? 


Student lsuppose it’s grammar for one thing. | use contractions like ‘I’m’ or ‘it’s’ instead of 
‘lam’ or ‘it is’. And slang words and so on. 


Lecturer Yes, and hasn'tit....................... (6) to you that what you're doing is sort of talking to 
people rather than writing to them? 


Student Ah. Isee. think I’ve... (7) on now. Things like email and text messages and 
chat rooms and so on are changing the way we write, is that it? 


Lecturer Exactly. Go away and think about it a bit more and I’m sure you'll....................... (8) on 
a few more ideas. Look at a few newspapers and magazines. Try and ....................... (9) 
the topic down into different themes, like grammar and vocabulary. 


Student OK, thanks. I'll probably be ableto...................... (10) it all together now. 


Lecturer Yes, and come back if you need more help and we can....................... (11) it out together 
and try and clarify it more. OK? Bye. 


Choose the correct particle to complete these sentences. 


1 l've been trying to think about / up / over a plan for a surprise birthday party for Theodore, but I 
haven't hit on / out / up the right idea yet. 

2 Ithought about the problem for ages, but then the solution just leapt over / away / out at me. 

3 Some ofthe trainees are very good at picking on / over / up new techniques, while others take a 
long time to catch on / across / in. 

4 It's hard to keep up to / with / for all the reading for my literature course. 

5 We formed a committee to bat a few ideas over / up / around for the college open day. 

6 Fora while we played with / on / at the idea of making all the courses compulsory, but we dropped 
it because it would be so unpopular. 

7 l|think we should try and come into / on / at the problem from a different angle. 

8 Itried to explain it to him, but new information takes a long time to go on / in / off sometimes! 


ps 


Find phrasal verbs from the opposite page which 
seem to treat ideas as if they are: 


1 balls that can be played with 
2 parts of a puzzle 
3 things that you need physical strength to deal with 


LLL 


P d Faz, 
c 29 7 
awe” wa, 
LO 


Max stared at the crossword for ages, but 
then the answer suddenly leapt out at him. 
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Arranging things 


A group of students are organising things for a college open day. Note how they use phrasal 
verbs to talk about arranging things. 


Ben We need something to prop up! the video camera. Maybe we could use that big box? 


Anna Or we could rest it on the bookcase. That could double up as? a camera support. 


! make something stay in a particular position by putting something underneath or against it 
? also be used as 


Tim Let's gather up all those brochures and stack them up in one pile over here. 
Elodie OK, then l'lhave to see about? an extra table; we've got too much stuff. 

3 deal with something, or arrange for something to be done 
Sacha We need to space out the tables a bit; they're too close together at the moment. 


Lizzie Yes, and we should line them up a bit better too so that it all looks neat. 


Paul Why don't we separate off’ all the student work displays and put them all together in 
the other room? 


Jake Yes, OK. l'll round up? some more helpers; it's going to be quite a big job. 


Paul Yes, and then separate out’ the first-year students’ work, the second-year students’ work and 
the third- and fourth-year students’ work and make a special display of it. That would be nice. 


Jake OK, but how will | know the first-year stuff from the rest? 
Paul The name and the year are on the back of each piece of work. 
remove something from a large group of things 


find and gather together a group of people or animals 
divide a group of people or things into smaller groups 


a A 


o 


Kelly Hey everyone, if you could pile up all your rubbish in the corner there, I'll get someone 
to take it all away at once. 


Paul OK, but | think we should sift through’ everything before we throw it away in case 
we're throwing away things we should keep. 


- 


examine a large collection of something, especially papers, usually in order to discover something or to decide 
what is important 


Other verbs connected with organising and arranging things 
We hoarded away dozens of bottles of water as we knew there would be a shortage in the hot 
weather. [put a supply of something in a safe place so that it can be used in the future] 


l've been trying to fix up a meeting with our local MP so we can get to know her better. [(informal) 
arrange] 


He folded up the scarf, wrapped it in gold wrapping paper and did it up with a red bow, ready 
to give to his grandfather on his birthday. [fasten or tie something] 


The headteacher geared his speech more towards the parents than the pupils. [designed 
something so that it was suitable for a particular purpose, situation, or group of people] 


Norton College ranks among the best in the country. [has a particular position in a list 
arranged in order of quality] 
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Exercises 


25.1 Answer these questions about the verbs in A. 


1 Whatother things can someone round up, apart from people? 

2 What might you prop your head up with if you're reading on the sofa? 

3 Which other verb in A is close in meaning to stack up? 

4 Ifyou sift through papers, what are you doing? 

5 Doesthe particle up seem to have any similar meanings in the verbs in A? 


25.2 Choose the correct phrasal verb to complete these sentences. 


1 We had to stick up / stock up / stack up the chairs after the meeting and lock the hall. 

2 Could you round in / round up / round off some people to help move the furniture? 

3 Let's separate off / separate away / separate out the blue forms, the green forms and the white 
forms so that they don't all get mixed up together. 


25.3 Complete the gaps in the texts with a particle from B opposite. 


My nine-year-old son is so untidy. I’m tired of trying to get him to 
fold his clothes ............ (1) and put them neatly into drawers. The 
trouble is, his drawers are full of other things - toys and games, 
stones and pieces of wood that he has hoarded ............ (2) for 
some reason or another. 


l've just done a presentation of our company's products with a major 
firm we'd like to do business with. It's ranked ............ (3) the biggest 

in the country, so we could make a lot of money if they agree to let us 
supply them with our boxes. | geared my presentation ............ (4) the 
quality of our boxes, and at the end of it | presented their team with 
one of our boxes done ............ (5) in specially-designed paper in their 
company colours and filled with information about our company. I 

= think they may be interested. They've certainly agreed to fix ............ (6) 
another meeting. 


25.4 Answer these questions using a phrasal verb based on the verb in brackets in your answer. 


1 What would you do if you wanted to discuss a business idea face-to-face with your bank 
manager? (FIX) 

2 If students are taking an important written exam, what are schools usually required to do with 
the desks where they sit to write their exams? (SPACE) 

3 If one leg of a table is shorter than the others, how might you use a book? (PROP) 

4 If you recycle your rubbish, why might you need several different containers? (SEPARATE) 

5 For a school photo, how does the photographer typically arrange the pupils? (LINE) 

6 If you are a student living in one room and you often have friends and family to stay with you, 
why might it be useful to have a large sofa? (DOUBLE) 

7 If you have a lot of papers on the floor and you want to tidy your room, what do you do with the 
papers? (GATHER) 

8 If you are going to meet someone who you've never met before at a crowded café, why might you 

each agree to wear something distinctive? (KNOW) 

You are arranging a party and want to ask an artistic friend to deal with decorating the room 

where the party is to be held. What could you say to your friend? (SEE) 

10 You have a pile of papers that you think it may be all right to throw away, but what is it a good 

idea to do with them first? (SIFT) 


co 
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26 Talking about size and number 
a Increasing and totalling 
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phrasal verb 


build up (sth) / 
build (sth) up 


definition of phrasal verb 


increase in amount, size or strength, 
or make something increase 


example 


Paula has been doing a lot of long-distance 
running to try to build up her stamina. 


bump up sth / 
bump sth up 


(informal) increase the size or 
amount of something, e.g. price, by 
a large amount 


Hotels in this town always bump their prices 
up when the film festival is on. 


round up sth / 
round sth up! 


increase a number to the nearest 
whole number 


The taxi fare came to £29.25, but we rounded it 
up and gave the driver £30. 


push up sth / 
push sth up 


increase the amount, number or 
value of something 


The TV series about Caitlin Cliff's pottery 
pushed up the value of her work. 


put on sth / put 
sth on 


if a person or animal puts on weight, 
they become heavier 


Bobby's put on six kilos since he stopped 
playing football. 


amount to sth become a particular amount When we added living costs to the fees, the 
cost of the course amounted to £34,000. 
add up (informal) increase and become a Bringing up children is an expensive business. 


large number or amount 


Clothes, shoes, food, toys, - it all adds up! 


1 


Decreasing 


(opposite: round down sth / round sth down - reduce to nearest whole number) 


Ice cream sales are high in summer but tail off as winter approaches. [decrease in amount] 


Since they employed a new chef, the quality of the food has really fallen off. [become smaller 


or lower] 


We'll never be able to get out of the car park now. Let's wait till the football crowds thin out a 
bit. [become fewer in number] 


Laura was so keen to get rid of her old car that | was able to get her to knock the price down a 
bit. [(informal) reduce] 


I’m afraid we have no choice but to slim the business down and some redundancies will be 
announced next week. [make it smaller in size, often by employing fewer people] 


Staying the same 


exams. However, the differences in grades between the sexes now seem to be 
levelling off! by the time pupils reach 18. At 18, boys’ results now average out at 
66% per exam, whereas the equivalent figure for girls is 67%. Several years ago 
there was concern at the rapidly rising rate of academic success among girls in 
comparison with boys, but this rate has clearly now flattened out?. It is believed 
that greater use of technology in the classroom is helping to balance things out’, 


This year 16-year-old girls have again done much better than boys in their school 


reviving boys' interest in their schoolwork. 


! becoming more similar (can also be level out) 


2 
3 
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stopped increasing or decreasing and begun to stay at the same level 
make things equal 


Exercises 


26.1  Correctthe mistakes with the phrasal verbs in these sentences. 


The total cost of our holiday amounted at nearly £500. 

The bill came to £22.20 each, so we rounded it over to £25 to include a tip. 
Helena has pushed on a lot of weight recently. 

It will take Joe some time to build on his strength again after such a long illness. 
The college hoped that the advert would push off enrolments for its new course. 
The new fertiliser claims to dump up agricultural yields considerably. 


aAnBWN Ee 


26.2 Match the statements 1-6 with the illustrations a-f. 
a b re d 


tl 7 1 2271 


2593 a LA PEN 
VIA ALMA 


1 Sales levelled out at £600. 4 They knocked the price down. 
2 The prices averaged out at £600. 5 Sales tailed off later in the week. 
3 The price was rounded down. 6 The price was bumped up. 


26.3 Answer the questions. 


1 The new manager has decided to slim the business down. 
What does the new manager intend to do? 

2 We picnicked in the forest in a place where the trees were beginning to thin out. 
Why might this have been a good place for a picnic? 

3 The graph showing hits on our website begins to flatten out in May. 
How many hits did the website get in June? 

4 Interest in politics seems to be falling off now, particularly among young people. 
Are young people more or less interested in politics than they used to be? 

5 Joseph's lack of interest in housework is balanced out by his love of gardening. 
How does the speaker probably feel about Joseph and what he does at home? 


26.4 Complete this email with phrasal verbs from the opposite page. 


eoo RA 


Dear Gordon, 


Sorry I haven't been in touch for a while. I’m not finding it so easy running my own business. We've 


had tornarsene orire (1) our prices because of strong competition, so our profits are 
DECINE tos. eenige seisin (2). They still... ebd sn (3) a pretty 
sizeable sum, but even so, it’s a bit worrying to see them ............sssss sss (4). I’m planning 
to close one of our factories. I hope that by 0.00... cece sss (5) the business in this 

way, I may be able too... cock sss (6) our profits again. All the worry has made me 
—— E adebeegaea (7) a lot of weight too because I tend to eat snacks to make me feel 
better. And as you know, it all... sss ! (8) 

Esther 
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Talking about success and failure 


The chief executive of a company is making a speech to the staff. Note the phrasal verbs 
connected with success and failure. F 


This year has been an eventful one. We've been able to 
capitalise on! the publicity we got in the new year with the 
launch of our new lines, and we've come out stronger than ever, 
despite strong competition. We've succeeded in reversing the 
downward trend we were suffering last year. What's more, we've 
managed to win back customers from the competition. We had 
been losing out to? international players, but now we can pride 
ourselves on? being able to offer better quality products at lower 
prices. In the middle of the year, we faced a hostile takeover 

bid from Diotecnics. We fought hard against it and finally won 
through’, as | knew we would. That bid fell through? and we 


are now stronger than ever. So | want to thank you all. 
4 


! use asituation in order to achieve something succeeded after trying hard to achieve 


good for yourself something 
? being less successful than 5 failed to happen 
3 be proud of 


Two students are talking on the phone about studying for exams. 
Harry | don’t think I’ll get through! the end-of-term exam this time. 
Libby Oh, really? Why? 


Harry Well, I’ve been really busy with the drama club, that’s the problem. 
| wish | could be one of those people who sail through? exams and still 
manage to pack in? a huge amount in their spare time. 


Libby Yes, me too. But never mind, you did your presentation the other day 
and you managed to carry that off" quite well. 


Harry I managed to fool everyone, you mean! | got by? only because | found 
some useful stuff on the Internet the night before. 


Libby Well, that's OK. That's what the Internet's for. As long as you didn't just 
copy it! 


1 pass 

? easily pass 

3 (informal) manage to do a lot of activities in a period of time 

^ succeed in doing or achieving something difficult 

5 (informal) had just enough or knew just enough of something to deal with a difficult situation 


Other verbs connected with succeeding and failing 
| couldn't really afford the time to go to a lecture on bees, but my curiosity won out and | 
went. [(informal) was stronger than other, competing emotions] 


The general lack of enthusiasm doomed the plan to failure. [made it sure to fail] 


The support of my friends and family helped to pull me through a very difficult time. 
[succeed in dealing with a difficult period of your life, or to help someone else to do this] 


You have to learn to rise above negative criticism if you want to succeed. [not allow something bad 
that is happening or being done to you to upset you or to affect your behaviour] 


Did you see the match on Saturday? We've fallen behind Liverpool by three points 
now. [failed to score as many points as another team or player in a competition] 
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27.2 


27.3 


27.4 


Exercises 


Rewrite each sentence using a phrasal verb based on the word in brackets in an appropriate form. 


1 Some people were going to buy our flat, but at the last moment the sale failed to happen. (FALL) 
2 Steve is very proud of his organisational skills. (PRIDE) 

3 The company was able to take advantage of the unusually wet weather by promoting its 
inexpensive umbrellas. (CAPITALISE) 

The England team lost the trophy in 2014 but regained it the following year. (WIN) 

It’s been a difficult year for us, but we have emerged from it with renewed vigour. (COME) 

Leila managed to pass her driving test at her first attempt. (SUCCEED) 

Hassan was beaten by his brother in the finals of the tennis tournament. (LOSE) 

They had a long battle in court to prove their innocence, but finally they succeeded. (win) 


c -10 0 p 


Complete the text below using the correct verbs. 


Y CQ fi 


Home About Blog Contact me 


A French Adventure 

13 MARCH 

Richard was very pessimistic about my plans to ride my bike 
from the very north of France to the south. He was convinced the 


project was aa (1) to failure despite all my attempts to 
persuade him that | would be able to ...................... (2) it off. He 
said | would never be able to... (3) in so many miles 

in the short period of time | had at my disposal. | knew I’d be 
unlikely too... (4) through the trip without any problems, 
but | made a great effort to ....................... (5) above all his negative 
comments. | am so glad | did! It wasn't an easy ride, and my 
French isn't great, but | managed to ....................... (6) by using 
gestures and a translation app. My determination ....................... 
(7) me through, and in the end I ..................... (8) in reaching 


my destination just one day later than planned. I'm glad to say 
Richard was there to congratulate me. 


Say whether the people in these sentences (a) succeeded in doing something, (b) succeeded in 
doing something but only in the face of difficulty or (c) failed to do something. 


1 He was so nervous when he stood up to sing, but I think he carried it off rather well. 
2 She sailed through the interview and was offered the job immediately. 

3 | lost out in the job interview to another woman who had more experience than me. 
4 l'd hoped to go to Peru in March but the trip fell through. 

5 We packed in such a lot on our trip to Korea - we saw all the main cities and sights. 

6 The college authorities ignored our protests at first, but we won through in the end. 


Correct the ten mistakes with phrasal verbs in this paragraph. 


Oliver has always wanted to become an engineer, but it was quite difficult for him to get a place at college. He 
didn't get in at his first attempt, losing off to applicants with better exam grades. However, at his second try he 
succeeded to win a place. He then sailed over all his first-year exams but failed some of his exams in the second 
year, as he started spending a lot of time on the rugby pitch, playing for the college first team, rather than in 

the library. Then his team fell back in the college league after three games, so he wasn't too happy and did even 
less work, and as a result he failed three exams. However, he's always prided himself for being able to revise 
very efficiently when he's really under pressure, and in the third year he did enough to pull himself across. His 
friends were amazed that he managed to carry it out, as they were sure he could not have packed up enough 
study in such a short time to get by the exams. But Oliver knew that he had only just got over and he resolved to 
organise his life much better after leaving college. 
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28 Discussing problems 


A Describing problems 


60 


1 
2 


Rosie How's life with you, Kate? Is everything going OK? 


Kate Not really. They're threatening to make some redundancies at work, so that's hanging 
over! me. All because senior management botched up? and lost the company millions of 
pounds last year! My daughter's relationship with her boyfriend of five years has broken 
down? because pressures they were both having at work began to spill over^into their 
private lives and they just couldn't cope. Then my son, the journalist, was in Phrasalia and 
got caught up in? the revolution there - he ran into* difficulties when he was trying to 
leave and we don't know when he'll get home. He even landed in’ prison for a few days. 


Rosie Oh dear! And how are you bearing up?? 


Kate Oh, it’s hard, but lm OK. But how about you, what's going on in your life? 


Rosie It’s quite stressful, too, as we've just learned Leo’s sister is riddled with? cancer... 


making us worry about what is going to happen € began to experience 

(informal) spoiled something by doing it badly 7 found himself in a difficult situation or 
failed unpleasant place 

have an unpleasant effect on another situation 8 dealing with a sad or difficult situation 
involved in an activity or situation which ? full of something unpleasant or bad 
prevented him from moving 


Dealing with problems 


We must all resign ourselves to! the fact that we will encounter 
problems throughout our lives. We cannot safeguard against? all 
unpleasant events. Nor can we walk away? from every difficult 
situation that comes along. We have to find ways of living with^ the 
bad situations that we inevitably face from time to time and find ways 
of ironing out? difficulties. We should not be too proud to fall back 
on? our parents for advice — we may be surprised at how helpful they 
can be. If the problem is a disagreement, then we may be able to 
smooth things over’. Explaining how we feel will sometimes be all 
that is needed to clear up? a misunderstanding. If we have behaved 
badly, then we should apologise and find a way to make up for? our 
actions. The important thing is not to resort to? behaviour that we 
know is wrong even if it seems to offer a temporary solution. Don't just grasp at'' 
the first chance of an easy way out - it may not be the right thing to do. 


Annette Berg, 
Therapist and 
agony aunt 


accept that something we do not want to happen 
will happen 

do things to stop something unpleasant happening 
stop being involved in a situation that is difficult to 
deal with 

accepting a difficult situation and continuing with 
our life while it exists 

doing something to resolve a problem 

use something when other things have failed, or 
when there are no other choices 

make a disagreement or problem seem less serious 
or easier to deal with, especially by talking to the 
people involved in it 
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8 give or find an explanation for, or deal with, a 
problem or disagreement 

? do something good so that the bad thing seems 
less important and does not cause a problem any 
more 

10 do something that you do not really want to 
because you cannot find any other way of 
achieving something 

H quickly use or accept an opportunity to do or have 
something, especially because you are unhappy 
with the present situation 


Exercises 


28.1 Complete these emails between Isabella and Nicole using phrasal verbs from the opposite page. 


Hi Nicole, 


Life's never easy, is it? I’ve had a big misunderstanding with my colleague Blake and I want to 

I bdo vasi deii (1) it up, but I’m not sure how. It’s been ....................... (2) over me for a week now, 
and I don't want relations to ....................s (3) down between me and him as I have to meet with him 
once a week. He thinks I told people he took time off when he wasn't really sick and as a result 


JE T RE (4) in trouble with the boss. All I had said was I was glad to hear it wasn’t anything 
serious. What should I do? Advice greatly appreciated! 


Isabella 


Dear Isabella, 


Well, you're right not to try to... (5) away from the situation. It's bound 

LO E E (6) over into your professional dealings with him. It sounds like you've got 
— Gch (7) up in some malicious office gossip. Invite him out to lunch, explain, and 
apologise for causing him any problems. That should ....................... (8) things over a bit. 

Tell him what a wonderful colleague he is. At moments like this you have to ....................... (9) to 
flattery! It's usually the only way to ....................... (10) up for saying or doing something you wish 
you hadn't. Most people can't resist being flattered! 


Hope that helps. 
Love, 


Nicole 


28.2  Rewrite the underlined parts of these sentences using a phrasal verb from the opposite page. 
Make any other necessary changes. 


1 When the doctors examined the dead man, they found his body was full of disease. 

2 ljust quickly accepted the first opportunity to get out of my boring job and do something more 
exciting. | wasn't prepared to just continue to accept it; | had to make a change. 

3 | was forced to use my knowledge of map reading from my days as a scout to help us find a way 
out of the valley. 

4 I’m sorry, I’ve done things the wrong way and caused a lot of problems for everyone. 

5 Ahealthy diet and plenty of exercise is the best way to protect yourself from heart disease. 

6 His life is difficult. His parents died last year when he was only 16. Now he just has to be brave and 
determined and try to carry on as best he can. 

7 lm afraid we just have to reluctantly accept the fact that we are going to have to sell the house. 

8 She tried very hard to resolve the misunderstandings between the two groups. 


Over to 


Look at the problem page of any English language magazine or newspaper and see how many phrasal 


verbs are used to talk about problems. Make a note of any you find, especially any not practised in this 
unit. There are also many problem pages in English on the Internet. Try doing a search for ‘problem page’. 
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Deciding and influencing 


Note the phrasal verbs for making decisions and influencing people and events. 


It's time for me to decide on that interesting offer I had last For a long time I've been toying with? the idea of 
week. I’ve mulled it over!, but I still don't know whether to say doing something completely different with my life. The 
yes or no and the deadline is tomorrow. I just want to be careful opportunity has finally come, but I need to size up^ the 
not to tie myself down? to something I might regret later. situation before I make my decision. 


=. 
w 


thought carefully about something for a considering (doing) something, but not very 
long time seriously and without making a decision 
stop yourself from being free to do what carefully examine a situation or person in 


N 
A 


you want to do order to make a judgement 

Have you heard the rumours about the changes that I'm sorry to hear about your disagreement with your 

are going to be pushed through? at work? I know colleague. It's clear that it's very difficult to reason with 
you've been singled out? for praise recently, but so her, but don't let her play on? your good nature and don't 
has your rival for promotion and I get the feeling that give in. Do your best to try and work things out!° with 
management are trying to play you off against’ each her, but if you can’t, I think you should consult your boss. 


other. I’m worried that the changes may result in her 


` . 9 
doing you out of? the promotion you deserve. 


use your fears/weaknesses to make you do what 
they want, often in an unfair way 

made officially accepted 10 think carefully about how you are going to do 
chosen from a large group of people or things, something and make a plan or decision 

usually in order to criticise or praise them 

encourage you to compete/argue with another to 

get some advantage from this situation 

(informal) stopping you from getting or keeping 

something, in a dishonest or unfair way 


o Uo 


= 


co 


In these dialogues the second speaker uses a phrasal verb to paraphrase what the first speaker says. 
Ahmed _ | might say no to the Berlin trip and go to Moscow instead, but I’m not sure. 
Julian So you're tending towards the Moscow trip? | thought you might. 
Lucy | think | now agree with you that we should postpone the new product launch. 
Stan Ah-ha! So you've finally come round to my way of thinking. 
Ryan That’s it. I’ve decided. I’m going to take the job in Madrid. 
Daniela Good! I'm glad you've arrived at a decision at last. You won't regret it. 
Dan So who's going to have the extra ticket? I’ve got a coin, if you like. 
Evan OK, let's toss for! it. ‘Heads’ - you get it, ‘tails’ — I get it. 


! throw a coin into the air to see which side lands facing upwards. For British coins, ‘heads’ means the side with 
the Queen’s head on it; ‘tails’ is the other side. 


Manon We need to encourage people to join the campaign and work with us. 


Charles Yes, we need to drum up more support. 


Do sb out of sth is not the only informal phrasal verb with do. We also find it in do in sb [kill], do out 


sth [decorate], do yourself up [make yourself look more attractive] and do without [manage without 
something]. Where verbs form groups like this, record them together. 
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Exercises 


Find phrasal verbs in A that match these definitions. 


ANA ABRWNH Ee 


play with an idea, consider it but not very deeply ..............ssssssssssssss e 
try to discuss something rationally with someone ................ssssssssss Hee 
consider something carefully over a period of time .............. sss 
make up your mind about something ..............ssssssssssssss eene 
unfairly deprive someone of something ................sssssssssss emen 
evaluate someone or something ..............sssssssssssssssses eene 
restrictorlmitsomeone «dete Ree EH eate eras tentlba hung dae eee tte ceded RBS 
select one person from a large group ...........sssssssssssss emere 


Answer these questions about the verbs in B. 


4 


What do you need if you and a friend agree to make a decision by tossing for it? 

If someone is tending towards something, have they made a definite decision? 

What is a drum and why do you think it is used metaphorically in collocations like drum up support 
or drum up business? 

If someone comes round to a decision, how quickly did they arrive at that decision? 


Complete these sentences with a phrasal verb from the opposite page. 


1 


N 


o 


- 


8 
9 
10 


If we talk about the problems between us properly, I’m sure we'll be able to ....................... 
things sss : 
| thought it was very unfair of Mrs King to... VOU ener for criticism in front 


of everyone else like that. 


Although the redevelopment plans are unpopular, the government is determined to ..................... 
them sss i 

Clara is very keen that her daughters should not ..................... themselves ...............ss by 
getting married too young. 

| hope it won't take you too long to... sss a decision. 

If we don't manage to .............ss ue E some more business soon, we may have 


to close down. 


Sometimes children seem to be able to sense a new teacher's weakness and they ...................... 
— it to their own advantage. 

If you can't agree on which film to go and see, we'll have to ...................... TEE it. 

You don't need to made a decision immediately - take time to ..................... VU esc ] 
Saif is only two, but he is already very good at... his father ....................... 

bau Ett his mother. 


Correct the mistakes in these sentences. If there are no mistakes, put a tick at the end of 
the sentence. 


c Non AUNE 


Everyone is trying to dissuade me from taking the job, but I’m tending for accepting it. 
You'll need to take time to shape up the situation before you decide what to do. 
Wicked Uncle Fred succeeded in making his brother out of his rightful inheritance. 
Erica is toying with the idea of going to live in Australia, but | don't think she'll do it. 

It took Lily ages to get her father to go round to the idea of her training as a bus driver. 
The careers teacher helps pupils in their final year decide on a career. 

The advert plays off people's desire to appear young and attractive. 

| don't want to do the washing-up either. Get a coin and we'll throw about it. 
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30  Exclamations and warnings 


The exclamations on this page are all informal. Be careful with the ones marked * as you risk 
insulting the person you are speaking to. 


1 


Encouraging others 


(lanin 


Go for it! 


BEEN Expressing impatience 


possible context you say this in order to ... 


Roll on 
(Friday)! 


You are in the middle of a very busy week at 
work. 


Can | look at 
your paper? 


Sure, Bos ahead! J 


a command used in musical contexts, meaning ‘Start playing/singing!’ 


show that you are looking forward to a 
time or event 


Dream on! 


A not very musical friend is telling you about 
their plans to become a famous rock star. 


tell someone that what they hope for is 
not possible and will not happen 


Grow up!* 


Hang on! 


Hang about! 


Go on! 


A member of your family refuses to speak 
to you. 


A friend is telling you about a problem when 
you suddenly think of something that might 
solve their problem. 


A friend has just told you that he’s been invited 
to appear in a Hollywood film. 


tell an older child or an adult to stop 
acting like a small child 


tell someone to stop doing or saying 
something, to wait a minute 


tell someone that you do not believe 
what they just said (Note: spoken with 
a falling intonation) 


Come on! 


Come off it! 


A friend is claiming he plays better chess than 
you - and you pride yourself on your play. 


tell someone you don’t believe them or 
disagree or are angry with them 


Wake up! 


You are telling someone how to do something 
but they are clearly daydreaming. 


tell someone not paying attention to 
listen to what you say 


Shut up!* 


Your two brothers are arguing when you are 
trying to concentrate. 


tell someone to stop talking 
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[R^ Cambridge 
Dictionary 


dictionary.cambridge.org 


Exercises 


Using exclamations from the opposite page, what could you say to a family 
member who ... 


was about to start a race in the hope of breaking a record? 

was acting in a childish way which was annoying you very much? 

told you a very surprising bit of news? 

told you he/she had just seen a flying saucer? (give two possible answers) 

was in a long-distance race and who was looking very tired and about to give up? 
was daydreaming and had not listened to something important you just said? 
said he/she intended to be an astronaut? 


NOOBWN L2 


Complete these sentences with a verb from the opposite page. 


T eee: on the end of term! I'm sick of studying. 

2 Obi ium on! I’ve just found her number; we can ring her straightaway. 

C —M CÓ up, everyone! Your glasses are still half-full. We have to leave now if we're to catch 
the film! 

4 < Tim Can | print something out on your printer? 

5 (Older brother to younger brother) ....................... up Tom, will you! I’m trying to work out this 


maths problem. 
6 (Emma is standing at the side of the pool) 


Emma Mum, watch me dive in! 


Mum OK EIE OE on then, but be careful, darling! 
T COMON annarar up, children! Grandma has cooked us a delicious meal. 
8 (Singer to guitarist) OK, ................ it away! One, two, three! 


Which exclamations from the list would fit these situations? Use a dictionary 
if necessary. 


1 Youthink a teacher should treat some students less severely. What might you say? 

2 Someoneis starting to lose their temper. What might you say? 

3 Achild is pulling at the clothing of another child, who is getting annoyed. What might the second 
child say? 

4 Someone is about to cross a busy road without looking. What might you say? 

5 You are waiting for a friend to arrive to go to the cinema, but he calls you to say he is running late. 

What might you say? 

A friend calls with some important information that you need to write down, but you don't have 

a pen. What might you say to the caller while you find one? 


o 
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Read these statements by different people talking about their jobs. 


The boss 


The union 
representative 


The assembly-line 
worker 


dl bh 
The administrative 
assistant 


o 


The scientist 


b Æ 


The office worker 


l'll be retiring next year. | already find that | can farm out! tasks | 
used to do myself. I’m slowly easing off? now so that | can step 
aside? next year knowing I’ve left everything in good hands. 


! give work to other people instead of doing it yourself 
? starting to work less or do things with less energy 
3 leave a job or position, especially so that someone else can do it 


We never like to call people out* on strike, but when we do, we 
have to be determined to see it through? to the end. We have to 
keep talking constructively and try not to get bogged down? in 
lengthy negotiations which only prolong the strike. 


^ order workers to strike 


continue doing a job until it is finished, especially when it is difficult 
(informal) become so involved in the details of something that you 
cannot achieve anything 


5 
6 


My job is monotonous. | just slog away’ day after day. People 
like me get passed over? for promotion, so we're not 
motivated. | often feel like packing this job in? and finding 
something else. One day I'll just hand in my notice and go. 


T (informal) keep working very hard, usually for a long time 


are not given a higher position because it is given to someone else 
(informal) stopping doing something, especially a job 


8 
9 


In this job you just have to fling yourself into!? your work and beaver 
away?! to get things done each day. | spend a lot of time running 
round helping other people. It's not a bad job, and sometimes I’m 
allowed to get off”? early if I've stayed late the day before. 


10 start to spend a lot of your time and energy doing something 


(informal) work hard at something for a long time, especially 
something you are writing 
12 leave the place where you work, usually at the end of the day 


11 


| decided to go in to research, as | wanted to do something exciting. 
| don't think I’m cut out for? teaching. University was fun, but 
now I’ve got to knuckle down" and build my career. 


13 have the right qualities for something, especially a job 
14 start to work or study hard, especially if you have not been working 
very hard before canlt find ‘buckle down’ 


Well, in this job you just plug away” and hope the day will 

pass quickly. If | have to write a report, | do what | can to cobble 
something together’®, but | don’t ever feel that | achieve anything 
worthwhile. Most people in my position just coast along?’ and 
dream of the summer holidays. 


15 (informal) work hard at something for a long time 


make something quickly and not very carefully 
17 do only the things that you have to do without trying to go faster or 
be more successful 


16 
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Exercises 


Answer these questions about the phrasal verbs in this unit. 


Which verb focuses on working with enthusiasm? 

Which three verbs focus on stopping work? 

Which two verbs focus on working without using too much energy? 
Which four verbs focus on working hard? 

Which verb is based on an animal metaphor? 

Which two verbs are based on metaphors connected with the land? 


aAuoBWN HE 


Rewrite the underlined parts of these sentences using the word in brackets in an 
appropriate form. Make any other necessary changes. 


1 Louise always approaches her work with great enthusiasm. (FLING) 

2 | really think that it is time you applied yourself much more seriously to your studies. (KNUCKLE) 

3 Asaresearch scientist, you just have to keep working hard at your experiments over a long period 
of time and eventually you'll get results. (PLUG) 

4 If this morning's meeting goes smoothly, | should be able to leave work by 1 p.m. (GET) 

5 The meeting was going well until we got really involved with the details of the sales conference 
party. (BOG) 

6 I’m not sure exactly what I’m going to say in my speech, but I’m sure I’ll be able to get something 
ready by tomorrow morning. (COBBLE) 

7 There comes a time when it is best for an older manager to withdraw and let a younger person 
take over. (STEP) 

8 | always say that if you start a job, you should make sure you finish it. (SEE) 


Correct the six mistakes with particles in this paragraph. 


l'd hate a job where | could just coast about without needing to think about what I was doing. 
l'd far rather keep busy and really don't mind how much | have to slog off each day. ld soon 
pack off any job that didn’t keep me working hard. | fling myself onto everything | do. Even 
when I was at school, | used to beaver up at my homework as soon as | got home from school. 
My sister certainly never used to knuckle into work in the way | did. 


Complete these sentences using verbs from the box and the correct particles. Put the 
verbs in the correct form and make any other necessary changes. 


1 Ican't stand the sight of blood, so I’m not really ....................... nursing. 

2 If you hate your job so much, why don't you just ................... your notice? 

3 When several workers were unfairly dismissed, the trade union official decided it was time to 
—— MÀ on strike. 

4 Asa PA I spend most of my time .................... after my boss. 

5 We've had a very busy few months at work, but things are beginning to ....................... now. 

6 Liam is very good at his job, so | can't understand why he always gets ...................... while less 
able people get promoted. 

7 Our company has started doing a lot of outsourcing, which means that we .................... jobs that 
we previously used to do ourselves. 

8 Ever since she was a child she has wanted to ....................... medicine. 
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Going through college 

Sam and Ben are twin brothers. They have a very rich grandfather who offered to put them 
through! university. Sam sailed through? his exams at school and easily got into? a good 
university. Ben wanted to go to the same university, but it was harder for him to get in. 
However, in his last few months at school, he managed to get through’ all the necessary 
exams. Both brothers wanted to major in? law. Sam had worked in a law firm in several 
summer holidays and this experience was able to count towards? his degree. Ben spent his 
holidays playing sport. Sam continued to study hard and soon left most of the other students 
in his group behind’. At the end of six months, the professor creamed off? the best students 
and moved them up to the next class. Sam was in this group but Ben was not. The professor 
felt he was more interested in rugby than law and this counted against? him. He was marked 
down for careless mistakes in a number of his essays and by the end of the year he had fallen 
behind?! the rest of his year. His tutor says he'll be lucky if he even scrapes through? his 
exams. His grandfather has arranged to come and visit him and Ben is feeling a little nervous. 


al T 


pay for them to study at university made much faster progress than others 
easily passed separated the cleverest or most skilful people 
succeeded in getting a place (at a school, from a group and treated them differently 
college or organisation) ? contributed to his bad marks 


2 8 


4 succeed (in an examination or competition) 10 given a lower mark 
5 (US, Aus) study something as their main 11 failed to remain level with a group of 
subject at university people that was moving forwards 


be part of what was needed in order to 22 


complete something 


(informal) passes but only just 


In the library 


Let me try to describe this scene in a university library. A girl with long hair is poring over! 

a map. Next to her a boy is skimming through? some books, looking for some information on 
wind energy for his thesis. At the same table is a girl with short hair, who has buried herself 
in? a journal. Next to her a boy is ticking/checking off^ names on a list - he's crossed off? 
one of them. There is a busy and studious atmosphere in this library and | hope this has come 
across? in my description. 


1 studying carefully 5 removed a word (e.g. name) from a list by 

? reading quickly without studying the details drawing a line through it 

3 given all her attention to € been expressed clearly enough for the reader 
^ writing something next to each item on a list to understand it 


in order to make sure that everything or 
everyone on it is correct, present, or has been 
dealt with 
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WE Cambridge 


«es Dictionary 


dictionary.cambridge.org 


32.5 


Exercises 


Match each sentence on the left with a sentence which follows logically on the right. 


1 Hetook three weeks off in the middle of term. a) He got through all the exams. 
2 Hedidn't read the book thoroughly. b) He was marked down. 

3 He searched the manuscript carefully. c) He just skimmed through it. 
4 He was very successful at college. d) He fell behind with his work. 
5 Hedidn't keep to the set topic for his essay. e) He pored over it for hours. 


Complete these sentences using the correct particles. 


1 It cost Oscar and Nina a huge amount of money to put three children ....................... college. 

2 Artem sailed oo... all his exams at school but found things much harder at university and 

only scraped ....................... his final accountancy exams. 

I’m afraid you'll have to cross my name ...................... the list for the trip next Saturday. 

4 The college basketball team always seems to cream ....................... the best athletes and other 
sports suffer as a result. 

5 She was so brilliant, she left all the other students ...................... , 

6 Theend-of-semester marks in each year all count ....................... your final degree. 

7 like Professor Watson’s lectures; they're so clear. His ideas don't come ....................... nearly as 
well in his books. 

8 He was on the borderline between pass and fail, but his poor attendance on the course counted 
yoripodedten atiis him and they failed him in the end. 


Ww 


Rewrite each sentence using a phrasal verb based on the word in brackets. 


1 As each person arrived she asked their name and put a tick on her list. (check) 
2 She picked up her favourite novel and became completely absorbed in it. (bury) 
3 He decided to take economics as the main subject for his degree. (major) 
4 His tutor transferred him to a higher class. (move) 

5 What sort of grades do you need to be given a university place in your country? (get) 
6 lapplied to Oxford University but | wasn't accepted. (get) 


Make suitable questions which could come before these answers. Use a dictionary 
if necessary. 


1 Pd like to go on to university. 

2 ljust wanted to take up a new subject; that's why | gave it up. 

3 No, she dropped out at the end of the first year. 

4 |can't - I’m snowed under. I’ve got two essays to do for tomorrow. 


Answer these questions about your own experience of study. 


1 Atschool did you usually sail through or scrape through your exams? 

2 Have you ever fallen behind with your work? 

3 Do you think a teacher has ever marked down your work unfairly? 

4 What other things apart from exam results can count towards getting into a good university in 
your country? 
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Lectures and seminars 


70 


In a lecture 
In today’s lecture, I’d like to look at' Sonda’s explanation of this 
phenomenon. 


To start with’, | think we need to consider the importance of 
geographical location. 


Hanes has an interesting theory about the relationship between culture 
and language which draws on’ the results of Kaminsky's research. 


Traynor set out’ to test the theory using a range of new technologies 
which were not previously available. 


Because the results are based on a very small sample, we have to allow for? a significant margin of error. 
A study was carried out? with 152 diabetic patients over a three-year period. 

| want to round off’ my talk by returning to the question | asked at the beginning. 

To finish off? today, I'd like to spend some time looking at a couple of previous exam questions. 
Finally, | want to point out? that there is a list of additional sources on this topic on the 

second page of your handout. 

If you didn't get down” all that information, don't worry. I'll be emailing the list of assignments 

to you later today. 


1 focus on € done 
? begin 7 finish in a satisfactory way 
? uses information from 8 end, complete 
^ intended to ? highlight 
5 take into consideration 10 manage to write down 
Seminars 
eoo 
Seminars mae eS 


Seminars are classes with small groups of students and give you the 
opportunity to look into! a topic in detail. You can also bring up” 
any questions you might have and discuss them with the tutor and 
other students. Seminars often involve weighing up? different ideas 
that were mentioned in your lectures, so it’s a good idea to go over* 
your lecture notes and other research just before you attend. 


Sometimes a student will be asked to put together? a short 
presentation, which will be used to start the discussion. If you are 
presenting, then it's important to carefully think through? the points 
you want to make. You don't want to end up’ with nothing to say! 
However, it’s always better to sketch out? your ideas with rough 
notes, rather than writing out? every word of the presentation. 


If you are not presenting, you should still try to read up on? the 
subject before the seminar in order to get the most out of! it. 
During the presentation, try to jot down"? any new ideas or key 
points. And don’t forget to type them up” later. You might also 
make a note of any questions that you want to follow up!" later, 
either during the seminar or through research afterwards. 


1 investigate 8 roughly plan 

? startto talk about ? write (or rewrite) in full 

3 thinking about something carefully, comparing 10 do background reading on 

^ study again H take benefit from 

5 prepare (by collecting together different elements) 12 make a note of 

i plan carefully 35 rewrite in full (on a computer) 


be in a situation (at the end) 14 find out more 
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33.3 


33.4 


Exercises 


Look at A opposite. Complete the sentences using the verbs from the box and the correct 
particles. Put the verbs in the correct form. 


allow carry draw finish ^ point set start 


1 


2 
3 


4 
5 
6 


7 


Zeyneb’s experiments were mostly ....................... in the 19th century using much less sophisticated 
equipment than is available today. 
This theory .................... research from several well-known scientists. 


| thought we could read Hayder’s research for the seminar tomorrow, but my tutor ...............0....... 
that the original research paper is over 700 pages long! 

Alexander Fleming didn't ....................... to discover penicillin when he started experimenting with 
bacteria, but it was one of the most important discoveries of its time. 

He spoke for 50 minutes and then ...................... the lecture with a question and answer session. 
Firstly, Pd like to ....................... an introduction to the subject of quantum physics, before moving 
on to some key definitions. 

If we... variations caused by weather conditions, the results are broadly in line with 
our predictions. 


Choose the correct alternative to complete these sentences. 


O14» 0)hN n| 


8 


9 


Our tutor asked us to put away / together / off a report based on what we'd discussed in the seminar. 
The handout had a list of references so we could read to/ along / up on the topic before the next lecture. 
| always jot down / type up / write out the key points during a lecture even if there's a handout. 
When | sketch out / jot down / type up my notes later, it helps me remember what | learned. 

I’m just going to sketch out / bring up / follow up my initial ideas for the essay tonight, and then 

| can work on it in more detail next week. 

Think through / Get out of / Follow up the essay question carefully and identify the issues you need 
to talk about. 

It’s really important to end up / follow up / weigh up all the evidence before presenting your final 
argument. 

After a long discussion, we got out of / ended up / went over agreeing that the character of Becky 
Sharp was not likeable, but very interesting. 

We're going to end up / go over / get out of the solutions to the problems in last week's exam and 
discuss any questions. 


10If you want to think through / go over / follow up on the question Jemma asked about game 


theory, | can recommend a couple of interesting books on the subject. 


Rewrite each sentence using a phrasal verb based on the word in brackets in an appropriate form. 


ANANABRWNeE 


This morning we’re going to focus on Maslow’s ‘Hierarchy of Needs’. (Look) 

The lecturer highlighted the fact that this research is still in its very early stages. (POINT) 

To begin, | want to talk about the background to the research. (START) 

In order to make the most of the seminar, it’s a good idea to do the suggested reading beforehand. (GET) 
Can I borrow your lecture notes? | didn’t manage to write down the last few points. (GET) 

Don't worry about writing every word; just make a note of the key points. (JOT) 

For next week's seminar, l'd like you all to research one aspect of this theory. (Look) 

l'd like to finish the lecture today with a short video. (ROUND) 


Correct the mistakes with the particles in these sentences. 


1 


2 


3 


4 


an 


The biology department needs undergraduates to help carry through research on plant cells over 
the summer, and I’m going to apply. 

The department has just received some funding to look through the links between diet and certain 
types of cancer. 

He spent most of the summer working on his thesis but ended out having to change it when some 
new research came out. 

The discussion we had last week brought into some very interesting questions about US foreign 
policy in the 1950s. 

As you read for on the subject for your essay, don’t forget to make a note of useful sources as you go. 
A group of engineering students from Bristol have set off to prove the strength of plastic by 
building the largest Lego structure in the world. 
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34 Writing essays 


This unit contains phrasal verbs which are all suitable for use in formal essays. 


SSS Read Rebecca’s notes for an essay she is going to write on the subject of ‘Globalisation’. 
Her notes contain useful phrasal verbs for essay-writing. 


Plan: 

Devote a paragraph each to opposing arguments 

Mention how globalisation often deprives workers of their rights 
But also mention how poorer countries can profit from global markets 
Relate globalisation to other changes (mobility, Internet, etc.) 
Refer to recent international gatherings (G8 etc.) 

Cater for non-technical readers as well as specialists 

What best sums up' the present situation — give examples/quotes 
Things to remember! 

e Aim at being neutral 

e Base opinions on sound evidence 


e Don't let irrelevant details detract from? the main argument 


1 represents the most typical qualities of something (Note that this is the only verb on this page where 


the particle can come either before or after the object.) 


? make something seem less good than it really is or than it was thought to be 


——13) Look at these extracts from essays where phrasal verbs have been used successfully, helping 
to create a good written style. 


Furthermore, it is a quiet village and basically consists of families with very young children. 


Democracy is founded on the ideal of equality for all citizens. [(always passive) based on a 
particular idea or belief] 


The people have many difficulties to contend with: poor soil, inadequate roads and lack of 
investment. [have to deal with a difficult or unpleasant situation] 


Government economic policies have resulted in an improved standard of living in the region. 


We need to find ways to improve on the current system of distribution of goods. [do something 
in a better way or with better results than when it was done before] 


Efforts to interest young people in the political process often fail. We need to invest more 
thought in finding ways of involving young people in politics. 


Many people object to their leaders treating them as if they were not capable of running their 
own lives. (Note the -ing form of the verb after object to.) 


The university has always insisted on a high standard of teaching and research. 
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Exercises 


34.1  LookatA. Complete this paragraph with the correct particles. 


4:21PM 


In this essay I intend to discuss the advantages and disadvantages of the 
information revolution. | shall relate technological change (1) other 
changes in society, referring extensively (2) the literature in the field. 
| shall consider how some people, particularly those in wealthier countries, 
have profited enormously (3) the information revolution. However, | 


shall also devote considerable attention (4) the way in which some 
people in poorer societies suffer by being deprived (5) access to the 
information which others enjoy. | shall then present the mobile phone as 
the device which seems to sum (6) the essence of the information 
revolution, basing my opinions (7) the evidence | have presented and 
aiming always (8) objectivity. 


34.2 Complete these sentences using the correct particle and an appropriate ending. 


The: researchiteam: consists... eet ee batte euadere be espe iet vedanta . 
Immigrants to the UK have to contend ooo... cece eect eene nenne E 
The headteacher would like to interest more pupils... . 
The examinations board insists .............sssssssssssssss eee eee : 
It is essential that society should invest... i 
The change in the law resulted ..............ssssssssssssssssseeeeemeeemeee nennen , 
The government is keen to improve .............sssssssssssssssseeemeeenee eene nennen : 
The writer's philosophy is founded ..............sssssssssssssssssseemeeeee eene nnns ; 
Some critics have objected............. eet be petes petes ee e e Rr et tide . 


(0-410501 4» UNBE 


34.3 Find the only example sentence on the opposite page where the particle could be in a different 
place. Rewrite that example sentence putting the particle in the alternative position. 


34.4 Rewrite each sentence using a word from the box so that it keeps the same meaning. 
Use each word only once. 


1 The teaching materials will bear historians as well as economists in mind. 
2 The recent problems in the company are bound to make its reputation less favourable. 
3 The policy of clearing the hillsides of trees appears to have led to an increased danger of flooding. 
4 There are three players from France, one from Sweden and two from Russia in the football team. 
5 Many people did not like being moved from their houses to high-rise flats. 
6 Having your freedom taken away from you is a very difficult punishment to endure. 
7 In her article, the writer frequently quotes a research study carried out in Canada in 2015. 
8 The book has been written for undergraduate students who have little previous knowledge 
of the subject. 
9 For me, this song captures the atmosphere in rural England in the 1980s. 
10 Much of the book deals with the writer's experiences in the United States. 


Choose a subject that you specialise in or are particularly interested in and write a paragraph relating to 
that subject. Use as many of the phrasal verbs from this unit as you can in your paragraph. 
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A U N Be 


Doing business 


E Business News in Brief IE 


B Howard Green of M and Q is moving to Paris to head up! the company's 
new French operations. Green will also be looking after? M and Q's 
interests in Francophone Africa. 


B There are growing rumours, as yet unconfirmed, that Scottish Mobiles is 


planning to buy out? its rival Celtic Telecom. 


B 20-year-old pop star Anastasia is reported to have set her parents up with 
the restaurant business they have always dreamed of. 


be in charge of (or, simply, head) 


responsible for 


buy a company (or part of a company) so that you own all of it 
given them the money they need to start a business 


Here are some useful business collocations or common word combinations using phrasal verbs. 


phrasal verb 


aim sth at sb 


| collocating words 


a product / programme / magazine 
at women / young people / students 


| definition of phrasal verb 


intend something to influence someone, or be 
noticed or bought by someone 


break into sth 


a new market / work in the media / 
Hollywood 


become involved in a type of business or 
activity that is difficult to become involved in 


bring in sb/sth or 
bring sb/sth in 


customers / clients / new business 


attract people, encouraging them to buy 
products or services 


bring out sth or 
bring sth out 


a new product / a book 


produce something to sell to the public 


deal in sth 


art / shares / drugs 


buy and sell particular goods as a business 


firm up sth or 


arrangements / prices / details 


make something more definite or precise or 


firm sth up less likely to change 
sign up sb or a new employee / a model / a film get someone to sign a document stating they 
sign sb up star / a basketball player will work for you 


turn out sth or 
turn sth out 


cars / films / computers 


make or produce something for sale 


turn over sth or 
turn sth over 


$6 million / £100,000 


generate a specific amount of money in a 
particular period of time 


When you come across a new phrasal verb in a business context - or indeed in any context - it can 
be useful to note it down with two or three collocating nouns. 
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‘sa Dictionary 


dictionary.cambridge.org 


Exercises 


Complete this radio interview using words from the box. Use each verb in the correct 
form only once, unless otherwise indicated. 


Interviewer Welcome to our weekly spot ‘The two-minute interview’. My guest this week is 
Gordon Flockheart, chairman and CEO of the Kiros group. Gordon Flockheart, 


year. What's the secret of your success? 


Flockheart Well, first and foremost, | owe a huge debt of gratitude to my grandfather, who 
UM cce IN om (3) me up in business at the young age of 24. Since then | have been 
very fortunate in getting the right people to ....................... (4) after my interests. 
Secondly, we... (5) in high-value, luxury personal goods and we've 
succeededin ....................... (6) into markets where other companies thought they 
had a monopoly. We've... (7) out new products at the right time and at 
the right price, and we've ....................... (8) them at the higher end of the market. 


Interviewer There are rumours that you would like to ....................... (9) out one of your main 
rivals, Lasaque. Any truth in that? 


Flockheart We are in negotiations with Lasaque, there's no secret about that, but nothing has 
beeni s s Eee (10) up yet. The markets will just have to wait and see. 


Interviewer There have also been rumours that you are considering selling off your clothing 
range and focusing on accessories and electronics. Is that true? 


Flockheart No, that's just a silly rumour! We're actually....................... (11) out more clothing 
items than ever and have....................... (12) in a lot of new customers thanks to 
our latest range of menswear. 


Interviewer There we must leave it. Gordon Flockheart, thank you. 


Complete each of the sentences below with an object from the box. Put it in the correct 
place or places in the sentence. 


Our business has had lots of success in Europe, but now we'd like to break into. 
Have you heard? Latifa has been asked to head up. 

Arsenal has signed up. 

Her father made his fortune by dealing in. 

Get your people to call my people to firm up. 

The new factory is already turning out a week. 

The Alpha model is aimed at. 

The company is planning to bring out soon. 


c Non AUNE 


Many phrasal verbs can have different meanings in other contexts. Write two sentences illustrating 
two different ways in which each of these phrasal verbs can be used. Use a dictionary if necessary. 
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Hi Sara, 


How are you coping financially this term? My parents had to bail me out! last week. I'd run through? 
a huge amount of money without realising it and I couldn't pay my fees. But they coughed up? without a protest. I 
guess I’ll have to work off the debt in the holidays. Expensive being a student, isn't it? 


Freyda 
1 help a person or organisation to get out of 3 (informal) provided money, often unwillingly 
difficulty by giving them money reduce the size of a debt by earning money 
spent a lot very quickly to pay for it 


4 
2 


| can’t believe my mobile phone bill. It gobbles up? a large part of my salary every 
month. And I’ve had so many other bills! I’ve had to break into? my savings and use 
money l'd put by’ for the holidays. 


5 6 


(informal) uses a lot of something, especially start to use an amount of money that you 
money have been saving 
T saved in order to use it later 


Hi Matthew, 

Just back from my trip to South America, which was fantastic, but it set me back? €8,000 and cleaned me 
out? completely. I was just wondering if you could lend me a couple of hundred euros? I'll square up? with 
you when I get my next pay cheque. 


Robert 


8 (informal) cost a particular amount of money, usually a large amount 
? (informal) you used all the money you had on it 
10 (informal) pay somebody the money that you owe them 


D 


mu i A 
D ~ ff 
= i. E 
|; = udi 


5 


| came into!! some money recently. My great aunt died and left me a 
very generous sum and | got a big bonus at work last month, too, so 

the money’s been rolling in! ? I’m seriously considering buying a flat 
and renting it out. mo 


E 


H got money from someone who died 
12 (informal) arriving in large amounts 


Financial services 


If you are unable to pay everything in the same What are the best ways of ploughing back! 


month, we'll arrange for your payments to be profits into a small business? Call us for 


carried forward to the next month. advice. 


1 putting money that you have earned into a business in order to make the business bigger or better 


If your aim is to put aside? money regularly, our monthly savings plan 
enables you to pay a regular sum into your bank account each month. 


? save money for a particular purpose 
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36.3 


36.4 
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Exercises 


Answer these questions about the verbs on the opposite page. 


1 Which five verbs in A suggest that a large amount of money is being spent or received? 

2 Which three verbs suggest that someone is putting money into a bank account or saving it in 
some other way? 
Which two verbs in A suggest that someone is paying back a debt in some way? 
Which verbs are more informal ways of saying: 

) settle a debt c) make someone spend all their money 

b) give someone money to help them d) use a lot of money rapidly 

5 Which verb relates to earning money from property? 


v BW 


Complete these sentences using phrasal verbs from the opposite page. 


1 My parents told me not to rely on them to ....................... me out if | got into debt. 
2 | couldn’t pay everything this month, but I’ve been allowed to carry the remainder 
R esed & to next month. 


3 The burglars took everything I had; they totally ....................... me out. 

4 Have you managed to... any money by for the holidays? 

5 My car is terribly expensive - it seems to gobble ...................... all the money | earn. 

6 If you can lend me £100, ll... up with you when | get paid. 

7 Buying property and then ....................... it out is supposed to be a very good investment. 
8 Every birthday, Grandpa gives me some money to ....................... into my savings account. 
9 Forthe first couple of years, we ploughed our profits ....................... into the business. 


Match the beginning of each sentence with its ending, completing each sentence with 
the correct particle. 


1 Itis going to take me ages to work I EE E more than I had anticipated. 

2 For the first few years, we ploughed D) ECRIRE some money on your gran’s death. 
3 Dotry to puta little bit of money C) geausestnaninen my student debts. 

4 I’m grateful to my mum for coughing disnei my savings for as long as | can. 

5 You will certainly come Q). hiec enormous sums of money. 

6 Buying a car unfortunately set me U germ enough money for me to buy a car. 
7 |wantto put off breaking B) secant all our profits into the business. 

8 Chris started gambling and he ran 1) TRE each month for a rainy day. 


Here are some more phrasal verbs relating to money. Work out from the context what 
they mean and rewrite the sentences replacing the underlined verbs with a word or 
phrase that means the same. 


1 | never had much money when I was a student but | managed to scrape by somehow. 
2 If everyone chips in, then we should be able to afford a nice leaving present for Beth. 
3 Rashid's been raking in money ever since he had that brilliant idea for a website. 

4 Atthe bakery it was Amanda's job to cash up at the end of every day. 

5 Jason staked a ridiculous amount on a horse race and, needless to say, he lost it all. 


Answer these questions. 


1 How much did your last holiday set you back? 

2 What kinds of things do people usually put money aside for? 

3 What, apart from a flat, might gobble up your money? 

4 What do you think it is worth breaking into savings for? 

5 Who would you ask to bail you out if you had financial problems? 
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BEEN Moving house 
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Hi Freddie, 


I’m just settling in! to the new house now and beginning to enjoy it. There were so many things that 
needed doing in the first few days. I had to chuck away~ some old bits of furniture that belonged to the 
previous owner, put up? my bookshelves in the study, smarten up‘ the living room with a coat of white 
paint, wash down the kitchen walls and units, put away all the kitchen things that were still in boxes, 
mop up” a pool of oil in the garage, block up* a suspicious-looking hole that could have been a mouse 
hole (aargh!) and put all the empty boxes out in the rubbish. I thought I'd never finish! As I’m writing 
this l've got the TV on and one of those home-improvement programmes is just about to start. I’m going 
to switch it off — I can't take any more! 

Once I’ve got the place straightened up?, I'll invite you over for a meal. 

Love, 


Abigail 


becoming relaxed and happy in new surroundings 

(informal) get rid of something that is not needed any more (also chuck out) 
fasten a piece of furniture (e.g. shelves, cupboard) to a wall or assemble something 
make a place (or a person) look tidier 

use a cloth or a mop to remove a liquid that has been dropped or that has spread 
fill a hole so that nothing can pass through it 

(common collocation: put the rubbish out) 

made tidy 


oS o of WN E 


At home 


Pull up a chair and come and sit next to me. | want to show you something. [move a piece of 
furniture (especially a chair) near to something or someone] 


The last person to leave has to lock up. [lock all the doors and windows of a building when you leave it] 


We were sorry to part with our old sofa, but our son needed one for his flat. [give something 
away, usually when you do not want to] 


Pull/push the door to, will you? It’s cold in here. [only used of doors and windows: close or 
almost close a door or window by pulling it towards you / pushing it] 


Here, let me plump up this cushion; then you can rest your head on it and relax. [make 
something (e.g. cushion, pillow) rounder and softer, especially by shaking it] 


We'll have to move those bags and shoes; they're just cluttering up the hallway. [fill 
something in an untidy or badly organised way] 


We've had the bedroom done out in pale green. It's a nice relaxing colour. [decorated (also done up)] 


This morning | forgot to clear away the breakfast things before leaving the house. [remove in 
order to make a place tidy] 


I’m fed up with having to clean up after / clear up after my flatmates. [remove dirt someone 
has made / make the place tidy by putting things back where they belong] 


Associating a set of phrasal verbs with a place or a situation (e.g. your house or flat) will help you 
remember them better. 
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Exercises 


Look at the pictures and complete the descriptions below with verbs from the opposite page. 


"eto some spilt milk. 


Answer the questions using one of the verbs from A opposite. 
1 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 


Match the phrasal verbs on the left with their definitions on the right. 


What do you do with the cups and plates after you have washed them up? 

What do you do if a child has put greasy fingerprints all over your walls? 

What do you do if someone spills some juice on your kitchen floor? 

What should you do with your old newspapers? (give two possible answers) 

What might you do if you want to display your favourite ornaments in your room? 
What would you do if you noticed a small hole at the bottom of the wall? 


1 settle in a) move something nearer 

2 doout b) discard 

3 pullto c) improve the appearance of something 
4 chuck away d) close 

5 stopup e) feel at home 

6 clutter up f) fill 

7 pullup g) decorate 

8 smarten up h) make a mess somewhere 


Complete these sentences in an appropriate way. Use one of the phrasal verbs from the 
opposite page and any other words that you need. 


1 I didn’t hear you come in because I’... rather loud. 

2 My flatmate tends to make a mess when she's cooking and leaves me to ....................... 
— her. 

When you go to bed, please don't forget too... , 

The bookcase was too big for our new flat, so we had to .................... 

Erica is untidy. There are always lots of things ...................... her room. 

Our hall hasn't been decorated for years - it’s time we... ] 

Living in a student hostel was odd for Khalifa at first, but he soon ....................... ; 

If | lay the table, you can... after the meal. 

You'll make the sofa look more comfortable if you ....................... 


CO OND WH BW 


mm 


(Use two phrasal verbs.) 
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It took me all day to ....................... those wild, crazy kids and get the plate... ee again. 
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38 Clothing and appearance 


A Actions connected with clothing and appearance 


tie back your hair The trousers are too long, 


The trousers are too short, 
so let them down. 


| so take them up. 
BY] Dressing up to go out 


Lottie is telling Alice about a party she went to. 


80 


Lottie Most people looked really smart - there were some amazing designer outfits - but there was 
one man in a weird getup! with a red wig. It looked as if he thought it was a fancy-dress party! 
Alice (laughs) What did you wear? 
Lottie Well, to tell you the truth, it was rather a disaster. | wanted to wear my little black 
dress, but | had trouble getting into? it. | didn’t realise how much weight I’ve put 
on over the past few months. I'll have to let it out? or else lose some weight! When I'd 
finally squeezed into it, | looked so awful in the mirror I just took it straight off again and 
pulled on^ my boring old brown dress. You know, the wool one with the full skirt that 
l've worn a million times. 
Alice Oh, | like that dress. 
Lottie Well, so do |, but it was all creased and I didn't have time to iron it, so | just smoothed 
it down? with my hands and hoped for the best. | was so late by this time, | didn't 
realise till | got to the party that | had the wrong colour shoes on. | was still wearing my 
sister’s cast-offs®, which go perfectly with my black dress but not with my brown 
one! But it didn’t really matter because when the music started, | flung my shoes off’ to 
dance anyway. 
! the particular clothing, especially when strange ^ put on clothes quickly 
or unusual, that someone is wearing 5 press with your hands in order to make 
? be thin enough to be able to put your clothes on something flat 
3 make a piece of clothing wider by removing € clothes which have been given to somebody else 
the sewing from the side edges and then because the first owner cannot use them any more 


sewing closer to the edge of the material 


removed very quickly 


Remembering a story and the verbs used to describe the events is a good way of learning a series of 
verbs at the same time. 
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38.2 


38.3 


38.4 


Exercises 


Answer these questions. 


1 
2 
3 
4 
5 


6 
7 


What other item of clothing can you roll up apart from your sleeves? 

What else can you zip up apart from a jacket? 

Do you know the opposite of zip up? (Clue: it is not a phrasal verb.) 

Can you think of anything else you might tie back apart from hair? (Clue: don’t think of clothing - 
think of something that might hang down or grow too much.) 

What other things apart from trousers can be let down or taken up? 

What do you think you are doing to trousers if you (a) let them out or (b) take them in? 

What sort of clothes do people put on when they dress up, for example as a famous person, or as 
someone from another historical age? 


Choose the correct word to complete these sentences. 


1 


2 


3 


uo 


co 


| had no time to think about what | looked like, so I ....................... on my old jeans. 
a) rolled b) pulled C) let d) took 
Come on - time to... up your sleeves and get down to work. 
a) pull b) zip c) roll d) tie 
Sienna stood up, .................... down her skirt and began to address the audience. 
a) smoothed b) got c) tied d) zipped 
To my embarrassment | suddenly realised that I...................... my T-shirt on backwards. 
a) took b) had c) got d) let 
| ate so much on holiday that | had difficulty ....................... into my suit today. 
a) pulling b) dressing C) getting d) zipping 
Do we need to... eee up for the party tomorrow? 
a) zip b) fling c) tie d) dress 
| was so tired that I just 0.0000... off my clothes and fell into bed. 
a) rolled b) got c) flung d) let 
When I was a child | always hated wearing my older brother’s ....................... -offs. 
a) let b) cast C) get d) zip 


Complete these sentences with the correct phrasal verb expression from the 
opposite page. 


We were surprised when we arrived at the party because the host was wearing a kind of 


Superman epei with a mask, cape and blue bodysuit. 

My ten-year-old daughter loves getting ....................... in my dresses and high-heeled shoes. 
Now that I’m pregnant I can't... any of my clothes. 

Those trousers look a little tight around the waist. Shalll....................... a bit for you? 

(Father to young child) You'd better ....................... your jacket ....................... . It’s cold outside. 


Answer these questions. 
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Who do children often get cast-offs from? 

Have you ever gone out with the wrong shoes on? 

Have you ever had difficulty getting into something you haven't worn for a long time? 

Do you think a lot about what to put on or do you just pull on the first thing you find? 

If your jeans needed to be taken up, would you do it yourself or get it done for you? 

Have you ever had to dress up in fancy dress for a party? If so, who or what did you dress up as? 
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39 Relationships 


Sr Getting to know someone 


82 


Daisy You and Lucas have been going out together! for ages now, haven't you? 
Isabelle Yes, we have. Longer than I’d ever have imagined when we first met. 
Daisy Why, didn’t you like him much at first? 

Isabelle No, | warmed to? him at once - it was just the odd way we met. 

Daisy Oh, how was that? At a club or at work? 


Isabelle No, we got stuck together in a lift that broke down. That’s what brought us together’! 
We were the only people there, so we soon struck up‘ a conversation. We discovered 
we'd got a mutual friend - Martha Gordon. You know her, don't you? 


Daisy | know of? her. I’ve heard of? her because my brother used to talk about her a lot, but 
l've never actually met her. She went to work in Australia, didn't she? 


Isabelle That's right. Lucas had just heard from her, so he told me all her news and then we got 
on to all sorts of other things. Anyway, I thought he was really nice. 


Daisy So, you flirted with’ him, no doubt! 


Isabelle Justa little, perhaps. Anyway, by the time they'd repaired the lift he'd asked me 
to go out with him. And that was six months ago! 


! having a romantic relationship € know a little about her because of being told 

? started to like about her 

3 caused us to be friendly with each other T talked and behaved in a way which shows 

^ started (collocates with conversation, someone that you are sexually attracted 
friendship) to them 


5 have heard of her but don't know her personally 

Relationship problems 
eee Ca f 
Advice: Relationships 


I really like a girl in my English class. I'd love to ask her to come out for a coffee, but F 
should I wait for her to make the first move? — Alfie, London 


Iam worried about my partner. He got mixed up with some untrustworthy people when 
he started a new job six months ago. Should I say anything to him? — Grace, Dundee 


Ihave been happily married for ten years. However, lately, my wife has been getting more 
and more distant with me. I now suspect she may be cheating on! me. What should I do? — 
Connor, Belfast 


Last week I made the mistake of telling my daughter-in-law that she fusses too much over? 
her children. I didn't mean to upset her, just to help. But it has caused a major bust-up? in 

our relationship and it’s come between‘ me and my son too. How can I patch things up?? + 
— Isla, Glasgow 


My best friend is always sucking up tof our lecturer. I think she’s trying to butter her up’ so 
she gets better grades. It’s annoying and unfair. Should I say anything? — Megan, Cardiff En 


5 
6 


1 (informal) having a sexual relationship improve the situation 


with someone else (informal) trying to make the lecturer like her 
2 pays too much attention to by doing and saying things that will please her 
3 (informal) break (in a relationship) T (informal) be very nice to someone so they 
^ spoilt the relationship will do what you want 
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39.1 


39.2 


39.3 


Exercises 


Rewrite the underlined part of each sentence using a phrasal verb from A opposite. Make 
any other necessary changes. 


1  Marwa Do you know the novelist Madeleine Parker? 


2 Robert | was surprised to hear Nick and Polly have got engaged. 


Anna | wasn’t. They've been having a romantic relationship for two years. 


3 - Max Did you see Tim talking to that American girl at the party? 


Will Yeah, he was chatting to her and behaving in a way which showed he 
was attracted to her all evening. 


4 Harriet Did you have any success getting to know that dark-haired guy? 
Katie No. | tried to start a conversation with him, but he wasn't very friendly. 
5 Jason You seem to like the new boss, anyway. 


Andrew Yes, | started to like him straight away in fact. He's very nice. 


6 - Sara Did you and Liam first meet at the tennis club? 


Amber Yes, you could say it was tennis that caused us to be friendly with each other. 


Correct the mistakes with the particles in these sentences. 


I’ve never met Antonia Goff, but | know with her because Charles works with her. 

| had an email last month from Dominic, but | haven't heard to him since then. 

| think Joe is cheating to me. Somebody saw him out with another girl. 

Mrs Butler fusses ever so much on her two sons, even though they're adults. 

Daria spent all evening flirting to her friend's brother. 

I’m afraid my son is getting mixed up of some bad company at university. 

Majid struck off a conversation with the person sitting next to him, and the flight passed quickly. 
Rosa told me about your bust-out with Sebastian. 


c NAOn AUNE 


Answer these questions. 


1 Michael and Ella are trying to patch things up. Are things good or bad between them at the moment? 

2 Ifyou warm to somebody, do you feel (a) anger towards them, (b) in love with them, (c) a liking for them? 

3 Ifa discussion about money comes between two people, what does it do to them? 

4 If you suck up to your teacher, do you (a) say things to annoy him/her, (b) say things to please 

him/her, (c) respect him/her? 

If you want someone to do something for you, what could you do to encourage them? 

6 If you have a bust-up with someone, do you have (a) a big party to celebrate something, (b) a 
match or competition to see who's best, (c) an argument causing a break in your relationship? 

7 If someone says ‘Mary got mixed up with some guy from London’, do they think Mary was in a 
good relationship or an undesirable one? 

8 Which is correct in this sentence, go or come, or both? 
| really like Josh; | wish | had the courage to ask him to ............ out with me. 


uo 


Over to 


Find an example of an article about relationships in a magazine. Make a note of any phrasal verbs 
that you find in the article and write them down in their context. 
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40 Character and personal qualities 


a Talking about negative qualities 


84 


(informal, always continuous) becoming old 


though they may offend people 


Leah What do you make of Natasha's new boyfriend? He's getting on! a bit, isn't he?! 


Naomi Yes.He must be at least 20 years older than her. | must say | didn't like him very much. 
His eyes were boring into? me and it made me feel uncomfortable. 


Leah I’m glad you felt like that too. He really scared me. 


Naomi Scared you? You need to toughen up? a bit! You shouldn't let anyone scare you. It's not 
just his eyes, though, is it? He's so outspoken"! In fact, he's rude. 


Leah He swore at me the other day. | didn’t answer back though. | wouldn't descend to? his 
level. And how about the way he speaks about his sister? 


Naomi No wonder she's a bit odd. Having a brother like that would screw me up?! 
Leah lm amazed Natasha's so keen on him. | had her down as’ a sensible person. 


Naomi You know, sometimes I think she's like a teenage girl who needs to grow out of? 
needing a father figure. | mean, she's 30, not 13! 


$ (informal) make someone feel confused and 


looking very hard at unhappy about their life 

become stronger and more able to deal with 7 (informal) thought that they were a particular 
problems (also transitive: toughen sb up) type of person (especially when they are not 
having a tendency to express opinions even in fact like that) 


8 stop doing something as you get older 


5 behave so badly 


Talking about positive qualities 
Look at this speech by a company manager at a party for a colleague who is retiring. 


1 


say that you know someone and that you 4 
can promise that they have a good > helping people to feel more confident 
character or good skills e 
? became apparent 1 


Jack is leaving us today and | want to wish him a happy retirement. Having worked closely with him, 

| can personally vouch for! his unswerving loyalty to the company over the last 21 years and his 
extraordinary skills as a personnel manager. Right from the beginning, his ability to handle people 
shone through’. He prided himself on? the good relations he enjoyed with junior staff; he knew that 
good relationships mean everything in the workplace. It was always such a pleasure to see how his face 
would light up^ whenever he managed to solve a tricky personnel issue; for him, resolving a difficult 
situation was its own reward. Jack was also excellent at drawing out? younger, less experienced 
members of staff, and he showed that rare talent for bringing out? the best in all his colleagues. I’m 
sure everyone would agree that he always came across’ as calm, professional and committed to his 
staff. His departure will be a great loss to the company. 


look very happy 


making qualities more noticeable 
appeared to be 


3 took pride in 


Note how the meaning of a phrasal verb can sometimes vary depending on whether it is used with 


an object or not. For example, come across (see above), when it is used with an object means ‘find 
or meet something/somebody by chance’: / came across an old photo of us when we were at 
university the other night. Make a note of any verbs whose meanings change in this way. 
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40.2 


Exercises 


Look at these pages from Georgia's private diary, where she writes about people she knows 
and works with. Complete the text using phrasal verbs or adjectives from A opposite. 


MON 17 WED 19 

The affair with Chloe seems to have Funny e ces (5) Ava down as 
a erry ae (1) Hugo up quite badly a fairly .......................(6) person, but 
- he seems so unhappy and confused. she’s actually the complete opposite, 
He'll have to m (2) up quite shy and quiet when you get to 


if he’s to cope with life and all the 
horrible things that can happen when 
you're in love. Poor man. 


TUE 18 


Spent the evening with Victoria and her 
new partner. | don't know how old Simon 
ie3butiheis' definitely e (3) on 
a bit and his hair's going grey. 


Pad day at the office - some documente 
got lost. The boss suspected me and Evie. 
His eyes just. eere (4) into usina 
very accusing way and he questioned us for 
along time. 


know her better. The good thing is she 
seems to have ee" (7) out of 
her girlish infatuation with that stupid 
man Henry at last. | guess she’s more 
mature now she's turned 30! 


THU 20 


Lydia and | almost had a serious 

row last night. She insulted me a 
couple of times and | felt furious, but 
lrefuse to s (8) to her 
level, even though it would be easy 
enough! 


Complete these annual appraisal summaries, written by a personnel manager, with the 
correct particles. 


1 Zoe sometimes comes... as a little aggressive, but in general she has good relations 
with her colleagues and seems to bring ....................... the best in the staff she manages. 

2 Elizabeth has had to overcome a great deal due to her physical disability, but her determination 
and will to succeed always shine ....................... despite the difficulties. 

3 Luke prides himself....................... his ability to cope with huge amounts of stress and to meet 
deadlines. He has always met deadlines, though I can’t personally vouch ....................... his ability 
to deal with a major crisis. 

4 It's always so nice to see how Cameron's face lights ...................... whenever he is praised for 
his achievements, and he has had some notable successes in the last 12 months. Let's hope it 
continues that way. 

5 Louis is very good at drawing ....................... the shyer and less confident members of staff. He 
seems like an excellent candidate for promotion in the next round. 


Over to 


Try and find some job advertisements in English. Job descriptions often refer to personal qualities 
needed for the job. Note any phrasal verbs you find. 
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Feelings 


pan Note the phrasal verbs connected with feelings. 


Hi Francesca 


| don't know what I’d do without your support. At 
the moment, I’m finding it hard to summon up 

the energy to get Qut of bed in the morning. | don't 
know if I've gone off? the idea of making a career 
as a singer or if | just don't care for? the type of 
music the band is playing now. | feel as if the band 
leader has got something against me and is trying 
to turn the other members of the band against? me 
too. | know | need to loosen up and that | mustn’t 
work myself into’ a state about it — staying calm 
and confronting him is the only way to resolve the 
situation — but | feel so low, | can't face it. 


Love Phoebe 


! find (used about someone trying hard to 
find a quality that is needed) 

(UK, Aus) stopped liking 

don't like 

dislikes for some reason 

make others dislike 

relax mentally 

make myself feel very upset 


NOu B t€ M 


Hi Phoebe 


| understand just how low you're feeling, 
but you can snap out of it and not give 
in to? all these negative thoughts! | know 
you, and | know you can get through this. 
| think you're secretly hankering after? 
a change and perhaps leaving the band 
would be a good idea. If you do decide 
that's the best way forward, I’m sure 
you'll soon perk up!! and be your usual 
self, brimming with? enthusiasm for 
everything! 

Love Francesca 


8 (informal) force yourself to stop feeling sad or upset 


? if you give in to an emotion, you stop trying not to 
feel it and you allow your actions to be controlled 
by that emotion 

wanting very much 
1 become happier or more energetic 
12 filled to capacity with 


10 


Note how the second speaker uses a phrasal verb to paraphrase the first. 


Erica Bella was very angry. She was almost crying. 


Julian Yes, it was obvious she was choking back! her anger and fighting back? the tears. 


! forcing herself not to show her feelings 


? trying hard not to show an emotion 


Will Armand looked so surprised when he received his leaving gift, didn't he? 


Paula  Yes,I think he was bowled over by everyone's generosity. 


Zara Molly suddenly started talking uncontrollably about her emotions. 


Luke Yes, she let it all spill out, didn't she? 

Ellie You didn't look physically and mentally able to tolerate such a long meeting. 
Rosie — No,l wasn’t feeling up to it. l'd had a cold and was feeling tired and weak. 
Aisha Iwas very sorry to hear that Isaac's mother has died. 

Natalie Yes, poor man. My sympathies go out to him and his family. 

Salim — | think the news shocked Imogen and really upset her. 

Ollie Yes, it obviously shook her up a lot. 


Ruby | felt so sad as | stood at the War Memorial. 

Evelyn Yes, an overwhelming feeling of sadness came over everyone. 
Emma We should stay calm and not do or say anything stupid. 

Jack Yes, we mustn't let our emotions run away with us. 
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41.2 


41.3 


41.4 


41.5 


Exercises 


Complete these sentences with a verb from A. 
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When you came for the job interview, you were ..................... with self-confidence. 

| just couldn't... up the courage to tell my boss | wanted a pay rise. 

Please try to... up and look a bit more cheerful before our visitors arrive. 

Mia has a nervous disposition but usually manages not to ....................... in to her fears. 
She's ose after a major career change, so she might go back to university. 

Try not to... yourself into a state about everything; calm down. 

I’ve really ...................... off football recently. | used to love it, but now it just bores me. 
Stop being so bad-tempered. Just .................... out of it! 

He was very nervous at the beginning of his presentation, but he ...................... up after a 


minute or two. 


Which verb in B matches each definition? 
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force yourself not to show some feeling ....................... 

begin to affect oe 

surprise or please alot ...................... 

make someone feel shocked or upset ...................... 

encourage us to do foolish things ...................... 

feel physically and mentally strong enough to do something ....................... 


Which phrasal verb from the opposite page fits each set of collocations? 


1 


anger 3 an easy life 
10 eee tears ro sestserciusredes (a) change 
disappointment a fast car 
charm 4 excitement 
to.De... oett by someone's beauty ior enthusiasm 
generosity self-confidence 


Read the remarks about different people and then answer the questions below. 


Keira doesn't care for her boss. Felix can't snap out of his bad mood. 
Joel was quite bowled over by the news. Hannah tried her best to choke back her tears. 
Harvey ought to perk up a bit. Sofia is turning people against the boss. 
Poppy is brimming with anticipation. Aaron has something against his teacher. 
1 Whoisfeeling down? 

2 Who is finding it hard to change how he feels? 

3 Whois feeling dislike? 

4 Who is making people dislike someone? 

5 Who wanted to cry? 

6 Who dislikes someone for a reason that is not apparent? 

7 Who was very surprised about something? 

8 Whoisreally looking forward to something? 


Rewrite each sentence using the word in brackets. 
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Layla let her feelings become very obvious. (SPILL) 

Grandma doesn’t think she could manage a long flight. (FEEL) 

We must not allow our feelings to make us do something we'll regret. (RUN) 
You mustn’t let those feelings of insecurity take over. (GIVE) 

Everyone suddenly felt very tired. (CAME) 

We extend our sympathies to all the victims of the disaster. (Go) 
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Social life 


Social and emotional commitments 


Hi Nicholas, 


What did you get up to! at the weekend, anything exciting? We had quite a nice weekend here. 
It was my mum's birthday, so my sister and I treated her to? a night out. We took her out for 
dinner on Saturday, and then we went on to a jazz club because she's a great jazz fan. 


Mansour 


1 (informal) do ? paid for her to do something pleasant 


Hi Mansour, 


Glad to hear you had a nice weekend. I did too. I was passing by an old friend's place on Sunday, so 
I called in on? him. Luckily he was at home. We didn't do anything special, just hung out* and chatted. 


Nicholas 


3 visited for a short time, usually * spent time together not doing anything special 
on your way to somewhere else 


Hi Holly, 


It’s just one big letdown? after another in my love life at the moment. The day after we had 
that terrible row, Kian dropped by? and persuaded me to agree to him taking me out for 

a meal last night. I thought it would be a chance for us to forget everything, you know, and 
move on?. I should have refused, but I said yes, and then he stood me up again. He phoned 
afterwards and gave some feeble excuse and now he's all romantic again and wants to meet 
up. I know what you're going to say — it's your fault, deal with it, and say no. Is that right? 


Flora 
> disappointment 7 going somewhere and doing something with someone, 
$ made a short visit to someone, usually something you have planned or paid for 
usually without arranging it 8 go forward in one's life and not look back to the past 


Other aspects of social life 

We're having a small get-together at our place on Saturday night. Would you like to 

come? [informal social gathering] 

Shall | call Amelia and see if we can hook up with her and Nancy and go clubbing? [(informal) meet 
someone for a particular purpose] 

It's six o'clock. l'd better shoot off or I'll be late for dinner. [(informal) leave] 


Wow, that was a fantastic meal. I'll need a couple of days to sleep it off now, though! [sleep until 
you feel better, especially after too much alcohol or food] 


Loads of people rolled up to see Theo's band at Zino's last night. [arrived at a particular place or 
event - when people roll up somewhere, they often arrive late] They had to turn people away as there 
wasn't enough room. [refuse to allow them to enter] 


I’m really getting into snowboarding. It's amazing. [becoming involved in an activity] 
Let's invite Dan too. We mustn't forget him just because he's moved away from the village. 
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Exercises 


Complete the phrasal verbs or phrasal expressions in the second speaker's answers. 
1 - Mark Do you still find it difficult living on your own? 
Jules Well, Pve justgotto....................... witht and. a eee on. It's no good living in the past. 
2  Hamza Wasthe concert as good as you expected? 
Steve TINO twas abie ma a . Very poor. A complete disappointment. 
3 Maksim Can'tyou stay for dinner? We've got loads of food. 
Archie No, ld better... off now; I’ve got a report to do for tomorrow morning. 
4 Eliza Seth, how nice to see you! | wasn't expecting a visit! 
Seth WellMiasijUS T by so | thought l'd come and say hello. 
5 David How was Henry's birthday celebration? 


Rachel Well, we all....................... up expecting a big party, butthere were only a few 
members of his family there. 


Answer these questions. 


If someone says they've been getting seriously into bird-watching, what do they mean? 

If someone asks you what you got up to over the summer, what do they want to know? 

If someone said they were having a family get-together, what would be happening? 

If someone says to you, ‘Let’s just hang out’, what do they want to do? 

If someone said they wanted to take you out, is it likely they want to (a) kill you, (b) go out with 
you and pay for you, (c) go with you to show you the way out of a building? 
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Read these remarks by different people and then answer the questions below. 
Hessa Alexander dropped by the other day. 
Lara It would be nice to hook up with Jake and Liam. 
Amy Mum and Dad treated me to a wonderful weekend in Paris. 
Callum  l'll need a week to sleep off that dinner! 
Ivy | got turned away from that restaurant once. 
Thomas | moved away from Hobblethorpe because | needed a change. 
Jessica It'd benice to call in on Alejandro when we're in town. 


Ronnie Afterthe meal we went on to a really great club. 


Who had far too much of something? 

Who was not allowed to enter somewhere? 

Who wants to visit someone? 

Who went to live in a different place? 

Who was visited by someone? 

Who was already out somewhere and then went somewhere else? 
Who wants to meet someone? 

Who had a nice time and didn't have to pay? 
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43 Health and symptoms 
a. Talking about how you are 


Mrs Smith How are you these days? Have you managed to 
throw off? that cold you had when we last met? 


MrJones Well, yes, it cleared up after a couple of days, 
but l'd no sooner got over that than | picked up 
another one. It's horrible. | keep breaking out in? 
a sweat and my nose is completely bunged-up*. 


Mrs Smith Well, | hope you don't pass it on to me. I'm feeling bad enough as it is. My arthritis has 
flared up‘ again. And you know | fell and cut my hand a week ago? It's only just started 
to heal up? and the swelling hasn't gone down? yet. 


Mr Jones [think we should both go to the doctor's again, don't you? 


1 
2 


(informal) get rid of a slight illness ^ (of illness) returned 


(of sweat, spots, rash) suddenly appears 5 become covered by new skin 
on the skin € returned to its normal size 
(informal) blocked 


iB Feeling tired 


There are a lot of phrasal verbs in English relating to the idea of sleep and feeling tired. For example, 
drop off and nod off are both informal and both mean fall asleep, but nod off is used particularly 
about situations when you did not intend to fall asleep. 


E 


Here are some more phrasal verbs relating to being very tired. 


phrasal verb | phrasal adjective/noun | definition of phrasal verb | example 


wear outsbor | worn out make someone very tired | Going round the shops all day has 
wear sb out worn/tired/wiped me out / done 
tire out sb or tired out mein, 

tire sb out What a day l've had! | am 

do in sb or do done in (informal) worn out / tired out / done in / 

sb in (informal) wiped out! 

wipe outsbor | wiped out (informal) 

wipe sb out 

(informal) 

burn out burnt-out become so ill or tired that | Don’t work too hard - or you'll burn 


(noun = burnout) you can’t work creatively, | out before you’re 30! 
because of overwork 


washed out tired, pale and ill What’s the matter with Kay? She 
looks washed out. 


At the doctor’s 


Don't worry. There's a lot of it going around’. I'll put you on some tablets to | A 
help you sleep. They should knock you out?. Keep taking them for at least a h i 
" , | 


fortnight - you shouldn't come off them until | say so. This particular bug takes | 
a lot out of? you, so when you begin to feel better, make sure you eat lots of fruit 
and vegetables to build yourself up*. re ( 


— 


| 
A 


! alot of people are complaining of this ? makes you feel very weak 
? make you sleep heavily ^ make yourself stronger 
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43.1 


43.2 


43.3 


Exercises 


Rewrite the underlined parts of these sentences using a phrasal verb or phrasal expression 
from the opposite page. Make any other necessary changes. 
1 Doctor So,howcanl help you today? 
Patient Ithink I’ve caught a chest infection. I’m coughing and wheezing a lot. 
2 Doctor When did you first notice the problem? 
Patient Well, a rash suddenly appeared on my neck about a week ago. 
3 Doctor And what's troubling you, Mrs James? 
Patient Well, | had an ear infection about a month ago. It seemed to disappear when | took 
the antibiotics you gave me but now it's returned again. 
4 Doctor MrKelly, hello, how are things? 
Patient Well, OK, but my nose is blocked all the time. Can you give me something for it? 
5 Doctor Miss Peters, what can I do for you? 
Patient Well, I sprained my ankle a week ago, but the swelling hasn't diminished and it's still 
painful. 
6 Doctor Right, Mr Troy, what's troubling you? 
Patient Well, | just feel absolutely exhausted all the time. | have no energy at all. 
Read the remarks about different people and then answer the questions below. 
Bethany ljust can't seem to throw offthis cold. Natasha This bronchitis is taking a lot out of me. 
Teddy | hope Bethany doesn’t pass on her cold Elliot — | know! look really washed out. 
t : 
ens Harry — | feel totally burnt out. 
Grace lm getting over the flu now. n 3 FS 
Daniel I keep nodding off and missing parts 
William My scar is healing over nicely now. ofthe TV show. 
1 Whois feeling weak because of an illness? 
2 Whoisill but getting better? 
3 Who is feeling sleepy? 
4 Who is finding it difficult to get better? 
5 Who is completely exhausted from overwork? 
6 Who is pale, ill and tired? 
7 Whose skin is looking better? 
8 Who is keen not to catch someone else’s illness? 
Match the beginning of each sentence with its ending. 


1 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
T 


The doctor put me 


I’ve come 


a) out and I slept deeply. 
b) out from all that work. 


The tablet knocked me C) offthe antibiotics. 

| found it difficult to d) myself up a bit. 

There's a lot of flu going e) on a course of antibiotics. 
I’m quite weak, sol need to build f) drop off last night. 

| feel worn g) around right now. 


Find a magazine article on a health issue and make a note of any phrasal verbs that are used in it. 
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The body 


It was very cold and we huddled 
up together to keep warm. 


Phrasal verbs referring to actions or positions of the body 


During the dance we had 


to spread our arms out 
and go round in a circle. 


The cat curled up on the 
sofa and went to sleep. 


— B) More phrasal verbs connected with the body 


phrasal verb 


loosen up / 
warm up 


definition of phrasal verb 


prepare your muscles for a physical activity 
by stretching and doing simple exercises 


Dylan stuck his head 
out of the window to 
see what was happening 
in the street below. 


She stretched out her hand to 
try to reach the fruit. 


Molly bent down to 
pick up the puppy. 


example 


We always do exercises to loosen up / 
warm up before playing tennis. 


swing around/ 
round 


tense up 


suddenly turn around so that you can see 
someone or something behind you 


if you tense up, your muscles stiffen because 
you are not relaxed 


I swung round when | heard my name 
and saw Jude running towards me. 


‘Relax! Don't tense up and you'll float!’ 
said the swimming instructor. 


thaw out 


(slightly informal, metaphorical) become 
warmer after getting very cold 


*Oooh! It was freezing outside! Turn the 
heater on! | need to thaw out 


waste away 


gradually get thinner and weaker, usually 
because of illness 


Poor old Mrs Jones is just wasting 
away. She's been so ill, poor woman. 


pick yourself up 


stand up again after you have fallen 


(Parent to child who has just fallen) 
‘Come on, pick yourself up! Don't cry! 
You're OK? 


double up 


double over 


suddenly bend your body forwards because 
you are laughing a lot or in a lot of pain 


When she told me, it was so funny 
| just doubled up laughing. 


turn around/ 
round (sb/sth) 
or turn (sb/sth) 
around/round 


turn so that you are facing the opposite 
direction, or make someone or something 
do this 


(to somebody who is trying on a skirt) 
‘Turn around, let me see it from behind: 


He turned the car around and drove 
back home. 
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44.1 


44.2 


44.3 


44.4 


44.5 


Exercises 


Look at A. Match the beginning of each sentence with its ending. 


coU» 0)hMN Ee 


If you all huddle up together a) the horse will take the carrot from your hand. 


If you stretch out your arm b 
Spread out your arms 

Now bend down 

If you stick your head out of the window 
You can curl up in the armchair 


) you'll be able to see our car. 
) and go to sleep if you like. 

) you'll feel a bit warmer. 

) and move them in circles. 

) and touch your toes. 


— 0 Q 0o 


Answer these questions using one of the phrasal verbs from B. 


NOM BW 


What do you normally need to do before starting on an exercise routine? 


If you have been outside for a long time on a very cold day, what may it take you some time to do 


when you go indoors again? 

What do you have to do if you fall over? 

What do you do if you hear a sudden noise behind you? 

What happens to your muscles if you are feeling very anxious? 

What happens if someone doesn’t eat enough over a long period of time? 
If you suddenly have an excruciating pain, what may you do? 


Correct the five particle mistakes in this paragraph. 


I’m rather worried about my neighbour. | saw her the other day in the garden and she was 
doubled out in pain. She also looks as if she is wasting off. | asked her about it and she said 
she was just trying to lose some weight, but she clearly didn't like my talking about it and 

| could sense her tensing in. | think she’s probably been doing far too much exercise. She 
spends hours outside bending away to touch the ground or spreading off her arms and 
swinging them in circles. | can see that she's in pain and I long to tell her to relax a bit. 


Rewrite each sentence using the verb in brackets in an appropriate form. 


oU» 0h Ee 


You must be freezing - do come inside and get warm. (THAW) 

Look at me - now face in the opposite direction. (TURN) 

Their daughter was lying in a little ball on her bed with her thumb in her mouth. (CURL) 
He put his arm out of the window and waved at us. (STICK) 

If you don't eat more, you'll get far too skinny. (WASTE) 

The stand-up comic was so good that we spent the evening in fits of laughter. (DOUBLE) 


Explain the play on words in these sentences. 


1 
2 
3 
4 


The twins doubled up laughing. 

The rubbish collectors were wasting away. 

The grammar teacher tensed up when Maria said ‘writed’ instead of ‘wrote’. 
The taxi driver picked himself up after he tripped over the suitcase. 
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45 How people speak 


94 


In these dialogues, the second speaker uses a phrasal verb in their response. 


Parent Go and study! You haven't done any revision yet this week! Did you hear me? 


Child OK, OK! Don't go on at! me! I'll do some work after supper. 


1 criticise someone continuously 


Jackson Can you explain to me what we have to do at the meeting? 


Paul OK, I'll just run through? the main points. 


? explain or read something to someone quickly 


Austin You can have two hours for your presentation. 


Maya Two hours is far too long! I'd bore everyone stupid. | wouldn't want to listen 
to anyone holding forth? for that long. 


3 talking about a particular subject for a long time, often in a way that other people find boring 


Archie How do you think we should present our case to the committee? 


Eloise | think we should emphasise the good things and perhaps just gloss over^ the difficult bits. 


^ avoid discussing something, or discuss something without talking about the details in order to make it 


seem unimportant 
Albert How can we distract Richard while I bring in his present? 


Lauren Well, l'll engage him in conversation? and you can leave the room discreetly. 


5 try to start a conversation with him 


Look at these sentences with more phrasal verbs connected with speaking. 
Mr Holroyd reeled off a list of names. [(informal) said a long list of things quickly and without stopping] 


The detectives tried to wring the truth out of the suspect. [force or persuade someone to give you 
money or information] 


The reporters bombarded the minister with questions. [directed a lot of something at one person] 
Somebody raised their hand to put a question to the speaker. 


| didn't really have a conversation with her. She just talked at me for an hour. [talked to someone 
without listening to them or allowing them to speak] 


Without thinking, he blurted out the name of the hotel where the star was staying. [said something 
suddenly and without thinking, especially because you are excited or nervous] 


lIl introduce the plan in general and then you can expand on it. 


In the middle of my welcome speech I just dried up. [stopped speaking, especially because you 
suddenly forget what to say next] 


The teacher kept asking him questions but he was nervous and he just clammed up. 
[(informal) became silent or refused to speak, usually because of shyness or fear] 


l'd like to get a flat of my own but I'll have to sound my parents out first. [talk to someone to 
discover what they think about an idea or plan] 


We were talking about the Olympics and that led into a discussion about drugs. 


Are you going to tell the truth or do | have to drag it out of you? [make someone tell you something 
that they do not want to tell you] 


English Phrasal Verbs in Use Advanced 


45.1 


45.2 


45.3 


45.4 


Exercises 


Rewrite the underlined part of each sentence, using one of the phrasal verbs in A. 


1 It's so boring listening to Uncle Ed lecturing us about the problem with the youth of today. 
2 I'll try to get into a conversation with your father so he won't notice you leaving. 

3 | wish my parents would stop criticising me all the time. 

4 OK, before everyone starts working, l'd like to quickly remind you of the instructions. 

5 The personnel manager said very little about salary progression during our interview. 


Read the sentences and then answer the questions. 


1 After Josie got back from the party, her flatmates bombarded her with questions. 
Did Josie's flatmates ask her a lot of questions or a few questions? 

2 Towards the end of the play, one of the main actors suddenly dried up. 
Would the actor have been pleased with his performance or not? 

3 Nathan reeled off the names of all 50 states of the USA. 
Did Nathan have to pause and think of the name of each state? 

4 Jensen clammed up as soon as Bobby came in the room. 
Did Jensen speak more or less after Bobby arrived? 

5 The detective eventually managed to wring his attacker's name out of the boy. 
How easy was it for the detective to get the boy to tell her the truth? 

6 Matt decided to sound out the editor before he started to write the article. 
What do you think Matt talked to the editor about? 

7 Blake has a dreadful habit of talking at people. 
Why is this habit of Blake's dreadful? 

8 Daniela glossed over the accident when she was telling her parents about her trip. 
What did Daniela tell her parents about the accident? 


Complete these sentences using a phrasal verb from the opposite page. 


1 Now, who'd like to ....................... the first question to our guest speaker? 

2 Inthis essay | shall first outline three key issues. | shall then expand ...................... each of these 
in turn. 

3 Our discussion of modern education soon ....................... into an argument about whether schools 
are better now than they used to be. 

4 ld love to join your expedition to the North Pole, but | should ....................... my boss out first. 

5 Myson doesn’t tell us much about school. We have to drag things ...................... of him. 

6 The children were so interested in the topic that they ....................... their teacher with questions. 

7 Sadie just... up whenever | tried to get her to talk about her work. 

8 During the press conference, she was nervous and unintentionally ..................... out the name of 


the secret agent. 


Here are some more phrasal verbs connected with ways of speaking. Can you work out what 
they mean and rewrite the sentences, replacing the underlined verbs with your own words? 


1 Finn was so rude - he cut in on the conversation | was having with Faye about her new job and 
started to ask her questions about her daughter. 

2 | don’t know how you'll manage to explain away the scratch on your mother’s car. 

3 | wish he'd stop wittering on about the weather - it’s so boring. 


Over to 


Look up the verbs from exercise 45.4 in a good dictionary. Write down some more examples of how 
they are used. 
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46 How people move 
EN Coming and going 


The boy stole away while his parents were sleeping. 
[left quietly without anyone knowing] 


I’m sorry! | only crept up on you for a joke. | didn't mean to 
frighten you. [approached someone so quietly they did not 


know you were there till the last moment] 


My landlord told us that if we didn't clear out of the flat by the 
end of the week, he'd contact his lawyer. [(informal) leave] 


I’m terribly sorry for walking in on your private meeting! [going into a room and seeing what 
someone is doing when they do not want to be seen] 


phrasal verb 


drop back 


Moving with other people 


definition of phrasal verb 


move to a position nearer the back 


example 


Joseph started out in the lead in the race 
but soon dropped back to fifth place. 


hang back 


not move forwards with other people, 
usually because you are shy or afraid 


The others rushed forward to see the tiger 
but | hung back. 


pile into / out 
of 


(informal) enter/leave a place or vehicle 
quickly and not in an organised way 


The schoolchildren piled into / out of the 
bus. 


squash up 


(informal) move closer together in order to 
make space for someone else 


If you squash up, there'll be room for Tim 
on the sofa too. 


gain on 
sb/sth 


get nearer to someone or something that 
you are chasing 


The helicopter could see that the police car 
was gaining on the robbers' car. 


A long walk 


Hi Gemma! 


We're having a great holiday. Yesterday we went for a long walk in the hills. It was longer 
than it needed to be because Ivan misread the map. We walked quite a long way but then 
came to a big cliff and had to double back!. We saw lots of wildlife. In the early evening we 
stumbled on? some deer. At first they were startled and drew back? from us into the forest, 
but we stood well back so as not to frighten them and they soon relaxed and went back to 
their grazing. We stood still and watched them for some time. We suddenly realised that it was 
starting to get dark and that we'd better push on*. We were zipping along? until I tripped 
over’ a fallen branch. I thought I might have sprained my ankle, but we managed to get back 
to our cottage in time to have a late supper and it's fine today. 


Seb 


! go back in the direction we'd come from 
? found/met by chance 
moved away because they were surprised 


3 


or afraid 


4 
5 


continue on our walk 
(informal) moving very quickly 
€ fell because I accidentally hit my foot 


against something while walking 
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46.1 


46.2 


46.3 


46.4 


Exercises 


Complete these sentences using the correct particles. 


il 


2 
3 


4 


5 


| accidentally walked .................. sss Max and Isla the other day at the office, and 
they were having a terrible row about something! 

They stole ....................... in the middle of the night; nobody knew they had left. 

| looked in the rear-view mirror and saw that the mysterious motorcyclist was gaining 
PEIEE me. 

We all piled ....................... the car, but we had to squash...................... as it was only small and 
there were five of us. 

Oh! I didn't realise you were there! You shouldn't creep... sss me like that! 


Complete these sentences with a verb from the opposite page. 


1 
2 
3 


4 
5 
6 
T 


8 


Wall: metes into the taxi and headed off to a club to end our perfect night out. 

Old Mrs Gifford oo... over the edge of the carpet and fell and hurt her ankle. 

| don’t think we have time to stop for lunch; we'd better ....................... on if we want to get there 
before it gets dark. 

The fire chief told everyone to ....................... well back as there was the risk of an explosion. 
The message warned them to ....................... everyone out of the building as quickly as possible. 
When I was putting some books in the attic, I ....................... on an old picture I hadn't noticed 
before. 

Crossing the valley, we were ....................... along, but then the car suddenly broke down as we 
went up a hill. 

| suddenly realised I’d left my wallet in the café where we'd stopped for breakfast, so we had to 
——— back. 


Explain the play on words in these sentences. Use a dictionary if necessary. 


1 
2 


3 
4 
5 


When he had finished his painting, the artist drew back to see his work from a distance. 

The children's jackets were all undone as they stood in a row waiting for the photographer, so she 
zipped along the line to fasten them. 

Squash up, kids, and when you're all sitting down, l'll give you some juice. 

The twins set off in one direction but then doubled back to try to lose their pursuers. 

The robbers stole away as soon as they heard the police car outside the bank. 


Complete the chart with four verbs which can be used with back to match the meanings 
in brackets. Then make four sentences using one of the verbs in each. 


ne mete (not move 
forwards with other (move away 
people) if afraid or surprised) 


—— "wunovesd | j= | . | . Jl (go back in the 
nearer the back) direction you came from) 
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41 Nature 
a Animals and plants 


Elephants feed on plants. 
By pulling down trees 
to eat leaves, breaking 
off branches and pulling 
up plants, they create 
clearings in which new 
vegetation can grow to 
provide nutrition in the 
future. However, their 


destructive habits have 
meant that a number of 
plants are in danger of 
dying out. 


The cherry laurel requires 
consistently moist soil; 
do not allow it to dry 
out. In favourable areas 
it is very invasive; if you 
cut the tree down, it will 
still send out limbs from 


The South African 
secretary bird preys on? 
insects, snakes, tortoises 
and rats. Small prey are 
picked up in the bill 
and swallowed. Larger 
prey are first stamped to 
death and then eaten. 
The secretary bird also 
stamps its feet on the 
ground to flush out“ 


prey. 


the root and offshoots? 
from the bottom of the 
stem. Very hard to dig 
up. Ihe cherry laurel 
has small flowers which 
come out in late spring. 


1 becoming more and more rare and eventually disappearing completely 
? plants which have developed from a larger plant 

3 catches for food 

^ force an animal to come out of its hiding place 


Water and sky 


phrasal verb definition of phrasal verb example 
dry up disappear (used about water) The river is in flood now - it's hard to believe it 
completely dried up six months ago. 
freeze over become covered with ice In the far north, the sea freezes over for 
several months each year. 
goout/come | move further away from the beach / When the tide goes out, we can look for 
in nearer the beach shellfish. But we'll have to be careful as the 
tide comes in quickly here. 
come out appear in the sky (used of the sun, It is spectacular here at night when the stars 
moon or stars) come out. 
go in become hidden by a cloud Let's go indoors now - the sun has gone in and 
it's getting chilly. 
overcast grey, covered in cloud (used about | don't want to go to the beach today as it is 
the sky) So overcast. 
wash away carry away by water An old boat abandoned on the beach was 
washed away by the unusually high tide. 
eat away at gradually destroy by taking little bits The sea is eating away at the cliff, and houses 
atatime close to the edge are at risk. 
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Exercises 


47.1 Complete these commentaries from television nature documentaries with the correct 
phrasal verbs. You are given the first letter each time. 


the many fish which are found offshore. Seals also p... sss (2) the abundant fish 
stocks. It is hard to imagine that if global warming increases, these wonderful creatures may 

doe uen (3) and never be seen again at this latitude. Sea levels will rise and 

QOEM ME rs e eR S, (4) the cliffs and rocky shores, Wr a sss (5) their 
natural habitats forever. And, paradoxically, as the temperature and sea levels rise, some of the 
inlandllakesimayid e (6) altogether, leaving an arid landscape. 


TUNES GS GAA Cast uU [Osscasccossacucoaa: Sncosceasceoucana (7) the higher branches | 
of trees and eat the succulent leaves. In the course of their feeding, 
nevao treno" nello ranclac c" (8) causing damage to 
(UME (HRAES, ZING! VEIN MMOME SO NY Drorccorcacasoncas anrecnoassccnunse (9) the youngest 
saplings altogether. Fortunately, nature always revives, and the destroyed 
anaidamaeedirecsiscem onaosssannoonepns (OMEO (11) so 
that, in time, the forest renews itself. Only humans are the real enemy, 
Cen CHORD TUNE (ec ceskandad Nee E (13) 
the most precious plants to collect specimens, denuding the forest 
forever, and all for commercial gain. 


47.2 Answer these questions using phrasal verbs or phrasal adjectives from the opposite page. 


1 What would happen to a pond if the temperature dropped to -10°C? 

2 What might happen to a shallow lake if the weather is very hot and there is no rain for a long time? 
3 What adjective can describe the sky when it is grey and covered in cloud? 

4 Why is the sea not always at the same place on a beach? 

5 Ifthe police suspect that bank robbers are hiding in a forest, what might dogs help them to do? 


47.3 Rewrite these sentences using phrasal verbs or phrasal adjectives from the opposite page. 


1 Asnight fell, the stars appeared. 

2 The sun became hidden by a cloud and the temperature fell suddenly. 

3 Cats (both large and small) lift their young with their teeth to move them around. 
4 Itwas lovely and sunny this morning but now the sky is grey. 

5 Many wild animals and plants are on the verge of becoming extinct. 


47.4 Complete these encyclopaedia entries using phrasal verbs from the box in the correct form. 
Use a dictionary if necessary. 


VEA Cambridge 

©) Dictionary watch over takeover ^ movein bringup — fendfor ^ chase out 

dictionary.cambridge.org 
lin manyplaces:greysquidelshave 10.20 icc t ee (IN ANE Ere Pe the native 
Ted SQUIRES res: (hey, here UNEN soseer aereos (3) their territory. 
Mamganimals p en ae set ao (4) their young in a similar way to human 
parents e E E (5) them till they are mature; others leave their 
VOUNGIOM AE Pei E (6) themselves shortly after birth. 
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Weather 


Rain and snow 25 


phrasal verb definition of phrasal verb example 

beat down come down in large amounts Lying in bed, | could hear the rain beating 
with force down. 

pelt down (informal) fall very heavily The rain was pelting down by the time we 


got to the top of the mountain. 


hold off not start, although you expect it to Fortunately the snow held off until we had 
got safely home. 
freeze up become blocked with ice and It was a very hard winter last year and many 
stop working people had problems with pipes freezing up. 
M 


BEEN sunand clouds == dn, 


If the sun breaks through (the clouds), it starts to appear from behind the clouds. 

If the sun beats down, it shines very strongly and makes the air hot. 

If some kind of bad weather such as clouds or fog rolls in, it appears in a large amount. 
If cloud or smoke blots out the sun, it covers it and prevents it from being seen. 


If windows or glasses fog/mist/steam up, they become covered with small drops of water and 
you can't see through them. 


ENG) enne 


| suspected there would be trouble at the office as soon as the new 
boss breezed in! on his first day. He was very competent and he'd 
breezed through? the job interview, but he had no patience at all 
for anyone less able and he had a very sharp tongue. | noticed that 
as soon as he spoke to his PA, her face clouded over? in anger. He 
asked the sales manager to explain some contradictory figures in 
such an aggressive manner that she froze up^ and couldn't say a 
word. | could see her eyes misting over’. By the end of that first 
day, his PA had stormed out?, saying she would never return. The 
rest of us got together after work and decided that we had no 
choice but to try to freeze him out’. We agreed only to speak to 
him if we absolutely had to. 


! walked in quickly and confidently 5 filling with tears 
(breeze - light wind) 9 left in an angry way 
? (slightly informal) succeeded very easily 7 make him feel that he is not welcome by 


3 suddenly looked unhappy being unfriendly 


^ became so afraid she couldn't do or 
say anything 
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Exercises 


48.1 Complete the text below using the correct particles from A opposite. 
The weather forecast said that there would be rain later on, but we were all hoping that it 


would hold ...................... (1) until Julia's birthday barbecue was over. When we first arrived, 
the sun was beating ..................... (2) and some people were too hot. But then grey clouds 
appeared and the rain started. At first it was quite light but then it began to pelt....................... (3). 


We had to cook indoors but Julia wasn't too disappointed. 


48.2 Mark these sentences with a e if you are happy in this situation or a ES if you are not 
happy in this situation. Explain your answers. 


1 Your pipes at home freeze up while you are on a skiing holiday. 
2 You receive a letter that makes your face cloud over. 
3 You are walking by the sea when fog rolls in. 
4 You can hear the rain beating down outside as you sit by a big log fire. 
5 You are on a long country walk and the rain holds off. 
6 You have to give a speech at a friend's wedding and you freeze up. 
7 You breeze through an important exam. 
8 You storm out of a meeting. 
9 A group of friends start to freeze you out. 
10 You are sitting on the beach and the sun is beating down. 


48.3 Write a sentence about each picture using a phrasal verb from the opposite page. 


48.4 Complete these sentences using a phrasal verb from the opposite page in an appropriate 
form. Add any other words that are needed. 


1 Ellis arrived an hour late but he didn't seem worried; he just... , 
2 It was such a sad film. When the hero died | could feel my eyes ...............sssssssssssee à 
3 Whenever | go from a cold street into a heated shop, my glasses ...............ssssssssssses ; 
4 |can see a little bit of blue sky. | think the sun is trying to... ; 
5 We're going to an open air concert tonight. | hope the rain .........ssssssssssssssssse , 
6 Ithink the weather's changing for the worse. Look at those clouds .............ssssssssssssssssss : 
7 Don’t worry about your driving test. I’m sure you'll... ; 
8 | always get really nervous before oral exams. I’m afraid ll... : 
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Destinati f f 
Steeple Bunting 


The unspoilt little market town of Steeple Bunting stretches out along 
the winding River Tare. The town is steeped in! history, and great care 
has been taken to ensure that modern buildings blend in? well and do Í 
not encroach orn? the 16th-century centre. A particularly well-preserved hy iji il TUM i à 
building from that period is Elderflower Cottage, a delightful half- ^ a 
timbered house set back^ from the High Street. The beauty of this white- 
walled cottage is set off? by the colourful flower gardens which surround c qmm 


it, and visitors must also not miss the walled herb garden which opens : 
off the rose garden. There are many other must-see sights in Steeple Bunting and the town is dotted with® pleasant 
cafés where you can relax if you just want to sit and soak up’ the atmosphere. The town is bursting with? tourists 
at the weekend, so visitors who prefer to avoid crowds are advised to come during the week. 


D 


! has a lot of (collocates strongly with history, made to look even more attractive 


also with tradition) $ has many, all over the place 
? look similar, do not seem very different T enjoy an experience 
3 advance beyond proper limits 8 very full with (only used in continuous 


^ a little distance from form) 


Improving houses and towns 


Kingsmill renovations to begin next week 


The run-down! Kingsmill area near the city's football ground is at last about to be done up?. 
Signs have gone up? around the area indicating that work will start next Monday. The first stage 
of the the work will affect the buildings which back onto the football ground, and Stadium Road 
will be closed off from Monday morning while the area is reduced to rubble^. Drivers wishing 
to access the stadium car park will need to approach it by Grant Lane, which branches off 
Rampart Street just after the petrol station. 


Local resident Maisie James (74) told us, ‘I'll be glad to see the back of the boarded-up® 
windows in the area. It's very dangerous — a ceiling fell in once when some children got into 
one of the abandoned buildings.’ 


Local architects Taylor and Summers have been employed to design the reconstruction, and 
readers can visit their office or look online to see the plans showing how the area will be 
laid out? and a large-scale mock-up’. Richard Taylor commented, ‘The renovations will 
inevitably be expensive, but we hope that the costs will to some extent be offset? by the use 
of reclaimed sandstone and slate, and also the reclaimed rubble.’ 


shabby, in disrepair covered with pieces of wood 

repaired, improved arranged, structured 

been fixed into position model showing how something will look 
made into a pile of bricks and stones when it is built 

(a strong collocation but note also: Toby was 8 compensated for 


reduced to tears = Toby started crying) 


Bowne 


If you notice a phrasal verb in a text, it may be useful to copy out the whole sentence. This can help 
you to be able to use it as well as understand it. 
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49.2 


49.3 


Exercises 


Complete these two emails using phrasal verbs or adjectives from the opposite page. 


Hi Charlotte, 


Here we are in our new home. It's in an old house ..................sssss (1) back from the road 
in a big garden, on the top of a hill. The town ..............ssssssss (2) out below us. It's an old 
ÍOWH egest NSA (3) in history, bütsantsi (4) with all the excitement of 
a big modern city. Sometimes we just stroll through the streets ...............sssssss (5) up the 
atmosphere. 

From the back of the house, we look up into the hills, which are «0.0.00... (6) with 
little white houses. The road that runs past our house branches ......................sssssss (7) down to 


the river, so it's a nice place to go for a walk. I hope you can come and see us. 
All the best, 


Javier 

eoo TJ 

Hi Javier, 

Now you've left university you can live in luxury, but I’m still a poor student. Jade and I have moved 
into our accommodation for this year. It's in a rather... (8) part of town which was 
rich and prosperous years ago, but now there are lots of... (9) shops and cheap 
restaurants. We're in a house that backs ...................ssssssss (10) an old factory whose roof has 
fallen. metere (11), and next to that was another building which has been completely 
mn (12) to rubble and the area is all closed .................................. (13). So it couldn't 
be more different from your view! The flat itself is OK. There's a living room and a small kitchen 
which opens ...............sssssesss (14) it, two bedrooms and the bathroom. We've talked to the 
landlord and he's going to let us do it 0.0.00... (15) a bit. He said he'll pay for the 
paint and stuff. It may not be the Mediterranean, but it's home. 

Love, 

Charlotte 


Correct the mistakes with the phrasal verbs in these sentences. 


1 


co -1 0») C1 


New housing developments are encroaching against the countryside on the edge of town. 
Those climbing red roses really set that old white cottage out, don't they? 

The architects made a large-scale mock-on of the new shopping centre. 

The plain lines of the marble walls are upset by the ornate windows; together they produce a 
harmonious building. 

This plan shows how the area will be lied out when it is redeveloped. 

Signs have gone out round the area to be demolished warning the public to keep away. 

The 1990s buildings do not blend on very well with the older houses around them. 

The whole area is steeped with history. 


Answer these questions. 


1 
2 
3 
4 


Can you name a modern building that blends in well with older surroundings? 
What is the nearest place to you that is sometimes bursting with tourists? 

To what extent do you think that the place you live in is steeped in tradition? 
What does your own home back onto? 


Over to 


Look at tourist brochures or websites written in English for any city or town you are interested in. 
Note any phrasal verbs you find. 
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50 Tra nsport 
BEER Driving 


Read about Freddie's nightmare car journey and note the phrasal verbs. 


The whole journey was a complete nightmare. I'd only 

been going five minutes on the motorway when somebody 
cut in! on me and | had to brake really quickly to avoid an 
accident, but that was only the start of it. A bit further on I 
pulled out? to overtake a big lorry, but as | did, my engine 
just died. | tried revving the engine and after a couple of 
seconds it started again, but | had to change down? and get 
back into the slow lane and go very slowly indeed. Because 
| was so slow, | was flagged down‘ by a police officer who 
checked the car and told me that one of my tyres was worn. 
He said it wasn't illegal and let me continue but warned 

me to get it changed. The car started again without any 
problems, so | set off again, picked up speed? and drove 

a couple of miles before, guess what, the worn tyre blew - 
out! So | changed the tyre, which was another half hour wasted. Then | picked up’ a hitchhiker - 
| felt sorry for him. After a while we branched off? the motorway, and | left him where he wanted 
to be and went to a nearby café for a cup of tea. When | came out, the rain was pelting down and 
someone had blocked me in?. Then to cap it all, | realised the hitchhiker had taken my waterproof 
jacket from the back seat! 


! suddenly drove in front of me, not leaving enough space between the two vehicles 
? drove onto a road or onto a part of the road where the traffic is moving faster 
3 put a vehicle into a lower gear, usually in order to go slower 
^ made to stop by waving at the driver 

5 started to go faster 

suddenly burst 

T to let someone get in your car with the purpose of taking them somewhere 


8 turned onto a smaller road 
? put a car or other vehicle so close to another vehicle that it cannot drive away 


EE—3 Other phrasal verbs connected with transport 


Five planes were stacked up over the airport waiting for permission to land. [flying over an 
airport at different heights waiting to be told they can land] 


Two young men had stowed away on the ferry, hoping to enter the country illegally. Police said 
they had already arrested more than 20 stowaways at the port this year. [hidden on a ship, 
aircraft or other vehicle in order to travel secretly or without paying; person who does this] 


There's a popular programme where celebrities pretend they have been cast away on a 
desert island and have to survive. [left on an island with no other people after swimming 
from a ship that is sinking] 


She was knocked over by a cyclist and broke her arm. [hit by a vehicle and injured or killed] 
A police car pulled us over to the side of the road and two police officers searched the car. 


The traffic lights were very slow to change and all around me impatient drivers were revving 
up. [make a car's engine work faster while the car is not moving] 
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50.1 


50.2 


50.3 


50.4 


Exercises 


Look at A. Choose the correct word to complete these sentences. 


1 Thetrain started slowly but soon revved / picked / pulled up speed. 

2 l|hate drivers who cut / block / flag in on you when you're driving on a motorway. 

3 You pull / blow / change down when you want to reduce your speed. 

4 | wish my neighbour wouldn't rev / blow / change up outside my window early in the morning. 
5 Take care when you blow / change / pull out to overtake. 


Look at these pictures, and then complete the sentences about them below using phrasal 
verbs from the opposite page. 


] ————— 3 


TIME PONCE OMICS IS oi hak NE ETE TT m EE mM 
Tie drtVeris«c eec ep DR tes tet ea ses bots ebd de deses ane fet etr e op deseado oa e a 
Icneplcutg cim m E N 
The tyre LT ——————————————Á—— 
DM me 
The Ee-igactisd TET ———m— 


aAnBRWN Ee 


Put the words in the correct order to make sentences. 


1 down / The / flagged / on / a / police / ten / found / lorry / board / stowaways / and 
2 bedroom / car / was / a / I / woken / revving / by / window / up / outside / my 

3 car/ on / caused / cutting / an / by / nearly / accident / in / us / That 

4 very / blew / motorway / out / when / / was / frightened / the / tyre / my / on 


Complete these sentences using a phrasal verb from the opposite page. 


1 The boy managed to ............. sss on a plane to Australia and was only discovered when 
he arrived in Sydney. 

2 Theold man was ............ sss by a car that was speeding away from a burglary. 

3 Icouldn't get out of the car park - someone had ................. me... : 

4 A police officer ................. Elodie ................. and fined her for driving too fast. 

5 Robinson Crusoe is about someone who was .............. sss on a desert island. 

6 Take that narrow road that ................ sss the main road just after the railway bridge. 

7 I’m taking my car to work tomorrow so | can ............ YOU oes. on the way. 

8 | hate it when your plane has to spend ages ............. sss waiting to land. 


People often talk about journeys they have made. Write sentences about your journey to work or 


college or about any other interesting journeys you have made using some of the phrasal verbs on 
this page, together with any other phrasal verbs connected with travel that you know. 
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How journalists get the news 

Some news comes from press releases that are put out by companies or organisations. However, 
journalists also pick up! stories from their contacts. Occasionally a story gets out? when a politician or 
film star confides in? someone who is not discreet. Sometimes a rumour starts and journalists sound out* 
people in the know to check its truth. It may sometimes be difficult for them to root out? the information 
they want, but journalists get very good at worming stories out of? people who don't want to talk to 
them. Sometimes they may stake out’ their potential subject’s house until they get the story they want. In 
fact, the ability to ferret out? a story may be as important for a journalist as the ability to write it up well. 


1 learn by chance € getting information from someone who does 
? becomes known (of something secret) not want to give it 
3 tells something private or secret to someone 7 watch continuously 


^ getan opinion from 8 find out something after searching for it 
5 search for and find something that is difficult to find 


Political news 


Pensions vrotest Brookes joins influential committee 
p Tim Brookes has been voted on to the 


A major protest took place yesterday Environmental Committee. Brookes has 
after news leaked out! about the been an MP since his party first got in 
in 1997, and he claims that his main 
ambition has always been to get onto 
this important committee. There were 


government's plans to raise the 
retirement age further. Workers of all 


ages walked out from factories and a number of powerful contenders for 
offices to join in public demonstrations. the place, but Brookes succeeded in 
Police attempts to head off the main whipping up considerable support and 


won the coveted place. Brookes’ critics 


protest march failed, but fortunately all say that he has a tendency to dumb 


the demonstrations passed off without down complex issues, but he argues that 
any major incidents. The government anything that gets people talking about 
has denied that it is planning to use force the environment is worthwhile. 


to put down any future protests. 


1 became known 


The police and the army in the news 


sentences from newspapers meaning of phrasal verb 


If there are not enough volunteer recruits, the order people to join the armed forces 
government will have to call people up. 

The new general joined up when he was 21. joined the army 

The enemy continues to hold out in the south. defend itself against attack 

The army is to be sent in to help earthquake victims. (of people with special skills) sent to an area 
Troops are expected to pull out before May. move out of an area 

Two planes were shot down last night. destroyed by enemy fire 

The kidnapper gave himself up last night. allowed the police to catch him 

The police will move in if the situation escalates. £o to a place to deal with a difficult situation 
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51.2 


51.3 


Exercises 


An experienced journalist is talking to a new young reporter. Complete his advice below 
using phrasal verbs from A. You are given the first letter of each phrasal verb. 


Ice neon (4). The secret with celebrities is to get them to C... sss (5) you. 


topics to find out what they want to talk about; don't be aggressive - that won't get you anywhere. 
Just like celebrities, if they think you're trying to f............. sss (9) a story that's going to 
SAAREN e sides (10) and cause them embarrassment, they'll keep quiet and you'll get nothing. 
And take your time w................. your stories ................. (11). Don't rush the process. 


Match each headline 1-7 with an extract from the article a-g. 


OIL PROTEST PASSES OFF PEACEFULLY 

UN TROOPS TO PULL OUT OF PHRASALIA 

ARMY MOVES IN TO QUELL DISTURBANCES IN NORTHERN PROVINCE 
RESERVISTS CALLED UP AS SITUATION WORSENS 

PAINTSHOP WORKERS WALK OUT AT AUTO PLANT 

SPECIAL FORCES ATTEMPT TO HEAD OFF REBELS IN QUESA REGION 
UNIVERSITIES ACCUSED OF DUMBING DOWN ENTRANCE EXAMS 


) 5,000 men have been ordered to report to local bases for immediate posting to the front. 

) The aim is to push back the advance and to restore government control. 

c) 2,000 people assembled calmly outside the ministry and chanted slogans. 

d) The riots had reached a level which could no longer be tolerated, the defence minister said. 
e) Their work was now complete and had been a success, a spokesperson said. 

f) Pass rates have increased by a huge 50% this year. 

g) 250 downed tools and started an unofficial strike this morning. 


"O01 4» C) N20 F2 


a 
b 


Rewrite the underlined parts of these sentences, using a phrasal verb from the opposite page. 
Make any other necessary changes. 


1 The conservatives won the election in 2015. 
2 Ahelicopter was destroyed by enemy fire whilst in flight yesterday. 
3 My great-great-grandfather became a soldier when he was only 16. 
4 The kidnappers surrendered to the police just after midday. 
5 The rebels successfully defended themselves for six weeks. 
6 The government has ordered a group of experts to go to assess the flood damage. 
7 The government crushed the rebellion using massive force. 
8 Mr Fleet is trying to arouse some enthusiasm for the concert he is trying to organise. 
9 Hundreds of people participated in the celebrations outside the palace. 
10 Theodore got a place on the party's national committee. 


Over to 


Phrasal verbs are very common in newspaper headlines - perhaps because they are often short and 


dramatic words. See how many you can find in any one copy of a newspaper. Make a note of any 
interesting ones. 
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Secrets and lies 


News headlines 
INVESTIGATION BEARS OUT! FRAUD CLAIM 


1 proves that something that someone has said or written is true, or say that someone is telling the truth 


? stopped the public from finding out about something bad that had happened 


(informal) tell the truth about something 


PRIME MINISTER ACCUSED OF PAPERING OVER‘ CABINET DISAGREEMENT | 


4 hiding a difficulty to try to make people believe that there is no problem 


stop people from discovering the truth about something bad 


AGENTS SPIED ON® UN DIPLOMATS: FORMER SPY BREAKS SILENCE | 


watched secretly in order to discover information about them 


3 


5 


6 
Email gossip 


Hi Nicole, 


I wasn't at all surprised to hear that Dylan and Maria are getting engaged, were you? The way they've been 
looking at each other was a real give-away!, wasn’t it? And Maria almost let the secret out a couple of 
weeks ago anyway, even though they continued to make out that they were just good friends. They seem to 
be crazy about each other! 


Esther 


1 (informal) something that makes you aware of a fact that someone else was trying to keep secret 


? claim falsely that something is true 


Dear Aidan, 


I need to confide in? you. I’ve been suspecting for a long time that one of my employees, George, has been 
stealing from the till at work, so I actually hired a private detective. He dug up‘ a few unpleasant facts, I’m 
afraid. George has had a number of convictions for theft already. But the detective hasn't managed to prove 
that he is stealing from us. So I’ve decided to just play along? and pretend I don't know, to see if I can catch 
him out® — you know, just see if he gives anything away’ without realising it. Am I doing the right thing, do 
you think, or should I confront him? 


Oscar 


3 tell someone things that you keep secret from other people 


discovered new facts about a person or situation after a lot of searching 

(informal) pretend to agree with someone, or to do what someone wants for a short time, in order to get 
something from them or to avoid making them angry 

discover that someone is lying or doing something wrong 

lets someone know something that should be kept secret, often by mistake 


4 
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Exercises 


52.1 Answer these questions about the headlines in A opposite. 


What was the aim of the investigation and what did it discover? 

Why might the company have wanted to hush up the scandal? 

What is the third headline implying about the government? 

Why might the Prime Minister want to paper over what was happening in the Cabinet? 
Does it sound as if the report supports or condemns the ministers' behaviour? 

What has the former spy just admitted? 


aAnBRWN HE 


52.2 Match the beginning of each sentence with its ending. 


Fortunately, my research bore a) insomeone. 
Please just play b) upa good scandal. 

| wish I could confide ) out your secret. 

Journalists love to dig ) on her. 

I’m so sorry | let ) with her. 

We did all we could to hush ) out my original hypothesis. 

My friend begged me to level ) along with the story I tell Mary. 
Libby accused Charles of spying ) upthe scandal in the company. 


oo NOn AUNE 
2.00 aAa 


52.3 Correct the ten mistakes with particles in this paragraph. 


As journalists, it is our job to try to dig off stories that dishonest people 
are trying to cover over. Sometimes we are accused of spying at innocent 
people, but surely it is our duty not to allow people to paper up their 
scandals. Often it is not at all difficult to learn secrets. People are often 
eager to confide with someone who is willing to lend a sympathetic ear. 
Or they let off a secret without realising it. Little things like a blush or 

a quick glance at someone else can be a real give-out to an experienced 
reporter. Of course, sometimes people try to make over that they have g 


nothing to hide, and then it can be a good idea to play on with them 
up to a certain point. Then you suddenly take them by surprise with an 
unexpected question and in this way you can often catch them across. -— 


52.4 Which word could fit into all the sentences in each set? Look in your dictionary for any 
new meanings. 


y Cambridge 


1 The lawyer tried to ................. the accused out in a lie. 
Be aware of exam questions designed to ................. you out. 
dictionary cambridge org Every year unexpected snowstorms................. people out. 


ep Dictionary 


2 Isabella likes to ................. out that she has a very important job. 
Can you... out that small yacht on the horizon? 
Who should I................. this cheque out to? 


3 Please take care not to ................. my secret out. 
This skirt is too tight - I’ll have to ................. it out. 
Don't forget to... the cat out before you go to bed. 


4 The way his hands were shaking ................. away his nervousness. 
The company ................. away six new cars as part of their advertising campaign. 
It was meant as a surprise but Kate ................. the game away. 
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EE Obeying rules and laws 


110 


Police officer Well, Mr Smith. | am pleased to say we 
have caught up with! you at last. 


Mr Smith But, lm innocent, sir. Breaking the law 
would be going against my principles. 


Police officer Well, several of your fellow criminals 
have informed on? you. 


Mr Smith Just wait till | see them! 

Police officer They say you make a habit of persuading old ladies to sign over? their property to you. 
Mr Smith But they did it of their own free will. 

Police officer The court is going to have to impose a substantial sentence onf you this time. 

Mr Smith But what if | promise to abide by? the law in the future? 


Police officer Well, you will certainly need to do that, and who knows, if you adhere to? the 
rules in prison, you might be let out early, but I’m certain the judge will give you a 
prison sentence - you won't be let off again. 


! managed to catch ^ give someone a punishment 
? given information to the police about 5 (formal) obey 
someone who has done something wrong $ (formal) obey 


3 give someone else legal rights to something 


Describing rules and laws 


Progress on tax evasion 


The government has long been anxious to introduce a new law relating to tax 
evasion. The intention is to toughen up’ the existing legislation, bringing all 
crimes related to the non-payment of taxes under the authority of the Financial 
Crimes Agency, giving the FCA considerable new powers and providing for? 
the imprisonment of serious offenders. The initial proposals for the law were 
thrown out? at the committee stage. However, some modifications were made 
and the new proposals went through the committee stage last week. The next 
step is for them to be voted on in Parliament. It is expected that they will get 
through without difficulty, as there is general cross-party agreement that the 
current laws have too many loopholes and should be tightened up*. Once 
passed, the new regulations will be rolled out® gradually over the coming year. 


4 made stricter 


introduced 


make more limiting and difficult to avoid 
(formal) allowing to happen 
rejected 


5 


Write sentences using phrasal verbs on small cards, missing out the preposition or particle. Write the 
missing word on the back of the card. Test yourself regularly using the cards. 


English Phrasal Verbs in Use Advanced 


Exercises 


53.1  Areyou a goodcitizen? Complete this questionnaire and then answer the questions. 


53.2 


53.3 


53.4 


iB) Cambridge 
«es Dictionary 


dictionary.cambridge.org 


HOW LAW-ABIDING 1 Have the police or a court ever ....................... (1) a fine on you? 


9 Yes:0 No: 2 
ARE YOU . 2 DO you.. (2) to speed limits? 
Rarely or never: 0 Mostly: 1 Always: 2 
3. Would it GO siseses (3) your principles to take items from 


your place of work for your own private use? 
No: 0 Yes: 2 Depends on value: 1 
4 Do you abide ....................... (4) parking laws? 
Rarely or never: 0 Mostly: 1 Always: 2 
5 |f you knew that a friend or family member had committed a crime, 
would you ....................... (5) on them? 
No:0 Depends on how serious: 1 Yes: 2 
6 If you park illegally in a foreign country because you genuinely 
don't understand the rules, do you think you should be 
bres AE (6) off or punished? 
Not punished: 0 Punished: 1 


Correct the mistakes with the phrasal verbs in these sentences. 


1 The new act went across Parliament last week and will become law on 1 January. 

2 The anti-litter laws should be tightened in; as itis now, nobody is ever prosecuted. 

3 He went on a two-year crime spree before the police finally caught up to him. 

4 She avoided tax by signing out her property to her two sons. 

5 The new law provides with jail sentences of up to ten years for repeat offenders. 

6 Building regulations come by local government rather than national or European law. 

7 The bill was passed by the Lower Chamber but was thrown away by the Senate and never 
became law. 

The bill will be voted to in Parliament next week, and the government hopes it will get across 
without too much opposition. [two mistakes] 

If trials prove successful, the government intends to roll in the scheme across the whole country 
next year. 

10 He was sentenced to three years in prison, but he'll probably be let off in 18 months. 


co 


co 


Rewrite the underlined parts of these sentences using a phrasal verb from the opposite page. 
Make any other necessary changes. 


1 The former CEO of Wilson & Wallace has been released from prison after serving a ten-year 
sentence. 

If you don't follow the health and safety regulations, you will be punished. 

The government plans to make the existing laws more strict. 

The law reforming the Health Service was passed by Parliament with a large majority. 
Evan's criminal activity was discovered when his neighbours told the police about him. 


O1 4 C0) MN 


Here are some more phrasal verbs connected with rules and laws. Work out from the context 
what they mean (or look them up in a dictionary) and rewrite the sentences, replacing the 
underlined phrasal expressions with a word or phrase that means the same. 


1 He was tried last week, found guilty and sent down for five years. 

2 This government has brought in more new laws than any other in the last 50 years. 

3 The new law will come into force in March. 

4 The military authorities put out an order banning demonstrations in the area around the 
parliament buildings. 
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Technology 


Computers 
Several verbs related to computers are based on the verb go, meaning access or use something. 


You can go on a computer, the Internet, a website. 
You can go to a menu, an item on a menu, a particular web page or part of a page, or a link. 


Note how phrasal verbs are used in these extracts from an online computer helpline. 


Query 
How do | stop pop-up adverts! from coming up every time | go on the Internet? 


Answer 
Go to the tools menu on your browser and click ‘disable pop-ups’. 


Query 

When | try to print off more than one copy of a document, a warning light comes on on the printer 
or the printer just goes off altogether and | have to switch it on again. 

Answer 

Try re-installing the printer driver. You can call up the information you need for your printer by 
opening the control panel, going to 'printers' and then clicking 'help'. 

Query 

| want to set up a drop-down menu? on my website. How do | do it? 

Answer 

Go to our tutorial page, type in your query and follow the instructions. 


Query 
How can | get my photos to fade in and fade out? when | show them on my computer? 


Answer 
Just right-click on the folder and choose 'Slide show'. They'll fade in and out automatically. 


Query 
There was a power cut the other day while | was working on my computer and a whole 
load of data got wiped off^ the hard drive. How can | avoid this in future? 


Answer 
You can buy a piece of equipment which will automatically provide back-up power. 


Ge be 9o (o be (o te (o te ĝo 


! unwanted advertisements which suddenly appear on the screen when you are online 


a list of choices which appears on a computer screen 
3 become gradually louder or brighter (fade in) or quieter or darker (fade out) 
^ removed 


2 


iB Other technical equipment 


When the battery is low, simply plug the Developments in technology mean that 
unit into the mains supply to recharge. scanners no longer need to warm up?. 
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? start working so that it becomes 


Tune into any radio station anywhere in the warm enough to work well 

world with our free app. You can pick up 

hundreds of thousands of stations 24 hours Looking for a printer that never seizes 
a day. up?? The new Jentra 850 has a unique 


paper feed. 


Spending hours wiring everything up! is 
a distant memory. All you have to do is 3 stop moving or working in the normal way 
switch on and connect! 


! connecting something to a piece of electrical 


equipment by using electrical wires 
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54.1 


54.2 


54.3 


54.4 


Exercises 


Complete these sentences with phrasal verbs from A opposite. 


1 Atthe end of a scene in a radio play, the actors’ voices often oo... eee sss ] 

2 When you bought your new laptop, did you find it easy to ce sss ? 

3 Could you seseina tette three copies of the document, please? 

4 The network crashed and the information I’d just added got... sss the 
system. 

5 When using this program, you can instantly... sss the figures you need. 

6 If you click on the icon, a ....................... menu appears on your screen. 

7 Allyou have to do to get an instant answers... sss your question. 


Choose the correct word to complete these sentences. 


1 With my new radio | can... far more stations than | used to be able to get. 
a) tune in b) pick up C) setup 

2 Ifa machine stops moving or working normally, you can say that it has ....................... ; 
a) cut off b) wiped off c) seized up 

3 OK, If you want to create a template, go ........... the Tools menu. 
a) on b) in c) to 

4 l'm going to have to get my printer repaired - it keeps going ............ for no apparent reason. 
a) on b) off c) out 

5 Please could you help me ...................... my new computer? 
a) set up b) tune in c) pick up 

6 Whenever Mohammed is abroad, he ....................... the BBC World Service to listen to the news. 
a) seizes up b) tunes into c) calls up 


Are these sentences true or false about the computer that you usually work on? 


Pop-ups come up every time you go on the Internet. 

You create bullet points by going to the Format menu and clicking on ‘Bullets’ and ‘Numbering’. 
Your printer plugs into the back of your monitor. 

You can pick up radio stations from all over the world. 

It takes less than a minute for your machine to warm up. 

It makes an automatic back-up of files on a regular basis. 


aAnBWN Ee 


Complete each sentence in an appropriate way using one of the phrasal verbs from the 
opposite page and any other words that you need. 


1 The advantage of a wireless connection is that you don't... 


CAES DC EE) AIT ————————— a website with these step-by-step 
instructions. 
4 Whenever switch on my computer, it takes time... eee 


Over to 


Find an article online about a computer, camera, mobile phone, MP3 player or other piece of technology 
that you are interested in. Does it contain any examples of phrasal verbs? If so, note them down in 
their context. 
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55 Food and drink 
Eating 


at? Cafi 


Six easy ways to eat a healthy diet 


1. It's better to have three proper meals a day rather than just pick at! things 
all day. 

2. Don't gobble your food down? - take your time, enjoy it. If you wolf it 
down?, you won't even taste what you're eating and you'll eat more. 

3. Don't just eat inf every day; spoil yourself at least once a week by having 
a meal in a good wholefood restaurant. Or if you feel like staying at home, 
send out for? something nutritious. 

4. Have friends round and serve up a special vegetarian dish. For an easy 
meal, just buy lots of vegetarian pizzas, slice them up and let everyone help 
themselves to? what they want. 

5. Make sure you're aware of what foods agree with you and what don't. Avoid 
anything that disagrees with’ you — even if it tastes good. You'll regret it later. 

6. Cut out? fry-ups? and eat more salads — you're bound to feel healthier. 

Eat lots of fruit and raw vegetables — they will fill you up!? without making you 
put on weight. 


1 eat small amounts € put on a plate for oneself 

? (informal) eat very fast 7 makes you feel slightly ill or uncomfortable 
3 (informal) eat very fast 8 stop eating 

^ eat at home ? (UK, informal) quick meal made of 

5 phone a restaurant and ask for food to be fried food 


delivered to you make you feel that you've eaten enough 


ENENN) ons 


phrasal verb definition of phrasal verb example 


wash down sth or help you swallow it Have a drink of milk to wash down the tablet. 


wash sth down 


drink to sb/sth hold up your glass before drinking 
from it in order to wish someone 
success or happiness 


Let's raise a glass and drink to the happy 
couple! 


dip sth in (sth) quickly put it in and take it She loves dipping carrot sticks in soft blue 
out again cheese. 
soak up absorb Cook the lentils until they soak up half the liquid. 


You should water down fruit juice for your child 
until he or she is five years old. 


water down sth or | make it less strong by adding 
water sth down water or other liquid 


Alfie, hold your juice properly. It's spilling over 
the edge of your glass. 


spill over flow over the edge 


A number of the words in B can also be used metaphorically. Anger can spill over, you can soak up an 


atmosphere and plans or suggestions can be watered down. Learning the literal and metaphorical 
uses together may help you to remember these expressions. 
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Exercises 


55.1 Complete these dialogues using phrasal verbs from the opposite page so that the second 
speaker agrees with and repeats more or less what the first speaker says. 


1 Mariam The kids eat so fast! I’m sure it can’t be good for them. 


Ronnie Yes, they do tend to................. A teino o c m . (Give two 
possible answers.) 
2 Clara Polly just eats tiny amounts - no wonder she’s so thin. 
Ed NessshejUst cmm E CURAE her food like a bird. 


3 - Julian Those prawns made me feel a bit sick. 


Rebecca e Yes they eee eee na me too. | don't feel too good either. 


4 Arthur Ithink we should stop eating burgers; they're not good for us. 


Pippa You're right. We should ....................... LINE Ieee A and eat more salads. 


5 Michael These trousers don’t fit me any more. They must have shrunk. 


Louise NON limiatialchy OUN Cle te m a bit of weight. 
6 < Tim Shall we eat at home tonight? We could order something from a takeaway. 
Harriet Yes lets re a a a S IWE CI TM fora 


pizza or something. 


55.2 Read the remarks by different people and then answer the questions below. 
Rory | enjoyed it, but | couldn't eat one bit more. 
Lizzie We toasted Matthew and wished him well in his new job. 
Grace The smoked salmon made me feel unwell. I shouldn’t have eaten it. 
Oliver She gave me some raw fish. It was the first time l’d ever tasted it. 


Khadijah Itook a big slice of cake. 


Who ate something that didn't agree with them? 
Who helped themselves to something? 

Who ate something that filled them up? 

Who was served up something new? 

Who drank to someone? 


OU» 0 hN rnP| 


55.3 Complete the word puzzle. 


Across 1 
2 Doyou ever ................. your biscuits in tea? 

3 We... the meal down with lemonade. 
6 She’s put... a lot of weight. 6 
p the cake up and give everyone a piece. 


Down 

1 Stop pouring! The waters going to ................. 
over the top of the jug! 

3 This juice is too strong. l'll ................. it down. 

4 Have some bread to ................. up the rest of the sauce. 

5 Particle that goes with water and wash. 


55.4 Name a food or drink that... 


1 often disagrees with people. 3 you often serve up. 5 you should cut down on. 
2 can be sliced up. 4 fills you up. 6 people often send out for. 
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Come 


Typical meanings of come in phrasal verbs 

You may have already met some phrasal verbs with come in this book or elsewhere. For 
example, come in [start speaking during a discussion (Unit 11) or, for the sea, come nearer to 
the beach or coast (Unit 47)], come at somebody [move towards someone in order to attack 
them (Unit 22)], come at something [think about something in a particular way (Unit 24)], 
come down [pass from one generation to another so that it continues (Unit 10) or, for a price 
or level, become lower (Unit 10)]. 


Come typically expresses movement and the particle shows the direction of the movement. 
Come in above suggests a person 'entering' a discussion. Come at someone suggests directing 
oneself at/towards someone and come at something suggests directing one's thoughts to a 
particular subject. Come down suggests moving through time (from the more distant past 
towards the present). 


More phrasal verbs with come 
Look at these extracts from two interviews for Policy and Finance magazine. 


Interviewer You are often seen as a survivor. How did you survive your difficult second term in 
government? Was it just luck? 


Politician Luck? No, luck doesn't come into it?. You have to work in politics. As you know, 
the party came in for?a lot of criticism on its tax policy and was also coming 
under? attack from pensioners’ groups. We were coming across‘ as insensitive to 
ordinary people's needs and problems, so we needed new ideas. | came up 
against? critics in my own party, and it was a difficult period, but we came 
through? it because we were strong and determined to succeed. 


1 (usually negative) have an influence 5 faced 


received (collocates with criticism or praise) € managed to get to the end of a difficult 
3 getting a lot of situation 
^ being seen by others 


2 


Interviewer You once came out with! a famous remark that surprised everyone: ‘Capitalism 
is dead.’ Do you still believe that? 


Economist — | was misquoted. What I said was that in a period when new technology was 
coming in and replacing traditional employment patterns in the workplace, we 
needed to rethink our basic economics. Other economies which have combined 
capitalism with a caring social framework have come off? better in the long term. 
If our standards of employment and social care are to come up to?those of our 
neighbours, then we need something other than a traditional form of capitalism. 
And this is where a more cooperative approach comes in^. Our workers’ general 
life skills have come on? a long way since the days of mass manual labour, and we 
have to involve them and their skills in a more democratic way. A new era has to 
come into? being or we will simply be left behind. 


! suddenly said ^ is involved 
? ended up in a good position (come off better) or bad position 5 improved 
(come off worse) because of an argument or some kind of struggle 9 begin 


3 reach 


Look at the units which deal with the meanings conveyed by the particles (Units 9-15). These may 
help you learn the meanings of the phrasal verbs in Units 56-60. 
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56.1 


56.2 


56.3 


56.4 


(<a) Cambridge 


ees Dictionary 


dictionary.cambridge.org 


Exercises 


Complete these sentences with phrasal verbs from A opposite. 


1 
2 
3 
4 
5 


6 


Originally stories ................ sss from one generation to the next through the spoken word 
rather than in writing. 

Thétide....: nds cette and goes out twice a day. 

Prices tend to... sss when the economy is experiencing a recession. 

Surrealist artists ................. sss their work very differently from artists of previous 


generations. 


In a formal meeting you should wait until you catch the eye of the chairperson before ................. 
s to join a discussion. 
The Russian revolutionary Trotsky died when someone .............. sss him with an ice axe. 


Complete these sentences with the correct particles. 


1 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 


T 
8 


Any original idea is bound to come... sss a certain amount of opposition at first. 

| prefer not to argue with Caitlin because she usually comes ................. best. 

The new licensing laws will come ................. force on 1 January. 

The Chancellor is bound to come ................. attack for putting forward such a controversial 
proposal. 

Small children say the funniest things - you never know what they are going to come ................ 
ER next 

Sometimes your brother comes................. as being a bit unfriendly. 

| gave up football because | wanted a change. Age doesn't come ................. it. 

Now l'd like to discuss the next stage of the project and this is where your plans come ................. : 


Rewrite the underlined parts of these sentences using a phrasal verb from the opposite 
page. Make any other necessary changes. 


Alvaro’s English has improved a lot since he met Flora. 

Most people think Hugo is confident and extrovert. 

The Prime Minister has received a considerable amount of criticism lately. 

Ellen makes some very strange comments sometimes. 

This history homework does not meet the standards we expect from our students. 
We've had a difficult year but we've survived and are looking forward to the future now. 
At this point | should like to invite Anastasia Snow to enter the discussion. 

| was afraid the dog was going to attack me. 


Which phrasal verb with come fits each set of collocations? Use a dictionary to help you 
if necessary. 


standard 3 scrutiny 
TOMOE 3s ete tete the iade expectations |o — M—— attack 
scratch pressure 
competition 4 effect 
o —— E E a problem i ————— being 
prejudice force 
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Phrasal verbs with get 


There are many phrasal verbs with get, some of which you may have already met in this book 
or elsewhere. For example, get your act together [become more organised (Unit 8)], get 
around [travel, of news or rumours (Unit 9)], get by [have just enough money to pay for the 
things you need but no more (Unit 6)], get someone down [make someone depressed 


(Unit 10)] and get off [finish work (Unit 31)]. 


Phrasal verb collocations with get 


collocation 

The children are very quiet. | hope they're not getting up to mischief. 

Now we're all here, let's get down to business. 

| wish my parents would get off my back! I’m studying as hard as | need to. 
The football coach decided it was time for his team to get back to basics. 


The business was a little slow to get off the ground, but it's doing very 
well now. 


meaning 

doing something naughty 
start our work 

stop nagging me 

start again at the beginning 


get started 


| just can't get the situation with Tom out of my mind. 


stop thinking about 


Doctors try to get the message across that too much salt is bad for you. 


make people understand 


You are far too soft on Holly. You let her get away with murder. 


behave badly and not be 
criticised or punished 


What happened between Kian and Daisy? We must try to get to the bottom 
of it. 


understand properly, not 
superficially 


They've seen how popular the product is and now other companies want to 
get in on the act. 


become involved 


Getting down to a good gossip 


Alice Hi, Beth! Haven't seen you for ages. What have you been getting up to! recently? Anything 


interesting? 


Beth Well, l've been getting around? quite a lot actually, mainly for work. I’ve been to Italy a couple 
of times and Ireland, visiting our offices. But I’ve also been getting into? golf recently and I 


managed to get in^ a few rounds between meetings. 


Alice That's great. It's good if you can get something out of? the trips for yourself as well as for work. 


Beth That'sright. In fact, I’m finding it quite hard to get back into? the ordinary office routine now. 


Alice Well, let's get together one evening soon and catch up properly on all the news. 


^ find time for 


5 get benefit from 
6 


1 doing 
? travelling to different places 
3 becoming keen on 


return to (after some time) 


Many phrasal verbs have a whole range of different meanings. If you come across a phrasal verb and it 


doesn't make sense with any meaning that you know, look it up online at http://dictionary.cambridge.org 
to see if it has a different meaning in that context. 
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Exercises 


57.1 Put the words in the correct order to make sentences. 


she got / together / her act / It's time / a job / found / and 

not looking / always / to mischief / The children / when / get up / I’m 

the bottom / of that / I must / strange letter / get to / | received 

down / We / business / to / got / immediately 

is too / Modern / complicated / life / to basics / should / get / We / back (two sentences) 


U 0 N rnP| 


57.2 Complete these dialogues using phrasal verbs from the opposite page so that the second 
speaker agrees with and repeats more or less what the first speaker says. 


l Anna Sienna always wants to be part of anything that involves publicity. 


Ella Oh yes, if publicity's involved she always wants to 


2 — Alex We'll just have to survive on less money now that I’ve lost my job. 
AmeenaBYessdonibwonnyllimtisuneweilleeee csocsoosecseotocbossocsbdooecb6cbec800 : 

3 - Zara Everyone soon found out about Harry's divorce. l'm amazed. 
Victonia&glhivesstlelstonyisoonm eee eee ee ; 


4 ~ Lily It's often difficult to make people understand how important it is to protect the 
environment. 


Callummvesuitissnanditopseme m TREO . 


5 Adam  Sarahalways seems to behave badly and never get criticised by anyone. 


Antonia Yes, shelseems:toibe able tons TUTTI y 


6 Emma  ljustcan'tstop thinking about Lucía. 


Sergio iknow it sthesametonme Sta eren ntti tenn E : 


57.3 Complete these sentences using the correct particles. 


1 Studying so hard really got me ...................... soltook a break to cheer myself up. 

2 Look, just get... my back, will you! I’m sick of you finding fault with me. 

3 The project took a long time to get ...................... the ground, but we're moving now. 

4 |hopel get something... sss that summer course I’ve registered for; 
it's quite a lot of money to pay. 

5 I'd like to get... a game of tennis later today. Are you free around five? 

6 Hi there. What have you been getting... sss since I last saw you? 

7 Ryan has got... photography recently; he spends all his time editing pictures on 
his computer. 

8 Let's get... for lunch one day. I’ve got loads to tell you. 

57.4 Rewrite these questions, replacing the phrasal verbs with a word or phrase that means 

the same. 

1 When do you normally get off work? 

2 Do you get around a lot? 

3 Is there any time of the year when you find it hard to get back into the routine of your daily life? 

4 What have you been getting up to recently? 

5 What sorts of things get you down? 

6 Where do you usually get together with your friends? 


57.5 Now answer the questions in 57.4. 
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A Typical meanings of go in phrasal verbs 


120 


Look at these meanings of go down which you may have already met. Note that what they have 
in common is change from a bigger or more positive state to a smaller or more negative state. 


phrasal verb meaning 


if a computer system goes down, it stops working 10 

go down become worse in quality 58 
if part of your body that is bigger than usual because of an illness or injury goes 43 
down, it starts to return to its usual size 


As these examples show, go typically carries meanings connected with movement, change or 
things happening. Here are some more examples: 


We should go back over these figures. | think there's a mistake somewhere. [examine again] 
The house went for €900,000, which was more than we expected. [was sold for] 
The festival will go ahead despite the bad weather. [happen] 


l've been going over in my mind what happened the other day. | think we have a big 
problem. [thinking about something that happened or that was said] 
Lucas has decided to go into politics. I’m not sure | would vote for him! [become involved in] 


Who would want to go after/for such a boring job? [try to get] 


Other phrasal verbs with go 
Look at the verbs with go in these short news clips. 


The young parents went through agony 


1 
The Sy ene Ar as plannedand before their missing child was found. 


£5,000 was raised for charity. 


Mr Drake said he had decided to go Going by? the government's own 
over to? the Green Party as he was statistics, they have failed to stop 
disillusioned with his own party's the rise in drug addiction 


policies on the environment. 


Three candidates will go forward to the 


in th ion f A 
Youve wiv go around vandalisme next round in the election for party leader. 


property should be forced to repair 
the things they have damaged. The newspapers are really going for? Ben 
Rone. They seem determined to go after" 


him and destroy his career. 


happened in a particular way 

leave one group or organisation and join another competing group or organisation 
spend time (used about doing something that is unpleasant for other people) 
experienced (used about an unpleasant or difficult situation or event) 

using as a reference 

attacking 

to chase or follow someone in order to catch them 


NO Oc B WN n 
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Exercises 


58.1 Look at A. Complete the text below using particles from the box. 


after ahead down for into ^ over 
It's been a terrible week. As you know, I’m planning to go ................. (1) 
teaching. On Monday | went ................. (2) a trainee teacher position 
that was advertised at a school in town, but | didn't get it. I’m not sure 
why. lve been going ................. (3) the interview in my mind, but | don't 
think said anything too stupid. Then on Tuesday | fell off my bike and 
managed to twist my ankle. It was terribly swollen for a day or two, but 
it's beginning to go ................. (4) now. It's my birthday party tomorrow. 
| hope you can come. Plans are still going ................. (5) for that, of 
course, although I don't suppose l'll be able to dance very much. I’m 
probably going to sell my bike, though. | hope it'll go ................. (6) at 
least £300, which will help me out till | manage to find a job. 


58.2 Match the beginning of each question with its ending. 


Are you planning to go after 

Is the end-of-term concert going ahead 
Why did you decide to go over 

How much did their house go for 

Did your anniversary party go off 

Could you help me go back 

Has the swelling on your knee gone down 
Which teams are going forward 


when they finally managed to sell it? 
over our business accounts? 

yet? 

in the school hall as usual this year? 
to the semi-final? 

to a different political party? 

the boss's job when he leaves? 

as well as you'd hoped? 


0 - O0 0 & 0 Nd 
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58.3  Correctthe mistakes with particles in these sentences. 


Lara has been promised that her name will go over for a place on the board of directors next year. 
Going for the weather forecast, there'll be snow tomorrow. 

They went on a terrible time during their daughter's illness. 

You really mustn't go across telling such terrible lies. 

Cameron has always wanted to go on law. 

The journalists went into her wherever she went. 


aAnBRWN Hn 


58.4 Which particle fits in each of these sets of sentences? Use a dictionary if necessary. 


1 Elsa really went ................. me in the office today. 
They are selling their old car but don't expect it to go ................. much. 
Please be quiet, children - and that goes ................. you too, Seth. 
The standard of school-leavers' English is going ................. ; 
The office computer system has gone ................. again. 
The bump on the boy's head looked alarming, but it quickly went ................ : 
3 Let's go... our plan of action for tomorrow again. 
| keep going ................. what I said to him, wishing | could take my words back. 
He started his political life as a Republican but later on went................. to the Democrats. 
4 Iwas nervous about playing in the concert, but everything went ................. very well. 
| didn't wake up when my alarm clock went ................. this morning. 
Don't drink this milk - I think it's gone ................. i 


dictionary.cambridge.org 2 
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Phrasal verbs with keep 


In this book or elsewhere, you may have already met keep in with someone [be friendly with 


someone because they can help you (Unit 5)], keep up with something [be able to understand 


or deal with something that is developing very fast (Unit 24)] and keep it up [don't stop doing 
(Unit 30)]. This unit presents more of the many other phrasal verbs with keep. 


Describing problems 


After our son had to be kept in! hospital 
overnight after suspected appendicitis 
several months ago, the doctors explained 
that they thought his stomach pain was 
stress related. His school have always 
kept us informed about any concerns 
they have, and until recently, everything 
seemed to be going really well. But now 
I'm sure our son is keeping something to 
himself. He normally tells us about all his 
worries and doesn't keep anything back. 
We've asked him what the problem is, 

but he won't tell us anything. We've got 

a meeting with his teacher next week, so 
should I keep out of? it until then and not 
make a fuss? 


2 


1 made to stay somewhere 


? keep something secret 
3 not become involved 


Some advice 


I'm a medical student and up till now I’ve 
managed to keep ahead of the other students 

in my year. I really want to do well in my 
exams. However, now I have a problem with 
my flatmate. She always wants to spend hours 
discussing her problems with me and this is 
keeping me from my studies. On top of that, 
she keeps on’ inviting her friends to come and 
stay. We've only got two small bedrooms so they 
have to sleep on the sofa and they keep me up? 
chatting until the early hours of the morning. It's 
not so bad at the weekend, but they often come 
during the week when I’ve got nine o'clock 
lectures. I really need to speak to her about 
everything that is annoying me, but I don't want 
to add to her problems. What should I put first — 
work or friendship? 


continues doing something repeatedly 
made to stay up late 


W Keep off sugary drinks if you want to stay slim. 


W |f you are on a diet, or on a budget, a bowl of homemade soup is a good 
and inexpensive way to keep your strength up’. 


E Keep your music down late at night or you'll annoy your neighbours. 


E When answering an exam question, you will get better marks if you keep to? 


the point. 


E When you buy a house, remember to budget for its upkeep? as this can be 


very costly. 


! not allow something that is at a 


high level to fall to a lower level 
? don't start writing about other topics 
3 keeping a building in good condition 
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59.1 


59.2 


59.3 


59.4 


Exercises 


Complete these emails using the correct particles. 


eoo 

Hi Georgia, 

Keep this ................. (1) yourself, but | heard something very interesting the other day. You know 
how Lydia is always trying to keep ................. (2) with the boss and you know how she just tells 
everyone EVERYTHING (she can never keep anything ................. (8), can she?)? Well, she told 
me she's actually getting married to him! Can you believe it? 

Megan 

eoo 


Hi there Andrew, 


Thanks for the invitation to the week in France, but | think you're trying to keep me ................. (4) 
my studies! Seriously, | really shouldn't take any more time off. My new year's resolution is to 
keep ................. (5) with my studies, so I’m trying to do five hours a day, five days a week. 

If | had a week off, | think I’d find it hard to keep ................. (6) the momentum. 

Madeleine 

eoo 

Dear Max, 

Katie's had a row with Archie and she wants me to help sort it out. | think | should keep ................. 
—À (7) it. What do you think? | find it hard to keep ................. 00000111111111.. (8) all the ups and 
downs of their love life. | think they should solve their own problems, don't you? 

Naomi 


Look at these brief notes giving people advice or warnings. Rewrite the underlined parts of the 
sentences using a phrasal verb from the opposite page. Make any other necessary changes. 


1 Please play your music, TVs and radios at a minimum volume during the exam period. 

2 Every household will be asked to contribute £10 a month towards the maintenance of the village 
recreation ground. 

3 Allteam members are strongly advised to refrain from eating fatty foods during the training 
period. It is important to maintain your fitness to the highest level. 


Which particle could fit into all the sentences in each set? 
1 There is one rule which we ask all club members to keep ............ : 


| wish the lecturer would stop digressing and keep ............ the point. 
Before your exams, make a revision timetable and try to keep ............ it. 
2 |wish my parents wouldn't keep ............ at me about getting my hair cut. 
Keep ............ going until you reach the T-junction and then turn left. 
My grandma kept ............ working until she was in her 80s. 
3 Why don't you go to bed now? | really don't want to keep you ............ : 
At university Jack did a course on ornithology, but | don't think he’s kept ............ his interest in birds. 
Things change so quickly in Faye's life - it's hard to keep ............ with what's going on. 


Answer the following questions. 


1 What sort of thing has kept you up late at night? 
2 Have you ever been kept in hospital overnight? If so, why? 
3 What are you going to do to keep up your knowledge of phrasal verbs? 
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Typical meanings of take in phrasal verbs 

Take often carries a meaning of ‘remove’, as in: 
We hope you will take many happy memories away from your stay here. 
Phil's boss has agreed to take him off the night shift. 
Helena took her parents out for a meal. (Unit 42) 


Take also sometimes carries a meaning of doing something quickly or something happening 
quickly or abruptly, for example Take it away! (Unit 30), take aback [surprise], take off (of a 
plane) and take out [kill or destroy in a military battle]. 


Organising a charity concert 


| must say | was taken aback! when | saw the cost involved, but | wanted 
it to be a memorable experience for people. A huge amount of time was 
taken up? with phone calls persuading sponsors to be involved. The 
uptake? was slow at first, but bit by bit we managed to persuade local 
companies and individuals to support us. The work didn't end when the 
concert was over. We spent a whole day taking down‘ the stage set and 
lighting and so on, but none of that took away from? the pleasure we 
got from organising it. And I think the audience took away? something 
that will stay with them for a long time. Overall it was worth it - a great 
experience for all involved. 


very surprised 

used 

number of people who committed themselves 

removing by separating into pieces and taking the pieces away 
made it seem less good or successful 

remembered [used about e.g. a memory, an impression, a message] 


o non A Ww MN n 


Other phrasal verbs with take 


phrasal verb/noun definition of phrasal verb/ example 
noun 


take sb away take to a different place 


He took his mum away for a week to the coast. 


remove from a job He was put in charge of security, but he was taken 
off the job after a week as he was not strict enough. 
take sb off sth 
stop giving someone a The doctor took her off the pills as they were 
particular type of medicine making her sick. 
take up sth or discuss something or deal The tutor promised to take the problem up with the 
take sth up with something Head of Department. 
take along sb/sth or | take with you l'd advise you to take along an umbrella. 
take sb/sth along 
intake number of people that are This year's intake have higher exam grades than 
accepted at a particular time last year's. 


by an organisation, especially 
a college or university 


take-off imitation She does a brilliant take-off of Adele. 


English Phrasal Verbs in Use Advanced 


60.1 


60.2 


60.3 


60.4 


Exercises 


Which of the phrasal verbs on the opposite page can have the following meanings? 


l surprise someone eee 

2 detract from something... eeetentdettetetletens 

3 leave an airport (of a plane)... 
4 destroy a military target... 


Complete these sentences with the correct particles. 


1 My Spanish cousin is coming to stay next week, so | plan to take her ................. when I visit my 
daughter at university. 

2 Personally, I took ................. a very good impression of France when | went there. 

3 Joel was quite taken ................. to learn that his application had been unsuccessful. 

4 Much of Jason's time is taken ................. with dealing with customer complaints. 

5 Grandma asked the doctor to take her ................. those tablets as she thought they were making 
her feel sick. 


Rewrite the sentences using a phrasal verb or noun based on take. Remember to make 
all the changes to the sentences that are necessary. 


1 Martin does the best imitation of the Prime Minister that | have ever seen. 

2 Aridiculous amount of my time is occupied by dealing with emails. 

3 Even the rain could not detract from the beauty of the scene. 

4 Iwas very surprised when I was told that | was no longer allowed to park in front of my own 

house. 

Would you like me to raise your concerns with the manager? 

We are expecting a particularly large group of students to arrive next week. 

7 We decided it would be nicer to invite our aunt for a weekend in a hotel with us rather than having 
her stay with us. 

8 The number of people wanting a place at the weekend seminar has been rather disappointing. 


Oo) Ui 


Rewrite these sentences so that the underlined words have the opposite meaning. Make 
any other changes that are necessary. 


1 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 


Let's put up the decorations tomorrow. 

The doctor has agreed to put my elderly uncle on some pills for his arthritis. 

Her parents brought her back to their holiday home. 

My favourite part of a flight is when the plane lands. 

Robert's being there added to our enjoyment of the evening. 

After Stan had been working in the kitchens for a week, he was put on washing-up duties. 


Over to 


If you have now finished all the units in this book, congratulations! Remember to regularly revise the 
new phrasal verbs you have studied and try to use them in your own speaking and writing of English. 
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1.1 


1.2 
1.3 


1.4 


2.1 


2.2 


Key 


Unit 1 


1 


|! oouBONBG H 


| decided to take up gardening, so | took out a subscription to a gardening magazine and read up 
on the subject. | found out so many interesting things, such as the best time to plant flowers out 
for the summer and how to grow vegetables. I’ve really got into it now and spend hours in the 
garden every weekend. 

The other day we went off on a hike in the mountains. We put our wet-weather gear on as the 
weather forecast wasn't good. We set off early to avoid the rush hour and soon reached the 
starting point for our walk. The whole walk took about four hours and when we got back we were 
exhausted. 

| have to catch up on my coursework this weekend as I’ve fallen behind a bit. | worked on it 

till midnight last night, but I still have loads to do. | have to hand one essay in on Tuesday and 
another one on Friday. I’m not sure whether l'll make it, but I'll try. 


out of 2 down 3 out 4 in 


intake 
breakout 
off-putting 
outspoken 
broken-down 


d 2e 3a 4 b 5c 


Unit 2 


1 
2 


no object needed 

object needed: If you’re ready to leave now, | can drop you off at your office. Remember, without 
an object, drop off means ‘fall asleep’. 

no object needed 

object needed: My son is so good at English that | think the teacher should move him up to the 
advanced class. 

object needed: | associate this music / that perfume / Juliet with that evening we spent together 
in Rome. 

no object needed 


| can pick you up from work and then drop you off at the airport. Or I can pick you up from the 
airport and then drop you off at work. 

The teacher said that she would not put up with such rudeness from her class. 

The floods have cut off several villages in the mountains. Or (but less likely as it is quite a long 
object) The floods have cut several villages in the mountains off. 

If your spelling doesn’t improve, the examiners will mark you down. 

Margot always seems to cope cheerfully with all her problems. Or Margot always seems to cope 
with all her problems cheerfully. 
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2.3 


2.4 


3.1 


3.2 


mm 


2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
T 
8 


co 


10 


l'll have to ask my daughter to sort my Internet connection out. Or ... to sort out my Internet 
connection. 

| was so tired after work that | dropped off in the train on the way home. 

| was marked down because my essay was over the word limit. 

Jason has no right to look down on me - he's no better than | am. 

Lara doesn't get on (well) with one of her flatmates. 

You have to face up to the fact that you will probably never see each other again. 
Maria has got a new job looking after an old lady. 

If you deprive the children of sleep, they won't be able to concentrate at school. 
In Lapland we had to contend with some difficult driving conditions. 

The road to our house branches off (the main road) just after the service station. 


Possible answers: 


1 lm looking forward to visiting my aunt in New York for a couple of weeks. 

2 lve got to catch up on some maths | missed when | was off school on Monday. 

3 My mother picks me up. 

4 My favourite album is Sergeant Pepper’s Lonely Hearts Club Band, and | like it because | associate 
it with being a student. 

5 |feel stressed when I have too many different things to contend with at the same time. 

6 lusually drop off as soon as my head touches the pillow. 

Over to you 

This is how the Cambridge Advanced Learners’ Dictionary deals with these verbs: 


associate sth with sth phrasal verb 
deprive of verb [T] [T = transitive] 
contend with sth phrasal verb 

face up to sth phrasal verb 


Collocations highlighted by examples in Cambridge Advanced Learners’ Dictionary: 
risks associated with smoking 

deprive someone of freedom/rights/sleep 

contend with problems / someone's death 


face up to the fact that 

Unit 3 

1 onset 5 warm-up 

2 overkill 6 letdown 

3 back-up 7 standby 

4 input 

1 The police opened the container and arrested two stowaways. 

2 There was a breakdown in negotiations with union members (after a couple of hours). 
3 There was a management buyout of the company in 2014. 

4 There was a walkout (by the workers) last night and the factory was forced to close. 
5 The military build-up is continuing on both sides of the border. 
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3.3 


3.4 


4.1 


4.2 
4.3 


C) NH Ci 


There has been a stand-off for several days now in the talks between the government and the 

rebels. Neither side will make any concessions. 

Last year there were 15,000 new Internet business start-ups, most of which only survived for a 

few months. 

After years without releasing an album, Madeleine Flame has staged a comeback with her new 
collection of love songs. 

Holly: Have you decided where you're going this summer? 

Flora: Not really. It's a toss-up whether it'll be Italy or Greece. 

| met Nasser and we just had a knockabout on the college football pitch for half an hour. 


Output 4 outbreak 
lookout 5 Lift-off 
downpour 6 abreak-in 


Unit 4 


e 0-190014 C0 N rH 


There was a worn-out carpet on the stairs. 

The newsletter has a list of forthcoming activities at the tennis club. 

What's happened? You're looking very downcast! 

Unlike her sister, Emily is very outgoing. 

| find the cover of this novel very off-putting, don't you? 

It doesn't matter what time of day it is, Polina always looks tired out. Or ... worn out. 
We are not in the habit of going to such overpriced restaurants. 

When you meet my boss | think you'll find her surprisingly outspoken. Or ... outgoing. 


a fold-up chair 2 a broken-down car 3 a built-in oven 4 a foldaway bed 


Possible answers: 


1 


An advantage of having a live-in nanny might be that the children look on her as one of the family; 
a disadvantage might be that the parents do not get much privacy. 

A foldaway bed would be particularly useful in a small room, especially one that is also used for 
entertaining visitors. 

A job requiring tact might not be suitable for a very outspoken person - a diplomat, for example, 
or a beautician. 

You might want to give a watered-down version of something that happened to you to your 
parents if you think they might not like the whole truth. 

A job in show business requires you to be outgoing - an actor, singer or TV presenter, for example. 
A difficult social problem would tend to be ongoing - for example, the problem of poverty or 

of discrimination. 

If you are having a meal in a restaurant, you might find it off-putting if someone at the next table 
talks very loudly. 

You might think that meals, clothes or cosmetics are often overpriced. 
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4.4 


4.5 


5.1 


5.2 


5.3 


broken-down not working 


candid outspoken 
continuing ongoing 
diluted watered-down 
downcast miserable 
dynamic go-ahead 
exhausted tired out 
extrovert outgoing 
forthcoming future 
obsolete outdated 
off-putting repellent 
shabby worn out 


Note that worn out can also mean exhausted. 


Possible answers: 
1 Ifthe union doesn't accept our terms, what should we have as the position that we will agree to 


2 
3 
4 
5 


if we cannot get our main aim? 

Clara always feels ignored / lonely when her brother's friends come round to play. 
Julian is usually chatty but his sister is not very talkative / communicative. 

You shouldn't get so upset / in such a state about every little thing. 

Zack met me at the airport with arms open wide ready to embrace me. 


Unit 5 


O10) hN rnD| 


AUNE 


Collocation means the way words combine with each other. 
a, cand e 
They are things that are written. 


Because it will help you to be able to use them appropriately in your own speaking and writing. 


You might want to note down: 

whether it collocates with positive or negative things or both 
whether it collocates with people or things as objects 
whether it collocates with people or things as subjects 
whether it collocates with particular types of situation 


appropriate 

appropriate 

not appropriate - hit on is used about good ideas; in this context it would be better to say 
‘You can always rely on Joseph to come up with an idea that will never work: 
appropriate 

not appropriate - though it would be appropriate to talk about the need to keep in with your 
bank manager 

after 5 off 

into; off 6 off/up 

through 7 in with 

with 
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Helena sailed through her driving test. 

l've really gone off coffee. 

The wind is easing off/up now. Or The wind has eased off/up now. 

If | have a problem, | find a walk by the sea often helps me to hit on a solution. 

Masses of people streamed into the shop as soon as it opened, hoping to find a bargain in 
the sale. 

6 His argument is riddled with holes. 


5.4 


o1 0 N rn| 


Unit 6 


6.1 Dear Mr Janes, 


Thank you for your letter of 28 May complaining about the bad service you experienced at this 
hotel. | promise you we will investigate the problem at once and respond to you as soon as 
possible. We always try to achieve/meet the highest standards of service, and if we have failed 
to meet/achieve those standards we will immediately seek to remedy the situation. Meanwhile 
we hope you will continue making Miromana Hotels your first choice for all your business and 
leisure travel. 


Yours sincerely, 


G. H. Logan (General Manager) 


6.2 1 Will you look after Aunt Jessie while | go and get the children's supper ready? 
2 He went into the subject in great detail in his lecture. 
3 When the president died his son took on the title of Great Leader. 
4 | like her. Do you think I should ask her out? 
5 During the war he went over to the enemy side and was killed in action. 
6 She bought up all the shares in the company last year. 
7 The local newspaper put out a story about a strange animal seen in the city park. 
8 | think Pll call in on my grandfather on the way home from work. 
9 The deal fell through at the last minute. 
10 I managed to get by on about €70 a day when I was travelling. 
6.3 computers and technology academic lectures/writing money and business 
back up, hack into, log in, print base on, gloss over, bail out, carry forward, sell up, 
off, scroll down put forward, sum up square up, take over, turn over 


6.4 1 Despite his family's poverty, Alfie never wants for anything. 
2 You must inform the police if you have evidence which bears on the case. 
3 Jack will have to call on all his ingenuity to resolve the situation. 
4 The president ascribes his party's victory to his leadership. 
5 The manager will attend to your enquiry without delay. 
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7.1 


7.2 


7.3 


7.4 


8.1 


8.2 


Unit 7 


Possible answers: 


1 


BRWN 


AUNE OUAR UNE NO 


later than expected 

They've risen. 

aggressively 

He wants to read the agenda and make sure it is correct. Perhaps also prepare what they are 
going to say. 

more 

go straight into the proposal without any planning 

not pay any attention to them, not consider their proposal 


It's not good for children to spend too much time glued to a screen. 

Choosing a university course boils down to deciding what you want to do with your life. 

| arrived at the stadium early and watched the other spectators flooding in. 

Laura dragged herself away from the window and returned to her desk. 

Sam was staring at Megan, drinking in every word she said. 

George brushed off / swept aside all objections to his plan, saying they were unimportant. 


stands by 5 eatinto 

soldier on brushed off or swept aside 
fished out struck out 

nosing around sandwiched between 


CON DD 


Possible answers: 


1 


If someone warms up an audience, they make it more receptive and friendly, more relaxed 
(perhaps by telling some jokes). Coldness in English equates with unfriendliness and warmth 
with friendliness. Warming up people and warming up food both have the idea of making 
something pleasanter. 

If someone falls into a job, they get it very easily and without making any effort. So both falling 
into a hole and falling into a job have the idea of something happening by chance. 

If you climb down in an argument, you admit that you were wrong. So both uses of climb down 
suggest moving back to the level of other people from a position in which you were separated 
from others. 


Unit 8 

1 the baby 

2 geton like a house on fire 

3 let off steam 

4 to spite their face 

5 takethe sting out of something 

6 run rings round somebody; go round in circles 
1 off; nose; spite; face 5 round;circles 
2 put;roots 6 throw; baby 
3 ranrings 7 get;house 

4 sting; of 8 letting off 
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8.3 


8.4 


9.1 


9.2 


9.3 


After a year of travelling, | decided to put my act together and get 
a job. A friend who worked for a bank put in seme geed-werds 
for me. In fact he pushedHn all the stops and arranged for me to 


have lunch with the CEO. | got encthe-wreng-feet by saying | wasn’t 


ready to plant down roots yet; | think they were looking for 


get 


a good word 


1 
2 
3 pulled out 
4 


off on the 
wrong foot 


5 put 


someone to make a long-term commitment. | should have kept quiet! 


1 herheels in 4 hisown 

2 for lost time 5 theheat 

3 tothe fact 6 your mind 

Unit 9 

1 banging 5 ask 

2 floating 6 fly 

3 run 7 lying 

4 switched 8 clowning 

1 askaround 

2 lying around/about 

3 gets around/about 

4 bosses; about/around 

5 clowns around/about 

1 lying/pottering/playing/clowning around/about; lying around/about; switched around 
2 play/clown/run around/about; bossing us around/about; run around/about 
3 work around 

4 


5 


skirt around (Note that skirt around can also be used to describe physical movement, 

e.g. We decided to skirt around the city centre to avoid the rush-hour traffic.) 

banging around/about; flying around/about. (Note that it would also be possible to say that 
all sorts of rumours have been going around/about among the neighbours.) 

Over to you 


Possible answers: 


phrasal verb 


crowd around 


meaning 


surround someone or something, 
standing close together 


example 


Please don't crowd around the desk. 
Stand in an orderly queue. 


knock sth about/ 
around / knock 
about/around 


if people knock a ball about, they hit or 
kick it to each other for fun 


We knocked a ball about in the park 
after work. 


turn around 


turn sth around 


roll about/around 


turn so that you are facing the opposite 
direction 


make something unsuccessful (e.g. a 
business) become successful 


laugh a lot 


| saw him walk up to the door, but then 
he hesitated, turned around and walked 
away again. 


Paul has made a very successful 
career out of turning failing 
businesses around. 


Kathy is very funny. Her stories had us all 
rolling around. 


blunder about/ 
around 


move in an awkward way (often because 
you can't see where you're going) 


When the lights went off, we were all 
blundering around in the darkness. 
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10.1 
10.2 


10.3 


10.4 


11.1 


11.2 


11.3 
11.4 


Unit 10 


1 Heidi Knight 2 LucasHind 3 Harry Irving 4 Oliver Reece — 5 Mia Calvo 
Suggested answers: 
1 The computer system suddenly went down this morning, so we're doing everything manually at 


the moment. 

I’m sorry I’m so irritable. Things have been getting me down lately. 

Shall | put you down (on my list) to sponsor me for the charity walk? 

This event will go down in history as the worst catastrophe this country has ever suffered. 

The company had to shut down all their machines during the 24-hour strike at the factory. 

The salesman came down on the price, and after that we even managed to knock him down by 
a further 1096. 


7 Many everyday remedies for minor ailments have come down to us from our ancestors. 

1 slam the phone down 

2 haveit put down (rather than put it down, since you would probably not do it yourself) 

3 tie it down 

4 getting you down 

5 turn it down 

1 aandc 2 bandc 3 a,bandc 4 bandc 

Unit 11 

1 cashinon 6 lead-in 

2 comein/cutin 7 factor in 

3 pitch in 8 squash in 

4 usher in 9 build in 

5 boxedin 10 setin 

1 Mynew curtains are excellent - they don't let any light in. 

2 Alba, can you show Mr Hill in as soon as he arrives, please? 

3 Having the meeting on the 28th would fit in better with our plans than the 30th. 

4 Our office in Buenos Aires has brought in a lot of new business this year. 

5 When you are planning the course, make sure you build in enough free time. 

6 It's rude to cut in when someone else is in the middle of speaking. (Note that come in does not fit 
as well in this context as it does not sound so abrupt and potentially rude as cut in.) 

7 If everyone pitches in, we'll soon get the job done. 

8 IfI move up, then Rachel should be able to squash (fit is also possible here) in at the end of 


the bench. 
squashed 2 fitted 3 pitched 4 set 5 let 


bring in customers / profits / adess / business 
a lead-in to a discussion / a-bargain / a lesson 
a recession / rain / a-new-product sets in 

usher in a-price-increase / a new era / changes 
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12.1 


12.2 


12.3 


Unit 12 


1 


Eliza's father to Eliza's mother: Eliza's 18 now and should make her own decisions. I think we 
should back off and let her run her own life. 

Newsreader: The prime minister has shrugged off leadership threats from within his party, saying 
that they are only rumours. 

Mother to father: | think we should let the kids run round in the garden for a bit and work off 
some of their energy so that they sleep tonight. 

Mother to Imogen: Imogen, you MUST pay your electricity bill. If you don't, they'll cut you off and 
you won't have any heating. 

Louis to Callum: Oh no! Seth wants to come back with us to Nikita's house. He's such a drag! How 
can we shake him off? 

Chairperson: I’d like to just round off the meeting by giving a vote of thanks to the committee for 
all their work this year. 

The last 100 metres to the top of the hill just finished me off. | had to sit down and rest for 

an hour. 


8 I don’t want you in my room any more, so just shove off! 

When I come home from work, | love to just kick away my off 

shoes and relax for the evening. It's great to let off worrying 1 leave 

about work and round up the day with a nice meal. If | 2 off 
have-ofF-a-ceuple-of-days it's even better. | usually go off to 3 have a couple of days off 
our country cottage. | can just light off completely. | love it. laswith | 
| never stay there long, because after a while | feel a bit steed 5 cut 


off from all my friends and social life back in the city. 


ts tlar tļeļa 


^klilc|k 
i| js|hlo|w 
n p 
g| 'tle[a|v[e 
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13.1 
13.2 
13.3 


13.4 


13.5 


14.1 


14.2 


Unit 13 


1B 2D 3 | 4N 5B 61 7 D 

1 aorb 2 b,cord 3 acord 

1 Try to focus on what is really important and to ignore what is not essential. 

2 Now we've had a bit of a rest, it’s time to press on again. 

3 I’m counting/depending/relying on you to let me know when my talk has gone on for 
long enough. 

4 Your grandmother will always live on in your memory. 

5 This is a quiet neighbourhood where noisy behaviour is frowned (up)on. 

6 After the first few pages of the book, | decided | couldn't be bothered to read on. 

7 Please stop harping/going/droning on about Lena. Your relationship is over, so just forget her. 

8 Iam worried about my son's behaviour. He is so easily led on by his friends. 

1 focus 

2 spring 

3 dwell 

4 press 

5 lead (Note that egg on has a similar meaning.) 

6 frowned 

7 depend 

8 going/droning/harping 

Suggested answers: 

1 Youcan count/rely/depend on James. 


2 
3 
4 


Dad will ramble/drone on for hours about European history. 

Many political reputations are hanging on / riding on the outcome of next week's election. 
Josh never stops going on (and on) / harping on about the litter in the office car park. 

It irritates me. 


5 While tidying my room, | happened on an old diary of mine from 2001. 
Unit 14 
1 Sheshared the apples out / shared out the apples among the four children. 


coU» C0 )hl2rn UC 


He sorted things / the situation out. Or He sorted out the situation. 

She picked out the best ones / picked the best ones out. 

He kicked Sam out of the restaurant. (Note that He threw Sam out of the restaurant is also 
possible.) 

It juts out over the terrace. 


| don't have any money so you can count me out from the shopping trip. 

| shared the mints out / shared out the mints among my friends in the car. 
We need to sort out this mess about the misprinted tickets pretty soon. 

He really lashed out at me when | suggested he'd got it wrong. 

Look at those big rocks jutting out from the sea. 

Pick out the good strawberries and leave the rotten ones in the box. 
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14.3 


14.4 


15.1 


15.2 


15.3 


16.1 
16.2 
16.3 


16.4 


16.5 


1 lopened the door and heard somebody yell out from the staircase below. (Note that (shout out / 
cry out / scream out are also possible.) 

2 My position as regards the committee is that | want out. 

3 He always draws out the discussion / draws the discussion out with arguments about 
political ideology. 

4 When we got back to our campsite, the campfire had gone out. 

5 Spread the leaflets out on the table. 

6 The burglars cleaned us out (completely). 

1 


c 2d 3a 4b 


Unit 15 
1 finish up or eat up 5 propped up 
2 pep up/jazz up 6 jazzitup 
3 shore up 7 wrap up 
4 pick them up 8 liftup 
1 stand 5 bought 
2 split 6 show 
3 set 7 blown 
4 land 8 sticking 
1 blow up 2 shore up 3 set up (Note that fix up is also possible.) 4 open up 
Unit 16 
c 2e 3d 4a 5b 
Adriana 2 Jude 3 Mary 4 Leah 5 Jack 
out 5 back (Note that off is also possible.) 
back 6 over 
along (Note that up is also possible.) 7 aside 
in 8 up 


You'd get far more done if you didn't fritter away so much time. 

The children tried to spin their game out so they didn't have to go to bed. 
Cameron might lose his job if he doesn't pull his socks up. 

We must discuss what we need to do leading up to the opening of the new branch. 
Let's try to set some time apart next month to discuss progress on the project. 


We've had to bring the meeting forward to this Tuesday as Austin will be away next week. 
Francesca always drags out any discussion. Or Francesca always drags any discussion out. 

(Note draw out is also possible.) 

| think we should space our meetings out a bit more. Or I think we should space out our meetings 
a bit more. 

| thought | had ages to prepare for my exams, but they have crept up on me in no time at all. 

| think we should try to eke out the printing paper. Or | think we should try to eke the printing 
paper out. 


NEF OBRWNFP BOUNH H pd 


w 


as 
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17.1 
17.2 


17.3 


17.4 


18.1 
18.2 


Unit 17 


1 
al 


ANA ABRWN 2 


h 2 f 3i 4b 5c 6a 7d 8e 9g 


Theodore puts the problems down to the government, but I attribute them to the general world 
economic situation. 

To a large extent, how a person accounts for the problems in their lives seems to depend largely 
on their own parents' attitudes to difficult situations. 

| believe the new legislation will contribute to a general improvement in the standard of living, but 
Ben thinks it will result in increased poverty for most people. 

The desire for reform has come out of a general desire to improve the situation, but | suspect the 
proposed changes may rebound on the government. 

The proposals are rooted in an appropriate awareness of the problems that exist, but | do not feel 
that what is proposed adds up to a coherent programme of action. 


The school’s rituals and traditions are rooted in its long history. 

My mother puts the problem down to a decline in moral values. 

How do you think the changes will impact on your business? 

The economic recession inevitably resulted in increased unemployment. 
How would you account for the recent increase in violent crime? 

Joel’s criticism of Erica may rebound on him now that she's his boss! 

I do not feel that the writer's analysis of the problem adds up. 

Some unforeseen problems have come out of the change in legislation. 


Author's answers: 


1 
2 


ld put global warming largely down to increased air and road travel. 

| think a dramatic change in social values has led to the current increase in violent crime in 

most societies. 

ld account for it by saying that teenage girls tend to be more inclined to work harder at school 
than teenage boys - though of course there are plenty of exceptions. 

l'd attribute the success of social media sites to the fact that they are convenient, fast 

and efficient. 

l'd point to the prevalence of materialistic attitudes as one main cause of social problems today. 
My own interest in English stems from the fact that | had very good English teachers when | was 
at school. 

| think that mobile phones have resulted in more communication between people - it's so much 
easier to keep in touch with friends and family. 

For me the main thing that contributes to the difficulty of phrasal verbs is the fact that one verb - 
like, say, make out - can have so many different meanings. 


Unit 18 

1b 2c 3 d 4a 5b 

1 reminds 6 blocked 

2 conjure/stir/summon/call 7 put 

3 flooding/coming 8 stick (Note that stay is also possible.) 
4 associate 9 store 

5 coming/flooding 10 conjure/summon/call 
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18.3 


18.4 


19.1 


19.2 
19.3 


19.4 


In each case the play on words depends on the literal meaning of the basic verb in the 
phrasal verb. 


1 


To stir up memories means to make memories, often unpleasant ones, appear in your mind. 

A cook stirs ingredients, e.g. the ingredients for a cake or batter for pancakes. 

To conjure up memories means to make you remember things from the past. A magician 
traditionally conjures a rabbit out of a hat. 

To call up memories means to evoke memories or make someone remember something. Another 
meaning of call up is to require young men to become soldiers. 

If a memory sticks with you, then you don't forget it. Glue is used to stick something to something 
else. The first meaning of stick here is metaphorical and the second is literal. 

If memories come flooding back, you suddenly remember a lot of things very clearly. When pipes 
burst - this typically happens if they freeze and then the ice melts - then there will be a flood. 


Author's answers: 


1 


| associate my childhood with the colour green because | spent so much time playing in the 
garden at home. 

The smell of lavender reminds me of my childhood because we had a lot of lavender growing in 
our garden. 

The pop music of the 1970s always conjures up memories of my youth. 

| would like to block out the memory of school dinners, particularly of the awful macaroni cheese 
we were forced to eat. 

| think that music makes memories come back to me more powerfully, although smells can also 
be very potent. 


Unit 19 


al 


e e UAWN 


If your currency bottoms out, then it will become expensive to buy things in dollars, or to travel 
to the USA. But more tourists might come to your country because it's cheaper for them. So you 
might be happy or unhappy depending on your circumstances. 

sprouting or springing 

True. See the left-hand page, section A. 

You begin to feel less confident. 

It becomes less strong. 


opens 2 apart 3 on 4 up 5 breaks 6 out 


When you've finished with the scissors, could you pass them to me? (Note the change to present 
perfect tense.) 

They wound up the business in 2014 after a year of low sales. 

OK, so who's magicked the bottle opener away / magicked away the bottle opener? It was here a 
minute ago! 

We've had some setbacks but we'll press on. 

| only got up to page 12 of the book before | got bored and stopped reading it. 


Wind up means to finish/terminate something. It is also what you do to a non-electric clock or 
watch to make it work. 

Sprout up means to suddenly appear. A Brussels sprout is also a vegetable. 

Press on means to continue in a determined way. Dry cleaners also press clothes (remove creases 
by using an iron or a pressing machine). 

Spring up means to appear suddenly. A trampoline has springs, which contract and expand, 
making it possible for a person to bounce up and down on it. 

Training shoes are worn by athletes when running. To run out of money means to have no 

money left. 
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20.1 


20.2 


20.3 


20.4 


21.1 


21.2 
21.3 
21.4 


1 up 5 up 
2 rage 6 off 
3 around 7 back 
4 out (Note over is also possible.) 8 off 


There was a terrible bust-up at work today. The departmental manager came into the office in 
aterrible temper. She flew at her PA and when people tried to calm her down, she rounded on 
them. | don't know what had got into her. She pushes everyone around" a lot, but she’s not 
normally quite so aggressive. | tried not to get dragged into it at first, but she started shouting 
really loudly at Jessica, so | stepped in to try to break things up. 


* push over would mean literally push people onto the floor 


Possible answers: 


1 


2 
3 
4 


When | tried to enter the house, the dog flew at me. 

No object required 

They threatened to bump him off if he told anyone about the robbery. 

Because she had learned some judo as a child, Lauren found it much easier to fight off her 
attacker / to fight her attacker off. 


5 | was completely taken by surprise when someone suddenly came at me from behind. 
6 After only ten seconds in the ring, Henry's opponent had knocked him out. 
1 Paultried to drag me into the argument, but | managed to stay out of it. 
2 The old man thought the boys were trying to break into his house, so he set his dog on them. 
3 The aim of the organisation is to wipe out cruelty to children. 
4 Although he is small, James is strong and he quickly managed to knock his attacker out. 
5 Uncle Ronnie can flare up (very quickly) if you say the wrong thing. 
6 The witness saw the thief come at the woman just as she was opening her car door. 
7 Therobbers came running out of the bank, pushing over an old lady who was in their path. 
8 Older people often find it harder to fight off colds and other infections than younger 
people do. 
Unit 21 
belt out die down 
boom out trail off 
blast out keep down 
1 trailed 2 belting 3 blasting 4 keep 5 boomed 6 died 
lb 2c 3a 4c 5b 6a 7c 8c 
1 You would not enjoy it: droning on means continuing for a long time in a boring, monotonous way. 
2 True 
3 up 
4 away 
5 ringout 
6 came over 
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22.1 


22.2 


22.3 
22.4 


23.1 


23.2 


23.3 


23.4 


24.1 


24.2 


Unit 22 


This party stands for equality for all. 

We do not hesitate to come out strongly against any case of injustice. 

We stick by our principles at all times and never cave in to threats or pressure from the 
opposition. 

We side with the underdog and do not defer to those who are wealthy and powerful. 


1 
2 


am BW 


The runners were cheered on by the spectators as they headed for the finishing line. 

You can rely on Tim to stick up for his little sister. Or You can rely on little Tim to stick up for 
his sister. 

My grandfather swears by raw garlic as a way of protecting himself from catching colds. 

My mother would never have tried bungee jumping if we hadn’t egged her on. 

She wanted to go to an all-night party but her mother wouldn’t hear of it. 

The discovery of gas in the North Sea buoyed up the British economy for some years. Or The 
discovery of gas in the North Sea for some years buoyed up the British economy. 


1 stick 2 side 3 cheer 4 buoy 

1 My preferred course of action would be to go with what Ivan has recommended. 

2 He began his political life as a Conservative but crossed over to the Labour Party when he realised 
that he would be more likely to get a seat in Parliament that way. 

3 correct 

4 correct 

5 Ishall have to defer to your superior knowledge of the situation. 

6 My mother swears by a daily spoonful of honey to keep healthy all year long. 

7 Joshis not usually naughty himself but he is quick to egg others on. 

8 correct 

Unit 23 

1c 3e 5a 7b 

2g 4f 6h 8d 

1 down 3 to 5 to 7 in 

2 in 4 on 6 down 

1 Aftertwo weeks of strikes, the company finally gave in and increased the overtime rate. 

2 Our application for planning permission went through without any problems and so we can start 


building next month. 


3 We've got a general agreement, but it will take some time to hammer out the details. 

4 Chris always just goes along with what the manager says. He never thinks for himself. 

5 It’s going to be difficult to nail down all the details of the training day until we've chosen a date. 

6 Charlie said he didn't like the new website design, but | think he'll come round when he sees the 
latest version. 

la 2b 3c 4c 5b 

Unit 24 

1 grappling 7 cottoned 

2 rough 8 hit 

3 talk 9 break 

4 bounce 10 piece 

5 reflect 11 thrash 

6 occurred 

1 up;on 5 around 

2 out 6 with 

3 up;on 7 at 

4 with 8 in 
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24.3 Possible answers: 
1 bounce off, bat around, play with, hit on an idea 
2 piece together 
3 thrash something out, grapple with, break something down 


Unit 25 


25.1 1 The basic meaning is collecting up animals who have ranged over a wide area of land, e.g. a 
sheepdog rounds up sheep or a cowboy rounds up cattle. With a different meaning, round up 

(a number / a total) also refers to raising a number or total to the nearest whole number, e.g. 
The bill was £9.20, so we rounded it up to £10 and gave the waiter a £10 note. See Unit 26. 

a cushion 

pile up 

looking for something important among things which are not so important 

Some of the uses of 'up' do have similar meanings. In prop up, pile up and stack up the particle 
suggests up rather than down. In gather up, round up and line up, the particle suggests ‘together’. 


O1 4 0) hN2 


25.2 1 stackup 2 round up 3 separate out 
25.3 1 up 4 towards 

2 away 5 up 

3 among 6 up 


25.4 Possible answers: 
1 You would fix up a meeting. 
2 They are required to space out the desks. 
3 You might put a book under the short leg to prop up the table. 
4 You might need to separate out paper, glass, food waste, etc. into different containers. 
5 The photographer usually lines the pupils up before taking a school photo. 
6 A sofa could double up as a bed if someone stays over. 
7 You gather all the papers up and then throw or tidy them away. 
8 You might agree to wear something distinctive so you will know each other from all the other 
people in the café. 
9 Could you see about decorating the room, perhaps, while I get the food prepared? 
10 It might be sensible to sift through the papers first to ensure that nothing important is 
thrown away. 


Unit 26 
26.1 1 The total cost of our holiday amounted to nearly £500. 
2 The bill came to £22.20 each, so we rounded it up to £25 to include a tip. 
3 Helena has put on a lot of weight recently. 
4 It will take Joe some time to build up his strength again after such a long illness. 
5 The college hoped that the advert would push up enrolments for its new course. 
6 The new fertiliser claims to bump up agricultural yields considerably. 
26.2 1e 2b 3a 4c 5f 6 d 
26.3 1 The new manager intends to cut costs by making the business smaller in some way - very possibly 


by sacking some staff. 

2 It was a good place for a picnic because there were fewer trees there, so there might have been a 
bit of sunlight, more space to sit down, etc. 

3 The number of hits on the website in June must have been much the same as the number of hits 
in May. 
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4 Young people are now clearly less interested in politics than they used to be. 

5 The speaker seems reasonably happy about Joseph and what he does at home in that Joseph 
seems to do more than his share of the gardening even if he does less than his share of the 
housework. 


knock down 

fall off / tail off 

amount to 

tail(ing) off / fall(ing) off 
slimming down 

push up / build up 

put on 

adds up 


26.4 


c NAOn AUNE 


Unit 27 


27.1 1 Some people were going to buy our flat, but at the last moment the sale fell through. 
2 Steve prides himself on his organisational skills. 
3 The company was able to capitalise on the unusually wet weather by promoting its 
inexpensive umbrellas. 


4 The England team lost the trophy in 2014 but won it back the following year. 

5 It’s been a difficult year for us, but we have come out of it with renewed vigour. 

6 Leila succeeded in passing her driving test at her first attempt. 

7 Hassan lost out to his brother in the finals of the tennis tournament. 

8 They had a long battle in court to prove their innocence, but finally they won through. 
27.2 1 doomed 5 rise 

2 carry 6 get 

3 pack 7 pulled 

4 sail 8 succeeded 
27.3 1b 2 a 3c 4c 5a 6 b 


27.4 Oliver has always wanted to become an engineer, but it was quite difficult for him to get a 
place at college. He didn't get in at his first attempt, losing out to applicants with better exam 
grades. However, at his second try he succeeded in winning a place. He then sailed through 
all his first-year exams but failed some of his exams in the second year, as he started spending 
a lot of time on the rugby pitch, playing for the college first team, rather than in the library. 
Then his team fell behind in the college league after three games, so he wasn't too happy and 
did even less work, and as a result he failed three exams. However, he's always prided himself 
on being able to revise very efficiently when he's really under pressure, and in the third year 
he did enough to pull himself through. His friends were amazed that he managed to carry it 
off, as they were sure he could not have packed in enough study in such a short time to get 
through the exams. But Oliver knew that he had only just got by/through and he resolved to 
organise his life much better after leaving college. 
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28.1 


28.2 


29.1 


29.2 


29.3 


29.4 


Unit 28 


Ne AA UNBE 


clear 6 spill 

hanging 7 caught 

break 8 smooth 

landed 9 resort 

walk 10 make 

When the doctors examined the dead man, they found his body was riddled with disease. 

| just grasped at the first opportunity to get out of my boring job and do something more exciting. 


| wasn't prepared to just live with it / resign myself to it; | had to make a change. 

| fell back on / had to resort to my knowledge of map reading from my days as a scout to help us 
find a way out of the valley. 

I’m sorry, l've botched things up and caused a lot of problems for everyone. 

A healthy diet and plenty of exercise is the best way to safeguard against heart disease. 


6 His life is difficult. His parents died last year when he was only 16. Now he just has to bear up and 
try to carry on as best he can. 

7 l'mafraid we just have to resign ourselves to the fact that we are going to have to sell the house. 

8 She tried very hard to clear up / iron out the misunderstandings between the two groups. 

Unit 29 

1 toy with something 

2 reason with someone 

3 mull something over 

4 decide on something / work something out 

5 do someone out of something 

6 size up someone or something 

7 tie someone down 

8 single someone out 

1 You need a coin. 

2 No,they haven't. 

3 Adrum is a musical instrument that is beaten. In the past the drummer in an army used to play 


e Ui» 0 N H 


rousing military music to encourage soldiers to fight, and this may be the origin of drum up 
meaning attract support or business. 


It took them some time to arrive at that decision - often they were originally against the idea and/ 
or they had to be persuaded to it. 

work; out 6 drum up 

single; out 7 playon 

push; through 8 tossfor 

tie; down 9 mull; over 

arrive at 10 playing; off against 

Everyone is trying to dissuade me from taking the job, but I’m tending towards 


accepting it. 
You'll need to take time to size up the situation before you decide what to do. 


English Phrasal Verbs in Use Advanced 143 


144 


30.1 


30.2 


30.3 


31.1 


31.2 


3 Wicked Uncle Fred succeeded in doing his brother out of his rightful inheritance. 
4 correct 

5 It took Lily ages to get her father to come round to the idea of her training as a bus driver. 
6 correct 

7 The advert plays on people's desire to appear young and attractive. 

8 | don’t want to do the washing-up either. Get a coin and we'll toss for it. 

Unit 30 

1 Go for it! 

2 Grow up! 

3 Goon! 

4 Come off it! / Come on! 

5 Keep it up! 

6 Wake up! 

7 Dream on! 

1 Roll 5 Shut 

2 hang 6 go 

3 Drink 7 eat 

4 ahead 8 take 

1 Go easy on them! 3 Get off! 5 Hurry up! 

2 Calm down! 4 Watch out! 6 Hold on! 

Unit 31 

1 fling yourself into something 

2 step aside, pack something in, get off 

3 ease off, coast along 

4 slog away, beaver away, plug away, knuckle down 

5 beaver away (a beaver is an animal with sharp teeth and a large flat tail - it lives in a dam which it 


builds across a river) 
farm out and get bogged down (a bog is a piece of very wet land - if you step in a bog, it can be 
easy to get stuck there so that you cannot move out) 


Louise always flings herself into her work. 

| really think that it is time you knuckled down to your studies. 

As a research scientist, you just have to keep plugging away at your experiments and eventually 
you'll get results. 

If this morning's meeting goes smoothly, | should be able to get off by 1 p.m. 

The meeting was going well until we got bogged down in the details of the sales 
conference party. 

I’m not sure exactly what I’m going to say in my speech, but I’m sure I’ll be able to cobble 
something together by tomorrow morning. 

There comes a time when it is best for an older manager to step aside and let a younger 
person take over. 

| always say that if you start a job, you should see it through. 
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31.3 


31.4 


32.1 
32.2 


32.3 


32.4 


32.5 


l'd hate a job where I could just coast along without needing to think about what | was doing. 
l'd far rather keep busy and really don't mind how much | have to slog away each day. I'd 
soon pack in any job that didn't keep me working hard. | fling myself into everything | do. 
Even when | was at school, | used to beaver away at my homework as soon as got home 
from school. My sister certainly never used to knuckle down to work in the way | did. 


1 Ican't stand the sight of blood, so I’m not really cut out for nursing. 

2 If you hate your job so much, why don't you just hand in your notice? 

3 When several workers were unfairly dismissed, the trade union official decided it was time 
to call everyone/people out on strike. 

4 Asa PAl spend most of my time running round after my boss. 

5 We've had a very busy few months at work but things are beginning to ease off now. 

6 Liam is very good at his job, so | can't understand why he always gets passed over 
(for promotion) while less able people get promoted. 

7 Our company has started doing a lot of outsourcing, which means that we farm out jobs 
that we previously used to do ourselves. 

8 Eversince she was a child she has wanted to go in to medicine. 


Unit 32 
ld 2-€ 3e 4 a 5b 


1 through 5 behind 
2 through; through 6 towards 
3 off 7 across 
4 off 8 against 


Suggested answers: 

As each person arrived she (asked their name and) ticked/checked them off on her list. 
She picked up her favourite novel and buried herself in it. 

He decided to major in economics (for his degree). 

His tutor moved him up to a higher class. 

What sort of grades do you need to get into university in your country? 

| applied to Oxford University but | didn't get in. 


aAuoBRWN Ee 


Possible answers: 

1 What would you like to do when you leave/finish school? 

2 Why did you give up / stop studying French/law (or the name of any other subject)? 

3 Did your sister finish/complete her degree/course? 

4 Do you fancy going to see a film this evening? (Or anything else suggesting a leisure activity. 
Note that snowed under is an informal way of saying that you have a huge amount of work 
to do.) 


Possible answers: 

1 lusually sailed through my exams - apart from maths! 

2 | fell behind with my work in my final year at school when | broke my leg badly playing 
football. 
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33.1 


33.2 


33.3 


33.4 


Yes, teachers often used to mark me down for bad handwriting. | used to think this was 
really unfair and that they should just think about the content of my work. However, now 

| am a teacher and have to mark badly written work, | understand why they marked me 
down! 

In the UK, taking part in extra-curricular activities, such as sport or music, having work 
experience and good references, showing you have good organisational or leadership skills, 
possibly also having good contacts can count towards getting into some universities. 


Unit 33 


al 


N 


Zeyneb's experiments were mostly carried out in the 19* century using much less sophisticated 
equipment than is available today. 

This theory draws on research from several well-known scientists. 

| thought we could read Hayder's research for the seminar tomorrow, but my tutor pointed out 
that the original research paper is over 700 pages long! 

Alexander Fleming didn't set out to discover penicillin when he started experimenting with 
bacteria, but it was one of the most important discoveries of its time. 

He spoke for 50 minutes and then finished off the lecture with a question and answer session. 
Firstly, I’d like to start with an introduction to the subject of quantum physics, before moving on 
to some key definitions. 

If we allow for variations caused by weather conditions, the results are broadly in line with our 
predictions. 


1 together 3 jotdown 5 sketch out 7 weigh up 9 goover 
2 up 4 typeup 6 Think through 8 ended up 10 follow up 
Suggested answers: 


1 


AUN 


5 
6 
7 
8 
1 


This morning we're going to look at Maslow's ‘Hierarchy of Needs’. 

The lecturer pointed out that this research is still in its very early stages. 

To start with, | want to talk about the background to the research. 

In order to get the most out of the seminar, it's a good idea to do the suggested 
reading beforehand. 

Can | borrow your lecture notes? | didn't get down the last few points. 

Don't worry about writing every word; just jot down the key points. 

For next week's seminar, l'd like you all to look into one aspect of this theory. 
l'd like to round off the lecture today with a short video. 


The biology department needs undergraduates to help carry out research on plant cells over 


the summer, and I’m going to apply. 


2 The department has just received some funding to look at/into the links between diet and 


3 


4 


certain types of cancer. 

He spent most of the summer working on his thesis but ended up having to change it when 
some new research came out. 

The discussion we had last week brought up some very interesting questions about US 
foreign policy in the 1950s. 

As you read up on the subject for your essay, don't forget to make a note of useful sources 
as you go. 

A group of engineering students from Bristol have set out to prove the strength of plastic 
by building the largest Lego structure in the world. 
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34.1 
34.2 


34.3 
34.4 


Unit 34 
1 to 2 to 3 from 4 to 5 of 6 up 7 on 8 at 


Possible answers: 

The research team consists of two Americans, two Russians and a Swede. 

Immigrants to the UK have to contend with a whole range of problems. 

The headteacher would like to interest more pupils in studying maths at university. 
The examinations board insists on its instructions being followed to the letter. 

It is essential that society should invest in the education of its future citizens. 

The change in the law resulted in a more efficient welfare system. 

The government is keen to improve on the country's system of transportation. (Note that 
itis also possible to say to improve the country's system of transportation without any 
preposition. Adding on makes the writing a little more formal and also suggests that the 
system of transportation is already reasonably good.) 

8 The writer's philosophy is founded on a firm belief in socialist principles. 

9 Some critics have objected to the poet’s occasionally coarse use of English. 


"o0 C) N20 L2 


What best sums the present situation up - give examples / quotes. 


1 The teaching materials will cater for historians as well as economists. 

The recent problems in the company are bound to detract from its reputation. 

3 The policy of clearing the hillsides of trees appears to have resulted in an increased 
danger of flooding. 

4 The football team consists of three players from France, one from Sweden and two from 
Russia. 

5 Many people objected to being moved from their houses to high-rise flats. 

Being deprived of your freedom is a very difficult punishment to endure. 

7 Inher article, the writer frequently refers to a research study carried out in Canada in 

2015. 

The book is aimed at undergraduate students who have little previous knowledge of the 

subject. 

For me, this song sums up the atmosphere in rural England in the 1980s. (Note that up 

would not be put after the object in a sentence like this becuse the object is very long.) 

10 Much of the book is devoted to the writer's experiences in the United States. 


N 


o 


co 


co 


Over to you 


Possible answer: 

Soviet education was founded on the belief that all children could succeed given the right 
support. The school system was based on the teachings of Marx and Lenin, and it aimed at 
providing the best education possible for all pupils regardless of their social background. It 
must be remembered that, at the beginning, Soviet education had many problems to contend 
With. As well as widespread illiteracy and a low level of resources, there were plenty of people 
who objected to the new Soviet regime, saying that citizens were being deprived of basic 
freedoms. Although many people are critical of other aspects of Soviet society, it cannot be 
denied, however, that the authorities invested a great deal in the education system. This 
catered well for Soviet youth, most of whom profited from the education they received. 
Teachers were respected professionals who devoted themselves to their pupils, doing all they 
could to interest them in their lessons and insisting on high standards in the classroom. To 
summarise, if we refer to most contemporary accounts of the Soviet education process, we 
find that it resulted in a well-educated population. 
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35.1 


35.2 


35.3 


36.1 


Unit 35 


1 headed 7 brought 

2 turned 8 aimed 

3 set 9 buy 

4 look 10 firmed 

5 deal 11 turning 

6 breaking 12 brought 

1 Our business has had lots of success in Europe, but now we'd like to break into the USA. 
2 Have you heard? Latifa has been asked to head up the new department. 

3 Arsenal has signed up a young Brazilian footballer. Or Arsenal has signed a young 


Brazilian footballer up. 

Her father made his fortune by dealing in modern art. 

5 Get your people to call my people to firm up arrangements. (Note that ‘Get your people 
to call my people to firm arrangements up' is also possible, though less frequent. We are 
more likely to use this structure when we are saying a time afterwards, e.g. We'll firm the 
arrangements up next week.) 

6 The new factory is already turning out 10,000 pairs of shoes a week. Or The new factory is 
already turning 10,000 pairs of shoes out a week. 

7 The Alpha model is aimed at the lower end of the market. 

8 The company is planning to bring out a new sports car soon. Or The company is planning 
to bring a new sports car out soon. 

(Note that when the object phrase is quite long, e.g. in 3 and 6, the phrasal verb is more likely 

to be kept together rather than separated.) 


A 


Possible answers: 

We must set up a meeting early in the New Year. [make arrangements for] 

Can you help me set up the apparatus for the experiment? [get the equipment ready] 
A good breakfast sets you up for the whole day. [prepares you] 


Someone broke into my car last night and stole the radio. [forcibly entered] 
When James caught sight of the bus approaching, he broke into a run. [started] 
| don't want to break into my savings unless | really have to. [start using] 


The government is hoping to bring in some new legislation relating to education. [introduce] 
When you're writing your essay, try to bring in some good phrasal verbs. [include] 
They brought in a consultancy firm to help sort out the business. [hired/involved] 


That blue dress brings out the colour of your eyes. [makes more noticeable] 

Her new friends have certainly succeeded in bringing her out of herself. [helping her to 
behave in a more confident, less shy way] 

| think my new face wash is bringing me out in spots. [causing spots to appear on my skin] 


A lot of people turned out to the concert. [came to] 
It turned out that he had known the truth all the time. [happened] 
His father turned him out when he heard what he'd done. [made him leave home] 


Unit 36 


1 run through, gobble up, set back, clean out, roll in 

2 put by, put aside, pay in 

3 work off, square up 

4 a) square up b) bail out c) clean out/cough up d) gobble up 
5 rentout 
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36.2 


36.3 


36.4 


36.5 


37.1 


37.2 


37.3 
37.4 


o nN on AUNE UABWN FE 


bail 6 square 
forward 7 renting 
cleaned 8 pay 
put 9 back 
up 


c - off my student debts. 

g - back all our profits into the business. 

h - aside/by each month for a rainy day. 
f- up enough money for me to buy a car. 
b - into some money on your gran's death. 
a - back more than | had anticipated. 

d - into my savings for as long as | can. 

e - through enormous sums of money. 


Possible answers: 


1 


2 
3 


4 


5 


| never had much money when I was a student but | managed to live (spending as little as 
possible) somehow. 

If everyone contributes, then we should be able to afford a nice leaving present for Beth. 
Rashid's been receiving large quantities of money ever since he had that brilliant idea for 
a website. 

At the bakery it was Amanda's job to count the money taken by the shop at the end of 
every day. 

Jason risked/gambled a ridiculous amount of money on a horse race and, needless to say, 
he lost it all. 


Possible answers: 


I 
2 


3 
4 
5 


It probably set me back about €1,000. 

They put money aside for a big expense such as a car, a house, a holiday or for a rainy day, 
i.e. when they might need money unexpectedly. 

A car typically gobbles up money because you have to pay for petrol, repairs, taxes, etc. 

| think it's worth breaking into savings for a really good holiday. 

ld probably ask my parents or my brother to bail me out if | had financial problems. 


Unit 37 


AUNE UNBE 


clearing away 4 plumping up 
pushing; to 5 pulling up 
blocking up 6 mopping up 


You put them away. 

You wash them down. 

You mop it up. 

You should chuck them away or put them out in the rubbish (in the recycling bin, 

of course). 

You might put a shelf up / put up a shelf / put some shelves up / put up some shelves. 
You’d block up the hole / block the hole up. 


e 2g 3d 4b 5f 6h 7a 8c 


Possible answers: 


1 | didn't hear you come in because I'd got the TV / radio / my music on rather loud. 
2 My flatmate tends to make a mess when she's cooking and leaves me to clean / clear up 
after her. 
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150 


38.1 


38.2 
38.3 


38.4 


39.1 


39.2 


3 When you go to bed, please don't forget to lock up / put the rubbish out. 
4 The bookcase was too big for our new flat, so we had to part with it / chuck it away. 
5 Erica is untidy. There are always lots of things cluttering up her room. 
6 Our hall hasn't been decorated for years - it's time we did/smartened it up. 
7 Living in a student hostel was odd for Khalifa at first, but he soon settled in. 
8 If | lay the table, you can clear away/clear up after the meal. 
9 You'll make the sofa look more comfortable if you plump up the cushions. 
10 It took me all day to clear up after those wild, crazy kids and get the place straightened 
up again. 
Unit 38 
1 trousers 
2 trousers, a dress, a skirt 
3 unzip 
4 a plant, perhaps 
5 acoat, a skirt, a dress 
6 a) making them looser b) making them tighter 
7 fancy dress 
1b 2c 3a 4b 5c 6 d 7c 8 b 
1 We were surprised when we arrived at the party because the host was wearing a kind of 


Superman getup with a mask, cape and blue bodysuit. 

My ten-year-old daughter loves getting dressed up in my dresses and high-heeled shoes. 
Now that I’m pregnant | can’t get into any of my clothes. 

Those trousers look a little tight around the waist. Shall | let them out a bit for you? 
(Father to child) You'd better zip your jacket up. It's cold outside. Or You'd better zip up your jacket ... 


Ui 409 N 


Possible answers: 

from older brothers or sisters or cousins 

Once | went out with one black shoe on and one brown shoe on. 

I’m afraid | have, especially in the spring as | often seem to put on weight in the winter. 

It depends, but I’m probably more inclined to pull on the first thing | find. 

l'd get them taken up because I’m not much good at sewing myself. 

Yes, | have. Once | dressed up as a woman from the Middle Ages and once | dressed up as a 
character from a Chekhov play. 


oU» 0H) Hn 


Unit 39 

1 Alex: No, but I’ve heard of her. 

2 Anna: | wasn't. They've been going out together for two years. 

3 Will: Yeah, he was flirting with her all evening. 

4 Katie: No. | tried to strike up a conversation with him, but he wasn't very friendly. 
5 Andrew: Yes, | warmed to him straight away in fact. He's very nice. 

6 Amber: Yes, you could say it was tennis that brought us together. 


I’ve never met Antonia Goff, but | know of her because Charles works with her. 

| had an email last month from Doninic, but | haven't heard from him since then. 
| think Joe is cheating on me. Somebody saw him out with another girl. 

Mrs Butler fusses ever so much over her two sons, even though they're adults. 
Daria spent all evening flirting with her friend's brother. 


o1 0) N L| 
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39.3 


40.1 


40.2 


41.1 


41.2 


41.3 


41.4 


41.5 


42.1 


6 I’m afraid my son is getting mixed up with some bad company at university. 
7 Majid struck up a conversation with the person sitting next to him, and the flight passed quickly. 
8 Rosatold me about your bust-up with Sebastian. 

1 bad 

2c 

3 Itspoils or damages their relationship. 

4 b 

5 butter them up 

6c 

7 anundesirable one 

8 Both are possible. 

Unit 40 

1 screwed 5 had 

2 toughen 6 outspoken 

3 getting 7 grown 

4 bored 8 descend 

1 across; out 4 up 

2 through 5 out 

3 on;for 

Unit 41 

1 brimming 6 work 

2 summon 7 gone 

3 perk 8 snap 

4 give 9 loosened 

5 hankering 

1 choke back or fight back 4 shake up 

2 come over 5 run away with 

3 bowl over 6 feel up to 

1 choke back or fight back 3 hanker after/for 

2 bowled over 4 brim with 

1 Harvey 5 Hannah 

2 Felix 6 Aaron 

3 Keira 7 Joel 

4 Sofia 8 Poppy 

1 Layla let it all spill out / her feelings spill out. 

2 Grandma isn't feeling up to a long flight. 

3 We must not allow our feelings to run away with us. 
4 You mustn't give in to those feelings of insecurity. 

5 Afeeling of tiredness suddenly came over everyone. 
6 Our sympathies go out to all the victims of the disaster. 
Unit 42 

1 deal move 4 passing 

2 letdown 5 rolled 

3 shoot 
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42.2 


43.1 


43.2 


43.3 


44.1 
44.2 


44.3 


1 Thatthey have become very involved in bird-watching and do it a lot. 

2 What you did. 

3 Members of the family would all come to one place and meet each other socially. 

4 Justspend time together doing nothing special. 

5 (b) go out with you and pay for you. Take someone out can mean to kill them in a military context, 
of war etc. If you go with someone to show them the way out of a building, you show them out. 

1 Callum 5 Hessa 

2 Ivy 6 Ronnie 

3 Jessica 7 Lara 

4 Thomas 8 Amy 

Unit 43 


1 Patient: I I think I’ve picked up a chest infection. I’m coughing and wheezing a lot. 

2 Patient: Well, | broke out in a rash on my neck about a week ago. 

3 Patient: Well, | had an ear infection about a month ago. It seemed to clear up when | took the 
antibiotics you gave me but now it's flared up again. 

4 Patient: Well, OK, but my nose is bunged-up all the time. Can you give me something for it? 

5 Patient: Well, | sprained my ankle a week ago, but the swelling hasn't gone down and it's 
still painful. 

6 Patient: Well, | just feel absolutely tired out / worn out / wiped out / done in all the time. | have 
no energy at all. 


1 Natasha 5 Harry 

2 Grace 6 Elliot 

3 Daniel 7 William 

4 Bethany 8 Teddy 

le 2c 3a 4f 5g 6 d 7b 


Unit 44 
1d 2a 3e 4 f 5b 6c 


Possible answers: 

You need to loosen up / warm up. 

It may take you some time to thaw out. 

You have to pick yourself up. 

You turn around (or swing around perhaps if you do it very quickly). 
They tense up. 

They waste away. 

7 You may double up (in pain). 


oU» 0hM.N HG 


I’m rather worried about my neighbour. | saw her the other day in the garden and she was 
doubled up in pain. She also looks as if she is wasting away. | asked her about it and she 
said she was just trying to lose some weight, but she clearly didn't like my talking about it 
and | could sense her tensing up. | think she's probably been doing far too much exercise. 
She spends hours outside bending down to touch the ground or spreading out her arms and 
swinging them in circles. | can see that she’s in pain and | long to tell her to relax a bit. 
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44.4 


44.5 


45.1 


45.2 


45.3 


45.4 


1 You must be freezing - do come inside and thaw out. 

2 Lookat me - now turn round/around. 

3 Their daughter was (lying) curled up on her bed with her thumb in her mouth. 

4 He stuck his arm out of the window and waved at us. 

5 |f you don't eat more, you'll waste away. 

6 The stand-up comic was so good that we spent the evening doubled up (laughing). 


In each case the play on words depends on another meaning of the base verb. 

1 Double means two or twice and obviously there are two twins. 

2 The noun waste means rubbish. 

3 Tenseis a grammatical term which you are certainly familiar with as a student of English. 
4 Ataxi driver picks people up to drive them somewhere. 


Unit 45 


1 It's so boring listening to Uncle Ed holding forth/going on at us about the problem with the 
youth of today. 

lIl try to engage your father in conversation so he won't notice you leaving. 

| wish my parents would stop going on at me all the time. 

OK, before everyone starts working, I’d like to quickly run through the instructions (again). 
The personnel manager glossed over salary progression during our interview. 


They asked her a lot of questions. 

He would not have been pleased with his performance. 

He didn't have to stop and think. He spoke very quickly, almost without pausing for breath. 

He spoke less after Bobby arrived. 

It was difficult for the detective to get the boy to tell her the truth. 

He wanted to find out if the editor thought it would be a good idea to write the kind of article he 
had in mind. 

It's dreadful because he just talks without listening to others or even giving them much chance 
to speak. 

8 She told them a little about it but did not give them too many details, probably in case it 
worried them. 


NAOKRWNPF ARAWN 


-l 


1 put 5 out 

2 on 6 bombarded 

3 led 7 clammed 

4 sound 8 blurted 

1 Finn was so rude - he interrupted the conversation | was having with Faye about her new job and 


started to ask her questions about her daughter. 

2 | don’t know how you'll manage to give a reason for (make it appear that it was not your fault) 
the scratch on your mother's car. 

3 | wish he'd stop talking endlessly about the weather - it's so boring. 
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46.1 


46.2 


46.3 


46.4 


4T.1 


4T.2 


4T.3 


Unit 46 


Ne AUNE CP. FE 


1 


in on 4 into; up 
away 5 upon 
on 

piled 5 clear 
tripped 6 stumbled 
push 7 zipping 
stand 8 double 


Draw back means to move away because you are surprised or afraid, and artists ‘draw’ pictures. 
Zip along means to move very quickly, and the phrasal verb for fastening a jacket which has a zip 
is ‘zip up’. 

Squash up means to move closer together in order to make space for someone else, and ‘squash’ 
can also be a kind of juice drink. 

Double back means to turn and go back in the direction you came from; identical twins could be 
called ‘doubles’. 

Stole is also the past tense of ‘steal’ meaning to take something without the owner’s permission. 
The robbers were probably stealing money from the bank. 


hang 2 drop 3 draw 4 double 


Possible sentences: 


1 
2 


3 


| think we should hang back and let the family guests go into the reception first. 

| was walking with my sister and chatting to her, but then | dropped back to talk with my 
grandfather, who was a bit behind everyone else. 

We approached the man to help him but then drew back as he looked very aggressive. 


4 As the mist came down, we decided it would be best to double back and abandon the walk. 
Unit 47 

1 feed on 8 break; off 

2 preyon 9 pulling up 

3 die out 10 send out 

4 eat away at 11 offshoots 

5 washing away 12 cutting down (Note chopping down is also possible.) 

6 dryup 13 digging up 

7 pull down 

1 It would freeze over. 

2 It might dry up. 

3 overcast 

4 Because the tide comes in and goes out. 

5 Dogs might help them to flush the robbers out. 

1 As night fell, the stars came out. 

2 The sun went in and the temperature fell suddenly. 

3 Cats (both large and small) pick up their young with their teeth to move them around. 
4 It was lovely and sunny this morning but now the sky is overcast / it is overcast. 

5 Many wild animals and plants are on the verge of dying out. 
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47.4 


48.1 
48.2 


48.3 


48.4 


1 moved in 4 bring up 


2 chased; out 5 watching over 
3 taken over 6 fend for 
Unit 48 


1 off 2 down 3 down 


How you mark these sentences will in some cases be a matter of personal preference. 


1 


N 


o 


co 


co 


10 


Your pipes at home freeze up while you are on a skiing holiday. 
(3) You are likely to be unhappy about this as pipes that freeze up will probably later burst and 
cause a lot of damage. 
You receive a letter that makes your face cloud over. 
(3) You are likely to be unhappy. 
You are walking by the sea when fog rolls in. 
3) Most people probably don't like it when it becomes foggy because it spoils the view, but 
some people may enjoy it. 
You can hear the rain beating down outside as you sit by a big log fire. 
You are probably happy because you are warm and cosy when it is wet outside, but you may 
feel unhappy if - say - you know you have to go out later on. 
You are on a long country walk and the rain holds off. 
You are probably happy - unless you are the kind of person who enjoys rain. 
You have to give a speech at a friend's wedding and you freeze up. 
You are unhappy because you have become too nervous or anxious to give your speech. 
You breeze through an important exam. 
CX You are happy because you very easily manage to do well in the exam. 
You storm out of a meeting. 
(3) You are likely to be unhappy because you left the meeting in an angry manner. 
A group of friends start to freeze you out. 
(£9) You are likely to be unhappy because your friends seem to want to exclude you from their 
group. 
You are sitting on the beach and the sun is beating down. 
(s) Most people probably like this, but | for one don't like sitting in very hot direct sunshine. 


Possible answers: 


oU» 0) MN) Hn 


The sun is breaking through the clouds. 

The rain is pelting down (and that person will get very wet). 
The windscreen has fogged/misted up. 

The lock has frozen up. 

The sun is beating down. 

The smoke from the chimney is blotting out the sun. 


Possible answers: 

1 breezedin (as if nothing had happened) 
2 misting over 

3 mist/fog/steam up 
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49.1 


49.2 


49.3 


50.1 
50.2 


50.3 


50.4 


4 breakthrough (the clouds) 

5 holds off 

6 rolling in (from the sea/hills/moors) 

7 breezethrough (it) 

8 freeze up 

Unit 49 

1 set 6 dotted 11 in 

2 stretches/is stretched 7 off 12 reduced 

3 steeped 8 run-down 13 off 

4 bursting 9 boarded-up 14 off 

5 soaking 10 onto 15 up 

1 New housing developments are encroaching on the countryside on the edge of town. 
2 Those climbing red roses really set that old white cottage off, don't they? Or... set off that 


old white cottage, don't they? 

The architects made a large-scale mock-up of the new shopping centre. 

The plain lines of the marble walls are offset by the ornate windows; together they produce 
a harmonious building. 

This plan shows how the area will be laid out when it is redeveloped. 

Signs have gone up round the area to be demolished warning the public to keep away. 

The 1990s buildings do not blend in very well with the older houses around them. 

The whole area is steeped in history. 


Possible answers: 


1 


2 


3 


4 


| think the Palace of Congresses in the Kremlin in Moscow blends in very well with the 
cathedrals and other old buildings there. 

| live in Cambridge and the old city centre is often bursting with tourists, particularly 

in summer. 

Cambridge, particularly the ancient university there, could certainly be said to be steeped 
in tradition. 

My house backs onto a primary school. 


Unit 50 
1 picked 2 cut 3 change 4 rev 5 pull 


Possible answers: 


1 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
1 
2 
3 
4 
1 
2 


The police officer is flagging a car down / flagging down a car. 
The driver is picking up a hitchhiker / picking a hitchhiker up. 
The aeroplanes are stacked up over an airport. 

The tyre has blown out. 

The car is branching off the main road. 

The car has been blocked in. 


The police flagged down a lorry and found ten stowaways on board. 
| was woken by a car revving up outside my bedroom window. 

That car nearly caused an accident by cutting in on us. 

| was very frightened when my tyre blew out on the motorway. 


stow away 5 castaway 
knocked over 6 branches off 
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51.1 


51.2 
51.3 


52.1 


3 blocked; in 7 pick; up 
4 pulled; over / flagged; down 8 stacked up 
Over to you 

Author’s answer: 


Ih 


ad a wonderful holiday once driving down the Rhone Valley with a friend and her husband. 


We set off from Switzerland, where they were living at the time, in their British car which 


ha 


d the steering wheel on the right-hand side. The problem was that her husband, the only 


driver among us, couldn't stand having another car in front of him. If a car picked up enough 
speed to pass us, he insisted on immediately pulling out to overtake it. Yet, because he was 


on 
in 


the right-hand side of the car, he didn't have a clear view of the road ahead, so he'd cut 
ahead of the car he'd overtaken in an alarming way to avoid crashing into the oncoming 


traffic. In the end we were flagged down by a policeman, who told him off for driving in such 
a dangerous way. Although we saw some great places, | was quite relieved when we got back 


to Switzerland without having had any serious accidents. 
Unit 51 
1 root out 7 stake out 
2 put out 8 sound; out 
3 pick up 9 ferret out 
4 leaked out 10 get out 
5 confide in 11 writing; up 
6 worm; out of 
lec 2e 3d 4a 5g 6 b 7f 
1 The conservatives got in in 2015. 
2 Ahelicopter was shot down yesterday. 
3 My great-great-grandfather joined up when he was only 16. 
4 The kidnappers gave themselves up just after midday. 
5 Therebels held out for six weeks. 
6 The government has sent in a group of experts to assess the flood damage. 
7 The government put down the rebellion using massive force. 
8 Mr Fleet is trying to whip up some enthusiasm for the concert he is trying to organise. 
9 Hundreds of people joined in the celebrations outside the palace. 
10 Theodore got onto the party's national committee. 
Unit 52 
Possible answers: 


1 


Its aim was to find out whether claims of fraud were correct or not - and it discovered that the 
claims were justified. 

By hushing up a scandal, the company is trying to keep it secret - which suggests that it is a 
scandal which might harm the reputation of the company in some way. 

It isimplying that the government is not being entirely honest with the public about possible 
health risks. 

Because he/she does not want knowledge of the internal disagreements to become public in case 
the government loses public support. In other words, he/she is trying to hide this information in 
the same way in which wallpaper is sometimes used to paper over cracks in a wall. 

It sounds as if it condemns their behaviour - this is suggested by ‘cover up’. 

The spy has given information about the way in which secret agents spied on diplomats. 
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52.2 
52.3 


52.4 


53.1 


53.2 


53.3 


53.4 


1f 2g 3a 4 b 5c 6h Te 8 d 


As journalists it is our job to try to dig up stories that dishonest people are trying to cover up. 
Sometimes we are accused of spying on innocent people, but surely it is our duty not to allow 
people to paper over their scandals. Often it is not at all difficult to learn secrets. People are 
often eager to confide in someone who is willing to lend a sympathetic ear. Or they let out a 
secret without realising it. Little things like a blush or a quick glance at someone else can be 
a real give-away to an experienced reporter. Of course, sometimes people try to make out 
that they have nothing to hide, and then it can be a good idea to play along with them up to 
a certain point. Then you suddenly take them by surprise with an unexpected question and in 
this way you can often catch them out. 


1 catch 

2 make 

3 let 

4 gave 

(Note that give the game away (= tell someone something that should be kept secret) 
is slightly different from the other examples in this set in that it is a fixed expression or 
an idiom.) 


Unit 53 

imposed 

adhere 

against 

by 

inform 

6 let 

[You may be curious to know how the scores were judged in the original magazine article: 
0 - 3 Call yourself an outlaw!; 3 - 6 You're good, but not very good; 7 - 10 You're a model 
citizen. Congratulations!] 


o1 0 N rn| 


1 The new act went through Parliament last week and will become law on 1 January. 

2 The anti-litter laws should be tightened up; as it is now, nobody is ever prosecuted. 

3 He went on a two-year crime spree before the police finally caught up with him. 

4 She avoided tax by signing over her property to her two sons. 

5 The new law provides for jail sentences of up to ten years for repeat offenders. 

6 Building regulations come under local government rather than national or European law. 

7 The bill was passed by the Lower Chamber but was thrown out by the Senate and never 
became law. 


co 


without too much opposition. 
9 If trials prove successful, the government intends to roll out the scheme across the whole 
country next year. 
10 He was sentenced to three years in prison, but he'll probably be let out in 18 months. 


1 The former CEO of Wilson & Wallace has been let out after serving a ten-year sentence. 

2 If you don't abide by / adhere to the health and safety regulations, you will be punished. 
3 The government plans to toughen up / tighten up the existing laws. 

4 Thelaw reforming the Health Service got through Parliament with a large majority. 

5 Evan'scriminal activity was discovered when his neighbours informed on him. 


Suggested answers: 

1 He was tried last week, found guilty and sent to prison for five years. 

2 This government has introduced / made more new laws than any other in the last 
50 years. 


English Phrasal Verbs in Use Advanced 


The bill will be voted on in Parliament next week, and the government hopes it will get through 


54.1 


54.2 
54.3 


54.4 


55.1 


55.2 
55.3 


55.4 


56.1 


3 The new law will become official / take effect in March. 
4 The military authorities issued / made public an order banning demonstrations in the area 
around the parliament buildings. 


Unit 54 

1 fade out 5 callup 

2 setup 6 drop-down 
3 print off 7 typein 

4 wiped off 


lb 2c 3c 4b 5a 6 b 


These statements are all true for the writer, but whether they are for you will depend on your 
own computer - and on how you have set it up. 


Possible answers: 

1 The advantage of a wireless connection is that you don’t have to wire everything up. 

2 You can print a document by selecting the print icon or by going to the File menu and 
choosing Print. 

3 It's quite easy to set up a website with these step-by-step instructions. 

4 Whenever switch on my computer, it takes time to warm up. 

5 |can use this cable to listen to my MP3 player in the car by plugging it into the car radio. 

6 Ifthe printer is beginning to run out of ink, a warning light usually comes on. 


Unit 55 
1 gobble/wolf; down 
2 picks at 
3 disagreed with 
4 cut;out 
5 puton 
6 eatin;send out 
1 Grace 2 Khadijah 3 Rory 4 Oliver 5 Lizzie 
1 
S 
?;d | i | p w alts] h| e ?d 
i a o So} n 
l t a w 
Tsl ll i|c|e k n 
r 


Possible answers: 

Shellfish often disagree with people. 

A tart can be sliced up. 

| often serve up roast chicken at the weekend. 

Rice or potatoes fill you up. 

I should cut down on cakes and biscuits. 

In Britain people often send out for a curry or for a pizza. 


oU» 0) hMN HE 


Unit 56 


1 came down 4 cameat 
2 comesin 5 coming in 
3 come down 6 came at 
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56.2 


56.3 


56.4 


57.1 


57.2 


57.3 


57.4 


57.5 


58.1 


58.2 


1 up against 5 out with 

2 off 6 across 

3 into 7 into 

4 under 8 in 

1 Álvaro's English has come on a lot since he met Flora. 

2 Hugo comes across as confident and extrovert. 

3 The Prime Minister has come in for a considerable amount of criticism lately. 

4 Ellen comes out with some very strange comments sometimes. 

5 This history homework does not come up to the standards we expect from our students. 
6 We've had a difficult year, but we've come through (it) and are looking forward to the future now. 
7 Atthis point | should like to invite Anastasia Snow to come in. 

8 | was afraid the dog was going to come at me. 

1 come up to 2 come up against 3 come under 4 come into 

Unit 57 

1 It's time she got her act together and found a job. 

2 The children always get up to mischief when I’m not looking. 

3 | must get to the bottom of that strange letter | received. 

4 We got down to business immediately. / We immediately got down to business. 
5 Modern life is too complicated. We should get back to basics. 

1 getin on the act 

2 getby 

3 got around 

4 getthe message across 

5 getaway with murder 

6 gether out of my mind 

1 down 5 in 

2 off 6 upto 

3 off 7 into 

4 outof 8 together 


Possible answers: 


oU» 0h) Ee 


When do you normally finish work? 

Do you travel a lot and do things away from home or from your normal place of work? 
Is there any time of the year when you find it hard to return to the routine of your daily life? 
What have you been doing recently? 

What sort of things make you feel depressed? 

Where do you usually meet your friends socially? 


Possible answers: 


1 | normally get off work at about 5 o'clock in the evening. 

2 | get around quite a bit - particularly in the summer months. 

3 | find it hard to get back into the routine of my daily life after my summer holiday. 
4 l've been away on a trip to the Czech Republic. 

5 Grey, damp days get me down. 

6 My friends and | usually get together at a café in town. 

Unit 58 

1 into 4 down 

2 after/for 5 ahead 

3 over 6 for 


1g 2 d 3f 4a 5h 6b Tc 8e 
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58.3 


58.4 


59.1 


59.2 


59.3 
59.1 


60.1 


60.2 


60.3 


60.4 


1 Lara has been promised that her name will go forward for a place on the board of directors 
next year. 


2 Going by the weather forecast, there'll be snow tomorrow. 

3 They went through a terrible time during their daughter's illness. 

4 You really mustn't go around telling such terrible lies. 

5 Cameron has always wanted to go into law. 

6 The journalists went after her wherever she went. 

1 for 2 down 3 over 4 off 

Unit 59 

1 to 5 ahead 

2 in 6 up 

3 back 7 outof 

4 from 8 up with 

1 Please keep your music, TVs and radios down during the exam period. 
2 Every household will be asked to contribute £10 a month towards the upkeep of the village 


recreation ground. 
3 All team members are strongly advised to keep off fatty foods during the training period. It is 
important to keep your fitness up to the highest level. 


1 to 2 on 3 up 


Possible answers: 

1 Noisy neighbours have occasionally kept me up. 

2 | was once kept in hospital after being hit on the head by a football. 

3 I’m going to regularly revise the units in this book and am also going to make a point of noting 
down any examples of phrasal verbs | find when I’m reading English. 


Unit 60 

1 take someone aback 

2 take away from 

3 take off 

4 takeout 

1 along 4 up 

2 away 5 off 

3 aback 

1 Martin does the best take-off of the Prime Minister that | have ever seen. 

2 Aridiculous amount of my time is taken up with dealing with emails. 

3 Eventhe rain could not take away from the beauty of the scene. 

4 | was taken aback when | was told that | was no longer allowed to park in front of my own house. 
5 Would you like me to take up your concerns with the manager? Or Would you like me to take 


your concerns up with the manager? 

We are expecting a particularly large intake of students next week. 

We decided it would be nicer to take our aunt away for the weekend rather than having her stay 
with us. 

The uptake of places for the weekend seminar has been rather disappointing. 


ND 


Let’s take down the decorations tomorrow. 

The doctor has agreed to take my elderly uncle off those pills for his arthritis. 

Her parents took her away to their holiday home. 

My favourite part of a flight is when the plane takes off. 

Robert’s being there took away from our enjoyment of the evening. 

After Stan had been working in the kitchens for a week, he was taken off washing-up duties. 


oU» Chlor Cc 
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Mini dictionary 


This Mini dictionary includes the definitions of the phrasal verbs and related noun and 
adjective forms that are practised in this book. Note that many of the phrasal verbs have 
other meanings which do not appear here. Refer to a good dictionary such as the Cambridge 
Dictionary of Phrasal Verbs for a full list of English phrasal verbs. 


The numbers in the Mini dictionary are Unit numbers not page numbers. 


abide by sth to accept or obey an agreement, 
rule, or decision 53 


accede to sth formal to agree to something that 
someone has asked for [e.g. request, demand], 
often after disagreeing with it 6 


account for sth to explain the reason for 
something or the cause of something 17 


add up to be a reasonable or likely explanation 
for something 17 


add up to increase and become a large number 
or amount 26 


add up (sth) or add (sth) up to calculate the 
total of two or more numbers 1 


add up to sth to have a particular result or 
effect 17 


adhere to sth formal to obey a rule or principle 53 
agree to both sides accept something 23 


(not) agree with sb if a type of food or drink 
does not agree with you, it makes you feel 
slightly ill 55 

aim at sth/doing sth to intend to achieve 
something, or to be intended to achieve 
something 34 


aim sth at sb to intend something to influence 
someone, or to be noticed or bought by 
someone 35 

allow for sth to take something into 
consideration 33 

amount to sth to become a particular amount 26 

arrive at sth to achieve an agreement or 
decision, especially after thinking about it or 
discussing it for a long time 29 

ascribe sth to sth formal to believe or say that 
something is caused by something else 6 

ask around to ask several people in order to try 
to get information or help 9 

be asking for sth informal to behave stupidly in 
a way that is likely to cause problems for you 6 

couldn't ask for sb/sth if you say that you 
couldn't ask for someone or something better, 
you mean that that person or thing is the best 
oftheir kind 6 
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ask out sb or ask sb out to invite someone to 
come with you to a place such as the cinema 
or a restaurant, especially as a way of starting 
a romantic relationship 6 


associate sth with sth to connect someone 
or something in your mind with someone or 
something else 2, 18 


attend to sb/sth to deal with a situation or 
problem 6 


attribute sth to sth slightly formal to believe or say 
that something is the result of something else 17 


average out at sth to have as the average 
number 26 


back off to stop being involved in a situation, 
especially in order to allow other people to 
deal with it themselves 12 


back onto sth if a building backs onto 
something, its back faces that thing 49 


back up (sth) or back (sth) up to make a copy of 
computer information so that you do not loseit 6 


back-up n support, help or something that 
you have arranged in case your main plans or 
equipment go wrong 3, 54 

bail out sb/sth or bail sb/sth out to help a person 
or organisation by giving them money 6, 36 


balance out to make things equal 26 


bang about/around to move around a place, 
making a lot of noise 9 


bang down sth or bang sth down to put 
something down with force, often because you 
are angry 21 


base sth on sth if you base something on 
particular facts or ideas, you use those facts or 
ideas to develop that thing 6, 34 


bat around sth or bat sth around to talk about 
a plan or idea and to discuss different ways of 
dealing with it 24 


bear on sth formal to be directly connected 
to something 6 


bear out sth/sb or bear sth/sb out to prove 
that something that someone has said or 
written [e.g. claim, theory] is true, or to say 
that someone is telling the truth 52 


bear up to deal with a very sad or difficult 
situation in a brave and determined way 28 


beat down if the sun beats down, it shines 
strongly and makes the air very hot 48 


beat down if the rain beats down, it comes 
down in large amounts with force 48 


beaver away informalto work hard at 
something for a long time, especially 
something you are writing 31 


belt out sth or belt sth out informal to sing or 
to play a musical instrument very loudly 21 


bend down to move the top part of your body 
towards the ground 44 


bend to sb/sth to do something you don't 
want to do 23 


blast out (sth) or blast (sth) out to produce a 
lot of noise, especially loud music 21 


blend in/into sth if something or someone 
blends in, they look or seem the same as the 
things or people around them and so you do 
not notice them 49 


block in sb/sth or block sb/sth in to put a car 
or other vehicle so close to another vehicle 
that it cannot drive away 50 


block out sth or block sth out to stop 
yourself from thinking about something 
unpleasant because it upsets you 18 


block up sth or block sth up to fill a hole so 
that nothing can pass through it 37 


blot out sth or blot sth out if smoke or a 
cloud blots out the sun, it covers it and 
prevents it from being seen 48 


blow out ifa cartyre blows out, it suddenly 
bursts 50 


blow up sth or blow sth up to make 
something seem much worse or much better 
than it really is 15 


blunder about/around to move in an 
awkward way, usually because you cannot 
see where you are going 9 


blurt out sth or blurt sth out to say something 
suddenly and without thinking, especially 
because you are excited or nervous 45 

boarded-up adj covered with pieces of wood 49 

be bogged down to become so involved in 
the details of something that you cannot 
achieve anything 31 

boil down to sth slightly informal if a situation 
or problem boils down to a particular thing, 
that is the main reason for it 7 


bombard sb with sth to direct a lot of something 
[e.g. questions, letters] at one person 45 


boom out (sth) to speak in a loud voice, or to 
make a loud noise 21 


bore into sb if someone's eyes bore into you, 
they look at you very hard and make you feel 
nervous 40 


boss about/around sb or boss sb about/ 
around to tell people what they should do 
all the time 9 


botch up sth or botch sth up informal to 
spoil a piece of work by doing it badly 28 

bottom out if a situation, level, or rate that 
is getting worse bottoms out, it reaches the 
lowest point and remains at that level or 
amount, usually before improving 19 


bounce sth off sb informal to tell someone 
about an idea or plan in order to find out 
what they think of it 24 


bow to sb/sth to do something you don't 
want to do 23 


bowl over sb or bowl sb over to surprise or 
please someone a lot 41 


box in sb or box sb in to prevent someone 
from doing what they wantto do 11 


branch off if a road or path branches off, it 
goes in another direction 2, 49 


branch off to leave a main road by turning 
onto a smaller road 50 


breakaway adj a breakaway group is a group of 
people that stop being part of another group, 
often because they disagree with them 1 


break down if a machine or vehicle breaks 
down, it stops working 4 


break down if a discussion, system or 
relationship breaks down, it fails because of 
a disagreement or problem 28 


break down sth or break sth down to divide 
information or a piece of work into smaller 
parts so that it is easier to understand or 
deal with 24 


breakdown n when talks between two groups 
of people fail because of a disagreement or 
problem 3 

break-in n when someone manages to get in 
a building by using force, usually in order to 
steal something 3 

break into sth to become involved in a type 
of business or activity that is difficult to 
become involved in 35 
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break into sth to start to use an amount of 
money or food that you have been saving 36 


break off sth or break sth off to separate a 
part from a larger piece 47 


break out in/into sth if you break out in a 
sweat, it suddenly appears on your skin 43 


breakout n when someone escapes from 
prison 1 


breakout n when something dangerous 
and unpleasant, like war, disease or fire, 
suddenly starts 3 


break through (sth) if the suns breaks 
through or breaks through the clouds, it 
starts to appear from behind the clouds 48 


break up sth or break sth up if an event 
breaks up a period of time, it makes it more 
interesting by being different to what you 
are doing for the rest of the time 16 


break up (sth) or break (sth) up if an 
occasion when people meet [e.g. meeting, 
party] breaks up, or if someone breaks it up, 
it ends and people start to leave 19 


break up (sth) or break (sth) up ifa fight 
breaks up, or if someone breaks it up, the 
people in it stop fighting or are made to stop 
fighting 20 

breeze in/into swh to walk in quickly and 
confidently 48 


breeze through sth slightly informal to succeed 
in something [e.g. exam] very easily 48 


brim with sth to have or show a lot of a good 
emotion or good quality 41 


bring forward sth or bring sth forward to 
change the date or time of an event so that 
it happens earlier than planned 16 


bring in sb/sth or bring sb/sth in if 
something, for example a company, brings 
people or business in, it attracts people, 
often encouraging them to buy products or 
services 35 

bring in sth or bring sth in to earn or make a 
particular amount of money 11 

bring in sth or bring sth in if a government 
or organisation brings in something new 
[e.g. law, rule], they make it exist for the 
first time 53 

bring out sth or bring sth out to produce 
something to sell to the public 35 


bring out sth or bring sth out to make a 
particular quality more noticeable 40 
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bring together sb or bring sb together to 
cause people to be friendly with each other, 
especially people who have argued with 
each other or who would not usually be 
friendly with each other 39 


bring up sb or bring sb up to look after a 
child and educate them until they are old 
enough to look after themselves 47 


bring up sth or bring sth up to start to talk 
about something 33 

broken down adj if a machine or vehicle is 
broken-down it no longer works 4 


brush down/off sb/sth or brush sb/sth 
down to use a brush or your hand to 
remove something 7 


brush off sb/sth or brush sb/sth off to refuse 
to listen to what someone says, or to refuse 
to think about something seriously 7 


build in sth or build sth in to include 
something as part of a system 11 


build up (sth) or build (sth) up to increase 
in amount, size, or strength, or to make 
something increase in amount, size, or 
strength 3, 26 

build up sb or build sb up to make someone 
healthier and stronger after an illness, 
especially by making sure that they eat a lot 43 

build-up n when something increases in 
amount, size or strength 3 

built-in adj if something is built-in, it is made 
so that it fits into part of a wall or room 4 

bump sb off or bump off sb informal to kill 
someone 20 

bump up sth or bump sth up informal to 
increase the size or amount of something 
[e.g. price] by a large amount 26 

bunged-up adj slightly informal blocked nose 43 

buoy up sth or buoy sth up to support 
something and help to make it more 
successful 22 

burn out or burn yourself out informal to have 
to stop working because you have become ill or 
very tired from working too hard 43 

burst out sth if you burst out laughing or 
crying, you suddenly start to laugh or cry 21 

be bursting with sth to be very full with 
something 49 

bury yourself in sth to give all your attention 
to something 32 

bust-up n informal an angry argument 20 


bust-up n informal a breakin a relationship 39 


butter up sb or butter sb up informalto be 
very nice to someone so that they will do 
what you want them to do 39 


buy out sb/sth or buy sb/sth out to buy part 
of a company or building that belonged to 
someone else so that you own all of it 3, 35 


buyout n the buying of a company, especially 
by the people who previously managed it or 
worked for it 3 


buy up sth or buy sth up to quickly buy a lot 
of something, often all that is available 6, 15 

call in (on) British & Australian to visit a place 
or person for a short time, usually while you 
are going somewhere else 6, 42 


call on sth formal to use something, 
especially a quality that you have, in order to 
achieve something 6 


call out sb or call sb out to order workers 
to strike (7 to refuse to work because of an 
argument with an employer) 31 


call up sb or call sb up to order someone to 
join the army, navy, or airforce 51 


call up sth or call sth up if something calls 
up a memory or an idea, it makes you 
remember or think about it 18 


call up sth or call sth up to find and show 
information on a computer screen 54 


calm down (sb) or calm (sb) down to stop 
feeling upset, angry, or excited, or to make 
someone stop feeling this way 30 


capitalise on sth to use a situation in order to 
achieve something good for yourself 27 


not care for sth/sb formal to not like 
something or someone 41 


carry forward sth or carry sth forward to 
include an amount of money in a later set of 
calculations 6, 36 


carry off sth or carry sth off to succeed in 
doing or achieving something difficult 27 


carry out sth or carry sth out to complete a 
task 33 


cash in on sth to make money from an event 
or situation, or to get some other advantage 
from it, often in an unfair way 11 


cash up British & Australian to count all the 
money taken by a shop or business at the 
end of the day 36 

be cast away to be on an island with no other 
people after swimming from a ship that is 
sinking 1, 50 


cast-offs n clothes which have been given 
to somebody else because the first owner 
cannot use them any more 38 


catch on slightly informal to understand 
something, especially after a long time 24 


catch out sb or catch sb out to discover that 
someone is lying or doing something wrong 52 


catch up on/with sth to do something you 
did not have time to do earlier 2 


catch up with sb if someone in authority [e.g. 
police, tax officials] catches up with you, they 
discover that you have been doing something 
wrong and often punish you for it 53 


be caught up in sth to become involved in an 
activity or situation which prevents you from 
moving or making progress 28 


cater for sb/sth to provide all the things that 
people need or want in a particular situation 34 


cave in to agree to something that you were 
against before, after someone has persuaded 
you or threatened you 22, 23 


change down British and Australian to put a 
vehicle into a lower gear (7 part of a machine 
that controls the speed of a vehicle), usually 
in order to go slower 50 


chase sb/sth off/out or chase off/out sb/sth to 
run after a person or an animal in a threatening 
way in order to make them leave 47 


chatter away to talk continuously 21 


cheat on sb informal to behave in a dishonest 
way towards your husband, wife, or 
usual sexual partner by having a sexual 
relationship with someone else 39 


check off sth or check sth off to look at each 
item on a list, or to write something next to 
each item on a list, in order to make sure 
that everything or everyone on it is correct, 
present, or has been dealt with 32 


cheer on sb or cheer sb on to shout 
encouraging words at someone, especially a 
person or team in a race or competition, or 
to receive encouraging words or shouts 22 

chip in (sth) or chip (sth) in slightly informal 
to give an amount of money, especially 
when a group of people are giving money to 
pay for something together 36 

chirp away if a bird chirps away, it sings 
continuously 21 

choke back/down sth or choke sth back/ 
down to force yourself not to show your 
feelings 41 


English Phrasal Verbs in Use Advanced 165 


166 


chuck away/out sth or chuck sth away/ 
out informal to get rid of something that is 
not needed anymore 37 


clam up informal to become silent or to refuse 
to speak about something, usually because 
you are shy or afraid 45 


clean out sb or clean sb out informal if 
someone cleans you out, they take or use 
all the money you have, or if something 
expensive cleans you out, you spend all the 
money you have on it 36 


clean out sth or clean sth out to steal 
everything from a place 14 


clean up after sb to remove dirt someone 
has made, or to make a place tidy by putting 
things back where they belong 37 


clean up your act to start to behave better 8 


clear sth away or clear away sth to remove 
things in order to make a place tidy 37 


clear out informal to leave a place 46 


clear up ifan illness clears up, or if medicine 
clears an illness up, the illness goes away 43 


clear up sth or clear sth up to give or find an 
explanation for something, or to deal with a 
problem or disagreement 28 


clear up after sb to remove dirt someone has 
made, or to make a place tidy by putting 
things back where they belong 37 


climb down to admit that you are wrong 7 


climb down if you climb down from a tree, 
you go back down to the ground 7 


close off sth or close sth off to put something 
across the entrance to something, in order to 
prevent people from entering it 49 


cloud over if someone's face clouds over, they 
suddenly look unhappy or worried 48 


clown about/around to act in a silly way 9 


clutter up sth or clutter sth up to fill 
something in an untidy or badly organised 
way 37 

coast along to do only the things that you 
have to do without trying to go faster or be 
more successful 31 


cobble together sth or cobble sth together 
to make something quickly and not very 
carefully 31 

come across if an idea or an emotion comes 
across in writing, film, music, or when 
someone is speaking, it is expressed clearly 
and people understand it or notice it 32 
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come across to behave in a way which makes 
people believe that you have a particular 
characteristic 40, 56 


come across sth/sb to discover something by 
chance, or to meet someone by chance 1 


come along to start to exist, happen, or be 
available 1 


come around/round if a regular event comes 
around, it happens at its usual time 16 


come around/round to agree to a plan 
or idea that you were against, or to stop 
having a bad opinion about something, after 
thinking about it for a long time or being 
persuaded by other people that itis good 29 


come at sb to move towards someone in 
order to attack them 20, 56 


come at sth to think about something in a 
particular way 24, 56 


come back if something comes back to you, 
you remember it 18 


come between sb if an argument or other 
problem comes between two or more 
people, it spoils their relationship 39 


come down if you come down when you 
are suggesting a price for something, you 
suggest or agree to a lower price 10 


come down if a story or tradition comes 
down, it is passed from older people to 
younger people so that it continues 10, 56 

come down if a price or level comes down, it 
becomes lower 56 

come in to start speaking during a 
discussion 11, 56 


come in if the tide (= the regular change in 
the level of the sea) comes in, the sea comes 
higher up the beach 47, 56 

come in for sth if someone comes in for 
criticism or praise, they are criticised or 
praised for something they have done 56 

come into sth to get money from someone 
who has died 36 

come into sth to begin to exist or happen, or 
to begin to be fashionable 53 

come into (being) to begin 56 

come into it if you say that a particular emotion 
or quality [e.g. pride, love, luck] comes into it 
when you are describing a situation, you mean 
that it influences the situation 56 

come into one’s own to be very successful 8 


come off sth to stop using medicine or 
drugs 43 


come off better/worse to end up in a good 
or bad position because of an argument or 
some kind of struggle 56 


Come off it! something that you say in order 
to tell someone that you do not believe 
them or that you disagree with them or are 
angry with them 30 


come on if something [e.g. lights, heating] or 
a supply of something [e.g. water, electricity] 
comes on, it starts working 54 


come on to improve in a skill, or to make 
progress 56 


Come on! something that you say in order to 
tell someone that you do not believe them 
or that you disagree with them or are angry 
with them 30 


come out if you describe how something or 
someone comes out at the end of a process 
or activity, you describe what condition they 
are in or what they have achieved 27 


come out to go somewhere with someone for 
a social event 39 


come out if the sun, the moon, or a star 
comes out, it appears in the sky; also applies 
to flowers and leaves which appear on 
plants in spring 47 

come out against to state publicly that you 
are opposed to an issue 22 


come out in favour of to state publicly that 
you support an issue 22 


come out of sth if something comes out of a 
process or an event, itis one of the results 17 


come out with sth to say something 
suddenly 56 


come over sb if a feeling comes over you, you 
suddenly experience it 41 


come over sth if an announcement comes 
over a public address system, people can 
hear the announcement 21 


come round to to agree with somebody else's 
idea or opinion after a long time thinking 
about it or discussing it 23, 29 

come through sth to manage to get to the 
end of a difficult situation 56 

come to (an agreement) to agree on 
something after discussion 23 

come under sth to be controlled or dealt with 
by a particular authority 53 


come under sth if something or someone 
comes under a particular action by other 
people [e.g. attack, criticism, scrutiny, review, 
pressure], that thing is done to them 56 

come up if an event is coming up, it will 
happen soon 16 


come up if information comes up ona 
computer screen, it appears there 54 


come up against sth/sb to have to deal 
with a difficult situation or someone who 
disagrees with you or tries to stop you doing 
what you want todo 56 


come up to sth to reach an acceptable or 
expected standard 56 


comeback n when a performer gives a 
performance he hopes will make him 
popular again 3 

confide in sb to tell someone things that you 
keep secret from other people 51, 52 


conjure up sth or conjure sth up to make 
something [e.g. picture, image, memory] 
appear in someone's mind 18 

consist of sth to be formed from two or more 
things 34 

contend with sth to have to deal with a 
difficult or unpleasant situation 2, 34 


contribute to sth to be one of the causes of 
an eventor situation 17 


cope with sth to deal successfully with a 
problem or difficult situation 2 


cordon off sth or cordon sth off if people in 
authority [e.g. police] cordon off an area, 
they put something around it in order to 
stop people from entering it 12 


cotton on informal to begin to understand a 
situation or fact 24 


cough up (sth) or cough (sth) up informal 
to provide money for something, especially 
when you are not very willing to do this 36 

count against sb/sth to make someone or 
something more likely to fail 32 

count sb in to include a person in a plan or 
activity 23 

count on sth to expect something to happen, 
and make plans which depend on this thing 
happening 13 

count out sb or count sb out informal to not 
include someone in an activity 14, 23 

count towards sth to be part of what is 
needed in order to complete something or 
achieve something 32 
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cover up (sth) or cover (sth) up to stop 
people from discovering the truth about 
something bad 52 


cover-up n ifsomeone stops people from 
discovering the truth about something bad 1 


cream off sb or cream sb off to separate the 
cleverest or most skilful people from a group 
and treat them differently 32 


creep up on sb if a date or an event creeps 
up on someone, it seems to come or happen 
sooner than they were expecting 16 


creep up on sb to move closer to someone, 
usually from behind, without being seen by 
them 46 


cross off sth or cross sth off (sth) to 
remove a word from a list by drawing a 
line through it 32 


cross over to start to support a different, 
often opposing, person or group 22 


crowd around/round (sth/sb) to surround 
something or someone, standing very close 
to them 9 


cry out (sth) or cry (sth) out to suddenly 
shout something in a loud voice, especially 
to get someone's attention 14 


curlup to lie or sit with your back curved and 
your knees close to your stomach 44 


cut down sth or cut sth down if you cut 
down a tree or bush, you make it fall to the 
ground by cutting it near the bottom 47 


cut in to suddenly drive in front of someone, 
not leaving enough space between the two 
vehicles 50 


cut in (on) (sth) to interrupt what someone 
is saying by saying something yourself 11, 45 

cut off sth or cut sth off to stop the supply 
of something such as electricity, gas or 
water 2, 12 

cut off (from) swh to be in a separate space 
or area and unable to communicate with 
people in a different space or area 12 

cut off your nose to spite your face to do 
something because you are angry, though it 
may cause you more problems 8 

cut out sth or cut sth out to stop eating 
or drinking something, usually in order to 
improve your health 55 

be cut out for sth to have the right qualities 
for something, especially a job 31 


dash off informal to leave a place quickly 5 
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dealin sth to buy and sell particular goods as 
a business 35 


deal with sth to take action in order to achieve 
something, or in order to solve a problem 42 


decide on sth/sb to choose something or 
someone after thinking carefully 29 


defer to sb/sth formal to accept someone 
else's opinion because they know more than 
you or are more important than you 22, 23 


depend on sth/sb to need the help or support 
of something or someone in order to survive 
or continue as before 13 


depend on sth/sb if something depends on 
a particular situation, condition, or person, 
itis influenced by them or cannot change 
without them 17 


deprive sb/sth of sth to take something 
important away from someone 2, 34 


descend to sth/doing sth to behave badly in 
a way that other people would not expect 
you to 40 


detract from sth to make something seem 
less good than it really is or than it was 
thought to be 34 


devote sth to sth/doing sth to use all of 
something, for example your life or your 
time, for a particular purpose 34 


die away if something, especially a sound, 
dies away, it gradually becomes less strong 
or clear and then stops 2 


die down if something, especially noise or 
excitement, dies down, it gradually becomes 
less loud or strong until it stops 21 


die out to become more and more rare and 
then disappear completely 47 


dig up sth or dig sth up to take something 
out of the ground by digging 47 


dig up sth or dig sth up to discover new facts 
about a person or situation after a lot of 
searching 52 


dig your heels in to refuse to do what others 
try to persuade you to do 8 

dip sth in (sth) to quickly put something into 
something else and then take it out again, 
especially biscuits in tea or coffee 55 

disagree with sb if a type of food disagrees 
with you, it makes you feel slightly ill or 
uncomfortable 55 

dive in/into sth to start doing something 
suddenly without thinking about it 7 


do in sb or do sb in informal to attack or kill 
someone 29 


do in sb or do sbin informal to make 
someone extremely tired 43 


do out sth or do sth out British & Australian 
to decorate or clean a room 37 


do sb out of sth informalto stop someone 
from getting or keeping something, in a 
dishonest or unfair way 29 

do up sth or do sth up to wrap something 
[esp. present] in paper 25 

do up sth or do sth up to repair something, 
or to improve the appearance of something, 
especially a building 49 

do yourself up to make yourself look more 
attractive 29 


do without (sth/sb) to manage without 
something or someone 29 


doom (sb/sth) to sth to make someone or 
something sure to fail or suffer in a particular 
way 27 

dot sth with sth if a place is dotted with 
something, it has many of them, all over the 
place 49 


double back to turn and go back in the 
direction that you have come from 46 


double (sb) over/up to suddenly bend your 
body forwards because you are laughing a 
lot or you are in pain 44 


double up as sth if something designed for one 
purpose can double up as something else, it 
can also be used for something else 25 


downcast adj sad and depressed 4 
downpour n a sudden, heavy fall of rain 3 


drag sb away from informal to make 
somebody stop doing something, so that 
they can do something else 7 


drag sb/sth into sth to talk about or bring 
someone or something into a difficult or 
unpleasant situation, especially when that 
person or thing is seen as being connected 
with the situation 20 


drag out (sth) or drag (sth) out to continue 
for longer than is necessary, or to make 
something do this 16 

drag sth out of sb to make someone tell you 
something that they do not want to tell you 45 

draw back to move away from someone 
or something, usually because you are 
surprised or afraid 46 


draw on sth to use information from 
somewhere 33 


draw out sb or draw sb out to help someone 
who is shy to feel more confident 40 


draw out sth or draw sth out to make 
something continue for longer than is usual 
or necessary 14 


Dream on! something that you say in order to 
tell someone that what they are hoping for is 
not possible and will not happen 30 


dress up (sb) or dress (sb) up to put on 
someone else's clothes to make yourself 
look like someone else, or to make someone 
do this, usually as a game 38 


drink in to look at, listen to, or experience 
something with all your attention and to 
enjoy it very much 7 

drink to sb/sth to hold up your glass before 
drinking from it in order to celebrate something 
or to wish someone success or happiness 55 


drink up (sth) or drink (sth) up to completely 
finish your drink 30 


drive off to leave in a vehicle 5 


drone on to talk for a long time in a very 
boring way 13, 21 

drop back if you are moving forward in a 
group of people and you drop back, you 
move to a position nearer the back 46 


drop by British & Australian informal to make 
a short visit to someone in their home, 
usually without arranging it before 42 


drop-down menu a list of choices which 
appears on a computer screen 54 

drop off to fall asleep 2, 43 

drop off sb/sth or drop sb/sth off to take 
someone to a place that they want to go to, or 
to deliver something to a place, usually in a car, 
often when you are going somewhere else 2 

drop out to not do something that you were 
going to do, or to stop doing something 14 

drop out if a student drops out, they stop 
going to classes before they have finished 
their course 32 

drown out sth or drown sth out if a loud 
noise drowns out another noise, it prevents 
it from being heard 21 

drum up sth to increase interest in something 
or support for something 29 

dry out (sth) or dry (sth) out to make 
something dry, or to become dry 47 
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dry up if a supply of something dries up, it 
ends 19 

dry up to stop speaking when you are acting 
or making a speech, especially because you 
suddenly forget what to say next 45 


dry up if an area of water [esp. river, lake] 
dries up, the water in it disappears 47 


dumb down sth or dumb sth down to make 
something [e.g. textbook, curriculum] 
simpler and easier to understand 51 


dwell on sth to think or talk about a 
particular subject for too long 13 


ease off/up to gradually stop or become less 5 


ease off/up to start to work less or to do 
things with less energy 31 


eat away atsb if a memory or bad emotion 
[e.g. bitterness, shame] eats away at 
someone, they think about it a lot and it 
makes them very unhappy 18 


eat away at sth to gradually destroy 
something by continuously damaging it or 
taking little parts of it away 47 


eatin to have a meal at home, not in a 
restaurant 55 


eatinto sth to use or take away a large part 
of something valuable [e.g. savings, profits, 
leisure time, business] 7 


eat up sth or eat sth up to eat all the food 
you have been given 15 


Eat up! something that you say to someone, 
especially a child, in order to tell them to eat 
their food 30 


egg on sb or egg sb on to encourage 
someone to do something, often something 
that is wrong, stupid, or dangerous, or to be 
encouraged to do something 22 

eke out sth or eke sth out to use something 
slowly or carefully because you only have a 
small supply of it 16 

encroach on sth to gradually cover more and 
more of an area of land 49 

end up to finally be in a situation 33 

engage sb in conversation if you engage 
someone in conversation, you try to start a 
conversation with them 45 

expand on sth to give more details about 
something you have said or written 45 

explain away sth or explain sth away to 
give a reason for something bad happening 
which makes other people think that it is not 
so bad or that it is not your fault 45 
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face up to sth to accept that a difficult or 
unpleasant situation exists 2 


factor in sth or factor sth in to include 
something when making a calculation or 
when trying to understand something 11 


fade in ifthe sound or picture of a film or 
recording fades in, or if you fade it in, it 
becomes gradually louder or brighter so that 
you can hear it or see it clearly 54 


fade out if the sound or picture of a film or 
recording fades out, or if you fade it out, it 
gradually becomes quieter or less clear until 
you cannot hear or see it any more 54 


fall apart if an organisation, system, or 
agreement falls apart, it fails or stops 
working effectively 19 


fallback adj a fallback position is something 
you use when other things have failed, or 
when there are no other choices 4 


fall back on sth to use something when other 
things have failed, or when there are no 
other choices 28 


fall behind (sb) to fail to remain level with a 
group of people that is moving forwards 32 


fall behind (sb) to fail to score as many 
points as another team or player in a 
competition 27 


fallin if a structure [e.g. roof, ceiling] falls in, 
it drops to the ground because it is weak or 
damaged 49 

fall off if the amount, rate, or quality of 
something falls off, it becomes smaller or 
lower 26 

fall through if a plan or agreement falls 
through, it fails to happen 6, 27 

farm out sth or farm sth out to give work to 
other people instead of doing it yourself 31 

feed on sth if an animal feeds on a particular 
type of food, it usually eats that food 47 

feel up to sth/doing sth to feel physically and 
mentally strong enough to do something 41 

fend for yourself to take care of yourself 
without needing help from other people 47 

ferret out sth or ferret sth out to find 
something after searching for it 51 

fight back sth or fight sth back to try hard 
not to show an emotion, or to try hard not to 
let your emotions control what you do 41 

fight off sb/sth or fight sb/sth off to use 
violence so that something or someone goes 
away 20 


fill up sb or fill sb up if food fills someone 
up, it makes them feel as if they have eaten 
enough 55 


finish off sb or finish sb off to make 
someone so tired, weak, or unhappy that 
they are unable to continue what they 
were doing 12 


finish up (sth) or finish (sth) up to eat or drink 
all of what you are eating or drinking 15 


finish with sth to stop using or needing 
something 19 


firm up sth or firm sth up to make 
something [e.g. agreement, details, prices] 
more definite or less likely to change 35 


finish off to end or complete something 33 


fish out sth or fish sth out informal to pull 
or take something out of a bag or pocket, 
especially after searching 7 


fitin to be able to be done between other 
activities 16 


fit in with sth if one activity or event fits in 
with another, they exist or happen together 
in a way which is convenient 11 


fix up sth or fix sth up to arrange something 
[esp. meeting] 25 


flag down sth or flag sth down to make a 
vehicle stop by waving at the driver 50 


flare up if someone flares up, they suddenly 
become very angry 20 


flare up if a disease that you had before flares 
up, you suddenly get it again 43 


flash back if your mind or thoughts flash 
back to something that happened to you 
in the past, you suddenly remember that 
thing 18 

flashback n an occasion when you suddenly 
remember something vividly that happened 
to you in the past 18 


flatten out if the rate of something flattens 
out, or if something flattens it out, it stops 
increasing and decreasing and begins to stay 
atthe same level 26 

fling off sth or fling sth off to remove very 
quickly 38 

fling yourself into to start to spend a lot of 
your time and energy doing something 31 

flirt with sb to talk and behave towards 
someone in a way that is sexually attractive 
and which shows that person that you are 
sexually attracted to them 39 


be floating about/around if you say 
something is floating around, you mean that 
you have seen it somewhere but you do not 
know exactly where it is 9 


flood back if memories flood back, you 
suddenly remember very clearly a lot of things 
about an experience or period in the past 18 


flood in/into sth to arrive or enter somewhere 
in very large numbers or amounts 7 


flush out sb/sth or flush sb/sth out to force 
a person or animal to come out of the place 
they are hiding in 47 

fly about/around (swh) if rumours fly around, 
they are made in a way which makes people 
excited 9 


fly atsb to attack someone suddenly and 
violently 20 


fly into sth if someone flies into a particular 
state [e.g. rage, temper, panic] they are 
suddenly in that state 20 

focus (sth) on sth to give a lot of attention to 
one particular activity, situation or idea 13 


fog up if something made of glass [e.g. 
windscreen, glasses] fogs up, or if something 
fogs it up, it becomes covered with small 
drops of water and you cannot see through it 
any more 48 


foldaway adj a foldaway bed has parts that 
can be folded so that it is smaller and can be 
stored somewhere 4 


fold up (sth) or fold (sth) up to make something 
[e.g. cloth, paper, chair] into a smaller, neater 
and usually flatter shape by folding it, or to be 
able to be folded in this way 25 

fold-up adja fold-up chair can be made into a 
smaller, neater and flatter shape by folding it 4 

follow up sth or follow sth up to find out 
more about something 33 

forthcoming adj a forthcoming event, action, 
or product is one which will happen or 
become available soon 4 


be founded on sth to be based on a 
particular idea or belief 34 


free up sth or free sth up to make time or 
money available for a particular use by not 
using it in another way 16 

freeze out sb or freeze sb out to make 
someone feel that they are not part of a 
group by being unfriendly towards them, or 
to stop someone from being included in an 
arrangement or activity 48 
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freeze over if water freezes over, it becomes 
covered with ice 2, 47 


freeze up become so afraid you cannot move 
or do anything 48 


freeze up if something [e.g. pipe, lock] freezes 
up, it becomes blocked with ice and stops 
working 48 


fritter away sth or fritter sth away to waste 
something [esp. money, time] by using it in a 
careless way for unimportant things 16 

frown on sth to believe that something is 
wrong and that you should not do it 13 


fry-up n a quick meal made of fried food 55 


fuss over sb/sth to pay too much attention to 
someone or something, especially because 
you want to show that you like them 39 


gain on sb/sth to get nearer to someone or 
something that you are chasing 46 


gang up informal to form a group to act 
against someone else 6 


gather up sth or gather sth up to collect 
several things, especially from different 
places, and put them together 25 


gear sth to/towards sth/sb to design something 
so that it is suitable for a particular purpose, 
situation, or group of people 25 


get across sth or get sth across to successfully 
communicate an idea to other people 57 


get around if news or information gets 
around, a lot of people hear about it 9, 57 


get around to travel to a lot of different 
places 57 


get away with sth/doing sth to succeed 
in not being criticised or punished for 
something wrong that you have done 57 


get away with murder to succeed in not 
being criticised or punished for something 
wrong that you have done 57 

get back into sth to begin doing something 
again after not doing it for a period of time 57 

get back to basics to start again at the 
beginning 57 

get by to have or know just enough of 
something to be able to deal with a 
particular situation but not have or know as 
much as you would like 1, 27 

get by to have just enough money to pay for the 
things that you need, but nothing more 6, 57 

get down or get sth down to manage to write 
down a series of spoken points 33 
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get down to sth/doing sth to start doing 
something seriously and with a lot of your 
attention and effort 57 


get sb down to make someone feel 
unhappy 10, 57 


getin to succeed in getting a place at a 
school, college, or organisation 32 

getin ifa political party or a politician gets in, 
they are elected 51 

get in sth or get sth in to manage to do 
something even though you do not have 
much time because you are busy doing other 
things 57 

get in on sth informal to start to become 
involved in an activity that other people 
are already doing, often without being 
invited to 57 

get into sth to succeed in getting a place at a 
school, college, or organisation 32 

get into sth informal to be thin enough to be 
able to put your clothes on 38 

get into sth to become interested in an 
activity or subject, or to start being involved 
in an activity 42, 57 

get off to leave the place where you work, 
usually at the end of the day 31, 57 

Get off (sb/sth)! something that you say 
in order to tell someone to stop touching 
someone or something 30 

get off on the wrong foot to start something 
badly 8 

get off sb's back to stop nagging someone 57 

get off the ground to get started 57 

be getting on mainly British & Australian informal 
when time is getting on, itis getting late 16 

be getting on informal if someone is getting 
on, they are old 40 

get on like a house on fire to immediately 
like each other 8 

get on to/onto sth to be elected as a member 
of an organisation 51 

get on (with sb) to like someone, and enjoy 
spending time with them 1,2 

get out if news or information gets out, 
people hear about it even though someone 
istrying to keep it secret 51 

get sth out of sth/doing sth to enjoy something 
or think that something is useful 57 

get sth out of your mind to stop thinking 
about something 57 


get over sth to feel better after having an 
illness 43 


get (sb) through sth to succeed in an 
examination or competition, or to help 
someone or something do this 27, 32 


get (sth) through (sth) if a law or proposal 
gets through, or if someone gets a law or 
proposal through, it is officially accepted by 
a government or organisation 53 


get the most out of sb/sth to take maximum 
benefit from something 33 


get to the bottom of sth to understand 
something properly, not superficially 57 


get together if two or more people get 
together, or if someone gets two or more 
people together, they meet in order to do 
something or spend time together 57 


get-together nan informal meeting or 
party 42 


get up to stand up 1 


get up to sth to do something, especially 
something that other people think is 
wrong 42, 57 


get up to sth to reach a particular place in 
something that you are doing and to stop 
there 19 


getup n informal the particular clothing, 
especially when strange or unusual, that 
someone is wearing 38 


get your act together to organise yourself 
more efficiently 8, 57 


give away sth or give sth away to let 
someone know something that should be 
kept secret, often by mistake 52 


give-away n something that makes you 
aware of a fact that someone else was trying 
to keep secret 52 


give in to sth if you give in to an emotion or 
desire, you stop trying not to feel it and you 
allow your actions to be controlled by that 
emotion or desire 41 


give in to sth iwhen someone spends a long 
time trying to persuade you to do or agree 
to something, and you finally agree to it 23 

give up (sth /doing sth) or give (sth) up to 
stop doing an activity or piece of work 
before you have completed it, usually 
because it is too difficult 32 


give yourself up to allow the police to catch 
you 51 


gloss over sth to avoid discussing something, 
or to discuss something without talking 
about the details in order to make it seem 
unimportant 6, 45 


be glued to sth to be watching something 
[esp. television] with all your attention 7 


go after sb to chase or follow someone in 
order to catch them 58 


go after / for sth to try to get something that 
you want [e.g. job] 58 

go against sth if something goes against a 
rule or something you believe in, it does not 
obey it or agree with it 53 

go ahead slightly informal something that you 
say to someone to give them permission to 
start to do something 30 

go ahead if an event goes ahead, it happens 58 

go-ahead adj using new methods and ideas to 
succeed 4 

go along with sth/sb to agree with someone's 
idea or opinion 23 

go around (swh) if an illness goes around, a 
lot of people get it 43 

go around doing sth if someone goes around 
doing something, they spend their time 
behaving badly or doing something that is 
unpleasant for other people 58 

go back over sth to examine or think about 
something again or after it has happened 58 

go back to sth if a situation goes back to a 
particular state, it returns to that state 20 

go by sth to use information or experience 
that you have of someone or something in 
order to help you decide what to do or what 
to think about that person orthing 58 

go down if a computer system goes down, it 
stops working 10, 58 

go down to become worse in quality 58 

go down if part of your body that is bigger than 
usual because of an illness or injury goes down, 
it starts to return to its usualsize 43, 58 

go down to be remembered as part of 
something 10 

go down well-received 10 

go easy on sb to treat someone in a gentle 
way, especially when you want to be or 
should be more severe 30 

go for sb to attack someone 58 

go for sth if something goes for a particular 
amount of money, it is sold for that amount 58 
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Go for it! something that you say to encourage 
someone to try and achieve something 30 

go forward if someone's name goes forward, 
itis suggested that that person should 
compete for an elected position or a job 58 

goin informal if a fact or piece of information 
goes in, you understand it and remember it 24 

goin if the sun or moon goes in, it becomes 
hidden behind a cloud 47 

go in to sth to choose a particular type of 
work as yourjob 31 

go into sth to describe, discuss, or examine 
something in a detailed way 6 

go into sth to start an activity, or start to be in 
a particular state or condition 58 

go off if a light or machine goes off, it stops 
working 54 

go off to happen in a particular way 58 

go off sb/sth to stop liking someone or 
something 5, 41 

goon to continue to exist or happen 4 

goon to talk in an annoying way about 
something for a long time 13 

Go on! something that you say to tell 
someone that you do not believe what they 
have just told you 30 

goon sth to use a computer or the Internet, 
or to visit a website 54 

goonatsb to criticise someone continuously 45 

Go on then! something that you say to 
encourage someone to do something 30 

go on to sth to start to do something after 
you have finished something else 32 

go on to swh to go to a particular place after 
going somewhere else 42 

go out if something which is burning [e.g. fire] 
goes out, it stops burning 14 

go out if the sea or the tide (= movement of 
the sea in and out) goes out, it moves away 
from the beach 47 

go out to sb if your thoughts or sympathies go 
out to someone, you feel very sorry for them 
when they are in a difficult situation 41 

go out together to have a romantic 
relationship 39 

go out with sb to have a romantic 
relationship 39 

go over sth to think about something that has 
happened or something that was said 33, 58 
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go over to sth to leave one group or 
organisation and join a group or organisation 
that is competing against them 6, 58 


be going round in circles to use a lot of time 
and effort with no results 8 


go through if a law, plan, or deal goes through, 
it is officially accepted or approved 23, 53 


go through sth to experience an unpleasant 
or difficult situation or event 58 


go to (swh) to click on a menu, a menu item, 
a particular web page or part of a page, or a 
link when using a computer 54 


go up if a shout [e.g. cheer, cry, groan] goes 
up, a lot of people make that noise at the 
same time 21 

go up if a building or sign goes up, it is built or 
it is fixed into position 49 

go with sth to accept a plan or an idea, or to 
support the person whose ideas you agree 
with 22, 23 


gobble down/up sth or gobble sth down/ 
up informal to eat very quickly 55 


gobble up sth or gobble sth up informal to 
use a lot of something, especially money 36 


grapple with sth to try to deal with or 
understand a difficult problem or subject 24 


grasp at sth to quickly use or accept an 
opportunity to do or have something, 
especially because you are unhappy with the 
present situation 28 


grate on sb/sth if something, especially 
someone’s voice or way of behaving, grates 
on you, it annoys you 21 

grow out of sth if a child grows out of an 
interest, way of behaving, or illness, they 
stop having or doing it because they have 
become older 40 


Grow up! informal something that you say 
to an adult in order to tell them to stop 
behaving stupidly 30 

gun down sb or gun sb down to shoot someone 
and kill or seriously injure them, often when 
they cannot defend themselves 10 


be gunning for sb informalto try to harm 
someone or cause trouble for them 6 


hack into sth to get into someone else's 
computer system without permission in order 
to look at information or do something illegal 6 

hammer out sth or hammer sth out to reach 
an agreement after a lot of argument or 
discussion 23 


hand in sth or hand sth in to tell your boss 
officially that you do not want to do your job 
anymore 31 


Hang about/on! something that you say to tell 
someone to stop doing or saying something 30 


hang about/around/round with sb informal 
to spend time with someone 6 


hang back to not move forwards, usually 
because you are shy or afraid 46 


hang on sth to depend on something 13 


hang on to/onto sth/sb to keep someone or 
something 19 


hang out informal to spend a lot of time in 
a particular place, or to spend a lot of time 
with someone 42 


hang over sb/sth if a problem or threat hangs 
over a person or situation, it exists and 
makes people worry about what is going to 
happen 28 


hanker after/for sth to want something very 
much, especially something you know you 
should not want 5, 41 


happen on sb/sth to find something or meet 
someone without planningto 13 


harp on totalk continually about something 
in a way that other people find boring or 
annoying 13 

have sth against sb/sth to dislike or disagree 
with someone or something for a particular 
reason 41 


have sb down as sth to think that someone is 
a particular type of person, especially when 
they are not in fact like that 40 

have off sth or have sth off to spend time 
away from work 12 

have on sth or have sth on if you have an 
electrical device [e.g. television, radio, iron] 
on, it is operating so that you can use it 37 

have on sth or have sth on if you have clothes 
or shoes on, you are wearing them 38 

head off swh to begin a journey orto leave 5 

head off sth or head sth off to prevent a difficult 
or unpleasant situation from happening 51 

head up sth or head sth up to be in charge of 
an organisation 35 

heal up if a wound heals over, new skin grows 
over it 43 

hear from sb to receive news or information 
from someone, usually by letter or 
telephone 39 


have/had heard of sb/sth to know a little 
about someone or something because you 
have read, seen, or been told something 
about them before 39 


not hear of sth or not hear of sb doing sth to 
not allow something, or not allow someone 
to do something 22 


help sb to sth to put food onto a plate for 
yourself 55 


hinge on sth to depend on something or be 
very influenced by it 13 


hit on sth to have a good idea, especially one 
that solves a problem 5, 24 


hit out to strongly criticise something or 
someone 7 


hoard away sth or hoard sth away to puta 
supply of something in a safe place so that 
you can use itin the future 25 


hold back sb/sth or hold sb/sth back to 
prevent something from working effectively, 
or to prevent someone or something from 
making progress 1 


hold down sb or hold sb down to limit the 
freedom of a group of people 1 


hold forth to talk about a particular subject 
for a long time, often in a way that other 
people find boring 45 


hold off to not start, although you expect 
itto 48 


Hold on! to tell someone to stop doing 
something for a very short while 30 


hold out to continue to defend yourself 
against an enemy or attack 51 


hold out for sth to wait until you get what 
you want and to refuse to accept anything 
less 1 


hold over sth or hold sth over to delay 
something and to arrange to do it at a later 
time 16 


hook up US informal to meet someone for a 
particular purpose 42 


huddle up to move closer to other people, 
or to hold your arms and legs close to 
your body, usually because you are cold or 
frightened 44 


hurry along to make someone do something 
more quickly, or to make something happen 
more quickly 16 

Hurry up! informal to tell someone to move 
more quickly or do a task more quickly 30 
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hush up sth or hush sth up to stop the public 
from finding out about something bad that 
has happened 52 


impact on sth/sb slightly formal to have a 
noticeable effect on 17 


impose sth on sb formal to force a group 
of people to accept something, or to give 
someone a punishment [e.g. fine, ban] 53 


improve on sth to do something in a better 
way or with better results than when it was 
done before 34 


inform on sb to give information about 
someone who has done something wrong to 
a person in authority, especially the police 53 


input n contribution to a system to help it 
operate 3 


insist on sth/doing sth to demand something 
and to make it clear that you will not accept 
anything else 34 


intake n the number of people who begin 
to study at a school, or who join an 
organisation at a particular time 60 


interest sb in sth to try to persuade someone 
that they want something 34 


invest sth in sth to use a lot of time or effort 
trying to achieve something or trying to 
make something successful 34 


iron out sth or iron sth out to find a way of 
solving small difficulties or problems, or to 
find a way of ending a disagreement 28 


jazz up sth or jazz sth up to make something 
more attractive or interesting 15 


join in (sth) to become involved in an activity 
with other people 51 


join up to join the army, navy, or airforce 51 


jot down sth or jot sth down to write something 
down quickly (so that you remember it) 33 


jut out to stick out from a surface or beyond 
the edge of something 14 


keep (sb) ahead to continue to be more 
advanced and successful than other people, 
or to make sure that someone is more 
advanced or successful than other people 59 

keep at sth to continue to do something 
(until it is finished) 59 

keep back sth or keep sth back to not tell 
someone everything you know about a 
situation or an event that has happened 59 

keep down sth or keep sth down if you keep 
the noise of something [e.g. music, voice] down, 
you stop it from becoming too loud 21, 59 
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keep sb/sth from doing sth to prevent 
someone from doing something, especially 
work, by spending time with them 59 


keep sb in to make a child stay at school or at 
home, especially as a punishment 59 


keep in with sb British & Australian to 
continue to be friendly with someone, 
especially because they can help you 5, 59 


keep (sb) off sth to not eat, drink or use 
something that can harm you 59 


keep on slightly informal to talk in an annoying 
way about something for a long time 13 


keep on doing sth to continue to do something, 
or to do something again and again 59 


keep out of sth to not become involved in 
something 59 


keep to sth if you keep to the point, you do 
not write or talk about other topics 59 


keep sth to yourself to keep something 
secret 59 


keep up to be able to understand or deal with 
something that is happening or changing 
very fast 24, 59 


keep it up to continue to do something, 
especially to work hard or to do good 
work 30, 59 


keep sb up to make someone go to bed later 
than they usually do 59 


keep up sth or keep sth up to not allow 
something that is at a high level to fall to a 
lower level 59 


kick off (sth) informal to start 12 


kick off sth or kick sth off to remove your 
shoes by shaking your feet 12 


kick out sb or kick sb out to force someone 
to leave a place or an organisation 14 


knock sb about/around informal to hit or 
kick someone several times 9 


knock sth about/around informal to consider 
an idea 9 


knockabout n British informal when two 
or more people kick or hit a ball to each 
other for pleasure but not in a serious way, 
sometimes to warm up before a game 3 


knock down sb or knock sb down to cause 
someone to fall to the ground by pushing or 
hitting them 2 

knock down sb/sth or knock sb/sth 
down informal to reduce a price, or to 
persuade someone to reduce the price of 
something that they are selling 10, 26 


knock down sth or knock sth down to 
destroy and remove a building or part of a 
building [esp. wall] 2 


knock out sb or knock sb out to make 
someone become unconscious or to make 
someone fall asleep 20, 43 


knock over sb or knock sb over to hit someone 
with a vehicle and injure or kill them 50 


know sth from sth to know the difference 
between something and something else, so 
that you can recognise either of them 25 


know of sb/sth to have heard of someone 
or something and to be able to give some 
information about them, but not very much 39 


knuckle down to start to work or study hard, 
especially if you have not been working very 
hard before 31 


land (sb) in sth to be in a difficult situation, or to 
cause someone to be in a difficult situation or 
an unpleasant place [e.g. prison] 28 


land up informal to finally be in a particular 
place, state, or situation, especially without 
having planned it 15 


lash out to criticise someone or something in 
anangry way 14 

lay out sth or lay sth out to design the way 
in which a house, city, or garden is built or 
created 49 


lead into sth if a subject you are talking about 
or a discussion leads into another subject 
or discussion, it is the reason why you start 
talking about the second subject or start the 
second discussion 45 


lead-in something that introduces something 
else 11 


lead on sb or lead sb on to make someone 
do something bad by encouraging them or 
annoying them until they do it 13 


lead to sth if an action or event leads to 
something, it causes that thing to happen or 
exist 17 


lead up to sth if a period of time or a series 
of events leads up to an event or activity, it 
happens until that event or activity begins 16 


leak out if secret information leaks 
out, people who should not know this 
information find out about it 51 

lean towards sth/doing sth to support, or 
begin to support, a particular set of ideas or 
a particular political party 22 


leap out at sb if something leaps out at you, 
you notice it immediately 24 


leave behind sb or leave sb behind to make 
progress much faster than someone else 32 


leave off (sth/doing sth) to stop, or to stop 
doing something 12 


left out adj if someone feels left out, they 
are unhappy because they have not been 
included in an activity or conversation 4 


letin if something lets in water, air, or light, it 
allows water, air, or light to enter it through 
a hole or opening 11 


let off sb or let sb off to not punish someone 
who has committed a crime or done 
something wrong, or to not punish someone 
severely 53 


let off steam to talk or act in a way that helps 
get rid of strong feelings 8 


let out sb/sth or let sb/sth out to allow a person 
or animal to leave somewhere, especially by 
opening a locked or closed door 53 


let out sth or let sth out to make a piece of 
clothing wider by removing the sewing from 
the side edges and then sewing closer to the 
edge of the material 38 


let out sth or let sth out to tell someone 
about something which was supposed to be 
asecret 52 


let down sth or let sth down to make a piece 
of clothing longer by removing the sewing 
from the bottom folded edge and then 
sewing closer to the edge of the material 38 


letdown n something which is not as good as 
you thought it would be 3, 42 


level off/out if a rate or amount levels off, 
it stops rising or falling and it stays at the 
same level 26 


level with sb informal to tell the truth about 
something 52 


lie about/around (swh) if things are lying 
around, they are untidily left in places where 
they should not be 9 


lift-off n the moment when a spacecraft 
leaves the ground 3 


lift up sth or lift sth up to move something 
from a lower to a higher position 15 

light up (sth) or light (sth) up if your face 
or eyes light up, or if something [e.g. smile] 
lights them up, you suddenly look very 
happy or excited 40 
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line up sth or line sth up to move something 
in order to make it straight or level with 
something else 25 


listen out for sth to make an effort to hear a 
noise which you are expecting 21 


live-in adj a live-in nanny lives at the home of 
the children she cares for 4 


live on to continue to exist 13 


live with sth to accept a difficult or unpleasant 
situation and continue with your life while it 
exists 28 

lockout n when workers are prevented from 
entering their place of work until they agree to 
particular conditions given by the employer 1 


lock up (sth) or lock (sth) up to lock all the 
doors and windows of a building when you 
leave it 37 


log in/into sth to connect a computer to a 
system of computers by typing your name 
or password, usually so that you can start 
working 6 

look after sb/sth to take care of someone or 
something by doing what is needed to keep 
them well or in good condition 2,6 

look after sth to be responsible for dealing 
with something 35 

look at sb/sth tofocus on somebody/ 
something 33 

look down on sb/sth to think that someone 
is less important than you, orto think that 
something is not good enough quality for 
you to use 2 

look for sth/sb to try to find something or 
someone, either because you have lost them 
or because you need them 2 

look forward to sth/doing sth to feel pleased 
and excited about something that is going to 
happen 1,2 

look into sth to investigate or find out about 
something 33 

lookout n a person who looks at what 
is happening in the area around them, 
especially in order to watch for any danger 3 

loosen up torelax mentally 41 


loosen up (sth) or loosen (sth) up to prepare 
your body muscles for a physical activity by 
stretching and doing simple exercises 44 

lose out to to be less successful than 27 

magic away sth or magic sth away to make 
something disappear so quickly that it 
seems as if you have used magic 19 
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major in sth US & Australia to study something 
as your main subject at university 32 


make out sth to claim falsely that something 
is true; to pretend 52 


make up for sth if someone makes up for 
something bad that they have done, they do 
something good so that the bad thing does 
not cause a problem any more 28 


make up for lost time to do something to 
compensate for not doing it previously 8 


make up your mind to make a decision about 
something 8 


mark down sb or mark sb down to give 
someone a lower result in an exam or 
competition because they have made a 
mistake or done something wrong 2, 32 


mist over if your eyes mist over, they become 
filled with tears which stop you from seeing 
clearly 48 


mist over/up if something made of glass 
[e.g. windscreen, glasses] mists up, or if 
something mists it up, it becomes covered 
with small drops of water and you cannot 
see through it any more 48 


be mixed up with sb to be involved with 
someone who has a bad influence on you 39 


mock-up n a model showing how something 
will look when it is built 49 


mop up (sth) or mop (sth) up to use a cloth 
or a mop to remove a liquid that has been 
dropped or that has spread 37 


move away to leave the place or area where 
you live and go and live in another place 42 


move in to begin living in a new house or 
area 47 


move (sb) in/into (swh) to go to a place to 
deal with a difficult situation 51 


move on to move forward in one's life and not 
look backto the past 42 


move up (sb) or move (sb) up if a student 
moves up, or if a teacher moves them up, 
they are put in a higher level or class 2, 32 

muck up sth or muck sth up informal to do 
something very badly 6 

mull over sth or mull sth over to think 
carefully about something for a long time, 
often before making a decision 29 

nail down informal to make a decision about 
all the details of something 23 

nod off informal to fall asleep when you do 
not intend to go to sleep 43 


nose about/around (swh) informal to look 
around a place, often in order to find 
something 7 


object to sb/sth/doing sth to feel or say that you 
oppose or dislike something or someone 34 


occur to sb if a thought or idea occurs to you, 
it comes into your mind 24 


off-putting adj slightly unpleasant or 
worrying so that you are discouraged from 
getting involved in any way 4 

offset adj if something is offset by something 
else it is compensated for 49 


offshoot n plant which has developed from a 
larger plant 47 

ongoing adj if a problem is ongoing, it 
continues to be a problem 4 

onset n the moment at which something 
unpleasant starts 1,3 


open off sth if an area opens off another area, 
you can enter one from the other directly 49 

open up (sth) or open (sth) up if a country or 
area opens up, or is opened up, it becomes 
easier to travel around it or sell things to it 15 


open up (sth) or open (sth) up tocreate a 
new opportunity or possibility 15, 19 

outbreak n a sudden beginning of something, 
especially something unpleasant 3 


outdated adj old-fashioned and therefore not 
as good or as fashionable as something that 
is modern 4 


outgoing adjif someone is outgoing, they are 
friendly and energetic and find it easy and 
enjoyable to be with others 1,4 

outlook n the likely future situation 3 

output n an amount of something, produced 
by a person, machine, factory or country 3 

outspoken adjif someone is outspoken, they 
express their opinions even though other 
people might be offended by them 4, 40 

outstretched adj if someone's arms are 
outstretched they are held out in front of 
the person's body, often in order to greet 
someone 4 

overcast adj if the sky is overcast, itis grey 
and covered in cloud 47 

overkill n when there is more of something 
than is needed 3 

overpriced adjtoo expensive 4 

pack in sth or pack sth in informalto manage 
to do a lot of activities in a period of time 27 


pack in sth or pack sth in informal to stop 
doing something, especially a job 31 


paper over sth to hide a disagreement or 
difficulty and try to make people believe that 
there is no problem 52 


part with sth to give something away, usually 
when you do not wantto 37 


pass by (swh) British to visit somewhere for 
a short time, usually while you are going 
somewhere else 42 


pass sb by if an event or opportunity passes 
you by, you do not notice it or you do not get 
any advantage from it 16 


pass off British & Australian if an event passes 
off in a good way, it happens in that way 51 


pass on sth or pass sth on to give a disease 
to another person or animal 43 


pass over sb or pass sb over to not give 
someone a job or a higher position and give 
it to someone else who is younger or less 
experienced 31 


patch up sth or patch sth up totry to 
improve your relationship with someone 
after an argument 39 


pay sth into sth to put money into a bank 
account, often to save money for a particular 
purpose 36 


peal out when bells ring loudly, they peal out 21 
pelt down informal to rain very heavily 48 
pep up sth/sb or pep sth/sb up informal 

to make something more interesting or 


attractive, or to make someone feel more 
active or energetic 15 


perk up (sb) or perk (sb) up to suddenly 
become happier or more energetic, or to 
make someone feel this way 41 


peter out if an energetic activity or a strong 
emotion peters out, it gradually becomes less 
energetic or strong until it stops completely 19 


pick at sth to eat only a small amount of a 
meal because you are not hungry or because 
you are feeling ill 55 

pick out sth/sb or pick sth/sb out to choose 
one thing or person or several things or 
people from a large group 14 

pick up if the wind picks up, it becomes 
stronger 1 

pick up if something [e.g. business, economy, 
trade] picks up, it improves or increases after 
a bad period 1 
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pick up to lift something by using a bill 
(birds) 47 

pick up (sth) or pick (sth) up to start 
something again [e.g. story, relationship] 
from the point where you had stopped 1 


pick up sth if you pick up speed, you suddenly 
start to go faster 50 


pick up sth or pick sth up to buy something 
cheaply 1 

pick up sth or pick sth up to learn a new 
skill or language by practising it rather than 
being taught it 1 

pick up sth or pick sth up if a device picks up 
asignal or programmes broadcast by a radio 
station, it receives them 1, 54 


pick up sth or pick sth up to learn interesting 
or useful information [e.g. idea, tip, gossip] 
from someone or something 24, 51 


pick up sth or pick sth up to get an 
infectious illness from someone or 
something 43 


pick up sth/sb or pick sth/sb up to collect 
someone who is waiting for you, or to collect 
something that you have left somewhere or 
that you have bought 1,2, 50 


pick up sth/sb or pick sth/sb up to lift 
something or someone by using your 
hands 1, 15 


pick up on sth to react to something that 
you have noticed or something that has 
happened 15 


pick yourself up to stand up again after you 
have fallen 44 


piece together sth or piece sth together to 
try to understand a situation or to try to 
discover the truth about something by 
collecting different pieces of information 
and considering them at the same time 24 

pile into swh to enter a place or vehicle 
quickly and not in an organised way 46 

pile out (of) to leave a place or vehicle 
quickly and not in an organised way 46 

pile up (sth) or pile (sth) up to become a 
pile, or to make a lot of things into a pile by 
putting them on top of each other 25 

pin down sb or pin sb down to force 
someone to stay in a horizontal position by 
holding them 10 

pitch in to help with work that needs to be 
done 11 
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play along to pretend to agree with someone, 
or to do what someone wants for a short 
time, in order to get something from them or 
to avoid making them angry 52 


play about/around to behave in a stupid way 9 


play sb off against sb to encourage one 
person or group to compete against or argue 
with another, hoping that you can get some 
advantage from this situation 29 


play on sth if someone plays on your fears or 
weaknesses, they use them to try and make 
you do what they want, often in a way that is 
unfair 29 


play with sth if you play with the idea of 
doing something, you consider it, but usually 
do not do it 24 


plough back sth or plough sth back to put 
money that you have earned into a business, in 
order to make the business bigger or better 36 


plug away informal to work hard at 
something for a long time 31 


plug into sth if a piece of electrical 
equipment plugs into a supply of electricity 
or another piece of electrical equipment, it 
works by being connected to that supply of 
electricity or that piece of equipment 54 


plump up sth or plump sth up to make 
something [e.g. cushion, pillow] rounder and 
softer, especially by shaking it 37 

point to/towards sth if one thing points to 
something else, it makes it seem likely that it 
istrue 17 


point out sb/sth or point sb/sth out to 
highlight 33 

pop-up adverts n advertisements that open 
quickly on a computer screen in front of 
what you are working on 54 


pore over sth to study or look carefully 
at something, especially a book or a 
document 5, 32 


potter about/around (swh) British & Australian 
to spend time in a pleasant, relaxed way, often 
doing small jobs in or around the house 9 


predispose sb to/towards sth formal 
predisposing someone to something makes 
it more likely that that thing will happen 6 

preside over sth formal to be in charge 
of an event or situation and have official 
responsibility for it 6 

press on to continue doing something in a 
determined way 13, 19 


prey on sth to catch for food 47 


pride yourself on sth/doing sth (always 
reflexive) to be proud of a quality you have 
or of something you do 27, 40 


print off sth or print sth off to print a particular 
number of copies of something 6, 54 


profit from sth/doing sth to get an advantage 
from something 34 


prop up sth or prop sth up to make something 
stay in a particular position by putting 
something underneath or against it 25 

prop yourself up to support yourself by 
leaning on or against something 15 


provide for sth formal if a law or agreement 
provides for something, it allows it to 
happen or exist 53 


pull down sth or pull sth down to destroy a 
structure because it is not wanted anymore 47 


pull on sth to put on clothes quickly 38 


pull out to drive to a different part of the 
road, usually a part where the vehicles are 
travelling faster 50 


pull out all the stops to do everything you 
can 8 


pull out to move military troops to a different 
area 51 


pull over sb/sth or pull sb/sth over if the 
police pull someone who is driving a car 
over, they order them to drive the car to the 
side of the road and stop 50 


pull (sb) through (sth) to succeed in dealing 
with a difficult period of your life, or to help 
someone else to do this 27 

pull sth to to close a door or window by 
pulling it towards you 37 

pull up to move a piece of furniture [esp. 
chair] near to something or someone 37 

pull up sth or pull sth up to remove something 
from the ground 47 

pull your socks up to make an effort to 
improve 16 

push sb about/around/round to tell someone 
what to do in a rude or threatening way 20 

push on to continue travelling somewhere 46 

push over sb/sth or push sb/sth over to push 
someone or something so that they fall to 
the ground 20 

push through sth or push sth through to 
make a plan or suggestion be officially 
accepted 29 


push sth to to close a door or window by 
pushing it 37 

push up sth or push sth up to increase the 
amount, number, or value of something 26 


put aside sth/sb or push sth/sb to save 
money for a particular purpose 36 


put away sth or put sth away to put 
something in the place where it is usually 
kept 37 


put back sth or put sth back to change the 
date or time of an event so that it happens 
later than planned 16 


put sth behind sb if you put an unpleasant 
experience behind you, you forget it so that 
it does not affect your life 18 


put by sth or put sth by to save an amount of 
money in order to use it later 36 


put down sb or put sb down to put 
someone's name on a list or document, 
usually in order to arrange for them to do 
something 10 


put down sth or put sth down to kill an 
animal because it is very old or very ill 10 


put down sth or put sth down to use force to 
stop people opposing the government 51 


put down roots to settle down and make a 
relationship more permanent 8 


put sth down to sth to think that a problem or 
bad experience is caused by something else 17 


put forward sth or put sth forward to state 
an idea or opinion, or to suggest a plan, so 
that it can be considered or discussed 6 


put in a good word for someone to say good 
things about someone to people in authority 8 


put on sth or put sth on if a person or animal 
puts on weight, they become heavier 26, 55 


put sb on sth to give someone a particular 
type of medical treatment or food 43 


put out sth or put sth out to produce 
information [e.g. statement, warning, press 
release] and make it available for everyone 
to read or hear 6, 51, 53 

put out sth or put sth out to put something 
outside the house, especially so that it can 
be collected 37 

put sb through sth to pay for someone to 
study at college or university 32 

put sth to sb to ask someone a question, or 
to state an opinion to someone which they 
are likely to disagree with 45 
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put together sth or put sth together to 
prepare, or organise something 33 


put up sth or put sth up to fasten a piece of 
furniture [e.g. shelves, cupboard] to a wall or 
assemble something 37 


put up with sb/sth to tolerate unpleasant 
behaviour or an unpleasant situation 2 


ramble on to talk or write for a long time 
about things that are not interesting to other 
people 13 


rank (sth) among sth to have a particular 
position in a list that has been arranged in 
order of quality 25 


read on to continue reading and read the next 
part of something 13 


read up on sb/sth to do background reading 
on 33 


reason with sb to try to persuade someone 
not to do something stupid by giving them 
good reasons not to 29 


rebound on sb if a negative action rebounds 
on someone, it has a bad effect on the 
person who did it and they do not achieve 
what they were trying to achieve 17 


reduce sth to sth to destroy something that 
has been built [e.g. building, city] 49 


reel off sth or reel sth off to say a long list of 
things quickly and without stopping 45 

refer to sb/sth if writing or information refers 
to someone or something, it describes or is 
about that person or thing 34 


reflect on sth slightly formal to think very hard 
about something, or to express your thoughts 
about something in what you say or write 24 


relate to sth to be connected to a particular 
subject, or to be about a particular subject 34 


rely on sth/sb to need something or someone 
in order to survive, be successful, or work 
correctly 13 


remind sb of sb/sth to cause someone to 
think of someone or something 18 


rent out sth or rent sth out if you rent out 
something that you own [e.g. house], you 
allow someone to pay you money so that 
they can use it 36 


resign yourself to sth to accept that something 
we do not want to happen will happen 28 

resort to sth/doing sth to do something bad in 
order to achieve what you want, often because 
itis the only thing you can do to achieve it 28 
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result in sth to cause something to happen, 
or to make a situation exist 17, 34 


rev up sth or rev sth up to make a vehicle's 
engine work faster while the vehicle is not 
moving 50 

be riddled with sth be full of something, 
especially something bad or unpleasant 5, 28 


ride on sth if something important [e.g. 
reputation, money] rides on something else, 
it depends on it 13 


rise above sth to not allow something bad 
that is happening or being done to you to 
upset you or to affect your behaviour 27 


roll about/around informal to laugh a lot 
about something 9 


roll in if money or requests for money [e.g. 
bills] roll in, they arrive in large numbers 36 


roll in if bad weather [e.g. clouds, fog] rolls in, 
it appears in large amounts 48 


Roll on sth! British informal something that 
you say in order to show that you are looking 
forward to a time or event 30 


roll out sth or roll sth out to make a new 
product, service or system available for the 
first time 53 


roll (sb/sth) over to turn from lying on one 
side of your body to the other side, or to 
make someone or something turn from one 
side to the other 1 


roll up to arrive at a particular place or event, 
usually late 42 


roll up sth or roll sth up to fold the edges of 
a piece of clothing that you are wearing [e.g. 
sleeves, trousers] in order to make them 
shorter 38 


be rooted in sth to be based on, or caused 
by 17 

root out sth/sb or root sth/sb out informal to 
search and find something or someone that 
is difficult to find 51 


rough out sth or rough sth out if you rough 
out a drawing or an idea, you draw or write 
the main parts of it without showing the 
details 24 


round down sth or round sth down to 
decrease a number to the nearest whole 
amount 26 

round off sth or round sth off to do 
something as a way of finishing an event or 
activity in a satisfactory way 12, 33 


round on sb to suddenly turn and attack 
someone, or shout at them angrily 20 


round up sb/sth or round sb/sth up to find 
and gather together a group of people or 
animals 25 


round up sth or round sth up to increase a 
number to the nearest whole amount 26 


rule out sth or rule sth out to say no to 
something 23 


run about/around to run and play 9 


run around/round after sb informal to do 
a lot of things for someone else, especially 
when they should be able to do more for 
themselves 9, 31 


run away with sb if something [e.g. 
emotions, imagination, enthusiasm] runs 
away with someone, it makes them do or 
think stupid things 41 


run-down adj shabby, in disrepair 49 


run into sth if you run into difficulties or 
problems, you begin to experience them 28 


run out if a supply of something runs out, there 
is none left because it has all been used 19 


run over to continue past the expected 
finishing time 7 

run over sb/sth or run sb/sth over to hit 
someone or something with a vehicle and 
drive over them, injuring or killing them 7 


run over sth to quickly read something or 
repeat something in order to remember it or 
to make sure that it is correct 7 


run rings round to outwit and be cleverer 
than people 8 


run through sth if you run through money, 
you spend a lot of it very quickly 36 


run through sth to explain or read something 
to someone quickly 45 


safeguard against sth to do things that 
you hope will stop something unpleasant 
happening 28 

sail through (sth) to succeed very easily, 
especially in a test, examination etc. 5, 27, 32 


be sandwiched between sb/sth informal 
to be in a small space in the middle of two 
people or things 7 

scrape by to manage to live when you do not 
have much money 36 

scrape through (sth) to manage with a lot 
of difficulty to succeed in something [e.g. 
exam] 32 


Scream out (sth) or scream (sth) out to 
suddenly shout something in a loud voice, 
especially to get someone's attention 14 


screw up sb or screw sb up informal to make 
someone feel confused or unhappy about 
themselves and their life 40 


scroll down/up to move text or other 
information on a computer screen, in order 
to view a different part of it 6 


see about sth to deal with something, or to 
arrange for something to be done 25 


see sth through to continue doing a job or 
activity until it is finished, especially when it 
is difficult 31 

seize up if part of your body or a machine 
seizes up, it stops moving or working in the 
normal way 54 


sell up (sth) or sell (sth) up British & Australian 
to sell your house or business in order to go 
somewhere else or do something else 6 


send in sb or send sb in to send a group of 
people with special skills [e.g. police, troops] 
to deal with a difficult situation 1, 51 

send out sth or send sth out if a plant sends out 
something [e.g. roots, shoots], it grows 47 


send out for sth to telephone a restaurant and 
ask for food to be delivered to your home 55 


separate off sth or separate sth off to remove 
something from a large group of things 25 


separate out sb/sth or separate sb/sth out 
to divide a group of people or things into 
smaller groups 25 


serve up sth or serve sth up to put food on 
plates and in dishes for people to eat 55 


set aside sth or set sth aside to use 
something, especially time, for one purpose 
and no other purpose 16 

set back sb/sth or set sb/sth back to make 
something happen more slowly, or to make 
something happen later than it should 
happen 16 

set sb back (sth) informal to cost someone a 
particular amount of money, usually a large 
amount of money 36 

be set back if a building is set back, itis a 
little distance from the road 49 

setin if something unpleasant sets in, it 
begins and seems likely to continue 3, 11 

set off sth or set sth off to make something 
look attractive, usually by providing a very 
different colour 49 
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set (sth/sb) on sb to attack someone, or to make 
a person or animal attack someone 3, 20 


set out to begin something with a specific 
aim 33 


set up (sth) or set (sth) up to get all the 
necessary equipment ready for a particular 
activity 54 

set up sth or set sth up to make arrangements 
so that something can happen or exist 15 


set up sb or set sb up to give someone the 
money that they need to start a business 35 


settle in (sth/swh) or settle (sb) in to begin to 
feel relaxed and happy in new surroundings 37 


settle for to agree to something which isn't 
your first choice 23 


settle on sth to agree on something 23 


shake off sb or shake sb off to succeed in 
escaping from someone who is following 
you 12 


shake up sb or shake sb up if an unpleasant 
experience shakes someone up, it makes 
them feel shocked and upset 41 


shake-up n when big changes are made to an 
organisation in order to improve it 1 


share out sth or share sth out to divide 
something into smaller amounts and give one 
amount to each person or thing in a group 14 


shine through (sth) if a quality that someone 
has shines through or shines through 
something, that quality is very easily 
noticed 40 


shoot down sb/sth or shoot sb/sth down 
informal to criticise someone's ideas or 
suggestions and refuse to consider them 6 


shoot down sb/sth or shoot sb/sth down to 
destroy an aircraft or make it fall to the 
ground by firing bullets or weapons at it 51 


shoot off British & Australian informal to leave 
somewhere very quickly 42 


shoot up if the number, amount, or rate 
of something shoots up, it increases very 
quickly 7 

shore up sth or shore sth up to strengthen 
or improve an organisation, agreement, or 
system that is not working effectively or that 
is likely to fail 15 

shout down sb or shout sb down to shout 
in order to prevent someone who is saying 
something that you disagree with from being 
heard 10 
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shout out (sth) or shout (sth) out to 
suddenly shout something in a loud voice, 
especially to get someone's attention 14 


Shove off! something that you say when you 
are angry to tell someone to go away 12 


show in sb or show sb in to lead a visitor into 
a room where they have arranged to meet or 
wait for someone 11 


show off to show someone or something that 
you are proud of to a group of people 12 


show up if something shows up, it can be 
seen clearly or easily 15 


shrug off sth or shrug sth off to not 
worry about something and treat it as 
unimportant 12 


shut down (sth) or shut (sth) down if a 
machine shuts down or someone shuts it 
down, it stops operating 10 


shutdown n when a factory or business closes 
and stops working 1 


shut out sth or shut sth out to prevent a 
sound or light from being heard or seen 21 


shut (sb) up to stop talking or making a noise, 
orto make someone do this 30 


Shut up! to tell someone to stop talking 30 


side against sb to oppose a person or group 
in an argument 22 


side with sb to support a person or group in 
an argument 22 


sift through sth to examine a large collection 
of something, especially papers, usually in 
order to discover something or to decide 
what is important 25 


sign over sth or sign sth over to give 
someone else your property or legal 
rights to something by signing an official 
document 53 

sign up sb or sign sb up to arrange for 
someone to sign a document stating that 
they will work for you 35 


single out sb/sth or single sb/sth out to 
choose one person or thing from a large 
group in order to criticise or praise them 29 

size up sb/sth or size sb/sth up to carefully 
examine a situation or person in order to 
make a judgement 29 

sketch out sth or sketch sth out to roughly 
plan something 33 

skim through sth to read quickly without 
studying the details 32 


skirt around/round sth to avoid discussing a 
difficult subject or problem 9 


slam down sth or slam sth down to put 
something down with a lot of force 10 


sleep off sth or sleep sth off to sleep until you 
feel better, especially after too much alcohol 42 


slice up sth or slice sth up to cut or divide 
something into parts 55 


slim down (sth) or slim (sth) down to become 
smaller in size, often by employing fewer 
people, or to make something smaller 26 

slip away if a period of time slips away, it 
seems to pass quickly 16 

slog away informal to keep working very 
hard, usually for a long time 31 


smarten up (sb/sth) or smarten sb/sth up to 
make a person or a place look tidier 37 


smash up sth or smash sth up to badly 
damage or destroy something by hitting it 
many times 20 


smooth down sth or smooth sth down to 
press your hair or your clothes with your 
hands in order to make them flat 38 


smooth over sth or smooth sth over to 
settle a disagreement so that it's no longer a 
problem 23 


smooth over sth or smooth sth over to 
make a disagreement or problem seem less 
serious or more easy to deal with, especially 
by talking to the people involved in it 28 


snap out of sth informal to force yourself to 
stop feeling sad and upset 41 


be snowed under informal to have so much 
work that you have problems dealing with it 32 


oak up sth or soak sth up to enjoy the effects 
of an experience 49 


soak up sth or soak sth up if a dry substance 
soaks up a liquid, it absorbs it 55 


soldier on to continue doing something, 
although it is difficult or unpleasant 7 


sort out sth or sort sth out to successfully deal 
with a problem or difficult situation 2, 14 


sort out sth or sort sth out to arrange or 
organise things which are untidy 14 


sound out sb/sth or sound sb/sth out to talk 
to someone in order to discover what they 
think about an idea or plan 45, 51 

space out sth or space sth out to arrange 
things so that there is enough space or time 
between them 16, 25 


spill out (sth) or spill (sth) out if you spill 
out an emotion or if emotion spills out, 
you express it, usually by talking in an 
uncontrolled way 41 


spill over if a bad situation or problem spills 
over, it begins to have an unpleasant effect 
on another situation or group of people 28 


spill over (sth) ifthe liquid in a container spills 
over, it flows over the edge of the container 55 


spin out sth or spin sth out to make something 
continue for as long as possible 16 


split off to stop belonging to a particular group 
or political party and form a separate one 12 
split up (sth) or split (sth) up to divide 
into smaller parts or groups, or to divide 
something into smaller parts or groups 15 


spread out sth or spread sth out to open 
something that is folded [e.g. map, towel] 
and put it down flat on a surface 14 


spread out sth or spread sth out if you 
spread out your arms, legs, or fingers, you 
stretch them so that there are wide spaces 
between them 44 


spring sth on sb to tell someone some news 
that surprises them 13 

spring up if something springs up, it suddenly 
appears or begins to exist 19 

sprout up if a large number of things sprout up, 
they suddenly appear or begin to exist 19 


spur on sb or spur sb on to encourage someone 
to try harder in order to achieve something 7 


spy on sb/sth to watch secretly in order to 
discover information about them 52 


square up informal to pay someone the money 
you owe them 6, 36 


squash (sb) in to manage to get yourself or 
someone else into a very small space, or 
place that is full of people 11 


squash up if people who are sitting or standing 
together squash up, they move closer together 
in order to make space for someone else 46 


stack up if aircraft stack up, they fly over an 
airport at different heights waiting to be told 
they can land 50 

stack up sth or stack sth up to arrange things 
in a tall pile 25 

stake sth on sth/doing sth to risk losing 
money or harming something important 
[e.g. reputation] if a plan does not 
succeed 36 
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stake out sth or stake sth out if the police 
or reporters stake out a building where 
someone is living or hiding, they watch the 
building continuously in order to see who is 
leaving or entering it 51 


stand back to move a short distance away 
from something or someone 46 


stand by to do nothing to prevent something 
unpleasant from happening 7 


standby n a person or thing that can be used 
if someone or something else is not available 
or cannot be used 1,3 


stand for sth if a group of people stand for 
a set of ideas, they support those ideas, or 
if something stands for a particular idea, it 
represents that idea 22 


stand-off n when two groups fail to reach an 
agreement in talks 3 


stand up to rise from a sitting or lying position 
to a standing position 1 


stand up if an idea or claim stands up, it is 
proved to be correct when it is examined 
carefully 15 


start sb off to help someone to start an 
activity, especially a piece of work 12 


to start with to begin 33 


start-up n when a business or organisation is 
created and starts to operate 3 


steal away to leave a place quietly without 
anyone knowing 46 


steam up (sth) or steam (sth) up if a glass 
surface steams up, or if something steams 
it up, it becomes covered with very small 
drops of water 48 

be steeped in sth to have a lot of (particularly 
tradition or history) 49 

stem from sth if a problem or difficult situation 
stems from something, it is caused by it 17 

step aside to leave a job or position, especially 
so that someone else can do it 31 

stick by sth to continue to support or use a 
decision, opinion, or plan 22 

stick out sth or stick sth out to push part of 
your body forward or out from the rest of 
your body 44 

stick up if part of something sticks up, it comes 
up above the surface of something, or it points 
upwards 15 

stick up for sth to defend or fight for something 
important [e.g. rights] 22 
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stick with sb if something sticks with you, 
you remember it 18 


stir up sth or stir sth up if something stirs up 
memories, it makes you remember events 
in the past, usually ones that make you feel 
sad 18 


store up sth or store sth up to remember 
things, usually so that you can tell people 
about them later 18 


storm out to leave a place in an angry way 48 

stow away to hide on a ship, aircraft, or other 
vehicle, in order to travel secretly or without 
paying 3, 50 

stowaway n a person who stows away 3, 50 


straighten up sth or straighten sth up to 
make a place tidy 37 


stream into swh to move continuously in one 
direction, especially if a lot of people do this 
atthe same time 5 


stretch out if an area of land stretches out, it 
continues over a long distance 49 


stretch out sth or stretch sth out to hold a part 
of your body straight out in front of you 44 


strike back (at) to attack someone who has 
attacked you 1, 20 


strike out to start doing something that you 
have not done before 7 


strike up sth to start a conversation or 
relationship with someone 39 


stumble on sth/sb to find or meet by chance 46 


succeed in sth/doing sth to achieve something 
that you have been trying to get or do 27 


suck up to sb informal to try to make 
someone who is in a position of authority 
like you by doing and saying things that will 
please them 39 

sum up (sth/sb) or sum (sth/sb) up to 
describe briefly the most important facts or 
characteristics of something or someone 6 


sum up sb/sth or sum sth/sb up if something 
sums up someone or something, it 
represents the most typical qualities of that 
person orthing 34 


summon up sth or summon sth up if 
something summons up a memory or an 
image, it makes you remember something or 
think about something 18 

summon up sth or summon sth up to 
try hard to find a particular quality [e.g. 
courage, energy] in yourself because you 
need it in order to do something 41 


swear by sth to believe that something is very 
effective and that it will always work well 22 


sweep aside sth or sweep sth aside to refuse 
to think about something or let it affect your 
performance 7 


swing around/round to suddenly turn around 
so that you can see someone or something 
behind you 44 


switch around/round to move two or more 
things, so that each of them is now in the 
place that one of the others was in before 9 


switch off to stop giving your attention to 
something or someone 12 


tail off to decrease in amount or level 26 


take sb aback if something takes you aback, 
you are very surprised by it 60 


take along sb/sth or take sb/sth along to 
take someone or something with you when 
you go somewhere 60 


take away sb or take sb away to take someone 
with you when you stay somewhere for a short 
time 60 


take away sth or take sth away if you take 
away something [e.g. memory, impression, 
message] from an event or performance, you 
remember or think about that thing after the 
event or performance has finished 60 


take away from sth to make something seem 
less good or successful 60 


Take it away! something that you say in musical 
contexts to tell someone to start playing or 
singing 30, 60 

take down sth or take sth down to remove 
a large temporary structure from a place by 
separating it into pieces and taking the pieces 
away 60 


take down sth or take sth down to write 
something, especially something that 
someone says 10 

take off if an aircraft, bird, or insect takes 
off, it moves from the ground and begins 
to fly 60 

take off sth or take sth off to spend time 
away from your work 60 

take sb off sth to stop giving someone a 
particular type of medical treatment or 
food 60 

take sb off sth to stop someone doing a 
particular task 60 


take-off n imitation 60 


take on sth or take sth on to accept a particular 
job or responsibility and begin to do what is 
needed 6 


take out sb or take sb out to go somewhere 
and do something with someone, usually 
something that you have planned or paid 
for 42, 60 


take out sb/sth or take sb/sth out to kill 
someone, or to destroy something 60 


take sth out of sb informal to make someone 
feel very tired 43 


take over sth or take sth over to get control 
of a company by buying most of its shares 
(= the equal parts into which the ownership 
of the company is divided) 6 


take over sth or take sth over to get control 
of an area of land or a political organisation, 
usually by using force 47 


take the sting out of something to make 
something that is unpleasant less so 8 


take up sth or take sth up to start doing a 
particular job or activity 32 


take up sth or take sth up to shorten a piece 
of clothing [e.g. skirt, trousers] 38 


take up sth (with) or take sth up (with) to 
discuss something or deal with something 60 


take up sth or take sth up to use a particular 
amount of time, space or effort 60 


talk at sb totalkto someone without listening 
to them or allowing them to speak 45 


talk sb out of sth to persuade someone not 
to do something 23 


talk round sb or talk sb round to convince 
somebody to agree to your idea or opinion 
through a long discussion 23 


talk through sth or talk sth through to discuss 
all the details of something so that you can 
understand it or make a decision about it 24 


tend towards sth to be likely to choose a 
particular thing 29 


tense up if you tense up or your muscles 
tense up, your muscles stiffen because you 
are not relaxed 44 


test out sth or test sth out to test a theory 
or new idea by seeing how it works in a 
practical situation or by finding out what 
other people think of it 14 


thaw out if someone thaws out, they become 
warmer after they have been outside and 
have got very cold 44 
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thin out if a large number of people or things 
thin out, they become fewer in number 26 


think through sth or think sth through to 
plan carefully 33 


think up sth or think sth up to create an 
idea or plan by using your imagination and 
intelligence 24 


thrash out sth or thrash sth out to discuss a 
problem, idea, or plan in detail until you find 
a solution, reach an agreement, or make a 
decision 24 


throw off sth or throw sth off to succeed in 
getting rid of a slight illness 43 


throw out sth or throw sth out if people in 
authority throw out a plan or idea [e.g. bill, 
proposal] they refuse to accept or use it 53 


throw the baby out with the bathwater to 
get rid of the good parts of something as 
well as the bad parts 8 


tick off sb or tick sb off British & Australian to 
tell someone that they have done something 
wrong and that you are angry about it 12 


tick off sth or tick sth off to mark something 
with a tick 32 


tie back sth or tie sth back to fasten 
something that usually hangs down [esp. 
hair] so that it is fixed in position and not 
hanging down 2, 38 

tie down sth/sb or tie sth/sb down to fasten 
something or someone in a particular 
position, especially by using ropes 10 

tie sb down to stop someone from being free 
to do what they want to do 10, 29 


tighten up sth or tighten sth up to make 
rules more limiting and more difficult to 
avoid 53 


tire out sb or tire sb out to make someone 
very tired 43 


tired out adj completely exhausted 4 


toss (sb) for sth to decide which person or 
team can do something or have something by 
throwing a coin in the air and guessing which 
side of the coin will be on top when it lands 29 


toss-up ninformal a situation in which two 
people or things seem equally likely to be 
chosen or two possible results seem equally 
likely to happen 3 


toughen up to become stronger and more 
able to deal with problems, or to make 
someone become this way 40 


English Phrasal Verbs in Use Advanced 


toughen up sth or toughen sth up to make 
rules more limiting and more difficult to 
avoid 53 


toy with sth to consider something or doing 
something, but not in a very serious way and 
without making a decision 29 


trail off to gradually become quieter and then 
stop 21 


treat sb to sth to buy or pay for something for 
someone else 42 


trip over (sth) to fall or almost fall because 
you have accidentally hit your foot against 
something while walking or running 46 


tune into sth to turn on the radio or television 
in order to listen to or watch a particular 
programme 54 


turn (sb) against sth/sb to decide not to like 
or agree with someone or something, or to 
make someone do this 41 


turn around/round (sb/sth) or turn (sth/sb) 
around/round to turn so that you are facing 
the opposite direction, or to make someone 
or something do this 9, 44 


turn around/round sth or turn sth around 
change an unsuccessful business, plan or 
system so that it becomes successful 9 


turn away sb or turn sb away to refuse to 
allow someone to enter a place, usually 
because there is no more space 42 


turn down sth or turn sth down to reduce 
the amount of sound or heat that is 
produced by a device [e.g. television, radio, 
oven] 10 


turn out sth or turn sth out if a company or 
business turns out something, they make or 
produce it 35 


turn over sth or turn sth over if a business or 
a company turns over an amount of money, 
it makes that amount in a particular period 
oftime 6, 35 


turn up the heat to make a relationship more 
intense 8 

typein to write something using a 
computer 54 

type up sth ortype sth up to rewrite in full 
using a computer 33 

upkeep n keeping a building in good condition, 
usually by providing money to repair it 59 

uptake n the number of people who have 
committed themselves to something 60 


usher in sth formal if an event ushers in 
a period of time in which new things or 
changes happen, it is at the beginning of 
that period or it causes those things to 
happen 11 


vote on sth to make a decision about 
something [e.g. proposal, motion] by counting 
the number of people for and against it 53 

vouch for sb to say that you know someone 
and that you can promise that they have a 
good character or good skills 40 


Wake up! informal something you say to tell 
someone to listen to what you are saying 
when they have not been listening 30 


wake up to the fact to be realistic 8 


walk away to stop being involved in a 
situation that is difficult to deal with or that 
does not give you any advantages 28 


walk in on sb to go into a room and see what 
someone is doing when they did not want 
anyone to see them 46 


walk-on adj a walk-on part in a play is a very 
small part with no words for the actor to 
speak 3 


walk out to stop working because of a 
disagreement with your employer 3, 51 


walkout n when workers stop working because 
of a disagreement with their employer 3 


want for formal if someone does not want for 
anything, they have everything they need in 
order to have a satisfactory life 6 


want out informal to want to leave a place 14 
warm to sb to start to like someone 39 


warm up to prepare your body muscles for 
a physical activity by stretching and doing 
simple exercises 44 

warm up (sth) or warm (sth) up if an engine 
or machine warms up, or if you warm it up, 
it starts working so that it becomes warm 
enough to work well 54 


warm up sb or warm sb up to make a group of 
people who are going to watch a performance 
start to enjoy themselves by entertaining them 
for a short time before the performance 7 


warm up sth or warm sth up to heat food 
that has already been cooked 7 


warm-up n when a performer makes a 
group of people who are going to watch a 
performance start to enjoy themselves by 
entertaining them for a short time before the 
performance 3 


wash away sth or wash sth away if water 
[e.g. rain, flood] washes something away, it 
carries it away 47 


wash down sth or wash sth down to clean a 
large object or surface [e.g. floor, walls] with 
aliquid 37 

wash down sth or wash sth down to drink 
something while you are eating food 
or taking medicine in order to help you 
swallow it 55 


washed out adj if someone looks washed out, 
they look tired, pale and ill 43 


waste away to gradually get thinner and 
weaker, usually because of illness 44 


Watch out! something you say to tell 
someone to be careful so that they can avoid 
danger or an accident 30 


watch over sb/sth to protect or take care of a 
person or animal 47 


water down sth or water sth down to add 
water to a drink, especially an alcoholic 
drink 10, 55 


water down sth or water sth down to 
make an idea or opinion less strong in 
order to make more people agree with 
it, or to make a plan or suggestion more 
acceptable 10, 55 


watered-down adj when something is made 
less strong in order to make people agree 
with it 4 

wear out (sth) or wear (sth) out touse 
something so much that it becomes weak or 
damaged and cannot be used any more, or 
to become weak and damaged in this way 4 


wear out sb or wear sb out to make someone 
very tired 1, 43 

weigh up sth or weigh sth up to thinking 
about something carefully, comparing 33 

whip up sth to try to make people feel 
strongly about something 51 

whittle away sth or whittle sth away or 
whittle away at sth to gradually reduce the 
size or importance of something until it does 
not exist any more 19 

win back sb/sth or win sb/sth back to 
persuade customers to return to using your 
company rather than competing companies 
because your company has improved 27 

win out if a particular emotion or type of 
behaviour wins out, it is stronger than other 
emotions or types of behaviour 27 
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win round sb or win sb round to get other 
people to agree with your idea after a long 
discussion or argument 23 


win through to finally succeed after trying 
hard to achieve something 27 


wind up (sth) or wind (sth) up to finish an 
activity 19 

wipe off sth or wipe sth off to remove 
information stored on part of a computer 
[esp. memory, hard drive] 54 


wipe out sb or wipe sb out informal to make 
someone extremely tired 43 


wipe out sth or wipe sth out to destroy or 
get rid of something 20 


wire up sth/sb or wire sth/sb up to connect 
something or someone to a piece of electrical 
equipment by using electrical wires 54 


witter on British informal to talk for a long 
time about unimportant things 45 


wolf down sth or wolf sth down to eat 
something very quickly because you are very 
hungry 55 

work around/round sth to organise activities 
to ensure that a problem does not prevent 
you from doing what you want to do 9 


work yourself into sth to make yourself 
become very angry or upset 41 


work off sth or work sth off to do something 
energetic to stop yourself becoming fat after 
eating a lot of food 12 


work off sth or work sth off to reduce the 
size of a debt, either by earning money to 
pay for it or by working for the person you 
owe money to 36 


work out sth or work sth out to think 
carefully about how you are going to 
do something and to make a plan or 
decision 1, 29 


worked up adj if you are worked-up, you 
feel very upset, nervous or excited about 
something 4 

worm sth out of sb to manage to get 
information from someone which they are 
trying to keep secret 51 

worn-out adj weak and damaged through 
much use 1,4 

wrap up sth or wrap sth up to complete an 
activity, especially successfully 15 

wring sth out of sb to force or persuade 
someone to give you money or 
information 45 
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write out sth or write sth out to write (or 
rewrite) in full 33 


write up sth or write sth up to write 
something on paper or on a computer in a 
complete or final form, often using notes you 
have made 15, 51 


yell out (sth) or yell (sth) out to suddenly 
shout something in a loud voice, especially 
to get someone's attention 14 


zip along (sth) informal to move very 
quickly 46 

zip up sth or zip sth up to fasten a piece 
of clothing by using its zip (7 a long metal 
or plastic fastener), or to help someone 
close the zip on a piece of clothing they are 
wearing 38 
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GE Using this book 


Why was this book written? 


It was written to help you take your knowledge of idioms to a more advanced level. The ability to use 
idioms accurately and appropriately is an indicator that you have a truly advanced level of English, 
and so this book pays attention to the productive use of idioms as well as to the comprehension 

of their meaning. Many of you will have already worked with English Idioms in Use Intermediate, 

and this book builds on the work done there. However, it does not matter if you have gained your 
knowledge of idioms in a different way. We do not assume that you have used English Idioms in Use 
Intermediate, although we do present and practise different idioms from those that were presented 
in the lower-level book. 


How were the idioms in this book selected? 


The idioms which are presented in this book were mainly selected from those identified as significant 
by the CANCODE corpus of spoken English, developed at the University of Nottingham in association 
with Cambridge University Press, and the Cambridge International Corpus of written and spoken 
English (now known as the Cambridge English Corpus). The idioms selected are all also to be found 
in the Cambridge Advanced Learner's Dictionary 4^ Edition, where you can find additional usage notes 
and examples. You can search this dictionary online by going to the following website: 


http://dictionary.cambridge.org 


How is the book organised? 


The book has 60 two-page units. The left-hand page explains the idioms that are presented in the 
unit. You will usually find an explanation of the meaning of the idiom, an example of it in use and, 
where appropriate, some comments on when and how it is used. The exercises on the right-hand 
page check that you have understood the information on the left-hand page and give you practice in 
using the material presented. 


The units are organised into seven sections: 


Learning about idioms (Units 1-8) gives important information relating to idioms in general, such as 
what they are and how to use them accurately. 


Types of idiom (Units 9-13) looks at some different types of idiom, dealing with such areas as Similes 
and idioms from other languages. 


Idioms from the topic area of ... (Units 14-24) focuses on idioms originating from different topic 
areas. For example, a great many idioms in English are based on sailing, a result of Britain's history 
as an island with a strong dependence on the sea. This section therefore opens with a unit dealing 
with idioms originating from the topic area of Sailing. Other units in this section deal with, for 
example, idioms based on Parts of the body, Games and sport and Literature. Many of us find it 
interesting to learn about the origins of idioms, and studying them in this way can also help to fix 
their meaning in your memory. 


Idioms to talk about ... (Units 25-38) focuses on the topic areas where certain idioms are frequently 
used. For instance, there are units dealing with idioms used when talking about Money, about Society 
or about Problems. 


Idioms used in ... (Units 39-41) looks at three types of writing where distinct types of idioms are 
used - Journalism, Advertising and Formal writing. 


Idioms used in conversation (Units 42-47) presents idioms used in conversations from a functional 
point of view. For example, there are units dealing with Telling stories, Agreeing and disagreeing and 
Emphasising. 

Idioms using these keywords (Units 48-60) groups idioms according to the keywords that they centre 
on. Unit 53, for instance, presents and practises idioms using the word hand, while Unit 59 focuses 
on idioms using the verb fall. 
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The book also contains a key and an index, listing the idioms we deal with and indicating the units 
where they can be found. 


How should I use this book? 


We strongly recommend that you do the first two units in the book first - What are idioms? and When 
and how are idioms used? - as these give you basic information that underpins all the other units. 
After that, you may work on the units in any order that you prefer. 


What else do I need in order to work with this book? 


You need a notebook or file so that you can write down the idioms that you study in the book as well 
as any others that you come across elsewhere. 


You also need to have access to a good dictionary. We strongly recommend the Cambridge Advanced 
Learner's Dictionary, as this gives you exactly the kind of information that you need to have about 
idioms. Your teacher, however, may also be able to recommend other dictionaries that you may 

find useful. 


So all that remains is to say if you want to stand out from the crowd (Unit 40), start studying the 
idioms in this book. There's no time like the present! (Unit 40). We hope you'll find this an enjoyable 
and useful way to keep up and extend your knowledge of English idioms in use. 
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What are idioms? 


Formulaic language 
Idioms are a type of formulaic language. Formulaic language consists of fixed expressions 
which you learn and understand as units rather than as individual words, for example: 


type of formulaic language examples 


greetings and good wishes Hi there! See you soon! Happy birthday! 


prepositional phrases at the moment, in a hurry, from time to time 


sayings, proverbs and quotations It's a small world! Don't put all your eggs in one basket. To be or 


not to be - that is the question. 


compounds car park, bus stop, home-made 


phrasal verbs take off, look after, turn down 


collocations blonde hair, deeply disappointed 


Idioms 
Idioms are fixed combinations of words whose meaning is often difficult to guess from the 
meaning of each individual word. 


For example, if | say ‘I put my foot in it the other day at Linda's house - | asked her if she 
was going to marry Simon’, what does it mean? If you do not know that put your foot in 
it means say something accidentally which upsets or embarrasses someone, it is difficult to 
know exactly what the sentence means. It has a non-literal or idiomatic meaning. 


Idioms are constructed in different ways, and this book gives you practice in a wide variety 
of types of idiom. Here are some examples: 


Tim took a shine to [immediately liked] his teacher. (verb + object + preposition) 

The band's number one hit was just a flash in the pan [something that happens only once] 
(idiomatic noun phrase) 

Little Jimmy has been as quiet as a mouse [extremely quiet] all day. (simile. See Unit 9 for 
more similes.) 

We arrived safe and sound [safely]. (binomial. See Unit 10 for more binomials.) 


Idioms are often based on everyday things and ideas, for example, the human body: 
Mark and Alistair don't see eye to eye. [don't agree with each other] 


How can I use idioms? 

Many idioms are quite informal, so use them carefully. You will need to be able to 
understand a lot of idioms if you want to read English fiction, newspapers or magazines, 
or understand TV shows, films and songs. People also often use idioms for humour or to 
comment on themselves, other people and situations. 


You will sound more natural and fluent if you can use idioms in everyday conversation or 
informal writing. Be careful not to use too many, though! 


Language 


The words and word order of idioms are usually fixed, and we cannot change them in 
any way. For example, we cannot say gave a shine to or sound and safe. 
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1.1 


1.2 


1.3 


1.4 


Exercises 


Read the beginning of this story and label the type of formulaic language used in the 
words in bold. Use the information in A opposite to help you. 


Underline the seven idioms in the rest of the story you read in 1.1. 


Choose the correct answer. 


1 His first novel was just a) a flash in a pan  b)aflash ofthe pan c) a flash in the pan. 
2 | think Philip has a) given ashineto b)takenashineto c) gota shine to his new babysitter. 
3 | hope you have a good trip and come home a) safely and soundly b) sound and safe 
C) safe and sound. 
4 Ohdear! | think I’ve a) had a footin it b) put myfootinit c) got my foot in it! 
5 Kate is really noisy, but her best friend is a) as quietas a cat b) as quiet as a mouse 
C) as quiet like a mouse. 


Look at these newspaper headlines. Each one has an idiom based on a part of the 
human body. What do you think they mean? Choose the correct answer. 


University goes cap in hand to " 
finance minister 
Ero | pem 


1 Auniversity a) apologises to the minister b) asks the minister for financial help 
C) awards the minister a great honour. 
2 An airline a) has refused to pay the costs b) sends the bill to someone else 
C) will pay the costs. 
3 Rita Soraz is a) loved by everyone in Hollywood b) hated by everyone in Hollywood 
c) missed by everyone in Hollywood. 
4 The government is a) refusing to face a difficult situation b) about to resign 
c) making unpopular plans. 
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When and how are idioms used? 


Idioms and change 

Idioms frequently change in English. Although many idioms last for a long time, some 
disappear very quickly. Therefore, some idioms that were popular 50 years ago may sound 
very old-fashioned and odd today. For example, the idiom as stiff / straight as a ramrod 
[sitting or standing with a very straight and stiff back] is not frequently used nowadays. It is 
therefore important to be careful if you learn an idiom from, say, an older novel, as it may 
sound unnatural if you use it in your own speech or writing. In this book we focus only on 
up-to-date idioms which are still commonly used. 


What are idioms used for? 

* For emphasis, e.g. ‘The singer's second album sank like a stone. [failed completely] 

* Toagree with a previous speaker, e.g. 

A: Did you notice how Lisa started listening when you said her name? 
B: Yes, that certainly made her prick her ears up. [start listening carefully] 

* To comment on people, e.g. ‘Did you hear Tom has been invited for dinner with the 
prime minister? He's certainly gone up in the world!’ [gained a better social position - or 
more money - than before] 

* To comment on a situation, e.g. ‘The new finance minister wants to knock the economy 
into shape? [take action to get something into a good condition] 

* Tomake an anecdote more interesting, e.g. ‘It was just one disaster after another today, 
a sort of domino effect. [when something, usually bad, happens and causes a series of other 
things to happen] 

* Tocatch the reader's eye. Idioms - particularly those with strong images - are often 
used in headlines, advertising slogans and the names of small businesses. The writer 
may play with the idiom or make a pun (a joke involving a play on words) in order to 
create a special effect, e.g. a debt of dishonour instead of the usual debt of honour. [a 
debt that you owe someone for moral rather than financial reasons] 

* Toindicate membership of a particular group, e.g. surfers drop in on someone, 
meaning to get on a wave another surfer is already on. This kind of group-specific idiom 
is outside the focus of this book. 


Where will you see or hear idioms? 

You will see and hear idioms in all sorts of speaking and writing. They are particularly 
common in everyday conversation and in popular journalism. For example, they are often 
found in magazine horoscopes, e.g. You'll spend much of this week licking your wounds 
[trying to recover from a bad experience], or in problem pages, e.g. ‘Do you think that my 
relationship has run its course?' [come to a natural end] However, idioms are also used in 
more formal contexts, such as lectures, academic essays and business reports, e.g. ‘It is 
hoped the regulations will open the door to better management: [let something new start] 
See Unit 41 for more idioms used in formal writing. 


Language help 


Look out for idioms being used in headlines and advertisements. Make a note of any 
interesting examples that you find. 
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2.1 


2.2 


2.3 


2.4 


Exercises 


Are these sentences true or false? If the answer is false, say why. 


Few idioms stay in frequent usage for a long time. 

Your English may sound unnatural if you use certain idioms. 
Idioms can be used for dramatic effect. 

Idioms are frequently used to comment on people and situations. 
Headline writers always use idioms in their correct form. 

Idioms are only used in some types of speaking and writing. 
Newspapers and magazines are a good place to find idioms in use. 
Idioms are not used in academic writing. 


oo NoN 4» C) N20 FE 


Complete each idiom. 


1 Myessayis really not very good. Could you please help me knock it into 


2t sitimeyouistopped eem nao an your wounds and got back to your normal life. 

3 Although the film cost a lot of money to make, it enjoyed no success at all; in fact, it sank 
likSiae o oer m ts ; 

4 There was a kind of domino eaer rne when Jill left the company. Others in her 


team decided to follow her example, and that then gave the idea to other employees too. 
5 Ben and Sarah went out together for a long time, but the relationship eventually ran its 
unc ee ee ee - they're both happily married to other people now. 
6 anhexhildrenmesee ee c T up their ears when they heard the word ‘chocolate’. 


Which idioms do these pictures make you think of? 


© Yy 


Answer these questions. 


1 Would Going up in the world be a better name for a mountain-climbing organisation or 
a furniture business? 

2 Would Knock yourself into shape be a better slogan for dance classes or a boxing club? 

3 Would Let things run their course be advising someone to act quickly or to be patient? 

4 Ifa headline mentioned a debt of honour, would it be suggesting that the law or the person's 
conscience should be encouraging them to pay something back? 

5 Would This'll make you prick your ears up be a better slogan for a hi-fi company or an earring 
business? 


Over to 


Do an Internet search for ‘company names with puns’. Find three puns that 
you can explain. 
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Using reference resources 


At advanced level, your aim will be not only to understand idioms, but also to use them 
accurately and appropriately. This book will help you achieve these aims. There are other 
resources which you should use too. 


Dictionaries 

To help you study idioms, you need a good learner's dictionary, ideally one which 
focuses on idioms. The Cambridge Advanced Learner's Dictionary gives you examples 

of how idioms are used and also gives information on their use, e.g. whether they are 
used humorously, or informally, or in a more literary context. It also highlights the most 
important idioms to learn. You can access this dictionary online at www.dictionary. 
cambridge.org. The best learner's dictionaries are corpus-based, i.e. they focus on idioms 
that people actually use and give authentic examples of their use. English Idioms in Use 
Advanced is based on the Cambridge International Corpus, which is a collection of over 
one billion words of real spoken and written English. Here is an example of how idioms are 
presented in the Cambridge Advanced Learner's Dictionary: 


like it or lump it informal 
if you tell someone to like it or lump it, you 
mean they must accept a situation they do 
not like, because they cannot change it « The 
fact remains, that's all we're going to pay him 
and he can like it or lump it. « Like it or lump it, 
romantic fiction is read regularly by thousands. 


The Internet 
You can use the Internet to find out more about the meanings and origins of idioms, and to 
see more examples of their use. 


* The website http://www.phrases.org.uk lists the meanings and origins of many idioms, 
and the site provides examples of how the idioms are used. There is also a link to a 
Phrase Finder Facebook page, where you can ask questions about the meaning and 
origin of idioms. 

* Use a search engine such as Google to find further examples of idioms in use. You could 
specify the context in which you want to find examples, for example by typing 'like it or 
lump it news’, to find examples of the idiom used in newspaper headlines or articles. 


Vocabulary notebooks 

Always make good, detailed notes about idioms in your vocabulary notebook. Include an 
example of the idiom in context, as well as its meaning. Add any notes about its usage, e.g. 
informal or literary. Doing a quick drawing of an idiom may help you to learn it. 


Each time they asked him a question, he was like a rabbit caught in the headlights. 


The speaker unfortunately looked like a rabbit caught in the headlights during 

most of the discussion. ^ E 

= looked very frightened, unable to move or think 2. ; 
SL | 


(also deer instead of rabbit?) 
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3.1 


3.2 


3.3 


3.4 


3.5 


Exercises 


Answer these questions. Use the information in A opposite to help you. 


1 What two things does a good learner's dictionary do, as well as explain the meaning of idioms? 


2 
3 


How much language and what kind of language is in the Cambridge International Corpus? 
What does the dictionary say about the usage of like it or lump it? 


Use the Cambridge Advanced Learner's Dictionary (book or online) to match each 
idiom on the left with the label used in the dictionary on the right. Can you explain 
the meaning of the idioms? 


1 getoff your backside informal 

2 have occasion to do something formal 

3 the shit hits the fan slang 

4 know something inside out old-fashioned 

5 notsoil your hands offensive 

6 send someone to Coventry humorous 

7 pigs might fly literary 

Complete each sentence with an idiom from 3.2. You may need to change the form of 
the verb. 

1 Henry will help you deal with these forms. He sss the system 

2 They think he's the boss of the criminal gang, but he never... 


am BW 


7 


by committing crimes personally. 
Joey can be so lazy. | wish he'd s : 

iliwonjt be late toiwonkseveragalm.: Olyess aridi. oce riie I 
If Greg finds out what you've done, 


| live very close to the hospital, but luckily l've never .......... een  e anain 


go there. 
Sheihadllieditoxhemyandisoxtheyaesesoemonr mele er iene Io en A 


Search for “like it or lump it” in the two ways described in B on the opposite page. 
What information did you get? 


Underline the eight idioms in this newspaper article. What do you think each idiom 
means? Use a dictionary to help you. 


SPORTS MINISTER HOPPING MAD 


John Hamilton has made a name 
for himself by running a tight 
ship at the Ministry of Sport. 
So it was no surprise to his staff 
that he reportedly ‘went spare’ 
when he learnt what had been 
going on behind his back. Two 
of his leading advisors had been 


feathering their own nests with 
government money intended for 
young people’s sports organisa- 
tions. ‘Such behaviour is quite 
beyond the pale, said Hamilton, 
*and the two people concerned 
have already been given the sack’. 
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Common metaphors in idioms 


What is a metaphor? 

Metaphors describe a person, object or situation by comparing it to something else with 
similar characteristics. They are often used in poetry and literature. In Shakespeare's 
Romeo and Juliet, for example, Romeo says ‘Juliet is my sun, suggesting that she is the 
most important force in his life, bringing him light and warmth. 


Many idioms are based on metaphors. However, idioms are expressions that are used 

so frequently and are so fixed in the language that people often do not think about the 
metaphors behind them. The metaphors used in idioms are therefore much less original 
and thought-provoking than those used in literary contexts. People say, for example, ‘The 
new president was / took centre stage at the meeting' [was the most important or noticeable 
thing or person], without thinking of the original image of a theatre. 


Work = war 

The language of idioms seems to suggest that English speakers see work and business life 
as a kind of war, with many work and business idioms based on images connected with 
war and fighting. For example, companies launch marketing campaigns, and they may 
join forces with one another. Business people might say that a situation is a minefield [is 
potentially dangerous] or that a company is a casualty of a difficult economic situation [was 
badly affected by it]. A manager may pull rank on his employees [use the power his position 
gives him to make them do something], and he may have to get / take the flak for a problem 
[receive strong criticism]. An employee may be given or get his marching orders [lose his 
job]. See Unit 15 for more idioms based on war and conflict. 


Understanding = seeing 

Idioms often equate seeing with understanding. For example, we talk about seeing sense 
or seeing reason [becoming sensible / reasonable] or seeing the point [understanding the 
importance of something]. Similarly, if someone sees the joke, they understand it. To see 
the light can mean to suddenly understand something. 


Some other metaphors 

Emotion = colour 

Red can suggest anger, e.g. ‘My brother saw red when | broke his phone,’ Black is often 
associated with unpleasant feelings: if you get a black mark for something, it means 
people think you have done something bad, and they will remember it in future. 


Life = a journey 

If someone is at a crossroads, they are at a stage in life when they have to make an 
important decision. If you say that you are going / getting nowhere, you mean you are 
making no progress. If you say something is taking you into uncharted territory / waters, 
you mean it is taking you into unknown areas of experience. 


Life = a gamble 

If you have something up your sleeve, you have a secret plan or idea (someone playing 
cards for money may hide a card up their sleeve). If you bluff your way into or out of a 
situation, you get yourself there by deception in the same way that a gambler may bluff 
(pretend to be in a weaker or stronger position than is really the case). 


Language ; 
Noticing the metaphors underlying many idioms will help you understand and learn 
them. Look out for other common concepts such as time = money. 
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4.1 


4.2 


4.3 


4.4 


Exercises 


Answer these questions. Use the information in A opposite to help you. 


1 
2 
3 
4 


How do metaphors describe people, objects and situations? 

In what kind of writing are metaphors frequently used? 

How are the metaphors used in literary contexts different from those used in idioms? 
Why do you think it can sometimes be useful for you to be aware of the origins of idioms? 


Which idioms do these pictures make you think of? 


Complete each idiom. 


Tax legislation can be a sl 
follow. 

Our company is planning tOna 
Shouting at his manager got Tom a black 
lm sure your boss will 
At first | didn’t see the 


at work. 
sense eventually and agree to your plan. 
of going to university or college, but then | saw 


ue ek ce and realised studying would give me more choices for the future. 
If she doesn't offer to write the report, VU cunts rank on her and tell her to do it. 
Nooristo Lyco eon 2s a crossroads in her life now that she has finished her medical 


degree. She has to decide what she is going to specialise in. 
George doesn't know much about the job, but I’m sure he'll be able to sussun: 
his way through the interview. 


Replace the underlined part of each sentence with an idiom. 


oU 0 hN Ee 


Everyone else was laughing, but Katie couldn't understand what was funny. 

Eva is making no progress with her research. 

BritTel is going to work together with SatCom to lobby the government. 

The teacher was furious when Matt refused to do his homework. 

The errors in the report really weren't Sam's fault, but he was blamed for them. 

Tina is hoping her father will eventually become more reasonable and let her drive the 
family car. 

Unfortunately, my brother's transport business was very seriously affected by the rise in 
fuel prices. 

As the president of a major company, Ross is used to being the focus of attention. 
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5 Using idioms accurately 


All the examples in this unit come from the Cambridge Learner Corpus. This is a collection 
of over 95,000 exam scripts by students from over 190 countries taking Cambridge ESOL 
exams. The errors in this unit were actually made by learners in advanced-level exams, 
including CAE, Proficiency and IELTS (level 6*). 


A major difficulty with idioms is that they are fixed expressions which cannot be changed - 


except when you are deliberately playing with the language. It is therefore very important 
to use idioms accurately. See Unit 6 for more information on playing with idioms. 


Getting the keywords right 

You say that rising unemployment figures are just the tip of the iceberg [a small part of a 
much bigger problem], NOT the tep of the iceberg. 

You say that the state is responsible for its citizens' welfare from the cradle to the grave 
[from birth to death], NOT from the cradle to the coffin. 

If you want to talk about people that you do not know or that you do not think are 
important, you can say every Tom, Dick and / or Harry could do that job, NOT every Tem- 
and-lerry! 

If you pay for something yourself, you pay for it out of your own pocket, NOT out of your 
own wallet. 


If someone is in a bad mood, you can say they are like a bear with a sore head, NOT like a 
bear with a sore throat. 


When you remember the past nostalgically, you talk about the good old days, NOT the 
good old time. 


To say that someone or something will not exist for much longer, you can say their days 
are numbered, NOT their days are counted. 


To talk about limiting someone's freedom, you can use the idiom to clip someone's 
wings, NOT to eut someone's wings. 


Getting the details right 


Using idioms accurately also means getting even the little words exactly right. 


You must not add articles where they are not needed: someone has a spirit of adventure 
[enthusiasm for adventurous activities], NOT spirit of aa adventure. You must not leave out 
articles either: fashion can be described as up-to-the-minute [new], NOT up-te-minute. 


Take care with prepositions too: someone can be at a loss for words [not know what to say], 
NOT at a loss ef words. 


Make sure that you also use singular and plural forms correctly: you talk about a couple 
tying the knot [getting married (informal)], NOT tying-the-knets. 


Word order is very important too: you can be sick and tired of something [angry and 
bored], NOT tired-and-sick of it. 


Language 


Translating idioms word for word can cause problems. For example, we make a 
mountain out of a molehill [make a small difficulty seem like a serious problem], NOT 


make-an-elephant-eut-of-a-meuse. Always check in a good dictionary before translating 


an idiom from your own language. 
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5.1 


5.2 


5.3 


5.4 


Exercises 


Which idioms do these pictures make you think of? 


APERSON | 
1940-2015 E 


Are the idioms in these sentences used correctly? If not, correct them. 


1 My sister is always buying up-to-minute gadgets. 

2 I’m sick and tired of listening to him complaining all the time. 

3 My grandad's always talking about good old days. 

4 They've been engaged for six months but haven't made any plans about when they're 
going to tie the knots. 

5 Magda was at a loss for words when her son told her he had quit his new job. 

6 Engineering isn't the kind of job that every Tom, Dick or Henry could do. 


Complete each idiom. 


1c Donitimakessuchtaienzo5d85x o alms out of a molehill. 
2 Everyone uses mobile phones now, so the days of the landline are „i ; 
3 My:son’s gotiaiteal £255 UR. of adventure. He's going travelling around the 


world for a year. 

4 We won free train tickets to Paris in the competition, but we had to pay for the hotel out 
of; ouf OW tide ess i 

5 Freddie keeps shouting at everyone today. | don't know why he's behaving like a 
ctetuer dem mta with a sore head. 


Here are some errors made with idioms by candidates in advanced-level exams. Can 
you correct them? Looking up the word in brackets in a good idioms dictionary should 
help you find the correct idiom. 


1 You'll pass your driving test if you really want to - where there's a will, there's a power. 
[WILL] 

2 | get bored if | always do the same things at the weekend - change is a spice of life. 
[VARIETY] 

3 Sh! Be quiet! There's no need to talk at the top of your head. [TOP] 

4 He never saves any money. He spends whatever he has. Easy coming easy going is his 
motto. [EASY] 

5 |was so upset when | failed the exam. | wept my eyes out of my head. [CRY] 

6 She'sa total optimist - she always manages to look the good part. [LOOK] 
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Playing with idioms 


People often play with idioms for humorous effect or to make something more 
memorable. This wordplay is particularly common in journalism and advertising. See Unit 
40 for more examples of idioms used in advertising. 


Memorable names for businesses 


Here are some catchy names of hairdressers' salons. 


name of salon explanation 


FRINGE BENEFITS 


Fringe benefits are something extra you get because of your job in addition to your 
pay, e.g. a company car. A fringe is the hair that hangs down over your forehead. 


BLOWN AWAY 


If you are blown away by something (e.g. a performance or a piece of music), 
it amazes you because it is so good. A hairdresser blows hair dry with a hair dryer. 


WAVELENGTHS 


If two people are on the same wavelength, they think in the same way. People 
often have, or want, waves in their hair. 


amp News headlines 


News headlines often play with idioms in some way, to attract people to read the article. 


headline 


DELIVERY DELAYS PART AND PARCEL OF POST 
OFFICE PROBLEMS 

Recent delays in the postal service are symptoms 
of wider problems, a government report claims. 


explanation 


a necessary part of an event or experience which 
cannot be avoided. (The Post Office delivers 
letters and parcels.) 


FIREWORKS FUND BURNING A HOLE IN THE 
POCKET OF CITY COUNCIL 

The city council today voted to spend £100,000 on 
a massive public fireworks display. 


OPTICIANS FAIL TO SEE EYE TO EYE 

The National Association of British Opticians 
(NABO) today disagreed about a new set of 
standards for the industry. 


If you have money burning a hole in your pocket, 
you want to spend it as soon as possible. 
(Fireworks burn, and if one burnt in your pocket, 
it would make a hole!) 


If two people do not see eye to eye, they 
disagree with each other. (Opticians care for 
people's eyes and help them see better.) 


THEATRE MANAGERS FINALLY GET THEIR ACT 
TOGETHER 

The managers of the Cleo Theatre have come up 
with a rescue package to save the theatre. 


AGRICULTURAL REFORM POLICY - FARMERS SIT 
ON THE FENCE 

The Farmers' Union has stated that it remains 
neutral over the latest plans for reform. 


CHESS COMPUTER BEATEN BY HUMAN - 
DESIGNERS ARE BACK TO SQUARE ONE 
Software engineers now have to rethink the 
design of the Redray software that failed to work 
as planned. 
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organise themselves so that they do things 
efficiently (informal). (Actors act in a theatre, 
and performers have an act which they 
perform.) 


delay making a decision when they have to 
choose between two different options in a 
dispute. 

(Farms often have fences which separate the 
fields.) 


have to work on a plan from the beginning 
again because a previous attempt failed and the 
progress made was wasted. (A chessboard has 
64 squares on it.) 


6.1 


6.2 


6.3 


6.4 


Exercises 


Look at the salon names in A opposite. Which idioms do these pictures make you 
think of? 


1 


These sentences all use idioms from the opposite page. Why are they humorous? 
Use a dictionary to find both the idiomatic and literal meanings of the expressions 
if necessary. 


1 | was offered a job at a hairdresser's salon but the fringe benefits weren't very good, 
so | turned it down. 

2 Both John and Emma work as newsreaders for the local radio station, so I'm not surprised 
they're always on the same wavelength. 

3 The audience were blown away by Tom's solo in the wind instrument competition. 

4 Walking a lot and carrying heavy bags is part and parcel of working as a postman. 

5 Thetwo film stars have got their act together and resolved their marital problems. 


Complete each idiom. 


1 The money was burning nobanots my pocket. 

2 Her two brothers don't see s and haven't spoken to each other for 
over a year. 

3 Learning how to manage your finances is part of becoming an adult. 

4 TUS EIOTelVOVU BOL s oeieo ine o and found a job! 

5 The president refused to make a decision and was accused of sitting „ssiri : 

6 My computer crashed, so l'm back tO raon IRAIN NE Raras with my assignment. 

Match the idioms on the left with the companies or organisations on the right. 

1 BACK TO SQUARE ONE m a a delivery firm 

2 GETTING OUR ACT TOGETHER ie b a gardening company 

3 PART AND PARCEL e| c acompany that makes board games 

4 SITTING ON THE FENCE a d alocal drama club 


Over to 


What products, organisations or services do you think these idioms from other units in 
this book could be used to advertise? 


it never rains but it pours (Unit 11) 
fighting fit (Unit 47) 
two left feet (Unit 50) 
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Í Idioms from other varieties of English 


In this book we focus mainly on idioms which are widely understood throughout the 
English-speaking world. However, there are many other idioms which are typical of specific 
English-speaking countries, such as the US, Scotland, Australia and South Africa. There is 
not space in this book to include idioms from all these different countries, but a few idioms 
from the US are included here for interest. 


precor) Idioms from the US 


Many US idioms originate from baseball. For example, if you do 
something right off the bat, you do it immediately; if you throw 
someone a curveball, you surprise them with something difficult 
or unpleasant to deal with. If someone is batting a thousand, they 
are doing something extremely well, better than they had hoped. If 
someone drops the ball, they do something stupid or careless. 


Other examples of US idioms: 

He's trying to catch some 2’s/z1:s/. [sleep (informal)] 

The store is fresh out of tomatoes. [has just finished or sold all its supply] 
His advice isn't worth a dime. [has little or no value] 


TE Variations between British and American English 
There are sometimes slightly different forms of idioms in US and British English. Here are 
some examples: 


British English idiom | US English idiom 


the icing on the cake 


fight like cat and dog 


meaning 


the frosting on the cake something that makes a good thing even better 


fight like cats and dogs argue violently all the time 


donkey work grunt work hard, boring work 


used informally to describe something the 
speaker finds very annoying 


Aa hanta ina EDO ad Tet oo 
cry a lot (informal) 


take the biscuit take the cake 


weep buckets cry buckets 


cold cash money in the form of cash or notes, not a 
cheque or credit card 


hard cash 


like the cat that ate the very pleased with oneself (informal, usually 
canary collocates with ‘look’, ‘grin’ or ‘smile’) 


like the cat that got the 
cream 


Language 


Idioms that are used mainly in one specific country will often not be easily understood 


by native English speakers from other parts of the world. You may not see or hear them 
outside the countries where they originate, so it's safer to use the idioms in this unit 
when you are in the appropriate country. 
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7.1 


7.2 


7.3 


7.4 


Exercises 


Complete each US idiom. 


1 lm exhausted after such a difficult day at work. I’M going tO try to sss some 
z’s before | have to go out again this evening. 

2. l'matraidiwelreeet A eee out of milk. Try next door - maybe they have some. 

3 Will was doing well at college until he had some problems with his girlfriend and 
E Se cotto Br te tt the ball. 


4 Joe is very efficient - he always deals with jobs right off the 

5 Herring may look expensive, but it isn't ss 3 

oxRaclielisibattirig am... at the moment - she's making a great success of her 
new job. 

7 Thespeaker found it hard to answer the questions. He clearly wasn't expecting the audience to 
E UN. him so many curveballs. 


Is each speaker more likely to be from the US or from Britain? 


1 You have to pay the deposit for hiring the boat in cold cash. 

2 Rhiannon and her sister have always fought like cat and dog. 

3 It was such a sad film - | wept buckets. 

4 There's a lot of grunt work to be done before we can open the new restaurant. 
5 Having such perfect weather on holiday was the frosting on the cake. 

6 Having to stay late at work on a holiday weekend really took the biscuit. 

7 What's happened? You look like the cat that got the cream. 


Rewrite the sentences in 7.2. If the speaker used US idioms, change them to the 
equivalent British idiom and vice versa. 


Which idioms do these pictures make you think of? 
2 


Over to 


Find out more about a variety of English that interests you by going to the website 


http://www.world-english.org/accent.htm. The site includes recordings so you can 
listen to the speech of people from different regions too. 
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E Where do new idioms come from? 


As Units 15-24 show, many English idioms have very deep roots in history and culture. 
They have their origins in traditional skills, such as sailing (Unit 14), and in such areas as 
war (Unit 15), ancient myths (Unit 20) and literature (Unit 22). 


However, new idioms evolve all the time from TV, advertising, politics and business. These 
idioms often quickly become expressions understood and used by many people in their 
everyday lives. Some of these idioms will be popular for a few years but then get forgotten; 
others may last. In this unit, we look at some examples of common, but relatively new, idioms. 


OE Some modern idioms 


example 


meaning 


Is Madonna still the first lady of pop? 


the expert, or the best (by analogy with how the wife of a US 
president is referred to as the First Lady) 


This programme looks at one couple's 
experience of living next to neighbours 
from hell. 


People frequently refer to difficult people or unpopular 
things as being the ... from hell, e.g. the neighbours from hell 
or the airport from hell. 


That young politician was in the news 
every day for weeks, but now he seems 
to have fallen off the radar. 


been forgotten 


Sofia is a wonderful nurse. She’ll always | make an extra big effort or do things that are more than is 
go the extra mile for her patients. strictly necessary 


The website www.cheapholidays.org does exactly what it claims to do 
does exactly what it says on the tin. 


Finding out what really happened islike | difficult to understand or describe because it is not clear or 
nailing jelly to a wall. focused enough 


I’m cool with that. I’m happy with a suggestion 


It doesn't float my boat! | don't agree with what you like or are interested in. (Also 
Whatever floats your boat!) 


I'm fed up with him big time. / He's into 
judo big time. 


extremely 


ONERE Modern conversational fixed expressions 


If you do not want to discuss anything further, you can say ‘That’s it! End of (story)! 


If you think that someone is telling you about very personal things that you do not want to 
hear about, you can stop them by saying 'Too much information! 


If a friend starts talking about a subject you do not want to discuss, you could respond 
‘Don’t even go there!’ 
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8.1 


8.2 


8.3 


8.4 


Exercises 


Look at B opposite. Are the idioms in these sentences used correctly? If not, 
correct them. 


1 You have to be prepared to go the further mile if you want to get promoted. 

2 Whatever happened to that pop star you used to like so much? He seems to have completely 
fallen off the radar now. 

3 This shampoo is great - it does exactly what it writes on the tin. 

4 l'd never share an apartment with her - she'd be the flatmate of hell. 

5 Stella McCartney is often called the ‘first lady of fashion’. 


Complete the dialogue with idioms from B and C opposite. Use one word per space. 


Jo: Hi, Meg. Great to see you again. Where's Kate? 
Meg: She just texted. She's not coming. Apparently she's really sick and has been throwing 


up all night. 

Jo gee tL) ci aito RE ed E stt ae ot dodi Macte cde e cusa ! | don't want to know! 
What shall we do then? 

Meg: | really want to go that new photography exhibition. 

Jot eM mrm02) P quoc 1. as accen dpi ceat di on c ot dossier hes 
rant e rid HikrioWLyOUe toas)! E A E E neget EE EL eec E 
but lm not. How about the cinema instead? 

MEE NESAS DIEA EAE AEE EIS Ae EM Ea aE. E E EE 
VIT . Is Matt coming too? 

JOINE TENE Som aie Daves t ONU Hoch dort MEME Ss DE SIRE DUI I OO US con ats ! 
We broke up. 

Meg: Really? What happened? 

Jo: “idon’ewanttottalkaboutit:: We'retinisheds (6) inne c cem MERI ! 


Which idioms do these pictures make you think of? 


` 
Col 6 5. 
Te 


Do these sentences make sense? Explain why / why not. 


1 It could be fun to live next door to the neighbours from hell. 

2 Tilly's father was happy about her plans to marry, but her mother was cool with it. 

3 Rani loves that painter's work, but it doesn't float my boat. 

4 Getting him to say what he thinks is like nailing jelly to a wall - he's always honest and open. 
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What are similes? 


Similes are expressions which compare two things; they always include the words as or 
like. You can use similes to make your spoken and written English more colourful and your 


comparisons more powerful. For example: 


My brother's as thin as a rake. [extremely thin] 

The baby's skin is as smooth as silk. [extremely smooth] 

Pilar is as bright as a button. [extremely clever] 

| slept really well, so | feel as fresh as a daisy this morning. [extremely fresh 


and full of energy] 


George ran like the wind to get the message to Paula before she left. [ran 


extremely fast] 


| don't want to go in the car with Lottie. She drives like a maniac! [drives fast and badly] 
My new sweater fits like a glove. I'm so pleased with it. [fits extremely well] 
The two men were in the next room, but | could hear every word they said as clear as 


crystal. [very clearly] 


Ben claimed to be as poor as a church mouse, but we knew he was rich. [very poor] 
As Beth walked in, the house was as silent as the grave. [totally silent] 


You should learn similes as whole phrases, because it is usually not possible to change the 
individual words (e.g. we do not say as thin as a stick or as thin as a pole). Where it is possible 
to change the individual words, the meaning of the simile often changes, for example: 

| needed a drink of water. My mouth was as dry as a bone. [extremely dry / thirsty] 

His lecture was as dry as dust, and everyone was bored. [extremely boring] 


du a. ae Everyday similes 


The similes in these emails are often used in everyday conversation and informal writing. 


SA Reply 
i H UE 


Hi Jacek, 


It's so obvious you like Anna! You went 
as red as a beetroot when Stefan 
was talking about her, so it must be 
true! And you were all over her like 
a rash at the party last week too. Ask 
her out! 

Hiroshi 


Hello Manami, 


e^o ICA 


Hi Freya, 


Have you noticed how Chiara and Rita are as thick as thieves 
lately? Rita said she needed some help and as quick as a flash 
Chiara volunteered — you know, as keen as mustard. And just think, 
they used to hate each other and were always fighting like cat and 
dog over the most stupid things. Any idea what's happened? Anyway, 
speak later. 

Fatima 


I'll be late for the restaurant tonight — having a bad day at work. I’ve been 
working like a dog, but the boss just came in with a face like thunder and 
said l'd made a mess of some sales figures. l've tried to argue with him, but he's 
as stubborn as a mule, and you can never convince him that he's wrong. 


Time to change my job! Mariusz 


Language 


Be careful how you use similes. They have strong meanings and are often used in a humorous 
or sarcastic way, e.g. My teacher's explanations are as clear as mud [not clear at all]. 
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9.1 


9.2 


9.3 


9.4 


Exercises 


Look at A opposite. Match the beginning of each sentence with its ending. Then 
complete the sentence with as or like. 


T" MY MEW dress fits us oe e a maniac. 

2 PYowllmeed!to Th 4. e silk. 

3.-She's'assthin asso a button. 

4 Ana always looks as fresh ............ ss a bone. 

An E E E e eeny meme: a rake. 

6 Hermouth telt as: diya etes a glove. 

T Wheissonisasbrign m er e the wind to catch the train. 
8 Herhairfeltas smoothie mimina teme a daisy. 


Choose the correct word to complete each simile. 


1 That book was so boring. It was as dry as [a bone / dust]. 

2 You explained it so well - it's a difficult concept, but it's as clear as [crystal / mud] now. 
3 | wonder what they're plotting - they look as thick as [two short planks / thieves]. 

4 After working in that airless room my mouth feels as dry as [a bone / dust]. 

5 |can't understand what he's trying to say - it's as clear as [crystal / mud]. 


Replace the underlined part of each sentence with a simile. 


1 Tom and Rosa have been arguing all the time recently. 

2 Amy blushed and looked very embarrassed when Lasse commented on her new dress. 

3 When our teacher asks the class a difficult question, Hatsuki usually answers without a 
moment's hesitation. 

4 It was early Sunday morning, and the house was strangely silent. 

5 Emma was behaving towards Jakob in a very affectionate way at the barbecue last week. 

6 All her sisters are extremely poor. 

7 Caterina felt full of energy after her shower. 

8 The students in my class are great - hardworking, punctual and very enthusiastic. 


Agree with what A says. Complete each response with a simile. 
1A: B: 
He looked 


Yes, he had 


really angry. 


It’s impossible to get him to 
change his mind. 


He drove off very 
quickly, didn’t he? 


You've been very busy at 
work, haven't you? 


5 KA B: 


You can always rely on Suzie to 
organise the school concert. 


Yes, he was driving 


Yes, l've been 


Yes, she's 
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See What are binomials? 


Binomials are a type of idiom in which two words are joined by a conjunction (linking 
word), usually and. The order of the two words is fixed. For example, we always say black 
and white, NOT white and black: ‘Managing climate change isn’t a black and white issue.’ 
[separate and clear] 


The words can be 


synonyms (words which mean the same): Sara’s work is always very neat and tidy. 
opposites: If you go for cheaper speakers, the sound quality may be a bit hit and miss. 
[sometimes good, sometimes bad (informal)] 

the same word: They finished the race neck and neck. [equal] 

rhyming: Tables in the canteen take a lot of wear and tear. [damage through everyday use] 
alliterative: After the match, the players’ legs were black and blue. [very bruised] 
joined by words other than and: The traffic was bumper to bumper all the way to the 
coast. [very heavy] Little by little, Vera gained the horse’s confidence. [gradually] The 
house must be worth a quarter of a million, give or take a few thousand. [plus or minus 
(informal)] 

Trinomials are a similar type of idiom, in which three words are joined, e.g. ‘I’ve looked 
here, there and everywhere for my glasses but can't find them" [everywhere] 


EEUU Other examples 


example | meaning 


Let’s toss a coin to see who starts. You call: heads heads is the side of a British coin with the 


or tails? monarch’s head on it; tails is the other side 
We're at sixes and sevens at work this week. in a state of confusion (informal) 


Hannah had flu last week, but she’s out and about | active, doing her usual activities (informal) 
again now. 


Although the twins look the same, when you talk totally different (informal) 
to them you realise they’re like chalk and cheese. 


It's great to leave the hustle and bustle of the city | crowds and noise 


at the weekend. 
| can't do up these tiny buttons - I'm all fingers am awkward with my hands, unable to do what I 
and thumbs today. want to do (informal) 


The money for the charity appeal came in in dribs | small amounts at a time (informal) 
and drabs, but we reached our target in the end. 


It took a lot of blood, sweat and tears to get the hard work 
business going. 


l've asked you time after time not to do that. many times (usually suggests irritation) 


Her interest in painting waxed and waned over fluctuated (The literal meaning of wax and wane 
the years. relates to the moon's changes in shape.) 


She really doesn't enjoy living in the countryside. completely (typically used about people) 
She's a city person, through and through. 


We had a great holiday and explored every nook 
and cranny of the island. 


every small place 
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10.1 


10.2 


10.3 


10.4 


Exercises 


Combine the words in the box to form ten binomials or trinomials from A opposite. 
For each, you will need to add and or another joining word. 


black neck little bumper everywhere give cranny here hit little 
bumper miss neat blue neck nook take tear there tidy wear 


Complete each dialogue with an idiom from the opposite page. 


1 A: Was the traffic bad on the way here? 

bs Yes dE Wds ingen eee Sv voa Ae ot ee eS the whole way. 

: Did you get everything you needed today? 

z Yes, DbuulllladftoI DOR area: Ane erste e io eA dee to find it all. 

: This sofa is only six months old, but it looks really old. 

:WellblitfetStallO EO. cootra f 

We're making very slow progress with this project. 

Butiwerne getting there) 25 308 A TL OI) Poe. LR LERRA : 

Have you found your watch yet? 

No; live'searched'inevery Tora SETS T m zen quem XE but I still can't find it! 
What's Galya's flat like? 

Well, you know how organised she is! It's very ...msummnnmmnnnenmnnennemnnnnnenininnniinnsnennste , 
: Which horse won the race? 

WAT OXO PED e EEE EE E E REO Seti e e tapete : 

: Were there a lot of people at the party? 

P rABOUb UT e e. coo e er e A ate a few. 


2 


c1 
DOBPUPOPUPOPBUPOPTL 


Which binomials do these pictures make you think of? Complete the captions. 


P 


"erm s. te ‘He’s a United TOG TL EP p Ü *Her two dogs 
of market day.’ supporter are like 


Rewrite each sentence using the word in brackets. 


People started to gradually enter the room. [DRIBS] 

Jack's commitment to work went up and down throughout the year. [WAXED] 
Have a few days' rest, and you'll be fully recovered in no time. [ABOUT] 

l've often told him not to leave his car unlocked. [TIME] 

The work required a lot of effort, but it was worth it. [BLOOD] 

The whole team's been in a state of confusion since Kay resigned. [SEVENS] 

| keep dropping things today - I’m so clumsy. [THUMBS] 

My mum and | are completely different people, but we get on well. [CHALK] 


co Non AUNE 
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Proverbs are short sentences which refer to something most people have experienced and 
which give advice or warnings. Like idioms, their form is fixed, and it is not always possible 
to guess the meaning from looking at the individual words. 


Positive situations 
In these conversations, the second speaker uses a proverb to repeat and sum up what the 
first speaker says. 


A: We all want to solve this problem, and I’m sure we'll find a solution. 
B: Yes. Where there's a will, there's a way. [if we really want to achieve something, we can] 


A: Well, we'll have to invest all of our savings and work really hard, and there's still a 
chance the project won't succeed. 

B: | know, but nothing ventured, nothing gained. [you need to take risks to achieve 
something] 


A: | was upset when | didn't get into university, but at least it leaves me free to go 
travelling. 
B: Yeah. Every cloud has a silver lining. [there is something good in every bad situation] 


: My job is different every day. It's never boring. 
: Well, variety is the spice of life, isn't it? [change makes life interesting] 


A: Josh found it impossible to get a new job, so he set up his own business instead. 
B: Yes, well, necessity is the mother of invention. [if people really need to do something, 
they will find a way to do it] 


Negative situations 
In these conversations, the second speaker uses a proverb to repeat and sum up what the 
first speaker says. 


A: Marta ended her relationship with Jakob, and the next day her friend Ellie met Jakob 
for a drink. 

B: All’s fair in love and war! [all behaviour is acceptable in extreme situations, especially in 
romantic situations and competitions] 


: What a day! My car broke down and my wallet has been stolen. 
: It never rains but it pours. [problems always happen together] 


A: | wonder why Sylvia and Ben have broken up. 
B: Well, it takes two to tango. [two people are equally responsible] 


Other popular proverbs 
I’m really impatient to finish decorating my flat, but Rome wasn't built in a day! [it takes a 
long time to do important things properly] 


We should buy extra travel insurance for our skiing trip. Better safe than sorry. [it is better 
not to take risks, even if it seems boring or hard work] 


| have to study hard and do a lot of exams to become an accountant, but no pain no gain. 
[there must be some suffering in order to succeed] 


We don't have enough tickets for everybody, so it's a case of first come, first served. [the 
first to arrive will get something] 
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11.2 


11.3 


11.4 


Exercises 


Look at A opposite. Match the beginning of each sentence with its ending. 


1 
2 
3 
4 
5 


Every cloud nid a mother of invention. 
Nothing ventured, ihe b there's a way. 
Necessity is the m c spice of life. 

Where there's a will, IE d nothing gained. 
Variety is the m e has a silver lining. 


Write a suitable response to each remark with a proverb from B opposite. 


1 


2 
3 


A friend tells you that Max and Lydia are getting divorced because they've both been 

having affairs. 

Someone tells you about three bad things that happened to them all on the same day. 
Someone tells you about a small lie they told in order to meet somebody that they really like. 
A friend tells you that they missed the train they wanted to get, but the next train was cheaper 
and faster. 

A friend tells you that they are frustrated that it is taking a long time to set up their own 
business. 

A friend tells you that they are determined to save up enough money to go travelling, but they 
don't know how to do this. 


Correct the mistakes in these proverbs. 


1 


2 


3 


4 


5 
6 


We had no tent, so we made a shelter out of branches and leaves to protect ourselves from the 
storm. It was a case of need is the mother of invention. 

I’m doing three jobs at the moment to pay for my studies. Still, they say that change is the 
spice of life! 

| went to the gym every day for three months and felt so much fitter. It was very hard work but 
nothing pained, nothing gained. 

| decided that bungee jumping was too dangerous and didn't go with my friends - better to be 
safe than dead. 

We've got ten laptops at half-price. But hurry - it's first come, first serve. 

Three big bills at the same time? It never pours but it rains! 


Complete each proverb. 


1 


2 


3 


When we got there, they had given away all the free tickets. It was a case of first 
A AE en tants , fi rst clie P" 


every eee eden as ql € silver .......... amp t ud 
All my problems seem to come at the same time. It's true what they say: it never 
RL rhet tian NI ORO, AERTS it pours! 

It's going to be a lot of hard work, but nothing ...... msm , nothing 
They are both in the wrong. It'taKes quss testen jio 
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Clichés and fixed statements 


Clichés 

A cliché is a comment that is often used in certain common, everyday situations. It is a 
comment that most people are familiar with and is therefore not original. Clichés are often 
used in everyday conversation, and they are also frequently played with in advertising 
slogans and newspaper headlines. 


There are plenty more fish in the sea. [There are plenty more people or possibilities. Often 
used to cheer up someone who has found one person or opportunity unsuccessful.] 


Look on the bright side. [Try to see something good in a bad situation. This is usually followed by 
an explanation of what the bright side might be, e.g. after failing a job interview you are told that you 
probably wouldn't have enjoyed the job if you'd got it.] 


It's easy to be wise after the event or Hindsight is a wonderful thing. [When you know 
what happens next, it's easy to say what you or others should have done.] 


It's not over until the fat lady sings. [You cannot be sure what will happen until the very end 
of something, often a sports event. The expression refers to a long opera which ends with a female 
singing the final song.] 


Enough is as good as a feast. [You shouldn't have more of something than you need, e.g. food.] 


Ignorance is bliss. [You may be happier sometimes when you do not know all the facts about a 
situation.] 


You can lead a horse to water (but you can't make it drink). [You can give someone the 
opportunity to do something, but you cannot force them to do it. The second part of the idiom (but 
you can't make it drink) is often not actually said.] 


Truth will out! [The truth will always become known.] 


Fixed statements 


fixed statement meaning 


Get your skates on! (informal) Hurry up! 


I'll believe it when I see it. I'm doubtful that it will happen. 


Mum's the word. (informal) | promise not to tell a secret. 


Good riddance! (informal) 


lm happy something or someone has gone. 


Take it easy! Calm down! Relax! 


Fair's fair. (informal) Their behaviour is reasonable. 


So far, so good. Things are going well up to this point. 


Give me a break! (informal) Stop criticising me! 


Language 


It is best not to use clichés in formal writing or when you want to express an original 
or complex idea. 
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12.2 


12.3 


Exercises 


Answer these questions about the idioms in A opposite. 


co -100€14» 00 N20 FS 


Who do we say has to sing before we can be confident something has finished? 
What do we say is as good as a feast? 

What side do we say you have to look on if you are trying to be optimistic? 
What do we say there are plenty more of in the sea? 

What do we say that ignorance is? 

When do we say that it is easy to be wise? 

Which animal do we say you can lead to water but not make drink? 

What do we say will happen with truth? 


Complete each dialogue with a suitable idiom from the opposite page. 


1 


You won't tell anyone what | told you, will you? 
ING aU GSN Sirisha E EE PN 3 
You're always late. It's just not good enough. 


Lucy says she'll have finished her dissertation by Friday. 

Rips adco screen PO... eetttctcorittrgeu A 

PP EE R E cre tee an sce ! We need to leave in five minutes. 
Don't worry - I’m nearly ready. 

I’m not sorry Boris is leaving our office. Are you? 

Note ee o e erac a AT ! 

I’m never going to get this finished in time. 

A TUNE e D uM t ! Don't panic. l'll help you, if you like. 
Sonia's made a bit of a mess of this work, hasn't she? 

MISLEUI NOM UE... sisaingeragitusscaens . It’s only her second day here. 
How are you enjoying your new job? 

Rites lpn rate CIRCE Lun . But it’s early days yet. 

Who do you think was behind the plot to bring down the government? 
I'donitiknow; bul misure, We'll find OUT ........... tmt ERR : 


PPVPP 


Correct the mistakes in these idioms. 


o0: 0 MN PE 


Let me a break! 

There are plenty more sharks in the sea. 
So long, so good. 

It's not over until the fat lady dies. 

Truth will escape. 

Dad's the word. 


Over to 


Search online to find examples of the following clichés: Any friend of yours is a friend of 


mine. Beauty is only skin deep. Money is the root of all evil. What does each cliché mean? 
Write a short dialogue illustrating it in use. 
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Other languages 


As you probably know, English includes many words from other languages. The idiomatic 
expressions in this unit all come from Latin or French. 


ENE) 55 


T | : 
idiom | example | meaning 


| 
ad hoc He was paid on an ad hoc basis. not planned but arranged or done 
/ed'hok/ when needed 


ad infinitum Their list of demands seemed to go on without end, forever 
/edinfi'nattom/ | ad infinitum. 


compos mentis My grandfather is nearly 100, but he is perfectly | in control of his actions, mentally 
/kpmpps'mentis/ | compos mentis. healthy 


de facto Jorge is the de facto head of the organisation. existing but not officially agreed 
/der'fækt9u/ (formal) 


non sequitur Keiko’s response seemed like a complete non a statement which does not seem to be| - 
/non'sekwito/ sequitur to me. connected with what was said before 


status quo The Conservatives favoured maintaining the the present situation 
[ste1itos'kwou/ status quo, while the Liberals hoped for change. 


ENND French 


A: Are you familiar with our health and safety procedures? 


B: No, I’m not really au fait /ou'fer/ with them yet. [fully knowledgeable about] 


A: | hate people who talk loudly on their mobile phones on trains. 
B: | agree. They're my absolute béte noire /bet'nwa:/ [what the speaker hates most] 


A: It's always beautiful weather when you have to study for exams. 


[you say this when something happens that you 
do not like but which you have to accept] 


B: | know. It’s always the way. C'est la vie /ser.lze'vi:/ 
A: Only the very best students are accepted on this course. 
B: | know. They really are the creme de la crème /krem.do. la:'krem/. [very best] 


A: | wish he'd consulted with us first about changing the computer systems. 


[a decision that has been made or a 


B: Yes, he just presented us with a fait accompli /fet.okpm'pli:/ gomeleted:actiqu ditate nete e tO 


A: | think she should make more effort to control her children. 


B: Yes, she has quite a laissez-faire /lerser'feo/ approach, doesn't she? [desire not to control] 


A: The older generation criticising young people! There's nothing new about that. 


B: Yes, plus ga change /plu: sz' fonz/! [times change, but some things stay the same.] 
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13.2 


13.3 


Exercises 


Complete each sentence with a Latin expression from A opposite. 


1 


We don't receive many complaints, so we just deal with them on an 


Mites whet entes ast le Bon ot ess Lg td basis. 

Tiiey are mowWithieussssmcce tene pe EDD NIE government and will remain in 
power until the election results are finalised. 

jihis'sentenceumyouressayllsIale e ete deinceps - it's not logically 
connected to your previous point. 

[reo udo mated. cmt ett er aeos c bee ulis about the advantages of moving to the 


countryside. 

Whenever a new person takes over as manager, they disturb the 

EINER SES , at least to some extent. 

His lawyeraclaimsiheiWasnigfully «aac cte ann re ette E ette when he admitted 
he was guilty. 


Replace the underlined part of each sentence with a suitable expression. 


1 


2 
3 
4 


There were no opportunities for discussion. The reform was presented as a decision 
which had already been made. 

All players must be confident that they know the rules of the game. 

| can’t come out tonight because | have to work late. Oh well, it can’t be helped. 

Of course, | love being a movie star, but | must say that awards ceremonies are what | 
most detest. 

So Dan has been arguing with his boss again. Things don’t change! 


A lot of the parents are not very happy about the new headmaster’s liberal attitude to 
behaviour. 


Are these sentences true or false? If the answer is false, say why. 


ANANABRWN S 


A laissez-faire approach is strict and intolerant. 

A de facto leader is the officially recognised leader of an organisation. 

The crème de la crème of applicants are the best applicants for the job. 

It is good to include non sequiturs in your writing. 

A béte noire is something that you do not like. 

If you are compos mentis, you are not responsible for your actions. 

A fait accompli can easily and quickly be changed. 

If someone talks about something ad infinitum, they talk about it for a long time. 


Over to 


Match the following literal translations to idioms on the opposite page: cream of the 


cream, it does not follow, a done deed. What is the connection between the translation 
and the way the idiom is used in English? Can you work out any more literal 
translations to idioms in this unit? 
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Sailing 


As Britain is an island nation, with the sea playing a major role in the country's history and 
its economy, it is not surprising that the language has developed many idioms from sailing. 


32 


Talking about a business 


Read this magazine article about a couple who bought a hotel. 


When we took over the hotel five years ago, the business was on the rocks!. 
The economy was doing badly and people were giving luxury hotels like ours 
a wide berth?. The previous owners had decided to cut and run?, but we 
loved the place and were sure we could make a go of it. We battened down 
the hatches^ by cutting costs as much as possible and did all we could to run 
a tight ship. Holidays and any other luxuries for our own family went by the 
board?® for two years. However, we managed to weather the storm’ and are 
now making good headway’. We have lots of major bookings in the offing’ 
and are confident of making excellent profits this year. 


lin serious difficulty 

? avoiding (berth is an old sailing term meaning the 
distance a ship should leave between itself and a 
potential danger such as rocks) 

3 avoid a difficult situation by leaving suddenly (the 
image comes from cutting mooring ropes in order 
to make a quick departure) 

^ got ready for a difficult situation by preparing in 
every way possible (the image comes from closing 
the ship's doors securely when a storm is likely) 


More sailing idioms 


example 


be taken We were taken aback when Ben 
aback announced his resignation. 


leave high Many holidaymakers were left high 
and dry and dry when the tour company 
collapsed. 


take the Amelia was keen to become an actor, 

wind out of | but her teacher's criticism of her 

sb's sails performance took the wind out of 
her sails. 


in the wake | Thousands of people lost their jobs 
of sb / sth in the wake of the recession. 
orinsb's/ | The consultant strode through the 
sth’s wake | hospital, several students in his 
wake. 


all hands We'll need all hands on deck if 
on deck we're going to be ready for the party 
on time. 


any portin | | really don't like staying there, but 
a storm | had no choice but to accept Jan's 
offer. Any port in a storm, I'm afraid! 
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> control a business or organisation firmly and 
effectively 

$ were abandoned (the image comes from 
something being thrown overboard into the sea) 

T survive difficult times 

8 making good progress 

? likely to happen soon (offing was a term 
used to refer to the part of the sea on the 
horizon) 


explanation 


were very surprised (If a boat is taken aback, it 
is suddenly attacked from behind.) 


put in a difficult situation which they could 
not improve (The image is of a boat stuck on a 
sandbank and unable to move.) 


made her feel less confident, by saying or doing 
something unexpected (If there is no wind in a 
boat's sails, then it is unable to move.) 


following closely behind (The wake is the trail 
of foam left by a boat as it moves.) 


everyone must help (A hand is a sailing term 
for a sailor and deck is the area you walk on 
outside on a boat.) 


You must accept any help you're offered 
when you're in a difficult situation. (When 
there is a storm at sea, a boat has to go to 
the nearest port.) 


14.1 


14.2 


14.3 


14.4 


Exercises 


Choose the correct answers. 


1 
2 


3 


r 
8 
9 


Are you more likely to cut and run if a) things are going badly or b) things are going well? 
Would you give a wide berth to a) something that attracts you or b) something that you 
do not want to approach? 

If a politician is said to have weathered the storm, has he a) got through some problems 
or b)created some problems? 

Would you batten down the hatches if you are a) expecting problems or b) expecting a 
relaxed period? 

Is your daily exercise regime more likely to go by the board if a) you have some extra time 
or b)youare very busy? 

If you were making good headway with your language studies, would you be a) pleased 
or b)upset? 

If an event is in the offing, a) has it already happened or b) is it still in the future? 

If a boss likes to run a tight ship, is he/she a) strictor b) relaxed? 

If you had a business which was on the rocks would you be a) pleased or b) worried? 


Complete each idiom. 


I'd like all AMOS OM canssa rr S for the next few hours, please. 
The bad reviews of his first album took the .............. out of the singer's sails. 
He wrote an interesting article about European politics u.s the wake of 


the war. 

Iwasitee m E om. aback to hear that Maura had handed in her notice. 

Alex went home early, leaving me and dry at the party with no one else 
to talk to. 

Unfortunately, our plans to go on holiday this summer have had to go by the 

dioi e t MEN CN , aS we're moving house. 


| didn't want to sleep on my aunt's sofa for two weeks, but any port in a sss j 
as they say. 

Despite the financial problems, | am confident that the company will succeed in 

EUM MR etos the storm. 


Match the beginning of each sentence with its ending. 


o0) 0 4» WN HL 


There's trouble ahead, so we'd better batten down the m a offing. 
It’s a long journey, but we’re making good E b wake. 
The business is doing so badly that I’m tempted to cut and [] c hatches. 
There are some interesting plans for new projects in the ssa d sails. 

The film star left the room with a group of journalists in her iz e run. 

It's about time someone took the wind out of Marco's E f headway. 


Rewrite the underlined part of each sentence using the word in brackets. 


co -410)01 4» Q0 N20 L5 


| try to avoid the city centre on Saturdays if | possibly can. [BERTH] 

Jaime's mother was very surprised by his decision to leave school. [ABACK] 

Amy's plans to buy a new car were abandoned when she lost her job. [BOARD] 
Their relationship has been in serious difficulty for some months. [ROCKS] 

Asim controls the business in a firm and efficient way. [SHIP] 

The cost of home insurance has risen as a result of last summer's floods. [WAKE] 

We were in a difficult situation when the babysitter didn't turn up. [HIGH] 

| know it's been hard for you, but I’m sure you'll get through the bad times. [STORM] 
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SOSA Idioms connected with firearms 


War and conflict 


Idioms based on war 
Many idioms come from the topic of war. They are used to refer to actions and events that 
are seen as similar to battles, conflicts or struggles. 


In these newspaper cuttings, the first sentence explains the idiom in the headline. 


Emotional call to arms inspires a generation Minister drops an economic bombshell 


President Forga's recent challenge to young | The shock announcement by Ms Hanaria that the 
people to show solidarity and vote in the next | country is in a deep economic crisis, and that the 
election has won widespread support. currency must be devalued, stunned city economists. 
today. 


Sales tax — PM beats a retreat 


After widespread negative reaction to his th 
: e warpath 
suggestion yesterday that sales tax should be js 


raised, the prime minister today said there NEU : : | g 
E z take action immediately,’ said a spokesperson. | ` 


Demonstrations are planned for all major cities. 


School closures — parents on 


‘Parents are very angry and have decided to 


were ‘no immediate plans for an increase. 


More bad news for 
shell-shocked investors 
Investors, who are already suffering from the financial 


crisis, are feeling nervous today as Southern Bank 
prepares to announce unexpectedly high losses. 


Teachers come out fighting 


The head of the teachers’ union said today that 
teachers would not accept a drop in salary and 
would oppose the decision to the very end. 


I think you shot yourself in the foot by leaving your old job before getting a new one. 
[unintentionally did or said something foolish which made your situation worse] 


When I suggested raising the membership fee, Sergio shot me down in flames. 
[immediately criticised my idea and refused to accept it] 


I think we should hang / hold fire before making any rash decisions about redundancies. 
[delay making a decision] 


NEN idioms connected with violent events, armies, conflict and struggle 
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Now that | have a PhD, l've at least got a fighting chance of getting a teaching job in a 
university. [a small but real possibility] 


Winning the cup in 1998 was just a flash in the pan - they haven't won a match since then! 
[something that happened only once and was not repeated] 


Our new IT manager had a baptism of fire on her first day at work - all the computers 
crashed! [very difficult first experience of something] 


As she left the studio, Dana Freen had to run the gauntlet of reporters asking her about 
her controversial new film. [face a lot of people who were criticising or attacking her] 


Sometimes it's a real battle of wills between me and my dog - he wants to go one way across 
the park and | want to go another! [conflict between two different, strong desires or intentions] 


After college, | joined the ranks of the unemployed for a year before | got my first job. 
[became (unemployed)] 


Zetec stole a march on its rivals by launching its new car model six months earlier than 
expected. [got an advantage by acting before their rivals did] 
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15.2 


15.3 


15.4 


Exercises 


Complete the text with idioms from A opposite. 


Match words from each box to form six idioms. 


shoot down in baptism a flash in of fire the pan of wills flames 
a battle run hang / hold fire ^ the gauntlet 


Complete each dialogue with an idiom from 15.2. You may need to change the form of 
the verb. 


1 A: | think it would be better to postpone making a decision for a bit. 
Baes leto. hoannen Sor deuten odiosa ME re until the situation is clearer. 
2 A: Well, your first day at work was certainly full of drama. 
B: Yes;ibwas'a'tedal seo t due coude e f 
3 A: Has he written any other books? 
BANO thinkethenirSGOme Was]U sse eget E AAA a AE A a ete : 
A: Would you like to be a celebrity? 
B: NoIdihiatetoave to see EE E a of the paparazzi 
whenever | left the house. 


5 A: He's very critical, isn't he, your boss? 
B:éYes;all'my'ideasitisuallyigete deeem ie oe Aodetelcn ertt dle : 
6 A: Why do parents and teenagers always seem to clash? 
BaWellsvomoftenldVe 1. cl oc E e A , especially between sons 


and fathers. 


Correct the ten mistakes with idioms in this paragraph. 


When Ali graduated, he decided he didn't want to meet the ranks of commuters struggling to 
work every day. He wanted to set up his own online gift-ordering business so that he could 
work from home. He knew it was a risk but felt he would have at least a fighting opportunity of 
success. Initially, he and a college friend planned to start the business together. Ali had the idea 
and Igor, his friend, had the money to invest in the company. But then just weeks before the 
launch, Igor dropped a bomb: he said he no longer wanted to be part of Ali's plans. Despite Ali's 


attempts to persuade him to wait fire on his decision, Igor said he was no longer prepared to 
take the risk and was going to hit a retreat before it was too late. However, two weeks later Igor 
took a march on Ali by launching his own online gift-ordering company. Ali was gun-shocked by 
this betrayal, but he soon came out battling. He took Igor's behaviour as a call to weapons and 
has persuaded a bank to lend him the money he needs. Ali's introduction to the business world 
has certainly been a beginning of fire, but I'm sure he will be really successful. 


Over to 


Use a search engine to search for these words: warpath, shell-shocked, bombshell, 
gauntlet. Write down an example sentence where each word is used in an idiom. 
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Transport 


As transport is such an everyday experience for many people, it is unsurprisingly a rich 
source of idioms. 


Trains 


, he ran out of steam! and lost interest in his studies. He spen 
: t than studying, and his tutor worried that. 
- off the rails”, But then Karl fell in love with a student in his department. Now, six mont 
line), he is back on track towards gaining an excellent degree and fulfilling his drea 


! [ost energy or interest 3 later 

2 : : 4 : ES : 
started behaving in an unacceptable way again on the way to achieving something 

Cars 


We use at / behind the wheel to mean ‘be the driver’ (NB in this expression, wheel refers to 
the steering wheel): | saw their car this morning but couldn't make out who was at the wheel. 


We talk about someone being in the driving seat to mean that they are in control of the 
situation: Although the general manager is officially in charge, everyone knows his deputy 
is really in the driving seat. 


We talk about life in the fast lane to mean a life that is active, exciting and dangerous. 
Life in the slow lane is correspondingly lacking in excitement and danger: I’ve had 
enough of life in the fast lane, so I'm giving up my executive sales job and moving to the 
countryside. 


Doing a U-turn means changing direction, and it is used idiomatically when talking about 
politics: Initially, the minister was against increasing road tax, but he has now done a 
U-turn and is defending the plan. 


If we go / move / step up a gear, we start to work or play more effectively or quickly than 
before: After half-time, the team stepped up a gear and managed to score three goals. 


Planes 


| 


| example | meaning 


be flying high The company had some initial problems is very successful 
but now it is flying high. 


fly by the seat of your | We had no business experience before doing something difficult without 
pants opening the shop, so we were really flying much experience or ability 
by the seat of our pants at first. (informal) 


do something on l've written so many references now that I do something without thinking 
autopilot can more or less do it on autopilot. (informal) 


take a nosedive Share prices took a nosedive last week. went down suddenly and fast 


be on a collision The two countries are on a collision are behaving in such a way 
course course, and it seems that nothing can be that is likely to cause a major 
done to prevent serious trouble. disagreement or fight 


come to a standstill Production has come to a standstill stopped 
because of the strike. 
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16.2 


16.3 


16.4 


Exercises 


Which idioms do these pictures make you think of? 


2 


Complete each dialogue with an idiom from the opposite page. 


1 Tim: Edward's moving to New York. He said he needs more excitement in his life. 
Ruth: YesPlthinehe'stired'or E ecce er RI 
2 Rob: The government have changed their mind completely on the new y vehicle tax! 


Pierre: Yes, they've 
3 Mona: Their son has started getting into trouble with the police. 


Leon: Ves, heseems to haye 52:53 0 nit Bec ope ede tyre reed 
4 Rajiv: They were so enthusiastic when they started the new conservation scheme, but 
now it all seems to have slowed down. 
Nick: Yes, the whole project seems to have ............ " 


5 Ursula: We need to start doing things more effectively and quickly. 
Mark: Nes, we.definitelyneedto... 5... a Ra arcade : 
6 Freda: Did you see who was driving when the accident happened? 


Krishnan: No, couldn't see who was ........ tii i 
Match the beginning of each sentence with its ending. 
I'm glad to say that things are now back a driving seat any more. 
We don't know what could happen a year down b a collision course. 
Things are out of control. Nobody seems to be in the c the line. 
Profits of Internet-based companies have taken d a complete standstill. 


I think the employers and the unions are on e ontrack. 


ECHO 


a nF UNP 


Nothing’s happening. Things have come to f anosedive recently. 


Choose the correct answer. 


1 Ifa business is flying high, it is a) failing b)juststartingup c) doing well and is profitable. 
2 If you do something on autopilot, you do it a) without thinking 
b) using a computer c) deliberately. 
3 If someone is back on track, they are a) being punished for bad behaviour 
b) behaving in a less responsible way c) behaving responsibly again. 
4 If you are flying by the seat of your pants, you are doing something a) without much ability or 
experience b) without thinking about it c) which is very exciting. 


Find the meanings of these idioms in a dictionary or online and make a note of them in your 


notebook under the heading ‘Transport idioms’. Note down the definition, an example sentence 
and any other useful information, such as whether it is formal or informal, etc.: drive someone 
round the bend, a back-seat driver, step on it, put the brakes on, give / get the green light. 
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Animals 


38 


Cats and dogs 


A: Matt and Jess are so arrogant. 

B: Yes, they think they're the cat's whiskers. [better than everyone else] 

A: Do you think he'll get the job? 

B: With no qualifications or experience? He hasn't got a cat in hell’s chance! [no chance at all] 


A: 


It's not fair that we have exams immediately after the school holidays! 


B: | know, it's a dog's life! [life is hard and unpleasant] 


A: I know I don't need the car over the weekend, but | don't want you to use it either. 
B: Don't be such a dog in the manger! [keeping something so that other people can't use it, 
not because you really want it yourself] 


Farm animals 


flog a dead horse 


(straight) from the 
horse's mouth 


until the cows come 
home 


sort (out) the sheep 
from the goats 


might as well be 
hung for a sheep as 
a lamb 


Other animals 
In these conversations, the second speaker uses an idiom to repeat and sum up what the 
first speaker says. 


example meaning 


You're flogging a dead horse 
trying to persuade Kim to move 
house again. 


wasting time trying to do something 
that won't succeed (usually used in 
continuous tenses) 


Guess what? Juan is going to work 
in Moscow! I got it straight from 
the horse's mouth! 


from the person concerned 


You can argue until the cows come 
home, but I'll never agree. 


for a very long time 


Setting the class such a difficult 
exercise will certainly sort the 
sheep from the goats. 


find the people or things of high quality 
from a group of mixed quality 


You're already late, so just take all 
day off. You might as well be hung 
for a sheep as a lamb! 


might as well do something more serious 
as you are going to be punished anyway 


A: The president's just pretending to be upset about the situation, don't you think? 
B: Yes, he's shedding crocodile tears to get popular support. 


A: Thomas was really upset when his team let in an own goal. 
B: Yes, he was sick as a parrot, wasn't he? 


A: Ana’s hoping that Carlos will stop gambling once they're married, but | doubt 


he will. 


B: No, a leopard can't change its spots. 


A: He complained his business was about to fail so often that no one believed him when it 


finally did. 


B: Yes, he cried wolf once too often. 


: Helooks kind and gentle, but he's not like that at all. 
: You're right. He really is a wolf in sheep's clothing. 


A: l'm sure everyone is thinking about the divorce, but no one ever mentions it. 
B: That's right. It's certainly the elephant in the room. 
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17.1 


17.2 


17.3 


17.4 


Exercises 


Complete each dialogue with an idiom from A opposite. 


1 


2 


3 


4 


: She obviously thinks she looks really good in that new dress, doesn't she? 
;avesFsheithinks...2125/uons Dna BEND DENTAL. ees f 

: Things are pretty hard for you at the moment, I p 

Ness ao Los SI DM OE TORO ue ! 

: Do you think you'll pass your driving test? 

»uNoulhiavenbgobur fee Te IRA > sorb lames dor e.a 

: Her husband is so selfish. he never shares anything, even if he doesn't want it. 
JnYesslhie/hásia real 2: oa a esset attitude. 


Q2 020202 


Which idioms do these pictures make you think of? 


Yes, isn't 
it lovely! 


| il 
, ANNUM y JA my! 


Complete each idiom. 


3 
4 
5 


He's flogging aidead tte trying to revive that old idea. 

He'll never stop causing trouble = a .............sss can't change its spots. 
Lucy will argue with you about that until the ................. sss come home. 
HeasisicKias di e um tette not to make the finals. 


Replace the underlined part of each sentence with an idiom. 


1 
2 
3 


Don't pretend there's an emergency, or no one will help when you really need it. 

The minister pretends to be upset about homelessness, but does nothing about it. 

| hate our neighbours' selfish attitude - they don't want the parking space, but they won't let 
us have it. 

We can discuss it for a very long time, but | won't change my mind. 


Over to 


Look up these animals in your dictionary: snake, 
fish, rat. Can you find an idiom using each of them? 
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18 Parts of the body 


Der: The head and face 


You should face up to your Kate is head and shoulders It was one in the eye for? 
problems. Don't just bury above? her twin sister when his critics when he won the 
your head in the sand! it comes to passing exams. tennis tournament. 

My dad has a good head | just held / bit my 


for’ figures. He can do 
complicated sums in seconds. 


tongue? and said nothing. 


As an English speaker, | find 
it difficult to get my tongue 
round’ Scandinavian names. 


There’s more to this news 
story than meets the eye’. 


Let’s put our heads together® 
and organise a surprise 
birthday party for Sam. 


After some teething 
troubles’, our new wireless 
network is working well. 


| think the success of his first | like my economic history 


= = | 
film has gone to his head”. T : z mi li) class. I’ve enjoyed getting my 
He thinks he's wonderful. a MM SY teeth into! a new subject. | 
She won't apologise | don't know why | didn't In a face-saving' exercise, : 
because she doesn’t want get the job. Perhaps my the minister agreed to meet 
to lose face"? face just didn't fit”. the demands of the striking 
firefighters. 


! refuse to think about unpleasant facts or problems because you do not want to deal with them 

? a lot better than ? a disappointment for *is good at something; collocates strongly with business, figures or 
heights ? stopped myself from saying something which | really wanted to say ° it is more difficult to understand 
or involves more things than one thought " pronounce ê plan something together ? problems in the early 
stages of doing something new 1° made him think he's very important and made him a less pleasant person 

11 becoming involved in something enthusiastically ?? lose the respect of others 1? my appearance or 
personality was not suitable for the job !^ done so that other people will continue to respect you 


oes os T Other body idioms 


| would give my right arm for a job in the film industry. I’ve always loved the movies. 
[would very much like to have] 


| don’t want to tread on your toes, but would it be OK if I added a few paragraphs to your 
report? [do something that could upset someone by getting involved in something that is their 
responsibility] 

The media tend to point the finger at the government for most of the current problems. 
[accuse of being responsible for] 


He gave an awful speech. He made lots of jokes but nobody laughed. It made my toes 
curl. [made you feel extremely embarrassed or ashamed for someone else] 


You have to read the newspapers daily if you want to keep your finger on the pulse. 
[stay up-to-date] 


Language 


Draw pictures to help you remember the idioms, 
e.g. draw toes and write the ‘toes curl’ idiom in it. 


made my toes curl 
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Exercises 


18.1 Correct the mistakes in these idioms from A opposite. 


1 | wonder what is really behind the president's decision. I’m sure there's more to it than 
meets the mind. 

Melissa is head and hair above her brother when it comes to maths. 

I’m sure we can think of a good present for Jim if we put our hearts together. 

Kasia really loves getting her mouth into a new project. 

You mustn't bury your feet in the sand - problems don't go away if you ignore them. 

It was one in the nose for Liliana's brother when she passed her driving test first time - 
it had taken him five attempts. 


Oo) U1 4» C) h2 


18.2 Read these statements and answer the questions. 


1 The government is anxious not to lose face and so is refusing to back down. 
Is the government afraid of losing respect or money? 

2 Danny finds it very hard to bite his tongue when his boss says something foolish. 
Does Danny want to laugh or to speak? 

3 The novelist said she always enjoyed getting her teeth into a new book. 
Is the novelist talking about starting or finishing a new book? 

4 Management has introduced some face-saving measures in the attempt to make the problems 
seem less serious. 
Is management concerned about a loss of staff or a loss of respect? 

5 Winning the prize has gone to Lucia's head. 
Is Lucia nicer or less nice because of her success? 


18.3 Match the statements on the left with a suitable response on the right. 


1 Let's talk about planning the party. [] a Yes, there's more to it than meets 
the eye. 
2 Bruno was upset when he lost the race pe b That’s right, his face didn’t fit. 
to his rival. 


3 Ahmed's been so arrogant since he won 
that competition. 


C Yes, he was afraid of losing face. 


4 Hedidn't want people to think less of him. d Yes, it was one in the eye for him. 


5 They never really liked him in his old job. Yes, they're all pointing the finger 


at him. 


6 It's a very complicated issue, I think. f Yes, let's put our heads together. 


Ks ENGLI 


7 Everyone says that Karl is to blame. g Well, it’s good to keep your finger 


on the pulse. 


8 | read a newspaper every day. h Yes, it's really gone to his head. 


L 


18.4 Rewrite the underlined part of each sentence using the word in brackets. 


| wish | could go to Japan with you! [ARM] 

After some initial small problems, the business began to do well. [TEETHING] 

| find it very hard to pronounce some Welsh place names. [TONGUE] 

| don't know why they're accusing me - I'm not guilty. [FINGER] 

I’m not very good at maths, but my brother understands all about figures. [HEAD] 

| hope I'm not interfering, but could | suggest you try a different approach? [TOES] 

Paulo's speech at the wedding was so embarrassing! [TOES] 

| don't see how you can keep in touch with what's going on in the world if you never watch TV 
or listen to the radio. [FINGER] 


ANANBWN F2 
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Games and sport 


Card games and board games 
You'd think it was Monopoly money, the amount he spent last week. [money that has no 
value and is used only in games] 


| wanted the job in Paris, but | knew the dice were loaded against me because my French 
isn't very good. [I would be unlikely to succeed] 


He drives so fast! You're dicing with death if you let him drive you. [taking a great risk] 


The audience sat there poker-faced all through the play. [expressionless; this comes from the 
card game poker, where you must not let your face reveal whether you have good or bad cards] 


Management found that the union held all the cards in the pay talks. [was in a strong 
position] 


| kept / played my cards close to my chest in the interview. [didn't reveal my plans] 


The politician played his ace / trump card by promising lower taxes for all on the day of 
the election. [used his advantage, especially one others did not know about] 


Ball games 

e^o CA Reniy unu e^o R1 Reply Forward 
Hi Daniel Hi Craig 

Having a bad day at work. My boss has just increased my Sorry you're having a hard time. It seems unfair 
sales targets again! It's so unfair. He just keeps moving to push Jen out just because of something so 
the goalposts’. On top of that, my colleague Jen has minor - it's just not cricket! My new company 
just announced she's leaving, which has completely is a whole new ball game? from the last one. 
knocked me for six? because | really like working with her. People here like to play hardball®. Everybody is 
Apparently, she got the red card? from Jerry because she always competing against everyone else. | think 
was late a few times, and she's decided to leave. ll have to take a rain check tonight". | promised 
Anyway, fancy going to see a film tonight? I'd make the dinner. 

Craig Daniel 


! changing the rules in a situation in a way that is not fair ? surprised and upset me ? received official criticism 
for bad behaviour ^ it's not right or fair behaviour; usually used humorously ? a completely different situation 
$ be so determined to get what they want that they use unfair methods " something you say when you have to 
refuse someone's invitation to something that you would like to do at another time 


Boxing 


explanation 


example 


not pull any The coach didn't pull any punches when | spoke in an honest and direct way 
punches he told the team how badly they had without trying to be tactful 
played. 


be / feel 
punch-drunk 


The trade fair was so noisy and busy that! | was tired and confused (If a boxer is 
felt punch-drunk by the end of the week. | punch-drunk, he is dazed as a result of 
being hit on the head.) 


an unfair attack (In boxing, hitting 
someone below the belt is not allowed.) 


below the belt | It was below the belt to mention his 
rival’s marital problems to the journalist. 


throw in the 
sponge / towel 


Kisho will never agree to throw in the In the past, throwing the sponge or 
sponge, even if he has lost any chance of towel into the ring meant admitting 
winning the election. defeat. 
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19.1 


19.2 


19.3 


19.4 


Exercises 


Look at A opposite. Which idioms do these pictures make you think of? 


"n 


holds. SQ ds DI E stes the dicésauotastlt ete play .ssbiM gai. seus 


Rewrite the underlined part of each sentence using an idiom from 19.1. 


| felt | was taking a huge risk riding at high speed on the back of his motorbike. 

| didn't tell anyone about my plans and didn't mention that | was going to resign soon. 

He's so rich. He spends money as if it were toy money. 

The barrister used an advantage none of us knew about and revealed the final piece of evidence. 
| wanted a job in politics, but felt | was unlikely to succeed as | had no personal contacts in the 
political world. 

6 Masais so much more qualified and experienced than | am. He has all the advantages if we 
both apply for the same job. 


AUNE 


Read these statements and answer the questions. 


Joseph just sat there with a blank expression on his face. 

I think Ivana was unfair when she mentioned to her boss that Kim had once been in prison. 
Jung said he was too busy to come with us this time, so we went without him. 

The news obviously surprised and upset Gina a lot. 

Who said something that was below the belt? „sssi 

Whoitooleairainicheck?....o ttes 

Who was knocked for six by something? .. 
Who was poker-faced? isisisi 


4A»0hNFIPO0O] tU 


Complete each idiom. 


1 Jin's in a very powerful position; he „usss altas eei 

2, Theteachephas ence ————— the tme so many times that none of the 
students knows what the rules are any more. 

3 Liam is very direct with people; he never sss AEN assit dente 


4 What? The headteacher changed the holiday from a whole day to a half day! Poor kids! It s just 
notzxinier Som et ,is it? 

5 Thetwo presidential candidates have played 
quite personal attacks on each other. 


recently and have made 


6 Advertising on TV is not the same as it was 20 years ago; it's a whole usss now. 

T Everyone Telt suussani aa after six hours of political debate. 

8 At 10 pm on the night of the election, the president threw .............. sss and admitted 
he had lost. 
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Ancient myths and history 


Greek mythology 


Read these comments made by politicians: 
| think this party has a great future, but corruption seems to be our Achilles' heel. 


In his latest speech criticising the prime minister's actions, the finance minister has opened a 
Pandora's box of political and legal problems. 


Our leader has shown that she has the Midas touch when it comes to economic planning. 


His appointment to leader has caused many problems within the party, with some members 
accusing him of being a Trojan horse, sent to destroy the party from within. 


Another stock market crash is hanging over this government like the sword of Damocles. 
person or place explanation 


Achilles /a'kili:z/ | Achilles’ heel was the only place on his body that the hero could be wounded or killed. It 
was his one weak point. 


Pandora Pandora carried a box which held all the evils of the world. When she opened it, evil 
escaped into the world. 


Everything Midas touched turned into gold. 
Troy The Greeks sent a huge wooden horse into the city of Troy as a gift. Soldiers were hiding 
inside, who then attacked the city. 
Damocles During a banquet, Damocles saw a sword hanging by just one hair above his head, ready 
to fall and kill him. 


Other expressions related to ancient myths and history 
In these conversations, the second speaker uses an idiom to repeat and sum up what the first 
speaker says. 


A: The government needs to act now before it's too late! 
B: | know. It's like they're fiddling while Rome burns. 


A: We've won an important victory, but we must fight on. 
B: Yes, we mustn't rest on our laurels. 


A: rll examine every word in every single document until | find the answer. 
B: Yes - leave no stone unturned. 


: We knew it was going to end in disaster. It was so obvious! 
: | know - we all saw the writing on the wall. 


A: The early days of our business were such fun, and we were so successful! 
B: Yes, they really were the halcyon days. 


A: | don’t think we should react to their insults. 
| agree. Let's just turn the other cheek. 


We won our court case, but we've got no money left. It wasn't such a great success after all! 
No, | agree. It was more of a Pyrrhic victory. 


So Marco accepted responsibility for the situation and resigned as director? 
Yes, he decided to fall on his sword. 


The last thing Edward said to his boss when he left the job was that she was a fool! 
Yes, that wasn't such a great parting shot, was it? 


: The dispute has got bigger and bigger - everyone's involved now. 
: Yes, it seems to have grown to epic proportions. 


D» or rvp g 
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20.1 


20.2 


20.3 


20.4 


Exercises 


Look at A opposite. Which idioms do these pictures make you think of? 
T 2 3 


Complete each sentence with an idiom from 20.1. 


1 New financial regulations are hanging over the banking industry like 
Hui MUO M NUR eee, te . Bankers are extremely worried. 

2 One famous type of computer virus works like ............... t ; 
It attacks your computer from inside the system. 

3 He'sa good worker in many ways, but planning is his ts : 
He's so disorganised. 

4SDeropenedmetemte n EM)... cst m when she started investigating corruption 
in the building industry. 


Complete the crossword. 


Across 
1-thewritingontheweet a 
2/ Fam T en victory 


Down 


Correct the mistakes in these idioms. 


1 Julia's leaving shot as she walked out of the room was to say that she never wanted to see 
any of us ever again. 

The police left no stones unturned in trying to trace the missing child. 

Piero fell into his sword and accepted full responsibility for the disaster. 

She really has the Pandora touch - everything she does is hugely successful. 

It was a task of epic size, but everyone tried their hardest to succeed. 

We should continue to work hard and not sleep on our laurels. 

If we are faced with a violent attack, we should just turn the other face and not react. 
Doing nothing at this stage would be like singing while Rome burns. 


2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
T 
8 


Over to 


Use the Internet to find out where the idioms in B come from. You can use a search 
engine like Google or a specific site about idioms, e.g. www.phrases.org.uk 
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Shakespeare 


Many common idioms actually come from the works of Shakespeare (1564-1616), the famous 
English poet and dramatist who wrote 38 plays, including Romeo and Juliet and Hamlet. Here 
are some idioms from Shakespeare’s plays that are used in everyday English. 


modern-day example 


Their relationship was ruined by 
the green-eyed monster. 


By criticising the company and 
the team’s performance, the new 
manager succeeded in upsetting 
everyone at one fell swoop. 


My nephews came to stay at the 
weekend and have eaten me out 
of house and home. 


| meaning 
i 


jealousy 


| origin 
lago: O, beware, my lord, of jealousy; ft 
is the green-eyed monster which doth 
mock / The meat it feeds on. (Othello) 


suddenly, at the same time 


eaten all the food there is in 
my house (informal) 


Macduff (on hearing that all his family 
have been killed): What, all my pretty 
chickens and their dam / At one fell 
swoop? (Macbeth) 


Mistress Quickly: He hath eaten me out 
of house and home; he hath put all 

my substance into that fat belly of his. 
(Henry IV Pt II) 


It was a terrifying film - it made 
my hair stand on end. 


Let me finish this email - I'll be 
with you in the twinkling of an 
eye. 


frightened me very much 


in an instant 


Ghost: | could a tale unfold [which] 
would ... make each particular hair 
to stand on end, like quills upon the 
fretful porpentine. (Hamlet) 


Launcelot: I'll take my leave of the 
Jew in the twinkling of an eye. (The 
Merchant of Venice) 


The police were sent on a wild- 
goose chase, looking for the 
money that the criminals had 
already spent. 


The TV presenter laid it on with a 
trowel when he was introducing 
that film star. 


a search that has no hope of 
success (informal) 


praised somebody or 
something excessively 
(informal) 


Mercutio: If thy wits run the wild-goose 
chase, | have done. (Romeo and Juliet) 


Celia: Well said: that was laid on with a 
trowel. (As You Like It) 


The film is a classic love story 
about star-crossed lovers. 


Nick and Maria have broken up 
again! The course of true love 
never did run smooth. 
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people unlucky in love 


There are always difficulties 
to face in romantic 
relationships. 


Prologue: A pair of star-crossed lovers 
take their life. (Romeo and Juliet) 


Lysander: The course of true love 
never did run smooth. (A Midsummer 
Night's Dream) 


nnnun-—-—-—--—————————————" 


21.1 


21.2 


21.3 


21.4 


Exercises 


Replace the underlined part of each sentence with an idiom. 


1 The film is about two people unlucky in love and their relationship. 

2 Maxand his friends managed to eat all the food | had in the house. 

3 Harry's driving terrified me, but we arrived safely. 

4 Heset off on a hopeless quest to find the buried treasure he'd read about. 

5 Masha prepared a delicious meal in what seemed like no time at all. 

6 Jealousy is responsible for many crimes of passion. 

7 Thereviewer didn't praise the play subtly - he went on and on about how wonderful it was. 


Complete each idiom. 


1 So,Helen's parents are trying to persuade her not to get married to Tom? Oh well, the course of 


My dif de ttl lovemmeverdidirun etl 
2 This thriller is terrifying. It'll make your hair stand on „s i 
3 | need to go shopping. The kids have eaten us out of „i and home. 
4 I'll just let the cat out, then I'll be with you in the twinkling of an 
5 Let's try and write all our holiday postcards at one fell .................. this morning. 


Which idioms do these pictures make you think of? 
1 3 


Complete each sentence with an idiom from 21.3. 


1 The bank robbers left the country after they had cleverly managed to send the police off 
Once E S e PUE UE sons à 


Maya and Harry’s relationship was destroyed by ts : 
4 Simply tell your daughter that you like her work. There’s no need to 


Over to 


‘Pound of flesh’ and ‘send someone packing’ are two other idioms from Shakespeare. Search for 


these phrases online and see if you can find their meaning and origin. You could search using a 
search engine such as Google, or visit the website http://www.phrases.org.uk. See if you can find 
any other Shakespearean idioms in common usage. 
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22 Literature 
SEDES Famous literary characters 


example | explanation 


My grandmother’s attic was an Aladdin’s cave of 
old paintings and other valuable objects. 


All the cameras on our streets mean that Big 
Brother is watching us all the time. 


When I was learning to play golf, Jack was my Man Man Friday is the servant on a desert island in Daniel 
Friday. He advised me and even carried Defoe’s novel Robinson Crusoe. 

all my equipment. (You may also see Girl or Person 

Friday) 


George is a real Jekyll and Hyde character. One Jekyll and Hyde represent two opposite sides of Dr 
minute he’s happy and friendly, the next minute Jekyll's personality in Robert Louis Stevenson’s novel 
he's aggressive and violent. The Strange Case of Dr Jekyll and Mr Hyde. 


I’m single and still waiting for Prince Charming to Prince Charming is the handsome prince in many 
appear on his white horse! fairy tales. The expression is often used humorously. 


Eo. v Bl Novels, plays, fairy tales and poems 


The idioms in these horoscopes all come from novels, plays, fairy tales and poems. 


Horoscopes 


er’. Try to live life 
e; yo just with your books 
| GEMINI You sometimes feel that your hopes LIBRA There may be a big argument with 
ond ambitions are just castles in the air’. But someone close to you. But don't worry: it will 
hold on to your dreams; one of them will soon just be a storm in a teacup’. 
come true. 
CANCER You find yourself in a Catch-22 SCORPIO You don’t like offending people, 
situation’ with someone very close to you. but sometimes you have to call a spade a 
One of you needs to be mature and act first, but spade’. Don't be afraid to say something that 
who will it be? may hurt someone. 


1a problem that it is difficult to be free of * be like people who come into your life and leave again after a short 
time ? plans that have very little chance of happening ^an impossible situation where you are prevented from 
doing one thing until you have done another thing, but you cannot do the other thing until you have done the 

first thing ?do something as completely as possible ĉa situation where you are separated from the ordinary and 
unpleasant things that happen in life "a situation where people get very angry or worried about something that is 
not important *to tell the truth about something, even if it is not polite or pleasant 
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22.1 


22.2 


22.3 


22.4 


22.5 


Exercises 


Answer these questions. Use the information in A opposite to help you. 


Ji 
2 
3 
4 
5 


Which servant helped Robinson Crusoe? 

What was the surname of Dr Jekyll's evil side? 

Who do fairy-tale heroines fall in love with? 

Which authoritarian figure do we say watches everything we do? 
Who found himself in a cave full of treasure? 


Complete each sentence with a literary character from 22.1. 


1 
2 


3 
4 
5 


My sister's getting married next week. I’m so happy she's found her ...................... s 
The Internet service providers know exactly which websites we visit - 
watching us all the time. 


My life is totally chaotic. | need a... to help me with everything. 

The old cupboard was a(n) ............ 's cave of valuable objects. 

Roberto is a real Jekyll and ............. character. You can never predict how he's going 
to behave. 


Rewrite the underlined part of each sentence using the word in brackets. 


1 


2 


3 


4 


5 


Don't worry, it's just one of those problems where everyone gets upset and then it's forgotten. 
[STORM] 

He wants to borrow a lot of money to go travelling, but paying it back could become 

a problem that he can't escape from. [NECK] 

Why are you just getting a new fridge and cooker? Why not do things completely and get a new 
kitchen? [WHOLE] 

He's always got some new money-making plan or scheme, but most of the time they're just plans 
that will never happen. [AIR] 

| met him ten years ago and then saw him again last year. We seem to be like people who enter 
and leave each other's lives after a short time. [SHIPS] 


Match the beginning of each sentence with its ending. 


1 
2 
3 
4 


She’s very direct and always calls a Catch-22 situation. 


| found myself in a ridiculous b astorm in a teacup. 
People say that academics live in C ivory towers. 


There's nothing to worry about; it's just d aspade a spade. 


ERTE 


Which idioms do these pictures make you think of? 


Over to 


Use the Internet to find out the literary origins of the idioms in B opposite. The 
Phrase Finder at www.phrases.org.uk is a good place to start your research. 
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USES A Studying and making progress 


Tom and Harry are twin brothers. Tom had set his sights on! 
going to university, but some of his teachers told him his grades 
were not up to scratch. So he decided to work harder, burning 
the candle at both ends? and studying long hours. As a result, 
his work improved in leaps and bounds^ and he got a place at 
university. 


Harry, on the other hand, was naturally clever. When he was younger, all his teachers thought he was 
on track? for a place at university. In his last couple of years at school, however, he started getting 
poor grades and had a lot of ground to make up? in order to improve. Unlike his brother, though, he 
didn't work round the clock’, and as a result he didn't get in to university. 


1 decided to achieve something (You can also say ‘have your sights set on (doing) something’) ?up to a 
satisfactory standard or quality ? going to bed late and getting up early ^progressing rapidly (You can also say 
‘by leaps and bounds’) 5working on and likely to achieve something ĉa lot of work to catch up “all the time 


MERTE S Remembering and forgetting 


How do you learn and remember new vocabulary in English? Here are some tips from other students: 
Lf 

Kasia: | usually try to learn new ~N 

expressions off by heart!, especially : 

when they don't exist in my language. 


Farah: At school, we were always 
taught to learn by rote", so that we 
could repeat things from memory, 
and | still use that technique to help 


Sadiq: I’ve got a memory like a sieve’, me remember new vocabulary. 


so | find a mind map or drawing can 
help. If | have a few key words or an 


2 1 3 Ana: l've got a terrible memory. 
image, it jogs my memory". 


Most things just go in one ear and 
out the other$, so | always try to 
make a mental image when learn 
new words. Often it's something 
funny. | find that helps the words 
stick in my mind' better. 


Massimo: Because | like acting in my 
spare time, | often learn certain things 
like | would learn a script, so | can 
repeat them word for word’. Stuff like 
irregular verbs, for example. 


1 learn something so that you can remember it perfectly 7a bad memory *helps me to remember / 
reminds me ^using exactly the same words ?learn something to be able to repeat it exactly (even if you 
do not understand it) *are forgotten immediately "be easily remembered 


Teaching and learning 


example 


l've been doing this job for 20 years, but now they're bringing 
in new software which I'm finding difficult to use. You can't 
teach an old dog new tricks. 


You're teaching your grandmother to suck eggs! l've been 


fishing here for years, so | think | know where the best places are. 


| stayed up all night the night before the exam, but was so 
tired the next day | did really badly. I’ve learnt my lesson and 
won't be doing that again. 


The next time he arrives late, just go without him - that will 
teach him a lesson. 
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| meaning 


It's difficult to make someone change their 
way of doing things, especially if they have 
been doing it for a long time. 


You are giving advice to someone about 
something they know more about than you. 


to learn from a negative experience not to 
do something again 


to show someone as a result of experience 
what not to do 


23.1 


23 


23 


23 


N 


w 


A 


Exercises 


Match the beginning of each sentence with its ending. 


il 


I’m absolutely exhausted at the moment. I’ve 
been working round 


a track to graduate in the 
summer. 


Since she started at her new school, Tanya's 
work has come on in leaps 


b for word today. | was very 
impressed! 


| handed in my essay, but my tutor gave it 
back and said it wasn't up to 


c the clock to finish my essay 
on time. 


Michael's working hard at university and is on d scratch. | have to rewrite it. 


| taught the children a new song yesterday e heart for a test tomorrow. 


and they repeated it back to me word 


FII m, RES SER 3 


Our chemistry teacher told us we had to learn f and bounds. 


part of the periodic table off by 


Correct the mistakes in these idioms. 


1 


[o 


Alain was always eating sweet things, but after the dentist gave him several fillings, | think he's 
studied his lesson. 

Florence seems to be burning the candle at both sides at the moment - going to parties every 
night and then getting up early to study. 

Dev started telling the IT manager how to set up a spreadsheet. Talk about teaching your 
grandmother to eat eggs! 

| keep forgetting that | can use online banking to pay my bills. You can't teach an old bird new 
tricks, | suppose. 

Frida has set her eyes on becoming CEO, and after her latest promotion, she's well on the way. 
After his rude behaviour, Oli's mother decided to learn him a lesson and didn't let him play with 
his friends. 


Read these statements and answer the questions. 


Ralf: 


Rajesh: 


Hailey: 


Tom: 


1 
2 
3 


| draw pictures in my notebook so that when | see the picture, | remember the word. 

| can still repeat all the poems | memorised as a child. 

I'm determined to get top marks in my next test! 

I’ve tried to explain to my grandad how to use a smartphone, but he just doesn’t get it. 
| read through all my notes last night, and now | can't remember anything! 


| was ill for three weeks at the beginning of term, and so | need to catch up on my homework. 


Who learnt things by rote? 
Who can't teach an old dog new tricks? 


4 Who has a memory like a sieve? 
5 Who has a lot of ground to make up? 


Who needs something to jog their memory? — 6 Who has set their sights on achieving a high grade? 


Do these sentences make sense? Explain why or why not. 


oU€i.» 0 hN rm! 


Habib's work came on in leaps and bounds, so he failed his exam. 

My password sticks in my mind. | keep forgetting it. 

Rafaella learnt all her lines for the play off by heart. She didn't need any help remembering them. 
We've had a great year this year. The company is on track to make a big profit. 

l've got a great memory for names. They go in one ear and out the other. 

Jamie's been working round the clock recently, so I’m sure he'll have plenty of energy. 
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pa 


24 science and technology 


ES CAT Science and technology idioms in positive contexts 
Some science- and technology-based idioms are used to evaluate things in a positive way. 
Read these magazine reviews and note the idioms. 


The Soundboom 88 software suite is at 
the cutting edge! of audio technology, 
providing a complete home studio 


1 at the most recent stage of development in a particular type of work or activity ? having just been 
printed and containing the most recent information ĉa clever and original idea, plan or invention * does 
exactly what is necessary to get the result you want 


Pe Bs Science and technology idioms in negative contexts 
Science- and technology-based idioms can also be used to evaluate situations in a more 
negative way. Read this conversation about a problem at work and note the idioms. 


Rob: We're light years away from’ developing good software for our customer database. The 
hardware doesn't help either. The main computer is on the blink? and needs replacing. 


Hannah: Well, we can replace the computer, but | thought the database was OK. 


Rob: So did |, but Krishnan threw a spanner in the works? when he found some faults in 
its design. 


Hannah: Well, we should be able to sort that out. | mean, it's not rocket science’, is it? 
There must be software we can use. Trying to do it all ourselves may mean we're just 
reinventing the wheel?. 


Rob: Yes, but we want to do it properly. In some ways, the old system we had worked fine — you 
know what they say, ‘If it ain't broke, don't fix it9!' | 


Hannah: Well, if we don't fix things soon, the system will go haywire’ and we won't be able to 
contact our customers. | think you should order a new computer and replace the software. 


Rob: I'm not authorised to do that. I’m just a small cog in the machine here?. 


! be a long way away from ? is not working correctly ? did something that prevented a plan from 
succeeding ^used to say that something is not very difficult to do or to understand (humorous) 

5 wasting time trying to create something that someone else has already created 5said when you see 
that something works well, and there is no reason to try to change it " stop working normally and start 
working in a different and strange way (informal) ® one part of a large organisation 


Other science- and technology-based idioms 
The government has set the wheels in motion! for a complete reform of the tax system. 
My new car is very economical. The old one was such a gas guzzler’. 
Government investment has oiled the wheels? of economic development in the poorer regions. 


1 done something which will cause a series of actions to start ?car that uses a lot of fuel ? made it easier 
for something to happen 
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Exercises 


24.1  LookatA opposite. Read these statements and answer the questions. 


[ Rob | | got his new book the day it was published. 
My new tablet is great: it's easy to use, it looks good, and it was cheap. 
This phone has features that no other phone has yet; it's amazing. 


Apparently, it was invented by a Russian scientist, who worked on it for ten years. 


Who is talking about... 


1 something that is at the cutting edge of technology? 
2 something that was hot off the press? 

3 something that pushes the right buttons? 

4 something that was the brainchild of someone? 


24.2  Rewrite the underlined part of each sentence using the word in brackets. 


1 | try my best to do my job well, but sometimes | feel as if I’m just an unimportant person in a 


massive organisation. [MACHINE] 

2 | don’t want to do anything to prevent your plan from working, but | think you should apply for 
official permission first. [SPANNER] 

3 | worry sometimes that we're just wasting time doing something someone has already done in our 
research. [WHEEL] 

4 I’m afraid | couldn't print the document; our printer is not working properly. [BLINK] 

5 There was a power failure and everything suddenly stopped working. [HAYWIRE] 

6 She should be able to write a simple text message. | mean, it’s not a difficult thing to do, is it? 
[SCIENCE] 

7 Ithink we're a long way away from finding a cure for this terrible disease. [LIGHT] 


8 Why change the system? If it works OK, we don't need to do anything! [BROKE] 
24.3  Choosethe correct answer. 


1 If you oil the wheels of something, you a) make something happen very suddenly 
b) make it easier for something to happen c) stop something happening. 

2 Agasguzzleris a) atypeofcooker b)a person who drinksalot c)a type of car. 

3 If you set the wheels in motion for something, you a) cause it to start b) create complications for 
it c) cause it to stop. 

4 Ifa machine is on the blink, it a) is working correctly b) is not working at all 
c) is working, but not correctly. 


24.4  Hereare some errors made with idioms by candidates in advanced-level exams. Can you 
correct them? 


1 Myschool was new. We had all kinds of cutting-hedge technology. 

2 Suddenly, everything went hayware, and there was complete chaos. 

3 She felt she was just a cog in the wheel and that no one ever noticed her. 
4 Thecity council set the wheel to turn for the construction of the new park. 
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25 


Films, plays and books 


DISMEN I Idioms from film and theatre reviews 


The show had the audience rolling in the aisles!. | The plot will keep you on the edge of 
your seat’. 
The finale brought the house down". His dramatic performance sent 
shivers down my spine". 
Helena Good stole the show? with a fantastic performance. | 


1 laughing a lot ? made the audience laugh or clap a lot; was extremely successful ? got all the attention and 
praise at an event or performance *keep you excited and interested in what happens next ? was very moving 


OSSA Talking about books 


54 


Ben: | read that novel that Laura recommended. | eventually managed to wade through! all 
400 pages, but I didn't like it very much. It was really heavy going?. It's not what | would call 
a page-turner?! 


Nina: Yeah. The critics in the Sunday papers certainly did a hatchet job on‘ it. 

Ben: Well, it's pretty easy to pick holes in? the plot. | didn't think it was at all convincing. 
Nina: Mind you, | could never write a short story, let alone a novel. 

Ben: Yes, it’s much easier to be an armchair critic?, isn't it? 


1 finish reading something, but with difficulty ?difficult to read or understand *a book that is so exciting that 
you have to read it quickly ^criticised strongly and cruelly ?find mistakes in; criticise 6 criticise, but without 
any personal expertise in what is being criticised (You can also say ‘armchair traveller’ and ‘armchair gardener’.) 


An actor’s career 


C Q fi 


Portia Cole had always dreamt of having her name in lights’. At school she was 

a leading light? of the drama club, and she spent all her free time treading the 
boards’. Portia's tendency to play to the gallery^ meant she was quickly noticed 
when she started acting professionally. When she got the opportunity to take over 
the leading role in a popular new crowd-puller? in a major London theatre, she was 


waiting in the wings?, ready and eager to take centre stage’. She was surprised 
to feel very nervous before her opening night. However, all her friends and relatives 
assured her that it would be all right on the night?, and it was! The audience and 
the critics loved her, and her career was well and truly launched. 


1 being famous ?an important member ? acting on stage (in the theatre) *behave in a way to make people 
admire or support her; often slightly disapproving ? something attracting a lot of attention and interest ê ready 
to become important (this idiom is often used in non-theatrical contexts too, e.g. ‘Investors are waiting in the 
wings, ready to act if the business is sold’) ‘become the most important person in the play (this idiom is often 
used in non-theatrical contexts too, e.g. ‘Education took centre stage in the new political manifesto’) ® without 
problems on the day of the actual performance 
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25.1 


25.2 


25.3 


25.4 


Exercises 


Match the beginning of each sentence with its ending. 
The critics didn't hesitate to pick shivers down my spine. 
in the aisles. 
hatchet job on it. 


holes in her performance. 


The hero's dying words sent 

The comedian's jokes brought 

It took me all of my holiday to wade 

The singers were all great, but the young soprano stole of our seats. 
The play was so funny it had the audience rolling through that novel. 
The film was really exciting and kept us on the edge the show. 


The Sunday News critic hated the book and did a 
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the house down. 


LILIEJEIJEIJEJEJES 


Which idioms do these pictures make you think of? 


Complete each sentence. There may be more than one possible answer. 


1 When a politician plays to the gallery, it is because they want people to sssri: them. 
2 People say 'It'll be all right on the night’ when they want to... you. 

3 The boards referred to in ‘tread the boards’ are those of a... 1 

- e — TIS people would be at a crowd-pulling show. 

Is stercus rea people do not usually enjoy taking centre stage. 


Rewrite the underlined part of each sentence using the word in brackets. 


Richard is an important person in the local tennis club. [LIGHT] 
The teacher was very critical of my essay. [PICKED] 
Don't worry about your presentation. It'll all go well, I’m sure. [NIGHT] 


The dog got all the attention in the evening's performance. [STOLE] 
She spent years acting in the theatre before getting a part in a TV soap. [BOARDS] 


The new manager is good at saying things that make her popular. [GALLERY] 
The book was very difficult to read. [HEAVY] 
| can't believe that the Sunday News critic described such a boring novel as a book you just have to 


read quickly. [PAGE] 
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26 Relationships - friends and family 
BUS Family relationships 


Alice and Sara are talking about their families. The idioms they use are fairly informal. 


Alice: How quickly time passes! It seems like only yesterday that my son Jason was a 
twinkle in his father’s eye’, and now suddenly he's 18 and about to fly the nest?. 
He's got a job in Spain, so he's moving there. 


Sara: Yes, my son Richard's the same. He's 21, and he's the spitting image of? his 
dad now. He's just like him in character too — he's a real chip off the old block^! 
They're both so tall too — tall men seem to run in the family?. Richard's already left 
home — we only see him a couple of times a year. 


Alice: Yes, it's sad when your nearest and dearest® move away. Our daughter lives in 
the US, and we hardly ever see her. It's hard not being able to visit your own flesh 
and blood’ very often. 


Sara: Yes. But then, you know, our family always preferred being independent. We never 
lived in each other's pockets?, so | suppose this is the result. 


1 was not even born (humorous) ? leave home to live independently ? looks very much like 
^similar in personality to one of his parents or an older family member ?a lot of people in the family 
have that characteristic ê your family (humorous) ‘relatives *did everything together 


EDU Friends and other social contacts 


Note the idioms in these horoscopes. 


Horoscopes 
You and a good friend go back a long way’, but friendship doesn't always 
i last forever. Be careful what you say this week, or you may find that your 


old friend won't even give you the time of day’. 


You have the ear of? someone in authority, so don't be afraid to tell them 
T your opinion. If you have friends in high places^, and if you often rub 
shoulders with? important people, you should use it to your advantage. 


re This week, a fair-weather friend? will let you down when you need them 
- | & most. Remember, real friends are those who stand by you through thick 
and thin’ and are a tower of strength? in difficult times. 


Ag An old flame? makes an appearance this week. Are you ready to settle 
a down or do you want to stay footloose and fancy-free'? forever? 


t have known each other a long time ? will refuse to speak to you because they think they're better than 
you or they don't like you *the person is ready to listen to your views and ideas ^know important and 
influential people 5spend time with important or famous people *someone who is your friend only when 
things are going well for you ‘through good and bad situations * someone who supports you a lot in 
difficult situations. (You can also say ‘pillar of strength?) ? someone you had a romantic relationship with in 
the past +° free and without responsibilities to anyone 


56 English Idioms in Use Advanced 


26.1 


26.2 


26.3 


26.4 


Exercises 


Look at A opposite. Match the beginning of each sentence with its ending. 

They invited their nearest [] a father's eye three years ago! 
We don't live in each other's the old block - he's just like his uncle Rex. 
He has deserted his own flesh the nest and went to live in Australia. 
Young Sam is the spitting 


L] 
LI 
fod 
She was just a twinkle in her F] 
[] 
"m 


and dearest to the wedding. 
run in the family. 

When he turned 18, he flew 
Harry is a real chip off 


pockets, but we're a happy family. 
and blood and gone to join the army. 


aN Do 4 WY HL 


b 
c 
d 
e 
f 
g 
h 


Both girls are pretty. Good looks A image of his grandfather. 


Complete each sentence with an idiom from 26.1. 


IE CO hem con etus 

2 How could you harm your brother? He's your own... 

3 She was born in 1986. In 1983, she was just a sss in 

4 ABL osi eim - Toto PPP mere Se gathered round her for a family photo on her 


90th birthday. 
5 ld hate the sort of family where everybody lives t ; 
He's 42 and still living with his parents. Most people ............. tt a lot 
earlier. 
All of her sisters are really musical too. It must ES T9 Vne ZAN one SmE ER en : 
8) Maxisjas gerierous'as!fTisidadHels d). diti RC ORETRBUREE RE ; 


o 


“I 


Read these statements and answer the questions. 


My so-called friend Lucy doesn't even give me the time of day any more. 


My friend Tessa has been with me through thick and thin. 


My best friend and | go back a long way. 


l've got friends in high places, you know. 


l've come to the conclusion that Ben is just a fair-weather friend. 
1 Who has known someone for many years? 4 Whose friend has given support in difficult 
2 Whose friend is only there when things are times? 
going well? 5 Who knows powerful and influential people? 


3 Who has a friend who won't speak to her? 


Rewrite each sentence using an idiom from the opposite page. 


If the boss listens to him and respects his ideas, we should let him represent us. 
Joanna was incredibly supportive when | was going through a bad time. 

Amina has invited a former boyfriend of hers to the party on Saturday. 

My friend Ali has stood by me through good times and bad times. 

He was independent and had no responsibilities until he was 25; then he got married. 
l've known Raisa a very long time. 
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27 People - character and behaviour 


Positive characteristics and behaviour 
In this conversation, Lucy uses an idiom to repeat and sum up what Beth says. 


Lucy: lm trying to organise a quiz team. Who do you think | should ask? 
Beth: Why not ask Nathan? He knows a lot about all sorts of different things. 
Lucy: You're right. He's a mine of information. 


Beth: He can do all sorts of different things too. He's good at sport, and he's set up his own software 
business, which is doing very well, | believe. 


Lucy: That's right. He's a man of many parts’. 

Beth: Why don't you ask Matt as well? He's young, but he's so clever and really successful. 
Lucy: Yes, he's a whizz kid, if ever there was one. Good idea! 

Beth: His sister Georgie is nice too, isn't she? Full of energy and enthusiasm. 

Lucy: That's right. She's got plenty of get-up and go. 


Beth: She'd be great in a quiz too. She's a trained chef; she's a qualified singing teacher, so she 
knows about music; and she's studying film at college. 


Lucy: Yes, she has plenty of strings to her bow. Thanks, Beth. I'll ask them all! 


You can also say ‘woman of many parts’. 


cr ed Negative characteristics and behaviour 
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idiom | example | meaning 


a glutton for | She'scertainly a glutton for punishment. She's | someone who likes working hard or doing 
punishment | started doing a second degree, even though things other people would find unpleasant 


she's got a full-time job and two small children. | (humorous) 


highly strung | She's so highly strung that even a loud noise | very nervous and easily upset 
can make her jump. 


act / play the | He'd bea nicer person if he didn't play the behave in a silly way, often to make people 
fool fool so much. laugh 


look out for Trust Fred to take the last piece of cake. puts himself first, as he thinks he is the most 
numberone | Healways looks out for number one. important person (informal) 


a love rat Movie star Jake King was exposed as a love a man having a secret sexual relationship 
rat yesterday, when details of his affair with with someone not his wife or girlfriend 
co-star Kelly Black emerged. (informal, mainly used in popular journalism) 


a wet blanket | Stop complaining about the weather. It's not | someone who says or does something that 
that cold. Enjoy the picnic and stop being stops others from enjoying themselves 
such a wet blanket. (informal) 


a loose Our sales manager is a loose cannon. You someone who cannot be trusted because 
cannon never know what he'll say or do next. they act in an unpredictable way | 
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eat sb for The lawyers are going to eat the accused speak angrily or critically to easily control or 
breakfast man for breakfast. defeat someone 


| 


27.1 


27.2 


27.3 


27.4 


Exercises 


Complete each idiom from A opposite. 


1 
2 
3 
4 


5 


Let's hire Dan. He has a lot of get and go, and will really inspire the team. 


He's a person with many skills and talents, a true man of many ssl ; 

The restaurant is popular with banking WHIZZ „us , all talking loudly about the 
financial deals they're doing. 

Schools often encourage their students to collect as many „sss to their bow as 
possible. 

Ask Auntie Lily to help with your geography project - she's a sss of information 


about different places. 


Correct the mistakes in these idioms. 
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Concentrate on your homework and stop playing a fool! 

| hope Joe doesn't come to the party - he's such a cold blanket. 

| suppose that everyone ultimately has to look out for figure one. 

Kate volunteers for all the jobs that no one else will do - she's a real glutton for work. 
| always said she was a loose gun, so I’m not surprised she's causing trouble. 

The newspapers are claiming that the prince is a love snake. 

Be extra kind and calm with Jarek - he's very tightly strung. 

Everyone admires the young entrepreneur for his get-up and buy. 


Which idioms do these pictures make you think of? 


1 


Replace the underlined part of each sentence with an idiom. 


1 
2 


3 


I’m really scared about meeting them. I’m sure they'll be angry and criticise me. 

| don't want to be miserable and spoil your fun, but please can you turn the music down? It's 
too loud. 

Some people say that to succeed in business, you need to put your own interests first. 

There always seems to be a child in every class who acts in a silly way to make the other 
pupils laugh. 

Martina would be easier to live with if she weren't so nervous and easily upset. 

Some see him as an unpredictable and untrustworthy person, but this is unfair. 
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28 cCrimeand punishment 


ENEE) co 


Carlos and Ayse are talking about a crime at work. Read the conversation and note the idioms. 
All the idioms they use are informal. 


Carlos: I'd never have dreamt Ben was on the fiddle!, would you? 

Ayse: Well, no. | knew money was going missing, but | never thought it would be an inside job’. 
Ben seemed so honest, yet he had his hand in the till? all the time. 

Carlos: Yeah, he pulled the wool over everyone's eyes’. 

Ayse: | can’t believe he was taking us all for a ride?. He was so strict with us, and yet he was lining 
his own pockets? the whole time! 

Carlos: He sacked Jay when he was found selling things under the counter" last year. 

Ayse: | know! And now Ben has done a runner’, 

Carlos: Well, | hope they catch up with him. 


! was getting money in an illegal or 5tricking us 
dishonest way $was making money for himself in a 
2 a crime committed by someone from dishonest way 
within the organisation affected ‘secretly; illegally 
? was stealing the business's money run away to avoid a difficult situation 


4 deceived everyone 


BEET) Punishment 


Today we'd like you to tell us what you think about 
police and punishment in today’s world. Is the long 
arm of the law’ doing a good job? 


They’re too quick 
to throw the book 
at? people. Why 
should someone 
do a stretch? for a 
minor offence? Doing 
time’ just makes 
people more likely 

to commit another 
crime when they're 
released. 


The boys in blue? 
should recruit more 
reformed criminals. 
There's nothing 
more effective than 
a poacher turned 
gamekeeper?! 


| think young offenders should always be brought to 
book. A short sharp shock? would keep them on 
the straight and narrow’ in future. 


!the police (suggesting it has far-reaching 5 be punished (usually used in the passive) 
powers) 5a brief but severe punishment 

? punish someone as severely as possible "T behaving in an honest, moral way 
(informal) 8 the police (informal) 

3 have a prison sentence (informal) ? someone whose job involves working 

4 spending time in prison (informal) against the kind of person they used to be 
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Exercises 


28.1  Readthese comments about people's attitudes to banks. Complete each idiom. 
Interviewer: ‘Do you think banks are honest and open?’ 


No, there's too much secrecy and too = deals done under the ssl . They 
should be more open. 


eR eU EE: all the time, defrauding us and pulling the 
about what's really going on. 


Act uda = TINEO eaa See 
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28.2 Match each statement (1-9) with a suitable response (a-i). 


1 | think teenagers who commit a crime should be sent to prison for a week and given 

a really hard time. 

| see the police have been called in about the missing money at the tennis club. 

People who throw litter in the street ought to be prosecuted. 

Wow, the police charged Max with every possible offence they could think of! 

It didn't take long for the police to arrive, did it? 

| heard that Donald was actually in prison years ago. 

Apparently, Ellie was in prison when she was younger. 

That famous computer hacker, Jin Soon, is apparently a reformed character. 

It's amazing how that former burglar is helping the police investigate crime in the neigbourhood. 
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Yes, they say she did time for attacking her husband's lover. 

Yes, it's a real case of poacher turned gamekeeper. 

Yes, | agree. They should be brought to book. 

Yes, someone told me he had done a stretch, but | don't know what for. 
Yes, the thieves won't be able to escape from the long arm of the law. 
Yes, a short sharp shock would do them good! 

No, the boys in blue were soon on the scene! 

Yes, they really threw the book at him, didn't they! 

Yes, he's back on the straight and narrow. 
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28.3  Arethese sentences true or false? If the answer is false, say why. 


1 If someone has their hand in the till, they are illegally taking money from a business. 
2 If someone does a runner, they chase after a criminal. 

3 An inside job is a crime committed by someone from within the organisation affected. 
4 If someone does a stretch, they tell the police who committed a crime. 


Over to 


Find an article on the Internet relating to crime. Either go to a newspaper site or use a search 


engine to look for ‘crime stories in the news’. Try to find three or four idioms used in the article. 
Write them down in their context. 
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Describing people's work situation 
Read these comments by people about work situations. Idioms marked * in this unit are 
particularly informal. 


*Clare's babysitting job is such a cushy number*. All she has to do is take the children to the 
beach and watch them play? [a very easy job] 

*Lily's really at the top of the ladder now. She finally has the success she deserves: [in the 
highest position in an organisation] 

‘| took the job at Linderhoffs to get a foot in the door, even though it wasn't well paid.’ [take a job at 
a low level in an organisation, because you want a better job in the same organisation in the future] 

‘| slogged my guts out* for years in the water company and never got a pay rise.’ [worked very 
hard or used a lot of effort] 

*Harry doesn't do very much, even though he owns half the company. He's just a sleeping 
partner. [a partner in a company who does not take an active part in its management, but often 
provides some of the money; you can also say ‘silent partner] 

‘Erica has a good track record as a sales person. She deserves to be promoted: [all the 
achievements or failures that someone or something has had in the past] 

*Did Charlie get a golden handshake when he left the company?' [a large payment made to 
someone when they leave their job, either because their employer has asked them to leave, or as a 
reward for good service when they retire] 

‘She got a very generous golden hello when she started her first job after university.’ [a large 
payment made to someone when they accept a new job] 


The world of work 
These business news cuttings contain idioms used to talk about the world of work and 
business. Idioms describing work and business are often quite strong and colourful. 


Roaflex is doing a roaring trade'* and has 
effectively cornered the market? in camping 
equipment. ‘The company is going great guns?*. 
We've had a record year, its president said today. 


More travel agents will go belly up^* if the z EE 
economic recession continues. Two major I worked very hard and hoped I would get | 
operators have already gone to the wall?: Worldex 
went bust®* in February, and Overglobe closed 
in April. 


a promotion, said Ms Kirby, 'but now I 
realise Ive hit a glass ceiling? and wont 
go any further in this company.’ _ : 


1 selling a lot of goods very quickly ? become so successful at selling a product that almost no one else 
can sell it ? doing something very successfully “fail been destroyed financially 9was forced to close 
because of financial problems "closing the business êa way of life in which people compete with one 
another for power and money ?a point after which you cannot progress in your career (The idiom is 
mainly used to express the idea that women are unable to progress because the top jobs are given only 
to men in some companies.) 


Language 


Always make a special note if an idiom is very informal, and 
be careful not to use informal idioms in formal situations. 
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29.1 


29.2 


29.3 


29.4 


Exercises 


Which idioms do these pictures make you think of? 


Complete each sentence with an idiom from 29.1. 
1 Shefounded the company, but she's not very active in it now. She's just a 


2 Hedesperately wanted to work in the film industry, so he got a job carrying camera 


3 When he retired, the company gave him a tt 
4 It took him years to become chief executive, but he's n 
now. 


Do these sentences make sense? Explain why or why not. 


She had a good track record, so they fired her. 

It was a cushy number, so he had to work very hard indeed. 

I slogged my guts out and was exhausted. 

She changed jobs and got a golden hello from her new employer. 

The shop was doing a roaring trade, so they had to close down. 

Porterfax Ltd went belly up and employed 30 new staff. 

Opticarm cornered the market in digital cameras and faced strong competition. 
He went to live in the country because he was tired of the rat race. 
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Rewrite the underlined part of each sentence using the word in brackets. 


Our new online business is doing extremely well. [GUNS] 

Some airlines are in danger of collapsing financially. [WALL] 

That new farmers' market seems to be selling a lot of goods. [ROAR] 

Mr Olsen decided to close his business and retire to the coast. [SHOP] 

Another insurance company was forced to close down last week. [BUST] 

She realised she had hit a point where she could go no higher at work. [GLASS] 
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DERE a Metaphors in business news 


Metaphors (see Unit 4) are frequently used when journalists are writing about business. Notice 
how these headlines use metaphors from the weather, religion, horse riding, the natural world 
and the sea. 


Smith opts to be a big fish in a small pond* | 


1 problem likely to happen in the future 

? being totally dedicated to (You can also say ‘worship at the shrine / temple of’) 
3 gives help to someone in a very difficult situation 

^an important person in a not very important organisation 

5 given a problem which will cause them a lot of difficulty 


eee Financial news 


idiom | example | meaning 


the bottom drops / The bottom has dropped / fallen out of the people have stopped 
falls out of the market | housing market. buying something 


a ballpark figure What's a ballpark figure for replacing the office an estimated price 
furniture? 


shoot / soar sky-high Cil prices shot sky-high last month. rose dramatically 


take a nosedive The company's shares took a nosedive yesterday. fell suddenly and quickly 


receive a windfall Investors will each receive a windfall of $10,000. get some unexpected 
money 
rein in spending Many firms try to rein in spending during times of spend less 
financial difficulty. 
across the board The impact of the reorganisation will be felt across by people at every level 
the board. 
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Following the company's disastrous performance, the CEO has announced that heads will 
roll. [people will be severely punished, often by losing their jobs] 


The managing director of Lo-cost supermarkets has been put on gardening leave since being 
offered a new job with rival company Costless. [told not to come into work during their notice 
period, although they will receive payment for this period] 


The EatWell restaurant chain takes luxury catering to the next level. [makes something even 
more special or dramatic] 


The company's controversial sales manager has been warned that he will lose his job if he 
does not fall into line. [start to follow the rules] 


The director said that she is under no illusions about how difficult it will be for the company 
to survive. [understands the truth] 
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30.1 


30.2 


30.3 


30.4 


Exercises 


Look at A opposite. Which idioms do these pictures make you think of? 


Look at B opposite. Answer these questions. 


aAunBhWN Fe 


Which idiom is a horse-riding metaphor? 

Which two idioms are metaphors based on flying? 

Which of the two flying metaphors relates to a bird and which to a plane? 
Which idiom is based on a metaphor relating to fruit trees? 

Which idiom is based on a sporting metaphor? 

Which idiom is based on a metaphor relating to a breaking box? 


Are the idioms in these sentences used correctly? If not, correct them. 


1 


2 
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The speaker said he was concerned about the way in which young people queue at the altar of 
instant gratification. 

If people are given gardening leave, they are not allowed to come into work during their notice 
period. 

Receiving a sizeable winddrop from one of our investments allowed us to extend our premises. 
Changes in the company’s structure will take place across the boards. 

Jackson was underneath no illusions about how long it would take his business to get established. 
Unfortunately, our profits took a nosedive last month. 

It’s time we considered how we can take our business to the next step. 

The senior staff all went into line with the new CEO’s demands. 


Match the beginning of each sentence with its ending. 


1 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
T 
8 


Look at the business news on an English-language newspaper website. Make a note 
of any idioms that you find there. 


The latest crisis at work means that heads will = a with debt. 

| can't tell you the exact price, but | can give you a ballpark C] b in a small pond. 
No one will want to take over a company so saddled [.] c horizon. 

As our profits have fallen, we'll have to rein bol d ofthe market. 
Jake likes being a big fish =] e board. 

There are fears that the bottom may fall out C] f roll. 

For the first time in ages, there are no clouds on the company’s [] g figure. 

The plan is to implement substantial changes across the [.] h in spending. 


Over to 
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3l Business meetings 


aaa: Features of business language 


AERE Idioms to talk about business ideas 


66 


Business language can be lively, but it is sometimes criticised for certain negative features. It 
can be ‘wordy’, using more words than are necessary, for example, using at this moment in 
time (instead of now") or on a weekly basis (instead of ‘weekly’). 


A second negative feature of business language is its use of clichés (certain phrases that are 
used so often in specific contexts that they lose their originality), for example, have a window 
(have some time available) or touch base (talk to each other). 


A: Can we touch base next week? 
B: Sure, | have a window on Monday afternoon between two and four. 


Many of the idioms in this unit could also be considered clichés. 


Idioms in business meetings 
| have two issues to bring to the table at our next meeting. [raise for discussion] 


It's hard to know what do. We're between a rock and a hard place. [whichever decision we 
make, there is a problem] 


The fact of the matter is that we are in a very difficult situation. [the truth is] 


| think Hari is the ideal person for the job. He ticks all the boxes. [has all the characteristics we 
want] 


The two managers used to be polite to each other; but now the gloves are off, and they make 
no attempt to hide their feelings. [they challenge each other in an unpleasant way (informal)] 


We must work 24/7 [twenty-four seven] to achieve our aims. [all the hours we can] 


It's a dog-eat-dog world in our line of business. [situation where people will do anything to be 
successful, even if it is harmful to others] 


idiom | example | meaning 


at the cutting We have to try to develop a product that is the most up-to-date and advanced 
edge truly at the cutting edge. 


blue-sky thinking | Management are going away for a weekend creative thinking 
of blue-sky thinking about the company's 


future. 


think outside the | We hired Frank because of his ability to think | think in an original and imaginative way | 
box outside the box. 


push the We don't want to lose our company's innovating; going beyond normal 
envelope reputation for pushing the envelope. boundaries 
joined-up Unfortunately, there hasn't been enough making appropriate connections 
thinking joined-up thinking in our approach over the 
last year. 
suck it and see The idea might work, and it might not. We do something you have not done before 
need to just suck it and see. to find out whether it is successful or 
not (informal) 


English Idioms in Use Advanced 


Exercises 


31.1  Readthese comments and answer the questions. 


l | When do you next have a 3 Things are rather difficult at 
window, Sandra? this moment in time. 


What does the speaker want to find out? Why would some people not like this 
expression? 


2 ( We'll need to touch base soon. ^ [we should have a meeting on 
a weekly basis. 


What is the speaker suggesting? Does this sentence mean exactly the same 
as ‘We should have a meeting every week’? 


31.2 Which idioms do these pictures make you think of? 


31.3 Complete each idiom. 


1 | don’t know what to advise. The only solution is to s it and see. 
2. Jerome of the matter is that the company is now in a very difficult position. 
3 We've tried all the obvious solutions. Now we'll have to try thinking outside the 


In the business world, it's a matter of dog eat sss. à 

There is a need for more joined-.................... thinking from our managers. 
It's a very difficult situation. We're between a s and a hard place. 
Some of his ideas are very innovative. They really push the ...............ss 7 
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31.4 Replace the underlined part of each sentence with an idiom. 


1 Do you have any points that you would like us to discuss today? 

2 We need to prove that our products are the most up-to-date if we are to stay competitive. 
3 They've been working all hours of the day and night to complete the project. 

4 Thetruth is that our previous advertising campaign was not as successful as we had hoped. 
5 | have some time when we could meet on Thursday afternoon if that suits you. 

6 They chose Mark for the job because he had everything they were looking for. 
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aay People’s financial circumstances 


68 


Alex: If this business idea is as successful as we think it'll be, 
we'll be quids in for a change. 

Sam: Yes, we'll be laughing all the way to the bank. 

Alex: And it will be so easy too — it really will be money for 
old rope. 

Lee: I'd love to get a job with a decent salary. l'm tired of 
living on a shoestring. 

Kumiko: Me too. It would be great to be rolling in it, wouldn't it? 

Paula: Since my husband lost his job, I’m the breadwinner in my 
family. 

Maria: Really? Well, | guess | bring home the bacon in my 


family too. 


Kallum: Could you lend me 20 pounds? 


Phil: Sorry, mate, I’m a bit strapped for cash at the moment. 


Dave:  Thatsinger's ex-wife — you know the one | mean — she took 
him to the cleaner's when they got divorced. He's ruined! 


Beth: | know. She's so greedy, isn't she? She would sell her own 


grandmother / mother. 


Laura: | can’t believe you've bought a new car! We can't afford to 


throw money down the drain. 


Tim: It's OK. It was going for a song — | only paid a few hundred pounds. 


How people use money 


Enter our rags to riches! competition! 


Are you tired of scrimping and saving? in order to 
make ends meet? 


Fed up with paying over the odds^ for things and 
penny-pinching? all the time? 


Are you always on the lookout for cheap and 
cheerful’ things that won't break the bank’? 


Would you like to feel you had money to burn®? 


Then enter our competition for a chance to win 
£10,000 and a no-expense-spared? weekend in Paris. 


All you have to dois... 
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[make a profit; quid is a colloquial 
word for a pound sterling (informal)? 


[making a lot of money easily] 


[money that is easily 
earned (informal)] 


[living on very little money] 


[have lots of money (informal)] 


[person who earns the money 
the family needs] 


[earn the money the family lives 
on (informal)] 


[don't have enough money] 


[got as much money 
from him as she could] 


[would do anything to get 
money (informal)] 


[waste money] 


[being sold very 
cheaply] 


!from poverty to 
wealth ? living very 
economically ? have 
just enough money to 
pay for the things you 
need ^ paying more 
than something is 
worth ? spending as 
little money as possi 
$ cheap but good or 
enjoyable " don't cost 
a lot ê excess money 

? luxury; a lot of money: 
is spent to make it 
good 


32.1 


32.2 


32.3 


32.4 


Exercises 


Complete each idiom. 


1 


2 


3 


4 


5 


6 


7 


8 


9 


10 


Working as a security guard is money ........ enn , unless someone actually 
tries to break in. 

HEWWE ONW Ainiin , but he was always afraid he’d end up 

poor again. 

Alot'of.students findit difficaltto nmr. temm Uem and end up borrowing money 
from the bank or from their parents. 

When I was a student, | Vaa A cash, so | had to get 


part-time jobs. 

He's completely immoral about financial matters. He would ... 
He sued the newspaper for libel, won his case and took them... "T 
They set up a social le website. It was an instant success, „andn now w they'r re e laughing 


Jessie paid me for that job I did last Week SO TIN peene eena . We can have a 
nice meal out tonight! 

| bought a new guitar at the weekend. It was going for a w..essmssmseesnenenaeeienenneienaeneinenen at 

only £80. 


Correct the mistakes in these idioms. 


9 
10 


In the current financial crisis, people are finding it harder to make ends match. 

I’m tired of living on a shoelace. | need to earn more money. 

You should buy that old house - it's going for a tune. 

Spending money on ready-made meals is just throwing money down the hole. 

Did you know he took his girlfriend to the Caribbean for a luxury holiday? He must be absolutely 
running in it. 

We had lunch in a cheap and cheesy restaurant. 

| know you love that dress, but it's so expensive. There's no point in paying over the evens for it - 
it's just not worth it. 

Why don't you buy her a bunch of flowers? It won't break the wallet. 

Rachel is the main breadearner in our family. 

| wish we had more money. | hate being so penny-picking all the time. 


Rewrite each sentence using the word in brackets. 
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The prize is a luxury weekend in a London hotel. [SPARED] 

Ivana is always going shopping. She must have a huge amount of money. [BURN] 

Kim has never had much money. She has always had to live economically. [SCRIMP] 

If you like children, babysitting is a very easy way to earn money. [ROPE] 

Everyone has to go to work in order to earn enough to live on. [BACON] 

You sold the car for £200 more than you paid for it, so you've made a good profit. [QUIDS] 
Rosie has no principles when it comes to making money. [GRANDMOTHER] 

| don't make much money, so | find it almost impossible to live on what I earn. [MEET] 


Answer these questions. 


1 
2 
3 
4 


What would you buy if you were rolling in it? 

What would you stop buying if you felt strapped for cash? 
Have you ever paid over the odds for something? 

Have you ever bought anything that was going for a song? 
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33 Society 


MEL ON People in society 


The table below shows some idioms used to describe people in relation to their roles in society. 


| example | meaning 


a self-made Andrew Carnegie is the typical self-made 
man man: he was born into a poor family but 
became one of America's richest men. 


person who is rich and successful because 
they have worked hard, not because they 
were born into a rich family 


the chattering | A lot of people find his books boring and 
classes pretentious, but he's really popular among 
the chattering classes. 


educated people who enjoy discussing 
social, political and cultural issues 

a second- someone treated as if they are less 

class citizen important than others in society 


Pensioners often feel they are treated as 
second-class citizens by younger people. 


the grass Football managers often go to smallerclubsto | ordinary people in a political or sporting 
roots recruit new players from the grass roots. organisation, not the leaders 


the silent 
majority 


| don't think their new policy represents the the large number of people who do not 
views of the silent majority. express their opinions publicly 
people in business or politics with a lot of 
influence or power, although they are not 


the (men in) 
grey suits 


The men in grey suits have a lot to do if 
they are to win back public confidence in our 


public enemy 
number one 


new kid on 
the block 


banking system. 


Smoking has become public enemy number 


one since the introduction of the smoking 
ban. 


l've only been working here for a few weeks, 
so | really feel like the new kid on the block. 


well known to the public 


something or someone that a lot of people 
dislike or disapprove of 


someone who is new in a place or 
organisation and has many things to learn 


about it (informal) 


Power in society 

Bob: Have you seen this newspaper article? It seems like all the movers and shakers! were 
at the president's post-election party: all those people who helped him win by 
a landslide’. 

Tim: Or at least helped rig the election’ if you believe what some of the papers say! 

Bob: Who knows! Apparently his wife is the power behind the throne’, although she hates 
being in the public eye”. 

Tim: Yes, I’m sure she pulls the strings®. She's popular with the grey vote’ too, | believe. 

Bob: Oh well. It looks like there’s another few years for Mr Big® and his government on the 
gravy train’. 


"the vote of older people (You can also say 
‘grey pound’, the spending power of older 
people.) 

8 the most important person in a company or 
organisation (informal) 

? used to refer to a way of making money 
quickly, easily and often dishonestly, usually 
through your position in society 


the people with power and influence 

? win by a very large majority 

3 arrange an election in a dishonest way 

* someone with no official position in 
government or an organisation but who 
secretly controls it 

5 being famous; written about in the media 
and seen on TV 

Sis in control, often secretly 
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33.1 


33.2 


33.3 


33.4 


33.5 


33.6 


Exercises 


Match the words in the box to form five idioms from A opposite. 


man citizen classes roots self-made majority 
second-class grass silent chattering 


Complete each sentence with an idiom from 33.1. 


1—Politictansroften losextouchimwithithes zr rereerteneeretiesee sterii and become isolated 
from the public. 
2^ [ES EIE Eoo nce ca S S a EE Hee was heard, instead of the more vocal and 


aggressive minority. 
3 My father was a ............ 


ttis . HG came from a poor background and 
worked his way up until he became quite rich. 


4^ nm sickiofilistemmgtotheopinions orthelbsis d ndot tona Tett rtt . What about 
the opinions of ordinary people? 
5 If you are poor, you may sometimes think you are a... tne in 


terms of access to university. 


Answer these questions. 


1 How do you feel if you are the new kid on the block? 

2 What, or who, in your opinion, is public enemy number one? 
3 What kind of people are in the public eye? 

4 What kind of people make up the grey vote? 


Are these sentences true or false? If the answer is false, say why. 


1 Second-class citizens are the people with most influence in a society. 

2 The gravy train refers to the big travel expenses which politicians can claim. 

3 The chattering classes means very talkative people. 

4 If you rig an election, you arrange it in a dishonest or criminal way. 

5 If someone wins an election by a landslide, they win by just a small number of votes. 


Complete each idiom. 


1 It must be hard for that film star's family, being in the public oes all the time. 

2 | hate the way some politicians seem more interested in getting on the on ececmeseuenneneennaeneneenee train 
than in helping ordinary people. 

3 After a few days at your new school you won't feel like the new kid on the ............ s 


any more. 
A Themen - and women - in sss suits have far more influence on our daily lives 
than we imagine. They pull all the ............ ss. 
5 The owner of this TV company is the Mr s. Of the media world. 
esSunbathingis public... number one as far as doctors are concerned. 


Replace the underlined part of each sentence with an idiom. 


1 Although Ollie receives all the media attention, his mother is really in control. 
2 Inthe election, the Green candidate got far more votes than any other party. 

3 Everyone suspects that the elections were not honestly won. 
4 
5 


Mark has become very successful in business, despite starting out with nothing. 
Journalists need to establish good contacts with the people who have influence in society. 
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Daily life 


Eating and sleeping 
idiom | example | meaning 


square meal You shouldn't just snack - try to have at least one a proper meal with all the types 
square meal every day. of food your body needs 


done to a turn The meat is delicious. It's done to a turn. perfectly cooked 


eat like a pig He has no table manners - he eats like a pig. eats very greedily and 
unpleasantly (disapproving) 


eatlike a horse | She's quite thin, even though she eats like a horse. eats a lot 


eat like a bird My grandmother's tiny, and she eats like a bird. eats very little 


burn the Try not to burn the midnight oil the night before an work or study until very late at 
midnight oil exam. It's best to get an early night. night 


sleep on it Don't decide now - sleep on it and see how you feelin | postpone making a decision 
the morning. until after a night's sleep 

go/beoutlike | The little boy went out like a light as soon as he went | fell asleep very quickly 

a light to bed. 

not lose sleep It was just a silly argument - | wouldn't lose any sleep | not worry about 

over sth over it. 


More daily life idioms 

Jack: Hi, Tara. Haven't seen you for ages! How are things? 

Tara: lve been really busy. In fact, | don’t know whether I’m coming 
or going’! 

Jack: Is that because of work? 

Tara: Partly. But l've also got some friends staying with me this week. 
They're lovely, but they want to go out on the town? every 
night. I’m exhausted! 

Jack: But surely they could go out on their own? 

Tara: Well, last night | suggested | give it a miss’, but they wouldn't 
listen. 

Jack: Sounds like they've outstayed their welcome"! 

Tara: Yes, they have. And also we're so busy at work that | don't 
have time to eat lunch. I just have a sandwich on the hoof?. 
There's not even a spare moment to pass the time of day? with 
colleagues. And I’m having a bad hair day’ today too! 

Jack: Poor you! You just need to take each day as it comes*. We're having a difficult week too. 
We've got no electricity, so the flat's freezing, and we can't cook or have a hot shower. 
As you know, | like my creature comforts’, so I'm finding it really hard. We were lucky 
last night, though. We went out for a meal and the owner let us have it on the house? 
because | once did a favour for him. Anyway, here's my train. See you soon. Bye. 


1 am unable to think clearly or decide what to do because there are so many things to deal with ? spend the 
evening in bars, restaurants or clubs ? not take part (informal) ^stayed longer than the host would like 

5 while doing other things 5 have a short, informal conversation or chat " having a day when you feel that 
you look unattractive, especially because of your hair; often used humorously to describe a day when 
everything seems to go wrong (informal) ê deal with things as they happen and not worry about the future; 
often used to describe recovering from an illness ? physical comforts like a comfortable bed, hot water, food 
and warmth * given free by the business 
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34.1 


34.2 


34.3 


Exercises 


Look at A opposite. Match the beginning of each sentence with its ending. 
Don't worry. There's no point losing any like a light. 
We had a great meal. The meat was done meal every evening. 
Helen has been up all night burning sleep on it. 
My grandmother doesn't want much lunch. She eats 


I didn't think I was tired, but | went out 


sleep over it. 
like a pig. 

| feel hungry and tired if | don't eat a square the midnight oil. 
like a bird. 


to a turn. 


It's late. Let's not talk about this now - we need to 


oS. Oy Q1 SS (DNO d 


I’m embarrassed to go to restaurants with him. He eats 


EATE HAH 


Complete the paragraph using idioms from the box. 


on the hoof square meal creature comforts go out on the town 


When Sam first went travelling, he really missed his (1) 
hot water and a soft bed. However, he loved being able to (2) 
at night with new friends in different countries. He had such an exciting time that he was 


, and so he just ate 
from street markets. Sam is now back at work but is 
planning his next trip. 


Complete each dialogue with an idiom from the opposite page. 


1 A: How is your new job going? 

B:* iesteallybusykkdomt whether s nac iaia D o M Se ! 
2 A: Are you enjoying having Lisa and Bob to stay with you? 

B: Well, | was at first, but now I’m fed up. They've .. pe P E 
3 A: Do you a going to some bars and maybe a club or two c on in Saturday night? 

B: Yes, let's . than] ded: .. together. 
4 A: Excuse me. You haven't charged u us s for our coffee. 

B: It’s OK. It’s... i zd 
5 A: Are you going toc come to chess club this evening? 

B: | was hoping to, but I’m afraid I'm going to have to ttti ; 
6 A: Shall we meet for lunch today? 

B: Sorry. I’m too busy at work. I'll just have to have a sandwich .............. s . 
7 A: Do you know your neighbours well? 

B: Not really, we just... TAGAI w ees SOMETIMES. 
8 A: Howis your father feeling after his operation? 

B: He's just trying to... a air 
9 A: Anything wrong? You’ ve : been looking miserable all day! 

B Oh nothing in particulars [ast Having aJ ee C PEE Eee eter ; 

10 A: I made a huge amount of food and Ahmed ate it all! 
[Be Ye, Ino itcm ton Ade Mem nera eio cime fen Mond 
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Positive feelings 


Successful events 
Read these positive reviews about the arts and note the idioms. 


It's difficult to get children interested in 
sculpture, but the special exhibition at the 
City Gallery hits exactly the right notet. 


lis suitable and has the right effect (You can also say ‘strike the right note’.) ? was enjoyed by everyone 
very much? was successful and exciting ^ showed that they were happy to be there ? been very successful 
(and probably made a lot of money) tasted good and made everyone satisfied 


ee Personal experiences 


In these conversations, the second speaker uses an idiom to agree with the first speaker. 


Tim: Molly has entered that pop singer contest on TV, The Nation’s Best. 


[is very excited about the future and 


Daisy: | know, she’s really got stars in her eyes, hasn’t she! 
y yg y thinks she's going to be famous] 


Gina: The new album by Adele is absolutely amazing! Just fantastic! 


Eva: Yeah, it really blew my mind the first time | heard it! [mage id Ew er dde or 
surprised (informal)] 


Ciaran: Congratulations on getting the job in Italy. You always wanted that, didn't you? 


[something that happened, although it was 


, " i aa 
Fran: Yes, it’s a dream come true! | can’t believe my luck. not likely that it would] 


Lily: Steve seems so happy ever since he passed his exams. 

Ana: Yes, he's been on a high ever since he got the news, hasn't he? [paon beg vory eem 
excited (informal)] 

Ben: Hugo seems so happy and contented now that he's married, doesn't he? 


Lisa: Yes, he's as happy as Larry. [very happy indeed (informal)] 


Theo: William seems very happy today. | wonder why. 


Natasha: Yes, he seems to be full of the joys of spring! [very happy indeed] 


Dan: The boss has said we can all go home early today! 


Hilda: Wow, that's music to my ears. Great news! [makes me feel happy] 


Stefano: Osvaldo is always so happy and never seems to worry about anything! 
Fred: Yes, he's such a happy-go-lucky person. [someone who is always happy and never worries] 
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35.1 


35.2 


35.3 


35.4 


35.5 


Exercises 


Complete each idiom from A opposite. 


1 The company's new line of sportswear has been incredibly popular, and they've made a lot of 


money: Theyireallycs Sen RENI a jackpot this time. 

2 Theend-of-term party really went with ................ t . Everyone 
enjoyed themselves. 

3 Thabappleipielyou'made Wert deu e OE aeimqi aac nne dci dece with our 


dinner guests. 
4 We were freezing, so she gave us some hot chocolate to drink - it really 


Md MeR Me Ea s s spot. 

5 Everyone was in a happy mood and entered .................. ts the 
fancy-dress ball. 

6 Hislectureihitexacty.— e —- . Everyone enjoyed it and said it 


was very informative too. 


Which idioms do these pictures make you think of? 


T 
ey: T 


Replace the underlined part of each sentence with an idiom. 


1 After winning the race, | was feeling extremely excited for the rest of the day. 

2 The decision to cancel the rugby match was very good news to me. | hadn't been looking forward 
to it at all. 

3 Meeting the president was something | had always dreamt of, and now it was real. 

4 Shona was looking very happy this morning. Something good must have happened. 

5 George is dreaming of becoming famous - he's joined a rock band and given up his job. 


Rewrite each sentence using the word in brackets. 


1 Sam Bagg's new album filled me with amazement and excitement. [BLEW] 

2 Mysister is such a happy and easy-going person. [LUCKY] 

3 Iris is incredibly happy today! [SPRING] 

4 He's so very happy in his new job. [LARRY] 

5 This new series of adventure novels is just perfect for a teenage audience. [STRIKE] 


Correct the mistakes in these idioms. 


1 The music festival went on a swing, and a lot of money was raised for charity. 

2 The song we wrote for the end-of-course party went as a treat for all the teachers. 

3 My cousin's got a star on her eye ever since her music teacher told her she could be famous 
one day. 

4 Edward is such a happy-lucky person; he never worries about anything. 


Over to 


Look in a good dictionary or visit Cambridge Dictionaries Online and find at least one idiom 


referring to positive feelings based on each of these words: content, cheerful, moon. 
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Negative feelings 


People who are rude to waiters 
make my blood boil! 


Chewing gum in 
class really rattles 
my teacher's cage*! 


People who talk loudly on 
their mobiles on the train 
make me see red?! 


< 


What makes 
people angry? 


Mum almost burst a blood 
vessel? when she saw my 
brother fighting on the 
street. 


W People who drive too closely 
À behind me make me all hot 


and bothered’! 
a 


Phone calls from people trying 
to sell me things | don’t want 
really get my goat’! 


! make me very angry ?get angry ?angry and worried (informal) ‘irritate me (informal) ?got very angry 
(informal) $ makes sb angry (This idiom is often used to describe someone who has been made angry on 
purpose.) 


BORN S Other negative feelings 


| meaning 


example 


knock sb for six Losing his job has knocked John for six. shocked or upset him very much 
(informal) 


wild horses couldn't Wild horses couldn't make me have a | would never 
make me filling at the dentist's without an injection. 


have a sinking feeling | had forgotten to do my homework, solhad | felt that something bad was 
a sinking feeling when my teacher asked about to happen 
for it. 


down in the dumps Katy has been down in the dumps since she | miserable (informal) 
failed her exam. 


not be your bag / not be | Playing cards is not my bag / not my thing. | is not something | am interested 
your thing It's really boring! in or like (informal) 


wouldn't give sth The new government wouldn't give house don't like or approve of 
house room room to those outdated policies. 


kick yourself | could kick myself for forgetting my sister’s | am very cross with myself 
birthday. because I did something stupid 

reduce to tears Her brother's unkind words reduced her made her cry 
to tears. 

be a bundle of nerves Amy was a bundle of nerves before her was extremely nervous (informal) 
wedding. 

run out of patience I’m running out of patience with these am beginning to feel annoyed 
naughty children. 


Language 


Help yourself remember these idioms by writing sentences about situations where 
you experienced the feelings they describe. 
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36.1 


36.2 


36.3 


36.4 


36.5 


Exercises 


Correct the mistakes in these idioms from A opposite. 


Dad almost split a blood vessel when | told him I'd driven into his car. 

Lucy felt all warm and bothered after having to push her way onto the train. 
Dave saw black when he heard the boy speak so rudely to Maddie. 

You're in a bad temper today. What's rattled your box? 

What Lily said to her mother really made my water boil. 

It really gets my dog when you say such stupid things! 


aAnBRWN HP 


Complete the idioms. What idiom would you use if you felt ... 


, 


Very nervous? Ima e RU eM : 
unhappy? *Lfeel....... a E EO today. 
apprehensive? ‘I about this exam? 


oU14» 0) N FE 


unwilling todo something? TILIA ERES apologise to Nick.’ 


Match the beginning of each sentence with its ending. 


1 Going to the opera isn’t my E] a six. 

2 | wouldn’t give that artist's work [ | b boil. 

3 Onrainy days | often feel down in the m c feeling. 

4 People dropping litter makes my blood Ei d bothered. 

5 Oliver's rudeness made me see E e bag. 

6 Not getting the job has knocked Ben for [C] f house room. 
7 Losing his keys made Tom all hot and Lil g dumps. 

8 When the phone rang, | had a sinking C] h red. 


Rewrite the underlined part of each sentence using the word in brackets. 


1 Selfish behaviour makes me very angry. [BOIL] 
The film’s sad ending made Jess cry. [TEARS] 
Cruelty to animals makes me very angry. [RED] 


| am going to get angry soon with James. [PATIENCE] 
My brother's laziness makes me very angry. [GOAT] 


I was angry with myself for missing the train. [KICKED] 
What's made Paul so annoyed? [CAGE] 
I shouldn't let him make me so angry. [BOTHERED] 


9 Long walks in the countryside are not the sort of thing that appeals to me. [BAG] 
10 Your father will be furious if you say you're dropping out of university. [BURST] 


c NON 4» CQ) N2 


Complete these sentences so that they are true for you. 


—— — MH ER reduced me to tears. 
2ugWotldijt;glVe.....ua ottenere house room. 
OBI A AE A EAEE tilia EE E, gets my goat. 


.is not my bag. 
T Wildiherses;coutdn;timake ME oom eT EET , 
8 mollbemh c NM EE Rus oc eo s knocked me for six. 
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impatient? c UR A EAER with that incompetent company: 
upset? ‘The argument | had with my best friend has .......... t : 


, 


TT 


Problems 


Problems with situations 

Matt: How are things at work these days, Nadia? 

Nadia: It's a nightmare’. | took my eye off the ball when | was trying to negotiate an 
important deal and managed to lose quite a bit of money. 

Matt: Can't you sweep it under the carpet?? 

Nadia: Well, | did wonder about that, but decided I’d just have to own up to making a pig's 
ear of? it. 

Matt: Was your boss angry? 

Nadia: Very! He said | was losing my touch’. It was quite a slap in the face? because I’ve 
brought in lots of good business until now. 

Matt: So are you thinking of looking for another job? 

Nadia: That was my first reaction, but I’ve thought about it again in the cold light of day’, 
and I think it might be better to stay there for a bit and try to make up for it. 

Matt: Well, I’m sure you'll be able to do that without any problems. 

Nadia: | certainly hope so. l'd hate to feel I'd really lost the plot’. 


!is terrible (informal) ?lost concentration ?hide what happened *doing something very badly 
(informal) 5losing my previous skill hurtful; upsetting "later, when feeling calmer ® gone crazy 


Sa ea Problems with people 


Forward 


eee SA 


T 
ecc PF ply Forwar Dear Zena, 


I'm getting married next month, but it's all 
going wrong! The venue where we wanted 
to get married has cancelled our booking. | 
This has really pulled the rug from under 
our feet, as it's too late to find somewhere | 
else. My fiancé’s brother is also refusing to 
come. I think he's trying to settle a score? 
after a big argument they had last year, but 
it's very upsetting. And now my dress is 
too small! This is just the latest thing in a 
chapter of accidents’. Is this a sign that our 
marriage won't work? Should I just cancel 


Dear Zena, 


I work in the same office as my sister. We 
get on well, but she is very jealous of me. I 
have now been offered a promotion, which 
would mean earning a much higher salary 
than her. If I accept it, it will really put her 
nose out of joint'. However, I’m in over my 
head? with debt just now, and if I don't 
accept the job I will be in a tight corner 
financially. I can't see the wood for the 
trees at the moment, so please help me. 
What do you think I should do? 


3 


the wedding? 
Emma Megan 

! upset or offend her by getting something ? done something that causes difficulties for 

she wanted us, or suddenly taken away help or 
2 in a difficult situation that | can't deal support from us 

with $ punish someone for something they did in 
3 in a difficult position (You can also say ‘ina the past and that you cannot forgive 

tight spot’) Ta series of unlucky events 


^ am unable to understand a situation because 
| am too involved in it 
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37.1 


37.2 


37.3 


37.4 


Exercises 


Choose the correct word to complete each idiom from A opposite. 


1 
2 


3 


4 
5 


When children help you cook, you can't take your eye off the [TV / car / ball]. 


You're refusing to speak to her now, but | suspect you'll feel differently in the cold [time / air / 


light] of day. 


| really don't want to make a speech at my friend's wedding - I’m sure I’ll make a total [pig's / 


dog's / cow's] ear of it. 


Trying to park in town was an absolute [nightfall / nightcap / nightmare] this morning. 


Dan's behaving very strangely. Do you think he's finally lost the [map / plot / plan]? 


Which idioms do these pictures make you think of? 


ny 


Match the beginning of each sentence with its ending. 


c -41 Do 4» € hM HL 


Agree with what A says. Complete each dialogue with an idiom from the opposite page. 


i 


2 


I’m not making as many sales as | used to. | must be losing my 

| don't know why Bill is still so determined to settle a 

| wonder if you could help me out of a tight 

His neighbours' new car certainly put Ted's nose out of 

He realised he'd made a terrible mistake in the cold light of 

No one in this business can afford to take their eye off 

There have been problems all week - it's just been a chapter of 
Stand back from the problem so you can see the wood for 


PPPRP 


= 0S 3°) 0) om. Ono 19) 


LILIEILIJEIJEJEJE] 


This job is really much too difficult for us now. 
EYES V A RRR SR o TCR AR 
Selina has upset Gemma by going out with her ex- boyfriend. 
lknowpitissreallya using SENG MO Ip CR BASE nrrainn ‘ 
It will be impossible to hide our mistake. 
Yes theres ho point trying toe... 22909 amas Le a ee ee : 
That singer's nothing like as popular as he used to be. 
You're right; think he's... ttim ca tici E E 
We need to get away for a while and think about the situation more re clearly. 
Good'ideazAtthe"momentwe--—— ———co c m ; 
| keep forgetting things recently. 
Me too. I Teel Ike D TIVA da tT RS ! 
You have to concentrate all the time in this job. 
Vou're night VYotkcam tantsa mmm ad quet baana: ’ 
He’s got himself into a very difficult position now financially. 
NSS eS ncc er che EET ; 
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corner. 
accidents. 
the ball. 
touch. 


day. 
the trees. 


joint. 


score with Jack. 


79 


80 


Having an argument 


Moving on 
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Arguing 


: I’m having difficulty working with Ronan at the 
moment - the venue for the training course has 
become a real bone of contention! between us. 

: | know what you mean - he's always got a bone 
to pick? with people. Even when we've all agreed 
something, he'll decide he wants to argue the toss?. 
It's really frustrating. 

: Yes, exactly! At the last meeting we'd discussed the 
venue and all agreed on The Grand, so | booked it. 
Then yesterday he started picking holes in* the hotel, saying it wasn't good enough. That really put 
the cat amongst the pigeons?! 

: Oh no! I don't understand why it's become such a sticking point*. | would have thought it's obvious 
that changing the venue at this stage is out of the question’. 


! something which causes a lot of disagreement *something you want to talk about because you are 
annoyed ?to keep disagreeing with something that is already decided (disapproving) ^to find mistakes 
or problems in something °to do something that causes a lot of trouble for other people ĉa subject 
which two sides in an argument cannot agree on ‘impossible or not allowed 


Reacting to an argument 


1 topics or areas which the two sides can agree on ?to use your authority to tell someone they must 
(not) do something ?to refuse to change your opinion or position when others try to persuade you to 
^to do what someone orders or expects you to do (also spelt tow the line) 5to let someone know they 
are not as important as they think they are 


| : 
example | meaning 


After all the difficulties in the department last week, | to make bad feelings or disagreements disappear 
we've just had a meeting to clear the air. 

Although I personally still don't agree with the new to ignore a bad situation from the past because you 
office layout, I’m going to let sleeping dogs lie. don't want new problems 


The prime minister held out an olive branch to the to do or say something to show that you want an 


opposition by offering them more power in the new argument to end 
coalition government. 


Tara and | had a lot of arguments last year, but it’s all | a problem or disagreement which happened in the 
water under the bridge now. past but that no one is upset about any longer 


After a very public disagreement last week, the two to forget about a disagreement or unpleasant 
ministers have agreed to let bygones be bygones situation and move on 
and work together to support the proposal. 


38.1 


38.2 


38.3 


38.4 


Exercises 


Which idiom does the picture remind you of? 


Use the idioms from 38.1 to complete these sentences. 


1 


2 


My mum was pretty easy-going about mess, but | remember she .......... 
and said no when we wanted to fill the bath with mud! 
We'd already agreed the schedule when the board asked us to bring the dates forward and that 


The packaging for the new shower gel is a real s between the 
marketing department and the production team. They both want completely different designs. 
He was really difficult to work with for the first few weeks, but then he offered to get me a coffee 
the other day, which I think was his way of ena 

l've had a lot of arguments with my father about what he said to me. He's not going to apologise, 
Som | USE COW Or scere E ee 


Choose the correct answer. 


1 


2 


If someone says something is out of the question, they mean a) it's a good idea b) they're not 
sure aboutit c)they won't consider it. 

A sticking point in a negotiation is a) something which is difficult to agree on b) something which 
everyone agrees on c) a compromise. 

If you have a discussion to clear the air after an argument you a) don't want to apologise b) want 
to create a good atmosphere c) don't want to discuss a difficult subject. 

If somebody picks holes in your suggestion, they a) find a lot of faults with it b) partly agree with 
it c) don't want to discuss it with you. 

If someone has a bone to pick with you, they want to a) move on after an argument b) talk about 
something you have done which has annoyed them c) stop you from doing something. 

If you stand your ground in a discussion, you a) refuse to change your opinion b) say something 
in order to cause trouble c) find something you can agree on with the other side. 


Rewrite each sentence using the word in brackets 


1 
2 


3 


Sylvia is very difficult to work with. She always disagrees with every decision. [Toss] 

Although the negotiations were difficult, we managed to find some areas where we agreed in 
terms of product development. [COMMON] 

When | told my dad | was thinking of dropping out of university, he told me I was not allowed to. 
[Foor] 

A group of ministers refused to do what they were expected to do and voted against the latest tax 
bill. [TOE] 

Somebody should really tell Rashid he's not as important as he thinks he is. He can't keep telling 
everyone what to do. [PLACE] 

After our disagreement, | wanted to forget about the situation and move on, but Emma still 
seemed very angry with me. [BYGONES] 
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Journalism 


LEGEN Newspaper articles about politics 


82 


There are many expressions in English which are frequently used in journalism but are rarely 
used in other contexts. This kind of idiomatic language is sometimes called journalese. 


Marathon talks! 
come to an end 


Several weeks of lengthy talks are 
coming to an end, and planners 
are now almost certain to be 
given the go-ahead? to build 
a new housing estate on what is 


now North Park. 


very long talks ?get permission ĉin danger of losing his position *with more and more people asking 
Sis responsible for the death of someone or something *last-minute "reach (also collocates with other 
nouns, for example deal, treaty and compromise) ® used to emphasise that something is not certain 


A newspaper article about war 


Vorinland attacked 


The war-torn country! of have resulted in warehouses shrouded in mystery’, but 
Vorinland has been further near the border being engulfed one theory is that it was a last- 
plunged into chaos? by a series in flames’. The situation has ditch attempt? to sabotage the 
of cross-border raids from brought an end to the uneasy peace negotiations currently 
the Sornak Republic, which peace’ which the two countries underway. The international 
took place under cover of had been experiencing for the community has appealed for 
darkness’ last night. A number last few weeks. The immediate calm. 


! country which has suffered a lot as a result of war ?put into an extremely difficult situation 
3 protected by the fact that it was dark ‘violent acts of conflict °set alight 5 peace that is not stable 
"not known ĉa final try (also collocates with other nouns, for example challenge and effort) 


Language 


To find more examples of journalese, type “journalese” into a search engine, e.g Google. You should 
find both idioms and other language characteristic of modern journalism. 
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of bloody confrontations* motive for the raids is as yet 


PM fighting for his 
political life? 


The prime minister is facing 
increasing problems today, 

amid mounting calls^ for his 
resignation. Many say he has blood 
on his hands? after the number of 
civilian deaths in the recent war. 


Exercises 


39.1  Readthe headlines. Are the statements below true or false? If they are false, say why. 


1 City mayor fighting for his political life | 4 Court finds man has blood on 
his hands E 


The mayor is going through a 
successful period. The court found the man guilty. 


2 New road link given the go-ahead . 


The new road link will be built. 


The ministers want to come to an 
agreement. 


3 Eleventh-hour ag eem. 1 
to save battleship — — 


6 Marathon talks end in failure | 


The agreement to save the battleship 
was made in plenty of time. The talks were brief. 


39.2 Complete each idiom. 


PSI OU CEUS, crate ccna: mystery 

Pelayo is ee. Ae ee flames 
spen m dc darkness 
4 plunged 

5 hammer 


39.3 Complete each sentence with an idiom from 39.2. 


1 The forest fires resulted in some entire villages being .................. : 
2 The robbers got into the house ......... s 

3 It will not be easy for the two sides to ........ n cde 

4 The reasons for the bank manager's disappearance ar are e still 


39.4 Choose the correct word to complete each idiom. 


1 Jessica Matthews, the British actor, has agreed to take the part if, and it’s a [big / strong / hard] if, 
she gets the co-star she has requested. 

2 Amid [rising / climbing / mounting] calls for his resignation, the president has not been seen in 

public today. 

The [handy / bloody / hearty] confrontations show no sign of coming to an end. 

There is now an [uncomfortable / unpleasant / uneasy] peace in the area. 

The councillor is fighting [for / over / to] his political life. 

There is growing evidence that the CEO himself has [dirt / mud / blood] on his hands. 

The directors are making a [last-time / last-line / last-ditch] attempt to save the company. 

It is a [war-worn / war-torn / war-broken] country, with problems of poverty and disease. 


ce -10 01 BW 


39.5  Whatimages do these words make you think of? Why do you think journalists like such 
images? 


1 engulfed 3 shrouded 5 eleventh-hour 
2 plunged 4 last-ditch 6 war-torn 
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40 Advertising 


cT Idioms to convince people life can be better 


Advertisements often claim that products will improve your life or give you special and 
exciting experiences, and so they use idioms connected with that theme. 


The cruise ship Ocean Comet offers luxury 
beyond your wildest dreams!. Holiday in 
style with our exclusive 21-day winter cruises. 
Go on, do yourself the world of good? and 
book now at cometcruiser.com. 


Mary Wilkes has a glass of Corngrass health 
drink every day. ‘Drinking Corngrass has 
taken years off me?; she says. At 85, Mary still 
believes in living life to the full‘, and with 
Corngrass, she does. 


different. 


In a world where it's getting more andm more - 
difficult to stand out from the crowd’, the — 
top-of-the-range Vedra 2000 beats other cars 
in its class hands down*. Vedra - love to be 


‘We tried every kind of holiday, but they 
never quite hit the mark’, said Ben Stax. 
‘Then we discovered Jetaway. There’s a 
world of difference’ between a normal 
airline and one that takes care of you from 
the moment you leave your house" 


more than you could ever imagine or wish for 
make yourself feel much healthier or happier 
made me look and feel much younger 
experiencing as many good things as possible 
in life 

5 has already got features other products will 
not have for a long time yet 


H 
2 
3 
4 


Idioms and wordplay in advertisements 


5is impressively powerful 
Tbe different from and better than others 


so that everyone notices you 


Sis superior to other cars of its class 
? were never successful 
10 4 very big difference 


(usually with between) 


Advertisers often play with idioms to make a greater impact, for example by basing the names 
of products and services on idioms to make them more memorable. Here are some examples 
from recent advertisements. The products and services are shown in the pictures. See Unit 6 
for more information on playing with idioms. 


There’s no time like the 
present? ... and we have 
the perfect gift for everyone 


Dustbattler 
206 


It’s time to 
come clean! 
and admit 
you have a 
dust problem! 


Selling your house was 
a smart move. Now let 
us do the hard work. 


Johnston Removals Ltd 


This week only - free gift 
wrapping at Lennards 


1 come clean means ‘tell the truth’, usually about something bad that has been kept secret; the 
Dustbattler 206 cleans carpets ?a smart move is a wise or clever action; removal companies help people 
move to a new home ?said if you think it is a good idea to do something immediately; a present is a gift 
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40.1 


40.2 


40.3 


40.4 


Exercises 


Complete each idiom from A opposite. 


1" TMCS tate eere difference" om EE, eee economy class and business class 
when you fly long distance. 

2: A'camera'thatis' ahead ......... . The new Imagion A64. 

3 Trick me! The new family fun game that beats other games „uussa . Available now at 
all good toy shops. 


4 Avilla in the Mediterranean? Free petrol for life? There are prizes beyond your „sssi 
in our new super-lotto competition. Enter online today! 


5 Small but perfectly formed, this music player sss an impressive 
dAfandss bo hom , With great sound quality and portability. 
6 If your cooking doesn't quite hit ............. sss , why not try our new online home-cookery 


course at www.foodstermania.com? 


Agree with what A says. Complete each dialogue with an idiom from the opposite page. 


1 A: The first hotel was dirty and noisy. The second one was beautiful and really luxurious. 
BzSYesstherewasia WONG eser E Fhoduptoof them. 

2 A: Our Caribbean cruise was great. We came home feeling absolutely wonderful. 
B^RYesutidid'uscto eon E aa RS cte 

3 A: Jake loves meeting new people and trying new things. 
BAYessheicertainlyiliVesss idet obs M et Led ta 

4 A: This new vacuum cleaner is incredibly powerful - look how ‘clean the floor is now! 
B; Ayespiticertainlyipacks Lat mea otl dees crm eot 

5 A: Freya is finding it difficult to get a job in the theatre. Therea are so many good actors looking for 

jobs. 

Boyes tit must hevery Nard to Staid OUE sy cosctetur these days. 

6 A: Have you seen Edith since she had a facelift? She looks so much younger. 
BS Yes k Sta kemins 6199 neo qq una xd AR . | think | might have one done myself! 


Which product do you think each idiom would be best suited to advertise using 
wordplay? Choose the correct answer and say why. 


| products 


a) a hair dryer b) an electronic chess game c) a lamp 
2 there’s no time like the present a)awatch b)ascarf c)a computer game 
|3cmeden ^ | a)a mobile phone b) perfume c) washing powder 


Match the advertising slogans on the left (which all contain idioms) with the companies, 
products or services on the right. 


1 PRESENT PERFECT - 
2 PHOTOGRAPHIC MEMORY [ | 
3 QUALITY TIME m 
4 SLOWLY BUT SURELY [.] 
5 FLAT OUT TO NEW YORK r4 


idiom 


an airline with beds in its first-class cabin 
a new gift shop 
an exhibition of pictures of a village taken 100 years ago 


a new range of luxury watches 


(D 6.50 Q 5 


a cookery course to encourage people to stop eating 
fast food 


Over to 


Look out for adverts in English and make a note of any idioms used in them, especially any 
which involve wordplay. 
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41 Formal writing 


Accurate and fluent formal writing is important in advanced-level exams. This unit presents 
some expressions to help you organise your arguments and ideas in an essay. 


Bape ie oi Structuring an argument 


First and foremost is a more emphatic form of first: First and foremost, it must be 
emphasised that there are several reasons for this change. 


On balance, by and large and in the main are used to draw a conclusion after evaluating 
several different facts or opinions: On balance / By and large / In the main, the general public 
seems to be in favour of the proposal. 


On no account is an emphatic way of saying not. Remember to invert the subject and 
verb when the phrase is used at the beginning of a sentence: On no account should their 
conclusions be accepted. Their conclusions must on no account be accepted. 


On the one hand and on the other hand are used to present two contrasting ways of looking 
at the same problem: On the one hand, there is some published evidence to support the 
theory. On the other hand, that evidence has been questioned by some recent studies. 


Last but not least is used to emphasise that even though something is mentioned last, it is still 
important: Last but not least, the impracticalities of the proposal created many problems. 


In the final / last analysis is used to emphasise that you are talking about what is most 
important or true in a situation: In the final analysis, although this is an innovative idea, it is 
not one that we can consider. 


FERES Indicating relationships between ideas or events 


86 


The conventional wisdom! is that only children can learn a second language to a really high level. 
Many people claim that a good adult language learner is a contradiction in terms?. Young children 


can be excellent language learners, but that is not the whole picture’. Adult learners can also master 


a language. My brother is a case in point ^. He learnt perfect Arabic when he was 30. However, 
adults, as a matter of course’, have more difficulties than children with pronunciation. 


1 something that people generally believe is true when in fact it is often false ?an expression that 

is confusing because the words in it seem to have opposite meanings ? not taking all the facts into 
consideration ^an example of something just described ? describes what normally happens or what is 
normally done. 


A recently published Ministry of Education document points the way! to more teaching of 
languages at primary schools. This document sets the stage? for radical changes in language 
teaching. However, this begs the question? as to how enough teachers will be found to teach 
second languages to young learners. Some changes in teacher training are about to be set in 
motion’, and it is hoped that these will open the door to? more successful language teaching. 


1 suggests how something might be done in a better way ? makes something more likely to happen 
3 causes you to ask a particular question started ?let something new start 


Language 


On the one hand / On the other hand do not present two arguments for the same position 


but are used to present two contrasting ways of looking at the same problem: 
On the one hand, / find life in the country less stressful than living in the city. On the other 
hand, / do miss theatres and cinemas. 
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41.1 


41.2 


41.3 


41.4 


Exercises 


Complete each idiom from A opposite. 


T lasCDULLEOL.. eR Zur occa 8d phat a and large 
DWT ARTIG, .. balance ... NO account 
Sefirstand 3..00 SWpDnor: . — See SG" Initielfialased.o See, 


Complete each sentence with an idiom from 41.1. There may be more than one possible 
answer. 


10! LORRI orco Good e. should we forget the history behind this conflict. 

20.01.0mli 2JL won Jud. vine ct azcec doctors must trust their own judgement. 

3! I can'seetbothrargümientssbIlb qms... Mm DAMES. aot. I am in favour of extending 
the school-leaving age. 

? ENERO C V vh sv oon t ERES ,we must give a definition of family law before we can 
apply it to the case in question. 

Sic SAPP RETR TT , let us consider the role of the media in this debate. 

6gimomm n E um SER ated. rende ,the writer uses traditional poetic style. 


Choose the correct idiom. 


1 Liberal right-wing policies sound like [received wisdom / a contradiction in terms]. 

2 [On no account / In the main], | approve of the government's approach. 

3 The reform [begs the question of / opens the door] to an eventual solution of the problem. 

4 Once the papers are signed, this legal process is [set the stage / set in motion]. 

5 [As a matter of course / Last but not least], large companies outperform smaller companies. This 

is only to be expected. 

6 People who fail at school often succeed in later life. Einstein is [a case in point / not the whole 

picture]. 

The research [points the way / sets the stage] to a future cure for the disease. 

Saying that boys achieve less at school does not give [a contradiction in terms / the whole 

picture]. 

Advocating equal opportunity for all [points the way to / begs the question of] how this can be 

achieved. 

10 [On the one hand / On no account], international law exists to protect people from the power of 
states. [On balance / On the other hand], it can also restrict states from exercising their power to 
protect the interests of their own people. 


œo Nn 


o 


Here are some errors made with idioms by candidates in advanced-level exams. Can you 
correct them? Looking up the word in brackets in a good idioms dictionary should help 
you find the correct idiom. 


1 The new building stands out like a sore finger. [THUMB] 

2 An interesting painting caught my eyeballs. [EYE] 

3 It's hard to keep up with government policy, as it seems to choose and change all the time. [CHOP] 
4 Business success often goes in pair with good working conditions. [HAND] 


Over to 


Find an article relating to your studies. For example, if you study science, you could choose an 


article from the New Scientist website at www.newscientist.com. Can you find any examples 
of idioms? If so, note them down in sentences to show them in context. 
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Advising and warning 


Changing people's attitudes or behaviour 


You've been behaving very badly. It's If | were you, l'd think twice? before 
time to turn over a new leaf! and taking the job. It doesn't seem very 
start behaving responsibly. well paid. 
Well, if you're bored with your job, You keep saying you want to give to 
maybe it's time to ring the changes? charity, but now it's time to put your 
and look for something new. money where your mouth is?! 
You'll never pass your exams if you Don't assume you're going to get 
don't work hard. You need to put into university. Buying all your books 
your shoulder to the wheel? and befors-yougeteplacm le tempting 
start studying. fate’. 


If you no longer want to marry 
Sandra, you need to bite the bullet® 
and tell her. 


My advice to you is to reach for the 
stars’. You can achieve anything 
you want. 


! start behaving better ? make something more interesting by changing it in some way ?make an effort 
and work hard ‘try to achieve your ambitions or something that is very difficult (You can also say ‘reach 
for the moon’) °think carefully before making a decision (You can also say ‘think long and hard") 

$ do something practical about something you believe in, especially give money ‘causing bad luck for 
yourself by talking or acting too confidently about something ?force yourself to do something difficult 
or unpleasant 


NES Other idioms connected with advising and warning 


example | meaning 


Be careful what you say! | wouldn't stick my neck out if | give an opinion which others might not like or 


| were you. which others are afraid to give 

| really think you are on thin ice when you criticise your | are taking a risk (You can also say ‘be skating on 
manager so strongly. thin ice'; always used in the continuous form.) 
Let's just agree with the plan. We don't want to upset cause trouble or spoil people's plans 

the apple cart. 

| can't help you financially. | know things are difficult, face a difficult situation without changing your 
but you'll just have to tough it out. plans or opinions 

It's great that you want to start your own business, but try to do more than you are able to 


don't bite off more than you can chew. 


Don't worry about paying for your university studies. face that problem when it happens, not now 
We'll cross that bridge when we come to it. 


Business is not looking good. We have to trim our sails spend less money 
and be more realistic about our costs. 
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42.1 


42.2 


42.3 


42.4 


Exercises 


Look at A opposite. Which idioms do these pictures make you think of? 


Sa S. 


Complete each sentence with an idiom from the opposite page. 
1 Theclub needs money desperately. Charlie says he wants to help, so he should 


3 Come on, work harder! You have to 
4 The teacher told his students to be ambitious and to .. 
5biYouimeeditoistopllying' andibe honestas timeitom xs. ens... T0 a ER ence : 


Choose the correct word to complete each idiom. 


1 You should think [over / double / twice] before you give anyone your personal details. 

2 |wouldn't upset [the apple cart / the fruit cart / the apple tree] at work. Just say you agree with 
your manager. 

3 The company realised that it had to [change / tighten / trim] its sails because of the economic 
recession. 

4 Let's not book the holiday until Mum has had her operation and she's out of hospital. 
We don't want to [test / try / tempt] fate. 

5 It’s going to be a difficult year for us financially, but we'll just have to tough it [out / through / 
over]. 

6 You've been wearing the same boring old clothes for years. Come on, let's go shopping. 
It's time to ring [a change / the changes / the change]! 


What could you say in these situations? Use the idioms in the box. 


be (skating) on thin ice — tough itout bite off more than you can chew stick your neck out 


1 Afriend buys an old, ruined house, then finds out it will cost a lot of money and take a lot of time 
to make it habitable. 

2 Afriend speaks out at a public meeting and gives an opinion that most people do not agree with. 
You think it was not a good idea to speak out in this way. 

3 Afriend is in financial difficulties and asks you to help, but you can't. You think he just has to 
accept his situation. 

4 Aclassmate sends an email to your teacher containing a very strong criticism of her. You think the 
classmate is taking a big risk. 


Over to 


A lot of idioms are based on parts of the human body (for example, put your shoulder to the 


wheel and stick your neck out in this unit). Find one more idiom for shoulder and one more for 
neck and record them in your vocabulary notebook. 
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43 Telling stories 


MES the office party 
m = bos The office party was Sule ates ng; to say the least. It all went 


- —. wrong from the word go?, when | couldn't find the venue and was 
~ two hours late. I’d been at the company for only a week and didn't 
really know anybody there, so there was a lot at stake? in terms 
of getting to know my new colleagues and making a good first 
; impression. | started talking to someone who was, to put it mildly^, 
E one of the most boring people I’ve ever met, so | escaped quickly and 
started talking to Alice, who | sit next to at work. | was complaining — 
about the man l'd been talking to and noticed she had gone very 
quiet. The penny dropped? when she said, 'He's my husband.’ | 
later discovered that, for good measure®, he's also a director of the 
company. | can't believe | dropped such a clanger’. 


1 expression used to indicate that something is 
more serious or important than your words 


4 expression used to describe something as 
more extreme than your words may suggest 


may suggest 51 suddenly understood (informal) 
? from the very start 5 in addition 
to lose 7 said something very embarrassing 


i: XA 


I'm sure | got my job more by luck than judgement’. My CV wasn't very good, to say 
nothing of? the disastrous interview. | nearly fell off my chair? when they offered me 
the job, and | even got a company car into the bargain’. There's a lot to be said for? 
not worrying about things until you know the final outcome. 


! by chance rather than skill 
? and in addition there is / was 
? was extremely surprised 


Other stories 


John told me he'd won the lottery and 
for a split second’ | believed him! 


^ as well as other things mentioned 
5 there's much in favour of 


The exam looked really easy at first 
glance’, but it was actually really 
difficult, and | think I’ve failed. 


Between you and meê, | think Kate's 
thinking of dropping out of university. They may seem a strange couple, but 
when all's said and done?, they're 


really happy together. 


Guess who | bumped into on the way 
to work? Sara! It was a real bolt from 
the blue’. I've not seen her for years. That's a real turn-up for the 

books? — | just got a pay rise | wasn't 
expecting. 


1 for a very brief moment ^ when you first look at it 


? said when you are going to tell someone 
something confidential 
3 was an unexpected and very surprising event 
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5 said when you are about to say the most 


important fact in a situation 


$ a strange or surprising event 


43.1 


43.2 


43.3 


43.4 


Exercises 


Complete each idiom. 


co -410 014» 00 N20 FS 


| felt at home in my new flat from the word ........... 

It took a while for the penny to .neccecccscsessenenneneneenee , but eventually Joe realised | was joking. 
Kathy nearly fell off her s. when she saw a film star in her local restaurant. 
Foran ae mmo ies second | was afraid the car was going to crash. 

He doesn't like spending money, to ......... ss it mildly. 

Justo ride Lebe you and me, I'm thinking of applying for a new job. 

Be careful what you say in the meeting - there's a lot at... 

Idroppediacs eu. c een at Emma's party: | asked where her cat was, ‘But apparently it 
died last week! 


Answer these questions about the idioms on the opposite page. 


T 
2 
3 
4 
5 


Which two idioms talk about the beginning of something? 

Which three idioms comment on something being surprising? 

Which three idioms can be used to add extra information to other points mentioned? 
Which idiom can be used to emphasise that you want to say something significant? 
Which two idioms relate to chance and risk? 


Replace the underlined part of each sentence with an idiom. 


al 


AWN 


5 
6 
7 
8 


There are many advantages to working in an open-plan office. 
Very briefly, | believed Tom when he said he was moving to Australia; then I realised he was joking. 


Initially, the project seemed quite simple. 

He passed his driving test first time, but I'd say it was more thanks to good fortune than to any 
special ability. 

Don't tell anyone else, but | think Abbie and Mike may be going out together. 

Their decision to marry came as a complete surprise. 

It was, at best, a risky thing to do. 

Both the brothers are very clever, as is their brilliant sister. 


Correct the mistakes in these idioms. 


1 


co -1 Oo Ci 


The party was fantastic - delicious food, a great band and all my favourite people there for full 
measure. 

She's pretty, clever and nice for the bargain. 

When all's told and done, I think you made the right decision. 

No one thought the film would be a success, so it was a real turn-up in the books when it won 
three Oscars. 

| feel very nervous about this exam; there is a lot at the stake. 

I didn't understand what he meant at first, but then the pound dropped. 

We got on really well from the word start. 

| think you were rather rude to her, to tell it mildly. 


Over to 


Choose three idioms that you particularly want to learn from this unit. Look them up in an online 


dictionary, e.g. http://dictionary.cambridge.org/. Write down the example sentences you find there 
that use these idioms. Then write another example using the idioms in a context relevant to you. 
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44 Responding to what people say 


The idioms in this unit are used mainly in informal spoken language or in informal writing, e.g. 
emails to friends. They are not used in formal speaking or writing. 


eae S Short responses 


In these conversations, the second speaker uses an idiom to react to what the first speaker says. 


A: What's Joe doing these days? 
B: You may well ask! [when someone asks you about something which 
you think is strange, funny or annoying (humorous)] 


A: Do you think Rosie will come and help us tomorrow morning? 
B: Fat chance! She never gets up before ten o'clock! [you think this will 


definitely not happen] = = | 


A: Did you know Nina's boyfriend was a basketball player? Rr 
B: Actually, he's a volleyball player. š 
A: Well, same difference. [you admit you were wrong, but think the difference is unimportant] 


A: Farah has an amazing job. She travels the world as some millionaire’s personal assistant. 
B: Nice work if you can get it! [an easy job that you would like to have if you could] 


A: Teresa and Harry are bringing their four noisy kids and their dog when they come to stay. 
B: Oh, no! They’re bad enough, but their kids and dog too? That’s all we need! [something even 
will be added to an already bad situation] 


A: Petra has resigned. She’s leaving at the end of the month. 
B: Well, good riddance, | say! lve never liked her. [you are pleased that someone or something you didn't ie 
has gone; you can also say ‘good riddance to bad rubbish’ (impolite)] 


A: Richard says he's going to move to Hollywood and become a famous film star. 
B: Oh, give me a break! He's the worst actor I’ve ever seen! [you don't believe what you have just heard? 


A: When shall we tell Lily the bad news? 
B: Well, there's no time like the present. [it's better to do something immediately rather than wait] 


M E Reacting to news and events 


Maria: Hi, Tara. You know Kerry's split up with Matt? Well, the plot thickens! - she's going out 
with James! 

Tara: | thought as much?! | saw them together this morning. 

Maria: What is the world coming to?? Matt's lovely! Don't get me wrong", James is gorgeous, 
but he's not a very nice person, and he's really boring. He needs to get a life”! 

Tara: | know, it will all end in tears?! What does she see in him? 

Maria: You've got me there". Didn't you use to like him? 

Tara: Do me a favour?! I wouldn't trust him as far as | could throw him’. He cheated on 
his last girlfriend, you know. 

Maria: Fair enough”. | was only asking! 

Tara: Oh well. Time will tell! whether they stay together or not. 


1 something has happened to make a strange situation even stranger 71 thought so ?said when you 

are shocked by events ^said before you criticise someone, to make the criticism less severe? stop doing 
boring things and start doing exciting things ĉit will end badly "said when you don't know the answer 
to a question *said when you don't believe what someone has said or you disagree very much with it 

?| do not trust him at all +° | accept your point of view ™ the truth will become clear after a period 

of time 


92 English Idioms in Use Advanced 


44.1 


44.2 


44.3 


Exercises 


Replace the underlined part of each sentence with an idiom from A opposite. 


1 


2 


: We're already running late, and now | can't find the car keys! 

: Well, that just makes a bad situation worse! 

: You never know, we might win the lottery and become millionaires. 
: Huh! | don't think that will ever happen! 

Felix says he's joining a rock band and is going to make a number one hit. 
: Felix? Ha-ha! | don't believe a word of it! 

: | wonder why Grace isn't going to work today. 

: Lalso think this is strange. 

| hear Kelly has emigrated to New Zealand. 

: I’m glad she's gone! | could never stand her. 

He ended the relationship by email, not text message. 

: Well, the difference is not important. 

: You need to tell your boss that you're resigning today. 


: You're right. It's better to do it immediately. 
: That film star gets paid ten million dollars per film. 


: Lwish | could make money in that easy way. 


]L»]»U]0»0]0»]0]0»0]0»0»9g27» 


Are these sentences true or false? If the answer is false, say why. 


ul 


2 
3 


4 


If you say to someone ‘You’ve got me there’, you mean they have convinced you that they 
are right. 

If you tell someone to ‘get a life? you mean they should find a life partner or marry. 

If you say ‘the plot thickens’, you mean that something has happened that makes a strange 
situation even stranger. 

If you say ‘Nice work if you can get it’, you mean you would hate to have to do that work. 


Complete each idiom. 


1 


2 


3 
4 


5 


They may be enjoying themselves now, but in the long run it will all 

It says here in the paper that children prefer playing computer joa alone to playing with their 
friehdsaWhatisithte: world tie. ede noted ele talon qu e nest ! 

I'think'Tara's unreliable and. liar.1 wouldn't trust her ood eorr t TOS ; 
So Annika has been lying about how much money she makes? | thought 


6 We should act now and not delay. There's Scd eM mL ence E : 

Match each statement with a suitable response. 

1 So you're saying she's selfish? isl a You've got me there. I really can't remember. 
2 Erik says he's been in a Hollywood movie. [.] b Good riddance to bad rubbish! 

3 | didn’t invite her because she upset me. E c Do me a favour! How absurd! 

4 What time did Granny say she was arriving? E] d Well, there’s no time like the present. 

5 That useless manager got the sack. [] e No, don't get me wrong. That's not the problem. 
6 Should we go and tell her now or later? m f Fair enough. I’m sorry to hear that. 
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45 Agreeing and disagreeing 


ENNED 25: 
Maria doesn't approve of letting children eat sweets and chocolate, and her husband is of the 
same mind / of like mind. [has the same opinion] 


The four people are all agreeing in an informal 
way with the woman in the centre. 


| thought you didn't approve of 
people who drive cars to work 
instead of using public transport. 


You're not wrong! Tell me about it! | 
pl 


We're overworked 
and underpaid! 


That’s about 
the size of it! 


You took the words right 
out of my mouth! 


You must be on message? in anything you 
say to the press and express agreement with 
the party's position. We won't win the next 
election unless we're all singing from the 
same hymn sheet". 


! something that you say when you decide to do something bad because other people are getting an advantage 
from doing it and you cannot stop them (informal) ? support the official view of an organisation ?saying the 
same things in public 


SCA DP Disagreeing 

Manager: Theonly choice is to introduce my plan for longer working hours. It'll increase our 
productivity levels, which will be good for us all. 

Adam: I beg to differ’. | think the staff will get very tired, and that will reduce productivity. 

Manager: There's a world of difference? between expecting people to work twelve hours a day and 
asking them to occasionally work ten hours, which is all I’m asking. 

Adam: Ten hours and fifteen minutes actually. 

Manager: Now you're just splitting hairs?. 

Adam: Well, you're at odds with‘ your staff on this one. Everyone thinks you're barking up the 
wrong tree?! They say that paying people more would be a far better way to increase 
productivity. 

Manager: Hey, I’m not exactly a lone voice?! Joanna, you backed my plan yesterday. 

Joanna: Yes, well, now I’m torn’. I'm in two minds? as to whether it'd work or not. 

Manager: Well, I’m sorry this note of discord? has crept into our discussions. | know it's a difficult 
decision to make. Tom, what do you think? You're usually good at pouring oil on 
troubled waters? 


1| disagree (formal) a big difference ? arguing about whether unimportant details are exactly correct 

4 have a different opinion from *trying to achieve something in the wrong way or being wrong about the 
reason for something (informal) 5the only person with a specific opinion "I'm undecided ® unable to 
decide ? disagreement (formal) +° calming down a difficult situation 
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45.1 


45.2 


45.3 


45.4 


45.5 


Exercises 


Correct the mistakes in these idioms from A opposite. 


1 A Ithink we should go home now. 
B: You took the sentence right out of my mouth. 
2 A: This project is a total disaster, isn't it? 
B: Yes, that's about the shape of it! 
3 A: Ithink Jack is arrogant and rude. 
B: Talk about it! 
4 A: Ithink they were wrong to sack George just for being late a few times. 
B: | think most of us are of the same meaning about that. 
5 A: l'dnever have expected to see you at a casino. | thought you didn’t approve of gambling. 
B: Well, in the end I thought, ‘If you can't win 'em, join em? 


Complete each idiom. 


1 They were having a terrible row, so | tried to pour oil on troubled ............... 
2 Ryan's convinced he's right, but I think he’s barking up the wrong... 


recently. 


You may think it's a good idea, but | beg to sss 3 
| don't know what to think. PM in two s. 


co -10 0€ Ss 


Choose the correct word to complete each idiom. 


1 Hecertainly is a nasty person. You're not [untrue / wrong / false]! 

2 When everyone else was ignoring the situation, Kate was a(n) [lone / only / alone] voice pointing 
out the danger we were in. 

It's so hard to decide - I'm really [worn / torn / broken] about what to do. 

As twins, Una and I tend to be of [alike / similar / like] mind over most issues. 

That politician is at [difference / minds / odds] with his party over their economic policy. 

The company's spokespeople were briefed before talking to the press to ensure they were all on 
[note / tone / message]. 


am BW 


Replace the underlined part of each sentence with an idiom. 


1 There’s a big difference between being poor and not having as much money as you’d like. 

2 | have a different opinion from everyone else in my family about where we should go on holiday. 
3 Please do all you can to calm things down. I hate it when people argue. 

4 The politician was sacked for not following the party line. 


Do you agree or disagree with these statements? Respond to each statement with 
an idiom. 


1 Men are better drivers than women. 

2 Learning grammar rules is a waste of time. 

3 Footballers deserve to be paid a lot more money than politicians. 
4 TV has a bad effect on family life. 

5 |couldn't live without my mobile phone. 


English Idioms in Use Advanced 


95 


46 Expressing success and failure 


Success 
Look at these newspaper headlines about sport and business success. The meaning of the 
idiom in the headline is explained in the story that follows. 


Jackson wins his spurs! 

Jackson's performance last night proved 
that he deserves his place in the team. He is 
clearly a very talented young player. 


Venco stay ahead of the. game 


Shoe : company Venco have maintained - 
their lead in tho: mun for ius ie = 
year running. = 


1 does something to show that he deserves a particular position and has the skills needed for it; spurs 
are sharp, metal, wheel-shaped objects fixed to the heel of boots worn by people riding horses, and used 
to make the horse go faster ?is very successful ? has completed an activity successfully or produced a 
good result, especially when he was not expected to having a successful period ?is very popular 

$ know more about the most recent developments than the people or companies with whom they 

are competing 


ITO Failure 


The comedian's performance at the Variety Show went down like a lead balloon. [people did 
not like it at all] 


The disastrous attempt at a military campaign revealed the country as a paper tiger. [country 
or organisation which seems strong but is actually weak] 


The president is dealing with the double whammy of losing the election and having his private 
life discussed in the press. [two bad things happening at the same time (informal)] 


Starting a new business without careful planning is a recipe for disaster. [sure to become a 
disaster] 


Unfortunately, it soon became clear that the new CEO couldn't cut the mustard. [couldn't deal 
with any difficulties or problems] 


The economic crisis will have a huge impact on any business that is built on sand. [is not firmly 
established] 


Language 


The idioms in this unit are all based on vivid metaphors, which is one reason they are 


particularly popular in journalism. Draw (or even just imagine) pictures to help you remember 
the idioms. 
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46.1 


46.2 


46.3 


46.4 


Exercises 


Match the beginning of each sentence with its ending. 


1 Our team’s been practising hard, [] a storm, both with critics and the public. 
so | hope we'll come 


2 Negotiating that important deal 
makes me feel | have won 


b high. 


3 His excellent IT skills have helped c aroll now. 


him stay ahead 


4 | found it hard to get started with my 
thesis, but I’m on 


my spurs in my new job. 


5 Herlatest book has gone down a e uptrumps in the match tomorrow. 


L] 
O 
[] d 
LJ 
le 


f ofthe game. 


6 After some initial problems, the pop 
group is now riding 


Which idioms do these pictures make you think of? 
1 2 


d 
1 
at 


E 


Rewrite each sentence using the word in brackets. 


The chef's new recipes were very popular with the clientele. [STORM] 

My ideas for restructuring the company were met with total silence. [BALLOON] 

The new prime minister is extremely popular at the moment. [RIDING] 

I’m quite worried about starting my new job. I’m afraid | won't be able to cope. [MUSTARD] 

I’ve been studying hard all year, so | hope | will know a lot about the subject when it comes to 
taking my exams. [GAME] 

Poor Carl has been hit by two problems at the same time - losing his job and having a flood in his 
house. [DOUBLE] 


C14 0) N FE 


o 


Complete each idiom in this review of a play. 


Although Lucy James's disappointing first play went down like a (1)... balloon, 
Shie:Has:comeupd2)gsscss uU with her second play, now showing at the West Theatre. 
The dramatic plot went down a (3) ss with the first-night audience. | thought 
itwould: pea: (iranan for disaster casting the young Harry Catlin as an old man, 
but | was proved wrong. Catlin is (5) s a roll at the moment; his last play also 
delighted critics. 


Over to 


Look at Units 56 and 59, which are based on the keywords dead and 
fall. Which other idioms relating to failure can you find there? 
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In this unit, we look at the way certain nouns and adjectives combine to form idiomatic 
compounds, which emphasise the second word in the compound. 


Emphasis of adjectives 
The words before each adjective express the idea of very / completely / extremely. 


My trousers got soaked. I laid them on the sand, and, in the hot sun, they were soon bone dry. 
The cakes | made were a disaster. They were rock hard and nobody could eat them! 

He lost his shorts in the water and came out of the river stark naked. 

Derek has a razor-sharp sense of humour; he's so funny. 

The oven broke down, and our dinner was stone cold instead of piping hot. 

The new prime minister is trying to project a squeaky-clean image of herself. 

My grandad is 87, but he's fighting fit and goes for a long walk every day. 

It's crystal clear to me that we need to raise money urgently. 

His uncle Peter is filthy rich. He owns houses in England, Italy and the Caribbean. 


Emphatic noun phrases 
Read this phone conversation between Lou and Mary-Jo and note the idioms. 


Lou: Have you heard about Yolanda? 
She was robbed in broad 
daylight! in the city centre 
yesterday. It really scared her. 

Mary-Jo: Oh no! Things have really hit 
rock bottom? here if people are 
getting mugged in the middle of 
the day in crowded places! 

Lou: Yes. Nobody has any respect 
any more. The city spent a 
small fortune? on surveillance 
cameras, but nobody ever gets 
caught. The police do nothing. 

Mary-Jo: Well, even if they do get caught, they have no respect for the courts. They just tell bare- 
faced lies and walk away free, or get fined a mere pittance’. 

Lou: Well, | think anyone who mugs someone should go to prison, full stop®. 


! during the day when people could have seen it ?the lowest and worst possible level ?a large sum of 
money ^obvious untruths °a very small sum of money there is nothing more to say about the subject 


Language 


There are a large number of emphatic compounds with idiomatic meanings like the ones above. 
Always make a special note of them in your vocabulary notebook when you find new ones. 
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4T.1 


4T.2 


47.3 


47.4 


47.5 


Exercises 


Match the beginning of each idiom with its ending. 


1 razor [7] a clear 
2 fighting F b hot 

3 crystal m c sharp 
4 stark E d fit 

5 piping E e naked 


Replace the underlined part of each sentence with an idiom from A opposite. 


1 My old auntie Lily is very fit, even though she had an operation two months ago. 

2 She's very rich: she owns a private jet and a massive yacht. 

3 Aman jumped into the fountain completely naked and was arrested by the police. 

4 The new government had a completely clean image until the recent scandal broke. 

5 Erica has a very sharp mind and is the most intelligent person | know. 

6 My feet and hands were completely cold, so | sat in front of the fire, had a bowl of 
very hot soup and soon felt better. 

7 lovercooked the meat and it was very dry. 

8 Wecan't put the tent up here. The ground's very hard. 


Correct the mistakes in these idioms. 


1 Things have hit stone bottom between my parents and their neighbours; they don't speak to 
each other any more. 

| couldn't sleep on that mattress - it was stone hard. 

This vase is stark dry and the poor old flowers are dying! 

It is glass clear to me that she is trying to deceive us all. 

They've spent a filthy fortune on furniture for their new house. 

Police report that more crimes are taking place in full daylight. 


aun 4» WN 


Answer these questions. 


1 Which idiom in this unit means you have a lot of money? 

2 Which idiom means 'There's nothing more to say about it!’? 

3 Which idiom means a) ‘a very small sum of money’ and b) ‘a very large sum of money’? 
4 Which idiom means 'in the middle of the day, when everyone can see what is happening"? 


Complete the crossword. 


Across 

1 goes with rock 

3 goes with crystal 
4 goes with pittance 


Down 

1 goes with -faced lies 
2 goes with fortune 

5 goes with filthy 

6 goes with naked 
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48 Play and game 


EE d Idioms with play and game 


100 


Play 
| went out with my brother and his girlfriend. They didn't really want me there, and it was 
really boring playing gooseberry. [being an unwanted third person in a romantic situation] 


If you really like him, don't make it too obvious. Try to play it cool. [behave in a calm way, pretending to 
be less interested in someone than you really are] 


| always take an umbrella with me, even if it's not raining. | like to play it safe! [be extra careful 
and not take any risks] 


| run a restaurant. Another restaurant in town plays dirty, saying there are rats in our kitchen, 
and so on. [behaves dishonestly] But I’m not stupid - they can't play me for a fool. [treat me as 
ifl am stupid] At the moment we're just waiting and playing for time, [waiting until we're ready] 
but we'll get our revenge in the end. 


In my opinion, scientists have no right to play God by experimenting on embryos. [act as if they 
have control over other people's lives] 


I'm tired of playing second fiddle to my brother. [being in a less important or weaker position] 


The police played cat and mouse with the suspect before arresting him. [tried to defeat 
someone by tricking them so that they had an advantage over them] 


Game 
| 

idiom | example | meaning 
raise your Our competitors won an award this week. We're work harder to achieve something 
game really going to have to raise our game. 
the game's He's got away with lying for a long time, but the used to say that someone's secret 
up game's up now. activities are known and must now stop 
a game plan | The marketing campaign isn't working. We need plan for achieving success 

a new game plan. | 
the name of | Good customer service is the name of the game | the most important part of an activity or. — 
the game for successful companies. quality needed for that activity 


5 | | : 
idiom | example | Meaning 


play games | They’re never going to sign the contract. They’re 
just playing games. 


trying to deceive someone about what 
they intend to do 


behave in a way that is expected or 
demanded by those in authority. 


play the | don’t agree with the changes at work, but I’m 
game not going to complain. I'll just play the game. 


playa/the | The banks are playing a / the waiting game delaying taking action until they see 
waiting until they see how their customers react to the how things develop 
game financial crisis. 


Language 


It is important to use articles correctly in idioms. We always say ‘play second fiddle’ and ‘play 


gooseberry’, NOT 'play-a-second-fiddle' and ‘ptay-ageeseberry’. 
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Exercises 


48.1 Which idioms do these pictures make you think of? 


48.2 


48.3 


48.4 


Replace the underlined part of each sentence with an idiom. 
i 


2 
3 


4 
5 


6 
1 


We want the directors to agree to our proposals, so we need to discuss our strategy. 

OK, kids - that's enough. | know where you've been hiding my glasses! 

Martha has decided to apply to be the shop manager. She's been an assistant manager for five 
years and is tired of not being fully in charge. 

When you're looking for a new flat, location is the most important thing to consider. 

| went to the cinema with Elena and her new boyfriend, but it was horrible being there with them 
when they just wanted to be alone. 

| think that doctors sometimes go too far in their attempts to control what happens in our lives. 
We're still not ready to decide, so we need to try to delay things a bit and not sign the contract yet. 


Complete each dialogue with an idiom from the opposite page. 


1 


A: Have you seen this email? | don't have time to do all of this extra work! 
BE CIKDOWNIRIOWNMSE..... cese ecctteristeccactoeneucostbo a a for now. There's nothing we can 
do about it. 

| really like him. Why won't he answer any of my texts? 

May BeIHelSI USE... citet rtc tta Rap d dept , 

The new mayor seems fair and honest, doesn't he? 

yesheismromised notto f$. m o m ORELL , 

I don't think we should take any risks or experiment. 
No;'muchibettefito,.:3. 0 Jade N 

I think we need a new plan to improve sales and increase profits. 
&gYes, its definitely time We sica o D Pons Mif detto oom ; 


D We Oe (DOO 


Rewrite each sentence using the word in brackets. 


jl 
2 
3 
4 


I’m fed up with him treating me as if | were stupid. [FOOL] 

When people ask how the interview went, just answer calmly. [COOL] 

| think he behaves dishonestly because he enjoys tricking people. [GAMES] 
Some businesses behave dishonestly just to make more money. [DIRTY] 
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Meaning ‘not full’ or ‘not complete’ 

In anumber of idioms, half conveys the idea of something not being complete or full. For 
example, if you listen to something with half an ear, you are not fully concentrating on it: 
| was listening to the radio with half an ear as | cooked dinner. 

Similarly, you might watch something with half an eye. 


If something is described as a half-baked scheme (informal), it has not been thought through 
fully: 

This is another half-baked scheme of the government. They haven’t considered any of its 
implications. 


Half-measures are actions that will achieve only part of what they are intended to achieve: 
There can be no half-measures when confronting this serious problem. 


To have half a mind to do something is to think that you might do something (though you 
probably won't), often because someone or something has annoyed you: 

| can’t believe my boss said that! I’ve half a mind to just walk out of the office and never 
come back. 

Note that I’ve a good mind to is an alternative form of this idiom. See Unit 57 for more 
idioms with mind. 


If someone doesn't know the half of it (informal), they know a little about something that 
happens, especially something bad, but they do not know everything about it: 

His mother thought she knew all about what happened when he was in Spain, but she doesn’t 
know the half of it. 


If you meet someone halfway, you do some of the things that someone would like you to do 
in order to show that you want to reach an agreement or improve your relationship: 

| didn't want to spend a week at the conference, but | decided to meet my manager halfway 
and agreed to go for a couple of days. 


Half as emphasis 
Read these conversations and note the emphatic idioms. 
All of the idioms in this section are informal. 


A: Did you enjoy the party last night? 
B: Not half! [said to agree emphatically] 


A: It isn’t half busy in here! [is very] 
B: You're right. Let's go somewhere less crowded. 


A: It's important to keep a positive attitude when you're 
recovering from an operation. 
B: Yes, they say that's half the battle. [is the most difficult part of the process] 


A: That was a game and a half, wasn't it! [something very special, surprising or that took a long time] 
B: Yes, it was fantastic! 


: Would you like to visit Canada again? 
B: Given half a chance, l'd move there tomorrow. [if | had the opportunity] 


A: Rachelis always correcting the teacher, isn't she? 
B: Yes, she's too clever by half. [confident and smart in an annoying way] 
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49.1 


49.2 


49.3 


49.4 


Exercises 


Complete each idiom from A opposite. 


1 Whoever thought up such a stupid, half-..................... scheme? 
2 | know we can't agree to all their requests, but Pd like to... them halfway 
if possible. 
3 I spent the evening reading the newspaper and watching TV with half an „sssi : 
4l veihalfiames: n. coo, o to tell him exactly how unkind | think he's being! 
5 They'll never solve the problem if they only try half-........... 
6 The company is in very serious trouble. It's probably just as well that most of our employees 


don'tasastubz una cote e the half of it. 


Correct the mistakes in these idioms. 


1 Amy was doing a crossword and listening to the radio with half her ear. 

2 Giving half a chance, l'd leave my job and stay at home with the children. 

3 We had a really good plan, but Sophie pointed out all the things that were wrong with it. 
| find her just too clever in half. 

4 Writers say that coming up with a good idea for a novel is half a battle. 

5 l'vethe good mind to write a letter of complaint to your manager. 

6 I'm a perfectionist. | have no time for half-measurements. 

7 | know it's hard to compromise, but you should try to join him halfway. 


Complete each dialogue with an idiom from the opposite page. 
1 Sam:  Pat'slittle brother seems very confident, doesn't he? 


Bonea He's c TA UR in my opinion! 
2 Daisy: Ournew boss is really good-looking, isn't he? 
E EE CONCERN ! 


3 Katy: Would you give up your job if you won the lottery? 

Mark: , l'd leave tomorrow, lottery or no lottery! 
4 May: hot in here! 

Tim: Yes, it’s boiling! 
5 Ana: Whata fantastic dinner they gave us! 


Rob: YessIbWaSiaTTiedl. oun aaa a A , wasn’t it? 
6 Lisa: Our boss has no idea what we get up to while he’s away, does he? 
Meg SR NOS e ouo tmu EP inue i 
7 Ali: We need to stay focused if our business is going to succeed. 


Jamie:*3Yesxiamsure thatssver mr E01 OFF A HUP y 


Replace the underlined part of each sentence with an idiom. 


1 It's extremely noisy here - shall we go somewhere quieter? 

2 Having a clear structure and plan for your essay is the most important thing. 

3 It'll be to management's advantage to come to a compromise with the union. 

4 There was a lot of bad behaviour on the school trip, but the teachers didn't find out about 


everything that happened. 
5 Well, that was certainly an extremely long walk! 
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Two 


104 


People in pairs 


Read these problems from an online problem page and note the informal idioms in the responses. 


eee / 


< 
S 


My friend won't text, phone or see me now that 
| have a boyfriend. | think she’s wrong to behave 
like this. 


Fizz says: That makes two of us’. Your friend 
needs to accept your new boyfriend and act more 
like an adult. 


My boyfriend is chatting to girls he doesn't know 
online, and I'm jealous. Should | chat to strangers 
online too so he can see how | feel? 


Fizz says: They say that two can play at that 
game’, but it'd be better to tell him how you feel. 


Things have been going really badly with me 
and my girlfriend lately. She's always starting 
arguments. Any advice? 


Fizz says: Remember, it takes two to tango’. 
Maybe some of it is your fault. 


C Q fi 


You’ve got problems? He’s got answers, 


My friend Rick and I are always in trouble at 
school. The teachers say we just mess about and 
act stupidly. Any advice? 


Fizz says: Sounds like you and Rick are two of a 
kind’. My advice: stay away from each other at 
school. 


My best friend is getting married next month, and 
| can't decide what to wear. Everything | try on 
looks terrible. What should ! do? 


Fizz says: Well, two heads are better than one? - 
why not ask a friend or family member to help you 
choose something? 


My best friend has a new boyfriend, but I'm lonely. 
Should | ask if | can go out on dates with them? 


Fizz says: No. Remember, two's company, three's 
a crowd? 


! we have the same opinion about a situation ?you can hurt that person in the same way they hurt you 
3 both people are responsible for the bad situation * are very similar in character ?it is better to have two 
people trying to solve the same problem *it's better that two people in a romantic situation should be alone 


Other idioms with two 


Young people these days just put / stick two fingers up at! authority. 
School tests cut both / two ways”: they let teachers monitor progress, but they also prevent 


teachers from teaching freely. 


Beata knows a thing or two about? local history - let's ask her. 
Anger and frustration are two sides of the same coin’. 


! show that they are angry or have no respect (informal) ? have positive and negative effects 
3 knows a lot about (informal) * two different aspects of the same problem 


Other two idioms for people and things 


Don't ask me to dance - I’ve got two left feet!! 


When my parents first got married, they didn't have two pennies to rub together’. 
Let's ask Mr Ross for a donation to the club. He's not short of a bob or two’. 
Mobile phones are two a penny’ these days. In the 1980s, few people had one. 
When he heard he'd passed all his exams, he was like a dog with two tails". 

Gloria and Manuela are like two peas in a pod? - you can tell they're sisters. 

Anna's so arrogant. She needs to be brought down a peg or two’. 


lam a very bad dancer *were very poor ?is quite rich (informal) *very common ?very happy 
very similar "have something happen to her to show her she is not as good as she thinks she is 


Language 


Many idioms are informal. The ones marked informal here are particularly informal. Always make 
a special note about formality, and be careful not to use very informal idioms in formal writing. 
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50.1 


50.2 


50.3 


50.4 


Exercises 


Complete each idiom from A opposite. 


1 Lois told our boss that | left work early yesterday, so | told the boss that she's looking for a 
newijobT WOISSDMI. d... arare MAA 

2 The director and department head are both very arrogant. They' re two 

3 You hate meetings and | hate meetings, so 5 that MAKES arinn a N eSI TOO 3 

4 When a couple breaks up, it is hardly ever the fault of just one person. It takes 

5 Lily, can you help me with this? Two heads iter evo cr deo co E 

6 I'm not going to the restaurant with Matt and Emily. | can see they want to be alone. Two! S 


Read these statements and answer the questions. 


No, sorry. Ask someone else. l've got two left feet. 


Amy: My cousin has just bought an amazing new house. She's not short of a bob 
or two. 


Sam has been like a dog with two tails since he got that new job. 
(Adam: ] | just don't have two pennies to rub together these days. 
Whois... 


1 short of money? 

2 abad dancer? 

3 talking about someone who has a lot of money? 

4 talking about someone who is feeling very happy? 


Which idioms do these pictures make you think of? 


99 x ON 


Rewrite the underlined part of each sentence using the word in brackets. 


1 Richard is knowledgeable on the subject of finance. [THING] 
Losing the race made him realise he wasn't as good as he thought. [PEG] 


2 

3 Alot of kids nowadays disrespect the police and do what they want. [FINGER] 

4 Political power has positive and negative effects: it enables people to change things, 
but it tempts them to become corrupt too. [CUT] 


Einstein saw time and space as two aspects of the same phenomenon. [COIN] 


uo 


_6 Satnav systems in cars are very common these days. [PENNY] 
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Wm Having a chat 


Clare: You look tired, Ella. Is everything OK? 


Ella:  It'sjust our new neighbours. They come 
and go at all hours! of the day and night. 
| don't know how my husband manages 
to sleep through it. But that's him all 
over? - he sleeps really heavily, but | 
wake up each time they come in or out. 
Last night, they woke me up seven times, 
all told?! 


Clare: He sounds like my husband! Once he's asleep, the house could be burning down for all 
he cares‘. Anyway, can’t you speak to your neighbours about it? 


Ella: lve tried, and they're all smiles. They apologise and say it won't happen again. It gets 
better for a day or two, but then it goes back to how it was. But how about you? Have you 
fully recovered from your operation? 


Clare: Almost, but | won't get the all-clear® to go back to work for another couple of weeks, 
| don't think. 


Ella: Oh well. Allin good time"! It won't be too long before it's all systems go? again. 


1 at all sorts of unusual times ?that's typical of him (informal) ĉin total and it wouldn't bother him 
5 unexpectedly friendly and pleasant ° get official permission, usually medical "you just have to be 
patient *everything is busy 


EE Other idioms with ai! 


idiom | example | meaning 


All in all, | think the concert was a success. taking everything into 
consideration 
all or nothing Tim either loves something or hates it - it's allor | completely or not at all 
nothing with him. 
to cap it all l've had a really stressful week, and to cap it all in addition to all the other bad 
l've got to work over the weekend. things that have happened 
in all but name Alice runs the business in all but name. existing as a fact, but not officially 
described that way 


an all-time Share prices reached an all-time high / low a record high / low point 
high / low yesterday. 


His doctor told him that he isn't really ill - his 
symptoms are all in the mind. 


The show would have been better if it hadn't 
tried to be all things to all people. 


all-singing, all- There's a new all-singing, all-dancing version of | ambitious and modern, with lots 
dancing the software, but it's expensive. of special features 


106 English Idioms in Use Advanced 


51.1 


51.2 


51.3 


51.4 


51.5 


Exercises 


Complete each idiom from A opposite with one word. 


bettel s es 
2 petalis iet 


that's him all .... 


Complete each sentence with an idiom from 51.1. You may need to change the form 
of the verb. 


l he:oficeimeverstoDs. IUS Sicut ae orcas A AARO from 8 am to 6 pm. 
2 There were 18 of us for dinner, ge 
3eDonitibe'tmsuchrahurnyito»passyouldriving:test.............2... acriter ! 
4 My sister isn't interested in what I’m doing. | could be homeless 


6 Some parents allow their children to come home ............ ttes of the 
day and night. 
7 My brother's really forgetful, so I’m not surprised he forgot your birthday. 
| 


8. My dadiwasireally grumpy this morning, but ............. ertt now. 


Match the beginning of each sentence with its ending. 


1 There are over a hundred thousand books in the library, all Ll a high. 

2 The new government is trying to be all things to all m b smiles. 
3 Heclaims that he is the boss of his company in all but El c told. 

4 She's said some terrible things about me, but to my face she's all [nl d nothing. 
5 The banks raised interest rates yesterday to an all-time A e name. 

6 You can't give up smoking slowly - it has to be all or [] f people. 


Choose the correct idiom. 


1 | want to get a new [all-time high / all-singing, all-dancing / all-clear] tablet. 

2 | was late for work, | argued with my friend, and [in all but name / all in good time / to cap it all], 
my bike got stolen. 

3 She'sthe head of the school [all in all / all or nothing / in all but name]. 

4 They're trying to be [all things to all people / all told / at all hours], but it's an impossible aim. 

5 The atmosphere at work seems to be at [an all-time low / all or nothing / all systems go]. 

6 I’ve got 13 uncles, [in all but name / all told / all smiles]. 


Correct the six mistakes with idioms in this email. 


e^o 
E Reply Forward 


I'm training to be a vet, and I've got ten exams, all said, to prepare for. It means I've 
been studying at all minutes of the day and night. I'm exhausted, and to hat it all I've 
got three exams on the same day this week! I just want to relax and go on holiday, but 
all in nice time - I'll be finished next month. I told my friend I was feeling stressed, but 
he just laughed - that's him all off. He never takes anything seriously, and even when 
he's worried or anxious he's all smile. 
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FECHAS Conversational expressions using no 


l'll be home in next to no time?. 


| found no end of? bargains in 
the sales. 


Itd help me no end? if you did 
the shopping. 


She was spending money like 
there was no tomorrow’. 


You must come to my party. 
| won't take no for an answer. 


No prizes for guessing? who 
arrived last. 


Let's ask her now. No time like 
the present’. 


Go and wash your hands. No ifs and 
buts*. 


I'll help you. No strings attached’, 
| promise. 


Don’t believe their promises. There’s 
no such thing as a free lunch”. 


Some parts of the city are no-go 
areas”! at night. 


He's not phoned or emailed, 
but no news is good news". 


She told me in no uncertain terms? 
that she thought | was making a foolish 
mistake. 


l very quickly ?lots of *very much ^quickly 5 won't let you refuse to come “it’s obvious 


T now is the perfect time °do it without arguing (usually used to a child) ?there'll be no unpleasant or 
inconvenient demands * if someone gives you something, they always expect something in return 


11 dangerous places 


12 


No for dramatic effect 


we'd hear something if there were a problem ? strongly and directly 


Note these idioms with no. In each one, the idiom is used in place of a more direct word 
or expression. For example, Rome is no ordinary city actually means Rome is an extraordinary city. 


be no oil painting 


| example 


Lottie is a beautiful woman, but her daughter is no oil painting. 


meaning 


is not pretty 


be no spring 
chicken 


be no / nobody's 
fool 


be no joke 


She loves windsurfing and paragliding, even though she's no 
spring chicken. 


He'll never believe your lies - he's no / nobody's fool. 


It's no joke driving on those steep, narrow mountain roads. 


is not young any 
more 


is clever and not 
easily deceived 


is serious or difficult 


be no picnic 


Trekking across the desert in temperatures of over 40 degrees 
was no picnic for the explorers. 
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was difficult and 
unpleasant 


52.1 


52.2 


52.3 


52.4 


Exercises 


When would you use the idioms in the box? Match the idioms with the situations. 


A20) HN HG 


| won't take no for an answer! There's no such thing as a free lunch! 
Go at once — no ifs and buts! No news is good news! 
No time like the present! No strings attached — | promise! 


Someone tells you about an email they received promising them a free dream holiday. 

You are determined that someone will accept your invitation to dinner. 

A friend asks you when to do something. You think they should do it immediately. 

You want to reassure a friend that you won't ask anything in return for taking them to an 
expensive restaurant. 

You want your child to go to bed immediately. 

You want to reassure a friend who is worried that she hasn't heard from her teenage daughter who 
is travelling round Australia. 


Read these statements and answer the questions. 


1 


2 


Richard said it was no picnic for someone of his age to get used to a new job. 
Was it easy or difficult for Richard when he started his new job? 

Lena is very nice, but she's no oil painting. 

Is Lena pretty? 

John is very good at squash, even though he's no spring chicken. 

Is John still a young man? 

People often laugh at Georgie, but she's nobody's fool. 

How easy would it be to deceive Georgie? 

Luke's boss told him in no uncertain terms that he'd be dismissed immediately if he didn't 
work hard enough. 

How direct was Luke's boss with his threats? 

It's no joke trying to bring up a family on the minimum wage. 

How easy is it to look after a family if your only income is the minimum wage? 


Correct the mistakes in these idioms. 


oOUU4 0 NN rn 


There's no such thing as a free gift. 

She loves going shopping and spending like there's no future. 

We were told in no uncertain words that we must always be punctual for work. 
He said he would lend me €2,000 with no strings involved. 

He's a very good squash player, even though he's no spring onion. 

The new housing development caused no finish of problems. 


Replace the underlined part of each sentence with an idiom. 


AnBRWN Ee 


The town was full of people partying madly on New Year’s Eve. 

You won’t be surprised when | tell you who won the cookery competition. 
The journey was very easy, and we got to our destination very quickly. 
There are lots and lots of places to eat in our town. 

The police have declared the zone a dangerous place. 

It would help your grandma a lot if you cut the grass for her. 
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SUE Positive situations 


In these comments, the speakers use an idiom to repeat and sum up what they say. 


110 


He was the only candidate for the job, and he Let's ask Ellie to be club president as she has 
got it. It was handed to him on a plate’. so much experience. She's an old hand at^ 
running organisations. 


Our team played well from the start, and we 
soon had the upper hand". Laura's opponent in the badminton final 
played badly, so Laura won hands down’. 


I know she's arrogant, but she has broken 


three world records. You have to hand it He's a great comedian. He had the 
to her?! audience eating out of the palm of his 
hand*. 


The got it very easily and did not have to work for it ?gained power and control ?you have to admire 
what she did, even if you don't admire everything about her ^is very experienced at ? won very easily 
$had complete control of them (You can also say he had the audience ‘in the palm of his hand’) 


Negative situations 
Refusing to speak to your uncle when he has been so generous to you is biting the hand that 
feeds you. [treating somebody badly who helps you in some way, often by giving you money] 


l'd like to pay you more, but my hands are tied. [I'm not free to do what l'd like to do] 


The minister's accidental reference to tax increases in an interview played into the 
opposition's hands. [unintentionally gave them an advantage] 


The government have rejected out of hand the allegation that torture has been used in 
prisons. [completely] 


If you lay a hand on me, | will report you to the police. [hurt or physically attack] 


He lost his job, then his house was flooded. Some people are dealt a lousy hand. [are very 
unlucky in life] 


They gave their opponents an advantage by naming the team before the final. They shouldn't 
have shown their hand so early. [told people their plans when they were a secret before] 


Very few people supported her. You could count them on the fingers of one hand. [they were 
very small in number] 


Other idioms with hand 
If you give someone a big hand, you applaud them by clapping. 


If you hand over the reins to someone, you give the power you had (for example, over a 
business or an organisation) to another person. 


If you say ‘Her children are off her hands now. One is married and the other is at university’, 
you mean she is not responsible for them any more. 


If you just sit on your hands, you do nothing about a problem that needs to be solved. 


If you say ‘I know I have a map of Dublin somewhere, but | can’t lay my hands on it at the 
moment; you mean you can't find it. 


If you ask someone to put their hand on their heart and tell you something, you ask them to 
tell you something truthfully. 
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53.1 


53.2 


53.3 


53.4 


Exercises 


Complete each idiom from A opposite. 


il 


2 


5 


6 


He doesn't know anything about business, but he's made a success of his Internet company - you 
NAVE tO nas tinc Aosta Mo dle him. 

In the tennis final, Edward Roxley had thessi iinnat for the entire match 

and won easily. 

Katarina is always complaining that a lot of children with rich parents have everything handed to 
CHER kosmacoss debt ead t es í 

We scored 230 points. No other team got more than 120, so we won the competition 


What a brilliant speaker! She had everyone eating ........... s of her 
hand. 
Acdambiistai mene Rr m aE AEA at dealing with lawyers - he used to be one himself! 


Correct the mistakes in the idioms in these news cuttings. 


il 


3 


Match the beginning of each sentence with its ending. 


il 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 


| think you've been dealt 


into the hands of your enemies. 


It's crazy to bite off her hands and are independent. 


My sister feels relieved that her kids are out of the palm of your hand. 
If you do that, you'll play a lousy hand. You've been unlucky. 
the hand that feeds you. 


to you on a plate. 


You mustn't expect things to be handed 


X ITIN 


You've got everyone eating 


What would you say in these situations? Use an idiom from the opposite page in your answer. 


1 


2 


You are the chairperson of an informal lecture. The guest speaker, Professor Ward, has given a 
wonderful lecture, and you want everyone to applaud her. 

Someone asks if they can borrow your dictionary. You know you have one somewhere, but you 
can't find it at the moment. Explain. 

Tell your colleagues that you think you should all do something positive about a bad situation 
instead of doing nothing. 

You have been the secretary of a sports club for ten years. Tell the other members that you are 
ready to pass the job to someone else. 

Your friend says they have never told a lie. Ask them if they would swear this is the truth. 


Make a special page in your vocabulary notebook for hand idioms and see how many you can 
collect in one month. Check their meanings in a dictionary if you are not sure. 
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ese People and personalities 


In these conversations, the second speaker uses an idiom to repeat and sum up what the first speaker says. 


A: She’s always dreamt of being a ballet dancer, hasn’t she? 
B: Yes, it’s been her heart’s desire ever since she was three years old. 


A: She sometimes seems a bit rude, but she’s very kind really. 
B: | know. She’s got a heart of gold, hasn’t she? 


A: The teacher is only strict with his students because he thinks it will help them. 
B: That’s right. He only has their best interests at heart. 


A: Only the coldest, most unfeeling person could fail to be moved by such a sad story. 
B: | agree. You'd have to have a heart of stone not to be upset by it. 


A: The movement wants to attack our society’s most important values. 
B: That's right. It aims to strike at the heart of freedom and democracy. 


A: | don’t want to go to her party, but it would be unkind not to, don’t you think? 
B: Yes, | don’t have the heart to say no. 


A: Was Tania very upset when she told you about Henry leaving? 
B: Yes, she certainly was. She cried her heart out! 


A: | feel so sorry for everyone who lost their homes in the flood. 
B: Me too. My heart goes out to them. 


A: Jo says she's exhausted after going on that luxury cruise. 

B: My heart bleeds for her! [I don't feel sorry for her at all; this idiom is often used ironically to mean 
the opposite, but is sometimes used in a non-humorous way, e.g. ‘My heart bleeds for the victims of 
the tragedy.’] 


Feelings 


eee Cœ Q fi 
Horoscopes 


-. Your heart is in your boots? when 
| you think of all the work you have 
to do today, but just get on with it. 
Once you get started, you may even 
enjoy it. 


You say that you are not sure where 
your relationship is going, but in your 
" heart of hearts? you know that it is You keep telling someone close 
unlikely to last much longer. to you about their faults. Have a 
heart"! Tell them what you like 


You don't want to hurt your friend by shout them too. 


Cape giving them some bad news, but it’s 
7" / important that you tell them soon. 
Harden your heart* and do it now. 


1 make your feelings obvious ? you are not interested in ?in your true, most secret thoughts 
4 don't let your feelings stop you ? don't be anxious or afraid you feel unhappy "be kind 
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54.1 


54.2 


54.3 


54.4 


Exercises 


Look at A opposite. Choose the correct answer. 


1 If someone is very kind to others, do they have a) a heart of stone or b) a heart of gold? 

2 If your heart bleeds for someone, does this always mean you feel sorry for them? a) Yes b) No 

3 If you cry your heart out, are you a) shouting or b) sobbing? 

4 |f someone has your best interests at heart, are they concerned about a) your general 
well-being or b) your finances? 

5 Is your heart more likely to go out to someone who is a) suffering or b) very successful? 

6 Are you more likely to say ‘I don't have the heart to’ do something a) pleasant or 
b) unpleasant? 


Correct the five mistakes with idioms in this post on an online problem page. 


l've been offered a job that all my friends and family think | should take. The problem is that in 
my heart of heart, | really don't want it. It's always been my heart's wish to leave this city and 


work abroad, but | don't get the heart to tell my family this, as | know they'll be upset. | know 
you will tell me to keep heart and be strong, but I really don't want to hurt them. After all, | 
know they have my best interests by heart. What should | do? 


Replace the underlined part of each sentence with an idiom. 


1 Don'texpect so much of him - he's only four! Be kind to him! 

2 You'll only get hurt if you make your feelings so obvious. 

3 Hefelt very miserable as he thought about the difficult week ahead. 

4 You know your parents want what is best for you. 

5 Heshowed her round the city, but she could tell that he was not really interested in it. 


Complete the crossword. 


Across 
3 Karl knew he hadn't studied enough, and his heart was in his ss as he entered 
the exam room. 
6 So you only have two cars now, not three? My heart onesies for you. 
7 He'strying to be enthusiastic, but you can tell his heart isn't really Õssus it. 
9 Rosa was frightened, but she oc cescssesseseeneienetnenes her heart and entered the room. 
10 When | saw the film about the refugees, my heart .......................... out to them, and 
| had to do something to help. 
Down 
1 Kasia didn't have the heart s.s.s iisisti 
refuse to help her little brother. 
2^ heartictesttikes............———— 4. the heart of 
the problem when it talks about child poverty. 
4 You always know how Daniela feels - she wears 
har heart om Rer seed md d 
Few people in life are lucky enough to achieve 
their heart Saa Esna » 
heart, Irma! Lots of people 
fail their driving test the first time. 


uo 
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Life and live 


Lucy: 
Sophie: 


EE idioms with life 


Did you have a good holiday in New Zealand? 
Yes, thanks. We had the time of our life?! Did | tell you | bumped into my next-door 


neighbour there? | got the shock of my life?! 


Lucy: 
Sophie: 
Lucy: 
Sophie: 


What a surprise! So, what did you do on holiday? 
We did lots of sailing, and my husband even went bungee jumping. 
Wow! That'd scare the life out of me?. 
Me too. There's no way I'd risk life and limb‘ like that. Anyway, we had some friends round 


last night, and he was the life and soul of the party’, telling them all about his bungee 
jump. He claims he came within an inch of his life doing it! 


Lucy: 
Sophie: 
Lucy: 


Oh dear! 
Still, we both feel we've got a new lease of life". 
Oh, I'd love to go travelling and see life?! I'm going to make my husband's life a misery? 


until he agrees that we can go to Canada. I’ve always wanted to go there. 


Sophie: 
Lucy: 


lenjoyed ourselves very much 

? was very shocked 

3 frighten me very much 

^do something physically dangerous 
5 was the centre of attention 


9 nearly died 


idiom 


be / live in a 
dream world 


live a charmed 
life 


live a lie 


Do you think he'll agree? 
Of course. He'd do anything for a quiet life 


10; 


T become more energetic and active; can also be used to 


describe objects or places as seeming like new again 


something all the time 


8 experience different, often unexpected things 
?make things difficult for someone, e.g. by talking about 


10 agree to anything to avoid problems 


Bee Idioms with live 


| example 


He's living in a dream world if he thinks he'll 
become a famous pop star. 


James has lived a charmed life; everything 
he does works out well. 


| meaning 


has unrealistic hopes (usually used in 
continuous form) 


been very lucky in life 


You must tell her you're married - you can't mme dishonestly by pretending to be 


go on living a lie. 


live out of a 
suitcase 


After a month sleeping on a friend's floor, 
Becky is tired of living out of a suitcase. 


live on 
borrowed time 


live to tell the 
tale 


The government is living on borrowed time 
at the moment and is unlikely to survive the 
next election. 


Our walking holiday was awful! We got lost 
on the mountains, and it rained all the time. 
But at least we lived to tell the tale. 


something that is not true 


not having a permanent place to live 


existing longer than expected 


successfully dealt with a difficult or 
frightening experience 


live and let live 


| wouldn't want to have as many pets as they 
do but, hey, live and let live! 
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accept how others live and behave, 
even though it is different from your 
way of life 


55.1 


55.2 


55.3 


55.4 


Exercises 


Look at A opposite. Match the beginning of each sentence with its ending. 


aN 0 Uo 4» 0 MN HL 


Mum finally said | could go out - she'd do [| a amisery if she spoke to the police. 
When he retired, Steve got [] b and soul of the party. 

The children had the time m c herlife when she saw the snake. 
That film scared the life [eat d anything for a quiet life. 
Firefighters risk life E e oftheir lives at the party. 

Melanie is always the life m f and limb every day to help others. 
He threatened to make her life idi g out of me! 

Ana got the shock of m h anew lease of life. 


Correct the mistakes in these idioms. 


c -10)01 5 00 hN2 S 


Re 


COON OO HBWN L2 


he 


Co 
f 


2 
3 


We were within a mile of our lives when the lightning struck the tree beside us. 
| don't like cycling to work. | feel like I’m risking life and legs in all that traffic. 
The operation has given my grandmother a new licence of life. 

Taking your final exams won't be easy, but I’m sure you'll live to tell the news. 
Clare felt the shock of her life when she saw the police officer at her door. 
Some people find living out of some luggage away from home very stressful. 
The company chairman is living on lent time after the latest fall in profits. 
Lewis is really shy and isn't usually the life and heart of the party. 


place the underlined part of each sentence with an idiom. 


Your life will be based on deceit if you don't tell him you were once in prison. 

In this life, we have to accept people for what they are, even if they are very different from us. 
Not many people have lived such a happy and successful life as Ed has. 

We had a fantastic holiday in California last year. 

Travelling is the best way to discover different things about the world. 

The explorers faced many challenges in the Arctic but came back safely and told us all about it. 
The sudden scream gave me a terrible fright. 

Jess thinks she'll have a career as a model, but she's being totally unrealistic in my opinion. 
The naughty child made things very unpleasant for his teacher. 

The full service has made our old car feel like new again. 


mplete each idiom with a preposition. 


Ever since they lost the competition, United’s coach has felt he is living s 
borrowed time. 
WS TS TTE an inch of our lives when the falling rock just missed our car. 


| got the shock my life when | switched on the TV and saw my mum being 
interviewed. 

Travelling round the world living „u...un of a suitcase can be exciting at first but soon 
loses its novelty. 

I’m sure your parents will have the time ou... their lives on the cruise. 

My dad hates confrontation. | think he'd do anything ........... s a quiet life! 
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56 Dead and death 


RETE Dead and death as the end of something or as failure 


In these conversations, the second speaker uses an idiom to react to what the first speaker says. 


A: | wanted to talk to you about your plan to start a hiking club. 
B: | don’t want to talk about it. As far as I’m concerned, that idea is now dead and buried'. 


A: It was a pity that house prices rose so much last year. 
B: Yes. That was the kiss of death to? our plan to buy a place in the city centre. 


A: Did anything happen about that scheme to build a centre for the homeless? 
B: No. The city council ran out of money, and the whole plan is dead in the water’. 


A: | tried to buy Zoom magazine today but couldn't get it anywhere. 
B: Oh yes. That's as dead as a dodo’. They stopped publishing it about a year ago. 


A: Your committee doesn't seem to achieve much. Why is that? 
B: If you want my opinion, there's too much dead wood’. We need some new people. 


A: What happened to the party's manifesto for change? 
B: Oh, it's a dead duck. Everyone voted against it. 


A: Many companies are struggling financially at the moment. 
B: Yes. The economic recession has dealt a death blow’ to many small businesses. 


1 finished or ended completely ?event that caused our plan to fail (informal) ?failed and 

will never succeed *not existing or popular or important any more (informal; a dodo is an extinct bird) 
5 members of a group who are not useful any more and who should be removed 

ê not successful or useful (informal) " an event that causes something to fail completely 


Bes eB Other idioms with dead and death 


If you are dead to the world, you are in a deep sleep. 


If you are sick to death of something, you are annoyed by it because you have experienced it 
for too long. (You can also say ‘bored or worried to death") 


If something is a fate worse than death (humorous), it is the worst thing that can happen 
to you. 


If someone endures a living death, they have a life so full of suffering that it would be better 
to be dead. 


If something is a matter of life and / or death, it is a serious situation where people might die. 
If you do something in the dead of night, you do it in the middle of the night. 


If you say something will happen ‘over my dead body! you mean you will do everything you 
can to prevent it. 


If you say a vehicle, a building or a machine is a death trap, you think it is so dangerous it 
could cause people to die. 


If someone is at death's door, they are nearly dead. 


Language 


There are many idioms based on dead and death in English. Make a special page for dead / death 
idioms in your vocabulary notebook and record any new ones you find. 
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56.1 


56.2 


56.3 


56.4 


Exercises 


Rewrite the underlined part of each sentence using the word in brackets. 


AUNE 


There are a lot of useless people in my office. They should sack some people. [WOOD] 

Putting Joshua in charge was the event that caused the project to fail. [KISS] 

His idea of building a plane and flying round the world has been abandoned. [DODO] 

The old family quarrel has now ended completely, and they live in harmony. [BURIED] 

The planning committee's decision was an event that caused the failure of the proposal to build 
the new airport. [BLOW] 


Which dead or death idioms do these pictures make you think of? 
T 


3 5 


EEUU aes | 


Complete each sentence with an idiom from 56.2. 


1 
2 


3 
4 
5 


6 


rs E tabs CET cs eternal - edet inb demit d codon , when everyone was sleeping. 


The bank refused to lend him the money. That was the tnn 


his plan to open a restaurant. 

l Was ca aded mn ton aoo. beat and didn't hear her enter the room. 

The negotiations have broken down, and the deal is mhieeisriisiimiisnecepaieirett nee A E é 
| don’t think people will pay to have their computers cleaned every three months. That idea is 
Bu ee Peete ieee EE uua if you ask me. 

POOsOlGRI ESSN Siete, aes e SE Ce en . I don't think he'll last another year. 


Correct the mistakes in the idioms. 


co -410 001» CQ) hN2 FE 


You should only call an ambulance if it is the matter of death and life. 

The thieves stole the painting in the death of night. 

I am sick to the dead of people complaining all the time. It's not my fault! 

That old car is so dangerous. It's the dead trap. 

Having to sit next to my boring uncle at the restaurant was the fate like death. 

Many people suffered a death in life in prison camps during the civil war. 

The council are planning to demolish my house to build a motorway. On my dead body! 
There are too many dead woods on the school committee. They never do anything useful. 
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118 


Mind as a noun 
Mind as a noun means ‘thoughts’ or ‘imagination’. In these conversations, the second speaker 
uses an idiom to repeat and sum up what the first speaker says. 


A: I'm fed up with listening to the teacher and not doing anything, aren't you? 
B: Yes, l'm bored out of my mind. 


. 


A: Emma should pass her maths exam, provided she makes an effort. 
B: Yes, she certainly should, if she puts her mind to it. 


A: The concert was absolutely spectacular, wasn’t it! 
B: Yes, it blew my mind! 
: No sane person would want to be prime minister. 
B: That's true. Nobody in their right mind would want that responsibility. 
[ 


: He must be crazy to spend all that money on a car. 
: Yes, he's out of his mind! 


: I’m really tired of this boring party. Shall we go home? 
B: You read my mind - let's go! 


A: We must do something to stop your sister thinking about her operation tomorrow. 
B: Let's take her to the cinema. That should take her mind off it. 


: | can't stop worrying about Hamid's accident. 
B: | know. It’s been preying on my mind all day. 


A: | can’t believe the wedding has been cancelled. They seemed so happy. 
B: Yes, | can't get my mind round it either! (You can also say ‘I can't get my head round it’) 


A: Whatever I say, he always brings the conversation back to sport! 
: | know. He has a terrible one-track mind. 


: Try to remember what happened next. 
B: |’m trying to cast my mind back, but | just can't remember a thing. 


A: Tell yourself you can do it, and you'll easily manage to swim that distance. 
B: | know. It's just a question of mind over matter. [your thoughts influencing your body] 


Mind as a verb 
Mind can also be a verb and is often used when warning people to be careful. 


A: My dad hates bad manners, so mind your Ps and Qs when you meet him. [be polite - p stands for 
please and q represents the /kju:/ sound at the end of thank you] 
B: Don't worry! I will. 


A: The pavement is very uneven here. 
B: Yes, you need to mind your step. [walk carefully] 


A: Why did you come back so late last night? 
B: Mind your own business! [it's got nothing to do with you] 


A: See you later, Grandma. 
B: OK. Mind how you go! [take care; used when saying goodbye (informal)] 


: Nathan doesn't trust his colleagues. He thinks they're telling lies about him to his boss. 
B: Yes, he needs to mind his back in that office. [be careful because others are trying to cause problems 
for him; you can also say ‘watch your back] 
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57.1 


57.2 


57.3 


57.4 


Exercises 


Are the idioms in these sentences used correctly? If not, correct them. 


Nobody in their correct mind would lend him money again. He never pays it back. 
Ben had always said he wanted to study law, so his mother is finding it hard to get 
her mind round his decision to leave university and join a rock band. 

He's always talking about cars. l've never met anyone with such a one-way mind. 
I’m sure you can mend your own bike if you put your mind to it. 

What can we do to take Marco’s mind out of his problems? 

Now, I’d like you all to throw your mind back to your very first day at school. 


Complete each dialogue with an idiom from the opposite page. 


1 


2 


Max: I’m off now then. See you in a couple of hours. 

Beth: BY Ceased booa a tod pti OE ede 

Harry: You’ve bought another pair of shoes?! How much were they? 
Tile sug cath ten cate ren crossed e A ! 


Nathan: Why are you yawning? 

Molly: JS MEN og nnam Test dol m eol 3... ee 

Lisa: I’m thinking of taking a year off to cycle round the world. 

Rita: Yowmusebe»R mi. qu DAI VIRA annaia ! 

Joe: Were you able to forget about the exam today? 

Lou: Napit SO leave MENA O sasiore OAM iit nerin all day. 

PolicexofficeriPpleasebemno miran i ieran and tell us exactly what happened 
on the night in question. 

Tess: Well, it’s a long time ago now... 


Which idioms do these pictures make you think of? Complete the captions. 


1 


| hate 


O traffic jams 


E T a PELE EE E E ET A . 


Replace the underlined part of each sentence with an idiom. 


co -10U€1 4» C) N29 FS 


Walk carefully on the ice - it's very slippery. 

The actor's performance was amazing! 

It goes without saying that you should always be very polite at an interview. 
People who drink and drive must be totally crazy. 

My twin brother can tell exactly what I’m thinking. 

I’m always so bored in physics lessons! 

Their argument worried Freya for a long time. 

You'll find it quite easy to learn the guitar if you make a bit of an effort. 
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58 Hard 


RUNS Problems 


Dear Bella 


l've just started working in a 
clothes shop, but it's proving 
much harder than I had 
bargained for. I've realised 
that I’m no good at giving 
people the hard sell?, and 
there don't seem to be any 
hard-and-fast rules? for 
what I should be doing. | 
thought | would love it, but 
I'm finding it really hard 
going". Will it get better or 
is this it? 


Liz 


RIA 


Dear Bella 

My partner and | have just split up. It was a mutual decision, 
and we agreed there would be no hard feelings, but it has hit 
me much harder than | expected. My ex seems to be going 
out a lot and is perfectly happy, which | find hard to swallow’. 
Am I being unreasonable? 


Ali 
ese 


Dear Bella 

| lost my job last month, so my family has fallen on hard 
times®. My wife is still working, but we're struggling, and we're 
really hard up’. I'm finding it difficult to find a new job, and I'm 
hard put” to see a solution. What should | do? 


Simon 


1 more difficult than expected ? trying very hard to persuade people to buy something ?clear rules 
^ difficult and tiring ? no anger towards each other affected me much worse ' difficult to accept 
8 are finding life difficult through lack of money ? without much money finding it difficult 


RAS More problems 


Read what six people say about their problems. 


My younger sister trusts people too easily, 
but | guess she will learn the hard way! that 
things are not always what they seem. 


| want to go to Australia this summer, so | 
need to persuade my boss to let me have 
three weeks off work. It will be a hard nut to 
crack’, but I'm going to try. 


| hate dealing with salespeople. They always 


try to drive a hard bargain’, and |’m not very 


good at saying no! 


lve got far too much work this week. I'll 
be hard-pressed’ to get it all finished, and 
I'm worried my boss will be angry if | don't 


manage. 


My flatmate complains if | ask him to help 
clean the flat. He always seems to make hard 
work of? anything | ask him to do! 


My brother doesn't have a job, and he feels 
hard done by$ because I’ve got more money 
than him. | work hard, though, so | don't 
think it's unfair! 


! discover something through a difficult experience ? demand a lot in exchange for the service given 
? find it difficult ^a difficult problem to solve ?make something into a major problem 


$ unfairly treated 
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58.1 


58.2 


58.3 


58.4 


Exercises 


Correct the mistakes in these idioms from A opposite. 


| hate it when people try to give you the hard sale over the phone. 

Her grandfather's illness has really struck her very hard. 

I’m so glad we're friends again. No hard feels, OK? 

Walking home in the heavy snow was really hard go. 

| find his constant criticism of me very hard to drink. 

Learning how to skate turned out to be much harder than Nina had bargained by. 


aAunBWN HL 


Read this post on an online problem page. Are these sentences true or false? If the 
answer is false, say why. 


I’m feeling very hard-pressed at work at the moment. | have a long report to finish, but I'll be 
hard put to get it done in time. I’d love to hand in my notice, but I'm far too hard up to be able 


to manage without a salary even for a week or two. | guess I’m learning the hard way that 
money doesn't grow on trees! Can you help me? Kira 


Kira is very busy at work. 

She will easily meet her deadline for the report. 
She can't afford to leave her job. 

She is learning a fun lesson about life. 


4 0) N Ld 


Complete each idiom. 


Doei er ONAA Des 5hardzands Lu oth LeS 
2 GH AG cele oct debo lus to crack 6 "learn the nard Zoenen 
3 "Dad TOi R | [Mae o Enn oM eaae hb tee hard work of 

ARM cos tlonin dit nhe c a hard bargain Shae (fel laeta |o lie i ire by 


Complete each sentence with an idiom from 58.3. You may need to change the form of 
the verb. 


1 The truth is unpleasant, and I’m worried you'll find it... " 

2 Although Jack's grandfather used to be rich, he ...cscmessintnenenneeinnenenenntneinneenanenenennee and the 
family lived in poverty. 

SNITT)SrerakelhO eee ee mtt aod E as to how you should behave in circumstances 
like these. 

Ar imisuretydralwilllk 5:95:59 9 b xia et eara set when she discovers that her uncle has 
bought her twin sister a new sports car. 

5EGmiidrenreventuallyo seus trn ee roce rene dans that life is not always fair. 

6 I have no idea how we're going to solve this problem. It's going to be 
tr e eei e diei ode me MM , Pm sure. 

T «Ruby;always;complains and'seelms:to.......... macte ceret tr gite any little problem. 

8 You want me to reduce the price by £200? You certainly ........... tes t 


Over to 


Look up hard in the Cambridge Idioms Dictionary at http://dictionary.cambridge.org/. Make a 
note of three other interesting idioms that you find there. Write them down in example sentences. 
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When things go wrong 
Many idioms with fall refer to situations where things go wrong, people encounter problems, 
or where something fails. Read these news cuttings and note the idioms. 


'Ihe minister of education seems to have fallen 
from grace’. There are rumours that the president 
is planning to sack her next week when ... 


Last year, a petition with 10,000 signatures 
demanding an end to the tax fell on deaf 
ears?, so yesterday protesters took to the 
streets and ... 


louse prices have fallen through the floor in the - 
ix months, leaving many homeowners worrying 


! done something which made people in 5 broke a law or regulation 


authority stop liking or admiring them 5 did not come up to the standard of 
?the wrong people obtain and control them T done something which seemed like a good 
3 was ignored idea but was not wise 
^ dropped to a very low level 5be in a very bad state and about to fail 


Other idioms with fall 
People were falling over themselves to volunteer as helpers for the president's visit. [very 
keen and eager] 


She never seems to have to work to get what she wants. Everything just seems to fall / drop 
into her lap. [happen or be given to her without any effort on her part] 


Fabio seems to have fallen for Elena hook, line and sinker! [fallen madly in love with] 


My colleagues at the office played a joke on me, and I fell for it hook, line and sinker. 
[completely believed something which was not true] 


I'm afraid you will have to fall into line and accept the company’s rules and policy. [start to 
accept the rules of an organisation] 


Here are two proverbs which include fall: 

Pride comes before a fall. [if someone is too confident or arrogant, something bad will happen, 
which will show that they are not as good as they think they are] 

The bigger they are / come, the harder they fall. [the more power or success someone has, the 
harder it will be for them to lose it] 


See Unit 11 for more proverbs. 
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59.1 


59.2 


59.3 


59.4 


Exercises 


Complete the emails with idioms from A opposite. 


1 


3 


D] Rew 


Forward 


Hi Azmah 
You asked why the new computers were so 
cheap. Well, silicon chip prices have fallen 


Good news, eh? 


EE Reply Forward 


Dear Elsa 

As you know, the project seems to be falling 
seams, and we're in danger of losing a lot of 
money. We need to keep an eye on the situation. 
Carmen 


Jo 
ese [V7] Rey Forward ose [S7] Roy Forward 
Enda Dear all 


I'm afraid our request to management for 
more staff has fallen on ...............s 
ee eee , and we're just going to 
have to cope with present staff levels. Sorry. 
Archie 


A memory stick with sensitive information 
on it is missing. We don’t want it to fall 


vital that we find it. 
Brian 


Rewrite the underlined part of each sentence using the word in brackets. 


1 


w 


It seems that the prime minister’s special adviser, Lily Sparks, is not liked or respected any more, 


and she is expected to resign soon. [GRACE] 


Everyone had to accept the decision and work longer hours for the same pay. [LINE] 
The deal broke the export regulations and had to be cancelled at the last minute. [FOUL] 
The report is not really an outright condemnation of the government’s actions, but it does contain 


strong criticism. [SHORT] 


Complete each idiom. 


1 I didn’t realise she was deceiving me, and I fell for it hook, s 4 
2 It looks as if the whole system is falling apart ............... eA . 

3 | didn’t really have to do anything to get the job. It just fell s. 
4 Sara may not like the new rules, but she'll just have to on ssssstsesenemeeseetaeietiuetinetnenneiaeianneineiesen : 


Answer these questions. 


1 


2 


w 


What is the difference between falling for something hook, line and sinker and falling for a person 


hook, line and sinker? 


What proverb could you use about someone who is over-confident and arrogant, and you suspect 
something bad will happen to them as a result? 

True or false? If someone falls over themselves to do something, it means they have an accident. 
What proverb could you use about a billionaire who lost all their money in one day and had to beg 
in the streets? 
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Own as adjective, noun and verb 
Own is frequently used as an adjective: 
She's a woman after my own heart. [having the same opinions or interests as me] 


Own is occasionally used as a noun: 
Bicycles come into their own in rush hour, as they end up moving much faster than cars or 
buses. [are very useful or successful in a particular situation] 


Own can also be used as a verb: 
She's only worked here for a week, but she behaves as if she owns the place. [in an 
unpleasantly confident way] 


Own suggesting acting independently 


| 


idiom | example | meaning 


be your own Rajiv is his own person. Nobody can make him do 
person anything he doesn’t want to. 


take matters The police didn’t do anything about the situation, so 
into yourown | we decided to take matters into our own hands. 
hands 


behaves as he wants to without 
being influenced by others 


deal with something ourselves 
because others are failing to act 


—— ——— — 
when you are ready 


in your own There's no need to hurry. Just give me an answer in 


time your own time. 

save your own | Don't expect her to support you - she's only wants to protect herself from danger or 
skin save her own skin. difficulty, regardless of others 
go their own 


They've decided they can't live together any longer separate (verb) 
and are going to go their own ways. | 
Fazia is only 14, but she can hold her own in any adult | be as successful as anyone else | 


conversation. 
Own in idioms criticising people | 
Pilar: Mario's always saying how wonderful he is. | 
Maya: | know. He never stops blowing his own trumpet. 
Pilar: His behaviour will cause him a lot of trouble. 
Maya: Yes, he's digging his own grave, isn't he! 
Pilar: It's his own fault that he's so unpopular. 
Maya: | know, it's of his own making. 
Pilar: Everyone thinks he's using his position to make money dishonestly. 
Maya: Yes, they suspect him of feathering his own nest. 
Pilar: The trouble is, it encourages others to use the same methods as he does. 
Maya: That's right. | suppose they're trying to play him at his own game. 
Pilar: Yes, they want to get revenge by showing him how unpleasant it is. 
Maya: That's exactly it. They're trying to get their own back. 


ways 


hold your own 


Language 


We always use own with a possessive form before it (e.g. his own making), not an article, 

e.g. the or an. The only exception to this rule is the idiom an own goal, e.g. 'The government's 
decision to raise taxes just before the election was very much an own goal. [something which 
helped the other side rather than themselves] 
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60.1 


Exercises 


Choose the correct word to complete each idiom. 


60.2 


60.3 


| like Tina. She's her own [girl / person]. In fact, she’s very much a woman after my own [heart / 
head]. But I’m not keen on her boyfriend, Karl. He's always blowing his own [trumpet / trombone], 
and when they come to my flat, he behaves as if he owns the [space / place]. | think it's time they 

went their own [roads / ways]. In fact, | really think she'd [come / get] into her own if they did. 


Replace the underlined part of each sentence with an idiom. 


1 | must think of a way of taking my revenge on Matt for playing that trick on me. 

2 Hetold the police who had really planned the burglary in order to get out of trouble himself. 
3 Tim was smaller than the other judo players, but he was as successful as anyone else. 
4 You're making trouble for yourself by putting your boss in such a difficult position. 

5 If women want to succeed in politics, they have to use the same methods as men. 


Complete the crossword. 


Across 

2 The newspaper accused the politician of 
LIVIN XO T e neet kroade his own nest. 

4 You can't blame him for trying to save 
his own sss. + He really 
can't afford to lose his job. 

5 You're sss. YOU OWN grave 
by going on strike. 


9 My problems may be .......... sss 
my own making, but that doesn't make it 
any easier. 
10 Just answer in your own ........ = 
There's no rush. 
11 The company has managed to 
ia ETE Te t 30.2; its own, despite fierce competition. 
Down 
1 ladmire Faye for always being her own „sssi , even when it makes her unpopular. 
3 If the town council has no plans to improve the appearance of our street, why don't we take 
matters into our OWN ....... s ? 
6 If we want to beat our competitors, we'll have to play them at their own ........... « 
7 Henry had never been to such a luxurious hotel before, but he walked in as sl 
he owned the place. 
8 I'm afraid | scored an own ss when | told my boss that | didn't really need a 
pay rise. 


Over to 


Note uses of own that you see in the course of your reading over the next week. In each case, 


think about whether it is being used ordinarily or idiomatically and write down any new 
idiomatic uses of own that you find. 
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1.1 


1.2 


1.3 


1.4 


2.1 


2.2 


2.3 


2.4 


Key 


Unit 1 


In 2009, | set off (phrasal verb) on a long journey. As | left my house, my neighbour shouted, ‘Good 
luck!’ (greetings and good wishes) | didn’t know at that moment (prepositional phrase) that | would 
not see him again for three years. | boarded the plane (collocation) at Heathrow, and soon it took 
off (phrasal verb) for Malaysia. When we touched down (phrasal verb) in Kuala Lumpur, | couldn’t 
wait to get off (phrasal verb) the plane. | took a bus (collocation) to the city centre (compound) and 
spent the night (collocation) at a youth hostel (compound). The first person | met was someone | 
had been at school (prepositional phrase) with years ago. ‘It’s a small world!’ (saying or proverb) he 
said when he saw me. 


My friend suggested that we join forces. ‘There’s safety in numbers,’ he said. ‘Let’s hit the road 
together. | was in two minds whether to go with him but finally decided to say yes. We travelled 
together for six months and had a whale of a time. We spent money like there was no tomorrow. 


| had to twist my dad’s arm and persuade him to send me some more money so | could travel further. 


1 
2 
3 
4 
5 


1 


C) a flash in the pan 

b) taken a shine to 

C) safe and sound 

b) put my foot in it 

b) as quiet as a mouse 


b 2G 3a 4 a 


Unit 2 


Ne WN HR 


AUNE 


False. Many idioms stay in frequent usage for a long time. 

True. 

True. 

True. 

False. Headline writers often play with idioms for humorous or dramatic effect, or to catch the 
reader’s eye. 

False. They can be found in most types of speaking and writing (although they may be more 
frequent in some types, such as popular journalism and informal conversation). 

True. 

False. Idioms are used in academic writing, although these idioms are different from typical 
idioms used in speech or informal writing. 


effect 
course 
pricked 


shape 
licking 
stone 


go up in the world 
lick your wounds 


prick up your ears 
open the door to 


Aw DU Ff 


a mountain-climbing organisation 
a boxing club 

be patient 

the person’s conscience 

a hi-fi company 
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3.1 


3.2 


3.3 


3.4 


3.5 


4.1 


Unit 3 


1 It gives information - where necessary - about the usage of the idiom (e.g. whether it is used in a 
literary or an informal context), and it gives examples of the idiom in a typical context. 

2 There are over 1 billion words of international English (e.g. British, American and Australian) taken 
from both spoken and written contexts. 

3 Itis informal. 


1 slang (Get off your backside means ‘stop being lazy’) 

2 formal (Have occasion to do something means ‘need to do something") 

3 offensive (The shit hits the fan means ‘a situation causes a lot of trouble’) 

4 informal (Know something inside out means ‘know everything about a subject’) 

5 literary (Not soil your hands means ‘not become involved in something unpleasant or bad’) 

6 old-fashioned (Send someone to Coventry means ‘refuse to speak to someone as a punishment’) 
7 humorous (Pigs might fly means ‘there is no chance at all of something happening’) 


m. 


Henry will help you deal with these forms. He knows the system inside out. 

2 They think he’s the boss of the criminal gang, but he never soils his hands by committing crimes 
personally. 

3 Joey can be so lazy. | wish he'd get off his backside. 

4 ‘I won't be late to work ever again. ‘Oh yes, and pigs might fly!’ 

5 If Greg finds out what you've done, the shit will hit the fan. 

6 | live very close to the hospital, but luckily I’ve never had occasion to go there. 

7 She had lied to them, and so they sent her to Coventry. 


At the time of writing, the Phrase Finder website gives a definition of the phrase, and a long 
description of its origin and history. 


The search engine Google finds 20,900,00 sites using this idiom. A search for 'like it or lump it news' 
gets 32,400,00 results. Some of these sites directly discuss the idiom, while many provide examples 
of itin a range of different contexts. 


SPORTS MINISTER HOPPING MAD 

John Hamilton has made a name for himself by running a tight ship at the Ministry of Sport. So it 
was no surprise to his staff that he reportedly *went spare' when he learnt what had been going on 
behind his back. Two of his leading advisors had been feathering their own nests with government 
money intended for young people's sports organisations. ‘Such behaviour is quite beyond the pale, 
said Hamilton, ‘and the two people concerned have already been given the sack. 


Meaning of idioms from ‘Sports Minister Hopping Mad’: 

hopping mad = very angry 

make a name for = become famous or respected for 

run a tight ship = control something firmly and effectively 

go spare = be extremely angry 

behind someone’s back = without someone knowing 

feather your own nest = dishonestly use your position to get money for yourself 
be beyond the pale = be unacceptable 

be given the sack = be dismissed from your job 


Unit 4 


1 They make a comparison. 

2 In literary writing, e.g. poetry 

3 Those used in literary contexts are original, and the comparison is intended to make the reader 
think; those used in idioms have become so much part of the language that speakers rarely still 
notice the original comparison. 

4 Itcan help to make sense of the meaning of the idiom, and thinking about the image underlying 
the idiom may help you to learn and remember the idiom. 
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4.2 


4.3 


4.4 


5.1 


5.2 


5.3 


5.4 


6.1 


6.2 


1 have something up your sleeve 

2 get/be given your marching orders / pull rank on 
3 uncharted waters 

4 take centre stage 


1 minefield 5 point, light 
2 launch 6 pull 

3 mark 7 at 

4 see 8 bluff 


Everyone else was laughing, but Katie couldn't see the joke. 

Eva is going / getting nowhere with her research. 

BritTel is going to join forces with SatCom to lobby the government. 

The teacher saw red when Matt refused to do his homework. 

The errors in the report really weren't Sam's fault, but he took / got the flak for them. 

Tina is hoping her father will eventually see reason / sense and let her drive the family car. 
Unfortunately, my brother's transport business was a casualty of the rise in fuel prices. 

As the president of a major company, Ross is used to taking centre stage. 


Unit 5 


ce -10014» 0) N20 L5 


1 from the cradle to the grave 
2 toclip someone's wings 

3 thetip of the iceberg 

4 outof your own pocket 


1 Mysister is always buying up-to-the-minute gadgets. 

2 Correct. 

3 My grandad's always talking about the good old days. 

4 They've been engaged for six months but haven't made any plans about when they're going to tie 
the knot. 

5 Correct. 

6 Engineering isn't the kind of job that every Tom, Dick or Harry could do. 


1 mountain 4 pocket 
2 numbered 5 bear 
3 spirit 


1 You'll pass your driving test if you really want to - where there's a will, there's a way. 

2 | get bored if | always do the same things at the weekend - variety is the spice of life. 

3 Sh! Be quiet! There's no need to talk at the top of your voice. 

4 He never saves any money. He spends whatever he has. Easy come, easy go is his motto. 
5 | was so upset when | failed the exam. | cried my eyes out. 

6 She’s a total optimist - she always manages to look on / see the bright side. 


Unit 6 


1 beblown away by 
2 beonthe same wavelength 
3 fringe benefits 


1 Fringe benefits are extra benefits you get with a job apart from your pay, and a fringe is hair that 
hangs down over your forehead. 

2 Non-digital radio stations broadcast their programmes on particular FM or AM wavelengths. If two 
people are on the same wavelength, they think in the same way. 
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6.3 


6.4 


T.1 


7.2 


7.3 


7.4 


8.1 


8.2 


3 If you are blown away by a performance, you are amazed and impressed because it is so good. A 


trumpet is an example of a wind instrument. A strong wind can also ‘blow you away’. 
4 Part and parcel refers to a necessary part of the job, and postmen have to deliver parcels. 
5 Film stars act, and get your act together means to organise yourself and resolve a problem. 


1 The money was burning a hole in my pocket. 

2 Her two brothers don’t see eye to eye and haven’t spoken to each other for over a year. 
3 Learning how to manage your finances is part and parcel of becoming an adult. 

4 It'stime you got your act together and found a job! 

5 The president refused to make a decision and was accused of sitting on the fence. 

6 My computer crashed, so I’m back to square one with my assignment. 


omen a ome) 


Over to you Possible answers: 

it never rains but it pours: a company that makes raincoats, umbrellas or wellington boots 
fighting fit: a judo club, a boxing club, a gym 

two left feet: a dance school 


Unit 7 

1 catch 5 worth 

2 fresh 6 thousand 
3 dropped 7 throw 

4 bat 

1 US 5 US 

2 Britain 6 Britain 
3 Britain 7 Britain 
4 US 


1 You have to pay the deposit for hiring the boat in hard cash. (British) 

2 Rhiannon and her sister have always fought like cats and dogs. (US) 

3 It was such a sad film / movie - | cried buckets. (US) 

4 There's a lot of donkey work to be done before we can open the new restaurant. (British) 
5 Having such perfect weather on holiday was the icing on the cake. (British) 

6 Having to stay late at work on a holiday weekend really took the cake. (US) 

7 What's happened? You look like the cat that ate the canary. (US) 


1 donkey work 
2 the icing / frosting on the cake 
3 fight like cat and dog / like cats and dogs 


Unit 8 


1 You have to be prepared to go the extra mile if you want to get promoted. 
2 Correct. 

3 This shampoo is great - it does exactly what it says on the tin. 

4 l'd never share an apartment with her - she'd be the flatmate from hell. 

5 Correct. 


1 Too much information 4 lm cool with that 
2 whatever floats your boat 5 Don'teven go there 
3 bigtime 6 Endof 
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130 


8.3 


8.4 


9.1 


9.2 


9.3 


9.4 


10.1 


1 
2 
3 
4 


doesn't float my boat 
fall off the radar 

go the extra mile 

big time 


Possible answers: 


1 


2 
3 
4 


This doesn't make sense - it would be annoying or upsetting to live next door to the neighbours 
from hell. 

This doesn't make sense - being happy about something is the same as being cool with it. 

This makes sense, as loving the painter's work is the opposite of it not floating the speaker's boat. 
This doesn't make sense - nailing jelly to a wall means that something is hard to do; if someone is 
honest and open, then it is easy to see and understand their feelings and opinions. 


Unit 9 


co -10014» 0) N20 FS 


N 


My new dress fits like a glove. 

You'll need to run like the wind to catch the train. 
She's as thin as a rake. 

Ana always looks as fresh as a daisy. 

He drove off like a maniac. 

Her mouth felt as dry as a bone. 

Their son is as bright as a button. 

Her hair felt as smooth as silk. 


dust 4 abone 
crystal 5 mud 
thieves 


Tom and Rosa have been fighting like cat and dog recently. 

Amy went as red as a beetroot when Lasse commented on her new dress. 

When our teacher asks the class a difficult question, Hatsuki usually answers as quick as a flash. 
It was early Sunday morning, and the house was as silent as the grave. 

Emma was all over Jakob like a rash at the barbecue last week. 

All her sisters are as poor as church mice. (Notice how this simile is made plural to match the 
plural subject.) 

Caterina felt as fresh as a daisy after her shower. 

The students in my class are great - hardworking, punctual and keen as mustard. 


Yes, he had a face like thunder. 
Yes, he's as stubborn as a mule. 
Yes, he was driving like a maniac. 


4 Yes, l've been working like a dog. 
5 Yes, she's as keen as mustard. 


Unit 10 


black and blue 

neck and neck 

little by little 

bumper to bumper 

here, there and everywhere 

give or take (Notice that we also say give and take, but it has a different meaning: For a relationship to 


work, you need a lot of give and take. [compromise]) 


nook and cranny 

hit and miss (Hit or miss is also possible and has the same meaning.) 
neat and tidy 

wear and tear 
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10.2 


10.3 


10.4 


11.1 


11.2 


11.3 


11.4 


12.1 


12.2 


1 bumperto bumper 5 nookand cranny 
2 here, there and everywhere 6 neatand tidy 

3 wearand tear 7 neckand neck 

4 little by little 8 give or take 

1 ‘The hustle and bustle of market day: 

2 'He's a United supporter through and through: 

3 'Heads or tails? 

4 'Hertwo dogs are like chalk and cheese: 


1 People started to enter the room in dribs and drabs. 

2 Jack's commitment to work waxed and waned throughout the year. 

3 Have a few days' rest and you'll be out and about in no time. 

4 l'vetold him time after time (also time and time again) not to leave his car unlocked. 
5 The work required a lot of blood, sweat and tears, but it was worth it. 

6 The whole team's been at sixes and sevens since Kay resigned. 

7 | keep dropping things today - I'm all fingers and thumbs. 

8 My mum and | are like chalk and cheese, but we get on well. 

Unit 11 

le 4b 

2 d 5.C 

3 a 

1 It takes two to tango. 4 Every cloud has a silver lining. 

2 It never rains but it pours. 5 Rome wasn't built in a day. 

3 All’s fair in love and war. 6 Where there's a will, there's a way. 


1 We had no tent, so we made a shelter out of branches and leaves to protect ourselves from the 
storm. It was a case of necessity is the mother of invention. 

2 I'm doing three jobs at the moment to pay for my studies. Still, they say that variety is the spice of 
life! 

3 | went to the gym every day for three months and felt so much fitter. It was very hard work but no 
pain, no gain. 

4 | decided that bungee jumping was too dangerous and didn't go with my friends - better to be 
safe than sorry. 

5 We've got ten laptops at half-price. But hurry - it's first come, first served. 

6 Three big bills at the same time? It never rains but it pours! 


1 When we got there, they had given away all the free tickets. It was a case of first come, first served. 

2 Take your time and don't be impatient. Rome wasn't built in a day! 

3 It's a shame you missed your flight, but at least we can spend more time together. They do say 
every cloud has a silver lining. 

4 All my problems seem to come at the same time. It's true what they say: it never rains but it 
pours! 

5 It’s going to be a lot of hard work, but nothing ventured, nothing gained. 

6 They are both in the wrong. It takes two to tango. 


Unit 12 

1 the fat lady 4 fish 7 ahorse 
2 enough 5 bliss 8 itwill out 
3 the bright side 6 after the event 


1 B: No,I promise. Mum's the word. 
2 B: That's not fair! Give me a break! It's only the third time this week. 
3 B: Hmm. I'll believe it when | see it. 
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12.3 


13.1 


13.2 


13.3 


Get your skates on! We need to leave in five minutes. 
Not at all. Good riddance! 

Take it easy! Don't panic! I'll help you if you like. 

Just give her a break. It's only her second day here. 
So far, so good. But it's early days yet. 

| don't know but I’m sure we'll find out. Truth will out. 


(00-1004 
opw 


Give me a break! 

There are plenty more fish in the sea. 

So far, so good. 

It's not over until the fat lady sings. 

Truth will out. 

Mum's the word. Note that mum in this expression has nothing to do with mothers. It comes from 
an old word meaning ‘silent’. 


aAnBRWN FE 


Over to you Possible answers: 
Any friend of yours is a friend of mine: | like you, so | am sure | will like any friend of yours too. 


Beauty is only skin deep: People who are good-looking do not always have good characters. 
Money is the root of all evil: The reason people do illegal and immoral things is often money. 


A: Would it be all right if | bring my friend Jack to your birthday party? 
B: Of course. Any friend of yours is a friend of mine. 


A: l'm amazed that someone so beautiful can say and do such terrible things. 
B: Well, beauty is only skin deep, remember. 


A: | just can't understand why anyone would want to set fire to their own house. 
B: Well, money is the root of all evil. Perhaps they were hoping to claim on the insurance. 


Unit 13 


1 We don'treceive many complaints, so we just deal with them on an ad hoc basis. 

2 They are now the de facto government and will remain in power until the election results are 

finalised. 

This sentence in your essay is a non sequitur - it's not logically connected to your previous point. 

4 | could go on ad infinitum about the advantages of moving to the countryside. 

5 Whenever a new person takes over as manager, they disturb the status quo, at least to some 
extent. 

6 His lawyer claims he wasn't fully compos mentis when he admitted he was guilty. 


w 


There were no opportunities for discussion. The reform was presented as a fait accompli. 

All players must be au fait with the rules of the game. 

| can't come out tonight because | have to work late. Oh well, c'est la vie. 

Of course I love being a movie star, but | must say that awards ceremonies are my béte noire. 
So Dan has been arguing with his boss again. Plus ca change! 

A lot of the parents are not very happy about the new headmaster's laissez-faire attitude to 
behaviour. 


oC.» 0 NN m| 


False. A laissez-faire approach is relaxed. 

False. A de facto leader is a leader who has not been officially recognised as such. 
True. 

False. It is important not to include non sequiturs in your writing. 

True. 

False. If you are compos mentis, you are in control of your actions. 

False. A fait accompli is a completed action that cannot be changed. 

True. 


co -410»)U01 4» Q0 N2 F2 
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14.1 
14.2 


14.3 


14.4 


15.1 


15.2 


15.3 


15.4 


Over to you Possible answers: 
cream of the cream - the créme de la créme 


The expression is used to describe the very best examples of people or things; the cream sits on top 
of the milk. 


it does not follow - non sequitur 


The expression is used to refer to a statement which does not follow on logically from what was 
previously said. 


a done deed - a fait accompli 
If a deed is done, then it cannot be changed. Note that we do also use the expression a done deed. 


Unit 14 

la 2b 3a 4a 5b 6a 7b 8a 9b 

1 deck 3 in 5 high 7 storm 

2 wind 4 taken 6 board 8 weathering 
Tc 3e 5b 

2 T 4a 6 d 

1 | try to give the city centre a wide berth on Saturdays if | possibly can. 
2 Jaime's mother was taken aback by his decision to leave school. 

3 Amy's plans to buy a new car went by the board when she lost her job. 
4 Their relationship has been on the rocks for some months. 

5 Asim runs a tight ship. 

6 The cost of home insurance has risen in the wake of last summer's floods. 
7 We were left high and dry when the babysitter didn't turn up. 

8 | know it's been hard for you, but I’m sure you'll weather the storm. 
Unit 15 

1 warpath 3 arms 5 fighting 

2 bombshell 4 shell 6 beat 

shoot down in flames a battle of wills 

baptism of fire run the gauntlet 

a flash in the pan hang / hold fire 

1 hang / hold fire 4 run the gauntlet 

2 baptism of fire 5 shot down in flames 

3 aflash in the pan 6 a battle of wills 


When Ali graduated, he decided he didn’t want to join the ranks of commuters struggling to work 
every day. He wanted to set up his own online gift-ordering business so that he could work from 
home. He knew it was a risk but felt he would have at least a fighting chance of success. Initially, 
he and a college friend planned to start the business together. Ali had the idea and Igor, his friend, 
had the money to invest in the company. But then just weeks before the launch, Igor dropped a 
bombshell: he said he no longer wanted to be part of Ali's plans. Despite Ali's attempts to persuade 
him to hang / hold fire on his decision, Igor said he was no longer prepared to take the risk and was 
going to beat a retreat before it was too late. However, two weeks later Igor stole a march on Ali by 
launching his own online gift-ordering company. Ali was shell-shocked by this betrayal, but he soon 
came out fighting. He took Igor's behaviour as a call to arms and has persuaded a bank to lend him 
the money he needs. Ali's introduction to the business world has certainly been a baptism of fire, 
but I’m sure he will be really successful on his own. 
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16.1 


16.2 


16.3 


16.4 


17.1 


17.2 


Over to you 
Here are some typical examples of sentences using these idioms. 


The last thing he needed at the moment was an outraged husband on the warpath. 


It took a while for the true magnitude of his achievement to dawn on the crowd, shell-shocked as 
they were by the defeat of their hero. 


On 1 November they told us that normal Christmas arrangements would apply - that we would 
work for most of the holiday period - then they dropped this bombshell on 22 November and said we 
would be off for two weeks. 


Freshers were obliged to run a gauntlet of computer software, insurance and Student Railcard 
salesmen and a host of banks seeking their overdrafts, before reaching the union societies' billeted in 
the sports hall. 


Unit 16 

1 go off the rails 3 doaU-turn 

2 run out of steam 

1 life in the slow lane 4 run out of steam 

2 donea complete U-turn 5 go/move/ step up a gear 
3 gone off the rails 6 at/behind the wheel 


AuoBRWN Ee 
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Over to you Possible answers: 
Drive someone round the bend means to annoy or irritate someone: Be quiet! You’re driving me round 
the bend! 


A back-seat driver is a passenger in a car who keeps giving advice to the driver that the driver has 
not asked for. It also means someone trying to control what happens, even though it is not their 
responsibility: Even though we have a new director, the old one still seems to be a back-seat driver in 
the company. 


Step on it means to drive faster or to hurry up (informal). We can also say ‘step on the gas’, meaning put 
your foot on the accelerator in a car to make it go faster: Step on it! We have to be there in five minutes! 


Put the brakes on means to slow down or stop an activity: The government has put the brakes on 
airport expansion because of climate change. 


Give / get the green light means give / get permission for someone to do something or for something 
to happen: The architects have been given the green light to build a new bridge over the River Handa. 


Unit 17 


Yes, she thinks she's the cat's whiskers. 

Yes, it's a dog's life! 

No, I haven't got a cat in hell's chance. 

Yes, he has a real dog-in-the-manger attitude. (Notice the use of hyphens when the idiom is used 
as an adjective.) 


40) oH 


1 the elephant in the room 4 to sort (out) the sheep from the goats 
2 awolf in sheep's clothing 5 shedding crocodile tears 
3 straight from the horse's mouth 6 until the cows come home 
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17.3 
17.4 


18.1 


18.2 
18.3 


18.4 


19.1 


19.2 


1 


a 


4 


horse 2 leopard 3 cows 4 parrot 5 sheep, lamb 


Don't cry wolf or no one will help when you really need it. 

The minister sheds crocodile tears about homelessness, but does nothing about it. 

| hate our neighbours’ dog-in-the-manger attitude - they don't want the parking space but they 
won't let us have it. 

We can discuss it until the cows come home, but | won't change my mind. 


Over to you Possible answers: 

A snake in the grass: someone who pretends to be your friend but is really an enemy. 
A big fish in a small pond: an important person in a not very important place. 

To smell a rat: to suspect something. 


Unit 18 


1 


e AmB C) h2 
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| wonder what is really behind the president’s decision. I’m sure there's more to it than meets 

the eye. 

Melissa is head and shoulders above her brother when it comes to maths. 

I’m sure we can think of a good present for Jim if we put our heads together. 

Kasia really loves getting her teeth into a new project. 

You mustn't bury your head in the sand - problems don't go away if you ignore them. 

It was one in the eye for Liliana's brother when she passed her driving test first time - it had taken 
him five attempts. 


respect 2 to speak 3 starting 4 respect 5 less nice 


(D € go ZO. 


g 


ld give my right arm to go to Japan with you! 
After some teething troubles, the business began to do well. 
| find it very hard to get my tongue round some Welsh place names. 


4 | don’t know why they're pointing the finger at me - I'm not guilty. 

5 lm not very good at maths, but my brother has a good head for figures. 

6 | hope I'm not treading on your toes, but could | suggest you try a different approach? 

7 Paulo's speech at the wedding made my toes curl! 

8 | don’t see how you can keep your finger on the pulse if you never watch TV or listen to the radio. 
Unit 19 

1 play / keep your cards close to your chest 4 the dice are loaded against (someone) 

2 hold all the cards 5 dicing with death 

3 Monopoly money 6 play your ace / play your trump card 

1 | felt | was dicing with death riding at high speed on the back of his motorbike. 

2 | played / kept my cards close to my chest and didn't mention that | was going to resign soon. 

3 He'sso rich. He spends money as if it were Monopoly money. 

4 The barrister played his ace / played his trump card and revealed the final piece of evidence. 

5 | wanted a job in politics, but felt the dice were loaded against me as | had no personal contacts 


in the political world. 
Masa is so much more qualified and experienced than | am. He holds all the cards if we both 
apply for the same job. 
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19.3 
19.4 


20.1 


20.2 


20.3 


20.4 


lblvana 2cJung 3dGina 4a Joseph 


- 


Jin's in a very powerful position; he holds all the cards. 

The teacher has moved the goalposts so many times that none of the students knows what the 
rules are any more. 

Liam is very direct with people; he never pulls any punches. 

What? The headteacher changed the holiday from a whole day to a half day! Poor kids! It's just not 
cricket, is it? 

The two presidential candidates have played hardball recently and have made quite personal 
attacks on each other. 

Advertising on TV is not the same as it was 20 years ago; it's a whole new ball game now. 
Everyone felt punch-drunk after six hours of political debate. 

At 10 pm on the night of the election, the president threw in the sponge / towel and admitted he 
had lost. 


Unit 20 

1 aTrojan horse 3 the sword of Damocles 

2 Achilles' heel 4 Pandora's box 

1 New financial regulations are hanging over the banking industry like the sword of Damocles. 


Oo —-4 O) Oi 4» CO h2 


Bankers are extremely worried. 

One famous type of computer virus works like a Trojan horse. It attacks your computer from 
inside the system. 

He's a good worker in many ways, but planning is his Achilles’ heel. He's so disorganised. 

She opened a Pandora's box when she started investigating corruption in the building industry. 


Julia's parting shot as she walked out of the room was to say that she never wanted to see any of 
us ever again. 

The police left no stone unturned in trying to trace the missing child. 

Piero fell on his sword and accepted full responsibility for the disaster. 

She really has the Midas touch - everything she does is hugely successful. 

It was a task of epic proportions, but everyone tried their hardest to succeed. 

We should continue to work hard and not rest on our laurels. 

If we are faced with a violent attack, we should just turn the other cheek and not react. 

Doing nothing at this stage would be like fiddling while Rome burns. 
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21.1 


21.2 
21.3 


21.4 


22.1 


22.2 


22.3 


22.4 


22.5 


Unit 21 
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The film is about two star-crossed lovers and their relationship. 

Max and his friends ate me out of house and home. 

Harry's driving made my hair stand on end, but we arrived safely. 

He set off on a wild-goose chase to find the buried treasure he'd read about. 
Masha prepared a delicious meal in the twinkling of an eye. 

The green-eyed monster is responsible for many crimes of passion. 

The reviewer didn't praise the play subtly - he laid it on with a trowel. 


true, smooth 2 end 3 house 4 eye 5 swoop 


make your hair stand on end 
a wild-goose chase 

lay it on with a trowel 

the green-eyed monster 


The bank robbers left the country after they had cleverly managed to send the police off on a wild- 
goose chase. 

The ghost story David told made my hair stand on end. 

Maya and Harry's relationship was destroyed by the green-eyed monster. 

Simply tell your daughter that you like her work. There's no need to lay it on with a trowel. 


Over to you 
pound of flesh: something owed but which it is unreasonable to demand, e.g. People accuse the 
taxman of always making sure he gets his pound of flesh. 


send someone packing: ask someone to leave at once, e.g. / can't face any visitors, so if anyone comes 
to the door, just send them packing. 


Unit 22 

1 Man Friday 3 Prince Charming 5 Aladdin 

2 Hyde 4 Big Brother 

1 Mysister's getting married next week. I’m so happy she's found her Prince Charming. 

2 The Internet service providers know exactly which websites we visit - Big Brother is watching us 
all the time. 

3 My life is totally chaotic. | need a Man Friday / Girl Friday to help me with everything. 

4 The old cupboard was an Aladdin’s cave of valuable objects. 

5 Roberto is a real Jekyll and Hyde character. You can never predict how he's going to behave. 

1 Don't worry, it's just a storm in a teacup. 

2 He wants to borrow a lot of money to go travelling, but paying it back could become an albatross 
around his neck. 

3 Why are you just getting a new fridge and cooker? Why not go the whole hog and get a new 
kitchen? 

4 He'salways got some new money-making plan or scheme, but most of the time they're just 
castles in the air. 

5 Imet him ten years ago and then saw him again last year. We seem to be like ships that pass in 
the night. 

1d 

2a 

3€ 

4 b 

1 castles in the air 3 ships that pass in the night 

2 storm in a teacup 4 ivory tower 
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23.1 


23.2 


23.3 


23.4 


24.1 


24.2 


24.3 
24.4 


l € 

2. f 

3 d 

4 a 

5b 

6e 

1 Alain was always eating sweet things, but after the dentist gave him several fillings, | think he's 
learnt his lesson. 

2 Florence seems to be burning the candle at both ends at the moment - going to parties every 
night and then getting up early to study. 

3 Dev started telling the IT manager how to set up a spreadsheet. Talk about teaching your 
grandmother to suck eggs! 

4 | keep forgetting that | can use online banking to pay my bills. You can't teach an old dog new 
tricks, | suppose. 

5 Frida has set her sights on becoming CEO, and after her latest promotion, she's well on the way. 

6 After his rude behaviour, Oli's mother decided to teach him a lesson and didn't let him play with 
his friends. 

1 Ralf 

2 Rajesh 

3 Imogen 

4 Hailey 

5 Tom 

6 Meredith 

1 No. If your work comes on in leaps and bounds, you are making progress. 

2 No. If something sticks in your mind, you remember it. 

3 Yes. 

4 Yes. 

5 No. If something goes in one ear and out the other, you forget it very quickly. 

6 No. If you work round the clock, you are working all the time, so you will be tired. 

Unit 24 

1 Clara 

2 Rob 

3 Matthew 

4 Julian 

1 | try my best to do my job well, but sometimes | feel as if I’m just a cog in the machine. 

2 | don’t want to throw a spanner in the works, but | think you should apply for official 
permission first. 

3 | worry sometimes that we're just reinventing the wheel in our research. 

4 lm afraid | couldn't print the document; our printer is on the blink. 

5 There was a power failure and everything went haywire. 

6 She should be able to write a simple text message. | mean, it's not rocket science, is it? 

7 | think we're light years away from finding a cure for this terrible disease. 

8 Why change the system? If it ain't broke, don't fix it! 

lb 2€ 3a 4c 
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My school was new. We had all kinds of cutting-edge technology. 

Suddenly, everything went haywire, and there was complete chaos. 

She felt she was just a cog in the machine and that no one ever noticed her. 
The city council set the wheels in motion for the construction of the new park. 
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25.1 


25.2 


25.3 


25.4 


26.1 


26.2 


26.3 


Unit 25 


MNAOBWNRF ANOAHRWN FE 


[om 


Ay O Soa) ^^ Sa & 


an armchair critic 

waiting in the wings 

have your name in lights 

do a hatchet job on something 
rolling in the aisles 

keep you on the edge of your seat 


Possible answers: 


co -10»01 4» CQ) N20 F5 


support / admire 3 stage in a theatre 5 Shy/Unconfident 
reassure / calm 4 Alot of / Lots of 


Richard is a leading light in the local tennis club. 

The teacher picked holes in my essay. 

Don't worry about your presentation. It'll be all right on the night. 

The dog stole the show. 

She spent years treading the boards before getting a part in a TV soap. 

The new manager is good at playing to the gallery. 

The book was very heavy going. 

| can't believe that the Sunday News critic described such a boring novel as a page-turner. 


Unit 26 
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Ana is the spitting image of her mother - she looks just like her. 

How could you harm your brother? He's your own flesh and blood. 

She was born in 1986. In 1983, she was just a twinkle in her father's eye. 

All her nearest and dearest gathered round her for a family photo on her 90th birthday. 
l'd hate the sort of family where everybody lives in each other's pockets. 

He's 42 and still living with his parents. Most people fly the nest a lot earlier. 

All of her sisters are really musical too. It must run in the family. 

Max is as generous as his dad. He's a chip off the old block. 


Chelsea 
Zenab 
Lidia 
Connor 
Ashley 
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26.4 


27.1 
27.2 


27.3 


27.4 


28.1 


28.2 
28.3 


29.1 


29.2 


29.3 


If he has the ear of the boss, we should let him represent us. 

Joanna was a tower (or pillar) of strength when | was going through a bad time. 
Amina has invited an old flame of hers to the party on Saturday. 

My friend Ali has stood by me through thick and thin. 

He was footloose and fancy-free until he was 25; then he got married. 

Raisa and | go back a long way. 


o0U014 €) hN FE 


Unit 27 


m 


up 2 parts 3 kids 4 strings 5 mine 


Concentrate on your homework and stop playing the fool! 

| hope Joe doesn't come to the party - he’s such a wet blanket. 

| suppose that everyone ultimately has to look out for number one. 

Kate volunteers for all the jobs that no one else will do - she's a real glutton for punishment. 
| always said she was a loose cannon, so I'm not surprised she's causing trouble. 

The newspapers are claiming that the prince is a love rat. 

Be extra kind and calm with Jarek - he's very highly strung. 

Everyone admires the young entrepreneur for his get-up and go. 


co -10)01 4» C0 N20 FA 
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a wet blanket 3 have (plenty of) strings to your bow 
a man of many parts 4 awhizz kid 


N 


I’m really scared about meeting them. I'm sure they'll eat me for breakfast. 

| don't want to be a wet blanket, but please can you turn the music down? It's too loud. 

Some say that to succeed in business, you need to look out for number one. 

There always seems to be a child in every class who plays the fool to make the other pupils laugh. 
Martina would be easier to live with if she weren't so highly strung. 

Some see him as a loose cannon, but this is unfair. 


o0.» 0 hN FE 


Unit 28 

1 counter 4 fiddle, wool, eyes 
2 liningtheir, pockets 5 taking, ride 

3 job 


yf 2e 3 c 4h 5g 6 d 7a 8i 9 b 


1 True. 3 True. 
2 False. They themselves run away, 4 False. They spend time in prison. 
usually from trouble. 


Unit 29 
1 atthe top of the ladder 3 asleeping / silent partner 
2 agolden handshake 4 afoot in the door 


1 She founded the company, but she’s not very active in it now. She’s just a sleeping / silent 
partner. 

2 He desperately wanted to work in the film industry, so he got a job carrying camera equipment to 
get a foot in the door. 

3 When he retired, the company gave him a golden handshake. 

It took him years to become chief executive, but he’s at the top of the ladder now. 


A 


No. If you have a good track record, you have a history of success, not failure. 
No. A cushy number is a very easy job. 

Yes. 

ves. 


40H HG 
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29.4 


30.1 


30.2 


30.3 


30.4 


31.1 


31.2 


31.3 


[o 


No. If you are doing a roaring trade, you are selling lots of goods. 

No. If a company goes belly up, it has failed and usually closes. 

No. If a company corners the market, they are very successful and do not have any serious 
competitors. 

Yes. 


1 Ournew online business is going great guns. 

2 Some airlines are in danger of going to the wall. 

3 That new farmers' market seems to be doing a roaring trade. 

4 Mr Olsen decided to shut up shop and retire to the coast. 

5 Another insurance company went bust last week. 

6 Sherealised she had hit a glass ceiling at work. 

Unit 30 

1 saddled with debt 3 bigfish in a small pond 

2 throw someone a lifeline 4 cloud on the horizon 

1 rein in spending (riders use reins to guide the horse and control its speed) 

2 soar sky-high and take a nosedive 

3 birds soar sky-high and a plane can take a nosedive 

4 receive a windfall (the image is that of a strong wind blowing fruit off the trees unexpectedly early) 
5 aballpark figure (the idiom comes from baseball) 

6 the bottom drops / falls out of the market (the image is of the bottom coming off a box, thus 


m 


spilling all its contents) 


The speaker said he was concerned about the way in which young people worship at the altar of 
instant gratification. 


2 Correct. 

3 Receiving a sizeable windfall from one of our investments allowed us to extend our premises. 
4 Changes in the company’s structure will take place across the board. 

5 Jackson was under no illusions about how long it would take his business to get established. 
6 Correct. 

7 It’s time we considered how we can take our business to the next level. 

8 The senior staff all fell into line with the new CEO's demands. 

1 f 

2g 

3a 

4h 

5b 

6 d 

C 

8 e 

Unit 31 

1 The speaker wants to know when Sandra will be free, e.g. to meet. 

2 The speaker is suggesting that they make contact with each other, or meet. 

3 Because it uses several words (‘at this moment in time’) where one (‘now’) would do equally well. 
4 Yes, it does. 

1 have a window 3 push the envelope 

2 the gloves are off 4 blue-sky thinking 

1 suck 3 box 5 dog 7 rock 

2 fact 4 off 6 up 8 envelope 
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31.4 


32.1 


32.2 


32.3 


32.4 


33.1 


Do you have any points that you would like to bring to the table today? 

We need to prove that our products are at the cutting edge if we are to stay competitive. 

They've been working 24/7 to complete the project. 

The fact of the matter is that our previous advertising campaign was not as successful as we had 
hoped. 

5 | have a window on Thursday afternoon if that suits you. 

6 They chose Mark for the job because he ticked all the boxes. 


AUNE 


Unit 32 


1 Working as a security guard is money for old rope, unless someone actually tries to break in. 
2 He went from rags to riches, but he was always afraid he’d end up poor again. 
3 Alot of students find it difficult to make ends meet and end up borrowing money from the bank 
or from their parents. 
When I was a student, | was always strapped for cash, so | had to get part-time jobs. 
He's completely immoral about financial matters. He would sell his own grandmother. 
He sued the newspaper for libel, won his case and took them to the cleaners. 
They set up a social networking website. It was an instant success, and now they're laughing all 
the way to the bank. 
8 Why do I work so hard and such long hours? Well, someone has to bring home the bacon! 
9 Jessie paid me for that job | did last week, so I’m quids in. We can have a nice meal out tonight! 
10 | bought a new guitar at the weekend. It was going for a song at only £80. 


NOOSA 


1 Inthe current financial crisis, people are finding it harder to make ends meet. 

2 I’m tired of living on a shoestring. | need to earn more money. 

3 You should buy that old house - it’s going for a song. 

4 Spending money on ready-made meals is just throwing money down the drain. 

5 Did you know he took his girlfriend to the Caribbean for a luxury holiday? He must be absolutely 
rolling in it. 

6 We had lunch in a cheap and cheerful restaurant. 

7 |know you love that dress, but it's so expensive. There's no point in paying over the odds for it - 
it's just not worth it. 

8 Why don't you buy her a bunch of flowers? It won't break the bank. 

9 Rachel is the main breadwinner in our family. 

10 | wish we had more money. | hate being so penny-pinching all the time. 


1 The prize is a no-expense-spared weekend in a London hotel or The prize is a weekend in a 
London hotel, no-expense-spared. 

Ivana is always going shopping. She must have money to burn. 

Kim has never had much money. She has always had to scrimp and save. 

If you like children, babysitting is money for old rope. 

Everyone has to go to work in order to bring home the bacon. 

You sold the car for £200 more than you paid for it, so you're quids in. 

(When it comes to making money), Rosie would sell her own grandmother. 

| don't make much money, so | find it almost impossible to make ends meet. 
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Answers from the author who wrote this unit 
1 avery expensive violin 

2 electronic gadgets 

3 Yes, a meal in a London restaurant 

4 Yes, a second-hand bicycle 


Unit 33 
self-made man grass roots 
second-class citizen silent majority 


chattering classes 
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Politicians often lose touch with the grass roots and become isolated from the public. 

It's time the silent majority was heard, instead of the more vocal and aggressive minority. 

My father was a self-made man. He came from a poor background and worked his way up until he 
became quite rich. 

I’m sick of listening to the opinions of the chattering classes. What about the opinions of ordinary 
people? 

If you are poor, you may sometimes think you are a second-class citizen in terms of access to 
university. 


Possible answers: 


1 
2 
3 
4 


Il 
2 


Probably a bit nervous and apprehensive. 

Big cars which use an excessive amount of fuel and damage the environment. 
Celebrities, politicians, sports people, etc. 

Elderly people. 


False. They have very little influence or power in society. 
False. The gravy train refers to ways of making money quickly, easily and often dishonestly, usually 
through your position in society. 


3 False. It means educated people who enjoy discussing social, political and cultural issues. 
4 True. 

5 False. They win by a very large number of votes or a very large majority. 

1 eye 3 block 5 Big 

2 gravy 4 grey, strings 6 enemy 

1 Although Ollie receives all the media attention, his mother is the power behind the throne. 
2 Inthe election, the Green candidate won by a landslide. 

3 Everyone suspects that the elections were rigged. 

4 Markis a self-made man. 

5 Journalists need to establish good contacts with the movers and shakers. 

Unit 34 
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When Sam first went travelling, he missed his creature comforts, like hot water and a soft bed. 
However, he loved being able to go out on the town at night with new friends in different countries. 


He 


had such an exciting time that he was usually too busy to eat a square meal, and so he just ate on 


the hoof from street markets. Sam is now back at work but is planning his next trip. 
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It’s really busy! | don't know whether I’m coming or going! 

Well, | was at first, but now I’m fed up. They've outstayed their welcome. 
Yes, let's go out on the town together. 

It's OK. It's on the house. 

| was hoping to, but I’m afraid I’m going to have to give it a miss. 

Sorry. I’m too busy at work. I'll just have to have a sandwich on the hoof. 
Not really, we just pass the time of day sometimes. 

He's just trying to take each day as it comes. 

Oh, nothing in particular. I’m just having a bad hair day. 

Yes, he eats like a horse! 
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Unit 35 
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The company's new line of sportswear has been incredibly popular, and they've made a lot of 
money. They really hit the jackpot this time. 

The end-of-term party really went with a swing. Everyone enjoyed themselves. 

That apple pie you made went down a treat with our dinner guests. 

We were freezing, so she gave us some hot chocolate to drink - it really hit the spot. 

Everyone was in a happy mood and entered into the spirit of the fancy-dress ball. 

His lecture hit exactly the right note. Everyone enjoyed it and said it was very informative too. 


stars in her eyes 3 music to my ears 
full of the joys of spring 4 beonahigh 


After winning the race, | was on a high for the rest of the day. 

The decision to cancel the rugby match was music to my ears. | hadn't been looking forward to it 
at all. 

Meeting the president was a dream come true. 

Shona was full of the joys of spring this morning. Something good must have happened. 

George has got stars in his eyes - he's joined a rock band and given up his job. 


Sam Bagg's new album blew my mind. 

My sister is such a happy-go-lucky person. / My sister is so happy-go-lucky. 

Iris is full of the joys of spring today! 

He's as happy as Larry in his new job. 

This new series of adventure novels strikes (exactly) the right note for a teenage audience. 


The music festival went with a swing, and a lot of money was raised for charity. 

The song we wrote for the end-of-course party went down a treat with all the teachers. 

My cousin's got stars in her eyes ever since her music teacher told her she could be famous 
one day. 

Edward is such a happy-go-lucky person; he never worries about anything. 


Over to you Possible answers: 
You can play football to your heart's content when the exams are over, but now you must study! 
[do something pleasant for as long as you want to] 


It’s not a luxury hotel; it’s cheap and cheerful. [cheap, but pleasant and attractive] 
| was over the moon when I heard the news! [very happy indeed] 


Unit 36 


Dad almost burst a blood vessel when | told him l'd driven into his car. 
Lucy felt all hot and bothered after having to push her way onto the train. 
Dave saw red when he heard the boy speak so rudely to Maddie. 

You're in a bad temper today. What's rattled your cage? 

What Lily said to her mother really made my blood boil. 

It really gets my goat when you say such stupid things! 


I’m a bundle of nerves. 

| feel down in the dumps today. 

| have a sinking feeling about this exam. 

I’m running out of patience with that incompetent company. 
The argument | had with my best friend has knocked me for six. 
Wild horses couldn’t make me apologise to Nick. 


e 3g 5h 7T d 
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Selfish behaviour makes my blood boil. 

The film's sad ending reduced Jess to tears. 

Cruelty to animals makes me see red. 

I am running out of patience with James. 

My brother's laziness gets my goat. 

I (could have) kicked myself for missing the train. 

What's rattled Paul's cage? 

I shouldn't let him make me so hot and bothered. 

Long walks in the countryside are not my bag. 

Your father will burst a blood vessel if you say you're dropping out of university. 


Possible answers: 
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That TV programme about child poverty reduced me to tears. 

| wouldn't give that politician's opinions house room. 

Amos's arrogance gets my goat. 

| was a bundle of nerves when | was waiting for my exam results. 
| could have kicked myself when | let your secret slip. 

Watching cricket is not my bag. 

Wild horses couldn't make me sing in public. 

My friend's accident knocked me for six. 


Unit 37 
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ball 3 pig's 5 plot 
light 4 nightmare 


pull the rug from under (my feet) 
can't see the wood for the trees 
a slap in the face 

sweep it under the carpet 
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| agree. We're in over our heads. 

| know, it's really put her nose out of joint. 

Yes, there's no point trying to sweep it under the carpet. 
You're right, | think he's lost / losing his touch. 

Good idea. At the moment we can't see the wood for the trees. 
Me too. | feel like I’m losing the plot! 

You're right. You can't take your eye off the ball. 

Yes, he's in a tight corner / spot. 


Unit 38 
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water under the bridge 

bone of contention 

let sleeping dogs lie 

to hold out an olive branch 

to put your foot down 

to put the cat amongst the pigeons 
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1 My mum was pretty easy-going about mess, but | remember she put her foot down and said no 
when we wanted to fill the bath with mud! 

2 We'dalready agreed the schedule when the board asked us to bring the dates forward and that 
put the cat amongst the pigeons. 

3 We hada lot of disagreements when we were at school together, but I'm hoping that’s all water 
under the bridge. 

4 The packaging for the new shower gel is a real bone of contention between the marketing 
department and the production team. They both want completely different designs. 

5 He was really difficult to work with for the first few weeks, but then he offered to get me a coffee 
the other day, which I think was his way of holding out an olive branch. 

6 I’ve had a lot of arguments with my father about what he said to me. He's not going to apologise, 
so I'm just going to let sleeping dogs lie. 

lc 2a 3 b 4a 5 b 6 a 

1 Sylvia is very difficult to work with. She always argues the toss. 

2 Although the negotiations were difficult, we managed to find some common ground in terms of 
product development. 

3 When I told my dad | was thinking of dropping out of university, he put his foot down. 

4 Agroup of ministers refused to toe/tow the line and voted against the latest tax bill. 

5 Somebody should really put Rashid in his place. He can't keep telling everyone what to do. 

6 After our disagreement, | wanted to let bygones be bygones, but Emma still seemed very angry 
with me. 

Unit 39 

1 False. The mayor is going through a difficult period. 

2 True. 

3 False. It was made at the last minute. 

4 True. 

5 True. 

6 False. ‘Marathon’ means that they were long. 

1 in 3 under, of 5 out 

2 in 4 into 

1 The forest fires resulted in some entire villages being engulfed in flames. 

2 Therobbers got into the house under cover of darkness. 

3 It will not be easy for the two sides to hammer out an agreement. 

4 The reasons for the bank manager's disappearance are still shrouded in mystery. 

5 The power cuts plunged the whole area into chaos. 

1 big 4 uneasy 7 last-ditch 

2 mounting 5 for 8 war-torn 

3 bloody 6 blood 

Possible answers: 

1 something totally covered by fire or water 

2 something going down very fast, often into water 

3 something totally covered - a shroud is the cloth that traditionally covers a dead body 

4 a battle (The last ditch is the last part of an army's defences, i.e. the last point at which it can 
avoid defeat.) 

5 something being saved in the last few moments before disaster strikes (at 12 o'clock) 

6 acountry divided into pieces by war. 


They are all dramatic images, which is why journalists like them. 
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1 world of, between 4 wildest dreams 
2 ofitstime 5 packs, punch 

3 hands down 6 the mark 

1 Yes, there was a world of difference between them. 

2 Yes, it did us the world of good. 

3 Yes, he certainly lives life to the full. 

4 Yes, it certainly packs a punch. 

5 Yes, it must be hard to stand out from the crowd these days. 

6 Yes, it's taken years off her. | think | might have one done myself! 
1 b)in chess, the players make moves 

2 a)you use a watch to tell the time 

3 c) washing powder makes clothes clean 

1b 

2c 

3 d 

4e 

5a 

Unit 41 

1 least 3 foremost 5 on 
2 on 4 by 6 analysis 
Possible answers: 


1 Onno account should we forget the history behind this conflict. 

2 Inthe final analysis, doctors must trust their own judgement. 

3 Ican see both arguments, but on balance | am in favour of extending the school-leaving age. 

4 First and foremost, we must give a definition of family law before we can apply it to the case in 
question. 

Last but not least, let us consider the role of the media in this debate. 

6 By and large, the writer uses traditional poetic style. 


on 


Liberal right-wing policies sound like a contradiction in terms. 

In the main, | approve of the government's approach. 

The reform opens the door to an eventual solution of the problem. 

Once the papers are signed, this legal process is set in motion. 

As a matter of course, large companies outperform smaller companies. This is only to be expected. 
People who fail at school often succeed in later life. Einstein is a case in point. 

The research points the way to a future cure for the disease. 

Saying that boys achieve less at school does not give the whole picture. 

Advocating equal opportunity for all begs the question of how this can be achieved. 

On the one hand, international law exists to protect people from the power of states. On the 
other hand, it can also restrict states from exercising their power to protect the interests of their 
own people. 
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1 The new building stands out like a sore thumb. 

2 An interesting painting caught my eye. 

3 It's hard to keep up with government policy, as it seems to chop and change all the time. 
4 Business success often goes hand in hand with good working conditions. 
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Unit 42 


1 putyour shoulder to the wheel 3 turn over a new leaf 
2 reach for the stars 4 put your money where your mouth is 


1 The club needs money desperately. Charlie says he wants to help, so he should put his money 
where his mouth is. 

| know you don’t want to tell her the bad news, but you have to bite the bullet. 

Come on, work harder! You have to put your shoulder to the wheel! 

The teacher told his students to be ambitious and to reach for the stars. 

You need to stop lying and be honest. It’s time to turn over a new leaf. 


UAWN 


1 twice 3 trim 5 out 
2 the apple cart 4 tempt 6 the changes 


Possible answers: 

1 | think you've bitten off more than you can chew. / Don't bite off more than you can chew. 

2 | don’t think it's a good idea to stick your neck out. / You shouldn't stick your neck out like that. 
3 I'm sorry, | can't help. | think you'll just have to tough it out. 

4 Ithink you're (skating) on thin ice, criticising her so strongly. 


Over to you Look up these idioms in a good dictionary or at Cambridge Dictionaries Online if you do 
not know their meanings. 

Examples of idioms with shoulder: 

a shoulder to cry on 

have a chip on your shoulder 

shoulder to shoulder 

give someone the cold shoulder 


Examples of idioms with neck: 
breathe down someone's neck 

be a pain in the neck 

be up to your neck in something 
have the brass neck to do something 


Unit 43 

1 go 4 split 7 stake 
2 drop 5 put 8 clanger 
3 chair 6 between 


1 from the word go; at first glance 

2 nearly fell off my chair; a bolt from the blue; a real turn-up for the books 
3 for good measure; into the bargain; to say nothing of 

4 when all’s said and done 

5 alotat stake; more by luck than judgement 


mn 


There's a lot to be said for working in an open-plan office. 

For a split second, | believed Tom when he said he was moving to Australia; then | realised he was 
joking. 

At first glance, the project seemed quite simple. 

He passed his driving test first time, but I'd say it was more by luck than judgement. 

Between you and me, | think Abbie and Mike may be going out together. 

Their decision to marry was a real bolt from the blue. 

It was, to say the least / to put it mildly, a risky thing to do. 

Both the brothers are very clever, to say nothing of their brilliant sister. 


N 
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The party was fantastic - delicious food, a great band and all my favourite people there for good 
measure. 

She's pretty, clever and nice into the bargain. 

When all's said and done, | think you made the right decision. 

No one thought the film would be a success, so it was a real turn-up for the books when it won 
three Oscars. 


5 |feel very nervous about this exam; there is a lot at stake. 
6 | didn’t understand what he meant at first, but then the penny dropped. 
7 We got on really well from the word go. 

8 | think you were rather rude to her, to put it mildly. 

Unit 44 

1 Well, that's all we need! 

2 Huh!Fat chance! 

3 Felix? Ha-ha! Give me a break! 

4 You may well ask! 

5 Good riddance (to bad rubbish)! | could never stand her. 
6 Well, same difference. 

7 You're right. There's no time like the present. 

8 Nice work if you can get it. 


Mon 


Nr A w 


False. It means you don’t understand what they mean or who / what they are referring to. 
False. It is something you say to someone who has a boring life or does boring things; it means 
they should do more exciting things. 

True. 

False. It means you would love to have the same job if it were possible. 


They may be enjoying themselves now, but in the long run it will all end in tears. 
It says here in the paper that children prefer playing computer games alone to playing with their 
friends. What is the world coming to! 


3 | think Tara is unreliable and a liar. | wouldn't trust her as far as I could throw her. 
4 So Annika has been lying about how much money she makes? | thought as much. 
5 Thenew manager may make a difference to the company, or he may fail. Only time will tell. 
6 We should act now and not delay. There's no time like the present. 

le 
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Unit 45 

1 You took the words right out of my mouth. 

2 Yes,that's about the size of it! 

3 Tell me about it! 

4 | think most of us are of the same mind about that. 

5 Well, in the end | thought, ‘If you can't beat 'em, join em. 

1 waters 4 hairs 7 differ 

2 tree 5 mouth 8 minds 

3 hymn sheet 6 discord 

1 wrong 3 torn 5 odds 

2 lone 4 like 6 message 
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There's a world of difference between being poor and not having as much money as you'd like. 
| am at odds with everyone else in my family about where we should go on holiday. 
Please do all you can to pour oil on troubled waters. | hate it when people argue. 


4 The politician was sacked for not being on message. 

Possible answers: 

1 | beg to differ. 4 You’re not wrong. 

2 l'min two minds about that. 5 Tell me about it. 

3 I’mtorn over that. 

Unit 46 

le 

2 d 

3f 

4c 

5 a 

6 b 

1 a paper tiger 3 win your spurs 

2 built on sand 4 onaroll 

1 The chef’s new recipes went down a storm with the clientele. 

2 My ideas for restructuring the company went down like a lead balloon. 

3 The new prime minister is riding high at the moment. 

4 I'm quite worried about starting my new job. I'm afraid | won't be able to cut the mustard. 
5 lve been studying hard all year, so | hope | will be ahead of the game when it comes to taking my 


exams. 


6 Poor Carl has been hit by a double whammy - losing his job and having a flood in his house. 
1 lead 3 storm 5 on 

2 trumps 4 recipe 

Unit 47 
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My old auntie Lily is fighting fit, even though she had an operation two months ago. 

She’s filthy rich: she owns a private jet and a massive yacht. 

A man jumped into the fountain stark naked and was arrested by the police. 

The new government had a squeaky-clean image until the recent scandal broke. 

Erica has a razor-sharp mind and is the most intelligent person | know. 

My feet and hands were stone cold, so | sat in front of the fire, had a bowl of piping hot soup and 
soon felt better. 

| overcooked the meat, and it was bone dry. 

We can’t put the tent up here. The ground’s rock hard. 


Things have hit rock bottom between my parents and their neighbours; they don’t speak to each 
other any more. 

| couldn't sleep on that mattress - it was rock hard. 

This vase is bone dry and the poor old flowers are dying! 

It is crystal clear to me that she is trying to deceive us all. 

They've spent a small fortune on furniture for their new house. 

Police report that more crimes are taking place in broad daylight. 
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filthy rich 

full stop 

a) a mere pittance b) a small fortune 
in broad daylight 


Unit 48 
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play cat and mouse 
play gooseberry 
play second fiddle 


We want the directors to agree to our proposals, so we need to discuss our game plan. 
OK, kids - the game's up. | know where you've been hiding my glasses! 


Martha has decided to apply to be the shop manager. She's been an assistant manager for five 


years and is tired of playing second fiddle. 
When you're looking for a new flat, location is the name of the game. 


| went to the cinema with Elena and her new boyfriend, but it was horrible playing gooseberry. 


| think that doctors sometimes go too far in their attempts to play God. 
We're still not ready to decide, so we need to play for time and not sign the contract yet. 


| know, | know. Just play the game for now. There's nothing we can do about it. 
Maybe he's just playing it cool. 

Yes, he's promised not to play dirty. 

No, much better to play it safe. 

Yes, it's definitely time we raised our game. 


I’m fed up with him playing me for a fool. 

When people ask how the interview went, just play it cool. 

I think he behaves dishonestly because he enjoys playing games with people. 
Some businesses play dirty just to make more money. 


Unit 49 
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baked 3 eye 5 measures 
meet 4 mind 6 know 


Amy was doing a crossword and listening to the radio with half an ear. 

Given half a chance, I'd leave my job and stay at home with the children. 

We had a really good plan, but Sophie pointed out all the things that were wrong with it. 
| find her just too clever by half. 

Writers say that coming up with a good idea for a novel is half the battle. 


I’ve a good mind to write a letter of complaint to your manager. Or I’ve half a mind to write ... 


I’m a perfectionist. | have no time for half-measures. 
| know it's hard to compromise but you should try to meet him halfway. 
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He's too clever by half in my opinion! 

Not half! 

Given half a chance, I'd leave tomorrow, lottery or no lottery! 
It isn't half hot in here! 

Yes, it was a meal and a half, wasn't it? 

No, he doesn't know the half of it. 

Yes, lm sure that’s half the battle. 


It isn't half noisy here - shall we go somewhere quieter? 

Having a clear structure and plan for your essay is half the battle. 

It'll be to management's advantage to meet the union halfway. 

There was a lot of bad behaviour on the school trip, but the teachers didn't know the half of it. 
Well, that was certainly a walk and a half! 


Unit 50 


Lois told our boss that | left work early yesterday, so | told the boss that she's looking for a new 
job. Two can play at that game. 

The director and department head are both very arrogant. They're two of a kind. 

You hate meetings and | hate meetings, so that makes two of us. 

When a couple breaks up, it is hardly ever the fault of just one person. It takes two to tango. 

Lily, can you help me with this? Two heads are better than one. 

I’m not going to the restaurant with Matt and Emily. | can see they want to be alone. Two's 
company, three's a crowd. 


Adam 
Tony 
Amy 
Lotta 


two sides of the same coin 3 ittakes two to tango 
like two peas in a pod 4 two heads are better than one / that makes 
two of us 


Richard knows a thing or two about finance. 

Losing the race brought him down a peg or two. 

A lot of kids nowadays put / stick two fingers up at the police and do what they want. 

Political power cuts two / both ways: it enables people to change things, but it tempts them to 
become corrupt too. 


5 Einstein saw time and space as two sides of the same coin. 

6 Satnav systems in cars are two a penny these days. 

Unit 51 

1 clear 4 for 7 told 

2 smiles 5 hours 8 over 

3 go 6 good 

1 The office never stops. It's all systems go from 8 am to 6 pm. 

2 There were 18 of us for dinner, all told. 

3 Don't be in such a hurry to pass your driving test. All in good time! 

4 My sister isn't interested in what I’m doing. | could be homeless for all she cares. 
5 Stefan went out to celebrate getting the all-clear from his doctor. 

6 Some parents allow their children to come home at all hours of the day and night. 
7 My brother's really forgetful, so I’m not surprised he forgot your birthday. That's him 


all over! 
My dad was really grumpy this morning, but he's all smiles now. 
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1 all-singing, all-dancing 4 allthings to all people 
2 tocapit all 5 an all-time low 
3 inall but name 6 alltold 


I’m training to be a vet, and I’ve got ten exams, all told, to prepare for. It means I’ve been studying at 
all hours of the day and night. I’m exhausted, and to cap it all I’ve got three exams on the same day 
this week! | just want to relax and go on holiday, but all in good time - I'll be finished next month. 

| told my friend | was feeling stressed, but he just laughed - that's him all over; he never takes 
anything seriously, and even when he's worried or anxious he's all smiles. 


Unit 52 

1 There's no such thing as a free lunch! 

2 |won'ttake no for an answer! 

3 Notime like the present! 

4 Nostrings attached - | promise! 

5 Goatonce - no ifs and buts! 

6 No news is good news! 

1 It was difficult. 4 It would be difficult. 

2 No, she isn't. 5 He was very direct. 

3 No, he's not young any more. 6 It's difficult. 

1 There's no such thing as a free lunch. 

2 Sheloves going shopping and spending like there was no tomorrow. 

3 We were told in no uncertain terms that we must always be punctual for work. 
4 Hesaid he would lend me €2,000 with no strings attached. 

5 He’s avery good squash player, even though he's no spring chicken. 

6 The new housing development caused no end of problems. 

1 Thetown was full of people partying like there's no tomorrow on New Year's Eve. 
2 No prizes for guessing who won the cookery competition. 

3 The journey was very easy, and we got to our destination in next to no time. 

4 There are no end of places to eat in our town. 

5 The police have declared the zone a no-go area. 

6 It would help your grandma no end if you cut the grass for her. 

Unit 53 

1 handitto 4 hands down 

2 upperhand 5 outofthe palm 

3 ona plate 6 old hand 

1 By publishing their tax plans a year before the election, the opposition have shown their hand 


too early. 

2 Mr Mills has played right into the hands of his critics by admitting that he made errors in the past. 

3 You can count on the fingers of one hand the number of times this government has done anything 
to help the poor. 

4 In court, the accused said he had never laid a hand on anyone and denied the charges. 

5 The minister claimed that her hands were tied by European regulations, and that she could not 
act to change the situation. 

6 The minister of education rejected out of hand the claim that small schools would be closed. 
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53.3 


53.4 


54.1 


54.2 


54.3 


54.4 


Oo0U14» 0 hh FE 
O 7^0 TO QA 


Possible answers: 

Professor Ward has given a wonderful lecture. Please give her a big hand. 

| know I have one somewhere, but | can't lay my hands on it at the moment. 
| think we should all act and do something, not just sit on our hands. 

I’m ready to hand over the reins to someone else. 

Hand on heart, have you never told a lie? 


AUNE 


Unit 54 


1 b) a heart of gold 

2 b) No. Itis often used ironically. 

3 b)sobbing 

4 a) your general well-being. In some contexts, it might also be used with reference to someone's 
financial interests. 

5 a)suffering 

6 b)unpleasant 


I’ve been offered a job that all my friends and family think | should take. The problem is that in my 
heart of hearts, | really don't want it. It's always been my heart's desire to leave this city and work 
abroad, but | don't have the heart to tell my family this, as | know they'll be upset. | know you will tell 
me to take heart and be strong, but I really don't want to hurt them. After all, | know they have my 
best interests at heart. What should | do? 


1 Don'texpect so much of him - he's only four! Have a heart! 

2 You'll only get hurt if you wear your heart on your sleeve. 

3 His heart was in his boots as he thought about the difficult week ahead. 

4 You know your parents have your best interests at heart. 

5 He showed her round the city, but she could tell that his heart was not in it. 
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55.1 


55.2 


55.3 


55.4 


56.1 


56.2 


56.3 


56.4 


Unit 55 


Mon 


o -10)0€1 4» Q0 N2 FE 


1 


1 
2 


d 3e Syf 7a 
h 4g 6 b 8c 
We were within an inch of our lives when the lightning struck the tree beside us. 
| don't like cycling to work. | feel like I’m risking life and limb in all that traffic. 
The operation has given my grandmother a new lease of life. 

Taking your final exams won't be easy, but I’m sure you'll live to tell the tale. 
Clare got the shock of her life when she saw the police officer at her door. 

Some people find living out of a suitcase away from home very stressful. 

The company chairman is living on borrowed time after the latest fall in profits. 


Lewis is really shy and isn’t usually the life and soul of the party. 


You'll be living a lie if you don’t tell him you were once in prison. 
In this life, we have to live and let live. 

Not many people have lived such a charmed life as Ed has. 

We had the time of our lives in California last year. 

Travelling is the best way to see life. 


The sudden scream scared the life out of me. 

Jess thinks she'll have a career as a model, but she's living in a dream world in my opinion. 
The naughty child made his teacher's life a misery. 

The full service has given our old car a new lease of life. 


1 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 The explorers faced many challenges in the Arctic but lived to tell the tale. 
7 
8 
9 
0 


on 3 of 5 of 
within 4 out 6 for 


Unit 56 


AUNE 


OoN ONNA 0) N) FE 


There is a lot of dead wood in my office. They should sack some people. 

Putting Joshua in charge was the kiss of death to the project. 

His idea of building a plane and flying round the world is as dead as a dodo. 

The old family quarrel is now dead and buried, and they live in harmony. 

The planning committee's decision was a death blow to the proposal to build the new airport. 
(You can also say dealt a death blow to.) 


a dead duck 
kiss of death 
in the dead of night 


A 


dead to the world 
dead in the water 
at death's door 


Oo) Ui 


dead in the water 
a dead duck 
at death's door 


in the dead of night 
kiss of death 
dead to the world 


anf 


You should only call an ambulance if it is a matter of life and death (or a matter of life or death). 
The thieves stole the painting in the dead of night. 

I am sick to death of people complaining all the time. It’s not my fault! 

That old car is so dangerous. It’s a death trap. 

Having to sit next to my boring uncle at the restaurant was a fate worse than death. 

Many people suffered a living death in prison camps during the civil war. 

The council are planning to demolish my house to build a motorway. Over my dead body! 

There is too much dead wood on the school committee. They never do anything useful. 
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57.1 


57.2 


57.3 


57.4 


58.1 


58.2 


58.3 


58.4 


Unit 57 


aAnBRWN FE 


aAunRWN Ee 


V 


co -410 01.» CQ) hN2 ES 


Nobody in their right mind would lend him money again. He never pays it back. 
Correct. 

He's always talking about cars. l've never met anyone with such a one-track mind. 
Correct. 

What can we do to take Marco's mind off his problems? 

Now, l'd like you all to cast your mind back to your very first day at school. 


Bye. Mind how you go! 

Mind your own business! 

I’m bored out of my mind. 

You must be out of your mind! 

No, it's been (preying) on my mind all day. 

Please cast your mind back and tell us exactly what happened on the night in question. 


He needs to mind his back. 3 Come on - mind over matter! 
| can read her mind. 4 Thatsinger blows my mind! 


Mind your step on the ice - it's very slippery. 

The actor's performance blew my mind! 

It goes without saying that you should always mind your Ps and Qs at an interview. 
People who drink and drive must be out of their mind. 

My twin brother can read my mind. 

I’m always bored out of my mind in physics lessons! 

Their argument preyed on Freya's mind for a long time. 

You'll find it quite easy to learn the guitar if you put your mind to it. 


Unit 58 


AUNE oU» 0hMNmn| 


| hate it when people try to give you the hard sell over the phone. 

Her grandfather's illness has really hit her very hard. 

I’m so glad we're friends again. No hard feelings, OK? 

Walking home in the heavy snow was really hard going. 

| find his constant criticism of me very hard to swallow. 

Learning how to skate turned out to be much harder than Nina had bargained for. 


True. 

False. She will find it difficult to meet her deadline. 
True. 

False. It is not an enjoyable way to learn this lesson. 


fall 4 drive 7 make 
nut 5 fast 8 done 
swallow 6 way 


The truth is unpleasant, and I’m worried you'll find it hard to swallow. 

Although Jack's grandfather used to be rich, he fell on hard times and the family lived in poverty. 

There are no hard-and-fast rules as to how you should behave in circumstances like these. 

I'm sure Lydia will feel hard done by when she discovers that her uncle has bought her twin sister 
a new sports car. 

Children eventually learn the hard way that life is not always fair. 

| have no idea how we're going to solve this problem. It's going to be a hard nut to crack, I'm sure. 
Ruby always complains and seems to make hard work of any little problem. 

You want me to reduce the price by £200? You certainly drive a hard bargain. 
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59.1 


59.2 


59.3 


59.4 


60.1 


60.2 


60.3 


Over to you 

Some other idioms that you might find are: 

be caught between a rock and a hard place: Whatever | decide to do there will be problems. /'m 
caught between a rock and a hard place. 

be a hard act to follow: Colin was such a good manager that he is going to be a hard act to follow. | 
wouldn't want to take on his job when he leaves. 

be too much like hard work: I certainly don’t want to help my dad plant some rose bushes. It sounds 
too much like hard work to me. 


Unit 59 
1 through, floor 3 apartatthe 
2 deafears 4 the wrong hands 


1 Itseems that the prime minister's special adviser, Lily Sparks, has fallen from grace, and she is 
expected to resign soon. 

2 Everyone had to fall into line and work longer hours for the same pay. 

3 The deal fell foul of the export regulations and had to be cancelled at the last minute. 

4 The report falls short of an outright condemnation of the government's actions, but it does 
contain strong criticism. 


| didn't realise she was deceiving me, and | fell for it hook, line and sinker. 
It looks as if the whole system is falling apart at the seams. 

| didn't really have to do anything to get the job. It just fell into my lap. 
Sara may not like the new rules, but she'll just have to fall into line. 


A0) N HG 


1 If you fall for a thing (e.g. a trick or a lie) hook, line and sinker, you believe it completely. If you fall 
for a person hook, line and sinker, you fall madly in love with them. 

2 Pride comes before a fall. 

3 False. If someone falls over themselves to do something, it means they are very keen and eager to 
do it. 

4 The bigger they are / come, the harder they fall. 


Unit 60 


| like Tina. She's her own person. In fact, she's very much a woman after my own heart. But I’m not 
keen on her boyfriend, Karl. He's always blowing his own trumpet, and when they come to my flat, 
he behaves as if he owns the place. | think it's time they went their own ways. In fact, | really think 

she'd come into her own if they did. 


| must think of a way of getting my own back on Matt for playing that trick on me. 

He told the police who had really planned the burglary, in order to save his own skin. 
Tim was smaller than the other judo players, but he held his own. 

You're digging your own grave by putting your boss in such a difficult position. 

If women want to succeed in politics, they have to play men at their own game. 


AUNE 
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Phonemic symbols 


Vowel sounds 
Symbol Examples 
/ix/ sleep 
fil happy 
Ii pin 
lul foot 
/ux/ do 
/e/ red 
lol arrive 
[31/ turn 
[oi sort 
[ael cat 
/al sun 
/p/ got 
/a:/ part 
ley name 
fai my 
lov boy 
/ea/ pair 
Iro/ hear 
/9u/ go 
/av/ out 
/u9/ pure 


me 


recipe 


dinner 
could 
shoe 
head 
father 
bird 
thought 
black 
enough 
watch 
heart 
late 
idea 
noise 
where 
beer 
home 
cow 
poor 
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pull 
through 
said 
colour 
work 
walk 


wonder 
sock 
laugh 
aim 


time 


bear 


show 


Consonant sounds 
Symbol Examples 
/p/ put 

/b/ book 

/t/ take 

/d/ dog 

/k/ car 

/g/ go 

/tf/ catch 
/d3/ age 

/f/ for 

Iul love 

/0/ thick 

/d/ this 

/s/ since 

Izl Zoo 

/f/ shop 

/3/ pleasure 
/h/ hear 
/m/ make 
/n/ name 
/y/ bring 

V look 

Irl road 

/j/ young 
Iwl wear 


kick 
guarantee 


church 
lounge 


cough 


vehicle 
path 
mother 
rice 
houses 
sugar 
usual 
hotel 


now 


while 


machine 
vision 


Index 


The numbers in the Index are Unit numbers not page numbers. 


be taken aback 14 

out and about 10 

Tell me about it! 45 

That's about the size of it! 45 

be head and shoulders above sb 18 
be a chapter of accidents 37 

a fait accompli 13 

play your ace / trump card 19 
Achilles heel 20 

across the board 30 

get your act together 6 

ad hoc 13 

ad infinitum 13 

spirit of adventure 5 

after your own heart 60 

It's easy to be wise after the event. 12 
time after time 10 

the dice are loaded against sb 19 
hammer out an agreement 39 
ahead of its time 40 

ahead of the game 46 

castles in the air 22 

clear the air 38 

rolling in the aisles 25 

an Aladdin's cave 22 

an albatross around your neck 22 
all in all 51 

all in good time 51 

all or nothing 51 

All’s fair in love and war. 11 
all-singing, all-dancing 51 

all told 51 

an all-time high / low 51 

at all hours 51 

be all in the mind 51 

be all over sb like a rash 9 

be all smiles 51 

be all things to all men 51 

for all sb cares 51 

get the all-clear 51 

hold all the cards 19 

in all but name 51 

it will all end in tears 44 

it's all systems go 51 

laugh all the way to the bank 32 
push all the right buttons 24 
that's all we need 44 

that's sb all over 51 

tick all the boxes 31 


to cap it all 51 

when all's said and done 43 
worship at the altar / shrine / temple of 30 
amid mounting calls 39 

in the final / last analysis 41 

not take no for an answer 52 

do anything for a quiet life 55 
be falling apart at the seams 59 
upset the apple cart 42 

no-go area 52 

argue the toss 38 

give your right arm for 18 

the long arm of the law 28 
armchair critic / traveller / gardener 25 
call to arms 15 

an albatross around your neck 22 
You may well ask! 44 

no strings attached 52 

a last-ditch attempt 39 

be au fait with 13 

do sth on autopilot 16 

be blown away by sth 6 

be light years away from sth 24 
back on track 16 

be back to square one 6 

behind sb's back 3 

cast your mind back 57 

get your own back 60 

go back a long way 26 

mind / watch your back 57 

get off your backside 3 

bring home the bacon 32 

have a bad hair day 34 

not be your bag 36 

on balance 41 

a whole new ball game 19 

drop the ball 7 

take your eye off the ball 37 

go down like a lead balloon 46 

a ballpark figure 30 

laugh all the way to the bank 32 
not break the bank 32 

baptism of fire 15 

bare-faced lies 47 

drive a hard bargain 58 

into the bargain 43 

harder than you'd bargained for 58 
be barking up the wrong tree 45 
touch base 31 
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on a weekly basis 31 

right off the bat 7 

batten down the hatches 14 

be batting a thousand 7 

battle of wills 15 

be half the battle 49 

like a bear with a sore head 5 
beat a retreat 15 

beat sb / sth hands down 40 

If you can't beat 'em, join 'em! 45 
as red as a beetroot 9 

beg the question 41 

| beg to differ. 45 

behind your back 3 

at / behind the wheel 16 

the power behind the throne 33 
l'll believe it when | see it. 12 

go belly up 29 

below the belt 19 

fringe benefits 6 

give sb / sth a wide berth 14 
have your best interests at heart 54 
béte noire 13 

better safe than sorry. 11 

two heads are better than one 50 
between a rock and a hard place 31 
between you and me 43 

beyond your wildest dreams 40 
be beyond the pale 3 

Big Brother 22 

big fish in a small pond 30 

big time 8 

give sb a big hand 53 

if and it's a big if 39 

Mr Big 33 


the bigger they are / come, the harder they fall 59 


eat like a bird 34 

take the biscuit / cake 7 

bite off more than one can chew 42 
bite the bullet 42 

bite the hand that feeds you 53 
hold / bite your tongue 18 
black and blue 10 

black and white 10 

a black mark 4 

a wet blanket 27 

my heart bleeds 54 

be on the blink 24 

Ignorance is bliss. 12 

a chip off the old block 26 

new kid on the block 33 
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blood, sweat and tears 10 
burst a blood vessel 36 

have blood on your hands 39 
make your blood boil 36 
your own flesh and blood 26 
bloody confrontations 39 
blow your mind 35, 57 

blow your own trumpet 60 

a death blow 56 

be blown away by sth 6 
blue-sky thinking 31 

be a bolt from the blue 43 
black and blue 10 

the boys in blue 28 

bluff your way 4 

across the board 30 

go by the board 14 

tread the boards 25 

it doesn't float my boat 8 
Whatever floats your boat! 8 
not be short of a bob or two 50 
over my dead body 56 

make your blood boil 36 

be a bolt from the blue 43 
drop a bombshell 15 

bone dry 47 

bone of contention 38 

bone to pick 38 

as dry as a bone 9 

bring to book 28 

throw the book at 28 

that's a turn-up for the books 43 
your heart is in your boots 54 
bored out of your mind 57 
live on borrowed time 55 
cut both / two ways 50 

all hot and bothered 36 

rock bottom 47 

the bottom drops / falls out of the market 30 
in leaps and bounds 23 

have plenty of strings to your bow 27 
Pandora's box 20 

think outside the box 31 

tick all the boxes 31 

the boys in blue 28 

the brainchild of sb 24 

put the brakes on 16 

hold out an olive branch 38 
be the breadwinner 32 

Give me a break! 12, 44 

not break the bank 32 


eat sb for breakfast 27 

cross that bridge when you come to it 42 
water under the bridge 38 

as bright as a button 9 

Look on the bright side. 12 
bring home the bacon 32 

bring sb down a peg or two 50 
bring the house down 25 

bring to book 28 

bring to the table 31 

in broad daylight 47 

If it ain't broke, don't fix it! 24 
Big Brother 22 

cry / weep buckets 7 

be built on sand 46 

Rome wasn't built in a day. 11 
bite the bullet 42 

bumper to bumper 10 

be a bundle of nerves 36 

dead and buried 56 

burn the midnight oil 34 

money to burn 32 

burning the candle at both ends 23 
have sth burning a hole in your pocket 6 
fiddle while Rome burns 20 
burst a blood vessel 36 

bury your head in the sand 1 
mind your own business 57 

go bust 29 

hustle and bustle 10 

no ifs and buts 52 

as bright as a button 9 

push the right buttons 24 

let bygones be bygones 38 
rattle sb's cage 36 

take the biscuit / cake 7 

the frosting / icing on the cake 7 
call a spade a spade 22 

call to arms 15 

amid mounting calls 39 

launch a campaign 4 

like the cat that ate the canary 7 
burning the candle at both ends 23 
a loose cannon 27 

to cap it all 51 

get the red card 19 

play your ace / trump card 19 
hold all the cards 19 

keep / play your cards close to your chest 19 
for all sb cares 51 

sweep sth under the carpet 37 


a case in point 41 

cold / hard cash 7 

be strapped for cash 32 

cast your mind back 57 

castles in the air 22 

be a casualty of 4 

fight like cat and dog 7, 9 

like the cat that ate the canary 7 
like the cat that got the cream 7 
not have a cat in hell's chance 17 
put the cat amongst the pigeons 38 
play cat and mouse 48 

the cat's whiskers 17 

a Catch-22 situation 22 

catch some z's 7 

like a deer / rabbit caught in the headlights 3 
an Aladdin's cave 22 

a glass ceiling 29 

be / take centre stage 4, 25 
nearly fall off your chair 43 
chalk and cheese 10 

a fighting chance 15 

fat chance 44 

given half a chance 49 

not have a cat in hell's chance 17 
a leopard can't change its spots 17 
plus ca change 13 

ring the changes 42 

plunge into chaos 39 

a chapter of accidents 37 

live a charmed life 55 

Prince Charming 22 

a wild-goose chase 21 

the chattering classes 33 

cheap and cheerful 32 

take a rain check 19 

turn the other cheek 20 

cheap and cheerful 32 

chalk and cheese 10 

keep / play your cards close to your chest 19 
bite off more than you can chew 42 
be no spring chicken 52 

a chip off the old block 26 

as poor as a church mouse 9 

a second-class citizen 33 

drop a clanger 43 

the chattering classes 33 

come clean 40 

squeaky-clean 47 

take sb to the cleaner's 32 

clear the air 38 
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as clear as crystal 9 

as clear as mud 9 

crystal clear 47 

too clever by half 49 

clip sb's wings 5 

round the clock 23 

keep / play your cards close to your chest 19 
a wolf in sheep's clothing 17 

a cloud on the horizon 30 

Every cloud has a silver lining. 11 
a cog in the machine 24 

two sides of the same coin 50 
cold / hard cash 7 

in the cold light of day 37 

stone cold 47 

be on a collision course 16 

come clean 40 

come into your own 60 

come out fighting 15 

come to a standstill 16 

come up trumps 46 

a dream come true 35 

cross that bridge when you come to it 42 
first come, first served 11 


The bigger they are / come, the harder they fall. 59 


until the cows come home 17 

Pride comes before a fall. 59 

take each day as it comes 34 

creature comforts 34 

not know whether you're coming or going 34 
What is the world coming to? 44 

common ground 38 

Two's company, three's a crowd. 50 
compos mentis 13 

bloody confrontations 39 

bone of contention 38 

a contradiction in terms 41 

the conventional wisdom 41 

be cool with 8 

play it cool 48 

corner the market 29 

in a tight corner 37 

can count sth on the fingers of one hand 53 
under the counter 28 

war-torn country 39 

as a matter of course 41 

be on a collision course 16 

run its course 2 

the course of true love never did run smooth 21 
under cover of darkness 39 

until the cows come home 17 
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a hard nut to crack 58 

from the cradle to the grave 5 
nook and cranny 10 

like the cat that got the cream 7 
creature comforts 34 

it's not cricket 19 

an armchair critic 25 

shed crocodile tears 17 


cross that bridge when you come to it 42 


be at a crossroads 4 
a crowd-puller 25 
stand out from the crowd 40 


Two's company, three's a crowd. 50 


cry / weep buckets 7 

cry wolf 17 

cry your heart out 54 
crystal clear 47 

créme de la créme 13 

make sb's toes curl 18 
throw sb a curveball 7 

a cushy number 29 

cut and run 14 

cut both / two ways 50 

can't cut the mustard 46 

at the cutting edge 24, 31 
C'est la vie. 13 

as fresh as a daisy 9 

the sword of Damocles 19 
all-singing, all-dancing 51 
under cover of darkness 39 
have a bad hair day 34 

in the cold light of day 37 
not give sb the time of day 26 
Rome wasn't built in a day. 11 
take each day as it comes 34 
in broad daylight 47 

sb's / sth's days are numbered 5 
the good old days 5 

the halcyon days 20 

de facto 13 

dead and buried 56 

dead in the water 56 

dead to the world 56 

dead wood 56 

a dead duck 56 

as dead as a dodo 56 

flog a dead horse 17 

in the dead of night 56 

over my dead body 56 

fall on deaf ears 59 

be dealt a lousy hand 53 


nearest and dearest 26 

a death blow 56 

a death trap 56 

a fate worse than death 56 

a living death 56 

a matter of life and / or death 56 
be at death's door 56 

dice with death 19 

sick to death of sth 56 

the kiss of death 56 

debt of honour 2 

all hands on deck 14 

like a deer / rabbit caught in the headlights 3 
be sb's heart's desire 54 

dice with death 19 

the dice are loaded against 19 
every Tom, Dick and Harry 5 

| beg to differ. 45 

a world of difference 40, 45 
same difference 44 

dig your own grave 60 

not be worth a dime 7 

play dirty 48 

a recipe for disaster 46 

note of discord 45 

a last-ditch attempt 39 

as dead as a dodo 56 

dog eat dog 31 

dog in the manger 17 

a dog's life 17 

be like a dog with two tails 50 
fight like cat and dog 7, 9 
work like a dog 9 

You can't teach an old dog new tricks 23 
let sleeping dogs lie 38 
domino effect 2 

donkey / grunt work 7 

be at death's door 56 

get a foot in the door 29 

open the door to 2, 41 

double whammy 46 

down in the dumps 36 

down the line 16 

beat sb / sth hands down 40 
bring sb down a peg or two 50 
bring the house down 25 

go down a storm 46 

go down a treat 35 

go down like a lead balloon 46 
send shivers down your spine 25 
shoot sb down in flames 15 


throw money down the drain 32 
win hands down 53 

in dribs and drabs 10 

throw money down the drain 32 
a dream come true 35 

be / live in a dream world 55 
beyond your wildest dreams 40 
in dribs and drabs 10 


You can lead a horse to water (but you can't make 


it drink). 12 

drive a hard bargain 58 

drive like a maniac 9 

a back-seat driver 16 

in the driving seat 16 

drop a bombshell 15 

drop a clanger 43 

drop in on 2 

drop the ball 7 

drop / fall into your lap 59 

the penny drops 43 

the bottom drops / falls out of the market 30 
punch-drunk 19 

as dry as a bone 9 

as dry as dust 9 

bone dry 47 

leave sb high and dry 14 

a dead duck 56 

down in the dumps 36 

as dry as dust 9 

go in one ear and out the other 23 
have the ear of sb 26 

listen with half an ear 49 

make a pig's ear of sth 37 

fall on deaf ears 59 

prick your ears up 2 

It's easy to be wise after the event. 12 
Take it easy. 12 

eat like a bird 34 

eat like a horse 34 

eat like a pig 34 

eat sb for breakfast 27 

eat sb out of house and home 21 

dog eat dog 31 

have sb eating out of the palm of your hand 53 
at the cutting edge 24, 31 
keep sb on the edge of their seat 25 
domino effect 2 


You're teaching your grandmother to suck eggs! 23 


rig an election 33 
the elephant in the room 17 
eleventh-hour 39 
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end of (story)! 8 

help sb no end 52 

it will all end in tears 44 

make your hair stand on end 21 
no end of 52 

make ends meet 32 

public enemy number one 33 
engulfed in flames 39 

enough is as good as a feast. 12 
fair enough 44 

enter into the spirit of sth 35 
push the envelope 31 

epic proportions 20 

Don't even go there! 8 

It's easy to be wise after the event. 12 
every cloud has a silver lining. 11 
every Tom, Dick and Harry 5 
here, there and everywhere 10 
it does exactly what it says on the tin 8 
no expense spared 32 

go the extra mile 8 

a twinkle in your father's eye 26 
be in the public eye 33 

be one in the eye for sb 18 

in the twinkling of an eye 21 
see eye to eye 1,6 

take your eye off the ball 37 
there's more to sth than meets the eye 18 
watch with half an eye 49 

the green-eyed monster 21 
have stars in your eyes 35 

pull the wool over sb's eyes 28 
face-saving 18 

a face like thunder 9 

a slap in the face 37 

lose face 18 

sb's face doesn't fit 18 
bare-faced lies 47 

poker-faced 19 

the fact of the matter is 31 

de facto 13 

fair enough. 44 

fair's fair 12 

a fair-weather friend 26 

All’s fair in love and war. 11 

a fait accompli 13 

be au fait with 13 

fall foul of 59 

fall from grace 59 

fall into line 30, 59 

fall into the trap of 59 
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fall into your lap 59 

fall into the wrong hands 59 

fall off the radar 8 

fall on deaf ears 59 

fall on hard times 58, 59 

fall on your sword 20 

fall over yourself to do sth 59 

fall short of 59 

fall through the floor 59 

fall for sb / sth hook, line and sinker 59 
nearly fall off your chair 43 

Pride comes before a fall. 59 

The bigger they are / come, the harder they fall. 59 
be falling apart at the seams 59 

the bottom drops / falls out of the market 30 
run in the family 26 

the shit hits the fan 3 

footloose and fancy-free 26 

| wouldn't trust sb as far as | could throw them. 44 
So far, so good. 12 

hard-and-fast rules 58 

life in the fast lane 16 

fat chance 44 

It's not over until the fat lady sings. 12 
a fate worse than death 56 

tempt fate 42 

a twinkle in your father's eye 26 

do me a favour 44 

Enough is as good as a feast. 12 
feather your own nest 3, 60 

bite the hand that feeds you 53 

feel hard done by 58 

have a sinking feeling 36 

no hard feelings 58 

have two left feet 50 

pull the rug from under your feet 37 
at one fell swoop 21 

sit on the fence 6 

fiddle while Rome burns 20 

be on the fiddle 28 

play second fiddle 48 

fight for your life 39 

fight like cat and dog 7, 9 

fighting fit 47 

a fighting chance 15 

come out fighting 15 

a ballpark figure 30 

filthy rich 47 

in the final / last analysis 41 

keep your finger on the pulse 18 
point the finger at 18 


fingers and thumbs 10 


can count sth on the fingers of one hand 53 


put / stick two fingers up at sth 50 
baptism of fire 15 

hang fire 15 

first and foremost 41 

first come, first served 11 

at first glance 43 

the first lady of sth 8 

big fish in a small pond 30 
There are plenty more fish in the sea. 12 
fit like a glove 9 

fighting fit 47 

sb's face doesn't fit 18 

If it ain't broke, don't fix it. 24 
get / take the flak 4 

an old flame 26 

engulfed in flames 39 

shoot sb down in flames 15 

a flash in the pan 1, 15 

as quick as a flash 9 

your own flesh and blood 26 
pound of flesh 21 

it doesn't float my boat 8 
Whatever floats your boat! 8 
flog a dead horse 17 

fall through the floor 59 

fly by the seat of your pants 16 
fly the nest 26 

be flying high 16 

be no / nobody's fool 52 

play sb for a fool 48 

act / play the fool 27 

get a foot in the door 29 

put your foot down 38 

put your foot in it 1 

shoot yourself in the foot 15 
footloose and fancy-free 26 
join forces with 4 

first and foremost 41 

a small fortune 47 

fall foul of 59 

footloose and fancy-free 26 
There's no such thing as a free lunch. 52 
as fresh as a daisy 9 

be fresh out of sth 7 

Girl / Man / Person Friday 22 
Any friend of yours is a friend of mine. 12 
a fair-weather friend 26 

have friends in high places 26 
fringe benefits 6 


the frosting / icing on the cake 7 
full of the joys of spring 35 

full stop 47 

live life to the full 40 

no pain no gain 11 

Nothing ventured, nothing gained. 11 
play to the gallery 25 

a game plan 48 

a whole new ball game 19 
ahead of the game 46 

play a / the waiting game 48 
play sb at their own game 60 
play the game 48 

raise your game 48 

the game's up 48 

the name of the game 48 

two can play at that game 50 
poacher turned gamekeeper 28 
play games 48 

gardening leave 30 

gas guzzler 24 

run the gauntlet 15 

go / move / step up a gear 16 
get off your backside 3 

be getting / going nowhere 4 
give me a break! 12, 44 

give your right arm for 18 

give and / or take 10 

give sb a big hand 53 

give sb / sth a wide berth 14 
give sb the hard sell 58 

give sth a miss 34 

give / get the green light 16 

not give sb the time of day 26 
wouldn't give sth house room 36 
given half a chance 49 

be given / get your marching orders 4 
be given the go-ahead 39 

be given the sack 3 

at first glance 43 

a glass ceiling 29 

fit like a glove 9 

the gloves are off 31 

a glutton for punishment 27 

go in one ear and out the other 23 
go back a long way 26 

go belly up 29 

go bust 29 

go by the board 14 

go down a storm 46 

go down a treat 35 
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go down like a lead balloon 46 
go haywire 24 

go in one ear and out the other 23 
go off the rails 16 

go out like a light 34 

go out on the town 34 

go spare 3 

go the extra mile 8 

go the whole hog 22 

go their own ways 60 

go to your head 18 

go to the wall 29 

go up in the world 2 

go with a swing 35 

go / move / step up a gear 16 
be given the go-ahead 39 
Don't even go there! 8 

from the word go 43 

get-up and go 27 
happy-go-lucky 35 

it's all systems go 51 

Mind how you go. 57 

no-go area 52 

an own goal 60 

move the goalposts 19 

get your goat 36 

sort (out) the sheep from the goats 17 
play God 48 

your heart goes out to sb 54 
be going great guns 29 

be getting / going nowhere 4 
be heavy-going 25 

hard going 58 

not know whether you're coming or going 34 
a heart of gold 54 

golden handshake 29 

golden hello 29 

good riddance (to bad rubbish)! 12z, 44 
all in good time 51 

do sb the world of good 40 
Enough is as good as a feast. 12 
for good reason 43 

have a good head for sth 18 
have a good mind to 49 

make good headway 14 

no news is good news 52 

So far, so good. 12 

the good old days 5 

a wild-goose chase 21 

play gooseberry 48 

You've got me there. 44 
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fall from grace 59 

would sell your own grandmother 32 
You're teaching your grandmother to suck eggs! 23 
grass roots 33 

as silent as the grave 9 

dig your own grave 60 

from the cradle to the grave 5 
gravy train 34 

be going great guns 30 

give / get the green light 17 

the green-eyed monster 22 
grey vote 33 

men in grey suits 33 

a lot of ground to make up 23 
common ground 38 

stand your ground 38 

donkey / grunt work 7 

no prizes for guessing sth 52 

be going great guns 29 

slog your guts out 29 
gas-guzzler 24 

have a bad hair day 34 

make your hair stand on end 21 
split hairs 45 

the halcyon days 20 
half-measures 49 

a half-baked scheme 49 

a sth and a half 49 

be half the battle 49 

be not half 49 

given half a chance 49 

have half a mind to 49 

listen with half an ear 49 

not half 49 

not know the half of it 49 

too clever by half 49 

watch with half an eye 49 

meet sb halfway 49 

hammer out an agreement 39 
hand over the reins 53 

hand sth to sb on a plate 53 

be an old hand at sth 53 

be dealt a lousy hand 53 

bite the hand that feeds you 53 
can count sth on the fingers of one hand 53 
give sb a big hand 53 

have your hand in the till 28 
have sb eating out of / in the palm of your hand 53 
have the upper hand 53 

lay a hand on 53 

on the one hand, on the other hand 41 


out of hand 53 

put your hand on your heart 53 
show your hand 53 

you have to hand it to sb 53 

all hands on deck 14 

beat sb / sth hands down 40 
can't lay your hands on sth 53 
fall into the wrong hands 59 
have blood on your hands 39 
off your hands 53 

play into sb's hands 53 

sit on your hands 53 

sb's hands are tied 53 

take matters into your own hands 60 
win hands down 53 

golden handshake 29 

hang fire 15 

happy-go-lucky 35 

as happy as Larry 35 
hard-and-fast rules 58 

hard going 58 

hard to swallow 58 

hard up 58 

a hard nut to crack 58 

be hard pressed to 58 

be hard put to 58 

between a rock and a hard place 31 
cold / hard cash 7 

drive a hard bargain 58 

fall on hard times 58, 59 

feel hard done by 58 

give sb the hard sell 58 

hit sb hard 58 

learn the hard way 58 

make hard work of 58 

no hard feelings 58 

rock hard 47 

play hardball 19 

harden your heart 54 

harder than you'd bargained for 58 
The bigger they are / come, the harder they fall. 59 
every Tom, Dick and Harry 5 
batten down the hatches 14 
do a hatchet job on 25 

go haywire 24 

be head and shoulders above sb 18 
be in over your head 37 

bury your head in the sand 18 
get your mind / head round 57 
go to your head 18 

have a good head for sth 18 


like a bear with a sore head 5 


like a deer / rabbit caught in the headlights 3 


heads will roll 30 

put our heads together 18 

two heads are better than one 50 
make good headway 14 

after your own heart 60 

a heart of gold 54 

a heart of stone 54 

be your heart's desire 54 

cry your heart out 54 

harden your heart 54 

have a heart 54 

have your best interests at heart 54 
in your heart of hearts 54 

learn sth off by heart 23 

my heart bleeds 54 

not have the heart to 54 

your heart goes out sb 54 

your heart is in your boots 54 
your heart isn't in sth 54 

put your hand on your heart 53 
strike at the heart of 54 

take heart 54 

wear your heart on your sleeve 54 
in your heart of hearts 54 

be heavy going 25 

Achilles heel 20 

not have a cat in hell’s chance 17 
the sb / sth from hell 8 

golden hello 29 

help sb no end 52 

here, there and everywhere 10 
an all-time high / low 51 

be flying high 16 

be on a high 35 

have friends in high places 26 
leave sb high and dry 14 

ride high 46 

shoot sky-high 30 

highly strung 27 

Hindsight is a wonderful thing. 12 
hit and miss 10 

hit sb hard 58 

hit the jackpot 35 

hit the mark 40 

hit the right note 35 

hit the spot 35 

the shit hits the fan 3 

ad hoc 13 

go the whole hog 22 
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hold all the cards 19 

hold out an olive branch 38 

hold your own 60 

hold / bite your tongue 18 

have sth burning a hole in your pocket 6 
pick holes in 25 

pick holes in sth 38 

bring home the bacon 32 

eat sb out of house and home 21 

until the cows come home 17 

debt of honour 2 

on the hoof 34 

fall for sb / sth hook, line and sinker 59 
hopping mad 3 

cloud on the horizon 30 

a Trojan horse 20 

eat like a horse 34 

flog a dead horse 17 

straight from the horse's mouth 17 


You can lead a horse to water (but you can't make 


him drink). 12 

wild horses couldn't make me 36 
hot off the press 24 

all hot and bothered 36 

piping hot 47 

eleventh-hour 39 

at all hours 51 

bring the house down 25 

eat sb out of house and home 21 
on the house 34 

wouldn't give sth house room 36 
mind how you go 57 

huff and puff 10 

might as well be hung for a sheep as a lamb 19 
hustle and bustle 10 

sing from the same hymn sheet 45 
be (skating) on thin ice 42 

the tip of the iceberg 5 

the frosting / icing on the cake 7 
no ifs and buts 52 

Ignorance is bliss. 12 

be under no illusions 30 

the spitting image 26 

within an inch of your life 55 

ad infinitum 13 

a mine of information 27 

too much information 8 

an inside job 28 

know sth inside out 3 

have your best interests at heart 54 
Necessity is the mother of invention. 11 
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an ivory tower 22 

hit the jackpot 35 

like nailing jelly to a wall 8 

an inside job 28 

do a hatchet job on 25 

join forces with 4 

join the ranks of 15 

If you can't beat 'em, join 'em! 45 
joined-up thinking 31 

put sb's nose out of joint 37 

be no joke 52 

see the joke 4 

full of the joys of spring 35 

more by luck than judgement 43 
as keen as mustard 9 

keep your finger on the pulse 18 
keep / play your cards close to your chest 19 
keep sb on the edge of their seat 25 
kick yourself 36 

a whizz kid 27 

new kid on the block 33 

be two of a kind 50 

the kiss of death 56 

knock into shape 2 

knock sb for six 19, 36 

tie the knot 5 

know sth inside out 3 

not know the half of it 49 

not know whether you're coming or going 34 
at the top of the ladder 29 

It's not over until the fat lady sings. 12 
the first lady of sth 8 
laissez-faire 13 

might as well be hung for a sheep as a lamb 17 
win by a landslide 33 

life in the fast lane 17 

life in the slow lane 17 

drop / fall into your lap 59 

by and large 41 

as happy as Larry 35 

a last-ditch attempt 39 

in the final / last analysis 41 

last but not least 41 

laugh all the way to the bank 32 
launch a campaign 4 

rest on your laurels 20 

the long arm of the law 28 

lay a hand on 53 

lay it on with a trowel 21 

can't lay your hands on sth 53 
go down like a lead balloon 46 


You can lead a horse to water (but you can't make 


it drink). 12 

a leading light 25 

turn over a new leaf 42 

in leaps and bounds 23 

learn by rote 23 

learn sth off by heart 23 
learn the hard way 58 

learn your lesson 23 

get a new lease of life 55 

last but not least 41 

to say the least 43 

leave no stone unturned 20 
leave sb high and dry 14 
gardening leave 31 

have two left feet 50 

a leopard can't change its spots 17 
learn your lesson 23 

teach sb a lesson 23 

live and let live 55 

take to the next level 30 

live a lie 55 

bare-faced lies 47 

life in the fast lane 16 

life in the slow lane 16 

a dog's life 17 

a matter of life and / or death 56 
do anything for a quiet life 55 
fight for your life 39 

get a life 44 

get a new lease of life 55 

get the shock of your life 55 
have the time of your life 55 
live a charmed life 55 

live life to the full 40 

make sb's life a misery 55 
risk life and limb 55 

scare the life out of 55 

see life 55 

the life and soul of the party 55 
Variety is the spice of life. 11 
within an inch of your life 55 
throw a lifeline 30 

a leading light 25 

be light years away from sth 24 
be out like a light 34 

give / get the green light 16 
go out like a light 34 

in the cold light of day 37 
see the light 4 

have your name in lights 25 


risk life and limb 55 

line your own pockets 28 
down the line 16 

fall for sb / sth hook, line and sinker 59 
fall into line 30, 59 

toe the line 38 

tow the line 38 

every cloud has a silver lining 11 
listen with half an ear 49 
little by little 10 

live a charmed life 55 

live a lie 55 

live and let live 55 

live in each other's pockets 26 
live life to the full 40 

live in a dream world 55 

live on a shoestring 32 

live on borrowed time 55 

live out of a suitcase 55 

live to tell the tale 55 

a living death 56 

the dice are loaded against 19 
a lone voice 45 

go back a long way 26 

the long arm of the law 28 
look on the bright side 12 
look out for number one 27 

a loose cannon 27 

lose your touch 37 

lose face 18 

lose the plot 37 

not lose sleep over sth 34 

at a loss for words 5 

there's a lot to be said for 43 
be dealt a lousy hand 53 

a love rat 27 

All’s fair in love and war. 11 


The course of true love never did run smooth. 21 


star-crossed lovers 21 

an all-time high / low 51 

more by luck than judgement 43 
happy-go-lucky 35 

like it or lump it 3 

There's no such thing as a free lunch. 52 
a cog in the machine 24 

hopping mad 3 

self-made man 33 

in the main 41 

silent majority 33 

make a mountain out of a molehill 5 
make a name for 3 
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make a pig's ear of 37 

make ends meet 32 

make good headway 14 

make hard work of 58 

make sb's toes curl 18 

make sb's life a misery 55 

make your blood boil 36 

make your hair stand on end 21 
wild horses couldn't make me 36 
that makes two of us 50 

of your own making 60 

a man / woman of many parts 27 
Girl / Man / Person Friday 22 
self-made man 33 

dog in the manger 17 

drive like a maniac 9 

a man / woman of many parts 27 
marathon talks 39 

steal a march on sb 15 

be given / get your marching orders 4 
a black mark 4 

hit the mark 40 

corner the market 29 


the bottom drops / falls out of the market 30 


take matters into your own hands 60 
a matter of life and death 56 

as a matter of course 41 

mind over matter 57 

the fact of the matter is 31 

You may well ask! 44 

a square meal 34 

half-measures 49 

meet sb halfway 49 

make ends meet 32 

there's more to sth than meets the eye 18 
a memory like a sieve 23 

men in grey suits 33 

be all things to all men 51 

compos mentis 13 

a mere pittance 47 

on message 45 

the Midas touch 20 

burn the midnight oil 34 


might as well be hung for a sheep as a lamb 17 


to put it mildly 43 

go the extra mile 8 

stick in my mind 23 

mind how you go 57 

mind your back 57 

mind your own business 57 
mind your Ps and Qs 57 
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mind your step 57 

mind over matter 57 

be all in the mind 51 

blow your mind 35, 57 

bored out of your mind 57 

cast your mind back 57 

get your mind / head round 57 

have a good mind to 49 

have a one-track mind 57 

have half a mind to 49 

if you put your mind to it 57 

nobody in their right mind 57 

of like mind 45 

of the same mind 45 

out of your mind 57 

prey on your mind 57 

read sb's mind 57 

stick in my mind 23 

take your mind off it 57 

be in two minds 45 

a mine of information 27 

Any friend of yours is a friend of mine. 12 
be a minefield 4 

up-to-the-minute 5 

make sb's life a misery 55 

give sth a miss 34 

hit and miss 10 

make a mountain out of a molehill 5 

at this moment in time 31 

money for old rope 32 

money to burn 32 

Monopoly money 19 

put your money where your mouth is 42 
throw money down the drain 32 
Monopoly money 19 

the green-eyed monster 21 

more by luck than judgement 43 

bite off more than one can chew 42 
There are plenty more fish in the sea. 12 
there's more to sth than meets the eye 18 
Necessity is the mother of invention. 11 
set in motion 41 

set the wheels in motion 24 

make a mountain out of a molehill 5 
amid mounting calls 39 

as poor as a church mouse 9 

as quiet as a mouse 1 

play cat and mouse 48 

put your money where your mouth is 42 
straight from the horse's mouth 17 

take the words right out of my mouth 45 


move the goalposts 19 no time like the present 52 


a smart move 40 be no joke 52 

go / move / step up a gear 16 be no / nobody's fool 52 
movers and shakers 33 be no oil painting 52 

Mr Big 33 be no picnic 52 

as clear as mud 9 be no spring chicken 52 

as stubborn as a mule 9 be under no illusions 30 

Mum’s the word. 12 help sb no end 52 

as keen as mustard 9 in next to no time 52 

can't cut the mustard 46 in no uncertain terms 52 
shrouded in mystery 39 know no bounds 3 

like nailing jelly to a wall 8 leave no stone unturned 20 
stark naked 47 like there's no tomorrow 52 
have your name in lights 25 There's no such thing as a free lunch. 52 
in all but name 51 There's no time like the present. 40, 44 
make a name for 3 not take no for an answer 52 
the name of the game 48 nobody in their right mind 57 
on the straight and narrow 28 be no / nobody's fool 52 
nearest and dearest 26 béte noire 13 

nearly fall off your chair 43 non sequitur 13 

neat and tidy 10 nook and cranny 10 

Necessity is the mother of invention. 11 put sb's nose out of joint 37 
neck and neck 10 take a nosedive 16, 30 

an albatross around sb's neck 22 note of discord 45 

stick your neck out 42 hit the right note 35 

that's all we need 44 nothing ventured, nothing gained. 11 
be a bundle of nerves 36 all or nothing 51 

feather your own nest 3, 60 to say nothing of 43 

fly the nest 26 be getting / going nowhere 4 

It never rains but it pours. 11 a cushy number 29 

The course of true love never did run smooth. 21 look out for number one 27 
new kid on the block 33 public enemy number one 33 

a whole new ball game 19 sb's / sth's days are numbered 5 
get a new lease of life 55 a hard nut to crack 58 

turn over a new leaf 42 be at odds with 45 

no news is good news 52 pay over the odds 32 

in next to no time 52 in the offing 14 

take to the next level 30 oil the wheels 24 

nice work if you can get it 44 be no oil painting 52 

all right on the night 25 burn the midnight oil 34 

be like ships that pass in the night 22 pour oil on troubled waters 45 
in the dead of night 56 a chip off the old block 26 

be a nightmare 37 an old flame 26 

no end of 52 be an old hand at sth 53 

no expense spared 32 money for old rope 32 

no-go area 52 the good old days 5 

no ifs and buts 52 hold out an olive branch 38 

no news is good news 52 at one fell swoop 21 

no pain no gain 11 be back to square one 6 

no prizes for guessing sth 52 be one in the eye for sb 18 

no strings attached 52 can count sth on the fingers of one hand 53 
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have a one-track mind 57 

look out for number one 27 

on the one hand, on the other hand 41 
public enemy number one 33 

two heads are better than one 50 
open the door to 2, 41 

be given / get your marching orders 4 
on the one hand, on the other hand 41 
turn the other cheek 20 

think outside the box 31 

outstay your welcome 34 

over my dead body 56 

be all over sb like a rash 9 

be in over your head 37 

fall over yourself to do sth 59 

hand over the reins 53 

It's not over until the fat lady sings. 12 
mind over matter 57 

not lose sleep over sth 34 

pay over the odds 32 

pull the wool over sb's eyes 28 

that's sb all over 51 

turn over a new leaf 42 

after your own heart 60 

an own goal 60 

blow your own trumpet 60 

come into your own 60 

dig your own grave 60 

feather your own nest 3, 60 

get your own back 60 

go their own ways 60 

hold your own 60 

in your own time 60 

line your own pockets 28 

mind your own business 57 

of your own making 60 

your own flesh and blood 26 

be your own person 60 

out of your own pocket 5 

play sb at their own game 60 

save your own skin 60 

take matters into your own hands 60 
would sell your own grandmother 32 
as if (he) owned the place 60 

pack a punch 40 

send sb packing 21 

a page-turner 25 

no pain no gain 11 

be no oil painting 52 

be beyond the pale 3 


have sb eating out of / in the palm of your hand 53 
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a flash in the pan 1, 15 
Pandora's box 20 

fly by the seat of your pants 16 
a paper tiger 46 

part and parcel 6 

as sick as a parrot 17 

part and parcel 6 

parting shot 20 

silent / sleeping partner 29 

a man / woman of many parts 27 
the life and soul of the party 55 
be like ships that pass in the night 22 
run out of patience 36 

pay over the odds 32 

uneasy peace 39 

be like two peas in a pod 50 
bring sb down a peg or two 50 
not have two pennies to rub together 50 
penny-pinching 32 

be two a penny 50 

the penny drops 43 

be your own person 60 

pick holes in 25 

pick holes in sth 38 

bone to pick 38 

be no picnic 52 

not the whole picture 41 

eat like a pig 34 

make a pig's ear of 37 

put the cat amongst the pigeons 38 
penny-pinching 32 

piping hot 47 

a mere pittance 47 

as if (he) owned the place 60 
between a rock and a hard place 31 
put sb in their place 38 

have friends in high places 26 
a game plan 48 

as thick as two short planks 9 
hand sth to sb on a plate 53 
play cat and mouse 48 

play dirty 48 

play for time 48 

play games 37 

play God 48 

play gooseberry 48 

play hardball 19 

play into sb's hands 53 

play it cool 48 

play it safe 48 

play your ace / trump card 19 


play sb at their own game 60 

play sb for a fool 48 

play second fiddle 48 

play the fool 27 

play the game 48 

play to the gallery 25 

play your cards close to your chest 19 
two can play at that game 50 

have plenty of strings to your bow 27 
There are plenty more fish in the sea. 12 
lose the plot 37 

the plot thickens 44 

plunge into chaos 39 

plus ca change 13 

poacher turned gamekeeper 28 
have sth burning a hole in your pocket 6 
out of your own pocket 5 

line your own pockets 28 

live in each other's pockets 26 

be like two peas in a pod 50 

point the finger at 18 

point the way to 41 

a case in point 41 

see the point 4 

sticking point 38 

poker-faced 19 

big fish in a small pond 30 

as poor as a church mouse 9 

any port in a storm 14 

pound of flesh 21 

pour oil on troubled waters 45 

It never rains but it pours. 11 

the power behind the throne 33 
There's no time like the present. 40, 44, 52 
hot off the press 24 

be hard pressed to 58 

prey on your mind 57 

prick your ears up 2 

Pride comes before a fall. 59 

Prince Charming 22 

no prizes for guessing sth 52 

epic proportions 20 

mind your Ps and Qs 57 

public enemy number one 33 

be in the public eye 33 

huff and puff 10 

pull rank 4 

pull the rug from under your feet 37 
pull the strings 33 

pull the wool over sb's eyes 28 

not pull any punches 19 


a crowd-puller 25 

keep your finger on the pulse 18 
punch-drunk 19 

pack a punch 40 

not pull any punches 19 

a glutton for punishment 27 
push the envelope 31 

push the right buttons 24 

put our heads together 18 

put sb in their place 38 

put sb's nose out of joint 37 

put the brakes on 16 

put two fingers up at sth 50 

put your foot down 38 

put your foot in it 1 

put your hand on your heart 53 
put your money where your mouth is 42 
put your shoulder to the wheel 42 
be hard put to 58 

if you put your mind to it 57 

to put it mildly 43 

a Pyrrhic victory 20 

mind your Ps and Qs 57 

beg the question 41 

out of the question 38 

as quick as a flash 9 

be quids in 2 

as quiet as a mouse 1 

do anything for a quiet life 55 
status quo 13 


like a deer / rabbit caught in the headlights 3 


the rat race 29 

fall off the radar 8 

rags to riches 32 

go off the rails 16 

take a rain check 19 

It never rains but it pours. 11 
raise your game 48 

as thin as a rake 9 

as stiff / straight as a ramrod 2 
pull rank 4 

join the ranks of 15 

be all over sb like a rash 9 

a love rat 27 

the rat race 29 

rattle sb's cage 36 
razor-sharp 47 

reach for the stars 42 

read sb's mind 57 

for good reason 43 

see reason 4 
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receive a windfall 30 hard-and-fast rules 58 


a recipe for disaster 46 run a tight ship 3, 14 

track record 29 run in the family 26 

as red as a beetroot 9 run its course 2 

get the red card 19 run like the wind 9 

see red 4, 36 run out of patience 36 

reduce to tears 36 run out of steam 16 

rein in spending 30 run the gauntlet 15 

hand over the reins 53 cut and run 14 

reinvent the wheel 24 The course of true love never did run smooth. 21 
rest on your laurels 20 do a runner 28 

beat a retreat 15 be given the sack 3 

filthy rich 47 saddled with debt 30 

rags to riches 32 safe and sound 1 

Good riddance (to bad rubbish)! 12, 44 better safe than sorry 11 

ride high 46 play it safe 48 

take sb for a ride 28 there's a lot to be said for 43 

rig an election 33 when all's said and done 43 

right off the bat 7 take the wind out of sb's sails 14 
all right on the night 25 trim your sails 42 

give your right arm for 18 same difference 44 

hit the right note 35 be on the same wavelength 6 
nobody in their right mind 57 of the same mind 45 

push the right buttons 24 sing from the same hymn sheet 45 
take the words right out of my mouth 45 two sides of the same coin 50 

ring the changes 42 be built on sand 46 

risk life and limb 55 bury your head in the sand 18 

do a roaring trade 29 save your own skin 60 

rock bottom 47 scrimp and save 32 

rock hard 47 face-saving 18 

between a rock and a hard place 31 to say nothing of 43 

it's not rocket science 24 to say the least 43 

on the rocks 14 it does exactly what it says on the tin 8 
heads will roll 30 scare the life out of 55 

on a roll 46 set the scene / stage 41 

rolling in the aisles 25 a half-baked scheme 49 

be rolling in it 32 it's not rocket science 24 

Rome wasn't built in a day. 11 settle a score 37 

fiddle while Rome burns 20 up to scratch 23 

the elephant in the room 17 scrimp and save 32 

wouldn't give sth house room 36 There are plenty more fish in the sea. 12 
grass roots 33 be falling apart at the seams 59 
money for old rope 32 a back-seat driver 16 

learn by rote 23 fly by the seat of your pants 16 
round the clock 23 in the driving seat 16 

get your mind / head round 57 keep sb on the edge of their seat 25 
get your tongue round sth 18 for a split second 43 

rub shoulders with sb 26 play second fiddle 48 

not have two pennies to rub together 50 a second-class citizen 33 

Good riddance (to bad rubbish)! 12, 44 see eye to eye 1,6 

pull the rug from under your feet 37 see life 55 
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see reason 4 

see red 4, 36 

see sense 4 

see the joke 4 

see the light 4 

see the point 4 

see the writing on the wall 20 
can't see the wood for the trees 37 
l'll believe it when I see it. 12 
suck it and see 31 

self-made man 33 

give sb the hard sell 58 

would sell your own grandmother 32 
send sb packing 21 

send shivers down your spine 25 
see sense 4 

non sequitur 13 

first come, first served 11 

set in motion 41 

set the scene / stage 41 

set the wheels in motion 24 

set your sights on 23 

settle a score 37 

at sixes and sevens 10 

movers and shakers 33 

knock into shape 2 

a short sharp shock 28 
razor-sharp 47 

shed crocodile tears 17 

a wolf in sheep's clothing 17 
might as well be hung for a sheep as a lamb 17 
sort (out) the sheep from the goats 17 
shell-shocked 15 

take a shine to sb 1 

run a tight ship 3, 14 

be like ships that pass in the night 22 
the shit hits the fan 3 

send shivers down your spine 25 
a short sharp shock 28 

get the shock of your life 55 
shell-shocked 15 

live on a shoestring 32 

shoot yourself in the foot 15 
shoot sb down in flames 15 
shoot sky-high 30 

shut up shop 29 

a short sharp shock 28 

as thick as two short planks 9 
fall short of 59 

not be short of a bob or two 50 
parting shot 20 


put your shoulder to the wheel 42 
be head and shoulders above sb 18 
rub shoulders with sb 26 

show your hand 53 

steal the show 25 

worship at the altar / shrine / temple of 30 
shrouded in mystery 39 

shut up shop 29 

sick and tired 5 

sick to death of sth 56 

as sick as a parrot 17 

Look on the bright side. 12 

two sides of the same coin 50 

a memory like a sieve 23 

set your sights on 23 

silent majority 33 

silent partner 29 

as silent as the grave 9 

as smooth as silk 9 

every cloud has a silver lining 11 
sing from the same hymn sheet 45 
all-singing, all-dancing 51 

It's not over till the fat lady sings. 12 
sink like a stone 2 

fall for sb / sth hook, line and sinker 59 
have a sinking feeling 36 

sit on the fence 6 

sit on your hands 53 

a Catch-22 situation 22 

knock sb for six 19, 36 

at sixes and sevens 10 

That's about the size of it! 45 

get your skates on 12 

be (skating) on thin ice 42 

save your own skin 60 

blue-sky thinking 31 

shoot sky-high 30 

a slap in the face 37 

sleep on it 34 

not lose sleep over sth 34 
sleeping partner 29 

let sleeping dogs lie 38 

have sth up your sleeve 4 

wear your heart on your sleeve 54 
slog your guts out 29 

life in the slow lane 16 

a small fortune 47 

big fish in a small pond 30 

a smart move 40 

be all smiles 51 

as smooth as silk 9 
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The course of true love never did run smooth. 21 
So far, so good. 12 

for a song 32 

like a bear with a sore head 5 
Better safe than sorry. 11 

sort (out) the sheep from the goats 17 
the life and soul of the party 55 
safe and sound 1 

call a spade a spade 22 

spick and span 10 

throw a spanner in the works 24 
go spare 3 

no expense spared 32 

rein in spending 30 

Variety is the spice of life. 11 
spick and span 10 

send shivers down your spine 25 
spirit of adventure 5 

enter into the spirit of sth 35 
the spitting image 26 

split hairs 45 

for a split second 43 

throw in the sponge 19 

hit the spot 35 

a leopard can't change its spots 17 
be no spring chicken 52 

full of the joys of spring 35 

win your spurs 46 

a square meal 34 

be back to square one 6 
squeaky-clean 47 

be / take centre-stage 4 

set the scene / stage 41 

at stake 43 

stand out from the crowd 40 
stand your ground 38 

make your hair stand on end 21 
come to a standstill 16 
star-crossed lovers 21 

stark naked 47 

have stars in your eyes 35 

reach for the stars 42 

status quo 13 

steal a march on sb 15 

steal the show 25 

run out of steam 16 

step on it 16 

mind your step 57 

go / move / step up a gear 16 
stick in my mind 23 

stick two fingers up at sth 50 
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stick your neck out 42 
sticking point 38 

as stiff as a ramrod 2 

stone cold 47 

a heart of stone 54 

leave no stone unturned 20 
sink like a stone 2 

full stop 47 

a storm in a teacup 22 

any port in a storm 14 

go down a storm 46 

weather the storm 14 

end of (story) 8 

straight from the horse's mouth 17 
as straight as a ramrod 2 

on the straight and narrow 28 
be strapped for cash 32 

be a tower of strength 26 

do a stretch 28 

strike at the heart of 54 

have plenty of strings to your bow 27 
no strings attached 52 

pull the strings 33 

highly strung 27 

as stubborn as a mule 9 
There's no such thing as a free lunch. 52 
suck it and see 31 

You're teaching your grandmother to suck eggs! 23 
live out of a suitcase 55 

men in grey suits 33 

hard to swallow 58 

blood, sweat and tears 10 
sweep sth under the carpet 37 
go with a swing 35 

at one fell swoop 21 

fall on your sword 20 

the sword of Damocles 20 

it's all systems go 51 

bring to the table 31 

be like a dog with two tails 50 
take centre stage 4, 25 

take a nosedive 16, 30 

take a rain check 19 

take a shine to sb 1 

take each day as it comes 34 
take heart 54 

take it easy 12 

take matters into your own hands 60 
take your eye off the ball 37 
take your mind off it 57 

take sb for a ride 28 


take sb to the cleaner's 32 

take the biscuit / cake 7 

take the flak 4 

take the wind out of sb's sails 14 
take the words right out of my mouth 45 
take to the next level 30 

take years off sb 40 

take centre stage 4, 25 

give or take 10 

not take no for an answer 52 

be taken aback 14 

It takes two to tango. 11, 50 

live to tell the tale 55 

marathon talks 39 

It takes two to tango. 11, 50 
teach sb a lesson 23 

You can't teach an old dog new tricks 23 
You're teaching your grandmother to suck eggs! 23 
a storm in a teacup 22 

wear and tear 10 

blood, sweat and tears 10 

it will all end in tears 44 

reduce to tears 36 

shed crocodile tears 17 

get your teeth into sth 18 
teething troubles 18 

tell me about it 45 

live to tell the tale 55 

time will tell 44 

worship at the altar / shrine / temple of 30 
tempt fate 42 

a contradiction in terms 41 

in no uncertain terms 52 
uncharted territory / waters 4 

as thick as thieves 9 

as thick as two short planks 9 
through thick and thin 26 

the plot thickens 44 

as thick as thieves 9 

as thin as a rake 9 

be (skating) on thin ice 42 
through thick and thin 26 
Hindsight is a wonderful thing. 12 
not be your thing 36 

There's no such thing as a free lunch. 52 
be all things to all men 51 

think outside the box 31 

think twice 42 

blue-sky thinking 31 

joined-up thinking 31 

| thought as much. 44 


be batting a thousand 7 

Two’s company, three’s a crowd. 50 
the power behind the throne 33 
throw a lifeline 30 

throw a spanner in the works 24 
throw in the sponge 19 

throw money down the drain 32 
throw sb a curveball 7 

throw the book at 28 

| wouldn’t trust sb as far as | could throw them 44 
fingers and thumbs 10 

a face like thunder 9 

tick all the boxes 31 

neat and tidy 10 

tie the knot 5 

sb’s hands are tied 53 

a paper tiger 46 

in a tight corner 37 

run a tight ship 3, 14 

have your hand in the till 28 
time after time 10 

time will tell 44 

ahead of its time 40 

allin good time 51 

an all-time high / low 51 

at this moment in time 31 

big time 8 

do time 28 

have the time of your life 55 

in next to no time 52 

in your own time 60 

live on borrowed time 55 

no time like the present 52 

not give sb the time of day 26 
play for time 48 

There’s no time like the present. 40, 44 
fall on hard times 58, 59 

it does exactly what it says on the tin 8 
the tip of the iceberg 5 

sick and tired 5 

toe the line 38 

make sb’s toes curl 18 

tread on sb’s toes 18 

get your act together 6 

not have two pennies to rub together 50 
put our heads together 18 

all told 51 

every Tom, Dick and Harry 5 

like there’s no tomorrow 52 

get your tongue round sth 18 
hold / bite your tongue 18 
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too clever by half 49 

too much information! 8 

at the top of the ladder 29 

be torn 45 

war-torn country 39 

argue the toss 38 

touch base 31 

lose your touch 37 

the Midas touch 20 

tough it out 42 

tow the line 38 

be a tower of strength 26 

an ivory tower 22 

go out on the town 34 

track record 29 

back on track 16 

have a one-track mind 57 

on track 23 

do a roaring trade 29 

gravy train 33 

a death trap 56 

fall into the trap of 59 

tread on sb's toes 18 

tread the boards 24 

go down a treat 35 

be barking up the wrong tree 45 
can't see the wood for the trees 37 
You can't teach an old dog new tricks 23 
trim your sails 42 

a Trojan horse 20 

pour oil on troubled waters 45 
teething troubles 18 

lay it on with a trowel 21 

a dream come true 35 

The course of true love never did run smooth. 21 
play your ace / trump card 19 
blow your own trumpet 60 
come up trumps 46 

| wouldn't trust sb as far as | could throw them 44 
truth will out 12 

turn over a new leaf 42 

turn the other cheek 20 

do a U-turn 16 

done to a turn 34 

poacher turned gamekeeper 28 
a page-turner 25 

that's a turn-up for the books 43 
think twice 42 

a twinkle in your father's eye 26 
in the twinkling of an eye 21 
two can play at that game 50 
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two heads are better than one 50 
two sides of the same coin 50 
two's company, three's a crowd. 50 
as thick as two short planks 9 
bring sb down a peg or two 50 
be in two minds 45 

be like a dog with two tails 50 

be like two peas in a pod 50 

be two a penny 50 

be two of a kind 50 

cut both / two ways 50 

have two left feet 50 

It takes two to tango. 11, 50 

not be short of a bob or two 50 
not have two pennies to rub together 50 
put / stick two fingers up at sth 50 
that makes two of us 50 

do a U-turn 16 

in no uncertain terms 52 
uncharted territory / waters 4 
uneasy peace 39 

leave no stone unturned 20 

have the upper hand 53 

upset the apple cart 42 

that makes two of us 50 

Variety is the spice of life. 11 
Nothing ventured, nothing gained. 11 
burst a blood vessel 36 

a Pyrrhic victory 20 

C'est la vie. 13 

a lone voice 45 

grey vote 33 

wade through 25 

wait in the wings 25 

play a / the waiting game 48 

in sb's / sth's wake 14 

in the wake of sb / sth 14 

go to the wall 29 

like nailing jelly to a wall 8 

see the writing on the wall 20 
wax and wane 10 

war-torn country 39 

All’s fair in love and war. 11 

be on the warpath 15 

watch with half an eye 49 

mind / watch your back 57 
water under the bridge 38 

dead in the water 56 

You can lead a horse to water (but you can't make 
him drink). 12 

pour oil on troubled waters 45 


uncharted territory / waters 4 

be on the same wavelength 6 

wax and wane 10 

bluff your way 4 

go back a long way 26 

laugh all the way to the bank 32 
learn the hard way 58 

point the way to 41 

Where there's a will there's a way. 11 
cut both / two ways 50 

go their own ways 60 

wear and tear 10 

wear your heart on your sleeve 54 
weather the storm 14 

a fair-weather friend 26 

on a weekly basis 31 

cry / weep buckets 7 

outstay your welcome 34 

You may well ask! 44 

a wet blanket 26 

double whammy 46 

what is the world coming to? 44 

it does exactly what it says on the tin 8 
Whatever floats your boat! 8 

at / behind the wheel 16 

put your shoulder to the wheel 42 
reinvent the wheel 24 

oil the wheels 24 

set the wheels in motion 24 

when all's said and done 43 

cross that bridge when you come to it 42 
l'll believe it when I see it. 12 

where there's a will there's a way. 11 
put your money where your mouth is 42 
not know whether you're coming or going 34 
the cat's whiskers 17 

black and white 10 

a whizz kid 27 

a whole new ball game 19 

go the whole hog 22 

not the whole picture 41 

give sb / sth a wide berth 14 

wild horses couldn't make me 36 

a wild-goose chase 21 

beyond your wildest dreams 40 
battle of wills 15 

win by a landslide 33 


win hands down 53 

win your spurs 46 

run like the wind 9 

take the wind out of sb's sails 14 
receive a windfall 30 

have a window 31 

clip sb's wings 5 

wait in the wings 24 

the conventional wisdom 41 

It's easy to be wise after the event. 12 
within an inch of your life 55 

a wolf in sheep's clothing 17 

cry wolf 17 

a man / woman of many parts 27 
Hindsight is a wonderful thing. 12 
can't see the wood for the trees 37 
dead wood 56 

pull the wool over sb's eyes 28 
word for word 23 

from the word go 43 

Mum’s the word. 12 

at a loss for words 5 

take the words right out of my mouth 45 
work like a dog 9 

donkey / grunt work 7 

make hard work of 58 

Nice work if you can get it! 44 
throw a spanner in the works 24 

a world of difference 40, 45 

dead to the world 56 

go up in the world 2 

be / live in a dream world 55 

do yourself the world of good 40 
What is the world coming to? 44 

a fate worse than death 56 
worship at the altar / shrine / temple of 30 
not be worth a dime 7 

lick your wounds 2 

see the writing on the wall 20 

be barking up the wrong tree 45 
don't get me wrong 44 

fall into the wrong hands 59 
You're not wrong! 45 

be light years away from sth 24 
take years off sb 40 

catch some z's 7 
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Collins 


Webster's 


easy learning 
EIOS 
VOCABULARY 


The easiest way to accurate 
and effective English 


introduction 


Collins Webster's Easy Learning English Vocabulary is designed for anyone 
who wants to broaden their knowledge of English words in key everyday 
situations. Whether you need English at work, at school or college, or for 
a vacation, Collins Webster's Easy Learning English Vocabulary offers you 


the information you require in a clear and accessible format. 


This book is divided into 50 subject areas. These cover such topics as 
“air travel,” “business,” “food and drink," and “science,” arranged in 
alphabetical order. This arrangement by subject area helps you to learn 
related words and phrases together. In this way, you can always be sure 


of using the right word in the right context. 


Within each topic, vocabulary is divided into nouns, verbs, adjectives, 
adverbs, phrases, and idioms. Each word is defined in relation to the 
topic in question. For example, in "air travel," the meaning that is given 


for the word connection is: 


“a plane that leaves after another one arrives and allows you to 


continue your journey by changing from one to the other." 


In “computers and the internet,” on the other hand, connection is defined 


in terms of its computer-related sense: 


“a link between a computer and a network." 


For each topic, there are plenty of authentic example sentences from the 
Collins corpus. These show you how words and phrases are used in real 


English. 


At the end of the book, there are additional sections on place names and 
people, numbers, measurements, times, and dates. There is also an 


alphabetical index, and a list of irregular verbs. 


We hope that this book will help you to expand your knowledge of 
English vocabulary in a wide range of situations. For more information 


about Collins dictionaries, visit us at www.collinslanguage.com. 


Guide to entries 


air travel 


Each topic is divided 
into word classes. per (BRIT) seeairplane 


These include nouns, [£arkrzeft] a planeora helicopter 
verbs, adjectives, 


adverbs, phrases, irline [earlarn] acompany that carries people or goods 
and idioms. in planes 
"Ar irplane [zarplein] a plane: avehiclewith wings and 

Common British engines that can fly (In British English, 
words are shown. useaeroplane) 

airport [carport] a place where planes come and go, with 
pitts ie barn buildings and services for passengers 
Het [soe Cd eM air-traffic [zar traeftk someone whose job is to organizewhere 
this isshown below controller ^ kantrouler] —planesgo 


the mainform. aisle the long narrow passage between the 


rows of seats on a plane 


[ail] 


The main form of the | 
rdisinbold ] the part of an airport where passengers 
= : get off planes; wait in arrivals 
These symbols show [bze9] acontainerriade of plastic, leather, 
used for carrying things 


you how tosay the 
word. See page vii for 
an explanation of 


[bæg1d3] same as luggage 
faggageclaim  [bzgidzXférm] the placewhereyou collect your 
baggage after your flight; go to baggage 


these. daim (In British English, usebaggage 
- reclaim) 
Minds si sGage reclaim (BRIT) see baggage claim 
relates to the topic. — card (BRIT) - boarding pass 
boarding pass [bordi pes] aticketthat you must show when you get 
Shortphrases show E s p" (In British English, useboarding 
you how the word is 
bureau de change (BRIT) see currency exchange 


used in context. 


Examples from the 


Phrasal verbs and 
otherverb phrases 
are shown at the end 
of each verb section. 


Where a word has 
more than one 


meaning that relates 
tothetopic, each 
meaning is given. 


EXAMPLES 


Most low-cost airlines do not serve food. 

We checked in early and walked around the airport. 

Please do not leave bags in the aisle. 

Thepolice said the incident occurred last weekend in arrivals at Terminal 3. 


check in 
check something in 
delay [danen 
depart (dipart] 
fly (flai] 
ck hardzæk] 
me os lend] 


search (sartf] 


take off 


totelltheperson atan airport desk that 
you have arrived 

togiveyourluggageto the person at an 

airport desk; check inluggage 

to make something later than expected; 
Theflight is delayed. 

toleave 


1 totravel somewhere in an aircraft 

2 when a pilot flies a plane, they make it 
move through the air 

toillegally take control of a plane 


1whena plane lands, it comes down tothe 
ground after moving through the air 

2 whenapilot lands a plane, it comes 
downtothe ground after moving through 
theair 


to look carefully in a place for something; 
search someone's luggage 

when an aircraft takes off, it leaves the 
ground and starts to fly 


pronunciation guide 


IPA Symbols 

Vowel Sounds 

a calm, ah 

æ act, mass 

al dive, cry 

ao out, down 

£ met, lend, pen 
el say, weight 
I fit, win 

i feed, me 

D lot, spot 

OU note, coat 

2 claw, more 
9I boy, joint 

U could, stood 


u you, use 


A fund, must 


9 the first vowel in about 
i second vowel in very 

u second vowel in actual 
Notes 


Stress is shown by a line below the stressed syllable. For example, in the 


word accomplish, /akomplif/, the second syllable is stressed. 


Consonant Sounds 

b bed, rub 

d done, red 

f fit, if 

8g good, dog 

h hat, horse 

k king, pick 

l lip, bill 

ə] handle, panel 
m mat, ram 

n not, tin 

ən hidden, written 


p pay, lip 


run, read 
soon, bus 
talk, bet 

van, love 
win, wool 
loch 

yellow, you 
zoo, buzz 
ship, wish 
measure, leisure 
sing, working 
cheap, witch 
thin, myth 
then, bathe 


joy, bridge 


NOUNS 


aeroplane 
(BRIT) 


aircraft (L) 
aircraft 


airline 


airplane 


airport 


air-traffic 


controller 


aisle 


arrivals 


air travel 


[zorkraeft] 


[zorlamn] 


[earplem] 


[sarport] 


[sor traefik 


kontroulor] 


[ail] 


[oraivelz] 


see airplane 


a plane or a helicopter 


a company that carries people or 


goods in planes 


a plane: a vehicle with wings and 
engines that can fly (In British 
English, 

use aeroplane) 

a place where planes come and go, 


with buildings and services for 


passengers 


someone whose job is to organize 


where planes go 


the long narrow passage between 


the rows of seats on a plane 


the part of an airport where 


passengers get off planes; wait in 


bag [beg] 


baggage [baegid;] 


baggage claim [bægıdz klemm] 


baggage 
reclaim (BRIT) 


boarding card 
(BRIT) 


boarding pass — [bordi pæf] 


bureau de 
change (BRIT) 


EXAMPLES 


Most low-cost airlines do not serve food. 


arrivals 


a container made of plastic, 
leather, or cloth used for carrying 


things 
same as luggage 


the place where you collect your 
baggage after your flight; go to 
baggage claim (In British English, use 


baggage reclaim) 


see baggage claim 


see boarding pass 


a ticket that you must show when 
you get on a plane (In British 
English, use boarding card) 


see currency exchange 


We checked in early and walked around the airport. 


Please do not leave bags in the aisle. 


The police said the incident occurred last weekend in arrivals at Terminal 3. 


business class — [biznis klaes] 


cabin [kaebin] 

cabin crew [kaebin kru] 
captain [kaeptin] 
cargo hold [kargou hould] 


car hire (BRIT) 


car rental [kar rentel] 
carry-on [keri pn lagid3] 
luggage 

checked [tfekt lagid3] 


seats that are cheaper than first 
class but more expensive than 


economy class; in business class 


the part of a plane where people 
sit 
the people whose job is to look 


after passengers on a plane; The 


cabin crew were very nice. 


the person who is in charge of a 


plane 


the place in a plane where goods 
or luggage are stored (In British 
English, use hold) 


see car rental 


paying money to borrow a car, for 
example when you are going on 
holiday (In British English, use car 
hire) 


the bags that you take with you in 
the cabin, rather than your 
checked bags; lots of carry-on 
luggage (In British English, use hand 
luggage) 


the bags that you have stored in 


luggage the cargo hold of the aircraft, 


rather than your carry-on bags 


check-in [tfek mn] the desk that you go to in an 
airport to say that you have 


arrived; Go to check-in at once. 


connection [konekfen] a plane that leaves after another 
one arrives and allows you to 
continue your journey by changing 


from one to the other 


EXAMPLES 


We had seats in business class on the flight from London to Los Angeles. 

Ask cabin crew or see leaflet for details. 

This piece of luggage will have to go in the cargo hold. 

The price includes flights, car rental, and accommodation. 

How many pieces of carry-on luggage can I take on the plane? 

The airline will transport a bicycle for free if it’s counted as one of your pieces of checked 


luggage. 


We got to the airport and went straight to check-in. 


My flight was late and I missed my connection. 


customs [kastomz] the place at an airport where you 
have to show certain goods that 
you have bought in another 
country, and, if necessary, pay tax 


on them 


customs duty 


currency 


exchange 


departures 


duration 


economy class 


emergency exit 


entrance 


escalator 


e-ticket 


exit 


[kAstomz duti] 


[ksronsi 


ikstfernd3] 


[dipartfoz] 


[duererj?n] 


[ikpnomi klæf] 


[imsrdzensi 


egzit, eksit] 


[entronf] 


[eskoleltor] 


[i trkit] 


[egzit, eksit] 


tax that you pay when bringing 
certain goods into a country from 


another country 


an office where you can buy and 
sell different currencies (In British 


English, use bureau de change) 


the part of an airport where you 
wait before you get on a plane; He 


was standing in departures. 


the length of time that something 


lasts 


the cheapest seats on a plane; in 


economy (class) 


a place where you leave a plane if 
there is an emergency, such as a 


crash or a fire 


the door or gate where you go into 


a place 
a set of moving stairs 


short for “electronic ticket”: a 
ticket that is stored on a computer 


rather than on paper 


the door that you use to leave a 


public building 


fare [fear] the money that you pay for a 


journey in a plane 
first class [farst klaes] the best and most expensive seats 
on a plane; in first class 


flight [flait] a trip in an aircraft 


EXAMPLES 


We walked through customs. 
You must pay customs duty on these goods. 


Please go to departures. 


You must keep your mobile phone switched off for the duration of the flight. 


Margarita sat in economy class on the flight to Bucharest. 
Take the escalator to the second floor. 
Our flight was delayed by three hours because of fog. 


There were no direct flights to San Francisco, so we had to change planes in Chicago. 


flight attendant [flat otendont] a person whose job it is to look 
after passengers on a plane and to 


give them food and drink 


flight number [flat namber] the unique number that is given to 
each flight 


gate [gert] a place where you leave an airport 


and get on a plane 


hand luggage see carry-on luggage 
(BRIT) 


helicopter [helikoptor] an aircraft with long blades on top 


that go around very fast 
hold (BRIT) see cargo hold 


ID card [ar di kard] a card with your name, date of 
birth, and photograph on it that 


shows who you are 


information [informerj?n a place where you can ask for 
desk desk] information about your flight 
jet lag [dzet leg] the feeling of being very tired 


when you fly between two places 


where the time is different; 
suffering from jet lag 
jumbo jet [dgambou det] a large plane that can carry 


several hundred passengers 


landing [landin] the act of bringing a plane back 
down on to the ground; a smooth 


landing; a bumpy landing 


layover [leroover] a short stay in a place between 
parts of a journey (In British 


English, use stopover) 


luggage [lAgid] the bags that you take with you 


when you travel; lots of luggage 


luggage label [lagıd3 leibel] a piece of plastic with your name, 


address, and phone number that 
you attach to your luggage in case 


it gets lost 


EXAMPLES 


I asked the flight attendant for a glass of water. 

He is on flight number 776 from Beijing. 

I had terrible jet lag for three days after my vacation. 

We made a layover in Bangkok to break up the journey between London and Brisbane. 


How many pieces of luggage are you checking in? 


Why does Ingrid need so much luggage for a short stay? 


parachute [paerefut] a large piece of thin material that 
a person attaches to their body 
when they jump from an aircraft 
to help them float safely to the 


ground 


passenger [paesmindzoer] a person who is traveling in a 
plane, but who is not flying it or 


working on it 


passport [passport] an official document that you have 
to show when you enter or leave a 


country 
pilot [pailot] a person who controls an aircraft 


plane [plein] a vehicle with wings and engines 


plane crash 


propeller 


reservation 


runway 


seat 


seat belt 


security 


stopover (BRIT) 


suitcase 


[plein kræf] 


[prepeler] 


[rezorverfen] 


[ranwer] 


[sit] 


[sit belt] 


[sikyueriti] 


[sutkers] 


that can fly 


an accident in which a plane hits 


another plane or hits the ground 


a part of an aircraft that turns 
around very fast and makes the 


aircraft move 


a seat on a flight that an airline 


keeps ready for you 


a long road that a plane travels on 


before it starts flying 
something that you can sit on 


a long belt that you fasten around 
your body to keep you safe when 


you are on a plane 


1 everything that is done to 
protect a place; Security has been 
increased. 

2 the place in an airport where 
your bags are checked; go through 


security 
see layover 


a case for carrying your clothes 


when you are traveling 


take-off [terk of] the beginning of a flight, when a 
plane leaves the ground; a smooth 
take-off 


EXAMPLES 


Could I see your passport and boarding pass, please? 
You are in seat 35C. 


Please fasten your seat belts during take-off and landing. 


World leaders have announced plans to tighten up airline security. 


What time is take-off? 


terminal [tarmrnel] a place where people begin or end 
a flight 
ticket [tikrt] a small piece of paper that shows 


that you have paid for a flight 


timetable [tarmterbel] a list of the times when planes 


arrive and depart 


tourist [tuarist] a person who is visiting a place on 


vacation 
travel agency — [trav?l erdzənsi] a business that sells vacations 


traveler [traevolor] 1 a person who is on a trip 
2 a person who travels a lot (In 


British English, use traveller) 


traveller (BRIT) see traveler 


tray table [trer terbel] a small table that is attached to 
the back of the seat in front of you 


on a plane 


trip [trip] a journey that you make to a 


particular place and back again 


trolley [troli] a large container with wheels that 
you use at an airport for moving 
heavy luggage 

window [wındou] a space in the side of a plane that 


you can see through 


wing [wr] one of the long flat parts at the 
side of a plane that support it 
while it is flying 


VERBS 

board [bord] to get into a plane to travel 
somewhere 

book [buk] to arrange and pay for a flight; 
book a ticket; book a flight 

cancel [kaensel] to say that something that has 


been planned will not happen; 


cancel a flight 


EXAMPLES 


We left the airport terminal and looked for the taxi rank. 


Terminal 1 will handle Air Canada's domestic flights. 


I'm taking a short trip to France. 


I pushed my luggage trolley toward the *Nothing to Declare" sign. 


Can I have a window seat, please? 


I boarded the plane to Dubai. 


British Airways canceled several flights because of the bad weather. 


check in 


check 


something in 


delay 


depart 


fly 


hijack 


land 


[diler] 


[dipart] 
[flar] 


[hardzæk] 


[land] 


to tell the person at an airport 


desk that you have arrived 


to give your luggage to the person 


at an airport desk; check in luggage 


to make something later than 


expected; The flight is delayed. 
to leave 


1 to travel somewhere in an 
aircraft 
2 when a pilot flies a plane, they 


make it move through the air 
to illegally take control of a plane 


1 when a plane lands, it comes 
down to the ground after moving 
through the air 

2 when a pilot lands a plane, it 


comes down to the ground after 


search [ssrtf] 

take off 

ADJECTIVES 

airsick [earsik | 
direct (direkt, dar-] 
domestic [domestik] 
duty-free [dutifri] 


EXAMPLES 


moving through the air 


to look carefully in a place for 


something; search someone's 
luggage 


when an aircraft takes off, it 


leaves the ground and starts to fly 


feeling sick during a flight because 


of the movement of the plane 


used to describe a flight that goes 


from one place to another without 
stopping 


used to describe flights between 


airports in the same country 


duty-free goods are sold at airports 
or on planes at a cheaper price 
than usual because they are not 
taxed; duty-free perfume 


Flight BA201 will depart from gate 21 in 30 minutes. 


We are flying over London. 


The Boeing 737 was hijacked after taking off from London yesterday. 


The plane took off twenty minutes late. 


international _[internefanel] ^ used to describe flights between 


airports in different countries 


on time [pn tarm] not late or early; at the expected 


time; The flight is on time. 


ADVERBS 

on board [pn bord] on an aircraft 

on time [pn tarm] not late or early; at the expected 
time; arrive on time 

PHRASE 

nothing to used to describe the area of 

declare customs that you walk through if 


you do not have to pay customs 


duty on any goods 


EXAMPLE 


The plane landed on time, at eleven thirty. 


NOUNS 


ANIMALS 


animal 


ant 


bat 


bear 


bee 


bird 


bull 


the animal world 


[aenimel] 


[dent] 


[beet] 


[bear] 


[bi] 


[bsrd] 


[bul] 


1 acreature such as a dog or a cat, 
but not a bird, fish, insect, or 
human 

2 any living creature, including a 


human 
a small crawling insect that lives 
in large groups 


a small animal, like a mouse with 
wings, that sleeps upside down 
during the day and comes out to 


fly at night 


a large, strong wild animal with 


thick fur and sharp claws 


a yellow and black striped flying 
insect that makes a sweet food 


(called honey) and can sting you 
an animal with feathers and wings 


1 a male animal of the cow family 


butterfly 


calf (rL) calves 


camel 


cat 


caterpillar 


cockroach 


cod 


COW 


crab 


crocodile 


[batorflar] 


[keef] 
[kevz] 


[kaemel] 


[ket] 


[kzetorpilor] 


[kpkrootf] 


[kod] 


[kau] 


[kræb] 


[krpkodail] 


2 a male animal of some other 
animal families, such as elephants 


and whales 
an insect with large colored wings 


a young cow 


an animal with one or two large 


lumps on its back 


a small animal covered with fur, 
that people in some countries keep 


as a pet 


a small animal with a long body, 


that develops into a butterfly 


a large brown insect that likes to 


live in places where food is kept 
a large fish with white flesh 


a large female animal that is kept 


on farms for its milk 


a sea animal with a shell and ten 


legs. Crabs usually move sideways. 


a large animal with a long body, a 
long mouth, and sharp teeth. 


Crocodiles live in rivers in hot 


deer (r1) deer 


dog 


donkey 


duck 


eagle 


eel 


elephant 


fish (rı) fish 


fly 


fox 


[dər] 


[dəg] 


[dppki] 


[dAk] 


[igel] 


[il] 


[elifont] 


[£1] 


[flar] 


[foks] 


countries. 


a large wild animal that eats grass 
and leaves. Male deer usually have 
antlers (= large horns that look 


like branches). 


an animal that people in some 
countries keep as a pet, or use to 


guard buildings 


an animal like a small horse with 


long ears 
a bird that lives near water 


a large bird that eats small 


animals 


a long, thin fish that looks like a 


snake 


a very large grey animal with a 


long nose called a trunk 


an animal that lives and swims in 


water, that people eat as food 
a small insect with two wings 


a wild animal that looks like a 
dog, and has red fur and a thick 


tail 


frog [frog] a small animal with smooth skin, 
big eyes, and long back legs that it 
uses for jumping. Frogs live in or 


near water. 


giraffe [dziref] a large African animal with a very 
long neck, long legs, and dark 


spots on its body 


goat [gout] an animal that has horns, and 


hairs on its chin that look like a 


beard 
goose (r1) geese [gus] a large bird like a duck with a 
[gif] long neck 
grasshopper [graeshpper] an insect that jumps high into the 
air and makes a sound with its 
long back legs 
hedgehog [hedzhog] a small brown animal with sharp 


points covering its back 


hen [hen] a female chicken 


EXAMPLE 


Where did you catch the fish? 


hippopotamus [hipepptomas] a very large animal with short 


(pL) 

hippopotamuses, [hrpopptomar] 
hippopotami 

horse [hors] 
insect [insekt] 
jellyfish(».) [dselifrf] 
jellyfish 

kangaroo [kengoru] 
kitten [kirten] 
ladybird [lerdibsrd] 
lamb [lam] 
lion [laron] 
lizard [Irzord] 


legs and thick skin, that lives in 


and near rivers 


a large animal that people can 


ride 


a very small animal that has six 


legs. Most insects have wings. 


a sea animal that has a clear soft 


body and that can sting you 


a large Australian animal. A 
female kangaroo carries her baby 
in a pocket (called a pouch) on 


her stomach. 
a very young cat 


a small round insect that is red or 


yellow with black spots 
a young sheep 


a large wild cat that lives in 
Africa. Lions have yellow fur, and 
male lions have manes (= long 


hair on their head and neck). 


a small animal with a long tail 


and rough skin 


lobster 


mammal 


mole 


monkey 


mosquito 


moth 


mouse (rL) mice 


octopus 
(pL) octopuses, 


octopi 
ostrich 


owl 


oyster 


panda 


[Ipbstor] 


[maemel] 


[moul] 


[manki] 


[məskitou] 


[m20] 


[maus] 


[mars] 


[pktapas] 


[pktapas] 
[ostritf] 


[aul] 


[orstor] 


[panda] 


a sea animal that has a hard shell 


and eight legs 


an animal that feeds its babies 
with milk 


a small animal with black fur, 


that lives under the ground 


an animal that has a long tail and 


can climb trees 


a small flying insect that bites 


people and animals 


an insect that has large wings and 


is attracted by lights at night 


a small animal with a long tail 


a soft sea animal with eight long 


arms 


a very large bird that cannot fly 


a bird with large eyes that is 


active at night 


a large flat shellfish that people 


often eat raw 


a large animal from China with 


parrot 


penguin 


pet 


pig 


pony 
puppy 


rabbit 


rat 


rhinoceros (r1) 
rhinoceroses, 
rhinoceros, 


rhinoceri 


salmon(».) 


salmon 


[prot] 


[pengwin] 


[pet] 


[pig] 


[pouni] 


[pApi] 


[reebit] 


[ret] 


[rainpsoras | 


[rampsorar] 


[saemon] 


black and white fur 
a tropical bird with a curved beak 
and very bright feathers 


a black and white bird that lives 
in very cold places, that can swim 


but cannot fly 


an animal that you keep in your 


home 


a farm animal with a fat body 
and short legs, that is kept for its 


meat 
a small or young horse 
a young dog 


a small animal that has long ears 


and lives in a hole in the ground 


an animal that has a long tail and 


looks like a large mouse 


a large animal from Asia or 


Africa with a horn on its nose 


a large fish with silver skin and 
pink flesh 


seagull [sigAl] 
seal [sil] 
shark [fark] 


shellfish (r1) [felfif] 
shellfish 


EXAMPLES 


We don't have any pets. 


a common type of bird with 
white or grey feathers, that lives 


near the sea 


a large animal with a rounded 
body and short fur, that eats fish 


and lives near the sea 


a very large fish that often has 
very sharp teeth and may attack 


people 


a small sea creature with a shell 


snail [sneil] 

snake [snerk] 
species (rL) [spifi3] 
species 


spider [spardər] 


a small animal with a long soft 
body, no legs, and a round shell 


on its back 


a long, thin animal with no legs, 


that slides along the ground 


a related group of plants or 
animals; a species of fish; an 


endangered species 


a small animal with eight legs 


squid 


squirrel 
stag (rL) stag, 
stags 


swan 


tadpole 


tiger 


toad 


tortoise 


turkey 


wasp 


[skwid] 


[skwarol] 


[steeg] 


[swpn] 


[tædpoul] 


[targər] 


[toud] 


[tərtəf] 


[tsrki] 


[wpsp] 


a sea animal that has a long soft 
body and many soft arms (called 


tentacles) 


a small animal with a long thick 


tail, that lives mainly in trees 


an adult male deer 


a large white bird with a very long 


neck, that lives on rivers and lakes 


a small water animal that looks 
like a black fish, and that develops 


into a frog or a toad 


a large wild animal of the cat 
family. Tigers are orange with 


black stripes. 


a small brown or green animal 


with long legs, that lives in water 


an animal with a shell on its back, 


that moves very slowly 


a large bird that is kept on a farm 


for its meat 


an insect with wings, and yellow 


and black stripes across its body. 


whale [weil] 


wolf (»:) wolves [wolf] 


[wulv3] 
worm [warm] 
zebra [zibra] 


PARTS OF ANIMALS 


antenna [æntenə] 


(pL) antennae, 


antennas [æntenar] 
antler [zentlor] 
beak [bik] 
claw [klə] 


coat [kout] 


Wasps can sting people. 


a very large mammal that lives in 


the sea 


a wild animal that looks like a 


large dog 


a small animal with a long, thin 


body, no bones and no legs 


a wild horse with black and white 


stripes, that lives in Africa 


one of the two long, thin parts 
attached to the head of an insect, 


that it uses to feel things with 


one of the two horns that are 
shaped like branches on the head 


of a male deer 


the hard, pointed part of a bird's 


mouth 


the thin, hard, pointed part at the 
end of the foot of a bird or an 


animal 


an animal’s fur or hair 


feather 


fur 


hair 


hoof (r1) hooves 


horn 


mane 


paw 


shell 


snout 


tail 


trunk 


[fedor] 


[far] 


[hear] 


[huf, huf] 


[hovz, huvz] 


[horn] 


[mem] 


[po] 


[Jel] 


[snaut] 


[teil] 


[trank] 


one of the light soft things that 


cover a bird’s body 


the thick hair that grows on the 


bodies of many animals 


the short threads that grow on the 


bodies of many animals 


one of the hard parts of the feet of 
horses, cows and some other 


animals 


one of the hard pointed things that 


grow from an animal’s head 


the long, thick hair that grows 


from the neck of some animals 


the foot of an animal such as a cat, 


a dog, or a bear 


the hard part that covers the back 
of an animal such as a snail or a 
tortoise, and protects it 

the long nose of an animal such as 
a pig 

the long thin part at the end of an 


animal’s body 


the long nose of an elephant 


EXAMPLES 


Cat hair makes me sneeze. 


He heard the sound of horses’ hooves behind him. 


The kitten was black, with white paws. 


tusk [task] a very long, curved, pointed tooth 
that grows beside the mouth of an 


elephant 


wing [wip] one of the two parts of the body of 
a bird or an insect, that it uses for 


flying 


PLACES WHERE ANIMALS ARE FOUND 


aquarium [oakweosriom] 1 a building where fish and sea 
animals are kept and people can 
go to look at them 
2 a glass box filled with water, in 


which people keep fish as pets 


cage [kerd5] a structure made of metal bars 


where you keep birds or animals 


field [fild] a piece of land where animals are 
kept 
kennel [kenel] a small house for a dog 


nest [nest] the place where a bird, a small 


web [web] 
ZOO [zu] 
OTHER ANIMAL NOUNS 
bite [bart] 
collar [kplor] 
egg [eg] 
sting [sti] 
trap [traep] 


animal, or an insect keeps its eggs 


or its babies; build a nest 


the thin net that a spider makes in 


order to catch insects 


a park where animals are kept and 


people can go to look at them 


a painful mark on your body 
where an animal, a snake, or an 


insect has bitten you 


a band of leather or plastic that 
you can put around the neck of a 


dog or a cat 


a round object that contains a 
baby bird, insect, snake, or fish; 


lay an egg 


a painful mark on your body 


where an insect has stung you 


a piece of equipment for catching 


animals 


EXAMPLES 


A canary was singing in a cage. 


How do you treat a wasp sting? 
The rabbit was caught in a trap. 
VERBS 


NOISES ANIMALS MAKE 


baa [ba] when a sheep baas, it makes its 
typical sound 
bark [bark] when a dog barks, it makes its 


typical short, loud sound 


buzz [baz] when a bee or another insect 
buzzes, it makes its typical rough 


continuous sound 


growl [graul] when a dog or another animal 
growls, it makes a low sound in its 


throat, usually because it is angry 


hiss [hif] when an animal such as a snake or 
a cat hisses, it makes a sound like 


a long "s" 


meow [miau] when a cat meows, it makes its 
typical sound (In British English, 


use miaow) 
miaow (BRIT) see meow 


moo [mu] when a cow moos, it makes its 


neigh [ner] 
purr [par] 
quack [kwaek] 
roar [ror] 
snort [snort] 


WAYS IN WHICH ANIMALS MOVE 


crawl [krol] 


EXAMPLES 


Our dog always barks at the postman. 


Bees buzzed in the flowers. 


The cat sat on the sofa, purring happily. 


fly [flar] 


typical long, low sound 


when a horse neighs, it makes its 


typical loud sound 


when a cat purrs, it makes a low 


sound with its throat because it is 


happy 


when a duck quacks, it makes its 


typical sound 


when a lion roars, it makes its 


typical loud sound 


when an animal snorts, it breathes 


air noisily out through its nose 


when an insect or animal crawls 
somewhere, it moves there very 


slowly 


when a bird or an insect flies, it 


gallop [gaelop] 
hop [hop] 
roam [roum] 
slither [slidar] 
swim [swim] 
trot [trpt] 
wag [weg] 
OTHER ANIMAL VERBS 
bite [bart] 


moves through the air 


when a horse gallops, it runs very 
fast so that all four legs are off the 


ground at the same time 


when a bird or an animal hops, it 
moves by jumping on both of its 


feet or all four of its feet together 


when an animal roams, it moves 


freely around an area 


when a snake slithers, it moves 
along the ground, sliding from 


side to side 


when a fish swims, it moves 


through water 


when an animal such as a horse 
trots, it moves fairly fast, taking 


quick small steps 


when a dog wags its tail, it moves 


it from side to side 


if a snake or an insect bites you, it 
makes a mark or a hole in your 


skin with a sharp part of its body 


feed [fid] 

graze [grerz] 
hibernate [haibornert] 
hunt [hant] 


EXAMPLES 


The bird flew away as I came near. 


The horse trotted around the field. 


sting [stir] 
ADJECTIVES 
stray [strer] 


1 when you feed an animal, you 
give it food to eat 
2 when an animal feeds, it eats or 


drinks something 


when an animal grazes, it eats the 
grass or other plants that are 


growing in a particular place 


when an animal hibernates, it 
spends the winter in a state like a 


deep sleep 


to chase and kill wild animals for 


food or as a sport 


if an insect stings you, a pointed 
part of it is pushed into your skin 


so that you feel a sharp pain 


far away from home, or not having 


a home; a stray dog 


tame [term] not afraid of humans 


wild [warld] living in nature, and not taken 


care of by people; a wild animal 


EXAMPLES 


The deer never became tame; they ran away if you went near them. 


NOUNS 


art 


art gallery 


artist 


background 


brush 


camera 


canvas 


art and photography 


[art] 


[art gaelori] 


[artist] 


[bekgraund] 


[braf] 


[kæmrə] 


[kænvəf] 


1 pictures or objects that are 
created for people to look at; an 
art gallery 

2 the activity of creating pictures 
or objects for people to look at; an 


art class 


a place where people go to look at 


art 


someone who draws, paints, or 


creates works of art 


the part of a picture that is behind 


the main things or people in it 


an object with a lot of bristles or 
hairs attached to it, that you use 


for painting 


a piece of equipment for taking 


photographs or making films 


a piece of strong, heavy material 


that you paint on 


clay [kler] a type of earth that is used for 
making things such as pots and 


bricks; a clay pot 


collage [kola5] a picture that you make by 
sticking pieces of paper or cloth on 
a surface 

design [drzam] 1 the process of planning and 


drawing things; studying design 

2 a drawing that shows how 
something should be built or 
made; drawing a design 

3 a pattern of lines or shapes that 
is used for decorating something; a 


floral design 


designer [dizamor] a person whose job is to design 


things; a fashion designer 


digital camera = [didzitsl] kemroa] a camera that produces digital 
pictures that can be stored on a 


computer 


easel [izel] a stand that supports a picture 


while an artist is working on it 


EXAMPLES 


He studied art and design. 


I looked at the man in the background of the photograph. 


My brother has a talent for design. 


The tablecloths come in three different designs. 


exhibition [£ksibif?n] a public event where you can see 


art or interesting objects 


foreground [forgraund] the part of a picture that seems 


nearest to you 


frame [frerm] the wood, metal, or plastic border 


around a picture or photograph 


graphics [graefikf] drawings, pictures, or symbols, 
especially when they are produced 


by a computer 


illustration [1lastre1fen] a picture, design, or diagram in a 
book 
landscape [laendskerp] a painting that shows a scene in 


the countryside 


logo [lougou] a special design that an 
organization puts on all its 


products; a corporate logo 
oil paint [21] pert] a thick paint that artists use 


oil painting [orl pemtin] a picture that has been painted 


using oil paints 


paint [peint] a colored liquid that you put onto 


a surface with a brush 
painter [perntor] an artist who paints pictures 
painting [peintin ] 1 a picture that someone has 
painted; a famous painting 
2 the activity of painting pictures; 
I enjoy painting. 
pattern [paetern] an arrangement of lines or shapes 


that form a design 


photograph [foutogref] a picture that you take with a 


camera; take a photograph 


photographer  [fotpgrofor] someone who takes photographs 
photography [fotpgrofi] the skill or process of producing 
photographs 


EXAMPLES 


The game's graphics are very good, so you can see things clearly. 


He is very good at painting flowers. 


The carpet had a pattern of light and dark stripes. 


picture [piktfor] 1 a drawing or painting; paint a 
picture 
2 a photograph; take a picture 


portrait [portrit, -trett] ^ a painting, drawing, or 


photograph of a particular person 


poster 


pottery 


primary color 


primary colour 
(BRIT) 


sculptor 


sculpture 


sketch 


statue 


still life 


[poustor ] 


[pptori] 


[prarmeri kalor, - 


mori] 


[skAlptor] 


[skAlptfor] 


[sketf] 


[stætfu] 


[stil larf] 


a large picture that you stick on a 


wall 


the activity of making pots, dishes, 
and other objects from clay; 


pottery classes 


one of the three colors (red, 
yellow, and blue) that you can mix 
together to produce other colors 
(In British English, use primary 


colour) 


see primary color 


an artist who makes works of art 


out of stone, metal, or wood 


1 a piece of art that is made into a 
shape from a material like stone or 
wood 

2 the art of creating sculptures 


from materials like stone or wood 


a drawing that you do quickly, 


without a lot of details 


a large model of a person or an 


animal, made of stone or metal 


1 a painting or drawing of an 


arrangement of objects such as 
flowers or fruit 

2 the type of painting or drawing 
that shows an arrangement of 


objects such as flowers or fruit 


watercolor [woterkalor] 1 a coloured paint that is mixed 
with water and used for painting 
pictures 
2 a picture that has been painted 
with watercolors (In British English, 


use watercolour) 


watercolour see watercolor 
(BRIT) 


EXAMPLES 


She drew a picture with a piece of colored chalk. 


Paul did a quick sketch in pencil. 


VERBS 

design [dizarm] to make a detailed plan or 
drawing that shows how 
something should be made 

draw [dro] to use a pencil or a pen to make a 


picture 


frame [frerm] to put a picture or photograph in a 


frame; a framed photograph 
paint [pent] to produce a picture using paint 


sketch [sketf] to make a quick drawing, without 


a lot of details 


EXAMPLES 


Monet painted hundreds of pictures of water lilies. 


NOUNS 


back light 
(BRIT) 


bell 


bicycle 


bike 


bike lane 


bike path 


brake 


[bel] 


[barsrkel] 


[bark] 


[bark lern] 


[bark pae9] 


[brerk] 


bikes 


see tail light 


a metal object on a bicycle that 


makes a ringing sound 


a vehicle with two wheels that you 
ride by sitting on it and using your 


legs to make the wheels turn 


1 a bicycle 


2 a motorcycle 


a section of a road that is marked 
for cyclists to use; stay in the bike 
lane (In British English, use cycle 


lane) 


a special path that cyclists can use 
separately from cars and other 
vehicles; ride on the bike path (In 
British English, use cycle path) 


the part of a bicycle that makes it 


go more slowly or stop; put the 


brakes on 


chain [tfem] a line of connected metal rings 


that turn the wheels of a bicycle 


crossbar [krəsbar] the horizontal bar between the 
handlebars and the saddle of a 


bicycle 

cycle lane see bike lane 

(BRIT) 

cycle path see bike path 

(BRIT) 

cycling [sarklin] the activity of riding a bicycle 

cyclist [sarklist] someone who rides a bicycle 

fall [fol] an occasion when you move 
quickly to the ground by accident; 
have a bad fall 

fender [fendor] a curved piece of metal or plastic 


above a bicycle wheel that 
protects the cyclist from dirt or 


water see mudguard 


EXAMPLES 


“How did you get there?” — “I went by bike.” 


“How did you get here?” — “I came by bike.” 


We rode along the bike path through the forest. 


flat 


flat tire 


flat tire repair 
kit 


flat tyre (BRIT) 


frame 


front light 
(BRIT) 


gears 


handlebars 


head light 


[flaet] 


[flaet taror] 


[flaet taror rrpeor 
kit] 


[fremm] 


[grorz] 


[handelbarz] 


[hed lart] 


a small leak in a tire that has been 
made by a sharp object; have a 
flat; fix a flat (In British English, use 


puncture) 


a tire that has no air in it (In 
British English, use flat tyre) 


the tools and materials you need 
to repair a flat tire (In British 


English, use puncture repair kit) 
see flat tire 


the metal part of a bicycle 
between the wheels, handlebars, 
and saddle 


see head light 


the system of wheels with teeth 
that are driven by a chain on a 
bicycle, making it easier or more 


difficult to pedal 


a curved metal bar with handles at 
each end that you use to steer a 


bicycle 


a white light on the front of a 


bicycle (In British English, use front 


helmet [helmit] 

hub [hab] 

inner tube [mər tub] 
motorcycle [moutorsarkel] 


mountain bike [maunten bark] 


mudguard [madgard] 


padlock [paedlpk] 


EXAMPLES 


On hills, you use low gears. 


Cyclists should always wear helmets. 


pedal [pedel] 


light) 


a hat made of a hard material, that 


you wear to protect your head 
the center of a wheel 


a rubber tube containing air that is 


inside a tire; a spare inner tube 


a large heavy bicycle with an 


engine 


a type of bicycle with a strong 


frame and thick tires 


a curved piece of metal or plastic 
above a bicycle wheel that 
protects the cyclist from dirt or 


water see fender 


a metal lock that you use for 


fastening two things together 


one of the two parts that you push 
with your feet to make a bicycle 


move 


pump [pamp] 


puncture (BRIT) 


puncture repair 


kit (BRIT) 

reflector [riflektor] 
ride [raid] 
saddle [seedel] 
speed [spid] 
spoke [spouk] 
tail light [teil lart] 
tire [taror] 


tyre (BRIT) 


a machine that you use to fill a 


tire with air; a bicycle pump 
see flat 


see flat tire repair kit 


a small piece of special plastic on 
the front or back of a bicycle that 
becomes bright when light shines 


on it 
a journey on a bicycle; go for a ride 
a seat on a bicycle or a motorcycle 


1 how fast something moves or is 
done; increase/decrease your speed 
2 very fast movement or travel; 


travel at speed 


a bar that connects the outer ring 


of a wheel to the center 


a red light on the back of a bicycle 
(In British English, use back light) 


a thick round piece of rubber that 
fits around the wheels of bicycles 
(In British English, use tyre) 


see tire 


valve [vaelv] 


wheel [wil] 
VERBS 
bike [bark] 


EXAMPLES 


My bike's got a flat tire. 


I need a new front/back wheel. 


Every day he biked to work. 


brake change — [brerk] 


gear 


cycle (BRIT) 


pedal [ped?l] 


pump up a tire 


the part of a bicycle pump that 


controls the flow of air 


one of the two large round objects 
on a bicycle that allow it to move 


along the ground 


to ride a bicycle (In British English, 


use cycle) 


to make a vehicle go more slowly 
or stop to make the chain of a 
bicycle move to another gear 


wheel; change into first gear 
see bike 


to push the pedals of a bicycle 
around with your feet to make it 


move; pedal faster/more slowly 


to fill a tire with air (In British 


pump up a tyre 


(BRIT) 

ride [raid] 
signal [signel] 
stop [stop] 
ADJECTIVES 

rusty [rasti] 
shiny [fami] 


EXAMPLES 


Belinda braked suddenly. 


English, use pump up a tyre) 


see pump up a tire 


to sit on a bicycle, control it, and 


travel on it 


to make a movement that tells 
other people which way you 


intend to go; to signal right/left 


to slow down and no longer move 


covered with rust (= a red-brown 
substance that can form on metal 


when it gets wet) 


bright and reflecting light 


When you ride a bike, you exercise all your leg muscles. 


NOUNS 


anchor 


bank 


bay 


beach 


boat 


bridge 


cabin 


canal 


boats, water, and the coast 


[enkor] 


[bænk] 


[ber] 


[bitf] 


[boot] 


[brid3] 


[kaebin ] 


[konzel] 


a heavy object that you drop into 
the water from a boat to stop it 


moving away 


a raised area of ground along the 


edge of a river 


a part of a coast where the land 


goes in and forms a curve 


an area of sand or stones next to a 


lake or the sea; at the beach 

a vehicle that people use to travel 
on water; a fishing boat; a rowing 
boat; a sailing boat; a motor boat 

a structure that is built over a 


river so that people or vehicles can 


cross from one side to the other 
a small room on a boat 


a long narrow river made by 


people for boats to travel along 


canoe 


captain 


cargo 


cliff 


coast 


cruise 


current 


EXAMPLES 


The bay is surrounded by steep cliffs. 


[konu] 


[kaeptin] 


[kargou] 
[klf] 


[koust] 


[kru3] 


[karont] 


We walked along the beach. 


We went there by boat. 


The ship was carrying a cargo of bananas. 


We drove along the coast. 


a small, narrow boat that you 
move through the water using a 
paddle 


the person who is in charge of a 


ship 
the things that a ship is carrying 


a high area of land with a very 


steep side next to the sea 


the land that is next to the sea or 


ocean 
a holiday that you spend on a ship 


a steady flow of water; a strong 


current 


James and his wife went on a cruise around the world. 


The couple were swept away by a strong current. 


deck 


[dek] 


one of the floors of a ship 


dock 


ferry 


fisherman 


harbor 


harbour (BRIT) 


horizon 


island 


jet ski" 


kayak 


lake 


lifebelt (BRIT) 


lifeboat 


[dok] 


[feri] 


[fiformən] 


[harbər] 


[hərarzən] 


[arlənd] 


[d5st ski] 


[karæk] 


[lerk] 


[larfbovt] 


an area of water beside land 
where ships go so that people can 


get on or off them 


a boat that regularly takes people 
or things a short distance across 


water 


a person who catches fish as a job 


or for sport 


an area of water next to the land 
where boats can safely stay (In 
British English, use habour) 


see habor 


the line that appears between the 


sky and the sea; on the horizon 


a piece of land that is completely 


surrounded by water 


a small machine like a motorcycle 


that travels on water 
a covered canoe 


a large area of water with land 


around it 
see life preserver 


a boat that is used for saving 


people who are in danger at sea 


lifeguard [larfgard] a person who works at a beach 
and helps people when they are in 


danger 


life preserver [larf priz3rver] a large ring that you can hold onto 
to stop you from going under 
water (In British English, use 
lifebelt) 


lighthouse [larthaof] a tower that is built near or in the 
sea, with a flashing lamp that 


warns ships of danger 


mouth [mau8] the place where a river goes into 
the sea 

navy [nervi] the people who fight for a country 
at sea 


EXAMPLES 


We went on a luxury ship with five passenger decks. 
The next ferry departs at 7 o'clock. 
The fishing boats left the harbor. 


A small boat appeared on the horizon. 


Her son was in the Navy. 


oar [or] a long pole with one flat end that 


you use for rowing a boat 


ocean 


paddle 


pebble 
pond 


port 


quay 


river 


sail 


sailing 


[oufen] 


[pzedel] 


[pebel] 
[ppnd] 


[port] 


[ki] 


[rrvor] 


[seil] 


[seilm] 


1 one of the five very large areas 
of salt water on the Earth's 
surface; the Indian Ocean 


2 same as sea; The ocean was calm. 


a short pole with two flat ends 
that you use for rowing a small 
boat 


a small, smooth stone 
a small area of water 


1 an area of water next to land 
where ships arrive and leave. It is 
larger than a harbor. 

2 a town by the sea where ships 


arrive and leave 


a long structure built next to water 


where boats can stop 


a long line of water that flows into 


the sea 


a large piece of cloth on a boat, 
that catches the wind and moves 


the boat along 


the activity or sport of sailing 


boats; go sailing 


sailor 


sand 


sea 


seaside 


EXAMPLES 


We swam in the river. 


I live by the sea. 


[serlor] 


[seend] 


[si] 


[sisaid] 


1 someone who works on a ship 
2 someone who sails a boat for 


pleasure 


a powder made of very small 
pieces of stone that you find on 


most beaches 


1 the large area of salty water that 
covers the Earth’s surface; The sea 
was calm. 

2 a large area of salty water that is 
part of an ocean or is surrounded 
by land; the North Sea 


an area that is close to the sea, 
especially where people go for 


their vacations; at the seaside 


Ayr is a seaside town on the west coast of Scotland. 


We spent a day at the seaside. 


seaweed 


shell 


[siwid] 


[Jel] 


a plant that grows in the sea 


the hard part of a small sea 


creature that you find on beaches 


ship 


shore 


speedboat 


stream 


submarine 


surfboard 


swimmer 


swimming 


tide 


[ftp] 


[for] 


[spidbout] 


[strim] 


[sabmerin] 


[ssrfbord] 


[swimor ] 


[swimin] 


[tard] 


a very large boat that carries 


people or goods 


the land along the edge of the sea 


or a lake 


a boat that can go very fast 


because it has a powerful engine 
a small narrow river 


a type of ship that can travel 


below the surface of the sea 


a long narrow board that people 


use for surfing 


1 someone who swims, especially 
for sport or pleasure; He’s a fast 
swimmer. 

2 someone who is swimming; 


There are swimmers in the lake. 


the activity of swimming, 
especially as a sport or for 


pleasure; go swimming 


the change in the level of the sea 
towards the land and away from 
the land that happens twice a day; 
at low/high tide 


voyage [vərd3] a long trip on a boat 


water [water] a clear, thin liquid that has no 
color or taste. It falls from clouds 


as rain. 


wave [werv] a higher part of water on the 
surface of the sea, caused by the 


wind blowing on the water 


yacht [ypt] a large boat with sails or a motor, 


used for racing or for leisure trips 


EXAMPLES 


We walked along the shore. 
I’m going to buy a surfboard and learn to surf. 


They began the long voyage down the river. 


Waves crashed against the rocks. 


VERBS 

board [bord] to get onto a boat in order to 
travel somewhere 

dive [darv] 1 to jump into water with your 


arms and your head going in first 
2 to go under the surface of the 
sea or a lake, using special 


equipment for breathing 


drown 


float 


launch 


navigate 


row 


sail 


sink 


steer 


surf 


swim 


ADJECTIVES 


calm 


[draun] 


[flout] 


[lont] 


[nzevigert | 


[rou] 


[seil] 


[sink] 


[stro] 


[sarf] 


[swim] 


[kam] 


to die under water because you 


cannot breathe 


to stay on the surface of a liquid, 


and not sink 
to put a boat into water 


to find the direction that you need 
to travel in, using a map or the 


sun, for example 


to make a boat move through the 


water by using oars 
to move over water on a boat 


to go below the surface of the 


water 


to control a boat so that it goes in 


the direction that you want 


to ride on big waves using a 


special board 


to move through water by making 
movements with your arms and 


legs 


not moving much; The sea was 


calm. 


coastal [koustel] in the sea or on the land near the 


coast 


EXAMPLES 


We went diving to look at fish. 


Garbage floated on the surface of the river. 
The Titanic was launched in 1911. 

We sailed across the bay. 

The boat hit the rocks and began to sink. 
Do you like swimming? 


Coastal areas were flooded. 


marine [morin] relating to the sea or living in the 


sea; marine animals 


rough [raf] with a lot of waves; The sea was 
rough. 

sandy [rændi] covered with sand 

seasick [ristk] feeling sick on a boat 


EXAMPLES 


Nha Trang has a beautiful sandy beach. 


Do you get seasick? 


body 


NOUNS 


PARTS OF THE BODY 


ankle [aerjkel] the part of your body where your 


foot joins your leg 


arm [arm] one of the two parts of your body 
between your shoulders and your 
hands 


artery [artori] one of the tubes in your body that 
carry blood from your heart to the 


rest of your body 


back [bæk] the part of your body from your 
neck to your waist that is on the 


opposite side to your chest 


blood [blad] the red liquid that flows inside 
your body 

body [bpdi] all your physical parts 

bone [boun] one of the hard white parts inside 
your body 


bottom [botom] the part of your body that you sit 


on 


brain [brem] the organ inside your head that 
controls your body and allows you 


to think and to feel things 


breast [brest] one of the two soft, round parts on 
a woman's chest that can produce 
milk to feed a baby 


calf [kaef] the thick part at the back of your 
(pL) calves [kaevz] leg, 


between your ankle and your knee 


cheek [tfik] one of the two sides of your face 


below your eyes 


chest [tfest] the top part of the front of your 
body 

chin [tfin] the part of your face below your 
mouth 

ear [ror] one of the two parts of your body 


that you hear sounds with 


elbow [elbou] the part in the middle of your arm 


where it bends 


eye [ar] one of the two parts of your body 


that you see with 


EXAMPLES 


“What color are your eyes?" — “I have blue eyes." 


eyebrow 


eyelash 


eyelid 


face 


feature 


finger 


fist 


flesh 


foot 
(rL) feet 


forehead 


[arbrau] 


[arleJ] 


[arlid] 


[fers] 


[fitfor] 


[fingor] 


[fist] 


[flef] 


[fut] 
[fit] 


[forhed, forid] 


one of the two lines of hair that 


grows above your eyes 


one of the hairs that grows on the 


edges of your eyelids 


one of the pieces of skin that 
covers your eyes when they are 


closed 
the front part of your head 


any part of your face, such as your 


eyes, your nose, or your mouth 


one of the long thin parts at the 


end of each hand 


your hand with your fingers closed 


tightly together 


the soft part of your body that is 


between your bones and your skin 


the part of your body that is at the 
end of 


your leg, and that you stand on 


the front part of your head 


between your eyebrows and your 


hair 

fringe (BRIT) see bangs 

hair [hear] 1 the fine threads that grow on 
your head; I have black hair. 


2 the short threads that grow on 
your body; He has hair on his chest. 


hand [hend] the part of your body at the end of 
your arm that you use for holding 
things 

head [hed] the top part of your body that has 


your eyes, mouth, and brain in it 


heart [hart] the part inside your chest that 
makes the blood move around 
your body 

heel [hil] the back part of your foot, just 


below your ankle 


EXAMPLES 


Sarah made a gesture with her fist. 
The doctor felt my forehead to see if it was hot. 


“What color is your hair?" — “I have light brown hair.” 


Your hair looks nice - have you had it cut? 


hip [hip] one of the two areas or bones at 


jaw 


kidney 


knee 


leg 


lips 


liver 


lung 


mouth 


muscle 


[d32] 


[kidni] 


[ni] 


[leg] 


[lips] 


[livər] 


[lan] 


[mau] 


[masel] 


the sides of your body between the 


tops of your legs and your waist 


the top and bottom bones of your 


mouth 


one of the two organs in your 
body that remove waste liquid 


from your blood 


the part in the middle of your leg 


where it bends 


one of the long parts of your body 
that you use for walking and 


standing 


the two soft outer parts at the 


edge of your mouth 


the large organ in your body that 


cleans your blood 


one of the two large organs inside 
your chest that you use for 


breathing 


the part of your face that you use 


for eating or speaking 


one of the parts inside your body 


that connect your bones, and that 


nail [neil] 
neck [nek] 
nose [nous] 
organ [ərgən] 
rib [rib] 
shoulder [fouldor] 


EXAMPLES 


She bites her nails. 


help you to move 


the thin hard part that grows at 
the end of each of your fingers and 


toes 


the part of your body between 
your head and the rest of your 
body 


the part of your face above your 
mouth, that you use for smelling 


and breathing 


a part of your body, for example 
your brain or your heart, that has 


a particular purpose 


one of the 12 pairs of curved 


bones that surround your chest 


one of the two parts of your body 
between your neck and the tops of 


your arms 


shin [fm] 


the front part of your leg between 


your knee and your ankle 


skeleton 


skin 


spine 


stomach 


thigh 


throat 


thumb 


toe 


tongue 


[skeliten] 


[skin] 


[spam] 


[stamok] 


[Oar] 


[Orout] 


[8am] 


all the bones in your body 


the substance that covers the 


outside of your body 
the row of bones down your back 


1 the organ inside your body 
where food goes when you eat it; a 
full stomach 

2 the front part of your body 
below your waist; lie on your 


stomach 


the top part of your leg, above 


your knee 


1 the back of your mouth and 
inside your neck, where you 
swallow 


2 the front part of your neck 


the short thick part on the side of 
your hand next to your four 


fingers 


one of the five parts at the end of 


your foot 


the soft part inside your mouth 


that moves when you speak or eat 


tooth [tue] 


(pL) teeth [tid] 

vein [verm] 

voice [vars | 

waist [werst] 

wrist [rist] 
DESCRIBING PEOPLE 

age [erd 5] 

bangs [baez] 
beard [brord] 
complexion [komplekfen] 


one of the hard white objects in 
your 
mouth, that you use for biting and 


eating 


a thin tube in your body that 


carries blood to your heart 


the sound that comes from your 


mouth when you speak or sing 
the middle part of your body 


the part between your hand and 
your arm that bends when you 


move your hand 


the number of years that you have 


lived 


hair that is cut so that it hangs 
over your forehead: short bangs (In 


British English, use fringe) 


the hair that grows on a man’s 


chin and cheeks 


the natural color of the skin on 


your face; a pale complexion 


expression 


false teeth 


freckles 


fringe (BRIT) 


gesture 


glasses 


hairstyle 


height 


measurement 


[ikspre[?n] 


[fols tið] 


[frekel3] 


[dzestfar] 


[gleesiz] 


[hsarstail | 


[hart] 


[mezormont] 


the way that your face looks at a 
particular moment; a shocked 


expression 


artificial teeth that someone wears 
if they do not have their natural 
teeth 


small light-brown spots on 


someone’s skin 
see bangs 


a movement that you make with a 
part of your body, especially your 
hands, to express emotion or 


information; make a gesture 


two pieces of glass or plastic in a 
frame, that some people wear in 
front of their eyes to help them to 


see better; wear glasses 


the way that your hair is cut or 


arranged; a new hairstyle 


your size from your feet to the top 
of your head; a man of average 
height 


the size around a part of your 


body, that you need to know when 


mole [moul] 
moustache 

(BRIT) 

mustache [mastæf] 
pimple [pimpel] 
scar [skar] 
size [sarz] 
smile [smal] 


you are buying clothes; your 


hip/waist/chest measurement 


a natural dark spot on someone’s 


skin 


see mustache 


the hair that grows between a 
man's nose and mouth (In British 


English, use moustache) 


a small red lump or mark on 
someone's skin (In British English, 


use spot) 


a mark that is left on someone's 
skin after 


a wound gets better 
how big or small something is 


an expression on your face when 
you curve up the corners of your 
mouth because you are happy or 


you think that something is funny; 


give a smile 


EXAMPLES 


He has short red hair and freckles. 


“What size are you?" — "Size ten." 
He was smiling. 


spot (BRIT) see pimple 


tears [trərz] drops of liquid that come from 


your eyes when you cry 
weight [wert] how heavy a person or thing is 


wrinkles [rinkelz] lines that form on your face when 


you grow old 


VERBS 

grow [grou] to gradually become bigger 

look [luk] to seem to have a particular 
quality; He looks sad. 

look like to have a particular appearance; 
What does he look like? 

weigh [wer ] to have a particular weight; She 
weighs 
140 pounds. 


THINGS PEOPLE DO WITH THEIR BODIES 


blow your nose to force air out of your nose in 


order to clear it 


cry [krar] 


fold your arms 


go red 


have your hair 


cut 


EXAMPLES 


I’ve got a big pimple on my nose. 
He had tears in his eyes. 


She has put on weight. 


He has lost weight. 


His face was covered with wrinkles. 


Sara has grown a lot. 


She was crying. 


nod [nod] 


shake hands 


with someone 


to have tears coming from your 


eyes, usually because you are sad 


to put one arm under the other 


and hold them over your chest 


if you go red, your face becomes 


red because you feel embarrassed 


if you have your hair cut, someone 
uses scissors to make your hair 


shorter 


to move your head up and down 


to say “yes” 


to say hello or goodbye to 
someone by holding their right 
hand in your right hand and 


moving it up and down 


shake your 
head 


shrug 


smile 


wave at 


someone 


SENSES 


feel 


[frag] 


[smal] 


[fil] 


to move your head from side to 


side to say “no” 


to move your shoulders up to 
show that you do not know or care 


about something 


to curve up the corners of your 
mouth because you are happy or 


you think that something is funny 


to hold your hand up and wave it 
from side to side in order to say 


hello or goodbye to someone 


1 to experience a particular 
physical feeling; I feel cold. 

2 used for describing the way that 
something seems when you touch 
it or experience it; This room feels 
cold. 

3 to touch something with your 
hand, so that you can find out 
what it is like; feel someone’s 
forehead 

4 to be aware of something 


because you touch it or it touches 


you; feel the wind on your face 


hear [hiar | to become aware of a sound 


through your ears 


see [si] to notice something using your 


eyes 


EXAMPLES 


“Are you okay?” I asked. She nodded and smiled. 
Claude shook hands with David. 


“Did you see Magda?” Anna shook her head. 


I can hear music. 


It's too dark - I can't see anything. 


smell [smel] 1 to have a quality that you notice 
by breathing in through your nose; 
This flower smells sweet. 
2 to notice something when you 
breathe in through your nose; I 


can smell smoke. 


taste [terst] 1 to have a particular flavor that 
you notice when you are eating or 
drinking; This soup tastes delicious. 
2 to notice the flavor of something 
that you are eating or drinking; I 


can taste salt 


touch [tat] 
BODY POSITIONS 
crouch [krautf] 
kneel [nil] 

lie [lar] 

lie down 

sit [sit] 

sit down 

stand [staend] 
stand up 


in this soup. 


to put your hand onto something 


to bend your legs so that you are 


close to the ground 


to bend your legs and rest with 
one or both of your knees on the 


ground 


to be in a flat position, and not 
standing or sitting; lie on the 


ground 


to move your body so that it is flat 
on something, usually when you 


want to sleep or rest 


to have the lower part of your 
body resting on a chair and the 


upper part straight 


to move your body down until you 


are sitting on something 
to be on your feet 


to move so that you are on your 
feet 


stretch [stret] to put your arms or legs out very 


straight 


EXAMPLES 


She reached down and touched her toes. 
I crouched down to stroke the dog. 


John was lying on the sofa. 


Why don't you go upstairs and lie down? 


Tom sat down beside me. 


He yawned and stretched. 


ADJECTIVES 

bald [bold] with no hair, or very little hair, on 
the top of your head 

beautiful [byutifal] very attractive to look at 

big [big] large in size 

blind [blamd] unable to see 

blonde [blond] 1 blonde hair is pale or yellow; 
She has blonde hair. 
2 someone who is blonde has pale 
or yellow hair; She is blonde. 

curly [ksrli] shaped in curves; curly hair 

dark [dark] black or brown; dark hair; dark 


eyes 


deaf 


disabled 


dyed 


fair 


fat 
handsome 


old 


overweight 


pretty 


short 


[def] 


[diserbeld] 


[dard] 


[fear] 


[feet] 
[hensom] 


[ould] 


[ouvorwelt] 


[priti] 
[fort] 


unable to hear anything or unable 


to hear very well 


having an injury or a condition 
that makes it difficult for you to 


move around 


if you have dyed hair, you have 
changed the color of your hair 


using a special substance 


fair hair is pale or yellow; fair skin 


is very pale 
weighing too much 
having an attractive face 


1 having lived for many years; not 
young; an old man 
2 used for talking or asking about 


someone's age; six years old 


weighing more than is healthy or 


attractive 
attractive and pleasant 


not tall 


EXAMPLES 


She was a beautiful woman with fine features. 


“How old are you?" - “I’m 34.” 


“What does she look like?" — “She is short, and has curly blonde hair.” 


skinny [skini] extremely thin or too thin 

slim [slim] thin in an attractive way 

small [smal] not large in size or amount 

straight [strert] not bending or curving; straight 
hair 

tall [tol] 1 of a greater height than other 


people; a tall woman 
2 used when you are asking or 
talking about someone’s height; 


How tall are you? 


thin [0n] having no extra fat on your body 
ugly [Agli] very unpleasant to look at 
young [yan] not having lived for very long 


EXAMPLES 


A slim young girl was standing in the middle of the room. 


He is taller than you. 


She is 5 feet 4 inches tall. 


He was a tall, thin man with a grey beard. 


NOUNS 


accounts 


ad 


advert (BRIT) 


advertising 


agent 


AGM 


business 


[okaunts] 


[aed] 


[ddvortarzir] 


[eid zont] 


[er d si zm] 


records of all the money that a 


business receives and spends 


information that tells you about 
something such as a product, an 
event, or a job (In British English, 


use advert) 
see ad 


the business of creating 
information that tells people about 
a product in order to persuade 
them to buy it; an advertising 


campaign; an advertising agency 


someone whose job is to do 
business for another person or 


company 


short for “annual general 
meeting”: 
a meeting that a company has 


once a year to discuss the previous 


year's activities and accounts 


boom [bum] an increase in the number of 
things that people are buying; an 


economic boom; a boom in tourism 


brand [brand] a product that has its own name 
and is made by a particular 


company 


budget [bAd7it] the amount of money that you 


have available to spend 


EXAMPLES 


I work in advertising. 


You are buying direct, rather than through an agent. 


What is your favorite brand of coffee? 


Our company does not have a large budget for training. 


business [biznis] 1 work that is related to 
producing, buying and selling 
things; do business with someone 
2 used to talk about how many 
products a company is selling; 
Business is good. 3 an organization 
that produces and sells goods or 
that provides a service; a 


hairdressing business 


CEO 


chair 


client 


commerce 


company 


competition 


consumer 


corporation 


costs 


customer 


[si i ou] 


[tfeər] 


[klaront] 


[kpmsrs] 


[kampeni] 


[kpmpitifen] 


[konsumor] 


[korporeifen] 


[kastf] 


[kAstomor] 


short for “chief executive officer": 
the person who is responsible for 
the management of the whole 


company 


the person in charge of a company 


or an organization 


a person who pays someone for a 


service 


the buying and selling of large 


amounts of things 


a business that sells goods or 


services 


the activities of companies that 
are trying to sell more products 


than each other 


someone who buys something or 


uses a service 
a large business or company 


the amount of money that you 
must spend in order to run your 


business 


someone who buys something 


from a shop or a website; customer 


services; customer relations 


deal [dil] an agreement or an arrangement 


in business; do a deal 


EXAMPLES 


They worried that German companies would lose business. 
My brother runs a thriving furniture business. 


The government is not doing enough to help small and medium-sized businesses. 


A lawyer and his client were sitting at the next table. 


The company owes money to more than sixty banks. 
They faced competition from new online companies. 
We need to cut costs. 


The supermarket wants to attract new customers. 


debt [det] 1 money that you owe to 
someone; a $50,000 debt 
2 the state of owing money; be in 
debt 


director [direktor, da-] one of the people who control a 
company or an organization, and 
meet regularly to make important 


decisions 


executive [igzekyoativ] someone who has an important 


job at a company 


firm [farm] same as company 


growth 


management 


manager 


market 


market 


research 


marketing 


meeting 


PR 


product 


[grou0] 


[mænıdzmənt] 


[manid5er] 


[markit] 


[markit risart|] 


[markitin] 


[miti] 


[pi ar] 


[prodakt] 


increase in profits or sales 


1 the control of a business 
2 the people who control a 


business 


someone who runs a business or 
part of 


a business 


the people who want to buy a 


particular product 


the business activity of finding out 
about what people want, need, 


and buy 


the business of deciding how to 
sell a product, for example what 
price it is, where it is sold, and 


how it is advertised 


an event in which a group of 
people come together to discuss 


things or make decisions 


short for “public relations”: the 
part of a company’s work that is 
concerned with getting people to 


like the company 


something that you make or grow 


in order to sell it 


EXAMPLES 


They are still paying off their debts. 

Many firms were going out of business. 

The zoo needed better management rather than more money. 
The market for organic wines is growing. 


There were meetings between senior management and staff. 


This mobile phone is one of our most successful products. 


profit [profit] the amount of money that you 
gain when you sell something for 


more than it cost to make it; make 
a profit 
promotion [pramoufn] an attempt to make a product 


successful or popular, especially 


by advertising 


publicity [pAblisiti] information that attracts the 
public's attention to a person or a 
product 

retail [riteil] the activity of selling goods 


directly to the public 


sales [serlz] the quantity of a product that is 
sold 


shareholder [feərhouldər] someone who owns shares in a 


stocks and 


shares 


supervisor 


trade 


turnover 


VERBS 


advertise 


break even 


buy 


employ 


[stoks ond 


feərz] 


[supervarzer] 


[trerd] 


[tsrnouvor | 


[edvortaiz] 


[bar] 


[1mplor] 


company 


the parts of company that people 
buy in 
order to invest money in the 


company 


someone who is in charge of 


activities or people 


the activity of buying and selling 
goods 


the value of the goods or services 
that are sold by a company during 


a particular period of time 


to tell people about a product or a 
service in newspapers, on 
television, on signs, or on the 


internet 


to make enough money to pay for 
costs, but not enough to make a 
profit 

to get something by paying money 


for it 


to pay someone to work for a 


person or a company 


EXAMPLES 


The group made a profit of $1.05 million. 
Texas has a long history of trade with Mexico. 


The company had a turnover of $3.8 million last year. 


The airline hopes to break even next year and make a profit the following year. 


They bought shares in US-AIR. 
The firm employs 800 staff. 


expand [ikspaend] 1 to become bigger, with more 
people, goods or activities; Our 
business expanded. 
2 to make something larger; 


expand services 


go out of if a company goes out of business, 
business it stops trading because it does not 


have enough money 


improve [IÍmpruv] to get better or to make something 
get better 
invest [invest] to put money into a business, in 


order to try to make a profit from 
it 
launch [lont] to start selling a new product to 


the public 


manage 
market 


negotiate 


owe 


sell 


ADJECTIVES 


bankrupt 


commercial 


medium-sized 


online 


private 


[meenid3] 
[markit] 


[nigoufiert] 


[beenkrapt] 


[komsarfel] 


[midiom saizd] 


[onlarn] 


[prarvıt] 


to control a business 
to advertise and sell a product 


to talk about a situation in order 


to reach an agreement 


to have to pay money to someone; 


owe someone money 


to let someone have something 


that you own in return for money 


not having enough money to pay 


your debts; go bankrupt 


relating to the buying and selling 
of things 


not large and not small; a medium- 
sized firm 


using the internet to sell goods; an 


online service; online retailing; online 
shopping 


not owned by the government 


EXAMPLES 


I want to expand my business. 


Many airlines could go out of business. 
We need to improve performance. 
The firm launched a new clothing range. 


If the firm cannot sell its products, it will go bankrupt. 


New York is a center of commercial activity. 


profitable [prpfrtobel] making a profit 

senior [sinyor] having an important job in an 
organization 

small [smal] not large in size or amount; a small 
business 

thriving [Orarvin | successful 

IDIOMS 

at the cutting involved in the most exciting and 

edge new developments 

blue-sky new creative ideas 

thinking 

think outside to think in a new and creative way 

the box 


EXAMPLES 


Drug manufacturing is the most profitable business in America. 


This company is at the cutting edge of technology. 


cars and road travel 


NOUNS 

accelerator see gas pedal 

(BRIT) 

accident [d ksidont] when a vehicle hits something and 
causes injury or damage 

ambulance [æmbyələns] a vehicle for taking people to 
hospital; call an ambulance 

bonnet (BRIT) see hood 

boot (BRIT) see trunk 

brake [brerk] the part in a vehicle that you press 
with your foot to make the vehicle 
go more slowly or stop 

breakdown [brerkdaun] an occasion when a vehicle stops 
working; have a breakdown 

bumper [bampor] a heavy bar at the front and back 


of 
a vehicle that protects the vehicle 


if it hits something 


bus [bas] a large motor vehicle that carries 


passengers; a school bus; a tour bus; 


a double-decker bus; catch a bus 


car [kar] a motor vehicle with space for 
about five people; drive/park a car; 


a sports car; a racing car; a police 


car 
car park (BRIT) see parking lot 
caravan [kaerovaen] a large vehicle that is pulled by a 


car. You can sleep and eat in a 


caravan on vacation. 


clutch [klatf] the part of a vehicle that you press 
with your foot before you move 


the gear shift 


coach [kootf] a comfortable bus that travels 
between cities or takes people on 


long journeys; a coach tour/trip 


crossroads [krasroudz] a place where two roads cross 


each other 


EXAMPLES 


There’s been an accident. 
Six people were injured in the accident. 


He missed his last bus home. 


They arrived by car. 


The car won’t start. 


dashboard 


direction 


directions 


distance 


driver 


driver's license 


driving licence 
(BRIT) 


engine 


fire engine 


[daefbord] 


[direkfen, dar-] 


[direkfenz, dar-] 


[drstons] 


[drarvor] 


[draivorz 


larsons] 


[£nd 3n] 


[faror endi] 


the part of a car in front of the 
driver, where most of the controls 


are 


the general line that you move in 


when you are going to a place 


instructions that tell you how to 
get somewhere; give someone 


directions 


the amount of space between two 


places; travel a short/long distance 


someone who drives a bus, a car, 


or a train, for example 


a document showing that you are 
legally allowed to drive (In British 
English, 


use driving licence) 


see driver's license 


the part of a vehicle that produces 


the power to make it move 


a large vehicle that carries firemen 
and equipment for putting out 


fires 


flat [flaet] 


garage [geras] 
gas [gæs] 
gas pedal [gæs pedal] 


EXAMPLES 


You're going in the wrong direction. 


He gave us directions to the hospital. 


Do you have a driver's license? 


a small hole in a tire that has been 
made by a sharp object (In British 


English, use puncture) 


1 a building next to your house 
where you keep your car 

2 a public building where you can 
park your car 3 a place where cars 


are repaired 


the fuel that you use in vehicles to 
make the engine work (In British 


English, use petrol) 


the part in a vehicle that you press 
with your foot to make the vehicle 
go faster 


(In British English, use accelerator) 


He got into the driver's seat and started the engine. 


gas station [gees sterf?n] 


a place where you buy fuel for 
your vehicle (In British English, use 


petrol station) 


gear 


gear shift 


gear stick 
(BRIT) 


handbrake 


headlights 


highway 


hood 


horn 


indicator (BRIT) 


[gror] 


[gor f1ft] 


[hændbrerk] 


[hedlarts] 


[harwer] 


[hud] 


[horn] 


a part of an engine that changes 


power into movement 


the lever in a vehicle that you use 
to change gear (In British English, 


use gear stick) 


see gear shift 


the brake in a car that you pull 
with your hand to stop it moving, 
for example, when you have 


parked 


the large lights at the front of a 


vehicle 


a wide road that allows vehicles to 
travel very fast over a long 
distance (In British English, use 


motorway) 


the front part of a car that covers 
the engine (In British English, use 


bonnet) 


an object in a vehicle that makes a 
loud noise, and that you use as a 


warning of danger 


see turn signal 


journey [ds3rni] an occasion when you travel from 


one place to another 


lane [lem] 1 a narrow road, especially in the 
countryside; a country lane 
2 a part of a road that is marked 


by a painted line; the fast lane 


license plate [lars?ns plert] a sign on the front and back of a 
vehicle that shows its registration 
number 
(In British English, use number 
plate) 


lorry (BRIT) see truck 


EXAMPLES 


The car was in fourth gear. 


Yesterday, traffic was light on the highway. 


It's a 3-hour journey. 


Have a good journey! 


make [merk] the name of the company that 
made a particular car; a make of 


car 


motorbike [moutorbaik] same as motorcycle; ride a 


motorbike 


motorcycle [moutorsark®l]_ — a vehicle with two wheels and an 


motorway 
(BRIT) 


number plate 
(BRIT) 
oil [orl] 


one-way street [wan wer strit] 


parking lot [parky lot] 


parking space [parky speis] 


passenger [pæsımnd3ər] 


pedestrian [pidestrion] 


petrol (BRIT) 


petrol station 
(BRIT) 


puncture (BRIT) 


engine 


see highway 


see license plate 


a smooth, thick liquid that is used 


for making machines work 


a street where vehicles can only go 


in one direction 


an area or building where people 
can leave their cars (In British 


English, use car park) 


a place where you can park your 


Car 


someone who is traveling in a 


vehicle but is not driving it 


someone who is walking, 


especially in a town or city 
see gas 


see gas station 


see flat 


rear-view [riar vyu mirror] the mirror on the front window of 
mirror a mirror vehicle that allows you to 


see behind the vehicle 


registration [red zistrerjen the official numbers and letters at 
number nAmber] the front and back of a vehicle 
road [roud] a long piece of hard ground that 


cars travel on 


road sign [roud sain] a flat metal object at the side of a 
road that gives information to 


drivers 


EXAMPLES 


“What make of car do you drive?” — “A Honda.” 


Where’s the nearest parking lot? 


We drove around for 20 minutes trying to find a parking space. 


Mr. Smith was a passenger in the car when it crashed. 


Take the road to Detroit. 


roof rack [ruf ræk] a metal frame on top of a car 


where you can put things such as 


suitcases 
roundabout see traffic circle 
(BRIT) 
seat belt [sit belt] a strap in a car that you put across 


your body to protect you in an 


service station 


side-view 


mirror 


spare part 


speed 


speed camera 


speed limit 


speedometer 


street 


taxi 


tire 


[sarvis sterj?n] 


[said vyu 


miror] 


[spear part] 


[spid] 


[spid kaemro] 


[spid lımıt] 


[spidpmitor] 


[strit] 


[tæksi] 


[tarr] 


accident 


a place along a highway where 


you can buy gas and food 


one of the two mirrors on each 
side of a car (In British English, use 


wing mirror) 
a part that you can buy to replace 
an old or broken part of a vehicle 


how fast something moves 


a piece of equipment that takes 
pictures of vehicles if they are 


going too fast 


the maximum speed that you are 


legally allowed to drive at 


a piece of equipment in a car that 


shows how fast you are driving 
a road in a city or a town 


a car that you can hire, with its 
driver, to take you where you 


want to go; take/catch a taxi 


a thick round piece of rubber that 
fits around the wheels of cars (In 


British English, use tyre) 


traffic [traefik] all the vehicles that are moving 
along roads in a particular area; 


heavy traffic; oncoming traffic 


traffic circle [treefik ssrkel] a circle in the road where several 
roads meet, which vehicles must 
drive round until they reach the 
road they need (In British English, 


use roundabout) 


EXAMPLES 


Don’t forget to put on your seat belt. 


There was hardly any traffic on the road. 


There is heavy traffic between Junctions 14 and 18. 


traffic jam [trefik dzæm] a long line of vehicles that cannot 
move because there is too much 
traffic, or because the road is 
blocked 


traffic lights [traefrk larts] a set of red, yellow, and green 
lights that show you when to stop 


and when to move forward 


traffic warden  [trafik worden] someone whose job is to make 
sure that vehicles are parked 


legally 


trailer [trerlor] a large container on wheels that is 


transport 
(BRIT) 


transportation 


truck 


trunk 


turn signal 


tyre (BRIT) 


van 


vehicle 


[treenspor- 


terf?n] 


[trAk] 


[trank] 


[tarn signal] 


[væn] 


[virkəl] 


pulled by a truck or other vehicle 


see transportation 


a system for taking people or 
things from one place to another 
in a vehicle; road/air/ rail 
transportation (In British English, use 


transport) 


a large vehicle that is used for 
transporting goods by road (In 
British English, use lorry) 


the space at the back of a car that 
is used for carrying things in (In 
British English, use boot) 


a flashing light on a vehicle that 
tells you when the vehicle is going 
to turn left or right (In British 


English, use indicator) 
see tire 


a vehicle like a large car or a small 
truck with space for carrying 


things in the back 


a machine that carries people or 


things from one place to another 


wheel [wil] 1 one of the round objects under a 
vehicle that allows it to move 
along the ground; the front/back 
wheel 
2 the round object on a vehicle 
that you turn to make the vehicle 
go in different directions; a steering 


wheel 


windscreen see windshield 
(BRIT) 


EXAMPLES 


He opened the trunk and put my bags in. 


There are too many vehicles on the road. 


windshield [windfild] the glass window at the front of a 
vehicle (In British English, use 
windscreen) 

wing mirror see side-view mirror 

(BRIT) 

VERBS 

accelerate [ekseloreit] to go faster 


brake [brerk] to use the brakes in order to make 


break down 


crash [kraef] 


drive [draiv] 


give way (BRIT) 


hitch-hike [hitfhark] 


overtake (BRIT) 


park [park] 
pass [pes] 

skid [skid] 

slow down 


a vehicle stop or slow down 


to stop working; The car broke 


down. 


if a vehicle crashes, it hits 


something and is damaged 


1 to control the movement and 
direction of a vehicle; Can you 
drive? 

2 to take someone somewhere in a 


vehicle; I'll drive you home. 
see yield 


to ask people to drive you 
somewhere, by standing by the 
side of a road and holding out 


your thumb 
see pass 


to stop a vehicle and leave it 


somewhere 


to go past another vehicle that is 
going in the same direction (In 


British English, use overtake) 
to slide sideways 


to reduce the speed you are 


driving at 


speed [spid] to drive faster than the speed limit 


EXAMPLES 


A dog ran across the road and I braked quickly. 

I crashed into the back of a truck. 

We were driving at 70 miles an hour. 

Pll drive you to work. 

Jeff hitch-hiked to New York. 

You should slow down when you are passing a cyclist. 


The car skidded on the icy road. 


You're going too fast — slow down. 


speed up to start driving more quickly 

start up when an engine starts up, it starts 
working 

steer [stior] to control a vehicle so that it goes 


in the direction you want 


stop [stop] to not move any more 

tow [tou] to pull another vehicle along 
behind 

travel [travel] to go from one place to another, 


often to a place that is far away 


yield to let another vehicle go before 


PHRASES 


“Construction” 


“No entry” 


“Roadworks” 
(BRIT) 


EXAMPLES 


Eric started the car and drove off. 


you 


(In British English, use give way) 


if a road sign says “Construction,” 
it means that people are fixing the 
road (In British English, use 


“Roadworks” ) 


if a road sign says “No entry,” you 


must not go along that road 


see “Construction” 


People often travel hundreds of miles to get here. 


He uses the truck to tow his trailer. 


celebrations and ceremonies 


NOUNS 


baptism 


bar mitzvah 


bat mitzvah 


birth 


birthday 


bride 


cemetery 


ceremony 


christening 


Christmas 


[bæptızəm] 


[bar mıtsvə] 


[bat mıtsvə] 


[b3r0] 


[bsr@de1, -di] 


[brard] 


[seməteri] 


[serrmouni] 


[krisen] 


[krismos] 


a ceremony in which a person is 


baptized 


a ceremony for a Jewish boy on 
his thirteenth birthday 


a ceremony for a Jewish girl on 


her thirteenth birthday 


the time when a baby is born; the 
birth of our daughter 


a date when you celebrate the day 


that you were born 
a woman on her wedding day 


a place where dead people are 


buried 
a formal event 


a ceremony in which members of 
a church welcome a baby and give 


it a name 


the period around the 25th 


December, when Christians 
celebrate the birth of Jesus Christ; 
at Christmas 


Christmas Day  [krismes der | the 25th of December; on 


Christmas Day 
Christmas Eve  [krrsmses iv] the 24th of December; on 
Christmas Eve 
death [ded] the end of a person’s life 
Easter [istor] a Christian festival in March or 


April when people celebrate Jesus 


Christ's return to life; at Easter 


engagement [ingerdgmont] ^ an agreement to get married to 
somebody 
Father's Day [faóorz der] a day when you give a card or 


present to your father to show that 


you love him; on Father's Day 


EXAMPLES 


I'm going to my grandson's baptism tomorrow. 


It's my birthday today. 


Im going to the cemetery to visit my grandma's grave. 


I always visit my parents at Christmas. 


festival [festrvel] a time when people celebrate a 


festivities 


fireworks 


funeral 


gift 


graduation 


grave 


greeting card 


greetings card 
(BRIT) 


groom 


Hanukkah 


[festivitiz] 


[farerwarks] 


[fyunoral] 


[gift] 


[greed suerf?n] 


[grerv] 


[gritty kard] 


[grum] 


[hanoka] 


special event 


events that are organized in order 


to celebrate something 


things that fly up into the air and 
explode, making bright colors in 


the sky; a fireworks display 


a ceremony in which the body of a 


dead person is buried or cremated 
same as present 


a ceremony for students when 
they have completed their studies 


at a university or college 


a place in the ground where a 


dead person is buried 


a folded card with a message 
inside that you give to someone on 
a special occasion (In British 


English, use greetings card) 


see greeting card 


a man on his wedding day 


a festival in November or 


December when Jewish people 


remember a special time when a 
temple was given back to them; 


during Hanukkah 


honeymoon [hAnimun] a vacation that a man and woman 


take after their wedding 


invitation [inviterfen] a written or spoken request to go 


to a party or a ceremony 


Lent [lent] the forty days before Easter, when 
some Christians stop doing 
something that they enjoy; during 
Lent 


EXAMPLES 


The Christmas festivities lasted for more than a week. 
We watched the fireworks from our balcony. 


I need to choose a gift for my mom’s birthday. 


We went to Paris for our honeymoon. 


We received an invitation to their wedding. 


Maureen gave up chocolate for Lent. 


marriage [mezerid3] 1 the relationship between a 
husband and wife; a happy 
marriage 
2 same as wedding; a marriage 


ceremony 


Mother's Day 


New Year's Day 


New Year's Eve 


occasion 


party 


Passover 


present 


procession 


public holiday 


[madorz der] 


[nu yrerz der] 


[nu yrorz iv] 


[9kerz?n] 


[parti] 


[pzsouvor] 


[prezent] 


[prasefen] 


[pablik 


a day when you give a card or 
present to your mother to show 


that you love her; on Mother’s Day 


the day when people celebrate the 
start of the year; on New Year’s 


Day 


the last day of the year; on New 


Year’s Eve 


an important event, ceremony, or 


celebration; a special occasion 


an event where you enjoy yourself 
with friends doing things like 


eating or dancing; have a party 


a festival in March or April when 
Jewish people celebrate a special 
time when God helped them; 


during Passover 


something that you give to 
someone on 


a special occasion 


a line of people or vehicles that 
follows one another as part of a 


ceremony 


a day when most of the shops, 


businesses, hplIdei] and schools in 
a country are closed, often to 


celebrate a particular event 


Ramadan [remodan] the ninth month of the Muslim 
year, when Muslims celebrate the 
time that God spoke the words of 
their holy book; during Ramadan 


retirement [rittarormont] the time when you stop work; a 


retirement party 


Thanksgiving [Oznksgivin] a holiday in November when 
families in America have a special 
meal together to celebrate all the 
good things in their lives; on 


Thanksgiving 


EXAMPLES 


We have New Year's Day off from work. 


I'm having a party on Friday night — would you like to come? 


The store is closed on Sundays and public holidays. 


Valentine's Day [valontamzder] the 14th of February, when you 
give a card or flowers to the 


person you love; on Valentine's Day 


wake [werk] an event before or after a funeral 


when friends and family 


wedding 


wedding 


anniversary 


VERBS 


baptize 


be born 


bury 


celebrate 


cremate 


die 


[wedin] 


[wedin 


aenivarsori] 


[baeptarz] 


[beri] 


[selibrert ] 


[krimert] 


[dar] 


remember the person who died 


a ceremony when two people get 


married 


a date when you celebrate the day 
you got married; our 10th wedding 


anniversary 


to touch someone with water, to 
show that they have become a 
member of the Christian church; 


baptize a baby 


when a baby is born, it comes out 
of its mother’s body at the 


beginning of its life 


to put the body of a dead person 
into a grave and cover it with 


earth 


to do something enjoyable for a 
special reason; celebrate your 
birthday 


to burn the body of a dead person 


to stop living 


fast [feest] to not eat any food for a period of 


time 


get engaged 1 when two people get engaged, 
they agree to marry each other; 
Sue and Rishi got engaged. 
2 when you get engaged to 
someone, you agree to marry 


them; I got engaged to my boyfriend. 


EXAMPLES 


We went out for dinner on Valentine’s Day. 

This necklace was an anniversary present from my husband. 
My sister was born in 1995. 

We're celebrating the birth of our baby boy. 

My dad died two years ago. 


We fasted during Ramadan. 


get married 1 when two people get married, 
they become husband and wife; 
John and Linda got married. 
2 when you get married to 
someone, you become their 
husband or wife; John got married 


to Linda. 


invite [invait | to ask someone to come to an 


event; invite someone to a party 


marry 


organize 


turn 


wish 


PHRASES 


Happy 
birthday! 


Happy 


Christmas! 


(BRIT) 


Merry 


Christmas! 


EXAMPLES 


Let's invite some friends over for dinner. 


[maeri] 


[orgonaiz] 


[tsrn] 


[wif] 


My brother has just turned 17. 


same as get married 


to plan or arrange something; 
organize 
a party 


to reach a particular age; turn 40 


to express the hope that someone 
will be lucky or happy; wish 
someone a happy birthday 


you say ‘Happy birthday!’ to 
someone when you meet them on 


their birthday 


see Merry Chirstmas 


you say “Merry Christmas!” to 
people when you meet them on 


Christmas Day 


clothes 


NOUNS 

bathing suit [beid1n sut] a piece of clothing that women 
and girls wear when they go 
swimming (In British English, use 
swimsuit) 

belt [belt] a strip of leather or cloth that you 
wear around your waist 

bikini [brkini] a piece of clothing with two parts, 
that women wear for swimming 

blouse [blaus] a shirt for a girl or a woman 

boots [buts] shoes that cover your whole foot 
and the lower part of your leg; a 
pair of boots 

bra [bra] a piece of underwear that women 
wear to support their breasts 

button [baton] a small hard object that you push 
through holes (= buttonholes) to 
fasten your clothes 

cap [kæp] a soft, flat hat with a curved part 


at the front 


cardigan [kardigon] a sweater that opens at the front 


like a jacket 


clothes [klouz, klouóz] the things that people wear, such 


as shirts, coats, pants, and dresses 
clothing [klouórm] same as clothes 


coat [kout] a piece of clothing with long 
sleeves that you wear over other 


clothes when you go outside 


collar [kplor] the part of a shirt or coat that goes 


around your neck 


dress [dres] 1 a piece of clothing that covers a 
woman’s or girl’s body and part of 
her legs; a black dress 
2 a particular type of clothing; 


people in traditional dress 


dressing gown [dresy gaun] a long, loose piece of clothing that 
you wear over your night clothes 


when you are not in bed 


EXAMPLES 


He was dressed in a shirt, dark pants, and boots. 


Isabel’s striped dress suited her very well. 


fashion [fzef?n] 1 the activity or business that 


gloves 


hat 


high heels 


hood 


jacket 


jeans 


jumper (BRIT) 


kaftan 


[glavz] 


[hæt] 


[har hilz] 


[hud] 


[dzækıt] 


[d3inz] 


[kaeftaen] 


involves styles of clothing and 
appearance; a fashion designer; a 
fashion show 

2 a style of clothing that is 
popular at a particular time; the 


latest fashion 


pieces of clothing that you wear 
on your hands, with a separate 


part for each finger; a pair of gloves 


a thing that you wear on your 
head 


women's shoes that have high 
heels 

(= raised parts on the bottom of 
the shoe) 


the part of a coat that you can pull 


up to cover your head 
a short coat with long sleeves 


pants that are made of strong 


cotton cloth 
see sweater 


a long loose piece of clothing with 
long sleeves, that some men in 


Arab countries wear 


kimono [krmouno,-noou] a long piece of clothing shaped 
like a coat, that some Japanese 


people wear 
knickers (BRIT) see panties 


nightdress [nartdres] a loose dress that a woman or girl 


wears in bed 


pajamas [pedzamez] loose pants and a top that people 
wear in bed (In British English, use 
pyjamas) 


panties [paentiz] a piece of underwear for women 
and girls, that covers the area 
between the waist and the legs (In 


British English, use knickers) 


pants [pants] a piece of clothing that covers the 
body from the waist downwards, 
and that covers each leg 
separately; a pair of pants (In 
British English, use trousers) 


pantyhose [pantihouz] a piece of tight clothing that 
covers the lower body, worn by 
women, girls, and dancers; a pair 


of pantyhose 


EXAMPLES 


People were standing outside in their pajamas. 


pattern 


pocket 


pyjamas (BRIT) 


sandals 


sari 


scarf 


(pL) scarves 


shirt 


shoelaces 


shoes 


[paetern] 


[ppkit] 


[seendelz] 


[sari] 


[skarf] 


[skarvz] 


[fart] 


[fulersız] 


[fuz] 


an arrangement of lines or shapes 


that form a design 


a part of a piece of clothing that 


you can put things in 
see pajamas 


light shoes that you wear in warm 


weather 


a piece of clothing that some 
Indian women wear, consisting of 
a long piece of material that you 


wrap around your body 


a piece of cloth that you wear 


around your 
neck or head 


a piece of clothing with a collar 
and buttons, that you wear on the 


top part of your body 


thin pieces of material that go 
through holes in shoes in order to 


make the shoes tighter 


things made of leather or another 


shorts [forts] 
size [saiz] 
skirt [skart] 
sleeve [sliv] 
slippers [sliperz] 
sneakers [snikorz] 


EXAMPLES 


strong material, that you wear on 


your feet over socks 


pants with very short legs; a pair 
of shorts 


one of a series of particular 
measurements for clothes and 


shoes 


a piece of clothing for women and 
girls that hangs down from the 


waist and covers part of the legs 


one of the two parts of a piece of 


clothing that covers your arms 


loose, soft shoes that you wear 


indoors 


shoes that people wear for running 
and other sports, or with informal 
clothes 


(In British English, use trainers) 


He put on a pair of sandals and walked down to the beach. 


I take size 38 in shoes. 


I need a new pair of shoes. 


What size do you wear? 


What shoe size are you? 


socks [soks] 

suit [sut] 

sweater [swetor] 
swimming [swimin tranks] 
trunks 


swimsuit (BRIT) 


tie [tar] 
tights [tarts | 
top [top] 


trainers (BRIT) 


pieces of clothing that cover your 
feet and ankles and that you wear 


inside shoes 


a jacket and pants or a jacket and 
skirt that are both made from the 


same cloth 


a warm piece of clothing that 
covers the top part of your body 
(In British English, use jumper) 


shorts that men and boys wear 


when they go swimming 
see bathing suit 


a long narrow piece of cloth that 
you wear around your neck with a 
shirt 


a piece of tight clothing that 
covers the lower body, worn by 
women, girls, and dancers; a pair 


of tights 


[ivronvAL] a piece of clothing, for 
example a blouse or a shirt, that 
you wear on the upper part of 


your body 


see sneakers 


trousers (BRIT) 


T-shirt 


turban 


underpants 


underwear 


uniform 


vest 


waistcoat 
(BRIT) 


EXAMPLES 


[ti fart] 


[tsrbon] 


[andorpeents] 


[Andorweor] 


[yuniform] 


[vest] 


He was wearing a dark business suit. 


see pants 


a cotton shirt with short sleeves 


and no collar or buttons 


a long piece of cloth that Sikh, 
Hindu, and Muslim men wrap 


around their heads 


underwear, that covers the area 
between the waist and the top of 


the legs 


clothes that you wear next to your 


skin, under your other clothes 


the special clothes that some 
people wear to work, and that 


some children wear at school 


a piece of clothing without sleeves 
that people usually wear over a 
shirt (In British English, use 


waistcoat) 


see vest 


zip (BRIT) 


zipper [zipor] 
VERBS 

dress up 

fit [fit] 
get changed 


get dressed 
get undressed 


put something 


on 
suit [sut] 


take something 
off 


wear [wear] 


see zipper 


a long metal or plastic object with 
two rows of teeth that join 
together, and a small part that you 
pull in order to open and close 
clothes or bags (In British English, 


use zip) 


to put on different clothes in order 


to look like someone else, for fun 
to be the right size for you 


to take off some or all of your 
clothes, and put on different 


clothes 
to put on your clothes 
to take off your clothes 


to put a piece of clothing onto 


your body 
to make you look attractive 


to take a piece of clothing off your 
body 


to have something such as clothes, 


shoes, or jewelry on your body 


zip [zip] to fasten something such as a 


piece of clothing using its zipper 


EXAMPLES 


My son dressed up as a cowboy for the fancy dress party. 
The dress fit me perfectly. 

When I get home from school I get changed. 

In the morning I get dressed. 

Sarah got dressed quickly and went to work. 

In the evening I get undressed. 

He put his shirt on. 


That suits you. 


Jason took off his jacket and loosened his tie. 


You need to wear warm clothes when you go out today. 


ADJECTIVES 

casual [kae ;uol] worn at home or on vacation, and 
not at work or on formal occasions 

checked (BRIT) see checkered 

checkered [tfekərd] with a pattern of small squares, 
usually of two colors (In British 
English, use checked) 

fashionable [feefanabel] 1 popular at a particular time; 


fashionable clothes 


formal 


long 


old-fashioned 


short 


smart 


spotted 


striped 


tight 


trendy 


[formel] 


[lan] 


[ould fæfənd] 


[fort] 


[smart] 


[spptid] 


[strarpt] 


[tart] 


[trendi] 


2 wearing fashionable clothes; a 


fashionable woman 


formal clothes are worn on serious 


or official occasions 


measuring a great distance from 


one end to the other; a long coat 
no longer fashionable or modern 


measuring only a small amount 
from one end to the other; a short 
skirt 


1 clean and neat, and wearing 
attractive clothes; You look smart. 
2 neat and attractive, and worn at 
work or on slightly formal 


occasions; a smart suit 


having a pattern of spots (— small 
round colored areas); a spotted 
handkerchief 


having a pattern of stripes (— long 
lines of different colors); a pair of 


striped pajamas 


small, and fitting closely to your 
body; a tight skirt 


fashionable and modern 


EXAMPLES 


He wore formal evening dress to the dinner. 


That's very smart. 


NOUNS 


art school 


arts 


assignment 
bachelor's 


degree 


campus 


college 


course 


coursework 


college and university 


[art skul] 


[arts] 


[osammont] 


[baetfolorz digri] 


[kæmpəs] 


[kplid3] 


[kors] 


[korswark] 


a college where people study 
subjects such as painting and 


photography 


subjects such as history, literature, 
and language, which are not 


scientific 


a task that you are given to do as 


part of your studies 


a first university degree that 


usually lasts four years 


an area of land that contains the 
main buildings of a university or 


college 
same as university 


a series of lessons on a particular 


subject; complete a course 


work that students do during a 


course, rather than in exams 


degree [digri] 
department [drpartmont] 
discussion [diskafen sekfen] 
section 

diploma [diplouma] 
distance [distons lsrnin] 
learning 


EXAMPLES 


1 a course of study that you do at 
a university or college; do a degree 
2 the qualification that you get 

when you have passed this course; 


have a degree 


one of the sections in a university 
or college; the English Literature 
department 


a class at a college or university in 
which the teacher or TA and a 
small group of students discuss a 
topic (In British English, use 


tutorial) 


the qualification that you get 
when you have completed a 
course of study at a university or 


college; have a diploma 


a system of education in which 


people study at home 


We have to do written assignments as well as fieldwork. 


Cars are not allowed on campus. 


Joanna is doing business studies at a local college. 


I did a course in computing. 


He was awarded a diploma in social work. 


dorms [dormz] buildings or rooms where students 


live (In British English, use student 


accommodation) 

essay [£ser] a short piece of writing on a 
subject 

exam [1gzzem ] a formal test you take to show 


your knowledge of a subject 
examination [1gzzeminerf?n] [Format] same as exam 


faculty [feekelti] a group of related departments in 


a university; the Faculty of Arts 


fieldwork [fildwark] the activity of gathering 
information about something in 
the real world, rather than 


studying it in a classroom 


finals [famnelz] the tests students take at the end 
of a university or college course; 


take your finals 


graduate [greed suit] a student who has completed a 


course at a college or university 


graduation [gredzueifen] a special ceremony for students 
when they have completed their 


studies at a university or college 


grant [greent] an amount of money given to a 


halls of 
residence 
(BRIT) 


honors degree 


honours degree 
(BRIT) 


invigilator 
(BRIT) 


law school 


lecture 


lecturer 


major 


[pnorz digri] 


[lə skul] 


[lektfor] 


[lektforor] 


[merd7or] 


person or to an organization for a 


special purpose 


see residence hall 


a type of university degree which 
is of a higher standard than an 
ordinary degree (In British English, 


use honours degree) 


see honors degree 


see proctor 


a school people go to after college 
where they study to become 


lawyers 


a talk that someone gives in order 
to teach people about a particular 


subject 
a teacher at a university or college 


the main subject that someone is 


studying 


EXAMPLES 


We had to write an essay on Shakespeare. 


He is a lecturer in the Geography department of Moscow University. 


master's degree [mæstərz digri] 


medical school [medrkel skul] 


natural [nzetforol 

sciences saronsiz, nætfrəl 
-] 

PhD [pi ert di] 

plagiarism [pleidzorizam] 

proctor [proktor] 

prospectus [praspektas] 


a second university degree, that 


usuallylasts one or two years 


a college where people study to 


become doctors and nurses 


subjects such as physics, biology, 
and chemistry, that are concerned 


with the physical world 


1 short for “Doctor of Philosophy”: 
the highest degree in a particular 
subject; working on a PhD 

2 the qualification that you get 
when you have passed this degree; 
have a PhD 


the practice of copying someone 
else’s work and pretending that 


you did the work 


someone who checks that an exam 
starts and finishes at the correct 
time, and that there is no cheating 


(In British English, use invigilator) 


a document that gives details 


about a college or university and 


the courses it provides 


reading list [ridin list] a document that a lecturer gives to 
students, with suggestions for 
books that they should read for a 


particular class 


research [risartf, risart]] ^ work that involves studying 
something and trying to discover 


facts about it 


residence hall  [rezidons hol] buildings with rooms or suites, 
usually built by universities or 
colleges, in which students live 
during the term (In British English, 


use halls of residence) 


scholarship [skplorftp] an amount of money that is given 
to someone who has achieved 
good results, so that they can 


continue studying 


EXAMPLES 


He has a master's degree in Business Administration. 


Marc has a PhD in Linguistics. 


Phuong was awarded a scholarship to study business management at the University of Luton. 


school [skul] 1 a department of a university or 


semester 


seminar 


social sciences 


student 


student 
accommodation 
(BRIT) 


student loan 


student union 


[simestor | 


[seminar] 


[soufel saronsiz] 


[student] 


[student loun] 


[student yunyon] 


college; the School of Humanities 


2 same as university 
half of a college or university year 


a class at a college or university in 
which the teacher and a small 


group of students discuss a topic 


subjects such as sociology and 
politics, that are concerned with 


society 


a person who is studying at a 


university or a college 


see dorms 


an amount of money that students 
can borrow from the government; 


apply for a student loan 


1 an organization in a university 
or college that helps students 

2 a building where this 
organization has an office, and 
where there is usually a shop and 


a coffee bar 


syllabus [silobos] a list of subjects that are covered 


in a university or college course 


TA [ti et] short for "teaching assistant": a 
postgraduate student who teaches 
seminars or leads discussion 
sections for lecture classes at a 


college or university 


technical [teknikel kplid3] a college where you can study 
college practical subjects, often in order to 


do a particular job 


term [tarm] one of the periods of time that a 
college or university year is 


divided into 


test [test] an exam that you take to show 
your knowledge of a subject; take 


a test 


EXAMPLES 


Please read this chapter before next week's seminar. 


thesis [Oists] a long piece of writing based on 
your own 
(pL) theses [Oisis] ideas and research, that you do as 


part of a degree 


tuition fees 


tutor 


tutorial (BRIT) 


undergraduate 


university 


viva 


vocational 


course 


VERBS 


enrol 


graduate 


[turfen fiz] 


[tutor] 


[andorgred3urt | 


[yunivarsiti | 


[vivo] 


[voukerfanel 
kors] 


[inroul 


[gred3Zueit] 


the money that you pay to be 


taught at a university or college 


a private teacher who meets with 
students outside of normal classes 
to help them keep up with the 


materials covered in class 
see discussion section 


a university or college student 
who has not yet attained their 


Bachelor’s degree 


a place where you can study for a 
degree, and where people do 


academic research 


a university examination in which 
a student answers questions by 


speaking rather than writing 


a course that someone does in 


order to do a particular job 


to officially join a class 


to complete your studies at college 


or university 


invigilate see proctor 


(BRIT) 

proctor [prpkter] to check that an exam starts and 
finishes at the correct time, and 
that no-one cheats (In British 
English, use invigilate) 

register [redsistor] to put your name on an official 


list, in order to be able to take a 


particular class 


EXAMPLES 


He was awarded his PhD for a thesis on industrial robots. 
The government are planning to increase tuition fees. 


She went to a university where she got a BA and then an MA. 


She graduated with a degree in English and Drama from Northwestern University. 


What do you want to do after you graduate? 


study [stAdi] to spend time learning about a 


particular subject 


work [wark] to do an activity that uses a lot of 


your time or effort 
ADJECTIVES 


academic [ækədemık] relating to the work done in 


universities and colleges; an 


academic journal 


full-time [ful tarm] relating to a course that takes up 
the whole of each normal working 
week; a full-time program; a full- 
time student 


part-time [part tarm] relating to a course that takes up 
only part of each day or week; a 


part-time course; a part-time student 


EXAMPLES 


She spends most of her time studying. 


He studied History and Geography at college. 


Their academic standards are high. 


colors 


NOUNS AND ADJECTIVES 

beige [bers] (having) a pale brown color 

black [blæk] 1 (having) the color of the sky at 
night 
2 black coffee or tea has no milk 
in it 

blue [blu] (having) the color of the sky on a 
sunny day 

brown [braun] (having) the color of earth or 
wood 

cream [krim] (having) a yellowish-white color 

gold [gould] (having) a bright yellow color that 
is often shiny 

green [grin] (having) the color of grass or 
leaves 

gray [grer] (having) the color of ashes, or 


clouds on a rainy day (In British 
English, use grey) 


grey (BRIT) see gray 


navy blue 


orange 


pink 


purple 


red 


silver 


turquoise 


white 


yellow 


[nervi blu] 


[orInd3] 


[pink] 


[parpel] 


[red] 


[silvor] 


[tarkworz] 


[wait] 


[yelou] 


(having) a very dark blue color; a 


navy blue suit 


(having) a color between red and 


yellow 


(having) a color between red and 


white 


(having) a color between red and 
blue 


(having) the color of blood or of a 


tomato 


(having) a shiny and pale grey 


color 


(having) a light greenish-blue 


color 


1 (having) the color of snow or 
milk 
2 white wine is a pale-yellow color 


3 white coffee or tea has milk in it 


(having) the color of lemons or 
butter 


EXAMPLES 


Blue suits you. 


“What color are your eyes?” — “Blue.” 


I bought some blue shoes. 


“What color is your hair?" — “Brown.” 


The room is decorated in soft browns and creams. 


She has green eyes. 


Do you have this t-shirt in green? 


“What’s your favorite color?" — “Red.” 


You look good in white. 


ADJECTIVES 

bright [brait] 
dark [dark] 
light [lart] 
pale [perl ] 
rich [rit{] 
soft [soft] 
VERBS 

blush [blaf] 


change color 


strong and noticeable in color; a 


bright red dress 


close to black, or containing some 


black; dark brown hair 
pale in color; light brown hair 


not strong or bright in color; pale 


blue eyes 


dark in color and pleasant to look 


at 


not bright, and pleasant to look at 


to become red in the face because 


you are ashamed or embarrassed 


to become a different color (In 


British English, use change colour) 


change colour see change color 
(BRIT) 
go red to become red in the face because 


you are embarrassed or angry 


paint [peint] to cover a wall or an object with 


paint; paint something blue 
PHRASES 


a black eye a dark area of skin around your 


eye where someone has hit you 


EXAMPLES 


She's wearing a light blue t-shirt. 


The leaves on the trees are changing color. 


Mom went red in the face with anger. 


He had a black eye, and several cuts on his face. 


computers and the internet 


NOUNS 

attachment [etzet/mont] a file that you send with an email 

blog [blog] a website that describes the daily 
life and thoughts of the person 
who writes it 

broadband [brodbænd] a very fast method of sending a lot 
of information at the same time 
over the internet 

browser [brauzer] a piece of software that allows you 
to search for information on the 
internet 

bug [bag] a mistake in a computer program 

CD [si di] short for “compact disc”: a disc for 
storing music or computer 
information 

CD-ROM [si di rom] a CD that stores information that 
you can read using a computer 

chat [tfaet] a way of communicating with 


friends by exchanging written 


messages using the internet; 


internet chat 


computer [kompyuter] an electronic machine that stores 
and deals with large amounts of 
information; a computer game; a 


computer system 


connection [konekfen] a link between a computer and a 


network; an internet connection 


cursor [karsor] a small line on a computer screen 


that shows where you are working 


data [derto, dætə] information that can be used by a 


computer program 


database [dertobers, daeto- a collection of information on a 
] computer that is stored in such a 
way that you can use it and add to 


it easily 


EXAMPLES 


Many internet users now have a broadband connection at home. 


You need an up-to-date web browser. 


There is a bug in the software. 


A CD-ROM can hold huge amounts of data. 


desktop [desktop] the images that you see on a 
computer screen when the 


computer is ready to use 


disk 


disk drive 


document 


email 


email address 


file 


folder 


font 


hacker 


[disk] 


[disk draiv] 


['dokjoment] 


[imeil] 


[imeil adres] 


[farl] 


[fouldər] 


[font] 


[hækər] 


a flat metal object that stores 
information and can be put into a 


computer 


the part of a computer that holds a 
disk 


a piece of text that is stored on a 


computer 


1 short for “electronic mail”: a 
system of sending written 
messages from one computer to 
another; send a file by email 

2 a written message that you send 


by computer; send an email 


a combination of letters and 
symbols that identifies where 


emails are sent 


a collection of information that 


you keep on your computer 


a group of files that are stored 


together on a computer 


a set of letters of the same style 


and size 


a person who illegally gets access 


to another computer 


hard disk [hard disk] the part inside a computer where 


data and programs are stored 


hard drive [hard dratv] the part inside a computer that 


contains the hard disk 


hardware [hardwer] things in computer systems such 
as the computer, the keyboard and 


the screen, rather than the 


programs 
home page [houm perd] the main page of a website 
LT. [ar 'ti:] short for "information 


technology": the study and 


practice of using computers 


icon [arkon] a picture on a computer screen 
that you can choose, in order to 


open a particular program 


EXAMPLES 


You can rearrange the icons on your desktop. 


You can cut and paste whole paragraphs from one document to another. 


Could you email David Ferguson and arrange a meeting? 


The company needs people with I.T. skills. 


inbox [inboks] the place where your computer 


stores emails that people have sent 


to you 


ink cartridge [ink kartrid3] a container of ink that you put in a 


printer 


the internet [ði internet] the network that connects 


computers all over the world 


italics [itzeliks] letters and numbers that slope to 


the right; This sentence is in italics. 


key [ki] one of the buttons that you press 


in order to operate a computer 


keyboard [kibord] the set of keys that you press in 


order to operate a computer 


laptop [laptop] a small computer that you can 


carry with you 


memory [memori] the part of a computer where it 


stores information 


memory stick [memori stik] a small object for storing 
information that you can carry 
with you and use in different 


computers 


menu [menyu] a list of choices on a computer 
screen, showing things that you 
can do using a particular program; 


a drop-down menu 


modem [moudom, -dem] a piece of equipment that uses a 
telephone line to connect 


computers 
monitor [monitor] the part of a computer that 
contains the screen 


mouse [maus] an object that you use to do things 


on a computer without using the 


keyboard 

mouse mat see mouse pad 

(BRIT) 

mouse pad [maus ped] a flat piece of plastic that you rest 
a mouse on (In British English, use 
mouse mat) 

network [netwark] a system of connected computers 

operating [pporeitin a system in a computer that 

system sistom] controls all system the other 


programs 


EXAMPLES 


I had 50 emails in my inbox. 


I found all the information I needed on the internet. 


password [passward] a secret word or phrase that 


allows you to use a computer 


PC 


printer 


printout 


program 


screen 


social 


networking 


software 


spam 


spreadsheet 


[pi si] 


[printer] 


[printaut] 


[prougrem, 


grom] 


[skrin] 


[soufel 


netwarkin] 


[softwear ] 


[spaem] 


[spredfit] 


system 


short for “personal computer”: a 
computer that people use at 


school, at home or in an office 


a machine for printing copies of 


computer documents on paper 


a piece of paper with information 


from a computer printed on it 


a set of instructions that a 
computer uses to do a particular 
task 


a flat surface on a computer where 


you see pictures or words 


the activity of contacting friends 
and making new friends on 


particular websites 
computer programs 


advertising messages that are sent 
automatically by email to large 


numbers of people 


a program that deals with 
numbers, and is mainly used for 


financial planning 


USB [yu es bi] short for "Universal Serial Bus": a 
way of connecting equipment to a 


computer; a USB port 


username [yuzornem | the name that you type onto your 
screen each time you open a 


particular program or website 


virus [varrəs] a program that enters a computer 
system and changes or destroys 


the information that is there 


EXAMPLES 


The printer plugs into the computer’s USB port. 
I clicked the mouse and a message appeared on the screen. 
Have you used a social networking site such as Myfpace or Facebook? 


The software allows you to browse the internet on your mobile phone. 


You should protect your computer against viruses. 


the web [ðə web] a computer system that helps you 
find information. You can use it 


anywhere in the world. 


web address [web ədres] the location of a website on the 
internet, for example, 


http://www.harpercollins.com 


webcam [webkem] a camera on a computer that 


produces images that can be seen 


website [websait] 
window [windoo] 
VERBS 


back something 


up 

boot up a 

computer 

browse [brauz] 
click [klik] 
copy [koppi] 
crash [kræf] 


on a website 


a set of information on the 


internet about a particular subject 


one of the work areas that a screen 


can be divided into 


to make a copy of a computer file 
that you can use if the original file 


is lost; back up a file 


to make a computer start working 


to search for information on the 


internet; browse the internet 


to press one of the buttons on a 
mouse in order to make something 
happen on the screen; click on a 
link 


to make a new version of a file or 
disk that is exactly the same as the 


old one; copy a file 


used for saying that a computer or 
a program suddenly stops 


working; The computer crashed. 


cut and paste to move words or pictures on a 
computer from one place to 


another place 


delete [dilit] 1 to remove a file or document 
from a computer; delete a file 
2 to remove text from a document; 
delete 
a paragraph 


EXAMPLES 


Go over to your computer and boot it up. 


My computer crashed for the second time that day. 


The report was too long so I deleted a few paragraphs. 


download [daunloud] to copy a file, a program, or other 
information from a bigger 
computer, 
a network or the internet to your 


own computer 


email [imerl] to send a message from one 
computer to another; email 


someone 


format [formet] to change the arrangement of the 
text of 


a document 


key something to put information into a computer 


in using the keyboard; key in data 


log in to type your username and 
password so that you can start 


using a computer or website 


log off to stop using a computer or 
website by clicking on an 


instruction 


print [print] to use a machine to produce a 
copy of a computer file on paper; 
print ten copies of 


a document 


program [prougrem, to give a computer a set of 
grom] instructions so that it can do a 
particular task; program 


a computer 


save [serv] to give a computer an instruction 
to store some information; save 


your work 


scroll [skroul] to move the text on a computer 
screen up or down to find the 
information that you need; scroll 


down the page 


zip [zip] to make a file smaller so that you 


can send it to someone using the 


internet 


EXAMPLES 


You can download software from this website. 


She turned on her computer and logged in. 


This is how to zip files so that you can send them via email. 


ADJECTIVES 

bold [bould] letters and numbers that are bold 
are thicker and darker than 
ordinary ones; bold capitals 

desktop [desktop] of a convenient size for using on a 
desk or a table; a desktop computer 

electronic [llektronik, i-] ^ using electricity and small 
electrical parts 

offline [pflam] not connected to the internet; The 
computer is offline. 

online [onlarn] 1 available on the internet; an 
online store 
2 connected to the internet; people 
who are online 

portable [portobel] designed to be carried or moved 


around 


wireless [warorlis | using radio waves (= a form of 
power that travels through the air) 


instead of wires; a wireless 


connection 
ADVERBS 
offline [pflam] not using the internet; work offline 
online [onlarn] using the internet; search online 
IDIOM 
surf the net to spend time looking at different 


websites on the internet 


EXAMPLES 


Your computer is currently offline. 


I buy most of my clothes online. 


Some teenagers spend hours surfing the net. 


cooking 


NOUNS 
barbecue [barbikyu] 
blender [blender] 


bottle opener [bpt?l oopener] 


broiler [broilor] 


cake tin [kerk tin] 


can opener [kan oupener] 


chopping board [tfopIy bord] 


a piece of equipment that you use 


for cooking outdoors 


a piece of electrical equipment for 
mixing liquids and soft foods 
together or for turning fruit or 


vegetables into liquid 


a metal tool for removing tops 


from bottles 


the part of a oven where you cook 
food under strong heat (In British 
English, use grill) 


1 a metal container that you use 
for baking a cake 
2 a metal container that you put a 


cake in to keep it fresh 


a tool for opening tins of food (In 


British English, use tin opener) 


a flat piece of wood or plastic that 


you chop meat or vegetables on 


coffee maker [kəfi merkor] a machine for making coffee 


cook [kuk] someone who prepares and cooks 
food 

cooker (BRIT) see stove 

corkscrew [korkskru] a tool for pulling corks out of 
bottles 

dish [dif] a wide shallow container with no 


cover, that you use for cooking 


and serving food 


food processor [fud prpsesor] ^ a piece of electrical equipment for 
mixing or chopping food, or for 


turning food into liquid 


fork [fork] a tool with a handle and three or 
four long metal points at the end, 
that you use for eating and 


cooking 


frying pan [fran pæn] a flat metal pan with a long 
handle, that you use for frying 
food 


grater [grertor] a tool with a rough surface, that 
you use for cutting food into very 


small pieces 


EXAMPLES 


My mom is a good cook. 


grill [gril] 1 a flat frame of metal bars that 
you can use to cook food over a 
fire 
2 (BRIT) see broiler 


hob (BRIT) see stove top 


kettle [ketal] a metal container with a lid anda 
handle, that you use for boiling 


water 


knife [narf] a tool with a handle and a sharp 
flat piece of metal, that you use 
for eating and cooking; a carving 
knife; a bread knife 


ladle [lerdal] a large, round, deep spoon with a 
long handle, that you use for 


serving soup 


microwave [markrouwerv] an oven that cooks food very 


quickly using electric waves 
mixing bowl [miksry boul] a large bowl that you use for 
mixing ingredients 


oven [aven] a piece of equipment for cooking 
that is like a large metal box with 


a door 


pan 


peeler 


pot 


recipe 


rolling pin 


[pan] 


[pilor] 


[ppt] 


[respi] 


[roulin pin] 


a round metal container with a 
long handle, that you use for 


cooking food 


a tool for removing the skin from 


fruit and vegetables; a potato peeler 


a deep round container that you 
use for cooking soup and other 
food 


a set of instructions telling you 


how to cook something 


a long wooden tool that you roll 


over dough in order to make it flat 


saucepan [sospaen] a deep metal cooking pot, usually 
with a long handle and a lid 
scale [skeil] a piece of equipment that you use 


for weighing food (In British 


English, use scales) 


scales (BRIT) see scale 


EXAMPLES 


Put the dish in the oven for 40 minutes. 


No salt is required in this recipe. 


sieve 


spatula 


spoon 


stove 


stove top 


toaster 


timer 


tin opener 
(BRIT) 


tongs 


[sıv] 


[spætfələ] 


[spun] 


[stouv] 


[stouv top] 


[toustər] 


[tarmər] 


[təņz] 


a tool with a fine metal net, that 
you use for separating food from 


liquids 


a tool like a knife with a wide flat 
blade, that you use for lifting hot 
food 


a tool with a handle and a part 
like a shallow bowl, that you use 
for eating and cooking; a wooden 


spoon 


a piece of kitchen equipment that 
you use for cooking food (In British 


English, use cooker) 


the top part of a cooker where you 
put pans (In British English, use 
hob) 


a piece of electrical equipment 


that you use to heat bread 


a piece of equipment that you use 
for measuring how long you need 


to cook something for 


see can opener 


a tool consisting of two connected 


pieces of metal, that you use for 


picking up food 


whisk [wisk] a tool for stirring eggs or cream 


very fast; an electric whisk; a hand 


whisk 

VERBS 

bake [berk] to cook food in an oven without 
extra oil or liquid 

beat [bit] to mix food quickly with a spoon 
or a fork; beat an egg 

boil [boil] 1 to heat water until bubbles 


appear and the water starts to 
change into steam; boil water 
2 to cook food in boiling water; 


boil potatoes 


EXAMPLES 


We bought a new stove. 


Put the pan on the stove top, add flour, and cook for one minute. 


Beat the eggs with a wooden spoon. 


Gradually bring the sauce to the boil. 


bring to heat liquid until it boils to the 


something boil 


broil 


carve 


chop 


cook 
fry 


grill 


mash 


melt 


peel 


prepare 


roast 


serve 


slice 


[broil] 


[karv] 


[tfop] 


[kuk] 


[frar] 


[mæf] 


[melt] 


[pil] 


[prıpeər] 


[roust] 


[s2rv ] 


[slats] 


to cook food under a broiler (In 
British English, use grill) 


to cut slices from meat; carve the 


meat 


to cut something into pieces with 


a knife chop the vegetables 
to prepare and heat food 
to cook food in hot fat or oil 


1 to cook food on metal bars 
above a fire or barbecue or under 
a grill 

2 (BRIT) see broil 


to press food to make it soft 


to heat a solid food so that it 


becomes a liquid 


to remove the skin of fruit or 


vegetables 
to get food ready 


to cook meat or other food in an 


oven or over a fire 
to give people food and drinks 


to cut food into thin pieces; slice 


stir [star] 
weigh [wer] 
whisk [wisk] 


EXAMPLES 


Carve the beef into thin slices. 
Chop the butter into small pieces. 


Mash the bananas with a fork. 


Top with whipped cream and serve. 


Serve the soup with crusty bread. 


Helen sliced the cake. 


ADJECTIVES 

baked [berkt] 
boiled [borld] 
chopped [tjopt] 
fried [fraid] 


the mushrooms 


to mix a liquid in a container 
using a spoon 

to measure how heavy something 
is 


to stir eggs or cream very fast 


cooked in the oven without extra 


oil or liquid; a baked potato 


cooked in boiling water; a boiled 
ess 
cut into pieces with a knife; a tin 


of chopped tomatoes 


cooked in hot fat or oil; fried rice 


grated [greitid] cut into very small pieces using a 


grater; grated cheese 
mashed [meJt] pressed until soft; mashed potatoes 


medium [midiom] used for describing meat that is 


cooked so that the inside is still 


slightly pink 

poached [poutft] cooked gently in boiling liquid; a 
poached egg 

rare [rear] used for describing meat that is 


cooked very lightly so that the 


inside is still red 


roast [roust] cooked in the oven or over a fire; 
roast beef 
scrambled [skraembeld] used to describe eggs that have 


been mixed together and heated in 


a pan 


steamed [stimd] cooked in steam rather than water; 


steamed vegetables 


well done [wel dan] if meat is well done, it has been 


cooked thoroughly 


EXAMPLES 


Td like my steak well done. 


NOUNS 


agriculture 


barn 


bulldozer 


cave 


cliff 


combine 


harvester 
country 


countryside 


crop 


countryside 


[eertkaltfar] 


[barn] 


[buldouzar] 


[kerv] 


[klf] 


[kpmbain 


harvistor | 
[kAntri] 


[kantrisaid] 


[krpp] 


the business or activity of taking 


care of crops and farm animals 


a building on a farm where 


animals and crops are kept 


a large vehicle that is used for 


moving large amounts of earth 


a large hole in the side of a hill or 
under the ground; an underground 


cave 


a high area of land with a very 
steep side next to water; walk 
along the cliffs 


a large machine that is used on 


farms to cut, sort, and clean grain 
same as countryside 


land that is away from cities and 


towns; We live in the country. 


a plant that people grow for food; 


ditch 


estate 


farm 


farmer 


farmyard 


fence 


field 


[dit] 


[1stert ] 


[farm] 


[farmor] 


[farmyard] 


[fens] 


[fild] 


plant 


a crop 


a deep, long, narrow hole that 
carries water away from a road or 
a field 


a large house in a large area of 


land in the country 


an area of land and buildings 
where people grow crops and keep 


animals 


a person who owns or works on a 


farm 


an area near a farmhouse that is 
enclosed by walls or buildings; 


farmyard animals 


a wooden or metal wall around a 


piece of land 


a piece of land where crops are 


grown, or where animals are kept 


EXAMPLES 


Lisa and Andrew live in the countryside. 


Both of the boys work on the farm. 


There is not enough good farm land here. 


We drove past fields of sunflowers. 


fishing 


forest 


gate 


ground 


harvest 


hay 


hedge 


hike 


hill 


[fifty] 


[fortst] 


[gert | 


[graund] 


[harvist] 


[her] 


[hed3] 


[hark] 


[hil] 


the sport or business of catching 
fish 


a large area where trees grow 


close together 


a structure like a door that you use 


to enter a field; close the gate 


the soil on the Earth's surface in 


which you can grow plants 


1 the activity of collecting a crop, 
or the time when this is done 
2 the amount of a crop that is 


collected; a good/poor harvest 


grass that has been cut and dried 
so that it can be used for feeding 


animals 


a row of small trees growing close 


together around a field 


a long walk, especially in the 


countryside 


an area of land that is higher than 
the land around it; a steep hill; 
climb a hill 


hunt [hant] an organized event when a group 
of people follow and kill wild 
animals as a sport; go on a hunt 

hunter [hantor] a person who hunts wild animals 
for food or as a sport 

lake [lerk] a large area of water with land 
around it 

land [lænd] an area of ground that is used for 
farming 

market [markıt] a place where people buy and sell 
products 

marsh [marf] a soft, wet area of land 

meadow [medou] a field that has grass and flowers 
growing in it 

moor [muoar] an area of high open ground 
covered mainly with rough grass 
and heather 

mountain [maunt?n] a very high area of land with steep 


sides; climb a mountain 


EXAMPLES 


I walked through the gate and into the field. 


The women prepare the ground for planting. 


Mt. McKinley is the highest mountain in North America. 


mud 


path 


picnic 


plough 


pond 


produce 


quarry 


rain boots 


river 


rock 


[mad] 


[pae0] 


[piknik] 


[plau] 


[ppnd] 


[produs] 


[kwari] 


[rem buts] 


[rrvor] 


[rok] 


a sticky mixture of earth and 


water 


a long, narrow piece of ground 


that people walk along 


an occasion when you eat a meal 
outdoors, usually in a park or a 


forest, or at the beach 


a large farming tool that is pulled 
across the soil to turn it over, 


usually before seeds are planted 
a small area of water 


food that you grow on a farm to 


sell 


a place where stone or minerals 


are dug out of the ground 


long rubber boots that you wear to 
keep your feet dry (In British 


English, use wellingtons) 


a long line of water that flows into 


a sea; a river bank 


1 the hard substance that is in the 
ground and in mountains 


2 a large piece of rock 


ruins [rum] the parts of a building that remain 


after something destroys the rest 


scarecrow [skearkrou] an object, in the shape of a person, 
that stands in a field where crops 
are growing in order to frighten 


birds away 


scenery [sinori] the land, water, or plants that you 
can see around you in a country 


area 


soil [soil] the substance on the surface of the 


Earth in which plants grow 


EXAMPLES 


We went for a picnic. 


The restaurant uses as much local produce as possible. 


We tried to dig, but the ground was solid rock. 


Maria sat on a rock and looked out across the sea. 


The soil here is good for growing vegetables. 


spring [sprin] a place where water comes up 
through 
the ground; an underground spring 
stable [sterbel] a building in which horses are 
kept 


stick [strk] a thin branch from a tree 


stone 


stream 


track 


tractor 


valley 


view 


village 


walk 


waterfall 


[stoun] 


[strim] 


[traek] 


[traektor] 


[vaeli] 


[vyu] 


[vilid5] 


[wok] 


[wotorfol] 


1 a hard solid substance that is 
found in 

the ground and is often used for 
building 

2 a small piece of rock that is 
found on 


the ground 
a small narrow river 


1 a rough road or path; a muddy 
track 
2 the marks that an animal leaves 


on the ground; animal tracks 


a vehicle that a farmer uses to pull 


farm machinery; drive a tractor 


a low area of land between hills; a 


steep mountain valley 


everything that you can see from a 


place 


a very small town in the 


countryside 


a trip that you make by walking, 


usually for pleasure; go for a walk 


a place where water flows over the 


edge of a steep part of hills or 


mountains, and falls into a pool 


below 


well [wel] a deep hole in the ground from 


which people take water or oil 


wellingtons see rain boots 
(BRIT) 
windmill [windmil] a building with long, flat parts on 


the outside that turn as the wind 
blows to make machinery move 
inside 

wood [wud] 1 the hard material that trees are 
made of 
2 a large area of trees growing 


near each other; in the woods 


EXAMPLES 


She could feel cool, smooth stone beneath her feet. 
Loose stones on the ground made walking difficult. 


Zak found fresh bear tracks in the snow. 


The view from the top of the hill was magnificent. 


VERBS 


climb [klarm] to move towards the top of 


something; climb a hill; climb to the 


top 


go camping to stay in a tent or a trailer for a 
short time 

harvest [harvist] to collect a farm crop; harvest crops 

hike [hark] to go for a long walk 

hunt [hant] to chase and kill wild animals for 


food or as a sport 


plough [plau] to turn earth over, usually before 


seeds are planted 


ADJECTIVES 

peaceful [pisfal] quiet and calm 

rural [ruərəl] not near cities or large towns 
PHRASE 

in the open air outside rather than in a building 


EXAMPLES 


The group hiked along a track in the forest. 


The service is ideal for people who live in rural areas. 


We eat our meals in the open air. 


NOUNS 


annual leave 
(BRIT) 


application 


apprentice 


benefits 


bonus 


boss 


employment 


[eplikerfen] 


[aprentis] 


[benifits] 


[bounas] 


see vacation 


a document with questions that 
you must answer when you apply 


for a job; fill in an application 


a young person who works for 
someone in order to learn their 
skill 


money or other advantages which 
come from your job, the 
government, or an insurance 
company such as a retirement 
plan; a salaried position with 
benefits 


an extra amount of money that 
you earn, usually because you 
have worked very hard; a bonus 


payment 


the person who is in charge of you 


career [korror] 
colleague [kplig] 
company [kamponi] 
contract [kontrakt] 


covering letter 


(BRIT) 

cover letter [kavor letor] 
co-worker [kouwsrker] 
CV (BRIT) 

disability [disobiliti ] 


EXAMPLES 


at the place where you work 


a job that you do for a long time, 
or the years of your life that you 


spend working 
a person someone works with 


a business that sells goods or 


services 


an official agreement between two 


companies or two people 


see cover letter 


a letter that you send with an 
application form in order to 
provide extra information (In 


British English, use covering letter) 
a person you work with 
see résumé 


a permanent injury or condition 
that makes it difficult for you to 


work or live normally 


Their son Dominic is an apprentice woodworker. 


discrimination 


employee 


employer 


employment 


equality 


flexitime 


freelancer 


HR 


human 


resources 


[diskrim-Inerf?n] the practice of treating one person 


[implori] 


[Implorer] 


[IÍmplormont] 


fikwoliti] 


[fleksitamm ] 


[frilaenser] 


[hyumen 


risorsiz] 


or group unfairly, for example, by 
paying them less money than 
other people; age discrimination; 


racial/sexual discrimination 


a person who is paid to work for 


another person or a company 


the person or the company that 


you work for 
work that you are paid for 


the fair treatment of all the people 


in a group 


a system that allows employees to 
start or finish work at different 
times, provided that they work an 


agreed number of hours in total 


someone who is not employed by 
an organization, and does work for 


more than one company 
see human resources 


the department in a company that 
finds, trains, and looks after the 
staff 


income [inkam] the money that a person earns or 


receives 


interview [intorvyu] a formal meeting in which 
someone asks you questions to 
find out if you are the right person 
for a job; ask someone for an 


interview 


job [dzpb] 1 the work that someone does to 
earn money; get a good job 


2 a particular task; do a good job 


layoffs [lerofz] a situation in which you lose your 
job because it is no longer 
necessary or because the 
organization can no longer afford 
to pay you; company-wide layoffs 
(In British English, use 


redundancy) 


EXAMPLES 


When I went for my first interview for this job I arrived early. 


maternity leave [motsrniti liv] a period of time when a woman 


leaves her job to have a baby 


minimum wage [minimom the lowest wage that an employer 


notice 


occupation 


overtime 


paternity leave 


pay 


profession 


promotion 


rate of pay 


recruitment 


werd] 


[noutis | 


[pkyeperfen] 


[ouvortaim | 


[petarniti liv] 


[per] 


[profefen] 


[pramoufn] 


[rert ov per] 


[rikrutmont] 


is allowed to pay an employee; on 


the minimum wage 


the act of telling your employer 
that you are going to leave your 


job; give in/hand in your notice 


someone's job; What is your 


occupation? 


extra time that you spend doing 


your job 


a period of time when a man does 
not go to work because his child 


has just been born 


to give someone money for the 
work that they do 


a type of job for which you need 


special education or training 


a move to a more important job or 
rank in the organization that you 


work for; get a promotion 


the money that workers can earn 
for a particular amount of work; a 


higher/lower rate of pay 


the process of selecting people to 


work for an organization 


redundancy see layoffs 


(BRIT) 
reference [reforons, a statement from someone who 
refrons] knows you, describing your 
character and your abilities 
résumé [re;somer] a document giving details of your 


education and work experience 
that you send to someone when 
you are trying to get a new job (In 
British English, use CV) 


EXAMPLES 


These workers are not even on the minimum wage. 


You have to give one month's notice. 


Could you write me a reference? 


Please send your résumé and a cover letter to the following address. 


retirement [rittarormont] the period in someone's life after 


they retire 


rise [raiz] an increase in the money that you 


earn; get a rise 


salary [sæləri] the money that you earn from 


your employer 


seasonal work [sizən?l wark] work that is only available at 


sick leave [sik liv] 
staff [staef] 
strike [straik] 
temp [temp] 


temping agency [templi 


erdzənsi] 


trade union [trerd yunyən] 


training [trem] 
the [ði Anmmploid] 
unemployed 


unemployment [Animmplor- mont] 


particular times of the year 


the time that a person spends 
away from work because of illness 


or injury 


the people who work for an 


organization 


a period of time when workers 
refuse to work, usually in order to 


try to get more money; go on strike 
a temporary office worker 


a company that finds jobs for 
people who want to work in 
different offices for short periods 


of time 


an organization formed by 
workers in order to improve 


conditions for workers 


the process of learning the skills 
that you need for a particular job; 


a training course 


people who do not have a job 


a situation in which people cannot 


work because there are not 


enough jobs 


vacation [vetkerfen] an amount of time in every year 
when you are paid, but you do not 
have to go to work; take vacation; 
be on vacation 
(In British English, use annual 


leave) 


wages [weid3Iz] money that is paid to someone for 
the work that they do; get your 


wages 


EXAMPLES 


Staff at the hospital went on strike yesterday. 


We want to create jobs for the unemployed 


work [wark] 1 a job that you do to earn money; 
find work 
2 the place where you do your job; 
go to work 

working week [w3srk wik] the total amount of time that you 


spend at work during the week; a 


35-hour working week 


VERBS 


apply for a job 


discriminate 


dismiss 


earn 


employ 


fire 


hire 


interview 


lay off 


pay 


promote 


[diskrimineit] 


[dismis | 


[srn] 


[1mplor] 


[farər] 


[harr] 


[intorvyu] 


[per] 


[promout] 


to write a letter or write on a form 


in order to ask for a job 


to treat a person or a group of 


people unfairly 


to tell someone that they have to 


leave their job 


to receive money for work that 


you do; earn money 


to pay someone to work for a 


person or a company 


[informal] to tell someone that they 
have to leave their job; She was 
fired from that job. 


to pay someone to do a job for you 


to ask someone questions to find 
out if they are the right person for 


a particular job 


to be forced to leave your job or to 
force someone to leave a job; get 


laid off; lay off someone 


to give someone money for the 


work that they do; well/badly paid 


to give someone a more important 


job in the same organization 


EXAMPLES 


Istart work at 8:30 am and finish at 5 pm. 


I'm lucky. I can walk to work. 


Richard has just been promoted to general manager. 


recruit [rikrot] to choose people to work in an 
organization 

resign [rizain] to tell your employer that you are 
leaving 
a job 

retire [ritaror] to leave your job and stop 


working, usually because of your 


age 


strike [strark] to refuse to work, usually to try to 


get more money 


temp [temp] to work as a temp 

work [wark] to have a job and earn money for 
it 

ADJECTIVES 


absent [zebsent] not at work 


blue-collar 


freelance 


full-time 


laid off 


part-time 


permanent 


redundant 


(BRIT) 


temporary 


unemployed 


white-collar 


[blu kplor] 


[frilaens] 


[fu] tarm] 


[lerd of] 


[part tarm] 


[psrmonoent] 


[temporeri] 


[animploid] 


[wait kplor] 


working in industry, doing 
physical work, rather than in 


offices 


working alone for different 
companies, rather than being 
employed by one company that 
pays you regularly 


working for the whole of each 


normal working week 


without a job because there is not 
enough work or money to keep 
you (In British English, use 


redundant) 


working for only part of each day 


or week 


employed for an unlimited length 


of time 


see laid off 


lasting or working for only a 
certain period of time; a temporary 


job; temporary workers 
able to work but without a job 


working in offices rather than 


doing physical work in industry 


EXAMPLES 


Workers have the right to strike. 


Mrs Lee has been temping since losing her job. 


Many people in the country are still working for less than the minimum wage. 


Have you been unemployed for over six months? 


PHRASE 

What do you do you ask “What do you do (for a 
living)?" (for a living)? when you 
want to know what someone's job 
is 

IDIOMS 

get a foot in the to manage to enter an 

door organization that you hope to 
succeed in 

a golden a large sum of money that a 

handshake company may give to an employee 
when he or she leaves 

the rat race a job or way of life in which 


people compete aggressively with 


each other to be successful; get out 


of the rat race 


environment 


NOUNS 


bottle bank [bptel bænk] 


carbon dioxide [karbon 


dalIpksald] 
carbon [karbon 
monoxide mopniksald] 
chemical [kemIke]] 


climate change [klarmirttfemd] 
conservation 


[kpnsorverfen] 


crisis (PL) 


[kratsis] [kratsis] 


a large container where you can 
put empty bottles so that the 


glass can be recycled 


a gas that is produced when 
animals and people breathe out, 
and by certain chemical 


processes 


a harmful gas that is produced 


by the engines of vehicles 


a substance that is made by 
changing or combining other 


substances 


changes in the Earth’s climate 
(= normal weather) over a long 


period of time 


the activity of taking care of the 


environment; a conservation 
group 


a situation that is very serious or 


crises 


damage 


diesel 


disaster 


Earth 


electric car 


endangered 


species 


energy 


the 


environment 


exhaust fumes 


[daemid5] 


[dizel] 


[drzaestor] 


[3r0] 


filektrik kar] 


[indemd7ordspifiz] 


[enord3i] 


[ði Invairon-mont, 


-valorn- | 


[1gzost fyumz] 


dangerous 


physical harm that happens to 


something 


a type of oil that is used in the 
engines of some vehicles instead 


of gas 


a very bad accident or event that 


may hurt many people 
the planet that we live on 


a car that is powered by 


electricity 


a type of animal or plant that 
may soon disappear from the 


world 


the power that makes machines 


work or that provides heat 


the natural world, consisting of 
land, the seas, the air, plants and 


animals 


gases that cars give out as waste 


EXAMPLES 


I'm going to take these bottles to the bottle bank. 


Pandas are an endangered species. 


You can save energy by switching off your computer when you are not 


using it. 


These gases are harmful to the environment. 


fuel [fyuel] 


fumes [fyumz] 


global warming [gloub»Iwormri] 


greenhouse [grinhausifekt] 
effect 

habitat [heebitet] 
hydro-electric — [hardrouilektrik 
power pauer] 
industrial [mdastrial werst] 
waste 

landfill [laendfil] 


a substance such as coal or oil that 


is burned to provide heat or power 


the unpleasant and harmful gases 
that are produced by things such 


as chemicals and fuel 


the slow rise in the Earth’s 


temperature 


the rise in the Earth’s temperature 
caused by a build-up of gases 
around the Earth 


the place where an animal or a 


plant lives or grows 


electricity that is produced by 


water power 


waste produced by factories 


1 a method of disposing of a lot of 
waste by burying it in a large deep 
hole; the cost of landfill 


2 a large deep hole that waste is 


buried in; a landfill site 


low-energy [lou enerd3i a light bulb that uses less 
bulb balb] electricity than normal light bulbs 
nature [nertfor] all the animals and plants in the 


world, as well as the land and the 


sea 


nuclear power  [nuklior paver] energy that is produced when the 


central part of an atom is split 


nuclear waste — [nuklior werst] harmful material from nuclear 


plants 


oxygen [bksid an] a colorless gas that people, plants, 
and animals need to breathe in 


order to live 


ozone layer [ouzoun leror] a part of the atmosphere that 
protects us from harmful rays from 


the sun; a hole in the ozone layer 


planet [pleenit] a large, round object in space that 
moves around a star. The Earth is 


a planet. 


EXAMPLES 


Scientists are trying to find a solution to global warming. 


The pollution of rivers destroys the habitats of many fish. 


Millions of plastic bags go to landfill every day. 


pollution 


population 


rainforest 


recycling 


renewable 


energy 


sewage 


solar panel 


[pəlu fen] 


[pppyelerf?n] 


[remnforist] 


[risarklin] 


[rmusbel 


enordsi] 


[suid3 | 


[soulor pzenel] 


1 the process of making water, air, 
or land dirty and dangerous; the 
pollution of our oceans 

2 harmful substances that make 
water, air, or land dirty and 


dangerous; high levels of pollution 


all the people who live in a 


country or an area 


a thick forest of tall trees that 
grows in tropical areas where 


there is a lot of rain 


processing things such as paper 
and glass so that they can be used 


again 


power from wind, water, and 
sunlight, which are always 


available 


waste material, especially from 
people’s bodies, which flows away 


through underground pipes 


a piece of equipment on a roof 
that collects energy from sunlight 
in order to heat water and produce 


electricity 


solar power [soulor pauer] ^ energy from the sun that is used to 


heat water and produce electricity 
solution [salufen] a way of dealing with a problem 


unleaded gas — [Anledid ges] gas that contains less lead than 
normal gas and causes less damage 
to the environment (In British 


English, use unleaded petrol) 
unleaded petrol (BRIT) see unleaded gas 


wildlife [waildlarf] the animals and other living things 


that live in nature 


wind power [wind pauer] energy from the wind that can be 


used to make electricity 


EXAMPLES 


The government have plans to reduce air pollution. 


The population of Bangladesh is rising every year. 


We installed solar panels on our roof last year. 


This car runs on unleaded gas. 


world [warld] the planet that we live on 
VERBS 
ban [baen] to say officially that something 


must not be done, shown, or used; 


damage [dæmıd3] 
destroy [distro1] 
dispose of 

something 

dump [damp] 
harm [harm] 
pollute [pelut] 
preserve [prizarv] 
protect [pretekt] 
recycle [risarkel] 
save [serv] 


ban the use of chemicals 


to have a bad effect on something 
so that it is less strong or 


successful 


to cause so much damage to 
something that it cannot be used 
any longer, or does not exist any 


longer 


to get rid of something; dispose of 


waste 


to leave something somewhere 


quickly and carelessly 
same as damage 
to make water, air, or land dirty 


to take action to save something 


or protect it; preserve nature 


to keep someone or something safe 
from harm or damage; protect 
wildlife 


to process things such as paper or 
bottles so that they can be used 


again 


1 to protect something from harm; 


save the rainforests 


2 to use less of something; save 


paper 
use something to finish something so that none of 
up it is left; use up resources 
ADJECTIVES 
biodegradable  [baroo- able to decay naturally without 
digreidobel] harming the environment; 
biodegradable packaging 


EXAMPLES 


This book was printed on recycled paper. 


We should recycle our trash. 


They are developing a new kind of biodegradable plastic. 


eco-friendly [£koo frendli, same as environmentally 


ikoe] friendly; an eco-friendly product 


environmentally [mvaronment?li not harmful to the environment, 


friendly frendli,-varorn-] or less harmful to the 
environment 

extinct [ikstinkt] not existing any more; this species 
is extinct 


green [grin] relating to the protection of the 


environment; green policies 


harmful [harmfol] having a bad effect on someone or 
something 

organic [orgaenik] grown without using chemicals 

sustainable [sostemnobel] using natural products in a way 


that does not damage the 
environment; sustainable farming; 


sustainable development 


EXAMPLES 


These houses were built using eco-friendly materials. 
How can we make our company more environmentally friendly? 


Many animals will soon be extinct. 


We are trying to be greener by walking to work rather than driving. 


This shop sells organic food. 


feelings and personal 
qualities 


NOUNS 


anger [engor] the strong emotion that you feel 
when you think that someone has 
behaved badly or has treated you 


unfairly 


excitement [iksartmont] the feeling you have when you are 


excited 


fear [fror] the unpleasant feeling you have 
when you think that you are in 


danger 


feeling [film] a state in which you feel 
something such as anger or 


happiness 


feelings [filz] your emotions; hurt someone's 
feelings 
guilt [gilt] an unhappy feeling that you have 


when you think that you have 


done something wrong 


happiness [haepinrs] a feeling of being pleased and 


satisfied 


honesty [pnisti] the quality of being honest 

intelligence [intelidzens] the ability to understand and learn 
things quickly and well 

kindness [karndnis] the quality of being friendly and 
helpful 

mood [mud] the way you are feeling at a 
particular time 

nature [nertfor] a person's character, which they 
show by the way they behave; a 
friendly nature 

personality [parsonzeliti] the qualities that make you 


EXAMPLES 


different from other people 


Everyone is in a state of great excitement. 

My whole body was shaking with fear. 

Sara has a fear of mice. 

I have a feeling that everything will be all right. 
They have strong feelings about politics. 


She felt a lot of guilt about her children's unhappiness. 


I am always in a good mood. 


He is in a bad mood. 


She is a very good-natured child. 


pride 


quality 


regret 


relief 


spite 


stupidity 


surprise 


ADJECTIVES 


[praid] 


[kwoliti] 


[rigret] 


[rilif] 


[spart] 


[stupiditi] 


[serprarz] 


1 a feeling of satisfaction that you 
have because you have done 
something well; a sense of pride 

2 a sense of dignity and self- 


respect 


a particular characteristic that a 


person has 


a feeling of sadness caused by 
something that you have done or 


not done; express regret 


the feeling of happiness that you 
get when something unpleasant 
has not happened or is no longer 


happening 


a feeling that makes you do 
something to hurt or upset 


someone; He did it out of spite. 


lack of intelligence or 


consideration 


the feeling you have when 
something that you do not expect 


happens 


ambitious [æmbrfəs] having a strong feeling that you 
want to be successful, rich, or 


powerful 


angry [eneri] feeling a strong emotion when 
someone has done something bad 


or has treated you unfairly 


annoyed [onard] angry about something 
anxious [ænkfəs] nervous or worried 

ashamed [afermd] feeling embarrassed or guilty 
bored [bord] not interested in something, or 


having nothing to do; get bored 


EXAMPLES 


He takes great pride in his work. 
His pride wouldn't allow him to ask for help. 
She has lots of good qualities. 


He had no regrets about leaving. 


I breathed a sigh of relief. 


To my surprise, I found I liked working hard. 


I was ashamed of myself for getting so angry. 


calm [kam] not worried, angry, or excited; Try 


to keep calm. 


cheerful [tfrərfəl] happy 


competent 


confident 


curious 


depressed 
dishonest 


dissatisfied 


embarrassed 


enthusiastic 


envious 


excited 


friendly 


frightened 


frustrated 


[kpmpitont] 


[kpnfidont] 


[kyuarias] 


[diprest] 
[dispnist] 


[disszetisfaid ] 


[imbeerast] 


[inOuzizstik | 


[envias] 


[iksaitid] 


[frendli] 


[frartend] 


[fraAstrertid ] 


able to do something well 


feeling sure about your own 


abilities and ideas 


wanting to know more about 


something 
feeling very sad 
not honest 


not happy about something; 


dissatisfied customers 


feeling shy, ashamed, or guilty 


about something 


showing how much you like or 


enjoy something 


wanting something that someone 


else has 
very happy or enthusiastic 


behaving in a pleasant, kind way; 


Samir was friendly to me. 
anxious or afraid 


upset or angry because there is 
nothing you can do about a 


problem 


funny [fAni] amusing and likely to make you 


smile or laugh 


furious [fyuarias] extremely angry 

glad [glaed] happy and pleased about 
something 

grateful [grertfol] wanting to thank someone for 


something that they have given 


you or done for you 


EXAMPLES 


She was very depressed after her husband died. 

He looked a bit embarrassed when he noticed his mistake. 
Tom was not very enthusiastic about the idea. 

I have to admit I was a little envious 

I was excited about playing football again. 


She was frightened of making a mistake. 


They seemed glad to see me. 


She was grateful to him for being so helpful. 


guilty [gilti] feeling unhappy because you think 
that you have done something 
wrong; feel guilty 

happy [haepi] feeling pleased and satisfied; a 
happy child 


helpful [helpful] helping you by doing something 


honest 


hurt 


impatient 


independent 


insecure 


intelligent 


jealous 


kind 


[pnist] 


[hart] 


[Imperfent] 


[indrpendent] 


[msikyuar] 


[intelidzent] 


[dzelas] 


[kaind] 


useful 


for you 


always telling the truth and not 


stealing or cheating 


upset because of something that 


someone has said or done 


1 annoyed because you have to 
wait too long for something 


2 becoming annoyed very quickly 


able to take care of yourself 
without needing help or money 


from anyone else 
not confident 


able to understand and learn 


things quickly and well 


1 feeling angry because you think 
that another person is trying to 
take away someone or something 
that you love 

2 feeling angry or unhappy 
because you 

do not have something that 


someone else has 


friendly and helpful 


lonely [lounli] unhappy because you are alone 


loving [lvi] feeling or showing love for other 


people; a loving husband 


mean [min] unkind or cruel 


EXAMPLES 


She was deeply hurt by Ali's remarks. 

People are impatient for the war to be over. 

Try not to be impatient with your kids. 

Children become more independent as they grow. 


Most people are a little insecure about their looks. 


He got jealous and there was a fight. 


She was jealous of her sister's success. 


Don't be mean to your brother! 


miserable [mrzorobel] very unhappy 

naughty [noti] badly behaved, and not doing 
what someone tells you to do; a 
naughty boy 

nervous [n3rvos] frightened or worried 

nice [nars] friendly and pleasant 

optimistic [optımıstık] hopeful about the success of 
something 


pessimistic [pesimistik] thinking that bad things are going 


pleased 


polite 


proud 


relaxed 


relieved 


rude 
sad 


satisfied 


scared 


selfish 


sensitive 


[plizd] 


[pelait] 


[praud] 


[rilzekst] 


[rilivd] 


[rud] 
[sæd] 


[sætısfard] 


[skeərd] 


[self1f] 


[sensitiv] 


to happen 


happy about something or 
satisfied with something; I am very 


pleased with your work. 


behaving with respect towards 


other people 


1 pleased and satisfied about 
something good that you or other 
people close to you have done 

2 thinking that you are better than 
other people 


calm and not worried 


feeling happy because something 
unpleasant has not happened or is 


no longer happening 
not polite 
unhappy 


happy because you have what you 


wanted 
frightened; I'm not scared of him. 


caring only about yourself, and 


not about other people 


1 showing that you understand 


EXAMPLES 


They were extremely nice to me. 


His dad was very proud of him. 


We are relieved to be back home. 


other people's feelings 
2 easily worried and offended 
about something when people talk 


about it 


The classroom teacher must be sensitive to a child's needs. 


Young people can be sensitive about their appearance. 


serious 


shocked 


shy 


stupid 


surprised 


[srorios] 


[fokt] 


[far] 


[stupid] 


[serprarzd] 


thinking a lot, and not smiling or 


laughing much 


very upset because of something 


unpleasant that has happened 


nervous about talking to people 


that you do not know well 


not intelligent, and not able to 
behave in 


a sensible way 


having the feeling you get when 
something happens that you did 


not expect 


suspicious [saspifas] not trusting someone or something 


thoughtful [G5tfol] thinking about other people's 
feelings 

thoughtless [G5tlrs] not thinking about other people's 
feelings 


uncomfortable [ankamftabel, slightly worried or embarrassed 


kamforto-] 
unhappy [anhepi] 1 sad 
2 not satisfied with something 
upset [Apset] unhappy because something bad 


has happened; Marta looked upset. 


well-behaved [wel brhervd] behaving in a way that other 
people think is polite and correct; 


well-behaved little boys 


worried [warid] thinking about problems that you 
have or about unpleasant things 


that might happen 


EXAMPLES 


She was deeply shocked when she heard the news. 
We were surprised by the play's success. 
It was thoughtless of me to forget your birthday. 


The request for money made them feel uncomfortable. 


We were unhappy with the way we played on Friday. 


When she did not come home, they got worried. 


VERBS 


become [bikam] 


behave [btherv ] 


calm down 
enjoy [indzor] 


enjoy yourself 


feel [fil] 
grow [grou] 
hurt [hart] 
suffer [safor] 
upset [Apset] 
IDIOMS 


down in the 


dumps 


get on 


to start to feel a particular way; 


become anxious 


to do and say things in a particular 


way; behave strangely 

to become less upset or excited 

to like doing something 

to get pleasure from an experience 


to experience a particular 


emotion; How do you feel? 


to begin to have a particular 


feeling; Lisbet soon grew bored. 


to say or do something that makes 


someone unhappy 
to feel pain, sadness or worry 


to make you feel worried or 


unhappy 


unhappy or depressed 


to annoy someone 


someone's 


nerves 
hit the roof 


over the moon 


EXAMPLES 


I enjoyed playing basketball. 


I’m really sorry if I hurt your feelings. 


His behavior really upset me. 


to suddenly become very angry 


extremely happy and excited 


food and drink 


NOUNS 

food [fud] the things that people and animals 
eat 

MEAT AND FISH 

bacon [berkon] slices of salted or smoked meat 


that comes from a pig; eggs and 


bacon for breakfast 
beef [bif] meat from a cow 


chicken [t{ikin] 1 a bird that is kept on a farm for 
its eggs and meat 
2 the meat of this bird; chicken 


sandwiches 
fish (pl) fish, [ff] an animal that lives and swims in 
fishes water, that people eat as food 
gravy [greivi] a sauce made from the juices that 


come from meat when it cooks 


ground beef [graund bif] meat that has been cut into very 
small pieces using a machine (In 


British English, use mince)) 


ham [hem] meat from a pig that has been 
prepared with salt and spices; ham 


sandwiches 


hamburger [hambsrgor] a type of food made from small 
pieces of meat that have been 
shaped into a flat circle. 
Hamburgers are fried or grilled 


and are often eaten in a round 


bread roll. 

lamb [lam ] the flesh of a young sheep eaten as 
food 

meat [mit] the part of an animal that people 


cook and eat 


mince (BRIT) see ground beef 
pork [pork] meat from a pig 
sausage [sosid 5] a mixture of very small pieces of 


meat, spices and other foods, 


inside a long thin skin 


EXAMPLES 


We had roast beef for lunch. 


I don't eat meat or fish. 


Fry the ground beef in a frying pan. 


For supper, she served lamb and vegetables. 


They ate sausages for breakfast. 


seafood [sifud] fish and other small animals from 
the sea that you can eat; a seafood 


restaurant 


steak [sterk] 1a large flat piece of beef without 
much fat on it; steak and fries 
2 a large piece of fish that does 
not contain many bones; a salmon 


steak 
EGGS, CHEESE AND MILK PRODUCTS 


butter [bAtor] a soft yellow food made from 
cream that you spread on bread or 


use in cooking 


cheese [tfiz] a solid food that is usually white 


or yellow and is made from milk 


cream [krim] a thick liquid that is made from 


milk; whipped cream 


custard [kastord] a sweet yellow sauce made of 


milk, eggs, and sugar 


egg [eg] a hen’s egg, that people eat as 
food in many countries; a boiled 
egg; a hard-boiled egg; a poached 
egg; scrambled eggs 


ice cream [ars krim] 1 a frozen sweet food made from 


margarine [mard orm] 
mayonnaise [meroenerz] 
omelet [pmlit, polit] 


omelette (BRIT) 
yoghurt (BRIT) 


yogurt [yougert] 


EXAMPLES 


Jordi spread some butter on a roll. 


We had apple pie and custard for dessert. 


Break the eggs into a bowl. 


cream, sugar, and sometimes fruit 
or chocolate; chocolate ice cream 
2 a portion of ice cream; two ice 


creams 


a yellow substance that is made 
from vegetable oil, and is similar 


to butter; a tub of margarine 


a cold, thick sauce made from eggs 


and oil 


a type of food made by mixing 
eggs and cooking them in a frying 
pan; a cheese omelet (In British 


English, use omelette) 
see omelet 
see yogurt 


a thick liquid food that is made 
from milk (In British English, use 
yoghurt) 


BREAD, CAKES, AND BISCUITS 


biscuit (BRIT) 


bread 


cake 


cookie 


loaf 


pancake 


roll 


sandwich 


[bred] 


[kerk] 


[kuki] 


[louf] 


[penkerk] 


[roul] 


[seenwitf, saend-] 


see cookie 


a food made mostly from flour and 
water and baked in an oven; a slice 
of bread 


a sweet food that you make from 
flour, eggs, sugar, and butter; a 
birthday cake 


a type of hard, dry cake that is 
usually sweet and round in shape; 
a chocolate biscuit (In British 


English, use biscuit) 


bread that has been shaped and 
baked in one large piece; a loaf of 
bread 


a thin, round food made from 
milk, flour, and eggs, cooked in a 
frying pan 

bread in a small round or long 


shape 


two slices of bread with another 
food such as cheese or meat 


between them; a cheese sandwich; a 


toasted sandwich 


toast [toust] slices of bread that you have 
heated until they are hard and 


brown; slices of toast 
OTHER FOOD 


candy [keendi] small pieces of sweet food such as 
chocolates (In British English, use 


sweets) 


cereal [srəriəl] 1 a food made from grain, that 
people eat with milk for breakfast; 
a bowl of cereal 
2 a plant that produces grain for 
food; cereal grains such as corn and 


wheat 


chips 1 very thin slices of potato that 
have been cooked in oil and are 
eaten as a snack; a bag of potato 
chips (In British English, 


use crisps) 
2 (BRIT) see fries 


EXAMPLES 


Patricia put two pieces of bread on a plate and buttered them. 


I blew out the candles and Mom sliced the cake. 


Raul ate a piece of chocolate cake. 


He spread some butter on a roll. 


Eat more fruit and vegetables and less candy. 


chocolate 


crisps (BRIT) 


curry 


dish 


fast food 


flour 


fries 


honey 


[tfokolit, tfoklit] 1 a brown food eaten as a sweet; a 


[ksri] 


[dij] 


[fæst fud] 


[flavor] 


[fraiz] 


[hani] 


bar of chocolate 
2 a small sweet covered with 


chocolate; a box of chocolates 
see chips 


a dish, originally from Asia, that is 


cooked with hot spices; vegetable 
curry 


food that is prepared in a 


particular way; a chicken dish 


hot food, such as hamburgers, that 
is served quickly after you order 


it; a fast food restaurant 


a fine powder that is used for 
making bread, cakes, and pastry; 


wholemeal flour 


long thin pieces of potato, cooked 
in oil and eaten hot; a burger and 
fries (In British English, use chips) 


a sweet, sticky food that is made 


jam [d5aem] 
jello [dzelou] 
jelly [deli] 
lasagna [lozanyo] 


lasagne (BRIT) 


EXAMPLES 


Let's eat curry tonight. 


My favorite dish is lasagna. 


noodles [nudelz] 


by bees 
(= black-and-yellow insects); a jar 


of honey 


a sweet food containing soft fruit 
and sugar, that is usually spread 


on bread; strawberry jam 


a soft sweet food made from fruit 
juice and sugar that moves from 
side to side when you touch it; 
jello and ice cream (In British 
English, use jelly) 

1 same as jam; raspberry jelly 


2 (BRIT) see jello 


a dish that consists of layers of 
pasta, sauce, and a filling such as 
meat or cheese, baked in an oven 


(In British English, use lasagne) 


see lasagna 


long, thin strips of pasta, used 


especially in Chinese and Italian 


cooking; a bowl of noodles 


oil [orl] a smooth, thick liquid made from 
plants, that is often used for 


cooking; vegetable oil 


pasta [pasto] a type of food made from a 
mixture of flour, eggs, and water 
that is made into different shapes 
and then boiled 


pastry [perstri] a food made from flour, fat, and 
water that is often used for 


making pies 


paté [pater] a mixture of meat, fish, or 
vegetables that is mixed into a 


paste and eaten cold; liver páté 


pepper [pepor] a brown or black spice with a hot 


taste that you put on food; salt and 
pepper 


pie [par] a dish consisting of fruit with a 


pastry crust 


izza [pitso] a flat, round piece of bread that is 
p p p 
covered with tomatoes, cheese, 
and sometimes other foods, and 


then baked in an oven 


rice [rais] white or brown grains from a 
plant that grows in warm, wet 


areas; plain boiled rice 


salad [sæləd] a mixture of foods, especially 
vegetables, that you usually serve 


cold; a green salad; a mixed salad 


salt [səlt] a white substance that you use to 


improve the flavor of food 


sauce [sas] a thick liquid that you eat with 


other food; pasta sauce 


snack [snaek] a simple meal that is quick to 


prepare and eat; have a snack 


soup [sup] a liquid food made by boiling 
meat, fish, or vegetables in water; 


home-made soup 


spaghetti [spogeti] a type of pasta that looks like long 


pieces of string 


EXAMPLES 


The pasta is cooked in a garlic and tomato sauce. 


Bruno ordered a thin-crust pizza. 


The children have a snack when they come home from school. 


stew [stu] a meal that you make by cooking 


meat and vegetables slowly in 
liquid 
sugar [foger] a sweet substance used for making 


food and drinks taste sweet; a 


spoonful of sugar 
sweets (BRIT) see candy 
vinegar [vinigor] a sour, sharp-tasting liquid that is 


used in cooking 


DRINKS 
alcoholic drink [elkaholik a drink that contains alcohol 
drink] 
beer [brer] an alcoholic drink made from 
grain 
cider [sardor] an alcoholic drink made from 
apples 
coffee [kəfi] a drink made from boiling water 
and the beans of the coffee plant, 
made into a powder; strong coffee; 
Two coffees, please. 
hot chocolate [hot tfokolit, a drink made by mixing chocolate 
tfoklit] powder with milk or water 


ice cube [ars kyub] a small block of ice that you put 


into a drink to make it cold 


juice [dzus] the liquid that comes from a fruit 
or a vegetable; 


orange/apple/lemon/fruit juice 


lemonade [lemoneid] a drink that is made from lemons, 


sugar, and water 


milk [milk] the white liquid that cows and 
some other animals produce, 


which people drink 


mineral water [muinoral wotor] water that comes out of the 


ground naturally and is considered 


healthy to drink 

soft drink [soft drink] a cold non-alcoholic drink such as 
ginger ale 

tap water [tæp wotor] the water that comes out of a tap 


in a building such as a house or a 
hotel 


EXAMPLES 


She gave him a bowl of beef stew. 


Do you take sugar in your coffee? 


We ordered a couple of beers and asked for the menu. 


tea [ti] a drink that you make by pouring 


whisky 


wine 


[wiski] 


[warn] 


boiling water on the dry leaves of 
a plant called the tea bush; a pot of 


tea 


a strong alcoholic drink made 


from grain 


an alcoholic drink made from 
grapes (— small green or purple 
fruit); red/white wine; a glass of 


wine 


ITEMS USED FOR EATING, DRINKING, AND SERVING MEALS 


bottle 


bowl 


chopsticks 


cup 


dish 


fork 


[bpt*l] 


[boul] 


[t{ppstiks] 


[kap] 


[dif] 


[fork] 


a glass or plastic container in 
which drinks and other liquids are 


kept 


a round container that is used for 


mixing and serving food 


a pair of thin sticks that people in 


East Asia use for eating food 


a small round container that you 


drink from; a cup of coffee 


a shallow container for cooking or 
serving food; a serving dish; a dish 


of hot vegetables 


a tool with long metal points, used 


glass [glaes] 


jug [dzag] 


knife v» knives [naif] [naivz] 


mug [mag] 
napkin [nzpkin] 
plate [pleit] 
saucer [sosor] 


EXAMPLES 


Put the soup in a bowl. 


for eating food; knives and forks 


a container made from glass, 


which you can drink from 


a container with a handle, used for 
holding and pouring liquids; a milk 
jug 

a sharp flat piece of metal with a 
handle, used for cutting things; a 
sharp/blunt knife 


a deep cup with straight sides; a 
mug of coffee 

a square of cloth or paper that you 
use when you are eating to protect 
your clothes, or to wipe your 


mouth or hands 


a flat dish that is used for holding 


food; a plate of sandwiches 


a small curved plate that you put 


under a cup 


spoon [spun] 
straw [stro] 
teapot [tippt] 
teaspoon [tispun] 


CAFÉS AND RESTAURANTS 


à la carte [a lo kart] 


bar [bar] 


bill (BRIT) 


café [kaefer] 


check [tfek] 


a long object with a round end 
that is used for eating, serving or 


mixing food; a serving spoon 


a thin tube that you use to suck a 


drink into your mouth 


a container that is used for making 


and serving tea 


a small spoon that you use for 


putting sugar into tea or coffee 


an à la carte menu in a restaurant 
is a list of dishes that each have a 


different price 


a place where you can buy and 


drink alcoholic drinks 
see check 


a place where you can buy drinks 


and small meals 


a document that shows how much 
money you must pay for 
something (In British English, use 
bill) 


chef [fef] a person who prepares and cooks 


food in a restaurant 


menu [menyu] a list of the food and drink that 


you can have in a restaurant 


order [ardor] the food or drink that you ask for 


in a bar, café or restaurant 


restaurant [restoront, - a place where you can buy and eat 


torant, -trant] a meal 


service [ssrvis] the help that people in a 
restaurant or a shop give you; 


give/get good/poor service 


EXAMPLES 


Maisie was drinking juice with a straw. 


Can we have the check please? 


tip [tip] money that you give to a waiter or 
waitress to thank them for a job 


they have done for you 


waiter [wertor] a man whose job is to serve food 


in a restaurant 


waitress [wertrrs] a woman whose job is to serve 
food in 


a restaurant 


wine list [warn list] 


EXPERIENCING FOOD 


flavor [flervor] 


flavour (BRIT) 


hunger [hangor] 
smell [smel] 
taste [terst] 
thirst [O3rst] 


MEALS AND PARTS OF MEALS 


a menu of wines that are available 


in a restaurant 


the taste of a food or drink (In 


British English, use flavour) 
see flavor 


the feeling that you get when you 


need something to eat 


the quality of something that you 
notice when you breathe in 


through your nose; a lovely smell 


1 the particular quality that 
something has when you put it in 
your mouth, for example whether 
it is sweet or salty; the taste of 
chocolate; a horrible taste 

2a small amount of food or drink 
that you try in order to see what 
the flavor is like; Have a taste of 
this. 

the feeling that you get when you 


want to drink something 


appetizer [zpitaizor] a small amount of food that you 


eat as the first part of a meal 


breakfast [brekfost] the first meal of the day; have 
breakfast 


EXAMPLES 


I gave the waiter a tip. 


The waitress brought our food and said, “Enjoy your meal!” 


I added some pepper for extra flavor. 


There was a horrible smell in the fridge. 


I just love the smell of freshly baked bread. 


course [kors] one part of a meal; a three-course 
meal 
dessert [dizart] something sweet that you eat at 


the end of a meal 


dinner [dinor] the main meal of the day, usually 
served in the evening; have dinner; 


invite someone for dinner 


lunch [lAntf] the meal that you have in the 
middle of the day; have lunch 


main course [mern kors] the most important course of a 


meal 


meal [mil] 1 an occasion when people sit 


starter 


VERBS 


drink 


eat 


order 


serve 


smell 


swallow 


[startor] 


[drink] 


[it] 


[ordor] 


[s2rv ] 


[smel] 


[swolou ] 


down and eat 
2 the food that you eat during a 


meal 


same as appetizer 


1 to take liquid into your mouth 
and swallow it; drink some water 
2 to drink alcohol; I don’t drink. 


to put something into your mouth 


and swallow it 


to ask for food or drink in a bar, 


café or restaurant 


to give people food and drinks in a 
restaurant or bar; A waiter served 


us. 


1 to have a quality that you notice 
by breathing in through your nose; 
That cake smells delicious. 

2 to notice something when you 
breathe in through your nose; I 


can smell garlic. 


to make something go from your 


mouth down into your stomach 


EXAMPLES 


The meal consisted of chicken, rice, and vegetables. 


Noah served me coffee and chocolate cake. 


That smells good! 


Polly took a bite of the apple and swallowed it. 


taste [terst] 1 to have a particular flavor; It 
tastes of lemons. 
2 to eat or drink a small amount of 
food or drink in order to see what 
the flavor is like; Taste the soup. 
3 to be aware of the flavor of 
something that you are eating or 


drinking; Can you taste the garlic? 


ADJECTIVES 

bad [bad] food that is bad tastes and smells 
unpleasant because it is no longer 
fresh enough to be eaten; gone bad 

canned [kaend] canned food lasts a long time 


because it is in a strong metal 
container (called a can); canned 
tomatoes (In British English, use 


tinned) 


carbonated 


delicious 
disgusting 
fizzy (BRIT) 


fresh 


frozen 


hungry 


juicy 


off (BRIT) 
organic 


raw 


EXAMPLES 


[karbonertid] 


[dilifas] 


[disgastin] 


[fref] 


[frouzən] 


[hapgri] 


[d3usi] 


[orgeenik] 


[r5] 


The water tasted of metal. 


Don't add salt until you've tasted the food. 


The pizza tastes delicious. 


carbonated drinks contain small 
bubbles (In British English, use 
fizzy) 


very good to eat 
extremely unpleasant 
see carbonated 


picked or prepared recently; fresh 


vegetables 


used for describing food that has 
been stored at a very low 


temperature; frozen vegetables 
wanting to eat 


containing a lot of juice in a 


pleasant way 
see bad 
grown without using chemicals 


not cooked; raw fish 


salty [solti] 


savory [servori] 


savoury (BRIT) 


sour [savor | 
stale [ster] 
sweet [swit] 
thirsty [Osrsti] 


tinned (BRIT) 
PHRASES 


Can I take your order? 


Cheers! 


Enjoy your meal! 


Is everything all right? 


containing salt or tasting of salt 


having a salty flavor rather than a 
sweet one (In British English, use 


savoury) 
see savory 


1 with a sharp taste like the taste 
of a lemon 


2 tasting bad; not fresh; sour milk 
no longer fresh; stale bread 
containing a lot of sugar 
wanting to drink something 


see canned 


used by a waiter to ask what you 


would like to eat 


you say “Cheers!” to each other as 


you lift up your glasses to drink 


you say “Enjoy your meal!” to 
someone just before they begin to 


eat 


used by a waiter to ask if you are 


enjoying your food 


NOUNS 


acquaintance 


adult 


aunt 


auntie 
baby 
baby boy 
baby girl 
bachelor 
boy 


boyfriend 


brother 


brother-in-law 


friends and family 


[okwerntons] 


[adalt] 


lænt, ant] 


[zenti, anti] 
[berbi] 
[berbi bor] 
[berbi garl] 
[bætfələr] 
[bər] 


[borfrend] 


[brador] 


[brAÓor in lə] 


someone you have met, but that 


you don't know well 
a fully grown person or animal 


the sister of your mother or father, 


or the wife of your uncle 
[inrormaL] aunt 

a very young child 

a very young boy 

a very young girl 

a man who has never married 
a male child 


a man or a boy that someone is 
having a romantic relationship 


with 


a boy or a man who has the same 


parents as you 


the brother of your husband or 


(PL) brothers- [braðrz ın lə] 


in-law 
child [tfarld] 
(pL) children [tfildron] 


Christian name [krristfon nem] 


couple [kApel] 
cousin [kAz?n] 
dad [deed] 

daughter [doter] 


EXAMPLES 


He was just a casual acquaintance. 


wife, or the man who is married to 


your sister. 


a young boy or girl, someone's son 


or daughter 


same as first name 


two people who are married or 


having a romantic relationship 


the child of your uncle or your 


aunt 


[ivronvaL] 1 father; This is my dad. 2 
a word you use when you are 


talking to your father; Hi, Dad! 


a person's female child 


I'm going to stay with my auntie for the holidays. 


Hannah is going to have a baby. 


Congratulations on the birth of your baby boy! 
Do you have any brothers or sisters? 


I have one brother and one sister. 


daughter-in-law [dotor in 15] 


(r1) daughters- 


in-law 


family 


father 
father-in-law 


(pL) fathers-in- 


law 


fiancé 


fiancée 


first name 


friend 


girl 


girlfriend 


[dotorz in lə] 


[fzemili, 


faemli] 


[faóor] 
[faóor mn lə] 


[faóorz in lə] 


[fianser, fianser] 


[fianser, fianser] 


[farst nerm] 


[frend] 


[g3rl] 


[gsrlfrend] 


the wife of your son 


a group of people who are related 


to each 


other, usually parents and their 


children 
your male parent 


the father of your husband or wife 


the man that a woman is going to 


marry 


the woman that a man is going to 


marry 


the name that you were given 


when you were born 


someone who you like and know 


well 
a female child 


a girl or woman who someone is 


having a romantic relationship 


grandchild [graentfarld] 
(rt) [greentf{ildron] 
grandchildren 


granddaughter [grændətər] 


grandfather [grenfador] 


grandma [graenma] 


grandmother [grenmador] 


grandpa [greenpa] 


with 


the child of your son or daughter 


the daughter of your son or 


daughter 
the father of your father or mother 


[ivrormat] 1 grandmother; My 
grandma lives with us. 

2 a word you use when you are 
talking to your grandmother; Look, 


Grandma! 


the mother of your father or 


mother 


[irormat] 1 grandfather; My 
grandpa is nearly 70. 
2 a word you use when you are 


talking to your grandfather; Hello, 


Grandpa! 


EXAMPLES 


May I introduce my fiancée, Cheryl Ferguson? 


How many grandchildren have you got? 
I visit my grandma every weekend. 


My grandmother is dead. 


grandparents 


grandson 
grown-up 


husband 


last name 


maiden name 


mom 


mother 


mother-in-law 


(pL) mothers-in- 


law 


mum (BRIT) 


[graend-peronts, - the parents of your mother or 


per-] 
[graensAn] 
[groun Ap] 


[hazbond] 


[læst nemm] 


[meid°n nemm] 


[mpm] 


[mador] 


[mAÓer in lə] 


[mAÓorz in lə] 


father 
the son of your son or daughter 
a child's word for an adult 


the man that a woman is married 


to 


the name that you share with 


other members of your family 


a woman's surname before she 


married 


[ivronuaL] 1 mother; This is my 
mom. 2 a word you use when you 
are talking to your mother; Can I 
go out, Mom? (In British English, use 


mum) 
your female parent 


the mother of your husband or 


wife 


see mom 


name [nerm] the word or words that you use to 
talk to a particular person, or to 
talk about them 


neighbor [nerbər] someone who lives near you (In 


British English, use neighbour) 


neighbour see neighbor 

(BRIT) 

nephew [nefyu] the son of your sister or brother 
nickname [niknemm] an informal name that people use 


for a particular person 


niece [nis] the daughter of your sister or 
brother 
old-age [ould erd] the period of years towards the 


end of your life 


only child (»;)  [ounli tfarld] a child who does not have any 


only brothers or sisters 


children [ounli tfildron] 


EXAMPLES 


“What is your last name?" — “Smith.” 
“What is your name?" — “Daniela.” 


His name is Paolo. 


I am an only child. 


orphan 
parents 
relative 

single man 

(pL) single men 


single parent 


single woman 
(pL) single 
women 


sister 


sister-in-law 


(pL) sisters-in- 


law 

son 

son-in-law 

(pL) sons-in-law 


stepbrother 


[orfon] 
[p£erents, pær-] 
[relotiv] 

[sryg*l meen] 
[sryg*?l men] 


[singel peərənt, 


par-] 


[singel 
wumon] 
[siyg*l wimin] 


[sistor] 


[sistor In lo] 


[sistorz in 15] 


[sAn] 
[san in lo] 
[sanz mn lo] 


[stepbrador] 


a child whose parents are dead 
your mother and father 
a member of your family 


a man who is not married 


someone who looks after their 
children alone, because the other 


parent does not live with them 


a woman who is not married 


a girl or woman who has the same 


parents as you 


the sister of your husband or wife, 


or the 


woman who is married to your 


brother 
your male child 


the husband of your daughter 


the son of your stepfather or 


stepdaughter 


stepfather 


stepmother 


stepsister 


stepson 


surname 


EXAMPLES 


[stepdotor] 


[stepfador] 


[stepmador] 


[stepsistor] 


[stepsAn] 


[ssrneim ] 


I get along with my parents. 


I don’t have any brothers or sisters. 


My older sister is at college. 


I have three stepsisters. 


teenager 


[tinerdzor] 


stepmother 


a daughter who was born to your 
husband or wife during a previous 


relationship 


the man who has married 
someone's mother but who is not 


their father 


the woman who has married 
someone's father but who is not 


their mother 


the daughter of your stepfather or 


stepmother 


a son who was born to your 
husband or wife during a previous 


relationship 


same as last name 


someone who is between thirteen 


triplets 


twins 


uncle 


widow 


widower 


wife 


(pL) wives 


VERBS 


adopt 


be born 


break up 


[triplits] 


[twinz] 


[Arkel] 


[widou ] 


[widouor] 


[waif] 


[walvz] 


[adppt] 


and nineteen years old 


three children who were born at 


the same time to the same mother 


two children who were born at the 


same time to the same mother 


the brother of your mother or 
father, or the husband of your 


aunt 
a woman whose husband has died 
a man whose wife has died 


the woman a man is married to 


to take someone else’s child into 
your own family and make them 
legally your son or daughter; adopt 
a child 


when a baby is born, it comes out 
of its mother’s body at the 


beginning of its life 


1 if two people break up, their 


relationship ends; Marianne and 


Pierre broke up last year. 

2 if a marriage or relationship 
breaks up, it ends; Their marriage 
broke up. 

3 if you break up with your 
boyfriend, girlfriend, husband, or 
wife, your relationship with that 


person ends; I’ve broken up with 


Jamie. 
die [dar] to stop living 
divorce [divors] if one person divorces another, 


their marriage is legally ended 


EXAMPLES 


My father is a widower. 


I was born in 1990. 


She died in 1995. 


fall out 1 if two people fall out, they have 
an argument; We fell out. 
2 if you fall out with someone, 
you have an argument and stop 
being friendly with them; Chris fell 
out with Mike. 


foster [fostor] to take a child into your family for 


get divorced 


get married 


live [iv] 
marry [meri] 
give birth 


go out with 


someone 


grow up 


a period of time, without 
becoming its legal parent; foster a 
child 


if a man and woman get divorced, 


their marriage is legally ended 


1 when two people get married 
they become husband and wife in 
a special ceremony; John and 
Linda got married. 

2 when you get married to 
someone, you become their 
husband or wife in a special 
ceremony; John got married to 
Linda. 


to stay alive until you are a 


particular age; live to the age of 94 


to legally become someone's 
husband or wife in a special 


ceremony 


when a woman gives birth, she 


produces a baby from her body 


to have a romantic or sexual 


relationship with someone 


to gradually change from a child 


make friends 


make up 


split up 


EXAMPLES 


into an adult 


1 when two people make friends, 
they begin a friendship 

2 when you make friends with 
someone, you begin a friendship 
with them 


to become friends again after an 


argument 


same as break up 


I fell out with my girlfriend last week, but we've made up now. 


She married David Nichols in 2008. 


“Are you going out with John?" — “No; we're just good friends." 


I grew up in France. 


I just split up with my boyfriend. 


ADJECTIVES 

dead [ded] 
divorced [divorst] 
engaged [mgeid3d] 


grown-up [groun ap] 


not alive 


no longer legally married to your 


former husband or wife 


if two people are engaged, they 


have agreed to marry each other 


mature, and no longer dependent 


married 


pregnant 


separated 


single 


IDIOMS 


go back a long 


way 


just good 


friends 


your nearest 


and dearest 


something runs 


in the family 


you would not 
give someone 


the time of day 


[maerid] 


[pregnent] 


[seperertid] 


[singel] 


on your parents or another adult 
having a husband or wife 


having a baby or babies 
developing in your body 
living apart from your husband or 


wife, but not divorced 


not married 


if two people go back a long way, 
they have known each other for a 


long time 


used to say that two people are 


not having a romantic relationship 


your close relatives and friends 


used to say that a characteristic or 
medical condition is often found in 


members of a particular family 


used to say that you do not like 


someone at all 


EXAMPLES 


My parents are divorced. 


Singing runs in the family. 


NOUNS 


FRUIT 


apple 


apricot 


avocado 


banana 


berry 


cherry 


coconut 


fruit, nuts, and vegetables 


[aepel] 


[erprikpt] 


[z2evokadoo] 


[banano] 


[beri] 


[tferi] 


[koukonat] 


a firm round fruit with green, red, 
or yellow skin; apple pie; cooking 
apples 


a small, soft, round fruit with 
yellow flesh and a large seed 


inside; apricot jam 


a fruit that does not taste sweet, 
with dark green skin and a large 


seed in the middle 


a long curved fruit with yellow 


skin; a bunch of bananas 


a small, round fruit that grows on 


a bush or a tree 
a small, round fruit with red skin 


1 a very large nut with a hairy 
shell and white flesh 


2 the white flesh of a coconut 


date [dert] a small, dark-brown, sticky fruit 


with a stone inside 
fig [fig] a soft sweet fruit full of tiny seeds 


fruit [frut] the part of a plant that contains 
seeds, covered with a substance 
that you can often eat; a piece of 
fruit; fresh fruit and vegetables 


grapefruit [grerpfrut] a large, round, yellow fruit that 

(PL) grapefruit, has a slightly sour taste 

grapefruits 

grapes [grerpf] small green or purple fruits that 
grow 


in bunches and are used to make 


wine; a bunch of grapes 


lemon [lemon] a yellow fruit with a very sour 
taste 
mango [maegou] a large, sweet, yellow or red fruit 


that grows on trees in hot 


countries; a mango smoothie 


EXAMPLES 


I always have a piece of fruit in my lunchbox. 


He squeezed the lemon over his fish. 


I like a slice of lemon in my tea. 


melon 


nectarine 


orange 


peach 


pear 


peel 


pineapple 


pip (BRIT) 


pit 


plum 


[melon] 


[nektorin] 


[ormnd] 


[ptf] 


[pear] 


[pil] 


[parnaepel] 


[pit] 


[plam] 


a large fruit with soft, sweet flesh 


and a hard green or yellow skin 


a red and yellow fruit with a 


smooth skin 


a round, juicy fruit with a thick, 


orange-colored skin 


a round fruit with a soft red and 


orange skin 


a juicy fruit that is narrow at the 
top and wider at the bottom. Pears 
have white flesh and green, 


yellow, or brown skin. 


the skin of a fruit such as a lemon 
or an apple, especially when it has 


been removed 


a large fruit with sweet, yellow 


flesh and thick, rough, brown skin 
see seed 


the large hard seed in the middle 
of a fruit such as a plum or a 
cherry; a cherry pit (In British 


English, use stone) 


a small, sweet fruit with a smooth 


purple, red, or yellow skin and a 


large seed in the middle 
raisin [reizen] a dried grape 


raspberry [reezberi] a small, soft, red fruit that grows 


on bushes; raspberry jam 


rhubarb [rubarb] a plant with large leaves and long 
red stems that are cooked with 


sugar to make jam or desserts 


seed [sid] one of the small, hard pieces in a 
fruit such as an apple or an orange 


(In British English, use pip) 


skin [skin] the outer part that covers a fruit 
stone (BRIT) see pit 
strawberry [stroberi] a small soft red fruit that has a lot 


of very small seeds on its skin; 


strawberries and cream 


EXAMPLES 


Td like a pound of oranges, please. 


It was a very sweet and juicy pear. 


Can I have half a kilo of plums, please? 


tomato [temertoo] a soft red fruit that you can eat 


raw in salads or cook like a 


NUTS 


brazil nut 


cashew nut 


chestnut 


hazelnut 


peanut 


walnut 


VEGETABLES 


aubergine 
(BRIT) 


[brazil nat] 


[kæfu nat, kæfu] 


[tfesnat, -nət] 


[herz?Inat] 


[pinat, -not] 


[wolnat, -not] 


vegetable; sliced/chopped tomatoes; 
sun-dried tomatoes; tomato 
sauce/soup/juice; tomato 


puree/paste 


a curved nut with a hard dark- 


brown shell with three sides 


a small curved nut that is often 


eaten salted 


a reddish-brown nut with a shell 
that has points on it; roasted 
chestnuts 


a round nut with a hard shell 


a small round nut often eaten 
roasted and salted; a packet of 


salted peanuts 


a nut that is hard and round, with 


a rough texture 


see eggplant 


beans [bins] 


beet [bit] 


beetroot (BRIT) 


broccoli [brpkeoli] 
cabbage [keeb1d3] 
carrot [kaerot] 
cauliflower [koliflavor] 


EXAMPLES 


seeds or seed cases of a climbing 
plant, that are usually cooked 
before eating; baked beans; green 


beans; broad beans; soy beans 


a dark red root, eaten as a 
vegetable and in salads; pickled 
beet (In British English, use 


beetroot) 
see beet 


a vegetable with thick green stems 


and small green flowers on top 


a round vegetable with white, 
green, or purple leaves; red 


cabbage; spring cabbages 


a long, thin, orange-colored 
vegetable; grated carrot; raw carrot; 


carrot cake 


a large, round, white vegetable 
surrounded by green leaves; 


steamed cauliflower 


Add the fruit and sprinkle with the chopped hazelnuts. 


celery 


corn 


courgette 
(BRIT) 


cucumber 


eggplant 


garlic 


herb 


[selori] 


[korn] 


[kyukambor] 


[egplent] 


[garlik] 


[srb] 


a vegetable with long, pale-green 
sticks that you can cook or eat 
raw; a stick of celery; celery 
sticks/stalks 


a long round vegetable covered in 
small yellow seeds. The seeds are 
also called corn. (In British English, 


use sweetcorn) 


see zucchini 


a long dark-green vegetable that 
you eat raw; sliced cucumber; 
tomatoes and cucumber; cucumber 


sandwiches 


a vegetable with a smooth, dark 
purple skin (In British English, use 


aubergine) 


a plant like a small onion with a 
strong flavor, that you use in 
cooking; garlic bread; 


chopped/crushed garlic 


a plant whose leaves are used in 
cooking to add flavor to food; 
dried/fresh herbs; mixed herbs 


leek [lik] a long, thin vegetable that is white 
at one end and has long green 


leaves 


lentils [lentilz, -telz] round flat seeds that are dried and 
then soaked and cooked before 


eating; red/green lentils; lentil soup 


lettuce [letis] a plant with large green leaves 
that is eaten mainly in salads; 


lettuce leaves 


mushroom [mafrum] a plant with a short stem and a 
round top that you can eat; sliced 
mushrooms; wild mushrooms; button 


mushrooms 


olive [oliv] a small green or black fruit with a 
bitter taste; olive oil; green/black 


olives 


onion [anyon] a round vegetable with many 
layers, that has a strong, sharp 
smell and taste; sliced/chopped 
onion; fried onion; red onions; 


pickled onions 


EXAMPLES 


When the oil is hot, add the garlic. 


Fry the mushrooms in a little olive oil and add the chopped herbs. 


parsley 


peas 


pepper 


potato 


pumpkin 


spinach 


squash 


sweetcorn 


[parsli] 


[piz] 


[pepor] 


[petertou] 


[pampkin] 


[sprnitf] 


[skwpf] 


a herb with small green leaves 
that you use in cooking; chopped 


parsley 


very small round green seeds that 
grow in long narrow cases (called 
pods) and are cooked and eaten as 


a vegetable; frozen green peas 


a hollow green, red, or yellow 
vegetable with seeds inside it; 
chopped/roasted peppers; sweet/chili 
peppers 


a hard, round, white vegetable 
with brown or red skin, that grows 
under the ground; roast potatoes; 
baked/jacket potatoes; 
mashed/boiled/fried potatoes 


a large, round, orange vegetable 
with a thick skin; pumpkin seeds; 
pumpkin pie; pumpkin soup 


a vegetable with large dark green 


leaves 


a large vegetable with thick skin 
and hard flesh 


See Corn 


(BRIT) 


turnip [tarnip] 

vegetable [ved3tabeal, 
v£d5r-] 

zucchini [zukini] 

ADJECTIVES 

ripe [rarp] 

vegetarian [ved3itearion | 


EXAMPLES 


Thinly slice two red or green peppers. 


Choose firm but ripe fruit. 


a round white vegetable that 


grows under the ground 


a plant that you can cook and eat; 
roasted vegetables; fruit and 


vegetables; vegetable oil 


a long, thin vegetable with a dark 
green skin (In British English, use 


courgette) 


used for describing fruit that is 


ready to eat 


not containing meat or fish; a 


vegetarian diet/dish/meal 


health 


NOUNS 

accident [de ksidont] an occasion when something bad 
happens to a person by chance, 
causing injury or death 

ache [erk] a steady pain in a part of your 
body 

AIDS [erdz] a disease that destroys the body’s 
ability to fight other diseases 

ambulance [æmbyələns] a vehicle for taking people to the 
hospital; call an ambulance 

appointment [opomtment] an arrangement to see someone 
such as a doctor at a particular 
time 

aspirin [esporin-prin] a mild drug that reduces pain; take 
an aspirin 

bandage [beendid3] a long piece of cloth that is 
wrapped around an injured part of 
your body to protect or support it 

Band-aid [baend eid] a piece of sticky material used for 


covering small cuts on your body 


(In British English, use plaster) 


bruise [bruz] a purple mark that appears on a 
part of your body when you injure 
it 

cancer [kænsər] a serious disease that makes 
groups of cells in the body grow 


when they should not 


chickenpox [tfikinppks] a disease that gives you a high 
temperature and red spots that 
itch 

cold [kould] an illness that makes liquid flow 


from your nose, and makes you 


cough 


condom [kondom] a rubber covering that a man 
wears on his penis during sex to 
stop a woman from becoming 
pregnant and to protect against 


disease; use a condom 


EXAMPLES 


The boy was injured in an accident at a swimming pool. 


She made an appointment with her doctor. 
How did you get that bruise on your arm? 


I’ve got a cold. 


cough 


crutch 


dentist 


the dentist's 


diarrhea 


diet 


doctor 


the doctor's 


drug 


earache 


ER 


[kof] 


[kratf] 


[dentist] 


[Óóo dentists] 


[darorro] 


[dant] 


[dpktor] 


[Óóo dpktorz] 


[drag] 


[rorerk] 


[i ar] 


an illness that makes you cough 


a stick that you put under your 
arm to help you to walk if you 


have hurt your leg or your foot 


a person whose job is to examine 


and treat people's teeth 
the place where a dentist works 


an illness that makes all the waste 
products come out of your body as 
liquid 
the type of food that you regularly 
eat; a balanced diet; a healthy diet 


a person whose job is to treat 


people who are sick or injured 
the place where a doctor works 


a chemical that is used as a 


medicine 
a pain inside your ear 


short for “emergency room”: the 
part of a hospital where people 
who have severe injuries or 
sudden illness go for emergency 


treatment 


first aid kit [farst erd kit] a collection of bandages and 
medicines for giving first aid when 


someone has an injury 


flu [flu] short for “influenza”: an illness 


that is like a very bad cold 


germ [dz3rm] a very small living thing that can 


cause disease or illness 
headache [hederk] a pain in your head 


health [held] the condition of a person’s body; 
in good health; health problems 


EXAMPLES 


I’ve got a bad cough. 
I can walk without crutches now. 


I’m going to the dentist’s after work. 


I went to the doctor’s today. 


This chemical is used for killing germs. 


I have a headache. 


heart attack [hart otek] an occasion when someone’s heart 
begins to beat irregularly or stops 


completely; have a heart attack 


hospital [hpspirt?l] a place where doctors and nurses 


care for people who are sick or 


illness 


injection 


measles 


medicine 


nurse 


ointment 


operation 


pain 


[ilnis] 


[indzekfen] 


[mizlz] 


[medisin] 


[nsrs] 


[aintmont] 


[bppererf?n] 


[pem] 


injured 


1 a particular disease or a period 
of bad health 
2 the state of being sick 


medicine that is put into your 
body using a special type of 


needle; have an injection 


an illness that gives you a high 


fever and red spots on your skin 


1 the treatment of illness and 
injuries by doctors and nurses; a 
career in medicine 

2 a substance that you use to treat 


or cure an illness; take medicine 


a person whose job is to care for 


people who are sick or injured 


a smooth, thick substance that you 


put on sore or damaged skin 


the process of cutting open a 
patient's body in order to remove, 
replace or repair 


a part 


an unpleasant feeling that you 


have in a part of your body, 


patient [perf?nt] 
pharmacy [farmasi] 
pill [pil] 


plaster (BRIT) 


EXAMPLES 


She is recovering from a serious illness. 


He was away from work because of illness. 


The medicine saved his life. 


Where do you feel the pain? 


poison [porzen] 
pregnancy [pregnensi] 
prescription [priskripfen] 


pulse [pals] 


because of illness or an injury; 


chest/back pain 


a person who receives medical 


treatment from a doctor 


a place where you can get 


medicine 


a small, solid, round piece of 
medicine that you swallow; take a 


pill 


see Band-aid 


a substance that harms or kills 


people if they swallow or touch it 


the condition of having a baby or 


babies developing in your body 


a piece of paper on which a doctor 


writes an order for medicine 


the regular beat of your heart that 


scar 


scratch 


sling 


sore throat 


splinter 


spoonful 


stomachache 


stress 


sunburn 


surgery 


[skar] 


[skraet] 


[slm] 


[sor Orout] 


[splintor] 


[spunful] 


[stamokerk] 


[stres] 


[sanbsrn] 


[s3rd ori] 


you can feel when you touch your 


wrist 


a mark that is left on the skin by 


an old wound 
a small cut made by a sharp object 


a piece of cloth that you wear 
around your neck and arm, to hold 
up your arm when it is broken or 
injured 

a pain in your throat 


a thin, sharp piece of wood or 
glass that has broken off from a 


larger piece 
an amount of food that a spoon 
holds; a spoonful of medicine 


a pain in your stomach 


an unpleasant feeling of worry 
caused by difficulties in life; suffer 


from stress 


pink sore skin caused by too much 


time in the sun; suffer sunburn 


a process in which a doctor cuts 


open a patient's body in order to 


repair, remove or replace a 
diseased or damaged part; knee 


surgery; heart surgery 


EXAMPLES 


We keep a record of your weight gain during pregnancy. 


Press very gently until you can feel the pulse. 
She's got her arm in a sling. 

I’ve got a sore throat. 

I’ve got a splinter in my toe. 

I have a stomachache. 


It will need surgery. 


tablet [taeblit] a small solid piece of medicine 
that you swallow; take a sleeping 
tablet 

temperature [tempretjor how hot someone's body is 

-tfoer] 

thermometer [Oormpmritor | an instrument that measures your 
body's temperature 

wheelchair [wiltfeor] a chair with wheels that you use if 
you cannot walk very well 

wound [wund] damage to part of your body 


caused by a gun or something 


sharp like a knife; head wounds 


X-ray [eks rer] 1 a process in which a picture is 
taken of the bones or organs inside 
your body; have an X-ray 
2 a picture of the bones or organs 


inside your body 


VERBS 

be ill (BRIT) see be sick 

be on a diet to eat special types of food, or eat 
less food than usual 

be sick to not be in good health (In British 
English, use be ill) 

bleed [blid] if a part of your body bleeds, you 
lose blood from it 

break [brerk] to make a bone in your body 
separate into pieces, by hitting it 
or falling on it 

breathe [brió] to take air into your lungs and let 
it out again 

bruise [bruz] to injure a part of your body so 


that a purple mark appears there 


EXAMPLES 


The baby's temperature continued to rise. 


The wound is healing well. 


I was too sick to go to work. 


His nose was bleeding heavily. 


He's broken his arm. 


burn 


catch a cold 


cough 


cure 


cut 


die 


faint 


feel better 
feel sick 
get better 


have a 


temperature 


[barn] 


[kof] 


[kyuar] 


[kat] 


[dar] 


[fernt] 


if you burn a part of your body, 


you injure it with something hot 
to become sick with a cold 


to suddenly force air out of your 


throat with a noise 


to make someone become well 


again 


if you cut a part of your body, you 
injure it with something sharp, 


such as a knife 
to stop living 


to become unconscious for a short 


time 

to feel less sick than before 
to feel unwell 

to recover from an illness 


to have a body temperature that is 
higher than it should be 


hurt 


itch 


look after 


someone 
lose weight 


pass out 


put on weight 


rest 


scratch 


[hart] 


itf] 


[rest] 


[skrætf] 


to damage a part of your body, 


causing pain 


to have an unpleasant feeling on 
your skin that makes you want to 


scratch it 


to take care of someone who is 


sick 
to become thinner 


to become unconscious for a short 


time 
to become fatter 


to spend some time relaxing after 


doing something tiring 


to rub your fingernails against the 


skin on a part of your body 


EXAMPLES 


I’ve burnt myself. 


Dry your hair so you don’t catch a cold. 


I cut my finger when I was slicing vegetables. 


He is feeling much better today. 


The thought of food made him feel sick. 


Doctors have said that he may not get better. 


I fell over and hurt myself. 


Ouch! That hurts! 


I put on a lot of weight and my symptoms got worse. 


sneeze [sni] to suddenly take in your breath 
and then blow it down your nose 


noisily, for example, because you 


have a cold 
take someone's to use a thermometer to measure 
temperature the temperature of someone's 
body 
treat [trit] to try to make a patient well again 
twist [twist] to injure a part of your body by 


turning it too suddenly 


vomit [vomit] if you vomit, food and drink 
comes up from your stomach and 


out through your mouth 


ADJECTIVES 

bleeding [blidi] losing blood as a result of injury or 
illness; bleeding gums 

cold [kould] feeling uncomfortable because you 
are not warm enough 

feverish [frvorij] feeling ill and very hot 


fit [frt] healthy and strong; keep fit 


healthy [hel6i] 1 well, and not often sick 
2 good for your health 


ill [11] not in good health 


in a cast [In ə kæst] with a hard white cover around 
your leg or arm to protect a 


broken bone 


injured [mdzard] if you are injured, part of your 
body is damaged 

in plaster see in a cast 

(BRIT) 

off sick (BRIT) see out sick 


EXAMPLES 


Doctors treated the boy for a minor head wound. 
He twisted an ankle playing football. 
The headache was accompanied by vomiting. 


People need to exercise to be healthy. 


Try to eat a healthy diet. 


I had my arm in a cast for two months. 


No one was seriously injured. 


out sick [aut sik] not at work because you are 
unwell 


(In British English, use off sick) 


painful [peinfal] causing pain; painful joints 


pregnant 


sick 
sore 


sweaty 


tired 


uncomfortable 


unconscious 


wounded 


IDIOMS 


(as) right as 


rain 


off-color 


off-colour 
(BRIT) 


[pregnent] 


[sik] 
[sor] 


[sweti] 


[tarerd] 
[AnkAmftobs] 


-kamfeorto-] 


[ankpnfJas] 


[wundid] 


having a baby or babies 


developing in your body 
unwell; a sick child 
painful and uncomfortable 


covered with sweat (— liquid that 
forms on your body when you are 
hot) 


feeling that you want to rest or 


sleep 


feeling slight pain or discomfort 


not awake and not aware of what 
is happening around you because 


of ilIness or a serious injury 


injured by an attack 


completely well or healthy again 


after an illness 


slightly unwell; feel off-color (In 
British English, use off-colour) 


see off-color 


under the feeling slightly unwell 


weather 


EXAMPLES 


I sometimes feel uncomfortable after eating in the evening. 


I was still feeling a bit under the weather. 


NOUNS 


alarm call 


(BRIT) 
baggage 


bar 


bath (BRIT) 


bathroom 


bathtub 


bed and 
breakfast 


bellhop 


[begid3] 


[bar] 


[be@rum] 


[baeOtAb] 


[bed ond 
brekfost] 


[belhpp] 


hotels 


see wake-up call 


same as luggage 


a place where you can buy and 
drink alcoholic drinks; the hotel bar 


see bathtub 
a room that contains a toilet 


a long container that you fill with 
water and sit or lie in to wash 
your body (In British English, use 
bath) 


1 a small hotel offering rooms and 
breakfast, but not lunch or dinner 
2 if the price at a hotel includes 
bed and breakfast, it includes 


breakfast, but not lunch or dinner 
a person whose job is to carry 
people's luggage (In British English, 


use porter) 


bill [bil] a document that shows how much 
money you must pay for 


something 
breakfast [brekfost] the first meal of the day 


chambermaid  [tfermbormeid] a woman who cleans the 


bedrooms in a hotel 


complaint [kompleint] when you say that you are not 


satisfied; make a complaint 


deposit [dippzit] a part of the full price of 
something that you pay when you 


agree to buy it 


double room [dAbel rum] a bedroom for two people 


EXAMPLES 


Td like a room with a bathtub. 

Double rooms cost $180 per night for bed and breakfast. 
We stayed in a small bed and breakfast by the sea. 

They paid the bill and left the hotel. 

What time is breakfast served? 

The chambermaid came to clean the room. 


No booking will be accepted unless the deposit is paid. 


Would you like a single or a double room? 


elevator [elivertor] a machine that carries people or 


things up and down inside tall 


en-suite 


bathroom 


entrance 


facilities 


fire escape 


floor 


foyer 


guest 


guest house 


[pon swit 


bae0rum] 


[ezntrons] 


[fosilitiz] 


[faror rskerp] 


[flor] 
[foror, fore1 
fwayer] 


[gest] 


[gest haos] 


buildings; take/use the lift (In 
British English, use lift) 


a bathroom that is joined to a 
bedroom and can only be reached 


by a door in the bedroom 


the door or gate that you use to go 
into a place; the main entrance; the 


hotel entrance 


something such as rooms, 
buildings, or pieces of equipment 
that are used for a particular 


purpose 


a metal staircase on the outside of 
a building, which can be used to 
escape from the building if there is 


a fire 


one of the levels of a building; the 
ground/first/second/third floor 


the large area inside the doors of a 


hotel where people meet or wait 


someone who is staying in a hotel; 


hotel guests 


a small hotel; stay in a guest house 


hotel [hootel] a building where people pay to 


sleep and eat meals 


key [kr] a specially shaped piece of metal 


that opens or closes a lock 


key card [ki kard] a small plastic card that you can 
use instead of a key to open a door 


in some hotels 
lift (BRIT) see elevator 


luggage [lagid3] the bags that you take with you 


when you travel 


EXAMPLES 


Every room has an en-suite bathroom. 


The hotel has excellent sports facilities. 


All rooms have tea and coffee-making facilities. 


Our hotel room was on the third floor. 
Ali stayed the night in a small hotel near the harbor. 


Do you have any luggage? 


manager [mzenidzor] a person who controls all or part 
of a business or organization; a 


hotel manager 


minibar [minibar] a small fridge containing drinks in 


a hotel room 


passport 


porter (BRIT) 


price 


rate 


reception 


receptionist 


restaurant 


room 


room number 


room service 


safe 


[peesport] 


[prars] 


[rert] 


[risepfen] 


[risepfanist] 


[restoront, 
-torant, -trant] 
[rum] 


[rum namber] 


[rum s3rvis | 


[serf] 


an official document that you have 
to show when you enter or leave a 


country 
see bellhop 


the amount of money that you 


have to pay for something 


the amount of money that goods 


or services cost 


the desk in a hotel that you go to 


when you first arrive 


in a hotel, a person whose job is to 
answer the telephone and deal 


with guests 


a place where you can buy and eat 


a meal; the hotel restaurant 


a separate area inside a building 


that has its own walls 


the number given to a bedroom in 


a hotel 


in a hotel, a service that provides 
meals or drinks for guests in their 


room; order room service 


a strong metal box with a lock, 


where you keep money or other 


valuable things 


shower [fauer] a piece of equipment that covers 
you with water when you stand 


under it to wash yourself 


single room [singel rum] a room for one person 


EXAMPLES 


Does that price include breakfast? 
The hotel offers a special weekend rate. 
I checked in at reception. 


I'd prefer a room overlooking the sea. 


You are advised to deposit valuables in the hotel safe. 


stay [ster] a period of living in a place for a 
short time 
suitcase [sutkers] a case for carrying your clothes 


when you are traveling 


swimming pool [swrimrr) pul] a large hole filled with water that 
people can swim in; the hotel 


swimming pool 


tip [tip] money that you give someone to 
thank them for a job they have 


done for you 


view 


youth hostel 


wake-up call 


VERBS 


book 


make a 


reservation 


stay 


tip 


ADJECTIVES 


accessible 


luxury 


EXAMPLES 


[vyu] 


[yu0 hostel] 


[werkAp kol] 


[buk] 


[ster] 


[tip] 


[aeksesibel] 


[lAkfori, lag3ə-] 


everything that you can see from a 


place 


a cheap place where people can 


stay when they are traveling 


a telephone call that is intended to 
wake you up (In British English, use 


alarm call) 


to arrange to stay in a hotel room 


to make an arrangement for a 


room in a hotel to be kept for you 
to live somewhere for a short time 


to give someone some money to 
thank them for a job they have 


done for you 


easy for people to reach or enter 


comfortable, beautiful, and 


expensive; a luxury hotel 


Please contact the hotel reception if you have any problems during your stay. 
He handed the bellhop a tip. 

From our hotel room we had a spectacular view of the sea. 

Could I have a wake-up call at 5:30 tomorrow morning, please? 

Pd like to book a room. 

Samir made a reservation for two rooms at the hotel. 

Wolfgang stayed at The Park Hotel, Milan. 

Anna tipped the chambermaid. 


The hotel is wheelchair accessible. 


three-/four- used for talking about the quality 
/five- etc. star of a hotel, which is indicated by a 


number of star-shaped symbols 


PHRASES 

*Do not if a sign on a hotel room door says 

disturb” “Do not disturb,” it means that the 
person inside does not want to be 
interrupted 

“Vacancies” if a sign outside a hotel says 


“Vacancies,” it means that there 


are some rooms available 


EXAMPLES 


They own a three-star hotel. 


NOUNS 


accommodation 
(BRIT) 


address 


apartment 


attic 


balcony 


basement 


bathroom 


bedroom 


houses and homes 


[a’dres] 


[apartment] 


[etik] 


[belkoni] 


[bersmont] 


[be@rum] 


[bedrum] 


see housing 


the number of the building, the 
name of the street, and the town 
or city where you live or work; 


postal address 


a set of rooms for living in, usually 
on one floor and part of a larger 
building (In British English, use 
flat) 


a room at the top of a house, just 


under the roof 


a place where you can stand or sit 
on the outside of a building, above 


the ground 


a part of a building below ground 


level; a basement apartment 
a room that contains a toilet 


a room that is used for sleeping in 


building [bildin] 
ceiling [sili] 

cellar [selor] 
chimney [tjrmni] 
conservatory [konsa3rvotori] 
cottage [kptrd5] 


detached house [ditzt{t haus] 


dining room 


[dam rum] 


door [dor] 


EXAMPLES 


Please give your full name and address. 


a structure that has a roof and 


walls; an office building 


the top inside part of a room; 


low/high ceilings 


a room under a building; a wine 


cellar 


a pipe above a fire that lets the 
smoke travel up and out of the 


building 
a glass room built onto a house 


a small house, usually in the 


country 


a house that is not joined to any 


other building 


the room in a house where people 


have their meals 


a piece of wood, glass, or metal 


that fills an entrance 


“What’s your address?” — “It’s 24 Cherry Road, Chicago, IL 60657.” 


They are renting a two-bedroom apartment. 


I knocked at the front door, but there was no answer. 


doorbell 


doorstep 


driveway 


elevator 


entrance 


estate agent 
(BRIT) 


flat (BRIT) 


floor 


front door 


[dorbel] 


[dorstep] 


[drarvwer] 


[elivettor] 


[entrons] 


[flor] 


[frant dor] 


a button next to a door that makes 
a noise when you press it to tell 
the people inside that you are 


there 


a step in front of a door outside a 


building 


a small road that leads from the 


street to the front of a building 


a machine that carries people or 
things up and down inside tall 
buildings (In British English, use 
lift) 


the door or gate where you go into 


a place 


see realtor 


see apartment 


1 the part of a room that you walk 
on 

2 all the rooms that are on a 
particular level of a building; the 


ground/first/second floor 


the main door of a house or other 


building, that is usually in the wall 


that faces a street 


garage [gera] a building where you keep a car 

garden (BRIT) see yard 

gate [gert] a type of door that you use to 
enter the area around a building 

hall [hol] the area inside the main door of a 
house that leads to other rooms 

home [houm] the house or apartment where 
someone lives 

house [haus] a building where people live 

housing [hauzin | buildings or rooms where people 
live or stay; rented housing (In 
British English, use 
accommodation) 

kitchen [kitfen] a room that is used for cooking 


EXAMPLES 


The doorbell rang. 
I went and sat on the doorstep. 
There were no seats, so we sat on the floor. 


The bathroom was on the second floor. 


They have a lovely home in the country. 


I live in a three-bedroom house. 


I’m having a party at my house tomorrow night. 


landing 


landlady 


landlord 


lift (BRIT) 


living room 


owner 


patio 


porch 


property 


realtor 


[laendi] 


[lzendleidi] 


[laendlord] 


(livin rum] 


[ouner] 


[paetiou] 


[portf] 


[prpperti] 


[rialtar, -tor] 


the flat area at the top of the stairs 


in a house 


a woman who owns a building and 
allows people to live there in 


return for rent 


a man who owns a building and 
allows people to live there in 


return for rent 
see elevator 


a room where people sit together 


and talk or watch television 


the person that something belongs 


to; property owners 


a flat area next to a house, where 


people can sit and relax or eat 


a covered area with a roof and 
sometimes walls at the entrance to 


a building 
a building and the land around it; 
buy/sell property; private property 


someone who works for a 
company selling houses and land 
(In British English, use estate 


agent) 


rent [rent] money that you pay to live in a 
house or apartment that is owned 


by someone else 


roof [ruf] the top surface that covers a 
building 
room [rum] a separate area inside a building 


that has its own walls 


row house [rou haus] one of a row of houses that are 
joined together by both of their 
side walls 


(In British English, use terraced 


house) 
semi-detached  [semidrteetft a house that is joined to another 
house semar-] house on one side by a shared wall 
shutters [f^torz] wooden or metal covers fitted on 


the outside of a window; 


open/close the shutters 
sitting room [sitir) rum] same as living room 


spare room [spear rum] a bedroom that is kept especially 


for visitors to sleep in 


EXAMPLES 


We have meals on the patio in the summer. 


She worked hard to pay the rent on the apartment. 


stairs [steər3] a set of steps inside a building that 
go from one level to another; climb 


the stairs 


step [step] a raised flat surface that you put 
your feet on in order to walk up or 


down to a different level; go 


up/down the steps 

storey (BRIT) see story 

story [stəri] one of the different levels of a 
building; 


(PL) stories the top story (In British 


English, use storey) 


study [stadi] a room in a house that is used for 


reading, writing, and studying 


tenant [tenənt] someone who pays money to use a 
house 

terraced house see row house 

(BRIT) 

wall [wol] one of the sides of a building or a 
room 


window [windou] a space in the wall of a building 


that has glass in it 


yard [yard] the part of the land by your house 
where you grow flowers and 
vegetables; the front/ 
back yard (In British English, use 


garden) 

VERBS 

decorate [dekorert] to put paint or paper on the walls 
of a room 

live [liv] to have your home in a particular 
place 

move to change the place where you live 
(In British English, use move 
house) 

move house see move 

(BRIT) 

own [oun] to have something that belongs to 
you 

rent [rent] to pay the owner of a house or 


apartment in order to be able to 


live in it yourself 


EXAMPLES 


Houses must not be more than two stories high. 
They were decorating Claude's bedroom. 
Where do you live? 

When Dad got a new job, we had to move. 


He owns an apartment in Paris. 


She rents a house with three other women. 


ADJECTIVES 

downstairs [daunstearz] on a lower floor of a building; a 
downstairs toilet 

furnished [farnift] containing furniture; a furnished 
apartment; elegantly furnished rooms 

homeless [houmlis] having nowhere to live; homeless 
people 

residential [rezidenfel] containing houses rather than 
offices or shops; a residential area 

upstairs [apstearz | on a higher floor of a building; an 
upstairs window 

adverbs 

at home [æt houm] in the place where you live 

downstairs [daunstearz] on or to a lower floor of a building 

home [houm] in or to the house or apartment 


where you live 


next door [nekst dor] 
upstairs [apstearz | 
PHRASES 


“Make yourself 


at home” 


“There’s no 
place like 


home.” 


EXAMPLES 


in the next room or building 


on or to a higher floor of a 


building 


used for telling someone that you 
want them to relax and feel 


comfortable in your home 


used for saying that your home is 
the place where you feel happiest 


and most comfortable 


At least 100,000 people were left homeless by the earthquake. 


She wasn’t at home. 
Nobody lives downstairs. 


She went downstairs to the kitchen. 


She wasn’t feeling well and she wanted to go home. 


Hi Mom! I’m home! 
Who lives next door? 
The children are upstairs. 


He went upstairs and changed his clothes. 


in the home 


NOUNS 

FURNITURE 

armchair [armtjeor] a big comfortable chair that 
supports your arms 

bed [bed] a piece of furniture that you lie on 
when you sleep; a double/single bed 

bookcase [bukkers] a piece of furniture with shelves 
that you keep books on 

chair [tfeər] a piece of furniture for one person 
to sit on, with a back and four legs 

chest of [tfest ov a piece of furniture with drawers 

drawers drərz] in which you keep clothes 

cot (BRIT) see crib 

crib [krib] a bed for a baby; a baby crib (In 
British English, use cot) 

cupboard [kAberd] a piece of furniture with doors and 


shelves for storing things like food 


or dishes; a kitchen cupboard 


desk 


drawer 


fireplace 


furniture 


lampshade 


mattress 


shelf 


EXAMPLES 


[desk] 


[dror] 


[farorplers] 


[farnitfor] 


[lampfeid] 


[maetris] 


[felf] 


We went to bed at about 10 p.m. 


Ana was already in bed. 


Francine rearranged all the furniture. 


a table that you sit at to write or 


work 


the part of a desk, for example, 
that you can pull out and put 
things in; open/close 

a drawer; a kitchen drawer; a desk 


drawer 


the place in a room where you can 


light a fire 


large objects in a room such as 
tables, chairs, or beds; a piece of 
furniture 


a covering that is fitted round an 


electric light bulb 


the thick, soft part of a bed that 


you lie on 


a long flat piece of wood on a wall 
or in a cupboard that you can keep 


things on 


sofa 


stool 


table 


wardrobe 


APPLIANCES 


appliance 


computer 


cooker 


dishwasher 


freezer 


[soufa] 


[stul] 


[terb°l] 


[wordroob] 


[aplarons] 


[kompyuter] 


[kukor] 


[difwofoar] 


[frizor] 


a long, comfortable seat with a 
back, that two or three people can 


sit on 


a seat with legs and no support for 


your arms or back 


a piece of furniture with a flat top 
that you put things on; a wooden 


table; a kitchen table; a dining table 


a cupboard where you hang your 


clothes 


a machine that you use to do a job 


in your home; a kitchen appliance 


an electronic machine that can 
store and deal with large amounts 


of information; computer software 


a piece of kitchen equipment that 
is used for cooking food; an electric 


cooker; a gas cooker 


a machine that washes and dries 


dishes; load/unload the dishwasher 


a large container used for freezing 


food 


fridge [frid] a large container that is used for 


keeping food cool and fresh 


hairdryer [heardrair] a machine that you use to dry 
your hair 
heater [hitor] a piece of equipment that is used 


for making a room warm; an 


electric heater; a gas heater 


iron [arorn] a piece of electrical equipment 
with a flat metal base that you 
heat and move over clothes to 


make them smooth 


ironing board [arrn bord] a long board covered with cloth 


on which you iron clothes 


kettle [ketal] a metal container with a lid anda 
handle, that you use for boiling 
water; put the 
kettle on 


EXAMPLES 


He shut the dishwasher and switched it on. 


James put the kettle on for a cup of tea. 


lamp [lamp] a light that works using electricity 


microwave 


oven 


oven 


phone 


radio 


stereo 


telephone 


television 


[markroowerv 


Aven] 


[Avon] 


[foun] 


[reidiou] 


[steriou, stiar-] 


[telifoun] 


[telrvrz?n -v13-] 


or by burning oil or gas; a bedside 


lamp 


an oven that cooks food very 


quickly using electric waves 


a piece of equipment for cooking 
that is like a large metal box with 


a door 


same as telephone; The phone 
rang.; make a phone call; a phone 


number 


a piece of equipment that you use 
in order to listen to radio 
programs; listen to the radio; a 


radio program 


a machine that plays music, with 
two parts (= speakers) that the 


sound comes from 


a piece of equipment that you use 
for speaking to someone who is in 


another place 


a piece of electrical equipment 
with a screen on which you watch 
moving pictures with sound; a 


television program; a television show 


tumble-dryer [tambel drarer] 


vacuum cleaner [vekyum klinor, 


-yuam] 


washing [wpfrr mofin] 


machine 
OTHER THINGS IN THE HOME 


bath (BRIT) 


bathtub [baeOtAb] 


EXAMPLES 


He switched on the lamp. 


a machine that uses hot air to dry 


clothes 


an electric machine that sucks up 


dust and dirt from carpets 


a machine that you use for 


washing clothes 


see bathtub 


a long container that you fill with 
water and sit or lie in to wash 
your body; drain the bathtub (In 
British English, use bath) 


Put the potatoes in the oven for thirty minutes. 


He never answers his phone. 
Can I use your phone? 


She's always on the phone. 


What's on television tonight? 


bin (BRIT) 


blanket [blakit] 


see garbage can 


a large, thick piece of cloth that 


you put on a bed to keep you 


blinds 


brush 


bucket 


carpet 


central heating 


clock 


curtain 


cushion 


[blamdz] 


[braf] 


[bakıt] 


[karpıt] 


[sentrəl hity] 


[klok] 


[karten] 


[kufen] 


warm 


pieces of cloth or other material 
that you can pull down over a 
window to cover it; close/open the 
blinds 


an object with a lot of bristles or 
hairs attached to it that you use 


for cleaning things 


a round metal or plastic container 
with a handle, used for holding 


water; a plastic bucket 


a thick, soft covering for the floor; 


a patterned carpet 


a heating system in which water 
or air is heated and passed round a 
building through pipes and 
radiators; gas central heating 

an object that shows you what 
time it is 

a piece of material that hangs 


from the top of a window to cover 


it at night; open/close the curtains 


a bag of soft material that you put 


on a seat to make it more 


comfortable 


dish soap [dif soup] liquid soap for cleaning dirty 
dishes 
(In British English, use washing-up 
liquid) 

dust [dast] a fine powder of dry earth or dirt 

duster [dastor] a cloth that you use for removing 


dust from furniture 
duvet [duver] a thick warm cover for a bed 


garbage can [garbIdz ken] a container that you put trash in 
(In British English, use bin) 


EXAMPLES 


The blinds were drawn to shut out the sun. 
He filled the bucket with water. 
She could hear the hall clock ticking. 


She closed her bedroom curtains. 


I took the letter and threw it in the garbage can. 


key [ki] a specially shaped piece of metal 
that opens or closes a lock; a door 
key 

laundry [londri] 1 clothes and other things that you 


are going to wash; dirty laundry 


laundry liquid 


light 


light bulb 


lock 


mirror 


ornament 


pillow 


plug 


[londri likwid] 


[lart] 


[lait balb] 


[ok] 


[mirer] 


[ornomont] 


[pilou] 


[plag] 


2 clothes and other things that you 


have just washed; clean laundry 
liquid soap for washing laundry 


something such as an electric lamp 
that produces light; switch on/off 
the light 


the round glass part of an electric 


light that light shines from 


the part of a door or a container 
that you use to make sure that no- 
one can open it. You can open a 


lock with a key. 


a flat piece of special glass that 
you can see yourself in; look in the 


mirror; a full-length mirror 


an attractive object that you use to 


decorate your home 


a soft object that you rest your 


head on when you are in bed 


1 the plastic object with metal 
pins that connects a piece of 
electrical equipment to the 
electricity supply 


2 a round object that you use to 


block the hole in a bath or a sink 


radiator [reidiertor] a metal object that is full of hot 
water or steam, and is used for 


heating a room 
rubbish (BRIT) see trash 


rug [rag] a piece of thick cloth that you put 


on a small area of a floor 


sheet [ fit] a large piece of cloth that you 
sleep on or cover yourself with in 
bed 


EXAMPLES 


Fold the laundry neatly after washing and drying it. 
She turned on all the lights and drew the curtains. 


I turned the key in the lock. 


She put the plug in and turned on the taps. 


shower [favor] a piece of equipment that covers 
you with water when you stand 


under it to wash yourself 


sink [sik] a large fixed container in a kitchen 
or a bathroom that you can fill 
with water; a kitchen sink; a 


bathroom sink 


soap 


socket 


switch 


tablecloth 


tap 


tea towel 


toilet 


toothpaste 


toy 


[soup] 


[spkit] 


[switj] 


[terbelk150] 


[tæp] 


[ti taval] 


[torlit] 


[tuOperst] 


[tor] 


a substance that you use with 
water for washing yourself or for 
washing clothes; Wash with soap 


and water. 


a small hole in a wall where you 
can connect electrical equipment 


to the power supply 


a small control for turning 


electricity on or off 


a cloth that you use to cover a 
table 


an object that controls the flow of 
a liquid or a gas from a pipe; turn 


on/off a tap 


a cloth that you use to dry dishes 


after they have been washed 


a large bowl with a seat that you 
use when you want to get rid of 
waste from your body; go to the 


toilet 


a thick substance that you put on 
a toothbrush and use for cleaning 


your teeth 


an object that children play with 


trash [træf] 


tray [trer] 
vase [vers, vaz] 
wallpaper [wolperper] 


washing-up 
liquid (BRIT) 


EXAMPLES 


I turned the bathtub taps on. 


things you do not want any more 
(In British English, use rubbish) 


a flat piece of wood, plastic, or 
metal that is used for carrying and 


serving food and drinks 


a container that is used for 


holding flowers 


colored or patterned paper that is 
used for decorating the walls of 


rooms 


see dish soap 


VERBS 


clean [klin] 


do housework 


do the laundry 


to remove the dirt from 


something; clean the windows 


to do work in your home such as 


cleaning, washing, and ironing 


to wash dirty clothes, towels, etc. 


draw the to pull the curtains across a 


curtains window in order to open or close 
them 
dust [dast] to remove dust from furniture 


with a cloth 


iron [arorn] to make clothes smooth using an 


iron; an ironed shirt 


lock [lok] to close a door or a container with 
a key 

plug something to connect a piece of electrical 

in equipment to the electricity supply 

put things to organize a place by putting 

away things in their proper places (In 


British English, use tidy things 
away) 
sweep [swip] to push dirt away from an area 


using a brush with a long handle; 


sweep the floor 


switch to stop electrical equipment from 
something off working by operating a switch 
switch to make electrical equipment start 
something on working by operating a switch 
take a bath to sit or lie in a bath filled with 


water to wash your body 


take a shower to wash yourself by standing 
under the water that comes from a 


shower 


EXAMPLES 


He brought soapy water and brushes to clean the floor. 
Men are doing more housework nowadays. 

She got out of bed and drew the curtains. 

They had forgotten to lock the front door. 

She plugged in the telephone. 


It's time for the children to put away their toys. 


She switched off the television. 


He switched on the TV. 


throw see throw something in the 
something in garbage the bin (BRIT) 

throw to get rid of something that you do 
something in not want by putting it in the 

the garbage garbage (In British English, use 


throw something in the bin) 


tidy things see put things away 
away (BRIT) 


vacuum [vaekyum, - to clean a room or a surface using 
yuom | a piece of electrical equipment 


that sucks up dirt (called a 


vacuum cleaner) 


NOUNS 


assembly line 


banking 


call center 


catering 


clothing 


industry 


construction 


engineering 


industry 


[assmbli larn] 


[beenkin] 


[kəl sentor] 


[kertorin] 


[klouéin mdastri 


[konstrakfen] 


[end3iniarin | 


an arrangement of workers and 
machines in a factory where a 
product passes from one worker to 


another until it is finished 


the business activity of banks and 


similar institutions 


an office where people work 
answering or making telephone 


calls for a company 


the activity or business of 
providing food for people; a 


catering business 


an industry that makes and sells 


clothes 


the business of building things 


such as houses, roads, and bridges 


the business of designing and 
constructing machines or 


structures such as roads and 


export 


factory 


farming 


film industry 


fishing 


forestry 


goods 


heavy industry 


[eksport] 


[fæktəri, -tri] 


[farmy] 


[film indestri] 


[fifi] 


[foristri ] 


[gudz] 


[hevi indastri] 


bridges 


a product that one country sells to 


another country 


a large building where people use 


machines to make goods 


the business of growing crops or 


raising animals on a farm 


an industry that produces and sells 


films 
the business of catching fish 


the science of growing trees in 


forests 
things that you can buy or sell 


industry that uses large machines 


to produce raw materials or to 


make large objects 


EXAMPLES 


He works on an assembly line. 


She wants a career in banking. 


Italy’s clothing industry is one of the most successful in the world. 


Jason was an engineer with a large construction company. 


Ghana’s main export is cocoa. 


They invested $1 million in the British film industry. 


Money can be exchanged for goods or services. 


hospitality 


industry 


import 


industrial 


sector 


industry 


insurance 


industry 


invention 


[hospiteliti 


Indastri | 


[import] 


[indastriol sektor] 


[indastri | 


[1njuerons 


[invenf?n] 


an industry that provides food, 


drink, and entertainment 


a product bought from another 
country for use in your own 


country 


the part of a country's economy 
that produces things from raw 


materials 


1 the work of making things in 
factories; Industry is growing. 

2 all the people and activities 
involved in making a particular 
product or providing a particular 


service; the Scottish tourist industry 


an industry that provides 
insurance (= money given to 
someone if something bad 
happens to them, in return for 


regular payments) 


1 something that someone has 
invented; a new invention 
2 an occasion when something is 


invented; the invention of the 


telephone 


leisure industry [lrzor indostri, an industry that provides 
lez-] activities for people to do when 


they are not working 


light industry [lart mdastri] industry in which only small 
items are made, for example 


household goods and clothes 


machinery [mofinori] large pieces of electrical 
equipment that do a particular 
job 

manufacturer [mænyəfæktfərər] a company that makes large 


amounts of things 


manufacturing [manyofzkt[orm] the business of making things in 


factories 


EXAMPLES 


John works in the hospitality industry. 
Antigua has a small industrial sector producing clothing and electronic equipment. 
The insurance industry lost billions of dollars because of the floods. 


He works for the world’s largest doll manufacturer. 


During the 1980s, 300,000 workers in the manufacturing industry lost their jobs. 


mass [ma predaAkfen] the production of something in 
production large quantities, usually using 


machinery 


mining 


oil drilling 


output 


plant 


private sector 


processing 


product 


production 


[marni | 


[oil dril] 


[autput] 


[pleent] 


[prarvit sektor] 


[prpsestn | 


[prodakt] 


[prodakfen] 


the business of getting valuable 
substances such as coal and gold 


from the ground; coal mining 


the business of getting oil by 


making deep holes in the ground 


the amount that a person or a 


thing produces 


1 a factory; a clothes manufacturing 
plant 
2 a place where power is 


produced; a nuclear power plant 


the part of a country’s economy 
that the government does not 


control or own 


the business of preparing raw 


materials before they are sold 


something that you make or grow 


in order to sell it 


1 the process of making or 
growing something in large 
amounts; the production of oil 

2 the quantity of goods that you 
make or grow; the volume of 


production 


production line [predaAk/sn lam] an arrangement of machines in a 
factory where the products pass 
from one machine to another until 


they are finished 


public sector [pablik sektor] the part of a country's economy 
that the government controls or 


gives money to 


raw materials [rə moatiarialz] substances that have not been 


processed 
research and [risartf ond the activity of improving products 
development . divelopmont] and making new products 
retailing [riter m] the activity of selling goods 


directly to the public 


EXAMPLES 


This equipment allows the mass production of baby food. 


Industry output has decreased. 


We import raw materials and export industrial products. 


service [ssrvis] something that the public needs, 
such as transportation, hospitals, 


or energy supplies 


service sector [s3rvis sektor] the part of a country’s economy 


that provide services 


shipping 


supplier 


textile industry 


tourism 


trade 


transportation 


VERBS 


assemble 


deliver 


export 


import 


[rpm] 


[soplaror] 


[tskstail indostri] 


[toorrzom] 


[trerd] 


[traensporterfen] 


[osembel] 


[dilivor] 


[iksport] 


[import] 


the business of transporting goods, 
especially by ship; the international 


shipping industry 


a company that sells something 
such as goods or equipment to 


customers 
an industry that makes cloth 


the business of providing hotels, 
restaurants, and activities for 


people who are on vacation 


the activity of buying and selling 
goods 


the activity of taking goods or 


people somewhere in a vehicle 


to fit the different parts of 


something together 


to take something to a particular 


place 
to sell products to another country 


to buy goods from another country 


for use in your own country 


invent 


manufacture 


EXAMPLES 


[Invent] 


to be the first person to think of 


something or to make it 


[manyefaektfor] to make something in a factory 


We are campaigning for better day care and school services. 


They are one of the biggest food suppliers in the U.S. 


Another 75,000 jobs will be lost in the textile industry. 


Tourism is very important for the Spanish economy. 


Workers were assembling airplanes. 


The U.S. imports over half of its oil. 


produce 


provide 


ship 


subcontract 


supply 


ADJECTIVES 


[predus] 


[provaid] 


[frp] 


[sabkontraekt] 


[soplar] 


to make or grow something 


to make available something that 


people need or want 
to send goods somewhere 


to pay another company to do part 
of the work that you have been 
employed to do; subcontract work 


to someone 


to give someone an amount of 


something 


corporate [korperlt, prit] relating to large companies; the 


corporate sector 


domestic [domestik] happening or existing within one 


particular country 


economic [skonpmik, ik-] relating to the organization of the 


money and industry of a country 
financial [famnzenfel, fin-] relating to money 


foreign [form] coming from a country that is not 


your own; a foreign import 


industrial [mdastrial] 1 relating to industry; industrial 
machinery 
2 used to describe a city or a 
country in which industry is very 


important; an industrial country 


international [intornefenel] involving different countries; 


international trade 


modern [mpdern] new, or relating to the present 
time 
private [prarvit] not owned by the government; a 


private company 


public [pablik] owned or controlled by the 


government; a public company 


EXAMPLES 


The company produces about 2.3 billion tons of steel a year. 
We provide a wide range of products and services. 


They supply many cities with gas. 


We need to increase domestic oil production. 


jobs and careers 


accountant [okauntont] 
architect [arkitekt] 
attorney [atsrni] 
builder [bildor] 


businessman [biznismzn ] 


(PL) [biznlsmen] 


businessmen 
businesswoman [bizniswomon] 


(pL) [bizniswimin] 


businesswomen 
carer (BRIT) 


caretaker [kzorterkor] 


carpenter [karpintor] 


someone whose job is to keep 


financial records 


someone whose job is to design 


buildings 
mainly in the U.S., a lawyer 


someone whose job is to build or 


repair houses and other buildings 


a man who works in a business 


a woman who works in a business 


see caretaker 


someone whose job is to look after 
another person (In British English, 


use carer) 


someone whose job is to make and 


repair wooden things 


cashier 


chef 


cleaner 


clerk 


cook 


decorator 


dentist 


EXAMPLES 


[kæfrər] 


[fef] 


[klinor] 


[klsrk] 


[kuk] 


[dskoreitor] 


[dentist] 


someone whose job is to take 
customers’ money in stores or 
banks 


someone whose job is to cook in a 


restaurant 


someone whose job is to clean the 
rooms and furniture inside a 


building 


1 someone whose job is to work 
with numbers or documents in an 
office 

2 someone who works in a store 


selling things to customers 


someone who prepares and cooks 
food 


someone whose job is to paint 


houses and put wallpaper on walls 


someone whose job is to examine 


and treat people’s teeth 


She’s a successful businesswoman who manages her own company. 


Henry Harris is the head chef at The Fifth Floor Restaurant in London. 


doctor [doktor] 

editor [editor] 
electrician [ilektrifen, tlek-] 
engineer [end inrer] 


factory worker  [fzektori warkor, 


-tri] 
farmer [farmor] 
firefighter [farorfartor] 
hairdresser [heardresor] 
housewife [hauswaif] 


(pL) housewives [hauswaivz] 


someone whose job is to treat 


people who are ill or injured 


someone whose job is to check 


and correct texts 


someone whose job is to repair 


electrical equipment 


someone who designs, builds, and 
repairs machines, or structures 
such as roads, railroads, and 


bridges 


someone who works in a factory 
(= a large building where 


machines are used to make things) 


someone who owns or works on a 


farm 


someone whose job is to put out 


fires 


someone whose job is to cut and 


style people’s hair 


a woman who does not have a 
paid job, but spends most of her 
time looking after her house and 


family 


journalist [d 53rnolist] 


judge [dzad3] 
lawyer [lorer, loyar] 
librarian [larbrearion | 
mailman [merlman] 
(et) mailmen [meilmen] 
manager [manid5er] 
mechanic [mikzenik] 


EXAMPLES 


She is a doctor. 


someone whose job is to write 
about news stories for newspapers, 


magazines, television, or radio 


the person in a court of law who 
decides how criminals should be 


punished 


someone whose job is to advise 
people about the law and to 


represent them in court 


someone who works in a library 
(= a place where people can 


borrow books) 


a man who collects and delivers 
letters and packages (In British 


English, use postman) 


someone who controls all or part 


of a business or organization 


someone whose job is to repair 
machines and engines, especially 


car engines 


miner 


monk 


musician 


nanny 


nun 


nurse 


optician 


painter 


pilot 


[marnoer] 


[mank] 


[myuzifen] 


[nani] 


[nan] 


[nars] 


[pptif?n] 


[peintor] 


[parlot] 


someone whose job is to work 
underground to obtain materials 


such as coal 


a member of a group of religious 
men who live together in a special 


building 


someone who plays a musical 


instrument 


someone whose job is to look after 
children in the children’s own 


home 


a member of a group of religious 
women who often live together in 


a special building 


someone whose job is to care for 


people who are ill or injured 


someone whose job is to make and 


sell glasses 


1 someone whose job is to paint 
walls, doors, or other parts of 
buildings 


2 an artist who paints pictures 


someone whose job is to control 


an aircraft 


plumber 


police officer 


porter 


postman (BRIT) 


priest 


programmer 


professor 


publisher 


rabbi 


receptionist 


sales clerk 


[plamer] 


[pelis »frsor] 


[porter] 


[prist] 


[prougraemer] 


[profesor] 


[pablifor] 


[rebar] 


[rIlsepfonist] 


[serlz klsrk] 


someone whose job is to put in 
and repair things like water and 


gas pipes, toilets, and bathtubs 


a member of the police force 


someone whose job is to carry 
things, for example, people’s 
luggage 


see mailman 


someone who has religious duties 


in a place where people worship 


someone whose job is to write 


programs for computers 


a teacher at a college or 
university, especially a teacher of 
the highest rank 


someone whose job is to prepare 
and print copies of books, 


newspapers, or magazines 
a Jewish religious leader 


someone in a hotel or a large 
building whose job is to answer 


the telephone and greet visitors 


someone who works in a store 


sales [serlz 


representative  reprizentotiv] 


salesman [serlzmon] 


(L) salesmen [serlzmon] 


saleswoman (et) [seilzwomon] 


saleswomen [serlzwrmin] 


secretary [sekriteri] 


shop assistant 
(BRIT) 


social worker .[soof*l warkor] 


soldier [sould or] 
surgeon [s3rd 2n] 
surveyor [sorveror | 


selling things to customers (In 


British English, use shop assistant) 


someone whose job is to travel 
around an area and sell the goods 


of a particular company 


a man whose job is to sell things 


a woman whose job is to sell 


things 


someone whose job is to type 
letters, answer the telephone, and 


do other office work 


see sales clerk 


someone whose job is to give help 
and advice to people who have 
serious family problems or 


financial problems 
a member of an army 


a doctor who is specially trained 


to perform operations 


someone whose job is to examine 


the condition of a house, usually 


teacher [titor] 
technician [teknifen] 
vet [vst] 
waiter [weltor | 


EXAMPLES 


I was a teacher for 20 years. 


in order to give information to 


people who want to buy the house 


someone whose job is to teach (= 
give lessons on a subject), usually 


in a school 


someone who works with 
scientific or medical equipment or 


machines 


someone whose job is to treat ill 


or injured animals 


a man whose job is to serve food 


in a restaurant 


waitress [weltrIs ] 


writer [rartor] 


a woman whose job is to serve 


food in a restaurant 


someone whose job is to write 


books, stories, or articles 


NOUNS 


accident 


assault 
attorney 


burglar 


burglary 


charge 


corpse 


court 


courthouse 


[eksidont] 


[osolt] 
[otarni] 


[bsrglor] 


[barglori] 


[tfard:] 


[korps] 


[kort] 


[korthaus] 


law 


an occasion when something bad 
happens to a person by chance, 


sometimes causing injury or death 
a physical attack on a person 
mainly in the U.S., a lawyer 


someone who enters a building by 


force in order to steal things 


the crime of entering a building by 


force and stealing things 


a formal accusation that someone 


has committed a crime 
a dead body 


1 a place where a judge and a jury 
decide if someone has done 
something wrong 

2 (BRIT) see courthouse 


the building in which a court of 


law meets (In British English, use 


court) 


crime [kram] an illegal act; commit a crime 

criminal [krimrnel] someone who does something 
illegal 

drug [drag] a type of illegal substance that 


some people take because they 


enjoy its effects 
drug dealer [drag dilor] someone who sells illegal drugs 


evidence [zvidons] information that is used in a court 
in order to try to show that 


something really happened 


fault [folt] if something bad is your fault, you 


made it happen 


EXAMPLES 


The police say the man’s death was an accident. 
At the police station, he was charged with assault. 
They faced charges of murder. 

She will appear in court later this month. 


There is no evidence that he stole the money. 


It's not my fault. 


fine [farn] money that someone has to pay 


because they have done something 


fraud 


gang 
gun 


homicide 


hostage 


identity 
jail 


judge 


jury 


law 


[frəd] 


[gen] 
[gan] 


[hpmisaid, 


houmr-] 


[hpstid] 


[aidentiti | 
[dzer] 


[d3ad3] 


[d3uari] 


[15] 


wrong; pay a fine 


the crime of getting money by not 
telling the truth 


an organized group of criminals 
a weapon that shoots bullets 


the crime of deliberately killing a 


person 


someone who is kept as a prisoner 
by someone who refuses to let 
them go until they get what they 


want 
who you are 
same as prison 


the person in a court who decides 


how criminals should be punished 


the group of people in a court who 
listen to the facts about a crime 
and decide if a person is guilty or 


not 


1a system of rules that a society 
or government develops to deal 
with things like crime; break the 


law 


2 one of the rules in a system of 


law; a new law 


lawyer [lorer, loyor] someone whose job is to advise 
people about the law and to 


represent them in court 


murder [marder] the crime of deliberately killing a 
person 

murderer [marderer] someone who deliberately kills a 
person 

passport [passport] an official document that you have 


to show when you enter or leave a 


country 


EXAMPLES 


He got a fine for speeding. 
She got a 100-dollar fine. 


He used a different name to hide his identity. 


Driving too fast is against the law. 


police [pelis] 1 the organization that is 
responsible for making sure that 
people obey the law 
2 men and women who are 


members of the police 


police officer ^ [polis »frsor] a member of the police force 


police station 


prison 


prisoner 


proof 


reward 


robbery 


sentence 


shoplifter 


Spy 


statement 


[pelis sterf?n] 


[prizen] 


[prizonor] 


[pruf] 


[rrword] 


[robori] 


[sentons ] 


[fopliftor] 


[spar] 


[stertmont] 


the local office of a police force in 


a particular area 


a building where criminals are 
kept as punishment; send someone 


to prison 
someone who is in prison 


something that shows that 


something else is true 


something that someone gives you 
because you have done something 


good 


the crime of stealing money or 


property from a place 


the punishment that a person 
receives in 


a law court 


someone who steals money from a 


store 


someone whose job is to find out 
secret information about another 


country or organization 


something that you say or write 


that gives information in a formal 


way; make a statement 


suspect [saspekt] someone who the police think may 


be guilty of a crime 


terrorism [tsrorizom | the use of violence to force a 


government to do something 


terrorist [tsrorist] someone who uses violence to 


achieve their aims 


EXAMPLES 


The police are looking for the stolen car. 
There wasn’t enough proof to charge them. 


The firm offered a $10,000 reward for information about the killer. 


He was given a four-year sentence. 


Three suspects were arrested in connection with the assault. 


theft [Osft] the crime of stealing 
thief [Oif] someone who steals something 
(»))thieves [Oivz] from another person 
trial [trarol] a formal meeting in a court, at 


which people decide whether 


someone is guilty of a crime 


vandal [vaendel] someone who deliberately 


damages property 


victim [viktom] someone who has been hurt or 


will 


witness 


VERBS 


arrest 


assault 
break the law 


burglarize 


burgle (BRIT) 


charge 


commit 


confess 


[wil] 


[witnis | 


[orest] 


[osolt] 


[barglorarz] 


[tfard:] 


[komit] 


[konfes] 


killed 


a legal document that says who 
will receive someone’s money 


when they die 


someone who appears in a court to 
say what they know about a crime 


or other event 


to take someone to a police 
station, because they may have 


broken the law 
to attack a person physically 
to do something illegal 


to enter a building by force and 
steal things (In British English, use 
burgle) 


see burglarize 


to formally tell someone that they 


have done something wrong 


to do something illegal; commit a 


crime; commit murder 


to admit that you have done 


something wrong 


EXAMPLES 


He is on trial for murder. 
The driver apologized to the victim's family. 
Police arrested five young men in connection with the robbery. 


Our house was burglarized last year. 


Police charged Mr. Bell with murder. 


He confessed to seventeen murders. 


convict [konvikt] to find someone guilty of a crime 
in a court 
escape [Iskerp] to manage to get away from a 


place; escape from prison 


fine [farn] to order someone to pay a sum of 
money because they have done 


something illegal 


forge [ford] to make illegal copies of paper 
money, a document, or a painting 


in order to cheat people 


hold something to point a gun at someone in a 

up place such as a bank or a shop, in 
order to get their money; hold up a 
bank 


kidnap [kidnap] to take someone away by force 


mug 


murder 
prove 


rape 


rob 


sentence 


solve 


steal 


suspect 


vandalize 


EXAMPLES 


[mag] 


[mardor] 
[pruv] 


[rerp] 


[rob] 


[sentons] 


[solv] 


[stil] 


[səspskt] 


[vaendelarz] 


and keep them as a prisoner, often 
until their friends or family pay a 
ransom (= a large amount of 


money) 


to attack someone and steal their 


money 
to kill someone deliberately 
to show that something is true 


to force someone to have sex when 


they do not want to 


to steal money or property from 


someone 


to say in court what a person's 


punishment will be 


to find out who committed a 


crime; solve a crime 


to take something from someone 


without their permission 


to believe that someone probably 


did something wrong 


to damage something on purpose 


He was convicted of manslaughter. 


She was fined $300. 


She was sentenced to nine years in prison. 


Someone stole my wallet! 


Police suspect him of fraud. 


witness 


ADJECTIVES 


criminal 


guilty 


illegal 
innocent 


legal 


violent 


[witnrs] 


[kriminel] 


[gilti] 


[iligel] 
[inosont] 


[ligel] 


[varolont] 


to see something happen 


connected with a crime; criminal 


charges 


having committed a crime or an 


offense 
not allowed by law 
not guilty of a crime 


1 used for describing things that 
relate to the law; the legal system 


2 allowed by law 


using physical force to hurt or kill 


other people 


EXAMPLES 


Anyone who witnessed the attack should call the police. 


He was found guilty. 


He was proved innocent. 


Is this legal? 


NOUNS 


acrylic 
aluminium 


(BRIT) 


aluminum 


brass 


brick 


bronze 


canvas 


cardboard 


cement 


materials 


[eekrilik] 


falummom] 


[bres] 


[brik] 


[bronz] 


[kænvəs] 


[kardbord] 


[siment] 


a soft artificial material that feels 


like wool 


see aluminum 


a light metal used for making 
things such as cooking equipment 
and cans for food and drink (In 


British English, use aluminium) 
a yellow-colored metal 


a rectangular block used in the 


building of walls; a brick wall 


a yellowish-brown metal that is a 


mixture of copper and tin 


a strong, heavy material that is 


used for making tents and bags 


thick, stiff paper that is used for 


making boxes; a cardboard box 


a gray powder that is mixed with 


sand and water in order to make 


concrete 


china [tfarna] a hard white substance that is 
used for making expensive cups 


and plates 


clay [kler] a type of earth that is soft when it 
is wet and hard when it is dry. 
Clay is used for making things 


such as pots and bricks; a clay pot 


coal [koul] a hard black substance that comes 
from under the ground and is 


burned to give heat 


concrete [kopkrit] a hard substance made by mixing 
cement with sand and water. 


Concrete is used for building. 


EXAMPLES 


We ate from small bowls made of china. 


He put some more coal on the fire. 


copper [kppər] a soft reddish-brown metal 


cotton [kopten] cloth or thread that is made from 
the soft fibers of a plant called a 


cotton plant 


crystal 


denim 


elastic 


fabric 


fur 


glass 


glue 


gold 


iron 


[kristel] 


[denim] 


[1lzestik ] 


[fzebrik] 


[far] 


[gles] 


[glu] 


[gould] 


[arorn] 


1a small, hard piece of a natural 
substance; ice crystals 

2 a clear rock used in jewelry; a 
crystal necklace 3 high-quality 


glass; a crystal vase 


a thick cotton cloth, usually blue, 
that is used for making clothes; a 


denim jacket 


a rubber material that stretches 
when you pull it, and then returns 


to its original size and shape 


cloth that you use for making 


things like clothes and bags 


the thick hair that grows on the 


bodies of many animals; a fur coat 


a hard, transparent substance that 
is used for making things such as 


windows and bottles 


a sticky substance that is used for 


joining things together 


a valuable, yellow-colored metal 
that is used for making jewelry, 


ornaments, and coins 


a hard, dark gray metal; an iron 


gate 


lace [lers] a delicate cloth with a design 


made of fine threads; lace curtains 


lead [led] a soft, gray, heavy metal; a lead 
pipe 
leather [leðər] animal skin that is used for 


making shoes, clothes, bags, and 


furniture 


linen [inin] a type of strong cloth 


EXAMPLES 


The documents were rolled up and held together with elastic. 


We sell our tablecloths in plain or printed fabric. 


This ring is made of solid gold. 


He was wearing a white linen suit. 


liquid [Iikwid] a substance, for example water or 


oil, that flows and can be poured 


marble [marbel] a type of very hard rock that 
people use to make parts of 
buildings or statues 


(= models of people) 


material [motrorrol] 1 any solid substance 
2 cloth 


metal 


nylon 


paper 


plaster 


plastic 


pottery 


rubber 


satin 


silk 


[metel ] 


[nailpn] 


[perper] 


[plaster] 


[plaestik] 


[pptori] 


[rabər] 


[szeten ] 


[silk] 


3 the things that you need for a 
particular activity; building 


materials 


a hard, usually shiny substance 


such as iron, steel, or gold 


a strong, artificial substance that is 


used for making cloth and plastic 


a material that you write on or 


wrap things with; a piece of paper 


a substance that is used for 
making a smooth surface on the 


inside of walls and ceilings 


a light but strong material that is 
produced by a chemical process; a 


plastic bag 


pots, dishes, and other objects 


made from clay 


a strong substance that is used for 
making tires, boots, and other 


products 


a smooth, shiny cloth that is made 


of silk or other materials 


a smooth, shiny cloth that is made 


silver 


steel 


EXAMPLES 


[silvor] 


[stil] 


from very thin threads from an 


insect called a silkworm 


a valuable pale gray metal that is 


used for making jewelry 


a very strong metal that is made 


mainly from iron 


The thick material of her skirt was too warm for summer. 


stone 


straw 


string 


textile 


thread 


[stoun] 


[stro] 


[stri] 


[tekstail] 


[Ored] 


1 a hard solid substance that is 
found in 

the ground and is often used for 
building; a stone wall 

2 a piece of beautiful and valuable 
rock that is used in making 


jewelry; a precious stone 


the dried, yellow stems of crops; a 


straw hat 


very thin rope that is made of 
twisted threads 


any type of cloth 


a long, very thin piece of cotton, 


nylon, or silk that you use for 


timber 


tin 


velvet 


Wax 


wire 


wood 


wool 


ADJECTIVES 


hard 


man-made 


[tmbər] 


[tin] 


[velvit] 


[weeks] 


[warar] 


[wud] 


[wul] 


[hard] 


[mæn merd] 


sewing 


wood that is used for building and 


making things 
a type of soft metal 


soft cloth that is thick on one side; 


yelvet curtains 


a solid, slightly shiny substance 
that is used for making candles (= 
sticks that you burn for light) and 


polish for furniture 


a long, thin piece of metal; a wire 


fence 


the hard material that trees are 


made of 


a material made from the hair that 
grows on sheep and on some other 


animals 


not easily bent, cut, or broken 


created by people, rather than 
occurring naturally; man-made 
fibers 


natural 


raw 


EXAMPLES 


[neetforal, 


netfral] 


[r5] 


She works in the textile industry. 


existing in nature and not created 


by people 


used for describing materials or 
substances that are in their natural 


state; raw materials 


rough 


smooth 


soft 


solid 


synthetic 


transparent 


[rAf] 


[smuó] 


[soft] 


[solid] 


[sinOstik] 


[treenspgoront, - 


par-] 


not smooth or even 


flat, with no rough parts, lumps or 


holes 


1 pleasant to touch, and not rough 
or hard 
2 changing shape easily when 


pressed 


1 hard; not like liquid or gas 
2 with no holes or space inside; 


solid rock 


made from chemicals or artificial 
substances rather than from 


natural ones 


used for describing an object or a 


substance that you can see 


through 
wooden [wud?n] made of wood; a wooden chair 


woolen [wulon] made from wool; a woolen sweater 


EXAMPLES 


Shoes made from synthetic materials can be washed easily. 


He fell on the hard wooden floor. 


NOUNS 


addition 


algebra 


angle 


area 


arithmetic 


average 


axis 


[adifen] 


[eldzibra] 


[2eg?l] 


[corio] 


[ori8mitik] 


[evorid3, 


aevrid] 


[aeksrs] 


math 


the process of calculating the total 


of two or more numbers 


a type of math in which letters 
and signs are used to represent 


numbers 


the space between two lines or 
surfaces that meet in one place; a 


30" angle 


the amount of flat space that a 
surface covers, measured in square 


units 


the basic calculation of numbers, 


for example adding or multiplying 


the result that you get when you 
add two or more amounts together 
and divide the total by the number 
of amounts you added together; 


The average of 1, 2, and 6 is 3. 


one of the two lines on a graph on 


(pL) axes [eksiz] which you mark points to show 


measurements or amounts 
bar chart (BRIT) see bar graph 


bar graph [bar gref] a chart that shows amounts as 
thick lines of different heights (In 
British English, use bar chart) 


calculator [kælkyəlertər] ^ a small electronic machine that 


you use to calculate numbers 


chart [tfart] a diagram or graph that shows 
information 
circle [sarkel] a round shape 


circumference [sorkamfrons] the distance around the edge of a 


circle 


column [kplom] a section in a table that you read 


from top to bottom 


compass [kampos] a piece of equipment that you use 


for drawing circles 


EXAMPLES 


She can count to 100 and do simple addition problems. 


What’s the area of this triangle? 


We can label the axes: time is on the vertical axis and money is on the horizontal one. 


cone 


cube 


cylinder 


decimal 


decimal point 


degree 


diameter 


digit 


[koun] 


[kyub] 


[silindor] 


[dsesimel ] 


[desrm?l point] 


[digri] 


[daræmıtər] 


[didit] 


a solid shape with one flat, round 


end and one pointed end 


1a solid object with six square 
surfaces 
2 the number that you get if you 


multiply a number by itself twice 


a shape with circular ends and 


long straight sides 


a part of a whole number that is 
written in the form of a period 
followed by one or more numbers, 


for example 0.25 or 10.6 
the period in front of a decimal 


1 a unit for measuring 
temperature that is often written 
as °; 180° Celsius 

2 a unit for measuring angles that 


is often written as °; a 45° angle 


the length of a straight line that 
can be drawn across a round 
object, passing through the middle 
of it 


a written symbol for any of the ten 


numbers from 0 to 9 


division [divizen] the process of dividing one 


number by another number 


figure [figyor] 1 one of the symbols from 0 to 9 
that you use to write numbers 
2 an amount or a price expressed 


as a number 


formula [formyola] a group of letters, numbers, or 

(PL)formulas, other symbols that represents a 

formulae [formyeli] scientific rule 

fraction [freekfen] a part of a whole number, such as 
l5 or ¥3 


EXAMPLES 


The cube of 2 is 8. 
The waiter forgot to put a decimal point in their $45.00 bill and they were charged $4500. 


They put the figures in the wrong column. 


The mathematical formula describes the distances of the planets from the Sun. 


geometry [dsipmitri] a type of math relating to lines, 


angles, curves, and shapes 


graph [graef] a picture that shows information 
about sets of numbers or 


measurements 


half [hæf] one of two equal parts of a 


(pt) halves [haevz] number, an amount, or an object 


height [hart] the amount that something 


measures from the bottom to the 


top 
hexagon [heksegpn] a shape with six straight sides 
length [1:0] the amount that something 


measures from one end to the 


other, along the longest side 


math [mae0] the study of numbers, quantities, 
or shapes (In British English, use 
maths) 


mathematics [me0ometiks] same as math 
maths (BRIT) see math 


multiplication [maltiplikeifen] the process of calculating the total 
of one number multiplied by 


another 


99 cc 


number [nambor] a word such as “two,” “nine,” or 
“twelve” or 
a symbol such as 1, 3, or 47 that is 


used in counting 


numeral [numeral] a written symbol that represents a 
number; The Roman numeral for 7 
is VII. 


oblong [oblog] a shape that has two long sides 


and two short sides 
pentagon [pentogan] a shape with five straight sides 


percent [porsent] used for talking about an amount 


as part of 100, often written as % 


percentage [porsentid3] an amount of something, 


considered as part of 100 


EXAMPLES 


The graph shows that prices went up about 20 percent last year. 
More than half of all U.S. houses are heated with gas. 
The table is about one yard in length. 


Only ten percent of our customers live in this city. 


A large percentage of the population speaks English. 


perimeter [perimitor] the total distance around the edge 


of a flat shape 


pie chart [par tfart] a circle that is divided into 
sections to show something 


divided into different amounts 


pyramid [prremid] a solid shape with a flat base and 
flat sides that form a point where 


they meet at the top 


quarter [kwortor] one of four equal parts of 


something 


radius 
(pL) radiuses, 


radii 


ratio 


rectangle 


right angle 


row 


ruler 


scale 


semicircle 


shape 


sphere 


[reidias] 


[rerdiar] 


[rerfou, -fiou] 


[rektaeggel] 


[rart engl] 


[rou] 


[rulor] 


[skeil] 
[semissrkel, 
semar-] 


[ferp] 


[sfrər] 


the distance from the center of a 


circle to its outside edge 


a relationship between two things 
when it is expressed in numbers or 


amounts 


a shape with four straight sides 


and four 90° angles 
an angle of 90° 


a section in a table that you read 


from one side to the other 


a long, flat object that you use for 
measuring things and for drawing 


straight lines 


a set of levels or numbers that you 


use to measure things 


one half of a circle 


something such as a circle, a 


square, or a triangle 


an object that is completely round, 
like a ball 


EXAMPLES 


To work out the perimeter of a rectangle, you need to know its length and width. 


A quarter of them are over 55 years old. 


The adult to child ratio is one to six. 


The earthquake measured 5.5 on the Richter scale. 


square 


square root 


subtraction 


sum 


table 


triangle 


unit 


[skwear ] 


[skweor rut] 


[sabtrekfen] 


[sam] 


[terbel] 


[trarzegge?l] 


[yunit] 


1 a shape with four straight sides 
that are all the same length 
2 the number that you get if you 
multiply a number by itself 


a number that you multiply by 
itself to produce another number; 
The square root 

of 36 is 6. 

the process of taking one number 


away from another number 


the number that you get when you 
add two or more numbers 
together; Fourteen is the sum of six 


and eight. 


a set of numbers that you arrange 


in neat rows and columns 
a shape with three straight sides 


a fixed measurement such as a 


liter or an inch 


volume [vplyum] the amount of space that an object 


contains 


width [wid0, wit0] the amount that something 
measures from one side to the 


other 
VERBS 


add [aed] to calculate the total of various 


numbers or amounts 


calculate [kaelkyolert] to find out an amount by using 


numbers 


count [kaunt] 1 to say all the numbers in order 
up to a particular amount; count to 
20 
2 to see how many there are in a 


group; count the money 


divide [divaid] to find out how many times one 
number can fit into another bigger 


number 


EXAMPLES 


The cube of 2 is 4. 
What is the volume of a cube with sides 3cm long? 
Add all the numbers together, and divide by three. 


Have you calculated the cost of your trip? 


Measure the floor area and divide it by six. 


equal [ikwel] to be the same as a particular 
number or amount; Nine minus two 


equals seven. 


multiply [mAltrplar] to add a number to itself a certain 
number of times; If you multiply 3 
by 4, you get 12. 


subtract [sobtraekt] to take one number away from 


another number; If you subtract 3 


from 5, you get 2. 
take something same as 
away subtract 
work same as 
something out calculate 
ADJECTIVES 
circular [ssrkyolor] shaped like a circle 
diagonal [darzegonel, going from one corner of a square 
-ægn°l] across to the opposite corner 
even [iven] used for describing numbers that 


can be divided exactly by two, for 


example 4, 8, and 24 


mathematical [mæðəmætık°l] 
negative [negotiv] 

odd [od] 

parallel [pærəlel] 
positive [ppzitiv] 
rectangular [rekteengyolor] 
square [skwear] 
triangular [trarzngyolor] 


EXAMPLES 


involving numbers and 


calculating; a mathematical formula 
less than zero; a negative number 


used for describing numbers such 
as 3 and 17, that cannot be 


divided exactly by two 


used for describing two lines that 
are the same distance apart along 


their whole length; parallel lines 
higher than zero; a positive number 
shaped like a rectangle 


1 used for describing a shape that 
has four straight sides that are all 
the same length; a square table 

2 used for talking about the area 


of something; 30 square feet 


shaped like a triangle 


Add up the bills for each month. Take this away from the income. 


It took me some time to work out the answer to the question. 


The screen showed a pattern of diagonal lines. 


PREPOSITIONS 


minus 


plus 


times 


[marines] 


[plas] 


[tarmz] 


used when you are taking one 
number away from another 


number; Ten minus two is eight. 


used for showing that one number 
is being added to another; Three 


plus four equals seven. 


used when you are multiplying 
one number by another; Five times 


two is ten. 


NOUNS 


allowance 


ATM 


balance 


bank 


bank account 


bill 


money 


[alavons] 


[er ti em] 


[baelons] 


[bank] 


[bænk okaunt] 


[bil] 


money that is given regularly to 
someone (In British English, use 


pocket money) 


a machine, usually outside a bank, 
from which you can get money 
using a special plastic card (In 


British English, use cash machine) 


the amount of money you have in 
your bank account; check your 


balance 


a place where people can keep 


their money 


an arrangement with a bank 
where they look after your money 
for you; open/close 


a bank account 


a document that shows how much 
money you must pay for 


something; pay the bill 


billfold 


breadwinner 


budget 


bureau de 
change (BRIT) 


cash 
cashier 
cash machine 


(mainly BRIT) 


change 


change purse 


[bilfould] 


[bredwinor] 


[bAdzit] 


[kaef] 


[kæfrər] 


[tfemd3] 


[t{emndz pars] 


a small case that you can keep 
money and cards in (In British 


English, use wallet 


the person in a family who earns 


the money that the family needs 


the amount of money that you 
have available to spend; a low- 
budget film 


see currency exchange 


money in the form of bills and 


coins; two thousand dollars in cash 


a person whose job is to take your 


money in a store or a bank 


see ATM 


1 the money that you get back 
when you pay with more money 
than something costs 

2 coins; change for the parking 


meter 


a very small bag used for carrying 


money, especially by women (In 


British English, use purse) 


EXAMPLES 


They couldn't afford to pay their bills. 


I’ve always paid the bills and been the breadwinner. 


charge [tfard] an amount of money that you 


have to pay for a service; a small 


charge 
checking [tfekr okaunt] a bank account that you can take 
account money out of at any time (In 


British English, use current 


account) 


check [tf£k] a printed piece of paper from a 
bank that you write an amount of 
money on and use to pay for 
things; pay by check (In British 
English, use cheque) 


checkbook [t{ekbuk] a book containing checks 

cheque (BRIT) see check 

coin [kom] a small round piece of metal 
money 

cost [kost] the amount of money you need in 


order to buy, do, or make 


credit [kredit] 
credit card [kredit kard] 
currency [ksronsi] 
currency [ksronsi 
exchange ikstfemnd3] 


current account 


(BRIT) 
debit card [debit kard] 
debt [det] 


EXAMPLES 


He gave me a check for $1500. 
He counted out the coins into her hand. 


The cost of a loaf of bread has gone up. 


something; the high cost of housing 


an arrangement that allows 
someone to buy something and 
pay for it later; They bought it on 


credit. 


a plastic card that you use to buy 


goods on credit; pay by credit card 


the money that is used in a 
particular country; pay in a 


different currency 


an office where you can buy and 
sell different currencies (In British 


English, use bureau de change) 


see checking account 


a bank card that you can use to 


pay for things; pay by debit card 


an amount of money that you owe 


someone; get into debt 


There will be an increase in the cost of posting a letter. 


He is trying to pay off his debts. 


deposit 


direct debit 
(BRIT) 


direct deposit 


economy 


expenses 


income 


[dippzit] 


[direkt dippzit, 
dar-] 


[ikpnomi] 


[ikspensiz] 


[imkam] 


1 a sum of money that is part of 
the full price of something, and 

that you pay when you agree to 
buy it; a 10% deposit 

2 an amount of money that you 
put into a bank account; make a 


deposit 


see direct deposit 


an arrangement that you make 
with a company, allowing them to 
take money that you owe them 
from or put money that they owe 
you into your bank account every 
month (In British English, use 
direct deposit) 


the system for organizing the 
money and industry of the world, 


a country, or local government 
money that you spend on things 


the money that a person earns or 


receives 


inheritance 


insurance 


interest 


loan 


money 


mortgage 


[inherit°ns | 


[mfuerons] 


[intrist, -torist] 


[loun] 


[mani] 


[morgid3] 


money or property that you 
receive from someone who has 
died 


an agreement that you make with 
a company in which you pay 
money to them regularly, and they 
pay you if something bad happens 
to you or your property; travel 


insurance 


the extra money that you pay if 
you have borrowed money, or the 
extra money that you receive if 
you have money in some types of 


bank accounts 


an amount of money that you 


borrow 


the coins or bills that you use to 


buy things 


a loan of money that you get from 


a bank in order to buy a house 


EXAMPLES 


The Indian economy is changing fast. 


Her hotel expenses were paid by the company. 


She used her inheritance to buy a house. 


How much interest do you have to pay on the loan? 


Do you earn much interest on that account? 


I had to sell my home because I couldn't afford the mortgage payments. 


payment [permont] 1 an amount of money that is paid 
to someone; weekly payments 
2 the act of paying money or of 


being paid; immediate payment 


pension [penfen] money that you regularly receive 
from a business or the government 
after you stop working because of 


your age 


PIN [pin] short for “Personal Identification 
Number:” a secret number that 
you can use, for example, with a 
bank card to get money from a 


cash machine; enter in your PIN 


pocket money  [ppkit mani] 1 a small amount of money 
2 (BRIT) see allowance 


poverty [pbverti] the state of being very poor; living 
in poverty 
price [prais] the amount of money that you 


have to pay in order to buy 


something 


profit [profit] the amount of money that you 
gain when you sell something for 


more than you paid for it 


purse [pars] 1 a small bag used for carrying 
money and other items, especially 
by women 


2 (BRIT) see change purse 


rent [rent] money that you pay to someone so 
that you can use something that 


belongs to them; pay the rent 


salary [sæləri] the money that you earn from 


your employer 


sales tax [seilz tæks] a tax that is added to the price of 


goods or services 


savings [serviz] all the money that you have saved, 


especially in a bank 


savings account [serviz əkaunt] a bank account that gives you 


interest on your money 


EXAMPLES 


To use the service you'll need a PIN number. 


We have seen huge changes in the price of gas. 


They expect house prices to rise. 


The lawyer was paid a huge salary. 


savings and 


loan 


share 


statement 


tax 


wages 


wallet (BRIT) 


VERBS 


borrow 


[servinz ond 


loun] 


[fear] 


[stertmont] 


[teks] 


[weid31z] 


[bprou] 


a business that lends people 
money to buy houses and that 
provides savings accounts; savings 


and loan association 


one of the equal parts that the 
value of a company is divided 
into, which people can buy so that 
they own a part of the company 


and have a part of its profit 


a document showing how much 
money you have put into and 


taken out of your bank account 


an amount of money that you 
have to pay to the government so 
that it can pay for public services 
such as roads and schools; 


raise/lower taxes 


the amount of money that is paid 
to someone for the work that they 
do 


see billfold 


to get money from someone and 


agree to pay it back some time in 


the future 

buy [bar] to get something by paying money 
for it 

charge [tfard] to ask someone to pay money for 
something 

cost [kost] to have as a price; cost a lot 

deposit [dippzit] to put an amount of money into a 


bank account 


donate [dounert] to give something to an 


organization 


EXAMPLES 


I bought shares in my brother's new company. 
His wages have gone up. 
Ilost my wallet. 


He could not afford to buy a house. 


Lizzie bought herself a bike. 


The driver charged us only $2 each. 
How much do you charge for printing photos? 


He has no children to inherit his house. 


earn [3rn] to receive money for work that 


you do 


inherit [inherit] to receive money or property from 


invest 


lend 


make money 


owe 


pay 


pay something 


in 


[invest] 


[lend] 


someone who has died 


to put money into a business or a 
bank, 
in order to try to make a profit 


from it 


to give someone money that they 
must give back after a certain 


amount of time 
to get money for doing something 
to have to pay money to someone 


1 to give someone an amount of 
money for something that you are 
buying; pay for the food 

2 to give someone an amount of 
money for something such as a bill 
or a debt; pay the bill 

3 to give someone money for the 
work that they do; We can pay you 
every week. 

4 to give someone the money that 
you owe them; I haven’t paid him 


back yet. 


to put money into a bank account 


pay up to give someone the money that 
you 
owe them, even though you would 


prefer not to 


save [serv] to gradually collect money by 


spending less than you get 


sign [sam] to write your name on a 
document; sign 


a check 


spend [spend] to pay money for things that you 


want or need; spend money 


withdraw [wiódro, w10-] to take money out of a bank 


account 


EXAMPLES 


He made a lot of money from his first book. 
The company owes money to more than 60 banks. 
Blake owed him $50. 


Tim and Barbara are saving for a house. 


I was saving money to go to college. 


ADJECTIVES 


bankrupt [beenkrapt] without enough money to pay 
your debts 


cheap 


expensive 


generous 


poor 


rich 


thrifty 


valuable 


wealthy 


IDIOMS 


be rolling in it 


in the red 


make ends 


meet 


[tfip] 


[ikspensiv] 


[d5enoros] 


[puar] 


[ritf] 


[Ortfti | 


[vaelyuobel] 


[wel@i] 


1 costing little money, or less than 
you expected 
2 not willing to spend much 


money 
costing a lot of money 


giving you more than you expect 


of something; a generous gift 


having very little money and few 


possessions 


having a lot of money or valuable 


possessions 


saving money, not buying 
unnecessary things, and not 


wasting things 
worth a lot of money 


having a large amount of money, 


property, or valuable possessions 


[INFormAL] to have a lot of money 
[INFORMAL] Owing money to a bank 


to manage to live on your income 


money doesn't 


grow on trees 


save something 


for a rainy day 


tighten your 
belt 


EXAMPLES 


used for saying that money is not 


freely available 


to keep money to use if an 


unexpected need arises 


to spend less money than you 


usually do 


I want to rent a cheap room near the university. 


She was always dressed in the most expensive silk and cashmere. 


My mother taught me to be thrifty. 


Do not leave any valuable items in your hotel room. 


The company is $5 million in the red. 


music 


NOUN 


music [myuzik] 


TYPES OF MUSIC 


classical music  [klaesikel 


myuzik] 


country music [kantri myuzik] 


folk music [fook myuzik] 


jazz [d'5aez] 


1 the pleasant sound that you 
make when you sing or play 
instruments; listen to music 

2 the symbols that you write on 
paper to tell people what to sing 


or play; read music 


a traditional type of music, written 


in a standard form 


a type of music in the style of the 
traditional music of the southern 


and western U.S. 


music that is traditional or typical 
of a particular group of people or 


country 


a style of music that has strong 
rhythms. 
It was invented by African- 


American musicians in the early 


pop music [ppp myuzik] 


rap [rep] 


rock and roll [rok and roul] 


MUSICAL INSTRUMENTS 
cello [tfelou] 
clarinet [klaerinet] 


EXAMPLES 


part of the twentieth century. 


modern popular music, usually 
with a strong rhythm and simple 


tunes 


a type of modern music in which 


the words are spoken 


a type of pop music developed in 
the 1950s which has a strong beat 


for dancing 


a musical instrument that is like a 
large violin. You sit behind it and 


rest it on the floor. 


a musical instrument that you 
blow. It is a long black wooden 
tube with keys on it that you press 
and a single reed (— small flat 
part that moves and makes a 


sound when you blow). 


This is a collection of traditional folk music from nearly 30 countries. 


The club plays live jazz on Sundays. 


Elvis Presley was known as the King of Rock and Roll. 


drum 


flute 


guitar 


harp 


horn 


keyboard 


musical 


instrument 


oboe 


[dram] 


[flut] 


[gitar | 


[harp] 


[horn] 


[kibord] 


[myuzikel 


instromont] 


[oubou 


a simple musical instrument that 
you hit with sticks or with your 
hands 


a musical instrument that you play 
by blowing. You hold it sideways 


to your mouth. 


a musical instrument that has six 


strings and a long neck 


a large musical instrument that 
has strings stretched from the top 
to the bottom of a frame. You play 


the harp with your fingers. 


a musical instrument with a long 
metal tube that you play by 


blowing into it 


1 the set of black and white keys 
that you press when you play a 
piano 

2 an electronic musical instrument 


that has a keyboard 


an object such as a piano, guitar, 
or violin that you use for playing 


music 


a musical instrument that you 


organ 


piano 


recorder 


saxophone 


sitar 


EXAMPLES 


[ərgən] 


[pizenou, 


pyenou] 


[rtkordor] 


[seeksofoun] 


[sitar] 


Sam is a great guitar player. 


blow. It is a long black wooden 
tube with keys on it that you press 
and a double reed (= small flat 
part that moves and makes a 


sound when you blow). 


a large musical instrument that is 


like a piano 


a large musical instrument that 
you play by pressing black and 
white bars (= keys) 


a wooden or plastic musical 

instrument in the shape of a pipe. 
You play it by blowing down one 
end and covering holes with your 


fingers. 


a musical instrument made of 
metal that you play by blowing 
into it 

an Indian musical instrument with 
two layers of strings, a long neck, 


and a round body 


tambourine 


trumpet 


violin 


xylophone 


PEOPLE 


band 


choir 


composer 


conductor 


[taeemborin] 


[trampit] 


[varln] 


[zailofoun] 


[band] 


[kwarer] 


[kempouzer] 


[kondaktor] 


a round musical instrument that 
has small bells around its edge. 
You shake it or hit it with your 
hand. 


a metal musical instrument that 


you blow 


a musical instrument made of 
wood with four strings. You hold 
it under your chin, and play it by 
moving a long stick (= a bow) 


across the strings 


a musical instrument with a row 
of wooden bars of different lengths 
that you play with special 


hammers 


a group of people who play music 


together; play in a band 


a group of people who sing 


together 
a person who writes music 


a person who stands in front of a 


group of musicians and directs 


drummer [dramor] 
guitarist [gitarist] 
musician [myuzifen] 
orchestra [orkistra] 
pianist [pizenist, piontst] 
singer [sior] 


PIECES AND PARTS OF MUSIC 


chord [kord] 
chorus [koras] 
duet [duet] 


EXAMPLES 


He sang in his church choir for ten years. 


their performance 


a person who plays a drum or a 


drum kit 
a person who plays the guitar 


a person who plays a musical 


instrument as their job or hobby 


a large group of musicians who 


play different instruments together 
a person who plays the piano 


a person who sings, especially as a 


job 


a number of musical notes played 
or sung at the same time; a chord 


of G major 


a part of a song that you repeat 


several times 


a piece of music performed by two 


people; a duet for two guitarists 


harmony 


key 


lyrics 


melody 


note 


octave 


piece of music 


rhythm 


scale 


solo 


[harmoni] 


[ki] 


[lirtks] 


[melodi] 


[nout] 


[pktiv] 


[pis əv myuzik] 


[rióom] 


[skeil] 


[soulou] 


the pleasant combination of 
different notes of music played at 


the same time; play in harmony 


a particular scale of musical notes; 
the key of C 


the words of a song 


a group of musical notes that 


make a tune 


1 one particular musical sound; a 
wrong note 
2 a symbol that represents this 


sound 


a series of eight notes in music, or 
the difference between the first 


and last notes in the series 


a complete musical work; an 


orchestral piece 


a regular pattern of sounds or 


movements 


a set of musical notes that are 


played in a fixed order 


a piece of music performed by one 


person 


song [son] words and music sung together 


verse [vars] one of the groups of lines in a 


poem or song 


RECORDING, PERFORMING, AND LISTENING TO MUSIC 


album [ælbəm] a collection of songs on a CD 


CD [si di] short for “compact disc:” a disc for 


storing music 
concert [kpnsərt] a performance of music 


iPod™ [arppd] a small piece of electronic 
equipment that stores music, 


photos, and movies 


karaoke [keeriouki] a form of entertainment in which 
a machine plays songs, and you 


sing the words 


EXAMPLES 


She has a deep voice so she can’t sing high notes. 
He raised his sticks and beat out the rhythm of the song. 


The band released their new album on July 1. 


The weekend began with an outdoor rock concert. 


MP3 player [em pi Ori pletor] a small piece of electronic 


equipment that stores and plays 


microphone 


record 


VERBS 


compose 


conduct 


perform 


play 


practice 


practise (BRIT) 


[maikrofoun] 


[rekord] 


[kempouz] 


[kondakt] 


[perform] 


[pler] 


[praektrs] 


music 


a piece of electronic equipment 
that you use to make sounds 
louder or to record them onto a 


machine 


a round, flat piece of black plastic 
on which sound, especially music, 
is stored. A record can be played 


on a record player. 


to write a piece of music 


to stand in front of musicians and 


direct their performance 


to play a piece of music in front of 


an audience 


1 to produce music from a musical 
instrument 
2 to put a CD into a machine and 


listen to it 


to do something regularly in order 
to do it better (In British English, 


use practise) 


see practice 


record [rikord] to store something such as a 
speech or a performance in a 
computer file or on a disk so that 


it can be heard or seen again later 
sing [si] to make music with your voice 


tune [tun] to adjust a musical instrument so 


that it produces the right notes 


EXAMPLES 


the Orchestra of Welsh National Opera conducted by Carlo Rizzi 
They will be performing works by Bach and Scarlatti. 


Nina was playing the piano. 


She played her CDs too loudly. 


My brother and I used to sing this song. 


ADJECTIVES 

acoustic [okustrk] an acoustic musical instrument is 
one which is not electric; an 
acoustic guitar 

classical [klaesrkel] traditional in form, style, or 
content; classical music 

flat [fleet] used for describing a note that is 


slightly lower than another note 


major [merd7or] used for talking about a scale with 


minor 


musical 


sharp 


ADVERBS 


in tune 


loudly 


out of tune 


softly 


[marnoer] 


[myuzikel] 


[farp] 


[in tun] 


[laudli] 


[aut ov Av tun] 


[softli] 


half steps in sound between the 
third and fourth and the seventh 
and eighth notes; a scale of G 


major 


used in music for talking about a 
scale in which the third note is 
one half step lower that the 
related major scale 

1 relating to playing or studying 
music; musical training 

2 having a natural ability and 


interest in music; musical children 


used for describing a note that is 


slightly higher than another note 


singing or playing the correct 


musical notes; sing in tune 


easily heard because the level of 


sound is very high; playing loudly 


not singing or playing the correct 


musical notes; sing out of tune 


quietly or gently; singing softly 


NOUNS 


binder 


briefcase 


bulletin board 


business card 


calculator 
conference 
room 


department 


desk 


the office 


[bamdor] 


[brifkers] 


[bulitin bord] 


[biznis kard] 


[kaelkyolertor] 
[kpnforons rum, 
-frons] 


[drpartmont] 


[desk] 


a cover for holding loose sheets of 


paper together 


a small suitcase for carrying 
business papers in; a leather 


briefcase 


a board on a wall for notices 
giving information (In British 
English, use noticeboard) 

a small card printed with your 
name, job, business address, and 


other contact information; give 


someone your business card 


a small electronic machine that 


you use to calculate numbers 


a room in an office building where 


people have meetings 


one of the sections in an 


organization 


a table that you sit at to write or 


fax machine [feeks mofin] 


file [fail] 


filing cabinet — [failm keebmnit] 


folder [fouldor] 


highlighter [harlartor] 


EXAMPLES 


work 


a special machine that you use to 
send and receive documents 


electronically 


1 a box or a type of envelope that 
you keep papers in 

2 a collection of information that 
you keep on your computer; open 


a file; a computer file 


a tall piece of office furniture with 


deep drawers for documents 


1 a folded piece of cardboard or 
plastic that you keep papers in; a 
work folder 

2 a group of files that are stored 


together on a computer 


a brightly colored pen that is used 
for marking important parts of a 


document 


Her telephone number was pinned to the bulletin board. 


She works in the accounting department. 


The file contained letters and reports. 


ink cartridge [ink kartrid3] a small container filled with ink 


that you put into a printer 


notepad [noutpaed] 1 a pad of paper for writing notes 
on 


2 a pocket-sized personal 


computer 

noticeboard see bulletin board 

(BRIT) 

office [ofis] a place where people work sitting 
at a desk; work in an office 

overhead [ouvərhed a piece of equipment that you use 

projector predsektor] to make an image on a plastic 
sheet appear large on a screen 

scissors [sizorz.] a small tool for cutting, with two 
sharp parts that are joined 
together 

paperclip [perperklrp] a small metal clip used for holding 
sheets of paper together 

pen [pen] a long thin object that you use for 
writing with ink (— colored 
liquid) 

pencil [pensel] a thin piece of wood with a black 


or colored substance through the 


middle that you use to write or 


photocopier [footokppior] 
photocopy [footokppi] 
printer [printer] 
reception [risepfen] 
receptionist [risepfanist] 
safe [serf] 


Scotch tape™ [skptf terp] 


sellotape (BRIT) 


stapler [sterplər] 


draw with 


a machine that copies documents 


by photographing them 


a copy of a document that you 
make using a photocopier; make a 


photocopy 


a machine for printing copies of 


computer documents on paper 


the desk in an office building that 


you go to when you first arrive 


a person who deals with people on 
the phone or in person at a 


reception desk 


a strong metal box with a lock, 
where you keep money or other 


valuable things 


clear plastic sticky tape that is 
used for sticking things together; a 
roll of Scotch tape (In British 
English, use sellotape) 


see Scotch tape™ 


a small piece of equipment that is 


used for attaching sheets of paper 


staples [sterpelz ] 
toner [tounor] 
vending [vendin mofin] 
machine 

VERBS 

photocopy [footokppi] 
scan [skeen] 

type [tarp] 


together with staples 


pieces of thin wire that attach 


sheets of paper together 


a black or colored powder used as 


ink in a printer or a photocopier 


a machine that you can buy small 
articles from, such as food, drinks, 


or cigarettes 


to make a copy of a document 
using a photocopier; photocopy a 


document 


to make an electronic copy of a 
picture or 
a document using a special piece 


of equipment (called a scanner) 


to write something using a 
machine like 


a computer 


NOUNS 


billfold 


bracelet 


brush 


change purse 


comb 


cotton ball 


cotton wool 


personal items 


[bilfould] 


[brerslit] 


[braf] 


[tfemnd5 pars] 


[koum] 


[kpten bol] 


a small case in which you keep 
money and cards (In British 


English, use wallet) 


a piece of jewelry that you wear 


around your wrist; a silver bracelet 


an object with a lot of hairs 
attached to it that you use for 


making your hair tidy 


a very small bag used for carrying 
money, especially by women (In 


British English, use purse) 


a thin piece of plastic or metal 
with narrow, pointed parts (called 
teeth). You use a comb to make 


your hair tidy. 


soft, fluffy cotton, often used for 
applying creams to your skin (In 


British English, use cotton wool) 


see cotton ball 


(BRIT) 


dental floss 


deodorant 


diamond 


earring 


face cream 


face powder 


flannel (BRIT) 


gel 


hairdryer 


[dentel flos] 


[dioudoront] 


[darmend, darao- 


] 


[ər] 


[fers krim] 


[fers pauder] 


[del] 


[heardratr] 


a type of thread that is used to 


clean between your teeth 


a substance that you can put on 
your skin to hide or prevent bad 


smells 


a hard, clear stone that is very 
expensive, and is used for making 


jewelry; diamond earrings 


a piece of jewelry that you wear 


on your ear 


a thick substance that you can rub 


into your face to keep it soft 


a very fine soft powder that you 
can put on your face to make it 


look smoother 
see washcloth 


a thick substance like jelly, used 
for keeping your hair in a 
particular style or for washing 


your body; shower gel 


a machine that you use to dry 


your hair 


hairspray 


handbag (BRIT) 


handkerchief 


jewelry 


jewellery 
(BRIT) 
key ring 


lipstick 


makeup 


mirror 


mouthwash 


[heersprer] 


[haenkert fif] 


[d ;uolri] 


[ki rin] 


[lrpstik] 


[merkAp] 


[miror] 


[mauOwp[] 


a sticky substance that you spray 
out of a can onto your hair in 


order to hold it in place 


See purse 


a small square piece of cloth that 


you use for blowing your nose 


decorations that you wear on your 
body, such as a ring that you wear 
on your finger; a jewelry box (In 


British English, use jewellery) 


see jewelry 


a metal ring that you use to keep 


your keys together 


a colored substance that women 


sometimes put on their lips 


the creams and powders that you 
can put on your face to make 
yourself look more attractive; put 


on makeup; take off makeup 


a flat piece of special glass that 


you can see yourself in 


a liquid that you put in your 


mouth to clean it and make your 


breath smell pleasant 


nail file [neil fail] a small rough strip that you rub 
across the ends of your nails to 


shorten them or shape them 


nail varnish [neil varnif] a thick liquid that you can paint 


on your nails 


necklace [neklis] a piece of jewelry that you wear 


around your neck 


perfume [psrfyum, a liquid with a pleasant smell that 
perfyum] you put on your skin 
purse [pars] 1 a small bag that a woman uses 


for carrying things such as money 
and keys (In British English, use 
handbag) 

2 (BRIT) see change purse 


EXAMPLES 


Eva was wearing red lipstick. 


Anna doesn't usually wear much makeup. 


Dan looked at himself in the mirror. 


The hall smelled of her mother's perfume. 


razor [reizor] a tool that people use for shaving 


ring 


shampoo 


soap 


sponge 


suncream 
(BRIT) 


sunscreen 


tissue 


toilet paper 


toiletries 


[r1] 


[fæmpu] 


[soup] 


[spand3] 


[sanskrin] 


[tifu] 


[torlit perpor] 


[torlotriz] 


a small circle of metal that you 


wear on your finger; a wedding ring 


liquid soap that you use for 


washing your hair 


a substance that you use with 


water for washing yourself; a bar 
of soap 


a piece of a very light soft material 
with a lot of small holes in it, that 


you use for washing yourself 


see sunscreen 


a cream that you can put on your 
skin to protect it from the sun (In 


British English, use suncream) 


a piece of thin, soft paper that you 
use to wipe your nose; a packet of 


tissues 


paper that you use to clean 


yourself after using the toilet 


the things that you use when you 
are washing or taking care of your 


body, such as soap and toothpaste 


toothbrush [tuObrAf] a small brush that you use for 


cleaning your teeth 


toothpaste [tuOperst] a thick substance that you put on 
a toothbrush for cleaning your 
teeth 

towel [taval] a piece of thick soft cloth that you 


use to dry yourself; a bath towel 
wallet (BRIT) see billfold 


washcloth [wpfkl50] a small cloth that you use for 


washing yourself (In British English, 


use flannel) 

watch [wpt/] a small clock that you wear on 
your wrist 

VERBS 

brush [braf] to tidy something using a brush; 
brush your hair 

carry [kæri] 1 to hold something in your hand 
and take it with you; carry a 
handbag 
2 to always have something with 
you; carry a passport 

comb [koum] to use a comb to make your hair 


tidy; comb your hair 


put something to place clothing or makeup on 


on your body in order to wear it 
take something to remove clothing or makeup 

off 

wear [wear] to have something such as clothes, 


shoes, or jewelry on your body 


EXAMPLES 


She put on her makeup. 


Rosalinda was wearing gold earrings. 


NOUNS 


ash 


bark 
beech 
birch 


bird feeder 


blossom 


border 


branch 


bud 


bush 


[æf] 


[bark] 
[bitf] 
[bsrtf] 


[bsrd fidər] 


[blosəm] 


[bərdər] 


[bræntf] 


[bad] 


[buf] 


plants, trees, and gardens 


a tree that has smooth gray bark 


and loses its leaves in the winter 
the rough surface of a tree 

a tree with a smooth gray trunk 
a tall tree with thin branches 


a container that you fill with food 
for birds 


the flowers that appear on a fruit 


tree; cherry blossom 


a long area of ground along the 
edge of a garden that is planted 


with flowers; border plants 


one of the parts of a tree that have 


leaves, flowers, and fruit 


a new growth on a tree or plant 


that develops into a leaf or flower 


a plant with leaves and branches 


that is smaller than a tree; a rose 


buttercup 


compost 


daffodil 


daisy 


dandelion 


elm 


fence 


fern 


EXAMPLES 


[batorkap] 


[kpmpoust] 


[daefadil] 


[derzi] 


[daendilaron] 


[elm] 


[fens] 


[fsrn] 


bush 


a small wild plant with bright 


yellow flowers 


a mixture of dead plants and 
vegetables that is used to improve 
soil 

a yellow flower with a long stem 


that appears in spring 


a small wildflower with a yellow 


center and white petals 


a wild plant with yellow flowers 
that turn into balls of soft white 


seeds 


a tree with broad leaves that it 


loses in the fall 


a wooden or metal wall around a 


piece of land 


a plant that has long stems with 


leaves that look like feathers 


We picked apples from the upper branches of a tree. 


Small pink buds were beginning to form on the bushes. 


fertilizer 


fir tree 


flower 


forest 


forget-me-not 


garden 


garden bench 


garden center 


gardener 


[fartelaizor] 


[far tri] 


[flavor] 


[forrst] 


[forget mi npt] 


[garden] 


[garden bent] 


[garden sentor] 


[gardanor] 


a substance that you put on soil to 


make plants grow well 


a tall evergreen tree that has thin 


needle-like leaves 


the brightly colored part of a 
plant; a bunch of flowers; a flower 


bed; a flower pot 


a large area where trees grow 


close together; a forest fire 


a small plant with very small blue 


flowers 


1 the part of the land by your 
house where you grow flowers and 
vegetables 

2 places with plants, trees, and 


grass, that people can visit 


a long seat of wood or metal that 
two or more people can sit on in a 


garden 


a store, usually with an outdoor 
area, where you can buy plants 


and tools for your garden 


a person who works in a garden 


gardening [gardenin |] the activity of working in a garden 


grass [graes] a plant with thin, green leaves that 
cover the surface of the ground; 


cut the grass 


greenhouse [grinhaus] a glass building where you grow 
plants to protect them from bad 


weather 


ground [graund] the soil on the Earth’s surface in 


which you can grow plants 


grounds [graundz] the garden or area of land around 


a large or important building 


hedge [hed3] a row of small trees growing close 
together around a garden or a 
field 


EXAMPLES 


She has a beautiful garden. 

The gardens are open from 10:30 a.m. until 5:00 p.m. 
Mrs. Daly employs a gardener. 

My favorite hobby is gardening. 


We walked around the palace grounds. 


hoe [hou] a tool with a long handle and a 
small square blade that you use to 


break up the surface of the soil 


holly 


hose 


ivy 


jasmine 


lawn 


lawnmower 


leaf »» leaves 


lily 


oak 


orchard 


orchid 


[hpli] 


[houz] 


[arvi] 


[dzæzmın] 


[lon] 


[lonmoouer] 


[lif] [livz] 


[lili] 


[ook] 


[ortford] 


[orkid] 


a plant that has hard, shiny leaves 
with sharp points, and red berries 


in the winter 


a long rubber or plastic pipe that 
you use to put water on plants; a 


garden hose 


a dark-green plant that grows up 


walls or along the ground 


a climbing plant which has small 
white or yellow flowers with a 


pleasant smell 


an area of short grass around a 


house or other building 
a machine for cutting grass 


the parts of a tree or plant that are 
flat, thin, and usually green; an 
oak leaf 


a plant with large sweet-smelling 


flowers 
a type of large tree 


an area of land where fruit trees 


grow; a cherry orchard 


a plant with brightly colored, 


unusually shaped flowers 


palm tree [pam tri] a straight tree with a lot of long 
leaves at the top, which grows in 


tropical countries 


path [pae0] a long, narrow piece of ground 


that people walk along 


patio [paetiou] a flat area next to a house, where 
people can sit and relax or eat; 


patio furniture 


petal [petal] the thin colored parts of a plant 


that form the flower; rose petals 


pine [pain] a tall tree with long, thin leaves 


that it keeps all year 


EXAMPLES 


We had lunch on the lawn. 


We followed the path through the grounds. 


plant [plant] a living thing that grows in the 
earth and has a stem, leaves, and 
roots 

poppy [pppi] a plant with large, delicate, red 
flowers 


primrose [primrouz] a wild plant with pale yellow 


rainforest 


rake 


root 


rose 


seed 


shade 


shed 


shrub 


soil 


sprinkler 


stalk 


[remnforist] 


[rerk] 


[rut] 


[rouz] 


[sid] 


[ferd] 


[fed] 


[frab] 


[soil] 


[sprinklor] 


[stak] 


flowers 


a thick forest of tall trees that 
grows in tropical areas where 


there is a lot of rain 


a tool with a long handle, used for 


collecting loose grass or leaves 


the part of a plant that grows 


under the ground 


a flower with a pleasant smell and 
sharp points (called thorns) on its 


stems 


the small, hard part of a plant 


from which a new plant grows 


an area where direct sunlight does 


not reach; in the shade 


a small building where you store 


things 
a small bush 


the substance on the surface of the 


Earth in which plants grow 


a machine that spreads drops of 


water over an area of grass 


the thin part of a flower, leaf, or 


fruit that joins it to the plant or 


tree 


stem [stem] the long, thin part of a plant that 


the flowers and leaves grow on 


sunflower [sanflavor] a very tall plant with large yellow 
flowers 

thorn [Orn] a sharp point on some plants and 
trees 


EXAMPLES 


Water each plant daily. 

Plant the seeds in small plastic pots. 

They grow well in sun or partial shade. 

This book tells you how to choose shrubs for your garden. 


The soil here is good for growing vegetables. 


A single flower grows on each long stalk. 


He cut the stem and gave her the flower. 


He removed a thorn from his foot. 


tree [tri] a tall plant that lives for a long 
time. It has a trunk, branches, and 


leaves; apple trees 


trunk [trank] the large main stem of a tree from 


which the branches grow 


tulip [tulip] a flower that grows in the spring 


and is shaped like a cup 


vase [vers, vaz] a container that is used for 


holding flowers 


violet [varelit] a small plant that has purple or 


white flowers in the spring 


watering can  [wotorn) ken] a container with a handle that is 


used to water plants 


weed [wid] a plant that grows where you do 
not want it 
weedkiller [widkilor] a substance that you put on your 


garden to kill weeds 


weeping willow [wip wilou] a type of tree with long thin 
branches that hang down to the 


ground 


wheelbarrow _ [wilbzrou] an open container with one wheel 
and two handles, that is used for 
moving things such as earth or 


plants 


window box [windou bpks] along narrow container on a shelf 
at the bottom of a window that is 


used for growing plants 


woods [wudz] a large area of trees growing near 


each other 


yew [yu] an evergreen tree with sharp 
leaves that are broad and flat, and 


red berries 


VERBS 

blossom [blpsam] to produce flowers 

cultivate [kaltivert] to grow plants on a piece of land 
flower [flavor] to produce flowers 


EXAMPLES 


There was a small vase of flowers on the table. 
The garden was full of weeds. 


Rain begins to fall, and peach trees blossom. 


These plants will flower soon. 


grow [grou] 1 to gradually become bigger 
2 used for saying that a plant or a 
tree lives in a particular place 
3 to put seeds or young plants in 


the ground and take care of them 


mow [mou] to cut an area of grass using a 
machine (called a mower); mow 


the lawn 


pick [pik] to take flowers, fruit, or leaves 


plant 


prune 


tend 


water 


weed 


ADJECTIVES 


deciduous 


evergreen 


indoor 


leafy 


[pleent] 


[prun] 


[tend] 


[wotor] 


[wid] 


[disid3uas] 


[evorgrin | 


[mdr] 


[lifi] 


from a plant or tree 


to put something into the ground 


so that it will grow 


to cut out parts of a bush or tree in 
order to make it grow thicker and 
better 


to look after your garden and the 


plants in it 


to pour water over plants in order 


to help them to grow 


to remove the weeds from an area 


a deciduous tree loses its leaves in 


the fall every year 


an evergreen tree has green leaves 


all year 


done or used inside a building; 


indoor plants 


1 having a lot of leaves; leafy trees 
2 you say that a place is leafy 
when there are a lot of trees and 


plants there 


mature [motyuer, -tuer, fully grown; mature fruit trees 


-tfuer] 
outdoor [autdor] happening outside and not ina 
building 
overgrown [ouvergroun | thickly covered with plants that 


have not been looked after 


EXAMPLES 


There were roses growing by the side of the door. 


He plans to plant fruit trees. 


Try not to walk on the flower beds while you are weeding. 


shady [ferdi] not in direct sunlight 

PHRASE 

“Stay off the used on signs to tell people not to 

grass” walk on the grass 

IDIOMS 

have a green to be good at making plants grow 

thumb (In British English, use have green 
fingers) 

have green see have a green thumb 


fingers (BRIT) 


NOUNS 


alphabet 


article 


author 


ballpoint pen 


Biro (BRIT) 


book 


capitals 


chapter 


reading and writing 


[zelfobet, -bit] 


[artrkel] 


[209r] 


[bolpornt pen] 


[buk] 


[keepitelz] 


[tjzepter] 


a set of letters that is used for 


writing words 


a piece of writing in a newspaper 


or magazine; a newspaper article 


the person who wrote a book or a 


document 


a pen with a small metal ball at 
the tip (In British English, use Biro) 


see ballpoint pen 


a number of pieces of paper, 
usually with words printed on 
them, that are fastened together 


and bound inside a cover 


letters in the form that is used at 
the beginning of sentences or 

names, for example “T,” “B,” and 
^F," rather than “t,” “b,” and "f." 


a part of a book; See chapter 4. 


character [kaeriktor] one of the people in a story 


colon [koulon] the punctuation mark (:) that you 


can use to join parts of a sentence 


comic book [komık buk] a magazine that contains stories 


told in pictures 


comma [komə] the punctuation mark (,) that you 
use to separate parts of a sentence 
or items in 


a list 
conclusion [konkluzen] the ending of a story 


correction fluid [korekfen fluid] a white liquid that you use to 


cover written mistakes 


cover [kavor] the outside part of a book or a 


magazine 


EXAMPLES 


The Russian alphabet has 31 letters. 
Jill Phillips is the author of “Give Your Child Music.” 


Please write your name and address in capitals. 


The main character in “Great Expectations” is Pip. 


Her photograph was on the front cover of “Zoo” magazine. 


diary [darori] a book in which you record what 


happens in your life 


dictionary 


document 


draft 


e-book 


editor 


encyclopedia 


eraser 


essay 


exclamation 
mark (BRIT) 


[dikfoneri] 


[dpkyomont] 


[dreeft] 


[i buk] 


[editor] 


[insarklopidio] 


[rrersor] 


[eser] 


a book in which the words and 
phrases of a language are listed, 


together with their meanings 


an official piece of paper with 


important information on it 


a piece of writing that you have 
not finished working on; a first 
draft 


short for “electronic book:” a book 
that you can read on a computer 


screen 


someone whose job is to check 


and correct texts 


a book or a CD-ROM containing 


facts about many different subjects 


a small object that you use for 
removing marks you have made 
with a pencil (In British English, use 
rubber) 


a short piece of writing on a 


subject 


see exclamation point 


exclamation [eksklomerfen the punctuation mark (!) that you 

point point] use at the end of a sentence to 
show excitement or anger (In 
British English, use exclamation 


mark) 


fairy tale [feari terl] a story for children about magic 


and fairies 


fiction [fikfen] books and stories about people 


and events that are not real 


full stop (BRIT) see period 

handwriting [haendrartin | your style of writing with a pen or 
a pencil 

headline [hedlam] the title of a newspaper story, 


printed in large letters 


hero [hiarou] the main male character of a story 


EXAMPLES 


I have kept a diary since I was eleven. 


She writes romantic fiction. 
The address was in Anna’s handwriting. 


The headline read “Government plans to build new hospitals.” 


heroine [heroum] the main female character of a 


Story 


hyphen 


index 


ink 


introduction 


journal 


journalist 


language 


[harfen] 


[indeks] 


[19k] 


[intredAk[?n] 


[d53rnel] 


[dz3rnoalist] 


Hlaengwid3] 


the punctuation sign (-) that you 
use to join two words together, as 
in “left-handed” 


a list at the back of a book that 
tells you what is in the book and 
on which pages you can find each 


item 


the colored liquid that you use for 


writing or printing 


the part at the beginning of a book 
that tells you what the book is 


about 


1 a magazine or a newspaper that 
deals with a special subject; an 
academic journal 


2 same as diary 


someone whose job is to collect 
news stories and write about them 
for newspapers, magazines, 


television, or radio 


1 a system of sounds and written 
symbols that people of a particular 
country or region use in talking or 
writing; the English language 


2 the use of a system of 


legend [led z?nd] 
letter [letor] 
library [larbreri] 


EXAMPLES 


The letter was written in blue ink. 


communication that has a set of 
sounds or written symbols; improve 


your language skills 


a very old and popular story 


1 a message that you write or type 
on paper and send to someone; 
send someone a letter 

2 a written symbol that represents 
a sound in a language; the letters of 
the alphabet 


a place where books, newspapers, 
DVDs, and music are kept for 


people to use or borrow 


literature [litorotfor, -tfor] 


magazine 


[mægəzin, -zin] 


myth [m19] 


books, plays, and poetry that most 
people consider to be of high 
quality 


a thin book with stories and 
pictures that you can buy every 


week or every month 


an ancient story about gods and 


narrator 


newspaper 


nonfiction 


novel 


novelist 


page 


paper 


paperback 


paragraph 


[naerertor] 


[nuzperper, nus- 


] 


[npnfikfen] 


[npvel] 


[npvalist] 


[perd] 


[perper] 


[perperbak] 


[pærəgræf] 


magic; a Greek myth 


the person who tells the story in a 
book 


a number of large sheets of folded 
paper, with news, advertisements, 
and other information printed on 


them 


writing that is about real people 
and events rather than imaginary 


ones 


a long written story about 


imaginary people and events 
someone who writes novels 


one side of a piece of paper in a 
book, a magazine, or a newspaper; 


Turn to page 7. 


1 a material that you write on; a 
piece of paper 
2 a newspaper 


a book with a thin cardboard or 


paper cover 


a section of a piece of writing that 


begins on a new line and contains 


more than one sentence 


pen [pen] a long thin object that you use for 


writing with ink 


pencil [pensel] a long thin piece of wood with a 
black substance through the 


middle that you use for writing 


EXAMPLES 


Ayumi is studying English literature at Leeds University. 
I read about the fire in the newspaper. 


The library contains both fiction and nonfiction. 


My favorite novel is War and Peace. 


I’m going to the store to buy a paper. 


Pll buy the book when it comes out in paperback. 


period [preried] the punctuation mark (.) that you 
use at the end of a sentence (In 
British English, use full stop) 


play [pler] a piece of writing performed in a 
theatre, on the radio, or on 


television 


plot [plot] a series of events that make up the 


story of a book 


poem [pouem] a piece of writing in which the 


words are chosen for their beauty 


poet 


poetry 


punctuation 


question mark 


quotation 


quotation 


marks 


report 


rubber (BRIT) 


[pourt] 


[pouttri] 


[panktfuerfen] 


[kwestfen mark] 


[kwouterfen] 


[kwooterfon 


marks] 


[riport] 


and sound, and are arranged in 


short lines 
someone who writes poems 


the form of literature that consists 


of poems 


signs such as ( ), !, or ? that you 
use to divide writing into 


sentences and phrases 


the punctuation mark (?) that is 
used in writing at the end of a 


question 


a sentence or a phrase from a 


book, a poem, a speech, or a play 


the punctuation marks (“ ”) or (°) 
that are used in writing to show 
where speech or a quotation 


begins and ends 


1 a newspaper article that gives 
information about something that 
happened; a newspaper report 

2 a piece of work that a student 
writes on a particular subject; a 


book report 


See eraser 


scene [sin] a part of a play or a book in which 
all the events happen in the same 


place 


script [skript] the written words that actors 


speak in a play 


EXAMPLES 


Hamlet is my favorite play. 


He told me the plot of his new novel. 


We studied French poetry last term. 


Check your spelling and punctuation. 


The opening scene shows a mother and daughter having an argument. 


semicolon [semikoulon] the mark (;) that you use in 
writing to separate different parts 


of a sentence 


sentence [sentons] a group of words that tells you 


something or asks a question 


story [stori] a description of imaginary people 
and events, that is intended to 


entertain people 


summary [samori] a short description of something 
that gives the main points but not 
the details 


table of [terb»] av a list of chapters that is shown at 


contents kpntents] the beginning of a book 

thesaurus [Orsoros] a reference book in which words 

(pL) thesauruses, with similar meanings are grouped 

thesauri [Orsorar] together 

thriller [Orilor] an exciting book or play about a 
crime 

title [tart@l] the name of something such as a 
book or a play 

translation [traenzlerf?n] a piece of writing or speech that 


has been put into a different 


language 


vocabulary [vookabyeleri] 1 all the words that someone 
knows in a particular language; 
She has a large vocabulary. 
2 all the words in a language; a 
new word in the English vocabulary 
3 the words that you use when 
you are talking about a particular 


subject; technical vocabulary 
word [ward] a unit of language with meaning 


writer [rartor] someone whose job is to write 


books, stories, or articles 


EXAMPLES 


Here is a short summary of the news. 


The title of the novel is Jane Eyre. 


The Italian word for “love” is “amore.” 


writing [raitm] 1 something that has been written 
or printed 
2 any piece of written work; a 
piece of writing 
3 the activity of writing, especially 


of writing books for money 


VERBS 

copy [kppi] to write something that is exactly 
like another thing 

delete [dilit] to put a line through something 
that has been written down 

look something to try to find something in a book 

up such as a dictionary 

print [print] 1 to use a machine to put words or 


pictures on paper; print copies of a 
novel 
2 to write letters that are not 


joined together; print your name 


publish [pablif] to prepare and print copies of a 


book, a magazine, or a newspaper 


read [rid] 1 to look at written words and 
understand them; read a book 
2 to say words that you can see; 


read someone a story 


rhyme [ram] to end with a very similar sound 
to another word; “June” rhymes 


with “moon.” 


set [set] if a story is set in a particular 
place or time, the events in it take 


place in that place or time 


skim [skim] to read something quickly 


EXAMPLES 


Lydia tried to read the writing on the next page. 
Elizabeth Johnston teaches creative writing at Concordia University. 


I didn’t know what “subscribe” meant, so I looked it up in the dictionary. 


HarperCollins will publish his new novel in March. 


The novel is set in China in 1900. 


He skimmed the pages quickly, then read them again more carefully. 


spell [spel] 1 to write or speak each letter of a 
word in the correct order; How do 


you spell “potato”? 


2 to have a good knowledge of the 
correct order of letters in words; 


Many students cannot spell. 


translate [treenzleit] to say or write something again in 


a different language 


type [tarp] to write something using a 


machine such as a computer 


write [rart] 1 to use a pen or a pencil to 
produce words, letters, or numbers 
2 to create something such as a 
book or a poem 
3 to give someone information, 
ask them something, or express 
your feelings in a letter or an 


email; write to someone 


EXAMPLES 


Martin Luther translated the Bible into German. 


Please write your name and address on the back of the photo. 


She writes articles for French newspapers. 


NOUNS 


chore 


day off 


free time 


habit 


hobby 


housework 


lifestyle 


lunch break 


routines 


[tfr] 


[fri tarm] 


[haebrt] 


[hpbi] 


[hauswark] 


[larfstail ] 


[antf brerk] 


a job that you have to do, for 
example, cleaning the house; 


household chores; do the chores 


a day when you do not go to work; 


have a day off 


time when you are not working or 
studying, when you can do things 
that you enjoy; in your free time 
something that you do often or 
regularly; a bad habit; an old habit 
an activity that you enjoy doing in 
your free time 


the work that you do to keep a 


house clean and tidy; do housework 


the way someone has chosen to 
live and behave; a healthy lifestyle 


the period in the middle of the day 
when you stop work in order to 


have a meal; have your lunch break 


routine [rutin] the usual activities that you do 


every day; your daily routine 


rush hour [raf avor] one of the periods of the day when 
most people are traveling to or 


from work; rush-hour traffic 


time off [tarm of] a period of time when you do not 


work; take time off; give someone 


time off 
VERBS 
commute [komyut] to travel to work or school 
shave [ferv] to remove hair from your face or 
body 


EXAMPLES 


She’s always busy and has lots of hobbies. 
Skiing is an expensive hobby. 


I had to drive eight miles during rush hour. 


Many women shave their legs. 


He always shaves before breakfast. 


do the to go to stores to buy things 
shopping 


drop someone to take someone to a place in a car 


off 
get dressed 


get ready 


get up 


go home 


go to bed 
go to sleep 


go to work 


take a bath 


take a shower 


have breakfast 


have dinner 


have lunch 


and leave them there 
to put clothes on yourself 


to completely prepare yourself for 


something 
to get out of bed 


to return to the place where you 


live 
to lie down in your bed to sleep 
to fall asleep 


to go to the place where you do 
your job 
to sit or lie down in a bath filled 


with water to wash your body 


to wash yourself by standing 
under the water that comes from a 


shower 
to eat the first meal of the day 


to eat the main meal of the day, 
which is usually served in the 


evening 


to eat the meal that you have in 
the middle of the day 


make dinner to prepare the main meal of the 


day, which is usually served in the 


evening 
pick someone to collect someone from a place, 
up often in a car 
set your alarm to adjust an alarm clock so that it 


will wake you at a particular time 


sleep in to sleep until after the time you 


usually get up in the morning 


EXAMPLES 


Dad dropped me off at school on his way to work. 
It takes her a long time to get ready for school. 


They have to get up early in the morning. 


We went to bed at about 10 p.m. 


It was time to go to work. 
Would you like to stay and have dinner? 
I pick the children up from school at three o'clock. 


Dad set the alarm for eight the next day. 


tidy up to organize a place by putting 


things in their usual places 


wake up to stop sleeping 


ADVERBS 


during the 


week 
every day 
every week 


in the 


afternoon 


in the evening 


in the morning 


on weekends 


IDIOMS 


burn the candle 
at both ends 


go out like a 
light 


on the go 


EXAMPLES 


on any day from Monday to Friday 


on each day without exception 
at least one time each week 


during the part of the day that 
begins at lunchtime and ends at 


about six o'clock 


during the part of the day between 
the end of the afternoon and 


midnight 


during the part of the day between 
the time that people usually wake 


up and noon 


on Saturdays and Sundays 


to stay up very late at night and 


get up very early in the morning 


to fall asleep very quickly 


always busy and active 


It was cold and dark when I woke up at 6:30. 

He never goes out during the week. 

They got up every day before dawn. 

He calls his mother every week. 

He's arriving in the afternoon. 

We usually have dinner at seven in the evening. 

The first thing people do in the morning is open the curtains. 


She was never at home on weekends. 


I’ve been on the go all day. 


NOUNS 


assembly 


attendance 


blackboard 


box lunch 


break (BRIT) 


bully 


cafeteria 


[osembli] 


[atendons] 


[blaekbord] 


[bpks lAnt[] 


[buli] 


[keefitroria | 


school 


a meeting of all the teachers and 
students at the beginning of a 


school day; a school assembly 


an official list of when students 
attend a class; take attendance (In 


British English, use register) 
a chalkboard 


food that you take to school and 
eat as your lunch; take/have a box 
lunch (In British English, use 
packed lunch) 


See recess 


someone who uses their strength 
or power to frighten other people; 


school bullies 


a place in a school where students 
can buy and eat lunch; the school 
cafeteria (In British English, use 


canteen) 


canteen (BRIT) 


caretaker 
(BRIT) 


chalkboard [t{akbord] 


class [klaes] 
classroom [klzesrum] 
desk [desk] 
education [£d sokerf?n] 


EXAMPLES 


see cafeteria 


see janitor 


a big, dark-colored board for 


writing on in a classroom 


1a group of students who learn at 
school together 
2atime when you learn 


something at school 


a room in a school where lessons 


take place 


a table that you sit at to write or 


work 


teaching and learning; 
secondary/elementary education; 
higher/continuing education; 


sex/health education 


We have an assembly on Tuesday and Friday mornings. 


He spent six months in a class with younger students. 


Classes start at 9 o'clock. 


We do lots of reading in class. 


elementary 


school 


essay 


exam 


examination 


exercise 


grade 


gym 


holiday (BRIT) 


homework 


[elmmentori skul, a school for children between the 


-tri] 


[eser] 


[1gzaem | 


[rgzaemImer[?n] 


[eksorsaiz | 


[greid] 


[dzim] 


[hoomwark] 


ages of five and 11 (In British 


English, use primary school) 


a short piece of writing on a 


subject; write an essay 


a formal test that you take to show 
your knowledge of a subject; 
take/sit an exam; pass/fail an exam; 


exam results 
[rormaL] exam 


an activity that you do in order to 
practice a skill; a writing exercise; 


an exercise book 


1 the mark that a teacher gives 
you to show how good your work 
is (In British English, use mark) 

2 a group of classes taken by 


children who are of a similar age 


a large room with equipment for 


doing physical exercises 
see vacation 


school work that teachers give to 
students to do at home in the 


evening or during the weekend; do 


your homework 


janitor [d 5aenitor] someone who looks after a school 
building and the area around it; a 
school janitor (In British English, use 


caretaker) 


lesson [lesen] a time when you learn about a 


particular subject; a history lesson 


lunchbox [lantfbpks] a small container for taking lunch 
to school 
mark [mark] a number or letter on a student's 


work to show how good it is 


mistake [mrsterk] something that is not correct 


EXAMPLES 


She always got the highest grades. 
He stayed there until the fifth grade, when he was about eleven. 


I have homework every day. 


Tony made three spelling mistakes in this essay. 


packed lunch see box lunch 
(BRIT) 
PE [pi i] short for “physical education:" a 


class in which students do physical 


exercises or sports 


period 


playground 


preschool 


primary school 


(BRIT) 


principal 


private school 


public school 


pupil 


recess 


[preried] 


[plergraund] 


[priskul] 


[prinsipel] 


[prarvit skul] 


[pablik skul] 


[pyupil] 


[rises, rises] 


one of the parts of the school day 
when lessons take place; a free 


period 


a piece of land where children can 
play at school; the school 
playground 


a school for children between the 


ages of two and five or six 


see elementary school 


a teacher who is in charge of a 


public school 


a school that parents have to pay 


for their children to go to 


1 in the USA, Australia, and some 
other countries, a school that 
usually provides free education 

2 in the UK, a private school that 
provides secondary education 


which parents have to pay for 


one of the children who go to a 


school 


a period of time between classes at 


school when students can play or 


eat (In British English, use break) 


register (BRIT) see attendance 


result [rizalt] facts such as a score that you get 
at the end of a competition or a 


test; test results 


schedule [skedzul, -ual] a list that shows the times in the 
week when particular subjects are 


taught; an exam schedule 


school [skul] a place where people go to learn; a 


school bus; school lunch 


EXAMPLES 


He goes to a private school. 


After the first two lessons, we have recess. 


school rules [skul rulz] a list of things that students must 
do or must not do when they are 


at school; obey school rules 


school uniform [skul yuniform] the special clothes that some 
students wear at school; wear/have 


a school uniform 
schoolchildren [skultfildron] children who go to school 


secondary [sekonderi skul] the same as high school 


school 


semester 


smart board" 


special 


education 


state school 


student 


subject 


teacher 


term 


test 


[simestor ] 


[smart bord] 


[spefel 


edzukerfen] 


[stert skul] 


[student] 


[sabdzikt] 


[titfor] 


[tsrm] 


[test] 


one of the periods of time that a 
school year is divided into; 


this/last semester 


a large electronic board that can 


be used for teaching and learning 


teaching for students who need 


extra help with their studies 


a government school that children 
can attend without having to pay; 


go to a state school 


a person who is studying at a 


school 


an area of knowledge that you 


study in school 


a person whose job is to give 
lessons in a subject at a school; an 
English teacher; a science teacher; a 
elementary/high school school 


teacher 
a semester 


a series of questions that students 


must answer to show how much 


they know about a subject; 


pass/fail a test 


textbook [tekstbuk] a book containing facts about a 


particular subject 


tutor [tutor] someone who gives private lessons 
to one student or a very small 
group of students; a private tutor; 


an English tutor 


EXAMPLES 


The school’s principal will retire at the end of the semester. 


Math is my favorite subject. 


vacation [vetkerfen] the time when children do not 
have to go to school; summer 
vacation (In British English, use 
holiday) 


whiteboard [waitbord] a shiny, white board that teachers 
draw or write on, using special 


pens 


VERBS 


ask [ask, aesk] to say something in the form of a 


question; ask a question 


answer 


bully 


cheat 


correct 


expel 


fail 


grade 


learn 


let out 


mark 


[aensor] 


[buli] 


[tfit] 


[kərekt] 


[ikspel] 


[ferl] 


[grerd] 


[Isrn] 


[mark] 


to write or say what you think is 
the correct answer to a question; 


answer a question 


to use your strength or power to 


frighten other people 


to do something that is not honest 
or fair, often because you want to 


get something 


to look at a piece of writing and 
mark the mistakes in it; correct 


students’ work; correct mistakes 


to officially tell a student to leave 


a school permanently 


not to pass an exam or a test; fail 


an exam 


to judge the quality of a test or 
essay using with a letter or 


number; grade a student’s paper 


to get knowledge or a skill by 
studying 


to start summer vacation 


to write a number or letter on a 


student’s work to show how good 


it is; mark an essay 


pass [pes] to succeed in an exam; pass an 
exam 
punish [pani] to make someone suffer in some 


way because they have done 


something wrong 


EXAMPLES 


I think they were bullied in school. 


Students sometimes cheated in order to get into top schools. 


She was expelled for cheating on an exam. 


The schools let out this weekend. 


put up your to raise your hand in the air in 
hand order to show that you want to 


answer a question 


read [rid] to look at written words and 
understand them; learn to read and 
write 

repeat [rrpit] to say or write the same thing that 


someone else has said or written 


review [rivyu] to study something again in order 
to prepare for an exam (In British 


English, use revise) 


revise (BRIT) 


study [stAdi] 
teach [tit] 
write [rait] 
ADJECTIVES 

absent [d bsent] 
correct [korekt] 
difficult [difikalt, -kolt] 
easy [izi] 
present [prezent] 
ADVERB 

off by heart 


see review 


to spend time learning about a 


particular subject; study history 


to give lessons in a subject at a 


school 


to use a pen or a pencil to produce 


words, letters, or numbers 


not at school 
right or true; a correct answer 


requiring a lot of effort; a difficult 


question 
not difficult; an easy task 


at school; be present 


using only your memory 


EXAMPLES 


I have to review for my math exam. 


Christine teaches biology at Piper High. 


“Was he at school yesterday?” — “No, he was absent.” 


She's learnt the whole speech off by heart. 


NOUNS 


acid 


astronaut 


astronomy 


atom 


axis (pL) axes 


botany 


science 


[sid] 


[zstronot] 


[astrpnomi | 


[atom] 


[eksis] [æksiz] 


[bptoni] 


a chemical, usually a liquid, that 
can burn your skin and cause 
damage to other substances; citric 


acid 


a person who is trained to travel 


in space 


the scientific study of the stars, 
planets, and other natural objects 


in space 


the very smallest part of a 


substance 


1 an imaginary line through the 
middle of something; the Earth's 
axis 

2 one of the two lines of a graph 
on which you mark points to show 
amounts; the vertical/horizontal 
axis 


the scientific study of plants 


cell 


charge 


chemical 


chemist 


chemistry 


circuit 


compound 


current 


electricity 


[sel] 


[tfard:] 


[kemikel] 


[kemist] 


[kemistri] 


[ssrkit] 


[kompaund] 


[karont] 


[ilektrisiti, ilek-] 


the smallest part of an animal or 


plant; brain cells 


the amount or type of electrical 
force that something has; an 


electrical charge 


a substance that is used in a 
chemical process or made by a 


chemical process 
a scientist who studies chemistry 


the science of the structure of 
gases, liquids, and solids, and how 


they change 


a complete path that electricity 
can flow around; an electrical 


circuit 


a substance that is made from two 
or more elements, for example, 


carbon dioxide 


a steady flow of water, air, or 


energy 


energy that is used for producing 
heat and light, and to provide 


power for machines 


element [elrmont] a basic chemical substance such as 


gold, oxygen, or carbon 


energy [enord3i] the power from electricity or the 
sun, for example, that makes 


machines work or provides heat 


EXAMPLES 


The device converts energy from the sun into electrical energy. 


evolution [ivolufen, ev-] a process in which animals or 
plants slowly change over many 


years 


experiment [ikspermmont] a scientific test that you do in 
order to discover what happens to 


something; conduct an experiment 


force [fors] the pulling or pushing effect that 
one thing has on another; the 


Earth's gravitational force 


formula (»:) [formyola] 1 a group of letters, numbers, or 
formulas, [formyeli] other symbols that represents a 
formulae scientific rule 


2 a description of the chemical 


elements that a substance contains 


fuse 


gene 


genetics 


gravity 


hormone 


laboratory 


lens 


magnet 


[fyuz] 


[dzin] 


[dzinetiks] 


[greeviti] 


[hormoun] 


[laebrotori] 


[lenz] 


[maegnit | 


a small wire in a piece of electrical 
equipment that stops it from 
working when too much electricity 


passes through it 


the part of a cell that controls a 
person's, an animal's, or a plant's 
physical characteristics, growth, 


and development 


the study of how qualities are 


passed on from parents to children 


the force that makes things fall to 
the ground 


a chemical substance in your body 
that affects the way your body 


works 


a building or a room where 


scientific work is done 


a thin, curved piece of glass or 
plastic used in things such as 
cameras and glasses. A lens makes 
things look larger, smaller, or 


clearer. 


a piece of special metal that 


attracts iron or steel towards it 


EXAMPLES 


He developed a mathematical formula describing the distances of the planets from the Sun. 


The Earth's gravity pulls the oceans in daily tides. 


microscope 


molecule 


organism 


physics 


power 


radar 


science 


scientist 


spacecraft 


specimen 


[markroskoup] 


[mplikyul] 


[orgonizem | 


[frziks] 


[pauer] 


[reidar] 


[sarons] 


[sarontist ] 


[sperskraeft | 


[spesmmm] 


a scientific instrument that makes 


very small objects look bigger 


the smallest amount of a chemical 


substance that can exist by itself 
a living thing 


the scientific study of things such 


as heat, light and sound 


energy that can be used for 
making electricity or for making 


machines work 


a way of discovering the position 
of objects when they cannot be 


seen, by using radio signals 
the study of natural things 


someone whose job is to teach or 


do research in science 
a vehicle that can travel in space 


an example or a small amount of 


something; examine a specimen 


test tube [test tub] a small tube-shaped container 
made from glass. Test tubes are 


used in laboratories. 


theory [Orri] an idea or a set of ideas that tries 


to explain something 


volt [voult] a unit used for measuring 


electricity; a 12-volt battery 


watt [wot] a unit for measuring electrical 


power; a 60-watt light bulb 


VERBS 
dilute [dailut] to add water to another liquid 
dissect [disekt, dar-] to cut open a dead body in order 


to examine it 


EXAMPLES 


The system creates enough power to run four lights. 


The mystery objects showed up on the plane’s radar. 


Albert Einstein developed the Theory of Relativity. 


Dilute the fruit juice thoroughly. 


dissolve [dizplv] to become completely mixed with 


a liquid 


evaporate 


evolve 


measure 


test 


ADJECTIVES 


atomic 


chemical 


electric 


nuclear 


scientific 


[1veeporeit] 


[rvplv] 


[mezor] 


[test] 


[atpmik] 


[kemikel] 


[ilektrik] 


[nuklior] 


[sarontifik] 


to change from a liquid into a gas 


to gradually develop over a period 


of time into something different 
to find out the size of something 


to use something to find out what 
condition it is in, or how well it 


works 


relating to atoms or to power that 


is produced by splitting atoms 


relating to chemistry or chemicals; 


a chemical reaction 


1 working using electricity; an 
electric car 
2 carrying electricity; electric 


cables 


relating to the energy that is 
released when the central parts of 
atoms are split or combined; a 


nuclear power station 


relating to science; a scientific 


experiment 


EXAMPLES 


Boil the water and sugar until the sugar has dissolved completely. 


Water evaporates from the oceans into the atmosphere. 


Humans have evolved with the power to hold things. 


He spends a lot of time conducting scientific research. 


NOUNS 


baker's 


barcode 


bargain 


bookshop 
(BRIT) 


bookstore 


boutique 


business hours 
butcher's 
candy store 


carrier bag 
(BRIT) 


cash 


shopping 


[berkorz] 


[barkoud] 


[bargin] 


[bokstor] 


[butik] 


[biznis avorz]| 
[botforz] 


[kaendi stor] 


[kaef] 


a store where bread and cakes are 
sold 


a set of lines on a product that tell 


the computer its price 


something that is sold at a lower 


price than usual 


see bookstore 


a store where books are sold (In 
British English, use bookshop) 


a small store that sells fashionable 


clothes, shoes, or jewelry 

the hours that a store is open 
a store where meat is sold 

a store where candy is sold 


see shopping bag 


coins and bills, rather than a check 


or bank card 


catalog [kaetelpg] a list of things you can buy from a 


particular company 


change [tfemd:] the money that you get back when 
you pay with more money than 


something costs 
checkout [tfekaut] the place in a store where you pay 


check [tf£k] a printed piece of paper from a 
bank that you write an amount of 
money on and use to pay for 
things; pay by check (In British 
English, use cheque) 


chemist's see pharmacy 
(BRIT) 
cheque (BRIT) see check 


clothing store — [klooóry stor] a store where you can buy clothes 


EXAMPLES 


I got these cakes from the baker's this morning. 
If you go early, you could get a real bargain. 


Contact them during their business hours. 


I’m afraid we only accept cash. 


Here's your change. 


complaint 


credit card 


customer 


department 


department 
store 
discount 


fishmonger's 


florists 


gift shop 


goods 


greengrocer's 


[kemplernt] 


[kredit kard] 


[kAstomor] 


[dipartmont] 


[drpartmont 


stor] 


[diskaunt] 
[frmAggerz, - 
mnpp-] 
[florists] 


[gift fop] 


[gudz] 


[gringrousoarz | 


when you say that you are not 
satisfied with the service or 


products you have received 


a plastic card that you use to buy 
goods now and pay for them later; 


pay by credit card 


someone who buys something 


from a store or a website 


one of the sections in a 
department store; the toy 
department 


a large store that sells many 


different types of goods 


a reduction in the usual price of 


something 


a store where fish is sold (mainly 
BRIT) 


a store where flowers are sold 


a store that sells things that people 


give as presents 


things that you can buy or sell; 


electrical goods 


a store where fruit and vegetables 


grocery store 


jeweler's 


jeweller's 
(BRIT) 


line 


mail order 


market 


EXAMPLES 


[grousori stor, 


grousri] 


[dzuslorz] 


[lam] 


[mel ordor] 


[markit] 


I want to make a complaint. 


are sold (mainly BRIT) 


a store that sells food and other 


things that you need at home 


a store where jewelry is sold (In 


British English, use jeweller's) 


see jeweler's 


a line of people who are waiting 
for something; wait in a line (In 


British English, use queue) 


a system in which you choose 
goods from a catalog and they are 


sent to you in the mail 


a place where people buy and sell 


goods on tables; a farmers’ market 


newsagent's 
(BRIT) 


newsstand 


[nuzstaend] 


see newsstand 


a place where newspapers and 


magazines are sold (In British 


online store 


pharmacy 


price 


queue (BRIT) 


receipt 


refund 


sale 


sales clerk 


shoe store 


shop (BRIT) 


shop assistant 
(BRIT) 


[pnlarn stor] 


[farmosi] 


[prais] 


[risit] 


[rifand] 


[seil] 


[serlz klsrk] 


[fu stor] 


English, use newsagent's) 


a website with photos and details 


of goods that customers can buy 


a store that sells medicines and 
beauty products (In British English, 


use chemist's) 


the amount of money that you 
have to pay when you buy 


something 
see line 


a piece of paper that shows that 


you have paid for something 


money that is given back to you 


when you return goods to a store 


an occasion when a store sells 


things at a lower price than usual 


someone whose job is to deal with 
customers in a store (In British 


English, use shop assistant) 
a store where shoes are sold 
see store 


see sales clerk 


shopping [fopm] the activity of going to stores to 
buy things; go shopping; do the 
shopping 


shopping bag [fop beg] a large bag that is used for 
carrying things that you have 
bought (In British English, use 


carrier bag) 


shopping cart [fop kart] a wire or plastic basket on wheels 
in which you put all the things 
that you want to buy ina 
particular store (In British English, 
use shopping trolley) 


EXAMPLES 


The price of bread went up by 20 percent last year. 
Please make sure you keep your receipt. 


Pd like a refund. 


I bought these jeans in the sale. 


shopping [{ppin sentor] an area in a town where there are 

center a lot of stores 

shopping list [fopin list] a list of all the things that you 
want to buy 

shopping see shopping cart 


trolley (BRIT) 


size [saiz] how big or small something is 


special offer [spefel »for] a low price that is offered by a 


store for a period of time 


stationer's [sterfonors] a store where you can buy things 
for writing such as paper, pens, 


and pencils 


store [stor] a place where you buy things (In 
British English, use shop) 


supermarket [supormarkit] a large store that sells food and 


other products for the home 


till [til] a machine that holds money in a 
store 

toy store [tor stor] a store where toys are sold 

window [windou fop] the activity of looking in stores 

shopping without buying anything 

VERBS 

browse [brauz] to look at things in a store, 


without buying anything 


buy [bar] to get something by paying money 
for it 
close [klouz] when a store closes, it stops being 


open, so that people cannot go in 


and buy things 
cost [kost] to have as a price 


open [oupen] when a store opens, people can go 


in and buy things 


pay [per] to give someone an amount of 
money for something that you are 
buying 

return [rit3rn] to bring back something you 


bought because you do not want it 


any more 


EXAMPLES 


Do you have this in a smaller size? 
How much does it cost? 


Can I pay with this card? 


You may return any goods within 14 days. 


sell [sel] to have something available for 


people to buy 


spend [spend] to use money to buy things 
try something to put a piece of clothing on in 
on order to see if it fits 


ADJECTIVES 


cheap 


closed 


expensive 


in stock 


on sale 


open 


out of stock 


reduced 


secondhand 


PHRASES 


[tfip] 


[klouzd] 


[ikspensiv] 


[in stok] 


[pn serl] 


[oupen] 


[aut ov stpk] 


[ridust] 


[sekondhend] 


1 costing little money or less than 
you expected 
2 costing less money than similar 


products but often of bad quality 


a store that is closed is not open, 
so people cannot go in and buy 


things 
costing a lot of money 


available for customers to buy in a 


store 


1 available for people to buy 
2 available to buy at a lower price 


than usual 


when a store is open, people can 
go in and buy things 
no longer available for customers 


to buy 


at a lower price than usual; a 


reduced price 


already used by another person; 


not new; a secondhand car 


*Anything used by a sales assistant to ask if 
else?" there are any other things you 


would like to buy 


*Just looking." used for telling a sales assistant 


that you do not need any help 


EXAMPLES 


Do you sell stamps? 


Can I try this on? 


Fd like something cheaper. 


It's too expensive. 


I’m afraid we don't have your size in stock. 


society and politics 


NOUNS 

ambassador [æmbæsədər] an important official person who 
lives in a foreign country and 
represents his or her own country 
there; the American ambassador in 
Berlin 

army [armi] a large group of soldiers who are 


trained to fight battles on land 


asylum seeker [əsarləm sikor] someone who asks the government 
of a foreign country if they can 
live there, because they are in 


danger in their own country 


capitalism [keepitelizom | an economic and political system 
in which property, business, and 


industry are privately owned 


capitalist [keepitelist] someone who supports the ideas of 
capitalism 
caste [keest] one of the social classes into 


which people in a Hindu society 


are divided 


ceasefire 


citizen 


civilian 


civil war 


class 


communism 


communist 


EXAMPLES 


[sisfarar] 


[sitiz°n ] 


[srvilyon] 


[sivel wor] 


[klæs] 


[komyənızəm] 


[komyənıst] 


an agreement to stop fighting for a 


period of time; declare a ceasefire 


1 a person who legally belongs to 
a particular country 
2 a person who lives in a town or 


a city 


a person who is not a member of 


the armed forces 


a war that is fought between 
different groups of people living in 


the same country 


a group of people with the same 
economic and social position in a 


society 


an economic and political system 
in which property, business, and 


industry are owned by the state 


someone who supports the ideas of 


communism 


Prince Charlie’s army marched on Edinburgh in 1745. 


The number of asylum seekers entering the U.S. fell last month. 


Ten civilians died in the attack. 


community 


council 


country 


culture 


democracy 


dictator 


election 


embassy 


[komyuniti] 


[kaonsel] 


[kAntri] 


[kAltfor] 


[dmmpkrsesi] 


[diktertor] 


[ilekfen] 


[emboasi] 


a group of people who are similar 
in some way, or have similar 


interests; the Muslim community 


a group of people who are chosen 
to control a particular area; the 


local council 


an area of the world with its own 


government and people 


the way of life, the traditions, and 
beliefs of a particular group of 


people 


a system of government in which 
people choose their leaders by 


voting for them in elections 


a ruler who uses force to keep 


power in a country 


a process in which people vote in 
order to choose a person who will 
hold an official position; a 


presidential election 


1 a group of officials, headed by 
an ambassador, who represent 
their government in a foreign 


country 


2 the building in which these 


people work 
emperor [emperor] a man who rules an empire 


empire [£mparer] several separate nations that are 
all controlled by the ruler of one 


particular country 


globalization — [gloobolierjen] the idea that the world is 
developing a single economy as a 
result of modern technology and 


communications 


government [gavornmoent] the group of people who control 
and organize a country, a state, or 


a city 


human rights [hyumonraits] the rights that all people in a 


society should have 


immigrant [imigront] a person who comes to live in a 


country from another country 


EXAMPLES 


The embassy has confirmed the report. 


A police officer was guarding the embassy. 


The country has a poor human rights record. 


independence _ [indipendons] a situation in which one country is 


king 


kingdom 


the middle 


class 


monarchy 


MP 


nation 


nationality 


[kin] 


[kindom] 


[6a mide] kles] 


[mpnerki] 


[em pi] 


[nerf?n] 


[nefoneliti] 


not controlled by another country 


a man from a royal family, who is 


the head of state of that country 


a country that is ruled by a king or 


a queen 


the people in a society who are 
well educated, and who have 
professional jobs, for example, 


teachers, doctors, and lawyers 


a system in which a country has a 


king or a queen 


short for “Member of Parliament:” 
in Britain, a person in the 
government who has been elected 
to represent the people from a 


particular area 


an individual country, its people, 
and its social and political 


structures 


1 the state of being a legal citizen 
of a particular country; Polish 
nationality 

2 a group of people who have the 


same race, culture, or language 


parliament 


party 


peace 


politics 


population 


president 


EXAMPLES 


[parlement] 


[parti] 


[pis] 


[pplitiks] 


[pppyelerf?n] 


[prezidont] 


the group of people who make or 


change the laws of some countries 


a political organization whose 
members have similar aims and 


beliefs; the Republican Party 


a situation where there is not a 


War 


the activities and ideas that are 


concerned with government 


all the people who live in a 


country or an area 


the person who is in charge of a 


country that has no king or queen 


We have several different nationalities in our team. 


NATO forces were sent to Kosovo to keep the peace. 


prime minister [prarm mınıstər] the leader of a government in 


queen 


refugee 


[kwin] 


[refyud3i] 


some countries 


1 a woman from a royal family 
who rules a country 


2 the wife of a king 


a person who has been forced to 


republic 


revolution 


ruler 


slave 


soldier 


state 


territory 


[ripablik] 


[revalufen] 


[rulor] 


[sleiv] 


[sould or] 


[stert] 


[terotori] 


leave their home or their country, 
because it is too dangerous for 


them there 


a country with no king or queen, 
where the people choose their 


government 


an attempt by a group of people to 
change their country's government 


by using force 
the person who rules a country 


a person who belongs to another 
person and who is forced to work 


for them without being paid 
a member of an army 


1 a country, especially when it is 
considered politically; EU member 
states 

2asmaller area that some large 
countries such as the United States 
are divided into; the state of 
Michigan 

3 the government of a country; a 


state-owned bank 


all the land that a particular 


terrorism [terorrzzom] 


terrorist [terorist | 
the upper class [ði apor klaes] 
[vplontior] 


volunteer 


war [wor] 


EXAMPLES 


In 1818, Argentina was at war with Spain. 


country owns 


the use of violence to force a 


government to do something 


a person who uses violence to 


achieve political aims 


the people in a society who have 


the highest position in society 


someone who works without being 


paid 


a period of fighting between 


countries or groups 


the working [óo warkin kles] 


class 


VERBS 


assassinate [osaesinert] 


break out 


the people in a society who are 
less educated, and who have less 


money than other people 


to murder someone for political 


reasons 


when war breaks out, it begins 


conquer 


elect 


govern 


invade 
reign 
volunteer 


vote 


ADJECTIVES 


armed 


capitalist 


communist 


democratic 


[kpgker] 


[lekt] 


[gavərn] 


[inveid] 
[rem] 
[vplontior] 


[vout] 


[armd] 


[kaepit?lrst] 


[kpmyonist] 


[demokretik] 


to take complete control of the 
land of another country or group 


of people 


to choose a person to do a 
particular job by voting for them; 


elect a president 


to officially control and organize a 


country 

to attack and enter a country 

to rule a country as king or queen 
to work without being paid 


to show your choice officially in 


an election; vote in an election 


carrying a weapon, usually a gun; 
armed forces 

relating to or supporting 
capitalism 

relating to or supporting 


communism 


1 having or relating to a political 


system in which the leaders are 


elected by the people they govern; 
democratic elections 

2 based on the idea that everyone 
has equal rights and should be 
involved in making important 


decisions; a democratic decision 


global [gloubel] relating to the whole world; the 


global economy 


international — [mtornejon?l]] involving different countries 


EXAMPLES 


The president was assassinated, and the army took over. 


Victoria reigned for over 60 years. 


local [loukel] in or relating to the area where 
you live 
national [nzefonel] 1 relating to the whole of a 


country or nation; a national 
newspaper 

2 typical of the people or 
traditions of a particular country 


or nation; a national pastime 


patriotic [peitriptik] feeling love and loyalty towards 


your country 


public [pablik] 


social [soufsl] 
socialist [soufolist] 
voluntary [vplonteri] 
IDIOMS 


the grass roots 


win by a 
landslide 


1 relating to all the people in a 
country or a community; public 
opinion 

2 for everyone to use; a public 


swimming pool 
relating to society 
relating to socialism 


voluntary work is done by people 


who are not paid 


the ordinary people in a society, 


rather than the leaders 


to win an election by a very large 


number of votes 


NOUN 


sport [sport] 


TYPES OF SPORTS 


aerobics [soroubiks] 
American 

football (BRIT) 

badminton [bedminton] 
baseball [bersbol] 


sports 


a game or other activity that needs 


physical effort and skill 


a form of exercise that makes your 
heart and lungs stronger; do 


aerobics 


see football 


a game in which two or four 
players stand on either side of a 
high net and get points by hitting 
a small object (called a shuttlecock 
or birdie) across it using a racket; 


play badminton 


a game in which two teams of nine 
players get points by hitting a ball 
with a bat and running around 
four bases in a large field; play 
baseball 


basketball [baskitbol, baes-] a game in which two teams of five 
players each try to throw a large 
ball through a round net hanging 
from a high metal ring; play 
basketball 


boxing [bpksr] a sport in which two people fight 


following special rules 


cricket [krikit] a game played by two teams who 
try to score points by hitting a ball 


with a wooden bat; play cricket 


darts [darts] a game in which you throw darts 
(— small pointed objects) at a 
round board that has numbers on 


it; play darts 


football [fotbol] 1a game in which two teams of 
eleven players try to get an oval 
(— egg-shaped) ball to their 
opponents' end of the field; play 
football (In British English, use 
American football) 
2 (BRIT) see soccer 


EXAMPLES 


What's your favorite sport? 


Terry was the captain of Chelsea Football Club. 


golf 


gymnastics 


hockey 


horseback 


riding 


horse racing 


horse-riding 
(BRIT) 


ice skating 


jogging 


[golf] 


[d5imnastiks] 


[hoki] 


[horsbeek raidin] 


[hors retsin] 


[ars skertin] 


[d30g19] 


a game in which you use long 
sticks (called golf clubs) to hit a 
small, hard ball into a hole in the 


ground; play golf 


a sport that consists of physical 
exercises that develop your 
strength and your ability to move 


easily; do gymnastics 


a sport in which two teams of 
eleven players use long curved 
sticks to hit a small hard ball; play 
hockey 


the sport of riding on a horse; go 
horseback riding (In British English, 


use horse-riding) 


a sport in which riders (called 
jockeys) race against each other 


on horses 


see horseback riding 


the sport of moving around on ice 


wearing ice skates; go ice skating 


the sport of running slowly; go 


jogging 


judo 


karate 


rugby 


skiing 


snooker 


soccer 


squash 


[dzudou] 


[kərati] 


[ragbi] 


[skim] 


[snukor] 


[spkor] 


[skwpf] 


a sport in which two people try to 
throw each other to the ground; do 


judo 


a Japanese sport in which people 
fight using their hands, feet, and 


legs; do karate 


a game in which two teams try to 
get a ball past a line at the end of 
the field; play rugby 


the sport of traveling over snow 


on skis; go skiing 


a game that is played on a special 
table. Players use a long stick to 
hit a white ball so that it knocks 
colored balls into holes around the 
edge of the table; play snooker 
(mainly BRIT) 


a game in which two teams of 
eleven players try to win points by 
kicking the ball into an area at 
their opponent's end of the field 
(In British English, use football) 


a game in which two players hit a 
small rubber ball against the walls 


of a court; play squash 


swimming 


tennis 


volleyball 


windsurfing 


PEOPLE 


athlete 


captain 


champion 


coach 


[swimin] 


[tenis] 


[vplibol] 


[windssrfin] 


[xOlit] 


[keeptin] 


[tfaempren] 


[koutf] 


the sport of moving through water 
using your arms and legs; go 


swimming 


a game for two or four players, 
who use rackets ( — special bats) 
to hit a ball across a net between 


them; a game of tennis; play tennis 


a game in which two teams hit a 
large ball over a high net with 


their arms or hands; play volleyball 


a sport in which you move across 
water on a long narrow board 


with a sail on it; go windsurfing 


someone who is good at physical 
sports, exercise, or games, 


especially in competitions 
the leader of a sports team 


the winner of a sports competition 


or game; the world champion 


someone who is in charge of 


teaching a person or a sports team 


fan 


opponent 


player 


referee 


spectator 


team 


umpire 


EXAMPLES 


[fzen] 


[apounont] 


[plerer] 


[refort] 


[spsktertor] 


[tim] 


[Amparr] 


She praised her opponent's ability. 


She was a good golfer and tennis player. 


The referee blew his whistle to end the game. 


The umpire's decision is final. 


someone who likes a particular 
sport, team, or player very much; 
football fans 


the person who is against you in a 


sports competition 


a person who takes part in a sport 


or game 


the person who makes sure that 
players do not break the rules in a 


match 


someone who is watching a sports 


event 


a group of people who play a sport 


against other groups of people 


someone who watches a game 
such as tennis or baseball to make 
sure that the players do not break 


the rules 


winner [winor] 


PLACES 


boxing ring [boksy rin] 


court [kort] 

golf course [golf kors] 
gymnasium [d5rmnerzrom] 
ice rink [ars rink] 
pitch [pitj] 
racetrack [reistreek] 
stadium [sterdrom] 


swimming pool [swimin pul] 


the person who wins a prize, a 


race, or a competition 


a square area with ropes around it, 


where boxing matches take place 


an area for playing a game such as 


tennis or basketball; a tennis court 


an area of land where people play 


golf 


a room or hall with equipment for 


doing physical exercise 


an area of ice that people can 


skate on 


an area of ground that is used for 
playing a game such as football; a 
football pitch 


a track that is used for races 


a large sports field with rows of 
seats all around it; a football 


stadium 


a place that has been built for 


people to swim in 


EQUIPMENT AND CLOTHING 


ball 


basket 


bat 


golf club 


net 


racket 


[bal] 


[baskit, bzes-] 


[beet] 


[golf klab] 


[net] 


[reekit] 


a round object that you kick, 
throw, or hit in some sports and 


games 


the net that you throw the ball 
through in basketball 


a long piece of wood that is used 
for hitting the ball in games such 
as baseball or cricket; a 
baseball/cricket bat 


a long, thin, metal stick that you 
use to hit the ball in golf 


1 in tennis, and some other sports, 
the piece of material across the 
center of the court that the ball 
has to go over 

2 in soccer, the material that is 
attached to the back of the goal 

3 in basketball, the loose material 


that hangs from the ring 


a thing with a long handle and a 
round part with strings stretched 


across it, used for hitting the ball 


skis 


COMPETITIONS 


championship 


competition 


final 


foul 


game 


goal 


[skiz] 


[tfaempren[rp] 


[kpmpitifen] 


[farnel] 


[faul] 


[germ] 


[goul] 


in some games; a tennis/badminton 


racket 


long, flat, narrow pieces of wood, 
metal, or plastic that you fasten to 
your boots so that you can move 


easily over snow 


a competition to find the best 
player or team in a particular 


sport or game 


an event in which people try to 
show that they are best at an 


activity 


the last game or race in a series, 
that decides who is the winner; 
play in the final 

an action that breaks the rules of a 


particular sport 


1 an activity or a sport in which 
you try to win; a game of tennis 
2 one particular occasion when 


you play a game 


1 the place, in games such as 


soccer, where the players try to 
put the ball in order to win a point 
for their team 

2 a point that is scored when the 
ball goes into the goal in games 


such as soccer 


halftime [haeftarm] the short period between the two 
parts of a game when the players 


can rest 


match [maet] a sports game between two people 


or teams; a tennis match 


medal [medal] a piece of metal that is give to the 
person who wins a race or 
competition; a gold/silver/bronze 


medal 


EXAMPLES 


She’s competing in the women’s basketball championship this month. 
Football is such a great game. 


Liverpool is in the lead by 2 goals to 1. 


Washington led 44-32 at halftime. 


point [point] a mark that you win in a game or 


a sport 


race [rers] a competition to see who is the 


score 


tie 


tournament 


the World Cup 


VERBS 


beat 


catch 


defend 


draw 


[skor] 


[tar] 


[toornoment, tsr- 


] 


[da warld kap] 


[bit] 


[keetf] 


[difend] 


[dra] 


fastest 
the result of a game 


an occasion when both teams have 
the same number of points at the 


end of a game 


a sports competition in which each 
player who wins a game plays 
another game, until just one 
person or team (the winner) 


remains 


an international soccer 
tournament that is held every four 


years in a different country 


to defeat someone in a race or 


competition 


to take and hold a ball that is 


moving through the air 


to try to stop the other team from 


getting points 


to finish a game with the same 
number of points as the other 


player or team 


hit [hit] to bat a ball with a lot of force 


jump [d5Amp] to bend your knees, push against 
the ground with your feet, and 


move quickly upwards into the air 


kick [kik] to hit a ball with your foot 

lose [luz] to not win a game 

miss [mrs] to not manage to hit or catch 
something 

practice [preektis] to do a sport regularly in order to 


do it better (In British English, use 


pratise) 
practise (BRIT) see practice 
run [ran] to move very quickly on your legs 


EXAMPLES 


What's the score? 


Switzerland beat the United States two-one. 


England drew with Ireland in the first game. 


save [serv] to stop the ball from going into 
the goal in a sports game; save a 


goal 


score [skor] to get a goal or a point in a sports 


serve 


ski 


swim 


throw 


tie 


train 


win 


ADJECTIVES 


in the lead 


professional 


[ssrv] 


[ski] 


[swim] 


[Orou | 


[tar] 


[trem] 


[wm] 


[in da lid] 


[profefanel] 


competition 


to hit the ball to start part of a 


game in a tennis match 


to move Over snow or water on 


skis 


to move through water by making 
movements with your arms and 
legs 

to use your hand to make a ball 


move through the air 


if two teams tie, they have the 
same number of points at the end 


of a game 


to prepare for a sports 


competition; train for a match 


to do better than everyone else in 


a race or a game; win a game 


in front of all the other people in a 


race 


doing a particular activity as a job 


rather than just for pleasure 


TT 


EXAMPLES 


Can you swim? 


Ben Johnson in the lead. Can he hang on? Yes, he's done it! 


NOUNS 


address 


area code 


Blackberry" 


call 


cellphone 


delivery 


telephone, post, and 
communications 


[adres] 


[saris koud] 


[blaekberi] 


[kal] 


[sslfoun] 


[dilivori] 


the number of the building, the 
name of the street, and the town 
where you live or work; name and 


address; mailing address 


the series of numbers that you 
have to dial before a phone 
number if you are making a call 
from a different area (In British 


English, use dialling code) 


a very small device that you can 
use for receiving and sending e- 


mails and making phone calls 


an occasion when you phone 


someone; a phone call 


a phone that you can carry with 
you and use wherever you are (In 


British English, use mobile phone) 


an occasion when someone brings 


letters, packages, or other goods to 


a particular place; mail delivery 


dialling code see area code 

(BRIT) 

directory see information 

enquiries 

(BRIT) 

envelope [envaloup, pn-] the paper cover in which you put 


a letter before you send it to 
someone; a brown envelope; a self- 


addressed envelope 


extension [ikstenfen] a phone that connects to the main 


phone line in a building 


fax [feeks] a copy of a document that you 
send or receive using a fax 


machine; send/receive a fax 


fax machine [feeks mofin] a special machine that you use to 
send and receive documents 


electronically 


EXAMPLES 


What is your address? 


Please allow 28 days for delivery of your order. 


Can I have extension forty-six, please? 


form [form] a piece of paper with questions on 
it and spaces where you should 


write the answers; fill in a form 


information [informerf?n] a service that you can call to find 
out someone's phone number (In 


British English, use directory 


enquiries) 
international X [imtornzejon?l a phone call made between 
call kol] different countries; make an 


international call 


landline [lzendlain] a phone connection that uses 


wires, in contrast to a cellphone 


letter [letor] a message that you write or type 
on paper and send to someone; 


open a letter; write/send a letter 


letterbox (BRIT) see mailbox 
line [lan] a phone connection or wire 
local call [looks] kəl] a phone call to a place that is 


near; make a local call 


mail [meil] 1 the letters and packages that you 
receive (In British English, use post) 
2 the e-mail that you receive; a 


mail server 


mailbox [merlbpks] 
mailman [merlman] 
(»3»)mailmen [meilmen] 
mailwoman [meilwumon | 


(»)mailwomen [meilwimin] 


message [mesid3] 


EXAMPLES 


rll call you later on your landline. 


I received a letter from a friend. 


Suddenly the telephone line went dead. 


There has been no mail in three weeks. 


a hole in a door through which 
mail is delivered, or a box in 
which mail is delivered; put 
something through the mailbox (In 
British English, use letterbox or 
post box) 


a man who collects and delivers 
letters and packages (In British 


English, use postman) 


a woman who collects and delivers 
letters and packages (In British 


English, use postwoman) 


a piece of information that you 
send or give to someone; a phone 
message; a voice message; 
send/receive a message; leave/take a 


message 


She isn't here yet. Do you want to leave a message? 


mobile 


mobile phone 
(mainly BRIT) 


operator 


package 


parcel 


phone 


phone number 


post (BRIT) 


postage 


post box (BRIT) 


postcard 


[moobel] 


[pporeitor] 


[paekid5] 


[parfel] 


[foun] 


[foun namber] 


[poustid3] 


[poustkard] 


same as mobile phone 


see cellphone 


a person who connects phone calls 
in a place such as an office or a 
hotel 


something that is wrapped in 
paper so that it can be sent 


through the mail 
same as package 


a piece of equipment that you use 
to talk to someone else in another 
place; answer the phone; a pay 


phone; Can I use the phone? 


the number of a particular phone, 
that you use when you make a call 


to it 
see mail 


the money that you pay for 


sending post 
see mailbox 


a thin card, often with a picture 


on one side, that you can write on 


and mail to someone without 


using an envelope; send someone a 


postcard 
postcode (BRIT) see zip code 
postman see mailman 
post office [poust ofis] a building where you can buy 


stamps and post letters 
postwoman see mailwoman 


receiver [risivor] the part of a phone that you hold 
near to your ear and speak into; 


pick up/lift the receiver 


reply [rrplar] something that you say or write as 
an answer 
ringtone [rintoun] the sound that your cellphone 


makes when someone calls you 


EXAMPLES 


Two minutes later the phone rang. 


All prices include postage. 


She picked up the receiver and started to dial. 


I dialed her number, but there was no reply. 


S&H [ss ond ertf] short for "shipping and handling:" 


the cost of wrapping an item and 


signature 


SIM card 


stamp 


telephone 


text message 


tourist 
information 


office 


voicemail 


[signotfor, 
tfuər] 


[sım kard] 


[stæmp] 


[telifoun] 


[tekst mesid3] 


[tuarist 
infarmerfen 


ofis] 


[voismetl | 


wrapping paper [repin perper] 


writing paper 


[rartrr perpor] 


sending it in the mail 


your name, written in your own 


special way 


a small piece of electronic 
equipment in a cellphone that 
connects it to a particular phone 


network 


a small piece of paper that you 
stick on an envelope before you 
mail it 

same as phone 


a message that you send using a 
cellphone; send/receive a text 


message 


an office that gives information 


about the local area 


an electronic system that records 
spoken messages; a voicemail 


message 


special paper that you use for 


wrapping presents 


paper for writing letters on 


zip code [zip koud] a series of numbers and letters at 
the end of an address (In British 
English, use postcode) 


VERBS 

answer [znsor] to pick up the phone when it rings 
call [kal] to telephone someone 

call someone to phone someone in return for a 
back call they made to you 


EXAMPLES 


Price $12.95 plus $1.95 S&H. 
They cost $24.95 including S&H. 
She put a stamp on the corner of the envelope. 


She didn’t answer the phone. 


Would you call me as soon as you find out? 


deliver [dilivor] to take something to a particular 
place 
dial [darel] to press the buttons on a phone in 


order to call someone; dial a 


number 
hang up to end a phone call 


hold the line to wait for a short time when you 


mail 


phone 


post (BRIT) 


reply 


send 


sign 


text 


write 


EXAMPLES 


[merl] 


[foun] 


[rrplar] 


[send] 


[sain] 


[tekst] 


[rart] 


are making a phone call 


to send a letter or a package 
somewhere in the mail (In British 


English, use post) 


to contact someone and speak to 
them on the phone; Did anybody 
phone?; I phoned the police. 


see mail 


to write an answer to something 


that someone writes to you 


to make a message or a package 


go to someone 


to write your name on a 
document; sign your name; sign a 


letter 


to send someone a text message on 


a cellphone 


to give someone information, ask 
them something or express your 


feelings in a letter or an e-mail; 


write a letter/an e-mail 


Only 90% of first-class mail is delivered on time. 


Don't hang up on me! 

Could you hold the line, please? 

I mailed a letter to Stanley. 

rm mailing you a check. 

He never replies to my letters. 
Hannah sent me a letter last week. 


Mary texted me when she got home. 


She wrote to her aunt asking for help. 


ADJECTIVES 
busy [brzi] 
dead [ded] 


engaged (BRIT) 


first-class [farst klaes] 


second-class [sskond kles] 


if a phone line is busy, it is already 
being used by someone else; The 
line is busy. 


(In British English, use engaged) 


if a phone line is dead it is no 


longer working 
see busy 


used for describing the fastest and 
most expensive way of sending 
letters; a first- 


class letter 


used for describing the slower and 
cheaper way of sending letters; a 


second-class stamp 


PHRASES 


best wishes used at the end of a letter or e- 
mail, before your name, to 
someone you know who is not a 


very close friend 


love from used at the end of a letter or e- 
mail, before your name, to a friend 


or relative 


sincerely yours used at the end of a formal letter, 
before your name, when you have 
addressed it to someone by their 
name (In British English, use yours 


sincerely) 


yours faithfully used at the end of a formal letter, 
before your name, when you start 
the letter with the words “Dear 


Sir” or “Dear Madam” 


yours sincerely see sincerely yours 
(BRIT) 


EXAMPLES 


We tried to call you back but you were busy. 


I answered the phone and the line went dead. 


television and radio 


NOUNS 


ad [æd] 


advert (BRIT) 
adverts (BRIT) 
aerial (BRIT) 


antenna [æntenə] 


(L)antennae [aenteni] 


antennas 


cable television [kerb?l telrvrz?n] 


cartoon [kartun] 
celebrity [silebriti] 
channel [tfaenel] 


a short film on television or short 
article on the radio that tells you 
about something such as a product 
or an event (In British English, use 


advert) 

see ad 

see commercial break 
see antenna 


a piece of equipment that receives 
television or radio signals (In 


British English, use aerial) 


a television system in which 


signals travel along wires 


a film that uses drawings instead 


of real people or objects 


someone who is famous; a TV 


celebrity; a celebrity guest 


a television station; change 


channels; What channel is it on? 


chat show see talk show 
(BRIT) 
clip [klip] a short piece of a film that is 


shown separately; a video clip 


commercial [komsarfel brerk] a short interruption in a television 
break or radio program when ads are 
shown (In British English, use 


adverts) 


DJ [di der] short for “disc jockey:” someone 
whose job is to play music and 


talk on the radio; a radio DJ 


DVD [di vi di] short for “digital video disk:” a 
disk on which a movie or music is 


recorded; a DVD player 


EXAMPLES 


Have you seen that new ad for Pepsi? 
We don’t have cable TV. 
We watched children’s cartoons on TV. 


There is a huge number of television channels in America. 


They showed a film clip of the Apollo moon landing. 


documentary [dpkyə- mentori, a television program that provides 


-tri] information about a particular 


game show 


host 


media 


news 


prime time 


program 


quiz show 


radio 


[germ fou] 


[houst] 


[midis] 


[nuz] 


[pramm tamm] 
[prougreem, - 
grom] 


[kwiz fou] 


[reidiou] 


subject; a wildlife documentary 


a television program in which 
people compete to win prizes; a 


television game show 


someone who introduces the 
different parts of a television or 
radio program; a TV/radio host; a 


sports host 


television, radio, newspapers, and 


magazines 


information about recent events 
that is reported on the radio or 


television; watch/listen to the news 


the time when most people are 


watching television; prime-time TV 


a television or radio show; a 


television/radio program 


a television or radio program in 


which people compete in a quiz 


a piece of equipment that you use 
in order to listen to radio 
programs; listen to the radio; on the 
radio; FM/digital radio 


reality TV [rizeliti ti vi] a type of television that aims to 
show how ordinary people behave 


in everyday life 


remote control [rimmoot the device that you use to control 
kontroul] a television or video recorder from 
a distance 
satellite [seetelait] a piece of electronic equipment 


that is sent into space in order to 
receive and send back 
information; satellite 


television/radio; a satellite dish 


EXAMPLES 


Did you see that documentary on TV last night? 
A lot of people in the media have asked me that question. 


Here are some of the top stories in the news. 


He wants to watch his favorite TV program. 


She reached for the remote control to turn on the news. 


screen [skrin] a flat surface on a television, 
where you see pictures or words; a 


TV screen 


series (rL) series [sioriz] a set of radio or television 


programs 


set [set] a piece of equipment that receives 


sitcom 


soap opera 


station 


subtitles 


talk show 


television 


[sitkom] 


[soup Dpere, 


ppro]| 


[sterf?n] 


[sabtartelz ] 


[tok fou] 


[telrvrz?n, -vrs-] 


television or radio signals; a TV set 


short for “situation comedy:” a 
series in which a set of characters 
is involved in various amusing 


situations; a TV sitcom 


a television drama serial about the 


daily lives of a group of people 


a company that broadcasts 
programs on radio or television; a 


local radio station 


the translation of the words of a 
foreign film or television program 
that is shown at the bottom of the 


picture 


a television or radio show in 
which an interviewer talks to 
guests in a friendly informal way 
about different topics 

(In British English, use chat show) 


1 a piece of electrical equipment 
with a screen on which you watch 
moving pictures with sound; We 
bought a new television. 

2 the moving pictures and sounds 


that you watch and listen to on a 


television; What's on television 


tonight? 
TV [ti vi] iNForMAL] television; watch TV 
video [vidiou] a film that you can watch at home 
volume [vbplyum] how loud or quiet the sound is on 


a television or radio 


EXAMPLES 


The long-running TV series is filmed in Chicago. 


The dialogue is in Spanish, with English subtitles. 


I prefer going to the movies to watching television. 


You can rent a video for $3 and watch it at home. 


He turned the volume up on the radio. 


wavelength [weivlen@] the size of a radio wave that a 
particular radio station uses to 


broadcast its programs 


VERBS 

broadcast [brodkeest] to send out a program so that it 
can be heard on the radio or seen 
on television 

fast-forward [feest forward] to move a video tape forwards 


quickly 


record 


rewind 


switch 


something off 


switch 


something on 


tune 


tune in 


turn something 
off 


turn something 


on 


watch 


[rikord] 


[riwarnd] 


[tun] 


[wptf] 


to put sounds or images onto a 
CD, DVD, tape, or video so that 
they can be heard or seen again 


later 


to wind a movie back to the 


beginning 


to stop electrical equipment from 
working by operating a switch; 


switch off the radio/television 


to make electrical equipment start 
working by operating a switch; 


switch on the radio/television 


to adjust a radio or television so 
that it receives a particular station 


or program 


to listen to a radio program or 


watch a television program 


to make a piece of electrical 
equipment stop working; turn off 


the radio/television 


to make a piece of electrical 
equipment start working; turn on 


the radio/television 


to look at a television for a period 


EXAMPLES 


of time 


She found the station's wavelength on her radio. 


The concert will be broadcast live on television and radio. 


Can you record the movie for me? 


The radio was tuned to NPR. 


They tuned in to watch the game. 


I stayed up late to watch the film. 


ADJECTIVES 


animated 


digital 


on-demand 


ADVERBS 


live 


on the air 


[zdenimertid] 


[did 5it9l] 


[on dimezend] 


[arv] 


[pn ði cor] 


an animated film is one in which 
puppets or drawings appear to 


move 


using information in the form of 


thousands of very small signals 


available whenever needed 


used for describing a television or 
radio program that you watch at 
the same time that it happens; 


watch something live 


on radio or television 


IDIOMS 


channel surfing 


couch potato 


EXAMPLES 


Most people now have digital television. 


a way of watching television in 
which you keep changing from 
one channel to another using a 


remote control 


a person who spends a lot of time 


sitting watching television 


The new video-on-demand service will be available only to those with broadband internet 


connections. 


The show went on the air live at 8 o'clock. 


theater and cinema 


NOUNS 

actor [ektor] someone whose job is acting in 
plays or movies; a famous actor 

actress [ektris] a woman whose job is acting in 
plays or movies 

audience [ədiəns] all the people who are watching or 
listening to a performance or a 
movie; a movie audience 

audition [odifen] a short performance that an actor 
gives so that someone can decide 
if they are good enough to be in a 
play or a movie 

ballet [baeler] a performance of a type of dancing 
that tells a story; go to the ballet 

Bollywood [bpliwod] the Indian film industry; a 
Bollywood movie; a Bollywood actor 

box office [boks ofis] 1 the place in a theater or concert 


hall where the tickets are sold 
2 used to refer to the success of a 


movie or play in terms of the 


number of people who go to see it 


cast [kæst] all the people who act in a play or 
a movie 

character [kaeriktor] one of the people in a story 

cinema (BRIT) see movie theater 

circus [sarkas] a group of people and animals that 


travels around to different places 


and performs shows in a big tent 


comedian [komidion] a person whose job is to make 


people laugh 


comedy [komedi] a play or movie that is intended to 


make people laugh 


EXAMPLES 


She's a really good actress. 

They are holding final auditions for presenters. 
They collected their tickets at the box office. 
The film was a huge success at the box office. 
He plays the main character in the movie. 


I always wanted to work as a clown in a circus. 


The movie is a romantic comedy. 


costume [kostum] a set of clothes that someone 
wears in a performance; the 


costumes and scenery 


curtain [karten] the large piece of material that 
hangs at the front of the stage in a 


theater; the curtain rises/falls 


director [direktor, da-] the person who tells actors what 


to do; a movie director; a theater 


director 

drama [drams, dramo] a serious play or movie 

epic [£pik] a long movie about important 
events 

film (BRIT) see movie 


film producer [fılm preduser] a person whose job is to produce 


plays or movies; a film producer 
film star (BRIT) see movie star 


full house [ful haus] an occasion when there are no 
empty seats in a theater; playing to 


a full house 


Hollywood [hpliwud] the American film industry; 


Hollywood movie stars; a Hollywood 


movie 
horror movie . [horor muvi, a type of movie that is very 
hpr-] frightening 
intermission [intormifen] a short break between two parts of 


a movie, concert, or show; during 


the intermission (In British English, 


use interval) 
interval (BRIT) see intermission 


makeup [merkAp] the creams and powders that 
actors put on their faces to change 
their appearance; wear/apply 
makeup; a makeup artist; costumes 


and makeup 


matinee [maet?ner] a performance of a play or a 
showing of a movie in the 


afternoon; a matinee performance 


movie [muvi] a story that is told using moving 
pictures on the television or at a 
movie theater; to make/direct a 
movie; to watch a movie (In British 


English, use film) 


EXAMPLES 


I'm going to see a movie tonight. 


I rarely went to the movies. 


the movies [da muviz] same as movie theater; go to the 


movies 


movie star [muvi star] a famous actor or actress who 


movie theater 


multiplex 


musical 


opera 


Oscar" 


part 


performance 


play 


[muvi Oiotor] 


[maltipleks 


[myuzikel] 


[ppera, pprə] 


[bskor] 


[part] 


[performons] 


[pler] 


appears in movies (In British 


English, use film star) 


a building where people go to 
watch movies (In British English, 


use cinema) 


a movie theater with several 
screens; 


cinema sinimo] a multiplex cinema 


a play or a movie that uses singing 
and dancing in the story; a 


Broadway musical 


a play with music in which all the 
words are sung; an opera singer; an 


opera house 


a prize given to actors, directors, 
and other people in the film 
industry; get an Oscar; She has 


three Oscars. 


one character's words and actions 


in a play or movie 


the activity of entertaining an 
audience by singing, dancing, or 


acting; a concert performance 


a piece of writing performed in a 


theater, on the radio, or on 


television 
playwright [plerrart] a person who writes plays 
plot [plot] a series of events that make up the 


story of a movie 


production [prodakfen] a play or other show that is 
performed in a theater; a 


theater/stage production; a film 


production 
program [prougrem, - a small book or sheet of paper that 
grom] tells you about a play or concert 
review [rivyu] a report that gives an opinion 


about something such as a play or 


a movie 


EXAMPLES 


He played the part of Hamlet. 


They were giving a performance of Bizet's “Carmen.” 


Hamlet is my favorite play. 


Tonight our class is going to see a production of “Othello.” 


The show received excellent reviews in all the papers. 


romance [roumens, a movie or a play about a 


roumens] romantic relationship 


rom-com 


scene 


science fiction 


screen 


script 


seat 


sequel 


set 


[romkpnm] 


[sin] 


[satons fikfen] 


[skrin] 


[skript] 


[sit] 


[sikwel] 


[set] 


short for “romantic comedy:” a 
humorous film in which the main 
story is about a romantic 


relationship 


a part of a play or a movie that 
happens in the same place; 


film/shoot a scene; a love scene 


stories and movies about events 
that take place in the future or in 
other parts of the universe; a 


science fiction movie 


the flat area on the wall of a 
movie theater, where you see the 


movie; the movie screen 


the written words that actors 


speak in a play or a movie 


something that you can sit on in a 


theater or concert hall 


a movie that continues the story of 


an earlier movie 


the place where a movie is made 
or the scenery that is on the stage 
when a play is being performed; a 


movie set 


show [fou] a performance in a theater; a 


comedy show 


soundtrack [saundtrak] the music that is played during a 


movie; a movie soundtrack 


spotlight [spptlart] a powerful light in a theater that 
can be directed so that it lights up 


a small area 


stage [sterd3] the area in a theater where people 
perform; come on stage; a concert 


stage; on stage and screen; a stage 
play 
star [star] a famous actor or actress; a movie 


star 


EXAMPLES 


This is the opening scene of “Hamlet.” 
Watching a movie on television is not the same as seeing it on the big screen. 
We had front-row seats at the concert. 


The place looked like the set of a James Bond movie. 


How about going to see a show tomorrow? 


subtitles [sabtaitelz ] the translation of the words of a 
foreign film that are shown at the 


bottom of the picture 


theater 


thriller 


ticket 


tragedy 


trailer 


VERBS 


act 


book 


clap 


dance 


play 


[Oiotor] 


[Orilor] 


[tikit] 


[treed 3idi] 


[trerlor] 


[ækt] 


[buk] 


[klæp] 


[dæns] 


[pler] 


a place where you go to see plays, 


movies, or shows; go to the theater 


an exciting movie or play about a 


crime 


a small piece of paper that shows 
that you have paid to go to see a 
movie or a play; theater/movie 
tickets 


a type of serious play that usually 
ends with the death of the main 


character 


a set of short extracts from a 
movie that are shown to advertise 


it 


to have a part in a play or a movie 


to buy tickets for a movie or show 


that you will go to later 


to hit your hands together to show 


that you like something 
to move your body to music 


to perform the part of a particular 


character in a play or movie 


shoot [fut] to make a movie 
sing [si] to make music with your voice 
star [star] 1 to have a famous actor or actress 


in one of the most important parts 
in a play or movie 
2 to have one of the most 


important parts in a play or movie 


EXAMPLES 


The dialogue is in Spanish, with English subtitles. 


He acted in many movies, including “Reds.” 


You can book tickets for the movie theater over the phone. 
He played Mr. Hyde in the movie. 

He'd love to shoot his movie in Cuba. 

The movie stars Brad Pitt. 


She stars in the Broadway play. 


watch [wpt/] to look at someone or something 
for a period of time; watch a 


movie/play 
ADJECTIVES 


black-and- [blæk ond wait] showing everything in black, 
white white, and gray; old black-and- 


classic 


dubbed 


low-budget 


sold out 


subtitled 


[kleestk] 


[dabd] 


[lou badzit] 


[sould aut] 


[sabtaiteld] 


THINGS YOU CAN SHOUT 


bravo! 


encore! 


[bravou] 


[prkor, -kor] 


white movie footage 


of very good quality, and popular 


for a long time; a classic movie 


having a different soundtrack 
added with actors speaking in a 
different language; cartoons dubbed 


in Chinese 


made spending very little money; 


a low-budget movie 


used to describe a performance for 
which all the tickets have been 
sold 


with a translation of the words 
shown at the bottom of the screen; 


a subtitled movie 


an audience shouts “bravo!” to 
show how much they have 


enjoyed a performance 


an audience shouts “encore!” at 
the end of a concert to ask for a 


short extra performance 


IDIOMS 
bring the house 
down 


keep you on the 
edge 


of your seat 


steal the show 


EXAMPLES 


to make everyone laugh or cheer 


at a performance in the theater 


to make you give your full 


attention to something 


to attract more attention and 


praise than other people 


The movie kept everyone on the edge of their seats. 


time 


NOUNS 

GENERAL 

time [tarım] 1 something that we measure in 
minutes, hours, days, and years; in 
a week’s time; Time passed. 
2 used when you are talking about 
a particular point in the day, that 
you describe in hours and minutes 

past [pæst] the time before the present, and 
the things that happened then; in 
the past 

present [prezent] the period of time that is 
happening now; live in the present 

future [fyutfər] the time that will come after now; 


in the future 


HOURS, SECONDS, AND MINUTES 


half an hour [hæf ən auer] a period of thirty minutes 
hour [avər] a period of sixty minutes 


minute [minit] a unit for measuring time. There 


are sixty seconds in one minute, 
and there are sixty minutes in one 


hour. 


moment [moument] a very short period of time; a few 


moments later 


quarter of an [kwərtər ov on a period of fifteen minutes 


hour auor] 


second [sekond] a measurement of time. There are 


sixty seconds in one minute. 


EXAMPLES 


Tve known Mr. Martin for a long time. 
What time is it? 

Do you know what time it is? 

He was making plans for the future. 

I only slept about half an hour last night. 
They waited for about two hours. 


The pizza will take twenty minutes to cook. 


In a moment he was gone. 


For a few seconds nobody spoke. 


TIMES OF THE DAY 


dawn [don] the time when the sky becomes 
light in the morning; Dawn was 


breaking. 


sunrise 


morning 


noon 


midday 


afternoon 


evening 


sunset 


dusk 


night 


[sAnrarz] 


[mornin] 


[nun] 


[midder] 


[zeftornun] 


[ivnm] 


[sAnset] 


[dask] 


[nart] 


the time in the morning when the 
sun first appears in the sky; at 


sunrise 


the part of each day between the 
time that people usually wake up 
and noon; tomorrow morning; in the 


morning; on Sunday morning 


twelve o'clock in the middle of the 


day; at noon 
same as noon 


the part of each day that begins at 
lunchtime and ends at about six 
o'clock; in the afternoon; yesterday 


afternoon 


the part of each day between the 
end of the afternoon and 
midnight; yesterday evening; in the 


evening 


the time in the evening when the 


sun goes down; at sunset 


the time just before night when it 


is not completely dark; at dusk 


1 the time when it is dark outside, 


and most people sleep; during the 


midnight [midnart] 


DAYS AND WEEKS 


day [der] 


EXAMPLES 


Nancy woke at dawn. 


He stayed in his room all afternoon. 


What day is it? 


date [dert] 
fortnight [fortnart] 
week [wik] 
weekday [wikder] 


night 

2 the period of time between the 
end of the afternoon and the time 
that you go to bed; last night; ten 
o'clock at night 


twelve o'clock in the middle of the 


night; at midnight 


a period of twenty-four hours from 
one midnight to the next 


midnight; every day 


a particular day and month or a 


particular year 
a period of two weeks 
a period of seven days; last week 


any of the days of the week except 
Saturday and Sunday 


weekend 


[wikend] 


DAYS OF THE WEEK 


Monday 


Tuesday 


Wednesday 


Thursday 


Friday 


Saturday 


Sunday 


MONTHS 


month 


January 


[mander, -di] 


[tuzder, -di] 


[wenzder, -di] 


[O3rzder, -di] 


[fraider, -di] 


[seetorder, -di] 


[sander, -di] 


[maAn0] 


[dsaenyueri] 


Saturday and Sunday; on the 


weekend 


the day after Sunday and before 
Tuesday; a week from Monday 


the day after Monday and before 
Wednesday; next Tuesday 


the day after Tuesday and before 
Thursday; on Wednesday 


the day after Wednesday and 
before Friday; every Thursday 


morning 


the day after Thursday and before 
Saturday; Friday, November 6 


the day after Friday and before 
Sunday; every Saturday 


the day after Saturday and before 
Monday; on Sunday 


one of the twelve parts that a year 


is divided into 


the first month of the year; on 


January 


February [febyueri, febru-] the second month of the year 


EXAMPLES 


What's the date today? 
What is he doing here on a weekday? 


I had dinner with Tim last weekend. 


We go on vacation next month. 


We always have snow in January. 


March [mart] the third month of the year 
April [erpril] the fourth month of the year 
May [mer] the fifth month of the year 

June [dzun] the sixth month of the year 

July [dzular] the seventh month of the year 
August [gest] the eighth month of the year 
September [september] the ninth month of the year 
October [pktoubor] the tenth month of the year 
November [nouvembor] the eleventh month of the year 
December [disembor] the twelfth and last month of the 


SEASONS 


year 


autumn (BRIT) 


fall 


season 


spring 


summer 


winter 


YEARS 


century 


[fol] 


[sizen] 


[spri] 


[samor] 


[winter] 


[sentfori] 


see fall 


the season between summer and 
winter, when the weather becomes 
cooler and the leaves fall off the 
trees; in the fall; last/next fall; fall 
leaves (In British English, use 


autumn) 


a part of the year that has its own 
typical weather conditions; the 


rainy season 


the season between winter and 
summer when the weather 
becomes warmer and plants start 


to grow again 


the season between spring and 
fall, when the weather is usually 


warm or hot; a summer’s day 


the season between fall and 
spring, when the weather is 


usually cold 


one hundred years; in the 21st 


century 


decade [dekerd] 


EXAMPLES 


She was born on September 6th, 1970. 
Summer is my favorite season. 


They are getting married next spring. 


The plant flowers in late summer. 


leap year [lip yrer] 


year [yrr] 


MEASURING TIME 


alarm clock [alarm klok] 


calendar [kaelindor] 


a period of ten years 


a year, happening every four 
years, that has 366 days including 


February 29 as an extra day 


1 a period of twelve months, 
beginning on the first of January 
and ending on the thirty-first of 
December; next/last year; a 
calendar year 

2 any period of twelve months; 
three times a year; the academic 


year 


a clock that makes a noise so that 
you wake up at a particular time; 


set the alarm clock 


a list of days, weeks, and months 


clock 


watch 


ADJECTIVES 


annual 


daily 


early 


following 


last 


late 


EXAMPLES 


[klok] 


[wptf] 


[ænyuəl] 


[derli] 


[arli] 


[folourn] 


[læst] 


[lert] 


He didn’t come home last night. 


The train was 40 minutes late. 


for a particular year 


a piece of equipment that shows 


you what time it is 


a small clock that you usually 


wear on your wrist 


happening once every year; an 
annual meeting 

appearing or happening every day; 
a daily newspaper; a daily routine 
before the usual time; an early 


start 


used for describing the day, week, 
or year after the one you have just 


mentioned; the following morning 
the most recent; last July 


after the time that something 


should start or happen 


monthly 


next 


weekly 


ADVERBS 


ago 


at the moment 


early 


immediately 


late 


later 


now 


[man0li] 


[nekst] 


[wikli] 


[agou] 
[æt da 
moumont] 


[3rli] 


[rmidiitli] 


[lert] 


[lertər] 


[nau] 


happening every month; monthly 


rent 


used for talking about the first 
day, week, or year that comes 
after this one or the previous one; 


the next day 


happening once a week or every 


week; a weekly meeting 


in the past; before now; two days 


ago; a while ago 


now 


before the usual time; get up/arrive 


early 
happening without any delay 


after the time that something 


should start or happen 


used for talking about a time that 
is after the one that you have been 


talking about; two days later 


used for talking about the present 


nowadays [nauederz] 
once [wans] 

on time [on tarm] 
soon [sun] 


EXAMPLES 


The magazine is published monthly. 
She’s busy at the moment. 


“Call the police immediately!” she shouted. 


It started forty minutes late. 


I must go now. 
Children watch a lot of TV nowadays. 
I met Miquela once, at a party. 


Pll call you soon. 


today [teder] 
tomorrow [tamorou] 
twice [twars] 
yesterday [ysstorder, -di] 


time 
now generally, and not in the past 
happening one time only 


arriving at the expected time, and 


not late; The train arrived on time. 


after a short time 


used when you are talking about 
the actual day on which you are 


speaking or writing 
the day after today 
two times; twice a week 


used for talking about the day 
before today 


-——— 1 1——'A1LUAAAA ALUUMSUUVJUWÜUS"U): 


EXAMPLES 


How are you feeling today? 


She left yesterday. 


NOUNS 


ax 


battery 


blade 


bolt 


bucket 


drill 


file 


flashlight 


[aeks] 


[batori] 


[bled] 


[boult] 


[bakit] 


[dril] 


[farl] 


[flæflart] 


tools 


a tool with a heavy metal blade 
and a long handle that is used for 


cutting wood 


a small object that provides 


electricity for things such as radios 


the flat, sharp edge of a knife that 


is used for cutting; a knife blade 


a long piece of metal that you use 
with a nut to fasten things 


together; nuts and bolts 


a round metal or plastic container 
with a handle, used for holding 


water; a bucket of water 


a tool for making holes; an electric 
drill 


a tool that you use for rubbing 
rough objects to make them 


smooth 


a small electric light that you 


carry in your hand (In British 
English, use torch) 


glue [glu] a sticky substance used for joining 


things together 


hammer [hemor] a tool that is made from a heavy 
piece of metal attached to the end 
of a handle, that is used for hitting 
nails into wood; a hammer and 


nails 


handle [hendel] the part of a tool that you hold; a 
tool handle 


knife [narf] a sharp flat piece of metal with a 
handle, that you can use to cut 


things; a sharp knife 


ladder [lzedor] a piece of equipment made of two 
long pieces of wood or metal with 
short steps between them, that is 
used for reaching high places; 


climb a ladder 


machine [mofin] a piece of equipment that uses 


electricity or an engine to doa 


particular job 


EXAMPLES 


The game requires two AA batteries. 


You will need scissors and a tube of glue. 


nail 


needle 


nut 


paint 


paintbrush 


pliers 


rope 


Saw 


[nei] 


[nidel ] 


[nat] 


[peint] 


[pemtbrA[] 


[plarerz] 


[roup] 


[so] 


a thin piece of metal with one 
pointed end and one flat end that 
you hit with a hammer in order to 


fix things together 


a small, thin metal tool with a 
sharp point that you use for 


sewing; a needle and thread 


a thick metal ring that you put 
onto a bolt, that is used for 


holding heavy things together 


a colored liquid that you put onto 


a surface with a brush 
a brush that you use for painting 


a tool with two handles at one end 
and two flat metal parts at the 
other that is used for holding or 


pulling things; a pair of pliers 


a type of very thick string that is 
made by twisting together several 


strings or wires; a piece of rope 


a metal tool for cutting wood; a 


saw blade 


scaffolding 


screw 


screwdriver 


shovel 


spade 


spanner (mainly 


BRIT) 


spring 


stepladder 


[skeefaldin] 


[skru] 


[skrudraivor] 


[favel] 


[sperd] 


[spry] 


[stepledor] 


a frame of metal bars that people 
can stand on when they are 
working on the outside of a 
building; put up/take down 
scaffolding 


a small metal object with a sharp 
end, that you use to join things 


together 


a tool that you use for turning 


SCrews 


a flat tool with a handle that is 
used for lifting and moving earth 


Or SNOW 


a tool that is used for digging; a 


garden spade 


see wrench 


a long, spiral piece of metal; a 


coiled spring 


a short ladder that you can fold 


EXAMPLES 


If you want to repair the wheels, you must remove the four nuts. 


Each shelf is attached to the wall with screws. 


Pll need the coal shovel. 


tape measure [terp mezor] a strip of metal, plastic, or cloth 
with marks on it, used for 


measuring 


tool [tul] anything that you hold in your 
hands and use to do a particular 


type of work 


toolbox [tulbpks] a box or container for keeping 
tools in 

torch (BRIT) see flashlight 

varnish [varnıf] a thick, clear liquid that is painted 


onto things to give them a shiny 


surface 


wire [warr] a long, thin piece of metal; a piece 
of wire; a wire fence 
workshop [wark[pp] a place where people make or 


repair things 


wrench [rentf] a metal tool that you use for 
turning nuts to make them tighter 


(In British English, use spanner) 


VERBS 


build 


cut 


drill 


fix 


hammer 


measure 
mend 


paint 


EXAMPLES 


[brld] 


[kat] 


[dri] 


[fiks] 


[hemor] 


[mezor] 
[mend] 


[pent] 


to make something by joining 
different things together; build a 


house/road 


to use something sharp to remove 


part of something, or to break it 
to make holes using a drill 


1 to repair something 
2 to attach something firmly or 


securely to a particular place 


to hit nails into wood using a 


hammer 
to find out the size of something 
to repair something 


to cover a wall or an object with 


paint; paint a wall 


They cut a hole in the roof and put in a piece of glass. 


You'll need to drill a hole in the wall. 


This morning, a man came to fix my washing machine. 


The clock is fixed to the wall. 


She hammered a nail into the window frame. 


Measure the length of the table. 


screw [skru] to join one thing to another thing 


using a screw 
ADJECTIVES 


blunt [blant] not sharp or pointed; a blunt knife 


electric (ilektrik] 1 working using electricity; an 
electric motor 
2 carrying electricity; an electric 


plug/switch 


manual [maenyuel] 1 used for describing work in 
which you use your hands or your 
physical strength 
2 operated by hand, rather than 


by electricity or a motor; a manual 
pump 


sharp [farp] very thin and able to cut through 
things very easily; a sharp 
knife/blade 


EXAMPLES 


I screwed the shelf on the wall. 


He began his career as a manual worker. 


NOUNS 


bank 


beltway 


bench 


bin (BRIT) 


bridge 


building 


bus station 


bus stop 


towns and cities 


[bank] 


[beltwer] 


[bent] 


[brid3] 


[bildin] 


[bas sterfen] 


[bas stop] 


a place where people can keep 


their money 


a road that goes around a large 
town to keep traffic away from the 
center (In British English, use ring 


road) 


a long seat made of wood or 


metal; a park bench 
see trash can 


a structure that is built over a 
river or a road so that people or 
vehicles can cross from one side to 


the other; a railroad bridge 


a structure that has a roof and 
walls; new/old buildings; public 


buildings; an office building 


a place in a town or a city where a 


lot of buses stop 


a place on the side of a road, 


marked by a sign, where a bus 


stops 


café [keefer] a place where you can buy drinks 


and small meals 


capital [kaepit?l] the city where the government of 


a country meets; a capital city 
car park (BRIT) see parking lot 


castle [keesel] a large building with thick, high 
walls that was built in the past to 


protect people during battles 
cathedral [koOidrel] a large and important church 


church [t{srtf] a building where Christians go to 
pray; go to church 


citizen [sitizen] a person who lives in a town or 
city 
city [siti] a large town; a big/large/major 


city; the city center 


EXAMPLES 


He crossed the bridge to get to school. 


Berlin is the capital of Germany. 


His father goes to church every day. 


crosswalk 


crowd 


directions 


district 


fire station 


guided tour 


hotel 


Laundromat" 


leaflet 


[kroswok] 


[kraud] 


[direkfenz, dar-] 


[distrikt] 


[farar sterf?n] 


[gardid tuor] 


[houtel] 


flondromet] 


[liflit] 


a place where drivers must stop to 
let people cross a street (In British 
English, use pedestrian crossing 


or zebra crossing) 


a large group of people who have 


gathered together 


instructions that tell you how to 


get somewhere 


a particular area of a city or town; 


a business/shopping district 


a building where fire engines and 
equipment for stopping fires are 


kept 


a short journey around a place of 
interest with a person who tells 


you about what you are seeing 


a building where people pay to 
sleep and eat meals; a 
luxury/cheap hotel; a five-star hotel; 


a hotel room; stay in a hotel 


a place where people pay to use 
machines to wash and dry their 


clothes 


a piece of paper containing 


information about a particular 


subject 


library [larbreri] a place where books are kept for 


people to use or borrow; the 


public/local library 

litter [tər] paper or garbage that people leave 
lying on the ground in public 
places 

map [mæp] a drawing of a city, that shows 


things like roads and important 


buildings; a road map; a map of the 


city 

market [markıt] a place where people buy and sell 
products 

monument [mpnyoment] something that you build to help 


people remember an important 


event or person; ancient monuments 


EXAMPLES 


A huge crowd gathered in the town square. 
She stopped the car to ask for directions. 
During the afternoon there's a guided tour of the castle. 


Do you have a leaflet about the bus tours around York? 


I hate it when I see people dropping litter. 


mosque 


museum 


notice 


outskirts 


park 


parking lot 


parking meter 


parking space 


pavement 
(BRIT) 


[mpsk] 


[myuziom] 


[noutis | 


[autsksrts] 


[park] 


[parky lot] 


[parkı miter] 


[parky spers] 


a building where Muslims go to 
pray 
a building where you can look at 


interesting and valuable objects; 


visit a museum 


a piece of writing in a place where 


everyone can read it 


the parts of a town or a city that 
are furthest away from its center; 


live in the outskirts 


a public area of land in a town 
with grass and trees, where people 
go to relax and enjoy themselves; 


a public park 


an area or building where people 
can leave their cars (In British 


English, use car park) 


a machine in a street that you put 
money into to pay for leaving your 


car there 
a space where a car can be parked 


see sidewalk 


pedestrian [pidestrion] a person who is walking in a town 


Or city 
pedestrian see crosswalk 
crossing (BRIT) 
places of [pleisiz ov buildings or parts of a city which 
interest Intrist, -torist] are interesting to visit 
population [pppyolerfen] all the people who live in an area 
post office [poust ofis] a building where you can buy 


stamps and mail letters 


restroom [restrum, -rum] a room that contains one or more 
toilets (In British English, use 
toilet) 


restaurant [restərənt, - a place where you can buy and eat 


tərant, -trant] a meal 


ring road see beltway 
(BRIT) 


EXAMPLES 


The notice said “Please close the door.” 


I found a parking space right outside the apartment building. 


She visited museums and other places of interest. 


Where is the nearest restroom? 


road [roud] a long piece of hard ground that 


season ticket 


shop (BRIT) 


shopping 


center 


sidewalk 


sign 


square 


store 


[sizen tikit] 


[fopin sentor] 


[sardwok] 


[sain] 


[skwear] 


[stor] 


vehicles travel on; a main road; a 


back road 


a ticket for a number of journeys, 
that you usually buy at a reduced 
price; a weekly/monthly/annual 


season ticket 
see store 


an area in a town where a lot of 
stores have been built close 


together 


a path with a hard surface, usually 
by the side of a road (In British 


English, use pavement) 


a piece of wood, metal, or plastic 
with words or pictures on it that 
warn you about something, or give 


you information; a street sign 


an open place with buildings 
around it in 
a town or city; the town square; the 


main/central square 


a place where you buy things; a 
local/corner store; a store assistant; 


a store window (In British English, 


use shop) 


street [strit] a road in a city or a town; the main 


street; a side street; city streets 


suburb [sabarb] one of the areas on the edge of a 
city where many people live; the 
suburbs; a leafy/wealthy suburb 


subway [sabwer] in a city, the railroad system in 
which electric trains travel below 
the ground in tunnels; take the 
subway (In British English, use the 


underground) 

synagogue [sinogpg] a building where Jewish people go 
to pray 

taxi [teeksi] a car that you can hire, with its 
driver, 


to take you where you want to go; 


take/catch a taxi 


EXAMPLES 


He was hurrying along the sidewalk. 


The sign said, “Welcome to Boston.” 


He lives at 66 Bingfield Street. 


taxi rank (BRIT) see taxi stand 


taxi stand 


toilet (BRIT) 


tour 


tourist 


tower 


town 


traffic 


train station 


[tæksi staend] 


[torlot] 


[tuor] 


[tuarist ] 


[tavor] 


[taun] 


[traefik] 


[trern stern] 


a place where taxis wait for 
customers 


(In British English, use taxi rank) 


1a large bowl with a seat that you 
use when you want to get rid of 
waste from your body 


2 see restroom 


a trip to an interesting place or 
around several interesting places; 


a bus tour 


a person who is visiting a place 


while on vacations 


a tall, narrow building, or a tall 
part of another building; a church 


tower 


a place with many streets, 
buildings, and stores, where 
people live and work; your home 
town; a seaside town; the center of 


town 


all the vehicles that are on a 
particular road at one time; heavy 
traffic; rush hour traffic 


a place where trains stop so that 


trash can [træf ken] 


the 
underground 
(BRIT) 


zebra crossing 
(BRIT) 


zone [zoun | 


VERBS 


go shopping 


go sightseeing 


EXAMPLES 


people can get on or off 


a container that you put garbage 
in; put your garbage in the trash can 
(In British English, use bin) 


see subway 


see crosswalk 


an area where something 
particular happens; an industrial 


zone 


to go to stores to buy things 


to travel around a town to visit 


famous and interesting places 


Michael took me on a tour of the nearby islands. 


I'm going into town. 


Where is the train station? 


ADJECTIVES 


busy 


clean 


crowded 


dirty 


downtown 


industrial 


lost 


suburban 


urban 


ADVERBS 


left 


[brzi] 


[klin] 


[kraudid] 


[darti] 


[dauntaun] 


[indastrial | 


[lost] 


[sobarbon] 


[3rbon] 


[left] 


full of people who are doing 


things; a busy street/road 
not dirty 


full of people; crowded streets; a 


crowded bus/train 


covered with unwanted substances 


such as litter 


belonging to the part of a city 
where the large stores and 


businesses are; a downtown hotel 


used for describing a city or a 
country in which industry is very 


important; an industrial town/city 


not knowing where you are; 


unable to find your way; I'm lost. 


in or relating to the suburbs; a 
suburban street/ district 


relating to a city or a town; urban 


areas 


opposite the side that most people 
write with; turn left 


right [rait] 


straight ahead  [strert shed] 


PHRASE 


no entry 


EXAMPLES 


This is a crowded city of 2 million. 


to the side that is towards the east 


when you look north; turn right 


in one direction only; without a 


curve or bend; go straight ahead 


if a sign says "no entry," it means 
that people are not allowed to go 


into a particular street or area 


NOUNS 


arrival 


barrier 


buffet (BRIT) 


car 


compartment 


conductor 


connection 


trains 


[oraivel] 


[berior] 


[kar] 


[kempartmant] 


[kondaktor] 


[konekfen] 


the occasion when a train arrives 


somewhere; arrivals and departures 


a fence or a wall that prevents 
people or things from moving 


from one area to another 
see dining car 


one of the sections of a train 
where people sit; a railroad/train 


car 


1 one of the separate spaces in a 

train car (= section of a train); a 
first-class compartment 

2 a part of a train that is used for 
keeping luggage in; a luggage 


compartment 


a person on a train whose job is to 


check tickets 


a train that leaves after another 


one arrives and allows you to 


departure 


destination 


dining car 


driver 


engine 


fare 


fast train 


EXAMPLES 


I was afraid that I would miss my connection. 


[dipartfor] 


[destinerf?n] 


[dam kar] 


[drarvor] 


[£nd 3mm] 


[fear] 


[fzest trem] 


The dining car is now open. 


continue your journey by changing 


from one to the other 


the occasion when a train leaves 


somewhere; a train departure 


the place a train is going to; arrive 


at your destination 


the part of a train where food and 
drink is sold (In British English, use 
buffet) 


the person who is driving a train; 


a train driver 


the front part of a train that pulls 
the rest of it 


the money that you pay for a trip 
in a train; a train fare 


a train that travels very fast, and 
goes directly to a place, making 


few stops 


freight train 


goods train 
(BRIT) 


intercity train 


journey 


left-luggage 
office (BRIT) 


line 


locker (BRIT) 


lost and found 


office 


luggage 


luggage rack 


[frert trem] 


[Intorsiti trem] 


[dz3rni] 


[lam] 


[lost ond faund 


ofis] 


[lagid3] 


[lagid3 reek] 


a train that carries goods and not 
people (In British English, use 


goods train) 


see freight train 


a fast train that travels long 
distances between cities, making 


few stops 


an occasion when you travel from 
one place to another; a train 


journey 


see luggage storage office 


a route that trains move along; the 


railroad line 
see luggage storage 


a place at a train station where 
you can go to look for things that 
you have lost and that someone 


else has found 


the bags that you take with you 


when you travel; lost luggage 


a shelf on a train for putting 


luggage on 


luggage storage [lagid3 storid3] a small locker at a train station 
where you can leave luggage that 
you want to pick up later (In 
British English, use locker) 


luggage storage [lagid3 storid3 a place at a train station where 

office ofis] you can pay to leave luggage for a 
short time (In British English, use 
left-luggage office) 


one-way [wan wer] a ticket for a journey from one 
place to another but not back 


again (In British English, use 


single) 
passenger [paesmindzor] a person who is traveling in a train 
platform [platform] the area in a train station where 


you wait for a train; a train 


platform 


porter [porter] a person whose job is to carry 


people's luggage in a train station 


EXAMPLES 


We stayed on the train to the end of the line. 


We apologize to any passengers whose journey was delayed today. 


The next train to London will depart from platform 3. 


railroad [retlroud] a metal track between two places 
that trains travel along; railroad 
tracks (In British English, use 


railway) 
railroad [rerlroud kros] a place where a railroad line 
crossing crosses a road 
railway (BRIT) see railroad 
reservation [rezorverfen] a seat that a transportation 


company keeps specially for you; a 


seat reservation 
return (BRIT) see round trip 
round trip [raund trip] a ticket for a journey to a place 


and back again (In British English, 


use return) 


schedule [skedzul, -ual] a list of the times when trains 
arrive and depart; a train schedule 
(In British English, use timetable) 


season ticket [sizen tikit] a ticket for a number of train 
rides, that you usually buy at a 


cheaper price 


seat [sit] something that you can sit on; 


reserve a seat 


single (BRIT) see one way 


sleeper [sliper] 1a train with beds for passengers 
on overnight journeys 


2 same as sleeping car 


sleeping car [slipy kar] a railroad car with beds in it 

slow train [slou trem] a train that travels slowly, making 
many stops 

station [sterfen] a place where trains stop so that 


people can get on or off; a train 


station 


steam engine [stim endzin] an engine that uses steam as a 


means of power 


EXAMPLES 


The road ran beside a railroad. 
Is this seat free? 


This seat is taken. 


TII take you to the station. 


Tll come and pick you up at the station. 


In 1941, the train would have been pulled by a steam engine. 


subway [sabwer] in a city, the railroad system in 
which trains travel below the 
ground; the New York subway (In 
British English, use the 


underground) 


suitcase 


ticket 


ticket collector 


ticket office 


timetable 
(BRIT) 


track 


train 


the tube 


the 
underground 
(BRIT) 


waiting room 


[sutkers] 


[trkrt ] 


[tikit kolektor] 


[tikit ofits] 


[træk] 


[trem] 


[ðə tub] 


[wert rum] 


a case for carrying your clothes 
when you are traveling; 


pack/unpack a suitcase 


a small piece of paper that shows 
that you have paid to travel on a 


train; buy a ticket; a train ticket 


a person who collects the tickets 
of passengers when they get off a 


train 


the place where you buy tickets at 


a train station 


see schedule 


one of the metal lines that trains 


travel along; a railroad track 


a long vehicle that is pulled by an 
engine along a railroad; catch a 
train; get on/off 


a train; take the train; train travel 
same as the underground (BRIT) 


see subway 


a room in a train station where 


people can sit down while they 


wait 


whistle [wisel] a small tube that you blow into in 
order to produce a loud sound; 


blow a whistle 


VERBS 

approach [aproutf] to move closer to something 

arrive [orarv] to come to a place from 
somewhere else 

book [buk] to arrange to have or use 


something at a later time; book a 
train ticket 


EXAMPLES 


He came to Glasgow by train. 


I heard the train approaching. 


Their train arrived on time. 


cancel [kaensel] to say that a train that should 


travel will not be traveling 


delay [dier] to make someone or something 


late; The train is delayed. 


depart 


miss 


ADJECTIVES 


due 


first-class 


high-speed 


late 


non-smoking 


overcrowded 


smoking 


[dipart] 


[mis] 


[du] 


[farst klaes] 


[har spid] 


[lert] 


[npn smoukin] 


[oovorkraudid] 


[smoukin] 


to leave 


to arrive too late to get on a train; 
miss 


your train 


expected to happen or arrive at a 
particular time; Find out when the 


next train is due. 


relating to the best and most 
expensive seats on a train; a first- 


class cabin; a first-class ticket 

that travels very fast; a high-speed 
train 

after the time that something 


should happen 


a non-smoking area is a public 
place where people are not 


allowed to smoke 
with too many people 


a smoking area is a public place 
where people are allowed to 


smoke; the smoking section/area 


EXAMPLES 


Many trains have been canceled. 


Thousands of rail passengers were delayed yesterday. 


Your train is due to leave in three minutes. 


The train is late. 


NOUNS 


air 


atmosphere 


climate 


cloud 


darkness 


drought 


east 


flood 


fog 


weather 


[ear] 


[zetmosfror] 


[klarmit] 


[klaud] 


[darknis] 


[draut] 


[ist] 


[flad] 


[fog] 


the mixture of gases all around us 
that we breathe; fresh air; 


warm/hot air 


the layer of air or other gases 


around a planet 


the normal weather in a place; a 


warm/cold climate; climate change 


a white or gray thing in the sky 


that is made of drops of water 


the state of being dark, without 
any light 


a long period of time with no rain 


the direction that is in front of you 
when you look at the sun in the 


morning; The sun rises in the east. 


an occasion when a lot of water 


covers land that is usually dry 


thick cloud that is close to the 


ground 


frost [frost] ice like white powder that forms 


outside when the weather is very 


cold 
gale [geil] a very strong wind 
hail [heil] small balls of ice that fall like rain 


from the sky 


heat [hit] when something is hot 

hurricane [harrkem, har-] a storm with very strong winds 
and rain 

ice [ars] frozen water 


EXAMPLES 


Keith opened the window and felt the cold air on his face. 


There is an extra hour of darkness on winter mornings. 
The drought has killed all their crops. 

The car crash happened in thick fog. 

A strong gale was blowing. 

Our clothes dried quickly in the heat of the sun. 


The ground was covered with ice. 


lightning [lartnin | the very bright flashes of light in 
the sky that happen during a 
storm; thunder and lightning; a flash 
of lightning 


mist 


monsoon 


north 


puddle 


rain 


rainbow 


raindrop 


sky 


snow 


[mist] 


[mpnsun] 


[nor0] 


[padel] 


[rem] 


[rembou] 


[remndrpp | 


[skar] 


[snou] 


a lot of tiny drops of water in the 
air, that make it difficult to see; 


mist and fog; morning mist 


the season in Southern Asia when 
there is a lot of very heavy rain; 
the monsoon rains; the monsoon 


Season 


the direction that is on your left 
when you are looking at the sun in 


the morning 


a small pool of water on the 


ground 


water that falls from the clouds in 
small drops; heavy/pouring rain; go 


out in the rain 


a half circle of different colors that 
you can sometimes see in the sky 


when it rains 
a single drop of rain 


the space above the Earth that you 
can see when you stand outside 


and look upwards; in the sky 


soft white frozen water that falls 


from the sky 


snowflake [snouflerk] one of the soft, white bits of frozen 


water that fall as snow 


south [sau] the direction that is on your right 
when you are looking at the sun in 


the morning 


storm [storm] very bad weather, with heavy rain 
and strong winds; violent/severe 


storms; tropical storms 


EXAMPLES 


One man died when he was struck by lightning. 


In the north, snow and ice cover the ground. 


Young children love splashing in puddles. 


Outside a light rain was falling. 
Today we have clear blue skies. 


Six inches of snow fell. 


sun [sAn] 1 the ball of fire in the sky that 
gives us heat and light 
2 the heat and light that comes 


from the sun 


sunshine [sanfain] the light and heat that comes from 
the sun 
temperature [temprotfor, - how hot or cold it is; warm/cold 


tfuer] temperatures; average temperature 


thermometer 


thunder 


thunderstorm 


tornado 


tsunami 


umbrella 


weather 


weather 


forecast 


west 


[Oormpmritor] 


[OAndor] 


[OAndorstorm] 


[tornerdou] 


[tsunami] 


[Ambrelo] 


[weðər] 


[wedor forkest] 


[west] 


an instrument for measuring how 


hot or cold something is 


the loud noise that you sometimes 


hear from the sky during a storm 
a very noisy storm 


a storm with strong winds that 
spin around very fast and cause a 


lot of damage 


a very large wave that flows onto 


the land and destroys things 


a thing that you hold over your 
head to protect yourself from the 


rain; put up your umbrella 


the temperature and conditions 
outside, for example if it is 
raining, hot, or windy; 
cold/bad/wet weather; hot/warm 


weather 


a statement saying what the 
weather will be like for the next 
few days; watch/listen to the 


weather forecast 


the direction that is in front of you 


when you look at the sun in the 


evening 


wind [wind] air that moves 


EXAMPLES 


The sun is shining. 

Suddenly, the sun came out. 

They went outside to sit in the sun. 

She was sitting outside a cafe in bright sunshine. 
What's the weather like? 


The sun sets in the west. 


A strong wind was blowing from the north. 


VERBS 

blow [blou] when a wind or breeze blows, the 
air moves 

freeze [friz] to become solid because the 
temperature is low 

melt [melt] to change from a solid substance 
to a liquid because of heat 

rain [rem] when it rains, water falls from the 
clouds in small drops 

shine [fam] to give out bright light; The sun is 


shining. 


snow [snou | when it snows, soft white frozen 


thaw [05] 
ADJECTIVES 

cloudy [klaudi] 
cold [kould] 
cool [kul] 
dry [drar] 
freezing [frizim] 
hot [hot] 


water falls from the sky 


if snow or ice thaws, it becomes 


warmer and changes to liquid 


with a lot of clouds in the sky; a 


cloudy day/sky 


without any warmth; cold weather; 


cold air 


having a low temperature, but not 


cold; cool air 
without any rain 
very cold 


describing the weather when the 


temperature is high; a hot day 


EXAMPLES 


The wind is blowing. 


Last winter the water froze in all our pipes. 


The snow melted. 
It’s raining. 
It snowed heavily all night. 


The snow thawed. 


The Sahara is one of the driest places in Africa. 


It’s freezing. 


It's too hot to play tennis. 


humid [hyumid] 
mild [maild] 
rainy [remi] 
stormy [stormi] 
sunny [sAni] 
tropical [trpopikel] 
windy [windi] 


EXAMPLES 


The weather was warm and sunny. 


wet and warm; humid air; humid 


weather/conditions 


not too hot and not too cold; a 


mild winter; mild weather 
raining a lot; a rainy day 


with strong winds and heavy rain; 


stormy weather 
with the sun shining brightly 


belonging to or typical of the hot, 
wet areas of the world; a tropical 


climate; tropical heat 


with a lot of wind; a windy day 


geographical place names 


Here is a list of the names of well-known places in the world: 
Afghanistan /efgenisten, -stan/ 

Africa /efrika/ 

Albania /ælbemiə/ 

Algeria /eld3iaria/ 

American Samoa /amerikon somouo/ 
Andorra /ændərə/ 

Angola /engoula/ 

Antarctica /zentarktiko/ 

Antigua and Barbuda /entiga ond barbuda/ 
the Arctic /ði arktik/ 

Argentina /ardzontino/ 

Armenia /arminio/ 

Asia /erzo/ 

the Atlantic /ói otlaentik/ 

Australia /ostreilyo/ 

Austria /3strio/ 

Azerbaijan /zzorbaidzan/ 

the Bahamas /óo bahamaz/ 

Bahrain /barein/ 


Bangladesh /benglodef/ 


Barbados /barbeidous/ 

Belarus /belarus, byel-/ 

Belgium /beldzom/ 

Belize /boliz/ 

Benin /benin/ 

Bhutan /butan/ 

Bolivia /bolivio/ 

Bosnia and Herzegovina /bpznio ond hartsogouvino/ 
Botswana /bptswano/ 

Brazil /brozil/ 

Brunei /brunai/ 

Bulgaria /balgearia/ 

Burkina-Faso /bərkinəfæsou/ 

Burma /b3rmə/ 

Burundi /bərundi/ 

Cambodia /kæmboudiə/ 

Cameroon /kæmərun/ 

Canada /kænədə/ 

Cape Verde /kerp v3rd/ 

the Caribbean /ðə kzribion, koribion/ 

the Central African Republic /óo sentral zefrikon ripAblik/ 
Chad /tfæd/ 

Chile /tjili/ 

(the People's Republic of) China /(69 pipolz ripablik əv) tfaino/ 


Colombia /kalambia/ 

Comoros /kpmorouz/ 

(the Republic of) Congo /(6a ripablik av) kpggou/ 

(the Democratic Republic of) Congo /(ðə demokretik ripablik ov) 
kpngou/ 

Costa Rica /kpsto riko/ 

Côte d'Ivoire /koot divwar/ 

Croatia /kroueifa/ 

Cuba /kyubo/ 

Cyprus /saipros/ 

the Czech Republic /óo tfek ripAblik/ 

Denmark /deznmark/ 

Djibouti /dzibuti/ 

Dominica /dpminiks, dominiko/ 

the Dominican Republic /óo dominikon ripAblik/ 

East Timor /ist timor/ 

Ecuador /ekwodor/ 

Egypt /id3Ipt/ 

El Salvador /el seelvador/ 

England /19glond/ 

Equatorial Guinea /ekwotoriol gini/ 

Eritrea /eritrio/ 

Estonia /estounia/ 


Ethiopia /iðioupiə/ 


Europe /yuorop/ 

Fiji /fid3i/ 

Finland /finlond/ 
France /frans/ 

Gabon /gabon/ 

Gambia /gaembio/ 
Georgia /d32rdz5/ 
Germany /d33rmoni/ 
Ghana /gano/ 

Great Britain /greit briton/ 
Greece /gris/ 
Greenland /grinlond/ 
Grenada /grinerido/ 
Guatemala /gwatomalo/ 
Guinea /gini/ 
Guinea-Bissau /ginibisau/ 
Guyana /gariano/ 

Haiti /herti/ 

Holland /hplond/ 
Honduras /hpnduoares/ 
Hungary /hangori/ 
Iceland /aislond/ 

India /indis/ 


Indonesia /indaniza/ 


Iran /iran. ireen/ 

Iraq /irak, irzek/ 

(the Republic of) Ireland /(óo ripablik əv) arorlond 
Israel /1zrerol/ 

Italy /itoli/ 

Jamaica /d3omerko/ 

Japan /d3opan/ 

Jordan /dzordon/ 
Kazakhstan /kezeksten, kazakstan/ 
Kenya /kenya/ 

Kiribati /kiribati/ 

Kuwait /kuweit/ 

Kyrgyzstan /kiargisten, -stan/ 
Laos /laus/ 

Latvia /letvia, lat-/ 

Lebanon /lebonpn, -non/ 
Lesotho /losoutou/ 

Liberia /laibrorio/ 

Libya /libio/ 

Liechtenstein /liktonstam/ 
Lithuania /liQuermnio/ 
Luxembourg /lAksombarg/ 
Macedonia /mezsidounia/ 


Madagascar /mædəgæskər/ 


Malawi /molawi/ 

Malaysia /molerzo/ 

the Maldives /óo moldivz/ 

Mali /mali/ 

Malta /molto/ 

the Marshall Islands /óo marfal ailondz/ 
Mauritania /mpriteinio/ 

Mauritius /morifas/ 

the Mediterranean /ðə meditorermnion/ 
Mexico /meksikou/ 

Micronesia /markroni35/ 

Moldova /məldouvə/ 

Monaco /mpnokou/ 

Mongolia /mpngoulia/ 
Montenegro /mpntinggroo, -nigrou/ 
Morocco /morpkou/ 

Mozambique /mouzambik/ 
Myanmar /myanmar/ 

Namibia /nəmıbiə/ 

Nauru /nauru, nauru/ 

Nepal /nipol, -pal/ 

the Netherlands /ðə neóorlondz/ 
New Zealand /nu zilond/ 


Nicaragua /nikoragwo/ 


Niger /naid5er, nizear/ 

Nigeria /naid7iorio/ 

Northern Ireland /noróorn arerlond/ 
North Korea /nor0 korio/ 

Norway /norwel/ 

Oman /ouman/ 

the Pacific /ðə posifik/ 

Pakistan /pekistzn, pakistan / 
Panama /panoma/ 

Papua New Guinea /papyoo nu gini/ 
Paraguay /pzrogwal, -gwel/ 

Peru /poru/ 

the Philippines /ðə filopinz/ 
Poland /poulond/ 

Portugal /portfagal/ 

Puerto Rico /pwerto rikou, porto/ 
Qatar /katar, kotar/ 

Romania /rooumernio/ 

Russia /rA[o/ 

Rwanda /ruando/ 

St Kitts and Nevis /seint kits ond nivis/ 
St Lucia /sernt lufa/ 


St Vincent and the Grenadines /seint vinsont ond 6a grenodinz, 


grenodinz / 


Samoa /somouo/ 

San Marino /sen morinou/ 

Sao Tomé and Principe /sau tomer ond prinsiper/ 
Saudi Arabia /saudi oreibio/ 
Scotland /skptlond/ 

Senegal /senigol/ 

Serbia /sarbio/ 

the Seychelles /óo serfelz/ 
Sierra Leone /sieoro lioun/ 
Singapore /siropor/ 

Slovakia /sloovakio, -vaek-/ 
Slovenia /sloovinio/ 

the Solomon Islands /da splomon ailandz/ 
Somalia /somalio/ 

South Africa /sau0 zefriko/ 
South Korea /sau0 korio/ 
Spain/spein/ 

Sri Lanka /sri lanka, lanka, fri/ 
Sudan /sudan/ 

Suriname /suorinam, -næm/ 
Swaziland /swazilaend/ 
Sweden /swidon/ 

Switzerland /switsorlond/ 


Syria /siorio/ 


Taiwan /tarwan/ 

Tajikistan /tad3ikisten, -stan/ 

Tanzania /tzenzonio/ 

Thailand /tailend/ 

Togo /tougou/ 

Tonga /tprg»/ 

Trinidad and Tobago /trinidzed ond tobergou/ 
Tunisia /tuni3z0/ 

Turkey /t3rki/ 

Turkmenistan /tsrkmenisten, -stan/ 

Tuvalu /tuvolu/ 

Uganda /yugzndo, ugando/ 

Ukraine /yukrem/ 

the United Arab Emirates /6i yunartid ærəb emirots/ 
the United Kingdom /ói yunaitid kindom/ 
the United States of America /ði yunaitid sterts ov omerika/ 
Uruguay /yuorogwel, -gwal/ 

Uzbekistan /uzbekistén, -stan/ 

Vanuatu /vanuatu/ 

the Vatican City /óo vetikan siti/ 

Venezuela /vznizweilo/ 

Vietnam /vystnam, -nzem/ 

Wales /weilz/ 


Yemen /yzmon/ 


Zambia /zaembio/ 


Zimbabwe /zimbabwer/ 


Ineinirtve 


arise 
be 
beat 
become 
begin 
bend 
bet 
bind 
bite 
bleed 
blow 
break 
bring 
build 
burn 


burst 


irregular verbs 


Past Tense 


arose 
was, were 

beat 

became 

began 

bent 

bet 

bound 

bit 

bled 

blew 

broke 

brought 

built 

burned or burnt 


burst 


Past Participe 


arisen 
been 
beaten 
become 
begun 
bent 
bet 
bound 
bitten 
bled 
blown 
broken 
brought 
built 
burned or burnt 


burst 


buy 
catch 
choose 
cling 
come 
cost 
creep 
cut 
deal 
dig 
dive 
do 
draw 
dream 
drink 
drive 
eat 
fall 
feed 


feel 


bought 
caught 

chose 

clung 

came 

cost 

crept 

cut 

dealt 

dug 

dived or dove 
did 

drew 
dreamed or dreamt 
drank 

drove 

ate 

fell 

fed 


felt 


bought 
caught 
chosen 
clung 
come 
cost 
crept 
cut 
dealt 
dug 
dived 
done 
drawn 
dreamed or dreamt 
drunk 
driven 
eaten 
fallen 
fed 


felt 


fight 


find 
fly 
forbid 
forget 
freeze 
get 
give 
go 
grind 
grow 
hang 
have 
hear 
hide 
hit 
hold 
hurt 


keep 


fought 


found 
flew 
forbade 
forgot 
froze 
got 
gave 
went 
ground 
grew 
hung 
had 
heard 
hid 

hit 
held 
hurt 


kept 


fought 


found 
flown 
forbidden 
forgotten 
frozen 
gotten, got 
given 
gone 
ground 
grown 
hung 
had 
heard 
hidden 
hit 

held 

hurt 


kept 


kneel 


know 


lay 
lead 
lean 
leap 
learn 
leave 
lend 
let 
lie 
light 
lose 
make 
mean 
meet 
pay 
put 


quit 


kneeled or knelt 


knew 


laid 

led 

leaned 
leaped or leapt 
learned 

left 

lent 

let 

lay 

lit or lighted 
lost 

made 

meant 

met 

paid 

put 


quit 


kneeled or knelt 


known 


laid 

led 

leaned 
leaped or leapt 
learned 

left 

lent 

let 

lain 

lit or lighted 
lost 

made 

meant 

met 

paid 

put 


quit 


read 
ride 


ring 


rise 
run 
say 
see 
seek 
sell 
send 
set 
shake 
shine 
shoot 
show 
shrink 
shut 
sing 


sink 


read 
rode 


rang 


rose 
ran 

said 

Saw 

sought 

sold 

sent 

set 

shook 

shined or shone 
shot 

showed 

shrank 

shut 

sang 


sank 


read 
ridden 


rung 


risen 
run 
said 
seen 
sought 
sold 
sent 
set 
shaken 
shined or shone 
shot 
shown 
shrunk 
shut 
sung 


sunk 


sit 
sleep 
slide 


smell 


speak 
speed 
spell 
spend 
spill 
spit 
spoil 
spread 
spring 
stand 
steal 
stick 
sting 
stink 


strike 


sat 
slept 
slid 


smelled 


spoke 
sped or speeded 
spelled 
spent 
spilled 

spit or spat 
spoiled 
spread 
sprang 
stood 

stole 

stuck 
stung 
stank 


struck 


sat 
slept 
slid 


smelled 


spoken 
sped or speeded 
spelled 
spent 
spilled 

spit, or spat 
spoiled 
spread 
sprung 
stood 
stolen 
stuck 

stung 

stunk 


struck or stricken 


swear 
sweep 
swell 
swim 


swing 


take 
teach 
tear 
tell 
think 
throw 
wake 
wear 
weep 
win 
wind 


write 


swore 
swept 
swelled 
swam 


swung 


took 
taught 
tore 
told 
thought 
threw 
woke or waked 
wore 
wept 
won 
wound 


wrote 


sworn 
swept 
swollen 
swum 


swung 


taken 
taught 
torn 
told 
thought 
thrown 
woken or waked 
worn 
wept 
won 
wound 


written 


measurements 


LencTH 

inch (1 in. = 2.54 cm) 
foot (1 ft. = 30.48 cm) 
yard (1 yd. = 91.44 cm) 
millimeter (mm) 
centimeter (cm) 

meter (m) 

kilometer (km) 


mile (= 1.61 kilometers) 


WEIGHT 


ton = 0.9 metric ton 
ounce (1 oz. = 28g) 
pound (1 Ib. — 454g) 
milligram (mg) 

gram (g) 

kilogram (kg) 


Capacity 


pint (= 0.57 liters) 
gallon (— 4.55 liters) 
milliliter (ml) 


liter (1) 


EXAMPLES 


This tiny plant is only a few inches high. 
They drove 600 miles across the desert. 
The box weighs 4.5 kilograms. 

The boat was carrying 30,000 tons of oil. 


Each carton contains a pint of milk. 


Adults should drink about two liters of water each day. 


numbers/ordinal numbers 


one 
two 
three 
four 

five 

six 
seven 
eight 
nine 

ten 
eleven 
twelve 
thirteen 
fourteen 
fifteen 
sixteen 


seventeen 


18 eighteen 


19 nineteen 

20 twenty 

21 twenty-one 

22 twenty-two 

30 thirty 

40 forty 

50 fifty 

60 sixty 

70 seventy 

80 eighty 

90 ninety 

100 a/one hundred 

101 a/one hundred and one 
1,000 a/one thousand 

10,000 ten thousand 

100,000 a/one hundred thousand 
1,000,000 a/one million 


Numpers over 20 


We write numbers over 20 (except 30, 40, 50, etc) with a hyphen. 


25 twenty-five 45 forty-five 

82 eighty-two 59 fifty-nine 

A or ONE? 

100 a/one hundred 1,000,000 a/one million 


1,000 a/one thousand 


One is more formal, and is often used in order to be very clear and 
precise. 
LARGE NUMBERS 


We often use a comma to divide large numbers into groups of three 


figures. 


1,235,578 one million, two hundred and thirty-five thousand, five 


hundred and seventy-eight 


ORDINAL NUMBERS 

1st first 
2nd second 
3rd third 


Ath fourth 


5th 
6th 
7th 
gth 
Oth 
10th 
11th 
12th 
13th 
14th 
15th 
16th 
17th 
18th 
19th 
20th 
21st 
22nd 
30th 


40th 


fifth 

sixth 
seventh 
eighth 
ninth 

tenth 
eleventh 
twelfth 
thirteenth 
fourteenth 
fifteenth 
sixteenth 
seventeenth 
eighteenth 
nineteenth 
twentieth 
twenty-first 
twenty-second 
thirtieth 


fortieth 


50th fiftieth 


60th sixtieth 

70th seventieth 

80th eightieth 

90th ninetieth 

100th hundredth 

101st hundred and first 
200th two hundredth 
1,000th thousandth 
10,000th ten thousandth 
100,000th hundred thousandth 
1,000,000th millionth 


EXAMPLES 


The total amount was one hundred and forty-nine dollars and thirty cents. 
These shoes cost over a hundred dollars. 

Kate won first prize in the writing competition. 

It's Michael's seventh birthday tomorrow. 

My office is on the twelfth floor. 


I’m doing a project about fashion in the eighteenth century. 


We're celebrating the 200th anniversary of independence next year. 


The company announced that it has just served its millionth customer. 


people of the world 


There are different ways that the noun for a place changes to become the 
noun for a person from that place, or to become the adjective for that 
place. For places ending in “-a,” the person noun and the adjective 


usually end in “-an,” for example Australia— Australian. 


I live in Australia. 
I am an Australian. 
I am Australian. 


...the Australian flag. 


Here are some other examples of words that work this way: 


Place nouns that end in -a — person nouns 


and adjectives that end in -an 


Africa— African, America— American, 
Asia—Asian, Austria— Austrian, 
Bulgaria— Bulgarian, Cuba— Cuban, 
India—Indian, Kenya Kenyan, 
Malaysia Malaysian, Russia Russian, 


Slovakia—Slovakian, Slovenia Slovenian 
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There is no plural form for “person” words that end in “-s” or “-ese,” for 


example *a Swiss" and *a Chinese". The singular form of these words is 
also not used very often, and it is more common to say *a Swiss man" or 


“a Chinese woman." 


If there is a language related to a particular country, the name of the 
language is usually the same as the adjective describing the country, for 


example Polish, Japanese, Italian. 


Place (noun) Adjective Person (noun) 
Afghanistan Afghan an Afghan 
Argentina Argentinean an Argentine 
Bangladesh Bangladeshi a Bangladeshi 
Belgium Belgian a Belgian 
Brazil Brazilian a Brazilian 
Britain British a Briton 
Canada Canadian a Canadian 
Chile Chilean a Chilean 
China Chinese a Chinese 

the Czech Czech a Czech 
Republic 

Denmark Danish a Dane 

Egypt Egyptian an Egyptian 


England English an Englishman or an Englishwoman 


Europe 
Finland 
France 
Germany 
Greece 
Hungary 
Iceland 
Iran 

Iraq 
Ireland 
Italy 
Japan 
Mexico 


Morocco 


The Netherlands 


New Zealand 


Norway 
Pakistan 


Peru 


European 
Finnish 
French 
German 
Greek 
Hungarian 
Icelandic 
Iranian 
Iraqi 

Irish 
Italian 
Japanese 
Mexican 
Moroccan 
Dutch 


New 


Zealand 
Norwegian 
Pakistani 


Peruvian 


a European 
a Finn 

a Frenchman or a Frenchwoman 
a German 

a Greek 

a Hungarian 

an Icelander 

an Iranian 

an Iraqi 

an Irishman or an Irishwoman 
an Italian 

a Japanese 

a Mexican 

a Moroccan 

a Dutchman or a Dutchwoman 


a New Zealander 


a Norwegian 
a Pakistani 


a Peruvian 


Poland Polish 
Portugal Portuguese 
Scotland Scottish 
Spain Spanish 
Sweden Swedish 
Switzerland Swiss 
Taiwan Taiwanese 
Turkey Turkish 
Vietnam Vietnamese 
Wales Welsh 


EXAMPLES 


Have you ever been to Peru? 


She was born in China. 


a Pole 


a Portuguese 


a Scot or a Scotsman or a 


Scotswoman 
a Spaniard 

a Swede 

a Swiss 

a Taiwanese 
a Turk 

a Vietnamese 


a Welshman or a Welshwoman 


Five Germans and twelve Spaniards were killed in the crash. 


Can you speak Welsh? 


He is fluent in Vietnamese. 


He is English. 


...a Mexican restaurant. 


...the French president. 


times and dates 


TELLING THE TIME 


Here are the most common ways of saying and writing the time. 


four o'clock nine o'clock twelve o'clock 
four nine twelve 
4.00 9.00 12.00 


four in the morning nine in the morning twelve in the morning 


4 a.m. 9 a.m. 12 a.m. 
midday 
noon 
four in the afternoon nine in the evening twelve at night 
4 p.m. 9 p.m. 12 p.m. 
midnight 


half past eleven 
eleven-thirty 


11.30 


quarter after twelve (American) 


twelve-fifteen twelve forty-five 


12.15 12.45 

quarter past twelve (British) quarter to one (British) 
two twenty-five seven-fifty 

2.25 7.50 

twenty-five past two (British)) ten to eight (British) 
WRITING DATES 


There are several different ways of writing a date. 


April 20 20 April 
April 20th 20th April 


(say “April twentieth” or “the twentieth of April”) 
If you want to give the year, you put it last. 
December 15th, 2012 

(say “December fifteenth, twenty twelve”) 


You can write a date in figures. In American English, you put the month 
first, then the day, then the year. In British English, you put the day first, 
then the month, then the year. 


In American English, December 15th, 2011 is: 


12/15/11 or 12.15.11 


In British English, December 15th, 2011 is: 


15/12/11 or 15.12.11 


EXAMPLES 


What time is it? — It's five o'clock. 


Excuse me, do you have the time? — Yes, it's eleven-thirty. 


The class starts at 11 a.m. and finishes at 1:30 p.m. 
We arrived at the airport just after nine. 

Pll meet you at seven forty-five. 

The new store opens on February 5th. 

I was born on June 15th, 1970. 

Date of birth: 6/15/1970. 


index 


A 


absent 
academic 
accelerate 
accelerator 
accessible 
accident 
accommodation 
accountant 
accounts 
ache 

acid 

acoustic 
acquaintance 
acrylic 

act 

actor 

actress 

ad 

add 


addition 


address 
adopt 
adult 
advert 
advertise 
advertising 
adverts 
aerial 
aerobics 
aeroplane 
afternoon 
age 

agent 

ago 
agriculture 
AIDS 

air 
aircraft 
airline 
airplane 
airport 
airsick 


air-traffic controller 


aisle 

à la carte 
alarm call 
alarm clock 
album 
alcoholic drink 
algebra 
allowance 
alphabet 
aluminium 
ambassador 
ambitious 
ambulance 
American football 
anchor 
anger 
angle 
angry 
animal 
animated 
ankle 
annoyed 


annual 


annual leave 
answer 

ant 

antenna 
antler 
anxious 
apartment 
appetizer 
apple 
appliance 
application 
apply for a job 
appointment 
apprentice 
approach 
apricot 
April 
aquarium 
architect 
area 

area code 
arithmetic 


armchair 


armed 
army 
arrest 
arrival 
arrivals 
arrive 

art 

artery 

art gallery 
article 
artist 

arts 

art school 
ash 
ashamed 
ask 

aspirin 
assassinate 
assault 
assemble 
assembly 
assembly line 
assignment 


astronaut 


astronomy 
asylum seeker 
athlete 

at home 
ATM 
atmosphere 
atom 
atomic 
attachment 
attendance 
at the moment 
attic 
attorney 
aubergine 
audience 
audition 
August 
aunt 

auntie 
author 
autumn 
average 
avocado 


ax 


baa 

baby 

baby boy 

baby girl 
bachelor 
bachelor's degree 
back 
background 
back light 

back something up 
bacon 

bad 

badminton 

bag 

baggage 
baggage claim 
baggage reclaim 
bake 

baked 

baker's 

balance 


balcony 


bald 

ball 
ballet 
ballpoint pen 
ban 
banana 
band 
bandage 
Band-aid 
bangs 
bank 
bank account 
banking 
bankrupt 
baptism 
baptize 
bar 
barbecue 
bar chart 
barcode 
bargain 
bar graph 
bark 


bar mitzvah 


barn 
barrier 
baseball 
basement 
basket 
basketball 
bat 

bath 
bathing suit 
bathroom 
bathtub 
bat mitzvah 
battery 
bay 

beach 
beak 
beans 
bear 
beard 
beat 
beautiful 
be born 
become 


bed and breakfast 
bedroom 
bee 
beech 
beef 
beer 
beet 
beetroot 
behave 
beige 

be ill 
bell 
bellhop 
belt 
beltway 
bench 
benefits 
be on a diet 
berry 

be sick 
bicycle 
big 

bike 


bike lane 


bike path 
bikini 

bill 

billfold 

bin 

binder 
biodegradable 
birch 

bird 

bird feeder 
Biro 

birth 
birthday 
biscuit 

bite 

black 
black-and-white 
Blackberry 
blackboard 
blade 
blanket 
bleed 
bleeding 
blender 


blind 

blinds 

blog 

blonde 

blood 
blossom 
blouse 

blow 

blow your nose 
blue 
blue-collar 
blunt 

blush 

board 
boarding card 
boarding pass 
boat 

body 

boil 

boiled 

bold 
Bollywood 
bolt 


bone 


bonnet 
bonus 
book 
bookcase 
bookshop 
bookstore 
boom 

boot 

boots 

boot up a computer 
border 
bored 
borrow 
boss 
botany 
bottle 
bottle bank 
bottle opener 
bottom 
boutique 
bowl 
boxing 
boxing ring 


box lunch 


box office 
boy 
boyfriend 
bra 
bracelet 
brain 

brake 
branch 
brand 

brass 
bravo! 
brazil nut 
bread 
breadwinner 
break 
break down 
breakdown 
break even 
breakfast 
break out 
break the law 
break up 
breast 


breathe 


brick 
bride 
bridge 
briefcase 


bright 


bring something to th 
broadband 
broadcast 
broccoli 

broil 

broiler 

bronze 
brother 
brother-in-law 
brown 

browse 
browser 
bruise 

brush 

bucket 

bud 

budget 

buffet 

bug 


build 

builder 
building 

bull 

bulldozer 
bulletin board 
bully 

bumper 
bureau de change 
burglar 
burglarize 
burglary 
burgle 

burn 

bury 

bus 

bush 

business 
business card 
business class 
business hours 
businessman 
businesswoman 


bus station 


bus stop 
busy 
butcher's 
butter 
buttercup 
butterfly 
button 
buy 


buzz 


C 
cabbage 


cabin 
cabin crew 
cable television 
café 119, 
cafeteria 
cage 

cake 

cake tin 
calculate 
calculator 
calendar 
calf 


call 


call center 
call someone back 
calm 

calm down 
camel 
camera 
campus 
canal 
cancel 
cancer 
candy 
candy store 
canned 
canoe 

can opener 
canvas 

cap 

capital 
capitalism 
capitalist 
capitals 
captain 


car 


caravan 
carbonated 
carbon dioxide 
carbon monoxide 
cardboard 
cardigan 
career 

carer 

caretaker 
cargo 

cargo hold 

car hire 

car park 
carpenter 
carpet 

car rental 
carrier bag 
carrot 

carry 

carry-on luggage 
cartoon 

carve 

cash 


cashew nut 


cashier 
cash machine 
cast 

caste 

castle 
casual 

cat 

catalog 
catch 
catch a cold 
catering 
caterpillar 
cathedral 
cauliflower 
cave 

CD 
CD-ROM 
ceasefire 
ceiling 
celebrate 
celebrity 
celery 

cell 


cellar 


cello 
cellphone 
cement 
cemetery 
central heating 
century 
cereal 
ceremony 
chain 

chair 
chalkboard 
chambermaid 
champion 
championship 
change 
change color 
change colour 
change gear 
change purse 
channel 
chapter 
character 


charge 


chart 

chat 

chat show 
cheap 

cheat 

check 
checkbook 
checked 
checked luggage 
checkered 

check in 
check-in 
checking account 
checkout 

check something in 
cheek 

cheerful 

cheese 

chef 

chemical 
chemist 
chemistry 
chemist s 


cheque 


cherry 

chest 

chestnut 

chest of drawers 
chicken 
chickenpox 
child 

chimney 

chin 

china 

chips 
chocolate 
choir 

chop 

chopped 
chopping board 
chopsticks 
chord 

chore 

chorus 
christening 
Christian name 
Christmas 


Christmas Day 


Christmas Eve 
church 

cider 

cinema 

circle 

circuit 
circular 
circumference 
circus 

citizen 

city 

civilian 

civil war 

clap 

clarinet 

class 

classic 
classical 
classical music 
classroom 
claw 

clay 

clean 


cleaner 


clerk 

click 

client 

cliff 

climate 
climate change 
climb 

clip 

clock 

close 

closed 
clothes 
clothing 
clothing industry 
clothing store 
cloud 

cloudy 

clutch 

coach 

coal 

coast 

coastal 

coat 


cockroach 


coconut 

cod 

coffee 

coffee maker 
coin 

cold 

collage 
collar 
colleague 
college 
colon 
column 
comb 
combine harvester 
comedian 
comedy 
comic book 
comma 
commerce 
commercial 
commercial break 
commit 
communism 


communist 


community 
commute 
company 
compartment 
compass 
competent 
competition 
complaint 
complexion 
compose 
composer 
compost 
compound 
computer 
concert 
conclusion 
concrete 
condom 
conduct 
conductor 
cone 
conference room 
confess 


confident 


connection 
conquer 
conservation 
conservatory 
construction 
consumer 
contract 
convict 

cook 

cooker 
cookie 

cool 

copper 

copy 
corkscrew 
corn 
corporate 
corporation 
corpse 
correct 
correction fluid 
cost 

costs 


costume 


cot 

cottage 
cotton 
cotton ball 
cotton wool 
cough 
council 
count 
country 
country music 
countryside 
couple 
courgette 
course 
coursework 
court 
courthouse 
cousin 
cover 
covering letter 
cover letter 
COW 
co-worker 


crab 


crash 
crawl 
cream 
credit 
credit card 
cremate 
crib 
cricket 
crime 
criminal 
crisis 
crisps 
crocodile 
crop 
crossbar 
crossroads 
crosswalk 
crouch 
crowd 
crowded 
cruise 
crutch 
cry 


crystal 


cube 
cucumber 
cultivate 
culture 

cup 
cupboard 
cure 

curious 

curly 
currency 
currency exchange 
current 
current account 
curry 

cursor 
curtain 
cushion 
custard 
customer 
customs 
customs duty 
cut 

cut and paste 


CV 


cycle 
cycle lane 
cycle path 
cycling 
cyclist 


cylinder 


D 
dad 


daffodil 
daily 
daisy 
damage 
dance 
dandelion 
dark 
darkness 
darts 
dashboard 
data 
database 
date 
daughter 
daughter-in-law 


dawn 


day 

day off 
dead 
deaf 

deal 
death 
debit card 
debt 
decade 
December 
deciduous 
decimal 
decimal point 
deck 
decorate 
decorator 
deer 
defend 
degree 
delay 
delete 
delicious 
deliver 


delivery 


democracy 
democratic 
denim 
dental floss 
dentist 
deodorant 
depart 
department 
department store 
departure 
departures 
deposit 
depressed 
design 
designer 
desk 
desktop 
dessert 
destination 
destroy 
detached house 
diagonal 
dial 


dialling code 


diameter 
diamond 
diarrhoea 
diary 
dictator 
dictionary 
die 

diesel 

diet 
difficult 
digit 

digital 
digital camera 
dilute 
dining car 
dining room 
dinner 
diploma 
direct 

direct debit 
direct deposit 
direction 
directions 


director 


directory enquiries 
dirty 

disability 
disabled 

disaster 

discount 
discriminate 
discrimination 
discussion section 
disgusting 

dish 

dishonest 

dish soap 
dishwasher 

disk 

disk drive 
dismiss 

dispose of something 
dissatisfied 
dissect 

dissolve 

distance 

distance learning 


district 


ditch 

dive 

divide 
division 
divorce 
divorced 
dock 

doctor 
document 
documentary 
dog 

do housework 
domestic 
donate 
donkey 

door 

doorbell 
doorstep 
dorms 

do the laundry 
do the shopping 
double room 


download 


downstairs 
downtown 
draft 

drama 

draw 

drawer 

draw the curtains 
dress 

dressing gown 
dress up 

drill 

drink 

drive 

driver 

driver's license 
driveway 
driving licence 
drop someone off 
drought 
drown 

drug 

drug dealer 
drum 


drummer 


dry 
dubbed 
duck 

due 

duet 
dump 
duration 
during the week 
dusk 
dust 
duster 
duty-free 
duvet 
DVD 
dyed 


E 

eagle 
ear 
earache 
early 
earn 
earring 
Earth 


easel 


east 

Easter 

easy 

eat 

e-book 
eco-friendly 
economic 
economy 
economy class 
editor 
education 
eel 

e88 
eggplant 
elastic 
elbow 
elect 
election 
electric 
electric car 
electrician 
electricity 
electronic 


element 


elementary school 
elephant 
elevator 

elm 

email 

email address 
embarrassed 
embassy 
emergency exit 
emperor 
empire 

employ 
employee 
employer 
employment 
encore! 
encyclopedia 
endangered species 
energy 
engaged 
engagement 
engine 
engineer 


engineering 


enjoy 

enjoy yourself 
enrol 

en-suite bathroom 
enthusiastic 
entrance 
envelope 
envious 
environmentally friendly 
epic 

equal 
equality 

ER 

eraser 
escalator 
escape 

essay 

estate 

estate agent 
e-ticket 
evaporate 
even 

evening 


evergreen 


every day 
every week 
evidence 
evolution 
evolve 

exam 
examination 
excited 
excitement 
exclamation mark 
exclamation point 
executive 
exercise 
exhaust fumes 
exhibition 
exit 

expand 

expel 
expenses 
expensive 
experiment 
export 
expression 


extension 


extinct 
eye 
eyebrow 
eyelash 
eyelid 


F 

fabric 

face 

face cream 
face powder 
facilities 
factory 
factory worker 
faculty 

fail 

faint 

fair 

fairy tale 
fall 

fall out 
false teeth 
family 

fan 


fare 


farm 
farmer 


farmyard 
fashion 
fashionable 
fast 

fast food 
fast-forward 
fast train 

fat 

father 
father-in-law 
Father's Day 
fault 

fax 

fax machine 
fear 

feather 
feature 
February 
feed 

feel 


feel better 


feeling 
feelings 
feel sick 
fence 
fender 
fern 

ferry 
fertilizer 
festival 
festivities 
feverish 
fiancé 
fiancée 
fiction 
field 
fieldwork 
fig 

figure 
file 

filing cabinet 
film 

film producer 


film star 


final 

finals 
financial 
fine 

finger 

fire 

fire engine 
fire escape 
firefighter 
fireplace 
fire station 
fireworks 
firm 

first aid kit 
first class 
first-class 
first name 
fir tree 
fish 
fisherman 
fishing 
fishmonger's 
fist 

fit 


fix 

fizzy 

flannel 
flashlight 

flat 

flat tire 

flat tire repair kit 
flat tyre 
flavor 
flavour 

flesh 
flexitime 
flight 

flight attendant 
flight number 
float 

flood 

floor 

florist's 

flour 

flower 

flu 

flute 


fog 

folder 

fold your arms 
folk music 
following 
font 

food 

food processor 
foot 

football 

force 
foreground 
forehead 
foreign 

forest 
forestry 

forge 
forget-me-not 
fork 

form 

formal 
format 
formula 


fortnight 


foster 
foul 

fox 

foyer 
fraction 
frame 
fraud 
freckles 
freelance 
freelancer 
free time 
freeze 
freezer 
freezing 
freight train 
fresh 
Friday 
fridge 
fried 
friend 
friendly 
fries 
frightened 


fringe 


frog 

front door 
front light 
frost 
frozen 
fruit 
frustrated 
fry 

frying pan 
fuel 

full house 
full stop 
full-time 
fumes 
funeral 
funny 

fur 
furious 
furnished 
furniture 
fuse 


future 


G 
gale 


gallop 
game 

game show 
gang 
garage 
garbage can 
garden 
garden bench 
garden center 
gardener 
gardening 
garlic 

gas 

gas pedal 
gas station 
gate 

gear 

gears 

gear shift 
gear stick 
gel 

gene 
generous 


genetics 


geometry 
germ 
gesture 

get better 
get changed 
get divorced 
get dressed 
get engaged 
get married 
get ready 
get undressed 
get up 

gift 

gift shop 
giraffe 

girl 
girlfriend 
give birth 
give way 
glad 

glass 

glasses 
global 


globalization 


global warming 
gloves 

glue 

goal 

goat 

go camping 

go home 

gold 

golf 

golf club 

golf course 
goods 

goods train 
goose 

go out of business 
go out with someone 
go red 

go shopping 

go sightseeing 
go to bed 

go to sleep 

go to work 
govern 


government 


grade 
graduate 
graduation 
grandchild 
granddaughter 
grandfather 
grandma 
grandmother 
grandpa 
grandparents 
grandson 
grant 
grapefruit 
grapes 

graph 
graphics 
grass 
grasshopper 
grated 
grateful 
grater 

grave 
gravity 
gravy 


gray 
graze 

green 
greengrocer's 
greenhouse 
greenhouse effect 
greeting card 
greetings card 
grey 

grill 

grocery store 
groom 
ground 
ground beef 
grounds 

grow 

growl 

growth 

grow up 
guest 

guest house 
guided tour 


guilt 


guilty 
guitar 
guitarist 
gun 

gym 
gymnasium 


gymnastics 


H 

habit 
habitat 
hacker 

hail 

hair 
hairdresser 
hairdryer 
hairspray 
hairstyle 
half 

half an hour 
halftime 
hall 

halls of residence 
ham 


hamburger 


hammer 
hand 
handbag 
handbrake 
handkerchief 
handle 
handlebars 
hand luggage 
handsome 
handwriting 
hang up 
Hanukkah 
happiness 
happy 
harbor 
harbour 
hard 

hard disk 
hard drive 
hardware 
harm 
harmful 
harmony 


harp 


harvest 

hat 

have a temperature 
have breakfast 
have dinner 
have lunch 
have your hair cut 
hay 

hazelnut 

head 

headache 

head light 
headlights 
headline 
health 

healthy 

hear 

heart 

heart attack 
heat 

heater 

heavy industry 
hedge 
hedgehog 


heel 
height 
helicopter 
helmet 
helpful 
hen 

herb 

hero 
heroine 
hexagon 
hibernate 
high heels 
highlighter 
high-speed 
highway 
hijack 
hike 

hill 

hip 
hippopotamus 
hire 

hit 
hitch-hike 


hob 

hobby 
hockey 

hoe 

hold 

hold something up 
hold the line 
holiday 

holly 
Hollywood 
home 
homeless 
home page 
homework 
homicide 
honest 
honesty 
honey 
honeymoon 
honors degree 
honours degree 
hood 

hoof 


horizon 
hormone 
horn 

horror movie 
horse 
horseback riding 
horse racing 
horse-riding 
hose 

hospital 
hospitality industry 
host 

hostage 

hot 

hot chocolate 
hotel 

hour 

house 
housewife 
housework 
housing 

hub 


human resources 


human rights 

humid 

hunger 

hungry 

hunt 

hunter 

hurricane 

hurt 

husband 
hydro-electric power 


hyphen 


I 

ice 

ice cream 
ice cube 
ice rink 
ice skating 
icon 

ID card 
identity 
ill 

illegal 
illness 


illustration 


immediately 
immigrant 
impatient 
import 

improve 

in a cast 

inbox 

income 
independence 
independent 
index 

indicator 
indoor 
industrial 
industrial sector 
industrial waste 
industry 
information 


information desk 


inherit 
inheritance 
injection 
injured 


ink 


ink cartridge 
inner tube 
innocent 

in plaster 

insect 

insecure 

in stock 
insurance 
insurance industry 
intelligence 
intelligent 
intercity train 
interest 
intermission 
international 
international call 
interval 
interview 

in the afternoon 
in the evening 
in the lead 

in the morning 
introduction 


in tune 


invade 
invent 
invention 
invest 
invigilate 
invigilator 
invitation 
invite 
iPod 

iron 
ironing board 
island 

IT 

italics 
itch 

J 

jacket 
jail 

jam 
janitor 
January 
jasmine 


jaw 


jazz 
jealous 
jeans 
jello 

jelly 
jellyfish 
jet lag 
jet ski 
jeweler's 
jeweller's 
jewellery 
jewelry 
job 
jogging 
journal 
journalist 
journey 
judge 
judo 

jug 

juice 
juicy 
July 


jumbo jet 


jump 
jumper 
June 


jury 


K 

kaftan 
kangaroo 
karaoke 
karate 
kayak 
kennel 
kettle 
key 
keyboard 
key card 
key ring 
key something in 
kick 
kidnap 
kidney 
kimono 
kind 
kindness 


king 


kingdom 
kitchen 
kitten 
knee 
kneel 
knickers 


knife 


L 
laboratory 
lace 
ladder 
ladle 
ladybird 
laid off 
lake 

lamb 
lamp 
lampshade 
land 
landfill 
landing 
landlady 
landline 


landlord 


landscape 
lane 
language 
laptop 
lasagna 
lasagne 
last 

last name 
late 

later 
launch 
Laundromat 
laundry 
laundry liquid 
law 

lawn 
lawnmower 
law school 
lawyer 

lay off 
layoffs 
layover 
lead 


leaf 


leaflet 
leafy 
leap year 
learn 
leather 
lecture 
lecturer 
leek 

left 


left-luggage offic 
leg 

legal 

legend 

leisure industry 
lemon 
lemonade 

lend 

length 

lens 

Lent 

lentils 

lesson 

let out 


letter 


letterbox 
lettuce 
librarian 
library 
license plate 
lie 

lie down 
lifebelt 


lifeboat 


lifeguard 

life preserver 
lifestyle 

lift 

light 

light bulb 
lighthouse 


light industry 
lightning 

lily 

line 

linen 

lion 

lips 

lipstick 


liquid 
literature 
litter 

live 

liver 

living room 


loaf 

loan 

lobster 

local 

local call 

lock 

locker 

log in 

logo 

log off 

lonely 

long 

look 

look after someone 
look like 

look something up 


lorry 


lose 

lose weight 

lost 

lost and found office 
loudly 

loving 

low-budget 
low-energy bulb 
luggage 

luggage label 
luggage rack 
luggage storage 
luggage storage office 
lunch 

lunchbox 

lunch break 

lung 

luxury 


lyrics 


M 
machine 
machinery 
magazine 


magnet 


maiden name 
mail 
mailbox 
mailman 
mail order 
mailwoman 
main course 
major 

make 

make a reservation 
make dinner 
make friends 
make money 
make up 
makeup 
mammal 
manage 
management 
manager 
mane 

mango 
man-made 
manual 


manufacture 


manufacturer 
manufacturing 
map 

marble 

March 
margarine 
marine 

mark 

market 
marketing 
market research 
marriage 
married 

marry 

marsh 

mash 

mashed 

mass production 
master's degree 
match 

material 
maternity leave 
math 


mathematical 


mathematics 


maths 
matinee 
mattress 
mature 

May 
mayonnaise 
meadow 
meal 

mean 
measles 
measure 
measurement 
meat 
mechanic 
medal 

media 
medical school 
medicine 
medium 
medium-sized 
meeting 
melody 


melon 


melt 

memory 
memory stick 
mend 

menu 

meow 
message 
metal 

miaow 
microphone 
microscope 
microwave 
microwave oven 
midday 
midnight 
mild 

milk 

mince 

miner 
mineral water 
minibar 
minimum wage 
mining 


minor 


minus 
minute 
mirror 
miserable 
miss 

mist 
mistake 
mixing bowl 
mobile 
mobile phone 
modem 
modern 
mole 
molecule 
mom 
moment 
monarchy 
Monday 
money 
monitor 
monk 
monkey 
monsoon 


month 


monthly 
monument 
moo 

mood 

moor 
morning 
mortgage 
mosque 
mosquito 
moth 

mother 
mother-in-law 
Mother's Day 
motorbike 
motorcycle 
motorway 
mountain 
mountain bike 
mouse 
mouse mat 
mouse pad 
moustache 
mouth 


mouthwash 


move 

move house 
movie 

movie star 
movie theater 
mow 

MP 

MP3 player 
mud 
mudguard 
mug 
multiplex cinema 
multiplication 
multiply 

mum 

murder 

murderer 

muscle 

museum 
mushroom 

music 

musical 

musical instrument 


musician 


mustache 


myth 


N 

nail 

nail file 
nail varnish 
name 
nanny 
napkin 
narrator 
nation 
national 
nationality 
natural 
natural sciences 
nature 
naughty 
navigate 
navy 

navy blue 
neck 
necklace 
nectarine 


needle 


negative 
neigh 
neighbor 
neighbour 
nephew 
nervous 
nest 

net 

network 
news 
newsagent's 
newspaper 
New Year's Day 
New Year's Eve 
next 

next door 
nice 
nickname 
niece 

night 
nightdress 


nod 


nonfiction 
non-smoking 
noodles 

noon 

north 

nose 

note 

notepad 
notice 
noticeboard 
novel 
novelist 
November 
now 
nowadays 
nuclear 
nuclear power 
nuclear waste 
number 
number plate 


numeral 


oar 
oblong 
oboe 
occasion 
occupation 
ocean 
octave 
October 
octopus 
odd 

off 

off by heart 
office 
offline 

off sick 

oil 

oil drilling 
oil paint 

oil painting 
ointment 


old 


old-age 
old-fashioned 
olive 

omelet 
omelette 

on board 
once 
on-demand 
one-way 
one-way street 
onion 

online 

online store 
only child 

on sale 

on the air 

on time 

on weekends 
open 

opera 
operating system 
operation 
operator 


opponent 


optician 
optimistic 
orange 
orchard 
orchestra 
orchid 
order 
organ 
organic 
organism 
organize 
ornament 
orphan 
Oscar 
ostrich 
outdoor 
out of stock 
out of tune 
output 

out sick 
outskirts 
oven 
overcrowded 


overgrown 


overhead projector 
overtake 

overtime 
overweight 

owe 

owl 

own 

owner 

oxygen 

oyster 


ozone layer 


P 

package 
packed lunch 
paddle 
padlock 
page 

pain 
painful 
paint 
paintbrush 
painter 
painting 


pajamas 


pale 

palm tree 
pan 
pancake 
panda 
panties 
pants 
pantyhose 
paper 
paperback 
paperclip 
parachute 
paragraph 
parallel 
parcel 
parents 
park 
parking lot 
parking meter 
parking space 
parliament 
parrot 
parsley 


part 


part-time 
party 
pass 
passenger 
pass out 
Passover 
passport 


password 


paternity leave 
path 

patient 

patio 

patriotic 

pattern 
pavement 

paw 

pay 

payment 

pay something in 


pay up 


PC 

PE 

peace 
peaceful 
peach 
peanut 
pear 

peas 
pebble 
pedal 
pedestrian 
pedestrian crossing 
peel 
peeler 

pen 

pencil 
penguin 
pension 
pentagon 
pepper 
percent 
percentage 
perform 


performance 


perfume 
perimeter 
period 
permanent 
personality 
pessimistic 
pet 

petal 

petrol 

petrol station 
PhD 


macy 


phone 

phone number 
photocopier 
photocopy 
photograph 
photographer 
photography 
physics 
pianist 

piano 

pick 


pick someone up 


picnic 
picture 

pie 

piece of music 
pie chart 
pig 

pill 

pilot 
pimple 
pine 
pineapple 
pink 

pip 

pit 

pitch 

pizza 
places of interest 
plagiarism 
plane 

plane crash 
planet 


plant 


plaster 
plastic 
plate 
platform 
play 

player 
playground 
playwright 
pleased 
pliers 

plot 

plough 
plug 

plug something in 
plum 
plumber 
plus 
poached 
pocket 
pocket money 
poem 

poet 
poetry 


point 


poison 
police 
police officer 
police station 
polite 
politics 
pollute 
pollution 
pond 

pony 

poor 

pop music 
poppy 
population 
porch 
pork 

port 
portable 
porter 
portrait 
positive 
post 
postage 


postcard 
postcode 
poster 
postman 
post office 
postwoman 
pot 

potato 
pottery 
poverty 
power 

PR 
practice 
practise 
pregnancy 
pregnant 
prepare 
preschool 
prescription 
present 
preserve 
president 
pretty 


price 


pride 

priest 

primary color 
primary colour 
primary school 
prime minister 
prime time 
primrose 
principal 

print 

printer 
printout 
prison 
prisoner 
private 

private school 
private sector 
processing 
procession 
proctor 
produce 
product 
production 


production line 


profession 
professional 
professor 
profit 
profitable 
program 
programmer 
promote 
promotion 
proof 
propeller 
property 
prospectus 
protect 
proud 

prove 
provide 
prune 

public 

public holiday 
publicity 
public school 
public sector 


publish 


publisher 

puddle 

pulse 

pump 

pumpkin 

pump up a tire 
pump up a tyre 
punctuation 
puncture 
puncture repair kit 
punish 

pupil 

puppy 

purple 

purr 

purse 

put on weight 
put something on 
put things away 
put up your hand 
pyjamas 


pyramid 


Q 
quack 


quality 

quarry 

quarter 

quarter of an hour 
quay 

queen 

question mark 
queue 

quiz show 
quotation 


quotation marks 


R 

rabbi 
rabbit 
race 
racetrack 
racket 
radar 
radiator 
radio 
radius 
railroad 
railroad crossing 


railway 


rain 

rain boots 
rainbow 
raindrop 
rainforest 
rainy 
raisin 

rake 
Ramadan 
rap 

rape 

rare 
raspberry 
rat 

rate 

rate of pay 
ratio 

raw 

raw materials 
razor 

read 
reading list 
reality TV 


realtor 


rear-view mirror 
receipt 
receiver 
reception 
receptionist 
recess 
recipe 
record 
recorder 
recruit 
recruitment 
rectangle 
rectangular 
recycle 
recycling 
red 

reduced 
redundancy 
redundant 
referee 
reference 
reflector 
refugee 


refund 


register 
registration number 
regret 

reign 

relative 

relaxed 

relief 

relieved 

remote control 
renewable energy 
rent 

repeat 

reply 

report 

republic 

research 

research and development 
reservation 
residence hall 
residential 

resign 

rest 

restaurant 


retailing 
retire 
retirement 
return 
review 
revise 
revolution 
reward 
rewind 
rhinoceros 
rhubarb 
rhyme 
rhythm 
rib 

rice 

rich 

ride 

right 

right angle 
ring 


ring road 


ringtone 
ripe 

rise 

river 

road 

road sign 
roam 

roar 

roast 

rob 

robbery 
rock 

rock and roll 
roll 

rolling pin 
romance 
rom-com 
roof 

roof rack 
room 

room number 
room service 
root 


rope 


rose 
rough 
roundabout 
round trip 
routine 
TOW 

row house 
rubber 
rubbish 
rude 

rug 

rugby 
ruins 
ruler 

run 
runway 
rural 

rush hour 


rusty 
S 


sad 
saddle 
safe 


sail 


sailing 
sailor 
salad 
salary 
sale 

sales 

sales clerk 
salesman 
sales representative 
sales tax 
saleswoman 
salmon 
salt 

salty 

sand 
sandals 
sandwich 
sandy 

sari 
satellite 
satin 
satisfied 
Saturday 


sauce 


saucepan 
saucer 
sausage 
save 
savings 
savings account 
savings and loan 
savory 
savoury 
Saw 
saxophone 
scaffolding 
scale 
scales 
scan 

scar 
Scarecrow 
scared 
scarf 
scene 
scenery 
schedule 
scholarship 


school 


schoolchildren 
school rules 
school uniform 
science 
science fiction 
scientific 
scientist 
Scissors 

score 

Scotch tape 
scrambled 
scratch 

screen 

screw 
screwdriver 
script 

scroll 
sculptor 
sculpture 

sea 

seafood 
seagull 

seal 


search 


seasick 
seaside 
season 
seasonal work 
season ticket 
Seat 

seat belt 
seaweed 
second 
secondary school 
second-class 
secondhand 
secretary 
security 

see 

seed 

selfish 

sell 

sellotape 
semester 
semicircle 
semicolon 
semi-detached house 


seminar 


send 

senior 
sensitive 
sentence 
separated 
September 
sequel 

series 

serious 

serve 

service 
service sector 
service station 
set 

set your alarm 
sewage 

S&H 

shade 

shady 


shake hands with someone 
shake your head 

shampoo 

shape 


share 


shareholder 
shark 
sharp 
shave 
shed 
sheet 
shelf 

shell 
shellfish 
shin 

shine 
shiny 

ship 
shipping 
shirt 
shocked 
shoelaces 
shoes 
shoe store 
shoot 
shop 

shop assistant 
shoplifter 
shopping 


shopping bag 
shopping cart 
shopping center 
shopping list 
shopping trolley 
shore 

short 

shorts 

shoulder 

shovel 

show 

shower 

shrub 

shutters 

sick 

sick leave 
side-view mirror 
sidewalk 

sieve 

sign 

signal 


signature 


silk 

silver 

SIM card 
sing 

singer 
single 
single man 
single parent 
single room 
single woman 
sink 

sister 
sister-in-law 
sit 

sitar 

sitcom 

sit down 
sitting room 
size 
skeleton 
sketch 

ski 

skid 


skiing 


skim 

skin 
skinny 
skirt 

skis 

sky 

slave 
sleeper 
sleep in 
sleeping car 
sleeve 
slice 

slim 

sling 
slippers 
slow down 
slow train 
small 
smart 
smart board 
smell 
smile 


smoking 


smooth 

snack 

snail 

snake 
sneakers 
sneeze 
snooker 
snort 

snout 

snow 
snowflake 
soap 

soap opera 
soccer 

social 
socialist 
social networking 
social sciences 
social worker 
socket 

socks 

sofa 

soft 


soft drink 


softly 
software 
soil 

solar panel 
solar power 
soldier 
sold out 
solid 

solo 
solution 
solve 

son 

song 
son-in-law 
soon 

sore 

sore throat 
soundtrack 
soup 

sour 

south 
spacecraft 
spade 
spaghetti 


spam 
spanner 
spare part 
spare room 
spatula 
special education 
special offer 
species 
specimen 
spectator 
speed 
speedboat 
speed camera 
speed limit 
speedometer 
speed up 
spell 

spend 

sphere 

spider 
spinach 

spine 

spite 


splinter 


split up 
spoke 
sponge 
spoon 
spoonful 
sport 
spot 
spotlight 
spotted 
spreadsheet 
spring 
sprinkler 
Spy 
square 
square root 
squash 
squirrel 
stable 
stadium 
staff 
stag 
stage 


stairs 


stale 

stalk 
stamp 
stand 
stand up 
stapler 
staples 
star 
starter 
start up 
state 
statement 
state school 
station 
station 
stationer's 
statue 
stay 

steak 
steal 
steamed 
steam engine 
steel 


steer 


stem 

step 
stepbrother 
stepdaughter 
stepfather 
stepladder 
stepmother 
stepsister 
stepson 
stereo 

stew 

still life 

stir 

stocks and shares 
stomach 
stomachache 
stone 

stool 

stop 
stopover 
store 


storey 


storm 

stormy 

story 

stove 

stove top 

straight 

straight ahead 

straw 

strawberry 

stray 

stream 

street 

stress 

stretch 

strike 

string 

striped 

student 

student 
accommodation 

student loan 

student union 

study 

stupid 


stupidity 
subcontract 
subject 
submarine 
subtitled 
subtitles 
subtract 
subtraction 
suburb 
suburban 
subway 
suffer 
sugar 

suit 
suitcase 
summary 
summer 
sun 
sunburn 
Sunday 
sunflower 
sunny 


sunrise 


suncream 
sunscreen 
sunset 
sunshine 
supermarket 
supervisor 
supplier 
supply 

surf 
surfboard 
surgeon 
surgery 
surname 
surprise 
surprised 
surveyor 
suspect 
suspicious 
sustainable 
swallow 
swan 
sweater 
sweaty 


sweep 


sweet 

sweetcorn 

sweets 

swim 

swimmer 

swimming 
swimming pool 
swimming trunks 
swimsuit 

switch 

switch something off 
switch something on 
syllabus 

synagogue 


synthetic 


T 

TA 

table 

tablecloth 

table of contents 
tablet 

tadpole 

tail 


tail light 


take a bath 

take a shower 

take off 

take-off 

take someone's 
temperature 

take something away 

take something off 

talk show 

tall 

tambourine 

tame 

tap 

tape measure 

tap water 

taste 

taxi rank 

taxi stand 

tea 

teach 

teacher 


team 


teapot 

tears 

teaspoon 

tea towel 
technical college 
technician 
teenager 
telephone 
television 
temp 
temperature 
temping agency 
temporary 
tenant 

tend 

tennis 

term 

terminal 
terraced house 
territory 
terrorism 
terrorist 

test 


test tube 


text 

textbook 

textile 

textile industry 
text message 
Thanksgiving 
thaw 

theater 

the dentist's 

the doctor's 

the environment 
theft 

the internet 

the middle class 
the movies 
theory 
thermometer 
thesaurus 

thesis 

the tube 

the underground 
the unemployed 
the upper class 


the web 


the working class 


the World Cup 

thief 

thigh 

thin 

thirst 

thirsty 

thorn 

thoughtful 

thoughtless 

thread 

three-/four-/five- etc. star 
thrifty 

thriller 

thriving 

throat 

throw 

throw something in the bin 
throw something in the garbage 
thunder 

thunderstorm 

Thursday 


ticket 


ticket collector 


ticket offic 
tide 

tidy things away 
tidy up 
tie 

tiger 

tight 
tights 

till 

timber 
time 

time off 
timer 
times 
timetable 
tin 

tinned 

tin opener 
tip 

tire 

tired 
tissue 


toad 

toast 
toaster 
today 

toe 

toilet 
toilet paper 
toiletries 
tomato 
tomorrow 
toner 
tongs 
tongue 
tool 
toolbox 
tooth 
toothbrush 
toothpaste 
top 

torch 
tornado 
tortoise 
touch 


tour 


tourism 

tourist 

tourist information 
office 

tournament 

tow 

towel 

tower 

town 

toy 

toy store 

track 

tractor 

trade 

trade union 

traffic 

traffic circle 

traffic jam 

traffic lights 

traffic warden 

tragedy 

trailer 

train 


trainers 


training 
train station 
translate 
translation 
transparent 
transport 
transportation 
trap 

trash 

trash can 
travel 

travel agency 
traveler 
traveller 
tray 

tray table 
treat 

tree 

trendy 

trial 
triangle 
triangular 
trip 

triplets 


trolley 
tropical 

trot 

trousers 
truck 
trumpet 
trunk 

try something on 
T-shirt 
tsunami 
Tuesday 
tuition fees 
tulip 
tumble-dryer 
tune 

tune in 
turban 
turkey 

turn 

turnip 
turnover 
turn signal 
turn something off 


turn something on 


turquoise 
tusk 
tutor 
tutorial 
TV 

twice 
twins 


twist 


ugly 

umbrella 
umpire 

uncle 
uncomfortable 
unconscious 
undergraduate 
underpants 
underwear 
unemployed 
unemployment 
unhappy 


uniform 


unit 

university 
unleaded gas 
unleaded petrol 
upset 

upstairs 

urban 

USB 

username 


use something up 


V 

vacation 
vacuum 
vacuum cleaner 
Valentine's Day 
valley 

valuable 

valve 

vandal 
vandalize 
varnish 

vase 


vegetable 


vegetarian 
vehicle 
vein 

velvet 
vending machine 
verse 

vest 

vet 

victim 
video 

view 
village 
vinegar 
violent 
violet 
violin 
virus 

viva 
vocabulary 
vocational course 
voice 
voicemail 
volleyball 


volt 


volume 
voluntary 
volunteer 
vomit 
vote 


voyage 


W 

wag 

wages 

waist 
waistcoat 
waiter 
waiting room 
waitress 
wake 

wake up 
wake-up call 
walk 

wall 

wallet 
wallpaper 
walnut 

war 


wardrobe 


washcloth 
washing machine 
washing-up liquid 
wasp 

watch 

water 

watercolor 
watercolour 
waterfall 
watering can 
watt 

wave 

wave at someone 
wavelength 

wax 

wealthy 

wear 

weather 

weather forecast 
web 

web address 
webcam 

website 


wedding 


wedding anniversary 
Wednesday 
weed 
weedkiller 
week 
weekday 
weekend 
weekly 
weeping willow 
weigh 
weight 

well 
well-behaved 
well done 
wellingtons 
west 

whale 

wheel 
wheelbarrow 
wheelchair 
whisk 
whisky 
whistle 


whiteboard 
white-collar 
widow 
widower 
width 

wife 

wild 
wildlife 
will 

win 

wind 
windmill 
window 
window box 
window shopping 
wind power 
windshield 
windsurfing 
wine 

wine list 
wing 


wing mirror 


winner 
winter 
wire 
wireless 
wish 
withdraw 
witness 
wolf 
wood 
wooden 
woods 
wool 
woolen 
word 
work 
working week 
workshop 
work something out 
world 
worm 
worried 
wound 
wounded 


wrapping paper 


wrench 
wrinkles 
wrist 
write 
writer 
writing 


writing paper 


X 
X-ray 
xylophone 


Y 
yacht 


yard 

year 
yellow 
yesterday 
yew 

yield 
yoghurt 
yogurt 
young 


youth hostel 


Z 


zebra 

zebra crossing 
zip 

zip code 
zipper 

ZOO 


zucchini 
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GEDDES & GROSSET 


Essential English Phrases 


ESSENTIAL ENGLISH PHRASES PROVIDES THE USER WITH A WIDE 
RAN GENRE OHMS ERflueAteABÉ MET pedidas wecli FROM aT ork ERAGE 
itat Hwides PPABAR COMA TIERLIONEASDHIt is NetsWwoRisimg Hhat 
BEAU LARIDH ASiBE RR NOWT pllaceelNóm AcomnhurEattor slolless TA heres mer 
BRABLABE, | mn áng TtKffesentSa AST OË dOMONUTICAtSORT SOE irwelve a 
Fabi d usc hanh Dot TASMANT With Tal lo ne eM BA BHU NATS BINGE 
toreMe RREli&shc KBtHreisoUReever, ENGKE MENTORO réative Gd cof. 
ER RQUAB Tani? text AS Ewhidite Tidiism so Norte ire Eh eH AGWPTREVENTS A 
PIEEseA tia. ROBHIsHR Pita SES Nal] Ube! NjSeTBP TO Ghé NBadeP eid! feY the 
writer. By browsing through this book many writers will find 
material with which to enrich their writing. The only problem is 
that they may be diverted from their writing to browse further, for 
this is a very browsable book. People with a general interest in 


language and no great desire to write will find it so as well. 


With the reader in mind, the dictionary gives the meaning of a 
host of idiomatic expressions in easily understood plain English. 
As an added dimension for the writer it includes example 
sentences (in italic type) showing the idioms in use. These 
examples capture the flavour of the expressions and indicate the 
contexts in which they are usually found. 

The example sentences will be particularly useful to learners of 
English as a foreign language as they provide a model for them 
to follow and prevent them from making mistakes. Understanding 
and reproducing idiomatic expressions is one of the most difficult 
aspects of mastering a foreign language, and this dictionary will 


help many learners avoid the pitfalls. 


Many idiomatic expressions in English have interesting origins. 
Sometimes these are lost in the mists of time and sometimes 
they are open to dispute but those that have been established 
have been included (within angle brackets). 

Locating words in a conventional English dictionary is 
comparatively easy. As long as you know roughly how to spell the 
word you can find it with reasonable ease. This is not the case in 
a dictionary of phrases or idioms. In an entry of several words it 
is not always obvious which word in the phrase the entry should 
come under. The first word is not necessarily the most important, 
and opinions can vary as to which word is the most important. 
For speed of reference we have added a good many cross- 
references to the text of Essential English For example, ‘lock the 
stable door after the horse has bolted' is under 'stable', and at 


‘lock’ and ‘horse’ there are cross-references to ‘stable’. 


Clarity and ease of reference are the keynotes of Essential 
English The language used in the definitions is easy to understand 
and the example sentences represent the language of everyday 
English. We hope that you will find the book both instructive and 


entertaining. 


WEBSTER'S WORD POWER 


Betty Kirkpatrick, a graduate of Edinburgh University, has a long 
career in reference publishing. She has edited Chambers Twentieth 
Century Dictionary, Roget’s Thesaurus, the concise edition of Brewer’s 
Phrase and Fable, and was language consultant to the Encarta 
World English Dictionary. She has compiled various other reference 
books, including the Oxford Paperback Thesaurus and the 


Bloomsbury Dictionary of Cliches. She acts as a consultant to the 


Bloomsbury Good Word Guide. Betty is author of an extensive list 
of publications on various aspects of the English language for 


learners of English. 


A 

first class, of the highest quality: The produce must be The firm 
has an A1 is the highest rating given to the condition of ships for 
Lloyd's Register, Lloyds of London being a major insurance 
company.» 

basic knowledge: The book sets out the ABC of 

easy as ABC very simple: Getting them to agree was as easy as 

A to Z thoroughly, comprehensively: They have studied the facts 
from A to 

aback 

aback surprised, disconcerted: She was taken aback when she 
discovered that he was her sailing ship was said to be taken aback 
when the sails were blown against the mast, causing the ship to 
stop suddenly.» 

above 

board open, honest and without trickery: His negotiations to get 
planning permission were all above cheats tend to keep their cards 
under the table, or board.» 

(someone's) head too difficult to understand: Computers are way 
above his 


suspicion too highly respected or thought to be too honourable to 


be suspected of doing wrong: The police must be above 

a bit above oneself to become very vain or conceited: Since his 
promotion he has got a bit above 

above one's weight see 


accident 


will happen things go wrong at some time in everyone's life: It's a 
pity he broke the vase, but accidents will 

chapter of accidents a series of misfortunes: Their holiday seems to 
have been a chapter of 

accord 

to one's lights in keeping with one's beliefs or attitudes: ! 
disapprove of his actions, but he acted according to his 

one's own accord of one's own free will, without being forced: He 
left his job of his own 

one accord together, in unison: With one accord the audience 
account 

all accounts in the opinion of most people: By all accounts he is 
not very 

a good account of oneself to do well: They didn't win the match, 
but they gave a good account of 

my or your or his or her, etc, account because of me, etc, for my, 
etc, sake: Don't leave early on my 

no account not for any reason whatsoever: He told his daughter on 
no account to accept a lift from a 

ace 

ace in the hole something kept in reserve for emergencies: The 
hostages were regarded by the terrorists as their ace in the the game 


of stud poker. 


one's ace to do something clever and unexpected which will bring 
you an advantage over others: The boss had just told Jenny yet 

again that he wanted her to do more work for less money when she 
played her ace and told him that she was leaving to go to another 
an ace of very close to: He came within an ace of winning the the 
game of dice, ace being the term for the side of a die with one 


spot.» 


Achilles 

heel the one weak spot in a person. The boy is a good student, 
but maths is his Achilles’ the legendary Greek hero, is said to have 
been dipped in the River Styx by his mother at birth to make him 
invulnerable but his heel, by which she was holding him, 
remained unprotected and he was killed by an arrow through his 
heel.» 

acid 

test a test that will prove or disprove something conclusively: He 
claims to be a good golfer but playing against the professional will be 
the acid the use of nitric acid to ascertain whether a metal was 
gold or not. If it was not gold the acid decomposed it.» 

acorn 

oaks from little acorns grow see 

acquaintance 

a nodding acquaintance with (someone or something) see 

acquire 

taste something that one comes to like gradually, often after an 
original dislike: To some people very dry wine is an acquired 


across 


the board applying to everyone or to all cases: The pay increase 
was across the 

one across on (someone) to deceive or trick (someone): ! really 
thought he was He certainly put one across on 

act 

of faith an action that demonstrates one's trust in someone or 
something: Lending the young man such a large sum of money was 
a real act of 


of God a happening, usually sudden and unexpected, for which no 


human can be held responsible: It is difficult to obtain insurance 


coverage against acts of God such as 


of war an act of violence or other hostile act for which only war 
is thought to be a suitable response: Invading Belgium was an act 
of 

up to behave badly, to act badly or wrongly: The child acts up 
whenever her father is The car is acting up 

(someone) in the act see 

class act someone who is exceptionally good at something: The 
new striker is a real class act and one of the best footballers we've 
ever had in the 

up one's act to begin behaving in a way that is more acceptable, 
after behaving badly or irresponsibly in some way: The pupils were 
told to clean up their act or they would be expelled from refers to 
an act by a comedian, etc, which is too vulgar or indecent to be 


acceptable to most audiences.» 


a vanishing/disappearing act to go away or go out of sight 
suddenly so that other people are unable to find you: Police called 
round at the suspect's house this morning but he had done a 
vanishing act sometime in the middle of the Jane was here a minute 
ago but she seems to have done a disappearing 

in on the act to become involved in some profitable or 
advantageous activity, especially an activity related to someone 
else's success: Now that her fashion business is making a profit. her 
sister wants to get in on the act and become a 

one’s act together to get organized: If you are hoping to pass the 
exams you had better get your act together and allow some time for 
hard act to follow to indicate that someone has been so good or 
successful at something that it will be difficult for anyone else to 
do it so well: | feel quite sorry for the head teacher who’s replacing 
Mrs Brown because she’s a very hard act to 


action 


stations indicates a state of preparedness for some activity: Action 
stations! The guests are beginning to positions taken up by soldiers 
in readiness for battle. 

a piece/slice of the action to be involved in something, get a share 
of something: He's setting up a new If you want a piece of the 
action you had better go and see him 

actress 

the actress said to the bishop an expression added to a seemingly 
ordinary statement to draw attention to its possible sexual double 
meaning: You can't have it both ways at once, as the actress said to 
the 

ad 


hoc for a particular (usually exclusive) purpose: This is an ad hoc 
It will not be an annual for "to this". 

infinitum without limit or end: This road seems to go on ad 

to speak without preparation, to improvise: | have forgotten my | 
shall have to ad “according to pleasure”.> 

nauseam to an excessive degree, seemingly endlessly: He talks ad 
nauseam about his “to sickness”.> 

Adam 

ale water: We have no beer or It will have to be Adam's 

to know (someone) from Adam not to recognize (someone): He 
said he was my neighbour's son, but | didn't know him from 

old Adam in us the sin or evil that is in everyone: | was surprised 
that he had an affair, but | suppose it was just the old Adam in to 
the biblical Adam.» 

add 

fuel to the fire to to make a difficult situation worse: Making 
excuses for being late will just add fuel to the 

insult to injury to make matters worse: Having given his first play a 


bad review, the critic added insult to injury by ignoring his next 


up to seem logical: No one understands why he left so It just 
doesn't add 
Adonis 


Adonis a very attractive young man: The advert for suntan lotion 
showed a bronzed Greek legend Adonis was a beautiful young man 
who was loved by Aphrodite, the goddess of love, and who was 
killed by a boar while hunting.» 

advantage 

the advantage of (someone) to recognize (someone) without oneself 
being recognized by that person: She looked in puzzlement at the 
woman who spoke to her and said, “I am afraid that you have the 
advantage of 

advantage of (someone) to exploit or make use of (someone) for 
one's own ends: The young mother takes advantage of her neighbour 
by asking her to babysit practically every 

advantage of (something) to make use of (something), to put 
(something) to good use: You should take advantage of that holiday 
advantage favourably, so that the good points are emphasized: She 
rarely wears dresses that show her figure to 

aegis 

the aegis of (someone) with the support or backing of (someone): 
The project is under the aegis of the local Greek legend aegis was 
the shield of the god Zeus.» 

after 

a fashion in a manner that is barely adequate: She cleaned the 
silver after a fashion, but it was not very 

something that happens after, or as a result of, an important, 
often disastrous, event: Housing was scarce in the aftermath of the 
"math" was a crop of grass and an "aftermath" was a second 


crop of grass mowed in the same season.» 


(someone's) own heart to one's liking; liked or admired by 
(someone): My son-in-law is a man after my own We are both avid 
football 

the fact after something, especially a crime, has taken place: His 
wife was an accessory after the 

against 

the clock in a hurry to get something done before a certain time: 
The staff are working against the clock to finish the order on 

up against it to be in a difficult or dangerous situation: The family 
have really been up against it since the father lost his 

age 


golden age a time of great achievement: The reign of Elizabeth 


Tudor is often regarded as a golden 

ripe old age to a very old age: Despite her injury she lived to a ripe 
old 

a certain age no longer young: Women of a certain age sometimes 
feel jealous of younger 

of age to reach the age when one is legally considered an adult 
(18 in Britain): The boy will receive his inheritance when he comes of 
age on his eighteenth 

age of consent the age someone must be before he or she can 
legally have sexual intercourse: She looks quite old but she is below 
the age of 

age under the legal age for something, too young: The teenagers 
won't be served at the They're under 


agenda 


hidden agenda things which someone secretly wants to achieve 
from a situation while pretending to have another goal: Sara says 
that she is doing a lot of campaigning so that Jack will be elected 
club president, but | think she has a hidden agenda — | think she 


wants to be elected president 


agony 

aunt/uncle a woman or man who gives advice on personal 
problems either in a newspaper or magazine column, or on 
television or radio: The battered wife wrote to the agony aunt in her 
local paper for 

column a newspaper or magazine column in which readers write 
in with their problems, which are answered by an agony aunt or 
uncle: She was responsible for the paper's agony a newspaper 
column containing advertisements for missing relatives and 
friends.» 

on the agony to make a difficult or unpleasant situation even 
worse or to make it seem worse: John failed his exams and his 
parents piled on the agony by saying it was all his fault for not 
studying 

ahead 

of the game in an advantageous position; in front of one's rivals: 
Their firm always seems to be ahead of the They keep getting most 
of the 

of time early, before the appointed time: It's as well to get to the 
theatre ahead of time if you want a good 


ahead of the game see 


ahead of (someone/ something) much better than (someone or 
something): His brother's golf is streets ahead of The local firm's 


furniture is streets ahead of the chain 
of the pack see 


aid 


and abet (someone) to help and encourage (someone), especially 
in something wrong or illegal: He was the thief but his sister aided 
and abetted She was aided and abetted by her legal term.» 

is (something) in aid of? what is (something) for? Why has 
(something) been done?: What are those labels in aid of? What's 


all this formality in aid of? 

air 

one's dirty linen in public to to discuss private or personal matters 
in public: When they were quarrelling in the restuarant, they really 
aired their dirty linen in public by making all those comments about 
their 

one's grievances to make public one's complaints: After suffering in 
silence for a long time, she suddenly aired her grievances about her 
place of 

the air to make a situation less tense: If you discuss your 
disagreement you will at least clear the 

air boasting; empty or meaningless words: He says he's going to 
climb Everest but it's just hot 

the air current; around; in circulation: There's hostility in the 

thin air seemingly into nowhere: One minute she was there, the 
next she had disappeared into thin 

the air on radio or television: The programme presenter was on the 
air when he lost his 

on airs to behave as though one were superior to others, to act 
in a conceited way: She's really put on airs since she got 

the air go for a walk or a drive in the fresh air: It's such a nice 


Let's take some 


in the air uncertain, undecided: She didn't get the job so her career 
plans are still up in the 


on air to be very happy: They've been walking on air since they got 


aisle 

rolling in the aisles see 

Aladdin 

cave a place full of valuable or desirable objects: The local toyshop 
is an Aladdin's cave to the the tale of Aladdin in the Arabian who 


gained access to such a cave.» 


alarm 

jalse alarm a warning about some danger or difficulty which does 
not happen: Someone told him that he might lose his job but it 
proved to be a false 

and excursions confused and noisy activity: There were alarums and 
excursions when they thought they heard a Shakespeare's history 
plays, the expression "alarms and excursions" was used as a stage 
direction calling for activity typical of the scene at the edge of a 
battle. 

alive 

and kicking in a good or healthy condition: His old mother is still 
alive and Some ancient New Year customs are alive and 

with full of, covered in: During the summer months the stately 
home was alive with 

all 

and sundry everybody, one and all: They invited all and sundry from 
the village to the 


ears listening intently: Tell me all the I’m all 


for (someone or something) completely in favour of (someone or 
something): I’m all for having an extra 

hours for long periods of time, from early in the morning until 
late at night: The shop is open all 

in exhausted: The marathon runners are all 


in a day's work see 


in all taking everything into consideration: We had some rain but 
all in all it was a good 

in one piece safely, undamaged: | was glad to see the children back 
all in one piece after their bike ride through the busy village 

out with as much effort as possible: He's going all out to win the 


over at an end: Their romance is all 


over bar the shouting at an end to all intents and purposes: There 
is no way the other competitors can overtake him It's all over bar 
the 

set ready to go, prepared: Now that everything is packed, we're all 
set for the 

all-dancing of a machine or system, very advanced with a great 
many modern features, sometimes not all necessary: The firm has 
just bought one of those all-singing, all-dancing computer systems, but 
a much simpler one would have originally of a stage show to 
indicate how lavish it was.» 


systems go see 
the best best wishes, good luck: All the best with your 


the rage see 

there having all one's faculties, alert and intelligent: She is not 
academically clever, but she's all there when it comes to dealing with 
told altogether, including everything or everyone: There were 20 cars 
and 60 people all 

all things to all men to try constantly to agree with or fit in with 
whomever one is with at the time: The young man seems to have 
no opinions of his own but is trying to be all things to all 


is all up with (someone) there is no hope left for (someone): It is 


all up with the He has been identified by an eye 

all fours on one's hands and knees: He got down on all fours to 
look for the contact lens under the 

alley 

cat a wild or promiscuous person: The woman he married is 
respectable now but she used to be a real alley 

alley an action or situation that cannot be advantageous: His 
present job is just a blind There's no hope of 


alliance 


unholy alliance used of an association or partnership between two 
people or organizations that have nothing in common and would 
not normally work together, especially when this association has a 
bad purpose: The government is facing defeat because of an unholy 
alliance between the extreme right and the extreme left of the 


allowance 


allowances for (someone) to expect a less high standard from 
(someone) because of particular circumstances: The teacher should 
make allowances for the pupil as he has been 

alma mater 

—one's old university, college or school: They are going to a 
reunion at their alma “bountiful mother". 

alpha 

and omega the beginning and the end: We witnessed the alpha and 
omega of their first and last letters of the Greek alphabet.» 

also 

an unsuccessful person: He will never get He's an horse-racing 
term for a horse that is not one of the first three horses in a 
race.» 

altar 

sacrificed on the altar of (something) to be destroyed or suffer 
harm or damage so that something can be achieved or prosper: 
We all felt that the daughters in the family were sacrificed on the 
altar of the son's expensive 

alter 

ego a person who is very close or dear to someone: The girl next 
door is our daughter's alter They're never "other self". 

alternative 

medicine the treatment of diseases or disorders that uses 
techniques other than those of conventional medicine, including 


homeopathy, osteopathy, acupuncture, aromatherapy, etc: She is 


reluctant to take drugs and is turning to alternative medicine for 
herbal 


no alternative to be forced to take a certain course of action 
because it is the only possible one: He does not wish to resign but 
after his quarrel with management he has no 

altogether 

the altogether in the nude: You can't answer the door—you're in the 
Amazon 

—a very strong or well-built woman: He expected the women's 
rugby team to be Greek legend the Amazons were a race of 
female warriors.» 

American 

American as apple pie typical of the traditional American way of 
life or culture: Rod thinks that having a gun in the house to defend 
oneself is as American as apple 

American dream the hope of achieving success and prosperity 
through hard work, from the dreams which immigrants had when 
they landed in America to start a new life: Bill was full of the 
American dream when he started his own gardening business, but he 
went bankrupt because of the 

amiss 

(something) amiss to take offence or be upset at (something): They 
took it amiss that they were not invited to the wedding although 
they could not have gone to 

angel 

angel of mercy a person who gives help and comfort, especially 
one who appears unexpectedly: When he collapsed in the street an 


unknown angel of mercy took him to 


visits visits that are rare and short but very pleasant: Her son lives 


far away but he pays his mother a series of angels’ 


fallen angel a person who had formerly a good reputation for 
being virtuous or successful but no longer does so: Everyone 
admired the local MP but after he was involved in a financial 
scandal he became rather a fallen 

an angel unawares to meet and talk to someone whose worth or 
fame one is unaware of: The winner of the literary prize was at the 
party but we were entertaining an angel No one told us who he 

the side of the angels supporting or agreeing with what is regarded 
as being the good or the right side: The teacher has to pretend to 
be on the side of the angels and support his colleagues although he 
has some sympathy with the 

rush in where angels fear to tread see 

like an angel to write well and movingly: | cannot wait for her next 
She writes like an the term referred to handwriting rather than to 
style of writing, being derived from the name of Angelo Vergece, 
who was a famous 16th-century calligrapher at the court of Francis 
| of France.> 

anger 

in sorrow than in anger see 

angry 

young man a person who expresses angry dissatisfaction with 
established social, political and intellectual values: Justin's politically 
provocative paintings showed him to be the angry young man of his 
term applied to British dramatist, John Osborne, author of the 
play Look Back in 


answer 
all the answers to have all the information that is required to deal 
successfully with a situation, especially when one is conceited 
about this: She won't listen to any She acts as if she knows all the 
to take no for an answer to urge very strongly that one's request, 


invitation or suggestion is accepted: Of course you must stay and 


have | won't take no for an 

answer to a maiden's prayer exactly what one desires and is 
looking for: She's found the perfect job—the answer to a maiden's 
answer to a maiden's prayer was once thought to be an eligible 
bachelor.» 

ant 

ants in one's pants to be restless or agitated: She's got ants in her 
pants waiting to hear the results of the 

ante 

or raise the ante to increase the amount of money required or 
offered for something: If you want to buy that house you'll have to 
up the to increasing the money one bets in a game of cards, the 
other player having to match this amount in order to stay in the 
game.» 

any 


guess something which no one can be certain about: How they 


make their money is anybody's 

day whatever the circumstances: | would rather read a book than 
watch television any 

old how in an untidy and careless way: The books in the bookcase 


were arranged any old 


but not at all, the complete opposite: He doesn't dislike her — 
anything 

goes any kind of behaviour, dress, etc, is acceptable: It’s not a 
formal party — anything 

anything very much, hard, fast, energetically, etc: He tried like 
anything to get a 

apart 

poles or worlds apart to be completely different: They are poles 


apart in their attitudes to bringing up 


(someone) apart to scold or criticize (someone) severely: Your 
mother will take you apart if you break the 

ape 

ape to become extremely angry or excited: Fred's father went ape 
when he heard that he had crashed his 

apology 

apology for (something) a very poor example of (something): The 
restaurant served us up an apology for a 

appearance 

or to all appearances judging only from what can be seen: 
Apparently they are going to divorce but to all appearances they 
made the perfect 

up appearances to behave in public in such a way as to hide what 
is going on in private: He has lost his job but he keeps up 
appearances by leaving the house at his usual time every 

in an appearance at (something) to attend a meeting, function, etc, 
especially for a short time or because it is one's duty to do so: 
All the teachers are expected to put in an appearance at the school's 


annual 


apple 


American as apple pie see 

bed a bed made up, as a practical joke, in such a way that it is 
impossible to get into: She was so tired that she didn't notice that 
the children had made her an apple-pie 

apple-pie order with everything tidy and correctly arranged: She 
always leaves the office files in apple-pie French nappe "folded linen", 
linen neatly laid out. 

and oranges two things which are completely different and so 
should not be compared: Public services like the health service and 


private companies are apples and oranges when it comes to judging 


their the impossibility of comparing two such dissimilar fruits as 
apples and oranges.» 

apple a person who is bad or unsatisfactory and will have a bad 
influence on others: The class is mostly well-behaved, but there are 
one or two rotten apples who cause 

apple of (someone's) eye a favourite, a person who is greatly loved 
by (someone): There are five girls in the family but the only boy is 
the apple of his father's refers to the pupil of the eye.» 

the apple-cart to spoil plans or arrangements: The teenagers were 
going to have a party but their parents upset the apple-cart by 
coming home the practice of selling fruit from carts in street 
markets.» 

apron 

especially one's mother or wife: He's so tied to his mother's apron- 
strings that | cannot see him getting 


ark 


something out of the ark very old-fashioned looking: She wears 
clothes that are like something out of the Noah's ark in the Bible.» 
arm 

to the hilt or teeth to provided with all the equipment that one 
could possibly need: The enemy soldiers were armed to the The 
tourists were armed to the teeth with guide books and 

shot in the arm see 

up in arms to protest angrily: The residents are up in arms about 
the proposed shopping 

one's arm to take a risk: You're really chancing your arm by asking 
for more time We're so 

an arm and a leg to cost a great deal of money: His new car 


must have cost him an arm and a 


one's right arm for (something) to to be willing to go to any 
lengths to get something: He'd give his right arm to get a job as a 
(someone) at arm's length to avoid becoming too close to or too 
friendly with someone: As the boss he has to keep everyone at arm's 
length or he risks being accused of 

down ones arms to stop fighting or opposing: We lost our appeal 
against the new Now we will just have to lay down our military 
reference to soldiers laying down their weapons or arms when 
they surrender. 

long arm of the law to the power or authority of the police: The 
crook thought he had got away with the bank robbery, but the long 


arm of the law caught up with him as he was leaving the 


the arm on (someone) to try to force someone to do what you 
want: The other kids are afraid of Len and he puts the arm on 


them to give him 


arm chief source of help and support: His secretary is his right 
arm, and he can't cope without 

up arms to become actively involved in a quarrel or dispute: The 
whole village took up arms when the post office was threatened with 
military reference to soldiers taking up weapons or arms to go 
into battle.» 


(someone's) arm to force (someone) to do (something), to 


persuade (someone) to do (something): If you want to get him to 
cut the grass you'll have to twist his arm—he hates doing | don't 
really want another drink but you could twist my 

one arm tied behind one's back very easily: She could beat him at 
tennis with one arm tied behind her 

open arms welcomingly: They will receive your offer of help with 
open 


armour 


in (someone's) armour a weak or vulnerable spot in someone who 
is otherwise very strong and difficult to get through to or attack: 
The old man is very stern but his granddaughter has found the chink 
in his The Opposition are always trying to find a chink in the 
government's knight in armour could be injured only through a 


flaw or opening (chink) in his protective armour.> 


in shining armour a person who it is hoped will save a situation 
or come to one's aid: A knight in shining armour helped her to 
change the wheel of her medieval legends in which knights in 
armour came to the aid of damsels in distress.» 

around 

been around (1) to have had a lot of experience of life: She's not 
as innocent as she She's been around a (2) to have been alive: He 
said that he had been around so long he could remember Queen 
arrow 

straight arrow a person who is completely honest, moral and 
trustworthy: You can trust Bert to pay back the money which you 


lent him; he's a straight 


art 
(something) down to a fine art see 
Arthur 


to know if one is Arthur or Martha to be very confused because 
one has too much to do: ! had all the family to stay for Christmas 
and had so much cooking and organizing to do that | didn't know 
whether | was Arthur or 

article 

genuine article used to emphasize that something is real and not 
a copy: Mark thought that the gold watch he'd bought was the 
genuine article, but the watchmaker said that it was a 


ashes 


over the ashes to discuss things that are past, especially things 
that are best forgotten: There's no point in raking over the ashes of 
their They're divorced, and that's 


from the ashes to to develop and flourish out of ruin and 
destruction: The firm had to close last year but a new one has risen 
from the Greek legend the phoenix, a mythical bird, would after a 
certain number of years of life set fire to itself and then be 
reborn from its ashes.» 

and ashes see 

Ashes the trophy, originally mythical, contended for in the cricket 
test matches between Britain and Australia: The winner of the 
Ashes will be decided by the third test England was beaten by 
Australia in 1882 the Sporting Times published a humorous epitaph 
on English cricket saying, "The body will be cremated and the 
ashes taken back to Australia". 

ask 

for the moon see 

asking for it to behave in such a way as to invite something 
unpleasant, such as a beating: You shouldn't have hit that young 
man even if he was asking for it by making nasty 

(someone's) for the asking for something to be available to 
someone without payment: | don’t want any money for the They're 
yours for the 

attendance 

attendance on (someone) to stay close to (someone) in order to 
carry out all his or her wishes and so gain favour: The new girl in 
the office has all the men dancing attendance on 

auld for 

lang syne times that are past, especially times remembered with 


fondness: The two men who had been at school together were 


enjoying a drink for auld lang Scots phrase meaning "old long 


since". 


aunt 

Sally a person or thing that is being subjected to general abuse, 
mockery and criticism: Whenever people are angry about the high 
cost of living they treat the government like an Aunt Aunt Sally at a 
fair was a wooden model of a woman's head, mounted on a pole, 
at which people threw sticks or balls in order to win a prize.» 
automatic 

on automatic pilot see 

avail 

no avail of no use, without effect: All our efforts to revive him were 
of no 

no avail without success: We tried to dissuade her from leaving but 
to no 

avoid 

(someone or something) like the plague see 

awakening 

a rude awakening suddenly to become aware that a situation is 
not as good or pleasant as one thinks it is: The young couple 
thought, when they married, that two could live as cheaply as one 
but they soon had a rude 

away 


away with (someone or something) to get rid of something, to 


abolish something: They've done away with all the old 
away from it all to escape from the problems of daily life, usually 
by taking a holiday: He's going to a small island in Scotland to get 


away from it 


away with you! | don't believe you!: Get away with you! You can't 


have seen a 


one that got away a chance of success which one either did not 
or could not take advantage of at the time but which one always 
remembers: He talks frequently of his first girlfriend as the one that 
got to a supposedly large fish which an angler fails to catch but 
about which he tells many stories.» 

axe 

the axe to be dismissed: With so few orders some of the workers 
are bound to get the 

an axe hanging over one to be threatened with some difficulty or 
danger, often with the loss of one's job: The landlord is thinking of 
selling this flat and so we have an axe hanging over us at the 


an axe to grind to have a personal, often selfish, reason for being 


involved in something: She is being very kind to her old uncle but 
she has an axe to She hopes he will leave her some money in his a 
story told by Benjamin Franklin, the American politician, about 
how a man had once asked him in his boyhood to demonstrate 
the working of his father's grindstone and had sharpened his own 


axe on it while it was working.» 


babe 

in arms an inexperienced or naive person: He'll never succeed in 
He's just a babe in 

in the wood people who are naive, inexperienced and too trusting: 
Tim and Joe tried to set up their own music business in the city but 
they were babes in the woods and let themselves be 

of the mouths of babes and sucklings see 

baby 

(someone's) baby to be the responsibility or special interest of 
someone: lm not getting involved with organizing the school trip; 
that's Mr Smart's 

left holding the baby to be left to cope with a difficult situation 
that has been abandoned by the person who is really responsible 
for it: They were meant to be organizing the birthday party but | 
was left holding the 

out the baby with the bath water accidentally to get rid of 
something desirable or essential when trying to get rid of 
undesirable or unnecessary things: We must try to salvage some of 
the best of the old methods when we Let's not throw out the baby 
with the bath 

the baby's head to have a drink to celebrate the birth of a baby: 
Peter and his wife have just has a baby and we're taking him down 
to the pub to wet the baby's 

back 

the back of (something) responsible for something, usually 
something bad: You should have guessed that he was at the back of 


the smear 


compliment a supposed compliment that sounds more like 
criticism: It’s a backhanded compliment for him to tell the girl that 
she is as attractive as her mother since he thoroughly dislikes her 
number a person or thing that is no longer of importance or use: 
He used to be a famous comedian but he is a back number to an 
out-of-date or back copy of a newspaper or magazine.» 

doing favours for someone so that he or she will return the 
favour: A lot of backscratching goes on in the financial 

driver (1) a passenger in a car who gives unasked-for and 
unwanted advice: His mother doesn't drive but she's a real backseat 
driver who's always shouting out directions when she's in the (2) a 
person who is not directly involved in some activity but who 
offers unwanted advice: It's his wife who's our accountant but he's a 
backseat driver who tells us what to do about our tax 

to the drawing board it will be necessary to start again on a 
project or activity: Our holiday tour's been cancelled, so it's back to 
the drawing to the board on which plans of buildings, etc, are 
drawn before being built. 

to the grindstone back to work: Now that we've finished lunch, it's 
back to the 

an isolated place unaffected by what is happening in the world 
outside: How can he bear to live in such a backwater where nothing 


ever happens? 


someone's back without the knowledge or permission of the person 
concerned: She married him behind her father's 

over backwards to to go to great trouble: We bent over backwards 
to be nice to the shy new 

one's back to put in a great deal of effort: The salesman really 
broke his back to get that 

the back of (something) to complete the largest or most difficult 
part: He hasn't finished the essay but at least he's broken the back 


of 

one's back to do something now which will protect from future 
blame or criticism: My boss denied emailing me a memo telling me 
to destroy the correspondence but, fortunately, | had covered my back 
and kept a copy of the 

on one's back ill in bed: He's been flat on his back since the 

off (someone's) back to stop harassing or bothering (someone): The 
teacher should get off Tom's back or he'll leave 

one's own back to take one's revenge: He is determined to get his 
own back on the person who damaged his 

one's back or eye teeth see 

back a long way see 

a monkey on your back see 

(someone or something) at one's back have (someone or 
something) as a help or support: Although she is a single parent 


she manages very well thanks to having her parents at her 


one's back to the wall to be in a very difficult or desperate 
situation: They had their backs to the wall so they had no choice 
but to accept his being pursued has to face his or her pursuers or 
be captured when a wall prevents retreat.» 

a broad back to be able to deal with a great deal of responsibility 
or with a great many problems: The manager must think l've got a 
broad back because he's always giving me other people's work to do 
as well as my 

(something) backwards or like the back of one's hand to know all 
there is to know about (something): The professor knows his subject 
(someone or something) like the back of one's hand to know 
(someone or something) very well indeed: She can always tell 
when her husband is She knows him like the back of her hand. 

in my backyard (often abbreviated to "Nimby") used to indicate 


that someone does not want something which may be unpleasant 


or dangerous in some way to be located anywhere near where 
he/she lives, even although this may be something which is useful 
to others or to society: Jane said, “I have no objection, in principle, 
to the council building a new unit for young offenders, but not in my 
one's back into (something) to put the greatest possible effort into 
(something): They're really putting their backs into their new 
(someone's) back up to annoy (someone): My friend always puts my 
back up when she's cat's back arches up when it is angry.» 

the back of (someone or something) to get rid of (someone or 
something), not to see (someone or something) again: He'll be 
glad to see the back of his 


a back seat to take an unimportant or minor role: The older 
children have taken a back seat with the arrival of the new 

through the back of one's head to to talk nonsense: If she said that 
he's married she's talking through the back of her 

back of beyond a very remote place: We hardly ever visit them 
because they live in the back of 

one's back on (someone or something) to ignore (someone or 
something) and refuse to offer assistance or be involved: Jeff has 
become a drug addict and his whole family have turned their backs 
on 

your back to be careful in case someone is trying to harm you or 
cause trouble for you: Now that Pam has joined your department 
you should watch your back; she's very ambitious and ruthless and 
would love to have your 

(someone's) back is turned when (someone) is either not present or 
is not noticing what is happening: The children steal money from 
their mother's purse when her back is 

bacon 

home the bacon (1) to earn money to support one's family: She 


regards her husband just as someone who brings home the (2) to 


succeed in doing (something): Mending the table's a difficult task 
but that carpenter will bring home the from the winning of a 
greased pig as a prize at a country fair.» 

(someone's) bacon to save someone from a danger or difficulty: If 
you hadn't saved my bacon by giving me a lift | would have been 


bad 


egg a worthless or law-breaking person: Her husband was a bad 
egg who ended up in 

off without much money: They're too badly off to go on 

to the bad to become immoral or criminal: Her parents are afraid 
of her coming to the city in case she goes to the 

it bad/have got it bad to be very much in love with someone: 
Mick has a new girlfriend and he's really got it bad; he can't 
concentrate on his 

a bad patch to to encounter difficulties or a difficult period: You've 
hit a bad patch but things will 

bad odour in disfavour: He's been in bad odour with her parents 
since he brought her home 

(someone's) bad or black books to out of favour with (someone): 
They're in the teacher's bad books for being to an account book 
where bad debts are noted.» 

half bad quite good, very good: This cake's not half 

bad unfortunate: It's too bad you have to leave 

a bad grace in an unwilling and bad-tempered way: They eventually 
came with us but with a bad 

bag 

and baggage al one’s belongings, or equipment: They had to get 
out of the house bag and baggage when the new tenant 

lady a homeless woman who carries all her belongings with her in 
shopping bags: During the recession more and more bag ladies 


appeared on the 


of bones a person or animal who is extremely thin: The overworked 
donkey was a bag of 

of nerves a very nervous or anxious person: She worries about She's 
just a bag of 

of tricks the equipment necessary to do something: The joiner 
arrived with his bag of tricks to start work on her new kitchen 

punch one's way out of a paper bag to be totally lacking in ability 
or power: He won't succeed in He couldn't punch his way out of a 
paper 

fight/find/organize, etc, one’s way out of a paper bag. see 


the bag certain to be obtained: He came home from his interview 


thinking the job was in the bag but unfortunately he was the bag 
used in hunting to carry what one has shot or caught.» 

the cat out of the bag see 

bag a very varied mixture: This new set of pupils is a mixed 

one's bags to leave somewhere, sometimes suddenly: The athlete 
was found guilty of cheating for taking performance-enhancing drugs 
and was told to pack her 

bait 

to the bait to do what someone has been trying to get one to 
do: She knew that he was trying to get her to lose her temper but 
she refused to rise to the to fish rising to the surface to get the 


bait on an angler's line. 


the bait to accept completely an offer, proposal, etc, that has been 
made purely to tempt one: They swallowed the bait and took the 
money from the company without realizing that they had actually 
sold their houses to above.» 

baker 

dozen thirteen: His cousins made up a baker's the former custom of 


bakers adding an extra bun or loaf to a dozen in order to be 


sure of not giving short weight. 

balance 

the balance undecided, uncertain: The fate of the old building is in 
the balance although we have worked hard to preserve balance is a 
pair of hanging scales.» 

balance considering everything: There are good points on each side 
but on balance | think the older man is the better 

a balance to reach an acceptable compromise: Try to strike a 
balance between going out every night and never going out at 
(someone) off balance to cause (someone) to be disconcerted or 
confused: The lecturer was thrown off balance by some of the 
questions from the 

the balance to exert an influence which, although slight, is enough 
to alter the outcome of something: There was very little to choose 
between the candidates but one of them lived locally, which tipped 
the 

bald 

as a coot extremely bald. coot is a bird with a spot of white 


feathers on its head.» 


a ball to have a very enjoyable time: The children had a ball at 
the birthday 

ball and chain someone or something that restricts your freedom 
to do what you want: James doesn't seem to care at all about his 
elderly parents, but regards them as a ball and chain which prevents 
him from moving away from were once shackled by a ball and 
chain.» 

whole new ball game to used to emphasize how much a situation 
has changed: Your father doesn't realize how much the computer 
business has changed since he went into it, but it's a whole new ball 


game 


in the right ballpark to be reasonably close to the amount which is 
required or wanted: The price which you mention is lower than the 
price which | want for the property but it's in the right 

the ball to make a mistake or fail to do something: The export 
manager said that the French firm would definitely place an order 
with us, but he dropped the ball during the negotiations and the deal 
is 

the ball at one's feet to be in a position to be successful: The 
young graduate thought he had the ball at his feet when he got his 
football.> 

the ball alert, quick-witted, attentive to what is going on around 
one: If he had been on the ball he would have sold his shares to a 
football player who watches the ball carefully in order to be 


prepared if it comes to him.> 


up/take the ball and run with it to take an idea, project, etc, which 
someone else has started and try to make it successful: Your 
predecessor began research on this new drug before she left; now it’s 
up to you to pick up the ball and run with 

ball to act in accordance with someone else’s wishes: We had 
hoped that he would play ball and leave 

ball with (someone) to cooperate with (someone): He’s decided to 
play ball with the police and tell them all he 

or start the ball rolling to start off an activity of some kind, often 
a discussion: Now that we are all present for the staff meeting 
perhaps someone will set the ball 


ball is in (someone's) court see 


whole ball of wax to (especially American English) used to 
emphasize that you are referring to absolutely all of something: 
He didn't want just part of the firm; he wanted the whole ball of 
ballistic 


ballistic suddenly to become extremely angry: The children's mother 
went ballistic when she saw their torn 

balloon 

down like a lead balloon of a suggestion, idea, joke, etc, to be 
very badly received: The idea that we should have a street party to 
celebrate the new millennium went down like a lead 

the balloon goes up when something serious, usually something 
that is expected and feared, happens: The real trouble-makers had 
run away before the balloon went up and the headmaster discovered 
the broken balloons sent up to undertake military observation in 
World War |, signifying that action was about to start.» 


banana 


bananas to go mad, to get extremely angry: Her mother will go 
bananas if she comes home 

on a banana skin to do something that causes one humiliation or 
public embarrassment: The politician thought that her speech was 
going very well until she slipped on a banana skin and got the name 
of the town often show people literally slipping on banana skins.» 
band 

one-man band an organization which is run by one person only: 
There's a local garage where you might get your car fixed, but it's a 
one-man an entertainer who plays several musical instruments at 
once.» 

on the bandwagon to show an interest in, or become involved in, 
something simply because it is fashionable or financially 
advantageous: When blue denim became popular a lot of 
manufacturers jumped on the to a brightly coloured wagon for 
carrying the band at the head of a procession.» 

as though one has stepped out of a bandbox looking very neat and 
elegant: Even after the long journey she still looked as though she 


had stepped out of a to a lightweight box formerly used for 
holding small articles of clothing such as hats.» 

beat the band see 

bang 

goes (something) that puts a sudden end to (something): | have 
extra work to do, so bang goes my 

one's head against a brick wall to to do (something) in vain: You're 
banging your head against a brick wall if you try to get him to 
change his 


on exactly, precisely: He was bang on 

with a bang to be very successful: The jumble sale went with a 
bang—we made a lot of 

bank 

the bank to leave (oneself or someone) without any money: If he 
buys a cup of coffee it won't exactly break the gambling terms, to 
win all the money that a casino is prepared to pay out in one 
night.» 

baptism 

of fire a first, usually difficult or unpleasant, experience of 
something: She had a real baptism of fire when she had to 
represent her new company at an international Christian baptism.» 
bar 

bars in prison: The victim's family want to see the accused behind 
bare 

one's soul to tell (someone) one's private feelings or thoughts: She 
bared her soul to her best friend after the break-up of her 

bare bones of (something) the essential and basic details of 
(something): Tell me the bare bones of the 

one's bare hands using one's hands rather than tools or weapons: 
He tried to dig the dog's grave with his own 

bargain 


more than one bargained for to encounter more difficulty than one 
had expected or was prepared for: Jill thought that she would 
defeat the young tennis player easily, but she got more than she 


bargained for and won by a very narrow 


the bargain in addition, as well: We bought their house and their 
car into the 

a hard bargain to try to get a deal that is very favourable to 
oneself: We're going to refuse his offer to buy the firm because he's 
trying to drive too hard a 

a bargain to reach a settlement or agreement: They struck a 
bargain that one firm would do the production work and the other 
the 

barge 

touch (someone or something) with a bargepole to wish to have 
absolutely no contact with (someone or something): I’m not 
considering him for the job—1 wouldn't touch him with a 

bark 


up the wrong tree to have the wrong idea or impression about 


(something), to approach (something) in the wrong way: You are 
barking up the wrong tree if you're asking Timothy Johnson for help 
because he is notoriously raccoon-hunting, in which dogs were used 
to locate trees that had raccoons in them.» 

bark is worse than his or her bite a person is not as dangerous or 
as harmful as he or she appears to be: His father shouts a lot but 
his bark is worse than his He never hits his to a barking dog that 
is often quite friendly.» 


barrel 


(someone) over a barrel to get (someone) into such a position that 
one can get him or her to do anything that one wants: Since she 


owes the landlord a lot of money he has her over a holding 


someone over a barrel of boiling oil, etc, where the alternatives 
for the victim are to agree to demands or be dropped in the 
barrel.» 

shooting fish in a barrel see 

the (bottom of the) barrel to to have to use someone or 
something of poor or inferior quality because that is all that is 
available: They are really scraping the bottom of the barrel if they 
have appointed him to the job since he has absolutely no to the fact 
that people will only scrape out the bottom of an empty barrel if 
they have no more full ones.» 

both barrels forcefully and fiercely: The local newspaper criticized the 
new play with both barrels so I’m not surprised that the audience 
numbers are to the two barrels of a shotgun.» 

base 

to or make or reach first base to complete the important first 
stage of a process: He has some good ideas but none of his 
projects ever gets to first baseball, to complete the first section of a 
run.» 

base with (someone) to be in contact with (someone), to talk to 
someone: Julie and James are at university in different towns and 
they only manage to touch base when they're both home for 

to bat for (someone) to offer someone help or support: Grace has 
been wrongly accused of cheating by the teacher and we should all 
go in to bat for 


to bat an eyelid see 


one's own bat by oneself, without the help or permission of 
anyone else: Her mother didn't tell her to write to She did it off her 
own the game of cricket.» 

a straight bat to to act in an honest and fair way: You can rely on 
Will to divide the winnings equally among us; he always plays a 


straight 


as_a_bat having very poor eyesight: Her aunt can’t look up the 
number in the telephone directory since she's blind as a to the fact 
that bats live their lives in darkness.» 

a bat out of hell very quickly: When he saw the police he ran away 
like a bat out of 

bate 

bated breath anxiously: They waited with bated breath for the results 
of the 

battle 

half the battle used to indicate that an important or difficult part 
of something is over and that the rest will be easier: Greg has 
admitted that he has a drink problem and that's half the 

battle lines are drawn used to indicate that two sides which are 
opposed to each other for some reason are ready to begin the 
fight, argument, competition, etc and that their aims have been 
declared and made clear: Two people are standing for election as 
local councillor and the battle lines have been 

a losing battle to keep trying to achieve something, although with 


no chance of success: The protesters against the new road are 


fighting a losing 


running battle an argument or fight which has lasted for a long 


time: The local residents have been having a running battle with the 
council for years over the parking restrictions in their 

the battle, but lose the war to to get some of the things which 
you wanted from an argument, discussion, etc, but to lose your 
most important goal: The workers feel that their union 
representatives won the battle but lost the war when they accepted 
the management's offer of a few better working conditions but no 
increase in 


bay 


(someone or something) at bay to keep (someone or something) 
from coming too close: She tries to keep her inquisitive neighbours 
at 

for blood see 

be 

be-all and end-all the most important aim or purpose: Making a 
lot of money is the be-all and end-all of her Shakespeare's Act 1, 
scene vii.» 

beam 

in the beam wide in the hips or buttocks: She really is too broad 
in the beam to wear those of a ship to mean wide in relation to 
its length.» 

beam (1) on the wrong course: The police are looking for the 
criminal in the wrong place—they are way off (2) inaccurate: The 
results of your calculations are completely off the radio beam that is 


used to bring aircraft to land in poor visibility. 


one's beam ends very short of money: Neither of them can get a 
job and they're now on their beam a nautical term used to 
describe a ship lying on its side and in danger of capsizing 
completely.» 

bean 

of beans very lively, in good spirits: She was ill and depressed but 
now she's full of beans after her referring to a horse fed on beans, 
a high-energy food.» 

how many beans make five to be experienced in the ways of the 
world: The new barmaid will be able to cope with the difficult She 
knows how many beans make 

have a bean to have no money whatsoever: The rent is due and 
they haven't a bean between 

know beans about (something) to know nothing whatsoever about 


(something): He's bought a pub but he knows beans about running 


a 

to amount to a hill of beans to be of very little worth or 
significance: The opinion of the local people won't amount to a hill 
of beans compared with the needs of big 

amount to a row of beans same as not amount to a hill of beans 
to 

the beans to reveal a secret or confidential information: His mother 
asked him not to tell anyone her age, but he spilled the beans to his 
down on (someone) to come towards (someone) in a determined 
and often threatening way: The child saw his angry mother bearing 
down on him waving the letter from the 

fruit to produce results: Our fashion ideas are beginning to bear 


fruit—Wwe've sold a lot more clothes and made a profit this 


in mind to remember: Bear in mind that Monday is a public 
(something) out to confirm (something): The evidence at the scene 
of the crime bore out the witnesses’ account of the 

up to keep cheerful or strong under strain or stress: | know you've 
a lot of worries but you must try to bear 

and bear it see 

a cross to bear see 


garden a noisy, rowdy place: With all those kids around, their house 


is a bear referred to a public place used for bear-baiting, in which 
dogs were made to attack bears and get them angry, for public 
amusement. 

a bear with a sore head extremely bad-tempered: When the boss has 
a hangover he's like a bear with a sore 

beard 

the lion in its den to confront or face (someone) openly and 
boldly: If you want to get a rise you'll have to go the boss's office 
and beard the lion in his 


beast 


nature of the beast see 


beat 

about the bush to approach (something) in an indirect way: If you 
want her to leave, tell her Don't beat about the game-bird hunting, 
bushes are beaten to make the birds appear.» 

a (hasty) retreat to run away: The boys beat a hasty retreat when 
they saw the orders, such as "retreat", used to be conveyed by a 


series of different drum signals.» 


(someone) hollow to defeat (someone) soundly: He beat his father 
hollow at 

it to run away: When the old man saw the children in his garden 
he told them to beat 

the drum to try to attract public attention: They're beating the drum 
for their new perfume at the noise of a drum makes people stop 
and listen.» 

the pants off (someone) see 

(someone) to it to succeed in doing something before someone 
else can: He was going to pay the restaurant bill but his friend beat 
him to 


(someone) to the punch see 
you can't beat them or 'em, join them or 'em if you cannot 


persuade other people to think and act like you, the most 
sensible course of action is for you to begin to think and act like 
them: Go on, take the money from the After all, if you can’t beat 
‘em, join 

the beaten track in an isolated position, away from towns or cities: 
She likes to live somewhere quiet that is off the beaten 


stick to beat (someone) with see 


some or a lot of beating to be of such high quality that it is 
difficult to improve on: His performance will take some The food at 


that restaurant takes a lot of 


beat the band with great force or vigour: The child is yelling to 
beat the to a sound that is louder than that produced by a 
band.» 


missing a beat without hesitating or reacting to something 
surprising, unexpectedly difficult, etc: The first exam was a great 
deal harder than Jess thought it would be, but without missing a 
beat she went on to sit the rest of 

beauty 

is in the eye of the beholder different people have different ideas of 
what is beautiful: Beauty is certainly in the eye of the He said his 
new wife is wildly attractive, but to me she's quite 

is only skin deep people have more important qualities than how 
they look: Beauty is only skin His sister may be very pretty but she 
is also very 


beaver 


beaver a very enthusiastic and hard-working person: The new 
employee is a real eager beaver who works late every 

like a beaver to work very industriously and enthusiastically: They're 
working like beavers to decorate the are small animals that build 
dams, etc, with great speed and skill. 

beck 

(someone's) beck and call having to be always available to carry out 
(someone's) orders or wishes: She isn't as much of an invalid as 
she makes out—she just likes having everyone in the house at her 
beck and is a form of “beckon”.> 

bed 

of nails or thorns a very unpleasant or difficult situation: His early 
life in the slums was an absolute bed of 


of roses an easy, comfortable or happy situation: He says that being 


a travel writer is not a bed of 


into bed with (someone) to start working closely or cooperating 
with (someone): Their organization should support the Conservatives 
but | hear they've got into bed with 

out of bed on the wrong side to start the day in a very bad- 


tempered mood: The boss is criticizing He must have got out of bed 


on the wrong side 

(something) to bed to complete (something), to finish dealing with 
(something): The discussions have proved very successful and we can 
now put the agreement to used of getting a newspaper ready for 
printing.» 

bee 

a bee in one's bonnet to have an idea that one cannot stop 
thinking or talking about, to have an obsession: The old lady has 
got a bee in her bonnet about going on a cruise but she is not fit 
to bee trapped under one's hat cannot escape.» 

bee a person who is very active and industrious: Her mother's such 
a busy bee that she never seems to are reputed to be very hard- 
working creatures.» 

a beeline for (someone or something) to go directly and quickly to 
(someone or something): The children made a beeline for the table 
where the food are reputed to fly back to their hives in straight 
lines.» 

birds and the bees see 

one or someone is the bee's knees to consider oneself or someone 
else to be very special and important: She think she's the bee's 
knees because her uncle is the 

beer 

all beer and skittles not consisting just of pleasant or enjoyable 
things: He's discovered that being a travel courier is definitely not all 


beer and 


beer something unimportant: His present job is very small beer 
compared with his last 

beetroot 

beetroot to blush deeply: The girl went beetroot when he paid her a 
before 

one can say Jack Robinson very rapidly, in an instant: The waiter 
brought the food before we could say Jack 

one knows where one is very quickly, before one can grasp the 
situation: Before we knew where we were he had booked the tickets 
for the 

the flood a very long time ago: They've known each other since 
before the to the flood described in the Bible in Genesis 7:9.» 
beg 

description to be such that words cannot describe it: The richness 
of the furnishings beggars Shakespeare's Antony and Act 2, scene 
ii. 

the question in an argument, to take for granted the very point 
that requires to be proved; to fail to deal effectively with the point 
being discussed: Politicians are noted for their ability to beg the 
a-begging unclaimed or unsold: At the end of the sale several 
articles were going 


bell 


the cat to be the person in a group who undertakes something 
dangerous for the good of the group: Someone has to bell the cat 
and tell the boss that we want more to a story about some mice 
who wanted to put a bell on the neck of the cat so that they 
would hear it coming and who needed a volunteer to do this.» 
a bell to bring back vague memories: His name rings a bell but | 


can’t think where I’ve heard 


by the bell rescued from an unpleasant situation by something 
suddenly bringing that situation to an end: The teacher asked him 
for his homework, which he hadn't He was saved by the bell when 
she was called out of the classroom by the head the bell that marks 
the end of a round in boxing.» 

belly 

belly-up to fail, to go bankrupt: The firm's gone belly-up and we've 
all lost our 

a bellyful of (something) to have too much of (something) so that 
you are bored with it: I’ve had a bellyful of Meg's complaints; it's 
your turn to listen to her 

belt 

the belt unfair: To refer in public to the fact that his father was in 
prison was below the boxing, a blow below the belt is against the 
rules.» 

and braces used to describe extra precautions taken to make sure 
that all is well: Alec has got several people standing by just in case 
he can't drive us to the station tomorrow morning; he always takes a 
belt and braces approach to 

(something) under one's belt to have already done or achieved 
something worthwhile: You should get your degree under your belt 
before you start looking for acting roles and then you'll always be 
able to get a 


one's belt to reduce one's expenditure: In the recession most firms 
had to tighten their have to be tightened if one loses weight—in 
this case from spending less on food.» 

one's belt achieved or accomplished: We've got 200 miles under our 
bend 

over backwards see 


(someone's) ear see 


bended knee very humbly or earnestly: On bended knee | ask you 
not to sack 

the bend mad: The children are driving their father round the bed 
with their 

berth 

(someone) a wide berth to keep well away from (someone): Give 
that man a wide He looks to a ship that keeps a good distance 
away from other ships.» 

beside 

beside oneself to be in a state of great emotion: The child was 
beside himself with joy at receiving the 

the point not directly concerned with the issue being discussed: 
She has to stay The fact that she wants to go abroad is beside the 
best 


one's level best to to try as hard as one can: We'll do our level best 


to get there on 
the best of both worlds to to benefit from the advantages of two 
sets of circumstances: She thinks she has the best of both worlds by 


working at She earns some money but can look after the children 


one's best foot forward to make the best attempt possible: If you 
want to pass the exam you had better put your best foot 

best part of (something) most of (something), nearly all of 
(something): They spent the best part of £3000 on plane 

the best of them as well as other people who are more 
experienced, better qualified, etc: She has only been skating for a 
short time but already she can skate with the best of 

the best will in the world to no matter how much one wants to 
do something: With the best will in the world | couldn't get there in 
bet 

bets are off used to indicate that it is impossible to predict what 
might happen in a particular situation: A few months ago it was 
thought that the government would easily be re-elected with an 
increased majority, but in the middle of the present financial crisis all 
bets are 

one's bets to try to protect oneself from possible loss, failure, 
disappointment, etc: We decided to hedge our bets and book seats 
for both performances in case we missed the first to the laying off of 
a bet by taking out smaller bets with other lenders to avoid being 
unable to pay out on the original larger bet.» 

better 

off (1) happier: She says that she's better off without her (2) richer: 
Her husband's family is much better off than 

one better than (someone) to improve on something that someone 
has done: She won three prizes but her sister went one better and 


won 


the better of (someone) to overcome or defeat (someone): His son 
always gets the better of him at 
seen better days to be no longer new or fresh: This coat has seen 


better | need a new 


better part of (something) a large part of (something), most of 
(something): They stayed for the better part of four 

better of (something) to reconsider (something), to change one's 
mind about (something): They should think better of buying such an 
expensive house when money is 

between 

Scylla and Charybdis see 


beyond 


compare unrivalled, without equal: The queen's beauty was beyond 


one's ken see 

the pale beyond normal or acceptable limits: When he drinks too 
much his behaviour is completely beyond the Pale was an area in 
Ireland governed by England in the 16th century.» 

bide 

one's time to wait for a suitable opportunity: They haven't given up 
their plan to climb the They're biding their time until the weather 
bicycle 

a fish needs a bicycle see 

big 


big fish in a small pond a person who seems better, more 


important, etc, than he or she actually is, because he or she 
operates in a small, limited area: In the village school he was a big 
fish in a small pond, but when he went to a large city school he 
was just an ordinary 

big of (someone) to be generous of (someone): It was big of them 
to give us a day's 

Big Apple New York: He's excited about flying to the Big 


Brother see 


guns the most important people in an organization: The big guns 


are having a board 


the big time to to be become extremely successful and famous: 
He hoped one day to hit the big time, but he spent all his life 
singing in local 


big picture see 


Big Smoke London: They would hate to live in the Big 

bill 

clean bill of health verification that someone is well and fit: The 
footballer has been given a clean bill of health after treatment for his 


were given clean bills of health and allowed to sail when it was 
certified that no one aboard had an infectious disease.» 

the bill to be exactly what is required: They're looking for peace and 
At last they've found a cottage that fits the originally to a handbill 
or public notice.» 

the bill to pay for something, usually something expensive: He had 


to foot the bill for the repairs to his own car and the other 


the bill to be the most important performer in a show: A world- 
famous pianist topped the theatrical advertising bills or posters the 
star performer's name is at the top.» 

bird 

bird in the hand is worth two in the bush something that one 
already has is much more valuable than things that one might or 
might not acquire: Keep that old car. It has never let you down and 
a bird in the hand is worth two in the bird in the bush might fly 
away.» 

bird of passage a person who never stays in one place for long: 
We'd like Rob to stay with the firm, but he's a bird of passage and 
he's already talking of moving to another 

little bird told me | found out by a means which | do not wish to 
reveal: A little bird told me that she is having a 

of a feather flock together people who share the same interests, 
ideas, etc, usually form friendships. Football fans are like birds of a 


feather, they flock 

like a bird to eat very small amounts of food: Mary is so afraid of 
putting on weight that she eats like a bird and is very 

(someone) the bird of an audience, to express disapproval of a 
performer by hissing or booing so that he or she leaves the 
stage: The comic was so bad that they gave him the bird after five 
the resemblance of the noise of the audience to the hissing of 
geese.> 

like a bird to go very well or very easily: The car goes like a bird 
with the new 

two birds with one stone to fulfil two purposes with one action: By 
spending the weekend there we were able to kill two birds with one 


We did some business and we were able to visit my 


for the birds acceptable only to people who are not very clever, 
fashionable, etc: You can't tell me the moon is made of green 
cheese. That's strictly for the 

birds and the bees the basic facts of human sexual behaviour and 
reproduction: The mother explained to her young daughter about the 
birds and the 

early bird catches the worm a person who arrives early or acts 
promptly is in a position to gain advantage over others: It was a 
case of the early bird catches the worm when she was first in line on 
the first day of the shop's 

biscuit 

the biscuit to be much worse than anything that has happened so 
far: He is always rude but his latest insults take the 

bit 

bit on the side a person with whom someone is having a sexual 
relationship, even although he/she is already married or has a 
regular partner: Helen's not only Frank's secretary, but his bit on the 


side 


at the bit very impatient: The children are champing at the bit to 
open their horse chews at its bit when it is impatient.» 

the bit between one's teeth to act on one's own and cease to 
follow other people's instructions or advice: He dismissed his 
advisers, took the bit between his teeth and ruled the country on his 
to a horse escaping from the control of its rider by holding the 
bit between its teeth.» 

bite 


off more than one can chew to try to do more than one can 
comfortably do: When she took over the running of both firms she 
bit off more than she could 

the bullet to do something unpleasant but unavoidable with 
courage: He can't afford to take a reduction in salary but he's just 
going to have to bite the bullet and agree to 

the dust to die or cease to operate or function: The society bit the 
dust for lack of 

the hand that feeds one to treat badly someone who is trying to 
help: He got the girl her first job but she won't even speak to him 
now—a real case of biting the hand that feeds 

more than one bite at the cherry to have more than one 
opportunity to succeed at something: You can always take the 
exam You have more than one bite at the 

biter bit used to indicate a situation in which someone who has 
tried to harm or do wrong to someone has suffered in some way 
as a consequence of this action: Fred tried to get Tim into trouble 
with the boss by telling him that Tim had been late that morning, 
but it was a case of the biter bit; the boss realized that Fred was 
leaving work 

bitter 

bitter pill to swallow something unpleasant or difficult that one has 


to accept: When he got engaged to someone else it was a bitter pill 


for her to 

the bitter end right to the very end, however unpleasant that is: 
We had to stay at the boring concert to the bitter bitt is a post on 
a ship's deck for tying cable or rope to and the part of the cable 
fastened round it is the bitter end. When the cable is let out to 


the bitter end, no further adjustment is possible.» 


black 

black as one is painted as bad as everyone says one is: She can be 
very helpful, not nearly as black as she is 

sheep a member of a family or group who is not up to the 
standard of the rest of the group: They never talk about the 
youngest son. He was the black sheep of the 

black and white in writing or in print: We must have the details of 
the agreement in black and 

the black showing a profit, not in debt: His bank account is rarely 
in the the use of black ink to make entries on the credit side of 
a ledger.> 

pot calling the kettle black see 

blank 

cheque permission to do exactly what one wants: The manager has 
been given a blank cheque in the reorganization of the to a cheque 
made out to someone with the amount left blank.» 

a blank to fail to find out anything after much searching or 
research. 

blanket 

the wrong side of the blanket illegitimate: The prince fathered many 
children who were born on the wrong side of the 

blanket a dull person who makes other people feel depressed: We 
were all enjoying the party until the host's girlfriend started asking 


everyone to She's such a wet 


blast 


blast from the past someone or something that you have known in 
the past and is seen, heard about or suddenly brought to mind, 
bringing memories of that period: | met my first boyfriend in the 
street yesterday; he's been abroad for years and so it was a real blast 
from the 

blaze 

all guns blazing see 

bleed 

red ink see 

blessing 

blessing in disguise something that turns out to advantage after at 
first seeming unfortunate: Getting the sack was a blessing in He got 
a much better job after 

mixed blessing something that has disadvantages as well as 
advantages: Renting out one of their rooms was a mixed The extra 
income was useful but it interfered with their 

blind 

alley see 

as a bat see 

(someone) with science see 

blind to do something without enough information and without 
guidance: I’ve been asked to organize the annual charity ball, but 
I'm flying blind because | can’t find any information about the 
previous 

blind to insist that one is telling the truth about something: The 
police questioned Jack about the stolen car but he swore blind that 


he knew nothing about 


blind leading the blind referring to a situation in which the person 


who is in charge of others knows as little as they do: He's 


supposed to be a skiing instructor but he's only a beginner It's an 
obvious case of the blind leading the 

block 

new kid on the block see 

blood 

blood hostile feelings: There has been bad blood between the two 


for (someone's) blood to demand that someone is punished or held 


responsible for something: The tabloids think that the police should 
have caught the murderer by now and they are baying for 

a rush of blood to the head see 

cold blood deliberately and calmly: She killed her husband in cold 
blood, showing no emotion for what was a carefully planned 

getting blood out of a stone very difficult, almost impossible: 
Getting him to say anything is like getting blood out of a 


blood new members of an organization: Most of the members of 


the club are old and it desperately needs some new 

blood to put a great deal of effort into something: She sweated 
blood to save the 

blow 


away the cobwebs see 
hot and cold to keep changing one's mind or attitude: Sometimes 
he's friendly, sometimes he's He keeps blowing hot and 


over to cease and be forgotten: Their disagreement soon blew 


one's own trumpet to boast about one's achievements: We're tired 
of her blowing her own trumpet since she won the 

one's stack see 

(someone) out of the water see 

smoke in (someone's) face see 

the gaff to tell something secret, often something illegal, to 
someone, often the police: He blew the gaff on his neighbour who 


was later arrested for dealing from "gaff", meaning mouth.» 


the whistle on (someone) to reveal or report someone's wrongdoing 
so that it will be stopped: He blew the whistle on his manager for 
his bullying the practice of blowing a whistle to indicate a foul in 
some ball games.» 

which way the wind blows to to wait and find out how a situation 
is developing before making a decision: He's going to wait and see 
which way the wind blows before asking for sailing. 

blue 

boy a person who is someone's favourite: The young clerk will soon 
be He's the manager's blue-eyed 

an educated, intellectual woman: He calls any intelligent woman a 
a group of women in the 18th century who met in London to 
discuss intellectual and philosophical issues and some of whom 
wore blue stockings.» 


in a blue moon to hardly ever: Once in a blue moon he sends her 


of the blue without warning: The news of his death came out of the 
blue murder see 

a blue streak see 

bluff 

(someone's) bluff to make (someone) prove that what he or she 
says is true is really genuine: He kept telling his colleagues that he 
wanted to leave until the boss called his bluff and asked him if he 
really wanted to to poker, the card game.» 

board 

board see 

the board see 

by the board to be abandoned: His dreams of going to university 
have gone by the board with the death of his board here is a ship's 
board or side, and to go by the board literally was to vanish 


overboard.» 


the board to win all the prizes: The young tennis player has swept 
the board at all the local board referred to is the surface on which 
card games are played and on which the bets are placed.» 

boat 

one's boats to to do something that makes it impossible to go 
back to one's previous position: You've sold your house, given up 
your job, you'll have to go You've burned your 

the same boat in the same situation: Both of them are in the same 


boat—they're both single 


the boat to fail to take advantage of a opportunity: The application 
forms had to be in yesterday —so you've missed the 

the boat out to spend money in an extravagant way in order to 
celebrate something in a lavish way: George really pushed the boat 
out for his daughter's wedding 

the boat to do something to endanger or spoil a comfortable or 
happy situation: You have a good job here—so don't rock the boat 
by calling a 

boil 

the pot boiling see 

bolt 

bolt from the blue something very sudden and unexpected: His 
transfer to another branch was a bolt from the 

one's bolt to make one's final effort, have no other possible course 
of action: When he reported the teacher to the headteacher he shot 
his bolt because the head rejected the 

bone 

bone of contention a cause of dispute: The state of her bedroom is 
a bone of contention between her and her fight over bones.» 

a bone to pick with (someone) to have something one wants to 


quarrel about with (someone): He said to the other man that he 


had a bone to pick with him for going out with his dogs fighting 
over a bone.» 

no bones about (something) to have no hesitation or restraint 
about (saying or doing something openly): She made no bones 
about the fact that she disliked a reference to finding no bones in 


one's soup, which was therefore easier to eat.» 


the bone (1) referring too closely to something that should not be 
mentioned; tactless: Some of the guests’ remarks about adultery were 
a bit near the bone when you consider that the host was having an 
(2) slightly indecent or crude: Some of the comedian's jokes were a 
bit near the 

bare bones (of something) see 

your fingers to the bone see 

boo 

not say boo to a goose to be extremely timid: She's very aggressive 
but her husband wouldn't say boo to a 

book 

closed book something about which one knows nothing, something 
that one does not understand: The new technology is a closed book 
to older members of 

open book something that is easily understood: His motives were 
an open book to all of 

(someone) to book to make (someone) explain or be punished for 
his or her actions: They thought they could cause the damage and 
walk away but they were soon brought to referring to a book where 
a police officer keeps a note of crimes.» 

the book strictly according to the rules: The headteacher won't give 
us a day He does everything by the 

the books ilegally to alter accounts or financial records: He had 
been cooking the books and so they did not know money had gone 


someone's black books see 


(someone) like a book to understand (someone) completely, not to 
be deceived by someone: | know that he's planning something | can 
read him like a 

(someone's) book to be advantageous to (someone): It doesn't suit 
her book for him to referring to a bookmaker who accepts bets 
only if he thinks he will not lose too much money on them.» 


a leaf out of (someone's) book see 


the book at (someone) to criticize or punish (someone) severely, to 


charge (someone) with several crimes at once: The judge threw the 
book at He's got a ten-year to charge someone with every crime 
listed in a book.» 

boot 

the boot to be dismissed or discharged from one's job: The 
woman got the boot for 

(someone) the boot to dismiss or discharge (someone): They're 
giving all the older workers the 

up one's boots to retire from work, to cease doing an activity: The 
elderly man has played bowls for years but he is hanging up his 
boots hanging up football boots after a game.» 

(someone's) boots to flatter (someone) and do every-thing he or 
she wants: The new employee is licking the boss's boots to get 
oneself up by one's bootstraps to become successful through one's 
own efforts: He now owns several stores but he started as an errand 


boy and pulled himself up by his 


the boot in (someone) (1) to kick (someone) when he or she is 
already lying on the ground injured: The bullies put the boot in 
and kicked their victim to (2) to treat (someone) cruelly or harshly 
after he or she has suffered already: He lost his job and his wife 
put the boot in and left 


boot is on the other foot the situation has been completely turned 
round: She begged him to stay but now the boot is on the other 


foot and he is pleading to be allowed 

big for one's boots conceited or self-important: Since she won the 
beauty contest she has been too big for her 

bottle 

a bottle to open a bottle: Let's crack a bottle of wine to 

the bottle to drink a great deal of alcohol: Since his wife died he's 
been hitting the 

the genie out of the bottle see 

one's bottle not to have the courage to do something or to go on 
with something: Allan said that he was going to ask Rose for a date 
but lost his bottle at the last 

the bottle drinking a great deal of alcohol regularly: He's been on 
the bottle since he lost his 

bottom 

the bottom of (something) the cause of (something): ! might have 
known that he was at the bottom of the rumours that were going 
drawer a collection of items for the home, which young women 
used to gather together before marriage: She's keen to get married 
so she's already started collecting linen and cutlery for her bottom 

to the bottom of (something) to find out the exact cause of 
(something) or the true nature of (something): The doctors cannot 
get to the bottom of her chest 


rock bottom to reach the lowest possible level: Share prices hit rock 
bottom last Her spirits have hit rock bottom since her boyfriend 

the (bottom of the) barrel see 

bottom line (1) the most important point or part of something: 
The bottom line in the negotiations with the kidnappers is the safety 
of the (2) The result or outcome: After prolonged negotiations the 


bottom line was that both sides agreed to a to the bottom line in a 


financial statement which indicates the extent of the profit or 
loss.» 

and scrape to behave in a very humble and respectful way: The 
hotel staff are expected to bow and scrape to the rich 

out to leave or cease to take part in a project, organization, etc: 
She's been secretary for three years but she's bowing out performers 
bowing to the audience at the end of a show.» 

a bow to accept acknowledgement of one's achievements: Everyone 
thinks you've done a good job, so take a above.» 

the long bow to to exaggerate: He said that she was absolutely 
penniless but he was drawing the long to a large, powerful hand 
bow.» 

another or more than one string to one's bow to have another 
possibility, plan, etc, available to one: He's applied for other jobs as 
well as that one because it's as well to have more than one string to 
your 


boy 


for the boys see 

braces 

and braces see 

brain 

or rack one's brains to to think very hard: | racked my brains to 
remember her 

(something) on the or one's brain to think or worry about 
(something) continuously: She's got marriage on the 

(someone's) brains to find out ideas and knowledge about a subject 
from someone who knows a lot about the subject so that one 
can put them to one's own use: Stop picking my brains and use an 
brass 

down to brass tacks to consider the basic facts or issues of 


something: We must get down to brass tacks and discuss how much 


rent we can 

top brass the most important people in an organization, especially 
originally in the army: The top brass have individual offices but the 
staff all work in one the metal decoration on military uniforms.» 
bread 

and butter one's basic living: How does he earn his bread and 
butter? 

which side one's bread is buttered to to know the course of action 
that is to one's greatest advantage: He certainly won't leave his He 
knows which side his bread is 

the breadline with scarcely enough money to live on: Since the 
father lost his job the family has been on the 


greatest thing since sliced bread a person or thing that is greatly 
admired and appreciated: He is a careless worker but he thinks he 
is the greatest thing since sliced 

break 

a leg see 

even to have one's losses balanced by one's gains, to make 
neither a loss nor a profit: | didn't make any money on my 
investment but at least | broke 

of day dawn: The first train to the city leaves at break of 

the bank see 

the ice see 

the mould see 

the news see 

a break for it to attempt to escape: The prisoner made a break for 
it when he was being led into 

breath 

one's breath (1) to breathe in sharply in fear, surprise or pain: She 
caught her breath when she saw the huge dark (2) to rest for a 
short time: l'Il have to catch my breath after climbing the 


one's breath to wait anxiously for something: We held our breath as 
the child walked along the roof 

one's breath to stop talking since one's words are having no effect: 
Save your He'll leave school if he wants 

(someone's) breath away to surprise (someone) greatly: They took 


her parents’ breath away when they announced that they were 


one's breath very quietly, in a whisper: He asked what time it was 
under his 

one's breath to say something that is not taken heed of: ! tried to 
persuade them to stay but | was wasting my 

breathe 

able to breathe again to be able to relax after a period of anxiety, 
etc: You can breathe again! The police have 


down (someone's) neck (1) to be very close behind (someone): He 


was in the lead but there were several runners breathing down his 
(2) to be waiting impatiently for something from (someone): The 
boss is breathing down her neck for the letters she is 

one's last to die: He breathed his last just before 

brick 

one's head against a brick wall see 

a brick to to say something tactless or undiplomatic: She certainly 
dropped a brick when she introduced the boss's wife as the 

a cat on hot bricks to very nervous or restless: He was like a cat 
on hot bricks when waiting for his exam 

a ton of bricks to to treat or punish (someone) severely: The 
headmaster came down on the boys like a ton of bricks for playing 
to make bricks without straw to try to do something without the 
necessary materials or equipment: She has so few supplies in her 
kitchen that trying to make a meal there is like trying to make 
bricks without biblical reference, from Pharaoh's command 


concerning the Israelites in Exodus 5:7.» 


bridge 

bridges to do something to help people who are in some kind of 
opposition to each other to understand each other so that they 
will establish a relationship or co-operate with each other: The two 
branches of the family have not spoken to each other for years but 
Mark is now trying to build 

one's bridges same as burn one's boats see 


a bridge when one comes to it or cross that bridge when you come 


to it to worry about or deal with a problem only when it actually 
arises: She keeps worrying about what will happen when she leaves 
home but she'll have to cross that bridge when she comes to 

under the bridge see 

brief 

ho brief for (someone or something) not to support or defend 
(someone or something): ! hold no brief for these new 

bright 

and bushy-tailed very cheerful and lively: They were both bright-eyed 
and bushy-tailed when they came back from 

on the bright side to be optimistic, to see the advantages of one's 
situation: You might not like your present job but look on the bright 
side—at least it's well 

bring 

down to earth see 

home the bacon see 


home to see 


(someone) round (1) to bring (someone) back from 
unconsciousness: The doctor brought him round with the kiss of (2) 
to persuade (someone) to do something: He was reluctant to 


participate but we brought him round 


to a head see 

broad 

in the beam see 

a broad back see 

broad shoulders to be able to accept a great deal of responsibility, 
criticism, etc: | don't mind them blaming I’ve got broad 

broad daylight during the day when anyone can see: He was 
attacked in broad 

broken 

reed see 

brother 

| my brother's keeper? the actions or affairs of other people are 
not my responsibility: So my colleague was rude to Am | my 
brother's keeper? the biblical story of Cain and Abel, Genesis 4:9.» 
Brother a powerful person or organization thought to be constantly 
monitoring and controlling people's actions: | prefer to work for a 
small In a big organization | get a feeling that Big Brother is 
watching the dictator in George Orwell's novel 

brown 

a brown study deep in thought: She won't hear She's in a brown 
brush 


up on (something) to refresh one's knowledge of (something): You 
should brush up on your French before you go on 

the brush-off to be rejected or refused abruptly: He asked her to 
the cinema but he got the brush-off when she said 

bucket 

drop in the bucket to a very small part of what is needed: Our 
contribution to the famine fund is only a drop in the 

down in buckets to rain heavily: As usual in August, it's coming 


down in 


the bucket to die: They were just waiting for the old man to kick 
the here is perhaps a beam from which pigs were hung after 
being killed.» 

buckets to cry a great deal: She wept buckets at the sad 


Buggins 

turn one's turn to be promoted, according to some automatic or 
routine system, not according to merit: He got the job because it's 
Buggins's turn, not because he's 

build 

bridges see 

like a tank see 

bull 

the bull’s eye to do or say something that is very appropriate or 

relevant: You hit the bull's eye when you said you thought she was 


to the exact centre of a dart board.» 


a bull at a gate in a very unsubtle, unthinking way: The people 
who had been involved in the train crash were still in a state of 
shock but the young reporter rushed in like a bull at a gate asking 
a bull in a china shop in a very clumsy way: She went charging off 
like a bull in a china shop and knocked my papers to the 

a red rag to a bull see 

the bull by the horns to tackle (something) boldly: If you want 
them to stop the noise you'll have to take the bull by the horns and 
bullet 

the bullet see 

the bullet to be dismissed or discharged: Half the firm have got 
the 

(someone) the bullet to dismiss or discharge (someone): The boss 
will give you the bullet if you don't turn 

bum 


bums on seats to get people to go to see a play, concert, etc: We 
need to get a lot more bums on seats for every production if the 
theatre is to remain 

burden 

burden of proof the responsibility for proving something: The 
burden of proof lies with the legal term.» 

burn 

one's boats or bridges see 

one's fingers see 

the candle at both ends see 


the midnight oil see 


burning question a question of great interest to many people: The 
burning question is who is our new owner? 

burst 

bursting at the seams see 

Burton 

for a Burton dead, ruined, broken, etc: The old car's gone for a a 
military term from Burton, a kind of ale.» 

bus 

holiday a holiday spent doing much the same as one does when 
one is at work: The house-painter's wife expects him to take a 
busman's holiday and redecorate their to a bus driver who drives a 
bus while on holiday.» 

bush 

about the bush see 

telegraph the fast spreading of information by word of mouth: | 
heard on the bush telegraph that he had reference to the Australian 
bush.» 

bushel 

one's light under a bushel see 


business 


business to be determined (to do something), to be serious: He 
was not joking about the He means 

one's own business to concern oneself with one's own affairs and 
not interfere in those of other people: When he tried to give advice 
to the girl she asked him to mind his own 

bust 


a gut see 


bust to fail, to be financially ruined: During the recession many 


firms went 

butter 

a person who often drops things: She's such a She dropped the 
tray full of 

(someone) up to flatter (someone) a great deal, usually in order to 
get him or her to do something: He doesn't really like the boss, 
but he's buttering him up to get a pay 

which side of one's bread is buttered see 

a (hot) knife through butter see 

as though butter wouldn't melt in one’s mouth to appear very 
innocent, respectable, etc: The girl looks as though butter wouldn't 
melt in her mouth but she actually behaves very 

butterfly 

butterflies in one's stomach to have a fluttering sensation in one's 
stomach as a sign of nervousness: Every night she has butterflies in 
her stomach before she goes on 

button 

(someone) to catch (someone's) attention and engage him or her 
in conversation: The minister buttonholed me as | came out of the 
"button hold”, to hold by the button.» 


cabbage 

as green as one is cabbage-looking not as foolish or inexperienced 
as one appears to be: He won't accept a reduction in He's not as 
green as he is 

cahoots 

cahoots with (someone) forming a secret partnership with 
(someone), especially to do something dishonest or illegal: The 
police think that the bank clerk was in cahoots with the a 
partnership, perhaps from French, "a cabin". 

Cain 

Cain to make a great deal of noise or fuss: He will raise Cain 
when he sees the damage to his to Cain in the Bible who killed his 
brother Abel, Genesis 4.» 

cake 

piece of cake something easy to do: Winning the race was a piece 
of 

slice or share of the cake a share of something desirable or 
valuable: You should invest some money in the firm and get a slice 
of the 

and ale pleasant or enjoyable activity: A student's life is not all 
cakes and You have to do some Shakespeare's Twelfth Act 2, scene 
iii. 

one's cake and eat it or eat one's cake and have it to have the 
advantages of two things or situations when doing, possessing, 
etc, one of them would normally make the other one impossible: 
He's engaged to one of the sisters but he would like to have his cake 


and eat it and go out with the other one as 


on the cake see 

or go like hot cakes to sell very quickly: That computer game is 
selling like hot cakes since it was advertised on 

the cake same as take the 

call 

wake-up call see 

off the dogs see dog 

cage 

(someone's) cage to annoy or agitate (someone): George is in a 
very bad temper this morning—who rattled his cage? visitors to a 
zoo rattling the cages of the animals to get them to react.» 
calf 

love love felt by a very young, inexperienced person: He is unhappy 
that she has gone away but calf love soon 

the fatted calf to to provide a lavish meal, especially to mark a 
celebration of someone's arrival or return: Our daughter's coming 
home from Canada, so we're killing the fatted the parable of the 
prodigal son in the Bible, Luke 15:23.» 

call 

close call same as a close shave see 

or obey the call of nature to go to the toilet: Where is the nearest 
public toilet? | need to answer the call of 


a spade a spade see 
it a day see 

it quits see 

the shots see 


a call to go to the toilet: Excuse me, | have to pay a 


camel 
straw that breaks the camel's back see 
a camel to regard something as being acceptable, true, fair, etc, 


when it is quite clearly not so: How can they swallow the camel of 


their colleague's unfair. dismissal? 

camp 

a foot in both camps to have associations with two groups who 
have opposing and conflicting views and attitudes: He is a 
member of staff but he has shares in the company, so he has a foot 
in both 

can 

can of worms see 

the can to accept blame or responsibility, usually for something 
that someone else has done: Several of the pupils set fire to the 
school but the one who was caught carried the 

the can certain, agreed or decided upon: He had a good interview 
so the job's in the to a completed cinema film that is stored in 
large metal containers or cans.» 

candle 

the candle at both ends to work and/or to play during too many 
hours of the day: He has a full-time job and studies at He is 
certainly burning the candle at both 

hold a candle to (someone) to be not nearly as good or as 
talented as (someone): The rest of the football team cannot hold a 
candle to the new someone who is not good enough even to hold 


a light while someone else does the work.» 


game is not worth the candle something that is not worth the 
effort that has to be spent on it: She's well paid but she works 
such long hours that she has decided that the game is not worth the 
the translation of the French phrase le jeu n'en vaut la referring to 
a gambling session in which the amount of money at stake was 
not enough to pay for the candles required to give light at the 
game.» 


canoe 


ones own canoe to control one's own affairs without help from 
anyone else: Now her father's dead she'll have to paddle her own 
cap 

feather in one's cap see 

in hand humbly: He has gone cap in hand to ask for his job one's 
cap in someone's presence is a sign of respect.» 

the cap fits, wear it if what has been said applies to you, then 
you should take note of it: | simply said that honesty was not 
common these days, but if the cap fits, wear 

one's thinking cap on to think very carefully about a problem: If we 
put our thinking caps on | am sure we can find our way out of the 


one's cap at (someone) to try to attract (someone of the opposite 


sex): She was so anxious to get married that she set her cap at 
every man in a mistranslation of French metter le "to head 
towards". 

cap it all on top of everything else, finally: | was late and then to 
cap it all | missed the 

capital 


capital out of (something) to make use of (something) for one's 
own advantage: The counsel for the defence made capital out of the 
witness's 

a capital A, B, C, etc used to emphasize that the person or thing 
described is an extreme example of his, her or its kind: They are 
certainly villains with a capital 

card 

one's cards to be dismissed or discharged: The clerk got his cards 
for stealing 

a card up one's sleeve to have an idea, plan of action, etc, in 
reserve to be used if necessary: They think that they have won but 


their opponent has a card up his cheating at cards.» 


the cards likely: Their dismissal is very much on the reading the 
cards in fortune-telling.> 

one's cards close to one's chest to be secretive or non- 
communicative about one's plans or intentions: | think that they 
are moving overseas but they are playing their cards very close to 
their holding one's cards close to one in card-playing so that 
one's opponents will not see them.» 

one's cards right to act in such a way as to take advantage of a 
situation: If she plays her cards right he will marry 

one's cards on the table to make known one's plans or intentions: 
If you want us to help you'll have to put your cards on the card- 
playing, to show one's opponent one's cards.» 


the cards against (someone) to make it very difficult for (someone) 


to succeed: The cards are stacked against him finding a job because 
he has no 


carpet 


the carpet about to be rebuked or punished by someone in 
authority: She will be on the carpet when the boss discovers that she 
is to the piece of carpet in front of a desk, where someone might 
stand to be rebuked.> 

(something) under the carpet to try to hide or forget about 
(something unpleasant): They try to sweep under the carpet the fact 
that their son's in 


red carpet special, respectful treatment: They're really rolling out the 


red They've invited the boss and his wife to to the red carpet put 
down for a royal person to walk on during official visits.» 

carrot 

and stick reward and punishment as a method of persuasion: The 
headmaster uses a policy of carrot and stick with the He praises 


them a lot but he also punishes them a below.» 


out a carrot to (someone) to promise (someone) a reward in order 
to get him or her to do something: If you want them to work late 
you'll have to hold out the carrot of extra urging a donkey forward 
by holding a carrot in front of it.» 

carry 

a torch for (someone) to be in love with someone, especially 
someone who does not return the emotion: She's carried a torch 
for the boss for years but he doesn't even notice torch or a flame 
was regarded as symbolic of love.» 

coals to Newcastle see 

the can see 


the day see 


cart 


the cart before the horse to do or say things in the wrong order: 
He painted the walls before the He certainly put the cart before the 
carte 

given carte blanche to be given complete freedom to act as one 
wishes: The owner has given him carte blanche to furnish her a 
blank card.» 

Casanova 

a man who has relationships with many women: He's a real He's 
been out with most of the girls in the Giacomo Casanova, a 
famous l8th-century Italian lover and adventurer.> 

case 

on (someone's) case to keep on criticizing someone or complaining 
about them: The new English teacher seems to have taken a dislike 
to me—he's on my case all the 

Cassandra 

a person who makes predictions about unpleasant future events 
but who is never believed: She's a real Cassandra, she's always 


seeing gloom Greek legend, Cassandra, who was the daughter of 


Priam, king of Troy, had the gift of prophecy but was destined 
never to be believed. She predicted the fall of Troy. 

cast 

pearls before swine to offer something valuable or desirable to 
someone who does not appreciate it: Taking her to the opera was 


a case of casting pearls before biblical reference to Matthew 7:6.» 


the first stone to be the first person to blame or criticize 
someone: Eventually every-one blamed him but it was his sister who 
cast the first biblical reference to the story in John 8:7 about a 
woman who was to be punished by being stoned to death.» 
one's net wide see 

die is cast see 

castle 

in the air or castles in Spain dreams or hopes that are unlikely 
ever to be realized: She builds castles in the air about winning the 
cat 

cat may look at a king there is nothing to prevent an ordinary 
person from looking at someone important: She asked me why | 
was looking at her but | just said, "A cat may look at a king." 

the cat see 

killed the cat to said as a warning not to pry into other people's 
affairs: One day someone is going to hit him for asking personal 
questions, and he'll find out that curiosity killed the 

the cat got your tongue? said to someone who does not say 
anything out of timidity, etc, to encourage him or her to speak: 
What have you got to say in your defence? Has the cat got your 


tongue? 


the cat out of a bag to reveal something secret or confidential, 
especially accidentally or at an inappropriate time: They didn't want 


anyone to know that they had been married that day but their friend 


let the cat out of the referring to an old fairground trick in which 
a customer was offered a cat in a bag when he or she thought 
the bag held a piglet.> 

a cat on hot bricks see 

a scalded cat in a rapid, excited way: She's rushing around like a 
scalded cat to get the meal ready for the 

something the cat brought or dragged in very untidy or bedraggled: 
After the football match the boys looked like something the cat 
brought 

enough room to swing a cat to for there to be very little space: 
She can't stay at her daughter's There's not enough room there to 
swing a 

to have a cat's chance in hell or a cat's chance in hell to have no 
chance at all: They don't have a cat's chance in hell of 

cat and mouse with (someone) to treat (someone) in such a way 
that he or she does not know what is going to happen to them 
at any time: The terrorists were playing cat and mouse with the One 
minute the hostages thought that they were going to be released, the 
next they thought that they were going to be cat often plays with 
its prey, a mouse, before killing it.» 

or set the cat among the pigeons to to cause a disturbance, 
especially a sudden or unexpected one: Her neighbour certainly put 
the cat among the pigeons when he accidentally mentioned her 
husband's 

cats and dogs to to rain very heavily: The picnic's cancelled—it's 


raining cats and 


which way the cat jumps to wait and see what other people are 
going to do and how the situation is developing before deciding 
on one's course of action: I’m not going to rush into putting in an 


offer for the I’m going to wait and see which way the cat 


cat's pyjamas or whiskers to a person who is very highly regarded: 
He thinks he's the cat's pyjamas in his new sports 

more than one way to kill or skin a cat there's more than one way 
method of doing things: He left, not because he disliked the work, 
but because his colleagues were so unpleasant to him—there’s more 
than one way to kill a 

the cat's away, the mice will play when the person in charge or in 
control is not present the people whom he or she is in charge of 
will work less hard, misbehave, etc: When the boss is away, they 
take very long lunch breaks. When the cat's away, the mice will 
catch 

(someone) in the act to catch (someone) actually doing something 
wrong or bad: He hoped to steal the money and run but he was 
caught in the act by the 

it to be scolded or punished: He'll catch it when his father sees 
what he's done to the 

one's breath see 

one's death (of cold) see 


unprepared or inattentive: The early winter caught them They had 
no fuel for the 
(someone) on the hop see 


(someone) red-handed see 


the sun to become sunburnt or sun-tanned: The child's caught the 
sun although she was outside for only a short 

a situation in which one can never win or from which one can 
never escape, being constantly hindered by a rule or restriction 
that itself changes to block any change in one's plans; a difficulty 
that prevents one from escaping from an unpleasant or dangerous 


situation: If you need an emergency loan you can apply to the Social 


Fund, but it is a loan for credit-worthy people so you won't get it. 
It's Catch-22 the title of a novel by Joseph Heller.» 

(someone) with his or her pants or trousers down to to surprise 
(someone) when he or she is unprepared or doing something 
wrong, especially when this causes embarrassment: When his boss 
found him chatting to his secretary instead of writing the monthly 
report, he regretted being caught with his pants to walking in on 
someone partially dressed.» 

caution 

caution to the (four) winds see 

caviar 

to the general something considered to be too sophisticated to be 
appreciated by ordinary people: Only intellectuals read his They're 
caviar to the Shakespeare's Act 2, scene ii. 

ceiling 

ceiling see 

through the ceiling to rise very high, to soar: House prices went 
through the 


the ceiling or roof to to lose one's temper completely: She hit the 
ceiling when he cancelled the 

ceremony 

on ceremony to behave in a formal manner: You can take your 
jacket You don't have to stand on ceremony. 

certain 

a certain condition pregnant: She has been sick because she is in a 
certain 

a certain age see 

chalice 

(someone) a poisoned chalice to be given something to do which 
seems an attractive proposition but which may well lead to failure 


or extreme difficulties: Pat is very pleased to have been made editor 


of the magazine, but she's been handed a poisoned chalice because 
she's the third editor this 

chain 

weak link in the chain a person who does not perform as well as 
the others in a team: Brian's laziness makes him the weak link in 
the 

chalk 

different as chalk and cheese to completely different: They're sisters 
but they are as different as chalk and 

it up to experience accept the inevitability of something: You won't 
get your money back from the You might as well chalk it up to 

by a long chalk not by a long way, by no means: They haven't 
given up yet, not by a long the vertical chalk lines drawn to mark 
scores in a game, the longer lines representing the greater 


number of points.» 


champ 

at the bit see 

chance 

it to take a risk: | won't take an I think l'll chance 

one's arm see 

one's chances to think that one is highly likely to succeed: Even 
with so many top-class competitors he still fancies his 

a fighting chance to have a possibility of success if a great effort 
is made: The team still have a fighting chance of winning the 
tournament but they face tough 

an eye to the main chance to watch carefully for what will be 
advantageous or profitable to oneself: He's learning to play golf 
because the boss plays it and he always has an eye to the main 

a sporting chance to have a reasonable chance of success: Many 
experienced people have applied for the job but with his qualifications 
he has at least a sporting 


to have a cat's chance in hell see 

to have the ghost of a chance not to have the slightest possibility 
of success: He hopes to win the race but he really doesn't have the 
ghost of a 

the off-chance (of or that) in the hope (of or that), assuming there 
is the possibility (of or that): We went to the theatre on the off- 
chance of getting You should go early in the off-chance that you get 


one's chance or chances to take a risk or take advantage of an 
opportunity on the understanding that one accepts whatever 
happens: You'll just have to take your chance and apply for the If 
your present employer finds out it's too 

change 

hands to pass into different ownership: Houses in that street change 
hands extremely 

horses in mid-stream to change one's opinions, plans, sides, etc, in 
the middle of something: At the beginning of the election campaign 
he was going to vote Conservative but he changed horses in mid- 
stream and voted Labour 

one's mind to alter one's decision or intention: He was going to go 
to Greece but he has changed his 

one’s tune to change one's attitude or opinion: He disagreed with 
me yesterday but he changed his tune when he heard the 

and change see 


a change of heart to alter one's opinion or decision, usually to a 


better or kinder one: The headmaster was going to expel the girl but 
he had a change of heart when he saw how sorry she 

the changes to add variety by doing or arranging things in 

different ways: She cannot afford new furniture but she rings the 
changes by shifting the furniture around from room to 

sea change see 


chapter 


chapter of accidents see 
and verse detailed sources for a piece of information: Don't just 
make vague references in your essay to other You must give chapter 


and the method of referring to biblical texts.» 


charity 

begins at home one must take care of oneself and one's family 
before concerning oneself with others: She would like to be able to 
contribute to the welfare of children overseas but her own children 
need new clothes and charity begins at 

as charity extremely cold: When the central heating went off in the 
huge house it was as cold as is referred to as cold since it tends 
to be given to the poor and disadvantaged by organizations rather 
than by individual people and so lacks human feeling or warmth.» 
charm 

a charmed life regularly to have good fortune and avoid 
misfortune, harm or danger: The racing driver seems to lead a 
charmed He has never been involved in an 

like a charm to be very effective, to work very well: His efforts to 
persuade her to go out with him worked like a 

chase 

after rainbows to spend time and effort in thinking about, or in 
trying to obtain, things that it is impossible for one to achieve: 
He should concentrate on doing his job and stop applying for jobs he 
won't He spends most of his time chasing 

one's tail see 

to the chase to start discussing or dealing with the most 
important part of something instead of wasting time on minor 
points: We've discussed various points concerning the sale of my 
house. Please would you cut to the chase and tell me how much it's 
worth? to the fact that in certain kinds of film a car chase is the 


most exciting part.» 


cheek 

by jowl side by side, very close together: Workers and management 
work cheek by jowl in the same large 

a rain check on (something) see 

the other cheek to take no action against someone who has 
harmed one, thereby giving him or her the opportunity to harm 
one again: | know he insulted you but it will cause less trouble for 
everyone if you turn the other cheek rather than take your revenge 
on biblical reference to Matthew 5:39, "Whosoever shall smite thee 
on thy right cheek, turn to him the left one also". 

cheese 

different as chalk and cheese see 

more full of holes than Swiss cheese see 

off bored, weary or dissatisfied: He's really cheesed off with his 
present job and has decided to look for a new 

cheese bad luck, a sentiment usually expressed by someone who 
does not care about the misfortune: It's hard cheese for him if he 
has to work late but the rest of us can leave 

"cheese" a request to smile when one has one's photograph taken: 
Don't look so glum, say one says "cheese" one's mouth forms a 
smile.» 

cherry 

more than one bite at the cherry see 

is just a bowl of cherries see 

cheque 

cheque see 

Cheshire 


like a Cheshire cat to smile broadly so as to show one's teeth: She 


was grinning like a Cheshire cat as they handed her the to Alice's 


Adventures in Wonderland by Lewis Carroll, in which the Cheshire 
cat gradually disappears except for its smile. 

chest 

(something) off one's chest to tell (someone) about something that 
is upsetting, worrying or annoying one: If you know something 
about the accident you had better get it off your chest and tell the 
one's cards close to one's chest see 

chestnut 

chestnut an old joke, usually one that is no longer funny: The 
comedian wasn't His jokes were all old chestnuts that | had heard 
(someone's) chestnuts out of the fire to rescue (someone) from a 
difficult or dangerous situation, often by putting oneself in 
difficulty or danger: He is continually getting himself into financial 
trouble and he always expects his brother to pull his chestnuts out of 
the fire and lend him a story by the 17th-century French writer La 
Fontaine, in which a monkey uses a cat's paw to get hot nuts 
from a fire. 

chew 

off more than one can chew see 

the cud to think deeply about something: PII have to chew the cud 
a lot before deciding whether or not to move 

the fat to have a discussion or conversation: Let's not rush out 
straightaway. We can have a cup of tea and chew the fat 

chicken 


something of very little value or importance; an insignificant 
amount of money: They paid her chicken-feed for that valuable 
come home to roost misdeeds, mistakes, etc, that come back with 
an unpleasant effect on the person who performed the misdeed, 
especially after a considerable time: He told everyone that he had 
never been married, but his chickens came home to roost when his 


ex-wife turned 


one's chickens before they are hatched to make plans which depend 


on something that is still uncertain: Don't give up this job before 


you are officially offered the It's unwise to count your chickens before 
they're 

child 

play something that is very easy to do: you will find the work 
child's 

childhood a time when an adult person, often an old person, 
behaves like a child: The little boy's father seems to be in his 
second childhood and keeps playing with the train The old man 
seems to have entered a second childhood—he won't let anyone touch 
his 

child is father of the man the character of an adult is formed from 
childhood influences: He's been in and out of prison which is not 
surprising because his father was a burglar before The child is father 
of the 

chin 

one's chin up not to show feelings of depression, worry or fear: I 
know it's difficult to find a job but you should keep your chin up 


and go on 


one's chin out to show determination in opposing someone or 
something: Her parents tried to stop her going to university but she 
stuck her chin out and went ahead against their 

it on the chin to accept or to suffer (something) with courage: He 
was upset when she broke their engagement but he took it on the 
chin and went out with other 

chink 

in (someone's) armour see 

chip 

chip off the old block a person who is very like one of his or her 
parents: That boy's a real chip off the old He's already as good a 


salesman as his 

in one's chips to die: | hear that the old man cashed in his chips on 
the way to the to a gambler cashing in his or her chips or tokens 
in exchange for money at the end of a gambling session.» 

a chip on one's shoulder to have an aggressive attitude and act as 
if everyone is going to insult or ill-treat one, often because one 
feels inferior: He has a chip on his shoulder about his lack of 
education and is always belligerent towards to a former American 
custom by which a young man who wished to provoke a fight 
would place a piece of wood on his shoulder and dare someone 
to knock it off. 

had one's chips to have had, and failed at, all the chances of 
success one is likely to get: If he fails the exam this time he's had 


his chips because he's not allowed to resit to gambling tokens.» 


the chips are down when a situation has reached a critical stage: 
He thought he had many friends but when the chips were down and 
he was unemployed he found he had only gambling term indicating 
that the bets have been placed.» 

choice 


choice no choice at all; a choice between accepting what is offered 


or having nothing at all: We've only got one empty room for It's 
Hobson's choice, I’m to the practice of Tobias Hobson, an English 
stable-owner in the 17th century, of offering customers only the 
horse nearest the stable door.» 

chop 

and change to keep altering (something), to keep changing 
(something): He's furious at them for chopping and changing their 
holiday 

the chop (1) to be dismissed or discontinued: Both he and his 
research project got the (2) to be killed: The gang made sure that 
their enemy got the 


chord 

a chord to be familiar in some way: Something about his voice 
struck a 

a chord to arouse emotion or sympathy: He is usually very hard- 
hearted but the little girl's tears touched a 

Christmas 


turkeys voting for Christmas see 


church 

as a church mouse see 

circle 

full circle to return to the position or situation from which one 
started: Diet advice has come full Dieters used to be told to avoid 


bread but now they are told to eat 


the wagons see 

round in circles to keep going over the same ideas without 
reaching a satisfactory decision or answer: | think we should 
postpone this discussion until we have more We're just going round in 
round in circles to dash about and appear to be very busy without 
accomplishing anything: She's been running round in circles preparing 
for the guests, but not one of the rooms is ready 

the circle to try to solve a problem whose solution seems 
impossible: The finance minister is trying to square the circle of not 
raising taxes while, at the same time, improving public 


circle an unfortunate or bad situation, the result of which produces 


the original cause of the situation or something similar: They're 
stuck in a vicious circle—his wife nags him for going out, and he has 
to go out to get away from her logic, the term for the fallacy of 
proving one statement by the evidence of another which is itself 
only valid if the first statement is valid.» 


circus 


three-ring circus a place where there is a lot of noise and a lot of 


confused activity going on: I’m taking my child to the nursery 
school party and lm expecting it to be a real three-ring 

clanger 

a clanger same as drop a brick see 

clapper 

the clappers extremely rapidly: You'll have to go like the clappers to 
get there on 


class 

a class by oneself or or in a class of its, etc, own far better than 
other people or things of the same type, without equal: The ice 
cream in that shop is in a class by As an actress, she's in a class of 
her 

clay 


feet of clay see 


clean 

clean bill of health see 

clean slate a record free of any discredit; an opportunity to make 
a fresh start: He has paid the penalty for his wrongdoing and now 
starts the new job with a clean were formerly used for writing on 
in schools.» 

as a whistle (1) extremely clean: The kitchen surfaces were clean as 
a (2) completely without guilt, blameless: They thought that he was 
selling drugs but he was found to be clean as a 

is next to godliness it is almost as important to be clean as it is 
to be religious and virtuous: The teacher was always trying to get 
the children to wash their hands by telling them that cleanliness is 
next to 


clean to tell the truth about something, especially after lying about 


it: He finally decided to come clean and tell the police about his 
part in the 


or his or her) hands are clean | am (or he or she is, etc) not 
guilty or responsible: The police can question him if they like but 


his hands are 


one's nose clean to to keep out of trouble, to behave well or 
legally: If you keep your nose clean for the rest of the term I think 
the teacher will forget about what you 

a clean breast of (something) to admit to (something), especially 
after having denied it: At first they said that they hadn't been 
involved but then they made a clean breast of 

a clean sweep to get rid of everything which is unnecessary or 
unwanted: If you have doubts about most of the existing staff you 
should make a clean sweep and dismiss them 

Clean a person who is highly trusted or respected: Some of the 
members of the government are under suspicion but he's Mr 
(something) clean to take or steal everything that can be removed 
from (something or somewhere): The burglars picked his house 

a clean pair of heels to run away very quickly: When the burglar 
saw the police he instantly showed a clean pair of 

clean free of all guilt or blame: The police investigated him but he's 
squeaky surfaces tend to squeak when wiped.» 

(someone) to the cleaners to cause (someone) to spend or lose a 
great deal of money: The firm was really taken to the cleaners by 
the suppliers who provided the goods in a 

clear 

as a bell very easy to hear: His overseas telephone call was as clear 
as a such as church bells, are very audible.» 

as crystal very easy to understand or grasp: It’s clear as crystal that 


he's in love with 


as mud not at all easy to understand or grasp: He tried to explain 
but his explanation was clear as 

the air see 

the decks to tidy up, especially as a preparation for some activity 
or project: PII have to clear the decks and put all this shopping 
away before | start cooking to getting a ship ready for battle. 

the clear free from suspicion: the police suspected him but he has 
an alibi so he's in the 

clear of (someone or something) to keep away from or avoid 
(someone or something): You should steer clear of badly lit 

coast is clear the danger or difficulty is now past: She doesn't want 
to go into the house when her father's there, so tell her when he's 
gone out and the coast is a military term indicating that there were 
no enemy forces near the coast and so an invasion was 
possible.» 

cleft 

a cleft stick unable to decide between two equally important or 
difficult courses of action: He's in a cleft He's promised to take his 
wife out to celebrate their wedding anniversary but his boss is 
insisting on him working 

climb 


climbing the wall(s) see 


a mountain to climb see 

clip 

(someone's) wings to limit the freedom, power or influence of 
(someone): She used to go out every night but her wings have been 
clipped since she had a the practice of clipping the wings of a bird 
to prevent it flying away.» 


cloak 


involving or relating to a great deal of plotting and scheming: 
He's resigned from the board of directors because of all the cloak-and- 
dagger business surrounding the sacking of the combination of a 
cloak and a dagger suggests conspiracy.» 

clock 

the clock see 

clockwork to go very smoothly, without any problems: The escape 
plan worked like 

back the clock or turn the clock back to return to the conditions or 
situation of a former time: Some employers would like to put back 
the clock sixty years and pay their employers practically He wishes 
that he could turn the clock back and be at home again with his 

as clockwork perfectly regularly: His visits to his mother were regular 
as 

the clock all the time; for twenty-four hours a day: The rescue 
services are working round the clock searching for 

closed book see 

closed doors in secret: The committee is meeting behind closed 


one's eyes to (something) see 


ranks see 


close shave something that was only just avoided, especially an 
escape from danger, failure, etc: He had a close shave when his car 


skidded out of control and ran into a 


close quarters very close, from a position nearby: | thought she was 
quite young but when you see her at close quarters she looks quite 
to home referring to something about which someone is very 
sensitive or which relates very closely to someone: You shouldn't 
have talked about law and order in front of It was a bit close to 
home since her husband's in 


close to the wind see 


close for comfort so near that one feels uncomfortable, worried, 
etc: The meeting is a bit close for comfort since | haven't prepared 
the notes for it 

cloud 

a cloud over (something) to spoil (something), to introduce 
something unpleasant or sad into a pleasant or happy situation: 
Her mother's illness cast a cloud over their 

cuckoo land to an imaginary place, where everything is perfect; an 
unreal world: They're living in cloud cuckoo land if they think they 
can afford that 

cloud has a silver lining something good happens for every bad or 
unpleasant thing: He has no job, but every cloud has a silver lining 
as he is able to spend time with his 

one's head in the clouds to be day-dreaming and not paying 
attention to what is going on around one: She has her head in the 
clouds thinking about her 

cloud nine extremely happy: She's been on cloud nine since she met 
her new 

a cloud under suspicion, in trouble: He left his previous job under a 


clover 


clover in great comfort: They're living in clover since he won the to 
farm animals which have rich food such as clover.> 

club 

the club pregnant: His girlfriend just told him that she's in the 

the club you are in the same unfortunate situation that | am or 
we are: If you haven't done any work for the exams join the Neither 
have 

clue 

clued up on (something) to be very well-informed about 


(something): You'll have to be clued up on computers to get that 


to have a clue about (something) to have no knowledge of 
(something), to be badly-informed about (something): She set off 
without having a clue about how to get to her 

clutch 

at straws see 

coach 

a coach and horses through (something) to destroy (an argument 
etc) completely by detecting and making use of the weak points 
in it: The defence lawyer drove a coach and horses through the 
prosecution's case against his to the fact that the defects (or holes) 
in the argument are so large as to let a coach and horses 
through them.» 

coal 


or take coals to Newcastle to do something that is completely 
unnecessary, especially to take something to a place where there 
is already a great deal of it: Taking a cake to her would be like 
carrying coals to She spends most of her time to Newcastle in 
England which was a large coal-mining centre.» 

(someone) over the coals to scold (someone) very severely: The 
shop assistant was hauled over the coals for being rude to a 

coals of fire on or upon (someone's) head to do good or be kind to 
(someone) who has done one harm so that he or she feels sorry 
or ashamed: When the boy tried to steal her purse she heaped coals 
of fire on his head by offering him some money to buy biblical 
reference to Proverbs 25:21-22.> 

over the coals same as rake over the ashes see 

coast 

coast is clear see 

coat 

one's coat according to one's cloth to organize one's ideas and 


aims, particularly one's financial aims, so that they are within the 


limits of what one has or possesses: We'd like to buy a big house 
but we'll have to cut our coat according to our cloth and buy a 
smaller Our income is not large. 

one's coat to change sides: He supported the king at first but he 
turned his coat and joined the enemy to a soldier's coat whose 
colour and markings showed which army he belonged to. If he 
turned it inside out the colour was hidden.» 

cobweb 

away the cobwebs to make (someone) feel more energetic and 
alert after feeling rather tired and dull: I’m going to take a walk by 


the sea to try to blow a few cobwebs 


cock 

cock-and-bull story an absurd story that is unlikely to be believed: 
She told me some cock-and-bull story about finding the money in a 
waste-paper 

a snook at (someone) to express one’s defiance or contempt of 
(someone): Now that he has another job he can cock a snook at 
his previous referring to a rude gesture of contempt made by 
putting the end of one’s thumb on the end of one’s nose and 
spreading out and moving one’s fingers.> 

of the walk the person who is the most important or influential 
member in a group and who is very proud of this fact: The boy 
was cock of the walk at school until a new boy beat him in a pen 
in which fighting cocks were kept and bred was called a walk.> 


off at half cock to be unsuccessful because of lack of preparation 


or because of a premature start: The government scheme went off 
at half cock because of lack of preliminary to a gun that fires too 
soon.» 

coffee 

up and smell the coffee to become more aware of and more 


realistic about what is going on around one: Julie should wake up 


and smell the coffee because she's never going to become a 
professional singer and she needs to get a job right 

coffin 

nail in (someone's) coffin see 


cog 


cog in the wheel a person who plays a small or unimportant part 
in a large organization: He boasts about his job in the international 
company but he's really just a cog in the 

coin 

it in to make a great deal of money: Local shopkeepers have been 
coining it in since the oil business came to the 

(someone) back in his or her own coin to get one's revenge on 
someone who has done harm to one by treating him or her in 
the same way. Now he's in charge he's paying his former boss 
back in his own coin by not promoting him. 

other side of the coin the opposite argument, point of view, etc: 
She has a really successful career, but the other side of the coin is 
that she can spend hardly any time with her 

coin a phrase see 

cold 

cold as charity see 

comfort no consolation at all: When one suffers a misfortune it is 
cold comfort to be told that there are other people who are much 
Worse 

in from the cold to be allowed to take part in some activity that 
one was excluded from before: After months of not being selected, 
he's come in from the cold and at last been offered a game with the 
team this 

cold feet to become nervous and change one's mind about being 
involved in (something): He was going to row the Atlantic but got 
cold feet at the last 


(someone) the cold shoulder to act in an unfriendly way to 
(someone) by ignoring him or her: She has tried to be friendly to 
her parents-in-law but they keep giving her the cold 


a cold sweat in a state of great fear or anxiety: He was in a cold 
sweat when the police were searching his the fact that the skin 
tends to become cold and damp when one is very frightened.» 
cold blood see 

(someone) cold to fail to impress or excite (someone): The new 
dance group left the audience 

(someone's) blood run cold to cause terror or great distress in 
(someone): The ghostly figure made my blood run 

in the cold not taking part, not included: Only her richer friends 
were asked to her party—the rest of us were out in the 

or throw cold water on (something) to discourage enthusiasm for 
(something): We were all looking forward to the dance but the 
organizer poured cold water on the idea by saying it would run at a 
cold extremely cold: This soup's supposed to be hot but it's stone 
horse of a different colour someone or something that is completely 
different from someone or something else: The previous headmaster 
was very kind to the pupils but the new one is a horse of a different 
colour to become either very pale or else very red in the face 
through fear, distress, embarrassment, anger, guilt, etc: She 


changed colour when she was caught with the money in her 


one's colours to the mast to commit oneself to a point of view or 
course of action in a very obvious and final way: Most people are 
undecided about who to vote for but the young people have nailed 
their colours to the mast by putting up posters for the Green Party 
to a ship's colours or flag. If this was nailed to the mast it could 


not be lowered, lowering the flag being a sign of surrender.» 


unwell: Travelling always makes her feel off tend to turn pale when 
they are unwell.> 

oneself in one's true colours to reveal what one is really like after 
pretending to be otherwise: She pretended to be his friend but she 
showed herself in her true colours by reporting him to the to a ship 
raising its colours or flag to indicate which country or side it was 
supporting.» 

flying. colours with great success: They both passed the exam with 
flying to a ship leaving a battle with its colours or flag still flying 
as opposed to lowering them in surrender. 

come 

a cropper to suffer misfortune, to fail: He came a cropper when he 
bought a hotel without knowing anything about the a hunting 
phrase meaning to take a serious fall. 


clean see 


down on (someone) like a ton of bricks see 

in for (something) to be the receiver or target of (something): The 
organizers came in for a great deal of criticism when the féte was 
in from the cold see 

into one's own see 

of. age see 


on stream see 


off it don't be ridiculous, don't try to deceive me: Come off it! You 
couldn't possibly have been at work and be back so 

to grief see 

to grips with (something) see 

to light see 

to nothing see 

to one's senses see 

to that taking into consideration other facts: She's not qualified for 
the job, but come to that he's not qualified for it 


unstuck to fail, to suffer a major setback: Our holiday plans have 
come | have to work that 

come a long way see 

it coming to one to deserve the punishment, misfortune, etc, that 
one is going to get: I’m not sorry that he's been He's had it 
coming for 

to know whether one is coming or going. see 

common 

completely ordinary: I’m not going to wear anything lIl wear a 
common-or-garden skirt and 

common touch the ability to get on well with ordinary people: He 
is a prince but most of his friends are just ordinary He has the 
common 

compare 

compare see 


confidence 


vote of confidence see 


irick the act of a swindler who gains the trust of someone and 
then persuades him or her to hand over money: The old lady 
thought she was giving money to charity but the collector played a 
confidence trick on her and kept the money for 

conjure 

name to conjure with the name of someone very important, 
influential or well-known: Now that's a name to conjure He was one 
of our really great suggestion is that such people have magical 
powers.» 

conscience 

all conscience being completely fair and honest: In all conscience we 
cannot appoint him if he is not qualified for the 

contemplate 


one's navel see 


contention 

bone of contention see 

contradiction 

contradiction in terms a statement, idea, etc, that contains a 
contradiction: He is a cynic and thinks that a happy husband is a 
contradiction in 

convert 

to the converted to speak enthusiastically in favour of something to 
people who already admire it or are in favour of it: You are 
preaching to the converted by praising the candidate to We have 
already voted for 

cook 

(someone's) goose see 


the books see 


many cooks spoil the broth if there are a great many people 
involved in a project they are more likely to hinder it than help it: 
Let's appoint a very small organizing Too many cooks spoil the 
cooking? what is happening?, what is going on?: What's Everyone 
seems very 

cookie 

the way the cookie crumbles that is the situation and one must 
just accept it: He doesn't like working at weekends but that's the 
way the cookie is American English for biscuit.» 

cool 

as a cucumber very calm and unexcited: She hit the burg-lar over 
the head, cool as a 

calm and collected completely calm, in full control of one's 
emotions: She was cool, calm and collected when she told him their 
love affair was 

or kick one's heels to to be kept waiting: My meeting has not 


finished You'll just have to cool your 


one's cool to remain calm: She always keeps her cool in a 

one's cool to become angry, excited etc: It's easy to lose one's cool 
when children are 

coot 

as a coot see 

cop 

it (1) to be scolded or punished: You'll cop it from your father if 
you go home (2) to die: Three of the terrorists copped it in the 


much cop not very good, desirable, useful, etc: The new teacher 
isn't much 

copy 

one's copybook to spoil a previously good record of behaviour, 
achievement, etc, by doing something wrong: He was thought 
certain to get the manager's job but he blotted his copybook by 
losing a large export 

copy a person or thing that is very like someone or something 
else: His new girlfriend's a carbon copy of his previous 

cord 

the cord to become independent and stop relying on someone 
else, such as your mother or father: Jackie has finally cut the cord 
and left her parents’ house to move into a flat with some other to 
the umbilical cord between mother and baby which has to be cut 
at birth. 

corn 

one's corn to justify the amount of money which you earn or 
which has been spent on you: The marketing manger gets a very 
high salary but he's earned his corn by getting us several new sales 
on (someone's) corns to offend (someone): You fairly trod on her 
corns by criticizing the new secretary—that's her 


corner 


corners to use less money, materials, effort, time, etc, than is 
usually required or than is required to give a good result: The 
production department is going to have to have a tighter budget and 


cut a few 


(someone) into a corner to force (someone) into a difficult or 
dangerous situation: The firm are trying to drive their competitors 
into a corner by charging low 

all (four) corners of the earth from every part of the world, from 
everywhere: The conference was attended by people from all corners 
of the 

a tight corner in an awkward, difficult or dangerous situation: They 
were in a tight corner with their escape route cut off by the 

oneself into a corner to get oneself into a difficult situation from 
which there is only one method of escape or action: Rod has 
painted himself into a corner by getting a large mortgage and then 
getting a bank loan to pay for now that he can't pay back the loan 
he's got no choice but to sell the 

the corner to begin to get better or improve: The accident victim 
was very ill but he has turned the corner at 

cosh 

under the cosh to be under a great deal of pressure or stress: 
We're really under the cosh at work just now; we're launching a new 
product next week and there's a lot of prepar-ation to be to a kind 
of stout stick used to hit people with.» 

cost 

all cost or costs no matter what must be done, given, suffered etc, 
whatever happens: We must stop the enemy advancing at all 

a bomb or a packet to cost a very great deal of money: His new 


car cost him a 


an arm and a leg to cost an excessive amount of money: Those 
houses cost an arm and a 

the earth to cost a very great deal of money: That holiday cost 
them the 

the cost to consider the risks, difficulties and possible losses 
involved in doing something: He didn't stop to count the cost 
before he had an affair, and his wife left 

one’s cost to one's disadvantage or loss: It will be to your cost if 
you offend the office She's the chairman's 

cotton 

(someone) in cotton wool to be over-protective of (someone): I'm 
not surprised that Meg went a bit wild when she left home because 
her mother wrapped her in cotton wool all the 

count 


one's chickens before they are hatched see 


the cost see 

for the count unconscious or deeply asleep: The children are out for 
the count after their long to boxing where a boxer who has been 
knocked down by his opponent has to get up again before the 
referee counts to 10 in order to stay in the match.» 

up and be counted see 

counter 

the counter secretly or illegally: When meat was rationed he used to 
supply his richer customers under the 

country 

cousin a person from the country, considered unsophisticated by a 


town or city dweller: His country cousin has never been to a pop 


to the country to hold a general election: When the government was 
defeated on the employment bill the prime minister decided to go to 
the 


one's line of country see 


courage 

courage see 

the courage of one's convictions to be brave enough to do what one 
thinks one should: If you are sure that your colleague stole the 
money you should have the courage of your convictions and report 


up or screw up courage to force oneself to be brave: Finally he 


plucked up courage and asked her to marry 

course 

for courses see 

for the course see 

its course see 

the course see 

court 

(someone or something) out of court not to give serious 
consideration to (someone or something): Management laughed our 
request for a salary increase out of to a trivial legal case.» 

court to (someone) to try to gain the love of (someone): The 
prince is paying court to a foreign 

ball is in (someone's) court it is (someone's) turn to take action: 


lve done all | The balls in your court 


(something) out of court to prevent (something) from being 
considered for (something): His prospects of marrying her have been 
ruled out of court by her father because he cannot afford to support 
a to a court of law where evidence, etc, ruled out of court has 
no effect on the case.» 

Coventry 

(someone) to Coventry collectively to refuse to speak to or 
associate with (someone): His colleagues sent him to Coventry for 


working during the from an incident in the English Civil War when 


Royalists captured in Birmingham were sent to the Parliamentarian 
stronghold of Coventry.» 

cover 

one's back see 

the waterfront see 

cow 

sacred cow something that is regarded with too much respect for 
people to be allowed to criticize it freely: You musn't say the old 
town hall is ugly—it's one of the town's sacred cow is considered 
sacred by Hindus.> 

or until the cows come home for an extremely long time: I could 
listen to her music until the cows come walk very slowly from the 
field to the milking sheds unless someone hurries them along.» 
crack 

fair crack of the whip to a fair share, a fair chance of doing 
(something): The children were supposed to take turns at playing on 
the swing but the little ones did not get a fair crack of the 

hard nut to crack see 

(the) crack of dawn very early in the morning: We must leave for 
the airport at crack of 


a bottle see 


the whip to treat sternly or severely those under one's control or 
charge: If you want the workers to finish the orders on time you'll 
have to start cracking the They take too much time the use of a 
whip to control or punish people.» 

cracking to start moving, working, etc, quickly: You had better get 
cracking or you'll miss the 

a crack at (something) to have a try at (something): Why not have 
a crack at the competition? 

all it's cracked up to be not to be as good as it is said to be: The 


holiday resort is not all it's cracked up to 


over the cracks see 

a sledgehammer to crack a nut to spend a great deal of effort on 
a small task or problem: We don't need a whole team of workmen 
to mend one small hole in the That really is taking a sledgehammer 
to crack a 

creature 

comforts things that contribute to one's physical well-being: Her 
adult son still lives at home because he likes his creature 

creek 

the creek in trouble, in serious difficulties: We'll be up the creek if 
the car breaks down It's miles to the nearest 

creep 

(someone) the creeps to arouse dislike, disgust or fear in 
(someone): ! don't like the new He gives me the 

(someone's) flesh creep to arouse fear or horror in (someone): The 
eerie howling made my flesh 


crest 


(riding) on the crest of a wave to be going through a very 


successful period: Pete's business didn't do very well to start with 
but it's on the crest of a wave 

cricket 

as a cricket very lively: The old lady's as lively as a reference to the 
insect.» 

cricket not fair or honourable, unsportsmanlike: It's not cricket to 
ask him to pay the bill for all of game of cricket is regarded as 
being played in a gentlemanly way. 

crocodile 

tears a pretended show of grief or sorrow: She wept at her uncle's 


funeral, but they were crocodile tears as she really disliked to an old 
belief that crocodiles weep while eating their prey. 


Cross 


a bridge when one comes to it see 

one’s fingers see 

one's heart see 

one's mind see 

swords with (someone) see 

the line see 

the Rubicon to do something that commits one completely to a 
course of action that cannot be undone: He has crossed the His 
letter of resignation has been Caesar's crossing of the River Rubicon 
in 49 BC committed him to war with the Senate.» 

the i's and cross the t's see 


one's wires crossed see 


a cross to bear to have to suffer or tolerate a responsibility, 
inconvenience or source of distress: He certainly has a cross to He 
has to look after both his elderly parents while still working full to 
the fact that in the days of crucifixions, those being crucified had 
to carry their own crosses to the place of execution.» 

at cross purposes to be involved in a misunderstanding because of 
talking or thinking about different things without realizing it: We've 
been talking at cross | was referring to a different Mr 

crow 

the crow flies measured in a straight line: As the crow flies the 
town is five miles away but by road it is 


crow to have to admit or accept that one was wrong: He had to 


eat crow when he got the capital of Australia 

crown 

jewel in the crown see 

crunch 

it comes to the crunch when a time of testing comes, when a 
decision has to be made: When it came to the crunch | decided 


not to 


cry 
crying shame a great shame, a disgrace: It's a crying shame that 
those children are dressed in 

far cry from (something) a long way from (something), very 
different from (something): His present lifestyle is a far cry from 
that of his 


shoulder to cry on see 


for the moon same as ask for the moon see 


out for (something) to be badly in need of something or for 
something to be done: The old house is in a bad It's crying out for 
a new coat of 


one's eyes out see 


over spilt milk to to waste time regretting a misfortune or accident 
that cannot be undone: | know you're sorry that you didn't get the 
job but there's no use crying over spilt 

wolf see 

crying out loud a phrase used to express annoyance, impatience, 
etc: For crying out loud! Their phone's been engaged for 

full cry enthusiastically and excitedly pursuing something: The 
crowd were in full cry after the to the cry made by hunting dogs.» 
cuckoo 

cuckoo in the nest a person who gains some kind of advantage 
from a situation without contributing anything useful: Johnny's 
girlfriend is a real cuckoo in the nest in this flat because she eats our 
food and uses all the facilities, but she doesn't actually live here and 
so pays no rent or the cuckoo's habit of laying eggs in other birds' 
nests.> 

cuckoo land see 

cucumber 

as a cucumber see 


cud 


the cud see 
cudgel 


one's brains see 


up the cudgels on behalf of (someone or something) to fight strongly 
on behalf of (someone or something), to support (someone or 
something) vigorously: She's taken up the cudgels on behalf of 
children's 

cue 

one's cue from (someone) to use the actions or reactions of 
(someone) as a guide to one's own, to copy (someone's) actions: 
The children took their cue from their mother and remained 
theatrical term, literally meaning to use the words of another actor 
as a signal for one to speak or move.» 

cuff 

the cuff without preparation: The speaker gave a clever talk, 
completely off the to the habit of former after-dinner speakers 
making brief headings on the celluloid cuffs of their evening shirts 
as a reminder of what they wanted to say rather than preparing a 
formal speech.» 

cup 


be one's cup of tea not to be something which one likes or 


appreciates: Seaside holidays are not really our cup of 

one's cups under the influence of alcohol: He starts singing when 
he's in his 

cupboard 

love pretended affection shown for a person because of the things 
he or she gives one: The child always kisses her aunt but that's 
because she knows she will bring her a It's just cupboard people and 
animals liking those who feed them, food being kept in 


cupboards.> 


a skeleton in the cupboard see 


curiosity 


killed the cat see 

curl 

one's toes curl see 

curry 

favour with (someone) to try to gain the approval or favour of 
(someone) by insincere flattery or by being extremely nice to him 
or her all the time: The girl thinks that she will pass the test if she 
curries favour with the to do with brushing horses with a curry 
comb from "curry favel", from Old French estriller fauvel being a 
chestnut horse.» 

curtain 

curtains for (someone or something) to be the end of (someone or 
something): The change of ownership means curtains for the present 
to curtains falling at the end of a stage performance.» 

lecture a private scolding, especially one given by a wife to a 
husband: | bet he got a curtain lecture when he got home for 
flirting at the the curtains that formerly were hung round a four- 
poster bed.» 

raiser something that begins or acts as an introduction to 
something: Her appearance on the school stage was a curtain raiser 
for a long and successful career as an 

down the curtain on (something) to cause (something) to come to 
an end: The government is ringing down the curtain on that above.» 


curve 


doing something unexpected: Sara thought the boss was going to 
thank her for working overtime when he threw her a curve and told 


her that she was going to have to work harder if she wanted to keep 


her reference to someone throwing a ball in baseball which 
surprises the batter by curving away when it reaches him.» 

cut 

cut above (someone or something) rather better than (someone or 
something): The office workers think they are a cut above the factory 
at the cutting edge see 

a long story short to to give a brief account of something quite 
complicated or lengthy: | could go into a great deal of detail but, 
to cut a long story short, they've 

and dried settled and definite: We cannot change our They're cut 
and to wood that has been cut and dried and made ready for 
use. 

and thrust methods and techniques of rivalry, argument or debate: 
The politician is skilled in the cut and thrust of parliamentary to 
sword fighting.» 

both ways to have an equal or the same effect on both parts of a 
question or on both people involved in something: We can impose 
sanctions on the enemy country but sanctions can cut both 

corners see 


(someone) dead see 


(someone) down to size see 
it fine to allow hardly enough time to do or get something: You're 
cutting it a bit You might miss the 


it out to stop doing (something): The children were teasing the cat 
but | told them to cut it 
loose see 


no ice see 

off one's nose to spite one's face see 
one's coat according to one's cloth see 
one's teeth on (something) see 


one's own (own) throat see 


to the chase see 
the Gordian knot see 


(someone) to the quick see 


up upset: She is cut up about the death of her 

up rough see 

cut out for (something) not naturally suited to: He wants to be a 
doctor, but he's not cut out for 

cut the mustard see 

cylinder 

on all cylinders working or operating at full strength: The factory 
hasn't been firing on all cylinders for some used of an internal 


combustion engine.» 


dab 

dab hand at (something) an expert at (something): He's a dab 
hand at 

daddy 

daddy of them all the most extreme example of (something); the 


finest or the worst example, often the worst: He has made many 
mistakes so far but his latest one is the daddy of them 

dagger 

daggers drawn feeling or showing great hostility towards each 
other: They're been at daggers drawn ever since the breakup of their 
see 


daggers at (someone) to look with great dislike or hostility at 


(someone): When she won the prize her fellow contestants looked 
daggers at 

daily 

bread basic living costs: They have to struggle to earn the daily 
bread for their 

dozen a series of physical exercises done every day, usually every 
morning: He always does his daily dozen before 

daily round the usual routine of daily life: He's tired of the daily 
round and he's given up his job to travel round the 

daisy 

pushing up the daisies to be dead: | saw his obituary today but | 
thought he'd been pushing up the daisies for 


as a daisy not at all tired, lively: The old lady was fresh as a daisy 
after her long 
damage 


the damage? what does it cost? What's the total cost?: "What's the 
damage?" the diners asked the 

Damocles 

sword of Damocles see 

damp 

damp squib something which is expected to be exciting, effective, 
etc, but which fails to live up to expectations: Everyone looked 
forward to the Christmas party but it turned out to be a damp to a 
wet firework that fails to go off. 

a damper on (something) to reduce the enjoyment, optimism, 
happiness of (something): Her parents arrived home early and 
instantly put a damper on the 

dance 

attendance on (someone) see 

to a different tune to act or think in a completely different way, 
especially when forced to do so: At first she refused to leave but 
she danced to a different tune when the police 

(someone) a (merry) dance to cause (someone) a series of great, 
usually unnecessary, problems or irritations: Their daughter led 
them a merry dance by going to stay with an old school friend 
without telling 

dander 

one's dander up to become very angry: The headmaster has really 
got his dander up about people who play Northern English dialect.» 
dandy 


and dandy quite all right: We had problems with the holiday 
bookings but everything's fine and dandy 

Darby 

and Joan a devoted elderly couple: So many people get divorced 
nowadays that it is a refreshing change to meet a Darby and the 


names of such a couple in an 18th-century English ballad.> 


dark 

leap in the dark an action or decision, the result of which is 
unknown or unpredictable: Her new job is a bit of a leap in the 
dark but there are no other possibilities at the 

shot in the dark an attempt or guess based on very little 
information: We don't know his exact address, but it's worth taking a 
shot in the dark and looking him up in the telephone 

whistling in the dark to try to give the impression that one is 
more confident of, or less worried about, a situation than one 
actually is: Tom tells everyone that his business is going well and 
that he's seriously thinking of expanding, but he's whistling in the 
dark; the new computer firm in town has taken away most of his 
horse a person or thing whose abilities, worth, etc, are unknown: 
He thinks that he is certain to win but | know for a fact that there 
is at least one dark horse in the 

the dark lacking knowledge or awareness: Everyone else seems to 
know all about the plans but | am still in the 

it or something dark to keep it or something secret: We know all 
about his prison record but we must keep it dark from other people 
in the 


darken (someone's) door not to dare to visit (someone): When his 
daughter stole his money he told her not to darken his door 

dash 

a dash to wear very smart or unusual clothes and so impress 
others: He cut quite a dash in his scarlet 

date 

past one's sell-by date to be no longer useful, needed, popular, etc: 
This fashion designer likes young models; to him models are past 
their sell-by date at the age of 20! 

daunt 


daunted not discouraged in any way: She had a bad start to the 
race but nothing daunted she went on to 

Davy Jones 

Jones's locker the bottom of the sea: The ship and all the sailors on 
board went to Davy Jones’s Jones was a name given in the 18th 
century to the ruler of the evil spirits of the sea.» 

dawn 

jalse dawn an event which makes a situation look as though it is 
improving when it is not: When the multinational company began 
looking at buildings in the town, we were hopeful that much-needed 
jobs would come to the area, but it was a false dawn; they set up a 
factory at the other end of the 


(the) crack of dawn see 
day 


in a day's work to all part of one's normal routine, not requiring 
extra or unusual effort: Of course the hotel receptionist will get the 
theatre tickets for It's all in a day's 

day of the week whatever the circumstances: His horse can race 
faster than yours any day of the 

the end of the day when everything has been taken into 
consideration: At the end of the day we must find someone to do 
the 

it a day to put an end to (something); to stop doing (something), 
especially to stop working: It’s too late to finish the job in Let's call 
ita 

or win the day to to be successful, to gain a victory: The lawyer’s 
argument carried the a military term meaning to win a battle.» 

in, day out every day without exception: It's rained day in, day out 
for a 

robbery the charging of prices that are far too high: Taxi prices in 


that city are daylight 


etc) days are numbered you are about to be dismissed, be killed, 
etc: When the boss finds out about that mistake your days are 
give up the day job! a humorous piece of advice given to someone 
not to stop doing his/her usual job in order to try to make a 
living at something which is less secure and requires a great deal 
of talent which the person does not have: One of the secretaries 
from work was singing in the club last night and we all said, "Don't 
give up the day job!" 

dog has his day everyone will get an opportunity at some time: 
Every dog has his Your turn will 

as the day is long very happy: The children are happy as the day is 
long playing on the 


a field day see 

had one's or its day to be past the most successful part of one's 
or its life: | thought the cinema had had its day but it has been 
seen better days see 

from day to day to think only about the present without making 
any plans for the future: With so little money it is difficult to do 
anything other than live from day to 

(someone's) day to make (someone) very pleased or happy: He 
really made his mother's day by sending her 


the day to announce the date of one's wedding: At last the 


engaged couple have named the 

to be one's day to be a day when nothing seems to go right for 
one: First | couldn't find a place to park, then | got a parking ticket 
and finally | ran out of It just hasn't been my 

of these days at some time in the future: One of these days you'll 
have a home of your 

of those days a day when nothing seems to go right: PII be glad to 


go to It's been one of those 


ihe day to prevent something from going wrong or from being a 
failure: When it rained we had no place to hold the féte but the 
headmaster saved the day by lending us the school 

daylight to be coming to the end of a long task: l've been working 
for weeks on the research project but at last I’m beginning to see 
the day to take advantage of any opportunities which occur now, 
rather than worry about the future: If you've been given the chance 
to travel round the world, seize the day; you can go to university 


next year! 


will be the day that is extremely unlikely to happen: "Perhaps your 
boss will offer you a salary "That'll be the day." 


order of the day see 


other day one day recently: | saw him just the other 


were the days the times in the past about which we are talking 
were good times: Do you remember our schooldays? Those were the 
days! 

dead 

dead duck a person or thing that is very unlikely to survive or 
continue: The proposed new traffic scheme is a dead Most of the 
committee are going to vote against 

dead end a situation from which it is impossible to progress: That 
factory job's a dead You have no 

dead loss a person or thing that is completely useless or 
unprofitable: He's a dead loss as a 

dead ringer see 

dead of night in the middle of the night when people are usually 
asleep: The burglars broke in at dead of 


(someone) dead to ignore (someone) completely: My neighbour has 


been cutting me dead since our children 
and buried completely dead or extinct with no chance of being 


revived: The issue of the proposed new motorway is dead and 


as a dodo completely dead or out of fashion: They're trying to 
revive village traditions that have been dead as a dodo for to a 


flightless bird that has been extinct since 1700.» 


beat exhausted: I’m dead beat after walking up that 

from the neck up extremely stupid: Don't take his He's dead from 
the neck 

in the water with no hope of success: We had hoped that our 
plans for a new shopping centre would be well received, but there's 
been a lot of opposition and the plans are now dead in the to a 
dead fish, which is no use to fishermen or anglers.> 

Sea fruit a thing that appears to be, or is expected to be, of great 
value but proves to be valueless: Her job abroad sounded very 
glamorous but it turned out to be a case of Dead Sea to a fruit, 
the apple of Sodom, that was thought to grow on trees beside 
the shores of the Dead Sea. It was beautiful to look at but fell to 
ashes when touched or tasted.» 

set on (something) determined to have or to do (something): His 
son is dead set on going to 

to the world in a very deep sleep: | didn't hear the phone. | was 
dead to the 


wood a person or thing that is no longer necessary or useful: The 


new management say that they are going to get rid of all the dead 
to waken the dead extremely loud: The children's rowdy game was 
enough to waken the 


a dead horse see 


the dead bury their dead past problems, quarrels, etc, are best 
forgotten: You must stop thinking about your divorce. It was a long 
time ago and you should let the dead bury their biblical reference 
to Matthew 8:22, in which Jesus said, "Follow me and let the 
dead bury their dead." 


my dead body in the face of my fierce opposition: The council will 
pull my house down over my dead 

into or fill dead men's shoes to to take over the position of 
someone who has died or left under unfortunate circumstances: If 
you want promotion in that firm you'll have to step into dead men's 
No one ever leaves to go 

not be seen dead in or with, extremely unlikely to be seen wearing 
something, accompanying someone, etc, because of an extreme 
dislike or aversion: He wouldn't be seen dead in flared She wouldn't 
be seen dead in public with 

deaf 

as a post completely deaf: There's no point in The old man is deaf 
as a 

on deaf ears to_not to be listened to, to go unnoticed or 
disregarded: There’s no point in giving her It will just fall on deaf 
deaf completely deaf: The old man is stone deaf and can’t hear a 
thing but he refuses to wear a hearing 

a deaf ear to (something) to refuse to listen to (something), to 
take no notice of (something): He turned a deaf ear to her appeals 
for 

deal 

done degl a project, arrangement, etc, which has been agreed to 
and completed and cannot be changed: We're in the process of 


selling our house and by this time next week it should be a done 


raw deal unfair treatment: The younger son got a raw deal when his 
father's estate was 

square deal fair or honest treatment: | don't feel that | got a 
square deal when | bought that 

and dealing see 

death 


death's door extremely ill, dying: He seemed to be at death's door 
yesterday but he shows signs of recovery 

in at the death to be present at the end or final stages of 
something: The factory closed It was sad to be in at the originally 
to being present at the death of the prey in a hunt.» 

one's death (of cold) to become infected with a very bad cold: 
You'll catch your death of cold in those wet 

trap a building that is in a dangerous state: That high building 
with no fire escape is a death 

with death to do something extremely risky and dangerous: She's 
dicing with death driving a car with faulty brakes in this wet 

the death to be badly received: His proposals have died the They 
were rejected by the originally to an actor or performer getting a 
poor reception from the audience.» 

(something) to death to discuss or deal with (something) to such 
an extent that it is no longer interesting: The newspapers have 
flogged to death the story about the politician and the 


on or hold on like grim death see 
of death see 


or feel like death warmed up to look or feel very unwell or very 
tired: You've looked like death warmed up ever since you had the 
the fear of death or God into (someone) see 


or tired to death of (someone or something) extremely weary or 


bored with (someone or something): I’m sick to death of that piece 
of Let's listen to something 

one's own death warrant to bring about one's own downfall, ruin, 
etc: He signed his own death warrant when he criticized the firm's 
product to a 

be the death of (someone) (1) to cause the death of (someone): 


That son of hers worries his mother so much that he'll be the death 


of (2) to make (someone) laugh a great deal: "That comedian will 
be the death of me," gasped my 

deck 

the decks see 

the deck to fall to the ground: Len slipped on the ice and hit the 
deck, spraining his ankle 

deep 

is only skin deep see 

thrown in at the deep end to be put suddenly into a difficult 
situation of which one has no experience: The trainee journalist was 
thrown in at the deep end and sent out on a story on his first 
morning in the to the deep end of a swimming pool.» 

off at the deep end to lose one's temper: His father went off at the 


deep end when he saw his wrecked (See above). 


deep water in great difficulties or trouble: Financially they've been in 


deep water since he lost his 


waters run deep see 

degree 

(someone) the third degree to subject (someone) to intense 
questioning, especially by using severe methods: The officer gave 
the captured enemy soldiers the third 

degree under slightly unwell: She's not at work—she’s feeling one 
degree 

the nth degree to the greatest possible degree, extent or amount: 
They will back you to the nth to the use of n as a symbol to 
represent a number, especially a large number. 

delicate 

a delicate condition pregnant: She announced to the group that her 
daughter was in a delicate 

dent 


a dent in (something) to reduce (something) by a considerable 
amount: My holiday abroad has made a dent in my 

depth 

depth thoroughly: You must study the problem in depth before 
making a recommendation. 

of one's depth in a situation which one cannot cope with: The 
child is out of his depth in that The work is too hard for literally to 
being in water deeper than one can stand up in.» 

the depths of (something) to reach the lowest level of unhappiness, 
misfortune, etc: He really plumbed the depths of misery when his 
wife 


deserts 


one's just deserts to be treated as one deserves, especially to 
receive deserved punishment: The burglar got his just deserts when 
he was sent to 

design 

designs upon (someone or something) to wish to possess (someone 
or something), usually belonging to someone else: Look | think he 
has designs on your 

device 

(someone) to his or her own devices to leave (someone) to look 
after himself or herself, often after having tried unsuccessfully to 
help him or her: You've done all you Now you must leave him to 
his own 

devil 

the very devil to be very difficult or troublesome: Getting to that 
town by public transport is the very 

the devil you know it is preferable to have someone or something 
that one knows to be bad than take a chance with someone or 


something that might turn out even worse: | think we should keep 


our present At least we can cope with their faults, and it's a case of 
better the devil you 

the devil and the deep blue sea faced with two possible courses of 
action each of which is as unacceptable as the other: He's between 
the devil and the deep If he takes the promotion he has to move to 
another part of the country. If he stays here he will be 


take the hindmost the person who is last must accept the worst 
fate or the least acceptable conditions, so everyone should take 
care to avoid this position: There are so few jobs and so many 
young people looking for them nowadays that it is devil take the 

the devil his due to be fair to someone, even although one dislikes 
him or her: | cannot stand him but give the devil his due he's an 
excellent 

must when the devil drives if it is absolutely necessary that 
something must be done then one must do it: | would like to 
take some time off, but this work is needed for next week and needs 
must when the devil 

devils advocate to put forward objections to a plan, idea, etc, 
simply in order to test the strength of the arguments in its 
favour: It's really important that there are no flaws in our proposal 
for That's why I’m playing devil's 

of the devil here is the very person to whom we have just been 
referring: Speak of the There's the man we've been for "speak of 
the devil and he will appear" which refers to a superstition which 
held that talking about evil gave it the power to appear.» 

will be the devil to pay there will be serious trouble: There'll be the 
devil to pay when the boss finds out we all left legendary bargains 
struck with the devil by which one could have immediate worldly 
success, happiness and riches, if one gave him one's soul at a 
later date. 


diamond 


diamond a person who behaves in a rough manner but who has 
good or valuable qualities: He's extremely good at his job but he'll 
hate the formal He's a real rough 

dice 

with death see 


the dice against (someone) to arrange things so that (someone) 
has no chance of success: Since he has no qualifications the dice 
are loaded against him in his job to a method of cheating in 
gambling by putting lead or similar heavy material into a dice so 
that only certain numbers will come up.» 

dying for (something) to be longing for (something): He's dying for 
a 

hard to take a long time to disappear or become extinct: He can't 
get used to new methods of production—old habits die 

laughing to be extremely amused: We nearly died at the clown's 

the death see 

with one's boots on to die while still working: He refused to retire 
but died with his boots to soldiers dying in active service.» 

or die see 

say die never give up hope: You may have lost your girlfriend but 
never say You'll find someone 

die is cast a step has been taken which makes the course of 
future events inevitable: The die is cast—he has asked her to marry 
translation of the Latin iacta alea supposedly said by Julius Caesar 
when he crossed the Rubicon in 49 Bc and so committed himself 
to a war with the Senate.» 

differ 

different kettle of fish see 


to differ to agree not to argue about something any more since 


neither party is likely to change his or her opinion: We are 


reasonably friendly now since we agreed to differ about We used to 
quarrel all the 

different as chalk and cheese see 

one's differences to forget about past disagreements: The two 
members of the board will never agree about company policy but in 
the interests of the firm they have agreed to sink their 

the difference to agree on an amount of money halfway between 
two amounts, especially between the amount that one person is 
charging for something and the amount that someone else is 
willing to pay for it: He's asking £200 for the bike and you only 
want to pay Why don't you split the difference and offer him £150? 
dig 

one's heels in to show great determination, especially in order to 
get one's own wishes carried out: You won't persuade him to 
attend the He's digging his heels in and refusing to 


one's own grave to be the cause of one's own misfortune: | feel 


sorry for the young man who lost his job but he dug his own grave 
when he kept taking days 


dilemma 


the horns of a dilemma in a position where it is necessary to 
choose between two courses of action: The old lady's on the horns 
of a She can't decide which of her grandchildren's invitations to 
medieval rhetoric a dilemma was likened to a two-horned animal 
on one of whose horns the person making the decision had to 
throw himself or herself. 

dim 

a dim view of (something) to look with disapproval on 
(something): The boss takes a dim view of his employee's inability to 
get to work on 

dine 

out on (something) to be given social invitations because of 
information, gossip, etc, one can pass on: Ever since he got back 
to America he's been dining out on having met the 

dinner 

a dogs dinner an untidy mess: The pupil's written work is like a 
dog's 

of (something) than you have had hot dinners a very great deal of 
(something): He's been in jail more times than l've had hot 

dirt 

old man an elderly man who shows a sexual interest in young 
girls or young boys: The police are keeping an eye on the dirty old 
man in the 

the dirt on (someone) to say unpleasant or scandalous things 
about an individual's private life: The tabloids love to dish the dirt 
on 

(someone's) dirty work to do something wrong or unpleasant on 
behalf of (someone else): The manager has asked his deputy to do 
his dirty work and sack half the 

the dirty on (someone) to treat (someone) in an unfair, dishonest 
or disloyal way: He did the dirty on his friend and told the police 
about her part in the 


name is dirt or mud (someone) is in great disfavour: When he was 
company secretary he embezzled money, so now his name is dirt 
around 

(someone) like dirt to treat (someone) with contempt: The new 
head of the household treats the staff like 

one's dirty linen in public same as air one's dirty linen see 
disappear 

a disappearing see 

discord 

discretion 

is the better part of valour it is wise not to take any unnecessary 
risks: | thought of betting all my winnings on the next race but | 
decided that discretion was the better part of to Shakespeare's Henry 
IV Part Act 5, scene iv.» 

dish 

the dirt on (someone) see 

distance 

the distance to complete something successfully, to last until the 
end of something: | didn't think that he would go the distance but 
he finished the marathon race 

one's distance not to come too close, not to be too friendly: It is 
important for teachers to keep their distance from their 

striking distance reasonably close: He was within striking distance of 
the town when he 


dividend 


dividends to bring advantages at a later time: | know it’s difficult to 
have to study when the weather's so fine, but all your hard work will 
pay dividends when you pass your exams and get a good to 
dividends paid on money invested, as on stocks and shares.» 


do 


done deal see 


(someone) a good turn see 


away with (someone or something) see 

one's bit to do one's share of the work, etc: If we all do our bit to 
collect donations we should reach our target 

(someone) down (1) to do (someone) harm, to cheat (someone): 
The businessman made his fortune from doing other people (2) to 
speak unfavourably of or criticize (someone): Salesmen usually do 
down the products of their 

(someone) in to kill (someone): The police are looking for the person 
who did her 


(someone or something) justice see 


one's level best see 

for without any hope of rescue, help or recovery: We're done Our 
enemies are gaining on 

io a turn see 

one's nut see 

one's own thing see 

or die to make the greatest effort possible at the risk of killing, 
injuring, ruining, etc, oneself: The soldiers were told that their next 


attack on the enemy would be a case of do or 


(someone) out of (something) to prevent (someone) from getting 
(something), usually by dishonest or deceitful means: The other 
brothers did the youngest brother out of his inheritance by telling 
their father that he was 

(someone) proud see 

the honours to act as host, to serve food or drink to one's guests: 
His wife did the honours and poured the 

the trick see 

time to serve a prison sentence: I’m sure he'll do time for shooting 
the 


(something) up to renovate or redecorate (something): We're doing 


up an old coach 


do's (1) fair treatment: Everybody in the group is entitled to fair (2) 
be fair: Fair do's! It's my turn to have the 

do with (something) to make use of (something) as a substitute 
for something better: They would like to buy a house but they will 
have to make do with rented 

the done thing not acceptable behaviour: It's not the done thing to 
smoke at the table. 

doing certainly not: "Would you lend me £10?" "Nothing doing!" 
some doing to take a great deal of effort: We might just get there 
on time but it'll take some 

dos and don'ts what one should or should not do in a particular 
situation: It's difficult to know the dos and don'ts when you go to a 
new 

doctor 

what the doctor ordered exactly what is required: A cool drink is just 
what the doctor ordered in this 

dodo 

as a dodo see 


dog 


dog and pony show an event which has been organized just to 
impress someone: The firm are putting on a series of dog and pony 
shows to try to attract new buyers for their 

dog in the manger a person who stops someone else from doing 
or having something which he or she does not want: The child's a 
real dog in the He doesn't want to play with his model cars but he 
won't lend them to his one of Aesop's fables in which a dog 
prevents the horses from eating the hay in the feeding rack 
although he himself did not want to eat the hay. 

dogs life a miserable life: He leads a dog's life with his nagging 


hair of the dog (that bit one) see 


off the dogs to stop attacking or criticizing (someone): The 


protesters against the new road say that they won't call off the dogs 
until it is announced that the project has been 

eat dog a ruthless struggle against one's rivals to survive or be 
successful: It’s dog eat dog in the business world during a 
someone who is given all the odd jobs to do, particularly 
unpleasant ones: The boss treats her like the office dogsbody and 
gets her to run errands and make the 

dog has his day see 

to the dogs to be no longer good, moral, successful, etc: He used 
to be such a hard-working young man but since his mother died he's 
gone to the 


a dog a bad name if bad things are said about a person's 
character they will stay with him or her for the rest of his or her 
life: He's actually a very good worker, but he's got a reputation for 
laziness, and you know what they say about giving a dog a bad 

the doghouse in disfavour: He's in the doghouse for being late for 

a dog and bark oneself to employ someone to do a job and then 
do it oneself: She has a secretary and yet she does all her own Talk 
about keeping a dog and barking 

sleeping dogs lie do not look for trouble; if there is no trouble, do 
not cause any: | think that she's forgotten about my mistake, so 
don't remind Just let sleeping dogs 

the dog see the rabbit let me, etc, come near, get a view, etc: 
Could you all get away from the television screen and let the dog see 
the | want to watch 

a dogs dinner see 

cats and dogs see 

dog story a very long joke with a pointless or a ridiculous ending: 


His uncle's shaggy dog stories go on for 


tail is wagging the dog. see 

(someone) to the dogs deliberately to cause (someone) to suffer an 
unpleasant fate, especially when this is done for selfish or 
dishonest reasons: It was he who made the mistake but he threw 
his assistant to the dogs and had him sacked for 

dog the person who is in charge: Now that the manager has left, 
several of the workers are fighting to be top 

can't teach an old dog new tricks the older you get the more 
difficult it is to learn new skills or accept ideas or new fashions: 
The old man resigned from his caretaker's job when they called for 


new security "You can't teach an old dog new tricks," he 


doggo 

doggo to remain in hiding, not to do anything that will draw 
attention to oneself: Lie The police are looking for 

done see 

donkey 

ages or years a very long time: He's been with that firm for 
donkey's from a pun on donkey's ears, which are very long.» 

work the hard, often tiring or physical, part of any job: They're 
doing all the painting of the house themselves but they're hiring 
someone to the donkey 

the hind legs off a donkey to talk too much or to talk for a very 
long time: | try to avoid my neighbour if I’m in a She can talk the 
hind legs off a 

death's door see 

knocking at the door to try to join an organization or company: It's 
about this time of year that hundreds of new graduates come 
knocking at the door, and we don't have any vacancies this 
(someone's) door to come or go into (someone's) house: He told 


his son never to darken his door 


closed doors in private, secretly: Something's The boss is talking to 

them behind closed 

a or one foot in the door to start to gain entrance to somewhere 
or something when entrance is difficult: He hasn't been invited to 
join the golf club but he's been asked to play That's one foot in the 
to someone putting a foot in a door to wedge it open in order 


to gain entrance.» 


the wolf from the door see 


(something): The police are trying to lay the crime at his door just 
because he's an 

(someone's) doorstep very close to where (someone) lives: 
Understandably they don't want a motorway on their 

doors to give someone an opportunity to improve his or her 
position, to improve someone's chances of success: Having his 
father in the same profession will open doors for him when he applies 
for a 

(someone) the door to make (someone) leave: If those people are 
disturbing the other customers show them the 

dose 

dose or taste of one's own medicine something unpleasant done to 
a person who is in the habit of doing similar things to other 
people: He's always bullying the younger boys but he got a dose of 
his own medicine when one of their brothers beat him 

a dose of salts very quickly or very efficiently: She got through the 


typing like a dose of to Epsom salts which is used as a 


purgative.> 
dot 
the i’s and cross the t’s to_to attend to details: She’s good at 


general planning but you'll need someone to dot the i’s and cross the 


the dot (1) exactly on time: They arrived on the dot for the (2) 
exactly at the time stated: You must be there at six o'clock on the 
to the dots on the face of a clock.» 


on the dotted line see 


double 


double-edged or two-edged sword see 

the double very quickly: You had better get your homework handed 
in—on the military term, literally at twice the normal marching 
speed.» 

a double take to look at or think about (someone or something) a 
second time because one has not taken it in or understood it the 
first time: | did a double take when | saw my old | hadn't seen him 
for 30 

back to turn round and go back the way one has come: The fox 
doubled back and avoided the 


Dutch unintelligible words or language: ! couldn't understand what 


the lecturer was talking about—it was double Dutch to to the fact 
that Dutch sounds a very difficult language to those who are not 
native speakers of it. 


double to see two images of everything instead of one: | thought | 


was seeing double when the twins walked into the 

doubt 

doubting Thomas a person who will not believe something without 
strong proof: He won't believe that you're back until he sees You 
know what a doubting Thomas he to the biblical story of Thomas, 
the disciple who doubted Christ's return from the dead, John 
21:24-29.» 

down 

down in the world see 

(a person who is) without money or a means of support, 


homeless: The down-and-outs are sleeping under the 


untidy, uncared-for, poorly dressed: She's a bit down-at-heel but she 
can't afford to buy new 

in the dumps or down in the mouth depressed, in low spirits: He's 
always down in the dumps in the 

on one's luck see 

the drain completely wasted: My computer crashed and that was a 
day's work down the 

the line see 

very practical: He doesn't wish to be involved with the theory of the 
He is a very down-to-earth 

tools see 

to the wire see 

under Australia: He has many relatives down 

down to (something) to begin to work at (something) in earnest: 
The exams are next You'll have to get down to some 

down well or big to be a great success: The conjuror went down 
well with the 

downhill to get worse and worse, to deteriorate: The old lady's gone 
downhill mentally since | last saw 

a down on (someone or something) to be very hostile or opposed 
to (someone or something): The teacher seems to have a down on 
the new boy for some 

the side down see 

(something) down see 

(someone) down the river see 

(someone) down to the ground see 

down to (someone) see 

dozen 


dozen see 


dozen see 


nineteen to the dozen see 


drag 


(someone/someone's reputation) through the mud see 
drape 


oneself in the flag see 


draw 


to the drawing board see 

a blank see 

a line under (something) see 

a veil over (something) see 

in one's horns see 

the line see 

the long bow see 

the short straw see 

the teeth of (someone or something) see 

drawn-out going on for a long time, especially unnecessarily: The 
reception was a long, drawn-out 

drawer see 

of the top drawer from the upper classes or aristocracy: They may 
be out of the top drawer but they are absolutely 

dream 

dream ticket used of two people who are expected to work very 
successfully together: With Tracy as club president and Don as vice- 
president | think we have a real dream used to refer to political 


elections.» 


on! used to indicate to someone that his/her hopes of something 
are not likely to be realized: You don't seriously think we'll get a 
famous film star to open our new village hall? Dream on! 

your dreams! same as dream Do you really think that our parents 
would let us go to an all-night rave? In your dreams! 


American dream see 


like a dream to work or operate very smoothly or successfully: The 
plan for the surprise birthday party worked like a 

dress 

to kill or dressed to the nines dressed in one's smartest clothes so 
as to attract attention: She was dressed to kill for their first 

drift 

the drift to understand the general meaning of something: | got 
the drift of the lecturer’s talk although | didn't understand all the 
drink 

like a fish to drink a great deal of alcohol: He has a terrible 
complexion as he drinks like a 

to (someone or something) to toast (someone's) health: Let's drink 
to the new 

drive 

driving at to be suggesting or trying to say: | wasn't sure what he 
was driving at but | thought that he was implying | was 

a coach and horses through (something) see 

a hard bargain see 


a wedge between see 


drop 
drop in the bucket see 


the drop of a hat immediately, requiring only the slightest excuse: 


He will start singing at the drop of a 

dropping like flies see 

a brick see 

(someone) a line see 

in to pay a casual visit: Do drop in if you are 

into (someone's) lap to happen to (someone) without any effort: 
The job abroad just dropped into his He didn't even apply for 
the ball see 


off to fall asleep: My father dropped off during the 

out to withdraw from school, university, etc, or from society: After 
his first year at college he dropped He hated his parents' lifestyle so 
much that he decided to drop out and live 

your guard see 

(something) drop to let (something) be known accidentally: She let 
it drop that he was 

penny drops see 


could have heard a pin drop see 


drown 

one's sorrows to take alcoholic drink in order to forget one's 
unhappiness: The day he was made redundant he drowned his 
sorrows in the 

drum 


the drum see 


(someone) out to send (someone) away, to ask (someone) to 
leave: They've drummed him out of the club for starting a to the 
use of drums when an officer was being publicly dismissed from 
his regiment.> 

dry 

dry run a practice attempt, a rehearsal: The headmaster wants a 
dry run of tomorrow's speech 

as a bone extremely dry: The grass is dry as a 

as dust extremely dull or boring: Some of the texts we have to read 
this year are dry as 

up to forget what one was going to say: It was embarrassing for 
everyone when the speaker dried 


and dry see 


one's powder dry to remain calm and prepared for immediate 


action: Don't do anything just Keep your powder dry and wait to see 


what the opposition do. Then you can decide what action to to the 


fact that gunpowder must be kept dry to be effective.» 


duck 

dead duck see 

lame duck a weak or inefficient person or organization: You 
shouldn't keep helping He's just a lame duck who's relying on you 
too 

sitting duck a person or thing that is very easy to attack: Their 
firm was a sitting duck for take-over bids as it was obviously in 
financial to the fact that a sitting duck is easier to shoot at than 


one flying in the air.» 


water off a duck's back be totally ineffective: Don't bother offering 


him advice—it's water off a duck’s to the fact that water runs 
straight off the oily feathers on a duck’s back.> 

one’s duck to have one’s first success: We were worried about the 
trainee salesman but he’s broken his He's made his first cricketing 
term—no score in cricket is known as a duck.> 

to (something) like a duck to to be able to do (something) right 
from the beginning naturally and without difficulty: The child took 
to skiing like a duck to 

duckling an unattractive or uninteresting person or thing that 
develops in time into someone or something very attractive, 
interesting or successful: She is now an international model but as 
a child she was a real ugly to the story by Hans Andersen about a 
baby swan that is brought up by ducks who consider it ugly by 
their standards until it grows into a beautiful swan.» 

dust 

the dust see 

like gold dust see 


as dust see 


(someone's) dust to be much less successful than someone with 
whom one is in some kind of competition: Their team were at the 
bottom of the league a few weeks ago when we were at the top, but 
now we're eating their 

dust to be unused or unattended to: Those bikes are just lying in 
the garage gathering dust—why don't we give them to the kids next 
door? 


the dust settle to give things time to calm down: Jean's parents are 
still very angry that you were so late in bringing her You should let 
the dust settle before you go round there 

see (someone) for dust not to see (someone) again because he has 
run away: When he discovers that he's the father of her child you 
won't see him for to clouds of dust left behind by horses or 
vehicles when they are moving fast.» 

the dust from one's feet to leave somewhere, usually gladly: I’ve 
been in this town long It’s time to shake the dust from my 

dust in (someone's eyes) to attempt to confuse or deceive 
(someone): They threw dust in the policeman's eyes by saying that 
they had seen an intruder but this was just to give the real burglar 
time to get temporarily blinds people if it gets into their eyes.» 
Dutch 

Dutch see 

auction an auction in which the auctioneer starts with a high price 
and reduces it until someone puts in a bid: | got the table quite 
cheaply in a Dutch 

courgge courage that is not real courage but induced by drinking 
alcohol: He needed some Dutch courage before asking for a salary 
from a Dutch military custom of drinking alcohol before going 
into battle, perhaps from the fact that gin was introduced into 


England by the Dutch followers of William lI.» 


treat a kind of entertainment or celebration where everyone 
concerned pays for himself or herself: He's asked us to help him 
celebrate his promotion but it's to be a Dutch Dutch lunch, to 
which all of the guests were expected to contribute some of the 
food.» 

Dutch to share expenses: I'll accept your dinner invitation if we go 
a Dutchman a phrase used to indicate that one does not at all 
believe what is being said: If that salesman’s honest, I’m a 

to (someone) like a Dutch uncle to scold (someone) or talk to 
(someone) for what is supposedly his or her own good: He's her 
younger brother but he talks to her like a Dutch from the Dutch 
reputation for strict family discipline.» 

dye 

thorough, of firmly fixed opinions: He's a dyed-in-the-wool Arsenal 
to the dyeing of material while it is in its raw state before being 
spun so that the colour is deeper and lasts longer. 


see 


eager beaver see 

eagle 

an eagle eye on (someone or something) see 
ear 

flea in one's ear see 

ears see 

music to one's ears see 


(someone's) ear to keep talking to someone for a long time so 


that you annoy or bore him/her: | wanted to read on the bus, but 
Anna spent the whole journey bending my ear about her quarrel with 
her 

out on one's ear to have to leave a job, organization, etc: If Tom 


is late one more time he'll be out on his 


on deaf ears see 


one's ears for (something) same as give one's right arm for 
(something) see 


in one ear and out the other not to make any lasting impression: | 
gave my assistant detailed instructions but they went in one ear and 
out the 

jrom ear to ear to have a wide smile on your face: We knew that 
Jenny had passed her driving test because she was grinning from ear 
to ear 

nothing between the ears to be stupid: We've had to sack the new 
apprentice because he seemed to have nothing between his 
(someone's) ear to have the sympathetic attention of (someone, 
usually someone influential): He may well get the manager's job— 
he has the ear of the 


(something) coming out of one's ears used to emphasize how much 
of something you have: We have a good crop of apples this year— 
so much so that they're coming out of our 


or keep one's ear to the ground to keep oneself informed about 


what is happening around one: The caretaker will know if there are 
any vacant He keeps his ear to the from a method of tracking 
prey.» 

to (someone or with only half an ear to not to pay much attention 
to what is being said: There was something on the radio news 
about the incident, but | was only listening with half an 

(etc) ears are burning someone somewhere is talking about me 
(etc): My ears should have been burning this morning—1l believe my 
employers were discussing my belief that one's ears grow hot when 
someone is talking about one is mentioned by Pliny, the Roman 
writer.» 

back one's ears to listen attentively: Pin back your ears if you hear 
his name 

back (someone's) ears to reprimand (someone): | must try to get to 
work on time; | don't want the boss pinning back my ears for being 


it by ear to deal with matters as they arise without making plans 


beforehand: It's difficult to know how they will react to your You will 
have to play it by to playing a piece of music from memory rather 


than from printed music.» 


up one's ears to begin to listen attentively: He was bored by the 
speech but he pricked up his ears when he heard his name to 
animals literally pricking up their ears when they are listening 
attentively.> 

a deaf ear to (something) see 

to one's ears in (something) to deeply involved in (something): I’m 
up to my ears in work this comparison with someone who is 


almost submerged by very deep water. 


have ears see 

behind the ears see 

early 

early bird catches the worm see 

earn 

one's corn see 

one's stripes see 

earth 

practicalities of life or of a situation: She was daydreaming about a 
career on the stage but was brought down to earth by her boss 
asking her to do some 

the earth see 

to earth to go into hiding: The criminals went to earth after the to 
a fox escaping into its earth or hole during a hunt.» 

heaven and earth see 

have or not stand an earthly (1) not to have the slightest chance: 
The youngest competitor doesn't stand an earthly in the competition 
against the experienced (2) to have no knowledge or information: | 
haven't an earthly where he «(1) A shortened form of a religious 


expression "not to have an earthly hope". 


(someone or something) to earth to to find (someone or 
something) after a long search: ! finally ran the book to earth in a 
second-hand book to a hunting term for chasing a fox into its 
earth or hole. 

salt of the earth see 

easy 


as falling off a log or easy as pie extremely easy: Passing the exam 


was easy as falling off a 
meat someone or something that is easily taken advantage of: She 


was so naive that she was easy meat for lecherous 


on the eye very attractive: He always employs secretaries who are 
easy on the 

easy on (someone or something) (1) not to treat (someone) too 
sternly: Go easy on the child—she didn't mean to spill the (2) not 
to use very much of (something): Go easy on the milk—we haven't 
much 

it easy (1) not to hurry or expend much effort: Take it We've got 
plenty of time to catch the (2) not to get upset or angry: Take it 
Losing your temper won't help the 

eat 

at the cutting edge of (something) to be part of the most modern, 
advanced development or stage of (something): Gwen's new project 
is at the cutting edge of cancer 

crow see 

one's heart out see 


humble pie see 
one's words see 


(someone's) dust see 
one's cake and eat it see 


(someone) eating out of one's hand to have (someone) doing 


everything that one wishes, because he or she likes or admires 
one: The boss is usually a very stern, unfriendly man but the 
secretary has him eating out of her to an animal that is so tame 
that it will eat out of someone's hand.» 

eat my hat see 

eating you? what's annoying or troubling you?: What's eating you? 
You've been in a bad mood all 

ebb 

a low ebb in a poor or depressed state: She has been at a low 
ebb since the death of her to the tide when it has flowed away 


from the land.» 


edge 

double-edged or two-edged sword see 

on the edge of your seat to be very excited and eager to know 
what happens next: The film was a thriller and we were all on the 
edge of our seats until the very 

frayed_at the edges to be less strong or effective than formerly: 
When it was first established we thought that the school policy on 
bullying was excellent, but circumstances have changed and it is now 
rather frayed at the to cloth that is beginning to unravel.> 

some/a few rough edges to have a few faults, often with regard to 
social behaviour: Joan has a few rough edges but I’m sure that, with 
some training, she will make an excellent 


a word in edgeways or edgewise see 


the edge on (someone or something) to have the advantage of 
(someone or something): He should With his experience he has the 
edge on the other 


one's edge to become less effective or less good at what you do: 


Sam used to be our best salesman, but | think he's beginning to lose 
his to a knife becoming blunt.» 

a knife edge see 

edge nervous: She was on edge until she heard the results of the 
(someone) over the edge to make someone unable to cope, 
mentally ill, etc: Sue has just recovered from a nervous breakdown 
and we're worried that losing her job will push her over the edge 
one's teeth on edge see 

the edge off (something) to reduce (something), to make 
(something) less sharp, etc: His smile took the edge of his 

egg 

hest-egg see 


egg see 


left with egg on one's face to be left looking foolish: He told 
everyone that his horse would certainly win but he was left with egg 
on his face when it came in 

all one's eggs in one basket to rely entirely on the success of one 
project, etc: The young graduate has put all her eggs in one basket 
and only applied for one 


as eggs is eggs see 


one's grandmother to suck eggs to try to tell someone how to do 
something when he or she is much more experienced than 
oneself at it: We've been playing chess for years, but the young 
beginner was giving us hints—certainly a case of teaching one’s 
grandmother to suck 

can't make an omelette without breaking eggs see 

ego 

ego_see 

eight 

or have one over the eight to be or to have had too much to 
drink: He started a fight when he was one over the to a former 
belief that one could have eight alcoholic drinks before one 
becomes drunk.» 

elbow 

grease hard physical work: New polishes are all very well but it will 
take elbow grease to get a shine on that 

room space enough to move or to do something: PII need elbow 
room in the kitchen if | am to get the meal 

(someone) the elbow to get rid of (someone), to end a relationship 
with (someone): She's given her fiancé the elbow and is going out 
with someone 

power to (someone's) elbow see 

at elbow ragged, having holes: That old sweater is out at Throw it 


to one's elbows same as up to one's ears see 


element 

one's element in a situation in which one is happy or at one's 
best: He's in his element sailing to the four elements of medieval 
science of fire, earth, air and water.» 


elephant 


white elephant something which is useless and troublesome to 
look after: The vase my aunt gave me is a real white It's ugly and 
impossible to elephants were given by the kings of Siam to 
followers who had displeased them since the cost of keeping such 
an elephant was such that it would ruin the follower.> 

a memory like an elephant never to forget things: Her mother won't 
forget that | borrowed her She's got a memory like an 

pink elephants to have hallucinations, especially when one has 
drunk too much alcohol: The drunk man saw pink elephants at the 
foot of his 

eleventh 

the eleventh hour at the last possible minute: She handed in her 
essay at the eleventh biblical reference to the parable of the 
labourers in the vineyard in Matthew 20.» 

empty 

vessels make most noise to the most foolish or least informed 
people are most likely to voice their opinions: She complains all 
the time about the new scheme but she knows nothing about Empty 
vessels make most 

end 

dead end see 

a loose end with nothing to do, with no plans: The young man's 
been at a loose end since he finished his 

the end of the day see 


the end of one's tether at the end of one's patience, tolerance, etc: 
She's at the end of her tether looking after three small to a rope 
that will only extend a certain distance to let the animal attached 
to it graze.» 

one's wits' ends see 

to a sticky end see 

off at the deep end see 


one's end up to perform as well as other people involved: ! didn't 


know much about the subject being discussed but | kept my end 
ends meet to live within the limits of one's income: He earns very 
little but somehow they make ends ends referred to are the start 
and finish of one's annual accounts.» 

end justifies the means if the result is good it does not matter 
how one achieved it: She cheated in order to pass the exam but she 
says that the end justified the 

end of the line or road the point beyond which survival is 


impossible: Their marriage has reached the end of the 


hold of the wrong end of the stick see 
thin end of the wedge see 


the end of the world see 

enfant 

terrible a younger person who embarrasses older people with his 
or her unconventional ideas or behaviour: The new member of the 
committee is an enfant terrible and shocked the older members by 
suggesting radical 

enough 

is as good as a feast if you have enough of something you should 
be satisfied with that; you do not need any more: We had just 
enough presents to give all the children at the party one each, but 
enough is as good as a 


error 


the error of your ways to realize or admit that one has done 
something wrong or behaved badly: As a young teenager Sam went 
round with a wild crowd, but he has now seen the error of his ways 
and is studying hard to get to 

and error see 

essence 

the essence of the greatest importance: Speed is of the essence in 
this 

establishment 

Establishment the group who hold positions of authority in a 
country, society, etc: Young people often rebel against the 

eternal 

rest death: The old man has gone to his eternal 

triangle a sexual relationship between two men and one woman or 
between two women and one man, often involving conflict: He is 
married but he has a mistress—the eternal 

Eternal City Rome. 

even 

£ven see 

even with (someone) to be revenged on (someone): He vowed to 
get even with his opponent for committing a 

or keep on an even keel to keep steady or calm with no sudden 
changes: One minute she's up, the next she's She must get on an 
even 


event 


wise after the event to realize how a situation should have been 
dealt with after it is over: Her father never knows what to do at 
the time but he’s always wise after the 

the event as it happened: We thought he would win but in the 


event he 


the event of (something) if (something) happens: He inherits the 
business in the event of his father's 

every 

inch a or the see 

man jack see 

everything 

but the kitchen sink see 

evidence 

evidence easily seen: His love for her is much in 

Queen's or King's evidence to give evidence against a fellow 
criminal in order to have one's own sentence reduced: The accused 
turned Queen's evidence and spilled the beans about his 

evil 

evil eye see 

lesser of two evils the less unpleasant of two fairly unpleasant 
choices: | had either to dig the garden or look after my sister's two 
children for the afternoon; digging was the lesser of the two 

off the evil hour or day to keep postponing something unpleasant: 
He should go to the dentist but he keeps putting off the evil 

ewe 

ewe lamb (someone's) favourite: Her youngest son is her ewe 
biblical reference to Samuel 12:3.» 


exception 


exception that proves the rule the fact that an exception has to be 
made for a particular example of something proves that the 
general rule is valid: All the family have black The youngest 
member, who is fair-haired, is the exception that proves the 
exception to (something) to take offence at (something): | took 
exception to his overcritical comments about my 


exhibition 


an exhibition of oneself to behave embarrassingly in public: She 
made an exhibition of herself at the office party by getting very 
expense 

the expense of (someone or something) causing loss, harm, 
embarrassment, etc: He won the race, but at the expense of his 
extra 

the extra mile see 

eye 

wealthy, but | knew that it was all my 

eye for an eye (and a tooth for a tooth) a punishment to match 
the offence committed: He killed the son of the man who murdered 
his daughter—an eye for an biblical reference to Exodus 21:23.» 
sight for sore eyes to a pleasant or welcome sight: "Well, you're a 
sight for sore eyes," said the old man to his son, who was just back 


from a long trip 


smack in the eye for (someone) an insult or rebuff for (someone): 
When she married someone else it was a real smack in the eye for 
her ex- 

is in the eye of the beholder see 

one in the eye for (someone) to be something unpleasant that 
happens to someone who deserves it: He tried to get the boss to 
sack her, but it was one in the eye for him when she was 

see with half an eye to see or understand without difficulty: You 


can see with half an eye that he is seriously 


one's eyes to (something) deliberately to ignore (something 


blameworthy): The local policeman closed his eyes to the pub being 
open after closing 

one's eyes out to weep bitterly: The little girl cried her eyes out when 
her rabbit 


on the eye see 


something which reveals an unexpected fact: When he stood up to 
the bully it was a real eye-opener to She'd thought he was a 
something extremely ugly: That new building is an 


your eyes on (something) to look at (something) with a great deal 


of pleasure: The children feasted their eyes on the display of toys in 
the shop 

your eye in to get some practice or experience at doing something 
so that you become more skilful: | start my new job tomorrow and 
the boss is on holiday till next week; that gives me a few days to get 
my eye 


one's eye teeth see 


(someone) the glad eye see 


an eye for (someone or something) to be a good judge of 
(someone or something), to be able to spot (someone or 
something) as a good example: She has an eye for a bargain when 
it comes to 

an eye to the main chance see to 

mud in your eye! see 


the twinkling of an eye very rapidly, immediately: The child 


disappeared in the twink-ling of an 

an eagle eye on (someone or something) to watch (someone or 
something) extremely closely: Keep an eagle eye on that till when 
Jamie's around because | don't trust to the fact that eagles have 
particularly keen vision.» 

a weather eye open or keep one's eyes peeled or skinned to keep a 
close watch, to be alert: Keep your eyes peeled in case the police 
nautical term for watching for changes in the weather.» 


eyes at (someone) to look at (someone) with sexual interest: She 


was making eyes at the man at the 
to bat an eyelid not to show any surprise, distress, etc: He didn't 


bat an eyelid when the police charged 


(someone's) eyes to (something) to make (someone) aware of 
(something, usually unpleasant) previously unknown: They finally 
opened his eyes to his wife's 

the wool over (someone's) eyes see 

some/a few eyebrows to surprise or shock some people: The vicar's 


daughter's plunging neckline raised a few eyebrows at the church 


eye to eye with (someone) to be in agreement with (someone): The 


couple rarely see eye to eye about how to bring up their 

apple of (someone's) eye see 

evil eye the supposed power of causing harm by a look: | think 
he's put the evil eye on | always play chess badly when I’m playing 
against 

more to (someone or something) than meets the eye the true worth 
or state of (someone or something) is not immediately obvious: ! 
think that there's more to his illness than meets the 


a blind eye to (something) same as close one's eyes to (something) 


see above. 


one's eyes open fully aware of one's actions: She married him with 


her eyes She knew he was a violent 


face 

slap in the face see 

staring one in the face (1) to be very obvious, although one may 
not realize this at first: | was worrying about being short of money 
and Wendy was worrying about the lease on her flat running out 
shortly, but the solution to both our problems was staring us in the 
face; | rented my spare room to (2) to be likely to happen or to 
be about to happen: The recession had affected his business badly 
and Peter was staring bankruptcy in the 

smoke in (someone's) face see 

face to face with (someone or something) (1) to meet (someone), 
sometimes suddenly and unexpectedly: Jane was shopping in the 
high street when she came face to face with an old school friend she 
hadn't seen for (2) to experience (something) directly and have to 
deal with it: Sara’s parents had been very rich and this was the first 
time that she had come face to face with 

off one's nose to spite one's face see 

the music to face and deal with a situation caused by one's 
actions: At first he ran away after the crime but he returned to face 
the from a performer facing the musicians below the front of the 
stage as he or she makes an entrance on stage.» 


in the face of (something) to oppose or defy (something): She 
takes pleasure in flying in the face of to a dog attacking.» 


out of (someone's) face to go away and stop annoying (someone): 
| wish you'd stop complaining about your problems and get out of 


my 


(something) a face-lift to make (something) look better, to renovate 
(something): They've given the old house a complete to a cosmetic 
operation to raise the skin of the lower face to improve the 
appearance.» 

a long face to look unhappy: Judging from his long face | assume 
that he didn't get the 

a face like thunder to be very angry-looking: She had a face like 
thunder when he was late for 

the face of (something) while having to cope with (something 
unpleasant): She succeeded in the face of great 


a straight face to stop oneself from smiling or laughing: James 


didn't know about the surprise party and was complaining about 
everyone forgetting his birthday; | could hardly keep a straight 

on the other side of one's face see 

face to suffer a loss of respect or reputation: She refused to 
apologize to her employee because she thought she would lose face 
by doing 

or pull a face to to twist one's face into a strange or funny 
expression: She made a face behind her father's 

a brave face on it to try to appear brave when one is feeling 
afraid, distressed, etc: I’m nervous about the interview but I’m 
putting a brave face on 

(someone's) face to prevent (someone) from appearing stupid or 
wrong: It was her mistake but her secretary saved her face by taking 


responsibility for 


one’s face against (someone or something) to oppose (someone or 
something) with great determination: The chairman has set his face 
against the proposal and that's the end of 

one’s face to put in an appearance, especially when one will not 
be welcome or when one will be embarrassed: I’m surprised that 
she showed her face at the party after she got so drunk at the last 


(someone or something) at face value to judge (someone or 
something) on outward appearance: She takes him at face value, 
but his sincerity is to the value of a coin or note printed on it.» 
the grin off (someone's) face see 

faint 

heart never won fair lady boldness is necessary to achieve what 
one desires: You won't get a job sitting Faint heart never won fair 
to have the faintest not to have the slightest idea: | haven't the 
faintest who he 

fair 

Jair crack of the whip see 

fair means or foul by any method whatsoever: He's determined to 
get that job by fair means or 

and square (1) honestly, in a fair way: He won the contest fair and 
square, not because he was the umpire's (2) straight, directly: He hit 
him fair and square on the 

do's see 

game a person or thing that it is considered quite reasonable to 
attack, make fun of, etc: Politicians are fair game to members of 
the 


play fairness and justice: The children are organizing the sports 
themselves but there will have to be some teachers there to see fair 
friends people who are friendly towards one only when one is 
doing well or not in any kind of trouble: All his fairweather friends 
deserted him when he lost his 

a fair way to very likely to: He's in a fair way to becoming a 

fairy 

away with the fairies to be crazy or out of one's mind so that one 
imagines things: My granny's very old and away with the fairies; she 
thinks I’m her dead 


fairy godmother a person or organization that offers unexpected 
help with a problem or difficulty: Beth was a talented musician but 
her parents were too poor to send her to music college and she only 
got to go because a local benefactor acted as her fairy 

faith 

(all) good faith with honest and sincere intentions: | recommended 
the job to him in all good 

fall 

about to be extremely amused: The children fell about at the 
clown's 

back on (someone or something) to rely on (someone or 
something) if all else fails: When her husband left her she knew 
that she could fall back on her 

between two stools see 


by the wayside see 


down on (something) to do badly at (something): Since he was ill 
he has been falling down on his 

angel see 

flat to fail, to have no effect: The comedian's jokes fell completely 
for (someone or something) (1) to be deceived by (something): She 
fell for his charm but he was a (2) to be attracted to or fall in 
love with (someone or something): He fell for his best friend's 
foul of (someone or something) to do something that arouses 
someone's anger or hostility: He fell foul of the law at an early 


from grace to lose (someone's) favour: She used to be her father's 


favourite but she fell from grace when she married without his 
into line see 


into place see 


off the wagon see 


on deaf ears see 


on stony ground see 


or land on one’s feet see 


out to quarrel: He fell out with his neighbour over the repair of their 
communal 

over oneself to to set about doing something with great willingness 
and eagerness: She fell over herself to make her rich guest 

false 

false alarm see 

false dawn see 


false start see 


false pretences by using deceit: They got into the house under false 
pretences by saying they were 

familiarity 

breeds contempt people cease to appreciate people or things they 
know well: He doesn't realize what a marvellous wife he has because 
familiarity has bred 

family 

the family way pregnant: Her son's scarcely a year old, but she's in 
the family way 

in the family a characteristic found in many members of the same 
family: Violence runs in that At least three of them are in 

famine 

feast or famine see 

fancy 

and) fancy free to not in love with anyone, not romantically 
attached: He used to be married but he's fancy free 

one's chances see 

or tickle one's fancy to attract one, to arouse a liking in one: She 
has seen a dress that took her 

far 

far ery from (something) see 


and away by a very great amount: He's far and away the best 


be it from (someone) to when (someone) has no right to do 
something but they do it anyway: Far be it from me to presume to 


advise you, but are you doing the right thing? 


jar to be very successful: The boy is not academic but | think he 
will go 

too far to do or say something that is beyond the limits of what 
is acceptable: The young employee went too far when he hit the 
far, so good up until now the project, etc, has been successful: So 
far so good, but we don't know what will happen in the 

fashion 

a fashion see 

fast 

see 

in the fast lane see 

fast and loose with (something) to act irresponsibly with 
(something): He had no intentions of marrying He was just playing 
fast and loose with her 

a fast one on (someone) to to deceive (someone): He pulled a fast 
one on me by selling me a stolen to bowling a fast ball in cricket.» 
fat 

the fat see 

isn't over till the fat lady sings to used to remind people that the 
result of a competition is not established until the end of the 
game, match, etc: Our team were losing quite badly and some of 
the fans left early, but Dick said, "It isn't over till the fat lady And 
he was right: we scored three goals in the last ten minutes of the 
the fatted calf see 

off the fat of the land to live in a luxurious fashion: While he was 
successful they lived off the fat of the 


fat is in the fire trouble has been started and it cannot be 
stopped: The fat was in the fire when his parents discovered he had 
been out all causes a fire to flare up.» 

fate 

fate worse than death something terrible that happens to one, 
often referring to rape: The village girls suffered a fate worse than 
death at the hands of the 

(someone's) fate to ensure that something, usually unpleasant, 
happens to (someone): The workers' fate was sealed when the firm 
was bought They lost their 

fate to act in a way that is likely to bring one ill luck or 
misfortune: You're tempting fate by having a party It's bound to rain 
father 

child is father of the man see 

father and mother of (something) an extreme example of 
(something, usually something bad): The couple had the father and 
mother of a row last 

fault 

a fault to too great an extent: He embarrasses her by his lavish 
He's generous to a 

favour 

favour with (someone) see 

fear 

the fear of death or God into (someone) to God, to terrify 
(someone): Hearing the eerie shrieks in the graveyard put the fear of 
God into 


is no fear of (something) it is not likely that (something) will 
happen: There's no fear of our getting an extra 


fear or favour with complete fairness, without bias: You must 


conduct the investigation into the fraud without fear or 


feast 
jeast or famine to be a situation in which there is too much of 
something or too little: In this town it's either feast or famine when 


it comes to films; last week there was nothing on that | wanted to 
see and this week there are at least four films l'd like to go 

is as good as a feast see 

your eyes on (something) see 

feat 

no mean feat used to emphasize the difficulty of a task or 


venture: It was no mean feat for Jimmy to finish the marathon race 


when he had just recovered from a leg 

feather 

feather in one's cap something of which one can be proud: 
Winning the tournament was a real feather in the young player's 


of a feather flock together see 


one's (own) nest to make a profit for oneself, often at the expense 


of someone else: All the years that he was storekeeper with the firm 
he was feathering his 


as a feather see 
the feathers or fur fly to cause trouble or a quarrel: The politician 


really made the feathers fly when he announced the privatisation of 


the to birds or animals fighting.» 


(someone's) feathers to annoy or upset (someone): The new head 
teacher will ruffle the feathers of some of the staff if she makes too 
many changes to the 

the white feather to to show signs of cowardice: His colleagues 
accused him of showing the white feather when he refused to ask for 
a salary white feather in the tail of a fighting cock was a sign of 
inferior breeding.» 

feel 


at home see 


free permission to do what you wish: Feel free to borrow the 

in one’s bones to know (something) by instinct: | felt in my bones 
that he was 

one's feet same as find one's feet see 

the pinch see 

feet 

(someone's) feet easily within (someone's) reach or power: (1) With 
his qualifications the world is at his (2) greatly admiring of 
(someone): All the young men were at the feet of the beautiful 
one's feet to take a long time to do something: The government 
has been accused of dragging its feet on improving care for the 

or land on one's feet to to be fortunate or successful, especially 
after a period of uncertainty or misfortune: After being unemployed 
he landed on his feet with a job in 


one’s feet to to become capable of coping with a situation: She felt 
overwhelmed by motherhood at first but she's finding her feet 

cold feet see 

feet of clay to have a surprising weakness, despite having been 
thought to be perfect: He thought his wife was an angel, but he 
discovered that she had feet of clay when she was rude to the 
biblical reference to Daniel 2:31-34.> 

both feet on the ground or have one's feet on the ground to be 
practical and sensible: Her husband is a dreamer but she has her 
feet on the 

the ball at one's feet see 

two left feet see 

under (someone's) feet to hinder or get in (someone's) way: The 
children get under her feet when she's doing the 

one's feet up to take a rest: He's been working hard all his life and 
it's time for him to put his feet 


the dust from one's feet see 


üt (someone's) feet receive tuition from (someone) and be 
influenced by (him or her): He sat at Picasso's feet as a 

on one's own feet to be independent: Your children will have to 
learn to stand on their own feet some 

(someone) off his or her feet to affect (someone) with great 
enthusiasm or emotion; to influence (someone) to do as one 
wishes: She should never have married him, but he swept her off her 


the weight off one's feet see 


fence 


fences to put things right after a quarrel, etc: Your quarrel with 
your father was a long time You should try to mend fences 


one's fences to act too hurriedly or rashly: | know you're attracted 


to her, but don't rush your fences by asking her to marry you until 
you get to know her horse-riding term.» 

on the fence to refuse to take sides in a dispute, etc: My mother 
and my sister have quarrelled but | find it's wiser to sit on the 
fiddle 

while Rome burns see 

as a fiddle extremely fit: His father has been ill but he's fit as a 
fiddle 

second fiddle to (someone) to to be in a subordinate or inferior 
position to (someone): She always plays second fiddle to her 
glamorous sister at 

field 

fields and pastures new see 

a field day to take advantage of an opportunity to do something 
you enjoy, especially to criticize: The journalists had a field day 
when the prime minister 


the field to take advantage of many chances offered to one, 


especially to go out with several members of the opposite sex: He 


played the field for years but to my surprise he is getting married 
next 

fifth 

fifth wheel see 

fight 

fitt extremely healthy and in good condition: The player was injured 
but he's fighting fit 


like Kilkenny cats to fight fiercely: The two boys fought like Kilkenny 


a story of two cats in the town of Kilkenny who were tied 


together by their tails and fought until only their tails were left. 
shy of (something) to avoid (something): He's been fighting shy of 
telling her he's 


a fighting chance see 

fill 

a dead man's shoes same as step into a dead man's shoes see 
out to get plumper: She was very thin but she's beginning to fill 
the bill see 

had one's fill to have had enough, to be unable to tolerate any 
more: He says he's had his fill of his boring 

find 

one's feet see 


one's or its own level see 


out the hard way to find out (something) by one's own experience 
rather than from others: He found out the hard way that it's 
difficult to get into 

fine 

it fine see 

(something) down to a fine art to have learned to do (something) 


extremely well: She's got getting out quickly in the morning down to 


a fine 


through (something) with a fine-tooth comb to search (something) 
very carefully: You must go through the written contract with a fine- 


tooth fine-tooth comb is used to remove lice from hair.» 


a fine line between (something) and (something) see 

finger 

all fingers and thumbs to be clumsy or awkward when using one's 
hands: I’m so I’m all fingers and 

one's fingers or get one's fingers burnt to suffer because of 
something that one has been involved in: He hoped to make 
money by investing in the firm but he got his fingers burnt when it 
went 

one’s fingers to hope for good fortune: Cross your fingers that it 
doesn’t rain 


or pull one's finger out to stop wasting time and get on with 


something: If that job is to be finished on time you'll have to get 
your finger 

a finger in every pie to be involved in a large number of projects, 
organizations, etc: lm not sure what business he's in—he has a 
finger in every 

a finger in the pie to be involved in something: | wondered who 
had caused the | might have known that he would have a finger in 
the 

(something) at one's fingertips to know all the information about 
(something): She has the history of the village at her 

green fingers see 

one's finger on the pulse see 

(something) slip through one's fingers to lose (an advantage, 
opportunity, etc), often by one's inaction: He let the job slip 
through his fingers by not applying in 


to lift a finger not to do anything at all: Jill has two teenage 
daughters and neither of them lifts a finger around the house, 
although she works full 

the finger at (someone) to indicate who is to blame: She would 


point the finger at anyone to save her son from being 
one's finger on (something) to identify (something) exactly: ! could 


not put my finger on why 1 disliked 

or wrap (someone) round one's little finger to be able to get 
(someone) to do exactly as one wishes: Her father will lend her 
the She can twist him round her little 


your fingers to the bone to to work extremely hard: Jack and Pat 


have five children and have to work their fingers to the bone just to 
feed and clothe 

fire 

fuel to the fire see 

of fire see 

breathing fire to be extremely angry: The boss is breathing fire 
because you haven't finished typing those letters to the fire-breathing 
dragons of legend.» 

fire with fire to use the same kind of methods as one's opponent: 
The opponents of the proposed building are going to have to appoint 
a top-class lawyer if they are to fight fire with fire; the builders are 
represented by a very experienced legal 


on all cylinders see 


on like a house on fire to get on very well: | didn't think my two 
friends would like each other but they get on like a house on 


fire to wait or be delayed: His holiday plans are hanging fire until 
his health to a gun in which there is a delay between the trigger 
being pulled and the gun being fired.» 


many or several irons in the fire see 


one's fire to delay doing something: The workers were planning strike 
action but they were advised to hold their fire until their union 
leaders had talks with to delaying firing a gun.» 

the firing line in a situation in which you are likely to be blamed 
or criticized: The junior doctors are in the firing line, but it was the 
consultant who made the to people who have been lined up in 
order to be shot dead.» 

a fire under (someone) to make (someone) start working harder or 
more energetically: The rate of production has increased dramatically 
since the new factory manager came; he really lit a fire under the 
of the frying pan into the fire see 

with fire to do something dangerous: The child is playing with fire 
by teasing that It will bite 


(someone's) chestnuts out of the fire see 
the Thames or world on fire to do something remarkable: He'll 


never set the Thames on fire but he'll do quite well at his to the 


River Thames, which it would be impossible to set alight.> 


fat is in the fire see 
no smoke without fire see 


fire being attacked: The new traffic plans have come under fire from 


several to being shot at. 


go through fire for (someone) used to emphasize what lengths 
someone would go to for a loved one: I can't believe that she has 
been accused of neglecting her children; she would go through fire for 
first 

first hand directly: | got my information about the council meeting at 
first hand from my cousin, who attended 

thing_early in the morning or in the working day: The boss wants 


to see you first 


to or make or reach first base see 


the first flush of (something) in the early and vigorous stages of 
(something): He offered to work overtime in the first flush of 


enthusiasm for the 

the first place see 

the first move see 

to know the first thing about (something) to know nothing about 
(something): He doesn't know the first thing about 

the first water of the highest quality, of the most extreme type: 
She is a doctor of the first He is a fool of the first to a top-quality 
diamond, diamonds being graded into three "waters" according to 
clarity.» 

fish 

big fish in a small pond see 

fishing expedition an attempt to get information or find out the 
truth about something, often in a secretive way: The journalist said 
that she wanted to write a profile of our managing director, but | 
think that she had heard something about the firm being in financial 
difficulties and was on a fishing 

pretty kettle of fish see 

queer fish a person who is considered strange or eccentric: He's a 


queer fish who seems to have no 


like a fish see 


in muddy to or troubled waters to concern oneself with matters 
that are unpleasant or confused: You'll really be fishing in troubled 
waters if you investigate the employment practices in that 

other fish to fry to have something else to do, especially 
something that is more important or more profitable: We asked 
him to join us but he had other fish to He has a new 

a fish needs a bicycle used to emphasize how unnecessary 
someone or something is: What we want is some action; we need 


another committee like a fish needs a 


a fish out of water ill at ease and unaccustomed to a situation: 
Having come from a small office she felt like a fish out of water in 
the huge 

shooting fish in a barrel used with reference to some kind of 
contest or competition in which one side is so much stronger 
than the other that the weaker side has no chance of winning: 
The first round of the tennis match is going to be like shooting fish 
in a barrel for Fred; he's won the championship three times already 
and he's been drawn against Tom who just took up tennis this 

are plenty more fish in the sea many more opportunities will arise; 
many more members of the opposite sex are around: | know your 
girlfriend has left you but there are plenty more fish in the 

fit 

fits and starts irregularly, often stopping and starting: He tends to 
work by fits and starts, rather than 


as a fiddle see 


like a glove see 
the cap fits, wear it see 


five 

bunch of fives a clenched fist, a blow with one's fist: The bully said 
he'd give him a bunch of fives if he didn't give him 

how many beans make five see 

fix 

a fix in an awkward or difficult situation: I’m in a fix now that I’ve 
lost my 

flag 

or put the flags out to celebrate something (a rare event): The day 
she smiles at a customer I'll hang the flags 

(something) up the flagpole to put forward (a plan or idea) in 
order to gauge reactions to it: We want to do something to 


celebrate the centenary of the club and the committee are going to 


run a few ideas up the flagpole, hoping that we'll all agree on one 
of 

the flag to attend an event only so that one can say that one has 
been present, or in order to make sure that one's firm, 
organization, etc, is represented: | really don't want to go to the 
bank's party but as no one else from the company is I'll have to 
show the 


oneself in the flag to to do something which is meant to 
emphasize your loyalty to your country or organization but actually 
brings some gain or advantage to oneself: The politician wrapped 
himself in the flag about the extent of his war effort when, in fact, 
he was a director of a firm which made huge profits from making 
munitions for the 

flame 

old flame a former boyfriend or girlfriend: His wife objected to him 
seeing an old flame who was in 

the flames to make a difficult situation worse: She quarrelled with 
him, and her friend fanned the flames by telling her what he had 


said about her in 


a moth to a flame see 


(someone) down in flames see 
flash 


flash in the pan a sudden, brief success: He did well in the first 


set but it was just a flash in the He lost the to a flintlock gun in 
which the spark from the flint ignited the gunpowder in the 
priming pan, the flash then travelling to the main barrel. If this 
failed to go off there was only a flash in the pan.» 

flat 

flat see 


on one's back see 


a flat spin in a state of confused excitement: She was in a flat 
spin when she heard her fiancé was coming home from the 

flavour 

of the month a person or thing that is particularly popular at a 
particular time, although this is likely to be temporary: These shoes 
are very difficult to walk in but they're flavour of the month with 
teenage 

flea 


flea in one's ear a sharp scolding: He got a flea in his ear from the 
teacher for being 

a market where second-hand or cheap clothes and goods are sold: 
She got a lovely skirt at a stall in the the Marché aux Puces in 
Paris.» 

flesh 

thorn in (someone's) flesh or side a permanent source of annoyance 
or irritation: Her younger son is a thorn in her He's always getting 
into biblical reference to Il Corinthians 12:7.» 

and blood (1) family, relations: Surely they'll take her She's their own 
flesh and (2) human beings in general: Resisting the delicious-looking 
cake was more than flesh and blood could 

or have one's pound of flesh to obtain everything that one is 
entitled to, especially if this causes difficulties or suffering to 
those who have to give it: The factory owner certainly gets his 
pound of flesh from his They work long hours at boring to 
Shakespeare's play The Merchant of in which Shylock tries to 
enforce an agreement by which he can cut a pound of flesh from 
Antonio.» 

the flesh in real life, not in a photograph: She never dreamt that 
she'd see her favourite celebrity in the 


(someone's) flesh creep see 


flesh-pots luxurious living: She's enjoying the flesh-pots of the biblical 
reference to Exodus 16:3.» 

spirit is willing (but the flesh is weak) see 

flex 

one's muscles see 


flip 


one's lid to suddenly get extremely angry: Jenny flipped her lid when 
Paul told her that he was going to have to cancel their holiday 

flog 

a dead horse see 

flood 

the flood a very long time ago: The clothes she wears were in 
fashion before the to the biblical flood in Genesis 7:9.» 

floodgates 

the floodgates to make it possible for a great many people to do 


something or make it likely that this will happen, perhaps by 
removing some kind of restriction: The government is afraid that, if 
one group of workers is allowed to break the wages agreement, it will 
open the floodgates for all the 

floor 


in on the ground floor see 
the floor (1) to rise to make a public speech: The chairman took 


the floor to introduce the (2) to begin to dance: The couple took 
the floor to do the 

the floor with (someone) to defeat (someone) thoroughly: The 
experienced player wiped the floor with the young 

flush 

the first flush of (something) see 


fly in the ointment something that spoils something: The holiday 


was enjoyable—the only fly in the ointment was that my father lost 
his 


are no flies on (someone) there is no possibility of deceiving or 
cheating (someone); there is no lack of sense in (someone): She 
won't buy his old There are no flies on 

like to be a fly on the wall would like to be present and able to 
hear what is going on without being seen: | would like to have 
been a fly on the wall when she told him what she thought of 
the crow flies see 

dropping like flies used to emphasize that a great number of 
people are becoming ill or dying from the same cause: It was a 
very severe virus and people were dropping like 

flying high to be very successful, to be in a position of power: 
He's flying high nowadays as chairman of the company, but he 
started off as the errand 

a kite see 

blind see 


in the face of (something) see 
off the handle see 


off to a flying start to have a very successful beginning: Our appeal 
got off to a flying start with a donation of 

might fly see 

flying. colours see 

foam 

at the mouth to be very angry: He was foaming at the mouth when 
he got a parking dogs foam at the mouth.» 

fog 

to have the foggiest not to have the slightest idea: | haven't the 
foggiest where she's 


follow 
in (someone's) footsteps see 


one’s nose see 


suit to do just as someone else has done: He got up to leave and 
everyone followed reference to card-playing when a player plays the 
same suit as the previous player. 

food 

for thought something to make one think carefully: The managing 
director's talk about the state of the firm gave us food for 

fool 

fools paradise a state of happiness that is based on something 
that is not true or realistic: She lived in a fool's paradise thinking 
that he was going to marry 


nobody's fool to have a good deal of common sense: She's 


nobody's She knows the salary they offered her is too 

rush in (where angels fear to tread) an ignorant person can 
sometimes achieve what a more wary person cannot: Fools rush in 
—he went straight to the top person and got our complaint 
Alexander Pope's "An Essay on Criticism". 

a fool of oneself to make oneself appear ridiculous or stupid: He 
thought that he would make a fool of himself if he sang in 

a fool of (someone) to make (someone) appear ridiculous or 
stupid: She made a fool of him by imitating his 

io suffer fools gladly not to have any patience with foolish or 
stupid people: Clever children get on with that teacher but she 
doesn't suffer fools 


foot 


in (someone's) footsteps to do the same as someone else, 


particularly a relative, has done before: He's following in his father's 
footsteps and studying 

and fancy free see 

off on the wrong foot to get off to a bad or unfortunate start: He 
got off on the wrong foot with her parents by arriving 


a or one foot in the door see 


one foot in the grave to be very old: Young people tend to think 


that anyone over 50 has one foot in the grave! 


boot is on the other foot see 
one's best foot forward see 


one's foot down to be firm about something, to forbid someone to 
do something: She wanted to hitch-hike but her mother put her foot 
down so she's going by 

one’s foot in it to do or say something tactless: You put your foot 
in it when you mentioned her He's just left 

oneself in the foot to make a mistake or do something stupid 
which causes problems for oneself or harms one's chances of 
success: Dave shot himself in the foot when he stole money from his 
grandmother; she was going to leave him all her money but she 
changed her will before she 

fork 

with a forked tongue to tell lies: He was speaking with a forked 
tongue when he said he loved a phrase used by North American 
Indians.» 


form 


good or bad form be in or not in accordance with social 
conventions or customs: It is bad form to smoke between courses at 
the dinner 

form in good condition, fit and in a good humour: He's been ill 
but he's back on form 

refers to the condition of a horse.» 

to form in accordance with someone's usual pattern of behaviour: 
True to form, he arrived about an hour 

fort 

the fort to take temporary charge of something: The owner of the 
shop is in hospital and I’m holding the 

forty 


winks a short nap: I'll just have forty winks before | go 

foul 

fair means or foul see fair 

foul of (someone or something) see 

play a criminal act, especially one involving murder: The police 
have found a body and they're suspecting foul legal term.» 

four 

all fours see 

frame 

in the frame (1) to be likely to get or win something: Sue's in the 
frame for the manager's (2) to be suspected of being guilty of a 
crime: Joe Taylor's been in prison before and he's in the frame for 
the bank robbery, according to the local 

fray 

frayed at the edges see 

free 

and) fancy free see 


free see 

and easy informal, casual: He's the boss but he's always very free 
and easy with his 

an argument or fight in which everyone joins in an uncontrolled 
way: It started off as a quarrel between husband and wife but it 
ended up as a free-for-all with all the neighbours 


(someone) a free hand give (someone) permission to do as he or 


she wishes: They gave the interior decorator a free hand with the 
renovation of their 

unhurt or unpunished: He was charged with the crime but he got 
away scot-free for lack of 

no such thing as a free lunch see 

French 


French leave to stay away from work, etc, without permission: He 
might well be dismissed for taking French to an 18th-century French 
custom of leaving a party without saying goodbye to one's host or 
hostess.» 

fresh 

as a daisy see 

fields and pastures new see 

Freudian 

Freudian slip the use of a wrong word while speaking that is 
supposed to indicate an unconscious thought: The policeman made 
a Freudian slip when he said the accused was being persecuted for 
hitting another He meant to say to the theories of the psychologist 
Sigmund Freud.» 

Friday 


or girl Friday an invaluable assistant: The boss cannot find anything 
in the office when his man Friday is to Friday, a character in 
Robinson Crusoe by Daniel Defoe.> 

friend 

friend in need is a friend indeed a friend who helps when one is in 
trouble is truly a friend: She visited him regularly in A friend in 
need is a friend 

friends see 

a friend at court or have a friend in high places to have a friend in 
an influential position who will be able to help one: They say she 
got the job because she has a friend at Her cousin is on the 

frog 

a frog in one's throat to be hoarse: We couldn't hear what she was 
saying as she had a frog in her 

front 


in the front line see 


fruit 


ftuit see 

Sea fruit see 

fruit something desirable that is made even more so because one 
is forbidden for some reason to obtain it: He is in love with her 
but she is forbidden fruit, being his brother's to the biblical tree in 
the Garden of Eden whose fruit Adam was forbidden by God to 
eat in Genesis 3.» 

fry 

other fish to fry see 


of the frying pan into the fire to free of a difficult or dangerous 
situation only to get into a worse one: He was in debt to the 
bank and now he is in debt to a money-lender—he's definitely out of 
the frying pan and into the 

fuel 

fuel to the fire see 

full 

full of oneself to be very conceited: She's so full of herself since she 
married a rich 

full circle see 


of beans see 


full completely, with nothing left out: You must complete the form 
in 

full cry see 

full swing see 

the fullness of time when the proper time has arrived, eventually: 
In the fullness of time her baby was 


fun 

and games a lively time, an amusing time: We had fun and games 
when the grandchildren came to 

fun of (someone) or poke fun at (someone) to laugh at (someone), 


to make mocking remarks about (someone): The little girl's 


classmates made fun of her for wearing old-fashioned 

funeral 

my, etc, funeral that's my, etc, problem and | must deal with it: 
He's spent all his money but that's his 

funny 

business unfair activities, deception: There's some funny business 
going on in that firm because they keep losing 


fur 


the fur fly same as make the feathers fly see 


furniture 

part of the furniture said of someone of whom people take little 
notice, because he/she has been around a long time or is often 
there: | can't get used to not seeing Sandy every day; he was 
caretaker here when | first started and was part of the furniture for 
many 

furrow 

a lonely furrow to work or make one's way alone without help: 
Single parents often have to plough a lonely 

fuss 

a fuss to complain vigorously: She got her money back from the 
shop because she made a 

a fuss of (someone) to pay a lot of attention to (someone), to 


show (someone) a lot of affection: She always makes a fuss of her 


gab 

gift of the gab the ability to talk readily and easily: He loves public 
He has the gift of the 

gaff 

the ga[f see 

gain 

ground to make progress, to become more generally acceptable or 
popular: The campaign against the nuclear base is gaining 


time to arrange things so that one has more time to do 


something: The student should have handed in his essay yesterday 
but he pretended to be ill to gain 

pain, no gain see 

ventured, nothing gained see 


gallery 
to the gallery to act in an amusing or showy way to the ordinary 


people in an organization, etc, in order to gain popularity or their 
support: The politician was playing to the gallery at the party 

game 

(someone) at his or her own game to do better than (someone) at 
his or her activity, especially a cunning or dishonest one: In 
previous years he won the cross-country race by taking a short cut 
but this year another competitor beat him at his own 

the game to be a prostitute: She said that she had gone on the 
game to feed her 


game see 


the game away to reveal a secret plan, trick, etc, usually 


accidentally: We planned a surprise party for her birthday but her 


mother gave the game 

games not to treat something seriously enough: James was serious 
about getting married one day and was upset to discover that Meg 
had only been playing 

the game to behave fairly and honourably: Come on, play the You 
shouldn't accuse him in his 


ahead of the game to be able to deal successfully with any 


changes that may occur in an activity in which one is involved: 
The computing business is changing so rapidly that many firms will 
find it impossible to stay ahead of the 

game is not worth the candle see 

game is up the plan, trick, crime, etc, has been discovered and so 
has failed: The game is Our parents have found out about our plan 
to hold a party when they go away for the 


name of the game see 
gamekeeper 


turned gamekeeper see 


garden 

garden see 

in the garden is lovely everything is fine: She was unhappy in that 
job but she says everything in the garden's lovely 
(someone) up the garden path to mislead or deceive (someone): 
She thought he was going to marry her but he was just leading her 
up the garden 


gasp 


one's last gasp just about to collapse, be ruined, die, etc: We were 
at our last gasp when we reached the top of the 

gate 

a bull at a gate see 

gather 


dust see 


gauntlet 

the gauntlet to be exposed or subjected to blame, criticism or risk: 
Before he married her he had to run the gauntlet of her family's 
disapproving is a mistaken form of Swedish "Running the was a 
Swedish military punishment in which the culprit had to run 
between two lines of men with whips who struck him as he 
passed.» 

up the gauntlet to to accept a challenge: Jim challenged Joe to a 
game of chess, but Joe knew that Jim had been county champion 
and refused to take up the 

down the gauntlet to issue a challenge: The work force threw down 
the gauntlet when they told management that they would go on 
strike unless their working conditions were down a gauntlet, a 
protective glove, was the traditional method of challenging 
someone to a fight in medieval times.» 

gear 

into gear to start to work properly or effectively: | had never done 
that kind of work before and it took me a few days to get into to a 


car's engine.» 


(something) out of gear to prevent (something) from working in 
the usual or an effective way: The unexpected bad weather has 
thrown the town's transport system out of 

genie 

the genie out of the bottle used to describe something that creates 
a major change in people's life: The people who invented computers 
certainly let the genie out of the 

genuine 

genuine article see 

get 

getting on for (something) to be close to (a particular age, time, 


etc): We need to go home soon. It's getting on for Despite his young 


appearance he's getting on for 


a bit above oneself see 


away from it all see 


even with (someone) see 


nowhere to make no progress: We've been looking for the lost dog 
for hours and we're getting 


one's hooks into (someone) see 


or pull one's finger out see 


(something) out of your system see 
the hump see 


the picture see 


hard to get see 
(someone) where to get off to tell (someone) that one will not 


tolerate him or her or his or her behaviour any more: He kept 
borrowing things from me until | finally told him where to get 
ghost 


up the ghost to die, stop working, etc: My old washing machine 


finally gave up the refers to a person's spirit—a biblical reference 
to Job 14:10.» 

a ghost/lay the ghost of (something) to do something which stops 
you from being affected or upset by something which happened in 
the past: Jane thought that if she visited the house where her 
mother had been murdered it might help her to lay a few Only 


when Nora married again was she able to lay the ghost of her first, 


unhappy 

to have the ghost of a chance see 

gift 

in one's gift if something is in (someone's) gift then that person 
has the right or power to give it to anyone: The king regarded all 
the castles as being in his 


gift see 


a gift horse in the mouth to criticize something that has been 
given to one: Don't look for flaws in that It was a gift and you 
mustn't look a gift horse in the at a horse's teeth is a way of 
telling its age and so estimating its value.» 

gift of. the gab see 

one is God's gift (to someone). see 

gild 

the lily to add unnecessary decoration or detail: She looks at her 
best when wearing make-up but she tends to gild the lily and wear 
far too adaptation of a speech from Shakespeare's King Act 4, 
scene ii. 


gilt 


the gilt off the gingerbread to take away what makes something 
attractive: She loved the job when she travelled a lot but the gilt 
was taken off the gingerbread when her boss asked her to stay in the 
office all used to be sold in fancy shapes and decorated with gold 
leaf. 

gird 

one's loins to prepare oneself for action: I'll be late for work if | 
don't gird my biblical phrase from Acts 12:8. Robes had to be tied 
up with a girdle before men began work or they got in the way. 
give 

a dog a bad name see 

a good account of oneself see 

and take willingness to compromise: There has to be some give and 
take in You can't get your own way all the 

as good as one gets see 

(something) away to let (some information, etc) be revealed 
accidentally: | meant to keep our destination a secret but my father 
gave it 


(something) a whirl see 


(someone) griej. see 


(someone) his or her head see 


(someone) the glad eye see 

(someone) the push see 

the game away see 

up the ghost see 

to give (someone or something) house room see 

glad 

rags best clothes worn for special occasions: They got into their 


glad rags and went out for 


(someone) the glad eye to to look at (someone) in a way that 
shows that one is romantically or sexually interested in him or 
her: He was giving the glad eye to all the girls at the 

glass 

ceiling an invisible barrier, established by tradition, personal 
discrimination, etc, which prevents women from achieving the top 
jobs in their companies, professions, etc: Many of our middle 
management team are women but there is definitely a glass ceiling 
here; all the top management jobs go to 

who live in glass houses should not throw stones people with faults 
themselves should not criticize faults in others: He criticized his 
wife for arriving late, but he himself is hardly ever on Someone 
should tell him that people in glass houses shouldn't throw 

gloss 

over to avoid facing unpleasant facts by giving them only a 
cursory description or omit them altogether: He glossed over the 
fact that the beautiful and expensive anniversary dinner they had 
enjoyed had in fact been paid for by his 

a gloss on (something) to elaborate on a subject in a falsely 


flattering way: When Tracy was demoted she somehow put a gloss on 


the issue and it suddenly became the career move she had always 
longed 

glove 

hand in glove (with someone) see 

like a glove to fit perfectly: That new dress fits her like a 
(someone or something) with kid gloves see 


the gloves off to begin to fight, argue, etc, in earnest: So far our 
discussions about the disputed will have been gentlemanly but now 
the gloves are to boxers' gloves.» 

go 

along for the ride see 

back a long way see 

for the jugular see 

into overdrive see 

goes with the territory see 

gold 

sitting on a goldmine to possess something very valuable or 
potentially profitable, often without realizing this: The old lady is 
sitting on a goldmine; her late husband's stamp collection is worth a 
living in a goldfish bowl in a situation where one has very little 
privacy: After living in the city we found village life like living in a 
goldfish 

gold to do or find something that makes one very rich or very 
successful: Jock has struck gold with his latest 

gnat 

at a gnat (and swallow a camel) to trouble oneself over a matter 
of no importance, something only slightly wrong, etc, but be 
unconcerned about a matter of great importance, something very 
wrong, etc: The headmaster was really straining at a gnat when he 


expelled four boys for biblical reference to Matthew 23:23-24.> 
go 


the word go right from the very start: Their marriage went wrong 
right from the word 


(someone or something) the go-by to ignore or disregard (someone 
or something): He asked her out but she gave him the 

against the grain see 

belly-up see 

bust see 

downhill see 

far see 

for (someone or something) (1) to attack (someone or something) 
either physically or verbally: The press really went for the government 
about the unemployment (2) be attracted by: He always goes for 
older 

great guns see 

halves with (someone) see 


places see 


steady see 
the whole hog see 
to ground see 


to (someone's) head see 


to town see 

to the wall see 

with a bang see 

with a swing see 

a go (1) to make an attempt: I’m no cook, but I'll have a go at 
baking a (2) to try to stop a criminal escaping from the scene of 
a crime: The old man got badly injured when he had a go at the 


armed 


touch and go see 


a go of it or something to make a success of something: | hope 
he makes a go of it in his new Perhaps they will make a go of their 
new 

go impossible, not given approval: We asked if we could leave early 
but it was no 

the go continually active, busy: She’s quite elderly but she’s always 
on the 

goal 

an own goal to do something which fails to achieve what you set 
out to do and, instead, harms your own interests: Some MPs 
feared that choosing a new voting system would be scoring an own 
goalpost 

the goalposts to change the conditions, rules or aims applying to a 
project, etc, after it is under way so that it is disadvantageous to 
others but advantageous to oneself: Management said that we 
could all work an extra shift per week, but they moved the goalposts 
when they realized how much this was costing them in extra 

goat 

the goat to behave in an intentionally silly way: He was acting the 
goat to amuse the 

(someone's) goat to irritate (someone): Her high-pitched laugh really 
gets my 

the sheep from the goats see 

God, god 

of God see 

little tin god a person who thinks that he or she is more 
important than he or she really is and tries to order others 


around: The workers are tired of the little tin god who is the deputy 


the lap of the gods uncertain, left to chance or fate: It's in the lap 


of the gods whether we get there on time or 


the fear of God into (someone) see 


but for the grace of God go l if | had not been fortunate that 
could easily have happened to me: My colleague is now 


unemployed, and there but for the grace of God go There were many 
redundancies in the 

one is God's gift to (someone) to have a very conceited opinion of 
oneself: He thinks he's God's gift to 

gold 


golden age see 


gold mine a source of wealth or profit: The health food shop turned 
out to be a real gold 

like gold dust be very scarce: Food is like gold dust in some areas of 
the 

boy a young man who is popular or successful: He was the golden 
boy in our year at school, winning all the academic and sports 
handshake a large amount of money given to someone who is 
leaving a job, usually because he or she has been declared 
redundant: He has started his own business with his golden 

as gold very well- behaved: The children were good as gold when 
their grandmother was looking after 

the goose that lays the golden egg. see 

crock or pot of gold at the end of the rainbow wealth or good 


fortune that one will never achieve: He's always looking for a well- 


paid job, but with his lack of qualifications it's as much use as 
looking for the crock of gold at the end of the 


is golden see 

golden rule a principle or practice that it is vital to remember: The 
golden rule when making a sponge cake is never to open the oven 
door while it is the golden rule was that one should behave 


toward others as one would wish them to behave to oneself.» 


its or one's weight in gold to extremely valuable or useful: Their 
baby-sitter is worth her weight in 

gone 

on (someone) very much attracted to (someone): He's gone on my 
good 

good job a satisfactory or fortunate state of affairs: It was a good 
job that | took an It was pouring with rain when | got off the 

to the good to one's benefit or advantage: He arrived late but that 
was all to the good as we were not quite 

as good as one's word to do what one has promised to do: He 
said he would lend her the money and he was as good as his 

on to a good thing or have a good thing going to be in a desirable 
or profitable situation: He lives there rent He's certainly onto a good 
up to no good to be planning something wrong or illegal: His wife 
knew before the robbery that he was up to no 

(someone) the world of good see 

good (and all) for ever, permanently: They're leaving town for good 


and 


good measure see 

as good as one gets to be as successful as one's opponent in an 
argument, contest, fight, etc: He was shouting at his wife but she 
gave as good as she got by yelling 

as gold see 

for nothing worthless: She's a hard worker but she married a man 
who's good for 

a good mind to (do something) see 

(someone's) good books in favour with (someone): She's in her 
mother's good books for cleaning the 

good hands see 

good time see 


(someone's). good graces see 


(someone's) own good time see 

good to be successful in one's career or business: He was 
penniless when he arrived, but he soon made 

good time see 

in a good word for (someone) see 

(something) in good part to accept (something) without being 
offended or angry: We thought she would be furious at the practical 
joke but she took it in good 

good purpose with useful or successful results: She used her 
qualifications to good 

the good richer: After the féte the charity was £500 to the 


a bad or good grace see 
goodbye 


goodbye to see 
goods 


the goods to do what one is required or expected to do: Don't 
promise to help if you can't deliver the 

and chattels movable property: He was asked to leave, taking all his 
goods and old legal term.» 

goose 

wild-goose chase see 


(someone's) goose to ruin (someone's) chances of success: She had 


a good job but she cooked her goose by arriving late every 

the goose that lays the golden egg to to destroy something that is 
a source of profit or advantage to oneself: Her mother used to 
baby-sit for them regularly but she stopped after they left the children 
with her for three They certainly killed the goose that laid the golden 
to one of Aesop's fables in which the owner of a goose that laid 
golden eggs killed it and opened it up, thinking to get all the 


golden eggs at once, only to discover that there were none.» 


sauce for the goose is sauce for the gander what applies to one 
person should apply to another, usually to a member of the 


opposite sex: If women have to work and look after the house so 
should After all, what's sauce for the goose is sauce for the 

not say boo to a goose see 

gooseberry 


gooseberry to be the third person present with a couple who wish 


to be alone: When they go to the cinema her young sister always 


plays 
Gordian 


the Gordian knot to to solve a problem or end a great difficulty by 
a vigorous or drastic method: He was going to give the lazy worker 
a warning, but he decided to cut the Gordian knot and sack her 
right to a legend in which whoever could untie a knot in a rope 
belonging to King Gordius, king of Phrygia, would be made ruler 
of all Asia. Alexander the Great severed the knot by cutting 
through it with a sword.» 

gospel 

(something) as gospel to accept (something) as absolutely true: She 
takes everything her husband says as gospel, although everyone else 
knows that he is a to the books of the Bible dealing with the life 
and teachings of Christ. 

grab 

does that grab you? what do you think of that?: | thought we 
might go out for a How does that grab you? 

for grabs ready to be taken, bought, etc: There's a job up for grabs 
at the 

grace 


from grace see 
(someone's) good graces to be liked by or be popular with 


(someone), often because one has done him/her a favour of 


some kind: I’m in my grandmother's good graces for once because | 
offered to do her shopping for her and walk her 
grace a good quality which prevents someone or something from 


being completely bad or worthless: No one really likes Sheila as a 


boss although most people would admit that fairness is her saving 


but for the grace of God go ! see 


a bad or good grace in an unpleasant (or pleasant) and unwilling 
(or willing) way: With a good grace, he acknowledged that his 
opponent was the 

grade 

the grade to succeed in what you are trying to achieve, often by 
reaching a required standard: Amy wanted to pass enough exams to 
get into music college, but, unfortunately, she didn't make the 
referred to a train which succeeded in climbing a steep section of 
track.» 

grain 

against the grain to be against someone's inclinations, feelings or 
wishes: It goes against the grain for her to be pleasant to She 
loathes to the direction of the grain in wood, it being easier to 


cut or smooth wood with the grain rather than across or against 


it.» 
(something) with a grain or pinch of salt see 
grape 


grapes saying that something that one cannot have is not worth 
having: He said that it was a very boring job but that was just sour 
grapes because he wasn't offered to one of Aesop's fables in which 
a fox that failed to reach a bunch of grapes growing above his 
head said that they were sour anyhow.> 

grapevine an informal and unofficial way of passing news and 
information from person to person, gossip: | heard on the 


grapevine that they had got 


grasp 
the nettle see 
grass 


snake in the grass see 


widow a woman whose husband is away from home for a short 
time for reasons of business or sport: She's a grass widow while 
her husband is abroad on the term referred to an unmarried 
woman who had sexual relations with a man or men, the origin 
being that such relations usually took place out of doors.» 

the grass grow under one's feet to delay or waste time: If you want 
that contract you had better apply for it Don't let the grass grow 
under your 

or turn (someone) out to grass to cause (someone) to retire: The 
company have decided to put the caretaker out to grass although he's 
not reached retirement age to turning out a horse into a field after 
its working life. 

grass is always greener on the other side of the fence another set of 
circumstances or lifestyle always seems preferable to one's own: 
She has just started a new job but she's still envious of her sister's 
The grass is always greener on the other side of the to the habit of 
grazing animals of grazing through the fence separating them 
from the next field.» 

grass roots the ordinary people in an organization, etc: The 
politician ignored the grass roots opinion in his 

grasshopper 

to a grasshopper extremely small: Our family have known her since 
she was knee-high to a 


grave 


one's own grave see 
one foot in the grave see 


would turn in his or her grave (someone) would be very annoyed 
or upset: Her father would turn in his grave if he could see her in 
gravy 

gravy train an easy method of getting a great deal of money or 
other advantages: His present job allows him such a generous 
expenses budget that he is on a real gravy is a slang term for easy 
gain or profit.» 

great 

great guns see 

minds think alike see 

Greek 

all Greek to me, |, etc, don't understand any of it: They 
demonstrated the machine, but it was all Greek to to the fact that 
ancient Greek was considered a difficult language to learn.» 
gif a gift that is dangerous or disadvantageous to the person 
given it: The loan of his cottage turned out to be a Greek The roof 
fell in and injured to the gift of a wooden horse to the Trojans 
from the Greeks, which contained Greek soldiers who attacked the 
Trojans which led to the fall of Troy.» 

Greek calends never: They will get married on the Greek was the 
Roman calendar, not the Greek, that had calends, the first day of 
the month.» 

green 

the green light to (something) give one's permission for 


(something): The new road has been given the green light by the 


about the gills looking as though one were going to be sick: They 
were decidedly green about the gills during the sea 

green fingers to be good at growing plants: He grows a whole range 
of He really has green 


as green as one is cabbage-looking see 


green-eyed monster another name for jealousy: She is suffering from 
the green-eyed monster over her sister's new 

grey 

grey area a part of a subject, etc, where it is difficult to 
distinguish between one category and another, an area of 
confusion: The question of school security is a grey The teachers are 
responsible for some aspects and the caretaker for 

matter brain, powers of reasoning: You'll just have to use your grey 
matter to work out how to get 

in. (grey). suits see 

grief 

io grief to suffer misfortune or failure: Our plans have come to The 
council have turned them 

(someone) grief to criticize or nag (someone): Jim forgot all about 
their wedding anniversary last week and his wife's been giving him 
grief ever 

grim 

on or hold on like grim death to to take a firm, determined hold 
of something in difficult or dangerous circumstances: The boy held 
on like grim death to the high branch of the tree until help 

grin 


like a Cheshire cat see 


and bear it to tolerate something without complaining: It's a boring 
job but you'll just have to grin and bear Jobs are so 

from ear to ear see 

the grin off (someone's face) to to make (someone) stop feeling 
pleased or satisfied: Lucy was boasting about coming first in the 
race when one of the track officials wiped the smile of her face by 
telling her that she had been 

grind 


to a halt slowly begin to stop or cease working: Without more 
money the work of the charity will grind to a 

to the grindstone see 

(ones or someone's) nose to the grindstone see 


an axe to grind see 

grip 

a grip (of or on something or oneself) to take firm control (of 
something or oneself): He must get a grip on his drinking or he 
will lose his 

or come to grips with (something) to begin to deal with 
(something): You cannot ignore the naughtiness of the You must 
come to grips with the 

the grip of (someone or something) in the control or power of 
(someone or something): The country is in the grip of a cruel 
one's grip to become less effective: Mr Giles seems to be losing his 
grip; the pupils used to have great respect for him, but now they fool 
around in his class all the 

grist 


all grist to the or someone's mill all this experience, information will 
prove useful in some way: His job as a paper boy pays very little 
but all is grist to the He's saving to go on means corn for 
grinding.» 

grit 

one's teeth to make every effort not to show one's feelings of 
pain, disappointment, etc: He gritted his teeth as the nurse cleaned 
his 

ground 

new or fresh ground to deal with a subject, etc, for the first time: 
She's breaking new ground by writing She usually writes 

the ground from under (someone's) feet to cause (someone's) 


actions, arguments, etc, to be ineffective, often by acting before 


he or she does: When the boss sacked him he cut the ground from 
under his feet by telling him he had already posted his letter of 

on stony ground to to have no attention paid to it: The teacher 
advised the pupils to study hard that term but, in many cases, his 
advice fell on stony to seed falling on stony, infertile ground and 


so not being able to grow. 


ground see 


in on the ground floor to be in at the very start of a project, 


business, etc: You might get in on the ground floor of the They're 
looking for 

(something) off the ground to get (a project) started: | don't think 
his research scheme will ever get off the to a plane.» 


to ground same as go to earth (see 


both feet on the ground or have one's feet on the ground see 


or keep one's ear to the ground see 
the ground running to start a new activity immediately with a great 


deal of energy and enthusiasm: We expected the new manager to 
hit the ground running and introduce new ideas immediately, but she 
said that she would rather wait and see how things were done 
soldiers leaving a helicopter or getting up from being dropped by 
parachute and immediately running into battle. 

rules basic rules which must be obeyed or applied: If we're going 
to share a house we must have a few ground 


ground see 


one's own ground dealing with a subject, situation, etc, with which 
one is familiar: He's usually shy but he's on his own ground when it 
comes to discussing 

the ground for (something) to do something that will make it 
easier for (something) to happen in the future: The conference does 
not take place until next year but there is much we can do to 


prepare the getting the ground ready for things to grow in.» 


oneself into the ground to become exhausted from working too 
hard or trying to do too many things: Julie’s mother ran herself into 
the ground preparing for Julie’s 

(someone or something) to ground same as run (someone or 
something) to earth see 

one's ground to change one's opinions, attitude, etc: He was wildly 
opposed to the scheme but he's shifted his 


stamping ground see stamp 


one's ground to remain firm, not to yield: Everyone tried to get him 


to change his mind but he stood his 

(someone) down to the ground to to suit someone perfectly: The 
cottage suits them down to the It’s in the country but near the 

the moral high ground to to adopt a position based on the fact 
that you feel your opinions, policies or actions are morally 
superior to those of others: Because of the increased interest in 
environmental issues in the country all of the political parties are 
trying to take the moral high ground on 

or thick on the ground scarce or plentiful: Tourists are thick on the 


ground in summer but thin on the ground in 

the ground someone walks on to love or admire (someone) with 
absolute devotion: Don't criticise Elizabeth when John's present 
because he worships the ground she walks 

Grundy, Mrs 

Grundy a narrow-minded person who is censorious of other 
people's behaviour: The old woman's a Mrs Grundy who objected to 
the young couple kissing in the to a character in Speed the Plough 
by Thomas Morton.» 

guard 

your guard see let your guard 


your guard down/lower your guard/drop your guard to to stop being 


careful or alert: The prison authorities used to have a very strict 


drugs policy, but they seem to have let their guard down recently and 


drugs are a real problem there 


your guard see let your guard 


or off one's guard prepared or unprepared for any situation, 
especial a dangerous or difficult one: The examiner caught him off 
guard by asking him about a subject which he hadn't to fencing.» 
old guard see 


guess 

guess see 

guess is as good as mine | have no idea: Your guess is as good as 
mine as to how we'll get 

guinea 

pig a person who is the subject of an experiment: The patient felt 
that the doctor had used him as a guinea pig with the new to the 
use of guinea pigs in medical experiments.» 

gullet 

in one's gullet same as stick in one's throat (see 

gum 

up the works to cause a machine, system, etc, to break down: 
When the computer broke down it gummed up the entire 

a gum tree in a very difficult or hopeless situation: He's up a gum 
tree if he can't get his car to to an opossum climbing such a tree 
when being hunted.> 

gun 

gunning for (someone) to plan to harm (someone): Her head of 
department is gunning for her, and she’s scared of losing her 
guns_see 

great guns to_to be going or performing very well: The firm’s going 


great guns with a full order 


a gun to (someone's) head to same as hold a pistol to (someone's) 
head (see 

the gun to start before the proper time: You jumped the gun by 
applying for the It's not been advertised to athletes starting a race 
before the starting gun goes.» 

(someone's) guns to cause (someone's) plans or actions to be 
ineffective: He was planning to come to our party uninvited but we 
spiked his guns by changing the date of historically to driving a 
metal spike into the touch-hole of a captured enemy gun in order 
to render it useless.» 

to one's guns to remain firm in one's opinions, etc: They tried to 
get him to say he was mistaken about the time the offence was 
committed but he stuck to his to a soldier who keeps shooting at 
the enemy and does not run away.» 

all or both guns blazing fiercely and aggressively: It was a brilliant 
football match; both sides came out with all guns blazing and scored 
three goals to a cowboy fight in classic Western films.» 

gut 

a gut to make a tremendous effort to do something: We'll have to 
bust a gut to finish this project in 

guts 

one's guts to tell someone all you know or feel, however private or 
secret: Jill got drunk last night and spilt her guts about her problems 
with her 


hackles 

(someone's) hackles rise to make (someone) angry: The shop 
assistant's rudeness made my mother's hackles are the feathers on 
the necks of male birds, which rise when the bird is angry.» 

hair 

supposed cure for having consumed too much alcohol the night 
before: He needed a hair of the dog the morning after the an old 
belief that if you were bitten by a mad dog and got rabies you 
could be cured by having hairs of the same dog laid on the 
wound.» 

in (someone's) hair to irritate (someone): She's not in a good mood 
—the children are getting in her 

one's hair on to remain calm and not get angry: Keep your hair He 
didn't mean to bump your 

one's hair down to behave in an informal, relaxed manner: She 
fairly let her hair down at the party and danced on the 

(someone's) hair stand on end to terrify or horrify (someone): Some 
of the policeman's accounts of murders he had investigated made her 
hair stand on 

to turn a hair not to show any sign of fear, distress, etc: He 
didn't turn a hair when the bully threatened 

hairs to argue about small unimportant details, to quibble: He's a 


There's no point in splitting hairs over whether he's a burglar or a 


one's hair (out) to show frustration or irritation: The shop assistant 
was tearing her hair out over the indecision of her 
half 


half the battle see 
other or better half (someone's) wife or husband: Where's your 
better half this evening? 


see with half an eye see 


things by half to do things in an incomplete, careless way: He will 


have attended to every He never does things by 


halves with (someone) to share costs with (someone): The rent 


won't be all that expensive if we go 

off at half cock see 

a loaf is better than no bread a little of something desirable is 
better than nothing: We would have liked a bigger garden but half a 
loaf is better than no 

to (someone or with only half an ear see 

(someone) halfway to reach a compromise agreement with 
(someone): Neither of us got all our We met each other 

half very much so: “Is he a good player?” “Not half, he's 

half of it only part of the problem, situation, etc: | had heard he 
was violent towards her but | didn't know the half of 

hammer 

under the hammer to be for sale at an auction: The paintings came 
under the hammer as one to the hammer that an auctioneer bangs 


on the table to indicate that a sale has been made.» 


at it hammer and tongs to fight or quarrel loudly and fiercely: The 
two neighbours were going at it hammer and tongs over repairs to 
the garden to a blacksmith holding a piece of heated iron in his 
tongs and striking it loudly with his hammer.» 

hand 

dab hand at (something) see 

old hand see 

first hand see 


or on hand available, ready for use, ready to help: The invalid 


needs to keep his painkillers at The nurse is on hand if you need 


hand in glove with (someone) to be closely associated with 
(someone) for a bad or illegal purpose: One of the assistants in 
the jewellery shop was hand in glove with the jewel 

the hand that feeds one see 

in hand see 

hands see 

at hand very near: Her mother lives close at 

(someone's) hand to force (someone) to do something that he or 
she may not want to do or be ready to do: He didn't want to 
move to a new house yet but his wife forced his 
(someone) a free hand see 


or lend (someone) a (helping) hand to help (someone): She visited 


every day to give her mother a hand with the 
hand in hand to be closely connected: Poverty and crime often go 
hand in 


(something) down to pass (something) from one generation to 
another: Some of the village traditions have been handed down from 
Tudor 

over fist in large amounts, very rapidly: The owners of the new 
restaurant are making money hand over a nautical term meaning 
rapid progress such as can be made by hauling on a rope putting 
one hand after the other. 

a hand in (something) to be involved in (something), to have 
contributed to the cause of (something): The police are sure that 
he had a hand in the 

(someone) eating out of one's hand see 


(something) handed to one on a plate see 


(something) handed to one on a silver platter see 


one's hands full to be very busy: She has her hands 


the whip hand over (someone) see 


good hands well looked after: The patient is in good He's got an 
excellent 

hand (1) remaining, not used, etc: After we have paid all the bills 
we will have £30 in (2) being dealt with: The matter of your 
complaint is in 

one’s hand in to retain one's skill at something by doing it 
occasionally: The ex-champion doesn't play tennis very often but he 
plays enough to keep his hand 

(someone or something) backwards or like the back of one's hand 
see 

(someone) a hand to help (someone): Could you lend me a hand 


to change the wheel? | have a flat 


from hand to mouth to have enough money only to pay for one's 
present needs without having any to save: They earn so little that 
all they can do is to live from hand to money comes into one's 
hand is used to put food in one's mouth.» 

hands make light work to a job is easier to do if there are several 
people doing it: If we all help we'll soon get the house Many hands 
make light 

etc, hands are tied something prevents me from acting as l, etc, 
might wish to: | would like to refund your money but my hands are 
There is a shop rule against 

to do a hand's turn to do nothing: l've been cleaning the house all 
morning but she's not done a hand's 

hand (1) without further consideration or research: | can’t say off 
hand what the population of the town (2) abrupt, curt: The 
customers complained about her being so off 

of hand (1) out of control: The protest march was getting out of (2) 


without consideration of the matter: She dismissed my suggestion 


out of 

into (someone's) hands to do exactly what someone wants one to 
do because it is to his or her advantage: You shouldn't have got 
You played right into his hands because he had just told the boss 
that you are bad-tempered with the to playing one's hand at cards 
so as to benefit another player. 

one's hand in one's pocket to spend or give money: All of you will 


have to put your hands in your pockets to pay for the 


one’s hand to reveal to others one's plans or intentions, previously 
kept secret: She really showed her hand when she told his wife 
about their She wanted to marry to showing one's hand to other 
players in a card game.» 

one's life in (someone's) hands see 

(someone) in hand to train or discipline (someone): It’s time 
(someone) took that boy in He's out of 

one's life in one's hands see 

the law into one's hands see 

in ones hand to give up, to abandon a course of action, etc: He 
tried to persuade her to marry him but finally threw in his to a card 
player throwing his cards on the table to indicate that he is out 
of the game.» 

one's hand to (something) to do, to be able to do: He is a 
philosopher but he can turn his hand to carpentry and 

on (someone) hand and foot to look after (someone) to such an 
extent that he or she does not have to do anything for himself or 
herself: The mother waits on her sons hand and 

one's hands of (someone or something) to refuse to be involved any 
longer in (something) or to be responsible for (someone or 
something): His father said he would wash his hands of him if he 
got into trouble with the police biblical reference to the action of 


Pontius Plate after the crucifixion of Jesus in Matthew 27:24.» 


one hand tied behind one's back very easily: He could have won the 
fight with one hand tied behind his 

handle 

off the handle to lose one's temper: She flies off the handle 
whenever anyone disagrees with to an axehead which flies off the 
handle when it is being used.» 


hang 


hanging matter a very serious subject or deed: | was surprised that 
he was | wouldn't have thought what he did was a hanging a crime 
punishable by death or by hanging.» 

the hang of (something) to learn how to do (something) or begin 
to understand (something): | think she's got the hang of changing 
gears smoothly at 

by a thread see 

fire see 

loose see 

one's head to look ashamed or embarrassed: The little girl hung her 
head when her mother scolded 

on or hold on like grim death see 

on (someone's) words see 


the flags out see 
up one's hat see 


an axe hanging over one see 

up on (someone or something) obsessed with (someone or 
something): He's completely hung up on horror 

might as well be hanged for a sheep as a lamb see 

hangs a tale see 

happy 

to the happy hunting ground to die: | didn’t realize the old man 
had gone to the happy hunting an American Indian phrase.» 


as a lark to or sand-boy extremely happy: The child was happy as a 
sand-boy playing with her new 
event the birth of a baby: When is the happy event? 


hunting ground a place where someone finds what he or she 
desires or where he or she is successful: That shop is a happy 
hunting ground for She buys most of her clothes 


or a happy medium a sensible middle course between two 


extremes: She's spends her time either over-eating or She should find 
a happy medium somewhere in 

hard 

hard act to follow see 

hard nut to crack see 

hard put to it (to do something) to have great difficulty (in doing 
something): You would be hard put to it to find a better 

a rock and a hard place see 

(someone) a hard time to act in an unpleasant, unsympathetic or 
tough way towards (someone): They wanted him to leave and gave 
him a hard time until he 

not to be changed or ignored: There is a hard-and-fast office rule 
that no one takes time off without prior to a ship that is stuck fast 
from having run aground.» 

as nails lacking in pity, sympathy, softer feelings, etc: She wasn't 
moved by the child's tears, but then she's hard as 

tough, toughened by experience of life: She was very gentle when 
she was young but years in business have left her 

not influenced by emotion: Even the hard-boiled politician shed a 


tear at the sight of the starving to hard-boiled eggs.» 


cash coins and bank-notes as opposed to cheques, etc: The 


workman wanted to be paid in hard cash and refused a 


done by unfairly treated: She felt hard done by because her father 
gave her less money than he gave her 

facts facts that cannot be disputed: The hard facts are that we are 
losing 

practical and not influenced by emotion: She's too hard-headed a 
business woman to give you a job because she's sorry for 


lines bad luck: It was hard lines that the champion didn't a 


reference to a ship's ropes being made hard by ice.» 

story a story of misfortune told to gain sympathy: He got money 
from all of us by telling us all the same hard-luck 

of hearing rather deaf: The old lady's hard of hearing but she won't 
wear a 

in difficulties, in trouble: They will be hard-pressed this month to 
pay the 

up not having much money: They're too hard up to go on 

a hard line to take strong, stern or unyielding action or have 
strong opinions about something: The headmaster took a hard line 
with pupils who played 

hard stuff strong alcoholic drink, spirits: He drinks wine but not the 
hard 

school/university of hard knocks see 

hare 


as a March hare see 


with the hare and hunt with the hounds to try to give one's 
support to two opposing sides at once: You're going to have to 
vote for one of the You can't go on running with the hare and 
hunting with the 

a hare to raise a subject in the course of a discussion, often to 
divert attention from what was the main subject of it: During the 


discussion about increasing salaries the manager started a hare about 


people smoking in the to causing a hare to leave its hiding place 
to distract the hounds taking part in a fox hunt.» 

hark 

back to (something) to refer to (something that has been said or 
has happened earlier): She kept harking back to how things used to 
be to a hunting term which is a command to the hounds and 
their handlers to double back and try to pick up a lost scent.» 
harp 

on (something) to keep on talking about (something): She kept 
harping on about how badly paid she to playing the harp with one 
string only.» 

hash 

a hash of (something) to ruin or spoil (something), to do 
(something) badly: He made a real hash of putting up those to a 
dish made from chopped up pieces of meat mixed together, which 
looks rather messy. 

(someone's) hash to deal with (someone) in such a way that he or 
she causes no more trouble or is prevented from doing what was 
intended: Her ex-husnand refused to give up the key to her flat but 
she settled his hash by changing all the 


haste 

haste less speed if one attempts to do something in too much of 
a hurry one makes careless mistakes and ends up taking longer 
to do it: /f you try to hurry the typist she makes You know what 
they say about more haste less 

hat 

the drop of a hat see 

up ones hat to move into a house, job, etc, with the intention of 
staying a long time: She thought her father-in-law was just staying 
for the weekend but he's really hung up his to hanging up one's hat 


in someone's hat stand.» 


off to (someone) (someone) should be praised and congratulated: 
Hats off to the new girl for slapping the office womanizer on the 
trick any action done three times in a row: We sold three houses 
this morning—a hat originally to a cricketer receiving a hat from 
his club for putting out three batsmen with three balls in a row.» 
eat my hat an expression used to express total disbelief in a fact, 
statement, etc: I'll eat my hat if he isn't 

(something) under one's hat to keep (something) secret: He was 
told to keep his salary increase under his 

(someone or something) into a cocked hat to defeat or surpass 
(someone or something) completely: Her dress knocked all the 
others into a cocked cocked hat was a three-cornered hat in the 
18th century made by folding the edges of a round hat into 
corners.» 


hat see 


the hat round to ask for contributions of money: We passed the 
hat round the office for her leaving 

one's hat off to (someone) to express or show one's admiration for 
someone): You must take your hat off to her for supporting the 
family all these 

through one's hat to talk about something without any knowledge 
about it, to talk nonsense: Pay no attention to his advice on He 
knows nothing whatsoever about finance and is talking through his 
one's hat in the ring to declare oneself a contender or candidate 
for something: He's decided to throw his hat in the ring and apply 
for the post of managing to a method of making a challenge in 
prize boxing matches at fairgrounds, etc.» 

a different or another hat to speak as the holder of a different 
position: She was speaking as a teacher but now she's wearing a 
different hat and speaking as a 

hatch 


down the hatches to prepare for trouble: In the recession a lot of 
firms had to batten down the hatches and think of ways of saving to 
preparations for a storm on a ship at sea.» 

matches and despatches the announcement of births, marriages and 
deaths in a newspaper: Their engagement was announced in the 
hatches, matches and despatches section of their local 

hatchet 


the hatchet to agree to be friends again after a quarrel: The two 
families have been hostile to each other for years but they've finally 
decided to bury the to an American Indian custom of burying 
tomahawks when peace was made.» 

hatter 

as a hatter see 

haul 

(someone) over the coals see 

have 

had it to have no hope of survival, success, etc: The little corner 
shop will have had it when the supermarket 

it coming to one see 

it in for (someone) to try to cause trouble for (someone): The 
manager has had it in for her since she refused to go out with 

it in one to have the ability, courage, etc, to do something: ! 
honestly didn't think he had it in him to argue with the 

it out with (someone) to discuss areas of disagreement or 
discontent with someone in order to settle it: Don't go around 
complaining about how she treats Have it out with 

(someone) on to try to deceive (someone), often for a joke: The 
police aren't looking for Your friends are having you 

(someone) have it suddenly to attack (someone) either physically or 
verbally: She was tired of never arriving on time and finally let him 


have 


havoc 

havoc with (something) to cause serious damage to (something): 
His stressful job played havoc with his 

hawk 


(someone) like a hawk to watch (someone) very carefully: They are 
watching her like a hawk because they suspect her of stealing 

hay 

haywire to go completely wrong, to go out of control: The 
organization of the office went haywire when she was to wire that 
was used to bind hay. It very easily became twisted and therefore 
came to symbolize confusion.» 


the hay or sack to go to bed: He was so tired that he hit the hay 


immediately after were formerly filled with hay or made from the 
same material as sacks.» 

looking for a needle in a haystack see 

hay (while the sun shines) to profit or take advantage of an 
opportunity while one has the chance: He's been offered a lot of 
overtime and he needs the He might as well make hay while the sun 
is only possible in fine weather. 

roll in the hay see 

head 

(someone's) head see 

one's head against a brick wall see 

or eat or snap (someone's) head off to speak very sharply and 
angrily to (someone): What's wrong with her? She's been biting 
everyone's head off all 

(something) to a head to bring something to a state where 
something must be done about it: There has been hostility between 
them for some time but his public criticism of her brought matters to 


a to bringing a boil, etc, to a head so that it can be lanced.> 


one's head in the sand to deliberately ignore a situation so that 
one does not have to deal with it: He says his job is safe but he is 
burying his head in the The factory is closing to the old belief that 
ostriches hide their heads in the sand when they are in danger 
because they think that they cannot be seen.» 

make head nor/or tail of (something) cannot understand 
(something) at all: | can't make head nor/or tail of these 

one's head down (1) to start working hard: The exams are next | 
had better get my head (2) to have a sleep or a nap: If I just get 
my head down for an hour I'll be all 

(someone) his or her head to allow (someone) to do as he or she 
wishes: The owner gives the manager his head in the running of the 
literally to slackening one's hold on the reins of a horse.» 


io (someone's) head (l) to make (someone) arrogant or conceited: 


Winning the prize went to his head and he goes around (2) to make 
(someone) slightly drunk: One glass of wine seems to go to her 
one's head see 

a head for (something) to have an ability or aptitude for 
(something): He can't climb the He has no head for 

a (good) head on one's shoulders to be clever or sensible: The boy 
should go far in life. He has a good head on his 

a rush of blood to the head see 


one's head screwed on the right way to be sensible: He won't give 
up his He's got his head screwed on the right 

over heels completely: They're head over heels in 

will roll someone is going to get into serious trouble: Heads will 
roll when mother sees the mess the house is to the use of the 
guillotine to execute criminals.» 

the headlines to attract a great deal of media attention: He hit the 
headlines last year when he married a 


a gun to (someone's) head see 


a pistol to (someone's) head see 


dignified: After her crime she'll never hold her head up in the village 
a level head or keep one's head to remain calm and sensible, 
especially in a difficult situation: When he discovered the fire he 
kept a level head and phoned for the fire 

one's head above water to have enough money to keep out of 
debt: With so many children they have great difficulty in keeping 
their heads above 

(something) on the head to put an end to (something): Our plans 
for a picnic were knocked on the head by the 

one's head off to laugh very loudly: They laughed their heads off 
when he slipped on a banana 

a bear with a sore head see 

one’s head to cease to remain calm, to act foolishly: She lost her 
head during her driving test and made a lot of 

headway to make progress: They don't seem to be making much 


headway with their research originally to ships.» 


one's head examined to be foolish or insane: If you believe his story 
you need your head 

to know whether one is on one's head or one's feet or heels to be 
totally confused: | served so many customers that | didn't know 
whether | was on my head or my 

one's head insane, not rational: The old man was off his head to 
give his daughters his 

the top of one's head see 

(someone's) (own) head be it (someone) must take responsibility or 
blame: On your head be it if Mum is You made us 

(someone's) head (|) too difficult for (someone) to understand: The 
explanation of the scientific experiment was right over my (2) when 


(someone) seems to have a better right: They promoted him over 


her head although she was better (3) beyond (someone) to a 
person of higher rank: He went over the departmental manager’s 
head and reported the matter to the managing 

or lay one's head on the block to leave oneself open to blame, 
punishment, danger, etc: He laid his head on the block by letting 
his assistants have the afternoon to laying one's head on the block 
before being beheaded.> 

our, etc, heads together to discuss something together, to share 
thoughts on something: If we put our heads together we'll come up 
with a 

its ugly head to appear or happen: They were happy at first but 
jealousy reared its ugly 

one's head to be puzzled: The police are scratching their heads over 
the motive for the 


or weak in the head not very intelligent or clever: He must be soft 
in the head to trust her 

ones head off to talk a great deal: We hadn't seen each other for a 
long time and so we talked our heads 


through the back of one's head see 


(someone's) head to make (someone) conceited: Her head was 


turned by his extravagant 

heart 

(someone's) own heart see 

heart-to-heart a private talk where one tells one's thoughts, 
troubles, etc, openly: She had a heart-to-heart with her mother 
about her health 

heart basically, really: He seems unfriendly at first but at heart he's 
very kind and 

(someone's) heart to make (someone) very sad: He broke her heart 


when he left town without telling 


one's heart said to emphasize the truth of what one is saying: PII 
be there on Cross my 

(someone's) heart good to give (someone) pleasure: It did my heart 
good to see the children 

one's heart out to be distressed because one cannot have someone 
or something which one is longing for: She is eating her heart out 
for her 

heart never won fair lady see 

the bottom of one’s heart most sincerely, very much: | apologize 
from the bottom of my heart for the 


a change of heart see 


(something) at heart to be deeply interested or concerned about 
(something): Your father may seem discouraging about the job but 


he has your best interests at 


one's heart in one's mouth to feel afraid or anxious: She had her 
heart in her mouth as she watched the young man standing on the 
edge of the 

and soul completely, with all one's energy: She pledged herself heart 
and soul to look after the 

heart goes out to (someone) (someone) feels sympathy or pity for 
(someone): Our hearts went out to the orphaned 

heart is in the right place (someone) is basically kind, sympathetic, 
etc, although not appearing to be so: Our neighbour seems very 
stern, but her heart's in the right 

heart is not in it (someone) is not enthusiastic about something: 
He's given up teaching because his heart wasn't in 

heart sinks (someone) feels depressed, disappointed, etc: Her heart 
sank as she saw the policeman standing on her 

good heart cheerful and confident: The soldiers were in good heart 
before the 

(someone's) heart of hearts in the deepest part of one's mind or 
feelings: In her heart of hearts she knew her mother was 

something by heart to memorize (something) thoroughly: The 
teacher told the pupils to learn the poem by 

heart to grow discouraged: She was very enthusiastic about her plan 
but she lost heart when no one seemed 

to have the heart (to do something) not to be unkind, 
unsympathetic, etc, enough (to do something): | didn't have the 
heart to tell her that her husband was having an affair with another 


new heart into (someone) to make (someone) feel encouraged and 
more hopeful: Scoring a goal put new heart into the 
one's heart on or have one's heart set on (something) to desire 


(something) very much: He's set his heart on buying a motor 


heart to become encouraged: The travellers took heart when they 
saw the town 

(something) to heart (1) to be upset by (something): He was only 
teasing but she took his remarks to (2) to be influenced by and 
take notice of (something): She took the doctor's advice to 

the cockles of the heart to make one feel happy and contented: 
Watching her with the baby would warm the cockles of the 

one's heart on one's sleeve to let one's feelings be obvious: She was 
badly hurt by him although she's not one to wear her heart on her 
a heavy heart see 

all one's heart most sincerely: | hope with all my heart that you 
will be 

heat 

the heat of the moment while influenced by the excitement or 
emotion of the occasion: They were having a quarrel and in the 
heat of the moment she threatened to kill 

the heat out of (something) to make (a situation) less emotional, 
tense, etc: They were just about to fight each other when their friend 
took the heat out of the situation by suggesting they sit down and 


heave 

(someone) the (old) heave-ho to get rid of (someone), to dismiss 
(someone): He's been given the old heave-ho from the firm for 
heaven 

seventh heaven extremely happy: She was in seventh heaven when 
her son was Jewish literature the seventh heaven is the highest of 
all heavens and the one where God lives.» 

from heaven something advantageous which happens unexpectedly, 
especially in a time of trouble: My parents' offer of a loan was 
manna from We were practically biblical reference to Exodus 16:15. 
heaven and earth to to make every effort possible: The doctor 


moved heaven and earth to save the patient's 


from heaven a sudden and unexpected sum of money: They were 
very poor, so the prize money from the competition was pennies from 
or stink to high heaven to have a strong and nasty smell: The 
drains stink to high 

heavy 

difficult to make progress with or cope with: | found the climb 
originally to the surface of a horse-race track.> 

heavy weather of (something) to_to make more effort to do 
something than should be required: The pupils made heavy weather 
of the exam paper although it was quite originally to a ship which 


does not handle well in difficult weather conditions.> 


a heavy heart with great sadness or despondency: It was with a 
heavy heart that she left her family 
hedge 


one’s bets see 

as though one has been dragged through a hedge backwards to look 
very un- tidy: The little boy always looks as though he has been 
dragged through a hedge backwards when he comes home from 

heel 

heel_see 

(someone) to heel to bring (someone) under one’s control: The 
new teacher soon brought the unruly class to to making a dog walk 
to heel.> 

or kick one's heels see 

one's heels in see 

see 

over heels see 

a clean pair of heels see 

to one's heels to run away: She took to her heels when she saw the 
bull in the 


on one's heel to turn and walk away in the opposite direction: 
When he was rude she turned on her heel and 

helm 

the helm in charge: With a new person at the helm in the company 
there are bound to be to the helm of a ship. 

help 


or lend (someone) a (helping) hand see 


hen 


a hen on a hot girdle very nervous and restless: She was like a 
hen on a hot girdle waiting for the telephone to 

here 

here nor there of no importance: It's neither here nor there whether 
he comes or 

hereafter life after death: He does not believe in the 

herring 

red herring a piece of information which misleads (someone) or 
draws (someone's) attention away from the truth, often introduced 
deliberately: She told the police that she had seen a man at the 
door of the burgled house but it proved to be a red red herring is a 
strong-smelling fish whose scent could mislead hunting dogs if it 
were dragged across the path they were pursuing.» 

fish. nor fowl nor good red herring neither one thing nor the other: 
He has lived in so many parts of the country that his accent is 
neither fish nor fowl nor good red 

like herring in a barrel very tightly packed: The audience were packed 
like herring in a barrel at the pop 

hide 


hidden agenda see 


one's light under a bushel see 
hide nor hair of (someone or something) no trace at all of 


(someone or something): The police searched for the missing 


prisoner but they could find nether hide nor hair of 
a hiding to nothing in a situation where one cannot possibly win: 
She wants to be a vet but she's on a hiding to nothing because she 


hasn't the academic a reference to boxing.» 


(someone's) hide to beat or thrash (someone): The boy's father 
threatened to tan his hide if he got into trouble at school to leather- 
making.» 

high 

high flier a person who is bound to be very successful or who 
has achieved great success: She was one of the high fliers in our 
year at 

for the high jump to be about to be punished or scolded: You're 
for the high jump when your mother sees that torn 


high time be time something was done without delay: It is high 
time you cut the 

or get on ones high horse to be or become offended in a haughty 
manner: She gets on her high horse if you ask her to do some She 
says she is a personal assistant not a 

and mighty arrogant: Since he became rich he's so high and mighty 
he won't speak to his former 

as a kite see 

spot an exceptionally good part of something: One of the high 
spots of their holiday was their visit to 

or search high and low for (someone or something) to to search 
absolutely everywhere for (someone or something): l've hunted high 
and low for my address book but in 

helpless state: His secretary walked out and left him high and dry 
in the middle of the busiest time of 

high very successful: The financier was riding high until the recession 


of the moon being high in the sky.» 


high of feelings, tempers, etc, to be extremely angry, agitated, etc: 
Feelings ran high among the crowd when the police arrested the 
young to the sea when there is a strong current and high waves.» 
the moral high ground see 

hill 

amount to a hill of beans see 


as the hills see 


the hill past one's youth or one's best: In that firm you're over the 
hill at 

hilt 

to the hilt see 

(someone) to the hilt to support (someone) totally: Her parents 
backed her to the hilt when she decided to have the to the hilt of a 
sword.» 

hind 

take the hindmost see 

history 

history to be past, to be no longer relevant or important: | know 
he has a police record but that's It happened when he was a 
history to do something remarkable that will be remembered in 
the future: He made medical history by performing the first. heart 
rest is history used to indicate that no more need be said about 
something because the details of it are well known: Then Robin 
met Sally and the rest is 

hit 


smash hit see 


a hit with (someone) to be popular with (someone): The magician 
was a real hit with the children at the 


a bad patch see 


a man when hes down to attack someone who is already suffering 
from some misfortune: She left him just after he lost his She really 
knows how to hit a man when he's 

accident an accident involving a vehicle where the driver who 
caused it does not stop or report the accident: The little girl was 
killed in a hit-and-run The driver stopped for a moment then drove 
off in a great 

it off to get on well, to become friendly: | knew they would hit it 
They have so much in 

the big time see 

the ceiling or roof see 

the deck see 

the hay or sack see 

the headlines see 

the jackpot see 

the mark see 

the nail on the head see 

the road see 

the wall see 

Hobson 

choice see 


hog 


the whole hog to to do something completely and thoroughly: We 
decorated one room and then decided to go the whole hog and do 
the whole referring to buying a whole pig for its meat rather than 
just parts of it. 

hoist 


with one's own petard see 
hold 


on or hold on like grim death see 


a hold over (someone) to have power or influence over (someone): 
| think the old man has some kind of hold over He always does 
what he 

(something) against (someone) to dislike (someone) because of 
(something) he or she has done: He always held it against her 
that she had her child 

a (gun) to someone's head see 


a pistol to (someone's) head see 


forth to talk for a long time forcefully or pompously: The lecturer 

held forth on his views on the political 

good to be valid or applicable: The rules that applied last year hold 
good this 

one's breath see 

one's horses see 

one's own see 

one's tongue see 

out on (someone) not to tell (someone): He's been holding out on 

us for It turns out he's engaged to be 

the fort see 

the purse strings see 

holds barred no restrictions on what is permitted: It was a case of 
no holds barred in the election All the candidates criticized their 


opponents 


hole 

more full of holes than Swiss cheese see 

secret and often dishonourable: Their romance is a hole-and-corner 
affair because she is 

a hole in an awkward or difficult situation: They're in a real Their 


passports have been stolen along with all their 


a hole in (something) to use a large part of (something): Holding 
the party left a huge hole in our supply of 

(something) like (someone) needs a hole in the head to regard 
(something) as being completely unwelcome or undesirable: The 
firm needs a strike at the moment like they need a hole in the 
holes in (something) to find faults in (a theory, plan, etc): He had 
no suggestions of his own but he picked holes in 

through a hole in one's head same as talk through the back of one's 
head see 

holy 

acting as though one is more moral, more pious, etc, than other 
people: She is so holier-than-thou that you wouldn't believe that she 
once spent a night in the police biblical reference to Isaiah 65:5.» 
holy of holies a private or special place inside a building: That's 
her father's It's the holy of holies in their literal translation of the 
Hebrew name for the inner sanctuary where the Ark of the 
Covenant was kept.» 

hollow 

hollow legs see 


home 


home from home a place where one feels comfortable and relaxed: 
Our holiday villa was a home from 

or drive (something) home to (someone) to to cause someone fully 
to understand or believe (something): Their mother's illness really 
brought home to them how much they relied on 

one's homework to prepare thoroughly for a meeting, etc, by 
getting all the necessary information: You will have to do your 
homework if you are going to win that export 

at home to feel comfortable and relaxed: She's from Italy originally 


but she feels completely at home here 


and dry having successfully completed an objective: | didn't think 


we'd get the contract but it's just been signed so we're home and 


truth a plain, direct statement of something that is true but 
unpleasant or difficult for someone to accept: | told her a few 
home truths about how her behaviour was affecting the 

oneself at home to make oneself comfortable and relaxed: Make 
yourself at home while | prepare the 

to write home about not very special, not remarkable: The food in 
the hotel was all right but nothing to write home 

home to win easily: Our candidate romped home to win the election 
by a huge horse-racing, referring to a horse winning a race with 
ease.» 

lights are on but nobody is home see 

or until the cows come home see 

honour 


the honours see 


hook 

hook or by crook by any means possible: She's says she'll get to the 
party by hook or by crook although she has no 

one's hooks into (someone) to become involved with (someone) and 
gain a great deal of influence or control over him or her: Harry 
used to be a very generous person until Meg got her hooks into him 
and now he's as mean as she 

the hook free from some difficulty, problem, etc, or something one 
does not want to do: | didn’t want to go to the party and my 
friend let me off the hook by asking me to reference to angling 
when a fish is taken off the hook and released.» 

one's hook to go away: Why don't you sling your hook and leave us 
alone? 

(something) hook, line and sinker to believe (something) completely: 


His story was obviously untrue but his mother swallowed it hook, line 


and to a fish that swallows not only the hook but the whole of 
the end section of the fishing line.» 

home stretch or straight to the last part of something, especially 
when this has been a particularly long or difficult process: It takes 
a long time to train to become a doctor, but Bella is on the home 
stretch now and graduates next 


hoop 


(someone) through the hoops to cause (someone) to experience 
something unpleasant or difficult: The interviewers certainly put the 
candidates through the hoops by asking searching to circus 
performers who jump through hoops set on fire. 

hop 

(someone) on the hop to find (someone) unprepared: My guests 
arrived early and caught me on the hop without the meal 

mad extremely angry: He was hopping mad when his new car broke 
(someone) on the hop to keep (someone) busy or active: Her 
grandchildren keep her on the 

hope 

high hopes of (something) to be extremely hopeful of success in 
(something): He has high hopes of getting into university thanks to 
his excellent exam 

against hope to continue to hope although there is little reason to 
be hopeful: She is seriously ill but they are hoping against hope that 
she will recover 

springs eternal (in the human breast) it is part of our nature as 
human beings to hope: So far he doesn't have a job but hope 
springs eternal in the human quotation from Alexander Pope's "An 
Essay on Criticism." 


one's hopes on (someone or something) to rely on (someone or 


something) helping one in some way: They have no money and 


they're pinning their hopes on the horse they backed 


horizon 

the horizon used to indicate that something is likely to happen 
soon: There are several good job opportunities for Sam on the 
horizon if he does as well as expected in his 


horn 


in one's horns to restrain one's actions, particularly the spending of 
money: Now that they have a child they will have to draw in their 
to a snail drawing in its horns if it is in danger.» 

in on (something) to join in on (something) uninvited and 
unwanted: She's trying to horn in on the organization of the 
horns to argue or fight: It wasn't long before the new boss and the 
union leader locked to horned male animals who sometimes get 
their horns caught together when fighting.» 

the horns of a dilemma see 

hornet 

up a hornet's nest to cause a great deal of trouble: The headmaster 
stirred up a hornet’s nest when he suggested changing the school 
horse 

horse of a different colour see 

the wrong horse to show support for the person, side, plan, etc, 
that turns out to be the loser in some way: You backed the wrong 
horse when you appointed him as He's hopeless with 

or get on one's high horse see 

horses in mid-stream see 

horse see 

like a horse to eat a great deal: Like most teenage boys he eats like 


a 


a dead horse to to continue to try to arouse interest, enthusiasm, 


etc, in something which is obviously not, or no longer, of interest: 


He's trying to sell life insurance to his neighbours but he's flogging a 
dead An agent from another firm has already been round the 

one's horses not to move so fast: Hold your horses! | haven't agreed 
to your plan 

sense common sense, practicality: She has no specialist knowledge of 
the business but she has horse 

for courses certain people are better suited to certain tasks or 
situations: He's good at planning things and she is good at putting 
plans into action. It's a case of horses for horses run better on 
certain types of ground.» 

the stable door after the horse has bolted see 

a gift horse in the mouth see 

nod is as good as a wink to a blind horse see 

the cart before the horse see 

jrom the horses mouth from someone closely connected with a 
situation and therefore knowledgeable about it: I got it straight 
from the horse’s She told me herself she was though a horse is 
giving a tip about a race in which it is running.» 

horses would not drag (someone) to something or somewhere nothing 
would persuade (someone) to attend something or go somewhere: 
Wild horses wouldn't drag me to his | loathe 

horse someone who is keen to work or help: She is chairman of 


the organizing committee but it's the willing horses who do all the 


can take a horse to water but you can't make it drink you can 
encourage someone to do something but you cannot force him or 
her to do it: You can get the university prospectuses for your son, 
but after that it's for him to You can take a horse to water but you 
can't make it 

hot 


hot and cold see 


the hots for (someone) an informal way of saying that someone is 
sexually attracted to someone: Jill is currently going out with Tom, 
but it was quite obvious at last night's party that she has the hots 
for 

air see 

a direct telephone line for use in emergencies: The two leaders 
have spoken on the 

on (someone's) heels close behind (someone): She arrived and then 
he rushed in hot on her 

potato something which it is difficult or dangerous to deal with: 
The complaint about faulty goods is a hot Pass it on to the 

under the collar angry or agitated: He got very hot under the collar 
when she refused to believe 

hot water in trouble: The boy will be in hot water when his father 
sees the damage he 

the hot seat in a position where one has responsibility for 
important and difficult issues: The acting managing director is in 
the hot seat 

a cat on hot bricks see 

a (hot) knife through butter see 


it or things hot for (someone) to make a situation unpleasant or 


impossible for (someone): You might as well He'll just make things 
hot for you if you 
hot very hot: | like soup to be piping 


or go like hot cakes see 

hour 

hours during the period when a shop, etc, would be normally be 
shut for business: The pub owner has been selling alcohol after 
hours see 

the eleventh hour see 

off the evil hour see 


(wee) small hours the hours immediately following midnight (1 a.m, 
2 a.m, etc): They danced until the wee small 

witching hour midnight: It's time we went It’s the witching 
aretraditionally supposed to be active at midnight.> 

house 

the house down to cause great amusement or applause: The 
comedian's jokes brought the house 

(someone) out of house and home to eat a great deal and so be 
expensive to feed: When all the grandchildren stayed with their 
grandparents they ate them out of house and 

on like a house on fire see 

round the houses to talk about unimportant or irrelevant issues 
and not get straight to the point or concentrate on what is 
important: We knew that the managing director had called the staff 
together to announce redundancies, but he kept going round the 

open house always to be ready and willing to welcome guests: Why 


don't you pay them a They keep open 


to give (someone or something) house room to used to emphasize 
how much someone dislikes and would prefer to avoid someone 
or something: Apparently, the chair which my gran offered me is a 
valuable antique, but | wouldn't give it house 

the house paid by the owner of shop, pub, etc: The drinks are on 
the house to celebrate the birth of the 

one's house in order to make sure that one's affairs are well 
arranged and organized: His will is perfectly He put his house in 
order before his 

as houses completely safe: The children will be safe as houses with 
their 

hue 

hue and cry a loud protest: There was a hue and cry about the 


council's proposal to close the local old legal term meaning a 


summons for people to join in a hunt for a criminal.» 

huff 

a or the huff upset, offended or sulking: Jade's in a huff because 
we went shopping without 

humble 

humble pie to have to admit that one has been wrong: He had to 
eat humble pie when his wife passed her driving He had said she 
wasn't good originally to a dish made from the umble or offal of 
a deer that was eaten by the lower classes.» 

hump 

over the hump to have got past the worst part of a difficult 
situation: Lisa was very upset about the break-up of her relationship 
with Joe, but seems to be over the hump now and has started going 


out with other 


the hump to become annoyed, offended or upset: Fred's got the 
hump just because we forgot to ask him if he wanted to go to the 
football 

hunt 

high and low for (someone or something) see 

with the hare and hunt with the hounds see 

hymn 


ftom the same hymn or song. sheet see 


i 

the i's and cross the t's see 

ice 

the ice to ease the shyness or formality of a social occasion: The 
baby's laughter broke the ice at the lunch 

no ice to have no effect: His charm cut no ice with her 

on the cake a desirable but unnecessary addition: The garden's the 
icing on the It's the size of the house that 

ice put aside for future use or attention: Our expansion plans will 
have to be put on 

on thin ice to (to be) in a risky or dangerous position: You're 
skating on thin ice by criticizing his 

tip of the iceberg a small sign of a much larger problem: Painting 
the new house will cost about £1000 and that's the tip of the iceberg 
—we need new carpets and to the fact that the bulk of an iceberg 
is hidden underwater. 

ill 

gains possessions acquired dishonestly: He got her jewels from her 
by blackmail and then sold his ill-gotten 

an ill wind (that blows nobody any good) in almost every 
misfortune there is something of benefit to someone: There was 
serious accident on the motorway and we might have been involved 
in it if ourcar hadn't broken down before we got onto the It’s an ill 
wind . 

(something) ill out to be offended or annoyed at (something): She 
took it ill out that we hadn't invited 


image 


the spitting image of or the spit and image of (someone or 
something) see 

imagination 

figment of one's imagination something which has no reality: His 
cottage in the country is sadly a figment of his 

immemorial 

time immemorial from a time beyond anyone's memory, written 
records, etc; for an extremely long time: The family has lived in the 
village from time legal phraseology the expression means "before 
the beginning of legal memory". 

in 

in for (something) to be likely to experience (something, often 
something unpleasant): The sky looks as if we're in for a 

in on (something) to be involved in (something), to know about 
(something): Not many were in on the 

in with (someone) to be friendly with or in favour with (someone): 
She's in with the 

it in for (someone) see 

ins and outs of (something) the details of (something): | don’t know 
the ins and outs of their 

inch 

or come within an inch of (something) to be or come very close 
to: He came within an inch of being killed by the falling 

inch a or the (something) completely (something): The old man is 


every inch a 


someone yields in any way to (someone) he or she will make 
even greater demands: If you give him an extra day to write his 
essay he will expect an extra week next time. Give him an inch and 
he'll take a ell is an old form of measurement.» 


Indian 


Indian summer a time of fine, warm weather in autumn: l've put 
away all my light clothes but we are having an Indian from a 
feature of the climate of North America whose original inhabitants 
were called Indians.» 

many chiefs and not enough Indians a surplus of people wishing to 
give orders or to administrate and a deficiency of people willing 
to carry out orders or do the work: Their plans didn't work out 
largely because there were too many chiefs and not enough 

ink 

red ink to of a company, to be in a serious financial situation: 
Jim's firm has been bleeding red ink for months and it will almost 
certainly go into receivership 

innings 

a good innings to enjoy a considerable period of life, success etc: 
To die at 9o is to have had a good to cricket.» 

inside 

(something) inside out see 

insult 


insult to injury see 
interest 


vested interest in (something) a personal and biased interest in 
(something): She has a vested interest in campaigning against the 
proposed new It would be competition for 

an interesting condition pregnant: She's not drinking alcohol because 
she's in an interesting 

interest to an even greater extent than something has been done, 
etc, to someone: He returned his insults with the world of 
banking.» 

iron 


many or several irons in the fire to be involved in several projects, 


etc, at the same time: One of his firms has gone bankrupt but he 


has several irons in the « Refers to a blacksmith heating pieces of 
iron before shaping them.» 

(someone or something) with a rod of iron to to be stern or 
ruthless: All the children are scared of the head teacher. She rules 
them with a rod of 

while the iron is hot to act at a point at which things are 
favourable to one: Your father is in a good Why don't you strike 
while the iron is hot and ask him for a loan to a blacksmith's 
work.» 

iron hand in the velvet glove sternness or ruthlessness hidden 
under an appearance of gentleness: Her father looks very kindly but 
he frequently beats his It’s a case of the iron hand in the velvet 
iron horse railway engines or trains: Travel was much more difficult 
before the invention of the iron 

item 

an item to be in a romantic relationship: Ralph and Carol are an 


item not just good 


itch 
itching to (do something) to want very much to (do something): 
He was itching to give her a 


an itching palm to be greedy for money: The shopkeeper always 


overcharges—she's got an itching 

ivory 

in an ivory tower to have a way of life protected from difficulty or 
unpleasantness: The writer lives in an ivory He doesn't realize how 
badly off his family 

the ivories to play the piano: There's a man in the pub who likes to 


tickle the white keys of a piano were once covered with ivory. 


jack, Jack 

jack of all trades (and master of none) someone who can do 
several different kinds of job (but does not do any of them very 
well): He's their gardener as well as their He's a jack of all 

jack in office a pompous, dictatorial official: That jack in office says 
that we will have to fill in all the forms 

work and no play makes Jack a dull boy see 

you can say Jack Robinson extremely rapidly: Your mother will be 
home before you can say Jack 

man jack to absolutely everyone: Every man jack of you must 
attend from the fact that Jack is a very common first name.» 

all right, Jack my situation is satisfactory, the implication being 
that it does not matter about anyone else's situation: The manager 
has got a pay increase and it's a case of I’m all right, He's not 
bothered about the workers' 

jackpot 

the jackpot to have a great success, often involving a large sum of 
money: He hit the jackpot when he married the boss's to the pool 
of money in poker. 

jam 

tomorrow the promise of better things in the future: Governments 
often promise jam tomorrow but many people would prefer some 
improvements a statement by the Red Queen in Alice Through the 
Looking-Glass by Lewis Carroll. 


for jam or old rope see 


jam on it to want an even better situation, etc, than one has 
already: She should be glad that she has a well-paid job but she 


wants jam on She wants longer to asking for jam on bread when 
bread on its own is quite sufficient. 

jazz 

all that jazz used to describe other things which are similar to 
things which have been mentioned: The family were very rich and 
the daughter had an expensive private education, took riding lessons, 
went on foreign holidays and all that 

Jekyll 

Jekyll and Hyde someone with two completely different sides to his 
or her personality: One day he is charming, the next he is very He's 
a real Jekyll and to the character in The Strange Case of Dr Jekyll 
and Mr a novel by Robert Louis Stevenson.» 

jelly 

to jelly to become very nervous: Jane says that she turns to jelly 
every time that she has to speak in 

Jeremiah 

Jeremiah a pessimist: My neighbour's a Jeremiah who says that the 
economic situation is going to get even biblical reference to the 
Lamentations of Jeremiah.» 

jet 

jet set wealthy people who can afford to travel a great deal. to jet 
planes.» 


jewel 


jewel in the crown the most valuable or successful thing associated 
with someone or something: The country has several successful 
industries, but the wine industry is the jewel in its 

job 

good job see 

job lot a mixed collection: The furniture in my rented flat is a real 
job lot—some of it is in good condition but some of it is ready for 


the rubbish to auctioneering.> 


put-up job see 

give up the day job see 

(something) up as a bad job to stop doing (something) because 
one has little hope of success: | tried to persuade her to stay but | 
eventually gave it up as a bad 

a job to have difficulty: If you're trying to get a contribution from 
her you'll have a She has a reputation for being incredibly 

the job exactly what is required: This cold drink is just the job in 
this 

for the boys used to suggest that jobs are being given to friends 
and relatives of people in power or authority, rather than to 
people who are qualified to get them; sometimes such jobs are 
unnecessary: The managing director's wife is paid by the firm as a 
social consultant, whatever that is. It's a case of jobs for the boys, | 
the best of a bad job to obtain the best results possible from 
something unsatisfactory: The house is in a terrible state of disrepair 
but we'll just have to make the best of a bad job and paint 
snow job see 

Job 


Job's comforter someone who brings no comfort at all but makes 
one feel worse: She supposedly came to cheer me up but she was a 
real Job's comforter and told me how ill | biblical reference to the 
friends of Job.» 


to try the patience of Job so irritating as to make the most patient 


of people angry: Their deliberate lack of cooperation was enough to 
try the patience of biblical reference to Job who had to suffer 
many misfortunes patiently.> 

jockey 

for position to try to manoeuvre oneself into a favourable or 
advantageous position: Very few people will be promoted and 


ambitious members of staff are jockeying for 


Joe 

Bloggs or Public or Soap the ordinary, average person: Some 
politicians only bother about what Joe Bloggs thinks at election 
join 

you can't beat them or 'em join them or 'em see 

the club see 

joint 

the joint to inspect premises carefully, especially with a view to 


later burglary: They weren't window-cleaners at They were burglars 


casing the 
(someone's) nose out of joint see 
joke 


no joke to be a serious matter: It was no joke when we missed the 
last 
a joke no longer amusing, rather serious or annoying: His remarks 


about women drivers are beyond a 


a joke to make a funny remark, to tell a funny story: The 
comedian cracked a series of bad 
joker 


joker in the pack someone in a group who is different from the 


rest in some way and may cause problems or have an effect on a 
situation: Peter knew that most of the committee supported his point 
of view and would vote for him, but he knew nothing about Gareth's 
view and thought that he might well be the joker in the to a pack 
of playing cards.» 

Jonah 

Jonah someone who brings bad luck: His workmates regard him as 
a Jonah. Things always go wrong when he's biblical reference to 
Jonah 1:477.» 


Jones 


up with the Joneses to make an effort to remain on the same 


social level as one's neighbours by buying what they have, etc: 


Paul's neighbours are going to Florida, so he and his wife will be 
going there next They spend their time trying to keep up with the 
jowl 

by_jowl see 

joy 

of the joys of spring very happy and cheerful: She was full of the 
joys of spring when she was planning her 

joy no success, no luck: We looked for the missing glove but no 
(someone) Joy. of (something) see 


jugular 


for the jugular to attack someone in the way that is likely to cause 
most harm or damage: The interviewer realized that the politician 
did not want to talk about the recent financial scandal involving him, 
but she decided to go for the jugular and ask him some frank 
questions about 

judge 

as a judge to be extremely sober, not to be at all drunk: When the 
police stopped John he said that he was sober as a judge, but he 
was breathalysed and found guilty of drink 


in judgement to criticize (someone) severely and often unfairly: You 


shouldn't sit in judgement on young women just because they're single 
mothers, especially when you know nothing about their 

juice 

in one's own juice to suffer because of one's own foolish actions: 
She'll just have to stew in her own She shouldn't have left her 

jump 

jumping-off point a place from which to begin: We have to start the 
investigation This is as good a jumping-off point as 


for the high jump see 


or stay one jump ahead to be or keep slightly ahead of someone 
or something in some way: Both of them are looking for clues but 
the policeman is one jump ahead of the private 

the jump on (someone) to start something before someone else 
does and so have an advantage: We were about to launch a new 
product, but our main competitor got the jump on us by bringing 


out a very similar product the month before our 


down (someone's) throat see 


on the bandwagon see 


out of one's skin see 

the gun see 

the rails see 

the queue see 

to it hurry up: Jump to it! You're going to be 

jungle 

law of the jungle see 

jury 

jury is still out people have not yet reached a conclusion or made 
a decision about something: The manufacturers are making great 
claims about their new anti-wrinkle cream, but the jury is still 

just 

one's just deserts see 

so very neatly arranged: She likes everything in her kitchen to be just 
the job see 

justice 


(someone or something) justice (1) to show the true value of 


(someone or something): The photograph doesn't do justice to her 
(2) to eat (a meal, etc) with a good appetite: | really couldn't do 
justice to the | had eaten too much of the main 

justice to oneself to behave in a way that is worthy of one's ability: 
The pupil didn't do justice to himself in the 


Justice see 


keel 

or keep on an even keel see 

keen 

as mustard see 

keep 

or keep (something) in mind see 

keeps permanently: She's gone abroad for 

a level head or keep one's head see 

an open mind see 

(someone) at arm's length see 

in with (someone) to remain friendly with (someone) or in 
(someone's) favour: She keeps in with her aunt because the old lady 
is 

it up to carry on doing something as well as one is doing it: 
There’s been an improvement in your work—keep it from the game 
of shuttlecock, the aim of which was to keep the shuttlecock in 
the air.» 

on at (someone) to urge (someone) constantly to do something, to 
nag (someone): She kept on at him to get a new 

one's chin up see 

one's cool see 

one's distance see 

one's end up see 

one's hair on see 

one's hand in see 

one's head above water see 


one's nose clean see 


one’s own counsel to keep one's opinions, problems, etc, secret: I 

thought of telling him about my health fears but decided to keep my 
own 

oneself to oneself not to seek the company of others much, to tell 
others very little about oneself: Our new neighbours keep themselves 
very much to 

one's shirt on see 

one's word see 

pace with (someone or something) see 

(someone) posted see 

tabs on (someone or something) see 

ihe peace see 

the wolf from the door see 


time see 


(something) to oneself to keep (something) secret: The child kept 
her worries about school to 

or lose track of (something) see 

(something) under one's hat see 

(something) under wraps see 

up appearances see 


up with the Joneses see 


keg 

sitting on a powder keg see 

ken 

one's ken outside the range of one's knowledge or understanding: 
Why he did it is beyond my «"Ken" used to mean range of 
vision.» 

kettle 


different kettle of fish a completely different set of circumstances: 


Your previous suggestion was turned down, but your latest one is a 
completely different kettle of 


pretty kettle of fish to an awkward or difficult situation: We're lost 
without a This is a pretty kettle of 

pot calling the kettle black see 

kibosh 

the kibosh on (something) to spoil or ruin (something's) chances of 
success: My broken ankle put the kibosh on my holiday plans—no 
sunshine and swimming for 

kick 

and kicking see 

kicks for thrills or fun: The children broke the windows for 

a kick out of to get fun or a thrill out of something: He's a bully 
and gets a kick out of making younger children 

oneself to be annoyed with oneself: | could have kicked myself when 
| realized my 

one's heels same as cool one's heels see 

(someone) in the teeth see 

over the traces to defy rules that control one's behaviour: Her 
parents were very strict but she kicked over the traces and to a 
horse drawing a cart which gets out of control of the driver. 

the bucket see 


(someone) upstairs to appoint (someone) to a job which is more 
senior than the present one but which has less power: The export 
manager hasn't being doing his job very effectively recently but it 
would be difficult for the firm to get rid of him and so they've kicked 
him 

kid 

(someone or something) with kid gloves to deal with (someone or 
something) very tactfully or delicately: The boss is You'll have to 
handle him with kid gloves 

new kid on the block to the newest person in a place, activity, etc: 


The other members of the football team are anxious to see how well 


the new kid on the block 

Kilkenny 

like Kilkenny cats see 

kill 

in at the kill to be present when something important or decisive 
happens, often something that is unpleasant for someone: Many 
journalists dislike the financier very much and they're all planning to 
be in at the kill when he announces his to the death of the fox in 
a foxhunt.» 

killed the cat see 

the fatted calf see 

the goose that lays the golden egg. see 


time see 
two birds with one stone see 


(someone) with kindness to spoil (someone) to the extent that it is 


a disadvantage to him or her: The old lady is killing her dog with 
kindness by over-feeding 
a killing to make a large profit: He made a killing when he sold his 


in for the kill to act decisively with a view to defeating one's 
opponent: Jack was determined to win the tennis match and, 
realizing that his opponent was tiring, swiftly moved in for the 
a kind of poor quality: They provided a meal, of a 

of a kind see 

(someone) with kindness see 

milk of human kindness see 

king 

cat may look at a king. see 

king's ransom a vast sum of money: They paid a king's ransom for 
that 

kingdom 


kingdom come for a very long time: Those two will gossip until 
kingdom to a phrase in the Lord's Prayer. 

kingdom come to death: That bomb would blow us to kingdom 
above.» 

kiss 

goodbye to (something) to have to accept that you have lost 
(something) or that you are not going to get (something): If 
you've lent money to Bill you can kiss goodbye to it; he owes a lot 
of people money and he never pays them 

of death something which causes the end, ruin or death of 
something: His appointment as managing director was the kiss of 
death to the biblical reference to the kiss by which Judas betrayed 
Jesus.» 

kitchen 


but the kitchen sink to used to emphasize how much luggage 
someone has: PII never get all these suitcases in the car; you must 
be taking everything but the kitchen 

kite 

a kite to start a rumour about a new project to see how people 
would react if the project were put into operation: | think the 
rumour going around about moving to a new building is a kite flown 
by to the use of kites to discover the direction and strength of 
the wind.> 

as a kite very excited: The children are all as high as kites because 
they're going to the seaside later 

kitten 

kittens to get very agitated or angry: She'll have kittens when she 
sees the mess in the 

knee 

(someone) to his or her knees to humble or ruin (someone): The 


workers went on strike but they were brought to their knees by lack 


of to going on one's knees to beg for something.» 

to a grasshopper see 

bended knee see bend 

knickers 

one's knickers in a twist to become agitated: Don't get your knickers 
in a They'll be here soon. 

knife 

one's knife in (someone) to wish to harm (someone): He's got his 


knife in her because she got the job his sister 


a (hot) knife through butter to used to emphasize how easily 
someone has dealt with a difficult situation: There were many 
difficulties in the way of Amy getting to university, but she cut 
through them all like a hot knife through 

a knife edge in a very uncertain or risky state: The financial state of 
the company is on a knife 

the knife in (someone) to do something that will harm, upset or 
cause problems for (someone): Kim was feeling really miserable 
about losing her job when Adam stuck the knife in and told her that 
it was all her own 

knives are out for (someone) used to describe a situation in which 
several people are planning to harm or cause problems for 
(someone): The minister has several enemies in the government and 
it looks as though the knives are out for 

night of the long knives a time when an act of great disloyalty is 
carried out, usually by the sudden removal of several people from 
power or employment: She went in one morning to discover that 
she and her team had been It had been the night of the long to 19 
June 1934, when Adolf Hitler had a number of his Nazi colleagues 
imprisoned or killed.> 

knob 


knobs on used to indicate informally that something or someone 
is an extreme example of something: All of the family are a bit 
mean, but the eldest son is a miser with knobs to brass or other 
fittings on pieces of furniture. 

knock 

or knock the living daylights out of (someone) see 

or come knocking at the door see 


(someone) for six see 


(something) into a cocked hat see 


(someone or something) into shape see 


(someone). off his/her perch see 


(something) on the head see 


spots off (someone) see 


the stuffing out of (someone) see 


or throw (someone) for a loop see 

school/university of hard knocks to used to indicate that someone 
has gained his/her experience from problems, difficulties and 
setbacks encountered in life: All of you young people are fortunate 
to be studying for your degrees at the university of your I, like so 
many of my generation, have been educated at the university of hard 
knot 

a rate of knots extremely rapidly: She's getting through the work at 


a rate of to a method of measuring the speed of ships.» 


the Gordian knot see 

the knot to get married: After living together for years, Jill and Tom 
have decided to tie the 

(oneself or someone) in knots to get (oneself or someone) in a 
confused state: The defence lawyer is tying the witness in 

know 

the know knowing facts, etc, that are known only to a small group 


of people: Someone in the know told me that he has 


takes one to know one see 


all the answers see 


a thing or two see 


(something) backwards or like the back of one's hand see 


(something) inside out to know and understand (something) very 
well indeed: If you want to find out anything about the history of 
the family ask Aunt Lily; she knows it inside 

one's onions see 

one's place see 

the ropes see 

the score see 

which side one's bread is buttered see 

what's what see 

where one stands see 

to know one is born to lead a trouble-free and protected life: She 
doesn't know she's She has a well-paid job and works very few hours 
compared to everyone 

to know whether one is coming or going to be very confused, often 
because one is very busy: | don't know whether lm coming or Ive 
got all the Christmas preparations to do, I’ve just been given some 
extra urgent work and l've got visitors arriving 

to know which way to turn see 

to want to know not to be interested in something, not to be 
willing to offer assistance or take action: The police warned the 
factory owner that he should instal an alarm system, but he didn't 
want to know because he regarded it as being too 

knuckle 


the knuckle or bone see 


(someone) over the knuckles to scold or criticize (someone): They 


were rapped over the knuckles for being rude to 


labour 

labour of love a long or difficult job done for one's own 
satisfaction or from affection for someone rather than for reward: 
Ironing all her husband's shirts is a real labour of 

la-di-dah 

upper-class: The children laugh at the teacher's la-di-dah the 
supposed sound of upper-class speech.» 

lady 


isn't over till the fat lady sings see 


man a man who likes the company of women and tries to charm 
them: He rarely goes out with his male He's a real ladies’ man who 
prefers the company of 

bountiful a rich, generous, and often patronizing woman: She likes 
playing lady bountiful to her badly off to a character in George 
Farquhar's play, The Beaux’ 

a man who likes going out with women: He still goes out with lots 
of women even now that he is He always was a 

lamb 

ewe lamb see 

two shakes of a lamb's tail see 

a lamb to the slaughter meekly, without arguing or resisting, often 
because unaware of danger or difficulty: Young soldiers went to 
fight in World War | like lambs to the biblical reference to Isaiah 


53:7.» 


might as well be hanged for a sheep as a lamb see 
dressed as lamb see 


lame 


lame duck see 

a lame dog over a stile to give help to someone in difficulties: The 
old lady has very little money but she still likes to help lame dogs 
over 

lamp 

of the lamp of a piece of writing, to show signs of research and 
revision rather than originality: He doesn't show much creativity in 
his essays. They smell of the 

land 

land of milk and honey a place where life is pleasant, with plenty 
of food and possibilities of success: The refugees saw their new 
country as a land of milk and biblical reference to the Promised 
Land of the Israelites, as described in Exodus 3:8.» 

cuckoo land see 


or land on one's feet see 


in one's lap see 

off the fat of the land see 

how the land lies to to look carefully at a situation before taking 
any action or decision: | don't know how long I'll stay with my I'll 
see how the land literally to sailors looking at the shore before 
landing.» 

land of Nod see 

lane 


a long lane that has no turning every period of misfortune, 
unhappiness, etc, comes to an end or changes to happier 
circumstances eventually: He'll find happiness one It's a long lane 
that has no 

in the fast lane a life which is very busy and active and usually 
contains a lot of stress and pressure: Bill was a highly-paid 
stockbroker who worked long hours in the city, but he got tired of life 


in the fast lane and now runs a village post 


language 

the same language to have similar tastes and views: It's good to 
meet someone who speaks the same 

lap 

into (someone's) lap see 

the lap of luxury in luxurious conditions: Film stars usually live in 
the lap of 

the lap of the gods see 

in ones lap to have to deal with (something) which is not really 
one's responsibility: This complaint should have gone to the 
customer service department; | don't know why it has landed in my 
large 

as life in person, actually present: We had just been asking where 
he was when he came in, large as works of art, particularly 
sculptural, which are life-size.> 

than life extraordinary, behaving, etc, in an extravagant way: He is 
very quiet and shy but his wife is larger than 

large see 

lark 

up or rise with the lark to rise very early in the morning: We got 
up with the lark to catch the 


as a lark see 

a or in the last resort when all other methods have failed: In the 
last resort you can sell your house to pay your 

one's last gasp see 

one's last see 

the last laugh see 

the last word to make the last or decisive statement in an 
argument, etc: His wife always has to have the last 

one's or its last legs near to collapse: The firm is on its last legs 


after losing a major 


last straw same as the straw that breaks the camel's 

last word the most fashionable or up-to-date example of 
something: He has the last word in recording 

to one's last to continue to do the job that one is experienced in: 
He's a computer specialist and he should stick to his last rather than 
trying to write crime comes from the saying, "The cobbler should 
stick to his last", meaning that a shoemaker should concern 
himself only with making or mending shoes.» 

late 

late than never better for something to arrive, happen, etc, late 
than never to do so at all: He eventually arrived at midnight but 
they all agreed better late than 

in the day when a project, activity, etc, is well advanced: It’s a bit 
late in the day to propose changes to the 

laugh 


the last laugh to be victorious or proved right in the end, 
especially after being scorned, criticized, etc: His neighbours teased 
him for entering the garden competition, but he had the last laugh 
when he won the saying "He who laughs last laughs longest". 
and the world laughs with you (weep and you weep alone) when 
someone is cheerful or happy, other people share in his or her 
joy (but when he or she is sad or miserable, people tend to 
avoid him or her): His friends all went to see him when he won the 
prize, but the following year when he came last in the competition, 
no one went near Laugh and the world laughs with you, weep and 
you weep 

like a drain or laugh one's head off to laugh very loudly: He 
laughed like a drain when the bully tripped and 

on the other side of one's face to suffer disappointment or 


misfortune after seeming to be successful or happy: They were 


sure his side had won but they had to laugh on the other side of 
their faces when the opposing side scored a late 
(someone or something) out of court see 


up one's sleeve to be secretly amused: She thought she was 


impressing them but they were laughing up their sleeves at 
laughing matter a very serious matter: His playing truant is no 
laughing 


laurel 


to one's laurels to be careful not to lose one's position or 
reputation because of better performances by one's rivals: The 
champion had better look to her There are some very good young 
tennis players coming up through the reference to the laurel wreath 
with which the ancient Greeks crowned their poets and victors.> 
on one’s laurels to be content with past successes without trying 
for any more: The firm used to have a good reputation but it has 
been resting on its laurels for too above.» 

law 

a law unto oneself to behave as one wishes rather than obeying 
the usual rules and conventions: He was the only one not wearing 
evening dress but then he's always a law unto 

down the law to state one's opinions with great force, to give 
orders dictatorially: Her father lays the law down about which friends 
she should 

the law into one's own hands to take action against a crime or 
injustice without involving the police or courts: The villagers took 
the law into their own hands and nearly killed the child's 

law of the jungle the unofficial rules for survival or success in a 
dangerous or difficult situation where civilized laws are not 
effective: He's beating him up because he raped his The law of the 
jungle applies in these 


letter of the law see 


long arm of the law see 
lay 
a ghost/lay the ghost of (something) see 


down one's arms see 


it on the line see 


it on thick or lay it on with a trowel to to exaggerate greatly in 
one's praise, compliments, etc, to someone: He was laying it on 
with a trowel when he was telling her how beautiful she 


(someone) low to make (someone) ill: He's been laid low by a 


stomach 

odds see 

or put (something) on the line see 

Waste see 

leading question a question asked in such a way as to suggest the 
answer the questioner wants to hear: The defence counsel asked his 
witness a series of leading 

(someone) by the nose see 

light an important person in a certain group, field, etc: She's one 
of the leading lights of the local dramatic 

the way see 

(someone) up the garden path see 

the lead to avoid doing one's work usually by inventing deceitful 
excuses: He said the soil was too dry to dig but the head gardener 
knew he was swinging the naval slang.» 

down like a lead balloon see 

leaf 

a leaf out of (someone's) book to use (someone) as an example: 


You should take a leaf out of your sister's book and start doing some 


over a new leaf to to change one's behaviour, etc, for the better: 
He was wild as a teenager but he's turned over a new leaf 

league 

in league with (someone) to have joined together with (someone), 
usually for a bad purpose: He was in league with the men who 
broke into the 


be in the same league as (someone) not to be as able as 


(someone): The new teacher's not in the same league as our 
previous to the grouping of clubs in soccer, etc, according to 
ability. 

lean 

on (someone) to use force on (someone) to persuade him or her 
to do something: They must have leaned on him to get him to give 
them an 

over backwards same as bend over backwards see 

leap 

leap in the dark an action or decision the results of which cannot 
be foreseen: It's foolish to take a leap in the dark and emigrate to 
a new country without a 

leaps and bounds very quickly or successfully: The children are 
progressing by leaps and bounds in their new 

before you leap see 

lease 

(someone or something) a new lease of life to cause (someone) to 
have a longer period of active life or usefulness or to have a 
happier or more interesting life: Her hip operation has given the old 
lady a new lease of 

leash 


at the leash to be impatient or very eager to do something: The 
children were straining at the leash to get out to to a dog on a 


leash straining to get its freedom.» 


least 

said soonest mended the less one says in a difficult situation the 
less harm will be done: | was so angry that | wanted to tell her 
what | thought of her, but least said soonest 

leave 

(someone) in the lurch to leave (someone) in a difficult or 
dangerous situation without any help: She walked out and left her 
husband in the lurch with three young lurch refers to a position at 
the end of certain games, such as cribbage, in which the loser 
has either lost by a huge margin or scored no points at all. 


a nasty taste in the mouth see 


or let well alone to make no change to something that is already 
reasonably satisfactory: You've just made the television picture worse 
by trying to fix You should have left well 

French leave see 

it or leave it see 

leave of one's senses see 

leech 

to (someone) like a leech to be constantly with (someone) or 
constantly to follow (someone): His new girlfriend sticks to him like 
a His friends never see him leeches were used in medicine and 
were stuck firmly to patients to suck blood.» 


leeway 


up leeway to take action to recover from a setback or loss of 
advantage: After his illness he had a lot of schoolwork to do in order 
to catch up on his classmates but he soon made up refers to the 
distance a sailing ship is blown sideways off its course by the 
wind.» 

left 

two left feet to be clumsy or awkward with one's feet, e.g. when 
dancing: | tried to waltz with him but he has two left 


right and centre everywhere, to an extreme degree: He gives a bad 
impression of the company left, right and 

left hand does not know what his or her right hand is doing 
(someone's) affairs are extremely complicated: He has so many 
different business interests that his left hand doesn't know what his 
right hand is 

leg 

a leg said to an actor or other stage performer as a means of 
wishing him or her good luck: ! hear the play opens tonight. Break 
a leg! the theatre it is traditionally considered bad luck to wish an 
actor good luck in a direct way. 

an arm and a leg see 

one's leg over especially of a man, to have sex with someone: Rose 
wants a romantic relationship and she doesn't realize that Alf just 
wants to get his leg 

(someone) a leg up to give (someone) some assistance to achieve 
advancement: The manager would still be working on the factory 
floor if the previous manager hadn't given him a leg 

hollow legs to be able to drink a great deal of alcohol: Joe had 
twice as much to drink as anyone else and yet he didn't seem drunk; 


he must have hollow legs! 


legs to be likely to be successful or to work: At first, the manager 
rejected the idea for a new product and then he began to think that 
it might have legs after 

it to run or go away quickly: The two youths legged it before the 
police could ask them any 

to have a leg to stand on to have no defence or justification for 
one's actions: The driver accused of causing the accident doesn't have 
a leg to stand on. An eye witness saw him knock down the old lady 
as she was crossing the 


one's or its last legs see 


(someone's) leg to try as a joke to make (someone) believe 
something that is not true: There's not really an escaped lion in the 
street. He's pulling your 

one's legs to go for a walk: I’m stiff from sitting in the car for so | 
must stretch my 

legend 

legend in one's own lifetime used to indicate that someone has 


become famous during his/her lifetime: Many painters don't achieve 


fame until after they're dead, but Picasso was a legend in his own 
legend in one's own lunch time used humorously to indicate that 
someone has been famous for a very short time: You might not 
remember her; she's that pop star who was a legend in her own 
lunch time a couple of years 

legion 

name is legion there are a great many of them: It's difficult to 
estimate how many people have Their name is biblical reference to 
Mark 5:9.» 

length 


to great lengths to take absolutely any action in order to achieve 
what one wants: He'll go to any lengths to get that job, including 
leopard 

leopard never changes its spots a person's basic character does not 
change: | don't believe that he was acting out of kindness. He has 
always been a selfish person and the leopard never changes his 

let 

alone (someone or something) not taking into consideration 
(someone or something): We haven't really enough room for her, let 
alone the three 

oneself go (1) to enjoy oneself without restraint: He seems very 


formal but he really lets himself go at (2) to stop taking trouble 


over one's appearance: She always used to be elegantly dressed but 
since her husband's death she has let herself 

(someone) have it see 

(someone) in on something to share something secret with 
(someone): They let him in on their plans to 

off steam see 

(something). slip see 

the grass grow under one's feet see 

well alone same as leave well 

letter 


red-letter day see 


letter of the law the exact wording of a law, rule, agreement 
clause: According to the letter of the law, you are responsible for half 
the costs of the repairs, but in your financial circumstances it would 
be unreasonable of him to expect you to pay biblical reference to Il 
Corinthians 3:6.» 

the letter in every detail: You must follow the instructions to the 
level 

level playing field a situation which is completely fair to all 
involved and in which no one has any particular advantage: The 
job interviews were anything but a level playing Two of the three 
people who were given jobs were related to members of the 
management 

one's level best see 


one's or its (own) level to find out what situation, position, etc, 


one is naturally suited to: There's no point in expecting all the 
pupils to go to They have to find their own 

the level honest, trustworthy: His father's a crook but he's on the 
liberty 

Hall a place where one can do as one pleases: It's Liberty Hall in 


their house at the Their parents are away for the 


liberties with (something) to treat (something) with too much 
freedom or with not enough respect: The writer of the book 
thought that the makers of the film had taken liberties with her 
the liberty of (doing something) to dare to do (something) without 
permission or without being asked to: | took the liberty of 
borrowing a pen from your | hope you don’t 

licence 


licence see 


licence to print money to have the opportunity to get or spend a 
lot of money without doing very much in return for it: The council 
are giving developers substantial grants to build in the area and many 
local people regard such a grant as a licence to print 

lick 

lick and a promise a quick, not thorough, wash or clean: She's 
given the kitchen floor a lick and a 

(someone or something) into shape to improve (someone or 
something) greatly to bring it up to standard: The report he wrote 
was inadequate, but | helped him lick it into to an old belief that 
bear cubs are born shapeless and have to be licked into shape by 
their mothers.» 

one's lips see 

one's wounds see 

lid 

or take the lid off (something) to reveal the truth about 
(something): The sacked worker blew the lid off the company's tax 
ones lid see flip 

the lid on (something) to keep (something) secret or keep 
(something) under control so that it does not get any worse: The 
government was hoping to keep the lid on the story about the MP 


and a questionable financial deal, but it's all over the tabloids this 


unpleasant way: The recession put the tin lid on his already failing 


the lie to (something) to show that (something) is untrue: The 
letters the police found gave the lie to his denial of the 

in or through one's teeth to tell lies obviously and unashamedly: 
He was lying through his teeth when he told the police that he 
hadn't been near the scene of the 

a lie to live a way of life about which there is something 
dishonest: His partner didn't know that he had committed bigamy 
and was living a 

lie see 

heavy on (someone) to be a burden or source of anxiety to 
(someone): The guilt of his crime lay heavy on 

in wait for (someone) see 


low see 


how the land lies see 

(something) lying down to accept an unpleasant situation without 
protesting or taking action against it: The workers have been 
dismissed unfairly but they're not taking it lying They're going to take 
legal 

lie of the land the nature and details of a situation: Find out the 
lie of the land before applying for a job with that to sailors 
studying the nature of the coastline.» 

life 

dog's life see 

matter of life and death see 

legend in one's own lifetime see 


new life into (something) to make (something) more lively, active 


or successful: The club needs new members to breathe new life into 


to life to become active or lively: The restaurants there don't come 
to life until late in the 

a life used to indicate to someone that you think that he or she 
has a boring, uninteresting life and should do something to 
change this: Get a life! Don't spend yet another night in front of the 
television! 

on with your own life used as a cliché to advise someone to 
forget about the past and concentrate on the future: It was 
dreadful that Carol changed her mind about marrying you, but you 
really must get on with your own life 

as life see 

is just a bowl of cherries used ironically to indicate that life can be 
difficult and unpleasant: The car won't start and the washing 
machine has broken down—isn't life a bowl of cherries! 

dear life or for dear life's sake to a very great extent, very rapidly, 
hard, etc: We had to run for dear life to catch the 

the life of me if my life depended on it: | can't for the life of me 
remember his 


(someone or something) a new lease of life see 


the time of one's life see 

a charmed life see 

a double life to follow two completely different ways of life, one of 
which is usually secret and deceitful: The salesman was leading a 
double He had one wife in London and one in 

or live the life of Riley to lead a comfortable and trouble-free life: 
She married a rich old man and led the life of 

on your life certainly not: "Are you going to accept that?" "Not on 


your 


one's life in (someone's) hands to put oneself in a situation in 


which someone else has control over what happens to you: | had 
never even met the doctor before and there | was putting my life in 
his 

life and limb to to risk death or physical injury, to take extreme 
risks: Soldiers know they must risk life and limb in the course of 
their 

life to have wide experience, especially of varying conditions of life: 
As a social worker she certainly sees 


one's life in one's hands to take the risk of being killed, injured or 


harmed: You take your life in your hands when you cross that 
facts of life the facts about sex or reproduction: The child is too 
young to understand the facts of 


life and soul of the party someone who is very lively and amusing 
on social occasions: Although she is quite an elderly person, she was 


the life and soul of the 

to the life exactly like (someone): The old man's Churchill to the 
or where there's life there's hope one should not despair of a 
situation while there is still a possibility of improvement: The firm 
is in a pretty bad state financially but while there's life there's 

to one’s lights see 

(something) to light to reveal or uncover (something): The police 
investigation has brought new facts to 


to light to be revealed or uncovered: New evidence has come to 


the green light to (something) see 

out like a light to go to sleep immediately: After that hill walk 1 
went straight to bed and went out like a 

one's light under a bushel to to be modest or silent about one's 


abilities or talents: We discovered accidentally that she's a marvellous 


piano She's certainly been hiding her light under a biblical reference 
to Matthew 5:15, quoting Christ.» 

the cold light of day when one looks at something practically and 
calmly: At the party we planned a world trip with our friends but in 
the cold light of day we realized that we couldn't afford 

light see 

at the end of the tunnel possibility of success, happiness, etc, after 
a long period of suffering, misery etc: He's been depressed about 
being Now he's been promised a job there is light at the end of the 
the light (I) to understand something after not doing so: She was 
having trouble with the maths problem but she suddenly saw the (2) 
to agree with someone's opinions or beliefs after not doing so: 
She did not belive in vegetarianism but then suddenly she saw the 
(3) (also see the light of to come into existence: | don't think the 
book he's writing will ever see the 

or throw light on (something) to make (something) clearer, e.g. by 
providing more information about it: Can his parents shed any light 
on why he ran away? 

light of (someone's) life the most important person or thing in 


(someone's) life: Her dogs are the light of her 


lights are on but nobody is at home used to indicate that someone 
is either stupid or crazy: | can’t believe that the boy didn't 
understand what | The lights were on but nobody was 

light-fingered to be likely to steal: Lock your money and jewels | 
think she is 

as a feather extremely light: The sponge cake was as light as a 


light of (something) to treat (something) as unimportant: He made 


light of his injury and worked 
hands make light work see 


lightning 


the lightning rod for (something) to attract the blame or criticism 


for something although other people are, in fact, responsible: The 
hotel receptionist was the lightning rod for all the guests' complaints, 
although she was not responsible for any of the things which had 
gone 

never strikes twice (in the same place) the same misfortune is 
unlikely to occur more than once: Having been burgled once we're 
hoping lightning won't strike 

as lightning or like greased lightning extremely rapidly: Quick as 


lightning he snatched my purse from my 

lily 

lily-livered to be cowardly: He's He won't accept a challenge to to 
an old belief that the liver of a coward had no blood in it.» 
the lily see 


limb 


on a limb in a risky and often lonely position; having ideas, 
opinions, etc, different from other people: He went out on a limb 
and disagreed publicly with the scientific research of his to being 
stuck in an isolated position on the branch of a tree.» 

life and limb see 

(someone) limb from limb to attack (someone) in a fierce and 
aggressive way, either in deed or speech: When Dick sees the 
damage you did to his car he'll tear you limb from 

limbo 

limbo in a forgotten or neglected position: He's in limbo in a small 
department far from the head 

limelight 

the limelight in a situation where one attracts a great deal of 
public attention: Leading politicians must get used to being in the 


limit 


the limit to be as much as, or more than, one can tolerate: That 
postman's the He gets later and 

limits beyond what is allowed: They told him not to go out with 
their sister but he can't resist someone that's off 

sky's the limit see 

line 

along the line at every point in an action, process, etc: All along 
the line it was obvious that their marriage was in 

or on the lines of (something) similar to (something): Our pay scale 
should be along the lines of that of the other parts of the 


in line for (something) to be likely to get (something): He's in line 
for 

in the front line (1) to be responsible for dealing with demanding 
situations: The nurses are usually in the front line when it comes to 
patients’ (2) to be involved in the latest development of 
something: Professor Jack's team are in the front line of research into 
cancer 

or come on line to be ready for use, to be operating: Our new 
production system has been delayed and it will only come on line 
next computer reference.» 

(way) out of line to behave in a way that is not acceptable: You 


should apologize to You were way out of line when you got drunk 


and started criticizing her 

(something) into line with (something) to make (something) the 
same as or comparable with (something else): The aim is to bring 
the agricultural policies of all the countries into 

the line to start behaving in a way which is unacceptable, 
offensive or extreme: Janet's parents are usually okay about her 
coming home late, but she crossed the line when she stayed out all 


night and didn't phone 


the line some time in the future: Jane has decided that she wants 
to leave school and get a job instead of going to university, but her 
parents are worried that she may regret the decision further down the 
a line under (something) to regard (something unpleasant) as being 
over and best forgotten so that people can move on: Rod had an 
affair, but he and his wife have decided to draw a line under it and 


give their marriage another 


the line to fix a limit: We can’t invite We must draw the line 
(someone) a line to send (someone) a short letter: | keep meaning 
to drop Mary a line to let her know about the 

into line to behave according to the relevant rules, regulations or 
traditions: Dan's wife doesn't go to church, but when they visit his 
parents she's expected to fall into line and attend morning service in 
the village 

lines see 


line see 

it on the line to make (something) absolutely clear to someone: If 
you want him to understand the seriousness of the position you will 
have to lay it on the line to 

or put (something) on the line to risk losing (something): He laid 
his job on the line by supporting the 

ones pocket see 

one's line of country not something which one knows a lot about 
or is interested in: You should ask an accountant; finance is not my 


line of 


between the lines to understand or deduce something from a 


statement, situation, etc, although this has not actually been 
stated: Her family says that she is well but, reading between the 
lines, 1 think that she is unlikely to to a method of writing secret 
messages by writing in invisible ink between the lines of other 


messages.- 


on the dotted line see 
a line to exaggerate or boast about one's abilities, achievements, 


etc: Beware of candidates who shoot a line at their 


out of line to behave differently from what is usually acceptable or 


expected: There's no point in deliberately stepping out of line and 
wearing jeans to the formal to a line of soldiers on parade.» 
a hard line see 


line of least resistance the course of action that will cause one 


least effort or trouble: She won't disagree with the rest of the She 
always takes the line of least 


a fine line between (something) and (something) used to emphasize 


that there is a very slight difference between two particular things, 
one of which is bad or much less acceptable than the other: Sara 
means well, but she has to learn that there's a fine line between 
offering help and 

the line to obey the rules or orders: The new teacher will soon get 
the children to toe the to competitors having to stand with their 
toes behind a line when starting a race, etc.» 

linen 

or wash one's dirty linen in public see 

link 


weak link in the chain refers to a person whose lack of skills are 


a liability to a project or institution: Janice never fully understood 
anything she was told and, of all the people in the office, was the 
weak link in the 

lion 


the lion in its den see 


a person who tries very hard to become friendly with famous 


people: When the actor became famous he tried to avoid to people 


formerly going to see the lions at the Tower of London as part of 
a sight-seeing tour of London.» 

one's head in the lion's mouth to put oneself in a very dangerous 
or difficult position: She put her head in the lion's mouth by asking 
her boss for a rise when he had just dismissed some other 

lion's share a much larger share than anyone else: His eldest son 
got the lion's share of the old man's to one of Aesop's fables in 
which the lion, being a very fierce animal, claimed three quarters 
of the food which he and other animals had hunted for.» 
(someone) to the lions deliberately to put (someone) in a 
dangerous or difficult position, often to protect oneself: They were 
both responsible for the mistakes, but he threw his colleague to the 
lions by telling the manager it was her fault to a form of 
entertainment in ancient Rome in which prisoners were thrown to 
wild animals to be attacked and killed. 

lip 

a stiff upper lip to to show no emotion, such as fear or 
disappointment, when danger, trouble, etc, arises: The boy was sad 
not to receive a present but his father had taught him to keep a stiff 
upper 

one's lips to look forward to something with pleasure: He was 
licking his lips at the thought of his holiday reference to licking 
one's lips at the thought of appetizing food.» 

lips are sealed (someone) will not reveal something secret: | know 


what he has got you for your birthday but my lips are 


lip-service to (something) to say that one believes in or agrees with 
(something) without really doing so and without acting as if one 
did: She pays lip-service to feminism but she pays her female workers 
a lot less than her male 

my lips used by someone to emphasize that people should pay 


attention to what he or she is about to say: Read my lips; | am 


never lending you my car again! 

list 

the lists to join in a contest or argument: My father and brother 
are arguing about holidays and my sister has now entered the 

listen 

to (someone or with only half an ear see 

litmus 

litmus test something which assesses or demonstrates clearly what 
something is really like: The gruelling early-morning training sessions 
are a litmus test of the commitment of the athletes to their 

or knock the living daylights out of (someone) to give (someone) a 
severe beating: He'll knock the living daylights out of you if he finds 
out you lost him his 

and let live to get on with one's own life and let other people get 
on with theirs without interfering: | never complain about my | 
believe in live and let 

by one's wits see 

ftom hand to mouth see 


in sin See 


it up to have an enjoyable and expensive time: He was living it up 
on his trips at the firm's 

like a lord see 

on one's nerves see 

to tell the tale see 

up to one's reputation see 

live wire an energetic, enthusiastic person: She's a live wire who'll 
introduce new to a live electrical wire.» 

living in a goldfish bowl see 

load 


loaded question a question intended to lead someone into 
admitting to or agreeing with something when he or she does not 
wish to do so: The accused was tricked into admitting his presence 
at the crime by a loaded question from the prosecuting to dice 
loaded or weighted so that they tend to always show the same 
score.» 

loaf 

a loaf is better than no bread see 

one's logf to use one's brains, to think clearly: He'll have to use his 
loaf if he is to do the navigating on our car 

lock 


horns see 


stock and barrel completely, with everything included: They are 
moving overseas lock, stock and to the main components of a 
gun.» 

the stable door after the horse has bolted see 

lock and key in a place which is locked for security: She keeps her 


jewels under lock and 


log 


as falling off a log see 


like a log to sleep very soundly: We slept like logs after our long 


loin 

one's loins see 

lone 

lone wolf someone who prefers to be alone: We asked him to join 
us on holiday but he went off somewhere by He's a real lone 

long 

long shot see 


or get long in the tooth see 
the long bow see 


back a long way see 


a long face see 
come a long way see 


long is a piece of string? see 
the long run in the end, after everything has been considered: In 


the long run you would be better to buy a house than rent 

a long lane that has no turning see 

long and the short of it the only thing that need be said, to sum 
the story up in a few words: The long and the short of it is that 
she left 

long arm of the law see 

to have long for this world see 

look 


askance at (someone or something) to regard with disapproval or 
distrust: He always looked askance at the neighbour's offers of 
before you leap give careful consideration before you act: Don't 
rush into changing Look before you 


daggers at (someone) see 


down one's nose at (someone or something) see 

down on (someone) to regard and treat (someone) as being 
inferior: She looks down on people who work in 

in on (someone) to pay (someone) a brief visit, usually without 
prior notice or invitation: PII look in on the old lady on my way 
sharp see 

the other way see 

the part see 

to one's laurels see 

up (1) to improve: Things are looking He's found a (2) to pay 
(someone) a visit: We decided to look you up as we were passing 
through your (3) to find a definition: | didn't know the word so | 
looked it up in the 


(someone) up and down to look at someone carefully and critically: 
She looked him up and down and then said he wasn't suitable for 
the 

up to (someone) to regard (someone) with great respect or 
admiration: He always looked up to his elder 

(someone) look small see 

to get a lookin not to have a chance of winning, succeeding, 
being noticed, etc: He entered the race but he didn't get a 

loop 


or throw (someone) for a loop to to surprise or shock (someone) a 
great deal: The unexpected job offer threw Jim for a 

of the loop not involved in, kept informed about, etc: The ordinary 
members of the club are beginning to resent being left out of the 
loop when decisions are being made by the committee about new 
loose 

a loose end see 

loose to free oneself from the influence or power of (someone or 
something): Sue has very domineering parents and she really needs 
to cut loose from them and start making her own 


loose used informally to suggest to someone that he or she try to 


relax and remain calm about something: Hang loose—Alex is just 
trying to annoy you and start an argument! 

a screw loose see 

the loose enjoying freedom and pleasure: The girls from the 
boarding school were on the loose in the town at the originally to 
prisoners escaped from jail.» 

lord 

as a lord extremely drunk: He staggered home drunk as a 

like a lord to live in a rich and luxurious way: He lives like a lord 


in a big house while his mother lives in a rented 


it over (someone) to act in a proud and commanding manner 
towards (someone): He lords it over the poorer children in the 
lose 


a losing battle see 


face see 

ground to lose one's advantage or strong position: The political 
party is losing ground to its nearest 

heart see 

one's bottle see 

one's cool see 

one's edge see 

one's grip see 

one's head see 

one's nerve see 

one's rag see 

one's touch see 

ones way see 

out to suffer loss or disadvantage: New workers lost out on the 
bonus 

sleep over (something) see 

the thread see 

track of (someone or something) see 

cause an aim, ideal, etc, that cannot be achieved: They are hopeful 


that the campaign to save the whale will not be yet another lost 

on (someone) not appreciated by or having no effect on 
(someone): The humour of the situation was lost on 

a losing game to go on with something that is obviously going to 
be unsuccessful: The campaigners are still trying to stop the building 
of the new airport but they're playing a losing 

the battle but lose the war see 


loss 


one's losses not to spend any more time, money or effort on 
something on which one has already spent a lot to little benefit: 
You've tried to help her and she's rejected It’s time to cut your 
love 

labour of love see 

for love nor money not in any way at all: We couldn't get a taxi for 
love nor 

no love lost between them hostile to each other: They are brothers 
but there's no love lost between 

low 

or search high and low for (someone or something) see 

a low profile not to draw attention to oneself or one's actions or 
opinions: She kept a low profile after the boss gave her a 
(someone) low see 

low to stay quiet or hidden: The criminals are lying low until the 
police hunt is called 

low-down information, especially of a secret or damaging nature: 
The press have got hold of the low-down on the politician's 

lower 

your guard see 

luck 

on one's luck experiencing misfortune: He's helping a friend who's 
down on his 


story see 


one's luck to risk failure by trying to gain too much: He's pushing 
his luck by asking for yet more time 


it lucky to have good fortune: The actor struck it lucky when he 


met a film director at a 


pot-luck see 


one's lucky stars to be grateful for one's good fortune: You should 
thank your lucky stars that you have a 

luck unfortunately: We have to stay and work, worse 

lull 

(someone) into a false sense of security to lead (someone) into 
thinking that all is well in order to attack when he or she is not 
prepared: The workers were lulled into a false sense of security by the 
management's statement and then received their redundancy notices 
the following 

lunch 

legend in one's own lunchtime see 

out to lunch to be extremely foolish or crazy: Grace must be out to 
lunch if she's lending Jill money; she'll never get it back! 

no such thing as a free lunch used to emphasize that everything 
has to be worked for or paid for in some way: The politician said 
that he had not expected to be asked for any favours when he 
accepted the loan of the businessman's villa, but he must have known 
that there is no such thing as a free 

lumber 

lumbered with (something) to be given an unwanted task or 
responsibility: She's got lumbered with looking after the children all 


lump 


it to put up with (something) whether one likes it or not: | don't 
like the new arrangement but | can’t change it and so I'll just have 
to lump 

lurch 

(someone) in the lurch see 

lute 

rft in the lute see 

luxury 


the lap of luxury see 


mackerel 

sprat to catch a mackerel see 

mad 

mad see 

as a hatter utterly insane, extremely foolish or eccentric: The 
villagers thought the inventor of strange gadgets was mad as a used 
to involve the use of nitrate of mercury, exposure to which could 
cause a nervous illness which people thought was a symptom of 
insanity. 

as a March hare insane, silly, extremely eccentric: His neighbours 
regard him as being mad as a March hare because of the peculiar 
clothes he tend to leap around wildly in the fields during March, 
which is their breeding season.» 

maiden 

speech the first speech made as a member of the British House 
of Commons: The press were heavily critical of the politician's 
maiden 

voyage the first voyage undertaken by a ship: The ship ran aground 
on its maiden 

main 

an eye to the main chance see 

the mainbrace see 

might and main see 

make 

the making of (someone) to cause the improvement or successful 
development of (someone): People said that being in the army 


would be the making of 


the makings of (something) to have the abilities or qualities 
necessary to become (something): That young man has the 
makings of an excellent 

the making in the process of being formed or developed: Some of 
the members of the school debating society may be politicians in the 
a day or night of it to spend a whole day or night enjoying 
oneself in some way: After dinner we decided to make a night of it 


and go to a 


or pull a face see 

a fool of (someone) see 
a go of (something) see 

a meal of (something) see 
a name for oneself see 


a pass at (someone) see 


a play for (someone or something) see 

a production of (something) see 

a point of (doing something) see 

as if to (do something) to act as if one were about to (do 
something): He made as if to hit 


a stand against (something) see 


believe to pretend or imagine: The children made believe that they 
were 

do with (something) to use (something) as a poor or temporary 
substitute for something: The poor family had no carpet and had to 
make do with bare 

£yes at (someone). see 

good see 


hay (while the sun shines) see 


heavy weather of (something) see 


it (1) to be successful: He was determined to make it before he 


was (2) to arrive somewhere: | will be at the meeting if | can 


make it in 

it up to become friendly again after a quarrel: The feuding families 
have made it 

light of (something) see 

one's mark see 

merry see 

much of (someone or something) see 

bringing either success or failure: This is a make-or-break year for 
the 


one's peace with (someone) see 


one's point see 


the best of a bad job see 
the grade see grade 


the most of (something) see 


tracks (for) see 


up ones mind see 

up to (someone) to flatter or try to please (someone) in order to 
gain favour. The pupil made up to her teacher in the hope of 
getting a good 

one's way see 

way. (for someone or something) see 

the make trying to make a profit for oneself: Don't buy a car from 
He's always on the 

man 

man of his word someone who always does as he has promised: 


He'll be there if he said he would He's a man of his 


a marked man see 
ones own man to be independent in one's actions, opinions, etc: 
He's not his own man since he He simply agrees with what his wife 


man jack see 
a man when he's down see 


a sophisticated, fashionable man: He likes football and beer but his 
brother's a 

Friday see 

of straw a man who is considered to be of not much worth or 
substance: He won't oppose the powerful members of the He is a 
man of 

to man frankly: They need to talk man to man about their 

man out see 

man or woman see 

man in the street the ordinary, average person: Politicians should 
pay more attention to the man in the 

man of the moment the person who is currently dealing with a 
situation: The defence secretary is the man of the moment. He is 
taking part in talks to try to end the 

man on the Clapham omnibus see 

a man everyone without exception: The workers voted to a man to 
return to 

manger 

dog in the manger see 

manna 

ftom heaven see 


manner 


a manner of speaking in a way, in a sense: | suppose you could call 
him her guardian, in a manner of 

the manner born as if accustomed since birth to a particular way 
of behaviour, etc: She comes from a poor family but she acts like 
an aristocrat to the manner to a quotation from Shakespeare's 
many 

had one too many see 

hands make light work see 


moons ago see 


map 

(somewhere) on the map to cause (somewhere) to become well- 
known or important: Finding gold there certainly put the town on 
the 

marble 

marbles in one's mouth to speak with an upper-class accent: Since 
she went to that school she sounds as though she has marbles in her 
one's marbles to become insane or senile: The poor old man is 
losing his 

march 

one's marching orders to be told to leave, to be dismissed: She was 
given her marching orders for persistent late to a military term.» 

a march on (someone) to gain an advantage over (someone) by 
doing something earlier than expected: We stole a march on them 
by launching our new product before they could launch a similar 
literally to moving an army unexpectedly while the enemy is 


resting.» 


mare 

mare's nest a supposed discovery of something, which turns out to 
be imaginary or completely different from what was expected: The 
publicized new cure for cancer turned out to be a mare's 

marine 

that to the marines | do not believe you: You're working hard? Tell 
that to the to the fact that sailors used to consider marines to be 
ignorant about the sea and so would believe anything they told 
them.» 

mark 

a marked man or woman to be in danger or trouble because 
people are trying to harm one: He's a marked His wife's brother 
has just found out he's having an «"Marked" means watched, as in 


sportand .» 


or wide of the mark off the target or subject: His guess was wide 
of the to hitting the target in archery.> 

up to the mark to reach the required or normal standard: His 
work just isn't up to the 

off one's mark to get started quickly on an undertaking: If you 
want to buy his car you had better get off your Someone else is to 
track events in athletics. 

the mark to be correct or accurate: You certainly hit the mark when 
you said the house would be to the target in archery.> 

one’s mark on (someone or something) to have an important and 
lasting effect on (someone or something): As an actor he certainly 
left his mark on British 


one's mark to make oneself well-known, to make a lasting 
impression: He wants to make his mark in the world of 

time see 

the mark to do or say something which is unacceptable or 
offensive: The pupil overstepped the mark when he called the art 
teacher by her Christian name in 

off the mark quick to act: You'll have to be quick off the mark if 
you want to get to the shop before it literally to a runner starting 
quickly in a race.» 

market 

in the market for (something) to be interested in buying 
(something): If you're selling your car you should contact Johnny; | 
know he's in the market for a second-hand 

marrow 

or frozen to the marrow extremely cold: We got chilled to the 
marrow waiting for the 

mass 

masses the ordinary people, taken as a whole: He wants to provide 


entertainment for the 


master 

master see 

master see 

match 

shouting match see shout a loud, angry discussion or argument 
about something: Nothing was accomplished at the protest meeting 


in the village hall; it turned into a shouting 


one's match to find oneself against someone who has the ability 
to defeat one in a contest, argument or activity: She has been 
winning the annual tennis match for years but she has met her 
match in that young 

whole shooting match see 

matter 

hanging matter see 

matter of life and or or death something of great urgency, 
something that might involve loss of life: Tell the doctor that it is 
a matter of life and 

a matter of course as part of a routine: They'll clean your car as a 
matter of 

the matter be the problem, be what is wrong: There is something 
the matter with this 

laughing. matter see 

meal 

a meal of (something) to treat (something) as if it is more 
complicated or time-consuming than it is: He's really making a 
meal of painting that 

ticket see 

meal see 


mean 


no mean feat see 


means 


and means see 

measure 

good measure as something in addition to what is necessary: He 
locked the door and for good measure put the chain 

(someone's) measure to have formed an impression or judgement 
of (someone): You had his measure when you said he was not to 


be 


meat 

meat and drink to (someone) be very important to (someone): 
Reading is meat and drink to the old 

man's meat is another man's poison people have different tastes: | 
liked the film but you may After all, one man's meat is another 
man's 

Mecca 

Mecca a place that is important to a certain group of people and 
is visited by them: Liverpool is a Mecca for fans of the to the 
birthplace of Mohammed to which Muslims make pilgrimages.> 
medicine 

dose or taste of one's own medicine see 

medium 

or a happy medium see 

meet 

(someone) halfway see 

one's match see 

one’s Waterloo to be finally defeated: The tennis champion met his 
Waterloo when he played the younger was defeated for the last time 
at Waterloo by Wellington.» 

melt 

in the melting-pot to be in the process of changing: The 
government's education policy is in the melting-pot to melting down 


and reshaping metal.» 


men 
in (grey) suits see 


mend 


on the mend to be getting better: He nearly died, but now he's on 
the 

said, soonest mended see 

ones ways see 

mercy 

angel of mercy see 

the mercy of (someone or something) wholly in the power or 
control of (someone or something): The villagers are at the mercy 
of the cruel 

thankful for small mercies to be grateful for minor benefits or 
advantages in an otherwise difficult situation: We have no meat or 
vegetables but we do have some Let's be thankful for small 

merry 

merry to have a party, to have an enjoyable, entertaining time: The 
students are making merry now that their exams are 

more the merrier see 

message 

the message to understand: When he made cocoa his guests got the 
He wanted them to 

method 

is method in his madness someone has a good, logical reason for 
acting as he does, although his actions seem strange or 
unreasonable: We thought he was a fool to accept redundancy but 
the firm went bankrupt two months later. There was method in his 
reference to Shakespeare's Hamlet Act 2, scene ii. 

mettle 


one's mettle prepared to make a great effort: You'd better be on 
your The owner of the firm is making a tour of inspection 

mickey, micky 

Finn a drink which has been drugged: They gave him a Mickey 
Finn and kidnapped 

the mickey or micky or mick out of (someone) to make fun of or 
ridicule (someone): The other pupils take the mickey out of her 
because of her 

Midas 

Midas touch the ability to make money or be successful easily: All 
his firms are extremely He has the Midas to a Greek legend about 
a king of Phrygia whose touch turned everything to gold.» 
middle 

in the middle of nowhere see 

(someone's) middle name see 

moderate, midway between extremes: His political views are 
midnight 

the midnight oil to to work or study until late at night: The 
student had to burn the midnight oil to finish his 

might 

and mighty see 

might and main with maximum strength and power: He rowed with 
might and main in the stormy 

mile 


miss is as good as a mile see 


miles away to be thinking about something else and so not 
concentrating on what is being said to you or what is going on 
around you: Jack did say where he was But | didn't take it in; | 
was miles 


(someone) an inch and he or she will take a mile see 


the exira mile to make a special effort and do more than you 
would usually do, more than you have been asked to do, etc, in 
order to achieve something: Alan should pass his exams easily but, 
if he is prepared to go the extra mile and study harder, he could 
come 

recognize, etc, (someone or something) a mile off used to emphasize 
how easy it is to recognize or identify (someone or something) or 
how obvious (something) is: | realized that Lisa was in the next I'd 
recognize her laugh a mile 

a very important event: The discovery of anaesthetics was a 
milestone in medical literally to a stone set at the edge of a road 
to indicate the number of miles to the next town, etc.> 

a mile used to indicate the lengths to which someone would go 
to avoid something: Jim would run a mile if Jane mentioned getting 
or stick out a mile to be extremely obvious: It stuck out a mile 
that he was 

milk 

land of milk and honey see 


over spilt milk see 


and water used to describe someone who is considered weak, 
ineffectual and lacking in personality: Nora is so milk and water; 
she never expresses any opinions of her own and always agrees with 
her husband about 

milk of human kindness natural kindness and sympathy towards 
others: He won't give anything to He's completely lacking in the milk 
of human quotation from Shakespeare's Act 1, scene v.» 

mill 

millstone round one's neck a heavy burden or responsibility: Our 
high mortgage is a millstone round our 

as a millpond extremely calm: The sea was calm as a 


all grist to the or someone's mill see 


through the mill to experience a series of difficult or troublesome 
events, tests or periods: She's really been through the mill She's had 
one illness after the grinding of corn in a mill.» 

usual, not special: They're wealthy but they live a run-of-the-mill kind 
of 

mills of God grind slowly (but they grind exceedingly small) the 
proper punishment or reward for someone's actions may be slow 
in coming but it will certainly come: His second wife has left him 
in the same way as he left his first The mills of God grind 

million 

in a million someone or something that is exceptionally good or 
special in some way: The teacher is one in a She has helped many 
parents as well as 


mince 


mincemeat of (someone or something) to defeat (someone) soundly, 
to destroy (something): The defence barrister made mincemeat of 
the prosecution's allegations against his 

to mince matters to speak completely frankly without trying to be 
too kind: Her tutor didn't mince matters when he told her that her 
essay was very 

mind 

or go out of one's mind to be or become insane: She must be out 
of her mind to go to live in that remote 


or keep (something) in mind see 


(someone's) mind to amaze (someone), to excite (someone) greatly: 
The singer's performance really blew our 

one's mind to enter one’s mind briefly: It crossed my mind that | 
hadn't seen him for a 

(someone) a piece of one's mind to scold or criticize (someone) 
angrily: She gave the bus driver a piece of her mind for not 


gold mine see 


minds think alike clever people tend to have the same ideas and 
opinions: | see we both bought the same book for Great minds think 
alike! 

a good mind to (do something) to feel inclined to (do something): 
| have a good mind to take the day 

a mind of one's own to form one's own opinions, to be 
independent: She won't vote for the party her husband tells her She 
has a mind of her 

a one-track mind see 

half a mind to (do something) to feel slightly inclined to (do 
something): | have half a mind to go and live in the 


one's right mind sane, rational: Her family say that she cannot have 


been in her right mind when she signed the 

two minds undecided: They're in two minds about moving 

an open mind see 

up ones mind to reach a decision: | can't make up my mind where 
to go on holiday this 

one's own business see 

ones p's and q’s see 

to know one's own mind not to know what one really wants to do: 
She doesn't know her own She can't decide where to 

of. sight, out of mind see 

of mind see 

(someone) in mind of (someone or something) to remind (someone) 
of (someone or something): She puts me in mind of her mother 
when she was that 

or set (someone's) mind at rest to free (someone) from anxiety and 
worry: Call your mother and tell her that you're all right. It'll put her 
mind at 

one's mind to be temporarily forgotten: | meant to phone you but 


it slipped my 


my mind in my opinion: To my mind she would be better staying 
weight off one's mind see 

mine 

mine of information a rich or productive source of information: The 
old man's a mine of information on local 


mint 


mint condition used but in extremely good condition: He'll buy your 
books only if they're in mint the unused condition of a newly 
minted coin.» 

minute 

to the minute modern or fashionable: He's up to the minute on 
information about She wears up-to-the-minute 

miscarriage 

miscarriage of justice a mistaken verdict or decision in a court of 
law, etc: The accused was released from jail after a The appeal court 
found that there had been a miscarriage of 

mischief 

(oneself or someone) a mischief to hurt or harm (oneself or 
someone): The child might do herself a mischief if she plays on that 
mischief to cause trouble: Her mother tried to make mischief 
between husband and 

misery 

(someone) out of his or her misery to end a time of worry, anxiety 
or suspense for (someone): Put the students out of their misery 
and give them their exam a term for putting to death a wounded 
and suffering animal.» 

miss 

miss is as good as a mile if one fails at something it does not 
matter how close he or she came to succeeding: He failed the 
exam by two marks but a miss is as good as a 


near miss see 


(something) a miss not to go to or attend (something): | think I'll 


give the party a 


the boat see 

missing a beat see 

mistake 

no mistake without any doubt: | was terrified and no 

mix 

mixed blessing see 

bag see 

Mohammed 

the mountain will not come to Mohammed, then Mohammed must 
go to the mountain see 

moment 

one's moments to have times of success, happiness: She may live 
a boring life now but she's had her 

a weak moment see 

for a moment not at all: | didn't for one moment believe 

the spur of the moment see 

man of the moment see 

moment of truth a crucial time, a time when one has to make an 
important decision, face a crisis, etc: It was the moment of She 
had to decide whether to marry him or 

money 


licence to print money see 
run for (someone's) money see 


in the money to be well off, sometimes temporarily: Let him pay 
for He's in the money for 
right on the money to be completely right: Mark was right on the 


money when he said that Paul was a 


my money in my opinion, as my choice: For my money I'd rather 
live in the city than the one would spend one's money on.» 
money to burn to have enough money to be able to spend it in 
ways considered foolish: She must have money to burn if she can 
afford clothes like 

for jam or old rope to money obtained in exchange for very little 
work, effort, etc: She gets paid very highly for writing two reports a 
It's money for slang.» 

or distance, etc, is no object see 

talks rich people have influence simply because they have money: 
The local council should not alter their plans because of the local 
landowners, but money 

for love nor money see 

one's money where one's mouth is to give money for a cause or 
purpose which one claims to support: She is in favour of a new 
library being built but she won't put her money where her mouth is 
and contribute to the building 

money like water to to spend money very freely: When he received 
his redundancy pay the family spent money like 

smart money is on (something) used to describe an event or 
situation which is very likely to take place: The result of the 
election is likely to be close, but the smart money is on the current 
MP retaining his money is used to refer to people who know a lot 


about investment, business deal, etc.» 


good money after bad to spend money in an unsuccessful attempt 
to retrieve money which one has already lost: Borrowing thousands 
of pounds from the bank to try to make that firm profitable is 
simply throwing good money after 

money at (something) to spend a lot of money on something, 


when this will not necessarily help, rather than spend time and 


effort on solving the problem or improving the situation by more 
helpful means: The government is being accused of throwing money 
at the health service instead of identifying what's 

difficulty or impossibility of deciding which of two choices is the 
right one: Both of those universities have excellent reputations; you 
pays your money and you takes your 

monkey 

a monkey on your back to have a serious, long-lasting problem 
which makes your life unpleasant or unsuccessful: Jim has a lot of 
debts and they're a real monkey on his back; after he's made his 
monthly loan payments he has hardly any money left to live 
business action likely to cause trouble, illegal or unfair activities: 
There seems to have been some monkey business in the accounts 

to give a monkey's not to care at all: He says he doesn't give a 
monkey's whether he gets the sack or 

to the organ grinder, not his monkey see organ 

month 

month of Sundays an extremely long time: You'll never finish that 
piece of work in a month of 

of the month see 

Monty 


full Monty used to indicate that something is absolutely complete 
or comprehensive or that it contains everything that is usually 
involved in such an activity or situation: Apparently, Pam's 
wedding's going to be the full Monty—a long white dress for the 
bride, morning dress for the men, four bridesmaids in matching satin 
and so 

moon 

or cry for the moon to to ask for something that it is impossible 


to get: The young woman is looking for a well-paid and 


undemanding job but hasn't any She is crying for the 

a moonlight (flit) to move away suddenly: They did a moonlight flit 
to avoid paying the 

in a blue moon see 

moons ago a very long time ago, sometimes used as a humorous 
exaggeration: John and | first met at university many moons 

the moon extremely happy: They were over the moon to hear that 
they had passed their 

(someone) the moon to make promises that have little hope of 
ever being realised: That photographer has promised Julie the moon 
by telling her that her portfolio will make her 

moral 

support encouragement but not actual physical, financial, etc, help: 
Her parents could not afford to give her money to help with her 
college studies but they gave her their moral 


the moral high ground see 


more 


more the merrier the more people that are involved the better: 
Come and join our outing to the It'll be fun—the more the 
morning 

morning after the night before a morning when one is suffering 
from a hangover caused by drinking too much alcohol the night 
before: He looked absolutely terrible at this morning's It was 
obviously a case of the morning after the night 

most 

the most of (something) to take maximum advantage of (an 
opportunity, occasion, etc): Make the most of your last university 
You won't get such a long holiday 

moth 

a moth to a flame used to describe someone who finds someone 


or something irresistibly attractive, even although the person or 


thing might cause them harm or trouble: Harry is a rogue and a 
womanizer, and yet women are drawn to him like moths to a 
mother 

mother's or mummy's boy a boy or man who depends too much 
on his mother; a weak, effeminate boy or man: He's such a 
mother's boy that he probably won't marry till his mother 

milk something that one needs or enjoys very much: Modern 
novels are mother's milk to 


father and mother of see 


motion 


through the motions to make a show of doing something, to 
pretend to do something: I’m bored stiff but I'll have to go through 
the motions of enjoying 

the wheels in motion see 

mould 

in the same mould as (someone) to have the same good qualities 
or talents as (someone): Have you heard Joan sing? We all think 
that she is in the same mould as Maria 

the mould to do something in a completely new and better way: 
Many people say that the Beatles broke the mould of popular 

in the same mould (as someone) very similar (to someone): She's 
cast in the same mould as her They're both to the iron-working 
process.» 

broke the mould when they made (someone) used to emphasize 
how special or exceptional someone is: Kate was a wonderfully 
understanding and compassionate woman; they broke the mould when 
they made 

mountain 

a mountain to climb used to emphasize how difficult it is going to 


be for someone to do or achieve something and how much effort 


will be needed: Sam has not had very much driving practice; he has 


a mountain to climb if he is going to pass his test first 


the mountain will not come to Mohammed, then Mohammed must 
go to the mountain a saying which indicates that if someone 
whom you want to see cannot or is unwilling to come to you, 
then you should make the effort to go to him or her: Jane Wilson 
has just unexpectedly won a prestigious book prize and | wanted to 
interview her in the office, but, apparently, she lives in the heart of 
the country and can't Ah well, if the mountain won't come to 
Mohammed, then Mohammed must go to the Often shortened to if 
the mountain will not come to it being assumed that the rest of 
the saying will be understood. It is also found in the form of 
Mohammed must go to the to a story about Mohammed in which 
he is asked to demonstrate his power by getting Mount Safa to 
come to him. When this did not happen, Mohammed is supposed 
to have said the words which form the saying.» 

a mountain out of a molehill greatly to exaggerate the extent of a 
problem, etc: It’s not a very complicated She's just making a 
mountain out of a 

mountains to achieve something that seems impossible or 
extremely difficult: The child is very ill, but his mother is praying for 
him and she believes that prayers can move 

mouse 

as a church mouse to extremely poor: Tom was poor as a church 
mouse when he first arrived in town, but now he owns a chain of 
as a mouse extremely quiet: Her mother told the little girl to be 
quiet as a mouse while the baby was 

mouth 

all mouth and trousers to talk a lot about doing something but 


never actually do it: Tim's been saying for ages that he's going to 


get a loan from the bank and open his own small printing business, 
but he's all mouth and 
in the dumps or down in the mouth see 


at the mouth see 


a big mouth to talk a lot, especially about things, such as secrets, 
that one should not: She told him where we're She's got a big 

a plum in one's mouth see 

a nasty taste in the mouth see 


of the mouths of babes and sucklings used when a child says 


something that is surprisingly adult, true, wise, etc: Jill's young son 


said that his father must like his secretary very much to spend so 
much time with Out of the mouths of babes and sucklings! 

one's money where one's mouth is see 

words into (someone's) mouth see 

one's mouth off to talk in a loud and often boastful or threatening 
manner: He was shooting his mouth off about what he would do if 
he didn't get a pay 

one's mouth water used to emphasize how delicious something 
smells or looks: Mum's making chocolate cake and the anticipation 
is making my mouth | can’t wait for it to be ready! 

move 

a move on to hurry: We had better get a move on or we'll miss the 
the first move to be the person who acts first, especially in a 
situation where two people are romantically or sexually attracted to 
each other: Sam and Laura have been sitting looking longingly each 
other all night, but both of them are too shy to make the first 
heaven and earth see 

in for the kill see 


mountains see 


the goalposts see 


to be able to move for used to emphasize how much of 
something there is or how many people there are: Please don't 
give the children toys for Christmas; we can’t move for toys in this 
mover 

movers and shakers refers to people with power and influence: Mr 
Brown and Mr Black were the movers and shakers of their derives 
from the poem "Ode" by Arthur O'Shaughnessy (1844-81), "We 
are the movers and shakers of the world forever". 

much 

much of (someone or something) to pay (someone or something) a 
great deal of attention: Their grandmother always makes much of 
the 

much of (something) to treat (something) as being of great 
importance: They made much of the fact that | was late, although 
it was only by a few 

ado about nothing a great fuss about something very minor: The 
boy only broke a very small window but the owner sent for the It 
was a case of much ado about Shakespeare's play of the same 
name.» 

of a muchness very similar: The houses we looked at were much of 
a We're still 

much of a (something) not a very good (something): She's not 


much of a 


to think much of (someone or something) see 


up to much not very good: The holiday hotel was not up to 

so much as without even: They left suddenly without so much as 
saying 

muck 

in to join in a task, etc: If we all muck in we should finish by this 


army slang.» 


searching for scandalous information, usually with the intention of 
publishing it: The Sunday newspaper was accused of muck- raking 
because of its attempt to discredit the new 

there's muck there's brass where there is dirt and ugliness in a 
place there is often industry and so wealth: The boy objected to 
the ugly factory chimneys but his grandfather said, "Where there's 
muck there's 

mud 

as mud see 


(someone /someone's reputation) through the mud to damage 


(someone or someone's reputation) by saying bad things about 


him/her: Some of the tabloids dragged her reputation through the 
mud by saying that she had been involved in a drugs scandal and 
now she is suing them for 

mud in your eye! a rather old-fashioned drinking toast to wish 


someone well: This beer looks Here's mud in your eye! 


sticks used to indicate that, if something bad is said about 


someone, some people are likely to believe this and to go on 
believing it, even if it is not at all true or if it has been 
disproved: The young man was cleared of the charge of theft and 
someone else was convicted, but mud sticks and he's still finding it 
difficult to get a 

the waters see 

name is mud (someone) is in disfavour or is being criticized: Your 
name will be mud if you don't go to her 

or throw mud at (someone or something) to say bad or insulting 
things about (someone or something): The candidates in the 
election kept slinging mud at each 

see 


mug 


mug's game something that only foolish people would involve 
themselves in: He has decided that marriage is a mug's 

mule 

as a mule extremely stubborn: The old lady is stubborn as a mule 
and will not accept help with her 

multitude 

a multitude of sins to be able to apply or refer to a large number 
of different things: In an office the term personal assistant can cover 


a multitude of misquotation from the Bible, | Peter shall cover the 
multitude of sins". 

mum 

mum to stay silent: He was told to keep mum if anyone questioned 
him about the 

the word do not say anything: We're planning a surprise party for 
her, so mum's the 

mummy 


boy same as mother's boy see 


murder 

away with murder to do something bad, irresponsible, etc, without 
suffering punishment: When their mother's away their father lets the 
children get away with 

could murder (something) used to indicate that you would very 
much like to have (something) to eat or drink: It’s so hot | could 
murder a glass of cold white 

blue murder to to scream extremely loudly: Another child took her 
favourite toy and my daughter screamed blue 

muscle 

one's muscles to act in a way which indicates that one has power 
and is contemplating using it: The unions are showing signs of 
flexing their muscles, but the government is refusing to give in to any 
of their 


music 

music to one's ears used to indicate that one is very pleased to 
hear something: News of the increase in salary was music to my 
the music see 

mustard 

as mustard very eager and enthusiastic: The trainee chef is keen as 
cut the mustard not to be able to do or achieve something; not 
be good enough: We auditioned several young women for the part, 
but not one of them cut the 


muster 


muster to be considered good enough: We interviewed dozens of 
candidates for the post but none of them passed to the calling 
together of people in the armed services in order to make sure 
that their dress and equipment are in good order.» 

mutton 

dressed as lamb an older person, usually a woman, dressed in 
clothes more suitable for young people: She thinks she looks very 


smart but she's mutton dressed as 


n 
the nth degree see 

nail 

nail in (someone's) coffin something which helps to bring about 
(someone's) downfall or destruction: The customer's complaint 
about him was yet another nail in his coffin, and he was 

as nails see 

the nail on the head to be extremely accurate in one's description, 
judgement, etc, of someone or something: She certainly hit the 
nail on the head when she said he was 

(someone) to the wall see 

one's colours to the mast see 

(something) on the nail to pay (something) immediately: He always 
pays his account on the 

name 

name to conjure with see 

(someone's) middle name used to emphasize how typical of 
someone something is: I'm not surprised to hear that Helen did not 
tell the Liar is her middle 

(someone) names to apply insulting or rude names to (someone): 
The other children called him names because he wore second-hand 
(someone's) name to prove that (someone) was not involved in a 
crime or misdeed of which he or she was accused: He finally 


cleared his name by finding the real 


(someone or something) a bad name to damage the reputation of 
(someone or something): All these complaints about late deliveries 


are giving the firm a bad 


name only not in practice: They're man and wife in name They 
don't live 

a name for oneself to become famous or well-known: She's already 
made a name for herself as a 

the habit of mentioning the names of famous or important people 
as though they were friends: She was trying to impress us by name- 
dropping but it was just 

name is mud see 

names to give the names of people, especially people who are 
guilty or accused of wrong-doing: The children are being bullied but 
they are afraid of naming 

the day see 


names, no pack-drill no names will be mentioned and so no one 
will get into trouble: If the damage is repaired there will be no 
names, no <“Pack-drill” refers to a form of army punishment in 
which the soldiers being punished were forced to march up and 
down carrying all their equipment.» 

name of the game the important or central thing: Persistence, that's 
the name of the game in 

(someone's) name in vain see 

name is legion see 

one’s name in one's possession or ownership: He has scarcely a 
penny to his 

of the name deserving to be so called: Any teacher worthy of the 
name would punish the 

nap 

(someone) napping. see 


narrow 


narrow squeak see 


straight and narrow (path) see 


nasty 


nasty piece of work to someone who is very unpleasant or behaves 


very unpleasantly: Try not to argue with He's a really nasty piece o 
y unp y: iry g y yp 


a nasty taste in the mouth see 

native 

native to live according to the customs, fashions, etc, of the 
foreign country in which one is living: Although she's only been in 
India a short time she has gone native and wears a 

nature 

or obey the call of nature see 

nature see 

nature of the beast the basic typical feature or quality of someone 
or something: The illness got worse extremely quickly, but that is the 
nature of the 

navel 

one's navel to be more concerned with oneself and one's own 
activities and problems than with other, often more important, 
problems: The bosses seem to sit around contemplating their navels 
rather than thinking about what is going to happen to the large 
workforce if the company is taken 

near 

near miss something unpleasant that very nearly happened, often 
referring to the near collision of two planes in the sky: The 
chimney fell to the ground just beside It was a near 

near thing the act of just avoiding an accident, misfortune, etc: We 


arrived at the station on time but it was a near 


nearest and dearest one's close family: Even her nearest and dearest 
criticize 

neck 

millstone round one's neck see 


pain in the neck see 


in (something) up to one's neck to be very much involved in 
something bad or illegal: The police were convinced that he was up 
to his neck in 


down (someone's) neck see 


it in the neck to be severely scolded or punished: You'll get it in 
the neck if you're not home by 

the brass neck to (do something) to have the impertinence or 
brazenness to (do something): She had the brass neck to expect us 
to pay for her cinema 

and neck exactly equal: The two football teams were neck and neck 
at the end of the 

one's neck to put one's life, job, etc, in danger: Firemen risk their 
necks to save other 

one's neck out to take a risk, or to do or say something that may 
cause trouble: | know I’m sticking my neck out but hasn't your 
husband had too much to drink? 

or that, etc, neck of the woods this or that, etc, part of the 
country: Why did you come to this neck of the woods? a term for a 
remote community in the woods of the early 19th-century 
American frontier. 

need 

must when the devil drives see 

needful money: We don't have the needful to pay the 

needle 


looking for a needle in a haystack an impossible search: Looking for 


a contact lens on this carpet is like looking for a needle in a 

pins and needles see 

nelly 

on your nelly! an informal, humorous way of expressing an 
emphatic negative: Am | going to offer to work overtime? Not on 


your nelly! 


nerve 

of nerves see 

on (someone's) nerves to irritate (someone): His constant whistling 
gets on my 

a nerve to be impertinent or brazen: They had the nerve to ask us 
for another loan when they still owed us 

on one's nerves to be worried and anxious all the time: Pam was 
badly abused as a teenager and she has been inclined to live on her 
nerves ever 

one's nerve to become scared, and so be unable to continue with 
an activity or course of action: The diver lost his nerve on the high 
a nerve to refer to something about which someone feels 
particularly sensitive: You touched a nerve when you mentioned 
drink-driving in front of Dave; he's just lost his licence for a 

of nerves a situation in which two opponents or enemies use 
psychological means, for example by frightening or threatening the 
other side, rather than by direct action: At present, the hostility 
between the two nations is confined to a war of nerves but a full- 


scale military war cannot be ruled 


nest 

cuckoo in the nest see 

mare's nest see 

nest-egg savings for the future: She had to spend her nest-egg to 
pay her son's 

one's nest see 

the nest to leave one's parental home and go and live elsewhere: 
Wendy couldn't wait to leave the nest and share a flat with friends, 
but she misses the comforts of 

your own nest to do something which could have a bad effect on 
your own interests, activities or relationships: David has had several 


extra-marital affairs before, but always away from This time he's 


fouling his own nest by having a girlfriend who lives a few houses 
away from him and his 

net 

one's net wide to to involve a large number of people or things, 
or a large area: We really want to get an exceptional person for this 
job and so we must cast our net wide when it comes to advertising 
through the net not to be found or identified: The welfare system is 
meant to help all those in financial need, but there are still many 
who slip through the net and don't have enough money to live 
nettle 

the nettle to set about an unpleasant or difficult task in a firm 
and determined manner: You must grasp the nettle and tell her that 
her work is not up to 


never 


land an imaginary land where conditions are ideal: They live in a 
never-never land and don't seem to realize how bad their financial 
situation to the idealized land in J M Barrie’s play Peter 

the never-never by hire purchase: They're buying their furniture on 
the 

new 


whole new ball game see 

blood see 

broom someone who has just been appointed to a post and who 
is eager to be efficient, make changes, etc: Our office system works 
very well but the new manager is a new broom who wants to 
revolutionize the whole the saying "a new broom sweeps clean", a 
new broom being more effective than the old one.» 

new see 

new heart into (someone) see 


new kid on the block see 


over a new leaf see 


news 

the news to (someone) to tell (someone) about something, usually 
something unpleasant or sad, that has happened: The policewoman 
had to break the news of her son's fatal road accident to 

news is good news if one has not received any information about 
someone or something then all is likely to be well, since if 
something bad, such as an accident, had happened one would 
have heard: Our son is very late, but no news is good He's probably 


just been delayed on the 


news to me! used to indicate one's lack of knowledge about a 
piece of information and often also one's surprise, annoyance, etc: 
"Apparently, we are moving to new offices next "Well, that's news to 
me and lm the one who'll have to organize the move!" 

next 

door to (something) very nearly (something): Her recent actions have 
been next door to 

to nothing almost nothing, very little: The second-hand furniture cost 
next to 

niche 

a niche for oneself to succeed in creating a secure job or position 
for oneself or for something: Rita has carved out a niche for herself 
as unofficial town historian and she's written several booklets about 
nick 

good or poor nick in good or poor condition: The car is in good 
hick for its 

the nick of time just in time, at the last possible time: We arrived 
in the nick of time to save him from 

night 

one-night stand see 

a night owl to be in the habit of staying up late out of 
preference: It’s all right to ring Stella after midnight; she's a real 


night 


nine 


nine days' wonder something that arouses surprise and interest for 
a short time only: His marriage to a much younger girl was a nine 
days’ to a saying quoted by Chaucer—"Where is no wonder so 
great that it lasts more than nine days". 

stitch in time saves nine see 

to the nines see 

ninepins 

down like ninepins (skittles) to become ill or damaged, or to be 
killed or destroyed rapidly, one after the other: We may have to 
close the hospital because the medical staff are going down like 
ninepins with the flu bug that's going 

nineteen 

nineteen to the dozen see 

nip 

(something) in the bud to put a stop or end to (something) as 
soon as it develops: Her father tried to nip the romance in the bud 
by sending her to college in 

nit 

down to the nitty-gritty to begin to deal with the basic practical 
details, problems, etc: It's time to get down to the nitty-gritty and 
discuss the funding of the 

the act of finding very minor faults in something, quibbling: He 
ignores all the major issues and spends his time to picking nits out 
of hair. 

no 

no joke see 

no picnic see 

end of (something) a great deal of (something): There will be no 
end of trouble if the boss finds 


go unsuccessful, in vain: We applied for planning permission but it 
was no 


holds barred see 


pain, no gain see 

time at all see 

way under no circumstances: There's no way that we'll get there in 
no prisoners see 

noble 

savage a primitive person brought up in primitive surroundings, 
thought of as being less corrupt, more worthy, more innocent, etc, 
than people brought up in a more civilized environment: The 
explorer was a great believer in the concept of the noble savage and 
eventually went to live in the a quotation by John Dryden, the 
English dramatist, and a theory developed by Jean Jacques 
Rousseau, the French philosopher.» 

nobody 

nobody's fool see 

nobody's business very rapidly, energetically, etc: We worked liked 
nobody's business to finish the job in 

nod 

nod is as good as a wink to a blind horse to a hint is often all 
that is necessary to communicate thoughts or feelings: The boss 
didn't tell me directly that he was dissatisfied with my work but I 
guessed from something he said; a nod is as good as a wink to a 
blind 

or get the nod to give or be given permission or approval for 
something: We've been waiting ages for planning permission to build 


a new house and we've now been given the 


through on the nod of a proposal, to be passed by general 


agreement without having to be debated or voted on: The proposal 


to hold a party for disadvantaged children was raised at a council 
meeting and went through on the 

a nodding acquaintance with (someone or something) to know 
(someone or something) slightly: | have a nodding acquaintance 
with the history of the to knowing someone well enough to nod in 
greeting to him or her.» 

off to fall asleep, sometimes accidentally: His lecture was so boring 
that the students nodded 

land of Nod sleep: It's time the children were in the land of to a 
place mentioned in the Bible in Genesis 4:16, and to the fact that 
nodding is associated with falling asleep.» 

noise 

noise an important person: The big noises on the board are looking 
round the factory 

vessels make most noise see 

all the right noises to say things which are considered the right 
response to a particular situation or the things which someone 
wants to hear: | think | made all the right noises at the interview, 
but | won't know until tomorrow if | got the 

noises to talk about something, such as possible action, in an 
indirect or vague way: The council has been making noises about 
putting up a new pedestrian crossing in the high street, but they've 
been doing that for 

none 

none the worse see 

the wiser see 

too not very: He looks none too 

nook 


nook and cranny absolutely everywhere: We searched in every nook 
and cranny of the house for the last in all the corners and cracks.» 


nose 


off one's nose to spite one's face to to do something that harms 
oneself, usually in order to harm someone else: Refusing to work 
overtime because you quarrelled with your boss is cutting off your 
nose to spite your You need the extra 

one's nose to go straight forward: You'll reach the village if you 
follow your nose all the way from 

up (someone's) nose to annoy or irritate (someone): Joan really gets 
up my nose; she's always boasting about her 

a nose around to have a good look around a place, usually out of 
curiosity and when one is not supposed to be doing so: Alice is 
supposed to be going into Mark's flat just to feed the cat while he's 
away, but I’m sure she'll have a nose 

a nose for (something) to have a talent or ability for finding or 
noticing something: I’m taking Barry to the furniture auction with 
me; he has a nose for 

one's nose clean see 

(ones or someone's) nose to the grindstone to keep (someone) 
working hard without stopping: lII have to keep my nose to the 
grindstone to finish this in 

(someone) by the nose to get (someone) to do whatever one 
wants: He leads the other children in the class by the to the ring 


on a bull's nose.» 


down one's nose at (someone or something) to regard or treat 
(someone or something) with disdain or contempt: She looks down 
her nose at people from the council housing 

parker someone who is too inquisitive about other people's affairs: 
I'm tired of that nosey parker asking where I’m 


skin off my, etc, nose see 


the nose exactly: They arrived at six o'clock on the nose. That comes 


to £20 on the 


through the nose to pay a great deal of money for something: 
You'll pay through the nose for a house in that 

one's nose into (something) to pry into or interfere in other 
people's affairs: | wish she'd stop poking her nose into my mother's 
to the actions of a dog.» 

one's nose a euphemism, sometimes used by women, meaning to 
go to the toilet: | must just powder my nose before we leave for the 
(someone's) nose out of joint to to make (someone) jealous or 
offended by taking a place usually held by him or her, for 
example in the affections of a person whom he or she loves: The 
teenager's nose has been put out of joint by the new baby in the to 
a person whose nose has been broken by being hit in the face.» 
(someone's) nose in it to keep on reminding (someone) about 
something he or she has done wrong: | know | shouldn't have lent 
him money but there's no need to rub my nose in to rubbing a 


dog's nose in its faeces with the intention of house-training it.» 


further than the end of one's nose to be concerned with more than 


just what is happening in the immediate present and in the 
immediate vicinity: He can't see further than the end of his nose, so 
he doesn't give any thought to how his children will feel about 
leaving all their friends if he and his wife decide to 

one's nose at (someone or something) see 

up one’s nose at (something) to treat (something) with dislike or 
disgust: The child was used to sophisticated food and turned up his 
nose at fish 


easily seen: The book which I couldn't find had been right under my 


nose all the (2) while (someone) is actually present: She stole my 
suitcase from under my very 
not 


not on see 


note 

note famous or important: They want someone of note to open the 

new 

the right note to to say or do something suitable for the occasion: 
The clothes which the princess wore struck just the right note at the 

children’s sports to playing a musical instrument.> 

nothing 

to_nothing to fail: His plans to start his own business came to 

for nothing to be wasted or unsuccessful: All our efforts to save the 
old building went for 


nothing between the ears see 


nothing on (someone) (1) not to be nearly as good, skilful, bad, 
etc, as (someone): She may have a quick temper but | bet she has 
nothing on my (2) to have no proof or evidence of (someone's) 
wrong doing: The police have nothing on him, so they can’t arrest 
nothing to do with (someone or something) to avoid contact with 
(someone or something): They have had nothing to do with each 
other since their 

to nothing see 

to write home about see to 

ventured, nothing gained to one cannot achieve anything if one 
does not make an attempt or take a risk: It’s not a good time to 
open a small business but there again, nothing ventured, nothing 

at nothing see 

nothings see 

is nothing to choose between (people or things) there is hardly any 
difference in quality, ability, etc, between (people or things): Either 
of the candidates will do for the There's nothing to choose between 
them in qualifications or 

nothing to it it is very easy: I’m sure that you can assemble the 


furniture yourself. There's nothing to 


nothing of (something) not to regard (something) as out of the 
ordinary, difficult, etc: She thinks nothing of driving hundreds of 
miles every weekend to see her 

nothing of it do not worry about it. It does not matter: “I’m sorry 
that | took your coat by mistake." "Think nothing of it." 


nowhere 


in the middle of nowhere be in a place which is a long way away 
from a town or city, a lot of people, etc, often carrying the 
suggestion that the place is boring: We used to live in London, but 
our parents decided they were tired of city life and brought us to live 
in this village in the middle of 

nowhere to make no progress, to have no success: | tried to 
explain my difficulty to the passport office but | got absolutely 

near not nearly: They've nowhere near enough money to put a 
deposit on a 

nuclear 

nuclear to become extremely angry: Mum's going to go nuclear 
when she sees that stain on her white 

nudge 

nudge, wink, wink used to indicate that there is some form of 
sexual innuendo or hidden reference in something that has been 
said: I’m sure that Flora and Paul will find plenty of opportunities for 
aprés-ski activity on their holiday (nudge, nudge, wink, into common 
use influenced by a sketch by Eric Idle in the BBC TV series 
Monty Python's Flying 

number 

number see 

etc) days are numbered see 

or have (someone's) number to find out or know what kind of 
person (someone) is and what he or she is likely to do: l've got 


his He's a con-man who's trying to get money out of my 


penny numbers see 


number is up (someone) is about to suffer something unpleasant, 
such as dying, failing, being punished, being caught, etc: He has 
been stealing from the firm for years but his number is The manager 
is conducting an 

one oneself: For once 1 must think of number 

opposite number see 

safety in numbers see 

nut 

hard nut to crack to a difficult problem or person to deal with: | 
don't know how we'll get there by public That's a hard nut to 

nuts about (someone or something) to like (someone or something) 
a very great deal, to be wildly enthusiastic about (someone or 
something): He's nuts about 

one’s nut to get very angry: The teacher will do her nut if you're 
late 

nuts to become extremely angry: Beth will go nuts if I’m late 

a nutshell briefly, to sum up: The trial went on for days, but in a 
nutshell he was 

nuts and bolts of (something) the basic details or practicalities of 
(something): He wants to buy a pub but he knows nothing 


whatsoever about the nuts and bolts of running a 


oak 

oaks from little acorns grow a saying used to emphasize that even 
large and important things often begin in a small way: Don's 
grandfather had a bookstall in the local market and later he became 
the owner of a whole chain of Great oaks from little acorns 

oar 

or stick one's oar in to interfere in another's affairs, conversation, 
e.g. by offering unwanted opinions: They would have settled their 
argument if she had not stuck her oar refers to someone who is 
being rowed in a boat by others and who suddenly decides to 
take part in the rowing unasked.> 

on one's oars to take a rest after working very hard: After their 
exams, the students are resting on their oars before they start looking 
for holiday to rowing.» 

oat 

one's oats not feeling well and so not eating much: l've been off 
my oats ever since | had flu last of horses.» 

one's wild oats see 

object 

distance, etc, is no object it does not matter how much money, 
distance, etc, is involved in the particular situation: The delivery 
service says that distance is no object in their "money is no object" 
meant money or profits were not the main aim, but it came to 
be misapplied.> 


occasion 


to the occasion to be able to carry out whatever action is required 


in an important or urgent situation: The child had never played the 


piano in public before but he rose to the 

ocean 

drop in the ocean same as a drop in the bucket see 

odd 

all the odds in spite of major difficulties: Driving conditions were 
terrible but against all the odds we arrived in 

at odds with (someone or something) to be in disagreement with 
(someone or something), not to be in accordance with 
(something): His work performance is at odds with his brilliant 
odds to bet: I'll lay odds that he won't turn to betting on horses.» 
no odds to be of no importance, to make no difference: It makes 
no odds whether it rains or The party is 

man out someone or something that is different from others: He's 
the odd man out in the He doesn't have black to someone left out 
of a game when the teams have been chosen.» 

and ends small objects of different kinds: All our holiday packing is 
done apart from odds and ends such as 

and sods a mixed selection of people or things not considered 
important: | knew most of the people at the party but there were a 
few odds and sods that | didn't 

the odds more than one would usually expect to pay: The 
restaurant charges over the odds in the tourist to a betting term.» 
odour 


odour of sanctity an air of excessive piety or virtue: There's such an 
odour of sanctity about her that he's afraid to ask her 

bad odour in disfavour: He's in bad odour with management for 
supporting the a French term for the sweet smell reputed to be 
given off by the corpses of saints as opposed to the unpleasant 


smell from other corpses.» 


off 
bets are off see 


or well off see bad or 


off to begin to dislike (someone or something previously liked): 
She went off cheese when she was 

the offing about to or likely to happen, appear, etc: He doesn't 
have a job yet but there are one or two in the nautical term—refers 
to the whole area of sea that can be seen from a particular point 
on shore. 

the off season the time when a hotel or holiday resort has very 
few visitors: The seaside town is very busy in the summer but very 
quiet in the off 

and on or on and off occasionally: We've met for lunch off and on 
over the 

the off chance when there is a slight chance that something might 
happen: | went to her house on the off chance that she was 

the cuff see 

the hook see 

the peg see 

the rails see 

the record see 

the top of one's head see 


the wall see 


the off-chance (of or that) see 


(someone) off his or her stroke see 
oil 
no oil painting to be not at all attractive: George has had some 


very beautiful girlfriends over the years, but the woman he is about 
to marry is no oil 


the midnight oil see 


and water used to emphasize how different two people or things 
are: Sara and Kate are sisters and look quite alike, but, in 


personality, they are oil and 


the wheels to make something easier to do or obtain: She got a 
visa quite Knowing someone at the embassy oiled the turn more 
easily if oil is applied to them.» 

oil on troubled waters to to attempt to bring a state of calm and 
peace to a situation of disagreement or dispute: When the children 
quarrel their mother always tries to pour oil on troubled oil floats on 
water it has the effect of making waves flat.» 

oil to obtain exactly what one wants, to be successful: We've never 
found a comfortable holiday house but this year we struck 

ointment 

fly in the ointment see 

old 

old hand someone who is very experienced (at doing something): 
She's an old hand at serving in a 

old how see 


ripe old age see 


for old rope see 

as the hills extremely old: Some of the village traditions are old as 
the 

hat old-fashioned, no longer popular: His ideas are considered old 
hat 

old maid a woman who has never married: She was so frightened 
of being an old maid that she married the first man that proposed 
to 

master (a work by) any great painter before the 19th century, 
especially of the 15th and 16th centuries: The art gallery has had to 
improve its security as several old masters have been stolen 

boy or girl a former pupil of a school: That well-known actor is an 
old boy of our 

old-boy network a system in which jobs and other advantages are 


obtained on the basis of knowing the right people rather than on 


ability or worth: His father got him a job in a bank although he's 
hopeless with It was obviously a case of the old-boy basic connection 
with such people is often that they were at school together.» 

old country the country from which an immigrant or his or her 
parents or grandparents originally came: The Swedish farmer 
enjoyed his new life in the USA, but his wife would often think 
about the old 


old guard the older members of a group who are old-fashioned in 


their opinions and tastes: The old guard in the club voted against 
having women translation of the name applied to the most 


experienced section of Napoleon's army.» 


olive 

branch a sign of a wish for peace: He had a bitter quarrel with his 
wife then sent her a huge bouquet of flowers as an olive olive 
branch was an ancient symbol of peace.» 

omelette 

can't make an omelette without breaking eggs a saying indicating 
that it is impossible to achieve something worthwhile without 
causing a few problems or difficulties: It is unfortunate that the 
proposed new road goes through an area of natural beauty, but you 
can't make an omelette without breaking 

omnibus 

man on the Clapham omnibus a term used in legal courts to 
mean the ordinary person: The man on the Clapham omnibus is 
unlikely to visit an exhibition of ultra-modern 

on 

on line see 

not on used to indicate emphatic disapproval of or lack of 
acceptance of something: The pupil's behaviour is just not on; he 


will have to be 


on to (someone) having discovered some previously secret or 
unknown information about (someone) or his or her activities: The 
police are on to his 

on stream see 

and off see 

once 

(someone or something) the once-over to look at or study (someone 
or something) quickly: | know that you're in a hurry but would you 


give this report the once-over? 


and for all now and for the last time, finally: Once and for all | 
am telling you to 
in a blue moon see 


only young once see 


one 

one-horse race a competition, contest, etc, in which one person or 
side is certain to win: There was no point in advertising the 
manager's It's a one-horse race because his assistant is bound to get 
one-night stand a relationship, arrangement, etc, that lasts for one 
evening or night only: She should be One-night stands can be single 
performance in one place given by a pop group, etc, on tour. 
quick one see 

at one with (someone) to be in agreement with (someone): | am 
at one with her on the subject of 

one in the eye for (someone) see 

one over the eight see 

one up on (someone) to have an advantage over (someone): 
They've both applied for the post but with his qualifications he's one 
up on his 

one over on (someone) to gain a victory or advantage over 
(someone): The boys are brothers and they're both very competitive; 


they're always trying to get one over on each 


a one-track mind to to think only of one subject all the time: She 
has a one-track She can't stop thinking about getting 

had one to many to have had too much to drink: Tom always tries 
to start a fight when he's had one to 


takes one to know one used to indicate that people who have 
faults of their own find it easy to spot such faults in others: Pam 
is sure that Tim is lying and she could well be right, especially since 
she, herself, is an accomplished liar. It takes one to know 

one of those things see 

be oneself to be feeling slightly unwell, to be more depressed, etc, 
than usual: She's not been herself since the death of her 

one see 

for the road see 

in a million see 

way and another see 

a fast one on (someone) see 


one that got away see 
onion 


one's onions to know a subject, one's job, etc: He'll be able to fix 
the He really knows his 

open 

open book see 

open-and-shut case free from uncertainty, having an obvious 
outcome: The trial will not take It's an open-and-shut 

open secret a supposed secret that is known to many people: It’s 
an open secret that he's having an affair with his friend's wife while 
the friend is working 

the open air outside, not in a building: In summer, | love eating in 


the open air—as long as it doesn’t rain! 


an open mind to to be willing to listen to other people's 
suggestions, ideas, etc, instead of just concentrating on one's own 
point of view: The members of the jury are supposed to keep an 
open mind until all the evidence has been 

open house see 


one's options open see 


which one is liable to be in receipt of (blame, criticism, 
accusations, attack, etc): If you go out to dinner with one of the 
job applicants you'll be laying yourself open to charges of 

the floodgates see 

season see 

old wounds see 

ones eyes open see 

open arms see 

opposite 

opposite number the person in another company, country, etc, 
whose job or role corresponds to someone else's: The British 
Chancellor of the Exchequer met with his opposite numbers in the EU 
at a conference in 

option 


one's options open to delay making a definite decision so that all 


choices are available as long as possible: Try to avoid replying to 
the job offer until you hear about the It is as well to keep your 
options 

option see 


oracle 


the oracle to produce the desired result, to obtain what one 
wants, especially by using cunning, influence or bribery: We 


couldn't get tickets but her uncle's the theatre manager so she 


phoned him and that worked the to the oracle at Delphi in Greek 
legend.» 

order 

tall order see 

under starter's orders see 

one's marching orders see 

apple-pie order see 

what the doctor ordered see 

of order (1) not working properly: The coffee machine is out of (2) 
not according to the conventions or rules of meetings, etc: The 
chairman should have known to rule his interruption out of 

order of the day something that should be done, worn, etc, 
because conventional, common, fashionable, etc: Hats will be the 
order of the day at the royal garden originally to a list of items to 
be discussed in the British parliament on a particular day.» 
organ 

to the organ grinder, not his monkey used to emphasize that one 
wants to deal with someone in authority, not with someone 
associated with him/her who has no power: They asked me if | 
wanted to talk to Mr Wilson's personal assistant, but | told them 
that | wanted to speak to the organ grinder, not the organ grinder 
was a person who played a kind of musical instrument on wheels, 
known as a barrel organ, in the street and he often had a 
monkey on the barrel organ to attract people or to collect 


money.» 


other 

the other way to to ignore or disregard something wrong, illegal, 
etc: The local policeman would look the other way when the village 
pub was open after 

other not known or decided: Someone or other will have to 


by on the other side see to 


the other one see 


out of line see 

or go out of one's mind see 
out to lunch see 

out of the picture see 

well out of (something) see 


out to make public the fact that one is homosexual: He came out 
when he began living with his 

out of the woodwork see 

(something) out of your system see 

out like a light see 

out the window see 

it out with (someone) see 

jury is still out see 

and about going around outside, e.g. after an illness: He was 
confined to bed for weeks but he's out and about 

of the loop see 

on a limb see 

on one's ear see 


at elbow see 


for (something) wanting and trying to get (something): She's only 
out for a good 
of hand see 


of order see 


of pocket see 
of sight, out of mind see 
of. sorts see 


of turn see 


to (do something) determined to (do something): She's out to cause 
it out on (someone) see 


outside 


the outside at the most: The drive will take an hour at the 

over 

all over (someone) to be extremely friendly and attentive to 
(someone): She was all over him as soon as she discovered he had 
over the hump see 

isn't over till the fat lady sings see 

and done with completely finished, at an end: They once went out 
with each other but that's over and done 

my dead body see 

the hill see 


the odds see 


the top see 


overboard 


overboard (about or for someone or something) to be extremely 
enthusiastic about (someone or something): All the men have gone 
overboard for the new girl in the 

overdrive 

into overdrive to start to work extremely hard or to become 
extremely active: The final exams are next week and most of the 
students have gone into 

owe 

owe you one used to indicate that someone has done one some 
kind of favour and that one must return this some time: Thanks 
for giving me a lift to work when my car broke | owe you one! 
owl 

a night owl see 

own 

one's own man see 

into one's own to have the opportunity to show one's good 
qualities, talent, skill, etc: She is a marvellous hostess and really 


comes into her own at dinner 


one's (own) thing see 

one's own back see 

on with your own life see 

one's own (1) to perform as well as one's opponents in a contest, 
competition, argument, etc: The younger team held their own 
against the much more experienced (2) to be surviving, to be 
holding on to life: The accident is very bad but he is holding his 


one's own right see 


p 
one's p's and q's to to be very careful, to be polite and well- 


behaved: You'll have to mind your p's and q's when you meet your 
girlfriend’s mother for the first refers to a warning to a printer to 
be careful of the letters p and q so as not to confuse them.» 
pace 

pace with (someone or something) to progress or develop at the 
same rate as (a person, subject or situation) with regard to social 
or financial standing, knowledge, etc: Their salaries have not kept 
pace with those of workers in comparable to going as fast as 
someone else in a race.» 

(someone or something) through its or his or her paces to test the 
ability of (someone or something) by getting them to demonstrate 
what it, he or she is capable of: He wants to see the car put 
through his paces before he buys originally to assessing horses.» 
ihe pace for to establish the rate at which, or the manner in 
which, an activity is carried out: Their research team has made such 
rapid progress with cancer drugs that they have set the pace for the 
other originally to horse-racing.> 

ones paces to demonstrate one's abilities: The sales manager went 
round with all the salesmen to watch them show their paces with the 
the pace to maintain progress in an activity at the same rate as 
others: Small electronic firms find it difficult to stay the pace in 
these days of rapid technological 

pack 


of the pack more successful than one's competitors or rivals: Our 


new range of products will keep us ahead of the 


joker in the pack see 


names, no pack-drill see 


a punch see 


one's bags see 

like herring in a barrel see 

like sardines see 

it in to stop doing something, e.g. working at something: I’ve 
nearly finished this project so | think I'll pack it in for 


always sends door-to-door salesmen packing 

paddle 

one's own canoe see 

page 

on the same page to be in agreement about what has to be 
achieved: It is taking a long time to finalize the plans for the 
proposed new sports ground because not all of the committee are on 
the same 

paid 

paid to (something) see 

pain 

pain in the neck someone or something that constantly irritates 
one: | work with a real pain in the neck who's always 

one's pains as reward for one's trouble and effort: She nursed the 


old man for years and got nothing for her pains when he 


pain, no gain to a saying used to emphasize the fact that the 
acquiring of something advantageous or desirable often involves 
something difficult or unpleasant, but it is worth it: Pam's lost 
quite a lot of weight on her diet, but she's had to give up chocolate, 
which she Still, no pain, no 

pain of (something) at the risk of (some kind of punishment, etc): 


The workers were told on pain of instant dismissal not to talk to the 


rival company about the new 


paint 


watching paint dry used to describe something extremely boring: 
Tim loves playing cricket, but his wife refuses to go to any cricket 
matches because she says that it's like watching paint 

oneself into a corner see 

the town red to to go out and celebrate in a lively, noisy manner: 
As soon as they finished their exams the students went out to paint 
the town 

painting 

no oil painting see 

pale 


the pale see 
palm 


(someone's) palm to give (someone) money, to bribe (someone): 
We had to grease the hotel owner's palm to get our passports 

an itching palm see 

(someone) in the palm of one's hand to have (someone) in one's 
power and ready to do as one wishes: The landowner has the local 
officials in the palm of his 


pan 
flash in the pan see 
of the frying pan into the fire see 


pants 

the pants off (someone) to defeat (someone) decisively: Jill didn't 
play at all well in the tennis match and her opponent beat the pants 
off 

(someone) with his or her pants or trousers down see 

paper 

fight or find or organize or plan, etc, one's way out of a paper bag 


to_used to emphasize how bad or useless someone is at doing 


something: John has been left to organize the party, but, quite 
frankly, he couldn't organize his way out of a paper 

over the cracks to try to hide faults, mistakes, difficulties, etc, in a 
hasty or careless way in order to pretend that there are no faults, 
mistakes, etc: The couple tried to paper over the cracks in their 
marriage and always appeared very loving in public but they divorced 
soon 

tiger someone or something that has the outward appearance of 
being powerful and threatening but is in fact ineffective: The 
country's leader used to be feared by everyone but ever since the 
attempted coup he's been a paper 

par 

or not up to par (1) not up to the usual or required standard: 
Her work has been below par (2) not completely well: He's not 


been feeling up to par since he had the 


a par with (something) of the same standard as (something), as 
good as (something): His painting is not on a par with that of his 
for the course what might be expected, what usually happens: He 
came late to the party but that's par for the a golfing term 
meaning the number of strokes that would be made in a perfect 
round on the course.» 

parade 


on (someone's) parade see 


paradise 

fool's paradise see 

parrot 

repeating words or ideas without understanding what they mean: 
The student learns her notes parrot-fashion but can't apply them 
when it comes to writing 


as a parrot see 
part 


my, etc, part as far as |, etc, am concerned: For my part | prefer 
autumn to 

the part to have the appropriate appearance of a particular kind of 
person: If she wants to be a top executive, she must look the 

and parcel (of something) something that is naturally or basically 
part (of something): Stress is part and parcel of a senior 

(something) in good part to accept (something) without being angry 
or offended: She took the other children's teasing in good 


(someone's) part to support (someone) in an argument, debate, 
etc: She always takes her brother's part when he quarrels with their 
parting of the ways the point at which people must go different 
ways, take different courses of action, make different decisions, 
etc: The sale of their company was the parting of the ways for the 
two business biblical reference to Ezekiel 21:21.» 

party 

activity, event, or situation: We need someone on the committee 
who will bring some new ideas to the 

party piece an act, joke, speech that someone frequently performs 
in public: The managing director always gives the same welcoming 
speech to new It’s his party 

life and soul of the party see 

party line the official opinions, ideas, attitudes, etc, as set down 
by the leaders of a particular group: The politician refused to follow 
the party 

party's over a pleasant or happy time has come to an end: This 
used to be a pleasant department but the party's over The new 
manager is very strict and 

pass 


to a pretty pass see 


(something) pass to choose to disregard (something): He was very 
rude to me but | let it | could see he was 

a pass at (someone) to try to start a romantic or sexual 
relationship with (someone): He made a pass at the girl at the 


next a fencing term, meaning to thrust with a foil.» 


away to die: The old lady passed away in the 

by on the other side to ignore someone in trouble and not help 
him or her: When he was made homeless he did not expect his 
friends to pass by on the other biblical reference to the parable of 
the Samaritan, Luke 10.» 

for (someone or something) to be mistaken for (someone or 
something): She could easily pass for her 

muster see 

out to faint: She passed out in the extreme 

the hat round see 

(something) up not to accept (something): I’m going to have to 
pass up her | have another 

that pass in the night see 

passage 

bird of passage see 

past 

blast from the past see blast 

etc, would not put it past (someone) to (do something) |, etc, think 
(someone) is quite capable of (doing something bad): | wouldn't 
put it past him to steal money from an old 

one's or its best or past it less good, etc, than when one, or it, 
was not so old: The runner is still fast but he's past his 

master someone extremely talented or skilful: He is a past master 
at the art of charming 

pasture 


new or fresh fields and pastures new to used to indicate a new and 
different place or situation: Fred is tired of his present job and is 
thinking of looking for pastures Now that Sara has graduated she 
feels the need for fresh fields and pastures new so she is looking for 
a job longer version of the phrase is a misquotation of "fresh 
woods and pastures new" from John Milton's poem “Lycidas”.> 
pat 

pat on the back an indication of praise or approval: She got a pat 
on the back for her handling of the difficult 

patch 


a bad patch see 


to be a patch on (someone or something) not to be nearly as good 
as (someone or something): Her cooking isn't a patch on her 

it or things up to become friends again after a quarrel: The two 
sisters haven't spoken to each other for years but we're trying to get 
them to patch things 

path 

a path to (someone's) door to visit (someone) very frequently or in 


large numbers: The world's press beat a path to the door of the 


new tennis 

patience 

to try the patience of Job see 
pave 


the way for (something) to make it possible or easier for 


(something to happen): The student's research paved the way for the 
development of the new 

pay 

(someone) back in his or her own coin see 


court to (someone) see 


dividends see 


lip-service to (something) see 


ones way see 


the piper see 
through the nose see 


paid to (something) to prevent (an action, plan, etc) from being 


carried out: She was planning to come uninvited to our party but we 


put paid to that by changing the 


Peter to pay Paul see 


will be the devil to pay see 


pea 

two peas in a pod exactly or extremely alike: The twins are like two 
peas in a 

peace 

the peace to prevent disturbances, fighting, quarrelling, etc: The 
police were on duty at the football match to keep the 

ones peace with (someone) to become, or try to become, friendly 
with (someone) again after a period of disagreement: She made 
peace with her family before she 

peacock 

as a peacock extremely proud: He's proud as a peacock of his baby 
pearl 

pearls before swine see 

of wisdom something wise or helpful, often used ironically: I’m 


sure that my father will be giving me a few pearls of wisdom before 
| go off to 


peck 

one's pecker up to remain in good spirits: Keep your pecker You'll 
get a job «"Pecker" means beak or nose. 

pedestal 

(someone) on a pedestal to treat (someone) with great respect and 


admiration: She put her music teacher on a to the practice of 


putting statues of famous people on pedestals.> 

peep 

peeping Tom see 

peg 

(someone) down a peg or two to make (someone) more humble: 
He was boasting about his wealth but she took him down a peg or 
two by reminding of his poverty-stricken to tuning musical 
instruments.» 

the peg of clothes, ready to wear, not made for one specially: He's 
so tall it is difficult for him to buy clothes off the 

square peg in a round hole used to describe someone who does 
not fit into a particular situation or environment and feels 
uncomfortable in it: Mary's family are all very interested in sport 
and Jim has no interest whatsoever in it; he feels like a square peg 
in a round hole when they all get 

penny 

penny for them or your thoughts used to ask someone what they 


are thinking about: You were lost in A penny for 


for a penny, in for a pound if one is going to do something one 
might as well do it boldly and thoroughly: We've very little money 
but if we're going on holiday we might as well go somewhere In for 
a penny, in for a 

penny numbers a very few, a very little at a time: They came to the 
jumble sale in penny to a method of selling encyclopedias, etc, in 
parts, originally at a penny per part.» 

to have a penny to one's name to have no money at all: When he 
died he didn't have a penny to his 

wise and pound foolish being careful with small items of 


expenditure and extravagant with large ones: She always buys the 


cheapest food and then goes on world cruises. She really is penny 
wise and pound 

a penny to urinate: Their little girl wants to spend a the former 
price of admission to a public toilet. 

penny drops |, etc, suddenly understand: At first she didn't know 
what he was talking about but then the penny to a coin in a slot 
machine.» 

up like a bad penny to reappear or keep reappearing although not 
wanted or welcome: Her son turned up like a bad penny to borrow 
money from 

a penny of little value because very common: China bowls like that 
are two a There's no point in selling 

perch 

(someone) off his/her perch to cause someone who has achieved 


great success or status to fail or lose status: Tony has been club 


tennis champion for five years in a row, but he's been knocked off his 
perch this year by a much younger 
perfect 


pink of perfection see 


period 

piece something or someone that is exceptionally typical of the 
time when he or she was born or it was made: She has a 
houseful of Victorian furniture—all period 

petard 

with one's own petard to be the victim of one's own action which 


was intended to harm someone else: My neighbour was hoist with 
his own He put broken glass on the top of his wall to prevent 
trespassers and then cut his hand on to Shakespeare's Act 3, scene 
iv. A petard was a kind of bomb used by military engineers.» 
petrel 


stormy. petrel see 


Philistine 

Philistine someone who is not interested in artistic or intellectual 
pursuits: Don't ask her to go to the She's a real Philistines were a 
fierce race of people who fought against the Israelites in biblical 
times.» 

phoenix 

like a phoenix from the ashes same as rise from the ashes see 
phrase 


coin a phrase literally, to say something new and inventive, but 


used usually to introduce a cliché or a common saying or 
expression: They made up after the quarrel and everything in the 
garden was lovely, to coin a 

pick 


a bone to pick with (someone) see 


and choose to choose very carefully from a range of things: Surely 
there are enough dresses here for you to pick and choose 
(someone's). brains see 


holes in. (something) see 


up the gauntlet see 


picnic 

no picnic used to emphasize how difficult or unpleasant something 
is: It's no picnic getting to their house by public 

picture 

out of the picture to be no longer involved in something: June 


used to go out with Rick, but she's out of the picture now and he's 
got a new 
big picture the whole situation, not just some details: | know the 


job which you've been offered is better paid, but you've got to look 


at the big You would work more hours and have to travel further to 


get 


the picture to understand what is being explained or described: 
Believe me, the flat's in an area where you wouldn't want to live; 
you need about five locks on your front door and bars on your 
window, you can't leave your car outside without the wheels being 
removed, and it's best to stay indoors at Get the picture? 


(someone) in the picture to give (someone) all the information and 


detail about a situation: Could you put me in the picture about 
what's been happening while I’ve been on 

pie 

a finger in every pie see 


a finger in the pie see 

as pie exceptionally pleasant or friendly, often unexpectedly: Mary 

usually completely ignores me, but she's found out that | am Matt's 
sister and was nice as pie to me 

pie in the sky something good expected or promised in the future 
which is unlikely to come about: He is planning a trip round the 

world but it's pie in the He'll never save that much to a quotation 
from a poem by the American poet Joe Hill.» 


piece 


nasty piece of work see 

piece of cake see 

long is a piece of string? see 
(someone) a piece of one's mind see 


to pieces unable to continue coping with a situation, life, etc: She 
goes to pieces in an 

piece of work see 

ones piece to say what you think about something, although this 
might not be very popular: Sue insisted on saying her piece, but she 
was the only one who was not in favour of the scheme and no one 


paid much attention to 


pig 


a pig in a poke to buy (something) without examining it carefully 

or without knowing its worth: The second-hand washing machine she 
bought doesn't She bought a pig in a referring to a fairground trick 
in which a prospective customer was sold a cat in a bag thinking 


that it was a piglet.> 


a pig of oneself to eat greedily, to eat a great deal: The food was 
so good that we all made pigs of 

a pig's ear of (something) to make a mess of (something) to do 
(something) very badly or clumsily: She made a real pig's ear of 
knitting a 

might fly it is extremely unlikely that that will happen: You think 
he'll marry her? Pigs might 

pigeon 

or set the cat among the pigeons see 

not my pigeon that is not my responsibility or area of interest: The 
accounts are not in order but that's not my We have an "not my 
pidgin", with its origins in pidgin English.» 

pikestaff 

as a pikestgf] very obvious: The motive for his crime is plain as was 
originally "packstaff", a staff for holding a traveller's pack and 
lacking any ornamentation. This sense of plain has been confused 
with that of plain meaning "clear". 

pill 

bitter pill to swallow see 

the pill see 

pillar 


pillar to post from one place to another, often repeatedly: The 
authorities sent us from pillar to post in search of a originally to the 
game of real tennis. 


pilot 


on automatic pilot to do something without thinking about what 
you are doing, because of tiredness, distress, etc, usually 
succeeding in doing it correctly because you have done it before: 
Jill went on doing the housework when she heard about the death of 
her dog, but she was on automatic 

pin 

two pins given the least encouragement or reason: For two pins I'd 
take the day 

pins and needles in a state of anxiety or suspense: We're on pins 
and needles waiting to find out who's 

back one's ears see 


one's hopes on (someone or something) see 


could have heard a pin drop there was silence: You could have 
heard a pin drop after she made the 

pinch 

a pinch if it is absolutely necessary: At a pinch we could 
accommodate three of 

the pinch to have financial problems: We were all right last year 
but the firm is feeling the pinch this 


(something) with a grain or pinch of salt see 


the pink in good health: The family have all been ill but we're in 
the pink to the pink complexion of some healthy people.» 
pink of perfection absolute perfection: If her cakes are not in the 


pink of perfection she throws them to a quotation from Oliver 


Goldsmith's play, She Stoops to 
pip 


at the post beaten at the last minute: | thought we would get the 


house for the price we offered but we were pipped at the post by 


someone who suddenly offered originally to horse-racing. A horse is 


pipped at the post if another horse passes it right at the end of 
the race.» 

pipe 

the pipeline in preparation, happening soon: There are some new 
jobs in the pipeline but appointments will not be made until next to 
crude oil being piped from the well to the refineries.> 

the piper to provide the money for something and therefore be 
entitled to have a say in the organization of it: Father should be 
allowed a say in where we go on After all he's paying the to the 
saying “He who pays the piper calls the tune". 

dream a wish or idea that can never be realized: She talks of 
buying a cottage in the country, but it's a pipe She has very little to 
visions experienced by opium smokers.» 

hot see 

that in your pipe and smoke it! See how you like thatl: | know you 
think you're better at French than | am, but I’ve just heard that | 
passed the exam and you Put that in your pipe and smoke it! 
pistol 

a pistol to (someone's) head to to use force or threats to get 
(someone) to do as one wishes: He had to sell the firm to get 
some The bank was holding a pistol to his 

pit 

one's wits against (someone) see 


pitch 


as pitch extremely black: The night was black as 
(someone's) pitch see 

place 

into place to become understood when seen in terms of its 
relationship to other things: The reason for her fear of men fell into 
place when we realized that she had been abused by her father as a 
places to be successful in one's career: That young research worker 
is going 

the first place (1) in the beginning, to start with: | regret | didn't 


want to go in the first (2) as the first point in an argument, etc: 


We can't cope with so many In the first place we have not got 
enough 

one's place to accept the lowliness of one's position and act 
accordingly: It was made clear to the trainee teacher that she should 
know her place in the 

place in the sun a situation in which one will be happy, successful, 
well off, etc: Sue thought that she would find a place in the sun 
when she emigrated, but, in fact, she couldn't find a decent job and 
was 

of place see 

oneself in (someone's) place to imagine what it would be like to be 
in (someone else's) circumstances: | know you don't approve of 
strikes but put yourself in the workers’ What else could they do? 
(someone) in his or her place to remind (someone) angrily of the 
lowliness of his or her position or of his or her lack of 
experience, knowledge, etc: He tried to take over the running of the 


meeting but the chairman soon put him in his 


plague 
(someone or something) like the plague used to emphasize how 


keen one is to keep away (from someone or something): Harry 


absolutely detests socializing; he avoids parties like the 

plain 

as a pikestaff see 

sailing easy progress: Making alterations to the building will be plain 


sailing if we get planning confused with "plane sailing", a method 
of making navigational calculations at sea in which the earth's 
surface is treated as though it were flat. 

plate 

(something) handed to one on a plate to get (something) without 


having to put any effort into it: Her schoolfriend works at weekends 
for money to buy clothes, but she has a clothes allowance from her 
father. She has everything handed to her on a 

platter 

(something) handed to one on a silver platter to to get or be given 
(something) without having to put any effort into it: A friend of 
Sally's father has offered her a well-paid job in Rome; it was handed 
to her on a silver platter while the rest of us have spent ages 
replying to advertisements and filling in application 

play 

level playing field see 

work and no play makes Jack a dull boy see 


into play to begin to use or employ: He had to bring all his 
powers of persuasion into play to get her to 

play see 

play see 

a play for (someone or something) to try to obtain (someone or 
something): He's making a play for his friend's 


games see 


one’s ace see 


a losing game see 


a straight bat see 


(something) down to try to make (something) appear less 
important, grave, etc: Management are trying to play down the 
seriousness of the firm's financial 

out (1) exhausted: The children are played out after the (2) no 
longer having any interest, influence, usefulness, etc: His ideas on 
education are played 

fast and loose with (something) see 

for time see 

gooseberry see 

hard to get to make it difficult for someone to get to know one 
in order to make him or her more keen to do so: She regretted 
playing hard to get when he started going out with another 

havoc with (something) see 

it by ear see 

possum see 

second fiddle (to someone), see 

the devil's advocate see 

the field see 


the game see 


one's trump card see 


(someone) up to cause trouble to or annoy (someone): The 
children always play their father up when he's looking after 

up to (someone) to flatter (someone) and pay (someone) a great 
deal of attention for one's own advantage: She's playing up to her 
father because she wants him to buy her a new 

with fire see 

please 

as Punch see 

plot 

plot thickens the situation is getting more complicated and more 


interesting: He is having an affair with his secretary and it turns out 


that his wife is having an affair with her The plot to a quotation 
from George Villiers’ play The 

plug 

the plug on (something) to stop supporting (something), to stop 


(something) from continuing: The local council has pulled the plug 
on the theatre company by discontinuing the grant which it has been 
plum 

a plum in one's mouth to speak with what is regarded as an 
upper-class accent: The rest of the office workers dislike Laura 
because she is very snobbish and speaks with a plum in her 


plunge 


the plunge to go ahead and do something, especially something 
difficult or risky, especially after having spent some considerable 
time thinking about it: Fiona has been talking about buying a flat 
for years and she has now taken the 

poacher 

turned gamekeeper to used to describe someone who has changed 
their job, attitude, opinion, etc, and now holds completely 
opposite views: Tom had no regard for the law when he was young 
but now he's a policeman; a classic case of the poacher turned 
gamekeeper! 

pocket 

(someone's) pocket under the control or influence of (someone): 
The board will vote with the managing He has them all in his 
ones pocket to make money for oneself dishonestly: The boss found 


out that he had been lining his pocket by taking bribes from 

of pocket having made a loss: Not only did the dance not make a 
profit, but the organizing committee were all out of 

poetic 

justice deserved but accidental punishment or reward: The burglar 


left his bag of stolen jewellery on the That was poetic 


licence the disregarding of established rules of form, grammar, 
fact, etc, by writers to achieve a desired effect: The poet uses no 
capital letters or punctuation and includes other forms of poetic 
licence in his 


point 


sore point see 


the point see 


or get to the point to reach the most important part of a 
discussion, etc: | wish the lecturer would stop rambling on and get 
to the 

a point of (doing something) to be exceptionally careful about 
(doing something): She makes a point of visiting her elderly parents 
at least once a 

one's point to state one's opinion clearly: Now you've made your 


point please give others the chance to 


the finger at (someone or something) see 

a point see 

point of no return the stage in a process, etc, when it becomes 
impossible either to stop or change one's mind: The divorce papers 
have been They've reached the point of no referred to the point in 
the flight of an aircraft after which it did not have enough fuel to 
return to its place of departure.» 

io a point to some extent but not completely: | agree with your 
views up to a point but | do have 

poison 

(someone) a poisoned chalice see 

letter an anonymous letter saying bad things about someone: She 
received a poison-pen letter saying her husband was an 

pole 


poles apart see 


pony 


dog and pony show see 


shanks's pony see 

poor 

as a church mouse see 

pop 

the question see 

port 

port in a storm any solution to a problem or difficulty will suffice: 
| don't like asking my parents for a loan but my rent is overdue. It's 
a case of any port in a 

possum 

possum to pretend to be asleep, unconscious or dead: He played 
possum when the children crept into his He was too tired to play 
with possum pretends to be dead when it is under threat of 


attack from another animal.» 


as a post see 
pillar to post see 


at the post see 
(someone) posted to keep (someone) informed about developments 


in a situation: The boss wants to be kept posted about the export 
deal when he's on 

pot 

to pot to get into a bad or worse state: The firm went to pot 


when the old man to meat being cut up and stewed in a pot.» 


the pot boiling to keep something going or operating: The 
protesters against the new road were discouraged when their leader 
left, but realized that it was important to keep the pot boiling if they 
wanted to preserve their 

pot-luck to have a meal at someone's house, etc, without having 


anything specially prepared for one: You're welcome to stay to 


dinner but you'll have to take to take whatever happens to be in 
the cooking-pot at the time.» 

pot calling the kettle black to someone criticizing (someone) for 
doing (something) that he or she does himself or herself: His 
father scolded him for being untidy although he himself leaves things 
lying around—a case of the pot calling the kettle 

or a watched pot never boils when one is waiting for something to 
happen, the time taken seems longer if one is constantly thinking 
about it: Stop thinking about when the letter with your exam results 
is going to arrive. It won't make the postman come any sooner. A 


watched pot never 


potato 

potato see 

pound 

or have one's pound of flesh see 
pour 


never rains but it pours when something goes wrong it goes wrong 
very badly or other things go wrong too: | forgot where | parked 
the car and then | got a parking It never rains but it 

oil on troubled waters see 


powder 


sitting on a powder keg to be in a very risky or dangerous 
situation in which something could easily go wrong quite 
suddenly: The government realize that they are sitting on a powder 
keg and that the rebels could try to gain power at any 

one's powder dry see 

one's nose see 

power 

power to (someone's) elbow may (someone) be successful: I hear 


that he's started a charity for handicapped More power to his 


power behind the throne the person who is really in charge of or 
in control of an organization, etc, while giving the impression that 
it is someone else: He is the chairman of the company, but his 
wife is the power behind the 

powers that be the people in charge, the authorities: The powers 
that be have decided that the shop assistants should wear a 
practice 

makes perfect if one keeps on trying to do something one will 
eventually be good at it: They say that practice makes perfect, but 
I'll never be good at 

practice see 

practise 

what one preaches to act in the way that one recommends to 
others: He tells the children to come home on time but he's always 
late He should practise what he 

praise 


(someone or something) to the skies see 


(someone's or something's) praises to praise (someone or 


something) with great enthusiasm: She keeps singing the praises of 


her new washing 


prayer 
a wing and a prayer see 
preach 


to the converted see 

what one preaches see 

premium 

at a premium to be much in demand and, therefore, difficult to 
obtain: Tickets for the concert are at a The band is very financial 
term meaning literally “sold at more than the nominal value". 
prepare 


the ground see 


presence 

of mind the ability to keep calm and think and act sensibly 
whatever the situation: She had the presence of mind to throw a 
wet cloth over the pan when it caught 

present 

no time like the present see 

press 

pressed for (something) to be short of (something, such as time or 
money): I'm sorry | can’t stay, I’m really pressed for 

(someone) into (doing something) to force (someone) or persuade 
(someone) against his or her will to (do something): She's press- 
ganged us into being in charge of a stall at the press gang was a 
group of sailors in the 18th century who seized men and forced 


them to join the navy.» 


(someone or something) into service to make use of (someone or 
something), especially in an emergency or on a special occasion: 
My vacuum cleaner has broken down and so I'll have to press the 
old one into 

pressure 

group a group of people who try to bring the attention of the 
authorities, etc, to certain issues, usually with a view to 
influencing them into making some changes: She's part of a 
pressure group that is campaigning for more state nursery 

pretence 

false pretences see 

pretty 


pretty kettle of fish see 


to a pretty pass to get into a bad state: Things have come to a 


pretty pass if the firm is making people 


have cost a pretty 


pretty to be in a very comfortable or advantageous position: She's 
the boss's She's sitting pretty while the rest of us are worried about 
our 

prey 

a prey to (something) regularly to suffer from (something): She has 
been a prey to headaches all her 

on (someone's) mind to cause constant worry or anxiety to 
(someone): The accident in which he knocked over a child preyed on 
his mind all his 

price 

a price at a very high price: You can get a drink in the hotel—at a 


price! 


price on (someone's) head a reward offered for the capture or 
killing of (someone): The escaped convict was never found even 
though there was a price on his 

price (something)? what do you think of (something)? What is the 
value of (something)?: He's been charged with drink What price his 
lectures on the dangers of alcohol abuse now? 

prick 

against the pricks to show opposition to those in control or power: 
The ordinary people will start kicking against the pricks if the 
government raise interest rates cattle kicking against being driven 
forward by a sharp stick.» 

up one's ears see 

pride 

goes before a fall being too conceited often leads to misfortune: 
The tennis player who was boasting about how good she was got lt 
just goes to show that pride goes before a 

of place the most important or privileged position: Her son's 


photograph has pride of place on her 


ones pride to behave in a more humble way than one usually 
does or than one would wish to do: She had no money for food 
and so she swallowed her pride and asked her father for 

prisoner 

ho prisoners to to act in a very determined way without being 
affected or held back by any feelings of compassion, politeness, 
etc: Helen has set her heart on being promoted and she will take no 
prisoners in her efforts to get that 


prime 


cut off in one's prime to die or be killed in one's youth or at the 
most successful period in one's life: They mourned for the soldiers 
cut off in their 

mover someone or something that gets something started: She 
was the prime mover in the campaign against the new 

the pump see 

print 

small print see 

private 

eye a private detective: He hired a private eye to discover the 
identity of his wife's 

pro 

pros and cons the arguments for and against: The council will 
consider the pros and cons of the new road at a meeting "pro", for, 
and "contra", against.» 

production 

a production of (something) to make (something) appear to be 
much more complicated than it actually is: | don't know why Janet 
made such a production of making All she gave us was cornflakes 
and a cup of 

profile 


a low profile see 


promise 
(someone) the moon see 


proof 


proof of the pudding is in the eating the real worth of something is 
only found out when it has been into practice or use: The present 
government's theories on education are all very well, but the proof of 
the pudding will be in the 

proportion 

of proportion the ability to decide what is important, etc, and what 
is not: She has no sense of She went into hysterics just because she 
got a small stain on her 

proud 

(someone) proud to treat (someone) exceptionally well or lavishly: ! 


must say they did the old age pensioners proud at their Christmas 
public 

spirit a wish to do things for the good of the community as a 
whole: He's full of public He even picks up the litter in the 

pull 

pulling teeth see 

a face see 

a fast one on (someone) see 

(something) off to be successful in (something): We were all 
surprised when he pulled off a victory against the golf 

one’s punches see 

one’s socks up see 

one’s weight see 

out all the stops see 

rank see 


strings see 


the other one! used to emphasize to someone that you do not 
believe him or her: Tony told me that the boss had apologized to 
him, but | said, “Pull the other one!" Sometimes the phrase is 
extended to "pull the other one; it's got bells onl"reference to the 
phrase "pull (someone's) leg". 


the plug on (something) see 


through to survive, to get better: We thought that he was going to 
die after the operation, but he pulled 

pulse 

one's finger on the pulse to keep oneself informed about recent 


developments in a situation, organization, etc, or in the world: 
The old man has retired but still keeps his finger on the pulse by 
reading all the company to a doctor checking the rate of 
someone's pulse for health reasons.» 

pump 

the pump to take some kind of action to help something happen 
or succeed, often by contributing money: Sally has an idea for a 
new magazine and is looking for investors to prime the 

Punch 

as Punch extremely pleased or happy: The little girl was pleased as 
Punch with her new to the puppet show character who is usually 
portrayed smiling gleefully.> 

punch 

(someone) to the punch to do (something) before someone else 
does: Rob’s writing a book on the history of the town to celebrate its 
centenary, but he’s been beaten to the punch by another author 
whose book is being published next 

a punch to be very powerful: The cocktail that Sam mixed really 


packed a 


one’s punches to be less forceful or harsh in one's attack or 
criticism than one is capable of: The manager rarely pulls his 
punches when he is criticizing someone's to striking blows in boxing 
without using one's full strength.» 

above one's weight see 

with the punches not to let difficulties or problems discourage one 
or have a bad or upsetting effect on one: Judy's boss keeps 
criticizing her for very little, but she's going to try to roll with the 
punches until she finds another 

pup 

recommend something that turns out not to be as good as he or 
she thought: That computer keeps breaking | think we've been sold a 
pure 

as the driven snow exceptionally virtuous or moral: She was pure as 
the driven snow but her sister was completely to snow that has 
been blown into heaps by the wind and has not yet become 
dirty.» 

purpose 

cross purposes involved in a misunderstanding because of talking or 
thinking about different things without realizing it: No wonder 1 
couldn't understand what she was talking We were talking at cross 


a or the purpose to be useful in a particular situation, to fulfil a 


need: | really need a lever for this but a knife will serve the 


purse 


the purse strings to to be in charge of financial matters: It is the 
owner's son who controls the purse strings in the firm, and he is 
reluctant to spend money on new 

can't make a silk purse out of a sow's ear see 


push 


a push used to indicate that something can be done if it is 
absolutely necessary, but it will not be easy: At a push, we could 
accommodate five people, if someone sleeps on the 


(someone) the push to dismiss (someone): Pete said that he 


resigned, but he got the push for hitting another member of 

one's luck see 

off to go away: It’s getting ld better push 

(someone) over the edge see 

the boat out see 

push comes to shove when a situation reaches a critical stage or a 
stage at which action must be taken: When push comes to shove, 
Jane's father will lend her 

put 

put upon to be made use of for someone else's benefit, to be 
taken advantage of: Some mothers are really put upon by their 
daughters, who expect them to baby-sit every 

a brave face on it see 

a gloss on (something) see 

(someone) in mind of (someone or something) see 

(someone) in his or her place see 


(someone) in the picture see 
it on to feign, to pretend: She said that she had sprained her ankle 


but she was putting it 


(someone's) nose out of joint see 


one across (someone) see 


one's finger on (something) see 


the cat among the pigeons see 


(something) to bed see 
job something done to deceive or trick (someone): The police 
pretended to believe him but it was a put-up They were trying to get 


him to 


pyjamas 
cat's pyjamas see 


putty 
in (someone's) hands easily influenced or manipulated by 


(someone): She'll do whatever he She's putty in his is a malleable 
substance.» 

Pyrrhic 

Pyrrhic victory a success that cannot be enjoyed because of what it 
has taken to achieve it: She was eventually awarded compensation 
for unfair dismissal but the money all went on legal It was indeed a 
Pyrrhic the costly victory of Pyrrhus, King of Epirus, over the 
Romans at Heraclea in 280 


q 

ones p's and q's see 

QT 

the QT secretly: Tom borrowed his mother's car on the QT while she 
was away at a conference, and he's had an abbreviation of "quiet". 
quantity 

unknown quantity someone or something of which very little is 
known: One of the players in the tournament is an unknown to a 
mathematical term.» 

quarters 

close quarters nearby, at or from a short distance away: At close 
quarters she looks 

queer 

queer fish see 

Queer Street in financial difficulties: If we both lose our jobs we'll be 
in Queer changed from Carey Street in London where the 
bankruptcy courts were.» 


(someone's) pitch to upset (someone's) plans or arrangements: He 


was going to ask her out but his best friend queered his pitch by 
asking her here refers to the site of a market stall. Originally to 
"queer someone's pitch" was to set up a stall next to one selling 
the same kind of goods.» 

question 


loaded question see 


question mark over (something) doubt or uncertainty in relation to 
(something): Paul has hurt his ankle and there is a question mark 


over whether he will be able to play in tomorrow's 


vexed question see 
the question see 
of the question not possible: Further salary increases are out of the 


the question to ask (someone) to marry one: He popped the 


question on her 

question see 

queue 

the queue to go ahead of others in a queue without waiting for 
one's proper turn: She jumped the queue and went straight up to 
the shop 

qui 

the qui vive very alert: The child was on the qui vive and heard her 
father's the challenge of a French sentry, Qui meaning "(Long) live 
who?" and the equivalent of “Whose side are you on?" 

quick 

quick one a quick drink: The pubs will be closing soon but there's 
time for a quick 

(someone) to the quick to hurt (someone's) feelings very badly: She 
cut him to the quick when she rejected his quick is the sensitive 
skin under the nail. 

as lightning see 

on the uptake see 


quid 


in a fortunate position: If you get a job with that firm you'll be 
quids 

quit 

it quits to agree that neither person owes the other one anything 


and that neither one has any kind of advantage over the other: 
You paid for lunch and | paid for Let's call it 
quite 


something something special or remarkable: Her new hat is quite 


R 

three Rs reading, writing and arithmetic, thought of as the 
essential basics of education: The teacher does not spend much 
time on the three 

race 

race see 

rat race see 

to rack and ruin to fall into a state of disrepair or into a 
worthless condition: The estate has gone to rack and ruin because 
the landowner has no <“Rack” means destruction.> 

the rack in distress, under strain: He’s on the rack worrying about 
losing his rack was an instrument of torture on which a person’s 
body was stretched in both directions at once.> 

one’s brains see 

rag 

a red rag_to a bull see 

one’s rag_to lose one’s temper: The teacher completely lost her rag 
and shouted at the 

(someone) ragged to cause (someone) to be exhausted: The children 
can't get out to play because of the rain and they've been running 
me ragged all 

rage 


the rage very fashionable or popular: Mini skirts were all the rage 


rail 
the rails suddenly to go wrong: The system seemed to be running 


smoothly but it's now jumped the 


the rails not sensible, disorganized, deranged: He used to be one of 
our best workers but he seems to have gone a bit off the to a train 
leaving the track.» 

rain 

or put away or save (something) for a rainy day to keep 
(something, especially money) until one really needs it: The old 
lady does not have enough food but she insists on keeping a large 
sum of money for a rainy most jobs, such as farm jobs, were 
dependent on the weather. Since they could not be carried out in 
rainy weather no money was earned then.» 

as rain perfectly all right, completely well: She's had a really bad 
bout of flu but she's right as rain 


on (someone's) parade to spoil (someone's) plans or special 


occasion: Jenny was going to tell her parents that night that she had 
failed her final university exams, but she knew that her sister was 
going to announce her engagement and didn't want to rain on her in 
origin and a reference to rain spoiling a parade of decorated 
floats, etc.» 

or shine whatever the weather: He plays golf rain or 


like cats and dogs see 


a rain check on (something) to used to indicate that you are 
unable to accept an invitation but would like to postpone it until 
a later date: I'll have to take a rain check on lunch on Saturday 
because |’m going shopping with my What about next Saturday? in 
origin and a reference to the part of a ticket that you keep when 
a sports fixture cannot take place because of bad weather, so that 
you can use it for entry to the fixture when it does take place.» 
rainbow 

after rainbows see 


pot of gold at the end of the rainbow see 


raise 


Cain see 

some/a few eyebrows see 

the wind see 

rake 

as a rake extremely thin: She eats huge amounts but stays thin as a 
ram 

(something) down (someone's) throat see 

rampage 

or go on the rampage to rush about wildly or violently: The crowd 
went on the rampage and some people were trampled to 

rank 


ranks to act together and support each other as a defensive 


measure: The dead patient's husband tried to enquire into the cause 
of her death but the doctors closed ranks and would tell him 
rank to make unfair use of a position of authority to make 
someone else do as one wishes or to give one some kind of 
advantage: The politician was last in the queue at the airport, but 


he pulled rank and was checked in 


rank and file the ordinary people or the ordinary members of an 
organization, etc: The union leaders should pay attention to the 
views of the rank and and files were the horizontal and vertical 
lines in which battalions of soldiers were drawn up on parade.» 
ransom 

king's ransom see 

(someone) to ransom to demand something (from someone) by 
threatening to take harmful action if it is not given: The newspaper 
said that the firemen were holding the government to ransom by 
threatening to go on to hold someone as a hostage until a sum of 
money is paid for his or her release.» 


rant 


and rave to shout angrily: Her father's ranting and raving about how 
late she came 

rap 

the rap for (something) to take the blame or punishment for 
(something): He committed the crime but his friend took the rap for 
rarin’ 

to go extremely eager to begin or set off: | promised to take the 
children on a picnic and they’re rarin’ to for “rearing”, as done by a 
horse.> 

rat 

a drowned rat soaking wet: They came in from the storm like 
drowned 

on (someone) to report or betray (someone): The head knew that 


they had played truant because another pupil had ratted on 


a rat to have a suspicion that something is wrong or that one is 
being deceived: | smelt a rat when he did not invite me into the to 
the behaviour of a terrier hunting rats.> 

rat_race the fierce competitive struggle for success in business, 
etc: He’s given up the rat race and gone to live on an nautical 
phrase for a fierce tidal current.> 

rate 

a rate of knots see 

rattle 

(someone's) cage see 

raw 

raw deal see 

the raw in the natural state, without civilization, comfort, etc: He 
chose life in the raw rather than city life, and now lives in a hut in 
the 

(someone) on the raw to hurt or anger (someone): You touched 


him on the raw when you mentioned his He's lost contact with 


razor 
as a razor very intelligent and quick-witted: The child is sharp as a 
Watch what you say in front of 

read 

my lips see 

the runes see 

(something) as read to assume (something): You can take it as 
read that all the candidates are suitably 


real 


real McCoy something genuine and very good as opposed to 
others like it which are not: This lasagne is the real McCoy, not 
something out of a from Kid McCoy, an American boxer who was 
called The Real McCoy to distinguish him from other boxers of 
the same name.» 

reason 

stands to reason that it is logical or obvious that: It stands to 
reason that she would be in Her leg is 

etc, not to reason why it is not for us, etc, to question orders: If 
the boss says to come in early tomorrow we had better do Ours not 
to reason 

reason to be persuaded by someone's advice, etc, to act or think 
sensibly: She managed to get her little boy to see reason and come 
in out of the 

reason within sensible limits: You can choose your birthday present — 
within 

rhyme or reason see 

rebound 

the rebound while suffering from the disappointment of the end of 
a relationship: She married him on the rebound from a broken 


record 


the record to do something better, faster, etc, than it has been 
done before: The sprinter has broken the world 

the record so that it will be noted: For the record, | do not agree 
with the committee’s 

the record not to be made public: Don't say anything off the record 
to that He'll just publish it 

record noted officially: The politician is on record as saying that he 


won't 


the record straight to put right a mistake or misunderstanding: He 
thought that | had voted against him but | was able to set the 
record 

track record see 

red 

red herring see 

red-letter day a day when something particularly pleasant or 
important happens: It will be a red-letter day for her when her 
husband comes home from the the fact that important dates in the 
year are sometimes shown in red on calendars.» 

red ink see 

(someone) red-handed to find (someone) in the act of doing 
something wrong or unlawful: We caught the thief red-handed with 
the stolen necklace in his to finding a murderer with the blood of 
a victim on his or her hands.» 

the red in debt, overdrawn: My bank account is in the red but it's 
nearly the use of red ink to make entries on the debit side of an 
account.» 

a red rag to a bull to certain to make (someone) angry: Any 
criticism of the government is like a red rag to a bull to the old the 
widespread belief that bulls are angered by the sight of the colour 


red.» 


red alert ready for an immediate danger: The area was put on red 
alert because of the forest a military term for mobilizing civilians 
during an air-raid.> 

the town red see 

very enthusiastic or dedicated: She's a red-hot fan of the 


tape the rules and regulations, official papers, etc, that are 
thought to characterize government departments: With all the red 
tape it could take quite a long time to get a the red tape used by 
government offices to tie bundles of papers.» 

red to get very angry: She saw red when she witnessed him kick the 
red carpet see 

reed 

broken reed someone who is too weak or unreliable to be 
depended upon: She has to work to support her five children 
because her husband is a broken reed after his nervous 

region 

the region of (something) about, approximately: The price will be in 
the region of 

rein 

free rein to (something) to allow complete freedom to (one's 
imagination, emotions, etc): She gave free rein to her creative 
powers in her recent to a horse that is allowed to go as fast as it 
likes.» 

a tight rein on (someone or something) to keep strict control over 
(someone or something): We must keep a tight rein on our 
expenditure this to a horse strictly controlled by the rider.» 
reinvent 

the wheel see 


reputation 


up to one's reputation to behave in the way that one is reputed or 
expected to behave: He lived up to his reputation as a womanizer 
by making a pass at our 

resort 

a or in the last resort see 

resistance 

line of least resistance see 

resource 

(someone) to his or her own resources to let (someone) find his or 
her own way of solving a problem, entertaining himself or herself, 
etc: You can't be responsible for her all the You'll have to leave her 
to her own resources some 

respect 

no respecter of persons not to be influenced by the standing, 
importance, money, etc, of people: Illness is no respecter of 

rest 

to rest to stop: The child's train came to rest just in front of 

it a rest used to tell someone to stop going on and on talking 
about a subject that is annoying or boring: Give it a rest! We 
know that you lost the match unfairly, but there's no use complaining 
to us about 

(someone) to rest to bury (someone): We laid the old man to rest 
assured you can be quite certain: Rest assured we will do a good 
on one's laurels see 

on one's oars see 

rest is history see 


retreat 


a (hasty) retreat see 


return 


to the fold to come back to one's family, an organization, a set of 
principles or beliefs, etc, which one has previously left: He left the 
firm to work overseas but he has now returned to the to a sheep 
returning to the sheep-pen.» 

point of no return see 

rhetorical 

question a question which does not require an answer: What 
happened to the summers of our youth? Don't answer—that was a 
rhetorical question! 

rhyme 

rhyme or reason to without any logical or sensible reason or 
explanation: His attitude to his children is without rhyme or 

rich 

as Croesus extremely rich: He can well afford to pay for the He's 
rich as was a very wealthy ruler of the kingdom of Lydia.» 

it rich to obtain wealth, often suddenly or unexpectedly: He struck 
it rich when he went to work for the old She left him all her 
riddance 


riddance to (someone or something) | am glad to have got rid of 
(someone or something): Good riddance to He was just a 


ride 


riding for a fall to be on a course of action that is likely to lead 
to unpleasant results or disaster for oneself: Just because she's a 
friend of the manager she thinks she can come to work as late as 
she She's riding for a originally to hunting.» 

along for the ride to do something that other people are doing 
just for enjoyment or interest, not because one is seriously 
involved in it: Jim and Mary are going on an archaeological dig this 
weekend and lm going along for the 

a rough ride to receive harsh treatment or suffer an unpleasant 


experience: | hear he had rather a rough ride at his 


out (something) to survive until (something difficult) is over: Many 
small companies did not ride out the literally of a ship keeping 
afloat during a storm.» 

roughshod over (someone) see 

high see 

(someone) for a ride to deceive or trick (someone): He was taking 
her for a ride by pretending to be wealthy when he's actually 
American gangsters' slang for killing someone, from the practice 
of killing someone in a moving vehicle so as not to attract 
attention.» 

rift 

rift in the lute a slight difficulty or disagreement that might 
develop into a major one and ruin a project or relationship: 
They've only been divorced for a short time but | noticed a rift in 
the lute right at the beginning of their to a quotation from 
Tennyson's epic poem, “Idylls of the King". 

right 


right on the money see 


rights rightly, justly: By rights he should not be in a senior 
or keep on the right side of (someone) to act in such a way that 


(someone) feels or continues to feel friendly and well-disposed 


towards one: It is important to keep on the right side of your 
girlfriend's 

one's right arm for (something) see 

one's heart in the right place see 


one's own right independently, because of one's own social 
position, ability, work, etc: She is a princess in her own right, not 
because her husband is a 


one's right mind see 


left hand does not know what his or her right one is doing see 


right and centre see 


all the right noises see 

or Miss Right the perfect man or woman for one to marry: She's 
turned down several proposals of She says she's waiting for Mr 
right in the head deranged, insane, mentally handicapped: The 
young man who attacked her is not right in the 

the right track see 

(something) right to repair, to make all right, to rectify: The 
machine has been put The misunderstanding has been put 
(someone) right to cause (someone) to realize his mistake, 
incorrect beliefs, etc: He thought they were still married but | was 
able to put him 


arm see 


as rain see 

man or woman someone's most valuable and helpful assistant: 
The chief mechanic is the garage owner's right-hand 

off immediately: They told me the name of the nearest supplier right 
(someone) right to be something unpleasant that (someone) 
deserves: It serves her right that he has left She was having an 
affair with his best 


(something) to rights to bring (something) into a correct, 


organized, desired, etc, state: The filing system is chaotic but we'll 
soon set it to 

the right note see 

ring 

dead ringer someone who looks extremely like someone else: He's 
a dead ringer for my younger from the use of the phrase to mean 
a horse, similar to the original, illegally substituted in a race.» 

a ringside seat to be in a position to observe clearly what is 
happening: His mother's had a ringside seat at their marital quarrels 
for refers to boxing.» 


a bell see 


down the curtain (on something) see 


the changes see 


true to sound true, to be convincing: Something about his account 
of the accident did not hold 


riot 


the riot act to (someone) to scold (someone) severely and warn 
him or her to behave better: Their mother read the riot act to the 
children about the state of their Riot Act of 1715 was read to 
unlawful gatherings of people to break the gathering up. If the 
people refused to disperse action could be taken against them.» 
living extravagant, energetic behaviour: After the riotous living of 
Christmas I’m glad to take things 

riot to get out of control: The children run riot in her Wild roses 
run riot in her 

rip 

it rip to do something with a great deal of energy or with a lack 
of restraint: The children's choir were singing some kind of marching 
song and they really let it 

ripe 

ripe old age see 

rise 

up with or rise with the lark see 

and shine to get out of bed and be lively and cheerful: It's time to 
rise and 

from the ashes see 

to the bait see 

to the occasion see 

a rise out of (someone) to tease or make fun of (someone) so 
that he or she gets annoyed: You should try to ignore it when he 
takes a rise out of 


risk 


life and limb see 


one's neck see 


the risk of (something or doing something) to do (something) that 
involves a risk of (something or doing something): He runs the 
risk of killing himself when he drives so 

river 

(someone) down the river to to betray or be disloyal to (someone): 
He sold his friend down the river by telling the police that she had 
been present at the historically to selling slaves from the upper 
Mississippi states to buyers in Louisiana where working and living 
conditions were much harsher.> 

road 

roads lead to Rome see 

the show on the road see 

the road start out on a journey: If we're to get there by nightfall 
we'll have to hit the road 

for the road one last drink before leaving: Don't go Let's have one 
for the 

roaring 

a roaring trade in (something) to be selling a lot of (something): 
We're doing a roaring trade in ice-cream in this hot 

drunk extremely, and often noisily, drunk: They all got roaring drunk 
after their team 

rob 


robbery see 


Peter to pay Paul to pay (someone) with the money that should 
go to pay a debt owed to (someone else): He paid the gas bill 
with the rent money, which was just robbing Peter to pay to Saints 


Peter and Paul who share the same feast day, 29 July. 


rock 


a rock and a hard place in a situation in which one is faced with 
a choice between two equally unpleasant or unacceptable 
alternatives: | was between a rock and a hard | had missed the last 
bus and either had to stay at the bus stop until the first bus in the 
morning or walk many miles in the dark and 

the rocks (1) in difficulties, in danger of being destroyed or ruined: 
Their marriage is on the (2) of a drink, served with ice cubes: He 
asked for a whisky on the 

as a rock extremely steady, motionless: The surgeon's hand was 
steady as a 

rocket 

rocket science used to indicate that something is quite easy and 
does not require much intellect or skill: | only asked her to look 
after the reception desk for ten minutes while | took a It wasn't 
rocket science! 

rod 

the lightning rod for (something) see 

a rod for one's own back to do something which is going to cause 
harm or problems for oneself in the future: If you charge too little 
for your work now you will be making a rod for your own Your 
employers will not want to raise the amount they are paying 
(someone or something) with a rod of iron see 

the rod and spoil the child if a child is not punished for being 
naughty it will have a bad effect on his or her character: She lets 
that child do what he likes and she will regret it. It will be a case of 
spare the rod and spoil the 


rogue 

rogue's gallery a police collection of photographs of known 
criminals: When she was attacked the police asked her if she 
recoghized anybody in their rogue's 


roll 


rolling stone (gathers no moss) a person who does not stay very 
long in one place (does not acquire very much in the way of 
possessions or responsibilities): He has no furniture to put in an 
unfurnished He's a rolling 

roll in the hay an informal way of describing having sex, especially 
when this is not part of a serious relationship: Jane doesn't know 
that Robert had a roll in the hay with her best friend before she and 
he got 

on a roll used to indicate that things are going well and that 
good progress is being made: Sales were disappointing last year, but 
we're on a roll now. We'll soon have to take on more sales 

rolling in it or in money to have a great deal of money: He lives 
in a very small flat although he's rolling in 

rolling in the aisles to be laughing very heartily: The comedian had 
the audience rolling in the 

will roll see 

on may (a particular time) come soon: Roll on the return to 
school! The children are driving me 

Rome 

roads lead to Rome all ways of fulfilling an aim or intention end 
in the same result and so it does not does not matter which way 
one uses: You might not like my method of fund-raising but all 
roads lead to 


while Rome burns to do nothing while something important is 
being ruined or destroyed: By doing nothing about the rate of 
unemployment the government is being accused of fiddling while 
Rome Emperor Nero was said to have played on a lyre while 
Rome was burning.» 

was not built in a day a difficult task cannot be completed quickly: 
The new company has very few orders yet, but Rome was not built 


in a 


in Rome do as the Romans do one should follow the customs, 
behaviour, etc, of the people one is visiting or living with: He 
should try to eat some Spanish food instead of looking for somewhere 
that sells English When in Rome do as the Romans saying of St 
Ambrose.» 

romp 

home see 

roof 

a roof over one's head to have somewhere to live: It's just a small 
room in a flat but at least it's a roof over your 

the roof same as hit the ceiling see 

rooftop 

(something) from the rooftops to tell a great many people about 
(something): Pam was so excited about winning the prize that she 
went around shouting it from the 

room 

to be enough room to swing a cat see 

to give (someone or something) house room see 

roost 


come home to roost see 


the roost to be the person in charge whose wishes or orders are 
obeyed: The son rules the roost in that The father hardly ever 

root 

and branch thoroughly and completely: The government should get 
rid of that out-dated law root and 

to the spot see 

(something) out to destroy or get rid of something completely: The 
new regime was determined to root out any 

grass roots see 


rope 


(someone) enough rope (and he will hang himself) let (someone 
foolish) act as he or she pleases and he or she will bring about 
his or her own ruin, downfall, misfortune, etc: | know he's running 
the department badly but don't Give him enough rope and he will 
hang 

the ropes to know the details and methods associated with a 
business, procedure, activity, etc: This is his first day as He'll soon 
get to know the 

for old rope see 

the ropes used to describe a situation which is very close to 
failure or defeat: | can’t see Frank's business lasting; it's been on the 
ropes for several 

(someone) in to include (someone), to ask (someone) to join in, 
often against his or her will: I’ve been roped in to help with the 


running of the school to lassoing cattle in the American West.> 


(someone) the ropes to teach (someone) the details and methods 
involved (in something): You'll soon know your way around the Your 
sister will show you the 

rose 


of_roses_see 


up_smelling_of roses to come out of a situation with some kind of 


advantage when it was expected to result in blame or harm for 
one: All the other pupils were punished for their part in the prank, 
but Julie somehow managed to come up smelling of 

coming up roses everything is turning out to be successful or 
happy: The business was doing badly last year but now everything’s 
coming up 


at (someone or something) through rose-coloured or rose-tinted 


spectacles or glasses to view (someone or something) in an 


extremely optimistic light: She doesn't see his She looks at him 


through rose-coloured 


rough 
up rough to get very nasty: He always seemed so pleasant but he 
cut up rough when he didn't get his own 


(someone) the rough edge of one's tongue to scold or criticize 


(someone) severely: lII give that child the rough edge of my tongue 
for letting the dog 


some/a few rough edges see 


rough to live without proper housing, often outside all the time, 


and without the usual amenities: The escaped prisoner lived rough 


before he was 


roughshod over (someone) to treat (someone) without any respect 


and without any regard for his or her views or feelings: He never 
listens to anything anyone else He just rides roughshod over them 
and carries out his own are roughshod to give a better grip on icy, 
etc, roads.» 

and ready (1) not polished or carefully done or made, but good 
enough: His cooking is a bit rough and ready but the food tastes all 
(2) not having polished manners: The villagers made us welcome 
but they were a bit rough and 

and tumble disorderly struggle: He was too timid for the rough and 
tumble of the business boxing slang for a fight in which the usual 
rules do not apply.» 

the rough with the smooth to accept the disadvantages as well as 
the benefits of a situation: The baby cries all night but she's 
adorable and you have to take the rough with the 

round 

round to (something) to find time and opportunity to do 
(something), to do something when one can: | never seem to get 
round to writing 


round the houses see 


the rounds to be passed from person to person: ! believe there's flu 
going the 

round figures or numbers to the nearest whole number, especially 
one that can be divided by ten: He would prefer the quote in 
round figures, i.e. 

the twist see 

trip the journey to somewhere plus the journey back: The round 
trip to my parents’ home will take about five 

row 


amount to a row of beans see 


rub 


(something) in to keep reminding someone about (something 
which he or she would rather forget): | know | shouldn't have 
offended her, but there's no need to rub it 

(someone's) nose in it see 

off on (to) (someone) to be passed to (someone), to affect 
(someone): Some of his rudeness seems to have rubbed off onto his 
salt in the wound see 

shoulders with (someone) see 

(someone) up the wrong way to to irritate (someone): He always 
seems to rub people up the wrong to rubbing an animal's coat up 
the wrong way. 

the rub that's the problem: We need an assistant but we need to 
find the money to pay There's the to a quotation from 
Shakespeare's Act 3, scene i.» 

Rubicon 

the Rubicon see 

rude 

a rude awakening see 

ruffle 


(someone's). feathers see 


rug 

the rug (out) from under (someone) suddenly to stop giving 
important help or support to (someone), to leave (someone) in a 
weak position: The landlord pulled the rug from under her by asking 
her to leave when the baby was 

ruin 

to rack and ruin see 

rule 


rules see 


of thumb a rough or inexact guide used for calculations of some 


kind: | just measured the windows by rule of 


(someone or something) with a rod of iron see 


the roost see 


exception proves the rule see 
golden rule see 

run 

dry run see 


run for (someone's) money a creditable or worthy performance or 


opposition: They thought they would defeat us easily but we gave 
them a run for their money and nearly racing term indicating that 
the horse one has backed has actually raced although it has not 
won.» 

running battle see 

up and running see 

cup runneth over someone feels very happy: Her cup runneth Her 
son has returned safe and unhurt from the biblical reference to 
Psalms 23:5.» 

the ground running see 

the long run see 

the running with a chance of success: We don't know if he'll get 


the job but he's certainly in the running for 


the running to be the leader, to set the pace, fashion or standard: 
The large firms make the running in the technological 

the run running away: There are two prisoners on the 

across (someone or something) to meet or find (someone or 
something) by chance: | ran across an old friend 


a mile see 


in the family see 

its course to continue to its natural end, to develop naturally: Your 
child will get better. We just have to let the infection run its 

the person, animal or thing that comes second in a competition, 
race, etc: The runner-up got a silver 


see 


oneself into the ground see 
out of steam see 


out on (someone or something) to abandon (someone or 
something): She ran out on her husband and 

riot see 

the gauntlet see 

(someone or something) to earth see 


(something) up the flagpole see 

wild see 

with it to make the best possible use of an opportunity, idea, etc: 
If they've offered you a job, run with They're one of the best 
companies in the 

a running jump go away: He asked her out but she told him to 
take a running 

rush 

rushed off one's feet to be very busy: We were rushed off our feet in 


the shop 


a rush of blood to the head to to do something daring or rash 
which one would not usually do: Anna is usually very cautious, but 
she had a rush of blood to the head and bet a lot of money on a 
horse when she was taken to the 

ones fences see 

rush hour a period when there is a lot of traffic on the roads, 
usually when people are going to, or leaving, work: | avoid the 
rush hour by going to work 

rune 

the runes to examine and interpret a situation according to one's 
skill and experience: Their accountants read the runes correctly and 
the company was prepared for the recession when it are the letters 
of an ancient alphabet with secret or magic meaning. » 

rut 

a rut in a routine, monotonous way of life: He's leaving his job 
because he feels he's in a to the rut made by a cartwheel, etc, 


which is difficult to get out of. 


sabre 

one's sabre to put on a show of anger or fierceness without 
resorting to physical force in order to frighten someone: It is 
unlikely the dictator will invade the neighbouring He's only rattling his 
sack 

the sack to be dismissed from one's job: If he's late for work once 
more he'll get the the sack in which workmen carried their tools 
and belongings.» 

and ashes sorrow or apology for what one has done or failed to 
do: He apologized profusely to her for being so It was a case of 
sackcloth and in mourning used to wear sackcloth and throw ashes 
over their heads. The phrase has several biblical references, 
including Matthew 11:21.» 

sacred 

sacred cow see 

sacrifice 

sacrificed on the altar of 

safe 

on the safe side not to take any risks: | don't think it will rain but 
I'll take my umbrella to be on the same 

and sound totally unharmed: The missing children were found safe 
and sound at a friend's 


as houses see 


safety in numbers it is safer to undertake a risky venture if there 
are several people involved: He wouldn't go on strike on his own 
but his colleagues are joining him and he feels there's safety in 


sail 


sailing. see 

close to the wind to to come close to breaking the law or a rule: 
The second-hand car dealer is not a convicted criminal but he sails 
very close to the 

under false colours to pretend to be different in character, beliefs, 
status, work, etc, than is really the case: He said that he is a 
qualified teacher, but he is sailing under false to a ship flying a flag 
other than its own, as pirate ships sometimes did.» 


the wind out of (someone's) sails see 


salad 


salad days (someone's) carefree and inexperienced youth: In our 
salad days we didn't mind the discomfort of Shakespeare's Antony 
and Act 1, scene v.» 

salt 

the salt in a humble, lowly or despised position: Now that she is 
in an executive position she regards all her former colleagues as being 
below the the salt container marked the division at a dinner table 
between the rich and important people and the more lowly 
people, the important people being near the top and so above the 
salt.» 


a dose of salts see 


salt in the wound to to make someone feel worse: He left her and 


rubbed salt in the wound by laughing about it with his used to be 


used as an antiseptic but it was painful on raw wounds.» 


(something) with a grain to or pinch of salt to treat (something) 
with some disbelief: He says that he is an experienced sailor but I'd 
take that with a pinch of 

salt of the earth someone very worthy or good: Her mother would 
help anyone in She's the salt of the biblical reference to Matthew 


5:13.» 


one's salt worth the money one is paid, of any worth: If she can't 
take telephone messages properly she's not worth her was once a 
valuable commodity and the reference is to that given to servants 
or workers.» 

Samaritan 

good Samaritan someone who helps people when they are in 
need: A good Samaritan gave me a lift to the garage when | ran 
out of biblical reference to the parable in Luke 10.» 

same 

all the same to (someone) to be a matter of no importance to 
(someone): It’s all the same to me if he goes or 

in the same mould as (someone) see 

on the same page see 


be in the same league as (someone). see 


from the same hymn or song. sheet see 

same old story see 

sand 

(something) on sand to establish (something) without having 
enough support, money, likelihood of survival, etc, to make it 
secure or practicable: The new business is built on The market for 


its products is too biblical reference to Matthew 7:26.» 


as a sandboy see 

shifting sands of (something) used to describe a situation which 
keeps changing and so is difficult to deal with: Given the shifting 
sands of the current political situation, it is impossible to predict 
which party will win the next 

sardine 

like sardines crowded very close together: So many people turned up 
to the protest meeting that we were packed like are sold tightly 
packed in tins.» 


savage 


savage see 

save 

or put away or save (something) for a rainy day see 
by the bell see 

one's skin see 

the day see 

grace see 

sauce 

sauce for the goose is sauce for the gander see 

say 


one's piece see 
the word see 


no saying it is impossible to know or guess, there is no way of 
knowing or guessing: There's no saying how long the meeting will 
They have so many issues to 

can say that again! you're absolutely rightl: “I think that shop is 
very expensive." "You can say that again!" 

scales 


the scales to be the factor that decides some issue, or causes 
events to happen in a certain way: We couldn't decide between a 
holiday in Greece or one in Italy but the cheaper flight to Rome 
tipped the scales in favour of 

scarlet 

woman an immoral or promiscuous woman: His mother treats her 
like a scarlet woman because she is biblical reference to the woman 
in scarlet in Revelation 17.» 

scene 

the scenes out of sight of the public, etc: Our hostess took all the 
credit for the successful dinner party but she had a team of caterers 
working behind the literally to people in a theatrical production 


who work behind the scenery, offstage.> 


on the scene to arrive or appear: They were happily married until 
that young woman came on the 

(someone's) scene not the kind of thing that (someone) likes: 
Opera is not his scene; he prefers 

the scene for (something) to prepare the way for (something), to 
be the forerunner of (something): His disagreement with his 
assistant on his first day in the job set the scene for their working 
relationship all the time he was with the originally to the 
preparation of the stage for theatrical action.» 

scent 

(someone) off the scent to distract (someone) from a search for 
someone or something, for example by giving him or her wrong 
information: The police were thrown off the scent of the real killer by 
someone making a false to dogs.» 


scheme 


best-laid schemes of mice and men (gang aft agley) the most 
carefully arranged plans (often go wrong): We had checked our 
holiday itinerary to the last detail but you know what they say about 
the best laid plans of mice and to a quotation from Robert Burns's 
poem, "To a Mouse”.> 

school 

the old school believing in or practising customs, codes of 
behaviour, ideas, etc, no longer popular: She's of the old She 
always wears a hat and gloves when going to visit 

school of hard knocks see 

science 

(someone) with science to talk about something in such a 
complicated technical way that it is difficult for a layperson to 
understand: Sam was supposed to be explaining the new computer 
system to the office staff, but he just blinded them with 


rocket science see 


score 
the score to know exactly what is involved, to know all the facts of 
a situation: They knew the score and were aware that their new 
employee had a police record before they employed to know from 
the score in a game who is likely to win or lose.» 

an own goal see 

old scores to get revenge for wrongs committed in the past: I 
know he went off with your wife years ago but there's no point in 
settling old 

scot 


without being punished or hurt: The police knew he was guilty but 
he got off scot-free because she gave him a false referred to Scots 
not having to pay a form of tax.» 

scrape 

the (bottom of the) barrel see 

scratch 

see 

the surface (of something) see 

from scratch to start from the very beginning, without any 
advantages: There were no furniture and fittings at all in the new 
We had to start from scratch and buy to the starting line (formerly 
scratched on the ground), from which runners start unless their 
handicap allows them to start further down the track. 

to scratch up to the required standard: The pupil will have to 
repeat the year if his work is not up to originally to a scratch in 
the centre of a boxing ring to which boxers had to make their 
way unaided after being knocked down to prove that they were fit 
to continue.» 

scream 

blue murder see 


screw 


a screw loose to be deranged, to be very foolish: She must have a 
screw loose to marry such a violent literally to malfunctioning 


machinery. 


the screws on (someone) to exert pressure or force to get 
(someone) to do something: He didn't want to give them a room 
but they really put the screws on to thumbscrews, an instrument of 
torture. 

up one's courage see 

Scrooge 

an extremely mean person: He didn't give them a wedding He's an 
old to a character in Charles Dickens's A Christmas 

Scylla 


Scylla and Charybdis faced with having to choose between two 


equally undesirable choices: Barry was between the Scylla of 
accepting punishment for a crime which he had not committed and 
the Charybdis of being beaten up or killed by the friends of the real 
criminal, if he told the police the to Homer's in which Odysseus 
had to sail down a narrow strait between Scylla, a monster on a 
rock, and Charybdis, an extremely dangerous whirlpool.» 

sea 

sea change a complete change in a situation, someone's opinion, 
attitude, etc: There has been a sea change in the kind of food we 
eat since we became more health 

at sea puzzled, bewildered: She was all at sea trying to cope with 
the rows of 

seal 

lips are sealed see 

(someone's) fate see 


agreement or approval to (something): The council have set their 


seal on our proposal for a new nursery to sign (something) by 
attaching a wax seal to it.» 


seam 


bursting at the seams to be extremely full: All the classrooms are 


bursting at the seams and so the school cannot possibly accept any 
more 

or fall apart at the seams to be in a state of collapse or ruin: The 
educational system there is in danger of falling apart at the clothes 
coming to pieces.» 

seamy side (of life) the rough, nasty, low aspect (of life): She saw 
the seamy side of life when she was to the seamed or wrong side 
of a garment in Shakespeare's Act 4, scene ii. 

search 

high and low for (someone or something) same as hunt high and 
low see 

season 

season on (someone or something) used to describe a time when 
someone or something is being subjected to a great deal of 
criticism or attack: It seems to be open season on politicians’ private 
season refers to the period when certain animals, birds or fish 
may be killed.> 

silly_season_see 

seat 

on the edge of your seat see 

bums on seats see 

a ringside seat see 

the hot seat see 

second 

second hand not directly, from someone else: | didn’t hear about 
his injury from | heard it at second 


one’s second wind see 


second fiddle to (someone) see 
childhood see 


nature a firmly established habit: It is second nature to her to work 
night 

not of the highest quality, inferior: Their team last year was very 
good but this year's team is 

sight the supposed power of seeing into the future: She said that 
she had second sight and knew that she would die 

thoughts a change of opinion, decision, etc: They've had second 
thoughts about 

secret 

open secret see 

see 

daylight see 


double see 


further than the end of one's nose see 

how the land lies see 

life see 

red see 

stars see 

the light see 

things see 

through (someone or something) not to be deceived by (someone 
or something): We saw through his trick to get us out of the 
which way the wind blows see 

seed 


to seed to become shabby and uncared-for: This area of town has 
gone to to plants seeding after flowering and being no longer 


attractive or useful.» 


seize 

the day see 

sell 

past one's sell-by date see 

(someone) down the river see 

send 

(someone) to Coventry see 

(something) up to ridicule or make fun of (something), especially 
through parody or satire: In the playwright's latest comedy he sends 
up the medical 

sense 

sixth sense see 

to one's senses to begin to behave or think sensibly: He was going 
to leave his job but he came to his senses when he looked around 
for 

Sense see 

of proportion see 

leave of one's senses to become deranged or very foolish: | think 
she's taken leave of her She's going to marry that womanizer from 
the 


separate 
the sheep from the goats see 
sepulchre 


sepulchre see 


serve 


a or the purpose see 
(someone) right see 


service 


(someone's) service ready to be of assistance to (someone): His 
chauffeur is at our service for the 

seen good service to have been well used and reliable. 

(someone or something) into service see 

set 

set in stone see 

about (someone or something) (1) to begin (something or doing 
something): How will you set about finding someone for the job? (2) 
to attack (someone): The thug set about the old man with an iron 
one's cap at (someone) see 


one's face against (someone or something) see 


one's heart on (something) see 

one's or the seal (of approval) on (something) see 
one's sights on (something) see 

one's teeth on edge see 

out one's stall see 

the cat among the pigeons see 

the pace for see 

the wheels in motion see 


(something) to rights see 


settle 
old scores see 
up (with someone) to pay what one owes (someone): If you pay 


the bill now we'll settle up with you 


seven 
sixes and sevens see 

seventh heaven see 

sewn 

sewn up completely settled or arranged: Our expansion plans are all 
sewn 


shade 


(someone or something) in the shade to be much better, etc, than 
(someone or something): Her dancing puts that of her fellow pupils 
totally in the to making someone seem dark by being so much 
brighter oneself. 

of (someone or something) that reminds me of (someone or 
something): Shades of school! The food served at this conference is 
exactly like the school dinners we used to have to is as though the 
shade or ghost of someone or something were present. 

shadow 

to a shadow made exhausted and thin by over-working: She's worn 
to a shadow because of all the overtime she has had to 

shaggy 

shaggy dog. story see 

shaker 

movers and shakers see 

shakes 

two shakes of a lamb's tail to in a very short time: I'll get it for 
you in two shakes of a lamb's 

great shakes not very good or important: She's no great shakes as a 


tennis 


shame 

crying shame see 

shank 

shanks's pony on foot: There's no proper You'll have to go on 
shanks's to "shank" meaning leg.» 

shape 

(someone or something) into shape to get (something) into the 
desired or good condition: The office system is chaotic but we'll 
soon knock it into 


(someone or something) into shape see 


up to be developing into the desired state or form: The new player 
wasn't very good to start with but he's shaping 


up or ship out used to tell someone that he/she should start 


acting in a more responsible or appropriate way or get out: The 
trainee has been given several warnings about his unpunctuality and 
carelessness and he's now been told to shape up or ship 

sharp 

sharp be quick: Look The bus is coming. 

as a razor see 

practice dishonest dealing: Their accounts department has been found 
guilty of sharp 

sheep 

wolf in sheep's clothing see 


sheep see 


might as well be hanged for a sheep as a lamb to if (someone) is 
going to do something slightly wrong and have to pay the same 
penalty as for biggier crimes, they might as well do the latter and 
get more benefit: By now your wife is already angry at you for 
being late home so you might as well have another drink and be 
hanged for a sheep as a to the fact that at one time in our past 
it didn't matter whether you stole a small lamb or a large sheep, 
both actions were punishable by death.» 

the sheep from the goats to to distinguish in some way the good, 
useful, talented, etc, people from the bad, useless or stupid, etc, 
ones: The teacher said that the exam would separate the sheep from 
the biblical reference to Matthew 25:32..> 

sheet 

as a sheet extremely pale: She went white as a sheet when she 
heard the 

shelf 


the shelf unmarried and unlikely to get married because of being 
unattractive, old, etc: She thinks she's on the shelf at 23! to goods 
that are not sold.» 

shell 

out of one's shell to become less shy: The child has come out of 
her shell since she went to to a tortoise or crab, etc.» 

shift 

shifting sands of (something) see 

shine 

a shine to (someone) to become fond of (someone): He's taken a 
real shine to the girl in the 

ship 

a tight ship see 


up or ship out see 


and Bristol fashion neat, in good order: She likes everything 
shipshape and Bristol applied to ships. Bristol was formerly the 
largest port in Britain.» 

that pass in the night people who meet by chance and only on 
one occasion: | met her at a conference but she was just a ship 
that passed in the to a quotation from the poem "Tales of a 
Wayside Inn” by Henry Wadsworth Longfellow.> 

the ship for a ha'porth of tar to to spoil something of value by 
not buying or doing something which would improve it but not 
cost very much: She spent a fortune on an evening dress but refused 
to buy an evening bag—she carried her old Trust her to spoil a ship 
for a ha'porth of «"Ship" is dialect here for "sheep"—tar used to 
be used to prevent infections in sheep or to treat wounds.» 
(someone's) ship comes in when (someone) becomes rich or 
successful: We'll buy a new car when my ship comes to merchants 
waiting for their ships to return with goods to sell. 

shirt 


stuffed shirt see 

one's shirt on not to become angry: Keep your shirt She didn't mean 
to bump your 

one’s shirt on (someone or something) to bet everything on 
(someone or something): | would have put my shirt on her winning 
the 

shoe 

(someone's) shoes in (someone else's) place: | wouldn't want to be 


in your shoes when he sees the 


a shoestring using very little money: We organized our holiday on a 
into dead men's shoes see 

shoo 

a shoo-in to be certain to win or be successful: Martin is a shoo-in 
for the post of manager; the other applicants don't have his 
administrative 

shoot 

a line see 

(something) down in flames to destroy: Recent research will shoot his 
theory down in to destroying aircraft by shooting at them.» 


ones mouth off see 


whole (bang) shoot or the whole shooting match to absolutely the 


whole lot: He wants to sell the whole bang shoot before he goes 
shop 

over the shop all over the place: In her office there are books all 
over the 

up shop to stop working: It’s 5 o'clock—time to shut up 

shop to talk about one’s work: | try to avoid my colleagues They 
keep talking 

short 

a short head by a very small amount: She got there before me by a 


short to horse-racing.> 


or taken short having a sudden, urgent need to go to the toilet: 


He was caught short and looked for a public 


a long story short see 


the short straw see 

(someone or something) short shrift to spend very little time or 
thought on (someone or something): He gave her short shrift when 
she asked for her job shrift was the short time given to a criminal 
for confession before execution.» 

short not to have or take enough of something that one needs: 
She goes short of food herself to feed the 

short work of (something) to deal with or get rid of (something) 
very quickly: We'll make short work of washing these 

short of (something) to begin not to have enough of (something): 
We're running short of 

(someone or something) short not to do justice to, to belittle 
(someone or something): He always sells his wife short but she's 
actually very pleasant and give a customer less than the correct 
amount of something.» 

and sweet short and to the point: His goodbye was short and 
short of (something) see 

shot 

long shot a guess or attempt unlikely to be accurate or successful, 
but worth trying: It's a long shot, but you might get his address 
from the local 

shot across the bows something given as a warning: The lawyer's 


letter was just a shot across the naval warfare.» 


shot in the arm something that helps to revive (something): He 
should look for more The business needs a shot in the an injection 
in the arm.» 


shot in the dark see 


shot an important person: The big shots on the board are having a 
the shots to be in charge of events or a situation: The old man's 
retired and it's his son who's calling the shots in the firm 

a shot very quickly or willingly: If my aunt were to invite me to 
visit her, l'd go like a 


wedding a forced wedding, usually because the bride is pregnant: 


He was forced into a shotgun wedding by her the idea that the 
groom was forced into the wedding by shotgun.» 
shoulder 


shoulder to cry on a sympathetic listener: She doesn't need someone 


to scold She needs a shoulder to cry 


(someone) the cold shoulder see 


a chip on one's shoulder see 

a (good) head on one's shoulders see 

broad shoulders see 

one's shoulder to the wheel to begin to work hard: If this project is 
going to be finished on time, we'll have to put our shoulders to the 
to putting one's shoulder to the wheel of a cart, etc, to push it 


out of muddy ground, etc.» 


shoulders with (someone) to associate closely with (someone): She 
rubbed shoulders with all kinds of people in her 

to shoulder side by side: The two men fought shoulder to shoulder 
in the last 


shout 


shouting match see 


(something) from the rooftops see 


shove 


push comes to shove see 
show 
show of hands a vote expressed by people raising their hands: The 


decision to strike was taken by a show of 


show for appearance, in order to impress people: The country's 
annual military procession is just for 

the show on the road to get something started or put into 
operation: Get everybody out of bed! It’s time we got this show on 
the originally of a theatre company going on tour.» 

the show to be in charge of an organisation, etc: | don’t know 
what will happen to our There's a new man running the show to the 
world of theatre.» 

one's face see 

one's hand see 

oneself in one's true colours see 

off to behave in such a way as to impress others with one's 
possessions, ability, etc: The child has just learnt to dance and is 
showing 

ones paces see 

one's teeth see 

the flag see 

the white feather see 


the show to attract the most attention at an event: The little flower 
girl stole the show at the to someone getting most of the applause 


at a theatrical performance.> 


shrift 

(someone or something) short shrift see 
shy 

shy of (something) see 

sick 


and tired of something weary of or bored of something: I’m sick of 
the sight of this old 1 wish | had a new 

as a parrot very disappointed: He's sick as a parrot he didn’t get 
the 


at heart very sad: She is sick at heart because her husband is 
seriously 

side 

bit on the side see 

or keep on the right side of (someone) see 

on the wrong side of (someone) see 

the side down to hinder one's colleagues by not performing, etc, 
as well as they have: His team-mates all won their matches but he 
let the side down by being beaten very 

the side in a way other than by means of one's ordinary 
occupation: He has a full-time job as a teacher but he earns a lot 
on the side as a 

the side of the angels see 

by on the other side see 

by side beside one another: They climbed the hill side by 


sides to support a particular person, group, etc, against another: 
Two of the women in the office quarrelled and everyone else took 
sieve 

a memory like a sieve to be extremely forgetful: Don't expect him 
to remember the date of the He's got a memory like a 

sign 

on the dotted line to to make a firm commitment to do 
something, often one that is legally binding: Donald and Jim 
decided to go into business together and they signed on the dotted 
line to the signing of a formal agreement or contract.» 

signal 

signals see 

sight 

sight for sore eyes see 

or set one's sights on (something) to try to obtain (something): She 


set her sights on the big house at the edge of the to the sights of 


a gun.» 
(someone) by sight to be able to recognise (someone) without ever 
having spoken to them: | know some of the other parents by 

be able to stand the sight of (someone) to dislike (someone) very 
much: The two women are friendly but their husbands can’t stand 
the sight of each 

of sight, out of mind to one ceases to think about someone who 
has gone away or about something which is no longer in front of 
one: He rarely mentions his girlfriend, who is It seems to be a case 


of out of sight, out of 


sight see 
silence 


is golden it is better to say nothing in a particular situation: In 


order to keep the children quiet the teacher told them that silence is 
silent 

silent majority the people who make up most of the population 
but who rarely make their views known, although these are 
thought to be moderate and reasonable: The politician said it was 
time the silent majority had an influence on the 

silk 

can't make a silk purse out of a sow's ear to one cannot make 
something good or special out of poor materials: She is not really 
a poor The pupils aren't very bright and you can’t make a silk purse 
out of a sow's 

silly 

silly season a period of the year, usually late summer, when the 
newspapers have a lot of unimportant stories in the absence of 
important news: There's a story in this about a funny-shaped It must 
be the silly 


silver 


with a silver spoon in one's mouth to be born into an aristocratic 
or wealthy family: She's never worked in her She was born with a 
silver spoon in her from the custom of giving a christening present 
of a silver teaspoon.» 

cloud has a silver lining see 

(something) handed to one on a silver platter see 

sin 


a multitude of sins see 


in sin to live together without being married: Her parents regard 
their living together as living in 

as sin extremely ugly: He said the girl we invited as his partner was 
ugly as 

sink 

but the kitchen sink see 

sing 

all-dancing see 

isn't over till the fat lady sings see 

from the same hymn or song sheet to to be in agreement about 
something, often to show this agreement publicly: The prime 
minister will hope that all the members of the government will sing 
from the same hymn sheet when they are asked by the press about 
the 

(someone's or something's) praises see 

sit 

sitting duck see 

on a goldmine see 

at (someone's) feet see 

in judgement see 


on the fence see 


(something) out to do nothing and simply wait for the end of 


(something) unpleasant: Small firms should try to sit out the 


tight see 
pretty see 


Six 


sixth sense intuition, an ability to feel or realize something not 
perceived by the five senses: A sixth sense told him that he was 
not 

sixes and sevens in a state of confusion and chaos: With so many 
visitors staying the house was at sixes and 


(someone) for six to take (someone) completely by surprise: The 


news of his promotion knocked him for to cricket—literally to score 
six runs off a bowl.» 

of one and half a dozen of another so similar as to make no 
difference: We can either go by train or It is six of one and half a 
dozen of a dozen is six.» 

sixty 

sixty-four-thousand-dollar question the most important and/or difficult 
question: Only one of us will be The sixty-four-thousand-dollar 
question is who it will an American quiz game in which the 
contestant won one dollar for the first question, two for the 
second, four for the third, up to the last when he or she won 
sixty-four dollars or lost it all. 

size 

(someone) down to size to humble (someone), to reduce 
(someone's) sense of his or her own importance: He threatened to 
cut his young assistant down to size for being impertinent to 

up (someone or something) to consider carefully and form an 
opinion of the worth, nature, etc, of (someone or something): You 
should size up the employment situation before leaving your 

skate 

one's skates on to hurry up: Get your skates We'll miss the 


on thin ice see 


skeleton 


a skeleton in the cupboard to have a closely kept secret about 


some cause of shame: We didn't know that they had a skeleton in 
the cupboard until a family friend told us that their grandfather had 
murdered their 

skid 

on the skids to be doing very badly or unsuccessfully and be very 
likely to fail: Pam and Bob have finally got divorced; their marriage 
has been on the skids for 

skin 

the skin of one's teeth only just, very narrowly: He passed the exam 
by the skin of his 

out of one's skin to get a very great fright or shock: | jumped out 
of my skin when the door 


skin off my, etc, nose no difference to me, etc, of no concern to 


me, etc: It's no skin off my nose whether he comes to the party or 
one's skin to save one's life or one's career: He didn't bother about 
his wounded He just wanted to save his own 

and bone extremely thin: That pony is just skin and 

sky 

sky-high to go very high: The price of petrol has gone 

in the sky see 

(someone or something) to the skies to praise (someone) extremely 
highly: He praises his new assistant to the 

sky's the limit there is no upper limit: He doesn't think about 
money when he buys her a The sky's the 

slap 


slap in the face a rebuff: Her refusal to come to dinner was a slap 
in the face to her 


slap on the wrist a reprimand: She'll get a slap on the wrist for 
forgetting to give the boss that 

and tickle playful lovemaking: They were having a bit of slap and 
tickle on the park 

sleep 

sleep (over something) to worry or be anxious about (something): 
She's left him but he won't lose any sleep over 

sleep a wink see 

(something) to sleep to kill (an animal) painlessly because it is 
incurably ill, etc: The vet put the dog to sleep when it lost the use 
of its 

around to be promiscuous: She seems very respectable now but she 
slept around in her 

like a log see 

like a top see 

with (someone) to have sexual intercourse with (someone): His wife 
doesn't know that he is sleeping with another 

sleeve 

or keep (something) up one's sleeve to keep (a plan, etc) in reserve 
or secret for possible use at a later time: We're not beaten | have 
a scheme up my to cheating at cards by having a card up one's 
sleeve.» 

up one's sleeve at (someone or something) see 

slice 

slice of the cake see 


slip 

Freudian slip see 

slip of the tongue a word or phrase said in mistake for another: 
He called her Mary but it was just a slip of the 

(someone) the slip to succeed in escaping from or evading 


(someone): The escaped prisoner gave the police the 


(something) slip to say or reveal (something) accidentally: I’m sorry 
| let slip that you are 

one's mind see 

through the net see 

many a slip "twixt cup and lip to something can easily go wrong 
with a project, etc, before it is completed: We hope we'll get the 
house but the contract isn’t signed yet and there's many a slip "twixt 
cup and 

slow 

slow deliberately to work less quickly than usual as a form of 
protest: The voters voted not to strike but to go 


on the uptake see 


small 

a small world an expression used when one meets someone one 
knows somewhere unexpected: We went to Australia on holiday and 
met our next-door neighbours. It's a small world! 

(someone) look small to make (someone) seem foolish or 
insignificant: He made her look small by criticizing her work in front 
of all of 

talk light conversation about trivial matters: He always talks about 
his work. He has no small 

wonder it is not at all surprising: Small wonder she's got no spends 


it all on 


small print the parts of a document where important information 


is given without being easily noticed: Read all those legal clauses 
very Don't ignore the small 

(wee) small hours see 

smart 

smart Alec someone who thinks he or she is very clever: He's such 
a smart Alec that he tries to teach us our 


smart to be quick: If you look smart you'll catch the last 


smart money is on (something) see 

smash 

smash-and-grab a robbery in which a shop window is smashed and 
goods grabbed from behind it: Lots of gold jewellery was stolen in 
a smash-and-grab robbery on the high 

smash hit a great success: The magician was a smash hit at the 
children's referred to a very successful popular song.» 

smear 

campaign an attempt to blacken or damage someone's reputation 
by making accusations or spreading rumours about him or her: 
He started a smear campaign against the opposing 

smell 

up smelling of roses see 

a rat see 

of the lamp see 


smoke 


smoke in (someone's) face to to try to confuse or deceive 
(someone): Steve drew up a complicated expansion plan to try to 
attract investors to his company, but he was blowing smoke in their 
faces; the firm was practically 

up in smoke to end in nothing: He had a great many plans but 
they all went up in 

that in your pipe and smoke it! see 


signals indications which show intentions, views, feelings, etc, when 


these are not actually stated: Sue always says that she is happily 
married, but her expression sends out smoke signals that suggest 
no smoke without fire there is always some kind of basis to a 
rumour, however untrue it appears to be: He denies that he ever 
fathered a son, but there's no smoke without 


snail 


a snail's pace extremely slowly: The children wandered along at a 
snail's 
snake 


snake in the grass a treacherous person: Be careful of He appears 


to be very friendly and helpful but he's a real snake in the Virgil's 
sneeze 

to be sneezed at not to be ignored or disregarded: It’s not a large 
salary but on the other hand it's not to be sneezed 

snook 

a snook at (someone) see 

snow 

as the driven snow see 


under overwhelmed: We're snowed under with work just 


snow job used to describe something that is based on lies, tricks 
or exaggeration: We almost gave him the job, but when we checked 
his references, we discovered that his CV was a snow 

soap 

opera a radio or television serial broadcast regularly and dealing 
with the daily lives, problems, etc, of the characters: Life in their 
house is like a soap They've had to cope with all kinds of to the 
fact that such series were often sponsored by soap manufacturers 
in America, where they were first made.» 

sober 

as a judge see 

sock 

one's socks up to make an effort to improve: You had better pull 
your socks up or you won't pass your 

a sock in it to be quiet: | wish you'd put a sock in | want to listen 
to the 

it to (someone) to put as much effort and energy as possible into 
(something): The singer really socked it to the 

a soft spot for (someone) to have a weakness, affection or 
exceptional liking for (someone): The old man has a soft spot for 
his youngest 


in the head see 


soft touch or mark someone who is easily taken advantage of, 
deceived etc: He would lend money to He's a soft 

option a choice or alternative which is easier or more pleasant 
than the others: At school camp there was a choice of climbing the 
mountain or walking along the river bank and most of the children 
chose the soft 

sold 


sold on (something) to be keen on (something): They're sold on the 
idea of going to 

song 

a song for very little money: They bought that house for a 

a song and dance about (something) to cause an unnecessary fuss 
about (something): She really made a song and dance about losing 
her 


from the same hymn or song. sheet see 


swan song see 

soon 

sooner said than done a request will be fulfilled as soon as it is 
made: You asked for a pizza? No sooner said than 

too soon to say something that takes for granted something not 
yet accomplished: We started to congratulate him on his horse 
winning but we spoke too lt was 

sore 

sight for sore eyes see 

sore point a subject which annoys or offends someone: Don't 


mention cars—they're a sore point with He's just had his 


out like a sore thumb to to be very noticeable: The fact that they 
had been quarrelling stuck out like a sore 

sorrow 

one's sorrows see 

in sorrow than in anger more disappointed than angry at 
someone's behaviour: The headmaster said that it was more in 
sorrow than in anger that he was expelling the 

sort 

takes all sorts (to make a world) one should be tolerant of 
everyone whatever they are like: Don't be so critical of your fellow It 
takes all 


a bad sort quite a nice person: He's not a bad sort when you get 


to know 


of sorts not feeling quite well, rather bad-tempered: He's been out 
of sorts ever since he had 

soul 

to be able to call one's soul one's own to be under the constant 
control of someone else: Since he married he's not been able to 
call his soul his His wife orders him around all the 

soul of (something) a perfect example of (something): She's the soul 
of She won't say anything 

soup 

the soup in serious trouble: We'll be in the soup if we're caught in 
the school after 

sour 

grapes see 


one's wild oats see 


can't make a silk purse out of a sow's ear see 

space 

a waste of Space see 

spade 

a spade a spade to speak bluntly and forthrightly: Stop trying to 


break the news to me I'd rather you called a spade a 

the spadework to do the hard preparatory work at the beginning of 
a project: There's a lot of spadework to be done before we open for 
is the first stage of building houses, etc.» 

spades used to emphasize the large amount of something: The 
committee has received criticism in 

spanner 

a spanner in the works to hinder or spoil (a project, plan, etc): We 
were going on holiday but my boss threw a spanner in the works by 


asking me to do some urgent 


spar 
partner someone with whom one often enjoys a lively argument: | 
missed my brother when he left He was a good sparring to someone 
with whom a boxer practises.> 

spare 

spare to become very angry or distressed: You're so late that your 
wife will be going 

tyre a roll of fat round the middle of the body: She's trying to get 
rid of her spare tyre before the start of her its supposed 
resemblance to a spare car tyre.» 


speak 


on speaking terms to be friendly towards someone and 


communicate with him or her: He is not on speaking terms with 
her since she crashed his 

a manner of speaking see 

for itself to need no explanation: The evidence speaks for They're 
obviously 

the same language see 

ioo soon see 

volumes see 

with a forked tongue see 

speak of worth mentioning: He has no money to speak 
spectacles 

at (someone or something) through rose-coloured or rose-tinted 


spectacles or glasses see 
spell 


(something) out to explain (something) plainly and in detail: Let 
me spell out what will happen if you get into trouble with the police 
spend 

a penny see 


money like water see 


spice 

is the spice of life see 

spick 

and span clean and tidy: The old lady's house was spick and 
spike 

(someone's) guns see 


spill 


over spilt milk see 

ones guts see 

the beans see 

spin 

a flat spin see 

a yarn see 

spirit 

spirit_see 

(someone or something) away to carry away (someone or 
something) secretly and suddenly: They spirited the celebrity away 
before the press could interview 

spirit is willing (but the flesh is weak) one is not always physically 
able to do the things that one wishes to do: They've asked him to 
join their climbing expedition but he says he won’t—the spirit is 
willing but the flesh is biblical reference to Matthew 26:40-41.» 
spit 

the spitting image or the spit and image or the dead spit of 
(someone or something) to be extremely like (someone or 
something): The child's the spitting image of his 

and polish cleaning: The house could be doing with a bit of spit and 
to the habit of using spit as well as polish to shine boots.» 

in the wind see 


splash 


out on (something) to spend a great deal of money on 
(something): Let's splash out on some 
spleen 


one’s spleen to express one's anger and frustration: He had a row 
with his wife and vented his spleen by shouting at the spleen was 
thought to be the source of spite and melancholy.> 

splice 

the mainbrace to serve alcoholic drinks: It’s six o'clock. It’s time to 
splice the mainbrace with a nice gin and slang.» 

splinter 

group a group that is formed by breaking away from a larger one: 
We formed a splinter group because we didn't agree with all the 
views of the parent 

split 

split second a fraction of a second: For a split second she thought 
she was going to be 

hairs see 

spoil 

spoiling for (something) to be eager for (a fight, etc): He was drunk 
and spoiling for a 

the ship for a ha'porth of tar see 


many. cooks spoil the broth see 


spoke 


a spoke in (someone's) wheel to hinder (someone's) activity: They 


had a monopoly of the market in electrical goods and charged a lot 
in the area but a local firm has put a spoke in their «"Spoke" is 
from the Dutch a bar formerly jammed under a cartwheel to act 
as a brake when going downhill. 


sponge 


up the sponge to give up a contest, struggle, argument, etc: He 
was getting badly beaten at chess and decided to threw up the 
originally to a method of conceding defeat in boxing.» 

spoon 

with a silver spoon in one's mouth see 

sport 

a sporting chance see 

spot 

a soft spot for (someone) see 

the spot used to indicate that something is just what is required 
or is completely satisfactory: That glass of cold water really hit the 
| was so hot and 

a spot in trouble, in difficulties: He's in a His car is beyond repair, 
and he lives in a remote 

youngest Scrabble® player knocked spots off the rest of the 
(someone) on the spot to place (someone) in a difficult or 
awkward situation: Having boasted about his ability at chess for a 
long time, he was put on the spot when he was challenged to a 

to the spot unable to move from fear, horror, etc: She stood rooted 
to the spot as the bull 

on absolutely accurate: The young contestant's answer was spot 


sprat 


sprat to catch a mackerel something minor or trivial given or 
conceded in order to obtain some major gain or advantage: Our 
chairman asked the owner of that small local firm to a supposedly 
informal friendly lunch but it was a sprat to catch a He wants to 
buy his 

spread 


like wildfire see 


ones wings see 

oneself thin see 

spur 

the spur of the moment suddenly, without previous planning: They 
decided to go on holiday on the spur of the 

square 

square deal see 

to square one back at the beginning: | thought I'd found a job but 
it's back to square to an instruction in board games.» 

and square see 


meal a nourishing and filling meal: He's been living on He hasn't 


had a square meal in 

the circle see 

up with (someone) to settle a bill with (someone): You paid my 
train | had better square up with 

up to (someone or something) to face and tackle (someone or 
something) boldly: She is going to have to square up to her 
financial 

squeak 


narrow squeak a narrow escape: That was a narrow That car nearly 


ran me 
squib 

damp squib see 
stab 


a stab at (something) to have a try at (something): l've never 
papered a room but I'll have a stab at 

(someone) in the back to behave treacherously towards (someone), 
to betray (someone): He stabbed his best friend in the back by 
going off with his wife when he was in 

stable 


the stable door after the horse has bolted to to take precautions 
against something happening after it has already happened: Now 
that they have been burgled they have installed a burglar It is a case 
of locking the stable door after the horse has 

stack 

one's stack to lose one's temper: Mary's mum will blow her stack if 
she's late home 


the cards against (someone) see 


stage 

stage whisper a loud whisper that is intended to be heard by 
people other than the person to whom it is directed: She said to 
me in a stage whisper that she would like to meet the man by the 
the fact that whispers on stage have to be audible to the 
audience.» 

fright the nervousness, sometimes leading to him or her forgetting 
words, felt by an actor when in front of an audience; often 
extended to that felt by anyone making a public appearance: She 
suddenly got stage fright when she saw the size of the gathering that 


she was to 


(something) to be in overall charge of (something): She stage- 
managed the whole of the musical to be in charge of the scenery 
and equipment for a play.» 

stake 

to the stake to suffer severe punishment or retribution: The women 
won't mind going to the stake if they can stop the nuclear waste 
dump being sited people being burned while tied to a stake, often 
because of their religious beliefs.» 

a stake in (something) to have an interest or investment in 
(something): We all have a stake in the family 

a claim in (something) to assert or establish one's right to or 


ownership of (something): The youngest sister got a lawyer to stake 


her claim to a share in the family originally to gold-mining.> 

stall 

out one’s stall to make all the plans or preparations necessary to 
achieve something: Mark is already setting out his stall to be 
promoted to 

stamp 


stamping ground a place where (someone) goes regularly: The pub 


in the village is his stamping to animals.> 

stand 

stands to reason that see 

where one stands to know the exact nature of one's position or 
situation: With so much talk of redundancy the workers must know 
where they 


a stand against (something) to oppose or resist (something one 


believes to be wrong, etc): We should all make a stand against 


to stand an earthly same as not to have an earthly see 

by (1) to provide help and support for (someone): Her parents 
stood by her when she had the (2) to be ready to take action: The 
emergency services are standing There has been an accident at the 
corrected to accept that one has been wrong: | thought they lived 
in Leeds but he tells me it's 1 stand 

one's ground see 

in for (someone) to act as a substitute for (someone): She is just 
standing in for his usual nurse who is on 

(someone) in good stead see 

on ceremony to be very formal: Take your jacket off if you There is 
no need to stand on 

out for (something) to go on protesting or resisting until one gets 


(something): The unions are standing out for more 


the test of time see 


(someone) up not to keep a promise to meet (someone): We were 
supposed to be going to the cinema together but he stood me 

up and be counted to declare one's opinions publicly: She says she's 
in favour of equal rights for women but she won't stand up and be 
counted when it comes to us asking the boss for fairer 

up for (someone) to support or defend (someone): His brother 


stood up for him when he was being 


up to (someone) to face (someone) boldly, to show resistance to 
(someone): She should be encouraged to stand up to her husband 
and refuse to be 

star 


stars to see flashes of light as a result of a bang on the head: | 


saw stars when the branch fell on my 


stare 
staring one in the face see 
start 


false start an unsuccessful beginning, resulting in one having to 
start again: He's had one false start with his first restaurant and he's 
now bought a start in a race which has to be repeated, e.g. 
because a runner has left the starting line before the signal has 
been given.» 

under starter's orders to be ready to start doing something: It took 
the council a long time to get enough money to build a new 
community hall, but the project is under starter's orders 

starters to begin with: For starters, we need more «"Starter" refers 
to the first course of a meal.» 

from scratch see 

statistics 

statistics see 


status 


quo the situation as it is, or was, before a change: The experiment 
has obviously failed and we should return to the status "the state in 
which". 

symbol a possession which supposedly demonstrates someone's 
high social position: He bought his Rolls Royce as a status 

stay 


the course to continue to the end or completion of (something): 
She's gone on a diet but she'll never stay the 

the pace see 

stead 

(someone) in good stead to be useful or advantageous in the 
future: The job may not be interesting but the experience of it will 
stand you in good stead when you look for 

steady 

as a rock see 

steady to go out together regularly, to have a romantic attachment 
to each other: My cousin and his girlfriend are not engaged but they 
are going 

steal 

a march on (someone) see 

the show see 

(someone's) thunder see 

steam 

all steamed up to get angry or agitated: There's no point in getting 
all steamed up about the ugly new There's nothing you can do about 
up steam to gather energy and impetus to do (something): ! 
should finish this work today but | can't seem to get up of 
increasing the pressure of steam in an engine before it goes into 
operation.» 

off steam to give free expression to one's feelings or energies: He 


wrote the letter to the council to let off steam about his objections 


to the new The children need to let off steam after they've been 
sitting in school all release steam from a steam engine in order to 


reduce pressure.» 


out of steam to become exhausted, to lose enthusiasm: | think our 
political campaign is running out of Hardly anyone turns up for our 
public to the steam engine.» 

one's own steam entirely through one's own efforts: He got the job 
under his own steam even although his father's in the same 

step 

by step gradually: You won't get better right You must take it step 
by 

in to intervene: The two children are quarrelling but the parents 
shouldn't step 

on it to hurry: Step on We're going to be to putting one's foot 
down hard on the accelerator pedal of a car» 


out of line see 


(something) up to increase (something): The police are going to step 


up their 

steps to take action of some kind: The government must take steps 
to improve the 

stick 

stick to beat (someone) with something which can be used to 
criticize or damage (someone): Tom was very wild as a youth and 
this is still used by some of his critics as a stick to beat him with, 


even though he is now a successful 


on a sticky wicket to be in a difficult or awkward situation that is 
difficult to defend: He's on a sticky wicket if he sold goods that he 
knew were to cricket when the state of the ground or the weather 
make it difficult for the batsman to hit the ball. 


to a sticky end to meet some misfortune or an unpleasant death: 
He was murdered by a People weren't surprised that he came to a 
sticky end after the life of violence he had 

hold of the wrong end of the stick to to misunderstand a situation 
or something said or done: | didn't tell her she could She must 
have got hold of the wrong end of the 

(someone) stick to scold or criticize (someone): The boy's father will 
give him stick when he finds out that he has failed all his literally to 
beating someone with a stick. 


a cleft stick see 


sticks see 


by (someone) to support and defend (someone), especially when 
he or she is in trouble: His wife stuck by him when he was in 
someone who is unwilling to try anything new or exciting: She 
certainly won't go trekking in the She's a real 

one's neck out see 

ones oar in see 

out a mile see 

out like a sore thumb see 

to one's guns see 

to one's last see 

up for When all the other children were blaming him she stuck up 


for 
stiff 


(someone) stiff to bore (someone) a great deal: The audience were 
bored stiff by the 

a stiff upper lip see 

still 

waters run deep to quiet people often think very deeply or have 
strong emotions: He hardly said a word during the discussion, but 
that doesn't mean he doesn't feel strongly about Still waters run 
stitch 

stitch in time saves nine to prompt action at the first sign of 
trouble saves a lot of time and effort later: You should repair that 
broken roof tile or your ceiling may get A stitch in time saves 
(someone) in stitches to make (someone) laugh a great deal: The 
comedian had the audience in 

a stitch on completely naked: He stood at the window without a 
stitch 

stock 

the stocks in preparation, in the process of being made or 
arranged: We have a new product on the stocks but it won't be on 
the market until next to the fact that a ship is supported on 
stocks, a wooden frame, while being built. 

stock (of something) to assess (a situation): | took stock of my life 
and decided | need a 

stomach 

no stomach for (something) not to have the inclination, toughness, 
etc, for (something): They are a peace-loving They have no stomach 
for a to a medieval belief that the stomach was the seat of 


physical courage.» 


(someone's) stomach to make (someone) feel sick, to disgust 
(someone): The sight of blood turns his 


stone 


stone's throw a very short distance: Their house is a stone's throw 
away from 

set in stone to be something that cannot be changed: The older 
members of the committee want to go on organizing the féte in the 
same way year after year and you will have difficulty in persuading 
them that this is not set in 


on stony ground see 


no stone unturned to try every means possible: The police left no 
stone unturned in their search for 

stool 

between two stools to try to gain two aims and fail with regard to 
both of them, usually because of indecision: The student's essay 
falls between two In one part of it he is trying to be funny and in 
the other he is trying to be very serious and the two styles don't 
stop 

out all the stops to put as much effort and energy into something 
as possible: If you're going to win that race you'll have to pull out 
all the to pulling out the stops of an organ so that it plays at 
full volume.» 

at nothing to be willing to do absolutely anything, however wrong, 
etc: He will stop at nothing to get those 

dead to stop suddenly and abruptly: He stopped dead when he saw 
his 

over to stay overnight somewhere while on a journey: He stopped 


over at 


short of (something or doing something) not to go as far as 
(something or doing something): | hope he would stop short of 
store 

cold storage in reserve: Our plans for expansion are in cold storage 


until the recession is 


store in the future, coming to one: There's trouble in store for you 
if you go home late 

great store by (something) to consider (something) to be of great 
importance or value: My neighbour sets great store by a tidy 

storm 

port in a storm see 

storm in a teacup a great fuss made over a trivial matter: She kept 
going on about her ruined dress but it was a storm in a You could 
hardly see the to the title of a farce written by William Bernard in 
1854.» 


petrel someone whose presence indicates that there is likely to be 


some kind of trouble in the near future: She's a stormy petrel in a 
Men always end up fighting over to a small bird that lives in areas 
where storms are common.» 

(someone or something) by storm to make a very great and 
immediate impression (on someone or something): The young 
opera singer took London by to capture a fort, etc, by a sudden 
violent military attack.» 

the storm to survive a difficult or troublesome situation or period 
of time: The company found it difficult to weather the storm during 
the originally to ships.» 


story 
tall story see 


a long story short see 


same old story a situation, etc, that occurs frequently: It was the 
same old As soon as he got out of prison he committed another 
story goes (that) people say that, rumours suggest (that): The story 
goes that they are not 

straight 


straight arrow see 


straight to start leading an honest life: He has been in prison twice 
but he's going straight 

(something) straight to get all the facts and details of a situation 

so as to understand it fully: Let's get this Are you saying that you 

have never met the man who claims to be your 


a straight face see 
a straight bat see 


the record straight see 

as a die completely honest and fair. You can trust that estate agent. 
He's straight as a 

from the horses mouth see 


talking frank and honest statement or conversation: You've tried to 


tell her tactfully to Now it's time for some straight 


home straight or stretch see 


straight and narrow (path) a good, virtuous way of life: He left the 
straight and narrow when he went to variation on a biblical 
reference, "Straight is the gate and narrow is the way which 
leadeth unto life", Matthew 7:4.» 

stranger 

a stranger to (something) to have no experience of (something): He 
is a stranger to 

straw 

straw in the wind a small or minor incident, etc, that shows a 
general trend: The by-election result might be interpreted as a straw 
in the wind for the general 

at straws to hope that something may happen to get one out of a 
difficulty or danger when this is extremely unlikely: He is hoping 
that his wife will recover but he's clutching at She's terminally ill with 
the saying "A drowning man will clutch at a straw". 

the short straw to to be the one in a group who has to perform 


an unpleasant or undesirable task: James drew the short straw and 


has to work on New Year's out a straw from a collection of straws 
of different lengths is a kind of lottery to decide who is to do 
something.» 

of straw see 

poll an unofficial poll to get some idea of general opinion: The 
union took a straw poll on the possibility of a to drawing straws.» 
last straw or the straw that breaks the camel's back an event, etc, 
which, added to everything that has already happened, makes a 
situation impossible: Her boss's criticism was the last straw and she 
walked the saying that it is the last straw added to its burden 
that breaks the camel's back.» 

to make bricks without straw see 


streak 


a blue streak to to talk a great deal and at a very fast speed: The 
person sitting next to me in the bus talked a blue streak all the way, 
despite the fact that | was trying to read my 

stream 

on stream to to begin to be used or to operate: The proposed new 
training courses are scheduled to come on stream next 

street 

on the streets to be homeless: They'll be on the streets soon if they 
can't pay the 

suitable for one: That job abroad is right up her 

on the streets to become a prostitute: She went on the streets to 
support herself and the 

Queer Street see 

ahead of (someone or something) see 

man in the street see 


strength 
tower of strength see 


strength to strength to progress successfully from one achievement 
to another: The firm's going from strength to strength since it 

the strength of (something) relying on (something): We're going on 
a cruise on the strength of our pools 

stretch 

full stretch using all one's energy, abilities, powers, etc, as much 
as possible: We're working at full stretch these 

home stretch or straight see 


a point to go further than the rules or regulations allow in giving 
permission, etc, for something: | shouldn't really let you take this 
book out but | suppose | could stretch a 


one's legs see 


stride 

into one's stride to become accustomed to doing something and so 
do it well and effectively: He was slow at the job at first but he 
soon got into his reference to running.» 

great strides to make very good progress: Her son is making great 
strides with his studies in senior 

(something) in one's stride to cope with (something) without 
worrying about it: She failed the exam but she took it in her to a 
horse jumping an obstacle without altering its stride.> 

strike 

a balance see 

a bargain see 

a chord see 

gold see 

it lucky see 


it rich see 


(someone) off (something) to remove (something, especially a 
doctor's name) from a professional register, etc, for misconduct: | 


won't go to that From the rumours | hear he'll soon be struck 


the right note see 
while the iron is hot see 
string 


another or more than one string to one's bow see 


(someone) on a string to have (someone) in one's control: He has 
her on a string—she owes him to someone manipulating a 
puppet.» 

the purse strings see 

long is a piece of string? to used to emphasize how difficult or 
impossible it is to give a definite answer to a question: You're 
asking how long it will take to get planning permission for the new 
How long is a piece of string? It depends on things like how many 
other planning proposals there are before the committee, how many 
protests there are, and so 

strings to use influence to gain an advantage or benefit of some 
kind: He may have to pull a few strings to get a visa for above.» 
no strings attached without any conditions or provisos: Father will 
lend us the money with no strings 

strip 

a strip off (someone) see 

stripe 

one's stripes to do something which justifies your job, position, 
rank, etc: In last night's performance the young actor really earned 
his stripes as most promising newcomer to the British 

stroke 

a stroke with a single effort or attempt: That loan would solve all 


our financial problems at a 


(someone). off his or her stroke to hinder or prevent (someone) 


from proceeding smoothly with an activity: By laughing at him 


while he was playing bowls they put him off his to upsetting the 
rhythm of someone's rowing.» 
strong 


(someone's) strong suit be something at which (someone) is very 


good: Organization is not his strong to card-playing.> 

strut 

one's stuff see 

stubborn 

as a mule see 

stuck 

for (something) in need of (something), unable to go on without 
(something): | can't finish decorating my I’m stuck for 

on (someone or something) very fond of (someone or something): 
He's stuck on her younger 

with (someone or something) burdened with (something): She's got 
stuck with the club 

stuff 

stuffed shirt a pompous, over-formal person: He never seems to 
enjoy He's a real stuffed to a shop dummy.» 

one's stuff to do something that is necessary and that one either 
specializes in or does skilfully: Here's the Go and do your 

stuffed an angry expression used informally in refusing someone's 
request, opinion, etc: You want me to go and get your slippers? Get 


stuffed! 


the stuffing out of (someone) (1) to beat (someone) severely: The 
older boy knocked the stuffing out of the (2) to discourage 


(someone) completely, to deprive (someone) of vitality: It knocked 
the stuffing out of him when he was declared to stuffed animals.» 
one's stuff to be knowledgeable about one's subject, job, etc: Our 


neighbour works in computers and he really knows his 


one's stuff to do something which you know you do well, usually 
in a proud and confident way: The young dancers were delighted to 
be given the opportunity to strut their stuff in front of a large 
stumbling 

stumbling block something that hinders or prevents progress: The 
cost of the venture is the main stumbling biblical reference to 
Romans 14:13.» 

stump 

one's stumps to hurry up: You'd better stir your Our guests will soon 
be «"Stumps" here means legs.» 

style 

(someone's) style to hinder (someone) from acting in the way that 
he or she would like or is accustomed to: His style has been 
cramped by the fact that he has a wife and two 

style elegantly, luxuriously: She arrived in style in a chauffeur-driven 
such 

as it is used to suggest that something you have referred to is of 
low quality or not enough: : You are welcome to borrow our 


wheelbarrow, such as it 


suffer 

to suffer fools gladly see 

sugar 

daddy an elderly man who has a young girlfriend or mistress to 
whom he gives expensive presents: She looks like a Christmas tree 
wearing all the jewellery her sugar daddy has given 

the pill to make something unpleasant more pleasant: She was told 
she was losing her job but the boss sugared the pill by offering her 
some part-time 

suit 


(someone's) strong suit see 


in (grey) suits to used to describe the powerful men who are in 
control of an organization, government, etc: The men in grey suits 
are having a meeting this afternoon which will decide the fate of 
many of the bank's 

birthday suit nakedness: The little boy ran along the corridor to the 
bathroom in his birthday 

suit see 


(someone) down to the ground see 
oneself to do as one wishes: We're all going, but you can suit 


summer 

Indian summer see 

swallow does not make a summer see 
sun 

the sun see 


place in the sun see 


the sun in the whole world: He would like to visit every country 
under the 

Sunday 

month of Sundays see 

Sunday best (someone's) smartest, formal clothes, of the kind 
worn to church on Sundays: He's wearing his Sunday best because 
he's going for a job 

sundry 

and sundry see 

sure 

or feel sure of oneself to be confident, to have self-confidence: He's 
not very good at his job but he's very sure of 

as eggs is eggs used to emphasize the certainty of something: Matt 
will be late, sure as eggs is 

enough as was expected: | said the parcel would arrive today, and 


sure enough it came before 


be sure certainly: To be sure, he seems to be very pleasant but | do 
not trust 

surface 

the surface of (something) to deal with only a very small part of 
(something): In one term you will only scratch the surface of the 
history of the 

suspicion 


suspicion see 


swallow does not make a summer a single success, etc, does not 
mean that a generally successful, etc, time is about to come: He 
sold a car on his first morning in the garage and thinks he's going to 
be a top-class We couldn't resist telling him that one swallow does 
not make a to the fact that swallows begin to come to Britain at 
the start of summer.» 

one's pride see 

swan 

around to wander about in a leisurely way: We were all working 
hard and she was swanning about giving 

swan song the last work or performance by a musician, poet, 
playwright, actor, etc, before his or her death or retirement; by 
extension also applied to anyone who does anything for the last 
time: The theatre was full because everyone wanted to be present at 
the great actress’s swan He was not to know that his conference 
speech was his swan song. He died the next to an ancient legend 
that the swan sings as it is dying although it is otherwise silent.» 
swear 

blind see 

by (someone or something) to have complete trust and faith in 
(someone or something), to recommend (someone or something) 
very highly: He swears by that make of 


like a trooper see 


sweat 

a cold sweat see 

sweat! used informally to mean no trouble, no problem: No sweat! 
l'll get your package there on 

blood see 


sweat of one's brow one's hard work: She spends all the money that 


he earns by the sweat of his 


sweep 

a clean sweep see 

(someone) off his or her feet see 

(something) under the carpet see 

sweet 

all sweetness and light to seem to be pleasant and good-tempered: 
She's all sweetness and light when she gets what she 

a sweet tooth to like sweets, cakes and desserts: She has a real 
sweet She always has a bar of chocolate in her 

nothings affectionate things said to someone with whom one is in 
love, endearments: We were embarrassed when he sat and whispered 
sweet nothings in her ear in our 

swim 

in the swim be actively involved in social or business activities: 
She was in mourning for a long time but she's back in the social 
swim 

against the tide see 

swing 

into the swing of things to become accustomed to (something) and 
begin to understand and enjoy it: | hated the job at first but now 
lm into the swing of things I’m quite to the swing of a 
pendulum.» 

with a swing to be very successful: The opening of the exhibition 


went with a 


full swing at the most lively or busy part of something: He came 
into the hall when the meeting was in full 


to be enough room to swing a cat see 


the lead see 


you lose on the swings you gain on the roundabouts disadvantages 
in one area of life are usually cancelled out by advantages in 
another: | got a parking ticket today but | won a prize in a What 
you lose on the swings you gain on the 

Swiss 

more full of holes than Swiss cheese to used to emphasize the 
number of flaws or faults which there are in an argument, theory 
or plan: The owner's explanation as to how the jewels could have 
gone missing is as full of holes as Swiss 

swoop 

or in one fell swoop in one single action or attempt, at the same 
time: | threw out all my old clothes in one fell to a quotation from 
Shakespeare’s Act 4, scene iii, the reference being to a hawk 
swooping on poultry.> 

sword 

double-edged or two-edged sword to_used to indicate that something 
has a bad and a good side: Being given so much freedom so 
suddenly can be a double-edged sword for young 

swords with (someone) to enter into a dispute with (someone): 
Those two always cross swords at committee They never 

sword of Damocles a threat of something bad that is likely to 
happen at any time: Possible redundancy is hanging over her like the 
sword of to a legend in which Damocles was forced by Dionysius 
of Syria to sit through a banquet with a sword hanging by a 


single hair over his head.» 


system 


systems go everything is functioning and active: It's all systems go 
here We have so much work to get phrase is used by the 
controllers of a space flight to indicate that everything is ready for 
the spaceship to be launched.» 

(something) out of your system to to stop feeling angry, resentful, 
obsessive, etc, about something, often by saying or doing 
something: We're hoping that going out with Emma will get Sara 
out of Tim's system for He hasn't been able to forget about her since 


they broke up last 


T 
a T exactly, very well: That portrait of my aunt is her to a 

tab 

tabs on (someone or something) to keep a check on (someone or 
something): He keeps tabs on his wife's spending as she's 

up the tab for (something) to pay for (something): He picked up 
the tab for the whole party of is an American term for bill. 

table 

the tables on (someone) to change a situation so that one gains 
the advantage (over someone) after having been at a 
disadvantage: At first they were winning but we soon turned the 
tables on the medieval game of tables, of which backgammon is a 
form, in which turning the board around would exactly reverse the 
position of the players. 

tail 

on (someone's) tail to be following someone closely: The escaping 
robbers did not realize that the police were on their 

one's tail to spend a great deal of time and effort trying to do 
something but achieving very little: Amy needs to get herself 
organized if she is going to keep that job; she has no system and is 
chasing her tail all the 

one's tail up to be confident of success: Now that the favourite for 


the race has withdrawn because of injury, John really has his tail 


tail is wagging the dog to used to indicate that a small or 
unimportant part of something is being allowed to control the 
whole thing: The opening hours of the whole firm have been changed 


because the publicity department wanted to start work Talk about the 
tail wagging the dog! 

tail to turn round and leave a difficult or dangerous situation: 
When the burglars saw the large guard dogs they immediately turned 
one’s tail between one’s legs in an ashamed, miserable or defeated 
state: The children went home with their tails between their legs after 
the farmer scolded them for stealing his the behaviour of an 
unhappy dog.> 

take 

taken with (someone or something) to find (someone or something) 
attractive: She was quite taken with the little 

after (someone) to resemble: She takes after her 
(something) as gospel see 

a rain check on (something) see 

a sledgehammer to crack a nut see 

(something) as read see 

(someone) at his/her word see 

one's cue from (someone) see 

(someone) for a ride see 

heart see 

(someone) in to deceive (someone): She really took the old lady in 
by pretending to be a social 

it easy see 

it from me (that) you can believe me when | say (that): You can 


take it from me that he won't come 


it or leave it either to accept (something) or refuse (something) as 
one wishes, but it will not be altered: That is my final Take it or 
leave 

it out on (someone) to treat (someone) in an angry or nasty way 
because one is disappointed, angry, etc, about something: She 


turned down his proposal and he took it out on the 


the plunge see 

off suddenly to become successful: His business has really taken to 
the launching of a rocket. 

(someone) off to mimic (someone): She was taking off her friend's 
father when he entered the 

sides see 

Steps see 

the floor see 

the words out of (someone's) mouth see 

the wraps off (something) see 

no prisoners see prisoner 

one's time see 

up arms see 

(someone) up on (something) to accept (someone's offer, etc): I'll 
take you up on your invitation to 

up the cudgels see 

up the gauntlet see 

(something) up with (someone) to raise (a matter) with (someone): 
You should take your complaint up with the 

(someone's) word for it see 


tale 


to tell the tale to to survive a dangerous or threatening situation, 
often used humorously: You mean you asked the boss for more 
money and lived to tell the tale! 

its, etc, own tale to indicate clearly what took place: The charred 
remains told their own 

tales to report someone's wrong-doing: Don't let her see you She'll 
tell tales to the 

hangs a tale there is a story associated with that: He recognized 
the woman who came into the room and thereby hangs a pun on 


"tail", used by Shakespeare.» 


talk 

talks see 

talking see 

a blue streak see 

about (something)! that is a good example of (something): Talk 
about conceit! He looks at himself in every shop 


down to (someone) to speak to (someone) in a condescending way 


as if he or she were inferior: Adults often talk down to 

one's head off see 

nineteen to the dozen to to talk a great deal and usually very 
rapidly: She and her friend talk nineteen to the dozen when they get 
shop see 

through one's hat see 

through the back of one's head see 

turkey see 

talk of the town someone or something that is the subject of 


general conversation or gossip: Their sordid affair is the talk of the 


tall 
tall order a difficult task: It's a tall order to get the book for you by 


tall story a story which is extremely unlikely: His latest tall story is 


that he has seen a 

tan 

(someone's) hide see 

tank 

like a tank big and strongly built: The bouncers at the door of the 
nightclub are both built like 

tangent 


or fly off at a tangent suddenly to leave the subject being 
discussed or the task being undertaken and move to a completely 
different subject or task: It is difficult to follow the speaker's line of 
She keeps going off at 


tangle 

tangled web see 

tango 

takes two to tango used to indicate a particular situation has to 
involve two people and that, therefore, both bear some 
responsibility: Bob is blaming Ros for the fact that they quarrel a 
lot, but it takes two to 

tap 

tap available, ready for use: There was coffee on tap all 

tape 

or get (someone or something) taped to have a full knowledge or 
understanding of (someone or something): She thought she could 


deceive me but | have her if measured with a tape.» 


tape see 

tar 

tarred with the same brush to have the same faults: He and his 
father are tarred with the same They're both 

the ship for a ha'porth of tar see 

task 

(someone) to task to reprimand or criticize (someone): The teacher 
took the pupil to task for being 

taste 

a nasty taste in the mouth to to leave someone with unpleasant 
memories or associations: Lily apologized afterwards and said that 
she had been under stress, but her violent outburst left a nasty taste 
in all our 

taste of one's own medicine same as a dose of one's own 

tea 

storm in a teacup see 


be one's cup of tea see 


for all the tea in China not for anything at all, certainly not: I 
wouldn't work there for all the tea in a long time, China was the 
source of the world's tea. 

teach 

one's grandmother to suck eggs see 

a strip off (someone) to scold (someone) severely: The boss tore a 
strip off them for their 


one's hair out see 


tears see 

teeth 

to the teeth see 

the skin of one's teeth see 

one's teeth on (something) to practise on or get early experience 
from (something): The Everest climber had cut his teeth on the hill 
behind his to children being given something to chew on to help 
their teeth come through.» 

the teeth of (someone or something) to make (someone or 
something) no longer dangerous: He drew the blackmailer's teeth 
by threatening to go the to pulling out an animal's teeth. 

one's teeth into (something) to tackle (something) vigorously: He 
has always liked a problem that he can get his teeth 

one's eye or back teeth to to be willing to do anything in order to 
obtain something: They'd give their eye teeth to go to 

one's teeth to be angry or disappointed: We gnashed our teeth as 
the bus drove away before we could reach biblical reference to 
Matthew 8:12.» 

one's teeth see 

teeth of an organization, legislation, etc, to have power or 
authority so that people have to obey it: The new committee has 


no teeth; it's a waste of time and 


the teeth of (something) against (something): They married in the 
teeth of much 


pulling teeth used to indicate how difficult something is to do: He 


was terrified of the police so getting any information out of him was 
like pulling 

in or through one's teeth see 

(someone) in the teeth to refuse to help or support (someone) 
when he or she is in need of help: She had helped him in the 
past, but when she was in trouble and needed his help, he kicked her 
in the 

one's teeth on edge to to irritate one: His constant whistling sets my 
teeth on 

one's teeth to demonstrate one's fierceness, to show that one can 
be aggressive: They withdrew their opposition to our scheme when 
we showed our to a dog, etc, showing its teeth in anger. 

troubles problems occurring at the very beginning of a new 
project, etc: Our new factory has recovered from its teething the 
pain experienced by babies when teeth are just coming through.» 
tell 

told you so | warned you and | was right to do so: “I’ve discovered 
he's a real “I told you so but you wouldn't listen." 

to tell the tale see 

its own tale see 


tales see 


(someone) where to get off see 
no telling it is impossible to know: There's no telling how many 


people will 
never can tell it is possible: We might get a heat You never can 
telling me! used informally to mean that is definitely the case: bad- 


tempered and rude." telling me!" 


tender 

(someone or something) to (someone's) tender mercies to leave 
(someone or something) in the care of (someone nasty, inefficient, 
etc): My mother-in-law is so vague that | didn't want to leave the 
children to her tender 

tenterhooks 

on tenterhooks be very anxious or agitated waiting for something 
to happen: We were on tenterhooks waiting for the exam results to 
be were hooks for stretching newly woven cloth.» 

territory 

goes with the territory used to indicate that something, often a 
problem or difficulty, usually occurs in connection with a particular 
job, activity or situation and should be expected: Billy's wife 
complains about the fact that he works uncertain hours, but he's a 
policeman and that goes with the 

term 

on speaking terms see 

to terms with (something) to accept (something) as unavoidable 
and try to deal with it as best one can: She will have to come to 
terms with her 

test 

litmus test see 

the test of time to to survive or still be in use or popular after a 
considerable period of time: Shakespeare's plays have certainly stood 
the test of 

the water see 

tether 


the end of one's tether see 


thank 
thankful for small mercies see 


only oneself to thank for (something) to be the cause of (one's own 
misfortune): You've only yourself to thank for the children being You 
spoil 

that 

like that immediately, without further consideration, discussion, etc: 
When she asked for more money he sacked her—just like 

that there is no more to be said or done: He's gone and that's 
thick 

bit thick more than can be tolerated: It was a bit thick for her to 
invite herself 

(someone) a thick ear to slap (someone) across the ear, to box 
(someone's) ears: My big brother will give you a thick ear if you hit 
it on thick see 

plot thickens see 

and fast in great quantities and at a fast rate: The replies are 
coming in thick and 

as thieves extremely friendly: The little girls quarrelled but they're 
thick as thieves 

as two short planks extremely stupid: Don't ask him to be in your 
quiz He's as thick as two short 

thick and thin whatever difficulties arise: He will support his leader 
through thick and 

thief 


a thief to catch a thief the best way to catch or outwit a 
dishonest or deceitful person is to use the help of another who is 
dishonest, as he or she knows the technique: The exconvict has 
become a police informer and they have made many arrests thanks 
to It's true what they say about setting a thief to catch a 

as thieves see 

thin 


thin on top to be balding: He wears a hat to hide the fact he's thin 
on 

a thin time of it to have an unpleasant or difficult time, especially 
because of money difficulties: They're having a thin time of it since 
she stopped work to have the 

thin air see 

on thin ice see 

oneself too thin to try to do several different things at once, often 
with the result that none of them are done very well or properly: 
Joe is an excellent tennis coach, but he is spreading himself too thin 
by taking on so many 

thin end of the wedge see 

as a rake extremely thin: She insists on dieting although she's thin as 
a 

on the ground see 

thing 

near thing see 

all things to all men see 

one's (own) thing to to do what one likes to do or what one is 
good at doing: At the recreation club we all do our own 


thing. see 


a thing about (someone or something) (1) to be very fond of or 

particularly attracted to (someone or something): He has a thing 
about small blonde (2) to be scared of, to have a phobia about 

(someone or something): She has a thing about 

one of those things something that must be accepted: Our flight 

has been delayed, but that's just one of those 


a thing or two to be astute and sensible: He wouldn't drink and 


He knows a thing or 
(quite) a thing of (something) to treat (something) as very 


important, to make a fuss about (something): She's making quite a 


thing of her 
such thing (1) definitely not: He says he's a qualified teacher but 
he's no such (2) not existing: There are no such things as fairies and 


to know the first thing about (something) see 


things to see someone or something that is not there: She must 


be seeing She said she thought she saw a large snake in the 

thing is the most important point or question is: The thing is, how 
will we get the money? 

very thing see 

think 

another think coming to be quite mistaken: If you think PII still be 


here tomorrow, you have another think 
to think much of (someone or something) to have a low opinion of 
(someone or something): | didn't think much of the 


one's thinking cap on see 


better of (something) see 

nothing of (something) see 

nothing of it see 

(something) up to invent (something): He's thought up a good plot 
for a 

the world of (someone) see 


twice see 
third 


(someone) the third degree see 


Thomas 


doubting Thomas see 


thorn 

thorn in (someone's) flesh see 
thought 

for thought see 


thoughts see 


thread 

by a thread to be in a very precarious or uncertain state: Our 
chances of victory are hanging by a We are waiting to hear if two 
players will be fit in a reference to the sword of Damocles (see 
the thread to cease to follow the course or development of an 
argument, conversation, etc: The lecturer rambled on and | lost the 
three 

three-ring circus see 

three R's see 

throat 


each other's throats quarrelling fiercely: They're at each other's 
throats over custody of their 

one's own throat to cause damage or harm to oneself by one's 
own action: The firm says that if the workers insist on having a pay 
rise they will be cutting their own throats because some of them will 
have to be declared 

a frog in one's throat see 

down (someone's) throat to attack (someone) verbally or in an 
angry or violent manner: She jumped down my throat when | tried 
to explain my 

(someone) accept ideas, opinions, etc: He's always ramming his 
political views down our 

in one's throat or gullet to be difficult for one to accept or 
tolerate: It sticks in my throat the way he treats 

throne 

power behind the throne see 

throw 

caution to the (four) winds see 


good money after bad see 


in one's hand see 

in the towel see 

or knock (someone) for a loop see 
money at (something) see 
(something) out of gear see 


one's weight behind (someone or something) see 


(someone) over to leave or abandon (a girlfriend or boyfriend): She 
threw him over to go out with someone 


(someone) to the lions see 


up to vomit: The child threw up in the 

up the sponge see 

one's weight about see 

thumb 

all fingers and thumbs see 

of thumb see 

out like a sore thumb see 

a lift to ask for a lift in someone's vehicle by signalling with one's 
thumb: Two young hikers were standing at the roadside thumbing a 
one's nose at (someone or something) to express defiance or 
contempt at (someone or something), originally by making the 
rude gesture of putting one's thumb to one's nose: The new pupil 
thought it was clever to thumb her nose at the 

down rejection or disapproval: The proposal got the thumbs down 
from the from the method employed by the crowds in ancient 
Rome to indicate whether they thought the defeated gladiator 
should live or die after a fight between two gladiators.» 

up acceptance or approval: Our dress designs have been given the 
thumbs up from the above.» 

one's thumbs to do nothing, to be idle: Friday was so quiet in the 
office everyone was sitting twiddling their to rotate one's thumbs 


around each other, indicating a state of boredom.> 


(someone's) thumb under one's control or domination: The whole 
family is under the father's 
thunder 


(someone's) thunder to spoil (someone's) attempt at impressing 
people by doing what he or she intended to do before him or 
her: She knew her sister was going to announce her engagement on 
Christmas Day and she deliberately announced hers on Christmas Eve 
to steal her Dennis, a 17th/18th century playwright, invented a 
machine for simulating thunder in plays. When someone else used 
a similar device in a rival play Dennis said that he had stolen his 
thunder. 

tick 

(someone) a ticking-off to scold (someone) sharply: The teacher 
gave the boy a ticking-off for 

over to run quietly and smoothly: Sales aren't. brilliant but they're 
ticking literally of a car engine.» 

ticket 

dream ticket see 

the ticket exactly what is required: A plate of hot soup is just the 
ticket on a cold winter's 

ticket someone who can be relied upon to support one, providing 
food and so on: She regards her husband purely as a meal 

tickle 

tickled pink to be delighted: She was tickled pink with her birthday 
one's fancy see 


tide 


against the tide to do, say or believe things which are the 
opposite of what the majority of people are doing, saying or 
believing: Beth liked to swim against the tide and wore ankle-length 


skirts when all the other girls were wearing 


tide is turning used to indicate that a change is occurring in 
people's attitudes, tastes, beliefs, etc: For many years most people 
in this city preferred to live in rented accommodation, but now the 
tide is turning and people are rushing to buy 

back the tide to stop or reverse a change in attitude, taste, 
behaviour, etc: Most people now are better informed about medical 
conditions and cures, but some doctors would like to turn back the 
tide of this 

tie 

tied up to be busy or engaged: I’m afraid you can't see the He's 
tied up in a 

(someone) down to limit (someone's) freedom: She feels that 
children would tie her 

(oneself or someone) in knots see 

the knot see 

tight 

a tight corner or spot in a difficult or dangerous situation: We were 
in a tight corner practically surrounded by the 

a tight rein on (something) see 

a tight ship to to run an efficient, well-organized firm etc: During a 
recession it is exceptionally important to run a tight 

tight to be unwilling to move or take action: Now is not the time 
to change Sit tight for a 

one's belt see 


tightrope 


a tightrope to be in a very difficult situation, often one which 
involves opposing groups, which requires one to act with great 
caution and delicacy: The two sides cannot reach an amicable 
agreement and have asked Tom to intervene, but he's going to have 
to walk a tightrope to avoid upsetting at least one 

tile 

night on the tiles a celebratory evening spent in a wild and 
unrestrained manner: They had a night on the tiles after the to 
roof tiles and to cats sitting on them at night.» 

tilt 

full tilt at maximum speed: The boy ran down the street at full tilt 
to catch the to knights tilting or jousting.> 

at windmills see 

time 

of one's time with ideas in advance of one's contemporaries, often 
not understood: The philosopher was not highly rated as he was 
ahead of his 

in good time soon, when it is the right time: The guests will arrive 
all in good 

stitch in time saves nine see 

one time at a time in the past: At one time he was quite 

high time see 

the times not up-to-date, old-fashioned: His ideas are behind the 
one's time see 

time to be in prison: He's doing time for 


time immemorial see 


time see 
the time for a good part of the time, frequently: Half the time she 
doesn't know where her husband 


a thin time of it see 


a time of it to have a difficult time: The family have had a time of 
it since the father lost his 

no time for (someone or something) to have a very low opinion of 
(someone or something) and to wish not to associate with him 

or her or it: | have no time for people who are rude to old 

the time of one's life to have a very enjoyable time: The children 
had the time of their lives at the 

time on one's hands to have more free time than one can usefully 
fill with work, etc: | could help you in the | have some time on my 
hands just 


the big time see 


good time early enough, with time to spare: You should get to your 
interview in good 

(someone's) own good time when it is convenient for (someone), at 
whatever time or speed he or she chooses: There's no point in 


rushing He'll get there in his own good 


the fullness of time see 
the nick of time see 


time early enough: If we hurry we'll still get there in 


time (1) of a clock to show the time accurately: The grandfather 
clock keeps excellent (2) to perform an action in the same rhythm 


as someone else: She kept time with the musicians by clapping her 


time to find something to do to pass some idle time, especially 
time spent waiting for someone or something: I’m waiting to see 
the I’m just killing time by reading this 

good time to have as rapid, or more rapid, a journey as one 
expected: We made good time on the motorway, but the country 
roads slowed us 

time to remain in one's present position without progressing or 


taking any action: He's not applying for other He's marking time 


until something just right comes to soldiers moving their feet as if 
marching but not actually moving forwards.» 

before time not too soon, rather late: You've finally arrived? Not 
before 

time at all a very short time: It will be no time at all before your 
mother comes 

time at the right time: You'll be sent away if you don't get there on 
the time of day with (someone) to greet (someone) and have a 
brief conversation, e.g. about the weather: Whenever | meet the 
postman in the street, | pass the time of day with 

for time to act so as to delay an action, event, etc, until the time 
that conditions are better for oneself: He played for time by saying 
that he would have to discuss the situation with his wife before 
reaching a games such as cricket it means to play in such a way 
as to avoid defeat by playing defensively until the close of the 
game.» 


the test of time see 


one's time not to hurry, to take as much time as one wishes to 
do something: Take your The bus isn't due for ten 

time by the forelock to act quickly and without delay: If you want 
to travel the world take time by the forelock and go to the fact that 
time was often represented by an old man with no hair except for 
a forelock, a length of hair over his forehead.» 

time off to take a break from work: He has taken time off to look 
after his sick 


no time like the present if one has decided on a course of action 


one should get started on it right away: If you're going to take up 
running there's no time like the 
and tide wait for no man time moves on without regard for 


human beings and therefore opportunities should be grasped as 


they arise, as they may not be there for very long: If you want to 
marry her you should ask her Time and tide wait for no 

and time again repeatedly: I’ve told the child time and time again 
not to go out of the garden 

flies time passes very quickly: Is it that time already? Doesn't time 
fly? 

is getting on time is passing, it is growing late: We had better get 
Time is getting 

out of mind same as time 

was there was a time when: Time was when he could have climbed 
that hill and more like it but he’s old and stiff 

tin 

little tin god see 


the tin lid on (something) see 
tip 


on the tip of one's tongue to be about to be said: It was on the 
tip of my tongue to tell him to leave 

tip of the iceberg see 

(someone) off to give (someone) some private or secret 
information: She was going to leave without saying goodbye but he 
tipped me 

the scales see 

(someone) the wink see 

tit 

for tat repayment of injury or harm with more injury or harm: 
Your child hit mine and he hit That was simply tit for a variation 
on "blow for blow". 

to 

and froing repeatedly going backwards and forwards: There's been a 
lot of toing and froing between the two board We think a merger is 
toast 


as toast very warm and cosy: The child was warm as toast under 
her 

tod 

one's tod alone: He prefers to go on holiday on his Cockney rhyming 
slang “on one's Tod Sloan", meaning “on one's own", Tod Sloan 
having been a famous American jockey.» 

toe 

on one's toes to be alert and prepared for action: You had better 
all be on your toes The school inspector is 


the line see 


one's toes curl to make one feel very uncomfortable or 
embarrassed: It made Rick’s toes curl when his father insisted on 
singing old-fashioned songs at his eighteenth birthday 

a toe in the water to start doing something very slowly or 
gradually to see if one likes it, whether it will be successful, 
whether people will approve, etc: We're not sure how popular this 
product will be and so we've put a toe in the water by putting it in 
a small selection of our shops across the 


on (someone's) toes to offend (someone) by doing or saying 


(something) that is against his or her beliefs or opinions: ! 
obviously trod on his toes by criticizing the 

toffee 

for toffee not at all: She can't sing for 

token 

the same token in addition and for the same reason: If the firm 
expands we'll need more staff and by the same token more facilities 
for 

told see 

Tom 

peeping Tom a man who gets sexual enjoyment from secretly 


watching women undress or women who are naked, especially by 


looking through the windows of their houses: The police have 
arrested the peeping Tom who has been creeping around our the 
story of Lady Godiva who is said to have ridden naked through 
the streets of Coventry as part of a bargain made with her 
husband, Leofric, Earl of Mercia, to persuade him to lift a tax he 
had placed on his tenants. Everyone was to stay indoors so as 
not to see her but a character, later called Peeping Tom, looked 


out to see her and was struck blind.» 


or any Tom, Dick and Harry absolutely everyone or anyone, every 
ordinary person: The club does not admit every Tom, Dick and the 
fact that all three are common English Christian names.» 

ton 

a ton of bricks see brick 

tongs 

at it hammer and tongs see 

tongue 

slip of the tongue see 

on the tip of one's tongue see 

(someone) the rough edge of one's tongue see 

one's tongue in one's cheek to say something that one does not 
mean seriously or literally sometimes to say the opposite of what 
one means for a joke: He said that he worked for a very generous 
company but | could tell that he had his tongue in his 

one’s tongue to remain silent or to stop talking: | wanted to tell 
him what | thought of his actions but | decided to hold my 
tongues wagging to start people gossiping: Mark and Susan are just 
friends, but they've started tongues wagging by deciding to share a 
tool 

tools to stop working, especially as a form of protest: When Sam 
was sacked the rest of the workers immediately downed tools, 


demanding that he be 


tooth 


or get long in the tooth to be or become old: That actor's getting 
a bit long in the tooth for that 

tooth and nail to fight, struggle or argue fiercely and determinedly: 
She fought tooth and nail to get her children 

a sweet tooth see 

thin on top see 

one's top to lose one's temper: She blew her top when he came 
home 

on top of one used to indicate that someone is not coping with 
all the things that require to be done: Lisa's workload has been 
increased and it's really getting on top of 

the top of one's head to without much thought, without research 
or preparation: | don't know exactly how far it is, but off the top of 
my head I'd say 500 

top of the world see 

of the top drawer see 

the top too much, to too great an extent: He went completely over 
the top with his criticism of the 

the bill see 

top brass see 

top of the ladder or tree the highest point in a profession, etc: The 
young doctor got to the top of the surgical 

like a top to sleep very soundly: We slept like tops after our long 
walk over the pun on the fact that "sleep" used of a spinning top 
means "to spin steadily without wobbling”.> 

torch 


a torch for (someone) see 


toss 


the toss to dispute a decision: There's no point in arguing the toss. 
The judge's decision is to arguing about the result of tossing a 
coin.» 

touch 

soft touch see 

touch with (someone) in communication with (someone): ! tried to 
get in touch with an old 

touch and go it's very uncertain or precarious: It's touch and go 
with the invalid's refers to a ship that touches rocks or the ground 
but goes on past the danger without being damaged.» 

(something) into touch to reject (something) or avoid dealing with 
it: We thought that the planning committee would give their approval 
to our proposal for a new leisure complex, but they kicked it into to 
football in which a ball can be kicked over the touchline, one of 
the lines which mark the side boundaries of the playing area, and 
so is not in play» 

one's touch to lose one's usual skill or knack: He used to be good 
at getting the children to sleep but he's lost his refers to someone's 
touch on piano keys.» 

of touch with (someone) (1) no longer in contact or communication 
with (someone): The two friends have been out of touch for (2) not 
understanding or sympathetic towards: She's out of touch with the 
people in her old 

common touch the ability to understand and get on with ordinary 
people: The prince has the common 

finishing touches the final details which complete something: I’m 


just putting the finishing touches to my 


Midas touch see 
a chord see 


a nerve see 


(something) off to cause (something), to give rise to (something): 
His remarks sparked off a 

wood see 

tow 

(someone) in tow to have someone following closely behind one: 
She had her three children in 

towel 

in the towel to give up, to admit defeat: The student can't cope 
with his studies and he is throwing in the a method of conceding 
defeat in boxing.» 

tower 


tower of strength someone who is very helpful and supportive: He 


was a real tower of strength when her husband 

in an ivory tower see 

town 

out on the town to go out for a night's entertainment: We're going 
out on the town to celebrate their 

to town to act or behave without restraint, with great enthusiasm 
or with great expense: They've fairly gone to town on decorating the 
new 

the town red see 

talk of the town see 

track 

one's tracks to hide one's activities or movements: The bank raiders 


tried to cover their tracks by changing 


the wrong side of the tracks used of someone who comes from a 
poor or less desirable area of town: Mark's parents live in a huge 
house by the park; they're very snobbish and don't want him to go 
out with Judy because she comes from the wrong side of the in 

origin and refers to the fact that, when railways were built, they 


often split an area into two sharply divided districts.» 


a one-track mind see 

or lose track of (someone or to to keep or fail to keep oneself 
informed about the whereabouts or progress of (someone or 
something): He must find it difficult to keep track of all his business 
I lost track of my university friends years 

iracks (for) to leave or set out (for): It’s We must be making tracks 
(for 

the beaten track see 

the right or wrong track to on the right or wrong course to get 
the correct answer or desired result: The police think they're on the 
right track to find the 

track record the extent of a person's success or failure in his or 
her profession or trade: The salesman has an excellent track 

trail 

a trail to show or lead the way in some new activity or area of 
knowledge: His research blazed a trail in cancer to explorers going 
along a path and marking the way for those coming after them 
by stripping sections of bark from trees (blazing).» 

tread 


on (someone's) corns see 


on (someone's) toes see 


Water see 

tree 

up the wrong tree see 

to be able to see the wood for the trees see 
top of the tree see 


a gum tree see 


tremble 
be or go in fear and trembling of (someone or something) to be 
extremely afraid: The children go in fear and trembling of the school 


biblical reference to Philippians 2:12.» 


trial 

and error the trying out of various approaches or methods of 
doing something until one finds the right one: They found a cure 
for the skin rash by trial and 

and tribulations difficulties and hardships: She was complaining 
about the trials and tribulations of being a 

triangle 

eternal triangle see 

trick 

of tricks see 

trick see 

the trick to have the desired effect, to achieve the desired result: 
It's proved difficult to cure her cough but the doctor said that this 
would do the 

to miss a trick never to fail to take advantage of a favourable 
situation or opportunity to bring advantage to oneself: He was 


selling insurance to people in his holiday He never misses a 


to one's (old) tricks acting in one's usual (wrong, dishonest or 
deceitful) way: The police suspect that the local villain is up to his 
old 

trooper 

like a trooper to swear very frequently or very strongly: He was 
shocked to hear the young woman swearing like a trooper was an 
ordinary cavalry soldier.» 

trot 

the trot (1) one after the other: He won the prize for Best in Show 
for three years on the (2) very active and busy: With three children 
she's on the trot from morning till 

trouble 

in troubled waters see 


oil on troubled waters see 


trousers 

all mouth and trousers see 

(someone) with his or her trousers down see 

the trousers to make all the important decisions in a household: 
There's no point in asking him if they need any gardening work His 
wife wears the 

trowel 

it on with a trowel see 

truck 

no truck with (someone or something) to have no contact or 
dealings with (someone or something): | wouldn't have any truck 
with They're always in trouble with the 

true 


true see 


to jorm see 


trump 


one's trump card to use something very advantageous to oneself 
that one has had in reserve for use when really necessary: The 
shop manager refused to exchange the faulty stereo system until he 
played his trump card and said he wrote about consumers’ card 
games a trump is a card of whichever suit has been declared to 
be higher-ranking than the others.> 

up trumps to do the right or required thing in a difficult situation, 
especially unexpectedly: | didn’t think our team member would beat 
the champion but he turned up above—refers to drawing a card 
from the trump suit.> 

truth 

truth_see 

will out the true facts of a situation will not remain hidden or 
secret forever: He thought that no one would find out that he had 
committed bigamy, but his neighbour Truth will 


try 

it on to act in a bold way in order to find out to what extent it 
will be tolerated: He didn't expect to be allowed to go to the all- 
night He was just trying it 

one's wings see 

tug 

of love a struggle involving the custody of a child: No-one has 
asked the child's opinion in the tug of 

tune 

the tune to be the person in control who gives the orders: It’s his 
deputy who's calling the tune since he's been to the saying "He who 


pays the piper calls the tune". 


one's tune see 

tune with (something) in agreement with (something), compatible 
with (something): Our ideas on the environment are very much in 
the tune of (something) to the stated sum of money, usually high 
or higher than is expected or reasonable: Instead of hundreds he 
had to pay to the tune of thousands for that 

tunnel 

at the end of the tunnel see 

turkey 

turkey a form of treatment for drug or alcohol abuse involving 
sudden and complete withdrawal as opposed to gradual 
withdrawal: He's having a hard time trying to get off drugs cold 
turkeys voting for Christmas to used to indicate that people are very 
unlikely to act in a certain way because it would be against their 
own interests: It may seem like turkeys voting for Christmas but 
some doctors are in favour of some forms of alternative to the fact 
that turkey is one of the foods traditionally eaten at Christmas.» 
turkey to talk plainly and honestly: If you're interested in this 


business deal let's talk 


turn 

turn-up for the books something favourable which happens 
unexpectedly: He discovered there was a later bus after That was a 
turn-up for the originally to a horse that unexpectedly won a race, 


"the book" meaning the total number of bets on a race.» 


(someone) a good turn to help (someone) in some way: The boy 
did the old man a good turn and cut his lawn for 

a U-turn see 

to a turn cooked exactly right, cooked to perfection: The roast beef 
was done to a 

the worm turns see 

(someone) quite a turn to give (someone) a sudden shock or 
surprise: You gave me quite a turn coming up behind me so 

the wheels turning see 

to know which way to turn see 


to tura a hair see 


of turn (1) out of the correct order, not at the correct time: You 
played out of It was my (2) at the wrong time, without 
consideration for the circumstances of the situation, someone's 
feelings, etc: | hope I’m not talking out of turn but I think you're 
doing the wrong 

turned gamekeeper see 

tide is turning see 

turn of the year or century the end of one year or century and the 
beginning of the next: He's changing jobs at the turn of the 

a blind eye to (something) see 

back the tide see 


(someone's) head see 


of phrase a way of expressing something: The novelist has a fine 
turn of 


(someone) off to arouse feelings of dislike, disgust, etc in 
(someone): The sight of the greasy food turned me right 


one's coat see 


one's hand to (something) see 

(someone) on to arouse feelings of excitement, interest or lust (in 
someone): Jazz really turns him 

on one's heel see 

over a new leaf see 

tail see 

the corner see 

the other cheek see 

the tables on (someone) see 

to jelly see 

turtle to turn upside down, to capsize: We were afraid that the 
boat would turn turtle in the rough turtle is helpless and easy to 
kill if it is turned over on its back.» 

up ones nose at (something) see 

up trumps see 

turtle 

turtle see 

twice 

twice to give careful consideration: She wouldn't think twice about 
leaving him if someone richer came 

twiddle 

one's thumbs see 

twinkle 


the twinkling of an eye see 


(someone) was just a twinkle in his or her daddy's eye before 
(someone) was born, a long time ago: You were just a twinkle in 
your daddy's eye when | first met 


twist 


one's knickers in a twist see 


the twist insane, extremely foolish: She's round the twist to buy that 
It's falling to bits and she will need a small fortune to fix it 
(someone's) arm see 


(someone) round one's little finger see 


the knife to make a bad situation worse for someone: Anna’s 


fiancé had just broken their engagement when Julie twisted the knife 
by telling Anna that he had gone off with her 

two 

bird in the hand is worth two in the bush see 

double-edged or two-edged sword see 

iwo pins see 

two minds see 

two shakes of a lamb's tail see 

two ticks in a very short time: I'll attend to it in two to the ticking 
of a clock.» 

takes two to tango see 

as two peas in a pod see 

two and two together to come to a (correct) conclusion from what 
one sees and hears: Eventually | put two and two together and 
realized he had been in 

lesser of two evils see 

are no two ways about it see 

a penny see 

of a kind two people of a very similar type or character: Don't 


worry about her treating him They're two of a 


company, (three's a crowd) a third person who is with a couple is 
often unwanted as they want to be alone: When she went on 


holiday with her boyfriend, her mother insisted that her sister went 


too, so throughout the holiday it was very much a case of two's 
company, three's a 

wrongs do not make a right a second wrong action does not lead 
to good and does not improve a situation: Don't take revenge by 
damaging his car because he damaged two wrongs don't make a 
tyre 


tyre see 


ugly 

as sin see 

duckling see 

umbrage 

umbrage to show that one is offended: She took umbrage at not 
being asked to join our trip to the meant to feel overshadowed, 
from Latin "shade". 

uncle 

your uncle everything is or will be all right: Just apologize to him 
and Bob's your 

to (someone) like a Dutch uncle see 

Sam the United States of America: Uncle Sam is supplying some of 
the from the initials "US" which were stamped on government 
supplies, or possibly because someone called Uncle Sam was 
employed in hand- ling such supplies.» 

under 

under the hammer see 

in under the wire see 


(someone) under one's wing. see 


one's own steam see 

the influence under the influence of alcohol, drunk: He was caught 
driving under the 

the weather see 

(someone's) thumb see 

Way see 


unholy 


unholy alliance see 

university 

university of hard knocks see 

unknown 

unknown quantity see 

unsound 

unsound mind insane, deranged: He murdered his wife while of 
unsound 

unstuck 

unstuck see 

up 

in (something) up to one's neck see 

one up on (someone) see 

on the up-and-up to be making successful progress: The firm was 
doing badly but it's on the up-and-up 

right up (someone's) street see 

up against it see 

(well) up in or on (something) to have an extensive knowledge of 
(something): He's well up in modern medical 

up and running to have started and be operating well: The new 
production system is now up and 

up in arms see 

up to (someone) it is (someone's) responsibility or duty: It's up to 
him whether he joins or 

up to (something) (1) to be occupied with or in (something, often 
something dishonest, etc): What's that crook up to now? (2) to be 
good enough, strong enough, etc, to do (something): She's 


obviously not up to the 


up to no good see 
up to the mark see 


up with (someone) to be wrong with (someone): What's up with 
him? 

up in the world see 

one's tail up see 

is all up with (someone) see 

upstairs see kick 

up to much see 

number is up see 

and about out of bed, after an illness: He was ill for a long time 
but he's up and about 

likely to be successful, rising in popularity or prominence: Her 
little sister is an up-and-coming young 

and doing active and busy: | don't like doing nothing. | like to be 
up and 

for grabs see 

and downs good fortune and bad fortune, successful periods and 
unsuccessful periods: Their relationship has had its ups and 
(someone or something) to take attention or interest away from 
(someone or something): She tried to upstage the other girls at the 
ball with a very revealing ball 

the wall see 

to a point see 

to one's ears in (something) see 

to the minute see 


upshot 


upshot the result or outcome: They quarrelled and the upshot was 


that she the last shot in an archery competition. 


upper 


advantage or control (over someone): She has the upper hand in 


the custody dispute because the child lives with 


a stiff upper lip see 
one's uppers very poor: We can't pay the We're on our with no 


soles on one's shoes.» 

of the upper class or aristocracy: She has an upper-crust literally to 
the part of the pastry of a pie that covers the the filling. 
upside 

or get upsides with (someone) to be or become on a level with or 
equal with (someone): She's upsides with you She has a new car 
(something) upside down to put (something) into a state of 
disorder and confusion: We turned the house upside down looking 
for the lost 

uptake 

or slow on the uptake to quick or slow to understand: She's so 
slow on the uptake that everything has to be explained several 
Uriah Heep 

Heep a sycophant, someone who always fawns over and toadies 
to others: He's volunteered to go and get the boss's He's a real 
Uriah to a character in Charles Dickens's novel David 


use 


in useful to be useful in the future: Don't throw out that It might 
come in 

no use for (someone or something) to wish not to be associated 
with (someone or something), to think little of (someone or 
something): He has no use for people who lie and 

use of (someone) to use (someone) for one's own gain or benefit, 
to take advantage of (someone): Mary makes use of her mother for 
all sorts of jobs when she comes to 

one's loagf see 

U-turn 

a U-turn to change one's opinion, policy, etc, completely: The 


government have done a U-turn on their health originally to vehicle 


drivers making a turn in the shape of the letter U to reverse 


direction.» 


vain 

(someone's) name in vain to use (someone's) name disrespectfully, 
especially to swear using God's name: They were punished for 
taking the Lord's name in biblical reference to Exodus 20:7.» 
value 

(someone or something) at face value see 

vanish 

vanishing act see 

variety 

is the spice of life the opportunity to do different things, experience 
different situations, etc, is what makes life interesting: As variety is 
the spice of life, | will go to the pop concert although I'm really a 
jazz quotation from a poem by William Cowper.> 

veil 

a veil over (something) not to discuss (something), to keep 
(something) hidden or secret: If | were him | would draw a veil 
over his part in the 

velvet 

iron hand in the velvet glove see 

vengeance 

a vengeance very strongly, much, etc: It’s snowing with a vengeance 
vent 

one’s spleen see 

venture 


ventured, nothing gained see 


very 


very thing exactly what is required: That scarf is the very thing for 
her birthday 

vessel 

vessels make most noise see 

vested 

vested interest in (something) see 

vex 

vexed question a difficult issue or problem that is much discussed 
without being resolved: Then there is the vexed question of who is 
responsible for paying for the 

vicious 


circle see 


victory 

victory a victory in an election by a very large number of votes: 
We expected a victory but not a landslide 

victory see 

view 

bird's-eye view of (something) (1) a view of (something) seen from 
high above: We got a marvellous bird's-eye view of the town from 
the top of the (2) a brief description, etc, of (something): The 
book gives a bird's-eye view of alternative medicine, but you will 
require something more 

view of (something) considering (something), because of 
(something): In view of his behaviour he will have to be 


a dim view of (something) see 


villain 


villain of the piece the person responsible for an act of evil or 
wrongdoing: We wondered who had broken the window—the boy 
next door turned out to be the villain of the originally to the villain 
in a play.» 


vine 


clinging vine a possessive person, someone who likes always to be 
with someone else: His wife's a real clinging 

on the vine to die, to come to an end without being used, 
finished, etc: The research department has some good ideas but they 
wither on the vine because the company does not have the money to 
put them into of grapes withering on the vine instead of being 
picked and eaten or made into wine.» 

violet 

shrinking violet a very timid, shy person: She won't speak in She's 
very much a shrinking 

viper 

a viper in one's bosom to be helpful to, or supportive of, someone 
who does one harm: The boy whom they were fostering attacked 
their son with a They were nursing a viper in their viper is a 
poisonous snake.» 

vital 

statistics one's chest, waist and hip measurements: The announcer 
at the beauty contest gave everyone's vital originally to statistics 
dealing with population.» 


voice 


voice crying in the wilderness (someone) expressing an opinion or 
warning that no one takes any notice of: She told them that the 
proposed product would not sell but she was a voice crying in the 
biblical reference to John the Baptist in Matthew 3:3.» 

still, small voice (of reason) the expression of a calm, sensible 
point of view: The still, small voice of reason told her not to accept 
a lift from the stranger, but she biblical reference to | Kings 19:12..> 
volume 

volumes to express a great deal of meaning without putting it into 
words: She made no reply to his insult but her look spoke 


vote 


vote of confidence a vote taken to establish whether or not the 
government, a group of people, a person, etc, is still trusted and 
supported: The chairman survived the board's vote of 

turkeys voting for Christmas see 

with one's feet to leave: The workers had no confidence in the new 


management and so they voted with their feet and found other 


wag 

tongues wagging see tongue 
tail is wagging the dog see 
wagon 


the wagons of a group of people, to work together to protect 


themselves against possible harm or danger: Members of the board 
of directors began circling the wagons when news of a hostile take- 
over bid reached the American West travelling pioneers used to 
form their wagons into a circle if they were under attack.» 

off the wagon to start drinking again after having stopped: Jock 
gave up drinking alcohol because of his health several years ago, but 
he fell off the wagon recently when his wife left 

one's wagon to a star to have noble or high ambitions or aims: 
He was born into a very poor family but he had hitched his wagon 
to a star and was determined to go to to a quotation from "Society 
at Solitude" by Ralph Waldo Emerson.» 

the wagon not drinking alcohol: He's on the wagon for health to a 
water wagon.» 

wait 

in wait to be on the watch (for someone), to ambush (someone): 
The rock star tried to leave by the back exit, but his fans were lying 
in wait for 

in the wings see 


wake 


wake-up call something that rouses or shocks people into taking 


action: The recent floods caused a great deal of damage in the Let's 


hope that this acts as a wake-up call to the council and that they 
do something to prevent such damage happening 

the wake of (something) immediately following, and often caused 
by (something): Disease came in the wake of the «"Wake" refers 
literally to the strip of water left by the passing of a ship.» 

up and smell the coffee see coffee 

walk 

of the walk see 

a tightrope see 

it to win or succeed easily: He was nervous about the match but 
he walked 

of life occupation or profession, way of earning a living: People 

from all walks of life joined the 

on air see 

wall 


climbing the wall(s) to feel frustrated, bored or impatient: It poured 


with rain all the time we were at the holiday cottage; there was 
nothing to do inside and we were all climbing the walls by the end 
of the 

to the wall to suffer ruin: Many small firms went to the wall during 
the uncertain.» 

one's back to the wall see 

the wall to reach a point where you can go no further or achieve 
no more: l've hit the wall in my career and will have to get more 


educational qualifications before | get promoted 


(someone) to the wall to punish someone severely or make 
him/her suffer because one is very angry: Bert is furious with his 
son and says that he is going to nail him to the wall for driving his 
car without 

the wall unconventional, strange: A few people find Terry's jokes 
funny, but they're a bit off the wall for most of 


writing on the wall see 

the wall very annoyed, irritated, harassed, etc: These children are 
driving me up the wall with their 

have ears someone may be listening (to a secret conversation: Be 
careful what you say in the It’s not busy but walls have 

like to be a fly on the wall see 

Walter 

Walter Mitty someone who invents stories about himself to make 
his life seem more exciting: | was amazed at some of his 
adventures until | discovered that he was a Walter to a character in 
a James Thurber short story.» 

want 

to want to know see 

war 

been in the wars to have a slight injury: "You've been in the wars," 
said the nurse to the little boy who had broken his leg falling off a 
the warpath very angry: Look Father's discovered the broken window 
and he's on the American Indian expression.» 

of nerves see 

war of words a fierce argument or disagreement: Management and 
unions are engaged in a war of words which will be of no benefit to 
the 


warm 

as toast see 

the cockles of the heart see 

wart 

and all including all the faults and disadvantages: Her husband is 
a bit irresponsible, but she loves him warts and to the fact that 
Oliver Cromwell instructed his portrait painter, Sir Peter Lely, to 
paint him as he really was, including his warts, rather than try to 


make him look more handsome.» 


wash 

out in the wash to come to a satisfactory end: Don't worry about 
making a mistake on your first It'll all come out in the literally of a 
stain on clothes, etc, that comes out when the article is washed.» 
one's dirty linen in public same as air one's dirty linen in public see 
exhausted: She felt completely washed-out after her long literally of 
garments which have lost colour as a result of lots of washing.» 
ruined, finished: Their relationship is all washed to a shipwreck.> 
one's hands of (something) see 

won't wash to be regarded as unacceptable or incredible: Barry 
wants to go to the football match but his story about having to visit 
his sick granny won't wash with the 

waste 

a waste of space to be completely useless: My new assistant is a 


total waste of She can't even take a telephone message properly. 


waste (something) to destroy or ruin (something) by force: The 
invading army laid waste the 

not, want not if one is careful not to waste anything, it is likely 
that one will never be lacking or in need: Don't throw out that 
Waste not, want 

watch 

watching paint dry see 

or a watched pot never boils see 

one's back see 

(someone) like a hawk see 

water 

water off a duck's back see 

(someone or something) out of the water to destroy or defeat 
(someone or something) utterly: Our team looked much the 
stronger but they were blown out of the water by the 


in the water see 


in muddy or troubled waters see 

water to be accurate, to be able to be proved true: Your theory 
won't hold to a vessel or container that is not broken.» 

deep water see 

hot water see 

a fish out of water see 

one's mouth water see 


and water see 


the waters to confuse a situation: It was perfectly clear what 
everyone was doing in the organization of the féte until Jan came 
along trying to change things and generally muddying the 

the first water see 

oil on troubled waters see 

or throw cold water on (something) see 

a toe in the water see toe 

money like water see 

waters run deep see 

to (something) like a duck to water see 

the water/waters to try to find out what the reaction is likely to be 
to a plan before one puts it into effect: It is thought that the leak 
about proposed major changes to the health service which was in all 
the newspapers yesterday was the government's way of testing the 
water to take very little action: This is not a time to expand the We 
should tread water for a to keep oneself afloat in water by moving 
the legs (and arms) rather than by swimming.» 

(something) down to make (something) less serious, exciting, etc, 
than it really was: We had better water down the account of the 
accident for my mother or she'll to dilute with water. 

under the bridge something that is past and cannot be changed 
and should be forgotten: Stop worrying about our It’s water under 
the 


waterfront 
the waterfront an American phrase meaning to cover a wide range 
of things or a wide range of aspects of something: The new 


magazine claims to cover the waterfront of business 


Waterloo 

one's Waterloo see 

wave 

on the crest of a wave see 

waves to cause trouble: Alison's father doesn't want her to marry 
Robert and he keeps trying to make waves for the young couple in 
the hope that they will split 

the same wavelength as (someone) having the same opinions, 
attitudes, tastes, etc, as (someone): We'll never be We're just not 
on the same 

wax 


whole ball of wax see 


way 

set in one's ways to have a set routine in your life and to dislike 
having this disrupted: I’m a bit worried about having to ask my 
parents to look after the children for a few days; they've become very 
set in their ways since they 

fight or find or organize, etc, one's way out of a paper bag. see 
both ways see 

into the way of (something or doing something) to become 
accustomed to (something or doing something): She can't get into 
the way of using the 

or have one's own way to do or get what one wants: We all 
wanted to go to the beach but as usual she got her own way and 


we went to the 


back a long way to used to indicate that people have known each 
other for a long time: Jim and Ted go back a long way; apparently, 
they were at primary school 

out of one's way to do more than is really necessary, to make a 
special effort: She went out of her way to be kind to the new 

the way of all flesh to die or come to an end: He must have gone 
the way of all flesh by Otherwise he would be over 100 years 

a way with (someone or something) to have a special knack with 
(someone or something), to be good at handling (someone or 
something): He has a way with 

come a long way to to have changed or improved a great deal 
since starting out: Jack has come a long way since he used to clean 
windows in our street; he now owns several local 

everything one's own way to get everything done according to one's 
wishes: The boss won't listen to any He likes to have everything his 
own 

it both ways to have the advantages of two sets of situations, 
each of which usually excludes the possibility of the other: She 
wants a full-time job but she wants to look after her children She's 
not going to be able to have it both 

a bad way very ill, injured, distressed, etc: The accident victim is in 
a bad 

the_way to go first, to be in front: Which country leads the way in 
electronics? 

the other way see 

one's way to cease to know where one is or which direction one 


is going in: We lost our way in the 


one's way to go, to progress: Make your way to the first 
way. for (someone or something) to stand aside to leave room for 


(someone or something): Older people must retire and make way 


for the 

one's ways to improve one's behaviour: You'll have to mend your 
ways if you want to stay with the 

Way see 

to know which way to turn to to be in trouble and to be too 
confused to be able to decide what to do for the best: Jane's a 
single parent with two children and has just been told that the 
landlord is not renewing the lease on her She simply does not know 
which way to 

way and another in various ways: He was made to feel very 
unwelcome in one way and 

the way about to happen or arrive: The food's on its 

one’s way to pay one's expenses or one's share of expenses: 
David's family have invited Pam to join them on holiday as their 
guest, but she is insisting on paying her 


the way for (something) see 


(someone) up the wrong way see rub 
one's way to (doing something) to be able and willing to (do 
something): Could you see your way to giving me a lift to work? 
parting of the ways see 

are no two ways about it no other opinion, attitude, etc, is 
possible: He's guilty as There are no two ways about 

way in progress: His plans are well under 

and means methods, especially unofficial ones: We don't have the 


money yet, but there are ways and means of getting 


there's a will there's a way a saying used to indicate that if one is 
determined to do something, then one will find a way to succeed 
in doing it: If Janet really wants to start her own business she'll find 
the money Where there's a will there's a 


wayside 


by the wayside to fail to continue to the end of something; to 
give up in the course of doing something: Not all students Some 
fall by the biblical reference to the parable of the sower in Luke 
8:5.» 

weak 

a weak moment at a time when one is feeling unusually kind, 
generous, sympathetic, etc: In a weak moment | agreed to let her 
stay at my 

weak link in the chain see 

wear 

the worse for wear (1) to be in a bad state, looking tired, ill, 
untidy, etc: Jenny had been up all night finishing her essay and 
looked decidedly the worse for wear when she arrived for her first (2) 
to be drunk: We were all the worse for wear after the office 

one's heart on one's sleeve see 

the trousers see 

weather 

a weather eye open see 

heavy weather of (something) see 

the weather unwell: She left work early feeling under the 

the storm see 


web 


tangled web used to describe a very complicated, confused 
situation: Sue wanted to work abroad for a while but she had 
difficulty in making her way through the tangled web of information 
about work 

wedding 


wedding see 


wedge 
a wedge between to cause disagreement or ill will between two 


people or two groups, especially when they were formerly friendly: 


The two sisters were very close to each other as young women, but a 
disagreement over their mother's will drove a wedge between them 
and they haven't spoken to each other 

thin end of the wedge to a minor event or action which could be 
the first stage of something major and serious or harmful: Letting 
her stay for a week is the thin end of the Soon she'll want to stay 
weep 

buckets see 

weight 

weight off one's mind used to indicate that one no longer has to 
worry about something which has been worrying one for some 
time: Mel's father was waiting for a heart operation for months and 
it was a weight off her mind when he finally got 

weight to have influence, to be considered important: Their opinion 
won't carry any 

one's weight to do one's fair share of work, etc: We'll finish this in 


time if we all pull our 


above one's weight to to try to do something which is thought to 
be beyond one's abilities: Rob is really going to have to punch 
above his weight to stay in the team, because all of the rest of the 
players in it have much more 

the weight off one's feet to sit down: Do you mind if | take the 
weight off my feet for a while? I’ve been shopping all day and I’m 
one's weight about or around to use one's power and influence in 
a bullying way: The deputy manager is throwing his weight around 
when the manager is 

one's weight behind (someone or something) to support (someone 
or something): Jill is almost certainly going to be club president 
because most of the women students have thrown their weight behind 
(something) up to assess (something): It's difficult to weigh up our 


chances of 


its or one's weight in gold see 

well 

well out of (something) to be fortunate in having got out of 
(something): You're well out of that She's not to be 

welly 

it some welly used informally to put effort and energy into doing 
something: You'll never finish painting the sitting room today if you 
go so Give it some welly! 

off (1) having plenty of money, rich: They're very well off although 
they live very (2) in a fortunate situation: He's looking for a new 
He doesn't know when he's well 


west 


west to be ruined, to be finished: Our hopes of victory have gone 
slang from World War l.» 

wet 

behind the ears to be young, inexperienced and naive: You can't 
expect him to deal with that difficult He's still wet behind the 
blanket see 

the baby's head see 

one's whistle see 

whale 

a whale of a time to have an extremely enjoyable time: The 
children had a whale of a time at the 

what 

(someone) what for to scold or punish (someone): You'll get what 
for borrowing his bike without 

what's what to know the details of a situation, to know what is 
going on: He's the only one who knows what's what in the 

have you and similar things: Put your suitcase and what have you 
over 

of it? what does it matter?: So I’ve annoyed What of it? 


wheel 

fifth wheel a person or thing that is not needed or is not wanted: 
Jo said that she needed people to help get the hall ready for the 
party, but, when 1 arrived, there were so many helpers there already 
that | felt like a fifth to the fact that a vehicle needs only four 


wheels to keep running.» 


the wheels turning to keep (something) operating smoothly: We 
need a competent office manager who will keep the wheels of the 
business 

the wheels see 

a spoke in (someone's) wheel see 

one's shoulder to the wheel see 

the wheel to do something which one considers new or innovative, 
but which is, in fact, very similar to something which has been 
done by someone else; to start a project from scratch without 
taking advantage of available information, research, etc: The new 
head teacher has spent ages working out a new timetable for the 
school, but it is practically identical to the old He has wasted 
valuable time reinventing the 

the wheels in motion to to start a process off: If you want to get 
planning permission you'll have to set the wheels in motion right 
and dealing acting in an astute but sometimes dishonest or 
immoral way, especially in business: He made a lot of money from 
wheeling and dealing in the antiques 

within wheels used to indicate a very complicated situation with 
many different things involved, all influencing each other: The 
political situation there is extremely complicated, definitely a case of 
wheels within wheels, and | have not begun to understand 

while 

(someone's) while worth (someone's) time and effort: If you do the 


work he'll make it worth your 


whip 
the whip see 


fair crack of the whip see 


the whip hand to have control or an advantage: He has the whip 
hand in that He makes all the to coach-driving.» 

whipping boy someone who is blamed and punished for someone 
else's mistakes: The young clerk is the whipping boy for the whole 
literally to a boy who was punished for any misdeeds a royal 
prince made, since the tutor was not allowed to strike a member 
of the royal family. 

whirl 

(something) a whirl to give something a try to see if one likes it, 
finds it suitable, etc: | haven't heard any reports about the new 
restaurant, but we're going to give it a whirl on our wedding 
whisker 

by a whisker to win by a very short amount: Labour won the 
election by a 

cat's whiskers same as the cat's pyjamas see 

whisper 


a stage whisper see 


whistle 

whistling in the dark see 

the whistle on (someone) see 

as a whistle see 

one's whistle to have a drink: It's Let's stop and wet our 


in the wind see 


for (something) to ask for (something) with no hope of getting it: 
You may need extra money but you can whistle for from an old 
sailors' superstition that when a ship is becalmed, whistling can 
summon up a wind.» 

white 

whited sepulchre someone who pretends to be moral and virtuous 
but is in fact bad: He seems very pious but he beats his wife and 


biblical reference to Matthew 23:27.» 


white elephant see 
the white feather see 


as a sheet see 


lie a not very serious lie: l'd rather tell her a white lie than tell her 
| don't like her 

than white extremely honest and moral: Mark's father always 
seemed to be whiter than white until it was revealed, when he died, 
that he had had a mistress for more than twenty 

whole 

the whole hog see 

whole new ball game see 

whole ball of wax see 

whole (bang) shoot or the whole shooting match see 

whoop 

it up to celebrate in a noisy, extravagant way: He really whooped it 
up before his 

wick 

on (someone's) wick to annoy or irritate (someone) greatly. 

wicket 

on a sticky wicket see 


wide 


wide open used of a competition of some kind to indicate that it 
is very difficult to predict the winner as the competitors seem 
equally good: Jim is hoping to win, but the race is wide 

one's net wide see 

widow 

widow see 

wild 

wild goose chase a search or hunt that cannot end in success: | 
knew it was a wild goose chase to look for an open restaurant at 
that time in the 

wild to behave in an uncontrolled, undisciplined way: The children 
run wild while their parents are at 

one's wild oats to to enjoy oneself in a wild and sometimes 
promiscuous way when one is young: He's sown his wild oats as a 
young man and now he wants to get married and settle 

like wildfire to spread extremely rapidly: The disease spread like 
wildfire through the small was probably a kind of fire started by 
lightning.» 

horses would not drag (someone) to something or somewhere see 
wilderness 

voice crying in the wilderness see 

will 

there's a will there's a way 

horse see 

a will enthusiastically and energetically: The children worked with a 
will weeding the 

the best will in the world see 

win 


the day same as carry the day see 


the battle but lose the war see 


wind 

straw in the wind see 

one's second wind to find renewed energy to go on doing 
something after a period of feeling tired and weak: | got very tired 
halfway up the mountain, but, after a bit of a rest, | got my second 
wind of (something) to receive information about (something) 
indirectly or secretly: We got wind of the enemy's to the scent of 
an animal carried by the wind.» 

the wind about to happen, being placed or prepared: | think major 
changes are in the wind at 

an ill wind see 

the wind up to become frightened or nervous: He got the wind up 
when he heard the police were after 

the wind to get enough money to do (something): They're trying to 
raise the wind to buy a 

close to the wind see 

which way the wind blows see 

in the wind to try to do something impossible and so waste time 
and effort: James says that he has sent in several applications and 
that he is sure that he will get a job in journalism soon. He's just 


spitting in the wind, because he's got no qualifications and no 


the wind out of (someone's) sails to reduce (someone's) pride in 


his or her cleverness, abilities, etc: She was boasting about how 


many exams she had passed when we took the wind out of her sails 
by telling her that everyone else had passed to the fact that a ship 
takes the wind out of another ship's sails if it passes close to it 
on the windward side.» 

caution to the (four) winds to to begin to behave recklessly: She 
had very little money but she threw caution to the winds and bought 


a new 


in the wind to make a statement or promise which is pointless 
since it is very unlikely to have any effect or produce any results: 
The owner of the firm has promised staff that he will find a buyer 
for it who will keep on all the work force, but he is whistling in the 
Any buyer would reduce the number of staff 

windmill 

at windmills to struggle against imaginary opposition: She thinks 
everyone in the office is trying to get rid of her but she is tilting at 
windmills. Most people think she is good at her to an episode in 
Cervantes' novel Don Quixote in which the hero mistakes a row of 
windmills for giants and attacks them.» 

window 

out the window to disappear completely; to be ignore or forgotten 
about: We had great plans for travelling around the world after we 
were married, but they soon went out the window when our twins 
were 

the presentation of something to show the most favourable parts 
and hide the rest: There's a lot of window-dressing in this It 
mentions all the benefits of the scheme but it glosses over the 
literally to the arranging of goods in a shop window to attract 
customers.» 


wing 


(someone's) wings see 

a wing and a prayer used to indicate that you hope to do 
something successfully even though you do not have the resources 
to do so: George is running his business on a wing and a prayer at 
the moment and he is desperately hoping that his financial situation 
will improve 

one's wings (1) to leave home: ! like living at home but 1 think it's 
time to spread my wings and find a (2) to try to put into practice 


one's own ideas, to make use of one's abilities: So far she has 


been carrying out the head of department's suggestions but it is time 
for her to spread her to young birds ready to try to fly and leave 
the nest for the first time.» 

(someone) under one's wing to take (someone) under one's 
protection and guidance: Someone should take the new girl under 
their She feels lost in this large to the practice of some birds of 
covering their young with their wings.» 

one's wings to try to do something which one has never done 
before in order to see if one will be successful at it: Lucy had 
never been left in charge of the shop for any length of time, but she 
was willing to try her wings while the manager took a week's 

in the wings in a state of readiness to do something, especially to 
take over someone else's job: She's afraid to be away from the 
office for very long because her assistant is just waiting in the waiting 


in the wings of a theatre stage ready to go on stage.» 


it to do something without planning or preparation, to improvise: 
| have to give an after-dinner speech tonight and I’ve no time to 
prepare anything; I'll just have to wing 

wink 

nod is as good as a wink to a blind horse see 

winks see 

sleep a wink not to be able to sleep at all: | didn't sleep a wink 
because | was worrying about the next day's 

(someone) the wink to give (someone) information secretly or 
privately: He tipped me the wink that it was her 

wipe 

the floor with (someone) see 

the grin off (someone's) face see 

wire 

to the to the last possible minute: Negotiations had to end at 
midnight and both sides talked right down to the 


or have one's wires crossed to be involved in a misunderstanding: ! 
thought it was tomorrow we were meeting. | must have got my wires 
to telephone wires.» 

in under the wire to do something or get somewhere at the last 
possible minute: Applications for the competition closed yesterday 
afternoon and | just got in under the wire with 

wisdom 

of wisdom see 

wise 

wise guy someone who thinks that he is smart, knowledgeable, 
etc, and acts as if he is: He's such a wise guy that everybody 
dislikes 

wise after the event see 


the wiser knowing no more than one did before: | was none the 
wiser after his 

(someone) wise to (something) to give (someone) information about 
(something), make (someone) aware of (something): Her friend put 
her wise to his police 

wish 

thinking believing that, or hoping that, something unlikely is true 
or will happen just because one wishes that it would: | hoped that 
we would win but it was just wishful 
(someone) joy of (something) to wish that (something) will be a 
pleasure or benefit to someone (although one doesn't think it 
will): | wish you joy of that car, but | found it 

wit 

one’s wits’ end worried and desperate: She's at her wits’ end about 
her missing 

one’s wits about one to be alert and watchful: Keep your wits about 


you when doing business with People say he is a 


by one's wits to live by cunning schemes rather than by working: 


He hasn't done a day's work in his He lives by his 


one's wits against (someone) to use one's intelligence to try to 
defeat (someone): The police know that they are pitting their wits 
against a master 

(someone) out of his or her wits to frighten (someone) very much: 
They were scared out of their wits when they saw the man with a 


witch 


a search for and persecution of people who are thought to have 
done something wrong, hold opinions which are thought to be 
dangerous etc: The company are conducting a witch-hunt of certain 
union historically to organized hunts for people thought to be 
witches.> 

without 

rhyme or reason see 

so much as a see 

wolf 

lone wolf see 

wolf in sheep's clothing someone evil and dangerous who seems to 
be gentle and harmless: She trusted him but when he turned nasty 
she realized that he was a wolf in sheep's biblical reference to 
Matthew 7:15.» 

wolf to give a false warning of danger, to call unnecessarily for 
help: She said there was an intruder in the garden but she was only 
crying to one of Aesop's fables in which a shepherd boy used to 
amuse himself by calling out that a wolf was coming to attack his 
sheep and did this so many times when it was not true that no 
one believed when it was true, and all his sheep were killed.> 
the wolf from the door to to prevent poverty and hunger: He earns 
very little, but enough to keep the wolf from the 


wonder 


nine days' wonder see 
wonder it is not surprising: No wonder you're It's very 


wonder see 


wood 

wood see 

to be able to see the wood for the trees not to be able to consider 
the general nature of a situation, etc, because one is 
concentrating too much on details: She's so busy worrying about 
putting the commas in the right place that she doesn't appreciate the 
quality of the She can't see the wood for the 

of the woods out of danger or difficulties: The patient is improving 
but he's not out of the woods 

or that, etc, neck of the woods see 

wood to touch something made of wood, supposedly to keep away 
bad luck: None of us is Touch wood! to a well-known superstition. 
woodwork 

out of the woodwork suddenly to appear in large numbers: When 
the police announced that there was to be a reward for information 
leading to the arrest of the old lady's attacker, witnesses started 
coming out of the woodwork all over the 

wool 

the wool over (someone's) eyes to deceive (someone): He pulled the 
wool over her eyes by pretending to be in love with her but he was 
really after her 

day-dreaming: The boss complains about her She has no to 
someone wandering around hedges gathering wool left by sheep.» 
word 


man of his word see 


as good as one's word see 


one's words to admit that one was wrong in what one said: | said 
he would be last but | was forced to eat my words when he 

the word go see 

a word in edgeways or edgewise to have difficulty in breaking into a 
conversation: The old friends were so busy chatting that their 
husbands couldn't get a word in 

on (someone's) words to listen carefully and eagerly to everything 
that someone says: The student hangs on the lecturer's 

a word in (someone's) ear to tell (someone) something in private: 
She doesn't know he's | think you should have a word in her 

a word with (someone) to have a short conversation with 
(someone): ld like a word with you before the 

the last word see 

words to argue or quarrel: You can tell from their expressions that 
they've had 

a word briefly: In a word, | dislike 

one's word to do as one promised to do: He said he would be 
there and he kept his 

the word see 

in a good word for (someone) to say something favourable about 
(someone), to recommend (someone): You might get the job if he 


puts a good word in for 


words into (someone's) mouth to say that someone has said 
something when he/she did not; to suggest that someone is 
going to say something when he/she has no intention of doing 
so: The child's mother had a right to be present when the police 
were questioning him, but she kept putting words into his 

the word say what you want and your wishes will be carried out: 


If you want some food just say the 


(someone) at his or her word to believe (someone) without 
question and act accordingly: He said | could buy goods at a 
discount, and | took him at his 


(someone's) word for it to believe what someone says without 


question and without proof: You don't have to take my word for it 
that | was not the last to Ask Jenny, who was still in the hall when 
l 

the words out of (someone's) mouth to say what (someone) was 
just about to say: You took the words right out of my | was going 
to suggest a trip to the cinema 

last word see 

fail me | cannot put my feelings into words: Words fail me when 1 
think of their 

work 

in a day's work see 

work and no play makes Jack a dull boy to jack, people should 
take some leisure time and not work all the time: Take some time 
off and come swimming. You have been working really hard and all 
work and no play makes Jack a dull 


nasty piece of work see 
(someone) the works to give (someone) the complete treatment: 


She went to the beauty salon and had the slang for to kill 
someone.» 


up the works see 


one's work cut out to face a very difficult task: You'll have your 
work cut out to get there on to have a lot of work ready for one.» 
piece of work see 

a spanner in the works see 

up agitated, annoyed: She's all worked up because they're 


like a dream see 


out to come to a successful conclusion: I’m glad things worked out 
for 

the oracle see 

your fingers to the bone see 

world 

man of the world a sophisticated and worldly man: He won't be 
shocked by her He's a man of the 

down in the world to be less well off, less successful, etc, than 
formerly: The family have come down in the Their grandfather owned 
several businesses and lived in a huge house, but his grandsons both 
live in rented flats and are 

up in the world to be better off, more successful, etc, than 
formerly: Joan's family have come up in the They live in a large 
detached house and have a chain of restaurants, but their grandfather 
was an immigrant who arrived in this country with 

to the world see 

(someone) the world of good to have a very good effect on 
(someone); to be of great benefit or advantage to (someone): Jane 
has been ill and a holiday will do her the world of 


all the world like (someone or something) exactly like (someone or 
something): She looked for all the world like a 


or get the best of both worlds see 
the best of both worlds see 


a small world see 

takes all sorts (to make a world) see 

the end of the world used to make someone realize that things are 
not as bad as they think they are: It's a pity that you failed your 
driving test but it's not the end of the You can take it 

to be long for this world to be about to die: The old man's family 
have been sent It is thought that he will not be long for this 


top of the world very cheerful and happy: She's on top of the world 
with her new 

of this world remarkably good: The food was out of this 

the world on fire see 

the world of (someone) to be extremely fond of (someone): He 
thinks the world of his 

the best will in the world see 

world is (someone's) oyster (someone) has a great many possible 
opportunities or chances: With those qualifications the world is your 
to a quotation from Shakespeare's The Merry Wives of Act 2, scene 
ii. 


worm 


can of worms an extremely complicated and difficult situation: It 
has been suggested that several politicians may be involved in the 
financial scandal; it could be a real can of worms for the to the fact 
that worms wriggle around a lot.» 

the worm turns even the most humble or meek person will protest 
if treated badly enough: He had bullied her for years, so it was no 
surprise when she eventually left him—even the worm 

worse 

none the worse for (something) not to have been harmed or badly 
affected by (something): The group of students had to stay on the 
mountain all night because of bad weather, but they were none the 
worse for their 

the worse for wear see 

worship 

the ground (someone) walks on see 

worth 

all one is worth using maximum effort: We ran for all we were 
worth to catch the last 

its or one's weight in gold see 


one's salt see 

(someone's). while see 

wound 

one's wounds to try to recover from a situation in which one has 
been badly defeated or humiliated: Our national rugby team is 
licking its wounds after its shocking defeat last 

old wounds to remind people of past unpleasant experiences which 
they would prefer to forget about: It would be better not to tell 
Helen that her ex-fiancé is in town with his wife; it would only 
reopen old 


salt in the wound see 


wrap 

(something) under wraps to keep (something) secret or hidden: 
We're keeping our new product under wraps until the 

the wraps off (something) to reveal, or give details about, 
something that has been secret up till now: Everyone wants to 
know what is going to happen but the company has still not taken 
the wraps off its plan for 

oneself in the flag see 

(someone) in cotton wool see 

up in (someone or something) absorbed in, giving all one's 
attention to (someone or something): She's completely wrapped up 
in her 

(something) up to finish (something) completely: At last the 
contract is all wrapped 

wringer 

put through the wringer to have experienced a very difficult or 
painful period or situation: Val has really been put through the 
wringer this Her mother died, her father's been very ill and she lost 
her 


wrist 


slap on the wrist see 

writ 

large used to indicate that something is in its most extreme form: 
All three new trainees are related to directors of the firm; that is 
nepotism writ 

write 


to write home about see 


writing on the wall something which indicates that something 


unpleasant, such as failure, unhappiness, disaster, etc, will happen: 
She should have seen the writing on the wall when her boss kept 
complaining about her biblical reference to Daniel 5:5-31, in which 
the coming destruction of the Babylonian empire is made known 
to Belshazzar at a feast through mysterious writing on a wall.» 
wrong 

in the wrong to be blameworthy, to be guilty of error: You must 
admit that you were in the 

the wrong side of the tracks see 

hold of the wrong end of the stick see 

off on the wrong foot see 

out of bed on the wrong. side see 


on the wrong side of (someone) to cause (someone) to dislike or 


be hostile to one: It's unwise to get on the wrong side of the 
to put a foot wrong not to make a mistake of any kind: The player 
didn't put a foot wrong in the whole 


the wrong track see 


wrongs do not make a right see 


x/v[z 


yarn 

a yarn to tell a long story, especially an untrue one that is given 
as an excuse: When he was late he spun some yarn about being 
delayed by a herd of a story is compared to spinning a long 
thread.» 

year 

year dot a long time ago, the beginning of time: I’ve known him 
since the year 

yesterday 

born yesterday experienced and not easily fooled: You don't expect 
me to believe that! | wasn't born yesterday! 

young 

only young. once one should take advantage of the opportunities 


that arise when one is young and has the energy, freedom, etc, to 
enjoy or exploit them: You should take the job After all, you're only 
young 

zero 

hour the time at which something is due to begin: The party 
begins tonight at eight and it's only two hours until zero a military 


term.» 
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THE CHANGING FACE OF 
ENGLISH 


We have witnessed the most amazing number of changes in society 
in recent decades. Many of them have taken place so rapidly that 
some of us can scarcely keep up with the speed of change. 

The most obvious speedy changes have taken place in 
technology but technological changes have affected many other 
walks of life, indeed most walks of life. They have affected 
everything from medicine to transport to entertainment to 
communications. Language is not immune from these changes. At 
the very least, it has had to accommodate names for the many new 
things and processes that the technological changes have led to. 


HISTORICAL CHANGES IN VOCABULARY 


Language is no stranger to change. In fact it reflects everything that 
happens in life. If it is out there, there must be a word for it. An 
obvious example of how events in a particular country affect 
language is the effect that the various invaders of what are now the 
British Isles had on the English language. 


For example, the Vikings may be best remembered for their 
plundering and pillaging but they left behind a useful linguistic 
heritage. Thanks to them we have words such as /aw, skill, egg, 
knife, skate and many more. 

The Norman invasion, masterminded by William the Conqueror in 
1066, gave rise to even more words entering the English language. 
This French influence gave us justice, money, action and village, to 
name but a few. 

English explorers and traders also contributed to the growth of the 
English language by bringing back words from the various places 
they visited. For example, the language acquired umbrella, granite 
and bandit from Italian, bungalow, cot, shampoo and chintz from 
Hindi and cigar, cork and negro from Spanish. This last word was to 
cause much controversy in later times and came to be regarded as 
very offensive. 

The Renaissance of the 16th and 17th centuries, with its revival of 
classical scholarship and a renewed interest in Latin and Greek, had 
a great effect on the English language. During this time many Latin 
and Greek words underwent a process of naturalization and ended 
up in English. A few examples include crisis, vital, locate, credible, 
exclaim and apparatus. This was a very busy time for the English 
language. 

Over the centuries there have been many sources that have 
provided new words for the English language. From Japanese, 
English has acquired judo, tsunami, karaoke and sushi, from 
Chinese, tea, ketchup and kowtow, and from Yiddish, spiel, kosher 
and chutzpah. From Russian, English acquired czar/tsar, glasnost, 
icon, perestroika and vodka and Australia supplied it with 


boomerang, budgerigar and kangaroo. lt seems that the English 
language is like a magpie, forever picking up new shiny items to add 
to its already rich store. 


CHANGES OF MEANING 


The changes in the English language are by no means restricted to 
vocabulary additions. Changes also occur once the words are part of 
the English language. Sometimes the changes involve meaning. A 
classic historical example of meaning change relates to the word 
silly. Now it means ‘foolish, lacking sense or judgement, but this 
meaning only evolved gradually. The word silly is derived from Old 
English gesaelig, meaning ‘happy’. This became first seely in Middle 
English and then silly. As the form of the word changed, so did its 
meaning. It went from meaning ‘happy’ to meaning ‘blessed or 
pious’. 

The change in the meaning of silly continued. From ‘pious’ the 
meaning became ‘innocent’, then ‘harmless’ and then ‘to be pitied’. 
This became ‘feeble’ and then ‘feeble in the mind’. From this it was 
an easy step to the modern meaning of the word. This is, of course, 
an example of a change that is both extreme and historical. 


WORDS WHOSE MEANING HAS CHANGED 


There have been many more changes in meaning throughout the 
centuries and they are still occurring. A few of them are listed below. 


decimate 


The verb decimate literally means to kill or destroy one in ten of a 
set of people. It is derived from a Latin word meaning 'to kill one in 
ten of a unit of soldiers who took part in a mutiny'. The practice was 
doubtless intended to act as a warning to the other nine units. 

Nowadays there is not much call for a word meaning 'to kill one in 
ten people’ and the word has moved on. It came to mean ‘to kill a 
large proportion of’, as in: 


The disease decimated the rabbit population of the 

island. 
One tenth is not a huge proportion of a whole and so possibly there 
was a mix-up somewhere between one tenth being killed and one 
tenth surviving. 

The word moved on even further and came to mean ‘to inflict a 

great deal of damage on something or to destroy a large number or 
part of’, as in: 


The event attracted a lot of adverse publicity to the area 

and decimated the tourist industry. 
There was a great deal of opposition to the changes in meaning of 
decimate. It seems that people did not want to let go of its 
connection with ten. It is advisable not to mention a specific amount 
when you are using the word. 


hopefully 

Changes in the language are frequently met with great opposition, at 
least until people get used to them, or until the loudest of the 
objectors are no longer with us. The opposition to the introduction of 
hopefully was particularly forceful. | am talking, of course, about 
hopefully in the sense of ‘it is to be hoped that’, as 


Hopefully, we'll get there in time for dinner. 
rather than ‘with hope’, as 


We waited hopefully for their arrival until it became clear 

that they were not coming. 
Even now people still grumble about it, although hopefully in its later 
sense is now regarded as quite acceptable, except, perhaps, in the 
most formal of contexts. The arguments against the acceptance of 
hopefully in its more recent meaning were not really convincing. 
Much was made of the possibility of ambiguity occurring, especially 
when the adverb is placed immediately before the verb, as in: 


They will hopefully wait for us although we’re going to 

be a bit late. 
However, the hopefully in the sentence above is much more likely to 
mean ‘it is to be hoped that’ and, if there are genuine possibilities of 
ambiguity, you can change its position to the beginning of the 
sentence. 


disinterested/uninterested 

Until very recently disinterested (see 1) meant the same as 
‘impartial’ or ‘unbiased’. It was often confused with uninterested, 
meaning ‘not having any interest in something’, and now it has come 
to share this meaning. This has been a gradual change and many 
young people are not aware that the distinction between the 
meanings of the two words ever existed. 

This change has not been universally welcomed by any means. 
Many people, especially older people, still protest about it and claim 
that changes like this are spoiling what they See as the purity of the 
English language. This is often now referred to as ‘a dumbing down’ 


of the language. In fact this particular example of a language change 
is actually a reversion to the previous state of affairs. According to 
historical dictionaries from the 17th century disinterested could 
mean the same as uninterested. 


aggravate/irritate 
Aggravate is another word with a long-established meaning that has 
acquired another meaning. This still arouses protest from people 
who consider themselves language purists and guardians of the 
language. They consider that the only proper meaning of aggravate 
is ‘to make worse’, as in: 


His headache was aggravated by the loud music 

playing next door. 
This meaning is admittedly the older, having come into being in the 
late 16th century. However, the meaning ‘to irritate or annoy’, as 


Those children have been aggravating the neighbours 

all day with their noisy games. 
is not far behind in terms of age. It first made an appearance in the 
early 17th century. It is this meaning that so irritates — we had better 
not say aggravates — some users, often older users. 


gay 

Many people, older or not, disliked the widespread introduction of the 
‘homosexual’ meaning of the English adjective gay. The word had 
been used in this meaning in a very limited way since the 1930s, but 
it did not reach a wider audience until the late 1960s. Now it has 
become such an established meaning of gay in the English-speaking 


world that it has virtually edged out the original use of 'merry or light- 
hearted'. 

When the ‘homosexual’ meaning first came into widespread use 
quite a lot of people mourned the passing of gay's original happy 
meaning. However, the word homosexual was more in need of its 
services than the word merry was. Homosexuality is still a 
controversial subject in many parts of the world where it is forbidden 
and punishable by law but the English language moves with the 
times and people are happy to use this adjective which has the 
advantage of being neutral and nonjudgemental. 

While there are quite a few synonyms for gay in its original sense, 
there are not very many for the 'homosexual' meaning. Words such 
as bent and queer are intended to be offensive. Note that the 
abstract noun from gay in its homosexual sense is gayness, while 
the abstract noun from gay in its merry, light-hearted sense is gaiety. 


queer 

The mention of queer raises an interesting aspect of language and, 
indeed, an interesting aspect of people. Queer had the original 
meaning of ‘odd or improper’. The phrase on queer street meant in 
financial difficulties. 

In the early 20th century queer came to be used as an informal, 
usually derogatory, term for homosexual but it is now used by some 
gay people to describe themselves. They are reclaiming and 
applying to themselves a word that their critics intended to be 
insulting. 


sexy 


Sexy was originally an informal word meaning 'causing, or intended 
to cause, desire’, as in: 


She bought a sexy new dress. 
It then went on to acquire an additional meaning that is not related to 
sex. This meaning is 'interesting, attractive or exciting', often 
because of being new or fashionable, as in: 


We are about to launch a sexy new range of kitchen 
equipment. 


They're planning to pull down the old building and build 
what they call a sexy new state-of-the-art office block. 


MORE VOCABULARY CHANGES 


The above are some of the best-known changes in meaning. 
However, other words have been affected also. Changes like the 
ones that follow tend to take place very gradually and it takes some 
time before people become aware that a change is taking place. 


SLOW BUT SURE 


historic/historical 
It looks as though a change is affecting these two adjectives which 
are derived from the word history. The adjectives are historic and 
historical, and traditionally they have different meanings. 

Strictly speaking, historic refers to an event that is important 
enough or memorable enough to be recorded in history, as in: 


The Battle of Waterloo was a historic victory for the 
British. 


It is now often used exaggeratedly of an event, often a sporting 
event, that is not nearly as important as that description suggests, as 
in: 

The cup final ended in a historic victory for the Spanish 

team. 
According to traditional usage, historical simply refers to something 
that took place in the past or means ‘based on the study of history’, 
as in: 


Most of the country's historical records are held in the 

national archive. 
Probably because these words sound so alike and are so frequently 
confused the distinction between them is beginning to disappear. 
This is bound to arouse some protest. Change always does. 


fortuitous/fortunate 

Signs of change are particularly likely to go unspotted for a while 
where the word affected is not very commonly used. Fortuitous is 
such a word. Originally, and in line with its derivation, fortuitous 
meant ‘happening by chance’ or ‘accidental’, as in: 


She bumped into her old friend in a completely 

fortuitous meeting. They hadn’t seen each other since 

they were at school together. 
Because the words sound quite similar, fortuitous began to become 
confused with fortunate, as in: 


Meeting her father’s old friend was fortuitous for her 
because he offered her a job in his company. 


And in time fortuitous began to be used to describe an event that 
was not only accidental but also lucky. 


nauseous 
Nauseous is another word that appears to be undergoing a change, 
but it is not exactly a word in everyday use and the change may not 
yet be very obvious. The adjective nauseous in British English 
traditionally means ‘nauseating’ or ‘causing nausea’. 

In other words, it is a formal way of saying something makes you 
feel sick or want to vomit, as in: 


There was a nauseous smell of rotten meat coming 

from the fridge. 
In American English nauseous means ‘nauseated’ or ‘feeling sick’ or 
‘about to vomit’, as in: 


Going on a boat trip always makes me feel nauseous, 

even when the sea is calm. 
The British English equivalent of American English nauseous is 
nauseated, but users of British English have begun to adopt the 
American usage, as in: 


She says that she felt nauseous for most of her 
pregnancy. 


OTHER SIGNS OF CHANGE 


There have been other signs of change. For example, the distinction 
between imply and infer is fading fast. Because many people do not 
understand the distinction between fewer and less (it should be 
fewer bottles but less wine) this distinction is also fading, especially 
in informal contexts.There is a considerable amount of protest about 
this. Perhaps the greatest protest of all is aimed at the fading 
distinction between all right and alright. For more information on 
these words go to Chapter 8. 


CHANGES IN ACCOMPANYING VERBS 


The examples that follow show a change of accompanying verb not 
a change of meaning. 


data 

Data is the plural form of the word datum but the singular form 
datum is rarely used now. As a plural noun, data was formerly 
always used with a plural verb, as in: 


The data released by the bank were carefully studied by 

financial journalists. 
In modern usage data is often accompanied by a singular verb, as 
in: 

The data on which the research was based has been 

found to be inaccurate. 
Formerly data was used mainly in a scientific or technical context, 
but it is now frequently used with reference to computer information, 
and so is in more general use. Data is the regular plural form of the 
singular Latin noun datum but, since Latin is no longer taught in 
many British schools, this fact is not now very well known. Many 
people simply did not know why data should be considered plural 
and so its singular form datum is fading from use. 


media 
Media is the plural form of medium when this refers to a means of 
transmitting information, as in: 


Television is certainly a useful educational medium for 
children. 


The most popular forms of news media were found to 

be radio and television. 
The word media is frequently found in the expression the media, 
which is used to refer to the means of mass communication, i.e. 
newspapers, radio and television. The use of media as a singular 
noun is disliked by some people, but this use is becoming 
increasingly common, as in: 


The media is often blamed for making young people 
body-conscious. 
Many people now do not know that media is the plural form of the 
Latin word medium, and See no reason why it should not be used in 
the singular. 


THE AMERICAN INFLUENCE 


Many people who feel that the English language has been dumbed 
down blame this on America. Some say that the Americans are to 
blame for the many slang words and colloquialisms that we now 
have. Admittedly, we do tend to borrow a lot of words from American 
English, and the globalization of communication has increased this 
trend. America is a productive and inventive country and this 
productivity and inventiveness have been extended to its language. 
To some extent British English has been affected by this. 


programme/program 

There is no doubt that American English is having an effect on 
British English usage. For example, we still stick with the British 
English spelling programme when we want to refer to something 
that is on TV, or to what is on offer in a concert or at the theatre. 
However, British English follows American English when it comes to 


the international world of computers and opts for program in that 
context. 


disc/disk 

A similar thing happened to the word disc. When this was applied to 
computers in British English it became disk, as in hard disk, in line 
with the American spelling. Other meanings retained the disc 
spelling in British English, but that is beginning to change as people 
get confused. The computer disk is the one we are most likely to 
come across in the course of our daily routine and so we have 
become used to this spelling. We now tend to use it outside the 
world of computers. For example, it is becoming quite usual for 
people to write: 


| have a slipped disk. 
See disc/disk under Perennial posers in Chapter 8. 


any more/anymore, etc 

Expressions such as any more, any place and any time seem to be 
in the process of change in British English, and this is obviously a 
result of American influence. 

In American English they are often spelt as one word, for example 
anymore, but the traditional spelling in British English has always 
separated them into two words, as any more. 

Nowadays, however, they frequently appear as one word even in 
British English, so anymore, etc. Everyday/every day is beginning 
to go along the same route but it is not quite there it yet. 


alternate/alternative 
There are several other words which are showing signs of being 
affected by American English. For example, the Brits are beginning 
to use alternate in its American sense of 'offering a choice or a 
second possibility’, as in: 

We need to come up with an alternate venue in case 

the one we really want is not available. 


Traditionally in British English this should be alternative. See 
alternate/alternative in Perennial posers in Chapter 8. 


STILL TWO SEPARATE LANGUAGES 

It is not at all surprising that British English has been influenced by 
American English. America has a powerful influence on the world 
generally and many foreign students now learn American English 
rather than British English. What is surprising is that the two 
languages have remained quite far apart despite the globalization of 
communication. 

Britain still has pavements while America has sidewalks. Britain 
still has bonnets and boots in cars while America has hoods and 
trunks. In Britain a vest is something you wear under a shirt or other 
top (known as an undershirt in America) while in America it is worn 
over a shirt and under a jacket (mostly known as a waistcoat in 
Britain). A nappy is still a nappy, rarely a diaper, a chemist might 
be a pharmacy but not a drugstore, and a motorway has not 
become an expressway — and not just because the term is hardly 
appropriate given the incidence of traffic hold-ups in Britain. Even 
relatively new inventions have gone their different linguistic ways, so 


British English has mobiles while American English has cell 
phones (or cells). 

However, things are beginning to pick up pace and more and 
more American English words are finding their way to British shores. 
French fries have made it across the Atlantic to Britain, and the 
British lift is sometimes known by its American name, elevator. The 
British lorry is now quite often called a truck, an aerial is frequently 
called an antenna and films are becoming movies. 

Increasingly this trend is fast becoming a two-way process and 
British words are also crossing the Atlantic with more and more 
Britishisms being spotted in American English. The writer Ben 
Yagoda, whose blog can be found at britishisms.wordpress.com, is 
collecting examples of them. The globalization of our media and 
social media seems to be having an impact: British words like 
ginger, snog, trendy, afters, trainers, fortnight, peckish are 
appearing more and more regularly in American texts. 

Anything could happen in the future. But the major differences 
between the two languages have lasted a long time. 


CHANGES IN GRAMMAR 


In terms of vocabulary, the English language has certainly not stood 
still. The same is true in other areas of the language, although the 
changes may not be so numerous. One of these areas is grammar. 
In the latter part of the 19th century much emphasis was placed 
on the importance of the rules of grammar and punctuation. In British 
schools a lot of time was spent on trying to get these rules into the 
heads of pupils. It was very easy to get things wrong, especially 


because some of these rules were difficult to understand. However, 
around the middle of the 1960s, the educational establishment 
started to feel that these rules were less important. 

Those in charge of the curriculum decided that too much attention 
was being paid to the rules of grammar and punctuation and that 
these were being too rigidly applied. This, they claimed, was stifling 
the creativity of young writers. If the emphasis on grammar and 
punctuation was greatly reduced, then full rein could then be given to 
the imagination of budding writers. Who knew what literary gems 
might emerge when the imagination was unfettered by worrying 
about grammar or punctuation? We could become a nation of prize- 
winning writers. 

Then it eventually became clear that creativity, unless 
exceptionally inspired, was not enough. Grammar has been 
variously described as the building blocks of language and the 
cement that binds words together. It gives structure to sentences and 
without it they tend to fall apart. Sometimes it might seem to you that 
we have too many laws in our society, but try living without them and 
you might well soon want them back. This is what happened to 
grammar and in time people did want it back. 

This was a good idea in principle but it was not so easy to 
achieve. Grammar was something that pupils had to work really hard 
at. To bring it back was going to be difficult. 

The trouble was that, by the time it was realized that a knowledge 
of grammar had played a valuable role in writing, there were a great 
many people around who knew little about it. Teachers who were 
faced with teaching it had not themselves been taught it to any great 
extent. 


When eventually the importance of grammar was once again 
recognized, it returned in a less restrictive form. Some of the old 
rules and conventions were forgotten or set aside, or became more 
relaxed. Obviously, this led to changes in perception about what was 
grammatically acceptable and what was not. 


SPLIT INFINITIVE 

One of these changes involved the split infinitive. Now, depending 
on your age, you may not have encountered the expression, or you 
may have encountered it but not known what it was or why it could 
be a problem. Whole generations have been brought up without 
having the facts about the split infinitive drummed into them, 
whereas previous generations had been told that it was one of the 
most important rules of grammar. 

There are still quite a few die-hards of an older school of thought 
who regard it almost as a grammatical sin to split an infinitive. The 
battle still rages, although many now have no idea of what it is all 
about. 

A split infinitive occurs when the infinitive or base form of a verb 
has an adverb or adverbial phrase put between the word to and the 
relevant verb. A much quoted example is to boldly go, from the 
introduction to the TV series Star Trek. If you are determined to 
avoid splitting the infinitive you have to say boldly to go or to go 
boldly. 

The problem with avoiding splitting infinitives is that you can end 
up with a piece of written English that sounds unnatural, stilted or 
with a meaning that is altered. 

For example, the sentence 


He went home to quietly think about his options. 


means the man is thinking about things in a reflective, contemplative 
way. If we rewrite the sentence as 


He quietly went home to think about his options. 


we are talking about the quiet manner in which he travelled home. If 
we rewrite this sentence as 


He went home to think quietly about his options. 
it reads better than the last one, but what was so hard to understand 
about the first usage? It’s hard to come up with a sensible reason 
why any usage should be forbidden if it is clear and understandable. 
It takes a long time for grammar changes to work their way 
through the system, but | think we can safely say that the rule 
against the split infinitive has had its day. 


SENTENCES ENDING IN A PREPOSITION 

Another grammatical rule that used to be rigidly adhered to was that 
sentences must not end in prepositions. At one point this was 
such a rigid rule that it has been said that the only thing some people 
knew about prepositions was that they should not be put at the end 
of sentences. The rule harks back to Latin, because a Latin sentence 
cannot end in a preposition. However, this did not mean that English 
had to follow suit. 

This rule is now regularly broken and in fact nowadays most 
people do not See much point in it. As is the case with avoiding the 
splitting of infinitives, avoiding putting a preposition at the end of a 
sentence or clause can easily lead to written language sounding 
unnatural and stilted, as in: 


This is the kind of bullying behaviour up with which the 
school should not put. 


As for spoken English, it is difficult to imagine someone trying to get 
their tongue round such a mouthful. 

Admittedly, this is quite an extreme example and it is a 
paraphrase of Winston Churchill's alleged reaction to people who 
insisted on going to extraordinary lengths to avoid ending a sentence 
with a preposition: 


This is the sort of English up with which | will not put. 


The most acceptable and sensible thing to do with regard to 
prepositions is to put them where they sound most natural. You 
might say or write: 


What on earth are the children up to? 


There's nothing you can do to prevent it, so it's just not 
worth fretting about. 


Sometimes the best place to place a preposition depends on 
whether the context is formal or informal. In ordinary informal 
contexts you would write or say: 


Which hotel did you stay in? 
In a formal written context you might choose to write: 


In what hotel did you stay? 


There is a lot more to learn about prepositions than worrying about 
whether to end a sentence with them. For more information about 
them see Chapter 4. 


OTHER USAGE CHANGES 


who/whom 
Another example of modern usage deviating from a previous strict 
grammatical ruling concerns whom and who. According to the rules 
of grammar, whom is used as the object of a verb or preposition, 
and who is used as the subject. 

In modern usage, however, who is increasingly being used 
instead of whom except in very formal contexts, as in: 


Who did he give his old car to? 
See also whom/who in Perennial posers in Chapter 8. 


will/shall 

Here is another pair of words in which a grammatical change has 
occurred. They are the verbs will and shall, which are used to form 
the future tense. Formerly the verb shall was always used with / and 
we, and will was always used with you, he/she/it and they. There 
was an exception to this. Will was used with / and we, and shall was 
used with the other personal pronouns when a firm intention was 
being expressed, as in: 


‘You Shall go to the ball,’ said the fairy godmother to 
Cinderella. 


In modern usage will is now commonly used in most relevant 
contexts. See under will/shall in Perennial posers in Chapter 8. 


Will and shall now often appear in the contracted form "Il, as in: 


lIl go with you. 


They'll get the information tomorrow. 


The only thing that is new about this is that this contracted form was 
formerly found only in spoken English, or in very informal written 
English. Nowadays, in accordance with the new spirit of informality 
that has spread through the language, this contracted form is used in 
some more formal contexts. It should still be avoided in the most 
formal contexts. 


can/may 

The use of can and may has also been part of a major change. 
Formerly there was a clear distinction between the use of can 
(meaning ‘be able to’) and may (meaning ‘be allowed to’). Nowadays 
can has taken over from may in this meaning and may is only used 
in formal contexts. Thus, people commonly say 


Can I have a look at that? 


instead of 


May I have a look at that? 


This is one of those changes in grammar that occurred because 
many people simply did not understand the difference. Many people 
opposed the change but could not, in the end, prevent it. See under 
can/may in Perennial posers in Chapter 8. 


try to/try and 

As time has gone on, try and is one of those expressions that has 
gained acceptability and at least a degree of respectability. Formerly 
language purists looked down their noses at it and regarded it as a 
mistake for try to. Now, for the most part the two expressions are 
widely considered to be interchangeable, with many people 
preferring try and except, perhaps, in the most formal contexts. 


See also try to/try and in Perennial posers in Chapter 8. 


And and But 

It is no longer considered an error to start a sentence with And or 
But. This is quite a recent change and one that has probably arisen 
because people started to ask why not. However, do not overdo it. 
Starting a sentence with And or But is best kept for those occasions 
when you want to draw particular attention to something or to 
emphasize something. A whole string of sentences starting in this 
way is going to sound very tedious and suggest a lack of talent or 
imagination in the writer. 


hanged/hung 
The distinction between these parts of the verb to hang is fading 
quite fast. Many people would now say 


He was the last criminal in the country to be hung. 
instead of 


He was the last criminal in the country to be hanged. 
although it is the latter version that is correct in traditional grammar. 
Traditionally hung should be used in such contexts as: 


They hung their coats on the washing line to dry. 
See hanged/hung under Variable verbs in Chapter 8. 


DESEXING GRAMMAR 


The movement to get rid of sexism in vocabulary was far-reaching 
and it had a very important effect on grammar. See Desexing the 


language in Chapter 6. 
Rules had to be broken and this aroused a lot of opposition. So 
what were the problems? Some are discussed in the section below. 


GETTING RID OF SEXISM 


each and every 

One of the problems concerned words such as each and every. It 
was one of the established rules of grammar that each, used either 
as an adjective (or as a determiner as it is now known) or a pronoun, 
should be accompanied by a singular verb, as in: 


Each student will be given a locker key before the 
swimming lesson. 


It’s difficult to make a choice because each seems 
equally suitable. 
The same was true of the adjective or determiner every. It, too, had 
to be accompanied by a singular verb, as in: 


Every worker is to be given a share of the company 

profits. 
So far so good. The trouble was that each and every were always 
accompanied by a personal pronoun in the singular, where this was 
relevant. And this takes us back to sexism again. In the days when 
people saw nothing wrong in assuming that everyone was male, 
unless it was made absolutely clear that this was not the case, 
sentences such as 


Each student was given his own locker key before the 
swimming lesson. 


and 
Every worker was given his share of the company 
profits. 

were the norm. All that has changed, and you can now write 


Each student was given their own locker key. 

and 
Every worker was given their share of the company 
profits. 

See his and their and him and them below. 


everyone/everybody/no one 

The same was true of the pronouns everyone, everybody and no 
one. If you were acting in accordance with the correct rules of 
grammar you had to say or write: 


Students must make their own way to the station on the 
morning of the trip and everyone has to bring his own 
lunch. 


Now you can write, without committing a grammatical sin: 


everyone has to bring their own lunch. 
See his and their (see 1) and him and them (see 1) below. 


his and their (see 1, 2) 

Not so long ago there was a distinct male bias in grammar. It was 
assumed that everyone was male, unless it was known that this was 
definitely not the case. Words such as student and worker were, 
therefore, accompanied by his, where relevant. The use of his 
indicated the person involved was male, but why should a student or 


a worker, or anyone else for that matter, be assumed to be male 
unless there was clear proof of this? 

Various ways round the problem of getting rid of sexism while 
retaining grammatical accuracy were tried out. People tried dropping 
his in favour of his or her or his/her, but found this awkward and 
clumsy, as in: 


Each student was given his or her locker key before the 
swimming lesson. 


Every worker was given his/her share of the company 
profits. 
Of course, you can sometimes avoid both sexism and grammatical 
inaccuracy of this kind by putting such sentences in the plural, as in: 


All of the students were given their locker key before the 
swimming lesson. 


All the workers were given their share of the company 
profits. 
However, this is not always possible and eventually what was 
previously said to be completely unacceptable became accepted. 
The word his in such cases came to be replaced by their, although 
this use was ungrammatical. What was previously a serious 
grammatical error began to appear in reference books and school 
textbooks. 
Sentences such as the following became acceptable: 


Every worker was given their share of the company 
profits. 


Who would have thought it? Grammar had lost out to anti-sexism in 
language. Of course, this did not happen overnight or without a fight, 


and there are still many people who would never dream of going 
against grammar rules in this way. 


he and him (see 1, 2) 

There was a similar problem concerning the use of the word he. 
Before people began to protest against sexism in language it was 
common to use the masculine personal pronoun he to refer to a 
noun where the gender was not known, as in: 


If a student is accepted for the course he will receive an 
application form in the post. 


It was also common to use the masculine personal pronoun him 
where appropriate, as in: 

If we find that an athlete has taken drugs we will 

disqualify him. 

The use of he and him in such contexts became unacceptable to 
those who were intent on stamping out sexism in language. The use 
of he or she and him or her or he/she and him/her proved too 
clumsy for many people's tastes and, once again, an ungrammatical 
use won the day. 

They is often now used to replace he where appropriate, as in: 


If a passenger misses a connecting flight they will be 
compensated. 


While them is often used to replace him where appropriate, as in: 


Should an applicant be unsuccessful we will let them 
know immediately. 


got/gotten 


British English is beginning to be influenced by gotten, the American 
past participle of the verb got. Gotten is often used in American 
English instead of have got, which is still standard use in British 
English. See got/gotten in Chapter 8. 


INFORMALITY 


A general air of increased informality has come over the English 
language. This probably began after the end of the Second World 
War and was to gather speed, admittedly gradually, as the decades 
rolled by. After the end of the war society changed and more 
attention was paid to the ordinary person, rather than just to 
members of the upper classes and upper middle classes. This 
change to a greater informality speeded up in the 1960s. 

Radio became very popular and soon local radio stations began 
to develop. The presenters of the programmes issued by these often 
used language in a much less formal way than the average BBC 
newsreader who spoke with very upper-class accents. 

Programmes such as phone-ins also gave ordinary people the 
chance to be heard. Listeners heard people using the language that 
they themselves used and in their own familiar accents. Sometimes 
what they were saying was ungrammatical and sometimes it was 
slang, but people were using it when they were speaking in public. 
The language of the broadcast was no longer the preserve of the 
educated upper and middle classes. It was for everyone. 

This air of informality became even more marked when the 
computer began to make its mark on our lives, and even more 
marked again when electronic forms of communication became the 
norm. The use of emails and, to an even greater extent, the use of 


texting, brought a greater informality to communication and this 
included punctuation and grammar as well as vocabulary. 

Before all this and relatively recently, ordinary people used to 
compose their written communications mainly by hand. They would 
send written letters to family and friends even after telephones 
became commonly used. This was true even of rather formal letters 
such as letters of complaint. 

Business letters in firms were typed, usually by someone 
specifically employed to do that. Not many ordinary people typed. 
However, typing on a computer keyboard with a large screen in front 
of you is much easier than typing on a traditional typewriter. Soon 
many people were trying their hand at it and, in time, sending emails 
as a routine way of communicating with people, whether this 
communication was formal or informal. 

Communication by email has had an important effect on the use 
of language in various ways. It has made some people more 
careless about spelling, grammar and punctuation. They rely on 
spell- and grammar-checkers on their computers to alert them to any 
errors. But these should come with a warning. For example, spell- 
checkers will indicate that you have written ‘thier’ instead of ‘their’ 
because ‘thier’ is a misspelling, however, they will not alert you to the 
fact that you have written ‘their’ instead of ‘there’ because both are 
actual words, though they mean different things. You still have to 
know how to spell and use grammar. 

Emails have also increased the informality of all aspects of 
writing. Technological advances seem to have increased the speed 
at which we live generally. We need to do everything very quickly just 
to keep up with our schedules. 


There seems to be a pressure to get emails written as quickly as 
possible in the expectation that you will somehow get a rapid reply. 
The process of instant messaging has only increased this feeling, 
and this need for speed has resulted in an increase of informality, 
and sometimes carelessness. 


OMITTED PUNCTUATION 


Thus writers of emails have a tendency to avoid things that might 
make their task longer. So they miss out commas when actually they 
should be there, and omit full stops when they definitely should be 
there. On the other hand, many senders of emails are particularly 
fond of the dash, which many of them overuse. For more information 
on punctuation see Punctuating Properly in Chapter 2. 


CONTRACTED FORMS 


People tend to use contracted forms even in relatively formal emails. 
So we find a much higher occurrence of words such as PII, he'll, 
you'll, work’ll, John’ll and Mary'll than was formerly the case. 
Likewise, we find the contracted forms don't, didn't, won't, haven't, 
hadn't, could've and should've used with increasing frequency. 
Not only that, but the apostrophe is often omitted. This is partly 
because people are in too much of a hurry to stop and insert it, and 
partly because they have no idea where it should be inserted. See 
could of and should of. 


GREETINGS 


When people first began to write emails there was a feeling of 
unease about how to start an email and how to finish it off. There 


seemed no point in putting the postal address at the top since this 
was not really relevant. Anything requiring that kind of information 
would be sent by what became known as ‘snail mail’. 

There was not such a problem if you knew the person well and 
were on first-name terms with them. You would continue to write 
Dear John, etc, at the beginning and would sign off with whatever 
informal greeting you were in the habit of using if you wrote them a 
note or letter. 

However, this was to change also. Things were to get more 
informal. People started to write Hi John instead of Dear John, etc. 
If this seemed too informal, they took to writing simply John. 
Alternatively, they could omit a greeting altogether and simply begin 
the email. This practice became particularly popular if a series of 
communications was exchanged in the same day. 

People still write Dear Mr Smith/Ms Jones, etc, as the opening 
greeting of a more formal letter, but it is by no means uncommon for 
such letters simply to begin with the person's name, as in Mr 
Smith/Ms Jones. 

The closing greetings of formal letters have been subject to 
greater change. Formal letters often used to end with Yours 
faithfully. This was quite a curious thing, as there seems no reason 
for people to swear fidelity to people they either did not know or did 
not know well. The alternative to this was Yours sincerely, although 
there seems no need to pledge your sincerity either. Nowadays 
Yours faithfully is fading fast in all but the most formal letters and, 
to some extent, Yours sincerely is taking over, although it is still 
fairly formal. 

If you want to do away with suggestions of fidelity and sincerity 
and still remain fairly formal, you can opt for a greeting such as 


Regards or Kind regards. Some people prefer to opt for Best 
wishes or to reduce this just to Best and All Best. 

If you want to choose something much more informal | am sure 
that you will have some ideas of your own. If you run out of 
inspiration there is always Cheers! 


SLANG AND COLLOQUIALISMS 

There are many contexts, apart from emails, relating to the Internet 
where informality has become common. On social-networking sites 
and blogs people are very likely to use informal punctuation and 
grammar and vocabulary. They are also likely to use colloquial or 
slang vocabulary. Strictly speaking, the distinction between colloquial 
or informal English and slang is that slang is slightly further along the 
path of informality than colloquial and informal English. However, this 
distinction is sometimes difficult to discern and there can be a 
degree of confusion about the whole thing. At any rate, you will find 
people writing a great deal of non-formal English in emails and on 
social-networking sites, etc, whether it is colloquial or slang. 

Many people seem to think that slang is a 'here today, gone 
tomorrow' kind of language. But there are a great many slang words 
that have had a very long shelf-life indeed. Take skint for example. It 
is still alive and kicking, and still means ‘having hardly any money’, 
and it goes back to 1925. Mind you, there are always a great many 
people who are skint — they are always with us. Perhaps that has 
something to do with the survival of the word! 

What is unusual is that such words as skint are being used much 
more freely than they ever were before. The same is true of words 
such as pissed-off, meaning ‘irritated’ or ‘annoyed’, which has 
probably been around since the Second World War. Pants is a slang 


term of disapproval which came into being around 1995, much to the 
delight of adolescents, young and old. 

How slang words arise is interesting. There is often a general 
assumption that they have all come from America, but this is not 
always the case. Some of them have quite unusual origins. Take 
minging or mingin for example. This word has recently enjoyed a 
great deal of popularity, much featured on the Internet. However, it is 
far from new. 

Mingin is an old Scots word and is derived from the Scots verb 
ming, meaning 'to give off such a strong and unpleasant smell that it 
makes you want to hold your nose'. Mingin in Scots means having a 
very unpleasant smell. Around the mid 1980s it began to be used by 
some Scottish schoolchildren as a general term of disapproval, 
nothing to do with bad smells. For example, ‘A mingin teacher’ was 
just a teacher that was considered to be no good. 

Much later mingin or minging became widely used as a slang 
term throughout the UK, particularly among the young. It has taken 
on a wide range of meanings such as ‘disgusting’, ‘unpleasant’, 
‘unattractive’ or ‘of poor quality’. You can use it of anyone or anything 
that you dislike. If you want to insult a person even further you can 
call them ‘a mingin minger’. 


THE DECLINE OF DICTIONARIES 


Slang words which have demonstrated a significant degree of 
longevity have long been admitted to the pages of dictionaries. Mind 
you, a lot of people might not have realized that. Fewer people now 
look up large desk dictionaries or other reference books. If they want 


to check that they have used the correct word in a piece of writing, 
they are more likely to Google it or look it up on an electronic 
dictionary. Often they trust to luck, or possibly their memory, and 
neither of these may be very reliable. Words that are easily confused 
are even more likely to be confused and, in this culture of speed and 
informality, there is a lot of room for ambiguity. 

This is sad news for dictionaries. In the early part of the 20th 
century they were regarded as an undisputed authority on language. 
Many families would have one, and usually only one, and this would 
often be referred to as ‘the dictionary’. People would only change 
their dictionary when it lost its cover and fell apart. New editions 
were produced at a far slower rate than they are today and of course 
there was no Internet to refer to. 

Often several decades elapsed before a new edition of a 
dictionary was published and, during that time, no new additions and 
changes were recorded where the average person could access 
them. There was a general feeling that language was set in stone 
and had to remain that way. 

In the late 1970s publishers began to issue new editions of their 
dictionaries at much shorter intervals and many more publishers 
began to get involved in dictionary publishing. There was so much 
competition in this market that the early 1980s brought a 
phenomenon called the ‘dictionary war’. 

This increase in dictionary publishing was partly owing to the fact 
that computerization made it much easier to produce new 
dictionaries or new editions of dictionaries. This meant that 
dictionaries could react quite speedily to the changes that were 
taking place in the language. 


The press got involved and helped to popularize dictionaries and 
indeed began to have some influence on them. Journalists were 
really mostly interested in rather quirky words that they thought 
would appeal to their readership, rather than in the many new 
technical words that were coming into the language. It has to be 
admitted that dictionary publishers made the most of this situation 
and some of them played to the gallery, or rather to the media. They 
deliberately included frivolous words and expressions which at other 
times would not have stood a chance of being included in a formal 
dictionary. So it was that expressions such as yummy mummy found 
their way into dictionaries. 

This made the task of the traditional lexicographer (a compiler of 
dictionaries) more difficult. Finding enough space to include the 
many words that were crying out to be allowed entry to the dictionary 
was a long-running problem. Taking a word out was not really an 
option, because who knew when it might pop up again after a period 
of disuse? 

The online dictionary changed things. Lack of space was no 
longer the problem that it once was in the printed dictionary, and 
lexicographers had more leeway in their choice of what to include. 
They could indulge themselves a bit more and demonstrate the 
growing informality of the language. More and more buzz words, 
such as flunami meaning 'a sharp increase in the number of flu 
cases occurring and based on tsunami, were considered suitable 
candidates for online dictionaries. In the old days, when 'the 
dictionary’ was still Bible-like in its authority, words like that would 
never even have been considered for entry. But would they ever 
have been invented in the first place? 


2 
PUNCTUATING PROPERLY 


PUNCTUATION THEN AND NOW 


In the latter part of the 19th century much emphasis was placed on 
the importance of punctuation. In UK schools a lot of time was spent 
on trying to educate pupils on the many rules of punctuation. It was 
very easy to get things wrong. However, around the middle of the 
1960s, punctuation fell out of favour with the educational 
establishment. The same thing happened to grammar. See Chapter 
1, The Changing Face of English. 

Those in charge of the school curriculum decided that too much 
attention was being paid to the rules of punctuation and that these 
were being too rigidly applied. This, they claimed, was stifling the 
creativity of young writers. If the emphasis on where and if you put a 
full stop, comma, etc, was greatly reduced, then full rein could be 
given to the imagination of budding writers. They could just let their 
story flow — a bit like a stream of consciousness novel although, 
hopefully, not so long or so complex. 

It was certainly a good idea to reduce the number of rules and get 
rid of much of the rigidity associated with such rules, but there was a 
downside. Pupils were left not knowing the basics of punctuation. 


Why did this matter, and what use is punctuation? Punctuation 
helps make sense of language and gives it structure. It breaks up 
what might be a rambling, fairly meaningless piece of writing and 
makes it into a meaningful unit. 

It eventually became clear that creativity, unless exceptionally 
inspired, was not enough. It was acknowledged that some structure 
was necessary and punctuation was brought in from the cold, 
although the rules were never to be so extensive or so rigidly 
enforced as before. 

The rules became even more relaxed when electronic forms of 
communication became the norm. The use of emails and, to an even 
greater extent, the use of texting brought a greater informality to 
communication and this included punctuation as well as vocabulary 
and grammar. This relaxed form of punctuation is much easier to get 
right but there are still some potential pitfalls. These have to be 
avoided, at least when you are writing some kind of formal 
communication such as an essay or a business letter. See Chapter 
1. 


COMMON ERRORS IN PUNCTUATION 


APOSTROPHE 


THE APOSTROPHE SHOWING POSSESSION 
The apostrophe (written as ’) has’ two main uses: to indicate 
possession, i.e. that something belongs to someone; and to show 


that there are missing letters or spaces in a contracted word, as in 
can't, haven't and isn't. 

When indicating possession, an s is added after the apostrophe 
for singular words and for plurals that don't already end in an —s. For 
example, a girl's bike, a person's right, John's car, the company's 
premises, the children's school, women's rights. If a plural word ends 
in an —s, the apostrophe follows the s and no extra s is added, as in 
students' dictionary, employees' contracts. 

If a person's name ends in an s, x or z sound or the silent French 
s in words like Descartes, then the accepted modern usage to show 
possession is, most of the time, to add 's as in Descartes's 
Meditations, Charles's wife, Camus's novel, Francis's birthday. It is 
slightly old fashioned to use the apostrophe alone. However in 
biblical or classical texts it might seem more appropriate as in /n 
Jesus' name, Herodotus' works. Use the sound of the end of the 
word as a guide too. If adding 's makes the pronunciation of longer 
words harder then it's acceptable to just use an apostrophe as in 
Williams' latest singles victory. Follow a consistent style within the 
text. 

It would be foolish to claim that use of the apostrophe is easy, and 
itis the cause of a great many punctuation errors. What complicates 
the issue is that it involves knowing quite a lot about the formation of 
plurals in English, itself a difficult subject because of the number of 
plurals that are irregularly formed. See Chapter 3 which provides 
information on irregular plural nouns. 


Common errors when the apostrophe indicates 
possession 


Inserting an apostrophe when there is no suggestion that 
possession is involved, and no contracted forms are involved. 
This is a particularly common error and there are examples of it 
all overthe place, particularly in shop windows, informal 
advertisements and menus. For example, you might See the 
following on a sign outside a fruit and vegetable sign: fresh local 
leek’s, new potatoes’ for sale or try these juicy tomatoes’. 

The vegetables do not own anything and the apostrophes are 
completely wrong. They should be omitted. 

Inserting an apostrophe where none should be when this relates 
to such expressions as sports coach and games teacher. Again, 
there is no suggestion of possession being involved and to write 
sports' coach or sport's coach and games' teacher or game's 
teacher is wrong. 

Putting the apostrophe in the wrong place in plural and singular 
words. Someone may wrongly write the boys' favourite hobby 
when only one boy is involved (it should be the boy's favourite 
hobby), or the worker's living quarters when several workers are 
involved (so it should be the workers' living quarters). 

The above error is all the more common with regard to 
irregular plural forms that do not end in the letter s. Instead of 
writing correctly women's athletics and children's literature some 
people wrongly write womens’ athletics and childrens’ literature. 
See Chapter 3 which provides information on irregular plural 
nouns (see 1). 

Putting an apostrophe on such personal possessive pronouns as 
hers, its or theirs. They show possession and they may end in s 
but they never contain an apostrophe. 

Do not write: 


These books are theirs’. 


Or 
These books are their's. 


The correct form is: 
These books are theirs. 


* Using it's instead of its to indicate possession. This is one of the 
most common errors involving an apostrophe. Its should not 
contain an apostrophe in such sentences as: 


The dog has lost its (not it's) ball. 


The cinema had put its (not it's) prices up, so they found 
that they did not have enough money with them for 
popcorn too. 


The word it's is only used as a contracted form of it is, as in: 


It's unusual to find a very stylish car that is economical 
to drive too. 


See also The apostrophe in contracted forms below. 


* Using you're instead of your to indicate possession. This is a 
very common error. You're should not be used in such sentences 
as: 


Does that answer your (not you're) question? 


You're is a contracted form of you are and should only be used in 
such sentences as: 


lm sure you're (not your) wrong. 


See also The apostrophe in contracted forms (see 1) below. 


e Omitting the apostrophe for the sake of appearance when one 
should be inserted. It is quite common for people involved in 
advertising or design to want to omit the apostrophe in a word on 
a book cover, etc, because they feel that it looks cleaner and less 
cluttered without it. Do not try doing this in an application for a job! 


THE APOSTROPHE IN CONTRACTED FORMS 
(see 1) 


The apostrophe is also used to show the omission of letters in 
contracted forms, as in can't for cannot, isn't for is not, haven't for 
have not and you'll for you will. 


Common errors when the apostrophe is used in 
contracted forms 


Omitting the apostrophe where there should be one. Punctuation 
may be becoming more informal and relaxed and you may not 
bother with apostrophes if you are dashing off a text to a friend, 
but you must put them in if you are writing a formal letter. The use 
of the apostrophe in this context is one that may well fade over 
the years, but, for the moment, it is still very much alive. 


Omitting the apostrophe in it's, the contracted form of it is, as in: 
It'S (not its) not my fault that Dad's car got damaged. 


This use should not be confused with the use of its to show 
possession when there should be no apostrophe, as in: 


The hamster is sleeping in its cage. 


See it's and its/it's. 


Omitting the apostrophe in you're, the contracted form of you 
are, as in: 


You're (not your) going to get into trouble if you're late 

again. 
This use should not be confused with the use of your to show 
possession as in: 

It was your fault that we were late. 


See The apostrophe showing possession. 


Using an apostrophe when indicating the end of a decade. Since 
it's simply a plural, you should write 1990s, not 1990's. 


BRACKETS 


Brackets, especially round brackets, occur in pairs and are used to 
enclose information that is additional to a main statement. They can 
often be removed without altering the basic meaning of the 
statement, as in: 


The student was very rich (richer than anyone his age 
had any right to be) and that alone made him very 
popular with many of his fellow students. 


Common errors involving brackets 
* Forgetting to insert the second one of a pair of brackets. 


e  Overusing brackets. Avoid doing this. Too many of them really 
interrupt the flow of what you are writing. Take time to reorganize 
what you want to say rather than relying on a lot of brackets to 
add extra information as you go along. 


CAPITAL LETTER 
The capital letter has suffered a decline because of the rise in 
electronic communication. If you are sending someone an email or 
using your mobile phone to text them it is much easier and quicker to 
type lower-case letters than capital letters. So it is that a lot of 
electronic communications go on their merry way with the first 
person singular pronoun being spelt i rather than I. Also you will find 
people's names spelt with an initial lower-case letter instead of a 
capital letter, as in peter and mary, and names of places spelt in a 
similar fashion, as in rome instead of Rome and tower bridge instead 
of Tower Bridge. 

Do not be too cheered up by this news. You are not off the hook. 
We are not witnessing the general collapse of the capital letter. It is 


still very much alive in more formal contexts, whether these take the 
form of electronic communication or snail mail. 


TIPS REGARDING CAPITAL LETTERS 


* Do not forget to put a capital letter as the initial letter of the first 
word in a sentence, question or exclamation, as in: 


Tourists only go there in the summer. 
Did you buy tickets for the concert? 


Don't do that! 


* Do not forget to put a capital letter as the initial letter of a name or 
proper noun, as in: 


His younger brother's called Michael. 
Stockholm is the capital of Sweden. 
When did the Ice Age begin? 

His birthday is in October. 

What date is Easter Sunday this year? 


She has converted to Buddhism. 


e Although the months of the year and the days of the week are 
spelt with an initial capital letter, the seasons of the year are 
usually spelt with an initial lower-case letter, as in: 


It'S too hot for us there in the summer. 
His favourite season of the year is spring. 
It was a cold and wet autumn day. 


Some people prefer to use an initial capital letter in this context 
and it is not actually wrong to do so. 


Nouns and adjectives which refer to nationalities or ethnic groups 
are spelt with an initial capital letter, as in: 


She speaks Spanish fluently. 
It was a conference of French economists. 


However, there is an exception to this. Where an adjective 
referring to a nationality is not used literally, it is usually spelt with 
a lower-case letter, as in: 


The brussels sprouts were overcooked. 
She walked through the french windows into the garden. 


Dogs breeds such as alsatian and chihuahua don't have to have 
initial capitals. 

The names of languages are spelt with an initial capital letter, as 
in: 


She has gone to London to study English. 


But other academic subjects are spelt with an initial lower-case 
letter, as in: 


He is studying psychology. 


Although the pronoun I is always spelt with a capital letter, the 
other pronouns are spelt with a lower-case letter, as in you, he, 
she, they, etc, unless they are the first word in a sentence. 


Do not forget to put a capital letter as the initial letter of a trade 
name, as in: 


He has just bought a Toyota. 


| need to buy a roll of Sellotape to wrap my Christmas 
presents. 


We used to play Scrabble in the evenings. 
Do not use capital letters simply to emphasize a word, as in: 


Their new house is HUGE. 


COLON 

Do not avoid the colon. Stop thinking of the colon as something 
difficult and academic. Using the colon in formal contexts will save 
you from using the already overused dash. Use it, for example when 
you are introducing a list of some kind, as in: 


You will need the following ingredients: eggs, milk, flour, 
sugar, cocoa powder and vanilla essence. 


A COMMON ERROR INVOLVING THE COLON 


* Do not confuse the colon with the semi-colon. The colon is used 
to separate two parts of a sentence when the first part leads on to 
the second part, as in: 


This area has been significantly upgraded during the 
last few years: property prices have soared. 


SEMI-COLON 
Do not avoid the semi-colon. Stop thinking of it as something difficult 
and academic, although it is rather a formal punctuation mark. 


COMMON ERRORS INVOLVING THE SEMI- 
COLON 


* Do not confuse the semi-colon with the colon. The semi-colon is 
used to join clauses that are not joined by a conjunction. The 
clauses could each be sentences in their own right. It has the 
force of a strong comma or a dash. The semi-colon is often a 
useful substitute for a dash. 


The semi-colon is used to separate the items in a long list or a 
series of things. Do not confuse it with the colon. 

Functioning like a particularly strong comma, the semi-colon is 
often used in more complicated lists to make them easier to 
understand, as in: 


While we are in Edinburgh we plan to visit Edinburgh 
Castle; the Canongate area, including the Palace of 
Holyroodhouse, Holyrood Park and the Scottish 
Parliament; the shops, of course, if we have any money 
left from all the sightseeing; the National Gallery of 
Scotland and the National Portrait Gallery. 


COMMA 


Punctuation is generally much more informal than it once was and 
the rules relating to the use of commas are not as rigid as they once 
were. This is a good thing as the comma has long been a source of 
confusion to many users of English. 


COMMON ERRORS INVOLVING THE COMMA IN LISTS 


Be aware of the following. Commas are often used to separate the 
various items in lists. Formerly it was considered wrong to put a 
comma before the and which follows the second-last item in a list, 
as in: 


| bought bread, butter, cheese, grapes and wine. 


Nowadays it is becoming increasingly common in British English, 
and even more common in American English, to insert a comma 
in that position, as in: 


| bought bread, butter, cheese, grapes, and wine. 


This comma is known as ‘the Oxford comma’ or ‘the serial 
comma’. At this stage, whether you use it or not is entirely up to 


you. However, there are occasions when you should use it to 
avoid ambiguity. Confusion may arise if the last item in a list of 
items itself contains the word and used in its own right as part of 
the sentence, as in: 


For the children there was a choice of pizza, chicken 
nuggets, macaroni cheese and fish and chips. 


For the sake of clarity it is as well to put a comma after the word 
cheese, as in: 


For the children there was a choice of pizza, chicken 
nuggets, macaroni cheese, and fish and chips. 


Some examples are likely to be found even more ambiguous, as 
in: 


We had a film marathon and watched The Hobbit, 
Spider-Man, Avatar and Harry Potter and the Deathly 
Hallows. 


To avoid ambiguity put a comma after Avatar, as in Avatar, and 
Harry Potter and the Deathly Hallows. 


If you are dealing with an exceptionally long list of items or with 
a list in which the items each consist of several words, you should 
consider using a semi-colon instead of a comma. 
It was formerly absolutely standard practice to separate with a 
comma the individual adjectives in a list of adjectives placed 
before a noun, as in: 


She wore a long, black, low-necked, evening dress. 


It was considered wrong not to do so. That is no longer the case 
and although it is a relatively new broken rule it is one that is 
spreading fast. Whether you choose to insert a comma between 
each of the adjectives in a list is your decision. Be aware, 
however, that the practice of not inserting commas may become 
standard practice before too long. 


A word of warning if you decide to go on separating adjectives 
with commas: do not insert a comma before the adjective which 
comes immediately before the relevant noun when this adjective 
has an exceptionally close relationship with the noun and, indeed, 
may help to define it, as shown in the following example: 


We bought some large, glossy, red peppers to stuff for 
dinner. 


Do not write: 


We bought some large, glossy, red, peppers to stuff for 
dinner. 


Even if you decide to insert commas between the other 
adjectives, as above, do not separate peppers from red. The 
words belong together. 


COMMON ERRORS INVOLVING THE COMMA 
AND CLAUSES 


Where what is known as 'a non-defining relative clause' divides 
the parts of a main clause, this clause is placed within commas. 
For example, in the sentence 


Buenos Aires, whose name means ‘fair winds’, is the 
capital of Argentina. 


the clause whose name means ‘fair winds’ is a non-defining 
relative clause; it doesn't identify the city, it just gives a bit more 
information, so it could be taken out without altering the essential 
meaning of the sentence. It is a common error not to insert these 
commas, as in: 


Buenos Aires whose name means ‘air winds’ is the 
capital of Argentina. 


When the relative clause is an integral part of the sentence and 
not just an extra piece of information, it is called 'a defining relative 


clause' and there is no need for commas, as in: 
The restaurant that you mentioned has closed now. 


The clause that you mentioned identifies the restaurant, so is 
essential to understanding the sentence. 


Always remember to include both commas of a pair of commas. 
This error which relates to commas and non-defining relative 
clauses involves using only the initial comma to separate off the 
clause and forgetting to insert the closing one. It is wrong to insert 
only one comma, as in: 


Buenos Aires, whose name means ‘fair winds’ is the 
capital of Argentina. 


Do not use a comma to separate a main clause from a 
subordinate clause, as in: 


She was leaving, as he arrived. 


This is wrong. Even when the subordinate clause is placed before 
the main clause you do not usually need a comma to separate 
them (although it is not wrong to use one), as in: 


If it rains we'll have the party indoors. 


However, if the subordinate clause is quite long you should use a 
comma to separate the different actions for the sake of clarity, as 
in: 


When we had cleaned the windows, hoovered the 
carpets, polished the furniture and filled some vases 
with flowers, the room was ready for the party. 


Where there is any risk of confusion you should insert a comma 
between the subordinate clause and the main clause, especially 
when the subordinate clause ends with a verb and the following 
main clause begins with a noun, as in: 


If you do not return, the books will be put back on the 
shelves. 


When the students finished painting, their pictures were 
displayed on the walls. 


It is wrong to insert a comma between a main clause and a 
subordinate clause beginning with that, as in: 


| suspected, that she was dishonest. 


Where main clauses are joined by and, are quite long and have 
different subjects, it is a good idea to insert a comma before the 
and for the sake of clarity, as in: 


The Olympic stadium has a capacity of 80,000 and 
houses a nine-lane athletic track, and it will continue to 
be used as a sports venue for years to come. 


When main clauses are joined by but users may choose either to 
use a comma or not to mark off the main clause, but a comma is 
helpful when both clauses are quite long. 


COMMON ERRORS INVOLVING COMMAS WITH ADVERBS OR 
ADVERBIAL PHRASES 


It was formerly standard practice to use a comma to separate 
adverbs or adverbial phrases at the beginning of a sentence, 
such as however, of course, in the meantime, for example, from 
the rest of the sentence, as in: 


It’s been a pleasant evening. However, it's late and | 
must go home now. 


Nowadays, the comma in this situation is considered optional, but 
you should insert a comma after the adverb or adverbial phrase if 
there is any possibility of confusion, as in: 


Normally, intelligent adults will appreciate the 

advantages of the savings scheme. 
It is also a good idea to insert a comma if the adverbial phrase is 
very long, as in: 


After a great deal of careful consideration, | agreed. 


COMMON ERRORS INVOLVING COMMAS IN THE ROLE OF 
BRACKETS 


A pair of commas is often used to separate off a piece of 
information that is not central to the meaning of a sentence, but is 
additional to it in the way that bracketed information is. The length 
of such pieces of additional information can vary from very short 
to quite long. Do not forget to enclose such information in 
commas in such situations, as in: 


Mark Taylor, the club treasurer, has asked me to 
address the meeting in his place as he has been 
unexpectedly called away. 


It is quite clear, as you have probably all realized, that 
the market is not likely to improve in the near future. 


Do not forget to include a pair of commas in such situations. One 
will not be enough. 


COMMON ERRORS INVOLVING COMMAS IN VARIOUS OTHER 
SITUATIONS 


Do not forget to insert a comma between the last word in a piece 
of direct speech and the closing quotation mark and before the 
word say etc, as in: 


"You're late,' she said accusingly. 


‘The bus is coming,’ he called out. 


Do not forget to use a comma to separate a person's name, or the 
name of a group, from the rest of the sentence when you are 
addressing them, as in: 


Jim, welcome home! 


I’m over here, Peter. 
I’m sorry, Ms Park, but you have not got the job. 


Gentlemen, let me show you the way. 


Do not forget to insert a comma after an interjection at the start of 
a sentence, as in: 


Heavens, it's hot! 


See, the display has started. 


Do not forget to use a comma to separate a question tag from the 
rest of the sentence, as in: 


It was a lovely evening, wasn't it? 


You do still want to go, don't you? 


Remember to insert a comma in numbers that are made up of 
more than four figures, as in 86,350 and 150,600. A comma is 
also often used in numbers consisting of four digits, as in 3,000, 
but there is a growing tendency to omit this comma. 

Do not use commas to separate the numbers in dates, as in 1941 
and 2013 (not 1,941 and 2,013). 


DASH 


The dash can be used as part of a pair in much the same way as 
brackets, although dashes are generally much more popular than 
brackets and used in less formal contexts as in: 


My parents' next-door neighbour — | can't remember his 
name — has opened a wine bar on the high street. 


The single dash used on its own has several uses, often at the 
end of sentences, as in: 


| never saw him again — and | wasn't sorry. 


You can keep the book — I’ve finished with it. 


COMMON ERRORS INVOLVING DASHES 


Do not forget to insert the second one of a pair of dashes. 


Do not overuse pairs of dashes. This is a common thing to do as 
dashes are very popular with a great many writers. Using a lot of 
dashes is fine if you're just writing a chatty email to a friend, but 
use them very sparingly in any kind of formal communication. Too 
many of them really interrupt the flow of what you are writing and 
can look messy. 


Do not overuse the single dash. As is the case with pairs of 
dashes, this is a very common thing to do and should be avoided 
when you are writing any kind of formal communication. To 
pepper your piece of writing with a lot of dashes looks rather 
messy. 


EXCLAMATION MARK 

The exclamation mark is used at the end of a sentence instead of a 
full stop when the sentence is expressing someone's strong reaction 
to something, e.g. anger, shock, surprise, as in: 


| absolutely hate him! 


The exclamation mark often follows a single word or a group of 
words without a verb that also express a strong reaction, as in: 


How amazing! Wow! 


Exclamation marks may also function as markers of friendly 
interaction, for example, by making 'Good luck! seem friendlier than 
simply ‘Good luck’. 


A COMMON ERROR INVOLVING EXCLAMATION REMARKS 


e Do not overuse exclamation marks. If you do they become 
ineffective. Restrict their use to situations where very strong 
reactions are appropriate. Use them very, very sparingly in formal 
contexts. 


FULL STOP 
It is a basic requirement of writing to be able to write in sentences. 
The main function of the full stop is to mark the end of sentence 
where this does not end in a question mark or exclamation mark. 
The full stop is also sometimes used in connection with 
abbreviations. The modern tendency is to use full stops far less 
frequently in abbreviations than was formerly the case. Often 
whether you use them or not is a matter of taste as long as you are 
consistent within any one piece of writing. 
The full stop also plays an important role in email addresses and 
website addresses. 


COMMON ERRORS INVOLVING FULL STOPS 


* Full stops are often omitted in error. It is a common error just to 
leave the end of a sentence without any punctuation at all even 
though the next sentence may begin with a capital letter, as in: 


| don't know why he left He went away very suddenly 
without saying anything 


These examples are wrongly punctuated. They should both end 
with a full stop. 


* Failure to recognize the end of a sentence resulting in failure to 
use the appropriate punctuation, as in: 


He knew he wasn't likely to win the match he hadn't 
been training as much as usual. 


This is wrong. There should be a full stop after the word match 
and the he that follows should have a capital letter. Alternatively, 
there should be a conjunction after match, as in: 


He knew he wasn't likely to win the match because he 
hadn't been training as much as usual. 


If you find that you have just written a very long sentence, have a 
careful look at it. Is it correctly punctuated? Should you have 
broken your piece of writing into more than one sentence and 
inserted full stops and capital letters where appropriate? 


Omitting the full stop at the end of a group of words complete in 
itself although it is not actually a sentence, as in: 


‘When did you last See him?’ 


‘Yesterday evening’ 


There should be a full stop after the word evening and before the 
closing quotation mark, as in: 


‘When did you last See him?’ 
‘Yesterday evening.’ 
In dialogue, putting the full stop in the wrong place when it is used 


with quotation marks. It should go before the closing quotation 
mark not after, as in: 


'l'm afraid | can’t come with you.’ 


Putting a full stop in abbreviations which involve initial capital 
letters, such as BBC, TUC, USA, is best avoided. This is not in 
keeping with modern usage. 

Putting a full stop in abbreviations if one or some of the initial 
letters do not relate to a full word, such as TV. 

Forgetting to insert a full stop where it is needed can prevent an 
email from reaching its destination or prevent you from accessing 


a website. 


HYPHEN 

The hyphen is used in various situations but it has fallen out of 
favour and is now used much less frequently than formerly. It was 
once common practice to join two words together as a compound 
using a hyphen, as in boat-hook, boat-house, bake-house, boot- 
guard, boot-brush, dog-house, dog-walker, door-handle, gun-rack, 
tree-house. 

Now the tendency is to remove the hyphen, making the 
compound either one word or two. Often this is a matter of taste, 
although longer words are more likely to become two words than one 
word. 


COMMON ERRORS INVOLVING HYPHENS 


e Having made your choice about whether to make a compound 
noun one word or two, remember to stick with this system 
throughout any one piece of writing. It is easy to be inconsistent, 
particularly if you have been undecided about which style to 
choose. 

* Remember that there are some fixed compounds of two or three 
or more words which still usually retain the hyphen, as in brother- 
in-law and good-for-nothing. 

e Remember that the hyphen is normally used in compound 
adjectives before nouns, as in the wine-producing areas of 
France, a ten-year lease and a three-bedroom house. 

. Remember that the hyphen is normally used in compound 
adjectives where the second element of the compound ends in — 
ed, as in fair-minded judges. 

* Remember that the hyphen is normally used in certain adverbs, 
sometimes to avoid ambiguity, as in a well-established method, a 


half-organized scheme and the best-known writer of travel books 
about that area. 


Do not use a hyphen to separate an adverb from an adjective or 
participle if the adverb ends in —/y, as in a highly successful 
fashion designer and an immaculately dressed young man. 
Remember that compound numbers such as two hundred and 
seven thousand are not hyphenated, although compound 
numbers from 21 to 99 when written in full are often hyphenated, 
as in seventy-five years ago and forty-five miles. 

Be careful when you are using two or more hyphenated 
compound adjectives which have the same second element and 
which qualify the same noun. You do not need to repeat the 
second element, but you do need to repeat the hyphen, as in four- 
and five-storey buildings. 


PARAGRAPH 

There is no doubt about it. Paragraphs can be difficult to get to grips 
with, particularly since they are not governed by any rules which tell 
us how to deal with them. The good news is that deciding when to 
start a new paragraph soon becomes a matter of instinct and you do 
it automatically. Paragraph writing is one of those cases where 
practice makes perfect — or at least competent. Also, it helps if you 
read a lot. Seeing how other people do it can be very useful. 


COMMON ERRORS INVOLVING PARAGRAPHS 


First of all do remember to arrange your writing in paragraphs if 
you are writing something that is at all formal. It is all very well to 
type a rambling email to a friend without worrying about 
paragraphs, but this approach will not do for college essays, 
applications for jobs, letters of complaint, etc. 

Do not make your paragraphs too long. The idea behind 
paragraphs is to make a piece of writing more accessible. If you 


write very long paragraphs you are going to create the impression 
of inaccessibility, however good your intentions are. 


* It is no longer considered a grammatical sin to have only one 
sentence in a paragraph, but do not overdo it. Use it occasionally 
for stylistic effect if you like, but do not end up with a piece of 
writing consisting of one-sentence paragraphs unless you are a 
tabloid journalist. 


QUESTION MARK 
The question mark is used, as you might expect, at the end of a 
sentence that asks a direct question, as in: 


Why did you do that? 


Have you seen him lately? 


COMMON ERRORS INVOLVING QUESTION MARKS 


* Do not forget to insert a question mark at the end of a question, as 
in: 


Why are you here. 


There should be a question mark instead of a full stop after here. 


* Do not use a question mark when the question is part of reported 
or indirect speech instead of a question in direct speech, as in: 


She asked me where he was? 
I wondered who told him that? 


Both of these are wrong, because they are examples of reported 
or indirect speech. 


QUOTATION MARKS 


Quotation marks are used in pairs and have several uses. They are 
used to enclose direct speech, i.e. the actual words that someone 
has spoken, as in: 


‘Why on earth did she marry him?’ | asked. 


They are also used in a piece of writing to enclose a direct quotation 
from another piece of writing or speech, as in: 

It was a bit of an exaggeration when she referred in her 

report to ‘record-breaking sales’. 
They are also sometimes used to indicate titles of books, plays, etc, 
as in ' Jane Eyre’. 

Quotation marks in all cases can either be double or single 
according to taste, as long as this is consistent in any one piece of 
writing. It is clearer for readers if a different style is used for anything 
quoted within a quote, so either single quotation marks within double 
quotation marks or double quotation marks within single quotation 
marks, as in: 


‘It’s “business as usual" even though we've got 
scaffolding up,’ the shop manager told us. 


COMMON ERRORS INVOLVING QUOTATION MARKS 
* Do not omit the second set of quotation marks, as in: 


‘We are leaving tomorrow, she said. 


* Do not use a single quotation mark followed by a closing double 
one, as in: 


‘Let’s meet for lunch next week," he suggested. 
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IRREGULAR PLURAL NOUNS 


Irregular plurals (see 1) refer to the plural form of nouns that do not 
make their plural in the regular way. 

Most nouns in English add -s to the singular form to make the 
plural form, as in boy to boys. Some add -es to the singular form to 
form the plural, as in church to churches. Nouns ending in a 
consonant followed by -y have -ies as a regular plural ending. Thus 
fairy becomes fairies and berry becomes berries. The foregoing are 
all examples of regular plurals. 

Irregular plural nouns include nouns that are different in form from 
their singular forms and do not simply add an ending, such as men 
from man, women from woman and mice from mouse. Irregular 
plurals are formed in a number of different ways. 


e Some irregular plurals are formed by changing the vowel of the 
singular forms, as in feet from foot, geese from goose and teeth 
from tooth. 

e Some irregular plural forms are formed by adding —en, as oxen 
from ox and children from child. 


e Some nouns ending in —f form irregular plurals in —ves, as in loaf 
to loaves, half to halves, wife to wives and wolf to wolves, but 
some have alternative endings, as in hoof to either hoofs or 
hooves, and some form regular plurals by simply adding —s to the 
singular form, as in roof to roofs. 


Some irregular plural forms are the original foreign plural forms of 
words adopted into English, for example stimuli from stimulus, 
phenomena from phenomenon and criteria from criterion. |n 
modern usage there is a growing tendency to anglicize the plural 
forms of foreign words. Many of these coexist with the original 
plural form, as in thesauruses and thesauri, formulas and 
formulae, and gateaus and gateaux. Sometimes the anglicized 
plural formed according to the regular English rules differs slightly 
in meaning from the irregular foreign plural. Thus, indexes usually 
applies to the guides to the content at the end of books, and 
indices is normally used in the field of mathematics. 

Some nouns have irregular plurals in that the plural form and the 
singular form are the same. These include sheep, grouse (the 
game-bird) and salmon. Also, some nouns have a regular plural 
and an irregular plural form. Thus, brother has the plural forms 
brothers and brethren, although brethren is now mainly used in a 
religious context and is archaic in general English. 
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PROBLEMATIC PREPOSITIONS 


PREPOSITIONS 


You may think that, as parts of speech go, prepositions look fairly 
harmless. This is probably because many of them are so short (e.g. 
in, on, from, off, with, to) that you would not think that they could 
cause much in the way of trouble. However, small is not always 
innocent. Just think of the discomfort that midges can cause! 
Prepositions may be short but they are certainly not problem-free. 


WHAT FOLLOWS WHAT? 
But let's be fair to prepositions. The problems associated with them 
tend to centre not on the prepositions themselves, but on their 
relationships. It is the function of prepositions to show how some 
elements in sentences relate to other elements, and it is not always 
easy to decide which preposition connects what to what. This is a 
particular problem for learners of English as a foreign language or as 
a second language. However, it can also puzzle native speakers. 
Some words cause particular problems because they can hook up 
with more than one preposition. For example, the verb agree can be 
accompanied by to, with or on, while the adjective responsible can 


team up with fo or for. The A-Z list below, although it is by no means 
comprehensive, will give you guidance on some of these. 


absent from/present at 
You are said to be absent from a meeting or place when you are not 
there, as in: 


That is the third day the pupil has been absent from 
school. 


The lead actor was absent from last night's performance 
because he was ill. 


The opposite of absent from is present at, as in: 


There were 300 people present at the protest meeting. 


absolve from 

If you absolve someone from blame you say publicly or officially 
that they are not guilty of a crime or act of wrongdoing, often one that 
they have been accused of, as in: 


He has been absolved from all blame in connection with 
the accident. 
Absolve from is mostly used in formal contexts. 


accustomed to/in the habit of 
If you are accustomed to(see 1) something it is something that you 
do regularly or are very familiar with, as in: 


Their teenage children were accustomed to the 
amenities of city life and found life in a country village 


very boring. 

Itis a more formal way of saying 'used to', as in: 
They were accustomed to sitting about doing nothing 
and certainly didn't want to start working. 

Another way of saying this is in the habit of, as in: 


She's in the habit of going for a run after work every 
evening. 


accuse of/charge with 
Both of these verbs involve saying that someone is guilty of 
something, but they are followed by different prepositions. 


accuse of 
If you believe that someone has done something wrong you can 
accuse them of wrongdoing, as in: 
Money had gone missing from the till and he accused 
one of his employees of taking it. 
If you use the noun accusation this is often followed by the 
preposition against, as in: 
He appears to have made false accusations against his 
former business partner. 


charge with 
If the police go one step further and formally accuse someone of a 
crime they charge them with it, as in: 


The police charged him with manslaughter. 


If you use the noun charge this is often followed by the preposition 
against: 


The police called the suspected criminal in for 
questioning then decided to press charges against him. 


adhere to 
If you adhere to a rule or an agreement you do what it says you 
should do or in other words you obey it, as in: 


We expect all pupils to adhere to the school’s rules 
during the school day, with no exceptions. 


Adhere to is mostly used in formal contexts. 


afraid of/frightened of 
If you are afraid of something you feel fear because you think you 
might be hurt or harmed, as in: 


The children are afraid of the dark. 


She's afraid of dogs because she was bitten by one 
when she was a child. 


You can also say that you are frightened of something, which has 
the same meaning as afraid of, as in: 


The boy's frightened of ghosts although he's been told 
that there's no such thing. 


agree 
The verb agree can be followed by various prepositions according to 
its meaning. 


agree to 


If you agree to something you say that you will allow it to happen, as 
in: 

They agreed to our plan right away. 
If you agree to do something you say that you will do it, as in: 


He agreed to clean the car at the weekend after 
complaining it wasn't his turn. 


agree with 
You are said to agree with someone about something if you both 
have the same opinion or feeling about it, as in: 


| hardly ever agree with my brother but I think he's right 
about this. 


If you approve of something, such as a suggestion or a plan, you can 
be said to agree with it, as in: 


| agree with his proposals for a wind farm but there will 
be a lot of opposition from the people who live in the 
area. 


Less commonly agree with can be used to indicate that something 
is good for you, as in: 
The warmer climate certainly agrees with him and his 
health has improved dramatically. 
The opposite of this is to disagree with, as in: 
The politicians disagreed with each other about the way 
forward. 


If you want to use the noun agreement in this context this is also 
followed by the preposition with, as in: 


If we're all in agreement with each other, we can move 
on to the next issue up for discussion. 


agree on 
If people discuss and reach a decision about something you can say 
that they agree on it, as in: 


The young couple have finally got their families to agree 
on a date for the wedding. 


alternative/ alternative to 
When used to describe a course of action the adjective alternative 
refers to something that can be done or used instead of something 
else, as in: 

The police are recommending an alternative route to the 

city centre. 
Alternative can also be used as a noun taking the preposition to, as 
in: 

My mother's always saying that there's no alternative to 

hard work when it comes to passing exams. 


He had no alternative but to cancel his plans after he 
was called in to work. 


analogous to 
Something is analogous to something else if it is similar in some 
ways to something else and so able to be compared with it, as in: 


These cases of flu are certainly analogous to those that 
have been described in parts of Europe. 


Analogous to is used in formal contexts. 


answer 


answer for/vouch for 


1 If you have to answer for something you are responsible for it 
and have to explain how it came to happen, as in: 


The team lost by a huge margin and their manager will 
have to answer for their appalling performance. 


Your brother will have to answer for his bad behaviour 
and remain after school hours to See the headmaster. 


2 If you say that you can answer for someone's good qualities or 
characteristics you mean that you can say with certainty that they 
have these, as in: 


| have known the young woman for many years and can 
answer for her honesty. 


Answer for is similar to vouch for, as in: 


Several people are willing to vouch for the integrity of 
the accused. 


3 If you say that you can't answer for someone else who is not 
present it means that you cannot say what they are likely to think 
or do, as in: 


I'm definitely in favour of the scheme but I can't answer 
for any of my colleagues. 


answer to 
If you answer to someone in authority it means that you have to 
explain to them why you have acted in the way you did, as in: 


I’m not going to tell you why I’m late. | only answer to 
the head of the department. 


anxious 


anxious about 
If you are anxious about something you are worried about it for 
some reason and think about it all the time, as in: 


The students are anxious about their exam results. 


The child is anxious about travelling on the train by 
herself. 


anxious to 
If you are anxious to do something you want very much to do it, as 
in: 


She is anxious to get a job so she can start saving 
some money. 


They are anxious to help. 


anxious for 
Anxious for can sometimes be used to mean ‘worried about’, as in: 


Their son is doing a dangerous job and they're anxious 
for his safety. 


However, anxious for can also indicate that you want very much to 
have something or that you want it to happen, as in: 


The workers are anxious for an immediate increase in 
salary. 


They are anxious for their house alterations to get 
finished but the builders are very slow. 


apart from 
You use apart immediately followed by from when you are referring 
to an exception of some kind, as in: 


| like all kinds of films apart from horror. 
Apart from my sister everyone in our family has summer 
birthdays. 

Apart from can also be used to mean ‘as well as’, as in: 


Apart from their large town house in London they have a 
flat in Paris and a villa in Spain. 


appeal 

appeal against 

If you appeal against a decision or a judgement you ask for it to be 
reconsidered and changed, as in: 


He was found guilty of fraud but his defence team have 
appealed against the verdict. 
Note that in American English appeal is used without a preposition 
following it, as in: 
They have appealed the verdict. 
appeal to 


If you appeal to someone for something you make a request for 
some kind of help, as in: 


Police have appealed to the public for information 
regarding the recent break-ins in the area. 


Charities for homeless people have appealed to people 
to give generous donations this winter. 


If something appeals to you, you like it and find it attractive or 
interesting, as in: 


The idea of getting married at a beach resort really 
appeals to me. 


Living in the city centre just doesn't appeal to me. 


apply 
apply for 
If you apply for something you make a formal request to be 
considered for something such as a job, a place at college, etc, as 
in: 
There's a job vacancy in our department but you have 
to apply for it in writing by Tuesday of next week. 
apply to 
Apply to means ‘to concern or affect someone or something’, as in: 


This warning doesn't apply to people who are already 
respecting the school's rules. 


approve of/disapprove of 
If you approve of an action, suggestion, etc, you think it is a good 
thing and are pleased with it, as in: 


His parents approved of his decision to go to university. 
Not all the staff approved of the board's decision to 
expand the company. 


The opposite of approve of is disapprove of, as in: 


Many parents disapprove of the changes in the school 
curriculum. 


arrive 
arrive at/reach 
If you arrive at a place you come to it after a journey, as in: 


We arrived at the party just as everyone else was going 
home. 


Note that the verb reach without a following preposition can often be 
used instead of arrive at, as in: 


We hope to reach the hotel before nightfall. 
arrive in 
If the place at the end of your journey is a country or a town you use 
in instead of at with arrive, as in: 


The ferry was delayed and we did not arrive in France 
until after dark. 


We will phone you when we arrive in Rome. 


ashamed of 
If you are ashamed of something you have done you feel guilty or 
embarrassed because you think it was wrong or unacceptable in 
some way, as in: 

He was really ashamed of shouting at his mother last 

night. 
You can also be ashamed of yourself when you feel this kind of 
guilt, as in: 


He felt ashamed of himself for shouting at his mother 
last night. 


ask after 
If you ask after someone you ask how they are, if they are well, etc, 
as in: 


My doctor was at school with my mother and he always 
asks after her whenever I have an appointment to See 
him. 


attached to 
If you are attached to someone or something you like them very 
much and have often known or owned them for a long time, as in: 


The children are very attached to their grandfather. 


She's now a teenager but she's still very attached to her 
teddy bear. 


aware of/conscious oflunaware of/unconscious 
of 

If you are aware of (see 1, 2) someone or something you know that 
they exist or are present, as in: 


She was suddenly aware of footsteps behind her. 


| was aware of an atmosphere of hostility between 
them. 


She was all too aware of the noises in the house at 
night because she wasn't used to staying there alone. 


The opposite of aware of is unaware of, as in: 


He was quite unaware of the time until he heard the 
clock strike midnight. 


The expression conscious of means much the same as aware of, 
as in: 


He was conscious of someone staring at him. 


She was conscious of a change in their attitude towards 
her. 


The opposite of conscious of is unconscious of, as in: 


He seemed totally unconscious of the fact that people 
were laughing at him. 


bank on/rely on/depend on 
If you bank on something happening you rely on it happening and 
hope that you will get some advantage from it happening, as in: 


I’m running late and I’m banking on the train being late. 
It usually is. 


He's only had time to revise three or four topics for the 
history exam and he's banking on there being questions 
on at least two of these. 
Bank on is slightly more informal than rely on. You can also use 
depend on in this way. 


because of/owing to/due to (see 1) 
If something happens because of (see 1) something it happens as a 
result of it, as in: 


The football match had to be cancelled because of a 
flooded pitch. 


Our plane was delayed because of a strike by baggage 
handlers. 
The phrase owing to is a slightly more formal than because of, as 
in: 
We had to postpone our holiday owing to my mother's 
illness. 


Work in the whole factory was brought to a standstill 

owing to a serious electrical fault. 
Due to is sometimes used as an alternative to because of and 
owing to. Although it is grammatically wrong to do so, this usage is 
becoming widespread because the difference between due to and 
owing to and because of is quite difficult to understand. Due to is 
adjectival and means 'caused by', while because of and owing to 
are prepositional, as in: 

Everyone agreed that it was an error due to lack of 

experience. 


Cancellations due to bad weather are expected. 


become of 
You use the phrase become of to refer to what has happened to 
someone or what they are doing now, as in: 


He was at primary school with me and I often wonder 
what became of him. 


We don't know what became of him after he left college. 


begin 
begin by 
If you begin by doing something you do it first before doing anything 
else, as in: 
I think we'll begin by putting the kettle on for a cup of 
tea. 
begin with 
If you begin with something you deal with it first before carrying out 
other tasks, as in: 


Assembly in that school always begins with a prayer. 


believe in 
If you believe in something such as magic, fairies or ghosts, you feel 
sure that these exist. 


The children still believe in Father Christmas. 
The same is true if you believe in God, as in: 


She had been raised in a religious household but no 

longer believed in God. 
The phrase believe in can also be used to mean that you have 
confidence and trust in someone and are sure that they will be 
successful, as in: 


In her early career she received many rejections but she 
continued to believe in herself and went on to become a 
famous actress. 
If you believe in something can also mean you are in favour of it or 
support it because you think that it is right, as in: 


He believed in equality for women long before it became 
a popular issue. 


belong to 
If something belongs to someone, they own it, as in: 
That car over there belongs to my neighbour. 


If you belong to something, such as a club, organization, group or 
category, you are a member of it, as in: 


They all belong to the local tennis club. 


They belonged to the English aristocracy. 


benefit from 
If you benefit from something you get some form of advantage from 
it, as in: 


Lower paid workers should benefit from the new tax 
rules. 


blame 

blame for 

If you blame someone for something you say that they are 
responsible for something bad, as in: 


The driver of the other car blamed him for the accident. 


Her boss blamed her for the error in the accounts 
although it was really his mistake. 


blame on 


The expression blame something on someone used to be 
considered unacceptable by many users, but now things have 
changed and this use has become quite widespread, as in: 


I wasn't even here when the vase broke. Don't blame it 

on me! 
If you want to use the noun blame to convey this meaning you say 
or write: 


They tried to put the blame on me although | was 
completely innocent. 


bored 
bored with 
If you are bored with something you no longer find it interesting, as 
in: 
He says he's bored with his job and wants to leave. 
bored of 
The expression bored of is sometimes used in speech or very 


informal pieces of writing, as in bored of this programme. lt should 
not be used in more formal writing. 


capable of/incapable of 
If you are capable of something or doing something, you are able to 
do it or are liable to do it: 


I really didn't think that he was capable of playing the 
piano like that. 


She thinks that she's quite capable of moving into a flat 
on her own. 


The opposite of capable of is incapable of, as in: 
She had thought herself incapable of speaking in public. 
That messy boy seems incapable of tidying up after 
himself! 


Incapable of is often used in quite formal contexts. 


care 

care for 

If you care for someone who is sick, disabled, old, very young, etc, 
you look after them and make sure that they have the things they 
need, as in: 


She employs someone to care for her elderly mother 

during the day. 
If you say you don't care for something, it means you don't like it, 
as in: 

| don't care for red wine. 
It can also be a rather old-fashioned (and rather rude!) way of saying 
'No, thank you', as in: 

Would you like some fruit cake? No, | don't care for it. 
care about 


If you care about something you think that it is important and you 
are concerned about it, as in: 


If you cared about the environment you would recycle 
more of your household rubbish. 


If you care about someone or something you really like them or love 
them, as in: 


He asked his mother to come and stay with them 
because he really cared about her. 


This is rather a formal use. 


centre 

centre on 

If something centres on something it is the focus or centre of 
attention or activity, as in: 


His political thinking is centred on the redistribution of 
wealth. 


The greater part of the bankers' discussion centred on 
the downturn in the world economy. 


centre around/round 

The phrase centre around or centre round is now frequently used 
instead of centre on. This is disliked by some language 
commentators on the grounds that the word centre is too precise to 
be used with the imprecise words round or around. The phrases 
centre around or centre round are more likely to be tolerated by 
precise users if they are used with reference to something 
generalized rather than something specific, as in: 


Most of her hobbies centre around the great outdoors. 


charge with see accuse of 
close to see near to 


clothed in see dressed in 


commitment to 
If you show commitment to someone or something you show 
loyalty to them, as in: 


His commitment to the football team caused him to turn 

down a lucrative transfer offer. 
The expression be committed to can have much the same 
meaning: 


She was so committed to her charity work that she 
spent all her free time volunteering. 


communicate 

communicate to 

If you communicate something to someone you tell them about it, 
as in: 


She had to communicate news of the factory's closure 
to the workforce. 
This is used in rather formal contexts. 
communicate with 
If you communicate with someone you exchange information with 
them, as in: 


We communicate regularly with each other by email. 


compare 

compare to or with 

When you compare two things you often do so as a comment on 
their differences or similarities. In this context you can follow 
compare with either to or with. Formerly compare to was 
considered incorrect in this context, but the difference between the 


two phrases was not at all clear to some users. Now things have 
become simplified and compare with and compare to are both 
considered acceptable in this context, as in: 


It's interesting to compare the school rules with those of 
a hundred years ago. 


It's a pity for him that he always feels he is being 

compared to his older brother. 
compare to 
When you are only commenting on the similarity between two things 
and saying that they are like each other, then compare to is the 
correct phrase, as in: 


He is a very good actor but you certainly cannot 
compare him to Robert de Niro. 


compatible with/incompatible with 

If something is compatible with something else the two things are 
able to exist together or can be used together without any problems 
being caused, as in: 


Having such a high pressure job isn't compatible with 
the demands of family 
life. 


The opposite of this is incompatible with, as in: 


The new head's approach to education is totally 
incompatible with the deputy head's approach. 


complain 
complain about 


If you complain about something you think that there is something 
wrong with it and you say that you are not satisfied with it, as in: 


The food in the restaurant was so bad that several 

people complained about it. 
complain of 
If you complain of something it can mean that you say that you are 
annoyed or upset about it, as in: 


The man who was arrested complained of ill-treatment 

by the police. 
It can also mean that you have a pain in part of your body or that you 
are feeling ill, as in: 


The child is complaining of a pain in her stomach. 
complain to 
If you complain to someone you tell them that you are not satisfied 
with something or that someone or something has made you 
annoyed or upset, as in: 

The radio | bought is faulty and I’m going to complain to 

the manager of the shop where | bought it. 


If the students keep on having noisy parties every 
weekend we are going to complain to their landlord. 


compliment on 

When you compliment someone on something you say something 
pleasant in praise of their appearance, ability, etc, to show that you 
admire them, as in: 


Several people complimented her on her new hairstyle. 


He complimented the young man on his driving skills. 


composed of 
If something is composed of some parts, substances, people, etc, it 
is made up of them, as in: 


The committee is composed of local business people. 
The exam is composed of two units: an oral test and a 
written test. 


The phrase be composed of is similar in meaning to that of consist 
of, but it is often used in more formal contexts. See consist of. 


concerned 
concerned about or for 
If you are concerned about something you are worried about it, as 
in: 
She is concerned about environmental issues. 
The phrase concerned for also means worried about, as in: 


Many young people are concerned for the future of the 
planet. 
concerned with 
If something is concerned with something it deals with it or is about 
it, as in: 
The book is concerned with changes in society after the 
Second World War. 


conditional on 
If something is conditional on something it means it will only 
happen or be done if something else happens or is done first, as in: 


His offer to buy their house is conditional on a 
substantial reduction in the price. 


The price we have quoted is conditional on the order 
being delivered right on time. 
This phrase in found in fairly formal or commercial contexts. 


conducive to 
If something is conducive to something it makes it possible or more 
likely to happen, as in: 
The holiday complex was very noisy and hardly 
conducive to a relaxing time. 
The phrase conducive to is used in fairly formal contexts. 


confidence in 

If you have confidence in someone you feel sure that they are 
going to do something well or are going to succeed in something that 
they are trying to do, as in: 


He has to undergo a long and difficult operation to fix 
his heart but he has complete confidence in the 
surgeon. 


confident of 
If you are confident of something you feel sure that it will happen or 
that you will achieve it, as in: 


She says that she is confident of victory because she is 
by far the better player. 


He seems to be confident of getting the job. 


concentrate on 
If you concentrate on something you give it most of your attention 
rather than attending to other things, as in: 

They usually spend a lot of time playing various sports 


but this term they are having to concentrate on their 
school work. 


conform to/with 
If something conforms to something such as a rule or guideline, it 
obeys or follows it, as in: 


Planning permission was refused because the plans of 
the building did not conform to local building regulations. 
You can also use conform with in this context, as in: 
The proposed skateboarding park must conform with 
safety regulations. 
Conform to can also mean 'to agree with or match', as in: 
He doesn't conform to my idea of a doctor: he's so 
young! 
You can also use conform with in this context, as in: 


He certainly did not conform with their idea of the kind of 
man their daughter should marry. 


connect with/to 
When the verb connect means ‘to join’ it can be followed either by 
to or with, as in: 


The proposed road would connect our town with the 
City. 


Our property is connected to theirs by a narrow winding 
lane. 


If the verb means ‘to notice or show a link or relationship between 
someone or something', connect is followed by with, as in: 


Police have failed to connect him with the crime. 


conscious of see aware of 


consent to 
If you consent to something, you agree to it or give your permission 
for it to happen, as in: 


He was rather surprised when she consented to a trial 
of his suggested scheme. 


Consent to is more formal than agree to. 


consist of 
If something consists of two or more things or people, it is made up 
of them, as in: 


The football team consists of pupils from two different 
schools. 


The mixture consists of flour, milk, eggs and flavouring. 


The phrase consists of means the same as be composed of but it 
is not used in the passive. 


content 


content with 
If you are content with something you are quite happy or willing to 
have it or accept it, as in: 


She seems to be content with a very quiet life. 


content to 
If you are content to do something you are happy or willing to do it, 
as in: 


He was content to work overtime every week as long as 
he got paid for his extra hours. 


contrast with 
If two things contrast with each other they show a marked 
difference when they are compared with each other, as in: 


The children's colourful coats contrasted with the stark 
whiteness of the snow. 


convinced of 
If you are convinced of something you are sure that it's true, as in: 


She was convinced of his honesty despite her friend's 
warning. 


cope with 
The phrase cope with is similar in meaning to deal with, but the 
situation involved is often more difficult, or more of a problem, as in: 


She has to cope with a full-time job on top of looking 
after her children and elderly parents. 


See deal with below. 


correspond 

correspond to 

If something corresponds to something it is very similar to or the 
same as something or it is the equivalent of it, as in: 


The title of advocate in the Scottish legal system 

corresponds to the title of barrister in the English one. 
correspond with 
If you correspond with someone you write letters to them and 
receive letters from them, as in: 


They have never met but they have corresponded 


regularly with each other since they were childhood pen 
pals. 


critical of 
If you are critical of someone or something you point out what you 
regard as their faults or bad points, as in: 


Several parents were critical of the school's policy 
towards bullying. 


culminate in 
If something culminates in something it finishes in that particular 
way, as in: 


The evening culminated in an impressive fireworks 
display, to the delight of the spectators. 


Culminates in is a formal way of saying ends in. 


deal with 
If you deal with something or someone you take the necessary 
action to achieve a result or solve a problem, as in: 


The manager will deal with the customer's complaint. 


Trying to deal with falling sales and increased 
production costs is extremely difficult. 


If a book, speech, etc, deals with a subject it is about that subject, 
as in: 


The article deals with homelessness. 


decide 

decide on 

To make up your mind about something or to choose someone or 
something after thinking carefully, as in: 


She spent ages worrying about what to wear to the 
party and finally decided on her little black dress. 


The new graduate had several job offers, but she 
decided on a career in the family business. 
decide upon 
Decide upon has the same meaning as decide on but it is often 
used in more formal contexts. 


delight 
delight in 

If you delight in something (often something that upsets someone 
else) you take pleasure in it or enjoy it, as in: 


She delights in watching the sunset from her balcony. 

He delights in teasing his younger brother and making 

him cry. 
delighted with 
If you are delighted with something you are very pleased and 
happy about it, as in: 


The girl was delighted with her new dress. 


depend on 
If something depends on something else it is directly affected by 
that, as in: 


Where we go on holiday this year depends on how 
much we are prepared to pay. 


If you depend on someone or something you need their support in 
order to survive, as in: 


She depends on an allowance from her parents to pay 
her bills at university. 
See bank on. 


dependent on 
If you are dependent on someone you depend on their support for 
your survival, as in: 


He was a student until he was nearly thirty and was 
dependent on his parents all that time. 


The magazine is dependent on local advertising for its 
survival. 


deprive of 
If you deprive someone of something you stop them from having it, 
especially something that they really ought to have, as in: 


The laws are there to stop people being deprived of 
their rights. 


deter from 
If something deters you from doing something it stops you from 
doing it, as in: 


They put a fence round the old tree to deter children 
from climbing it. 


detract from 
If something detracts from something it makes it seem less good or 
attractive, as in: 


The ruins of the old factory detract from the beauty of 
the area. 


Do not confuse this with distract from. 


devoid of 
If something is devoid of something it is completely lacking in it, as 
in: 


The house is comfortable enough but it is completely 
devoid of style. 


devoted to 


If you are devoted to someone you love them very much or are very 
loyal to them, as in: 


She's devoted to her boss and won't hear a word 
against him. 


She's devoted to her grandchildren and always bakes 
them special treats. 


different 

different from 

Different can be followed by the prepositions from, to and than. In 
British English different from is the most acceptable construction, 
especially in formal contexts, as in: 


Her attitude to work was quite different from his. 


different to 
Different to is found in informal, especially spoken, contexts, as in: 


Their lifestyle is completely different to mine. 


This construction should be avoided in formal use. 


different than 

Different than is frequently used in American English, but this 
construction is not considered correct in British English, although it is 
becoming more common. Different than is considered more 
acceptable if it is followed by a clause, as in: 


It looks no different than it did a decade ago. 
disagree with see agree with 


disapprove of see approve of 


disloyal to see loyal to 


dispose of 
If you dispose of something that you do not want or need any longer 
you throw it away or give it to someone, as in: 


You must remember that some things can be recycled 
when you are disposing of your household waste. 


distract from 

If you distract someone from something you take their attention 
away from something, sometimes by getting them to pay attention to 
something else, as in: 


It's dangerous to talk to the driver because you'll distract 
him from his driving. 


See also detracts from. 


dressed in 
If you are dressed in something, you are wearing it, as in: 


The children were all dressed in their school uniform. 


The phrase clothed in means the same, but it is usually found in 
more formal contexts, as in: 


The king and queen were clothed in scarlet robes 
trimmed with ermine. 


due to see because of 


end 
end in 
If something ends in something it finishes in that particular way, as 
in: 
The night ended in triumph as he took home three 
awards. 
Culminate in is a more formal way of saying this. 
end with 
If something ends with an event, etc, that event marks the finish of 
something, often being the last of a series, as in: 


The choir sang a selection of well-known songs, ending 
with the national anthem. 


engaged 

engaged in 

If you are engaged in something you are busy doing something or 
are very much involved in something, as in: 


They are engaged in the difficult process of selling their 
house. 


Engaged in is usually used in quite formal contexts. 


engaged to 
If you are engaged to someone you have said that you will marry 
them, as in: 


Sue has just got engaged to Tom and they are planning 
to get married early next year. 


engrossed in 


If you are engrossed in something you are so interested in it that 
you concentrate on it and do not notice anything else, as in: 


She was so engrossed in the film that she did not hear 
me when | called to her. 


envious of 
If you are envious of someone, you wish that you had something 
that they have or do, as in: 


She is envious of her brother because he is old enough 
to stay out late. 


If you are envious of something that someone has, you wish that 
you had it, as in: 


They were envious of the luxury house that their friends 
lived in. 


escape from 
If you escape from a dangerous place or situation you succeed in 
getting away from it, as in: 


They escaped from poverty by managing to emigrate. 


except 
The word except introduces the person or thing that a general 
statement does not apply to, as in: 


You can borrow any of the books except this one. 
It is sometimes followed by for, as in: 


We will all be there except for Jim. 


with the exception of 
When you are mentioning someone or something that is an 
exception you often use the phrase with the exception of, as in: 


The whole family went with the exception of my aunt, 
who was feeling ill. 


An exception is someone or something that a general statement of 
some kind does not apply to. 


faith in 
If you have faith in someone, you trust them absolutely or have 
complete confidence in them, as in: 


She has great faith in her counsellor. 


If you lose faith in someone, you no longer trust them or have 
confidence in them, as in: 


The workers are losing faith in their management team 
and are worried about their jobs. 


faithful to/unfaithful to 
If you are faithful to someone or something you remain loyal to 
them and continue to give them your support, as in: 


When the king was defeated in battle most of the nobles 
remained faithful to him and helped him to escape 
overseas. 


The politician remained faithful to his principles and 
refused to vote with his party on the issue. 


If you are faithful to a husband or wife, etc, you are in a 
monogamous relationship with them, as in: 


He promised in his wedding vows to be faithful to his 
wife. 


The opposite of faithful to is unfaithful to, as in: 


He did not want to be unfaithful to his wife. 


familiar 
familiar to 
If something is familiar to you, you know it well, as in: 


Although her face is familiar to me | cannot remember 
her name. 


familiar with 
If you are familiar with something, you know or understand it well, 
as in: 


She was brought up in this area so she must be familiar 
With it. 


filled with see full of 


fond of 
If you are fond of someone you like them very much and may even 
love them, but usually not in a romantic way, as in: 


They are cousins and are very fond of each other. 
John and the girl next door are very fond of each other, 


but there has never been any suggestion of romance 
between them. 


free of/ free from 
If something or someone is free of something they do not have any 
of it or contain any of it, as in: 


The room is now free of dust. 


The patient is now free of pain. 


The expression free from means the same as free of and is used in 
much the same way, as in: 


Now that the sun has gone down we are free from that 
terrible oppressive heat. 


Yesterday the doctors thought she had measles but 
today she is free from all the usual symptoms. 


friend 
friends with 
If you are friends with someone that person is your friend, as in: 


| have been friends with Anne since our schooldays. 


friendly with 
If you are friendly with someone you like each other and enjoy 
spending time together, as in: 


She is friendly with several of the women who have 
children at her daughter's school. 


frightened of see afraid of 


full of/filled with 


If something is full of people or things it contains a very large 
number of them, sometimes to the extent that it can hardly contain 
any more, as in: 


The bus was full of senior pupils from the nearby 
school. 


The cellar was full of rubbish. 
If something is filled with people or things it is full of them, as in: 


She was trying to smile although her eyes were filled 
with tears. 


The hall was filled with people about an hour before the 
meeting was due to start. 


glad 
glad about 
If you are glad about something you are pleased and happy about 
it, as in: 
We have discovered that we can get a flight from our 
local airport and we're very glad about that. 


glad for 
If you are glad for someone you are pleased that they have got 
something or done something, as in: 


Our son has got the job he applied for and we're so glad 
for him. 


glad of 
If you are glad of something you are happy that you have it and you 
are grateful for it, as in: 


He's had to work overtime a lot recently, but he was 
glad of the extra money so near to Christmas. 


glad to 
If you are glad to do something you are willing and keen to do it, as 
in: 

lIl be glad to look after the children for you this 

afternoon. 


graduate from 
If you graduate from a university or college you get a degree from it, 
often a first degree, as in: 


Many young people now have difficulty in getting jobs 
when they graduate from university. 


grateful 

grateful for 

If you are grateful for something you are happy to have it and feel 
that you want to thank someone for it, as in: 


We are very grateful for all the donations to our charity. 


grateful to 
If you are grateful to someone for something you feel that you want 
to thank them for it, as in: 


We are so grateful to everyone who has given us their 
support. 


guilty 


guilty about/feel guilty at 
If you feel guilty about something you feel bad and ashamed 
because you know that you have done something bad or wrong, as 
in: 

| feel guilty about forgetting your birthday. 
The phrase feel guilty at means the same, as in: 

They feel guilty at not inviting him to their party. 
guilty of 


If you are guilty of something you have done something bad, wrong 
or criminal, as in: 


The jury found him guilty of manslaughter. 


He’s guilty of bullying the younger children. 


in the habit of see accustomed to 


half/half of 

You can use either half or half of to refer to an amount that is one of 
two equal parts that make up a whole. You can use half of instead of 
half in front of a noun or noun group beginning with a determiner, 
although half is the more common, as in: 


He has done half his work for today. 
The child ate only half her lunch. 


She has been in and out of hospital for half of her adult 
life. 


Her father was overseas with the army for half of her 
childhood. 


You use half of not half in front of pronouns, as in: 


| haven't finished my essay but I’ve done half of it. 


More than half of our foreign students went back to their 
own countries after graduating. 


You use half not half of in front of words such as hour, kilo, 
metre, etc, as in: 


It will take us half an hour to get there. 


| need half a kilo of flour for this recipe. 


harmful to 
If something is harmful to someone or something it has a bad effect 
on them, as in: 


Exhaust fumes from cars are harmful to the 
environment. 


The substance does not seem to affect adults but it is 
harmful to young children. 


hear of/hear about 
If you hear of something you find out about it, as in: 


She's heard of a job that would suit her very well. 
You can also use hear about in this sense, as in: 


We only heard about her promotion yesterday. 


heard of 
You can use heard of to show that you have knowledge about 
someone or something, as in: 


Have you heard of a town called Seaway? 


We thought we knew the area well, but we've never 
heard of a town called Seaway. 


hope 
hope for 
You use hope for when you want something to happen and think 
that it is possible, as in: 
She's hoping for some sunshine on her wedding day. 


We're the better players and we're hoping for victory 
today. 


hope of 
If there is hope of something happening you want it to happen and 
think that it might, as in: 


Doctors have hope of a cure in the near future. 


Their army outnumbered ours and there was no hope of 
victory. 


incapable of see capable of 


incompatible with see compatible with 


inferior to/superior to 


If someone or something is said to be inferior to someone or 
something else, they are not as good or they are of poorer quality, as 
in: 

You shouldn't feel inferior to them just because they 

have more money than you do. 


This material is inferior to that one. 


The opposite of this is superior to, as in: 


The team that is playing this week is far superior to the 
one that played last week. 


inquire into 
If you inquire into something you ask questions in order to get 
information about it, as in: 


The police are inquiring into the company's profits 
because they suspect the owner of fraud. 


insist on 
If you insist on doing something you say very firmly that you will do 
it, as in: 


She insisted on getting a taxi to the airport although we 
offered to drive her there. 


intention of 
If you say that you have every intention of doing something, you 
mean that you definitely plan to do it, as in: 


He says that he has every intention of finishing his 
project today. 


If you say that you have no intention of doing something, you mean 
that you are definitely not going to do it, as in: 


They say they've done nothing wrong and they have no 
intention of apologizing. 


interfere/meddle 

interfere in 

If you interfere in something you get involved in it and try to 
influence it or change it in some way although it's not really your 
business, and other people do not want you to get involved, as in: 


The new owner promised that he would not interfere in 
the day-to-day running of the business. 
The expression meddle in means much the same, as in: 


The old lady resents the fact that her son tries to 
meddle in her financial affairs. 


interfere with 
If something interferes with something it prevents it from happening 
successfully or as planned, as in: 


It looks as though the weather is going to interfere with 
our planned barbecue. 


The bad weather interfered with their plans. 


involved 
involved in 


If you are involved in something you take part in it, often very 
actively, or are connected with it, as in: 


Police suspect that he was involved in the robbery. 


My son is very involved in sport at school. 


involved with 
If you are involved with something it means that you take part in it, 
often very actively, as in: 


She is involved with the local church. 


If you are involved with someone it can mean that you are working 
with them or spending time with them, or that you are connected with 
them in some way, as in: 


They've been involved with each other in business 
before. 


He feels that he wants to be more involved with his 
children. 


However, it can also mean that you are having a romantic 
relationship with someone, as in: 


We think she's involved with a man from her work. 


irrespective of/regardless of 
Irrespective of means ‘having no effect on a situation’ or ‘having no 
importance or relevance’, as in: 


The competition is open to all local artists, irrespective 
of age. 


Irrespective of means much the same as regardless of, as in: 


Our aim is for all students with suitable academic 
qualifications to get a university education, regardless of 
their financial situation. 


lack of 
If there is a lack of something there is either not enough of it or a 
complete absence of it, as in: 


Because of a lack of funds, we have no option but to 
close the youth club. 


lean on 
Lean on has several meanings. Literally it means to rest on 
something or someone for support, as in: 

She leant on her son's arm as they walked slowly up the 

road. 
Lean on can also mean to rely or depend on someone for support, 
as in: 

She's a single mother with three young children and she 

leans quite heavily on her parents. 


Lean on also has a more sinister side and can mean to try to 
influence or persuade someone by threatening them in some way, as 
in: 


The blackmailer leant even harder on his victim in the 
hope of getting more money. 


liable 


liable for 
If you are liable for something then you are legally responsible for 
something or for the cost of something, as in: 


He doesn't earn enough to be liable for income tax. 


If you take the matter to court and lose you may be held 
liable for their costs as well as your own. 


liable to 
If someone or something is liable to do something they are likely to 
do it, as in: 


She is liable to lose her temper rather badly if anyone 
disagrees with her. 
The kitchen door is liable to slam shut if there's a wind 
blowing. 
If you are liable to something you are likely to be affected by it, as 
in: 
He is liable to be a bit impulsive sometimes. 


limit to see restrict to 


loyal to/disloyal to 
If you are loyal to someone or something you are faithful to them 
and always give them your support, as in: 


Some of the soldiers remained loyal to their leader after 
the mutiny. 
The opposite of loyal to is disloyal to, as in: 


The soldier was accused of being disloyal to his 
regiment. 


masquerade as 
If you masquerade as someone you pretend to be that person, as 
in: 

The thief masqueraded as a security officer in order to 

gain admittance to the bank. 


meddle in see interfere in 


meet with 
If you meet with something it happens to you or you experience it, 
as in: 


The climber met with a terrible accident and is badly 
injured. 


You can expect your wind farm proposal to meet with a 

lot of local opposition. 
There is a modern tendency, especially in business circles, to use 
meet with where meet is perfectly adequate, as in: 


We plan to meet with their 
representatives next week. 


merge 

merge into 

If one thing merges into another the difference between them 
gradually fades and it's difficult to separate them, as in: 


The grey clouds merged into the grey sea and it was 
difficult to See the horizon. 


merge with 


If a firm should merge with another the two firms join together and 
form a single firm, as in: 


Our small PR company is to merge with a large city firm. 


mindful of 
If you are mindful of something you remember about it and take it 
into consideration when you do something, as in: 


You must be mindful of your responsibilities as leader of 
a group of teenagers. 


Mindful of the dangers of sudden avalanches in the 
region, we decided to ski elsewhere. 


model on 
If you model yourself on someone you try to act like them because 
you admire them and want to be like them, as in: 


Many teenage girls try to model themselves on 
whatever female pop star is popular at the time. 


native to 
If an animal or plant is native to somewhere, that is where it exists 
naturally and its natural habitat is there, as in: 


These orchids are native to South America. 


The kangaroo is native to Australia. 


near to/close to 


If something is near to (see 1) something it is a very short distance 
away from it, as in: 

Their house is quite near to the village. 
Near to can also be used to mean that someone or something is 
almost in a particular state, as in: 


His wife was very near to giving birth when they arrived 
at the hospital. 


Close to can be used in both these meanings, as in: 


Our new flat is close to the city centre. 


The firm is close to bankruptcy. 


See also next to below. 


need 

in need of 

If you are in need of something you require it or it is necessary that 
you have it, as in: 


We are in need of extra funding to finish the project. 


need for 
If there is a need for something it is necessary or must be done, as 
in: 


There is an urgent need for fresh water in the refugee 
camp. 


There is no need for everyone to go. 


next to 
If something is next to something it is physically by its side, as in: 


The table was next to the bed. 


The houses were right next to each other. 
See also near to (see 1) opposite. 


object to 
If you object to something, you do not approve of it or you do not 
agree with it, as in: 


Local residents are sure to object to the new parking 
restrictions. 


A more formal way of saying this is raise objections to, as in: 


They have not yet raised any objections to the proposed 
new scheme. 


oblivious of/to 
Some people still object to the use of oblivious to, insisting that 
oblivious of is the only correct form. However, the use of oblivious 
to is increasing, partly because it is the preferred option in American 
English. It can no longer be regarded as wrong, although it still 
raises some objections. 

Both oblivious of and oblivious to originally meant 'no longer 
aware of or ‘forgetful of’, as in: 

Longing for a swim after the long hot drive, and 


oblivious of the warning she had received about strong 
currents, she plunged into the waves. 


Now both expressions are often used to mean 'simply unaware of 
something’, as in: 
Oblivious to the passage of time, she suddenly realized 


that darkness had fallen and she was still far from 
home. 


obsessed by/with 
If you are obsessed by someone or something you think or worry 
about them all the time, finding it difficult to think about anything else, 
as in: 

She's totally obsessed by her appearance and spends 

most of her salary on cosmetics and designer clothes. 


You can also use obsessed with in the same way, as in: 


He's obsessed with football and loves to watch his 
favourite team in action. 


opportunity for/to 
If you have the opportunity for something it is possible for you to 
get it or achieve it, as in: 


The company's owner saw the offer as an opportunity 
for expansion. 


The book group was an excellent opportunity for us all 
to meet old friends once a month. 


This can also be expressed using the opportunity to do something, 
as in: 


It was a once-in-a-lifetime opportunity to travel to other 
parts of the world. 


opposite of 
If something or someone is the opposite of something or someone 
else, they are completely different from each other in some way, as 
in: 

She is quiet and studious, quite the opposite of her fun- 

loving sister. 


opposed to 
If you are opposed to something then you strongly disapprove of it, 
as in: 

Many of the town's residents are opposed to the idea of 


a new out-of-town supermarket and they are launching 
a campaign against it. 


opt for 
If you opt for something you choose it rather than something else, 
as in: 


She was offered a place at Oxford, but she's opted for a 
university nearer home. 


owing to see because of (see 1) 


pleased 
pleased about 


If you are pleased about something you are happy about it, as in: 


Our daughter is getting married to a really nice man and 
my husband and | are very pleased about it. 


pleased with 
If you are pleased with something you like it and are satisfied with it, 
as in: 


She was very pleased with her Christmas present from 
her aunt. 


pleasure 
take pleasure in 
If you take pleasure in something you enjoy it, as in: 


He took pleasure in watching golf on the TV. 


pore over 
If you pore over something you look at it for a long time and read it 
carefully, as in: 


Three of us pored over the map but we couldn't find the 
village we were looking for. 


prefer to 
If you prefer something or someone to something or someone else, 
you like it better and would rather have it, as in: 


I prefer country life to life in the city, but | have to live in 
the city for the sake of my work. 


preferable to 
If something or someone is preferable to something or someone 
else they are considerably better, more suitable, etc, as in: 


From a health point of view fresh fruit is preferable to 
sweet desserts. 


To me train travel is preferable to air travel. 


present at see absent from 


prevent from 
If something prevents you from doing something it stops you from 
doing it, as in: 


Heavy traffic prevented us from getting there in time. 


prior to 
Prior to is a formal way of saying ‘before’, as in: 


Prior to his retirement he was chief executive of a large 
textile business. 


prohibit from 
If something or someone prohibits you from doing something you 
are not allowed to do it, as in: 


The new law prohibits people from smoking in here. 


Prohibit from is often used in the passive in formal contexts, as in: 


Members of the public are prohibited from touching any 
of the museum exhibits. 


protest 

protest against 

If you protest against something you say that you strongly disagree 
with and disapprove of something, often saying so publicly in 
company with other people who have the same opinion, as in: 


A large crowd gathered in the city's main square to 
protest against the proposed changes to the Human 
Rights Bill. 


protest at 
If you protest at something, you say that you strongly disagree with 
and disapprove of something, as in: 


Many people have protested at the government's 
handling of the economy. 


proud of 
If you are proud of someone you think that they have done 
something good and you admire them, as in: 


She is proud of her son for having done so well in his 
exams. 


If you are proud of something you are very pleased to have it or 
have done it, as in: 


He's very proud of his new car and he polishes it every 
weekend. 


He's very proud of getting a place in the school football 
team. 


provide for 
If you provide for someone you give them the things, such as food 
and clothing, that they need to live on, as in: 


She works hard in order to be able to provide for her 
children. 


react to 
If you react to something you behave in a particular way as a result 
of it, as in: 


She reacted with great joy to the news that her daughter 
had given birth to a little girl. 


How do you think the stock market will react to the news 
that unemployment is rising? 


The noun from react is reaction. If you have a reaction to 
something it affects you in some way, as in: 


She had a very bad reaction to the antibiotics which 
they gave her. 


recover from 
If you recover from an illness or a bad or unpleasant situation you 
get well again or return to your previous state, as in: 


She took a long time to recover from a nasty virus. 


Do you think the economy will ever recover completely 
from this recession? 


refer to 
If you refer to someone or something you mention or speak about 
them, as in: 


She's clearly very fond of her grandfather and 
constantly refers to him in her conversation with others. 


reflect on/upon 
If you reflect on something you think about it very carefully and 
deeply, as in: 


Unsure what to do after finishing school, he reflected on 
all his options. 


Reflect upon is a slightly more formal version of this. 


refrain from 
If you refrain from doing something you do not let yourself do it 
even though you may want to, as in: 


Please refrain from eating or drinking in the library. 


For my wife's sake | refrained from telling my sister-in- 
law exactly what | thought of her behaviour. 


Refrain from is used in quite formal contexts. 


regardless of see irrespective of 


rely on/upon 
If you rely on someone or something you need their support in order 
to survive, be successful, etc, as in: 


She relied on her parents’ generous financial support 
while she was a young actress struggling to get parts. 


The country can no longer rely on tourism alone to 
ensure its future. 


Rely upon is a slightly more formal version of this. 


remind of 

If someone or something reminds you of someone or something, 
they make you remember or think of that person or thing because 
they are similar in some way, as in: 


She reminds me very much of her mother at that age, 
both in temperament and looks. 


renege on 
If you renege on a promise or an agreement, you do not do what 
you promised or agreed to do, as in: 


We had plans to work with a local company on building 
fishing boats, but they have reneged on the agreement 
and left us without a business partner. 


resistant to 
If something is resistant to something it is not affected or damaged 
by it, as in: 


Fortunately these trees seem to be resistant to the 
disease which is decimating some of our forests. 


We need to use a metal that is resistant to rust. 


responsible 
responsible for 
If you are responsible for doing something it is your job or duty to 
get it done and you may be blamed if something goes wrong, as in: 
As the person responsible for company security, he may 
lose his job for allowing unauthorized visitors into the 
building. 
If you are responsible for someone it is your job to look after them 
or take care of them and you may be blamed if something goes 
wrong, as in: 


Each nursery assistant is responsible for four children. 


Responsible for also means causing something, as in: 


Smoking cigarettes is responsible for a lot of deaths 
from lung cancer. 


responsible to 

If you are responsible to someone they have a more senior position 
than you in an organization and you report to them and may have to 
explain to them why you have acted in the way you did, as in: 


Ms Morrison is the new head of the sales department 
and you are all responsible to her. 


restrict to/limit to 


If you restrict the size, amount, extent, etc, of something to 
something, you do not allow anything larger, greater, etc, than that, 
as in: 


We restrict the number of people allowed in the hall to 
400. 


Membership is restricted to people over 60. 


He restricts the amount he eats each day, in an attempt 
to lose weight. 


Limit to is also used in this way, as in: 


They are going to limit the time each gym member can 
spend on the rowing machine to 20 minutes. 


result 
result from 
If something results from something it is caused by that, as in: 


Some of the damage results from the fire and some 
from the water used to put it out. 
result in 
If something results in something it causes that to happen, as in: 


The building of the factory resulted in a great many new 
jobs for the people in the surrounding area. 


retire from 

If you retire from something you stop doing something, often 
because you have reached a particular age or because you are ill, 
as in: 


He is nearly 70 and has decided that the time has come 
for him to retire from his post as chairman of the 
company. 


He decided to retire from professional football after 
injuring his leg very badly in the cup final. 


revert to 
If you revert to something you start doing something again that you 
used to do in the past, as in: 


After he came out of prison his behaviour improved for a 
time but he has now reverted to his old criminal ways. 


When her divorce is finalized she intends to revert to 
her maiden name. 


rich in 
If something is rich in something it contains a lot of it, as in: 


They eat a diet that is rich in calcium. 


The area is rich in history. 


rob of 
If you rob someone of something you steal something from 
someone or take something away from someone, as in: 


The thieves robbed the old man of his life savings. 


His injury on the track robbed the athlete of a gold 
medal. 


satisfied with 
If you are satisfied with something you are pleased with it and 
cannot find fault with it, as in: 


| am quite satisfied with the new arrangements. 


sceptical 
If you are sceptical about something you have doubts about 
whether it is true or whether it is likely to happen, as in: 


| am sceptical about her account of the accident 
because she is the wife of one of the drivers. 


He says that he is very sceptical about our chances of 
winning. 


Sceptical of means the same as sceptical about, as in: 


We are sceptical of her claim that she is related to the 
dead man. 


Her parents are sceptical of her insistence that she 
studies every single day. 


sensitive to 
If you are sensitive to someone else's feelings, needs, etc, you are 
aware of them and are able to understand them, as in: 


He is sensitive to the family's grief, especially since it is 
not long since his own father died. 


If someone or something is sensitive to something they are easily 
affected or damaged by it, as in: 


The child is very sensitive to heat and comes out in a 
rash if she gets too hot. 


The student is very sensitive to any form of criticism and 
needs to learn not to over-react to constructive critisicm. 


separate from 
If you separate something or someone from something or someone, 
you divide them into two parts or sections, as in: 


The meringue recipe says that | must separate the egg 
whites from the egg yolks. 


It was school policy to separate the girls from the boys 

for most sporting activities. 
If something separates something from something else, it is 
between them so that they are not right next to each other, as in: 


A large hedge separates our garden from out next-door 
neighbour's garden and gives us each some privacy. 


share 
share out 
If you share something out you divide it between two or more 
people, as in: 
The birthday cake was shared out amongst all the 
guests at the party. 
share with 
If you share something with someone you have it or use it together 
with another person or other people, as in: 


He has to share a locker with one of the other students 
as there are not enough lockers. 


She shares a flat with three girls that she was at school 
with. 


sick of 
If you are sick of someone or something they bore you or they have 
been irritating you for some time and you are tired of them, as in: 


| think we’re both sick of all the talent shows on TV. 


My neighbour is always interrupting me when I’m busy 
and I’m sick of it. 


Sick of is used in informal contexts. 


similar to/similarity between 
If something is similar to something it is like that thing but not the 
same as it, as in: 


Their house is quite similar to ours. 
If you want to use the noun similarity to convey the same idea it is 
followed by between, as in: 


There is a similarity between our houses. 
Similarity can also be followed by to, as in: 


In that photograph she has a striking similarity to her 
grandmother. 


smell of 


If something smells of something it has the smell or odour of that 
thing, as in: 


The room smells of flowers fresh from the garden. 


He smells of stale sweat. Someone should tell him to 
use a deodorant. 


sorry 
sorry about 
If you are sorry about something, you feel sad and ashamed about 
it, as in: 
| am sorry about my behaviour the other day. 
You can also use sorry for in this context, as in: 


She's sorry for being late, but the traffic was very heavy 
because of an accident on the motorway. 


sorry for 
If you are sorry for someone you feel pity or sympathy for them, as 
in: 


She feels really sorry for homeless people and tries to 
help by working as a volunteer at the local homeless 
shelter. 


See sorry about above. 


strive for 
If you strive for something you try very hard to get it, as in: 


She strives for perfection, but is rarely successful. 


subject to 

Subject (with the stress on the first syllable) to has various 
meanings. If someone or something is subject to something bad or 
unpleasant, they are likely to be affected by it, as in: 


Both brothers are subject to occasional epileptic fits. 


They have just announced that most train schedules are 
subject to delay or cancellation because of the heavy 
Snow. 
If something is subject to something happening, it depends on that 
thing happening for it to take place, as in: 


| have been informed that the construction of a new 
hotel on the outskirts of town is subject to planning 
permission. 
If something is subject to a law, rule, etc, it must obey that law, rule, 
etc, as in: 


Working conditions for part-time employees are now 
subject to new regulations. 


Subject to can also be a verb which means ‘to make someone 
experience something unpleasant, as in: 


We were subjected to noise night and day from the 
building site next to our hotel. 


In the case of the verb to subject, the stress is on the second 
syllable. 


substitute for 
If something is a substitute for something else it is used instead of 
it, as in: 


She uses an artificial sweetener as a substitute for 
sugar as part of her weight-loss plan. 


If someone is a substitute for someone else they do the job that 
that person usually does, as in: 


He is playing today as a substitute for the injured 
goalkeeper. 


succeed in 
If you succeed in doing something, you do or achieve what you set 
out to do, as in: 


He succeeded in passing all his exams. 


suffer from 
If you suffer from something you are usually affected by something 
unpleasant such as disease, pain, etc, as in: 


She has been in a serious road accident and is suffering 
from internal injuries. 


The country is still suffering from the effects of the 
recession. 


superior to See inferior to 


susceptible to 
If you are susceptible to something you are very likely to be 
affected or influenced by it, as in: 


These plants are particularly susceptible to disease. 


The child is susceptible to chest infections. 


suspicious of 
If you are suspicious of someone, you do not trust them and think 
that they may have done something wrong, as in: 


Anne's new boyfriend never says much about himself 
and I’m rather suspicious of him. 


If you are suspicious of something you think that it may be 
dishonest, illegal, etc, although you do not have any proof, as in: 


The policeman was suspicious of the car driver’s 
explanation and he wondered if the car was a stolen 
Car. 


sympathize with 
If you sympathize with someone you feel sorry for them and 
understand the problems they have, as in: 


| can sympathize with the people looking for work 
because I’ve been unemployed several times in my life. 


tamper with 
If you tamper with something you make changes to it without being 
asked to, often with the intention of deliberately damaging it, as in: 


His rival tampered with his car engine and caused him 
to crash. 


tendency to 


If someone or something has a tendency to do something they are 
likely to do it, as in: 


Because of the increase in unemployment in the country 
people now have a tendency to stay in the jobs they 
have, rather than try to move on. 


She has a tendency to get hyperactive after eating 
sweets. 


think 

think over 

If you think something over you consider it very carefully before 
reaching a decision, as in: 


They have offered him the job, but he has asked for 
some time to think it over before he decides whether to 
accept their offer or not. 


think through 
If you think something through you think about a possible course of 
action very carefully, considering all the things that might happen, as 
in: 

I wasn't surprised their plan failed, because it was 

obvious that they simply hadn't thought it through. 
think up 
If you think something up you create it in your mind, often 
something inventive or imaginative, as in: 


One of the prisoners of war thought up a clever escape 
plan that proved successful. 


together with 


Together with can mean in addition to something else, as in: 


You need to produce your passport together with your 
birth certificate. 


Together with can also be used to refer to someone who is also 
involved in something, as in: 


Jim, together with Tom, climbed to the very summit of 
the mountain. 


true to 
If you are true to someone or something you remain loyal to them 
and continue to give them your support, whatever happens, as in: 


Even after several serious defeats on the battlefield the 
troops remained true to their leader. 


If you are true to your word or promise, you act or behave as you 
promised to do, as in: 


She was true to her word and repaid the money | lent 
her by the end of the month. 


unaware of see aware of (see 1) 
unconscious of see aware of (see 2) 
used to see accustomed to (see 1) 


wait 
wait for 


If you wait for someone or something you stay where you are until 
they arrive, as in: 


lm outside the cinema waiting for my son, but he's a bit 
late. 


We're waiting for the bus. 


If you wait for something to happen you are expecting it to happen, 
as in: 


He is waiting for a flat to become vacant. 


See wait on below. 


wait on 
If you wait on someone you bring food and drink to them at their 
table, especially in a restaurant, as in: 


The young woman who waited on us in the restaurant 
was very polite. 


Wait on is sometimes used to mean ‘to look after someone's needs’, 
as in: 

My aunt has come to visit us and she expects us all to 

wait on her, even though we are all very busy. 
Wait on is also used informally in British English to mean wait for, 
as in: 


We are waiting on Jack to finish work. 


Many people disapprove of this last use and it should not be used in 
formal contexts. 


s 
PHRASAL VERBS 


Prepositions can also cause problems when they are part of phrasal 
verbs but they are not the only culprits in this respect. A phrasal verb 
is a verb which can be combined with an adverb, with a preposition 
or with an adverb plus a preposition. 

Examples of sentences containing the verb + adverb combination 
include: 


When the policeman saw the thief he ran away. 


She felt dizzy and suddenly fell down. 


Examples of sentences containing the verb + preposition 
combination include: 


The children ran through the dark wood as fast as they 
could. 


He dived into the deepest part of the pool. 


Examples of sentences containing the verb + adverb + preposition 
combination include: 


The party's tonight and l've decided to go along with 
Sue. 


Mark's gone off with Jane on a camping holiday. 


Many features of English cause problems to both native speakers of 
English and learners of the language as a second or foreign 
language. However, this is not the case with phrasal verbs. Learners 
of English find these much more problematic than native speakers 
do. 

Why should this be? Well, there is an element of intuition about 
language as far as your native language is concerned, and some of 
what a native speaker knows about phrasal verbs might be put down 
to that. Then there is the fact that the native speaker, to a large 
extent, automatically learns how to use language from listening to 
other people speaking, and later from reading. Somewhere along the 
way to school and during the educational process something will 
have been learnt about phrasal verbs. 

Of course young native speakers may be completely unaware that 
they have this knowledge about the use of phrasal verbs. That is 
because they probably have no idea what a phrasal verb is. It is not 
a subject that crops up very often in the English language classes of 
native speakers. Quite a few of you who are currently reading this 
may be completely in the dark about the subject. 

So what is a phrasal verb? Native speakers might not want to 
know. Perhaps they would rather ignore problems that they have so 
far not given a thought to because they have simply been doing what 
comes naturally. Meanwhile learners of English will most likely 
groan. Phrasal verbs to them are well-known troublemakers. 

There are native speakers who feel passionately about the 
English language. Many of them do not like change and they want to 
preserve the language as it is. Unfortunately for them, language 


does not work like that. Society changes and language has to reflect 
these changes. 


PHRASAL OR SINGLE VERB? 


Some of the language preservationists dislike the growing tendency 
to use a phrasal verb where a single verb will do. For example, for a 
long time people were content to use the verb meet on its own. This 
was true of informal contexts, as in: 


lm meeting Rebecca for lunch tomorrow. 


But it was also true of more formal contexts, as in: 


The board of directors plan to meet their management 
staff next week. 


In recent years, however, people have begun to use the phrasal verb 
meet with instead of just the verb meet informally as with 


lm meeting with Rebecca for lunch tomorrow. 


and more especially in formal contexts 


The board of directors plan to meet with their 
management staff next week. 


British English has acquired this habit from American English and 
objectors to it say that the use of meet with is completely 
unnecessary and pretentious. Nevertheless, the verb meet with 
seems to be here to stay, at least in formal contexts. 

This use is also spreading to other verbs. For example, some 
people are no longer content to consult a professional about 


something. They prefer to consult with a professional, as in: 


He thinks that he has been dismissed unfairly and he 
has been advised to consult with his lawyer. 


Again, objections have been raised to this, on the same grounds as 
those to meet with, but they will not do any good. Trying to hold 
back changes to the language is a complete waste of time. Whatever 
anyone does, such changes will happen. 


FIGURATIVE OR LITERAL MEANING? 


One of the difficulties with phrasal verbs is that they frequently do not 
mean what they seem to be saying. You can know perfectly well the 
meaning of the individual words that make up the phrase, and yet be 
unable to understand the meaning of the phrase. As is the case with 
many idioms, many phrasal verbs are used figuratively and it is often 
not easy to deduce this figurative meaning from the literal meaning 
of the words making up the phrase. 

Some figurative meanings of phrasal verbs are more difficult to 
deduce than others. Some are quite easy. 

For example, in the sentence 


The children will come through that door very soon. 


the phrasal verb come through means just what it says, that the 
children will exit from the door soon. 
However, in the sentence 


It was a miracle that so many soldiers came through the 
war alive. 


the phrasal verb came through is not used exactly literally in that 
sentence, but is used in a way that is only a short step from the 
literal meaning. The sentence is referring to soldiers who survived a 
war. 

The sentence 


He got over the fence with difficulty and hoped there 
were no guard dogs around. 


obviously refers to someone literally climbing over a fence to get to 
the other side. 
The sentence 


He never got over his fiancée’s death and remained 
unmarried all his life. 


refers to someone who has never recovered from something bad 
that has happened. Again, the phrasal verb is not being used exactly 
literally, but it is close enough to the literal meaning to be easily 
deducible in context. 

There are a great many examples of phrasal verbs of this kind — 
not quite literal in meaning but fairly easy to understand in context. 
Some are a step forward in difficulty from the two phrasal verbs 
mentioned above, but still relatively easily deducible, and they 
certainly do not usually cause any problems to native speakers. 

These include look down on and look up to. The phrase look 
down means that you literally lower your eyes in order to See what 
is below you. Similarly, the phrase look up means that you literally 
raise your eyes in order to See what is above you. 

There is a bit more to their literal meanings when you add the 
prepositions on and to respectively. The phrasal verb look down on 


means that you think that someone is much less important than you 
are and so is inferior to you, as in: 


She looks down on students whose fathers work in the 
local factory. 


The phrasal verb look up to means that you respect and admire 
someone as though they were much more important or better than 
yOU, as in: 


He is a well-known artist as well as being a teacher and 
many of the students look up to him. 


The phrasal verb look forward means literally that you are looking 
at what is straight in front of you. If you add to fo the phrase, as in 
look forward to, you are pleased or excited about something that 
you expect to happen sometime soon, as in: 


The little girl is really looking forward to her friend's 
birthday party. 


The literal meaning of the phrasal verb look through should present 
no difficulties, as in: 


We looked through the window at the rain. 


While its figurative meaning as applied to newspapers, reports, etc, 
is fairly obvious from the context, as in: 


| have to look through the report before the meeting. 


When used of something that is done to people, however, things 
become more complicated. If you look through someone you look 


at them as though you have not noticed them, often because you are 
deliberately ignoring them because you are angry with them, as in: 


As she came towards me | was about to speak to her 
but she looked right through me and walked on. 


Learners can be easily confused when the meaning of a phrasal 
verb seems quite easy to understand and then turns out not be. 
There may be an unexpected overtone or nuance that changes the 
meaning quite considerably. Take the sentence which was 
mentioned above as an example of a phrasal verb: 


Mark’s gone off with Jane on a camping holiday. 


Now we know nothing whatsoever about Mark and Jane or their 
relationship, and we do not need to know. All we are told is that they 
have gone on a camping holiday together. 

On the other hand, if the sentence is 


Mark’s gone off with Jim’s wife. 


then we have grounds for some suspicion, and if the sentence then 
becomes 


Mark’s run off with Jim’s wife. 


then our suspicion appears to be well-founded. It would seem that 
Mark and Jim’s wife have been having a relationship and they have 
decided to live together. It is amazing what you can learn from a little 
phrasal verb! 


POSITION OF THE OBJECT 


There is another problem that crops up with reference to phrasal 
verbs. Some phrasal verbs are intransitive and so do not take an 
object. Many of them, however, are transitive and do take an object. 
Therein lies the problem. 

There is some variation in the position of this object. If the object 
is a noun or a short noun phrase it can sometimes be placed after 
the second word of the phrasal verb, as in: 


She is putting away the dishes in the cupboard. 


The boxer knocked out his opponent in the first round. 


On the other hand, the noun or short noun phrase can sometimes be 
placed after the first word and before the second word of the phrasal 
verb, as in: 


The mayor is handing trophies over to the winners now. 


She is putting the dishes away in the cupboard. 


In all the relevant sentences the object is in bold. 

How do you decide where to put the noun or noun phrase? It is 
often a matter of taste or a matter of which form you think sounds 
better. Sometimes which sounds best depends on the length of the 
noun phrase. 

When the object is a pronoun it usually precedes the second word 
of the phrasal verb, as in: 


The ornament was broken into many pieces when the 
child knocked it over. 


The left-over food will taste all right if you warm it up. 


COMPLEX PHRASAL VERBS 


A small selection follows of fairly complex phrasal verbs which have 
been formed from common verbs. There are many, many more, but 
this selection will show you phrasal verbs in action, so to speak. 
Most of these phrasal verbs have meanings which are more than just 
the sum of their parts. In other words, you cannot deduce their 
overall meaning just from knowing the meaning of the individual 
words. They are thus likely to be useful to native speakers of English 
as well as to learners. 


PHRASAL VERBS IN ACTION 


come 

come down on 

If you come down on someone or something you criticize or punish 
them for something they have done, as in: 


The new head teacher said that she will come down 
heavily on bullies. 
come down with 


If you come down with a disease or an infection you develop or 
begin to have it, as in: 


| feel as though I am coming down with flu. 


come up with 
If you come up with an idea, plan, etc, you think of it, often having 
thought about it for a considerable time, as in: 


They have finally come up with sufficient funding to pay 
for the project. 


cut 

cut back on 

If you cut back on something you reduce the extent of it, often 
because you cannot afford to spend so much money on it, as in: 


The government are planning to cut back on defence 
expenditure. 
cut down on 
If you cut down on something you try to reduce the amount of it that 
you use or to reduce the number of times you do it, as in: 


She hasn't give up smoking although she's cut down on 
the number of cigarettes she gets through in a week. 


do 
do away with 
If you do away with something you get rid of it or abandon it, as in: 


They've introduced computerization and done away with 
old-fashioned production methods. 


The school did away with school uniform but brought it 
back again a few years later. 


Do away with can also be used informally to mean ‘to kill someone’, 
as in: 


She looked so angry that | thought she was going to do 
away with me! 


The gang leader disappeared over a year ago, and 
police think that members of a rival gang may have 
done away with him. 


do out of 
If you do someone out of something you stop them getting it or 
having it, sometimes dishonestly, as in: 


The workers went on strike because they said that their 
employers had done them out of a bonus. 


The schoolchildren felt that they had been done out of a 
day's holiday. 


get 

get along with 

If you get along with someone you find it easy to be with them and 
to enjoy their company, as in: 


Jill's boyfriend doesn't get along very well with her 
family. 


It's good that all the members of the team get along so 
well with each other. 


get away with 
If you get away with something you are not punished or scolded for 
doing it, as in: 


He gets away with being really naughty when he stays 
with his grandparents. 


get behind with 

If you get behind with something you are late or slow in doing it, 
and have not made as much progress as you should have done, as 
in: 


The landlord is angry because we're getting behind with 
the rent again. 


I’m going to work late at the office this evening as I’m 
getting behind with my paperwork. 


get down to 
If you get down to something you start doing it seriously and paying 
a lot of attention to it, as in: 


I’m going to get down to some revision right away as | 
have a big test tomorrow. 


We really must get down to thinking of ways to save 
money. 


get out of 
If you get out of something you avoid doing something which you do 
not want to do, as in: 


She’s offered to do the shopping to get out of helping 
with the housework. 


He’s been asked to speak at the meeting but he’s trying 
desperately to get out of it. 


get round to 

If you get round to doing something you do something that you 
have been intending to do for some time, or that you should have 
done before, but have been too busy or unwilling to do, as in: 


It was the day before Christmas Eve before | finally got 
round to writing some Christmas cards. 


He asked her to marry him several months ago, but he 
hasn't got round to buying her an engagement ring yet. 


get through to 
If you get through to someone by telephone you are able to contact 
them and speak to them, as in: 


Telephone reception isn't very good in that part of the 
world and | wasn't able to get through to my sister. 


The line was engaged at first but | soon got through to 
the hospital. 


However, you do not need always need a telephone in order to get 
through to someone. The phrase can also mean 'to succeed in 
getting someone to understand something, although this may be 
difficult', as in: 

He didn't seem to understand how dangerous the 


situation was, but I finally got through to him before it 
was too late. 


Please can someone get through to the students that 
these exams are important and they must get some 
studying done. 


get up to 
If you get up to something you do something bad or naughty, as in: 


Those kids are giggling behind the shed and l'm sure 
they're getting up to mischief. 


The police were sure that the youths standing on the 
street corner were planning to get up to something, but 
they didn't know what. 


Get up to is used in informal contexts. 


go 

go along with 

If you literally go along with someone you go with them to 
somewhere, as in: 


She wants me to go along to the party with her, but I’m 
not in the mood. 


I went along to the opening ceremony with my parents. 


If you go along with a ruling, decision, etc, you accept it and obey it, 
as in: 


Although he could have appealed against the court's 
ruling he decided to go along with it. 


If you go along with someone or with their idea, policy etc, you 
accept it or agree with it, as in: 


Most of the teachers go along with the head's proposals 
for changes to the school timetable. 


go back on 
If you go back on something, you do not do what you promised or 
agreed to do, as in: 


She's not very trustworthy so I’m not really surprised 
that she's gone back on her promise to help. 


go in for 
If you go in for a competition of some kind you take part in it, as in: 


I don't think he's fit enough to go in for the marathon 
race. 


They're both going in for the tennis club tournament. 


If you go in for a particular kind of work you make it your job or 
career, as in: 


She wanted to go in for medicine but her exam results 
were not good enough. 


His father wants him to go in for accountancy. 


go in with 
If you go in with someone you decide to become their business 
partner, as in: 


John's started a gardening business and Jack's decided 
to go in with him. 


go off 
If someone goes off someone or something it means they cease to 
like them or it, as in: 


My sister has gone off her best friend since they 
quarrelled. 


go off with 
If someone goes off with something they take something that 
belongs to someone else, usually without permission, as in: 


| showed him rather a valuable book and | later 
discovered that he had gone off with it. 


go through with 


If you go through with something you continue doing it until it has 
been completed or achieved, as in: 


He had threatened to quit university several times 
before, but none of his friends thought he would ever go 
through with it. 


The government's proposal to raise taxes was so 
unpopular that they did not go through with the scheme. 


hold 

hold out for 

If you hold out for someone or something you insist on waiting for 
what you want and refuse to accept anything less, as in: 


She said she was holding out for a tall, dark, handsome, 
wealthy man. 


He turned down several jobs after graduation because 
he said he was holding out for something interesting 
and well-paid. 


hold out on 
If you hold out on someone you refuse to tell them something or to 
give them something that they want, as in: 

He assured the police that he had no idea where his 

friend was but they were sure he was holding out on 

them. 


The phrasal verb hold out on is usually used in an informal context. 


keep 


keep in with 
If you keep in with someone you remain friendly with them, usually 
because this may help you to get something you want, as in: 


She only keeps in with Jim because he's got a car and 
gives her a lift to and from work every day. 


There's a rumour that Anne's going to be made head of 
department and everyone's keeping in with her as a 
result. 


keep on at 
If you keep on at someone you repeatedly ask or tell them 
something so that they get annoyed or upset, as in: 


Her father kept on at her about working harder at school 
until she lost her temper and stormed out of the house. 


The boy kept on at his mother about getting a mobile 
phone and fed up with his nagging she eventually 
agreed. 


keep out of 
If you keep out of something you avoid being involved in an 
unpleasant or difficult situation, as in: 


If the two sisters start arguing with each other, keep out 
of it or they'll both turn against you. 


If the boy doesn't keep out of trouble for the rest of the 
term he'll be asked to leave. 


keep up with 
If you keep up with someone you stay in contact with them, as in: 


Over the years she's kept up with one or two of her 
school friends and they like to meet for coffee 
occasionally. 


We promised to keep up with each other after we left 
university, but we've lost contact. 


make 

make off with/make away with 

If you make off with something you steal something and take it 
away, as in: 


He had foolishly left the keys in the ignition and a thief 
made off with his car. 


The dog leapt onto the table and made off with the 
remains of the roast beef. 


Make away with means the same as make off with, as in: 


Someone's made away with my wallet. 


make up to 

If you make up to someone you flatter them and say pleasant things 
to them so that they will give you something, or do something, that 
you want, as in: 


She's usually horrible to her brother, but she's making 
up to him tonight because she wants to borrow his car. 


The politician is going round the town making up to 
everyone he meets because he wants their vote at the 
next election. 


make up for 
If you make up for something you do something that tries to put 
right a bad situation, as in: 


He bought his mother a beautiful, expensive new vase 
to make up for breaking her favourite one. 


Her father promised to take her to See a film during the 
week to make up for having to cancel their trip to the 
cinema at the weekend. 


pull out of 
If you pull out of something you get out of a difficult or dangerous 
situation, as in: 


We're pulling out of the market because it's no longer 
profitable. 


The territory is too dangerous and our army is pulling 
out. 


put 

put down to 

If you put something down to something you think or say that 
something is caused by something, as in: 


She put her good mood down to the lovely weather. 


The firm put the slump in their profits down to the 
recession. 


put in for 


If you put in for something you apply for it, as in: 


There's a more senior job coming up soon and I’m 
putting in for it. 


She's putting in for extended maternity leave. 


put up to 
If you put someone up to something you encourage them to do 
something foolish, dangerous or wrong, as in: 


Her friends put her up to stealing a packet of sweets 
from the shop. 


His brother put him up to climbing on the roof and he fell 
off. 


put up with 

If you put up with something or someone you accept an unpleasant 
situation or person without complaining or tolerate someone or 
something, as in: 


She said that she had put up with her unreasonable 
boss as long as she could. 


They moved house because they couldn't put up with 
their noisy neighbours any longer. 


stand 

stand out against 

If you stand out against something you go on strongly opposing it, 
as in: 


The other political parties are standing out against the 
spending cuts proposed by the government. 


stand out for 
See hold out for under hold. 


stand up for 
If you stand up for someone or something you defend or support 
them when they are under an attack of some kind, as in: 


The new regime is very harsh and we all need to stand 
up for our basic human rights. 


Weaker, younger pupils who cannot stand up for 
themselves are protected from bullying by older, 
stronger pupils. 


stand up to 
If you stand up to someone you refuse to be bullied by them and 
are able to resist their attacks or demands, as in: 


He did his best to stand up to the bully but it was not 
easy. 


Although it is a small country, its inhabitants stand up to 
the continual attacks of its powerful neighbour. 


take 

take up on 

If you take someone up on something you accept an offer or a 
suggestion that they have made to you, as in: 


Fil take you up on your offer of a lift home, if that's all 
right? 


I’m busy tonight but I'll take you up on your suggestion 
of dinner some time soon. 


take up with 

If you take up with someone you start being friendly with them and 
spending quite a lot of time with them, or you start a romantic 
relationship with them, as in: 


Their son's taken up with some kids that have been in 
trouble with the police. 


We hear that Kate's taken up with a boy in her class. 


walk 

walk away from 

If you literally walk away from someone or something you just move 
away from them by walking. If you figuratively walk away from a 
situation you do not try to deal with it but leave it or ignore it, as in: 


Her wealthy brother could have helped her with her 
failing business, but he chose to walk away from it all 
and left her to cope alone. 


After their last quarrel he felt that their friendship was at 
an end and the time had come to walk away from it. 


walk in on 

If you walk in on someone you enter somewhere unexpectedly and 
See them, or several people, doing something private or secret 
which may embarrass you or them, as in: 


| walked in on my aunt when she was in the shower. 


She walked in on her parents when they were in a 
passionate embrace. 


walk off with 
If you walk off with something you win something, such as a trophy, 


very easily, as in: 


There was no one in the tournament who was anywhere 
near her standard and she walked off with the 
championship trophy. 


They were easily the most talented pop group in the 
competition and walked off with first prize. 
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DISPOSING OF 
DISCRIMINATION 


DESEXING THE LANGUAGE 


There are various reasons for language change. A major influence 
on the English language was the escalation, from the 1960s on, of a 
movement which was not primarily aimed at language, but which 
was to give rise to enormous changes in it. This was the women's 
movement, and its purpose was to improve the social and economic 
status of women in society, and give women the same rights as men. 

Some progress had been made when women in Britain had finally 
been allowed to vote in elections to parliament after a hard-fought 
campaign by the suffragettes, but that was only the first step. During 
the two World Wars, especially the second of these, many women 
had worked outside the home for the first time. In many cases they 
were doing jobs, such as driving ambulances and working in 
factories, that men had formerly done. 

When these men came back from the war they found that their 
women had tasted independence and did not want to return to the 
kitchen and the nursery for the rest of their lives. They wanted to 


work outside the home and, in time, they wanted the same rate of 
pay and the same employment rights as men doing the same job. 


FEMINIST ADDITIONS TO THE LANGUAGE 

It was a long and slow process, and the fight is not over yet. Some 
people feel there is still a so-called glass ceiling, a term used to 
describe the invisible barrier that prevents women from achieving 
their full, senior potential in the workplace. Glass ceiling was one of 
the additions to the English language that the battle for equal rights 
for women brought with it, and there were others. 

Before the fight for equality there was a distinct male bias in the 
English language. If the sex of a person was not known, or not given, 
the person was assumed to be male. As women gained equality in 
society, calls were made for changes to the language to rectify this 
male bias and some changes have occurred. 

As well as glass ceiling, the language additions brought us male 
chauvinist, used to describe a man who is convinced of the 
inferiority of women and who is totally opposed to the idea of equal 
rights for women. Men who were particularly opposed to the idea 
and acted accordingly were described as male chauvinist pigs. It is 
odd how the poor pig seems to get an unfair deal in language! 

Of course, the struggle for equality brought us sex 
discrimination and sexism — the unfair treatment of people on 
account of their gender. On the positive side, the fight for equal rights 
for women and for other people who were discriminated against (of 
which more later) brought us not only equal opportunity, but also 
positive discrimination and affirmative action. 


The term positive discrimination was coined to describe the 
practice of giving a particular number of jobs, university places, etc, 
to people who were in the habit of being treated unfairly because of 
their gender, race, etc. Positive discrimination was the phrase 
favoured by the British. The American equivalent was affirmative 
action. Both expressions proved quite durable. | am not so sure 
about the actions that they described. 


REMOVING -MAN 

The contribution to the language made by the battle for women's 
rights was not just about additions to the vocabulary. The existing 
language was itself found to be just as sexist as many employers. 

Many compound nouns indicating some kind of job or position 
ended in —man, even though this job or position might easily be held 
by a woman. Fireman and policeman are cases in point, and they 
became fire fighter and police officer when sexism was removed. 
Foreman became supervisor or something similar. So far so good. 
These words managed to bring off a relatively smooth transition. 

The word chairman was not so lucky. Because it ended in -man 
it had to go, but what would it become? That was a difficult question 
and it was given some tricky answers. Part of the trouble was that 
there had always been a lot of female chairmen around. Not many 
of them had succeeded in smashing through the glass ceiling to 
become heads of companies, but many of them had been 
designated chairmen of societies and social organizations. 

Younger women in particular wanted to get shot of the —man 
element at all costs. A reasonably popular replacement choice was — 
person, but it was far from popular with everyone. Many people 


absolutely hated chairperson and said so. Bear in mind that, 
although there is always a degree of language change going on, the 
scale and the speed of change was not as great when chairman 
was trying to divest itself of its obvious masculinity. Many women, 
especially older women, said that, given the choice, they would 
rather be a chairman than a chairperson any day. 

One proposed alternative was chair. This also brought forth much 
protest. | heard one rather matronly woman declaim that she had no 
intention of becoming something neuter like a chair. She would 
rather be a chairman. 

Somehow the whole thing has calmed down, as things do in time. 
| do not think that there has ever been an across-the-board solution. 
Some people chairing a meeting or a social organization will be 
chairs and some will be chairpersons. Probably, some, whatever 
their gender, may still be chairmen. 

Of course the use of -man in compound nouns was not restricted 
to its association with chair. There were other words that fell into this 
category, words such as barman and spokesman, for example. A 
different fate has befallen these two. Although attempts have been 
made to impose barperson on pub-goers they have not been all that 
successful. Barman is still flourishing. More surprisingly, so is 
barmaid, which you would think would be regarded as sexist in the 
extreme. It has fought off not only barperson, but other attempts to 
replace it with words such as bar assistant and bar attendant. 

Spokesman, however, has not shown the same capacity for 
survival as barmaid. Spokesperson is one of a few —person words 
that do not automatically reduce people to fits of laughter. The word 
has become quite common when the gender of the person speaking 


on behalf of an organization is not known. Obviously, if the gender of 
that person is known then the correct gender can be assigned and 
we could end up with a spokesman or a spokeswoman. This 
should be acceptable to all although that is not always the case. It is 
no surprise that many organizations tend to duck this issue and go 
for the word representative instead. 

The proposed substitution of person for man was considered by 
many, at least at first, to be hilarious. As a result it gave rise to a 
great deal of exaggeration and satire. People would find amusement 
in substituting person for man in words such as manhole. Others 
with no thought of humour attempted to get rid of the word manhole 
by substituting sewer access hole or utility access hole. 
Fortunately most of us do not have much call to refer to manholes, 
unless we trip over one or, worse, fall down one. In such cases we 
are probably not overly concerned with what they are called. 


IS MANKIND NO MORE? 

We are not yet finished with the word man. Man was also formerly 
used universally to refer to human beings as a group or to human 
beings from a particular period of history, as in: 


Man has destroyed the habitats of many animals. 


Early man lived in caves and wore animal skins. 


Sometimes man in this sense was spelt with a capital letter, 
sometimes not, but it was not the spelling that caused the problem. It 
was the fact that its use ignored half the human race, the women. 
Some people continue to use man in this sense as though it were 
a generic word referring to any human being rather than to a 


member of the male sex. If you want to avoid this use you can often 
substitute humans or human beings or the human race, whichever 
seems the most appropriate in the context. Similarly, mankind can 
be avoided by the use of humankind, but do avoid using 
personkind or you will run the risk of being greeted by the same 
kind of hilarity that personhole gives rise to. 


PERSON 


The word person may often be used satirically when it is used as 
part of a compound word such as personhole, but it is a perfectly 
respectable word when used on its own. It plays a useful part in 
avoiding male bias in language. Formerly, someone seeking a new 
employee would very probably have spoken or written of the need to 
find ‘the right man for the job’. Nowadays the would-be employer 
would be much more likely to say or write ‘the right person for the 
job’. When more than one person is involved people should be used 
instead of men. 


-ESS 

The suffix -ess may not look like a particularly troublesome word but 
its appearance is deceptive. It has played a major part in the fight for 
equality of the sexes. 

Formerly, some words, such as author, poet, sculptor, whose 
gender is not obvious, unless the identity of the individual person is 
known, were automatically assumed to be masculine and they had 
feminine forms, authoress, poetess and sculptress. The call to 
stamp out sexism from language meant that these —ess forms were 


considered belittling to women and so were found to be 
unacceptable. 

The —ess was thus removed from these and some other words 
and they became the gender-free or neutral words, author, poet and 
sculptor. However, the English language is not always consistent — 
far from it. So we find that some feminine forms, such as waitress, 
are still in common use, while both actor and actress are commonly 
used for a female actor. 

Manageress is still sometimes used to refer to a woman who is in 
charge of a shop, but not to a woman who has climbed the company 
executive ladder to managerial level. The job of air hostess, once 
thought to be ultra-glamorous, is now known by the more mundane 
term of flight attendant, whether the person doing the job is a man 
or a woman. 

Alternatives to -ess such as -trix are also disappearing. As is the 
case with —ess, the former male term is now seen as the neutral 
term and the word proprietor can refer either to a male or female 
owner of a business. 


-ETTE 
If -ess was often, by this time, considered to be something of a 
despised suffix, how much more despised was the suffix —ette. It 
was belittling on two counts. Like —ess, it was used to form a female 
equivalent of a male word, but it was also used to refer to a 
diminutive or small form. 

Fortunately, there were never that many —ette words referring to 
women around. Probably the best known was usherette, a woman 
who showed you to your seat in a cinema or theatre. Nowadays, 


places which still have people showing patrons to their seats would 
probably refer to the male or female person doing the job as an 
usher. 

Female jockeys were sometimes called jockettes but, although 
there have long been a large number of female riders around, 
women jockeys have been few on the ground. The word jockette 
never really caught on before it was ruled out of order. 

The word hackette was, and is still, occasionally used to refer to 
a female journalist. Its use is usually satirical and women journalists 
sometimes use it humorously of themselves. 


LADY/WOMAN/FEMALE 
We are not yet finished with the influence of women on language, 
but this next issue has nothing to do with men. It is purely a female 
issue and one that sounds as though it belongs more to class than 
gender. It concerns the use of the words lady and woman (see 1, 2). 
Formerly the word lady was often used instead of woman 
because doing so was thought to be part of the code of polite 
behaviour. Many parents still encourage their children to refer to a 
woman as a lady. For example, a mother might say to her young 
Child in a bus: 


‘Sue, come and sit on my knee and give that lady your 
seat.’ 


Some older people might feel uncomfortable about using the word 
woman since they will have been taught not to do so. However, for 
the most part woman is now the accepted term and lady can be 
regarded as rather a condescending term. Thus cleaning lady is to 


be avoided and there is no need to use cleaning woman since 
cleaner will be absolutely fine. After all the person doing the 
cleaning might be a man! 

There are some employment words which, even before the sexual 
revolution, could refer to either men or women, although there were 
far more men than women in the roles. Such words include doctor 
and engineer. 

The term lady doctor was formerly quite commonly used to refer 
to a doctor who was a woman. This term is now old-fashioned and 
people who feel the need of consulting a doctor who is not a man 
probably quite happily refer to a woman doctor. Alternatively, it is 
perfectly all right to refer to a female doctor. 

People are not so likely to have to worry about the gender of an 
engineer. Formerly it was not a problem at all because there were 
very few female engineers, engineering not being considered a 
suitable career for a woman. Now engineers who are female can 
follow the example set by doctors and be referred to as a woman 
engineer or a female engineer. This will also apply to various other 
trades, professions, etc, as in: 


The company now employs quite a few female bus 
drivers. 


A similar problem can affect men if they take up a profession that 
was formerly restricted to women. For example, there are now more 
men taking up primary teaching but that has no linguistic problems. 
Like women, they are just teachers. But the same is not true of 
nurses. Formerly nurses were assumed to be women so when men 
started to take up nursing as a profession they became known as 
male nurses. 


FEMALE AS A NOUN 


As we have seen, female is perfectly acceptable as an adjective, but 
care must be taken if you are thinking of using it as a noun. It is fine 
to use it if you wish to refer to young people of the female sex who 
are too young to be described as women, as in: 


He is the only man in a house full of females — his wife, 
his mother and his three young daughters. 


It can also be used to contrast with male, as in: 


There are now twice the number of females as there are 
males in the club. 


It can be used of female animals without any protest. 
However, the use of female as a noun can be regarded as 
disrespectful or insulting, as in: 


Some interfering female has just told us that we can't 
park here. 


Who is the female wearing that dreadful hat? 


GIRL 


Girl is obviously quite acceptable if it is used to refer to someone of 
the female sex who is either a child or an adolescent, as in: 


The girls in the class have done better in the exam than 
the boys. 


When it is used of older people who are, in fact, women, the word 
girl can sometimes be regarded as patronizing or disrespectful when 
itis used by men. This is quite ironic as some men, particularly older 


men, think that they are being complimentary or courteous when 
using girl to refer to a woman who is quite obviously no longer as 
young as a girl, as in: 


What would you girls like to drink? 


The 'stamping out of sexism' campaign may well have passed such 
men by. 

It seems a bit unfair but it is quite all right for women who are no 
longer young to refer to their friends of a similar age as girls, as in: 


My mother says she can't come to dinner tomorrow 
night as she always has a night out with the girls on a 
Thursday. 


PARTNERS OR WHAT? 


Another issue which involved a social change connected with gender 
caused the language some problems along the way, although the 
final effect was not at all dramatic. Before the 1960s it was not 
considered respectable for members of the opposite sex to live 
together unless they were married. Attitudes to unmarried sex 
changed from the 1960s, partly, it must be said, because of the 
introduction of the contraceptive pill. From then on, more and more 
members of the opposite sex took to living together without taking 
any marriage vows. 

This involved a linguistic problem that people were much 
preoccupied with during the late 1970s and early 1980s. How do you 
introduce someone you are living with but who is not your husband 
or wife? Believe it or not, this was a question that many people, 
including several language experts, agonized over at the time. 


Spouse was obviously just as inappropriate as husband or wife, 
while calling someone by the legal term, cohabitee, is enough to 
have them begging for marriage. 

Boyfriend and girlfriend may have sounded a bit young in the 
particular circumstances and may even have suggested an 
unwanted degree of impermanence. Lover had the advantage of 
being able to be used to refer to both sexes, but it sounded rather 
racy and even illegal. We are talking here of respectable unmarried 
couples. 

Partner was suggested quite early on, but it was rejected on the 
grounds that it properly belonged in a business relationship. Some 
strange alternatives were put forward. One of these was significant 
other which some people stuck with. However, this term mostly went 
on to mean a person who was influential or supportive in one's life 
(rather than someone who shared your house and bed as well as 
your life). 

One of the strangest terms was POSSLQ, short for ‘persons of 
the opposite sex sharing living quarters’. It seems extraordinary that 
this was given serious consideration by quite sensible people. 
Fortunately it did not last. 

Someone uncovered the Scots word bidie-in, a word meaning ‘a 
live-in partner’ that was hitherto more or less restricted to the north- 
east of Scotland. For a time it enjoyed quite a lot of general attention 
in the British media, but this soon faded. It probably sounded far too 
homely and unsophisticated to be a real contender and it soon 
retreated back to its native heath. Live-in did not last very long 
either. 


| mention these words that did not catch on simply to show you 
what a narrow escape language sometimes has. In this case it all 
came right in the end and we were left with partner, the word that is 
now still most commonly used. Its close association with business 
seemed not to matter after all. A lot of angst and argument could 
have been prevented if people had just settled on this term in the 
first place! 

Vocabulary was not the only thing to change as the English 
language did its best to dispose of sexism — grammar, too, was 
affected (see sexism in Desexing grammar in Chapter 1). There 
can be no doubt that the movement to stamp out sexism in language 
achieved a great deal of success. 


POLITICAL CORRECTNESS 


To some extent, the movement to stamp out sexism got tangled up 
with the movement to impose political correctness (PC) on 
language, although the PC movement never did become the 
universal success that some people predicted. 

Perhaps this lack of success was not all that surprising. For a 
start, the movement faced a major basic problem. Many people did 
not know what it was all about and many still do not know. Its very 
name was and is a barrier to understanding it. The term political 
correctness sounds as though it should mean something like 'in 
accordance with current or acceptable political beliefs or policy’ and 
in fact it had a meaning of this kind in the 18th century. 

However, by the time modern political correctness came into play 
around the mid 1980s in America, later in Britain, the term had little 


to do with what ordinary people regard as the meaning of 'political'. 
Instead it referred to a movement aimed at minimizing causing 
offence to others, especially when this was based on race, gender, 
religion, disability, age, occupation, etc. This movement was not only 
aimed at language, but also at policy, behaviour and so on. 

As you will see, it sounds as though this movement was based on 
very good intentions. It was an excellent idea to try to protect people 
from discrimination and insult. Sadly, this idea was taken to such 
ridiculous extremes that the term political correctness came to be 
regarded as a pejorative term, rather than a force for good. 

It became something to poke fun at, rather than something to 
applaud and admire. If you mention the term political correctness, 
a great many people will come up with some humorous inventions 
based on the notion of political correctness. 

Many of these involve the addition of the word challenged, as in: 


chronologically challenged - old 
morally challenged = criminal 
follicularly challenged - bald. 


The more extreme and unusual these inventions are, the funnier 
they seem —or so the user of the word thinks. 

Of course political correctness had a serious purpose when it was 
introduced. It was intended to put a positive light on some kind of 
personal problem so that it did not seem to be as much of a 
disadvantage as might first appear. In its non-humorous sense it can 
be applied to someone who is disabled in the form physically 
challenged. Also, visually challenged is sometimes used to refer 
to people who are partially sighted or visually impaired. 


There were several other PC suggestions put forward to describe 
people who are disabled, but they simply point to another problem 
that political correctness encountered. This was the fact that the very 
people that the movement was trying to protect did not much like the 
words that were suggested. Perhaps they found them patronizing. 
Perhaps they preferred to face their problems head on rather than 
pussyfoot around them. Whatever the reason, some expressions 
that were meant to put a positive light on a disability, such as 
differently abled, otherly abled, otherwise abled and uniquely 
abled, never really caught on. 


REMOVING OFFENSIVE TERMS 

The aim of political correctness was to avoid words and phrases that 
might be regarded as offensive to a particular section of society and 
it is a pity that it all went horribly wrong. However, the process of 
trying to avoid offensive words and phrases had been started long 
before the launch of the PC movement and it has had some 
success, particularly when related to race and nationality. Most 
dictionaries now, if they include such words at all, clearly indicate 
that they are considered to be offensive. 

Some alterations to the language in this area involve a change of 
the name traditionally given to a particular group of people. For 
example, the indigenous people of the Arctic are now mostly known 
by the name Inuit, rather than by the name Eskimo, meaning 'eater 
of raw flesh'. The term Inuit is preferred by many of the people 
themselves, although the word Eskimo is still used. 

There has also been a change of name for the people whose 
ancestors inhabited America before the arrival of Europeans. lt 


seems unbelievable now, but, until fairly recently, these people were 
offensively and quite commonly known as Red Indians. This then 
became either Indians or American Indians and now the preferred 
term is Native Americans or Native North Americans. 


THE COLOUR OF YOUR SKIN 

The colour of a person's skin has caused many problems in 
language. Opinions as to what is an acceptable term for a dark- 
skinned person have differed, have changed and have changed 
back again. If you have lived through these changes this makes it 
difficult to decide what will be considered acceptable and what might 
give offence. 

In the 1960s the word coloured, which grouped together 
everyone who was not white-skinned, was decreed to be offensive in 
Britain, but nowadays the term Coloured is used officially in South 
Africa to describe South Africans of mixed ethnic parentage or 
descent. 

Political correctness was more successful in North America than it 
was in Britain. So it is that the terms people of color (POCs) and 
women of color (WOCs) are commonly used in America by 
ordinary people as well as bureaucrats. 

Also in the 1960s, the term black, often spelt Black, became 
universally acceptable and was to be found in such expressions as 
black power. |t was also used as a noun to refer to a person. 
However, many Americans of African descent prefer the term 
African American. 


AGEISM 


There have been many changes in society as the decades have 
gone by. One of these changes involves the length of the average 
allotted lifespan. Because of major advances in medical diagnosis 
and treatment, a great many people are living longer than previous 
generations did. Many of them remain fit and lively until they are 
quite old, but they do not feel old and they do not like to be called 
old. Baby boomers, the many people born in the years just after the 
Second World War, have been used to getting their own way, largely 
because there are so many of them. If they did not want to be called 
old then they would be called something more appropriate, but 
what? 

Elderly is not much better than old, although it is considered to 
be more polite. Both words suggest that the person so described is a 
bit dated and might consider sitting by the fire knitting or reading a 
newspaper rather than going on a cruise. Perhaps older (attached to 
people) is the best option here. After all, practically everyone is older 
than someone else. Who can possibly object to the phrase older 
people? Almost certainly a good many can and will, but we shall 
move swiftly on. 

It is as well not to talk of the old. This lumps people together and 
suggests that individually they do not matter. The same is true of 
expressions such as the poor, the deaf and the blind. See Which 
word? in Chapter 8. 

For a while OAP was thought to be a suitable term for an older 
person. It might even have been regarded as an affectionate term, if 
you ignored the fact that it is an abbreviation for old age pensioner. 
Old age pensioner does not sound at all affectionate. Some 


language commentators have said that the expression is often used 
to suggest dependency on others, the feeling being that old age 
pensioners have somehow to be helped along by the rest of us. The 
baby boomers would not like that at all, even although many old age 
pensioners are reliant on the state benefit known as the old age 
pension. 

| am always puzzled when media presenters, as they are wont to 
do, talk of pensioners and then reveal that they are talking of people 
over 55 or 60, or sometimes even over 50. They have to be talking 
about people who are in the enviable position of having a private 
pension which they can take at these ages. Successive governments 
seem to try and increase the age at which the state pension is paid. 
Who knows where that will end? 

The Americans never did take to the term OAP, or, for that matter, 
its longer form old age pensioner. Instead, they opted for senior 
citizen. Unfortunately, | cannot help thinking of that in terms of the 
classroom and the playground, especially now that senior has 
gradually taken over from senior citizen in the States. Meanwhile, 
British English seems to be embracing senior citizen. 

| have a particular dislike of ultra-jolly people, compéres at 
concerts and the like, who describe older people as 80 or 90 (or so) 
years young. | am not too keen on the young of all ages either. 

In some cases, efforts to remove discrimination from language 
have been successful. However, in some ways by changing the 
language we are simply paying lip service to the removal of 
discrimination which unfortunately still flourishes in society to this 
day. 


ri 
VEXING VERBS 


The verb is usually the most important part of a sentence and so it is 
essential that you get it right. Now, there is nothing quite so off- 
putting as someone telling you right at the start of something that it 
can be very difficult. However, | feel that | have to do this on the 
subject of verbs. There is no point in lying to you. Verbs are hard 
work. They fulfil a number of functions in sentences, such as tense 
and mood, and all of these functions can give rise to problems. You 
have been warned! 

Some of you may have put a lot of hard work into verbs already 
but have forgotten some of what you have learnt, or you may have 
not quite grasped the information first time around. For you the 
comments that follow will act as a kind of refresher course or give 
you some more guidance through the jungle that is verbs. 

Hopefully, those of you who are still on the nursery slopes of verbs 
will also find them useful as a starting point. 


WHAT IS A VERB? 


In primary school some children are told that a verb is a ‘doing word’. 
To some extent this is true but it is not the full story. Verbs are ‘doing 


words' in the sense that they express action. In the following 
sentences the words walk and listen are both verbs: 


They always walk to school. 


Please listen carefully. 


However, verbs can also be said to be 'being' words, in that they 
indicate a condition or a state. In this situation they do not actually 
refer to an action, but simply act as a connection between the 
subject and the other parts of the sentence that relate to it. In the 
following sentences the words is and seems are both verbs: 


She is a very beautiful woman. 


He seems an honest man. 


| have indicated above that the functions of verbs can cause 
problems, but you do not get as far as that before you come across 
problems. The very forms of verbs can themselves cause 
headaches. The verbs that cause fewest problems in this respect are 
known as regular verbs because they follow a set, regular pattern — 
except when there are exceptions! 

In order to understand what this pattern involves, you need to 
know something about tenses. With reference to verbs, the word 
tense indicates the time at which an action takes place. If the action 
is taking place now the verb is in the present tense, as in: 


They live next door to us. 


We are making cakes. 


If the action has taken place in the past the verb is in the past tense, 
as in: 


The children played in the park yesterday. 
He once loved her. 


If the action referred to is likely to happen in the future the verb is in 
the future tense, as in: 


She will be very pleased to See you. 


You also need to know what a participle is or does. You probably 
know this already but you may need reminding. The past participle 
is used with parts of the verb have to form the perfect tense, also 
known as the present perfect tense, as in: 


They have bought a new house. 


She has taken her child to the doctor. 


In the first sentence bought is the past participle of the verb buy and 
in the second sentence taken is the past participle of the verb take. 

The past participle is also used to form the pluperfect tense, also 
known as the past perfect tense, as in: 


We had brought a packed lunch with us. 


He had hidden the jewels in a cave. 


In the first sentence brought is the past participle of the verb bring 
and in the second sentence hidden is the past participle of the verb 
hide. 

The present participle is formed by adding —ing to the infinitive 
or base form, as in walking. The present participle is used with parts 


of the verb be to form the present continuous tense, as in: 


We are walking to work. 


You are snoring. 


The infinitive or base form of a verb gives no indication of person, 
number or tense. The infinitive is often preceded by the word to, as 
in: 

She wanted to sing. 


They refused to go. 


REGULAR VERBS 


In regular verbs the ending —ed is added to the infinitive or base form 
of the verb in order to form the past tense and the past participle. 
Therefore worked is the past tense of the verb work. 

If the verb already ends in e then only —d is added. Therefore 
loved is the past tense of the verb love. 

When the infinitive or base form ends in —ch, -ss or —x, —ed is 
added, as in march/marched and toss/tossed. 

When the infinitive or base form ends in —y, the y changes to i 
before —ed is added, as in try/tried and marry/married. 

The present participle of regular verbs is formed by adding —ing to 
the infinitive or base form, as in laugh/laughing and walk/walking. 

If the base form ends in —e, the e is mostly dropped when the — 
ing is added, as in dare/daring and change/changing. 

Another feature of regular verbs is that the third person singular of 
their present tense is formed by adding -s to the infinitive or base 


form, as in: 


He plays football. 


It seems obvious. 


So far so good. All this seems fairly straightforward, but | have not 
yet mentioned spelling with reference to regular verbs and this can 
cause a few problems. Here are some rules that you need to know 
about. 


SPELLING RULES FOR REGULAR VERBS 


1 


To form the present tense when the infinitive or base form ends 
in-ch, -ss or -x, -es is added rather than just -s , as in 
march/marches and toss/tosses. When the base form ends in ~y, 
the y changes to i before the —es is added, as in try/tries and 
cry/cries. 

To form the present participle when the infinitive or base form 
ends in —e, the e is removed from the infinitive or base form 
before adding -ing, as manage/managing and 
rummage/rummaging. Note that ageing can also be correctly 
spelt aging. 

When a verb consists of one syllable and ends in a single 
consonant which is preceded by a single vowel, you double the 
consonant when adding —ed to form the past tense or past 
participle, or —ing to form the present participle, as with 
drop/dropped/dropping and  pat/patted/patting. This sounds 
complicated but | assure you that it does make sense if you read 
it enough times. 


4 (see 1, 2, 3) When a verb consists of more than one syllable and 


ends in a single consonant preceded by a single vowel, you 
double the consonant if the word is pronounced with the stress is 
on the last syllable to form the past tense or past participle and 
the present participle. Examples include refer/referred/referring 


and transmit/transmitted/transmitting. | promise you that this really 
does make sense. Start again and read slowly. 


Just to make life more difficult there are some exceptions to 
this rule. One of them concerns the letter I. For this see rule 5 
below. Other exceptions include worshipped/worshipping and 
handicapped where you double the p even though the stress is 
on the first syllable. 


5 (see 1, 2) When the verb ends in -I then you double the letter | 


when forming the past participle or past tense or when you add — 
ing to form the present participle, even when the stress is not on 
the final syllable, as in  travel/travelled/travelling and 
level/levelled/levelling. To make matters more complicated, 
American English does not follow this rule. It has 
traveled/traveling where British English has travelled/travelling. 
Watch out for this if you read a lot of American novels. 


Note that some of these spelling rules do not apply only to regular 


verbs but they cause particular problems with reference to them. 


COMMON ERRORS INVOLVING REGULAR VERBS 
These often involve spelling errors. 


Forgetting to remove the —e from infinitive or base forms before 
adding —ing when forming the present participle. For example 
writing judgeing instead of judging. See Rule 2. 

Forgetting to double the final consonant when forming the past 
tense or present participle of verbs such as rot or pet. Do not 
write roted or peting. These are wrong. Rotted and petting are 
the correct forms. See Rule 3. 


Forgetting to double the final consonant in the past tenses or 
present participles of such words as prefer and commit. Do not 
write prefered/prefering or commited/commiting. These are 
wrong. Preferred/preferring and committed/committing are the 
correct forms. See Rule 4. 


Forgetting to double the —r in the past tense and present participle 
of the verb occur. These should be spelt occurred and 


occurring. A word of warning. While you are trying to remember 
to double the letter r, you need to remember that the letter c 
should also be doubled. 


e Doubling the -r in the past tense of the verb offer. Offerred is 
wrong because the stress on offer is not on the last syllable. 
Offered is correct. See Rule 4 (see 1). 

e Doubling the —p in the present participle of the verb develop, as 
in developping, because the stress is not on the last syllable. 
Developing is correct. See Rule 4 (see 2). 

e Forgetting to double the -I when forming the past participle or 
present participle of verbs such as travel and level. Do not write 
marveled or appaling. These are wrong. Marvelled and 
appalling are the correct forms. See Rule 5 (see 1). 

e Forgetting to double the —p in worshipped/worshipping. This is 
an exception to Rule 4 (see 3). The form with the single letter p is 
correct use in American English (worshiped/worshiping). 

e Doubling the —t in the past participle, past tense and present 
participle of the verb benefit as in benefitted/benefitting. These 
are wrong because the stress is not on the first syllable of the 
word benefit. They should be spelt benefited and benefiting. 


There are plenty of examples of correct usage in italics in the two 
passages that follow. 


GETTING AROUND 


When we were there we travelled everywhere by train and could 
not help marvelling at how efficient their rail system is. We 
thought of taking our car over there, but we have both 
committed ourselves to helping to save the environment. Mind 
you, we were quite appalled at the cost of the train tickets. It 
occurred to me too /ate that the friend we were visiting had 
referred to this in one of her letters. Indeed, she had offered to 
buy our tickets locally for us, but | had refused. | thought it would 
not have mattered, but we found out that purchasing tickets 
locally in advance is much cheaper. Our travel budget would 
have benefited greatly from saving money like that. 


RETURNING HOME 


As | turned the key in the door, | was aware of such a terrible 
smell that | dropped the key. | rushed to the kitchen and found 
that all the vegetables in the fridge had rotted. The door had not 
been shut properly. It must have been open since we left to go 
on holiday two weeks ago. My son was supposed to make 
regular trips to the house but something must have cropped up. 
My wife, who was patting the dog, was developing a cold and 
she was lucky enough not be able to smell very well. | hastily 
gathered up the food from the fridge and tossed it into the bin at 
the back of the house. | then noticed a great pile of newspapers 
behind the front door. Our son had not cancelled them. | needed 
a cup of coffee desperately — or maybe something stronger! 


IRREGULAR VERBS 


If you think that regular verbs are difficult, you should prepare 
yourself for something much worse! As you might expect from their 
name, irregular verbs do not follow the pattern of regular verbs. They 
fall into several different categories, the rules of which are listed 
below. The information given is designed to simply jog your memory 
and help you reinforce what you already know but may have 
forgotten. 


RULES FOR IRREGULAR VERBS 


1 In some irregular verbs the past tense and the past participle both 
take the same form as the infinitive or base form, as in cut/cut, 
bet/bet, hit/ hit and put/put. 

2 Some irregular verbs have two past tenses and two past 
participles, both sets having the same form, as in burned/burnt, 
dreamed/dreamt and spoiled/spoilt. 


3 Some irregular verbs have past tenses and past participles which 


have the same form as each other and do not end in —ed, as in 
hold/held/held, keep/kept/kept and teach/taught/taught. 


Some irregular verbs have a past tense which, in common with 
those of regular verbs, ends in —ed or —d, whichever is relevant. 
However in this category the verb has two possible past 
participles, one of which is the same as the past tense and the 
other of which takes a different form. For example, the verb show 
has the past tense showed and the two past participles showed 
and shown, and the verb prove has the past tense proved and 
the past participles proved and proven. 

Some irregular verbs have a past tense and a past participle 
which are different from each other and different from the infinitive 
or base form. For example the verb draw has the past tense 
drew and the past participle drawn, the verb grow has the past 
tense grew and the past participle grown, and the verb swim has 
the past tense swam and the past participle swum. 


If you have read through all this and felt completely overwhelmed, do 
not worry and do not feel inadequate. It is not you. It is them. 


Irregular verbs are acknowledged to be one of the most difficult 


aspects of English grammar. There is only one thing to do with them. 


You have to grit your teeth and learn them. It will be worth it in the 
end. You'll see. Lists of irregular verbs in their different forms can be 


found on Some irregular verbs. 


COMMON ERRORS INVOLVING IRREGULAR VERBS 


Many of the errors involve the verbs which have been assigned to 
category 5. Some errors involve using the past participle form of 
one of these verbs wrongly when it is the past tense that is the 
correct form in the context, as in / swum (past participle) in the 
lake yesterday instead of correctly writing / swam (past tense) in 
the lake yesterday and wrongly writing the phone only rung (past 


participle) once instead of correctly writing the phone only rang 
(past tense) once. 

Sometimes it is the other way round. Some errors involve using 
the past tense form wrongly when it is the past participle that is 
the correct form in the context, as in the ship had sank off the 
coast of Ireland instead of correctly writing the ship had sunk off 
the coast of Ireland. 


Using beat, the past tense of the verb beat, in contexts where the 
past participle beaten should be used, as in we've beat (past 
tense) them three times this season instead of correctly writing 
we've beaten (past participle) them three times this season. 


Using bit, the past tense of the verb bite, in contexts where the 
past participle bitten should be used. It is wrong to write her dog 
has bit (past tense) the postman. The correct form is her dog has 
bitten (past participle) the postman. 

Using gotten instead of got as the past participle of the verb get 
in British English. To write they have gotten very friendly just 
recently or they had gotten what they deserved is currently 
considered wrong, but it is growing in popularity because of the 
influence of American films and books. The influence of American 
English has been strengthened by the fact that many learners of 
English now learn American English rather than British English. 


Using dove instead of dived as the past tense of the verb dive in 
British English. In American English both dove and dived are 
acceptable. The boy dove into the pool is considered correct in 
American English but wrong in British English. The boy dived into 
the pool is correct in British English. 

One of the most common errors involves the verb do. People 
frequently misuse done (past participle), wrongly writing he done 
wrong and should be punished, when the correct form of this is 
either he has done wrong and should be punished or he did 
wrong and should be punished. This mistake is more common in 
spoken English. 


The passages that follow provide examples of irregular verbs in use. 


MORE OF A HINDRANCE THAN A HELP 


Mr Jackson had /earnt that his friends' children all helped with 
the housework and he thought that his three children should do 
the same. Unfortunately, it was not working out very well. Jane 
was helping to cook dinner, but she had spilled/spilt a bottle of 
cooking oil on the kitchen floor and had then burned/burnt the 
sausages. Dinner had definitely been spoiled/spoilt. Meanwhile 
Jack had mowed/mown the lawn and discovered he had an 
allergy to freshly cut grass. The area around his eyes had 
swelled up/swollen up and he kept sneezing. 

He had broken the lawnmower, but he said that it broke by 
itself. Sue chose to go shopping and now wished she had 
chosen some other task. She forgot several items and was 
nearly home when she realized it. Her mother would not be 
pleased that she had forgotten so many things. Still her mother 
forgave people easily. She had already forgiven Jack and Jane 
for their mistakes. Sue was right. Furthermore, her mother had 
decided that she would rather not have her children's help 
around the house. She had always known the whole thing would 
be a disaster. She knew her children too well! 


A TRAGEDY AT SEA 


The fishing boat got into difficulties in the storm when it was 
within sight of the island. When it sank quite suddenly many of 
the crew swam ashore. If the ship had sunk any further out to 
sea there would have been more fatalities. Possibly there would 
have been more survivors if more men had swum ashore right 
away instead of taking time to get the lifeboat out. At least that is 
what one of the crew wrote in a letter to his family. He had also 
written to the families of those who had drowned simply to send 
his condolences. Many of the survivors gave money towards the 
purchase of a large wreath and they had given this to the 
grieving families on the day of the funeral. 


ANTIQUES FOR SALE 


John did not sell the house which he inherited from his aunt, but 
he sold most of the things that were in it. He said that he had 
sold these for two reasons. They were too old-fashioned for his 
taste and he needed the money which he got for them. In fact, 
he had got quite a lot of money from the sale. When John's aunt 
was young she was a keen collector of antiques and had spent 
most of her money on these. As she got older, she spent less on 
them, but she still had a valuable collection. She had put very 
little money into keeping the house in good repair. Now John put 
the money from the sale of the antiques into doing just that. 


A MISUNDERSTANDING 


| couldn't believe it. My boyfriend Tom's breath stank of alcohol 
and he had driven home. Tom drove to and from work every day 
and before | met him he had frequently had a few drinks with his 
workmates before setting out for home. Before he moved in with 
me he had sworn that he would never drink and drive again. | 
swore that | would throw him out if he ever did. 


My best friend was killed by a drink-driver two years ago. She 
always rode her bike to university and she had just ridden out of 
the campus onto the main road when a car struck her. She died 
a few hours later in hospital. The driver was so drunk that he 
had struck her without even noticing. It seemed impossible. 


From then on | had worn a badge warning people of the 
dangers of drink-driving. Tom wore one too, but it obviously 
didn't mean very much to him. | was so angry that | tore the 
badge from his jacket. In fact | saw that | had torn a bit of the 
jacket as well. 


So far my boyfriend had not spoken a word. He now spoke 
and | realized that | had made a huge mistake. | had lost my 
temper before checking the facts. Tom's teetotal friend Jack had 
driven Tom home in Tom's car. That is how | /ost that particular 
boyfriend! 


ASPECTS OF VERBS LIKELY TO CAUSE 
PROBLEMS 


PARTICIPLES AND PARTICIPIAL PHRASES 

A participial phrase contains a participle of a verb, whether 
present participle or past participle. Participial phrases can be used 
to cement the parts of a sentence together, as in: 


Strolling along the woodland path, the visitors admired 
the brightly coloured spring flowers. 


In the sentence above the participial phrase beginning with the 
present participle Strolling refers to the subject of the sentence, the 
visitors, and is placed right next to it. 


COMMON ERRORS INVOLVING PARTICIPLES 
Avoid the dangling participle 


The best place to put a participial phrase is next to the noun to which 
it refers. A dangling or hanging participle refers to a participle that 
is not attached to any word in the sentence. It is just 'dangling' there, 
as in: 


Lying on the beach, summer was nearly at an end. 


Lying is certainly a present participle and it begins the participial 
phrase Lying on the beach. The trouble is that this phrase should 
refer to a person, but it seems to be referring to summer. This does 
not make sense. The participle is dangling there without purpose. In 
order to get the sentence to make sense we have to reword it, as in: 


Lying on the beach, the young sun-worshippers felt that 
summer was nearly at an end. 


Lying now refers to the subject of the sentence, the young sun- 
worshippers. lt is no longer dangling. 

Another example of a dangling participle occurs in the following 
sentence: 


Travelling north, the landscape became more and more 
bleak. 


Travelling is a present participle and it begins the participial phrase 
Travelling north. But the participial phrase seems to be referring to 
the landscape, which does not make sense. The landscape has 
been there for thousands of years and is not travelling anywhere. 
The participial phrase has to be attached to a person or something 
that is capable of travelling. The participle is dangling there without 
purpose. 

In order to get the sentence to make sense, we have to reword it, 
as in: 


Travelling north, the explorers saw that the landscape 
was getting more and more bleak. 


Travelling now refers to the subject of the sentence, the explorers. It 
is no longer dangling. 


Avoid the misrelated participle 

Sometimes participles are either wrongly or ambiguously placed. 
These are often known as misrelated participles, although some 
people also call these dangling participles, as in: 


In the distance we could see, driving through the 
mountain pass, a small group of soldiers. 


This sentence is potentially ambiguous. Are we driving through the 
mountains or is it the small group of soldiers that are doing the 
driving? lt is important that you attach the participle to the 
appropriate noun to avoid confusion and remove any possibility of 
ambiguity, as in: 


Driving through the mountain pass, we could See in the 
distance a small group of soldiers. 


-ING FORM OF VERBS 

The part of a verb ending in —ing can either be a present participle or 
it can be a verbal noun, also known as a gerund. It depends on the 
context. 

In the sentence 


| am walking in the park. 


the word walking is a present participle, while in the sentence 


Walking is an excellent form of exercise. 


walking is a verbal noun or gerund. In this sentence the verbal noun 
or gerund walking is the subject of the sentence, but a verbal noun 
or gerund can also be the object of a sentence, as in: 


He has taken up walking in order to get fit. 


The word gerund is now an unfamiliar word to many native speakers 
and is generally regarded as being difficult. There is one aspect of 
verbal nouns or gerunds that causes particular problems. According 


to traditional grammar, nouns or pronouns which qualify verbal 
nouns or gerunds should be in the possessive case. This means that 
the sentence 


My parents strongly object to my smoking in their 
house. 


is, according to traditional grammar, considered correct, whereas the 
sentence 


My parents strongly object to me smoking in their 
house. 


is considered wrong. Likewise, the following sentence 


Apparently, her husband does not like your going round 
there. 


is, according to traditional grammar, considered correct, whereas the 
sentence 


Apparently, her husband does not like you going round 
there 


is considered incorrect. 

The trouble is that many people have difficulty in understanding 
this, and it sounds more natural to them to use the second version of 
each of the above sentences. The result is that more and more 
people are opting for it although such usage is ungrammatical. It is 
one of those cases in modern English where what sounds natural is 
taking precedence over what is grammatically correct. However, this 
use is best confined to spoken English and informal written English. 


COMMON ERRORS INVOLVING GERUNDS 


Forgetting in formal contexts to use the possessive case in 
sentences such as: 


My parents hate my smoking in their house. 


It is grammatically correct to use the possessive case, although in 
spoken and less formal written contexts many people now use: 


My parents hate me smoking in their house. 


VERB AGREEMENT 

Verb agreement is also known as concord and refers to the fact 
that a verb must 'agree' with the appropriate subject in number. The 
word number is used to indicate whether the form of a word refers to 
one thing or more than one thing. Number agreement indicates that 
a singular noun is usually accompanied by a singular verb, as in: 


The bus to the city runs every two hours. 


While a plural noun is usually accompanied by a plural verb, as in: 


Buses to the city are not very reliable. 


COMMON ERRORS INVOLVING NUMBER AGREEMENT 


* Usually two singular nouns joined together with and take a plural 
verb, as in: 


Tom and Jane are going to the party. 


Remember, however, that when the subject is made up of two or 
more singular nouns connected by a phrase which, in some way, 
emphasizes the 'togetherness' of the nouns, such as together 
with, as well as, with and plus, the verb takes the singular form, as 
in: 


The boy's father, together with his elder sister, is going 
to visit him in hospital. 


Formerly it was the case that, when the subject takes the form of 
a singular noun linked to a plural noun by of, as in a number of 
issues, this had to be accompanied by a singular verb, as in: 


A number of serious issues has to be taken into 
consideration. 


If you used a plural verb in this context it was considered wrong. 
This is no longer the case. Nowadays, many people use a plural 
verb in such a situation, as in: 


A number of serious issues have to be taken into 
consideration. 


In other words, they make the verb agree with the nearest noun, 
in this case /ssues rather than number. Since this sounds more 
natural it is becoming more and more common, although it is 
grammatically wrong. You could say that common sense is 
prevailing. 
Take care with group or collective nouns, such as committee, 
family, government and jury. They can cause problems in relation 
to verb agreement. Some of these can be accompanied by either 
a singular or plural verb depending on the context. It all depends 
on whether you wish to emphasize the unity of the relevant noun, 
or whether you wish to emphasize the individual components that 
go to make up the noun. In the first case you would opt for a 
singular verb, while in the second case you would opt for a plural 
verb. 

For example, if you are thinking of the family as a unit you 
might say: 


The family is the most important influence in a young 
child's life. 


If you are considering the components of a family you might say: 


His family are coming from various parts of the world to 
celebrate his eightieth birthday with him. 


This distinction can be very difficult to get your head round and it 
can lead to a great deal of puzzlement and confusion. It can 
sometimes be difficult to decide which meaning you have in mind. 
Most people go on instinct or on what they think sounds best. It is 
a much simpler issue in American English, where such group or 
collective nouns are treated as singular. 


* Remember that indefinite pronouns, such as anyone, someone, 
everyone and no one, should be accompanied by a singular verb, 
as in: 


Everyone is welcome to attend the opening party. 
Either of the flats is suitable. 


Neither of them has a job. 


* Remember that if there is a combination of singular and plural 
subjects in the either ... or construction, the verb agrees with the 
noun nearest to it, as in: 


Either my brother or my parents are giving me a lift to 
the airport. 

Either his friends or his cousin is to blame for the 
damage to his car. 


The same is true of the neither ... nor construction, as in: 


Neither my sisters nor my brother has been invited. 


MOOD 


Mood is one of the categories into which verbs are divided. It gets its 
name from the fact that it was thought to show the attitude or 


viewpoint that a particular verb indicated. 

The moods are the indicative mood, the imperative mood and 
the subjunctive mood, but the only one of these that causes any 
problems is the subjunctive. 

As far as most verbs are concerned the subjunctive form of the 
verb is the same as its basic form except that the third person 
singular leaves off the —s ending, e.g. depart instead of departs. 

However the verb be has the past tense subjunctive were and its 
present subjunctive is be. 

The subjunctive is used in modern English to express hypothetical 
statements, often beginning with the conjunction if. 

In the following sentences the verb were is in the subjunctive 
mood: 


If I were him | would look for another job. 


If | were Jack's mother | would be very disappointed in 
him. 


The subjunctive is also used in certain clauses, often beginning with 


that, which express a wish, demand or recommendation, as in: 


l insist that she leave immediately. 


We suggest that he look for another job. 


The judge recommends that he be imprisoned for life. 


Because many people nowadays are not familiar with the word 
subjunctive, and, even if they are, do not understand what it is, its 
use is fading, except in very formal contexts. This is partly because 
people find that sentences using the subjunctive sound rather stilted 


and unnatural. It often takes a long time, but in the end, the will of 
the people sometimes dictates what happens to language. 

If you are writing something formal and do not wish to use the 
subjunctive you can always use the verb should instead, as in the 
sentence 


The judge recommends that he should be imprisoned 
for life. 


rather than 


The judge recommends that he be imprisoned for life. 


VOICE 
Voice, with reference to verbs, has nothing to do with the vocal 
cords. Instead, it refers to two ways of looking at the action of verbs. 
Verbs which take an object, called transitive verbs, can either be in 
the active voice or the passive voice. 

In the case of the active voice the subject performs the action 
described by the verb in a sentence, as in: 


The boy threw the ball. 


In the case of the passive voice the subject in a sentence is the 
recipient of the action described by the verb, i.e. the object of the 
verb in an active sentence becomes the subject in a passive 
sentence, as in: 


The ball was thrown by the boy. 


COMMON ERRORS INVOLVING THE PASSIVE VOICE 


Be careful how you use the passive voice. In particular, do not 
overuse it. The active voice suits its name. Verbs in the active 
voice move the action of a piece of writing on, so to speak. They 
are more direct and more forceful and they are often clearer and 
shorter. Sentences with verbs in the passive voice are often less 
direct and, by their very nature, can be longer and less clear. 
Sometimes they can slow the action down, and research shows 
that readers take longer to understand sentences with verbs in 
the passive voice than sentences with verbs in the active voice. A 
sentence with a verb in the active voice actually identifies the 
person who was responsible for the action so there is little 
possibility of vagueness or ambiguity, as in: 


Jack broke the window. 


A sentence with a verb in the passive voice can describe an 
action without identifying the person who is responsible for it and 
this leaves room for vagueness or ambiguity, as in: 


The window was broken. 


However, do not be afraid of the passive voice. Some people treat 
it as though it were some kind of monster that has to be avoided 
at all costs. This is not true. There is a time and a place for 
everything, including the passive voice. For example, you might 
want to report some kind of action which you know has been 
committed without knowing who committed it, as in: 


The woman was murdered early this morning. 
This sounds better than: 
Someone murdered the woman early this morning. 


Use the passive voice sparingly and avoid it as much as possible 
until you have reasonably well-honed writing skills. But remember 
that it can be a useful stylistic device. 

If you are writing something of an academic nature or if you are 
writing something that is meant to be informative, do not use 
phrases in the passive voice too often. The phrases in the 


passive voice that follow, for example, are frequently too vague to 
be appropriate in that kind of writing: 


It is now widely believed that ... 
It has been shown by research that ... 


Studies show that ... 


TENSE 


The tense of a verb indicates the time at which an action takes 
place. 


COMMON ERRORS INVOLVING TENSE 


Many errors involving tense concern the parts of irregular verbs, 
especially the past participles and the past tenses. See Common 
errors involving irregular verbs. 

A common error is to use the verb was when you mean the verb 
were, as in: 


We was sure we would win. 
This is wrong. It should be: 
We were sure we would win. 


This mistake is common in spoken English and in very informal 
written English. 


Try not to confuse the simple present tense and the continuous 
present tense, also known as the progressive present tense. 


The continuous present tense is used when you are referring 
to something that is happening at that very moment, or when you 
are referring to an action continuing over a period of time, 
including the present, and not complete at the time you are 
referring to it. The continuous present tense is more commonly 


used in everyday English than the present tense. Learners of 
English, in particular, can have problems with this tense. 


If, for example, someone is preparing a meal as you speak, 
you would say: 


He is cooking (continuous present tense) tonight's meal 
in the kitchen. 


not 


He cooks (simple present tense) tonight's meal in the 
kitchen. 


You would say: 


We are just reaching the outskirts of the city now. 
not 
We reach the outskirts of the city now. 
* A similar confusion can arise between the simple past tense and 
the continuous past tense, also the progressive past tense. 
e  will/shall. Remember that the future tense is now commonly 
formed with will plus the infinitive form of the main verb, as in: 


I will See you there. 


They will drive up tomorrow. 
Formerly, you had to choose between will and shall according to 
context. See Which word? (see 1) in Chapter 8. 


The word shall is sometimes used when questions are being 
asked or when suggestions are being made when these relate to 
the immediate situation, as in: 


Shall | proceed? 


In informal and relatively informal contexts the contracted form is 
used, as in: 


What'll you have? 


Remember that the simple present tense is sometimes used 
instead of the future tense, as in: 


| leave for the States tomorrow. 


MODAL VERBS 


The main modal verbs, also called modal auxiliary verbs, are can, 
could, may, might, will, shall, would, should, must and ought to. 

These verbs are used with main verbs to express a wide range of 
meanings including possibility, probability, ability, permission, 
prediction, requests, invitations, etc. 


COMMON ERRORS INVOLVING MODAL VERBS 


e  can/may. In all but the most formal contexts can is now more 
normally used than may, as in: 


Can | come in? 


Can we go out to play? 


Using can in such situations is no longer regarded as an error. 
See Which word? (see 2) in Chapter 8. 


* will/shall. 


* Do not write the word of instead of the verb have as part of a 
verb. There is a common tendency now for people to use could 
of, should of, would of, must of, etc, instead of the correct form 
could have, should have, must have, etc. Doing so is 
grammatically quite wrong. Of course, except in formal contexts, it 
is all right to use the contracted forms of could have, should have 
and would have, etc, as in could've, should've, would've, etc. See 
Which word? (see 3) in Chapter 8. 


THE ANTI-VERB BRIGADE 


There is something about some verbs that some people do not like 
in modern English usage. The creation of new verbs that end in -ize 
(or —ise) is a particular pet hate of many. This modern tendency 
began in the second part of the 20th century and one of the first of 
such verbs to record extreme levels of dislike was privatize. This 
means 'to transfer an industry, etc, from state ownership to private 
ownership’ and there might have been a touch of political dissent 
there as well as linguistic disagreement. 

A spate of verbs with the same ending followed with much protest. 
So we ended up with words such as hospitalize, pedestrianize and 
institutionalize. Prioritize was very unpopular when it first made an 
appearance but, as often happens, people got used to it, as we did 
to decimalize and computerize. The introduction of incentivize 
caused another storm of protest, but since its purpose is to motivate 
people by offering them high rewards, usually of a financial nature, 
those in the happy situation of being incentivized, such as bankers, 
are almost certainly not worried. More specialist —ize verbs, such as 
weaponize, have also reared their ugly heads. Let us hope the use 
of that particular verb does not become an everyday occurrence. 

The habit of forming new verbs, now called ‘verbing’ or 
'verbifying', by adding —ize was blamed on America, as many things 
are, but the —ize habit is in fact a very old one. It was a common 
practice of Thomas Nashe, the English dramatist, satirist and 
pamphleteer, and he was writing towards the end of the 16th century. 
He was apparently fond of such words as superficialize and 
citizenize! 


Of course, not all new verbs are formed with the ending —ize (or — 
ise). Some of them simply use the form of the noun on which they 
are based. For example, in the following sentences the verb tasked 
has come from the noun task, and the verb impacted has come from 
the noun impact: 


He was tasked with setting up a new marketing 
department. 


Online purchasing has impacted on many high-street 
shops. 


Both of these verbs send the blood pressure of some people soaring 
and yet neither of them is new. Task was first used as a verb in the 
16th century and impact in the 17th century. 

The age of the computer has brought many new verbs into the 
English language. They seem to have been well tolerated at first as 
long as they remained firmly in the technical field and did not spread 
into the general language. But inevitably some of these verbs have 
spread their wings to howls of protest from some. The verbs input 
and access met with particularly strong opposition when they first 
entered into the general language, but these and other new verbs, 
such as bookmark, blog and Google, are now used by millions of 
people. 

Technological advances in general are occurring at a terrifying 
rate and advances in verbing are not far behind. Think of other new 
verbs like text from the world of mobile phones and the verbs friend 
and unfriend from Facebook. 

They may have caused some controversy but for better or worse 
all of these verbs are now part of the English language's rich store of 


words. 


SOME IRREGULAR VERBS 


In the following list of irregular verbs the past tense and the past 
participle both take the same form as the infinitive or base form: 


infinitive past tense past participle 
bet bet bet 
burst burst burst 
cast cast cast 
cost cost cost 
cut cut cut 

hit hit hit 
hurt hurt hurt 

let let let 

put put put 

set set set 
shed shed shed 
shut shut shut 
slit slit slit 
split split split 
spread spread spread 


Some irregular verbs have two past tenses and two past participles 
which are the same. These include: 


infinitive past tense past participle 
burn burned, burnt burned, burnt 
dream dreamed, dreamt dreamed, dreamt 


dwell dwelled, dwelt dwelled, dwelt 


hang 
kneel 
lean 
leap 
learn 
light 
smell 
speed 
spill 
spoil 
weave 
wet 


hanged, hung 
kneeled, knelt 
leaned, leant 
leaped, leapt 
learned, learnt 
lighted, lit 
smelled, smelt 
speeded, sped 
spilled, spilt 
spoiled, spoilt 
weaved, woven 
wetted, wet 


hanged, hung 
kneeled, knelt 
leaned, leant 
leaped, leapt 
learned, learnt 
lighted, lit 
smelled, smelt 
speeded, sped 
spilled, spilt 
spoiled, spoilt 
weaved, woven 
wetted, wet 


Some irregular verbs have past tenses that do not end in —ed and 
have the same form as the past participle. These include: 


infinitive 
bend 
bleed 
breed 
build 
cling 
dig 
feel 
fight 
find 
flee 
fling 
get 
grind 
hear 
hold 


past tense 
bent 
bled 
bred 
built 
clung 
dug 
felt 
fought 
found 
fled 
flung 
got 
ground 
heard 
held 


past participle 
bent 
bled 
bred 
built 
clung 
dug 
felt 
fought 
found 
fled 
flung 
got 
ground 
heard 
held 


keep 
lay 
lead 
leave 
lend 
lose 
make 
mean 
meet 
pay 
rend 
say 
seek 
sell 
send 
shine 
shoe 
sit 
sleep 
slide 
sling 
slink 
spend 
stand 
stick 
sting 
strike 
string 
sweep 
swing 
teach 
tell 


kept 
laid 
led 
left 
lent 
lost 
made 
meant 
met 
paid 
rent 
said 
sought 
sold 
sent 
shone 
shod 
sat 
slept 
slid 
slung 
slunk 
spent 
stood 
stuck 
stung 
struck 
strung 
swept 
swung 
taught 
told 


kept 
laid 
led 
left 
lent 
lost 
made 
meant 
met 
paid 
rent 
said 
sought 
sold 
sent 
shone 
shod 
sat 
slept 
slid 
slung 
slunk 
spent 
stood 
stuck 
stung 
struck 
strung 
swept 
swung 
taught 
told 


think 
understand 
weep 

win 

wring 


thought 


understood 
wept 

won 

wrung 


thought 
understood 
wept 

won 

wrung 


Some irregular verbs have regular past tense forms but two possible 


past participles, one of which is regular. These include: 


infinitive 
mow 
prove 
sew 
show 
SOW 
swell 


past tense 
mowed 
proved 
sewed 
showed 
sowed 
swelled 


past participle 
mowed, mown 
proved, proven 
sewed, sewn 
showed, shown 
sowed, sown 
swelled, swollen 


Some irregular verbs have past tenses and past participles that are 


different from each other and different from the infinitive. These 


include: 


infinitive 
arise 
awake 
bear 
begin 
bid 

bite 
blow 
break 
choose 
do 


past tense 
arose 
awoke 
bore 
began 
bade 
bit 
blew 
broke 
chose 
did 


past participle 
arisen 
awoken 
borne 
begun 
bidden 
bitten 
blown 
broken 
chosen 
done 


draw 
drink 
drive 
eat 

fall 

fly 
forbear 
forbid 
forgive 
forget 
forsake 
freeze 
forswear 
give 

go 
grow 
hew 
hide 
know 
lie 

ride 
ring 
Saw 
see 
rise 
shake 
shrink 
slay 
infinitive 
speak 
spring 
steal 


drew 
drank 
drove 
ate 

fell 

flew 
forbore 
forbade 
forgave 
forgot 
forsook 
froze 
forswore 
gave 
went 
grew 
hewed 
hid 
knew 
lay 
rode 
rang 
sawed 
Saw 
rose 
shook 
shrank 
slew 
past tense 
spoke 
sprang 
stole 


drawn 
drunk 
driven 
eaten 
fallen 
flown 
forborne 
forbidden 
forgiven 
forgotten 
forsaken 
frozen 
forsworn 
given 
gone 
grown 
hewn 
hidden 
known 
lain 
ridden 
rung 
sawn 
seen 
risen 
shaken 
shrunk 
slain 
past participle 
spoken 
sprung 
stolen 


stink 
strew 
stride 
strive 
swear 
swim 
take 
tear 
throw 
tread 
wake 
wear 
write 


stank 
strewed 
strode 
strove 
swore 
swam 
took 
tore 
threw 
trod 
woke 
wore 
wrote 


stunk 
strewn 
stridden 
striven 
sworn 
swum 
taken 
torn 
thrown 
trodden 
woken 
worn 
written 
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CONFUSION UPON 
CONFUSION 


The English language has a huge vocabulary. This is obviously a 
good thing because it means that you have a wide choice of words 
at your fingertips to express what you want to say. However, it also 
means that is very easy to get confused when you are trying to 
select the right word for what you want to express. 

There are various well-known pitfalls when it comes to making the 
right choice of word, but that does not make them any easier to 
avoid unless you have been made aware of them. My aim is to try to 
bring some of the potential stumbling blocks to your attention. Try 
and remember at least some of them, or at least remember to look 
them up when warning bells ring in your head. This will definitely 
save you problems in the future. 

There are three categories of words which cause particular 
confusion. They are homophones, homographs, homonyms. 
They sound rather complicated and are exactly the kind of words 
that might make some of you switch off. If you do that please switch 
back on again! The words are easier to understand than you think. 
Anyway, you can forget the names of the categories as long as you 
remember the problems which they represent. 


HOMOPHONES 


The word homophone comes from the Greek word homophonos, 
which means having the same sound. This may have led more of 
you to switching off, but it gives a good indication of the nature of the 
problem with homophones. Homophones are pronounced in the 
same way as each other, but they have different meanings and 
spellings. They cause a good deal of confusion. 


RP 

A minor word of caution here regarding pronunciation. Strictly 
speaking, we are talking here of pronunciation according to RP. 
Learners of English will be well aware of this term. However, native 
speakers may have managed to ignore the existence of RP and 
gone on pronouncing words in their own sweet way. 

Just for the record | should tell you, or remind you, that RP is 
short for Received Pronunciation. This name is given to the form of 
speech associated with educated people in the south of England and 
is used as a model of pronunciation in the teaching of English as a 
foreign language. 

There are many accents in the UK and several forms of English 
other than British English, which do not conform to the rules of RP. 
Thus, words that are homophones as pronounced by RP speakers 
will not necessarily be homophones when they are pronounced by 
speakers of American English or by people speaking with, for 
example, a Scots accent. 

Below are some examples of homophones. Sometimes only two 
words are involved, but sometimes there are three or four. 


HOMOPHONE EXAMPLES 


currant/current 
The words currant and current have nothing in common except 
their pronunciation. Currant is a noun meaning 'a small dried grape 
used in baking’, as in: 


We need flour, butter, eggs and currants to make this 
cake. 


Current has a much wider range of meanings. As a noun it can be 
found in such contexts as electric current, the current of a river and a 
current of cold air. As an adjective it means 'belonging to the present 
time', as in a current affairs programme on television and the current 
fashion in food. 


heal/heel 

These words are pronounced in the same way but have very 
different meanings. Heal is a verb meaning 'to become or make 
healthy again', as in: 


The wound has started to heal at last. 
Heel is the back part of a foot below the ankle, as in: 


Her shoes were too tight and she got a blister on her 
heel. 


hear/here 
The words hear and here share a pronunciation but have different 
meanings. Hear is a verb meaning ‘to become aware of sounds by 


means of your ears’, as in: 


She didn't hear the door bell because she is deaf. 


Here is an adverb meaning ‘this place’, as in: 


I’m not going anywhere. I’m staying right here. 


rain/reign/rein 
The words rain, reign and rein are pronounced alike but are 
otherwise unrelated. Rain is water that falls from the sky, as in: 


We got very wet in the heavy rain. 


Reign refers to the period of time when a king or queen is ruling, as 
in: 


The Second World War took place during the reign of 
George VI. 


Rein means ‘a long narrow band of leather used to control a horse’ 
and it is mostly found in the plural form, as in: 


The rider let the reins fall from her hands as her horse 
came to a standstill. 


right/rite/write/wright 
These words are pronounced alike but are completely different in 
meaning. 

As an adjective right has several meanings. It can mean ‘correct’, 
as in the right answer or he turned out to be right. It can also mean 
‘the opposite of left’, as in: 


He held it in his right hand. 


As a noun right refers to something that you are legally, officially or 
morally allowed to do or have, as in: 


You have no right to refuse us entry to this park. 


The women's movement was established to protect the 
rights of women. 


The word rite is a noun which refers to a ceremonial act that is 
always performed in the same way, often as part of a religious 
ceremony, as in traditional funeral rites. 

The word write is a verb meaning 'to make letters, words or 
numbers on paper using a pen or pencil’, as in primary 
schoolchildren just learning to write. It can also mean 'to set down 
words for others to read', as in: 


I’m not going to phone them. I’m going to write them a 
letter. 


The word wright is much less common than the other two words on 
this list. Usually it comes as the second part of a compound word 
which indicates someone who works at particular trade or job, as in 
shipwright and playwright. 


HOMOGRAPHS 


Homographs are words which have the same spelling but different 
meanings, and are pronounced differently. 


HOMOGRAPH EXAMPLES 


lead/lead 

As you can see, these two words look exactly the same. They are 
spelt in the same way, but they are pronounced differently and they 
have totally different meanings. One of the words rhymes with bead 
and feed while the other rhymes with red and fed. The lead rhyming 
with feed is a verb whose primary meaning is 'to guide people 
somewhere by going in front of them', as in: 


The mountain guide will lead the party of climbers safely 
to the summit. 


The lead rhyming with fed is a noun which refers to a type of soft, 
heavy grey metal, as in: 


Lead was once used to make water pipes but this 
practice was stopped as lead is poisonous. 


Note that the past participle of the verb lead is spelt /ed and it is 
pronounced like the metal. 


row/row 
Obviously these two words are spelt the same but they are 
pronounced differently and have totally different meanings. 

One of the words rhymes with /ow and mow and is a noun 
meaning 'a number of people or things arranged in a line', as in: 


There was a row of policemen blocking the entrance to 
the building. 


The other row rhymes with cow and how and is a noun meaning 'a 
quarrel or disagreement’, as in: 


The boy and his father were always having rows. 


minute/minute 
Like the others words in this category, these words share a spelling 
but not a pronunciation and they have different meanings. 

One of the words is pronounced min-it, with the stress on the first 
syllable. It is a noun referring to a unit of time, as in 60 minutes in an 
hour. 

The other word is an adjective. Its first part is pronounced to 
rhyme with mine and its second part is pronounced yoot, the stress 
being on the first syllable. This second word means 'extremely 
small', as in minute amounts of poison. 


HOMONYMS 


Homonyms are words which have the same spelling and the same 
pronunciation but they have different meanings. They are sometimes 
referred to as multiple meaning words. Below are some examples. 


HOMONYM EXAMPLES 


bill/bill 
These two words are spelt and pronounced in the same way, but 
they have different meanings. 


The first and more common bill refers to a piece of paper which 
shows how much money you owe someone for goods or services 
(although it also has other related meanings), as in: 


l've just had a huge bill for repairs to the car. 


The second bill is quite unrelated to the first. It means ‘a bird's 
beak’, as in: 


The thrush had a small worm hanging from its bill. 


calf/calf 
These two nouns are spelt and pronounced in the same way, but 
they have different meanings. 

One of the meanings of the word calf relates to animals. 
Commonly it refers to a young cow, although it can also refer to the 
young of some other animals, such as elephants. 

The other meaning of calf relates to the human body and refers to 
the back part of the leg between the ankle and the back of the knee, 
as in: 


She got cramp in her calf after dancing all night. 


swallow/swallow 
These two words are spelt and pronounced in the same way, but 
they have different meanings. 

One of these words is a noun used to refer to a kind of bird, as in: 


It was the end of summer and swallows were getting 
ready to fly to warmer lands for the winter. 


The other swallow is a verb meaning ‘to cause food or drink to go 
down your throat into your stomach’, as in: 


He had a very sore throat and could only swallow very 
small pieces of food. 


ORONYMS 


It might be time to introduce a little light relief. A sequence of words, 
as in ice cream, that sounds the same as a different sequence of 
Words, as in / scream, are sometimes used humorously or in word 
games and are called oronyms. The word oronym was apparently 
coined by Gyles Brandreth, wordsmith, broadcaster and former MP. 

Oronyms include ice cream and I scream; example and egg 
sample; four candles and fork handles; realize and real eyes; and 
depend and deep end. Of course it sometimes depends on how you 
pronounce them. 


What use are oronyms? Not a lot, really, but you might have fun 
making some up! 


A MISCELLANY OF MISTAKES 


There are a huge number of words that cause problems and they do 
not fall into any of the above categories. Sometimes confusion 
between words arises because they sound quite similar and they are 
both associated with the same theme. Some of the most problematic 
are discussed below. 


SIMILAR BUT DISSIMILAR 
continual/continuous 
These two adjectives sound quite similar but have quite different 
meanings. 
Continual means 'frequently repeated', as in: 


Continual complaints from other residents were ignored 
by the students. 


Continuous means ‘without a break’, as in: 


How do the factory workers put up with the continuous 
noise made by the machinery? 


adopted/adoptive 
Another two adjectives in the same category are adopted and 
adoptive. They also sound quite similar and they are both 
associated with the same theme, namely raising a child who is not 
your biological son or daughter. 

Adopted is used to describe children who have been brought up 
by people other than their biological parents, as in: 


The couple have two sons, one biological, one adopted. 


Adoptive is used to refer to adults who have done the adopting, as 
in: 


She would love to try and get in contact with her 
biological mother, but she does not want to upset her 
much-loved adoptive mother. 


arbiter/arbitrator 


Another two words which fall into a similar category are arbiter and 
arbitrator. The first part of the second word sounds like the first 
word and they both refer to a similar theme, that of judging. 

The noun arbiter refers to someone or something with the power 
or influence to make decisions or judgements, as in: 


The dress designer is very young but she is quickly 
becoming recognized as one of the leading arbiters of 
fashion. 


The noun arbitrator refers to someone appointed to settle 
differences in a dispute, as in: 


Management and union leaders have failed to settle 
their differences and have called in an arbitrator to try to 
avoid a strike. 


Note that arbiter is one of those words that is in the process of 
changing. In modern usage it is occasionally used with the same 
meaning as arbitrator. This can only add to the confusion. 


abuse/misuse 

The words abuse and misuse (see 1) also fall into the same 
category as the words dealt with above. In the case of abuse and 
misuse they share their second syllable and they both refer to the 
theme of use or treatment. Both are nouns that refer to a wrong use 
or treatment, but they are used in different contexts. Like misuse, 
the word abuse refers to improper or wrong use or treatment. The 
word abuse, however, is more likely to refer to something that is 
morally wrong, dangerous to health or illegal, as in alcohol abuse; 
drug abuse; solvent abuse; the abuse of political power; physical 


abuse and sexual abuse. The verb abuse has similar associations to 
that of the noun abuse, as in: 


The politician was being investigated for abusing his 
power. 


Misuse usually refers to incorrect or inappropriate use, as in misuse 
of the gym equipment and misuse of the communal garden. 


compulsory/compulsive 
Another two words which fall into the category described above are 
compulsory and compulsive. Only the endings of these two 
adjectives are different and they both refer to something that must be 
done. 

If something is compulsory there is a law or rule which says that 
it must be done or carried out, as in: 


In that country it is compulsory to always carry 
identification documents. 


Compulsive refers to behaviour or a habit that is very difficult or 
impossible to stop or control, as in: 


He is a compulsive gambler who has lost a fortune on 
betting on horses. 


industrial/industrious 

The words industrial and industrious are both adjectives. They 
look and sound like each other, apart from their endings, and are 
liable to be confused. They both refer to work, but not the same 
meaning of work. 


As you might expect, industrial has to do with industry in the 
sense of the business of making or producing goods, usually on a 
large scale, as in: 


The land on which the houses were built was formerly 
an industrial site. 


Industrious is an adjective based on a much less common and 
more formal meaning of industry meaning ‘hard work’ or ‘diligence’, 
as in: 

He was not as intelligent as some of the other students 


but he was very industrious and usually managed to do 
well in exams. 


immoral/immortal 
Some words which get confused because they resemble each other 
quite closely and because they have a reasonably similar 
pronunciation do not belong to the same theme. They are actually 
unrelated. 
Two such words are immoral and immortal. These two adjectives 
would be the same word but for the letter t, and this gives rise to 
confusion. What a difference one letter can make! 

Immoral means ‘morally wrong’. In other words, wrong according 
to the principles of what is considered to be right and wrong 
behaviour, as in: 


It is immoral to make young children work long hours for 
very little pay in order to be able to export cheap goods. 


Immortal literally means ‘living or existing forever’, as in: 


No one is immortal, although some people behave as 
though they think they are. 


Immortal can also be used to refer to something, such as a line of 
prose, poetry or song, that has become very famous and has lasted 
a very long time, as in: 


Just think of the immortal line ‘Tomorrow is another day’. 


persecute/prosecute 

Two other words which are frequently confused are the verbs 
persecute and prosecute. Obviously, the confusion arises because 
the second part of each of them is the same. However, the problem 
lies in per and pro, their short first syllables. 

As we have seen, these words have something in common in that 
they look quite like each other and, in fact, there is a degree of 
similarity in their pronunciation. There is also a degree of similarity in 
their theme but they are at opposite ends of the scale. The theme is 
fairness or justice. Persecute comes under the heading of 
‘unfairness’ or ‘lack of justice’ in that it means ‘to treat someone very 
unfairly and unjustly, and usually with great cruelty, over a long 
period of time'. This treatment often takes place on the grounds of 
political or religious beliefs, as in: 


Many people were persecuted for their opposition to 
racial discrimination. 


Prosecute, on the other hand, is mostly on the side of fairness and 
justice, or at least we hope so. It means ‘to charge someone with 
committing a crime and to try to show that they are guilty of it', as in: 


There was a sign on the shop door saying 'Shoplifters 
will be prosecuted’. 


chronic/acute 

As you have seen, confusion with regard to words is often a result of 
the words, or parts of words, having a similar sound. Sometimes, 
however, the words do not sound or look like each other at all. They 
are completely different but they may very well relate to the same 
theme. The confusion created by the adjectives chronic and acute 
is a good example of this. Both chronic and acute frequently refer to 
a disease or illness. Chronic refers to a disease or illness that lasts 
a long time, frequently a period of several years, and often develops 
slowly, as in: 


Many elderly people suffer from chronic arthritis and 
need long-term drug treatment. 


By contrast, acute refers to a disease that lasts a relatively short 
time and starts up quite suddenly, as in: 


She has acute earache and needs some strong 
painkillers immediately. 


hire/rent 
Hire and rent are another two words that get confused, although 
they do not resemble each other at all in appearance or sound. 
However, they both relate to the temporary use of something in 
exchange for payment. Sometimes whether you use hire or rent 
depends on how long the temporary use is likely to last. 

Hire is more likely to be associated with short-term use, as in: 


She thinks she might hire a wedding dress rather than 
buy one. 


Rent suggests a more long-term use, as in: 


Their plan is to rent a flat for the two years that their 
college courses last. 


However, there is a problem. In American English rent is used in 
connection with short-term use as well as longer-term use. The 
American use is having some influence on British English, so that 
you will now find both hire a car for the weekend and rent a car for 
the weekend being commonly used. Isn't that typical? You just get 
something sorted out when it changes! 

Note that the verb charter, rather than hire or rent, is used in 
connection with boats or planes, as in charter a yacht. 


VARIABLE VERBS 


Much confusion is caused by irregular verbs. This problem is dealt 
with in quite a lot of detail in Chapter 7, so have a look there for 
further information. Apart from anything else, you will find a helpful 
list of irregular verbs there. The irregular verbs that cause most 
problems, as far as this chapter is concerned, are those which fall 
under rule 5 (see 2) in Chapter 7. 

This section refers to those irregular verbs which have a past 
tense and a past participle which are different from each other and 
different from the infinitive or base form. For example the verb draw 
has the past tense drew and the past participle drawn, the verb 
grow has the past tense grew and the past participle grown and the 
verb swim has the past tense swam and the past participle swum. 


hanged/hung 

One of the most common pair of confused words relating to irregular 
verbs is hanged and hung (see 1). The verb hang has two possible 
past tenses and past participles, hanged and hung. Of these the 
form hung is by far the more common, as in: 


We hung some decorations on the Christmas tree. 


The form hanged is mostly used when related to execution by 
hanging someone from a rope or to suicide by the same means, as 
in: 

The murderer was hanged. 


This error has become so common that the distinction between the 
two words is in real danger of being forgotten. 


got/gotten 

A pair of words relating to irregular verbs has only relatively recently 
started causing confusion. The words are got and gotten (see 1) 
and they are both past participles of the verb get. 

Gotten used to be restricted to American English usage but | 
have noticed an increasing number of writers who are using the 
American version. Admittedly some of them have been writers who 
are publishing their own material as ebooks rather than having it 
carefully edited by trained publishers' editors, but it is certainly a sign 
of the times. See also gotten. 


PERSONAL AND FAMILIAL CONFUSION 


Sometimes problem words are a purely personal thing. Some people 
seem to See similarity, and so confusion, between words when no 
one else can spot this. One person | knew used to use the word 
dislevelled when she meant dishevelled, an adjective used of the 
hair or clothes to describe a state of untidiness. Although she was 
very well educated, she seemed totally unable to take on board that 
dislevelled was not the right word, or even a word at all! 

Then | discovered that her mother, sister and grandmother all 
used the word dislevelled instead of dishevelled. It certainly seems 
to be the case that some word confusion is hereditary. A member of 
one generation gets hold of the wrong word and this is then passed 
down the line to succeeding generations. People learn the wrong 
word at their mother's knee and it sticks. 

Dishevelled is not a word that you use every day, even if you 
come from a particularly untidy family, so it took me quite a long time 
to find this out. The family was generally low on males so | do not 
know if this linguistic habit was restricted to the female line. 

| had another friend who persisted in using the word munificent 
when he meant magnificent. At least munificent is an actual word 
but its meaning is quite far from that of magnificent. 

Munificent is an adjective meaning 'extremely generous' and 
magnificent is an adjective meaning 'impressive' or 'splendid'. 
Again, my friend was a very well-educated person and, indeed, a 
professional writer to trade. Whether or not his linguistic error was 
purely personal or whether it, too, came down through the 
generations | have no means of knowing as | never met any of his 
family. 


PERENNIAL POSERS 


Confusing words can be a purely personal or familial habit. But as far 
as the vast majority of words are concerned, the confusion is not 
restricted to one person or even to a few people. As far as these 
words are concerned, confusion is widespread and the confusion 
continues decade after decade. Some of these words have been 
discussed in what has gone before in this chapter, but that leaves a 
tremendous number of words that have not been covered. 


WHICH WORD? 

Below is a list in alphabetical order of words( see 1, 2, 3) that 
commonly get confused. It is by no means comprehensive, but it will 
at least set you off in the right direction. 


alan 
The indefinite article has the forms a and an. Although these words 
are very small they can cause a great deal of confusion. The form a 
is used before words or abbreviations that are pronounced with an 
initial consonant sound, as in a box; a garden; a UFO; and a wall. 
The form an is used before words that begin with an initial vowel 
sound, as in an apple; an igloo; an IOU and an ostrich. Remember 
that it is the sound of the initial letter and not the spelling that 
determines whether the indefinite article should be a or an. 
The form a is used before words beginning with the /etter u when 
these are pronounced as though they began with the consonant y, 
as in a unit and a union. 


The form an is used before words beginning with the /etter h 
where this is not pronounced, as in an heir and an hour. Formerly 
the form an was commonly used before words beginning with the h 
sound which began with an unstressed syllable, as in an historic 
victory and an hotel, but in modern usage the form a is used in such 
cases, as in a historic victory and a hotel. 


abuse/misuse 
See abuse/misuse in A miscellany of mistakes. 


accessory/accessary 
Although not spelt exactly alike, these words sound alike. 

The noun accessory has two quite distinct meanings. The more 
common meaning is ‘something additional to the main part’ or ‘an 
extra attachment’. It is often used in connection with fashion, 
meaning handbag, shoes, belt, scarf, etc, as in: 


She wore a red dress with black accessories. 


The other meaning of accessory is used to refer to someone who 
helps someone else to do something, often something criminal, as 
in: 

Police say that the bank robber must have had at least 

one accessory. 


What about the noun accessary? Well it was formerly the word used 
to refer to a partner in crime, but now accessory is the more 
common form. In this British English is following the practice of 


American English. You might still come across accessary in some 
formal legal contexts. 


adopted/adoptive 


See adopted/adoptive in A miscellany of mistakes. 


adverse/averse 

These words look and sound quite alike but they are used in quite 
different ways. The adjective adverse usually goes before the 
abstract noun to which it refers, and means 'unfavourable' or 
‘hostile’, as in: 


The last thing we want is adverse publicity for our 
forthcoming exhibition. 


Averse is never placed before the noun to which it refers and is 
followed by the preposition to. Averse to means having a strong 
dislike for, as in: 


They are not averse to the idea but they need more 
information before they make up their minds. 


advice/advise 
These words look and sound quite alike and they both relate to 
telling someone what to do. However, advice is a noun, as in: 


You should seek medical advice right away. 


While advise is a verb, as in: 


| would advise you to make an appointment with a 
doctor right away. 


adviser/advisor 

Both of these spellings for a word meaning 'someone who gives 
advice' are in common use in British English. In American English, 
advisor is the commoner form. Note that the adjective is always 
spelt advisory. 


affect/effect 

These words sound alike, especially when they are spoken quickly 
or carelessly, and they are frequently confused. In meaning they can 
both refer to influence or change, but affect is a verb and effect is a 
noun. 


The verb affect is used in such contexts as: 


How did the war affect the economy? 


While the noun effect is used in such contexts as: 


What was the effect of the war on the economy? 


The word effect can also be used as a verb in formal contexts 
meaning ‘to bring about or ‘carry out’, as in: 


The army effected a quick retreat. 


afterwards/afterward 

Many learners of English learn American English rather than British 
English and it is easy to get confused between the two. In British 
English afterwards is the usual form of the adverb meaning ‘later’ or 
‘after something else has happened’, as in: 


He thought that he had done well in the interview and 
he was told afterwards that he very nearly got the job. 


In American English this adverb often takes the form afterward. 


aggravate/irritate 
See Chapter 1, aggravate/irritate. 


agnostic/atheist 
See atheist/agnostic. 


aisle/isle 

These words are homophones. They have nothing in common 
except their pronunciation and the fact that they are both quite short, 
and yet people frequently muddle them up. Aisle refers to a passage 
between rows of seats in a church, theatre, train, plane, etc, or the 
passageway between display shelving in supermarkets, as in: 


The bride was about to walk down the aisle. 


She pushed her trolley down several of the aisles 
looking for cans of dog food. 


The word isle means ‘island’ and is frequently found in place names 
such as the Isle of Wight or the Isle of Skye. Otherwise it is mostly 
found in literary contexts. 


all right/alright 


There is a considerable dispute going on over the spelling of this 
word. On the one hand we have many, many people who are in the 
all right camp. They learnt from childhood that all right is the 
correct form and that is it as far as they are concerned. They are 
outraged that the spelling alright should even be mentioned. 
However, in the other camp are quite a few people, especially young 
people, who do not seem to realize that there is anything wrong with 
alright and that is the way they spell it. 

Who is right? Well, at the moment the traditionalists are. All right 
is the only spelling that is considered correct, but all that could 
change, particularly in informal contexts. 

Why has the dispute occurred? Well, it probably has something to 
do with words such as already and altogether. Some people think 
that all right should be used to indicate that something is completely 
correct but that alright can be used to mean 'acceptable' or 
‘satisfactory’. But they are wrong — at least for the time being! 


alter/altar 
Of these two homophones alter is by far the more common. It is a 
verb meaning ‘to change’, as in: 


| need to alter this dress slightly. 


They're going to alter the times of the trains from next 
week. 


Alter is frequently confused with altar, a noun common in religious 
contexts and used in the Christian church to mean the table on 
which the bread and wine are blessed in communion services, as in: 


The priest stood before the altar. 


Altar can also be used to refer to a table or other place where 
formerly sacrifices were offered to a god, as in: 


The lamb was killed and put on the altar as an offering 
to the gods. 


altogether/all together 
It is very easy to confuse these words. Altogether can mean 
'completely', as in: 


| can't say I’m altogether happy with the situation. 


It can also mean ‘all in all’, as in: 


The rooms were comfortable, the food was good, the 
staff were polite and altogether it was an excellent hotel. 


All together means ‘at the same time’ or ‘in the same place’, as in: 


It is the first Christmas for many years that we have 
been all together as a family. 


alternate/alternative 
In British English alternative is an adjective which suggests the offer 
of a choice of a second possibility, as in: 


The road is closed but the police have suggested an 
alternative route. 


In American English alternate is often used in this context instead of 
alternative. To some extent the American use of alternate in this 
context is now found in British English also, although alternative 
remains the common British form. 


This should not be confused with alternate meaning 'every other', 
as in: 


We meet for lunch on alternate Saturdays. 


Nor should it be confused with alternate meaning 'happening in 
turns, one after the other', as in: 


The cake has alternate layers of cream and jam. 


amiable/amicable 
Both of these adjectives can mean 'friendly but they are not 
interchangeable. 

Amiable is usually used of people to mean friendly, pleasant and 
likeable, as in: 


He was an amiable young man and all his fellow 
workers got on with him. 


Amicable is usually used to describe friendly relationships or 
dealings with other people, as in: 


I think that husband and wife had both grown tired of 
each other but their separation seems to have been 
quite an amicable affair. 


among/between 

The prepostions among and between may be used interchangeably 
in most contexts. Formerly among was used when referring to three 
or more people or things, as in: 


We divided the remaining food among the five children. 


Between was used only when referring to two people or things, as 
in: 


Sue's parents divided the money between her and her 
brother. 


In modern usage, however, between is often used when referring to 
more than two things (although some people object to this use), as 
in: 

An agreement has been reached between all the states 

of America. 


any more/anymore 
This term meaning ‘any longer’ is often spelt as one word in 
American English, and usually as two words in British English, as in: 


She's giving these clothes away because she doesn't 
wear them any more. 


However, the American way of spelling is spreading to British 
English and becoming more and more common. 


anyone/any one 
Anyone is spelt as one word when it means the same as anybody, 
as in: 


Anyone can succeed in this industry if they work hard 
enough. 


Anyone is used with a singular verb. In modern usage it is 
sometimes followed by a plural personal pronoun or plural 


possessive adjective to avoid sexism, as in: 


Has anyone parked their car in the courtyard? 


Any one is spelt as two words in contexts such as: 


Any one of those dresses would suit you. 


Any one of those college courses would be interesting. 


any place/anyplace 

Formerly in British English the term any place was always written as 
two words and it was considered to be less acceptable, especially in 
formal contexts, than anywhere, as in: 


We can't find any place to stay tonight. 


There are no hotels with vacancies any place in this 
area. 


The expression is much less common and more informal in British 
English than in American English. In American English the 
expression is often spelt as one word, anyplace, and this use is, to 
some extent, now spreading to British English. 


any time/anytime 
Formerly in British English the expression any time was always 
written as two words, as in: 


Please come and See us any time. 


In American English, however, the expression is often spelt as one 
word, anytime, and this use is spreading to British English. 


arbiter/arbitrator 
See arbiter/arbitrator in A miscellany of mistakes. 


atheist/agnostic 

These words do not mean the same but they both relate to the same 
theme, a belief, or rather a non-belief, in God. An atheist is 
someone who does not believe in the existence of God, as in: 


My brother is marrying the daughter of a Church of 
England minister, although he himself is an atheist. 


An agnostic is not quite so certain, being someone who believes 
that it is impossible to know whether God exists or not. However, the 
word is used in a more general sense to refer to someone who 
doubts that God exists, as in: 


He says that scientists deal in facts and as a result 
many of them are agnostics. 


aural/oral see oral/aural 


averse/adverse see adverse/averse 


backward/backwards 
In British English backward is normally used as an adjective, as in: 


She turned away and left without a backward glance. 


The word backwards is usually an adverb, as in: 


He stepped backwards to get away from the heat of the 
bonfire. 


In American English backward is used as an adverb, as in: 


He moved backward into the shadow of the building. 


balk/baulk 
Both these spellings of this verb meaning ‘to stop short of’ or ‘to 
recoil from’ are acceptable, as in: 


We balked/baulked at the idea of paying so much 
money for theatre tickets. 


bated/baited 
In the expression with bated breath meaning ‘to hold one’s breath in 
fear or Suspense’ you wait with bated not baited breath, as in: 


We waited with bated breath for the judges to announce 
the winner of the competition. 


bathroom 

In British English a bathroom is usually a room containing a bath. In 
American English bathroom is often used as the word for a toilet or 
lavatory and this use is now sometimes found in British English. See 
toilet/loo/lavatory. 


because of/due to/owing to 
See Chapter 4, because of/owing to/due to. 


beat/beaten 
These parts of the verb beat are liable to be confused. The word 
beat is the past tense of the verb beat, as in: 


They beat the defending champions easily. 


The word beaten is used as the past participle, as in: 


They have beaten last year's champions. 


See Chapter 7, beat. 


bill/bill 


See bill/bill in Homonyms. 


black 
See Chapter 6, black. 


bow/bow 
These words are homographs. They are spelt the same but 
pronounced differently and have totally different meanings. One 
rhymes with /ow and mow and means, among other things, 'a looped 
knot', as in: 


She tied her daughter's hair ribbon in a bow. 


The other rhymes with cow and how and means the bending of the 
upper body as a mark of respect, as in: 


He sang two songs, gave a quick bow and left the 
stage. 


bridal/bridle 

These words are homophones, being pronounced in the same way 
but with different spelling and different meanings. Bridal is an 
adjective meaning ‘relating to a bride or to a wedding’, as in: 


The bridal car was decorated with white ribbons. 


The word bridle refers to a harness for a horse's head, as in: 


He bought a new bridle for his horse. 


brooch/broach 
These words are also homophones, being pronounced in the same 
way but with different spelling and different meanings. 

Brooch is the commoner of the two words and is a noun referring 
to a piece of jewellery that is pinned to a garment, as in: 


She wore a beautiful diamond brooch in the lapel of her 
jacket. 


Broach is a verb meaning ‘to introduce or mention a subject’, as in: 


He didn't like to broach the subject of the money she 
owed him. 


calf/calf 


See calf/calf. 


canvas/canvass 
These words are spelt slightly differently but are pronounced in the 
same way. 
Canvas is a noun that refers to a kind of heavy coarse cloth that 
is used to make tents, etc, and also used by artists to paint on. 
Canvass is a verb meaning 'to try to get people's votes in an 
election of some kind' as in politicians canvassing for votes. 


can/may 
The verb can is used to indicate either that someone or something is 
able to do something, as in: 


He can ski but not very well. 


The verb may can be used to indicate what is likely or possible, as 
in: 


He may or may not attend the meeting — it depends on 
his other engagements. 


So far so good. The problem is that both may and can are now used 
to mean ‘permitted or allowed to’, as in: 


You may/can go to the party if you are back home by 11 
pm. 


Language purists who do not like language to change dislike can 
being used in this way, but they have lost the battle. For in all but the 
most formal contexts can is now the usual word in this context, as in: 


Can | go now? 


You will still find may being used when people are being 
exceptionally polite, as in: 


How may I help you, sir? 


censor/censure 
These words are closely related and liable to be confused. 

Censor can be a verb meaning ‘to examine letters, publications, 
films, etc, and remove any material that is thought to be unsuitable in 
the circumstances’, as in: 


They censored the soldiers' letters in case they 
mentioned information that would be useful to the 
enemy. 


Censor can also be a noun used to refer to someone who censors 
something, as in: 


He was employed as a censor of soldiers' letters. 


Censure can also act both as a verb and as a noun. As a verb it 
means ‘to criticize or blame someone for something’, as in: 


The young lawyer was censured for his poor handling of 
the case. 


As a noun censure means ‘severe criticism or blame’, as in: 


The government received censure for their unsuccessful 
economic policy. 


centenary/centennial 
Both of these words refer to a hundred-year anniversary. 
Centenary is the usual British English word, as in: 


We are celebrating the centenary of the local school. 


Centennial is used more frequently in American English. 


cheque/check 

Both of these words mean ‘an order to a bank to pay money from a 
person's account’. Cheque is the accepted form in British English, 
as in: 


| don't have enough cash with me so I'll have to pay the 
bill by cheque. 


Check is the accepted American form. Nowadays paying by cheque 
is on the way out as it has largely been replaced with paying by 
credit or debit card. 


chronic/acute 
See chronic/acute. 


city/town 
Nowadays a city is just a place that is larger and more important 
than a town, as in: 


Usually I just shop for new clothes here in the town, but 
if | want something special | go to one of the larger 
shops in the city. 


In Britain the right for a town to be called a city is granted by the king 
or queen, although it is widely assumed that a town has to have a 
cathedral before it can be called a city. Many cities do have 
cathedrals, but this is not essential. 


coloured 
See Chapter 6, coloured. 


complimentary/complementary 
Complimentary is an adjective expressing admiration or praise, as 
in: 


She was flattered by his complimentary remarks. 


When connected with the giving of tickets, products etc, it is often 
used to mean ‘given free’, as in: 


Each copy of the magazine has a complimentary diary 

inside it. 
Complementary is an adjective referring to things that form a useful 
or attractive combination, although they may be quite different, as in: 


She was careful to put together a team of people who 
had complementary skills. 


In modern usage complementary is commonly found in the term 
complementary medicine, which uses treatments that are not part 
of the usual scientific Western medical methods. The term 
emphasizes the fact that its treatments coexist with scientific 


treatments, rather than replacing them, as is the case with 
alternative medicine. 


comprehensible/comprehensive 

These two adjectives are both derived from the verb comprehend, 
but they are not derived from the same sense of that verb. 
Comprehensible means 'able to be understood' as in: 


The child is just learning to speak and what she's saying 
is only comprehensible to her mother. 


It is often found in the negative form incomprehensible, as in: 


Why he suddenly decided to give up such a good job is 
completely incomprehensible. 


Comprehensive means ‘including all or most things’, as in: 


You would be wise to take out fully comprehensive car 
insurance. 


compulsory/compulsive 
See compulsory/compulsive. 


contagious/infectious 

Both these words are adjectives referring to diseases that can be 
passed on from the sufferer to other people. Contagious diseases 
are passed on by direct physical contact, as in: 


He has been told not to attend school as he is suffering 
from a skin disease that is highly contagious. 


Infectious diseases are passed on by airborne microorganisms, as 
in: 


Some infectious diseases, such as measles and 
mumps, are now much rarer as a result of vaccination. 


continual/continuous 
See continual/continuous. 


credible/credulous/incredible 
These adjectives refer to belief but they are quite different in 
meaning. If something is credible it is believable, as in: 


Both their accounts of what had happened sounded 
quite credible, but one of them must have been lying. 


Credulous is used of someone who is too ready to believe that 
whatever they are told is true, as in: 


Only someone as credulous as Tom would believe that 
a car as cheap as that would be in good condition. 


It is very common now for people to use credulous when they really 
mean credible. 
The opposite of credible is incredible, as in: 


It seems incredible that no one stopped to help the 
injured man. 


criteria/criterion 
People often use criteria wrongly as a singular noun but criterion is 
the singular form, as in: 


A good degree is not the only criterion for selecting 
someone for the job. 


Criteria is the plural form, as in: 


He meets all the basic criteria for the job but let's See 
how he does in his interview. 


cue/queue 
Visually these two nouns do not resemble each other at all. 
However, they are pronounced in the same way to rhyme with mew 
and dew. 

Cue has two quite different meanings. In sport it can mean a kind 
of stick used in billiards. In the theatre it can refer to a few words or 
an action that is a signal for another actor to do or say something: 


He stood waiting for his cue to go on stage. 


Forming a queue is something the British are traditionally famous 
for, although | am not sure we are quite so disciplined as we used to 
be. A queue is line of people waiting in an orderly way to buy 
something, get into a building, etc, as in: 


There was a huge queue outside the shop for the 
opening day of their sale. 


Queue can also act as a verb, as in: 


We had to queue for more than an hour to get into the 
pop concert. 


currant/current 
See currant/current in Homophones. 


deceitful/deceptive 
Both of these adjectives are connected with deceiving or misleading 
someone. Deceitful is used of people or their words or actions when 
these are intended to deceive or mislead someone, as in: 

She has always been a very deceitful person and it was 


typical of her not to tell her fiancé the truth about her 
background. 


Deceptive is used to describe things that are likely to mislead 
people, although there may be no dishonest intention involved, as in: 


The cottage looks deceptively small on the outside — it's 
actually very spacious inside. 


delusion/illusion 
These two words are liable to be confused because they are very 
close in meaning. Delusion refers to a false or mistaken belief or 
idea that someone holds about themselves or their situation, as in: 
He is under the delusion that she has fallen in love with 
him. 
Sometimes such an idea or belief can be part of a mental disorder, 
as in: 


She suffers from the delusion that she is Joan of Arc. 


Illusion refers to something that appears to be the case, but is not, 
as in: 


The mountains seemed to be very close but it was an 
optical illusion. 


dependant/dependent 
The noun dependant refers to a person who depends on someone 
else to supply their means of living, as in: 


He said that he would resign from his job tomorrow if he 
could but he has dependants. 


The word dependent is an adjective meaning 'relying on' or 'unable 
to do without’, as in: 


She can't drive any more and she is dependent on her 
neighbour taking her for her hospital appointments. 


Dependent often means ‘relying on someone for financial support’, 
as in: 


He has no dependent relatives. 


Note that in American English both the noun and adjective are spelt 
dependent. 


deprecate/depreciate 

These words look quite alike and they are liable to be confused. The 
word deprecate means ‘to feel or express deep disapproval of’, ‘to 
deplore’ or ‘to condemn’, as in: 


The speaker deprecated the government’s attitude to 
asylum speakers, describing their latest proposals as 
inhuman and totally lacking in compassion or sensitivity. 


The verb depreciate can mean ‘to decrease in value’, as in: 


Shares in the company have depreciated to an all-time 
low. 


The verb depreciate can also mean ‘to belittle or treat as 
insignificant’, as in: 


He was doing his best to speak French, but the teacher 
depreciated his efforts in front of the rest of the class. 


It is this second meaning of depreciate that has become confused 
with that of deprecate and the two are now often used 
interchangeably, although language purists remain opposed to this. 
The change began with the adjective self-deprecating, which 
means ‘modest or playing down your own achievements’, as in he is 
very self-deprecating. 


derisory/derisive 
The adjective derisory is normally used in the sense of 'ridiculously 
small’ or ‘inadequate’, as in: 


The workers say that they have been offered a derisory 
pay rise and they are planning to go on strike. 


The adjective derisive means ‘mocking’, as in: 


The comedian's act was not at all funny and was 
greeted with derisive comments from members of the 
audience. 


desert/dessert 

Desert has the emphasis on the first syllable and, as a noun, it 
refers to an area of land that is very hot and dry, as in the Sahara 
Desert. As a verb desert has the stress on the second syllable and 
means ‘to abandon someone or something’, as in: 


She deserted me when we were out together so | had to 
go home alone. 


The noun dessert has the emphasis on the second syllable and it 
means the last, sweet course of a meal, as in: 


The children all want ice cream for dessert. 


device/devise 

These words look and sound quite alike but they are entirely different 
in meaning. Device is a noun pronounced to rhyme with advice and 
means a tool or gadget, as in: 


Do you have one of those devices for taking the corks 
out of wine bottles? 


Devise is a verb pronounced to rhyme with advise and means 'to 
invent or put together', as in: 


The prisoners of war devised a clever escape plan. 


disc/disk 
These words are liable to cause confusion because of the influence 
of American English. In British English the correct spelling is disc, as 
in: 

He is suffering from a slipped disc and his back is very 

sore. 


But when the word is associated with computers it becomes disk, as 
in disk drive. In American English the word is generally spelt disk 
whatever the meaning. Many British English users are beginning to 
follow suit. See also Chapter 1, disc/disk. 


discreet/discrete 

These adjectives are pronounced the same but spelt differently and 
so are homophones. Discreet is often misspelt as discrete. The 
word discreet is the more common of the two words and, when used 
of a person, means 'careful not to tell secrets' or 'careful not to 
offend or embarrass people’, as in: 


You can safely confide in my mother because she's very 
discreet and won't tell anyone else about your problem. 


When used of behaviour or actions discreet means ‘tactful’ or 
‘careful to avoid attention’, as in: 


Thanks to her discreet handling of the situation, the 
affair was not made public. 


Discrete is a much less common, often technical, adjective meaning 
'separate' or 'distinct, as in discrete particles of the mineral. 


disinterested/uninterested 
See Chapter 1, disinterested/uninterested. 


downward/downwards 
In British English downward is normally used as an adjective, as in: 


The downward escalator is at the back of the store. 
Downwards is used as an adverb in British English, as in: 


He took a few steps downwards from the summit and 
slipped. 


In American English downward is frequently used as an adverb. 


drunk/drunken 

These words are connected with alcoholic intoxication, but they are 
not used interchangeably. The adjective drunk is often used after a 
verb, as in: 


The teenagers got very drunk on cheap cider. 
It often refers to a temporary state of intoxication. 


Drunk can also be used as a noun to describe someone who drinks 
a lot of alcohol and is often drunk, as in: 


The old drunk stopped me and asked for money. 
The adjective drunken is used before a noun, as in: 
He was suffering from a hangover after a drunken party. 


Drunken is often used to describe someone who is in the habit of 
drinking too much and becoming intoxicated, as in: 


The family never have any money because their 
drunken father spends all he earns on alcohol. 


due to/because of/owing to 
See Chapter 4, because of/owing to/due to (see 1). 


each and everyone 
See Chapter 1, each and every. 


economic/economical 


Economic is an adjective referring to the economy or to economics, 
as in: 


I wouldn't open a new business in the present economic 
climate. 


Economical is an adjective meaning 'concerned with using the 
minimum of resources and avoiding waste’, as in: 


He's looking for a small car that's economical to run. 


effect/affect see affect/effect 


e.g./i.e. 

These abbreviations refer to quite different things but they are 
frequently confused, perhaps because not very many people learn 
Latin at school any more. The abbreviation e.g. means 'for example' 
and is short for the Latin expression exempli gratia. The abbreviation 
e.g. is used in such contexts as: 


There are many historical places to visit in London, e.g. 
the Tower of London and the Natural History Museum. 


The abbreviation i.e. is short for the Latin expression id est and 
means ‘that is’. It is used to introduce a brief explanation or 
amplification of what has just been said, as in: 

Before we set up business in here we need to get some 


office equipment, i.e. a computer, a printer and some 
desks. 


Originally both of these abbreviations were spelt with full stops, but 
they are now frequently spelt without them in British English, as in eg 
and ie. 


elder/older 

Elder and older are both adjectives relating to age comparison and 
are sometimes confused. The word elder is used only in comparing 
the ages of people within a group, often a family group, as in: 


John was Anne's elder brother. 


Aunt Jane was my mother's elder sister. 


You can also say: 


She was the elder of my mother's two sisters. 


Elder cannot be followed by than. Older can be used instead of 
elder but it can also be used of things as well as people, as in: 


I prefer older houses. 


Older can be followed by than, as in: 


Their car is even older than mine. 


enquiry/inquiry 

The words enquiry and inquiry can be used interchangeably in 
British English, although inquiry is the standard form in American 
English. Some people, however, prefer to use enquiry in British 
English to refer to an ordinary request for information, as in 


One of the library staff will deal with your enquiry. 


Inquiry is used for a formal investigation of some kind, as in: 


Police are interviewing him as part of a murder inquiry. 


envelope/envelop 

These words look quite alike but they are pronounced differently and 
they have different meanings. The emphasis is on the first syllable of 
the noun envelope, which is a folded paper container in which you 
send a letter or card, as in: 


| need an envelope for this birthday card. 


The emphasis is on the second syllable of envelop, which is a verb 
meaning 'to enclose or surround', as in: 


The grandmother enveloped her grandson in a big hug. 


Note that the past tense and present participle of the verb envelop 
are spelt with a single p, as in enveloped and enveloping. 


—ess 
See Chapter 6, —-ess. 


every day/leveryday 
When this expression is used to mean 'daily' it is spelt as two words, 
as in: 


She goes to the gym at least once every day. 


It is spelt as one word when it is used as an adjective to mean 
'completely ordinary', as in: 


It’s a nice enough everyday dress but | want something 
special to wear for the wedding. 


Perhaps under the influence of such expressions as any 
more/anymore, the distinction between every day and everyday is 
beginning to fade slightly and everyday is beginning to be used for 
both meanings. However, there is quite a long way to go before this 
is declared correct and acceptable and it will meet many protests 
along the way. 


everyone/everybody/no one 
See Chapter 1, everyone/everybody/no one. 


extant/extinct 
The adjectives extant and extinct are opposites. Extant means ‘still 
in existence’, as in: 


These are some of the traditions extant in the area 
around here. 


Extinct means ‘no longer in existence’, as in: 


There are quite a few theories about why dinosaurs 
became extinct. 


extrovert/extravert/introvert 
Extravert is the original spelling but extrovert is now the more 
common spelling. 

Extrovert refers to someone who is more concerned with what is 
going on around them than with their own thoughts and feelings, and 


more particularly someone who is lively, confident and sociable, as 
in: 


Our first two guests are both extroverts so they should 
get the party off to a good start. 


The opposite is introvert which refers to someone who is 
preoccupied with their own thoughts and feelings, particularly 
someone who is withdrawn and unsociable, as in: 


He's an introvert who prefers his own company to that 
of other people. 


farther/further 
Both farther and further can be used to refer to physical distance, 
as in: 


The hotel is much farther from the city centre than we 
were told. 


My house is a bit further down this road. 


However, only further is used in other senses, as in: 


The police officer said that he would take no further 
questions from members of the press. 


The verb form is also always further, as in: 


The rebels vowed to further the cause of freedom. 


female/lady/woman 
See lady/woman/female in Chapter 6. 


female as a noun 
See female as a noun in Chapter 6. 


fewer/less 
Fewer, the comparative form of few, means ‘a smaller number of’, 
as in: 


Fewer students than usual have signed up for this 
course. 


Less, the comparative form of little, means ‘a smaller amount than’, 
as in: 

Tell the children to make less noise. 
It is becoming common, especially in informal contexts, to use less 


in many cases where fewer is correct, although this use is 
ungrammatical and should be avoided in formal contexts. 


first/firstly 
When mentioning items in a list the first item may be preceded by 
either firstly or first, as in: 


There are several reasons for my refusal to go: 
firstly/first | am much too busy to attend ... 


Formerly firstly was considered unacceptable in this context. 


flu 
Formerly this word was preceded by an apostrophe and spelt "flu. 
This was to show that the word is a shortened form of influenza, but 


the apostrophe is no longer commonly used. The long form, 
influenza, is only used in very formal or technical contexts. 


forbear/forebear 

The verb forbear is pronounced with the stress on the second 
syllable and it means 'to refrain from doing something'. It is mostly 
used in formal contexts, as in: 


I shall forbear from punishing the students in the 
circumstances. 


The noun forebear is pronounced with the stress on the first syllable 
and can also be spelt forbear. It is used to refer to an ancestor, as 
in: 


Some of our forebears probably lived in these ruins. 


for ever/forever 
The two-word version of this expression is often used to emphasize 
that something is for all time, as in: 


He said he would love her for ever. 


In the sense of 'continually or without stopping' the expression is 
usually written as one word, as in: 


The child is forever asking for sweets. 


fortuitous/fortunate 
See Chapter 1, fortuitous/fortunate. 


forward/forwards 

In British English forward is used as an adjective, as in a forward 
motion and some forward planning is required. Forward and 
forwards can be used as adverbs, meaning ‘towards the front’, as in 
step forward and move forwards. However, in idiomatic phrasal 
verbs such as put forward a motion and asking witnesses to come 
forward, the word forwards is not used. 


gaol/jail see jail/gaol 


gay 
See Chapter 1, gay. 


gipsy/gypsy 

Both these spellings are acceptable, although some people object to 
this word however it is spelt, regarding it as offensive. It is accepted 
by some when spelt with a capital as in Gypsy. An alternative word 
is Traveller, although this is often used to refer to a wider range of 
people than Gypsies who are Romany in origin, including, for 
example, Irish Travellers. The approved modern alternative preferred 
by many in Europe is Roma. 


girl 
See Chapter 6, Girl. 


gorilla/guerrilla see guerrilla/guerilla/gorilla 


got/gotten 
See got/gotten (see 1). 


gourmet, gourmand 
These two words are sometimes confused. They are both connected 
with food, but the word gourmet is a complimentary term used to 
describe someone who likes food and who is knowledgeable about 
it. 

A gourmand also likes food, but is concerned with the amount of 
it that can be eaten, rather than with the quality of it. Gourmand 
means much the same as glutton, but does not sound so insulting! 


guerrilla/guerilla/gorilla 

These words are often pronounced in the same way although they 

are spelt quite differently and have completely different meanings. 
Guerrilla, which has the alternative spelling guerilla, means a 

member of a small unofficial group of fighters, as in: 


The soldiers were set upon by a band of guerrillas in the 
mountain pass. 


Gorilla is the name for the largest of the apes native to central 
Africa, as in: 


The habitat of some gorilla species is being destroyed. 


gypsy/gipsy see gipsy/gypsy 


hanged/hung 


See hanged/hung (see 1). 


heal/heel 


See heal/heel. 


he and him 
See Chapter 1, he and him (see 2). 


hear/here 
See hear/here. 


hire/rent 
See hire/rent. 


his and their 
See Chapter 1, his and their (see 2). 


historic/historical 
See Chapter 1, historic/historical. 


hoard/horde 
These words are homophones since they sound alike but have 
different meanings. Hoard is a noun meaning ‘a store or collection of 
something’, as in: 


She was supposed to be on a Strict diet but she kept a 
hoard of chocolate bars in her bedroom. 


Horde is a disapproving word used to refer to a very large group of 
people, as in: 


The resort is a restful place in the winter but hordes of 
tourists flock to it in the summer. 


holiday/vacation see vacation/holiday 


hung/hanged see hanged/hung 


hyper-/hypo- 
These prefixes are liable to be confused. Although they sound 
similar they are opposite in meaning. 

Hyper- means ‘above’, ‘over,’ or ‘in excess’, as in: 


The child was said to be hyperactive. 


Hypo- means ‘under’, ‘beneath’, as in: 


She has to inject insulin with a hypodermic syringe. 
Hypothermia is a medical condition in which the body 
temperature is much lower than normal. 


l.e./e.g. see e.g./i.e. 


illegible/eligible 


These two words are liable to be confused, mainly because they 
sound similar, but they have entirely different meanings. 
Illegible means ‘impossible to read’, as in: 


| hope he types the information | asked for because his 
handwriting is virtually illegible. 


Eligible means ‘suitable’ or ‘having the right qualifications’, as in: 


She was pleased to find out that she was eligible for a 
scholarship. 


illusion/delusion see delusion/illusion 


immigrant/emigrant 
These words are liable to be confused. This is quite understandable 
as the two words can refer to the same person, looked at from two 
different viewpoints. The word immigrant concentrates on people 
arriving in a new land, as in: 


There were many Irish immigrants in America following 
the potato famine in Ireland. 


The word emigrant concentrates on people leaving their native land, 
as in: 
Many of the Irish people who left their native shore were 


reluctant emigrants, but they travelled to Britain and 
America to avoid starvation. 


immoral/immortal 
See immoral/immortal. 


imply/infer 


Imply means ‘to suggest something in an indirect way’, as in: 


He didn't actually accuse the student of cheating 
outright, but he implied it. 


Infer means ‘to deduce something’ or ‘to conclude that something is 
true’, as in: 


We inferred from the report that the hospital was almost 
certain to close. 


Nowadays infer is often used when the correct word is imply, as in: 


He inferred that he would be leaving the job shortly. 


This is incorrect and should read: 


He implied that he would be leaving the job shortly. 


impracticable/impractical/practicable/practical 
The words impracticable and impractical are similar in meaning, 
but they are not interchangeable. 

impracticable means ‘not able to be put into practice’ or 
‘unworkable’, as in: 


He persuaded several people that the scheme was a 
good idea but it was so expensive that it was completely 
impracticable. 


Impractical means ‘not sensible’ or ‘unrealistic’, as in: 


He has come up with various money-making ideas but 
all of them are impractical. 


Practicable and practical are the positive forms of these words, as 
in: 


Do you think it is practicable to build a house halfway up 
a mountain? 


A two-seater car like that's not very practical when you 
have two children. 


indexes/indices 
The noun index has two possible plural forms, indexes and indices. 
The word indexes is the usual plural form in most contexts, as in: 


Her job is to compile indexes for reference books. 


The word indices is mostly restricted to technical or mathematical 
contexts. 


individual 

The word individual means ‘a person’, but it can only be used in 
certain contexts. Individual is often used in a context in which a 
single person is contrasted with a group, as in: 


We must give some thought to the rights of the 
individual as well as concerning ourselves with the 
nation as a whole. 


The word individual is sometimes used in a derogatory or insulting 
way, as in: 


She was very nice but I always thought her husband 
was a most unpleasant individual. 


industrial/industrious 
See industrial/industrious. 


infectious/contagious see contagious/infectious 


infer/imply see imply/infer 


inflammable/flammable/non-flammable 
The two words inflammable and flammable both mean ‘capable of 
burning’ or ‘easily set on fire’, as in: 


Children’s nightclothes should not be made of 
inflammable/flammable material. 


It is a common error to think that inflammable means the opposite, 
i.e. ‘not capable of burning’, because in- words, are often negative, 
as in incredible, but the word for this is non-flammable. 


ingenious/ingenuous 
These words are frequently confused although they are neither spelt 
the same way nor pronounced the same way and their meanings are 
entirely different. The e of the word ingenious is pronounced like the 
double e in the word seen, while the e of the word ingenuous is 
pronounced like the e in the word egg. 

As to meaning, ingenious means ‘clever, especially in an 
inventive or unusual way’, as in: 


She's a brilliant cook and finds a great many ingenious 
ways to use up left-over food. 


Ingenuous means naive or innocent, as in: 


His latest girlfriend is very young and too ingenuous to 
realize that he is a real womanizer. 


—ise/-ize see —ize/—ise 


isle/aisle see aisle/isle 


its/it's 
These two little words are among the most often confused. Its is the 
possessive form of it and so it is used in such contexts as: 


The dog has injured its paw. 


The holiday resort has lost its appeal for them. 


Note that its in this context does not have an apostrophe although 
an apostrophe is often used to show possession. 

However, there is an apostrophe in it's, which is a contraction of it 
is, as in: 


It's (it is) difficult to find a decent restaurant around 
here. 


It's (it is) getting late and it's (it is) time | was getting 
home. 


—ize/—ise 

Either of these verb endings is correct in British English, with a few 
exceptions. In American English the —ize ending is the standard 
spelling and many British English dictionaries and reference books 
also use this spelling. 

However, as long as British English users are consistent in their 
use of -ize or -ise it usually does not matter which they use. Note 
that there are some words in British English where the —ize spelling 
should not be used. These include advertise, advise, chastise, 
comprise, compromise, exercise, improvise, revise, supervise, 
surmise, surprise and televise. 


jail/gaol 
Both of these are acceptable spellings of the word for 'prison', 
although jail is the more common spelling. 


jewellery/jewelery 

Both of these are acceptable spellings in British English, although 
jewellery is the more common spelling. In American English 
jewelery is the standard spelling. 


judgement/judgment 

Both of these forms are considered acceptable. Judgement is more 
common in British English, and judgment is more common in 
American English. 


lady/woman/female 


See Chapter 6, Lady/woman/female (see 1). 


lay/lie 
These words can cause confusion. Not only are their meanings 
related, but the past tense of the word lie is lay. This is, indeed, a 
recipe for confusion! 

The verb lay takes a direct object and means ‘to put or place 
something down’, as in: 


The doctor asked them to lay the injured man on the 
stretcher. 


The verb lie, which gets confused with the verb lay, does not take a 
direct object and means ‘to rest on something in a horizontal 
position’, as in: 


| feel faint and need to lie on the sofa. 
The past tense of lay is laid, as in: 
We laid the baby on the bed. 
The past tense of lie in this context is lay, as in: 
He lay on the bed, groaning with pain. 
The past participle of lay is laid, as in: 
We had laid the baby on the bed. 
The past participle of lie is lain, as in: 


The lion had lain in wait unnoticed by its prey. 


Just to add more confusion, there is another verb to lie which means 
to tell untruths'. Fortunately, neither its past tense nor its past 
participle causes any problems, both being formed regularly as lied. 


lead/lead 
See lead/lead. 


learn/teach 

The word learn is sometimes used wrongly instead of teach. If you 
are giving information or instruction about something to someone 
you teach them, as in: 


She teaches English to Spanish students. 


When you are gaining information or knowledge or getting instruction 
about something you learn something, as in: 


The French student has gone to live with a family in 
London in order to learn English. 


lend/loan 
The word lend is used as a verb and means 'to give someone the 
temporary use of’, as in: 


lm sure he'll lend you the book which you need for your 
homework assignment. 


The verb loan is commonly used in American English in the above 
context, but in British English loan is mostly used with reference to 
the lending of reasonably large sums of money, valuable works of 
art, etc, as in: 


The bank has agreed to loan us the money to start our 
new business. 


Lend is also commonly used in this context. 
The word loan is also used as a noun, as in: 


We have to repay the bank loan by the end of the year. 


It is not correct English to use lend as a noun, although some people 
do so in informal contexts. 


less/fewer see fewer/less 


libel/slander 
Both libel and slander are nouns that refer to untrue statements 
intended to give people a bad opinion of someone. 

In libel such statements are written down or printed, as in: 


She is suing the newspaper on the grounds of libel 
since one of their reporters wrongly accused her of 
being drunk and disorderly in a night club. 


In slander the statements are spoken, as in: 


She is guilty of slander if she told you that he deserted 
his wife and children. He's not even married. 


Both libel and slander can also be used as verbs. 


licence/license 


These words are often wrongly used. In British English licence is a 
noun, as in: 


The police officer asked to See his driving licence. 


The shopkeeper has applied for a licence to sell alcohol. 


Note the spelling of off-licence, which is a noun referring to 
premises in the UK where you can buy bottles or cans of alcoholic 
drinks to take away. 

License is a verb, as in: 


The organizers of the event are not licensed to sell 
alcohol. 


The past participle form licensed is often used as an adjective, as in 
licensed grocer and licensed restaurant and this is often wrongly 
written as licenced. In American English things are simpler because 
both the noun and the verb are spelt license. 


loan/lend see lend/loan 


lose/loser/loose/looser 
The words lose and loose are sometimes confused although they 
are neither spelt in the same way nor pronounced in the same way. 
Lose is spelt with only one o and is pronounced to rhyme with 
whose, while loose is spelt with double o and is pronounced to 
rhyme with goose. 

Lose is a verb meaning 'to be unable to find something' as in: 


If you lose your credit card you should ring your bank 
right away. 


It can also mean 'to fail to win', as in: 


If you lose this match you'll be out of the competition. 


A loser is someone who fails to win, although it is often used to refer 
to someone who never seems to win or be successful in life in 
general, as in: 


How did such a successful businesswoman come to 
marry such a loser? 


Loose is an adjective meaning 'not tight', as in: 


She's lost some weight and her clothes are now a bit 
loose. 


If something is looser than it was before it is not so tight or close- 
fitting. 


-man 
See Removing —man in Chapter 6. 


mankind 
See Is mankind no more? in Chapter 6. 


masterly/masterful 
These adjectives are both derived from the noun master but they 
have different meanings. 

Masterly means 'very skilful', as in: 


The audience applauded a masterly performance by the 
orchestra. 


Masterful means ‘showing strength or dominance’, as in: 


He thought he was being masterful, but she thought he 
was being a bully. 


metre/meter 
These words are liable to be confused. In British English a metre is 
the basic metric measurement of length, being also used in such 
derived forms as kilometre and millimetre. 
Meter is a measuring instrument, as in gas meter, speedometer. 
Note that in American English both the measurement and the 
measuring intruments are spelt meter. 


migrant 
A migrant is someone who travels from one place or country to 
another, often in order to try to find work, as in: 


The farmer employed several migrants from eastern 
Europe. 


Migrant can also be used as an adjective, as in migrant workers. It 
is also used frequently to refer to birds travelling from place to place 
according to the season of the year, as in: 


Swallows are migrants to Britain during the summer 
months. 


Migrant is liable to be confused with immigrant and emigrant. See 
immigrant/emigrant. 


minute/minute 
See minute/minute. 


misuse/abuse see abuse/misuse (see 1) 


momentary/momentous 
These two adjectives are both derived from the noun moment, but 
they are connected with different meanings of moment. The stress 
on momentary is on the first syllable and the stress on momentous 
is on the second syllable. 

Momentary comes from the common ‘time’ meaning of moment, 
i.e. ‘a very short time’, and it means ‘lasting a very short time’, as in: 


The chess player had a momentary failure of 
concentration, but then he began to play better than 
ever. 


Momentous comes from a less common meaning of moment, i.e. 
‘importance’ or ‘significance’, and means ‘very significant or having 
far-reaching consequences’, as in: 


It was a momentous decision to invade another country, 
and one that the president was to regret. 


moral/morale 
Although these words are pronounced in different ways and have 
totally different meanings the fact that they look quite alike makes 
them easily confused. 

Moral is most commonly an adjective and means ‘referring to the 
principles of right and wrong’, as in: 


Their mother is a very moral person and yet both her 
sons are criminals. 


He had a moral responsibility to look after the children in 
his care. 


Moral as a noun is used to refer to a lesson on how to behave or 
act, often one which you learn from reading a story, as in: 


There is often a moral in the stories from Aesop's 
Fables. 


Morale refers to how members of a group are feeling and the extent 
of their confidence and optimism, as in: 


After their election victory, morale in the political party is 
at an all-time high. 


nauseous 
See Chapter 1, nauseous. 


next/this 
The adjective next in one of its senses is used to refer to the day of 
the week, the month of the year, etc, that will follow, as in: 


l' See you next Tuesday. 


The adjective this can also be used in this way and this can give rise 
to ambiguity. For example, some people use this to refer to the very 
next Tuesday, reserving next for the Tuesday after that. Others use 
next for both. In order to avoid this ambiguity it is best to specify 
exactly what day or date you are referring to. 


non-flammable see flammable/inflammable 


obscene/pornographic 

These words are not interchangeable, although they are both often 

used of literature that is of a sexual nature and can give offence. 
Obscene means connected with sex in a way that is considered 

indecent or offensive according to usual standards, as in: 


The women were shocked by the obscene graffiti on the 
bus shelter. 


Obscene is now frequently used loosely to mean ‘disgusting’, 
‘repulsive’ or ‘abominable’ in contexts that have nothing to do with 
Sex, as in: 


Some people feel that senior executives in banking 
sometimes earn an obscene amount of money. 


Pornographic is used of magazines, films, etc, that are intended to 
arouse sexual excitement, often by showing sexual acts and imagery 
which many people find offensive. Note the letter c in obscene. The 
word is often misspelt. 


of/have 

Of is sometimes used wrongly instead of the verb have in certain 
contexts, perhaps because they sound rather alike when not 
emphasized or pronounced clearly. To write or say should of come 
instead of should have come or must of done instead of must have 
done is becoming more and more common but it is still considered 
wrong. 


off/from 

The word off is used by some people instead of from in certain 
contexts, for example when they wish to indicate where they 
acquired something, as in: 


| certainly wouldn't buy a second-hand car off him. 


This use is incorrect and should be avoided, especially in formal 
contexts. 


off + of 
Some people wrongly use off followed by of when only off is 
necessary, as in: 


The cat jumped off of the table and ran out the door. 


older/elder see elder/older 


one/you see you/one 


oral/aural (see 1) 
These words are liable to be confused. This is not surprising 
because they sound the same and they both refer to parts of the 
body involved in communication. 

Aural means 'relating to the sense of hearing'. For example, in an 
aural comprehension test the test is read out to the students so that 
they have to understand it through hearing before answering the 


questions, usually in writing. The word aural can also refer to the 
ear, but usually only in technical or formal contexts. 

Oral means ‘referring to speech’. In an oral test the questions and 
answers are all spoken. Oral is also used to mean ‘referring to the 
mouth', as in oral hygiene. 


oral/verbal see verbal/oral 


orientate/orient 
Both of these forms are considered acceptable in British English in 
the sense of 'to get your bearings', although orientate is the more 
commonly used, as in: 


The mist was coming down and it was becoming 
increasingly difficult to orientate themselves on the 
mountain slopes. 


In American English the standard form is orient. 


outdoor/outdoors 
These words refer to the same thing, but they are different parts of 
speech. Outdoor is used as an adjective, as in: 


They try to persuade their children to get involved in 
outdoor sports at the weekend and during the holidays. 


Outdoors is used as an adverb, as in: 


It’s not often warm enough to eat outdoors in this 
climate. 


outward/outwards 

These words both mean 'towards the outside', but they are not 
generally considered to be interchangeable in British English. 
Outward is used as an adjective, as in: 


The train on the outward journey was very late, but it 
was on time on the way back. 


Outwards is used as an adverb, as in: 


The dancers stood with their toes pointing outwards. 


In American English outward can be used both as an adjective and 
an adverb. 


partner 
See Partners or what? in Chapter 6. 


passed/past 
These words sound alike and are homophones which are liable to be 
confused. 

The word passed is the past tense and past participle of the verb 
pass, as in: 


We passed the school on our way here. 
The word past can be a noun, as in: 

You must try to forget the past. 
It can be an adjective, as in: 


He seems to have forgotten all about his past crimes. 


Past can also act as a preposition, as in: 


We must have driven past the church without noticing it. 


It can be an adverb, as in: 


| looked out of the window and saw them walking past. 


person 
See Chapter 6, Person. 


persecute/prosecute 
See persecute/prosecute. 


phenomenon/phenomena 
People often use phenomena wrongly as a singular noun when it is 
phenomenon that is the singular form, as in: 


There have been many reports of the phenomenon that 
appeared in the sky last night but astronomers are still 
baffled by it. 


pornographic/obscene see 
obscene/pornographic 


practicable/practical see 
impracticable/impractical 


practice/practise 
These words are liable to be confused and used wrongly. Practice is 
a noun, as in: 


He goes to football practice after school on Tuesdays. 


Unfortunately our doctor has moved to a new practice in 
another town. 


Some members of the company were involved in illegal 
practices. 


Practise is the verb form, as in: 
They practise playing the piano every day. 
He is not qualified to practise medicine in this country. 
Note that practise is not one of those verbs in English that can end 


in -ize. Note also that in American English both the noun and verb 
forms are spelt practise. 


precede/proceed 
These words are commonly confused. The word precede means 'to 
go or come in front of someone or something’, as in: 


The staff and sixth-year students preceded the rest of 
the school into the assembly hall. 


The main text of the book was preceded by a short but 
informative introduction. 


Who preceded David Cameron as prime minster of 
Britain? 


The word proceed means ‘to go on’ or ‘to continue’, as in: 


They did not proceed with the changes. 


It also means ‘to make your way’ or ‘to go’, as in: 


You should proceed to Gate 4 immediately. 


prescribe/proscribe 
Prescribe is the more common of these two words and means ‘to 
advise’ or ‘order the use of’, often in a medical context, as in: 


The doctor prescribed a mild sleeping pill for the patient. 


He prescribed a few days of complete bed rest for my 
child. 


Proscribe is used in formal contexts to mean ‘to forbid’, as in: 


The law proscribed the carrying of knives. 


principal/principle 
These two words are pronounced in the same way but are spelt 
differently and have different meanings. 

Principal as an adjective means ‘chief or main’, as in: 


Her principal source of income is child-minding. 


Boredom was the principal reason for him leaving his 
job. 


Principal as a noun refers to the head or leader, as in: 
The principal of the senior school met with the parents. 


Principle is a noun meaning ‘a law’, ‘a basic principle’ or ‘a guiding 
rule’, as in: 


It was against her principles to eat meat. 


The research must be proved to conform with scientific 
principles. 


prostrate/prostate 
These two words are often confused. Prostrate as an adjective 
means ‘lying on the ground facing downwards’, as in: 


The victim of the attack was lying prostrate at the 
entrance to the park. 


It can also mean ‘overcome’ or ‘shocked’, as in: 


She was prostrate with grief when she heard of her 
son’s sudden death. 


Prostrate can also be a verb meaning ‘to throw yourself on the 
ground, as in submission’, as in: 


They were obliged to prostrate themselves before the 
tyrannical president every morning. 


Prostate is a noun which refers to the gland round the neck of a 
man’s bladder, as in: 


He is being treated for prostate cancer. 


queer 
See Chapter 1, queer. 


queue/cue see cue/queue 


rain/reign/rein 
See rain/reign/rein. 


rapt/wrapped 

These words are sometimes confused because they sound alike. 
Rapt is an adjective meaning 'completely engrossed in something', 
as in: 


The children watched with rapt attention while the 
magician performed his tricks. 


Wrapped is the past tense of the verb wrap meaning 'to enfold' or 
‘to cover’, as in: 


She wrapped the gift in tissue paper. 


It is the more figurative use of wrapped that is most likely to be 
confused with rapt, as in: 


She was far too wrapped up in looking after her family 
to want to go out to work. 


—right/rite/write/wright 
See right/rite/write/wright. 


Scottish/Scots/Scotch 

These adjectives all mean ‘of or relating to Scotland’. However, they 
are not interchangeable. Scottish is the most general of these 
adjectives and it can be used in a wide range of contexts, as in: 


Both her grandparents came from Scotland and she is 
very interested in Scottish culture. 


He paints watercolours of the Scottish landscape. 


The adjective Scots tends to be restricted to describing people, 
language or the law, as in a dictionary of the Scots language and in 
Scots law. 

The noun Scots is used to refer to a person who comes from 
Scotland, as in: 


Many Scots emigrated to Canada. 


The noun Scots is also used to refer to the Scots language, as in 
writing in Scots. 

Scotch is the least general of the three adjectives, being 
restricted to a few contexts such as Scotch broth, Scotch mist and, 
the most famous of all, Scotch whisky. Scotch can also be used as a 
noun to mean 'Scotch whisky', although this use is not common in 
Scotland where whisky is simply whisky. 


seasonal/seasonable 

These words are both adjectives formed from the noun season. 
Seasonal means ‘relating to a particular season’, ‘occurring during a 
particular season’ or ‘varying with the seasons’, as in: 


The steak is served with seasonal vegetables. 


Farm work is usually seasonal in that area. 


Seasonable means 'suitable for or appropriate to a particular 
season’, as in: 


The weather this summer has not been very 
seasonable. 


shall/will see will/shall (see 1) 


stationary/stationery 
These words sound alike and are often confused. The adjective 
stationary means ‘standing still’ or ‘not moving’, as in: 


Because of the traffic jam there was a line of stationary 
vehicles along the entire length of the high street. 


The noun stationery refers to materials used in writing, such as 
paper, envelopes, pens, etc, as in: 


The only shop that sells stationery here is the village 
shop and it has a very limited stock. 


An easy way to remember the difference between the words is to 
keep in mind that stationery is sold by a stationer, which, in 
common with words like baker, ends in —er. 


swallow/swallow 
See swallow/swallow. 


swingeing/swinging 

There are both spelling and pronunciation problems connected with 
swingeing, which means ‘extensive and severe’ and is often used in 
a financial context, as in: 


Government ministers are proposing swingeing cuts in 
public spending. 


Note the letter e which differentiates the word from swinging, the 
present participle of the verb swing. Swingeing, unlike swinging, is 
pronounced swin-jing. 


systematic/systemic 
Both these adjectives are connected with the noun system. 
Systematic means ‘well-organized and orderly’, as in: 


The police conducted a systematic search of the house 
and grounds. 


You need to establish a more systematic process for 
selecting new staff. 


Systemic refers to a system and is a much less common word 
sometimes used in error for systematic. Systemic is used mainly in 
scientific or medical contexts, as in: 

Her illness began with an infected finger but it has 

developed into a serious systemic disease of the blood. 


that/which 
That and which are both relative pronouns. That can be used to 
refer to people or things, as in: 


There is the man that | was talking about. 


That pen was very expensive. 


Whereas which can only be used to refer to things or animals and 
not people, as in: 


The cat, which | See every day, lives with John. 


That and which are often used interchangeably as in: 

This is the cake that Mary made. 

This is the cake which Mary made. 
This is not necessarily considered wrong, however, there is a 
distinction to be made: that defines (it appears in a restrictive 


relative clause), and which gives extra information (it appears in a 
non-restrictive relative clause) and is usually preceded by a comma. 


The cake, which Mary made for me, is damaged. 


The boy told me that he was Spanish, which is what I 
thought originally. 


The relative pronoun who can be used instead of that to refer to 
people: 


That is the boy who told me he was Spanish. 


the 

The is the definite article. It is sometimes pronounced thee when it is 
used to refer to someone or something that is unique or of great 
importance, as in: 


You mean you've been on the (thee) Orient Express? 


Avoid using such expressions as the poor and the old, because it is 
insulting to lump people together in that way. It ignores the fact that 
they are individuals. Use poor people and older people instead. 


their/they're 


These words have similar pronunciations and are sometimes 
confused. Their is a possessive pronoun meaning 'belonging to or 
connected with them', as in: 


They have parked their car at the station. 


They're is short for they are, as in: 
They're here now. 


They're too young to learn to drive. 


there/their 
The words there and their are sometimes confused. There means 
'in that place', as in just over there, and in such contexts as: 


There is an excellent library in the town. 


Their is a possessive pronoun meaning 'belonging to or connected 
with them', as in their clothes and their kindness. 


this/next see next/this 


to/too 
These words are sometimes confused. The word to is used as a 
preposition, as in: 


I’m going to the supermarket. 
To is also used with the infinitive of a verb, as in: 


They want to leave. 


The word too can mean ‘also’ or ‘as well’, as in: 


You can come too. 


Or it can mean 'excessively', as in: 


This flat is far too expensive for us. 


toilet/loo/lavatory 

Toilet is the most widely used of these words, although loo is 
becoming more and more widely used, especially in less formal 
situations. The word lavatory is more formal but not often used 
nowadays. Toilet is usually found on relevant signs in public places. 
There are many euphemisms for the word toilet, such as rest room, 
smallest room, little boys’/little girls’ room etc. See bathroom. 


toward/towards 
These two forms of the preposition meaning 'in the direction of 
something or someone’, ‘close or closer to a point in time’ or ‘in 
relation to someone or something' are interchangeable except that in 
British English towards is the more common form, as in walk 
towards them and towards the end of the week. 

In American English toward is the more common form, as in 
coming toward us and toward the end of the week. 


town/city see city/town 


try to/try and 
These two expressions are often interchangeable in modern usage, 
as in: 


Let's try to get this finished today. 
Let's try and get this finished today. 


Formerly try and was considered to be unacceptable in all but very 
informal or colloquial contexts, try to being the acceptable form. 
Now try and is acceptable in all but the most formal written contexts. 


uninterested/disinterested see 
disinterested/uninterested (see 1) 


until/till 
These words mean the same, but until tends to be used in more 
formal contexts and till is usually used in speech. 


up/upon 
These words mean the same, but upon tends to be used in more 
formal contexts. 


upward/upwards 

In British English upward is usually used as an adjective, as in the 
upward escalator and upwards as an adverb, as in pointing 
upwards. In American English upward is frequently used as an 
adverb. 


vacation/holiday 
In British English the word holiday is in general common use, as in: 


They always go to France for their annual holiday. 


In American English the word vacation is used in this way, as in 
their annual vacation. In British English vacation is mostly used to 
refer to university and college holidays, as in: 


Many students work in bars in their summer vacation. 


Vacation is sometimes used in British English in commercial 
contexts, as in: 


We specialize in long-haul vacations. 


verbal/oral 
There is a certain amount of ambiguity associated with the use of the 
word verbal. It can mean ‘expressed in words’ in writing and in 
speech, as in: 


She made no verbal comment about the food although 
she looked at it with disgust. 


However, verbal is often used to refer to something that is spoken 
and not written down, as in: 


Although we had a verbal agreement, we didn't put 
anything in writing. 


If you are referring to something that is spoken rather than written, 
and if there is any possibility of ambiguity from the context, it is best 
to use the word oral, which can mean 'expressed in speech'. See 
oral/aural (see 1). 


whisky/whiskey 

Both refer to the strong alcoholic drink made from grain. The usual 
British English spelling is whisky, especially when this is made in 
Scotland. The Irish form of the drink is often spelt whiskey, and 
whiskey is the common American English spelling of both the 
Scottish and lrish drinks. 


whom/who 
The word whom is used as the object of a verb or preposition, as in: 


Whom did he choose as his assistant? 


To whom did he leave his house? 


Whereas the word who is used as the subject, as in: 


Who said that? 


However, in modern usage who is increasingly being used instead of 
whom (except in very formal contexts) in situations where this is 
technically ungrammatical, as in: 


Who did he choose as his assistant? 


Who did he leave the house to? 


whose/who's 
These words sound alike and cause a good deal of confusion. The 
word whose means 'of whom' or 'of which', as in: 


The employee whose wife has just had a baby has 
taken paternity leave. 


Whose bike is this? 


The word who's is short for who is, as in: 


Who's giving the after-dinner speech? 


Who's the woman wearing the bright red dress? 


Will/shall 

The future tense of verbs is formed by using will or shall (see 1), or 
a contracted form of these, with the infinitive form of the main verb, 
as in: 


The new shop will open for business next week. 


We'll start work tomorrow. 


Formerly, the verb shall was always used with / and we and will with 
you, he/she/it and they, as in: 


I shall deliver the goods tomorrow. 


She will start her duties next week. 


There was an exception to this. Will was used with / and we and 
shall was used with the other personal pronouns when a firm 
intention was being expressed, as in: 


Believe me, | will finish this in time. 


My wife shall have that diamond necklace, however 
much it costs. 


In modern usage a change has occurred. The verb will is now 
commonly used in most contexts. 

The word shall is sometimes used when questions are being 
asked or suggestions being made when these relate to the 
immediate situation, as in: 


Shall | proceed? 
Shall we get going? 


In informal and relatively informal contexts the contracted form is 
used, as in: 


Who'll go first? 


What'll you have? 


woman/lady/female 
See lady/woman/female (see 2) in Chapter 6. 


wrapped/rapt see rapt/wrapped 


you/one 

Both of the pronouns you and one can be used to refer to an 
indefinite person or people in general. You is the pronoun you would 
use most often for this purpose, as in: 


You need to book a seat when you buy your train ticket. 


You learn a foreign language more quickly if you spend 
some time in the country where it is spoken. 


You must buy a ticket before you board the train. 


The pronoun one was used formerly in these and other contexts, as 
in: 
One must guard against pickpockets in the market. 


Now, however, one is usually restricted to very formal contexts, as 


in: 
Etiquette demands that one must curtsey when being 
introduced to the Queen. 

your/you're 


These words sound alike and they are commonly confused. The 
word your is a possessive pronoun meaning ‘belonging to or 
connected with you', as in: 


| forgot to give you your pen back. 


It was definitely your mistake. 


The word you're is short for you are, as in: 


You're looking very cheerful today. 


You're really too ill to go to work today. 
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PUTTING IT IN WRITING 


Many of us use mobile phones to communicate with each other, 
whether this be for social or business purposes. When we do resort 
to using the written word this often takes the form of texting. 
Because of the small screen size on which texts are sent and 
received, texting tends to make great use of abbreviations, often 
based on the sound of individual letters and numbers. Thus B4 
means ‘before’ and CUI8r means ‘See you later’. There is even an 
abbreviation for the ubiquitous cliché ‘at the end of the day’. This 
becomes @TEOTD. 

There is a concern that texting is having an unfortunate effect on 
the spelling of some people who do not communicate very often in a 
more formal way, The truth is that fewer and fewer of us are regularly 
exchanging information by means of formal written communications. 
Here are some tips just to remind you how ‘to put it in writing’: 

e Think before you write. If you rush straight into print without 
thinking about what you want to say, you are liable to ramble. 


There is nothing like a piece of unconstructed rambling to put the 
reader off. 

e |f you are writing something that is particularly important write 
down a few notes first. These help you to marshal your thoughts 
and will act as guidelines if at any point you forget what you were 
going to say. 


Make sure that you have spelt all the words correctly. Remember 
that you cannot always rely on your computer's spell-checker. It 
might indicate that there was correct in a situation when you 
meant their. 


Be consistent with your spelling. For example, if you choose to 
use the —ise ending in verbs instead of the —ize ending, be sure to 
use it in all relevant verbs throughout your piece of writing. 

Do not mix up British English spelling and American English 
spelling or British and American vocabulary in one piece of 
writing. There are major differences between the two. You need to 
opt for one and stick to it. 

Make sure that you have inserted the appropriate punctuation. 
Remember, in particular, to start a sentence with a capital letter 
and to end it with a full stop, question mark or exclamation mark. 
Use exclamation marks very sparingly. Remember to put 
apostrophes in the correct place. 


If you include information that is additional to the main statement 
of a sentence be sure to separate off the additional text by means 
of a pair of commas, a pair of brackets or a pair of dashes. 
Commas are the least intrusive. Use dashes sparingly at all times. 
It is very tempting to overdo their use and they can seem very 
intrusive. 

Make sure that you have used the correct word. Some words are 
so alike in some way that they are easily confused. It is worth 
checking that you have made the right choice. 


In a formal piece of writing do not use contracted forms such as 
don't, isn't, you're and he'll. Use the full forms, as in do not, is not, 
you are and he will. 

Avoid using clichés in a formal piece of writing. They have their 
place in spoken English and in informal written English, but, even 
there, they should not be overused. 
Avoid using colloquialisms and slang in formal pieces of writing. 
Avoid using jargon unless you happen to be writing to a work 
colleague or to someone who does the same kind of work as you 
do, in which case you will both be familiar with the jargon used in 


your workplace. Do not inflict jargon on others who may not be 
familiar with the words or their meanings. 
Avoid using words, such as epic and iconic, that are already so 
over-used that they have become virtually meaningless. 
Do not try to be too clever in your choice of words. For example, 
the verb use is fine in most contexts and you do not have to seek 
out such expressions as utilize or put into service. Avoid using 
difficult words that you might not know the meaning of, especially 
if you are simply trying to impress. You might well end up 
sounding pompous rather than impressive. 

Avoid being long-winded. Aim for conciseness and simplicity, 
especially if the purpose of your piece of writing is to convey 
information. Your aim should be to make your work as 
comprehensible and accessible as possible. 

Keep your sentences and paragraphs reasonably short and clear. 

If you are aiming to produce a piece of writing that is more stylish 
and interesting than something that just conveys information, try 
adding some variety. Vary the length of your sentences and 
introduce a range of conjunctions. Do not stick solely to the use of 
and and but. Do not always begin your sentences with a main 
clause. Remember that it is acceptable now to have paragraphs 
of two sentences, or even one, if you are doing this to achieve a 
particular effect. 


If you choose to use an idiom make sure you have got the 
wording right. For example, if you want to use the idiom a shot 
across your bows, which means ‘something given as a warning’, 
check that you have not used the word boughs instead of the 
word bows in error. Because idioms are often used in spoken 
English it is common not to know how to spell some of their key 
words. Also make sure you have the meaning correct. Some 
idioms develop more than one meaning and this can cause 
confusion. For example, the phrase gunning for someone or 
something originally meant 'planning to harm someone or 
something’. Now it can also mean ‘very anxious to achieve 
something', such as a particular job. This meaning is now the 
more popular and this can cause confusion. 


. Avoid redundant words. For example, in the expression a 
necessary requisite the adjective necessary is redundant as the 
noun requisite already covers the notion of being necessary. This 
is also called tautology, i.e. the use of more than one word to 
convey the same idea. 


If you have taken on board the contents of this book, you should now 
be armed with enough knowledge on the intricacies of English usage 
to write well and confidently. Good luck! 
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PREFACE: 


The object of this book is to present in convenient 
form matter for teaching adult foreigners the con- 
structions of English sentences and for teaching them 
at the same time an English vocabulary of the kind 
required by beginners. 

There being no necessary logical arrangement, 
the chief usages of English speech are presented. 
in the order that seems best adapted to the require- 
ments of teaching. The matter of the book has 
been arranged so that each lesson shall introduce 
only one new feature, apart of course from new words, 
and at the same time shall repeat, in forms varying to 
meet the requirements of drill, words and construc- 
tions previously learned. 

The thought expressed by the English sentences 
used in the first two parts of the book can be readily 
communicated to the pupils by the use of objects, 
gestures, motions, and signs, and always should be so 
communicated when being presented for the first 
time. In the early stages of the instruction many 
of the most important processes of learning oral 
and written speech must of necessity take place in 
the presence of the teacher and under her immediate 
observation and control. While these are going on, 
however, the teacher need utter no words, and in- 
deed should utter none, except what are required 
to make the original utterance of the English phrase 
or sentence that is being taught, and except what are 
necessary afterward to repeat it from time to time at 
the proper moment in order to correct the learner's 
pronunciation and to reinforce his new impression. 
If the recitation is rightly conducted, no talk by the 
teacher is ever required to arouse interest or hold 
attention. Oral explanations and suggestions made 


iv BPRERACE 


while the main objects of the lesson are the center of 
attention may be dispensed with altogether; and if 
offered, they usually come as a distraction and a 
distinct hindrance to learning. But the zealous 
teacher particularly, although she may know this, 
often finds it difficult to refrain from attempting such 
assistance. So important is it, indeed, to avoid divert- 
ing and confusing the learner’s attention at this time 
that the lack of a convenient medium of oral com- 
munication between the teacher and the learner seems 
to be, on the whole, not a hindrance, but an aid to 
teaching; it helps to keep the teacher quiet while these 
important learning processes are going on, and results 
in allowing the learner’s attention to be riveted to the 
thought and English expression alone. Accordingly 
the direct route to the end aimed at in the first stage 
of the instruction is through thought suitable to teach- 
ing, exhibited by means of concrete acts without com- 
ment. 

In the matter of the selection of words, the aim has 
been to present the necessary elements of vocabulary 
that are common to all kinds of discourse rather than 
to introduce an elaborate array of special nouns and 
verbs, for which the beginner is sometimes supposed to 
have an immediate and urgent need. The book is in- 
tended to lead up to and make a slight beginning at 
using continuous discourse, written and oral, as a 
means of further study of English. The first two 
parts, which are preliminary to the use of continuous 
discourse, can be learned in a comparatively short 
time, say from six weeks to two months. Con- 
sequently it has been thought best not to overstress 
nouns and verbs at the expense of relational words. 
It is interesting and worth while in this connection ito 
recollect that while relational words are only a com- 
paratively small part of English vocabulary, yet of. 
all the words found in a given piece of ordinary 
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English discourse, relational words constitute some- 
thing like sixty per cent of the whole. And there is 
of course no such thing as adequately comprehend- 
ing the commonest kind of such discourse without 
understanding them. Moreover there seems to be no 
way to effect a speedy preparation for the use of 
continuous discourse by the learner except through 
a prompt presentation of at least the rudiments of the 
relational elements of the language. 

The ideas of teaching which these lessons attempt 
to express are a result of the experience of some six 
years occupied with teaching beginning English tto 
adult foreigners. In the introductory chapter will 
be found some detailed observations in the form of 
suggestions for teaching the lessons. These suggestions 
are put in concrete and specific terms for the sake 
of clearness and brevity, and in the hope that, thus 
expressed, they may in a measure take the place of 
a class-room demonstration from which the reader 
may draw his own particular conclusions about methods 
of teaching. There is no antention of insisting upon 
as essential all of the details of the teaching procedure 
illustrated. Itis a fact, however, that lessons arrang- 
ed on the plan of this book do afford a speedy and 
effective introduction to the use of continuous dis- 
course, and without requiring any special gift for 
teaching, enable the teacher to hold interest and atten- 
tion and to keep them fixed where they do most good. 
Even pupils who are permitted to continue their study 
of English in school for only a short time take with 
them when they leave a benefit from the fact that they 
have been taught systematically in the manner required 
by such lessons as these. For afterwards, when they 
come to learn a new sentence or sense-group or word 
by their own efforts without the assistance of a 
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teacher, they are able to go about it intelligently; they | 
easily and naturally, without any thought about it, 
attend to significant distinctions and make useful 
discriminations in the act of learning that would have 
escaped them, if their brief instruction had not been 
systematic and methodical in the sense suggested. 


PITTSBURGH, PENNSYLVANIA 
September 21, 1921. 
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INTRODUCTORY NOTE FOR THE TEACHER. 


SOME SUGGESTIONS OF AN EXPLICIT KIND FOR TEACHING 
THE FIRST LESSON. 


The teacher, having on the table the objects men- 
tioned in the first lesson, takes a pencil in her hand, and 
without releasing it, places it successively on the book, 
into the book, beside the book, and under the book, 
thus communicating to the pupil without ambig- 
uity very simple and very definite pieces of meaning. 
At the proper moments as she does so, the teacher 
utters the appropriate English phrases, ‘on the 
book, “into the book,’ and so on, clearly, distinctly, 
and so far as 1s possible with the same voice qualities 
(such as quantity, stress, and intonation) as though 
the utterances were parts of continous discourse. 
The teacher then repeats this performance several 
times, in order that the pupils may have ample op- 
portunity to listen to the teacher's utterances and to 
observe the movements of her speech organs. In 
repeating the phrases the teacher should be careful to 
make the utterances the same each time (a difficult 
thing to do) so as to reinforce the original impressions 
and not confuse the pupil She then uses other ob- 
jects, but not many, to teach similar phrases, indicat- 
ing the meaning and uttering the phrases as before, 
until the class has had ample opportunity to grasp the 
general senses that run through all the phrases men- 
tioned in the lesson. 

At this point of the instruction the teacher, return- 
ing to the first phrase, indicates the meaning and utters 
the corresponding English phrase as she did at the 
beginning. Then, giving the direction by gesture, she 
indicates to one of the class (not to all) that he shall 
utter the phrase. It is important that the teacher 
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should give the directions by signs, and not orally as 
by using the word 'say, because almost invariably the 
beginner will give back the whole of what he hears. 
Besides, the variation serves no purpose and comes as 
a distraction to the beginner. 

The consciousness of a learner in the act of 
learning is a delicate thing, and can tolerate little dis- 
turbance. Whatever assistance the teacher may offer 
must be given delicately and with deft precision. 

After a little practice at listening to phrases and 
reproducing them, the classis ready to attack a complete 
sentence. As a preliminary, the teacher teaches 
them her own name in some such way as this: pointing 
successively to two or three members of the class and 
pronouncing their names at the same time, she then 
points to herself, and pronounces her own name, 
"Miss . Then she lays a pencil on the book 
and removes her hand. After removing it, she utters 
the complete sentence, “Miss put a pencil on the 
book. As she finishes the utterance, she indicates 
by a gesture to the first pupil that he shall reproduce 
it; then to the second, and so on around the class. If 
some member of the class, failing to make a satisfac- 
tory response, hesitates too long or gropes around for 
words, the teacher should repeat the sentence for him 
at once. 

This is no place to discuss the psychology of the 
learning process, but for the teacher here to ask 
some question, or make some explanation, or do 
anything else than simply to renew and reinforce the 
learner’s imperfect impression by a prompt repetition 
of the sentence is a waste of time and worse. As 
has been wisely observed long ago, "To every thing 
there is a season, and a time to every purpose under 
theheaven:. . .a time to rend, and a time to sew;a 
time to keep silence, and a time to speak.”  (Eccles.) 
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After the class has learned a few complete affirm- 
ative sentences in this way, the interrogative sentence 
"What did Miss do?’ is taught. The teacher 
presenting the meaning of the affirmative sentence in the 
manner above described, follows the motions and signs 
by the words, ‘Miss put a pencil on the table. 
What did Miss do?; inviting by a gesture an 
answer from one of the pupils, the teacher continues: 
“Miss put a pencil on the table.’ The pupil 
addressed responds readily with the answer ‘Miss 
put a pencil on the table, The teacher then again 
utters the question ‘What did Miss do? (with a 
gesture directing the pupil addressed to ask the ques- 
tion to the next pupil). This elicits a repetition of 
the words spoken, and at the same time teaches him 
that he has asked a question. 

The chief reason for teaching the interrogative 
sentence at this early stage is that it may be used in 
recitations as a means of passing affirmative sentences 
from one pupil to another. 

After several affirmative sentences have been 
thoroughly taught, the teacher develops one of the 
sentences again, in the same manner as originally, for 
example, ‘Miss put a book on the table,’ and has 
all the members of the class reproduce it orally in turn. 
Then reinforcing once more the new impression, she 
again utters the sentence, ‘Miss — —put a book on the 
table,’ and by gesture indicates that all the pupils are 
to write it on the blackboard. 

The teacher may not know whether all the pupils 
can write or not. She should waste no time, how- 
ever, in trying to find out, but should assume that 
all can write. Many will in fact make a fair attempt 
from the start. After a few lessons, as experience 
shows, most of the others will be found to be writing 
in a satisfactory manner. It is a waste of time to 
show the pupils the written or printed form of the sen- 
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tence before having them attempt to write it. What- 
ever assistance may be called for can readily be given 
to the individuals who need it. As the pupils are 
writing at the board, the teacher passes along and with- 
out speaking makes corrections. For those who are 
not writing and who know the alphabet, but lack 
— the courage to try the spelling, she writes ‘on the book’, 
uttering the phrase after it is written, and leaves them 
to copy it. For those who do not know the alphabet, 
she draws the conventional writing lines, and on them 
writes the loop letters, b,f,h,k, and 1, leaving the pupils 
to copy these. After sufficient time has been given for 
all to write, the teacher (adhering to the practice of 
confining oral directions to the briefest) utters no more 
than the words, ‘Erase, turn.’ 

The writing lesson for that sentence is now ended. 
Whatever shortcomings the writing may have dis- 
closed will be dealt with at another time. In a 
few days most of the pupils, in one way and an- 
other, will make up their deficiences in writing 
themselves with only incidental assistance from the 
teacher. But for the present the lesson goes on to 
other exercises, and all attend. 

The teacher utters the sentence again for the pur- 
pose of reinforcing the learners’ mental impression, 
and giving her directions by gesture in the usual way, 
has each pupil in turn reproduce it orally. 

In the case of classes that learn readily, it is 
sometimes admissible to develop and teach in the same 
way a few sentences in addition to those given in the 
book, using for the purpose the same and other objects, 
and thus extend the learners’ experience. No ad- 
ditional sentence constructions, however, and no new 
relational words should be used at this time. 

After the class has had sufficient practice at listen- 
ing to sentences and reproducing them orally, the 
teacher reads the corresponding lesson in the book 
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aloud to the pupils, who follow the reading with their 
books open. 

Next the pupils are left to study for awhile as 
they please. Afterward the teacher reads the lesson to 
them again. Later each pupil reads aloud as 
meny sentences as time permits. If anyone should 
read too laboriously, he is not permitted to con- 
tinue, but waits for more study and more oral and 
written drill. 

Word by word reading must not be tolerated. 
The pupil's reading should approximate proceeding by 
sense-groups and sentences as natural speech does. 
In this way the pupils begin to acquire the natural 
swing and rhythm of the language, so important for 
many reasons, l 

Nor can concert work, as a short cut or sort of 
mass-instruction, be used with profit at this time, if at 
any time. The reasons are obvious. To mention 
faulty utterances only: one pupil fails to reproduce 
the sounds that have been presented to him, because he 
did not hear them correctly—perhaps he has not yet 
learned to distinguish the minute sound differences in- 
volved; another fails because, although he received 
the correct sound-impression, he has not succeeded in 
adjusting his speech organs rightly. But with whatever 
result the utterance is made, whether rightly or 
not, both the pupil himself and the teacher should 
hear it. If the pupil is successful, he has the sound of 
his own voice as an added factor in helping to fix the 
new utterance. And if he fails, both must hear 
distinctly, in order that together they may make the 
correction at once, when it is most needed and can be 
made with greatest effect. It is, besides, a saving of 
time to stop the formation of wrong speech-habits at 
the earliest moment. Concert work is a positive bar 
to these good effects as well as to others. 
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To state again in outline the teaching procedure 
suggested : 


I. The teacher expresses appropriate meaning by 
the use of objects, motions, and signs. 


2. She utters an equivalent English sentence, clear- 
ly, distinctly, and naturally. 

3. Each pupil in turn reproduces the English utter- 
ance. 
The teacher again utters the sentence. 


5. All the pupils write the sentence on the black- 
board. 


6. The teacher makes corrections in writing. 


7. After all have erased the sentence from the 
blackboard, the teacher utters the sentence 
again. 


8. Each pupil reproduces the sentence orally. 


9. After all the sentences have been so presented 
and taught, the pupils open their books for the 
first time, and listen while the teacher reads 
the sentences from the book. 


10. The pupils in succession read the sentences 
from the book. 


SUGGESTIONS FOR TEACHING THE SECOND AND THE 
FOLLOWING LESSONS IN PART ONE. 


In order to enable the pupils to add the English 
equivalents of the ideas, ‘long’ and ‘short,’ to what 
they have already learned, the teacher takes a long 
pencil in one hand and a short pencil in the 
other, and after letting them see her compare 
the lengths of the two pencils by holding them to- 
gether, holds up the long pencil and utters the phrase, 
‘a long pencil;’ then holding up the short pencil, she 
utters the phrase, ‘a short pencil.’ She does not utter 
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merely the words "long, 'short' alone, and she spends 
no time in elucidating the meanings of these words 
as words, but without discussion or comment of any 
kind, she puts the long pencil into the long box and 
then utters the complete sentence, ‘Miss put 
a long pencil into the long box.’ Here, as generally, 
in uttering the sentence, she is careful to make the 
utterance correct as a whole. She makes no separa- 
tion of words in the sentence, but runs them together 
in succession as syllables in a word, using intonation, 
pause, and stress to distinguish sense-groups and to 
express the natural emphasis required in the sentence. 

The teacher then drills the class on the sentence 
in the manner set forth in detail and outlined in dis- 
cussing the teaching of the first lesson. All the rest of 
the sentences in the second lesson are taught in the 
same way. 

50, substantially, are taught all the lessons in the 
book. 


SUGGESTIONS FOR TEACHING THE LESSONS IN PART TWO, 


The method of procedure for teaching Part Two 
is in the main the same as that used in teaching Part One. 
Here, however, the use of objects, motions, and signs 
to convey meaning is gradually discontinued. In 
this part of the book verbs are an important part of 
the study. The distinctions of person and number 
require no comment here. The uses of tenses are 
taught, not formally, but by means of examples, and 
with them the use of time expressions. In accordance 
with the suggestions previously made about conveying 
meaning without the distraction of oral explanations 
by the teacher, the distinctions of time may be con- 
veniently taught by using the calendar. 

In this part of the book some of the lessons have 
printed with them lists of verbs, marked 'Reference 
matter for the learner.’ Each of these lists the pupil 
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will attempt to use only after he has been taught the 
practice exercise that accompanies it; he can make no 
profitable use of it before. 

At this stage of the learner's experience, letter 
writing is a useful exercise. Accordingly a specimen 
friendly letter is printed in the book. The learner 
will compose letters himself, using the specimen merely 
as a pattern. 


SUGGESTIONS FOR TEACHING THE LESSONS IN PART 
THREE. 


THE FIRST FABLE. 


After the pupils have studied the fable for awhile 
in their books, the teacher, without discussion or 
comment, reads it to them, while they follow the read- 
ing with their books open. Next each pupil reads 
the entire fable aloud. The teacher makes no inter- 
ruptions except to correct pronunciation. 

The pupils will not yet have succeeded in under- 
standing all of the meaning. What their deficiencies 
are the teacher will be able to judge pretty well from 
her knowledge of what they have already learned in 
the preceding lessons, from the questions they ask, and 
somehow from their general behavior during the oral 
reading. 

In order to assist them further with the meaning, 
she sends all to the blackboard and dictates sentences 
to them. The first sentence or two, improvised at 
the time or previously thought out and containing some 
difficult word or construction found in the lesson, 
should have no connection in meaning with the text, 
and should be the simplest the teacher is able to invent. 
In this particular text the phrase, ‘was carrying,’ will 
probably be the first difficult thing. So the teacher may 
dictate some such sentence as this: ‘John was carrying 
his book home to read it to his brother. This sentence 
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and all others used for this purpose she teaches as 
thcroughly as any in the previous exercises, following 
the ordinary method of procedure, always ending with 
the oral reproduction. After giving one or two sen- 
tences unconnected in meaning with the fable, the 
teacher gives a sentence that is related in meaning and 
construction with the text. Sometimes she uses the 
very sentence in which the difficulty occurs. 

After sufficient drill of this kind, the pupils are 
once more permitted to study the fable. A few 
minutes later the teacher reads it aloud to the class, 
who with their improved understanding of the text are 
now eager to listen. Since the utterances of the 
teacher are the learner's models of expression, begin- 
ners receive much benefit from hearing the. teacher 
read continuous discourse with the meaning of which 
they are familiar. Each pupil is now required to 
tell the fable in his own way, the others being permitted 
to study in the meantime, The teacher does not 
interrupt the pupil while he is telling the fable. If 
his reproduction proves unsatisfactory, he 1s permitted 
to study more and try again at a later time. Such 
an opportunity, if needed, the pupil himself almost 
always requests. After the pupils have all told the 
fable, each writes it on paper. It may be here stated 
generally that all these exercises connected with the 
learning of continuous discourse are found to be in- 
tensely interesting to the pupils, and no lack of atten- 
tion is ever encountered. 

All of the other lessons in Part Three are taught 
in substantially the same manner. 
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Instruction in phonetics, of necessity, will be quite 
rudimentary ; no formal lessons will probably be given. 
But the teacher should make every effort in her power 
to secure correct pronunciation from the start, and 
should herself have as much knowledge of phonetics 
as possible in the background, But it is believed 
that pronunciation is best taught by the teacher's mak- 
ing careful utterances, being careful at the same time 
to make them natural utterances, and by her insisting 
on the pupil's making substantially correct reproduc- 
tions a sufficient number of times to establish them, 
accepting from the very start no slipshod results. In 
various places throughout the book, but particularly at 
the beginning, some of the words and phrases used 
have been put in specially on account of phonetic con- 
siderations. Examples of these in the first lesson are 
the words bottle and pan, pen, and pin. 

When listening and observation fail to enable 
the learner to make the proper adjustments of his 
speech organs, the teacher must resort to some 
more detailed instruction. Sometimes a rough 
diagramatic sketch on the blackboard is enough to 
help the learner over the difficulty. For example, a few 
lines may be drawn to picture the mouth wide open 
in pronouncing the vowel of the word pan; the 
lines may diverge less to picture the mouth a little 
more closed as in pronouncing pen; still less, to illus- 
trate the position for uttering the vowel in the word 
pin. The most important thing, however, is that both 
teacher and pupil persevere at some kind of practice 
exercise until the difficulty is removed. 

Different racial groups have their own peculiar 
difficulties, Alliterative nonsense sentences may some- 
time be used in removing these. A few are printed 
below. 
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th 
There are three trees in the garden. 
You cannot sew that thin cloth with that thick 
thread. 


Thirty-three thirsty thrushes thrust their heads 
through the bushes in the thicket. 
My mother's other brother has a broader board. 


h 
Hannah has Hattie's hood in her hand. 
Hurry home, Harry, Henry has his horse here 
for you. 
Ww 
What a white woolen waist Wilda wears! 
Why will William and Walter wait at the win- 
dow? . 
fv 
He paid five dollars for his fife. 


tle 
Little Myrtle Riddle put a griddle in the middle 


of the table. 
ter 


Peter, the butter is better, but the water is bitter. 


s s(z) 


This is his business. 


-ing -ink 
I think he will bring that thing and fling it over 
the brink. 


Voiceless consonants followed by -ed 
They watched and walked and talked, and talked 
and walked and watched. 
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INTERROGATIVE SENTENCES. 


Interrogative sentences are an important form of 
discourse, and present special difficulties to the 
beginner, who finds his main difficulty in forming a 
question himself, not in understanding one that is 
asked by somebody else. The teacher should see 
that the pupils have daily drill in asking questions as 
well as in answering them. In exercises devised for 
this purpose, after a question has once been formed 
no deviation in the form iof it should be permitted at 
that time; and the teacher will make sure that all 
answers are given in complete sentences. A reason for 
adhering to the form fixed upon is that deviations are 
bewildering to beginners to an extent hard for an ex- 
perienced person to appreciate. Besides, one form of 
question is as much as beginners can profitably attempt 
to learn at one time. 


SUGGESTIONS FOR DRILL IN THE USE OF INTERROGATIVE 
SENTENCES. 


1. Teacher to John (indicating at the same time by 
gesture that John is to ask the question to 
Henry): What is your name? 

John to Henry: What is your name? 

Teacher to Henry (indicating by gesture that he 
is to answer John): My name is Henry Black. 

Henry to John: My name is Henry Black. 

By gesture the teacher directs each pupil to ask 
the question to the next pupil, until all have both asked 
and answered the question. 


Other questions for practice of this kind: 


Where do you live? 

What is that? (pointing to an object) 
Why do you come to school? 

What 1s the name of this school? 
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2. After placing a box and a number of smaller 
articles on the table, and as she indicates by 
gesture that John is to ask the question to Henry, 
the teacher says: What shall I put into the box? 
John to Henry: What shall I put into the box? 
Teacher to Henry (as she indicates that he is to 

answer John): You may put a pen into the box. 
Henry to John: You may put a pen into the box, 
The teacher indicates that each in turn is to ask 
the same question to Henry unti] each pupil has put 
something into the box. 


Other questions for use in the same way: 


What shall I do? 

Where shall I put my book? 
When shall I come? 

What shall I tell her? 


3. Teacher to John (after giving him a book, and 
as she indicates by gesture that he is to ask the 
question to Henry): Did Miss give me a 
box? 

John to Henry: Did Miss 

Teacher to Henry (as she indicates that he is to 
answer John): No, she did not give you a box, but 
she gave you a book. 

Henry to John: No, she did not give you a box, 
but she gave you a book. 

The teacher indicates by gesture that the ques- 
tion and answer are to be passed from one member of 
the class to another, until all have asked and answered 


it. 


give me a box? 


Other questions for use in this way: 


Did Miss speak to him in the Greek lan- 
guage? 
Ans: No, she did not....... but P 


English language. 
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Do you sit at the end of the table? 
Anse Now) do not.. , but... SA side of 
the table. 


4. Teacher to John: What time is it? 
John: It is 8 o'clock. 
Teacher to John: Ask Henry what time it is. 
John to Henry: What time is it? 


Henry: - ]t 15 8 o'clock. | 
Teacher to John: Tell Henry to ask Mary what 
time it is. 


John to Henry: Ask Mary what time it is. 
Henry to Mary: What time is it? 


Mary: It is 8 o'clock. 
Teacher to Henry: Tell Mary to ask Jane what 
time it is. 


Have these questions passed to all the members 
of the class, in the same manner. 


Other questions for use in this way: 
Where did John buy his book? 
Where did Bessie put the box of pencils? 
Who came in just now? 


These exercises have been found of great value. 
They easily keep the attention of all the class centered 
on the precise point of difficulty, afford variety enough 
to hold attention, and at the same time leave the 
teacher free to attend solely to the matter of making 
prompt verbal corrections in the language used by the 
pupils. 
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SUGGESTIONS FOR FURTHER EXERCISES AFTER THE BOOK 
HAS BEEN COMPLETED. 


There should be much reading aloud of con- 
tinuous discourse upon a variety of subjects, in order 
to widen the vocabulary. 


The pupils should be required frequently to pre- 
pare papers and to give short talks on subjects pre- 
viously assigned. 


Conversational exercises may now for the first 
time, it is believed, be used to advantage. 


Practice at writing sentences from dictation 
and making oral reproductions should be continued. 
The sentences used may be much longer and harder 
than heretofore, and several may be given together as 
a bit of continuous discourse. 


Material for study may be given in the form of 
lists of words. But words must be given in their 
simplest forms, in order that the pupils may easily 
find the meanings in their Foreign-English diction- 
aries. The pupils should make both oral and written 
sentences, from derivatives as well as from the words 
given in the lists. Meanings of words should still 
be taught by using them in sentences, and not by 
means of verbal explanations. 


ALPHABET 


Aa Bb Cc Dd Ee Ff Gg Haha 
Jj Kk LI Mm Nn Oo Pp JODIE 
Ss Tt Uu Vv Ww Xx VRE 


NUMERALS 
O I 2 3 
naught one two three four 
6 7 8 9 


five Six seven eight nine 


^ 
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LESSON I 
On Tuer Book, AND OTHER PHRASES 


on the book under the book 
on the box under the box 
on the bottle under the bottle 
on the basket under the basket 
on the pan under the pan 
on the table under the table 
into the book beside the book 
into the box beside the box 
into the bottle beside the bottle 
into the basket beside the basket 
into the pan beside the pan 


. What did Miss Miller do? 
Miss Miller put a book on the table. 


. What did Miss Miller do? 
Miss Miller put a pencil into the box. 


. What did Miss Miller do? 
Miss Miller put a paper under the box. 


! 
. What did Miss Miller do? 
Miss Miller put a pan beside the box. 


. What did Miss Miller do? 
Miss Miller put a pan, a pen, and a pin into 
the box. 


How do you do? 
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. What did Miss Miller do? 


Miss Miller put a book and a pan on the 
table beside the box, and a pencil and a pen 
on the table beside the basket. 


[NS S ODE 
ADJECTIVES 


big long black red 
little short white green 


. What did Miss Miller do? 


Miss Miller put a long pencil into the long 
box. 


. What did Miss Miller do? 


Miss Miller put a short pencil into the short 
box. 


. What did Miss Miller do? 


Miss Miller put a little nail on the table be- 
side the box. 


. What did Miss Miller do? 


Miss Miller put a little black book under 
the little white paper. 


. What did Miss Miller do? 


Miss Miller put a red pen, a green book, 
and a white box beside the basket. 


Good morning. 
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I. Miss Miller put a long white box on the 
table and a short green pencil into the box. 


2. William put a short red paper under the 
little blue book and a long white paper under 
the green book. 


3. John put a short pencil beside the big basket, 
a long white pencil into the white box, and 


a short red pen into the book. 


4. Mary put a big box on the table, a little box 
on the chair, and a little basket on the 
window-sill. 


5. Jane put a little red book on the table beside 
the green book and a long box on the table 


under the green book. 


a piece 


a 
a 
a 
a 


piece 
piece 
piece 
piece 


LESSON III 
LIEGE OF 
of paper a piece 
of string a piece 
of wood a piece 
of glass a piece 
of leather a piece 


1. What did Miss Contis do? 
Miss Contis put a piece of wood into the 
box. 


Good afternoon. 


of cloth 
of rubber 
of wire 
of coal 
of tin 
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. What did Mr. Vanos do? 
Mr. Vanos took a piece of paper from the 
basket on the chair. 


. What did Mr. Sotos do? 
Mr. Sotos took a piece of glass and a piece 
of string from the window-sill. 


. What did Mrs. Mito do? 
Mrs. Mito put a piece of cloth into the box 
and a piece of rubber into the basket. 


. I put a piece of coal on the piece of paper 
and a piece of wire on the piece of cloth. 


. She put a piece of glass on the chair beside 
the table and a piece of tin on the chair be- 
side the window. 


. Mary put a piece of cloth under the book, 
a piece of leather into the book, and a piece 
of string on the book. 


. John put a piece of rubber and a piece of 
wire on the chair, and a piece of cloth and 
a piece of leather on the window-sill. 


. Jane put a piece of coal and a piece of wire 
into the long box on the table, and a piece 
of paper and a piece of glass into the little 
white box on the chair. 


Good evening. 
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LESSON IV 
PERSONAL PRONOUNS 


I put We put 

You put You put 
He put They put 
She put 

Mr. Smith put 


. Put a little bottle and a green pencil beside 
the little red book. 
Dedi you do? (I put .....) 


. I put a little white paper under the box. 
E mardid Ido? (Youput.....) 


. Mr. Vanos, put a short pencil, a long box, 
and a little basket under the table. 
What did he do? (He put .....) 


. Miss Contis, put a red pencil and a short 
pen into the green book. 
What did she do? (She put .....) 


. Mr. Vanos and Miss Contis, put books on 
the table. 
What did you do? (We put .....) 


. Miss Contis and I put pans, pens, and pins 
on the table. 
What did we do? (We put .....) 


Good-by. 
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. Mr. Vanos and Miss Contis put books on 


the table. 
What did they do? (They put .....) 


. I put pins into the pan, and you put pens 


into the box. 


. You put a pen on the table, and they put 


books on the table beside the pens. 


. He put a little red paper under the book, 


and she put a big white paper on the book. 


. They put little white boxes on the table, and 


we put little pencils into the little white 
boxes. 


. I put a little red book on the table. You put 


a little green book on the little red book, and 
she put a little box on the little green book. 


LESSON V 
A PrECE oF CorroN CLoTH 
piece of cotton cloth 
piece of woolen cloth 
piece of silk cloth 
piece of linen cloth 


o © p p 


e» 


long piece of ‘cotton cloth 
long piece of blue cotton cloth 


e 


Excuse me; Certainly. 
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. Take a piece of cotton cloth from the basket 
on the table. 
What did you do? (Itook....... ) 


. Give a piece of silk cloth and a piece of 
woolen cloth to James. 
What did you do? (I gave ....... ) 


. Take a piece of linen cloth and a piece of 
cotton cloth from the basket on the chair. 
What did you do? 


. Puta long piece of white cotton cloth and a 
short piece of blue woolen cloth into the 
long white box. 

What did you do? 


. Put a short piece of red silk cloth into the 
box on the chair, and a piece of green linen 
cloth into the little basket. 


. Put a piece of blue woolen cloth, a piece of 
red woolen cloth, and a piece of black woolen 
cloth into the big basket. 


. They took little pieces of blue cotton cloth 
from the box and little pieces of red cotton 
cloth from the basket. 


. She put long pieces of silk cloth into the box 
beside the basket and short pieces of red 
cotton cloth into the box beside the book. 


Thank you. You are welcome. 
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. John took long pieces of white cotton cloth 


and short pieces of red cotton cloth from 
the basket on the table. 


LESSON VI 
Tin Box, Woopen Box, PAPER Box 


. Put a long piece of cotton cloth into the tin 


box on the chair. 
What did you do? 


. Take a short piece of blue woolen cloth 


from the big wooden box on the table. 
What did you do? 


. Puta little piece of green linen cloth into the 


long paper box, and put the paper box on 
the table. 
What did you do? 


. Put a piece of tin into the tin box, a piece 


of wood into the wooden box, and a piece 
of paper into the paper box. 
What did you do? 


. Put a tin box, a paper box, and a wooden 


box on the chair beside the table. 


. Put a long piece of string into the tin box, 


a short piece of wire into the wooden box, 
and a little piece of glass into the paper box. 


I am glad to see you, John. How are you? 
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. Put the tin box on the table, the wooden 
box on the chair beside the table, and the 
paper box on the floor beside the chair. 


. Take a short piece of blue string from the 
little tin box, a piece of red cotton cloth 
from the long paper box, and a piece of 
leather from the big wooden box. 


. Put the tin box on the table, the wooden box 
on the chair, and the paper box on the floor; 
then put a pan into the tin box, a pen into 
the wooden box, and a pin into the paper 
box. 


LESSON VII 
On THE END or THE TABLE 


on the end of the table 
on the side of the table 
on the corner of the table 
in the center of the table 


. Put the tin box on the end of the table. 
What did you do? 

. Put the basket and the wooden box on the 
side of the table. 

What did you do? 

. Put the bottle and the paper box on the cor- 
ner of the table. 

What did you do? 


I am well, thank you. How are you? 
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. Put the pan and the pen in the center of the 


table. | 
What did you do? 


. Take the book from the end of the table 


and the pen from the side of the table. 
What did you do? 


. Take the piece of tin from the end of the 


table and the piece of wire from the side 
of the table. 
What did you do? 


. Puta little piece of glass into the tin box on 


the end of the table and a piece of coal into 
the basket in the center of the table. 


. Put a book under the wooden box on the 


side of the table and a paper box under the 
the book in the center of the table. 


. Put a pan into the wooden box on the end 


of the table, a pen into the paper box on the 
side of the table, and a pin into the tin box 
in the center of the table. 


. Put a box on the end of the table beside the 


little red book and a basket on the side of 
the table beside the big green book. 


. He took a piece of leather from the basket 


on the side of the table, and she took a piece 
of glass from the tin box on the corner of 
the table. 


What time is it? It is ten o'clock. 
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. Put a long piece of blue cotton string into 
the paper box on the corner of the table, 
and a piece of glass into the tin box in the 
center of the table. 


LESSON VIII 
Por IT Put THEM 


. Take a pen from the end of the table and 
put it into the tin box. 
What did you do? 


. Take three pens and two pins from the 
paper box and put them into the tin box. 

What did you-do? - 

. Take a piece of blue linen cloth from the 

wooden box and put it into the little basket 


on the chair. 
What did you do? 


. Take a piece of coal and a piece of glass 
from the table and put them into the box on 
the window-sill. 


What did you do? 


. Take five buttons and three nails from the 
table and put them into the box on the side 
of the table. 

. Take a long piece of red cotton string from 
the long box in the window and put it 
around the big green book. 


It is a quarter to four. 
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. Take three little pieces of green linen cloth 


from the box on the chair and put them into 
the basket on the end of the table. 


. Take a piece of wire and a piece of tin from 


the little box on the corner of the table, and 
put them into the big box on the end of the 
table. 


. Take the books from the end of the table, 


the pens from the side of the table, and the 
papers from the center of the table, and put 
them on the chair. 


LESSON IX 


Fach Incu Epce ALL WHOLE 


. Put a match on each end of the table. 


What did you do? 


. Put two matches on each side of the table. 


What did you do? 


. Put three matches on each corner of the 


table. 
What did you do? 


. Put a match on each corner of the table and 


four matches on each side of the table. 
What did you do? 


It is half past eleven. 
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. Take six matches from the tin box, and put 
two on each end of the table and one on 
each corner of the table. 

What did you do? 


. Put a match on each side of the table one 
inch from the edge. 
What did you do? 


. Put two broken matches on each end of the 
table and three whole matches on each side 
of the table. 


. Take all of the broken matches from the tin 
box on the chair and put them on the side 
of the table. 


. Put a whole match on each side of the table 
two inches from the edge, and a broken 
match on the table beside each whole match. 


. Give a broken match and a whole match to 
each pupil at the side of the table, and three 
whole matches to each pupil at the end of 
the table. 


. Take all of the whole matches from the 
wooden box and put them on the side of the 
table; then take all of the broken matches 
from the tin box and put them on the end of 
the table. 


It is five minutes after six. 
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LESSON X 
THIS, THAT THESE, THOSE 


. Take a piece of cotton cloth from this end 


of the table and put it on that end of the 
table. 
What did you do? 


. Take these pens and those pencils and put 


them into that box. - 
What did you do? 
( 


. Take this book and that book and put them 


on that chair. 
What did you do? 


. Take those matches and these nails and put 


them into the tin box on this corner of the 
table. 
What did you do? 


. Give these books to that man and those 


books to this man. 
What did you do? 


. Take these boxes and these books from this 


chair and those boxes and those books from 
that chair, and put them on the desk. 


. He took this little pencil and these black 


pens from this box and put them into that 
box on the corner of the table. 


I have no pencil. 
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3. These books on this table are little red 
books, and those books on that table are big 
green books. 

4. He took three nails and five buttons from 
this box, and she took four pens and seven 
pencils from that box. 


5. Mary, give those books to him and these 
books to her, and put this book and that 
book into the cupboard. 


LESSON XI 
PossEssIVE PRONOUNS 


I have my book We have our books 
You have your book You have your books 
He has his book They have their books 
She has her book 


I. Put my book on the table. 
What did you do? 


2. Put your pen on the book. 
What did you do? 


3. Put her box on my book. 
What did you do? 


4. Take his pen from the table. 
What did you do? 


May I have a pencil, please? 
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. Put our pens on our papers. 
. What did you do? 


. Put their papers on the table. 


What did you do? 


. I put my long piece of cotton cloth into 


your little white box; then I put your piece 
of woolen cloth into my basket. 


. We put our books on the chair beside the 


table, and they put their books on the chair 
beside the window. 


. You took their pens from my box and put 


them into his big wooden box ; then you put 
the box on ihe end of the table. 


. We took our little brown pencils from the 


pencil-box, and we put them into the chalk- 
box. 


. Take all of our pens from the box and give 


one to him and one to her; then put two pens 
into each box on the side of the table. 


. Take our books, our pencils, and our papers 


and put them into the cupboard; then give 
each pupil a piece of chalk and an eraser. 


Lend me your pen, please. 
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LESSON XII 
PERSONAL PRONOUNS FOLLOWING THE 
PREPOSITION To 


to me to us 
to you to you 
to her to them 
to him 


. Take your pens from the table and give 
them to me. 
What did you do? 


. Give these long green pencils to her and 
these little brown pencils to him. 
What did you do? 


. Take those little pieces of leather from the 
wooden box and give them to us. 
What did you do? 


. Take these pens from the table and give 
them to them. 
What did you do? 


. They gave three pieces of black woolen 
cloth to her and two pieces of red cotton 
cloth to me. 


. Take a little piece of tin from the box on 
this end of the table and give it to him. 


I do not understand you. 
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. Take my long piece of green linen cloth 


from him and give it to me; and then give 
my short piece of blue silk cloth to her. 


. Give the wooden box to me, the tin box to 


him, and those two paper boxes to those 
two men at the end of the table. 


. Take the matches from the box and give 


the whole matches to him, the broken 
matches to her, and the box to me. 


. He took the long pencils from the table and 


gave them to us; then she took the pieces 
of chalk from the box and gave them to him. 


LESSON XIII 


Nor BOT 
I have I did not 
I have not 


. Take three books from the table. 


Have you two books? 
No, I have not two books, but I have three 
books. 


. Put that red book on the chair. 


Did you put a green book on the chair? 
No, I did not put a green book on the chair, 
but I put a red book on the chair. 


Pronounce this word, please. 
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. Give him those pencils. 

Did you give him those boxes? 

No, I did not give him those boxes, but I 
gave him those pencils. 


i 


. Take a nail; a screw, and a pen from the 
box. È 
Did you take a pan from the box? 


. Put this chair beside the door. 
Did you put the chair beside the table? 


. I did not take a piece of coal from the 
basket, but I took a piece of wood from the 
basket. 


. He did not take a pencil from the box, but 
he took a pen from the box. 


. They did not put their papers on the table, 
but they put their books on the table. 


. I have not a long piece of cloth. I did not 
take a long piece of cloth from the box, but 
I took a short piece of cloth from the box. 


. You did not put fifty pens on the table, but 
you put fifteen pens on the table. 


. I did not take a piece of glass from this end 


of the table, but I took a piece of wire from 
the box on that end of the table. 


What is the meaning of this word? 
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LESSON XIV 
THERE Is 
Pahere c PEST ? Are there .......... ? 
There is aw c. rs ‘There are RE. 
There is nota ....., There are not any ..... 


I. Put one match on the table. 
Is there a match on the table? 
There is a match on the table. 


2. Put a book on the table. 
Is there a pen on the table? 
No, there is not a pen on the table, but 
there is a book on the table. 


3. Put three matches on the table. 
Are there three matches on the table? 
There are three matches on the table. 


4. Put four pens on the table. 
Are there four pencils on the table? 
There are not any pencils on the table, but 
there are four pens on the table. 


1. There is not a pen in that box on the table, 
but there are three pens in this box on this 
chair. 


2. There are not any boxes on those chairs, 
* but there are two books on each chair. 


Spell this word for me. 
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. There is not one piece of woolen cloth in 
that box, and there are not any in those 
boxes on the window-sill. 


. There are not any pencils in the box on the 
table, but there is a pencil in each box on 
the bench. 


. There is a little green book on my table, but 
there are not any books on your table. 


. There are boxes of chalk and boxes of pen- 
cils on that table, but there are not any 
boxes on this table. 


LESSON XV 
HERE T'HERE 
. Come here, John, and put that green book 


here on this table. 
What did you do? (I came .....) 


. Go there to that window and put the pen 
into the box. 
What did you do? (I went .....) 


. Put these tin boxes here and those paper 


boxes there. 
What did you do? 


I do not know this word. 
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. Put a little piece of cotton cloth here into 


this box, and a piece of paper there into that 


box. 
What did you do? 


. There are three pens and a pencil here in 


this box, and there are five pencils and an 
eraser there in that box. 


. They put their little brown pencils here, and 


their long red pens there. 


. John put his book here, and Jane put her 


book there; but they put their erasers and 


` chalk there on that bench beside the black- 


board. 


. Their little wooden boxes are not here, but 


there are two tin boxes there on that 
window-sill. 


. There are not any chairs here at this table, 


but there are five chairs there at that table. 


. John 1s here, and Mary is here. Henry and 


Paul are not here, but all will be here at 
nine o'clock. 


LESSON XVI 
INTERROGATIVES 
Interrogative Adjectives: Who, Which, What. 
Whois...... ? Which is 2I i 
Whoare ....? Which are ....? 


WV hat is cee. p 


May I read now? 
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I. Who is that man at the window? 
'That man is Mr. Smith. 


2. Who are those men at the door? 
Those men are Mr. Jones and his son. 


3. Which is James? 
The man at the end of the table is James. 


4. Which are your books? 
Those books on the chair are my books. 


5. What 1s on the table? 
There is a paper on the table. 
| 


Interrogative Adverbs: Where, When, 
Why, How. 


EE uL. They are ....... 
I. Where 1s my hat? 
It is on the book. 


2. Where are your papers? 
They are on the table. 


3. When do you come to school? 
I come to school at nine o'clock. 


4. Why do you come to school? 
I come to school to learn the English lan- 


guage. 


Wait a minute, please. 


28 THE BEGINNERS ENGLISH BOOK 


5. How much did you pay for your book? 
I paid one dollar for it. 


6. How many pupils are in this room?’ 
There are fifteen pupils in this room. 


Note.—Drill frequently on the use of interrogatives. See 
to it that each pupil asks questions as well as answers them. 


LESSON XVII 


PossESSIVE PRoNovuNs USED 
WitHout Nouns 


Mine Yours Hers His Ours THEIRS 


1. That is my book. 
That book is mine. 


2. That is your book. 
That book is yours. 


3. That is his book. 
That book is his. 


4. That is her book. 
That book is hers. 


5. Those are our books. 
Those books are ours. 


6, Those are your books. 
Those books are yours. 


What is the price of this? 
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. Those are their books. 
Those books are theirs. 


. Your pen is on the desk. Where is mine? 
Yours is in the paper box. 


. My hat is on the table. Where is hers? 
Hers 1s on the chair. 


. Her chair 1s at the end of the table. Where 
1s his? 
His is at the side of the table. 


. Hlis papers are here. Where are ours? 
Ours are in the basket. 


. Our papers are here. Where are theirs? 
Theirs are in the cupboard. 


. There are three pens on the table. Yours 
is here, his is here, and mine 1s here. 


. They put ours into the box and theirs into 
the cupboard; but where 1s his? 


. They put all on the chair, yours, his, hers, 
and theirs. 


. I gave mine to her, and she gave hers to me. 


. How many of these pins are yours, and how 
many are mine? Put mine into my box and 
yours into your box. 


How much did 1t cost? 


30 THE BEGINNER'S ENGLISH BOOK 
LESSON XVIII 
INTERROGATIVES 
I. What is your name? 
2. What is the name of this school? 
3. What is the name of this street? 
4. What is the name of this book? 


5. What is the name of this thing? 


I. What shall I put into the box? 
2. What shall I write? 

3. What shall I tell her? 

4. What shall I give him? 

5. What shall I do? 


I. Where shall I sit? 

2. Where shall I write? 

3. Where shall I put the box? 
4. Where are your papers? 


1 5. Where 1s his hat? 


It is a beautiful day. 


PART TWO 
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LESSONII 


VERBS: PRESENT TENSE, IMPERATIVE AND 
INTERROGATIVE FORMS 


Note.—In teaching tense forms use the calendar 


to indicate the time. 


write study walk 
read listen sit 
speak eat stand 
come go look 


Conjugation of the verb write: Present Tense (to-day). 


Singular Number Plural Number 
I write We write 
You write You write 
He writes They write 
She writes 


John writes 
I. To-day I sit and write. 
2. He sits beside the table and writes. 
3. They sit beside the table and write. 


4. I sit and read and write, and she sits and reads 
and writes. 


5. I take a piece of cloth, and she takes a piece of 
paper. 
6. She walks to the blackboard and writes. 


7. John goes to the window and looks at the people. 
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8. We speak English, and he speaks Italian. 
NEGATIVE FORMS 

I do not write We do not write 
You do not write You do not write 
He does not write They do not write 

I. She writes, but I do not write. 

2. She sits, but he does not sit. 

3. We take pencils, but they do not take pencils. 

IMPERATIVE SENTENCES 

I. Come here, Mary, and read your lesson. 

2. Go to the blackboard and write. 

3. Take these pens and put them into the box. 

4. Listen to me, please. 


INTERROGATIVE SENTENCES 


I. Do you like coffee? 
No. I do not like coffee, but I like tea. 


2. Does she write? 
No. She does not write, but she reads. 


3. Does John go to school every day? 
Yes. He goes every day. 


4. Do John and James work in a store? 
No. They do not work in a store, but John works 
in a restaurant, and James works in a factory. 
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5. Does John speak the Italian language? 
No. He does not speak the Italian language, but 
he speaks the Greek language. 


6. Does Mary sit at the side of the table? 
No. She does not sit at the side of the table, but 
she sits at the end of the table. 


LESSON II 


FUTURE TENSE, EXPRESSION 
INFINITIVES 


S OF FUTURITY, 


(Reference matter for the learner.) 


Verbs in Verbs in 
Present Tense (now) Future Tense (to-morrow) 


I come 
go 
read 
write 
take 
learn 
buy 
put 
sit 


j= jj ee SS [EM I 


I shall come 
I shall go 
I shall read 
shall write 
shall take 
shall learn 
shall buy 
shall put 
shall sit 


EM Sa Se EM EM [E 


CONJUGATION Or THE VERB Go, FUTURE TENSE 


I shall go 
You will go 
He will go 


` Negative 
I shall not go 
You will not go 
He will not go 


We shall go 
You will go 
They will go 


We shall not go 
You will not go 
They will not go 
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FUTURE EXPRESSIONS 


to-morrow next month 
day after to-morrow month after next 
next week next year 
week after next year after next 
INFINITIVES 
to write to give 
to eat to speak 
to read to learn 
to work to put 


PRACTICE EXERCISES 
1. To-morrow I shall come here to learn the English 
language. 


2. Day after to-morrow I shall not come to school, 
because it is Saturday. 


3. I shall go to the theater next week. 


4. Week after next my sister will come to school to 
study the language. 


5. About the middle of next week we shall go to the 
country to see our friends. 


6. Month after next John will go to New York to 
buy some cloth for his store. 


7. Next year my brother will come to the United 
States to live with me. 


8. Year after next my brother will have a store on 
^ Fifth Avenue. 


9. I shall go to a store next month to buy a book to 
read about the American people. 
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10. We shall come to school next week to learn to 
read, to write, and to speak the English language. 


II. They will come to school because they want to 
learn the English language; and they want to learn 
the English language because they want to earn 
money. 

I. Shall I get my book and read to you now? 


2. Will Mr. Wilson go to work day after to-morrow? 


3. Where will they go when the bell rings? 


LESSON III 


NAMES OF THE DAYS OF THE WEEK, 
AND TIMES oF Day 


Sunday Tuesday Thursday Saturday 
Monday Wednesday Friday l 
morning forenoon evening midnight 
noon afternoon night 


1. On Sunday I shall take my friends to church. 


2. My brother will come to visit me on Monday, and 
we shall-go to the theater on Tuesday night. 


3. Wednesday at nine o'clock I shall go to the rail- 
road station to meet my uncle and aunt. 


4. On next Thursday my brother will go to Boston 
to see father, mother, and sister. 
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. Two weeks from next Friday Mr. Carson will 


speak to the men of this class. 


. At eight o'clock on next Monday evening we shall 


see that good play at the theater. 


. On Saturday afternoon I shall not work, but 1 


shall go out on the street to take a walk. 


. Next Wednesday I shall take my sister to a store 


to buy her a new hat and a new coat to wear to 
school. 


. On next Saturday at midnight my friend will 
start for Chicago. 


On next Thursday afternoon I shall not work, 
because I am off work that day. 


When I come to school to-morrow morning, I 
shall sit at this table to write my lesson. 


When I go to Boston to see my cousin next month, 
I shall take him a new English book. 


When I receive my pay next week, I shall buy 
myself a new suit and a new hat. 


LESSON IV 
Past TENSE 


Reference matter for the learner. 


Present Tense (now) Past Tense (yesterday) 


come came 
go went 
read read 
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write 
speak 
learn 
put 
buy 
eat 
drink 
sleep 
give 
take 
work 
see 
do 
have 
is 
are 
make 
want 
talk 
get 
send 
sell 
show 
look 
listen 
walk 
wait 
watch 
stop 
receive 
answer 
keep 
say 
order 
return 
think 
carry 
wash 
build 
stay 
like 


wrote 
spoke 
learned 
put 
bought 
ate 
drank 
slept 
gave 
took 
worked 
saw 

did 

had 
was 
were 
made 
wanted 
talked 
got 

sent 
sold 
showed 
looked 
listened 
walked 
waited 
watched 
stopped 
received 
answered 
kept 
said 
ordered 
returned 
thought 
carried 
washed 
built 
stayed 
liked 
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PRACTICE EXERCISES 


yesterday last month 

day before yesterday month before last 
three days ago three months ago 
last week last year 

week before last year before last 
three weeks ago three years ago 


. Yesterday I sat at this table and wrote my lesson, 
and to-day I sit here again. 


. Day before yesterday I learned many new words, 
and I want to learn more to-day. 


. I met John on the street three days ago, and I 
talked with him for an hour. 


. Week before last I went to the theater and saw a 
good play, and next week I shall go again. 


. Jane bought some cloth last week, and next week 
she will make a dress for her little sister. 


. Three weeks ago I sold my house, and week after 
next I shall buy another one. 


. Month before last we carried our plants into the 
other room, and next week we shall carry them 
into this room again. 


- Three months ago I received a letter from a 
friend in Europe, and next week I shall answer it. 


. Last year I read many books, and next year I shall 
read many more.. 


IO. 


II. 


12. 
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Year before last I wrote in my native language, but 
now I write in English. 


Last night I went home at six o'clock. I madea 
fre. I sat down to read; and when my brother 
came in, we talked an hour and a half about 
American history. 


Three years ago two of my fellow countrymen 
came to New York, and they stayed there for one 
year; then they went to Chicago. They are there 
now, and each has a comfortable home. 


Year before last I thought that I did not want to 
learn the English language; but last year I did 


not work because I could not speak the lan- 
guage of my new country. 


LESSON V 


NAMES OF THE MONTHS 


January July 
February August 
March September 
April October 
May November 
June December 


. I came to the United States on the first of last 


March. 


John was born on April ro, 1910, and his sister 
was born on June 6, 1914. 
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. In July and August the weather will be hot, and 


in October and November the weather will be cool. 


. In May the farmer will plant his corn, and in 


October he will gather it in. 


. The Fourth of July is a holiday in this coun- 


try. We celebrate the day of our independ- 


ence. 


. My friends will come to visit me in the middle of 


June, and I shall take them to the country for a 
picnic in the woods. 


. Last July when I had my vacation, I went to the 


country, where I helped my brother work on the 
farm. 


. On the last Tuesday of June Frank and Harry 


came from Europe, and they both live here now. 


. Last February, when the weather was very cold, I 


bought one ton of coal, for which I paid six 
dollars. 


The schools in the large cities of the United 
States are open for ten months of the year; so 
the children have only two months of vacation. 


Mr. Panos came to the United States on the fifth 
of last January, and he lived here one month ; then- 
he moved to Boston, where he will live for two or 
three years. 


IO. 


THE BEGINNER'S ENGLISH BOOK 43 
LESSON VI 


COMMON QUESTIONS ABOUT PERSONS 


. What is your name? 


My name is Ross Martino. 


. Where do you live? 


I live at number 1145 Fifth Avenue. 


- From what country did you come? 


I came from Italy. 


. When did you come to the United States? 


I came to the United States on June 14, 1921. 


. Which language do you speak? 


I speak the Italian language. 


. Is your father in this country? 


Yes. My father is here. 


. Is your mother in this country ? 


No. My mother is in Italy. 


. How many sisters have you? 


I have no sisters. 


. How many brothers have you? 


I have two here and one in Italy. 


How old are you? 
I am eighteen years old. 
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LESSON VII 
A FRIENDLY LETTER 


1463 Penn Avenue, 
Pittsburgh, Pa. 
April 6, 1921. 
My dear Sister, 

I shall write you a short letter in English. I can 
not write much, because I do not know many words. 
I go to school every day, and next month I shall know 
more words, and then I shall write you a long letter. 

We want you to come to Pittsburgh to visit us 
about the first of June. Come and stay two or three 
weeks with us. We can have a good time, because 
now I can go all over the city alone. 

Write to me and tell me when you will 
arrive in Pittsburgh, and I shall meet you at the station. 

It is time for me to go to school, so I must close. 

Your sister, 
Mary RUPERT. 


Envelope. 


Mary Rupert, 
1463 Penn Ave., 
Pittsburgh, Pa. 


Miss Jane Rupert, 
4625 Fifth Avenue, 
New York, 
New York. 


IO. 
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LESSON VIII 


BEFORE AFTER 


. Before you sit down, open your book. 
. After you sit down, open your book. 


. Before I came to the United States, I could not 


read or speak the English language. 


- I came here before half past nine o'clock, and I 


stayed until after half past three. 


. After I go home I shall eat my supper, and soon 


after supper I shall read my lesson to my brother. 


i 


Soon after I came to this country, I came to 
school; and soon after I came to school, I could 
understand a little English. 


. I shall read this book; and after I read it, I shall 


give it to you to read. 


. I worked all day to-day, and I am tired. But 


after I rest a short time, I shall go out for a walk. 


. I cannot become a citizen of the United States 


until I have been here five years. I have been 
here four years, and next year I can become a 


citizen. 


After I have lived in this country several years, I 
shall have a business of my own; then I shall own 


my home. 
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II. Before I began to study this language, I did not 
like it; but after I came to school for a month, I 
liked the language very much. 


I2. After you finish your. work to-morrow, I want 
you to bring your family to our house; then we 
shall sing some of our native songs. 


LESSON IX 
NEAR FAR 
near far 
a short distance a long distance 


I. The book is near to the box; but the pen is far 
from the box. 


2. I walk to school this year because I live near; but 
last year I rode to school because I lived far away. 


3. John walks a short distance to his work, but HEY 
has a long distance to go. 


4. It is a long distance from here to John's house. I 
cannot walk there; but I shall ride in a street car. 


A SHORT TIME A LONG TIME 


I. Europe is a long distance from the United States, 
and it took me a long time to come from there 
to this country. 


2. I sat in my room a long time last night and read 
my new book; then I went out for a short time to 
walk. 


THE BEGINNER'S ENGLISH BOOK 47 


3. It takes a long time to walk that long distance; but 
it takes a short time to travel it by automobile. 


4. When I came to this country, I traveled a short 
distance on land by railroad ; then I traveled a long 
distance on water by steamship. 


5. À short time ago I read about the first English 
people who crossed the Atlantic Ocean. They came 
in sailboats, and not in steamships as you and I 


came. 


6. Before I came to this country, I thought that 1 
could learn to speak the language in a short time; 
but now I think that it will take me a long time to 
learn to speak it well. 

7. I live a short distance from the school; therefore it 
takes me only a short time to come. But John lives 


a long distance from the school, and it takes him a 
long time to come. 


LESSON X 


PARTITIVE EXPRESSIONS 


all of them none of them 
many of them some of them 
part of them both of them 
most of them a few of them 
one of them half of them 


I. There are many buttons on the table. Put all of 
them into the tin box. 
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. Put some of them on the side of the table and a 


few of them on each end of the table. 


. Put half of them into the basket and give one of 


them to me. 


. There are two pencils on the table. Put both of 


them into your pocket. 


. There are many little buttons in the box. Most of 


them are white. Part of them are black; but one 
of them is red. 


. Take all of the little pencils from that box and put 


half of them on the chair and half of them on the 
window-sill. 


. I do not know all of these words. Many of them 


are new to me; but in a short time I shall know all 
of them. 


. Some of the pupils of this class can read well, and 


some of them cannot read much; but in a short 
time all of them will read well. 


. All of the pupils of this class came from foreign 


countries. Some of them came from Italy, a few 
of them came from Russia, and one of them came 
from China; but none of them came from Turkey. 


LESSON XI 
PRESENT PARTICIPLES IN PROGRESSIVE FORMS 
Reference matter for the learner. 


Present Tense Past Tense Present Participle 
go went going 
come came coming 
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write 
read 
speak 
talk 
erase 
sit 
eat 
tell 
see 
bring 
buy 
break 
cut 
do 
drink 
think 
stand 
sleep 


wrote 
read 
spoke 
talked 
erased 
sat 

ate 

told 
Saw 
brought 
bought 
broke 
cut 

did 
drank 
thought 
stood 
slept 


writing 
reading 
speaking 
talking 
erasing 
sitting 
eating 
telling 
seeing 
bringing 
buying 
breaking 
cutting 
doing 
drinking 
thinking 
standing 
sleeping 
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Note To THE TEACHER.—Point out that present participles 
are formed by adding -ing to the present forms. 


PRACTICE EXERCISES 


I am going 
You are going 
He is going 


We are going 
You are going 
They are going 


1. I am going to New York to meet my brother next 
week. He will arrive in America on next Thurs- 


day. 


2. You are standing talking to us, and we are sitting 


listening to you. 


3. They are sitting at the table eating bread and 
butter, and drinking tea. 
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. They are going to bring their violins; then they 


are going to play and sing for us. 


. I am buying a new house, and I am paying for it 


by the month. I am paying twenty dollars a month. 


- Iam making a new dress, and I am making it of 


beautiful blue woolen cloth. 


. They are learning the English language. They are 


reading, writing, and speaking in English. 


Are you using this book? 

Is he coming to-morrow? 

Are they buying a new house? 
Is he talking English? 


LESSON XII 


INTERROGATIVES 
THE INTERROGATIVES: Wao, WuicH, WHAT 


WHO 


. Who 1s the woman at the door? 


. Who took my pencil from the box and put it into 


the cupboard? 


. Who gave you that beautiful green box? 


. Who took those three matches from the box and 


put them on the edge of the table? 
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WHICH 

. Which papers did he put on the window? 

. Which of those two books did you give to John? 

. At which table did you sit? 


. Which boy took the tin boxes from the cupboard 
and put them here? 


WHAT 

. What is the name of that man at the door? 

. What is in the big wooden box on the floor? 

. From what box did he take these pens and pencils? 


. What did that woman put on the corner of the 
table? 


Interrogative Adverbs: Where, When, Why, How 


WHERE 

. Where are those pieces of leather, John? 

. Where did you put my hat and his book? 

. Where are Mr. and Mrs. Miller and their children? 


. Where are the papers for those men in the corner 


of the room? 
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WHEN 


. When do they go to work? 
. When did he put his knife here? 
. When did she give those beautiful boxes to you? 


- When did you pay for your book? 


WHY 


. Why do Mary and John come to school? 
. Why do those men sit at the table? 
. Why do they put their books into the cupboard? 


. Why do those girls take those pens from the basket? 


HOW 


. How much paper do you want? 
. How many pencils do you want? 
. How much did you pay for those pens? 


. How many pencils did you give them? 


NorE.—Dril frequently onquestions and their answers. 


LESSON XIII 


PRACTICE EXERCISES 


. Two new pupils came to our school yesterday, a 


boy anda girl. The boy’s name is Joseph, and the 
girl’s name is Sarah. 
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. Joseph and Sarah were both born in France. They 
are coming to school to learn the English language. 


. Joseph is sixteen years old, and Sarah is thirteen. 
They will come to school every day from nine 
o'clock until half past three. 


. After they go home, they will tell their mother 
about the school. They like to come, and we like 
to have them here. 


. On Saturday they will not come here; but they will 
go to visit their cousins. 


. In a few years they will be ready to go to high 
school, and in a few years after that they will go 
to college. 


. There are many pupils in this school; but there are 
many people on the street who are not pupils in 
any school. 


. Two months ago I came to this country, and two 
weeks ago I came to this school. Now I am learn- 
ing to speak the English language. 


. Three years ago my brother came to this school, 
and now at the age of fifteen he is in high school. 
He wants to go to college in order to become a 
lawyer. E 


. My friends, John and James, were born in a foreign 
country, and they are both non-English speaking 
people. After they learn to speak English well, 
they will go to work in a factory. 
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s. My father came to this country five years ago, and 
my mother and I came two years ago. I come to 
school every day; but my mother does not go to 
school. I speak well, and she does not. 


LESSON XIV 


THe DIFFERENT-DIFFERENCE PERPLEXITY 
Same, Differ, Different, Difference 


1. The books that are on the table are the same as 
those on the chair. 


2. She has two books that are the same in length, 
the same in width, and the same in color. 


3. He has two books that are different. They differ 
in length, they differ in width, they differ in thick- 
ness, and they differ in color. 


4. There is no difference in the pronunciation of those 
two words; but there is a great difference in the 
spelling of them. 


5. Those two men came from the same country; they 
came at different times. One of them can speak 
four different languages. 


6. I did not arrive in New York on the same day as 
my father arrived, because we set sail on different 
days; he sailed in March, and I sailed in April. 


Are those books the same? 

Is there any difference between those two books? 
Are those papers alike? 

Do those bottles differ in size? 
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LESSON XV 
CoMMON MEASURES 
Foot Rule, Yardstick, Pint, Quart, Gallon 


. Take the foot rule and measure the table and tell 
me its length. 


. Take the foot rule and measure Mr. Panos and 
tell me his height. 


. Measure the thickness of the table and tell me its 
thickness in inches. 


. With the yardstick measure this piece of string 
and give me its length in yards. 


. With the pint measure, measure this bottle and tell 
me how many pints it holds. 


. Yesterday I bought a gallon of milk, and my bill 
was forty-eight cents; therefore I paid twelve 
cents for one quart. 


. I shall buy a new rug for my room. Measure the 
length and the width of the room, and tell me how 
large a rug to buy. 


. I want a vessel having the capacity of six quarts. 
I have a two-quart pan, and I need a larger one. 


. James is going to the tailor to be measured for a 
suit. It takes three or four yards of material to 
make a man's suit. 
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IO. Mary will buy a piece of linen cloth to make a 
cover for her table. Measure her table and tell 
me how many yards to buy. 


What are the dimensions of this room? 
What is the capacity of that box? 

What quantity of milk do you want? 
What are the measurements of this table? 


LESSON XV Ii 


PAST PARTICIPLES 


Past Present 
Present Past Participle Participle 
go went gone going 
come came come coming 
write wrote written writing 
speak spoke spoken speaking 
talk talked talked talking 
erase erased erased erasing 
sit sat sat sitting 
eat ate eaten eating 
tell told told telling 
see saw seen seeing 
bring brought brought bringing 
buy bought bought buying 
break broke broken breaking 
cut cut cut cutting 
do did done doing 
drink drank drunk drinking 
sleep slept slept sleeping 
am was been being 
send sent sent sending 
sell sold sold selling 


Reference matter for the learner. 
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PRACTICE EXERCISES 


PRESENT PERFECT TENSE 


I have written We have written 
You have written You have written 
He has written They have written 


. The teacher has written the lesson on the black- 
board, and the pupils have written it on their papers. 


. The teacher has come to teach you, and you have 
come to learn. 


. We have read our lessons, we have written our 
lessons, and we have talked about our lessons. 


. She has written to her mother, and she has told her 
that John has just arrived from Europe. 


. I have been at the store, and I have bought a few 


apples for dinner. 


. I have eaten my breakfast, and I have walked for 
an hour, and now I shall read for a while. 


. I have written my lesson on the blackboard. I 


have erased it, and I have spoken what I wrote. 
| 


. They have lived on this street for a long time, and 
now they have bought a new house on another 


street. 


. I have not been in Chicago, but my father and 


mother have both been there. 
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PAST PERFECT TENSE 


I had written We had written 
You had written You had written 
He had written They had written 


I. I had read my lesson, and I had written it before 
you came. 


2. I had gone before she told the story. 


3. I had never seen John's cousin until I went to 
John's house last night. 


4. I had never read this story before; but I had read 
another story about George Washington. 


LESSON XVII 
DisTINCTION BETWEEN SIT AND SET 
I. Set the box on the table and sit down. 
2. Sit down and set the box on the table. 


3. Set all of those bottles on that bench and sit there 
beside them. 


4 Set Mary on that little chair and let her sit there 
to study her lesson. 


5. Sit down, please, and set your box on the floor. 


IO. 


TS 


I2. 


13. 


14. 
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. Set that boy down, and tell him to sit there for a 


half hour. 


. Tell Mary to set a chair at the table; and then tell 


Mr. Green to sit on it and eat dinner with us. 


. Harry set that box there an hour ago, and it has 


sat there ever since. Please set it in the cup- 
board before you sit down. 


. Both John and Mary have been sitting on that 


bench a long time. I want them to sit there every 
day to study their lessons. 


On last Saturday I went to the railroad station to 
meet my uncle and aunt. They were both there, 
sitting on the bench waiting for me. 


I like to sit on the seashore at sunset and watch 
the boats go out to sea. 


I sat here yesterday, and I have been sitting here 
again to-day watching the children play in the 
water. 


Where are those children? A few minutes ago 
they were here, sitting on the floor setting blocks 
in a row on the edge of the rug. 


Set that bottle of ink here on the table; and I shall 
sit and write some of the new words in my book. 


Did you sit on that chair yesterday? 
Did you set this chair beside the table? 
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LESSON XVIII 


THE USE OF IF 


. If I had a paper and a pencil, I should write my 


lesson. 


. If you want to speak well, you must study hard. 


- If you can spare the time, come to my house to- 


morrow and spend the day with us. We have 
much to talk about. 


. If I had a pen and some ink, I should spend some 


time writing a story about George Washington, 
the first president of the United States. 


. He said that if he could get off from his work, he 


should go to Cleveland to visit his oldest brother. 


. If I were your brother, I should not go to work 


yet, but I should go to school awhile first. 


. If you want a hat of the same style and of 


either the same or a different color, I can get it 
for you. 


. If they are going the same day as we are, we may 


travel together. I should enjoy talking with them 
as we travel along. 


. If I were he, I should go to them and ask them 


for more money; and if they would not give more 
money, then I should look for work in another 
place. 


If I had been in this country five years ago, I 
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should now have a business of my own. If I make 
as much money next year as I made last year, I 
shall soon have my own restaurant. 


LESSON XIX 
THE Use oF WHETHER 


. He feels the table to learn whether it is rough or 
smooth. 


. She feels the cloth to learn whether it is hard or 
soft. 


. She feels the water to find out whether it is cold 
or warm. 


. I do not know whether or not that man can speak 
the Greek language. 


. We cannot tell whether the weather will be warm 
or cold to-morrow. 


. He has lost his money. I do not know whether it 
is because he is a bad manager, or whether it is the 
fault of his partner. 


. When he comes in, he will tell us whether or not 
he is going to accept the new position that was 
offered him last week. 


. Let me know by the first of the month whether or 
. not you will accept my offer for that house. This 


is all that I am able to pay. 
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I did not know whether you were going this week, 
or whether you were not going until sometime next 
week. 


I am not sure whether or not I shall be able to 
hold my present job. It is very hard for me be- 
cause I do not understand tbe orders that are 
given to me. 


LESSON XX 


THE VERB USE Tue Noun UskE 


. We use pens and pencils to write our lessons. 


. We use pencil-paper and pencils when we write 


our lessons; but when we write letters, we use 
letter-paper, pens, and ink. 


. John and Mary use both gas and electricity in their 


house; gas for heating and electricity for lighting. 


. The tailor uses the heavy woolen cloth to make the 


winter overcoat, and he uses the light woolen cloth 
to make the light spring overcoat. 


. Our grandfathers did not use automobiles to travel 


long distances as we do; but they used horses. 


. Steamships were not used in the time of Columbus; 


but sailboats were used, and it took a long time to 
travel by water in those days. - 


. On the first of the week I bought myself a new pen- 


cil. I have used it for almost a week, and I can use 
it for another week. 
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8. When I first came to this country, I used the dic- 
tionary every day. But now I do not need to use 


it so much, because I am more familiar with the 
words. 


1. I do not know the use of this word. I find it 
difficult to use all of these words correctly. 


2. What use can be made of this room? It has not 
been in use for a long time. 


3. If they want to finish their work in an hour, E 
must make good use of their time. 


Did you use my pen? 
How do you use this word? 


What is the use of this thing? 
Of what use is this to you? 


LESSON XXI 
LEAF, Leaves, Live, Livep, Diz, Diep, DEAD, DEALA 
1. Here are two dead leaves and two living leaves. 
2. Lack of water will cause the death of leaves. 


3. In the fall the leaves of most of our trees die, and 
the dead leaves fall to the ground. 


4. In the spring time the living leaves come, and the 
trees are made beautiful again. 


5. Tea is the dried leaves of the tea plant. Millions 
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of people all over the world drink tea. This tea is 
made by pouring boiling water over the dried tea 
leaves. 


LEAVE, LEFT Live, LIVED 


. He lived here one year ; but he will leave for Europe 


next month. 


. He left this room an hour ago, and I see that he 


has left a package here. Before he leaves to- 
morrow, we shall give it to him. 


. Mr. Mitchell has lived here for a long time; but he 


will leave to-morrow for another city. 


. After I have lived here for a month or two, I shall 


leave and go to another part of the state. 


. I had lived there ten years, when a man came along 


one day and bought my house. We left the place 
the next week. 


. If I put fifty dollars into the bank this month, it 


leaves me sixty dollars to use for expenses. I 
think that I can live on that amount for a short 
time. 


. Some one told me that when Abraham Lincoln was 


a boy, he slept on a bag of leaves for a bed. And 
this boy lived to become president of the United 
States. 


LESSON XXII 
As 


. As I came to school to-day, I saw Charles standing 


on the street corner talking with David. 
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- As I was riding along in the street car, I read an 
interesting article in the newspaper. 


. As I sat in the railroad station waiting for my train, 
I saw Mr. and Mrs. Long go to their train for New 
York. 


- As I was crossing the Atlantic Ocean to come to 
America, I heard a few people talking in the Eng- 
lish language. 


. As my sister and I passed through the store, we 
saw many people buying summer clothing. 


. As I entered the car, I saw Carrie. She said that 
her sister was coming from Europe, and that she 
would arrive the first of next week. 


. They were coming up the street as I went down. 
I turned around and went with them to their home. 


. She gave me this book as I came in. It is a good 
book, and when I have finished it, I shall let you 
read it. 


. As I stood at the window and watched the people 
pass by, I thought of another city that I have 
visited. 


LESSON XXIII 


. My book is as large as yours, and it is just as in- 
teresting as yours. ' 


. His pen is the same as mine; they are both foun- 
tain pens. One writes as well as the other. 
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I like this work just as well as I liked the work that 
I did last year. 


. John does his work as well as Jane, and better than 


Henry. 


. This coat fits as well as, if not better than the one 


I had last year. 


. This table is just as long and just as wide as the 


other table. 


. The boy is just as tall and just as heavy as the girl; 


but neither of them is very tall or very heavy. 


. This coffee is not so good as the coffee that we had 


last week, and this cost three or four cents a 
pound more. 


. The quality of this leather is not so good as the 


quality of the leather that I bought last week; but 
the price 1s more reasonable. 


. To-morrow I shall not come so early as I came to- 


day, because there 1s not so much work to do. 


- I do not live so far away as you do, and it does not 


take me so long to come. 


. Now she talks as well as he; but she does not write 


so well. However, after she has been here in school 
a little longer, she will write well, as well as any 
one in the class. 
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LESSON XXIV 


CORRELATIVES 
bol uuu. and though ee yet 
not only ..... but also although ....... still 
either ....... Or SINCE Me. 24-24 etes therefore 
neither ...... nor aee So.  e A, then 


4. 


S: 


. I told both Mary and John to go to the table. 


. I want not only Mary and John but also James 


and Paul to go to the door. 


. I want either Mary or John to go to the black- 


board. 
I want neither James nor Paul to go. 


Though there was much trouble in Europe, yet I 


managed to get away and come to America. 


. Since I paid twenty cents for two pens, therefore 


the cost of one pen 1s ten cents. 


. If I go to see him to-day, then I shall not go to- 


morrow. 


. Both James and Paul have had not only four years 


in high school but also two years at the Musical 
Institute. 


. They offered me this position; and they will give 


me not only a good salary but also a fine office. I 
must either accept or decline the offer within two 
weeks. 
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If all the members could be persuaded to come 
to the meeting, they might not only pay their dues 
but also pay some money into the treasury. 


Although I have been studying this subject for a 
long time, still I do not have a clear understand- 


ing of it yet. I must either find some books to 
read or find some one who will explain it to me. 


LESSON XXV 


FILL, FULL, FEEL 


. Fill the little bottle full of water and the big bottle 


half full. 


. Feel the bottle to learn whether the water is cold 


Or warm. 


. I need a full box of chalk, and that box is only 


half full. 


. He took seven matches from that full box on the 


end of the table. 


. This book is full of beautiful pictures; that other 


book is full of interesting reading. 


. To know English well fills us with confidence to 


do our work. It will not only make us happy, but 
it will also make us able to earn more money. 


. There is no one here to fill his position, and I do 


not feel that I have time to do his work and mine 
too. 


8. 
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Columbus filled his ships with enough food to 
last for many days; then he set out on his journey. 
He did not feel afraid, because he was full of 
hope. 


. Day by day they sat on the decks of the vessels and 


watched the sun rise and set. By and by some one 
saw land a long distance off, then all were full of 


Joy. 

At last they reached land, and filled with delight, 
they landed and set up a flag in honor of Spain. 
In a short time they started for home, feeling 
that they had made a great discovery. 


LESSON XXVI 
LET 


. Let me have your pencil, please; mine is broken. 
. Let me see that book; it looks like mine. 


. Let him have your knife to sharpen his pencil; he 


lost his on the way to school to-day. 


. After we have eaten our supper let us go to the 


theater; Henry says that there is a good play this 
week. 


. Let us tell the children a story about the Indians, 


the red people who lived in America before the 
Europeans came. 


. Please let me help you with that work; you have 


too much to do to-day, and I have time to help you. 
Let us work together. 
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. Let us get up early to-morrow and go to a store 


and buy our heavy winter clothing. The weather 
is getting cold, and we need warm clothes. 


. We must have some fresh air in this room. Let us 
open the windows and let the air come in. 


. Let all those who sit at the tables have spelling 
books, and let all of the others have readers. 


LESSON XXVII 


KNow KNOWLEDGE 


. I do not know what you have in your hand. 


. I have no knowledge of what you have in your 


hand. 


. He has no knowledge of what you put into the box. 


. James does not know the names of those people. 


He says that he never saw them, and that he does 
not know what they want here. 


. When I have a good knowledge of the English 


language, then I want to get some knowledge of 
a useful trade. 


. It is difficult to make a machine like that one in 


the mill It requires a knowledge of machinery 
that only few people have. 


. Mr. Williams wanted me to come over and make a 


fence around his lot; but I have no knowledge of 


IO. 
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fence making, and I told him to get Mr. Doyle to 
do it. 


- I do not know the exact meaning of this word. I 


shall spend a short time studying it; then if I 
have no more knowledge than I now have, I shall 
ask some one to help me. 


. When I first came to this country, I did not know 


many people with whom I could talk; but now I 
have a better knowledge of the language, and I 
have many friends. 


That strange man did not know the way to the 
railroad station. He asked me to direct him; 
but he did not have enough knowledge of English 
to understand me. 


LESSON XXVIII 


LIE Lay 
lie, lay, lain, lying 


. Tell him to lie down and take a sleep to-day. 
. We lay down yesterday and slept two hours. 
. That book has lain there for three or four days. 


. It was lying there when I went out day before 


yesterday. 


. A little child is lying on the couch sleeping. She 


lay there yesterday also. 
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lay, laid, laid, laying 

I. Now you see me lay the book on the table. 

2. I laid the book there last week. 

3. He has laid all of the books on the table. 


4. Look at the little girl laying stones on the walk. 


I. I laid that paper there. Let it lie there until I 
come home. 


2. I have laid five letters on the table, and now I lay 
another there. 


3. When I lay down last night, I laid my watch on the 
dresser. 


4. At ten o'clock I laid the paper down, and then I 
lay down to sleep. 


5. I laid that book there a long time ago, and it has 
lain there ever since. 


6. Lay the child down, and let him lie there to sleep. 


7. He lay there all day yesterday; but now he is up, 
and he is laying those cards on the window-sill. 


LESSON XXIX 
POSITIVE AND COMPARATIVE FORMS OF ADJECTIVES 


tall short good heavy | long 
taller shorter better heavier longer 


1. There are two men at the end of the table. John 
is the taller of the two. 
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2. Let the taller one sit at the end of the table, and 
the shorter one sit at the side of the table. 


3. Those two books are both good, a the little one 
is the better of the two. 


4. They put two stones on the table. 
The one on this corner is the heavier. 


5. Give him the longer of those two pencils, and put 
the shorter one on the window-sill. 


6. Let her have the better piece of cloth because she 
wants to make a good dress. 


7. Those two coats are both good, but I like the 
shorter one better than the longer one. 


8. James is the taller of those two men, but Henry 


is the heavier. 


9. The older of those two men is the better prepared 
to do his work. If you can, take the older one 


to do your work. 


IO. The softer piece of cloth is the better, and it will 


make a better coat. 


I. There are two pencils on the table. Give me the 
longer one. 


2. John is the taller of those two men at the table. 


3. Mary is the heavier of those two girls. 
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. Take the longer piece of string and give the shorter 


piece to me. 


. James is the taller of those two boys, but Henry is 


the heavier. 


JSS ON) OO 


THE USE OF SUPERLATIVES 


tall short good heavy long 
taller shorter better heavier longer 
tallest shortest best heaviest longest 


. Of all the men in this room, Harry is the tallest, and 


William is the shortest. 


. There are three books on the table , but this one is 


the best. 


. This box is the heaviest and longest that I have. 


. Here is a full box of pens. The longest pen is the 


best. You may take it, and I shall take the shortest. 


You may have the longest and heaviest piece of 
wire, and I shall take the shortest and lightest piece. 


. Guy has grown much taller and heavier than he 


was. Now he is the tallest and heaviest one of the 
family. 


. I knew him best of all the family, and I like him 


better than I like his brother. 
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. We want to know the shortest and best way to go, 
because we want to go in a shorter time than we 
went before. 


. He is known as the best workman in the shop. He 
is even more skillful than some of those who have 
been there longer than he has. He is also the quick- 
est workman there, and he can do his work in the 
shortest time. 


LESSON XXXI 
More Most 


. These flowers are more beautiful than those that 
I had last week. 


. Those are the most beautiful flowers that I have 
seen in this part of the country. 


. John told the most interesting story that I have 
heard for a long time. Let him tell it to you some 
day. 


. In her work Mary is more thorough than Jane, bat 
Jane is quicker than Mary. 


. She did her work more carefully to-day than she 
did it last week. She will soon learn to be a most 
careful worker. 


. Harry is more economical than Thomas, but Will- 
iam is the most economical of the family. 
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. John Smith thought that if he should take a more 


northern route than Columbus took, he could find 
a passage to the Indies. 


. That is the most horrible accident that has happen- 


ed on the railroad for a long time. It is even more 
horrible than the one that occurred at the crossing 
last year. 


. At the dinner the other night they spoke about that 


man who came in just now. He has been most 
successful 1n his business, and he is one of the most 
able men in the organization. 


LESSON XXXII 
WHOM 


To whom, for whom, with whom, 
from whom, about whom, by whom 


. To whom shall I go for work? 


I do not know to whom to go for work. 


. For whom do you work? 


That is the man for whom I work. 


- With whom did you come to school? 


There is the man with whom I came. 


. From whom did he buy his house? 


He did not tell me from whom he bought his house. 


. About whom were they talking? 


I do not know about whom they were talking. 
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6. By whom was that book written? 
I shall see by whom it was written. 


7. I do not know for whom he works, but I do know 
with whom he lives. 


8. He does not know to whom to apply for work, and 
he does not know from whom to get advice about 
it. 

9. They asked by whom that fine house was built, and 


to whom it now belongs; and if it is for rent, 
from whom it can be rented . 


LESSON XXXIII 


CONTRACTIONS AND NEGATIVE SENTENCES 


haven’t: have not aren't: are not 
isn’t: is not weren't: were not 
don't: do not hadn't: had not 


didn't: did not 
NO NONE ANY 


I. There is no book there. 
There is not any book there. 
There isn't any book there. 
There is none there. 


NOTHING ANYTHING 


2. There is nothing in the box. 
There is not anything in the box. 
There isn't anything in the box. 
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NOBODY ANYBODY 


3. There is nobody in that room. 
. . There is not anybody in that room. 
There isn't anybody in that room. . 


I. I have no pens. 
I have not any pens. 
I haven't any pens. 


2. I have nothing in my hand. 
` J have not anything in my hand. 
I haven't anything in my hand. 


3. They said nothing about it. 
They did not say anything about it. 
They didn't say anything about it. 


4. I can do nothing for you. 
I cannot do anything for you. 
I can't do anything for you. 


5. I told him nothing. 

I did not tell him anything. 

I didn't tell him anything. 

Norr.—Teach contractions, but discourage their use for 
a time. Especially, discourage the use of "can't." Observa- 
tion shows that until beginners have learned to stress the 
final consonant, their utterances of can’t (with a weakened t) 


are apt to be mistaken for can. Urge them to use cannot 
in business. D i 


LESSON XXXIV 
WHEN, WHERE, WHILE, DURING 


1. When I came in, you were pines at ne table 
writing a letter. 


IO. 


II. 
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. Where you are going, the garden is full of the 


most beautiful flowers. 


. While you were writing, I was reading an 


interesting story about the early settlers of 
America. 


. During the night he does the most important work 


that is to be done in the factory. 


- When I heard that Mr. Panos was coming to this 


country, I wrote him a letter asking him to come 
here. 


. While I was standing on the corner talking to one 


of my friends, James came along and asked us 
to go to the theater with him. 


. During Columbus's voyage the sailors became dis- 


couraged and wanted to go back to Europe. 


. I have read that when Captain Smith and his band 


of men were in Virginia, they almost starved to 
death. 


. The French people once occupied the place where 


Pittsburgh now stands, and the Dutch people once 
occupied the place where New York now stands. 


Sometimes the Indians made their most brutal 
attacks upon the colonists while they were wor- 
shipping in church. 


When they come we shall go into the meeting and 
stay while they sing the beautiful songs. 
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12. During the week that my cousin visits me, some- 
time when we are all at home, come and spend the 
day with us. 


LESSON XXXV 


ADJECTIVES AND ADVERBS 


ADJECTIVES ADVERBS 
extravagant extravagantly 
careful carefully 
successful successfully 
abundant abundantly 
kind kindly 
thoughtful thoughtfully 
thankful thankfully 
grateful gratefully 
economical economically 
quick quickly 

slow slowly 
prompt promptly 
immediate immediately 
cheerful cheerfully 
hasty hastily 


I. He is a slow and careful worker. 
He works slowly and carefully. 


2. Jim is a successful writer. 
Jim writes successfully. 


3. They have an abundant supply. 
They are abundantly supplied. 
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. Is this spelling correct? 
Do I spell correctly? 


. Did you make an exact copy? 
Did you copy this exactly? 


. The growth of the corn was rapid. 
The corn grew rapidly. 


. They were earnest students. 
They study earnestly. 


. John laughed a merry laugh. 
John laughed merrily. 


LESSON XXXVI 
WHAT THAT 


. This is what you want. 
This 1s the box that you want. 


. I gave him what he wanted. 
I gave him the paper that he wanted. 


. We shall see what they are doing. 
We shall see the work that they do. 


. I have told them what John said. 


I have told them everything that John said. 


. They know what you want. 
They know the box that you want. 
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. They make what you see on the table. 
They made the dresses that you saw on the table. 


. I do not understand what you say. 'The words 


that you use are too difficult for me. 


. We knew all the people that were there, but we 


did not know what they were talking about. 


. This is the best pencil in the box. It is the one 
that I want to use to-day. 


He has told me everything that I needed to know, 
and he seemed to know just what was necessary 


to finish the work. 


We want you to learn all that you can here, and 
we want you to learn what you learn well. 


LESSON XXXVII 
IMPERSONAL Use or It, Ir as AN EXPLETIVE 


IMPERSONAL 


- It is blowing and raining very hard. 
. It is half past five o'clock, and it is time to go home. 
. It was thawing when I came in. 


. It behooves me to go to work, if I finish before 


six o’clock. 
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. It is very dark these nights. 

. It 1s moderating a little now. 

. It has been freezing all day. 

. It is too soon to go to the train. 


EXPLETIVE 


. It is an easy word to understand. 

. It was a pleasure to see those pictures. 

. It will be impossible to forget that lesson. 

. It is a good thing to Mes that knowledge. 

. It proved very difficult to find out the truth. 

. It was a disappointment to me not to see you there. 


. It is easier to see the faults of others than ta recog- 
nize our own faults. 


LESSON XXXVIII 
ACTIVE AND PASSIVE VOICE 


. Active voice: I give this book to you. 

Passive voice: This book is given to you by me. 
Active voice: I gave this book to you. | 
Passive voice: This book was given to you by me. 
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2. Active voice: He tells a story to me. 
Passive voice; A story is told to me by him. 
Active voice: He told a story to me. 
Passive voice: A story was told to me by him. 


3. Active voice: She puts the box on the table. 
Passive voice: The box is put on the table by her. 
Active voice; She put the box on the table. 
Passive voice: The box was put on the table by 

her. 


4. Active voice: They lay their books on the table. 
Passive voice: Their books are being laid on the 
table by them. 
Active voice: They laid their books on the table. 
Passive voice: Their books were laid on the table 
by them. — 


Note that the passive voice is formed by using the 
verb be as an auxiliary and the past participle of the 
verb as the principal verb. 


LESSON XXXIX 
IDIOMATIC USE AND OMISSION OF To 
1. Give the book to me. 


Give me the book. 


2. Give those nails to them. 
Give them those nails. 


3. Tell the story to them. 
Tell them the story. 


4. Bring the pens to us. 
Bring us the pens. 


THE BEGINNER'S ENGLISH BOOK 85 


5. Gather some flowers for me. 
Gather me some flowers. 


After may, can, must, might, could, would, and 
and should, £o is not used. 


I. I may come to-morrow. 
I can write my name. 
He must learn his lesson. 
He might tell you. 

I could do it for you. 
She would not go. 
I should give her one. 


2. I may go to-day, but I shall not go to-morrow. 
He can get it to-day, but he cannot get it to-morrow. 
I must do my work now because I cannot do it 
next week. 
He might come this afternoon, but he will not come 
this forenoon. 
I could show you my house, but I cannot show 
you her house. 
I should enjoy reading a good book if I could get 
one. 
If you would permit me, I should give you one. 


LESSON XL 
RELATIVE PRONOUNS 
Wuo, WuicH, TuHaT, As, WHAT 
Nominative who which 


Possessive whose whose 
Objective whom which 
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WHO 
I. I do not know the man who came in just now. 
2. It was I who told you to go. 
3. It is I who am using your pencil. 
4. Give paper to those who need it. 
5. That is the tree whose branches were broken. 
6. The men whom you paid will come to-morrow. 
7. I live with the friend whom you met yesterday. 
8. John Smith. who is my friend, lives here. 

WHICH 

I. Get the same book which you read yesterday. 


2. This hat, which I bought at Kaufmann’s, is a good 
hat. 


3. The horse which stands at the corner belongs to a 
policeman. 


4. That is the box which contains the chalk. 
THAT 

I. The boat that Columbus sailed in was small. 

2. All that you tell me is true. 


3. There was no one there that I knew. 


THE BEGINNER'S ENGLISH BOOK 87 


4. Let me use the same book that I used yesterday. 


iS) 


. Seeing is believing. 


. She understands cooking. 


AS 


. Did you ever hear such fine music as that? 


. Your book is the same as mine. 


WHAT 


. What I tell you is true. 
. He always does what he is told to do. 
. I have studied what was assigned to me. 


. I have learned much from what you have given us. 


LESSON XLI 


VERBAL NOUNS IN -ing 


. Walking is good exercise. 

. We enjoyed her singing. 

. Talking to him 1s useless. 

. Speaking about it 1s unnecessary. 


. This is a pleasant evening for rowing on the lake. 


P 
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He is afraid of falling. 


VERBAL NOUNS IN -ing USED AS ADJECTIVES. 


. This sleeping car is new. 

. The folding chair is useful. 

. A lying man is not to be trusted. 

. Spending-money 1s scarce. 

. Grumbling people are not pleasant. 
. Washing machines save labor. 

. À crying child ran down the street. 


. A smiling child looked at me. 


CESSON XLI 


Past PARTICIPLES USED AS ADJECTIVES 


INFINITIVES USED as Nouns 


PAST PARTICIPLES USED AS ADJECTIVES 


. There is a broken pen on the table. 
. There is a written record of that event. 
. You have his spoken word for it. 


. A closed box is on the table. 
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5. A burnt match was on the floor. 
6. The encouraged sailors went on. 
7. Those frightened children went home. 
8. An educated person likes to read. 
9- That knitted jacket is warm. 

INFINITIVES USED AS NOUNS 

1. To secure a seat was impossible. 
2. To sing well requires practice. 
3. His delight is to travel. 
4. My wish is to see you immediately. 
5. To decide was to act. 
6. He has but one aim in life, to succeed. 
7. I give you this choice,—to buy, to rent, or to build. 


8. It is easy to understand you. 


g. It will be impossible to forget. 


LESSON XLIII 
Worps, PHRASES, AND CLAUSES USED As MODIFIERS 
wise (word modifier) 


of wisdom (phrase modifier) 
who is wise (clause modifier) 
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I. A wise man 
A man of wisdom was wanted. 
A man who is wise 


A wise man was wanted. 
A man of wisdom was wanted. 
A man who is wise was wanted. 
2. An angry person 
A person in anger speaks hastily. 
A person who is angry 
An angry person speaks hastily. 
A person in anger speaks hastily. 
A person who is angry speaks hastily. 
an interesting letter. 


3. I received a letter of interest. 
a letter that is interesting. 


I received an interesting letter. 


I received a letter of interest. 
I rceived a letter that was interestng. 


LESSON XLIV 
CoGNATE OBJECTS 
A cognate obj ect repeats the verb idea in noun form. 
1. I shall drink a cool drink of water. 
2. He sang a song. 


3. She lived a life of usefulness. 


PHRASES HAVING THE OFFICE OF PREPOSITIONS 


T- 
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. The child dreamed a frightful dream. 
. He promised a solemn promise. 

. James laughed a merry laugh. 

. She sleeps a sound sleep. 

. I shall light the light at seven. 

. I breathed a long breath of fresh air. 

. He called a loud call. 

. ohe gave a beautiful gift. 

. He shot a straight shot. 

. They fight a hard fight. 


- I cut a deep cut in my hand. 


. He died a noble death. 

. It rafned a heavy rain. 

. It snowed a light snow last night. 
. He ordered a big order of goods. 


. I shall drive a long drive into the country. 


LESSON XLV 


according to 
I did this work according to directions. 


9I 
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. because of 


They did not come because of the rain. 


. in place of 


Use this paper in place of that. 


. from under 


'Take that book from under the box. 


. in addition to 


I want a pen in addition to a pencil. 


. in case of 


In case of fire we can use the fire-escapes. 


. with regard to 


He is telling me something with regard to the 
management of the club. 


. in spite of 


I got it in spite of his objections. 


. by way of 


I shall go by way of the lake. 


in front of 
It stands in front of the house. 


for the sake of 
I shall do it for the sake of my father. 


round about 
They went in such a round about way. 


in opposition to 
He did all that he could in opposition to their idea. 
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LESSON XLVI 
DERIVATIVES 


PRODUCE, PRODUCER, PRODUCT, PRODUCTIVE 
UNPRODUCTIVE, PRODUCTION 


I. This land does not produce well. 

2. This man 1s a producer of cotton. 

3. Cotton 1s the leading product of this region. 

4. This land 1s very productive. 

5. This land 1s unproductive. 

6. There was a large production of cotton last year. 


FORTUNE, FORTUNATE, UNFORTUNATE, FORTUNATELY, 
UNFORTUNATELY, MISFORTUNE 


I. He received a fortune in money. 

2. He was a fortunate man to receive the money. 

3. He was unfortunate not to receive the money. 

4. Fortunately, he received the money. 

5. Unfortunately, he did not receive the money. 

6. It was a misfortune for him to lose the money. 
SAVE, SAFE, UNSAFE, SAFETY, SAFELY 


1. The fireman will save the lives of the people. 
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2. The people are all safe now. 

3. That bridge is unsafe. 

4. They are in places of safety. 

5. They were all taken safely across the river. 


Use, Unusep, Misusep, Userut, USELESS, 
Use (noun), USEFULNESS 


1. I never use this machine. 

2. I put the unused pencils into the box. 

3. He has misused the machine, and it is broken. 
4. This machine is useful. 


5. That machine is useless to us. 

6. Of what use are those machines? 

7. I know of the usefulness of this machine. 

ABLE, UNABLE, DISABLE, ENABLE, ABILITY, Digs: 
I. I am not able to write well yet. 

2. I am unable to do it 

3. That accident will disable him for work. 

4. That will enable you to do it. 

5. He has not the ability to do U 


6. He was paid money because of disability to do his 
work. " 
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CHANGE, CHANGEABLE, UNCHANGED 
EXCHANGE, INTERCHANGE 


I. I want to change my coat before I go. 

2. This weather is changeable. 

3. The price remains unchanged. 

4. I shall exchange these shoes for larger ones. 


5. They will interchange the pieces of that machine. 


LESSON XLVII 
Some IpIoMATIC EXPRESSIONS - 


The learner will acquire the precise meanings 
(exact shades of meaning) from use; he will find in 
the parentheses indications of the meanings, more or 
less accurate, that will serve for the time being. 


I. after awhile ( in a short time) 
I shall go after awhile. 


2. all at once (suddenly) 
All at once the rain began to fall. 


3. before long (soon) 
He will come before long. 


4. break up (stop) 
They will break up the meeting. 


s. bring about (to cause to be) 
They brought about an agreement. 
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16. 
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18. 
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. blind to (ignorant of) 


I am not blind to their actions. 


. close at hand (near) 


I keep my dictionary close at hand. 


. come about (happen) 


How did it come about? 


. come by (obtain or get) 


How did he come by all that money? 


come on (advance) 
The work is coming on well. 


do without (dispense with) 
I shall do without my lunch to-day. 


find out (learn) 
I cannot find out who did it. 


get away (escape) 
The thief tried to get away. 


get up (arise) 
I shall get up at six o'clock. 


get through (finsh) 
I must get through with my work soon. 


get to (arrive) 
They will get to the city to-morrow. 


get behind (become tardy) 
He is getting behind with his lessons. 


go against (oppose) 
I shall not go against his wishes. 


EO, 


20. 


2T. 


22. 


23. 


24. 


25. 


26. 


p 


28. 


29. 


30. 


ET. 
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going on (happening) 
What 1s going on in the street? 


good deal (much) 
He has a good deal of money. 


hardly enough (insufficient) 
He has hardly enough money to pay for it. 


hold back (delay) 
The rain will hold back the work. 


more or less (approximately) 


There are ten, more or less. 


out and out (entire) 
Jt was an out and out failure. 


on foot (walking) 
Thev came on foot. 


on foot (in existence) 
There is a movement on foot to stop that nuisance. 


once in a while (occasionally) 
I go there once in a while. 


put by (save) 
He has put by some money. 


put off (postpone) 
The meeting is put off until to-morrow. 


put out (expel) 
He was put out of the club. 


put out (extinguish) 
The fire was quickly put out. 
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32: 


33: 


34. 


35- 


36. 


37. 


38. 


SE 


40. 


41. 


42. 


43. 
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put through (complete) 
They put through much work to-day. 


put up (offer for sale) 
It was put up at a low price. 


put up (preserve) 
I put up some fruit to-day. 


put up with (endure) 
I cannot put up with that noise. 


pour in (come in great numbers) 
The people came pouring in at five o'clock. 


run after (pursue) 
The policeman ran after the thief. 


run away (flee) 
The child ran away from home. 


run across (encounter) 
Where did you run across that book? 


run out (come to an end) 
'The supplies have run out. 


run on (continue) 
Do not let the debt run on. 


run up (increase) 
The price has run up. 


see about (attend to) 
Let us see about that business. 


. set forth (start) 


They set forth on their journey in October. 


45. 


46. 


47. 


48. 


49. 


50. 


THE BEGINNER’S ENGLISH BOOK 99 


shook his head (a negative answer) 
When I asked her, she shook her head. 


used to be (was) 
I used to be a pupil there. 


upside down (inverted) 
That picture is upside down. 


wait on (serve) 
The salesman will wait on you. 


well to do (thrifty) 
They are well to do people. 


write out (write in complete form) 
Write out your name in full. 


LESSON XLVIII 


CHARACTERISTIC VERBS 


The wind blows. The birds fly. 
The wind howls. The birds chirp. 
The wind falls. The bird sings. 
The clouds fly. The dog barks. 
The clouds scatter. The dog howls. 
The rain falls. The cat mews. 
The rain pours. The cat purrs. 
The rain beats down. The cow lows. 
The thunder roars. The horse neighs. 
The sun rises. The clock ticks. 
‘The sun shines. The clock strikes. 
The sun sets. . The clock runs. 
The moon shines. The flag waves. 
The stars twinkle. The flag flies. 


The street car runs. The hinge creaks. 
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The telephone line runs across the lot. 
The railroad runs in front of the house. 
The river runs down the mountain side. 


LESSON XLIX 
A BUSINESS LETTER 


sgo4 Grant St., 
Pittsburgh, Pa., 
June 20, 1921. 
Messrs, Solomon and Swartz, 
316 Smithfield St., 
Pittsburgh, Pa. 

Dear Sirs :—In the Pittsburgh Sun of June 19 I read 
your advertisement inquiring for a Greek man to act 
as salesman and interpreter at your store. I am 
twenty-four years old, and I can read, write, and 
speak both Greek and English. I should like to talk 
with you about the position. Please let me know when 
I may come to see you. 

Yours very truly, 
Emanuel Demos. 


ENVELOPE 


Emanuel Demos, 
504 Grant St., 
Pittsburgh, Pa. 


Messrs. Solomon and Swartz, 
316 Smithfield St., 
Pittsburgh, Pa. 


DARILHKEE 
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LESSON I 
Tur Doc AND His SHaApow. 


A. dog had a piece of meat in his mouth, and he 
was carrying it home to eat it in peace. On his way 
he had to cross a plank lying across a brook. As he 
crossed, he looked down and saw his shadow in the 
water beneath. He thought it was another dog with 
another piece of meat, and he made up his mind to 
have that also. So he snapped at the shadow in the 
water; but as he opened his mouth, the piece of meat 
dropped into the water and was never seen again. 


Beware lest you lose the substance by grasping 
at the shadow. 


LESSON II 
THE CROW AND THE PITCHER 


A crow found a pitcher with some water in it, 
but there was so little that she could not reach it 
with her beak. In a short time she found a plan. 
She dropped pebbles into the water one by one, and 
with each pebble the water rose higher and higher 
until at last the water reached the brim, and the crow 
was able to quench her thirst. 


Necessity is the mother of invention. 


LESSON III 
A FATHER AND His Sons 


A man had several sons that were always quarrel- 
ing with one another. The father tried, but he could 
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not get them to live together in peace and harmony. 
So he determined to convince them of their folly by 
bidding them to bring a bundle of sticks. He invited 
each in turn to break the bundle of sticks across his 
knee. All tried and failed, and then he untied the 
bundle and handed them the sticks one by one. They 
had no difficulty at all in breaking them. “There, my 
boys," said he, "united you will be more than a match 
for your enemies; but if you quarrel and separate, 
your weakness will cause you to fail." 


In union there is strength. 


LESSON IV 
HERCULES AND THE WAGONER 


A wagoner was once driving a heavy load along 
a muddy road. At last he came to a part of the road 
where the wheels sank half way into the mud, and the 
more the horses pulled the deeper the wheels sank. 
The wagoner threw down the whip and knelt down to 
pray to Hercules. “O Hercules, help me in this hour 
of trouble,” said he. But Hercules appeared to him 
and said, “Tut tut, man, do not sprawl there. Get up 
and put your shoulder to the wheel. The Gods will 
help them that help themselves.” ' 


The Gods help them that help themselves. 


LESSON V 
THE Fox AND THE Crow 


A fox saw a crow fly off with a piece of cheese 
in its beak and settle on the branch of a tree. “That 
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is for me,” said Master Fox, and he walked up to the 
foot of the tree. “Good day, Mistress Crow,” said he, 
“how well you look to-day; how glossy your feathers 
and how bright your eye! I am sure that your voice 
must surpass that of all other birds. Let me hear but 
one song from you that I may greet you as Queen of 
Birds.” The crow lifted up her head and began to 
caw her best; but the moment she opened her mouth, 
the piece of cheese fell to the ground and was snapped 
up by Master Fox. “That will do," said he, “that is 
all that I wanted.” 


Do not trust flatterers. 


LESSON VI 


THE NortH WIND AND THE SUN 


A dispute arose between the North Wind and the 
Sun, each claiming that he was stronger than the other. 
At last they agreed to try their powers upon a traveler 
to see which could soonest make him take off his coat. 
The North Wind made the first trial, and gathering 
up all his forces for the attack, he came whirling 
furiously down upon the man. He caught up the 
man’s coat as though he would tear it from him by one 
single effort. The harder the Wind blew the more 
closely the man drew his coat around him. 

Then came the turn of the Sun. At first he 
beamed gently upon the traveler, who soon unbuttoned 
his coat and walked on with it hanging loosely about 
his shoulders. The Sun then shone forth in his full 
strength ; and the man, before he had gone many steps, 
was glad to take off his coat and finish his journey 
more lightly dressed. 


Persuasion is better than force. 
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LESSON VII 
Tue Man, THE Boy, AND THE DONKEY 


A man and his son and their donkey were once 
going to market. As they passed along the road, they 
met a countryman who said, “You fools, why do you 
not ride? Of what use is the donkey but to ride?” 
The man put the boy on the donkey and they traveled 
on; and in a short time they met a group of men. One 
of them said, “Look at that lazy boy. He rides and 
lets his tired father walk." Then the father told the 
boy to walk and let him ride, and again they went on 
their way. But next they met a group of women, and 
one of them said, "What a lazy man, to ride and let 
that little boy walk." The father did not know what 
to do; so he put the boy before him on the donkey and 
they both rode on. By and by they came to a town 
where the people began to jeer at them. The father 
asked them why they jeered. The man said, "Why 
do you overload the little donkey in that way?" 

The man and the boy both got off and tried to 
think of another plan. At last they cut down a pole. 
They tied the donkey's feet togther and hung him on 
the pole; then they raised the pole to their shoulders 
and went on, carrying the donkey. All who met them 
laughed, but they continued on their way until they 
came to a bridge, when the donkey kicked out and 
caused the boy to drop his end of the pole. Then the 
donkey fell over the bridge into the water and was 
drowned. “That will teach you a lesson,” said an old 


man who had followed them. “Try to please all and 
you please no one.” 
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LESSON VIII 
BUYING a SUIT 
Have you been waited on? 


No, I have not; but I should like to look 
at suits of clothes. 


Come this way, please. About what 


price? 


Show me a suit for about forty-five 
dollars. 


Do you want a dark suit or a light one? 
I want a brown suit. 


Brown is stylish this season. Here is a 
nice suit. Try it on to get the size. 


The color is too light. Show me a better 
suit in darker brown. 


Here is a dark brown one. It is the best 
for the money that we have in the store. 


I like that one. Let me try it on. 
How does it feel? 


It looks well. 


The coat is a little tight, and the sleeves 
are too short. Let me try a size larger. 
All right, I have one a size larger. Try 
this. 
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Customer: I like this one; it is very comfortable. 
What is the price of it? 


Salesman: It is fifty-seven fifty, reduced from sixty- 
five. It is made of fine quality of cloth, 
and it will give you good service. 

Customer: I willtake it. Can you send it out to-day? 

Salesman: If you live in the city, I can send it out 
this afternoon. What is your name and 
the address, please? 

Customer: john Miller, 4235 Penn Avenue. 

Salesman: Cash or credit? 


Customer: Cash. 


Salesman: I shall send it out to-day. Good-by, come 
again. 


Customer: Good-by. 


LESSON IX 
A CALL ON JAMES SOTOS 


Last evening I went over to the other side of the 
city to call on my old friend, James Sotos. He was 
surprised to see me, because he did not know that I 
had arrived here from Europe. We talked and talked 
for a long time. He and I came from the same 
town, and we had been school-mates in our childhood ; 
we therefore had many things in common. 
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He came here five years before I came, and if I 
had met him on the street, I should not have known 
him. He used to be tall and slender; but now he is so 
much heavier and so much jollier than he was when I 
knew him before. He told me of many amusing ex- 
periences that he had had shortly after he first came 
and before he had learned English. 

On the second day after his arrival he went out 
to look around the city, and as he became interested, 
he walked on and on, turning up this street and down 
that. At last he became tired, and decided that he 
would go home; but when he had gone a few blocks, 
he found that he did not recognize any of the streets. 
There he was, lost in a big city. He could not pro- 
nounce distinctly either the name of his street or the 
number of his house; so he was unable to inquire 
the way. Finally he met a man who he thought looked 
like a fellow countryman. He addressed him; and 
sure enough, the man was not only a fellow country- 
man, but he was also a friend of James's brother. 

James appreciated being taken home, and that 
night he decided that he would go to school to learn 
English. So here he is to-day, speaking the language 
well and doing a good business. 


LESSON X 


ECONOMY 


Mr. Johnson received his pay to-day, and after 
settling his bills, made a payment on his house. He 
still had some money left with which to make a small 
deposit in his savings account. He said that he could 
save more money next month because he. now has 
everything that he needs for awhile. Each month he 
makes a small deposit in the bank, and he says that it 
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is surprising how quickly one can save quite a sum. 

I told Jack about Mr. Johnson's habit of saving 
money. I thought that I could persuade Jack to do 
likewise. He ought to save a little out of 
each month’s pay, but here he is without a penny. 
He is inclined to spend all that he earns and more too. 
He is always in debt and always wanting to borrow 
from his friends. It is embarrassing to refuse him 
money. Some day he will regret this extravagance, 
I am sure. But he will not take advice from anyone. 
I think, however, that I shall try once more to persuade 
him to save, because I do want him to lay up a little for 
the future. I want him to feel as I do, that a penny 


saved is a penny earned. 


LESSON XI 


DIRECTIONS FOR FINDING ONE’s Way 


Mr. Jones: Will you direct me to the nearest 
drug store, please? 

PoLICEMAN: Go up this street one block; turn 
to the right, and go one block; then turn to the left 
again. There you will find a drug store in the middle 
of the block on the right side. 

Mr. WiLLIAMs: Can you tell me where the post 
office is, please? 

POLICEMAN: Yes sir. Go down this street three 
squares; then turn to your right and go one square. 
The post office is on the corner to your left. 


THE BEGINNER’S ENGLISH BOOK III 


Mrs. WirLrAMs: Will you direct me to the 
Union Station, please? 


PoLIcEMAN: It is a long walk, Madam. Take 
car number 44, and tell the conductor to let you off 
at the Union Station. 


Mrs. Rose: Where are children's hats, please? 


FLOOR-WALKER: On the fifth floor, Madam. 
Take the elevator at the rear of the second aisle to the 
right. 


LESSON XII 
RENTING A Room 


I am going down town to-night to look at a room. 
I saw a sign in the window of a nice looking house 
on the street below, and I want to go before the room 
is taken by some one else. It may be taken before to- 
morrow. Good-by; I shall return in a few minutes. 


LANDLADY: How do you do? 


Mr. SmitH: How do you do? I came to look 
at your rooms. I saw the sign in the window as I 
passed this morning. 


LANDLADY: Come in, and I shall show them to 
you. I have one on the second floor and one on the 
third. Here is the small one; the one on the third 
floor is larger than this. i 

Mr. SmitH: This one does not have enough 


windows for me; I like plenty of air and plenty of 
light in my room. Show me the other one, please. 
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LANDLADY: Let us go to the third floor; the 
room there is much larger and has three large win- 
dows. 


Mr. Smith: What a nice clean looking room! I 
like this large closet too. What is the price of this 
room? 


Landlady: This room is fifteen dollars a month, 
payable in advance; two dollars a month extra during 
December, January, and February, because of the ad- 
ditional expense of heating and lighting. 


Mr. Smith: This room suits me; I shall take it. 
When may I come in? 


Landlady: To-morrow, if you wish. 


Mr. Smith: I shall be here to-morrow evening. 
Good-by. 


Landlady: Good-by, the room will be ready for 
you when you come. 


Here I am, back home again. I have just rented 
a better room than I have had since I came to this 
place. It is a large room on the third floor of the house 
at the corner of Wheeling and Ninth streets. It has 
three large windows, two of which overlook the park. 
The wall paper is neat and clean, and the room is 
furnished in good taste. I am going to move in to- 
morrow night. Come down with me and see for your- 
self how cozy it is. 
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LESSON XMI 
Joun Vanos 


John Vanos came to this country eight or ten 
years ago. He came alone, and when he had been 
here a short time, he became established in business; 
then he sent for his wife and two children, a boy and 
a girl. Now they live in a nice home on Fifth Avenue, 
and they all speak the English language very well. 
Mr. Vanos went to night school for awhile after he 
first came, and when he knew the language pretty well, 
he began business When Mrs. Vanos and the child- 
ren came, the children were sent to the public schools, 
and Mr. Vanos took his wife to the same night school 
in which he had been taught. 

Now Mr. Vanos has one of the largest and best 
grocery stores on Penn Avenue. Before he came to 
this country, he was a fruit dealer, and he had had 
some experience as a store keeper. He has a large 
trade here, and people like to deal at his store. They 
say that he keeps the best and freshest vegetables that 
can be bought in the city, and that his prices are en- 
tirely satisfactory. His customers can always rely 
absolutely upon what he says. He delivers promptly, 
and that, too, pleases the people. 

His daughter is thirteen, and she is to be given 
a good education. She will not only be given a col- 
lege education, but she will be given a thorough course 
at the Musical Institute. His son is now sixteen, and 
he will soon graduate from the high school, and will 
then go to college. After his graduation there, he ex- 
pects to become a partner in his father's business. It 
will be a great advantage to the son to take up a busi- 
ness that is so well established. Both Mr. and Mrs. 
Vanos have worked hard ; but it is a great satisfaction 
to them to know that they have been able to provide 
so well for their children. 
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LESSON XIV 


FAMILIAR QUOTATIONS 


. Never put off until to-morrow what you can do to- 


day. 


. Lost time is never found again. 

. Honesty is the best policy. 

. Look before you leap. 

. Haste makes waste. 

. Rome was not built in a day. 

. An idle brain is the devil's workshop. 

. Diligence is the mother of good fortune. 


. Procrastination is the thief of time. 


Do unto others as you would have others do unto 
you. 


A good name is rather to be chosen than great 
riches. 


Happy is the man who lives content with his lot. 


It takes a long time to bring excellence to matur- 
ity- 


If you have knowledge, let others light their 
candles at it. 


Experience keeps a dear school, but fools will 
learn in no other. 


16. 


I7. 


18. 


19. 


20. 


2I. 


2o 


23. 


24. 
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If at first you don't succeed, try and try again. 


If you abolish confidence between man and man, 
every human bond of union is broken. 


The measure of a man's life is the well spending 
of it, and not its length. 


Silver and gold are not the only coin; virtue, too, 
passes current all the world over. 


God grants liberty to those who love it and are 
always ready to guard and defend it. 


Liberty without obedience is confusion; obedience 
without liberty is slavery. 


Labor to keep alive in your breast that little spark 
of celestial fire,—conscience. 


Let us have faith that right makes might; and in 
that faith let us to the end dare to do our duty 
as we understand it. 


Let every man be occupied, and occupied in the 
highest employment of which his nature is cap- 
able, and die with the consciousness that he has 
done his best. 


LESSON XV 
CHRISTOPHER COLUMBUS 


Christopher Columbus, the discoverer of America, 


was born in Genoa, a seaport of Italy, about 1430. His 
father was a wool-comber; but Christopher did not 
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like that kind of life, and while still quite a boy, he de- 
cided to become a sailor. His father sent him to 
school until he was fourteen years old. Then he went 
to sea where he could learn seamanship. 

At that time the life of a sailor was full of ad- 
venture and danger; so Columbus had many exciting 
experiences. Once during a battle with a vessel off 
the coast of Portugal, he was compelled to leave his 
boat and swim to shore a long distance away. He 
afterward lived in Portugal a number of years, and 
while there, he married the daughter of a sea captain. 
For some time he earned his living, partly by making 
sea voyages and partly by drawing maps and selling 
them. 

At that time the merchants of Europe had an 
extensive trade with India; but there was no short and 
safe route of travel. Columbus had given much time 
to the study of the earth, its size, its form, and the 
locations of the different countries on it. He believed 
that the earth was a sphere, and that by sailing west- 
ward from Europe he could find a water route to 
India. Finally he decided to make a trial voyage. He 
went here and there in Portugal seeking help. . But 
people did not think his ideas were sensible; so they 
refused him assistance. 

He then went to Spain. After waiting a long 
time, King Ferdinand and Queen Isabella agreed to 
help him. At last they equipped three small vessels, 
and Columbus and his sailors set sail on their voyage 
across the Atlantic. They left the port of Palos, 
Spain, on August 3, 1492, and on Friday October 12, 
landed on an island a short distance from what 
now is Florida. This island they named San Salvador. 
They took possession of it for the king and queen of 
Spain. 
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LESSON XVI 
Henry Hupson 


Henry Hudson, an English navigator who had 
won some distinction by making daring voyages, was 
employed by a company of Dutch merchants and was 
sent out on a voyage of discovery around the northern 
coast of Europe for the purpose of finding a passage 
to China. Hudson and his party set sail from the port 
of Amsterdam in 1609, and as directed by the Dutch 
Company, went toward the northeast. They sailed on 
and on through fog and ice until they became dis- 
couraged, when they turned around and sailed for 
America. Hudson was a friend of the great Captain 
John Smith, who had made a voyage to America, and 
had told him about it, and had given him maps show- 
ing routes of travel across the Atlantic. Hudson and 
his sailors finally reached the coast near the Ches- 
apeake Bay; but on account of stormy weather they 
did not land. Instead, they sailed northward along 
the coast until they came to the mouth of a large river. 
They entered this river and sailed up its course for 
several days; but they saw nothing of a way that 
might lead to China. However, they met some Indians 
along the river, and Hudson saw that a profitable 
business in fur trading might be started with them. 
With nothing more accomplished, they returned to 
Amsterdam leaving the name Hudson for the newly 
discovered river. 

Soon after Hudson returned and gave a report 
of his trip, some Dutch merchants sent men to es- 
tablish trading stations along the Hudson River where 
merchants might trade in furs with the Indians. In 
1623 several trading stations were established, and 
some forts were built. The Dutch now felt that they 
had possession of a part of America, and they named 
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their land New Netherlands. It was decided to buy 
from the Indians, the large island at the mouth of the 
Hudson River and build a strong fort on it. This 
island, then called Manhattan, having an area of four- 
teen thousand acres, was bought for twenty-four dol- 
lars, and on it a fort was built and named New Am- 
sterdam. The Dutch predicted that at this place some 
time in the future would be the largest city in America. 
It is said that in 1643 eighteen different languages were 
spoken on the Island of Manhattan, and that in 1664 
the population had grown to fifteen hundred. 

The English claimed this land, held by the Dutch, 
because the Cabots had discovered it and had taken 
possession of it for England. King Charles had been 
watching the progress of the Dutch colony, and one 
day in 1664 some English vessels appeared at the 
mouth of the Hudson River and demanded that New, 
Netherlands be given up to them. Because they had 
not the strength to hold out against the English, the 
Dutch had to surrender their colony. When the Eng- 
lish got possession of New Netherlands they changed 
its name to New York. They also changed the name 
of New Amsterdam to New York. 


The prediction of the Dutch, that here at the 
mouth of this great river sometime would stand the 
largest city in America, did come true. New York 
has become the largest city in America ; and to-day it 
is one of the busiest ports in all the world. 

The year after Hudson discovered the great river, 
now called the Hudson River, he set out on another 
voyage of discovery. This time he sailed in a north- 
western direction from Europe in the hope of find- 
ing à passage through the northern part of America. 
On the way a dispute arose between Hudson and his 
sailors, and Hudson was put into a little boat and set 
adrift on the waters of the bay that now bears his 
name. Nothing afterward was ever heard of him. 
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FESSON XVII 


THE PILGRIMS 


The Pilgrims were people of England who ob- 
jected to the form of worship used in the Church of 
England. King James punished all who refused to 
worship according to the form of the English Church 
and to give money to its support. So objectionable 
was this to some of his subjects that they left the 
country and went to Holland in search of religious 
freedom. But they were not long satisfied with the 
change. There they were not permitted to own 
land; and then too they did not want their children 
to grow up and become Dutch-speaking people. 
They wanted above all things to remain English; 
so, dissatished in Holland, they soon returned to 
England with the idea of coming to America. Here 
in the wilderness they hoped to establish homes for 
themselves and to be free from restraint of religious 
faith and worship. 

With the thought of a new England in America, 
founded upon their own ideals of religious and civil 
rights, they had the courage to leave their native land 
and to cross the broad Atlantic. In that little sailing 
vessel, the Mayflower, came to America some of the 
sturdiest people that England ever produced. They 
were independent, industrious, God-fearing. Some of 
them were also learned. 

Their departure from England marks a period in 
history. 

Toward the last of November in 1620 this com- 
pany of about a hundred persons with Captain Miles 
Standish as their leader landed on Cape Cod, not far 
from where Boston now is. Just before the men of 
the party left the vessel, they gathered together and 
signed a compact, by which they agreed among them- 
selves to form a colony that should be governed by 
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just and equal laws, established from time to time by 
common consent. 

A. short time after landing they found a suitable 
place to live and about Christmas began to cut trees 
and build houses. Winter came on, and they were 
not prepared for its hardships. Many of them became 
ill, and about half their number died. But the sur- 
vivors were not the kind to give up; they were not 
easily discouraged by hardships. 

In the spring and summer following that dreadful 
winter their crops grew, and the colony prospered. 
They made friends with the Indians and feared no 
hostilities from them. They felt sure also that at last 
they had found the land that they had hoped for so 
long. In the fall they decided to have a great feast and 
to unite in giving thanks to God for the many blessings 
they had received. They invited the Indians also to 
meet with them, and all sat down together—the first 
Thanksgiving Day in America. 

These people who came in the Mayflower, as well 
as others like them who came afterward, had much 
to do with determining the character of the new nation. 
Of the Pilgrims, a great Englishman has said, “God 
sifted a whole nation that he might send choice grain 
into the wilderness.” | 


LESSON XVIII 
BENJAMIN FRANKLIN 


Benjamin Franklin was a native of Boston. He 
was born in 1706. His father was a poor man who 
earned the living for a large family by making soap 
and candles. Benjamin was sent to school until he 
was ten years old; then he had to stop and go into 
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his father’s factory and help make candles. He did 
not like this kind of work ; and because he was a stud- 
ious boy, his father put him to work in a printing office 
that was conducted by James Franklin, one of Ben- 
jamin's brothers. These two brothers did not get 
along well together; so Benjamin left and went to 
Philadelphia. 

With but one dollar in his pocket, he reached the 
city, and in a few days found work in a printing office. 
Although only seventeen years of age, he already had 
some knowledge of printing, and was able to do satis- 
factory work in a strange office. 

He continued to study; and by and by got a 
printing press of his own, and edited and printed the 
best newspaper in the colonies. He also published 
an almanac that became widely known for the wise 
proverbs it contained. Among them were these: "If 
you want a thing well done, do it yourself," and 
“Diligence is the mother of good luck." Although a 
busy man, he found time for study all his life. From 
one of his scientific experiments he became famous all 
over the world. By means of a kite he discovered that 
lightning and electricity were the same. 

But Franklin’s achievements were not confined to 
scientific pursuits and matters of general culture. He 
did much to promote the welfare of his city; he organ- 
ized the first fire company; he started the first library; 
he helped to build the first academy—now the Univer- 
sity of Pennsylvania. 

His influence spread even further than his own 
colony. He gave valuable assistance in conducting 
the political affairs of other colonies as well. At one 
time he was postmaster-general of all the colonies. 
On several occasions he went to Europe as the agent 
of his own colony or of others. When the colonies 
decided to become independent of England, Franklin 
helped to draft the Declaration of Independence. 
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During the Revolution, when upwards of seventy 
years of age, he went. to France as agent for the 
colonies and procured for them funds with which to 
pay the soldiers. He helped to make the treaty which 
ended the war. Afterwards, although eighty-one 
years old, he took a foremost part in framing the Con- 
stitution of the United States in 1787. He died three 
years later at the age of eighty-four. 


LESSONS 


GEORGE WASHINGTON 


George Washington, the first president of the 
United States, was born on a plantation in Virginia, 
on February 22, 1732. At the death of his father, 
George, who was then only eleven years old, was left 
along with his brothers and sisters in the care of his 
mother. He went to a little country school, where he 
learned to read and to do sums in arithmetic. He was 
a good student and a great favorite with his playmates. 

Lawrence Washington, George's eldest brother, 
had married a Miss Fairfax, whose father lived in 
Virginia and was a relative of Lord Fairfax, a rich 
land owner of the colony. When George was fourteen 
years of age, Lawrence took him to visit Lord Fairfax. 
This old man of sixty took a liking to George, and 
they became great friends. Lord Fairfax had been 
told that people were settling on his land, a hundred 
miles or so west of the Blue Ridge Mountains. Wash- 
ington was then sixteen, and had some knowledge of 
surveying; so Fairfax employed him to go over the 
mountains and measure the land and establish the 
boundary lines. Washington did his work so well that 
the Governor of Virginia afterward employed him as 
public surveyor for the colony. 
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A little later the French tried to establish them- 
selves west of the Allegheny Mountains, and they be- 
gan to build forts along the rivers. The Governor 
of Virginia gave Washington, who was then twenty- 
one years old, the military title of major, and sent him 
to order the French to leave this territory. The entire 
distance there and back was about a. thousand miles. 
Washington, accompanied by one white man and 
several friendly Indians as guides, had to pass through 
thick forests and across mountains and broad rivers 
full of floating ice. Then too, many of the Indians in 
the region that Washington and his men passed 
through had allied themselves with the French to fight 
against the English. Washington was a strong, brave 
young man, and he made his way safely to the French 
headquarters. He informed the French commander 
of the object of his visit, but the French refused to 
leave. When the answer was brought back to the 
Governor of Virginia, Washington was made colonel 
and sent out with an army of one hundred and fifty 
men to drive the French from the territory near the 
junction of the Allegheny and Monongahela rivers. 
At first the English were defeated. But this war, 
called the French and Indian War, lasted several 
years, and resulted in the English getting possession 
of the land from the Atlantic to the Mississippi River. 

A few years later the American colonies had a 
war with England. The war was begun by the col- 
onists, chiefly because of certain grievances about 
taxes, and was brought on by the acts of George III, 
Mr. Grenville, and Lord North. It lasted eight years 
and resulted in the independence of the colonies. 

Shortly after the war ended the people of all the 
colonies formed a new nation, preserving the colonies, 
however, as independent states for certain functions 
of government. By common consent they selected 
George Washington to be the first president, recog- 
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nizing him as pre-eminent among his fellow country- 
men, as well as relying still on his hand to guide them 
in their new venture in government. 

The verdict of his fellow countrymen has been ap- 
proved by the judgment of history. He was, indeed, 
as Henry Lee said of him at the time of his death, 
"First in war, first in peace, and first in the hearts of 
his countrymen." 


LESSON XX 
ABRAHAM LINCOLN 


Abraham Lincoln was the sixteenth president of 
the United States. He was born in Hardin County, 
Kentucky, on February 12, 1809. His father was a 
poor pioneer, who had a small piece of barren land 
in the backwoods. When Abe was seven years old 
the family moved to Indiana. Here also the land was 
uncultivated, and Lincoln's father had to clear the 
lot where their new home was to be. He cut the trees 
and made the logs out of which he built a crude 
dwelling. Winter came on before the cabin was fin- 
ished, and the Lincoln family was compelled to live 
through the cold months with only three sides of the 
cabin enclosed. By the next winter they had built a 
better house, which they furnished with new furniture 
hewn from rough logs, and when they moved into 
this new home they were more comfortable than they 
had ever been before. The hardships of pioneer life, 
however, were too much for Lincoln's mother, who 
died soon after they had moved into their new home. 
To little Abe this was a great sorrow—-a sorrow that 
he felt as long as he lived. It was also a great loss to 
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him. His loss was in part made up to him from the 
fact that his father married soon again, and his new 
mother was a kind woman, who took a great interest 
in Abe and helped him make the best of his limited 
Opportunities. Lincoln went to school at intervals 
from his eighth year to his fifteenth year. The total 
amount of schooling which he received was less 
than a year. 


It was necessary for him to earn his living at a 
very early age. When only eight years old 
he is said to have cut the fire-wood that was used in 
their cabin; and from that time on, to have worked 
in the forest, at first helping to cut logs, and after- 
wards splitting rails. This work he did for neighbors 
in order that he might earn money. 


Corn and other products of that region were at 
that time taken to market by flat-boat down the Ohio 
and Mississippi rivers to New Orleans. Lincoln was 
employed by a neighbor to go on one of these voyages, 
two thousand miles by flat-boat. On the trip he had 
many wonderful experiences. Once while at New 
Orleans he saw negro slaves bought and sold at public 
auction in the market place. This sight made a pro- 
found impression on him, which he never forgot. 

When he returned home, the family moved to 
Illinois. Here again they had to build a log cabin. 
Soon after their arrival Lincoln became the village 
postmaster. His duties did not occupy all of his time; 
so he began the study of law. It is said that he walked 
a distance of twenty miles to borrow law books from a 
friend. By and by he practised law. He was by 
nature sympathetic, earnest, and sincere, as well as 
honest in his dealings. He was also ambitious 
and a natural leader, masterful, though unobtrusive. 
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From a very early age he won general confidence 
and respect. In the practice of law he had great suc- 
cess as an advocate. At twenty-five he was elected to 
the state legislature. It is said that when he went into 
office he walked to the capitol, because he was too 
poor to hire a horse. He was a member of the legis- 
lature for eight years. A little later he represented 
his district in Congress for a term. A short time 
after that he became a candidate for United States 
senator against Stephen A. Douglas, by whom he was 
defeated. During the campaign the candidates held a 
series of memorable debates, in which they discussed 
the slavery question. 

Lincoln was elected president of the United 
States in 1860. His election was received throughout 
the South with general disappointment and dismay, be- 
cause the people there thought that Lincoln would 
oppose the holding of slaves by the people of any state. 
Soon the southern states tried to secede, and the great 
Civil War was on. It began in 1861, and in 1862 
Lincoln issued the Emancipation Proclamation, by 
which he set free all the slaves held within any state 
that was in rebellion against the United States. The 
war ended in April 1865, and it was Lincoln's efforts 
more than anyone else's that saved the nation. 

About the time the war ended, Lincoln was shot 
at the theater by an assassin. He died the next morn- 
ing, and his body was laid to rest in Springfield, Ill- 
inois. After the burial service the Second Inaugural 
address was read over his grave; and as Lord Charn- 
wood says in his biography of Lincoln, "What better 
words could have been chosen to honor one who with 
malice toward none, with charity toward all with firm- 
ness in the right, as God gave him to see the right, 
had striven on to finish the work he was in." 
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LESSON XXI 
PRESIDENT LINCOLN’s LETTER TO Mrs. BIXBY 
A SPECIMEN OF PERFECT ENGLISH 


Executive Mansion, 
Washington, Nov. 21, 1864. 


To Mrs. Bixby, Boston, Mass. 
Dear Madam: 

I have been shown in the files of the War Depart- 
ment a statement of the Adjutant General of Massa- 
chusetts that you are the mother of five sons who have 
died gloriously on the field of battle. I feel how weak 
and fruitless must be any word of mine which should 
attempt to beguile you from the grief of a loss so over- 
whelming. But I cannot refrain from tendering you 
the consolation that may be found in the thanks of 
the republic they died to save. I pray that our 
Heavenly Father may assuage the anguish of your 
bereavement, and leave you only the cherished memory 
of the loved and lost, and the solemn pride that must 
be yours to have laid so costly a sacrifice upon the 
altar of freedom. f 

Yours very sincerely and respectfully. 
A. LINCOLN. 


LESSON XXII 
PREAMBLE TO THE CONSTITUTION OF THE 
UNITED STATES 
. We, the people of the United States, in order to 
form a more perfect union, establish justice, insure 
domestic tranquillity, provide for the common defense, 
promote the general welfare, and secure the blessings 
of liberty to ourselves and our posterity, do ordain and 
establish this ConsTITUTION for the United States of 


America. 
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AMERICA 


My country, 'tis of thee, 
Sweet land of liberty, 
Of thee I sing; 
Land where my fathers died, 
Land of the Pilgrim's pride, 
From ev'ry mountain side, 
Let freedom ring. 


My native country, thee, 
Land of the noble free, 
Thy name I love; 
I love thy rocks and rills, 
Thv woods and templed hills, 
My heart with rapture thrills, 
Like that above. 


Let music swell the breeze, 

And ring from all the trees, 
Sweet freedom's song; 

Let mortal tongues awake, 

Let all that breathe partake, 

Let rocks their silence break, 
The sound prolong. 


Our father's God, to Thee, 
Author of liberty, 
To Thee we sing; 
Long may our land be bright 
With freedom's holy light, 
Protect us by Thy might, 
Great God, our King. 
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STAR SPANGLED BANNER 


Oh, say can you see, by the dawn's early light, 

What so proudly we hailed at the twilight's last gleam- 
ing? 

Whose broad stripes and bright stars, thro’ the peril- 
ous fight, 

O’er the ramparts we watched were so gallantly 
streaming ? 

And the rockets red glare, the bombs bursting in air, 

Gave proof thro' the night that our flag was still there. 


Oh, say, does that star-spangled banner' yet wave 
O’er the land of the free and the home of the brave? 


On the shore, dimly seen thro' the mists of the deep, 
Where the foe’s haughty host in dread silence reposes, 
What is that which the breeze, o'er the towering steep, 
As it fitfully blows, half conceals, half discloses? 
Now it catches the gleam of the morning's first beam, 
In full glory reflected now shines on the stream: 


’Tis the star-spangled banner: oh, long may it wave 
O’er the land of the free and the home of the brave? 


Oh, thus be it e'er when free men shall stand 

Between their loved homes and the war's desolation; 

Blest with vict’ry and peace, may the heav’n-rescued 
land 

Praise the Pow'r that has made and preserved us a 
nation! 

Then conquer we must, when our cause it is just; 

And this be our motto: “In God is our trust!” 


And the star-spangled banner in triumph shall wave 
O'er the land of the free and the home of the brave! 


APPENDIX. 
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NUMERALS 
Roman Arabic 
Notation Notation Ordinals 
I. I one Ist first 
TU 2 two 2nd second 
ITI. 3 three 3rd third 
IV. 4 four 4th fourth 
V. 5 five sth fifth 
VI. 6 six 6th sixth 
VII. 7 seven 7th seventh 
VIEI. 8 eight 8th eighth 
IX. 9 nine oth ninth 
X. 10 ten 10th tenth 
XI. II eleven IIth eleventh 
XII. I2 twelve I2th twelfth 
XIII. 13 thirteen I3th thirteenth 
XIV. .I4 fourteen 14th fourteenth 
XV. IS fifteen 15th fifteenth 
XVI. IÓ sixteen 16th sixteenth 
XVII. I7 seventeen I7th seventeenth 
XVIII. 18 eighteen 18th eighteenth 
XIX. IO nineteen 19th nineteenth 
XX. 20 twenty 20th twentieth 
XXI. 21 twenty-one 21st twenty-first 
XXX. 30 thirty 30th thirtieth 
KE 40 forty 40th fortieth 
I 5o fifty 5oth fiftieth 
LX. 60 sixty 6oth sixtieth 
LXX. 7O seventy 7oth seventieth 
LXXX. 8o eighty oth eightieth 
KCO 9o ninety Ooth ninetieth 
, © 100 one hundred IOOth one hundredth 
D. 500 five hundred 500th five hundredth 
M. 1000 one thousand toooth one thousandth 
MM. 2000 two thousand 2000th two thousandth 
V. 5000 five thousand soooth five thousandth 
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NUMERICAL EXPRESSIONS AND SIGNS 
TE ADDITION 


Two plus three equals five. 


2 3 m - 
Problem in addition:— 2 4 6 addend 
4 68 addend 
234 addend 


9 48 sum or amount 
II. SUBTRACTION 


Ten minus six equals four. 
Io — 6 = 4 
Problem in subtraction:—7 5 3 minuend 
432 subtrahend 
321 difference or remain- 


der. 


III. MULTIPLICATION 


Four multiplied by two equals eight. 


4 X 2 = 8 
Problem in multiplication:— 2 4 5 3 multiplicand 
23 multiplier 
7 34910 
4906 
56419 product 
IV. DIVISION 


Ten divided by two equals five. 
wo e 2 — 5 
SHORT DIVISION 
Divisor 6) 12342 dividend 
i 2057 quotient 
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LONG DIVISION 


2502 quotient 
Divisor 25)62552 dividend 

50 
I 275 
19245 

5 

5 

2 remainder 


COMMON FRACTIONS 


One (1) is a unit or a whole number. 
One half (14) is a fractional part of a thing. 
I. One half plus one half equals one. 
VERA ALTE 
2. One fourth plus one fourth gus one fourth plus 
one fourth equals one. 
34 -1- 14 -1- % +=] 
3. One half of twenty 1s ten. 
V5 of 20=10 
4. One third of fifteen equals five. 
1/3 of 15—5 
5. One fourth of eight equals two. 
1/4 of 8 =2 
6. Two fourths of eight equals four. 


2/4 of 8=4 
7. Three fourths of eight sagels Six. 
3/4 of 8=6 . 


1% is a mixed number. 


1/ numerator 
2 denominator 
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DECIMAL FRACTIONS 


ET 1/10 one tenth 
OI 1/100 one hundredth 
.OOI 1/1000 one thousandth 
OOO! 1/ 10000 one ten-thousandth 
OOOO I 1 / 100000 one hundred-thousandth 
Tet one and one tenth 
10.01 ten and one hundredth 
100.001 one hundred and one thousandth 
1000.0001 one thousand and one ten-thousandth 


10000.00001 ten thousand and one hundred-thousandth 


TOO0000.00000 I 


t2 inches (in.) 1 foot (ft.). 

a deet 1 yard (yd.). 

1615 feet 1 rod (rd.). 
320 rods I mile (mi.). 
5280 feet r mile. 

SQUARE MEASURE TABLE 

144 square inches (sq. in.) 1 square foot (sq. ft.). 

9 square feet 1 square yard (sq.yd.). 
3014 square yards, or 

272% square feet 1 square rod (sq.rd.). 

160 square rods IE Toren A. 
640 acres I square mile (sq. m.). 


1728 
27 


one million and one millionth 


CoMMON WEIGHTS AND MEASURES 
LONG MEASURE TABLE 


CUBIC MEASURE TABLE 


cubic inches (cu. in.) 1 cubic foot (cu. ft.). 
cubic feet 1 cubic yard (cu. yd.). 
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DRY MEASURE TABLE 


2 pints (pt.) ı quart (qt.). 
8 quarts 1 peck (pk.). 
4 pecks I bushel (bu.). 


LIQUID MEASURE TABLE 


4 gills (gi.) I pint. 
2 pints I quart (qt.). 
4 quarts 1 gallon (gal.). 


AVOIRDUPOIS WEIGHT TABLE 


16 ounces (oz.) I pound (lb.). 
IOO pounds 1 hundredweight (cwt.). 
20 hundredweight r ton CLOS 


ADJECTIVES AND ADVERBS OF IRREGULAR 


CoMPARISON 

ADJECTIVES 
Positive Comparative Superlative 
bad (evil, ill) worse worst 
far farther farthest 
good |: better best 
late later, latter last 
well (in health) better . 
little less, lesser least 
much, many more most 

ADVERBS 

far NS farther farthest ` 


forth further furthest 
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ill worse worst 
badly worse worst 
well better best 
late later latest 
little less least 
much more most 
PERSONAL PRONOUNS 
THE PRONOUN OF THE FIRST PERSON: / 
Singular Number Plural Number 
Nominative Case I we 
Possessive Case my or mine our or ours 
Objective Case me us 


THE PRONOUN OF THE SECOND PERSON: ou 


Singular Number Plural Number 
Nominative Case you you 
Possessive Case your or yours your or yours 
Objective Case you you 


THE PRONOUN OF THE THIRD PERSON: he, she, tt 


Singular Number . Plural Number 
Masculine Feminine Neuter all genders 
Nom. he she it they 
Poss. his her or hers its their or theirs 
Obj. him her it them 


PRINCIPAL PARTS AND CONJUGATION OF 
THE VERB WRITE 


Pres.—write, Past—wrote, Past Part.—written 
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INDICATIVE Moop 


PRESENT TENSE 


Singular Number Plural Number 
I. I write We write 
2. You write You write 
3. He writes They write 
PAST TENSE 
I. I wrote We wrote 
2. You wrote You wrote 
3. He wrote They wrote 


FUTURE TENSE 


I. I shall write We shall write 
2. You will write You will write 
3. He will write They will write 


PRESENT PERFECT TENSE 


I. I have written We have written 
2. You have written You have written : 
3. He has written They have written 


PAST PERFECT TENSE 


I. I had written We had written 
2. You had written You had written 
3. He had written They had written 
FUTURE PERFECT TENSE 
1. I shall have written We shall have written 
2. You will have written You will have written 


3. He will have written They will have written 
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PRINCIPAL PARTS AND CONJUGATION 
oF THE Vers To BE. 


Present—am, Past—was, Present Participle— 
being, Past Participle—been 


‘INDICATIVE Moop 
PRESENT TENSE 


Singular Number Plural Number 


7 Iam We are 

2. You are You are 

oTe is They are 
PAST TENSE 

I. I was We were 

2. You were You were 

3. He was They were 


FUTURE TENSE 


I. I shall be We shall be 

2. You will be You will be 

3. He will be They will be 
PERFECT (OR PRESENT PERFECT) TENSE 

I. I have been We have been 

2. You have been You have been 

3. He has been They have been 


PLUPERFECT (OR PAST PERFECT) TENSE 


I. I had been We had been 
2. You had been You had been 
3. He had been They had been 
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FUTURE PERFECT TENSE 
We shall have been 


You will have been 
They will have been 


1. I shall have been 
2. You will have been 
3. He will have been 


LIST OF VERBS 


Present Past Past Present 
Tense Tense Participle Participle 
am was been being 
arise arose arisen arising 
awake awoke, awaked awaked awaking 
bear bore borne, born bearing 
beat beat beaten beating 
begin began begun beginning 
behold beheld beheld beholding 
bend bent bent bending 
beseech besought besought beseeching 
bet bet bet betting 
bid bade bidden bidding 
bind bound bound binding 
bite bit bitten biting 
bleed bled bled bleeding 
blow blew blown blowing 
break broke broken breaking 
bring brought brought bringing 
build built built building 
burn burned, burnt burned, burning 
burnt 
burst burst burst bursting 
buy bought bought buying 
catch caught caught catching 
choose chose chosen choosing - 
cling clung clung clinging 
come came come coming 
cost cost cost costing 
creep crept crept creeping 
cut cut cut cutting 
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Present 
Tense 


dare 
deal 
dig 

do 
draw 
dream 


dress 
drink 
drive 
dwell 
eat 
fall 
feed 
feel 
fight 
find 
flee 
fling 
fly 
forget 
forsake 
freeze 
get 
give 
go 
grind 
grow 
hang 
have 
hear 
hew 
hide 
hold 
hurt 


Past 
Tense 


dared 
dealt 
dug 
did 
drew 
dreamed, 
dreamt 
dressed 
drank 
drove 
dwelt 
ate 
fel! 
fed 
felt 
fought 
found 
fled 
flung 
flew 
forgot 
forsook 
froze 
got 
gave 
went 
ground 
grew 


hung, hanged 


had 
heard 
hewed 
hid 
held 
hurt 


Past Present 
Participle Participle 
dared daring 
dealt dealing 
dug digging 
done doing 
drawn drawing 
dreamed, dreaming 

dreamt 
dressed dressing 
drunk drinking 
driven driving 
dwelt dwelling 
eaten eating 
fallen falling 
fed feeding 
felt feeling 
fought fighting 
found finding 
fled fleeing 
flung flinging 
flown flying 
forgotten forgetting 
forsaken forsaking 
frozen freezing 
got getting 
given giving 
gone going 
ground grinding 
grown growing 
hung,hanged hanging 
had having 
heard hearing 
hewn hewing 
hidden hiding 
held holding 
hurt hurting 
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Present 
Tense 


keep 
kneel 


knit 
know 
lay 
lead 


learn 


leave 
lend 
let 


heateecime) 
lie (to tell a 


falsehood) 
light 
lose 
make 
mean 
meet 
pay 
put 
quit 
read 
rid 
ride 
ring 
rise 
run 
say 
see 
seek 
sell 
send 
set 
sew 


Past 
Tense 


kept 
kneeled, knelt 


knit, knitted 
knew 

laid 

led 


learned, learnt 


left 
lent 
let 


lay 
lied 


lighted, lit 
lost 
made 
meant 
met 
paid 
put 
quit 
read 
rid 
rode 
rang 
rose 
ran 
said 
saw 
sought 
sold 
sent 
set 
sewed 


Past 
Participle 
kept 

kneeled, 
knelt 


Present 
Participle 
keeping 
kneeling 


knit, knitted knitting 


known 

lain 

led 

learned, 
learnt 

left 

lent 

let 

lain 

lied 


lighted, hit 
lost 
made 
meant 
met 
paid 
put 
quit 
read 
rid 
ridden 
rung 
risen 
run 
said 
seen 
sought 
sold 
sent 
set 


knowing 
laying 
leading 
learning 


leaving 
lending 
letting 
lying 
lying 


lighting 
losing 
making 
meaning 
meeting 
paying 
putting 
quitting 
reading 
ridding 
riding 
ringing 
rising 
running 
saying 
seeing 
seeking 
selling 
sending 
setting 


sewed, sewn sewing 
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Present 
Tense 


shake 
shave. 
shed 
shine 
shoot 
show 
shrink 
shut 
sing 
sink 
sit 
slay 
sleep 
slide 
sling 
smell 


SOW 
speak 
spell 
spend 
spill 
spin 
spit 
split 
spoil 


spread 
spring 
stand 
stay 
steal 
stick 
sting 
stink 
strew 


Pasi 
Tense 


shook 
shaved 
shed 
shone 
shot 
showed 
shrank 
shut 
sang 
sank 
sat 
slew 
slept 
slid 
slung 
smelled, smelt 


sowed 

spoke 
spelled, spelt 
spent 

spilled, spilt 
spun 

spit 

split 

spoiled, spoilt 


spread 
sprang 
stood 
stayed 
stole 
stuck 
stung 
stunk 
strewed 


Past Present 
Participle’ Participle 
shaken shaking. 
shaved shaving 
shed shedding 
shone shining 
shot shooting 
shown showing 
shrunk shrinking 
shut shutting 
sung singing 
sunk sinking 
sat sitting 
slain slaying 
sleeping sleeping 
slid, slidden sliding 
slung slinging 
smelled, smelling 

smelt 
sowed, sown sowing 
spoken speaking 
spelled, spelt spelling 
spent spending 
spilled, spilt spilling 
spun spinning 
spit spitting 
split splitting 
spoiled, spoiling 
spoilt 
spread spreading 
sprung springing 
stood standing 
stayed staying 
stolen stealing 
stuck sticking 
stung stinging 
stunk stinking 
strewn strewing 


144 THE BEGINNER: 


Present 
Tense 
strike 
string 
strive 
swear 
sweat 


sweep 
swell 


swim 
take 
teach 
tear 
tell 
think 
thrive 


. thrust 
tread 
wake 


wear 
weave 
wed 
win 
wind 
wring 
write 


Past 
Tense 


struck 
strung 
strove 
swore 


sweated, sweat 


swept 
swelled 


swam 
took 
taught 
tore 
told 
thought 


throve, thrived 


thrust 
trod 


woke, waked 


wore 
wove 
wedded 
won 
wound 
wrung 
wrote 


Past 
Participle 
struck 
strung 
striven 
sworn 

sweated, 
sweat 
swept 
swelled, 
swollen 
swum 
taken 
taught 
torn 
told 
thought 
thriven, 
thrived 
thrust 
trodden 
woke, 
waked 
worn 
woven 
wedded 
won 
wound 
wrung 
written 


ENGLISH BOOK 


Present 
Participle 
striking 
stringing 
striving 
swearing 
sweating 


sweeping 
swelling 


swimming 
taking 
teaching 
tearing 
telling 
thinking 
thriving 


thrusting 
treading 
waking 


wearing 
weaving 
wedding 
winning 
winding 
wringing 
writing 
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Introduction 


Idioms are a colourful and fascinating aspect of English. They 
are commonly used in all types of language, informal and formal, 
spoken and written. Your language skills will increase rapidly if 
you can understand idioms and use them confidently and 
correctly. One of the main problems students have with idioms 
is that it is often impossible to guess the meaning of an idiom 
from the words it contains. In addition, idioms often have a 
stronger meaning than non-idiomatic phrases. For example, 
look daggers at someone has more emphasis than /ook angrily 
at someone, but they mean the same thing. Idioms may also 
suggest a particular attitude of the person using them, for 
example disapproval, humour, exasperation or admiration, so 
you must use them carefully. 


The Cambridge International Dictionary of Idioms explains the 
meaning and use of around 7,000 idioms in a clear and helpful 
way. Itis a truly international dictionary: it covers current British, 
American and Australian idioms. 


It includes: 


e traditional idioms (e.g. turn a blind eye to sth, throw the 
baby out with the bathwater) 


* idiomatic compounds (e.g. fall guy, turkey shoot) 


* similes and comparisons (e.g. as dull as ditchwater, swear like 
a trooper) 


* exclamations and sayings (e.g. Bully for you!, Over my dead 
body!) 


e clichés (e.g. all part of life's rich tapestry, There's many a true 
word spoken in jest.) 


The definitions are clear and precise. They have been written 
using a carefully controlled defining vocabulary of under 2, 000 
words. Every idiom is illustrated with examples based on 
sentences from the Cambridge International Corpus. This means 
that all of the examples reflect natural written and spoken 
English. Information about grammar is shown clearly, without 
complicated grammar codes. The origins of idioms are explained, 
where appropriate, to help understanding. 


In addition, there are theme panels showing idioms grouped 
according to their meaning or function. There are also 
photocopiable exercises at the back of the dictionary. This 
dictionary aims to help you not only as a comprehensive 
reference book but also as a valuable learning aid. 


viii 


How to use this dictionary 


Finding an idiom 


Where do you look? 


The best way to search for an idiom is to look in the index at the back of the dictionary. You can 
look under any important word in the idiom to find out where the entry for that idiom is. The 
keyword (the word where you will find the entry) is shown in dark type: 


take pot luck (pot is the keyword, so the entry is at 'pot') 
give someone a taste of their own medicine ^ (medicine is the keyword, so the entry is at 
‘medicine’) 


Each entry is listed under a keyword. The an acid test 

keyword is shown in dark type in the index. a test which will really prove the value, 
quality, or truth of something Ħ The new 
show was well received but viewing 


figures for the next episode will be the real 
acid test. 


Idioms are not usually listed in the index under words like ‘a’, ‘the’, ‘all’, ‘these’, ‘where’ or ‘no’, 
except when the whole idiom is made of such words, e.g. be all in, be out of it. 


Words are listed in the index in the same form as they appear in the idiom. For instance, look up 
‘pushing up the daisies’ at ‘pushing’ or ‘daisies’, not ‘push’ or ‘daisy’. 


When there are several idioms listed under one keyword, the entries are ordered as follows: 

* entries beginning with the keyword 

e entries beginning with ‘a’+ keyword 

* entries beginning with ‘the’ + keyword 

* all other entries in alphabetical order of the words they begin with 
For example, the entries under the keyword 'tongue' are ordered like this: 

tongue in cheek 

tongue-in-cheek 

a tongue-lashing 

bite your tongue 

find your tongue 

get your tongue round/around sth 

hold your tongue 

loosen your tongue 

trip off the tongue 


Where British and American idioms have different spellings, e.g. take centre stage (British)/take 
center stage (American), the idiom is at the British keyword, but you can look up the American 
spelling in the index to find out where it is. 


ix 
I a [paint the town red] informal 
This is the basic form of the idiom. to go out and enjoy yourself in the 


evening, often drinking a lot of alcohol 
and dancing * Jack finished his exams 
today so he's gone off to paint the town red 
with his friends. 


Many idioms have different possible forms. 
When that difference is just in one word, it is 
shown like this. 


put/stick the knife in|British & 


Australian, informal 

to do or say something unpleasant to 
someone in an unkind way « ‘No one in 
the office likes you, you know, Tim,' she 
said, putting the knife in. « The reviewer 
from The Times really stuck the knife in, 
calling it the worst play he'd seen in years. 


make (sb's) hackles rise 
to annoy someone £> Hackles are the hairs 
on the back of a dog's neck which stand up 
when it is angry. *« The politician's frank 
interview may have raised hackles in his 
party.» The movie's pro-war message made 
many people's hackles rise. 


Words in brackets can be omitted, and the 
meaning will be the same. have had it (up to here) informal 
to be so angry about something that you 


do not want to continue with it or even 
think about it any more * I’ve had it! 
From now on they can clear up their own 
mess. * (often + with) I’ve had it up to here 
with lawyers! 


When the difference is more than one word, 
the alternative forms are shown on different 
lines. 


Idioms with different forms in British, American 
or Australian are shown on separate lines. There 
is a list of regional labels on page xv. 


blow a raspberry British & Australian, 


give a raspberry American, informal 
to make a rude noise by putting your 
tongue between your lips and blowing 
* (often + at) A boy of no more than six 
appeared, blew a raspberry at me and 
then ran away. 


If an idiom is formal, informal, old-fashioned, 
etc., this is shown with a label. There is a list 
of register labels on page xv. 


be/go (out) on the razzle British, 
informal, old-fashioned 
to enjoy yourself by doing things like going 
to parties or dances * We're going out on 
the razzle on New Year's Eve- do you fancy 
coming? 


‘sb’ means ‘somebody’. It can be replaced by 
a person's name or by *him/her/you/them/ 
me/us’. 


1 British & Australian, informal to end 
someone's employment e After twenty 
years' loyal service, they gave her the 
push. 


'sth' means 'something'. It can be replaced le ride 
by a non-human object. to not take action to change something 


wrong or unpleasant « Don't panic about 
low sales. Let it ride for a while till we see if 
business picks up. 


blow/your|stack/top informal 
to suddenly become very angry « My 
mother blew her top when she saw the 
mess we'd made in the kitchen. 


‘your’ can be replaced by 'his/her/their/our/my'. 


'swh' means ‘somewhere’, It can be replaced 
by the name of a place. 


Australian 
to have just finished education or 
training in a particular school or college 
and not have much experience * Our 
course is taught by a young professor fresh 
out of law school. 


without fail 

[1]if something happens without fail, it 

always happens « Every Tuesday 

afternoon, without fail, Helga went to visit 
her father. 

I2]|something that you say in order to 
emphasize that something will be done or 
will happen * ‘You will meet me at the 
airport, won't you?' 'Don't worry, I'll be 
there without fail.’ 


Some idioms have more than one possible 
meaning. In such cases, the different 
meanings are numbered. 


Sub-entries 


have your head in the clouds 

to not know what is really happening 
around you because you are paying too 
much attention to your own ideas e He's an 
academic. They've all got their heads in the 
clouds. 

with your head in the clouds» He was 
walking along with his head in the clouds 
as usual when he tripped over a paving 
stone. 


Sometimes idioms have a basic form but are 
often found in slightly different constructions. 
If they are common, these different 

constructions are shown in sub-entries. 


xi 


Sometimes different parts of speech can be catch sb's eye 
formed from the basic idiom. In this case, the | 1 to be noticed by someone because you are 


main form is a verb phrase and the sub-entry looking at them « She lit a cigarette while 

is an adjective. he tried to catch the waiter's eye. 

2 to be attractive or different enough to be 
noticed by people * There were lots of 
dresses to choose from, but none of them 


really caught my eye. 
eye-catching *| There is an eye-catching 


mural in the hall. 


strike a blow for sth/sb 

to do something to support an idea or to 
change a situation to something which 
you believe is good * He claims to be 
striking a blow for gender equality by 
employing an equal number of men and 
women. * This latest agreement will strike 
a blow for free trade within the EU. 
opposite strike a blow against/at|sth/sb 
* The court's decision strikes a blow against 
minority rights. 


Opposites are shown as sub-entries. 


The definitions 


at the top of your voice 

[if someone says something at the top of 
their voice, they say it as loudly as they 

can|e ‘Stop it Nathan!’ she shouted at the 

top of her voice. 


All definitions use simple words to make 
them easy to understand. 


| Definitions show the most typical range of 


| objects for an idiom. 


dealing with it successfully « We had a lot of 
work to do, but I think we'reon top of it now. 


see eye to eye 

iftwo peoplelsee eye to eye, they agree with 
each other ° (often negative; often + with) 
He's asked for a transfer because he doesn't 
see eye to eye with the new manager. 


Definitions show the typical range of 
subjects for an idiom. 


day-to-day 

a day-to-day|activity|is one of the things 
you have to do every day, usually as part of 
your work ¢ (always before noun) It's Sheila 
who's responsible for the day-to-day running 
of the school. 


For adjectival idioms, the definition explains 
what the idiom usually describes. 


xii 


On yer bike! British & Australian, very 
informal 


an impolite way of telling someone to go 
away) ‘Can you lend me some money?’ ‘On 


yer bike, mate!’ 


The emotions or attitude of the person using 
the idiom are explained in the definition. 


an eager beaver 

someone who works very hard and is eager 
to do things|£» A beaver is a small animal 
which people traditionally believe to be 
hard-working.|* Who's the eager beaver who 
came in at the weekend to finish this work off? 


Individual words in the idioms are explained 
when this helps to understand the meaning 
of the idiom. 


be in the doldrums 
1 ifa business, an economy or a person's job 
isinthe doldrums, it is not very successful 
and nothing new is happening in it £»|The 
doldrums was the name for an area of sea 
where ships were not able to move because 
there was no wind. 


The history of idioms is explained when this 
helps to understand the meaning of the 
idiom. 


Examples 


put a bomb under sth/sb British & 
Australian 
if you want to put a bomb under a person 
oranorganization, you want to make them 
do things faster » /'d like to put a bomb 
under those solicitors. 


Examples show how idioms are used in 
natural speech and writing. 


blow-by-blow 
a blow-by-blow description of an event gives 
every detail of how it happened « She gave 


iblow-by-blow account\of her car 


Very common collocations are shown in dark 
type. 


Grammar 


The basic grammatical structure of an idiom is shown in its entry: 


be man enough to do sth 
This idiom is followed by an infinitive. to be brave enough to do something « He 
This idiom is followed by an -ing form. 


was man enough to admit he had made a 
mistake. 


to be likely to do something very soon * The 
club’s manager dismissed reports that he 
was on the brink of buying Peter Beardsley. 


xiii 


tie yourself (up) in knots 


This idiom is always reflexive. to become very confused or worried when 
you are trying to make a decision or solve 
aproblem 


eT rum pushing 
is idiom is always used in continuous tenses. bo pusking dp hey daisles] Audor ot 
to be dead ¢ It won't affect me anyway. I'll 


be pushing up the daisies long before it 


happens. 
Idioms which are whole sentences start with Act your age! 
a capital letter and end with a full stop or something that you say to someone who is 
other punctuation. being silly to tell them to behave in a more 


serious way * Oh, act your age, Chris! You 
can't expect to have your own way all the 
time. 


not look a gift horse in the mouth 

if someone tells you not to look a gift horse 
in the mouth, they mean that you should 
not criticize or feel doubt about something 
good that has been offered to you * Okay, 
it’s not the job of your dreams but it pays 
good money. I'd be inclined not to look a gift 
horse in the mouth if I were you. 


This idiom is always used in negative 
sentences 


| 


Common grammatical features are labelled at examples which demonstrate them: 
This idiom is often followed by the a rich seam formal 
preposition ‘of’. a subject which provides a lot of 
tunities for people to discuss, write 
about or make jokes about + 
Both wars have provided a rich seam of 
drama for playwrights and novelists alike. 


not have the faintest (idea) 
to have no knowledge of or no information 
abou something * ‘Do you know where 


This idiom is often followed by a question 
word. 


what you're talking about. 


get a move on informal 
This idiom is often an order. to hurry e|(often an order)|Get a move on, 
man! We don't have all day. 


xiv 


bring sb to book British & Australian 


to punish someone » (usually passive) A 
crime has been committed and whoever is 
responsible must be brought to book. 


This adjectival idiom is always used before up-and-coming 
the noun it describes. becoming more and more successful in a 
job «(always before noun) She founded a 


summer school for  up-and-coming 
musicians. 


This idiom is usually used in a passive 
construction. 


Figurative meanings 


Some keywords have groups of idioms which 
all use the same figurative meaning of the 
keyword. In such cases, a note explains the 
figurative meaning and all the idioms which 
follow it have that meaning. 


Knife is used in the following phrases 
connected with unpleasant behaviour. 


have your knife into sb British & 
Australian, informal 
to try to cause problems for someone 
because you do not like them *« Mike's had 
his knife into me ever since he found out I 
was seeing his ex-girlfriend. 

put/stick the knife in British & 
Australian, informal 
to do or say something unpleasant to 
someone in an unkind way * ‘No one in the 
office likes you, you know, Tim,' she said, 
putting the knife in. + The reviewer from 
The Times really stuck the knife in, calling 
it the worst play he'd seen in years. 

turn/twist the knife 
to do or say something unpleasant which 
makes someone who is already upset feel 
worse e Having made the poor girl cry, he 
twisted the knife by saying she was weak 
and unable to cope with pressure. 
a turn/twist of the knife © ‘I never loved 
you,’ she said, with a final twist of the knife. 


Common idioms 


not have a clue informal 


Idioms which are highlighted are very 
common and useful for learners of English to 
learn. 


Regional labels 
British 

American 
Australian 

mainly British 


mainly American 
Register labels 
informal 

formal 

very informal 


old-fashioned 


taboo 


humorous 


literary 


this idiom is only used in British English 
this idiom is only used in American English 
this idiom is only used in Australian English 
this idiom is mainly used in British English 


this idiom is mainly used in American English 


idioms which are used with friends and family or people you know in 
relaxed situations 


idioms which are used in a serious or polite way, for example in business 
documents, serious newspapers and books, lectures, news broadcasts, etc. 


idioms which are used in a very informal or not very polite way, often 
between members of a particular social group 


idioms which are still used but sound old-fashioned 


idioms which are likely to offend people and are not used in formal 
situations 


idioms which are intended to make people laugh 


idioms which are mainly used in literature 
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A 


from A toZ 
including all the facts about a subject 
* This book tells the story of Diana's life 
from A to Z. 

get/go from A to B 
to travel from one place to another place 
* When I'm travelling, I try to work out the 
quickest way of getting from A to B. 


about-face 


an about-face mainly American X 
a sudden and complete change of 
someone's ideas, plans, or actions « In an 
about-face on the morning of his trial, the 
accused changed his plea to guilty. « Both 
papers did an about-face and published 
a condemnation of his actions. 


above 


above and beyond sth 

more than * The support given to us by the 
police was above and beyond what we 
could have expected. « She doesn't receive 
any extra money, above and beyond what 
she's paid by the council. « The number of 
hours she puts into her job is definitely 
above and beyond the call of duty. 
(= more than is expected of her) 


absence 

Absence makes the heart grow fonder. 
something that you say which means 
being apart from someone that you love 
makes you love them even more * ‘My 
boyfriend's going to South America and I 
won't see him for six months.’ ‘Ah well, 
absence makes the heart grow fonder.’ 


accident 


an accident waiting to happen 
a very dangerous situation in which an 
accident is very likely « The speed that 


account 


people drive along this road, it's an 
accident waiting to happen. 

(whether) by accident or design 
whether intended to be this way or not 
* The system, whether by accident or 
design, benefits people who live in the 
cities more than people who live in the 
country. 

more by accident than (by) design 
because of luck and not because of skill 
* I kicked the ball and, more by accident 
than design, it found its way into the net. 


accidentally 

accidentally on purpose humorous 
if you do something accidentally on 
purpose, you intend to do it but you 
pretend that it was an accident » Jf I, 
accidentally on purpose, forget to bring 
her address with us, we won't be able to 
visit her after all. 


accidents 

accidents will happen 
something that you say in order to make 
someone feel less guilty when they have 
just damaged something that does not 
belong to them ¢ Oh well, accidents will 
happen. I can always buy another bowl. 


accord 

of your own accord > 
if you do something of your own accord, 
you do it without being asked to do it 
* She left of her own accord. I didn't tell 
her to go. 


account 

be brought/called to account formal 
to be forced to explain something you did 
wrong, and usually to be punished 
* What concerns us most is that the people 
responsible for the violence should be 
brought to account. 

on sb's account 
if you do something on someone's 
account, you do it because of that person 
* Don't cook anything special on my 
account. I'm not even very hungry. 

on your own account 
if you do something on your own 
account, you do it by yourself or for 
yourself » J decided to ask a few questions 
about the accident on my own account. 


accounting 2 


on no account must/should sb do sth 
formal 
if you tell someone that on no account 
must they do something, you mean that 
they must never, for any reason do that 
thing « On no account must the contents of 
this document be shown to any other 


an ace up its sleeve. It will allow viewers to 
play from home and win prizes. 

play your ace 
to do the thing that you know will bring 
you success » The prosecutor played her 
ace, the results of the DNA tests on 
samples taken from the victim's clothing. 


aces 


have/hold all the aces 
to be in a strong position when you are 
competing with someone else, because 
you have all the advantages « In the 
battle between road builders and 
environmentalists, the road builders seem 
to hold all the aces. 


Achilles 

an Achilles’ heel — 
a small fault in a person or system which 
might cause them to fail £» Achilles was 
a man in Greek mythology (- an ancient 
set of stories) who was killed when he 


person. 


accounting 


There's no accounting for taste! 


something that you say when you cannot > 
understand why someone likes was injured on the heel. This was the 


something or someone e ‘I love havinga Only part of his body where he could be 


, harmed. * As a team they're strong on 
ld sho breakfast.’ ‘Well, 
(OK, OT ENE d į attack but they have a weak defence that 


there’s no accounti. taste!’ 
a a might prove to be their Achilles’ heel. 
ace acid 
An ace is a playing card which usually an acid test ~ 


has the highest value in a game and 
which you need to win. It is used in the 


a test which will really prove the value, 
quality, or truth of something « The new 
show was well received but viewing 
figures for the next episode will be the real 


an ace in the hole American acid test. 
an advantage that you have that other act 
people do not know about e The local — a batancing/juggling act 
team has an ace in the hole with their new a diffivelt sitantion in which guuirydo 


player. achieve several different things at the 
come within an ace of sth/doing sth same time * It’s so exhausting having to 


following phrases connected with 
achieving success. 


to almost achieve something « Linford 


Christie came within an ace of the world 


indoor record for the 100m last night. 

be within an ace of sth/doing sth * Her 
ambition to star in a musical is within an 
ace of being (- is almost) fulfilled 
following talks with a West End producer. 

have an ace up your sleeve 

to have an advantage that other people do 
not know about « The new game show has 


perform the balancing act between work 
and family. * Keeping both sides in the 
dispute happy was a difficult juggling act 
which required an extraordinary degree of 
diplomacy. 


be a hard/tough act to follow 


to beso good it is not likely that anyone or 
anything else that comes after will be as 
good * Last year's thrilling Super Bowl, 
when the New York Giants beat the 


Buffalo Bills 20-19 will be a hard act to 
follow, + The new Chairman knows his 
predecessor is a tough act to follow. 
catch sb in the act X 

to discover someone doing something 
wrong ¢ J was trying to clear up the mess 
on the carpet before anyone noticed it, but 
Isobel came in and caught me in the act. 


clean up your act informal 
to stop doing things that other people do 
not approve of and start to behave in a 
more acceptable way * There's a very 
strong anti-press feeling at the moment. A 
lotof people think it's time they cleaned up 
their act. 


action 


put sth out of action * The freezing 
weather has put many trains out of action. 
2 if someone who plays sport is out of 
action, they are injured and cannot play 
* Towers is out of action with a broken 
wrist. 
put sb out of action * A bad fall put him 
out of action for 2 months. 


a piece/slice of the action informal 
being involved in something successful 
that someone else started « Now research 
has proved that the new drug is effective, 
everyone wants a piece of the action. 


ado 


actions 

Actions speak louder than words. 
something that you say which means that 
what you do is more important than what 
you say * Of course the government have 
made all sorts of promises but as we all 
know, actions speak louder than words. 


Adam 


not know sb from Adam 
to have never met someone and not know 
anything about them ¢ Why should I lend 
him money? Idon't know him from Adam. 


ad hoc 


ad hoc 

an ad hoc organization or process is not 
planned but is formed or arranged when 
it is necessary for a particular purpose 
* An ad hoc group of 75 parents is leading 
the protest to demand the resignation of 
the headteacher. « He doesn't charge a set 
amount for his work but negotiates fees on 
an ad hoc basis. 


ad infinitum 


ad infinitum 

if something happens or continues ad 
infinitum, it happens again and again in 
the same way, or it continues forever 
* The TV station just shows repeats of old 
comedy programmes ad infinitum. « Her 
list of complaints went on and on ad 
infinitum. 


ad nauseam 


ad nauseam 
if someone discusses something ad 
nauseam, they talk about it so much that 
it becomes very boring * She talks ad 
nauseam about how brilliant her children 
are. 


ado 


much ado about nothing X 

a lot of trouble and excitement about 
something which is not important 
Æ Much Ado about Nothing is the title of 
a famous play by Shakespeare. « People 
have been getting very upset about the 
seating arrangements for the Christmas 
dinner, but as far as I'm concerned it's all 
much ado about nothing. 


afraid 4 


without further/more ado 
without any delay * And so, without 
further ado, let me introduce you to 
tonight's speaker. 


afraid 


be afraid of your own shadow 
to be extremely nervous and easily 
frightened « She's always having panic 
attacks, she's the kind of person who's 
afraid of her own shadow. 


age 
Act your age! 
something that you say to someone who 
is being silly to tell them to behave in a 
more serious way * Oh, act your age, 
Chris! You can't expect to have your own 
way all the time. 


come of age slightly formal 

1 to reach the age when you are an adult 
and are legally responsible for your 
behaviour + So what of all the fifty- 
thousand youngsters who come of age this 
spring? Who will they be voting for? 

2 something or someone that has come of 
age has reached full, successful, 
development œ» After years of 
sophisticated mimicry, Japanese design 
has come of age. 


agenda 


An agenda is a list of subjects to be 
discussed at a meeting. Agenda is used 
in the following phrases connected 


with discussing or achieving 


something. 


at the top of the/sb's agenda 

high on the/sb's agenda 
if a subject or plan is at the top of 
Someone's agenda, it is the most 
important thing they want to discuss or 
deal with * The government has put 
education at the top of its agenda. « When 
the schoolteachers meet, classroom 
violence will be high on the agenda. (= one 
of the most important subjects to 
discuss) 

a hidden agenda 
areason for doing something that you are 
hiding by pretending that you have a 


different reason * He stressed that the 
review was to identify staffing needs and 
there was no hidden agenda to cut jobs. 


on the/sb's agenda 

if a subject, plan, or activity is on the 
agenda, people are willing to talk about 
it, or to try to make it happen «e He made it 
clear that strike action was not on the 
agenda 

opposite off the/sb's agenda * Foreign 
travel is off the agenda (- not going to 
happen) until we've got some money 
together. 


set the agenda 
to decide what subjects other people 
should discuss and deal with, often in a 
way which shows that you have more 
authority than them * Opposition parties 
have managed to set the agenda during 
this election by emphasizing the public's 
fear of crime. 


agony 

pile on the agony British & Australian, 
informal 
to try to get sympathy from other people 
by making your problems seem worse 
than they really are * (usually in 
continuous tenses) He was really piling 
on the agony, saying he was heart-broken 
and hadn't got anything left to live for. 

aid 

What's sth in aid of? British & Australian, 
informal 
something that you say when you want to 
know why someone has done something 
* I heard the shouting from the other side 
of the building. What was that in aid of? 
* A present! What's this in aid of? 


aide-mémoire 

an aide-mémoire formal 
a piece of writing or a picture that helps 
you to remember something » J write 
notes to myself and put them on the board. 
Itserves as an aide-mémoire. 


air 
be floating/walking on air 


to be very happy and excited because 
something very pleasant has happened to 


you « When the doctor told me I was going 

to havea baby, I was walking on air. 

be in the air 

1 if a feeling, especially excitement, is in 

the air, everyone is feeling it at the same 

time « There was excitement in the air as 

people gathered in the main square to hear 

the proclamation. 

2 to be going to happen very soon « The 

daffodils are in flower and spring is 

definitely in the air. ¢ I get the feeling that 
change is in the air. 


pluck sth out of the air 
if you pluck a number out of the air, you 
say any number and not one that is the 
result of careful calculation e That figure 
of eighty thousand pounds isn't 
something we've just plucked out of the 
air. We've done a detailed costing of the 
project. 


airs and graces 

false ways of behaving that are intended 
to make other people feel that you are 
important and belong to a high social 
class * The other children started calling 
her 'princess' because of her airs and 
graces. * It's no good putting on airs and 
graces with me. I knew you when you were 
working in a shop! * Look at you giving 
yourself airs and graces — think you're 
better than us, do you? 


airy-fairy 

airy-fairy British, informal 

not practical or not useful in real 
situations e She's talking about selling 
her house and buying an old castle in 
Ireland. It all sounds a bit airy-fairy to me. 


albatross 


à la carte 


à la carte 

if you eat à la carte, you choose each dish 
from a separate list instead of eating a 
fixed combination of dishes at a fixed 
price ù 7 don't know whether to have the 
set menu or go à la carte. 

à la carte * I'm just going to pick a starter 
and a main course from the à la carte 
menu. 


Aladdin 


an Aladdin's cave British 
a place that contains many interesting or 
valuable objects « (often + of) We found a 
shop that was a real Aladdin's cave of 
beautiful antiques. 


à la mode 


à la mode 
fashionable e Velvet trousers are à la mode 
this season. 


alarm 


set (the) alarm bells ringing 

if something sets alarm bells ringing, it 
makes you feel worried because it is a 
sign that there may be a problem 
* Symptoms which should set alarm bells 
ringing are often ignored by doctors. 
ring/sound alarm bells * The huge vote 
for fascist candidates should ring alarm 
bells (= cause people to worry) across 
Europe. 

alarm bells start to ring * Alarm bells 
started to ring (= I became worried) when 
I found out that he still lived with his 
mother. 


albatross 

albatross around/round your neck 
literary 
something that you have done or are 
connected with that keeps causing you 
problems and stops you from being 
successful Æ An albatross is a large 
white bird. In the poem The Rime of the 
Ancient Mariner, by Samuel Taylor 
Coleridge, a man on a ship kills an 
albatross which is then hung round his 
neck to show that he has brought bad 
luck. « The company that he founded in 
1983 is now an albatross around his neck, 


alert 


making losses of several hundreds of allor nothing 


thousands a year. 


alert 


be on full/red alert 
if soldiers are on full alert, they know 
that a situation is dangerous and are 
prepared to act immediately if necessary 
* The British flagship in the area went to 
battle stations and remained on full alert 
for twenty minutes. 
be put on full/red alert ° The army was 
put on red alert as the peace talks began to 
break down. 


al fresco 


al fresco 
outside « We ate al fresco under the olive 
trees. + An al fresco performance of The 
Tempest was the highlight of our visit. 


alive 

be alive and kicking 
to continue to live or exist and be full of 
energy e She said she'd seen him last week 
and he was alive and kicking. « Theatre in 
Madrid is alive and kicking. 


be alive and well 
to continue to be popular or successful 
* Despite rumours to the contrary, 
feminism is alive and well. « (often + and 
doing sth) Quadrophonic sound is alive 
and well and making money for its 
inventor. 

be alive with sth 
to be covered with or full of something 
that is moving * Don't sit there — the grass 
isalive with ants. 

eat sb alive 
to criticize someone very angrily « Jf we 
get our facts wrong we'll be eaten alive by 
the press. 

skin sb alive 
to punish someone very severely 
e Sharon will skin me alive if I'm late. 


completely or not at all e Jf she can't be 
the best she won't even compete. It's all or 
nothing with her + Tom has an all or 
nothing approach to relationships. 


all told 
in total « There were 550 people there, all 
told. 


be all in old-fashioned 
to be very tired and unable to do any 
more ¢ I’ve had six children to look after 
today and I'm all in. 


be all over sb 
to touch and kiss someone sexually again 
and again in a public situation « He was 
all over her at the party last night. 
* (humorous) It was disgusting, he was all 
over her like a rash. 


be all over the shop British, informal 

be all over the lot American, informal 

1 to be scattered in a lot of different places 
* What have you been doing with your 
clothes? They're all over the shop! 

2 to be confused and badly organized e I've 
been so unimpressed by their campaign. 
They're all over the shop. « How can I tell 
what's the best deal when lending rates 
are all over the lot? 


be all sweetness and light 
to be very pleasant and friendly, 
especially when other people are not 
expecting you to be e J was expecting her 
to be in a foul mood but she was all 
sweetness and light. 
all is sweetness and light if all is 
sweetness and light, everyone is being 
friendly and pleasant with each other, 
especially when this was not expected 
* They had a furious argument last night 
but this morning all was sweetness and 
light. 

not be all there informal 
to be slightly crazy « Some of the things 
she said made me think she's not quite all 
there. 

be all very well 

be all well and good 
if you say that something is all very well, 
you mean that although it is good in some 
ways, it is bad in some ways too ¢ (usually 


* but) Electric heating is all very well, but 
what happens if there's a power cut? 


be as [fast/hot/thin etc.] as all get out 
American & Australian, informal 
to be extremely fast, hot, thin etc. e He’s a 
terrific runner — as fast as all get out. 
be [faster/hotter/thinner etc.] than all 
get out e» It’s hotter than all get out 
(= extremely hot) in here. 


for all sb cares informal 
if you say that someone can do 
something unpleasant for all you care, 
you mean that you do not care about what 
happens to them e She can go to hell for 
all I care. 


for all sb knows informal 
if you say that a situation could be true 
for all you know, you are emphasizing 
that you do not know anything about it 
* Heidi could be married with ten children 
for all I know! We haven't spoken for 
years. 

give your all 
to do everything you can in order to 
achieve something * You've really got to 
give your all in the championships. 


give it your all 
to do everything you can in order to 
achieve something » J want the job badly 
and I'm prepared to give it my all. 


go all out 

to use all your effort and energy to 
achieve something ¢ (often + to do sth) 
They went all out to make the party a 
success. * (often + for) The team is going 
allout for victory. 

all-out * (always before noun) We made 
an all-out effort to finish decorating the 
hall by the end of the weekend. 


it's all (that) sb can do to do sth 
if its all someone can do to do 
something, they just manage to do it 
although it is difficult e It was all I could 
do to stop myself screaming with pain. 


It's all the same to me. British, American 
& Australian 

It's all one to me. Australian 
something that you say when it is not 
important to you what happens e ‘Would 


alma mater 


you prefer to go out for a meal or eat in?' 
‘It’s all the same to me.’ 


That's sb all over! informal 
something that you say when you are 
talking about something bad that 
someone has done and you want to say 
that it is typical of their character e She's 
always complaining. That's Claire all 
over. 


That's all she wrote! American, informal 
something that you say when something 
has come to an end and there is nothing 
more that you can say about it « We went 
out twice — once to the movies and once to a 
restaurant and that's all she wrote. 

to cap/crown/top it all 
something that you say when you want to 
tell someone the worst event in a series of 
bad events that has happened to you « He 
spilled red wine on the carpet, insulted my 
mother and to cap it all, broke my 
favourite vase. 


alley 

be (right) up sb's alley informal 

be (right) down sb's alley American & 
Australian, informal 
if something is right up someone's alley, 
it is exactly the type of thing that they 
know about or like to do « The job should 
be right up Steve's alley — working with 
computers, software and stuff. 


all-rounder 


an all-rounder British & Australian 
someone who is good at many different 
things, especially in sport * The most 
recent member of the England team is a 
good all-rounder: 


all-singing, all-dancing humorous 
very modern and technically advanced 
* She showed us the new all-singing, all- 
dancing graphics software she’d bought 
for her computer. 


alma mater 


your alma mater formal 
the school, college, or university where 
you studied « She has been offered the 
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position of professor of international 
economic policy at Princeton, her alma 
mater. 


the alma mater American 
e official song of a school, college, or 
university « We ended our class reunion 
by singing the alma mater. 


go it alone 
to do something by yourself and without 
help from other people e Honda has 
chosen to go it alone rather than set up a 
joint venture with an American partner. 

leave/let well alone British, American & 
Australian 

leave/let well enough alone American 
to leave something the way it is, because 
trying to improve it might make it worse 
* In cases of back trouble, it's difficult to 
know whether to operate or leave well 
alone. * I'm not doing any more on that 
painting — it's time to let well enough 
alone. 


altogether 


in the altogether humorous 
naked e He was just standing there in the 
altogether. 


amber 


an amber gambler British, informal 
someone who drives very fast past the 
lights that control traffic when the signal 
is about to tell them to stop * She's an 
impatient driver — a bit of an amber 
gambler. 


ambulance 


an ambulance chaser informal 
a lawyer who finds work by persuading 
people who have been hurt in accidents 
to ask for money from the person who 
injured them ¢ He was a notorious 
ambulance chaser. He made millions out of 
other people's misfortunes. 


American 


be as American as apple pie 
to be typically American * Country and 
western music is as American as apple pie. 


not go amiss British, American & 
Australian, informal 

not come amiss British & Australian, 
informal 
if something would not go amiss, it 
would be useful and might help to 
improve a situation » (usually in 
conditional tenses) A word of apology 
would not go amiss. « Some extra helpers 
never come amiss. 

amour propre 

amour propre formal 
the good feelings and respect you have for 
yourself e The critics’ negative reaction to 
his first novel wounded his amour propre. 


another 


live to fight another day 
to lose a fight or competition but not be 
completely defeated and therefore be able 
to try again in the future * The anti- 
pollution campaigners lost the debate but 
lived to fight another day. 


answer 


Sb's answer to sb/sth 
someone or something that is just as good 
as a more famous person or thing in the 
place where it comes from « The Kennedy 
clan was America's answer to the royal 
families of Europe. 

the answer to sb's prayers 
someone or something that someone has 
needed very much for a long time e A new 
supermarket delivery service was the 
answer to my prayers. 


ante 

raise/up the ante X 
to increase your demands or to increase 
the risks in a situation, in order to 
achieve a better result £» The ante is an 
amount of money that must be paid in 
card games before each part of the game 
can continue. * The government has 
upped the ante by refusing to negotiate 
until a ceasefire has been agreed. 


ants 

have ants in your pants humorous 
to not be able to keep still because you are 
very excited or worried about something 
e She's got ants in her pants because she's 
going to a party tonight. 


anybody 

anybody who is anybody humorous 
if anybody who is anybody is doing 
something, all the most famous and 
important people are doing that thing 
* Anybody who is anybody will be at the 
Queen's birthday celebrations. 

ape; 

go ape informal 

go apeshit taboo 
to become very angry * Vicky'll go ape 
when she sees this mess. 


apology 

be an apology for sth humorous 
to be a very bad example of something 
* That old thing is an apology for a car. 


appearances 
keep up appearances 

to hide your personal or financial 
problems from other people by 


continuing to live and behave in the same 
way that you did in the past « Simply 
keeping up appearances was stretching 
their resources to the limit. 


appetite 

whet sb's appetite 
if an experience whets someone's 
appetite for something, it makes them 
want more of it « That first flying lesson 
whetted her appetite. « (often + for) I did a 
short course last year, and it's whetted my 
appetite for study. 


apple 

An apple a day keeps the doctor away. 
old-fashioned 
something that you say which means 
eating an apple every day will keep you 
healthy * If ‘an apple a day keeps the 
doctor away,’ then why have I got this 
terrible cold? 


apples 


the apple of sb's eye 
the person who someone loves most and 
is very proud of * His youngest son was 
the apple of his eye. 


a bad/rotten apple 
one bad person in a group of people who 
are good ù You'll find the occasional rotten 
apple in every organization. 


applecart 


upset the applecart 
to cause trouble, especially by spoiling 
someone's plans * I don't want to upset the 
applecart now by asking you to change the 
date for the meeting. 


apple-pie 

be in apple-pie order 
to be very tidy and in good order « Wendy 
kept all her belongings in apple-pie order. 


apples 


apples and oranges American 
if two people or things are apples and 
oranges, they are completely different 
* You can't compare inner city schools and 
schools in the suburbs — they're apples and 
oranges. 


How do you like them apples! 

1 American & Australian, informal 
something that you say when you want 
someone to know how clever or 
successful you are, especially when you 
have done something better than they 
have * You know that girl we were talking 
to last night - with the long blond hair? 
Well, I got her number. How do you like 
them apples! 

2 American & Australian, informal 
something that you say to show you are 
surprised or disappointed by something 
that has happened * So Marilyn has 
moved to Florida? Well, how do you like 
them apples! 


She'll be apples. Australian, informal 

She's apples. Australian, informal 
something that you say in order to tell 
someone that they do not need to worry 
and that everything will happen as it 
should * ‘What if it rains for the 
wedding?’ ‘Don’t worry, she'll be apples.’ 


aprés-ski 


aprés-ski 

aprés-ski 
the social activities that take place in the 
evening at hotels and restaurants in 
towns where people go to ski e If it's 
aprés-ski you're after, this town with its 
hundred or so bars is the resort for you. 
* Bars and dancing are among the aprés- 
ski activities for the adults. 

a priori ~ 

a priori formal 
accepted without being thought about or 
questioned « The existence of God is a 
priori for most people with a religious 
faith. « In a court of law, a priori 
assumptions about guilt and innocence 
can be dangerous. 


argy-bargy 

argy-bargy British, informal 
loud arguments ¢ Did you hear all that 
argy-bargy outside the Kingston Arms 
last night? 


ark 


The ark is a large wooden ship in a 
story from the Bible. It is used in the 


following phrases connected with 
things that are old or old-fashioned. 


be out of the ark British & Australian 
to be very old-fashioned *« My granny's 
hat was straight out of the ark. 


went/had gone out with the ark British 
& Australian, humorous 
if an object or method went out with the 
ark, it is not used any more » These old 
manual printing presses went out with the 
ark — everything's computerized these 
days. 


arm 

chance your arm British & Australian, 
informal 
to take a risk in order to get something 
that you want e Aren't you chancing your 
arm a bit giving up a secure job to start a 
business? 

cost (sb) an arm and a leg informal X 
to be very expensive » These opera tickets 
cost us an arm and a leg! 


hold/keep sb at arm's length 
to not allow someone to become too 
friendly with you * always had the feeling 
she was keeping me at arm's length. 

put the arm on sb American, informal 
to try to force someone to do something 
* If he won't pay up, we'll get Rick to put 
thearm on him. 

twist sb's arm 
to persuade someone to do something 
that they do not want to do e He might 
help us with the painting if you twist his 
arm. * (humorous) 'Have a cream cake?' 
‘Oh, go on then, if you twist my arm.’ 


armed 

be armed to the teeth 
if a person or a country is armed to the 
teeth, they have many weapons • We 
walked past a group of soldiers, armed to 
the teeth. 

armpit 

be the armpit of the world/universe 
humorous 
to be a very unpleasant and often dirty 
place e For some people it's an exciting, 
big city — for others it's the armpit of the 
universe. 


arms 

be up in arms 
to be very angry * (often + about) The 
students are up in arms about the 
standard of teaching at the college. 
* (often + over) Local traders are up in 
arms over the effect of the new parking 
regulations on their businesses. 

around 

have been around (a bit) informal 
if someone has been around, they have 
hada lot of experience of life and know a 
lot of things * She's been around a bit — 
she should know how to look after herself 

arse 

arse about face British & Australian, very 
informal 
if something is arse about face, it is 
placed or arranged the opposite way to 
the way it should be * No wonder it 
doesn't look right, mate, you've got the 
whole frame in arse about face. 
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arse over tip British, very informal 

arse over tit British & Australian, very 
informal 
if you go arse over tip, you turn upside 
down with your feet above your head « He 
put on the front brake too hard and went 
arse over tip over the handlebars. 

be (right) up sb's arse British, very 
informal 
to be driving too close to the car in front 
of you * That police car's been up my arse 
since we left London. 

kiss/lick sb's arse British & Australian, 
taboo 
to try too hard to please someone and to 
agree with everything they say, in a way 
which other people find unpleasant e Im 
not interested in promotion if you have to 
lick the boss’s arse to get it. 
arse-licker/kisser British & Australian, 
taboo * He surrounded himself with arse- 
lickers. 

lick my arse! British & Australian, taboo 
something that you say in order to tell 
someone that you will not do what they 
want you to * T think you'd better leave 
right now.’ ‘Lick my arse!" 


In the following phrases, arse is used 


in British and Australian English, and 
ass in American English. 


can’t tell your arse from your elbow very 
informal 

not know your arse from your elbow 
very informal 
if you can’t tell your arse from your 
elbow, you are stupid and become 
confused about simple things e It’s no 
good asking him to organize anything — he 
can't tell his arse from his elbow. 


get your arse in gear very informal 
to force yourself to start working or to 
hurry ¢ /f she doesn't get her arse in gear 
she'll be late again. 

get off your arse very informal 
to stop being lazy and start doing 
something ¢ Tell that lazy sod to get off 
his arse and get some work done! 

Kiss my arse! taboo 
something that you say in order to tell 


arty-farty 


someone that you will not do what they 
want you to * He asked for money, and I 
told him he could kiss my arse! 


Move/Shift your arse! very informal 
something that you say to tell someone to 
hurry or to get out of your way * Shift 
your arse! We're late. 

My arse! very informal 
something that you say after repeating 
something someone has just said, in 
order to show that you do not believe it 
* ‘She’s offering good money.’ ‘Good 
money, my arse! I can’t feed my kids on 
that!’ 

Shove/Stick sth up your arse! taboo 
something that you say in order to tell 
someone in a very angry way that you do 
not want or need something they could 
give you * Tell Mr Peabody he can take his 
job and shove it up his arse! 

sit on your arse very informal 
to do nothing, especially when other 
people are busy or need your help * It’s 
time you stopped sitting on your arse, and 
found yourself a job. 

talk out of your arse very informal — . . 

talk through your arse very informal ^ 
to say things which are stupid or wrong 
* She says she'll sue us, but she's talking 
out of her arse. 


arsed 

can't be arsed British, taboo 
if you can't be arsed, you will not make 
the necessary effort to do something 
* (often + to do sth) can't be arsed to go to 
the party. It'stoo far away. 


article 

an article of faith X 
something that someone believes very 
strongly without thinking about whether 
it could be wrong * Jt was an article of 
faith with Mona that everything she used 
should be recycled. 


arty-farty 

arty-farty British, informal 

artsy-fartsy American, informal 
something or someone that is arty-farty 
tries too hard to seem connected with 
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serious art, and is silly or boring because 
of this *« Rob's friends were a couple of 
arty-farty types who talked endlessly 
about the decline of the modern American 
novel. 


asis 
exactly as something is without any 
changes or improvements made to it e PI 
have to hand this report in as is — there's 
no time to update it. 


ashes 


rake over the ashes 
to think about or to talk about unpleasant 
events from the past Æ Ashes are what 
is left of something after it has been 
destroyed by fire. + There is no point in 
raking over the ashes now, you did what 
you thought was right at the time. 


ask 


Don't ask me. informal 
something that you say when you do not 
know the answer to a question « ‘Who’s in 
charge round here?’ ‘Don’t ask me. I'm as 
confused as you.’ * (often + question 
word) She's decided to dye her hair bright 
green, don't ask me why. 

I ask you! informal 
something that you say in order to show 
your surprise or anger at something 
someone has done « They stayed for a 
month and left without even saying thank 
you! Well, I ask you! 

You may well ask! humorous 

Well may you ask! humorous, formal 
something that you say when someone 
asks you about something which you 
think is strange, funny or annoying 
* ‘Why is Timothy sitting in the kitchen 
with a saucepan balanced on top of his 
head?’ ‘You may well ask!" « ‘What 
happened to the money you gave Sharon to 


buy food?' *Well may you ask! She says she 
lost it.’ 


asking 

be sb's for the asking 
if something is someone's for the asking, 
they only have to ask for it and it will be 
given to them e The contract was Ron's for 
the asking. 


be asking for trouble >< 
to behave stupidly in a way that is likely 
to cause problems for you « Drinking and 
driving is just asking for trouble. 


asleep 


be asleep at the switch American 

if someone is asleep at the switch, they 
are not ready to act quickly to avoid 
problems and do their job well « Let's face 
it, if employees were stealing all that 
money, then management was asleep at 
the switch. 

fall asleep at the switch * The Party 
was simply too confident of victory and 
fell asleep at the switch. 


aspersions 


cast aspersions on sb/sth formal 
to criticize someone or someone's 
character ¢ His opponents cast aspersions 
on his patriotism. 


sb’s ass is on the line American, very 
informal 
if someone's ass is on the line, they are in 
a situation where they will be blamed if 
things go wrong * I hope this conference is 
a success — my ass is on the line here. 

ass over teacup/teakettle American, very 
informal 
if you go ass over teacup, you turn upside 
down with your feet above your head 
* She slipped and fell ass over teakettle 
down the hill. 


be on sb's ass 

1 American, very informal! to annoy 
someone by always watching what they 
are doing and criticizing them * She was 
on my ass all morning telling me the 
things I was doing wrong. 
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2 American, very informal! to be driving 
too close to the car in front of you 
* There's a Mercedes on my ass and he's 
making me nervous. 


bust your ass American, very informal X a 
to work very hard « He'll just have to bust 
his ass to make sure the job is finished on 
time. 


chew sb's ass (out) American, very 
informal 
to speak or shout angrily at someone 
because they have done something wrong 
* His boss will chew his ass if he doesn't 
finish the report on time. 


haul ass American, very informal 
to move very quickly, especially in order 
to escape + When the shooting started we 
hauled ass out of there. 


kick (sb's) ass mainly American, very 
informal 
to punish someone or to defeat someone 
with a lot of force « The General saw the 
conflict as a chance for the Marines to go 
in and kick ass. + We want to go into the 
game and kick some ass. 


kiss (sb's) ass American, very informal 

to try too hard to please someone and to 
agree with everything they say, in a way 
which other people find unpleasant e Jf 
you want promotion around here, you're 
going to have to kiss ass. 

ass-kisser American, taboo * They're just 
a load of ass-kissers! 


get sb's ass American, very informal 
to find someone and punish them for 
something they have done e Don't worry - 
the cops'll get that maniac’s ass. 


You bet your (sweet) ass! American, very 
informal 
something that you say in order to 
emphasize what you have said * You bet 
your ass I feel bad about her leaving. + You 
can bet your sweet ass he's guilty! 


make an ass of yourself 
to behave in a silly way ¢ Simon drank too 
much and made a complete ass of himself 
at the party. 


au naturel 


astray 


lead sb astray 

1 to influence someone so that they do bad 
things * Parents always worry about their 
children being led astray by unsuitable 
friends. 

2to cause someone to make a mistake 
* The police were led astray by false 
information from one of the witnesses. 


at 


be at it informal 

1 informal if two people are at it, they are 
having sex * They're at it the whole 
time! 

2 informal if two or more people are at it, 
they are talking too much in a way that 
annoys other people » J wish they'd shut 
up — they've been at it all morning. 


atmosphere 

you could cut the atmosphere with a 
knife 
something that you say to describe a 
situation in which everyone is feeling 
very angry or nervous and you feel that 
something unpleasant could soon 
happen * There was a lot of tension 
between Diane and Carol; you could cut 
the atmosphere in that room with a knife. 


au courant 


au courant 

1 formal if you are au courant, you have 
the most recent information about 
something or someone » (usually + with) 
I bought a copy of Hello magazine in an 
attempt to be au courant with the lives of 
therich and famous. 

2 mainly American modern and 
fashionable » Jf you want to keep your au 
courant status this winter, you won't be 
wearing black. 


au fait 

be au fait with sth 
to know a lot about a subject *« Are you au 
fait with the latest developments in 
computer technology? 

au naturel 

au naturel formal 

1 without clothes or without make-up 
(= substances that women put on their 
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faces to improve their appearance) e J 
thought I'd leave off the lipstick for a 
couple of days and go au naturel. 

2 without having been cooked, or cooked in 
a very simple way with nothing added 
* You can stew these berries briefly with a 
littlesugar or you can eat them au naturel. 


automatic 


on automatic pilot informal 

on autopilot informal 
if you are on automatic pilot, or do 
something on automatic pilot, you do 
something without thinking about what 
you are doing, usually because you have 
done it many times before » By the second 
week of the election campaign she was 
making all her speeches on automatic 
pilot. 


autumn 

autumn years literary 
the later years of a person's life, 
especially after they have stopped 
working e He spent his autumn years 
surrounded by family and friends. 


avant-garde 

the avant-garde 
the artists, writers, musicians etc. of any 
period whose work is very modern and 
very different to what has been done 
before e Since 1948, the exhibition has 


been a major showcase for the avant- 
garde. 

avant-garde They are currently 
exhibiting a collection of postwar avant- 
garde art from Japan. 


awkward 

an awkward customer 
a person, group, or thing that causes 
problems, usually because they will not 
behave in the way you want or expect 
them to « There's usually at least one 
awkward customer who insists on doing 
everything according to the rule book. 


Ax is the American spelling of axe. 


get the axe 

be given the axe x 

1 if a person gets the axe, they lose their 
job * Senior staff are more likely to get the 
axe because the company can't afford their 
high salaries. 

2 if a plan or a service gets the axe, it is 
stopped ¢ My research project was the first 
thing to be given the ax when the new boss 
took over. 

have an axe to grind 
to have a strong opinion about 
something, which you are often trying to 
persuade other people is correct « As a 
novelist, he has no political axe to grind. 


babe 


a babe in the woods American & 
Australian 
someone who has not had much 
experience of life and trusts other people 
too easily * When it comes to dealing with 
men, she's a babe in the woods. 


baby 


a baby boomer mainly American 
someone who was born between 1945 and 
1965, a period in which a lot of babies 
were born * Clinton was the first baby 
boomer in the White House. ¢ The ads are 
supposed to appeal to the baby boomer 
generation. 


the baby blues 
a feeling of sadness that some women 
experience after they have given birth to 
a baby * According to this article, as many 
as 60% of women suffer from the baby 
blues. 


cry like a baby : 
to cry a lot « When I heard that she was 
safe, I cried like a baby. 

throw the baby out with the bath water 
to get rid of the good parts as well as the 
bad parts of something when you are 
trying to improve it « I don't think we 
should throw the baby out with the bath 
water. There are some good features of the 
present system that I think we should 
retain. 


back 

back and forth 
if someone or something moves back and 
forth between two places, they move from 
one place to the other place again and 
again e Nurses went back and forth 
among the wounded, bringing food and 


back 


back-to-back mainly American 
back-to-back events happen one after the 
other « He appeared in three back-to-back 
interviews on television last night. « His 
idea of a good time is to go to three French 
movies back-to-back. 


at the back of your mind 
if a thought that worries you is at the 
back of your mind, it is always in your 
mind although you do not spend time 
thinking about it « It’s always at the back 
of my mind that the illness could recur. 


at/in the back of beyond 
in a place which is far away from other 
towns and difficult to get to « He lives in 
some tiny, remote village in the back of 
beyond. 


be fed up/sick to the back teeth British ; 
& Australian, informal 
to be bored or angry because a bad 
situation has continued for too long or a 
subject has been discussed too much 
* (often + with) He's been treating me 
badly for two years and, basically, I'm fed 
up to the back teeth with it. * (often + of) 
You're probably sick to the back teeth of 
hearing about my problems! 


be on sb's back informal 
to keep asking someone to do something, 
or to keep criticizing someone in a way 
that annoys them « He's still on my back 
about those end of term reports. 


be on the back burner 

if a plan is on the back burner, no one is 
dealing with it at present, but it has not 
been completely forgotten « For the 
moment, strike action is on the back 
burner. 

put sth on the back burner * Plans for a 
new sports complex have been put on the 
back burner. 
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behind sb's back ~. 
if you do something behind someone's 
back, you do it without them knowing, in 
a way which is unfair « J don't want to 
talk about it behind his back. + She was 
accused of going behind her colleagues' 
backs to talk to management. 


break your back informal 
to puta lot of effort into doing something 
* (often + doing sth) I’m not going to break 
my back working for £120 a week! 


by/through the back door  . 

not in a direct, official, or honest way « He 
accused the government of privatizing the 
health service through the back door. 
back-door  * The minister dismissed 
suggestions that the move was a back-door 
attempt to introduce national identity 
cards. 


could do sth with one arm/hand tied 

behind their back informal / 

if someone could do something with one 
hand tied behind their back, they can do 
it very easily « Her part in the film was 
not very demanding - she could have 
played it with one hand tied behind her 
back. 


fit/write sth on the back of a postage 

stamp 

if you say you could write what you know 
about a subject on the back of a postage 
stamp, you mean you know very little 
about that subject « What I know about 
car maintenance could be written on the 
back of a postage stamp. 


get sb off your back informal 
to stop someone trying to force you to do 
something, or to stop someone criticizing 
you * I had to sell my house to get the 
creditors off my back. 
get off sb's back informal + Can't you just 
get off his back and let him rest fora while? 


get/put sb's back up informal ^ 
to do or say something which annoys 
someone Æ When a cat feels angry it 
raises its back. « She put my back up 
immediately by interrupting everything I 
said. 

have your back against/to the wall 


to have very serious problems which 
limit the ways in which you can act e With 
rising labour costs, industry has its back to 
the wall. e When his back was against 
the wall he became very aggressive. 


know sth like the back of your hand 
informal 
to know a place very well « He knew East 
London like the back of his hand. 


off the back of a lorry British, humorous 

off the back of a truck Australian, 
humorous 
if you say that you got something off the 
back of a lorry you mean that it was 
probably stolen * 7 don't know where he 
gets this stuff — probably off the back of a 
lorry. + There's a new stereo too which, I 
suspect, fell off the back of a lorry. 


put your back into sth 
to use a lot of physical effort to try to do 
something * You could dig this plot in an 
afternoon if you put your back into it. 


ride on the back of sth 
to use something successful which 
already exists or has already happened in 
order to achieve something else * Poetry 
performances are riding on the back of the 
popularity of stand-up comedy. 


stab sb in the back ^ 

to do something harmful to someone who 
trusted you + He had been lied to, stabbed 
in the back, by people he thought were his 
friends. 

a stab in the back * To have your brother 
tell the press about your private life. That 
must feel like a real stab in the back. 


take a back seat 

1 if an activity takes a back seat, you spend 
less time doing that than other things 
* He's been putting all his energies into 
house-hunting recently so his studies have 
had to take a back seat. » (sometimes + to) 
In my early twenties, politics very much 
took a back seat to sport and socializing. 

2 to let other people take a more active and 
responsible part in an organization or a 
situation » J was content to take a back 
seat and let the rest of my family deal with 
thecrisis. 


talk out of the back of your head British 
& Australian, informal 
to talk nonsense » (usually in continuous 
tenses) He's talking out of the back of his 
head — you can't get a flight to Australia 
for less than £500 these days. 

turn your back on sb >< 
to refuse to help someone e These people 
are appealing to our government to help 
them. We can't just turn our backs on them. 


turn your back on sth 
to stop being involved in something 
* Spain cannot afford to turn its back on 
tourism. 

watch your back informal 
to be careful of the people around you, 
making sure that they do nothing to 
harm you + It’s a rough neighbourhood so 
watch your back when you're walking 
around the streets. 

when/while sb's back is turned 
while someone is somewhere else or 
unable to notice what is happening 
* When my mother's back was turned, my 
grandmother would give me chocolates. 
the minute sb's back is turned * The 
minute the teacher's back is turned (= as 
soon as she cannot see them), they start 
messing around and throwing things at 
each other. 

You scratch my back and I'll scratch 
yours. 

I'll scratch your back if you scratch 
mine. 
something that you say to tell someone 
that you will help them if they will help 
you * I do have some information you 
might be interested in, but what can you 
offer me in return? You scratch my back 
and I'll scratch yours. 

backing 

backing and filling American 
continuously changing or delaying a 
decision * After much backing and filling 
she finally agreed to hand over the 
company's books. 

backroom 

a backroom boy informal 
someone who does a lot of work in the 
type of job where they are not often seen 
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backward 


by the public * (often plural) Editors are 
very much the backroom boys of the film 
world. 


backs us 


live off the backs of sb“ 
to use what other people produce in order 
to live, without giving them anything in 
exchange * He was one of the wealthiest 
dictators of all time and he lived off the 
backs of the people. 


backseat 


a backseat driver 

1 a passenger in a car who continuously 
tells the driver how they should drive 
* Mike's a real backseat driver and I find 
it so irritating. 

2 mainly American someone who expects 
to control things although it is not their 
responsibility to do this « Tell her you're 
in charge now. It's time she stopped being 
a backseat driver. 


backside 


get off your backside British & 
Australian, very informal 
to stop being lazy and start doing 
something * It’s time the government got 
off its backside and did something about 
improving the railways. 
sit (around) on your backside British & 
Australian, very informal to do nothing, 
especially when other people are busy or 
need your help * How do people expect 
things to change if they just sit on their 
backsides and don't bother to vote? 


backward 


not be backward in coming forward 
British & Australian, humorous 
to be confident and always ready to 
express an opinion * 7f he doesn't like it, 
he'll tell you. He's not exactly backward in 
coming forward. 


without a backward glance 
if you leave without a backward glance, 
you are completely happy to leave and 
have no sad feelings about it « She left the 
city she had lived in all her life without a 
backward glance. 
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backwards 


know sth backwards British & Australian 
know sth backwards and forwards 
American 

if you know a subject or a piece of 
writing backwards, you know it very well 
* Ed knows the play backwards — he's seen 
it eight or nine times. « After 30 years in the 
business she knows it backwards and 
forwards. 


bacon 


bring home the bacon informal 

1 to earn money to live on ¢ Jf Jo's going to 
beat home looking after the kids, someone 
needs to bring home the bacon. 

2 to do something successfully, especially 
to win a game or race * Racegoers 
crowded the stand to see him bring home 
the bacon. (= win the race) 


save sb's bacon mainly British, informal 
to save someone from failure or 
difficulties « You saved my bacon there. 
I'd probably have lost my job if you hadn't 
been ready with an explanation. 


bad 


bad blood 
feelings of hate between people because 
of arguments in the past * (often + 
between) Police say the arson attack may 
have been the result of bad blood between 
the two families. 7 

a bad egg mainly American, informal 
someone who behaves in a bad or 
dishonest way * He's a bad egg — don't 
believe anything he says. 


A bad workman blames his tools. 
something that you say when someone 
blames the objects they are using for 
their own mistakes ¢ ‘This oven burns 
everything.' 'You know what they say, a 
bad workman blames his tools.’ 


be bad news 
to be unpleasant and to have a bad effect 
on other people or situations * I’ve 
worked with her in the past and I'm telling 
you she's bad news. * (often for) The 
government's failure to be firm on air 
quality is bad news for the environment. 


be in bad odour with sb British & 
Australian, old-fashioned 

be in bad odor with sb American, old- 
fashioned 
if you are in bad odour with someone, 
they are angry with you because of 
something you have done * (often + with) 
He's in bad odour with his business 
partners for having pulled out of the deal 
at the last minute. Š 

give sth/sb a bad name X 
to cause people to lose respect for 
something or someone * A few badly 
behaved football fans give all football 
supporters a bad name. 
have a bad name * Foreign aid has a 
bad name because it often fails to help the 
people most in need. 

give sth up as a bad job 
to stop doing something because you do 
not feel it is worth continuing * After 
three attempts to explain the joke I gave it 
up as a bad job. 

go from bad to worse 
if a situation goes from bad to worse, it 
gets worse than it already was * The 
troubles started when John lost his job 
last March and things have gone from bad 
to worse ever since. 

have a bad hair day 

1 humorous to not feel attractive or happy 
all day because you cannot make your 
hair look nice » I’m having a bad hair day 
today — I just couldn't do a thing with it 
this morning. 

2 humorous if a machine has a bad hair 

day, it does not work as it should all day 

* My computer's having a bad hair day. 
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have got it bad informal, humorous 
to be very much in love « He missed the 
football game to see her — he must have got 
it bad! 

leave a bad taste in your mouth » 
if an experience leaves a bad taste in 
your mouth, you have an unpleasant 
memory of it » I think we all felt that he'd 
been treated unfairly and it left a bad taste 
in people's mouths. 


take the bad with the good 
to accept the unpleasant parts of a 
situation as well as the pleasant parts 
* Bringing up children certainly has its 
problems, but you learn to take the bad 
with the good. 

turn up like a bad penny old-fashioned 
to arrive at a place or event where you are 
not wanted ¢ She’ll turn up again, like a 
bad penny, just you see. 


bad-mouth X 

bad-mouth sb/sth 
to say unpleasant things about someone 
or something, especially in order to spoil 
other people's opinions of them * She's 
always bad-mouthing her colleagues. 
* Bad-mouthing the police is hardly an 
original occupation. 


bag 

bag and baggage slightly formal 
with all the things that you own e We were 
told we'd have to be out of the house, bag 
and baggage, in a week's time. 

Sb's bag of tricks 
all the clever methods by which someone 
achieves something ¢ It remains to be seen 
what this side will pull out of their bag of 
tricks for the semi-final. 

a bag lady 
a woman who has no home and carries 
everything she owns around with her in 
plastic bags * Did you see that bag lady 
looking through the rubbish at the side of 
theroad? 

a bag of bones informal X 
a person or animal that is extremely thin 
* All the plumpness she'd acquired in 
middle age had gone. She was a bag of 
bones. 


bait 


not be your bag informal 
to not be something that you are 
interested in * Country music isn't really 
my bag. 

in the bag informal 
if something is in the bag, you are 
certain to get it or to achieve it 
Æ Someone who hunts puts what they 
have killed in a bag. * Once we'd scored 
the third goal, the match was pretty much 
in the bag. « Nobody knows who'll get the 
job, despite rumours that Keating has it 
in the bag. ¢ 

pull something out of the bag x 
to suddenly do something which solves a 
problem or improves a bad situation 
* They're really going to have to pull 
something out of the bag tonight if they 
want to qualify for the championship. 

bags 

pack your bags 
to leave a place or a job and not return 
* The Chief of Police has defied the order 
to pack his bags. 

bait 

Fish or cut Lait. American 
something that you say to someone when 
you want them to make a decision and 
take action without any more delay 
* Your relationship's going nowhere. It's 
time to fish or cut bait. 


Bait is a small amount of food put onto 
a hook in order to catch a fish. It is 


used in the following phrases to mean 
something that is being said or offered 
which makes people react. 


rise to the bait 
to react to something that someone has 
said in exactly the way that they wanted 
you to react, usually by becoming angry 
* (often negative) Anthony keeps saying 
that women make bad drivers but I refuse 
to rise to the bait. 

swallow/take the bait 
to accept something that is only being 
offered to you so that you will do 
something Ħ The offer of a free radio with 
every television proved very popular, and 
hundreds of shoppers swallowed the bait. 
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baker 


a baker's dozen old-fashioned 
thirteen * The judges selected a baker's 
dozen of promising entries from the 
hundreds they received. 


balance 


be/hang in the balance 

if something hangs in the balance, no 
one knows whether it will continue to 
exist in the future or what will happen to 
it « Judd's career hung in the balance last 
night after his team lost their sixth 
successive game. ¢ The financial situation 
is by no means resolved and the club's 
future is still very much in the balance. 


on balance 
after thinking about all the different facts 
or opinions * On balance, I would say that 
it hasn't been a bad year. + The report 
found that, on balance, most people would 
prefer a female doctor to a male one. 

swing/tip the balance © 
to make something more likely to happen, 
or to make someone more likely to succeed 
* They were both well-qualified for the job 
but Ian had more experience and that 
tipped the balance. + The success of this 
film could tip the balance in favour of 
other British films in the future. 

throw sb off balance 
to confuse or upset someone for a short 
time by saying or doing something that 
they are not expecting e (usually passive) 
Iwasn't expecting any interaction with the 
audience and was thrown off balance by 
his question. 


bald 

be as bald as a coot humorous 
to be completely bald (= having no hair 
on your head) £» A coot is a small, dark 
grey bird with a circle of white feathers 
on its head. ¢ Then he took off his hat and 
he was as bald as a coot. 


ball 

a ball and chain 
something which limits your freedom 
Æ A ball and chain was a heavy metal 
ball that was fastened to a prisoner's leg 
by a chain, used to stop them moving. 


* The house had become a ball and chain — 
we couldn't sell it and neither could we 
rent it out. 


a ball-breaker British & Australian, very 
informal 
a woman who does not like men and is 
unpleasant towards them » J don't think 
you're going to like your new flat mate — 
she’s a bit of a ball-breaker. 


the ball is in sb's court 

if the ball is in someone's court, they 
have to do something before any progress 
can be made in a situation © In a game 
of tennis, if the ball is in your court then 
it is your turn to hit the ball. « 7've told 
him he can have his job back if he 
apologizes. The ball's in his court now. 
put the ball in sb’s court * This pay offer 
has put the ball firmly in the court of the 
union. 


be no ball of fire American & Australian, 
informal >< 
to lack energy and interest « It’s a little 
ironic that he criticizes Bill for not being 
dynamic. He's no ball of fire himself 


be on the ball informal A 
to be quick to understand and to react to 
things * J rely on my co-driver to be on the 
ball. e I didn't sleep well last night and I'm 
not really on the ball today. 


carry the ball American 
to take control of an activity and do what 
is needed to get a piece of work done 
* The people who carried the ball for his 
campaign were mainly volunteers. 


drop the ball American, informal X 
to make a mistake, especially by doing 
something in a stupid or careless way 
* For god's sake don't drop the ball - we're 
relying on you. 


have a ball old-fashioned 
to enjoy yourself very much ¢ ‘So how 
was the party last night? ‘It was 
wonderful- we had a bail!’ 


pick up/take the ball and run (with it) 
mainly American 
to take an idea or plan and develop it 
further * This is a good proposal. I think 
we should pick up the ball and run with it. 
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play ball informal X 
to agree to do what someone asks you to 
do, or to agree to work with someone in 
order to achieve something together 
* (usually negative) Fourteen out of the 
fifteen nations have agreed to the new 
restrictions but one country still refuses to 
play ball. 


keep the ball rolling * The product has 
been a great success, and we hope this 
advertising campaign will keep the ball 
rolling. 
the whole ball of wax American, 
informal 
the whole of something, including 
everything that is connected with it e She 
started working on the project in '96 and 
within six months was running the whole 
ball of wax. 


a whole new ball game 

a totally different ball game 
a completely different situation, often 
one which is difficult or which you know 
very little about « We'd done a lot of 
climbing in Scotland, but the Himalayas 
were a whole new ball game. 


ballistic 


go ballistic informal 
to become very angry and start shouting 
or behaving violently * Apparently, he 
told Sandra that he’d been out for a drink 
with his ex-girlfriend and she went 
ballistic. 


balloon 


the balloon goes up 
if the balloon goes up, a situation 
suddenly becomes very serious or 
unpleasant * The balloon went up last 
Friday when the scandal became 
public. 


band-aid 


ballpark 


a ballpark estimate/figure X 
a number which is only approximate, but 
which should be near to the correct 
number » We're expecting sales of the 
book to generate around $10 000 dollars, 
although obviously that's just a ballpark 
figure. 

be in the same ballpark ® 
to be of a similar amount or cost e Jamie 
makes over two hundred thousand dollars 
and I don't know exactly how much Tom 
makes but I guess it's in the same 
ballpark. 
be in the (right) ballpark » And do you 
think the projected sales figures are 
realistic?’ "They're in the right ballpark.’ 
(= they are close to the right amount) 


balls 

have sb by the balls very informal >< 
to have someone in a situation where you 
have complete power over them e J owe 
them £5,000. They’ve got me by the balls. 


balls-up 

a balls-up British & Australian, very 
informal 
a situation in which everything goes 
wrong e The trip was a complete balls-up 
from beginning to end. 


banana 

a banana republic informal 
a small, poor country with a weak or 
dishonest government » People fear that 
thecountry will become a banana republic 
if the economy doesn't pick up. 

a banana skin British 
something which causes or is very likely 
to cause embarrassing problems * The 
new tax has proved to be a banana skin 
for the government. 


bananas 


go bananas informal 
to become very angry * She'll go bananas 
if she sees the room in this state. 


band-aid X 
a Band-Aid American 
a temporary solution to a problem, or 
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something that seems to be a solution but 
has no real effect Æ Band-Aid is a 
trademark for a thin piece of sticky 
material used to cover small cuts on the 
body. * A few food and medical supplies 
were delivered to the region but it was 
little more than a Band-Aid. 

Band-Aid American * He criticized what 
he called 'the government's Band-Aid 
approach' to serious environmental issues. 


bandwagon 


The 
bandwagon effect accounts for the 
increasing number of girl groups on the 
pop scene. 


bane 

the bane of your life >< 
someone or something that is always 
causing problems for you and upsetting 
you » I have a sister who's always getting 
into trouble and expecting me to sort her 
out. She's the bane of my life. 


bang 

Bang goes sth! informal 
something that you say when you have 
just lost the opportunity to do something 
* I've just been told I'm working late this 
evening. Oh well, bang goes the cinema! 

a bang up job American, informal 
a very successful piece of work * You've 
done a bang up job clearing out the garage. 

be bang on informal ^» 
to be exactly correct ù You said she'd be in 
her early forties, didn't you? You were 
bang on. 

go with a bang British & Australian, 
informal 

go over with a bang American, informal 
if an event, especially a party, goes with a 
bang, it is very exciting and successful 
* A karaoke machine? That should help 
your party go with a bang! 


not with a bang but with a whimper 
literary 
if something ends not with a bang but 
with a  whimper it ends in a 
disappointing way * The concert ended 
not with a bang but with a whimper, the 
rain forcing the performance to stop fifteen 
minutes early. 

[more/a bigger etc.] bang for your buck 
American, informal 
if something that you buy gives you more 
bang for your buck, you get more value 
for your money by buying this product 
than from buying any other £» 'Buck', in 
American English is an informal way of 
saying ‘dollar’. (= a unit of money in 
America)» /f all you want is death-benefit 
cover, this type of insurance policy will 
give you more bang for your buck. 


bank 

not break the bank 
to not be too expensive * And at £12.99 a 
bottle, this is a champagne that won't 
break the bank. 


banner 


under the banner of sth 
if you do something under the banner of 
a belief or idea, you say that you are doing 
it in order to support that belief or idea 
* The pro-lifers are campaigning under the 
banner of traditional family values. 


baptism 

a baptism by/of fire 
a very difficult first experience of 
something * I was given a million-dollar 
project to manage in my first month. It 
was a real baptism by fire. 


bare 


bare your heart/soul 
to tell someone your secret thoughts and 
feelings e (often + to) We don't know each 
other that well. I certainly wouldn't bare 
my heart to her. 

the bare bones 
the most basic parts of something, 
without any detail e We believe we have 
the bare bones of an agreement. « Reduced 
to its bare bones, the theory states that 
animals adapt to suit their surroundings. 
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bare-bones * (always before noun) Even 
from this bare-bones plot summary, we 
can deduce that the story is highly 
implausible. 


lay bare sth 
to discover or tell people about 
something that was not previously 
known or was previously kept secret 
* It's been promoted as the biography that 
lays bare the truth behind the legend. 


with your bare hands 
without using any type of tool or weapon 
* The court heard how Roberts strangled 
the woman with his bare hands. 


bargain 

into the bargain British, American & 
Australian 

in the bargain American 
in addition to the other facts previously 
talked about * Caffeine is a brain- 
stimulant, does not have any beneficial 
effects on health and is mildly addictive 
into the bargain. 


bargaining 

a bargaining chip British, American & 
Australian 

a bargaining counter British 
something that you can use to make 
someone do what you want e The workers' 
strongest bargaining chip in the 
negotiations is the threat of strike action. 
* Hostages were used as a bargaining 
counter during the seige. 


bark 


Sb's bark is worse than their bite 
if someone's bark is worse than their 
bite, they are not as unpleasant as they 
seem, and their actions are not as bad as 
their threats * J wouldn't be scared of her 
if I were you. Her bark's a lot worse than 
her bite. 


barking 

be barking mad British & Australian, old- 
fashioned 
to be crazy * You went swimming in the 
sea in the middle of winter? You must be 
barking mad! 


base 


be barking up the wrong tree informal 
to be wrong about the reason for 
something or the way to achieve 
something * New evidence suggests that 
we have been barking up the wrong tree in 
our search for a cure. 


barrel 

not be a barrel of laughs informal 
to not be enjoyable » 'He's a bit serious, 
isn't he?’ ‘Yeah, not exactly a barrel of 
laughs.' 

be more fun than a barrel of monkeys 
American 

be as funny as a barrel of monkeys 
American 
to be very funny or enjoyable « Their 
show was one of the funniest I've ever seen 
-more fun than a barrel of monkeys! 

have sb over a barrel >< 
to put someone in a very difficult 
situation in which they have no choice 
about what to do « She knows I need the 
work, so she's got me over a barrel in terms 
of what she pays me. 


scrape the barrel informal 

to use something or someone that you do 
not want to use because nothing or no 
one else is available * (usually in 
continuous tenses) You know you're 
really scraping the barrel when you have 
to ask your old mother to come to the 
cinema with you. 


bars 

behind bars informal 
in prison * He spent ten years behind bars 
after being convicted for armed robbery. 
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be off base American & Australian ^ 
to be wrong * The company chairman 
dismissed the experts' report as completely 
off base. 

touch base 
to talk to someone in order to find out 
how they are or what they think about 
something ¢ (usually + with) I had a 
really good time in Paris. I touched base 
with some old friends and made a few new 
ones. 
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bases 

cover all the bases American & 
Australian 

touch all the bases American 
to deal with every part of a situation or 
activity * It’s a pretty full report. I think 
we've covered all the bases. 


bash 


have a bash British & Australian, 

informal 

to try to do something, or to try an 
activity that you have not tried before 
* (often + at) I thought I'd have a bash at 
fixing the washing machine tonight. ù I've 
never programmed a video before but I'll 
havea bash if you want. 


basket 


a basket case 

1 informal someone who is crazy and 
unable to organize their life e She'll never 
get a job. She's a basket case. 

2a very poor country which needs 
economic help from other countries, or a 
business that is in a very bad financial 
situation « Twenty years ago the country 
was an economic basket case. 


bat 


go to bat for sb American & Australian 
to give help and support to someone who 
is in trouble, often by talking to someone 
else for them * Give me some decent 
evidence and I'll go to bat for you. 

like a bat out of hell 
if you go somewhere like a bat out of hell, 
you go very fast « He ran out of the 
building like a bat out of hell. 


off your own bat British & Australian 
if you do something off your own bat, 
you do it without anyone else telling you 
or asking you to do it Ħ He chose to talk to 
the press off his own bat. 
\ (right) off the bat American & Australian 
\ immediately e I could tell right off the bat 
there was something different about this 
man. 


bated 


with bated breath ^x^ 

if you wait for something with bated 
breath, you feel very excited or anxious 
while you are waiting « ‘His name wasn't 
by any chance, Max Peters?' Helena asked 
with bated breath. « We were waiting 
with baited breath for the prizes to be 
announced. 


baton 
*x 


pass the baton ~ 
to give responsibility for something 
important to another person ®© If 
someone running in a race passes the 
baton, they give a stick to the next person 
to run. * (often + to) Dougal resigns as 
head of the treasury this month, passing 
the baton to one of his closest associates. 


bats 

have bats in the belfry old-fashioned 
to be crazy * Don't tell anyone else I said 
that or they'll think I've got bats in the 
belfry. 

batteries 

recharge your batteries 
to rest in order to get back your strength 


and energy * A week away would give you 
time to rest and recharge your batteries. 


batting 

be batting a thousand American 
to do something extremely well and 
better than you had hoped to do it 
* Gloria felt she was batting a thousand. 
She'd got everything she asked for when 
she saw her boss. 


battle 


a battle of wills 
a situation in which there are two 
competing people or groups, and both 
sides are equally determined to get what 
they want » I'm sure there was some point 
to the original dispute but it's become a 
battle of wills over the months. 


a battle of wits 
asituation in which two people or groups 
try to defeat each other by using their 
intelligence * (often + between) It 
appears that the battle of wits between the 
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two negotiating teams is set to continue for 
some time. 

the battle lines are drawn 
something that you say when two 
arguing groups have discovered exactly 
what they disagree about, and are ready 
to fight each other * The battle lines are 
drawn for the leadership contest. 

the battle of the sexes 
the disagreements and fight for power 
that exist between men and women » So 
has equality brought an end to the battle 
of the sexes? 


bay 

keepsth/sbatbay X 
to prevent something or someone 
unpleasant from coming too near you or 
harming you * Jf we can keep the rabbits 
at bay, we should have a good crop of 
vegetables in the garden. e For me, 
overeating is a way of keeping my feelings 
at bay. 


be 


be that as it may formal 

something that you say which means 
although you accept a piece of 
information as a fact, it does not make 
you think differently about the subject 
that you are discussing e He certainly was 
under pressure at the time. Be that as it 
may, he was still wrong to react in the way 
that he did. 


bead 


draw/take a bead on sb/sth American 
to aim a gun at someone or something 
* He drew a bead on the last truck in line 
and fired at the fuel tank. 


beady 


have your beady eye on sth/sb humorous 
to watch someone or something very 
carefully « We'd better not talk - Miss 
Stricket's got her beady eye on us. 

be-all 

the be-all and end-all 
the most important thing €» This phrase 
comes from the play Macbeth by William 
Shakespeare. * (often + of) It would be 
wrong to see Manhattan as the be-all and 
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end-all of the financial world. « We all 
agreed that winning was not the be-all 
and end-all. 


beam 


be off beam British & Australian 
to be wrong * Overall the article was well- 
written although one or two points that 
she made were a little off beam. * I'm 
afraid your calculations are way off 
beam. 


bean s 

a bean counter informal X, 
an impolite way of describing someone 
who is responsible for the financial 
decisions within a company e When 
decisions that affect people's lives are in 
the hands of bean counters, it's bad news. 

not have a bean British & Australian >< 
to have no money * Most people in the 
area are unemployed and don't have a 
bean to spend. 


beans 

not know beans about sth American & 
Australian, informal 
to know nothing about something * J 
don't know beans about computers — I've 
never even used one. 

spill the beans > 
to tell people secret information « It was 
then that she threatened to spill the beans 
about her affair with the president. 


bear 

bear testimony/witness to sth formal 
if something bears testimony to a fact, it 
proves that it is true * The numerous 
awards on his walls bear witness to his 
great success. 

a bear hug 
an action in which you put your arms 
tightly around someone and hold them 
close to you in order to show them 
affection * Her cousin gave her an 
affectionate bear hug which almost took 
her breath away. 

be like a bear with a sore head British & 
Australian, humorous 
to be in a bad mood which causes you ido 
treat other people badly and complain a 
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lot *« If his newspaper doesn't arrive by 
breakfast time he's like a bear with a sore 
head. 


bring sth to bear formal 
to use influence, arguments, or threats in 
order to change a situation e (often + on) 
Pressure should be brought to bear on the 
illegal regime and support given to the 
resistance. 


beast 


a beast of burden literary 
a large animal, such as a donkey (= an 
animallike a small horse with long ears), 
which is used for pulling vehicles or 
carrying heavy loads * Huskies are 
traditionally used in the Arctic as beasts of 
burden. 

beat 

beat sb to it informal x 
to do something before someone else does 
it e I was just about to open some wine but 
I see you've beaten me to it. 

Beat it! mainly American, informal 
arude way of telling someone to go away 
* OK you kids, beat it! 

If you can't beat ‘em, (join ‘em)! 
informal 
something that you say when you decide 
to do something bad because other people 
are getting an advantage from doing it 
and you cannot stop them. e If everyone 
else is making a bit of money out of it I 
will too. If you can't beat 'em, join 'em, is 
what I say. 

beaten 

be off the beaten track British, American 
& Australian 

be off the beaten path American 
if a place is off the beaten track, not 
many people go there « Unfortunately, 
because the gallery's a bit off the beaten 
track, it doesn't get many visitors. 

beating 

take a beating 
to be defeated or to lose a lot of money 
* The Knicks really took a beating in last 
night's game. * The company took a 
beating last year losing $50 million in 
profits. 


beats 

(it) beats me informal 
something that you say when you cannot 
understand something « (often + 
question word) It beats me how he 
managed to survive for three weeks alone 
in the mountains. 
what beats me informal * What beats 
me is how he persuaded Pam to lend him 
the money. 

That beats everything! British, American 
& Australian, informal 

That beats all! American, informal 
something that you say when something 
has surprised you, or you find something 
hard to believe » I can't believe he expected 
you to drive all that way in the middle of 
the night. That beats everything! 


beau monde 

the beau monde formal 
rich and fashionable people * She took no 
interest in the glittering beau monde that 
she had married into. 
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Beauty is in the eye of the beholder. ^ 
something that you say which means that 
each person has their own opinion about 
what or who is beautiful « Personally, I 
can't understand why she finds him 
attractive, but they do say beauty is in the 
eye of the beholder: 

Beauty is only skin deep. >< 
something that you say which means a 
person's character is more important 
than their appearance e She may not be 
conventionally pretty but you know what 
they say, beauty's only skin deep. 

Sb's beauty sleep humorous 
the sleep that someone needs in order to 
feel healthy and look attractive * If you 
don't mind, I'm going to bed now. I have to 
get my beauty sleep. 

beck 

be at sb's beck and call 
to be always willing and able to do what 
someone asks you to do Ħ She had a dozen 
servants at her beck and call. * TV 
companies should not be at the beck and 
call of government ministers. 
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bed 


be a bed of nails 
if a situation, especially a job, is a bed of 
nails, it is difficult or unpleasant « He 
resigned last week, describing the post as a 
bed of nails. 

be in bed with sb 
to work with a person or organization, or 
to be involved with them, in a way which 
causes other people not to trust you 
* They were accused of being in bed with 
the communists. 
climb/get/hop into bed with sb 
* Rather than hopping into bed with a 
leading merchant bank, it chose to remain 
an independent partnership. 


be no bed of roses x 

not be a bed of roses “ ` 
if a situation is no bed of roses, it is 
difficult or unpleasant * It’s no bed of 
roses, raising two kids on one salary, 
that's for sure. * Life isn't a bed of roses, 
you know. 


go to bed with sb 
to have sex with someone « J can't believe 
she went to bed with him on their first 
date! 
get sb into bed to persuade someone to 
have sex with you * It took 3 months before 
she finally got him into bed. 


put sth to bed 
if you put something that is printed, for 
example a book or magazine, to bed, you 
finish writing it « We put the first edition 
to bed an hour before the deadline. 

You've made your bed (and you'll have 
to lie in it). 

You made your bed (now lie in it). 
something that you say in order to tell 
someone that they must accept that they 
will suffer as a result of something bad 
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that they have done e Don't come crying to 
me if it all goes wrong. You've made your 
bed and you'll have to lie in it. 


bedroom 

bedroom eyes 
if someone has bedroom eyes, they look 
as if they are interested in sex « He told 
me I had bedroom eyes. 


bee 

be the bee's knees British & Australian, 
informal 
to be extremely good e Have you tried this 
double chocolate-chip ice cream? It's the 
bee's knees, it really is. 

have a bee in your bonnet 
to keep talking about something again 
and again because you think it is 
important, especially something that 
other people do not think is important 
* (often + about) She's got a real bee in her 
bonnet about people keeping their dogs 
under control. 


beef 


Where's the beef? American, informal 
something that you say when you think 
someone does not have enough ideas to 
make their plans work « Where's the beef? 
The Senator has no new political 
initiatives or ideas. 


beeline 

make a beeline for sb/sth 
to move quickly and directly towards a 
particular person or thing * Phil arrived 
at about nine and made a beeline for the 
champagne. 


beer 


not be all beer and skittles British & 
Australian, old-fashioned 
if a situation or activity is not all beer 
and skittles, it has unpleasant parts as 
well as pleasant ones * It’s not all beer 
and skittles, this job. It's hard work. 


beeswax 

none of your beeswax American & 
Australian, informal 
an impolite way of saying that you do not 
want someone to know about your 


beet 28 


private life « ‘So where the heck have you 
been?’ ‘None of your beeswax!’ 


beet 


go beet red American 

go as red as a beet American 
to become very red in the face, usually 
because you are embarrassed €> A beet 
is a small, round vegetable that is a very 
dark red/purple colour. « I only had to 
smile at him and he went beet red. 


beetroot 

go beetroot (red) British & Australian 

go as red as a beetroot British & 
Australian 
to become very red in the face, usually 
because you are embarrassed ®© A 
beetroot is a small, round vegetable that 
is a very dark red/purple colour. 
* Whenever the kids asked him about his 
girlfriend he'd go beetroot. 


beg 

I beg to differ/disagree formal >< 
a polite way of saying that you disagree 
with something that someone has said » J 
beg to differ with Mr Stahl's final 
assertion. 

beggars 

Beggars can't be choosers. 
something that you say which means 
when you cannot have exactly what you 
want, you must accept whatever you can 
get * I would have preferred a house of my 
own rather than sharing but I suppose 
beggars can't be choosers. 


begging 

be going begging 
if something is going begging, it is 
available to be taken because no one else 
wants it « There's a big box of apples 
going begging. 

beginning 

the beginning of the end 
the time at which it becomes clear that a 
situation or process will end, although it 
does not end immediately » (often + for) 
The ban on tobacco advertising may be the 
beginning of the end for the cigarette 
companies. 


believe 

I'll believe it when I see it. 
something that you say in order to show 
that you do not think something will 
happen, and you will not believe it until it 
does happen e He says he's going to decorate 
the house, but I'll believe it when I see it. 

If you believe that, you'll believe 
anything! informal 
something that you say in order to 
emphasize that something is obviously 
not true e He said the car in front backed 
into him, and if you believe that, you'll 
believe anything! _ 

make believe >< 
imaginary or invented + I had to explain 
to Sam that it was only make believe and 
that they weren't real monsters. 


bell 


ringabell — 


ring any bells 
if a phrase or a word, especially a name, 
rings a bell, you think you have heard it 
before * Does the name ‘Fitzpatrick’ ring a 
bell? * (often + with) No, I'm sorry, that 
description doesn't ring any bells with me. 

Saved by the bell. 
something that you say when a difficult 
situation is ended suddenly before you 
have to do or say something that you do 
not want to » In a boxing match, a bell 
rings when it is time for the fighting to 
stop. *« Luckily, my bus arrived before I 
had time to reply. Saved by the bell. 

bells 

bells and whistles 
the things that something, especially a 
device or machine, has or does that are 
not necessary but that make it more 
exciting or interesting * Your computer 
software may have all the latest bells and 
whistles, but is it good value for money? 

with bells on 

1 British, humorous if you describe 
something as a particular thing with 
bells on, you mean that it has similar 
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qualities to that thing but they are more bend 
extreme ¢ This latest series is melodrama — drueisene 
with bells on. 

2 American & Australian, humorous if you 
go somewhere or do something with bells 
on, you do it with a lot of interest and 
energy + PI be at the party with bells on. 


round the bend informal 


belly crazy * Tell me frankly: do you think my 
father's round the bend? * I was sure I'd 
a belly laugh locked that door. I must be going round 


a loud laugh which cannot be controlled the bend. 
* It’s not often you hear the kind of jokes 
that give you a real belly laugh. bended 
X on bended knee/knees humorous 
E ut elly up, it fails if you ask for something on bended knee, 


f you ask very politely or with a lot of 
e Factories and farms osrk, Dely up emotion for something that you want 


Nasa Tauern, very much ¢ I had to go down on bended 
bellyful knee and beg my Dad to let me have the 
party. * He begged me on bended knee to 

have had a bellyful of sth informal marry him. 


if you have had a bellyful of an 
unpleasant situation or someone's bad benefit 
behaviour, you have had much too much 
of it and it has made you angry * He's 
probably had a bellyful of your moaning. 


belt 


be below the belt 
if something someone says is below the 
belt, it is cruel and unfair A Ina boxing pent 
match it is wrong to hit the person you 
are fighting against below the belt. « It ee eee 
was below the belt to mention his brother's @¥orma ; 
to become very angry or upset » It’s ok, 


criminalrecord: don't worry about returning the books. I 


aim/hit below the belt ¢ In the run-up to 2 
the election, politici won't hed to MIR LAN HIE Oe peers things 


aim below the belt. 
beside 


tighten your belt X 
to spend less than you did before because be beside yourself / ~ 
you have less money » I've had to tighten to feel an emotion that is so strong it is 


my belt since I stopped working full-time. impossible to control « He was beside 
himself when she didn't come home last 
under your belt night. « (often + with) We were beside 


if you have an experience or à Ourselves with excitement as we watched 
qualification under your belt, you have therace. 


completed it successfully and it may be 

useful to you in the future « She wasa best 

capable individual, with fourteen years as — sb's best bet 

managing director under her belt. « He the thing someone should do which is 
has several major drama awards under most likely to achieve the result they 
his belt. want * If you want a cheap jacket, your 
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best best is to try the second-hand shops. * I 
told him his best bet would be to get a bus 
as there are no direct trains. 


your best bib and tucker old-fashioned, 
humorous 
the best or most formal clothes that you 
own ° We were all dressed in our best bib 
and tucker for my aunt's wedding. 


as best you can British & Australian 

as best as you can American 
if you do something that is difficult as 
best you can, you do it as well as you are 
able to do it *« Jf one of us loses our job 
we'll just have to cope as best we can. 
* Just clean up the mess as best as you can. 


at the best of times 
even with the best possible conditions or 
in the best possible situation 


* Journalism is a highly competitive 
profession at the best of times. e Even at 
the best of times, this region is hard to 
farm. 


be for the best 
if an action is for the best, it seems 
unpleasant now but it will improve a 
situation in the future • 7 know it's hard 
to end a long-term relationship, but in this 
case it's for the best. 


be on your best behaviour British & 
Australian 

be on your best behavior American & 
Australian 
to behave very well, usually because you 
are in an important or formal situation 
* Now children, I want you all to be on 
your best behaviour when grandma 
arrives. 


be the best of a bad bunch/lot British & 
Australian 
to be slightly less bad than other bad 
people or things in a group e This picture 
isn't exactly what I would have chosen, 
but it was the best of a bad lot. 


give it your best shot 
to do something as well as you possibly 
can, although you are not sure whether 
you will be able to succeed *« Greg will be 
atough opponent to beat, but I'll give it my 
best shot. 


make the best of sth British, American & 
Australian 

make the best of a bad job British & 
Australian 
to try to think and act in a positive way 
when you have to accept a situation 
which you do not like but cannot change 
* The room they've given us is too small 
really, but we'll just have to make the best 
of it. o It was a difficult speech to give, but 
Ithink she made the best of a bad job. 


May the best man win. 
something that you say just before a 
competition starts to say that you hope 
the person who deserves to win will win 
* Is everyone ready? Then may the best 
man win. 


put your best foot forward 

1 todo something as well as you can « Make 
sure you put your best foot forward for 
tonight's performance. 

2 to start to walk more quickly « You'll 
have to put your best foot forward if you 
want to be there by nine. 


with the best will in the world 
if something cannot be done with the 
best will in the world, it is impossible, 
although you would make it possible if 
you could ¢ With the best will in the world, 
if you don't have a passport you can't go. 


bet 


you can bet your life/your bottom 
dollar 
if you say you can bet your life that 
something will happen or is true, you 
mean you are completely certain e You 
can bet your life she won't apologize. 

bet the farm/ranch American 
to spend almost all the money you have 
on something that you think might bring 
you success « (often + on) TV networks 
are obviously willing to bet the ranch on 
special sports events — they paid millions 
to broadcast the Olympics. 


Don't bet on it. informal 

I wouldn't bet on it. informal 
something that you say when you do not 
think that something is likely to happen 
or to be true » ‘Do you think the builders 
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will finish by Friday?' 'I wouldn't bet on 
if? 

a safe bet British, American & Australian 

a sure bet American 

1 something that you are certain will 
happen ¢ It’s a safe bet that those two will 
settle down and have children. « Wheeler 
is a sure bet for a place on the team. 

2 someone or something that you are 
certain will win or succeed ¢ She is still a 
safe bet for re-election. + Simplicity of 
design is a sure bet in the fashion world. 

béte noire 

sb’s béte noire 
someone or something that you really 
hate or that really annoys you * People 
who use jargon are his particular béte 
noire. 

bets -— 

hedge your bets ^ 
to try to avoid giving an opinion or 
choosing only one thing, so that whatever 
happens in the future you will not have 
problems or seem stupid * (sometimes + 
on) Journalists are hedging their bets on 
the likely outcome of the election. « I 
decided to hedge my bets by buying shares 
in several different companies. 

better 

Better (to be) safe than sorry. >< 
something that you say which means it is 
best not to take risks even if it seems 
boring or hard work to be careful e PU 
hold the ladder while you climb up. Better 
safe than sorry. s 

Better late than never. > 
something that you say which means it is 
better for someone or something to be 
late than never to arrive or to happen 
* ‘Karen’s card arrived 2 weeks after my 
birthday.’ ‘Oh well, better late than never.’ 

against your better judgement 
if you do something against your better 
judgement, you do it although you think 
it is wrong ¢ I lent him the money against 
my better judgement. 

for better or (for) worse . , 

for better, for worse SN 
if a situation exists or happens for better 
or for worse, it exists or happens whether 


bible 


its results are good or bad Æ This 
phrase is used in a traditional marriage 
ceremony in which the man and woman 
promise to stay together whether their 
life is good or bad. * France has a new 
government, for better or for worse. + We 


cannot deny that our childhood 
experiences affect us, for better, for worse. 
get the better of sb 


if a feeling gets the better of you, it 
becomes too strong to control e Finally 
curiosity got the better of her and she 
opened the letter. + Try to remain calm - 
don't let your anger get the better of you. 
think better of sth X 

to decide not to do something you had 
intended to do * J nearly told him I was 
leaving, but then I thought better of it. 


You(‘d) better believe it! informal 
something that you say to emphasize that 
something strange or shocking is true 
* ‘Does he really know the President?’ ‘You 
better believe it!’ 


between 


between you and me British, American 
& Australian 

between you, me and the 
bedpost/gatepost British & Australian, 
humorous 
something that you say when you are 
going to tell someone something you do 
not want them to tell anyone else * Just 
between you and me, I don't think his work 
is quite up to standard. + Between you, me 
and the gatepost, I'm thinking of leaving. 


bible 

a Bible-basher British & Australian, 
informal 

a Bible-thumper mainly American, 
informal 
an insulting way of describing someone 
who tries very hard to persuade other 
people to believe in Christianity * I have 
nothing against religion, but I hate Bible- 
bashers. 


the Bible Belt 
the southern and central area of the 
United States, where many people have 
very strong traditional Christian beliefs 
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* Country music is very popular in the 
Bible Belt. 


biblical 


but not in the biblical sense humorous 
if you say you know someone but not in 
the biblical sense, you mean you have not 
had sex with them 4 In the Bible, ‘to 
know’ someone meant to have sex with 
them. * ‘Did you know her then?’ ‘Yes, but 
not in the biblical sense.’ 


bidding 
do sb's bidding old-fashioned 
to do what someone tells or asks you to do 


* In some societies, men still assume their 
wives are there to do their bidding. 


big 


Big Brother 
a government or a large organization 
which tries to control every part of 
people’s lives and to know everything 
about them >In the book 1984 by 
George Orwell, Big Brother is the very 
powerful ruler e Many people are 
concerned about Big Brother having 
computer files on them to which they do 
not have access. 
Big Brother * (always before noun) 
Employees have complained about the 
‘Big Brother’ approach of the new security 
measures. 


Big deal! informal 
something that you say in order to show 
that you do not think that something is 
either important or interesting * ‘Did I 
tell you Ann got a new car?’ ‘Big deal!’ 


big ticket American & Australian 
very expensive » (always before noun) It’s 
a good time to buy a big ticket item likea 
car or household appliance, as prices have 
fallen. 

big time informal z< 
very much * He really owes her big time 
for everything she has done for him. + The 
school was into discipline big time. 

a big ask Australian 
arequest to someone to do something for 
you that you know will be difficult for 


them e It’s a big ask but could you feed our 
cats for the two weeks we're away? 


a big cheese humorous 
an important or powerful person in a 
group or organization « Apparently her 
father is a big cheese in one of the major 
banks. 


a big deal 

a subject, situation, or event which 
people think is important e I don't know 
why this issue has become such a big deal. 
* Losing the match was no big deal. * All 
I said was, I'm going to have a baby - 
what's the big deal? * Yes, it's his 
birthday today, but he doesn't want to 
make a big deal of it. (- make people 
notice it by having a special celebration) 


a big fish informal 
an important or powerful person in a 
group or organization « Mrs Coughlin is 
one of the directors -a big fish. 


a big fish in a small pond > 

one of the most important people in a 
small group or organization, who would 
have much less power and importance if 
they were part of a larger group or 
organization » As the manager of a local 
company, he enjoys being a big fish ina 
small pond. 


a big girl's blouse British & Australian, 

humorous 

a man or a boy who behaves in a way 
which other men think is how a woman 
would behave, especially if they show 
they are frightened of something * Come 
on you big girl's blouse, drink up and I'll 
get you another pint. 


a big gun/noise informal 
an important or powerful person in a 
group or organization * She's a big gun in 
city politics. 

a big mouth informal 
if you have a big mouth, you talk too 
much, especially about things that 
should be secret * Helen's got such a big 
mouth — the news'll be all over the town by 
tonight. « I knew I shouldn't have 
mentioned the letter. Oh dear, me and my 
big mouth! 


a big-mouth * Dave's a real big-mouth, 
so don't tell him anything. 


a big shot/wheel American & 
informal 
an important or powerful person in a 
group or organization * Mr Madison is a 
big shot in the world of finance. 


the big daddy American & Australian 
the biggest or most important person, 
animal or thing in a group e It’s the largest 
electronics company in the world — the big 
daddy of them all « Shamu the killer 
whale is the big daddy of the aquarium. 


the big picture x 
the most important facts about a 
situation and the effects of that situation 
on other things ¢ In my political work I try 
to concentrate on the big picture and not be 
distracted by details. 


the big time informal 

the time when someone is famous or 
successful « Miss Lee hit the big time 
(= became famous) after winning a talent 
contest. + The band is hoping to return to 
the big time. 

big-time * He played the saxophone with 
big-time swing bands. * It's a film about 
drug dealers and big-time gangsters. 


be big of you 
if an action is big of you, it is kind, good, 
or helpful Æ This phrase is usually used 
humorously or angrily to mean the 
opposite. ù It was big of him to admit that 
these problems are really his fault. « You 
can spare me an hour next week? That's 
really big of you! 

be big on sth X. 
to be very interested in something and 
think that it is important « The magazine 
is big on research into what their readers 
want. * He's not big on self-analysis — it's 
no good asking him why he left her. 

have big ears Australian, informal 
to listen to other people's private 
conversations * Don't talk so loudly 
unless you want everyone to know. Bill has 
big ears you know. 


make a big thing (out) of sth x 
to behave as if something is very 


Australian, 
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big-head 


important « He always makes a big thing 
out of helping me cook. « I want some sort 
of party, but I don't want to make a big 
thing of it. 


make it big informal 
to become very successful or famous 
* After years of trying, he finally made it 
big in America. 

think big 
to have big plans and ideas and be keen to 
achieve a lot « When it comes to starting 
your own business, it can pay to think big. 


too big for your boots British, American 
& Australian, informal 

too big for your britches American, 
informal 
someone who is too big for their boots 
behaves as if they are more important or 
more clever than they really are « Since 
he was made team captain, he's been 
ordering us all around and generally 
getting much too big for his boots. 


What's the big idea? informal 
something that you say when you want to 
know why someone has done something 
that annoys you * What's the big idea? 
That's my lunch you're eating. 


bigger 


The bigger they are, the harder they 

fall. 

something that you say which means the 
more power or success a person has, the 
harder it is for them to accept losing it 
* She's very bitter about losing the 
directorship. The bigger they are, the 
harder they fall. 


big-head 


a big-head British & Australian 

someone who believes that they are very 
clever or very good at an activity and who 
thinks that other people should admire 
them * Dan's such a big-head, always 
reminding us what fantastic results he got 
in his exams. 

big-headed British, American & 
Australian * Mary's got so big-headed 
since she won the geography prize. 
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bike 

On yer bike! British & Australian, very 
informal 
an impolite way of telling someone to go 
away ¢ ‘Can you lend me some money?’ ‘On 
yer bike, mate!’ 


bill and coo old-fashioned 
if you bill and coo with someone you 
love, you talk quietly to them and kiss 
them £» If birds bill and coo, they touch 
beaks and make noises to each other. 
* (often in continuous tenses) I don't 
know why they bother to come out if 
they're going to spend all their time billing 
and cooing. 

fit the bill British, American & Australian 

fill the bill American & Australian >< 
to have the qualities or experience which 
are needed ¢ I'm looking for someone with 
several years of publishing experience 
and you seem to fit the bill. + The city needs 
a strong leader, and the new mayor just 
doesn't fill the bill. 

foot the bill > 
to pay for something » (often + for) Who's 
going to foot the bill for all the repairs? 

sell sb a bill of goods American ~, 
to make someone believe something that 
is not true » Politicians have sold all of us 
a bill of goods, that if we put more people 
in prison we're going to be safer. « The 
electrician said I'd need the outdoor 
lighting on a different circuit — is he just 
selling mea bill of goods? 


billet-doux 

a billet-doux humorous 
a love letter « They've been exchanging 
billets-doux, but I don't know how serious 
it is. 

bird 

A bird in the hand (is worth two in the 
bush). 
something that you say which means it is 
better to keep what you have than to risk 
losing it by trying to get something better 
o If I were you I'd accept the money they're 
offering. After all, a bird in the hand... 


The bird has flown. 
something that you say which means that 
someone has escaped or disappeared 
* It's no use searching any more. The bird 
has flown. 


a bird's eye view 
a view from a very high place which 
allows you to see a large area « We had a 
bird's eye view of the old town from the top 
of the city walls. 


eatlikeabird — 
to eat very little « We went out for a meal, 
but she ate like a bird and hardly said a 
word. 


flip/give sb the bird American & 
Australian, very informal 
to make a very impolite sign by raising 
your middle finger towards someone in 
order to show that you are angry with 
them ¢ Jf he'd shouted at me like that I'd 
have flipped him the bird. 


bird-brain 


a bird-brain informal 
a stupid person * He's just a bird-brain — 
hecan't get anything right. 
bird-brained informal very stupid 
* (always before noun) I*m not listening to 
her bird-brained schemes any longer 


birds 


Birds of a feather flock together. 
something that you say which means 
people who have similar characters or 
similar interests will often choose to 
spend time together » I saw the boy who 
stole my bag with that gang of trouble 
makers last night — well, birds of a feather 
flock together, they say. 
birds of a feather people who are 
similar * The survey reports that people 
who are ‘birds of a feather’ make better 
marriages than those who are opposites. 


the birds and the bees humorous 
if you tell someone, especially a child, 
about the birds and the bees, you tell 
them about sex * My parents never 
actually sat down and told me about the 
birds and the bees. 
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be (strictly) for the birds American & 
Australian, informal 
if you think something is for the birds, 
you think it is stupid and has no use 
* Gambling, games of chance- that sort of 
thing is strictly for the birds. 


birthday 


in your birthday suit humorous 
not wearing any clothes 45 Babies are 
naked at the time of their birth. « He 
walked out of the bathroom in his 
birthday suit — obviously not expecting to 
find anyone in the flat. 


bit 


a bit of all right British, very informal 
if you describe someone as a bit of all 
right, you mean that they are sexually 
attractive * Cor! She’s a bit of all right. 


a bit of fluff/skirt British & Australian, 
old-fashioned, very informal 
a sexually attractive woman * Who was 
that nice bit of skirt I saw you with last 
night? 

a bit of how's your father British & 
Australian, humorous 
sexual activity * Apparently he came 
home and discovered them having a bit of 
how's your father in the kitchen. 


a bit of rough British, humorous 
someone, usually a man, from a lower 
Social class than their sexual partner 
* Jenny's chatting up the barman again. 
She likes a bit of rough. 

a bit on the side British & Australian, 
informal 
if someone has a bit on the side, they are 
involved in a sexual relationship with 
someone who is not their usual partner 
* He hada bit on the side for years until his 
wife found out. + I knew she'd never leave 
her husband for me. I was just her bit on 
the side. 


get a bit much « It gets a bit much 


bite 


sometimes having to listen to other 
people's problems all the time. 


It's/That's a bit steep! British & 
Australian 
something that you say when you think 
something is not fair ° Keith, calling me 
boring? That's a bit steep! 


the whole bit American, informal 
the whole of something, including 
everything that is connected with it 
* And what a night it was — moonlight, 
wine, good food, soft music — the whole bit. 


In the following phrases, ‘bit’ refers to 
a piece of metal which is put in a 
horse’s mouth and which can be pulled 


to control its movements or to stop it. 
These phrases are all connected with 
being free and able to do what you 
want without being controlled. 


be champing/chomping at the bit 

be chafing at the bit 
to be very keen to start an activity or to 
go somewhere ¢ By the time he arrived to 
pick us up we were champing at the bit 
with impatience. « I'm not sure if he's 
ready for extra responsibility yet, but he's 
chafing at the bit. 


get/take the bit between your teeth 
British, American & Australian 

take the bit in your teeth American 
to start doing something in a very keen 
way * When the team really gets the bit 
between their teeth, they are almost 
impossible to beat. 
have the bit between your teeth 
British, American & Australian * Caroline 
had the bit between her teeth and nothing 
would stop her from finding out the truth. 


bite 

a bite of the cherry British & Australian 
a part of something good, especially 
when there is not enough for everyone 
who wants it e Job-sharing would give 
twice as many people a bite of the cherry. 
another bite at the cherry British 
a second bite at the cherry British 
another opportunity to achieve 
something or to get something you want 
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* He just missed a gold medal in the 100 
metres, but got another bite at the cherry 
in the 400 metres. + She failed the exam but 
she will get a second bite at the cherry next 
year 
put the bite on sb American, informal 

to ask someone for something that you 
want, especially money * (often + for) 
She put the bite on her sister for $20. 


sb/sth won't bite humorous 
something that you say in order to tell 
someone not to be frightened of someone 
or something » I think you should talk to 
your uncle about this. Go on, he won't bite. 

biter 

the biter (is) bit British, old-fashioned 
someone who has caused harm to other 
people in the past has now been hurt e It’s 
a case of the biter bit. After years of 
breaking girls’ hearts, he finally fell for 
someone who didn’t love him. 

biting 

What's biting sb? informal 
something that you say in order to ask 
why someone is in a bad mood * What's 
biting her? She hasn't said a word all 
morning. 

bits 

bits and pieces British, American & 
Australian 

bits and bobs British 
small things of different types * Can you 
tidy away all your bits and pieces before 
you go to bed? * I put all the bits and bobs I 
can't find a home for in this drawer. 

love sb/sth to bits informal ><. 
tolike or to love someone or something a 
lot e Clive's the nicest person I know. I love 
him to bits. * ‘Do you like your new bike, 
then?’ ‘Oh, I love it to bits!’ 

bitter 

a bitter pill (to swallow) 

bitter medicine 
a situation that is unpleasant but must be 
accepted * Losing the championship to a 
younger player was a bitter pill to 
swallow. « Cuts in salaries are a dose of 
bitter medicine that may help the company 
to survive. 


the bitter fruits literary 
the unpleasant results of something 
* Disease and malnutrition are the bitter 
fruits of an inefficient social healthcare 
policy. 

be bitter and twisted 
to beangry and unhappy, usually because 
you are unable to forget bad things which 
have happened to you in the past ù 7 had a 
difficult childhood, but there's no point 
getting all bitter and twisted about it. 


to the bitter end 
if you do something to the bitter end, you 
continue it until it is finished, although it 
is difficult and takes a long time « Many 
climbers gave up before they reached the 
summit, but I was determined to stick it 
out to the bitter end. 


black 

black and blue 
if a person or part of their body is black 
and blue, their skin is covered with 
bruises (= black marks caused by being 
hit) * He was beaten black and blue at 
boarding school. 

black and white 
if you think facts or situations are black 
and white, you have a simple and very 
certain opinion about them, often when 
other people think they are really more 
complicated * The issue of nuclear 
weapons isn't as black and white as it used 
to be. 43 

in black and white ^, 
written down * I wouldn't have believed 
him capable of fraud, but there it was, in 
black and white. 

pretend/say that black is white 
to say the opposite of what is really true 
e She'll say that black is white if she 
thinks it's to her advantage. 


Black is used in the following phrases 


connected with sad or unpleasant 
things. 


a black day 
a day when something very unpleasant 
or sad happens ¢ (usually + for) A bomb 
went off early this morning. This is a 
black day for the peace process. 
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a black mark 
if you get a black mark, people think that 
something you have done is bad and they 
wil remember it in future » This 
administrative error will be a black mark 
on his record. * (often + against) If I’m 
late for work it'll be another black mark 
against me. 


the black sheep (of the family) 
someone who is thought to be a bad 
person by the rest of their family « My 
father was the black sheep — he ran away 
at 16 to become an actor and his parents 
never forgave him. 

not be as black as you are/it is painted 
if people or situations are not as black as 
they are painted, they are not as bad as 
people say they are * I've met him a few 
times. He's not as black as he's painted. 


blank 


a blank cheque X 
as much money to spend as is wanted or 
needed * (not used with the) We are not 
giving the redevelopment project a blank 
cheque. The organizers will be working 
within a strictly limited budget. 


draw a blank 

to be unable to get information, think of 
something, or achieve something « Ask 
them about the car's performance and 
you'll draw a blank. « We've asked 2000 
schools to join the campaign, but so far 
we've drawn a blank. (2 none of them 
agreed) 


blanks 


fire/shoot blanks humorous 

if a man is firing blanks, there is no 
sperm (- the cells which combine with 
the female's egg to start life) in his semen 
(= the liquid produced in the male sexual 
organs) ¢ (usually in continuous tenses) 
They had a series of fertility tests done 
and found out that basically Tony was 
firing blanks. 


blast 


a blast from the past informal 
something that suddenly and strongly 
makes you remember a previous time in 


blind 


your life « Hearing that record again was 
areal blast from the past. 


blazes 


Go to blazes! old-fashioned, informal 
arude and angry way of telling someone 
to go away and that you do not care what 
happens to them « Just go to blazes! I'm 
sick of your rudeness! « If he’s going to 
start making demands, he can go to 
blazes. 


[What/Why/Who etc.] the blazes old- 

fashioned, informal 

if you start a question with 
what/who/ why etc. the blazes, you show 
that you are very surprised or angry 
about the thing you are asking about 
* What the blazes are they doing up on the 
roof? 


bleeding 

a bleeding heart 
someone who shows too much sympathy 
for everyone * The anti-hunting 
campaigners are just a bunch of bleeding 
hearts who don’t understand the 
countryside. 


blessing 

be a blessing in disguise 
to be something which has a good effect, 
although at first it seemed that it would 
be bad or not lucky * Losing my job 
turned out to be a blessing in disguise 
because it forced me to think carefully 
about my future. 


blessings 

count your blessings 
to think about the good things in your 
life, often to stop yourself becoming too 
unhappy about the bad things * School 
children today should count their 
blessings. At least they’re not beaten for 
talking in class as we were. 


blind Ree 

a blind alley ^A 
a method of thinking or acting which is 
not effective because it does not produce 
any results > The latest evolutionary 
theory may turn out to be a blind alley. 


blinder 


ablinddate ^ 

an arranged meeting for two people who 
have never met each other before, in 
order to try to start a romantic 
relationship « I agreed to go on a blind 
date with one of Savita's ex-boyfriends. 

a blind spot 

something that you do not understand at 
all, often because you are not willing to 
try « He had a complete blind spot where 
public relations were concerned, so his 
political career was doomed from the 
start. « Languages are my blind spot — I 
was always terrible at French. 

the blind leading the blind 

a situation where someone is trying to 
show someone else how to do something 
which they do not know how to do 
themselves » I tried to explain how the 
software works, but it was a case of the 
blind leading the blind, really. 

be as blind as a bat humorous >< 

to be completely blind e I'm as blind asa 
bat without my glasses. 


fly blind 

to try to do something new without any 
help or instructions * (usually in 
continuous tenses) We've never dealt with 
Eastern Europe before, so we're flying 
blind. 


blinder 
play a blinder British, informal 

to perform with a lot of skill, especially 
when you are playing sport * He's played 
a blinder in every game so far this season. 
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blink 

be on the blink informal 
if a machine is on the blink, it is not 
working as it should » J think the 
photocopier’s on the blink. 

before sb could blink >< 
very quickly or suddenly » Before you 
could blink, he'd grabbed the purse and 
was halfway down the street. 

in the blink of an eye >< 
extremely quickly « In the blink of an eye 
the handsome prince was transformed 
into an ugly frog. 


block 

knock sb’s block off informal 
if you say you will knock someone's 
block off, you mean you will hit them 
very hard e Say that again and I'll knock 
your block off! 

on the block American 
if something is on the block, it is for sale, 
especially at an auction (= a sale where 
the person who offers most money for 
something can buy it) + The best pieces of 
furniture from the old mansion are going 
on the block next month. + The Seattle 
radio station has been on the block for a 
year with no offers to buy it. 

put your head/neck on the block 
to risk doing something which will make 
other people lose their good opinion of 
you if it fails Æ In the past, the block was 
a large piece of wood on which criminals 
had their heads cut off. « He put his head 
on the block by promising his team 
wouldn't lose any more matches this year. 
* I'm not going to put my head on the block 
for you -it could cost me my promotion. 


blocks 

be off the (starting) blocks 

be out of the (starting) blocks 
to have started an activity *« Rival 
telephone companies were quick off the 
blocks with their reduced price offers. 
* The project for rebuilding the theatre is 
now off the starting blocks. 
on the/your (starting) blocks to be 
ready and waiting to start an activity 
* The management is on its starting 
blocks, prepared for a flood of orders. 
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blood 


blood and guts informal 
violence shown on television, film, or in 
the theatre, where people are seen being 
injured or killed * Jt was all blood and 
guts. I came out feeling quite ill. 

be after sb’s blood >< 
to want to catch someone in order to hurt 
them or punish them « He'd cheated them 
and now they were after his blood. 


be baying for blood British 
if a group of people are baying for blood, 
they want someone to be hurt or 
punished * Families of the victims were 
baying for blood during the trial. 

be out for blood 
if you are out for blood, you are 
determined to find someone to attack or 
blame for something * These people are 
out for blood and if they find out you're 
involved you're in serious trouble. 

blood, sweat and tears 
a lot of effort and suffering * This house 
is the result of 3 years' blood, sweat and 
tears. 

burst/bust a blood vessel informal 

1 tousea lot of effort doing something s I'd 
like the designs as soon as possible, but 
don't bust a blood vessel! 

2 to become very angry and start shouting 
* He nearly burst a blood vessel when he 
heard what they'd done to his car. 

get blood out of a stone 
if making someone give or tell you 
something is like getting blood out of a 
stone, it is very difficult « Collecting the 
rent money from him each month is like 
getting blood out of a stone. « I tried to 
talk to her, but I may as well have tried to 
get blood out of a stone. 


have blood on your hands 

have sb's blood on your hands 
to be responsible for someone's death 
+ The leaders of this war have the blood of 
many thousands of people on their hands. 

have tasted blood 
if you have tasted blood, you have 
achieved a small victory which has made 
you believe you can win a more 
important victory * The Welsh team 


blood 


tasted blood in the local championships 
and want to play at national level now. 


scent blood 

to believe that someone you are 
competing against is having difficulties 
or problems and to use this to get an 
advantage for yourself « The manager 
has already made some serious errors of 
judgement and it is clear that other 
employees scent blood. 


sweat blood |’ 

1 to work very hard e He says that writing 
does not come naturally to him and he 
sweats blood over every sentence. * I sweat 
blood every week just to earn enough 
money to feed my family. 

2 to feel very worried or anxious « We 
sweated blood as we waited for the police 
to phone, not knowing if Charlie was alive 
or dead. 


Blood is used in the following phrases 
connected with people's feelings and 
emotions. 


blood and thunder 
a speech or performance that is loud and 
full of emotion, especially anger * We sat 
through 2 hours of blood and thunder and 
came out feeling exhausted. 


sb’s blood is up 
if someone's blood is up, they are very 
angry or excited about something and 
may act in a violent way * Now Tom's 
blood was up - he ran at Bob waving his 
fists. 

draw blood 
to make someone very angry or upset 
* He always draws blood with his film 
reviews. 

make sb's blood boil 
to make someone very angry * When I 
saw therude way she talked to him it made 
my blood boil. 
sb’s blood boils * His blood boiled when 
he thought about how unfairly he'd been 
treated. 

make sb's blood run cold 

make sb's blood curdle 
if something makes someone's blood run 
cold, it makes them very frightened 
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* I heard a scream which made my blood 
run cold. 
Sb's blood runs cold 
Sb's blood curdles » Steph’s blood ran 
cold as she heard someone move in the 
shadows. 

spit blood 
to speak or behave in a way that shows 
you are very angry * After her speech, 
people who she had criticized were spitting 
blood. 


Blood is also used in the following 
phrases to refer to the connections that 


exist between members of the same 
family. 


Blood is thicker than water. 
something that you say which means 
family relationships are stronger and 
more important than other kinds of 
relationships, such as being friends 
* They say blood is thicker than water, so 
how come so many families hate each 
other? 

a blood brother 
aman who has promised to treat another 
man as his brother, often in a ceremony 
in which they cut themselves and mix 
their blood together * We were blood 
brothers — I was ready to die for him. 

be in the/your blood 
if an ability or a skill is in someone's 
blood, they have it naturally usually 
because it already exists in their family 
or is a tradition of their social group 
* She's a wonderful dancer just like her 
mother. It must be in her blood. 


bloodied 

bloodied but unbowed literary 
harmed but not defeated by an 
unpleasant situation or competition « I 
emerged bloodied but unbowed from my 
oral exam. 


bloody 

bloody minded British & Australian, 
informal 
someone who is bloody minded makes 
difficulties for other people, usually by 
arguing against their actions or ideas 
without a good reason e There's no reason 


why we shouldn't do aerobics in the 
squash court — the sports committee are 
just being bloody minded. 

give sb a bloody nose 
to defeat or damage someone, but not 
permanently or seriously * The pro- 
europeans gave their opponents a bloody 
nose in the debate. 
get a bloody nose * They got a bloody 
nose when their new satellite channel 
failed due to lack of funding. 


blot 

a blot on the landscape 
something which looks unpleasant and 
spoils a pleasant view * That new 
chemical factory is a real blot on the 
landscape. 


blow 
blow your stack/top informal 
to suddenly become very angry * My 
mother blew her top when she saw the 
mess we'd made in the kitchen. 
blow a fuse/gasket informal 7^ 
to become very angry and shout or 
behave in a violent way * Jim'll blow a 
fuse if he finds you here. « When her 
husband realised how much she'd spent he 
blew a gasket. 


blow it informal 
to spoil your chance of achieving 
something you want because of 
something you do or say * She was hoping 
for promotion but she blew it when she got 
pregnant. + They want to publish his 
autobiography so let's hope he doesn't 
blow it by arguing with the publishers. 

a blow job taboo 
the sexual activity of touching a man's 
penis with your mouth and tongue to 
give him pleasure * She gave him a blow 
job. 

cushion/soften the blow 
to make a difficult experience less 
unpleasant * Free street parking is to be 
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abolished, but residents are being offered 
reduced price parking permits in an 
attempt to cushion the blow. 

strike a blow for sth/sb 
to do something to support an idea or to 
change a situation to something which 
you believe is good * He claims to be 
striking a blow for gender equality by 
employing an equal number of men and 
women. * This latest agreement will strike 
a blow for free trade within the EU. 
opposite strike a blow against/at sth/sb 
* The court's decision strikes a blow 
against minority rights. 


blows 


come to blows 
to have a fight or a serious argument with 
someone e Demonstrators nearly came to 
blows with the police during the march. 
* (often + over) It seems increasingly 
unlikely that the two countries will come 
to blows over this latest territorial dispute 


blue 


blue blood 
someone who has blue blood is from a 
family of the highest social class « He has 
a fair bit of blue blood coursing through 
his veins. 
blue-blooded * He comes from the blue- 
blooded section of the ruling classes. 

into the wide/wild blue yonder literary 
if you go into the wide blue yonder, you 
go somewhere far away that seems 
exciting because it is not known * J have 
a sudden desire to escape, to head off into 
the wide blue yonder and never return. 

like blue blazes American & Australian, 
old-fashioned 
if someone or something does something 
like blue blazes, they do it a lot *« This 
sweater itches like blue blazes. 


blushes 


talk a blue streak American 
to say a lot very fast « She talked a blue 
streak and we just had to listen. 


until you are blue in the face 
if you say something until you are blue in 
the face, you keep saying the same thing 
again and again but no one listens to you 
* I can tell him to tidy his room until I'm 
blue in the face, but it's always a mess. 


blue-arsed 


[run around/rush around etc.] like a 
blue-arsed fly British & Australian, 
informal 
to move around quickly trying to finish 
your work when you are very busy » I've 
been running around like a blue-arsed fly 
trying to get everything organized before I 
go on holiday. 


blue-collar 


blue-collar xX 

a blue-collar worker is someone who does 
physical work, often in a factory 
* (always before noun) Blue collar 
workers in the factories and shipyards 
were demanding wage increases. + They 
are hoping the new factory will create 
many more blue collar jobs. (= jobs for 
blue collar workers) 


bluff 


call sb's bluff 

to make someone prove that what they 
are saying is true, or to make someone 
prove that they will really do what they 
say they will do, because you do not 
believe them Æ© If you are playing a card 
game and you call someone's bluff, you 
force them to show you the cards they 
have. * Alice called his bluff and dared 
him to tell everyone what he knew about 
her. 


blushes 


save/spare sb's blushes British & 
Australian 
to do something to prevent someone 
feeling embarrassed * Granger saved the 


board 


team's blushes by scoring the only goal in 
the last five minutes of the game. * The 
audience's blushes were spared because 
the censors had removed all the explicit sex 
scenes from the film. 


board 


across the board x 
if something is done, happens, or exists 
across the board, it is done, happens, or 
exists in every part or area of something 
* The company is proposing to cut 
spending right across the board. * Even 
as late as September, there are still course 
vacancies across the board, although the 
majority are in sciences. 


go by the board British, American & 
Australian 

go by the boards American 

if something that has been planned or 
arranged goes by the board, it does not 
happen, and if something that exists goes 
by the board, it ends * All our careful 
arrangements went by the board when 
the trip was cancelled at the last 
minute. © When modern machinery 
was introduced, old-fashioned printing 
methods went by the board. 


ne 


onboard >< 

if someone is on board, they are working 
with an organization or group of people 
* A new financial director has been 
brought on board to help us assess the 
cost of the project. + We hope to have a new 
doctor on board by the end of the month. 


sweep the board British 

to win all the prizes or votes in a 
competition or an election « Her latest 
film swept the boards at last night's 
cinema awards. * The liberals look set to 
sweep the board in the local elections. 


take on board sth 

to understand and accept ideas and 
opinions which may change the way you 
behave in the future « Banks need to take 
on board the views of their customers. » It 
seems that young people are finally taking 
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on board the message that it's not cool to 
smoke. 


boards 


tread the boards 
to act in the theatre « So you're treading 
the boards these days, Emma. Earning 
any money? 


boat 


miss the boat 2 
to be too late to get something that you 
want » Anyone still hoping for concert 
tickets will discover they have missed the 
boat. «I sent off my university application 
at the last minute and nearly missed the 
boat. 


rock the boat informal x 
to do or say something that causes 
problems, especially if you try to change 
a situation which most people do not 
want to change * We certainly don't want 
anyone rocking the boat just before the 
election. * I tried to suggest a few ways in 
which we might improve our image and 
was told very firmly not to rock the boat. 


bob 

Bob's your uncle! British & Australian, 
informal 
something that you say after you have 
explained how to do something, to 
emphasize that it will be simple and 
successful ¢ You simply put on the stain 
remover, leave it for an hour and Bob's 
your uncle, the stain's gone. 


bodice-ripper 

a bodice-ripper humorous 
aromantic book, usually where the story 
happens a long time ago, in which the 
characters show very strong emotions 
* She's written a serious novel, not some 
sort of bodice-ripper. 
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body 


body and soul 
if you do something or believe something 
body and soul, you do it or believe it 
completely e She dedicated herself to her 
research, body and soul. 

a body blow mainly British 
something that causes serious difficulty 
or disappointment e Losing the court case 
was a body blow to animal rights 
campaigners. « Her hopes of competing in 
the Olympics were dealt a body blow 
when she fell and injured her back. 


keep body and soul together 
to just be able to pay for the things that 
you need in order to live « We can barely 
keep body and soul together on what he 
earns. 


bog 

bog standard British, informal 
completely ordinary « I just want a 
completely bog standard washing 
machine. 


boil 

go off the boil 

1 British & Australian to become less 
successful « After winning their first two 
matches this season, the French team seem 
to have gone off the boil. 

2 British if a situation or feeling goes off 
the boil, it becomes less urgent or less 
strong * The housing issue has gone off 
the boil recently, despite attempts to revive 
public interest. « Our affair went off the 
boil when I discovered he was married. 

on the boil British 
if a situation or feeling is on the boil, it is 
very strong or active e The corruption 
scandal is being kept on the boil by a series 
of new revelations. 

boiling 

reach boiling point 
if a situation or an emotion reaches 
boiling point, it becomes impossible to 
control because the emotions involved 
are so strong * Public anger reached 
boiling point when troops were called in to 
control protesters. 


bona fide 


bold 


as bold as brass X^ 
with too much confidence « He walked up 
to me bold as brass and asked if I had any 
spare change. 

bolt 

bolt upright 
in a position where you are sitting up 
with your back very straight e He woke to 
see her sitting bolt upright beside him and 
wondered what was the matter. 

a bolt from the blue 

a bolt out of the blue 
something that you do not expect to 
happen and that surprises you very 
much « The news that they had got 
married was a bolt from the blue. *« He 
seemed to be very happy in his job, so his 
resignation came as a bolt out of the 
blue. 

shoot your bolt 
to use all your energy trying to do 
something, so that you do not have 
enough energy left to finish it « (never in 
continuous tenses) By the end of the third 
lap it was obvious that she had shot her 
bolt, and the Canadian runner took the 
lead. 


bomb 

go (like) a bomb British & Australian, 
informal 
to be very successful « Judging from the 
noise they're making, the party must be 
going like a bomb. 

go like a bomb British & Australian, 
informal 
if a vehicle goes like a bomb, it can move 
very fast « Henry's new sportscar goes like 
an absolute bomb. 

put a bomb under sb British & Australian 
if you want to put a bomb under 
someone, you want to make them do 
things faster > I'd like to put a bomb 
under those solicitors. 


bona fide 

bona fide 
if someone or something is bona fide, 
they are what they seem to be and they 
are not trying to deceive you « The new 
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immigration policy is so severe it risks 
rejecting bona fide political refugees. 


be bone dry 

be as dry as a bone 
to be completely dry * The ground was 
bone dry after 3 weeks without rain. 


be bone idle British 
to be very lazy Ħ She's bone idle — she just 
sits around the house all day watching TV. 


be close to the bone 

be near the bone 
if something you say or write is close to 
the bone, it is close to the truth in a way 
that may offend someone » He said he was 
only joking, but his comments were a bit 
close to the bone. + Your remark about 
people who've been in trouble with the 
police was very near the bone. 


becuttothebone >< 
if a service or an amount of money is cut 
to the bone, it is reduced as much as 
possible « How can we create quality 
programmes when our funding has been 
cut to the bone? 


he/she doesn't have a [jealous, mean, 

unkind etc.] bone in his/her body 
something that you say in order to 
emphasize that someone is not jealous, 
mean, unkind etc. èe He'd never 
deliberately hurt someone's feelings — he 
doesn't have a mean bone in his body. 
there isn't a [mean, jealous, unkind 
etc.] bone in sb's body * She wasn't the 
possessive type, and there wasn't a jealous 
bone in her body. 


Bone is used in the following phrases 
connected with arguing or feeling 
annoyed about something 


bones 


I (can) feel it in my bones. ~ X 
something that you say when you are 
certain something is true or will happen, 
although you have no proof * Something 
terrible is going to happen. I feel it in my 
bones. 


Z 


make no bones about sth > 
to say clearly what you think or feel 
although you may embarrass or offend 
someone « He made no bones about his 
dissatisfaction with the service in the 
hotel. « She makes no bones about 
wanting John to leave. 


bon mot 


a bon mot 
a funny or clever remark * Wilde’s bons 
mots are legendary. 


bon viveur 


a bon viveur mainly British 
someone who enjoys good food and wine 
* A noted bon viveur, he had a passion for 
French cuisine. 


boo 


not say boo American, informal 
to say nothing e She expected the boss to be 
really angry, but he didn't say boo. 


wouldn't say boo to a goose British, 
informal 

wouldn't say boo American, informal 

wouldn't say boo to a fly Australian, 
informal 
if someone wouldn't say boo to a goose, 
they are shy and nervous e She wouldn't 
say boo to a goose, so I don't think she's cut 
out for a career in the police. « I remember 
her as a quiet little girl who wouldn't say 
boo. 


book 

crack a book American, informal 
toopen a book in order to study * (usually 
negative) I haven't seen her crack a book 
and the French test is tomorrow. 
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go by the book x 

do sth by the book 
to do something exactly as the rules tell 
you * My lawyer always goes strictly by 
the book. + This is a private deal- we don’t 
have to do everything by the book. 

in my book informal x 
in my opinion ¢ She's never lied to me, and 
in my book that counts for a lot. 

read sb like a book 
if you can read someone like a book, you 
know exactly what they are feeling or 
thinking without having to ask « You're 
bored, aren't you? I can read you like a 
book. 

You can't judge a book by its cover. 
something that you say which means you 
cannot judge the quality or character of 
someone or something just by looking at 
them * She doesn't look very intelligent, 
but you can't judge a book by its cover. 


Book is used in the following phrases 
connected with punishing people. 


bring sb to book British & Australian 
to punish someone * (usually passive) A 
crime has been committed and whoever is 
responsible must be brought to book. 
throw the book at sb informal 
to punish or criticize someone as 
severely as possible » It was the fifth time 
Frank had been arrested for drink- 
driving, so the judge threw the book at 
him. 


books 


cook the books informal > 
to record false information in the 
accounts of an organization, especially 
in order to steal money * (usually in 
continuous tenses) One of the directors 
had been cooking the books and the firm 
had been losing money for years. 


boots 


hit the books American & Australian, . . 
informal ^. 
to study * I can't go out tonight. I've got to 
hit the books. 


That's/There's one for the books. British, 
American & Australian, informal 

That's/There's a turn-up for the books 
British & Australian, informal 
something that you say when something 
strange or surprising happens e My sister 
stayed in on a Saturday night! There's one 
for the books. « That's a turn-up for the 
books — a Frenchman who loves English 
food. 


boom 


lower the boom American, informal 
to suddenly stop someone doing 
something you do not approve of * Dad 
lowered the boom. I have to stay in the next 
two weekends. 


boot 


give sb the boot X 

1 informal to stop employing someone 
* They gave him the boot for swearing at 
his manager. 
get the boot informal * Did she tell you 
why she got the boot? 

2 informal to end a romantic relationship 
with someone * She gave him the boot 
because he wouldn't stop talking about his 
ex-girlfriends. 

put the boot in British, informal 

1 to make a bad situation worse » He lost 
his job and then his wife put the boot in by 
announcing she was leaving him. 

2 to attack someone by kicking them again 
and again, usually when they are lying 
on the ground * Four lads pushed him 
down and then put the boot in. 


boots 


die with your boots on X 
to die while you are still actively involved 
in your work » I never want to retire — I'd 
rather die with my boots on. 

hang up your boots 
to permanently stop playing a sport 
e After a disastrous season it is rumoured 
that Gregory may hang up his boots once 
and for all. 
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lick sb's boots informal >< 
to try too hard to please someone 
important ¢ I'm not prepared to lick 
someone's boots to get a promotion. 
boot-licking * Far too much boot-licking 
goes on in this office. 


bootstraps 


haul/pull yourself up by your bootstraps 
to improve your situation by your own 
efforts without any help from other 
people * My father pulled himself up by 
his bootstraps to become one of the richest 
men in the country. 


bore 


bore the arse off sb British & Australian, 
very informal 

bore the ass off sb American, very 
informal 
to make someone very bored * These 
wildlife programmes bore the arse off me. 


bored 
be bored to death/tears informal >< 
be bored stiff informal 
to be very bored * The speeches went on 
for an hour. I was bored to death. 
bore sb to death/tears 
bore sb stiff * That film bored meto tears. 


born 


born and bred 
if you were born and bred in a place, you 
were born and grew up in that place and 
have the typical character of someone 
who lives there » (often + in) She was 
born and bred in Jamaica but now lives in 
France. *« He's a Londoner born and bred. 

be born with a silver spoon in your 
mouth 
to be the son or daughter of a very rich 
family * His complete lack of concern 
about money is natural of someone who 
was born with a silver spoon in their 
mouth. 

V/he/she wasn't born yesterday! 
something that you say in order to tell 
someone that a person is not stupid and 
cannot be easily deceived * You'd better 
think of a better excuse about the dent in 
my car. I wasn't born yesterday, you know! 


* You can't expect your mother to believe 
that — she wasn't born yesterday! 


bosom 


in the bosom of sb literary 
if you are in the bosom of a group of 
people, especially your family you are 
with people who love you and make you 
feel safe « She was glad to be home again, 
back in the bosom of her family. 


bossy 

a bossy boots British & Australian, 
informal 
an impolite way of describing someone 
who always tells other people what to do 
* Karen's such a bossy boots — ordering us 
around all the time. 

bottle 

hit the bottle 
to start drinking too much alcohol 
regularly, usually in order to forget your 
problems ¢ He lost his job and hit the 
bottle. 
be on the bottle » She wasn't making 
much sense when I talked to her. I think 
she’s on the bottle again. 


bottom 


Sb's bottom drawer 
the things a young woman collects to use 
in her home after she is married « 7've 
given her some silver cutlery for her 
bottom drawer. 

Sb's bottom line 
the lowest amount of money that 
someone is willing to give or receive in 
payment for something + My bottom line 
on this job is $5000 — I can't do it for less. 

the bottom drops/falls out of the 
market 
if the bottom drops out of the market of a 
product, people stop buying it * The 
bottom fell out of the art market and 
dealers were left with hundreds of 
unsaleable paintings. 


the bottom line 


2 the total amount of money “that 
business makes or loses « The bottom line 
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is what counts in most companies these 
days. 

at the bottom of the heap/pile 
ina worse situation than anyone else in a 
group of people « Those at the bottom of 
the heap feel that society has failed them. 
* The homeless are at the bottom of the 
pile with little hope of improving their 
situation. 

be bumping along the bottom British 
if an economic system is bumping along 
the bottom, it is working very slowly 
* With the economy bumping along the 
bottom, it seems unlikely any new jobs will 
be created. 

be/lie at the bottom of sth 
to be the real reason for something 
unpleasant e I don't know for certain why 
she dislikes you, but I suspect jealousy is 
at the bottom of it. 

from the bottom of your heart 

with sincere feeling « We would like to 

thank you from the bottom of our hearts 

for all your help. 


knock the bottom out of sth informal 

to harm something and make it weaker, 
especially by taking away the thing it 
needs in order to continue or be 
successful « Ben losing his job has 
knocked the bottom out of our plans to buy 
a house. 


bottomless 

a bottomless pit X 
someone or something that always needs 
or wants more of whatever they are 
given, especially money * It’s a poor 
country with a bottomless pit of debt. 
* Seb'll eat any food that's left over. He'sa 
bottomless pit! 

bound 

be bound and determined American 


to have a strong wish to do something 
and to not allow anything to stop you 


boys 


from doing it * (often + to do sth) She's 
bound and determined to make her career 
in medical research. 


bounds 


be out of bounds 

1 if an area is out of bounds, you are not 
allowed to go there * All military sites are 
totally out of bounds. 

2 if an activity or object is out of bounds, it 
is not approved of or not allowed * High 
fat foods are out of bounds on this diet. 


know no bounds formal 
if an emotion or quality knows no 
bounds, it is not limited * Tom's loyalty to 
the company knows no bounds. 


bow and scrape 
to try too hard to please someone in a 
position of authority e (often in 
continuous tenses) It’s embarrassing to 
see staff bowing and scraping to the new 
Prime Minister. 

boy 

a blue-eyed boy British & Australian 

a fair-haired boy American & Australian 
a man who is liked and admired by 
someone in authority * He was very much 
the blue-eyed boy in the office. 

a mummy's/mother's boy British & 
Australian 

a mama's boy American 
a boy or man who allows his mother to 
have too much influence on him * Derek's 
a bit of a mummy's boy. He finished with 
his last girlfriend because his mother 
disapproved. + He was often depicted as a 
weak-willed mama’s boy with a 
domineering mother. 

boys 

Boys will be boys. 
something that you say which means it is 
not surprising when boys or men behave 
in a noisy, rude, or unpleasant way * He 
goes drinking on a Friday night and 
always ends up in a fight. Boys will be 
boys. 

the boys in blue British & Australian 
the police « The boys in blue were round 
again last night, asking questions. 
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brain 


a brain box British & Australian, informal 
a very intelligent person Ħ Come on brain 
box, what's the answer? 


a brain drain 
the movement of people with education 
and skills from their own country to 
another country where they are paid 
more for their work * There is a brain 
drain of British mathematicians to the 
United States. 


a brain trust American & Australian 
a group of people with special knowledge 
or skills who give advice to someone in a 
position of authority * He joined the 
President's brain trust for the election 
campaign. 

be brain dead humorous 
if someone is brain dead, their mind is 
not working effectively, usually because 
they are very tired or very bored « By the 
time I leave work I'm completely brain 
dead. 


be out of your brain British, very 
informal 
to be very drunk e By the time I arrived at 
the party he was out of his brain. 


get your brain in gear informal 
to make yourself start thinking clearly 
and effectively e I've got to get my brain in 
gear for the meeting this afternoon. 


have sth on the brain informal 
to not be able to stop thinking or talking 
about one particular thing * You've got 
cars on the brain. Can't we talk about 
something else for a change? 


rack your brain/brains 
to think very hard, usually in order to 
remember something or to find a 
solution to a problem » I’ve been racking 
my brains but I still can't remember who 
wrote that play. 


brains 


be the brains behind sth 
to be the person who plans and organizes 
something, especially something 
successful « He was the brains behind 
many of the best movies ever made. 


beat your brains out 
to spend a lot of time worrying about a 
problem and thinking about how to deal 
with it * (often + doing sth) I’ve been 
beating my brains out trying to think of a 
way of getting the money to her in time. 

blow sb's brains out 
to kill someone by shooting them in the 
head * After two unsuccessful suicide 
attempts, she finally blew her brains out. 

pick sb's brains 
to ask for information or advice from 
someone who knows more about a 
subject than you do * I'd love to pick your 
brains about computers — you seem to be 
the expert around here. 

brakes 

put the brakes on 
to stop an activity « The government has 
put the brakes on any further spending. 

brass 

brass monkey weather British, very 
informal 
extremely cold weather e It’s brass 
monkey weather today, isn't it! 
be cold enough to freeze the balls off 
a brass monkey British, very informal 
* We were in Moscow, and it was cold 
enough to freeze the balls off a brass 
monkey. 

the brass ring American 
success or a reward that you try to 
achieve, often by competing against 
other people * Our aim is to have the best 
team in the league — the brass ring is there 
guys, go and get it. 

get down to brass tacks 
to start talking about the most important 
or basic facts of a situation Æ Brass 
tacks is Cockney rhyming slang (- an 
informal kind of language said to be used 
in parts of London) for facts. « Let's get 
down to brass tacks. Who's paying for all 
of this? 

have the brass (neck) to do sth British, 
informal 

have the brass (balls) to do sth American 
& Australian, very informal 
to have the confidence to do something 
that is rude or shows a lack of respect, 
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without caring whether people approve 
* How does she have the brass to ask for a 
day off during our busiest period? « He 
had the brass balls to announce his 
engagement to Sally in front of his ex- 
wife. 


brave 


put a brave face/front on sth 

to behave in a way that makes people 
think you are happy when you are not 
* They've had some bad luck, but they've 
put a brave face on their problems. « She's 
very ill but she's putting a brave front 
on it. (= making people believe her 
illness does not worry her) 

put on a brave face/front * He doesn't 
seem upset about losing. Do you think he's 
just putting on a brave face? 


brawn 


be all brawn and no brains 
to be physically strong but not very 
intelligent « I agree he's got a good body, 
but he's all brawn and no brains. 


breach 


step into the breach formal 
to do someone's work when they are 
suddenly not able to do it e Professor 
Collier stepped into the breach when the 
&uest lecturer failed to turn up. 


bread 


Sb's bread and butter informal 

a job or activity that provides you with 
the money you need to live « Teaching at 
the local college is his bread and butter. 
bread and butter a bread and butter 
subject or problem is about things that 
people need in order to live, such as 
money and jobs * Unemployment and 
taxes are the bread and butter issues of 
this campaign. 


bread and circuses 
activities that are intended to keep 
people happy so that they do not 
complain about problems * Tax cuts are 
just bread and circuses designed to 
distract attention from the underlying 
economic crisis. 


breath 


breadline 


be/live on the breadline British & 
Australian 
to be very poor In America, 
breadlines were very poor people 
standing in a line waiting for free food 
provided by the government. « Most 
families of the unemployed are on the 
breadline. « How many elderly people in 
Britain are living on the breadline? 
be/live below the breadline * There are 
immigrant families living below the 
breadline in some areas. 


break 


give sb a break informal x 
to stop criticizing or behaving in an 
unpleasant way to someone * Give her a 
break — she's only a child and she didn't 
mean any harm. 


Give me/us a break! American & 
Australian, informal 
something that you say when you do not 
believe what someone has just said 
* "You're going to run a marathon? Give 
me a break!” 


breakfast " 


eat sb for breakfast Pa ` 
to speak angrily to someone, or to 
criticize someone * My boss would eat me 
for breakfast if I asked for more money. 


breast 


beat your breast 

to publicly pretend that you feel sad or 
guilty * Managers are beating their 
breasts about the loss of 50 jobs, but staff 
suspect more redundancies are on the way. 
breast-beating * No amount of breast- 
beating will bring back those who died in 
the crash. 


breath 


a breath of fresh air X, 
someone or something that is new and 
different and makes everything seem 
more exciting » Angela's like a breath of 
fresh air when she comes to stay. « After all 
the criticism, his positive comments came 
asa breath of fresh air. 
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catch your breath 

1 to stop breathing for a moment because 
something surprises or frightens you * J 
caught my breath when I saw the scar on 
her face. 

2 to rest for a moment after doing physical 
exercise and wait until you can breath 
regularly again e She stopped to catch her 
breath at the top of the hill. 


Don't hold your breath. 
something that you say in order to tell 
someone that an event is not likely to 
happen * She said she'd phone but don't 
hold your breath. 


take your breath away X 
if something takes your breath away, you 
feel surprise and admiration because itis 
very beautiful, good, or exciting « The 
beauty of the Taj Mahal took my breath 
away. 


under your breath 
if you say something under your breath, 
you say it very quietly so that people 
cannot hear the exact words « T don't 
believe you.' she muttered under her 
breath. 


waste your breath 

to tell or ask someone something 
although this will have no effect » (often 
negative) Don't waste your breath. I've 
already asked her to help and she said no. 
* You'd be wasting your breath reporting 
it to the police — they never look for stolen 
bikes. 

a waste of breath œ% / could try and 
persuade her to stay, but it would probably 
bea waste of breath. 


brick 


be/come up against a brick wall 
to not be able to continue an activity or do 
something you want to do « I’ve tried 
everywhere I can think of for funding but 
I've come up against a brick wall. « My 
brother wants to leave home but he can't 
find a job. He's up against a brick wall. 
shit a brick taboo > 
to be very frightened or worried « My 
niece took me on the rollercoaster and I 
nearly shit a brick. 


bridge 


bricks 


You can’t make bricks without straw. 
something that you say which means you 
cannot do something correctly without 
the necessary materials * ] need an 
electric drill to put these shelves up. You 
can't make bricks without straw. 


bridges 

build bridges “_ 
to improve relationships between people 
who are very different or do not like each 
other » (often + between) A local charity 
is working to build bridges between 
different ethnic groups in the area. 


bright 

bright and early 
very early in the morning * You're up 
bright and early. 

a bright spark British & Australian 
an intelligent person Æ This phrase is 
often used humorously to mean the 
Opposite. « Some bright spark was 
clearing up and threw my invitation away. 

a bright spot 
a pleasant or successful event or period 
of time when most other things are 
unpleasant or not successful * (often + 
in) The only bright spot in Liverpool's 
disastrous performance was a stunning 
goal in the second half. 


the bright lights 
exciting and attractive people and places 
in big cities * 7 went in search of the 
bright lights, but all I found was poverty 
and loneliness. 

be as bright as a button British & 
Australian 
to be intelligent and able to think quickly 
* She was bright as a button — always 
asking questions and quick to help. 
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be bright and breezy 
to be happy and confident * J get a bit 
depressed at times, whereas Gill's always 
bright and breezy. i 

look on the brightside >< 
to try to see something good in a bad 
situation * Look on the bright side. The 
accident insurance might pay for a new 
car 


bright-eyed 

be bright-eyed and bushy-tailed 
humorous 
to be full of energy and eager to do things 
* She was bright-eyed and bushy-tailed 
the next morning, despite having been up 
half the night. 


bring 

bring out the best in sb 
to make someone show or use the good 
qualities they have e Stressful situations 
don't usually bring out the best in people. 
opposite bring out the worst in sb * 7 
can't stop criticizing her — she just brings 
out the worst in me. 


on the brink of sth 
if someone or something is on the brink 
of a situation, that situation is likely to 
happen soon * The country is on the brink 
of civil war e We are teetering on the 
brink of bankruptcy. « She is on the brink 
of international stardom. 


broad 


broad (brush) strokes 
if you describe a situation with broad 
strokes, you describe it in a very general 
way without giving any details « The 
novel's historical background is filled in 
with broad brush strokes. « In a few broad 
strokes he summed up his beliefs. 


a broad church British 
an organization that includes many 
different types of people with different 
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opinions * The Congress remains a broad 
church with members from a diversity of 
backgrounds. 


be broad in the beam old-fashioned 
to have a large bottom e Tess has always 
been rather broad in the beam, despite all 
those diets. 


in broad daylight 
if a crime is committed in broad 
daylight, it happens during the day when 
it could easily have been seen and 
prevented « The man was shot at close 
range in broad daylight in front of his 
house. 


broke 


go for broke informal >< 
to risk everything in order to achieve the 
result you want « She decided to go for 
broke and pursue her acting career full- 
time. 

If it ain't broke, don't fix it. DK 
something that you say which means if a 
system or method works well there is no 
reason to change it « We're happy with 
our exam system in Scotland, and as they 
say, if it ain't broke, don't fix it. 


a Bronx cheer American, informal 
a rude sound you make by holding your 
tongue between your lips and blowing 
* Cindy turned around and blew a Bronx 
cheer at the kids who'd been teasing her. 


brown 

be as brown as a berry British & 
Australian 
if someone is as brown as a berry their 
skin has become much darker because of 
the effects of the sun * She's as brown as 
a berry after a month in Greece. 


brown-bagging 

brown-bagging American, informal 
taking your own food, usually in a brown 
paper bag, to eat in the middle of the day 
when you are not at home ¢ We've stopped 
brown-bagging — it's too cold now to eat in 
the park. 
brown-bag * (always before noun) We 
had our meeting over a brown-bag lunch. 
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brownie 


earn/get brownie points informal 
to get praise or approval for something 
you have done » I thought I might get some 
brownie points by helping to organize the 
party. 


brown-nose >“ 


brown-nose informal 
to try too hard to please someone, 
especially someone in a position of 
authority, in a way that other people find 
unpleasant e The rest of the class were 
sick of watching him brown-nose. 


brows 


knit your brows literary 
to move your eyebrows (- the hair above 
your eyes) closer together when you are 
worried or thinking carefully « Sasha 
knitted her brows as she listened to the 
storm forecast. 


brunt 

bear/take the brunt of sth >< 
to receive the worst part of something 
unpleasant or harmful, such as an attack 
* The oldest parts of the town bore the 
brunt of the missile attacks. 


bubble 


the bubble bursts 

avery happy or successful period of time 
suddenly ends * (usually in past tenses) 
The economy was booming, then the 
bubble burst with the stockmarket crash of 
October 1987. 

burst the bubble * Their first argument 
burst the bubble. 


buck 

buck naked American & Australian, 
informal 
completely naked * I got a shock when I 
saw her sitting buck naked, drink in 
hand, watching TV. 

The buck stops here. 
something that you say in order to tell 
someone that you will take responsibility 
for a situation or problem * We carry out 
all the safety tests in this department, so 
the buck stops here. 


The buck stops with sb. * The police 
authorized the raid and they must accept 
that the buck stops with them. 


make a fast/quick buck American & 


Australian, informal — 7 

to earn money quickly and often in a way 
that is not honest Æ A buck is an 
informal word for a dollar (= a unit of 
money in America). e Times are hard — 
you have to make a fast buck wherever 
and however you can. 


pass the buck >” 


to blame someone or to make them 
responsible for a problem that you should 
deal with yourself 4> In the card game 
poker, the buck is an object passed to the 
person who wins in order to remind them 
that they must be the first person to give 
money for the prize in the next game. 
* (sometimes - to) Parents often try to 
pass the buck to teachers when children 
misbehave in school. « Bus companies are 
just passing the buck by saying their 
drivers are responsible for delays. 


bucket 
kick the bucket informal XC 


to die * Didn't you hear? He kicked the 
bucket. Had a heart attack, I think. 


buckets 
sweat buckets informal 


to sweat (= lose water through your skin) 
a lot « I was sweating buckets under my 
plastic rain jacket. 


bucks 
a bucks party Australian 


a party for a man who is going to get 
married to which only his male friends 
are invited « 7 got a bit drunk at Pete's 
bucks party and disgraced myself 


bud 
nip sth in the bud 


to prevent a small problem from getting 
worse by stopping it soon after it starts 
* The strike was nipped in the bud by some 
clever negotiation. 


buff 
in the buff old-fashioned 


naked « He came out of the bedroom in the 
buff. 


buffers 


hit the buffers British 
if a plan or activity hits the buffers, it 
fails to develop or is stopped £» The 
buffers are two pieces of metal at the end 
of a railway line that a train will hit if it 
does not stop. + The talks hit the buffers 
after only 4 hours. 


built 


be built like a brick shithouse British & 
Australian, very informal 
if someone is built like a brick shithouse, 
they are very strong and very big « I 
wasn't going to argue with him — he was 
built like a brick shithouse. 

be built like a tank 
if a person or a vehicle is built like a 
tank, they are very strong and very big 
* These cars are built like tanks. « I should 
imagine he's pretty strong — he's built like 
a tank. Ir 

be built on sand ~ 
if something is built on sand, it is not 
firmly established and is likely to fail 
* They seem quite happy now but I havea 
feeling that this marriage is built on sand. 


bull 


be like a bull in a china shop 
to often drop or break things because you 
move awkwardly or roughly « Rob's likea 
bull in a china shop — don't let him near 
those plants. * She's like a bull in a china 
shop when it comes to dealing with 
people's feelings. (= behaves in a way that 
offends people) 

like a bull at a gate 
if you do something like a bull at a gate, 
you do it very quickly » Al wants to finish 
the shelves today so he's going at them 
like a bull at a gate. 

take the bull by the horns 
to do something difficult in a determined 
and confident way *« Why don't you take 
the bull by the horns and tell him to leave? 


bullet 


bite the bullet >< 
to make yourself do something or accept 
something difficult or unpleasant 
£» When army doctors performed 
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bum 


painful operations without drugs, they 
gave patients a bullet to put between 
their teeth. « They decided to bite the 
bullet and pay the extra for the house they 
really wanted. + Car drivers are biting the 
bullet after another rise in petrol prices. 


bullets 


sweat bullets American, informal 
to be very worried or frightened « He was 
sweating bullets by the time the police had 


finished questioning him. 
bull-headed 
bull-headed 

someone who is bull-headed is 


determined to do exactly what they want 
to do, and does not think about what 
other people want « He's completely bull- 
headed. I asked him not to throw out that 
old table, but he did it anyway. 


bully 


Bully for you! informal 
something that you say when you do not 
think what someone has done deserves 
praise or admiration, although they 
think it does ¢ T cleaned the whole house 
yesterday.’ ‘Bully for you!" 

a bully pulpit American 
an important job or position that 
someone can use to persuade other 
people to accept their ideas * The 
presidency is a wonderful bully pulpit to 
convince the country of the need for a 
balanced budget. 


bum 

a bum rap American, informal 
blame or punishment that is not fair 
* Teachers are getting a bum rap from 
people who say they don't work hard 
enough. + She was sent up to the 
penitentiary on a bum rap. 

a bum steer American & Australian, 
informal 
information that is not correct or not 
helpful « The bus driver gave us a bum 
steer and we ended up miles from where we 
wanted to go. « Her suggestion to eat at 
that little Italian restaurant was a bum 
steer. (= a bad suggestion) 
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the bum's rush American, informal 
the action of getting rid of someone who 
is not wanted « The photographer was 
given the bum's rush by two policemen 
guarding the office. « Why do I feel I'm 
getting the bum's rush? Where are you off 
to? 


bump 


like a bump on a log American, informal 
if someone sits or stands somewhere like 
a bump on a log, they do not react in a 
useful or helpful way to the activities 
happening around them * Don't just sit 
there like a bump on a log, come and help 
us! 


bumper 

bumper to bumper 
vehicles that are bumper to bumper are 
in a line one after another and are 
moving very slowly or stopped * Cars 
were lined up bumper to bumper along the 
whole length of the road. 
bumper-to-bumper  * (always before 
noun) We were caught in bumper-to- 
bumper traffic for over an hour. 


bun 

have a bun in the oven British & 
Australian, humorous 
to be pregnant » J hear Wendy's got a bun 
in the oven. 


bundle 


a bundle of joy informal 
a baby « Three days after the birth, 
Sandra took home her little bundle of joy. 

not be a bundle of laughs informal 
to not be entertaining or enjoyable 
* She's not a bundle of laughs, your 
cousin. *« The funeral wasn't exactly a 
bundle of laughs. 

not go a bundle on sth British, informal 
to not like something * J don't go a bundle 
on Anne's new haircut. 


bunnies 


fuck like bunnies American, taboo 
if people fuck like bunnies they produce 
too many babies very quickly e Ten kids! 
Those people fuck like bunnies. 


burn 


burn your boats British & Australian 

burn your bridges British, American & 
Australian 
to do something that makes it impossible 
for you to change your plans and go back 
to the situation you were in before « She 
didn't want to burn her boats by asking 
for a divorce, so she suggested a trial 
separation instead. * I'd already burned 
my bridges with my previous employer by 
publicly criticizing their products. 


burning 


have sth burning a hole in your pocket 

humorous 

if someone has money burning a hole in 
their pocket, they want to spend it as 
soon as possible » J had a fifty dollar bill 
that was burning a hole in my pocket, so I 
figured I'd go out and have a really good 
time. 


bush 


bush league American, informal 
not done to the usual or accepted 
standards » His article was a bush league 
stunt to discredit the company, and he has 
apologized. 

the bush telegraph British & Australian 
the way in which people quickly pass 
important information to other people, 
especially by talking e News of the 
redundancies spread immediately on the 
bush telegraph. 

beat about/around the bush x 
to avoid talking about a difficult or 
embarrassing subject because you are 
worried about upsetting the person 
you are talking to * (usually negative) 
Don't beat around the bush. Just tell 
me where my brother is. + There is no point 
in beating about the bush. I'm leaving 
you. 


bushes 


beat the bushes American 
to try very hard to get or achieve 
something * She's not out there beating 
the bushes for a job — she's just as happy 
not working. 
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business 


business is business 

something that you say which means the 
purpose of business is to make a profit, 
and that other things, such as personal 
feelings, must not be allowed to prevent 
this « Business is business, and if your 
friend can't produce the work on time, I'll 
have to find someone else. 


the business end informal 
the business end of a weapon or tool is 
the end which does the damage or work 
* She screamed when she found herself 
facing the business end of his gun. 


not in the business of doing sth 
if you are not in the business of doing 
something, you do not do it, usually 
because you think it is wrong e I'm not in 
the business of causing trouble. 


mix business with pleasure 
to combine work with social activities or 
enjoyment ¢ (usually negative) Let's keep 
this relationship strictly professional. I 
prefer not to mix business with pleasure. 


business as usual X 
a situation that has returned to its usual 
state again after an unpleasant or 
surprising event * Jt was business as 
usual at the school yesterday only a month 
after the fire. 


be in business informal X 
to be able to start doing something 
because you have everything you need to 
do it * As soon as I find my map and my 
keys we're in business. 


do the business British & Australian, 
informal 

1 to achieve what is wanted or needed in a 
situation * As long as he does the business 
on the football field, theclub is happy with 
him. 

2 to have sex * So he went home with her. Do 
you think they did the business? 


mean business 
to be serious about achieving something, 
even if other people disagree with you 
* The changes the new government has 
made show they mean business. 


butterflies 


busman 


a busman's holiday 
time away from work that is spent doing 
something that is similar to your usual 
job * Going to the beach is too much of a 
busman's holiday for him - he's a 
lifeguard! 

bust 

bust your ass/balls American, very — ^ 
informal oN 

bust your arse Australian, very informal 
to use a lot of effort to do something * J 
busted my balls getting him that ticket, 
and now he's changed his mind! « He bust 
his arse for ten years in that job and got no 
thanks for it. 


busy 

be as busy as a bee old-fashioned 

be a busy bee old-fashioned 
to be very busy or very active « She's as 
busy as a bee, always going to meetings 
and organizing parties. 


butt 

Sb's butt is on the line American & SC 
Australian, very informal 
if someone's butt is on the line, they are 
in a situation where they will be blamed 
if things go wrong » It’s my butt on the 
line if we don't make this delivery today, 
so get moving guys. 

kick (sb's) butt American & Australian, b 
very informal 
to punish someone or to defeat someone 
with a lot of force *« The officer told his 
men to move in on the protestors and kick 
butt - show them who's boss! « We went out 
with the gang to kick some butt. 


butter 


butter wouldn't melt in sb's mouth 
if butter wouldn't melt in someone's 
mouth, they look as if they would never 
do anything wrong although you think 
they would e She looks as though butter 
wouldn't melt in her mouth but I've seen 
her fighting with the younger kids. 


butterflies 


have butterflies (in your stomach) 
to feel very nervous, usually about 
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something you are going to do « She had 
butterflies in her stomach as she walked 
out onto the stage. 


button 

Button it! informal 
an impolite way of telling someone that 
you want them to stop talking e Button it, 
OK! I'm trying to think. 

on the button mainly American, informal 
if something happens at a particular 
time or is a particular amount on the 
button, it happens at exactly that time or 
is exactly that amount « We always sit 
down to eat at 6.00 on the button. 

(right) on the button mainly American, 
informal A 
if a remark is on the button, it is exactly 
right « Your remarks about Tim were 
right on the button. He's arrogant, rude 
and selfish. 


buzz Y 
a buzz word ^ 
a word or phrase that people in a 
particular group start to use a lot 
because they think it is important 
* Minimalism is the latest buzz word in 
modern architecture. 


give sb a buzz 

1 informal to telephone someone « Give me 
a buzz when you get home. 

2 if something gives you a buzz, it makes 
you feel excited « Watching live bands 
really gives me a buzz. 
get a buzz from sth/doing sth informal 
e I get a real buzz from seeing my name in 
print. 


bygones 


Let bygones be bygones. slightly formal 
something that you say in order to tell 
someone to forget about unpleasant 
things that have happened in the past 
* Why can't you put all that bad feeling 
behind you and let bygones be bygones? 


by-your-leave 


without so much as a by-your-leave old- 

fashioned 

if you say that someone does something 
without so much as a by-your-leave, you 
mean you are angry because they did not 
ask your permission to do it è+ That's 
twice now he's just marched in here 
without so much as a by-your-leave and 
picked a book off my shelf! 
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caboodle 


the whole (kit and) caboodle informal 
the whole of something, including 
everything that is connected with it « J 
like everything about Christmas - the 
presents, the food, the carols — the whole 
caboodle. 


cack-handed 


cack-handed 

1 British & Australian, informal lacking 
skill with your hands ¢ Rob made a cack- 
handed attempt to fix the door and now it 
won't close at all. e She doesn’t strike me as 
the practical sort — she's a bit cack-handed. 

2 British & Australian, informal lacking 
skill in the way that you deal with people 
* What struck me was the cack-handed 
way that he dealt with the whole situation. 


cage 

rattle sb's cage / 
to make someone angry on purpose, often 
in order to make them seem silly * She 
tried to rattle his cage with questions 
about his failed army career: 


cahoots 


be in cahoots 
to be secretly planning something 
together, especially something dishonest 
s (usually + with) There are theories that 
someone in the government was in cahoots 
with the assassin. 


Cain 

raise Cain old-fashioned 
to complain angrily about something and 
to cause a lot of trouble for the people 
who are responsible for it « They know 
that the children's parents will raise Cain 
if they're excluded from classes. 


calm 


cake 


have your cake and eat it (too) ^ 

to have or do two good things that it is 
usually impossible to have or do at the 
same time « He wants to have his cake and 
eat it. He wants the security of marriage 
and the excitement of affairs. « You can't 
have your cake and eat it. If you want 
better local services, you have to pay more 
tax. 


the icing on the cake British, American & 
Australian X 

the frosting on the cake American 
something which makes a good situation 
even better * J was just content to see my 
daughter in such a stable relationship but 
a grandchild, that was really the icing on 
the cake. 


call R 

call the shots/tune >< 
to be the person who makes all the 
important decisions and who has the 
most power in a situation e She was used 
to calling the shots, to being in charge. 


a call girl 
a woman who has sex with men for 
money, especially one who arranges her 
meetings by telephone « His ex-wife 
claimed that call girls had visited his 
apartment each week. 


answer the call of nature humorous X 
to urinate (= pass liquid from the body) 
* I had to go into the woods to answer the 
call of nature. 


calling 


a calling card 

1 something that shows a person or animal 
has been in a place * The beetles leave 
behind their calling cards: little white 
balls on the outside of the trees. 

2 mainly American a quality or 
achievement that gives someone an 
advantage * This performance acted as the 
calling card that landed Taylor her first 
major film role. 


calm j 

the calm before the storm >< 
a peaceful and quiet period before a 
period of activity or trouble * The family 
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are arriving this afternoon so I'm just can-do 

sitting down with a cup of coffee, enjoying can-do 

the calm before the storm. willing to try different ways to solve 
camp problems and confident that you will 


succeed » (always before noun) Her can- 


a camp follower X do attitude is the reason we chose her for 


someone who strongly supports a person the job. 
or group although they are not a member 
of an official organization * The candy 


campaign for real ale had gathered quite a 


eye/mind candy American X 
number of camp followers. 


something that is intended to be pleasant 
to look at but has no real meaning » A lot 
of these books are little more than eye 
candy: cute photos with one-line captions 
and that's about all. 


can 


cannon fodder >< 
soldiers who are not believed to be 
important and who are sent to fight in the 
most dangerous places where they are 
likely to die « Inexperienced troops were 
used as cannon fodder. 


be in the can 
if a film is in the can, it has been 
completed and is now ready to be shown 
* We started filming in April so the final 
sequence should be in the can at the end of 
the month. 


carry the can British & Australian 
to take the blame or responsibility for cap 
something that is wrong or has not 
to cap it all 
supceeded, e (alieni + or) Aha suspecieg if you have been describing bad things 
that she'd be left to carry the can Jor her which happened and then say that to cap 


paddle your own canoe informal 
to be independent and not need help from 
anyone else + We hoped that after he left 
college he'd paddle his own canoe. 


poss smisyakes, it all something else happened, you mean 
candle that the final thing was even worse « He 
spilled red wine on the carpet, insulted my 
burn the candle at both ends mother, and, to cap it all, he broke my 
to get little sleep or rest because you are favourite vase. 
busy until late every night and you get up 
early every morning e (usually in capital 


continuous tenses) She’d been burning 
the candle at both ends studying for her 
exams and made herself ill. 


can't hold a candle to sb/sth 
if someone or something cannot hold a 


with a capital [A/B/C etc.] 

1something that you say in order to 
emphasize a particular quality « You're 
trouble with a capital T, you are! 

2 if you talk about a subject with a capital 


candle to someone or something else, 
they are not as good as that other person 
or thing * These pop bands that you hear 
nowadays can't hold a candle to the 
groups we used to listen to in the sixties. 


A/B/C etc., you mean the most formal 
and often limited understanding of that 
subject + The Academy has been criticized 
for being too traditional and only 
supporting Art with a capital A. 


carbon ^ 

a carbon copy X 
someone or something that is extremely 
similar to someone or something else 
* (usually + of) He's a carbon copy of his 
father. 


card 

be one card/several cards short of a full 
deck humorous 
if someone is one card short of a full 
deck, they are stupid or crazy * Do you 
think your cousin might be one card short 
of a full deck? 

have a card up your sleeve X, 
to have an advantage that other people do 
not know about ¢ J still had a card up my 
sleeve in the form of a letter from his 
father. 


cardboard 

cardboard city 2X. 
an area of a large city where many people 
without a home sleep outside 
££» Cardboard is a type of thick, stiff 
paper used to make the type of boxes that 
people living outside sometimes sleep in 
to keep warm. * Young people come to the 
capital full of hope and end up in 
cardboard city. 

cards 

the cards are stacked against sb X 
if the cards are stacked against someone, 
they are not at all likely to succeed in a 
particular situation because they have a 
lot of problems * He fought a brilliant 
campaign, but the cards were stacked 
against him from the start. 

(if you) play your cards right informal X 
something that you say to someone 
which means that if they behave in the 
right way they might succeed at 
something * Play your cards right and 
you could be managing this place in a year 
or so. 
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carrot-and-stick 


have/hold all cards 


to be in a strong A when you are 
competing with someone else, because 
you have all the advantages e There isn't 
much hope of him getting custody of the 
children — as far as the law goes, she holds 
all the cards. 


Cards is used in the following phrases 
connected with telling or not telling 


people your thoughts or plans. 


keep/play your cards close to your chest 
to not tell anyone what you plan to do « I 
never know what Martin's next move will 
be. He plays his cards close to his chest. 

lay/put your cards on the table >< 
to tell someone honestly what you think 
or what you plan to do e Pll put my cards 
on the table: I don't like the way you've 
been behaving. * She thought it was time 
to put her cards on the table and tell him 
that she had no intention of marrying 
him. 

care 

not have a care in the world 
to be completely happy and not have any 
worries e IJ was sixteen years old and 
didn't have a care in the world. « He was 
walking along the street whistling, 
looking as if he didn't have a care in 
the world. 
without a care in the world » This time 
last week I was lying on a sunny beach 
without a care in the world. 


carried 
be carried out feet first ~~ 
if someone will not leave a place until 
they are carried out feet first, they will 
not leave until they are dead * James 
would never leave his home to go to a 
retirement village — he'd be carried out feet 
first! 
carrot-and-stick 
carrot-and-stick 
if you use a carrot-and-stick method to 
make someone do something, you both 
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offer rewards and threaten punishments 
* (always before noun) I've had to take the 
carrot-and-stick approach to 
disciplining my kids. The harder they 
work, the more money they get. 


carrot-top 

a carrot-top informal 
a person with hair that is an orange 
colour » Joe's blond and Rosie's a carrot- 
top. 


cart 

put the cart before the horse ^. 
to do things in the wrong order «e Deciding 
what to wear before you’ve even been 
invited to the party is rather putting the 
cart before the horse, isn’t it? 


carte blanche > 

give sb carte blanche slightly formal 
to let someone do whatever they want in 
a particular situation ¢ (usually + to do 
sth) She gave her interior decorator carte 
blanche to do up her apartment. 
get/have carte blanche slightly formal 
* He had carte blanche when it came to 
choosing which actors he wanted to work 
with. 

case 

a casein point X 
an example which shows that what you 
are saying is true or helps to explain why 
you are saying it »• Lack of 


communication causes relationships to 
fail. Your parents' marriage is a case in 
point. 


get on sb's case informal >< 

to criticize someone in an annoying way 
for something that they have done s I just 
don't want him getting on my case for 
being late for work. 

be on sb's case informal * Some 
feminists decided that my remarks were 
sexist and they've been on my case ever 
since. 


opposite get off sb's case informal « I told 
him very straightforwardly that the 
problem had already been dealt with and 
he was to get off my case. (= stop 
criticizing me) 
I rest my case. 

something that you say when someone 
says or does something that proves the 
truth of something you have just said 
* "It's time Nigel left home, or he'll never 
learn to be independent.’ ‘He doesn't even 
know how to boil an egg.’ Trest my case.’ 


make (out) a case for sth/doing sth 
to give good reasons why something 
should be done * You've certainly made 
out a case for us buying a dishwasher. 


cash 


cash on the barrelhead American 
money that is paid immediately when 
something is bought ¢ She's asking $6000 
for the car — cash on the barrelhead. 


acash cow : 
a business or a part of a business that 
always makes a lot of profit ù The British 
newspapers are the group's biggest cash 
cow, earning nearly 40% of group profits. 
hard cash British, American & Australian 
cold cash American & Australian 
money in the form of coins or notes 
(7 paper money) * We gave him half the 
money in hard cash and wrote a cheque for 
the rest. 


casting 


the casting couch humorous 
a situation in which an actor, usually a 
woman actor agrees to have sex with 
someone in order to get a part in a film or 
play * Thankfully, the casting couch is no 
longer the only route to success for 
aspiring young actresses. 


cast-iron 


cast-iron 
a cast-iron promise or arrangement is 
one that can be trusted completely 
* (always before noun) No new business 
comes with a castiron guarantee of 
success. 
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castles 


castles in the air X ‘ 

plans or hopes that have very little 
chance of happening « She tells me she's 
planned out her whole career, but as far as 
I can see it’s all just castles in the air 
* Before you start building castles in the 
air, just think how much all this is likely 
to cost. 


cat 

be like a cat on a hot tin roof 
to be nervous and unable to keep still 
* What's the matter with her? She's like a 
cat on a hot tin roof this morning. 


be the cat's whiskers British & 
Australian 
to be better than everyone else » I thought 
Iwas the cat’s whiskers in my new dress. 


fight like cat and dog British & 
Australian 

fight like cats and dogs British & 
American 
to argue violently all the time Ħ We get on 
very well as adults but as kids we fought 
like cat and dog. 


Has the cat got your tongue? 
something that you say to someone when 
you are annoyed because they will not 
speak » Well, has the cat got your tongue? 
I'm waiting for an explanation. 


not have a cat in hell's chance British 
to have no chance at all of achieving 
something * (usually + of + doing sth) 
Thay haven't a cat in hell's chance of 
getting over the mountain in weather like 
this. 


let the cat out of the bag x 
to tell people secret information, often 
without intending to « J was trying to 
keep the party a secret, but Jim went and 
let the cat out of the bag. 


like the cat that got the cream British & 
Australian 

like the cat that ate the canary American 
if someone looks like the cat that got the 
cream, they annoy other people by 
looking very pleased with themselves 
because of something good that they 


catbird 


have done * Of course Mark got a glowing 
report so he was sitting there grinning like 
the cat that got the cream. 


look like something the cat 
brought/dragged in informal 
if someone looks like something the cat 
brought in, they are very untidy and 
dirty * You can't possibly go to school like 
that — you look like something the cat 
dragged in! 


Look what the cat's dragged in! 
informal 
an insulting way of saying that someone 
has just arrived, suggesting that they are 
ugly and badly dressed » Well, look what 
the cat's dragged in. Did you make that 
dress or borrow it from your mother? 


play cat and mouse 

to try to defeat someone by tricking them 
into making a mistake so that you have 
an advantage over them « (often + with) 
The 32-year-old actress spent a large 
proportion of the week playing cat and 
mouse with the press. 

a cat and mouse game * It’s just the 
latest manoeuvre in the eternal cat and 
mouse game between the police and drug 
runners. 


put/set the cat among the pigeons 
British & Australian 
to do or say something that causes 
trouble and makes a lot of people angry 
or worried » Tell them all they've got to 
work on Saturday. That should set the cat 
among the pigeons. 

When/While the cat's away (the mice 
will play). 
something that you say which means 
when the person in authority is absent, 
people will not do what they should do 
* Do you think it's wise to leave the 
children alone for so long? You know, 
while the cat's away... 


catbird 


be (sitting) in the catbird seat American, 
old-fashioned 
to be in a position of power and 
importance » He'll be sitting in thecatbird 
seat when the boss retires. 
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catch 

catch 22 Pa 

a catch 22 situation ~ 
a situation where one thing must happen 
in order to cause another thing to 
happen, but because the first thing does 
not happen the second thing cannot 
happen £» Catch 22 is the title of a book 
by Joseph Heller about the experiences of 
an American pilot. « Jf you don't have a 
place to stay, you can't get a job and with 
no job, you can't get an apartment. It's a 
catch 22 situation. 

you'll catch it British, informal 
something that you say in order to tell 
someone they will be punished for 
something bad they have done * You'll 
catch it if dad sees you smoking. 


catch-as-catch-can 


catch-as-catch-can American 
achieved any way that is possible and not 
in a planned way * We were working 
round the clock to finish the project so food 
and sleep were catch-as-catch-can. 


catty-corner 


catty-corner American 

catty-cornered American 
in a direction from one corner of a 
square to the opposite, far corner » (often 
*- to) Catty-corner to the theatre, there's a 
drugstore. 

caught , 

be caught in the crossfire K 
to be badly affected by a situation where 
two people or groups are arguing with 
each other * (often + of) Unhappy 
children are often caught in the crossfire of 
arguing parents, (often + between) She 
became caught in the crossfire between 
two bosses with different ideas about what 
her job involved. 

be caught napping 
to not be ready to deal with something at 
the time when it happens * Arsenal's 
defence was caught napping as Andrews 
chipped in a goal from the right. 

be caught short 

1 British & Australian, informal to have a 
sudden urgent need to go to the toilet 


* You should go to the toilet before you 
leave. You don't want to becaught short on 
the journey. 

2 American & Australian, informal to 
suddenly find you are not prepared for a 
situation, especially to be without money 
when you need it * "n caught short. Can 
you you lend me some money so I can pay 
for my lunch? 


be caught with your pants/trousers 
down X 

1to be suddenly discovered doing 
something that you did not want other 
people to know about, especially having 
sex * Apparently he was caught with his 
pants down. His wife came home to find 
him in bed with the neighbour. 

2 to be asked to do or say something that 
you are not prepared for « He asked me 
where I'd been the previous evening and I 
was caught with my trousers down. 


cause célèbre » 


a cause célébre 
afamous event or legal case which people 
discuss a lot because it is so interesting 
or shocking » The relationship between 
Edward Prince of Wales and Wallis 
Simpson became an international cause 
célébre in the 1930s. 


caution 


throw caution to the wind(s) 
to take a risk *« You could always throw 
caution to the wind and have another 
glass of wine. 


centre 


be/take centre stage British 

be/take center stage American 
to be the most important thing or person 
at an event or in a situation, or to be the 
thing or person that people notice most 
* A new range of electric cars will be 
centre stage at next month's exhibition. 


certain 


Sb of a certain age humorous 
used to avoid saying that a person, 
usually a woman, is no longer young but 
is not yet old * It’s a clothes boutique 
which caters for women of a certain age. 
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c'est la vie 


C'estlavie. X 
something that you say when something 
happens that you do not like but which 
you have to accept because you cannot 
change it « I've got so much work that I 
can't go away this weekend. Oh well, c'est 
lavie. 


chain 


pull/yank sb's chain American & 
Australian, informal 
to say or do something that upsets 
another person, especially because you 
enjoy upsetting them * Boy, she really 
knows how to pull your chain! 


chalk 


be (like) chalk and cheese British & 
Australian 

be as different as chalk and cheese 
British & Australian 
if two people are like chalk and cheese, 
they are completely different from each 
other * I don't have anything in common 
with my brother We're like chalk and 
cheese. 


chalkface 


at the chalkface 
a teacher who is at the chalkface is 
teaching students, and is not working in 
any other kind of job connected with 
education « The media give a picture of 
falling standards in schools, but there is 
optimism at the chalkface. 


chance 

Chance would be a fine thing! British, 
informal 
something that you say which means that 
you would very much like something to 
happen but there is no possibility that it 
will e He said I could do it in my spare 
time. Spare time? Chance would be a fine 

thing! 


charity 


change 

a change of heart 
if someone has a change of heart, they 
change their opinion or the way they feel 
about something * The revised legislation 
follows a change of heart by the 
government. « She was going to sell the 
house but had a change of heart at the 
last minute. 

the change of life 
the time in a woman's life when she is no 
longer young and stops having a monthly 
flow of blood * For the last ten years she's 
been blaming all her health problems on 
the change of life. 

get no change out of sb British & 
Australian, informal 
if you say that someone will get no 
change out of another person, you mean 
that person will not help them ¢ You'll get 
no change out of Chris. He'll just say it's 
not his problem. 


changes 

ring the changes British & Australian 
to make something more interesting by 
changing it in some way * Bored with 
your old look? Ring the changes with our 
new-look hairstyles and make-up! 


chapter 

be a chapter of accidents British & 
Australian, formal 
to be a series of unpleasant events « The 
whole trip was a chapter of accidents. 

give/quote (sb) chapter and verse 
to give exact information about 
something, especially something in a 
book © The strength of the book is that 
when it makes accusations it gives chapter 
and verse, often backed up by 
photographic evidence. « I can’t quote you 
chapter and verse, but I'm pretty sure it's a 
line from ‘Macbeth’. 


charity 


Charity begins at home. 
something that you say which means you 
should try to help your family and 
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friends before you help other people 
* You ought to stay in and look after your 
father. Charity begins at home. 


charley 

a charley horse American, informal 
a sudden, painful tightening of a muscle 
in your arm or leg * She got a charley 
horse in her leg and had to stop dancing. 


charm 


work like a charm 
if a plan or method works like a charm, it 
has exactly the effect that you want it to 
* I tried that stain remover you gave me on 
my tablecloth and it worked like a charm. 


charmed 


have/lead/live a charmed life 
to always be lucky and safe from danger 
* After her miraculous escape from the fire 
we've decided she leads a charmed life. 


chase 

cut to the chase informal 
to talk about or deal with the important 
parts of a subject and not waste time 
with things that are not important » J 
didn't have long to talk to him so I cut to 
the chase and asked whether he was still 
married. 


chasing 

be chasing your tail 
to be very busy doing a lot of things, but 
achieving very little *« I’ve been chasing 
my tail all morning trying to fix a day 
when everyone can attend. 


chattering 

the chattering classes British, humorous 
educated people who like to discuss and 
give their opinions about political and 
social matters ¢ Football has recently 
become a trendy topic among the 
chattering classes. 


cheap 

cheap and cheerful British, informal 
costing little money but attractive, 
pleasant, or enjoyable «e They specialize in 
cheap and cheerful package holidays to 
Spain and Portugal. 


cheap and nasty British & Australian 
costing little money and of bad quality 
* You know the sort of cheap and nasty 
clothes that are sold on market stalls. 


Cheap at half the price! British & 
Australian, humorous 
something that you say when something 
is very expensive « 'That'll be £3.20 
please.' "What? For one bottle of beer! 
Cheap at half the price.' 

a cheap shot X 
a criticism of someone that is not fair 
* She dismissed his comments as a 'cheap 
shot', saying that he was only concerned to 
defend himself * Federal bureaucracy is 
the target for every cheap shot artist 
(= someone who likes criticizing other 
people) in America. 

on the cheap 
if you buy or do something on the cheap, 
you buy or do it for very little money, 
often with the result that it is of bad 
quality « The buildings would have been a 
whole lot better if they hadn't been built 
on the cheap. 


check 


hold/keep sth/sb in check 

to keep something or someone under 
control, usually to stop them becoming 
too large or too powerful « The natural 
order of things is that the predators of an 
animal keep the population in check. « The 
central banks' action seemed at the time to 
be holding the dollar in check. 


checks » 


checks and balances A 
rules intended to prevent one person or 
group from having too much power 
within an organization « A system of 
checks and balances exists to ensure that 
our government is truly democratic. 


cheddar 


Hard/Tough cheddar! British & 
Australian, informal 

Stiff cheddar! Australian, informal 
something that you say to or about 
someone to whom something bad has 
happened in order to show that you have 
no sympathy for them e It’s about time 
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Richard realized that he can't have 
everything his own way — tough cheddar; 
that's what I say! 


cheek 


cheek by jowl 
very close together Æ Jowl is a word for 
the loose flesh by the lower jaw, which is 
very close to the cheek. « The poor lived 
cheek by jowl in industrial mining towns 
in Victorian England. 

cheese 

Hard/Tough cheese! British & Australian, 
informal 

Stiff cheese! Australian, informal 
something that you say to or about 
someone to whom something bad has 
happened in order to show that you have 
no sympathy for them * So he’s fed up 
because he's got to get up early one 
morning in seven, is he? Well hard cheese! 

Say cheese! informal ^ 
something that someone who is taking a 
photograph of you tells you to say so that 
your mouth makes the shape of a smile 
* OK everyone, look at the camera and say 
cheese. 


cheese-paring 

cheese-paring British 
actions that show you are not willing to 
spend or give money + I’m fed up with all 
this cheese-paring. You've got to spend 
money if you want to make money. 

chef d'oeuvre 

a chef d'oeuvre formal 
an artist's or writer's best piece of work 
* The Decameron is widely regarded as 
Boccaccio's chef d'oeuvre. 

cherry-pick 

cherry-pick sb/sth 
to choose only the best people or things in 
a way that is not fair * (usually in 
continuous tenses) Isn't there a danger 
that the state schools might start cherry- 
picking the pupils with the best exam 
results? 
cherry-picking * J suspect there's some 
cherry-picking going on, with lawyers 
only taking on the sort of cases that 
they're likely to win. 


chickens 


chest 


get it off your chest X. 
to tell someone about something that has 
been worrying you or making you feel 
guilty for a long time, in order to make 
you feel better e It was something that 
had been bothering me for some time and 
it felt good to get it off my chest. 


chew 


chew the fat British, informal 

chew the rag American, informal 
to have a long friendly conversation with 
someone * We spent the evening watching 
the TV and chewing the fat. 


chicken 


chicken feed 
a very small amount of money, especially 
money that is paid for doing a job * He 
pays his labourers chicken feed. 

a chicken and egg situation »~_ 
a situation in which it is impossible to 
say which of two things existed first and 
which caused the other « It’s a chicken 
and egg situation — I don't know whether I 
was bad at the sciences because I wasn't 
interested in them or not interested in them 
and therefore not good at them. 


like a headless chicken British 

like a chicken with its head cut off 
American 
if you do something like a headless 
chicken, you do it very quickly and 
without thinking carefully about what 
you are doing * (usually in continuous 
tenses) I’ve got so much work to do — I've 
been running around like a headless 
chicken all week. « He was racing around 
like a chicken with its head cut off trying 
to do the work of two people. 


chicken-hearted 

chicken-hearted American ~7—~ 
not brave * These chicken-hearted bosses 
always seem to give in at the first sign of a 
strike. 


chickens 


chickens come home to roost 
if you say that chickens are coming home 
to roost, you mean that bad or silly things 
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done in the past are beginning to cause 
problems * There was too much greed in 
the past, and now the chickens are coming 
home to roost with crime and corruption 
soaring. 
come home to roost » The city's budget 
problems are coming home to roost and 
everybody is paying with higher taxes. 
Don't count your chickens (before 
they're hatched). 
something that you say in order to warn 
someone to wait until a good thing they 
are expecting has really happened before 
they make any plans about it « You might 
be able to get a loan from the bank, but 
don't count your chickens. 


chief 

be chief cook and bottle washer 
humorous 
to be the person who is responsible for 
cooking meals and washing the pans and 
dishes » It's my birthday party, so Alan is 
chief cook and bottle washer tonight. 


chiefs 


too many chiefs (and not enough 
Indians) 
too many bosses, and not enough people 
to do the work » J can't find anyone to do 
the photocopying. There are too many 
chiefs and not enough Indians in this 
company. 


child 
be child's play «^ » 
to be very easy * Using this new computer 
is child's play. 
be like a child in a sweetshop British 
to be very happy and excited about the 
things around you, and often to react to 
them in a way which is silly and not 
controlled « Give him a room full of old 
books and he's like a child in a sweetshop. 
be with child old-fashioned 
to be pregnant *« Emily was unable to 
make the journey, being heavy with child. 


children 


Children should be seen and not heard. 
something that you say which means that 
children should be quiet « can’t stand all 


that shouting. Children should be seen 
and not heard, in my opinion. 


chill 


chill sb to the bone/marrow 
to make someone feel very frightened 
* The sound of scraping at the window 
chilled me to the bone. 


chilled 


be chilled to the bone/marrow 
to be very cold * After an hour standing at 
the bus stop I was chilled to the bone. 


chills 


send chills down/up sb's spine 
to make someone feel very frightened 
* Just thinking about walking back 
through the dark streets sent chills down 
her spine. 


chin 


Chin up! old-fashioned 

something that you say to someone in a 
difficult situation in order to encourage 
them to be brave and to try not to be sad 
* Chin up, you'll feel better after a few 
days' rest. 

keep your chin up * We're pleased to hear 
that you're keeping your chin up despite 
all your difficulties. 


take it on the chin 

1 to be brave and not to complain when bad 
things happen to you or people criticize 
you * Atkinson took it all on the chin, 
though some members of his team were 
very upset by the criticism they received. 

2 to have a lot of bad things happen to you 
or to be criticized a lot e The company has 
been taking it on the chin in recent 
months, but the future looks much 
brighter now and their sales are picking 
up. 

chink 

a chink in sb's armour British & 
Australian 

a chink in sb's armor American & 
Australian 
if someone or something which seems to 
be strong has a chink in their armour, 
they have a small fault which may cause 
them problems * She's a brilliant 
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businesswoman, but her lack of political 
awareness may be the chink in her 
armour. 


chinless 


a chinless wonder British & Australian, 

humorous 

an English man from a high social class, 
who thinks he is intelligent and 
important, but who other people think is 
weak and stupid * He's just another 
chinless wonder doing a job that his 
Daddy got for him. 


chip 

a chip off the old block 
if someone is a chip off the old block, 
they are very similar in character to one 
of their parents or to another older 
member of their family * (not used with 
the) Look at her bossing everyone around 
—she's a real chip off the old block! 

have a chip on your shoulder 
to blame other people for something bad 
which has happened to you and to 
continue to be angry about it so that it 
affects the way you behave « (often + 
about) Even though he went to university, 
he's always had a chip on his shoulder 
about his poor upbringing. 


chips 

be in the chips American, informal 
if someone is in the chips, they have 
suddenly got a lot of money e Apparently 
his uncle's left him everything, so he's 
really in the chips. 


call/cash in your chips 

1 humorous to die *« He cashed in his chips 
shortly before his ninetieth birthday. 

2 to sell things that you own, especially 
shares (= parts of a business), because 
you need some money ®© Chips are the 
round pieces of plastic that are used in 
some games played for money. » I think 
it's time to cash in our chips. It's the only 
way we can pay the bill. 


have had your chips 

1 British, informal if you have had your 
chips, something bad is going to happen 
to you, usually a punishment for 


chop 


something bad you have done « When the 
police knocked on his door early in the 
morning, he knew he'd had his chips. 

2 British, informal to miss an opportunity 
to achieve something you want * John's 
had his chips. I gave him the chance of a 
promotion and he threw it away. 


have had its chips informal 
something that has had its chips is going 
to end because it is not wanted or needed 
any more * It looks as though the 
mainframe computer has had its chips. 


let the chips fall where they may 
American 
to do something without worrying about 
the effects of your actions « She promised 
to ask a series of questions in her interview 
and let the chips fall where they may. 


when the chips are down 

when you are in a difficult or dangerous 
situation, especially one which tests 
whether you can trust people or which 
shows people's true opinions *« When the 
chips are down, you need people around 
you that you can depend on. + When the 
chips were down, she found she didn't 
really love him as much as she thought. 


chocolate 


chocolate box 
a chocolate box place or thing is very 
attractive in a way that does not seem 
real *« (always before noun) We drove 
through a series of chocolate box villages 
on our way down to Brighton. 


choice x 


be spoilt for choice mainly British 

be spoiled for choice mainly American 
to have so many good possible choices 
that it is difficult to make a decision 
* With 51 flavours of ice-cream to choose 
from you are spoiled for choice. 


chop 


chop and change British & Australian 
to keep changing what you do or what 
you plan to do, often in a way that is 
confusing and annoying for other people 
e After six months of chopping and 
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changing, we've decided to go back to our 
old system. 


Chop chop! British & Australian, informal 
something that you say in order to tell 
someone to hurry * Come on, chop chop, 
up to bed! 

get the chop 

be given the chop 

1 British, informal if a person gets the 
chop, they lose their job * Anyone who 
argued with the foreman was liable to be 
given the chop. 
be for the chop British, informal * The 
boss has asked to see Henry this morning. 
I’ve a feeling he's for the chop. 

2 British, informal if a plan or a service 
gets the chop, it is stopped ¢ Our local bus 
service got the chop, so I have to walk to 
work or use the car: 
be for the chop British, informal + There 
are rumours that children’s hearing tests 
may be for the chop. 


chord 


strike a chord >< 
if something you hear or see strikes a 
chord, it seems familiar to you * Carson? 
That name strikes a chord. 


strike/touch a chord 

if something strikes a chord with 
someone, they are interested in it and 
like it because it is connected with their 
own lives or opinions ¢ Clearly the book 
has struck a chord, as we can see from the 
hundreds of letters we have received from 
readers. * (often + with) Her ideas on 
social reform will strike a chord with poor 
people everywhere. 


chosen 


the chosen few ~ 
a small group of people who are treated 
differently or better than other people, 
often when they do not deserve it 
* There's a special entrance with revolving 
doors for the chosen few in the company. 


chump 

be off your chump British, old-fashioned 
to be crazy * Don't listen to him. He's off 
his chump. 


circle 


square the circle >< 

to find a good solution to a problem when 
that seems impossible, especially 
because the people involved have very 
different needs or opinions about it e Few 
poor countries can afford to look after 
their works of art properly, but neglect is 
unwise if you want to attract tourists. 
Thailand is attempting to square the 
circle. 


circles 


go around/round in circles 

if you go round in circles when you are 
discussing something or trying to 
achieve something, you do not make any 
progress because you keep going back to 
the same subjects or the same problems. 
* I need some more data to work on, 
otherwise I'm just going round in circles. 
* We can't go round in circles all day - 
someone will have to make a decision. 


go around/round in circles 

run around/round in circles 
to use a lot of time and effort trying to do 
something, without making any progress 
* We spent the whole day running around 
in circles looking for a document which 
everyone thought was lost but which 
wasn't. 


circulation 


out of circulation 
if someone is out of circulation they are 
no longer taking part in social activities 
* Work on my latest book has kept me out 
of circulation for the past few months. 
opposite back in circulation » 7 hear she's 
back in circulation again after her 
accident. 

civil 

keep a civil tongue in your head slightly 
formal 
if you tell someone to keep a civil tongue 
in their head, you are telling them to be 
polite, especially after they have said 
something rude » (often an order) Try to 
keep a civil tongue in your head. We want 
him on our side. 
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claim 


Sb's claim to fame 
a reason for a person or place to be well 
known or famous e The town's main 
claim to fame is that the President was 
born here. » (humorous) His only claim to 
fame is that he nearly met Princess Diana. 


stake a/your claim 

to make it clear that you want something, 
and that you think you deserve to get it 
* (often + to) Descendants of the original 
settlers are going to court to stake their 
claim to the land. * In order to stake a 
claim for world prominence in astronomy, 
the university is building a huge new 
optical telescope. 


clam 


shutup likea clam X 
to suddenly stop talking and to refuse to 
say any more £» A clam is a fish with a 
shell which closes up very quickly if 
something attacks it. « When I asked him 
about his trip to Korea, he shut up like a 
clam. 


clanger 

drop a clanger British & Australian, 
informal 
to say something by accident that 
embarrasses or upsets someone * J 
dropped a clanger by asking John how his 
dog was when it's been dead three months. 


ciapham 

the man/woman on the Clapham 
omnibus British 
an imaginary person whose opinions and 
behaviour are thought to be typical of 
ordinary British people * (usually 
singular) The man on the Clapham 
omnibus probably knows nothing about 
Rwanda. 


clapped-out 


clapped-out British & Australian, 
informal 
if something, especially a car, is clapped- 
out, it is in a very bad condition because 
it is old or has been used a lot © He still 
drives a clapped-out Mini which he bought 
when he was at college. 


clean 


clappers 

like the clappers British, informal 
very quickly « He works like the clappers — 
he'll have it finished in no time! « They 
ran like the clappers when the policeman 
came round the corner. 


clarion 

a clarion call literary 
astrong and clear request for people to do 
something * (often + for) The charity 
commission's clarion call for more 
donations has produced an immediate 
response. * (often + to) Her unification 
speech was seen as a clarion call to party 
members. 


claws 

get your claws into sb informal 
to find a way of influencing or 
controlling someone « Jf the loan 
company gets its claws into you, you'll still 
be paying off this debt when you're 50. 

get her claws into sb informal 
if a woman gets her claws into a man, she 
manages to start a relationship with him, 
often because she wants to control him or 
get something from him e If she gets her 
claws into that young man she'll ruin his 
political career. 


clean 

a clean bill of health 
if you give someone or something a clean 
bill of health, you examine them and 
state that they are healthy in good 
condition, or legal « John will have to stay 
at home until the doctors give him a clean 
bill of health. « Of 30 countries inspected 
for airline safety only 17 received a clean 
bill of health. 

a clean break 
if you make a clean break from someone 
or something, you leave them quickly 
and completely, and are not involved with 
them at all in the future * (often + with) 
Sometimes we need to make a clean 
break with the past. * (often + from) The 
Japanese are planning a clean break from 
the old television technologies. 

a clean sheet 

1 mainly British if you are given a clean 
sheet, you can start something again, and 
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all the problems caused by you or other 
people in the past will be forgotten * J 
want us to forget all the arguing of the 
past, and start the New Year with a clean 
sheet. 

2 British if a football team or a goalkeeper 
(=the player who stands in the goal) has a 
clean sheet, they do not allow the other 
team to score any goals * United kept a 
clean sheet in an away match for the first 
time this season. 


a clean slate 

if you are given a clean slate, you can 
start something again, and all of the 
problems caused by you or other people 
in the past will be forgotten * The 
company's debts have been paid so that the 
new manager can start with a clean 
slate. 

wipe the slate clean to make it possible 
to start something again, without any of 
the mistakes or problems of the past 
* The time he spent in prison should have 
wiped the slate clean. 


a clean sweep 

if you make a clean sweep, you win a 
competition or an election very easily or 
you win all the prizes in a competition 
* China's women divers achieved a clean 
sweep in yesterday's competitions. 
* Analysts are predicting a clean sweep for 
the ruling party in the forthcoming 
elections. 


be as clean as a whistle 
if someone is as clean as a whistle, they 
are not involved in anything illegal « He 
hasn't got a criminal record — he's clean as 
a whistle. 


be as clean as a whistle 

be as clean as a new pin 
to be very clean * The café’s as clean asa 
whistle, and the food's excellent. 

come clean >< 
to tell the truth, often about something 
bad that you have been trying to keep a 
secret » I felt it was time to come clean and 
tell her what the doctor had told me. 
* (often + about) It’s time for the 
Chancellor to come clean about the 
proposed tax rises. 


make a clean breast of it 
to tell the truth about something, 
especially something bad or illegal that 
you have done, so that you do not have to 
feel guilty any more * After months of 
lying about the money, I decided to make a 
clean breast of it and tell the truth. 

show sb a clean pair of heels British 
to go faster than someone else in a race 
* Butler showed them all a clean pair of 
heels as he raced for the finishing line. 

cleaner 

take sb to the cleaner's 

1 informal to get a lot of money from 
someone, usually by cheating them * He 
got into a game of poker with two 
professional gamblers and, of course, they 
took him to the cleaner's. 

2 informal to defeat someone by a very 
large amount e They don't like playing us 
because we took them to the cleaner's last 
year and the year before. 


cleanliness 

Cleanliness is next to Godliness. old- 
fashioned 
something that you say which means that 
except for worshipping God, the most 
important thing in life is to be clean 
* Could you try to wash behind your ears 
occasionally? Cleanliness is next to 
Godliness, you know. 


clear 

be as clear as crystal 
to be very easy to see or understand « Are 
the instructions easy to understand?’ ‘Yes, 
clear as crystal." 
crystal clear * She made it crystal clear 
that she was only helping us because she 
had to. 

be as clear as mud humorous 
to be impossible to understand * ‘Does 
that make sense?' 'Yes, it's as clear as 
mud.* y 

be in the clear ^ 
to not be guilty of a crime, or not be 
responsible for a mistake « Video evidence 
proved that the boys were in the clear. 

steer clear of sth/sb ^x^ 
to avoid something or someone because 
they are dangerous or bad for you « I'd 


71 


steer clear of Joe if I were you — he'll only 
cause trouble. e I try to steer clear of heavy 
meals these days. 


clear-cut 


clear-cut 
clear and certain, so that there is no 
doubt about something e She has clear-cut 
evidence that the company cheated her. 
* The link between alcohol and crime is 
clear-cut. 


clear-eyed 

clear-eyed mainly American 
a clear-eyed understanding of a situation 
is correct * (always before noun) John's 
clear-eyed assessment of the company's 
problems saved it from bankruptcy. 


cleft 

in a cleft stick British & Australian, old- 
fashioned 
if someone is in a cleft stick, they have a 
problem which is very difficult to solve 
* I'm ina real cleft stick because I can't sell 
my house. * Because of new employment 
laws, these companies are caught in a 
cleft stick. 


clever 

a clever clogs British & Australian, 
humorous 

a clever boots Australian, humorous 
if you call someone a clever clogs, you 
mean that they are very clever » I bet old 
clever clogs here knows the answer. 

a clever dick British & Australian 
someone who tries too hard to show that 
they are clever, in a way which annoys 
other people « He's such a clever dick, 
talking loudly on the phone in lots of 
different languages. 

be too clever by half British 
to be too confident of your own 
intelligence in a way that annoys other 
people ¢ At school he had a reputation for 
arrogance. ‘Too clever by half’ was how 
one former teacher described him. 

box clever British 
to behave in a clever and sometimes 
slightly dishonest way to try to achieve a 
result you want Æ A good boxer (= man 


- 


clock 


who fights as a sport) is a person who 
uses skill as well as strength to win 
fights. « Obviously he would have to box 
clever in the witness stand to avoid 
implicating himself. 


climbing 


be climbing the walls informal A 
to be extremely nervous, worried, bored, 
or annoyed » I was practically climbing 
the walls at her stupidity. 


cloak-and-dagger 

cloak-and-dagger 
cloak-and-dagger behaviour is when 
people behave in a very secret way, often 
when it is not really necessary ®© A 
cloak is a type of long, loose coat and a 
dagger is a small sharp knife used as a 
weapon. In 17th century Spanish theatre, 
cloak-and-dagger was worn by a 
dishonest character in the play. « (always 
before noun) Js all this cloak-and-dagger 
stuff necessary? Why can't we just meet in 
a café like everyone else? 


clock A 

around/round the clock — ^. 
all day and all night « Doctors and nurses 
worked around the clock to help the people 
injured in the train crash. ¢ This station 
broadcasts news round the clock. 
around-the-clock * (always before noun) 
The police are mounting an around-the- 
clock guard on the embassy. 


put/turn the clock back 
to make things the same as they were at 
an earlier time * The court's decision has 
put the clock back a hundred years. 
* (often + to) Let's turn back the clock to 
1963 and listen to the Beatles singing 
‘Love, love me do’. 

race against the clock 
in sport, if people race against the clock, 
they try to race faster than a particular 
time instead of racing against other 
people « In time trials, cyclists race 
against the clock. 

run out the clock American & Australian 

kill the clock American 
to keep the ball away from the team 
competing against you at the end of a 
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game so that they cannot score any 
points * The Pistons thought they were 
running out the clock but lost the ball and 
the game in the last nine seconds. 


watch the clock ` 

to keep looking to see what the time is 
because you are eager to stop what you 
are doing * I can tell if a film isn't holding 
my attention because I find myself 
watching the clock and changing position 
a lot. 

clock-watching * A lot of clock-watching 
goes on during the general lectures, 
especially in the second hour. 


work against the clock ^ 
to work very fast because you know you 
only have a limited period of time to do 
something * Scientists were working 
against the clock to collect specimens 
before the volcano erupted again. 


clockwork 


go/run/work like clockwork 
if an event or a system goes like 
clockwork, it happens exactly as it was 
planned, without any problems * The 
whole ceremony went like clockwork. + The 
Swiss railways run like clockwork. 

like clockwork 
if something happens like clockwork, it 
happens at regular times e He arrived at 7 
every evening, like clockwork. 


clogs 

pop your clogs British, humorous 
to die * This place hasn't been the same 
since poor old Harry popped his clogs. 


close 

a close call ` 

1a situation where something very 
unpleasant or dangerous nearly 


happened * We managed to get out of the 
car before it caught fire, but we had a very 
close call. « The business survived, but it 
was a close call. 

2 if a competition or an election is going to 
bea close call, more than one person has 
a good chance of winning e It’s going to 
be a close call. The vote could go either 
way. 


be too close to call if a competition or 
an election is too close to call, it is 
impossible to guess who will win *« The 
election result is still too close to call. 
a close shave 

a situation where something unpleasant 
or dangerous nearly happened » I had a 
close shave when a tree fell just where I 
had been standing. 


be close to home 
if asubject is close to home, it affects you 
in a personal way, and it can upset you if 
Someone says something unpleasant 
about it « His comments about working 
mothers were a bit close to home for me. 

be too close for comfort 
to make people worried or frightened by 
being too close in distance or too similar 
in amount * Those lions were much too 
close for comfort. « The party will have to 
work hard to improve its image — the last 
election result was too close for comfort. 

Close, but no cigar. American & 
Australian, humorous 
something that you say to someone if 
what they tell you or what they do is 
nearly correct but not completely 45 A 
cigar (= a type of thick cigarette) was 
sometimes used as a prize in games and 
competitions people paid to play. + ‘Is his 
name Howard?’ ‘Close, but no cigar. It's 
Harold.’ 

sail close to the wind 
to take risks which could cause problems 
or danger » (often in continuous tenses) 
We may have just enough fuel to get there, 
but we'll be sailing a bit close to the wind. 

closed 

be a closed book 
to be something that you know or 
understand nothing about » (usually + 
to) I’m afraid physics will always be a 
closed book to me. 

behind closed doors 
if something is done behind closed doors, 
it is done in private « The United Nations 
Security Council met behind closed doors 
in New York. < 
closed-door a closed-door event is one 
that is secret and not open to the public 
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* (always before noun) At a special closed- 
door session of the UN, the ambassador 
confirmed the withdrawalof his country's 
troops. 


closet 


come out of the closet 

1 to talk in public about something which 
you kept secret in the past because you 
were embarrassed about it « It’s time 
hairy women came out of the closet. It's a 
problem that affects all women to a greater 
or lesser degree. 

2 to tell people that you are homosexual 
(= sexually attracted to people of the 
same sex as you) so that it is no longer a 
secret ù He finally decided to come out of 
the closet so his mother would stop asking 
him why he wasn't married. 
opposite in the closet * You can't live your 
life in the closet. At some stage you've got 
to come out and admit you're gay. 


cloth 

cloth ears British, old-fashioned, 
humorous 
something you call someone who has not 
heard something you said ° Hey, cloth 
ears, I asked if you wanted a drink. 

cut your coat according to your cloth 

cut your cloth according to your means 
to only buy what you have enough money 
to pay for * Of course we'd love a huge 
expensive house, but you have to cut your 
coat according to your cloth. 

take the cloth formal 
to become a priest « He took the cloth in 
1945. 


cloud 


be on cloud nine informal 
to be very happy ¢ For a few days after I 
heard I'd got the job, I was on cloud nine. 


Cloud is used in the following phrases 


connected with a problem or an 
unpleasant situation. 


a cloud hangs over sb/sth 
if a cloud hangs over someone or 
something, people believe something bad 
about them and do not trust them or like 
them completely because of it « There's 


club 


still a cloud hanging over the school's 
director because of the allegations of 
former pupils. + A dark cloud still hung 
over the research project despite denials 
that any animals had been harmed. 


a cloud on the horizon 
a problem or difficulty which you expect 
to happen in the future « The only cloud 
on the horizon is the physics exam in June 
-I'm sure I'll do fine in all the others. 


be under a cloud 
if someone or something is under a 
cloud, they are not trusted or not popular 
because people think they have done 
something bad * The bishop's brother 
resigned from his job under a cloud. « The 
hotel business is under a cloud at the 
moment after newspapers revealed that 
many tourists were being systematically 
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Every cloud has a silver lining. “ 
something that you say which means that 
there is something good even in an 
unpleasant situation * As the trip's been 
cancelled I'll be able to go to the match this 
Saturday. Every cloud has a silver lining. 


cloud-cuckoo 

live in cloud-cuckoo land 
to believe that things you want will 
happen, when really they are impossible 
* Anyone who thinks this project will be 
finished within six weeks is living in 
cloud-cuckoo land. 


clover 

be in clover 
to be in a very pleasant situation, 
especially because you have a lot of 
money * With the income from the family 
estate, she's in clover 


club 

be in the club British, old-fashioned 
to be pregnant » Js Tina in the club? She's 
looking quite large around the tummy. 

Join the club! British, American & 
Australian 

Welcome to the club! American & 
Australian 
something that you say to someone who 
has just told you about an experience or 
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problem that they have had in order to 
show that you have had the same 
experience or problem too * ‘T can't stop 
eating chocolate.’ ‘Join the club!’ « ‘We 
can’t afford a vacation this year.’ ‘Welcome 
to the club!” 


clue 


clutches 


fall into sb’s clutches : 

to become influenced or controlled by 
someone who is likely to use their power 
in a bad way * He fell into the clutches of a 
nationalist terrorist group. « There were 
fears that the weapons might fall into the 
enemy's clutches. 

be in sb's clutches * She couldn't bear to 
think of her precious daughter being in 
the clutches of a religious fanatic. 


C-note 


a C-note American, informal 
a piece of paper American money that is 
worth 100 dollars « Joe took a wad of bills 
out of his pocket, peeled off a C-note and 
handed it over. 


coach 


drive a coach and horses through sth 

British 

if someone drives a coach and horses 
through a rule, an opinion, a plan, or a 
tradition, they destroy it by doing 
something against it which it is too weak 
to prevent « His company drove a coach 
and horses’ through employment 
legislation. « She produced statistics 
which drove a coach and horses through 
the chairman's argument. 


coalface 


at the coalface British & Australian 
someone who is at the coalface is doing 
the work involved in a job, not talking 


about it, planning it, or controlling it 
* You sit in your office looking at 
consultants’ reports, but it’s the men and 
women at the coalface who really 
understand the business. 


coals 


carry/take coals to Newcastle British 
to take something to a place or a person 
that has a lot of that thing already 
Æ Newcastle is a town in Northern 
England which is in an area where a lot of 
coal was produced. e Exporting pine to 
Scandinavia is a bit like carrying coals to 
Newcastle, 

drag/haul sb over the coals 
to speak angrily to someone because they 
have done something wrong * If I make a 
spelling mistake, I get hauled over the 
coals by my boss. * (often + for) They 
dragged her over the coals for being late 
with her assignment. 


rake over the coals 
to talk about unpleasant things from the 
past that other people would prefer not to 
talk about * (usually in continuous 
tenses) There's no point in raking over the 
coals — all that happened twenty years ago, 
and there's nothing we can do about it now. 


coast 


(from) coast to coast 
from one side of a country to the other 
* We travelled across America coast to 
coast. 
coast-to-coast » It was the first fully 
paved coast-to-coast US highway, between 
New York and San Francisco. 


thecoastisclear ^ < 
if the coast is clear, you can do something 
or go somewhere because there is no one 
near who might see or hear you * You can 
come out now, the coast is clear. + I waited 
outside the house until the coast was clear; 
then softly tapped on the window. 


coat-tails 


on sb's coat-tails 
if you achieve something on someone's 
coat-tails, you only achieve it because of 
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their help or influence * She'd risen to 
fame on the coat-tails of her half-sister 


cobwebs 

blow away the cobwebs British & . . 
Australian À 
to do something which makes you feel 
less tired or bored, especially to spend 
time outside in the fresh air 4 Cobwebs 
are made by spiders (= small insects with 
8 legs) and are usually found in rooms or 
places that no one uses very much. * A 
stroll along the cliffs will blow away the 
cobwebs. 


cock 

the cock of the walk British, old- 
fashioned 
a man who acts as if he is more 
fashionable or important than other 
people » He acts like the cock of the walk 
around the office. 


cock-and-bull 

a cock-and-bull story 
astory or explanation which is obviously 
not true * She told me some cock-and-bull 
story about her car breaking down. 


cockles 


warm the cockles of your heart old- 

fashioned 

if something you see or hear warms the 
cockles of your heart, it makes you feel 
happy because it shows that people can 
be good and kind « /t’s an old-fashioned 
romance that will warm the cockles of 
your heart. 


coffee 

a coffee table book 
a large, expensive book with a lot of 
pictures, that is often kept on a table for 
people to look at *« A glossy coffee table 
book of hisart work will be published next 
year 

Wake up and smell the coffee! x 
something that you say in order to tell 
someone that they should try to 
understand the true facts of a situation 
or that they should give more attention to 
what is happening around them e It’s 
time you woke up and smelled the coffee, 


cold 


Don. We're just not getting enough 
business any more. 


cog 

a cog in the machine/wheel 
one part of a large system or 
organization e He was just a small cog in 
the large wheel of organised crime. « This 
warehouse is an important cog in our 
distribution machine. 

coining 

be coining it British & Australian, 
informal 

be coining money American & 
Australian, informal 
to be earning a lot of money quickly 
* The magazine has been coining it since 
the new editor took over. 


cold 

cold turkey 
the unpleasant physical and mental 
effects someone suffers when they 
suddenly stop taking drugs * The addict 
himself must make the decision that he 
wants to go cold turkey. * The nurses are 
there to encourage patients through cold 
turkey. 
cold-turkey * (always before noun) Cold- 
turkey treatment of addicts will always 
produce withdrawal symptoms. 


a cold fish 
a person who does not seem very friendly 
and does not show their emotions « He 
isn't very demonstrative, but his mother 
was a cold fish so he probably gets it from 
her. 

a cold snap 
a sudden and short period of cold 
weather e The recent cold snap has led to 
higher food prices. 

be as cold as ice 
to be very cold *« Come in and get warm, 
your hands are as cold as ice. 

be cold comfort 
if something someone tells you to make 
you feel better about a bad situation is 
cold comfort, it does not make you feel 
better * (usually + to) The doctor said 
only his legs are paralysed, not his whole 
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body, but I think that will be cold comfort pour/throw cold water on sth informal 


to him. 

catch sb cold American 
informal to surprise someone with an 
event, a question, or a piece of news they 
are not expecting * You caught me cold 
with this news - I didn't know anything 
about it. 


get cold feet 
to suddenly become too frightened to do 
something you had planned to do, 
especially something important like 
getting married « We're getting married 
next Saturday — that's if Trevor doesn't 
get cold feet! « I'm worried she may be 
Betting cold feet about our trip to 
Patagonia. 

give sb the cold shoulder 
to behave towards someone in a way that 
is not at all friendly sometimes for 
reasons that this person does not 
understand * What have I done to him? He 
gave me the cold shoulder the whole 
evening at the party. 
cold-shoulder sb « After their argument, 
Peter cold-shouldered Jonathan for the 

rest of the week. 


in the cold light of day 
if you think about something in the cold 
light of day, you think about it clearly 
and calmly, without the emotions you had 
atthe time it happened, and you often feel 
sorry or ashamed about it e The next 
morning, in the cold light of day, Sarah 
realized what a complete idiot she had 
been. 


leave sb cold 
if something leaves you cold, it does not 
cause you to feel any emotion Ħ Mary said 
the book had her in tears, but it left me 
cold. 


xy 
X 


if you pour cold water on opinions or 
ideas, you criticize them and stop people 
believing them or being excited about 
them * Margaret Thatcher poured cold 
water on the idea of a European central 
bank. 


take a cold shower humorous 


if you tell someone to take a cold shower, 
you mean they should do something to 
stop themselves thinking about sex 
* She's clearly not interested, so why don't 
you just take a cold shower? 


when sb/sth sneezes, sb/sth catches a 


cold mainly British 


if sb/sth catches a cold, sb/sth gets 


pneumonia mainly British 

when one person or organization has a 
problem, this problem has a much worse 
effect on another person or organization 
e When New York sneezes, I'm afraid 
London catches a cold -that is just the way 
the stock markets operate now. * If the 
country's economy catches a cold, local 
businesses get pneumonia. 


Cold is used in the following phrases 


connected with not being part of a 
group or activity. 


come in from the cold 


if someone comes in from the cold, they 
become part of a group or an activity 
which they were not allowed to join 
before » Turkey is now keen to come in 
from the cold and join the European 
community. + After four years away from 
the fashion scene, Jasper has come in from 
the cold with his new 1997 designer 
collection. 

bring sb in from the cold « (usually 
passive) South African cricket has finally 
been brought in from the cold after years 
of exclusion from the international cricket 
scene. 


leave sb out in the cold 


to not allow someone to become part of a 
group or an activity « The government's 
transport policy leaves people who do not 
own cars out in the cold. « Women's 
football teams feel they are left out in the 
cold as far as media coverage is concerned. 
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collision 

be on a collision course 
if two people or groups are on a collision 
course, they are doing or saying things 
which are certain to cause a serious 
disagreement or a fight between them 
* All attempts at diplomacy have broken 
down and the two states now appear to be 
on a collision course. * (often + with) The 
British government is on a collision course 
with the American administration over 
trade tariffs. 
put/set sb on a collision course 
* (usually + with) Her statements to the 
press have put her on a collision course 
with the party leadership. 


colonel 

a Colonel Blimp British, old-fashioned 
an old man who has old-fashioned ideas 
and believes he is very important «e He's 
very much a Colonel Blimp with his 
comments about foreign influences 
dividing our society. 


colour 


Color is the American spelling of 


colour. Australians use both 
spellings. 


see the colour of sb's money 
to make sure that someone can pay for 
something before you let them have it « I 
want to see the colour of his money before I 
say the car’s his. 


colours 


Colors is the American spelling of 


colours. Australians use both 
spellings. , 


nail your colours to the mast 
to publicly state your opinions about a 
subject « Nobody knows which way he's 
going to vote because he has so far refused 
to nail his colours to the mast. 

show sb in their true colours >“. 
to show what someone's real character is, 
especially when it is unpleasant *« By 
showing the terrorists in their true 
colours, the government hopes to 
undermine public support for them. 


comeuppance 


show your true colours + When someone 
is faced with such a terrible ordeal, it 
shows their true colours. 

see sb in their true colours » At last he 
saw her in her true colours as a liar and a 
cheat. 

see sb's true colours » Jt wasn't until we 
started to live together that I saw her true 
colours. 


come ] 

Come again? informal A 
something that you say when you want 
someone to repeat what they have just 
said because you did not hear or 
understand it « "What's amazing is that 
Pauline's half sister's son is the father of 
her cousin's child.' 'Come again?" 

come out fighting British, American & 
Australian 

come out swinging mainly American 
if someone comes out fighting, they 
defend themselves or something they 
believe in, in a very determined way 
* They were criticized from all sides but 
they came out fighting. « The candidates 
came out swinging in the first few minutes 
of the debate. 

come what may x 
whatever happens * J shall be there 
tonight come what may. * It's always good 
to know that, come what may, your job is 
safe. " 

be as [crazy/rich etc.] as they come “~ 
to be very crazy, rich etc. « Jenny's as 
crazy as they come. 

comes 

as it comes British & Australian 
if someone asks you how they should 
prepare your drink and you say as it 
comes, you mean that any way they 
prepare it will be acceptable « ‘How do 
you like your coffee?' 'Oh, as it comes, 
please - I'm not fussy.’ 

comeuppance 

get your comeuppance 
if you get your comeuppance, something 
bad happens to you as a result of 


something bad that you have done to 
someone else * He'll get his comeuppance, 
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you'll see. You can't treat people the way he 
does and not go unpunished in this world. 


coming 

had it coming informal 
if someone had it coming, something bad 
happened to them which they deserved 
* (often + to) I wasn't at all surprised to 
hear he'd been fired. With all that 
unexplained time off he had it coming to 
him. 

have sth coming out of your ears 
informal 
to have more of something than you want 
or need * He's going to have money coming 
out of his ears if this deal comes off 


comings 

the comings and goings 
the movements of people arriving at 
places and leaving places e One of our 
neighbours is always at her window 
watching the comings and goings of 
everyone in the street. 


comme il faut 


be comme il faut formal 
behaviour that is comme il faut is correct 
because it follows the formal rules of 
social behaviour e It’s not exactly comme 
il faut to be seen making jokes at a funeral. 


common 

common ground P 
shared opinions between two people or 
groups of people who disagree about 
most other subjects * It seems 
increasingly unlikely that the two sides 
will find any common ground. 

the common touch 
the ability of a rich or important person 
to communicate well with and 
understand ordinary people * It was 
always said of the princess that she had 
the common touch and that’s why she 
was so loved by the people. + He was a 
dedicated and brilliant leader but he 
lacked the common touch. 

as common as muck British & Australian, 
informal 
an impolite way of describing someone 
who is from a low social class ù» You can 


tell from the way she talks she's as 
common as muck. 


make common cause with sb formal 

if one group of people makes common 
cause with another group, they work 
together in order to achieve something 
that both groups want * Environment 
protesters have made common cause with 
local people to stop the motorway from 
being built. 


common-or-garden 


common-or-garden British 
very ordinary * (always before noun) I 
just want a common-or-garden bike — it 
doesn't have to have special wheels or lots 
of gears or anything like that. 


comparison 


pale by/in comparison 
to seem less serious or less important 
when compared with something else 
* (often + with) I thought I was badly 
treated but my experiences pale in 
comparison with yours. 


compliment 


a back-handed compliment British, 
American & Australian 

a left-handed compliment American 
a remark which seems approving but 
which is also negative « He gave me that 
classic back-handed compliment. He said I 
played football very well ‘for a woman’. 

return the compliment 
to do something for someone because 
they have done something for you 
* Thanks for looking after the house while 
we were away. I hope I'll be able to return 
the compliment some time. 


compliments 


fish for compliments oC 
to try to make someone praise you, often 
by criticizing yourself to them e (usually 
in continuous tenses) Emma, you know 
you don't look fat in that dress. Are you 
fishing for compliments? 


compos 


be compos mentis humorous 
if someone is compos mentis, they are 
able to think clearly and are responsible 
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for their actions « My mother was quite 
old at the time but she was perfectly 
compos mentis. 


conclusions 


jump to conclusions ^ 
to guess the facts about a situation 
without having enough information * J 
might be jumping to conclusions but I've 
seen them together twice in town. 


conniption 


have a conniption fit American, old- 
fashioned 
to be very angry or upset « My mother 
would have a conniption fit if she could 
see me now. 


conscience 


prick sb's conscience 
to make someone feel guilty * Seeing 
pictures of starving children pricks my 
conscience, but I rarely give money to 
charity. 


conspicuous 


be conspicuous by your absence 
humorous 
if someone is conspicuous by their 
absence, people notice that they are not 
present in a place where they are 
expected to be « Helen was conspicuous by 
her absence at the meeting yesterday. 


contradiction 


a contradiction in terms 

a phrase that is confusing because it 
contains words that seem to have 
opposite meanings Ħ A British summer is 
a bit of a contradiction in terms. « Euro 
Disney always seems to me a contradiction 
in terms because Disney is so typically 
American. 


contrary 


contrary to popular belief/opinion x 
something that you say before you make 
a statement that is the opposite of what 
most people believe e Contrary to popular 
belief, bottled water is not always better 
than tap water. 


cool 


conversation 


a conversation piece 
a strange or interesting object that 
people talk about * Charlotte's collection 
of Victorian cards were a good 
conversation piece. 


converted 


preach to the converted X 
to try to persuade people to believe things 
they already believe * (usually in 
continuous tenses) There's no need to tell 
us about the benefits of recycling. You're 
preaching to the converted. 


cookie-cutter 

cookie-cutter American ^ 
acookie-cutter building or plan is exactly 
similar to many others of the same type 
* (always before noun) The architects 
were determined that it wouldn't be just 
another cookie-cutter mall. +e Management 
too often uses a cookie-cutter approach to 
solving problems. 


cooking 

be cooking on gas British, informal 

be cooking with gas American, informal 
to be making good progress and to be 
likely to succeed ¢ We're cooking on gas. 
Keep the work coming in like this and we'll 
meet the deadline. 

What's cooking? American, old-fashioned 
something that you say in order to ask 
someone what is happening « Hey, you 
guys, what's cooking? Are we going out for 
a drink or not? 


cooks 

Too many cooks (spoil the broth). 
something that you say which means that 
if too many people try to work on the 
same piece of work, they will spoil it 
* There were so many people working on 
the same project, no one knew what 
anyone else was doing. I think it was a 
case of too many cooks. 


cool 

Cool it! informal 
something that you say in order to tell 
someone to stop arguing or fighting 
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* Hey, cool it, you guys, fighting's not 
&oing to solve anything. 


a cool customer informal 
someone who stays calm and does not 
show their emotions, even in a difficult 
situation * I can imagine Pete being good 
at negotiating. He's a pretty cool customer. 


a cool head 
the ability to stay calm and think clearly 
in a difficult situation « These are high 
pressure situations and you have to keep a 
cool head. 


be as cool as a cucumber humorous 
to be very calm and relaxed, especially in 
a difficult situation * I expected him to be 
all nervous before his interview but he was 
as cool as a cucumber. 


keep your cool 
to remain calm, especially in a difficult 
situation * Jf you see a difficult question 
in the exam, don't panic. Just keep your 
cool. 


lose your cool 
to suddenly become very angry and start 
shouting » I try to be patient with her but 
she was so irritating in that meeting, I just 
lost my cool. 


play it cool informal » 

to pretend to be calmer, or to be less 
interested in something or someone, 
than you really are e Sometimes if you 
play it cool with a guy he gets more 
interested. * (often an order) Play it cool. 
Don't let them know how much you need 
the money. 


coop 

fly the coop mainly American 
to leave somewhere, especially to leave 
your home for the first time in order to 
live away from the family Æ© A coop isa 
place where chickens are kept. + The last 
of our kids has finally flown the coop so 
we have the whole house to ourselves. 


cop 


not be much cop British, informal 
to not be very good © These scissors aren't 
much cop -do you have any sharper ones? 


copper-bottomed 

copper-bottomed 
a copper-bottomed plan, agreement, or 
financial arrangement is completely safe 
* (always before noun) She has a copper- 
bottomed contract with a very successful 
company. 

copybook 

blot your copybook British & Australian 
to do something which spoils someone's 
opinion of you * She blotted her copybook 
by arriving late to a meeting. 


cord 


cut the (umbilical) cord 

to stop needing someone else to look after 
you and start acting independently 
£» An umbilical cord is a long narrow 
tube of flesh which connects a baby to its 
mother when it is growing inside her. ù In 
order to achieve true independence, 
smaller nations must cut the cord and stop 
depending on the United States for 
financial aid. 


cordon bleu 


cordon bleu 
cordon bleu cooking is food which is 
prepared to the highest standard and a 
cordon bleu cook is someone who cooks 
to a very high standard * (always before 
noun) She spent five years working as a 
cordon bleu chef before opening her own 
restaurant. 


core . 

tothe core . 
in every part € The core is the central 
part of something, for example an apple 
or the earth. e He's convinced that the 
army is rotten to the core. * I'd never 
heard anything like it. I was shocked to the 
core. (= extremely shocked) 


corner 


around the corner 
going to happen very soon * With the end 
of the century just around the corner, 
major celebrations are being planned. 

be backed into a corner 
to be forced into a difficult situation 
which you have little control over » I feel 
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I've been backed into a corner and I have 
no choice but to sign the contract. 

fight your corner British 
to defend something that you believe in 
by arguing * You'll have to be ready to 
fight your corner if you want them to 
extend the project. 

have sb in your corner 
to have the support or help of someone 
* We're lucky we've got James in our 
corner. No one can beat him in a debate. 

paint yourself into a corner > 
to do something which puts you in a very 
difficult situation and limits the way that 
you can act » I've painted myself into a 
corner here. Having said I won't take less 
than £20 an hour, I can't then be seen to 
accept a job that pays less. 

turn the corner 
if something or someone turns the 
corner, their situation starts to improve 
after a difficult period * Certainly, the 
company's been through difficult times 
but I think we can safely say that we have 
now turned the corner. * I was really ill on 
Tuesday and Wednesday but I think I've 
finally turned the corner. 


corners 

cut corners > 
to do something in the easiest, quickest, 
or cheapest way, often harming the 
quality of your work « We've had to cut 
corners to make a film on such a small 
budget. « Companies are having to cut 
corners in order to remain competitive in 
the market. 


corridors 

the corridors of power ^^. 
the highest level of government where 
the most important decisions are made 
* His laziness became a legend in the 
corridors of power. 


cost Y 

count the cost . 
to start to understand how badly 
something has affected you s I didn't read 
the contract fully before I signed it but I'm 
counting the cost now. 


count 


costs 

atallcosts ~% 
if something must be done or avoided at 
all costs, it must be done or avoided 
whatever happens e The only other option 
is working on Saturdays which is 
something I want to avoid at all costs. « He 
appears to have decided that he must stay 
in power at all costs. 


cotton 


Bless her/his cotton socks. British & 
Australian, humorous 
something that you say when you want to 
express affection for someone * My little 
niece — bless her cotton socks — won the 
school poetry prize this year. 

wrap sb up in cotton wool British & 
Australian 
to protect someone too much without 
allowing them to be independent enough 
* She wraps that child up in cotton wool as 
if he's some precious jewel. 


cotton-picking 

cotton-picking American & Australian, 
informal 
something that you say before a noun to 
express anger * Get your cotton-picking 
feet off my chair! 


couch 


a couch potato informal X 
a person who does not like physical 
activity and prefers to sit down, usually 
to watch television €» A couch is a piece 
of furniture that people sit on. e The 
remote control television was invented for 
couch potatoes. 


counsel 

keep your own counsel s/ightly formal 
to not tell other people about your 
opinions or plans « He was a quiet man 
who kept his own counsel. 


count 


be out for the count 
to be sleeping deeply Æ When boxers 
(= men who fight as a sport) are still not 
conscious after ten seconds have been 
counted they are described as ‘out for the 
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count’, e J was out for the count so I didn't 
hear any of it going on. 

counter 

over the counter 
if atype of medicine is available over the 
counter you can buy it without the 
permission of a doctor * You can't buy 
antibiotics over the counter — they're a 
prescription drug. 
over-the-counter ¢ (always before noun) 
Many over-the-counter painkillers contain 
paracetamol. 

under the counter 
if something is bought or sold under the 
counter it is bought or sold secretly or in 
a way that is not legal e Many of his books 
are banned and only available under the 
counter. 


country 

go to the country British & Australian, 
slightly formal 
if a government or the leader of a 
government goes to the country, they 
have an election « The Prime Minister has 
decided to go to the country next spring. 

coup de grace 

a coup de grace formal 
an action or event which ends or destroys 
something that is gradually becoming 
worse » Jane's affair delivered the coup de 
gráce to her failing marriage. 

courage 

have the courage of your convictions 
to have the confidence to do or say what 
you think is right even when other people 
disagree * Have the courage of your 
convictions — don't go out to work if you 
feel your children need you at home. 

screw up your courage 
to force yourself to be brave and do 
something that makes you nervous Ħ She 
screwed up her courage and asked to see 
the manager. 

course 

be on course for sth 

be on course to do sth 
to be very likely to succeed at something 
* If he keeps playing like this, Henman is 
on course for his third victory. 
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run its course 
if something runs its course, it continues 
naturally until it has finished * Many 
people believe that feminism has run its 
course. * The doctor insisted I rest for a few 
days while the infection ran its course. 
stay the course 
to continue to do something that is 
difficult or takes a long time until it is 
finished e Giving up smoking won't be 
easy — you must be prepared to stay the 
course. 


court 

hold court humorous 
to get a lot of attention from a group of 
people by talking in a way that is 
entertaining, especially on social 
occasions € In the past, a king or queen 
held court when they talked to the people 
who gave them advice. * You'll find Mick 
holding court in the kitchen. 

laugh sth/sb out of court 
to refuse to think seriously about an idea, 
belief or a possibility * (usually passive) 
At the meeting, her proposal was laughed 
out of court. + Anyone who had made such 
a ludicrous suggestion would have been 
laughed out of court 


Coventry 

send sb to Coventry British, informal 
if a group of people send someone to 
Coventry, they refuse to speak to them, 
usually in order to punish them * The 
other workers sent him to Coventry for not 
supporting the strike. 


cover 

cover your back British, American & 
Australian 

cover your ass American & Australian, 
very informal 
to make sure that you cannot be blamed 
or criticized later for something you have 
done * The race organizers cover their 
backs by saying they can't take 
responsibility for any injuries. + I'm 
gonna cover my ass and get written 
permission before I go. 

blow sb's cover 
to let people know secret information 
about who someone is or what someone 
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is doing * Someone recognised him and 
phoned the newspapers, which blew his 
cover. 

cow 

have a cow American 
to be very worried, upset, or angry about 
something * I thought he was going to 
have a cow when I told him I'd lost his key. 

cows 

until the cows come home X 
for a very long time « We could talk about 
this problem until the cows come home, 
but it wouldn't solve anything. 


crack 


have/take a crack at sth 
to try to do something although you are 
not certain that you will succeed « He 
didn't win the tennis championships, but 
he plans to have another crack at it next 
year: 
get a crack at sth * Don't worry, you'll all 
get a crack at using the camera. 


cracked 


cracking 
Get cracking! informal >X 
something that you say in order to tell 
someone to hurry * Get cracking! We're 
leaving in 5 minutes. 


cracks 

fall/slip through the cracks >< 
to get lost or be forgotten, especially 
within a system e It seems that important 
information given to the police may have 
fallen through the cracks. 

paper/smooth over the cracks 
to hide problems or faults, especially 
arguments between people, in order to 


craw 


make a situation seem better than it 
really is *« The two-party coalition has so 
far been successful in papering over the 
cracks. * (sometimes + in) I'm tired of 
smoothing over the cracks in our 
marriage —I want a divorce! 

cradle : 

from the cradle to the grave A 
during the whole of your life e Free 
medical care might not be with us from the 
cradle to the grave, as we once hoped. 


cradle-robber 


a cradle-robber American, humorous 
someone who has a romantic or sexual 
relationship with a much younger 
partner e He's a cradle-robber. He married 
a 16-year-old and he's nearly 30! 
rob the cradle American, humorous 
* People are always telling her she's 
robbing the cradle. She's ten years older 
than Joe. 


cradle-snatcher 


a cradle-snatcher British & Australian, 
humorous 
someone who has a romantic or sexual 
relationship with a much younger 
partner e He's three years younger than 
you? You cradle-snatcher! 
cradle-snatching British & Australian, 
humorous ¢ Pete's new girlfriend’s only 15. 
I'd call that cradle-snatching. 


crap 

Cut the crap! very informal x 
an impolite way of telling someone to 
stop saying things that are not true or not 
important ¢ Just cut the crap, will you, 
and tell me what really happened last 
night. 

crash 


crash and burn American & Australian, AC 
informal 
to fail suddenly and completely « While 
the big companies merge, the small 
companies crash and burn. 


craw 


stick in your craw 
1 old-fashioned if a situation or someone’s 
behaviour sticks in your craw, it annoys 
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you, usually because you think it is 
wrong * J do lots of jobs in the house but 
my brother says I'm lazy, and that really 
sticks in my craw. 

2 Australian if someone sticks in your 
craw, they annoy you » She sticks in my 
craw every time I have to deal with her. 


crazy 


like crazy informal 
if you do something like crazy, you do ita 
lot or very quickly * We'll have to work 
like crazy to finish the decorating by the 
weekend. 


cream 


the cream of the crop 
the best of a particular group * These 
artists are the best of this year's graduates 
- the cream of the crop. 


creature 


creature comforts 
things that make life more comfortable 
and pleasant, such as hot water and good 
food * I hate camping. I can't do without 
my creature comforts. 


credibility 


a credibility gap 
a difference between what someone says 
about a situation and what you know or 
see is true * There's a credibility gap 
developing between me and my builders. 
This is the third week they've told me 
they'll finish by Friday. 


creek 

be up the creek (without a paddle) 
informal 

be up shit creek (without a paddle) very 
informal 
to be in a very difficult situation that you 
are not able to improve * Jf the car breaks 
down we're really up the creek. « He'll be 
up shit creek unless he finds the money to 
pay off his loan. 


crème de la creme 

the crème de la crème 
the best people or things in a group or of 
a particular type » (often + of) The crème 
de la créme of young designers will be 


showing their collections at London 
Fashion Week. 


crest 


be on the crest of a wave 

to be very successful so that many good 
things happen to you very quickly « The 
band are currently on the crest of a wave, 
with a new album and a concert tour 
planned for next year. 

ride the crest of a wave * (usually in 
continuous tenses) Our local team are 
riding the crest of a wave with their third 
win this season. 


cricket 


It's/That's (just) not cricket! British & 
Australian, humorous 
something that you say when you think 
something someone has said or done is 
not right or not fair « You can't make me 
do the washing up after I did all the 
cooking — it's just not cricket! 


crime 


Crime doesn't pay. 
something that you say which means if 
you do something illegal you will 
probably be caught and punished » Police 
arrests are being given maximum 
publicity as a reminder that crime doesn't 
pay. 


crisp 


be burnt to a crisp mainly British 

be burned to a crisp mainly American 
to be very burnt * By the time I 
remembered the pizza was in the oven, it 
was burnt to a crisp. x 


crock 


be a crock of shit American & Australian, 
taboo x 
to be stupid or not true « He says he's not 
to blame? What a crock of shit. 


crocodile 


shed/weep crocodile tears 
to show sadness that is not sincere 
£» Some stories say that crocodiles cry 
while they are eating what they have 


85 


attacked. • Political leaders shed crocodile 
tears while allowing the war to continue. 


cropper 

come a cropper 

1 British, informal to fall to the ground 
* Supermodel Naomi Campbell came a 
cropper last week on the catwalk of a 
Paris fashion show. 

2 British, informal to make a mistake or to 
have something bad happen to you which 
makes you less successful than before 
* The leading actor came a cropper when 
he forgot his lines halfway through the 
second act. 


cross 

a cross (sb has) to bear British & 
Australian 

a cross (sb has) to carry American & 
Australian 
an unpleasant situation or responsibility 
that you must accept because you cannot 
change it £» In the past, criminals were 
made to carry crosses as a form of 
punishment. + Someone has to look after 
mother and because I live the closest it's a 
cross I have to bear. 
Everyone has their cross to bear. * J 
hate my red hair and pale skin, but 
everyone has their cross to bear. 


crossed 


get your lines/wires crossed 

if two people get their lines crossed, they 
do not understand each other correctly 
Æ When telephone lines get crossed, a 
mistake is made and you are connected to 
the wrong person. « Somehow we got our 
lines crossed because I'd got the 23rd 
written down in my diary and Jenny had 
the 16th. 


cross-purposes 


crying 


crow 


as the crow flies 
if the distance between two places is 
measured as the crow flies, it is measured 
as a straight line between the two places 
* 'How far is it from Cambridge to 
London?’ About 50 miles as the crow flies.’ 


crowd-puller 


a crowd-puller British & Australian 
something or someone that many people 
are keen to go and see * This year’s final 
will be a major crowd-puller. 


crows 

Stone the crows! British & Australian, 
informal, old-fashioned 
something that you say in order to show 
that you are very surprised * So she's a 
film director now. Well, stone the crows! 


cruel 

You have to be cruel to be kind. 
something that you say when you do 
something to someone that will upset 
them now because you think it will help 
them in the future e J told her she's just 
not good enough to be a professional 
dancer — sometimes you have to be cruel to 
be kind. 


crunch 


if/when it comes to the crunch 
if you talk about what someone will do if 
it comes to the crunch, you mean what 
they will do if a situation becomes 
serious or they have to make an 
important decision * /f it comes to the 
crunch, will she play well enough to win? 


cry-baby 

a cry-baby informal 
someone, usually a child, who cries too 
easily and too often * Don't be such a cry- 
baby - I hardly touched you. 


crying 

For crying out loud! informal >< 
something that you say when you are 
annoyed » For crying out loud! Can't you 
leave me alone even for a minute! 

It's a crying shame! 
something that you say when you think a 
situation is wrong * (often + that) It’s a 
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crying shame that she only gets one 
month's maternity leave. 

It's no good/use crying over spilt milk. 

There's no point crying over spilt milk. 
something that you say which means you 
should not get upset about something bad 
that has happened that you cannot 
change e Sometimes I regret not taking 
that job in London. Oh well, there's no 
point crying over spilt milk. 


cud 

chew the cud informal 
to think about something carefully and 
for along time e He sat chewing the cud all 
morning. 


cudgels 


take up the cudgels for sb/sth British & 
Australian 

take up the cudgels on behalf of sb/sth 
British & Australian 
to argue strongly in support of someone 
or something Æ A cudgel is a short, 
heavy stick which is used as a weapon. 
* Relatives have taken up the cudgels for 
two British women accused of murder. 
opposite take up the cudgels against 
sb/sth British & Australian 
* Environmental groups have taken up 
the cudgels against multinational 
companies. 


culture 


a culture shock 
feelings of being confused or surprised 
that you have when you are in a country 
or social group that is very different from 
your own * The first time she went to 
Japan, Isabel got a huge culture shock. 

a culture vulture humorous 
someone who is very keen to see and 
experience art, theatre, literature, music 
etc. + She's a bit of a culture vulture. 
She'll only visit places that have at least 
one art gallery. 


cup We 

not be sb’s cup oftea ^^ 
if someone or something is not your cup 
of tea, you do not like them or you are not 
interested in them ¢ Jf Yeats isn't your 


cup of tea, why not try some of the more 
contemporary Irish poets? 


cupboard 


cupboard love British & Australian 
love that you give in order to get 
something from someone ¢ I suspected all 
along it was just cupboard love, and what 
she really liked about him was his car. 


cups 

be in your cups old-fashioned 
to be very drunk ¢ When he was in his 
cups he would recite lines of poetry in a 
loud voice. 


curate 


a curate's egg British 

something which has both good and bad 
parts © A curate is a priest. There is a 
joke about a curate who was given a bad 
egg and said that parts of the egg were 
good because he did not want to offend 
the person who gave it to him. « Queen's 
College is something of a curate's egg, 
with elegant Victorian buildings 
alongside some of the ugliest modern 
architecture. 


curiosity 

Curiosity killed the cat. 
something that you say in order to warn 
someone not to ask too many questions 
about something « ‘Why are you going 
away so suddenly?’ ‘Curiosity killed the 
cat.’ 


curl 
want to curl up and die 
to feel very embarrassed about 


something that you have said or done * 7 
spilt coffee all over their precious new rug 
and I just wanted to curl up and die. 


curtain 


the curtain comes down on sth 

the curtain falls on sth 
if the curtain comes down on something, 
especially a period of time, it ends €» In 
a theatre the large curtains above the 
stage are brought down at the end of a 
performance. e Last night, the curtain 
came down on 14 years of Tory rule. 
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curtains 

it's curtains informal 
something that you say when you believe 
something will end or someone will have 
to stop doing something * (usually + for) 
If audience figures don't improve, it's 
curtains for DJ Mike Hamilton. 


curve 


throw (sb) a curve (ball) American & 
Australian, informal 
to surprise someone with something that 
is difficult or unpleasant to deal with 
* The weather threw a curve at their 
barbecue and they had to eat indoors. 


cut 


cut a fine figure British, American & 
Australian, old-fashioned 

cut a dash British, old-fashioned 
if someone cuts a fine figure, people 
admire their appearance, usually 
because they are wearing attractive 
clothes ù Giles cut a fine figure in his black 
velvet suit. « Lucy cut a dash in her purple 
satin ballgown. 

cut and run 
to avoid a difficult situation by leaving 
suddenly * When his business started to 
fail, he decided to cut and run, rather than 
face financial ruin. 

the cut and thrust of sth 
lively discussion or activity *« James 
enjoys the cut and thrust of debating. 

be a cut above sth/sb 
to be better than other things or people 
* This dark chocolate contains 70% cocoa 
solids. It's a cut above ordinary chocolate. 


cutting 


* Our new luxury apartments are a cut 
above the rest. 

be cut from the same cloth 
to be very similar * Despite differences in 
age and in experience, these two great 
writers are cut from the same cloth. 

can't cut the mustard British, American 
& Australian 

can't cut it British 
if you can't cut the mustard, you cannot 
deal with problems or difficulties ¢ If she 
can't cut the mustard, we'll have to find 
someone else to do the job. 


cut-and-dried 

cut-and-dried 

1 if a decision or agreement is cut-and- 
dried, it is final and will not be changed 
* Although a deal has been agreed, it is not 
yet cut-and-dried. 

2 if a subject, situation, or idea is cut-and- 
dried, it is clear and easy to understand 
* The human rights issue is by no means 
cut-and-dried. 


cute 


be as cute as a button American & 
Australian 
to be very attractive « At 14, she was as 
cute as a button and the boys were starting 
to notice her. 


cutting 


at/on the cutting edge ; 
in the area of a subject or activity where 
the most recent changes and 
developments are happening * (often + 
of) New, young, Italian designers are at 
the cutting edge of fashion. 
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dab 


be a dab hand British & Australian 
to be very good at an activity e (often + at) 
You should get Ann to have a look at that. 
She's a dab hand at getting stains out of 
clothes. * (often + with) I hear you're a 
dab hand with the paintbrush. (= you are 
good at painting) 


daft 


be as daft as a brush British, informal 
if someone is as daft as a brush, they 
behave in a very silly way * I remember 
him as a kid and he was as daft as a brush 
then. 


daggers 


be at daggers drawn British & 

Australian 

if two people or groups are at daggers 
drawn, they are angry and ready to fight 
or argue with each other © A dagger isa 
sharp pointed knife that was used in the 
past as a weapon. » (often + with) Local 
residents are at daggers drawn with the 
council over rubbish collection. * (often + 
over) The two countries have several 
times been at daggers drawn over the 
future of the island. 


look daggers at sb 
to look very angrily at someone « I 
suddenly noticed David looking daggers 
at meand thought I'd better shut up. 


damn 


be damned if you do and damned if you 

don't 

if you say that someone is damned if 
they do and damned if they don't, you 
mean they will be criticized whatever 
they do *« When it comes to removing 
children from parents suspected of abuse, 
social workers are damned if they do and 
damned if they don't. 


damp 

a damp squib British & Australian 
an event which people think will be 
exciting but which is disappointing when 
it happens ÆA squib is a type of 
firework (- a small container filled with 
chemicals which explodes to produce 
bright lights and loud noises) and if it 
becomes wet, it will not explode. * The 
party turned out to be a bit of a damp 
squib. Half the people who'd been invited 
didn't turn up. 

damper 

put a damper/dampener on sth 
to stop an occasion from being enjoyable 
Æ A damper is a device used on piano 
strings to make the sound less loud. 
* Steve lost his wallet so that rather put a 
damper on the evening. « We were both ill 
while we were in Boston, which put a bit of 
a dampener on things. 


dance 

lead sb a (merry) dance old-fashioned 
to confuse someone or to cause problems 
for them by deceiving them or behaving 
in a way that they cannot understand 
* She's led us a merry dance over the plans 
for the party. 

dark 

a dark horse >< 

1 British & Australian, humorous a person 
who does not tell other people about their 
ideas or skills and who surprises people 
by doing something that they do not 
expect ¢ I didn't know Linda had written a 
novel. She’s a bit of a dark horse, isn't she? 

2 a person who wins a race or competition 
although no one expected them to 
* (sometimes + for) 17-year-old Karen 
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Pickering could also be a dark horse for 
(=she could win) a medal in the European 
Championships. 
dark-horse American * (always before 
noun) She's a dark-horse candidate for 
the position of company director. 


keep/leave sb in the dark to not tell 

someone about something « She claims 
she knew nothing about the deal and was 
deliberately kept in the dark. 


keep sth dark 
to keep something secret e If he did know 
that Anna was leaving, he certainly kept it 
dark. 


darkest 


The darkest hour is just before the 
dawn. 
something that you say which means a 
bad situation often seems worse just 
before it improves e There's still a chance 
she might recover. The darkest hour is just 
before the dawn. 


Davy Jones 


Davy Jones's locker humorous 
the bottom of the sea « No one knows how 
many wrecked ships there are in Davy 
Jones’s locker. 


day 


day in, day out X 

day in and day out . 
if you do something day in, day out, you 
do it every day over a long period, often 
causing it to become boring * Life can 
become very tedious if you do the same 
work day in, day out. « Dave wore the same 
tie day in and day out. 


the day of reckoning 
the time when an unpleasant situation 
has to be dealt with, or the time when you 
are punished or criticized for the things 
you have done wrong £» In the Bible, the 


day 


day of reckoning is the day at the end of 
the world when God will judge everyone. 
* Taking out a further loan to cover your 
debts will only postpone the day of 
reckoning. 
be all in a day's work 

if something difficult or strange is all in 
a day's work for someone, it is a usual 
part of their job e» (often + for) Drinking 
champagne with Hollywood stars is all in 
a day's work for top celebrity reporter 
Gloria Evans. e We worked in blizzard 
conditions to restore all the power lines, 
but it's all in a day's work. 


be as clear/plain as day 
to be obvious or easy to see « She's in love 
with him — it's as plain as day. 

call it a day informal >< 
to stop doing something, especially 
working * After playing together for 20 
years the band have finally decided to call 
ita day. * It’s almost midnight — I think it's 
time to call it a day. 

carry the day 

1 to win a war or a fight « At the beginning 
of the American Civil War many 
southerners believed their soldiers and 
statesmen would carry the day. 

2 if you carry the day, you persuade people 
to support your ideas or opinions, or if a 
particular idea carries the day, it is 
accepted by a group of people *« The 
Republicans carried the day in the dispute 
over the new jet fighter. « Her argument in 
favour of pay increases eventually carried 
the day. 


Don't give up the day job! humorous 
something that you say to someone who 
is performing in order to tell them that 
you do not think they are very good at it 
* ‘What did you think of my singing, 
then?’ ‘Er, don't give up the day job! 

get/have your day in court American & 
Australian 
to get an opportunity to give your 
opinion on something or to explain your 
actions after they have been criticized 
* She was fiercely determined to get her 
day in court and the TV interview would 
give it to her. 
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have had its/your day / ^ 
to be much less popular than before « The 
general view in the country is that 
socialism has had its day. « She was a best- 
selling author in the 1950s and 60s, but I 
think she's had her day. 


in this day and age 
in modern times * She said she was 
appalled that so much injustice could exist 
in this day and age. 


make sb’s day . 
to make someone very happy * Go on, tell 
him you like his jacket. It’ll make his day! 
* I was so pleased to hear from Peter. It 
really made my day. 


name the day X 
to announce when you plan to do 
something important, especially get 
married ¢ Have you and Chris named the 
day yet? 


save the day ZA 
to do something that solves a serious 
problem e Schwarzenegger saves the day 
by arriving just in time to shoot the 
kidnappers and rescue the hostages. 


seize the day formal 
to use an opportunity to do something 
that you want and not to worry about the 
future *« Seize the day, young man. You 
may never get the chance to embark on 
such an adventure again. 


take each day as it comes 

take it one day at a time 
to deal with things as they happen, and 
not to make plans or to worry about the 
future « I’ve lived through a lot of 
changes recently, but I've learnt to take 
each day as it comes. 


That'll be the day! 
something that you say in order to show 
you think an event or action is not likely 
to happen * A pay rise? That'll be the day! 


win the day 
if you win the day, you persuade people to 
support your ideas or opinions, or if a 
particular idea wins the day, it is 
accepted by a group of people « By the end 
of the meeting it became clear that the 
radicals had won the day. * I was pleased 


to hear that common sense had won the 
day and the proposal had been accepted. 
daylights 

beat/knock the (living) daylights out of 
sb 
to hit someone very hard many times 
* I'll knock the living daylights out of him 
if I catch him doing it again! 

frighten/scare the (living) daylights out 
of sb 
to frighten someone very much * Don't 
come up behind me like that. You scared 
the living daylights out of me! 

days 

Sb's/sth's days are numbered 
if someone's or something's days are 
numbered, they will not exist for much 
longer * As our local cinema struggles to 
survive, it seems clear that its days are 
numbered. 

I've never [felt/heard/seen etc.] sth in all 
my (born) days! old-fashioned 
something that you say when you are 
shocked or very surprised by something 
* There were two men kissing in the street. 
I've never seen anything like it in all my 
born days! 

Those were the days! \ 
something that you say which means life 
was better at the time in the past that you 
are talking about « We had no money but 
we were young and madly in love. Oh, 
those were the days! 

day-to-day 

day-to-day Š 
a day-to-day activity is one of the things 
that you have to do every day, usually as a 
part of your work e (always before noun) 
It's Sheila who's responsible for the day-to- 
day running of the school. 


dead 


Dead men tell no tales. 
something that you say which means 
people who are dead cannot tell secrets e I 
suspect they killed him because he knew 
too much. Dead men tell no tales. 

a dead duck 

1 British, American & Australian, informal 
something or someone that is not 
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successful or useful « T'he project was a 
dead duck from the start due to a lack of 
funding. + My first agent turned out to bea 
bit of a dead duck and he failed to find me 
any work. 

2 American & Australian, | informal 
someone who is going to be punished 
severely for something they have done 
* If Dad finds out you used the car, you'll 
bea dead duck. _ 

adeadend >< 
a situation in which no progress can be 
made Æ A dead end is also a road which 
is closed at one end and does not lead 
anywhere. « Negotiators have reached a 
dead end in their attempts to find a 
peaceful solution to the crisis. 
dead-end » (always before noun) He 
found himself stuck in a low-paid, dead- 
end job. « She moved to London to escape 
from a dead-end relationship. 

a dead weight 

1 if someone is a dead weight, they are 
very heavy and difficult to carry, often 
because they are not conscious « Tom 
was a dead weight and her muscles ached 
as she carried him upstairs. 

2 something or someone who prevents 
other people from making progress + We 
must free ourselves from the dead weight 
of history. * She's just a dead weight on the 
business at the moment. 

the dead hand of sth 
something that stops progress from 
being made * Economic development has 
been held back by the dead hand of 
bureaucracy. 

be a dead cert British & Australian, 
informal 
to be certain to happen or to be certain to 
achieve something * (often + for) He'sa 
dead cert for an Oscar nomination. 

be a dead loss 

1 informal if something or someone is a 
dead loss, they disappoint you because 
they are of bad quality or because they 
are not able to do what you want them to 
do * The meeting was a dead loss. We 
didn't come to a single decision. « He may 
have been a great poet, but he was a dead 
loss as a husband. 


dead 


2 informal to be very bad at a particular 
activity or subject *« (sometimes + at) J 
was an absolute dead loss at sport when I 
was at school. 


be a dead ringer for sb/sth 
to look very similar to someone or 
something « He's a dead ringer for Bono 
from U2 — people often come up to him in 
the street and ask for his autograph. 

be as dead as a doornail informal 
to be dead * I found the fish, dead as a 
doornail, floating on the surface of the 
water. 

be dead and buried 
to be ended completely « As far as I'm 
concerned the matter's dead and buried. 
* I won't rest until fascism is dead and 
buried in this country. 

be dead from the neck up humorous 
if a person is dead from the neck up, they 
are very stupid * Her last boyfriend was 
dead from the neck up. 

be dead from the waist down humorous 
if someone is dead from the waist down, 
they do not experience sexual excitement 
* It's no good flirting with him — he's dead 
from the waist down. 

be dead meat American & Australian, 
informal 
if you say that someone is dead meat, you 
mean that they will be punished severely 
for something they have done « You touch 
any of my things again and you're dead 
meat! 

be dead on your feet 
to be very tired » J’ve spent the whole day 
cleaning the house and I'm dead on my 
feet. 

be dead to the world 
to be sleeping very deeply * Guy was 
curled up on the sofa, dead to the world. 

be the dead spit of sb British 
to look very much like someone else 
* He's the dead spit of this bloke I used to 
know. 

come back from the dead 

rise from the dead 
to become successful or popular again 
after a period of not being successful or 
popular « This was a company that had 
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risen from the dead under the new 
direction of Tom Wiles. 


cut sb dead 
to ignore someone when you see them or 
when they speak to you because you are 
angry with them or do not like them * J 
asked her about it in the meeting and she 
just cut me dead. 


Drop dead! very informal 
a rude way of telling someone that you 
are very angry at something they have 
just said or done * A guy started hassling 
me while I was ordering drinks at the bar; 
so I told him to drop dead. 


in the dead of night/winter X 
in the middle of the night or in the 
middle of winter « The fire broke out in 
the dead of night. 


knock them/'em dead informal 
to perform so well or to look so attractive 
that other people admire you a lot « You'll 
knock them dead at the party tonight in 
your new black dress! * (often an order) 
Just go out there tonight and knock 'em 
dead! 


over my dead body 

if you say that something will happen 

over your dead body, you mean that you 
will do everything you can to prevent it 
e ‘Josh says he's going to buy a motor bike." 
‘Over my dead body!’ « If they cut down 
those trees, they'll do it over my dead body. 


Dead is used in the following phrases 
connected with people or things that 


are not useful, effective, or successful. 


dead wood 
people in a group or organization who 
are not useful any more and who need to 


be removed e There's a lot of dead wood in 
the team which needs to be cleared out. 


a dead letter 
an agreement or a law which still exists 
but which people do not obey or which is 
not effective any more « The ceasefire 
agreement was a dead letter as soon as it 
was signed since neither side had any 
intention of keeping to it. 


be as dead as a dodo informal 
if something is as dead as a dodo, it is not 
important or popular any more Æ The 
dodo was a large bird which could not fly 
and which does not exist any more. « Who 
cares about socialism any more? 
Socialism’s as dead as a dodo. 


be dead in the water 
if something is dead in the water, it has 
failed, and it seems impossible that it will 
be successful in the future e So how does a 
government revive an economy that is 
dead in the water? 


flog a dead horse British, American & 
Australian SE 

beat a dead horse American 
to waste time trying to do something that 
will not succeed ¢ (usually in continuous 
tenses) You're flogging a dead horse 
trying to persuade Simon to come to Spain 
with us — he hates going abroad. « Do you 
think it's worth sending my manuscript to 
other publishers or I am just beating a 
dead horse? 


deaf 


be as deaf as a post British, American & 
Australian, informal 

be as deaf as a doorknob/doornail 
Australian 
to be completely deaf è She's 89 and as 
deaf as a post. 

fall on deaf ears ^ 
if a request or advice falls on deaf ears, 
people ignore it e Appeals to release the 
hostages fell on deaf ears. « Warnings that 
sunbathing can lead to skin cancer have 
largely fallen on deaf ears in Britain. 

turn a deaf ear 


to ignore someone when they complain 
or ask for something ¢ (often + to) In the 
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past they've tended to turn a deaf ear to 
such requests. 


deal 


cut a deal American x 
to make an agreement or an 
arrangement with someone, especially in 
business or politics * The property 
developer tried to cut a deal with us to get 
usout of the building. 


What's the deal? informal >< 
something that you say in order to ask 
someone to explain what they have been 
doing or what they are planning to do 
* 'You haven't been at work all week — 
what's the deal?’ « So, what's the deal - are 
we going out to dinner? 


dear 


a Dear John letter humorous 
aletter that you send to a man telling him 
you want to end a romantic relationship 
with him ¢ J’ve always thought Dear John 
letters a cowardly way of ending a 
relationship. 

cost sb dear 
if something that someone does, 
especially something stupid, costs them 
dear, it causes them a lot of problems 
* Later that year he attacked a 
photographer, an incident that cost him 
dear: 

hang/hold on (to sth/sb) for dear life 
to hold something or someone as tightly 
as you can in order to avoid falling « J sat 
behind Gary on the bike and hung on for 
dear life as we sped off. + A rope was passed 
down and she held on to it for dear life as 
she was pulled to safety. 


death 

a death trap 
a building, road, or vehicle which is very 
dangerous and which could cause people 
to die « The whole house was a death trap 
with faulty gas fires, broken stairs, and 
bad wiring. + The road becomes a death 
trap in icy weather. 

be at death's door informal 
to be nearly dead * Don’t exaggerate, it 
was only flu — you were hardly at death’s 
door: 


death 


be done to death informal 
if a particular style or subject is done to 
death, it is used or discussed so many 
times that it is not interesting any more 
* The military look was done to death in 
last season's fashion shows. 


You'll catch your death (of cold)! 

informal 

something that you say to warn someone 
that they will become ill if they go 
outside while they are wet or wearing too 
few clothes * You can't go out dressed like 
that in this weather — you'll catch your 
death of cold! 


dice with death 
to do something very dangerous * (often 
in continuous tenses) You're dicing with 
death driving at that sort of speed on icy 
roads. 


flog sth to death British, American & 
Australian, informal x 

beat sth to death American 
to use a particular style or to discuss a 
particular subject so many times that it 
is not interesting any more ¢ He basically 
takes one theme and flogs it to death for 
three hundred and fifty pages. « No 
sporting event is beaten to death more 
than the Sugar Bowl - it is analyzed again 


and again by the commentators. 
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like death (warmed up) British & 
Australian 

like death (warmed over) American 
if you feel or look like death warmed up, 
you feel or look very ill « J wish I'd got to 
bed earlier last night — I feel like death 
warmed up. * The poor guy looked like 
death warmed over. 

to death 

if someone is worried or bored to death, 

they are very worried or bored * Why 

didn't you ring and say you were going to 
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be late? I was worried to death. « You must 
be bored to death, sitting here all day with 
nothing to do. 


Death is used in the following phrases 
connected with things that fail or end. 


a death blow ^ 
an action or an event which causes 
something to end or fail *« (usually + to) 
This renewed outbreak of fighting has 
been seen as a death blow to any chance for 
peace. * The scandal dealt a death blow 
to (= ended) his political ambitions. 


die a death British 

die a natural death American & 
Australian 
to fail and end * The principle of free 
health care for everyone is likely to die a 
death in the next ten years. * The play, like 
so many others, died a natural death after 
only one week. 


sign your own death warrant 

to do something which will stop you from 
being successful 45 A death warrant is 
an official document which orders 
someone to be killed as a punishment. 
* The company signed its own death 
warrant by choosing to remain 
independent rather than going into 
partnership. 

sign sth's death warrant to cause an 
organization or an activity to fail or end 
* The cancellation of the multi-million 
dollar order signed the company's death 
warrant. 


sound/toll the death knell 
to cause an organization, system, or 
activity to fail or end Æ A knell is the 
sound of a bell being rung slowly to tell 
people that someone has died. » (often + 
for) The new superstore will sound the 
death knell for hundreds of small 
independent shops. « (sometimes + of) 
The closure of the local car factory tolled 
the death knell of the town. 
the death knell the reason why 
something fails and ends « (often + for) 
Computer-operated machinery has been 
seen as the death knell for traditional 
skills. 


deck 


on deck 

1 American & Australian if someone is on 
deck, they are present and ready to do 
something » Bill's batting next — tell him 
to get on deck. + Ann, if you can be on deck 
at 9.00 I'll give you a lift to the meeting. 

2 Australian, informal alive « Don't tell me 
old Bill's still on deck. I thought he died 
years ago. 

stack the deck mainly American 
to arrange something in a way that is not 
fair in order to achieve what you want 
> This phrase comes from the idea of 
arranging a set of cards in a card game so 
that you will win. « The manager stacked 
the deck in Joe's favor so he got the 
promotion. 


decks 

clear the decks informal 
to finish dealing with what you are doing 
So that you can start to do something 
more important Æ If navy officers clear 
the decks they prepare a ship for war. 
* His company is clearing the decks for 
major new investment in the Far East. 


deep f 

deep down X 
if you know or feel something deep down, 
you are certain that it is true or you feel it 
strongly although you do not admit it or 
show it « Deep down, she knew that what 
she was doing was wrong. ¢ He tried to 
convince himself that he was enjoying his 
job, but deep down he was really 
miserable. 


deep pockets 
if an organization or a person has deep 
pockets, they have a lot of money 
* Anyone who tries to help that company 
will need deep pockets — it is nearly 
bankrupt. 


get into deep water to become involved 
in a difficult situation * I think we're 
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getting into deep water here talking about noun) Edwards has established himself 
gender issues. asthe de facto leader of the group. 

be in too deep informal de facto formal « The United Nations has 
to be so involved in a situation or recognized de facto the country as 
relationship that you are unable to stop independent. 
being involved » I knew I should leave him déjà vu 


but I was in too deep. déjà vu 
dig deep the strange feeling that you have already 
to use a lot of your own money to pay for seen or experienced something « As I 


something « Church members dug deep walked into the house, I had a strange 
into their pockets to pay for a new roof. sense of déjà vu. 

e The city will have to dig deep if it wants 
to host the next Olympics. 


go off the deep end informal 


delusions 
delusions of grandeur X 


to suddenly become very angry or upset 
and start shouting at someone *« One 
minute we were having a perfectly 
reasonable discussion and the next minute 
you just went off the deep end! 
go/run deep 
if a feeling or a problem goes deep, it is 
very strong or serious and has existed for 
a long time * Feelings of anger went deep 
on both sides. « Underlying problems in 
the company run deep and it is unlikely 
that a new director will be able to solve 
them. 


jump in at the deep end to start a new 
job or activity without being prepared for 
it e Philips is jumping in at the deep end, 
acting as captain in his first match with 
the team. 


deep-six 

deep-six sb/sth American, informal 

to get rid of someone or something 
* They want to deep-six the project because 
it's costing too much money. 


de facto 

de facto formal 

a de facto situation is one which exists or 
is true although it has not been officially 
accepted or agreed » (always before 


the belief that you are much more 
important or powerful than you really 
are * Young bands sometimes get 
delusions of grandeur after their first 
number one hit. 


demon 

the demon drink humorous 
a way of referring to alcohol when you 
are talking about the unpleasant effects 
it can have « My grandfather used to 
lecture us about the dangers of the demon 
drink. 

den 

beard sb in their den 

beard the lion in their den 
to visit an important person in the place 
where they work, in order to tell or ask 
them something unpleasant « A group of 
Journalists bearded the director in his den 
to ask how he was going to deal with the 
crisis. « Who's going to beard the lion in 
her den and explain what's gone wrong? 


dent 

make a dent in sth British, American & 
Australian 

put a dent in sth American 
to reduce the amount or level of 
something * The roof repairs made quite 
a dent in our savings. * (often negative) 
Police efforts have hardly put a dent in the 
level of drug trafficking on the streets. 


department 


not be sb's department informal 
if something is not your department, you 
are not responsible for dealing with it or 
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you do not know much about it e As 
regards getting your computer fixed, 
you'll have to ask someone else — I'm 
afraid it's not my department. * In general 
doctors don't know much about nutrition: 
that's not their department. 

opposite be sb's department informal 
e I've chosen the paint and wallpaper, but 
the actual job of decorating is Neil's 
department. 


depth 


depths 

plumb the depths 

1 to experience extreme sadness ¢ (usually 
+ of) His wife left him in May and during 
the following months he plumbed the 
depths of despair. 

2to understand something in detail, 
especially something that is difficult to 
understand » (usually + of) In hypnosis 
we plumb the depths of the unconscious. 

3 if something that someone does or says 
plumbs the depths, it is very bad » (often 
+ of) I read one review which said the 
show plumbed the depths of tastelessness. 
plumb new depths to become even 
worse than before « Man's inhumanity to 
man has plumbed new depths in this 
conflict. * Industrial relations had 
plumbed new depths, even for Hackney, 
with a series of disputes and strikes. 

sink to such depths 
to behave very badly * I find it hard to 
believe that human beings could sink to 
such depths. 


de rigeur 

de rigeur formal 
if something is de rigeur, it is necessary 
if you want to be thought fashionable or 
if you want to follow a custom Leather 


jackets and jeans are still de rigeur for 
hard rock fans. 


designated 


a designated driver American 
one person in a group who agrees not to 
drink alcohol in order to drive the other 
people to and from a place where they 
will drink alcohol « Tom said he'd be the 
designated driver when we go out tonight. 


have designs on sb 
to want to have a sexual relationship 
with someone * She suspected that Helen 
had designs on her husband. 


have designs on sth 
to want to have something and to plan to 
get it « I knew that David had designs on 
my half of the business. 


de trop 


de trop formal 
more than is needed or wanted * (always 
after verb) I thought his comments at the 
meeting were a little de trop. 


deus ex machina 


a deus ex machina formal 
a way of ending a play or event that 
seems false and that involves problems 
being dealt with too easily « Shakespeare 
produces a very unsatisfying deus ex 
machina in ‘The Winter's Tale’ when a 
statue of the queen comes to life. 


devil 


The devil finds work for idle hands. 
something that you say which means 
people who have no work or activity are 
more likely to do things they should not 
do, such as commit crimes * There's 
plenty more tidying to do if you've 
finished the bedroom. The devil finds work 
for idle hands. 


(let) the devil take the hindmost old- 
fashioned 
something that you say to mean that you 
should only think about yourself and 
your own success and not care about 
other people » You've got to be tough to 
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survive in this business — grab what you 
can and let the devil take the hindmost. 


better the devil you know (than the 

devil you don't) 

something that you say to mean it is 
better to deal with a person or thing you 
know, even if you do not like them, than 
to deal with a new person or thing who 
could be even worse e I know Mike can be 
difficult to work with sometimes, but 
better the devil you know. 


between the devil and the deep blue 
sea 
if you are between the devil and the deep 
blue sea, you must choose between two 
equally unpleasant situations e For most 
people a visit to the dentist is the result of a 
choice between the devil and the deep blue 
sea —if you go you suffer, and if you don't 
go you suffer. 

Go to the devil! old-fashioned 
an impolite way of telling someone to go 
away because you are annoyed with them 
* I told him that if he wasn't prepared to 
change his ideas he could go to the devil! 


have the devil's own job doing sth/to do 
sth old-fashioned 
to spend a long time trying to do 
something difficult « 7 had the devil’s own 
Job to find a parking space near here. 


have the devil's own luck old-fashioned 
to be very lucky * He found a job and an 
apartment within a week — he really has 
the devil's own luck, that man. 
play devil's advocate < 
to pretend to be against an idea or plan 
which a lot of people support in order to 
make people discuss it in more detail and 
think about it more carefully Æ The 
'Advocatus Diaboli was a person 
employed by the Roman Catholic church 
to argue against someone being made a 
saint (= someone given the honour of 
being called Saint by the Roman Catholic 
church). * 7 don't think he was really in 
favour of getting rid of the scheme, he was 
just playing devil's advocate. « I know that 
most people here support the project, but 
let me play devil's advocate for a moment 
and ask if anyone has considered the cost? 


die 


speak/talk of the devil humorous 
something that you say when a person 
you are talking about arrives and you are 
not expecting them * Apparently Lisa 
went there and wasn't very impressed — oh, 
talk of the devil, here she is. 


devil-may-care 


devil-may-care old-fashioned 
relaxed and not worried about the results 
of your actions « He had a rather devil- 
may-care attitude towards money which 
impressed me at the time. 


dibs 


have dibs on sth American, informal 
to make it clear that something belongs 
to you or that you should be the next 
person to use something * 7 have dibs on 
the Sunday paper. 


dice 

the dice are loaded against sb 
if the dice are loaded against someone, 
they are not likely to succeed + When I 


realized I was the only male applicant I 
knew that the dice were loaded against me. 


diddly-squat 


diddly-squat American, informal 
nothing at all « What does he know about 
the South? Diddly-squat! « The lyrics in 
his songs aren't worth diddly-squat — it's 
the melodies that make you feel good. 

die 

the die is cast 
something that you say when a decision 
has been made or something has 
happened which will cause a situation to 
develop in a particular way © A die is a 
small block of wood or plastic with 
different numbers of spots on each side, 
used in games, and 'cast' means to throw. 
* From the moment the first shot was fired, 
the die was cast and war became 
inevitable. 


to die for informal 
if something is to die for, it is extremely 
good * The weather’s fantastic, the people 
are warm and friendly and the food is to 
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die for. + She's a beautiful-looking girl 
with a voice to die for. 


difference 


different 


(It's) different strokes for different 
folks. mainly American 
something that you say which means that 
different people like or need different 
things * I’ve never enjoyed winter sports, 
but different strokes for different folks. 

march to a different drummer mainly 
American 

march to a different tune British 
to behave in a different way or to believe 
in different things from the people 
around you * While most of the country 
supported military action, Santini was 
marching to a different drummer. 


dignity 

stand on your dignity 
to demand to be treated with more 
respect than other people because you 
think you are more important e And 
although he held a senior position in the 
company he would never stand on his 
dignity. 


dime 

be a dime a dozen American & — ^ 
Australian, informal : 
to be common and not have much value 
* Romantic novels like these are a dime a 
dozen. 

not be worth a dime American, informal 
to have little or no value e It turns out her 
precious painting isn't worth a dime - it's 
a fake. 

on a dime American, informal 
if a vehicle or its driver turns or stops on 
a dime, they turn or stop in a very small 


space e His car is great for parking — it can 
turn on a dime. 


dinner 


be done like a (dog's) dinner Australian, 
informal 
to be completely defeated e Whatever 
possessed her to play tennis against Sue? 
She was done like a dinner. 

dire 

be in dire straits >< 
to be in a very difficult or dangerous 
situation « The earthquake and the war 
will leave the country in dire straits for a 
long time. + They are in dire financial 
straits. 

dirt * 

dirt cheap informal ^^ 
extremely cheap • This may seem like a 
great deal of money but in advertising 
terms it is dirt cheap. 

dirt-poor informal 
extremely poor Ħ Most of the population 
in this undeveloped area were dirt-poor 
and jobless. 


dig the dirt 

dig up dirt 
to try to find out bad things about 
someone in order to to stop other people 
admiring them * (often + on) No effort is 
being spared to dig up dirt on the enemy. 


dish the dirt informal 
to tell people unpleasant or shocking 
personal information about someone 
* (often + on) Shauna agreed to dish the 
dirt on her millionaire ex-lover for a fee of 
£5,000. « Some journalists just enjoy 
dishing the dirt. 

do sb dirt American, informal 
to behave unfairly or badly towards 
someone, often without them knowing 
* Mack really did me dirt — he stopped me 
from getting my promotion. 

treat sb like dirt . 
to behave badly towards someone in a 
way that shows that you do not respect 
them * I don't know why she stays with 
him. He treats her like dirt. 
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dirty 

a dirty old man informal 
an older man who shows a strong and 
unpleasant interest in sex * On the top 
Shelf they've got all those horrible 
magazines for dirty old men. 


a dirty weekend British & Australian, 
humorous 
a weekend when two people who are not 
married go away somewhere to have sex 
* At first I thought he was asking me to go 
away for a dirty weekend. 


a dirty word X 
if something is a dirty word, people do 
not generally approve of it « For the 
environmentally conscious, 'disposable' 
has become a dirty word. 


give/shoot sb a dirty look 
to look at someone in an angry way * I 
didn't know what I'd said that was so 
offensive but she gave me a really dirty 
look. 


talk dirty informal 
to talk rudely about sex, usually in order 
to make someone sexually excited e 7 love 
it when you talk dirty to me. 


wash your dirty laundry/linen in public 
British & Australian 

air your dirty laundry/linen in public 
American & Australian 
to talk to other people about personal 
things that you should keep private * J 
was brought up to believe that it was 
wrong to wash your dirty linen in public. 


Dirty is used in the following phrases 


connected with doing something 
dishonest or unpleasant. 


a dirty trick 
a dishonest action « He resigned after 
allegations of dirty tricks during the 
election campaign. * Telling her you 
needed the money for a friend was a dirty 
trick. 

do sb's dirty work 
to do something unpleasant or difficult 
for someone else because they do not 
want to do it themselves « Well next time, 
Kevin can do his own dirty work. * (often + 


distance 


for) Tell her yourself — I'm not going to do 
your dirty work for you! 

do the dirty on sb British & Australian, 
informal 
to behave unfairly or very badly towards 
someone, often without them knowing 
* And then he did the dirty on her and 
went and had an affair with her best 
friend. 

play dirty informal X 
to behave dishonestly especially by 
cheating in a game * He loses his temper 
from time to time, but he never plays dirty. 


disaster 


a disaster area 

1 if a place is a disaster area, it is very 
untidy Æ A disaster area is also a place 
where an event like a storm or a flood 
causes serious damage and the 
government gives help for the emergency. 
* The kitchen was a disaster area, with 
greasy plates piled high in the sink. 

2if a subject, a piece of work, or an 
organization is a disaster area, it causes 
many problems, often because it is badly 
organized e Government housing policy is 
a complete disaster area. 


discretion 


Discretion is the better part of valour. 
British & Australian, literary 

Discretion is the better part of valor. 
American & Australian, literary 
something that you say which means that 
it is better to be careful and think before 
you act than it is to be brave and take 
risks *« She decided not to voice her 
opposition to the Chairman's remarks. 
Perhaps discretion was the better part of 
valour. 


distance 

go the (full) distance 
to continue to do something until it is 
successfully completed e It’s a really 
tough course — I'm just worried that I 
won't be able to go the distance. 

in/within spitting distance 

in/within striking distance 
very close to something or someone 
* (often + of) The great thing about the 


distraction 


house is that it's within spitting distance 
of the sea. * The move to Ascot put us 
within striking distance of London. 


distraction 


drive sb to distraction 
to make someone very angry or very 
bored * Looking after six children every 
day is enough to drive you to distraction. 
* There's a constant buzzing noise and it's 
driving me to distraction. 


divide 


divide and conquer/rule 

a way of keeping yourself in a position of 
power by making the people under you 
disagree with each other so that they are 
unable to join together and remove you 
from your position * A small minority 
have continued to govern by a policy of 
divide and conquer. 
divide-and-conquer/rule * (always 
before noun) They used divide-and-rule 
tactics to isolate their opponents. 


dividends 


pay dividends 

if something you do pays dividends, it 
causes good results at a time in the future 
£5 In the financial world a dividend is 
part of the profit of a company that is 
paid to the people who own shares in it. 
* Plenty of practice early in the season will 
pay dividends later on. 


do 


It's do or die. 

something that you say when you are in a 
situation in which you must take a big 
risk in order to avoid failure e Jt’s now or 
never -do or die — risk everything or regret 
it for the rest of your life. 

do-or-die * (always before noun) It was a 
do-or-die save by the goalkeeper that won 
the game. 


doctor 

be just what the doctor ordered 
humorous 
to be exactly what is wanted or needed 
* Andy's making us some lunch.’ ‘Great, 
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just what the doctor ordered.’ « A night out 
on their own was just what the doctor 
ordered. 


dog 

dog eat dog 
if a situation is dog eat dog, people will 
do anything to be successful, even if 
what they do harms other people * In 
showbusiness it's dog eat dog — one day 
you're a star, the next you've been replaced 
by younger talent. 
dog-eat-dog * It’s a dog-eat-dog world 
out there so you've got to know who your 
real friends are. 


a dog and pony show American 
a show or other event that has been 
organized in order to get people's support 
or to persuade them to buy something 
* The film is part of the dog and pony 
show the company puts on for the benefit 
of foreign journalists. 


a dog in the manger 

someone who keeps something that they 
do not really want in order to prevent 
anyone else from having it « Stop being 
such a dog in the manger and let your 
sister ride your bike if you're not using it. 
dog-in-the-manger * (always before 
noun) The British have a dog-in-the- 
manger attitude to the island, no longer 
needing it themselves, but wanting to deny 
it to others. 


the dog days 
the hottest days of the summer £» Some 
people believe there is a star called the 
dog star which can only be seen during a 
hot period in the summer. ¢ (usually + of) 
At times, during the dog days of summer, 
the stream dries up completely. 


be like a dog with two tails ~ 
to be very happy * Ben's team won the 
match. Their manager was like a dog with 
two tails. 


a dog's breakfast/dinner British & 
Australian, informal 
something that has been done very badly 
* She tried to cut her hair and made a real 
dog's breakfast of it. e You should have 
seen the ceiling after he'd finished 


painting it. It was a complete dog's 
breakfast. 


done up/dressed up like a dog's dinner 
British & Australian 

wearing clothes which make you look 
silly when you have tried to dress for a 
formal occasion * There she was, all 
dressed up like a dog's dinner in a 
ridiculous frilly shirt and a skirt that was 
far too short. 


Every dog has its day. 

something that you say which means that 
everyone is successful during some 
period in their life e He'll get that 
promotion eventually. Every dog has its 
day. 


not have a dog's chance informal 

to not have any chance of doing 
something that you want to do * (usually 
+ of + doing sth) He hasn't a dog's chance 
of getting that job. 


It's a dog's life. 

something that you say which means that 
life is hard and unpleasant ¢ I’ve got to go 
to the supermarket, then cook a meal, then 
pick Dave up from the station — it's a dog's 
life! 

put on the dog American & Australian, 
informal 

to try to seem richer or more important 
than you really are * They really put on 
the dog in front of their guests. 


Why keep a dog and bark yourself? 
British & Australian 

something that you say which means 
there is no purpose in doing something 
yourself when there is someone else who 
will do it for you « Just leave the glasses on 
the table - the bar staff will collect them. 
After all, why keep a dog and bark 
yourself? 


doggo 

lie doggo British & Australian, old- 
fashioned 

to hide, especially in order to avoid doing 
something that someone wants you to do 
* "Where's Mike?’ ‘Probably lying doggo 
till the washing up’s done.’ 
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doghouse 


be in the doghouse informal 
if someone is in the doghouse, another 
person is annoyed with them because of 
something they have done * I forgot to 
turn the oven off and the dinner's ruined, 
so I'm really in the doghouse. 


dogs 

call off the dogs >< 
to stop attacking or criticizing someone 
© The bank has agreed to call off the dogs 
until we can get the business up and 
running again. 

go to the dogs 
if a country or an organization is going 
to the dogs, it is becoming less successful 
than it was in the past * (usually in 
continuous tenses) They sat in the bar the 
night before the election, moaning that the 
country was going to the dogs. 

throw sb to the dogs 
to allow someone to be criticized or 
attacked, often in order to protect 
yourself from being criticized or 
attacked * I really felt as if I'd been 
thrown to the dogs just to save other 
people's reputations. 


dog-tired 

dog-tired informal 
extremely tired *« He usually got home at 
around seven o'clock, dog-tired after a 
long day in the office. 


doldrums 


be in the doldrums 

1 if a business, an economy or a person's 
job is in the doldrums, it is not very 
successful and nothing new is happening 
in it © The doldrums was the name for 
an area of sea where ships were not able 
to move because there was no wind. 
* High-street spending remains in the 
doldrums and retailers do not expect an 
imminent recovery. 
opposite out of the doldrums * A cut in 
interest rates will be needed to lift the 
property market out of the doldrums. 

2 to feel sad and to lack the energy to do 
anything * He's been in the doldrums these 


dollars 


past couple of weeks and nothing I do 
seems to cheer him up. 


dollars 


dollars to donuts/doughnuts American, 
informal 
if you say that something will happen, 
dollars to donuts, you mean you are sure 
it will happen * Dollars to donuts the 
company is going to fold. e I'll bet you 
dollars to doughnuts she won't come to 
the party. 

dollar signs in sb's eyes American & 
Australian 
if someone has dollar signs in their eyes, 
they are thinking about the money they 
could get « Local taxi drivers approached 
us with dollar signs in their eyes. 


dollars-and-cents 


dollars-and-cents American & Australian 
if something is discussed or thought 
about in a dollars-and-cents way, the 
exact amounts of money involved are 
thought about * (always before noun) The 
dollars-and-cents details of the new 
budget will be presented tomorrow by the 
government. 


domino 


a domino effect 

the effect which a situation or event has 
on a series of other situations or events 
£»Dominoes are a set of small, 
rectangle-shaped pieces of wood or 
plastic, marked with spots on one side. If 
dominoes are placed standing next to 
each other, each one will knock the next 
one over. * Young couples can't afford even 
the small houses, so the people in those 
houses can't move on to the bigger houses. 
It's the domino effect. 


done 

a done deal mainly American 
a final decision or agreement « (often 
negative) It’s not a done deal — we're still 
talking about who to hire for the job. 

be done in British, American & 
Australian, informal 

be all done in American 
to be too tired to do any more * She was 
done in by the time she had cleared up 


peaceful solution. 
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after the party. » I'm all done in — sorry, but 
Ican't walk any further without a rest. 


don juan 


a Don Juan 
a man who has had sex with a lot of 
women ¢ At 47 he detests his image as a 
Don Juan. 


donkey 


donkey's years informal 
a very long time » I’ve been doing this job 
for donkey's years. 


doom 

doom and gloom X 
the feeling that a situation is bad and is 
not likely to improve « Come on, it's not 
all doom and gloom, if we make a real 
effort we could still win. 


door 


close/shut the door on sth 
to make it impossible for something to 
happen, especially a plan or a solution to 
aproblem e There are fears that this latest 
move might have closed the door on a 


give sb a foot in the door * The 
freelance work I did gave me a foot in the 
door. 


lay sth at sb's door 
to blame someone for something bad that 
has happened e The blame for their deaths 
was laid firmly at the government's door. 


never darken your door again old- 
fashioned 
if you tell someone never to darken your 
door again, you mean you never want to 
see them again • Did her father really tell 
you never to darken his door again? How 
melodramatic. 
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open the door tosth -^ 
to allow something new to start * The 
ceasefire opens the door to talks between 
the two sides. * A new kind of fat-free fat 
could open the door to a revolution in 
snack foods. 


show sb thedoor >. 
to make it clear that someone must leave 
* I told her that I wasn't interested in her 
scheme and she showed me the door in no 
uncertain terms. 


doors 

open (new) doors x 
to give someone new opportunities 
* (sometimes - for) The success of that 
film opened new doors for him. 
* (sometimes + to) Early results show that 
the new system would open doors to 
disadvantaged people. 


doorstep 


dos 

dos and don'ts 
rules about what you must do and what 
you must not do in a particular situation 
* In the back of the guide there's a list of 
the dos and don'ts of local etiquette. 


dose 

go through sb/sth like a dose of salts 
old-fashioned 
if something you eat goes through your 
body like a dose of salts, it goes through 
you very quickly * Those beans went 
through me like a dose of salts. 


dot 


dot the/your i's and cross the/your t's 
informal 
to do something very carefully and in a 
lot of detail « She writes highly accurate 
reports - she always dots her i's and 
crosses her t's. 

on the dot 
if something happens at a particular 
time on the dot, it happens at exactly that 
time © Shops in this part of the city shut at 


double-dipping 


5.30pm on the dot. + (sometimes + of) The 
first customers arrived on the dot of 9am. 


dotted 


sign on the dotted line 
to formally agree to something by signing 
a legal document Ħ According to promoter 
Andrew James, the band has signed on the 
dotted line and will be playing at the 
Coliseum on November 2, 3 and 4. 


double 


double Dutch British & Australian 
speech or writing that is nonsense and 
cannot be understood « He came out with 
a load of sophisticated grammatical codes 
and it all sounded like double Dutch. 


a double bind 
a situation in which you cannot succeed 
because whatever you decide to do, there 
will be bad results * Women find 
themselves in a double bind. If they stay 
at home with their kids they're regarded 
as non-achievers and if they go out to 
work, people say they're neglecting their 
family. 

a double whammy informal 
asituation where two bad things happen 
at the same time » Critics claim that the 
cuts in public spending coupled with a pay 
freeze is a double whammy which will 
affect low-paid workers badly. 

at the double British & Australian 

on the double American & Australian 
if you go somewhere or do something at 
the double, you go there or do it very 
quickly « Two surgeons arrived in the 
emergency room at the double. 

do a double take 
to look at something or someone twice 
because you are so surprised at what you 
have seen « He walked past her and she 
did a double take. Without his beard he 
was quite transformed. 


double-dipping 

double-dipping American 
the activity of receiving money from two 
different places or two different jobs, 
often when it is not honest or legal « The 
government has introduced tighter rules 


double entendre 


on employees’ pensions to discourage 
double-dipping. 

double-dip American « It is tempting for 
physicians to double-dip by sending their 
patients to labs they have a financial 
interest in. 


double entendre 


a double entendre 
a word or phrase which has two different 
meanings, one of which is sexual or rude 
* His speech at the dinner was full of bad 
jokes and double entendres. 


double-talk > 


double-talk British, American & 
Australian 

double-speak mainly American 
a way of speaking that confuses people in 
order to avoid telling them the truth « He 
said the new train service would run fewer 
trains, but would provide a better service — 
sheer double-talk. 


doubting 


a doubting Thomas 

a person who refuses to believe anything 
until they are given proof 4 In the 
Bible, Thomas would not believe that 
Jesus had come back from the dead until 
he saw him. * He's a real doubting 
Thomas — he simply wouldn't believe I'd 
won the car until he saw it with his own 
eyes. 


down 
down-and-dirty 
1 American, informal | down-and-dirty 


behaviour is not pleasant or honest « He 
ran a down-and-dirty political campaign. 

2 American, informal something that is 
down-and-dirty is shocking, often because 
it is connected with sex * He likes his 
films down-and-dirty. 


down the drain British, American & 
Australian, informal 

down the gurgler Australian, informal 
if work or money goes down the drain, it 
is wasted * Then our funding was 
withdrawn and two years' work went 
down the drain. * Say he gives up his 
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training, that's four thousand pounds 
down the gurgler. 


down the toilet British, American & 
Australian, informal 

down the pan British, informal "X. 
if something goes down the toilet, it is 
wasted or spoiled s After the drug 
scandal, his career went down the toilet. 
e If the factory closes, that'll be a million 
pounds' worth of investment down the 
pan. 


Down Under informal 
Australia and New Zealand, or in or to 
Australia and New Zealand « The British 
rugby team are going on a tour Down 
Under later this year. * I think she's from 
down under judging by her accent. 


a down and out British & Australian 

a down-and-outer American 
someone who has no home, no job and no 
money * I just assumed he was a down 
and out, begging on the street corner. + She 
was one of the many down-and-outers 
waiting for the soup kitchen to open. 
down-and-out » (always before noun) 
His next film was about two down-and-out 
drifters who met in New York. 


down-at-heel 


down-at-heel British, American & 
Australian 

down-at-the-heel American 
badly dressed or in a bad condition 
because of a lack of money « When I first 
met her she was down-at-heel but still 
respectable. * The play was set in a down- 
at-heel hotel in post-war Germany. 


downer 


have a downer on sb British & 
Australian, informal 
to not like someone » J didn't realise she 
felt like that about Julian. She's got a real 
downer on him. 


downhill 


go downhill 
to gradually become worse Ħ The area has 
started to go downhill economically in the 
last ten years. * We started to argue soon 
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after we got married, and things went 
downhill from there. 


down-home 


down-home American 
down-home things are simple and typical 
of life in the countryside ¢ (always before 
noun) It’s a diner with down-home 
American cooking where you can take all 
the family. « He's a folksy, down-home sort 
of guy. 


down-to-earth 


dozen 


by the dozen X 
if something is being produced by the 
dozen, large numbers of that thing are 
being produced * The government is 
producing new policies by the dozen. 


nineteen/ten to the dozen British & 
Australian, informal 
if someone is talking nineteen to the 
dozen, they are talking very fast, without 
stopping * Gaby was chatting away 
nineteen to the dozen behind me and I 
couldn't concentrate. 


drag 


drag your feet/heels 

to deal with something slowly because 
you do not really want to do it * (often + 
on) He was asked why the government 
had dragged its feet on the question of a 
single European currency. * (often over) 
We don't want to look as if we're dragging 
our heels over promoting women to senior 
positions. 


dragon 


chase the dragon 
to take heroin (= a powerful drug which 
is taken illegally for pleasure) by 
smoking it « The drug can be smoked, 
which is known as chasing the dragon. 


dream 


drain 


laugh like a drain British & Australian 
to laugh very loudly e J told her what had 
happened and she laughed like a drain. 


draw 


be quick on the draw 
to be fast at understanding or reacting to 
a situation « He was quick on the draw 
answering the reporter's questions. 
opposite be slow on the draw mainly 
American * You're a bit slow on the draw 
aren't you? Can't you see the joke? 


drawing 


a drawing card American & Australian 
a famous person who attracts a lot of 
people to a public event « Babe Ruth was 
the outstanding player of his time — the 
real drawing card for Yankee Stadium. 

back to the drawing board x 
if you go back to the drawing board, you 
have to start planning a piece of work 
again because the previous plan failed 
* If the education reform is too expensive 
to implement, it's back to the drawing 
board for the committee, + Our proposal 
might not be accepted, in which case we'll 
have to go back to the drawing board. 


dreaded 


the dreaded lurgy British & Australian, 
humorous 
an illness that is not serious but passes 
easily from person to person « My throat 
is sore and my head hurts. I think I've 
caught the dreaded lurgy. 


XA 
Dream on! humorous /~ 
something that you say to someone who 
has just told you about something they 
are hoping for, in order to show that you 
do not believe it will happen * ‘Tve a 
feeling I'll win something on the lottery 
this week.' 'Dream on!" 
a dream ticket 
two politicians who have joined together 
to try to win an election and who are 
likely to succeed because together they 
have the support of many different 


dreams 


groups of people « Clinton and Gore 
transformed themselves into a dream 
ticket in the last American election. 
be/live in a dream world 
to have ideas or hopes which are not 
practical and are not likely to be 
successful » (usually in continuous 
tenses) If she thinks he's suddenly going 
to turn into the perfect boyfriend, she’s 
living in a dream world. 


like a dream 
if something or someone does something 
like a dream, they do it very well 
* Everything had happened as it was 
meant to. Oscar's plan had worked like a 

dream. ¢ Our new car goes like a dream. 


dreams 


In your dreams! humorous 
something that you say to someone who 
has just told you about something they 
are hoping for, in order to show that you 
do not believe it will happen * Dave, buy 
you a car? In your dreams! 


the man/womanisth of your dreams 
the person or thing that you would like 
more than any other » I'm not sure I'll 
ever meet the man of my dreams, or if he 
even exists. * At last, we'd found it, the 
house of our dreams. 


dressed 


be all dressed up and/with nowhere to 
go 
to be dressed and ready to go somewhere 
nice, but not have anywhere to go *« Rob 
rang up and said he had to work late, so 
there I was, all dressed up with nowhere to 
go. 


be dressed to kill 
to be wearing clothes which are intended 
to make people sexually attracted to you 
* Rosie emerged from the house, dressed to 
kill and clutching a bottle of champagne. 
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be dressed up to the nines informal 
to be wearing very fashionable or formal 
clothes for a special occasion « They must 
have been on their way to a wedding or 
something. They were dressed up to the 
nines. 


dribs 


in dribs and drabs 
in small amounts or a few at a time * We 
could only afford to pay the builder in 
dribs and drabs. * The hostages have been 
released in dribs and drabs. 

drift 

get sb's/the drift informal 

catch sb's/the drift informal 
to understand what someone is saying 
* Can you explain that again? I don't quite 
get your drift. « I didn't understand 
everything he was saying but I think I 
caught the drift. 
if you catch/get my drift informal 
if you catch/get the drift informal 
something that you say to suggest that 
you have left out information or your 
opinion from what you have just told 
someone e She always has to be the centre 
of attention, if you catch my drift. 


drink 


drive sb to drink humorous 
to make someone extremely anxious and 
unhappy * I just couldn't live with 
someone like Malcolm. It would drive me 
to drink. 


drop 


drop a bombshell British, American & 
Australian dé 

drop a bomb American e 
to suddenly tell someone a piece of news 
that upsets them very much * My sister 
dropped a bombshell by announcing she 
was leaving her job. « Her husband 
dropped a bomb over dinner. ‘I’m seeing 
another woman,’ he said. 


drop everything 
if you drop everything, you suddenly 
stop what you are doing in order to do 
something else instead * I can’t just 
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drop everything and go into town with 
you. I have to finish this letter. 

a drop in the ocean British, American & 
Australian N^ 

a drop in the bucket American ^ 
a very small amount in comparison to the 
amount that is needed * A hundred 
thousand may seem a lot but it's a drop in 
the ocean compared to the millions that 
need to be spent. 

at the drop of a hat 
if you do something at the drop of a hat, 
you do it suddenly and easily, often 
without any preparation * I can't go 
rushing off to Florida at the drop of a hat. 
* We now have a situation where laws may 
be changed at the drop of a hat. 

fitready to drop ~C 
extremely tired « I'd just walked 10 miles 
and I was ready to drop. 


drop-dead 

drop-dead informal 
a drop-dead person or piece of clothing is 
very beautiful ¢ (always before noun) Her 
exquisite figure was shown off to the full 
in a drop-dead black dress. « He turned up 
to the concert with a drop-dead gorgeous 
woman on his arm. 


dropping 

be dropping like flies 
if people are dropping like flies, large 
numbers of them are dying or becoming 
ill or injured within a short period of 
time « The heat was overwhelming and 
people were dropping like flies. 


drowned 

look like a drowned rat 
to be very wet, especially because you 
have been in heavy rain « J had to cycle 
home in the rain and came in looking like 
a drowned rat. 


drum 

bang/beat the drum 
to speak eagerly about something that 
you support e (often + for) Once again she 
was banging the drum for pre-school 
nurseries. + The opposition parties are 
always beating the environmental drum. 


ducks 


drunk 


as drunk as a lord/skunk 
very drunk » He rolled out of the club into 
a taxi, drunk asa lord. « We'd get drunk as 
a skunk at lunch and sleep all afternoon. 


dry "- 

beasdryasabone ^ 
to be extremely dry * I don't think he's 
been watering these plants — the soil's as 
dry as a bone. 

bleed sb dry 
to take someone's money until most or all 
of it has gone * Repayments on the new 
furniture were bleeding me dry. 

There wasn't a dry eye in the house. 
something that you say which means that 
all the people in a particular place were 
very sad about what they had seen or 
heard and many of them were crying 
* She began to talk about her son who had 
died and by the end of her speech there 
wasn't a dry eye in the house. 


duck 


be duck soup American, informal 
to be very easy to do ù» Winning your case 
in court ought to be duck soup. 

take to sth like a duck to water 
to learn how to do something very 
quickly and to enjoy doing it « Sue just 
took to motherhood like a duck to water. 
* He's taken to his new school like a duck 
to water. 


ducking 


ducking and diving informal 
if you spend your time ducking and 
diving, you are involved in many 
different activities, especially ones 
which are not honest * ‘What do you do 
for a living?’ ‘This and that, ducking and 
diving.’ 


ducks 


get your ducks in a row American, 
informal 
to organize things well « The government 
talks about tax changes but they won't fix 
a date or an amount — they just can't get 
their ducks in a row. 


due 


due 


give sb their due 

give the devil his due 
something that you say when you want to 
describe someone's good qualities after 
they have done something wrong or after 
you have criticized them « She might be 
bad at writing letters but I'll give her her 
due, she always phones me at the end of 
the month. * Geoff usually forgets my 
birthday, but give the devil his due, he 
always buys me a lovely Christmas 
present. 

in due course slightly formal >< 
if you say that something will happen in 
due course, you mean that it will happen 
at a suitable time in the future « You will 
receive notification of the results in due 
course. 


dues 

pay your dues 
to work hard or do something unpleasant 
over a long period in order to achieve 
something » I’ve looked after four kids for 
sixteen years, I've paid my dues, and now I 
want some time to enjoy myself 

duff 

be up the duff British & Australian, 
informal 
to be pregnant * Oh, don't tell me Kylie’s 
up the duff again! 


be as dull as dishwater/ditchwater 
informal 
to be very boring * He loved the book but I 
thought it was as dull as ditchwater: 


dumps 

be down in the dumps informal 
to be unhappy * Things hadn't been going 
so well for her at work and she was feeling 
a bit down in the dumps. 


dust 


the dust settles 
if the dust settles after an argument, a 
problem, or an event which has caused a 
lot of changes, the situation becomes 
calmer * We decided to let the dust settle 
before trying to deal with any other 
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problems. * You'd better wait until the 
dust settles before you mention anything 
else. ss 

hw. 


bite the dust /> 

1 informal to fail or to stop existing « Three 
hundred more people lost their jobs in the 
same region when another firm bit the 
dust. * She can’t make it on Saturday? Oh, 
well, another good idea bites the dust! 

2 humorous to die * Two Hollywood stars of 
the thirties have recently bitten the dust. 


gatherdust >< 
to not be used for a long time * (often in 
continuous tenses) If these books are 
&oing to sit around gathering dust in the 
garage you might as well give them to 
Frank. 


not see sb for dust British & Australian, 
informal 
if you say that you won't see someone for 
dust, you mean that they will leave a 
place very quickly usually in order to 
avoid something * Jf you tell her that 
Jim's coming, you won't see her for dust! 


dutch 


Dutch courage humorous 
the confidence that you get by drinking 
alcohol before you do something that you 
are frightened of doing « He had another 
drink to give him Dutch courage for what 
he might find at home. 


a Dutch treat 
an occasion when two or more people 
agree to share the cost of something, 
especially a meal *« She and Callahan 
often met for lunch. It was always a Dutch 
treat. 


go Dutch 
to share the cost of something, especially 
a meal « ‘Will you let me take you out 
tonight?’ As long as we go Dutch.’ 


duty 

be duty bound to do sth 
if you are duty bound to do something, 
you have to do it because it is your duty 
* The government is duty bound to 
compensate those who lost money. * I've 
been given a certain amount of training 
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so I feel duty bound to stay in the job for at 
least a year. 


dyed-in-the-wool 
dyed-in-the-wool 


do (double) duty as/for sth American & 


Australian 

to also have another purpose * They make 
an electronic identity card that will do 
duty for a credit card and pocket 
calculator. + She's really the secretary but 
she does double duty as the receptionist 
during Katrina's lunch hour. 


if you describe someone as dyed-in-the- 
wool, you mean they have very strong 
opinions and will not change * (always 
before noun) He's a dyed-in-the-wool 
traditionalist where cooking is concerned 
— he won't have any modern gadgets in the 
kitchen. 


each 


each 


each to his/her own 

to each his/her own 
something that you say which means that 
it is acceptable for people to like or 
believe in different things ¢ I find it hard 
to believe that anyone enjoys gardening. 
Ah well, each to his own. 


eager 

an eager beaver 
someone who works very hard and is 
very eager to do things € A beaver is a 
small animal which people traditionally 
believe to be hard-working. « Who's the 
eager beaver who came in at the weekend 
to finish this work off? 


eagle 

watch sb/sth with an eagle eye 

watch sb/sth with eagle eyes 
to watch someone or something very 
closely and carefully Æ An eagle is a 
large bird which can see very well. e The 
teacher was watching the children with an 
eagle eye, making sure they behaved 
themselves. 
an eagle eye * if someone has an eagle 
eye, they are good at noticing small 
details because they watch things very 
carefully « Nothing escapes his eagle eye. 
eagle-eyed * This article is full of 
printer's errors, which an eagle-eyed 
proofreader would have spotted. 


ear 


be out on your ear informal 
to be forced to leave your job because you 
have done something wrong, or because 
your work is not good enough * You'll be 
out on your ear if you don't start doing 
some work around here. 
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can do sth on their ear Australian, 


informal 

if someone can do something on their 
ear, they can do it very easily « Ask Jane 
to make it, she can bake a soufflé on her 
ear 


grin/smile from ear to ear 
to look extremely happy * (usually in 
continuous tenses) We've had a fantastic 
response,' he said, grinning from ear to 


Ear is used in the following phrases 
connected with listening and talking 


to people. 


bend sb's ear informal _— 
totalk to someone for a long time, usually 
about something boring * (often + about) 
Don't let her bend your ear about how 
overworked she is. 


have sb's ear 
if someone has the ear of an important 
and powerful person, that person is 
willing to listen to their ideas « He's a 
powerful industrialist who has the 
President's ear. 


have an ear for sth 
if someone has an ear for music, poetry, 
or languages, they are good at hearing, 
repeating, or understanding these 
sounds ¢ (often negative) She's never had 
much of an ear for languages. 


keep an/your ear to the ground 

to watch and listen carefully to what is 
happening around you so that you know 
about everything 45 American Indians 
used to put their ear against the ground 
to help them discover where animals or 
other people were. » TIl keep an ear to the 
ground and tell you if I hear of any 
vacancies. 


lend an ear 
tolisten carefully and in a friendly way to 
Someone, especially someone who is 
telling you about a problem » If you have 
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any problems, go to Claire. She'll always 
lend a sympathetic ear. 

earful 

give sb an earful informal 
to tell someone how angry you are with 
them ù You can just imagine the earful he 
gave her when they got home. 

early 

an early bath British & Australian, 
informal 
if you take an early bath, you are forced 
to stop doing an activity sooner than you 
intended to £» This phrase is often used 
about sports such as football 9 The 
spokesman took an early bath after a 
series of embarrassing and incorrect 
statements. « And that's his second yellow 
card so it looks like an early bath for 
Taylor. Ñ 

an early bird X 
someone who gets up early in the 
morning e Ellen’s the early bird in this 
house, not me. 

The early bird catches the worm. 
something that you say in order to tell 
someone that if they want to be 
successful they should do something 
immediately * Jf you see a job that 
interests you, apply as soon as possible. 

The early bird catches the worm. 


ears 

(sb's) ears are flapping informal 
something that you say when you think 
that someone is listening to your private 
conversation ¢ I can't talk now. Ears are 
flapping. 

your ears must be burning 
something that you say to someone who 
is being talked about • All that talk about 
William — his ears must have been 
burning. 
Were your ears burning? * Were your 
ears burning? We were just talking about 
you. 


earth 


about/around sb's ears 

if something falls, or is brought about 
someone's ears, it suddenly fails 
completely and destroys someone's 
hopes and plans e His business folded and 
collapsed about his ears. e Her entire 
world seemed to have come crashing 
around her ears when he died. 


be all ears informal X 
to be very eager to hear what someone is 
going to say * ‘Do you want to hear what 
happened at the party last night?' 'Oh yes, 
I'mallears'. 


box sb's ears old-fashioned 
to hit someone, usually as a punishment 
* I'll box your ears, young man, if you 
come home late again! 


can't believe your ears 
if you can't believe your ears, you are 
very surprised at something that 
someone tells you * (usually in past 
tenses) She couldn't believe her ears when 
they told her Jim had been arrested. 


have nothing between the/your ears 
informal 
to be stupid * He's very good-looking but 
has absolutely nothing between the ears, 
I'm afraid. 


pin back your ears British 
to listen carefully to something * (often 
an order) Pin back your ears - she could be 
about to say something important. 


prick your ears up informal 

to start to listen carefully to what 
someone is saying, often because you 
think you may find out something 
interesting Æ Many animals prick up 
(= raise) their ears when they hear 
something. « Eve pricked her ears up 
when she heard her name being 
mentioned. 


earth 


an earth mother 
a woman who has children and who has a 
natural ability as a mother « My older 
sister's a real earth mother. She has four 
kids and she's completely happy to stay at 
home all day with them. 


earth-shattering 


the earth moved humorous 
something that you say to describe how 
good a sexual experience was e ‘How was 
it for you?’ ‘Ooh, the earth moved!’. * Did 
the earth move for you? 


come (back) down to earth (with a 
bang/bump/jolt) 
to have to start dealing with the 
unpleasant or boring things that happen 
every day after a period of excitement 
and enjoyment *« We came down to earth 
with a bump when we got back from our 
holidays to find we had a burst pipe. 
bring sb (back) down to earth * J hada 
huge pile of work waiting for me on my 
desk so that brought me back down to 
earth. 


go to earth British & Australian 
to go away somewhere where people will 
not be able to find you ù PH go to earth in 
my uncle's holiday cottage until all the 
publicity has died down. 

run sb to earth British & Australian 
to find someone after searching for them 
* The film star was run to earth by 
reporters in an exclusive golf complex. 


earth-shattering 


[hardly/scarcely etc.] earth-shattering 
not very surprising or shocking * We 
were all expecting the announcement. It 
wasn't exactly earth-shattering news. 


easier 


easy 


easy come, easy go informal 

something that you say in order to 
describe someone who thinks that 
everything is easy to achieve, especially 
earning money, and who therefore does 
not worry about anything « Les could 
certainly spend money. Easy come, easy go 
it was with him. 
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Easy does it! informal 
something that you say in order to tell 
someone to do something carefully 
* ‘Easy does it!’ Bob shouted, as I steered 
the boat into the dock. 

easy money À 
money that you earn with very little 
work or effort « It must be easy money 
writing for one of those magazines. 

be as easy as abc 
to be very easy * You won't have any 
problems assembling your new bed — it's 
as easy as abc. 

be as easy as falling off a log British, 
American & Australian 

be as easy as rolling off a log American 
to be very easy * She said writing stories 
was as easy as falling off a log for her. 

be as easy as pie 
to be very easy * Oh, come on! Even a child 
could do that, it's as easy as pie. 

be easy meat British & Australian, 
informal 

be an easy mark American 
someone or something that is easy meat 
is easy to beat, criticize, or trick « United 
were easy meat in the semifinal on 
Wednesday. + The elderly living alone are 
an easy mark for con-men. 
make easy meat of sth/sb British & 
Australian, informal « Our team made 
easy meat of them in the final. 

be easy on the ear 
if music is easy on the ear it has a 
pleasant and relaxing sound * When I’m 
driving, I like to listen to music that's easy 
on the ear and not too demanding. 

be easy on theeye >< 
to have an attractive appearance e It’s not 
a painting which is easy on the eye, but it 
attracts your attention for other reasons. 

go easy informal 
to not take or use too much of something 
* (often + on) Avoid fried foods and go 
easy on the snacks. + Go easy! There's not 
much left! 

go easy on sb informal 
to treat someone in a gentle way and not 
punish them severely if they have done 
something wrong * They'll probably go 
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easy on him since he hasn't been in trouble 
before. 

It's easy to be wise after the event. 
British, American & Australian 

It's easy to be smart after the fact. 
American 
something that you say which means that 
it is easy to understand what you could 
have done to prevent something bad from 
happening after it has happened « In 
retrospect I suppose we should have 
realised that she was in trouble and tried 
to help her but then I suppose it's easy to be 
wise after the event. * People often tell me 
they'd never have taken out a loan if 
they'd thought about it more carefully — 
but it's easy to be smart after the fact. 

take it easy 
to relax and not use up too much energy 
* You'd better take it easy for a while - you 
don't want to get ill again. 

Take it easy! 
something that you say in order to tell 
someone to be calm and not to get too 
angry or excited « Take it easy! I didn't 
mean any offence. 


eat 

eat humble pie British, American & 
Australian 

eat crow American 
to be forced to admit that you are wrong 
and to say you are sorry * The producers 
of the advert had to eat humble pie and 
apologize for misrepresenting the facts. 


eating 

what's eating sb? informal 
something that you ask when someone is 
angry and you want to know why * He 
suddenly noticed I wasn't joining in the 
conversation. "What's eating you tonight?’ 
he asked. 


ebb 


the ebb and flow 
the way in which the level of something 
frequently becomes higher or lower in a 
situation e (often + of) The government 
did nothing about the recession, hoping it 
was just part of the ebb and flow of the 
economy. 


edge 


echo 


cheer sb to the echo British, old- 
fashioned 
to shout and clap a lot in order to support 
someone + The team captain was cheered 
to the echo when he was presented with the 
cup. 

eclipse 

be in eclipse literary 
if something is in eclipse, it is less 
successful than it was before « His career 


was in eclipse until he made a comeback in 
this surprise hit film. 


economical 


be economical with the truth humorous >< 


to not be completely honest about 
something « He was economical with the 
truth — he gave her a censored account of 
what was discussed. 


edge 

be on edge 
to be nervous or worried about 
something * The players were all a little 
on edge before the big game. 
put sb on edge « Knowing that I might be 
called on to answer a question at any point 
always puts me on edge. 


have the edge on/over sb/sth 
to be slightly better than someone or 
something else « He's got the edge over 
other teachers because he's so much more 
experienced. « The new Renault has the 
edge on other similar models — it's larger 
and cheaper. 


keep sb on the edge of their seat British, 
American & Australian 

keep sb on the edge of their chair 
American 
if a story keeps you on the edge of your 
seat, it is very exciting and you want to 
know what is going to happen next « You 
must rent this video. It keeps you on the 
edge of your seat right up to the end. 


live on the edge oe 
to have a type of life in which you are 
often involved in exciting or dangerous 
activities « /f you were always living on 
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the edge like that I'm sure you wouldn't 
live past the age of sixty. 
lose your edge 


thing to do. * Don't expect a dinner 
invitation from Laura — she can't boil an 
egg. 


to lose the qualities or skills that made have egg on your face informal P 


you successful in the past è She's still 
competing, but she's two years older now 
and she's lost her edge. 


to seem stupid because of something you 
have done ¢ You'll be the one who has egg 
on your face if it goes wrong. 


push/drive sb over the edge informal `> lay an egg American, informal 
if an unpleasant event pushes someone 
over the edge, it makes them start to 
behave in a crazy way * She had been 
driven over the edge by the separation 
from her husband. 


edges 


fray around/at the edges 
to start to become less effective or 


to fail to make people enjoy or be 
interested in something * Our first two 
sketches got big laughs, but the next two 
laid an egg. 


eggs 
put all your eggs in one basket » d 


to risk losing everything by putting all 
your efforts or all your money into one 
plan or one course of action » /f you're 
going to invest the money my advice 
would be don't put all your eggs in one 
basket. 


eggshells 


successful Li This songwriting be walking/treading on eggshells 


partnership began to fray at the edges 
after both partners got married. 


educated 

an educated guess 
aguess that is likely to be correct because 
you have enough knowledge about a 
particular subject « Scientists can do no 


if you are walking on eggshells, you are 
trying very hard not to upset someone 
Æ An eggshell is the hard outside 
covering of an egg which breaks very 
easily. * It was like walking on eggshells 
with my father. The smallest thing would 
make him angry. 


more than make educated guesses about . 999 W, 
future climate changes. anegotrip ^ - 
something that you do in order to make 
effing yourself feel important « Running the 
effing and blinding British & Australian, university Film Society is a big ego trip for 
informal her. 


swearing angrily Æ Effing here 
represents the letter ‘F’ as a way of 
avoiding saying ‘fuck’ or ‘fucking’. 
Blinding comes from an old-fashioned 
phrase ‘Blind me!’, « I could hear Bill 
effing and blinding as he tried to repair 
the washing machine. 


egg 

can't boil an egg humorous 
if someone can't boil an egg, they are not 
able to cook 45 This phrase comes from 
the idea that boiling an egg is a very easy 


eight 
be behind the eight ball American & 


Australian, informal 

to be in a difficult situation and unable to 
make progress Æ In a game of pool (=a 
game in which you hit numbered balls 
into holes around a table), if you are 
behind the black, number eight ball you 
are in a difficult position to take your 
next turn. « The police are very much 
behind the eight ball — they've had no 
more leads on these burglaries. 
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elbow 


elbow grease humorous 
hard work, especially when you are 
cleaning something « With determination 
and elbow grease we soon transformed the 
filthy kitchen. 


elbow room 

1 space which allows you to move around 
* There's no elbow room at all in this 
kitchen. 

2 the freedom to do what you want to do 
+ The President should be given as much 
elbow room as he needs to solve these 
international problems. 


at sb's elbow 
near someone, often in order to help them 
* She hovered constantly at Charles's 
elbow to make sure he had everything he 
wanted. 


give sb the elbow British, informal 
to end a romantic relationship with 
someone ¢ They went out together for a 
month and then she gave him the elbow. 


elders 


your elders and betters old-fashioned 
people who are older than you and who 
should be treated with respect e When we 
were children, we were always taught to 
respect our elders and betters. 


element 


be in your element 
to feel happy and relaxed because you are 
doing something that you like doing and 
are good at « You should have seen her 
when they asked her to sing, she was in her 
element. 


be out of your element 
to feel unhappy or strange because you 
are in a situation that you are not 
familiar with « He felt out of his element 
at such a formal occasion. 


elevator 


elevator music American 
pleasant but boring recorded music that 
is played in public places * You can't get 
away from elevator music in some 
shopping malls. 


empty 


eleventh E 


at the eleventh hour X 

almost too late * Negotiators reached 
agreement at the eleventh hour, just in 
time to avoid a strike. 

eleventh-hour * (always before noun) 
The accused was saved from execution by 
an eleventh-hour confession from her 
father. 


if all else fails 
if you decide that you will do something 
if all else fails, you decide that that is 
what you will do if none of your ideas or 
plans succeed e Well, if all else fails you'll 
just have to get a part-time job to earn a bit 
of extra money. 


embarrassment 

an embarrassment of riches formal 
if you have an embarrassment of riches, 
you have more of something than you 
need and this makes it difficult for you to 
make a choice « This club has an 
embarrassment of riches. All their players 
are good, so who do they pick for their 
side? 


éminence grise 


an éminence grise formal 
someone who has a lot of power and 
influence but no official position 
* Although he never became a minister, he 
was the party's éminence grise for 15 
years. 


empty 

empty nest syndrome 
the sad feelings which parents have when 
their children grow up and leave home 
* The last of her children had recently 
moved out and she was suffering from 
empty nest syndrome. 

Empty vessels make (the) most 
noise/sound. 
something that you say which means that 
people who talk a lot and frequently 
express their opinions are often stupid 
* David talks as if he's an expert on 
everything, but empty vessels make most 
noise. 


enchilada 


enchilada 


the whole enchilada informal 
the whole of something, including 
everything that is connected with it « We 
had the flowers, the speeches, the presents — 
the whole enchilada. 


enditall informal > 
to kill yourself « After his wife died, he 
was so depressed he decided to end it all. 

End of story. informal >= 
something that you say when you think 
that the opinion you have just expressed 
about something is correct and that there 
is no other possible way of thinking 
about it * Jf you don't have the money, you 
don't spend it. End of story. 

an end in itself 
if an activity or action is an end in itself, 
it is important to you not because it will 
help you to achieve something else, but 
because you enjoy doing it or think that it 
is important « Education should be an end 
in itself. 

The end justifies the means. 
something that you say which means that 
in order to achieve an important aim, it is 
acceptable to do something bad 
* Unfortunately, we'll have to cut down the 
forest to make space for the golf course, 
but I feel the end justifies the means. 


Y 


can't see beyond/past the end of your 
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reach the end of your tether British, 
American & Australian 

reach the end of your rope American 
* She finally reached the end of her tether 
and told him exactly what she thought of 
his behaviour. 


be the end of the line/road 
to be the end of a situation or process 
* After losing his title in last night's fight, 
the former heavyweight champion knows 
that this is the end of the road. * (often + 
for) When she found out that Jim had 
been seeing another woman, it was the end 
of the line for their marriage. 
reach the end of the line/road » I think 
our friendship has reached the end of the 
road — you've lied to me once too often. 


nose 
if you can't see beyond the end of your 
nose, you think so much about yourself 
and what affects you that you do not see 
what is really important e These people 
are so busy making money, they can't see 
beyond the end of their nose. 

get/have your end away British, very 
informal 
if a man gets his end away, he has sex 
* Did you get your end away last night, 
then? 

hold/keep your end up British, informal 
to do what you are expected to do * After 
my maternity leave, I made sure I kept my 
end up at work. I didn't want to give my 
boss an excuse to complain about working 
mothers. 


You'll never hear the end of it. informal 
something that you say which means that 
someone will continue to talk about 
something they have achieved for a long 
time and in an annoying way ¢ If she wins 
you know we'll never hear the end of it. 
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[days/months/weeks etc.] on end 
if something happens or continues for 
days, months etc. on end, it continues for 


et al. 


you need » No, thank you, nothing more 
to drink for me. Enough is as good asa 
feast. 


several days, months, or weeks without enough is enough 


stopping « We sometimes don't see each 
other for months on end, but we're still 
good friends. 


ends 
go to the ends of the earth 
to do everything possible in order to 
achieve something » (often + to do sth) 
Some journalists would go to the ends of 
the earth to get a story. 


play both ends against the middle 
American, informal 
to try to make two people or groups 
compete with each other in order to get 
an advantage for yourself « He's playing 
both ends against the middle — telling two 
prospective employers that the other has 
offered a higher salary. 


enfant terrible ? 

an enfant terrible ^ \ 
a famous or successful person who likes 
to shock people by behaving badly 
* (usually + of) Jean Paul Gaultier, the 
enfant terrible of French fashion, arrived 
at the show wearing a mini kilt. 


Englishman 

An Englishman's home is his castle. 
British, old-fashioned 
something that you say which means that 
British people believe they should be able 
to control what happens in their own 
homes, and that no one else should tell 
them what to do there « An Englishman's 
home is his castle. The government has no 
right to interfere in our private lives! 


enough 

Enough is as good as a feast. British, old- 
fashioned 
something that you say which means you 
should not have more of something than 


something that you say in order to tell 
someone that you think what is 
happening should stop * Look, enough is 
enough. He's borrowed £300 already. 


Enough said. >< 


something that you say in order to tell 
someone that you have clearly 
understood what they have just said and 
do not need any more explanation * ‘His 
father's a duke.’ ‘Enough said.’ 


en route 
en route 


if you are en route to a place, you are on 
your way there e (usually + to) They were 
en route to Geneva when they heard the 
news. 


error 
see the error of your ways 


to understand that you have been 
behaving badly and to decide to improve 
your behaviour « It’s the story of a 
corrupt policeman who finally sees the 
error of his ways. 


esprit de corps 
esprit de corps formal 


feelings of pride and loyalty that are 
shared by members of a group 
* Companies that involve their employees 
in planning have the best esprit de corps. 


essence 
be of the essence 


to be the most important thing for 
achieving success * Time is of the 
essence because the building must be 
completed by June. * For successful 
military strategy, secrecy is of the essence. 


et al. 
et al. 


something that you say after a name or 
list of names to refer to other people in 
the group * This issue is discussed in more 
detail in the article by Cooper et al. 


even 


even 


even stevens British, informal 

even steven American & Australian, 
informal 
if two or more people are even stevens, 
they have the same amount of something 
or are at the same level « Give me £20 and 
we're even stevens — I'm not worried about 
a few pence. 


break even 
if a person or a business breaks even, 
they do not make or lose any money from 
their business * After a bad year in 1995, 
the company just about broke even in 1996. 


get an even break American & Australian 
if someone gets an even break, they get 
the same opportunity to improve their 
situation as other people « This guy has 
the talent. He just needs to get an even 
break and he could be up there with the 
best of them. 
give sb an even break American & 
Australian « Until now no one had given 
her an even break to prove what she could 
do. 


K 

get even informal Pd 
if you get even with someone who has 
done something bad to you, you do 
something bad to them * Vinnie's a 
spiteful kind of guy. Who knows what he 
might think up to get even. * (often + 
with) He swore he'd get even with Lee for 
humiliating him. 

on an even keel 
calm and not likely to change suddenly 
* My main priority is to keep my lifeon an 
even keel for the sake of my two boys. 


every 

every man jack (of us/them) old-fashioned 

every last man (of us/them) old-fashioned 
every single person * If you sack me the 
others will walk out too, every man jack of 
them. * Every last man of us is ready to 
fight for their country. 


every now and again/then 

every so often 
sometimes * Every now and then I go to 
town and spend loads of money. 
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every other 
happening or existing regularly on every 
second one of the things you are counting 
* Our discussion group meets every other 
Friday at eight o'clock. « Every other shelf 
on the bookcase was full of books. 

every time sb turns around/round 
informal 
something that you say when you think 
something happens very often or too 
often « Every time I turn around she's 
giving me some new rule about recycling 
the trash. 

every which way American & Australian, 
informal 
in many different directions * The 
documents lay scattered every which way 
on his desk. 

everyone 

everyone and his brother American 
a very large number of people « We 
couldn't get in to see the movie — everyone 
and his brother had decided to go. 

everything 

Everything's coming up roses. 
something that you say when a situation 
is successful in every way e Everything's 
coming up roses for George at the moment 
— he's been promoted at work and he's just 
got engaged. 

evidence 

turn king's/queen's evidence 

turn state's evidence 
if someone who has been accused of a 
crime turns king's evidence, they give 
information in a court of law about other 
people involved in the crime in order to 
have their own punishment reduced 
* She was given a lenient sentence in 
exchange for turning king's evidence. 

evil 

give sb the evil eye 
to look at someone in an angry or 
unpleasant way * I arrived late for the 
meeting and Steve Thomson gave me the 
evil eye. 

ex cathedra 


ex cathedra formal 
if someone speaks ex cathedra or makes 
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an ex cathedra statement, they say 
something in an official way as if it must 
be obeyed or accepted « His policy 
pronouncements made ex cathedra 
angered many of his colleagues. 


exception 


be the exception that proves the rule 

if you say something is the exception 
that proves the rule, you mean that 
although it does not support the 
statement you have made, the statement 
is usually true *« This woman is the 
exception that proves the rule that it is 
impossible to be a warmonger and a 
feminist at the same time. 


ex gratia 

ex gratia 
an ex gratia payment is one which 
someone makes in order to show that 
they are kind and not because it is legally 
necessary * (always before noun) The 
company has refused to admit it acted 
unlawfully but it has offered the victims 
an ex gratia payment of £5,000 each. 


exhibition 

make an exhibition of yourself 
to do something that makes you look 
stupid and attracts other people's 
attention e Jf he keeps on drinking he's 
going to end up making an exhibition of 
himself! 


expense 


no expense is spared 
if no expense is spared in arranging 
something, a lot of money is spent to 
make it extremely good * No expense 
was spared in making the guests feel 
comfortable. 
no expense spared » Jt was only the best 
for his daughter's wedding, no expense 
spared. 
experience 


LETT 


eye 


extra 


go the extra mile X 
to make more effort is expected of 
you ¢ (often + for) He's a nice guy, always 
ready to go the extra mile for his friends. 


extracurricular 


extracurricular activity humorous 

sexual activity especially when it is 
secret © Extracurricular activities can 
also mean things that you do which 
are not part of your school or college 
course. * You're looking very tired these 
days, Ron. Been indulging in too much 
extracurricular activity? 


eye 


An eye for an eye (and a tooth for a 

tooth). 

something that you say which means if 
someone does something wrong, they 
Should be punished by having the same 
thing done to them £» This phrase comes 
from the Bible. e If you murder someone 
you deserve to die. An eye for an eye. 


be in the eye of the storm 
to be very much involved in an argument 
or problem that affects a lot of people 
* International aid agencies were in the 
eye of the storm when war broke out in the 
country. 


cast/run your/an eye over sth 
to look at something quickly without 
looking at the details « Would you mind 
casting an eye over my essay and giving 
me your comments? 


catch sb's eye 

1 to be noticed by someone because you are 
looking at them e She lit a cigarette while 
he tried to catch the waiter's eye. 

2 to be attractive or different enough to be 
noticed by people + There were lots of 
dresses to choose from, but none of them 
really caught my eye. 


eyeball 
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eye-catching * There is an eye-catching keep an eye out for sb/sth 


mural in the hall. 


get your eye in British & Australian 
to become very good at a sport or other 
activity by practising it ù It'll take mea 
while to get my eye in. I haven't played for 
years. 
keep your eye in British & Australian 
* I try to play regularly to keep my eye in. 

give your eye teeth for sth informal 

give your eye teeth to do sth informal 
if you would give your eye teeth for 
something, you would very much like to 
have or be that thing ù J’d give my eye 
teeth for a house like that. « Most women 
would give their eye teeth to be tall and 
thin like you. 


have your eye on sth 
to have seen something that you want 
and that you intend to get « I’ve got my eye 
on a really nice sofa — I just hope we can 
afford it. 

have an eye for sth 
to be good at noticing a particular type of 
thing * She has an eye for detail. + He 
had an eye for the unusual and the exotic 
which made him a very good shopping 
companion. 


have an eye for/on the main chance 
British & Australian 
if someone has an eye for the main 
chance, they are always looking for 
opportunities to make money and to 
improve their situation *« She was 
someone who had an eye on the main 
chance and who never missed an 
opportunity to exploit others. 

keep your eye on the ball 

to give your attention to what you are 

doing all the time * You have to keep your 

eyeon the ball in business. 

opposite take your eye off the ball * If 

you're a manager, you can't afford to take 

your eye off the ball for one minute. 


There is more to sth/sb than meets the 


to watch carefully for someone or 
something to appear * Keep an eye out for 
signposts for Yosemite. 


look sb in the eye/eyes 


to look directly at someone without fear 
or shame » Look me in the eyes and tell me 
the truth. * I felt so embarrassed - I just 
couldn't look him in the eye. 


eye. 

something that you say when you think 
that something or someone is less simple 
than they seem to be at first * There's 
more to this than meets the eye. I suspect 
Tom's not telling the truth. « There must 
be more to him than meets the eye, or else 
why would she be interested in him? 


with an eye to sth 


if you do something with an eye to 
something else, you do it for that reason 
* With an eye to the upcoming election the 
President has hired a new speechwriter. 
+ A lot of costume drama is produced with 
an eye to American sales. 


eyeball 
eyeball to eyeball 


if you are eyeball to eyeball with an 
enemy or someone that you are arguing 
with, you deal with them in a direct way 
e Troops on the ground are likely to 
remain eyeball to eyeball for a while yet. 
eyeball-to-eyeball  * (always before 
noun) The public wants to see an eyeball- 
to-eyeball confrontation between the two 
party leaders. 


eyebrows x 
raise (a few) eyebrows / 


to shock or surprise people * Anna's 
miniskirt raised eyebrows at the board 
meeting. « The player's huge transfer fee 
raised a few eyebrows in the football 
world. 
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raised eyebrows * There were raised 
eyebrows and coughs of disapproval 
when the speaker turned up drunk for the 
lecture. 


eyeful 


get an eyeful informal 
to clearly see someone or something that 
is surprising * Ed got an eyeful on the 
beach when a woman took her top off 
right in front of him. * (often an order) 
Get an eyeful of this! (= Look at this) I 
bet you've never seen so much money in 
one place before. 

eyes 

Sb's eyes are bigger than their 
belly/stomach humorous 
something that you say when someone 
has taken more food than they can eat « J 
can't finish this piece of cake. I'm afraid 
my eyes were bigger than my stomach as 
usual. 

Sb's eyes are out on stalks informal 

sb's eyes are popping out of their head 
informal 
if someone's eyes are out on stalks, they 
are looking at someone or something in a 
way that shows that they think that 
person or thing is extremely surprising 
or attractive Æ In funny drawings, 
people and animals are often drawn with 
their eyes coming out of their head to 
show that they are very surprised. * You 
should have seen Pete when Bec turned up 
in her short skirt. His eyes were out on 
stalks. 

all eyes are on sb/sth 
if all eyes are on someone or something, 
everyone is watching that person or 
thing and waiting to see what will 
happen * All eyes are on the Prime 
Minister to see how he will respond to the 
challenge to his leadership. 

be all eyes 
to watch something or someone with a lot 
of interest « We were all eyes as the prince 
and princess emerged from the palace. 

can't take/keep your eyes off sb/sth 
if you can't take your eyes off someone 
or something, you are unable to stop 
looking at them because they are so 


cry your eyes out informal 


eyes 


attractive or interesting * J thought he 
was so beautiful — I couldn't take my eyes 
off him. * I couldn't keep my eyes off her 
amazing hairdo. 


Close your eyes and think of England. 


mainly British, humorous 

if you close your eyes and think of 
England when you have sex with 
someone, you do not enjoy it, but do it 
because you think you should e Just close 
your eyes and think of England. He'll 
never notice. 


close/shut your eyes to sth 


to pretend that something bad does not 
exist because you do not want to deal 
with it « She was besotted with him and 
closed her eyes to his character defects. 
* You can't just shut your eyes to your 
problems and hope that they'll go away. 
oPPOSITE Open your eyes to sth * He's 
finally opened his eyes to what has been 
&oing on behind his back. 


Sb could do sth with their eyes 


closed/shut 

if someone could do something with 
their eyes shut, they can do it very easily, 
usually because they have done it so 
many times before » I’ve driven along this 
route so often, I could do it with my eyes 
shut. 


to cry alot and for a long time e I cried my 
eyes out when my cat died. 


feast your eyes on sth 


to look at something with a lot of 
pleasure * Just feast your eyes on this 
fabulous painting. 


have eyes in the back of your head 


informal 
to know everything that is happening 
around you » Parents of young children 


eyes 


have to have eyes in the back of their 
heads. 


have eyes like a hawk 
if someone has eyes like a hawk, they 
notice everything *« The supervisor has 
eyes like a hawk, so be careful she doesn't 
catch you eating at your desk. 


hit sb (right) between the eyes informal 
if something hits someone between the 
eyes, it shocks them » I remember when I 
read that article. It hit me right between 
the eyes. 

in sb's eyes 
in someone's opinion * And although she 
was probably just an ordinary-looking 
kid, in my eyes she was the most beautiful 
child in the world. 

keep your eyes peeled/skinned informal 
to watch very carefully for something 
* (often + for) Keep your eyes peeled for a 
signpost. 

lay/set eyes on sb/sth British, American 
& Australian 

clap eyes on sb/sth British & Australian 
to see someone or something for the first 
time » I’ve loved him ever since I first set 
eyes on him. * I wish I'd never clapped eyes 
on that money. 
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make eyes at sb 
to look at someone in a way that shows 
them that you think they are sexually 
attractive * (usually in continuous 
tenses) Sally spent the whole evening 
making eyes at Stephen. 


only have eyes forsb -—- 
to be interested in or attracted to only 
one person * You've no need to be jealous. 
Ionly have eyes for you. Dé 


open sb's eyes to sth S 

to make someone understand something 
for the first time and know how difficult 
or unpleasant it is « Having children of 
my own opened my eyes to the hurt I had 
caused my parents. 


with your eyes open 

knowing about all the problems there 
could be with something that you want to 
do * ‘You want to get married? But you're 
only 18!' 'I'm doing this with my eyes open, 
so don't worry about me.’ » It was difficult 
to succeed in the acting profession but I 
went into it with my eyes open. 


face 
Sb's face doesn't fit 
if someone's face doesn't fit, their 
appearance or personality are not 
suitable for a particular job or activity 
* He'd always wanted to star in action 
movies but his face just didn't fit. 
sb's face is a picture 
if someone's face is a picture, their face 
shows that they are very surprised or 
angry e Her face was a picture when I told 
her the news. 


a face as long as a wet week Australian, 
informal 
a very sad expression * (not used with 
the) As soon as I saw her I knew it was bad 
news. She had a face as long as a wet week. 

be in your face American, informal 
if someone is in your face, they criticize 
you all the time « One of the managers is 
always in my face. 

be in your face informal 
to be shocking or annoying in a way that 
is difficult to ignore « It’s pop music that’s 
sexy, colourful and in your face. 
in-your-face * (always before noun) We 
ran an in-your-face poster campaign to 
promote the magazine. 

blow up/explode in sb's face 
if a plan or situation blows up in your 
face, it has a bad effect on you instead of 
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done. 


A 


on the face ofit > 


face 


the result you expected * The 
government's attempts at reform have 
blown up in its face, with demonstrations 
taking place all over the country. 

come face to face with sb 
to suddenly meet someone by chance « As 
I was going into the restaurant, I came 
face to face with my ex-husband who was 
just leaving. 

come face to face with sth 
to see or experience a problem for the 
first time * Jt was only after I started 
working for the charity that I came face to 
face with poverty. 
bring sb face to face with sth « They 
were brought face to face with the fact that 
their son was a drug addict when he took 
an overdose. 

disappear/vanish off the face of the 
earth British, American & Australian 

fall off the face of the earth American 
to disappear completely « We lost contact 
with Ed after he left college — he just 
disappeared off the face of the earth. 

fly in the face of sth slightly formal X 
to be the opposite of what is usual or 
accepted * These recommendations fly in 
the face of previous advice on safe limits 
for alcohol consumption. 

Get out of my face! very informal X 
something that you say in order to tell 
someone to stop annoying you * Just get 
out of my face and leave me alone! 

laugh insb'sface ~ 
to show someone that you do not respect 
them and do not think their ideas are 
important « He asked them to put out their 
cigarettes but they just laughed in his face. 

look sb in the face 
to look directly at someone without fear 
or shame + I don't know how you can look 
your sister in the face after what you've 


something that you say when you are 
describing the way a fact or situation 
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seems in order to show that you think it 
may really be completely different « On 
the face of it, the trip seems quite cheap, 
but there could be extra expenses we don't 
know about yet. 


set your face against sth/doing sth 
formal 


the new Bond film with Pierce Brosnan 
and what's her face, that model? 


lose face . 


to do something which makes other 
people stop respecting you « He refused to 
admit he made a mistake because he didn't 
want to lose face. 


to be determined not to do something save face X 


* Despite fierce competition from rival 
companies, they've set their face against 
price cuts. 
show your face 

if you show your face in a place, you go 
there, even when you feel embarrassed 
about something that you have done 
* (always + adv/prep) I don't know how he 
dares show his face in this pub after how 


to do something so that people will 
continue to respect you * Are the 
ministers involved more interested in 
saving face than telling the truth? 

face-saving * (always before noun) They 
denied that the decision to sack the 
director was simply a face-saving exercise. 


faces 


he behaved the other night! « If he ever "ake (funny) faces 


shows his face in this town again, I'll get 
the police. 

stuff your face very informal 
to eat a lot of food * (usually in 
continuous tenses) We've been stuffing 


to make silly expressions with your face 
in order to make people laugh * (usually 
in continuous tenses) Karl was making 
faces at me across the library and I 
couldn't stop giggling. 


our faces with Susannah's delicious fact wi 
chocolate cake. a fact of life X 


take sth at face value Pa 
to accept something because of the way it 
first looks or seems, without thinking 
about what else it could mean 4 The 
face value of a note or a coin is the 


an unpleasant fact or situation which 
people accept because they cannot 
change it * (not used with the) She grew 
up in Northern Ireland during the 1970s 
when violence had become a fact of life. 


number written on it. * (often negative) factory 


These results should not be taken at face 
value — careful analysis is required to 
assess their full implications. 


throw sth back in sb's face 
to refuse to accept someone's advice or 
help in an angry or unpleasant way 
* Each time I make a suggestion she just 
throws it back in my face and says I don't 
understand. 

tosb'sface ~ 
if you say something unpleasant to 
someone's face, you say it to them 
directly, without worrying whether they 
will be upset or angry * Everyone refers to 
him as ‘Junior’ but no one would dare call 


factory farming 


a system for producing eggs, meat, and 
milk quickly and cheaply by keeping 
animals in small closed areas and giving 
them food which makes them grow 
quickly « T'hey've launched a campaign 
against the abuses of factory farming. 

a factory farm Ħ The use of antibiotics in 
some factory farms has been linked to the 
recent increase in food poisoning. 
factory-farmed mainly British 
factory farm American » Factory-farmed 
chickens contain a lot of fat because 
they're kept indoors and don't get any 
exercise. 


him that to his face. on the factory floor 


what's his/her face informal 
a way of talking about someone whose 
name you have forgotten « Have you seen 


1 if someone works on the factory floor, 


they are one of the ordinary people who 
work in a factory *« He spent five years on 
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faint 


damn sb/sth with faint praise 
to praise something or someone in such a 
weak way that it is obvious you do not 
really admire them ¢ She damned 
Reynolds with faint praise, calling him 
one of the best imitators in the world. 


the factory floor before being promoted to 
supervisor. 

the factory floor * She's worked her way 
up from the factory floor to a top job in the 
union. 

2 in the part of a factory where goods are 
produced * The problem was only 
discovered when the system was tested on 
the factory floor. 
the factory floor * The new computer 
system ensures that orders reach the 
factory floor in less than 24 hours. 


faintest 


facts 


faint-hearted 


not be for the faint-hearted X 
if something is not for the faint-hearted, 
it is not suitable for people who become 
frightened easily * The drive along the 
winding coast road is not for the faint- 
hearted, particularly when it's foggy. 


fag 

a fag hag very informal 
an impolite way of referring to a woman 
with a lot of male friends who are 
homosexual (- sexually attracted to fair 


other men) Æ 'Fag' is an offensive word — fair and square 
for a homosexual man, and ‘hag’ is an — 4 in an honest way and without any doubt 
offensive word for an old woman. « Have * We won the match fair and square. 


you been out clubbing with Mark and Jim 
again? You're turning into a real fag hag! 


2 if you hit someone fair and square on a 
particular part of their body, you hit 
them hard exactly on that part « She hit 


big ^a f sth British & Australia. me fair and square on the nose. 
; informal "s à ccu fair dinkum Australian, informal 


true or honest e 7 didn't believe her at first 
but she swore the story was fair dinkum. 
* He's a fair dinkum sort of guy — he 
wouldn't lieto you. 
Fair dos British, informal 
something that you say in order to tell 
fail someone that you think something is fair 


the last part of a period of time, usually 
the least interesting or least exciting part 
* We went away at the fag-end of summer 
when all the shops and restaurants were 
starting to close. 


without fail * Fair do's, Josh. You've been on the 
1 if something happens without fail, it computer for hours — let your sister use it 
always happens $9 Every Tuesday for a while! j 
afternoon, without fail, Helga went to visit fair enough ^^ 


her father. 
2 something that you say in order to 


something that you say in order to show 
that you understand why someone has 


emphasize that something will be done or 
will happen ° ‘You will meet me at the 
airport, won't you?’ ‘Don’t worry, I'll be 
there without fail." 


said or done something * ‘I don't feel like 
going out tonight — I've got a bit of a 
headache.’ ‘Fair enough.’ « Having health 
warnings on cigarette packets is fair 
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enough but I do think alcohol should 
carry warnings too. 

fair play 

1if there is fair play in a game or 
competition, people obey the rules and do 
not cheat « The World Cup organizers are 
keen to promote the idea of fair play. 

2 a way of treating people that is fair and 
equal e Ministers are demanding fair play 
and more access to European markets for 
British companies. +e The committee’s 
decision offended her sense of fair play. 
(= she believed their decision was not 
fair) 

fair to middling informal 
neither very good nor very bad e ‘What’s 
your French like?’ ‘Oh, fair to middling.’ 

a fair shake American, informal 
a way of treating someone that is fair 
* They want a lawyer who will make sure 
they get a fair shake in the courts. 

All's fair in love and war. 
something that you say which means 
behaviour that is unpleasant or not fair 
is acceptable during an argument or 
competition +e We weren't cheating, we 
were just playing to win. Anyway, all's 
fair in love and war. 

be fair game 7 
to be easy to criticize, or to deserve 
criticism « Members of the Royal family 
are considered fair game by journalists. 

by fair means or foul 
if you try to achieve something by fair 
means or foul, you use any method you 
can to achieve it, even if it is not honest 
or fair « He was determined to become 
senator, by fair means or foul. 


Fair's fair. informal 
something that you say in order to tell 
someone that a particular type of 
behaviour is fair *« Fair's fair, Chris. You 
chose where to eat last time so it's my turn 
this time. 

the fair/fairer sex old-fashioned 
women .»Some women think this 
phrase is offensive. + My father hated the 
idea of me joining the army. He always 
said it wasn't a suitable occupation for the 
fair sex. 


give sb a fair crack of the whip British & 
Australian, informal 
to give someone an opportunity to do 
something « Will you make sure all the 
speakers are given a fair crack of the whip 
in the debate? 
get/have a fair crack of the whip 
* We'll take turns to host the conference. 
That way we'll all get a fair crack of the 
whip. 

have had more than your fair share of 
sth X 
to have had more of something 
unpleasant than other people when you 
do not deserve it « Jane's had more than 
her fair share of bad luck recently, what 
with losing her job and getting divorced. 

It's a fair cop. British & Australian, very 
informal 
something that you say in order to admit 
that someone has caught you doing 
something wrong » It’s a fair cop. I was 
driving way too fast. 

with your own fair hands humorous 
if you do something with your own fair 
hands, you do it yourself without any 
help ¢ ‘Did you buy this cake?’ ‘No, I made 
it with my own fair hands.’ 


fairer 

You can't say fairer than that. British & 
Australian, informal 
something that you say in order to tell 
someone that an offer you have made is 
fair and that you think they should 
accept it e PH wash the dishes if you cook 
dinner. You can't say fairer than that, can 
you? 

fair-weather 

a fair-weather friend 
someone who is only your friend when 
you are happy and successful » J had a lot 
of money and I knew a lot of people, but 
most of them turned out to be fair-weather 
friends. 

fairy 

a fairy godmother 
someone who helps you solve your 
problems, usually by giving you money 
É»In children's stories, a fairy 
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godmother is a woman with magic 
powers who helps someone who is in 
trouble. * A local company acted as fairy 
godmother to the theatre by giving a £1 
million donation. 

fait accompli 

a fait accompli 
a decision or action which has already 
been made or done and which cannot be 
changed * The sudden change in policy 
was presented to the party as a fait 
accompli, without any consultation. 


faith 

in good faith 
if you act in good faith, you believe that 
what you are doing is right and legal 
* His defence was that he had acted in good 
faith. He did not know when he bought the 
car that it had been stolen. 
oppose in bad faith if you do something 
in bad faith, you know that it is not 
honest or legal « The court ruled that the 
sellers had acted in bad faith. 


Faith is used in the following phrases 


connected with support for an idea or 
person. 


break faith with sth/sb formal 
to stop supporting an idea or person, 
especially by not doing what you 
promised to do * She claims that the 
government has broken faith with 
teachers by failing to give additional 
funds to education. 

keep faith with sth/sb formal 
to continue to support an idea or person, 
especially by doing what you promised to 
do * Has the company kept faith with its 
promise to invest in training? 


fall 

fall over yourself to do sth British, 
American & Australian 

fall all over yourself to do sth American 
to be very eager to do something 
* (usually in continuous tenses) They 
were falling over themselves to be helpful. 

a fall guy mainly American, informal 
someone who is blamed for another 
person's mistake or crime * The book 
claims Lee Harvey Oswald didn't kill 


false 


President Kennedy - he was just the fall 
guy. 

be heading/riding for a fall 

be headed for a fall 
to be behaving in a way that is likely to 
cause problems for you Ħ Greg's riding for 
a fall — he gets to work late and spends 
hours talking to his friends on the phone. 

take the fall for sb/sth mainly American, 
informal 
to accept the blame for something bad or 
not legal that another person has done 
* Bob'll take the fall for the director — he'd 
do anything to save his boss. 


fallen 


Fallen is used in the following phrases 
connected with someone who has lost 


the good opinion that people had about 
them. 


a fallen angel 
a company or sports team that was 
successful in the past but is not 
successful now » (usually plural) Derby 
County were this season's fallen angels, 
being sent into the Second Division after 
losing all their matches. 

a fallen idol 
a person who was admired in the past but 
who is not admired any more * Highly 
respected during his lifetime, he became a 
fallen idol after his death when his 
research was found to be full of errors. 

a fallen woman old-fashioned 
a woman who is not respected any more 
because she had sex without being 
married « Many fallen women were forced 
to work as prostitutes, some were shut 
away in asylums. 

false 

a false alarm 
a situation when you think that 
something bad or dangerous is going to 
happen but you discover you were wrong 
* Someone called to say there was a bomb 
inside the building, but it turned out to be 
a false alarm. 

a false dawn 
something which seems to show that a 
successful period is beginning or that a 


familiar 


situation is improving when it is not 
> False dawn is the light which appears 
in the sky just before the sun rises in the 
morning. * His victory in the French Open 
proved to be a false dawn after he failed to 
win another title for the next five years. 
a false economy 
something that you think will save you 
money but which means you will have to 
spend a lot more money later « She told 
me that buying a cheap washing machine 
was a false economy because it was more 
likely to break down. 
a false start 
a failed attempt to begin an activity or 
event © In a race, a false start is when 
one person starts before the signal has 
been given. * After a false start when he 
left his first job after only a week, he was 
offered some modelling work. 


sail under false colours British & 
Australian 

sail under false colors American & 
Australian 

to pretend to be something that you are 
not in order to deceive people © If a 
ship sails under false colours, it uses the 
flag of another country in order to 
deceive people. *« Lewis was sailing under 
false colours — he never told her he was a 
journalist. 

under false pretences 

if you do something under false 
pretences, you do it when you have lied 
about who you are or what you are doing 
* The police charged him with obtaining 
money under false pretences. 


familiar 

have a familiar ring (to it) 

if something has a familiar ring, you 
believe that you have heard it before « I 
thought that name had a familiar ring. I 
went to school with that girl. 
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familiarity tis 

Familiarity breeds contempt. .^ 
something that you say which means if 
you know someone very well or 
experience something a lot, you stop 
respecting them * You two are going to 
find it difficult living and working 
together: Familiarity breeds contempt, you 
know. 


family 


a family man 
a man who likes to spend a lot of time 
with his wife and children èe He was 
known as a devoted family man who was 
closely involved in community life. 

in the family way old-fashioned 
pregnant * Have you heard that Jean's in 
the family way? 

run in the family 
if a particular quality or ability runs in 
the family, a lot of people in that family 
have it © Athletic ability runs in the 
family: his father played basketball in 
college and his mother was a high school 
athlete. 


famous 


Famous last words. humorous 
something that you say in order to 
emphasize that what someone said is 
wrong or is very likely to be wrong 
* James assured me it was always sunny 
in Italy in June. Famous last words. It 
rained every day of our trip. 


fancy 

take/tickle sb's fancy informal 
if something takes someone's fancy, they 
suddenly think it seems interesting 
e She's got enough money to buy whatever 
takes her fancy. 


fancy-pants 

fancy-pants American & Australian, 
informal 
trying to seem too attractive or too clever 
in a way that is false * (always before 
noun) We liked the restaurant's food but 
not the fancy-pants decor. « I don't know 
what she sees in that fancy-pants college 
professor of hers. 
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far 

far be it from me to do sth 
something that you say when you are 
giving advice or criticizing someone and 
you want to seem polite « Far be it from 
me to tell you what to do, but don't you 
think you should apologize? 

Far from it. X 
something that you say in order to tell 
someone that something is not true « T 
thought Jeff spoke fluent French.’ ‘Far 
from it - all he can say is "bonjour"! 

beafarcryfromsth >, 
to be very different from something » His 
new luxury mansion is a far cry from the 
one-bedroom cottage he lived in as a child. 


be far and away the v 
[best/greatest/worstetc.] - 
to be much better or much worse or to 
have much more of a particular quality 
than anyone or anything else « He's far 
and away the best tennis player I've ever 
seen. 


fashion 


a fashion victim humorous 
an impolite way of referring to someone 
who buys too many fashionable clothes 
* She'sacomplete fashion victim! Why else 
would she pay £100 for a pair of jeans? 

after a fashion 

1 if you do something after a fashion, you 
manage to do it although not very well « J 
can paint after a fashion, but I'm certainly 
not as good as you. 

2 almost, but not completely « A vegetarian 
diet is much healthier.’ ‘That’s true after a 
fashion, although I don't believe all meat 
is bad for you,’ 


fast 


fast and furious 
if an activity is fast and furious, it is done 
quickly and with a lot of energy « The 


fat 


first half of the game was fast and furious 
with both teams scoring three goals each. 

a fast talker American & Australian, 
informal 
someone who can talk in a clever way in 
order to persuade people to do or believe 
something, often something that is not 
honest or not true * Don't trust him Sal, 
he's a fast talker who's always out for his 
own good. ` 

a fast track ~< 
a very quick way of achieving something 
or dealing with something ¢ (often + to) 
Management training offers a fast track to 
the top of the company. + The government 
has announced that the reforms will be 
put on the fast track. (= dealt with very 
quickly) 
fast-track * (always before noun) We are 
introducing a fast-track procedure for 
dealing with applications. 

play fast and loose with sth/sb 
to treat something or someone without 
enough care e Like many film-makers, he 
plays fast and loose with the facts to tell 
his own version of the story. 

pull a fast one informal <_ 
to successfully deceive someone * (often 
* on) I paid him for six bottles of 
champagne, but he pulled a fast one on me 
and gave me six bottles of cheap wine. 


fat 


Fat chance! informal X, 
something that you say which means 
something is not very likely to happen 
* ‘D’you think your Dad'll drive us to the 
disco?’ ‘Fat chance!’ 

afat cat informal > 
an impolite way of referring to someone 
who is very rich and powerful » He's just 
another fat cat — a corporate tycoon from 
Boston. 
fat-cat informal » (always before noun) 
There's a lot of resentment against fat-cat 
lawyers who've made huge amounts from 
the case. 


a fat lot of good/use informal 
not helpful or useful « She can't lift 
anything heavy, so she's a fat lot of use! 
* Tm going to tell him exactly what I 


fate 


think of him.’ ‘A fat lot of good that'll do 
you!’ 

the fat is in the fire old-fashioned 
something that you say which means 
there will soon be problems because of 
something that has happened * Susie 
knows you've been seeing her boyfriend, so 
the fat’s in the fire. 

It’s not over until the fat lady sings. 
informal 
something that you say when someone is 
losing a game or competition but you 
think there is still a chance they might 
win ¢ Tony’s only two games behind. And 
as they say, it’s not over until the fat lady 
sings. c2 

live off the fat of the land ~ 
to have enough money to live in a very 
comfortable way without having to do 
much work ¢ Times have changed for the 
upper classes, many of whom are no 
longer able to live off the fat of the land. 


fate 


be a fate worse than death humorous 
to be the worst thing that can happen to 
you + When you're 16, an evening at home 
with your parents is a fate worse than 
death. 


seal sb's fate 
if an event seals someone's fate, they are 
certain to fail or to have an unpleasant 
experience in the future « His father's 
illness sealed his fate - Sam gave up his 
hopes of a college education and stayed 
home to run the family business. 


fatted 

kill the fatted calf 
to celebrate in order to welcome a friend 
or relative that you have not seen for a 
long time Æ This phrase comes from a 
story in the Bible when a father killed a 
young cow in order to celebrate the 
return of his son who he thought was 
dead. ¢ Annie's coming home, let's kill the 
fatted calf! 


fault 


to a fault 
if someone is generous or has another 
good quality to a fault, they are very 
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generous or have more of that good 
quality than other people « Nigel was 
generous to a fault, taking me out to 
dinner and buying me flowers and 
chocolates. 


faux pas 


a faux pas 
an embarrassing mistake made in public 
* I realized I'd made a real faux pas by 
eating my soup with my dessert spoon. 


favour 


Do me a favour! British & Australian, 
informal ` 
something that you say in order to tell 
someone that what they have just said is 
stupid « ‘Why don't you go out with 
Brian?’ ‘Oh, do me a favour! He’s almost 
50, and he still lives with his mother!’ 


In the following phrases, favor is 


the American spelling of favour. 
Australians use both spellings. 


curry favour 
to try to make someone like you or 
support you by doing things to please 
them e (usually + with) The government 
has promised lower taxes in an attempt to 
curry favour with the voters. 


do yourself a favour x 
something that you say when you are 
advising someone to do something which 
will have a good effect or will give them 
an advantage • (often + and + do sth) 
You’re looking really tired. Why don’t you 
do yourself a favour and take a break? 


do me/us a favour informal J< 
if you tell someone to do you a favour, you 
are telling them to stop doing something 
that is making you angry * (often + and + 
do sth) Why don't you do us all a favor and 
keep your opinions to yourself! 


favourite 


a favourite son British & Australian 

a favorite son American & Australian 
a famous person, especially a politician, 
who is supported and praised by people 
in the area they come from ¢ Let me 
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introduce to you the favorite son of feathers 


Russell, Kansas: Bob Dole. 


favours 


not do sb any favours British, American 
& Australian 

not do sb any favor American 
to do something that is likely to have a 
bad effect on you or on another person 
* (often reflexive) You're not well, and 
you're not doing yourself any favours by 
taking on extra work. * (usually in 
continuous tenses; often + by + doing 
sth) The government isn't doing the 
families of the victims any favor by hiding 
the truth about what really happened. 


fear 


put the fear of God into sb 
to frighten someone very much * What 
were you doing up on the roof? You put the 
fear of God into me! 


feast 


feast or famine 
something that you say which means that 
you either have too much of something 
or you have too little » It’s either feast or 
famine on television; last week there was 
nothing I wanted to see and this week there 
are three good films on at the same time. 


the ghost/spectre at the feast British, 
literary 
something or someone that spoils your 
enjoyment by making you remember 
something unpleasant e John was the 
spectre at the feast, always reminding her 
of her broken promise. 


feather 


a feather in sb's cap old-fashioned 
something very good that someone has 
done * A new television series will be 
another feather in his cap. 


You could have knocked me down/over 
with a feather! humorous 
something that you say in order to 
emphasize how surprised you were when 
something happened ¢ I only entered for a 
joke and I won first prize. You could have 
knocked me down with a feather. 


the feathers fly American 
if the feathers fly, people fight or argue a 
lot * The feathers'll fly if he finds out 
you've borrowed his car. 


ruffle sb's feathers >< 
to make someone annoyed e He wasn't 
asked to speak at the conference, and I 
know that ruffled his feathers a bit. 


federal 


make a federal case (out) of sth 
American 
to make something seem more important 
or serious than it really is * (usually 
negative) He only swore at you — there's no 
need to make a federal case out of it! 


feeding 

a feeding frenzy 
a situation where people try to get as 
much information as possible about an 
event, or to make as much profit as they 
can from it, especially in an unpleasant 
way ££» If hungry animals have a feeding 
frenzy, they become very excited by the 
smell of food and fight each other to get a 
share of it. « Her sudden tragic death 
sparked off a feeding frenzy in the media. 

It's feeding time at the zoo! humorous 
something that you say when a group of 
people are eating together in a way that is 
not controlled or organized * I see it's 
feeding time at the zoo. I'd better help 
myself to some food before it's all gone. 


feel 


cop a feel American, very informal 
to touch someone's body without their 
permission in order to get sexual 
excitement * He saw she was drunk and 
tried to cop a feel. 


feelers 


put out feelers 
to try to discover what people think about 
something that you might do £»An 
insect's feelers are the two long stick 
parts on its head which it uses to touch 
things and discover what is around it. 
e I've been putting out a few feelers and it 
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seems that most people are against keep your/both feet on the ground 


changing the way we elect the committee. 


feet 


feet of clay 
if you say that someone you admire has 
feet of clay, you mean they have hidden 
faults e Some of the greatest geniuses in 
history had feet of clay. 


be run/rushed off your feet 
to have to work very hard or very fast 
* There's only one secretary working for 
the whole accounts department and the 
poor woman is run off her feet. e We 
weren't exactly rushed off our feet — there 
was only one visitor all afternoon. 


be under your feet 

if someone is under your feet, they annoy 
you because they are always near you in 
a way that makes it difficult for you to do 
something ¢ The children have been under 
my feet all morning so I haven't been able 
to get any work done. 

get under sb's feet « Why don't you ask 
Kelly to sit in the other room for a while? 
That way she won't keep getting under my 
feet. 


find your feet 
to become familiar with a new place or 
situation ¢ It’s important to give new 
students a chance to find their feet. 


get your feet under the table British 
to become familiar with and confident in 
a new job or situation e It’s better to wait 
until you've got your feet firmly under the 
table before you make any big changes. 


get your feet wet mainly American 
to experience something for the first 
time, especially something that involves 
takingarisk e Investors are encouraged to 
get their feet wet by buying just a few 
shares to begin with. 


sweep sb off their feet 


to not have your character spoilt by 
becoming famous or successful « Friends 
say she's kept her feet firmly on the ground 
—fame hasn't changed her. 

have your/both feet on the ground 
* Acting is a tough profession and you 
need to have both feet on the ground if 
you're going to survive. 


land on your feet British, American & 


Australian 


fall on your feet British & Australian 


to be lucky or successful after you have 
been in a difficult situation e She really 
landed on her feet — she found an 
apartment right in the middle of San 
Francisco. *« Richard takes the most awful 
risks, but he always seems to fall on his 


feet. 


m 


if someone sweeps you off your feet, you 
fall suddenly and completely in love with 
them 9» She was hoping that some 
glamorous young Frenchman would come 
along and sweep her off her feet. 


think on your feet 


to think and react quickly, especially in a 
situation where things are happening 
very fast « An ability to think on your feet 
is a definite advantage when you're doing 
live comedy shows. 


vote with your feet ^ 


to show that you do not support 
something, especially an organization or 
a product, by not using or not buying it 
any more » Parents are voting with their 
feet and moving their children to schools 
where there is better discipline. 


jump in with both feet . - fell 


x 


jump in feet first 
to become involved in something very 
quickly, often without thinking carefully 
about it first « Take time to think things 
over before you make a decision, don’t 
jump straight in with both feet. 


at/in one fell swoop bi 


if you do something at one fell swoop, you 
do everything you have to do at the same 
time » I'd prefer to do the paperwork in 
one fell swoop. At least then we know it's 
finished with. 


femme fatale 


a femme fatale 
a woman who is sexually attractive but 
who is likely to cause trouble for men 
who are attracted to her * She plays a 
Russian femme fatale in the latest Bond 
film. 


fence 


sit on the fence 
to delay making a decision when you 
have to choose between two sides in an 
argument or a competition *« She 
criticized members of the committee for 
sitting on the fence and failing to make a 
useful contribution to the debate. 


fences 
mend (your) fences 


to try to become “friendly again with 
someone after an argument * (usually + 
with) China is trying to mend fences with 


Russia after the recent border dispute. 


fender 


a fender bender American, informal 
a car accident in which a car is slightly 
damaged e We got into a fender bender just 
as we were leaving the parking lot at the 
mall. 


fever 


fever pitch 

if you say that a feeling or a situation has 
reached fever pitch, you mean that 
people's emotions have become so strong 
that they can only just control 
themselves + By the time the princess 
appeared on the balcony, excitement 
among the crowd was at fever pitch. 
* Tension reached fever pitch as reports 
came in of further bomb attacks in the 
north. 


few - 
be few and far between ~~ 
to be very few * There are plenty of houses 
for sale, but buyers are few and far 
between. 
hoist a few American, informal 
to drink several glasses of beer or other 
alcoholic drink * We stopped at Donovan's 
on the way home and hoisted a few. 
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fiddle 


be on the fiddle British & Australian, 
informal 
to get money in a way that is not honest 
or not legal e Jf he's not on the fiddle, how 
did he afford that huge car? 


field 


have a field day 
to have an opportunity to do a lot of 
something you want to do, especially to 
criticize someone * The newspapers 
would have a field day if their affair ever 
became public knowledge. 


lead the field 

1 if you lead the field in a race or a sports 
event, you are better than all the people 
competing against you and are likely to 
win * At the end of the second day's play, 
Ballasteros is leading the field. 

2 if you lead the field in an activity or 
business, you are more successful than 
anyone else « There are some areas of 
medical research where Russian scientists 
still lead the field. 

leave the field clear for sb 
to stop competing with someone, which 
gives them a better chance of achieving 
success * John decided not to apply for the 
Job, which left the field clear for Emma. 

play the field 
to have many romantic or sexual 
relationships * She's not interested in 
marriage at this stage, so she's quite 
happy to play the field. 


fifth 


I take/plead the Fifth (Amendment) 
American, humorous 
something that you say in order to tell 
someone you are not going to answer a 
question 45 The Fifth Amendment is the 
part of American law that says someone 
does not have to answer questions about 
themselves in a law court. e (sometimes + 
on) ‘So who do you like best, Jenny or 
Kim?’ ‘Sorry, I take the Fifth on that." 


fifty-fifty »- 

fifty-fifty T 
if something is divided fifty-fifty, it is 
divided equally between two people « We 


fig 


decided to split the money fifty-fifty. « Let's 
go fifty-fifty on the expenses for our trip. 

a fifty-fifty chance 
if there is a fifty-fifty chance of 
something happening, it is equally likely 
to happen or not to happen » (usually + of 
+ doing sth) I'd say he's got a fifty-fifty 
chance of winning the race. 

fig . 

afigleaf / 
something that you use to try to hide an 
embarrassing fact or problem ££» In the 
Bible, Adam and Eve used fig leaves to 
cover their sexual organs when they 
discovered they were naked. e Are the 
peace talks simply providing a fig leaf for 
the continuing aggression between the two 
countries? 

not be worth a fig old-fashioned 
to not be important or useful « She's just 
an ignorant old busybody and her 
opinions aren't worth a fig. 

not care/give a fig old-fashioned 
if you say that you don't care a fig, you 
mean that something or someone is not 
important to you at all « They can say 
what they like, I don't give a fig. 

fighting 

a fighting chance 
a small but real possibility that you 
might do or achieve something ¢ (often + 
of + doing sth) Jf we can raise another 
thousand pounds we'll have a fighting 
chance of saving the theatre. « A good 
education will ensure that even the most 
disadvantaged children are given a 
fighting chance. 

be fighting fit 
to be very healthy * She was fighting fit 
after 10 weeks of intense physical training. 

be fighting for your life 

1 to be so ill or injured that you might die 
* One of the passengers was fighting for 
her life last night after receiving multiple 
injuries in the collision. 
a fight for life * Throughout 
Christopher's fight for life, his parents 
never left his bedside. 

2 if an organization or system is fighting 
for its life, people are trying very hard to 


figment 
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prevent it from being defeated or 
destroyed e With debts of over $2 million 
dollars, the corporation is fighting for its 
life. 

be fighting mad American & Australian, 
informal 
to be very angry * When Dad finds out 
you've crashed the car, he'll be fighting 
mad. 

be in fighting trim mainly American 
ready to deal with a situation, especially 
because you are in good physical 
condition * It was a challenging 
performance, but the dancers were in 
fighting trim. 


figure 

a figure of fun 
someone who people laugh at because 
they seem silly or stupid * She's fed up 
with being treated as a figure of fun and 
insists that her ideas deserve serious 
attention. 

cut an [interesting/ridiculous/unusual 
etc.] figure 
if someone cuts an interesting, 
ridiculous, unusual etc. figure, they seem 
interesting, ridiculous, unusual etc. « My 
Russian uncle cut an unusual figure 
among the very British audience. 

fill 

have had your fill 
to have had enough to eat or drink « No 
more pudding thanks, I've had my fill. 

have had your fill of sth ~~ 
if you have had your fill of an unpleasant 
situation, you will not accept it any 
longer e People have had their fill of 
empty promises and want action. 

final 

the final curtain 

the end of something, usually something 

that has lasted for a long time * As the 


Pa 
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final curtain fell on the longest match in 
tennis history, Agassi emerged victorious. 


in the final analysis 
something that you say when you are 
talking about what is most important or 
true in a situation » Jn the final analysis, 
the only people who will benefit are 
property owners. 


finders 

Finders keepers (losers weepers). 
something that you say when you find 
something that belongs to someone else 
and decide you are going to keep it 
* ‘Finders keepers,’ he said, putting the 
money away in his pocket. 


fin de siécle 

fin de siécle 
typical of or existing at the end of a 
century, especially the 19th century * The 
fin de siécle despair increased in the last 
few years of the century. + Tanya chose a 
course in fin de siécle literature. 


fine 

be a fine figure of a man/woman old- 
fashioned 
to be someone who is big and strong with 
an attractive body « She's a fine figure of 
a woman — not like all these skinny 
models. 


be in fine fettle 
to be very healthy or working well « She 
was in fine fettle when she came back from 
her trip to the States. + The business is in 
Jine fettle and we're even planning to 
expand. 


have sth down to a fine art British, — 
American & Australian 5 

have sth off to a fine art British & 
Australian 
to be able to do something very well, 
usually because you have been doing it 
for a long time * He's got sandwich 
making down to a fine art. 


finger 


not to put too fine a point on it 
something that you say when you are 
going to say exactly what you mean, even 
if other people may not like it « Well, not 
to put too fine a point on it, it's entirely 
your fault. 

You're a fine one to talk! informal 
something that you say when someone 
criticizes another person for doing 
something that they do themselves + 'He's 
always complaining.’ 'You're a fine one to 
talk!’ 


fine-tooth 


with a fine-tooth comb 
if you examine something with a fine- 
tooth comb, you examine every part of it 
very carefully e I'd advise you to examine 
your insurance policy with a fine-tooth 
comb to make sure you're covered if you 
take your car abroad. 


finger 

get/pull your finger out British & 
Australian, very informal 
if you tell someone to get their finger out, 
you mean they should start working hard 
* You'd better pull your finger out, you 
should have finished this job hours ago. 


give sb the finger American, very 
F x 
informal 
to make an offensive sign at someone by 
raising your middle finger towards them 
* When the kids were told to leave the store, 
they gave the manager the finger and ran 
off. 

have your finger on the pulse 
to be familiar with the most recent 
developments « Whoever designed the new 
model obviously had their finger on the 
pulse — it's precisely the sort of computer 
everyone's been waiting for. 
keep your finger on the pulse * As 
editor of a fashion magazine, she keeps 
her finger firmly on the pulse of the 
London scene. 

have a finger in every pie 
to be involved in and have influence over 
many different activities, often in a way 
that other people do not approve of * You 
can't make a decision on any kind of 


fingernails 


funding without consulting him — he has a 
finger in every pie. 
have a finger in the pie to be involved 
in a particular activity « When it comes to 
trade in the underdeveloped parts of the 
world, most Western countries want to 
have a finger in the pie. 
have a/your finger on the button 
to be the person who controls the nuclear 
weapons (- weapons that use power 
made by dividing atoms) that a country 
has and decides whether to fire them » Jf 
Europe has its own nuclear deterrent, 
whose finger would be on the button? 
lay a finger on sb/sth 
to touch or harm someone or something 
e (usually negative) Honestly, I never laid 
a finger on him, he just fell over. + If you so 
much as lay a finger on my sister, I'll break 
your arm! 


point the finger atsb >< 
to accuse someone of being responsible 
for something that has happened » Critics 
were quick to point the finger at the board 
of directors when the theatre started 
losing money. 


put the finger on sb very informal 

to tell someone in authority, especially 
the police, that someone has committed a 
crime ¢ If Big Joe finds out you put the 
finger on him, you won't live long enough 
to spend the reward money. 


fingernails 


cling on/hang on by your fingernails 
if you are clinging on by your 
fingernails, you are only just managing 
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to avoid danger or failure * (usually in 
continuous tenses) We're hanging on by 
our fingernails and hoping that it rains 
before we lose our entire crop. 


fingers ` 

burn your fingers xX 

have/get your fingers burned/burnt 
to suffer unpleasant results of an action, 
especially loss of money, so you are not 
keen to try the same thing again * Many 
investors burn their fingers when they are 
tempted by get-rich-quick schemes. 
* Several art dealers got their fingers 
burned on old master paintings that later 
turned out to be fakes. 


can count sth on the fingers of one 
hand 
if you say that you can count things on 
the fingers of one hand, you are 
emphasizing that they are very rare « 7 
can count on the fingers of one hand the 
number of times she's actually offered to 
buy mea drink. 

cross your fingers PN 

keep your fingers crossed 
to hope that things will happen in the 
way you want them to Æ People often 
cross their middle finger over their first 
finger as a sign that they are hoping for 
luck. « We're crossing our fingers and 
hoping that the weather stays fine. « (often 
an order) Keep your fingers crossed, 
everyone, Jane's only got to answer one 
more question. 
fingers crossed something that you say 
to show that you hope that what you have 
just said will happen or be true * Fingers 
crossed, we'll get the job done in time, but 
there's still an awful lot to do. 

slip through your fingers 

1 if something you hope to achieve slips 
through your fingers, you do not manage 
to achieve it « He has seen the world 
championship slip through his fingers 
twice. + This is my big chance to make a 
career in journalism. I can't let it slip 
through my fingers. 

2 if someone slips through your fingers 
they manage to escape from you * We've 
got men guarding all the exits and more 


men on the roof. He won't slip through our 
fingers this time. 


wear/work your fingers to the bone 
to work very hard for a very long time 
* I've been working my fingers to the bone 
to get the dress ready in time for the 
wedding. 


fingertips 

at your fingertips 
if you have information at your 
fingertips, you are able to get it very 
easily *« Every fact and figure he needed 
was at his fingertips. 


be an [artist/patriot/professional etc.] 

to your fingertips 

if you say that someone is an artist, 
patriot, professional etc. to their 
fingertips, you mean that they behave in 
away which is completely typical of such 
a person, and it is the most important 
part of their character « Mark, a 
professional to his fingertips, insisted that 
we should make proper joints, not simply 
nail the pieces of wood together. 


cling on/hang on by your fingertips 
if you are clinging on by your fingertips, 
you are only just managing to avoid 
danger or failure * (usually in 
continuous tenses) We were clinging on 
by our fingertips, desperately trying to 
stop them scoring another goal. 


fire 

fire in your/the belly 
if you have fire in your belly, you are 
ready to fight with energy and 
determination for what you believe is 


right « He will approach the committee 
with plenty of fire in his belly. 


breathe fire ^ 
to be very angry about something 
* (sometimes + over) The bishop was 
breathing fire over the press release made 
a few days ago. 

come under fire x 
to be criticized * (often + from) Last 
night's announcement quickly came under 
fire from the trade unions. * (sometimes + 
for) Mr Johnson has since come under fire 
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for being sarcastic and dismissive of his 
clients. 

draw (sb's) fire mainly American 
if something or someone draws fire, they 
are criticized * (often + from) The 
advertisements have drawn fire from anti- 
smoking campaigners * His radical 
approach is expected to draw fire. 

fight fire with fire ~~ 
to attack someone with a lot of force 
because they are attacking you with force 
o Inthe face of stiff competition from rival 
firms we had to fight fire with fire and 
slash our prices. 


go through fire and water old-fashioned 
to experience many difficulties or 
dangers in order to achieve something 
* (often + to do sth) They went through 
fire and water to ensure the prince's safety. 

hang/hold fire 
to delay doing something, especially 
making a decision, because you are 
waiting to see what will happen * It 
would have been good to settle the matter 
now, but I think we should hang fire until 
the general situation becomes clearer. 
* (often + on) The chancellor has said he 
will continue to hold fire on a further 
reduction in interest rates. 


light your fire informal 
to make someone excited, especially 
sexually * I’ve met some decent men but 
none that light my fire. 

light a fire under sb mainly American 
to make someone work better or harder 
* It’s time you lit a fire under those guys or 
they'll never finish painting the house. 

play with fire 
to be involved in an activity that could be 
dangerous * (usually in continuous 
tenses) We're playing with fire if we 
continue with genetic modification of our 
food. 


firing 

be firing on all cylinders 
to be operating as powerfully and 
effectively as possible « Dawson will be 


firing on all cylinders after 2 months of 
fitness training. 


first 


be in the firing line British, American & 
Australian 

be on the firing line American & 
Australian 

if someone or something is in the firing 
line, they are likely to be criticized, 
attacked, or got rid of * The judge found 
himself in the firing line from women's 
groups after his controversial comments 
about sexual assault. e Recent cuts in 
council budgets mean that concessionary 
fares were next on the firing line. 

opposite out of the firing line * As the 
president's wife, there was little hope of 
her staying out of the firing line during 
the election campaign. 


first 


first and foremost 

more than anything else « He remains 
first and foremost a businessman, not a 
politician. * In order to be successful a film 
has to be, first and foremost, a good story. 


‘first-come, first-served + Tickets for 
show are limited and we operate on a 
first-come, first-served basis. 


firsthand ^ 
if you experience something first hand, 
you experience it yourself « Many 
reporters based in the capital are 
experiencing the war first hand. * It is 
difficult to appreciate the scale of the 
problem without seeing the effects of the 
famine at first hand. 
first-hand * (always before noun) I’ve 
been a teacher for a long time, and have 
first-hand experience of the way these 
students behave. 

First in, best dressed. Australian 
something that you say which means that 
the first people to do something will get 
something first or will have an advantage 
* I've got ten free tickets to the movies to 
hand out, so it's first in, best dressed. 
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First things first. 


something that you say in order to tell 
someone that more important things 
should be done before less important 
things * I know you want to talk about my 
trip, but first things first, how have you 
been while I was away? 


the first string American, informal 


the group of people who are regularly 
chosen to play in the best sports team, or 
to do the most important work in a job 
* He didn't make first string on the football 
team until his senior year at college. 
first-string American, informal + She's a 
first-string reporter on the paper. 


at first blush mainly American 


when you first start to think about 
something * His decision isn't as odd as it 
may seem at first blush. 


be first among equals 

to officially be on the same level as other 
members in a group, but in fact have 
slightly more responsibility or be 
slightly more important e The chairman 
of the joint chiefs of staff was always 
considered first among equals. 


be first past the post British & 


Australian 

if someone is first past the post in a 
competition, they are the first to achieve 
something * The Russian team were first 
past the post in the race to complete the 
expedition. 

first-past-the-post in a first-past-the- 
post system of voting, a person is elected 
if they get the most votes in a particular 
area, even if their political party did not 
get most votes in the whole country 
* (always before noun) Many people think 
the British first-past-the-post system is 
unfair. 


be in the first flush of sth 


if someone is in the first flush of 
something, they are at the start of it 
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* You're no longer in the first flush of 
youth, you know, Dad! 


get to first base 

1 American & Australian, informal to 
begin to have success with something 
that you want to do 5 First base is the 
first place a player must run to after they 
hit the ball in a game of baseball. « They 
won't even get to first base with the 
directors with a proposal like that. 

2 mainly American, humorous to get to the 
first stage of a sexual relationship, where 
partners kiss and touch each other 
* Jimmy hasn't even gotten to first base yet 
with his girlfriend. 


give sb (the right of/to) first refusal 

to offer to sell someone something before 
you offer it to anyone else ¢ (often + on) I 
have given my existing publishers first 
refusal on my next book. 

have (the right of/to) first refusal 
* Manfield has the right of first refusal on 
any surplus stock. 


have first call on sth 
to have the right to use something first 
* John has first call on the car as he needs 
itfor work. 


If at first you don't succeed, (try, try, 
and try again). 
something that you say in order to tell 
someone they must keep trying in order 
to achieve something * My novel has been 
rejected by three publishers already. Still, 
if at first you don't succeed ... 


in the first place 
in the beginning * We should never have 
agreed to this in the first place. « We only 
had four of these glasses in the first place, 
and now I've broken two of them. 

not know the first thing about sth 
to not know anything about a particular 
subject * J don't know why you're asking 
Rob, he doesn't know the first thing about 
classical music. 


fish 

be like a fish out of water 
to feel awkward because you are not 
familiar with a situation or because you 
are very different from the people around 


you » All the other children in the school 
had rich, middle-class parents, and she 
was beginning to feel like a fish out of 
water. 


be neither fish nor fowl 
if something is neither fish nor fowl, it is 
difficult to describe or understand 
because it is like one thing in some ways 
but like another thing in other ways 
* The hovercraft has always suffered from 
the fact that it is neither fish nor fowl. 


drink like a fish informal 
to regularly drink a lot of alcohol 
* Harriet had two bottles of wine with her 
meal — that girl drinks like a fish! 


have bigger/other fish to fry 
to have something more important or 
more interesting to do * I couldn't waste 
my time trying to reach an agreement with 
them, I had other fish to fry. 


fishing 


a fishing expedition mainly American 
an attempt to discover the facts about 
something by collecting a lot of 
information, often secretly *« The 
investigators’ request for the company’s 
accounts is simply a fishing expedition — 
they have no real evidence of wrongdoing. 


fishy 


smell fishy informal 
if a situation or an explanation smells 
fishy, it causes you to think that someone 
is being dishonest « Webbers's account of 
what he was doing that evening smells a 
bit fishy to me. 


fist 

make a good fist of sth/doing sth British 
& Australian, old-fashioned 
to do something well + He made a good fist 
of explaining why we need to improve our 
public transport system. « He built the 
house himself and made a surprisingly 
good fist of it. 
opposite make a bad/poor fist of 
sth/doing sth British & Australian, old- 
fashioned » Our lawyer made a poor fist of 
advising us. 
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fit 

be as fit as a fiddle British, American & 
Australian 

be as fit as a flea British & Australian 
to be very healthy * My Dad's nearly 
eighty now but he's as fit as a fiddle. 

be fit to be tied American 
to be very angry or upset ¢ She was fit to 
be tied when she discovered she'd left her 
purse on the train. 


have/throw a fit informal 
to be very angry * My mother threw a fit 
when she saw the mess we'd made. 


fits 
If the cap fits (wear it). British, American 
& Australian 


If the hat/shoe fits (wear it). American 
something that you say to tell someone 
that if they are guilty of something bad, 
they should accept criticism * Look, I 
didn't say who was to blame for this mess — 
but if the cap fits, wear it. 


in fits and starts 
if something happens in fits and starts, it 
often stops and then starts again » Replies 
are arriving in fits and starts. 


five 

Give me five! mainly American, informal 
something that you say when you want 
someone to hit your open hand with 
theirs, in order to greet them or to show 
how pleased you are * Hi there little 
buddy, give me five! 
Give me a high five! American, 
informal something that you say when 
you want someone to hit your open hand 
with theirs, at a level above your 
shoulder * Yo, Bob! Give me a high five! 

Take five! American, informal 
something that you say in order to tell 
other people to take a short rest from 
work or exercise * ‘OK everybody, take 
five.’ 


fix 


be in a fix 
to be in a difficult situation * I’m in a real 
fix, the tyre's flat and I haven't got a spare. 


flag 


drape/wrap yourself in the flag 
to pretend to do something for your 
country when you are really doing it for 
your own advantage * Companies in the 
UK are finding it useful to wrap 
themselves in the British flag. 
fly/show/wave the flag 
to support or to represent your country 
* (often + for) In the absence of any other 
Italian film directors, Mr Infascelli 
bravely flew the flag for his country. 


flagpole 

run sth up the flagpole mainly American 
to tell people about an idea in order to see 
what they think of it e Run your 
suggestion up the flagpole and see what 
the others say. 


flags 

Put the flags out! British, humorous 
something that you say when you are 
pleased and surprised that something 
has happened * John's done the washing 
up. Put the flags out! 


flak 


get/take (the) flak informal 
to receive strong criticism * (often + 
from) Channel 4 took the flak from angry 
viewers protesting about the show. * (often 
* for) She got a lot of flak for deserting 
her children. 


flames 


fan the flames 
to cause anger or other bad feelings to 
increase ¢ (usually + of) His speeches 
fanned the flames of racial tension. 

goupinflames ^. 
to fail or come to an end suddenly and 
completely * Final hopes of a pay 
settlement went up in flames yesterday 
after talks broke down. 

shoot sth/sb down in flames informal 
to strongly criticize an idea or plan, or to 
refuse to accept it e Several months ago 
this highly impractical idea would have 
been shot down in flames. » I thought I'd 
made a sensible suggestion, but they just 
shot me down in flames. 


flash 

a flash in the pan 
something that happens only once or for 
a short time and will not be repeated 
* We're hoping that this is a long-term 
opportunity, and not just a flash in the 
pan. 

flat 

flat out 

1if a person or a machine is doing 
something flat out, they are doing it as 
fast and with as much energy as they can 
* (often + to do sth) The decorators have 
been working flat out to get the job 
finished. * My car only does 60 mph, even 
when it's going flat out. 

2 American if someone says something flat 
out, they say it in a very clear and direct 
way, even if it might upset people * He 
called up and flat out asked if I was 
having an affair with Bob. 

be as flat as a pancake 
to be very flat « My cake hasn't risen — it's 
as flat as a pancake! 

be flat broke informal 
to have no money at all « I can't even pay 
the rent this month. I'm flat broke. 

fallflat XX 

1 if an entertainment or a joke falls flat, 
people do not enjoy it and do not think it 
is funny * Several attempts at humour 
during his speech fell flat. 

2if an attempt to influence people's 
behaviour or opinions falls flat, it fails 
* The advertising campaign which had 
worked so well in the US fell flat in China. 
* The statement that pregnancy is not an 
illness falls flat with many morning 
sickness sufferers. 

fall flat on your/its face 
to fail or make a mistake in an 
embarrassing way * The new scheme fell 
flat on its face in spite of all the financial 
support that was given. « It's always 
amusing to see a newscaster fall flat on his 
face. 

flattery 

Flattery will get you nowhere. humorous 
something that you say to someone in 
order to tell them that their praise will 
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flesh 


not persuade you to do anything that you 
do not want to do * Weill, I’m glad you 
liked the meal, but flattery will get you 
nowhere! 


flaunt 


If you've got it, flaunt it! informal 
something that you say which means if 
you have something you are proud of, 
such as beauty or wealth, you should 
make it obvious * If I had legs like yours 
I'd wear really short dresses. If you've got 
it, flaunt it! 


flavour 


the flavour of the month British & 
Australian 

the flavor of the month American & 
Australian 
someone or something that has suddenly 
become very popular, but may not remain 
popular for long * Role-playing games are 
suddenly the flavour of the month. 


flea 


send sb away with a flea in their ear 
British & Australian, informal 
to angrily tell someone to go away * A 
young kid came asking for money but I 
sent him away with a flea in his ear. 


flesh 


flesh and blood 

1 human * Many of the cartoon characters 
are more popular than their flesh and 
blood counterparts. 

2if you say that someone is flesh and 
blood, you mean that they have feelings 
or faults that are natural because they 
are human e J may be a priest, but I'm not 
immune to pretty women. I'm only flesh 
and blood, after all. 


be sb's (own) flesh and blood 
to be someone's relative « How can you be 
so cruel to him when he's your own flesh 
and blood? 


make sb's flesh crawl/creep 
if someone or something makes your 
flesh creep, you think they are extremely 
unpleasant or frightening * (often in 
present tenses) Spiders and insects really 


flies 


make my flesh crawl. » I hate that guy in 
accounts, he makes my flesh creep. 


press the flesh mainly American, 
humorous 
if politicians or famous people press the 
flesh, they shake hands with the public 
* Even after 12 hours on the campaign 
trail, he was still meeting his supporters 
and pressing the flesh. 


put flesh on (the bones of) sth 

to add more detail to something in order 
to make it more interesting or easier to 
understand * We need some real figures 
and evidence to put flesh on the theory. » It 
would be wise to put flesh on the bones of 
your basic proposal before you ask them to 
consider it. 


meet/see sb in the flesh > 
to meet or see someone yourself, instead 
of watching them in a film or on 
television, etc. « I knew his face so well 
from the photographs that it felt a bit 
strange when I finally saw him in the 
flesh. 


flies 


There are no flies on sb. 
something that you say which means that 
someone is intelligent and able to think 
quickly « The minute she heard the 
business was for sale she was on the phone 
making an offer. There are no flies on her: 


flight 


a flight of fancy/fantasy/imagination 
an idea which shows a lot of imagination 
but which is not practical or useful in 
real situations e You were talking about 
cycling across the US, or was that just 
another flight of fancy? 


flip-flop 


a flip-flop American 

a complete change, especially from one 
decision or opinion to another e The 
government has made a policy flip-flop 
over arms sales. 

flip-flop American * (often + on) The 
Senator wouldn't dare flip-flop on the 
abortion issue — he'd lose too many votes. 
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floodgates 


open the floodgates 

if an action or a decision opens the 
floodgates, it allows something to happen 
a lot or allows many people to do 
something that was not previously 
allowed * (often + to) If they win their 
case it could open the floodgates to others 
with similar compensation claims. 


floor 


floor it American, informal 
to drive a car as fast as it will go « He likes 
to take his sports car out on the road and 
floor it. 

fall/go through the floor a 
if the price or value of something falls 
through the floor, it becomes very low 
* House prices have gone through the floor 
this year. 

wipe the floor with sb British, American 
& Australian d 

mop the floor with sb American ^ ~ 
to defeat someone easily « Alex is always 
really good in a debate, she'll wipe the 
floor with them. 


flotsam 


flotsam and jetsam 

people or things which are not wanted or 
have no value » Flotsam and jetsam are 
the pieces of broken wood and other 
waste material found on the beach or 
floating on the sea. e Drug addicts, the 
homeless, all are viewed as the flotsam and 
jetsam of today's society. 


f s Coes £5 ce 
OPPOSITE go against the flow « I decided 
to go against the flow and try something 
different from the rest of them. 


fly 
a fly in the ointment 


someone or something that spoils a 
situation which could have been 


A 
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successful or pleasant e The only fly in the 
ointment was my mother, who insisted on 
whispering through the first half of the 
show. 


It'll never fly. American > 
something that you say when you think 
an idea will not be successful « He sent me 
a movie script but it'll never fly — it's just 
too unbelievable. 


let fly (sth) 
to start shouting angrily « (sometimes + 
at) I was so angry I let fly at them as soon 
as they came in. + Gripping the arms of 
his chair, he let fly a barrage of offensive 
comments. 

on the fly American 
if someone does something on the fly, 
they do it quickly and without thinking 
carefully before they do it « She was the 
sort of person who would make decisions 
on the fly rather than allowing herself 
time to think. 


wouldn't harm/hurt a fly 
if you say that someone wouldn't hurt a 
fly you mean that they are a gentle 
person and that they would not do 
anything to injure or upset anyone 
* Damian just isn't the violent type. He 
wouldn't hurt a fly. 

fly-by-night 

fly-by-night 
a fly-by-night person or organization 
cannot be trusted because they have not 
been established long, and could leave or 
close at any time * (always before noun) 
They've opened one of those cheap and 


foggiest 


nasty fly-by-night stores on the High 
Street. ¢ I'm serious about representing my 
constituents. I'm not a fly-by-night 
politician. 

flying 

be flying high 

1 if a person or a company is flying high, 
they are very successful « The company 
was flying high as a maker of personal 
computers. 

2 American, informal to be very excited or 
happy, often because of the effect of 
drugs *« The guy was on drugs — flying 
high and scaring everyone around him. 
* When the winter Olympics came to 
Canada, the whole country was flying 
high. 


come through/pass with flying colours 
British & Australian 

come through/pass with flying colors 
American & Australian 
to pass an examination with a very high 
score or to complete a difficult activity 
very successfully ¢« She took her 
university entrance exam in December 
and passed with flying colours. « The 
officer training was gruelling, but he came 
through with flying colours. 


get off to a flying start 
to begin an activity very successfully 
* Maria got off to a flying start in her new 
job. ¢ With several customers on the books 
already, Tim’s new business had got off to 
aflying start. 


foaming 


foaming at the mouth 
very angry e The court's decision has left 
bloodsport enthusiasts foaming at the 
mouth. 


foggiest 


food 


food \y 
give sb food for thought x 
to make someone think seriously about 
something « What you've suggested has 
certainly given me food for thought. 


fool 


A fool and his money are soon parted. 
something that you say which means that 
stupid people spend money without 
thinking about it enough * Gianni 
relishes his extravagant lifestyle — but 
then a fool and his money are soon parted. 

act/play the fool 
to behave in a silly way, often in order to 
make people laugh * Come on guys, stop 
acting the fool and pay attention. 


be no/nobody's fool 
to be intelligent *« John's no fool. He's 
never going to believe that excuse. 

afool'serrand > 
an attempt to do something that has no 
chance of success » Billions of dollars 
have been spent on long-range weather 
forecasting, but it's a fool's errand. 

live in a fool's paradise 
to be happy because you do not know or 
will not accept how bad a situation really 
is * James is living in a fool's paradise if 
he thinks things are always going to be 
this good. 

make a fool of yourself 
to do something which makes you seem 
stupid ¢ He's always getting drunk and 
making a fool of himself at parties. 

More fool you! British, American & 
Australian 

The more fool you! American 
something that you say in order to show 
that you think someone has done 
something stupid e You lent her sixty 
pounds and expected it back? More fool 
you! ¢ 'He's volunteered to work late.’ ‘The 
more fool him, then.’ 

play sb for a fool American & Australian 
to treat someone as if they are stupid, 
especially by trying to get something 
from them in a way that is not fair « He's 
playing you for a fool. Just don't lend him 
any more money. 


i opposite get offistart off on the right 
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fooled 


You could've fooled me. informal / 
something that you say when you do not 
believe what someone says about 
something that you saw or experienced 
yourself ù ‘No, I wasn't angry, I was just a 
little surprised.’ ‘Really? You could've 
fooled me.’ 


fools 


Fools rush in (where angels fear to 
tread). 
something that you say which means that 
stupid people do things without thinking 
about them enough e Alan volunteered to 
be chairman and now he regrets it. Fools 
rush in, is all Ican say. 


not suffer fools gladly 
to become angry with people you think 
are stupid « Jim's a fair boss, but he 
doesn't suffer fools gladly. 


foot 


the boot is on the other foot British & 
Australian 

the shoe is on the other foot American 
if you say that the boot is on the other 
foot, you mean that a situation is now the 
opposite of what it was before, often 
because a person who was in a weak 
position is now in a strong position * In 
the past, we had great influence over their 
economy, but the boot is on the other foot 


foot ¢ (usually in past tenses) J got off on 
the right foot by telling her how impressed 
Iwas with her work. 

2 to start an activity badly « Jf I get off on 
the wrong foot with one of my paintings, I 
know it will never be right. 
opposite get off/start off on the right 
foot « The commission has started off on 
the right foot by consulting local people. 
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have/keep a foot in both camps >< 

to be involved with two groups of people 
who often have very different aims and 
opinions « He has moved from fringe to 
mainstream theatre, but he still keeps a 
foot in both camps. 


My foot! oid-fashioned 
something that you say after repeating 
something someone has just said, in 
order to show that you do not believe it 
* A fluent French speaker my foot! He 
knows a few words at the most. 


2 mainly British, informal to suddenly 
increase your speed when you are 
driving * The road ahead was clear, so I 
put my foot down and tried to overtake the 
car in front. 


put your foot to the floor American 
to suddenly increase your speed when 
you are driving * I put my foot to the floor 
and reached the apartment in less than an 
hour. 


not put a foot wrong British & Australian 
to not make any mistakes e Angie has 
always been good at her job, she never puts 
a foot wrong. 

can't put a foot wrong British & 
Australian if someone can't put a foot 
wrong, people like them so much that 
they think everything they do is perfect 
* As far as Charles is concerned, she can't 
puta foot wrong. " 

shoot yourself in the foot ^^ 

to do or say something stupid which 
causes problems for you « He shot himself 


in the foot by suggesting that women 
politicians were incompetent. 


footloose 


be footloose and fancy-free old- 
fashioned 
if someone is footloose and fancy-free, 
they can do what they want because they 
are not married or do not have many 
responsibilities « Jane's planning to go to 
parties and clubs every night now that 
she's footloose and fancy-free. 

footsie 

play footsie informal 
to secretly touch someone's feet under a 
table with your feet, in order to show that 
you are sexually attracted to them 
e (usually in continuous tenses) I think 
they were playing footsie in the meeting! 

play footsie with sb mainly American 
to be involved with a person or an 
organization secretly because you know 
that other people will not approve « The 
government never forgave him for playing 
footsie with the terrorists. 


footsteps 


follow in sb's footsteps 
to do the same job or the same things in 
your life as someone else, especially a 
member of your family « He followed in 
his father's footsteps and went into the 
army. 

forbidden 

forbidden fruit 
something that you want very much but 
are not allowed to have, especially a 
sexual relationship Æ In the Bible, the 
forbidden fruit was an apple which God 
told Adam and Eve they could not eat. 
* He'd spent many years lusting after his 
brother's wife — the forbidden fruit. 


force 


force of habit 
if someone does something from force of 
habit, they do it without thinking 
because they have done it so often before 
* Even though he's gone she still keeps 
laying the table for two — force of habit, I 
guess. 


foregone 


be a force to be reckoned with 
if an organization or person is a force to 
be reckoned with, they are very powerful 
* The Scottish team's performance last 
month shows that they are once again a 
force to be reckoned with. 

be out in force 
to be present in large numbers « The 
Prince's young supporters were out in 
force. 


foregone 

a foregone conclusion 
a result that is obvious to everyone even 
before it happens * (not used with the) It 
seems like this year's election results are a 
foregone conclusion. * (often + that) It's 
certainly not a foregone conclusion that 
we'll win. 

forelock-tugging 

forelock-tugging British 
showing too much respect towards 
someone who is in a high position * As 
the General marched in, the collective 
forelock-tugging began. 

forewarned 

Forewarned is forearmed. 
something that you say which means that 
if you know about something before it 
happens, you can be prepared for it 
* Apparently Simon has some criticisms of 
my book. Still, forewarned is forearmed. 

forked 

speak with (a) forked tongue 
to make false promises or to speak in a 
way which is not honest « The minister is 
speaking with a forked tongue, promising 
support he will never deliver. 

fort 

hold the fort British, American & 
Australian 

hold down the fort American 
to be left in charge of a situation or place 
while someone is away * Someone had to 
stay at home and hold the fort while my 
mother was out. 

Fort Knox 

be like Fort Knox humorous 
if a building or an area is like Fort Knox, 
it is very difficult to enter or leave it 
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because it is so well protected 4 Fort 
Knox is the building where the United 
States keeps its supplies of gold. « Our 
house is like Fort Knox with all these extra 
security locks. 


forty 

forty winks informal 
a short sleep during the day « She just 
had time to put her feet up and catch forty 
winks before dinner. 


foul 

foul play 

1 actions which are not fair or honest * A 
virus wiped out all our computer-held 
records. We suspect foul play on the part of 
an ex-employee. 

2 murder « It’s not clear why the man 
drowned, but the police haven't ruled out 
foul play. 

fall foul of sb 
to upset someone, so that they do not like 
you and try to harm you * Officials who 
fall foul of the mayor find themselves 
exiled to the most boring departments. 


fall foul of sth slightly formal 
to break a law or a rule, and often be 
punished * If their market share grows 
too large, they will fall foul of anti- 
monopoly laws. 


foul-mouthed 

foul-mouthed a 
someone who is foul-mouthed swears a 
lot ¢ He was foul-mouthed and violent. 


foundations 


rock/shake sth to its foundations 

rock/shake the foundations of sth 
to damage or change an organization ora 
person's beliefs very much » Allegations 
of scandal and abuse have rocked the 
party to its foundations. « The ideas 
seemed to make sense, but shook the 
foundations of her own Christian beliefs. 


four 


the four corners of the earth/world 
every part of the world * Wedding guests 
arrived from the four corners of the world. 


four-letter 

afour-letter word ^ 
a short word that is extremely rude * The 
player was suspended after using a 
variety of four-letter words in front of the 
umpire. 

frame 

a frame of mind 
the way someone feels at a particular 
time * A few hours later he was in a much 
more positive frame of mind. « Whether 
or not you enjoy the film may depend on 
your frame of mind. 

be in the frame British & Australian 
to be likely to achieve something or to be 
chosen for a job or an activity * (often + 
for) Anderson was in the frame for the job 
in sales, but decided not to take it. 
* (sometimes + to do sth) Only Ferrari are 
in the frame to win the championship. 


frankenstein 

a Frankenstein's monster 
something that cannot be controlled and 
that attacks or destroys the person who 
invented it £» This phrase comes from 
the book Frankenstein by Mary Shelley. 
* Giving extra powers to the army turned it 
into a Frankenstein's monster that is now 
threatening to overthrow the ruling party. 


fray : 

enter/join the fray ~, 
to become involved in an argument or a 
fight « Members of the royal family rarely 
enter the political fray. 

frazzle 

wear sb to a frazzle informal 
to make someone feel very tired and 
nervous * (often reflexive) She's worn 
herself to a frazzle trying to get that report 
finished. e You've been looking after her 
kids for a month? You must be worn to a 
frazzle. 

free 

free and easy 
relaxed and informal « The atmosphere in 
our office is always free and easy. 

a free agent 
someone whose actions are not limited or 
controlled by anyone else * Once the 
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divorce has come through you'll be a free 
agent again. 


a free ride 
an opportunity or advantage that 
someone gets without having done 
anything to deserve it « Just because he 
was the boss's son didn't mean Tim got a 
Sree ride. 


a free spirit 
someone who does what they want and 
does not feel limited by the usual rules of 
social behaviour e His brothers describe 
Nick as something of a free spirit, 
unconventional and adventurous. 


allow/give sb (a) free rein 
to allow someone to do what they want or 
go where they want to e (often + to do sth) 
The older kids were given free rein to do 
whatever they wanted. « We shut the kitten 
out of the bedroom but allowed her free 
rein in the rest of the apartment. 


allow/give sth (a) free rein 
if you give ideas or emotions free rein, 
you allow them to develop and do not try 
to control them * With all these materials 
available, we can give our creativity free 
rein. 

as free as a bird 
completely free to do what you want and 
without any worries e She'd been 
travelling alone round the Greek islands 
for a year -free as a bird. 


feel free 
something that you say in order to tell 
someone that they are allowed to do 
something « (often + to do sth) The 
restaurant doesn’t sell alcohol, so feel free 
to bring your own beer and wine. * If you 
want to use my computer for your report, 


feel free. 


give sb a free hand 

to allow someone to do whatever they 
think is necessary in a particular 
situation * (often + to do sth) His 
manager had given him a free hand to 
make whatever changes he felt necessary. 
have a free hand * (sometimes + in + 
doing sth) The editor said I could have a 
free hand in designing the cover page. 


free-for-all 


It's a free country! 
something that you say which means that 
you have the right to do something even if 
someone else has criticized you for it 
* I'll shout if I want to — it's a free country! 

make free with sth 
to use something a lot, even when it does 
not belong to you » I won't have him in my 
house, making free with my whiskey. 

There's no such thing as a free lunch. 
something that you say which means that 
if someone gives you something, they 
always expect you to give them 
something or to do something for them 
* He offered me a room in his house, but he 
seems to expect me to do all the housework. 
Ishould have known there's no such thing 
as a free lunch. 


free-for-all 

a free-for-all ~, 
a situation that is not controlled, and 
where everyone does what they want or 
fights for what they want to get « This is 
supposed to be a sensible debate, don't let it 
degenerate into a free-for-all. « In the 
economic free-for-all of the final years of 
communism, he was able to amass a 
sizeable fortune. 


french 


French leave old-fashioned, humorous 
a period when you are absent from work 
without asking for permission £» In the 
18th century in France, it was the custom 
to leave an official event or party without 
saying goodbye to the person who had 
invited you. ¢ Is Ray really ill again, or is 
he just taking French leave? 

a French letter informal, old-fashioned 
a thin rubber covering that a man can 
wear on his penis during sex to stop a 
woman becoming pregnant or to protect 
him or his partner against infectious 
diseases * In those days, French letters 
were the only form of contraceptive we 
had. 

Pardon my French! British, humorous 
something that you say which means you 
are sorry because you have said an 
impolite word « The silly sod never turned 
up, pardon my French. 
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fresh 


be as fresh as a daisy 
to be full of energy and enthusiasm * It's 
been a long drive but give me a cup of tea 
and I'll soon feel fresh as a daisy. 

be fresh from swh British 

be fresh out of swh American & 
Australian 
to have just finished education or 
training in a particular school or college 
and not have much experience * Our 
course is taught by a young professor fresh 
out of law school. 

be fresh out of sth American & 
Australian 
to have just finished or sold a supply of 
something, and have no more left « Sorry, 
we're fresh out of bread this morning. 


get fresh 
to show by your actions or words that you 
want to have sex with someone * (usually 
+ with) If he tries to get fresh with you, 
tell him to keep his hands to himself. 

get fresh with sb American & Australian 
to talk to someone in an impolite way or 
behave in a way which shows you do not 
respect them * Don't you get fresh with 
me, young lady! 

Friday 


a girl/man/person Friday 
a person who does many different types 
of usually not very interesting work in 
an office © Man Friday is the name of 
the servant in the book Robinson Crusoe 
by Daniel Defoe. + The ad said, ‘Person 
Friday required for general office duties". 


friend 


A friend in need (is a friend indeed). 
something that you say which means that 
someone who gives you help when you 
need it is a really good friend « She looked 
after my dogs while I was in hospital. A 
friend in need is a friend indeed. 

friends 

have friends in high places 
to know important people who can help 
you get what you want « He has plenty of 
friends in high places willing to support 
his political career. 
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With friends like that, who needs 
enemies? humorous 
something that you say when someone 
you thought was your friend treats you in 
an unpleasant way * He told my girlfriend 
I was boring. With friends like that, who 
needs enemies! 


frighteners 


put the frighteners on sb British, old- 
fashioned, informal 
to threaten someone e He said he wouldn't 
pay up so I sent my brothers round to put 
the frighteners on him. 


fritz 


be on the fritz American, informal 
if a piece of equipment or machinery is 
on the fritz, it does not work as it should 
* It will be a long, hot summer — our air 
conditioning is on the fritz. 


frog 

have a frog in your throat informal 
to be unable to speak clearly until you 
give a slight cough ù Excuse me, I've got a 
bit of a frog in my throat. 


front X 

the front office American ~ 
the managers of a company * The front 
office has decided to cut back on technical 
staff. 
front-office American * (always before 
noun) She's one of the key front-office 
advisers. 

be in the front line 
to be in an important position where you 
have influence, but where you are likely 
to be criticized or attacked * (often + of) 
Many social workers are in the front line of 
racial tension. 

put on/up a front x 
to pretend to feel a certain way * He 
hasn't shown any signs of grief over his 
father's death, but I'm sure he's just 
putting up a front. 

up front 
if you give someone an amount of money 
up front, you pay them before they start a 
job * Did you pay up front or are you 
waiting till they've finished the job? 


full 


fruit 


the fruit of your loins humorous 
your children * The fruit of my loins you 
may be, but that doesn't mean I have to 
look after you all my life! 
Y 


$ 


frying 

jump out of the frying pan (and) into 
the fire 
to go from a bad situation to an even 
worse one * Many kids who run away 
from unhappy homes discover they've 
jumped out of the frying pan and into the 
fire. 


fuddy-duddy 

a fuddy-duddy informal 
someone who has old-fashioned ideas 
and dresses in an old-fashioned way 
* You don't want to take any notice of her, 
she's just a pompous old fuddy-duddy! 
fuddy-duddy informal * His ideas were 
irrelevant, boring and fuddy-duddy. 


fuel 

add fuel to the fire/flames > 
to make an argument or a bad situation 
worse » His mild words only added fuel to 
the fire. Isabelle was furious. 


full 


(at) full pelt/steam/tilt informal >< 
as fast as possible « He was going full pelt 
down the motorway but he still didn’t 
make it to the airport in time. 


full steam ahead 
with all possible energy and enthusiasm 
* We're going full steam ahead to expand 
the business. « Now we've solved a few 
problems it's full steam ahead. 

(at) full throttle 
if a person or a machine is at full throttle, 
they are doing something as well and 
with as much energy as they can * By the 
end of May, the assembly line will be 
working at full throttle. 


full 


the full monty mainly British, humorous 
if something is the full monty, it is as 
complete as possible * Their wedding was 
magnificent, with a champagne reception, 
three-course dinner and a band - the full 
monty. r 

allow/give sth full play ^^ 
if something is given full play, it is used 
or developed as much as possible « The 
themes of love and bereavement are given 
full play in Oliver's new novel. « He urges 
that market forces should be allowed full 
play in the villages. 
come into full play * Here, his genius for 
networking came into full play. 

at full stretch British 
if someone or something is at full 
stretch, they are working as hard as 
possible « The emergency services are 
working at full stretch to cope with the 
accident. + When the plant is operating at 
full stretch it can employ 800 people. 

be as full as a boot/tick Australian, 
informal 
to be very drunk * Old Clive was as full as 
a boot when he left the hotel last night. 

be full of yourself >< 
to think that you are very important in a 
way that annoys other people « I'm not 
sure I like Sarah, she’s so full of herself 
all the time. 


be full of beans 
to have a lot of energy and enthusiasm 
* I’ve never met anyone so full of beans 
before breakfast. 
be full of crap/shit British, American & 
Australian, taboo ^ 
be full of bull American, very informal 
to often say stupid or wrong things * J 
wouldn't listen to what Jeremy says, he’s 
always full of shit. 
be full of holes 
if an idea or plan is full of holes, it is not 
complete or has many faults « His theory is 
full of holes so we should have no problem 
convincing people that he's wrong. 
be full of piss and vinegar American, 
very informal 
to have a lot of energy * He's full of piss 
and vinegar this morning. 
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be full of the joys of spring British & 
Australian, humorous 
to be very happy * He bounced into the 
office, fullof the joys of spring. 

be in full cry British & Australian 
to criticize someone or something in a 
noisy and eager way e The opposition was 
in full cry over the changes to the 
education bill. 


be in full flow/spate British & Australian 
if an activity is in full flow, it is happening 
fast and with energy » He had this 
annoying habit of interrupting her when 
she was in full spate. « The royal wedding 
preparations were now in full flow. 

be in full swing 
if an event is in full swing, it has already 
been happening for a period of time and 
there is a lot of activity « When we got to 
Vicki's place the party was in full swing. 

not be the full quid Australian, informal 
to be slightly crazy or stupid * He's a bit 
odd -I don't think he's the full quid. 

come to a full stop 7— 
to end, especially because of a problem 
or difficulty « After a series of health 
problems his career came to a full stop. 


come/go/turn full circle 
if something or someone has come full 
circle after changing a lot, they are now 
the same as they were at the beginning 
* My career has come full circle and I am 
back at the school where I started out as a 
teacher thirty years ago. » In the meantime 
her opinions have gone full circle and she 
has decided to rejoin the party. 
bring sb full circle * The poem brings us 
full circle, and leaves us with an image of 
the daffodils still dancing by the lake. 
The wheel has come/turned full circle. 
something that you say which means a 
situation is the same now as it was before 
things started to change e The wheel had 
finally come full circle; we were together as 
a family again. 

in full force 
if a group of people are at a place in full 
force, all of them are there ¢ Heidi's side 
of the family were there in full force but 
Bill's brother was the only one to show up. 
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full-court 

a full-court press American 
a big effort to achieve something « The 
Mayor has urged a full-court press for 
civil rights and fair housing in the city. 


fullness 

in the fullness of time 
if you say that something will happen in 
the fullness of time, you mean that it will 
happen if you wait long enough 
e Everything will become clear in the 
fullness of time. 


fun y 

not be all fun and games X 
if an activity is not all fun and games, 
parts of it are difficult or unpleasant 
* Being a tour representative isn't all fun 
and games, I can tell you. 

have fun and games humorous 
to have difficulty doing something or 
dealing with someone * (often + doing 
sth) We had fun and games trying to give 
the dog a bath. » (often + with) She's had 
fun and games with the tax office. 

It was fun while it lasted. 

something that you say when something 

good has ended but you are not sorry * I 

wouldn't have wanted more than 3 years 

at university, but it was fun while it lasted. 


funeral 


it's your funeral 
something that you say in order to tell 
someone that if they suffer bad results 
from their actions it will be their own 
fault e ‘I’m not coming to the meeting, I 


furrow 


can't afford the time.' 'Okay, it's your 
funeral.’ 


funk 


be in a (blue) funk 
to be very worried or unhappy about 
something e He's been in a real funk since 
she left him. 


funny 


funny business informal «^ 
dishonest or unpleasant actions e If you 
try any funny business you'll be sorry. 

funny money 
money that has been printed by 
criminals, or which has come from 
dishonest activities « He was caught 
passing funny money through the 
business. 

a funny farm humorous 
a hospital for people who are mentally ill 
Æ This expression may be offensive in 
some situations. « If things get much 
worse they'll be carrying me off to the 
funny farm. 


fur 


the fur flies 
if the fur flies, people have a bad 
argument e The fur was really flying 
during that meeting. 
set the fur flying 
make the fur fly * to cause a bad 
argument e. She set the fur flying by 
demanding to see the letters. 


furrow 


plough a lone/lonely furrow mainly 
British, literary 
to do something alone and without help 
from other people « He'd always been 
happier working in isolation, ploughing a 
lonefurrow. 
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gaff 

blow the gaff British, old-fashioned, 
informal 
to cause trouble for someone by letting 
other people know something that they 
were trying to keep secret » (often + on) 
They killed Green because he was about to 
blow the gaff on their drug dealing. 


gallery 

play to the gallery 
to spend time doing or saying things that 
will make people admire or support you, 
instead of dealing with more important 
matters ¢ Politicians these days are more 
interested in playing to the gallery than 
exercising real influence on world events. 


gallows humour British & Australian 

gallows humor American & Australian 
humour that makes unpleasant things, 
such as death, seem funny Æ The 
gallows are a wooden frame used in the 
past for killing criminals by hanging 
them from a rope tied around their neck. 
* Many of the patients I worked with knew 
they were dying. There was a lot of 
gallows humour. 


programme ensures that we're ahead of 
the game. 

stay ahead of the game ¢ Staying ahead 
of the game in these days of rapid 
technological advancements is no easy 
task. 


be on the game informal 


if someone, especially a woman, is on the 
game, they regularly have sex with men 
for payment ¢ Her older sister was on the 
game by the time she was sixteen. 

go on the game informal * A lot of these 
girls find they can't even pay the rent so 
they go on the game. 


The game's up! informal 


something that you say to tell someone 
that their secret plans or tricks have been 
discovered and they cannot continue 
* Okay, you two, the game's up! Give me 
the cigarettes — this time I'm telling your 
parents. 


play the game- ^ 

to behave in a way that is accepted or 
demanded by those in authority * You 
have to learn to play the game if you want 
to be successful at work. 


raise your game 


to make an effort to improve the way that 
you play a game e They're going to have to 
raise their game if they want to stay in the 
Premier Division this season. 


What's sb's game? informal 


game 
a game plan 
a plan for achieving success, especially 
in business or politics ¢ Part of the firm's 
game plan is to expand into Eastern 


something that you say when you want to 
know the real reason for someone's 
behaviour e You're being exceptionally 
nice today. What's your game? 


Europe. games 
be ahead of the game X play games 


to know more about the most recent 
developments in a particular subject or 
activity than the people or companies 
with whom you are competing * A very 
extensive research and development 


to deceive someone about what you 
intend to do » (often + with) I don't think 
they ever really intended to buy the 
software. They were just playing games 
with us. 


gangbusters 

come on like gangbusters American, 
informal 
to start doing something eagerly and 
with a lot of energy, especially 
performing or talking to people 
£» Gangbusters was a radio program in 
the US about police who went after 
criminals with much energy and success. 
* In one of his most renowned 
performances, Cagney comes on like 
gangbusters as hoodlum Tom Powers. 

like gangbusters American, informal 
very successfully * Both books have been 
selling like gangbusters. 


garbage 

Garbage in, garbage out. mainly x 
American 2e 
something you say which means that 
something produced from materials of 
low quality will also be of low quality 
* The meals are pretty poor but then they 
never use fresh ingredients — garbage in, 
garbage out. 


garden 

Everything in the garden is rosy. 
something that you say which means that 
there are no problems in a situation 
* (often negative) But not everything in 
the garden is rosy. Sales may look good but 
they're actually 10?6 down on last year. 


lead sb up the garden path British, 
American & Australian, informal 

lead sb down the garden path American, 
informal 
to deceive someone « We were led up the 
garden path about the cost of the building 
work — it turned out really expensive. 


garden-variety >< 


garden-variety American & Australian 
very ordinary * (always before noun) It’s 
just a garden-variety shopping mall, large 
but not special in any way. 


VW 


a gas guzzler American, informal /^ 
a car that uses a lot of fuel * J want to sell 
this huge gas guzzler and buy something 
that's cheaper to run. 
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genie 


gauntlet 

run the gauntlet 
to have to deal with a lot of people who 
are criticizing or attacking you e (usually 
+ of) The minister had to run the gauntlet 
of anti-nuclear protesters when he arrived 
at the plant. 

throw down the gauntlet 
to invite someone to argue, fight, or 
compete with you * A price war could 
break out in the High Street after a 
leading supermarket threw down the 
gauntlet to its competitors. 
opposite pick/take up the gauntlet * He 
challenged me to a game of squash last 
week and I’m thinking I might just take 
up the gauntlet. 


gear 

get in/into gear 
to start to work effectively and with 
energy * After a few days out of the office 
it always takes me a while to get into gear 
when I come back. 

move/step up a gear 
to start to work or play more effectively 
or quickly than before « With just five 
lengths to go, the German swimmer 
stepped up a gear and edged ahead to win 
the race. 

generation 

a generation gap X 
the lack of understanding between older 
and younger people that is caused by 
their different experiences, opinions and 
behaviour * It is unusual for a singer to 
bridge the generation gap and appeal to 
both young and old alike. « There's a big 
age difference between us but we've never 
been troubled by a generation gap. 

genie 

let the genie out of the bottle mainly 
American 
to allow something bad to happen which 
cannot then be stopped Æ In old 
Arabian stories, a genie was a magic 
Spirit that would do whatever the person 
who controlled it wanted. e With the 
Internet, we really let the genie out of the 
bottle. People now have unlimited access 
to all manner of material. 


gentle 


put the genie back in the bottle mainly 
American * Now that these sorts of drugs 
are so widely available, it may be too late 
to put the genie back in the bottle. 


gentle 


a gentle giant 
aman who is very tall and strong, but has 
a very quiet, gentle character that does 
not match his appearance e As placid and 
amiable as he was tall, he became known 
as the gentle giant of the squad. 

be as gentle as a lamb 
to be very calm and kind » J thought she 
was gentle as a lamb until I heard her 
shouting at Richard. 

get 

Get away with you! British & Australian, 
old-fashioned 
something that you say when someone 
says something that is silly, surprising or 
not true e ‘Be honest with me, do I look fat 
in these trousers?’ ‘Get away with you!" 

get-up-and-go 

get-up-and-go 
if someone has get-up-and-go, they have 
energy and enthusiasm e You need a bit of 
get-up-and-go if you're going to work in 
sales. 

ghost 

not a ghost of a chance 
if someone does not have a ghost of a 
chance, they are not at all likely to 
succeed ¢ (sometimes + of + doing sth) 
Against competition like that, they didn't 

have the ghost of a chance of winning. 


lay the ghost of sth/sb (to rest) 
to finally stop being worried or upset by 
something or someone that has worried 
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or upset you for a long time * With one 
stunning performance, Chelsea have laid 
to rest the ghost of their humiliating 
defeat at Old Trafford last season. 

gift 

the gift of the gab British, American & 
Australian 

the gift of gab American 
an ability to speak easily and confidently 
and to persuade people to do what you 
want » An Irishman, he had the gift of 
the gab. You might hate what he said but 
you had to listen. 


not look a gift horse in the mouth 
if someone tells you not to look a gift 
horse in the mouth, they mean that you 
should not criticize or feel doubt about 
something good that has been offered to 
you ¢ Okay, it's not the job of your dreams 
but it pays good money. I'd be inclined not 
to look a gift horse in the mouth if I were 
you. 

ginger 

a ginger group British & Australian 
a small group within a larger political 
party or organization that tries to 
persuade the other members to accept 
their beliefs and ideas « He was soon won 
over to the left wing as a member of a 
marginal ginger group called the New 
Beginning. 


give 

give sb the creeps/willies informal 
to make you feel frightened and anxious, 
especially when there is no real reason 
for this * This old house gives me the 
creeps. * I've never liked spiders — they 
give me the willies. 


Don't give me that! informal 


something that you say when you do not 
believe an explanation that someone has 
given you * Don't give me that! I saw you 
with him, Karen -I drove right past you! 
l'il give you what for! informal 
something that you say when you are 
very angry with someone and intend to 


punish them * I'll give you what for; 
young lady, coming home at 2 o'clock in 
the morning! 


give-and-take 


a give-and-take American 
a conversation in which people give their 
opinions and listen to those of other 
people * The candidates entered into a 
lively give-and-take. 


given 

given half a/the chance informal 
if someone would do something given 
half a chance, they would certainly do it 
if they had the opportunity * He'd steal 
from his own grandmother, given half the 
chance. + Given half a chance I'd leave 
this job today. 


your glad rags old-fashioned 
the clothes that you wear when you are 
going somewhere special « Put your glad 
rags on, we're going to a party. 

give sb the glad eye British & Australian, 
old-fashioned 
to look at someone in a way that makes it 
obvious that you are sexually attracted to 
them * J think you have an admirer. That 
man in the corner is giving you the glad 
eye. 


glamour 


a glamour girl/puss British & Australian 

a glamor girl/puss American & Australian 
a sexually attractive woman who is very 
interested in her clothes and appearance 
* His name was always linked to some 
glamor girl. « I think she sees herself asa 
bit of a glamour puss with her high heels 
and her blonde hair. 
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glass 

a glass ceiling 
the opinions of people in a company 
which prevent women from getting such 
important positions as men * The 
problem for women in broadcasting is the 
glass ceiling. Women rise but not to the top. 


glory 

sb's/sth's glory days 
a time in the past when someone or 
something was very successful « The 
book focusses on the glory days of the jazz 
scene in the early 1940's and 1950's. 


glove i 

fit (sb) like a glove pa 
if a piece of clothing fits someone like a 
glove, it fits their body perfectly e My new 
jeans contain Lycra so they fit like a glove. 


gloves 

the gloves are off informal 
if the gloves are off in an argument or 
competition, the people involved have 
started to argue or compete in a more 
determined or unpleasant way * She gave 
a second interview later that year but this 
time the gloves were off. Her ex-boss, she 
said, was ‘a tyrant and a fraud’. 

glutton 

a glutton for punishment humorous 
someone who seems to like working hard 
or doing things that most people would 
find unpleasant e So as well as a full-time 
job and a family to look after, she's started 
taking an evening class. She's a glutton 
for punishment, that woman. 


gnashing 

gnashing of teeth humorous 
angry complaining « There was much 
gnashing of teeth over his omission in the 
England squad. 

go 

go to show (sth) 
if an event or situation goes to show 
something, it proves that it is true 
* (never in continuous tenses; usually + 
that) There are more women in 
parliament now than ever before. It just 
goes to show that things are changing. 
* (often + question word) The painting 


goat 


was gone for a week before anyone noticed, 
which only goes to show how unobservant 
people are. : 

be on the go informal ~~ 
to be very busy and active » I’ve been on 
the go all morning and I'm exhausted. 


have sth on the go British & Australian 
if you have something on the go, it is 
happening or being produced now * She's 
got two films on the go, but still finds time 
to spend every weekend with her family. 

have a go at sb 

1 British & Australian, informal to 
criticize someone angrily « She had a go 
at me over breakfast this morning - she 
said I wasn't doing my share of the 
housework. 

2 British & Australian, informal to attack 
someone physically e A couple of kids 
had a go at him as he was leaving school. 

It's all go. British & Australian 
something that you say when you are 
very busy or when lots of things are 
happening around you » I’ve got an hour 
to do the shopping before I pick the 
children up from school. It's all go, I tell 
you. * It was all go in the office this 
morning, the phone never stopped ringing. 


make a go of sth 

1 informal if two people who are in a 
romantic relationship make a go of it, 
they try to make that relationship 
succeed ¢ We decided to try and make a go 
of it for the sake of the children. 

2 informal to try to make something 
succeed, usually by working hard « He's 
determined to make a go of the bookshop. 

goat 

act/play the goat informal 
to behave in a silly way, sometimes in 
order to make people laugh * Insecure 
and lonely, he resorted to acting the goat to 
get people's attention. 

get your goat British, American & 
Australian, informal 

get on your goat Australian, informal 
to annoy you + Jt really gets my goat when 
people push past without saying 'Excuse 
me’. * The kid never stops whingeing — he 
really gets on my goat. 


156 


God 


God rest her/his soul. old-fashioned 
something that you say when you are 
talking about someone who is dead, to 
show that you respect them * My oid 
father — God rest his soul - now he could 
drink a pint or two. 

play God 
to behave as if you have the right to make 
very important decisions that seriously 
affect other people's lives * Genetic 
engineers claim that most countries have 
already put legislation in place that will 
stop them from playing God. 

think you are God's gift to women 
humorous 
if aman thinks he is God's gift to women, 
he thinks he is extremely attractive and 
that all women love him * He's the most 
arrogant man I've ever met and he thinks 
he's God's gift to women. * Oh for goodness 
sake, you really think you're God's gift to 
women, don't you! 

God-given 

a God-given right 
if someone thinks they have a God-given 
right to do something, they think they 
should be allowed to do it even if other 
people do not like it * (often + to do sth) 
He seems to think he has a God-given right 
to tell us all what to do. 

go-getter 

a go-getter 
someone who has a lot of energy and 
confidence and wants to succeed * J 
remember him as a real go-getter — 
someone who you knew would reach the 
top of whatever profession he chose. 

goggle-box 

the goggle-box British & Australian, old- 
fashioned 
the television * There are plenty of good 
shows on the goggle box at the moment. 


going 

be going spare British & Australian 
if something is going spare, you can have 
it because no one else wants it ù» ‘Do you 
want some more cheesecake?’ ‘Yes, if it's 
going spare.’ 
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have a lot going for you 

to have many good qualities or 
advantages that will make it easier for 
you to succeed e She's bound to find a job. 
She's got such a lot going for her. 

opposite not have much going for you 
* Poor thing, she hasn't got much going for 
her really She's neither clever nor 
attractive. 


have something going with sb informal 

have a thing going with sb informal 
if you have something going with 
someone, you are having a sexual 
relationship with them * She had 
something going with a guy on the staff 
* Larry's obviously had a thing going 
with her for several months now. 

like it's going out of fashion informal 
if you use something like it's going out of 
fashion, you use large amounts of it very 
quickly « Emma spends money like it's 
going out of fashion. 

when the going gets rough/tough 
when a situation becomes difficult or 
unpleasant » J run the farm on my own, 
but a local boy helps me out when the 
going gets tough. 
if the going gets rough/tough * I'm 
spending Christmas with my family, but if 
the going gets tough I might escape back to 
London. 

while the going is good informal 
if you do something while the going is 
good, you do it while it is still easy to do 
* [f you are unsure about marrying him, 
get out now while the going is good. 


gold 

a gold digger old-fashioned 
a woman who has relationships with rich 
men so that they will give her money 
* I'm not saying she’s a gold digger, but 
how come all her boyfriends have been 
rich? 

All that glistens/glitters is not gold. 
British, American & Australian 

All that glisters is not gold. British, 
literary 
something that you say to warn someone 
that sometimes people or things that 
appear attractive have no real value 


golden 


* This film has an all-star cast, but all 
that glisters is not gold. It fails because of 
its weak story. 

like gold dust British & Australian 

like gold American 
if things or people are like gold dust, they 
are difficult to get because a lot of people 
want them » Tickets for the Oasis concert 
were like gold dust. We were really lucky to 
get them. ¢ Skilled workers are like gold in 
the engineering industry. 

strike gold informal 2. 

1 to become rich e Some investors have 
struck gold investing in airlines. 

2 to win a gold medal (= a round piece of 
metal given as a prize) in a sports 
competition « Not since the 1964 Olympics, 
when Ann Packer and Mary Rand struck 
gold have women's expectations been so 
high. 

golden 

golden handcuffs 
financial arrangements given by a 
company to an important employee in 
order to influence them to stay with the 
company ¢ Share options are offered to top 
executives as golden handcuffs. 

a golden boy/girl 
someone who is successful and admired 
* (often + of) Henman is the golden boy of 
British tennis this season. 


a golden handshake - ; 
a large sum of money which is given to 
someone when they leave a company, 
especially if they are forced to leave « The 
manager got early retirement and a 
£600,000 golden handshake when the 
company was restructured. 

a golden oldie 
arecord that was very popular in the past 
and that people still know and like today 
* I listen to the Sunday morning show 
when they play all the golden oldies. 

a golden parachute - 
if an important manager in a company 
has a golden parachute, the company 
agrees to give them a very large sum of 
money if they lose their job « He insisted 
on a substantial golden parachute as part 
of the package before taking up the post. 


gone 


gone 


gone for a burton British, old-fashioned 
to be broken, spoiled or dead e There's our 
quiet evening gone for a burton! 


be gone on sb informal 
to be very attracted to someone * Sue’s 
really gone on this new boyfriend of hers. 


good 


good and proper informal 
if someone does something good and 
proper, they do it completely and with a 
lot of force « He warned me off good and 
proper after I kissed his girlfriend. 

Good riddance (to bad rubbish)! 
informal 
an impolite way of saying that you are 
pleased someone has left * Good 
riddance! I hope she never comes back. 


a good egg old-fashioned, humorous 
a person with good qualities such as 
kindness * He's a good egg, your brother — 
he visited me every day while I was ill. 


a good Samaritan 

someone who tries to help people who 
have problems Æ This phrase comes 
from a story in the Bible where a 
Samaritan man helped someone who was 
injured even though others would not 
help him. * He's such a good Samaritan. 
He used to go shopping for my gran when 
she was ill. 


the good old days 
if you talk about the good old days, you 
mean a time in the past when you believe 
life was better e J wish my grandma 
would stop going on about the good old 
days. * In the good old days, we used to 
tell stories round the fire. 


All in good time. 
something that you say to tell someone to 
be patient because the thing they are 
eager for will happen when the time is 
right « ‘Can we open our presents now?’ 
All in good time. Let's wait till Daddy 
comes.’ 


be as good as your word 
to keep a promise * Jack said he would 
call and he was as good as his word. 
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be as good as gold 
if a child is as good as gold, they behave 
very well « The children were as good as 
gold today. 

be as good as new 
if something is as good as new, it has 
either been kept in the same good 
condition as when it was new, or repaired 
so that it is as good as it was then * The 
exterior of the building has been restored 
and it now looks as good as new. 


be in good company 
to have done or experienced something 
bad which someone who people admire 
has also done or experienced * Don't 
worry, Einstein did badly at school, so 
you're in good company. 

be on to a good thing informal 
to bein a pleasant or successful situation 
* ‘My wife does all the housework and 
cooking.’ "You're on to a good thing there!’ 
* (often with) He's on to a good thing 
with this chauffeur service he runs. 


be too good to be true X 
if something is too good to be true, you do 
not believe it can really be as good as it 
seems * The job turned out to be really 
boring. I knew it was too good to be true. 


be up to no good informal 
if someone is up to no good, they are 
doing something bad » She thinks her 
husband has been up to no good because 
she found long blonde hairs on his jacket. 


for good British, American & Australian, 
informal 

for good and all American, informal 
forever e I’m leaving for good this time. 

for good measure 
if you do something or add something for 
good measure, you do it or add it in 
addition to something else « In today’s 
programme we have a full report on 
today's top football matches, with some 
cricket and athletics thrown in for good 
measure. * I swept the floor and polished 
the table, and then, for good measure, I 
cleaned the windows. 


159 


É 


ave a good head on your shoulders 

to be clever « You can trust Laura with the 
money — she's got a good head on her 
shoulders. 


have a good mind to do sth informal 
if you say you have a good mind to do 
something, especially to punish someone, 
you mean that you would like to do it, and 
might do it, although you probably will 
not ù I have a good mind to report you to 
the headmaster for playing truant. 

have had a good innings British & 
Australian 
to have had a long and active life or a long 
and successful period of time in a job 
É»In cricket, the innings is the time 
when one team or player is batting 
(= hitting the ball) * 7've had a good 
innings but my old heart is very weak now. 
* He's had a good innings as club 
president. 


have it on good authority 
to believe that a piece of information is 
true because you trust the person who 
told you * (often + that) I have it on good 
authority that we're about to be given a 
pay increase. 


hold good 

if a statement holds good for something 
or someone, it is true of that thing or 
person * (often + for) The saying ‘good 
things come in small packages' holds good 
for this excellent miniature TV set. © It 
looks as though my predictions for snow at 
Christmas are holding good. 


if sb knows what's good for them 
if you say that someone will do 
something if they know what's good for 
them, you mean that they should do that 
thing or else something bad might 
happen to them * You'll obey my orders if 
you know what's good for you. 

make (it) good American & Australian 
to become successful or to achieve 
something you want è The film's main 
character is a poor Mexican boy who made 


good 


it good in Chicago. + He'll make good, 
you'll see. He works hard and knows what 
he's after. 

make good on sth American & 
Australian, informal 
to give back money that you owe 
someone, or to keep a promise to do 
something ¢ J want to make good on that 
loan I got from Joan. + Tom made good on 
his promise to paint the living room. 


put in a good word for sb informal X 


to try to help someone achieve something 
by saying good things about them to 
someone with influence *« (sometimes + 
with) I'm applying for a job in your office. 
Could you put in a good word for me with 
your boss? 


stand sb in good stead 


if an experience, a skill or a 
qualification will stand you in good 
stead, it will be useful in the future « She 
hoped that being editor of the school 
magazine would stand her in good stead 
for a career in journalism later on. 


take sth in good part British 


if you take criticism or jokes in good 
part, you are not upset or annoyed by 
them » His friends used to call him ‘Big 
Ears' but hetook it all in good part. 


throw good money after bad 


to spend more and more money on 
something that will never be successful 
e Investors in the project began to pull out 
as they realised they were simply throwing 
good money after bad. 


too much of a good thing 


if you have too much of a good thing, 
something pleasant becomes unpleasant 
because you have too much of it » J felt 
sick after I'd eaten all those chocolates. 
You can have too much of a good thing. 
* All this attention she's getting could 
prove to be too much of a good thing. 


turn/use sth to good account formal 


to use something to produce good results 
* She turned her natural curiosity to good 
account by becoming a detective. 


You can't keep a good man/woman 


down. humorous 
something that you say which means that 
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a person with a strong character will 
always succeed, even if they have a lot of 
problems e When they sacked her she 
simply set up a rival company of her own. 
You can't keep a good woman down. 


goodbye 


kiss/say/wave goodbye to sth 
if you say goodbye to something, you 
accept that you will not have it any more 
or that you will not get it « You can say 
goodbye to your £10. Tom never repays his 
debts. 


good-for-nothing 


a good-for-nothing 
a person, usually a man, who is lazy and 
does not do anything useful e That man is 
a crook and a good-for-nothing. 
good-for-nothing * Where's that good- 
for-nothing husband of mine? 


goods 


your goods and chattels formal 
all the things that belong to you Æ This 
is an old legal phrase. * Jim arrived at the 
flat with all his goods and chattels packed 
into two shopping bags. 


deliver the goods informal 

come up with the goods informal 
if someone or something delivers the 
goods, they do what people hope they will 
do * So far the team's new player has 
failed to deliver the goods. He hasn't 
scored in his first five games. 


goody-goody 

a goody-goody 
someone who tries too hard to please 
people in authority, especially teachers 
or parents « Sandra's a real goody-goody — 
always doing extra homework and 
arriving early to lessons. 


goose 


cook sb's goose informal 
if you cook someone's goose, you do 
something that spoils their plans and 
prevents them from succeeding 
e Disgruntled employees cooked 


Blackledge’s goose by leaking private 
documents to the press. 

kill the goose that lays the golden egg 
to destroy something that makes a lot of 
money * Jf you sell your shares now, you 
could be killing the goose that lays the 
golden egg. 

What's sauce for the goose (is sauce for 
the gander). British, American & 
Australian, old-fashioned 

What's good for the goose (is good for 
the gander). American & Australian, 
old-fashioned 
something that you say to suggest that if 
a particular type of behaviour is 
acceptable for one person, it should also 
be acceptable for another person * If 
your husband can go out with his friends, 
then surely you can go out with yours. 
What's sauce for the goose is sauce for the 
gander. 


gooseberry 

play gooseberry British, humorous 
to be with two people who are having a 
romantic relationship and who would 
prefer to be alone * Yes, thank you, I'd 
loveto go to the cinema, if you two are sure 
you don't mind me playing gooseberry. 


Gordian 


a Gordian knot formal 

a difficult problem 4 In an old story, 
King Gordius of Phrygia tied a 
complicated knot which no one could 
make loose, until Alexander the Great 
cut it with his sword. + Homelessness in 
the inner cities has become a real Gordian 
knot. 

cut the Gordian knot to deal with a 
difficult problem in a strong, simple and 
effective way * There was so much 
fighting between staff she decided to cut 
the Gordian knot and sack them all. 


Gordon Bennett 


Gordon Bennett! British, old-fashioned 
something that you say when you are 
surprised, shocked, or angry Æ This 
phrase was originally said in order to 
avoid saying ‘God’. e Gordon Bennett! The 
mortgage rate’s gone up again! 
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gory " 

the gory details humorous X 
the interesting details about an event * I 
hear you went away with Stuart. I want to 
hear all the gory details. 

gospel 

the gospel truth. >< 
the complete truth » I didn't touch your 
stereo, and that's the gospel truth. 

accept/take sth as gospel (truth) 
to believe that something is completely 
true *« You shouldn't accept as gospel 
everything you read in the newspapers. 

grab 

a grab bag American & Australian 
a mixture of different types of things 
* (often + of) Airlines are offering a grab 
bag of discounts, air miles and car rentals 
to attract customers. 


grabs 

up for grabs informal x 
if something is up for grabs, it is 
available to anyone who wants to 
compete for it e We've got $1000 up for 
grabs in our new quiz. All you have to do 
is call this number. 


grace 


fall from grace 
to do something bad which makes people 
in authority stop liking you or admiring 
you * When a celebrity falls from grace, 
they can find it very difficult to get work in 
television. 

a fall from grace » He used to be one of 
the president's closest advisers before his 
fall from grace. 

There but for the grace of God (go I). 
something that you say which means 
something bad that has happened to 
someone else could have happened to you 
* When you hear about all these people 
who've lost all this money, you can't help 
thinking there but for the grace of God 
go I. 


grade 


make the grade 
to succeed at something, usually because 
your skills are good enough * (often 


granted 


negative) He wanted to get into medical 
school but he failed to make the grade. 
grain 
a grain of truth > 
a small amount of truth « There's a grain 
of truth in what she says but it's greatly 
exaggerated. 


grand 

the grand old man of sth humorous 
a man who has been involved in a 
particular activity for a long time and is 
known and respected by a lot of people 
* It was in this play that he formed a 
double act with that other grand old man 
of the Berlin theatre, Bernhard Minetti. 

grandmother 

teach your grandmother to suck eggs 
British & Australian 
to give advice to someone about a subject 
that they already know more about than 
you ¢ You're teaching your grandmother 
to suck eggs, Ted. I've been playing this 
game since before you were born! 


granted 


take sth for granted 
to expect something to be available all the 
time and forget that you are lucky to have 
it * We take so many things for granted in 
this country — like having hot water 
whenever we need it. 


take it for granted 
to believe that something is true without 
first thinking about it or making sure 


grapevine 


that itis true e (usually + that) I'd always 
seen them together and just took it for 
granted that they were married. 


grapevine 

hear sth on/through the grapevine 
to hear news from someone who heard 
the news from someone else » (usually + 
that) I heard on the grapevine that she 
was pregnant, but I don't know anything 
more. 


grass 


a grass widow humorous 
a woman who spends a lot of time apart 
from her husband, often because he is 
working in another place * T hear Steve's 
in Florida again.’ ‘Yes, I've become a grass 
widow ever since he's had this new job.’ 

The grass is always greener (on the 
other side of the fence). 
something that you say which means that 
other people always seem to be in a better 
situation than you, although they may 
not be ù» And when I haven't been out for a 
while I start to envy Miriam with her great 
social life. Oh well, the grass is always 
greener. 

the grass roots x 
the ordinary people in a society or 
political organization and not the leaders 
* (often + of) The feeling among the grass 
roots of the party is that the leaders aren’t 
radical enough. 
grass-roots * (always before noun) He's 
popular enough within the leadership 
but he doesn't have much grass-roots 
support. 


not let the grass grow under your feet 
to not waste time by delaying doing 
something ¢ We can't let the grass grow 
under our feet — we've really got to get 
going with this project. 


grave 


dig your own grave 
to do something stupid that will cause 
problems for you in the future « He's dug 
his own grave really. If he'd been a bit 
more cooperative in the first place they 
might still employ him. 
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turn in your grave British, American & 
Australian 

turn over/spin in your grave American 
if you say that a dead person would turn 
in their grave, you mean that they would 
be very angry or upset about something 
if they knew ¢ She'd turn in her grave if 
she knew what he was spending his 
inheritance on. 


graveyard 


the graveyard shift 
a period of time late at night, when 
people have to work, often in hospitals or 
factories « I’m working the graveyard 
shift this week. 


gravy ; 

the gravy train 7S 
an activity from which people make a lot 
of money very quickly and easily « A lot 
of people thought they’d get on the gravy 
train in the eighties and make some money 
out of property. 


greased 

like greased lightning old-fashioned 
if someone does something like greased 
lightning, they do it very quickly « J 
mentioned work and he was out of the 
room like greased lightning. 


greasy 

a greasy spoon informal 
a small, cheap restaurant which mainly 
serves fried food of a low quality 
© There's a greasy spoon on the corner of 
his street where he usually has breakfast. 

the greasy pole British & Australian 
the attempt to improve your position at 
work » His ascent up the greasy pole of 
academic advancement was remarkably 
quick. 


great 


Great minds (think alike). humorous 
something that you say when someone 
else has the same idea as you or makes 
the same suggestion * ‘Why don't we take 
a walk before dinner?’ T was just going to 
say the same thing.’ ‘Ah, great minds think 
alike." 
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the great and the good humorous 
important people « The move toward a 
more democratic state will not be 
universally welcomed by the great and the 
good. 

be going great guns 
to be doing something very successfully 
and quickly » I know he had a little 
difficulty at the start of the course but he's 
going great guns now. 

be no great shakes informal 
to not be very good at doing something 
* He was a very creative chef but no great 
shakes on the management side of 
business. 


Greek 


It's all Greek to me. informal 
something that you say when you do not 
understand something that is written 
or said Æ This phrase comes from 
Shakespeare's play, Julius Caesar. * I've 
tried reading the manual but it's all Greek 
to me. 


green 


be green about/around the gills 
humorous 
to look ill, as if you are going to vomit 
* He was out drinking last night, was he? I 
thought he looked a bit green about the 
gills this morning. 


be green with envy > 
to wish very much that you had something 
that another person has ¢ Sharon's going 
off to the south of France for three weeks 
and we're all green with envy. 

give sb/sth the green light ~ 
to give permission for someone to do 
something or for something to happen 
* (often + to do sth) They've just been 
given the green light to build two new 
supermarkets in the region. * (often + to) 
The local prefect has given the green light 
to the dam at Serre de la Fare. 
get the green light * (often + from) As 
soon as we get the green light from the 
council we'll start building. 

have green fingers British & Australian 

have a green thumb American 
to be good at keeping plants healthy and 


grief 


making them grow * I’m afraid I don't 
have green fingers. I've killed every plant 
I've ever owned. * I was just admiring 
your beautiful plants, Helen. You must 
havea green thumb. 

green-fingered British & Australian 
green-thumbed American * There's 
plenty of rainfall from winter through to 
early spring, which makes it popular with 
green-fingered gardeners. 


greener 

greener pastures 
a better or more exciting job or place * A 
lot of scientists are seeking greener 
pastures abroad because of the scarcity of 
opportunities at home. 


green-eyed 

the green-eyed monster humorous 
the feeling of being jealous * Do you think 
his criticisms of Jack are valid or is it just 
acase of the green-eyed monster? 


grey 

grey matter British & Australian, . / 
humorous ^ 

gray matter American, humorous 
your intelligence » It’s an entertaining 
film but it doesn't exactly stimulate the old 
grey matter. 

a grey area British & Australian . 

a gray area American s 
a subject or problem that people do not 
know how to deal with because there are 
no clear rules * The legal difference 
between negligence and recklessness is a 
bit of a grey area. 


grief 

come to grief 
to suddenly fail in what you are doing, 
often because you have an accident * The 
Italian champion was in second position 
when he came to grief on the third lap. 

give sb grief informal X 
to criticize someone angrily * Don't give 
me any grief — I've done all I can! 
get grief informal * I've been getting a 
load of grief off Julie because I came 
home late last night. 


grim 


grim 

the Grim Reaper literary > 
death Æ Death is sometimes thought of 
as an old man with a large curved tool for 
cutting crops. e When the Grim Reaper 
comes for you, there's no escaping. 


hang/hold on like grim death British & 
Australian, informal 
to hold something very tightly usually 
because you are frightened that you will 
fall e Darren always drives the bike and I 
sit behind him, hanging on like grim 


wre 


a grin like a Cheshire cat 
a very wide smile © The Cheshire cat is 
a character in Lewis Carroll's book Alice 
in Wonderland and is famous for its big 
smile. * 7 just presumed he'd got the job 
because he walked in here with a grin like 
a Cheshire cat. 

grin like a Cheshire cat * (usually in 
continuous tenses) What have you got to 
look so happy about, walking round here 
grinning like a Cheshire cat? 


grind : 

grind to a halt/standstill > 
if an organization, system, or process 
grinds to a halt, it stops working, usually 
because of a problem ¢ If the computer 
network crashed, the whole office would 
grind to a halt. 


grip 

be in the grip of sth 
to be experiencing something unpleasant 
that you have no control over * The 
country is currently in the grip of the 
worst recession for twenty years. 

get a grip (on yourself) ~~ 
to make an effort to control your 
emotions and behave more calmly « Come 
on, get a grip, we've got an important 
meeting in five minutes. * I just think he 
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ought to get a grip on himself — he's 
behaving likea child. 
keep a grip on yourself e J was so angry 
Icould have hit him - really had to keep a 
grip on myself 
have a grip on sth 
to have control over something 
* Certainly in the first half England 
didn’t seem to have a grip on the game. 
lose your grip 
to lose your ability to control or deal with 
a situation * He was losing his grip at 
work and knew it was time to retire. 
* (often + on) It suggests that the ruling 
party is losing its grip on the middle 
classes in some of the bigger cities. 


grips 


dl 
E 
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grist 


(all) grist to the mill British, American & 
Australian 

grist for your mill American 
something that you can use in order to 
help you to succeed » As an actor all 
experience is grist to the mill. 


groove 


be (stuck) in a groove 
to feel bored because you are doing the 
same things that you have done for a long 
time * We never do anything exciting any 
more — we seem to be stuck in a groove. 

be in the groove 
to be having a very successful period 
* The early nineties were difficult for 
Carlton but he's back in the groove again 
with a new hit series. 


ground 


be thin on the ground British & 
Australian 
if things or people are thin on the 
ground, there are not many of them 
* Bears are getting rather thin on the 


ground in European forests. e I get the 
impression work is a bit thin on the 
ground at the moment. 

opposite be thick on the ground British 
& Australian * Traditional English pubs 
are thick on the ground in this area. 


cut the ground from under sb/sb's feet 
to make someone or their ideas seem less 
good, especially by doing something 
before them or better than them « The 
opposition claimed today's speech was an 
attempt to cut the ground from under 
their feet. 


drive/run/work yourself into the ground 
to work so hard that you become very 
tired or ill « He'll run himself into the 
ground if he doesn't take some time off 


gain ground 

if a political party or a belief gains 
ground, it becomes more popular or 
accepted • (often in continuous tenses) 
The Republicans are gaining ground in 
the southern states. 

opposite lose ground » (often + to) Recent 
polis suggest that the government is fast 
losing ground to the opposition. 


get (sth) off the ground >< 
if a plan or activity gets off the ground or 
you get it off the ground, it starts or 
succeeds * The scheme should get off the 
ground towards the end of this year. » A lot 
more public spending will be required to 
get this project off the ground. 


get in on the ground floor 
to become involved in something from 
the beginning * It is potentially a very 
lucrative market and those who get in on 
the ground floor might well make a 
fortune. 


give ground 
to change your opinions or your demands 
in a discussion or argument so that it 
becomes easier to make an agreement 
* The dispute is set to continue for some 
time as neither side seems willing to give 
ground. 


go to ground 
to hide * (usually + adv/prep) She — 
the constant media attention intolerable 
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and went to ground in France for a few 
months. 


hit the ground running mainly American 
to immediately work very hard and 
successfully at a new activity » If elected, 
they promise to hit the ground running in 
their first few weeks of office. 


hold/stand your ground 

1to refuse to change your opinions or 
behaviour even if other people try to 
force you to do this « The union stood its 
ground in negotiations despite pressure by 
management to accept a pay cut. 

2 to refuse to move backwards, especially 
when you are being attacked «e The small, 
poorly armed band of guerrillas stood 
their ground against an overwhelming 
attacking force. 


on dangerous ground 

if you are on dangerous ground, you are 
talking about a subject which might 
upset or offend people « The author is on 
dangerous ground when he starts 
criticizing modern women’s literature. 
* She sensed she was treading on 
dangerous ground when her father 
began to look rather annoyed. 

opposite on safe ground * You'll be on 
safe ground if you ask him about his 
childhood. 


prepare the ground 
if you prepare the ground for an activity 
or a situation, you do something that will 
help it to happen * (usually + for) The 
leaders of both countries are preparing 
the ground for negotiations which may 
lead to peace. 


run sb to ground British & Australian 
to find someone after searching for a long 
time ¢ Chinese detectives ran him to 
ground in a Shanghai night club. 


run sth into the ground 
to treat something so badly or use 
something so much that you destroy it ù I 
loaned her my car for 6 months and she 
ran it into the ground. 


run into the ground British & Australian 


if something such as an activity or a plan 
runs into the ground, it fails « The talks 


groves 


ran into the ground because the ceasefire 
was broken. 


shift your ground 
if you shift your ground in an argument 
or a discussion, you start to express a 
different opinion * He's impossible to 
argue with because he keeps shifting his 
ground, 

sb’s stamping/stomping ground 

aplace where you regularly spend a lot of 

time e I spent an afternoon in Camden, my 

old stomping ground. 


wish the ground would swallow you up 
to wish that you could disappear because 
you feel very embarrassed * Everyone in 
the room was staring at me and I stood 
there wishing the ground would swallow 
me up. 


groves 


the groves of academe formal 
universities or education e After a year's 
travelling in South America, Jack 
returned to the groves of academe to teach 
Spanish at Cambridge. 


growing 

growing pains TÉ. 
the problems or difficulties of a new 
organization or activity « Even highly 
successful ^ businesses will have 
experienced growing pains in the early 
days. 


grudge 

bear a grudge 
to continue to feel angry or not friendly 
towards someone who has done 
something to upset you in the past « She 
got the job I applied for, but I’m not one to 
bear a grudge. * (sometimes + against) 
He still bears a grudge against her 
because she refused to go out with him 
years ago. 
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grunt 

grunt work American, informal 
hard work that is not very interesting 
* Her job was nothing glamorous -a lot of 
grunt work drafting agreements for others 
to sign. 

guard 

be on (your) guard 
to be careful to avoid being tricked or 
getting into a dangerous situation e J feel 
Ihave to be on my guard with her because 
she's always trying to get information out 
of me. * (often + against) Shop assistants 
must always be on guard against 
shoplifters. 

catch/take sb off guard m 
to surprise someone by doing or saying 
something they were not expecting * One 
of the larger airlines caught its rivals off 
guard yesterday by suddenly announcing 
a cut in fares. + When they asked me to 
babysit, I was taken off guard and found 
myself agreeing to it. 

drop/lower your guard 
to stop being careful to avoid danger or 
difficulty « Once he knew I wasn't a 
journalist, he dropped his guard and even 
let metakea photograph of him. 


guess 

be anybody's guess X 
if a piece of information is anybody's 
guess, no one knows it « Why Becky left is 
anybody's guess. + ‘So what's going to 
happen now?’ ‘That’s anybody's guess.’ 

Your guess is as good as mine. informal 
something that you say when you do not 
know the answer to a question * ‘How 
long do you think this job will take?' 'Your 
guess is as good as mine.’ 

guessing 

keep sb guessing 
if you keep someone guessing, you do not 
tell them what you are going to do or 
what will happen next « The clever and 
complex plot kept the audience guessing 
right up to the superb final twist. 


guest 


Be my guest. 
something that you say in order to give 
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someone permission to do something 
* 'Can I use your toilet, please?' 'Be my 
guest.’ 

guiding 

a guiding light/spirit 
someone who influences a person or 
group and shows them how to do 
something successfully « She was the 
founder of the company, and for forty 
years its guiding light. 


guilt Ls 

a guilt trip informal : 
a strong feeling of guilt « I’m on a guilt 
trip about not visiting my parents often 
enough. 

send sb on a guilt trip British, informal 

lay/put a guilt trip on sb American, 
informal 
to make someone feel very guilty « I’m 
tired of environmentalists who put a guilt 
trip on the rest of us for causing pollution 
with our life styles. « She's sent meon a 
guilt trip about my treatment of Steven. 


AN 


gun 

be under the gun mainly American 
to feel anxious because you have to do 
something by a particular time or in a 
particular way ¢ A/'s under the gun to 
decide by the end of the month whether to 
move with his company. 

hold/put a gun to sb's head 
to use threats to force someone to do what 
you want « Management are holding a 
gun to our heads. If we don't behave we'll 
loseour jobs. 

jump the gun X 
to do something too soon, especially 
without thinking carefully about it © If 
someone running in a race jumps the 
gun, they start running before the gun 
has been fired to start the race. e He 
shouted at me before I had time to explain, 


guns 


but later he apologised for jumping the 
gun. 


gunboat 


gunboat diplomacy 
if a country uses gunboat diplomacy, it 
uses the threat of military force to make 
another country obey it e Gunboat 
diplomacy is a dangerous option in the age 
of nuclear weapons. 


gung-ho >< 

gung-ho informal 
too eager to do something, often without 
thinking about the risks involved in a 
situation « Our new salesman is rather 
gung-ho. * I'm not sure I approve of my 
bank's gung-ho approach to lending. 
be gung-ho about/for sth American, 
informal very interested in or excited by 
something e He's been gung-ho for football 
ever since he played in high school. 


be gunning for sb 

1 informal to try to harm or defeat 
someone » The coach has been gunning 
for me from the day I joined the team. 

2 informal to support someone « Which side 
will you be gunning for in the elections? 


guns 

spike sb's guns 
to spoil someone's plans ®© In the past, 
soldiers put spikes (= thin, pointed pieces 

of metal) into their enemies' guns in 

order to stop them working. * The African 

runner spiked her guns, overtaking her in 

the final minute. 


gunwales 


with (your) guns blazing 

all guns blazing 
if you do something, especially argue, 
with guns blazing, you do it with a lot of 
force and energy * The boy's mother 
arrived at the school, all guns blazing, 
furious that her son had been suspended. 


to the gunwales old-fashioned 
if something is filled to the gunwales, it 
is very full £» A gunwale is the top part 
of the side of a boat. + The room was 
packed to the gunwales with food and 
crates of wine. 


gut 

a gut feeling 
a feeling that you are certain is right, 
even if you cannot explain why « My gut 
feeling was that she was lying. 

a gut reaction > 
areaction that is based on your immediate 
feelings about someone or something 
* When a tragedy like this happens, I think 
people's gut reaction is anger and a desire 
to find someone to blame. 

bust a gut informal 
to work very hard or to make a big effort 
to achieve something ¢ J really bust a gut 
to get that report finished on time. 

bust a gut (laughing) informal 
to laugh a lot ù I bust a gut laughing at his 
imitation of the Queen. 


gut-bucket 


a gut-bucket informal 
someone who is very fat « She introduced 
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me to her son who was a real gut-bucket 
with tattoos all over his arms. 


guts 


hate sb's guts informal 
to hate someone * I hate his guts for 
treating my sister so badly. 


have your guts for garters British, 
informal 
if you say that you will have someone's 
guts for garters, you mean that you 
intend to punish them very severely e If I 
catch you smoking again I'll have your 
guts for garters. 


slog/sweat/work your guts out informal 
to work very hard or to use a lot of effort 
to do something * You've got this 
wonderful man slogging his guts out for 
you, and all you do is criticize him! « After 
working his guts out at the gym, he spoilt 
itall by going straight to the pub. 


spill your guts American & Australian, 
informal 
to tell someone all about yourself, 
especially your problems + Why do people 
take part in these shows and spill their 
guts on camera in front of a studio 
audience? 


gutser 


come a gutser 

1 Australian, informal to fall while you are 
walking or running » J was in a rush, 
tripped and came a gutser on the step. 

2 Australian, informal to fail at something 
* Paul's too confident for his own good. I 
hope he doesn't come a gutser. 


habit 


kick the habit informal X 
to stop doing something that is difficult 
to stop doing, especially taking drugs, 
smoking, or drinking alcohol * No coffee 
for me, thanks. I'm trying to kick the habit. 
* ‘Does she still smoke?’ ‘No, she kicked the 
habit a couple of years ago.’ 


Why break the habit of a lifetime? 
British & Australian, humorous 
something that you say which means that 
you do not believe that someone will stop 
doing something bad that they have done 
all their lives + 7 must stop writing my 
essays the night before the deadline.’ ‘Why 
break the habit of a lifetime?’ 


hackles 


raise (sb’s) hackles 

make (sb’s) hackles rise 
to annoy someone Æ Hackles are the 
hairs on the back of a dog’s neck which 
stand up when it is angry * The 
politician's frank interview may have 
raised hackles in his party. + The movie's 
pro-war message made many people's 
hackles rise. 
sb's hackles rise * She spoke to me as if I 
was about thirteen and I felt my hackles 
rise. 


had 


have had it 

1 informal if you say that if something 
happens, someone has had it, you mean 
that they will die or they will fail in what 
they are trying to do « When they run out 
of ammunition, they've had it. « The 
course is hard, and if you can't face that 
fact, you've had it. 

2 informal to be tired or bored with what 
you are doing and decide to stop it « /'ve 
had it for today. Let's go home. 
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3 informal if something has had it, it is so 
damaged it cannot be repaired » J think 
this washing machine's had it. 

have had it (up to here) informal 
to be so angry about something that you 
do not want to continue with it or even 
think about it any more » I’ve had it! 
From now on they can clear up their own 
mess. * (often + with) I've had it up to here 
with lawyers! 


hail-fellow-well-met 


hail-fellow-well-met old-fashioned 
aman who is hail-fellow-well-met is very 
friendly and pleasant, often in a way that 
you do not trust « He was a hail-fellow- 
well-met sort of a man who'd greet you 
with a big slap on the back. 


hair 

not a hair out of place 
if someone does not have a hair out of 
place, their appearance is very tidy « She 
was immaculate as ever, not a hair out of 
place. 


a hair shirt 
if someone wears a hair shirt, they 
choose to make their life unpleasant by 
not having or experiencing anything that 
gives them pleasure *» J don't think you 
have to put on a hair shirt in order to bea 
socialist. 


the hair of the dog (that bit you) 
an alcoholic drink that you drink to cure 
the pain in your head that was caused by 
drinking too much alcohol the night 
before © In the past people believed that 
if you were bitten by a crazy dog, the 
injury could be made better by putting 
hairs from the dog's tail on it. « Jt was 
early in the morning and Catherine 
reached for her glass. 'Hair of the dog?' 
asked Lee with a smile. 

curl sb's hair American 

make sb's hair curl American 
to frighten or shock someone » The scene 
where the guy follows her into the 
apartment curled my hair. 

get in sb's hair informal ~ ` 
to annoy someone, especially by being 
near them for a long period « Harry 


hair-raising 


usually keeps the kids occupied so they 
don't get in my hair while I'm cooking. 
opposite out of sb's hair © J don't care 
where she is now. She's out of my hair and 
that's all that matters. e I was hoping 
James would take the kids to the park for a 
couple of hours just to get them out of my 
hair. (= stop them annoying me by 
taking them away) 

a hair's breadth 
a very small distance or amount e Enemy 
forces are within a hair's breadth of the 
city. + We were a hair's breadth away from 
getting caught. (= we were almost caught) 

harm a hair on sb’s head 
to hurt someone * (often negative) He 
adores the girl - he wouldn't harm a hair 
on her head. * If he so much as harms a 
hair on her head, I won't be responsible for 
my actions. 

let your hair down 
to relax and enjoy yourself without 
worrying what other people will think 
* It's nice to let your hair down once in a 
while and go a bit wild. 

make sb's hair stand on end 
to make someone feel very frightened 
* The thought of jumping out of an 
aeroplane makes my hair stand on end. 


RUBIES ate era | 


put hair(s) on your chest humorous 
if you say that food or drink will put hair 
on someone's chest, you mean that the 
food will make them strong and healthy 
or that the drink is very alcoholic ¢ Here, 
have a swig of this. That should put hair 
on your chest! 

not turn a hair 
to not show any emotion when you are 
told something bad or when something 
bad happens * J was expecting her to be 
furious but she didn't turn a hair. 

hair-raising ~ 

hair-raising f 
very frightening * Driving through the 
mountains was a hair-raising experience. 
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hairs 

split hairs 
to argue about whether details that are 
not important are exactly correct « ‘She 
earns three time what I earn.' Actually, 
it's more like two and a half’ ‘Oh stop 
splitting hairs" 
hair-splitting * 7 don't have very much 
patience with all this legal hair-splitting. 


halcyon : 

the halcyon days literary ^^ 
a very happy or successful period in the 
past Æ Halcyon days are two weeks of 
good weather during the winter when the 
days are the shortest in the year. « (often 
+ of) She recalled the halcyon days of 
childhood. * That was in the halcyon days 
of the 1980's when the economy was 
booming. 


hale 

hale and hearty 
an old person who is hale and hearty is 
still very healthy and strong e At 77 he is 
hale and hearty, getting up at six every 
morning to walk three miles. 


half 


not half British & Australian, informal 
something that you say in order to 
emphasize an opinion or a statement « He 
didn't half eat a lot. « She isn't half brave, 
your sister: 

Half a loaf is better than none. 
something that you say which means it is 
better to take what you are offered, even 
if it is less than you wanted, because it is 
better than nothing * J only got half the 
salary rise I asked for, but I took it anyway 
on the grounds that half a loaf is better 
than none. 

not be half bad informal 
if something is not half bad, it is good, 
often better than you thought it would be 
* Actually, we had dinner there and it 
wasn't half bad. 

be half the battle (won) 
to be the most difficult part of a process 
so that once you have completed this 
part, you have almost succeeded * When 
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you're training a dog, getting it to trust 
you is half the battle. 


be half the [dancer/writer etc.] you used 
to be 
if you are half the dancer, writer etc. you 
used to be, you are much less good at 
doing something than you used to be 
* She's half the tennis-player she used to 
be. 


Sb's better/other half old-fashioned >< 
someone's husband or wife or the person 
with whom they have a romantic 
relationship * 7 should think 3.30 on 
Wednesday will be fine but I'd better check 
with my other half 


have half a mind to do sth 

something that you say to a child who you 

are threatening with punishment « It’s 

the second time this month I've caught you 
smoking. I've half a mind to report you to 
your parents! 

2 if you have half a mind to tell someone 
something unpleasant, you are very 
seriously thinking about telling them 
* I've half a mind to tell her to rewrite 
the whole report it's so bad. 


= 


have half an ear on sth 
to listen to something without giving it 
all your attention ¢ 7 had half an ear on 
the radio as he was talking to me. 
listen with half an ear * / listened with 
half an ear as she explained what she'd 
been doing. 


have/keep half an eye on sth/sb 
to watch something or someone without 
giving them all your attention e I had half 
an eye on the TV while I was writing my 
letter. + She kept half an eye on the kids all 
through our conversation. 
with half an eye on sth/sb « J ate my 
lunch with half an eye on the clock to 
make sure I didn't miss my train. 


how the other half lives 

how people who are much richer than 
you live their lives * As the popularity of 
such magazines testify, people are always 
curious to see how the other half lives. 
* ‘They spend two or three months of the 
summer on a luxury yacht in the south of 
France.’ ‘How the other half lives!” 


half-cut 


not know the half of it informal 

have not heard the half of it! informal 
if someone does not know the half of it, 
they know that a situation is bad but they 
do not know how bad it is « Tom's not 
happy with the situation and he doesn't 
even know the half of it! * ‘I hear you're 
having a few problems with the new guy’. 
‘A few problems? You haven't heard the 
half of it!' 

Not half! British & Australian, informal 
something that you say when you agree 
strongly with something that has just 
been said or you are keen to accept an 
offer * ‘Do you fancy a drink, then?’ ‘Not 
half!’ « ‘He’s a nice-looking bloke, isn’t he?’ 
‘Not half!’ 

That was a [game/meal/walk etc.] and a 
half! informal 
something that you say about something 
that was very surprising, very good, or 
took a lot of time « That was a walk and a 
half! I'm exhausted. 


half-arsed Xx 


half-arsed British, very informal 
half-assed American, very informal 
a half-arsed attempt to do something 
lacks energy and enthusiasm * 7 made a 


half-arsed attempt to write the 
introduction and then went back to bed. 
half-baked x 
half-baked informal 


not thought about or planned carefully 
* It was just another half-baked scheme of 
his — it was never going to work. 


half-cock 


go off at half-cock old-fashioned 

go off half-cocked old-fashioned 
to suddenly give your opinion without 
preparing what you are saying or 
understanding the subject you are 
talking about, often because you are 
angry e You don’t listen. You just go off at 
half-cock without even hearing the end of 
my sentence. 


half-cut 


be half-cut British & Australian, old- 
fashioned 


half-dead 


to be drunk » He was half-cut before he 
even got to the party. 


half-dead >< 


be half-dead informal 
to be very tired * We've been walking all 
day and I'm half-dead. 


half-hearted 


half-hearted 
a half-hearted attempt to do something 
lacks effort and enthusiasm * J made a 
half-hearted attempt to start a 
conversation with him and then gave up. 
half-heartedly * A few people at the back 
applauded half-heartedly. 


half-mast 


be at half-mast British, humorous 
if someone's trousers are at half-mast, 
they are too short « His hair was dirty 
and his trousers at half-mast. 


halfway 


a halfway house 
something which combines the qualities 
of two different things, often something 
which is not as good as either of those 
things on their own * (often + between) 
It's sort of a halfway house between 
classical music and pop. 

meet sb halfway 
to show that you really want to reach an 
agreement or improve your relationship 
with someone by doing some of the 
things that they ask you to « I really want 
this relationship, Simon, and I’m 
prepared to work at it but you have to meet 
me halfway. 


half-wit 


a half-wit informal 
a stupid person Ħ Some half-wit had filled 
the kettle too full and water spilt out 
everywhere. 
half-witted * 7 hope she's not bringing 
that half-witted brother of hers. 


halves T" 
not do anything/things by halves 
if you do not do things by halves, you 
always make a lot of effort and do things 


very well * ‘I didn't realise you were 


^ 


X 
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decorating the whole house!’ ‘Oh, we don't 
do things by halves round here.* 


ham-fisted 


ham-fisted British 

ham-handed American 

1 lacking skill with the hands « I hoped you 
weren't watching my ham-fisted attempts 
to get the cake out of the tin. 

2 lacking skill in the way that you deal 
with people « The report criticizes the 
ham-fisted way in which complaints are 
dealt with. 


hammer 


be/go at it hammer and tongs informal 
to do something, especially to argue, with 
a lot of energy or violence * You should 
have heard last night's argument — they 
were at it hammer and tongs till four 
o'clock this morning. 


come/go under the hammer 
to be sold at an auction (= a public sale 
where objects are bought by the people 
who offer the most money) * Both 
collections will come under the hammer 
and are expected to make £1m at Phillips' 


in London next month. 

hand 

hand in glove British, American & 
Australian ~ 


hand and glove American 
if one person or organization is working 
hand in glove with another, they are 
working together, often to do something 
dishonest * 7t was rumoured at the time 
that some of the gangs were working hand 
in glove with the police. 


hand over fist 
if you make or lose money hand over fist, 
you make or lose large amounts of it very 
quickly « Business was good and we were 
making money hand over fist. 


The hand that rocks the cradle (rules 
the world). 
something that you say which means 
women are very powerful because they 
have most influence over the way in 
which children develop into adults « The 
article claimed that most of the world's 
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dictators had very domineering mothers. 
You know what they say, the hand that 
rocks the cradle. 


beinhand >< 
if a plan or a situation is in hand, it is 
being dealt with e The arrangements for 
the party are all in hand so we don't need 
to worry about that. 
have sth in hand * After days of rioting, 
the troops now have the situation in hand. 
(= are dealing with the situation) 
take sb/sth in hand to start to deal with 
someone or something that is causing 
problems ¢ Their youngest child needs 
taking in hand, if you ask me. 


be on hand 
to be near and ready if needed * Extra 
supplies will be on hand, should they be 
needed. 
have sb/sth on hand * (often + to do sth) 
The new store has extra staff on hand to 
help customers pack their shopping. 


bite the hand that feeds you 
to treat someone badly who has helped 
you in some way, often someone who has 
provided you with money * Leaving the 
company after they've spent three years 
training you up — it's a bit like biting the 
hand that feeds you. 


close/near at hand > 
very near e To have a few basic shops and 
services near at hand is a great thing. 


come/go cap in hand British, American & 
Australian 

come/go hat in hand American 
to ask someone for money or help in a 
way which makes you feel ashamed 
* (often + to) I had to go cap in hand to my 
parents again to ask for some money. 


a firm/steady hand on the tiller 
if someone has a firm hand on the tiller, 
they have a lot of control over a situation 
Æ A tiller is a long handle which is used 
to control the direction a boat travels. 
* What people want is a president with a 
firm hand on the tiller: 


forcesb'shand 7 
to make someone do something or to 
make someone do something sooner than 


hand 


they want to * I’m sure they don't want to 
reduce the price but if you threaten to pull 
out of thesale that might force their hand. 


go hand in hand ^ 
if two things go hand in hand, they exist 
together and are connected with each 
other ¢ (often + with) Crime usually goes 
hand in hand with poor economic 
conditions. 


have a hand in sth > 
to be involved in something ¢ The party 
was basically Kim's idea but I think Lisa 
had a hand in it too. 


hold sb’s hand >< 
to support someone when they are doing 
something difficult or frightening by 
being with them * T'm dreading giving 
that talk.' 'You'll be all right. I'll be there 
to hold your hand.’ 


V/You have to hand it to sb 

something that you say which means that 
you admire someone's achievement or 
you admire a quality in someone, even if 
you do not admire everything about that 
person * I don't especially like the man, 
but you've got to hand it to him, he's 
brave. 


keep your hand in 
to practise a skill often enough so that 
you do not lose the skill *« 7 do a bit of 
teaching now and then just to keep my 
hand in. 


lay a hand on sb 
to hurt someone * 7f you lay a hand on 
her I'll report you to the police. * (often 
negative) I never laid a hand on her: 


handle 


lend (sb) a hand 
to help someone do something, especially 
something that involves physical effort 
* Could you lend me a hand with these 
books? « He's always willing to lend a 
hand in the kitchen. 


live (from) hand to mouth ~~ 

to have just enough money to live on and 
nothing extra + My father earned very 
little and there were four of us kids so we 
lived from hand to mouth. 
hand-to-mouth * (always before noun) 
Low wages mean a hand-to-mouth 
existence for many people. 


outofhand >< 
if you refuse something out of hand, you 
refuse it completely without thinking 
about it or discussing it « Moving to 
London is certainly a possibility I 
wouldn't dismiss it out of hand. 


overplay your hand mainly American 
to try to get more advantages from a 
situation than you are likely to get « m 
going to ask for promotion but I think it 
might be overplaying my hand to ask to 
work fewer hours as well. 


put your hand in your pocket 
to give money to charity (= organizations 
that collect money to give to poor people, 
ill people etc.) *« People are more inclined 
to put their hands in their pockets to help 
children. 


put your hand on your heart 
if you can put your hand on your heart 
and say something, you can say it 
knowing that it is the truth * I couldn't 
put my hand on my heart and say I'd 
never looked at another man. 
hand on heart * Are you telling me, hand 
on heart, that you have never read 
anyone's private mail? 


raise your hand against/to sb 
to hit someone, or to threaten to hit them 
* I would never raise my hand against a 
child. 


show your hand 
to tell people your plans or ideas, 
especially if you were keeping them 
secret before £» When card players show 
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their hand in a game of cards, they show 
the other players the cards they are 
holding, usually because they cannot 
continue to play the game. « I'm a bit 
reluctant to show my hand at this stage in 
the proceedings. 


throw in your hand British 

to stop doing something because you 
know you cannot succeed or win 
Æ When card players throw in their 
hand, they put all their cards onto the 
table because they know that they will 
not be able to win the game. * I know it's 
unlikely that I'll get the job but I'm not 
going to throw in my hand just yet. 


tip your hand American 
to let other people know what you are 
planning to do * (often negative) 
Rumours still abound about Saling's next 
project but the actress has so far refused to 
tip her hand. 


try your hand at sth 
to try doing something for the first time 
* I might try my hand at a bit of Indian 
cooking. 


turn your hand to sth 

if you say that someone could turn their 
hand to an activity or skill, you mean 
they could do it well although they have 
no experience of it « I'm sure you could 
turn your hand to a bit of writing if you 
wanted. è Stella's very talented. She could 
turn her hand to anything. 


wait on sb hand and foot 
to do everything for someone so that they 
do not have to do anything for themselves 
* He just wants a woman to wait on him 
hand and foot. 


handle 


fly off the handle informal /' 
to react in a very angry way to something 
someone says or does » He really flew off 
the handle when I suggested selling the 
house. 


get a handle on sth informal 
to find a way to understand a situation in 
order to control it e We need to get a better 
handle on the effects of climate change. 
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hand-me-down 


a hand-me-down 
a piece of clothing that used to belong to 
an older brother or sister and is now 
worn by a younger brother or sister 
* (usually plural) As a child I was always 
dressed in my sister's hand-me-downs and 
I longed for something new to wear. 


hands 


sb’s hands are tied 
if someone's hands are tied, they are not 
free to behave in the way that they would 
like » I'd like to raise people's salaries but 
my hands are tied. 


all hands on deck 

all hands to the pumps 
something that you say when everyone's 
help is needed, especially to do a lot of 
work in a short amount of time * We've 
got to get all this cleared up before they 
arrive so it's all hands on deck. 


be in sb's hands 
to be dealt with or controlled by someone 
* The arrangements for the party are now 
in Tim's hands. 
leave sth in sb's hands * So, Sue, 
regarding the hotel bookings and so on, 
can I leave all that in your hands? 


be out of sb's hands 
if a problem or decision is out of 
someone's hands, they are not 
responsible for it any more « The court 
will decide how much money you get — the 
decision is out of our hands. 


can't keep your hands off sb informal 
if you can't keep your hands off someone 
you are having a sexual relationship 
with, you touch them very often because 
you feel very attracted to them * They 
can't keep their hands off each other. It's 
embarrassing to be in their company. 


dirty your hands 
to become involved in bad activities that 
might spoil other people's opinions of 


hands 


you Ħ (usually negative) The royal family 
don't usually dirty their hands with 
politics. 


fall into sb's hands 
if something falls into the hands of a 
dangerous person or an enemy, the 
dangerous person or enemy starts to own 
or control it e There were concerns that 
the weapons might fall into the hands of 
terrorists. 


get your hands dirty informal 
to involve yourself in all parts of a job, 
including the parts that are unpleasant, 
or involve hard, practical work • Unlike 
other bosses, he's not afraid to get his 
hands dirty and the men like that in him. 


get your hands on sb informal 
if you say you will kill someone when 
you get your hands on them, you mean 
you will be very angry with them * You 
wait till I get my hands on her — I'll kill 
her! 


get/lay your hands on sth 5€. 
to succeed in obtaining something « As a 
kid I read anything I could lay my hands 
on. * If you ever get your hands on a copy, 
I'd love to havea look. 


have sth on your hands 
if you have a difficult situation on your 
hands, you have to deal with it « Jf the 
police carry on like this, they'll have a riot 
on their hands before long. « With four 
kids I suspect she's got enough on her 
hands. 


have your hands full /^ 
to be so busy that you do not have time to 
do anything else « (often + doing sth) It’s 
no use asking Alice for help, she’s got her 
hands full looking after the kids. « (often + 
with) Right now I've got my hands full 
with preparations for the conference. 


keep your hands clean 

to avoid becoming involved in any 
activities which are bad or illegal 
* Politicians can leave the lies and smear 
campaigns to journalists and keep their 
own hands clean. 

have clean hands • The country's leaders 
must be seen to have clean hands. 
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off sb's hands hang a left/right American, informal 


if someone or something is off 
someone's hands, they are not 
responsible for them any more e I’ve got a 
lot of freedom now the kids are off my 
hands. 

take sb/sth off sb's hands ù I'm willing 
to take the kids off your hands for a few 
hours, if you need me to. 


play into sb's hands 

to do something that gives someone else 
an advantage over you, although this was 
not your intention Ħ Jf we allow terrorists 
to disrupt our lives to that extent we're just 
playing into their hands. 

sit on your hands  . 

to do nothing about a problem or a 
situation that needs dealing with e Every 
day the crisis worsens and yet the 
government seems content to sit on its 
hands. 

wash your hands of sb/sth 

to stop being involved with or 
responsible for someone or something, 
usually because they have caused too 
many problems for you « I should 
imagine he couldn’t wait to wash his 
hands of the whole project. 

win (sth) hands down 

to win easily ° She won the debate hands 
down. 

beat sb hands down * The last time we 
played squash he beat me hands down. 


wring your hands 

to show that you are very sad or anxious 
about a situation but do nothing to 
improve it e It’s not enough for us to stand 
by and wring our hands — we've got to take 
action. 

hand-wringing * Until recently the 
problem has been a subject for much hand- 
wringing and little else. 


hang 

hang (on) in there informal 

to continue to try to do something 
although it is very difficult e All 
relationships go through rough times. You 
just have to hang in there. « Just hang on 
in there. The physical training is tough 
but it's worth it. 


if you tell the driver of a car to hang a 
left/right, you mean turn left/right « You 
hang a left at the gas station and then 
drive straight ahead for two miles. 


and hang the cost/expense 
if you say that you will do or have 
something and hang the cost, you mean 
that you will spend whatever is 
necessary e I thought for once in our lives 
let's treat ourselves really well and hang 
the cost. 


let it all hang out informal 
to relax and do or say exactly what you 
want to + When I’m on holiday I like to let 
itall hang out. 


hanger-on 


a hanger-on 
a person who spends time with rich or 
important people, hoping to get an 
advantage e (usually plural) Wherever 
there is Royalty there will always be 
hangers-on. 


hanging 


be hanging over you Y 

be hanging over your head ^ \ 
if something is hanging over you, it is 
causing you to worry all the time « He's 
got financial worries hanging over him 
too which can't make life any easier. 


hang-up 


a hang-up 

a feeling of shame or worry about 
something in your appearance, your 
behaviour, or your past, especially one 
that other people do not understand 
* (often + about) I think Melanie's got a 
bit of a hang-up about her lack of 
education. + The English are notorious for 
their sexual hang-ups. 

be hung-up * (often + about) Why are so 
many women hung-up about their bodies? 
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hanky-panky 

hanky-panky old-fashioned 
sexual activity, especially when it is 
secret * It was alleged that all kinds of 
hanky-panky went on in the president's 
office. 


happy : 

a happy accident ^ 
a pleasant situation or event that is not 
planned or intended *« We never planned 
to have a third child — it was a happy 
accident. 

a happy hunting ground 
a place where you can find exactly what 
you want £» The happy hunting ground 
was a Native American way of referring 
to heaven, or where they went when they 
died. o Flea markets are a happy hunting 
ground for people looking for antiques at 
&ood prices. r 

a happy medium ~^ 
a way of doing something which is good 
because it avoids being extreme e (often + 
between) What you want from a holiday 
is a happy medium between activity and 
relaxation. * I'm either exercising all the 
time or I'm doing nothing but I can't seem 
to find a happy medium. 

the happy event humorous 
the birth of a child e So when are they 
expecting the happy event? 

not be a happy camper British & 
American, humorous 

not be a happy bunny British, humorous 
to be annoyed about a situation * Her 
computer crashed an hour ago and she's 
lost a morning's work — she's not a happy 
camper. 

be as happy as Larry/a sandboy British 
& Australian 

be as happy as a clam American 
to be very happy and to have no worries 
* We married nine days after we met, and 
three years on we're happy as Larry. 
* Since he's been at college he's as happy 
asa clam. 


happy-go-lucky 


happy-go-lucky 
a happy-go-lucky person is happy all of 
the time and does not worry about 


hard 


anything * He struck me as a happy-go- 
lucky kind of guy. 


hard 


hard feelings >< 
anger towards a person that you have 
argued with * (usually negative) It’s very 
rare that couples break up and there are 
no hard feelings on either side. « So we're 
friends again, are we? No hard feelings? 
hard going >< 
difficult to do or understand * Jt was a 
good course but I found it hard going in 
parts. 


Hard lines. British & Australian, informal 
something that you say in order to 
express sympathy for someone + 7 failed 
my driving test again.’ ‘Hard lines.’ 

hard to swallow 
if something that someone says is hard to 
swallow, it is difficult to believe « I found 
her story rather hard to swallow. 


the hard stuff humorous 
alcoholic drink « He likes a drop of the 
hard stuff. 


be as hard as nails 
to have no feelings or sympathy for other 
people ù She’ll be good in business — she's 
as hard as nails. 

be hard pressed British, American & 
Australian, informal — « > 

be hard pushed British ^ 
to be having difficulty doing something, 
especially because there is not enough 
time or money * (usually + to do sth) T'I 
be hard pressed to get this report done by 
Friday. + You'd be hard pushed to find a 
good car for under £1,000. « With cuts in 
government funding, hospitals are hard 
pressed at the moment. 


behardputtodosth >< 
if you are hard put to do something, it is 
not likely that you will be able to do it 
* You'd be hard put to find a better school 
for your kids. « She'll be hard put to buy 
her own home on what she earns. 

be hard up informal 
to have too little money « We're a bit hard 
up at the moment so I can't really afford a 
new coat. 


hardball 


die hard : 

if a habit, custom, or belief, dies hard, it 
takes a long time to change or end it 
* (usually in present tenses) After a 
successful 30-year career, he no longer has 
any need to work — but old habits die 
hard. * These ancient traditions die hard 
in the isolated communities of rural 
China. 

die-hard • (always before noun) Die-hard 
(= refusing to change) communists have 
regrouped to form the Communist 
Refoundation. 


drive a hard bargain > 
to demand a lot or refuse to give much 
when making an agreement with 
someone ¢ I'm impressed that you got 
£2000 for that car. You certainly drive a 
hard bargain. 


fall on hard times 
to have difficulties because you suddenly 
do not have any money * Millions of 
workers fell on hard times during the 
great depression of the 1930s. 


feel hard done-by 
if you feel hard done-by, you feel you have 
been treated unfairly * I’m feeling hard 
done-by because I've been looking after the 
kids all week while Steve's been out every 
night. 


hitsthhard >” 
to cause something to be much less 
successful * (usually passive) The tourist 
trade has been hit hard following the 
recent spate of bombings. 
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make hard work of sth/doing sth 
to do something in a way which makes it 
more difficult than it should be « He's 
really making hard work of that ironing. 


no hard and fast rules 
if there are no hard and fast rules, there 
are no clear rules which you must obey 
* There are no hard and fast rules about 
how much weight you can safely gain in 
pregnancy. 

play hard to get informal 
to pretend that you are less interested in 
someone than you really are as a way of 
making them more interested in you, 
especially at the start of a romantic 
relationship * (often in continuous 
tenses) Why don't you return any of his 
calls? Are you playing hard to get? 


hardball 


play hardball American & Australian 

to be so determined to get what you want, 
especially in business, that you use 
methods that are unfair or harm other 
people * (often + with) The company is 
playing hardball with the bank, holding 
back on payments it owes them to force an 
agreement. 


hard-boiled 


hard-boiled informal ` 
a hard-boiled person behaves as if they 
have no emotions * (always before noun) 
Bogart plays the hard-boiled detective that 
women find irresistibly attractive. 


hard-nosed 


hard-nosed 
practical and determined * Keaton has a 
reputation as a hard-nosed businessman 
who always gets what he wants. + The 
new hard-nosed management style is 


f 


P 


unpopular amongst employees. 
hard-on 
a hard-on taboo i: 


a hardening of the penis caused by 
sexual excitement » J can't wait to see you 
— I've got a hard-on just thinking about 
it. 


179 


hare 


run with the hare and hunt with the 
hounds old-fashioned 
to support two competing sides in an 
argument e You've got to decide where you 
stand on this issue. You can’t run with the 
hare and hunt with the hounds. 


harness 


be back in harness mainly British 
to have returned to work after not 
working for a period of time e How does it 
feel to be back in harness after 8 months? 


in harness 
if two or more people work in harness, 
they work together to achieve something 
e French and British police are working in 
harness to solve the problem. 


harvest 


reap a/the harvest of sth 
to receive the good or bad results of past 
actions « Homelessness is rising. We are 
reaping the harvest of a lack of 
investment in housing and social services. 


has-been 


a has-been 
someone who was popular and famous in 
the past but is now forgotten • I forget 
who the third guest was — some old has- 
been whose name I didn't even know. 


haste 


Marry in haste, repent at leisure. o/d- 

fashioned 

something that you say which means if 
you marry someone too soon, without 
knowing for certain that they are the right 
person for you, you will have an unhappy 
marriage * It’s true I've only known him 
for six months and I know you're thinking 
‘marry in haste, repent at leisure’ but I'm 
telling you, he's the man for me. 


hat 

be wearing your [teacher's/lawyer's etc.] 
hat 

have your [teacher's/lawyer's etc.] hat on 
to be acting as you do when you are 
working as a teacher, lawyer etc., which 


hatch 


may be different from the way you act in 
other situations « I was wearing my 
teacher's hat at the meeting. 
with your [teacher's/lawyer's etc.] hat 
on * I'd like to talk to you with your 
lawyer'shaton. — 

hang up yourhat ~ 
to leave your job for ever + When I stop 
enjoying my work, that'll be the time to 
hang up my hat. 

I take my hat off to sb British, American 
& Australian bv 

I tip my hat to sb American : 
something that you say which means that 
you admire and respect someone for 
something they have done » J take my hat 
off to people who do voluntary work in 
their spare time. ¢ I tip my hat to our 
teachers who’ve raised standards in the 
school with very few resources. 3 

I'll eat my hat old-fashioned >< 
if you say you will eat your hat if 
something happens or does not happen, 
you mean you will be very surprised if it 
happens or does not happen ¢ Jf we can't 
beat a second-rate team like Sheffield, I'll 
eat my hat. 


keep sth under your hat 
to keep something secret * I’ve got some 
interesting news, but you must promise to 
keep it under your hat for the moment. 


pass the hat around/round > 
to collect money from a group of people 
* We're passing the hat round for Simon's 
leaving present. 

throw/toss your hat in the ring American 
& Australian 
to do something that makes it clear you 
want to compete with other people, 
especially to compete for a political 
position « She's seriously considering 
throwing her hat in the ring and declaring 
herself a candidate for the election. 


hatch 

Down the hatch! informal 
something that you say before drinking 
an alcoholic drink, especially when you 
are going to drink it all without stopping 
* And a whisky for you. Down the hatch, 
as they say. 


hatches 


hatches 

batten down the hatches 
to prepare yourself for a difficult period 
by protecting yourself in every possible 
way £» When there is a storm, ships 
batten down the hatches (= close the 
doors to the outside) as protection 
against bad weather e When you're 
coming down with a cold, all you can do is 
batten down the hatches and wait for the 
body to fight it off 


hatchet 

a hatchet job informal 
strong and unfair criticism of someone 
or something, especially on television or 
in a newspaper e She did a real hatchet 
job on his latest novel in one of the 
Sunday papers. 

a hatchet man informal 
someone who is employed by an 
organization to make changes that 
people do not like « The hatchet man is 
called in whenever a company needs to 
reduce its staff 

bury the hatchet 
to forget about arguments and 
disagreements with someone and to 
become friends with them again * It had 
been over a year since the incident and I 
thought it was time we buried the hatchet. 


hats 

hats offtosb ^ 
something that you say when you want to 
express your admiration for someone 
* Hats off to her — it takes a lot of courage 
to go travelling on your own at that age. 


have 


have it away British, very informal 

have it off British & Australian, very 
informal 
to have sex with someone * (often + with) 
She was having it away with her best 
friend's husband. 
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haw 


hum and haw mainly British 

hem and haw American & Australian 
to take a long time to say something and 
speak in a way that is not clear, in order 
to avoid giving an answer « He hemmed 
and hawed and finally admitted taking 
the money. 
humming and hawing mainly British 
hemming and hawing American & 
Australian « After much hemming and 


hawing | and  throatclearing, she 
announced that she was leaving. 
hawk 


watch sb like a hawk A 
to watch someone very carefully, 
especially because you expect them to do 
something wrong ¢ I was being watched 
like a hawk by the shop assistant. 


hay 

make hay while the sun shines 
to do something while the situation or 
conditions are right © I’ve got a few hours 
to finish the housework before the kids 
come home so I might as well make hay 
while the sun shines. 


haywire L 

go haywire informal ~ 
if a system or machine goes haywire, it 
stops working as it should and starts 
working in a way that is completely 
wrong * My CD player goes haywire every 
time my neighbour uses his cordless 
phone. 


head 


head and shoulders above [the 
others/the rest etc.] 
much better than other similar people or 
things * He's a head and shoulders above 
the other actors in the film. + When you 
think back on the other writers of this 
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period, James stands head and need to bite my head off! « She snaps his 


shoulders above them all. 


Sb's head on a plate/platter 
if you want someone's head on a plate 
you are very angry with them and want 
them to be punished * The director was 
furious at what had happened and wanted 
Watt's head on a platter: 


the head honcho mainly American, 
informal 
the most important person in an 
organization *« You'll have to ask Alan, 


be head over heels (in love) ~*~ 
to be in love with someone very much, 
especially at the beginning of a 
relationship * It’s obvious that they're 
head over heels in love with each other. 
fall head over heels (in love) * As soon 
as we met we fell head over heels in love. «I 
fell head over heels in love with Simon on 
our first date. 


be in over your head 
to be involved in a situation that is too 
difficult for you to deal with « J’m in over 
my head with all these exhibition 
arrangements. 


be out of your head British, American & 
Australian, informal 

be off your head British & Australian, 
informal 

1 to be crazy * He took the car out in this 
weather - He must be off his head! 

2 to not be in control of your behaviour 
because of the effects of alcohol or drugs 
* She's completely off her head, she is — 
what's she been drinking? 


bite/snap sb's head off informal 
to answer someone angrily » J only asked 
if I could borrow your bike. There's no 


he's the head honcho in our department. 


head off every time he opens his mouth. 


build/get/work up a head of steam 

to get enough energy support, or 
enthusiasm to do something effectively 
Æ A head of steam is the pressure that 
is needed in the engine of an old- 
fashioned steam train to make it start 
moving. » In the last three months the 
campaign has built up a good head of 
steam. 


bury your head in the sand ^— 
to refuse to think about an unpleasant 
situation, hoping that it will improve so 
that you will not have to deal with it 
* Parents said bullying was being 
ignored, and accused the headmaster of 
burying his head in the sand. 

can't make head nor/or tail of sth x 
to not be able to understand something at 
all « We couldn't make head or tail of the 
film. « ‘What does his message say?’ T 

don't know — I can't make head or tail of 


do sb's head in British & Australian, 
informal 
to make someone feel confused and 
unhappy * Getting up at 4 o'clock every 
morning is doing my head in. * I've been 
trying to make sense of all these figures 
and it's doing my head in. 


quisa bed sicand db taba e 
to be able to understand something 
* (usually negative) He's tried to explain 
the rules of the game dozens of times but I 
just can't get my head around them. 


get your head down British & Australian 
to work hard at something that involves 
reading or writing * I’m sure I can finish 


head 


the article — I just need to get my head 
down this afternoon. 

get/put your head down X 
to sleep for a short while * J’m just going 
to put my head down for an hour — I feel so 
tired. 

give sb their head 
to allow someone the freedom to do what 
they want « He's got some great ideas. Why 
not give him his head and see what kind of 
campaign he comes up with. 

go head to head 
to compete with someone directly e (often 
+ with) The tobacco industry's best 
lawyers will go head to head with the 
government in court tomorrow. 


go over sb's head 

1 to talk to or deal with someone's boss 
without talking to them first * J really 
don't want to go over her head but if she 
won't listen to me I have no choice. 

2if a piece of information goes over 
someone's head, they do not understand 
it + The bit about tax went straight over 
my head — was it important? 

go to sb's head 

1 if an alcoholic drink goes to someone's 
head, it makes them feel drunk very 
quickly « That glass of wine I had before 
supper went straight to my head. 

2 if success goes to someone's head, it 
makes them believe they are more 
important than they are e Just because 
you won the poetry prize, you won't let it 
go to your head now, will you? 

hang your head (in shame) 
to be ashamed » Athletes caught taking 
drugs should hang their heads in shame. 

have your head (stuck) up your arse 
British & Australian, taboo 
to spend so much time thinking about 
yourself that you have no time to think 
about other more important things 
* ‘What does Charles think about it?’ ‘Who 
knows? He's got his head stuck so far up 
his arse he probably isn't even aware that 
there's a problem.’ 

have your head in the clouds 
to not know what is really happening 
around you because you are paying too 
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much attention to your own ideas * He's 
an academic. They've all got their heads 
in the clouds. 

with your head in the clouds * He was 
walking along with his head in the clouds 
as usual when he tripped over a paving 
stone. 


have your head screwed on (the right 
way) informal 
if someone has their head screwed on the 
right way, they do not do stupid things 
* Don't worry about Sal, she'll be all right 
— she's got her head screwed on the right 
way. 

have a head start x 
to have an advantage that makes you 
more likely to be successful ¢ (often + on) 
Bigger companies have a head start on us. 
give sb a head start » (often + over) 
Bamforth’s natural popularity gave hima 
head start over the other leadership 
contenders. 

hold your head up high 
to show that you are proud of something 
* When this country has full employment 
and an education system for all, then we 
can hold our head up high. 


keep your head 
to stay calm, especially in difficult or 
dangerous situations * Can you keep your 
head at times of pressure and stress? 


keep your head above water 
to have just enough money to live or to 
continue a business * With extra income 
from private sponsorship, the club is just 
about managing to keep its head above 
water 

keep your head down 
to do or say as little as possible in order to 
avoid problems or arguments e The best 
we can do is keep our heads down and 
hope that people will soon get used to the 
new system. 

knock sth on the head British, informal 
to stop doing something * ‘Do you still 
play football?’ ‘No, I knocked that on the 
head a while ago.’ 
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need your head examined/examining 
British, American & Australian, 
humorous 

need your head testing British, 
humorous 
if you tell someone they need their head 
testing, you think that they are crazy 
because they have done something stupid 
or strange ù You need your head examined 
if you're willing to spend £120 on a pair of 
Jeans. 

an old head on young shoulders 

a wise head on young shoulders 

a child or young person who thinks and 

talks like an older person who has more 

experience of life « My little nephew said 

people who dislike other people don't like 


headlights 
be like a deer/rabbit caught in the 


heap 


headlights 

to be so frightened or surprised that you 
cannot move or think e Each time they 
asked him a question he was like a deer 
caught in the headlights. 


headlines E 
hit/make the headlines ^ 


to become important news and be 
reported in the newspapers and on the 
television and radio « The latest scandal 
to hit the headlines is about a minister's 
son arrested for drug-dealing. 


themselves very much. That's an old head heads 


on young shoulders. 


on sb's (own) head be it s/ightly formal 
something that you say in order to tell 
someone what they intend to do is silly 
and they must accept the blame or 
responsibility if it goes wrong * If you 
don't want to take out any insurance, ok, 
but on your head be it. 


put/stick your head above the parapet 
to be brave enough to state an opinion 
that might upset people * Kearton was 
one of the very few to put his head above 
the corporate parapet and speak his mind 
in public. 

raise/rear its (ugly) head X 
if something unpleasant raises its ugly 
head, it becomes a problem that people 
have to deal with * All over Europe, 
racism is rearing its ugly head once more. 

stand/turn sth on its head >< 
to make an idea or belief the opposite of 
what it was before * The first feminists 
simply took the accepted view that men 
were superior to women and turned it on 


heads will roll A 1 


something that you say which means 
people will lose their jobs as punishment 
for making serious mistakes » Jf the 
accident was caused by company 
negligence, then heads will roll. 


put their heads together ^. 


if a group of people put their heads 
together, they think about something in 
order to get ideas or to solve a problem 
* If we put our heads together I know we 
can come up with a design that really 
works. 


turn heads x 


if something or someone turns heads, 
people notice them because they look 
interesting or attractive « Brigitte Bardot 
still turned heads even in her 40's. 


headway 
make headway ^ 


to make progress * (often negative) Talks 
between the two countries are making very 
little headway. 


its head. heap 
take it into your head to do sth fall in a heap Australian, informal 


to decide to do something, often 
something that seems silly or surprising 
« He's taken it into his head to become 
really jealous. 


to lose control of your feelings and start 
to cry * The case collapsed when the main 
witness fell in a heap and was escorted 
from the court. 


hear 


hear 


can't hear yourself think 

can barely/hardly hear yourself think 
if you can't hear yourself think, you 
mean there is so much noise around you 
that it is impossible to hear anything 
* The music was so loud I could hardly 
hear myself think. 


heart 


your heart bleeds 

if your heart bleeds for someone who is 
in trouble, you feel sadness and 
sympathy for them Æ This phrase is 
often used humorously to mean the 
opposite. * (often + for) My heart bleeds 
for the poor children caught up in the 
fighting. « Brenda can't afford another 
diamond necklace? My heart bleeds! 


your heart goes out to sb 
if your heart goes out to someone who is 
in trouble, you feel sympathy for them 
* Qur hearts go out to the families of the 
victims of this terrible tragedy. 


sb’s heart is in their boots 
if someone's heart is in their boots, they 
feel sad or worried « His heart was in his 
boots as he waited for news of the 
accident. 


sb’s heart is in their mouth 
if someone's heart is in their mouth, they 
feel extremely nervous ¢ My heart was in 
my mouth as I walked onto the stage. 


sb's heart is in the right place 
if someone's heart is in the right place, 
they are a good and kind person even if 
they do not always seem to be e Jerry'sa 
bit annoying sometimes but his heart's in 
theright place. 


Sb's heart isn't in sth 
if someone's heart is not in something 
that they are doing, they are not very 
interested in it « She was studying law, 
but her heart wasn't in it and she gave up 
after a year. 


Sb's heart misses/skips a beat 
if someone's heart misses a beat, they 
suddenly feel so excited or frightened 
that their heart beats faster « Ben walked 


close/dear to sb's heart 7^ 
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into the room and her heart skipped a 
beat. 


Sb's heart sinks 
if someone's heart sinks, they start to 
feel sad or worried © He looked at the huge 
pile of work on his desk and his heart 
sank, 


sb, eat your heart out! humorous 
something that you say which means that 
you or someone you know can do 
something better than a person who is 
famous for doing that thing * Im taking 
singing lessons. Celine Dion, eat your 
heart out! 


be all heart 

to be very kind and generous £» This 

phrase is often used humorously to mean 
the opposite. « Ellie can't bear to see 
anyone upset — she's all heart. * ‘I’m sorry 
they're splitting up, but at least she gets to 
keep the car.' ‘You’re all heart!" 


if something is dear to someone's heart, 
it is very important to them * Animal 
rights is an issue very close to my heart. 


Cross my heart (and hope to die). 
something that you say in order to 
emphasize that something is true « J 
want to go to the party with you, not Sarah 
—cross my heart! 

cry/sob your heart out informal 
to cry a lot * Poor little love, her cat died 
and she's been crying her heart out all 
afternoon. 

harden your heart slightly formal 
to make yourself stop feeling kind or 
friendly towards someone * You've just 
got to harden your heart and tell him to 
leave. 
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have a heart of gold 
to be extremely kind and helpful « She'll 
do anything for anyone - she's got a heart 
of gold. 

have a heart of stone 
to be cruel and have no sympathy for 
people « He wouldn't help his own mother 
if she needed it — he's got a heart of stone. 

Have a heart! humorous 
something that you say in order to ask 
someone to be kinder to you » Have a 
heart! I can't walk another step! 

in your heart of hearts 
if you know something in your heart of 
hearts, you are certain of it although you 
might not want to admit it « I knew in my 
heart of hearts that something was 
wrong, but I just wasn't ready to deal with 
it. + Do you believe in your heart of hearts 
that things will get better? 

It’s/You're breaking my heart! humorous 
something that you say in order to tell 
someone you do not feel sad about an 
event or situation * ‘Things are so bad 
right now she's had to sell one of her 
houses.’ ‘You're breaking my heart!" 

know/learn sth (off) by heart 
if you know or learn something, 
especially a piece of writing, by heart, 
you know or learn it so that you can 
remember it perfectly « He's my favourite 
poet. I know several of his poems by heart. 


let your heart rule your head 
to do something because you want to 
rather than for practical reasons « Don't 
let your heart rule your head. If you lend 
him that money you'll never see it again. 
the heart rules the head * J can't make 
her understand how stupid she's being. 
It'sa caseof the heart ruling the head. 
lose your heart to sb literary >< 
to fall in love with someone » J think he 
lost his heart to Mary on the day they met. 
lose heart 
to stop believing that you can succeed 
* Don't lose heart, there'll be plenty more 
chances for promotion. 
a man/woman after your own heart 
if someone is a man or woman after your 
own heart, you admire them because 


heart 


they do or believe the same things as you 
* He likes a good curry — a man after my 
own heart. 


open your heart 
to tell someone your secret thoughts and 
feelings * (often + to) That night, she 
opened her heart to me and I think that's 
when I fell in love with her. 


pour your heart out 
to tell someone your secret feelings and 
worries, usually because you feel a 
strong need to talk about them e (often + 
to) I'd only met him once, and here he was, 
pouring out his heart to me. 


put your heart and soul into sth/doing 
sth X 
to do something with a lot of energy and 
interest « He put his heart and soul into 
running that café. 
heart and soul * She loves him heart and 
soul. (= completely) 

set your heart on sth/doing sth 
to decide to achieve something * She's set 
her heart on a big wedding. 
have your heart set on sth/doing sth 
* John had his heart set on becoming a 
doctor. 

strike at the heart of sth > 
to damage something severely by 
attacking the most important part of it 
* The recent recession has struck at the 
heart of industrial development. 

take sth to heart > 
if you take criticism or advice to heart, 
you think about it seriously, often 
because it upsets you * Don't take it to 
heart - he was only joking about your hair. 

take heart 
to start to feel more hopeful and more 
confident e (often + from) House owners 
can take heart from the news that property 
prices are starting to rise again. 

to your heart's content > 
if you do something enjoyable to your 
heart's content, you do it as much as you 
want to « The pool is open all day so you 
can swim to your heart's content. 

wear your heart on your sleeve 
to make your feelings and opinions 
obvious to other people * John's always 


hearth 


worn his heart on his sleeve, so there's no 
doubt who he'll be supporting. 


hearth 


hearth and home literary 
your family and home « His first loyalties 
are to hearth and home. 


heartstrings 
tear/tug at your heartstrings 
tear/tug at the heartstrings 
if something or someone tugs at your 
heartstrings, they make you feel strong 
love or sympathy * It’s the story of a lost 
child - guaranteed to tug at the 
heartstrings. 
heart-to-heart 


heat 


the heat is on 
if the heat is on, you are very busy orina 
difficult situation e There are only 3 weeks 
left before the deadline, so the heat is on. 


If you can't stand the heat, get out of 
the kitchen. 
something that you say which means if 
you are not able to deal with a difficult or 
unpleasant situation, you should leave 
* He says he didn't realize banking was 
such a stressful job. Well, if you can't 
stand the heat, get out of the kitchen. 

in the heat of the moment 
if you say or do something in the heat of 
the moment, you say or do it without 
thinking because you are angry or 
excited « Frank doesn't hate you. He just 
said that in the heat of the moment. 

put the heat on sb 

1 British, American & Australian to try to 
force or persuade someone to do 
something * (usually + to do sth) 
Environmental groups are putting the 
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heat on the government to stop pollution 
from power stations. 

2 American & Australian if you put the 
heat on someone who is competing with 
you, you start to do well so they have to 
work harder or play better « The Dodgers 
have won three games in a row and are 
starting to put the heat on the Mets. 


take the heat off sb 
to stop people criticizing or attacking 
someone e Jf your deputy admitted 
responsibility and resigned, it would take 
a lot of the heat off you. 


turn up the heat 

1to make a situation more serious by 
trying harder to force someone to do 
something * (often + on) Lorry drivers 
are discussing whether to turn up the heat 
on their bosses by holding a one-day 
strike. + The United States has turned up 
the heat by threatening military action. 

2to start to work or play in a more 
determined and effective way 
* Nottingham turned up the heat in the 
second half and forced their opponents 
back onto the defensive. 


Heath Robinson 


Heath Robinson British 

if a machine or system is Heath 
Robinson, it is very complicated in a way 
that is funny but not practical or 
effective Æ Heath Robinson was an 
English artist who drew strange, 
complicated machines that could do 
simple jobs. « My granny's got this great 
Heath Robinson device for slicing eggs. 


heave 


give sb the (old) heave ho informal 
to make someone leave a job, or to end 
your relationship with someone 
e (usually passive) When sales fell, most of 
the staff were given the old heave ho. 


heaven 


a marriage/match made in heaven X 

1 a marriage which is likely to be happy 
and successful because the two people 
are very well suited to each other * Jane 
and Pete had exactly the same likes and 
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interests - it was a marriage made in 
heaven. f 

2a combination of two things or two 
people which is very successful 
* Strawberries and cream are a marriage 
made in heaven. 


move heaven and earth 
to do everything you can to achieve 
something ¢ (usually + to do sth) J moved 
heaven and earth to get you that interview, 
and you didn't even bother to show up for 
it! 


heavens 


the heavens opened literary 
something that you say which means it 
started to rain a lot e Suddenly the 
heavens opened and we all had to run 
indoors. 

heavy 

heavy petting 
the activity of kissing and touching 
someone sexually * That baby couldn't be 
mine. We never got further than some 
heavy petting. 

a heavy date American & Australian, 
humorous 
a planned meeting between two people 
who are very interested in having a 
romantic or sexual relationship ¢ J think 
Carol has a heavy date — she's been in the 
bathroom for over an hour. 


a heavy hitter American 

someone who is powerful and has 
achieved a lot « Have you seen his resumé? 
He’s areal heavy hitter. 


havea heavy foot American, informal 
to drive a car too fast « She has a heavy 
foot — does the trip in half the time it takes 
me! 


heel 


be heavy-footed American, informal * I 
don't think he's heard of speed limits. He's 
pretty heavy-footed. 

make heavy weather of sth/doing sth 
British & Australian x 
to take a longer time than necessary to do 
something * He's making heavy weather 
of writing his report, Ingrid finished hers 
days ago. 


heavy-duty x 

heavy-duty American & Australian, 
informal 
complicated and very serious e (always 
before noun) Studies show that the 
homeless develop some heavy-duty health 
problems living on the streets. 


heavy-handed 

heavy-handed 

1if you try to control someone or 
something in a heavy-handed way, you 
use more force than is necessary or 
suitable * His heavy-handed style of 
management is extremely unpopular. 

2 if an attempt to tell or teach someone 
something is heavy-handed, it is too 
obvious « The theme of drug abuse is 
treated in a way that is convincing 
without being heavy-handed. 


heck >X< 

(just) for the heck of it American & 
Australian 
if you do something for the heck of it, 
you do it only because you want to or 
because you think it is funny e They spent 
the afternoon phoning different numbers 
and talking to strangers — just for the heck 
of it. 


heebie-jeebies 


give sb the heebie-jeebies informal 
to make someone feel anxious or 
frightened + Walking across the park after 
dark gives me the heebie-jeebies. 


heel T 

bring/call sb to heel ^ 
to force someone to obey you * He decided 
that threatening to sue the publishers was 
the easiest way of bringing them to heel. 


heels 


come to heel 
to stop behaving in a way that annoys 
someone in authority and to start 
obeying their orders * A few government 
rebels refused to come to heel and had to be 
expelled from the party. 


under sb's heel formal 
if you are under someone's heel, they 
have complete control over you e For nine 
years this isolated community lived under 
the heel of China. 


heels 


at sb's heels 

1 if you are at someone's heels, you are 
following very close behind them * Dr 
Grange walked through the ward with a 
group of student doctors at his heels. 

2 if you are at the heels of someone that 
you are competing with, you are very 
close to defeating them * With so many 
promising young contenders at his heels, 
Roper can't afford to make any mistakes. 
* There are many younger women 
snapping at her heels, eager to replace 
her as company director. 


cool your heels 
if someone leaves you to cool your heels, 
they force you to wait, often until you 
become calmer ¢ The youths were left to 
cool their heels overnight in a police cell. 


dig your heels in 
to refuse to do what other people are 
trying to persuade you to do, especially to 
refuse to change your opinions or plans 
* We suggested it would be quicker to fly, 
but she dug her heels in and insisted on 
taking the train. 


hard/hot on sb's heels 

1 if you are hard on someone's heels, you 
are following very close behind them, 
especially because you are trying to catch 
them » She ran down the steps with a 
group of journalists hard on her heels. 

2 if you are hard on the heels of someone 
that you are competing with, you are 
very close to defeating them «e They know 
we're hard on their heels and they've got to 
win their next three games to retain the 
championship. 
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hard/hot on the heels of sth X 
if something comes hard on the heels of 
something else, it happens very soon 
after it « A film contract came hard on 
the heels of the success of their first 
album. 


kick your heels British 
to be forced to wait for a period of time 
* (usually in continuous tenses) I’m fed 
up kicking my heels at home while all my 
friends are out enjoying themselves. 

kick up your heels American & Australian 
to do things that you enjoy * After the 
exams, we kicked up our heels and had a 
really good party. 

take to your heels 
to run away quickly Ħ As soon as they saw 
the soldiers coming, they took to their 
heels. 


hell 

Hell hath no fury (like a woman 
scorned). 
something that you say which means a 
woman will make someone suffer if they 
treat her badly * Don't be so sure she'll 
forgive you. Hell hath no fury like a 
woman scorned. 

(a) hell on earth ~ 

a living hell À 
if a place or a situation is hell on earth, it 
is extremely unpleasant e Soldiers who 
survived the war in the jungle described it 
as hell on earth. 

all hell breaks loose informal >< 
if all hell breaks loose, a situation 
suddenly becomes noisy and violent, 
usually with a lot of people arguing or 
fighting ° This big guy walked up to the 
bar and hit Freddie and suddenly all hell 
broke loose. 

be hell on wheels American, informal 
to behave in an angry or difficult way 
* When he was drinking, Ken was hell on 
wheels. 

catch/get hell American & Australian, 
informal 
if you are going to catch hell, someone 
will be very angry with you * We're going 
to catch hell when she finds out we used 
her car 


come hell or high water 
if you say you will do something come 
hell or high water you mean you are 
determined to do it even if it is difficult 
* I'll get you to the airport by 12 o'clock, 
come hell or high water. 

(just) for the hell of it informal * 
if you do something for the hell of it, you 
do it only because you want to, or because 
you think it is funny e I decided to dye my 
hair bright green, just for the hell of it. 


frighten/scare the hell out of sb informal» 


to make someone feel very frightened 
* He drives like a madman -frightens the 
hell out of me. 

get the hell out very informal x 
to leave a place very quickly » (usually + 
of) We didn't stop to argue, we just got the 
hell out of there. * (often an order) Get the 
hell out of my house, before I call the cops. 

give sb hell informal 

1 to speak to someone in a very angry way, 
because they have done something which 
has annoyed or upset you Ħ Did your Dad 
give you hell about the dent in the car? 

2 to make someone suffer *« (usually in 
continuous tenses) The children have 
been giving me hell all afternoon, so I'm 
not in a very good mood. + His new shoes 
are giving him hell. 

Give them hell! 
something that you say in order to tell 
someone who is going to take part in a 
competition to try as hard as they can to 
win ¢ Remember, you're the best. Now go 
out there and give them hell! 


go hell for leather informal , 
to go somewhere or do something very 
quickly * He was going hell for leather to 
get to the supermarket before it closed. 


go through hell X. 
to have a very unpleasant experience, 
especially one that lasts for a long period 
of time * The poor woman's been going 
through hell over the last few months, not 
knowing whether her son was alive or 
dead. 

Go to hell! very informal 
an impolite way of telling someone that 
what they do or say is not important to 


x 
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hell 


you» 7T don't think it’s a good idea to shout 
at him.’ ‘Oh, go to hell 


go to hell in a handbasket/handcart 

American, informal 

if a person or system is going to hell in a 
handbasket, they are in an extremely bad 
state and becoming worse « (usually in 
continuous tenses) He believes the welfare 
system in this country is going to hell in a 
handcart. 


not have a chance/hope in hell X 
to have no chance at all of achieving 
something » (usually + of + doing sth) 
She hasn't a hope in hell of passing these 
exams. 

Hell's bells! old-fashioned 
something that you say when you are 
very surprised or annoyed * Hell's bells, 
the washing machine’s overflowing 
again! 

play (merry) hell informal 
to complain a lot or to behave very badly 
* She played merry hell about coming on 
this trip, but I think she enjoyed it in the 
end. 

play (merry) hell with sth informal 
to stop something from working as it 
should e The power cuts played merry hell 
with our computer systems. 

put sb through hell 
to make someone suffer « Our coach put 
us through hell trying to get us fit for the 
big race. 

raise hell 4^ 

1 to complain in a loud and angry way 
about something ¢ She raised hell when 
she realized her office had no windows. 

2 mainly American to behave in a noisy or 

wild way that upsets other people « A 
group of kids were raising hell in the 
Street. 
a hell-raiser someone who behaves in a 
noisy or wild way that upsets other 
people « When he was younger he was a 
real hell-raiser. : 

there'll be hell to pay informal X 
something that you say which means 
someone will be very angry if something 
happens * There'll be hell to pay if she 
doesn’t get the money in time. 


hell-bent 


to hell with sb/sth very informal / 
an impolite way of saying that someone 
or something is not important to you any 
more * To hell with saving money! I'm 
going shopping. 

until hell freezes over informal f£ 
if you say that someone can do 
something until hell freezes over, you 
mean they will not get the result they 
want © They can talk until hell freezes over 
-they won't make me change my mind. 
when hell freezes over if you say that 
something will happen when hell freezes 
over, you mean that it will never happen 
* Taxes will be abolished when hell freezes 
over. 


what the hell informal ^x^ 
something that you say when you 
suddenly change your plans to show that 
you will not worry about any problems 
this might cause * J was going to work 
this evening, but what the hell — let's go to 
a movie instead. 


would see sb in hell before you would 

dosth 

if you say that you would see someone in 
hell before you would do something, 
especially something that they have 
asked you to do, you mean that you would 
never do that thing * I'd see her in hell 
before I'd agree to an arrangement like 
that. 


the [child/house/mother, etc.] from hell y” 


humorous 

the worst or most unpleasant person or 

thing of that type that anyone can 

imagine * His mother's awful. She really 

is the mother-in-law from hell. 
[fight/run/work etc.] like hell 

if you fight, run or work like hell, you do 

it a lot or very quickly « We heard the 

alarm and ran like hell. 


hell-bent 


x 
be hell-bent on sth/doing sth /X. 
to be determined to do something, 
usually something that people think is 
wrong e Local fans seemed hell-bent on 
causing as much trouble as possible 
during the match. 
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help N 

God/Heaven helpsb ~ ` 

1 something that you say in order to warn 
someone that they may be hurt or 
punished « Heaven help you if your father 
catches you wearing his best jacket! 

2 something that you say when you are 
worried about someone who is in a very 
dangerous or unpleasant situation * God 
help anyone who has to be outdoors on a 
dreadful night like this! 


helter-skelter 

helter-skelter 
if you do something helter-skelter, you do 
it very quickly and without organization 
* We all ran helter-skelter down the stairs 
as soon as the alarm sounded. 
helter-skelter *« (always before noun) 
Police have been unable to control the 
helter-skelter growth of thedrugs trade. 


hen 

a hen night/party British & Australian 
a party for women only, especially one 
that is organized for a woman who is 
soon going to get married * Barbara's 
having her hen night a week before the 
wedding. 

herd 

ride herd on sb/sth American 
to be responsible for controlling a group 
of people and their actions e The new 
editor will ride herd on the staff, checking 
on the overall policy and tone of the paper. 

hide 

tan sb's hide old-fashioned 
to hit someone, usually a child, many 
times as a punishment e PI tan that boy's 
hide if he touches my toolbox again. 

hiding 

be on a hiding to nothing British, 
informal 
to be in a situation where it is impossible 
to succeed *« We were on a hiding to 
nothing trying to get more money out of 
the government. 

high 

high and mighty 
someone who is high and mighty behaves 
as if they are more important than other 
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people e Ellie’s started acting all high and 
mighty since she got her promotion. 

the high and mighty humorous 
important people * The prince was only 
allowed to socialize with the high and 
mighty and had no contact with ordinary 
people. 

high jinks 
excited and often silly behaviour when 
people are enjoying themselves e They 
were dancing on the tables and getting up 
toall sorts of high jinks. 

a high roller American & Australian 
someone who spends a lot of money in a 
careless way, especially risking money in 
games « He became known as a high roller, 
and was invited to the biggest gambling 
tables in town. y _ 

the high ground ,4 

1 if a person or an organization has the 
high ground, they are in the best and 
most successful situation « His company 
holds the high ground in the area of 
multi-media disks. « Both parties could be 
seen trying to take the high ground on 
issues such as education. 

2 if something has the high ground, it is 
thought to be of good quality, serious, 
and honest ¢ Our programmes hold the 
high ground of British broadcast 
journalism. + We have lost the moral 
high ground by backing regimes with 
poor human rights records. 

be as high as a kite ^ 

1 informal to behave in a silly and excited 
way because you have taken drugs or 
drunk a lot of alcohol » J tried to talk to 
her, but she was as high as a kite. 

2 informal to feel very happy and excited 
* Winning the prize gave my self- 
confidence a tremendous boost; I felt as 
high as a kite for several days afterwards. 

be for the high jump British & Australian 
if someone is for the high jump, they will 
be punished or severely criticized for 
something they have done wrong * She’ll 
be for the high jump when her mother 
finds out she’s been smoking. — 

climb/get on your high horse x 
if someone gets on their high horse about 
asubject, they become angry about it and 


high 


start criticizing other people as if they 
are better or more clever than them 
e (often + about) It’s no good getting on 
your high horse about single parents. You 
can't force people to get married. ~ . 

come/get (down) off your high horse 
to stop talking as if you were better or 
more clever than other people ¢ It’s time 
you came down off your high horse and 
admitted you might have made a mistake. 


from on high X. 
from someone in a position of authority 
* All the rules are imposed from on high. 


hunt/search high and low 
to search everywhere for something 
* (usually + for) I’ve been hunting high 
and low for the certificate, but I still 
haven't found it. 


in high dudgeon humorous 
if you do something in high dudgeon, you 
do it because you are very angry 
* Slamming the door in Meg's face, she 
drove off in high dudgeon. 


it's high time Y 

if you say it's high time that something 
happened, you mean that it should 
already have been done « Her parents 
decided it was high time she started 
paying some rent. * (often + that) It’s high 
time that nurses were given better pay and 
conditions. 


leave sb high and dry 
to put someone in a very difficult 
situation which they have no way of 
making better e The stock market crash left 
us high and dry with debts of over £200 000. 


live high off/on the hog American & 
Australian 
to have a lot of money and live in 
comfort, especially eating and drinking a 
lot « He was a millionaire who lived high 
on the hog at all times. 


on high 
something or someone on high is in 
heaven * The angels on high sang His 
praises. 


pile it/them high and sell it/them cheap 
mainly British 
to sell large amounts of something at 


high-flier 


cheap prices e The shops at the lower end 

of the clothing market have survived by 

piling it high and selling it cheap. 
smell/stink to high heaven 

to smell very bad * That chicken farm 

stinks to high heaven. 


high-flier 

a high-flier 

a high-flyer 
someone who is very successful at their 
job and soon becomes powerful or rich 
* A high-flier in the eighties, he was 
earning over £200 000 a year. 


highly-strung 

highly-strung British & Australian 

high-strung American 
nervous and easily upset * Anna has 
always been highly-strung, whereas her 
brother is one of the most relaxed people 
you could meet. 


highways 

the highways and byways literary 
the highways and byways of a place are 
its roads and paths » (usually + of) They 
travelled the highways and byways of 
Britain to find people who could still sing 
theold traditional folksongs. 


hill 


be over the hill informal x 
someone who is over the hill is too old to 
do things well e In the world of pop music, 
people think you're over the hill at the age 
of twenty-five. 

not be worth a hill of beans American, 
informal 
to have very little or no value * None of 
those guys is worth a hill of beans, so don't 
worry about what they say. 

up hill and down dale literary 
if you travel up hill and down dale, you 
travel all over an area * The man carried 
his basket of goods up hill and down dale. 


hilt 
(up) to the hilt 
1 if you do something to the hilt, you do it 


in the strongest and most complete way 
that you can * All through the trial, he has 
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backed his wife up to the hilt. « They took 
the new aircraft and tested it to the hilt. 

2 if you borrow to the hilt, you borrow as 
much money as you can, often so much 
that it is difficult to pay it back « We can't 
raise any more money — we're mortgaged 
up to the hilt as it is. « With the 
government borrowing up to the hilt we 
can expect tax rises. 


hind 


can talk the hind leg(s) off a donkey 
British, humorous 
if you say that someone can talk the hind 
leg off a donkey, you mean that they talk 
alot « His father could talk the hind leg off 
a donkey. 

hip 

be joined at the hip 
if you say that two people are joined at 
the hip, you mean that they are very 
friendly with each other and spend more 
time together than is usual * I can go to 
London without Mike. We're not joined at 
the hip, you know. 

shoot from thehip ^. 
to react to a situation very quickly and 
with a lot of force, without thinking 
about the possible effects of your actions 
* His critics accuse him of shooting from 
the hip when challenged. 

hit 

hit sb where it hurts (most) 
to do something which will upset 
someone as much as possible « She hit 
him where it hurt most — in his bank 
account. * If you want to hit her where it 
really hurts, tell her she's putting on 
weight again. 

hit and/or miss ~ 
if something is hit and miss, you cannot 
be certain of its quality because it is 
sometimes good and sometimes bad « We 
used a cheap printer, but the quality was a 
bit hit or miss. + Weather forecasting used 
to bea very hit-and-miss affair. 

hit the ceiling/roof informal X 
to become very angry and start shouting 
* If I'm late again he'll hit the roof 
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hit the deck/dirt American & Australian, 
informal 
to fall to the ground, or to quickly lie on 
the ground, especially to avoid danger 
* The shooting started, and I heard 
someone shout ‘Hit the deck!’ 


hit the sack British, American & Xx 
Australian, informal 

hit the hay American, informal 
to go to bed » I'm going to hit the sack- I'm 
exhausted. 


ahitlist >< 

1 alist of people that someone is planning 
to kill « His name was on a terrorist hit 
list. 

2 a list of people or organizations that 
someone plans to do bad things to, 
especially to get rid of ° There are a 
hundred schools on the department's hit 
list, which are threatened with closure if 
their standards do not improve. 

a hit man 
a criminal who is paid to kill people « A 
professional hit man can be hired for 

around £10,000. 


before sb knows what hit them « We’ll 

break down the door and have the 
handcuffs on them before they know 
what's hit them. 


hobbyhorse 

on your hobbyhorse 
if someone is on their hobbyhorse, they 
are talking about a subject which they 
think is interesting and important, and 
which they talk about at any time that 
they can, even if other people are not 
interested *« Don’t mention tax, or 
Bernard'll get on his hobbyhorse again. 


Hobson 

Hobson's choice 
asituation in which it seems that you can 
choose between different things or 


hold 


hold 


actions, but there is really only one thing 
that you can take or do Æ Thomas 
Hobson was a man who kept horses and 
did not give people a choice about which 
horse they could have. « It’s Hobson's 
choice, because if I don’t agree to do what 
they want, I'll lose my job. 


hog 


go hog wild American, informal 
to become too excited and eager about 
something, often so that you do too much 
* There's no need to go hog wild just 
because it's Sarah's birthday — she won't 
want such a fuss. 


ho-hum 


ho-hum American, informal 
disappointing or not very interesting e It 
was a ho-hum speech, no big deal really. 
* He still thinks soccer is kind of ho-hum 
and not worth watching. 


hoist 


be hoist by/with your own petard formal 
if you are hoist by your own petard, 
something that you did in order to bring 
you advantages or to harm someone else 
is now causing serious problems for you 
* The government, who have made such a 
point of criticizing the opposition's morals 
now find themselves hoist by their own 
petard as yet another minister is revealed 
as having an illicit affair. 


can't hold their drink/liquor 
if someone can't hold their drink, they 
get drunk after drinking very little 
alcohol * You can't hold your drink, that's 
your problem. Two beers and you're under 
the table. 

on hold 
if you are on hold when you are using the 
telephone, you are waiting to speak to 
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someone * Ms Evans is on the other lineat bein the hole American, informal 


then moment- shall I put you on nolar 


holds 
no holds barred 


without limits or controls « His new show 
may offend some viewers. This is comedy  blow/make a hole in sth 


with no holds barred. 
no-holds-barred * (always before noun) 
In a no-holds-barred campaign, the nice 
guys are always the losers. 

hole 

a hole card American 
a secret advantage that is ready to use 
when you need it « She still had one hole 
card to get out of police custody — a phone 
call to an influential friend. 

a hole in the wall American 
a small, dark shop or restaurant e It's just 
a hole in the wall, but the food is good. 


if someone is an amount of money in the 
hole, they owe that amount of money 
* He's $500 in the hole after buying his car. 
go into the hole American, informal 
* The campaign has run out of money and 
is going into the hole. 


blow a holeinsth ^. 


if you blow a hole in someone's opinions 
or arguments, you show that they are not 
true or right « Bloodstains on the sheets 
blew a hole in the defence's argument. 


if something makes a hole in an amount 
of money, it takes a lot of that money to 
pay for it « The trip made a hole in our 
savings, but it was worth it. « The new tax 
is likely to blow an enormous hole in our 
profits. 


need sth like (you need) a hole in the 


head humorous 

if you say you need something like a hole 
in the head, you mean you do not need it 
and do not want it « We need a new 
shopping centre in our neighbourhood 
like we need a hole in the head! 


hole-in-the-wall * (always before noun) 
We spent the day going around hole-in-the- 
wall antique shops looking for bargains. 
be in a hole British & Australian, 
informal 
to be in a difficult or embarrassing 
situation « We're in a bit of a hole here, 
because we've lost the letter they sent 
telling us what we were supposed to do. 

E 2E 


"doge a ex of a "hole Brisk & 


Australian, informal to help someone 
who is in a difficult situation * She got me 
out of a hole by lending me the money for 
the flight back to New York. * (often 
reflexive) 7 managed to dig myself out of 
a hole by pretending I had only been 
joking. 


hole-and-corner 


hole-and-corner British 

hole-in-the-corner British 
hole-and-corner activities are kept 
secret, usually because they are 
dishonest * (always before noun) J don't 
want any more hole-in-the-corner deals, 
from now all our business will be done in 
the open. 


holes 


pick holes in sth 
to find mistakes in something someone 
has done or said, to show that it is not 
good or not correct « The lawyer did her 
best to pick holes in the witness's 
statement. 


holier-than-thou 


holier-than-thou 
someone who is holier-than-thou behaves 
as if they have better morals than other 
people ¢ J can't stand that holier-than- 
thou attitude that some vegetarians have. 


hollow 


beat sb hollow British & Australian 
to defeat someone easily and by a large 
amount ¢ We played my brother's school at 
football and beat them hollow. 


ring/sound hollow >< 

if something someone says rings hollow, 
it does not sound true or sincere * The 
claims they made two years ago that peace 
was just around the corner ring very 
hollow now. 

have a hollow ring * In view of the 
government’s financial problems, these 
promises have a hollow ring. 


holy 


the holy of holies humorous 
a very special place Æ The holy of 
holies is the most special part of a 
religious building. * This football 
stadium is the holy of holies to many fans. 


home 


Home is where the heart is. 
something that you say which means that 
your true home is with the person or in 
the place that you love most e I don't mind 
moving round the world with Chris. Home 
is where the heart is. 


a home from home British 

a home away from home American & 
Australian 
a place where you feel as comfortable as 
you do in your own home e» J visit 
Australia so often, it's become a home from 
home for me. 


a home truth 
if you tell someone a home truth, you tell 
them an unpleasant fact, usually 
something bad about themselves 
* (usually plural) It’s time someone told 
that boy a few home truths about his 
behaviour. 


the home straight British & Australian 
the last part of a long or difficult activity 
* Wecan't give up now we're on the home 
straight. 


the home stretch 
the last part of a long or difficult activity 
* We've been working on the project for six 
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home 


months, but we're in the home stretch 
now. 


be home and dry mainly British 

be home and hosed Australian 
to have completed something 
successfully » J’ve just got one more report 
to write and I'll be home and dry. 

be home free American & Australian 
to be certain to succeed at something 
because you have finished the most 
difficult part of it e Once you leave the 
expressway and cross the bridge, you're 
home free — we're the third house after the 
bridge. 

be nothing much to write home about 

not much to write home about 
to not be especially good or exciting * The 
food was OK, but nothing to write home 
about. 
opposite something to write home 
about * Jf England won the World Cup, 
that would be something to write home 
about! 

bring sth home to sb x 
to make someone understand something 
much more clearly than they did before, 
especially something unpleasant « These 
photographs finally brought home to us 
the terrible realities of war. » It took an 
international crisis to bring it home to 
British politicians that they desperately 
needed allies in Europe. 
come home to sb « if something comes 
home to someone, they understand it 
clearly » It suddenly came home to me that 
Ihad made the most awful mistake. 


homework 


` 


drive/hammer sth home - 
to say something very clearly and with a 
lot of force, often repeating it several 
times, so that you are sure that people 
understand it « She used charts and 
statistics to drive home her message that 
we need to economize. 


hit/strikehome >< 

1if something that someone says hits 
home, it has a strong effect on you 
because it forces you to understand 
something unpleasant « J could see that 
the criticism was beginning to hit home. 

2 if an action or a situation hits home, it 
has a strong negative effect « Consumer 
spending has decreased as tax rises have 
begun to hit home. 


keep the home fires burning 
to keep your home pleasant and in good 
order while people who usually live with 
you are away, especially at war * They 
relied on their wives and sweethearts to 
keep the home fires burning when they 
marched off to war. 


make yourself at home >< 
to behave in a relaxed way in a place, as if 
it was your own home * (often an order) 
Sit down and make yourself at home 
while I make some coffee. « We made 
ourselves at home, using the bathroom 
and drinking all their beer. 


play away from home British & 
Australian, informal 
to have sex with someone who is not your 
usual partner * (usually in continuous 
tenses) How did you discover that your 
husband was playing away from home? 


What's sth when it's at home? British & 
Australian, informal 

Who's sb when he's/she's at home? 
British & Australian, informal 
something that you say when you want to 
know what something is or who someone 
is *« Feng shui? What's that when it's at 
home? * Who's Mariella Frostrup when 
she's at home? 


homework 

do your homework ~ 
to make careful preparations so that you 
know all you need to know about 
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something and are able to deal with it 
successfully « They hadn't done their 
homework, or they'd have known it was a 
waste of time asking her that question. 


honest 


honest to God informal 
something you say in order to emphasize 
that you are telling the truth » I didn't 
mean to hurt him, honest to God I didn't! 


be as honest as the day (is long) 
to be completely honest « You can be as 
honest as the day is long and still get into 
trouble if you fill in your tax form 
incorrectly. 


make an honest woman of sb humorous 
if a man makes an honest woman of 
someone that he is having a relationship 
with, he marries her * You've been living 
with Jean for five years, isn't it time you 
made an honest woman of her? 


honest-to-goodness 
honest-to-goodness 
an honest-to-goodness thing or person is 
plain, simple, and exactly what they 
appear to be * (always before noun) I'd 
much rather have an honest-to-goodness 
steak than any of the fancy stuff he cooks. 


honesty 

Honesty is the best policy. 
something that you say which means that 
itis best to be honest « With relationships, 
as with so many aspects of life, honesty is 
undoubtedly the best policy. 


honeymoon 

a honeymoon period 
a short period at the beginning of a new 
job or a new government, when no one 
criticizes you *  Labour's brief 
honeymoon period only lasted until the 
first budget. 

honour-bound 

be/feel honour-bound to do sth British & 
Australian 

be/feel honor-bound to do sth American 
& Australian 
to feel that you must do something 
because it is morally right, even if you do 
not want to do it * I'd rather go to 
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Andrew's party but I feel honour-bound to 
go to Caroline's because she asked me first. 


honours 


do the honours British & Australian, 
humorous 

do the honors American & Australian 
to pour drinks or serve food » ‘Lets eat. 
Shall I do the honours?’ 


hoof 

on the hoof 

1 British & Australian if you make a 
decision on the hoof, you make it quickly 
to react to a situation which is 
happening, and do not have time to think 
about it carefully 

2 British & Australian if you do something 
on the hoof, you do it while you are 
walking around doing other things « He's 
so busy, he usually has lunch on the hoof: 


hook 


be off the hook 
if a telephone is off the hook, the part 
that you speak into is not lying in the part 
that holds it so the telephone will not ring 
* He left the telephone off the hook because 
he didn’t want to be disturbed. 

by hook or by crook >< 
if you intend to do something by hook or 
by crook, you are determined not to let 
anything stop you doing it and are ready 
to use any methods » J decided that I was 
going to get that job by hook or by crook. 

fall for sb hook, line and sinker 
to fall very much in love with someone 
* I'd never seen such a good-looking bloke 
— just fell for him hook, line and sinker. 

fall for sth hook, line and sinker 
to completely believe something 
someone tells you which is not true « J 
told him I needed the money for my baby, 
and he fell for it hook, line and sinker. 


hop 


ring off the hook American, informal 
if your telephone rings off the hook, it 
rings a lot e The box office phones were 
ringing off the hook all day. 


Sling your hook! British, informal, 
old-fashioned 
an impolite way of telling someone to go 
away ° When he couldn't pay the rent, she 
told him to sling his hook. 


hooks 


get your hooks into sth/sb 
to get control or influence over 
something or someone « We'll all be 
seeing a lot less of Robert if Joanna gets 
her hooks into him. 


hooky 


play hooky American & Australian, 
informal : 
to stay away from school without 
permission * Any kid who's not in school 
at this timeof day must be playing hooky. 


hoops xX 

go/jump through hoops 
to do a lot of difficult things before you 
are allowed to have or do something you 
want e They really make you jump 
through hoops before they allow you to 
adopt a baby. 
put sb through hoops * She was put 
through far more hoops than aman would 
have been before the studio allowed her to 
direct her first film. 


hoot 


not care/give a hoot informal » 

not care/give two hoots informal ` 
if you do not give a hoot about something 
or someone, you do not care about them 
at all * (often + about) J don't give a hoot 
about keeping the house tidy. * (often + 
question word) They don't care two hoots 
who wins as long as it's a good game. 


b 


hop 

catch sb on the hop 
if you catch someone on the hop, you do 
something when they are not ready for it 
and may not be able to deal with it well 


hope 


* I'm afraid you've caught me on the hop — 
I wasn't expecting your call until this 
afternoon. * If we attack at the very start 
of the game, we may just catch their 
defenders on the hop. 


hope 

hope against hope 
to hope very strongly that something will 
happen, although you know it is not very 
likely * (usually in continuous tenses; 
usually + that) We were just hoping 
against hope that she would be rescued. 

a hope chest American 
the things a young woman collects to use 
in her home after she is married ¢ Gloria 
spent the next few months embroidering 
sheets for her hope chest. 

live in hope S 
to hope that something you want to 
happen will happen one day * None of my 
poems have been published yet, but I live 
in hope. 


hopes 

pin your hopes on sth/sb Pb 
to hope that something or someone will 
help you achieve what you want « The 
party is pinning its hopes on its new leader 
who is young, good-looking, and very 
popular with ordinary people. 


hopping 

be hopping mad old-fashioned 
to be very angry *« My Dad was hopping 
mad when I told him I'd crashed his car. 


horizon 

on the horizon 
something that is on the horizon is likely 
to happen soon » There is no new drug on 
the horizon that will make this disease 
easier to treat. 


Nt 
"4 


horizons 


broaden/widen sb's horizons 
to increase the range of things that 
someone knows about, has experienced, 
or is able to do * This trip to the Far East 
has certainly broadened our family's 
horizons. 
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hornet 


ahornet'snest J^ 

a situation or subject which causes a lot 
of people to become angry and upset 
Æ A hornet is a large insect that stings 
people badly. « His remarks on the role of 
women have stirred up a hornet's nest 
amongst feminists. « Animal cloning is a 
real hornet's nest. 


horns 


be on the horns of a dilemma 
to be unable to decide which of two 
things to do because either could have 
bad results « How can we decide which 
hospital to close? We are on the horns of a 
dilemma. 


draw/pull in your horns 
to act in a more careful way than you did 
before, especially by spending less money 
* He'll have to draw in his horns, now that 
he's lost his job. 


lock horns 
if two people lock horns, they argue 
about something * (often + over) The 
mayor and her deputy locked horns over 
the plans for the new road. 


horse 


horse sense old-fashioned 
ordinary practical knowledge of the best 
way to deal with people and situations 
* Has he got enough horse sense not to get 
into debt? 


a horse of another/a different color 

American 

a situation or a subject that is different 
from what you had first thought it was 
* You said you didn't like going to the 
movies, but if you don't want to go because 
you're broke, that's a horse of another 
color: 


eatlikeahorse — 
if you eat like a horse, you always eat a 
lot of food « She eats like a horse, so I don't 
know how she manages to stay so thin. 


(straight) from the horse's mouth PS 
if you get information about something 
from the horse’s mouth, you get it from 
someone who is involved in it and knows 
alot about it « Are you sure she’s leaving?’ 


"Definitely, I heard it straight from the 
horse's mouth." 

I could eat a horse. ~ 
something that you say when you are 
very hungry ¢ I've had nothing but a 
sandwich all day — I could eat a horse. 

You can lead a horse to water (but you 
can't make him/it drink). 
something that you say which means you 
can give someone the opportunity to do 
something, but you cannot force them to 
do it if they do not want to * made all the 
arrangements, bought the ticket, and even 
took him to the airport, but he just 
wouldn't get on the plane. Well, you can 
lead a horse to water, but you cannot make 
him drink. 


horses 

Horses for courses. British & Australian 
something that you say which means that 
it is important to choose suitable people 
for particular activities because 
everyone has different skills « Ah well, 
horses for courses. Just because a plumber 
can mend your washing machine, it 
doesn't follow that he can mend your car 
as well. 

Don't spare the horses. Australian, 
informal X 
something that you say to someone in 
order to tell them to hurry * Go and buy 
some milk and don't spare the horses. 


Hold your horses! informal 
something that you say in order to tell 
someone to stop doing or saying 
something because they are going too 
fast e Just hold your horses, Bill. Let's 
think about this for a moment. 


hostage 

a hostage to fortune formal 
if something is a hostage to fortune, it 
could be harmed by things that happen in 
the future ¢ Inviting terrorists to take part 
in the talks has created a hostage to 
fortune. 
give a hostage to fortune formal 
give hostages to fortune formal * if 
something gives a hostage to fortune, it 
may cause problems in the future « She 
could never be president because her 
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journalistic work gives too many hostages 
to fortune. 


hot 


hot air informal 
if something that someone says is just 
hot air, it is not sincere and will have no 
practical results e Their promises turned 
out to be just so much hot air. 

(all) hot and bothered informal 
worried or angry and sometimes 
physically hot > Dad gets all hot and 
bothered if someone parks in his parking 
space. 

hot and heavy American, informal 
if something or someone is hot and 
heavy, they are full of strong emotions or 
sexual feelings « Guess who I saw getting 
hot and heavy on the dance floor? 
* Television news coverage of the fighting 
has been hot and heavy. 

hot dog American, informal 
to perform actions in a sport so that 
people notice you because of your skill or 
speed » (always + adv/prep) They spent 
the day hot dogging down the slopes at 
Aspen. 
a hot dog American, informal someone 
who tries to make people notice them by 
performing especially fast or well in a 
sport * Mike's just one hot dog! — it's 
amazing what he does in front of a big 
crowd. 


Hot dog! American, old-fashioned 
something that you say when you are 
very pleased about something * You won 
the race? Hot dog! 


hot under the collar informal 
if someone is hot under the collar, they 
are angry * He got very hot under the 
collar when I suggested that he might be 
mistaken. « The issue of waste disposal is 
getting a lot of people hot under the collar. 
a hot button American, informal 
a subject that is important to people and 
which they feel very strongly about 
* Gender issues have become something of 
a hot button of late. 
hot-button American * (always before 
noun) Sex discrimination in employment 
is a hot-button political issue now. 
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a hot potato informal `` 
something that is difficult or dangerous 
to deal with * The abortion issue is a 
political hot potato in the United States. 


ahotspot . 

1a place where people go for exciting 
entertainment like dancing *« The club is 
one of the city's premiere hot spots. 

2 a dangerous place where there may be a 
war or other violent events e J spent my 
career reporting from the world's hot 
spots. 

the hot ticket American 
someone or something that is very 
popular at the present time » Fashion 
writers predict that ankle-strap shoes will 
be the hot ticket this fall. 
hot-ticket American * (always before 
noun) CD-Rom is a hot-ticket item in the 
stores right now. 


be hot off the press 
news that is hot off the press has just 
been printed and often contains the most 
recent information about something 
* This is the latest news from Bosnia, hot 
off the press. 

be hot stuff very informal 
if someone is hot stuff, they are sexually 
attractive e There's a new girl in our class. 
She's hot stuff 


be in hot water 
if someone is in hot water, people are 
angry with them and they are likely to be 
punished « He found himself in hot water 
over his speech about immigration. 
get (sb) into hot water * You'll get into 
hot water if your teacher finds out. 


be too hot to handle informal 
if something or someone is too hot to 
handle, people cannot deal with them, 
because they are dangerous or difficult 
* The book was so sexually explicit, it was 
considered too hot to handle by most 
publishers. 

blow hot and cold 
to sometimes like or be interested in 
something or someone and sometimes 
not, so people are confused about how 
you really feel » It’s impossible to have a 
relationship with someone who blows hot 


in hot pursuit > 


and cold all the time. * (often + about) 
Sophie kept blowing hot and cold about 
the idea of working abroad. 


drop sb/sth like a hot brick/potato 


informal 

to suddenly get rid of someone or 
something that you have been involved 
with because you do not want them any 
more or you are worried they may cause 
problems * The government dropped the 
plan like a hot brick when they realized 
the bad feeling it was causing. 


feel/go hot and cold (all over) British & 


Australian, informal 

to feel that your body is hot and cold at 
the same time, because you have had a 
shock * When I suddenly saw him again 
in the street after all these years, I went hot 
and cold all over. 


go/sell like hot cakes 7^ 


if things are going like hot cakes, people 
are buying a lot of them very fast » (often 
in continuous tenses) The book has only 
just been published and copies are already 
selling like hot cakes in both Britain and 
America. 


have [done/had/seen etc.] more sth than 


Sb has had hot dinners British & 
Australian 

to have done, had, seen etc. something 
many times, so that you have had more 
experience of it than the person you are 
talking to *« Young man, I've been to more 


football matches than you've had hot 


dinners, so you don't have to explain the 
rules of the game to me. 
P 

if you are in hot pursuit of someone or 
something, you are following closely 
behind them and trying hard to catch 
them e The gang fled from the scene of the 
crime with the police in hot pursuit. 
* (often + of) Jean immediately jumped 
into her car and set off in hot pursuit of 
the truck. 


in the hot seat British, American & 


Australian 


on the hot seat American 


in a position where you are responsible 
for important or difficult things * He 
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suddenly found himself in the hot seat, 
facing a hundred angry residents at a 
protest meeting. « She has been the woman 
in the hot seat at this company during the 
last five difficult years. 


hotfoot 

hotfoot it informal 
to walk or run quickly « You'd better 
hotfoot it down to the video shop before it 
closes. 


hots 

to have the hots for sb very informal 
to be strongly sexually attracted to 
someone » He's had the hots for Sue ever 
since he first met her. 


hot-to-trot 


hot-to-trot American, very informal 
sexually exciting or sexually excited « He 
used to buy her hot-to-trot underwear and 
little red lycra numbers with plunging 
necklines. 


hour 


in sb's hour of need 
ata time when someone needs help very 
much e J shall never forget that they were 
the people who helped me in my hour of 
need. 


hours 


at all hours (of the day and night) 
at any time of the day or night « They 
keep calling me on the phone at all hours 
to ask questions I've already answered. 

at all hours (of the night) 
very late at night « How do you expect me 
to sleep when you're playing loud music at 
all hours? 
till all hours (of the night) until very 
late at night *« They sit up till all hours of 
the night drinking beer and playing cards. 


house 

a house of cards 
an organization or a plan that is very 
weak and can easily be destroyed e The 
organization that looked so solid and 
dependable turned out to be a house of 
cards. 


how 


bring the house down 
if someone or something brings the 
house down during a play or show, they 
make the people watching it laugh or clap 
very loudly ¢ The clown sang a duet with 
the talking horse, which brought the house 
down every night. 


eat sb out of house and home humorous 
to eat most of the food that someone has 
in their house * The boys have only been 
back two days and they've already eaten 
meout of house and home. 


get on like a house on fire informal 
if two people get on like a house on fire, 
they like each other very much and 
become friends very quickly * J was 
worried that they wouldn't like each other; 
but in fact they're getting on like a house 
on fire. 

get/put your own house in order 
to solve your own problems » You should 
put your own house in order before you 
start giving me advice. 


not give sth/sb house room 
to refuse to become involved with 
someone or something, because you do 
not like them or approve of them * A 
respectable organization shouldn't be 
giving house room to a bunch of bigoted 
fanatics. 


on the house 
if food or drink is on the house in a bar or 
restaurant, it is provided free by the 
owner © We had to wait for a table so they 
gave us all gin and tonics on the house. 


houses 


go (all) round the houses British 
to waste time saying a lot of things that 
are not important before you get to the 
subject you want to talk about * There's 
no need to go all round the houses, just tell 
me straight out what's wrong. 


how 


And how! American & Australian 
something that you say in order to 
emphasize that you agree with what 
someone has just said * ‘It was a great 
game last night.' And how!" 


huddle 


huddle 

get/go into a huddle 
to form a group away from other people 
to discuss something secretly e They went 
into a huddle for a minute, then accepted 
the offer. 


hue 

a hue and cry 
when there is a hue and cry about 
something, a lot of people complain 
noisily about it « Local people raised a 
terrible hue and cry about the plan to 
close the village school. 


huff 

huff and puff 

1 to breathe noisily, usually because you 
have been doing physical exercise 
* They're so unfit they start huffing and 
puffing if they have to run further than 
twenty yards. 

2 informal to complain noisily about 
something but not be able to do anything 
about it « They huffed and puffed about 
the price, but eventually they paid up. 

in a huff informal 
feeling angry with someone because they 
have done or said something to upset you 
* She's in a huff because I forgot to call her 
last night. « He walked off ina huff because 
Ihadn't saved him a space at the table. 


human 

To err is human, (to forgive, divine). 
formal 
something that you say which means it is 
natural to make mistakes and it is 
important to forgive people when they do 
* You'd think he could find it in his heart 
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to forgive her. To err is human and all 
that. 


hump 


be over the hump American, informal 
to be past the most difficult or dangerous 
part of an activity or period of time 
* We're over the hump now. I'm back at 
work and we've repaid our debts. 

get the hump British, informal 
to get annoyed or upset with someone 
because you think they have done 
something bad to you * Tony got the hump 
because he thought we hadn't invited him 
tothe party. 
have got the hump British, informal 
e She's got the hump because I forgot her 
birthday. 


hunky-dory ~ 

be hunky-dory informal 
if a situation is hunky-dory, there are no 
problems and people are happy * It's no 
good pretending everything is hunky-dory. 
Iheard you two arguing last night. 


hush 


hush money 
money that you pay someone to stop 
them telling anyone else about 
something that you want to keep secret 
* His assistant had been paid hush money 
to stop him from speaking to the press. 


hustle 

hustle and bustle 
busy and noisy activity Ħ (usually + of) 
He wanted a little cottage far away from 
the hustle and bustle of city life. 
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ice 

beonice >< 
if plans are on ice, they are not going to 
be dealt with until some point in the 
future * Both projects are on ice until the 
question of funding is resolved. 
put sth on ice » Plans for a women-only 
film screening have been put on ice 
following threats of legal action. 


i ke people 0 | not 
LL 


an ice-breaker * We usually start the 
session with an ice-breaker in the form of 
a game. 

cut no ice with sb 
if something cuts no ice with someone, it 
does not cause them to change their 
opinion or decision » I’ve heard her 
excuses and they cut no ice with me. 


put ideas into sb's head 

to make someone want to do something 
they had not thought about doing before, 
especially something stupid * (often in 
continuous tenses) Don't go putting 
ideas into his head. We haven't got the 
money for a car. + Who put all these ideas 
into her head about becoming an actress? 


ifs 


no ifs and buts British & Australian 

no ifs, ands or buts American 
something that you say to a child to stop 
them arguing with you when you want 
them to do something e J want no ifs and 
buts, just tidy your room like I told you to! 
* No ifs, ands or buts, you're going up to 
bed now! 


inch 


ignorance 


Ignorance is bliss. ~~ 
something that you say which means if 
you do not know about a problem or an 
unpleasant fact, you do not worry about 
it e I wish the newspapers would stop 
telling us about the dangers of eating 
meat. It seems to me ignorance is bliss. 


beillatease >< 
to feel anxious or embarrassed e (often + 
with) He always felt a little ill at ease with 
strangers. * (sometimes + in) The girl 
behind the bar looked ill at ease in her 
uniform. 

It’s an ill wind (that blows nobody any 
good). ‘ 
something that you say which means 
most bad things that happen have a good 
result for someone ¢ But it’s an ill wind. 
The wettest June in history has 
replenished the reservoirs. 

in 

You're in there! British, informal 
something that you say in order to tell 
someone that another person is sexually 
attracted to them * Did you see how that 
&irl was looking at you? You're in there, 
mate! 

in absentia 

in absentia formal 
if something happens to someone in 
absentia, they are not present when it 
happens to them e The court convicted her 
in absentia and fined her $500. 


inch 


be every inch sth 
to be a particular kind of person in every 
way * He looked every inch the slick, city 
businessman. 


ox 


An inch is a small measurement of 
length. It is used in the following 


phrases connected with a small 
amount. 


beat sb to within an inch of their life 
to attack someone so violently that they 
almost die ¢ She was beaten to within an 
inch of her life on a back street in London. 


indian 


not budge/give an inch 
to refuse to change your opinion or agree 
to even very small changes that another 
person wants * I keep asking her to think 
again, but she won't budge an inch. 
* (sometimes + on) He refuses to give an 
inch on health and safety issues. 

come within an inch of doingsth ~ 
to very nearly do something, especially 
something dangerous or exciting « I came 
within an inch of losing my life on the 
rocks below. 

Give sb an inch and they'll take a mile. 
something that you say which means that 
if you allow someone to behave badly at 
all, they will start to behave very badly 
* Im always wary about making 
concessions to these people. Give them an 
inch and they'll take a mile. 

not trust sb an inch British & Australian 
to not trust someone at all,» He's 
charming enough but I wouldn't trust him 
an inch. 


indian 

an Indian summer 

41a period of warm weather which 
sometimes happens in early autumn 
* Both the UK and Ireland have been 
enjoying an Indian summer over the past 
few weeks. 

2a successful or pleasant period in 
someone's life, especially towards the 
end of their life e The book describes the 
last 20 years of Churchill's life, including 
his Indian summer as prime minister 
between 1951 and 1955. 


in flagrante delicto 

in flagrante (delicto) humorous 
if someone is discovered in flagrante 
delicto, they are discovered doing 
something wrong, especially having sex 
with someone who is not their husband 
or wife « She came home to catch her 
husband in flagrante delicto with the next- 
door neighbour. 

influence e» 

under the influence “ 
if someone is under the influence, they 
are drunk *« Were you serious last night 
about wanting a baby or was it just 
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because you were under the influence? 
* Driving under the influence is a very 
serious offence. 
in loco parentis 
in loco parentis formal 
to be responsible for a child while the 
child's parents are absent « Teachers are 
in loco parentis while children are at 
school. 
ins 
the ins and outs informal X 
the details or facts about something 
* (usually + of) J don't know all the ins 
and outs of the situation but I gather 
Roger and Mark haven't been getting on 
too well. 
inside 
aninsidejob X 
a crime committed by someone against 
the organization that they work for e (not 
used with the) The computers were taken 
from a locked room, which makes it look 
like an inside job. 
have the inside track mainly American 
to have a special position within an 
organization or a special relationship 
with a person that gives you advantages 
that other people do not have * (often + 
with) He thinks I have the inside track 
with the director so he keeps hassling me 
for information. 


fade/pale into insignificance 
if something pales into insignificance, it 
does not seem at all important when 
compared to something else « When your 
child's ill, everything else pales into 
insignificance. + With the outbreak of war 
all else fades into insignificance. 

in situ 

in situ formal 
if something is in situ, it is in its original 
place e The cave paintings must be viewed 
in situ because they are considered too 
delicate to be moved to a museum. 
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insult 4 

add insult to injury A 

to make a bad situation even worse for 
someone by doing something else to 
upset them * First of all he arrived an 
hour late and then, to add insult to injury, 
he proceeded to complain about my choice 
of restaurant. 


intents 


to all intents and purposes X 

in all the most important ways *« We've 
&ot a few odd things to finish, but to all 
intents and purposes the job is done. 
* They redesigned the old model and 
created something which was to all intents 
and purposes a brand new car. 


interference 

run interference American 

to help someone achieve something by 
dealing with the people or problems that 
might prevent them from doing so 
* (usually * for) When it comes to finding 
a hotel room, you'll be glad to have a 
tourist guide run interference for you. 


inverted 


in inverted commas British & Australian 

something that you say when a phrase 
you are using to describe something is 
the phrase that people usually use but it 
does not really show the truth 
Æ Inverted commas are a pair of 
printed marks put at the beginning and 
end of a word or phrase to show that 
someone else has written or said it. 
* They were the kind of well-meaning 
people that wanted to ‘do good’ in inverted 
commas. 


iron 


an iron fist/hand in a velvet glove 
something that you say when you are 
describing someone who seems to be 
gentle but is in fact severe and firm * To 
enforce each new law the president uses 
persuasion first, and then force — the iron 
hand in the velvet glove. 

an iron man American & Australian 

a man who is physically very strong and 
can work hard for a long time ¢ He likes to 


think of himself as some sort of iron man 
who doesn't need sleep like the rest of us. 
pump iron informal 
to lift heavy objects for exercise in order 
to increase your strength or to improve 
your appearance * These days, both men 
and women pump iron for fitness. 
rule (sb) with a rod of iron British, 
American & Australian 
rule (sb) with an iron fist/hand American 
& Australian 
to control a group of people very firmly, 
having complete power over everything 
that they do ° For 17 years she ruled the 
country with a rod of iron. « My uncle rules 
the family business with an iron hand. 
strike while the iron is hot 
to do something immediately while you 
have a good chance of achieving success 
* You may not get a better offer — I'd strike 
while the iron's hot, if I were you. 


irons 

have [a few/a lot etc.] irons in the fire 
to have several jobs at the same time or to 
have several possibilities of work * If 
that job application doesn't work out I've 
got a couple more irons in the fire. 


itchy 

have itchy feet British & Australian, 
informal 
to want to travel or to do something 
different e Why’ve you got all these travel 
brochures? Do you have itchy feet? 
get itchy feet British & Australian, 
informal * He's been in the same job for too 
long and he's getting itchy feet. 


ivories 

tickle/tinkle the ivories humorous 
to play the piano £» The parts of a piano 
that you press to play it used to be made 
of a hard white substance called ivory. 
* Grandma could tickle the ivories like a 
professional. 


ivory ; 

"4 

an ivory tower X 
if you are in an ivory tower, you are ina 


place or situation where you are 
separated from ordinary life and its 


ivy 206 


problems * How much of the research the north-east of the US * The company 
done by academics in their ivory towers is thinks the best management trainees come 


ever read or published? from the Ivy League. 
E Ivy League American * He doesn't have 
ivy Y the Ivy League education of some of his 
the Ivy League American ~ ` opponents. « He hated the Ivy League 


a group of old and very good colleges in conformity of the college. 
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jack 

ajackofalltrades >< 
someone who has many skills or who 
does many different jobs * Bill can do 
plumbing, carpentry, or a bit of 
gardening — he's a jack of all trades, 
really. 

a Jack the Lad British, informal, 
old-fashioned 
a confident and not very serious young 
man who behaves as he wants to without 
thinking about other people * Three 
children with three different women? Well, 
healways was a bit of a Jack the Lad. 


jackpot » 

hit the jackpot ^ 
to be very successful, often in a way 
which means you make a lot of money 
* When my second book was published I 
thought I'd really hit the jackpot. 


jack robinson 


before you can say Jack Robinson 
old-fashioned 
if you say that something happens before 
you can say Jack Robinson, it happens 
very suddenly » J offered her a chocolate 
but before you could say Jack Robinson 
she'd eaten half the box. 


jam 

jam tomorrow British 
something that you want which you are 
told you will get soon but which never 
appears « Nobody will accept a pay cut, 
and it's not enough to promise jam 
tomorrow. 

be in (a bit of) a jam old-fashioned 
to be in a difficult situation ¢ I’m in bit of 
a jam. Could you possibly lend me some 
money till next week? 


jim crow 


Jane Doe 

Jane Doe American 
a woman or girl whose name must be 
kept secret or is not known, especially in 
a court of law * A former employee, 
referred to only as Jane Doe, is suing the 
company for unfair discrimination. 


~x 


jazz 

and all that jazz informal 
and other similar things * They sell 
televisions and all that jazz. 


Jekyll 

a Jekyll and Hyde 
someone whose personality has two 
different parts, one very nice and the 
other very unpleasant £» This phrase 
comes from the book The Strange Case of 
Dr Jekyll and Mr Hyde by Robert Louis 
Stevenson. * You can't depend on him to 
be friendly — he's a Jekyll and Hyde. 
Jekyll and Hyde * Many alcoholics 
develop Jekyll and Hyde personalities. 


je ne sais quoi 

a je ne sais quoi 
a pleasant quality which you cannot 
describe or name * He's not particularly 
attractive but he has a certain je ne sais 
quoi which women find irresistible. 

jewel 

the jewel in the crown 
the best or most valuable thing in a group 
of things » (often + of) The island of 
Tresco, with its beautiful tropical gardens, 
is the jewel in the crown of the Scilly Isles. 


jiggery-pokery 

jiggery-pokery old-fashioned 
secret activities that are not honest « We 
suspect there's been some financial 
Jiggery-pokery going on in the accounts 
department. 

jim crow 

Jim Crow American 
a situation that existed until the 1960s in 
the south of the US, when black people 
were treated badly, especially by being 
separated from white people in public 
places £5 Jim Crow was the name of a 
black character in a 19th century song 


jitters 


and dance act. « Jim Crow meant there 
were no black kids in white schools. 

Jim Crow American ¢ (always before 
noun) As soon as he moved to Tenessee, he 
became aware of the Jim Crow laws. 


jitters 4 

get the jitters informal Z7 
to feel anxious, especially before an 
important event e J always get the jitters 
before an interview. 


give sb the jitters informal « Don't drive 
so fast. You're giving me the jitters. 


job 
a job lot British & Australian 
a collection of objects that are bought or 


sold together as a group e I bought a job 
lot of furniture at an auction. 


do a job on sb/sth mainly American, 
informal 
to hurt or damage someone or something 
* He really did a job on her, telling her how 
much he loved her and then leaving her. 
èe Someone sure did a job on this table — 
there are scratches all over it. 


do the job informal * 
if something does the job, it is suitable 
for a particular purpose » Here, this knife 
should do the job. * I needed to tie the two 
parts together and an old stocking did the 
job perfectly. 

fall down on the job 
to fail to do something that you should do 
* The armed forces will take over if the 
local authorities fall down on the job. 


It's more than my job's worth. British & 

Australian, informal 

something that you say in order to tell 
someone that you cannot do what they 
want you to do because you would lose 
your job if you did ¢ Im sorry, but it'd be 
more than my job's worth to take any 
money from you. 


a Job's comforter old-fashioned 
someone who tries to make you feel 
happier but makes you feel worse instead 
£» Job was a character in the Bible who 
had a lot of bad things happen to him. 
* She's a real Job's comforter. She keeps 
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telling me I'm going to die soon anyway so 
Ishouldn't worry about. anything. 

lie down on the job 
to not work as hard at something as you 
should * The new Police Chief fired two 
officers he accused of lying down on the job. 

jobs 

jobs for the boys British & Australian 
work that is given by someone who is in 
an important position to their friends or 
members of their family * They operated 
a system of jobs for the boys. 


Joe Bloggs 

Joe Bloggs British & Australian 
an ordinary person * There's no point 
asking your average Joe Bloggs what he 
thinks about opera. 


Joe Blow 

Joe Blow American & Australian 
an ordinary person » Television today is 
geared to your average Joe Blow. 


Joe Public >< 

Joe Public British, informal 
the public « The test of any new product is 
will Joe Public buy it? 


John Bull 


John Bull old-fashioned 

a character who represents a typical 
English man or the English people 
> This phrase comes from a book called 
The History of John Bull written by John 
Arbuthnot in 1712. * Jn the cartoon, John 
Bull appears as a short, stocky figure 
wearing a waistcoat with the British flag 
on. 


John Doe a 

John Doe American 
a man or boy whose real name must be 
kept secret or is not known, especially in 
a court of law * The patient was referred 
to in court documents as John Doe. 


John Hancock 

your John Hancock American, humorous 
your signature >John  Hancock's 
signature was the first signature on the 
American Declaration of Independence 
in 1776 * If you put your John Hancock on 
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the last page we'll be finished with the 
formalities. 


Johnny-come-lately 


a Johnny-come-lately old-fashioned 
someone who has only recently started a 
job or activity and has suddenly become 
very successful * She denies suggestions 
that she’s a Johnny-come-lately, saying 
that she has worked for years to get her 
own show. 


Johnny-on-the-spot 

Johnny-on-the-spot American, informal 
someone who is immediately ready to do 
something, especially to help someone 
* This guy had just gotten a flat tire, and 
there I was, Johnny-on-the-spot with my 
tools in the back of the car. 


John Q Public Se 

John Q Public American, humorous 
the public « You have to ask yourself what 
John Q Public will think when he hears 
about the government overspending. 


joie de vivre 


joie de vivre 
a feeling of happiness and enjoyment of 
life « She will be remembered above all for 
her kindness and her great joie de vivre. 


joke 

getigo beyond a joke ^ 
if a situation gets beyond a joke, it 
becomes extremely serious and worrying 
* He's drunk more nights than he's sober 
these days - this has gone beyond a joke. 

the joke's on sb 
something that you say which means 
someone who tried to make other people 
seem silly has made themselves seem 
silly instead * The burglars managed to 
lock themselves into the house until the 
police arrived, so the joke’s on them! 


joker 

the joker in the pack 
someone or something that could change 
a situation in a way that you do not 
expect * The independent candidate is the 
Joker in the pack in this election. 


judgment 


d 


You're joking! informal 
something that you say when you are 
very surprised by what someone has just 
told you * ‘They’re getting married, you 
know’ ‘You're joking! They've only known 
each other a month.’ 


jolly 

be jolly hockey sticks British, humorous 
if a woman or situation is jolly hockey 
sticks, the woman or the people involved 
in that situation belong to a high social 
class, and often talk in a very happy way 
that seems false e Well, she’s okay, but a 
little jolly hockey sticks, if you know what 
Imean. 


Joneses 

keep up with the Joneses 
to try to own all the same things as people 
you know in order to seem as good as 
them * Her only concern in life was 
keeping up with the Joneses. 


joy 
jump for joy x 
to be very happy about something good 
that has happened » Tina jumped for joy 
when she found out she'd be in the team. 


judgment 

a judgment call American 
a decision someone has to make using 
their own ideas and opinions © In 
sport, a judgment call is a decision made 
by an official in a competition using their 
own opinion of what they have seen. » It’s 
a judgment call - do we go by plane or risk 
taking the car to the conference? 

sit in judgment on/over sb 
to say that what someone has done is 
morally wrong, believing yourself to be 
better « We none of us have the right to sit 
in judgment on our fellow man. 


jugular 


jugular 


go for the jugular informal 
to criticize someone very cruelly by 
talking about what you know will hurt 
them most £» The jugular is a large vein 
that carries blood to the heart. 
* Cunningham, who usually goes 
straight for the jugular, seemed 
strangely reluctant to say anything. 

juice 

stew in your own juice/juices informal 
if you leave someone to stew in their own 
juice, you leave them to worry about 
something bad that has happened or 
something stupid they have done ¢ She’ll 


calm down - just leave her to stew in her 
own juices for a bit. 


jump 

get a/the jump on sb/sth mainly 
American, informal 
to start doing something before other 
people start, or before something 
happens, in order to get an advantage for 
yourself e Jf I leave work early on Fridays 
Ican get a jump on the traffic. 
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jury 

the jury is (still) out 
if the jury is still out on a subject, no 
decision has been made or the answer is 
not yet certain ¢ (usually + on) The jury's 
still out on whether animal experiments 
are really necessary. + We asked people to 
comment on the latest male fashions, but it 
seems the jury's out. 

just 

not be just a pretty face humorous 
if someone is not just a pretty face, they 
are not only attractive but also intelligent 
* ‘How did you know that?’ ‘Well, I'm not 
just a pretty face, you know." 

be just the job British & Australian 

be just the ticket British, old-fashioned 
to be perfect for a particular purpose « He 
needed a car to pick her up in and Will's 
sports car seemed just the job. 

get your just deserts 
if you get your just deserts, something 
bad happens to you that you deserve 
because of something bad you have done 
* Did you read about the burglar whose 
own house was broken into? He really got 
his just deserts. 
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kangaroo 


a kangaroo court 
a court of law which is not official and 
which judges someone in an unfair way 
* A kangaroo court was set up by the 
strikers to deal with people who had 
refused to stop working. 


keen 


be as keen as mustard British & 
Australian, old-fashioned 
to be very eager « Why don't we ask Tom 
to captain the cricket team? He's as keen as 
mustard. 


keep 


Keep your shirt on! British, American & 
Australian, informal 

Keep your hair on! British & Australian, 
informal 
a slightly impolite way of telling 
someone who is angry to try to be calm 
and patient « Keep your shirt on! I'll be 
with you in a second. , 

keep yourself to yourself >< 
if you keep yourself to yourself, you live 
a quiet life and avoid doing things with or 
talking to other people « We don't know 
anything about her, she keeps herself to 
herself 


keeper 


not be your brother's keeper 

not be sb's keeper 
to not be responsible for what someone 
does or for what happens to them e It’s all 
too easy for us not to intervene in another 
country's problems, telling ourselves that 
we're not our brother's keeper * You 
shouldn't blame yourself for what's 
happened to Simon. You're not his keeper, 
you know. 


kerb-crawler 


keeping 

in keeping with sth 
in a way that is suitable or right for a 
particular situation, style, or tradition 
* In keeping with tradition, we always 
have turkey on Christmas Day. + Her 
millionaire lifestyle is very much in 
keeping with her celebrity status. 
opposite out of keeping with sth ° The 
antique desk seems out of keeping with the 
modern furniture in the rest of the house. 


keeps 

for keeps informal >< 
for ever * ‘Do you want your tennis racket 
back?’ ‘No, it's yours for keeps.’ « She said 
she's left him for keeps this time. 

play for keeps American & Australian, 
informal 
to do something very seriously and not 
just for enjoyment « These arms dealers 
play for keeps - they want the best 
weapons available and will do anything to 
get them. 


ken 

be beyond sb's ken 
if a particular subject is beyond your 
ken, you do not understand it or know 
much about it « Don't talk to me about 
finance — it’s beyond my ken. * Most of 
Derrida's work is beyond the ken of the 
average student. 

kept 

a kept man/woman humorous 
someone who does not work and who is 
given money and a place to live by the 
person who they are having a sexual 
relationship with « She was determined to 
find work and not become a kept woman 
like her sister: 

kerb-crawler 

a kerb-crawler British & Australian 

a curb-crawler American 
someone who drives slowly along a road 
looking for someone to have sex with » J 
don't like walking down this road at night 
- it's full of prostitutes and kerb-crawlers. 
kerb-crawling British & Australian 
curb-crawling American * There was a 
big scandal after the judge was prosecuted 
Sor kerb-crawling. 
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kettle 


be another/a different kettle of fish 
if you say that something or someone is a 
different kettle of fish, you mean that 
they are completely different from 
something or someone else that has been 
talked about * Andy was never very 
interested in school, but Anna, now she 
was a completely different kettle of fish. 
* I'd driven an automatic for years but 
learning to handle a car with gears was 
another kettle of fish altogether. 

a fine/pretty kettle of fish mainly \- 
American VN 
a difficult situation * That’s a fine kettle 
of fish — the car won't start and I have to 
leave in five minutes. 


kick up a fuss/row/stink 

to complain loudly in order to show that 
you are very annoyed about something 
* Our food was cold so my father kicked up 
a fuss and refused to pay the service 
charge. 


si in teeth * She'd only been 
trying to help him and she felt that she'd 
been kicked in the teeth. 


key a kick up the arse/backside British & 


hold the key 
to provide the explanation for something 
that you could not previously understand 
* Fiennes, who had been looking for the 
place for twenty years, became convinced 
that this road held the key. 


kibosh 


put the kibosh on sth old-fashioned, 
informal 
to prevent something that is planned 
from happening ¢ The rain put the kibosh 
on our plans for a picnic. 


kick 


kick sb when they're down ^ 
to do something bad to someone when 
you know they already have a lot of 
problems * His wife left him last month 
and I don't want to kick a man when he's 
down, but we simply don't have any more 
work for him. 

kick yourself 
if you say that you'll kick yourself when 
or if something happens, you mean that 
you will feel angry with yourself because 


Australian, very informal 


a kick in the butt/pants American & 


Australian, very informal 

if you give someone a kick up the arse, 
you do or say something to try to stop 
them being lazy ° He does nothing but 
watch TV all day. His mother should give 
him a kick up the backside. « The threat of 
losing my job was the kick in the pants I 
needed. 


get a kick out of sth/doing sth informal 


to enjoy doing something very much 
* Anyone who gets a kick out of horror 
movies will love this show. * I get a real 
kick out of shopping for new shoes. 


kick-off 
for a kick-off informal 


something that you say which means that 
what you are going to say next is the first 
of a list of things you could say «e ‘What’s 
wrong with it?’ ‘Well, for a kick off it 
hasn't been cooked properly." 


kicks 


you have done something stupid or for kicks informal 


missed an opportunity ¢ You'll kick 
yourself when I tell you who came in just 
after you left. e If I don't get one now and 
they've sold out by next week, I'll kick 
myself. 


if you do something for kicks, especially 
something dangerous, you do it because 
you think it is exciting Ħ Local kids steal 
cars and race them up and down the street, 
just for kicks. 
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kid 


be like a kid in a candy store American & 
Australian 
to be very happy and excited about the 
things around you, and often to react to 
them in a way which is silly and not 
controlled « You should have seen him 
when they arrived. He was like a kid ina 
candy store. 

handle/treat sb with kid gloves 
to be very polite or kind to someone who 
is important or easily upset because you 
do not want to make them angry or upset 
££» Kid gloves are gloves made from very 
soft leather which would feel very soft if 
someone touched you with them. e Linda 
can be a very difficult woman — you've 
really got to handle her with kid gloves. 


kids 

kids' stuff British & Australian X 

kid stuff American 
an activity or piece of work that is very 
easy » A five-mile bike ride? That’s kids’ 
stuff. 

kill 


kill or cure British & Australian 
a way of solving a problem which will 
either fail completely or be very 
successful « Having a baby can be kill or 
cure for a troubled marriage. 


move in for the kill 

go (in) for the kill 
to prepare to defeat someone completely 
in an argument or competition when 
they are already in a weak position 
* After two days of constant media 
coverage, journalists sensed the minister 
was weakening and they moved in for the 
kill. « At 6-3 6-2 up, Sampras went in for 
the kill and won the final set 6-0. 


killing 


make a killing informal / X 
to earn a lot of money very easily * (often 
+ on) She made a killing on the house so 
she can't be short of money. 


kilter 


out of kilter 
1 if something is out of kilter, it is not 
operating or working as it should » Even 


kingdom 


one sleepless night can throw your body 
out of kilter: 

2 if two things are out of kilter, or if one 
thing is out of kilter with another, they 
are not similar any more e (often + with) 
A further tax increase on cigarettes would 
put Britain out of kilter with the rest of 
Europe. 


kindly 

not take kindly to sth 
to not like something that someone says 
or does ¢ Be careful what you say to Mike- 
he doesn't take kindly to criticism. * I 
didn't take kindly to being thrown out of 
the team. 


kindness 

kill sb with kindness 
to be too kind to someone * Rob's killing 
me with kindness — he phones me all the 
time to see if I'm alright when really I just 
need to be left alone. 

king 

king of the castle British 

king of the hill American 
the most successful or most powerful 
person in a group of people * Jamie 
Spence was king of the castle yesterday 
when he beat the defending champion in 
the third round. * Our team is sure to be 
king of the hill this year. 

a king's ransom 
a very large amount of money + (not used 
with the) She was wearing a diamond 
necklace which must have been worth a 
king's ransom. 

live like a king 
to live in a very comfortable way with all 
the luxuries you want * He lived like a 
king for six months, drinking champagne 
and driving a Porsche, until the money 
finally ran out. 


kingdom 

blast/blow sb/sth to kingdom come 
informal 
to kill someone or destroy something by 
using a gun or bomb « Fifteen soldiers 
were blown to kingdom come in the attack. 
* Police discovered a bomb which was 
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large enough to blast the whole town to 
kingdom come. 
till/until kingdom come 

for a very long time © 'Until Kingdom 
come' is a phrase from a prayer in the 
Bible and means ‘until the world ends’. « J 
don't want to wait until kingdom come for 
you to decide what you're doing. 


kinks 

iron out the kinks mainly American 
to get rid of any problems that you are 
having with the way that you are doing 
something * The team was still trying to 
iron out the kinks in their game in the last 
quarter. 

kiss 

kiss and make up humorous 
if two people kiss and make up, they stop 
being angry with each other and become 
friendly again * Jan and I used to fight a 
lot, but we always kissed and made up 
afterwards. 

kiss and tell 
to talk on television, in a newspaper etc. 
about a sexual relationship you have had 
with a famous person, especially in order 
to get a lot of money * The singer's ex- 
girlfriend was paid £20,000 by a tabloid 
newspaper to kiss and tell. 
kiss-and-tell * (always before noun) Her 


kiss-and-tell revelations — scandalized 
Hollywood. 
the kiss of death informal ^ 


an event or action that causes something 
to fail or be spoiled » (often + for) Asking 
Jenny to cook is the kiss of death for any 
dinner party. 

give sb the kiss of life British & 
Australian 
to help someone who has stopped 
breathing to breathe again by blowing 
into their mouth and pressing their chest 
* A doctor who had witnessed the accident 
gave the victim the kiss of life but failed to 
revive him. 

kissing 

a kissing cousin old-fashioned 
someone you are related to but not very 
closely * I didn't realize she knew Tony, 
but in fact, they're kissing cousins. 


kitchen 


everything but the kitchen sink "d 
humorous 
a lot of different things, many of which 
you do not need * We were only going 
away for the weekend, but Jack insisted on 
taking everything but the kitchen sink. 


kitchen-sink 


kitchen-sink British & Australian 
a kitchen-sink play, film, or style of 
painting is one which shows ordinary 
people's lives * (always before noun) 
Kitchen-sink drama came into fashion 
in the 1950s. * In his latest work, he is 
moving away from kitchen-sink realism 
towards a more experimental style of 
painting. 

kite 


kite-flying British & Australian 
the act of telling people about an idea or 
plan so that you can find out what they 
think about it « Mr Baker's hint about US 
intervention in the war was undoubtedly 
an exercise in kite-flying. 

Go fly a kite! mainly American, informal 
something that you say in order to tell 
someone who is annoying you to go away 
* Go fly a kite! It's just not funny any more. 


kith 

kith and kin old-fashioned 
friends and relatives © Kith is an old- 
fashioned word which means friends. 
* They wanted to keep alive the memory of 
their kith and kin who had died in the war. 


kittens 


have kittens informal 
to become very worried or upset about 
something * She nearly had kittens when I 
said I was going to buy a motorbike. 


kitty-corner 

kitty-corner American 

kitty-cornered American 
in a direction from one corner of a 
square to the opposite, far corner » (often 
* to) You know the building — it's kitty- 
corner to my office. 
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knee 


put sb over your knee old-fashioned 
to punish a child by hitting them on the 
bottom e Her father threatened to put her 
over his knee if she missed school again. 


knee-deep 


be knee-deep in sth X 
to have too much of something « I’m knee- 
deep in work at the moment, so I'm not 
stopping for lunch. 


knee-high 


be knee-high to a grasshopper 
humorous 
to be very young Æ A grasshopper is an 
extremely small insect. « The last time I 
came here I was knee-high to a 
grasshopper: 


knees 


bring sb/sth to their knees 
to destroy or defeat someone or 
something e Sanctions were imposed in an 
attempt to bring the country to its knees. 
* The strikes brought the economy to its 
knees. 


knickers 


get your knickers in a twist British & 
Australian, informal 

get your knickers in a knot Australian, 
informal 
to become very upset about something, 
usually something that is not important 
* Now, before you get your knickers in a 
twist, let me explain the situation. 


knife 


cut/go through sth like a (hot) knife 
through butter 
to cut something very easily * A laser 
beam can cut through metal like a hot 
knife through butter. 


go under the knife >< 
to have a medical operation « More and 
more women are choosing to go under the 
knife just to improve their appearance. 
under the knife humorous ¢ The hospital 
is worried about the number of patients 
who have died under the knife. 


knight 


Knife is used in the following phrases 
connected with unpleasant behaviour. 


have your knife into sb British & 


Australian, informal 

to try to cause problems for someone 
because you do not like them « Mike's had 
his knife into me ever since he found out I 
was seeing his ex-girlfriend. 


put/stick the knife in British & 


Australian, informal 

to do or say something unpleasant to 
someone in an unkind way * ‘No one in 
the office likes you, you know, Tim', she 
said, putting the knife in. + The reviewer 
from The Times really stuck the knife in, 
calling it the worst play he'd seen in years. 


turn/twist the knife 


to do or say something unpleasant which 
makes someone who is already upset feel 
worse * Having made the poor girl cry, he 
twisted the knife by saying she was weak 
and unable to cope with pressure. 

a turn/twist of the knife « ‘J never loved 
you', she said, with a final twist of the 
knife. 


knife-edge 
on a knife-edge 


if a person or organization is on a knife- 
edge, they are in a difficult situation and 
are worried about what will happen in 
the future « She's been living on a knife- 
edge since her ex-husband was released 
from prison last month. * The theatre is on 
a financial knife-edge and must sell 75% of 
its seats every night to survive. 


knight 
a knight in shining armour British & 


Australian 


a knight in shining armor American & 


Australian 

someone who helps you when you are in a 
difficult situation 45 In stories about 
medieval times (= the time between 500 
and 1500 AD), knights were soldiers who 
rode on horses and helped women in 
difficult or dangerous situations. « She 
looked around the bar to see if there was a 
knight in shining armour who might 
come and save her from this awful man. 


knitting 


knitting 


stick to your knitting 

if a person or company sticks to their 
knitting, they continue to do what they 
have always done instead of trying to do 
something they know very little about 
* He believes the key to a company's 
success is to stick to its knitting rather 
than trying to diversify. 


knives 

the knives are out British & Australian 
something that you say which means that 
a group of people are angry with 
someone and want to criticize them or 
cause problems for them « (often + for) 
The knives are out for Danvers following 
his team's poor performance in six 
successive games. 


knobs 

with (brass) knobs on British & 
Australian, humorous 
if you describe something as a particular 
thing with knobs on, you mean it has 
similar qualities to that thing but they 
are more extreme e Disney World was like 
an ordinary amusement park with knobs 
on. 


knock 4 

Knock it off! informal >“ 
something that you say in order to tell 
someone to stop doing something that is 
annoying you * Knock it off will you? I 
can't work with all that noise. 

take a knock 
to be badly affected by something « His 
reputation has taken quite a knock 
following the revelations published in his 
recent biography. 


knock-down-drag-out 
knock-down-drag-out American 
a knock-down-drag-out fight or argument 
is very serious and continues for a long 
time ¢ (always before noun) Look, I don't 
want to get into a knock-down-drag-out 
fight with you over this so let's forget it. 


knocking 
a knocking shop British, very informal 
a knock-shop Australian, very informal 
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a place where men pay to have sex with 

women * People say it's a knocking shop 

but I've never seen anything going on. 
knot 

tie the knot informal 
to get married « When are you two going 
to tie the knot? * (often + with) She's 
planning to tie the knot with her German 
boyfriend next June. 

knots 

tie yourself (up) in knots 

1to become very confused or worried 
when you are trying to make a decision 
or solve a problem e (often + over) They 
tied themselves in knots over the seating 
arrangements. 

2 British & Australian to become very 
confused when you are trying to explain 
something ¢ She tied herself up in knots 
trying to tell me how to operate the video 
recorder. 


knotted 

Get knotted! British & Australian, 
informal, old-fashioned 
an impolite way of telling someone who 
is annoying you to go away © Oh, get 
knotted, will you, I'm trying to work! 

know 

know what's what x 
if you know what's what, you have a lot of 
experience and can judge people and 
situations well « Harry's been in the 
business for 40 years — he knows what's 

what. 


not know where to put yourself informal 
to feel very embarrassed « And then he 
started to sing. Well, I didn't know where 
to put myself! 

not know whether to laugh or cry 
to be extremely upset by something bad 
that has happened e Then they announced 
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that my flight was delayed for ten hours. I 
didn't know whether to laugh or cry. 


not know if/whether you are coming or 

going 

to be unable to think clearly and decide 
what to do because you have so many 
things to deal with * J had so much to do 
yesterday that I didn't know whether I was 
coming or going. + The recent changes in the 
school curriculum mean that most teachers 
don't know if they're coming or going. 


be in the know informal pa: 
to know about something which most 
people do not know about * The resort is 
considered by those who are in the know to 
have the best downhill skiing in Europe. 


What you don't know won't hurt you. 
something that you say which means that 
if you do not know about a fact or a 
problem, you do not worry about it « “Tell 


knuckle 


me how much you spent on the car, then.' 
‘No, what you don't know won't hurt you.’ 

wouldn't know sth if it hit you in the 
face 

wouldn't know sth if you fell over one 
to not notice something although it is 
very obvious ¢ Julie wouldn't know a 
good deal if it hit her in the face! 

know-all >< 

a know-all British & Australian 

a know-it-all American & Australian 
someone who seems to know everything 
and annoys other people by showing how 
clever they are * No one likes him because 
he's such a know-all. 


knuckle 

a knuckle sandwich humorous 
if you give someone a knuckle sandwich, 
you hit them * You'll get a knuckle 
sandwich if you don't shut up. 


labour 


labour 


a labour of love British & Australian — . 

a labor of love American & Australian ^^ 
an activity that is hard work but that you 
do because you enjoy it e He prefers to 
paint the house himself — it's a real labour 
of love. 


ladder 


at the top of the ladder 
inthe highest position in an organization 
* He's at the top of the ladder after a long 
and successful career. 
opposite at the bottom of the ladder 
* She started at the bottom of the ladder, 
but was rapidly promoted. 


lady 

Lady Bountiful 
a woman who enjoys showing people how 
rich and kind she is by giving things to 
poor people Æ Bountiful means 
generous. * I’ve got a lot of clothes that 
they might make use of but I’m worried 
they they might see me as some sort of 
Lady Bountiful. 

Lady Muck British & Australian, 
humorous 
a woman who thinks she is very important 
and should be treated better than everyone 
else e Look at Lady Muck over there, 
expecting everyone to wait on her! 


lady-killer 

a lady-killer old-fashioned 
aman who has sexual relationships with 
a lot of women ¢ With his good looks and 
charm, he was often cast as the lady-killer 
in films. 


lager 
a lager lout British 
a young man who drinks too much 


laid-back 


laissez-faire 
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alcohol and is then noisy, rude, or violent 
* (often plural) They'd ended up in some 
cheap holiday resort that was full of 
British lager louts. 


lah-di-dah 
lah-di-dah old-fashioned X ^ 
la-di-da old-fashioned \ 
a woman who is lah-di-dah thinks she is 
better than other people and tries to 
speak as if she is from a high social class 
* No one really liked her in the village. 
They all thought she was a bit lah-di-dah. 


laissez-faire 

1 the principle that businesses should not 
be controlled by the government « The 
previous government had a policy of 
laissez-faire, whereas this government 
wants a closer partnership with industry. 
laissez-faire * (always before noun) They 
have adopted a laissez-faire approach to 
business. 

2 the wish not to control people or not to 
become involved in their actions * There 
are no effective laws to protect women from 
abusive husbands. An attitude of laissez- 
faire prevails. 
laissez-faire * (always before noun) The 
problems in our education system, she 
said, would not be solved by a laissez-faire 
approach. 


lake 

Go jump in a/the lake! informal 
an impolite way of telling someone to go 
away and stop annoying you * This guy 
just wouldn't leave us alone, so finally I 
told him to go jump in the lake. 


lam 
on the lam mainly American, informal 
running away from the police or someone 
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in authority in order to escape going to 
prison * He finally gave himself up to the 
police after 12 years on the lam. 


lamb 


like a lamb 
if you go somewhere that you are being 
forced to go like a lamb, you go there 
calmly and without complaining « I 
thought I was going to have to drag her 
screaming to school but when the time 
came she went like a lamb. 


like a lamb to the slaughter 

something that you say about someone 
who does something or goes somewhere 
calmly and happily not knowing that 
something unpleasant is going to happen 
to them Æ This phrase comes from the 
Bible. The slaughter is the time when 
animals are killed for their meat. « Here 
comes the bride, like a lamb to the 
slaughter. 


a lame duck 

1 a person or company that is in trouble 
and needs help * In under two years, it 
was transformed from a state-owned lame 
duck into a successful company. 

2 someone, especially an elected official, 
who cannot influence events any more, 
often because their job is going to end 
soon * The Mayor intends to run for re- 
election to avoid being thought of as a 
lame duck. 
lame-duck mainly American * (always 
before noun) Having lost control of 
Congress, he was in danger of becoming a 
lame-duck president. 


land 


the land of milk and honey 
a country where people from other 
countries would like to live because they 
imagine that the living conditions are 
excellent and it is easy to make money 
e People in poorer parts of the world still 
look on the States as the land of milk and 
honey. 

be in the land of nod old-fashioned 
to be sleeping * Joe's in the land of nod at 
last. 


be in the land of the living humorous 
to be awake * She was partying till the 
early hours so I don't imagine she'll be in 
the land of the living before lunchtime. 
find out/see how the land lies 
to get information about a situation 
before making decisions or taking action 
* I thought I'd better call my mother and 
see how the land lies before inviting myself 
home for the weekend. 
the lie of the land British & Australian 
the lay of the land American & 
Australian * It's always a good idea to find 
out the lie of the land before applying to a 
company. 


land-office 


do a land-office business American, old- 
fashioned 
if a company does a land-office business, 
they are very successful in selling their 
product * They only set up the company 
eight months ago and they're doing a 
land-office business. 


lap 

be in the lap of the gods 
if the result of a situation is in the lap of 
the gods, you cannot control what will 
happen » I’ve sent in my application form 
and I've sorted out my references so it's in 
the lap of the gods now. 

drop/fall into your lap 
if something good falls into your lap, you 
get it without making any effort « You 
can't expect the ideal job to just fall into 
your lap — you've got to go out there and 
look for it. 

in the lap of luxury 
if you are in the lap of Iuxury, you live in 
conditions of much comfort because you 
have a lot of money * I have to earn 
enough to keep my wife in the lap of 
luxury. * They live in the lap of luxury 
in a huge great house in the south of 
France. 


lard-arse 

a lard-arse British, very informal 
someone who is fat « You could do with a 
bit of exercise yourself, lard-arse! + Your 
brother’s a bit of a lard-arse, isn't he? 


large 


large 


by and large ~ 
generally or mostly è The films they show 
are, by and large, American imports. 


loom large 
if a subject looms large, it causes people 
to think or worry a lot *« The threat of 
unemployment looms large in these 
people's lives. 


last 

last but notleast ~~ 
something that you say before 
introducing the last person or thing on a 
list, meaning that they are equally 
important « This is Jeremy, this is Kath, 
and, last but not least, this is Artie. 
* Right, I've got my money, my sunglasses 
and, last but not least, my lipstick. 


a last hurrah mainly American 
a final action or performance before 
someone finishes a job or activity * At 31, 
he knows this tournament may be his last 
hurrah. 


the last gasp of sth literary ^ 
the end of a particular period or process 
* This period witnessed the decline and 
last gasp of the British Empire. 


the last of the big spenders humorous 
something that you say when you are 
spending very little money or when 
someone else is spending very little 
money * Just an orange juice and some 
peanuts, please. The last of the big 
spenders! 

be on your last legs 

1 informal to be going to die soon * It looks 
as if her grandfather's on his last legs 
now. 

2 informalto be very tired, especially after 
alot of physical activity or work e I'd just 
done fifteen miles and I was on my last 
legs. 


be on its last legs informal 
if a machine is on its last legs, it is in bad 
condition because it is old and it will 
probably stop working soon * We've had 
the same vacuum cleaner for twenty years 
now and it's on its last legs. 
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be the last word in sth ~~ 
to be the best or most modern example of 
something ¢ It’s a nice enough restaurant 
and it's very reasonably priced but it's not 
exactly the last word in style. 


have heard/seen the last of sb/sth 
if you have heard the last of someone or 
something unpleasant, they will not 
cause you any more problems in the 
future * (often negative) It’s a worrying 
problem and I dare say we haven't heard 
the last of it. + He’s a very unpleasant man. 
Isincerely hope we've seen the last of him. 

have the last laugh 
to make someone who has criticized or 
defeated you look stupid by succeeding at 
something more important or by seeing 
them fail « They fired her last year but she 
had the last laugh because she was taken 
on by their main rivals at twice the salary. 


last-ditch . 


last-ditch / 

a last-ditch attempt to solve a problem is 
the final attempt that you make after you 
have failed several times to solve it 
* (always before noun) The gesture has 
been seen by many as a last-ditch 
attempt to win voters. « The UN is trying 
to secure talks between the two sides in a 
last-ditch effort to avert war. 


last-gasp 

last-gasp 
achieved at the last possible moment 
* (always before noun) And with only a 
minute left, Brinkworth scored a last-gasp 
equaliser bringing the score to 2-2. 


latchkey 


a latchkey child/kid mainly American 
a child who is often in the house alone 
because both parents are at work « My 
dad came home at seven in the evening 
and my mom only an hour earlier so I was 
a latchkey kid. 


late 


late in the day 
too late to be useful * (often + for) The 
new gun laws came a little late in the day 
for those whose friends or families were 
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killed in the massacre. * (often + to do sth) 
It seems rather late in the day to announce 
that diet drinks might cause cancer. 


lather 


be in a lather informal 

to be very anxious about something * She 
was in a real lather when I left this 
morning because she couldn't find the 
tickets. 

get (yourself) in/into a lather informal 
* It's really not worth getting yourself into 
a lather over it. 


laugh 

be a laugh a minute informal 
to be very funny and entertaining 
> This phrase is often used humorously 
to mean the opposite. « You know what 
Mark's like — he's not exactly a laugh a 
minute. * ‘A two-hour meeting with Nigel 
Owen? I bet that was fun.' 'Oh, it wasa 
laugh a minute.' 

Don't make me laugh. informal 
something that you say when someone 
has suggested something that you think 
is not at all likely to happen * ‘You never 
know, Pete might help out.’ ‘Pete? Help 
out? Don’t make me laugh!" 


laughing 


a laughing stock 
someone who does something very 
stupid which makes other people laugh 
at them * (usually + of) I can't cycle 
around on that old thing! I'll be the 
laughing stock of the neighbourhood. 

be laughing all the way to the bank 
informal 
if someone is laughing all the way to the 
bank, they have made a lot of money very 
easily often because someone else has 
been stupid * Jf we don't take this 
opportunity you can be sure our 
competitors will and they'll be laughing 
all the way to the bank. 

be laughing on the other side of your 
face British, American & Australian, 


informal x 


be laughing out of the other side of 
your mouth American & Australian, 
informal 


laurels 


if you say someone who is happy will be 
laughing on the other side of their face, 
you are angry about the thing that is 
making them happy and think that 
something will soon happen to upset 
them ¢ You'll be laughing out of the other 
side of your face if you fail your exams. 


be laughing up your sleeve >< 
to laugh at someone secretly, often in an 
unkind way * (often + at) He persuaded 
people to believe in him and all the time he 
was laughing up his sleeve at them. 


be no laughing matter ^ 
if a subject is no laughing matter, it is 
serious and not something that people 
should make jokes about » Haemorrhoids 
are all very funny when other people have 
them, but if you get them yourself, it's no 
laughing matter. 


laughter 


Laughter is the best medicine. 
something that you say which means that 
it is good for your physical and mental 
health to laugh * A visit from Camille 
always makes me feel better — she's so 
hilarious. It's like they say, laughter's the 
best medicine. 


laundry 


a laundry list mainly American ^ 
a long list of subjects * (usually + of) It 
wasn't much of a speech — just a laundry 
list of accusations against the 
government. 


laurels 


look to your laurels 
to make an extra effort to succeed 
because there is more competition 
* Nowadays there are a number of rival 
products on the market and the older, 
established companies are having to look 
to their laurels. 


rest on your laurels ~ 


to be so satisfied with your own 
achievements that you make no effort to 
improve e Just because you passed all 
your exams, that's no reason to rest on 
your laurels. 
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law 

the law of averages 
the probability that you will get one 
result about the same number of times as 
another if you do something often 
enough * By the law of averages we 
can't give a good performance every night 
of the tour. - 

the law of the jungle ~~ 
the way in which only the strongest and 
cleverest people in a society stay alive or 
succeed » I was brought up on the streets 
where the law of the jungle applies, so I 
soon learnt how to look after myself. 

be alaw unto yourself ^^ 
if you are a law unto yourself, you do 
things differently to other people and 
ignore the usual rules ¢ Charles certainly 
doesn't stick to the standard company 
procedures, but then, he's a law unto 
himself 

lay down the law 
to tell people what they should do, 
without caring about how they feel « I’m 
not going to have someone come into this 
office and start laying down the law. 


take the law into your own hands > 
to do something illegal in order to punish 
someone because you know that the law 
will not punish that person « One day, 
after years of violent abuse from her 
husband, she decided to take the law into 
her own hands. 

there's no law against sth/doing sth 
informal 
something that you say in order to tell 
someone who is criticizing you that you 
are not doing anything wrong * ‘You were 
in the pub at lunchtime, weren't you?’ 
‘Well, there's no law against it.’ * ‘Have 
you been shopping again?’ ‘What if I 
have? There's no law against spending 
money." 

lay 

lay it on thick informal 

lay it on with a trowel informal 
to make an emotion or experience seem 
more important or serious than it really 
is ¢ He'd injured his hand slightly but he 
was laying it on a bit thick about how 


painful it was. + They must have told us 
ten times how wonderful their daughter 
was — they were really laying it on with a 
trowel. 


lead 


go down like a lead balloon humorous 
if something that you say or show to 
people goes down like a lead balloon, they 
do not like it at all e My joke about the 
alcoholic went down like a lead balloon. 


put lead in your pencil British, humorous 
to increase a man's sexual ability « You 
should eat a few oysters — that'll put some 
lead in your pencil. 
have lead in your pencil British, 
humorous * ‘My uncle's 65 and he's getting 
remarried.’ ‘He still has a bit of lead in his 
pencil then!’ 

swing the lead British & Australian, old- 
fashioned 
to pretend to be ill so that you do not have 
to work e (usually in continuous tenses) 
And is she genuinely ill or is she just 
swinging the lead? 

leading 

a leading light - 
an important and respected person in a 
group or organization ¢ (often + in) A 
leading light in the art and ballet worid, 
he was a close friend of Princess Diana. 
* (often + of) Jeffries, at 23 a leading light 
of the campaign, was the first to speak. 

leaf 

shake like a leaf ^ 
to shake a lot because you are nervous or 
frightened ¢ (usually in continuous 
tenses) I saw her just before her talk and 
she was shaking like a leaf 

take a leaf out of sb's book 
to copy something that someone else does 
because it will bring you advantages 
* Maybe I should take a leaf out of 
Robert's book and start coming in at ten 
every morning. 

league 

be out of sb's league 
to be too good or too expensive for you 
* He was so good-looking and so popular 
that I felt he was out of my league. 
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leak \ 

take a leak very informal 
to pass liquid waste out of the body « I'll 
be back in a moment - I’ve gotta take a 
leak. 

leaps - 

by/in leaps and bounds >< 
if progress or growth happens in leaps 
and bounds, it happens very quickly 
* Ashley's reading has come on in leaps 
and bounds since she’s been at her new 
school. * Leaders of the organization say 
their membership is growing by leaps and 
bounds. 


leash 


have/keep sb on a short/tight leash >. 
to have a lot of control over someone’s 
behaviour and allow them very little 
freedom to do what they want « He doesn't 
go out with the lads so much these days. 
Michelle keeps him on a tight leash. 


least 

Least said, soonest mended. British & 
Australian, old-fashioned 
something that you say which means a 
bad event or situation can be forgotten 
more easily if you do not talk about it 
* I've always thought it best not to dwell 
on grievances too long. Least said, soonest 
mended. 

take the line/path of least resistance ^ 
to act in the way which will be easiest 
because you will not have to argue with 
other people about it « You could always 
take the line of least resistance and go 
with the majority vote. 

left 

the left hand doesn't know what the 
right hand is doing 
something that you say which means that 
communication in an organization is bad 
so that one part does not know what is 
happening in another part ¢ I was sent the 
same letter from two different 
departments. I get the feeling the left hand 
doesn't know what the right hand is doing. 

be left hanging (in the air/in midair) 
if a problem or question is left hanging in 
the air, it is not dealt with or answered 


leg 


* We failed to resolve the issue at the last 
meeting and it was left hanging in the air. 
be left holding the baby British 

be left holding the bag American 
to suddenly have to deal with a difficult 
problem or responsibility because 
someone else has decided they do not 
want to deal with it « He abandoned the 
project after a year because he felt that it 
was going to fail and I was left holding the 
baby. 

be out in left field 

1 American, informal to be completely 
wrong » They're out in left field, blaming 
you for this fiasco. 

2 American, informal to be very strange or 
very different from other people or 
things * She's kind of out in left field but 
she's fun. 

left, right and centre British, informal 

right and left American, informal 

left and right American, informal 
if something bad is happening left, right 
and centre, it is happening in a lot of 
places or to a lot of people * They were 
firing at people left, right and centre. « The 
Postal Service has been losing customers 
left and right these past couple of years. 


leg 
Break a leg! 
something that you say to wish someone 
good luck, especially before they perform 
in the theatre Æ Some people believe 
that if you say the words 'good luck' to an 
actor you will bring them bad luck. 
* (usually an order) 'Tonight's the first 
night of the play.’ ‘Ts it? Well, break a leg!" 
get your leg over British & Australian, 
very informal 
if a man gets his leg over, he succeeds in 
having sex with someone « How was the 
party, then? Did you get your leg over? 
give sb a leg up informal 
to help someone to be more successful e Jt 
must give you a leg up if you want to bean 
actor and your parents are both in the 
profession. 
get a leg up informal « If you know 
people in the company you can sometimes 
get a leg up. 


legs 


have a leg up on sb American 
to have an advantage over someone else 
e She probably has a leg up on the other 
applicants for the job because she has 
more experience. 

pull sb's leg informal ~~ 
to tell someone something that is not true 
as a way of joking with them e (usually in 
continuous tenses) Is he really angry with 
me or do you think he’s just pulling my 
leg? 

Shake a leg! old-fashioned, informal 
something that you say in order to tell 
people to hurry up * Come on, shake a leg! 
The film starts in 20 minutes. 


Show a leg! British, old-fashioned, 
informal 
something that you say in order to tell 
someone to get out of bed « Show a leg! 
It's past 11 o'clock. 


legs 

can talk the legs off an iron pot 
Australian 
if someone can talk the legs off an iron 
pot, they talk a lot ù I dread getting into a 
conversation with Gillian — she can talk 
the legs off an iron pot. 

have legs mainly American 
if a story in the news has legs, it will 
continue for a long time » This latest 
scandal has legs — you'll probably still be 
reading about it in a year's time. 


lengths 
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leopard 


A leopard can't/doesn't change its 
spots. 
something that you say which means that 
a person's character, especially if it is 
bad, will not change, even if they pretend 
it has * I doubt very much that marriage 
will change Chris for the better. A leopard 


doesn't change its spots. 
lesser 
the lesser of two evils x 
a lesser evil 


the less unpleasant of two choices, 
neither of which are good * 7 suppose I 
regard the Democratic candidate as the 
lesser of two evils. 


let 


let yourself go 

1 to relax completely and enjoy yourself 
* It’s a party — let yourself go! « I think she 
finds it difficult to let herself go. 

2to take less care of your appearance 
* She's really let herself go since she split 
up with her husband. 


let it/things slide >< 
to allow a situation to become slowly 
worse * We've really let things slide over 
the past few months. The accounts are in a 
terrible state. 


letter 


the letter of the law formal 
the exact words of a law and not its more 
important general meaning e There is 
always the danger that a judge may follow 
the letter of the law rather than its spirit. 
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to the letter slightly formal > 


if you follow instructions or obey rules to 
the letter, you do exactly what you are 
told to do J followed the instructions to 
the letter but I still couldn't get it to work. 


level 


^ 

a level playing field ~^ 
a fair situation *« There are calls for less 
restrictive laws in order to allow them to 
compete on a level playing field (= in a 
way that is fair) with other financial 
institutions. 

be level pegging British & Australian 
if two people or groups who are 
competing in a race or election are level 
pegging, they are equal and it is not 
certain who will win « With three weeks to 
&o to the election, Labour and the Alliance 
are still level pegging. 


be on the level old-fashioned 
to be honest or true * The offer seems too 
good to be true. Are you quite sure the 
man's on the level? 


do your level best 
to try very hard to do something » (often 
* to do sth) Tickets are quite hard to come 
by but I'll do my level best to get you one. 


liberties 


take liberties 

1 to change something, especially a piece 
of writing, in a way that people disagree 
with e (usually + with) Whoever wrote the 
screenplay for the film took great liberties 
with the original text of the novel. 

2 old-fashioned to be too friendly to 
someone in a way that shows a lack of 
respect, especially in a sexual way 
* (often + with) Don’t let him take 
liberties with you. 


liberty 
* 


take the liberty of doing sth formal /^ 
to do something that will have an effect 
on someone else without asking their 
permission ¢ (usually in past tenses) I 
took the liberty of reserving us two seats at 
the conference. I hope that's all right by 
you. 


licence 


be a licence to print money British & 
Australian 

be a license to print money American 
if a company or activity is a licence to 
print money, it causes people to become 
very rich without having to make any 
effort « These shopping channels are just 
a licence to print money. 


lick 


give sth a lick and a promise 

1 British & Australian, old-fashioned to 
clean something quickly and not 
carefully • J put on my new suit, gave my 
shoes a lick and a promise, and left the 
house. 

2 American & Australian, old-fashioned to 
do a job or piece of work quickly and not 
carefully « We didn't have time to do much 
clearing up in the yard - just gave the 
grass a lick and a promise. 

lickety-split 

lickety-split mainly American, informal 
very quickly « He drove off lickety-split 
down the highway. 

licking 

take a licking American & Australian, 
informal 
to be defeated or very strongly criticized 
* Their latest album took a licking from 
the critics, but it's selling well. 


lid 


blow/take the lid off sth 

lift the lid on sth 
to cause something bad that was 
previously kept secret to be known by the 
public *« In 1989 they started an 
investigation that was to blow the lid off 
corruption in the police force. 

flip your lid 

1 humorous to become crazy * I thought 
he'd finally flipped his lid when he bought 
that old helicopter. 

2 informal to suddenly become very angry 
* She'll flip her lid when she finds out 
what's been going on. - 

keepalidonsth 2 
to control the level of something in order 
to stop it increasing * Economic 


lie 226 


difficulties continued and the government 
intervened to keep a lid on inflation. 

Put a lid on it! mainly American, informal 
something that you say in order to tell 
someone to stop talking * Put a lid on it, 
you two! You've been shouting all 
afternoon. 

put the lid on sth British, old-fashioned 
if something that happens puts the lid on 
a plan, it causes the plan to fail e When 
James resigned that put the lid on the 
whole project. 

lie 

give the lie to sth formal 
to show that something is not true « The 
high incidence of cancer in the region 
surely gives the lie to official assurances 
that the factory is safe. 

livealie X 
to live a life that is dishonest because you 
are pretending to be something that you 
are not, either to yourself or to other 
people « Walker; who admitted that he was 
gay last year, spoke of the relief he felt at 


no longer having to livea lie. 
lies 
a pack of lies Y 
a tissue of lies formal "^ 


a story that someone has invented in 
order to deceive people « He dismissed 
recent rumours that he'd had affairs with 
a number of women as ‘a pack of lies’. 
* The entire account of where she'd been 
and who she'd been with that night was a 
tissue of lies. 

life 

life in the fast lane 
a way of living which is full of 
excitement and activity and often danger 
£» The fast lane is the part of a 
motorway (= a large road) where drivers 
go the fastest. « His was a life in the fast 
lane — parties, drugs, and a constant 
stream of glamorous women. 

life in the raw 
life at its most difficult, without money 
or the comforts that money brings 
* Travelling on the cheap exposes you to 
local life in the raw. 


life is cheap 
if life is cheap somewhere, people's lives 
have little value so if they die it is not 
important » In the city, gunmen rule the 
streets and life is cheap. 

your life is in sb's hands 
if your life is in someone's hands, that 
person is completely responsible for 
what happens to you, often for whether 
you live or die e When you fly, your life is 
in the hands of complete strangers. 
place/put your life in sb's hands * Every 
time you drive a car, you put your life in 
the hands of other motorists. 


Life is just a bowl of cherries. 

something that you say which means that 
life is very pleasant 45 This phrase is 
sometimes used humorously to mean the 
opposite « The hotel is wonderful and the 
weather too. Life's just a bowl of cherries. 
* So as well as cleaning up the apartment 
and getting the paperwork done, I have 
three children to look after. Yes, life's justa 
bowl of cherries! 


as large as life British, American & 
Australian 

as big as life American 
if you say that someone was somewhere 
as large as life, you mean that you were 
surprised to see them there » J looked up 
from my paper and there he was, as large 
as life, Tim Taylor! 

be larger than life British, American & 
Australian 

be bigger than life American 
if someone is larger than life, they 
attract a lot of attention because they are 
more exciting and interesting than most 
people ¢ Most characters in his films are 
somewhat larger than life. 


be another/one of life's great mysteries 
humorous 
to be something that it is impossible for 
you to understand *« Why people write 
their names on the walls of public toilets is 
one of life's great mysteries. 

be the life and soul of the party British, 
American & Australian 

be the life of the party American & 
Australian 


227 


to bethe type of person who enjoys social 
occasions and makes them more 
enjoyable for other people *« He's a very 
sweet man but he's not exactly the life and 
soul of the party. * Give him a few drinks 
and he's the life of the party! 

breathe (new) lifeintosth > 
to make something that was boring seem 
interesting again e Breathe new life into a 
tired old bathroom with a coat of brightly 
coloured paint in this season's exciting 
colours. 

can't do sth to save your life informal X 
if you say that someone can't do 
something to save their life, you mean 
that they are extremely bad at that thing 
* Ican't draw to save my life. 

can't for the life of me 
if you say you can't for the life of you 
remember something, you mean that you 
cannot remember it at all « J know I filed 
it somewhere but I can't for the life of me 
remember where. 


depart this life formal >c 
to die * Here lies Henry Stanford, who 
departed this life January 13th 1867. 
frighten/scare the life out of sb >< 
to make someone feel very frightened 
* She frightened the life out of me, 
shouting like that. 


give your life 

lay down your life slightly formal 
to die in order to save other people or in 
order to defend a belief that you support 
* Millions of soldiers laid down their lives 
for their country in the Great War. 


lead/live the life of Riley informal 
to have a happy life without hard work, 
problems or worries e He lived the life of 
Riley, having inherited a huge amount of 
money. 


life 


life's too short 

something that you say which means you 
should not waste time doing or worrying 
about things that are not important 
* (often + to do sth) Life's too short to iron 
your underwear. * I can't get worried over 
an amount of money as small as that. 
Life's too short. 


Not on your life! informal 
something that you say in order to tell 
someone with a lot of force that you will 
not do something e ‘Would you kiss him?’ 
‘Not on your life!’ 


put your life on the line 
to risk death in order to try to achieve 
something » Politicians aren't the ones 
putting their lives on the line fighting 
wars. 


risk life and limb 
to do something very dangerous where 
you might get hurt e These skiers risk life 
and limb every day for the thrill of speed. 


see life 

if someone wants or needs to see life, 
they want or need to experience many 
different things, especially by travelling 
around the world and meeting 
interesting people * Young people should 
see life before they get jobs and buy houses 
and do other boring things like that! 
* He's decided to do a round-the-world trip, 
he wants to see life a bit before he starts 
university. 


set sb up for life informal x 
to provide someone with enough money 
for the rest of their life « His father died 
when he was young and the inheritance set 
him up for life. 

Such is life. 

That's life. 
something that you say when you are 
talking about bad things that happen or 
exist which you cannot prevent and must 
therefore accept ¢ In an ideal world, I'd 
rather have the child and the career but 
it's not possible. That's life. 


take your life in/into your hands 
to do something dangerous » I’m sure this 
elevator isn't properly maintained. I feel 
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as though I'm taking my life into my 
hands every time I go in it. 


There's life in the old dog yet. humorous 
something that you say which means that 
although someone is old, they still have 
enough energy to do things * 7 may be 90 
but there's life in the old dog yet. 


This is the life! 
something that you say when you are 
relaxing and very much enjoying the fact 
that you are not at work e Sun, sand and 
cocktails — this is the life! 


life-saver 


a life-saver 
someone or something that gives you a 
lot of help when you are in a very 
difficult situation « When you're stuck in 
traffic like this, a mobile phone's an 
absolute life-saver. 


lifetime 


once in a lifetime 
only likely to happen once in someone's 
life « Opportunities to play in the Cup 
Final only come once in a lifetime so we've 
&ot to make the most of it. 
once-in-a-lifetime  * (always before 
noun) Enter this competition to win a 
once-in-a-lifetime trip to the Caribbean. 


light 


light at the end of the tunnel A 

something which makes you believe that 
a difficult or unpleasant situation will 
end » We're halfway through our exams 
now, so we can see light at the end of the 
tunnel .* Unemployment is still rising but 
analysts assure us there is light at the end 
of the tunnel. < 


light dawns a 
if light dawns on you, you suddenly 
understand something ¢ He was lying to 
me, but it was months before the light 
dawned, * (often + on) Light dawned on 
me when I heard she knew my mother. 


light relief 
something that is entertaining or 
relaxing after something that is serious 
or boring * A lively argument between the 


Y 


two main speakers provided a bit of light 
relief in an otherwise dull conference. 


be as light as a feather 
to be very light in weight » I could easily 
pick you up — you're as light as a feather. 


be light years away 

to be a very long time in the future « A 
cure for all kinds of cancer is still light 
years away. * (often + from + doing sth) 
Scientists are light years away from 
understanding (= it will be a very long 
time before scientists understand) the 
human brain. 


be light years away from sth 
if something is light years away from 
something else, it has made so much 
progress that the two things are now very 
different « Modern computers are light 
years away from the huge machines we 
used in the seventies. 


be the light of sb's life 
to be the person you love most « My 
daughter is the light of my life. 

be/go out like a light informal 
to go to sleep very quickly » J was out like 
a light after all that fresh air. 


hide your light under a bushel 
to avoid letting people know that you are 
good at something, usually because you 
are shy * (often in continuous tenses) I 
didn't realize you could play the piano — 
you've been hiding your light under a 
bushel. 


in the light of sth British & Australian *. 

in light of sth American & Australian ^ ` 
if something is done or happens in the 
light of facts, it is done or happens 
because of those facts * In the light of 
new evidence, he has been allowed to 
appeal against his prison sentence. « In 
light of what you’ve just told me, I can 
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understand why you and David were 
fighting. ; 

make light of sth X. 
to suggest by the way that you talk or 
behave that you do not think a problem is 
serious * You shouldn't make light of 
other people’s fears. 

make light work of sth/doing sth 
to do something quickly and easily 
* Heather made light work of painting the 
walls. e You made light work of that 
chocolate cake! (= you ate it quickly) 

see the light >< 

1to understand something clearly, 
especially after you have been confused 
about it for a long time ° Sarah used to 
have very racist views, but I think she's 
finally seen the light. 

2 to start believing in a religion, often 
suddenly » I hope my book will help others 
to see the light. 

see the light (of day) >< 

1 if an object sees the light of day, it is 
brought out so that people can see it « The 
archives contain vintage recordings, some 
of which have never seen the light of day. 

2 if something, especially an idea or a 
plan, sees the light of day, it starts to exist 
* It was the year when the equal 
opportunities bill first saw the light of 
day. 

shed/throw light on sth x 
to help people understand a situation 
* Thank you for shedding some light on 
what is really a very complicated subject. 

trip the light fantastic humorous 
to dance ¢ There I was, tripping the light 

fantastic in a sequinned ballgown. 
light-headed 

be/feel light-headed 
to feel weak and as if you might fall over 


* I feel a bit light-headed. I shouldn't have 
drunk that second glass of wine. 


lightning 

Lightning does not strike twice. 
something that you say which means that 
a bad thing will not happen to the same 
person twice « I know the crash has scared 
you, but lightning doesn't strike twice. 


lily 


a lightning rod American 
someone or something that takes all the 
blame for a situation, although other 
people or things are responsible too 
* (often + for) In a harsh economic 
climate, raises for teachers have become a 
lightning rod for criticism. 


lights 


The lights are on but nobody's/no-one's 

home. humorous 

something that you say when you think 
someone is stupid, or when someone does 
not react because they are thinking 
about something else » It’s no good 
expecting John to say anything. The lights 
are on but no-one's home. 


punch sb's lights out informal 
to hit someone hard again and again « He 
wouldn't shut up so I punched his lights 
out, 


like 

like it or lump it informal x 
if you tell someone to like it or lump it, 
you mean they must accept a situation 
they do not like, because they cannot 
change it * The fact remains, that's all 
we're going to pay him and hecan like it or 
lump it. o Like it or lump it, romantic 
fiction is read regularly by thousands. 


likely 


A likely story. >< 
something that you say when you do not 
believe that an explanation is true « He 
claims he thought he was drinking low 
alcohol lager. A likely story. + So he was 
just giving her a friendly hug because she 
was upset, was he? That's a likely story if 
ever I heard one. 

lily 

gild the lily ~ 
to spoil something by trying to improve 
or decorate it when it is already perfect 
££» To gild something is to cover it witha 
thin layer of gold. A lily is a beautiful 
white flower. To gild a lily would not be 
necessary. * Should I add a scarf to this 
jacket or would it be gilding the lily? 


lily-livered 


lily-livered 

lily-livered literary 
not brave * I’ve never seen such a lily- 
livered bunch of wimps in my life! 


lily-white 

lily-white 

1British, American & Australian 
completely white in colour * He 
marvelled at her lily-white hands. 

2 American & Australian completely 
honest e (often negative) He's not exactly 
lily-white himself so he has some nerve 
calling her a cheat! 

3 American & Australian having only 
white people near, often because of a 
wish to keep black people away * The 
black family found it difficult to feel 
comfortable in this lily-white, prosperous 
suburb. 


limb T 
beoutonalimb ~~“ 
alone and lacking support from other 
people * Because we're geographically so 
far removed from the main office, we do 
sometimes feel as if we're out on a limb. 


go out on a limb 
if you go out on a limb, you state an 
opinion or you do something which is 
very different to most other people * J 
don't think we're going out on a limb in 
claiming that global warming is a 
problem that must be addressed. + Rob 
Thompson, the producer, admits the series 
is going out on a limb in that it is quite 
different to anything else currently on 
television. 

tear sb limb from limb 
to attack someone violently * I’m sure if 
she got hold of the guy she'd tear him limb 
from limb. 


limelight 


be in the limelight 
to receive attention and interest from the 
public Æ Limelight was a type of 
lighting used in the past in theatres to 
light the stage. « He's been in the limelight 
recently, following the publication of a 
controversial novel. 
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steal the limelight * The whole team 
played well, but Gascoigne stole the 
limelight (= got most attention) with two 
stunning goals. 

limits 

off limits 

1 if an area is off limits, you are not 
allowed to enter it « When we were kids, 
our parents’ bedroom was definitely off 
limits. 

2 not allowed * Today's magazines tackle 
the sort of subjects that would once have 
been considered off limits. « What he does 
make very clear is that questions about his 
private life are off limits. 


limp-wristed 

limp-wristed informal 
a man who is limp-wristed seems weak 
and lacks the qualities that people 
usually admire in a man ° My mother 
liked him though I suspect my father 
thought he was a bit limp-wristed. 


all along the line 

all the way down the line X 
at every stage in a process * The project's 
been plagued with financial problems all 
along the line. + Managerial mistakes 
were made all the way down the line. 

be in sb's line old-fashioned 
to be a subject or activity that you are 
interested in or good at « J wouldn't have 
thought gardening was in your line, Ben. 

be in line for sth X 
to be likely to get something good * If 
anyone's in line for promotion, I should 
think it's Helen. + After his performance 
last season, it's reckoned that Taylor is 
next in line for the captaincy. 

in the line of fire .^ 
likely to be criticized, attacked, or got rid 
of ¢ Lawyers often find themselves in the 
line of fire. 

beontheline ^ ` 
if something is on the line, it is in a 
situation in which it could be lost or 
harmed e 7 didn't know his job was on the 
line. 
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lay/put sth on the line * J feel pretty 
strongly about the matter, but I’m not 
going to lay my career on the line for it. 


be out of line x 

1 if someone's actions or words are out of 
line, they are not suitable and they 
should not have been done or said « And 
the way he spoke to her in the meeting — 
that was completely out of line. « Her 
remarks to the papers were way out of 
line. 

2 if the amount or cost of something is out 
of line it is not what is expected or usual 
* (usually + with) His salary is way out 
of line with what other people in the 
company get. 

cross the line X 
if someone crosses the line they start 
behaving in a way that is not socially 
acceptable « Players had crossed the line 
by attacking fans on the pitch. 


down the line >< 
if an event is a particular period of time 
down the line, it will not happen until 
that period of time has passed e We'll 
probably want kids too but that's a few 
years down the line. 


draw a line under sth 
if you draw a line under something, it is 
finished and you do not think about it 
again e Let's draw a line under the whole 
episode and try to continue our work in a 
more positive frame of mind. 


draw the line S 

to think of or treat one thing as different 
from another * (often + between) It all 
depends on your concept of fiction and 
where you draw the line between fact and 
fiction. « So at what point do we consider 
the foetus a baby? We've got to draw the 
line somewhere. 


line 


drop sb a line slightly informal < 
to write a short letter to someone * 7f 
you've got a few minutes to spare you 
could always drop her a line. 

fall in/intoline >< 
to start to accept the rules of a company 
or other organization * (often + with) 
Employees were expected to fall into line 
with the company's new practices or face 
dismissal. 


feed sb a line informal >< 
to tell someone something which may not 
be completely true, often as an excuse 
* She fed me a line about not having 
budgeted for pay increases this year. 

a fine/thin line ^ 
if there is a fine line between one thing 
and another they are very similar 
although the second thing is bad » (often 
* between) There's a thin line between 
courage and foolishness. 
tread a fine/thin line between sth if 
someone treads a fine line between a 
good quality and a bad quality they 
succeed in having only the good quality 
* Somehow he manages to tread that fine 
line between honesty and tactlessness. 


get a line on sb/sth American 
to get special information that will help 
you find someone or do something 
* Detectives hope to get a line on the 
suspect from the fingerprints he left. 
have a line on sb/sth © She talked like 
she has a line on what it will take to win. 


in the line of duty 
if you do something in the line of duty, or 
if something happens to you in the line of 
duty, you do it or it happens as a part of 
your job He was killed in the line of duty. 

lay it on the line informal 
to tell someone the truth although it will 
upset them ¢ You're just going to have to 
lay it on the line and tell her her work’s not 
good enough. 

somewhere along the line informal x 
at some point during a period or an 
activity ù I don't know what went wrong 
with our relationship but somewhere 
along the line we stopped loving each 
other. 


lines 

step out of line ~ 
to not behave as you are ordered or 
expected to « It was made quite clear to me 
that if I stepped out of line again I'd be 
out of a job. 

toe/tow the line > 
to do what you are ordered or expected to 
do * He might not like the rules but he'll 
toe the line just to avoid trouble. 
* Ministers who refused to toe the Party 
line were swiftly got rid of 


be on the right lines Pod 
if you are on the right lines, you are 
doing something in a way that will bring 
good results » Do you think we're on the 
right lines with this project? 

read between the lines ^ 
to try to understand someone's real 
feelings or intentions from what they say 
or write « Reading between the lines, I'd 
say that Martin isn't very happy with the 
situation. 

lingua franca 

a lingua franca 
a language that is used for 
communication between people whose 
main languages are different è (often + 
of) English is the undisputed lingua 
franca of the business world. 


lion ny 

the lion's share “ 
the biggest part of something Ħ The lion's 
share of the museum's budget goes on 
special exhibitions. 

lions 

feed/throw sb to the lions 
to cause someone to be in a situation 
where they are criticized strongly or 
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treated badly and to not try to protect 
them * No one prepared me for the 
audience's hostility — I really felt I'd been 
fed to the lions. 
the lions' den 

an unpleasant situation in which a 
person or group of people criticizes you 
or your ideas e It’s your turn for the lions’ 
den. Gordon wants to see you in his office 
now, 


lip 

curl your lip literary 
to lift one side of your mouth in an 
expression which shows that you do not 
like or respect something or someone 
* Don't you curl your lip at me, young 
miss! 

give/pay lip service to sth 
tosay that you agree with and support an 
idea or plan but not do anything to help it 
to succeed « The company pays lip service 
to the notion of racial equality but you 
look around you and all you see are white 
faces. 

lips 

be on everyone's lips 
if a word or question is on everyone's 
lips, a lot of people are talking about it 
and interested in it e And the question 
that's on everyone's lips at the moment is, 
will he have to resign over the scandal? 

lick your lips 
to feel pleased and excited about 
something that is going to happen, 
usually because you think you will get 
something good from it + Meanwhile, the 
property developers are licking their lips 
at the prospect of all the money they're 
going to make. 

My lips are sealed. humorous 
something you say to let someone know 
that you will not tell anyone else what 
they have just told you *« T’d prefer you not 
to mention this to anyone else.' 'My lips are 
sealed.’ 

Read my lips! informal 
a slightly impolite way of telling 
someone to listen to what you are saying 
* Read my lips. You're not having any 
more ice-cream. 
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liquid 

liquid refreshment humorous 
a drink, usually an alcoholic drink 
e After 5 hours in front of a computer I’m 
in need of some liquid refreshment. 

a liquid lunch humorous 
if someone has a liquid lunch, they drink 
alcoholic drinks instead of eating food « I 
had a two hour liquid lunch and nearly 
fell asleep at my desk in the afternoon. 


list 

alist as long as your arm 
if you say a list is as long as your arm, 
you mean that it is very long « Anyway, 
I'd better make a start. I've got a list as 
long as my arm of jobs to do. 


litmus 


a litmus test 
something that shows clearly what 
someone’s opinions or intentions are 
Litmus is a substance used in 
chemical tests because it changes colour. 
* His views on abortion are effectively a 
litmus test of his views on women's rights. 


little 


A little bird told me (so). 
something that you say in order to let 
someone know that you are not going to 
tell them who gave you the information 
being discussed » ‘So who told you she'd 
got the job?’ ‘Oh, let's just say a little bird 
told me so.* 


a little horror humorous 
a child who behaves very badly e 7 had six 
of the little horrors running round the 
house all day. 


too little, too late 
if the help that is given to a person is 
described as too little, too late, there is 
not enough of it and it was given too late 
to be useful * The government have 
finally decided to put some money into 
research but it's too little, too late. 
twist/wrap sb around/round your little 
finger 
to be able to persuade someone to do 
anything you want, usually because they 
like you so much e He'd do anything you 


X. 


lived 


asked him to. You've got him wrapped 
around your little finger! 


live 


live and breathe sth ~ 
if you live and breathe an activity or 
subject, you spend most of your time 
doing it or thinking about it because you 
like it so much e For twenty years I've 
lived and breathed dance. It's been my 
whole life. 


live and let live 
believing that other people should be 
allowed to live their lives in the way that 
they want to * They seem as a society to 
have a very live and let live attitude 
towards issues like gay rights. 

live it up informal 
to enjoy yourself by doing things that 
involve spending a lot of money « J 
decided to live it up for a while — at least 
until the money ran out. 


alive wire 
someone who is very quick and active, 
both mentally and physically * J hadn't 
met Rory before — he's a real live wire. 

go live » 
if a new system, especially a computer 
system, goes live, it starts to operate 
* Our new payments system will go live at 
the beginning of next month. 

never live sth down 
if you say that you will never live down 
something bad or embarrassing that you 
have done, you mean people will not 
forget it « Three million people saw the 
singer fall off the edge of the stage. He'll 
never live it down. * I'll never live down 
the fact that I spilt champagne down my 
boss's trousers. 

You live and learn. British 

Live and learn. American 
something that you say when you have 
just discovered something that you did 
not know » I had no idea they were related. 
OR well, you live and learn. 


lived 


you haven't lived humorous 
if you tell someone they haven't lived if 
they have not experienced something, 


lively 


you mean that this experience is very 
pleasant or exciting and they should try 
it « You've never been to a Turkish bath? 
OR, you haven't lived! 


lively 


Look lively! British & Australian, 
informal, old-fashioned 
something you say to tell someone to 
hurry * Look lively — we've got to be there 
in half an hour! 

living 

living on borrowed time 
if someone is living on borrowed time, 
they are not expected to live much longer 
+ I’ve got cancer — I'm living on borrowed 
time. 

a living death >/ 
a life that is so full of suffering that it 
would be better to be dead e She can't 
walk, she can't feed herself and she can 
scarcely speak. It's a living death. « For 
me, marriage to someone like that would 
bea living death. 


be the living end 

1 American & Australian, old-fashioned to 
be extremely good * We were big fans of 
their band. We thought it was the living 
end in those days. 

2 American & Australian, old-fashioned to 
be very annoying * Helen is late again. 
She really is the living end! 


in/within living memory >< 
events or situations in living memory 
can be remembered by people who are 
alive now « Areas of southern Italy are 
experiencing some of the worst storms in 
living memory. (7 the worst storms that 
people can remember) + Some of these 
houses still had outside toilets within 
living memory. 

lo - 

lo and behold humorous ^ ` 
something that you say when you tell 
someone about something surprising 
that happened e J went into a bar just next 
to our hotel and, lo and behold, who 
should I see sitting there but Jim Gibson. 
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load 


Get a load of that! very informal 

1 something that you say when you are 
very surprised by something, or to show 
approval « Get a load of that! Is that not 
the most beautiful car you have ever seen? 

2 something that you say when you see 
someone who is very sexually attractive 
e Geta load of that, lads! Very nice. 

lighten sb's/the load 
to make a difficult or upsetting situation 
easier to deal with * Anyway, we'll be 
getting a temp in next month to do some of 
this work so that should lighten your load. 


shoot your load very informal 
if a man shoots his load, semen (- thick 
liquid containing a man's seed) comes 
out of his penis * Man, I was so hot, I was 
ready to shoot my load! 


loaded 


loaded for bear American, informal 
ready and eager to deal with something 
that is going to be difficult e Their team 
came out onto the field, loaded for bear, but 
our defense stopped them. 


loaf 


Use your loaf. British & Australian, old- 
fashioned 
if you tell someone to use their loaf, you 
are telling them in a slightly angry way 
that they should think more carefully 
about what they are doing € In Cockney 
rhyming slang (= an informal kind of 
language used in parts of London) ‘loaf’ 
is short for ‘loaf of bread’ which means 
head. e You haven't even switched the 
thing on. Come on, Jamie, use your loaf! 

lock 

lock, stock, and barrel 
including all or every part of something 
* He's been pressing for the organization 
to move, lock, stock, and barrel, from 
Paris to Brussels. 

under lock and key 

1 kept safely in a room or container that is 
locked » J tend to keep medicines under 
lock and key because of the kids. 

2 in prison * I think the feeling from the 
general public is that people like that 
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should be kept under lock and key for the 
rest of their lives. 


locker-room 


locker-room b d 

locker-room jokes or remarks are the 
type of rude, sexual jokes and remarks 
that men are thought to enjoy when they 
are with other men €» A locker room is a 
place where people change their clothes 
before and after playing sport. * (always 
before noun) There's the usual locker- 
room banter which I try to stay out of 


loggerheads 


gird (up) your loins humorous 

to prepare yourself mentally to do 
something difficult Æ This phrase 
comes from the Bible, where girding up 
your loins meant to tie up long, loose 
clothes so that they were more practical 
when you were working or travelling. 
* Both sides are presently girding their 
loins for the legal battles that lie ahead. 


lone mS 

alonewolf ~ 
a person who prefers to do things on their 
own * The typical role for Bogart was the 
Casablanca character, a lone wolf, cynical 
but heroic. 


long 

long on sth and short on sth 
having too much of one quality and not 
enough of another » Tve always found his 
films long on style and short on content. 

Long time no see. X 
something that you say in order to greet 
someone who you have not seen for a long 
time ¢ Hi there, Paul. Long time no see. 


long 


alongface X 
if you have a long face, you look sad 
* ‘Why’ve you got such a long face?’ ‘My 
boyfriend doesn't want to see me any more." 
a long haul 1 
something that takes a lot of time and 
energy * It’s been a long haul but we've 
finally got the house looking the way we 
want it. 
in/over the long haul American for a 
long period of time * You have to think 
how the company will perform over the 
long haul. 


a long shot X 
something that will probably not succeed 
but is worth trying ¢ It's a long shot but I 
could call Tony and see if he knows her 
address. 


the long and the short of it 
something that you say when you intend 
totell someone something in the quickest 
and simplest way possible « Anyway, the 
long and the short of it is that he's not 
going to be working for us any more. 


the long arm of the law humorous 
the police « You know what they say, you 
can't escape the long arm of the law. 

not be long for this world 
to be going to die soon * Judging by the 
look of him, he's not long for this world 
either. 


be long in the tooth humorous 
to be too old £» The older a horse is, the 
longer its teeth are. « I’d have thought she 
was a bit long in the tooth to be starring as 
the romantic heroine. 

goalongway X^ 
if you say that someone will go a long 
way you mean that they will be 
successful « ‘T like my men older — and 
richer.' 'You'll go a long way with ideas 
likethat, my girl!" 

go back a long way X 
if two people go back a long way, they 
have known each other for a long time 
e Justin and I were at college together so 
we go back a long way. 


have come a long way 
to have made a lot of progress e (often + 


long-winded 


since) We've come a long way since the 
days when you had to call an operator to 
phone another country. 

How long is a piece of string? British & 
Australian 

something that you say when someone 
asks you a question that you cannot 
answer about how big something is or 
how much time something will take Ħ ‘So 
how long does a project like that take?' 
*How long's a piece of string?" 

It's a long story. 

something that you say when someone 
has asked you about something that 
happened and you do not want to explain 
it to them because it would take too long 
* 'So why was Carlo knocking on your 
door at midnight?’ ‘It’s a long story.’ 

not by a long shot informal x 
not by a long chalk old-fashioned “ 
something that you say when you think 
something is not at all true * ‘Do you 
think it's as good as her last movie?’ ‘No, 
not by a long shot.’ « It's not over yet, not 
by a long chalk, we still have a very good 
chance of winning. 

So long. American, informal ye 

a friendly way of saying goodbye to 
someone ¢ So long - see you tomorrow. 
take a long, hard look at sth 

to examine something very carefully in 
order to improve it in the future « We need 
to take a long, hard look at the way we 
control gun ownership. « 


take the long view 

to think about the effects that something 
will have in the future instead of in the 
present ù» If you take the long view, of 
course, you can regard staff training as 
an investment for the company. 

think long and hard > 

to think very carefully about something 
before making a decision ¢ I thought long 
and hard before deciding to leave my 
husband. * (often + about) He thought long 
and hard about how to tell the children. 

to cut a long story short British & . 
Australian > 

to make a long story short American 
something that you say when you are 
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about to stop telling someone all the 
details of something that happened and 
tell them only the main facts «e Anyway, to 
cut a long story short, we left at midnight 
and James left somewhat later. 


long-winded 


long-winded 
long-winded speech or writing continues 
for too long in a way that is boring * She 
launched into a long-winded explanation 
of how she'd found the books and I'm 
afraid I didn't really listen. 


look 


Look before you leap. Mi 
something that you say in order to advise 
someone to think about possible 
problems before doing something * If 
you're thinking of buying a house, my 
advice is, look before you leap. 


look right/straight through sb y” 
to behave as if you do not see someone 
when you look at them, either because 
you do not notice them or because you 
are ignoring them * I'm sure I was at 
school with that girl, but she just looked 
straight through me. 


not be much to look at informal X 
to not be attractive e She's not much to 
look at, but she's got a lovely personality. 


looks > 


If looks could kill... X 
something that you say in order to 
describe the unpleasant or angry way 
in which someone looked at you » I'll 
never forget the expression on her face 
when she saw me with Pete. If looks could 
kill... 
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loop 


be in the loop American, informal 
to have the special knowledge or power 
that belongs to a particular group of 
people * You can tell she's in the loop. She 
always knows about policy decisions 
before the rest of us. 
opposite be out of the loop American, 
informal * I’ve been out of the loop since I 
changed jobs. I didn’t realize Wendy and 
Bob had gotten engaged. 

knock/throw sb for a loop American, 
informal 
if something that happens knocks you 
for a loop, it upsets or confuses you 
because you do not expect it « He knocked 
me for a loop when he said he was quitting 
his job. 


loose ends 
the last few details that need to be 
finished or explained in order for 
something to be complete + The job's 
nearly done. I'm just tying up one or two 
loose ends at the moment. 


a loose cannon 
a person who cannot be completely 
trusted because their behaviour is 
sometimes strange or violent * He's seen 
as a loose cannon by other team members. 
If anyone's going to get into a fight, it'll be 
Pete. 

be at a loose end British & Australian 

be at loose ends American X 
to have nothing to do « If you find yourself 
at a loose end over the weekend, you could 
always clean out the garden shed. « Sarah 
was at loose ends in a strange city when 
she first met Bob. 


be on the loose X 
if a dangerous person or animal is on the 
loose, they have escaped from prison or a 
cage and are free « A killer who preys on 
attractive women is feared to be on the 
loose in Moscow. 


cut loose 

1 if a person or organization cuts loose, 
they separate themselves from another 
person or organization © (usually + 


losing 


losses 


from) She cut loose from her sponsors and 
decided to try to fund herself instead. 

cut loose sb/sth to get rid of someone or 
something that you control or own 
* We're cutting loose only those teachers 
whose work is below standard. 

2to behave in a way that is free and 
relaxed, especially when you are 
enjoying yourself « After a few glasses of 
wine everyone just cut loose and started 
dancing. 

Hang loose! American, old-fashioned 
something that you say in order to tell 
someone to stay calm and relaxed « Hang 
loose, guys! The rest of us will be there to 
back you up. 


lord 


your lord and master humorous 
someone who you must obey because 
they have power over you « J have to go 
and cook supper for my lord and master. 


lord it over sb 
to behave as if you are better than 
someone else and have the right to tell 
them what to do * She likes to lord it over 
the more junior staff in the office. 


be ata loss y^ 
to not know what to do or say * (usually + 
to do sth) He won't accept financial help 
from me so I'm at a loss to know what to 
do. * For once I found myself completely at 
a loss for words. (- 1 did not know what 
tosay) 


losses 


cut your losses 
to stop doing something that is already 
failing in order to reduce the amount of 
time or money that is being wasted on it 
«I wasn't benefiting from the course and it 
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was costing so much that I thought I'd 
better cut my losses. 


lost 


lost in the mists of time 
if something is lost in the mists of time, 
everyone has forgotten it because it 
happened such a long time ago « The true 
significance of these symbols has become 
lost in the mists of time. 


lost in the shuffle American & Australian 
if something or someone gets lost in the 
shuffle, they do not get the attention that 
they deserve ¢ Refugee children in the big 
camps just get lost in the shuffle and are 
sometimes left without food. 


alost cause 
something or someone that has no 
chance of success » I tried to stop the kids 
dropping their clothes on the floor, but 
finally decided it was a lost cause. 


be lost for words >< 
to be unable to speak because you are so 
surprised * J was so amazed at what she'd 
said I found myself completely lost for 
words. 


Get lost! very informal 
something that you say when you are 
annoyed with someone or you want 
someone to go away * Oh, get lost! I'm not 
in the mood for your jokes. 


like a lost soul 
if someone is walking around a place like 
a lost soul, they are walking slowly 
without direction or purpose in a way 
that makes them look sad and lost * I 
found him wandering aimlessly around 
the hall like a lost soul. 

make up for lost time ~. 
to spend a lot of time doing something 
because you did not have the opportunity 
to do it previously » I didn't travel much 
asa young adult but I'm certainly making 
up for lost time now. 


lot 


leave a lot to be desired 
to be much worse than you would like 
* (never in continuous tenses) 


Apparently, Meg's cooking leaves a lot to 
be desired. 


throw in your lot with sb 

cast your lot with sb X 
to join a person or group and accept that 
whatever happens to them will also 
happen to you e He's understandably 
reluctant to throw in his lot with a 
struggling young company who might not 
exist in a year's time. 


loud-mouthed >< 
aloud-mouthed person often says rude or 
stupid things in a loud voice « So long as 
he doesn't bring along those loud-mouthed 
friends of his. 


lounge 


a lounge lizard mainly American 
aman who spends a lot of time trying to 
meet rich people, especially women, in 
bars and at social occasions * The bar 
was empty except for the lounge lizard in 
the corner, who was obviously waiting for 
someone. 


love 


love handles humorous 
alayer of extra fat around the middle of a 
person's body * You wouldn't want me to 
lose my love handles, would you? 


a love child 
a child whose parents are not married to 
each other ¢ He allegedly has a love child 
in Australia from an affair with a much 
younger woman. 


a love nest 
a home where two people who love each 
other live together, or a home where two 
people meet secretly in order to have sex 
* Apparently, they had a love nest in Soho 
where they used to meet at lunchtime. 
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the love of your life humorous 
the person that you love most in all your 
life e And there I was, watching the love of 
my life board a plane to go to the other side 
of the world. 


not for love nor/or money 7 : 
if you say that you cannot or will not do 
something for love nor money, you mean 
that it is impossible to do or that you will 
not do it whatever happens * It’s 
incredibly popular. You can’t get tickets for 
love nor money. * He's hopeless and 
unreliable. I wouldn't give him a job for 
love nor money. 

I must/l'll love you and leave you. 

humorous 

something that you say when you say 

goodbye to someone that you are leaving 

* Well, I’m sure you've got work to be doing 

so I'll love you and leave you. 


love-making * It was our conversations 
more than the lovemaking that I 
remembered after the affair was over. 
no/little love lost between sb 5< 
if there is no love lost between two 
people, they do not like each other 
* There's no love lost between those two. 
They could never work together. 


love-in X 

a love-in informal ~ N 
a situation where two or more people 
praise each other a lot, especially when 
the praise is more than they deserve 
* The awards ceremony, as usual, was a 
love-in. 


low 


low-key 
not intended to attract a lot of attention 
* She had requested that the funeral be a 
low-key affair. + The reception itself was 
surprisingly low-key. 

lowlife 54 
the behaviour and activities of people 
from a low social class, especially 


lowest 


criminal activities « She worked as a 
prostitute and experienced the harsher 
side of Parisian low life. 

alow ebb > 
a bad state * (not used with the) Respect 
for the police is at a low ebb. ¢ I'd just 
separated from my wife and was at a fairly 
low ebb. (= was feeling sad and without 
hope) > Relations between the two 
countries have reached their lowest ebb 
(7 are the worst they have been) since the 
second world war. 

the low man on the totem pole 
American 

someone who has the least important 

position in an organization « He started 

as the low man on the totem pole and 

worked his way up to be manager. 


lay sb low 
if an illness lays someone low, they are 
unable to do what they usually do for a 
period of time * (usually passive) He was 
at home at the time, laid low with the flu. 
lie low 
to remain hidden so that you will not be 
found ¢ We thought someone might have 
seen us leaving the building, so we figured 
we'd better lie low for a while. 


low-end 

low-end American, informal 
a low-end product is cheaper than, and 
not as good as the best product of its type 
* (always before noun) You can get low- 
end color printers that still do a good job. 


lowest E 

the lowest common denominator ~ 
the large number of people in society 
who will accept low-quality products and 
entertainment *« The problem with so 
much television is that it aims at the 
lowest common denominator. 

the lowest of the low >< 
people who have no moral standards and 
lack any personal qualities « He regards 
the police as the lowest of the low. Drug- 
dealers and pimps come a close second. 


luck 


luck 


the luck of the draw * 

if something is the luck of the draw, it is 
the result of chance and you have no 
control over it ÆA draw is a 
competition in which you win if the 
number on your ticket is chosen. « You 
can't choose who you play against. It's just 
the luck of the draw. 


be down on your luck ;^ 
to be suffering because a lot of bad things 
are happening to you, usually things 
which cause you to have no money * He 
plays the manager of a night-club who's 
down on his luck and resorts to gambling 
to pay his debts. 


be in luck 
to be able to have or do something, 
especially when you do not expect to 
* 'Have you got any prawn sandwiches 
left?’ 'You're in luck — this is the last one.” 
opposite be out of luck » I'm afraid 
you're out of luck — the concert is fully 
booked. 

have the luck of the devil old-fashioned 
to be very lucky * Then he won £3000 on 
the lottery — that man has the luck of the 
devil! 


Just my luck! humorous *^ 
something that you say when something 
bad happens to you * So he left five 
minutes before I got here, did he? Just my 
luck. 

more by luck than judgement X 
if you achieve something more by luck 
than judgement, you achieve it by chance 
and not because of skill « And somehow I 
managed to get the ball in the net - more 
by luck than judgement. 

No such luck! 
something that you say in order to 
express disappointment that you were 
not able to do something that you wanted 
to ù I had hoped we'd have time for lunch 
somewhere. No such luck. 

push your luck 
to try too hard to get a particular result 
and risk losing what you have achieved 
* (usually negative) Don't push your luck 
— they've agreed to pay your travel 
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expenses, I don't think it would be wise to 
ask for more money. 

try your luck `% 
to try to achieve something although you 
know that you might not succeed * She 
had always wanted to act and, in 1959, 
came to London to try her luck on the stage. 

Your luck's in! British, humorous 
something that you say in order to tell 
someone that you think another person 
would like a sexual relationship with 
them * Hey, Sal, your luck's in! He's yours 
for the asking. 

lucky 

get lucky informal * 
to meet someone who you can have sex 
with « Why don't you come along? You 
never know, you might get lucky. 

strike it lucky British, American & 
Australian 

strike lucky British & Australian 
to suddenly have some good luck « They 
struck it lucky with their second album 
which became an immediate best-seller. 


thank your lucky stars 

to feel lucky or grateful that you have 
avoided an unpleasant situation è I'm 
just thanking my lucky stars that I wasn't 
there when she was looking for someone to 
give the talk. « And you can thank your 
lucky stars (= you should be grateful to 
me) that I didn't tell him when he asked. 


You should be so lucky! informal 
something that you say in order to tell 
someone that what they want is not likely 
to happen * A pay increase? You should be 
so lucky! 

lump 

bring a lump to your throat 
if something someone says or does brings 
a lump to your throat, it makes you feel 
such strong emotions that you want to cry 
* I thought it was a very moving speech. It 
almost brought a lump to my throat. 

lumps 

take your lumps American 
to receive and accept criticism or 
punishment for something you have done 
* Joe blames nobody but himself for his 
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problems. He takes his lumps and doesn't 
complain. 


lunch 


be out to lunch informal 
to be behaving in a very strange or silly 
way * And yet the conversation we had 
with him this morning suggests that he's 
not entirely out to lunch. 


lurch 


leave sb in the lurch X 
to leave someone at a time when they 
need you to stay and help them * J hope 
they can find someone to replace me at 


lyrical 


work. I don’t want to leave them in the 
lurch. 


lying " 

not take sth lying down ^ 
to refuse to be treated badly by someone 
* He can't just order you about like that. 
Surely you're not going to take that lying 
down! 

lyrical 

wax lyrical 
to talk about something with a lot of 
interest and excitement « I recall Roz 
waxing lyrical about the flatness of his 
stomach. 


mad 


mad 


be as mad as a hatter >» 
to be crazy © A long time ago, people 
who made hats used a substance that 
gave them an illness which made people 
think they were crazy. « Her brother's as 
mad as a hatter: 


be as mad as a hornet American 
to be very angry © A hornet is a large 
insect which stings people. « He was as 
mad as a hornet when he heard what she 
said about him. 


be as mad as a March hare old-fashioned 
to be crazy Ħ This woman was dancing in 
the road and singing very loudly — I 
thought she was mad as a March hare. 


Don't get mad, get even. 

something that you say in order to tell 
someone not to be angry when someone 
has upset them, but to do something that 
will upset them as much « This is my 
advice to wives whose husbands have left 
them for a younger woman — don't get 
mad, get even! 


like mad informal 
if something hurts like mad it hurts very 
much, and if you do something like mad 
you do it very quickly and with a lot of 
force « This cut stings like mad. * I braked 
like mad but couldn't stop in time and hit 
the car in front. 


made 


be made for sb/sth > 
to be exactly suitable for someone or 
something * Paul and Ann were made for 
each other. « This wallpaper was made 
for my bedroom. 
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have (got) it made 
someone who has got it made is certain to 
be successful and have a good life, often 
without much effort « With his father at 
the head of the firm, he's got it made. 


show (sb) what you are made of X 
to prove how strong or clever or brave 
you are * Next week's race will give her a 
chance to show what she's really made of 
see what sb is made of * Tomorrow it's 
the twelve-mile run. Then we'll see what 
you're made of 


magic 


a magic moment 
a short period of time which is very 
special, especially because something 
happens which makes you very happy 
* The young eagle was only in view for a 
few seconds, but for a bird-lover like me it 
was a magic moment. 


a magic touch x 
a special ability to do something very 
well « The film's great success will no 
doubt please the 46-year old director who 
was rumoured to have lost his magic 
touch. 


a magic wand X 

an easy way to solve a problem 5A 
magic wand is a stick that a person who 
performs magic tricks waves to make 
things happen. * (usually negative) 
Artiside has warned that he has no magic 
wand to provide food and work overnight. 
¢ I wish I could just wave a magic wand 
and make all your troubles go away, but I 
can't. 


What's the magic word? British & 
Australian 
something that you say to a child in order 
to make them say ‘please’ or ‘thank you’ 
* ‘Can I have a chocolate, mummy?’ 
"What's the magic word?’ ‘Please.’ 


work your/its magic ~ 
to make a situation improve a lot or to 
make someone feel happy * He was a 
great football player who is now working 
his magic as manager of Barnet Football 
Club. * The city never failed to work its 
magic on me. 
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work like magic >< 
if something works like magic, it is very 
effective and successful « That new stain 
remover worked like magic. 

main 

the main drag American & Australian, 
informal 
the biggest and most important road in a 
town * We walked up and down the town's 
main drag looking for a post office. 

be sb's main squeeze American, informal 
to be the person that someone has a 
romantic or sexual relationship with 
* Didn't you know? Jennifer is Bob's main 
squeeze. 

inthe main >< 
mostly, usually « Bystanders, middle-aged 
women in the main, protested loudly. * In 
the main, our students reach exam level 
after a year. 

make 

make a [day/night/weekend etc.] of it 
to spend a whole day, night, weekend, etc. 
somewhere, instead of only a short time, 
so that you can enjoy it more * We decided 
to go on to a club after the show and really 
make a night of it. : 

make as if to do sth X 
to make a movement which makes people 
think you are going to do a particular 
thing ¢ She made as if to reach for the gun. 

make do 
to manage to live without things you 
would like to have or with things of a 
worse quality than you would like 
* (often + with) When we got married we 
didn't have any cupboards. We had to 
make do with wooden boxes. « They didn't 
have much money, but they made do. 


make do and mend British, old-fashioned 
to manage with less than you would like, 
by repairing old things instead of buying 
new ones e Our family never had any new 
furniture. We just had to make do and 
mend. 


make it with sb American, informal 


maker 


2 to be successful, especially in a job « Now 
he's got his own TV show he feels as 
though he’s really made it. e (sometimes + 
as) She hasn't got a hope of making it as a 
dancer. 

3 to stay alive « She was losing so much 
blood, I really thought she wasn't going to 
make it. 


to have sex with someone e So what 
happened after the party? Did she make it 
with him? 


make or break sth X 
to make something a success or a failure 
* TV will either make or break courtroom 
justice in this country. 
be make or break for sb/sth * The 
Milan show will be make or break for his 
new designs. 
make-or-break » (always before noun) 
Its make-or-break time for Britain's 
tennis players. 


be on the make informal >< 
if a person is on the make, they are trying 
to get money or power in a way which is 
not pleasant or honest ¢ J wouldn't trust 
him — he's always on the make. 


Do you want to make something of it? 
something that you say to someone who 
disagrees with you in order to threaten 
them and offer to fight them e ‘That’s my 
beer you're drinking.’ ‘Do you want to 
make something of it?’ 


put the make on sb American, very 
informal 
to try to have sex with someone * Was 
that idiot at the party trying to put the 
make on you? 


maker 


meet your maker humorous 
to die è I’m afraid Zoe's rabbit is no more. 
He's gone to meet his maker. 


making 


making 

be a [athlete/star/writer etc.] in the 
making 
if someone is an athlete, star, writer, etc. 
in the making, they are likely to develop 
into that thing ° This young swimmer is 
an athlete in the making. 


be a [crisis/disaster etc.] in the making ° 


if something is a crisis, disaster, etc. in 
the making, it is likely to develop into 
that thing « What we're witnessing here is 
a disaster in the making. 

be of your own making 
if an unpleasant situation is of your own 
making, you have caused it e The 
problems she has with that child are all of 
her own making. 

be the making of sb 
if you say that an event or experience 
was the making of someone, you mean 
that it made them develop good qualities 
* (never in present tenses) A spell in the 
army will be the making of him! 
* University was the making of her, 
because she was able to escape the 
influence of her family at last. 

makings 

have (all) the makings of sth 
to seem likely to develop into something 
* The story has all the makings of a first- 
class scandal. « She has the makings of a 
great violinist. 

malice 

with malice aforethought humorous 
if you say that someone did something 
bad with malice aforethought, you mean 
that they intended to do it and it was not 
an accident £» This is a legal phrase, but 
it is used humorously in general 
language. « She has certainly got me in 
trouble with my boss, but I'm not sure 
whether she did it with malice 
aforethought. 


Many phrases containing the word 
‘man’ can also be used with the word 


‘woman’. Those listed here are not 
usually used with ‘woman’ except in a 
humorous way. 
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man and boy old-fashioned 
all a man’s life * I’ve worked down this 
coal mine man and boy. 

Man cannot live by bread alone. 
something that you say which means 
people need things such as art, music and 
poetry as well as food, in order to live a 
happy life 45 This phrase comes from 
the Bible. e Our cultural heritage is 
important. Man cannot live by bread 
alone. 

a man for all seasons slightly formal 
a man who is very successful in many 
different types of activity €> This is the 
title of a play about Sir Thomas More. 
* He's chairman of a large chemicals 
company as well as a successful painter — 
really a man for all seasons. 

a man of God formal 
a male priest, or a very religious man e 7 
don't expect to hear that kind of language 
from a man of God. 

a man of letters formal 
a man, usually a writer, who knows a lot 
about literature * A distinguished 
statesman and man of letters, he was born 
just before the turn of the century. 

a man of many parts 
a man who is able to do many different 
things * George is a man of many parts — 
ruthless businessman, loving father, and 
accomplished sportsman, to name a few. 

a man of straw British, American & 
Australian 

a straw man American 
a person or an idea that is weak and easy 
to defeat « Compared to their illustrious 
predecessors, the country's leaders seem to 
be men of straw. 

aman of the cloth formal 
a priest e Are you a man of the cloth? 

the man of the moment 
a man who is popular or famous now 
because he has just done something 
interesting or important * Mansell is the 
man of the moment after two marvellous 
victories in five days on the race track. 

Are you a man or a mouse? 
something that you say in order to 
encourage someone to be brave when 


they are frightened to do something 
* Just tell your boss that you think she's 
making the wrong decision: what are you, 
a man or a mouse? 


be man enough to do sth pt 
to be brave enough to do something * He 
was man enough to admit he had made a 
mistake. 


be no good/use to man or beast 
humorous 
to not be useful at all « This bike has got 
two flat tyres — it's no use to man or beast. 


go to see a man about a dog humorous 
if you tell someone you are going to see a 
man about a dog, it is a way of saying that 
you do not want to tell them where you 
are really going, especially when you are 
going to the toilet *« J won't be long. I’m 
just going to see a man about a dog. 


It's every man for himself. 
something that you say which means that 
everyone in a particular situation is 
trying to do what is best for themselves 
and no one is trying to help anyone else 
* It might be a civilized place to shop at 
other times but come the January sales, 
it's every man for himself. 

make a man (out) of sb 
to make a young man without much 
experience develop into a confident and 
experienced adult e The army will make a 
man out of you. 

man's best friend x 
a dog * A study of man's best friend shows 
that the relationship between humans and 
dogs started 100,000 years ago. 

A man's got to do what a man's got to 
do. humorous 
something men say when they are going 
to do something which may be 
unpleasant or which they are pretending 
will be unpleasant as a joke Æ From a 
similar line in John Steinbeck's book, 
Grapes of Wrath and often used in films. 
e I hate catching spiders. Still, a man's got 
to do what a man's got to do. 

a man's man 
a man who likes to have other men as 
friends and who enjoys activities which 
men typically enjoy * Terry's what you'd 
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call a man's man. I don't expect you'd find 
him at the ballet too many nights a week. 


to a man slightly formal >< 
if a group of people do something to a 
man, they all do it e They supported him 
toa man. : 


man-about-town 


a man-about-town 
a rich man who usually does not work 
and enjoys a lot of social activities « He's 
a millionaire businessman and man- 
about-town who is seen in all the best 
places. 


man-eater 


a man-eater informal 
a woman who attracts men very easily 
and has many relationships Ħ She had a 
reputation as a man-eater. 


manna from heaven 

something that you need which you get 
when you are not expecting to get it © In 
the Bible, manna was a type of bread 
which God gave to the Israelites when 
they needed food. © I had been 
unemployed for two years, so when 
somebody phoned me up and offered me a 
permanent job it was like manna from 
heaven. 


manner 


(as) to the manner born slightly formal 

if you behave to the manner born, you 
behave confidently as if a particular 
situation is usual and familiar for you 
* Although he never lost his lower-class 
accent, he lived the life of a rich and 
successful businessman as to the manner 
born. 


man-to-man 


man-to-man 
a man-to-man talk is when men talk 
honestly about subjects which may be 
difficult or embarrassing » (always 
before noun) When I found a packet of 
condoms in Jamie's bedroom, I decided it 
was time for a man-to-man chat. 
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map 

put swh/sth/sb on the map ~ 
to make a place, thing, or person famous 
* The Alaska-Yukon-Pacific Exposition of 


been in the job a month when he got his 
marching orders. 


1909 put Seattle on the map. «If Newcastle a mare's nest 


United win the championship it will really 
put them back on the map as far as 
European football is concerned. 


a very confused situation * The law on 
restrictive trade is a mare's nest that 
scarcely anyone can comprehend. 


[blow/bomb/wipe etc.] sth/swh off the v margins 


map 
to destroy something completely, 
especially with bombs * At least eight 
Spanish warships were blown off the map. 


marbles 


lose your marbles informal 
to start acting in a strange way and 
forgetting things e I may be old, but I 
haven't lost my mar bles yet. 
opposite have all your marbles informal 


on the margins of sth 


if someone is on the margins of a group 
of people, they are part of the group, 
but are different in important ways 
* Homeless people are on the margins of 
our society. « The fact that they held their 
exhibition in a corridor reflects their 
position on the margins of the London art 
scene. 


* He's pretty old but he still has all his viper 
marbles, if that’s what you mean. (Go) tell it/that to the marines. 
ick up your marbles (and go a anh 
P H eve VÀ maion 9 something that you say in order to tell 


to suddenly leave an activity you have 
been involved in with other people, 
because you do not like what is 
happening ¢ If you don't like the way we 
do things around here, well, you can pick 


someone that you do not believe what 
they have just said £» A marine is a 
soldier who works on a ship. Marines 
were thought to be less likely to believe 
things that people told them because they 
had travelled the world and knew a lot. 


p oii e" pai j * You were here all day? Sure, you were - 
march tell it to the marines. 
Toma RET n 
a erous or unpleasant politi 
idea is on the march, it is becoming more be close to the mark . 
be near the mark 


popular e Fascism is on the march again 
in Europe. 
steal a march on sb/sth 

to spoil someone's plans and get an 
advantage over them by doing something 
sooner or better than them * The 
company plans to steal a march on its 
competitors by offering the same computer 
ata lower price. 


marching 
give sb their marching orders 


if something someone says or writes is 
close to the mark, it is correct or nearly 
correct « He says he can't find a job, but I 
think it would be closer to the mark to say 
he doesn't want to work. 


be off the mark ~^ 


if something someone says or writes is 
off the mark, it is not correct *« His 
criticisms are way off the mark. « Bedini 
and Curzi were probably not far off the 
mark in their analysis. 


to tell someone to leave « Debbie's finally be quick off the mark X 


given her husband his marching orders 
after ten years of an unhappy marriage. 
get your marching orders ° He'd only 


to be quick to act or to react to an event or 
situation « The police were quick off the 
mark reaching the scene of the accident. 
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be first/quickest off the mark * Do you 
know which company was first off the 
mark to sell computers for home use? 

be slow off the mark ^ 
to be slow to act or to react to an event or 
situation « The federal government was 
criticized for being slow off the mark in 
helping towns hit by the recent hurricane. 

be up to the mark .^ 
to be good enough * J have to watch my 
staff all the time to keep them up to the 
mark. * (often negative) The efforts of the 
security services have not been quite up to 
the mark. 

get off the mark British & Australian 
to score for the first time in a sports 
competition « Liverpool got off the mark 
with a blinding goal. 

hit the sth mark 
to reach a certain point or level e Did the 
temperature really hit the -32 degrees 
centigrade mark last winter? « His debts 
have hit the $3 million mark. 

hit the mark >< 
to be correct, suitable, or successful e Jf 
you're looking for a word to describe Dave, 
‘urbane’ would probably hit the mark. 
* She had a good voice, but her songs never 
quite hit the mark. 

leave your/its mark on sb/sth 
to have an effect that changes someone or 
something Ħ Her unhappy childhood left 
its mark on her all through her life. 

make your/a mark 
to make people notice you or to have an 
important effect on something 
* (sometimes + as) Mr Sorrell first made 
his mark as finance director at Wimpole 
and Soames. * (often + on) Richards made 
a tremendous mark on Australian cricket 
during 1985. 

overstep the mark 
to upset someone by doing or saying 
more than you should ¢ You overstepped 
the mark when you shouted at your 
mother. 


marked 


a marked man 
someone who is being watched by 
someone who wants to harm or kill them 


martyr 


* He is still free to travel the world, but he 
knows he is a marked man. 


market 


be in the market forsth > 
to be interested in buying something and 
to have the money to be able to do so « As 
lovely as it is, we're really not in the 
market for a five-bedroomed house. 

a cattle market British, American & 
Australian, informal 

a meat market American & Australian, 
informal 
a place where people go to see sexually 
attractive women or to find sexual 
partners * Beauty contests are just cattle 
markets. « That new nightclub called The 
Venue is awful — it's a real meat market. 

corner the market >~ 
to become so successful at selling or 
making a particular product that almost 
no one else sells or makes it « They've 
more or less cornered the fast-food market 
-they're in every big city in the country. 


marrow 


be chilled/frozen to the marrow British 
& Australian 
to be extremely cold Æ Marrow is the 
soft material in the middle of your bones. 
* After an hour on the mountain, we were 
chilled to the marrow. 


marrying 

not be the marrying kind humorous 
if a man is not the marrying kind, he 
does not want to be married ££» People 
sometimes use this phrase to mean that 
the man is homosexual (- sexually 
attracted to other men). * George has had 
several girlfriends, but he's not the 
marrying kind. 


martyr 


A martyr is a person who suffers for or 
dies for something they believe in. 


make a martyr of sb X 
to treat someone badly with the result 
that other people feel sympathy for them 
* The government knows that if they stop 
him standing in the elections they will 


mask 


make a martyr of him from the point of 

view of the international community. 
make a martyr of yourself > 

to do things which are difficult or 

unpleasant for you, often when it is not 

necessary * She's made a real martyr of 


herself wearing herself out doing 
everything for her family. 

mask 

sb’s mask slips 
if someone’s mask slips, they do 


something which shows people their real 
personality, when they have been 
pretending to be a different, usually 
nicer, type of person Æ A mask is 
something that covers your face to hide 
it. « His mask had suddenly slipped, and 
she saw him as the angry and cruel man 
that he really was. 


match 3 

be no match for sth/sb 7^ 
to be less powerful or effective than 
something or someone else » Health 
warnings are no match for the addictive 
power of cigarettes. 

meet your match 
to meet someone who is able to defeat you 
in an argument or a competition « The 
world chess champion finally met his 
match when he was beaten by a computer. 

a shouting match British, American & 
Australian 

a slanging match British & Australian 
an argument where people shout at each 
other » If your child says something rude 
or unpleasant to you, don't get into a 
shouting match with them, just leave 
the room. + The debate turned into a 
slanging match. 


matter zy 

a matter of life and/or death 
a serious situation where people could 
die * (not used with the) The results of the 
peace negotiations could be a matter of life 
or death for people in the war zone. 

the matter in hand British, American & 
Australian, formal 

the matter at hand American, formal 
the subject or situation that is being 
thought about or talked about « Do these 
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figures have anything to do with the 
matter in hand? 


as a matter of course ~ 
if something happens as a matter of 
course, it happens without people 
thinking about whether they want it or 
not » I don't think the Welsh language 
should be taught in schools as a matter of 
course — if students want to learn it, that's 
their choice. NE 

be a matter of opinion is 

1 if something is a matter of opinion, 
different people have different opinions 
about it * 7 don't think there is a perfect 
way to teach a child to read — it’s a matter 
of opinion, really. 

2 if you say that something someone has 
just said is a matter of opinion, you mean 
that you do not agree « ‘She’s a wonderful 
mother.’ ‘That’s a matter of opinion.’ 

bea matter of record >< 
if afact is a matter of record, you know it 
is true because it has been written down 
* His views on immigration are a matter of 
record. 

be only a matter of time .—. 
if you say that it is only a matter of time 
before something happens, you mean 
that you are sure it is going to happen, 
although you do not know when 
* (usually + before) It is only a matter of 
time before he is forced to resign. * I know 
she will be a great novelist. It is only a 
matter of time. 


matters 

take matters into your own hands 
to deal with a problem yourself because 
the people who should have dealt with it 
have failed to do so * The police haven't 
done anything about the vandalism, so 
local residents have taken matters into 
their own hands. 


max 

to the max American, informal ~~ 
as much as possible « We're stretched to 
the max — we can't possibly take on any 
more work. © A lot of these guys push their 
bodies to the max, spending three or more 
hours a day in the gym. 
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may s 

be that as it may slightly formal 7% 
something that you say which means that 
you accept that a piece of information is 
true but it does not change your opinion 
of the subject that you are discussing * I 
take your point that it's a tough job. Be 
that as it may, he knew that when he took it 
on. 


mea culpa 
mea culpa humorous 
something that you say in order to admit 
that something is your fault « ‘Tim, do 
you know why the back door was unlocked 
when I came home?’ ‘Mea culpa. I'm sorry 
- it won't happen again.’ 
meal 
a meal ticket 
someone or something that you use as a 
way of getting regular amounts of 
money for the rest of your life e Gone are 
the days when a university degree was a 
meal ticket for life. 


mealy-mouthed 


mealy-mouthed 
not brave enough to say what you mean 
directly and honestly • Strangely enough, 
although we are getting more mealy- 
mouthed about mental and physical 
disabilities, we are increasingly frank 
about bodily functions. 

meaning 


not know the meaning of the word 

if you are talking about a quality or an 
activity and you say that someone does 
not know the meaning of the word, you 
mean they do not have that quality or 
they have no experience of that activity 
* Work? He doesn't know the meaning of 
the word! « And the irony of Phil talking 
about ethics. He doesn't know the meaning 
of the word. 


means 

ameanstoanend ^ 
something that you are not interested in 
but that you do because it will help you to 
achieve something else * (not used with 
the) Mike doesn't have any professional 
ambitions. For him, work is just a means 
toan end. 


a man/woman of means X 
someone who has a lot of money » I could 
tell from her address that she was a 
woman of means. 


have the measure of sb/sth slightly 

formal 

to understand what someone or 
something is like and to know how to deal 
with them ¢ What was clear was that the 
president no longer had the measure of his 
country's problems. * I don't think she’s 
under any illusions about her husband — 
she's got the measure of him. 

get/take the measure of sb/sth *« We got 
the measure of the opposition in the first 
half and set about beating them in the 
second. 


meat 


your meat and two veg British, 
humorous 
a man's sexual organs « J tell you what, 
his trousers were so tight you could see his 
meat and two veg! 

meat and two veg British, informal 
a traditional type of meal, often found in 
Britain, which is basic and slightly 
boring, usually a piece of meat and two 
vegetables « The food is very much meat 
and two veg — you won't find any of your 
fancy French cuisine here. 

the meat and potatoes American, 
informal 
the most important or basic parts of 
something * They stuck to the meat and 
potatoes of broadcasting — sports and 
news. 
meat-and-potatoes American, informal 
* (always before noun) The focus was on 
jobs, health care, and other meat-and- 
potatoes issues. 
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be meat and drink to sb 
if something is meat and drink to 
someone, they very much enjoy doing it 
and find it easy, although most people 


meeting of minds between the two leaders 
during the six-hour talks in Pretoria. 


melting 


would find it difficult or unpleasant * He a melting pot 


gives all these talks to terrifyingly large 
audiences but it's meat and drink to Peter. 


be the meat in the sandwich British & 
Australian 
to be in a difficult situation because you 
are the friend of two people who are 
arguing « J grew up with my parents 
continually yelling at each other so I was 
the meat in the sandwich. 


medal 


deserve a medal humorous 

if you say that someone deserves a 
medal, you mean that you admire them 
for dealing with such a difficult situation 
or person for so long * (never in 
continuous tenses; often + for) She 
deserves a medal for putting up with that 
husband of hers. 


medallion 


a medallion man British, humorous 
aman, usually an older man, who dresses 
in a way that he thinks women find 
attractive, often wearing an open shirt in 
order to show his chest and a lot of gold 
jewellery Æ A medallion is a circle of 
metal like a large coin that is worn on a 
chain around the neck. « And there he 
was, a real-live 70's medallion man, just 
stepped out of a time machine. 


a place where people of many different 
races and from many different countries 
live together « Rules of mutual tolerance 
must be agreed in an area which is a 
melting pot of such diverse cultures. 


member 
be a fully paid-up member of sth 


informal 


be a card-carrying member of sth 


informal 

to be part of a particular group « Unlike 
former leaders, he displays a degree of 
sensitivity that shows him to be a fully 
paid-up member of the human race. 


memory 
commit sth to memory 


to make yourself remember something 
* I haven't got a pen to write down your 
phone number — I'll just have to commit it 
to memory. 


No 
have a memory like an elephant ,^ 


to be very good at remembering things 
Æ Elephants are believed to have good 
memories. + '] remember where I first saw 
her — it was at Tim Fisher's party about 
ten years ago.' 'Yes, you're right — you've 
got a memory like an elephant!’ 


jog your memory 


medicine 

give sb a dose/taste of their own '.; 
medicine * 
to do the same bad thing to someone that 
they have often done to you, in order to 
show them how unpleasant it is « She's 
always turning up late for me so I thought 
I'd give her a taste of her own medicine 
and see how she likes it. 


meeting 

a meeting of minds slightly formal 
a situation in which two people find that 
they have the same ideas and opinions 
and find it easy to agree with each other 
* Government officials say there was a 


to cause you to remember something 
* Police are hoping to jog people's memory 
by showing them pictures of a car that 
was used in a robbery. 


take a stroll/trip down memory lane .^ 


to remember some of the happy things 
that you did in the past e We were just 
taking a stroll down memory lane and 
recalling the days of our youth. 


men 
the men in grey suits. 


men in business or politics who have a lot 
of power and influence although the 
public does not see them or know about 
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them ¢ As usual, it is the men in grey 
suits who will decide the future of the 
industry. 


the men in white coats humorous 
doctors who look after people who are 
mentally ill + The men in white coats will 
be coming to take me away if I stay in this 
job much longer. 


separate/sort out the men from the 

boys 

if a difficult situation or activity 
separates the men from the boys, it shows 
which people in a group are brave and 
strong and which are not *« You have to 
survive outdoors for three days and three 
nights. That should separate the men from 
the boys. 


ménage à trois 


a ménage à trois 
an arrangement in which three people 
who have a sexual relationship live 
together e They married in '73 and then 
met Russell with whom they entered into a 
brief but idyllic ménage à trois. 


be on the mend X. 
if you are on the mend, your health is 
improving after an illness ¢ He's still a bit 
tired but he's definitely on the mend. 


mental 


go mental informal ~? 
to become very angry * She’ll go mental 
when she sees what you've done to her car! 


make a mental note ` 

to make an effort to remember 
something, often something that you 
want to do later » (often + to do sth) J 
made a mental note to call my mother and 
tell her what he'd said. * (often + that) 
Last time we had dinner together I made a 
mental note that you didn't like fish. 


merchant 


a merchant of doom informal }. 
someone who is always saying that bad 
things are going to happen » With exports 
rising and unemployment falling, the 


method 


merchants of doom are having to revise 
their economic predictions. 


mercy 

be at the mercy of sth/sb ò< 
to be in a situation in which you cannot 
do anything to protect yourself from 
something or someone unpleasant « Poor 
people are increasingly at the mercy of 
money-lenders. + Of course, in a tent, 
you're at the mercy of the elements. 


throw yourself on/upon sb's mercy 
to ask someone to help you or to forgive 
you when you are in a difficult situation 
* If all else fails, I might throw myself on 
Sandra's mercy and see if she'll drive me 
there. 


a mess of sth American, informal 
a lot of something *« He picked up a mess 
of keys and handed me one. 


get the message informal A 

to understand what someone is trying to 
tell you even if they are not expressing 
themselves directly « Next time he calls, 
tell him you're busy for the next three 
months — he'll soon get the message. 
* Okay, I get the message - you want to be 
alone. 


messenger " 


shoot the messenger humorous X 

to blame or punish the person who tells 
you about something bad that has 
happened instead of the person who is 
responsible for it e And now for 
tomorrow's weather — it's going to be cold, 
wet and stormy but don't shoot the 
messenger! 


method 


there's method in sb's madness British, 
American & Australian 

there's a method to sb's madness 
American 
something that you say which means that 
although someone seems to be behaving 
strangely there is a reason for their 


mettle 


behaviour Æ This phrase comes from 
Shakespeare's play ‘Hamlet’. « When he 
picked the side I thought he must be crazy 
but, judging by their performance this 
season, there's obviously method in his 
madness. 


mettle 


Mettle is the ability and determination 
to compete or do something difficult. 


be on your mettle slightly formal 
to be determined to prove that you are 
good at something, especially in a 
difficult situation » It’s a tough interview 
— you'll have to be on your mettle. 


prove/show your mettle slightly formal 
to prove that you are good at doing 
something by succeeding in a difficult 
situation * A relative newcomer to the 
game, he’s certainly proved his mettle in 
the last two games. 


mick 


mickey-taking British & Australian, 
informal * I had to put up with a bit of 
mickey-taking from some of the blokes 
when I first told them but they've calmed 
down now. 


Mickey-Mouse 

Mickey-Mouse informal 
not important or not good compared with 
other things of the same type * (always 
before noun) We're talking about a 
respected organization here — not some 
Mickey-Mouse outfit. 


microscope 


put sth under the microscope 
to examine or think about a situation 
very carefully Æ A microscope is a piece 
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of scientific equipment that allows you to 
see small things very clearly e Because 
they're both public figures, their 
relationship has been put under the 
microscope. 


Midas 


the Midas touch 
the ability to make a lot of money 
Æ Midas was a king in Greek stories 
who had the power to turn anything he 
touched into gold. e Profits are down - has 
that 80s entrepreneur lost his Midas 
touch? 


middle 


the middle ground ` 
something that two people or groups that 
are arguing can agree about « The lawyer 
will then attempt to find the middle 
ground between the two parties. 

be caught in the middle >_ 
to be in a difficult situation because two 
people who you know well are arguing 
and both of them criticize each other to 
you * My mother and sister are always 
arguing and I find myself caught in the 
middle. 

(out) in the middle of nowhere >< 
in a place that is far away from where 
most people live » PH need a map to find 
that pub — it's out in the middle of 
nowhere, apparently. 

middle-aged 

a middle-aged spread 
the fat area around the waist that a lot of 
people get as they grow older *« A dark 


blue shirt worn outside his trousers 
concealed the middle-aged spread. 


middle-of-the-road 

middle-of-the-road 

1 not extreme politically « Neither party is 
exactly radical — they're both fairly 
middle-of-the-road. 

2 entertainment that is middle-of-the-road 
isordinary and acceptable to most people 
but it is not exciting or special in any way 
* Most of the music they play is pretty 
middle-of-the-road. 
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midnight 

burn the midnight oil 
to work very late into the night * I've got 
to get this report finished by tomorrow so I 
guess I'll be burning the midnight oil 
tonight. 


might 

(with) might and main formal 
with all your effort and strength ù» War is 
something we should be working might 
and main to avoid. 

might is right British, American & 
Australian a, 

might makes right American — 
the belief that you can do what you want 
because you are the most powerful 
person or country * To allow this 
invasion to happen will give a signal to 
every petty dictator that might is right. 

mile 

a mile a minute American & Australian 
very quickly « Mike was very excited and 
talking a mile a minute. * My heart beat 
a mile a minute waiting for his plane to 
land. 

a mile off informal x 
if you can see or recognize something a 
mile off, you notice it very easily » It's 
obvious he fancies you — you can see that a 
mile off 

by a mile 7 

by miles A 
if someone or something wins or is the 
best by a mile, they win easily or are 
much better than everyone or everything 
else + Of all the strawberry ice-creams 
we've tasted, this is the best by miles. 
* Everyone expected him to win the 
championship by a mile. 

run a mile informal 
if you say that someone would run a mile 
if they had to deal with a particular 
situation, you mean that they would do 
anything to avoid it « He flirts the whole 
time but it’s not serious — he'd run a mile if 
a woman actually made him an offer. 

stand/stick out a mile 
to be very obvious e She sticks out a mile 
with her red hair * Of course he's 
unhappy - it stands out a mile. 


millstone 


be miles away A 
to not be listening to what someone is 
saying because you are thinking about 
something else « ‘Jim, did you hear what I 
just said?’ ‘Sorry, Iwas miles away.’ 


milk 


the milk of human kindness literary 
being good and kind to other people 
Æ This phrase comes from 
Shakespeare's play ‘Macbeth’. « She's one 
of those amazing people who's just 
overflowing with the milk of human 
kindness. 


mill d 

go through the mill 
to experience a very difficult or 
unpleasant period in your life « She really 
went through the mill with that son of 
hers. 


put sb through the mill 
to ask someone a lot of difficult 
questions in order to test them * They 
really put me through the mill in my 
interview. 


look/feel (like) a million dollars British, 
American & Australian 

look/feel (like) a million bucks American 
to look or feel extremely attractive « You 
look likea million dollars in that dress! 


Thanks a million! informal 

something that you say to thank someone 
for something they have done for you 
> This phrase is often used humorously 
or angrily to mean the opposite. « Jt was a 
really good piece of advice — thanks a 
million. * So you didn't bother to call me 
and tell me you'd be late? Thanks a 
million! 


millstone 

a millstone around your neck 
a problem or responsibility that you have 
all the time which prevents you from 
doing what you want €> A millstone is a 
large stone that is very heavy. « I'd rather 
not be in debt — I don't want that millstone 
around my neck. 


mincemeat 


mincemeat 


make mincemeat of sb informal 
to defeat someone very easily « A good 
lawyer would have made mincemeat of 
them in court. 


mind 

your mind goes blank 
if you are asked a question and your 
mind goes blank, you cannot think of 
anything to say * I was so nervous during 
the interview that when I was asked about 
my experience, my mind went blank. 
your mind is a blank * J can’t even tell 
you what his name was - my mind's a 
complete blank. 


mind over matter 
the power of the mind to control and 
influence the body and the physical 
world generally « I'm sure you can talk 
yourself into believing that you're well. 
It’s a case of mind over matter. 


The mind boggles. 
something that you say which means that 


a situation or subject is very difficult to 
understand or imagine * A cloned sheep? 
The mind boggles. * (often + at) The mind 
boggles at the thought of what you could 
do with all that money. 
mind-boggling * His latest book is a 
mixture of physics, astronomy and 
philosophy -all mind-boggling stuff 

be a load/weight off your mind 
if something is a weight off your mind, 
you have been worrying about it and you 
are pleased that the problem has now 
been solved ¢ I’m so relieved I don't have 
to give a speech — it's a real load off my 
mind. 

be all in the/your mind 
if you say that a problem that is worrying 
someone is all in their mind, you mean 
that they have imagined the problem and 
that it does not really exist « His doctor 
tried to convince him that he wasn't ill and 
that it was all in the mind. 


be of like/one mind 

be of the same mind 
if two or more people are of like mind, 
they agree with each other about 
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something » (often + on) We're of like 
mind on most political issues. 


be out of your mind informal 
to be crazy * You paid three thousand 
pounds for that heap of junk! Are you out 
of your mind? 
go out of your mind informal * Did I 
just imagine all of this - am I going out of 
my mind? 

be out of your mind with [boredom/fear/ 
worryetc] >< 
to be extremely bored, frightened, 
worried etc. « He was four hours late and I 
was out of my mind with worry. 
be [bored/scared/worried etc.] out of 
your mind » [really thought he was going 
tocrash thecar and I was scared out of my 
mind. * He was the only young person at 
the party and he looked bored out of his 
mind. 


blow your mind informal 
if something blows your mind, you find it 
extremely surprising and exciting « The 
first time I heard this band, they 
completely blew my mind and I've been a 
fan ever since. 
mind-blowing informal + The special 
effects in this film are mind-blowing. 

bring sth/sb to mind 
to cause you to think of someone or 
something « Something about his face 
brings to mind an old friend of mine. 

cast your mind back 
to try to remember something * (usually 
+ to) Cast your mind back to the first time 
we met Tony. Can you remember who he 
was with? 

come/spring to mind 
if someone or something springs to 
mind, you immediately think of them 
* I'm trying to think of someone who 
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might help out with the kids. Yvette comes 
to mind. * ‘Don’t you think sex is funny, 
Marty?’ "Funny' isn't the word that 
immediately springs to mind, no.’ 


Do you mind! 
something that you say when someone 
does something that annoys you e Do you 
mind! There's a queue here and some of us 
have been waiting half an hour to get to 
this point! + Do you mind! That's my 
brother you're talking about! 


get your mind around sth 
to succeed in understanding something 
difficult or strange ¢ (usually negative) J 
still can’t get my mind around the strange 
things she said that night. 


have sth in mind 
to be thinking about something as a 
possibility « (usually used in questions) T 
thought we might eat out tonight.’ ‘Where 
did you have in mind?’ « I think that's 
probably what he had in mind. 


have your mind on sth 
to be thinking about something « It’s 
hard to work when you've got your mind 
on other things. 
your mind is on sth * 7 wasn't really 
listening - my mind was on other matters. 


have a mind like a steel trap 
to be able to think very quickly, clearly 
and intelligently * She'll be a brilliant 
lawyer -she has a mind like a steel trap. 


have a mind of its own humorous 
if a machine or vehicle has a mind of its 
own, it does not work or move the way 
you want it to, as if it is controlling itself 
* This computer's got a mind of its own — it 
just won't do what I ask it to. 


in your mind'seye >< 
in your imagination or memory * In my 


completely lost your mind? 


mind 


mind's eye, she is still the little girl she was 
the last time I saw her. 


lose your mind 
to become crazy * Taking a child on a 
motorbike without a helmet! Have you 


on sb's mind 
if something is on someone's mind, they 
are thinking about it a lot or worrying 
about it * Something's worrying you, isn't 
it? What'son your mind? « I wanted to talk 
about men but Helen obviously had other 
things on her mind. * I'm sorry if I've 
been a bit irritable recently but I've got a 
lot on my mind (= I'm worrying a lot) at 
the moment. 


prey on sb's mind 
if something preys on someone's mind, 
they worry about it for a long time * J lost 
my temper with her the other day and it's 
been preying on my mind ever since. 


put sb in mind of sb/sth old-fashioned 
to cause someone to think of someone or 
something, usually because of a 
similarity « Something about the way he 
spoke put me in mind of Ben. 

put your mind to it >< 
to put all your attention and efforts into 
doing something ¢ If you put your mind to 
it, you could have the job finished in an 
afternoon. 


read sb's mind humorous 
to know what someone is thinking 
without being told + ‘How about a drink, 
then?' 'You read my mind, Kev.' 


mine 


mind-reader * If something’s bothering 
you, then tell me. I’m not a mind-reader, 
you know! » 

slip your mind ~~ 
if something slips your mind, you forget 
about it e J meant to tell her Nigel had 
phoned, but it completely slipped my mind. 

speak your mind 
to be honest to people about your 
opinions * She's not afraid to speak her 
mind, even if it upsets people. 

sticks in the/your mind 
if something sticks in the mind, you 
remember it easily, often because it was 
exciting or strange ù Of all the things that 
we did in Crete, that boat trip really sticks 
in my mind. * She had one of those faces 
that sticks in the mind. 

take sb's mind off sth/sb 
if an activity takes someone's mind off 
their problems, it stops them from 
thinking about them * That's the good 
thing about helping other people — it takes 
your mind off your own problems. 

tomy mind X 
in my opinion * He's got red walls and a 
&reen carpet which, to my mind, looks all 
wrong. 

mine 

a mine of information 
a person or a book with a lot of 
information * (often + about) He's a mine 
of information about the cinema. 

mint 

be in mint condition X 
if something is in mint condition, it 
looks as if it is new 4 The mint is a 
place where new coins are made. 
* There's an ad here for a 1974 Volkswagen 
Beetle. It's dark blue and in mint 
condition, apparently. 

minting 

be minting it British & Australian, 
informal 

be minting money American & 
Australian 
to be earning a lot of money quickly « Ice 
cream sellers are minting it as the 
unseasonal heatwave continues. 
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minute 


not have a minute to call your own 
to be extremely busy * With a full-time job 
and a family to look after, I don't have a 
minute to call my own. 


miracles 


perform/work miracles 

to be extremely effective in improving a 
situation « Di's worked miracles in the 
kitchen — I've never seen it look so clean. 
* These days plastic surgeons can perform 
miracles. 

a miracle-worker * You've managed to 
fix the car! You're a miracle-worker! 


mischief 


do yourself a mischief British & 
Australian, humorous 
if you tell someone they will do 
themselves a mischief if they do 
something, you mean they will hurt 
themselves * You want to be careful 
jumping over spikes like that — you might 
do yourself a mischief! 

misery 

Misery loves company. 
something that you say which means that 
people who are feeling sad usually want 
the people they are with to also feel sad 
* On a bad day, she isn't satisfied till the 
entire family is in tears. Misery loves 
company. 

a misery guts informal 
someone who complains all the time and 
is never happy * Of course, your father; 
old misery guts, wanted to come home 
after half an hour because he was bored. 

put sb out of their misery 
to stop someone worrying, usually by 
giving them information that they have 
been waiting for « I thought I'd call her 
with the results today and put her out of 
her misery. 

put sth/sb out of their misery 
to kill an animal or person because they 
are in a lot of pain and you want to end 
their suffering * Both of its back legs were 
shattered and I figured the kindest thing 
would be to put it out of its misery with a 
bullet. 


257 


miss 

A miss is as good as a mile. 
something that you say which means that 
failing to do something when you almost 
succeeded is no better than failing very 
badly e I’ve tried to reassure him that he 
only failed by three percent but the way he 
sees it, a miss is as good as a mile. 

give sth a miss informal 
to not take part in an activity * I think I'll 
give the barbecue a miss. I'm on a diet. 


missing 

without missing a beat American 
if you do or say something without 
missing a beat, you continue confidently 
with what you are saying or doing * She 
was asked what single achievement she 
was most proud of. ‘My son,’ she replied, 
without missing a beat. 

mission 

mission accomplished 
something that you say when you have 
finished doing something that you were 
told to do © This was a military phrase 
in World War II. « Mission accomplished. 
I've got everything you asked for on the 
list. 

missionary 

the missionary position 
a sexual position in which the woman 
lies on her back with the man on top and 
facing her ¢ And for the less adventurous, 
there's always the good old missionary 
position. 

mix 

mix it American & Australian, informal 

mix it up American, informal 
to fight or argue « Don't take any notice of 
Sally. She just likes to mix it. « He was seen 
mixing it up in a brawl after the game. 

mixed 

amixed bag X 
a combination of different things or 
different types of people * The group is 
quite a mixed bag — we have members with 
all levels of experience. 

be a mixed blessing 
something that has bad effects as well as 
advantages e Beauty can be a mixed 


modesty 


blessing. It gets you a lot of attention but 
people are less likely to take you seriously. 


mo 

Hang on a mo. informal 

Half/Just a mo. informal 
something that you say when you want 
someone to wait a short time « If you 
hang on a mo, I'll just check whether 
Barbara's in her office. 


mockers 

put the mockers on sth British, informal 
to spoil something or to prevent it 
happening * Carol's parents decided to 
stay in on Saturday night, which put the 
mockers on her plans for a party. 


mockery 

make a mockery of sth 
to make something seem stupid or 
without value • The fact that he sent his 
children to private school makes a 
mockery of his socialist principles. 


model 

be a/the model of sth... 
to be an excellent example of something 
* Claudia, always the model of good taste, 
looked elegant in a black silk gown. 


moderation 


Moderation in all things. 
something that you say which means you 
should not do or have too much of 
anything ¢ The latest thinking is that 
eating a little of the food you like won't 
harm you. Moderation in all things, as 
they say. 


modesty e 

in all modesty humorous : S 
something that you say when you are 
going to talk about your own 
achievements * I have to say, in all 


Mohammed 


modesty, that we wouldn't have won the 
game if I hadn't been playing. 


Mohammed 


If Mohammed will not go to the 
mountain, the mountain must come 
to Mohammed. 
something that you say which means that 
if someone will not come to you, you have 
to go to them £» This phrase comes from 
a story about Mohammed who was asked 
to show how powerful he was by making 
a mountain come to him. * They never 
visit me now they have a family. Well, if 
Mohammed won't go to the mountain, the 
mountain must come to Mohammed. 


moment 

the moment of truth 
the time when someone has to make an 
important decision or when you can see 
if something has been successful or not 
* The moment of truth came when I had to 
decide whether to move in with Jim or get 
a flat on my own. 


moments E 
have your/its moments D 
to be sometimes very successful « This 


album’s not as good as their last one, but it 
has its moments. 


Monday 


a Monday morning quarterback 
American 
someone who says how an event or 
problem should have been dealt with, 
after other people have already dealt with 
it e It's easy to be a Monday morning 
quarterback when you see the kids’ low 
test scores, but there are no easy answers to 
improving education. 

that Monday morning feeling informal X 
if you have that Monday morning 
feeling, you are unhappy that the 
weekend has finished and you have to go 
back to work * ‘You look fed up. What's 
wrong?’ ‘Oh, it’s just that Monday 
morning feeling.’ 


money 


Money (is) no object. 
something that you say which means it 
does not matter how much something 
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costs because there is a lot of money 
available e /f money was no object, what 
sort of a house would you live in? 


Money doesn't grow on trees. 
something that you say which means you 
should be careful how much money you 
spend because there is only a limited 
amount ù ‘Dad, can I have a new bike?’ 
‘We can't afford one. Money doesn't grow 
on trees, you know." 

Money talks. ~~ 
something that you say which means 
people who are rich have a lot of power 
and influence » ‘He can't act so how did he 
get the part in the first place?' 'His father's 
a millionaire. Money talks." 

be (right) on the money American & 
Australian, informal œ 
if something someone says or does is on 
the money, it is correct « When you said 
he'd do the job well, you were right on the 
money. 

be in the money X 
to suddenly have a lot of money, 
especially when you did not expect it « If 
Ican get a commission for a royal portrait, 
I'll be in the money. 

be money for old rope British, informal 

be money for jam British, informal 
if a job is money for old rope, it is an easy 
way of earning money » Babysitting is 
money for old rope if the children go to 
sleep early. « Most people think being a 
professional footballer is money for jam. 

for my money > 
in my opinion * For my money, the 
northwest of Scotland is the most 
beautiful part of Britain. 

have money to burn aS 
to have a lot of money and spend large 
amounts on things that are not necessary 
* Christine’s new boyfriend seems to have 
money to burn. He's always buying her 
extravagant gifts. 
with money to burn * The only people 
who can afford to stay at this hotel are rich 
people with money to burn. 

I'm not made of money! 
something that you say in order to tell 
someone who asks you for money that 
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you do not have very much * No, I can't 
lend you twenty pounds. I'm not made of 
money, you know. 
put your money on sb/sth Pas - 
to believe that someone wil do 
something or something will happen 
* ‘Who do you reckon will get the job, 
then?’ 'I'd put my money on Val.’ * I'd put 
my money on Zola leaving Chelsea within 
the next two years. 


put your money where your mouth is 
to support something that you believe in, 
especially by giving money » Jf people are 
really interested in helping the homeless 
they should put their money where their 
mouth is. 


spend money like water 
of someone spends money like water, 
they spend too much * Carol spends 
money like water — no wonder she's always 
broke. 


throw (your) money around ^ 
to often spend money on things that are 
not necessary * I'm not surprised she 
hasn't got any savings. I've never seen 
anyone throw money around like Polly. 


throw money atsth > 
to try to solve a problem by spending a lot 
of money on it, instead of trying to solve 
it by other methods * It’s no good just 
throwing money at the problem. We need 
to change the way the prison system is run. 


You pays your money (and you takes 

your chances). informal 

something that you say which means if 
you do something that involves risk you 
must accept that you cannot control the 
result + The hotels are supposed to have 
star ratings, but in fact it's a case of you 
pays your money and you takes your 
chances. 


You pays your money (and you takes 

your choice). informal 

something that you say which means 
each person has to make their own 
decisions in a situation, because no 
decision is more correct than any other 
* You can go by motorway, which is 
quicker or take the coast road, which is 


monopoly 


prettier. You pays your money and you 
takes your choice. 


money-spinner 

a money-spinner British & Australian 
a business or product that makes a lot of 
money for someone * Cookery books are 
becoming a real money-spinner for the 
publishing industry. 


monkey 


monkey business slightly informal * 
silly behaviour or dishonest behaviour 
* So what kind of monkey business have 
you kids been up to while I was out? « The 
tax inspectors discovered that there had 
been some monkey business with the 
accounts. 


a monkey on sb's back American & 
Australian 
a serious problem that will not go away 
* The divorce proceedings are a monkey on 
her back. 

not give a monkey's British & Australian, 
very informal 
if you do not give a monkey's about 
something, you do not care about it at all 
* She couldn't give a monkey's if 
everyone's talking about her. * (often + 
question word) I don't give a monkey's 
how much he earns, I just don't like him. 

I'll be a monkey's uncle! old-fashioned 
something that you say when you are 
very surprised « Well, I'll be a monkey's 
uncle. I never thought Bill would remarry. 

make a monkey (out) of sb old-fashioned 
to make someone seem stupid * That's 
enough of your silly tricks. Nobody makes 
a monkey out of me! 


monopoly 

monopoly money 
money that seems to have little or no 
value Æ Monopoly is the trademark for 
a game in which you buy property with 
pretend money * Win or lose this contract, 
it's all monopoly money to him. 

not have a monopoly on sth 
if someone does not have a monopoly on 
something, they are not the only person 
who has that thing * You don't have a 


month 
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x 
monopoly on suffering, you know. Other That's more like it. informal m d 


people have problems too. 


month 


not in a month of Sundays 
if you say that something will not happen 
in a month of Sundays, you mean that it 
is not likely to happen » He'll never run 
the marathon, not in a month of Sundays. 


moon 


ask/cry for the moon 
to want something that is not possible 
* (usually in continuous tenses) There's 
no point hoping for a permanent peace in 
the area. It's like asking for the moon. 


V 


P c: 
moonlight 
not be all moonlight and roses — — 
if a situation is not all moonlight and 
roses, it is not always pleasant 
* Marriage isn't all moonlight and roses. 
Itcan be hard work keeping a relationship 
together. 
do a moonlight flit British, informal 
to leave somewhere secretly at night, 
usually to avoid paying money that you 
owe ¢ We could always do a moonlight flit 
~ that way we wouldn't have to explain 
about the money. 


moons 


many moons ago old-fashioned 
a long time ago » J only have the faintest 
memory of that time. It all happened 
many moons ago. 


more 

The more the merrier. 
something that you say which means you 
are happy for other people to join your 
group in an activity e ‘Do you mind if 
Ann comes to the cinema with us?' 'Not at 
all. The more the merrier? 

bite off more than you can chew 
informal 
to try to do more than you are able to do 
* Don't bite off more than you can chew. 
Let someone else organize the party. 


something that you say when someone 
improves an offer or an attempt * T can 
raise my offer to $500.’ "That's more like it." 
morning 
the morning after (the night before) 
informal >< 
the morning after a party, when you feel 
ill because you were drunk * Frank’s got 
a bad case of the morning after: 


morning, noon, and night 
if you do something morning, noon, and 
night, you do it most of the time e They've 
been working morning, noon, and night to 
finish the decorating before the baby’s 
born. 


mortal 


shuffle off this mortal coil humorous 
to die €> This phrase comes from the 
play Hamlet by William Shakespeare. » I 
really want to see the Coliseum before I 
shuffle off this mortal coil. 


most 


i mother 


Mother Nature 
the force that controls the natural world 
* Look at those trees blown down in the 
storm. Just shows you what Mother 
Nature can do when she gets angry. 

a mother lode of sth American 
a large collection of a particular type of 
thing ¢ His collection of letters and papers 
is a mother lode of information for writers 
and journalists. 

the mother of all sth informal > 
an extreme example of something 
* Mike's suffering from the mother of all 
hangovers after the party last night. 

at your mother's knee 
if you learned to do something at your 
mother's knee, you learned it when you 
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were a young child e J learned to sew at 
my mother's knee. 

Shall | be mother? British & Australian, 
humorous 
something that you say in order to ask 
whether you should serve food or drink 
to someone » Here comes the tea. Shall I be 
mother? 


moths 

like moths to a flame literary A_ 
if people gather round someone like 
moths to a flame, they try to be near 
someone who seems very attractive or 
very interesting Æ Moths are small 
flying insects that are attracted to bright 
light. « I never understood why people 
flocked around him like moths to a flame. 


motion 

put/set sth in motion x 
if you set something in motion, you start 
it happening * The government have set in 
motion plans to reform the justice system. 


motions z 

go through the motions ^... 
to do something because you are 
expected to do it and not because you 
want to * (often in continuous tenses) 
These days when we go out, cook a meal 
together or even make love, I get the feeling 
that he's just going through the motions. 


mot juste 

the mot juste formal * 
the word or phrase that exactly describes 
what you want to say * I’m searching for 
the mot juste to describe him. Unusual, I 
think, is the best way of saying it. 


mould 


Mold is the American spelling of 
mould. 


be cast in the same mould « 
if two people are cast in the same mould, 
they have the same type of character 
* Jack is cast in the same mould as his 
father — intelligent, kind, but stubborn. 
opposite be cast in a different mould 
* She's cast in a very different mold from 


mouth 


her sister. You'd never know they were 
from the same family. 


break the mould >< 

to do something differently, after it has 
been done in the same way for a long time 
e She broke the mould by insisting on 
becoming a doctor instead of a nurse. 
* (often + of) A new TV show is about to be 
launched which aims to break the mold of 
the usual daytime programs. 


They broke the mould when they made 

sb/sth. 

something that you say which means 
someone or something is very special 
and that there is not another person or 
thing like them * They broke the mold 
when they made Elvis. There's never been 
a star to match him. 


mountain 


a mountain to climb British & Australian 
something that is very difficult to do 
* After a bad start to the season, the team 
has a mountain to climb if they want to 
win the league. 


make a mountain out of a molehill 
to make a slight difficulty seem like a 
serious problem * (usually in continuous 
tenses) You're making a mountain out of 
a molehill. You wrote one bad essay - it 
doesn't mean you're going to fail your 
degree. 


mountains 


move mountains 

1if someone or someone's beliefs or 
feelings can move mountains, they can 
achieve something that is very difficult 
* If faith can move mountains, we'll win 
the Cup. 

2if you would move mountains for 
someone, they are so important to you 
that you would do anything to please 
them » He'd move mountains for her but 
she treats him like dirt. 


mouth 

a mouth to feed 
someone, especially a new-born baby for 
whom you must provide food * With three 
small children and hardly any money, the 
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last thing they needed was another 


mouths 


mouth to feed. Out of the mouths of babes (and 


be all mouth British, American & 
Australian, informal 

be all mouth and (no) trousers British, 
informal 
if someone is all mouth, they talk a lot 
about doing something but they never do 
it * She says she'll complain to the 
manager but I think she's all mouth. 
* You're all mouth and no trousers. Why 
don't you just go over there and ask her 
out? 

be down in the mouth informal 
to be sad * Jake looks a bit down in the 
mouth. Shall we try to find out what's 
wrong? 

keep your mouth shut informal ^ 
to keep something secret « You can trust 
Sarah - she knows how to keep her mouth 
shut. * (sometimes + about) Do you think 
Ishould keep my mouth shut about seeing 
Jim with another woman? 


make sb's mouth water 
if the smell or the sight of food makes 
your mouth water, it makes you want to 
eat it + The smell of fish and chips made 
my mouth water. 
mouth-watering * The restaurant had a 
selection of mouth-watering desserts. 


melt in the/your mouth 
if food melts in your mouth, it is soft and 
tastes very pleasant « This sponge cake 
just melts in your mouth. 


run off at the mouth American, informal 
to talk a lot without saying anything 
important « He's just another one of these 
politicians who run off at the mouth. 

shoot your mouth off very informal 
to talk too much, especially about 
something you should not talk about 
* (often + about) Don't go shooting your 
mouth off about how much money you're 
earning. 

Wash your mouth out! old-fashioned 
something that you say to someone who 
is younger than you when you are angry 
with them for swearing e Wash your 
mouth out, young lady. There’s no call for 
language like that! 


he moves the goalposts. 


make a move 
1 to do something in order to achieve a 


sucklings). literary 

something that you say when a small 
child says something that surprises you 
because it shows an adult’s wisdom and 
understanding of a situation « J was so 
stunned that a child of six could be so 
adult in her perceptions. Out of the 
mouths of babes... 


movable 
a movable feast 


something that happens often but at 
different times so that you are not certain 
when it will next happen * They usually 
have a party at some point in the summer 
but it’s something of a movable feast. 


move 
move the goalposts British, American & 


Australian 


move the goal American 


to change the rules in a situation in a way 
that is not fair, usually in order to make it 
more difficult for someone to achieve 
something * My boss is never satisfied. 
Whenever I think I've done what he wants, 


particular result e Who will make the first 
move towards resolving the dispute? 
* (often + to do sth) There were plenty of 
witnesses to the attack, but nobody made a 
move to stop it. 


2 toleave a place ¢ It's getting late - perhaps 


we ought to make a move. 


make a move on sb informal 


to try to start a romantic or sexual 
relationship with someone * As soon as 
Ellen left the room, her boyfriend made a 
move on me. 


movers 
the movers and shakers 


people who have a lot of power and 
influence * This play has attracted the 
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attention of the Broadway movers and 
shakers. 


moving 

the moving spirit literary 
someone who starts an important 
organization or course of action e (often 
* behind) Born in Nkroful, Ghana, he 
was the moving spirit behind the Charter 
of African States. 


Mr 

Mr Big informal 
the most important man in a group of 
people, especially a group involved in 
criminal activities « Police have arrested 
a man they believe is the Mr Big of 
Brighton's drug scene. 

Mr Right 
a man who would be the perfect husband 
for a particular woman because he has 
all the qualities that she wants e I’m sure 
she'll settle down with a nice man one day 
soon. She just hasn't found Mr Right yet. 


No more Mr Nice Guy. 
something that you say when you have 
decided to behave in a less pleasant way 
* I’m fed up with people taking advantage 
of me. From now on, it's no more Mr Nice 
Guy. 

much 

be much of a muchness informal 
to be very similar « Pop music these days 
is all much of a muchness as far as I'm 
concerned. 


not be up to much British & Australian X, 


to not be of a very high quality « It’s a 
very beautiful-looking town but the 
shopping’s not up to much. 


muck 


treat sb like muck informal 
to treat someone without respect or 
kindness * Mick treats his girlfriend like 
muck, but she's crazy about him. 

Where there's muck, there's brass. 
British 
something that you say which means you 
can make a lot of money from work that 
most people do not want to do because 
they think it is dirty or unpleasant 


multitude 


* Decorating's a messy job, but where 
there's muck, there's brass. 


muck-raking 


muck-raking informal 
the activity of trying to discover 
unpleasant information about people so 
that you can tell the public e These reports 
are nothing but muck-raking — journalists 
should not be allowed to investigate 
ministers' private business dealings. 


mud 


Mud sticks. British & Australian 
something that you say which means it is 
difficult to make people change their bad 
opinion of someone * The court cleared 
him of fraud, but mud sticks. 


Here's mud in your eye! old-fashioned 
something that you say in order to wish 
success or happiness to someone who is 
drinking with you * Well, here's mud in 
your eye! I hope you'll both be very happy 
together. 

sling/throw mud at sb 
if someone slings mud at another person, 
they try to make other people have a low 
opinion of them by saying unpleasant 
things about them * Companies should 
think carefully before slinging mud at 
someone who may respond with a libel 
action costing millions of dollars. 
mud-slinging * 7 left Hollywood because I 
was fed up with all the mud-slinging that 
goes on there, 


mug 

a mug's game British, informal 
an activity that will not make you happy 
or successful £» A mug is a person who 
is easily deceived. « Working for a big 
company is a mug's game — if you want to 
make money you need to start your own 
business. 


multitude 

cover/hide a multitude of sins humorous 
if something hides a multitude of sins, it 
prevents people from seeing or 
discovering something bad * Big sweaters 
are warm and practical and they hide a 
multitude of sins. 


mum 


mum 

Mum’s the word. informal 
something that you say which means 
something should be kept secret e J think 
I'm pregnant, but mum's the word until I 
know for sure. 


mumbo 

mumbo jumbo 
speech or writing that is nonsense or 
very complicated and cannot be 
understood » There's so much legal 
mumbo jumbo in these documents that it's 
hard to make sense of them. 


munchies 

get the munchies informal 
to feel a bit hungry * Do you ever get the 
munchies late at night and find there's 
absolutely nothing in the house you want 
to eat? 

murder 

get away with murder informal 
to be allowed to do things that other 
people would be punished or criticized 
for + Dave gets away with murder because 
he's so charming. 

I could murder sth. British, informal 
something that you say when you want a 
particular kind of food or drink very 
much * I'm starving. I could murder a 
curry. 

scream blue murder British, American & 
Australian, informal 

scream bloody murder American & 
Australian, informal 
to shout or to complain very loudly 
* Readers screamed blue murder when the 
price of their daily paper went up. 
* Someone took the child's ice cream away 
and he started screaming bloody murder. 


murmur e f 

without a murmur “ 
if you do something without a murmur, 
you do it without complaining * Louise 
was so tired that she went to bed without a 
murmur for once. 


Murphy 
Murphy's law humorous 


the way in which plans always fail and 
bad things always happen where there is 
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any possibility of them doing so * I'm a 
great believer in Murphy's law — what can 
go wrong will go wrong. 


muscle 


not move a muscle 
to stay completely still « She sat without 
moving a muscle as the nurse injected the 
anaesthetic. 


muscles 


flex your muscles 
if a person or an organization flexes 
their muscles, they take some action to 
let people know how powerful they are 
* The latest bomb scare was just the 
terrorists flexing their muscles — showing 
us they haven't gone away. 


music 

be music to sb's ears 
if something you hear is music to your 
ears, it makes you very happy e The news 
of his resignation was music to my ears. 

face the music 
to accept criticism or punishment for 
something that you have done * When the 
missing money was noticed, he chose to 
disappear rather than face the music. 


muster 

pass muster 
to be of an acceptable standard for a 
particular purpose Ħ Well, how did I do in 
the test? Do I pass muster? 


mutton 

mutton dressed (up) as lamb British, 
informal 
an offensive way of saying that a woman 
is dressed in a style that is more suitable 
for a much younger woman e. Do you 
think this skirt is too short? I don't want to 
look like mutton dressed as lamb. 


mutual 


a mutual admiration society humorous 
asituation in which two people express a 
lot of admiration for each other * ‘You 
haven't aged at all.’ ‘Neither have you and 
look how slim you are!’ ‘Hey, you two, why 
don’t you form a mutual admiration 
society!" 
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another/the final nail in the coffin > 

an event which causes the failure of 

something that had already started to fail 

* (usually + of) I think that argument was 

the final nail in the coffin of our 
friendship. 


on the nail British & Australian 

if you pay an amount of money on the 
nail, you pay all of it immediately « He 
always paid cash, on the nail. 
nail-biting 

nail-biting 

a nail-biting event or period of time 
makes you feel very nervous, usually 
because you are waiting for something 
important to happen * (always before 
noun) The teams were very evenly 
matched and played a close game right up 
to the nail-biting finish. 


Sb's name is mud informal 

if someone's name is mud, other people 
are angry with that person because of 
something they have done or said *« Well 
he'd better turn up tonight or his name 
will be mud. ^ 

younameit >< 

something that you say which means 
anything you say or choose « I’ve tried 
just about every diet there is going, you 
name it and I've done it. e What would you 
like? Gin, vodka, lager, wine? You name it, 
we've got it. 


a name to conjure with 

1a very important and famous name 
* There are some names to conjure with on 
the programme — Poland's Polanski and 
India's Satyajit Ray to name but two. 

2 an interesting or strange name e Arnold 
Spunkmeyer — now that's a name to 
conjure with! 

the name of the game 
the most important part of an activity, or 
the quality that you most need for that 
activity « You have to know the right 
people in acting. That's the name of the 
game. 


clear sb's name 
to prove that someone is not guilty of 
something e He was convicted of drug- 
smuggling four years ago and has been 
trying to clear his name ever since. 


drag sb's name through the mire/mud 
to tell people about something bad that 
someone has done so that people will 
have a bad opinion of them » Her name 
was dragged through the mud after she 
admitted offering money in return for 
votes. 


have sb's name on it informal 
if something has your name on it, it is the 
type of thingthat you like very much and 
so you have to buy, eat, or drink it e Come 
on, Paul, there's one piece of chocolate 
cake left and it's got your name on it. 


have sb's name written all over it 
informal 
if a job has someone's name written all 
over it, they have all the qualifications 
that are needed for that job « You've got to 
apply for this job. It's got your name 
written all over it. 


have/see your name in lights informal 
to be famous for your work in film, 
theatre, music etc. « She accepted the few 
badly-paid roles she was offered and 
continued to dream of seeing her name in 
lights. 

I can't put a name to her/him. 
something that you say when you cannot 
remember someone's name « J can 
picture his face exactly but I can't put a 
name to him. 
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in all but name 
if a situation exists in all but name, it 
exists although it is not officially 
described that way ° They'd been living 
together for over ten years. It was a 
marriage in all but name. 

in name only 
if something exists in name only, it is 
officially described in a particular way, 
although that description is not really 
true * Two-thirds of the population are 
Catholic, though many are so in name only. 

in the name of sth 
if bad things are done in the name of 
something, they are done in order to help 
that thing succeed « When you think 
about the atrocities that have been 
committed in the name of religion, you 
start to wonder what it's all about. 

make a name for yourself  \ . 

make your name ^ 
to become famous or respected by a lot of 
people » It was with his third novel, ‘The 
Darkest Hours', that he made a name for 
himself 

take sb's name in vain humorous 
to say someone's name when they are not 
there, usually when you are criticizing 
them * Did I hear someone taking my 
name in vain? 


names 

call sb names 
to use impolite or unpleasant words to 
describe someone ¢ I was afraid that if I 
wore glasses to school, the other kids 
would call me names. * It's a good thing he 
didn't hear me earlier — I was calling him 
all the names under the sun. (- usinga 
lotof impolite words to describe him) 
name-calling * If you think about all 
that name-calling that goes on in school 
playgrounds, kids can be very cruel. 

name names >< 
to tell people who is involved in a secret 
or illegal activity « He wouldn't name 


because you just managed to avoid 
danger or trouble » He only just got out of 
the vehicle before the whole thing blew up. 

It was a narrow escape. 


nasty 
be a nasty piece of work British & 


Australian, informal 

to be a very unpleasant person * He's a 
nasty piece of work, is Carl. I'd avoid him 
if I were you. 


native 
go native humorous 


if you say that someone living in a 
foreign country has gone native, you 
mean that they have lost some of their 
own character because they have started 
to behave like the people in that country 
* After a month in Egypt he went native, 
swapping his linen suit for a pair of wide 
trousers and a loose tunic. 


natural-born 
natural-born informal 


having the qualities and abilities which 
you need in order to be good at doing a 
particular thing * (always before noun) 
Carl was a natural-born salesman, and 
quickly expanded the company's world- 
wide sales. 


nature 
be (in) the nature of the beast 


if something unpleasant is in the nature 
of the beast, it cannot be avoided because 
it is part of the character of something 
* Relationships always involve some 
degree of dependence. It's in the nature of 
the beast. 


let nature take its course 


to allow someone or something to live or 
die naturally « By this stage, her illness 
was so severe that the doctors agreed to let 
nature take its course rather than prolong 
her suffering. + We plant the seeds in 
springtime and then just let nature take its 
course. 


names but has promised that the navel 


accusations will be fully investigated. 
narrow 


a narrow escape 
a situation in which you were lucky 


gaze at/contemplate your navel 


humorous 
to spend too much time thinking about 
yourself and your own problems 
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Æ Your navel is the small round piece of 
skin in the middle of your stomach. e J 
read his novel and thought, the man’s 
obviously spent far too long 
contemplating his own navel. 
navel-gazing * He's a man of action and 
navel-gazing has never been his style. 


near 


anear miss .^ 
a situation in which an accident or 
unpleasant situation almost happened 
and was only just avoided * 7 managed to 
brake just in time but it was a near miss. 

be near the knuckle British, informal 
if a joke or a remark is near the knuckle, 
it is about sex in a way that some people 
find offensive * Some of his jokes were a 
bit near the knuckle and, unfortunately, I 
was watching the show with my parents. 

so near and yet so far 
something that you say which means that 
you have almost achieved something but 
that what you still have to do in order to 
achieve it is very difficult or impossible 
I’ve only got the last chapter to write but 
it’s taking forever. So near, yet so 
agonisingly far. 

nearest 

your nearest and dearest humorous 
your family e When people are stressed at 
work, they tend to go home and take it out 
on their nearest and dearest. 


nearly 


nearly fall off your chair 
to be very surprised about something 
* When my mother told me she was getting 


remarried I nearly fell off my chair. 
necessary s 
a necessary evil X 


something that you do not like but which 
you know must exist or happen « He 
considers taxes a necessary evil. 


necessity 

Necessity is the mother of invention. 
something that you say which means that 
if you want to do something very much 
you will think of a way to do it « We can't 
afford expensive paper to paint on so we 


neck 


use old envelopes and newspaper. They do 
say necessity is the mother of invention. 


neck 


neck and neck 
if two people who are competing are neck 
and neck, they are very close and either 
of them could win » (often + with) Recent 
polis show the Republicans almost neck 
and neck with the Democratic Party. 


neck of the woods informal 
area of the country * I'm surprised to see 
you in this neck of the woods. What brings 
you here? + There's no scenery like this in 
your neck of the woods, is there? 

be up to your neck in sth 

1 to be very busy » Right now I'm up to my 
neck in work. 

2 tobeina difficult or unpleasant situation 
* He's paid practically nothing and he's up 
to his neck in debt. 


Y 


get it in the neck British & Australian, 
informal 
to be punished or criticized for 
something that you have done » Jt always 
seems to be the chairman of these football 
clubs who gets it in the neck when the team 
does badly. 

I'll wring your neck! informal 
something that you say when you are 
very angry with someone e I'll wring his 
neck if he does it again. * Icould wring his 
neck, I feel so annoyed with him. 

put your neck on theline . 
to do something that you know might fail 
and spoil other people's opinion of you or 
cause you to lose money » There's a lot of 
money at stake here and none of the 
directors wants to put his neck on the line. 
* Noone wants to put their neck on the line 
and predict an outcome. 

risk your neck > 
to do something very dangerous » I’m not 
going to risk my neck climbing over a 
twenty-foot wall! 


need 


save sb's neck 
to prevent something bad from 
happening to someone * You really saved 
my neck. I'd have been in so much trouble 
if you'd told him the truth. 


stick your neck out 
to give an opinion which other people 
may not like or which other people are 
frightened to give « I’m going to stick my 
neck out and predict a Republican victory. 
* He's never been afraid of sticking his 
neck out. 


need 


I don't need this! informal 
something that you say when you are 
annoyed because something is causing 
you a lot of trouble «e And the next thing 
that happens is the printer stops working 
and I'm thinking, I don't need this! 

That's all you need! 
something that you say to show your 
anger when something happens which 
will cause you problems when you 
already have other problems * A train 
strike. That's all I need! « Her son was 
arrested yesterday? Poor Brenda, that's all 
she needs at the moment! 


be like looking for a needle in a 
haystack 
to be difficult or impossible to find * 7 
don't know how you find anything in your 
desk, Polly. It's like looking for a needle in 
a haystack. 


needs 

needs must 
something that you say which means that 
you will do something only because it is 
necessary » I really don't feel like cooking 
for all these people tonight but needs must. 

Who needs it/them? informal 
something that you say which means that 
you think something causes trouble 
* Stress, who needs it? « Men, who needs 
them anyway? 


neither 


neither here nor there 
if a fact is neither here nor there, it is not 
important * Whether they go or not is 
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neither here nor there as far as I'm 
concerned. 
be neither one thing nor the other 

if you say that something is neither one 
thing nor the other, you think it is bad 
because it is a mixture of two different 
things that do not combine well together 
+ I prefer a book to be either fact or fiction — 
this one's neither one thing nor the other. 


nelly 

Not on your nelly! British & Australian, 
old-fashioned 
something that you say in order to tell 
someone that you will not do something 
* ‘Perhaps you could take Phil with you to 
the party.’ ‘Not on your nelly!" 


nerve 

hit/touch a (raw) nerve ^ 
to upset someone by talking about a 
particular subject e J think I hit a nerve 
with my comments about divorce. « She 
suddenly looked distressed and I knew I'd 
touched a raw nerve. 

strain every nerve 
to try extremely hard to do something ¢ J 
was straining every nerve to catch what 
they were saying but they were sitting just 
a bit too far away from me. 

nerves Jg 

nerves ofsteel ^ 
if someone has nerves of steel, they are 
very brave * You'd have to have nerves of 
steel to play in front of a crowd this size. 

a battle/war of nerves 
a situation in which two competing 
groups of people try to defeat each other 
by frightening and threatening each 
other without taking action e This has 
become a battle of nerves with neither side 
seeming willing to back down. 

be a bundle of nerves British, American 
& Australian, informal 

be a bag of nerves British, informal 
to be very nervous e You should have seen 
me before the interview. I was a bundle of 
nerves. 
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live on your nerves British & Australian 
to always be very anxious * She doesn't 
sleep or eat well. I get the feeling she's 
really living on her nerves. 


nest 


anest egg 
an amount of money that you have saved 
* Regular investment of small amounts of 
money is an excellent way of building a 
nest egg. 

fly/leave the nest 
to leave your parents' home for the first 
time in order to live somewhere else 
* Once the kids have all flown the nest we 
might sell this house and move somewhere 
smaller. 

net 

cast your net wide/wider X 
to think about a large number of things 
or people when choosing the thing or 
person that you want « Jf we don't get 
many interesting candidates this time 
round we may have to cast our net a little 
wider. 

slip through the net >< 
to not be caught or dealt with by the 
system that should be catching or dealing 
with you « The system is failing and 
mental patients who badly need help are 
still slipping through the net. + Innocent 
people have been falsely convicted while 
the guilty ones may be slipping through 
the net. 

nettle 

grasp the nettle British & Australian ^ 
to take action immediately in order to 
deal with an unpleasant situation © A 
nettle is a plant which can sting if you 
touch it. « I’ve been putting off tackling 
the problem for too long and I think it's 
time to grasp the nettle. 

never 


Never say die. 
something that you say which means that 
you should not accept that you have 
failed while there is still a chance that 


X 


new 


you may succeed » There are still a couple 
of job agencies that you haven't tried. 
Never say die. 


never-never 

a never-never land > 
an imaginary place where everything is 
perfect in a way that it is not in the real 
world © The film is set in a pre-war English 
never-never land of roses and sunny days. 

on the never-never British, humorous 
if you buy something on the never-never, 
you pay for it in regular, small amounts 
over a period of time * Buy something on 
the never-never and you end up paying 
twice as much. 


new 

new blood 
new people in an organization who will 
provide new ideas and energy » It's time 
we injected some new blood into this 
organization. 

a new broom 
a new leader of an organization who 
makes a lot of changes and 
improvements * There was a feeling that 
White had been in charge long enough and 
that what was needed was a new broom. 

a New Man British & Australian 
a man who shows his belief in the 
equality of the sexes by helping his 
partner with the care of the children and 
by sharing the work that needs to be done 
in the house * I bet you Chris does at least 
half of the cooking and the housework. 
He's very much a New Man. 

the new kid on the block American & 
Australian, informal 
someone who is new in a place or 
organization and has many things to 
learn about it « Realizing I was the new 
kid on the block in this job I was 
determined to prove myself. 

be new to the game x 
to lack any experience of a particular 
activity « I'd never interviewed anyone on 
television before. I was new to the game 
and needed all the advice I could get. 

break new ground 

1to do something that is different to 
anything that has been done before 


news 


* We're breaking new ground in television 
comedy. You'll never have seen anything 
like this before. 
ground-breaking *» (always before noun) 
It was with her ground-breaking, all- 
women production of Hamlet that she 
really established herself 

2 to discover new information about a 
subject « So are scientists breaking new 
ground in their quest to discover what 
causes the disease? 
ground-breaking * (always before noun) 
This company has produced some ground- 
breaking research. 

give sb a new lease of life British & 
Australian 

give sb a new lease on life American 
if something gives someone a new lease 
of life, it makes them happy or healthy 
and gives them new energy after a period 
of illness or sadness * The operation was 
such a success — it really has given her a 
new lease of life. 

give sth a new lease of life ^ 
to improve something that was old or old- 
fashioned so that it works better or looks 
better * J’ve had that blue sofa re-covered 
and it's really given it a new lease of life. 


That's a new one on me! informal 
something that you say when someone 
has just told you about a surprising fact 
or idea that you have never heard before 
* And you eat cheese and peanut butter 
together? That's a new one on me! 

turn over a new leaf 
to start behaving in a better way 
* Apparently, he's turned over a new leaf 
and he's not drinking any more. 


No news is good news. 

something that you say when you have 
not spoken to someone or heard any 
information about them and you are 
hoping that this is because nothing bad 
has happened to them » J haven't heard 
from Johnny for over a week now but I 
suppose no news is good news. 


That's news to me. 


something that you say to someone when 
they have just told you a piece of 
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information that surprises you « And he 
told you he did a lot of cooking, did he? 
Well, that's news to me. 


nice 

Nice one! British & Australian, informal 
something that you say when you have 
just heard that someone has done 
something which you think is good 
* 'Graham's brought some champagne 
along to mark the occasion.’ ‘Oh, nice one, 
Graham!" 


Nice work if you can get it! 
something that you say when you are 
talking about a way of earning money 
easily that you would do if you had the 
opportunity * Top soap opera stars are 
paid around £2,000 an episode. Nice work 
if you can get it! 

a nice little earner British & Australian, 
informal b 
something such as a job or a business 
that allows you to earn a lot of money 
* That waitressing job's a nice little 
earner. 

be as nice as pie informal 
if someone is nice as pie, they are 
friendly to you when you are expecting 
them not to be » J came in this morning 
expecting him to be furious with me and he 
was nice as pie. 

nick 

in the nick of time 
at the last possible moment £ A nick is 
a mark on a stick which was used in the 
past to measure time. e We got there just 
in the nick of time. A minute later and 
she'd have left. 

nickel — 

nickel-and-dime American, informal" ` 
very ordinary and not important 
Æ Nickels and dimes are American 
coins which are very low in value. 
* (always before noun) We drove along 
past deserted gas stations and nickel-and- 
dime diners. 

nickel and dime sb American, informal 
to charge someone small amounts of 
money for something, often as an extra 
payment * J hate being nickeled and 
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dimed by hotels for local telephone calls — 
they already charge you so much for the 
room. 


night 

a night owl 
someone who often goes to bed late 
because they prefer to do things at night 
* A night owl from his youth, he is rarely 
in bed before 4 o'clock. 


nine 

nine times out often ^^ 
almost always * Nine times out of ten 
when you're dreading an occasion it turns 
out to be perfectly all right. 


go the whole nine yards American, 
informal 
to continue doing something dangerous 
or difficult until it is finished * The 
weather was terrible but I wanted to go the 
whole nine yards and get to the top of the 
mountain. 


the whole nine yards American, informal 
the whole of something, including 
everything that is connected with it 
* When I eat Mexican food, I like to have 
fajitas, bean dip, guacamole — the whole 
nine yards. 


ninepins 

go down/fall like ninepins British, old- 
fashioned 
to be injured, or to fail in large numbers 
> Ninepins is a game in which you try 
to make bottle-shaped objects fall by 
rolling a ball at them. * (usually in 
continuous tenses) I’ve never seen so 
many players injured. They were going 
down like ninepins. 


nip 

a nip in the air 
if there is a nip in the air, the air is cold 
* There's quite a nip in the air. I think 
you'll need your jacket on. 

a nip and (a) tuck 

1 American a medical operation to improve 
the appearance of your face e I don't 


think you could look like that at her age 
without a little nip and tuck. 


no 


2 American small changes or reductions 
made in order to improve something * A 
nip and a tuck in their household budget 
would give them the extra money they 
need. 


be nip and tuck American, informal 
if two people who are competing are nip 
and tuck, they have almost the same 
number of points and either of them 
could win ¢ There's no saying who's going 
to win this game. It's been nip and tuck all 
the way. 


nitty-gritty 

the nitty-gritty ~~ 
the most basic and important facts of 
something Ħ We didn't actually get down 
to the nitty-gritty (= start to talk about 
the most important facts) until half way 
through the meeting. 


no 


no dice American & Australian, informal 

no soap American 
something that you say in order to refuse 
arequest or to make clear that something 
is not possible * ‘Can you lend me ten 
dollars?’ ‘Sorry, no dice - I don't have any 
money with me.' « We were looking for a 
house to rent on the island but it was no 
soap. 

no end informal 
very much e Jack's visit cheered me up no 
end. 
no end of sth informal a lot of 
something * We've had no end of 
problems with the washing machine. 

No fear! British & Australian, informal 
something that you say in order to 
emphasize that you do not want to do 
something » ‘So are you coming camping 
with us this weekend?’ ‘No fear! I hate 
camping!' 

no go informal 
something that you say when something 
is not going to happen * We were supposed 
to be going to Ann's for the weekend but 
it's no go because of the weather. 

no matter slightly formal 
something that you say which means that 
a problem is not important » It’s raining, 


nobody 


but no matter, I'll take the dog for a walk 
anyway. 
no messing British, informal 
something that you say which means you 
have done something in a very complete 
way * ‘Tordered a glass of white wine but I 
see Ian's brought a whole bottle.’ ‘Yeah, no 
messing.' 
No sweat! informal 
something that you say which means that 
you can do something easily * ‘Do you 
think you'll be able to manage all those 
boxes yourself?’ ‘Yeah, no sweat!’ 


2 informal something that you say when 
someone says something that is very 
surprising * ‘Hey, I saw Ellie out with 
Andrew last night.’ ‘No way!" 

and no messing British, informal 
without any difficulties « She did the 
entire job in under an hour and no 

messing. 


be no picnic >< 
if a situation or activity is no picnic, it is 
unpleasant or difficult e Bringing up four 
children on your own is no picnic, I can tell 
you. 

in next to no time informal 

in no time (at all) informal — ^^ 
if something happens or is done in no 
time, it happens or is done extremely 
quickly « It's only another mile or so. We'll 
be there in next to no time. + He had the 
food ready in no time. 

not take no for an answer 
if someone will not take no for an answer, 
they continue asking for something 
although their request has already been 
refused » I've told her again and again 
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that you're too busy to see her, but she 
won't take no for an answer. 


nobody 


like nobody's business informal 
very quickly or very well « We get through 
butter in our house like nobody's business. 
* She cooks like nobody's business. (= she 
cooks very well) 


nod 

A nod's as good as a wink. British & 
Australian, humorous 
something that you say when you have 
understood what was meant by 
something although it was not expressed 
in a direct way * I know when I'm not 
wanted, so don't try to say anything more — 
a nod's as good as a wink. 


A nod is a movement of the head 
which shows you want to say 'yes'. It is 


used in the following phrases 
connected with agreeing to something. 


give sb the nod British & Australian, 
informal : 
to give someone permission to do 
something * We're just waiting for the 
council to give us the nod then we'll start 
building. 
get the nod British & Australian, 
informal to get permission to do 
something * It remains to be seen which 
scheme will get the nod. 

on the nod British & Australian, informal 
if a suggestion is agreed to on the nod, it 
is accepted without discussion * The 
Stock Exchange clearly hopes these 
proposals will go through on the nod. 


make a noise about sth 
to complain a lot about something » Jf 
you don't make a noise about things, 
nothing gets changed. 


make noises . 
to talk about something that you might 
do, but not in a detailed or certain way 
* She's been making noises about going 
back to college. 


273 


no-no 

be a no-no ‘ 
if something that someone does is a no- 
no, people do not think it is an acceptable 
way of behaving « Spanking children is a 
no-no these days. 


non sequitur 

anon sequitur 
a statement which does not seem to be 
connected with what has just been said 
* ‘Have you arranged for us to visit 
Eileen?' I asked. 'But I thought you were 
coming by train’, said Gwen, in what 
seemed a complete non sequitur. 


nook 

every nook and cranny X 
every part of a place e This house is where 
I grew up. I know every nook and cranny 
of it. 
nooks and crannies * J dusted the living 
room really thoroughly, making sure I got 
into all the nooks and crannies. 


nose 

nose to tail British 
if cars that are moving are nose to tail, 
they are very close to each other, one 
behind the other * Traffic is nose to tail on 
the east-bound section of the M62. 

byanose X 
if a person or animal wins a race or 
competition by a nose, they win it by only 
very little « My horse won but only by a 
nose. In fact, it was a very exciting finish. 

cut off your nose to spite your face 
to do something because you are angry, 
even if it will cause trouble for you *« ‘The 
next time he treats me like that, I’m just 
going to quit my job.’ ‘Isn’t that a bit like 
cutting off your nose to spite your face?’ 

follow your nose > 

1 to make decisions by thinking of how 
you feel about someone or something 
instead of finding out information about 
them * As far as recruitment is concerned, 
Itend to follow my nose. I meet someone for 
an informal interview and see if I like 
them. 

2 informal if someone tells you to follow 
your nose when they are explaining how 
to go to a place, they are telling you to 


nose 


continue in the same direction « Take the 
first on your right and follow your nose. 


have your nose in a book 
to be reading « My daughter reads all the 
time. She's always got her nose in a book. 


have a nose (round) British & Australian, 
informal 
to look around a place * He left the room 
for a few minutes so I thought I'd have a 
nose round. 
X 


have a nose for sth informal 
to be good at finding a particular kind of 
thing * Like any good newspaper 
journalist, she has a nose for a good story. 
* He's always finding things in the sales. 
He seems to have a nose for a bargain. 


keep your nose clean 
to avoid getting into trouble or doing 
anything illegal * 7'd only been out of 
prison three months so I was trying to keep 
my nose clean. 

keep your nose out of sth informal 
to not become involved in other people's 
activities or relationships « What goes on 
between me and Pete is none of her 
business so she can keep her big nose out of 
it! 


keep your nose to the grindstone 
to continue to work very hard, without 
stopping * Tve only got six weeks before 
my exams start so I'm trying to keep my 
nose to the grindstone. 

lead sb by the nose > 
to control someone and make them do 
exactly what you want them to do 
Æ Cows are often led by a ring which 
has been put through their nose. 
* (usually passive) They simply didn't 
know what they were doing and they were 
led by the nose by a manipulative 
government. 

look down your nose at sth/sb informal 
to think that someone is less important 
than you or that something is not good 


no-show 


enough for you * J always felt that she 
looked down her nose at us because we 
spoke with strong accents and hadn't been 
to college. 

on the nose mainly American <. 
exactly right, often an exact amount of 
money or time * We arrived at three 
o'clock on the nose. « Her description of the 
play really hit it on the nose. " 

pay through the nose informal ^ 
to pay too much for something e (usually 
+ for) If you want a decent wine in a 
restaurant, you have to pay through the 
nose for it. 


powder your nose humorous 
if a woman says she is going to powder 
her nose, she means she is going to go to 
the toilet « Well, if you'll excuse me a 
moment, I'm going to powder my nose. 

put sb's nose out of joint informal 
to upset or annoy someone » Martin 
refused to let her chair the meeting which 
rather put her nose out of joint. 


rub sb's nose in it informal 

rub sb's nose in the dirt informal 
to say or do something which makes 
someone remember that they have failed 
* I didn't tell him I'd started another 
relationship. I didn't want to rub his nose 
in it. 

thumb your nose at sth/sb 
to show that you do not respect rules, 
laws, or powerful people or organizations 
* The actor, in a further attempt to thumb 
his nose at Hollywood, declined to accept 
the award. 


under sb s nose 
if something bad happens under your 
nose, it happens very close to you but you 
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do not notice it *« /"m amazed that it was 
going on right under his nose all that 
while and he didn't realize. 


with your nose in the air 
behaving as if you think you are better 
than other people and do not want to 
speak to them e I quite often see him in the 
street and he always walks past with his 
nose in the air. 
have your nose in the air * Every inch 
the aristocrat, he always has his nose in 
the air. 

no-show 

a no-show 

1 someone who does not arrive at a place 
where they are expected * The disgraced 
Senator was a no-show at both events. 

2 the action of not arriving somewhere 
where you are expected « The concert was 
called off because of a no-show by the 
band. 


nosy 
a nosy/nosey parker British & Australian, 
informal a 


someone who is too interested in finding 
out information about other people Tell 
him to mind his own business, the nosy 
parker! 


not 

be not on 
if you say that behaving in a particular 
way is not on, you mean that it is not 
right and people should not do it I’ve 
told her that bringing crowds of friends 
home every evening isn’t on. It’s not on to 
expect other people to clear up your mess. 

notes 

compare notes 
if two people compare notes, they tell 
each other what they think about 
something that they have both done 
* We'd had the same boyfriend at different 
times in our life so it was quite interesting 
to compare notes. 

nothing 

nothing daunted British & Australian, 
formal 


if you continue to do something, nothing 
daunted, you are not worried about 
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problems you have with it « I’ve had three 
letters of refusal but, nothing daunted, 
I'm writing a fourth application. 


Nothing doing. informal 
something that you say in order to tell 
someone that you refuse to do something 
* ‘Will you take us, then?’ ‘I’ve told you, 
nothing doing.' 

Nothing ventured, nothing gained. 
something that you say which means that 
it is necessary to take risks in order to 
achieve something « We tried to make 
television programmes that were new and 
different, and we weren't always 
successful, but nothing ventured, nothing 
gained. 

be nothing short of [astonishing/ 
miraculous etc.] 
to be totally astonishing, miraculous, etc. 
* His achievements as a political reformer 
have been nothing short of miraculous. 


here goes nothing American & 
Australian, informal 
something that you say just before you do 
something that you think will not be 
successful « Well, here goes nothing — let's 
see if I can pass the driving test. 

like nothing on earth >- 
very strange • I don't know what 
instruments they play but it sounds like 
nothing on earth. 


stop at nothing 
to be willing to do anything in order to 
achieve something, even if it is 
dangerous or harms other people » (often 
+ to do sth) She's one of those people who 
sets herself a goal and then she'll stop at 
nothing to achieve it. 


There's nothing to it. informal 
something that you say in order to tell 
someone that something is very easy to 
do * T heard rollerblading was really 
difficult.’ ‘Nah, there's nothing to it.’ 


think nothing of doing sth 
if you think nothing of doing something 
that other people find difficult, you do it 
very easily * He's so fit. He'd think 
nothing of running ten miles before 
breakfast. 


number 


notice 


make sb sit up and take notice 
to make someone suddenly notice 
something and become interested in it 
e (often + of) That was the record that 
made me sit up and take notice of Neil 
Hannon. 


nouveau riche 


the nouveau riche ^ 

people who have become rich recently 
and who buy expensive things in order to 
show people how much money they have 
* He is one of the country's nouveau riche 
who have made fortunes in shipping, 
hotels, and real estate. 

nouveau riche * She refused to live in 
Beverly Hills which she considered far too 
nouveau riche. 


now 


It's now or never. 
something that you say which means that 
you must do something immediately 
because you will not get another 
opportunity *« As she was leaving I 
thought, it's now or never. So I just went 
up to her and asked her out. 


nth 


to the nth degree x 
as much or as far as possible « What I find 
is that you can follow instructions to the 
nth degree and still get it wrong. 


number 


Sb's number is up informal 
if someone's number is up, they are 
going to die or to suffer « This car came 
hurtling towards me and I thought my 
number was up. 


number one informal 
the most important person, especially 
when you think this is yourself and you 
do not care about anyone else « Half of 
me thinks I should just look out for 
number one and not give a damn about 
anyone else. 

a number cruncher humorous 

1 someone whose job is to work with 
numbers and mathematics « She may not 


numbers 


look like a number cruncher but she’s with 
a big firm of accountants. 
number crunching * She's useless with 
figures — it's her assistant who does all the 
number crunching for her. 

2a computer that is able to solve 
complicated problems of mathematics 
e The television broadcasters will use their 
number crunchers on election night to try 
and forecast the result. 


do a number on sb 
to treat someone very badly or unfairly 
* I'm not surprised Caroline doesn't like 
him. He really did a number on her at 
work. 


have sb's number informal 
to know that someone is trying to do 
something bad and therefore be able to 
deal with them ¢ I'm not worried about 
Taylor. I've got his number and I know 
what to expect. 


a numbers game 
the use of numbers to represent facts in 
an argument, especially when it makes 
people believe things that are not true 
* It's just a numbers game and everyone 
does it. You manipulate the statistics till 
they suit your argument. 


nut 


be off your nut informal 
to be crazy * You can't do that! Are you off 
your nut or what? 


do your nut British & Australian, informal 
to become extremely angry ¢ Jf she has to 
walk from the station again she'll do her 
nut. 
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a hard/tough nut 
someone who is difficult to deal with 
because they are unpleasant or very 
determined to get what they want 
* People don't tend to mess with Sue. She's 
atough nut. 

a hard/tough nut to crack > 
a difficult problem to solve * A company 
whose product has sold well in the States 
may find the European market a tougher 
nut to crack. 


nuts 

the nuts and bolts 
the basic, practical details of a job or 
other activity * (often + of) Law school 
teaches wonderful theory but it doesn't 
teach the nuts and bolts of actually 
practising law. 

can't do sth for nuts British & Australian, 
informal 
if someone cannot do something for nuts, 
they cannot do it at all * Roger had 
prepared a beautiful meal? I thought you 
said he couldn't cook for nuts. 


nutshell e" 


^ 


nutty 

be as nutty as a fruitcake British & 
Australian, informal 
to be crazy » "Isn't she slightly strange, your 
aunt? ‘Oh, she's as nutty as a fruitcake.’ 
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oaks 


Great/Mighty oaks from little acorns 

grow. 

something that you say in order to 
emphasize that a large, successful 
organization or plan was very small or 
simple when it began * Microsoft, which 
is now the biggest independent software 
company in the world, was founded in 1975 
by just two men. It goes to show that great 
oaks from little acorns grow. 


oar 


oats 


get your oats British, very informal 
to have sex regularly * (usually in 
continuous tenses) Dan seems a lot 
happier these days — I think he must be 
getting his oats. 


occasion 


rise to the occasion 
to succeed in dealing with a difficult 
situation » It’s not easy to play your first 
match in front of a crowd that size but he 
certainly rose to the occasion. 


odd T. 
the odd man/one out ^ 
someone or something that is different 
from the other people or things in a group 
* She was always the odd one out at school 
— she didn't really mix with the other 
children. * I felt like the odd man out 


yesterday. Everyone was watching football 
except me. 


odds 

odds and ends British, American & 
Australian Pd 

odds and sods British & Australian, 
informal 
a group of small objects of different 
types which are not very valuable or 
important « I eventually found my keys 
buried beneath the odds and ends in the 
bottom of my bag. 

against (all) the odds : 

against all odds A 
if you do or achieve something against 
all the odds, you do or achieve it although 
there were a lot of problems and you 
were not likely to succeed * Against ail 
the odds, she conceived her first child at 
the age of 56. + He struggled against the 
odds to keep his business going during the 
recession. 

beatodds X 
to disagree » (often + with) She's at odds 
with the mayor over cuts in the 
department's budget. * (often + over) 
They're at odds over the funding for the 
project. 
put sb at odds with sb • His views on 
Europe put him at odds with the rest of the 
party. 

be at odds with sth 
if one statement or description is at odds 
with another it is different when it 
should be the same * Blake’s version of 
events was at odds with the official police 
report. 

pay over the odds British & Australian 
to pay more for something than it is 
really worth ¢ (often + for) It’s a nice 
enough car but I'm sure she paid over the 
odds for it. 


off 

off the peg British 

off the hook American & Australian 
if you buy clothes off the peg, you buy 
them in a standard size from a shop 
rather than having them made specially 
for you * If I buy trousers off the peg 
they're always too short. 


off-chance 


off-chance 


off-colour 


be off-colour British & Australian 

be off-color American & Australian 
to not be feeling as well as usual « He had 
flu a couple of months ago and he's been a 
bit off-colour ever since. 


off-colour British & Australian 

off-color American & Australian 
off-colour jokes or remarks are about sex 
in a way that some people find offensive 
* Some of his jokes were a little off-colour 
and I don't think my grandparents 
particularly appreciated them. 


off-the-cuff 


be no oil painting British & Australian, 
humorous 
if someone is no oil painting, they are not 
attractive e She has an interesting face but 
she's no oil painting. 

pour oil on troubled waters 
to do or say something in order to make 
people stop arguing and become calmer 
e She was furious with Dave for forgetting 
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her birthday so I tried to pour oil on 
troubled waters by offering to take them 
both out for a meal. 


old 

old hat / 
if something is old hat, it is not new or 
modern any more ¢ A 24-hour banking 
service may seem old hat in the United 
States, but it’s still innovative in Europe. 


Old Nick British & Australian, old- 
fashioned, humorous 
the Devil (= the enemy of God in the 
Christian religion) » In his latest film, he 
plays a gambler who sells his soul to Old 
Nick in return for winning a fortune, 


an old chestnut informal 

a subject, idea, or joke which has been 
discussed or repeated so many times that 
it is not interesting or funny any more » 7 
wondered whether there might, after all, 
besome truth in the old chestnut that one's 
school days are the happiest of one's life. 
* Play allows us to rediscover the child in 
ourselves — that old chestnut. 


an old flame 
a person who you had a romantic 
relationship with in the past « J bumped 
into an old flame of yours in Oxford on 
Saturday. 


an old hand 
someone who has done a particular job or 
activity for a long time and who can do it 
very well » (often + at) She's an old hand 
at magazines, having trained on 
Cosmopolitan before editing Company. 


an old maid old-fashioned 
an impolite way of referring to a woman 
who has never married Æ In the past, 
young women who were not married 
were called maids. *  Terrified of 
becoming an old maid, she married the 
first man who made her an offer. 


an old wives' tale 
a piece of advice or an idea which a lot of 
people believed in the past but which we 
now know is wrong * It’s an old wives’ 
tale that drinking alcohol before you go to 
bed helps you sleep. 
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the Old Bill British, informal, old- 
fashioned 
the police « The Old Bill was round here 
yesterday, asking where you were. 


the old country American & Australian 
the country or place where you or your 
parents were born but do not now live, 
especially Europe * Pounds, francs, lira — 
they're all the same to many Americans 
touring the old country. 


theold guard >< 
a group of people who have worked in an 
organization for a long time and do not 
want it to change e She has tried to resist 
attempts by the old guard to halt the 
reform process. 
old-guard * (always before noun) Most 
people in the party want to see the old- 
guard leadership replaced. 

the old school tie 
the way in which men who have been to 
the same expensive private school help 
each other to find good jobs * The old 
school tie still has enormous power in 
many City companies. 

be as old as Methuselah 
if someone is as old as Methuselah, they 
are very old #5 Methuselah was a 
character from the Bible who lived until 
he was 969. « I was a young boy at the time 
so to me he looked as old as Methuselah 
but he was probably only in his sixties. 

be as old as the hills 
if something is as old as the hills, it has 
existed for a very long time * Difficult 
relationships between parents and 
children are nothing new: the problem's as 
old as the hills. 


for old times’ sake 
if you do something for old times’ sake, 
you do it in order to remember a happy 
time in the past * Do you want to have 
lunch together sometime, just for old 
times’ sake? 


of the old school 
if someone is of the old school, they have 
traditional ideas about how to do 
something and they do not accept new 
ways of doing it e She was a teacher of the 
old school and believed in strict discipline. 


open/reopen old wounds 
to make someone remember an 
unpleasant event or situation that 
happened in the past * For many soldiers 
who served in Vietnam, the current 
conflict has reopened old wounds. 


You can't teach an old dog new tricks. 
something that you say which means it is 
difficult to make someone change the 
way they do something when they have 
been doing it the same way for a long 
time * You're never going to teach your 
father at the age of 79 to use a computer. 
You can't teach an old dog new tricks, you 
know. 


old-boy 

the old-boy network 
the way in which men who have been to 
the same expensive school or university 
help each other to find good jobs * He 
admitted the old boy network had once 
existed in the company but said that 
things had changed now. 


oldest 

the oldest profession (in the world) 
humorous 
prostitution (= being paid to have sex) * J 
believe she made a living in the oldest 
profession in the world. 

the oldest trick in the book 
a way of tricking someone which is still 
effective although it has been used a lot 
before » It was the oldest trick in the book — 
one man distracted me while another stole 
my wallet. 


olde-worlde 

olde-worlde British & Australian 
a place that is olde-worlde looks very old 
or has been made to look old in a way that 
seems false » It’s a sweet little village, full 
of olde-worlde charm. « They own a 
dreadful olde-worlde tea-shop with fake 
wooden beams and lace everywhere. 


olive 

hold out/offer an olive branch 
to do or say something in order to show 
that you want to end a disagreement with 
someone An olive branch is 
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traditionally a symbol of peace. » (often + 
to) He held out an olive branch to the 


photographs prove once and for all that 
UFOs do exist. 


opposition by releasing 42 political Once bitten, twice shy. 


prisoners. 

an olive branch « I’ve invited them 
around to dinner by way of an olive 
branch. 


omelette 

You can‘t make an omelette without 
breaking eggs. 
something that you say which means it is 
difficult to achieve something important 
without causing any unpleasant effects 
* Twenty jobs will have to be cut if the 
company’s going to be made more efficient. 
But you can’t make an omelette without 
breaking eggs. 


something that you say which means 
when you have had an unpleasant 
experience you are much more careful to 
avoid similar experiences in the future 
* After he left her she refused to go out with 
anyone else for a long time — once bitten, 
twice shy, I suppose. 


very rarely » My sister lives in Alaska, so I 
only get to see her once in a blue moon. * I 
don't know why I bought that CD-ROM for 
my computer — I only ever use it once in a 
blue moon. 


once-over 


give sb/sth the once-over informal 


on 

on and off ^ 

off and on x 
if something happens on and off during 
a long period of time, it happens 
sometimes but not regularly or 
continuously » (often + for) I've had 
toothache on and off for the past three 
months. * (often + since) They've been 
seeing each other on and off since 
Christmas. 


be on about informal 
if you ask what a person or a piece of 
writing is on about, you want to know 
what they mean * (always negative or 
used in questions) 7 read her book, but I 
couldn’t understand what it was on about. 
* What are you on about? I've paid you 
everything I owed! 

be/go on at sb informal 
to speak to someone again and again to 
complain about their behaviour or to ask 
them to do something ¢ (often + to do sth) 
She's been on at me to get my hair cut. 


once 


once and for all x 
if you do something once and for all, you 
finish doing it so that it does not have to 
be dealt with again * I’m fed up with 
arguing about this — let's just settle this 
argument once and for all. « He claims his 


to quickly look at someone or examine 
something in order to see what they are 
like « The security guard gave me the once- 
over but didn't bother checking my pass. 
* Can you give my essay the once-over 
before I hand it in? 


give sth a once-over informal 


to clean something quickly * (often + 
with) I'll just give the carpet a once-over 
with the vacuum cleaner before we go. 


one 
one and all old-fashioned 


everyone e And a very good evening to one 
and all. 


one for the road 


if you have one for the road, you have a 
drink, usually an alcoholic drink, before 
you start a journey « Come on, there's just 
time for one for the road. 


One good turn deserves another. 


something that you say which means if 
someone does something to help you, you 
should do something to help them « He 
fixed my bike so I let him use my computer. 
One good turn deserves another. 


One man's meat is another man's 


poison. 

something that you say which means that 
something one person likes very much 
can be something that another person 
does not like at all * J wouldn't want to do 
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her job, but she seems to love it. Oh well, 
one man's meat is another man's poison. 


one of the lads British & Australian, 
informal 

one of the boys American, informal 
someone who is accepted as part of a 
group of male friends who all have 
similar ideas and interests e Greene, 
although not one of the lads, is popular 
with most of them. 


One step forward, two steps back. 
something that you say which means 
every time you make progress, 
something bad happens which causes 
you to be in a worse situation than you 
were to begin with * Every solution we 
come up with seems to create more 
problems than it solves, so it's one step 
forward, two steps back. 


one swallow doesn't make a summer 
British & Australian 

something that you say which means 
because one good thing has happened, 
you cannot therefore be certain that 
more good things will happen and the 
whole situation will improve e Okay, they 
won their last game but one swallow 
doesn't make a summer They're still 
bottom of the league. 


one thing leads to another 

if one things leads to another, a series of 
events happen, each one caused by the 
previous one * (never in continuous 
tenses) I only asked him in for a coffee, but 
one thing led to another and we ended up 
in bed together * People don't usually 
decide to become spies. They agree to do 
someone a favour and one thing leads to 
another. 


one way or the other X 

one way or another 

if you say that you will do something or 
that something will happen one way or 
the other, you are determined to do it or 
that it will happen, although you do not 
know exactly how « One way or the other, 
I'm going to finish this job next week. 

one way or the other 


if you have to decide one way or the 
other, you must choose between two 


one 


possibilities e They've had a week to think 
about it and now they must decide one way 
or the other. * It doesn't really matter to me 
one way or the other. (7 itis not important 
to me which possibility is chosen) 
and one (more) for luck 

something that you say when you add one 
more of something for no reason e J want 
you to swim ten lengths, and one for luck. 


as one man 
if a group of people do something as one 
man, they all do it together in exactly the 
same way * The crowd rose to its feet as 
one man. 


at/in one sitting x à 
if you do something at one sitting, you do 
it during one period of time without 
stopping * I read the whole book in one 
sitting. 

be at one slightly formal 2 
if people are at one, they agree with each 
other * (often + with) J am completely at 
one with Michael on this issue. 


be one in a million 
if you say that someone is one in a 
million, you mean that they are very 
Special because they have such good 
qualities *« She's the sweetest, most 
generous person I know - she's one in a 
million. 

be one in the eye for sb British & 
Australian, informal 
if something that someone does is one in 
the eye for someone else, it will annoy 
that person because they did not want it 
to happen or did not think it could 
happen « When I got my degree, I thought, 
"That's one in the eye for my old head 
teacher who said I would never get 
anywhere.’ 


be one of a kind 
to be the only one of a particular type of 
thing or person * As a female engineer 
who began her career in the 1940s, she was 
one of a kind. 

be one step ahead 
to be slightly better prepared or more 
successful than someone else e (usually + 
of) Throughout the incident, the hijackers 
were always one step ahead of the police. 
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keep/stay one step ahead * (usually 
+of) Crop breeders are continuously 
developing pesticides to keep one step 
ahead of the pests. 

be one up on sb/sth 
to have an advantage which someone or 
something else does not have « We're one 
up on the other bars in the area because 
we've got live music. + Mario’s just spent a 
year in the States, so he'll be one up on the 
rest of his English class. 

come one, come all formal 
something that you say which means that 
everyone or everything can join or be 
included * We can't just invite some people 
and not others, so I guess it's a case of 
come one, come all. 


from one moment to the next 
if things change from one moment to the 
next, they change quickly or frequently 
* The plans are being changed from one 
moment to the next. « You never know 
from one moment to the next what kind 
of mood he'll be in. 

get/put one over on sb informal 
to prove that you are better or more 
clever than someone else by winning an 
argument or defeating them e He's always 
trying to get one over on the other members 
of the sales team. 


go one better 
to do something better than it has been 
done before « The company has decided to 
go one better than its rivals by offering free 
drinks with every burger * He set the 
world record last year. This year he would 
like to go one better by beating his own 
record. 

Got it in one! 
something that you say when someone 
has guessed something correctly « ‘Don’t 
tell me - is Anna pregnant again?’ ‘Got it 
in one!" 

have one foot in the grave humorous 
to be very old and likely to die soon * He's 
been telling everyone he's got one foot in 
the grave for years now. 

have/keep one eye on sth/sb 
to give part of your attention to one thing 
or person while also giving your 


attention to something or someone else 
* As he listened to the speaker he kept one 
eyeon the crowd to gauge their response. 
with one eye on sth/sb e She sat writing 
her letter with one eye on the clock. 


It's (just) one thing after another! 

If it's not one thing it's another! 
something that you say when bad things 
keep happening to you * We had our car 
stolen last week. It’s one thing after 
another at the moment. 


It’s just one of those things. 
something that you say when you are 
talking about a bad event or situation 
that you cannot prevent or change 
* Everyone gets ill in the winter. It's just 
one of those things. 

land/sock sb one informal 


to hit someone hard » She just walked up 
and landed him one. 


put one over on sb informal >< 
to trick someone * You're not really sick — 
you're just trying to put one over on me! 


There's more than one way to skin a cat. 
humorous 
something that you say which means that 
there are several possible ways of 
achieving something * It may be illegal 
for them to organise a strike, but they can 
still show the management how they feel. 
There's more than one way to skin a cat, 
you know. 


There's one born every minute. 
humorous 
something that you say about someone 
who you think has been very stupid e ‘He 
left a window open and then wondered 
why he'd been burgled!’ "There's one born 
every minute, isn't there?' 
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go in one ear and out the other ^ 
if information goes in one ear and out the 
other, the person who is told it forgets it 
immediately because they do not listen 
carefully enough * You know what it's 
like when you're told a whole list of names 
-they just go in one ear and out the other. 

one-hit 

a one-hit wonder 
someone who performs popular music 
who makes one successful record and 
then no others ¢ The seventies saw a 
succession of one-hit wonders who were 
famous overnight and then never heard of 
again. 

one-horse i 

aone-horserace ^^ 
a competition which one particular 
person or team is very likely to win 
because they seem much better than the 
other people competing e This election 
has been a one-horse race right from the 
start. 


a one-horse town American & Australian 
a small town where very little happens 
* Grafton's a real one-horse town with only 
one grocery store and nothing to do in the 
evening. 


one-man 

a one-man band 
an organization in which one person 
does all the work or has all the power 
Æ A one-man band is a musician who 
performs alone and plays several 
instruments at the same time. e It’s 
basically a one-man band. He designs, 
prints and sells the T-shirts himself. * Its 
critics say that the company has become a 
one-man band in recent years. 

one-night 

a one-night stand 

1 asexual relationship which only lasts for 
one night, or a person who you have had 
this type of relationship with e I'd rather 
have a long-term relationship than a 
series of one-night stands. » It's you I love, 
Karen — Debbie was just a one-night stand. 

2 a performance which happens only once 
in a particular place » We're doing a one- 


night stand in Durham on Monday 
followed by a couple of nights in 
Newcastle. 


one-shot 


one-shot American 
happening only once » (always before 
noun) The new current affairs show will 
be given a one-shot trial on TV next 
Saturday. * The company's offer is a one- 
shot deal. 


one-to-one 


one-to-one British, American & 
Australian 

one-on-one mainly American 
a one-to-one relationship or activity is 
when someone works with only one other 
person ¢ The school caters for children 
with special needs who require one-to-one 
attention. + You can choose whether you 
want to be taught in a class or one-on-one 
with your own tutor. 


one-track 


have a one-track mind 

if someone has a one-track mind, they 
seem to talk and think about one 
particular subject all the time, especially 
sex * T bet I know what you two were 
doing last night.' 'Oh, shut up, Sean, 
you've got a one-track mind.’ + You've got 
to have a one-track mind if you want to 
succeed in business. 


one-two 


a one-two punch American 
two unpleasant things which happen 
together e The weather delivered a one- 
two punch to gardeners with unseasonal 
freezing temperatures and strong winds. 


one-upmanship 


one-upmanship 

if something someone does is one- 
upmanship, they are trying to make 
other people admire them by doing it in a 
better or more clever way than someone 
else * There is a great deal of one- 
upmanship among children anxious to 
wear the most fashionable clothes. 
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one-way 

a one-way ticket to sth 
if something is a one-way ticket to an 
unpleasant situation, it will cause that 
situation to happen * A rejection of the 
peace deal would be a one-way ticket to 
disaster for the country. + Experimenting 
with drugs is a one-way ticket to addiction 
and misery, as far as I'm concerned. 


onions 


know your onions British & Australian, 
humorous 
to know a lot about a particular subject 
* That car salesman certainly knew his 
onions, didn't he? 


onwards 


onwards and upwards 

onward and upward 
if someone moves onwards and upwards, 
they continue being successful or 
making progress * The team are moving 
onwards and upwards after their third 
win this season. * She started her 
publishing career as an editorial assistant 
and it was onward and upward from 
there. 


Onwards and upwards! 

Onward and upward! 
something that you say in order to 
encourage someone to forget an 
unpleasant experience or failure and to 
think about the future instead « J know 
you were disappointed about failing that 
Spanish exam, but it’s not the end of the 
world. Onwards and upwards! 

open 

open and shut 
if a legal case or problem is open and 
shut, the facts are very clear and it is easy 
to make a decision or find a solution 
* The police think the case is open and 
shut: five witnesses saw the man stealing 
the car. * It's going to take a lot of work to 
deal with this problem. It certainly isn't 
an open-and-shut matter. 

open season 
a period of time when people criticize or 
unfairly treat a particular person or 
group of people * (often + on) With the 


publication of these two reports, it seems 
to be open season again on single mothers. 
* Newspaper editors have declared open 
season on the royal family. 
an open marriage . 

a marriage in which the partners are free 
to have sexual relationships with other 
people « We have an open marriage, but I 
never tell my husband about my other 
lovers. 


an open sesame 
a very successful way of achieving 
something 45’Open Sesame’ are the 
magic words used by Ali Baba in the 
story Tales of the Arabian Nights to open 
the door of the place where the thieves 
are hiding. * (usually + to) A science 
degree can be an open sesame to a job in 
almost any field. 

be (wide) open to [abuse/criticism etc.] 
to be likely to be abused, criticized etc. 
* The system is wide open to abuse. * It’s a 
position which leaves them wide open to 
criticism. * You don't want to lay yourself 
open to attack. 


be an open book 

1 if a person's life is an open book, you can 
discover everything about it because 
none of the details are kept secret « Like 
many film stars, he wants to keep his 
private life private — he doesn't want it 
becoming an open book. 

2 if someone is an open book, it is easy to 
know what they are thinking and feeling 
* Sarah's an open book, so you'll know 
right away if she doesn't like the present 
you've bought her. 


greet/welcome sb/sth with open arms 
to be very pleased to see someone, or to be 
very pleased with something new * J was 
rather nervous about meeting my 
boyfriend's parents, but they welcomed me 
with open arms. + Our company greeted 
thearrivalof the Internet with open arms. 
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open-minded to think about 
other people's ideas and suggestions 
* (often + about) Many doctors have 


become more open-minded about 
alternative medicine in the past few years. 
open-mindedness * She will be 
remembered by her colleagues for her 
enthusiasm and open-mindedness. 

push at an open door 
to achieve what you want easily because 
alot of people agree with you or help you 
* (usually in continuous tenses) The 
campaigners are pushing at an open door 
because most local residents support their 
campaign against the new road. 


open-ended 


operative 

the operative word 
the most important word in a phrase, 
which explains the truth of a situation 
* He wants more time for his private life, 
private being the operative word. 
Photographers are not allowed anywhere 
near his family. 


order 

be out of order informal 
if something that someone says or does is 
out of order, it is unpleasant or not 
suitable and it is likely to upset or offend 
people Ħ Her behaviour in the meeting was 
completely out of order. 

be the order of the day 
if something is the order of the day, it is 
thought to be necessary or it is used by 
everyone in a particular situation * For 
countries undergoing a recession, large 
cuts in public spending seem to be the 
order of the day. * Champagne was the 
order of the day as we all congratulated 
Tim on his success. 


out 


other 


the other side of the coin 
a different and usually opposite view of a 
situation that you have previously talked 
about * The other side of the coin is that 
fewer working hours means less pay. 


bat for the other side British, humorous 
if someone bats for the other side, they 
are homosexual (- sexually attracted to 
people of the same sex) « What about you, 
Justin? Do you think he bats for the other 
side? 


wait for the other shoe to drop American 
to wait for something bad to happen. 
(usually in continuous tenses) « Once a 
company starts laying off employees, 
those who are still working feel they are 
waiting for the other shoe to drop. 


look the other way >< 
to ignore something wrong or unpleasant 
that you know is happening instead of 
trying to deal with it e When one of their 
own friends or colleagues is involved in 
wrongdoing, people sometimes prefer to 
look the other way. 


Pull the other leg/one (it's got bells on)! 
something that you say in order to tell 
someone that you do not believe what 
they have just said *« Helen, going rock 
climbing? Pull the other one — she can't 
even climb a ladder without feeling sick! 


turn the other cheek >- 
if you turn the other cheek when 
someone attacks or insults you, you do 
not get angry and attack or insult them 
but stay calm instead ¢ Neither nation is 
renowned for turning the other cheek. 


out 


Out with it! 
something that you say in order to tell 
Someone to say something they are 
frightened to say « Come on, out with it! 
Tell us all what we're doing wrong! 

be out of it 

1 informal to be very confused because you 
are very tired or because of drugs or 
alcohol « J didn't feel anything at the 
moment my baby was born. I was 
completely out of it by then. 


out-and-out 286 


2 informal to feel lonely because you are overboard 
not included in the activities of people go overboard 


around you * They were all keen on sports, 
so I felt really out of it. 


out-and-out 


out-of-date 


2 if a document is out-of-date, it cannot be 
used any more because the period of time 
when it could be used has ended » J found 
out my passport was out-of-date the day 
before I was due to travel. + No one noticed 
that he was using an out-of-date permit. 


over 
over and above 


in addition to a particular amount or 
thing * Pensioners will receive an increase 
of £5 per week over and above inflation. 
* The average family pays 40% of their 
income in taxes, and that's over and above 
their mortgage, bills, and food. 


get sth over and done with 

get sth over with 

to do something difficult or unpleasant 
as soon as you can so that you do not have 
to worry about it any more e /'ve made an 
appointment to have my wisdom tooth out 
tomorrow morning. I just want to get it 
over and done with. 

be over and done with ¢ J usually do my 
homework as soon as I get back from 
school so that at least it's over and done 
with. 


be your own man/woman/person | 


to do something too much, or to be too 
excited and eager about something 
* (often + on) The car’s makers seem to 
have gone overboard on design and 
sacrificed speed. + He went completely 
overboard on her birthday and bought her 
a diamond ring. 


overdrive 
go into overdrive 


to start working very hard, or to start 
doing something in an excited way Ħ With 
her exams only two weeks away, she's gone 
into overdrive and is studying ten hours a 
day * The tabloid press went into 
overdrive at the news that the princess 
was getting married again. 

be in overdrive * The whole cast of the 
show was in overdrive, rehearsing for the 
first performance the next day. 


own 
an own goal British 


something that someone does to try to get 
an advantage, but which makes a 
situation worse for them £» In sport, an 
own goal is when someone scores a point 
for the opposite team by mistake. « The 
publishing industry believes that new 
regulations on recycling paper will be an 
environmental own goal. œ The 
government has scored an own goal with 
its harsh treatment of single parents. o 
y 

to behave in the way that you want and to 
not let other people influence you 
* Despite being the daughter of two 
Hollywood stars, she’s very much her own 
woman with her own acting style. 


be your own master 


to be able to live or work in the way that 
you want to, without anyone else 
controlling your actions « The big 
advantage of working for yourself is that 
you can be your own master. 


be your own worst enemy 


if you are your own worst enemy, you do 
or believe things that prevent you from 
becoming successful + Unless he learns to 
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be more confident, he'll never get a decent 
job. He's his own worst enemy. 


blow your own trumpet British & 
Australian : 
blow/toot your own horn American & 
Australian 

to tell other people how good and 
successful you are * Anyone will tell you 
she's one of the best journalists we've got, 
although she'd never blow her own horn. 


come into your/its own 

to be very useful or successful in a 
particular situation « Cars are banned 
from the city centre so a bicycle really 
comes into its own here. « Ferragamo came 
into his own in last Sunday's match, 
scoring three goals in the first half 


cut your own throat 

to do something because you are angry, 
even if it will cause trouble for you « If 
she won't take the job out of pride, she's 
cutting her own throat. 


do your own thing informal ~>< 

to do exactly what you want without 
following what other people do or 
worrying about what they think « You 
have to give your children a certain 
amount of freedom to do their own thing. 


feather your own nest 
to dishonestly use your position at work 
to get a lot of money for yourself + What 
angers him most of all is the implication 
that he has been feathering his own nest. 


leave sb to their own devices 
tolet someone do what they want without 
helping them or trying to control them 
* (usually passive) There are four hours of 
lessons each morning and in the 
afternoon students are left to their own 
devices. + Left to my own devices I wouldn't 
bother cooking in the evenings. 

Mind your own business! informal 
something that you say in order to tell 
someone not to ask questions or show too 
much interest in other people's lives 
* ‘How much did that dress cost you?’ 
‘Mind your own business!’ © I wish he'd 
mind his own business and stop telling me 
how to do my job! 

(all) on your own 

1 alone * She's been living on her own for 
the past ten years. 

2 if you do something on your own, you do 
it without any help from other people 
* Since her husband died two years ago, 
she's had to look after her children on her 
own. * Dave didn't have time to help so I 
decorated the house on my own. 

on your own hook American 
if you do something on your own hook, 
you do it without anyone else telling you 
or asking you to do it « Barbara took up 
painting on her own hook and developed 
into a talented artist. 

pay sb back in their own coin British & 
Australian, old-fashioned 
to treat someone in the same bad way 
that they have treated you * I decided to 
pay her back in her own coin and refuse to 
help her: 

play sb at their own game British & 
Australian 
to try to get an advantage over someone 
by using the same methods as them * Jf 
women want to succeed in business, they 
have to play men at their own game. 
beat sb at their own game British, 
American & Australian *« He's always 
playing practical jokes on other people so 
just for once, I felt I'd beaten him at his 
own game. 

save your own skin 
to protect yourself from danger or 
difficulties, without worrying about other 
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people ù He saved his own skin by telling 
them his partner had taken the money. 


tell its own tale British & Australian >< 
if something tells its own tale, it shows 
the truth about a situation « She may 
smile in public, but the expression in her 
eyes tells its own tale. 
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p 

mind/watch your p's and q's old-fashioned 
to make an effort to be polite « You always 
felt as if you had to mind your p’s and q's 
with Auntie Lil. 

pace 

can't stand/take the pace 
to be unable to do things well when you 
are under a lot of pressure « Jf he can't 
stand the pace he shouldn't be doing the 
job — it's as simple as that. 

set the pace 
if someone sets the pace in a particular 
activity, they do it very well or very 
quickly and other people try to do the 
same * (often + for) America’s reforms 
have set the pace for European finance 
ministers. + For many years this company 
has set the pace in the communications 
industry. 

paces 

put sb through their paces 
to test someone's skills or knowledge 
* This fitness contest will really put the 
guys through their paces. 

pack 

a pack rat American 
someone who collects things that they do 
not need » For me there could be nothing 
worse than living with a pack rat. 

be ahead of the pack 
to be more successful than other people 
who are trying to achieve the same things 
as you ¢ At this stage in the campaign, the 
Democratic candidate is way ahead of the 
pack. 

packed T 

be packed like sardines 7 
if people are packed like sardines, there 
are a large number of them in a small 


pains 


space e There were twenty people packed 
like sardines into a van. 

packing 

send sb packing informal 
to tell someone to go away, usually 
because you are annoyed with them 
* There were some kids at the door asking 
for money, but I sent them packing. 


page 

turn the page a 
to begin to behave in a more positive way 
after a period of difficulties » It’s time to 
put this tragedy to rest and turn the page 
to a new and happier chapter of our lives. 

paid 

put paid to sth British & Australian 
to suddenly stop someone from being 
able to do what they want or hope to do 
* A serious back injury put paid to her 
tennis career: 

pain 

be a pain in the arse/backside British & 
Australian, very informal 

be a pain in the ass/butt American & 
Australian, very informal > 
to be very annoying * I can't stand my 
brother-in-law. He's a real pain in the arse. 
* Getting up for work at 5 a.m. is a pain in 
theass. 

be a pain in the neck informal X, 
to be very annoying * My little sister won't 
leave me alone. She's a real pain in the 
neck. 

on/under pain of death formal 
if you are told to do something on pain of 
death, you will be killed if you do not do 
it* They had been told to leave their homes 
by noon on pain of death. 

pains " 

beatpainstodosth ~ 
totry very hard to make sure that you tell 
someone the correct information about 
something and that they understand it 
* The management was at great pains to 
stress that there are no plans for closing 
down the factory. 

go to/take great pains to do sth 
to try very hard to do something e J went 
to great pains to get this record for you. 


painting 


painting 

be like painting the Forth Bridge British 
if repairing or improving something is 
like painting the Forth Bridge, it takes 
such a long time that by the time you 
have finished doing it, you have to start 
again © The Forth Bridge is a very 
large bridge in Edinburgh. « Home 
improvements are a bit like painting the 
Forth Bridge. By the time you've finished 


the kitchen, the bathroom needs 
decorating and so it goes on. 
pair 


have a [fine/good etc.] pair of lungs 
humorous 
if you say that a baby has a good pair of 
lungs, you mean that they can cry very 
loudly * Well she's got a fine pair of lungs, 
I'll say that for her! 


pale 

be beyond the pale 
if someone's behaviour is beyond the 
pale, it is not acceptable * Her recent 
conduct is beyond the pale. 
go beyond the pale * His behaviour at 
the meeting was going beyond the pale. 


cast a pall on/over sth 
if an unpleasant event or piece of news 
casts a pall on something, it spoils it 
* News of her sudden death cast a pall on 
the awards ceremony. 


palm 

grease sb's palm 
to give money to someone in authority in 
order to persuade them to do something 
for you, especially something wrong 
* Drug barons were greasing the palm of 
thechief of police. 

have sb in the palm of your hand 

have sb eating out of the palm of your 
hand 
to have so much control over someone 
that they will do whatever you want them 
to do * She's got her boyfriend eating out 
of the palm of her hand. * It was such an 
amazing performance - he had the 
audience in the palm of his hand. 
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palsy-walsy 

palsy-walsy British & Australian, informal 
if two people are palsy-walsy, they seem 
very friendly, usually in a way that is not 
sincere « Those two have been getting very 
palsy-walsy lately. e (sometimes + with) 
She's all palsy-walsy with the boss these 
days. 


pandora 


open a Pandora's box 
to do something that causes a lot of new 
problems that you did not expect £» In 
old Greek stories, Zeus (- the king of the 
gods) gave Pandora a box that he told her 
not to open, but she did open it and all the 
troubles in the world escaped from it. 
* (often + of) Sadly, his reforms opened a 
Pandora's box of domestic problems. 

panic 

panic stations British & Australian, 
informal 
a time when you feel extremely anxious 
and you must act quickly because 
something needs to be done urgently « No 
matter how organized you think you are, 
one hour before the show starts it's panic 
stations. 


hit/press/push the panic button 
to do something quickly without 
thinking about it in order to deal with a 
difficult or worrying situation * (often 
negative) We may have lost the last three 
games but we're not pushing the panic 
button yet. 

pants 

[beat/bore/scare etc.] the pants off sb 
informal 
if someone or something beats, bores, 
scares etc. the pants off someone, they 
beat, bore, or scare them completely * J 
hate sunbathing. It bores the pants off me. 
* Horror films scare the pants off me. 


paper 
a paper chase American & Australian 
the activity of dealing with many 
different documents in order to achieve 
something * To receive even the smallest 
amount of financial aid from a college, 
it’s a real paper chase. 
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a paper tiger 
a country or organization that seems 
powerful but is not « Will the United 
Nations be able to make any difference, or 
is it just a paper tiger? 

a paper trail American & Australian 
documents which show what someone 
has been doing * He was easy to find, he 
lefta paper trail a mile wide. 

not be worth the paper it's/they're 
printed/written on 
if an agreement or decision is not worth 
the paper it is written on, it has no value 
or importance » A qualification like that 
isn't worth the paper it's written on. 

on paper 
if something seems good or true on 
paper, it seems to be good or true when 
youread or think about it but it might not 
be good or true in a real situation * She 
looked good on paper but was one of the 
weakest interviewees we saw today. + On 
paper it could work, but I won't be 
convinced until I see it for myself 


par 

be below par 

not be up to par 

1to be below the usual or expected 
standard » His performance yesterday was 
definitely below par. « For some reason her 
work this week hasn't been up to par. 

2 to be slightly ill « Do you mind if we put 
our meeting off till tomorrow? I'm feeling 
a bit below par today. « After a sleepless 

night, I wasn't quite up to par. 


parade P 

rain on sb’s parade X 
to do something that spoils someone's 
plans ¢ I’m sorry to rain on your parade, 
but you're not allowed to have alcohol on 
the premises. 


part 


pardon 

Pardon me for breathing/living! 
informal 
something that you say when you are 
angry with someone because they are 
always criticizing you or getting annoyed 
with you * ‘If you're just going to get in 
my way, James, can you leave the kitchen?' 
‘Oh, pardon me for breathing, I'm sure!’ 


par excellence 


sb/sth par excellence 
someone or something par excellence is 
the best or most extreme example of its 
type e China is the destination par 
excellence for the young and trendy these 
days. 

parkinson 

Parkinson's law 
the idea that the work you have to do will 
increase to fill all of the time you have to 
do it in ¢ Jf you tell him you want the work 
done by tomorrow, he'll get it done this 
afternoon, if you tell him next Thursday, 
he'll spend a week on it. It's Parkinson's 
law. 


parrot-fashion 


parrot-fashion British & Australian 
if you learn something parrot-fashion, 
you are able to repeat the words, but you 
do not understand their meaning © A 
parrot is a bird that can repeat words and 
noises it has just heard. e When I went to 
Sunday school, we had to recite passages 
from the Bible parrot-fashion. 

part > 

part and parcel ~ 
if something is part and parcel of an 
experience, it is a necessary part of that 
experience which cannot be avoided 
* Being recognised in the street is all part 
and parcel of being famous. 

be (all) part of life's rich 
pageanttapestry literary 
if you say that a bad or difficult 
experience is all part of life's rich 
tapestry, you mean that you must accept 
it because it is a part of life that cannot 
be avoided £» A tapestry is a piece of 
cloth with a picture in it that usually 


parting 


represents a story. « Having kids certainly 
causes problems, but that's all part of 
life's rich tapestry. 

be part of the furniture informal 
if someone or something is part of the 
furniture in a place, they have been there 
for so long that they seem to be a natural 
part of that place ù I’ve been working in 
this office for so long I'm part of the 
furniture now. * (sometimes + of) He had 
become part of the furniture of British 
politics. 

look the part 
to look suitable for a particular situation 
* If you want to get a job as a fashion 
buyer, it helps if you look the part. 

take sb's part old-fashioned 
to support someone in an argument or 
disagreement » For once, my brother took 
my part in the argument. 


parting 

a parting shot 
a remark that you say as you are leaving 
somewhere so that it has a strong effect 
* Her parting shot was ‘I’m going to spend 
the evening with people who appreciate my 
company!” 

the parting of the ways 
the point at which two people or 
organizations separate e The parting of 
the ways came after a series of 
disagreements between the manager and 
the group’s singer. 

partner 

sleeping partner British 

silent partner American & Australian 
someone who is closely involved with a 
company, and often provides money for 
it, but is not a manager of it « He was an 
extremely wealthy man, and she was 
hoping he might become a sleeping 
partner in their new vineyards. 


partners 


partners in crime humorous 
if two people are partners in crime, they 
have done something bad together 
* She'd kept watch and made sure no one 
saw us while I actually took the bike so we 
were partners in crime. 


past it now. 
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party 

Sb's party piece British 
something funny or strange that 
someone often does to entertain other 
people in social situations « Chris can 
wiggle his ears — it's his party piece. 

a party animal informal 
someone who likes going to parties a lot 
and goes to as many as possible e She was 
a real party animal at college. I don't 
remember her ever staying in in the 
evening. 

a party pooper humorous 
someone who spoils other people's 
enjoyment of social activities by being 
unhappy or by refusing to become 
involved « Tim called me a party pooper 
because I left the party just after midnight. 

piss on sb's party British & Australian, 
very informal 
to do something that spoils someone's 
plans » I don't want to piss on your party 
but next week Malc and I won't be here. 

pass 

make a pass at sb 
to speak to or touch someone in a way 
that shows you would like to start a 
sexual relationship with them « He made 
a pass at her at Simon's party. 


past 

be past your sell-by date 
if someone is past their sell-by date, they 
are not wanted or useful any more 
because they are too old Æ A sell-by date 
isa date put on food products to show the 
latest date that they can be sold. + There's 
plenty of time to have a baby, I'm not past 
my sell-by date yet. 

be past it informal 
to be too old for a particular activity « He 
was a great footballer in his day, but he's 


pasture 


put sb out to pasture 
to make someone stop working at their 
job because they are too old to be useful 
* He felt he was still too young to be put out 
to pasture. 


pastures 


pastures new British 

new pastures American & Australian 
if someone goes to pastures new, they 
leave their job or home in order to go to a 
new one * Tom’s off to pastures new. He's 
got a transfer to Australia. 


pat 

a pat on the back X 
if you give someone a pat on the back, 
you praise them for something good that 
they have done * (often + for) She 
deserves a pat on the back for keeping 
things going while you were away. 
pat sb on the back * Too many people are 
patting the players on the back and telling 
them how great they are. 


learn sth off pat British, American & 
Australian 

learn sth down pat American 
tolearn something so well that you do not 
have to think about how to do or say it 
* All the answers he'd learned off pat for 
the interview sounded unconvincing now. 
have sth off pat British, American & 
Australian 
have sth down pat American * I've given 
the same speech so many times I have 
(= know) it down pat now. 


stand pat American, informal 

sit pat Australian, informal 
to refuse to make any changes * Our 
advice to investors is, stand pat — the 
recession will soon be over: 


patch 


not be a patch on sb/sth British & 
Australian 
to not be as good as someone or 
something else * It’s a reasonably 
entertaining film but it's not a patch on 
‘Bladerunner’. 
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pea-brained 


path 

beat a path to sb’s door 
to be very eager to speak to someone and 
do business with them ¢ Put that ad in the 
paper and you'll have half the town 
beating a path to your door. 

cross sb's path 
to meet someone, especially by accident 
* If he ever crosses my path again, I'll kill 
him. 


paths 

Sb's paths cross 
if two people's paths cross, they meet by 
chance * It was a pleasure to meet you. I 
hope our paths cross again soon. 


patience 


the patience of Job/a saint 
alot of patience © Job was a character 
in the bible who still trusted God even 
though a lot of bad things happened to 
him. * You need the patience of a saint to 
bea teacher. 


patter 


the patter of tiny feet humorous 
something that you say which means that 
someone is going to have a baby « I bet it 
won't be long till we hear the patter of tiny 
feet. 


pause 


give sb pause (for thought) formal 
if something gives you pause, it is 
surprising or worrying and it makes you 
think more carefully about something 
* It was a tragedy which gave us all pause 
for thought. 


pay 

hit/strike pay dirt American & Australian 
to achieve or discover something 
important or valuable « She finally hit 
pay dirt with her third novel which 
quickly became a best seller. 


pea-brained 

pea-brained informal 
a pea-brained person is very stupid 
* (always before noun) Take no notice — 
he's just a pea-brained idiot. 


peace 


peace 

a peace offering 
something that you give to someone to 
show that you are sorry or that you want 
to be friendly, especially after you have 
argued with them * J took Beth some 
flowers as a peace offering. " 

be at peace with the world ~~ 
to be feeling calm and happy because you 
are satisfied with your life « Sitting on the 
terrace, looking out over the olive groves, 
she felt at peace with the world. 


peanuts 

If you pay peanuts, you get monkeys. 
something that you say which means that 
only stupid people will work for you if 
‘you do not pay very much « ‘This 
company is full of incompetents!' ‘Well, if 
you pay peanuts, you get monkeys.’ 


pearl 

a pearl of wisdom  . 
an important piece of advice Æ This 
phrase is usually used humorously to 
mean the opposite. e Thank you for 
that pearl of wisdom, Jerry. Now do you 
think you could suggest something more 
useful? 


pearls 


cast pearls before swine literary 
to offer something valuable to someone 
who does not understand that it is 
valuable ¢ Giving him advice is just 
casting pearls before swine. He doesn't 
listen. 


pearly 

the pearly gates humorous 
the entrance to heaven, where some 
people believe you go when you die » 7'I/ 
meet you at the pearly gates and we can 
compare notes. 


pear-shaped 

go pear-shaped British & Australian, 
informal 
if a plan goes pear-shaped, it fails « We'd 
arranged to be in France that weekend but 
it all went pear-shaped. 
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pebble 


not be the only pebble on the beach 
to not be the only person who is 
important in a situation or in a group 
* Laura always expects to get her own way. 
It's time she learned that she’s not the only 
pebble on the beach. 


pecker 


Keep your pecker up! British, informal 
something that you say to someone in 
order to tell them to be happy when 
something unpleasant is happening to 
them e» I know things are hard, love, but 
keep your pecker up. 


pecking 


a pecking order 
the order of importance of the people in 
a group or an organization e There's a 
clearly established pecking order in this 
office. 


pedestal 


put sb on a pedestal 

to believe that someone is perfect * The 
way her father put her on a pedestal just 
made her want to behave badly. 

opposite knock sb off their pedestal 
* This recent scandal has really knocked 
the President off his pedestal. (- shown 
people that he is not perfect) 


peeping 


a peeping Tom 
a man who secretly watches women 
while they are taking their clothes off or 
having sex ¢ I always close the curtains in 
case there are any peeping Toms across the 
road. 


peg 


bring sb down a peg or two 
to do something to show someone that 
they are not as good as they thought they 
were * He's one of these super-confident 
types who really needs to be brought down 
a peg or two. 
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pegged 

have sb pegged mainly American 
to know exactly what kind of person 
someone is ù He thinks we're all taken in 
by his charm, but I've got him pegged. 


pell-mell 


pell-mell 
very quickly and without control » She 
ran pell-mell down the stairs and out of 
the house. 
pell-mell ¢ Local residents have banded 
together to protest about the pell-mell pace 
of development in the area. 


pen 


The pen is mightier than the sword. 

formal 

something that you say which means 
thinking and writing have more 
influence on people and events than the 
use of force or violence ù Reason is our 
greatest weapon against such tyrants. The 
pen is mightier than the sword. 


put pen to paper 
to start to write something « I keep 
meaning to write to her but I haven't yet 
managed to put pen to paper: 


penny 


penny ante American 
of little value or importance « He was 
proposing some penny ante increase in 
child-care that amounted to an extra ten 
dollars a week. « We were burgled but they 
didn't take much -just penny ante stuff in 
the front office. 

A penny for your thoughts. 

A penny for them. 
something that you say in order to ask 
someone who is being very quiet what 
they are thinking about * A penny for 
your thoughts.' 'Oh, I was just thinking 
about how to tell him I'm leaving.’ 


A penny saved is a penny earned. 
something that you say which means it is 
wise to save money * I'd advise anyone to 
put aside a proportion of their earnings — 
a penny saved is a penny earned. 


the penny drops British & Australian 
if you say the penny drops, you mean 
that you have finally understood 
something ¢ 7t was only when I saw Ron's 
car outside Penny's house that the penny 
finally dropped and I realised they were 
having an affair. 

be ten/two a penny British & Australian 
to be very common * TYV cookery shows 
seem to be ten a penny these days. 5< 


In for a penny, (in for a pound). British 

& Australian 

something that you say when you have 
decided to become very involved in an 
activity, and to put a lot of money or 
effort into it ù» J’ve put all my savings into 
this new venture. In for a penny, in for a 
pound. 


spend a penny British & Australian, 
informal 
if you say you are going to spend a penny, 
you mean you are going to go to the toilet 
* Excuse me, I must go and spend a penny. 


penny-wise 

be penny-wise and pound-foolish old- 
fashioned 
to be extremely careful about small 
amounts of money and not careful 
enough about larger amounts of money 
* Saving a little bit of money on repairs 
can lead to long-term damage. You don't 
want to be penny-wise and pound-foolish, 
now do you? 


people 

People who live in glass houses 
(shouldn't throw stones). 
something that you say which means 
people should not criticize other people 
for faults that they have themselves 
* He's always criticizing Rick for the way 
he treats his wife and I feel like saying, 
people who live in glass houses shouldn't 
throw stones. 


pep 
a pep talk 
a speech that you give to people in order 
to encourage them to work harder or win 


per capita 


a competition s J thought I'd give the lads 
a pep talk before the match. 


per capita 

per capita 
for each person in a country or area 
* France and Germany both invest more 
per capita in public transport than 
Britain. 

perch 

fall off your perch British, old-fashioned, 
humorous 
to die « By the time I fall off my perch, 
Britain may well be a republic. 

knock sb off their perch British & 
Australian 
to make someone fail or lose their leading 
position « Will Rovers win the European 
Cup and knock United off their perch? 


person 

about/on your person formal 
if you have something about your 
person, you are carrying it with you, 
often hidden in your clothing « She had a 
small tape recorder concealed about her 
person. 


persona non grata 

persona non grata formal 
someone who is not acceptable or not 
welcome e He published a book criticizing 
the war and was instantly declared 
persona non grata by the authorities. 


pet 

Sb's pet hate British & Australian 

Sb's pet peeve American 
something that you do not like at all « A 
pet hate of ours is telephone salesmen who 
phone just as we're sitting down to watch 
TV © Cleaning the bathroom is my pet 
peeve. 


peter 

rob Peter to pay Paul 
to borrow money from someone in order 
to give to someone else the money that 
you already owe them ¢ Then I'd take out 
another loan to pay my debts, robbing 
Peter to pay Paul. 
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pew 


Take a pew. British & Australian, 
humorous 
if you tell someone to take a pew, you are 
asking them to sit down « Come in and 
take a pew. 


phrase 


to coin a phrase 
something that you say before you use 
a phrase which sounds slightly silly 
* He was, to coin a phrase, as sick as a 
parrot. 

pick 

pick and mix British 
to combine things that are not similar, 
especially things that do not go well 
together Æ Pick’n’mix is a system in 
shops where people can choose a few of 
several different types of sweets. 
* Increasingly, students are being given 
total freedom to pick and mix different 
modules on their courses. 
pick-and-mix » (always before noun) 
People no longer give their loyalty to 
just one band. The pick-and-mix approach 
to music is much more common these 
days. 


pick up the bill/tab informal 
to pay for something, often something 
that is not your responsibility « When we 
go out for dinner it’s always Jack who 
picks up the bill. e (often + for) It's the 
taxpayer who picks up the tab for all these 
crazy government schemes. 


the pick of sth 
the best of a group of things or people 
© Send in your poems and we will print the 
pick of the bunch. 


have your pick of sth 
if you can have your pick of a group of 
things, you can have the one you want 
* The plane was fairly empty, so we had 
our pick of the seats. 
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pickle 


be in a (pretty/right) pickle old- 
fashioned, informal 
to be in a difficult situation e Jf you run 
out of money in the middle of your stay 
you'll be in a right pickle. 

pick-me-up 

a pick-me-up informal 
something that makes you feel better, 
especially a drink or medicine » J needed 
a pick-me-up so I stopped at a bar on my 
way home. 


picnic 

be no picnic 
to be difficult or unpleasant e Being a 
single parent is no picnic. 

make sth seem like a picnic 
if a difficult experience makes another 
experience seem like a picnic, it makes it 
seem very easy because it is much more 
difficult « University makes school seem 
likea picnic. 


picture 

be out of the picture 
to not be involved in a particular 
situation * Withers is out of the picture 
with a leg injury, so Jackson is in goal 
today. 
opposite be in the picture * Although 
Derek has handed over control of the 
company to his son, he's still very much in 
the picture. 

be the picture of [health/innocence etc.] 
to look very healthy, innocent, etc. « I 
can't believe there's anything seriously 
wrong with him - he's the picture of 
health. 

get the picture informal 
to understand a situation e ‘He doesn't 
want her but he doesn't want anyone 
else to have her, you know?’ T get the 
picture.’ 

paint a [bleak/rosy etc.] picture of sth 
to describe a situation in a particular 
way * The article paints a bleak 
(= hopeless) picture of the future. « He 
painted a rosy (= happy) picture of family 
life. 


piece 


put sb in the picture 
to explain to someone what is happening 
* Jim had no idea what was going on until 
Iput him in the picture. 
keep sb in the picture » TII be counting 
on you to keep me in the picture while I’m 
away. 


picture-perfect 

picture-perfect American 
perfect in appearance or quality « He 
built a dream house in a picture-perfect 
neighborhood. + Cloudless sky, brilliant 
sunshine — the weather was picture- 
perfect. 


pie 

pieinthesky ~^ 
if an idea or plan is pie in the sky, it 
seems good but is not likely to be 
achieved ¢ Those plans of his to set up his 
own business are just pie in the sky. 


piece 

be (all) of a piece 
if one thing is all of a piece with another 
thing, it is suitable or right for that 
thing * (often + with) These prices are 
all of a piece with the quality of the 
goods, 

be a piece of cake British, American & 
Australian 

be a piece of piss British, very informal 
to be very easy * ‘How was the test?’ A 
piece of cake!’ « The interview was a piece 
of piss. 

give sb a piece of your mind informal 
to speak angrily to someone because they 
have done something wrong * I’ve had 
enough of him coming home late. I’m 
going to give him a piece of my mind when 
he gets in tonight. 

say your piece 
to express your opinion about something, 
especially something that you do not like 
* I don't feel there's anything more I can 
add now — I've said my piece. 

take a piece out of sb Australian, 
informal 
to speak angrily to someone because they 
have done something wrong * Jill just 


pièce de résistance 


took a piece out of Ben for being late 
again. 


piéce de résistance 


the piéce de résistance 
the best or most important thing in a 
group or series « The pièce de résistance of 
his act was to make a car vanish on stage. 


pieces 

go/fall to pieces 

1 if someone goes to pieces, they become so 
upset that they are unable to control 
their feelings or think clearly » I kept my 
composure throughout the funeral, but I 
went to pieces after everyone had gone 
home. 

2 to suddenly fail completely « After 
winning the British Open last year, his 
game has really gone to pieces. 

pick up the pieces X 
to try to get back to an ordinary way of 
life after a difficult experience * After 
Ruth's death, Joe found it hard to pick up 
the pieces and carry on with his life. 

pick/pull sb/sth to pieces 
to criticize someone or something very 
severely, often in a way that is not fair 
* It’s discouraging because every time I 
show him a bit of work I’ve done he picks 
it to pieces. 


pied-a-terre 


a pied-a-terre 

a small apartment or house in a city 
which belongs to someone whose main 
home is somewhere else and which they 
have so that they can visit the city 
whenever they want « He has a pied-à- 
terre in Mayfair and a five-bedroom house 
in Dorset. 


pie-eyed 

be pie-eyed old-fashioned 
to be drunk * After only two bottles of 
cider they were completely pie-eyed. 


pig 

a pig in a poke 
something that you buy or accept 
without first seeing it or knowing what it 
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islike, with the result that it might not be 
what you want « Clothes from a catalogue 
are a pig in a poke. You can't feel the 
quality of the fabric or know if the clothes 
will fit. 


eat like a pig informal 
to eat a lot, or to eat noisily and 
unpleasantly * Christine is one of those 
lucky people who can eat like a pig and 
still stay thin. 


in a pig's eye American, informal 
something that you say which means you 
think there is no chance that something 
is true or that something will happen 
* Me, in love with Sandra? In a pig's eyeI 
am. 

make a pig of yourself informal >< 
to eat too much » J made a real pig of 
myself at Christmas so I'm on a diet 
again. 


make a pig's ear of sth/doing sth British, 
informal 
to do something very badly * Tim made 
a right pig's ear of putting those shelves 
up. 

Pig's arse! Australian, very informal 
something that you say when you do not 
believe what someone has just told you 
* She told you she was pregnant? Pig's 
arse! — don't believe a word she says. 


sweat like a pig informal 
to sweat (= have liquid coming out of 
your skin) a lot « J was so nervous, I was 
sweating like a pig. 


pigeon 

be sb's pigeon British & Australian, old- 
fashioned 
if something is someone's pigeon, they 
are responsible for it « Finance isn't my 
pigeon. Ask Brian about that. 


piggy 

piggy in the middle British & Australian 
someone who is between two people or 
groups who are arguing but who does 
not want to agree with either of them 
* It’s awful. They argue the whole time 
and I always end up as piggy in the 
middle. 
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pigs 

Pigs might fly. British, American & 
Australian, informal 

Pigs can fly. American, informal 
something that you say which means you 
think there is no chance at all of 
something happening e T'I pay you back 
on Friday, I promise.' 'Yeah, and pigs 
might fly." 


pike 

come down the pike American 
to happen or appear £> Pike is short for 
‘turnpike’ in American English and 
means a large, main road. 
* Mainourished children are liable to 
catch any disease that comes down the 
pike. 

down the pike American 
if an event is a particular period of time 
down the pike, it will not happen until 
that period of time has passed * Five 
years doun the pike, they'll probably have 
a kid or two. 


pill 

sugar/sweeten the pill British, American 
& Australian 

sugar-coat the pill American 
to make something bad seem less 
unpleasant « The government have cut 
income tax to sweeten the pill of a tough 
budget. 


pillar 


from pillar to post British & Australian 
if someone goes from pillar to post, they 
are forced to keep moving from one place 
to another © After his mother died, Billy 
was passed from pillar to post and ended 
up ina children's home. 


pillow 


pillow talk informal 
conversations that people who are in 
love have when they are in bed together 
* She enjoyed most the quiet time 
they spent together after they had 
made love, the pillow talk, the shared 
embraces. 


pinch-hit 


pills 

pop pills 
to take too many pills * (usually in 
continuous tenses) Soon she was popping 
pills again in an effort to cope with the 
increasing pressure of her job. 
pill-popping * As their relationship fell 
apart, his pill-popping started to get 
seriously out of control. 


pin 

pin sth on sb 
to blame someone for something, 
especially something they did not do 
* The police tried to pin the murder on the 
dead woman’s husband. 


pin money 
a small amount of money that you earn 
and spend on things for yourself * She 
has a part-time job that gives her pin 
money for extra treats for herself and the 
kids. 

You could have heard a pin drop. 
something that you say in order to 
describe a situation where there was 
complete silence, especially because 
people were very interested or very 
surprised by what was happening 
* Margaret's ex-husband turned up at the 
wedding. Honestly, you could have heard a 
pin drop. 


pinch 


at a pinch British & Australian x 

in a pinch American : 
if something can be done at a pinch, it is 
possible in an urgent situation but it is 
difficult « Will's car can take four people 
comfortably, five at a pinch. 


feel the pinch 
to have problems with money because 
you are earning less than before + When 
my father lost his job and we had to live on 
my mother's earnings, we really started to 
feel the pinch. 


pinch-hit 


pinch-hit American 
to do something for someone because 


pink 


they are suddenly unable to do it « (often 
* for) He was pinch-hitting for one of the 
regular TV sportscasters, and was a great 
success. 


pink 


a pink slip American 
a letter from your employer which tells 
you that you do not have a job any more 
* It was Christmas time when Miller got 
his pink slip from the company. 


the pink pound British 

the pink dollar American 
the money that is spent by people who are 
homosexual (- attracted to people of 
their own sex), especially on 
entertainment * Further proof of the 
strength of the pink pound can be seen in 
Brighton, where there are numerous 
successful gay clubs. 

be in the pink old-fashioned ~~ 
to be very healthy » I wasn't well last 
week, but I'm back in the pink, I'm pleased 
to say. 


pink-collar 

pink-collar American 
pink-collar jobs are jobs that women 
usually do, often in offices and for little 
money * Most women returning to work 
after raising children, head for pink- 
collar jobs in sales and service. 


pins 

be on pins and needles American & 
Australian 
to be nervously waiting to see what is 
going to happen * We're on pins and 
needles waiting to hear whether she got 
the job. 

have pins and needles 
to feel slight, sharp pains in a part of 
your body when you move it after it has 
been kept still for a period of time e (often 
* in) I’ve been sitting on my leg for the last 
hour and now I've got pins and needles in 
my foot. 


pipe 
a pipe dream 
an idea that could never happen because 


pipeline 
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it is impossible « The classless society is 
just a pipe dream. 

Put/stick that in your pipe and smoke it! 
informal 
an impolite way of telling someone that 
they must accept what you have just said 
even if they do not like it e Well, I’m going 
anyway, so put that in your pipe and 
smoke it! 


piper 


He who pays the piper calls the tune. 
something that you say which means that 
the person who provides the money for 
something can decide how it should be 
done * You may not agree with Mr Brown 
but he funded this venture, and he who 
pays the piper calls the tune. 


pipped 

be pipped at/to the post British & 
Australian 
to be beaten in a competition or race by a 
very small amount e T’d have won quite a 
lot of money but my horse was pipped to 
the post. 


piss 

Piss or get off the can/pot! American, 
taboo 
something that you say to someone when 
you want them to make a decision and 
take action without any more delay 
* Make your mind up. It's time to piss or 
get off the pot! 

be (out) on the piss British & Australian, 
very informal 
to be in bars, drinking a lot of alcohol « J 
haven't seen Phil this morning. I think he 
was out on the piss again last night. 
go (out) on the piss British & 
Australian, very informal e We're going 
out on the piss tonight — you coming? 
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take the piss 

1 British & Australian, very informal to 
make a joke about someone or to make 
someone look silly * (often + out of) 
They're always taking the piss out of her 
because she's a Barry Manilow fan. * ‘You 
should wear miniskirts more often - 
you've got the legs for them.’ Are you 
taking the piss?’ 

a piss-take British & Australian, very 
informal * Have I really won or is this a 
piss-take? 

2 British & Australian, very informal to 
treat someone badly in order to get what 
you want e Four pounds an hour is taking 
the piss. « £50 for that old thing? That's 
just taking the piss. 


piss-artist 

a piss-artist 

1 British & Australian, informal someone 
who tries to make people believe they 
have knowledge about a subject, but who 
really does not know much about it 
* Those so-called multi-media consultants 
were just a bunch of piss-artists. 

2 British & Australian, informal someone 
who is often drunk ¢ He's a nice enough 
bloke but he's a real piss-artist. 


pissed 


pissed out of your head/mind/skull very 
informal 
very drunk * Anna was pissed out of her 
mind -she couldn't even walk. 


as pissed as a fart British & Australian, 
very informal 
as pissed as a newt British, very informal 


very drunk * Peter came home from the 
pub pissed as a fart. 


piss-up 

couldn't organize a piss-up in a brewery 
British & Australian, very informal 
if someone couldn't organize a piss-up in 
a brewery they are very bad at 
organizing things > A piss-up is a social 
occasion where everyone drinks a lot of 
alcohol, and a brewery is a place where 
beer is made. * For god's sake don't ask 


place 


Martin to make the arrangements. He 
couldn't organize a piss-up in a brewery. 


a piss-up very informal 
a social occasion where everyone drinks 
alot of alcohol « The party was a complete 
piss-up. 

pit 

a pit stop mainly American, informal 
a short stop that you make on a long car 
journey in order to rest, eat and go to the 
toilet « Clean toilets and a nice place to eat 


are what drivers are looking for when they 
make a pit stop. 


pitch 


make a pitch forsth >< 
to try to persuade people to support you 
or give you something e The union madea 
pitch for a reduction in working hours. 


queer sb's pitch British & Australian 
to spoil someone's chances of doing 
something « She queered my pitch by 
asking for promotion before I did. 


pitched 
a pitched battle 


an angry fight or argument « There was a 
pitched battle between police and rioters. 


place 


a/sb's place in the sun 
a job or situation that makes you happy 
and that provides you with all the money 
and things that you want * After 
struggling for years to make a name for 
himself, he's certainly earned his place in 
the sun. 


as if you own the place ><” 
if someone behaves as if they own the 
place, they behave in an unpleasantly 
confident way ° He walked into the office 
on his first day as if he owned the place. 


be out of place 
if something or someone is out of place, 
they are not right or suitable for the 


places 


situation they are in * A modern building 
can look out of place amongst Victorian 
architecture. « I felt out of place in my 
office clothes, with everyone else wearing 
jeans. 


2 if things fall into place in a situation, 
they happen in a satisfactory way, 
without problems « Jf a project is well- 
planned, everything should fall into place. 

know your place humorous >< 
to accept your low position in society or 
in a group without trying to improve it « J 
just get on with my job and do as I'm told. I 
know my place. 

put sb in their place 
to let someone know that they are not as 
important as they think they are « She 
didn't like my suggestions at all. I was put 
firmly in my place, like a naughty 
schoolgirl. 

scream the place down informal 
to scream very loudly * You can scream 
the place down if you like, but no one will 
hear you. 

places 

go places 
to become very successful * (never in 
simple past tenses) He was such a gifted 
musician, I always knew he would go 
places. 

plague 

avoid sb/sth like the plague 
to try very hard to avoid someone or 
something that you do not like © A 
plague is a serious disease which kills 
many people. ù I'm nota fan of parties—in 
fact I avoid them like the plague. 

plain 

a plain Jane 
a woman or girl who is not attractive » Jf 
she'd been a plain Jane, she wouldn't have 
had all the attention. 
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be as plain as the nose on your face old- 
fashioned 
to be very obvious » There's no doubt that 
he's interested in her. It's as plain as the 
nose on your face. 


planet 

be (living) on another planet informal 
if you say that someone is on another 
planet, you mean they do not notice what 
is happening around them and behave 
differently from other people « He doesn't 
always make much sense. It's like he's on 
another planet half the time. 
What planet is sb on? informal * Of 
course we can't afford any more staff 
What planet is she on? 


plank 


walk the plank 

to be forced to leave your job £» In the 
past, people on ships who had committed 
crimes were forced to walk to the end of a 
plank (- a long flat piece of wood) and go 
over the side of the ship into the water. 
* Several Cabinet Ministers have been 
forced to walk the plank following the 
latest Government scandal. 


plate 


give/hand sth to sb on a plate X 
to let someone get something very easily, 
without having to work for it « You can't 
expect everything to be handed to you on a 
plate- you've got to make a bit of effort. 

have a lot/enough on your plate 

have your plate full 
to have a lot of work to do or a lot of 
problems to deal with * I don't want to 
burden my daughter with my problems; 
she's got enough on her plate with her 
husband in prison. « Simon can't take on 
any more work. He's got his plate full as it 
is. 


platter 


give/hand sth to sb on a (silver) platter 
to let someone get something very easily, 


303 plughole 


without having to work for it « Jf you sell 
your share in the company now, you're 
handing the ownership to him on a silver 
platter. 


play 

a play on words 
a type of joke using a word or phrase that 
has two meanings e It’s a play on words - I 
suppose by calling a hairdresser's A Cut 
Above’ they were hoping to give 
themselves a more sophisticated image. 


bring sth into play 
to begin to involve or use something in 
order to help you do something *« Even 
bringing into play all the resources 
available would not resolve the immediate 
shortfall in production. 

make (a) great play of sth 

make a big play of sth 
to do something in a way that makes 
people notice what you are doing, often in 
order to make it seem more important 
than it really is « She made great play of 
ignoring me when I spoke to her. 

make a play for sb 
to try to start a romantic relationship 
with someone « Jf I wasn't happily 
married, I might make a play for him 
myself. 

make a play for sth 
to try to get something ¢ Jt was rumoured 
that he would make a play for the 
director’s post. 


bd 


plea 


cop a plea American, informal 
to admit that you are guilty of a crime in 
order to try to get a less severe 
punishment * The police hoped the men 
would cop a plea and testify against the 
ringleaders in return for reduced 
sentences. 


pleased 


be as pleased as Punch old-fashioned 
to be very happy about something 
> Punch is a character in a traditional 
children's entertainment who is always 
happy and excited. e ‘How does Stella feel 


about becoming a granny?' 'She's as 
pleased as Punch.’ 


pledge 

sign/take the pledge humorous 
to decide that you are never going to 
drink alcohol again * Why are you 
drinking Coke? Have you signed the 
pledge or something? 


plenty 

There are plenty more where they/that 
came from. 
something that you say in order to tell 
someone they will easily find another 
person or thing similar to the one they 
have lost * ‘Roger and I split up last 
month.’ ‘Oh, never mind, There are plenty 
more where he came from.’ 


plot 

The plot thickens. kumorous 
something that you say when something 
happens which makes a strange situation 
even more difficult to understand « J had 
assumed the Irishman who keeps phoning 
June was her husband, but it seems her 
husband is American. The plot thickens. 


lose the plot British & Australian, 
humorous 
to become crazy » J was waking up in the 
middle of the night, not knowing who I 
was or where I was. I really thought I was 
losing the plot. 


plug à 

pull the plug A 
to do something which prevents an 
activity from continuing, especially to 
stop giving money * (often + on) Jf the 
viewing figures drop much further, the TV 
company will pull the plug on the whole 
series. 


plughole 

go down the plughole British & 
Australian, informal 
if a plan or work goes down the plughole, 
it fails or is wasted » I'll be so annoyed if 
all my hard work goes down the plughole 
just because he's too lazy to finish his bit 
in time. 


plum 


plum 

speak with a plum in your mouth British. 
& Australian 
if someone speaks with a plum in their 
mouth, they speak in a way that shows 
they are from a very high social group 
* All I can remember is that he was 
overweight and spoke with a plum in his 
mouth. 


plunge 


plus ca change 

plus ca change (plus c'est la méme 
chose) mainly British 

something that you say which means that 
a situation or problem is the same even 
when the people or things involved in it 
have changed * Despite the change in 
government, single mothers are still the 
target of spending cuts. Plus ca change, it 
would seem. 


poacher 

a poacher turned gamekeeper British 
someone whose job seems to involve 
working against the person who is now 
doing the job which they did before ®© A 
poacher illegally kills and steals animals 
on someone else's land, and a 
gamekeeper's job is to stop this from 
happening. * He used to be the the union 
rep but now he's in management — a case of 
poacher turned gamekeeper. 


pocket 

be in sb's pocket 
if you are in someone's pocket, you do 
everything that they want you to do ° The 
school governors are completely in the 
head teacher's pocket. 

be out of pocket 
to have less money than you should have 
* I'll give you the money for my ticket now, 
so you won't be out of pocket. 

dig/dip into your pocket 
to use your own money to pay for 


xX 
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something ¢ Parents of young children 

have to dig deep into their pockets at 
pick sb's pocket 

to steal money from someone's pocket or 

bag * You'd think you'd feel something if 

someone tried to pick your pocket. 


pockets 

line sb's pockets 
if money or a system is lining someone's 
pockets, that person is receiving too 
much money or is receiving money that 
is not intended for them e There's to bean 
investigation following allegations that 
the money raised is lining the pockets of 
officials. 

line your (own) pockets > 
to make a lot of money in a way that is 
not fair or honest * Sharp resigned after 
allegations that he had been lining his 
pockets during his time as company 
director. 

live in each other's pockets 
if people live in each other's pockets, 
they spend too much time together « I 
don't think it's healthy the way those two 
live in each other's pockets. 


poetic 

poetic justice »€ 
if something that happens is poetic 
justice, someone who has done 
something bad is made to suffer in a way 
that seems fair « There is a kind of poetic 
justice in the fact that the country 
responsible for the worst ecological 
disaster this century is the one suffering 
most from its effects. 

poetic license — 
the way in which writers and other 
artists are allowed to ignore rules or 
change facts in their work « It’s obvious 
the writer was using a certain amount of 
poetic licence because the route she 
mentions has been closed for 50 years. 


po-faced 

po-faced British & Australian, informal 
if someone is po-faced, they look very 
serious and unfriendly * The po-faced 
librarian refused to let me in without my 
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card. « Why does she always look so po- 
faced? 


point 


point blank 

1if you refuse point blank, you refuse 
completely and will not change your 
decision * He locked himself in the 
bathroom and refused point blank to come 
out. 
point-blank * (always before noun) 
Journalists were infuriated by her point- 
blank refusal to discuss their divorce. 

2 if you ask or tell someone point blank 
about something that could upset or 
embarrass them, you ask or tell them 
directly * You'll have to ask him 
point blank whether he took the money or 
not. 


point-blank 

at point-blank range 
if someone is shot at point-blank range, 
they are shot from a very short distance 
away e The killers walked into the bar and 
shot him at point-blank range. 

the point of no return 
the time in an activity when you cannot 
stop doing it but must continue to the end 
* And although I was bored, I'd already 
spent so much time doing the research for 
the novel that I felt I'd reached the point 
of no return. 

be beside the point >< 
to be in no way connected to the subject 
that is being discussed * Jan's a nice guy 
but that's beside the point. He doesn't have 
theright experience for the job. 

miss the point 
to fail to understand what is important 
about something * J think you've missed 
the point. It’s not the money that's the 
problem, it's the fact that she's not 
consulting him when she spends it. 


poison 

What's your poison? humorous 
something that you say in order to 
ask someone what they would like to 
drink ¢ It's my round. What's your 
poison? 


politically 


poisoned 

a poisoned chalice British 
something that harms the person it is 
given to although it seemed very good 
when they first got it « The leadership of 
the party turned out to be a poisoned 
chalice. 


poison-pen 

a poison-pen letter 
a letter that has no signature and says 
unpleasant things about the person it is 
sent to * After he was convicted, his family 
received a number of poison-pen letters. 


pole 


be in pole position British & Australian >< 
to be in the best position to win a 
competition 45 In motor racing, pole 
position is the best place a car can start 
from. * (often + to do sth) United are in 
pole position to win the championship this 
year. 


I wouldn't touch sb/sth with a barge 
pole. British & Australian, informal 

I wouldn't touch sb/sth with a ten-foot 
pole. American & Australian, informal 
something that you say which means that 
you think someone or something is so 
bad that you do not want to be involved 
with them in any way * If I were you, I 
wouldn't touch that property with a barge 
pole. 


poles 

be poles apart x 
if two people or things are poles apart, 
they are complete opposites * My sister 
and I are poles apart in personality. + Our 
political views are poles apart. 


political 

a political football 
a problem that politicians from different 
parties argue about and try to use in 
order to get an advantage for themselves 
* We don't want the immigration issue to 
become a political football. 


politically 

politically correct 
avoiding language or statements that 
could be offensive to women, people of 


polls 


other races, or people who are disabled 
(= who cannot use part of their body) * J 
noticed that he never referred to her as his 
‘girlfriend’, preferring the politically 
correct term ‘partner’. 


polls 


go to the polls 
to vote in an election * The country will go 
to the polls on 6th June. 


pomp 
pomp and circumstance 
formal ceremony * The royal visit was 
accompanied by all the usual pomp and 
circumstance. 


poor 

a poor man’s sb/sth 
someone or something that is similar toa 
well-known person or thing but is not as 
good » He was only ever a mediocre singer 
- they used to call him ‘the poor man's 
Frank Sinatra’. + ‘So what did you think 
of the film?’ ‘It was just a poor man’s 
‘Pulp Fiction’.’ 

a poor relation 
someone or something that is believed to 
be less important than another similar 
person or thing * Video, once seen as the 
poor relation of cinema, is now a major 
source of revenue for film companies. 

be as poor as church mice old-fashioned 
to be very poor * When we first got 
married, we were as poor as church mice. 


pork 

pork barrel American, informal 
the action by a government of spending 
money in an area in order to make 
themselves more popular with the people 
there * He was critical of these new, 
expensive job programs as just a form of 
pork barrel. 
pork-barrel American, informal « (always 
before noun) The President needs to find a 
way to block these wasteful pork-barrel 


projects coming from Congress. 
port T 
a port of call 4^ 


a place where you stop for a short time, 
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especially on a journey * Our first port 
of call was the delightful town of Bruges. 
Any port in a storm. 

something that you say which means you 
must accept any help you are offered 
when you are in a difficult situation, 
although you may not want to do this « J 
don't even like him very much, but I had to 
move out of my flat and he offered me a 
place to stay. Any port in a storm, as they 
say. 


possessed 


like a man/woman possessed 
if you do something like a man 
possessed, you do it with a lot of energy 
in a way that is not controlled e He'd lost 
the tickets and was running round the 
house like a man possessed. 


possession 

Possession is nine-tenths of the law. 
something that you say which means that 
if you have something, it is difficult for 
other people to take it away from you « It 
would be hard to ask for the piano back 
after they've had it for so long. Possession 
is nine-tenths of the law and all that. 


possum 


play possum 
to pretend to be dead or sleeping so that 


someone will not annoy or attack you » J 
don't think he's really asleep. He's playing 
possum. 


postal 

go postal American, very informal 
to become very angry, or to suddenly 
behave in a violent and angry way, 
especially in the place where you work 
* My Mom will go postal if I get home late. 
* When she heard she'd been fired she went 
postal and started throwing things 
around the office. 


posted 

keep sb posted 
to make sure that someone always knows 
what is happening * (sometimes + on) 
Keep me posted on anything that happens 
while I'm away. 
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post-haste 


post-haste formal 
as quickly as possible * A letter was 
dispatched post-haste to their offices. 


pot 

the pot calling the kettle black 
something that you say which means 
someone should not criticize another 
person for a fault that they have 
themselves « Elliot accused me of being 
selfish. Talk about the pot calling the 
kettle black! 

gotopot X 
to be damaged or spoilt because of a lack 
of care or effort « My diet has gone to pot 
since the holidays. 

not have a pot to piss in very informal 
to be very poor * Any help we can offer 
them will be appreciated. They don't have 
a pot to piss in. 

takeapotshot ^ 
to criticize someone suddenly * (often + 
at) As the director was finishing his 
speech he took a pot shot at their rival's 
lack of principles. 


take pot luck 
to accept or choose from whatever is 
available, without knowing whether it 
will be good or not » J took pot luck at the 
airport and just got on the first available 
flight. 

throw sth into the pot 
if you throw an idea or a subject into the 
pot, you suggest it for discussion + Right, 
I think we've had enough talk of 
education. Does anyone have anything 
else they want to throw into the pot? 


S 


pots 

pots of money 
alot of money * They've got pots of money 
but they never spend any of it. 


pound 

your pound of flesh 
if someone demands their pound of 
flesh, they make someone give them 
something that they owe them, although 
they do not need it and it will cause 
problems for the other person ££» This 


powers 


phrase comes from Shakespeare's play, 
The Merchant of Venice. e His boss, 
demanding his pound of flesh, made him 
come into work even though his daughter 
was seriously ill. 


powder 

a powder keg 
a situation that could suddenly become 
extremely dangerous 45 A powder keg 
was a wooden container for gunpowder 
(= a substance used for making 
explosions) * We left just before the 
revolution, realizing that we were sitting 
on a powder keg. 


keep your powder dry 
to be ready to take action if necessary 
* All you have to do is keep your powder 
dry and await orders. 

take a powder American, informal 
to leave a place suddenly, especially in 
order to avoid an unpleasant situation 
* He saw the police coming and took a 
powder. 


power 


the power behind the throne 
someone who does not have an official 
position in a government or organization 
but who secretly controls it « In his later 
years, the chairman's daughter was the 
power behind the throne. 


do sb a power of good informal 
to make someone feel much better « That 
walk in the fresh air did me a power of 
good. 


More power to your elbow! British & 
Australian 

More power to you! American & 
Australian 
something that you say to praise 
someone and to say that you hope they 
continue to have success » ‘I’ve decided to 
set up my own business.’ ‘Good for you. 
More power to your elbow!’ 


powers 

the powers that be 
the people who control things but who 
are not known * It’s up to the powers that 
be to decide what should be done next. 


^ 
M 


practice 


practice 

Practice makes perfect. - 
something that you say which means if 
you do something many times you will 
learn to do it very well « You can't expect 
to become a brilliant dancer overnight, 
but practice makes perfect. 


practise 

practise what you preach British & 
Australian 

practice what you preach American 
to do what you advise other people to do 
* I would have more respect for him if he 
practised what he preaches. 


praises 

sing sb's/sth's praises 
to praise someone or something very 
much * You've obviously made a good 
impression on Paul — he was singing your 
praises last night. « Mat seems happy 
enough in Brighton — he's always singing 
its praises. 


prayer 

not have a prayer 
to be not at all likely to succeed e (often + 
of) She hasn't a prayer of winning the 
competition. 


presence 

make your presence felt 
to have a strong effect on other people or 
on a situation * The new police chief has 
really made his presence felt. 


present 

present company excepted British, 
American & Australian, humorous 

present company excluded American, 
humorous 
something that you say which means that 
the criticism you have just made does not 
describe the people who are listening to 
you now * People just don't know how to 
dress in this country present company 
excepted, of course. 


pretty 

Pretty is as pretty does. old-fashioned 
something that you say which means that 
you should judge people by the way they 
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behave, not by their appearance * ‘She’s 
very pretty.' 'Yes, but pretty is as pretty 
does. I haven't been terribly impressed by 
her manners.’ 
not be a pretty sight humorous 
to not be pleasant to look at « First thing 
in the morning, he's not a pretty sight. 
cost (sb) a pretty penny > 
to be very expensive e That diamond ring 
must have cost him a pretty penny. 


prevention 


Prevention is better than cure. British & 
Australian 

An ounce of prevention is worth a 
pound of cure. American 
something that you say which means it is 
better to stop something bad happening 
than it is to deal with it after it has 
happened » More advice is needed on how 
to stay healthy because, as we all know, 
prevention is better than cure. 


price 

ata price 

1 if you can get something at a price, you 
have to pay a lot of money for it « Forged 
passports are available, at a price. 

2 if you can get something at a price, you 
have to accept something unpleasant in 
order to get it * Progress has been 
achieved, but at a price. Many who worked 
on farms and in factories are now without 
jobs. 


at any price 
if you want something at any price, you 
will do whatever you have to do in order 
to get it e We want peace at any price. 

pay the price 
to accept the unpleasant results of what 
you have done « She dropped all her 
friends when she met Steve and now that 
he's gone, she's paying the price. She has 
no one to turn to. * (often + for) I have 
paid the price for working nonstop — my 
health has suffered. 

What price [fame/success/victory etc.]? 
something that you say which means it is 
possible that the fame, success etc. that 
has been achieved was not worth all the 
suffering it has caused * What price 
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victory when so many people have died to 
make it possible? 


pricks 

kick against the pricks British & 
Australian, literary 
to fight against people in authority 
* People in this country tend to follow 
rather than lead. It takes courage to kick 
against the pricks. 


pride 

Pride comes before a fall. British & 
Australian 

Pride goes before a fall. American 
something that you say which means if 
you are too confident about yourself, 
something bad will happen to show you 
that you are not as good as you think you 
are * Just because you did well in your 
exams doesn't mean you can stop working. 
Pride comes before a fall. 

have/take pride of place 
if something takes pride of place, it is in 
the best position to be seen by a lot of 
people * Bella's show-jumping trophies 
take pride of place in the display cabinet. 
give sth pride of place * (usually 
passive) Works by contemporary artists 
are given pride of place in the exhibition. 

swallow your pride 
to accept that you have to do something 
that you think is embarrassing or that 
you think you are too good to do 
* Swallow your pride and call your 
daughter to tell her you're sorry. 


prim 

prim and proper 
someone who is prim and proper behaves 
in a very formal and correct way and is 
easily shocked by anything rude * 7 can't 
quite imagine Ellen drinking pints of beer 
—she's very prim and proper. 


prima donna 

a prima donna 
someone who demands to be treated in a 
special way and is very difficult to please 
o It was my job to take visiting authors out 
to dinner before they gave their talks and 
some of them were real prima donnas. 


prodigal 


prime 

a prime mover 
someone who has a lot of influence in 
starting something important « He was a 
prime mover in developing a new style of 
customer-friendly bookshops in the UK. 


primrose 

the primrose path /iterary 
if you lead someone down the primrose 
path, you encourage them to live an easy 
life that is full of pleasure but bad for 
them e Unable to enjoy his newly acquired 
wealth, he felt he was being led down the 
primrose path that leads to destruction. 


Prince Charming 


Prince Charming humorous 
a woman's Prince Charming is her 
perfect partner « How much time have you 
wasted sitting around waiting for Prince 
Charming to appear? 


print 


the fine/small print 
the part of a printed agreement that is 
printed smaller than the rest but which 
contains very important information 
* Never sign a contract until you have read 
the small print. 


prisoners 

take no prisoners 
if someone takes no prisoners, when 
they try to achieve something they are 
very determined and do not care about 
other people's feelings e When Eric's 
anger is aroused, he takes no prisoners. 


prizes 

no prizes for guessing sth British & 
Australian 
something that you say when it is very 
easy to guess something * (usually + 
question word) No prizes for guessing 
who Neil wants to ask to the party. 


prodigal 

the prodigal son 
a man or boy who left a family or 
organization in order to do something 
they did not approve of and who has now 
returned to them feeling sorry for what 
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he did Æ This phrase comes from the until you have tried it * I’ve read the 
Bible. e Manchester City football club sees proposal and it looks promising, but the 
thereturn of the prodigal son tonight with proof of the pudding is in the eating. 
Black once again in the team after a 


season away. proper 
good/right and proper 
production socially and morally acceptable « There is 
make a production (out) of sth a long-held assumption that motherhood 


to make something seem more is the right and proper path for a woman 
complicated or difficult to do than it is to take. 
* If you ask Tom to do anything, he always 
makes such a production of it that you prophet 
wish you'd just done it yourself a prophet of doom x 
someone who always expects bad things 


program to happen * My father is convinced that 
get with the program American, this venture will fail, but then he's always 
informal been a prophet of doom. 


to accept new ideas and give more 
attention to what is happening now 
* They've been playing the same old music 
for ten years or so — it's time to get with the 
program. 


proportion 


promise 

promise (sb) the moon British, American 
& Australian / 

promise (sb) the earth British & / 
Australian 
to promise something impossible « He 
had promised her the earth but five years 
later they were still living in the same 
small house. 


promised 

thepromisedland — — 
a place that offers a lot of good 
opportunities 45 This phrase comes 
from the Bible. e America was the 


‘ eei protest 
secre land for many immigrant p aoa d 
if someone protests too much, they tell 
promises you more often than is necessary what 
Promises, promises! informal they feel about a situation so that you 


something that you say when someone start to doubt they are sincere 45 This 
says they will do something and you do phrase comes from Shakespeare's play 
not believe them © ‘Honestly, I will call Hamlet. + He constantly denies there is any 


you back this time.’ ‘Promises, promises!’ autobiographical input in his novels, but 
does he protest too much? 
proof 
The proof of the pudding (is in the proud 
eating). do sb proud 


something that you say which meansthat 1 informal to treat someone who is visiting 
you cannot judge the value of something you very well, especially by giving them 
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lots of good food » We had a lovely lunch. 
Rosemary did us proud. 

2 informal to make someone proud of you 
by doing something very well e Once 
again, the armed forces have done us 
proud. 


pub 

a pub crawl British & Australian, 
informal 
an occasion on which you go to several 
different pubs (= type of bar found in 
Britain) in order to drink alcohol « J 
thought we might go on a pub crawl 
tonight. 


public 

public enemy number one 
someone or something that many people 
do not like or approve of » Inflation has 
been public enemy number one for this 
government. 

be in the public eye 
if someone is in the public eye, they are 
famous and are written about in 
newspapers and magazines and seen on 
television * It’s not always easy being in 
the public eye. 


> 


pudding 

be in the pudding club British, old- 
fashioned 
to be pregnant * Tina says Karen's in the 
pudding club. 

over-egg the pudding British 
to spoil something by trying too hard to 
improve it © As a director, I think he has a 
tendency to over-egg the pudding, with a 
few too many gorgeous shots of the 
countryside. 


pulp 

beat sb to a pulp informal 
to hit someone hard until they are 
seriously injured * He was beaten to a 
pulp in a back street and left to die. 


pulse 

quicken your/the pulse 
to make someone excited or interested 
* There's nothing in this book to quicken 
the pulse. 


puppy 


pump 

prime the pump mainly American 
to do something in order to make 
something succeed, especially to spend 
money * European governments and 
banks are priming the pump world-wide 
looking for alternative energy. 


punch 


beat sb to the punch American 
to do something before someone else does 
ite I was thinking of applying for that job 
but Carol beat me to the punch. 

pack a punch informal 
if someone can pack a punch, they can 
hit very hard when they are fighting 
* He's a big guy - I should imagine he can 
pack a fair punch. 


punch-drunk 

be punch-drunk 
to feel very tired and confused, especially 
after dealing with a difficult situation 
£5]1f a boxer (= man who fights as a 
sport) is punch-drunk, his brain is 
damaged because he has been hit on the 
head too much or too hard. e Social 
workers are punch-drunk from the 
criticism they have received in recent 
months. 


punches 


not pull any punches 
to speak in an honest way without trying 
to be kind * This man doesn't pull any 
punches. I wouldn't like to get into an 
argument with him 

roll with the punches American & 
Australian 
to be able to deal well with difficulties or 
criticism *« The poor woman has been 
Jeered at and threatened with her life, but 
she just rolls with the punches. 


puppy 
puppy fat British & Australian 
fat that a child has but which they lose 
when they become older « He's a little 
overweight but that's just puppy fat. 
puppy love 
romantic love which a young person feels 
for someone and which usually disappears 
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as they become older » At the time I was 
sure I would marry him when I grew up, 
but of course it was just puppy love. 


get the push British & Australian, 
informal » I hear Nick got the push from 
the brickworks last week. 


2 British & Australian, informal to end a 


pure 

be as pure as the driven snow 
to be morally good ¢ How dare he criticize 
me for having an affair? He's not exactly 
as pure as the driven snow himself 


purely 


purely and simply 
for only one reason or purpose e They 
closed the museum purely and simply 
because it cost too much to run. 
pure and simple * They built their cabin 
at the lake for enjoyment, pure and simple. 


purple 

purple prose 
writing that is more complicated and 
formal than necessary © Despite 
occasional passages of purple prose, her 
latest novel is still very readable. 
purple passages * There are long purple 
passages which distract the reader from 
the real point of the argument. 


relationship with someone » They'd only 
been seeing each other for two weeks when 
hegave her the push. 

get the push British & Australian, 
informal e Mandy's a bit upset — she got 
the push from Martin last night. 


if/when push comes to shove 


if you say that something can be done if 
push comes to shove, you mean that it can 
be done if the situation becomes so bad 
that you have to do it « Look, if push comes 
to shove we'll just have to sell the car: 


pusher 
a pen pusher British & Australian 
a pencil pusher American 


someone who has a boring job in an office 
* He's a frustrated desk-bound pen pusher 
who dreams of trekking through jungles. 
pen pushing British & Australian 
pencil pushing American * Who does ail 
the pen pushing for the golf club? 


pushing 


purse 

hold the purse strings 
to control the spending of a family's or an 
organization's money » In our house it 
was my mother who held the purse strings. 
loosen the purse strings to allow more 
money to be spent *« We shouldn't expect 


be pushing up (the) daisies humorous 


to be dead * It won't affect me anyway. I'll 
be pushing up the daisies long before it 
happens. 


put 
put sb off their stride British, American & 


the Chancellor to loosen the purse strings Australian 
too much in the Budget. put sb off their stroke British & 
Australian 


tighten the purse strings to reduce the 
amount of money that can be spent » Jf 
the economy gets any weaker it will be 
necessary for the government to tighten 
the national purse strings still further. 


push 

ata push British & Australian 
if you can do something at a push, you 
can do it but it will be difficult « I could 
finish the job by Friday - at a push, 
Thursday afternoon. 


to take someone's attention away from 
what they are doing so they are not able 
to do it well e She was making funny faces 
at me, trying to put me off my stroke. 
* When I'm playing chess, the slightest 
noise can put me off my stride. 


put it about 
1 British, very informal to have sexual 


relationships with a lot of different people 
s (usually in continuous tenses) She's been 
putting it about a bit recently, hasn’t she? 


give sb the push 2 to tell a lot of people news or information 


1 British & Australian, informal to end 
someone's employment » After twenty 
years’ loyal service, they gave her the push. 


that may not be true » (usually + that) 
Her rivals put it about that she was 
responsible for the crisis. 
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put up or shut up informal A. 

if you say someone should put up or shut 
up, you mean they should either take 
action in order to do what they have been 
talking about or stop talking about it 
* You keep saying you're going to ask her 
out. Well, put up or shut up. 


putty 

be putty in your hands 

if someone is putty in your hands, they 
will do anything you want them to do, 
usually because they like you so much « He 
can't say no to her — he's putty in her hands. 


put-up 

a put-up job informal 
an attempt to trick or deceive someone 
* At the time he seemed honest enough, but 
later, after I'd given him the money, I 
realized it was a put-up job. 


Pyrrhic 

a Pyrrhic victory 
a victory that is not worth winning 
because you have suffered so much to 
achieve it « Winning the case may well 
prove to be a Pyrrhic victory as the award 
will not even cover their legal fees. 


qed 


qed 

QED formal 
something that you say in order to 
emphasize that a fact proves what you 
have just said is true © QED is a short 
form of the latin phrase 'quod erat 
demonstrandum' which means 'which 
was to have been proven’. e People are 
getting taller all the time — apparently it’s 
progress and has to do with quality of life 
(cavemen were short QED). 


qt 

on the q.t. old-fashioned 
secretly, without anyone knowing © q.t. 
is a short way of writing ‘quiet’. e AL this 
time she'd been making plans on the q.t. to 
change her job. 

quaking 

be quaking in your boots 
to be very frightened or anxious ¢ My first 
teacher had one of those deep, booming 
voices that had you quaking in your boots. 
make sb quake in their boots ¢ Just the 
sound of her voice made me quake in my 
boots. 


quantum 


a quantum leap British & American 

a quantum jump American 
a very important improvement or 
development in something * (often + 
forward) The election of a female 
president is a quantum leap forward for 
sexual equality. « (often + from) The food 
at Rockresorts is a quantum jump from 
the meals served at most Caribbean 
resorts. 


quart 


get/put a quart into a pint pot British 
to try to put too much of something into a 
small space Æ A quart is a unit for 
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measuring liquids. It is equal to two 
pints. ù Im trying to get this huge pile of 
clothes crammed into these two drawers. 
Talk about trying to get a quart into a pint 
pot! 

queer 

a queer fish British, old-fashioned 
a strange person ¢ J knew his father and 
he was a queer fish too. 


be in Queer Street British, old-fashioned, 
humorous 
to owe a lot of money to other people 
* Now don't you go doing anything that'll 
land you in Queer Street! 


question z 

a question mark over sth >< 

1if there is a question mark over 
something, no one knows whether it will 
continue to exist in the future or what 
will happen to it « Neither company has 
performed well over the last year and 
there's a question mark over their long- 
term survival. « A question mark hangs 
over the future of the whole project. 

2 a feeling of doubt about the ability or 
quality of something Ħ The recent spate of 
government scandals has left a question 
mark over their ability to govern. 

be out of the question „~ 
if something is out of the question, it is 
not possible or not allowed e A trip to New 
Zealand is out of the question this year. 


beg the question 

1 if a statement or situation begs the 
question, it causes you to ask a particular 
question » Jt’s all very well talking about 
extra staff but it rather begs the question 
of how we're going to pay for them. 

2 formal if something that someone says 
begs the question, it suggests that 
something is true which might in fact be 
false « We're assuming, are we, that 
Anthony will still be in charge this time 
next year? That rather begs the question, 
doesn't it? 

call sth into question formal 
to cause a feeling of doubt about 
something * The report's findings call 
into question the safety and effectiveness of 
all such drugs. 
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pop the question informal 
to ask someone to marry you * So we were 
having dinner in this Italian restaurant 
and that's when he popped the question. 
* Do you think he's going to pop the 
question then, Kath? 

the sixty-four-thousand-dollar question 
informal 

the million-dollar question informal 
an important or difficult question which 
people do not know the answer to * So 
will she marry him or not? — that's the 
sixty-four-thousand-dollar question. 


queue-jump British & Australian 
* Sorry, I didn't mean to queue-jump. 

a queue-jumper British & Australian 
* People who had waited all night to get a 
ticket were very upset by queue-jumpers. 


quick 

a quick fix informal 
a quick solution to a problem, especially 
one which is only temporary e The truth 
about dieting is that there is no quick fix. 
Weight must be lost gradually, over a 
period of time. 
quick-fix * (always before noun) It’s a 
system of medicine that doesn't promote 
the quick-fix approach to the treatment of 
illness. 

aquickoneinformal X 
a quick, usually alcoholic drink « Have 
you got time for a quick one before you go? 

a quick study American, informal 
someone who is able to learn things 
quickly « He's a quick study and easily 
grasps all the details of a discussion. 

as quick as a flash/wink 

as quick as lightning 
if you do something as quick as a flash, 
you do it very quickly « Quick as a flash, 


quote 


he snatched the book and ran out of the 
room. 


cut sb to the quick old-fashioned 
to upset someone by criticizing them 
* (usually passive) J was cut to the quick 
by her harsh remarks. 


quid pro quo 

a quid pro quo formal 
something that you do for someone or 
give to someone when they have agreed 
to do something for you £» This is a 
Latin phrase which means 'something 
for something’. e (often + for) The 
government's commitment to release 
political prisoners is a quid pro quo for the 
suspension of armed struggle by the rebels. 


quids 

be quids in British, informal 
to be making a profit ù If this deal goes 
ahead we'll be quids in. 

not for quids Australian, informal 
if you say that you would not do 
something for quids, you mean that you 
would hate to do that thing « J wouldn't do 
your job for quids. 


quiet 
be as quiet as a mouse 
to be very quiet * She was as quiet as a 
mouse. I didn't even know she'd come in. 
on the quiet informal 
secretly « His marriage broke up when his 
wife found out he'd been seeing someone 
else on the quiet. 


quits 

call it quits >< 

1 informal to stop doing something * The 
relationship had been going from bad to 
worse and we just decided it was time to 
call it quits. 

2 informal to agree with someone that a 
debt has been paid and that no one owes 
money to anyone * You paid for the 
theatre tickets so if I pay for dinner we can 
call it quits. 


quote 
quote, unquote British, American & 
Australian 
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quote, end quote American that phrase is true » And to think he chose 
something that you say when you want to to practise law because it's a quote, 
show that you are using someone else's unquote ‘respected’ profession! 
phrase, especially when you do not think 
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rabbit l 
pull a rabbit out of the hat“. 


rails 


to suddenly become very angry and start 
shouting * He said one too many stupid 
things and I just lost my rag. * It was the 
only time I’ve ever lost my rag with 
someone in an office situation. 


rage 
be all the rage old-fashioned, informal 


to be very fashionable * Fake leopard 
print, so fashionable in the seventies, is all 
therage again now. 


to surprise everyone by suddenly doing ragged 
something that shows a lot of skill, often be on the ragged edge American 


in order to solve a problem ££» Pulling a 
rabbit out of a hat is something that is 
often done by a person who performs 
magic tricks. « He's one of those players 


to be so tired or upset that you feel you 
cannot deal with a situation * Top 
professional coaches are on the ragged 
edge of exhaustion and frustration. 


who, just when you think the game's over, run sb ragged 


can pull a rabbit out of the hat. 


rabbits 

breed like rabbits informal 
if people breed like rabbits, they produce 
too many babies very quickly » It's like I 
was saying to Derek, they all intermarry 
and they breed like rabbits. 


race 

arace against time/the clock 
an attempt to do something very quickly 
because there is only a short time in 
which it can be done » It’s a race against 
time to get the building finished before the 
rainy season sets in. 
race against time/the clock * Rescuers 
were racing against time last night to 


to make someone very tired, usually by 
making them work too hard « What with 
party preparations and having to look 
after the kids all this week, I've been run 
ragged. 


rags 
gofromragstoriches ^ 


to start your life very poor and then later 
in life become very rich * People who go 
from rags to riches are often afraid the 
good life will be snatched away from them. 
rags-to-riches * (always before noun) 
Raised in poverty by an uncle in 
Oklahoma, his was a real rags-to-riches 
story. 


reach the four divers, trapped 200feetdown ails 

on the seabed. be back on the rails British 
rack to be making progress once more e The 
or ill cli minister emerged from three hours of 


anxious, often because you are waiting 
for something or because people are 
asking you difficult questions « You're 
left on the rack for three days waiting for 
the results from the hospital. « Here was a 
respected politician being put on the rack 
(= asked a lot of difficult questions) by 
aggressive junior politicians. 

rag 

lose your rag British & Australian, 
informal 


discussions, confident that the talks are 
now back on the rails. 

put sth back on the rails British « With 
this new album, he hopes to put his career 
back on the rails. 


go off the rails informal 


to start behaving strangely or in a way 
that is not acceptable to society « He went 
off the rails in his twenties and started 
living on the streets. + By the law of 
probabilities if you have five kids, one of 
them's going to go off the rails. 
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rain 

(come) rain or shine 

1 whatever the weather is * He runs every 
morning, rain or shine. 

2 if you say you will do something come 
rain or shine, you mean you will do it 
whatever happens * Come rain or shine, 
I'll be there, I promise. 

III take a rain check American, British & 
Australian, informal 

I'll get a rain check American, informal 
something that you say when you cannot 
accept someone's invitation to do 
something but you would like to do it 
another time e (often + on) I'll take a rain 
check on that drink tonight, if that's all 
right. e I won't play tennis this afternoon 


has a couple of thousand pounds kept 
aside which she's saving for a rainy day. 

a rainy day fund an amount of money 
that you have saved * Im hoping that I 
can pay for my holiday without dipping 
into my rainy day fund. 


raison d'étre 
sb's/sth's raison d'étre formal 


the most important reason why something 
exists, or the most important thing in 
someone's life e She's never going to retire — 
work is her raison d'être. e Serious, 
experimental drama was once the raison 
d'étre of the festival but it has now been 
replaced by comedy and cabaret shows. 


rake-off 


but can I get a rain check? a rake-off informal 


ask (sb) for a rain check American, 
informal * I was supposed to see Marge on 
Saturday —- I'll have to ask her for a rain 


ashare of the profits of something, often 
taken in a way that is not honest 
e Corrupt customs officers were taking a 


check. rake-off from import taxes. 
rainbows E ramrod 
chase rainbows be as stiff/straight as a ramrod old- 
to waste your time trying to get or fashioned 


achieve something impossible • (usually 
in continuous tenses) I don't think my 
parents ever believed I'd make it as an 
actor I think they thought I was just 
chasing rainbows. 


raining 


It's raining cats and dogs! old-fashioned 
something that you say when it is raining 
very heavily e It’s raining cats and dogs 
out there! It's a wonder any of the men can 
see what they're doing! 


rains 
It never rains but it pours. 


if someone is as stiff as a ramrod, they 
stand or sit with their back very straight 
and stiff « At eighty-three, he's still as 
straight as a ramrod. 


rank 
the rank and file X 


the ordinary members of an 
organization and not its leaders « The 
party leadership seems to be losing the 
support of the rank and file. 
rank-and-file * (always before noun) 
Nearly two-thirds of the vote went to union 
leaders and rank-and-file party activists. 


something that you say which means that pull rank 


when one bad thing happens, a lot of 
other bad things also happen, making the 
situation even worse » First of all it was 
the car breaking down, then the fire in the 
kitchen and now Mike’s accident. It never 
rains but it pours! 


rainy 
save (sth) for a rainy day 


to use the power that your position gives 
you over someone in order to make them 
do what you want e (often + on) He doesn't 
have the authority to pull rank on me any 
more. + She was boss of forty or more 
people but, to her credit, she never once 
pulled rank. 


ranks 


to keep an amount of money foratimein break ranks 


the future when it might be needed * She 


to publicly show that you disagree with a 
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group of which you are a member e (often 
* with) Junior officers were said to be 
prepared to break ranks with the 
leadership. 

close ranks X. 
if members of a group close ranks, they 
publicly show that they support each 
other, especially when people outside of 
the group are criticizing them 4 If 
soldiers close ranks, they move closer 
together so that it is more difficult to go 
past them. » Jn the past, the party would 
have closed ranks around its leader and 
defended him loyally against his critics. 

join the ranks of sth 
to become part of a large group 
* Thousands of young people join the 
ranks of the unemployed each summer 
when they leave school. 


ransom 

hold sb to ransom x 
to force someone to do something by 
putting them in a situation where 
something bad will happen to them if 
they do not « Some people regarded the 
miners' strike as the union holding the 
nation to ransom. 


rap 

arap across/on/over the knuckles 
a punishment which is not very severe 
but which warns you not to behave that 
way again « The company received a rap 
over the knuckles from the Food and Drug 
Administration. « Her remarks earned her 
a sharp rap across the knuckles from the 
Prime Minister: 
rap sb's knuckles * She rapped my 
knuckles and sent me on my way. 

arap sheet American, informal 
information kept by the police about 
someone's criminal activities * The 
gunman’s rap sheet had a long list of 
weapons and narcotics offenses. 

beat the rap American, informal 
to escape being punished e There's no 
way he can beat the rap now. No lawyer 
can save him. 


take the rap p 
to be blamed or punished for something 


rat-arsed 


bad that has happened, especially when it 
is not your fault e (often + for) I'm not 
going to take the rap for someone else's 
mistakes. 


raptures 

gointoraptures ~~~ 
to talk about something in a very pleased 
and excited way » (often + about) She went 
into raptures about the chocolate cake. 


raring 

be raring to go 
to be full of energy and ready to do 
something » At three in the morning he 
was still wide awake and raring to go. 


raspberry 

blow a raspberry British & Australian, 
informal 

give a raspberry American, informal 
to make a rude noise by putting your 
tongue between your lips and blowing 
* (often + at) A boy of no more than six 
appeared, blew a raspberry at me and 
then ran away. 


rat 

arat fink American, informal «^ 
an extremely unpleasant person, or 
someone who has given secret 
information about you to the police » Jf I 
find the rat fink who informed on me, he 
won't live long enough to do it again. 

aratrace 
an unpleasant way in which people 
compete against each other at work in 
order to succeed » I'd love to get out of the 
rat race and buy a house in some remote 
part of the countryside. 

smellarat >< 
to start to believe that something is 
wrong about a situation, especially that 
someone is being dishonest e She smelled 
a rat when she phoned him at the office 
where he was supposed to be working late 
and he wasn't there. 


rat-arsed 

rat-arsed British, very informal 

rat-assed American, very informal 
very drunk « They came home completely 
rat-arsed. 


rate 


rate 

ata rate of knots British & Australian 
if someone does something at a rate of 
knots, they do it very quickly 4 The 
speed a boat travels is measured in knots. 
* She did her homework at a rate of knots 
so that she could go out with her friends. 


raw 


come the raw prawn Australian, 
informal 
to pretend that you have no knowledge of 
what someone is talking about « (usually 
+ with) Oh, don't come the raw prawn 
with me, Scott, Isaw you writing down her 
telephone number as I walked into the 
room! 

get a raw deal 
to not be treated as well as other people 
* The fact is that kids who are taught in 
classes of over thirty get a raw deal. 

in the raw informal 
naked e She often swims in the raw. 


ray 

aray of sunshine 
someone or something that makes you 
feel happy especially in a difficult 
situation *« Amid all the gloom, their 
grandchild has been a real ray of sunshine. 


rays 

catch some rays informal 

catch a few rays informal 
to lie or sit outside in the sun e J thought 
I'd take my lunch outside and catch a few 
rays. 


razzle 

be/go (out) on the razzle British, 
informal, old-fashioned 
to enjoy yourself by doing things like 
going to parties or dances * We're going 
out on the razzle on New Year's Eve — do 
you fancy coming? 
a night (out) on the razzle informal, 
old-fashioned * We've had a night on the 
razzle, so I've got a bit of a hangover: 


razzle-dazzle 


razzle-dazzle 
activity that is intended to attract 
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people's attention by being noisy or 
exciting ¢ Amid all the razzle-dazzle of 
the party convention, it is easy to forget 
about the real political issues. 
razzle-dazzle * (always before noun) It 
was their razzle-dazzle style that caught 
people's eye. 
reach 


reach for the moon/stars + 
to try to achieve something that is very 
difficult « If you want success, you have to 
reach for the moon. 

read 

take it as read British & Australian 
to accept that something is true without 
making sure that it is « (often + that) We 
just took it as read that we were invited. 


ready 

ready cash/money 
money that is immediately available to 
spend * They need investors with ready 
money if they're going to get the project 
started. 

be ready to roll 

1 mainly American to be going to start soon 
* The new TV series from the Hill Street 
Blues creator, Steve Bochco, is ready to roll. 

2 American to be going to leave soon * Give 
mea call when you're ready to roll, and I'll 
meet you outside. 

real 

the real McCoy 
the real thing and not a copy or 
something similar Æ Kid McCoy, an 
American boxer (= a man who fights as a 
sport), was called ‘the real McCoy’ to 
show that he was not another boxer who 
had the same name. * Cheap sparkling 
wines cannot be labelled ‘champagne’. It 
has to bethe real McCoy. 

Get real! informal 
something that you say in order to tell 
someone that they should try to 
understand the true facts of a situation 
instead of hoping for something 
impossible ¢ Oh, get real! You're not tall 
enough to be a model. 


reap 
You reap what you sow. 
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As you sow, so shall you reap. formal 
something that you say which means 
everything that happens to you is a result 
of your own actions * Jf you treat your 
friends like that, of course they drop you. 
You reap what you sow in this life. 


rear 


bring up the rear 
to beatthe back of a group of people who 
are walking or running * Ceri was in the 
lead. Bringing up the rear, a mile or so 
down the road, was Simon. 


rear-end 


rear-end sth American 
to cause an accident by hitting the back 
of the car in front of you » His car was 
rear-ended while he was stopped at the 
light. 


rearguard 


fight a rearguard action 
to try very hard to prevent something 
from happening when it is probably too 
late to prevent it * (often + against) The 
unions were fighting a rearguard action 
against the government's attempt to strip 
them of their powers. 


rearranging 


be like rearranging the deckchairs on 
the Titanic British & Australian, 
humorous 
if an activity is like rearranging the 
deckchairs on the Titanic, it it will have 
no effect Æ The Titanic was a large ship 
that sank suddenly in 1912 with most of 
its passengers. « With unemployment at 
record levels, plans for better advertising 
of job vacancies are a bit like rearranging 
the deckchairs on the Titanic. 


reason X å 


it stands to reason 
if it stands to reason that something 
happens or is true, it is what you would 
expect » (often + that) It stands to reason 
that a child that is constantly criticized 
will grow up to have no self-confidence. 


record 


rebound 

on the rebound 
unhappy and confused because a close, 
romantic relationship of yours has 
recently finished * She was on the 
rebound when she met Jack. « Six months 
after Julia left him, he married someone 
else on the rebound. 

receiving 

be at/on the receiving end ~ 
if you are on the receiving end of 
something unpleasant that someone does, 
you suffer because of it * (usually + of) 
Sales assistants are often at the receiving 
end of verbal abuse from customers. 

recipe > 

be a recipe for [disaster/success etc.] 
if something is a recipe for disaster, 
success etc., it is very likely to cause this 
* Living with your husband's family is a 
recipe for disaster. 

record 

fortherecord ^^ 
something that you say when you are 
about to tel someone something 
important that you want them to 
remember ¢ Just for the record, I've never 
been to his house and I've only met him a 
Jew times, whatever the media is saying. 

go on record 

to publicly and officially tell people your 

opinion about something * (often + as + 

doing sth) Are you prepared to go on 

record as supporting the council on this 

issue? 

be on record *» (often + as + doing sth) 

Both doctors are on record as saying the 

drug trials were an unqualified success. 


off-the-record » (always before noun) 
It's not a good idea to make these off-the- 
record remarks too often. 

opposite on the record * None of the 
company directors were prepared to 
comment on the record yesterday. 


red 


red 

red eye American, informal 

cheap whiskey (- strong alcoholic drink) 

* The man was leaning against the wall, 

swigging from a bottle of red eye. 

a red eye American, informal 

a flight that leaves late at night and 

arrives early the next morning « We took 

the red eye from Seattle to New York. 

red-eye » (always before noun) There's a 

red-eye flight to Los Angeles leaving at 
l0pm. 


not a red cent American, informal 

no money at all Æ A cent is the smallest 
coin in value in American money and is 
worth very little. « 7 did all that work for 
them and they didn't pay me a red cent! « It 
turns out his paintings aren't worth a 
red cent. 

a red herring — 

something that takes people’s attention 
away from the main subject being talked 
or written about e About halfway through 
the book it looked as though the butler was 
the murderer, but that turned out to bea 
redherring. «~ 

beinthered ^ 

to owe money to a bank Æ© Accountants 
(= people who keep records of money) 
often write amounts of money that are 
owed in red ink. « Many of the students 
were in the red at the end of their first 
year. 

be like a red rag to a bull 

if a statement or an action is like a red 
rag to a bull, it makes someone very 
angry Æ Some people believe that bulls 
become very angry when they see the 
colour red. ¢ For Claire, the suggestion of 
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a women-only committee was like a red 
rag to a bull. 

roll out the red carpet 
to give an important person a special 
welcome » The red carpet was rolled out 
for the President's visit. 
the red-carpet treatment » She was 
given the red-carpet treatment in Japan 
where her books are extremely popular. 

see red 
to become very angry *« When he laughed 
in my face, I just saw red. 

red-blooded 

red-blooded 
a red-blooded man has a lot of energy and 
enjoys sex very much » He's a normal, 
red-blooded male — of course he wants to 
sleep with you! 

red-handed BS 

catch sb red-handed “~~ 
to discover someone doing something 
illegal or wrong * (often + doing sth) J 
caught him red-handed trying to break 
into my car. 


red-hot 

red-hot informal 
very exciting or successful » British 
athletes are red-hot at the moment. * Their 
divorce is the red-hot story in this 
morning's press. 

red-letter 

a red-letter day 
a day that is very important or very 
special « The day our daughter was born 
was a real red-letter day for us. 

red-light = 

the red-light district = 
the part of a city where many people 
offer sex for money * A prostitute was 
found murdered in the city’s red-light 
district last night. 

reduced 

in reduced circumstances slightly formal 
if someone, especially someone from a 
high social class, is in reduced 
circumstances, they have a lot less 
money than they did before * They found 
him living in reduced circumstances in a 
flat off Fulham Road. 
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regular 

be as regular as clockwork 

if something is as regular as clockwork, 
it happens at exactly regular times « Her 
letters arrived every week, regular as 
clockwork. 


reign 

a reign of terror 

a period of time when a ruler controls 
people in a violent and cruel way ° My 
father's generation, who lived through the 
reign of terror, will never forget it. 


reins 


Reins are strips of material used for 
controlling horses. Reins is used in the 


following expressions connected with 
controlling something or someone. 


hand over the reins 

to allow someone else to control 
something you controlled previously, 
especially an organization or a country 
* Company chiefs are often reluctant to 
hand over the reins of power to younger 
people. * (often + to) I built up the 
business, but I handed over the reins to my 
daughter last year. 


take over/up the reins 

to take control of something, especially 

an organization or a country * (often + 

of) He took up the reins of government 

immediately after the coup. 

tighten the reins 
to start to control something or someone 
more carefully * (often + on) She has 
tightened the reins on her younger sons in 
an effort to curb their wild behaviour 
before it's too late. 
loosen/relax the reins * (often + on) The 
Government has relaxed the reins on wage 
control to boost consumer spending. 

religion 

get religion 

1 humorous to become very religious « He 
suddenly got religion when he went to 
college. 


2 American, humorous to start doing 
something in a serious and careful way 


* I get religion each time I do my income 
tax — I always wonder why I didn't keep 
better records. 


Renaissance 


a Renaissance man formal 
an intelligent and well-educated man 
who knows a lot about many different 
subjects * He's a poet, astronomer, 
musician — an all-round Renaissance 
man, 


rent 


arent boy British 
a boy or a young man who has sex with 
other men for money e He spent a year in 
London working as a rent boy. 


rest 


the rest is history 4 
something that you say when you do not 
need to finish a story because everyone 
knows what happened * The Beatles 
signed a recording contract in 1962 and the 
rest is history. 


Give it a rest! informal 
something that you say when you want 
someone to stop talking about something 
* ‘When are you going to wash the 
car?' 'Oh, give it a rest! I'll do it ina 
minute." 


retreat 


beat a retreat 
to leave a place because it is dangerous or 
unpleasant *« When the cold grows 
overwhelming, visitors can beat a retreat 
to Joe Mulligan's warm saloon. + When we 
saw the police arriving we beat a hasty 
retreat. 


revolving 


arevolving door mainly American 

the movement of people from one 
organization or activity to another, 
especially from government jobs to 
private companies * (often + between) 
Congress has tightened regulations to 
slow down the revolving door between 
government and industry. 
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rhyme ride 
no rhyme or reason a bumpy/rough ride 


if there is no rhyme or reason why 
something happens, there is no obvious 
explanation for it « J don’t know what 
makes her behave like that. There's no 
rhyme or reason to it. 

without rhyme or reason * Changes 
have been made to the text without rhyme 
or reason. 


ribs 

stick to your ribs 
if something that you eat sticks to your 
ribs, it makes you feel you have eaten a 
lot « That chocolate pudding really sticks 
to your ribs. 


rich 
a rich seam formal 
a subject which provides a lot of 


a difficult time « Government plans to cut 
sick pay had a rough ride in the House of 
Commons. * The construction industry is 
in for a bumpy ride next year. 

opposite an easy/smooth ride » Jt has 
taken years to set up a support network 
without adequate funding. It hasn't been 
an easy ride. 


come/go along for the ride 


to join in an activity without playing an 
important part in it « My husband is 
speaking at the dinner and I'm just going 
along for the ride. 


let sth ride 


to not take action to change something 
wrong or unpleasant * Don't panic about 
low sales. Let it ride for a while till we see if 
business picks up. 


opportunities for people to discuss, write take sb fora ride 


about or make jokes about * (often + of) 
Both wars have provided a rich seam of 
drama for playwrights and novelists 
alike. + His second novel mines the same 
rich seam of mother-son relations. 


filthy/stinking rich informal 
extremely rich * Most of us are stinking 
rich compared to the average citizen in the 
Third World. * Palm Beach has the 
highest concentration of filthy rich folk in 
the world. 

strike it rich 
to suddenly become rich * He struck it 
rich in the oil business. 

That's (a bit) rich! 
something that you say when someone 
criticizes you to show that you do not 
think they are being fair because they 
are as bad as you * I'm greedy? That's a 
bit rich, coming from you! 


riddles 


talk in riddles 
to talk in a way that is difficult to 


to cheat or deceive someone » 7 trusted 
him but he took me for a ride. 


riding 
be riding high 


to be very successful e With 3 hit singles in 
the charts, the band are riding high. 
* (often + on) Shops are riding high on the 
latest consumer spending boom. 


riff-raff 
riff-raff 


an impolite way of describing people 
from a low social class, especially people 
who behave badly *« We don't want drug 
addicts and other riff-raff living near us. 


right 
Right on! American & Australian 


something that you say when you agree 
completely with what someone has just 
said * He said he didn't think I really 
wanted him to be here and I thought, 
‘Right on!" 


understand £5 A riddle is a difficultand Þe as right as rain 


confusing description of something. 
* She keeps talking in riddles, instead of 


to feel well « Pil be as right as rain as soon 
as I take my pills. 


just coming out and saying what she be in the right place at the right time 


means. 


to be in the place where an opportunity is 
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being offered * The secret of success is 
being in the right place at the right time. 


went wrong I had a chat with Phil and he 
put me back on the right track. 


not be right in the head informal 
to be mentally ill « His aunt's not right in 
the head, poor soul - you sometimes see her 
wandering up the street in her nightie. 
hit/strike the right note 
if something you say or do hits the right 
note, it is suitable and has a good effect 
* He saw his remarks had struck the right 
note — his friend was smiling now. 
* (sometimes + of) The General's calm 
manner hit the right note of moderation, 
to reassure his audience. 


make (all) the right noises 
to seem to be enthusiastic about 
something « J think she liked my 
presentation. She certainly made all the 
right noises. 

press/push the right button/buttons 
to do exactly what is necessary to get the 
result that you want ¢ You have to know 
how to push all the right buttons if you 
want to be a successful diplomat. 
* Sometimes you're interviewing someone 
really shy and then you press the right 
button and they just don't stop talking. 

see sb right 

1 British, informal to give someone money, 
especially in payment for work they have 
done » Go and talk to Mr Mason when 
you've finished — he'll see you right. 

2 British & Australian, informal to help 
someone » Jf you run into a problem, 

speak to Lucy. She'll see you right. 


put sb on the right track « When things 


rings 


We've got a right one here! British & 
Australian, informal 
something that you say when you think 
someone is silly or stupid « We've got a 
right one here! This guy has forgotten to 
sign his letter. 

would give their right arm 
if someone would give their right arm for 
something, they would like it very much 
* (often + to do sth) I'd give my right arm 
to meet Sean Connery. * (often + for) Lots 
of people would give their right arm for a 
job like yours. 


right-hand 

Sb's right-hand man/woman 
someone who helps you with your work 
and who you depend upon ¢ How will the 
Director cope without his right-hand man, 
who resigned yesterday due to ill health? 


right-on 


right-on British 
if people or their opinions are right-on, 
they believe everyone should be treated 
in a fair way and they are careful not to 
offend anyone because of their sex, 
colour, age, etc. + She wrote a very right- 
on book about attitudes to fat people. 


rights 

catch/have sb dead to rights British, 
American & Australian 

catch/have sb bang to rights British 
to have enough proof to show that 
someone has done something wrong e I 
was driving way above the speed limit and 
the police radar caught me dead to rights. 


ring 

have a ring to it 
if a word or idea has a ring to it, it sounds 
interesting or attractive e (never in 
continuous tenses) I suppose 'Cathy's 
Country Cooking’ has a certain ring to it. 

rings 

run rings around/round sb 
to have much more skill, ability, or 
intelligence than someone else « Why 
does he talk to Alison as if she’s stupid, 
when we ail know she could run rings 
around him? 


ringside 


ringside 


aringside seat/view 
if you have a ringside seat, you are in a 
good position to watch what is happening 
at an event » Jf there's going to be a 
confrontation between management and 
the unions, I'd like a ringside seat. 


rinky-dink 


rinky-dink American, informal 
not important or of bad quality « (always 
before noun) We drove into a rinky-dink 
town in rural Pennsylvania. * This isn't 
rinky-dink stuff - it's high quality 
furniture. 


riot 

read (sb) the riot act 
to speak angrily to someone about 
something they have done and warn 
them that they will be punished if they 
do it again © The riot act was a law 
made in 1715 which said how to deal with 
groups of twelve or more people who 
were causing trouble. « He'd put up with a 
lot of bad behaviour from his son and 
thought it was time to read him the riot 
act. 


run riot 

1 if people run riot, they behave in a way 
that is not controlled, running in all 
directions or being noisy or violent * J 
dread them coming round because they let 
their kids run riot. 

2 if your imagination runs riot, you have a 
lot of strange, exciting, or surprising 
thoughts « My imagination was running 
riot, thinking of all the ways that I could 
spend the money. 


rip 

let it/her rip mainly American, informal 
if someone lets a vehicle rip, they make it 
move very fast *« She put her foot on the 
car's accelerator, and he said, ‘OK, let her 
rip’. 

let rip 

1to suddenly express your emotions 
without control • This time I was furious 
and I let rip. « He'sa very restrained sort of 
person — you can't imagine him ever really 
letting rip. 
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2 British & Australian, very informal to 
allow gas to escape from your bottom 
loudly * You can’t just let rip when you're 
in a smart restaurant. 

ripe 

live to a ripe old age 
to live until you are very old * Both his 
grandparents lived to a ripe old age. 
at the ripe old age of sth « He died at the 
ripe old age of eighty-seven. 


rip-off 


ripple i 

a ripple effect ~ 
if something has a ripple effect, it affects 
something else, which then affects other 
things ¢ Court rulings often have a ripple 
effect, spreading into areas of law that 
weren't part of the original cases. 


rip-roaring 

rip-roaring 
very exciting and successful *« (always 
before noun) The show was a rip- 
roaring success. « The car was launched 
with a rip-roaring publicity campaign. 


rise 

Rise and shine! old-fashioned 
something that you say to tell someone to 
get out of bed and start their day * Rise 
and shine, sleepy head — you have to leave 
for school in twenty minutes. 

get a rise out of sb 
to succeed in annoying someone « Ignore 
him — he's just trying to get a rise out of 
you. 

rite 

a rite of passage 
an activity or ceremony that shows that 
someone has reached an important new 
stage in their life, especially the start of 
their adult life « There's an element of 
danger to most adolescent rites of 
passage, whether they be driving, sex, 
alcohol or drugs. 
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rite-of-passage * This is not merely 
another dreary rite-of-passage novel. 
river 

sell sb down the river 
to do something which harms or 
disappoints someone who trusted you, in 
order to get an advantage for yourself « A 
lot of people feel they have been sold down 
the river by a government who have failed 
to keep their pre-election promises. 

road 

your road to Damascus British & 
Australian, formal 
a very important experience which 
changes your whole life « Jt was this 
chance meeting in a bar in Portland that 
he would later describe as his road to 
Damascus. 
road-to-Damascus British & Australian, 
formal » (always before noun) J used to be 
a slob, but then I underwent a sort of 
road-to-Damascus conversion to 
fitness. 

a road hog old-fashioned 
a bad driver who does not allow other 
drivers to pass them on the road * Come 
on, let me past, road hog! 

The road to hell is paved with good 
intentions. Sie 
something that you say which means 
people often intend to do good things but 
much of the time, they do not make the 
effort to do those things « ‘I kept meaning 
to visit her but I didn't get round to it.’ 
"The road to hell is paved with good 
intentions." 

down the road 

1 if an event is a particular period of time 
down the road, it will not happen until 
that period has passed * This is a 
wonderful invention, but a marketable 
product is several years down the road yet. 

2 American if you say that something will 
happen down the road, you mean it will 
happen in the future « We may at some 
point buy a house but that's down the 
road. 


go down that road 
to decide to do something in a particular 
way * We're thinking of automating our 


finances, but if we do go down that road 
we'll need specialist advice. 

hit the road > 
to start a journey « It’s getting late — I'd 
better hit the road. 


roaring 


do a roaring trade British & Australian 

do a roaring business American : 
to sell a lot of goods quickly » (usually in 
continuous tenses) 7t was a hot day and 
the ice-cream sellers were doing a roaring 
trade. * (often + in) The toy department 
was doing a roaring trade in furry 
dinosaurs. 


robbery 

daylight robbery British, American & 
Australian 

highway robbery American & Australian 
a situation in which you are charged 
much more for something than you think 
you should have to pay « Three pounds for 
an orange juice? It's daylight robbery! 

rock 

rock bottom >< 

1 the lowest possible level « The morale of 
prison officers is at rock bottom. « The 
president's opinion poll ratings have hit 
rock bottom. 
rock-bottom * It says here they're selling 
off carpet stock at rock-bottom prices. 

2 if you are at rock bottom, you are the 
most unhappy you have ever been in your 
life « I'd never felt so depressed in my life — 
I was at rock bottom — so I started 
drinking. * After Carly left me I hit rock 
bottom. 

between a rock and a hard place 
if you are between a rock and a hard 
place, you have to make a difficult 
decision between two things that are 
equally unpleasant * I’m caught 
between a rock and a hard place. If Igo 
with Isobel, it'll be much more expensive 
and if I go with Julie, Isobel probably 
won't speak to me again. 


rocker 


be off your rocker informal 
to be crazy * Spending that much on a car! 
He must be off his rocker! 


rocket 


go off your rocker informal ¢ I'd go off 
my rocker if I had to stay at home all day 
looking after kids. 

rocket 


give sb a rocket British & Australian, 
informal 
to speak angrily to someone about 
something that they have done e (often + 
for + doing sth) My mum gave me a rocket 
for tearing my new jeans. 
get a rocket British & Australian, 
informal * He got a rocket from his boss 
for being late. 

go like a rocket Australian 
if a machine goes like a rocket, it works 
very well e ‘How’s the new computer?’ 
‘Great, goes like a rocket." 

it doesn't take a rocket scientist 

you don't have to be a rocket scientist 
if you say that it doesn't take a rocket 
scientist to understand something, you 
mean that it is obvious » (usually + to do 
sth) Drugs equals crime. It doesn't take a 
rocket scientist to figure that one out. 
it's not rocket science * We're talking 
basic common sense here — it isn't rocket 
science. 

put a rocket under sb British & 
Australian 
to do something to make someone hurry 
* We're going to have to put a rocket under 
Tim if we want to catch that train. 


rocks 


be on the rocks 
if a marriage or other romantic 
relationship is on the rocks, it has 
problems and is likely to end soon * It 
was no great surprise when they 
announced their divorce. The marriage 
had been on the rocks for some time. 

get your rocks off taboo 
if a man gets his rocks off, he has sex * J 
don't think he cares what she looks like so 
long as he gets his rocks off. 

rod 


make a rod for your own back British 
to do something that is likely to cause 
problems for you in the future e People 
say that if you let your baby sleep in your 
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bed with you for the first few months, 
you're just making a rod for your own 
back. 


roll 


a roll in the hay humorous 
sexual activity which is quick and 
enjoyable and does not involve serious 
feelings * I wouldn't sacrifice my 
marriage for a roll in the hay with a 
waitress. 


be on a roll 
to be having a successful period « United 
are on a roll right now. They’ve won 
thirteen games in a row. 


roller 


a roller coaster . 
a situation which changes suddenly and 
often between being good and being bad 
Æ A roller coaster is a type of small 
railway in an amusement park which 
travels very quickly climbing up and 
down hills. e The Norwegian stockmarket 
has been on a roller coaster during the 
past 18 months. + What the book does 
describe very well is the emotional roller- 
coaster of puberty. 
roller-coaster • (always before noun) His 
ll-year career has been a roller-coaster 
ride of injury, rehabilitation, and 
triumph. 


rolling 


be rolling in it informal 
to be very rich ¢ Jf they can afford a yacht, 
they must be rolling in it. 

get rolling 

1 American & Australian if a business or 
activity gets rolling, it starts « The Junior 
Soccer League got rolling with its first two 
games last week. + He spent six months 
working for a small, local bank that never 
got rolling. 
get sth rolling American « She made a 
few light-hearted comments to get the 
conversation rolling. 

2 American, informal to leave a place 
* Come on, let's get rolling — it's late. 

have sb rolling in the aisles 
to make an audience (= a group of people 
watching a performance) laugh a lot 
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* Considered by many to be one of 
Britain's best comedians, Izzard has had 
audiences rolling in the aisles all over the 
country. 

be rolling in the aisles • J don’t think I 
laughed once and yet all around me people 
were rolling in the aisles. 


Rome wasn't built in a day. 
something that you say which means that 
it takes a long time to do an important job 
© ‘Sometimes it feels like we've spent all 
our lives decorating this house.’ ‘Well, 
Rome wasn't built in a day.’ 


fiddle while Rome burns 

to spend time enjoying yourself or doing 
things that are not important when you 
should be dealing with a serious problem 
> This phrase comes from a story about 
the Roman emperor Nero, who fiddled 
(= played the violin) while the city of 
Rome was burning. * Environmentalists 
claim that the government is fiddling 
while Rome burns. 


When in Rome (do as the Romans do). 
something that you say which means 
when you are visiting another country, 
you should behave like the people in that 
country » I don't drink wine when I'm at 
home but on holiday, well, when in Rome... 


roof 


a roof over your head 
somewhere to live + We didn't have any 
money, but at least we had a roof over our 
heads and food in our stomachs. 


the roof caves/falls in American 
if the roof caves in, something very bad 
suddenly happens to you » For the first six 
years of my life I was happy. Then my 
father died and the roof caved in. 

go through the roof ^ 
if the level of something, especially a 
price, goes through the roof, it increases 
very quickly » As a result of the war, oil 
prices have gone through the roof. 

raise the roof 
to make a loud noise by shouting, 
clapping or singing « They finished the set 


roots 


with their current hit and the audience 
raised the roof. 


rooftops 


shout sth from the rooftops 
if you say you want to shout some news 
from the rooftops, you mean that you 
want to tell everyone about it because 
you are so excited « When I discovered I 
was pregnant, I wanted to shout it from 
the rooftops. 


not room to swing a cat informal 
if there is not room to swing a cat in a 
place, that place is very small « There 
isn't room to swing a cat in the third room, 
it's so tiny. ¢ Get a sofa in the living room? 
You'll be lucky — there isn't room to swing 
acat in there. 


roost 


rule the roost 
to be the most powerful person who 
makes all the decisions in a group * It 
was my mother who ruled the roost at 
home. 


root 


root and branch formal 
if something is changed or removed root 
and branch, it is changed or removed 
completely because it is bad * Racism 
must be eliminated, root and branch. 
root-and-branch formal « (always before 
noun) These proposals amount to a root- 
and-branch reform of the system. 

take root 
if an idea, belief, or system takes root 
somewhere, it starts to be accepted or 
established there « Democracy is now 
struggling to take root in most of these 
countries. 


roots 

put down roots » 
if you put down roots in a place, you do 
things which show that you want to stay 
there, for example making friends or 
buying a home e 7t would be hard to leave 
Brighton after eleven years — he's put 
down roots there. 


rope 


rope 

give sb enough rope (to hang 
themselves) / 
to allow someone to do what they want to, 
knowing that they will probably fail or 
get into trouble « J let him speak on, 
knowing that he would offend the director; 
and gave him just enough rope. 

Go piss up a rope! American, taboo 
a very impolite way of telling someone to 
go away * Oh go piss up a rope! I'm sick of 
your complaining. 


ropes 
be on the ropes mainly American > 
to be doing badly and likely to fail « His 
political career is on the ropes. 


show sb the ropes 
to explain to someone how to do a job or 
activity « The new secretary started today 
so I spent most of the morning showing 
her the ropes. 
know the ropes * She's been in this job 
long enough to know the ropes. 


rose-coloured 


rose-coloured glasses British & 
Australian 

rose-colored glasses American & 
Australian 

rose-coloured spectacles British 
if someone thinks about or looks at 
something with rose-coloured glasses, 
they think it is more pleasant than it 
really is ¢ She's nostalgic for a past that 
she sees through rose-colored glasses. 


roses 


put the roses in sb's cheeks 

bring the roses to sb's cheeks 
to make someone look healthy « A brisk 
walk will soon put the roses back in your 
cheeks. 


rose-tinted 


rose-tinted glasses British, American & 
Australian 

rose-tinted spectacles British X 
if someone looks at something through 
rose-tinted glasses, they see only the 
pleasant parts of it « She has always 
looked at life through rose-tinted glasses. 


330 


rot 

the rot sets in 
if the rot sets in, a situation starts to get 
worse * Jf couples stop communicating, 
that's when the rot really sets in. 

stop the rot 
to do something to prevent a situation 
from continuing to get worse * The team 
had been suffering low morale before 
Smith was brought in to stop the rot. 


rotten 

be rotten to the core 
if a person or an organization is rotten to 
the core, it behaves in a way that is not 
honest or moral « The whole legal system 
is rotten to the core. 

spoil sb rotten 
to do whatever someone wants you to do 
or to give them anything they want « My 
husband spoils me rotten. Look at all this 
jewellery he's given me. * Those children 
are spoiled rotten by their grandparents. 

rough 

rough and ready 

1 if you do something in a rough and ready 
way you do it quickly and without 
preparing it carefully « I’ve done a rough 
and ready translation of the instructions. 
Ihope it's clear enough. 

2 not very polite or well educated » Just a 
warning about the men who work for him, 
they'rea bit rough and ready. 

rough edges 

1 if a piece of work or a performance has 
rough edges, some parts of it are not of 
very good quality e He's a great footballer, 
but his game still has a few rough edges. 

2 if a person has rough edges, they do not 
always behave well and politely « J knew 
him before he was successful, and he had a 
lotof rough edges back then. 

rough it 
to live in a way that is simple and not 
very comfortable * They prefer to rough it 
on their travels, and sleep in the car or 
takea tent. 

rough justice 
a punishment that is not fair or is too 
severe *« New evidence suggests that the 
girls were given rough justice. 


7 
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rough trade very informal 
men who have sex with other men for 
money and who look as if they come from 
a low social class « He went to the docks to 
pick up a bit of rough trade. 

arough diamond British & Australian 

a diamond in the rough American & 
Australian 
a person who does not seem very polite or 
well educated at first, although they have 
a good character « Mitchell may have been 
a rough diamond, but he was absolutely 
loyal to his employer. 

the rough and tumble of sth 
the part of an activity that involves 
fighting or competing * He enjoys the 
rough and tumble of politics. 
rough-and-tumble * (always before 
noun) He is used to life in the rough-and- 
tumble airline industry. 

cut up rough British, old-fashioned 
to become very angry * (often + about) 
Dad cut up rough about me staying out all 
night. 

give sb a rough time 
to treat someone severely or to cause 
difficulties for them e The boss gives mea 
rough time if I make any mistakes. 
have a rough time (of it) ° She's had a 
rough time of it in prison. 

give sb the rough side of your tongue 
British & Australian, old-fashioned 
to speak angrily to someone « The boss 
gave me the rough side of her tongue for 
being late twice this week. 

take the rough with the smooth British 
& Australian 
to accept the unpleasant parts of a 
situation as well as the pleasant parts 
* You have to be prepared to take the rough 
with the smooth in marriage. 


roughshod 

ride roughshod over sth/sb 
to act in the way you want to, ignoring 
rules, traditions, or other people's wishes 
* They accused the government of riding 
roughshod over parliamentary procedure. 
* He cannot be allowed to ride roughshod 
over his colleagues with his ambitious 
plans. 


rub 


rounds 


do the rounds British & Australian 

make the rounds American & Australian 
if you do the rounds of people, 
organizations, or places, you visit or 
telephone them all * (usually + of) Tony 
and I made the rounds of the cheap bars in 
the city. * I've done the rounds of all the 
agents, but nobody has any tickets left. 


roving 

a roving eye humorous 
if someone has a roving eye, they are 
sexually attracted to people other than 
their partner * She left her husband 
because she was fed up with his roving eye. 


a hard/tough row to hoe American 
a difficult situation to deal with 
* Teachers have a tough row to hoe in 
today's schools. 


rub 


rub shoulders with sb British, American 
& Australian, informal 

rub elbows with sb informal American & 
Australian 
to spend time with famous people « He's 
Hollywood's most popular hairdresser 
and regularly rubs shoulders with top 
movie stars. 

the rub of the green mainly British 
if you have the rub of the green, you have 
good luck, especially in a sports 
competition * This player hasn't had the 
rub of the green in the last few 
tournaments. 

There's the rub. old-fashioned 

Therein lies the rub. old-fashioned 

something that you say when you are 

explaining what the difficulty is in a 

particular situation « You can't get a job 

unless you have experience. And there's 

the rub — how do you get experience if you 

can't get a job? 


rubber 


rubber 


a rubber check American, humorous 
a cheque (- a piece of paper from 
someone's bank that they sign and use 
for money) that is not worth anything 
because the person does not have enough 
money in the bank * The woman was 
accused of writing more than $100,000 in 
rubber checks to pay for expensive jewelry. 

rubber-stamp 

rubber-stamp sth . 
if someone rubber-stamps a decision or a 
plan, they give it official approval, often 
without thinking about it enough © If 
someone official has examined a 
document, they often put a special mark 
on it using a rubber stamp (= a small 
printing device made of rubber). + School 
governors will not simply rubber-stamp 
what teachers have already decided. + The 
court was asked to rubber-stamp the 
Department's decision to free the men. 
a rubber stamp * The committee is just a 
rubber stamp for the president's policies. 


Rube 


Rube Goldberg American, informal 

a Rube Goldberg piece of equipment or 
plan is very complicated and not very 
practical Æ Rube Goldberg was an 
American who drew funny pictures for 
newspapers showing complicated 
inventions. * They use a Rube Goldberg 
type contraption to open and close the 
farm gate. * The city is not well served by 
this Rube Goldberg scheme for economic 
development. 


Rubicon "e 

cross the Rubicon formal A 
to do something which will have very 
important results, which cannot be 
changed later £5 Julius Caesar started a 
war by crossing the river Rubicon in 
Italy * International pressure may be able 
to prevent the country crossing the 
Rubicon to authoritarian rule. 


rude VY 
a rude awakening ^ 
if you have a rude awakening, you havea 


severe shock when you discover the truth 
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of a situation « We had a rude awakening 
when we saw the amount of our phone 
bill. « You've been so spoiled by your 
parents, you are in for a rude 
awakening when you start to look after 
yourself. 


ruffled 


smooth (sb’s) ruffled feathers 
to try to make someone feel less angry or 
upset, especially after an argument * J 
spent the afternoon smoothing ruffled 
feathers and trying to convince people to 
give the talks another chance. 


rug 

cut a rug old-fashioned 
to dance * Twenty disco classics on one 
CD. Now there's music to cut a rug to. 

pull the rug from under sb/sth 

pull the rug from under sb's feet 
to suddenly take away help or support 
from someone, or to suddenly do 
something which causes many problems 
for them * The school pulled the rug from 
under the basketball team by making 
them pay to practise in the school 
gymnasium. 


ruin 

go to rack/wrack and ruin o/d-fashioned 
if a building goes to rack and ruin, its 
condition becomes very bad because no 
one is taking care of it « She's let that 
house go to rack and ruin since Clive died. 


rule 


arule of thumb e 1 

a way of calculating something which is 
not exact but which will help you to be 
correct enough €> A rule of thumb was 
originally a way of measuring using the 
width or length of your thumb. « A good 
rule of thumb is to cook two handfuls of 
rice per person. 


rules 
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rum 

a rum do British, old-fashioned 
if asituation is a rum do, it is strange and 
people often do not approve of it e All 
three of his ex-wives still live with him. 
It'sarum do if you ask me. 


rumpy-pumpy 

rumpy-pumpy British & Australian, 
humorous 
sexual activity « So I asked her if she 
fancied a bit of rumpy-pumpy. 


run and run mainly British 
if a subject or an argument is going to 
run and run, people will continue to be 
interested in it for a long time « We've had 
over 500 letters on the subject of human 
cloning. It looks like this one will run 
and run. 

run before you can walk ^ 
to try to do something complicated and 
difficult before you have learned the 
basic skills you need to attempt it * J 
think you should stick to a simple menu 
for your dinner party. There's no point 
trying to run before you can walk. 


run out of steam British, informal X 


run out of gas American & Australian, 
informal 

to suddenly lose the energy or interest to 
continue doing what you are doing 
* She'd been talking for two hours and 
was just starting to run out of steam. * I 
worked really well for two months of the 
project then I suddenly ran out of gas. 


a dry run British, American & Australian 
a dummy run British & Australian 
an occasion when you practise doing 
something to make sure there will be no 
problems when you really do it èe We 
decided to do a dry run at the church the 
day before the wedding. e We'd better have 


runes 


a couple of dummy runs before we do the 
real thing. 

give sb a run for their money 
to compete very strongly against 
someone who is expected to win a 
competition « J think only Liverpool will 
be able to give Manchester United a run 
for their money next season. 

have sb on the run 
to be in a strong position to defeat 
someone e After last night's broadcast 
debate, he has the opposition candidate on 
therun. 

have a good run for your money 
to have a long period of success or 
enjoyment » I’ve achieved a lot in my life 
and I feel I've had a good run for my money. 

have the run of swh 
to be allowed to go anywhere in an area 
* The children had the run of the farm all 
week. 


make a run for it 
to suddenly run fast in order to escape 
from somewhere or get to somewhere 
* When the guard turned away, the two 
prisoners made a run for it. « Let's make a 
run for it as soon as the rain lets up a bit. 


runaround 

give sb the runaround informal 
to act in a way which makes it difficult 
for someone to do something, for 
example by refusing to tell them things 
they need to know ¢ I'm trying to get a 
visa, but the embassy staff keep giving me 
therunaround. 
get the runaround informal « Every time 
I phone to complain, I keep getting the 
runaround. 


runes 


read the runes British, formal 
to try to guess what is going to happen in 
the future by examining what is 


rung 


happening now £» Runes are letters of 
an ancient alphabet with secret or magic 
meaning. *« He was the first Eastern 
European leader to read the runes and 
make political changes to stay in power. 


rung 

the [first/highest/next etc.] rung on the 
ladder 
the first, highest, next etc. position, 
especially in society or in a job * In our 
society, a nurse is hardly on the same rung 
of the ladder as a judge. * President of the 
Union at Oxford University was the first 
rung on the political ladder for him. 


running 

arunning battle 
if you have a running battle with 
someone, you have an argument that 
continues over a long period of time 
* (often + with) I’ve had a running battle 
with the neighbours over their kids 
throwing stones over the fence. 

be in the running 
if you are in the running for something, 
you are in a good position to win it or 
achieve it * (often + for) This film must be 
in the running for a Best Picture Oscar. 
out of the running « Her poor health has 
put her out of the running for the election. 

be running on empty informal 

1 to continue to work and be active when 
you have no energy left e J get the 
impression he's been running on empty for 
months now. A holiday will do him good. 

2 American & Australian if a person or an 
organization is running on empty, they 
have no new ideas or are not as effective 
as they were before « The fund-raising 
campaign was running on empty after ten 
years under the same leader. 

do/make (all) the running British 
to be the person who causes things to 
happen and develop * Men are no longer 
expected to do all the running at the 
beginning of a relationship. * If we want 
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this campaign to be a success, it's up to us 
to make the running. 
(Go) take a running jump! informal 

an impolite way of telling someone to go 
away or that you will not give them 
something they want * Jim wants to 
borrow your new CD.’ ‘Tell him to take a 
running jump.’ 


run-of-the-mill 


rush 
a (sudden) rush of blood (to the head) 
if you have a rush of blood to the head, 
you suddenly feel very excited or very 
angry, and do or say something silly 
* Thomson was sent off for head-butting 
Gray ina rush of blood to the head. 


Russian © 

play Russian roulette 5 di 
to take big risks, in a way which is very 
dangerous €» Russian roulette is a very 
dangerous game where players aim a gun 
containing one bullet at their own heads. 
* (often + with) I'm not willing to play 
Russian roulette with people's lives by 
drinking and driving. 


rut : 

be (stuck) in a rut X 
to do the same things all the time so that 
you become bored, or to be in a situation 
where it is impossible to make progress 
* At forty my life was ina rut, so Igave up 
work and travelled to India. * It's clear the 
economy is still stuck in a rut. 
get in/into a rut « When you have to cook 
dinner every night it's easy to get into a rut. 
[drag/get/lift etc.] sb/sth out of a/their 
rut to help someone or something to 
change their situation and to make 
progress * The president has to get his 
election campaign out of a rut. 
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sabre-rattling 

sabre-rattling British, American & 
Australian 

saber-rattling American 
threatening behaviour which is intended 
to frighten someone * After months of 
sabre-rattling, the two sides have agreed to 
a peaceful resolution of their differences. 


sack 


give sb the sack » After only 2 weeks she 
was given the sack for being rude to a 
customer. 


sackcloth 


sackcloth and ashes slightly formal 
if you wear sackcloth and ashes, you 
show by your behaviour that you are very 
sorry for something you did wrong © In 
the past, clothes made of sackcloth (= a 
rough cloth) were worn by the Jews in 
religious activities to show that they 
were sad or sorry for the things they had 
done wrong. * I’ve already apologized. 
How long must I wear sackcloth and 
ashes before you'll forgive me? 

sacred 

asacred cow x 
a belief or system that is treated with 
much respect and is not usually 
criticized « The British legal system 
remains a sacred cow, despite increasing 
evidence that serious mistakes have been 
made. 


sacrificed 


be sacrificed on the altar of sth formal 
to be destroyed by an activity, system or 
belief that is bad but more important or 


safe 


more powerful « Service and quality have 
been sacrificed on the altar of profit. 


sadder 


sadder but wiser 
if someone is sadder but wiser after a bad 
experience, they have suffered but they 
have also learned something from it « He 
bought a second-hand car and ended up 
sadder but wiser after a series of 
breakdowns and expensive repairs. 


saddle 


be in the saddle ~ 
to be in control of a situation « With a 
new leader firmly in the saddle the party 
looks set for victory at the next election. 


safe m 


safe and sound 
if you are safe and sound, you are not 
harmed in any way, although you were in 
a dangerous situation * It was a difficult 
drive but we all arrived safe and sound. 


a safe pair of hands British & Australian 
someone who you can trust to do an 
important job well without making 
mistakes e He's what this troubled club 
needs, a good, solid manager, a safe pair of 
hands. 

be as safe as houses British & Australian 
to be very safe « Don't worry, I've locked 
your bicycle in the shed — it's as safe as 
houses. 


be in safe hands 
if someone or something is in safe hands, 
they are being looked after by someone 
who can be trusted « I know my 
daughter's in safe hands at the nursery. 


to be on the safe side 
if you do something to be on the safe side, 
you do something that may not be 
necessary in order to protect yourself 
against possible problems * J don't think 
there are any broken bones, but you 


safety 


should have an X-ray just to be on the 
safe side. 


safety 


a safety net 
a system or arrangement that helps you 
if you have problems, especially 
financial problems * (often + for) The 
hardship fund provides a safety net for 
students who run out of money before 
they've completed their course. 


a safety valve 
a way of allowing someone to express 
strong or negative emotions without 
harming other people » (often + for) I 
often think football acts as a safety valve 
for a lot of stored-up male aggression. 


There's safety in numbers. 

something that you say which means if 
people do something difficult or 
unpleasant together, they are less likely 
to get harmed or blamed «e Working on the 
principle that there's safety in numbers, 
we decided we should all go and complain 
together. 


said 

there's [much/a lot etc.] to be said for 
sth/doing sth 
something that you say which means that 
something has a lot of advantages 
* There's a lot to be said for living alone. 


when all is said and done 
something that you say when you are 
about to tell someone the most important 
fact in a situation « When all is said and 
done, a child's moral upbringing is the 
parents' responsibility. 


sails 

trim your sails 
to spend less money * The school is 
having to trim its sails because of 
government cutbacks. 


salad 


your salad days old-fashioned 
the time when you were young and had 
little experience of life + But that was in 
my salad days, before I got married and 
had children. 
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salt 

any [judge/lawyer/teacher etc.] worth 
their salt 
any judge, lawyer, teacher etc. who is 
good at their job * Any lawyer worth his 
salt should be aware of the latest changes 
in taxation. + No judge worth her salt 
would attempt to influence the jury. 

be the salt of the earth X 
if someone is the salt of the earth, they 
are a very good and honest person « His 
mother's the salt of the earth. She'd give 
you her last penny. 

rub salt in/into the wound 
to make a difficult situation even worse 
for someone * Losing was bad enough, 
having to watch them receiving the trophy 
just rubbed salt into the wound. 

take sth with a pinch of salt British & 
Australian SN 

take sth with a grain of salt American & 
Australian 
if you take what someone says with a 
pinch of salt, you do not completely 
believe it « You have to take everything 
she says with a pinch of salt. She has a 
tendency to exaggerate. » It's interesting to 
read the reports in the newspapers, but I 
tend to take them with a grain of salt. 


Same difference. 
something that you say which means that 
the difference between two things is not 
important e They were married for forty 
years, or was it thirty? Same difference — it 
was a long time anyway. . 

be in the same boat 
to be in the same unpleasant situation as 
other people « She's always complaining 
that she doesn't have enough money, but 
we're all in the same boat. * (often + as) If 
he loses his job he'll be in the same boat as 
any other unemployed person. 


by the same token ~ 
something that you say which means that 
the thing you are going to say next is true 
for the same reasons as the thing you 
have just said + When he liked a person, he 
loved them, and, by the same token, when 
he didn't like a person, he hated them. 


in the same breath 

1 if you say two things in the same breath, 
you say two things that are so different 
that if one is true the other must be false 
* She said she didn't love him any more 
but in the same breath said how 
wonderful he was. 

2 if you talk about two people or things in 
the same breath, you think they are very 
similar * (often + as) He'sa relatively new 
director but his name has been mentioned 
in the same breath as Hitchcock. 


not in the same league X 
not nearly as good as something or 
someone else » (often + as) My four-year- 
old computer's just not in the same league 
as the latest machines with their super-fast 
processors. 


It's the same old story. »« 
something that you say when a bad 
situation has happened many times 
before « It's the same old story — the 
women do all the work and the men just sit 
around talking. 


sing the same tune British, American & 
Australian 

sing from the same 
hymnsheet/songsheet British 
if a group of people sing the same tune, 
they say the same things about a subject 
in public e» (usually in continuous tenses) 
I want to make sure we're all singing the 
same tune before we give any interviews to 
the newspapers. 


speak/talk the same language 
if two people speak the same language, 
they have similar beliefs and opinions, 
and express themselves in similar ways 
* There's no use setting up a meeting 
between the environmentalists and the 
construction company — they just don't 
speak the same language. 

tar sb with the same brush 
to believe wrongly that someone or 
something has the same bad qualities as 
someone or something that is similar 
* (usually passive) I admit that some 
football supporters do cause trouble but 
it's not fair that we're all being tarred 
with the same brush. 
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say 


sandwich 


be one sandwich short of a picnic 
humorous 

be a couple of sandwiches short of a 
picnic humorous 
if someone is one sandwich short of a 
picnic, they are stupid or crazy * After 
talking to him for about 10 minutes I 
decided he was definitely one sandwich 
short of a picnic. 

sang froid 

sang froid 
the ability to stay calm in a difficult or 
dangerous situation * She showed 
remarkable sang froid despite a rude and 
noisy audience. 

sarcasm 

Sarcasm is the lowest form of wit. 
something that you say which means that 
using sarcasm (= saying the opposite of 
what you mean to make a joke) is 
unpleasant and is not a very clever thing 
to do e ‘We're so grateful to you for 
arriving only 20 minutes late!’ ‘Oh reaily, 
Matthew, don’t you know sarcasm is the 
lowest form of wit?’ 


saving 

a saving grace 
a good quality that makes you like 
something or someone although you do 
not like anything else about them + It’s a 
small cinema and the seats are 
uncomfortable, but the saving grace is 
that people aren't allowed to eat during 
the film. 


savoir-faire 

savoir-faire 
the ability to do or say the right thing in 
any social situation « She demonstrates 
great savoir-faire when dealing with 
clients. 


say 

You can say that again! informal 
something that you say in order to show 
you completely agree with something 
that someone has just said * ‘That was an 
absolutely delicious lunch.’ ‘You can say 
that again!” 


saying 


saying 

It goes without saying. ~ 
something that you say when you believe 
that what you will say next is generally 
accepted or understood + 7t goes without 
saying that we're delighted about the new 
baby. 


says 

What sb says goes. informal 
something that you say in order to tell 
someone which person in a group makes 
the final decisions about what happens 
* Maria's the team leader and what she 
says goes. 


scales 


The scales fall from sb's eyes. literary 
if the scales fall from someone's eyes, 
they are suddenly able to understand the 
truth « When I saw his photograph in the 
paper, the scales fell from my eyes and I 
realized I'd been conned. 

tip the scales - XC 

1 to make something more or less likely to 
happen, or to make someone more or less 
likely to succeed » (often + against) 
Recent environmental disasters have 
tipped the scales against oil producers. 
* The sudden economic growth in the area 
should tip the scales in favour of new 
investment. 

2 to weigh a certain amount e (usually + at) 
He tips the scales at just over 250 pounds. 


scalp 

be out for/after sb's scalp mainly 
American 
to want to punish someone because you 
blame them for something bad that has 
happened « The mayor has made one 
mistake too many and the voters are out 
for his scalp. 


scandal 

a scandal sheet American & Australian, 
informal 
a newspaper or magazine that contains 
many articles about shocking or 
surprising events » It’s just a scandal 
sheet — full of murders, beatings, suicides 
and little else. 
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scarce 


be as scarce as hen's teeth American & 
Australian 
to be very difficult or impossible to find 
* It was the President's inauguration and 
hotel rooms in Washington were as scarce 
as hen's teeth. 

make yourself scarce informal 
to leave, especially in order to avoid 
trouble « J think you'd better make 
yourself scarce — at least until I’ve had a 
chance to talk to your father. 


scared 

be scared shitless British, American & 
Australian, taboo 

be scared shit American, taboo 
to be very frightened e J was woken by the 
sound of someone moving around 
downstairs — I was scared shitless! 

run scared mainly American 
to be worried that you are going to be 
defeated * (usually in continuous tenses) 
There are rumours that the Democrats are 
running scared after recent opinion polls 
showed their rivals to be way out in front. 


scaredy-cat 

a scaredy-cat informal 
someone who is frightened when there is 
no reason to be €» This phrase is used 
especially by children. + Go on you 
scaredy-cat, jump in. 

scarlet 

a scarlet woman old-fashioned 
a woman who people think is morally bad 
because she has sex with a lot of men 
* She was labelled a scarlet woman and 
excluded from polite society. 

scattered 

be scattered to the four winds /iterary 
if a group of things or people are 
scattered to the four winds, they are sent 
to different places which are far away 
from each other + Homes were destroyed 
and families were scattered to the four 
winds. 


scenario 


the nightmare/worst-case scenario 
the worst thing that could possibly 
happen e J suppose the worst-case scenario 
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would be if both of us lost our jobs at the 
same time. 


scene 

set the scene 
to describe a situation where something 
is going to happen soon e First, let's set the 
scene — it was a cold dark night with a 
strong wind blowing... 


set the scene for sth >< 

if you set the scene for something, you 
make it possible or likely to happen * The 
recent resignation of two government 
ministers has set the scene for a pre- 
election crisis. 

the scene is set for sth * After a 
disastrous first half the scene was set for a 
humiliating defeat. 


scenes 


scent 


put/throw sb off the scent 

if you throw someone off the scent, you 
give them false or confusing information 
to try to stop them discovering 
something Æ A scent is a smell 
produced by an animal which can act asa 
signal to other animals trying to find or 
follow it. « The police were thrown off the 
scent for a while by faise evidence given by 
two of the witnesses. 


scheme 1 

in the grand/great scheme of things ~ 
if you say that in the grand scheme of 
things something is not important, you 
mean that it is not important when 
compared to much more serious things 
* In the grand scheme of things, whether 
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another actress has her navel pierced is 
not really that significant. 


school 

the school of hard knocks 
learning through difficult experiences 
* An early training in the school of hard 
knocks was good preparation for a career 
in politics. 


schoolboy 

schoolboy humour British & Australian 

schoolboy humor American & Australian 
stupid jokes that are rude but not 
offensive e Isn't he a bit old for this type of 
schoolboy humour? 


science 


blind sb with science British & 
Australian 
if you blind someone with science, you 
confuse them by using technical 
language that they are not likely to 
understand e J think he decided to blind us 
with science because he didn't want us 
asking any difficult questions. 


score 

know the score informal 
to know all the important facts in a 
situation, especially the unpleasant ones 
* You know the score — no payment until 
after the article is published. 

settle a score X 
to harm someone who has harmed you in 
the past » (often + with) Police believe the 
killer was a gang member settling a score 
with a rival gang. 
settle old scores » (often + with) She 
used her farewell speech to settle some old 
scores with her opponents. 


scot-free 

get away/off scot-free informal 
to avoid the punishment that you deserve 
or expect e Jf you don't take out a 
complaint against him he'll get off scot- 
free! 


scrap 

throw sb/sth on the scrap heap informal 
to get rid of someone or something that is 
not wanted or needed any more ° (usually 
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passive) Many people over forty who can't 
find a job feel they've been thrown on the 
scrap heap. 

be on the scrap heap * These kids are on 
thescrap heap as soon as they leave school. 


scratch 
not be up to scratch 
to not be of an acceptable standard or 
quality Ħ I’m afraid your last essay wasn't 
up to scratch. 
not come up to scratch British & 
Australian + Under the new system, we 
will not continue to employ teachers whose 
work doesn't come up to scratch. 
bring sb/sth up to scratch British & 
Australian * If you practise hard on this 
piece you should be able to bring it up to 
scratch by next wee 


screw 


have a screw loose informal 
to be crazy * I think that woman has a 
screw loose- she goes out in her slippers. 


screws 

put the screws on sb informal 
to use force or threats to make someone 
do what you want £» In the past, screws 
or thumbscrews were devices used to 
hurt people by crushing their thumbs in 
order to force them to do something. 
* They put the screws on him until 
eventually he was forced to resign. 
tighten/turn the screws on sb informal 
* The police are turning the screws on 
drivers who don't wear their seat belts by 
fining them. 


scrimp 

scrimp and save 
to spend very little money, especially 
because you are saving it to buy 
something expensive » (often + to do sth) 
We had to scrimp and save to buy our first 
house. 


scum 


the scum of the earth very informal m d 
if a group of people are the scum of the 
earth, they are the worst type of people 
£» Scum is a layer of unpleasant or dirty 
substance that has formed on top of a 
liquid. * People who abuse children are the 
scum of the earth. 


your sea legs 
the ability to keep your balance when 
walking on a moving ship and not feel ill 
* It took mea while to get my sea legs, but 
Ifeel fine now. 

a sea change literary 
a complete change » (often + in) The huge 
increase in the number of people working 
freelance represents a sea change in 
patterns of employment over the last 10 
years. 

be at sea British, American & Australian 

be all at sea British & Australian 
if someone is at sea, they are completely 
confused » I'm all at sea with this 
computer manual. 


put/set the seal on sth slightly formal 
to make something certain or complete 
* The ambassador's visit set the seal on the 
trade agreement between the two 
countries. 


be bulging/bursting at the seams 
informal 
if a place is bursting at the seams, it hasa 
very large number of people or things in 
it e All my family came to stay for the 
wedding and our little house was bursting 
at the seams. 

be coming/falling apart at the seams 

1 if a system or organization is coming 
apart at the seams, it is in a very bad 
condition and likely to fail e For a while it 
seemed that the whole Asian economy was 
just coming apart at the seams. 

2 if someone is coming apart at the seams, 
they are feeling extremely upset and have 
difficulty continuing to do the things 
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they usually do « It’s no excuse, but we 
were all working really hard and none of 
us noticed that Rory was just falling apart 
at the seams. 


search 


Search me! informal 
something that you say when you do not 
know the answer to a question + "Where's 
Jack gone?’ ‘Search me!" 


seat 


be in the driving seat British 

be in the driver's seat American & 
Australian 
to be in control of a situation ° The 
consumer is in the driving seat due to the 
huge range of goods on the market. 


fly by the seat of your pants informal 

to do something difficult without the 
necessary experience or ability * (often 
in continuous tenses) None of us had ever 
worked on a magazine before so we were 
flying by the seat of our pants. 

by the seat of your pants if you do 
something by the seat of your pants, you 
do it using your own experience and 
ability, without help from anyone else 
* We found our way by the seat of our 
pants, but if I ever did another jungle trek 
Idtakeaguide. x 


seats 


bums on seats British & Australian, 
informal 

fannies in the seats American, informal 
if a public performance or a sports event 
puts bums on seats, many people pay to 
go and see it « This production needs a big 
name to put bums on seats. 


second 


second best 
something that is not as good as the thing 
that you really want e I know exactly what 
sort of apartment I'm looking for and I'm 
not going to settle for second best. 

be second to none >< 
to be better than anything or anyone else 
* The hotel's restaurant facilities are 
second to none. 


play second fiddle >< 


second-class 


come off second best 
to be beaten in a competition or an 
argument e I’ve given up arguing with my 
big brother because I always come off 
second best. 


get a/your second wind British, American 
& Australian 
get a/your second breath American 
to suddenly have new energy to continue 
doing something after you were feeling 
tired * After two hours we could hardly 
walk another step, but we got a second 
wind as we neared home. 


if you play second fiddle to someone, they 
are in a stronger position or are more 
important than you » (usually + to) You'll 
have to choose between your wife and me. I 
won't play second fiddle to anyone. 


without a second thought >“ 

if you do something without a second 
thought, you do it without thinking about 
whether or not you should * She doesn't 
worry about money — she'll spend a 
hundred pounds on a dress without a 
second thought. 

not give sth a second thought « He'd 
fire you if he had to — he wouldn't give it a 
second thought. 


a second-class citizen a 
someone who is treated as if they are less 
important than other people in society 
* Although she was married to an 
Australian, Louise couldn’t get a work 
visa and it made her feel like a second- 
class citizen. 


second-guess 342 


second-guess 


second-guess sb/sth 
1 to try to guess what will happen or what 


someone will do » It’s not for us to second- 
guess the court's decision — we'll just have 
to wait and see. 

2 to criticize someone's actions or an event 
after it has happened e It’s easy to second- 
guess the team's coach — but let's face it, he 
made big mistakes. 


see 

see sb/sth for what they (really) are 
to start to understand the truth about 
someone or something, especially when 
the truth is bad *« She suddenly saw him 
for what he was - a cold-hearted, 
calculating killer. 

see it coming ; 
to see that something is likely to happen, 
especially something bad * I wasn't 
surprised when the company closed down. 
You could see it coming. 


seed 

seed money American & Australian 
money that is used to start a business or 
other activity « With $250,000 in seed 
money they started to recruit executives 
and advisers for their new venture. 

go/run to seed 
to stop taking care of your appearance so 
that you no longer look attractive « J 
almost didn't recognize John. He's really 
gone to seed since his wife left him. 


seeds . 

sow theseeds ofsth ~~ 
to do something that will cause an 
unpleasant situation in the future « He 
may be sowing the seeds of his own 
destruction by using violence against his 
people. 


seeing 

Seeing is believing. > 
something that you say which means you 
can only believe that something 
surprising or strange is true if you see it 
yourself « J’d never have imagined my 
parents could dance, but seeing is 
believing. 


seen 
have seen better days humorous A 


if something or someone has seen better 
days, they are not in such a good 
condition as they used to be * Our 
washing machine has seen better days. 
* We were met at the hotel entrance by an 
ageing porter who had evidently seen 
better days. 


have to be seen to be believed 


if something has to be seen to be 
believed, it is so surprising or shocking 
that it is difficult to believe * The 
devastation had to be seen to be believed. 


haven't seen hide nor hair of sb/sth 


informal 

if you have not seen hide nor hair of 
someone or something, you have not seen 
them for a period of time » (often + since) 
I haven't seen hide nor hair of her since 
last Sunday, and I'm beginning to get 
rather worried. 


self-made 


a self-made man 


a man who is rich and successful as a 
result of his own work and not because 
his family had a lot of money ¢ Critchley 
was a selfmade man who learned 
accounting while working in a brush 
factory. 


sell 
the hard sell 


a method of trying very hard to persuade 
someone to buy something even if they 
do not want to ù» All I did was ask for a 
price list and a carpet salesman started 
giving me the hard sell. 

opposite the soft sell ° We prefer to use the 
soft sell on our customers. We simply 
explain the insurance packages and leave 
them to decide for themselves. 


sense 
knock (some) sense into sb informal 


to use strong methods in order to teach 
someone to stop behaving stupidly « A 
month in prison should knock some sense 
into him. 
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senses shade 


come to your senses “ put sb/sth in the shade 
to start to understand that you have been to be so interesting or so good that other 
behaving in a stupid way * So you've ^ similar people or things seem less 
finally realized what a mistake you're important by comparison e I thought I'd 
making. I wondered how long it would done quite well, but Claire's exam results 
take you to come to your senses. put mine in the shade. 
bring sb to their senses *» It was my 
father who finally brought me to my shades 
senses by telling me that if Ididn't go back Shades of sb/sth. 
to college I might regret it for the restof something that you say when someone or 
my life. something makes you think of another 
set person or thing ù We visited the university 
campus and had a few drinks in the bar. 


besetinconcrete ~ 
d Shades of my student 
if an arrangement, a plan or a rule is set Ow, dan. 


in concrete, it is completely fixed so that shadow 
it cannot be changed * (usually negative) 
We've drawn up some rough guidelines — 
they're by no means set in concrete. 


a shadow of your former self 
if you are a shadow of your former self, 
you are less strong or less powerful than 
seven you were in the past * He came back to 
the seven year itch humorous work after 3 months, completely cured of 
if someone who is married gets the seven the cancer but a shadow of his former self. 


year itch, they become bored with their beyond/without a shadow of a doubt 
relationship after about seven years and if something is true beyond a shadow of 
often want to start a sexual relationship a doubt, there is no doubt that it is true 
with another person ¢ He keeps talking * This is without a shadow of a doubt the 
about all the women he knew before we best film I have seen all year. 

were married — I think he's got the seven- insb'o shadow 


year itch. if you are in someone's shadow, you 


seventh receive less attention and seem less 
important than them ¢ For most of his life 


enth x 
Bei say Reaver INONSAN he lived in the shadow of his more famous 


to be extremely happy * Since they got 


married they've been in seventh heaven. brother. 
in/under sth's shadow 
sex if you are in the shadow of an unpleasant 
a sex kitten old-fashioned event, you cannot forget that it has 


a young woman who is sexually exciting happened or might happen in the future 
or attractive £» Some women think this * The local population were living under 
phrase is offensive. ° All she needs to do is the shadow of war. 

untie her hair and remove her spectacles 

and she's transformed into a gorgeous sex Shaft " 

kitten. get the shaft American, informal “ 

a sex object if someone gets the shaft, they are not 
if someone thinks of a person as a sex treated in a fair way * The tax system is 
object, they only think about having sex all wrong - the rich just get richer and it's 
with them and do not think about their the poor who get the shaft. 
character or abilities « How on earth can give sb the shaft American, informal 
you feel anything for a man who just treats + They gave him the shaft — he lost his job 
you as a sex object? for no reason at all. 


shag 


shag 

like a shag on a rock Australian, very 
informal 
completely alone € A shag is a large sea 
bird. « They walked out and left me like a 
shag on a rock. 


shaggy 

a shaggy dog story 
a joke which is a long story with a silly 
end * My grandad insists on telling these 
shaggy dog stories, which nobody finds 
funny except him. 


shakes 

in two shakes (of a lamb's tail) old- 
fashioned 

in a couple of shakes old-fashioned 
very soon * I'll be with you in two shakes 
of a lamb's tail. 


shaking 

be shaking in your boots/shoes 
to be very frightened or anxious « Damon 
was shaking in his shoes when he heard 
all the shouting. 


shanks 

Shanks's pony British, American & 
Australian, old-fashioned 

Shank's mare American, old-fashioned 
walking as a method of travel « I missed 
the last bus and had to get home on 
Shanks's pony. 


shape 

Shape up or ship out. informal 
something that you say in order to tell 
someone that if their behaviour does not 
improve, they will have to leave « This is 
the third serious mistake you've made this 
month. It's not good enough — you're going 
to have to shape up or ship out. 

the shape of things to come 
if something is the shape of things to 
come, it is a sign of what is likely to 
become popular in the future * Is 
shopping on the Internet the shape of 
things to come? 1 

in any shape or form ~^ 
of any type * I’m opposed to war in any 
shape or form. 
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knock/lick sth/sb into shape 

whip sth/sb into shape 
to improve the condition of something or 
the condition or behaviour of someone 
* The prime minister's main aim is to 
knock the economy into shape. © Little 
Sean is a bit wild but the teachers'll soon 
lick him into shape when he starts school. 


shapes 

all shapes and sizes 
many different types of people or things 
* Mortgage deals come in all shapes and 
sizes these days. 


share 

Share and share alike. 
something that you say which means that 
it is good to share things fairly and 
equally e Come on now, don't keep them 
all to yourself — share and share alike. 


sharp 

the sharp end mainly British 
the sharp end of an activity or job is the 
most difficult part where problems are 
likely to happen * (usually + of) She 
enjoys the challenge of being at the sharp 
end of investment banking. 

be as sharp as a tack American 
to be very intelligent « He may be old, but 
he's still as sharp as a tack. 

Look sharp! 

1 old-fashioned something that you say in 
order to tell someone to hurry * Look 
sharp! We have to leave in five minutes. 

2 mainly American something that you say 
in order to warn someone about 
something e Look sharp! That ladder isn't 
very steady. 

shebang j 

the whole shebang informal X 
the whole of something, including 
everything that is connected with it « The 
party's next week but my parents are 
organizing the whole shebang. 


sheep 


I might as well be hanged/hung for a 
sheep as a lamb. 
something that you say when you are 
going to be punished for something so 
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you decide to do something worse 
because your punishment will not be any 
more severe > In the past, people who 
stole lambs were killed, so it was worth 
stealing something more because there 
was no worse punishment. » I’m going to 
be late for work anyway, so I think I'll go 
to the shop for a paper. I might as well be 
hanged for a sheep as a lamb. 

make sheep's eyes at sb old-fashioned 
to look at someone in a way that shows 
that you love them or are attracted to 
them * Ken's been making sheep's eyes at 
his ex-girlfriend all night. 

separate the sheep from the goats 
British, American & Australian 

sort (out) the sheep from the goats 
British & Australian 
to choose the people or things of high 
quality from a group of mixed quality 
* I'll look through the application forms 
and separate the sheep from the goats. 


shelf : 

ashelflife — ^^ 
the length of time that something will 
last or remain useful Æ The shelf life of 
a product is the amount of time that it 
can be offered for sale before it must be 
thrown away * These days many 
marriages have a fairly short shelf life. 

on the shelf British & Australian, old- 
fashioned 
if someone, especially a woman, is on the 
shelf, they are not married and people 
now believe they are too old to get 
married * I was afraid my daughter 
would never find a husband, that she'd be 
left on the shelf. 


shell 


a shell game American 
a method of deceiving or cheating 
someone, by moving things from one 
place to another in order to hide what 
you are doing Æ© A shell game is a game 
in which someone must guess which of 
three shells a ball or pea (- a small, 
round, green vegetable) is placed under 
when they are moved quickly around. 
* The thieves played a shell game with 
the police, constantly shifting the stolen 


goods. + He owns many small businesses 
in different states as part of a shell game 
to save on taxes. 


come out of your shell 
to become less shy and more friendly 
* Tom used to be very withdrawn but he's 
really come out of his shell since Susan 
took an interest in him. 
bring sb out of their shell ¢ Joining the 
drama group has brought Ian out of his 
shell. 


shine 

take a shine to sb informal 
to like someone immediately « I think 
Andrew has taken a bit of a shine to our 
new member of staff. 

take the shine off sth informal 
if something that happens takes the 
shine off something pleasant, it spoils it 
or makes it less enjoyable « Having my 
purse stolen took the shine off my visit to 
Dublin. 


shingle 

hang out your shingle American 
to start your own business, especially as 
a doctor or a lawyer * He hung out his 
shingle in Brandon many years ago, and 
has been a lawyer there ever since. 


ship 

jump ship 
if you jump ship, you leave a job or 
activity suddenly before it is finished, 
especially to go and work for someone 
else e Another advertising agency offered 
him $1000 to jump ship. 

when your ship comes in 
if you talk about what you will do when 
your ship comes in, you mean when you 
are rich and successful « When my ship 
comes in, I'll build you a huge house in the 
country. 


ships 

be like ships that pass in the night 
if two people are like ships that pass in 
the night, they meet once or twice by 
chance for a short time and then do not 
see each other again » I only met him once 
or twice — we were like ships that pass in 


shirt 


the night — but I've never met anyone else 
like him. 

shirt 

put your shirt on sth British & Australian 
to risk all your money on something 
because you are sure you will win e 7 put 
my shirt on the last race and lost 
everything. 
lose your shirt British, American & 
Australian * (usually + on) He said he'd 
lost his shirt on that race. 


would give you the shirt off their back 
informal 
if someone would give you the shirt off 
their back, they are extremely generous 
* Karen's not well off but she'd give you 
the shirt off her back. 


shirt-lifter 


a shirt-lifter British & Australian, 
informal 
an offensive way of referring to a man 
who is homosexual (= sexually attracted 
to other men) *« He was taunted by a 
chorus of adolescent gay haters shouting 
‘shirt-lifter!”. 

shit 

Shit or get off the can/pot! mainly 
American, taboo 
something that you say when you want 
someone to make a decision and take 
action without any more delay » It's time 
for management to shit or get off the pot. If 
they aren't going to meet the striker's 
demands they should say so. 


the shit hits the fan taboo >< 
if the shit hits the fan, a person or an 
organization gets into serious trouble « 7f 
Dad finds out how much money you spent, 
the shit will really hit the fan. 


be in deep/the shit British & Australian, 
taboo 
if someone is in deep shit, they are ina 
lot of trouble « When I crashed my uncle's 
car, I knew I was in deep shit. 


be on sb's shit list American, taboo 
if you are on someone's shit list, they do 
not like you * She blames a lot of people 
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for what happened, and you're on her shit 
list. 

get your shit together taboo ~ 
to become more organized and effective 
* He's really got his shit together since he 
left college. 

not give a shit taboo 
to not be interested in or worried about 
something or someone * You can do what 
you like. I don't give a shit! * (often + 
about) My parents don't give a shit about 
my problems. They're totally selfish. 

have shit for brains American & 
Australian, taboo 
to be very stupid ¢ What are you tolking 
about Martha? You’ve got shit for brains. 

scare the shit out of sb taboo 
to make someone feel very frightened « T 
wish you wouldn't come in without 
knocking -you scared the shit out of me. 
be shit scared taboo to be very 
frightened * But you hate heights! I bet 
you were shit scared on the big wheel. 


shit-eating 

a shit-eating grin American, taboo 
a look of extreme satisfaction on 
someone’s face that is annoying to other 
people who are less happy e Ever since she 
heard they'd won she's been sitting there 
with that shit-eating grin on her face. 


shits 

give sb the shits Australian, taboo — 
to make someone angry * She really gives 
me the shits when she makes up these 
stories about why she's late. 


shit-stirrer 

a shit-stirrer mainly British, taboo 
someone who makes trouble for another 
person, especially by saying unpleasant 
things about them * What a shit-stirrer — 
she’s gone and told his wife that she saw 
him with another woman at the party. 


shitting 

be shitting bricks taboo 
to be very frightened or worried « The 
bull was following us across the field. 
Tony was shitting bricks. 
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shivers . 

give sb the shivers informal «^ 
to frighten someone or make them 
nervous ¢ That man who hangs about in 
the lane gives me the shivers. 

send shivers down/up sb's spine 
to make someone feel very frightened or 
excited « The way he looked at me sent 
shivers down my spine. 


shoes 


step into sb's shoes 

fill sb's shoes 
to take the job or position that someone 
else had before you * When his father 
retires, Victor will be ready to step into his 
shoes. * It will take a very special person to 
fill Barbara's shoes. 


shoestring 

on a shoestring informal Y 
if you do something on a shoestring, you 
do it using very little money * The 
restaurant is run on a shoestring, so we 
can't afford to take on any more staff 


shoo-in 

a shoo-in American & Australian 
if someone is a shoo-in for a competition, 
or a competition is a shoo-in for them, 
they will win it easily « She's a shoo-in for 
re-election to the Senate. + The election 
looks like a shoo-in for our man. 


shoot 

shoot the breeze/bull American, informal 
totalk in a relaxed way about things that 
are not important *« We sat out on the 
porch until late, just shooting the breeze. 


shooting 

the whole shooting match informal 
the whole of something, including 
everything that is connected with it 
* There are four projects at present and 


short 


Gerry's in charge of the whole shooting 
match. 


shop 


shut up shop British & Australian 

close up shop mainly American 
to stop doing business, either 
temporarily or permanently «e They were 
forced to shut up shop because they weren't 
getting enough customers. 


talk shop 
if people who work together talk shop, 
they talk about their work when they are 
not at work e Even when they go out in the 
evening, they just talk shop all the time. 
shop talk * Let's change the subject. 
That's enough shop talk for one evening. 


short 

short and sweet humorous 
pleasantly short * This morning's lecture 
was short and sweet. 


a short fuse 
if someone has a short fuse, they become 
angry quickly and often * Charlie has a 
sharp tongue and a short fuse. 


a short sharp shock British & Australian 
a type of punishment that is quick and 
severe « What young offenders need is a 
short sharp shock that will frighten them 
into behaving more responsibly. 

not be short of a bob or two British & 
Australian, old-fashioned 
to have a lot of money » This guy Lester 
that she's engaged to, he's not short of a 
bob or two you know. 

draw the short straw informal 
to be the member of a group who has to 
do an unpleasant job © Sorry, Jim, you 
drew the short straw. You're on toilet- 
cleaning duty. 

fallshortofsth — ^^ 
if something falls short of a particular 
level or standard, it does not reach it 
* Sales for the first half of the year fell 
short of the target. 

get the short end of the stick American 
& Australian 
to suffer the bad effects of a situation 
* The people who get the short end of the 


short-arse 


stick are those whose income is just too high 
to qualify for help from the government. 

give sb/sth short shrift 
to give very little attention to someone or 
something, either because you are not 
interested in them or because you are 
annoyed with them e (usually passive) A 
planning application for a new nightclub 
in the town centre was given short shrift by 
the council. « Sue gave Robert short shrift 
when he turned up drunk for her party. 
get short shrift from sb * The proposal 
got short shrift from state officials. 

have sb by the short and curlies very 
informal 

have sb by the short hairs very informal 
to have complete power over someone 
* They've got us by the short and curlies. 
We have no choice but to agree. 

make short work of sth 
to deal with or finish something quickly 
* We made short work of the food that was 
put in front of us. 

pull sb up short 
if something pulls someone up short, 
they suddenly stop what they are doing, 
especially because they are very 
surprised e Seeing her picture in the paper 
pulled me up short. 
pull up short American * Carol pulled up 
short when she realized Jack could hear 
what she was saying. 

sell sb/sth short 
to not value someone or something as 
much as they deserve to be valued » Im 
fed up with people selling this country 
short. * (often reflexive) ‘Who’d employ 
me at my age?' 'Don't sell yourself short! 
You're intelligent and you've got loads of 
experience." 

stop short 
to stop walking suddenly * Lucy stopped 
short in amazement. 

stop short of sth/doing sth X . 
to decide not to do something » J stopped 
short of telling him what I really feit 
about him. 


short-arse 
a short-arse British & Australian, very 
informal 
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an offensive way of referring to someone 
who is very short ¢ Yeah, well, I might be 
fat but at least I'm not a short-arse! e Come 
here and say that, short-arse! 


short-change 


short-change sb informal 
to cheat someone by giving them less 
than they expected » (usually passive) No 
one told me the film was only an hour long 
-Iwas short-changed! 


shot 


a shot in the arm informal 
if something gives you a shot in the arm, 
it gives you encouragement or energy 
* The opening of a new research centre 
will give a much-needed shot in the arm 
Sor science in Britain. 


a shot in the dark 
an attempt to guess something when you ` 
have no information or knowledge about 
it + The whole theory is a shot in the dark — 
no-one will ever take us seriously. 


be shot to hell/pieces informal 
to be destroyed or in a very bad condition 
* His nerves were shot to hell after only 2 
years in that job. 


fire a shot across sb's/the bows slightly 

formal 

if you fire a shot across someone's bows, 
you do something in order to warn them 
that you will take strong action if they do 
not change their behaviour e Airline staff 
have fired a warning shot across the 
company's bows by threatening strike 
action if higher pay increases are not 
offered. 


get shot of sb/sth British, informal 
to get rid of someone or something « She 
got shot of her no-good husband and went 
back to university. 
be shot of sb/sth * This boy has caused 
so much trouble that the school just want 
to beshot of him. 


have a shot at sb Australian, informal ^ 
to criticize someone * It’s clear the film's 
director was having a shot at the 
government. 
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like a shot 

if someone does something like a shot, 
they do it quickly and eagerly e If I had the 
chance to go to Paris, I'd be there like a shot. 


shotgun 

a shotgun wedding British, American & 
Australian, old-fashioned 

a shotgun marriage American, old- 
fashioned 
a marriage that is arranged very quickly 
because the woman is going to have a 
baby « After a shotgun wedding at 20, she 
had 3 children before divorcing from her 
husband. 


shoulder ; 

shoulder to shoulder ~~~ 
if you stand shoulder to shoulder with a 
person or a group of people, you support 
them during a difficult time * The 
chairman stood shoulder to shoulder with 
the managing director throughout the 
investigation. 

a shoulder to cry on 
someone who gives you sympathy when 
you are upset * My father had just died 
and I needed a shoulder to cry on. 

put your shoulder to the wheel 
to work hard and make an effort » If 
everyone puts their shoulder to the wheel, 
the job will be finished in no time. 


shout 

be nothing to shout about 

not be much to shout about 
to not be especially good or exciting « The 
pay rise wasn't much to shout about, but I 
suppose it's better than nothing. 


shouting 


It's all over bar the shouting. British & 
Australian 


show-stopper 


something that you say when the result of 
an event or situation is certain * The 
Italian team played superbly, and by half- 
time it was all over bar the shouting (= it 
was certain they would win). 


show 


The show must go on. 
something that you say which means that 
an event or activity must continue even 
if there are problems or difficulties 
* There may be a war on, but here at 
the industrial design fair, the show must 
goon. 


Let's get the/this show on the road. 
informal 
something that you say in order to tell 
people you want to start an activity or a 
journey * We've got less than 2 hours to get 
this room ready for the party so let's get 
this show on the road. 


run the show informal 
to be in charge of an organization or an 
activity * (often in continuous tenses) He 
started off working in the kitchen and 
now he's running the show. 


steal theshow — 
to get all the attention and praise at an 
event or performance « All the singers 
were good, but 16-year-old Karine stole the 
show. 


showers 


send sb to the showers American 
to stop someone, especially someone on a 
sports team, from playing or working 
because they are behaving badly or their 
work is not good enough » A fight broke 
out and both players were sent to the 
showers. 


show-stopper 


a show-stopper 
a performance or part of a performance 
that is extremely good * Her conference 
speech was a real show-stopper: 
show-stopping ° (always before noun) 
She gave a show-stopping performance in 
La Traviata. 


shrinking 


shrinking 

a shrinking violet 
a very shy person * (usually negative) 
She's no shrinking violet. + I wouldn't 
exactly describe him as a shrinking violet. 


shufti 

have a shufti British, old-fashioned 
to have a quick look at something « She'd 
brought her wedding photos in so I 
thought I might have a quick shufti. 


shut 


Shut your face/gob/mouth/trap! very 
informal 
an impolite way of telling someone to 
stop talking « ‘That was a really stupid 
thing to do.’ ‘Oh, shut your trap!’ « ‘Shut 
your face, will you? I’m trying to watch 
TV. 


shuttle 

shuttle diplomacy 
an attempt to make peace between two 
groups of people who refuse to meet and 
talk to each other by meeting both groups 
separately and travelling between them 
* The shuttle diplomacy continues this 
week as ambassadors fly to Paris for more 
talks with the French. 

shy 

fight shy of sth/doing sth 
to try to avoid something * He fought shy 
of entering his poems in the competition, 
although everyone said he should. * Ellen 
Sights shy of parties — she hates crowds. 

sick 

sick at heart literary 
very sad ¢ The thought of her home so far 
away made her sick at heart. 

be as sick as a dog informal 
to be very sick Ħ She was as sick as a dog 
after that curry. 

be as sick as a parrot British, humorous 
to be very disappointed * Tim was sick as 
a parrot when he heard Manchester had 
lost the match. 

be sick and tired of sth/doing sth 
informal 

be sick to death of sth/doing sth 
informal 
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to be angry and bored because something 
unpleasant has been happening for too 
long * You've been giving me the same old 
excuses for months and I'm sick and tired 
of hearing them! » I've been treated like 
dirt for two years now and I'm sick to 
death of it! 
feel sick to your stomach American & 

Australian 

if something makes you feel sick to your 
stomach, it is so unpleasant that it makes 
you feel ill « Looking at those pieces of 
raw meat I felt sick to my stomach. 


side 


be (on) the wrong side of 30/40 etc. 
to be older than 30, 40 etc. ¢ J don’t know 
his exact age but I should say he's the 
wrong side of fifty. 
opposite be (on) the right side of 30/40 
etc. * She's not a kid anymore but she's 
certainly on the right side of (= younger 
than) 30. 

be on the side of the angels 
someone who is on the side of the angels 
is doing something good or kind * The aid 
agencies are the only people firmly on the 
sideof theangels in this conflict. 

be on the [expensive/heavy/large etc.] 
side 
to be a little too expensive, heavy, large 
etc. + It’s a really good restaurant — it's on 
the expensive side, mind. * I really like the 
table but I think it's a bit on the large side 
for our room. 

err on the side of caution 
if you err on the side of caution when 
you are deciding what to do, you do the 
thing that is safe instead of taking a risk 
* I decided to err on the side of caution and 
spend less than my full allowance. 


know which side your bread is buttered 
(on) 
to be careful not to upset people who you 
know can help you » Ollie won't refuse to 
come with us. He knows which side his 
bread is buttered. 

let the side down British & Australian 
to behave in a way that embarrasses or 
causes problems for a group of people 
that you are part of * The general feeling 


is that cleaners who ignore the union's ban 
on overtime are letting the side down. 


on the side 
in addition to your usual job « He makes a 
little money on the side by fixing people's 
cars. 

the other/wrong side of the tracks 
American & Australian 
the poor area of a town * She grew up on 
the wrong side of the tracks in a small 
southern town. 

pass by on the other side British & 
Australian 
to ignore a person who needs help 
Æ This phrase comes from a story in the 
Bible in which two people ignore an 
injured person and walk past him 
without offering him any help. « We 
cannot just pass by on the other side when 
we know people are suffering like this. 

this side of the grave /iterary 
while you are alive * My mother’s 
generation were taught to expect only 
suffering this side of the grave. 

sidelines 

stay on the sidelines 
to not be actively involved in something 
> The sidelines are the lines that mark 
the edges of a sports field. « The majority 
of western countries decided to stay on the 
sidelines during the crisis in the Middle 
East. 
be left on the sidelines * Telephone 
companies which do not offer competitive 
rates will be left on the sidelines. 


sides 

be speaking/talking out of both sides of 
your mouth American 
to say different things about the same 
subject when you are with different 
people in order to always please the 
people you are with « How can we trust 
any politicians when we know they're 
speaking out of both sides of their 
mouths? Sd 

be two sides of the same coin ^ 

be different/opposite sides of the same 
coin 
if two things are two sides of the same 
coin, they are very closely related 
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although they seem different e Violent 
behaviour and deep insecurity are often 
two sides of the same coin. ¢ Higher living 
standards and an increase in the general 
level of dissatisfaction are opposite sides 
of thesame coin. 

split your sides (laughing) 
to laugh a lot at something * We nearly 
split our sides laughing watching Paul 
trying to give the rabbit a bath. 
side-splitting * (always before noun) He 
was a great comic who could give side- 
splitting imitations of famous people. 


sideways 

knock sb sideways British & Australian 
to surprise, confuse or upset someone 
very much » The news of her brother's 
death knocked her sideways. 


siege 

a siege mentality 
the belief that you must protect yourself 
because other people are going to attack 
you * Many designers develop a siege 
mentality because they're terrified 
someone will steal their ideas. 


sieve 

have a memory/mind like a sieve 
to be very bad at remembering things 
* I've never known anyone so forgetful — 
she's got a memory like a sieve. 


sight 

be a sight for sore eyes informal 
if someone or something is a sight for 
sore eyes, you feel happy to see them * A 
cup of coffee — that's a sight for sore eyes. 
* You'rea sight for sore eyes, all dressed up 
in your new outfit. 

losesightofsth ~ 
toforget about an important idea or a fact 
because you are thinking too much about 
other things « Some members of the peace 
force seem to have lost sight of the fact that 
they are here to help people. 

out of sight American 
if the amount of something, especially 
money, is out of sight, it is very large 
* The cost of health care in this country is 
going out of sight. + These executives in 


sights 


big corporations get salaries that are out 
of sight. / 
Out of sight, out of mind. `/ 

something that you say which means if 
you do not hear about or see someone or 
something for a period of time, you stop 
thinking about them ¢ You'll soon forget 
about him after he leaves — out of sight, 
out of mind. 


sights 


Sights are the part of a gun you look 
through when you want to aim 
accurately at something. Sights is used 


in the following phrases connected 
with aiming at or achieving 
something. 


have sb in your sights 
to intend to attack or defeat someone 
* He's trying to build up his media empire 
and he has the owners of rival newspapers 
in his sights. 

have sth in your sights 
to be trying to achieve something, 
especially when you are very likely to 
succeed * After months of training, 
Hilary now has the gold medal firmly in 
her sights. 


lower your sights 
to accept something less good than the 
thing you were hoping for « With so few 
Jobs around she's had to lower her sights. 

set your sights on sth/doing sth 
to decide to achieve something e She's set 
her sights on winning. 
have your sights set on sth/doing sth » T 
hear she has her sights set on becoming a 
journalist. 

sign 

be a sign of the times 
to be something that shows that society is 
worse now than it was in the past « Young 
people are so rude these days. It's a sign of 
the times. 


signed 
signed, sealed and delivered informal 
signed and sealed informal 
if a document or an agreement is signed, 
sealed and delivered, it has been 
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officially signed and completed e A copy 
of the will, signed, sealed and delivered, 
arrived at our house the next morning. 
* There was a signed and sealed statement 
from the prime minister to confirm the 
treaty had been accepted. 


significant 

a significant other mainly American 
a person that someone is married to or 
who they have a serious sexual or 
romantic relationship with * (not used 
with the) The ad read, “Take your 
significant other to the Cafe Carlyle for a 
romantic night out.’ 


silent 


the silent majority 
the large numbers of people in a country 
or group who do not express their 
opinions publicly « What does the silent 
majority expect from a new Labour 
government? 

be as silent as the grave literary 
to be completely silent * Jt was four 
o'clock in the morning and London was as 
silent as the grave. 

silk 

You can't make a silk purse out of a 
sow's ear. old-fashioned 
something that you say which means you 
cannot make a good quality product 
using bad quality materials « To make 
chairs that'll last you need good strong 
pieces of wood. You can't make a silk 
purse out of a sow's ear. 


silly 

the silly season British & Australian, 
informal 
a period of time in the summer when 
there is not much news, especially 
political news, so the newspapers have 
articles about events that are not 
important e It’s the silly season again, 
and as usual, the papers are full of stories 
about the Loch Ness Monster. 

play silly buggers British & Australian, 
very informal 
to behave in a stupid or annoying way 
* (often in continuous tenses) Stop 
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playing silly buggers and come down off 
the roof. 


silver 


the silver screen old-fashioned ~ 
the cinema * All the stars of the silver 
screen are here tonight to celebrate this 
great occasion. 


silver-tongued 


silver-tongued literary 
a silvertongued person speaks to 
someone in a pleasant way and praises 
them in order to persuade them to do 
what they want * (always before noun) He 
was a silver-tongued orator who 
convinced many people to support him. 


sin 

asin tax American, informal 
a tax on things that are bad for you, like 
cigarettes and alcohol *« (not used with 
the) Politicians like a sin tax as it brings 
in lots of revenue and not too many 
complaints. 


live in sin humorous 
to live with someone that you are having 
a sexual relationship with but are not 
married to * (usually in continuous 
tenses) Last I heard they'd moved in 
together and were living in sin. 


sine qua non 


a sine qua non formal 
something that is necessary, especially if 
you are going to achieve a particular 
thing * (often + of) The company sees 
training as the sine qua non of success. 


sink 

sinkorswim ^ 
to fail or succeed * Newcomers are given 
no training — they are simply left to sink or 
swim. 


sinking 


a sinking feeling informal 
a feeling that something bad is going to 
happen * I had that sinking feeling you 
get going into an exam you haven't studied 
for. 


situation 


a sinking ship 
a company or other organization that is 
failing * He'd seen the company's 
accounts, realized he was on a sinking 
ship, and decided to get off. 


sins 

for my sins British & Australian, 
humorous 
something that you say in order to make 
a joke that something you have to do or 
something that you are is a punishment 
for being bad * I'm organizing the office 
Christmas party this year for my sins. 
* I'm an Arsenal supporter for my sins. 


sit 


not sit well with sb mainly American 
if a situation or an idea does not sit well 
with someone, they do not like it or 
accept it « The idea of people other than 
police combating crime does not sit well 
with many of the public. 


sitting 

a sitting duck 
something or someone that is easy to 
attack or criticize « Unarmed policemen 
walking the streets late at night are sitting 
ducks. 


be sitting on a goldmine 
to have or own something that is very 
valuable + When property prices doubled 
in our area, we suddenly realised we were 
sitting on a goldmine. 

be sitting pretty 
to be in a good situation, usually because 
you have a lot of money * They bought 
their house when prices were much lower 
so they're sitting pretty. 


situation 


a no-win situation 

a difficult situation in which whatever 
happens the result will be bad for the 
people involved « I'm in a no-win 
situation here. Whatever I do, I'm going to 
annoy someone. 

opposite a no-lose situation American 
a win-win situation American a 
situation in which whatever happens the 
result will be good * He's in a no-lose 


six 


situation. If he wins the tournament he 
gets a big bonus, and if he doesn't he's had 
valuable experience. 

six 

six of one and half a dozen of the other 
if you say that a bad situation is six of 
one and half a dozen of the other, you 
mean that two people or groups are 
equally responsible * Harriet's always 
accusing Donald of starting arguments, 
but if you ask me, it's six of oneand half a 
dozen of the other. 


six of the best British & Australian, old- 

fashioned 

if you give someone six of the best, you 
punish them by hitting them, usually on 
their bottom with a long, thin stick 
* Many teachers are faced with finding an 
alternative to six of the best for pupils who 
regularly break the rules. 


be six feet under informal 
to be dead * You're just waiting until he's 
six feet under so you can get your hands on 
his money. 

knock sb for six British & Australian, 
informal 
to surprise and upset someone a lot » It 
really knocked me for six when my ex- 
boyfriend announced he was getting 
married. 


be at sixes and sevens informal 
to be confused or badly organized « We 
were at sixes and sevens for about a week 
after we moved in. 


size 

cut sb down to size 
to criticize someone who you think is too 
confident in order to make them feel less 
confident or less proud « When he started 


he thought he knew everything, but we 
soon cut him down to size. 


try sth for size British & Australian 

try sth on for size American & Australian 
to test something or to think about an 
idea in order to decide whether it works 
or whether you can use it « Try that for 
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size. It's the new software programme I've 
been working on. « The government is still 
trying some ideas on for size before 
committing itself to action. 


skates 


Get your skates on! British & Australian, 

informal 

something that you say in order to tell 
someone to hurry * (usually an order) Get 
your skates on! We're going to miss the 
train. e House buyers should get their 
skates on if they want to buy while prices 
are low. 


skeleton 


a skeleton in the/your cupboard British 
& Australian 

a skeleton in the/your closet American 
an embarrassing secret + Jf you want to 
be a successful politician, you can't afford 
to have too many skeletons in your 
cupboard. 


skid 


skid row mainly American, informal 

a poor area in a city where people who 
have no jobs and homes live in cheap 
rooms or sleep outdoors * She works as a 
social worker with alcoholics on skid 
row. 

skid-row mainly American, informal 
* (always before noun) He ended up back 
ina skid-row hotel. 


skids 


be on the skids informal 
to be having a lot of problems and be 
likely to fail © I hear their space 
programme is on the skids. 


hit the skids 

1 Australian, informal to leave a place 
quickly « When his ex-girlfriend arrived 
at the party Ben really hit the skids. 

2 Australian, informal to make a vehicle 
stop very suddenly * A car suddenly 
pulled out in front of us and Jake hit the 
skids. 

3 Australian, informal to get into a very 
bad situation, especially by losing your 
money, home, or job « Poor old Dennis has 
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really hit the skids since he split up with 
his wife. 


put the skids under sb/sth British & 
Australian, informal 
to make something likely to fail 
* Opposition from local residents has put 
the skids under plans for a new nightclub. 


skies 

praise sb/sth to the skies 
to praise someone or something very 
much At first she would praise him to the 
skies for every minor achievement. 


skin 

be skin and bone/bones | 
to be extremely thin * We saw a few stray 
dogs that were nothing but skin and 
bones. 


get under sb's skin 

1 to annoy someone ¢ It really got under my 
skin when he said women were bad 
drivers. 

2 to affect someone very strongly in a way 
that is difficult to forget « Something 
about the haunting beauty of the place 
really got under my skin. 


It's no skin off my nose. British, 
American & Australian, informal 

It's no skin off my (back) teeth. 
American, informal 
something that you say which means you 
do not care about something because it 
will not affect you * We can go in his car if 
he prefers. It's no skin off my nose. 


make sb's skin crawl 
if something or someone makes your 
skin crawl, you think they are very 
unpleasant or frightening e Just thinking 
about the way he had touched her made 
her skin crawl. 


nearly jump out of your skin 
if you nearly jump out of your skin when 
something happens, it makes you feel 


slap 


very surprised or shocked e J heard a loud 

bang and nearly jumped out of my skin. 
save sb's skin 

to save someone from failure or 

difficulties « You saved my skin telling my 

parents I stayed with you last night. 


sky 

The sky’s the limit. 
something that you say which means 
there is no limit to what something or 
someone can achieve » With two 
important film roles and a major award, 
it seems like the sky's the limit for this 
talented young actress. 


sky-high 

blow sth sky-high 
to make something that someone is 
trying to achieve fail completely, often by 
telling people something which should 
have been a secret « He blew the whole 
deal sky-high by telling the newspapers 
about it. 


slack 


cut sb some slack American & Australian, 
informal 
to allow someone to do something that is 
not usually allowed, or to treat someone 
less severely than is usual « Officials have 
asked the Environmental Protection 
Agency to cut Utah some slack in enforcing 
the Clean Air Act. 


pick/take up the slack American & 
Australian, informal 
to do the work which someone else has 
stopped doing, but which still needs to be 
done » When Sue starts going out to work 
each day, Bob and the kids will have to 
take up the slack and help more at home. 


slap and tickle mainly British, old- 
fashioned, humorous 
sexual activity that is not serious « They 
were having a bit of slap and tickle on the 
sofa when I walked in. 


aslap inthe face > 
an action that insults or upsets someone 


* (often + for) The decision to close the 


sledgehammer 


sports hall was a slap in the face for all 
those who had campaigned to keep it open. 


aslap on the back 
praise or approval « We gave her a big 
slap on the back for helping to organize 
the concert. 

aslap on the wrist 
a warning or punishment that is not 
severe ¢ J got a slap on the wrist for 
arriving late again. 
get your wrist slapped * We got our 
wrists slapped for leaving the door 
unlocked all night. 


sledgehammer 


use a sledgehammer to crack a nut 

British & Australian 

to do something with more force than is 
necessary to achieve the result you want 
Æ A sledgehammer is a large, heavy tool 
with a wooden handle and a metal head 
that is used for hitting things. « Sending 
ten men to arrest one small boy was a clear 
case of using a sledgehammer to crack a 
nut. 


sleep 


sleep on it 
to not make an immediate decision about 
a plan or idea, but to wait until the next 
day in order to have more time to think 
about it « You don't have to give me your 
decision now. Sleep on it, and let me know 
tomorrow. 

could do sth in their sleep 
if someone could do something in their 
sleep, they can do it very easily, usually 
because they have done it so often » I’ve 
done the same recipe so many times I could 
do it in my sleep now. 

not lose sleep over sth 
to not worry about something * J don't 
intend to lose any sleep over this problem. 

sleeping 

let sleeping dogs lie 
to not talk about things which have 
caused problems in the past, or to not try 
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to change a situation because you might 
cause problems • His parents never 
referred to the shoplifting incident again. I 
suppose they thought it best to let sleeping 
dogs lie. » It wasn't that we didn't want to 
improve the school — it was more a case of 
letting sleeping dogs lie. 


sleeve 


have sth up your sleeve 
to have a secret idea or plan e If this trip 
doesn't work out I've still got a few ideas 
up my sleeve. 


sleeves 


roll your sleeves up 
to prepare for hard work ù Our local team 
need to roll their sleeves up and put a bit 
more effort into their football. 


sleight 

sleight of hand 

1 ways of deceiving people which you need 
Skill to do e Some mathematical sleight of 
hand was required to make the figures add 
up. 

2 quick, clever movements of your hands, 
especially when performing magic tricks 
* With impressive sleight of hand he 
produced two pigeons out of his top hat. 


slice 

a slice of life 
if a film, a play or a piece of writing 
shows a slice of life, it shows life as it 
really is + The drama, a slice of life about 
a group of unmarried mothers, starts 
tonight. 

a slice of the cake British, American & 
Australian 

a slice of the pie American 
a part of the money that is to be shared 
by everyone « The government has less 
money to spend on education this year, so 
primary schools will get a smaller slice of 
the cake than last year: 


any way you slice it mainly American, 
informal 

no matter how you slice it mainly 
American, informal 
something that you say which means you 
will not change your opinion about 
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something, whatever anyone says about 
the matter « He shouldn't have hit her, any 
way you slice it. 


a slime ball informal 
an unpleasant man who is friendly in a 
way which is not sincere » 7 don't know 
what she sees in him — he's such a slime 
ball! 


the slings and arrows (of outrageous 

fortune) literary 

unpleasant things that happen to you 
that you cannot prevent Æ This phrase 
comes from Shakespeare's play, Hamlet. 
Slings and arrows are weapons used to 
attack people, and fortune means things 
that happen to you. + We all have to suffer 
the slings and arrows, so there's no point 
getting depressed when things go wrong. 


slip 


a slip of the tongue X 
a mistake you make when speaking, such 
as using the wrong word * Did I say she 
was forty? I meant fourteen — just a slip of 
the tongue. 


give sb the slip informal 
to escape from someone who is with you, 
following you, or watching you è There 
was a man following me when I left the 
office, but I gave him the slip on the 
crowded main street. 


let slip sth 
to say something that you did not intend 
to say because you wanted to keep it 
secret « Pam let slip an interesting bit of 
gossip yesterday. * (often + that) Stupidly, 
I let it slip that they'd decided not to give 
him the job. 


There's many a slip twixt cup and lip. 

literary 

something that you say in order to warn 
someone not to be too confident about the 
result of a plan, because many things can 
go wrong before it is completed « We still 
might finish in time for the deadline, but 
there's many a slip twixt cup and lip. 


small 


slippery 

aslippery slope ~ 
asituation or habit that is likely to lead to 
a worse situation or habit ¢ Jf you let kids 
stay up late a few nights you're on a 
slippery slope. * My advice is to keep 
away from all drugs. It's a slippery slope. 

beasslipperyasaneel ~ 
someone who is as slippery as an eel 
cannot be trusted € An eel is a long fish 
which has a body like a snake. « You'd be 
mad to go into business with him. He's as 
slippery as an eel. 


slow 


do a slow burn American & Australian, 
informal 
to have a feeling of anger that gradually 
increases * As he heard more about the 
plan to develop the area for industrial use 
he started doing a slow burn. 


smack-bang 


smack-bang British, American & 
Australian, informal 

smack-dab American, informal 
exactly in a particular place, especially 
in the middle of somewhere e» (always + 
adv/prep) She lives smack-bang in the 
middle of London. 


small beer British, American & 
Australian, informal 

small potatoes American & Australian, 
informal 
something that is not important, 
especially when compared to something 
else * A loan of that size is small beer — 
these banks are lending millions of 
pounds a day. * And we are not talking 
small potatoes — building the airport 
means many people in the area will lose 
their homes. 


small fry informal 

1 people, organizations, or activities that 
are not large or important e The small fry 
are soon going to be pushed out of 
business by all these multinationals. 
* This investigation is small fry for a 
police force used to massive inquiries. 


smart 


2 American, humorous very young 
children * These computer games will 
really intrigue the small fry in your house 
— kids love them. 


a small fortune 
a lot of money » Her hair ought to look 
good - she spends a small fortune on it. 

the small hours 
the early hours of the morning * (often + 
of) I was up till the small hours of 
Wednesday morning finishing off that 
report. * She was born in the small 
hours of Saturday morning. 

be grateful/thankful for small mercies 
if someone should be grateful for small 
mercies, they should feel grateful that 
something good has happened, although 
it is not everything that they wanted 
* They've agreed to end the meeting half 
an hour early I suppose we should be 
thankful for small mercies. 


Don't sweat the small stuff. American, 
informal 
something that you say in order to tell 
someone not to worry about things that 
are not important « Don't sweat the small 
stuff, Sam. It's just office gossip — no one 
takes it seriously. 

in small doses 
if you like someone or something in 
small doses, you only like them for short 
periods ¢ She's all right in small doses but 
I wouldn't want to spend a whole lot of 
time with her. 

It's a small world. 
something that you say when you 
discover that someone knows a person 
that you know * Imagine you knowing 
Erik! It's a small world, isn't it? 

make sb feel small 
to say something which makes someone 
feel not important or stupid * As a 
manager you have to be able to criticize 
people but you don't want to make them 
feel small. 


smart 


smart drugs British & Australian 
drugs which make you more intelligent 
or make you think more clearly « J have 
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my exams in two weeks — I could use some 
smart drugs. 


a smart alec/aleck informal 

someone who is always trying to seem 
more clever than everyone else in a way 
that is annoying « Some smart alec in the 
audience kept making witty remarks 
during my talk. 

smart-alec/-aleck ¢ (always before noun) 
He’s just some smart-alec journalist. 


asmart bomb 
a bomb that guides itself by receiving 
signals from the ground * Laser-guided 
smart bombs were hitting targets only 
about 60 per cent of the time. 


a smart cookie American 
someone who is clever and good at 
dealing with difficult situations « Jf 
anyone can make this company succeed, 
it's Kathy — she's one smart cookie. 


a/your smart mouth American, informal 
if someone has a smart mouth, they 
speak in a way that is too clever and does 
not show enough respect for other people 
* If you aren't more careful, your smart 
mouth could lose you your job. 


the smart money 

1if the smart money is on something 
happening, or on someone or something 
being successful, people with a good 
knowledge about it believe that is what 
will happen * Hurt's best-actor award 
surprised even Hollywood insiders — the 
smart money was on Jack Nicholson. 
* The smart money says that the industry 
will end up drastically reduced. 

2 money which is spent by people who are 
very successful in business « The smart 
money is coming back into mortgages as 
the best investment right now. 


smart-arse 


a smart-arse British, very informal ~ 

a smart-ass American, very informal 
someone who is always trying to seem 
more clever than everyone else in a way 
that is annoying *« OK, smart-arse, do you 
have a better idea? 
smart-arse British, 
smart-ass American, 


very informal 
very informal 
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* (always before noun) That’s all I need — 
some smart-ass kid telling me what to do! 


smarty ae 

a smarty pants informal ~~ 
someone who is always trying to seem 
more clever than everyone else in a way 
that is annoying e Cindy, the little smarty 
pants, will be the first to tell us where we 
went wrong. 


smelling 
come out/up smelling of roses British & 


snail 


smoke-and-mirrors * (always before 
noun) City Hall has saved taxpayers little 
with its smoke-and-mirrors trick of using 
money set aside for building renovations. 


smoke signals >- 


a sign that something is probably going 
to happen * All the smoke signals from 
Downing Street indicate that the taxpayer 
will have to pay up again. * Conflicting 
smoke signals are coming from the the 
peace talks, and it is impossible to say how 
they are going. 


Australian the (big) smoke British & Australian 


come out/up smelling like roses 
American 
if you come out smelling of roses, people 
believe you are good and honest after a 
difficult situation which could have 
made you seem bad or dishonest « There 
was a major fraud investigation, but 
Smith still came out smelling of roses. 

smile 6 

crack a smile informal 


a big city, especially London, Sydney or 
Melbourne » So when were you last in the 
smoke, then? 


blow smoke American 


to say things that are not true in order to 
make yourself or something you are 
involved with seem better than it is « The 
team put on an unbelievable performance. 
I'm not just blowing smoke — they were 
great. 


to smile, especially when you do not feel go up in smoke 


like smiling * (usually negative) The man 

barely cracked a smile at his friend's joke. 
wipe the smile off sb's face 

to make someone feel less happy or 


if a plan or some work goes up in smoke, 
itis spoiled or wasted * Then his business 
went bankrupt and 20 years of hard work 
went up in smoke. 


confident, especially someone who is There's no smoke without fire. 
annoying you because they think they Where there's smoke, there's fire. 


are very clever e Tell him you saw Helena 
at the cinema with another guy — that 
should wipe the smile off his face. 
smiles 
be all smiles 
to look very happy and friendly, 
especially when other people are not 
expecting you to Ħ She spent the whole of 


something that you say which means that 
if people are saying that someone has 
done something bad but no one knows 
whether it is true, it probably is true « He 
claims that they were just good friends 
and that they never slept together but 
there's no smoke without fire, that's what I 
say. 


yesterday shouting at people and yet this smoking 
morning she's all smiles. a smoking gun 


smoke 

smoke and mirrors American & 
Australian 
something which is intended to confuse 
or deceive people, especially by making 


information which proves without doubt 
that someone committed a crime * A 
smoking gun was found in the form of an 
incriminating memorandum and Walker 
was convicted of theft. 


them believe that a situation is better snail 
than it really is e Smoke and mirrors snail mail humorous 


made the company seem bigger and 
healthier than it really was. It was just 
clever marketing. 


the system of sending letters through the 
post « What's your preferred means of 
communication? Fax, email or snail mail? 


snake 


at a snail's pace 
very slowly Æ A snail is a small animal 
with a shell that moves very slowly. « The 
roads were full of traffic and we were 
travelling at a snail's pace. 


snake 


snake oil American, informal 
advice or solutions to problems which 
are of no use Æ People used to sell 
substances called snake oil in the US 
which they said would cure illnesses but 
which were of no use. ¢ In my opinion, 
government measures for balancing the 
budget are just so much snake oil. 
a  snake-oil salesman American, 
informal someone who tries to sell you 
something of no value « The American 
people are too easily deceived — the perfect 
target for any passing snake-oil salesman. 

a snake in the grass ~ 
someone who pretends to be your friend 
while secretly doing things to harm you 
* It's upsetting to learn that someone you 
once viewed as a good colleague is in fact a 
snake in the grass. 

snap 

Snap to it! British, American & 
Australian, informal 

Snap it up! American, informal 
something that you say to someone when 
you want them to hurry ¢ We're leaving in 
five minutes so you'd better snap to it. 
* Snap it up, can't you? Surely you've had 
enough time to write that letter! 


snappy 

Make it snappy! informal 
an impolite way of telling someone to 
hurry * We'd like four coffees please, and 
make it snappy! 


not to be sneezed/sniffed at informal 

1 if something, especially an amount of 
money, is not to be sneezed at, it is large 
enough to be worth having * And there's 
the increase in salary to be considered. 
£3000 extra a year is not to be sneezed at. 

2 if something or someone is not to be 
sneezed at, they are important or 
dangerous enough to deserve serious 
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attention * Goodman is not a man to be 
sniffed at. 

be nothing to sneeze/sniff at American 
& Australian, informal » Blizzards with a 
foot of snow are nothing to sneeze at even 
in the mid-West. 


snook 


cock a snook British, old-fashioned 
to show that you do not respect 
something or someone by doing 
something that insults them * (usually + 
at) In the end he refused to accept his 
award, cocking a snook at the film 
industry for which he had such contempt. 


snow 


a snow job American & Australian, 
informal 
an attempt to persuade or deceive 
someone by praising them or not telling 
the truth e Danny'll need to do a snow 
job on his Dad if he's going to borrow the 
car again. 


snowball 


a snowball effect X 
a situation in which something increases 
in size or importance at a faster and 
faster rate + The more successful you 
become, the more publicity you get and 
that publicity generates sales. It’s a sort of 
snowball effect. 

not have a snowball’s chance in hell — 
to have no chance at all of achieving 
something * (usually + of + doing sth) 
With those grades she hasn't a snowball's 
chance in hell of getting into college. 


snuff 
a snuff movie 
a film that is intended to be sexually 
exciting which shows a person being 
murdered » In May ‘92 he was arrested 
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and charged with importing snuff movies 
into the country. 
up to snuff mainly American 

if someone or something is up to snuff, 
they are of an acceptable standard or 
quality « (often negative) Their wine list 
is very good but I'm afraid the food isn't 
really up to snuff * The police force is 
replacing its older patrol cars to make 
sure they all come up to snuff. + We have 
spent a tremendous amount of money 
bringing the department up to snuff. 


snug 

be as snug as a bug in a rug humorous 
to feel very comfortable and warm 
because you are in bed or under a cover 
* You get in your nice warm bed with your 
teddy and you'll be as snug as a bug ina 
rug! 

soaked 

be soaked to the skin 
to be extremely wet « The rain was so 
heavy we were soaked to the skin after only 
ten minutes. 
get soaked to the skin * J had no 
umbrella so I got soaked to the skin. 


soapbox 

get on your soapbox 
to start expressing strong opinions, 
especially about a subject that people are 
bored of hearing you speak about © A 
Soapbox is a wooden box that people 
stood on in the past when they were 
making a speech in public. » Jt was that 
point in the evening when my father got on 
his soap box and started lecturing us on 
the evils of the modern world. 

sob 

asob story 
a sad story that someone tells you about 
themselves in order to make you feel 
sympathy for them ¢ She told me some sob 
story about not having enough money to 
go and see her father who was ill. 


sober 


be as sober as a judge 
to not be at all drunk * It's awful when 
everyone else around you has been 
drinking and you're as sober as a judge. 


soft 


social 


a social climber 
someone who tries to join a higher social 
class, especially by becoming friends 
with people from that class « He was a 
dedicated social climber and was at all the 
best parties. 

sock 

Put a sock in it! informal 
an impolite way of telling someone to be 
quiet e Put a sock in it! Some of us are 
trying to work around here. 


socks 


blow/knock your socks off informal 
if something knocks your socks off, you 
find it extremely exciting or good « Im 
going to take you to a restaurant that'll 
knock your socks off. 

pull your socks up 
to make an effort to improve your work 
or behaviour because it is not good 
enough » He's going to have to pull his 
socks up if he wants to stay in the team. 

work your socks off informal 
to work very hard *« The lawyers that I 
know earn a lot of money but they work 
their socks off. 

[beat/bore/charm etc.] the socks off sb 
if someone beats, bores, charms etc. the 
Socks off someone, they beat, bore, or 
charm them completely « He was one of 
those teachers who bored the socks off his 
students with his classes. 


sod 

Sod's Law British, humorous 
the way in which plans fail and bad 
things happen where there is any 
possibility of them doing so « It's Sod's 
Law that on the one occasion when the 
train arrives on time, I’m late! 


soft 

soft in the head informal 
stupid or crazy * I can't change my mind 
now, she'll think I've gone soft in the 
head. 

be soft on sb old-fashioned 
to be in love with someone » 7 think Conor 
must be soft on Julie — he keeps sending 
her cards. 


softly 


have a soft spot for sb/sth 
to feel a lot of affection for someone or 
something, often without knowing why 
* I've got a real soft spot for Thomas — I 
just find something about him very 
appealing. 

softly 

a softly, softly approach British & 
Australian 
a gradual way of solving a problem that 
shows patience and does not involve 
immediate action or force + The recent 
unrest in the capital suggests that the 
government's softly, softly approach to 
reform is not working. 

sold 

be sold a pup British, informal 
to be tricked into buying something that 
is not worth anything * I'm afraid you've 
been sold a pup there. You should always 
get an expert to look over a second-hand 
car before you buy it. 

soldier 

a soldier of fortune literary 
someone who fights for any country or 
group that will pay him « A soldier of 
fortune in the service of both Christian 
and Muslim kings, he was constantly 
fighting from 1065. 

solid 

be as solid as a rock 
to be very solid « So much furniture these 
days is so flimsy - this table here was made 
a hundred years ago and it's solid as a 
rock. 


some 

and then some American & Australian 
and even more « It looked like 20,000 
people and then some at the 
demonstration. ‘Did Joe give you a hard 
time?’ ‘Yeah, and then some!’ 


son 

Son of a bitch! mainly American, very 
informal 
something that you say in order to show 
that you are very angry or upset Ħ Son of 
a bitch! Have you seen what he wrote in 
this letter? 
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a son of a bitch 

1 American & Australian, very informal a 
man who is unpleasant or who has made 
you angry * He's a lazy, drunken son of a 
bitch and she's better off without him. 

2 American, very informal a way of 
referring to an object, an activity, or a 
situation which causes difficulties for 
you » Cleaning up after the robbery was a 
son of a bitch. 


Son of a gun! American & Australian, 
very informal 
something that you say in order to show 
that you are very surprised and shocked 
e Son of a gun! I can't believe they put her 
in jail for that! 


a son of a gun 

1 American, informal a man who is 
unpleasant or who has made you angry 
* He's one mean son of a gun — so be 
careful around him. 

2 American & Australian, informal if you 
call a man or a boy a son of a gun, it isa 
way of showing affection for them « The 
little son of a gun has done it again — he's 
won all his races. 

3 American, informal a way of referring to 
an object which is causing problems for 
you or making you angry e The 
computer's crashed and I don't know how 
to get the son of a gun working again. 


song 


a song and dance American 
a long and complicated statement or 
story, especially one that is not true 
* (usually + about) She gave me some 
song and dance about her kids always 
being sick and not being able to get to the 
meetings. 


be on song British 
to be playing or performing well 
* Ravanelli looked a bit tired in last 
Saturday's match but he's certainly on 
song tonight. 


for a song 
very cheaply » This is one of my favourite 
pieces of furniture and I got it for a song in 
a market. « Property prices have come 
right down — houses are going for a song 
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(= being sold very cheaply) at the 
moment. 
make a song and dance about sth/doing 

sth British & Australian 

to make something seem more important 
than it really is so that everyone notices 
ite Ionly asked her to move her car but she 
made such a song and dance about it. « He 
made a real song and dance about giving 
up meat. 


sooner 


No sooner said than done. 
something that you say when something 
is done as soon as someone asks for it or 
suggests it « ‘Would you mind closing the 
window for a while?' *No sooner said than 
done.* 


sore 

asorepoint/spot /*. 
a subject which someone would prefer 
not to talk about because it makes them 
angry or embarrassed » (often + with) J 
tried not to make any reference to Mike's 
drinking habits — I know it's a sore point 

with Kay at the moment. 


sorrows 
drown yoursorrows ^ 
to drink alot of alcohol because you want 
to stop feeling sad * I’ve got a bottle of 
whiskey here — shall we stay in and drown 
our sorrows? 


sorts 


be out of sorts 
to feel slightly ill or slightly unhappy 
* I'd been feeling tired and headachy and 
generally out of sorts for some time. 

It takes all sorts (to make a world.) 
something that you say which means that 
all people are different and even strange 
people should be accepted * Now the 


south 


couple next door, they go swimming in the 
sea in the middle of winter. Well, it takes 
all sorts, as they say. 

soul 

be the soul of discretion 
to be good at not talking about things that 
other people want to keep secret « As 
regards Nigel, he's the soul of discretion. 
I'm quite sure he won't mention this to 
anyone. 

sell your soul (to the devil) 
to do something bad in order to succeed 
or get money or power * As far as Mike 
was concerned, he badly wanted the job 
and he'd sell his soul to the devil to get it. 


be as sound as a bell 
to be very healthy or in very good 
condition « Her constitution is as sound as 
a bell. 

be as sound as a dollar American, old- 
fashioned 
if a machine or an object is as sound as a 
dollar, it works well and is in very good 
condition * The engine has been as sound 
asa dollar since it was overhauled. 


soup 

be in the soup old-fashioned 
to be in trouble * This team know that if 
they lose on Saturday, they'll really be in 
the soup. 

from soup to nuts American, informal 
from the beginning to the end « She told 
us everything about the trip, from soup to 
nuts. 

sour 

sour grapes 
if you say that something someone says 
is sour grapes, you mean that they said it 
because they are jealous * I don't think 
it's such a great job — and that's not just 
sour grapes because I didn't get it. 

south F 

go south American, informal >< 
to lose value or quality « When oil prices 
went south, it caused problems right 
across the economy. * She played well in 
the tennis championships, except her serve 
seemed to have gone south. 


space 


space 

a space cadet humorous 
a strange or crazy person » I wouldn't 
trust him with the children — he's a real 
space cadet. 

Watch this space. 
something that you say which means that 
you think there will soon be exciting 
changes in a situation » I have plans for 
my career. Watch this space. 

spade 

call a spade a spade 
to tell the truth about something, even if 
it is not polite or pleasant * You know me, 
I call a spade a spade and when I see 
someone behaving like an idiot, I tell them. 


spades 

in spades mainly American 
in large amounts or to a very great 
degree « The thing that you absolutely 
must have for this job is confidence — and 
Adam has it in spades. * I don't get colds 
often, but when I do I get them in spades. 

spare 

be like a spare prick at a wedding 
British, taboo, humorous 
to feel silly because you are present at an 
event but no one needs you and no one is 
talking to you * Everyone else there had 
come with their partners and I was left 
feeling like a spare prick at a wedding. 

go spare British & Australian, informal ~ 
to become very angry * She'd go spare if 
she found out he was spending all that 
money. 

spark 

a spark plug American, informal 
a person with a lot of energy and ideas 
who encourages the other people in a 
group * The school's new principal is the 
spark plug in a team that includes 
parents, teachers and community. 


sparks 

sparks fly 
if sparks fly between two or more people, 
they argue angrily * They don’t have the 
easiest of relationships and when they get 
together in a meeting sparks fly. 
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speak 

speak for itself/themselves x 
if something speaks for itself, it does not 
need any explanation * I’m not going to 
talk about our business successes. I think 
the report speaks for itself 
let sth speak for itself/themselves 
* The book offers no analysis of Bonnard's 
work, it just lets the paintings speak for 
themselves. 


speaking 

not be on speaking terms 
to be refusing to talk to someone because 
you have had an argument and are still 
angry with them e (often + with) She's not 
on speaking terms with her ex-husband. 
e Jeanette and her mother haven't been on 
speaking terms since the wedding. 


spec 

on spec 
if you do something on spec, you do it 
without being sure that you will get what 
you want *« You could always turn up at 
the airport on spec and see what's 
available on the day. ¢ I sent in an article 
on spec and they published it. 


spectacle 

make a spectacle of yourself 
to do something that makes you look 
stupid and attracts other people's 
attention * I wasn’t going to make a 
spectacle of myself by dancing with my 
grandma! 


spectre 

raise the spectre of sth British, American 
& Australian 

raise the specter of sth American 
to make people worry that something 
unpleasant will happen « Drought and 
war have raised the spectre of food 
shortages for millions of people. 
* Napoli’s 1-0 defeat at Bologna raised the 
spectre of relegation for the Italian 
champions. 


speed 


up to speed 
if you are up to speed with a subject or an 
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activity, you have all the latest 
information about it and are able to do it 
well » (often + with) We arranged for 
some home tutoring to get him up to 
speed with the other children in his class. 
* (often + on) Before we start the meeting, 
I'm just going to bring you up to speed on 
the latest developments. 


spick 

be spick and span 
a place that is spick and span is very tidy 
and clean * The kitchen was spick and 
span as ever every surface wiped down 
and everything in its place. 


spin 

a spin doctor X 
someone whose job is to make sure that 
the information the public receives about 
a particular event makes them approve of 
the organization they work for, usually a 
political party e In politics, this is the age 
of thespin doctor and image maker. 

be in a spin 
to be very anxious and confused e She's in 
a spin over the arrangements for the party. 
send/throw sb into a spin * News of 
the director’s resignation had sent 
management into a spin. 


spirit 

as/when the spirit moves you humorous 
if you do something when the spirit 
moves you, you only do it when you want 
to * He'll cook now and again, when the 
spirit moves him. 

enter/get into the spirit of sth 
to show that you are happy to be at a 
social event by talking to a lot of people, 
dancing, or wearing special clothes 
* ‘Hey, I like your hat!’ ‘Well, I thought I'd 
better enter into the spirit of things." 
* I'm afraid I was feeling too ill to really 
get into the spirit of the evening. 


spit 

spit and polish 
cleaning and rubbing ù All it needed was a 
bit of spit and polish and we got it looking 
as good as new. 


spoke 


spit nails American & Australian, 
informal 

spit chips/tacks Australian, informal 
to speak or behave in a way that shows 
you are very angry * He was spitting nails 
when he saw what had happened to his 
car. 

I could (just) spit! informal 
something that you say when you are 
very angry usually because of 
something someone has done « When I 
think of all the hours I put into that 
company and that's how they treat me. I 
could just spit! 

spit-and-sawdust 

spit-and-sawdust British 
aspit-and-sawdust pub (= type of bar that 
is found in Britain) is dirty and untidy 
and is not modern or attractive * (always 
before noun) There are one or two spit- 
and-sawdust pubs in the town centre but 
nothing remotely trendy. 


spitting 
be the spitting image of sb 


to look very much the same as someone 
else « He's the spitting image of his father. 
splash 
make a splash x< 
to get a lot of public attention e It wasn't 


a best-seller but it did make quite a splash 
in American literary circles. 


spleen 


vent your spleen 
to express anger e (often + on) Politicians 
used the press conference as an 
opportunity to vent their spleen on 
reporters. 

spoiling 

be spoiling for a fight 
to be very eager to fight or argue about 
something * The trouble was caused by a 
group of demonstrators who were 
obviously spoiling for a fight. 

spoke 

put a spoke in sb’s wheel British & 
Australian 
to spoil someone else’s plans and stop 
them from doing something ° Tell him 


spoon-fed 


you're using the car that weekend — that 
should put a spoke in his wheel. 


spoon-fed 

be spoon-fed 
to be given too much help or information 
* When I was at school we weren't spoon- 
fed, we had to work things out for 
ourselves. 


sporting 

a sporting chance 
a good chance that something will 
happen, although it is not certain e It’s by 
no means definite but there's a sporting 
chance he'll get the job. 


spot 
glued/rooted to the spot 
if you are glued to the spot, you cannot 
move, usually because you are very 
shocked or frightened * J stood there 
rooted to the spot as he came nearer and 
nearer. 
hit the spot 
if food hits the spot, it tastes good and 
makes you feel satisfied « Mmm, that 
pecan pie hit the spot. 


on-the-spot » (always before noun) Her 
on-the-spot reports from war zones around 
the world won her several awards. 

3 if you run or turn on the spot, you do it 
without moving away from the place 
where you are + J ran on the spot for ten 
minutes to warm myself up. 

put sb on the spot 

to cause someone difficulty or make 

them embarrassed by forcing them at 

that moment to make a difficult decision 
or answer an embarrassing question 

* Steve rather put him on the spot by 

asking when we were going to get a pay 

rise. 
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spotlight 

be in the spotlight mainly American 
to get attention and interest from the 
public * J always assumed she liked being 
in the spotlight. 
steal the spotlight mainly American » It 
was said that he was jealous of his wife 
because she stole the spotlight from him. 


spots 

knock spots off sb/sth British & 
Australian, informal 
to be very much better than someone or 
something else * There's a vegetarian 
restaurant in Brighton that knocks spots 
off any round here. 

spout 

be up the spout British, informal 
to be pregnant » His sister's only just 
turned sixteen and she's up the spout. 

up the spout British & Australian, 
informal 
wasted or spoiled » Pete lost his job so that 
meant our holiday plans went up the 
spout. * And they refused to give me a 
refund so that was two hundred pounds up 
the spout. 

spring 

be no spring chicken humorous 
to not be young any more e He must be ten 
years older than Grace, and she's no 
spring chicken. 


spur 


spur-of-the-moment * (always before 
noun) We hadn't planned to get married — 
it was a spur-of-the-moment thing. 
spurs f 
earn/win your spurs > 
to do something to show that you deserve 
a particular position and have the skills 
needed for it « He won his political spurs 
fighting hospital closures during his time 
asa local councillor in Bristol. 
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square 

asquare meal 
a big meal that provides your body with 
all the different types of food it needs to 
stay healthy * Most of these supermodels 
don't look like they've had a square meal 
in their life. « If you're only eating a 
chocolate bar for lunch you need a good 
square meal in the evening. 

a square peg (in a round hole) ~~ 
someone whose character makes them 
completely wrong for the type of work 
they are doing or for the situation they 
are in ù» I never did understand what 
Paddy was doing in accounts - he was a 
square peg in a round hole. 


be on the square mainly American 
to be completely honest in what you say 
and do « So this guy you're buying the car 
from - how do you know he's on the 
square? 


squeaky 

squeaky clean 

1someone who is squeaky clean is 
completely good and honest and never 
does anything bad * Journalists have 
been trying to discover whether the 
Senator really is as squeaky clean as he 
claims to be. 

2 completely clean * I love the squeaky 
clean feel of my hair after I've washed it. 

squeeze 

put the squeeze on sb/sth 

1to try to influence a person or 
organization to make them act in the way 
you want « Human rights activists hope 
the US president will put the squeeze on 
the island's rulers. 


2to cause problems for someone, 
especially by making it difficult for them 
to achieve something » The recession has 
put the squeeze on many small businesses. 


stab 


have/make a stab at sth/doing sth 
to try to do something, or to try an 
activity that you have not done before 
* I'd never tried water skiing before, but I 
hada stab at it while I was in Greece. « She 
made a reasonable stab at solving the 
problem. 


stable 


closing/shutting the stable door after 

the horse has bolted 

trying to stop something bad happening 
when it has already happened and the 
situation cannot be changed * Improving 
security after a major theft would seem to 
be a bit like closing the stable door after 
the horse has bolted. 


staff 


the staff of life literary 
a food such as bread that is eaten in large 
amounts by a lot of people * Bread is the 
staff of life, which is why we only use the 
finest organic flour to make ours. 


^ 


stag 


a stag night/party 
a party for a man who is going to get 
married, to which only his male friends 
are invited « On Keith’s stag night, his 
friends left him tied to a lamp-post in 
Trafalgar Square, wearing only his 
underpants. 

go stag American 
if a man goes stag to a social event, he 
goes without a woman e He usually 
prefers to go stag to parties. 


stage 

set the stage for sth 
if you set the stage for something, you 
make it possible or likely to happen « The 
purpose of that first meeting was to set the 
stage for future co-operation between 
Russia and the USA. 


stake 


the stage is set for sth *« The stage is now 
set for a really exciting climax to this 
year's championship. 


stake 


go to the stake mainly British 

if you say you would go to the stake for a 
belief or principle, you mean you would 
risk anything in order to defend it © In 
the past, the stake was the wooden post to 
which people were tied before being 
burned to death as a punishment. « She 
believed passionately that the government 
were wrong on this issue and was 
prepared to go to the stake for her views. 


stakes 


pull up stakes American & Australian 
to leave the place where you have been 
living * He pulled up stakes in Indiana 
and moved, permanently. 


stalking 


a stalking horse 

1 a politician who tests the strength of a 
party's support for its leader by 
competing for the job of leading the party 
although they do not really intend to be 
elected « He was a stalking horse, 
intended to undermine what was regarded 
at the timeas a weak leadership. 

2 something that is used to hide someone's 
real purpose e It’s feared that the talks are 
just a stalking horse for a much wider deal 
between the two parties. 


stall 


set out your stall British & Australian 
to show other people that you are 
determined to do something * We've set 
out our stall to win the championship and 
we'll be disappointed if we don't. 


stand 


stand or fall by sth 
if you stand or fall by something, that 
thing alone causes you to succeed or fail 
* The new television channel will stand or 
fall by its ability to attract younger 
viewers. 

stand up and be counted 
to let people know your opinions, 
although it might cause trouble for you 
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* Those who did have the courage to stand 
up and be counted were arrested and 
imprisoned. 

make a stand 
to make a determined effort to defend 
something or to stop something from 
happening e I feit the situation had existed 
for far too long and it was time to make a 
stand. Z 

take a stand 
to publicly express an opinion about 
something, especially to say whether you 
support or are against something 
* (usually + on) Many politicians fail to 
take a stand on equal rights for women. 


standard-bearer 


a standard-bearer 
someone or something that represents a 
particular group of people or set of ideas 
* (often + of) He's the standard-bearer of 
the party's right. * (often for) The 
Centre Party has long been the standard- 
bearer for environmental ideas. 


standing 


could do sth standing on your head 
informal 
if you could do something standing on 
your head, you can do it very easily, 
usually because you have done it many 
times before e I’ve done this job for so long 
Icould do it standing on my head. 

leave sb/sth standing British & 
Australian 
to be much better than everyone or 
everything else e Stella’s singing was so 
good, she left the others standing. * This is 
the best hoover I've ever had. It leaves the 
rest standing. 


stands 

asitstands >< 
as something is now, without changes to 
it e The law as it stands is very unclear: 
* As it stands, the Panel's decisions can be 
reviewed by the courts. 


staring 


be staring sb in the face 
1 if a solution to a problem is staring you 
in the face, it is very obvious « We spent 


369 


ages wondering how we could make more 
space in the shop and the answer was 
staring us in the face all the time. 

2 if an unpleasant experience is staring 
you in the face, it is very likely to happen 
to you ¢ With only one day's supply of 
water left, death was staring him in the 


stark naked 
completely naked « He walked into the 
room stark naked. 


be stark raving mad British, American & 
Australian 

be stark staring mad British 
to be completely crazy * She looked at me 
as though she thought I was stark raving 
mad. 

starry-eyed 

starry-eyed X 
happy and hopeful about something, in a 
way which prevents you from thinking 
about the bad things about it « Starry- 
eyed youngsters may dream of running 
away to the circus but life on the road is far 
from romantic. + Her accounts of small 
town America are far less starry-eyed than 
many writers. 


stars 

stars in your eyes 
someone who has stars in their eyes is 
very excited and hopeful about the future 
and imagines they are going to be very 
successful and famous * She was a girl 
with stars in her eyes and dreams of 
becoming famous. 


start 

bring/pull sb up with a start 
if something that someone says brings 
you up with a start, it surprises you and 
often causes you to suddenly stop what 
you were doing * The sound of his voice 
pulled me up with a start. 


state 

the state of play British & Australian 
the present situation » (often + in) The 
article provides a useful summary of the 
current state of play in the negotiations. 


steam 


state-of-the-art 


station 


marry beneath your station old- 
fashioned 
to marry someone who belongs to a lower 
social class than you » Her father, who felt 
that she had married beneath her station, 
refused to speak to her: 

status quo © 

thestatus quo ^ 
the situation as it is at present, without 
any changes * The army having 
maintained the status quo for so long, is 
embarking on a series of reforms. 


steam 


Steam is the hot gas that is produced 
when water boils and in the past it was 
used to give power to machines and 


vehicles. Steam is used in the following 
phrases connected with a person's 
energy and ability to do things. 


let off steam British, American & 
Australian 

blow off steam American & Australian 
to do or say something that helps you to 
get rid of strong feelings or energy 
* Meetings give people the chance to let off 
steam if something has been bothering 
them for a long time. * After a long 
journey, the kids need to run around a bit 
and let off steam. * I've told her she can 
call me and talk any time she wants to 
blow off steam. 

pick up steam American 
to start to be much more effective or 
successful « In the third month the 
campaign really started to pick up steam. 
* There are signs that the economy is 
picking up steam. 

under your own steam 
without help from anyone else • Don't 
bother sending a car for us — we can get 
there under our own steam. 


stem 


stem 


from stem to stern American 
from one end of something to the other 
* Weoverhauled the car from stem to stern. 


step 


Step on it! British, American & 
Australian, informal 

Step on the gas! American & Australian, 
informal 
something that you say to someone when 
you want them to drive more quickly 
e Step on the gas, will you, we have to be 
there in five minutes! 

Mind/Watch your step. 
something that you say in order to tell 
someone to walk carefully « Watch your 
step, the floor's wet and it's a bit slippery. 


watch your step 
to make sure that you do not say or do 
anything that causes you to get into 
trouble « He'd better watch his step if he 
wants to carry on working here. 


stew 


be in a stew old-fashioned 
to be worried and confused about 
something « She was in a stew over the 
party arrangements. 


leave sb to stew 

let sb stew 
if you leave someone to stew, you leave 
them to worry about something bad that 
has happened or something stupid they 
have done * J could have said a few 
comforting words and made him feel 
better but I thought I'd let him stew a 
while instead. 


stick 

stick in your gullet/throat informal 
if a situation or someone's behaviour 
sticks in your gullet, it annoys you, 
usually because you think it is wrong 
* What really sticks in my gullet is the way 
hetreats the women in the office. 

a stick to beat sb/sth with British 
something that gives you an excuse for 
criticizing someone or something that 
you do not like or approve of « As far as 
the opposition are concerned, the slightest 
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hint of scandal is yet another stick to beat 
the government with. 


get on the stick American 
to force yourself to hurry or to start 
working ¢ If I get on the stick I'll finish the 
report by this evening. 

get/take [a lot of/some etc.] stick 
British, informal 

come in for [a lot of/some etc.] stick 
British, informal 
to be criticized or laughed at because of 
something that you do » (often + from) I 
get a lot of stick from people at work over 
the way I dress. * The government has 
come in for a lot of stick from the press 
over its handling of the crisis. 
give sb [a lot of/some etc.] stick 
British, informal * (often + about) I got 
your name wrong when I first met you. I 
recall you gave me a lot of stick about that. 

more sth than you can shake a stick at 
old-fashioned 
a very large number of something « J 
don't know why she wants more shoes — 
she's already got more pairs than you can 
shake a stick at. 

sticking y 

a sticking point ~ 
a subject that people who are involved in 
a discussion cannot agree about « The 
role of the army was the main sticking 
point at Thursday's abortive talks. « Pay 
has been a major sticking point in 
negotiations. 

stick-in-the-mud 

a stick-in-the-mud 
someone who has old-fashioned ideas 
and does not want to try new activities 
* Anyway, I'm not interested in married 
men.’ ‘Oh, don't be such a stick-in-the- 
mud.’ 


sticks 


Sticks and stones may break my bones 
(but words will never hurt me). 
something that you say which means that 
people cannot hurt you with bad things 
they say or write about you ¢ Criticism 
has never bothered me. Sticks and stones 
may break my bones, and all that. 
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up sticks British & Australian 

pick up sticks Australian 
to leave the place where you have been 
living * I was even thinking I might up 
sticks and move to somewhere completely 
neu. 


sticky 

be (batting) on a sticky wicket British & 
Australian 
to be in a difficult situation because you 
have not behaved in the correct way * You 
know you're batting on a sticky wicket 
there, not paying tax. 

come to/meet a sticky end British & 
Australian, humorous 
to die in an unpleasant way * Of course 
the villain comes to a sticky end in the last 
act of the play. 

have sticky fingers 
someone who has sticky fingers often 
steals things * Another wallet has been 
stolen, so it looks as though someone in the 
office has sticky fingers. 


stiff 


a stiff upperlip . 
an ability to stay calm and not show 
feelings of sadness or fear * You weren't 
allowed to show emotion in those days. 
You had to keep a stiff upper lip at all 
times. * I never once saw my father cry or 
show any sign of vulnerability — it's that 
old British stiff upper lip. 

be as stiff as a board 

1 to be very stiff » It's so cold out there — the 
washing was as stiff as a board when I 
brought it in off the line. 

2 if you are as stiff as a board, your body 
feels stiff and hurts when you try to move 
it, usually after a lot of physical exercise 
* [ cycled fifty miles yesterday and when I 
woke this morning I was as stiff asa 
board. 


still 

still waters run deep 
something that you say which means 
people who say very little often have very 
interesting and complicated personalities 
* He's quiet and shy, it's true, but still 
waters run deep. 


stocking 


sting 

a sting in the tail British & Australian 
an unpleasant end to something that 
began pleasantly especially a story or 
suggestion » At the start, it's humorous 
and light but like most of her short stories, 
there's a sting in the tail. 

take the sting outofsth 
to make something that is unpleasant a 
little less unpleasant e Humour, of course, 
can take the sting out of almost any 
unpleasant situation. 


stink 

kick up a stink British, informal 

makel/raise a stink American, informal 
to complain angrily about something 
that you are not satisfied with « He kicked 
up a stink at the restaurant because the 
meal was late. 


stir 
cause/create a stir >= 
to cause a lot of interest and excitement 


* Emma caused quite a stir in her little 
black dress last night. 

stir-crazy 

stir-crazy mainly American, informal 
upset and nervous because you have been 
in one place for too long £» Stir is a word 
used in American English for a prison. 
* It's no wonder she's going stir-crazy, 
shut in that tiny house all day with three 
young children. 


stitch 

A stitch in time (saves nine). 
something that you say which means it is 
better to deal with a problem early before 
it gets too bad * Jf you don't repair the oil 
leak now, you might damage the whole 
engine. It's a case of a stitch in time. 


stitches 


have sb in stitches informal 
to make someone laugh a lot « She told a 
couple of jokes that had us all in stitches. 


stocking 


in (your) stocking/stockinged feet 
wearing socks or a similar covering on 
your feet, but not wearing shoes * She 
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crept upstairs in stocking feet so as not to 
wake the baby. + He stood five feet five in 
his stockinged feet. (- his height was 
five feet five, without shoes) 


order to help them catch other criminals 
* Once they discovered he was a stool 
pigeon, it was only a matter of time before 
they had him killed. 


stomach stops 
not have the stomach for sth —— pull out all the stops 
have no stomach for sth " 


to not feel brave or determined enough to 
do something unpleasant « Demoralised 
and exhausted, the soldiers did not have 
the stomach for another fight. 


stone 

be carved/set in stone 
if an arrangement, a plan, or a rule is set 
in stone, it is completely fixed so that it 


to do everything you can to make 
something successful £» The stops are 
handles on an organ (- a large 
instrument used in churches), which you 
pull out when you want to play as loudly 
as possible. « They pulled out all the stops 
for their daughter's wedding. * (often + to 
do sth) The airline certainly pulled out all 
the stops to impress us. 


cannot be changed « (usually negative) store 


The rules aren't set in stone; they can be 
altered to suit changing circumstances. 
* These are just a few ideas to be discussed 
— nothing is carved in stone. 

leave no stone unturned 
to do everything that you can in order to 
achieve something or to find someone or 
something * Both organizations have 
vowed to leave no stone unturned in the 
search for peace. 

sinklikeastone  - 
to fail completely Ħ He had published two 
novels, both of which sank like a stone. 


a stone's throw 


mind the store American 


to be responsible for dealing with 
arrangements at work or at home while 
the person who is usually responsible is 
not there * So who's going to be minding 
the store while your manager's away? 


set great/much store by sth 


to believe that something is very 
important or valuable « I’ve always set 
great store by his opinion. « What would 
happen if this relationship that she set so 
much store by ended? 


storm 


a very short distance * (usually + from) a storm in a teacup British & Australian 


We were staying in a small apartment just 
a stone's throw from the beach. 
* (sometimes + away) The city centre is 
only a stone's throw away. 


stony 


fall on stony ground 

if a request, a warning, or advice falls on 
stony ground, people ignore it ®© This 
phrase comes from the Bible. + Repeated 
requests to stop the fighting have fallen on 
stony ground. * Warnings about the 
disastrous effect on the environment fell on 
stony ground. 


a situation where people get very angry 
or worried about something that is not 
important ¢ (not used with the) I think it's 
all a storm in a teacup — there's probably 
no danger to public health at all. 


ride out/weather the storm 


to continue to exist and not be harmed 
during a very difficult period *« When 
smaller companies were going bankrupt, 
the big companies with wider interests 
managed to ride out the storm. * It 
remains to be seen if the President will 
weather the political storm caused by his 
remarks. 


stool take sb/sth by storm > 


a stool pigeon 
a person, especially a criminal, who 
secretly gives information to the police in 


to suddenly be very successful in a 
particular place or with a particular 
group of people * Today we're 
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interviewing the 20-year-old fashion 
designer who has taken Paris by storm. 
[dance/sing/talk etc.] up a storm 
American, informal 
todo something with a lot of energy Ħ Her 
dog barks up a storm every time the phone 
rings. * They were sitting in a corner, 
talking up a storm. 


story 

butthat'sanotherstory . 
something that you say when you have 
spoken about something, but do not want 
to say anything more about it at that time 
* Alex, meanwhile, was falling madly in 
love with Nicky, but that's another story. 
* Funnily enough, we bumped into each 
other again in Amsterdam, but that's 
another story. 

It's/That's the story of my life. humorous 
something that you say when something 
bad happens to you that has happened to 
you many times before * She said she just 
wanted us to be friends. That's the story of 
my life. 

That's my story and I'm sticking to it. 
humorous 
something that you say when you have 
given an explanation about yourself 
which is not completely true ù I'm not fat, 
I've just got big bones. Well, that's my 
story and I'm sticking to it! 


^ 


straight 

as straight as a die British & Australian 

as straight as a pin American 
completely straight *« The road runs 
straight as a die for fifty miles. 

can't think straight 

not be thinking straight 
if you can't think straight, you are not 
thinking calmly and clearly about 
something + I was so tired I wasn't 
thinking straight any more. « There are so 
many people talking, I just can't think 
straight. 

couldn't lie straight in bed Australian, 
informal 
if you say someone couldn't lie straight 
in bed, you mean they are very dishonest 
* Nothing you could say about Pete would 


~ with a e I don't know how 


straight 


surprise me. The man couldn't even lie 
straight in bed. 


you can stand there and repeat all that 
nonsense with a straight face. 
straight-faced * She remained rigidly 
straight-faced while everyone else was 
falling about with laughter. 


play a straight bat 
1 British to avoid answering someone's 


questions or giving them the information 
they want *« When asked about the affair, 
he plays a straight bat. 


2 British, old-fashioned someone who plays 


a straight bat is honest and has 
traditional ideas and beliefs « Wilf has 
played a straight bat all his life - I can't 
believe he'd get mixed up in anything 
illegal. 


Straight is used in the following 


phrases connected with being honest 
and sincere. 


straight from the shoulder American 


if you speak straight from the shoulder, 
you speak directly and honestly * I gave 
it to him straight from the shoulder. 
"You're talking garbage,’ I said. 
straight-from-the-shoulder American 
* Then he spoke and it was his usual 
straight-from-the-shoulder performance. 


straight up British & Australian, informal 


something that you say in order to 
emphasize that you are being honest or to 
ask someone whether they are being 
honest ¢ Straight up, John, I never laid a 
finger on her. * You're not telling me she's 
sixty! Straight up? 


a straight arrow American 


someone who is very honest and careful 
to behave in a socially acceptable way 
* Friends describe Menendez as a straight 
arrow who rarely drank and was close to 
his family. 


straining 


straight-arrow ¢ (always before noun) In 
most of his films he plays the straight- 
arrow, all-American guy. 


a straight shooter American & Australian 
someone who you can trust because they 
are very honest e He'll mean what he says 
— he'sa straight shooter. 
shoot straight American * Marvin will 
shoot straight (= be honest) with you. He's 
a good guy to do business with. 


the straight and narrow humorous 
if you keep on the straight and narrow, 
you behave in a way that is honest and 
moral e The threat of a good beating 
should keep him on the straight and 
narrow. * Have you ever been tempted to 
stray from the straight and narrow? 


be as straight as a die 
to be completely honest * You can trust 
Penny to tell you the truth — she's as 
straight as a die 


Give it to me straight. informal 
something that you say when you want 
someone to tell you something 
unpleasant directly and honestly * Just 
give it to me straight. How badly hurt is 
he? 


straining 


be straining at the leash 
to be very eager to do something that you 
are being prevented from doing at the 
present time * Meanwhile we hear that 
our soldiers have reached a peak of fitness 
and are straining at the leash. 


straw 


a straw in the wind 
something that shows you what might 
happen in the future * (usually plural) 
There were one or two straws in the wind 
yesterday that suggested an offensive was 
imminent. 


the straw that breaks the camel's back 
the last in a series of unpleasant events 
which finally makes you feel that you 
cannot continue to accept a bad situation 
* Losing my job was bad enough but 
having the relationship end like that was 
the straw that broke the camel's back. 
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the final/last straw 

the last in a series of unpleasant events 
which finally makes you feel that you 
cannot continue to accept a bad situation 
* One night he came home drunk at 5 
o'clock in the morning and that was the 
last straw. + He'd been unhappy at work 
for a long time but the last straw came 
when he was refused promotion. * (often + 
for) Lucy leaving was the last straw for 
him and he pretty much gave up the will to 
live. 


straws 


clutch/grasp at straws 

1 totry any method, even those that are not 
likely to succeed, because you are in such 
a bad situation * (usually in continuous 
tenses) He's hoping that this new 
treatment will help him but I think he's 
clutching at straws. 

2 to try to find reasons to feel hopeful about 
a situation when there is no real cause 
for hope * (usually in continuous tenses) 
She thinks he might still be interested 
because he calls her now and then but I 
think she's clutching at straws. 


street 


street smarts American 
the knowledge and experience you need 
in order to deal with difficult and 
dangerous situations in a city « The kids 
around here may not be much good at 
reading or writing, but they sure havea lot 
of street smarts. 

be (just/right) up sb's street 
if something is right up someone's street, 
it is exactly the type of thing that they 
know about or like to do » J’ve got a little 
job here which should be right up your 


street. 

the man/woman/person in the street M 
a typical, ordinary person * Do the plans 
for celebrating the millennium take into 
account the views of the man in the street? 


streets 


be streets ahead British & Australian 
to be much better or more advanced than 
someone or something else » (usually + 
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of) In terms of profitability, the company 
is streets ahead of its nearest rival. « He's 
fairly average at English but his maths is 
streets ahead of any other kid in the class. 


strength 

go from strength to strength >< 
to become better and better or more and 
more successful ¢ The firm has gone from 
strength to strength since he took over as 
manager. 

on the strength of sth 

1 if you do something on the strength of 
facts or advice, you do it because you are 
influenced by them * On the strength of 
the projected sales figures, we decided to 
expand our business. 

2 if you get a job or an opportunity on the 
strength of something you have done, 
you get it because what you did was good 
enough to persuade someone you deserve 
it « He was accepted for the writing course 
on the strength of a few articles in his local 
paper. 


a pillar/tower of strength 
someone who gives a lot of support to 
someone else who is in a difficult 
situation Ħ Roger was a tower of strength 
when my parents died. 


stride 


get into your stride British & Australian 
hit your stride American & Australian 
to start to do something well and 
confidently because you have been doing 
it for enough time to become familiar 
with it « Once I get into my stride, I’m sure 
I'll work much faster. « She began writing 


strings 


novels in the 1930's but really only hit her 
stride after the war. 


take sth in your stride British, American 
& Australian - 

take sth in stride American ^ 
to calmly and easily deal with something 
unpleasant or difficult and not let it 
affect what you are doing « There’s a lot of 
pressure at work but she seems to take it 
all in her stride. « A certain amount of 
criticism comes with the job and you have 
to learn to take it in stride. 


string 


another string to your bow British & 
Australian 
an extra skill or qualification which you 
can use if you cannot use your main one 
* If you can teach English as well as yoga, 
it’s another string to your bow. 
have [a lot of/a few/several etc.] 
strings to your bow British & 
Australian ¢ She's a trained counsellor 
and she does pottery classes in the 
evenings — she has several strings to her 
bow. 


have sb ona string 
to completely control someone’s 
behaviour e She can get him to do 
anything she wants — she’s got him on a 
string. 

strings i 

no strings (attached) A 
if there are no strings attached to an 
offer or arrangement, there is nothing 
that is unpleasant or not convenient that 
you have to accept in order to get the 
advantage from the offer » It’s very rare 
that you get a loan that size with no 
strings attached. + The donation has no 
strings attached, so the charity is free to 
use it for whatever purpose it chooses. 
opposite with strings (attached) * Most 
of their so-called 'special offers' come with 
strings attached, so beware. 

pull strings >< 
to secretly use the influence that you 
have over important people in order to 
get something or to help someone ¢ J may 
be able to pull a few strings for you if you 
need the document urgently. p 


strip 


pull the strings 
to be in control of an organization, often 
secretly * I'd really like to know who's 
pulling the strings in that organization, 
because it's not the elected committee. 

strip 

tear sb off a strip British, informal 

tear a strip off sb British & Australian, 
informal 
tospeak angrily to someone because they 
have done something wrong e He tore her 
off a strip for being late. 

stripes 

earn your stripes 
to do something to show that you deserve 
a particular rank or position and have 
the skills needed for it « She earned her 
stripes as a junior reporter before 
becoming education correspondent. 

stroke 


astrokeofluck ^ 
something good that happens to you by 
chance e Phil was driving up to 
Manchester that evening and gave me a 
lift so that was a stroke of luck. « By a 
stroke of luck, someone at work 
happened to be selling very cheaply 
exactly the piece of equipment that I 
needed. 

strong 

a strong stomach 
the ability to watch very unpleasant 
things without getting upset or feeling ill 
* (often + to do sth) Some of the war scenes 
are fairly horrific - you need to have a 
strong stomach to watch them. 

be sb's strong point/suit 
if an ability or quality is your strong 
suit, you have a lot of it * (usually 
negative) It has to be said, logic isn't 
Katherine's strong point. « Charm is not 
his strong suit but at least he knows it. 

be as strong as an ox 
a person who is as strong as an ox is very 
strong * Get Carl to lift it — he's as strong 
as an ox. 

come on strong 

1 informal to speak to someone in a way 
that shows you have a strong sexual 
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interest in them * Towards the end of the 
evening he was coming on strong and I 
knew it was time to leave. 

2 mainly American to speak to someone in 
a very angry or threatening way * J have 
to come on strong with some of the guys to 
get them to cooperate. 


stubborn 


be as stubborn as a mule 
to be very determined not to change your 
decision or opinion about something, 
even when it is wrong * You won't get him 
to change his mind — he's as stubborn asa 
mule. 


stuck 


squeal like a stuck pig informal 
to make a long, high sound, usually 
because you are hurt » Jt was only a 
scratch, but he started squealing like a 
stuck pig. 


stud-muffin 


a stud-muffin American, informal 
a sexually attractive and sexually active 
young man e She met her latest stud- 
muffin in the gym. 


stuff 


Stuff and nonsense! old-fashioned 
something that you say when you think 
something is not true or is stupid e Stuff 
and nonsense! I never said anything of the 
sort! 


do your stuff informal 
to do something that people know you are 
good at or are expecting you to do * Well, 
here's the make-up kit. Do your stuff! «e She 
came on stage, did her stuff, and was out of 
the theatre within an hour. 


strut your stuff informal, humorous 
to show your skill at doing something 
that involves movement, especially 
dancing ¢ J thought you'd be up there on 
the dance floor, strutting your stuff! 
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stuffed 


a stuffed shirt 
someone, especially a man, who behaves 
inaformal, old-fashioned way and thinks 
they are very important e I knew he was a 
banker and expensively educated so I was 
expecting him to be a stuffed shirt. 

Get stuffed! very informal 
something that you say when you are 
annoyed with someone or you want 
someone to go away * Oh, get stuffed, 
Jordan! You're not so perfect yourself. 

stuffing 

knock the stuffing out of sb 
to make someone feel less confident or 
physically weaker * An operation like 
that is bound to knock the stuffing out of 
you. * It was their third defeat in a row 
and it really knocked the stuffing out of 
them. 


stumbling 


stump 

on the stump mainly American 
a politician who is on the stump is 
travelling to different places in order to 


make speeches and get support, 
especially before an election * On the 
stump in North Dakota, Anderson took 
time out to give this interview to our 
reporter. 


style 

cramp sb's style 
to prevent someone from enjoying 
themselves as much as they would like, 
especially by going somewhere with 
them * Are you sure you don't mind your 
old mother coming along with you? I'd 
hate to cramp your style. 


sublime 


from the sublime to the ridiculous 7 
from something that is very good or very 
serious to something that is very bad or 


supper 


silly * The evening went from the 
sublime to the ridiculous, an hour-long 
piano recital followed by two hours of 
karaoke. 

suck 

suck it and see British & Australian, 
informal 
to try something that you have not done 
before to discover what it is like or 
whether it will be successful *« I’m not 
sure at this stage whether it's the right job 
for me — I've just got to suck it and see. 

sucker 

play sb for a sucker American & 
Australian, very informal 
to treat someone as if they are stupid 
* Don't try to play me for a sucker: I want to 
know where the rest of the money went. 


suit 


sun 

think the sun shines out (of) sb's 
arse/backside British & Australian, very 
informal 
to love or admire someone so much that 
you do not think they have any faults 
* You're never going to hear Maggie 
criticizing Jim - she thinks the sun shines 
out his backside! 

under the sun 
everything under the sun is everything 
that exists or is possible « We talked about 
everything under the sun. + She seems to 
havean opinion on every subject under the 
sun. 

supper 

sing for your supper old-fashioned 
to do something for someone else in order 
to receive something in return, 
especially food « Dan's upstairs fixing my 
computer — I'm making him sing for his 
supper. 
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sure 


sure as hell American & Australian, very 
informal 
something that you say to emphasize that 
you are very angry or determined about 
something » J sure as hell wish I'd never 
asked him to my house. 


sure thing American, informal 
something that you say in order to agree 
to someone's request e 'Can you give mea 
ride tomorrow morning?’ ‘Sure thing — no 
problem.’ 


as sure as eggs (are/is eggs) British & 
Australian, old-fashioned 
something that you say when you are 
certain about what is going to happen or 
what someone will do « He'll be back 
again next week asking for more money, 
sure as eggs is eggs. 

be a sure thing American & Australian, 
informal 
to be certain to happen or to succeed e It’s 
a sure thing she'll buy the most expensive 
jacket in the store. e His re-election is 
hardly a sure thing. 


surface 


scratch the surface 
if you scratch the surface of a subject or 
a problem, you only discover or deal with 
a very small part of it « (usually + of) Up 
to now newspaper articles have only 
scratched the surface of this tremendously 
complex issue. 


swath 


cut a swath/swathe through sth 
to cause a lot of destruction, death, or 
harm in a particular place or among a 
particular group of people * Violent 
electrical storms cut a swath through 
parts of the South yesterday. + The AIDS 
epidemic has already cut a swath through 
the fashion industry. 

swear 

swear blind British & Australian 

swear up and down American & 
Australian 

swear black and blue Australian 
to say that something is completely true, 


especially when someone does not 
believe you * He swore up and down that 
he'd never seen the letter. e If I ask her, 
I know she'll swear blind she locked 
the door * He swore black and blue 
he had nothing to do with the missing 
money. 


sweat 


by the sweat of your brow literary 
if you earn the money that you use to live 
on by the sweat of your brow, you earn it 
yourself, by doing hard, often physical 
work e A decent, hard-working man, he 
supported his family by the sweat of his 
brow. 


Don't sweat it! American, informal 
something that you say in order to tell 
someone not to worry * Don't sweat it! 
We've got plenty of time to get there before 
the show starts. 


in a (cold) sweat 
very frightened or anxious * J dreamed 
I'd left the tickets at home and woke up in 
a cold sweat. e Just the thought of 
addressing all those people is enough to 
bring me out in a cold sweat. (= make 
me feel very anxious) 


sweep 


sweep sth under the carpet British, 
American & Australian 

sweep sth under the mat/rug American 
& Australian 
totry to hide a problem or keep a problem 
secret instead of dealing with it e The 
incident has forced into the open an issue 
that the government would rather have 
swept under the carpet. «e The evidence was 
on film and the police couldn't just sweep 
it under the rug. 


sweet 


sweet Fanny Adams informal 

sweet FA very informal 
nothing £» ‘Fanny Adams’ and ‘FA’ are 
used in this expression to avoid saying 
‘fuck all’. © Why's Mark dispensing 
advice? He knows sweet Fanny Adams 
about computers! « And what did we get 
for all our hard work? Sweet FA! 
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sweet nothings ^. swings 


romantic things that people who are in it’s swings and roundabouts British & 
love say to each other « He kept leaning Australian 


across the table, whispering sweet what you lose on the swings, you gain 


nothings in her ear. on the roundabouts British & 
a sweet deal American & Australian, Australian 
informal something that you say to describe a 


a very good business agreement or situation in which there are as many 
arrangement » It’s a sweet deal for the advantages as there are problems e Jf you 
companies who get these franchises. make more money, you have to pay more 

t = tax, so what we gain on the swings, we lose 
on the roundabouts. « It's swings and 
roundabouts, really. If you save money by 
buying a house out of town, you pay more 
to travel to work. 


cop it sweet Australian, informal 
to be lucky in a way that you did not sword 
expect « We copped it sweet this afternoon asword of Damocles hangs over sb's 
—the boss went home early. head literary 

keep sb sweet a sword of Damocles hangs over sb 
to do things to please someone so that literary 
they help you or treat you well in the 1f a Sword of Damocles hangs over 


future e I like to keep the neighbours sweet someone, they are in a situation where 
in case we have to borrow a. ladder or something bad is likely to happen to 
them very soon Æ This phrase comes 


somethi m them. 
ng fro from a story about Damocles who had 
sweet-talk to eat his food with a sword hanging 
sweet-talk sb into doingsth ~~~ over him which was tied up by a single 


to persuade someone to do something by hair * You live with this sword of 
saying nice things to them e Don’t lethim Damocles hanging over your head, 


sweet-talk you into staying the night. knowing that you carry the virus for a 
t deadly disease. 
swing 
swing both ways informal swords 


to be sexually attracted to both men and — beat/turn swords into ploughshares 

women e I’ve seen her out with men as formal 

well. She swings both ways, you know. to stop preparing for war and to start 
get into the swing of it/things using the money you previously spent on 

to become familiar with an activity or weapons to improve people's lives e It 

situation so that you can start doing it would have been unrealistic to expect a 

well or enjoying it « J was just getting into country like the United States to turn 

the swing of things when they transferred swords into ploughshares the moment the 

me to another department. *« I hadn't Cold War ended. 

worked in an office for a few years and it cross swords with sb 

took me a while to get back into the to argue with someone • We don't always 

swing of it. agree, in fact I've crossed swords with her 
go with a swing British, old-fashioned several times at committee meetings. 

if an event, especially a party, goes with a 

swing, it is very exciting and successful System 

* A traditional jazz band — now that getit out of your system 

would help your party go with a swing. to get rid of a bad feeling or a need to do 
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something, often by expressing that systems 

feeling or by doing whateveritisthatyou all systems go 

want to do « Jf she wants to see the world, something that you say which means 
it's best that she does it now, while she's everything is ready for a piece of work or 
young, and gets it out of her system. period of activity to start e We've just got 
* There'sa lot of anger in me and I have to to get the software put in place and then 
do something to get it out of my system. it's all systems go. 


T 


toaT 
perfectly e That hat suits you to a T. 

table 

bring sb to the [bargaining/peace etc.] 
table 
to persuade a person or a country to join 
discussions in order to find a solution to 
a problem * We hope to be able to bring the 
warring factions to the negotiating table 
to try to end this conflict. 
come to the [bargaining/peace etc.] 
table * You have to be prepared to make 
concessions when you come to the 
bargaining table. 

drink sb under the table informal 
if you can drink someone under the 
table, you can drink a lot more alcohol 
than they can * J like a few beers but Mel 
can drink me under the table. 


on the table 

1 if a plan or offer is on the table, it has 
been officially suggested and is now 
being discussed or thought about « The 
offer on the table is an 8% increase on last 
year's wages. + At 6 p.m. on Thursday 29 
April, a new deal was put on the table. 

2 American if a plan is on the table, no one 
is dealing with it at present but it has not 
been completely forgotten © The 
committee agreed to leave the option to 
build a stadium in the city on the table. 


under the table American & Australian 

money that is paid under the table is paid 
secretly, usually because it is illegal « A 
lot of these people work 80-hour weeks 
with all or half of their salaries paid 
under the table. 

under-the-table American * There have 
been allegations of | under-the-table 
payments to football players. 
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tables 


Pd 

turnthetablesonsb > 

to change a situation so that you now 

have an advantage over someone who 

previously had an advantage over you 

* She turned the tables on her rival with 

allegations of corruption. 

The tables are turned. * Jn the past it 

was always Dan who was having affairs 

while Lucy stuck by him. Now the tables 

are turned. 


tabs 

keep tabs on sth/sb 
to watch a person or a situation carefully 
so that you always know what they are 
doing or what is happening ¢ I like to keep 
tabs on my bank balance so that I don't get 
overdrawn. * I get the feeling he's keeping 
tabs on me and watching my every move. 


tack 

change tack 

try a different tack 
to start using a different method for 
dealing with a situation, especially in the 
way that you communicate « I’ve been 
very pleasant with them so far but if they 
don't cooperate, I may have to change tack. 
* Instead of always asking him what he 
wants, why don't you try a different tack 
and tell him what you want? 


tail 

the tail end of sth 
the last part of something ¢ I just caught 
the tail end of the news. * Despite being at 
the tail end of an exhausting tour, she 
delivered a sparkling performance. 

the tail wagging the dog 
if you describe a situation as the tail 
wagging the dog, you mean that the least 
important part of a situation has too 
much influence over the most important 
part e Steve thinks we should buy an 
orange carpet to match the lampshade but 
I think that would be a case of the tail 
wagging the dog. 

be (sitting) on your tail 
to be driving too close behind you * That 
Volvo's been sitting on my tail for the past 
ten minutes and it's starting to really 
annoy me. 


tailor-made 


get off your tail American, very informal 
to stop being lazy and start doing 
something * (often an order) You've just 
&ot to get off your tail and start looking 
for a job. 


turn tail informal 
to run away, usually because you are 
frightened * When I saw him my first 
impulse was to turn tail and flee. 


with your tail between your legs 

if you leave somewhere with your tail 
between your legs, you leave feeling 
ashamed and embarrassed because you 
have failed or made a mistake €» Dogs 
often put their tail between their legs 
when someone has spoken angrily to 
them. ¢ The losing team walked off with 
their tails between their legs. 


tailor-made 


be tailor-made 
to be completely suitable for someone or 
something ¢ (usually + for) The role of 
Emma was tailor-made for her. 


tailor-made 
specially made for a particular purpose 
* (often + for) Business schools are 
offering courses tailor-made for a firm's 
executives. 


take 
» a 


takesthasitcomes ~ 
to deal with something as it happens and 
not plan for it « At my age you take every 
day as it comes. 


Take a hike/walk! American, informal 
an impolite way of telling someone to go 
away *. The guy kept pestering her, and 
finally she told him to take a hike. 


Take it from me. 
something that you say in order to 
emphasize that you have experience of 
something, and therefore what you say 
about it is true « Take it from me — if you 
start ironing a man's shirts, you'll be 
doing it for the rest of your life. 


Take it or leave it. 
something that you say when you have 
made an offer to someone and you want 
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them to know that you are not going to 
change that offer in any way * That's my 
final offer. Take it or leave it. 
take-it-or-leave-it * (always before 
noun) Jt was a firm take-it-or-leave-it 
proposition. 

take the cake British, American & 
Australian 

take the biscuit British & Australian 
if you say that something someone has 
said or done takes the cake, you mean 
that it was very bad, and even worse than 
things they have said or done before 
* She's been opening my letters — that 
really takes the cake! 


take-it-or-leave-it « He's pretty take-it-or- 
leave-it about opera — I wouldn't waste the 
ticket on him. 


taken 


have taken leave of your senses old- 

fashioned 

if you have taken leave of your senses, 
you are behaving in a strange or silly way 
* (often used in questions) You're leaving 
your family and your job to travel round 
the world, at your age? Have you taken 
leave of your senses? 


taking 

be yours for the taking ~/ 

be there for the taking oo 
if something good is yours for the taking, 
it would be very easy for you to get or 
achieve « She fell on the third lap, just as 
the gold medal was hers for the taking. « If 
you're interested in the job, it's there for 
the taking. 

be like taking candy from a baby oS 
American, informal 

be as easy as taking candy froma baby 
American, informal 
to be very easy * Beating them was the 
easiest thing in the world — it was like 
taking candy from a baby. 
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tale - 


live to tell thetale . 
to still be alive after a dangerous or 
frightening experience * I should 
imagine very few people have fallen from 
that height and lived to tell the tale. « I had 
dinner with her and lived to tell the tale. 


Thereby/Therein hangs a tale. British & 

Australian, humorous 

something that you say when you have 
been asked about something that needs 
a long explanation * ‘So what were 
you doing in Nick's garage at three o'clock 
in the morning?’ ‘Ah, thereby hangs a 
tale.’ 


tales 


tell tales 

to tell someone in authority about 
something bad that someone has done 
because you want to cause trouble for 
them * (often + about) She wasn't very 
popular at school — she was the sort of kid 
who was always telling tales about other 
kids. + I had half a mind to tell my boss 
about him but I didn't want her to think I 
was telling tales. 

a tell-tale * Bullying often goes 
unreported because children don't want to 
be seen as tell-tales. 


talk 

be all talk (and no action) . 
if someone is all talk, they often talk 
about doing something brave or exciting 
but never do it « He's always saying that 
he's going to leave and get another job but 
he'll never do it. He's all talk. 

be the talk of the town old-fashioned 
to be the person or subject that everyone 
is talking about and interested in « ‘T 
didn't realise anyone knew I was seeing 
Pete at the time.' 'It was the talk of the 
town, Kath!’ 

could talk under water Australian, 
informal 

could talk under wet cement Australian, 
informal 
someone who could talk under water has 
a lot to say in any situation * Most of 
our guests were very quiet, but Harry 


tall 


could talk under water, so he kept the 
conversation going. 

You can talk! British, American & 
Australian, informal 

You should talk! American, informal 
something that you say when someone 
criticizes another person for doing 
something that they do themselves » 'He's 
a terrible driver.’ ‘You can talk!’ « And 
you're telling me I'm lazy? You should 
talk! 


talking 


be like talking to a brick wall 
if talking to someone is like talking to a 
brick wall, the person you are speaking 
to does not listen » I’ve tried to discuss my 
feelings with her, but it's like talking to a 
brick wall. 

be talking through your hat o/d- 
fashioned, informal 
to be talking about a subject as if you 
know a lot about it when in fact you know 
very little * The man’s talking through 
his hat. He doesn’t know the first thing 
about banking. 


Look who's talking! informal 
something that you say when someone 
criticizes another person for doing 
something that they do themselves + ‘She 
drinks too much, that's her problem.’ 
‘Look who's talking!" 

Now you're talking! 
something that you say when someone 
makes a better suggestion or offer than 
one that they made before « ‘Or we could 
go out for dinner if you prefer.’ ‘Now 
you're talking!" 


tall 

a tall story/tale 
a story or a statement that is difficult to 
believe because it is too exciting or 
interesting « He told me a tall story about 
having met some top models in a 
nightclub. 

be a tall order 
if a piece of work or request is a tall 
order, it is very difficult to do * "They've 
given us three weeks to get the project 
finished.’ ‘That’s a tall order.’ 


tandem 


stand/walk tall 
to be proud of yourself and confident of 
your abilities « For the first time in living 
memory, we have a leader who can stand 
tall in international gatherings. 


tandem 

in tandem 
if two things happen or are used in 
tandem, they happen or are used at the 
same time, and if two people do 
something in tandem, they do it together 
* (often + with) The new system is 
designed to be used in tandem with the 
existing communications network. « She 
often works in tandem with a psychologist, 
one writing the software and the other 
advising on likely user reaction. 


tangent 

go off on a tangent British, American & 
Australian 

go off at a tangent British 
to suddenly start talking about a 
different subject « We were talking about 
property prices and you went off on a 
tangent. 


tangled 

a tangled web 
a situation that is very complicated and 
where many people are behaving 
dishonestly ¢ (usually + of) The inquiry 
revealed a tangled web of fraud and 
deception among the agents. 


tanked 

be tanked up informal 
to be drunk * (sometimes + on) We were 
tanked up on gin and orange juice. 


tap 


on tap 
available and ready to use Working in a 
library, I have all this information on tap. 


taped 

have sb taped British & Australian, 
informal 
to know that someone is doing something 
bad and therefore be able to deal with 
them e Spencer doesn't worry me — I've got 
him taped. 
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tar 


beat/knock the tar out of sb American, 

informal 

to keep hitting someone hard, or to 
completely defeat someone * We used to 
fight a lot as kids and he always beat the 
tar out of me. * He was tired of her 
knocking the tar out of him when they 
played checkers. 


task 

take sb to task 
to criticize someone angrily for 
something that they have done * (often + 
for) She took my father to task for getting 
drunk at my cousin’s wedding. 

tea 

tea and sympathy old-fashioned 
kindness and sympathy that you show to 
someone who is upset e Sometimes people 
want practical advice and sometimes they 
just want tea and sympathy. 

would not do sth for all the tea in China 
old-fashioned 
if you say that you would not do 
something for all the tea in China, you 
mean that nothing could persuade you to 
do it « I wouldn't bea teacher for all the tea 
in China. 


tears 

It'll (all) end in tears. 
something that you say which means 
something will end badly and the people 
involved will be upset « She only met him 
in May and they were married by July. 
It'll end in tears, you'll see. 

reduce sb to tears 
to make someone cry * His classmates 
Jeered, reducing him to tears. 


tee 


toatee 
perfectly « The beef was cooked to a tee. 


teeth 


cut your teeth British, American & 
Australian D d 

cut your eye teeth American 
to get your first experience of a 
particular type of work and learn the 
basic skills « (often + on) She cut her teeth 
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on a local newspaper before landing a job 
ona national daily. 

get/sink your teeth into sth 

to start to do something with a lot of 
energy and enthusiasm * Up till then 
she'd only had small parts in films and 


rude language e She wanted to borrow 

money again so I told her where to get off. 
tell it like it is 

to describe a situation honestly not 

avoiding any of the unpleasant details 

* There's no point pretending to young 


nothing she could get her teeth into. » It's a women that having a baby doesn't hurt. 
really exciting project — I can't wait to sink You've got to tell it like it is. « She's a 
my teeth into it. straight talker, is Karen. She tells it like it 
grit your teeth is. 
to accept a difficult situation and deal Tell me about it! informal 
with it in a determined way * I can't do something that you say in order to show 
anything to change the situation so I'll sympathy to someone who has the same 
just have to grit my teeth and put up with problem or bad experience as you * T've 
it. got so much work to do.’ ‘Tell me about it!’ 
have teeth Tell me another (one)! informal 
if a law or organization has teeth, it has something that you say when you do not 
the power to make people obey it *« The believe what someone has just said « T 
committee can make recommendations but never drive over the speed limit.' 'Oh, 
, yeah? Tell me another one.’ 
d telling 
You're telling me! informal 
something that you say to emphasize that 
you agree with something someone has 
just complained about because you have 
i wk experienced it yourself * ‘Brenda’s really 
lie through your teeth > bad-tempered these days.’ “You're telling 
to tell someone something that you know me? 
is completely false e The man’s lying 
through his teeth. He never said anything tempers 


the sort. 
hd ee tempers become frayed 
show your if tempers fray among a group of people, 
to show that you are angry and prepared ^ they all become angry * Tempers frayed 
to defend yourself e Come on, let him when, after waiting for hours, we were told 


tempers fray 


know you're angry -show your teeth! there were no tickets left. 
teething frayed tempers » Traffic jams inevitably 
teething problems/troubles lead to frayed tempers. 


problems that you experienceintheearly tempest 

stages of an activity © When babiesare a tempest in a teapot American 

teething (= getting their first set of teeth) a situation where people get very angry 
they are often in pain and cry a lot. or worried about something that is not 
* There were the usual teething troubles at important e (not used with the) The whole 
the start of the project, but that’s to be affair is just a tempest in a teapot. In a 
expected. « Many marriages go through couple of months everyone will have 


teething problems in the first few months. forgotten about it. 
tell tempt 
tell sb where to get off informal tempt fate/providence 


to angrily refuse to do what someone 11 to do something which involves a risk 
wants you to do, usually using direct or and may cause something unpleasant to 
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happen » J always feel it's tempting fate to 
leavethe house without an umbrella. 

2 to cause bad luck for yourself by talking 
too confidently about a situation * It's 
probably tempting fate to say so, but I 


if you say that something comes with the 
territory you mean that you have to 
accept it as a necessary part or result of a 
particular situation *« Jf you're a 
goalkeeper, you've got to expect injuries — 


haven't had a cold all year. it comes with the territory. « He's a public 
figure, and so a certain amount of media 
tender intrusion goes with the territory. 
leave sb to sb's tender mercies humorous teat 


to let someone be dealt with by another 


person who is not likely to show them stand the test of time x< 


any kindness or sympathy * Should I 
have a word with her myself or leave her 


if something stands the test of time, it 
remains popular or respected for a long 


tenterhooks period has stood the test of time. 
téte à téte 


on tenterhooks ~~ 


nervously waiting to find out what is 2 téte à tête 


going to happen « She waited on 
tenterhooks for James to call. « We were 
kept on tenterhooks all morning waiting 
for his decision. 


term 


terms 
be on good terms with sb 
to be friendly with someone * We were 
always on good terms with our 
neighbours. 
opposite be on bad terms with sb « Jt 
doesn't help matters if you're on bad 
terms with your doctor. 


territory 
come/go with the territory 


a private conversation between two 
people « They were obviously having a 
romantic téte à téte so I didn't disturb 
them. 

tête à tête ° We dined tête à tête (= in 
private) in a cosy little French restaurant 
near the river. 


thanks 
no thanks to sb 


if you have done something no thanks to 
a particular person, you have done it 
although they did not help you or tried to 
prevent you * Well, we've finished the 
painting, no thanks to Sandra who 
suddenly decided she had to go away for 
the weekend! 


that 
and that's that! 


something that you say which means you 
will not change your decision, although 
other people want you to + Anyway, I'm 
not going to the wedding, and that's that! 
* You're not having any more chocolate, 
Joe, and that's that! 


them 
them and us 


ina them and us situation, two groups of 
people believe they are very different 
from each other and do not like each 
other, often because one group has more 
power than the other * Separate 
restaurants for managers and staff have 
reinforced the them and us divide. 
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there 


there and then 

then and there 
if you do something there and then, you 
do it immediately * She booked me in to 
see the consultant there and then. 


There, there. old-fashioned 
something that you say to comfort 
someone, especially a child « There, there. 
You'll feel better in a minute. 


You've got me there. informal 
something that you say when you do not 
know the answer to a question * ‘How 
many miles is five kilometres?’ ' You've got 
me there.’ 


thick 


be as thick as thieves old-fashioned 
if two people are thick as thieves, they 
are close friends ¢ I’m sure she tells Ruth 
what's going on — they're as thick as 
thieves, those two. 

be as thick as two short planks British, 
informal 

be as thick as shit British, taboo 
to be very stupid « He might be good- 
looking but he's as thick as two short 
planks. « Most of the people who read 
these papers are as thick as shit anyway. 


be in the thick of sth 

to be very involved at the busiest or most 
active stage of a situation or activity «.A 
fierce debate ensued and he found himself 
in the thick of it. * I can't talk right now 
- I'm in the thick of things. « When 
you're in the thick of the action, you don't 
always have time to think. 


through thick and thin 

if you stay with or support someone 
through thick and thin, you always stay 
with or support them, even in difficult 
situations e That's what relationships are 
about — you stick with someone through 
thick and thin. « She remained loyal to 
the party through thick and thin. 


thick-skinned 


thick-skinned 
if you are thick-skinned, you do not 
notice or get upset when people criticize 


thin 


you * You have to be a bit harsher than 
that with Caroline to offend her — she's 
pretty thick-skinned. 

a thick skin © As a politician, you get so 
much criticism levelled at you that you 
eventually develop a thick skin. 


thin 


the thin end of the wedge British & 
Australian 
the start of a harmful development 
* There are those who see the closure of the 
hospital as the thin end of the wedge. 


be (skating/walking) on thin ice 
to be taking a big risk e They knew that by 
publishing the article they were skating on 
thin ice. 

be as thin as a rake British, American & 
Australian 

be as thin as a rail mainly American 
to be very thin » He eats like a horse and 
yet he's as thin as a rake. + She's as thin as 
a rail from all that running. 


be as thin as a stick 
to be very thin Ħ She used to be as thin as a 
stick. 
stick-thin » 7 remember her as a stick-thin 
teenager dressed all in black. 


be thin on top 
if a man is thin on top, there is not much 
hair on the top of his head * He hasn't 
gone grey but he's a bit thin on top. 
go thin on top * He had really nice hair 
when he was younger but he's going a bit 
thin on top now. 


have a thin time (of it) British & 
Australian 
to experience a difficult period, often 
because you do not have enough money 
* Rob lost his job last year and they've 


been having a thin time of it. 
out of thin air x 
from thin air ó 


if something appears or is made out of 
thin air it suddenly and mysteriously 
appears or is made * Using volunteers 
from the audience, he makes cards appear 
out of thin air * You can't just create 
wealth from thin air. 


thing 


disappear/vanish into thin air « He ran 
away eight years ago and it was as though 
he vanished into thin air. « Have you seen 
my calculator? It seems to have 
disappeared into thin air. 


spread yourself too thin 
to try to do too many things at the same 
time, so that you cannot give enough time 
or attention to any of them » I realised I'd 
been spreading myself too thin so I 
resigned as secretary of the golf club. 


thing 


be a thing of the past 
to be something that does not exist or 
happen any more * When video recorders 
were introduced, people said that the 
cinema would be a thing of the past. * Job 
security is a thing of the past. 


the done thing British, American & 
Australian \ 

the thing to do American j 
the correct way to behave in a particular 
social situation » (usually negative) 
Wearing jeans in an office environment 
isn't really the done thing. *« You can't 
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smoke during the meal. It's not the thing 
to do. 

have a thing about sth/sb 

1 informal to like something or someone 
very much or to be very interested in 
them ¢ I’ve got a thing about jackets — I 
must have twenty or so in my wardrobe. 
* He's got a thing about blondes. 

2 informal to hate something or someone, 
or to be frightened of them * Andrew's 
got a thing about children's TV presenters 
— he absolutely can't stand them. 

know a thing or two informal >< 
to have a lot of practical skills and 
knowledge learnt through experience 
e (usually + about) My uncle grew up ona 

farm and knows a thing or two about 
looking after animals. 
[show/teach/tell etc.] sb a thing or two 
* (usually + about) Julie - now she could 
teach you a thing or two about dealing 
with men. 

things 

things have come to/reached a pretty 
pass 
something that you say which means a 
situation is very bad » (often + when) 
Things have come to a pretty pass when 
old people are dying of hypothermia 
because they can't afford to heat their 
homes. 


be all things to all men 
to try to please everyone, even when it is 
impossible to do this ¢ You can't possibly 
keep everyone happy and you've just got to 
realize that you can't be all things to all 
men. 

(all) other things being equal 

all things being equal 
if everything happens as you expect it to 
happen » All things being equal, I should 
be home by Thursday. 


think 


I dread/shudder to think >< 
something that you say when you do not 
want to think about something because it 
is too worrying or too unpleasant 
* (usually + question word) He was going 
so fast — I dread to think what would have 
happened if my brakes hadn’t worked. 
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thinking 

the thinking man's/woman's crumpet 
British, humorous 
aman or woman who is popular with the 
opposite sex because they are both 
intelligent and sexually attractive 
* Paxman has apparently grown weary of 
being labelled the thinking woman's 
crumpet. 


put your thinking cap on 
to start to think seriously about how to 
solve a problem » Let me put my thinking 
cap on and see if I can come up with an 
answer: 


thinks 


If sb thinks sth, they've got another 
thing/think coming! informal 
something that you say when you are 
angry with someone because they are 
expecting you to do something for them 
that you do not want to do » Jf he thinks 
I'm going to do the work for free, he's got 
another think coming! 


think-tank 


a think-tank 
a group of people established by a 
government or organization in order to 
advise them on particular subjects and to 
suggest ideas e The pamphlet was 
published by the Adam Smith Institute, a 
right-wing think-tank. « Loren Thompson 
is a military analyst at the Alexis de 
Tocqueville Institute, a new Washington 
think-tank. 


thin-skinned 


thin-skinned 
if you are thin-skinned, you are too 
easily upset when other people criticize 
you * You can’t be too thin-skinned if 
you’re in the public eye. 
a thin skin » For someone who's always 
saying unpleasant things to other people, 
he's got a remarkably thin skin. 


third 


the third degree informal 
asituation in which someone tries to find 
out information by asking you a lot of 


x< 


three 


questions e Where have I been, who have I 
been with! What's this? The third degree? 
* If I'm even half an hour late she gives 
me the third degree. * I got the third 
degree from my dad when I got in last 
night. 


thorn 


be a thorn in sb's flesh/side 
someone or something that keeps 
annoying you or causing you trouble « A 
relentless campaigner, he was a thorn in 
the government's side for years. 


thought 


I thought as much! 
something that you say when you 
discover that something you thought was 
true is really true * So they are having an 
affair? Ithought as much! 


Perish the thought! 
something that you say which means you 
hope very much that something does not 
happen * If his father came to live with us, 
perish the thought, I can't imagine what 
strain that would put on our relationship. 


thread 


hang by a thread ~ 
if something hangs by a thread, it is 
likely to fail in the near future * Peace 
and democracy hang by a thread in this 
troubled country. 


threads 


pick up the threads of sth 
to try to start something again, 
especially after problems prevented you 
from continuing it ¢ In ‘97, I came out of 
prison and tried to pick up the threads of 
my life. 


three 


the three R's 
reading, writing, and arithmetic 
(= mathematics) * By the age of 6, all our 
pupils have a firm grasp of the three R's. 
be three sheets to the wind old- 
fashioned 
to be drunk * Bobby was already three 
sheets to the wind when we arrived. 


three-ring 


three-ring 


a three-ring circus American & Australian 
a lot of noisy or confused activity » It’s a 
three-ring circus in that classroom - the 
kids can’t possibly be learning anything. 


threshold 


be on the threshold of doing sth 
to be likely to do something soon 
e Finland’s Conservatives were on the 
threshold of joining a coalition 
government. 


be on the threshold of sth 
if someone or something is on the 
threshold of a situation, that situation is 
likely to happen soon * He was on the 
threshold of a great career. 
stand on the threshold of sth * We are 


standing | on the threshold of 
environmental collapse. 
thrilled 


be thrilled to bits British, American & 
Australian, informal 

be thrilled to pieces American, informal 
to be extremely pleased * ‘So what did 
your parents say when they heard you 
were pregnant?’ ‘Oh, they were thrilled to 
bits.’ 

throat 


^ 


jump down sb’s throat  . 
to react angrily to something that 
someone says or does * She's been very 
irritable recently jumping down my 
throat every time I open my mouth. 


take sth by the throat 
to make a determined attempt to deal 
with something * The Rockets took this 
game by the throat in the first quarter and 
never let go till the final minutes. 
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throats 


throes 


be in the throes of sth/doing sth 
to be experiencing a very difficult or 
unpleasant period * The country is 
presently in the throes of the worst 
recession since the second world war 
* We're in the throes of moving house at 
the moment. 


through 

be a [Londoner/patriot/politician etc.] 
through and through 

be [French/good/honest etc.] through 
and through 
if someone is a Londoner etc. or is 
French etc. through and through, they 
behave in a way that is typical of such a 
person and that is the most important 
part of their character « He always 
managed to say the right thing. He was a 
politician through and through. « She 
never really settled in England. She was 
French through and through. 

know sb through and through 
to know someone very well and know 
everything about them * She tried to hide 
her disappointment, but I know her 
through and through and I could tell she 
was upset. 

throw 

throw in the sponge/towel informal 
to stop trying to do something because 
you know that you cannot succeed £5 If 
a boxer (= man who fights as a sport) 
throws a towel into the ring, he is 
showing that the other boxer has won. 
* Three of the original five candidates 
have now thrown in the towel. 

thumb , 

be under sb’s thumb ~ 
if you are under someone's thumb, they 
control you completely e The committee is 
firmly under his thumb and will agree to 
whatever he asks. 
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be under the thumb British & 
Australian, informal if a man is under 
the thumb, he is completely controlled by 
his wife « He won't be able to do any of this 
without his wife's permission. He's under 
the thumb these days. 


thumbs 


be all fingers and thumbs British 
Australian E: 

be all thumbs American Ei 
to be awkward with your hands and keep 
making mistakes e Can you thread this 
needle for me? I'm all thumbs today. + You 
know when you get nervous and you're all 
fingers and thumbs. " 

give sth the thumbs down di 
to show that you do not like or approve of 
something, or that you will not allow 
something to happen * The committee 
gave my suggestion the thumbs down. 
get the thumbs down « (often + from) 
My new hairstyle got the thumbs down 
from my family. 

give sth the thumbs up >% 
to show that you like or approve of 
something or that you are happy for 
something to happen « We all gave Mary's 
cake the thumbs up. * A new injectable 
treatment has been given the thumbs up 
by the authority. 
get the thumbs up * (often + from) We 
got the thumbs up from the council to hold 
a fireworks party on the village green. 

twiddle your thumbs >< 
to have nothing useful to do while you are 
waiting for something to happen e Until I 
get the go-ahead, I'm just sitting around 


twiddling my thumbs. 
thunder 
have a face like thunder  . , 
look like thunder A 


to have a very angry expression e I don't 
know what had happened but he had a 
face like thunder * She didn't say 
anything but she looked like thunder. 
with a face like thunder ¢ He sat there 
with a face like thunder all evening. 
steal sb's thunder X 

to do something that takes attention 
away from what someone else has done 


tide 


Æ In the 17th century the writer John 
Dennis built a machine which made 
sounds like thunder for one of his plays, 
but the idea was copied by someone else 
and used in another play. * I kept quiet 
about my pregnancy because Cathy was 
getting married, and I didn't want to steal 
her thunder. 


tick : 
what makes sb tick X 


if you know what makes someone tick, 
you understand the reasons for their 
behaviour and personality « A good 
salesperson knows what makes a customer 
tick. 


tickled 
be tickled pink/to death old-fashioned 


to be extremely pleased about something 
* Val was tickled pink when Susan asked 
her to be bridesmaid at her wedding. 


tide 


The tide is the way the sea moves 
towards or away from the land. Tide is 


used in the following phrases 
connected with agreeing with or 
fighting against most other people. 


drift with the tide 


to agree with other people without 
thinking about things for yourself and 
making your own decisions * We are 
looking for someone with the ability to 
lead rather than just drift with the tide. 


go/swim against the tide 


to do the opposite of what most other 
people are doing * It’s not easy to go 
against the tide in defence of your 
principles. « (sometimes + of) He always 
seemed to be swimming against the tide of 
public opinion. 

opposite go/swim with the tide * 7f you 
don't feel strongly about an issue, you may 
as well just swim with the tide. 


stem the tide ` 


to stop something bad which is 
happening a lot * (often + of) We have to 
stem the tide of emigration if our economy 
is to recover. + Ohio State were losing 24-48 
when Jackson stepped in to stem the tide. 


tied 


turn the tide 

to change a situation or people's opinions 
to the opposite of what they were before 
* The government had planned cuts in the 
armed forces, but when war broke out, the 
military saw a chance to turn the tide. 

the tide turns » The tide has turned and 
the cinema is becoming popular again. 


tied 

be tied to your mother's apron strings 
if someone, usually a man, is tied to their 
mother's apron strings, they still need 
their mother and cannot think or act 
independently * He's 30 but he's still tied 
to his mother's apron strings. 


tight 

be in a tight corner/spot 
to be in a difficult situation * She had 
been in tight corners before and had 
always managed to get out of them. 


keep a tight rein on sb/sth 

keep sb/sth on a tight rein 
to have a lot of control over someone or 
something *« He made ends meet by 
keeping a tight rein on his budget. « Our 
parents always kept us on a pretty tight 
rein. 

run a tight ship 
to control a business or other 
organization firmly and effectively 
* Ruth runs a tight ship and has no time 
for shirkers. 


sit tight informal 

1 toremain in a place, usually sitting down 
* Just sit tight while I go and phone for 
help. * Sit tight and don't move that leg. 

2 to not take any action while you wait for 
something to happen * Shareholders are 
advised to sit tight and see how the 
situation develops. 


tight-arse 

a tight-arse British & Australian, very 
informal 

a tight-ass American, very informal 
a person who does not like to spend 
money or give it to other people *« You 
won't get a drink out of her, she's a real 
tight-arse. 
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tight-arsed 

be tight-arsed British & Australian, very 
informal 

be tight-assed American, very informal 
to be worried about small details that are 
not important * Don't ask Jack to get 
involved, he's so tight-assed and really 
irritating. 


tight-lipped 

be tight-lipped 

1 to have an angry expression « Dad was 
harassed and tight-lipped and I thought 
he was going to lose his temper. 

2to not give any information about 
something * (usually + about) Army 
spokesmen are tight-lipped about planned 
operations. 


tightrope 

walk a tightrope 
to act very carefully so that you avoid 
either of two opposite bad situations 
Æ A tightrope is a tightly stretched wire 
or rope fixed high above the ground 
which someone walks across in order to 
entertain people. * (often + between) 
Many manufacturers have to walk a 
tightrope between overpricing their goods 
and pricing them so low that they make no 
profit. 


tiles 

be/go out on the tiles British & 
Australian, informal 
to enjoy yourself by going to things like 
parties or dances * ‘My head is thumping.’ 
‘Oh yes? Were you out on the tiles last 
night?’ 
a night (out) on the tiles informal * Do 
you fancy going out to a club? It's ages 
since we had a night on the tiles. 


till 


have your fingers/hand in the till ^ 
to steal money from the place where you 
work, usually from a shop * He had his 
fingers in the till, that's why he lost his job. 
catch sb with their fingers/hand in the 
till e (usually passive) Senior officials 
who get caught with their fingers in the till 
must expect to be punished very severely. 
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time 

time after time 

time and time again 
if something happens or is done time 
after time, it happens or is done many 
times ¢ Time after time we were left 
without electricity. + I've told him time and 
time again not to bring those mice indoors. 

Time flies when you're having fun. 
something that you say which means that 


time 


happened, in order to show that you 
think it should have happened a long 
time ago * "They're widening the road 
outside the school.’ About time too!’ 


be before your time 


if something was before your time, it 
happened before you were born or before 
you were involved with a person or thing 
* ‘Do you remember the Watergate 
scandal?’ ‘No, that was before my time.’ 


time passes quickly when you are bide your time 


enjoying yourself Æ Often used 
humorously when you are talking about 
an activity which was not enjoyable. « T 
can't believe we've spent four hours 
cleaning this carpet.' "Well, time flies when 
you're having fun.’ 

Time flies. 


to wait patiently for a good opportunity 
to do something e She was biding her time 
until she could get her revenge. 


do time informal 


to spend time in prison *« We did time 
together in Broadmoor. * (often + for) He 
did time for tax evasion in 1976. 


How time flies! for the time being 


something that you say which means that 
time passes very quickly, often so quickly 
that you are surprised e I can't believe 
your son is at university already. How time 
flies! « I never seem to manage to finish my 
work. The time just flies. 


if you describe how a situation will be for 
the time being, you mean it will be like 
that for a period of time, but may change 
in the future * You can stay with us for the 
time being. + We've decided to do without a 
car for the time being. 


time hangs/lies heavy (on sb's hands) from time to time 


if time hangs heavy, it seems to pass 
slowly because you do not have enough to 
do © Time hangs heavy on your hands in 
prison. 

Time will tell. 


if something happens or is done from 
time to time, it happens or is done 
sometimes, but not regularly * From time 
to time we heard a rumble of thunder. « We 
cycle into town from time to time. 


something that you say which meansthat — from/since time immemorial literary 


the result of something will be clear after 
a period of time * 7 don't know if this 
marriage will work, but time will tell. 
* Only time will tell if the business will 
be successful. s 
the time is ripe 
if the time is ripe for something, it is a 
good time to do it or for it to happen 
* (often + for) British socialists were 
convinced that the time was ripe for 
fundamental social change. * (often + to 
do sth) Many employers feel the time is 
ripe to give workforces a bigger share of 
the profits they have helped to create. 
About time too! 
(And) not before time! 
something that you say when someone 
tells you about something which has 


p 


for longer than anyone can remember 
* Her family had farmed that land from 
time immemorial. 


not give sb the time of day informal 


to refuse to speak to someone because 
you do not like them or because you think 
you are better than them * He's so 
arrogant, he won't even give you the time 
of day. 


have a lot of time for sb/sth ^ 


to like and admire someone or something 
* I've got a lot of time for Jenny. She 
always has something interesting to say. 
* I've got a lot of time for his ideas about 
child psychology. 

opposite not have much time for sb/sth 
have no time for sb/sth * I've got no 
time for negative people. + She doesn't 


time-out 


have much time for liberal ideas about 
dealing with criminals. 

have the time of your life informal 
to enjoy yourself very much « He had the 
time of his life working on the ranch. 


x 


have time on your hands f 
to have time when you have nothing to do 
* Now that her children are all at school, 
she has a lot of time on her hands. 


have time on your side 

time is on your side 
to have enough time to do something 
without having to hurry * There is plenty 
of time for you to have a baby. At twenty- 
five you still have time on your side. 


kill time 
to do something which is not very useful 
or interesting while you are waiting for 
time to pass *« We usually play guessing 
games to kill time at airports. 


mark time 
to do something which is not very 
interesting while you are waiting to start 
doing something more important 
* (usually in continuous tenses) She's just 
marking time in her father's shop until it's 
time to go to university. 


once upon a time literary 

1 a long time ago Æ This phrase is often 
used as a way of beginning children's 
stories. « Once upon a time there lived a 
young girl called Cinderella. 

2 if you say that something happened once 
upon a time, you mean that it happened 
in the past and you wish that it still 
happened now * Once upon a time, 
everyone knew each other in this town and 
nobody bothered locking their doors. 


pass the time of day 
to have a short conversation with 
someone about things which are not 
important * (often + with) The old man 
liked to pass the time of day with his 
neighbours. 


play for time X 
to try to delay something so that you have 
more time to prepare for it « We can't sign 
the agreement yet — we'll have to play for 
time. 
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There's a time and a place. 

something that you say when someone is 
behaving in a way which you do not think 
is suitable for the situation they are in 
* How could she wear a dress like that to a 
funeral? Honestly, there's a time and a 
place. * (often + for) J don't like to see 
people kissing in the street. There's a time 
and a place for that sort of thing. 


There's no time like the present. 
something that you say in order to show 
that you think it is a good idea to do 
something immediately + ‘When do you 
think I should phone Mr Hughes about 
that job?’ ‘Well, there's no time like the 
present.’ 


There's no time to lose. 
something that you say when it is 
important to do something immediately 
* Her plane gets in at 3 o'clock so there's no 
time to lose. 
have no time to lose *« Come on, we've no 
time to lose if we want to catch the ferry. 

time-out 

time-out mainly American 
something that you say when you want 
people to stop what they are doing for a 
short time, especially when they are 
having an argument « OK, time-out. We 
can calm down over a cup of coffee. 


times 


be behind the times 
to be old-fashioned and not know much 
about modern life + I'd never even heard 
of half the groups he listens to. I'm a bit 
behind the times, I’m afraid. 
* Educationally, these schools are 20 years 
behind the times. 

change/keep up/move with the times 
to change your way of living or working 
to make it modern » J don't really like 
using a computer, but you have to move 
with the times, I suppose. 

tin 

a tin ear informal 
if someone has a tin ear, they do not have 
a natural ability to understand or enjoy 
music ¢ Even to someone with a tin ear like 
mine, their singing sounded pretty awful. 
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a (little) tin god literary 
someone who behaves as if they are more 
important or powerful than they really 
are e Have you seen him over there, acting 
likea little tin god? 


tinker 


not give a tinker's cuss British & 
Australian, old-fashioned 

not give a tinker's damn American, old- 
fashioned 
to not be interested in or worried about 
something or someone * (often + 
question word) J don't give a tinker's cuss 
what she thinks, I'll do what I want! « He's 
never given a tinker's damn for me, or for 
any of the family. 

tinkle 

give sb a tinkle o/d-fashioned, informal 


to telephone someone * Okay then, PU 
give you a tinkle when I get home. 


tip 

the tip of the iceberg ^^ 
a small part of a problem or a difficult 
situation which is really much larger than 
it seems Æ An iceberg is a very large 
mass of ice that floats in the sea and often 
it is only possible to see a small part of it. 
* What you saw last night was just the tip 
of the iceberg. * The difficulties we've 


be tired and emotional British & 
Australian, humorous 
to be drunk ¢ Professor Davis looked a bit 
tired and emotional, to say the least. 


tit-for-tat 


discussed are only the tip of the iceberg. 


today 


tits 

get on sb's tits British, very informal >< 
to annoy someone * You just expect me to 
clean up after you the whole time and I tell 
you it's really getting on my tits. + This 
woman I work with has been getting on my 
tits recently. 


tittle-tattle 


tittle-tattle informal 
talk about other people's lives that is 
usually unkind or not true « They know 
that tittle-tattle about the royal family 
helps to sell newspapers. 


tizz 

send/throw sb into a tizz/tizzy informal 
to make someone very upset, excited, or 
confused « The idea of producing a meal 
for fifty people threw her into a tizzy. 
be in a tizz/tizzy informal * The local 
press is in a complete tizzy about the 
murders. 


toast 


be the toast of sb 
to be liked and admired by a group of 
people « His charm and wit made him the 
toast of Paris. « After rave reviews of her 
play, she is the toast of the town. 


tod 

on your tod British, informal 
alone © Tod is the short form of the 
Cockney rhyming slang (- an informal 
kind of language used in parts of 
London) ‘Tod Sloan’ which means alone. 
* Poor old Reg was there on his tod, trying 
to get the job finished. 


today 

here today, gone tomorrow 
if something or someone is here today, 
gone tomorrow, they only exist or stay in 
one place for a short time *« He had a 
string of girlfriends, but they were always 
here today, gone tomorrow. 
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toes 


make sb's toes curl British & Australian 
if an experience makes your toes curl, it 
makes you feel extremely embarrassed 
and ashamed for someone else « The very 
thought of what she said makes my toes 
curl. 
toe-curling British & Australian 
* (always before noun) She gave a toe- 
curling performance on the guitar. 


make sb's toes curl American 

curl sb's toes American 
to frighten or shock someone * A loud 
scream from the next room made her toes 
curl. 

step/tread on sb's toes A 
to say or do something which upsets 
someone, especially by becoming 
involved in something which is their 
responsibility « I'd like to make some 
changes to the working procedures, but I 
don't want to tread on anyone's toes. 


toffee 


can't do sth for toffee British, informal 
if you say that someone can't do 
something for toffee, you mean that they 
are extremely bad at doing that thing 
* Annie couldn't act for toffee, but she still 
got a part in the school play. 


toffee-nosed 


toffee-nosed British & Australian, 
informal 
toffee-nosed people think that they are 
better than other people, especially 
people of a lower social class è She's 
much nicer than that toffee-nosed sister of 
hers. 


together 

get it together 

1 informal to manage to organize an 
activity * We were planning a trip to 
India, but we never got it together. 
* (sometimes + to do sth) J wonder if he'll 


ever get it together to set up his own diving 
School. 

2 informalif two people get it together, they 
start a sexual relationship with each other 
* We'd met a few times before, but we didn't 
really get it together till Rachel's party. 


toing 

toing and froing 

1 going backwards and forwards between 
places *« (often + between) The job 
involves a lot of toing and froing between 
London and New York. 

2 going from one method, idea, or plan to 
another in a way that wastes time when 
you are trying to achieve something 
* The legal toing and froing will delay 
payment to Horden of the £10 million due 
on the contract. 


toll 


take a/its/theirtoll ^ 
to have a bad effect on someone or 
something * (often + on) Bringing up 
nine children had taken its toll on my 
mother * The disease has taken a 
horrendous toll in parts of western Africa. 


Tom 

Tom, Dick and/or Harry 
anyone, especially people that you do not 
know or do not think are important 
* Draw the curtains or we'll have every 
Tom, Dick and Harry peering through 
the window. * I want a qualified plumber 
to do the job, not just any Tom, Dick or 
Harry. 


tomorrow 


like there's no tomorrow 

as if there was/were no tomorrow 
very quickly and eagerly * She's spending 
money like there's no tomorrow and I 
don't know how to stop her. + Hungry and 
exhausted, he gobbled down the bread as if 
there were no tomorrow. 

Tomorrow's another day. 
something that you say in order to 
encourage someone by showing them 
that there will be another opportunity to 
do something at a later time * We've not 
made much progress today, but don't 
worry, tomorrow’s another day. 
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ton 


be/come down on sb like a ton of bricks 
informal 

to punish someone very quickly and 
severely » If you miss any more classes, 
your teachers will be down on you like a 
ton of bricks. + When he failed to supply 
his accounts, tax inspectors came down on 
him like a ton of bricks. 

have sb down on you like a ton of 
bricks informal * If she starts drinking 
again she'll have the family down on her 
likea ton of bricks. 


hit sb like a ton of bricks American, 
informal 

to surprise or shock someone very much 
* The truth hit him like a ton of bricks. 
The woman in the video was his own sister. 


weigh a ton informal 
to be very heavy e This suitcase weighs a 
ton! 


tone 


lower the tone 

if something lowers the tone of a place, it 
makes it less suitable for people of a high 
social class, and if something lowers the 
tone of a conversation or a piece of 
writing, it makes it less polite or of a 
lower quality * (usually + of) The locals 
don't like students living around here. It 
lowers the tone of the neighbourhood. 
* Trust you to lower the tone of the 
evening by telling rude jokes, Ian! 

opposite raise the tone « A preface from a 
local clergyman had raised the moral tone 
of the book. 


set the tone 

if something someone says or does sets 
the tone for an event or activity it 
establishes the way that event or activity 
will continue, especially the mood of the 
people involved * (often + for) He was 
furious when she arrived late, and that set 
the tone for the whole evening. 


tongue 


Tongue is used in the following 
phrases connected with speaking. 


tongue in cheek * 

with your tongue in your cheek x 
if you say something tongue in cheek, 
what you have said is a joke, although it 
might seem to be serious * And we all 
know what a passionate love life I have!’ 
he said, tongue in cheek. 
tongue-in-cheek » She writes a very 
engaging and at times tongue-in-cheek 
account of her first meeting with the royal 
family. 


find your tongue 
to begin to speak after being silent 
because you felt nervous or frightened 
* Amy took a step forward and finally 
found her tongue. ‘I’m Rhoda’s friend,’ she 
said. 


get your tongue around/round sth 
to pronounce a difficult word or phrase 
s I just can't get my tongue around some of 
those Welsh place names. 


hold your tongue old-fashioned 
to stop talking * (often an order) George 
had learned to accept these little insults. 
He held his tongue. 


loosen your tongue 
if alcohol loosens your tongue, it makes 
you talk a lot without thinking carefully 
about what you are saying * Her tongue 
loosened by drink, she began to say things 
that she would later regret. 


roll/trip off the tongue 
if a word or phrase trips off the tongue, it 
is very easy to say * The band is called 
‘Acquired Echoes’. It doesn't exactly trip 
off the tongue, does it? 


tongue-lashing 

a tongue-lashing informal 
if you give someone a tongue-lashing, 
you speak to them angrily because they 
have done something wrong * The 
manager gave his team a tongue-lashing 
after they'd lost the game. 


tongues 


tongues 


set/start tongues wagging informal 
if something that someone says or does 
sets tongues wagging, it causes people to 
talk about them « His late-night visit to 
her home has set tongues wagging. 


tools 


the tools of the/your trade 
the things that you need to use in order to 
doa job ¢ For the modern sales executive, a 
car phone is one of the tools of the trade. 


down tools British & Australian 
to refuse to work, especially because you 
are not satisfied with your pay or 
working conditions * Thousands of 
Krakow steelworkers downed tools to 
demand more pay. 


tooth 


fight tooth and claw/nail 
to fight very hard to achieve something 
* (often + to do sth) We fought tooth and 
nail to retain our share of the business. 


top * 

the top brass 
the people with the highest rank in an 
organization, especially an army e Ali the 
top brass turned out for the funeral. 

the top dog informal ~~ 
the most important and powerful person 
in a group * Jackson was top dog and he 
made sure he got what he wanted. 

the top flight 
the highest level in a job or a sport « The 
Sheffield Eagles move down to the second 
division after two seasons in the top 
Slight. 
top-flight * (always before noun) He was 
the absolute stereotype of a top-flight 
executive. 


the top of the tree British & Australian 
if someone is at the top of the tree, they 
are at the highest position in their job or 
in an organization « Who would have 
guessed that she would get to the top of the 
tree before her clever and talented brother? 
at the top of your voice 
if someone says something at the top of 
their voice, they say it as loudly as they 


/ 
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can » ‘Stop it Nathan!’ she shouted at the 
top of her voice. 

be on top of the world 
to feel very happy * She’d just discovered 
she was pregnant and she felt on top of the 


E uS tatu di 

from top to bottom 
in every part « We searched the house from 
top to bottom but we couldn't find the 
letter + They bought an old hotel and 
restyled it from top to bottom. 

from top to toe 
on every part of a person's body « He 
gazed at her across the room, dressed in 
black leather from top to toe. 

from/out of the top drawer 
from a very high social class * Caroline 
liked to pretend that she came from the 
very top drawer of society. 
top-drawer * His designs are stocked by 
all the top-drawer retailers in London and 
New York. 

get on top of you 
if a difficult situation gets on top of you, 
itmakes you feel so upset that you cannot 
deal with it e She's had a few financial 
problems and I think things have just been 
getting on top of her: 

off the top of your head informal 
if you say something off the top of your 
head, you say it without thinking about it 
for very long or looking at something that 
has been written about it e ‘What was the 
name of that plumber you used?’ ‘I 
couldn't tell you off the top of my head.' 
* Off the top of my head I could probably 
only name about three women artists. 
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pay top dollar American 
to pay a lot of money for something 
* Investors can expect to pay top dollar for 
the stock. 

to top it all British, American & 
Australian 

to top it all off American & Australian 

if you have been describing bad things 

which happened, and then say that to top 

itall something else happened, you mean 

that the final thing was even worse * The 

washing machine flooded, my car broke 

down, then to top it all I locked myself out 

of the house. 


top-notch 

top-notch 
of the highest possible quality « We need 
to offer high salaries to attract top-notch 
staff * People will pay a fortune for really 
top-notch wines. 


Topsy 

grow like Topsy 
to grow very fast « The government must 
decide how to allocate health-care 
resources in the face of demand that is 
growing like Topsy. 


topsy-turvy 

topsy-turvy 

1 informal if a situation is topsy-turvy, it is 
confused and not well organized because 
things happen in the wrong order or 
people believe things are important 
when they are not ¢ The government's 
topsy-turvy priorities mean that spending 
on education remains low. + We're living 
in topsy-turvy times. 
turn (sth) topsy-turvy to completely 
change something, or to completely 
change » The steel industry is about to be 
turned topsy-turvy by a technological 
revolution. « My life has turned topsy- 
turvy. 

2 informal if a room or a place is topsy- 
turvy, it is very untidy * He went out 
leaving the house all topsy-turvy. 


touch 


torch 

carry a torch for sb old-fashioned 
to secretly love someone who does not 
love you * Graeme’s been carrying a torch 
for Linda for years. 

toss 

argue the toss British & Australian, 
informal 
to disagree with a decision or statement 
* Are you prepared to argue the toss when 
you might have to go to court to prove it? 

not care/give a toss British, informal 
to not be worried about or interested in 
someone or something * (often + 
question word) She can say what she 
likes, I don't give a toss what she thinks. 
* (often + about) He's only interested in 
himself, he doesn't care a toss about his 
family. 

toss-up 

a toss-up informal 
a situation where two or more 
possibilities are equally likely * (often + 
between) It’s a toss-up between Angela 
and Moira for the editor's job. ù (often + 
whether) It was a toss-up whether prices 
would go up or down. 


touch 

be an easy/soft touch 
if someone is an easy touch, it is easy to 
persuade them to do what you want them 
to do « Her Dad's an easy touch — he's 
always giving her money. 


keep/stay in touch to continue to 
communicate with someone * (often + 
with) Her family have kept in touch with 
me since her death. + Do stay in touch after 
you've moved, won't you? 

opposite lose touch to stop having 
regular communication with someone 
* (often + with) I’ve lost touch with all my 
old college friends. 

get in touch to communicate with 
someone, especially for the first time or 
after a long period of not communicating 


touch-and-go 


with them » (usually + with) Anyone who 
knew the victim should get in touch with 
the police. 


be out of touch with sth 
to not have recent knowledge about a 
subject, a situation, or people's opinions 
* His statement shows he's completely out 


of touch with reality. * Too often, 
politicians are out of touch with the 
electorate. 
opposite in touch with sth e 7 try to stay in 
touch with what's going on in the arts 
world. v 

lose your touch 
if you lose your touch, you can no longer 
do something as well as you could before 
* (usually in continuous tenses) It’s good 
to see their goalkeeper's not losing his 
touch. 


touch-and-go 

be touch-and-go 
to not be at all certain * (often + 
whether) After the accident it was touch- 
and-go whether she would survive. 


touchy-feely 

touchy-feely informal 
expressing a lot of emotion easily, often 
by touching people with your hands, in a 
way that some people think is 
embarrassing « He's one of those touchy- 
Seely people who are always putting their 
arms round you. + They run a support 
group for people who've recently been 
divorced - it's very touchy-feely. 

tough 

tough love mainly American 
a method of helping someone to change 
their behaviour by treating them in a 
very severe way * Tough love is the only 
approach to take towards a relative 
hooked on drugs. 

Tough shit! /aboo 
something that you say in order to show 
that you have no sympathy for someone 
* I know you don't want to go, but tough 
shit! 
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a tough cookie American & Australian, 

informal 

someone who is very determined to do 
what they want and who usually 
succeeds even in difficult situations 
* We're talking about a woman who 
brought up six children on her own — she's 
one tough cookie. 


be as tough as old boots 

be as tough as nails 
if someone is as tough as old boots, they 
are very strong and not easily injured 
* ‘Do you think Grandad will ever 
recover?' 'Of course, he's as tough as old 
boots.' 

be as tough as old boots British, 
American & Australian 

be as tough as shoe leather American 
if food is as tough as old boots, it is 
difficult to cut or to eat « That steak I had 
was as tough as old boots. 

hang tough American, informal 
to not change your actions or opinions 
although other people try to make you do 
this « The President is hanging tough on 
the hostage crisis. 


tour de force 

a tour de force 
a performance or achievement which 
shows a lot of skill and which is admired 
by a lot of people * His performance as 
Richard III was a brilliant tour de force. 


tow 

in tow 
if you have someone in tow, you have 
them with you « She arrived with six 
small children in tow. 


town 

be/go out on the town 
to go out and enjoy yourself at bars, 
restaurants etc. in the evening « She 
stayed in her hotel room while the others 
went out on the town. 
a night (out) on the town * At the end of 
the conference the girls had a night on the 
town. 

go to town on sth 
to do something in a very eager way and 
as completely as possible, especially by 
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spending a lot of money ¢ Angie and Phil 
have really gone to town on their wedding. 
paint the town (red) informal 
to go out and enjoy yourself in the 
evening, often drinking a lot of alcohol 
and dancing * Jack finished his exams 
today so he's gone out to paint the town 
red. 


toy 

a toy boy British, American & Australian, 
informal 

a boy toy American, informal 
a young man who is having a sexual 
relationship with a woman who is much 
older than him » Sheila’s gone out rowing 
with Dieter, her new toy boy. + These movie 
stars seem to have a new boy toy every 
week. 


trace A 

sink without trace y^ 
to be forgotten about completely, after 
being popular for a while * They enjoyed 
brief success with their second album and 
then sank without trace. 


traces 

kick over the traces British & Australian 
to do what you want and not show any 
respect for authority £» Traces are long 
pieces of leather which join a vehicle to 
the horse which is pulling it. If a horse 
kicks over the traces, it kicks its legs over 
these pieces of leather and goes out of 
control * Some kids go straight to 
university and spend the first year kicking 
over the traces. 


track b 
a track record A 
allof the past achievements or failures of 
a person or organization * We like to 
recruit managers with a strong track 
record. * (often + in) They have a strong 
track record in rescuing ailing companies. 


trail 


opposite lose track to no longer know 
what is happening to something or 
someone » I can't remember what her 
husband's called, she's been married so 
many times I've lost track. « We were 
chatting away and we just lost track of 
time. (- did not know what the time was) 

on track 
if an activity or a situation is on track, it 
is making progress and is likely to 
achieve something + (often + to do sth) A 
fighter from Edinburgh is on track to 
become the world heavyweight boxing 
champion. * If the peace talks remain on 
track, an agreement can be expected by the 
end of the month. 
put/get sb/sth back on track * Victory 
in New Hampshire put the President's 
failing election campaign back on track. 

tracks 

cover your tracks ~ 
to hide or destroy the things that show 
where you have been or what you have 
been doing * Roberts covered his tracks by 
throwing the knife in the river and 
burying his wife's body. 

make tracks informal 
to leave a place in order to go somewhere 
* Jean, it's getting late — we'd better be 
making tracks. 

stop (sb) in their tracks 
if something stops someone in their 
tracks, or if they stop in their tracks, 
they suddenly stop what they are doing 
because they are so surprised «e A loud 
scream stopped me dead in my tracks. 
* He opened the door and stopped in his 
tracks. A complete stranger was sitting in 
his office. 

trade 

ply your trade literary 
to do your usual work or business 
* Fishermen in small boats ply their trade 
up and down the coast. 

trail 

blaze a trail 
to do something that no-one has done 
before, especially something which will 


train 


be important for other people * The 
hospital has blazed a trail in developing 
new techniques for treating infertility. 

a trail-blazer someone who is the first 
person to do something « He will be 
remembered as a trail-blazer in cancer 
research. 

trail-blazing * (always before noun) 
We'll be discussing the latest book from 
trail-blazing American feminist Gloria 
Steinem. 


train 

a train of thought 
a series of connected thoughts e You 
interrupted my train of thought — now I 
can't remember what I was going to say. 

set in train 
if you set in train an activity or an event, 
you make it begin * His book set in train 
the events which eventually led to 
revolution. 
be in train ù Investigations were in train 
to identify the person responsible for the 
theft. 

transport 

be in a transport of delight/joy literary 
to feel extremely happy or pleased * J 
looked up to the heavens and praised God, 
ina transport of delight. 

trap N 

fall into the trap of doing sth 
to do something which is not wise 
although it seemed to be a good idea 
when you decided to do it « Don't fall into 
the trap of buying the extra insurance. 

travel 

Have sth will travel! humorous 
something that you say which means you 
have the skills or equipment that are 
necessary to do a particular activity and 
you are ready to do it anywhere « Have 
teaching qualification will travel! 

treat 

go down a treat British & Australian 
if something goes down a treat, people 
enjoy it very much » His animal 
impressions went down a treat with the 
children. « A cup of tea would go down a 
treat. 
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work a treat British & Australian, 
informal 
to be very effective « /f you want to get rid 
of that wine stain, put some salt on it, it 
works a treat. 


tree 


be out of your tree informal 
to be crazy or behaving in a strange way, 
sometimes because of drugs or alcohol 
* Is he going to build the extension 
himself? He'sout of his tree! 

be up a gum tree British & Australian, 
old-fashioned 

be up a tree American, old-fashioned 
to be in a very difficult situation 45 A 
small animal in Australia called a possum 
climbs up a gum tree when it is being 
chased. » If the insurance company won't 
pay for the damage, I'll be up a gum tree. 


trees 


can't see the wood for the trees British, 
American & Australian 

can't see the forest for the trees- . 
American & Australian 7 N 
if someone can't see the wood for the 
trees, they are unable to understand what 
is important in a situation because they 
are giving too much attention to details 
* After you've spent years researching a 
single topic you get to a point where you 
can't see the wood for the trees. 


trick 

do the trick informal x 
if something does the trick, it achieves 
what you want or need « Jf the sauce 
tastes a bit sour, add a teaspoon of sugar — 
that should do the trick. " 

every trick in the book -~< 
every clever or dishonest way that you 
know to achieve something that you want 
* (often + to do sth) He used every trick in 
the book to get her to sign the contract. 

not miss a trick 
to not fail to notice and use a good 
opportunity * You can rely on Sarah to get 
what she wants, she never misses a trick. 


turn a trick American, very informal 
to have sex with someone for money 
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* She'd been known to turn a trick when 
she needed a few dollars. 


tricks 

tricks of the trade \\/_ 
clever methods that help you to do a job 
better or faster * As a journalist, you 
learn the tricks of the trade pretty 
quickly or you don't survive. 


tried 

tried and tested/trusted British, 
American & Australian 

tried and true American 
used by many people and proved to be 
effective « They ran a highly successful 
advertising campaign using a tried and 
tested formula. + Most people would prefer 
to stick to tried and true methods of birth 
control. 


trigger-happy 

trigger-happy 
someone who is trigger-happy uses their 
gun too often and without thinking 
carefully « The book's main character is a 
trigger-happy New York detective. 


trojan 

a Trojan horse 
someone or something that attacks the 
group or organization it belongs to £» In 
Greek stories, the Trojan horse was a 
large wooden horse that the Greeks used 
to take soldiers secretly into the city of 
Troy in order to destroy it. « Traditional 
Labour supporters have accused the new 
leadership of being a Trojan horse trying 
to destroy the party from within. 


trolley 

be off your trolley humorous 
to be crazy * What are you doing eating 
chocolate and cheese again? You're off 
your trolley! 
go off your trolley * Has he gone 
completely off his trolley? He'll never get 
away with it! 


trooper 

swearlikeatrooper > 
to swear a lot © A trooper is a soldier 
with a low rank. « He came in drunk and 
swearing like a trooper. 


true-blue 


trot 


on the trot British & Australian 

1 if you do several things on the trot, you 
do them one after the other e It’s been a 
good year for Britain’s top player, who has 
won seven matches on the trot. 

2 if you do something for a number of 
days, hours, years etc. on the trot, you do 
it for that amount of time without 
stopping * He'd worked 48 hours on the 
trot and was totally exhausted. 


trouble : 

spell trouble X 
to be the cause of possible problems in 
the future ¢ (often + for) The continuing 
dry weather could spell trouble for 
farmers. 


truck 


have no truck with sth/sb 
to refuse to become involved with 
something or someone because you do 
not approve of them ¢ Our committee will 
have no truck with racist attitudes. 


true 


true to form/type 
if someone does something true to form, 
they behave in the bad way that you 
would expect them to «e True to form, she 
turned up an hour later than we'd 
arranged. 

ring true  — 
if something someone has said or 
written rings true, it seems to be true 
* (often negative) Something about the 
story didn't quite ring true. 

There's many a true word spoken in 
jest. 
something that you say when you think 
that something someone has said as a 
joke may really be true or become true 
* At this rate we'll be walking all night.’ 
'Be careful — there's many a true word 
spoken in jest.’ 


true-blue 

true-blue American & Australian 
if someone is true-blue, they support 
something or someone completely 
* Tom's true-blue — he won't let us down. 
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* They want control of the company to 


not giving her any money. If she tries it on 


remain in true-blue American hands. with me I'll just refuse. 
trump tube 
a trump card down the tube/tubes ^^ 


an advantage that makes you more likely 
to succeed than other people, especially 
something that other people do not know 
about © In card games a trump card is 


1 informal if something goes down the 
tubes, it fails or disappears « Our holiday 
plans went down the tube because of the 
train strike. 


one of a set of cards which have been 2 American, informal if someone goes 


chosen to have the highest value during 
the game. * The fact that I had an Italian 
parent turned out to be my trump card 
when I applied for the job. « Anthea was 


down the tubes, they fail « He's in danger 
of going down the tubes if he doesn't learn 
to get on with people at work. 


about to play her trump card - none of tub-thumping 


the money could be released without her 
signature. 


trumps 

come up/turn up trumps British & 
Australian 
to complete an activity successfully or to 
produce a good result, especially when 
you were not expected to Æ In card 
games, trumps are a set of cards which 


have been chosen to have the highest Change your tune 


value during the game. « John's uncle 
came up trumps and found us a place to 
stay at the last minute. 


trust 

I wouldn't trust sb as far as I could 
throw them. informal 
something that you say which means that 
you do not trust someone at all * I'll 
admit John is very charming, but I 
wouldn't trust him as far as I could throw 


tub-thumping British 


speech or behaviour that is intended to 
force people to support an idea or plan 
* Far too much tub-thumping goes on 
during these debates. 

tub-thumping * (always before noun) 
She gave a tub-thumping speech. 


tune 


to change your opinion completely, 
especially because you know it will bring 
you an advantage * He was against the 
idea to start with, but he soon changed 
his tune when I told him how much money 
he'd get out of it. 


dance to sb's tune 


to always do what someone tells you to 
do, whether you agree with it or not 
* Powerful local residents seem to have the 


council dancing to their tune. 
him. 
truth tuppence 
Truth will out. slightly formal not care/give tuppence British & 


something that you say which means the 
truth will always be discovered « They’re 
bound to find out what you've done. Truth 
will out, you know. 


try 


Australian, old-fashioned 

to not care about something or someone 
in any way * (often + for) She doesn't give 
tuppence for her family. * You can do what 
you like. I don't care tuppence. 


try it on British & Australian turf T 
to behave badly or to try to deceive a turf war American ^ 


people, especially in order to make them 
do something for you * (often in 
continuous tenses) He's not really ill, he's 
just trying it on. * (sometimes + with) I’m 


a fight or an argument to decide who 
controls an area or an activity « The 
recent shootings in the city are part of a 
turf war between two competing gangs. 
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turkey 


a turkey shoot mainly American 
if a fight or a war is a turkey shoot, one 
side is certain to be completely defeated 
because the other side is much stronger 
* Their aircraft destroyed every military 
camp in a three-day turkey shoot. 

talk turkey mainly American 
to discuss a problem in a serious way 
with a real intention to solve it * If the 
two sides in the dispute are to meet, they 
must be prepared to talk turkey. 


turkeys 


like turkeys voting for (an early) 

Christmas British & Australian, humorous 
if people are like turkeys voting for 
Christmas, they choose to accept a 
situation which will have very bad 
results for them Æ Turkeys are large 
birds which are often eaten on Christmas 
Day. * Teachers agreeing to even larger 
class sizes would be like turkeys voting for 
Christmas. 


turn 


a turn of phrase 

1 a way of saying something ¢ ‘Significant 
other’, meaning ‘partner’, now that's an 
interesting turn of phrase. 

2 the ability to express yourself well « She 
has a nice turn of phrase which should 
serve her well in journalism. 

a turn of the screw 
an action which makes a bad situation 
worse, especially in order to force 
someone to do something * Each letter 
from my bank manager is another turn of 
the screw. 

at every turn 
if something unpleasant happens at 
every turn, it happens every time you try 
to do something * Throughout his life, he 
feit himself stifled by his father at every 
turn. 

be cooked/done to a turn 
to be cooked for exactly the right amount 
of time » The beef was done to a turn. 

speak/talk out of turn slightly formal 
to say something that you should not 
have said or that you did not have the 


twinkling 


authority to say * I’m sorry if I spoke out 
of turn, but somebody had to tell him the 
facts. 

take a turn for the worse 
if asituation or an ill person takes a turn 
for the worse, they become worse or more 
ill e Their relationship took a turn for the 
worse when he lost his job. 


turnabout 


Turnabout is fair play. American 
something that you say which means you 
will do something that someone else has 
done because this is fair e You cook 
dinner tonight, I cooked last night. 
Turnabout is fair play. 


turtle 

turn turtle 
if a boat turns turtle, it turns upside 
down in the water ¢ We lost all our diving 
gear when the boat turned turtle just off 
the shore. 


twain 


Never the twain shall meet. /iterary 
something that you say when two things 
or people are so different that they can 
never exist together or agree with each 
other « Psychologists support behavioural 
therapy, pharmacologists support drugs, 
and never the twain shall meet. 

twilight 

the twilight zone >< 
the area where one thing ends and 
another begins, especially when it is not 
clear exactly where or when this happens 
* (often + between) She'd been 
unconscious ever since she fell, trapped in 
the twilight zone between life and death. 


twinkle 


when sb was a (mere) twinkle in their 
father's eye humorous 
at a time before someone was born * All 
this happened a very long time ago, when 
you were a mere twinkle in your father's 
eye. 

twinkling 

in the twinkling of an eye 
if something happens in the twinkling of 
an eye, it happens very quickly « This 
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machine will do all the calculations in the 
twinkling of an eye. 


twist 

drive/send sb round the twist British & 
Australian, informal 
to make someone very angry, especially 
by continuing to do something annoying 
* This non-stop banging is driving me 
round the twist. « A day with my mother is 
enough to send anyone round the twist. 


round the twist British & Australian, 
informal 
crazy ¢ She's completely round the twist — 
just sits there all day talking to herself. « I 
put the milk in the cupboard and the 
sugar in the fridge. I think I'm going 
round the twist. 


two 

two can play at that game informal 
something that you say when you intend 
to harm someone in the same way as they 
have harmed you * So she's been 
spreading rumours about me, has she? 
Well, two can play at that game. 

be in/of two minds 
to be unable to decide about something 
* (often + whether) J was in two minds 
whether or not to come this morning. 
* (often + about) Residents are of two 
minds about new traffic restrictions in the 
area. 

be like two peas in a pod 
to be very similar * You can tell they're 
brothers at a glance — they're like two peas 
ina pod. 

be two of a kind 
if two people are two of a kind, they have 
very similar characters + Amy and I are 
two of a kind. That's why we've stayed 
friends for so long. 

fall between two stools mainly British 

be caught between two stools mainly 
British 
if something falls between two stools, it 
fails because it is neither one type of 
thing nor another and if someone falls 
between two stools, they fail because they 
try to combine two different types of 
thing that cannot be combined * For me, 


it fell between two stools, being neither 
romantic fiction nor serious literature. « If 
you try to organize an event that will 
appeal to both young and old, you can end 
up caught between two stools. 


for two cents American & Australian, 

informal 

if you say that for two cents you would do 
something unpleasant to someone, you 
mean that you want very much to do it to 
them 4>A cent is the coin with the 
smallest value in American money and 
two cents is worth very little. « For two 
cents I'd hit him. He's so darned spoiled 
and stuck up. 


not have two pennies to rub together 
British, American & Australian 

not have two nickels to rub together 
American 
to be very poor ¢ She's been out of work 
for months and doesn't have two pennies 
torub together. 


Ittakes two to tango. ^ 
something that you say which means if 
two people were involved in a bad 
situation, both must be responsible £5 A 
tango is a South American dance for 
two people. © ‘She blames Tracy for 
stealing her husband.’ ‘Well, it takes two 
to tango.’ C 

kill two birds with one stone A 
to manage to do two things at the same 
time instead of just one, because it is 
convenient to do both » 7 killed two birds 
with one stone and saw some old friends 
while I was in Leeds visiting my parents. 


(There's) no two ways about it. 
something that you say in order to 
emphasize that something is true 
* Patricia was the meanest person I've 
ever met. No two ways about it. 


put your two cents (worth) in American 
& Australian, informal 
to give your opinion in a conversation, 
often when it is not wanted * She always 
has to put her two cents worth in! Why 
can't she just keep quiet? 
your two cents (worth) « Stay out of 
this — if we want your two cents we'll ask 
for it! 
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put in/stick in your two penn'orth 
British, old-fashioned 

to give your opinion in a conversation, 
often when it is not wanted « Whenever the 
subject of hunting comes up you can rely on 
Anthony to put his two penn'orth in. 


put two and two together and 
get/make five to guess something wrong 
about a situation, usually something 
more exciting than the truth « She 
thought I was pregnant. I was sick a 
couple of times and she just put two and 
two together and made five. 


put/stick two fingers up at sb/sth 
British, informal 
to show that you are angry with someone, 
or that you have no respect for someone 
or something e These protest marches are 
a way of putting two fingers up at 
politicians. 

That makes two of us. 7^ 
something that you say in order to tell 
someone that you are in the same 
unpleasant situation, or have the same 
negative feelings as them * T found 
his talk really boring.' 'That makes two 
of us!’ 


two's company (three's a crowd) 
something that you say when you think 
two people would prefer to be alone 
together than be with a third person 
* They asked me to go to the cinema with 
them but two's company if you know what 
Imean. 


type 


two-bit 

two-bit American, informal 
of very little value or not important 
* (always before noun) The man was shot 
by atwo-bit crook who nobody ever heard of 


two-faced 

two-faced 
a two-faced person says nice things about 
people when they are with them, but bad 
things about them to other people « Have 
you seen what he wrote about us? He 
seemed so nice when we spoke on the phone 
-what a two-faced bastard! 


two-time 

two-time sb 
to have a sexual or romantic relationship 
with two people at the same time e 7f J 
ever found out she was two-timing me, I'd 
kill her. 
two-timing * You should get rid of that 
two-timing boyfriend of yours. 
two-timer ¢ He's just a dirty two-timer. 


two-way 

a two-way street mainly American 
if asituation between two people is a two- 
way street, both people must make an 
equal effort in order to achieve good 
results ù Talks with the nurses have to be 
a two-way street — if they want to discuss 
salaries, we want to discuss their 
performance. 


type 

revert to type 
if someone reverts to type, they return to 
their usual behaviour after a period of 
behaving in a different, usually better, 
way * After several weeks without saying 
a rude word to anyone, he seems to have 
reverted to type. 
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ugly 

an ugly duckling 
someone or something that is ugly and 
not successful when they are young or 
new, but which develops into something 
beautiful and successful * The most 
successful company was last year’s ugly 
duckling. 


be as ugly as sin x 
to be very ugly « That dog of his is as ugly 
as sin. 


um and ah 
to have difficulty making a decision 
* (often + about) She's still umming and 
ahing about telling her mother * He 
ummed and ahed and finally agreed to let 
me see the documents. 


umbrage 


take umbrage formal 
to become upset and angry about 
something someone has said or done 
* (often + at) He took great umbrage at 
newspaper reviews of his book. * The 
minister took umbrage when colleagues 
queried her budget plans. 


uncertain 


in no uncertain terms 
if someone tells you something in no 
uncertain terms, they say it in a strong 
and direct way * We were told in no 
uncertain terms that dishonesty would not 
be tolerated. 


x 


" 


uncle 


Uncle Sam 
the government or the country of the 
United States * These smaller countries 


resent being so dependent on Uncle Sam 
for protection. 
an Uncle Tom 

a black person who is too eager to please 
white people £» This phrase is from the 
book Uncle Tom's Cabin by H.B.Stowe, in 
which the main person in the story is a 
black slave. (= someone who is legally 
owned by another person) ¢ She was seen 
by other blacks in the neighborhood as an 
Uncle Tom for not complaining about 
police harassment. 


say uncle American, informal 
to admit that you have been defeated 
> In children's fights, a child being held 
down had to say ‘uncle’ before being 
allowed to get up. * I'm determined to 
show them I can be a star. I’m not going to 
say uncle. 


unglued 

come unglued 

1 American, informal to lose control of 
your emotions e After Dan's death she just 
came unglued. 

2 American, informal if a person or 
something they are trying to achieve 
comes unglued, they have problems 
which cause them to fail e The 
negotiations are showing signs of coming 
unglued, with new questions coming up 
every day. + The team played well in the 
first half but came unglued in the second. 


unknown 


an unknown quantity 

if someone or something is an unknown 
quantity you do not know much about 
them or what effect they will have in the 
future « Turner may do well in the 
election, though he is an unknown 
quantity as a campaigner. « The new 
computer system is still an unknown 
quantity for our department. 


unstuck 


come unstuck British & Australian 
if a person or something they are trying 
to achieve comes unstuck, they have 
problems which cause them to fail 
* Athletes who don't prepare properly for 
the humid conditions will certainly come 
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unstuck. * The negotiations came unstuck 
over disagreements about the wording. 


up 

Up yours! very informal 
an angry and impolite way of telling 
someone you do not care about their 
opinion * 'You're not supposed to be 
smoking in here.’ ‘Up yours, mate!’ 


be (right) up there with sb/sth 
to be as good or as famous as someone or 
something else * He's up there with the 
foremost sculptors of our age. 


be on the up 
if someone or something is on the up, 
they are becoming more successful e At 
number 27 in the world tennis rankings he 
is definitely on the up. * It's been a difficult 
year for our family, but things are on the 
upagain now. 


be on the up and up 

1 informal if someone or something is on 
the up and up they are becoming more 
and more successful ¢ Since the recession 
ended, our business has been on the up 
and up. 

2 American, informal if a person or an 
activity is on the up and up, they are 
honest * You can trust Mick — he's on the 
up and up. 


be up yourself British & Australian, very 
informal 
to think that you are better and more 
important than other people e She's so up 
herself ever since she landed this new job, 
it's unbearable. 


be up against sth/sb 

if you are up against a situation, a 
person, or a group of people, they make it 
very difficult for you to achieve what you 
want to achieve « When I saw how deeply 
the racist views were held I began to 
understand what we were up against. 
* The Welsh rugby team will really be up 
against it (= have a lot of problems) 
when they take on France next week. 


be up and about/around 
if someone is up and about after an 
illness, they are well enough to get out of 


bed and move around « Trevor's up and 
about again, but he won't be able to drive 
for a few weeks. 


be up and down 

1 if a person is up and down, they are 
sometimes happy and sometimes sad, 
usually after something very bad has 
happened to them * She's been very up 
and down since her husband's death. 

2 if a situation is up and down, it is 
sometimes good and successful and 
sometimes bad and not successful 
* Things are up and down for dairy 
farmers at the moment. 


be up and running > _ 
if a system, an organization, or a 
machine is up and running, it is 
established and working ¢ Until the new 
computer system is up and running we 
will have to work on paper. 


be up for sth informal > 
to want to do something and to be able to 
do it ù It’s a long walk. Are you up for it? 
* After a long day at work I wasn't really 
up for a party. 

be up to sth >< 
to be doing or planning something, often 
secretly « We think those boys are up to 
something, or they wouldn't be behaving 
so suspiciously. * (often used in questions) 
What are you up to in there? 


be up to your ears/eyeballs/eyes in sth 
British, American & Australian 

be up to your chin in sth American 
to have too much of something, 
especially work * We're up to our eyeballs 
in decorating at the moment. 


not be up to much British, informal 
if something is not up to much, it is not 
very good or effective « This hairdryer's 
not up to much - it only blows out cold air. 


be up with the lark British, American & 
Australian 

be up with the crows Australian 
to be awake and out of your bed early in 
the morning Æ Larks and crows are 
birds that start singing very early in the 
morning. * You were up with the lark this 
morning! 
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up-and-coming uppers 
up-and-coming be (down) on your uppers British, old- 


becoming more and more successful in a 
job * (always before noun) She founded a 
summer school for up-and-coming 
musicians. 

uphill 

an uphill battle/fight/struggle 

an uphill job/task 
if something you are trying to do is an 
uphill struggle, it is very difficult, often 
because other people are causing 
problems for you * Environmentalists 
face an uphill struggle convincing 
people to use their cars less. « We're trying 
to expand our business, but it's an uphill 
battle. 


upper 

the upper crust 
people who have the highest social 
position and who are usually rich « Many 
treasures were brought back to Britain 
because its upper crust was wealthy and 
liked travelling abroad. 
upper-crust * He spoke with an upper- 
crust accent. 


gain/get the upper hand * (often + 
over) Government troops are gradually 
gaining the upper hand over the rebel 
forces. * I shouldn't have read the letter, 
but curiosity got the upper hand. 


fashioned 
to be in a very bad financial situation 
* Hungary's once successful film industry 
is on its uppers. « He was always ready to 
help anyone who was down on their 
uppers. 

ups 

ups and downs 
the mixture of good and bad things 
which happen to people * Like most 
married couples we've had our ups and 
downs. * The book charts the ups and 
downs of a career in fashion. 


upstairs 


kick sb upstairs 
to give someone a new job which seems 
more powerful but is really less powerful, 
usually in order to stop them causing 
trouble for you * Brown is being kicked 
upstairs to become chairman of the new 
company. 

uptake 

be slow on the uptake ~ 
to be slow to understand new ideas * J 
tried to explain the new database, but they 
were remarkably slow on the uptake. 
opposite be quick on the uptake * Some 
of the games were quite complex but the 
children were very quick on the uptake. 


up-to-the-minute 

up-to-the-minute 
containing the most modern or recent 
ideas or information * For top designer 
names and up-to-the-minute fashion, shop 
at Taylors. 


~*~ 


~ 
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variety 


Variety is the spice of life. 
something that you say which means life 
is more interesting when it changes often 
and you have many different experiences 
* I have to work in the heat of Sudan one 
week and the cold of Alaska the next, but I 
suppose variety is the spice of life. 


veil 

draw a veil over sth 
if you draw a veil over a subject, you do 
not talk about it any more because it 
could cause trouble or make someone 
embarrassed » I think we should draw a 
veil over this conversation and pretend it 
never happened. 


verbal 

verbal diarrhoea British, American & 
Australian, humorous 

verbal diarrhea American & Australian, 
humorous 
if someone has verbal diarrhoea, they 
talk too much ¢ Jt was awful — a whole 
evening with this guy who had verbal 
diarrhoea. 


vicious ve; 

a vicious circle X 
a difficult situation that cannot be 
improved because one problem causes 
another problem that causes the first 
problem again * I get depressed so I eat 
and then I gain weight which depresses me 
so I eat again — I'm caught in a vicious 
circle. 


villain 

the villain of the piece 
someone or something that has caused a 
bad situation ®© This phrase was first 
used to describe an evil character in a 


void 


play. « According to reports of the disaster; 
the villain of the piece is the mining 
company who failed to carry out proper 
safety checks. 


vine 

wither on the vine British, American & 
Australian, literary 

die on the vine American & Australian, 
literary 
if something withers on the vine, it is 
destroyed very gradually, usually because 
no one does anything to help or support it 
* Plans to create cheap housing for the poor 
seem doomed to wither on the vine, 


virtue 


make a virtue of necessity formal 
to change something you must do into a 
positive or useful experience » It's a long 
way to drive so I thought I'd make a virtue 
of necessity and stop off at some 
interesting places along the way. 


virtues 


extoll the virtues of sb/sth formal 
to praise the good qualities of someone or 
something * He wrote several magazine 
articles extolling the virtues of country life. 


vis-a-vis 

vis-a-vis 
in relation to * Can I talk to you vis-à-vis 
the arrangements for Thursday’s 
meeting? * The current strength of the 
dollar vis-à-vis other currencies makes it 
hard selling American products overseas. 


voice 


a (lone) voice in the wilderness 

a voice crying in the wilderness 
if you are a voice in the wilderness, you 
are the only person expressing a 
particular opinion, although later other 
people understand that you were right 
* With her passionate pleas for peace, she 
was a lone voice in the wilderness. 


void 
fill aithe void > 


to replace something important that you 
have lost, or to provide something 
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important that you need * The country volumes 
needs a strong leader to help fill the void 
left by the death of the president. 


* Religion helped me fill a void in my life. 
volte-face 
a volte-face formal 


a sudden change of a belief or plan to the 
opposite of what it was before » In the 


speak volumes 
if something speaks volumes, it makes a 
situation very clear without the use of 
words e (never in continuous tenses) He 
refused to comment on reports of his 
dismissal, but his furious expression 
spoke volumes. * (often + about) What 


early 90's he made a complete political 
volte-face, moving from the Republican 
Party to the Democrats. 


we wear speaks volumes about our 
personality. 
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wad 


shoot your wad 

1 American, informal to spend or use 
everything that you have « He's going to 
shoot his wad on his night out — whatever 
it costs for a good time. 

2 American, informal to say everything 
that you want to say about a particular 
subject « Our opponents shot their wad at 
the meeting and left everyone in no doubt 
that they would oppose our plans. 

3 British, American & Australian, taboo if 
a man shoots his wad, semen (= thick 
liquid containing a man's seed) comes 
out of his penis « He shot his wad as soon 
as she took her blouse off 


wagon 

be on the wagon 
someone who is on the wagon has 
decided not to drink any alcohol for a 
period of time *« He'd been an alcoholic 
once, but when I met him he'd been on the 
wagon for about five years. 
go on the wagon * The doctor ordered 
her to go on the wagon, and she hasn't 
touched a drop since. 


fall off the wagon 
to start drinking alcohol again, 
especially too much alcohol, after a 
period when you have not drunk any 
* Six months later he fell off the wagon in 
spectacular fashion with a three-day 
drinking spree. 

hitch your wagon to sb/sth 

hitch your wagon to a star 
to try to become successful by becoming 
involved with someone or something that 
is already successful or has a good 
chance of becoming successful * He 
wisely decided to hitch his wagon to the 
environmentalist movement, which was 


walking 


then gaining support throughout the 
country * She hitched her wagon to a 
rising young star on the music scene. 


waifs 

waifs and strays British & Australian 
people or animals who have no home and 
no one to care for them *« Emma was 
always bringing home waifs and strays 
and giving them a bed for the night. 

waiting 

be waiting in the wings 
to be ready to be used or employed 
instead of someone or something else 
> In the theatre, the wings are the sides 
of the stage which cannot be seen by the 
people watching the play, where actors 
wait until it is their turn to walk on to the 
stage. + The rumour is that Green will be 
sacked and Brinkworth is waiting in the 
wings to take over as manager: 

play a/the waiting game 
to delay doing something so that you can 
see what happens or what other people do 
first « Those investors who are willing to 
play the waiting game may find it to their 
advantage. 


wake-up 

a wake-up call American & Australian 
an event that warns someone that they 
need to deal with an urgent or dangerous 
problem * (often + to do sth) The 1971 
earthquake was a wake-up call to 
strengthen the city's bridges. * (often + to) 
The World Trade Center bombing has 
served as a wake-up call to the FBI on 
terrorism. 


walk 


a walk of life 
a person's walk of life is the type of job 
they do or the level of society they belong 
to + Volunteers who work at the animal 
hospital come from all walks of life. 
* There were people at the meeting from 
almost every walk of life. 


walking 


give sb their walking papers American 
to tell someone they must leave their job 
* The manager gave his old secretary her 


wall 


walking papers and hired his daughter to 
do the job. 

get your walking papers American 
* Since they got their walking papers from 
the chemical company, none of them has 
been able to find another job. 


wall 
be off the wall informal ~< 

to be strange or very different from other 
people or things ¢ Even at school he was 
considered off the wall by most of the 
students. 

off-the-wall informal * (always before 
noun) She's got a really off-the-wall sense 
of humour. 


go to the wall ^. 

if a business or other organization goes 
to the wall, it fails and cannot continue 
* After nine months of massive losses, the 
company finally went to the wall. « In 
theory, good schools will grow and prosper 
and bad schools will go to the wall. 


hit a/the (brick) wall informal ~~ 
if you hit the wall when you are trying to 
achieve something, you reach a situation 
where you cannot make any more 
progress e We've just about hit the wall in 
terms of what we can do to balance the 
budget. + The enquiry hit a brick wall of 
banking security. 

nail sb to the wall informal 
to punish or hurt someone severely 
because you are very angry with them * 7 
didn't care about why they did it, I just 
wanted to nail the guys that robbed me to 
the wall. 


the writing is on the wall British, : 
American & Australian K 

the handwriting is on the wall American 
if the writing is on the wall for a person 
or an organization, it is clear that they 
will fail or be unable to continue e (often 
+ for) The team has lost its last six games 
and the writing is definitely on the wall for 
the manager. 
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read/see the writing on the wall 
British, American & Australian 
read/see the handwriting on the wall 
American to understand that you are in a 
dangerous situation and that something 
unpleasant is likely to happen to you 
* They saw the writing on the wall and 
started to behave better. « Those who failed 

' to read the handwriting on the wall lost a 
lot of money. 


Walls have ears. 
something that you say in order to warn 
someone to be careful what they say 
because someone may be listening « Why 
don't we go and talk about this somewhere 
quieter? Walls have ears, you know. 


wall-to-wall 

wall-to-wall 
wall-to-wall things or people exist in a 
continuous supply or in large amounts 
* Independent channels are promising 
wall-to-wall coverage of the Olympics. * It 
was one of those clubs, you know, with 
wall-to-wall men and lots of heavy dance 
music. 


wandering 


wandering hands British & Australian, 

humorous 

a person, usuall a man, who has 
wandering hands often tries to touch 
other people for sexual excitement e Joe 
was notorious for having wandering 
hands and all the women tried to avoid 
going into his office. 


want 


for want of a better word * 
if you say that you are using a particular 
word for want of a better word, you mean 
that it is not quite exact or suitable but 
there is no better one » They have 
problems, which, for want of a better 
word, we call psychological. 

How much do you want to bet? informal 

Do you want a/to bet? informal 
something that you say when you do not 
believe that what someone has just said 
will be true « T don't think she'd be stupid 
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enough to lend him any money.’ ‘How 
much do you want to bet?" 


war 


a war of words 
a long argument between two people or 
groups * (often + between) The war of 
words between the two rivals for the 
presidency continues to dominate the news 
bulletins. * (often + over) The article 
describes the war of words over acid rain. 


warpath Y 

be on the warpath humorous / 
to be looking for someone you are angry 
with in order to speak angrily to them or 
punish them * Look out, the boss is on the 
warpath again! 


wars 

have been in the wars British & 
Australian, humorous 
someone, especially a child, who has 
been in the wars, has been hurt * You 
poor little boy, you have been in the wars! 


warts 


warts and all 

if you describe or show someone or 
something warts and all, you do not try to 
hide the bad things about them © A 
wart is a small hard lump which grows 
on the skin and looks unpleasant. « He 
tried to portray the president as he was, 
warts and all. 

warts-and-all « (always before noun) The 
book is a warts-and-all portrait of the 
socialist movement. 


wash 

come out in the wash informal 
if something secret or unpleasant comes 
out in the wash, people discover the truth 
about it « They don't want the police to 
investigate, because they're afraid of what 
might come out in the wash. 

It'll all come out in the wash. informal 
something that you say in order to tell 
someone not to worry because mistakes 
or problems will not have a serious or 
permanent effect « It was the wrong thing 
to say, but don't get too upset, I'm sure it'll 
all come out in the wash eventually. 


water 


will not wash 
if an excuse or an argument will not 
wash, people will not believe it or accept 
it e (often + with) That story about 
missing the last bus won't wash with me, 
young lady! 

waste 


be a waste of space informal 
if you say that someone is a waste of 
space, you mean that they do not do 
anything useful and you do not like them 
* Her husband's a complete waste of 
space. 

watched 


A watched pot never boils. 
something that you say which means if 
you wait anxiously for something to 
happen, it seems to take a very long time 
* There's no point sitting by the phone 
waiting for it to ring. A watched pot never 
boils. 

watching 

be like watching grass grow humorous 

be as interesting as watching grass 
grow humorous 
if you say that watching an activity is 
like watching grass grow, you mean that 
it is very boring * To watch somebody fly- 
fishing is like watching grass grow. 

be like watching paint dry humorous 

be as interesting as watching paint dry 
humorous 
if you say that watching an activity is 
like watching paint dry, you mean that it 
is very boring ¢ To me, watching golf on 
television is about as interesting as 
watching paint dry. 

water 


be water under the bridge British, 
American & Australian 

be water over the dam American 
if aproblem or an unpleasant situation is 
water under the bridge, it happened a 


waterfront 


long time ago and no one is upset about it 
now * Wecertainly had our disagreements 
in the past, but that's all water under the 
bridge now. 
blow sth/sb out of the water 

to destroy or defeat something or 
someone completely * They came to court 
with fresh evidence that would, they said, 
blow the prosecution's case completely out 
of the water. 


not hold water 

if an opinion or a statement does not hold 
water, it can be shown to be wrong * Most 
of the arguments put forward by our 
opponents simply do not hold water. 
opposite hold water » 7f his theory holds 
water it could be a breakthrough in 
cancer research. 


test the water/waters 

to try to discover what people think about 
an idea before you do anything about it, 
or to try to discover what a situation is 
really like before you become very 
involved in it * I mentioned my idea to a 
couple of friends as a way of testing the 
water and they were very enthusiastic 
about it. + Perhaps you should go to a 
couple of meetings to test the waters before 
you decide whether to join the club. 


tread water — 
someone who is treading water is not 
doing anything to make progress » (often 
in continuous tenses) I'm just treading 
water until I get an opportunity to try for a 
job with more responsibility. 


waterfront 


cover the waterfront American 

to talk about every part of a subject, or to 
deal with every part of a job * It was a 
mistake to try and cover the waterfront in 
her talk — one or two points would have 
been enough. * It's obvious one salesman 
can't cover the waterfront. We'll need a 
whole team for this area. 


waterloo 


meet your Waterloo 
if someone who has been successful in 
the past meets their Waterloo, they are 
defeated by someone who is too strong for 
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them or by a problem which is too 
difficult for them 45 The French leader 
Napoleon was finally defeated at the 
battle of Waterloo in 1815. * She finally 
met her Waterloo when she tried to take on 
the club champion. 


waters 


muddy the waters 
to make a situation more confused and 
less easy to understand or deal with « The 
statistics you quoted didn't prove 
anything, they simply muddied the waters. 


waterworks 


turn on the waterworks humorous 
to start crying in order to get what you 
want e He always turns on the waterworks 
if he doesn't get exactly what he wants. 


wave 

catch the wave American & Australian 
to try to get an advantage for yourself by 
becoming involved with something that 
is becoming popular or fashionable 
* Older Spanish restaurants are 
expanding to try to catch the tapas wave. 


ride (on) a/the wave 
to become involved with and get 
advantages from opinions or activities 
which have become very common or 
popular * (often + of) She came to power 
riding on a wave of personal popularity. 


wavelength 

be on the same wavelength 
if two people are on the same 
wavelength, it is easy for them to 
understand and agree with each other 
* To my surprise, I found that we were 
absolutely on the same wavelength about 
most of the important issues. * I can't 
discuss anything with her — we're simply 
not on the same wavelength. 


waves 


make waves 
to change an existing situation in a way 
which causes problems or upsets people 
* Some workers felt it was not the time to 
make waves by organizing a union. « Our 
culture encourages us to fit the norm and 
not to make waves. 
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wax 


wax and wane 
to grow bigger and stronger and then to 
become smaller or weaker again * Their 
influence waxes and wanes depending on 
which party is in power. 

way 

allthe way 7% 
if you support something or fight against 
something all the way, you support it or 
fight itas much as possible and as long as 
it continues * Jf you want to complain to 
the boss, I'll support you all the way. * If 
they go ahead with the plan, we'll fight 
them all the way. 

along the way 
during the time that something is 
happening or that you are doing 
something * I’ve been in this job for thirty 
years and I've picked up a good deal of 
expertise along the way. « Along the way 
we'll also be studying French, history and 
geography. 

(in) any way, shape, or form 
in any way at all « (often negative) J have 
never been involved in any way, shape, or 
form with criminal activities. 

be out of sb's way 
if a place is out of someone's way, it is not 
in the direction in which they are going 
* Are you sure you don't mind taking me 
home, Ted? It's a bit out of your way. 

be out of the way 
if a place is out of the way, it is a long 
distance from other villages or towns 
* It's a lovely village but it's a little out of 
the way. 
out-of-the-way * We hired a car and 
spent a few days visiting some out-of-the- 
way places. 

claw your way back from sth 
if you claw your way back from a bad 
situation, you succeed in improving your 
situation again by making a big effort 
* They clawed their way back from almost 
certain defeat to win by a single point. 

couldn't [act/argue/fight] your way out 
of a paper bag humorous 
if someone couldn't act, argue, fight etc. 
their way out of a paper bag, they act, 


way 


argue, fight etc. very badly » It’s no good 
asking Jim to protect you — he couldn't 
fight his way out of a paper bag. 

go all the way informal 

1 informalto have sex, especially when you 
have only been kissing and touching 
before « J wouldn't go all the way with a 
boy if I didn't love him. 

2 if you go all the way when you are doing 
something, you do it completely « We 
finally decided to go all the way and 
redecorate the entire house © The 
government didn’t go all the way; it 
restricted advertising by tobacco 
companies, but didn't ban it. 

3 if a person or team goes all the way ina 
sports competition, they win every part 
of it « Do you think she can go all the way 
at Wimbledon this year? 


go out of your way to do sth 
to try very hard to do something pleasant 
for other people ¢ They really went out of 
their way to make us feel welcome. 


not know which way to turn 
to not know what to do or who to ask for 
help in a difficult situation *« J had no 
home, no money, and I didn't know which 
way to turn. 


open the way for/to sth 
to make it possible for something to 
happen * Removing customs controls 
could open the way to an increase in drug 
smuggling. à 

pave the way for sth ~” 
to be a preparation which will make it 
possible for something to happen in the 
future e Scientists hope that data from 
this expedition will pave the way for a 
more detailed exploration of Mars. 


pay your way 
if someone pays their way, they pay for 
all the things they have or use * We've 
always paid our own way and never taken 
a penny from the state. 

payitsway ^ 
if a machine or a piece of equipment 
pays its way, using it saves you more 
money than it costs to buy or keep « Our 
new combine harvester should be paying 
its way by next year. 


way-out 


point the way 
to show what can or should be done in the 
future * Their recent work on developing 
an AIDS vaccine points the way forward. 
* (often + to) Her speeches pointed the way 
to several important social reforms. 

see which way the cat jumps Australian, 
informal 
to delay making a decision or doing 
something until you know what is going 
to happen or what other people are going 
to do » We'd better wait and see which way 
the cat jumps before we commit ourselves. 

see your way (clear) to doing sth 
to be able to do something and agree to do 
it e Do you think you could see your way 
clear to lending me a bit more money? 

smooth the way for sb/sth 

smooth sb's/sth's way 
to make it easier for someone to do 
something or for something to happen 
* Parents can do a lot to smooth the way 
for their children when they start school. 
* To smooth the bills way through 
Congress, the President met with 
Republican leaders to hear their views. 

That's the way the cookie crumbles. 
British, American & Australian, informal 

That's the way the ball bounces. 
American, informal 
something that you say which means that 
bad things sometimes happen and there 
is nothing you can do to prevent it, so it is 
not worth becoming upset about it « J 
can't believe they chose Sam for the job 
and not me. Ah well, that's the way the 
cookie crumbles. 

wing your/its way 
to fly or travel very fast « Within a few 
hours the package will be winging its way 
across the Atlantic. 

way-out . 

way-out informal > 
new, different and often strange e He 
produced some really way-out designs for 
the opera house. 

ways 

ways and means 
methods of achieving something e (often 
+ of) Surely there are ways and means of 


y 
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achieving our objectives which don't 
involve spending quite so much money. 
change/mend your ways ^. 
to improve the way in which you behave 
* If he wants to carry on living here, he's 
going to have to change his ways. 
cut both/two ways ^. 
to have two different effects at the same 
time, usually one good and one bad 
* (never in continuous tenses) Censorship 
cuts both ways; it prevents people from 
being corrupted, but it often also prevents 
them from knowing what is really going on. 


wayside 

fall by the wayside 

1 if someone falls by the wayside, they fail 
to finish an activity ¢ A lot of students fall 
by the wayside during their first year at 
university. 

2 if something falls by the wayside, people 
stop doing it, making it, or using it 
* Many new drugs fall by the wayside in 
the laboratory. 


weak 

weak at the knees 
if someone goes weak at the knees, they 
feel as if they might fall down because 
they have a sudden strong emotion about 
something or someone e The very thought 
of jumping out of an aircraft with a 
parachute made him go weak at the 
knees. * He was so gorgeous, I felt weak at 
the knees every time he spoke to me. 

a weak link (in the chain) >< 
the weakest part of a system or the 
weakest member of a group of people 
that could cause the whole system or 
group to fail « It’s a strong team, though 
the goalkeeper may be a weak link because 
he's rather inexperienced. e The weak link 
in the chain is the computer software that 
controls the system. 

have a weak spot for sb/sth American X 
to feel attraction to or affection for 
someone or something « Sarah has a 
weak spot for basketball players. 


wear 


wear and tear 
the damage that happens to an object or a 
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person when they are used or when they 
do something * The guarantee covers 
accidental damage but not ordinary wear 
and tear. * (often + on) She made everyone 
wear slippers inside the house to avoid 
wear and tear on the carpet. + The wear 
and tear of life in a busy office has taken 
its toll on our staff 


wear the trousers British, American & 
Australian, humorous 

wear the pants American & Australian, 
humorous 
to be the person in a relationship who 
makes all the important decisions * J 
don't think there's any doubt about who 
wears the trousers in their house. 


weasel words mainly American 
words that you use to avoid answering a 
question or to deceive someone ¢ She was 
too experienced an interviewer to be taken 
in by the weasel words of crafty 
politicians. 


weather 


keep a weather eye on sth/sb British & 
Australian 
to watch something or someone carefully, 
because they may cause trouble or they 
may need help « I'd like you to keep a 
weather eye on the situation and report 
any major developments to me at once. 


wedding 


your wedding tackle British, humorous 
a man's sexual organs e He wears special 
padding to protect his wedding tackle. 


wedge 

drive a wedge between sb 
if you drive a wedge between two people 
or two groups of people, you do 
something which spoils their 
relationship * She thinks Samantha's 
jealous and is trying to drive a wedge 


welcome 


between her and her boyfriend. + This is a 
clear attempt to drive a wedge between the 
USA and its western allies. 


weigh 


weigh your words  . 

weigh each word ~ 
to think carefully about something 
before you say it *« Jake explained the 
reasons for his decision, weighing each 
word as he spoke. 


weight 


be a weight off your shoulders 
if something is a weight off your 
shoulders, you are happy that you do not 
have to worry about it or feel responsible 
for it any more ¢ If you could take over the 
job of organizing the party, that would be 
a tremendous weight off my shoulders. 


carry weight ~ 
if what you do or say carries weight with 
someone, it seems important to them and 
will influence what they do or think 
* (often + with) Her opinion carries a lot 
of weight with the boss. 


throw your weight around 
to behave in a way which shows that you 
are more important or powerful than 
other people » He tries to impress the rest 
of us by throwing his weight around at 
committee meetings. 


throw your weight behind sth/sb 
to use your power and influence to 
support something or someone « Jf we 
could persuade the chairman to throw his 
weight behind the plan, it would have a 
much better chance of success. 


welcome 


outstay/overstay your welcome 
to stay in a place longer than someone 
wants you to stay * One more cup of tea 
and then we'll go. We don't want to outstay 
our welcome! 


well 


well 

well and truly 
completely « Many people remained in 
their hiding places until they were sure the 
war was well and truly over. 

be well away 

1 British, informal to be completely 
involved in doing something, especially 
talking * They started talking about 
football and were soon well away. 

2 British & Australian, informalto be drunk 
* Annie was dancing on top of the table, so 
she must have been well away last night. 

3 British & Australian, informal to be 
sleeping * Her head started to nod and 
soon she was well away. 

be well in British & Australian 

be in well American 
to have a good relationship with a person 
or group which gives you an advantage 
* (usually + with) There won't be any 
stopping him now — he's in well with the 
manager of his company. * Lunch with 
her mother? You're well in there, mate! 

be well up on sth 
to have a good knowledge of a subject 
* I'm not very well up on Ancient Greek 
history. 

leave well alone British & Australian 

leave well enough alone American 
to not change or try to improve something 
that is not causing any problems ¢ So long 
as the machine still does what you want it 
to, my advice is to leave well alone. 
* Surgeons are aware that every operation 
carries some risk, and sometimes decide to 
leave well enough alone. 


well-heeled 

well-heeled 
rich * You need to be well-heeled to be able 
to afford to shop there. 


well-hung 

well-hung very informal 
a well-hung man has a large penis * A 
crowd of well-hung young men paraded 
around in their underwear. 


well-to-do : 
well-to-do 


rich * In Johannesburg's well-to-do 
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suburbs, residents are hiring security 
guards to protect their homes. 


west 


go west 

1 old-fashioned if something goes west, it is 
destroyed or lost « My watch went west 
when I accidentally dropped it on a 
concrete floor. « That's my chance of seeing 
the game gone west! 

2 British & Australian, old-fashioned if 
someone goes west, they die « He went 
west in a plane crash. 


wet 


a wet blanket informal 
someone who does or says something 
that stops other people from enjoying 
themselves « I don't want to be a wet 
blanket, but you really must play your 
music more quietly or you'll disturb the 
people next door: 

a wet dream 

1a sexually exciting dream that makes 
semen (- thick liquid containing a man's 
seed) come out of a man's penis while he 
is sleeping * Most boys start getting wet 
dreams in their early teens. 

2 very informal something that is very 
pleasant or very exciting for someone 
* This new machine is a computer buff's 
wet dream. 

be all wet American 
to be completely wrong * Most doctors 
agreed that the scientific evidence in the 
report was simply all wet. 

be wet behind the ears 
to be young and not very experienced 
* He's fresh out of college, still wet behind 
the ears. 


whack 


out of whack 

1 American & Australian, informal if 
something is out of whack, it is not 
working as it should ¢ You can use Carol's 
old bike- the gears are out of whack, but it 
still goes. * If I don't take any exercise for 
a while it throws my whole body out of 
whack. 

2 American & Australian, informal 
confused and badly organized « The state 
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budget is way out of whack and 


politicians are blaming an influx of 


immigrants. 

whale 

a whale of a [bill/difference/problem . 
etc.] American & Australian 
a very large bill, difference, problem etc. 
* Another thousand dollars would make a 
whale of a difference. « Weran up a whale 
of a bill in the restaurant. 

a whale of a [job/party/story etc.] 
American & Australian 
a very good job, party, story etc. « They've 
done a whale of a job renovating the 
building. 

have a whale of a time 
to enjoy yourself very much » ‘Did Sam 
enjoy himself at the party?’ ‘He had a 
whale of a time." 


what 

(Well) what do you know! 
something that you say when you are 
surprised by a piece of information 
> This phrase is often used humorously 
to mean the opposite. e And they're 
getting married? Well, what do you know! 
e (humorous) Well, what do you know! The 
Raiders lost again. 

and what have you informal 
and other similar things * There were a 
couple of bags full of old records, 
magazines and what have you. 

What's up? informal 
something that you say in order to ask 
someone what is wrong « What's up? Why 
haven't you left yet? « You're quiet — what's 
up? * (often + with) What's up with Tom? 
He hasn't spoken all morning. 


whatever 

Whatever turns you on. humorous 
something that you say when you are 
surprisedat something that someone likes 
to do * So you stuff animals in your spare 
time? Oh well, whatever turns you on. 

wheat x 

separate the wheat from the chaff ^ ` 
to choose the things or people that are of 
high quality from a group of mixed 
quality « A preliminary look through the 


wheels 


applications will help you to separate the 
wheat from the chaff. 


wheel 


be at/behind the wheel 
if you are at the wheel of a vehicle, you 
are driving it ù I always feel perfectly safe 
when Richard's at the wheel. 
get behind the wheel * When Anna gets 
behind the wheel of a fast car, she’s a 
danger to the public. 

a fifth/third wheel American 
someone who is in a situation where they 
are not really needed or are ignored by 
other people « I don't have a role in the 
office any more — I feel like a fifth wheel. 

reinvent the wheel 
to waste time trying to develop products 
or systems that you think are original 
when in fact they have already been done 
before + Why reinvent the wheel when 
there are drugs already on the market that 
are effective? 


wheeling 

wheeling and dealing 
complicated and sometimes dishonest 
agreements in business or politics that 
people try to achieve in order to make 
profits or get advantages * It's an article 
about all the wheeling and dealing that 
goes on in financial markets. 
wheel and deal « He's the sort of guy that 
likes to drive fast cars and wheel and deal 
on the stock exchange. 
a wheeler-dealer * He worked in the 
property business for a number of years, 
acquiring a reputation as a formidable 
wheeler-dealer. 


wheels 


the wheels are turning 
something that you say which means a 
process is starting to happen ¢ By the late 
1940s the wheels were turning that would 
make a manned space flight possible by 
theend of the next decade. 

oil the wheels 
to make it easier for something to happen 
* (usually + of) An aid programme was 
established to oil the wheels of economic 
reform in the region. 


when 


set the wheels in motion 
to cause a series of actions to start that 
will help you achieve what you want « A 
phone call to the right person should set 
the wheels in motion. 

spin your wheels American, informal 
to waste time doing things that achieve 
nothing * (often in continuous tenses) If 
we're just spinning our wheels, let us 
know and we'll quit. 


when 


as and when British, American & 
Australian 

if and when American & Australian 
if you do something as and when, you do 
it when it is needed or convenient, not in 
a regular way * Let's not go to the 
supermarket this week. We can just pick 
up some food as and when we need it. 


whip 

crack the whip 
to use your authority to make someone 
work harder, usually by threatening or 
punishing them Æ A whip is a piece of 
leather or rope fastened to a stick which 
you hit a horse with in order to make it go 
faster. « We were already three months 
behind schedule so I thought it was time to 
crack the whip. 


have/hold the whip hand 
to be the person or group that has the 
most power in a situation * So long as we 
rely on them for money, they have the whip 
hand. 


whipping 

a whipping boy 
someone or something that is blamed or 
punished for problems that are caused by 
someone or something else * Television 
has been the favourite whipping boy of 
every social reformer in modern America. 


whip-round 

a whip-round British & Australian, 
informal 
a collection of money among a group of 
people that is used to buy a present for 
someone ¢ We had a whip-round for 
Annie's leaving present. 
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whirlwind 

reap the whirlwind American 
to have serious problems because you did 
something stupid in the past « Having 
fired some of his best reporters, he's now 
reaping the whirlwind with rapidly 
declining newspaper sales. 


whisker 


by a whisker 
by a very small amount * Last time she 
raced against the Brazilian she won by a 
whisker. + He missed the goal by a whisker. 

come within a whisker of sth/doing sth 
if you come within a whisker of doing 
something, you almost do it or it almost 
happens to you * He came within a 
whisker of beating the world champion. 
* Several times on his trek through the 
jungle he came within a whisker of death. 


whistle 


blow the whistle on sb/sth 

to tell someone in authority about 
something bad that is happening so that 
it can be stopped « He was dismissed when 
he tried to blow the whistle on the safety 
problems at the factory. + The kids are 
encouraged to blow the whistle on any of 
their friends who are using drugs. 

a whistle-blower * Every organization 
needs a whistle-blower, someone who can 
stand up and say, 'Hey, you can't do that!' 


He/She/They can whistle for it! old- 
fashioned 
something that you say which means you 
are determined that someone will not get 
what they want ¢ If they want money, they 
can whistle for it. They're not getting a 
penny out of me! 

wet your whistle old-fashioned 
to have a drink, especially an alcoholic 
drink * You must be thirsty after all that 
work — would you care to wet your whistle? 


whistle-stop 

a whistle-stop tour 
a very quick visit to several places 
* (often + of) Coach loads of tourists come 
for whistle-stop tours of the main 
European cities. 
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whistling 

be whistling Dixie American, informal 
to talk in a way that makes things seem 
better than they really are * (usually 
negative) We're really making money 
these days and I'm not just whistling 
Dixie. 

be whistling in the dark 
to be confident that something good will 
happen when it is not at all likely « She 
seems pretty sure she'll win the title, but 
she may just be whistling in the dark. 


white 

white trash American, very informal 
an offensive way of describing poor 
white people who are not educated 
* These are the poor white trash that the 
middle class don't want to know about. 

a white elephant — / 
something that has cost a lot of money 
but has no useful purpose * The town's 
new leisure centre, recently completed at a 
cost of ten million pounds, seems likely to 
prove a white elephant. 

a white knight 
someone who gives money to a company 
in order to prevent it from being bought 
by another company e Hope is fading that 
a white knight will appear to stop the 
takeover bid. 

a white lie 
a lie that you tell in order not to upset 
someone * I don't see the harm in telling 
the occasional white lie if it spares 
someone's feelings. X 

be as white as a sheet A 
to be very pale, usually because you are 
frightened or ill « She was trembling all 
over and as white as a sheet. 

be as white as snow X 
to be very white « His hair and beard were 
as white as snow. 


white-bread 

white-bread American 
white-bread people or things are 
ordinary and boring, and often those that 
are typical of white, American people 
e (always before noun) It’s a movie about 
middle America — white-bread characters 
living white-bread lives. 


whole 


white-collar 

white-collar 
a white-collar worker is someone who 
works in an office, doing mental rather 
than physical work * (always before 
noun) The ratio of white-collar workers 
to production workers in the American 
manufacturing industry was declining. 
* The earnings of women in white-collar 
jobs are the second highest in Britain. 
* The 1980's saw an explosion in white- 
collar crime. (= crimes committed by 
white-collar workers, especially stealing 
from the organization they work for) 

whiter 

whiter than white 
someone who is whiter than white is 
completely good and honest and never 
does anything bad e I never was convinced 
by the whiter than white image of her 


portrayed in the press. 
whizz-kid > 
a whizz-kid 


a young person who is very clever and 
successful « They've taken on some 
financial whizz-kid who's going to sort all 
their problems out. 


whole 

the whole picture 
the most important facts about a 
situation and the effects of that situation 
on other things * You're just taking into 
account Melissa's views of the situation 
but of course that's not the whole picture. 

go the whole hog British, American & 
Australian 

go whole hog American 
to do something as completely as possible 
* It was going to cost so much to repair my 
computer, I thought I might as well go the 
whole hog and buy a new one. * I went 
whole hog and had a huge steak and 
French fries. 

make sth up out of whole cloth 
American 

invent sth out of whole cloth American 
if a story or excuse is made up out of 
whole cloth, it is not true • Yet the 
explanation was too strange for Joan to 
have made up out of whole cloth. 


whoopee 


whoopee 

make whoopee 

1 old-fashioned, informal to celebrate and 
enjoy yourself in a noisy way * (usually 
in continuous tenses) It’s hard working 
when everyone else is out there in the 
streets making whoopee. 

2 American, old-fashioned, informal to 
have sex ¢ (usually in continuous tenses) 
They spent most of the week in the hotel 
room making whoopee. 


whys 

the whys and (the) wherefores 
the reasons for something * I know very 
little about the whys and the wherefores of 
the situation. 


wick 

get on sb's wick British & Australian, 
informal 
to annoy someone » She'd been asking me 


questions all day and it was starting to get 
on my wick. 


wicked 


have your wicked way with sb humorous 
to have sex with someone e He invited her 
to France for the weekend, thinking he 
would have his wicked way with her. 

There's no peace/rest for the wicked! 
humorous 
something that you say which means you 
must continue an activity although you 
might like to stop * I can't talk — I've got to 
finish this essay. There's no rest for the 
wicked. 


wide 


a wide boy British, informal 
a man or boy who tries to make a lot of 
money in ways that are not honest e He's 
a bit of a wide boy — I wouldn't get 
involved in any of his schemes if I were 
you. 
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be wide open 
if a game or a competition is wide open, 
any of the people who are competing can 
win because they are all equally good e At 
this stage, with only four points 
separating the six top teams, the 
championship is still wide open. 


blow sth wide open 

1 to make it impossible to guess who will 
win a competition ° She was the favourite 
to win, so her withdrawal has blown the 
election wide open. 

2to make something that someone is 
trying to achieve fail completely, often by 
telling people something which should 
have been a secret * He's threatening to 
blow the whole operation wide open if we 
don't give him a bigger share of the 
profits. 


give sb/sth a wide berth 
to avoid someone or something + J try to 
give the city centre a wide berth on a 
Saturday. « If she’s in a bad mood I tend to 
give her a wide berth. 


wild 

wild horses 
if you say that wild horses couldn’t make 
you do something, you mean nothing 


could persuade you to do it e Wild horses 
couldn't drag me to a party tonight. 


a wild card 

1 someone or something that you do not 
know much about and whose behaviour 
in the future you cannot be certain of 
* The real wild card is the undecided vote, 
which accounts for 18 to 25 percent of the 
electorate. « The company is fast gaining a 
reputation as the wild card of Wall Street 
because of violent fluctuations in its 
profits. 

2 if someone gets a wild card or is a wild 
card in a sports competition, they are 
allowed to enter the competition without 
passing the usual tests « She was included 
in the European team as a wild card. 
wild-card * (always before noun) 
Connors, the five-times champion, is 
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among eight wild-card entries to the US 
Open in New York next month. 


sow your wild oats 
if a young man sows his wild oats, he has 
a period of his life when he does a lot of 
exciting things and has a lot of sexual 
relationships * He'd spent his twenties 
sowing his wild oats but felt that it was 
time to settle down. 


wilderness 


in the wilderness 
someone, especially a politician, who is 
in the wilderness, does not now have the 
power or influence that they had before 
* He spent several years in the political 
wilderness after conservatives objected to 
his attempts to reform the police. 


wildest 

beyond your wildest dreams ^ 
far more than you could have hoped for 
or imagined » Twenty years later the 
company has succeeded beyond his wildest 
dreams. « Her books have brought her 
riches beyond her wildest dreams. 


not in my wildest dreams 

if you say that you did not imagine 
something in your wildest dreams, you 
mean that something that has happened 
was so strange that you never thought it 
would happen « Never in my wildest 
dreams did I think she'd actually carry 
out her threat. « Not in my wildest dreams 
could I have imagined England winning 
4-1. 


wildfire 


spread like wildfire ." 
if disease or news spreads like wildfire, it 
quickly affects or becomes known by 
more and more people * Once one child in 
the school has become infected, the disease 
spreads like wildfire. « Scandal spreads 
like wildfire round here. 


wild-goose 

a wild-goose chase 
asituation where you waste time looking 
for something that you are not going to 
find, either because that thing does not 
exist or because you have been given 


wrong information about it « After two 
hours spent wandering in the snow, I 
realised we were on a wild-goose chase. 
* When I found out that there was no Anita 
Hill at the university, I began to suspect 
that I had been sent on a wild-goose 
chase. 


will 

Where there's a will there's a way! Pa 
something that you say which means it is 
possible to do anything if you are very 
determined to do it * I don't quite know 
how I'm going to get to Istanbul with no 
money, but where there's a will there's a 
way! 


willy-nilly 


willy-nilly 

1 informal if something happens willy- 
nilly, it happens whether the people who 
are involved want it to happen or not 
* Both countries are being drawn, willy- 
nilly, into the conflict. 

2 informal without any order « We threw 
our bags willy-nilly into the back of the 
truck. 


win 


You can't win 'em all. informal 

You win some, you lose some. informal 
something that you say which means it is 
not possible to succeed at everything you 
do * I’m a bit disappointed I didn't get the 
job. Oh well, you can't win 'em all. 
* Obviously I would have liked first prize 
but you win some, you lose some. 


wind 


be in the wind 
to be likely to happen soon * From my 
recent conversations with Sara I get the 
feeling that change is in the wind. 

be spitting in/into the wind £ 

be pissing in/into the wind very informal 
to waste time trying to achieve 
something that cannot be achieved * The 
government is spitting in the wind if they 
think a few regulations will stop 
multinational companies from avoiding 
tax. + Trying to get a pay increase here is 
like pissing in the wind. 


windmills 


break wind 
to allow gas to escape from your bottom, 
especially loudly « At a wedding that I 
attended last summer, one of the guests 
broke wind very loudly during the 
&groom's speech. 

get wind of sth 
to hear a piece of information that 
someone else was trying to keep secret « J 
don't want my boss to get wind of the fact 
that I'm leaving so I'm not telling many 
people. 

get/put the wind up sb British & 
Australian, informal 
to make someone feel anxious about their 
situation «e Say you'll take him to court if 
he doesn't pay up — that should put the 
wind up him. 


run like the wind 
to run very fast « She's very slight in build 
and she can run like the wind. 

sail close to the wind 
to do something that is dangerous or only 
just legal or acceptable » I think she 
realized she was sailing a little too close to 
the wind and decided to tone down her 
criticism. 

see which way the wind is blowing 

see how the wind is blowing 
to see how a situation is developing 
before you make a decision about it « J 
think we ought to talk to other members of 
staff and see which way the wind's 
blowing before we make any firm 
decisions. 


take the wind out of sb's sails 
to make someone feel less confident or 
less determined to do something, usually 
by saying or doing something that they 
are not expecting e J was going to tell him 
the relationship was over when he greeted 
me with a big bunch of flowers and it 
rather took the wind out of my sails. 

leave sb to twist in the wind American 
if someone is left to twist in the wind, 
they are left in a very difficult situation 
by the actions of another person * The 
director resigned and left the rest of the 
department twisting in the wind, waiting 
to see if the project would continue. 
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windmills 


tilt at windmills literary 
to waste time trying to deal with enemies 
or problems that do not exist « We're not 
tilting at windmills here. If we don't do 
something about these problems, our 
environment may be in serious danger. 


window 


go out (of) the window 
if a quality, principle, or idea goes out of 
the window, it does not exist any more 
* Then people start drinking and sense 
goes out of the window. 


wine and dine sb 

to entertain someone by giving them an 
expensive meal and wine * (usually 
passive) I’m an old-fashioned girl at heart 
— I like to be wined and dined on the first 
few dates. 

wining and dining * His job involves a 
lot of wining and dining of potential 
customers. 


wing 

wing it informal / 
to do the best that you can in a situation 
that you are not prepared for * I hadn't 
had time to prepare the talk so I just had to 
wing it. 

be on the wing literary 
if a bird or insect is on the wing, it is 
flying e Numerous orange-tip butterflies 
were on the wing in the warm sunshine. 


x. 


on a wing and a prayer 
if you do something on a wing and a 
prayer, you do it hoping that you will 
succeed although you are not prepared 
enough for it e With scarcely any funding 
and a staff of six, they operate on a wing 
and a prayer. X 


/ 
/ 


take sb under your wing 
to help and protect someone, especially 
someone who is younger than you or has 
less experience than you *» One of the 
older children will usually take a new girl 
or boy under their wing for the first few 
weeks. 
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under the wing of sth 
under the control of an organization 
* The newspaper is once again in Scottish 
hands, under the wing of a newly created 
company, Caledonian Newspaper 
Publishing. 

wings 

clip sb's wings 
to limit someone's freedom £» Birds who 
have had their wings clipped (- cut) 
cannot fly. * She never had kids. I guess 
she thought motherhood would clip her 
wings. 

spread your wings 
to start to do new and exciting things for 
the first time in your life « The kids had 
all grown up and left home and I thought 
it was time to spread my wings and live a 
little. 

try your wings American 
to try to do something that you have 
recently learned to do * She's just 
qualified and is looking for a chance to try 
her wings as a design consultant. 

wink 

not sleep a wink 

not get a wink of sleep 
to not sleep at all * J was so excited last 
night - Ididn't sleep a wink. ¢ Ididn't get a 
wink of sleep on the plane. 

tip sb the wink British & Australian, old- 
fashioned 
to secretly give someone a piece of 
information that will help them * So if 
you hear of any jobs going in your 
department, just tip me the wink, would 
you? 


winner 

be onto a winner 
to be likely to succeed, usually because 
what you are selling is very popular « J 
think they're onto a winner with their 
latest product. 


wire 
down to the wire American & Australian 
until the very last moment that it is 


possible to do something Æ In a horse 
race, the wire is a metal thread that 


marks the finishing line. ¢ If both teams 
are playing at their best, the game will go 
down to the wire (= it will be won at the 
last moment). e The Democrats struggled 
down to the wire to choose their candidate. 

under the wire American 
if someone does something under the 
wire, they do it at the last possible 
moment e They got in under the wire just 
before the entry requirements for the 
training program changed. 

wisdom 

the conventional/received wisdom 
knowledge or information that people 
generally believe is true, although in fact 
it is often false e The conventional 
wisdom is that marriage makes a 
relationship more secure, but as the 
divorce rates show, this is not necessarily 
true. 

in his/her/their (infinite) wisdom 
humorous 
something that you say when you do not 
understand why someone has done 
something and think that it was a stupid 
action * The council, in their wisdom, 
decided to close the library and now the 
building stands empty. 

wise 

a wise guy American & Australian, 
informal 

a wise-ass American, very informal 
someone who is always trying to seem 
more clever than everyone else in a way 
that is annoying * Okay, wise guy, if you're 
so damned smart, you can tell everyone 
how it’s done! + He's just some wise-ass 
who thinks he knows all the answers. 
wise-guy American & Australian, 
informal 
wise-ass American, very informal 
* (always before noun) Hyde's wise-guy 
humour loses its charm after a few episodes. 

wiser 

be none the wiser 
to still be confused about something, 
even after it has been explained to you 
* Isobel must have explained the theory 
three times to me but I'm afraid I'm still 
none the wiser. 


f 


wish 


no one will be any the wiser 
something that you say which means that 
no one will notice something bad that 
someone has done ¢ Take the label off the 
jar and say you made it yourself. No one 
will be any the wiser. 

wish 

a wish list 
a list of things that someone wants very 
much » Most families with kids have a 
larger house on their wish list. 


wishful 

wishful thinking 
thinking or talking about something that 
you would very much like to happen 
although you know it probably will not 
happen ¢ ‘Do you think you might be in 
line for promotion, then? 'No, it's just 
wishful thinking." 

witch-hunt 

a witch-hunt 
anattempt to find and punish people who 
have opinions that are believed to be 
dangerous * Senator McCarthy led a 
witch-hunt against suspected communists 
during the 1950's. 

witching 

the witching hour 
twelve o'clock at night ¢ It’s time I was in 
bed- it's already past the witching hour. 

with 

with it informal 
knowing a lot about new ideas and 
fashions * Jenny's very with it — she'll 
know what people are wearing this 
summer. * Oh get with it! They're the band 
everyone's been talking about for weeks. 

be with it informal 
to be able to think or understand quickly 
* (usually negative) I had rather a late 
night so I'm not very with it this morning, 
I'm afraid. 

wits 


A person's wits is their practical 
intelligence and understanding. Wits 


is used in the following phrases 
connected with a person's intelligence 
orreaction to something. 
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be at your wits' end 
to be very worried or upset because you 
have tried every possible way to solve a 
problem but cannot do it « J’ve tried 
everything I can think of to make her eat 
and she flatly refuses. I'm really at my 
wits' end. 


frighten/scare sb out of their wits 
to make someone very frightened * Don't 
shout like that — you scared me out of my 
wits! 

gather your wits literary 
to make an effort to become calm and 
think more clearly ¢ Sitting down in one 
of the chairs I attempted to gather my wits 
and decide what I should do. 


have/keep your wits about you 
to be ready to think quickly in a situation 
and react to things that you are not 
expecting * Cycling is potentially very 
dangerous in London — you really need to 
keep your wits about you. 


live by/on your wits >< 
to earn enough money to live by being 
clever or by cheating people « A /ot of 
these kids are thrown out onto the streets 
and they have to live by their wits. 


pit your wits against sb/sth 
to compete against someone or 
something using your intelligence 
* That's the pleasure of fishing — pitting 
your wits against these clever little fish 
that are trying desperately not to get 
caught. 


wobbler 


throw a wobbler/wobbly British & 
Australian, informal 
to suddenly become very angry * She saw 
Peter talking to an attractive blonde and 
threw a wobbly. 


woe betide sb humorous 
if you say woe betide the person who does 
something, you mean that they will be 
punished or cause trouble for themselves 
if they do that thing + Woe betide anyone 
who plays Ann's tapes without her 
permission. 
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wolf 

a wolf in sheep's clothing ~ 
someone who seems to be pleasant and 
friendly but is in fact dangerous or evil 


wool 


beneficial to the health and it works 
wonders for the skin. + He's only been in 
charge at Arsenal for a couple of months 
and already he's worked wonders. 


* My next boss, on the surface very warm wood 


and charming, proved to be something of 
a wolf in sheep's clothing. 

a wolf whistle 
a whistle (= high sound that is made by 
blowing air through the lips) that some 
men do when they see a woman who is 


not be out of the wood/woods 


to continue having difficulties although a 
situation has improved * Financially, 
things are looking distinctly more hopeful, 
but we're not out of the woods yet. 


sexually attractive « She'll get a few wolf touch woot Bris Amcn d . 
whistles if she walks through town in Australian 
e knock (on) wood American 


those shorts. 
wolf-whistle sb British & Australian » I 
was wolf-whistled by a group of builders 
as I crossed the street. 

cry wolf AK 
to ask for help when you do not need it, 
with the result that no one believes you 


something that you say when you want 
your luck or a good situation to continue 
* It's been fine all week and, touch wood, 
it'll stay fine for the weekend. « We haven't 
had any problems with the car so far 
knock on wood. 


when help is necessary * She had wooden 
repeatedly rung the police for trivial the wooden spoon British & Australian 


reasons and perhaps she had cried wolf 
too often. 

keep the wolf from the door 
to have enough money to be able to eat 
and live * Forty percent of the country’s 
population receive part-time wages that 
barely keep the wolf from the door. 


wolves 

throw sb to the wolves British, American 
& Australian 

leave sb to the wolves Australian 
to cause someone to be in a situation 


an imaginary prize given to the person 
who finishes last in a race or competition 
* For the second year running Ireland 
took the wooden spoon in the Rugby 
tournament. 


Don't take any wooden nickels. 


American, informal 

something that you say when someone 
leaves, to tell them to be careful and to 
take good care of themselves « Hey guys- 
have a good trip, and don't take any 
wooden nickels. 


where they are criticized strongly or woodwork T 
treated badly and to not try to protect — come/crawl out of the woodwork “` 


them * No one warned me what sort of 
people I would be dealing with. I felt I'd 
been thrown to the wolves. 


wonder 

a nine/one/seven-day wonder 7 
someone or something that causes 
interest or excitement for a short period 
but is then quickly forgotten « His music 
was derided by an older generation 


convinced that he was a nine-day wonder wool 


to appear after being hidden or not active 
for a long time, especially in order to do 
something unpleasant » After you've been 
in a relationship for a long while, all sorts 
of little secrets start to come out of the 
woodwork. * Racists and extreme 
nationalists are crawling out of the 
woodwork to protest at the sudden 
increase in the number of immigrants. 


x 


wonders pull the wool over sb's eyes 


work wonders Y di : 
to improve something a lot e (often + for) 
Extra water in the diet is generally 


to deceive someone in order to prevent 
them from knowing what you are really 
doing ù Don't let insurance companies pull 


word 
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the wool over your eyes — ask for a list of have a word in sb's ear 


all the hidden charges. 


word 


word for word 
if a written or spoken statement is 
repeated word for word, it is repeated 
using exactly the same words « The 
article was reprinted word for word in a 
different newspaper the next day. 


Sb's word is law 
if someone's word is law, everyone must 
obey them » There's no use questioning 
any of his rules - his word is law around 
here. 


A word to the wise (is sufficient). 
something that you say when you are 
going to give someone some advice * A 
word to the wise — if you're going to drive, 
don't go on a Friday night until after the 
rush hour traffic. 


not believe a word of it 
to not believe that something is true 
* Have you heard what they're saying 
about Andrew? I don't believe a word of it. 


not breathe a word 
to not tell people a secret è Please tell me 
what happened. I promise I won't breathe 
a word. 


by word of mouth 
if you hear information by word of 
mouth, you hear it from other people and 
not from the radio or television or from 
reading newspapers * 7 think she heard 
about the job by word of mouth. 


from the word go 

from the start of something e I knew from 
the word go that she was going to cause 
problems. 


to talk to someone privately, especially in 
order to give them advice or a warning 
* The boss had a word in his ear after the 
last meeting and I don't think he'll be 
raising the subject again. 


have the final/last word ^ 

1 to say the last statement in a discussion 
or argument * Tim can't bear to lose an 
argument. He always has to have the last 
word. 

2to make the final decision about 
something ¢ (usually + on) Our head chef 
has the final word on what is served each 
week. 


inaword «/ 
something that you say when you are 
going to give your opinion about 
something in a short and direct way ¢ ‘So, 
tell me, do you find him attractive?' 'In a 
word — no.* 

a man of his word 

a woman of her word 
someone you can trust because you know 
they will do what they say they will do 
* Rae was a woman of her word — if she 
said she'd be here on Friday, she'd be here 
on Friday. 


say the word 
if you tell someone that they only have to 
say the word and you will do something 
for them, you mean that you will do it 
immediately if they ask you * You only 
have to say the word and I'll come and 
help. * Just say the word and the boys'll 
make sure he never gives you any more 
trouble. P 

spread the word X 
to tell other people, often a lot of other 
people, about something * A meeting has 
been arranged for next Thursday, so if you 
see anyone, do spread the word. * (often + 
that) We need to start spreading the word 
that recycling is important. 

take sb's word for it 
to believe that something is true because 
someone tells you it is, without making 
sure that it really is true « (often in future 
tenses) If you say you've checked the 
money I'll take your word for it. « Don't 
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just take her word for it — go and see for 
yourself. ‘ 
take sb at their word / 

to decide to believe exactly what someone 
tells you, even if it does not seem likely to 
be true + When he said he'd give mea job, I 
took him at his word and turned up the 
next day at his office. 


won't hear a word (said) against sb/sth 
if you won't hear a word said against 
someone or something, you refuse to 
believe anything bad about them « He's 
completely infatuated with the woman 
and won't hear a word said against her. 


words 


Words fail me! 
something that you say when you are so 
surprised or shocked by something that 
you do not know what to say about it « ‘So 
what do you think about that purple outfit 
Olive's wearing?’ ‘Words fail me!" 

have to eat your words >< 
to be forced to admit that something you 
said before was wrong ¢ She told me I'd 
never be able to give up smoking, but she 
had to eat her words. 
make sb eat their words Ħ She made him 
eat his words about women not having the 
physical strength to become boxers. 

have words 
to speak to someone angrily * (usually + 
with) There were several penalties and the 
referee had words with one of the players 
after the match. 


in so many words 
directly or in a way that makes it very 
clear what you mean » (usually negative) 
‘Did he say we could stay with him?’ ‘Well, 
not in so many words, but that’s definitely 
what he meant.’ + He told me, in so many 
words, to mind my own business. 


in words of one syllable 
if you explain something in words of one 
syllable, you do it in words that are very 
simple and easy to understand because 
the person you are explaining it to is 
stupid £» A syllable is a unit of sound 
that is made by a combination of letters. 
Words which only have one syllable are 
short and simple. « J was trying to explain 


work 


to him again, in words of one syllable, 
why safety regulations must be obeyed at 
all times. 


(You) mark my words. old-fashioned 
something that you say when you tell 
someone about something that you are 
certain will happen in the future « That 
girl’s going to cause trouble, you mark my 
words. y 


not mince (your) words 2 
tosay what you mean clearly and directly, 
even if you upset people by doing this 
* The report does not mince words about 
the incompetence of some government 
officials. « Never a woman to mince her 
words, she described the former minister 
as self-centred and arrogant. 


put words in/into sb's mouth ~ 
to tell someone what you think they 
mean or want to say » I certainly don't 
think you should resign, stop putting 
words in my mouth. 


take the words out of sb's mouth 
to say exactly what someone else was 
going to say or what they were thinking 
» I was just going to mention that, but you 
took the words right out of my mouth. 


work 


work your arse/backside off British & 
Australian, very informal 

work your ass/butt off American, very 
informal 
to work very hard « My father worked his 
backside off to pay for our education. 

work like a dog/trojan 
to work very hard * He worked like a dog 
all day to finish the wallpapering. 

All work and no play (makes Jack a dull 
boy). 
something that you say which means 
people who work all the time become 
boring * You need to get out more in the 
evenings. You know what they say about 
all work and no play... 


donkey work British, American & 
Australian, informal 

grunt work American, informal 
hard, boring work Æ In the past, 
donkeys were used to carry heavy loads. 


works 


* Why do I have to do all the donkey work 
while you get to do the interesting stuff? 


works 
the (whole) works informal 
everything that you might want or might 
expect to find in a particular situation 
* The bridegroom was wearing a morning 
suit, top hat, gloves — the works. 
give sb the works informal » It's a 
celebration dinner — give us the works. 
gum up the works 
to prevent a machine or system from 
operating correctly « In bad weather, 
twice as many people use their cars on the 
road, which really gums up the works. 
put/throw a spanner in the works 
British & Australian 
put/throw a (monkey) wrench in the 
works American 
to do something that prevents a plan or 
activity from succeeding * We were hoping 
to get the project started in June but the 
funding was withdrawn so that rather 
threw a spanner in the works. « The sudden 
withdrawal of the guest speaker really 
threw a monkey wrench in the works. 
shoot the works American, informal 
to spend all your money or to use as much 
effort as possible to do something 
e (usually + on) I could shoot the works on 
a round the world trip. + They shot the 
works on their daughter's wedding. 


world 

a world of difference 

1 if there is a world of difference between 
two people or things, they are very 
different * (usually + between) There's a 
world of difference between seeing a film 
on video and seeing it in the cinema. 

2if something makes a world of 
difference, it improves something very 
much * A little sympathy makes a world 
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of difference to someone who's been 
badly treated. 


(all) the world and his wife British & 
Australian, informal 
a very large number of people « It’s a 
huge outdoor concert - I imagine the world 
and his wife will be there. 


the world is your oyster 
if the world is your oyster, you have the 
ability and the freedom to do anything or 
go anywhere « You're young and healthy 
and you've got no commitments, so the 
world is your oyster. 


be in another world 

be in a world of your own 
to not notice what is happening around 
you, usually because you are thinking 
about something else « She just sat and 
stared out of the window most of the time 
- she seemed to be in another world. * I 
don't think you even heard me, did you? 
You're in a world of your own. 


come/go down in the world British, 
Australian & American 

move down in the world American & 
Australian 
to have less money and a worse social 
position than you had before « They used 
to live in a big house with lots of servants, 
but they've come down in the world since 
then. + When we had to sell our house and 
take a small apartment downtown, we felt 
we'd really moved down in the world. 
opposite come/go up in the world 
British, Australian & American 
move up in the world American & 
Australian » Peter and Ann have gone up 
in the world — they only ever travel first 
class these days. 


do sb the world of good 
to make someone feel much healthier or 
happier * We had a week away in the sun 
and it's done us both the world of good. 


have the cares/weight of the world on 
your shoulders 
if you look or feel as if you have the cares 
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of the world on your shoulders, you look 
or feel very worried or sad e I've never seen 
such a change in anyone. He looks as if he's 
got the cares of the world on his shoulders. 


have the world at your feet ~ 
someone who has the world at their feet 
is extremely successful and popular 
* Only six months after her debut, this 
young star of the Royal Ballet already has 
the world at her feet. 


a man/woman of the world 
someone who has a lot of experience of 
life, and is not usually shocked by the 
way people behave « You're a man of the 
world, Roger, I'd appreciate your advice on 
a rather delicate matter. 


not set the world on fire 
to not be very exciting or successful « The 
restaurant offers a decent menu, but it 
wouldn't set the world on fire. 


think the world of sb 
to like or admire someone very much 
* He's an excellent doctor. His patients all 
think the world of him. 


What's the world coming to? 
something that you say which means that 
life is not as pleasant or safe as it was in 
the past + What's the world coming to 
when you can't leave your house for five 
minutes without someone trying to break 
inand rob you? 


your whole world came crashing down 
around you 

your whole world (was) turned upside 
down 
if your whole world comes crashing 
down around you, something unpleasant 
happens in your life that suddenly makes 
you feel very upset or confused 
* Suddenly they weren't popular any 
more, nobody wanted to buy their records, 
and their whole world came crashing 
down around them. + When I found out 
he'd had an affair, my whole world turned 
upside down. 

worlds v 

be worlds apart 
if two things or people are worlds apart, 


worse 


they are completely different from each 
other * You can't compare a cheap stereo 
with a top of the range model — they're 
worlds apart. 


The worm has turned. 
something that you say when someone 
who has always been weak and obedient 
starts to behave more confidently or take 
control of a situation « Yesterday, she just 
came in and told him to stop bossing her 
around. The worm has turned! 


a worm's eye view British & Australian 
if you have a worm's eye view of 
something, you only know or understand 
a part of it, usually the worst or least 
important part e Set in the Paris 
underworld, the novel provides us with a 
worm's eye view of society. 


worried 

be worried sick 
to be extremely worried e (often + about) 
Why didn't you call me when you knew you 
were going to be late? I was worried sick 
about you! 


worse 


be the worse for wear 

1 if something is the worse for wear, it is in 
bad condition or damaged because it has 
been used a lot * This sofa is rather the 
worse for wear, but it will have to do until 
we can afford a new one. 

2 someone who is the worse for wear is 
very tired or feeling ill « J drank far too 
much and woke up the next morning 
feeling rather the worse for wear. 


worst 


worst 


l/You wouldn't wish sth on my/your 
worst enemy. 
something that you say in order to 
emphasize that something is extremely 
unpleasant « The effects of this disease are 
horrible. You wouldn't wish them on your 
worst enemy. 


if the worst comes to the worst British, 
American & Australian : 

if worst comes to worst American 
something that you say in order to tell 
someone what you will do if a situation 
becomes very difficult or serious * Jf the 
worst comes to the worst, we'll have to give 
them our bed and sleep on the floor. * If 
worst came to worst, could we sell the car 
to raise some extra cash? 


worth 


be worth your while 

if something is worth your while, you 
will get an advantage if you do it « (often 
+ doing sth) It’s worth your while taking 
out travel insurance if you are going 
abroad. 

make sth worth your while if you tell 
someone that you will make it worth 
their while if they do something, you 
mean you will pay them to do something, 
especially something bad or illegal « Jf 
you can get us his personal files, we'll 
make it worth your while. 


be worth its/your weight in gold - 
to be extremely useful or valuable « A 
book that could tell me in simple language 
how to use this computer would be worth 
its weight in gold. * Really good 
experienced singers are worth their weight 
in gold to the choir. 


wounds 


lick your wounds E 

to feel unhappy after a defeat or an 
unpleasant experience Æ When dogs 
and other animals are injured, they lick 
their wounds (= injuries) in order to help 
them get better. » After retiring to lick its 
wounds, the party is regaining its 
confidence. 
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wraps 


take the wraps off sth 
to finally let people know about a new 
productor plan after keeping it secret for a 
long time * They have yet to take the wraps 
off the design for the new opera house. 
under wraps ^ 
secret *« The financial details of the case 
have been kept firmly under wraps. * The 
identity of the buyer is still under wraps. 


wringer 

put sb through the wringer 
to make someone have a very difficult or 
unpleasant experience Æ In the past, a 
wringer was a machine used for pressing 
water out of clothes. + They really put me 
through the wringer in my interview. 
go through the wringer * J went 
through the wringer to get my first film 
part. 


writ 


writ large formal 
if something is another thing writ large, 
it is a clearer or stronger form of that 
thing ¢ Hollywood is American society 
writ large. 

be writ large formal 
to be very obvious « Anger was writ large 
in his face. 


written 


be written all over sb’s face 
if an emotion is written all over 
someone's face, it is clearly shown in 
their face ù Any fool could see you weren't 
happy - it was written all over your face. 


It's written in the stars. 
something that you say which means 
something good was caused by the power 
that is believed to control what happens 
to people's lives ù» It was written in the 
stars that we should meet and fall in love. 


wrong 

back the wrong horse 
to support a person or thing that fails * It 
was only after we'd invested all the money 
that we discovered we'd been backing the 
wrong horse. 
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be in the wrong . 
to have done something which is wrong, 
for which you should be blamed » If they 
failed to notice the damage, they're 


definitely in the wrong. « Ifullyacceptthat Jet on the wrong side of the law 


wrong 


I was in the wrong and I think I ought to find yourself on the g side of the 


apologize. 5 

be on the wrongendofsth ~ 
to suffer the bad effects of something 
* Companies that violate this law can find 
themselves on the wrong end of big law 
suits. 

be on the wrong track 


law 

to be in trouble with the police because 
you have done something illegal « From 
last Monday, owners of fighting dogs who 
fail to control them in public could find 
themselves on the wrong side of the law. 


to be doing something in a way that go down the wrong way 


will cause you to fail « J think the 
government's on the wrong track with this 
latest policy. kg 

Don't get me wrong. informal . 
something that you say before you 
express an opinion about someone or 
something and you do not want people to 
think that you are criticizing that person 
or thing too severely * Don't get me 
wrong, I like Carol, I just think she has 
some irritating habits. 

fall into the wrong hands 
if something falls into the wrong hands, a 
dangerous person or an enemy starts to 


own or control it e There are fears that take sth the wrong way > 


weapons might fall into the wrong hands. 
* If this sort of information fell into the 
wrong hands, we could be in serious trouble. 


if food or drink goes down the wrong way, 
it goes down the wrong tube in your 
throat and makes you cough or stop 
breathing for a short time ¢ I'm all right, 
it's just a piece of chicken that went down 
the wrong way. 


to feel that someone is criticizing you 
when in fact they are not * Don't take 
this the wrong way, Jonathan, but at 33 
aren't you getting a bit old for this game? 
* If ever I make a suggestion, she always 
takes it the wrong way and we end up 
arguing. 
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opinions by using strong language or 
false information * The paper is 
practising yellow journalism at its worst 
with its scandalous stories about the 
Governor and his family. 


yellow-bellied 


yellow-bellied old-fashioned 
a yellow-bellied person is not at all brave 
* You're a load of yellow-bellied fools, too 
frightened to stand up for what you believe 
in! 


yes 


ayes man 
someone who agrees with everything 
their boss or leader says in order to 
years please them * He denies that he’s simply 


put years on sb a yes man, and insists he'll be making 
to make someone look or feel much older major changes to the way the club is 


* The breakup of his marriage put years run. 


on him. 

opposite take years off sb * Losing all young 

that weight has taken years off her: young blood pz 
yellow young people in an organization who will 
yellow journalism American provide new ideas and energy * These 


writing in newspapers that tries to get companies are suffering from a lack of 
people's attention or influence their young blood. 
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zero-sum 

a zero-sum game American 
a situation where two people compete 
and if one of them wins anything, 
exactly the same must be lost by the other 
* Radio has become a zero-sum game, with 
stations gaining listeners only at each 
other's expense. 

z's 

catch/cop/get some z's American, 
informal 
to sleep © In funny drawings, people 
who are sleeping are often shown with z's 
coming out of their mouths. « All I want 
to do is go home and catch some z's. 


zs 


€— 


Pu Wes 
LLL oss lasse © 
ye At ee ape CE ve 


aed 9e LO al) -— 5 9 
C XI :: m lx 


s im " -!! m anm 
U- @ ee], ow P 
rr Ls =s 

LE] 

(oe wr! 
Vettia 
p - —MÀÓÀ Pa * rod: a 
M e& om fio d. a 

t Pam a cmi 


TORIME Sa) ww 


Theme Panels 


Theme panels 


Anger 


"What's wrong?' asked Claire. 'You've been like a bear with a sore head all 
morning.’ Tve had it up to here,’ I replied. ‘I’ve got three reports to write by five 
o'clock, and if I don't finish them on time, Bill's going to hit the roof. I've already 
put his back up by refusing to work late, and he's likely to blow a fuse if I don't 
get this job done.' Just then, the phone rang. It was the managing director asking 
me if I would help show some clients around the office. This was the second time 
she'd asked me and, although it was a pain in the neck, I had to agree because she 
was the one person I didn't want to rub up the wrong way. Two hours later, I was 
still busy. As we reached my department, Claire came running up to me. 'Where've 
you been?’ she whispered. ‘Bill’s on the warpath because you haven't done those 
reports yet.' At that moment, he appeared by the door, with a face like thunder. 
He was just about to let rip when he saw the managing director standing next to 


me. ‘Hello, Bill,’ she said. ‘Let me introduce you to some very important clients." 


being angry 
hit the ceiling/roof informal X 
to become very angry and start shouting 


blow a fuse informal - " 
to become very angry and shout or 
behave in a violent way 


be on the warpath humorous 

to be looking for someone you are angry 
with in order to speak angrily to them or 
punish them 


a face like thunder 
a very angry expression 


have/throw a fit informal 
go spare informal 
to become very angry 


fly off the handle informal ^ 
to react in a very angry way to 
something someone says or does 


have had it (up to here) informal 
to be so angry about something that you 
do not want to continue with it or think 
about it any more 


be fed up to the back teeth British 
& Australian, informal x 

to be angry because a bad situation has 
continued for too long or a subject has 
been discussed too much 


making someone angry 
get/put sb's back up informal 

to do or say something which annoys 
someone 


rub sb up the wrong way British & 
Australian 

rub sb the wrong way American 

to annoy someone without intending to 


ruffle sb's feathers 
to make someone annoyed 


be a pain in the neck informal ^ 
to be very annoying ` 


drive/send sb round the bend 
informal 
to make someone very angry, especially 


by continuing to do something annoying 


talking angrily to someone 


let rip - 
to suddenly express your emotions 
without control 


give sb an earful informal 
to tell someone how angry you are with 
them 


being in a bad mood 


be like a bear with a sore head 
British & Australian 

to be in a bad mood which causes you to 
treat other people badly and complain a 
lot 


get out of bed on the wrong side 
to be in a bad mood and be easily 
annoyed all day 
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Business 


Richard had always been determined to make it in business. After leaving school, 
he set up a stall in the market selling cheap CDs and cassettes and was soon doing a 
roaring trade. Being a big fish in a small pond was not enough for him, however: 
He knew that if he wanted to be a big shot in the business world, he needed to stay 
ahead of the pack. Over the next few years, he opened eight shops in the area and 
became known as a hard-nosed businessman who drove a hard bargain. Even 
when other companies were going to the wall, he kept going. He's now one of the 
most successful business people in the region, but unlike some fat cats, he supports 
a lot of local charities and looks after his staff well. He often says he'd like to retire 
soon, but I can't see him hanging up his hat just yet — he loves his job too much. 


succeeding in business doing business 


make it drive a hard bargain 
to be successful, especially in a job to demand a lot or refuse to give much 
be ahead of the pack when making an agreement with 


someone 
cut a deal American 

to make an agreement or an 
arrangement with someone, especially 
in business or politics 

run a tight ship 


to be more successful than other people 
who are trying to achieve the same 
things as you 


corner the market >< 
to become so successful at selling or 
making a particular product that almost 


è to control a business or other 
noon sige quiis or makes d organization firmly and effectively 
hard-nosed à 
S uccessful people ——— practical and determined 


a big shot informal ~~ 
an important or powerful person in a ............... 5... ceres rere et n en nen tn nnn nine nann 
group or organization do a roaring trade British & 

a big fish in a small pond > Australian < 


making money 


one of the most important people in a 
small organization who would have 
much less power and importance if they 
were part of a larger organization 


a fat cat informal X 
an impolite way of referring to someone 
who is very rich and powerful 


a high-flier 
someone who is very successful at their 
job and soon becomes powerful or rich 


stopping work 
hang up your hat 
to leave your job for ever 


a golden handshake 

a large sum of money which is given to 
someone when they leave a company, 
especially if they are forced to leave 


to sell a lot of goods quickly 

make a killing informal 

to earn a lot of money very easily 

a money-spinner British & 
Australian 

a business or product that makes a lot of 
money for someone 


behaving dishonestly 


be on the make 

trying to get money or power in a way 
that is not pleasant or honest 

cook the books informal 

to record false information in the 
accounts of an organization, especially 
in order to steal money ) 
have your fingers/hand in the till 
to steal money from the place where you 
work 
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Dishonesty 


Have you seen that new drama on television? I must watch the next part tonight. It's 
about a lonely woman who meets this guy in a club. They start to chat but you can 
see immediately that he's a bit of a fast talker and probably up to no good. He tells 
her he's a doctor and that his wife died some time ago. Of course it all turns out to 
be a pack of lies. They begin a relationship but she gets suspicious about his past 
and wants to know more. He tries to pull the wool over her eyes by telling her that 
he finds it too painful to talk about his dead wife. He then tells her some cock-and- 
bull story about needing to pay off a debt and asks her to lend him quite a large 
aniount of money. At the end of last week's episode she'd just discovered that he'd 
been lying through his teeth — his wife is alive all the time. They try to steal her 
passport and she catches them red-handed. I can't wait to see what happens 


tonight! 


a dishonest person 


a fast talker American & 
Australian, informal J 
someone who can talk in a clever way in 
order to persuade people to believe 
something that is not true 


a snake in the grass 
someone who pretends to be your friend 
while secretly doing things to harm you 


be as slippery as an eel 
someone who is as slippery as an eel 
cannot be trusted 


a bad egg mainly American, 
informal 

someone who behaves in a bad or 
dishonest way 


deceiving someone 


pull the wool over sb’s eyes 

to deceive someone in order to prevent 
them from knowing what you are really 
doing 

take sb for a ride 

to cheat or deceive someone 


pull a fast one informal 

to successfully deceive someone 

sell sb a bill of goods American 

to make someone believe something that 
is not true 


dishonest activities 

play dirty informal 

to behave dishonestly, especially by 
cheating in a game 


do sth under false pretences 
to do something when you have lied 
about who you are or what you are doing 


be up to no good informal 
if someone is up to no good, they are 
doing something bad 


smell fishy informal 

if a situation or explanation smells fishy, 
it causes you to think that someone is 
being dishonest 


funny business informal 
dishonest or unpleasant actions 


telling lies 

lie through your teeth 

to tell someone something that you 
know is completely false 


a pack of lies 

a tissue of lies formal 

a story that someone has invented in 
order to deceive people 


a cock-and-bull story informal 

a story or explanation which is 
obviously not true 

be economical with the truth 
humorous 

to not be completely honest about 
something 


discovering dishonest 
activities 

catch sb red-handed 

to discover someone doing something 
that is wrong or not legal 
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Happiness and Sadness 


It was Maria's 21st birthday, a day on which she should have felt on top of the 
world. Instead she was feeling down in the dumps because she had just started a 
new job in a new town, away from her family and friends. As she got out of bed, she 
heard the sound of the post being delivered. Running downstairs, she jumped for 
joy when she saw four envelopes on the doormat. But when she looked closer, her 
heart sank as she realized they were bills, not birthday cards. All day at work, she 
went around with a long face. Even though she was very happy to be doing a job 
she loved so much, she still couldn't help feeling out of sorts. However, when she 
got home and opened the front door, there was a sudden shout of ‘Surprise!’, and her 
parents and friends appeared carrying presents and bottles of champagne. Maria 
was over the moon that everyone had made such an effort, and she spent the rest 


of the evening on cloud nine. 


being happy 

feel on top of the world 

be on cloud nine informal 

be full of the joys of spring British 
& Australian, humorous 

be in seventh heaven humorous 

to feel very happy > 


jump for joy 
to be very happy about something good 
that has happened 


be thrilled to bits informal 

be over the moon informal 

be tickled pink old-fashioned 

to be extremely pleased about something 


be floating/walking on air 

to be very happy and excited because 
something very pleasant has happened 
to you 


like the cat that got the cream 
British & Australian 

like the cat that ate the canary 
American 

annoying other people by looking very 
pleased with yourself about something 
good that you have done 


making someone happy 


make sb’s day 
to make someone very happy 


being sad 
be down in the dumps informal 
to be unhappy 


a long face 
a very sad expression 


be out of sorts 
to feel slightly ill or slightly unhappy 


a misery guts informal 
someone who complains all the time and 
is never happy 


be in the doldrums 
to feel sad and lack the energy to do 
anything 


being disappointed 

sb’s heart sinks 

if someone’s heart sinks, they start to 
feel sad or worried 


making someone upset 

hit sb where it hurts (most) 

to do something which will upset 
someone as much as possible 


cut sb to the quick old-fashioned 
to upset someone by criticizing them 


kick sb in the teeth 

to treat someone badly or unfairly, 
especially at a time when they need 
support 
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Health 


I'd been feeling a bit off-colour for a while. I'd been more tired than usual and 
getting lots of headaches, and was generally a bit below par. It was worst in the 
morning. I'd get up feeling like death warmed up. I looked ill too. My mother 
commented when she saw me that I was as white as a sheet. She suggested that I 
take a break and recharge my batteries. A week away from the office did me a 
power of good. I came back feeling as right as rain! 


feeling ill 


be/feel under the weather 
be off-colour British & Australian 
to feel ill or less well than usual 


be below par 
not be up to par 
to be slightly ill 


be as sick as a dog informal 
to be very sick 


be as white as a sheet 
to be very pale, usually because you are ill 


be in a bad way British & 
Australian 
to be ill, unhappy or in a bad state 


like death (warmed up) British & 
Australian 

like death (warmed over) 
American 

if you feel or look like death warmed up, 
you feel or look very ill 


the dreaded lurgy British & 
Australian, humorous 

an illness which is not serious but 
passes easily from person to person 


mental illness 


not be all there informal 
to be slightly crazy 


not be right in the head 
to be mentally ill 


a basket case 
someone who is crazy and unable to 
organize their life 


be off your rocker informal 

be off your trolley humorous 

be as nutty as a fruitcake British & 
Australian, informal 

to be crazy 


recovering/being healthy 
be as right as rain 
to feel well 


be as fit as a fiddle 
to be very healthy 


recharge your batteries 
to rest in order to get back your strength 
and energy 


be up and about/around 
to be well enough to get out of bed and 
move around 


a clean bill of health 
a statement that someone is healthy 


be pushing up daisies humorous 
to be dead 


pop your clogs British, humorous 
to die 


do sb a power of good informal 
to make someone feel much better 
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Helping - 


Jennifer has resigned. She was fed up with continually having to be at Andrew's 
beck and call. I don't blame her, actually He expected her to wait on him hand 
and foot - but she was his secretary, not a slave, and there are limits! When she first 
started to work here she bent over backwards to do everything as Andrew wanted. 
Isuppose she was grateful to him because he helped her get a foot in the door. She 
was such a pleasant person to have around the office, always lending a hand if 
someone had a problem and taking the new girls under her wing. But then 
Andrew began to make her cover up for his mistakes, saying that he would give her 
a leg up if she wanted promotion - I think it was a case of you scratch my back 
and I’ll scratch yours. Well Jennifer doesn't like being taken for granted and 
when the promotion never happened I guess she got tired of doing his dirty work 
for him. 


helping someone more than someone who is younger or has less 


experience than you 
you should n y 
RRERRRTRRERRRRRERRERRARRERESESERTERERSRSERRRRRRERRERRRRTRRERESATATERIHRITEM go to bat for sb American & 
be at sb's beck and call Australian 
to be always willing and able to do what tO give help and support to someone who 
someone asks you to do is in trouble, often by talking to someone 


else for them 
wait on sb hand and foot : 
to do everything for someone so that in sb's hour of need 
they do not have to do anything for ata time when someone needs help very 


themselves much 


do sb's dirty work A friend in need (is a friend 
to do something unpleasant or difficult indeed). f 
for someone else because they do not Something that you say which means 
want to do it themselves that someone who gives you help when 
you need it is a really good friend 

give/hand sth to sb on a plate 
to let someone get something very easily, 
without having to work for it trying very hard to help 

" - go to/take great pains to do sth 
helping someone succeed in to make a great effort to do something 


aleni, sa ARAE m .. bend/lean over backwards to do sth 
P V to try very hard to do something, 
get a/your foot in the door ^. especially to help or please someone else 


to start working at a low level in an 
organization because you want a better fall over yourself to do sth 
job in the same organization inthefuture to be very eager to do something 


give sb a leg up , 
to help someone be more successful helping someone when they 


when people need special You scratch my buck and Fal 


help scratch yours. 
ETC, DET TRE D REDE He othatfiton-tiet-wn; say morder to Rd 
take sb under your wing someone that you will help them if they 


to help and protect someone, especially will help you 


Theme panels 4 


Intelligence and Stupidity 


*Do you remember Sean Hughes? He was in your class at school." 

*Of course I do! He used to go to sleep during lessons. Everyone said he had nothing 
between his ears. I don't know why he was put in our class - he really was out of 
his depth. I remember once he was asked to demonstrate an experiment in 
chemistry, and he didn't have the faintest idea what to do. He was a rugby player 
as well, wasn't he? All brawn and no brains, I suppose. I wonder what's happened 
to him now.’ 

‘Well, you'll never guess, but it turns out that Sean's really quite a bright spark. I 
found out yesterday he’s the brains behind the new computer software company 


that everyone's talking about." 


‘Sean Hughes - a brain box? I don't believe it!’ 


being intelligent 

a brain box British & Australian, 
informal 

a very intelligent person 


be as bright as a button British & 
Australian 
to be intelligent and able to think quickly 


a bright spark British & Australian 
an intelligent person 


be the brains behind sth 


to be the person who plans and 
organizes something, especially 
something successful 


a smart alec/aleck informal 
someone who is always trying to seem 
more clever than everyone else in a way 
that is annoying 


knowing about something 

a mine of information 

a person or a book with a lot of 
information 


be in the know informal 
to know about something which most 
people do not know about 


know your onions British & 
Australian, humorous 
to know a lot about a particular subject 


being stupid 

have nothing between your ears 
informal 

to be stupid 


be all brawn and no brains 
to be physically strong but not very 
intelligent 


be as thick as two (short) planks 
British, informal 

be dead from the neck up 
humorous 

to be very stupid 


not knowing about 
something 


be out of your depth 

to not have the knowledge, experience or 
skills to deal with a particular subject or 
situation 


not have the faintest (idea) 
to have no knowledge of or no 
information about something 


the blind leading the blind 

a situation where someone is trying to 
show someone else how to do something 
which they do not know how to do 
themselves 


447 Theme panels 


Interest and Boredom 


Every summer, my cousin Nick used to come to stay for a month. I didn't look 
forward to it much because he wasn't interested in anything I did and he always 
complained he was bored stiff in the country. I was big on horse-riding in those 
days, but horses left him cold, and while I was out riding, he stayed at home, 
kicking his heels. I once asked him what sports he did like, but he said he didn't 
go a bundle on sport and preferred playing computer games. One morning at 
breakfast, I was telling my Dad about a local rock band who were looking for a 
guitarist, and I noticed that Nick was all ears. That morning, he went into town 
with his guitar and returned later to say he'd joined the band. He was champing at 
the bit with impatience and could hardly wait to start practising. He's now been 
playing with the band for a year and he loves it. Their music's not everyone's cup 
of tea, but they're really popular with the local kids, and they're even thinking of 
making a record. Who knows, Nick might even be famous one day! 


not go a bundle on sth British, 
informal 
to not like something 


being interested in something 


be big onsth X 
to be very interested in something and 


not be sb’s cup of tea > 
think that it is important 


if someone or something is not your cup 
of tea, you do not like them or you are 


be all ears informal « 
fi not interested in them 


to be very eager to hear what someone is 


going to say 


have a thing about sth/sb informal 
to like something or someone very much 
or to be very interested in them 


being eager to do something 


be champing/chomping at the bit 


to be very keen to start an activity or to 
go somewhere 


get-up-and-go 
energy and enthusiasm 


be bright-eyed and bushy-tailed 
humorous 
to be full of energy and eager to do things 


an eager beaver 
someone who works very hard and is 
very enthusiastic 


not being interested in 
something 


leave sb cold 
if something leaves you cold, it does not 
cause you to feel any emotion 


not give a damn informal » 

not care/give a toss British, 
informal 

to not be interested in or worried about 
something or someone 


Sb's heart isn't in sth 

if someone's heart is not in something 
that they are doing, they are not very 
interested in it 


being bored 
be bored stiff 
be bored to death/tears ~ 
to be very bored 


kick your heels British 
to be forced to wait for a period of time 


be at a loose end British & 
Australian 
to have nothing to do 


Liking and not Liking 


I've got four sons and I love them all to bits, although I must admit I've got a bit 
of a soft spot for the youngest, who's only three and very cute. The older two get 
on like a house on fire, but always seem to have it in for the third. They get into 
terrible arguments with each other, and it usually ends up with one of them saying 
that he hates the other's guts and storming out of the house. It really gets on my 
husband's nerves. Still, the oldest seems to have taken a shine to a girl in his 
class, which gets him out of the house a bit. She's very quiet and not especially 
pretty, but I suppose there's no accounting for taste. 


liking people 

the apple of sb's eye 

the person who someone loves most and 
is very proud of 


love sb to bits informal 
to like or to love someone a lot 


get on like a house on fire 
informal 

if two people get on like a house on fire, 
they like each other very much and 
become friends very quickly 


a mutual admiration society 
humorous 

a situation in which two people express 
a lot of admiration for each other 


take a shine to sb informal 
to like someone immediately 


have a soft spot for sb 
to feel a lot of affection for one particular 
person, often without knowing why 


be sb's main squeeze American, 
informal 

to be the person that someone has a 
romantic or sexual relationship with 


sing sb/sth's praises 
to praise someone or something very 
much 


not liking people 

have a downer on sb British & 
Australian, informal 

to not like someone 


hate sb's guts informal 
to hate someone 


have it in for sb informal 
to be determined to harm or criticize 
someone 


being annoyed by something 
or someone 


get up sb's nose British & 
Australian, informal 

get on sb's wick British & 
Australian, informal 

to annoy someone 


the bane of your life 

someone or something that is always 
causing problems for you and upsetting 
you 


get/grate on sb's nerves informal - 
to annoy someone, especially by doing 
something again and again 


Sb's pet hate British & Australian 
Sb's pet peeve American 
something that you do not like at all 


opinions on what people like 
(It's) different strokes for 
different folks. mainly American 
something that you say which means 
that different people like or need 
different things 


^ 


each to his/her own 

something that you say which means 
that it is acceptable for people to like or 
believe in different things 


One man's meat is another man's 
poison. 

something that you say which means 
that something one person likes very 
much can be something that another 
person does not like at all 


There's no accounting for taste! 
something that you say when you cannot 
understand why someone likes 
something or someone 


Money > 


Theme panels 


You know the saying, ‘A penny saved is a penny earned’. Well, that's all right if 
you're regularly earning money, but I'm not. I've been living from hand to mouth 
doing temporary work. I've tightened my belt but I'm always in the red at the end 
of the month. My latest idea is to start my own business. This requires hard cash 
and I don't have it. I want to start a taxi service to and from the airport. I'll need a 
good, reliable car and that will cost an arm and a leg. Initially, I'd probably just 
break even, but eventually I reckon I'd have a steady job and a steady income, even 
if I didn't make a killing. What I really need is some ready money or perhaps 
someone who has a nest egg they would like to invest. Maybe my best hope is to 


win the lottery and strike it rich! 


having a lot of money 
be rolling in it 
to be very rich 


have money to burn 
to have a lot of money and spend large 
amounts 


a nest egg X 
an amount of money that you have saved 


make a killing informal 
to earn a lot of money very easily 


strike it rich 
to suddenly become rich 


having no money 
be out of pocket 
to have less money than you should have 


not have two pennies to rub 
together 
to be very poor 


be in the red >< 
to owe money to a bank 


having just enough money 
live (from) hand to mouth 

to have just enough money to live on and 
nothing extra 


tighten your belt 
to spend less than you did before 
because you have less money 


break even 
to not make or lose any money from a 
business 


keep body and soul together 
to just be able to pay for the things that 
you need in order to live 


spending money 
cost an arm or a leg informal 
to be very expensive 


not break the bank 
to not be too expensive 


ready cash/money 
money that is immediately available to 
spend 


hard cash 
money in the form of coins or notes 


sayings about money 


A penny saved is a penny earned. 
itis wise to save money 


be penny-wise and pound-foolish 
to be extremely careful about small 
amounts of money and not careful 
enough about larger amounts 


Money doesn't grow on trees. 
be careful how much money you spend 
because there is only a limited amount 


Theme panels 


Power and Authority 


When Peter goes away on business, it's Ellen who calls the shots in the office. Just 
because she has friends in high places, she thinks she can run the show! Rachel 
and I are the only people who refuse to bow and scrape, but she seems to have the 
rest of the office in the palm of her hand. She's even got Sandy, the supervisor, 
wrapped around her little finger. Rachel says she's far too big for her boots 
and it's time Peter and the powers that be were told. I'm sure Peter would be very 
concerned if he knew. He doesn't like people throwing their weight around and 
he certainly wouldn't want Ellen setting the agenda. 


being in a position of power 
run the show informal 

to be in charge of an organization or an 
activity 


call the shots/tune c 

to be the person who makes all the 
important decisions and who has the 
most power in a situation 


set the agenda 

to decide what subjects other people 
should deal with in a way that shows you 
have more authority than them 


have the upper hand 
to have a position of power and control 
over someone else 


showing your power 

throw your weight around 

to behave in a way which shows that you 
are more important or powerful than 
other people 


flex your muscles 
to take some action to show people how 
powerful you are 


people in powerful positions 
the powers that be 

the people who control things but who 
are not known 


a big cheese humorous 

a big gun/noise informal 

an important or powerful person in a 
group or organization 


the movers and shakers 
people who have a lot of power and 
influence 


controlling and influencing 


twist/wrap sb around your little 
finger 

to be able to persuade someone to do 
anything you want, usually because 
they like you so much 


have sb in the palm of your hand 
to have so much control over someone 
that they will do whatever you want 
them to do 


have friends in high places 
to know important people who can help 
you get what you want 


thinking you are more 
important than you really are 


be too big for your boots informal 
to behave as if you are more important 
or clever than you really are 


delusions of grandeur 
the belief that you are more important 
or powerful than you really are 


pleasing people in authority 
bow and scrape 

to try too hard to please someone in a 
position of authority 


do sb's bidding old-fashioned 
to do what someone tells or asks you to do 


lick sb's boots very informal 
to try too hard to please someone 
important 
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Remembering & Forgetting 


I was sitting in the local café waiting for my friend Jenny. We'd arranged to meet at 
half past twelve, but it was now one o'clock and there was still no sign of her. I 
wondered if it had slipped her mind. She was always doing this - making 
arrangements and then forgetting about them. Honestly, she had a memory like a 
sieve! I was just on the point of leaving when a dark-haired man came in and sat at 
the table next to mine. I knew I had seen him somewhere before, but I couldn't for 
the life of me think where. As I was racking my brains trying to remember, he 
looked round and smiled. 'Hi, Caroline,' he said. 'I haven't seen you in ages. Not 
since college, in fact.’ I cast my mind back. Of course, it was Jenny's old 
boyfriend from college! Now, what was his name? It was on the tip of my tongue 
.. Chris, that was it. Just then, Jenny came in. She'd obviously been running 
because her face was red and she was out of breath. ‘Sorry I'm late,’ she said. 
‘That’s alright,’ I replied and smiled. ‘I've got a surprise for you. Does the name 
Chris ring a bell?’ 


forgetting be on the tip of your tongue - 
———— you know it but cannot quite remember it 


slip your mind /^ 

if something slips your mind, you forget remembering 

aboutit CCS tmmeHmeeseeeenen trees ntntose ttis stets 
come/spring to mind 


have. a MEMO PR (edere to immediately think of something 


elephant 

to be very bad/good at remembering bring sb/sth to mind 

things to cause you to think of someone or 
can't for the life of me something 

remember/think take a stroll/trip down memory 
not remember at all lane 


to remember some of the happy things 


I can't put a name to him/her you did ini the pest 


not remember someone's name 
in/within living memory 

things that can be remembered by 
people who are alive now 


Out of sight, out of mind. 
if you do not see someone or something, 
you forget them 


making yourself remember 
unable to remember  .—  ... g y Edda de ap e RUD DR 


A commit sth to memory 
your mind goes blank to make yourself remember something 
you cannot think of anything to say 


: helping you remember 
trying to remember E E 


ring a bell 
rack your brains if a name or a phrase rings a bell, you 
to think very hard think you have heard it before 
cast your mind back jog your memory 


to try to remember something to cause you to remember something 
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Speaking and Conversation 


I'd been having lunch with my old friend Heather, and we'd been discussing our 
plans for the summer and generally chewing the fat, when she suddenly 
announced that she and Andrew were getting married. I was lost for words. 
They'd only known each other for three months, and they'd spent very little time 
together because Andrew went away on business a lot. ‘Please don’t breathe a 
word of this to anyone, Heather said. ‘We only decided two days ago, and we 
haven't told Andrew's parents yet.’ ‘Don’t worry, I replied. ‘My lips are sealed.’ 
When I got home that evening, I was very quiet. ‘What’s the matter?’ asked Karen, 
my sister. ‘Has the cat got your tongue?’ I was dying to tell her the news, but I 
had to bite my tongue. ‘Come on, out with it!’ she said, and finally I told her, but 
I made her promise to keep her mouth shut. I should have known that my loud- 
mouthed sister would shoot her mouth off to all her friends. Andrew's family 


found out the next day, and now Heather isn't speaking to me. 


talking too much 


loud-mouthed 
saying rude or stupid things in a loud 
voice 


shoot your mouth off very informal 
to talk too much, especially about 
something you should not talk about 


talk the hind legs off a donkey 
British, humorous 
to talk a lot 


verbal diarrhoea humorous 
if someone has verbal diarrhoea, they 
talk too much 


/ 


talking in a fri 


chew the fat British, informal 
to have a long friendly conversation with 
someone 


shoot the breeze American, 
informal 

to talk in a relaxed way about things that 
are not important 


endly way 


good at talking 


the gift of the gab 

an ability to speak easily and 
confidently and to persuade people to do 
what you want 


not talking 


be lost for words ^ 
to be unable to speak because you are so 
surprised 


not breathe a word 
to not tell people a secret 


My lips are sealed. humorous 
something that you say to tell someone 
that you will not tell anyone what they 
have just told you 


Has the cat got your tongue? 


z something that you say to someone 


when you are annoyed because they will 
not speak 


bite your tongue 

to stop yourself from saying something 
even if you would like to say it 

keep your mouth shut informal 

to keep something secret 


hold your tongue 
to stop talking 


shut up like a clam 
to suddenly stop talking and refuse to 
say any more 


making someone tell you 


someth 
Out with it! 

something that you say in order to tell 
someone to say something that they are 
frightened to say 


g 


telling someone to be quiet 
Shut your face/mouth! very 
informal 

Button it! mainly American, 
informal 

an impolite way of telling someone to 
stop talking 
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Success and Failure 


We'd managed to get tickets for the final of the European Cup and there was a great 
atmosphere in the stadium. Lazio were riding high after their 2-0 victory over Real 
Madrid, but Liverpool were also very strong contenders, having clawed their way 
back from defeat in their match against Juventus. Lazio got off to a flying start 
with a goal in the first five minutes, and from then on they went from strength to 
strength. The Liverpool defence seemed to have gone down the pan, and the third 
goal just before half-time was another nail in the coffin. But the game wasn't over 
just yet. During the second half, Lazio lost their edge and Liverpool suddenly 
came into their own. With only five minutes of the game left and the score at 3-3, 
it was make or break for Liverpool. Seconds before the final whistle blew, they 
managed to score again and the crowd went wild. Liverpool had won the cup! 


succeeding failing 
be riding high fall flat on your/its face 
to be very successful to fail or make a mistake in an 


embarrassing wa 
get off to a flying start acd 


to begin an activity very successfully die a death British 
die a natural death American & 


go from strength to strength Australian 
to become more and more successful to fail and end 
come into your/its own : the nail in sb’s/sth’s coffin -^ 
to be very useful or successful in a an event which causes the failure of 
particular situation something that had already started to 
make it big informal fail 
to become very successful or famous a dead duck informal 
pass with flying colours something or someone that is not 
to complete a difficult activity very Successful or useful 
successfully A miss is as good as a mile. 
claw your way back from sth something that you say which means 
to succeed in improving your situation that failing to do something when you 
by making a very determined effort almost succeeded is no better than 
failing very badly 
win (sth) hands down 
to win easily losing 
lead the field P lb U M3 42 os 
to be more successful than anyone you be pipped at/to the post British & 
are competing against Australian 
to be beaten in a competition or race by 
situations when you will a very small amount 
either succeed or fail lose your edge 
Prrrtrrrrrittttit rt itiir ri itir rrr rite titer iii to lose the qualities or skills that made 
make or break sth ~ you successful in the past 
to make something a success or a failure go off the boil British & Australian 
to become less successful 


sink or swim 
to fail or succeed 
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Understanding 


I hardly spoke a word of Russian when I first came to Moscow. I'd done a short 
Russian course before I left, but I've never been very good at languages and most of 
it went over my head. The first few weeks after I arrived were the hardest because 
I didn't have a clue what people were saying to me, and I kept getting lost because 
I couldn't make head or tail of the street signs. Things became a lot easier when 
Igot to grips with the alphabet, and after that I gradually got the hang of putting 
sentences together. I've been living here for three years now and I'm fairly fluent, 
although I still make mistakes. Last week, a Russian friend and I got our wires 
crossed: I thought I was meeting him on Tuesday when he meant Thursday. But 
that sort of thing only happens occasionally. Before I came here, I never thought 
that languages were particularly important, but living abroad has certainly 
brought home to me how useful they are. 


not understanding 


not have a clue informal 
to have no knowledge of or no 
information about something 


go over sb's head 

if a piece of information goes over 
someone's head, they do not understand 
it 


can't make head nor/or tail of sth 
to not be able to understand something 
at all 


not know the first thing about sth 
to not know anything about a particular 
subject 


be as clear as mud humorous 
to be impossible to understand 


get your lines/wires crossed 
if two people get their lines crossed, they 
do not understand each other correctly 


understand 


get the hang of sth informal 
to succeed in learning how to do 
something after practising it 


come/get to grips with sth - 
to make an effort to understand and deal 
with a problem or situation 


bring sth home to sb 

to make someone understand something 
much more clearly than they did before, 
especially something unpleasant 


get your head around sth informal 
to be able to understand something 


get the message informal 

to understand what someone is trying to 
tell you even though they are not 
expressing themselves directly 
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Exercises 


Q Matching meanings 


What do idioms 1-5 mean? 
Choose the correct meaning 
from the list a - e. 


1 try your hand at a behappy 

2 over the moon b benervous 

3 get the message c toadmire 

4 be on tenterhooks d totry 

5 take your hat off to e tounderstand 


Put the idioms from exercise 1 
into the gaps in the sentences 
below. Remember to use the 
correct form of the verbs. 


1 H6 Was. ctt when his son was born. 
2 There's no need to keep explaining. We've .................... x 


3 Everyone in the court ...................... as they waited for the 
verdict. 


4 Fire crews do a wonderful job. You really have to 
— — them. 


5 IthoughtImmight..........5— pottery. 
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[37 Idioms for opinions 


Match the remarks on the left 
with the responses on the right. 


1 Dad, I've decided to a He's made his bed and , 
hitchhike to Moscow. he’ll have to lie on it. A 
2 She thinks Tom’s b Well, it’s about time she 
really handsome. put her money where her 
mouth is. 


3 His money's all gone now c Over my dead body! 


and he has nowhere to 
live. 

4 Iasked her to turn the d Oh well, beauty is in the 
music down and she just eye of the beholder. 


laughed at me. 


5 She's always telling us to e She’ll be laughing on the 
help the poor. other side of her face when _ - 
I tell her father. 


e British and American English 


Some idioms have different 
forms in British and American 
English. What is the American 
equivalent for each of these 
British idioms? 


1 be left holding the baby 
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D Idioms using parts of the body 


In these idioms, the missing 
word in the idiom is a part of the 
body. Fill in the missing words. 


2 I don't know why I bother giving her advice. It goes in one 
XT OVHUABIBIM BIS Ke MeEE and out the other. 


3 He's been on several TV shows, shooting his ............................ 
off about the royal family. T 


4 Peter and I got off on the wrong ..................... because of a 
silly disagreement over who should make the coffee. 


5 We were really busy, but Stefan didn't lift a ......................... to 
help. 


Q Comparisons: As ... as ... 


These sentences contain 
comparisons using as (4 adj) as 
(+ noun). Fill in the missing 
words. 


1 Chain your bike to the railings. It'll be as safe as 


2 When he saw the gun he turned as White as a ................... ; 


3. It hasn't rained for weeks. The soil is as ......................... asa 
bone. 

4 The children have been as good AS ........................ this 
morning. ^ " 

5 I’ve mended this chair. It’s as ........................... as a rock now. 
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Q Prepositions 


Choose the correct preposition 
from the box to fill in the gaps in 
the sentences below. 


from with at 


about for 

1 She tips the scales ........................ an enormous 310 pounds. 

2 They are waiting to get the green light ........................... the 
surveyor before they begin building work. 

3 The company made a pitch ......................... a multi-million 
dollar contract. 

4 He was bending my ear ........." 1... the importance of good * 
grammar. 

5 Aggressive behaviour goes hand in hand ...................... low 
self-esteem. 


Qo Similes: verb + like + noun 


These sentences contain verb 
comparisons using a verb + like 
+ noun. Fill in the missing words. 


1 When England lost the World Cup he .................... like a 
baby. 
2 Make sure you cook plenty of food. Derek ........................ like 
a horse. 
3 After all that fresh air, I'll sleep like a ...................... tonight. > 
4 When he gets angry, he swears like a ............................ i l 
5 Her speech was long and boring. It ......................... like a lead 
balloon. 
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€» Compounds 


Choose the correct idiomatic 
compound from the box to fill in 
the gaps in the sentences below. 


sourgrapes Achilles heel 
redtape  fatcats 


dark horse 


1 Workers are losing their jobs while the ........................ who 
run the company are getting richer. 


2 Stuart's getting married? He's a ................... -Inever even 
knew he had a girlfriend. 


3 He was a gifted businessman, but greed was his ........................ : 
4 If I criticize her book, people will think it's just ............................. $ 


5 There's so much ....................... involved in getting a visa. 


(10) Collocations 


Choose a suitable word from the 
lists on the right to fill in the 
gaps in the sentences below. 


1 Consumers are bringing ......................... hope/pressure/ 
to bear on food manufacturers to weight 
provide clear labelling. 
2 He made no bones about his .................... anger/plans/ 
over their failure to keep him informed. decisions 
3 Iprefer my .........————— to be off comments/ 
the record. writing/ 
photographs 
AC TUDIDE rcn hit the nail on hammers/ 
the head. problems/John 
5 Tm up to my eyes in ................... at work/food/ 
the moment. happiness 
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e Grammar 


Fill in the gaps in these 
sentences with the correct form 


of the verb on the right. 

1 Don't break your back ........................ all finish 
the housework. 

2 There are so few people here, I have cancel 
half a mind snan the meeting. 

3 We pulled out all the stops .......................... make 
it the best party he'd ever had. 

4 I wouldn't dream of ........................ your work. criticize 

5 We came within an ace of ...................... the 
game. win 


(12) Theme: good times/problems 


Which of these people are 
having a good time, and which 
are having problems? 


1 Jenny's having a whale of a time in Corfu. ^  ............... 


2 The whole family is going through the mill at & 
themoment- ie spm La 0009 o errata ‘ 


3 Peter is discovering that marriage isn’t all 
moonligltitandyoses — — TME POO uuo í 


4 Joe’slikeadog with two tails. .. .. e » 


5 I’m only forty and I’m on the scrap heap 
alpeadwir cc »—op«eae o eng TE ite tas 
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(13) Opposites 


The entries for the idioms on the right all show their 
opposites too. Use the opposites to fill in the gaps in 
these sentences. Remember to use the correct form of 
the verbs and the words like sb, sth, your. 


1 I wish those journalists would get on sb’s case ` 

2 You need to be .................... to slow on the uptake 
succeed in this job. 

3 Could you get the children get in sb’s hair © 
AA ER for an hour or so? 

4 I wish she would ........................ and geton your high horse 


listen to our opinions. 


5 The world must ...................—. the close your eyes to 
horror of famine. 


Q Other languages used in English idioms 


Choose one of the phrases from the box to fill in the 
gaps in the sentences below. 


je ne sais quoi compos mentis ad nauseam 
au fait laissez faire 


1 He went on ............................ about the importance of a sense of 


duty. 
2 A sprinkling of herbs will give your sauce a certain 


3 She has a fairly .......................... attitude towards disciplining 
the children. 

4 Iiinotreally..... with the new computer system 
yet. 

5 He wasn't exactly ....................... when he wrote that letter. 
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(15) Idioms using ‘ball’ 


These sentences can be 
completed with an idiom 
containing the word ‘ball’. 
Fill in the gaps. 


1 I’ve made them an offer for their house. ............... 


4 Yauwhaveto bexeally.... anter tt or 
dodo eA to be a pilot. 
5 I want everyone to be involved in the project, so I'm 


organisiig a meeting (o ............reeac oe rrt 


(16) Same idiom, different form 


In some idioms, different words can be used with the 
same meaning. Find another word which can be used 
for each of the words underlined. 


1 I could do that with one arm tied behind my back. ou... 


2 We can make our own decisions without you 


puttingeyouroarin-  —. | | | imis 
3 He ate the whole pie in one sitting. . . . . ....— 
4 £1, 000 is not to be sniffed at. . . . |). |.) .. 


5 We had a few teething problems when the new 
computers were installed. — | | | | | 
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@ Theme: anger 


These sentences contain idioms 
connected with anger. Fill in the 


gaps. 

T TEMPES nnn when the flight was delayed another 
two hours. 

2 Chris and Joe got so angry I was worried they would 
mc blows. 

3 Nanoy will t ballistic if she sees what you've 
done. 

4 Who's been rattling Jeremy's ................ ? 


5 The way they treat those dogs really makes my ...................... 
boil. 


Q Idioms containing pairs of words 


These sentences have idioms 
which all contain pairs of words. 
Match up the pairs on the right 


to fill in the gaps. 

1 He beat me until I was ......................... tea graces 
BIO aue : 

2 The other children made fun of black span 
POY OEA ie AYA PESE NDS ‘ 

3 AN I can offer you is .................... fair sympathy 
ANG naia : 

4 Make sure you leave the room airs square 
—— and sx 

5 Despite the other team's protests. Spick blue 
we beat them .................... 
Ci, T; MEMIRIPINUNS 
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(19) Idioms to describe people 


465 


These people have all applied for 
a job. Which ones would you like 


to interview, and why? 


Name Description 

1 Ann  asquarepegina 
round hole 

2 Jim as honest as the 
day is long 

3 Sue many strings to 
her bow 

4 Bob gets people’s 
backs up 

5 Julie a couple of 
sandwiches short 
of a picnic 


(20) Idioms about behaviour 


Match the remark on the left 


with the response on the right. 


1 Your schoolwork has been 
getting worse and worse. 


2 Its about time Hugo 
grew up. 


3 They've smashed Percy's 
greenhouse with their 
football. 


Interview? / or X Why? 


4 Ray's such a generous man. d 


5 I suppose I'll have to do 
all the housework. 


suitable 
unsuitable 


honest 
dishonest 


different skills 
puts her 
family first 


is popular 
annoys people 


clever 
stupid 


I wouldn't like to be in 
their shoes when he finds 
out! 


He'd give you the shirt off 
his back. 


It's about time you pulled 
your socks up. 


You can bet your boots Sue 
won't have done it. 


He's really tied to his 
mother's apron strings. 
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Answer Key 


Answer Key 


1d 1 over the moon 1c 
2a 2 got the message 2d 
3e 3 was on 3a 
4b tenterhooks 4e 
5c 4 take your hat 5b 
off to 
5 try my hand at 


1 be left holding 1 nose 1 houses 
the bag 2 ear 2 sheet 

2 have a green 3 mouth 3 dry 
thumb 4 foot 4 gold 

3 throw a monkey 5 finger 5 solid 
wrench in the 
works 

4 be all thumbs 

5 blow your own 
horn 


1 at 1 cried 1 fat cats 

2 from 2 eats 2 dark horse 

3 for 3 log/top 3 Achilles heel 
4 about 4 trooper 4 sour grapes 
5 with 5 went down 5 red tape 


1 pressure 
2 anger 

3 comments 
4 John 

5 work 


1 finishing 
2 to cancel 
3 to make 

4 criticizing 
5 winning 


1 good time 
2 problems 
3 problems 
4 good time 
5 problems 
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1 get off my case 1 ad nauseam 1 The ball’s in 

2 quick on the 2 je ne sais quoi their court 
uptake 3 laissez faire 2 have a ball 

3 out of my hair 4 au fait 3 a whole new 

4 get off her high 5 compos mentis ball game 
horse 4 on the ball 

5 open its eyes to 5 set the ball 

rolling 

1 hand 1 frayed 1 black and blue 

2 sticking 2 come to 2 airs and graces 

3 at 3 go 3 tea and 

4 sneezed 4 cage sympathy 

5 troubles 5 blood 4 spick and span 


5 fair and square 


© D 


1 no, unsuitable 1 

2 yes, honest 2 

3 yes, different 3 
skills 4 

4 no, annoys 5 
people 

5 no, stupid 
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How to use the index 


AGE 


To find an idiom in the index, look under any important word in the idiom. The word the 
idiom is listed under in the main part of the book will be in dark type: 

(bare is the keyword, so the entry is at ‘bare’) 
(flying is the keyword, so the entry is at ‘flying’) 


the bare bones 
get off to a flying start 


Idioms are not usually listed in the index under words like ‘a’, ‘the’, ‘all’, ‘these’, ‘where’ or 
‘no’, except when the whole idiom is made of such words, e.g. be all in, be out of it. 


Where British and American idioms have different spellings, e.g. take centre stage 
(British)/take center stage (American), the idiom is at the British keyword, but if you look up 
the American spelling in the index you will find a reference to the British spelling. 


A 
from A toZ 
get/go from A to B 
ABOUT 
About time too! 
about/around sb's ears 
about/on your person 
an about-face 
be up and about/around 
Tell me about it! 
ABOVE 
above and beyond sth 
be a cut above sth/sb 
be above board 
head and shoulders above [the 
others/the rest etc.] 
over and above 
ABSENCE 
Absence makes the heart grow 
fonder. 
be conspicuous by your 
absence 
ACADEME 
the groves of academe 
ACCEPT 
accept/take sth as gospel 
(truth) 
ACCIDENT 
a happy accident 
an accident waiting to happen 
more by accident than (by) 
design 
(whether) by accident or 
design 
ACCIDENTALLY 
accidentally on purpose 
ACCIDENTS 
accidents will happen 
be a chapter of accidents 
ACCOMPLISHED 
mission accomplished 
ACCORD 
of your own accord 
ACCORDING 
cut your cloth according to 
your means 


cut your coat according to your 
cloth 
ACCOUNT 
be brought/called to 
account 
on no account must/should sb 
do sth 
on sb’s account 
on your own account 
take account of sth/sb 
take sth/sb into account 
turn/use sth to good account 
ACCOUNTING 
There's no accounting for 
taste! 
ACE 
an ace in the hole 
be within an ace of sth/doing 
sth: see come within an ace of 
sth/doing sth 
come within an ace of 
sth/doing sth 
have an ace up your sleeve 
play your ace 
ACES 
have/hold all the aces 


ACID 
an acid test 
ACORNS 
Great/Mighty oaks from little 


a balancing/juggling act 
Act your age! 

act/play the fool 

act/play the goat 

be a hard/tough act to follow 
catch sb in the act 

clean up your act 
getinonthe act 

get your act together 

read (sb) the riot act 


ACTION 
a piece/slice of the action 
be all talk (and no action) 
beoutof action 
fight a rearguard action 
put sb out of action: see be out 
of action 
put sth out of action: see be out 
of action 
ACTIONS 
Actions speak louder than 
words. 


add fuel to the fire/flames 

add insult to injury 
ADMIRATION 

amutual admiration society 
ADO 

much ado about nothing 

without further/more ado 
ADVOCATE 

play devil's advocate 
AFORETHOUGHT 

with malice aforethought 


after a fashion 

be after sb's blood 

be out for/after sb's scalp 
AGAIN 

Come again? 

every now and again/then 
AGAINST 

against all odds 

against (all) the odds 

be up against sth/sb 
AGE 

Act your age! 


AGENDA 


at the ripe old age of sth: see 
livetoaripeold age 
come of age 
inthis day and age 
live to a ripe old age 
sb of a certain age 
AGENDA 
ahidden agenda 
at the top of the/sb’s agenda 
high on the/sb’s agenda 
off the/sb's agenda: see on 
the/sb's agenda 
on the/sb's agenda 
set the agenda 
AGENT 
a free agent 
AGO 
many moons ago 
AGONY 
pile on the agony 
AH 
um and ah 
AHEAD 
be ahead of the game 
be ahead of the pack 
be one step ahead 
be streets ahead 
full steam ahead 
keep/stay one step ahead: see 
be one step ahead 
AID 
What's sth in aid of? 
AIM 
aim/hit below the belt: see be 
below the belt 
AIR 
a breath of fresh air 
anip in the air 
air your dirty laundry/linen 
in public 
be floating/walking on air 
be in the air 
be left hanging (in the air/in 
midair) 
be up in the air 
castles in the air 
clear the air 
from thin air 
have your nose in the air: see 
with your nose in the air 
hot air 
out of thin air 
pluck sth out of the air 
with your nose in the air 
AIRS 
airs and graces 
AIRY-FAIRY 
airy-fairy 
AISLES 
be rolling in the aisles: see 
have sb rolling in the 
aisles 
have sb rolling in the aisles 
ALADDIN 
an Aladdin's cave 


472 


ALARM 
a false alarm 
alarm bells start to ring: see 
set (the) alarm bells ringing 
ring/sound alarm bells: see set 
(the) alarm bells ringing 
set (the) alarm bells ringing 
ALBATROSS 
albatross around/round your 
neck 


be on full/red alert 
be put on full/red alert: see be 
on full/red alert 

ALIKE 

Great minds (think alike). 

Share and share alike. 
ALIVE 

be alive and kicking 

be alive and well 

be alive with sth 

eat sb alive 

skin sb alive 


ALL 

a bit of all right 

all eyes are on sb/sth 

all guns blazing 

all hands on deck 

all hands to the pumps 

allinall 

all is sweetness and light: see 
be all sweetness and light 

(all) on your own 

all or nothing 

(all) other things being equal 

all-out: see go all out 

all over the place 

all-singing, all-dancing 

allsystems go 

All that glistens/glitters is not 
gold. 

All that glisters is not gold. 

(all) the world and his wife 

all things being equal 

all told 

All work and no play (makes 
Jack a dull boy). 

All's fair in love and war. 

an all-rounder 

and all that jazz 

at all hours (of the day and 
night) 

at all hours (of the night) 

be all at sea 

be all done in 

be all dressed up and/with 
nowhere to go 

be all ears 

be all eyes 

be all fingers and thumbs 

be all heart 


be all in 

be all in a day’s work 

be all in the/your mind 

be all mouth 

be all mouth and (no) trousers 

be (all) of a piece 

be all over sb 

be all over the lot 

be all over the shop 

be all sweetness and light 

be all talk (and no action) 

be all the rage 

be all things to all men 

be all thumbs 

be all very well 

be all well and good 

be all wet 

be as [fast/hot/thin etc.] as all 
get out 

be [faster/hotter/thinner etc.] 
than all get out: see be as 
[fast/hot/thin etc.] as all get 
out 

belaughing all the way to the 
bank 


blow sth out of (all) 
proportion 

come one, come all 

cover all the bases 

for all sb cares 

for all sb knows 

give it your all 

give your all 

goall out 

T've never [felt/heard/seen 
etc.] sth in all my (born) days! 

if all else fails 

inall but name 

It'll all come out in the wash. 

It'll (all) end in tears. 

It's all go. 

It'sall Greek to me. 

It's all one to me. 

it's all (that) sb can do to do sth 

It's all the same to me. 

make all the difference 

not be all beer and skittles 

not be all fun and games 

not be all it's cracked up to be 

not be all there 

once and for all 

one and all 

That beats all! 

That's all she wrote! 

That's all you need! 

That's sb all over! 

the mother of all sth 

till all hours (of the night): see 
atall hours (of the night) 

to cap/crown/top it all 

to top it all 

to top it all off 

touch all the bases 

warts and all 

when all is said and done 


would not do sth for all the tea 
in China 
You can’t win ‘em all. 
ALL-DANCING 
all-singing, all-dancing 
ALLEY 
a blind alley 
be (right) down sb's alley 
be (right) up sb's alley 
ALLOW 
allow/give sb (a) free rein 
allow/give sth (a) free rein 
allow/give sth full play 
ALONE 
goitalone 
leave well alone 
leave well enough alone 
leave/let well alone 
leave/let well enough alone 
Man cannot live by bread 
alone. 
ALONG 
all along the line 
along the lines of sth 
along the way 
along those lines 
ALTAR 
be sacrificed on the altar of 
sth 
ALTOGETHER 
inthealtogether 
AMBER 
an amber gambler 
AMBULANCE 
an ambulance chaser 
AMENDMENT 
I take/plead the Fifth 
(Amendment) 
AMERICAN 
be as American as apple pie 
AMISS 
not come amiss 
not go amiss 
ANALYSIS 
in the final analysis 
AND 
And how! 
and no messing 
and that's that! 
ANDS 
no ifs, ands or buts 
ANGEL 
afallen angel 
ANGELS 
beon the side of the angels 
Fools rush in (where angels 
fear to tread). 
ANIMAL 
a party animal 
ANOTHER 
à horse of another/a different 
color 
another bite at the cherry: see 
a bite of the cherry 
another nail in the coffin 
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another string to your bow 
be another/a different kettle 
of fish 
be another/one of life’s great 
mysteries 
be in another world 
be (living) on another planet 
but that's another story 
If it’s not one thing it’s 
another! 
It’s (just) one thing after 
another! 
live to fight another day 
one way or another 
Tell me another (one)! 
Tomorrow’s another day. 
ANSWER 
answer the call of nature 
have a lot to answer for 
not take no for an answer 
sb's answer to sb/sth 
the answer to sb’s prayers 
ANTE 
raise/up the ante 
ANTS 
have ants in your pants 
ANY 
any way you slice it 
ANYBODY 
anybody who is anybody 
be anybody's guess 
ANYTHING 
If you believe that, you'll 
believe anything! 
not do anything/things by 
halves 
APART 
be poles apart 
be worlds apart 
APE 
goape 
APESHIT 
go apeshit: see go ape 
APOLOGY 
bean apology for sth 
APPEARANCES 
keep up appearances 
APPETITE 
whet sb's appetite 
APPLE see also APPLES 
a bad/rotten apple 
An apple a day keeps the 
doctor away. 
beas American as apple pie 
be in apple-pie order 
the apple of sb's eye 
APPLECART 
upset the applecart 
APPLES 
apples and oranges 
How do you like them apples! 
She'll be apples. 
She's apples. 
APPROACH 
a softly, softly approach 


ARSE 


APRON 
be tied to your mother's apron 
strings 
AREA 
a disaster area 
a gray area: see a grey area 
agrey area 
ARGUE 
argue the toss 
ARGY-BARGY 
argy-bargy 
ARK 
be out of the ark 
went/had gone out with the 
ark 


ARM see a/so ARMS 
alist as long as your arm 
ashot in the arm 
chance your arm 
cost (sb) an arm and a leg 
could do sth with one 
arm/hand tied behind their 
back 
hold/keep sb at arm's length 
put the arm on sb 
the long arm of the law 
twist sb's arm 
would give their right arm 
ARMED 
be armed to the teeth 
ARMOR 
achink in sb's armor 
a knight in shining armor 
ARMOUR 
achink in sb's armour 
a knight in shining armour 
ARMPIT 
be the armpit of the 
world/universe 
ARMS 
be up inarms 
greet/welcome sb/sth with 
open arms 
AROUND 
about/around sb's ears 
around the corner 
around/round the clock 
be up and about/around 
have been around (a bit) 
ARROW 
astraight arrow 
ARROWS 
theslings and arrows (of 
outrageous fortune) 
ARSE 
a kick up the arse/backside 
arse about face 
arse-licker/kisser: see 
kiss/lick sb's arse 
arse over tip 
arse over tit 
bea pain in the arse/backside 
be (right) up sb's arse 
bore the arse off sb 
bust your arse 


ARSED 


can't tell your arse from your 
elbow 

getoff your arse 

get your arse in gear 

have your head (stuck) up 
your arse 

Kiss my arse! 

kiss/lick sb's arse 

Lick my arse! 

Move/Shift your arse! 

My arse! 

not know your arse from your 
elbow 

Pig's arse! 

Shove/Stick sth up your arse! 

siton your arse 

talk outof your arse 

talk through your arse 

think the sun shines out (of) 
sb's arse/backside 

work your arse/backside 
off 


ARSED 
can't be arsed 
ART 
have sth down to a fine art 
have sth off toa fine art 
ARTICLE 
an article of faith 
ARTSY-FARTSY 
artsy-fartsy: see arty-farty 
ARTY-FARTY 
arty-farty 
AS 


asand when 
as if there was/were no 
tomorrow 
asis 
asit comes 
asitstands 
ASHES 
rake over the ashes 
sackcloth and ashes 
ASK 
abigask 
ask for it 
ask (sb) for a rain check: see 
I'll take a rain check 
ask/cry for the moon 
Don't ask me. 
Iask you! 
Well may you ask! 
You may well ask! 
ASKING 
beasking for trouble 
besb'sfor the asking 
ASLEEP 
be asleep at the switch 
fall asleep at the switch: see be 
asleep at the switch 
ASPERSIONS 
cast aspersions on sb/sth 
ASS see also ARSE 
ass-kisser: see kiss (sb's) ass 
ass over teacup/teakettle 
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bea pain in the ass/butt 

beon sb's ass 

bore the ass off sb 

bust your ass 

bust your ass/balls 

chew sb's ass (out) 

cover your ass 

get sb's ass 

haulass 

kick (sb's) ass 

kiss (sb's) ass 

make an ass of yourself 

sb'sass is on the line 

work your ass/butt off 

You bet your (sweet) ass! 
ASTRAY 

lead sb astray 


at sb’s heels 
at the chalkface 
at the coalface 
at the double 
at the end of the day 
at your fingertips 
be allat sea 
be at a loose end 
be at a loss 
be at each other’s throats 
be at home 
beatit 
be at loggerheads 
be at loose ends 
be at odds 
be at odds with sth 
be at one 
be at pains to do sth 
be atsea 
be at the mercy of sth/sb 
be at/behind the wheel 
ATE 
like the cat that ate the 
canary 
ATMOSPHERE 
you could cut the atmosphere 
with a knife 
ATTACHED 
no strings (attached) 
with strings (attached): see no 
strings (attached) 
AUTHORITY 
have it on good authority 
AUTOMATIC 
on automatic pilot 
AUTOPILOT 
on autopilot: see on automatic 
pilot 
AUTUMN 
autumn years 


AVANT-GARDE 
avant-garde: see the avant- 
garde 
the avant-garde 
AVERAGES 
the law of averages 
AVOID 
avoid sb/sth like the plague 
AWAKENING 
arude awakening 
AWAY 
be far and away the 
[best/greatest/worst etc.] 
belight yearsaway 
belight years away from sth 
AWKWARD 
anawkward customer 
AXE 
be given the axe 
getthe axe 
havean axe to grind 
B 
get/go from A to B 


BABES 
Out of the mouths of babes 
(and sucklings). 
BABY 
a baby boomer 
be as easy as taking candy 
from a baby 
be left holding the baby 
be like taking candy from a 
baby 
cry like a baby 
the baby blues 
throw the baby out with the 
bath water 
BACK see also BACKED, BACK- 
ING 
a back-handed compliment 
amonkey on sb's back 
apaton the back 
aslapon the back 
astab in the back: see stab sb 
inthe back 
atthe back of your mind 
at/in the back of beyond 
back and forth 
back-door: see by/through the 
back door 
back in circulation: see out of 
circulation 
back the wrong horse 
back-to-back 
back to the drawing board 
be back in harness 
be back on the rails 
be fed up/sick to the back 
teeth 
be [glad/happy/pleased etc.] to 
see the back of sb/sth 
be (like) water off a duck's 
back 


be on sb's back 

beon the back burner 

behind sb's back 

break your back 

by/through the back door 

claw your way back from sth 

could do sth with one 
arm/hand tied behind their 
back 

cover your back 

fit/write sth on the back of a 
postage stamp 

get off sb's back: see get sb off 
your back 

getsb off your back 

get your own back 

get/put sb's back up 

go back along way 

have eyes in the back of your 
head 

have your back against/to the 
wall 

I'll scratch your back if you 
scratch mine. 

It'sno skin off my (back) teeth. 

know sth like the back of your 
hand 

make a rod for your own back 

off the back of a lorry 

off the back of a truck 

One step forward, two steps 
back. 

pat sb on the back: see a pat on 
the back 

put sth back on the rails: see be 
back on the rails 

put sth on the back burner: see 
beon the back burner 

put your back into sth 

put/get sb/sth back on track: 
seeon track 

ride on the back of sth 

stab sb in the back 

take a back seat 

talk out of the back of your 
head 

the minute sb's back is turned: 
see when/while sb's back is 
turned 

thestraw that breaks the 
camel's back 

throw sth back in sb's face 

turn your back on sb 

turn your back on sth 

watch your back 

when/while sb's back is 
turned 

would give you the shirt off 
their back 

You scratch my back and I'll 
Scratch yours. 

BACKED 
be backed into a corner 
BACKING 
backing and filling 
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BACKROOM 
a backroom boy 
BACKS 
live off the backs of sb 
BACKSEAT 
a backseat driver 
BACKSIDE 
akick up the arse/backside 
be a pain in the arse/backside 
get off your backside 
sit (around) on your backside: 
see get off your backside 
think the sun shines out (of) 
sb's arse/backside 
work your arse/backside off 
BACKWARD 
not be backward in coming 
forward 
without a backward glance 
BACKWARDS 
bend/lean over backwards to 
do sth 
fall over backwards to do sth 
know sth backwards 
know sth backwards and 
forwards 
BACON 
bring home the bacon 
save sb's bacon 
BAD 
abadegg 
A bad workman blames his 
tools. 
a bad/rotten apple 
bad blood 
bad-mouth sb/sth 
be bad news 
be ina bad way 
be in bad odor with sb 
be in bad odour with sb 
be in sb's bad books: see be in 
sb's good books 
be on bad terms with sb: see be 
on good terms with sb 
be the best of a bad bunch/lot 
give sth up as a bad job 
give sth/sb a bad name 
go from bad to worse 
Good riddance (to bad 
rubbish)! 
have a bad hair day 
have a bad name: see give 
sth/sb a bad name 
have got it bad 
in bad faith: see in good 
faith 
leave a bad taste in your 
mouth 
make a bad/poor fist of 
sth/doing sth: see make a 
good fist of sth/doing sth 
make the best of a bad job 
not be half bad 
take the bad with the good 
throw good money after bad 


BALLISTIC 


turn up like a bad penny 
BAG see also BAGS 


bag and baggage 
bea bag of nerves 
be left holding the bag 
couldn't [act/argue/fight] your 
way out of a paper bag 
in the bag 
let the cat out of the bag 
not be your bag 
pull something out of the bag 
sb's bag of tricks 
BAGGAGE 
bag and baggage 
BAGS 
pack your bags 
BAIT 
Fish or cut bait. 
rise to the bait 
swallow/take the bait 
BAKER 
a baker's dozen 
BALANCE 
be/hang in the balance 
on balance 
swing/tip the balance 
throw sb off balance 
BALANCES 
checks and balances 
BALANCING 
a balancing/juggling act 
BALD 
be as bald as a coot 
BALL see a/so BALLS 
a ball and chain 
a ball-breaker 
aslime ball 
a totally different ball game 
a whole new ball game 
be behind the eight ball 
be no ball of fire 
beon the ball 
carry the ball 
drop the ball 
have a ball 
keep the ball rolling: see 
set/start the ball rolling 
keep your eye on the ball 
pick up/take the ball and run 
(with it) 
play ball 
put the ball in sb's court: see 
the ball is in sb's court 
set/start the ball rolling 
That's the way the ball 
bounces. 
the ball is in sb's court 
the whole ball of wax 
throw (sb) a curve (ball) 
BALLISTIC 
go ballistic 


BALLOON 


BALLOON 
go down like a lead balloon 
the balloon goes up 
BALLPARK 
a ballpark estimate/figure 
be in the (right) ballpark: see 
be in the same ballpark 
be in the same ballpark 
BALLS 
a balls-up 
be cold enough to freeze the 
balls off a brass monkey: see 
brass monkey weather 
bust your ass/balls 
have sb by the balls 
have the brass (balls) to do sth 
BANANA 
a banana republic 
a banana skin 


a one-man band 
Band-Aid: see a Band-Aid 
BANDWAGON 
get/jump/leap on the 
bandwagon 
the bandwagon effect: see 
get/jump/leap on the 
bandwagon 
BANE 
the bane of your life 
BANG 
abang up job 
Bang goes sth! 
bang/beat the drum 
be bang on 
catch/have sb bang to rights 
come (back) down to earth 
(with a bang/bump/jolt) 
goover witha bang 
go with a bang 
[more/a bigger etc.] bang for 
your buck 
not with a bang but with a 
whimper 
BANGING 
be banging/hitting your head 
against a brick wall 
BANK 
belaughing all the way to the 
bank 
not break the bank 
BANNER 
under the banner of sth 
BAPTISM 
a baptism by/of fire 
BAR 


It'sall over bar the shouting. 
BARE 

bare-bones: see the bare bones 

bare your heart/soul 

lay bare sth 

the bare bones 
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with your bare hands 
BARELY 

can barely/hardly hear 

yourself think 

BARGAIN 

drive a hard bargain 

inthe bargain 

into the bargain 
BARGAINING 

a bargaining chip 

a bargaining counter 
BARGE 


I wouldn't touch sb/sth with a 
barge pole. 
BARK 
sb's bark is worse than their 
bite 
Why keep a dog and bark 
yourself? 
BARKING 
be barking mad 
be barking up the wrong tree 


BARREL 

be as funny as a barrel of 
monkeys 

be more fun than a barrel of 
monkeys 

have sb over a barrel 

lock, stock, and barrel 

not bea barrel of laughs 

pork barrel 


be off base 
get to first base 
touch base 

BASES 
cover all the bases 
touch all the bases 


a basket case 
put all your eggs in one basket 
BAT see also BATS, BATTING 
bat for the other side 
be as blind as a bat 
goto bat for sb 
like a bat out of hell 
not bat an eye/eyelash/eyelid 
off your own bat 
play astraight bat 
(right) off the bat 
BATED 
with bated breath 
BATH 
anearly bath 
throw the baby out with the 
bath water 


BATON 
pass the baton 
BATS 
have bats in the belfry 
BATTEN 
batten down the hatches 
BATTERIES 
recharge your batteries 
BATTING 
be batting a thousand 
be (batting) on asticky wicket 
BATTLE 
a battle of wills 
a battle of wits 
a battle/war of nerves 
a pitched battle 
arunning battle 
an uphill 
battle/fight/struggle 
be half the battle (won) 
fightalosing battle 
the battle lines are drawn 
the battle of the sexes 
BAY 
keep sth/sb at bay 
BAYING 
be baying for blood 
BE 
Be my guest. 
be that as it may 
be that as it may 
the be-all and end-all 
BEACH 
not be the only pebble on the 
beach 
BEAD 
draw/take a bead on sb/sth 
BEADY 
have your beady eye on sth/sb 
BEAM 
be broad in the beam 
be off beam 
BEAN 
a bean counter 
not have a bean 
BEANS 
be full of beans 
not be worth a hill of beans 
not know beans about sth 
spillthe beans 
BEAR 
abearhug 
a cross (sb has) to bear 
belike a bear with a sore head 
bear a grudge 
bear fruit 
bear testimony/witness to sth 
bear/keep sth in mind 
bear/take the brunt of sth 
bring sth to bear 
Everyone has their cross to 
bear.: see a cross (sb has) to 
bear 


grin and bear it 
loaded for bear 


BEARD 
beardsbintheir den 
beard the lion in their den 
BEAST 
a beast of burden 
be (in) the nature of the beast 
be no good/use to man or 
beast 
BEAT see a/so BEATEN, BEAT- 
ING, BEATS 
astick to beat sb/sth with 
bang/beat the drum 
beat a dead horse 
beat a path to sb's door 
beata retreat 
beat about/around the bush 
Beat it! 
beat sb at their own game: see 
play sb at their own game 
beat sb hands down: see win 
(sth) hands down 
beat sb hollow 
beat sb toa pulp 
beat sb to it 
beat sb to the punch 
beat sb to within an inch of 
their life 
beat sth to death 
beat the bushes 
beat the rap 
beat your brains out 
beat your breast 
beat/knock the (living) 
daylights out of sb 
beat/knock the tar out of sb 
beat/turn swords into 
ploughshares 
If you can’t beat ‘em, (join 
‘em)! 
sb’s heart misses/skips a beat 
without missing a beat 
BEATEN 
be off the beaten path 
be off the beaten track 
BEATING 
take a beating 
BEATS 
(it) beats me 
That beats all! 
That beats everything! 
what beats me: see (it) beats 
me 
BEAUTY 
Beauty is in the eye of the 
beholder. 
Beauty is only skin deep. 
sb’s beauty sleep 
BEAVER 
an eager beaver 
BECK 
be at sb’s beck and call 


be no bed of roses 
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climb/get/hop into bed 
with sb: see be in bed with 


sb 

couldn't lie straight in bed 

get out of bed on the wrong 
side 

get sb into bed: see go to bed 
with sb 

get up on the wrong side of the 
bed 


go to bed with sb 
not be a bed of roses 
put sth to bed 
You made your bed (now lie in 
it). 
You've made your bed (and 
you'll have to lie in it). 
BEDPOST 
between you, me and the 
bedpost/gatepost 
BEDROOM 


bea busy bee 

be as busy as a bee 

be the bee's knees 

have a bee in your bonnet 
BEEF 

Where's the beef? 
BEELINE 

make a beeline for sb/sth 
BEEN 

have been around (a bit) 
BEER 

not be all beer and skittles 

small beer 
BEES 

the birds and the bees 
BEESWAX 

none of your beeswax 
BEET 

goasred asa beet 

go beet red 
BEETROOT 

go as red as a beetroot 

go beetroot (red) 
BEFORE 

(And) not before time! 

be before your time 

before sb could blink 

before you can say Jack 

Robinson 

BEG see a/so BEGGING 

beg the question 

I beg to differ/disagree 
BEGGARS 

Beggars can't be choosers. 
BEGGING 

be going begging 
BEGINNING 

the beginning of the end 
BEGINS 

Charity begins at home. 
BEHAVIOUR 

be on your best behaviour 


BELOW 


BEHIND 
be at/behind the wheel 
be behind the eight ball 
be behind the times 
behind bars 
behind closed doors 
behind sb’s back 
behind the scenes 
BEHOLD 
lo and behold 
BEHOLDER 
Beauty is in the eye of the 
beholder. 
BEING 
for the time being 
BELFRY 
have bats in the belfry 
BELIEF 
contrary to popular 
belief/opinion 
BELIEVE 
can't believe your ears 
couldn't believe your eyes 
TI believe it when I see it. 
If you believe that, you'll 
believe anything! 
make believe 
not believe a word of it 
You('d) better believe it! 
BELIEVED 
have to be seen to be 
believed 
BELIEVING 
Seeing is believing. 
BELL 
beas sound as a bell 
give sb a bell 
ring a bell 
Saved by the bell. 
BELLS 
alarm bells start to ring: 
see set (the) alarm bells 


ringing 
bells and whistles 
Hell's bells! 
Pull the other leg/one (it's got 
bells on)! 
ring any bells: seering a bell 
ring/sound alarm bells: see set 
(the) alarm bells ringing 
set (the) alarm bells ringing 
with bells on 
BELLY 
a belly laugh 
fire in your/the belly 
go belly up 
Sb's eyes are bigger than their 
belly/stomach 
BELLYFUL 
have had a bellyfulof sth 
BELOW 
be below par 
be below the belt 
be/live below the breadline: 
see be/live on the breadline 


BELT 


BELT 
aim/hit below the belt: see be 
below the belt 
be below the belt 
the Bible Belt 
tighten your belt 
under your belt 
BEND see a/so BENT 
bend sb's ear 
bend/lean over backwards to 
dosth 
bend/stretch the rules 
drive/send sb round the bend 
round the bend 
BENDED 
on bended knee/knees 
BENDER 
a fender bender 
BENEFIT 
give sb the benefit of the 
doubt 
BENNETT 
Gordon Bennett! 
BENT 
get bent out of shape 
BERRY 
beas brown as a berry 
BERTH 
give sb/sth a wide berth 
BESIDE 
be beside the point 
be beside yourself 
BEST 
as best as you can 
as best you can 
at the best of times 
be for the best 
be on your best behavior 
be on your best behaviour 
be the best of a bad bunch/lot 
come off second best 
do your level best 
First in, best dressed. 
give it your best shot 
Honesty is the best policy. 
Laughter is the best medicine. 
make the best of a bad job 
make the best of sth 
man's best friend 
May the best man win. 
put your best foot forward 
Sb's best bet 
second best 
six of the best 
the best of both worlds 
the best/greatest thing since 
sliced bread 
with the best will in the world 
your best bib and tucker 
BET see a/so BETS 
a safe bet 
asure bet 
bet the farm/ranch 
Do you want a/to bet? 
Don't bet on it. 
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How much do you want to bet? 
I wouldn't bet on it. 
sb's best bet 
You bet your (sweet) ass! 
you can bet your life/your 
bottom dollar 
BETIDE 
woe betide sb 
BETS 
hedge your bets 
BETTER 
against your better judgement 
Better late than never. 
better the devil you know 
(than the devil you don't) 
Better (to be) safe than sorry. 
Discretion is the better part of 
valor. 
Discretion is the better part of 
valour. 
for better or (for) worse 
for better, for worse 
for want of a better word 
get the better of sb 
go one better 
Half a loaf is better than none. 
have seen better days 
Prevention is better than 
cure. 
Sb's better/other half 
think better of sth 
You('d) better believe it! 
BETTERS 
your elders and betters 
BETWEEN 
between you and me 
between you, me and the 
bedpost/gatepost 
hit sb (right) between the 
eyes 
BEYOND 
above and beyond sth 
at/in the back of beyond 
be beyond sb’s ken 
be beyond the pale 
beyond your wildest dreams 
beyond/without a shadow of a 
doubt 
BIB 
your best bib and tucker 
BIBLE 
a Bible-basher 
a Bible-thumper 
the Bible Belt 
BIBLICAL 
but not in the biblical sense 
BIDDING 
do sb’s bidding 
BIDE 
bide your time 
BIG 
a big ask 
a big cheese 
a big deal 
a big fish 


a big fish in a small pond 

a big girl's blouse 

a big gun/noise 

a big-head 

a big mouth 

a big-mouth: seea big 
mouth 

a big shot/wheel 

as big as life 

be big of you 

be big on sth 

Big Brother 

Big Brother: see Big Brother 

Big deal! 

big-headed: see a big-head 

big ticket 

big time 

big-time: see the big time 

have big ears 

make a big play of sth 

make a big thing (out) of sth 

make it big 

Mr Big 

the big daddy 

the big picture 

the (big) smoke 

the big time 

the last of the big spenders 

think big 

too big for your boots 

too big for your britches 

What's the big idea? 

BIGGER 

be bigger than life 

have bigger/other fish to fry 

sb's eyes are bigger than their 
belly/stomach 

The bigger they are, the 
harder they fall. 


a clean bill of health 
bill and coo 
fill the bill 
fitthe bill 
foot the bill 
pick up the bill/tab 
sell sb a bill of goods 
the Old Bill 
BILLET-DOUX 
a billet-doux 
BIND 
adouble bind 
BIRD 
a bird-brain 
A bird in the hand (is worth 
two in the bush). 
a bird's eye view 
A little bird told me (so). 
anearly bird 
as free as a bird 
bird-brained: see a bird-brain 
eat like a bird 
flip/give sb the bird 


The bird has flown. 
The early bird catches the 
worm. 
BIRDS 
be (strictly) for the birds 
birds of a feather: see Birds of 
a feather flock together. 
Birds of a feather flock 
together. 
kill two birds with one 
stone 
the birds and the bees 
BIRTHDAY 
in your birthday suit 
BISCUIT 
take the biscuit 
BIT see also BITS 
a bit of all right 
a bit of fluff/skirt 
a bit of how's your father 
a bit of rough 
a bit on the side 
bea bit much 
be chafing at the bit 
be champing/chomping at the 
bit 
get a bit much: see be a bit 
much 
get/take the bit between your 
teeth 
have the bit between your 
teeth: see get/take the bit 
between your teeth 
It's/That's a bit steep! 
not take a blind bit of notice 
take the bit in your teeth 
the hair of the dog (that bit 
you) 
the whole bit 
BITCH 
ason of a bitch 
Son of a bitch! 
BITE see a/so BITING, BITTEN 
a bite of the cherry 
a second bite at the cherry: see 
a bite of the cherry 
another bite at the cherry: see 
a bite of the cherry 
bite off more than you can 
chew 
bite the bullet 
bite the dust 
bite the hand that feeds you 
bite your tongue 
bite/snap sb's head off 
put the bite on sb 
sb's bark is worse than their 
bite 
sb/sth won't bite 
BITER 
the biter (is) bit 
BITING 
What's biting sb? 
BITS 
be thrilled to bits 
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bits and bobs 
bits and pieces 
love sb/sth to bits 
BITTEN 
Once bitten, twice shy. 
BITTER 
a bitter pill (to swallow) 
be bitter and twisted 
bitter medicine 
the bitter fruits 
to the bitter end 
BLACK 
a black day 
a black mark 
black and blue 
black and white 
in black and white 
not be as black as you are/it is 
painted 
pretend/say that black is 
white 
swear black and blue 
the black sheep (of the 
family) 
the pot calling the kettle 
black 
BLAMES 
A bad workman blames his 
tools. 
BLANK see a/so BLANKS 
a blank cheque 
draw a blank 
point blank 
your mind goes blank 
your mind is a blank: see your 
mind goes blank 
BLANKET 
a wet blanket 
BLANKS 
fire/shoot blanks 
BLAST 
a blast from the past 
blast/blow sb/sth to kingdom 
come 
BLAZE 
blaze a trail 
BLAZES 
Go to blazes! 
like blue blazes 
[What/Why/ Who etc.] the blue 
blazes 
BLAZING 
all guns blazing 
with (your) guns blazing 


your heart bleeds 
BLESS 
Bless her/his cotton socks. 
BLESSING 
be a blessing in disguise 
be a mixed blessing 


BLOOD 


BLESSINGS 
count your blessings 
BLIMP 
a Colonel Blimp 
BLIND 
a blind alley 
a blind date 
a blind spot 
be as blind as a bat 
blind sb with science 
fly blind 
not take a blind bit of notice 
swear blind 
the blind leading the blind 
turn a blind eye 
BLINDER 
play a blinder 
BLINDING 
effing and blinding 
BLINK 
be on the blink 
before sb could blink 
in the blink of an eye 
BLISS 
Ignorance is bliss. 
BLOCK 
a chip off the old block 
astumbling block 
knock sb’s block off 
on the block 
put your head/neck on the 
block 
the new kid on the block 
BLOCKS 
be off the (starting) blocks 
be out of the (starting) blocks 
on the/your (starting) blocks: 
see be off the (starting) 
blocks 
BLOOD 
a blood brother 
a (sudden) rush of blood (to 
the head) 
bad blood 
be after sb's blood 
be baying for blood 
be in the/your blood 
be out for blood 
be sb’s (own) flesh and blood 
blood and guts 
blood and thunder 
Blood is thicker than water. 
blood, sweat and tears 
blue blood 
burst/bust a blood vessel 
draw blood 
flesh and blood 
get blood out of a stone 
have blood on your hands 
have sb's blood on your 
hands 
have tasted blood 
in cold blood 
make sb's blood boil 
make sb's blood curdle 


BLOODIED 


make sb's blood run cold 
new blood 
sb's blood boils: see make sb's 
blood boil 
sb's blood curdles: see make 
sb's blood run cold 
sb's blood is up 
sb's blood runs cold: see make 
sb's blood run cold 
scent blood 
Spit blood 
sweat blood 
young blood 
BLOODIED 
bloodied but unbowed 
BLOODY 
bloody minded 
get a bloody nose: see give sb a 
bloody nose 
give sb a bloody nose 
scream bloody murder 
BLOT 
a blot on the landscape 
blot your copybook 
BLOUSE 
a big girl's blouse 
BLOW see a/so BLOWING, 
BLOWS 
a blow job 
a body blow 
adeath blow 
blast/blow sb/sth to kingdom 
come 
blow a fuse/gasket 
blow a hole in sth 
blow araspberry 
blow away the cobwebs 
blow-by-blow 
blow hot and cold 
blow it 
blow off steam 
blow sb’s brains out 
blow sb's cover 
blow smoke 
blow sth out of (all) 
proportion 
blow sth sky-high 
blow sth wide open 
blow sth/sb out of the water 
blow the gaff 
blow the whistle on sb/sth 
blow up/explode in sb's 
face 
blow your mind 
blow your own trumpet 
blow your stack/top 
blow/knock your socks off 
blow/make a hole in sth 
blow/take the lid off sth 
blow/toot your own horn 
cushion/soften the blow 
strike a blow against/at 
sth/sb: see strike a blow for 
sth/sb 
strike a blow for sth/sb 
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BLOWING 
see how the wind is blowing 
see which way the wind is 
blowing 
BLOWS 
come to blows 
It's an ill wind (that blows 
nobody any good). 
BLUE 
a blue-eyed boy 
a bolt from the blue 
a bolt out of the blue 
be in a (blue) funk 
between the devil and the deep 
blue sea 
black and blue 
blue blood 
blue-blooded: see blue blood 
blue-collar 
into the wide/wild blue 
yonder 
like blue blazes 
once in a blue moon 
out of a clear (blue) sky: see out 
of the blue 
out of the blue 
[run around/rush around etc.] 
like a blue-arsed fly 
scream blue murder 
swear black and blue 
talk a blue streak 
the boys in blue 
until you are blue in the face 
[What/Why/Who etc.] the blue 
blazes 
BLUES 
the baby blues 


BLUSH 
at first blush 
BLUSHES 
save/spare sb’s blushes 
BOARD 
across the board 
back to the drawing board 
be above board 
be as stiff as a board 
go by the board 
on board 
sweep the board 
take on board sth 
BOARDS 
go by the boards: see go by the 
board 
tread the boards 
BOAT 
be in the same boat 
miss the boat 
push the boat out 
rock the boat 
BOATS 
burn your boats 
BOB 
Bob's your uncle! 


not be short of a bob or two 
BOBS 
bits and bobs 
BODICE-RIPPER 
a bodice-ripper 
BODY 
abody blow 
body and soul 
he/she doesn't have a [jealous, 
mean, unkind etc.] bone in 
his/her body 
keep body and soul together 
over my dead body 
there isn't a [mean, jealous, 
unkind etc.] bone in sb's 
body: see he/she doesn't have 
a [jealous, mean, unkind etc.] 
bone in his/her body 
BOG 
bog standard 
BOGGLES 
The mind boggles. 
BOIL 
can't boil an egg 
go off the boil 
make sb's blood boil 
on the boil 
BOILING 
reach boiling point 
BOILS 
A watched pot never boils. 
Sb's blood boils: see make sb's 
blood boil 
BOLD 
as bold as brass 
BOLT 
à bolt from the blue 
a bolt out of the blue 
bolt upright 
shoot your bolt 
BOLTED 
closing/shutting the stable 
door after the horse has 
bolted 
BOLTS 
the nuts and bolts 


go like a bomb 

puta bomb under sth/sb 
BOMBSHELL 

drop a bombshell 
BONE 

a bone of contention 

beas dry as a bone 

beas dry asa bone 

be bone dry 

be bone idle 

be chilled to the bone/ 

marrow 

be close to the bone 

be cut to the bone 

be near the bone 


be skin and bone/bones 
chill sb to the bone/marrow 
have a bone to pick with sb 
he/she doesn't have a [jealous, 
mean, unkind etc.] bone in 
his/her body 
there isn't a [mean, jealous, 
unkind etc.] bone in sb's 
body: see he/she doesn't have 
a [jealous, mean, unkind etc.] 
bone in his/her body 
wear/work your fingers to the 
bone 
BONES 
a bag of bones 
be skin and bone/bones 
1(can) feel it in my bones. 
make no bones about sth 
put flesh on (the bones of) sth 
Sticks and stones may break 
my bones (but words will 
never hurt me). 
the bare bones 
BONNET 
have a bee in your bonnet 
BOO 
not say boo 
wouldn't say boo 
wouldn't say boo to a fly 
wouldn't say boo to a goose 
BOOK 
a coffee table book 
bea closed book 
bean open book 
bring sb to book 
crack a book 
do sth by the book 
every trick in the book 
go by the book 
have your nose in a book 
in my book 
read sb like a book 
take a leaf out of sb's book 
the oldest trick in the book 
throw the book at sb 
You can’t judge a book by its 
cover. 
BOOKS 
be in sb's bad books: see be in 
sb's good books 
be in sb's good books 
cook the books 
hit the books 
That's/There's a turn-up for 
the books 
That’s/There’s one for the 
books. 
BOOM 
lower the boom 
BOOMER 
a baby boomer 
BOOT 
be as full as a boot/tick 
get the boot: see give sb the 
boot 
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give sb the boot 
put the boot in 
the boot is on the other foot 
BOOTS 
a bossy boots 
aclever boots 
be as tough as old boots 
be quaking in your boots 
be shaking in your 
boots/shoes 
die with your boots on 
hang up your boots 
lick sb's boots 
make sb quake in their boots: 
see be quaking in your boots 
sb's heart is in their boots 
too big for your boots 
BOOTSTRAPS 
haul/pull yourself up by your 
bootstraps 
BORE 
bore the arse off sb 
bore the ass off sb 
BORED 
be bored stiff 
be bored to death/tears 
BORN 
(as) to the manner born 
be born with a silver spoon in 
your mouth 
born and bred 
I've never [felt/heard/seen 
etc.] sth in all my (born) days! 
I/he/she wasn't born 
yesterday! 
There's one born every 
minute. 
BORROWED 
living on borrowed time 
BOSOM 
in the bosom of sb 
BOSSY 
à bossy boots 
BOTH 
be speaking/talking out of 
both sides of your mouth 
burn the candle at both ends 
cut both/two ways 
have/keep a foot in both 
camps 
play both ends against the 
middle 
swing both ways 
the best of both worlds 
the worst of both worlds: see 
the best of both worlds 
BOTHERED 
(all) hot and bothered 
BOTTLE 
be chief cook and bottle 
washer 
beon the bottle: see hit the 
bottle 
hitthe bottle 
letthe genie out of the bottle 


BOY 


put the genie back in the 
bottle: seelet the genie out of 
the bottle 
BOTTOM 
atthe bottom of the heap/pile 
be bumping along the bottom 
be/lie at the bottom of sth 
from the bottom of your heart 
from top to bottom 
get to the bottom of sth 
knock the bottom out of sth 
rock bottom 
sb's bottom drawer 
sb's bottom line 
the bottom drops/falls out of 
the market 
the bottom line 
you can bet your life/your 
bottom dollar 
BOTTOMLESS 
a bottomless pit 
BOUNCES 
That's the way the ball 
bounces. 
BOUND 
be bound and determined 
be duty bound to do sth 
BOUNDS 
beout of bounds 
by/in leaps and bounds 
know no bounds 


another string to your bow 
bow and scrape 
have [a lot of/a few/several 
etc.) strings to your bow: see 
another string to your bow 
BOWL 
Life is just a bowl of cherries. 
BOWS 
fire a shot across sb's/the 
bows 
BOX 
a brain box 
box clever 
box sb's ears 
chocolate box 
open a Pandora's box 
BOY 
a backroom boy 
à blue-eyed boy 
aboy toy 
a fair-haired boy 
a golden boy/girl 
amama's boy 
amummy's/mother's boy 
arent boy 
atoy boy 
a whipping boy 
a wide boy 
All work and no play (makes 
Jack a dull boy). 
man and boy 


BOYS 


BOYS 
Boys will be boys. 
jobs for the boys 
one of the boys 
separate/sort out the men 
from the boys 
the boys in blue 
BRAIN 
a brain box 
a brain drain 
a brain trust 
be brain dead 
be out of your brain 
get your brain in gear 
have sth on the brain 
rack your brain/brains 
BRAINS 
be all brawn and no brains 
be the brains behind sth 
beat your brains out 
blow sb's brains out 
have shit for brains 
pick sb's brains 
rack your brain/brains 
BRAKES 
put the brakes on 
BRANCH 
an olive branch: see hold 
out/offer an olive branch 
hold out/offer an olive 
branch 
root and branch 
BRASS 
as bold as brass 
be cold enough to freeze the 
balls off a brass monkey: see 
brass monkey weather 
brass monkey weather 
get down to brass tacks 
have the brass (balls) to do sth 
have the brass (neck) to do sth 
the brass ring 
the top brass 
Where there’s muck, there’s 
brass. 
with (brass) knobs on 
BRAVE 
puta brave face/front on sth 
put on a brave face/ front: see 
put a brave face/front on sth 
BRAWN 
be all brawn and no brains 
BREACH 
step into the breach 
BREAD 
bread and butter: see sb's 
bread and butter 
bread and circuses 
know which side your bread is 
buttered (on) 
Man cannot live by bread 
alone. 
sb's bread and butter 
the best/greatest thing since 
sliced bread 
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BREADLINE 
be/live below the breadline: 
see be/live on the breadline 
be/live on the breadline 
BREADTH 
a hair’s breadth 
BREAK see also BREAKING, 
BREAKS, BROKE 
aclean break 
be make or break for sb/sth: 
see make or break sth 
Break a leg! 
break even 
break faith with sth/sb 
break new ground 
break ranks 
break sb's heart 
break the ice 
break the mould 
break wind 
break your back 
get an even break 
Give me/us a break! 
give sb a break 
give sb an even break: see get 
an even break 
make or break sth 
not break the bank 
Sticks and stones may 
break my bones (but 
words will never hurt 
me). 
Why break the habit of a 
lifetime? 
BREAKFAST 
a dog's breakfast/dinner 
eat sb for breakfast 
BREAKING 
It’s/ You're breaking my 
heart! 
You can’t make an omelette 
without breaking eggs. 
BREAKS 
all hell breaks loose 
the straw that breaks the 
camel's back 
BREAST 
beat your breast 
breast-beating: see beat your 
breast 
make a clean breast of it 
BREATH 
a breath of fresh air 
a waste of breath: see waste 
your breath 
catch your breath 
Don't hold your breath. 
get a/your second breath 
inthesame breath 
take your breath away 
under your breath 
waste your breath 
with bated breath 
BREATHE 
breathe down sb's neck 


breathe fire 
breathe (new) life into sth 
live and breathe sth 
not breathe a word 
BREATHING 
Pardon me for 
breathing/living! 
BRED 
born and bred 
BREED 
breed like rabbits 
BREEDS 
Familiarity breeds contempt. 
BREEZE 
shoot the breeze/bull 
BREEZY 
be bright and breezy 
BREWERY 
couldn't organize a piss-up in 
abrewery 
BRICK 
be banging/hitting your head 
against a brick wall 
be built like a brick shithouse 
belike talking to a brick 
wall 
be/come up against a brick wall 
drop sb/sth like a hot 
brick/potato 
hit a/the (brick) wall 
shit a brick 
BRICKS 
be shitting bricks 
be/come down on sb like a ton 
of bricks 
have sb down on you like a ton 
of bricks: see be/come down 
on sb like a ton of bricks 
hit sb like a ton of bricks 
You can't make bricks without 
Straw. 
BRIDGE 
belike painting the Forth 
Bridge 
be water under the bridge 
T'I/ We'll cross that bridge 
when I/we come to it. 
BRIDGES 
build bridges 
burn your bridges 
BRIGHT 
a bright spark 
a bright spot 
be as bright as a button 
be bright and breezy 
bright and early 
look on the bright side 
the bright lights 
BRIGHT-EYED 
be bright-eyed and bushy- 
tailed 
BRING see a/so BROUGHT 
bring a lump to your throat 
bring home the bacon 
bring out the best in sb 


bring out the worst in sb: see 
bring out the best in sb 
bring sb (back) down to earth: 
see come (back) down to earth 
(with a bang/bump/jolt) 
bring sb down a peg or two 
bring sb face to face with sth: 
see come face to face with sth 
bring sb full circle: see 
come/go/turn full circle 
bring sb in from the cold: see 
come in from the cold 
bring sb out of their shell: see 
come out of your shell 
bringsbto book 
bring sb to the 
[bargaining/peace etc.] 
table 
bring sb to their senses: see 
come to your senses 
bring sb/sth to their knees 
bring sb/sth up to scratch: see 
not be up to scratch 
bring sth home to sb 
bring sth into play 
bring sth to a head: see come to 
ahead 
bring sth to bear 
bring sth to light 
bring sth/sb to mind 
bringthe house down 
bring the roses to sb's cheeks 
bring up the rear 
bring/call sb to heel 
bring/pull sb up with a start 
BRINK 
be on the brink of doing sth 
on the brink of sth 
BRITCHES 
too big for your britches 
BROAD 
abroad church 
be broad in the beam 
broad (brush) strokes 
in broad daylight 
BROADEN 
broaden/widen sb's horizons 
BROKE 
be flat broke 
gofor broke 
If it ain't broke, don't fix it. 
They broke the mould when 
they made sb/sth. 
BRONX 
a Bronx cheer 
BROOM 
anew broom 
BROTH 
Too many cooks (spoil the 
broth). 
BROTHER 
a blood brother 
Big Brother 
Big Brother: see Big Brother 
everyone and his brother 
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not be your brother's keeper 
BROUGHT 
be brought/called to 
account 
looklike something the cat 
brought/dragged in 
BROW 
by the sweat of your brow 
BROWN 
beas brown as a berry 
BROWN-BAG 
brown-bag: see brown- 
bagging 
BROWN-BAGGING 
brown-bagging 
BROWN-NOSE 
brown-nose 
BROWNIE 
earn/get brownie points 
BROWS 
knit your brows 
BRUNT 
bear/take the brunt of sth 
BRUSH 
be as daft as a brush 
broad (brush) strokes 
tar sb with the same brush 
BUBBLE 
burst the bubble: see the 
bubble bursts 
the bubble bursts 
BUCK 
buck naked 
make a fast/quick buck 
[more/a bigger etc.] bang for 
your buck 
pass the buck 
The buck stops here. 
The buck stops with sb.: see 
The buck stops here. 
BUCKET 
a drop in the bucket 
kick the bucket 
BUCKETS 
sweat buckets 
BUCKS 
a bucks party 
look/feel (like) a million 
bucks 
BUD 
nip sth in the bud 
BUDGE 
not budge/give an inch 


hit the buffers 
BUG 
be as snug as a bug in a rug 
BUGGERS 
play silly buggers 
BUILD 
build bridges 
build/get/work up a head of 
steam 


BURN 


BUILT 
be built like a brick 
shithouse 
be built like a tank 
be built on sand 
Rome wasn't built in a day. 
BULGING 
be bulging/bursting at the 
seams 
BULL 
be full of bull 
belikea bull in a china shop 
be like a red rag to a bull 
bull-headed 
like a bull at a gate 
shoot the breeze/bull 
take the bull by the horns 
BULLET 
bite the bullet 
BULLETS 
sweat bullets 
BULLY 
a bully pulpit 
Bully for you! 
BUM see a/so BUMS 


come (back) down to earth 
(with a bang/bump/jolt) 
like a bump on a log 
BUMPER 
bumper to bumper 
bumper-to-bumper: see 
bumper to bumper 
BUMPING 
be bumping along the bottom 
BUMPY 
a bumpy/rough ride 
BUMS 


bums on seats 
BUN 

have a bun in the oven 
BUNCH 

be the best of a bad bunch/lot 
BUNDLE 

a bundle of joy 

be a bundle of nerves 

not be a bundle of laughs 

not goa bundle on sth 
BUNNIES 

fuck like bunnies 
BUNNY 

not be a happy bunny 
BURDEN 

a beast of burden 
BURIED 

be dead and buried 
BURN see a/so BURNED, BURN- 
ING, BURNS, BURNT 

burn the candle at both ends 

burn the midnight oil 

burn your boats 

burn your bridges 


BURNED 


burn your fingers 
crash and burn 
doaslow burn 
have money to burn 
with money to burn: see have 
money to burn 
BURNED 
be burned to a crisp 
have/get your fingers 
burned/burnt 
BURNER 
beon the back burner 
put sth on the back burner: see 
be on the back burner 
BURNING 
have sth burning a hole in 
your pocket 
keep the home fires burning 
Were your ears burning?: see 
your ears must be burning 
your ears must be burning 
BURNS 
fiddle while Rome burns 
BURNT 
be burnt toacrisp 
have/get your fingers 
burned/burnt 
BURST 
burst the bubble: see the 
bubble bursts 
burst/bust a blood vessel 
BURSTING 
be bulging/bursting at the 
seams 
BURSTS 
the bubble bursts 
BURTON 
gone for a burton 
BURY 
bury the hatchet 
bury your head in the sand 
BUSH 
A bird in the hand (is worth 
two in the bush). 
beat about/around the bush 
bush league 
the bush telegraph 
BUSHEL 
hide your light under a bushel 
BUSHES 
beat the bushes 
BUSHY-TAILED 
be bright-eyed and bushy- 
tailed 
BUSINESS 
be in business 
business as usual 
business is business 
do a land-office business 
do a roaring business 
do the business 
funny business 
like nobody's business 
mean business 
Mind your own business! 
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mix business with pleasure 
monkey business 
not in the business of doing sth 
the business end 
BUSMAN 
a busman’s holiday 
BUST 
burst/bust a blood vessel 
bust a gut 
bust a gut (laughing) 
bust your arse 
bust your ass 
bust your ass/balls 
BUSTLE 


hustle and bustle 
BUSY 

be a busy bee 

be as busy as a bee 
BUT 

in all but name 
BUTS 


no ifs and buts 
no ifs, ands or buts 
BUTT 
be a pain in the ass/butt 
kick (sb's) butt 
sb's butt is on the line 
work your ass/butt off 
BUTTER 
bread and butter: see sb's 
bread and butter 
butter wouldn't melt in sb's 
mouth 
cut/go through sth like a (hot) 
knife through butter 
sb's bread and butter 
BUTTERED 
know which side your bread is 
buttered (on) 
BUTTERFLIES 
have butterflies (in your 
stomach) 
BUTTON 
a hot button 
be as bright as a button 
be as cute as a button 
Button it! 
have a/your finger on the 
button 
hit/press/push the panic 
button 
on the button 
press/push the right 
button/buttons 
(right) on the button 
BUTTONS 
press/push the right 
button/buttons 
BUZZ 
abuzz word 
get a buzz from sth/doing sth: 
see give sb a buzz 


by anose 
by a whisker 
by and large 
by miles: see by a mile 
by the dozen 
without so much as a by-your- 
leave 
BYGONES 
Let bygones be bygones. 
BYWAYS 
the highways and byways 
C-NOTE 
aC-note 
CABOODLE 
the whole (kit and) caboodle 
CACK-HANDED 
cack-handed 
CADET 
aspace cadet 
CAGE 
rattle sb's cage 
CAHOOTS 
be in cahoots 
CAIN 
raise Cain 
CAKE 
aslice of the cake 
bea piece of cake 
have your cake and eat it (too) 
take the cake 
the frosting on the cake 
the icing on the cake 
CAKES 
go/sell like hot cakes 
CALF 
kill the fatted calf 
CALL 
acall girl 
a clarion call 
a close call 
a judgment call 
a port of call 
a wake-up call 
answer the call of nature 
beat sb's beck and call 
be too close to call: see a close 
call 


bring/call sb to heel 

calla spade a spade 

callita day 

call it quits 

call off the dogs 

call sb names 

call sb's bluff 

call sth into question 

call the shots/tune 

call/cash in your chips 

have first call on sth 

not have a minute to call your 

own 

CALLED 

be brought/called to account 
CALLING 

acalling card 

the pot calling the kettle black 


CALLS 
He who pays the piper calls 
the tune. 
CALM 
the calm before the storm 
CAME 
There are plenty more where 
they/that came from. 
CAMEL 
thestraw that breaks the 
camel's back 
CAMP see a/so CAMPS 
acamp follower 
CAMPER 
not be a happy camper 
CAMPS 
have/keep a foot in both camps 
CAN 
acanof worms 
as best as you can 
as best you can 
be in the can 
can count sth on the fingers of 
one hand 
can-do 
can talk the legs off an iron 
pot 
carry the can 
Ican take it or leave it. 
Piss or get off the can/pot! 
Shit or get off the can/pot! 
You can say that again! 
You can talk! 
CAN'T 
can't believe your ears 
can't boil an egg 
can't cut it 
can't cut the mustard 
can't do sth for toffee 
can't for the life of me 
can't hear yourself think 
can't hold a candle to sb/sth 
can't put a foot wrong: see not 
put a foot wrong 
can't take/keep your eyes off 
sb/sth 
CANARY 
like the cat that ate the canary 
CANDLE 
burn the candle at both ends 
can't hold a candle to sb/sth 
CANDY 
be as easy as taking candy 
from a baby 
belike a kid in a candy store 
belike taking candy from a 
baby 
eye/mind candy 
CANNON 
a loose cannon 
cannon fodder 
CANOE 
paddle your own canoe 
CAP 
a feather in sb’s cap 
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come/go cap in hand 

If the cap fits (wear it). 

put your thinking cap on 

to cap it all 

to cap/crown/top it all 
CAPITAL 

with a capital [A/B/C etc.] 
CARBON 

acarbon copy 
CARD see a/so CARDS 

acalling card 

a drawing card 

ahole card 

atrump card 

a wild card 

beone card/several cards 

short of a full deck 

havea card up your sleeve 
CARD-CARRYING 

bea card-carrying member of 


be one card/several cards 
short of a full deck 
have/hold all the cards 
(if you) play your cards right 
keep/play your cards close to 
your chest 
lay/put your cards on the 
table 
the cards are stacked against 
sb 
CARE 
not care/give a fig 
not care/give a hoot 
not care/give a toss 
not care/give tuppence 
not care/give two hoots: see not 
care/give a hoot 
not have a care in the world 
without a care in the world: see 
not have a care in the world 
CARES 
for all sb cares 
have the cares/weight of the 
world on your shoulders 
CARPET 
roll out the red carpet 
sweep sth under the carpet 
CARRIED 
be carried out feet first 
CARROT-AND-STICK 
carrot-and-stick 
CARROT-TOP 
acarrot-top 
CARRY 
across (sb has) to carry 
carry a torch for sb 
carry the ball 
carry the can 


CAT 


carry the day 
carry weight 
carry/take coals to Newcastle 
CART 
put the cart before the horse 
CARVED 
be carved/set in stone 
CASE 
a basket case 
acase in point 
be on sb's case: see get on sb's 
case 
beonthe case 
get off sb's case: see get on sb's 
case 
get on sb's case 
Irest my case. 
make a federal case (out) of 
sth 


make (out) a case for 


acash cow 
call/cash in your chips 
cash on the barrelhead 
cold cash 
hard cash 
ready cash/money 
CAST 
be cast in the same mould 
cast a pall on/over sth 
cast aspersions on sb/sth 
cast-iron 
cast pearls before swine 
cast your lot with sb 
cast your mind back 
cast your net wide/ wider 
cast/run your/an eye over sth 
the die is cast 
CASTING 
the casting couch 
CASTLE 


An Englishman's home is his 
castle. 

king of the castle 

CASTLES 
castles in the air 
CAT see also CATS 

acat and mouse game: see play 
cat and mouse 

a fat cat 

agrin like a Cheshire cat 

be like a cat on a hot tin roof 

be the cat's whiskers 

Curiosity killed the cat. 

fight like cat and dog 

grin like a Cheshire cat: seea 
grin like a Cheshire cat 

Has the cat got your tongue? 

let the cat out of the bag 

like the cat that ate the canary 

like the cat that got the cream 

look like something the cat 
brought/dragged in 

Look what the cat’s dragged in! 


CATBIRD 


not have a cat in hell's chance 
not room to swing a cat 
play cat and mouse 
put/set the cat among the 
pigeons 
see which way the cat jumps 
There's more than one way to 
skina cat. 
When/While the cat's away 
(the mice will play). 
CATBIRD 
be (sitting) in the catbird 
seat 
CATCH see also CATCHES, 
CAUGHT 
a catch 22 situation 
catch 22 
catch a few rays 
catch-as-catch-can 
catch sb cold 
catch sb in the act 
catch sb on the hop 
catch sb red-handed 
catch sb with their 
fingers/hand in the till: see 
have your fingers/hand in the 
till 


catch sb's eye 
catch sb's/the drift 
catch some rays 
catch the wave 
catch your breath 
catch/cop/get some z's 
catch/get hell 
catch/have sb bang to rights 
catch/have sb dead to rights 
catch/take sb off guard 
if you catch/get my drift: see 
get sb's/the drift 
if you catch/get the drift: see 
get sb's/the drift 
you'll catch it 
You'll catch your death (of 
cold)! 
CATCHES 
if sb/sth catches a cold, sb/sth 
gets pneumonia 
The early bird catches the 
worm. 
when sb/sth sneezes, sb/sth 
catches a cold 
CATS 
fight like cats and dogs: see 
fight like cat and dog 
It's raining cats and dogs! 
CATTLE 
acattle market 
CATTY-CORNER 
catty-corner 
CATTY-CORNERED 
catty-cornered: see catty- 
corner 
CAUGHT 
be caught between two stools 
be caught in the crossfire 
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be caught in the middle 
be caught napping 
be caught short 
be caught with your 
pants/trousers down 
belike a deer/rabbit caught in 
the headlights 
wouldn't be caught/seen 
dead 
CAUSE 
alost cause 
cause/create a stir 
make common cause with sb 
CAUTION 
err on the side of caution 
throw caution to the wind(s) 


CAVES 
the roof caves/falls in 
CEILING 
a glass ceiling 
hit the ceiling/roof 
CEMENT 
could talk under wet cement 
CENT 
nota red cent 
CENTER see a/so CENTRE 
be/take center stage: see 
be/take centre stage 
CENTRE 
be/take centre stage 
left, right and centre 
CENTS 
for two cents 
put your two cents (worth) in 
your two cents (worth): see put 
your two cents (worth) in 


CERTAIN 
sbof acertain age 
CHAFF 


separate the wheat from the 
chaff 
CHAFING 
be chafing at the bit 
CHAIN 
a ball and chain 
a weak link (in the chain) 
pull/yank sb's chain 
CHAIR 
keep sb on the edge of their 
chair 
nearly fall off your chair 
CHALICE 
a poisoned chalice 
CHALK 
be as different as chalk and 
cheese 
be (like) chalk and cheese 
chalk sth up to experience 
not by along chalk 
CHALKFACE 
at the chalkface 


CHAMPING 
be champing/chomping at the 
bit 
CHANCE 
a fifty-fifty chance 
a fighting chance 
asporting chance 
Chance would be a fine thing! 
chance your arm 
Fat chance! 
given half a/the chance 
have an eye for/on the main 
chance 
nota ghost of a chance 
not have a cat in hell's chance 
not have a chance/hope in hell 
not have a dog's chance 
not have a snowball's chance 
in hell 
stand a chance 
CHANCES 
You pays your money (and you 
takes your chances). 
CHANGE 
a change of heart 
A leopard can't/doesn't 
change its spots. 
a sea change 
change hands 
change tack 
change your tune 
change/keep up/move with 
the times 
change/mend your ways 
chop and change 
get no change out of sb 
the change of life 
CHANGES 
ring the changes 
CHAPTER 
bea chapter of accidents 
give/quote (sb) chapter and 
verse 
CHARITY 
Charity begins at home. 
CHARLEY 
acharley horse 
CHARM 
work like a charm 
CHARMED 
have/lead/live a charmed life 
CHASE 
a paper chase 
à wild-goose chase 
chase rainbows 
chase the dragon 
cut to the chase 
CHASER 
an ambulance chaser 


your goods and chattels 
CHATTERING 
the chattering classes 


CHEAP 
acheap shot 
cheap and cheerful 
cheap and nasty 
Cheap at half the price! 
dirt cheap 
life is cheap 
on the cheap 
pile it/them high and sell 
it/them cheap 
CHECK 
arubber check 
ask (sb) for a rain check: see 
I'll take a rain check 
hold/keep sth/sb in check 
T'I) get a rain check 
I'll take a rain check 
CHECKS 
checks and balances 
CHEDDAR 
Hard/Tough cheddar! 
Stiff cheddar! 
CHEEK 
cheek by jowl 
tongue in cheek 
turn the other cheek 
with your tongue in your 
cheek 
CHEEKS 
bring the roses to sb's 
cheeks 
put the roses in sb's cheeks 
CHEER 
a Bronx cheer 
cheer sb to the echo 
CHEERFUL 
cheap and cheerful 
CHEESE 
a big cheese 
beas different as chalk and 
cheese 
be (like) chalk and cheese 
cheese-paring 
Hard/Tough cheese! 
Say cheese! 
Stiff cheese! 
CHEQUE 
a blank cheque 
CHERRIES 
Life is just a bowl of cherries. 
CHERRY 
a bite of the cherry 
a second bite at the cherry: see 
a bite of the cherry 
another bite at the cherry: see 
a bite of the cherry 
cherry-pick sb/sth 
cherry-picking: see cherry- 
pick sb/sth 
CHESHIRE 
a grin like a Cheshire cat 
grin like a Cheshire cat: see a 
grin like a Cheshire cat 
CHEST 
a hope chest 
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get it off your chest 
keep/play your cards close to 
your chest 
put hair(s) on your chest 
CHESTNUT 
an old chestnut 
CHEW 
bite off more than you can 
chew 
chew sb's ass (out) 
chew the cud 
chew the fat 
chew the rag 
CHICKEN 
achicken and egg situation 
be no spring chicken 
chicken feed 
chicken-hearted 
like a chicken with its head 
cut off 
like a headless chicken 
CHICKENS 
chickens come home to roost 
Don’t count your chickens 
(before they’re hatched). 
CHIEF 
be chief cook and bottle 
washer 
CHIEFS 
too many chiefs (and not 
enough Indians) 
CHILD 
a latchkey child/kid 
a love child 
be child's play 
belike a child in a sweetshop 
be with child 
CHILDREN 
Children should be seen and 
not heard. 
CHILL 
chill sb to the bone/marrow 
CHILLED 
be chilled to the bone/marrow 
be chilled/frozen to the 
marrow 
CHILLS 
send chills down/up sb's spine 
CHIN 
be up to your chin in sth 
Chin up! 
keep your chin up: see Chin 
up! 
take iton the chin 
CHINA 
belike a bull in a china shop 
would not do sth for all the tea 
in China 
CHINK 
achink in sb's armor 
a chink in sb's armour 
CHINLESS 
achinless wonder 
CHIP 
a bargaining chip 


CIRCUMSTANCES 


achip off the old block 
have a chip on your shoulder 
CHIPS 
be in the chips 
call/cash in your chips 
have had its chips 
have had your chips 
letthe chips fall where they 
may 
spit chips/tacks 
when the chips are down 
CHOCOLATE 
chocolate box 
CHOICE 
be spoiled for choice 
be spoilt for choice 
Hobson's choice 
You pays your money (and you 
takes your choice). 
CHOMPING 
be champing/chomping at the 
bit 
CHOOSERS 
Beggars can't be choosers. 


be for the chop: see get the chop 
be given the chop 
chop and change 
Chop chop! 
get the chop 
CHORD 
strike a chord 
strike/touch a chord 
CHOSEN 
the chosen few 
CHRISTMAS 
like turkeys voting for (an 
early) Christmas 
CHUMP 
be off your chump 
CHURCH 
a broad church 
be as poor as church mice 
CIGAR 
Close, but no cigar. 
CIRCLE 
a vicious circle 
bring sb full circle: see 
come/go/turn full circle 
come/go/turn full circle 
square the circle 
The wheel has come/turned 
full circle.: see come/go/turn 
full circle 
CIRCLES 
go around/round in circles 
run around/round in circles 
CIRCULATION 
back in circulation: see out of 
circulation 
out of circulation 
CIRCUMSTANCE 
pomp and circumstance 
CIRCUMSTANCES 
in reduced circumstances 


CIRCUS 


CIRCUS 

athree-ring circus 
CIRCUSES 

bread and circuses 
CITIZEN 

asecond-class citizen 


keep a civil tongue in your 
head 
CLAIM 
Sb's claim to fame 
stake a/your claim 
CLAM 
beas happy asa clam 
shut up like a clam 
CLANGER 
drop a langer 
CLAP 
clap eyes on sb/sth 
CLAPHAM 
the man/woman on the 
Clapham omnibus 
CLAPPED-OUT 


like the clappers 
CLARION 
aclarion call 
CLASSES 
the chattering classes 
CLAW 
claw your way back from sth 
fight tooth and claw/nail 
CLAWS 
get her claws into sb 
get your claws into sb 
CLAY 
feet of clay 
CLEAN 
aclean bill of health 
aclean break 
aclean sheet 
aclean slate 
aclean sweep 
be as clean asa new pin 
be as clean as a whistle 
clean up your act 
come clean 
have clean hands: see keep 
your hands clean 
keep your hands clean 
keep your nose clean 
make a clean breast of it 
show sba clean pair of 
heels 
squeaky clean 
wipe the slate clean: see a 
clean slate 
CLEANER 
take sb to the cleaner's 
CLEANLINESS 
Cleanliness is next to 
Godliness. 
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CLEAR 
beas clear as crystal 
beas clear as mud 
beas clear/plain as day 
be in the clear 
clear-cut 
clear-eyed 
clear sb's name 
clear the air 
clear the decks 
crystal clear: see be as clear as 
crystal 
leave the field clear for sb 
loud and clear 
out of a clear (blue) sky: see out 
of theblue 
steer clear of sth/sb 
the coast is clear 
CLEFT 
ina cleft stick 
CLEVER 
aclever boots 
a clever clogs 
aclever dick 
be too clever by half 
box clever 
CLIMB 
amountain to climb 
climb/get on your high 
horse 
climb/get/hop into bed with 
Sb: see be in bed with sb 
CLIMBER 
asocial climber 
CLIMBING 
be climbing the walls 
CLING 
cling on/hang on by your 
fingernails 


cling on/hang on by your 
fingertips 
CLIP 
clip sb's wings 
CLOAK-AND-DAGGER 
cloak-and-dagger 
CLOCK 
around-the-clock: see 
around/round the clock 
around/round the clock 
clock-watching: see watch the 
clock 
kill the clock 
put/turn the clock back 
race against the clock 
run out the clock 
watch the clock 
work against the clock 
CLOCKWORK 
beasregular as clockwork 
go/run/work like 
clockwork 
like clockwork 
CLOGS 
aclever clogs 
pop your clogs 


CLOSE see also CLOSED, 
CLOSING 
a close call 
aclose shave 
be close to home 
be close to the bone 
be close to the mark 
be too close for comfort 
be too close to call: seea close 
call 
close ranks 
close up shop 
Close your eyes and think of 
England. 
Close, but no cigar. 
close/dear to sb's heart 
close/near at hand 
close/shut the door on sth 
close/shut your eyes to sth 
keep/play your cards close to 
your chest 
sail close to the wind 
sail close to the wind 
CLOSED 
be a closed book 
behind closed doors 
closed-door: see behind closed 
doors 
sb could do sth with their eyes 
closed/shut 
CLOSET 
askeleton in the/your closet 
come out of the closet 
in the closet: see come out of 
the closet 
CLOSING 
closing/shutting the stable 
door after the horse has 
bolted 
CLOTH 
aman of the cloth 
be cut from the same cloth 
cloth ears 
cut your cloth according to 
your means 
cut your coat according to your 
cloth 
invent sth out of whole 
cloth 
make sth up out of whole 
cloth 
take the cloth 
CLOTHING 
a wolf in sheep's clothing 
CLOUD 
a cloud on the horizon 
beon cloud nine 
beundera cloud 
Every cloud has a silver 
lining. 
CLOUD-CUCKOO 
live in cloud-cuckoo land 
CLOUDS 
have your head in the 
clouds 


with your head in the clouds: 
see have your head in the 
clouds 
CLOVER 
be in clover 
CLUB 
be in the club 
bein the pudding club 
Join the club! 
Welcome to the club! 
CLUE 
not have a clue 
CLUTCH 
clutch/grasp at straws 
CLUTCHES 
be in sb’s clutches: see fall into 
Sb's clutches 
fall into sb's clutches 
COACH 
drive a coach and horses 
through sth 
COALFACE 
at the coalface 
COALS 
carry/take coals to Newcastle 
drag/haul sb over the coals 
rake over the coals 
COAST 
coast-to-coast: see (from) coast 
to coast 
(from) coast to coast 
the coast is clear 
COASTER 
aroller coaster 
COAT 
cut your coat according to your 
cloth 
on sb's coat-tails 
COATS 
the men in white coats 
COBWEBS 
blow away the cobwebs 
COCK 
a cock-and-bull story 
cock a snook 
the cock of the walk 
COCKLES 
warm the cockles of your 
heart 
COFFEE 
a coffee table book 
Wake up and smell the 
coffee! 
COFFIN 
another nail in the coffin 
the final nail in the coffin 
coG 
acog in the machine/wheel 
COIL 
shuffle off this mortal coil 
COIN 
be different/opposite sides of 
the same coin 
be two sides of the same coin 
pay sb back in their own coin 
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the other side of the coin 
to coin a phrase 
COINING 
be coining it 
be coining money 
COLD 
a cold fish 
a cold snap 
beas cold as ice 
be cold comfort 
be cold enough to freeze the 
balls off a brass monkey: see 
brass monkey weather 
blow hot and cold 
bring sb in from the cold: see 
come in from the cold 
catch sb cold 
cold cash 
cold-shoulder sb: see give sb 
the cold shoulder 
cold turkey 
cold-turkey: see cold turkey 
come in from the cold 
feel/go hot and cold (all over) 
get cold feet 
give sb the cold shoulder 
if sb/sth catches a cold, sb/sth 
gets pneumonia 
in a (cold) sweat 
in cold blood 
in the cold light of day 
leave sb cold 
leave sb out in the cold 
make sb's blood run cold 
pour/throw cold water on sth 
sb's blood runs cold: see make 
sb's blood run cold 
take a cold shower 
when sb/sth sneezes, sb/sth 
catches a cold 
You'll catch your death (of 
cold)! 
COLLAR 
hot under the collar 
COLLISION 
beona collision course 
put/set sb on a collision 
course: see be on a collision 
course 
COLONEL 
a Colonel Blimp 
COLOR see also COLOUR 
a horse of another/a different 
color 
COLORS see a/so COLOURS 
come through/pass with 
flying colors 
COLOUR 
see the colour of sb's money 
COLOURS 
come through/pass with 
flying colours 
nail your colours to the 
mast 
sail under false colours 


COME 


see sb in their true colours: 
see show sb in their true 
colours 
see sb's true colours: see show 
sb in their true colours 
show sb in their true colours 
show your true colours: see 
show sb in their true 
colours 
COMB 
with a fine-tooth comb 
COME see a/so CAME, 
COMING, COMES 
be as [crazy/rich etc.] as they 
come 
be/come down on sb like a ton 
of bricks 
be/come up against a brick 
wall 


chickens come home to roost 

come a cropper 

come a gutser 

Come again? 

come (back) down to earth 
(with a bang/bump/jolt) 

come back from the dead 

come clean 

come down the pike 

come face to face with sb 

come face to face with sth 

come hell or high water 

come home to roost: see 
chickens come home to roost 

come home to sb: see bring sth 
home to sb 

come in for [a lot of/some etc.] 
stick 

come in from the cold 

come into full play: see 
allow/give sth full play 

come into your/its own 

come of age 

come off second best 

come on like gangbusters 

come on strong 

come one, come all 

come out fighting 

come out in the wash 

come out of the closet 

come out of your shell 

come out swinging 

come out/up smelling like 
roses 

come out/up smelling of 
roses 

(come) rain or shine 

come the raw prawn 

come through/pass with 
flying colors 

come to a full stop 

come to a head 

come toa sticky end 

come to blows 

come to grief 

come to heel 


COMES 


come to light: see bring sth to 
light 

come to terms with sth 

come to the [bargaining/peace 
etc.] table: see bring sb to the 
[bargaining/peace etc.] table 

come to your senses 

come under fire 

come unglued 

come unstuck 

come up with the goods 

come up/turn up trumps 

come what may 

come within a whisker of 
sth/doing sth 

come within an ace of 
sth/doing sth 

come within an inch of doing 
sth 

come/crawl out of the 
woodwork 
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the curtain comes down on 
sth 
when your ship comes in 
COMEUPPANCE 
get your comeuppance 
COMFORT see a/so COMFORTS 
be cold comfort 
be too close for comfort 
COMFORTER 
a Job's comforter 
COMFORTS 
creature comforts 
COMING 
be coming/falling apart at the 
seams 
Everything's coming up 
roses, 
had it coming 
have sth coming out of your 
ears 
If sb thinks sth, they've got 


come/get (down) off your high .-^ another thing/think coming! 


horse: see climb/get on your 
high horse 

come/get to grips with sth 

come/go along for the ride 

come/go cap in hand 
come/go down in the world 
come/go hat in hand 
come/go under the hammer 
come/go up in the world: see 
come/go down in the world 
come/go with the territory 
come/go/turn full circle 
come/spring to mind 

easy come, easy go 

First come, first served. 

have come a long way 

T'll/ We'll cross that bridge 
when I/we come to it. 

If Mohammed will not go to 
the mountain, the mountain 
must come to Mohammed. 

It'll all come out in the wash. 

not come amiss 

not come up to scratch: see not 
be up to scratch 

the shape of things to come 

The wheel has come/turned 
full circle.: see come/go/turn 
full circle 

things have come to/reached a 
pretty pass 

until the cows come home 

COMES 

as it comes 

if the worst comes to the 
worst 

if worst comes to worst 

if/when it comes to the 
crunch 

if/when push comes to shove 

Pride comes before a fall. 

take each day as it comes 

take sth as it comes 


not be backward in coming 
forward 
not know if/whether you are 
coming or going 
see it coming 
What's the world coming to? 
COMINGS 
the comings and goings 
COMMAS 
in inverted commas 
COMMIT 
commit sth to memory 
COMMON 
as common as muck 
common ground 
common-or-garden 
make common cause with sb 
the common touch 
the lowest common 
denominator 
COMPANY 
be in good company 
Misery loves company. 
present company excepted 
present company excluded 
two's company (three's a 


pale by/in comparison 
COMPLIMENT 

a back-handed compliment 

aleft-handed compliment 

return the compliment 
COMPLIMENTS 

fish for compliments 
COMPOS 

be compos mentis 
CONCLUSION 

a foregone conclusion 
CONCLUSIONS 

jump to conclusions 


CONCRETE 
beset in concrete 
CONDITION 
bein mint condition 
CONJURE 
aname to conjure with 
CONNIPTION 
have a conniption fit 
CONQUER 
divide and conquer/rule 
CONS 
the pros and cons 
CONSCIENCE 
prick sb's conscience 
CONSPICUOUS 
be conspicuous by your 
absence 
CONTEMPLATE 
gaze at/contemplate your 
navel 
CONTEMPT 
Familiarity breeds 
contempt. 
CONTENT 
to your heart's content 
CONTENTION 
a bone of contention 
CONTRADICTION 
acontradiction in terms 
CONTRARY 
contrary to popular 
belief/opinion 
CONVENTIONAL 
the conventional/received 
wisdom 
CONVERSATION 
a conversation piece 
CONVERTED 
preach to the converted 
CONVICTIONS 
have the courage of your 
convictions 
coo 
bill and coo 
COOK see also COOKED, 
COOKING 
be chief cook and bottle 
washer 
cook sb's goose 
cook the books 
COOKED 
be cooked/done to a turn 
COOKIE 
asmart cookie 
atough cookie 
cookie-cutter 
That's the way the cookie 
crumbles. 
COOKING 
be cooking on gas 
be cooking with gas 
What's cooking? 
COOKS see also COOKS 
Too many cooks (spoil the 
broth). 


COOL 
a cool customer 
a cool head 
be as cool as a cucumber 
Cool it! 
cool your heels 
keep your cool 
lose your cool 
play it cool 
COOP 
fly the coop 
cooT 
be as bald as a coot 
COP 
catch/cop/get some Z's 
cop a feel 
copa plea 
cop it sweet 
It's a fair cop. 
not be much cop 
COPPER-BOTTOMED 
copper-bottomed 
COPY 
acarbon copy 
COPYBOOK 
blot your copybook 
CORD 
cut the (umbilical) cord 
CORE 
be rotten to the core 
tothe core 
CORNER 
around the corner 
be backed into a corner 
be in a tight corner/spot 
corner the market 
fight your corner 
have sb in your corner 
paint yourself into a corner 
turn the corner 
CORNERS 
cut corners 
the four corners of the 
earth/world 
CORPS 
esprit de corps 
CORRECT 
politically correct 
CORRIDORS 
the corridors of power 
COST 
and hang the cost/expense 
cost (sb) a pretty penny 
cost (sb) an arm anda leg 
cost sb dear 
count the cost 
costs 
at all costs 
COTTON 
Bless her/his cotton socks. 
wrap sb up in cotton wool 
COTTON-PICKING 
cotton-picking 
COUCH 
a couch potato 
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the casting couch 
COULD 
Icould eat a horse. 
Icould murder sth. 
You could've fooled me. 
COUNSEL 
keep your own counsel 
COUNT 
be out for the count 
can count sth on the fingers of 
one hand 
count the cost 
count your blessings 
Don't count your chickens 
(before they're hatched). 
COUNTED 
stand up and be counted 
COUNTER 
a bargaining counter 
a bean counter 
over the counter 
over-the-counter: see over the 
counter 
under the counter 
COUNTRY 
gotothe country 
It's a free country! 
the old country 
COUPLE 
bea couple of sandwiches 
short of a picnic: see be one 
sandwich short of a picnic 
ina couple of shakes 
COURAGE 
Dutch courage 
have the courage of your 
convictions 
Screw up your courage 
COURSE 
asa matter of course 
beona collision course 
beon course for sth 
beon course to do sth 
be par for the course 
in due course 
let nature take its course 
put/set sb on a collision 
course: see be on a collision 


Horses for courses. 
COURT 

a kangaroo court 

get/have your day in court 

hold court 

laugh sth/sb out of court 

put the ball in sb's court: see 

the ball is in sb's court 

the ball is in sb's court 
COUSIN 

a kissing cousin 
COVENTRY 

send sb to Coventry 


CRASHING 


COVER 


blow sb's cover 

cover all the bases 

cover the waterfront 

cover your ass 

cover your back 

cover your tracks 

cover/hide a multitude of 
sins 

You can't judge a book by its 
cover. 


cow 


acash cow 
asacred cow 
haveacow 


cows 


until the cows come home 


CRACK 


a hard/tough nut to crack 

atthe crack of dawn 

crack a book 

crack a smile 

crack the whip 

get a crack at sth: see 
have/take a crack at sth 

get/have a fair crack of the 
whip: see give sb a fair crack 
of the whip 

give sb a fair crack of the 
whip 

have/take a crack at sth 

use a sledgehammer to crack 
anut 


CRACKED 


not be all it’s cracked up to be 


CRACKING 


fall/slip through the cracks 
paper/smooth over the cracks 


CRADLE 


acradle-robber 

acradle-snatcher 

cradle-snatching: see a cradle- 
snatcher 

from the cradle to the grave 

rob the cradle: see a cradle- 
robber 

The hand that rocks the cradle 
(rules the world). 


CRAMP 


cramp sb's style 


CRANNIES 


nooks and crannies: see every 
nook and cranny 


CRANNY 


every nook and cranny 


CRAP 


be full of crap/shit 
Cut the crap! 


CRASH 


crash and burn 


CRASHING 


your whole world came 
crashing down around you 


CRAW 


CRAW 
stick in your craw 
CRAWL 
a pub crawl 
come/crawl out of the 
woodwork 
make sb's flesh crawl/creep 
make sb's skin crawl 
CRAZY 
like crazy 
CREAM 
like the cat that got the cream 
the cream of the crop 
CREATE 
cause/create a stir 
CREATURE 
creature comforts 
CREDIBILITY 
a credibility gap 
CREEK 
be up shit creek (without a 
paddle) 
be up the creek (without a 
paddle) 
CREEP 
make sb's flesh crawl/creep 
CREEPS 
give sb the creeps/willies 
CREST 
beon the crest of a wave 
ride the crest of a wave: see be 
on the crest of a wave 
CRICKET 
It's/That's (just) not 
cricket! 
CRIME 
Crime doesn't pay. 
partners in crime 
CRISP 
be burned toa crisp 
beburnttoa crisp 
CROCK 
bea crock of shit 
CROCODILE 
shed/weep crocodile tears 
CROOK 
by hook or by crook 
CROP 
the cream of the crop 
CROPPER 
come a cropper 
CROSS 
a cross (sb has) to bear 
across (sb has) to carry 
at cross-purposes 
Cross my heart (and hope to 
die). 
cross sb's path 
cross swords with sb 
cross the line 
cross the Rubicon 
cross your fingers 
cross your mind 
dot the/your i's and cross 
the/your t's 
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Everyone has their cross to 
bear: see a cross (sb has) to 
bear 

T'll/ We'll cross that bridge 
when I/we come to it. 

sb’s paths cross 

CROSSED 
fingers crossed: see cross your 
fingers 
get your lines/ wires crossed 
keep your fingers crossed 
CROSSFIRE 

be caught in the crossfire 
CROW see a/so CROWS 

as the crow flies 

eat crow 
CROWD 

acrowd-puller 

two's company (three’s a 
crowd) 

CROWN 

the jewel in the crown 

to cap/crown/top it all 
CROWS 

beup with the crows 

Stone the crows! 
CRUEL 

You have to be cruel to be 
kind. 

CRUMBLES 

That's the way the cookie 

crumbles. 
CRUMPET 

the thinking man's/ woman's 

crumpet 
CRUNCH 
if/when it comes to the 
crunch 
CRUNCHER 
anumber cruncher 
CRUNCHING 
number crunching: seea 
number cruncher 
CRUST 
the upper crust 
CRY see also CRYING 
acry-baby 

a hue and cry 

a shoulder to cry on 

ask/cry for the moon 

be a far cry from sth 

be in full cry 

cry like a baby 

cry wolf 

cry your eyes out 

cry/sob your heart out 

not know whether to laugh or 
cry 

CRYING 

a voice crying in the 
wilderness 

For crying out loud! 

It'sacrying shame! 

It's no good/use crying over 
spilt milk. 


There's no point crying over 
spilt milk. 
CRYSTAL 
be as clear as crystal 
crystal clear: see be as clear as 
crystal 
CUCUMBER 
be as cool as a cucumber 
CUD 
chew the cud 
CUDGELS 
take up the cudgels against 
sb/sth: see take up the 
cudgels for sb/sth 
take up the cudgels for sb/sth 
take up the cudgels on behalf 
of sb/sth 


CUP see also CUPS 
not be sb's cup of tea 
There's many a slip twixt cup 
and lip. 
CUPBOARD 
askeleton in the/your 
cupboard 
cupboard love 
CUPS 
bein your cups 
CURATE 
acurate's egg 
CURB-CRAWLER 
a curb-crawler: see a kerb- 
crawler 
CURB-CRAWLING 
curb-crawling: see a kerb- 
crawler 


sb's blood curdles: see make 
sb’s blood run cold 
CURE 
An ounce of prevention is 
worth a pound of cure. 
killorcure 
Prevention is better than 
cure. 
CURIOSITY 
Curiosity killed the cat. 
CURL 
curl sb's hair 
curl sb's toes 
curl your lip 
make sb's hair curl 
make sb's toes curl 
want to curl up and die 
CURLIES 
have sb by the short and 
curlies 
CURRY 
curry favour 
CURTAIN 
the curtain comes down on sth 


the curtain falls on sth 
the final curtain 
CURTAINS 
it's curtains 
CURVE 
throw (sb) a curve (ball) 
CUSHION 
cushion/soften the blow 
cuss 
not give a tinker’s cuss 
CUSTOMER 
a cool customer 
an awkward customer 
CUT see also CUTTING 
bea cut above sth/sb 
be cut from the same cloth 
becut to the bone 
can't cut it 
can't cut the mustard 
cuta dash 
cuta deal 
cut a fine figure 
cutarug 
cut a swath/swathe through 
sth 
cutan 
[interesting/ridiculous/unus 
ual etc.] figure 
cut-and-dried 
cut and run 
cut both/two ways 
cut corners 
cut it/things fine 
cut loose 
cut loose sb/sth: see cut loose 
cut no ice with sb 
cut off your nose to spite your 
face 
cut sb dead 
cut sb down to size 
cut sb some slack 
cut sb to the quick 
Cut the crap! 
cut the Gordian knot: see a 
Gordian knot 
cut the ground from under 
sb/sb's feet 
cut the (umbilical) cord 
cut to the chase 
cut up rough 
cut your cloth according to 
your means 
cut your coat according to your 
cloth 
cut your eye teeth 
cut your losses 
cut your own throat 
cut your teeth 
cut/go through sth like a (hot) 
knife through butter 
Fish or cut bait. 
have your work cut out (for 
you) 
like a chicken with its head 
cut off 
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the cut and thrust of sth 

to cut along story short 

you could cut the atmosphere 

with a knife 

CUTE 

be as cute as a button 
CUTTING 

at/on the cutting edge 
CYLINDERS 

be firing on all cylinders 


DAGGERS 
be at daggers drawn 
look daggers at sb 
DAISIES 
be pushing up (the) daisies 
DAISY 
be as fresh as a daisy 
DALE 
up hill and down dale 
DAM 
be water over the dam 
DAMASCUS 
your road to Damascus 
DAMN 
damn sb/sth with faint 
praise 
not give a damn 
not give a tinker's damn 
DAMNED 
be damned if you do and 
damned if you don't 
DAMOCLES 
asword of Damocles hangs 
over sb 
asword of Damocles hangs 
over sb's head 
DAMP 
a damp squib 
DAMPENER 
put a damper/dampener on 
sth 
DAMPER 
put a damper/dampener on 
sth 


DANCE 
asong and dance 
dance to sb's tune 
lead sb a (merry) dance 
make a song and dance about 
sth/doing sth 
DANGEROUS 
on dangerous ground 
DARK 
adark horse 
ashot in the dark 
beinthe dark 
be whistling in the dark 
dark-horse: see a dark horse 
keep sth dark 


DAY 


keep/leave sb in the dark: see 
beinthe dark 
DARKEN 
never darken your door again 
DARKEST 
The darkest hour is just 
before the dawn. 


a heavy date 
be past your sell-by date 
DAUNTED 
nothing daunted 
DAWN 
afalse dawn 
atthe crack of dawn 
The darkest hour is just 
before the dawn. 
DAWNS 
light dawns 
DAY see also DAYS 
ablack day 
anine/one/seven-day wonder 
arainy day fund: see save (sth) 
for a rainy day 
ared-letter day 
An apple a day keeps the 
doctor away. 
at all hours (of the day and 
night) 
at the end of the day 
be all in a day's work 
be as clear/plain as day 
be as honest as the day (is 
long) 
be the order of the day 
call ita day 
carry the day 
day in and day out 
day in, day out 
day-to-day 
Don’t give up the day job! 
Every dog has its day. 
get/have your day in court 
have a bad hair day 
have a field day 
have had its/your day 
in the cold light of day 
in this day andage 
late in the day 
live to fight another day 
make sb's day 
name the day 
not give sb the time of day 
pass the time of day 
Rome wasn't built in a day. 
save (sth) fora rainy day 
save the day 
see the light (of day) 
seize the day 
take each day as it comes 
take it one day at a time 
That'll be the day! 


DAYLIGHT 


the day of reckoning 
Tomorrow's another day. 
win the day 
DAYLIGHT 
daylight robbery 
in broad daylight 
DAYLIGHTS 
beat/knock the (living) 
daylights out of sb 
frighten/scare the (living) 
daylights out of sb 
DAYS 
have seen better days 
I've never [felt/heard/seen 
etc.] sth in all my (born) days! 
it's early days (vet) 
sb’s/sth’s days are numbered 
Sb's/sth's glory days 
the dog days 
the good old days 
the halcyon days 
Those were the days! 
your salad days 
DEAD 
a dead duck 
a dead end 
a dead letter 
a dead weight 
bea dead cert 
bea dead loss 
bea dead ringer for sb/sth 
beas dead as a dodo 
beas dead as a doornail 
be brain dead 
be dead and buried 
be dead from the neck up 
be dead from the waist down 
be dead in the water 
be dead meat 
be dead on your feet 
be dead to the world 
bethe dead spit of sb 
beat a dead horse 
catch/have sb dead to rights 
come back from the dead 
cut sb dead 
dead-end: see a dead end 
Dead men tell no tales. 
dead wood 
Drop dead! 
flog a dead horse 
inthe dead of night/winter 
knock them/'em dead 
over my dead body 
rise from the dead 
the dead hand of sth 
wouldn't be caught/seen dead 
DEAF 
beasdeafasa 
doorknob/doornail 
be as deaf asa post 
fallon deaf ears 
turn a deaf ear 
DEAL 
a big deal 
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a done deal 

a sweet deal 

Big deal! 

cuta deal 

get a raw deal 

What’s the deal? 

wheel and deal: see wheeling 

and dealing 

DEALING 

wheeling and dealing 
DEAR 


a Dear John letter 
close/dear to sb's heart 
cost sb dear 
hang/hold on (to sth/sb) for 
dear life 
DEAREST 
your nearest and dearest 
DEATH 
a death blow 
a death trap 
aliving death 
a matter of life and/or death 
bea fate worse than death 
beat death's door 
be bored to death/tears 
be done to death 
be frightened/scared to death: 
see frighten/scare sb to death 
be sick to death of sth/doing 
sth 
be tickled pink/to death 
beat sth to death 
bore sb to death/tears: see be 
bored to death/tears 
dice with death 
diea death 
diea natural death 
flog sth to death 
frighten/scare sb to death 
hang/hold on like grim death 
like death (warmed over) 
like death (warmed up) 
on/under pain of death 
sign sth's death warrant: see 
sign your own death 
warrant 
sign your own death warrant 
sound/toll the death knell 
the death knell: see sound/toll 
the death knell 
the kiss of death 
to death 
You'll catch your death (of 
cold)! 
DECK see also DECKS 
all hands on deck 
be one card/several cards 
short of a full deck 
hit the deck/dirt 
on deck 
stack the deck 
DECKCHAIRS 
be like rearranging the 
deckchairs on the Titanic 


DECKS 
clear the decks 
DEEP 
be in deep water 
be in deep/the shit 
be in too deep 
Beauty is only skin deep. 
between the devil and the deep 
blue sea 
deep down 
deep pockets 
deep-six sb/sth 
dig deep 
get into deep water: see be in 
deep water 
go off the deep end 
go/run deep 
jump in at the deep end: see 
throw sb in at the deep end 
still waters run deep 
throw sb in at the deep end 
DEER 
be like a deer/rabbit caught in 
the headlights 
DEGREE 
the third degree 
to the nth degree 
DELIGHT 
be in a transport of 
delight/joy 
DELIVER 
deliver the goods 
DELIVERED 
signed, sealed and delivered 
DELUSIONS 
delusions of grandeur 
DEMON 
the demon drink 
DEN 
beard sb in their den 
beard the lion in their den 
the lions’ den 
DENOMINATOR 
the lowest common 
denominator 
DENT 
make a dent in sth 
put a dent in sth 
DEPART 
depart this life 
DEPARTMENT 


be sb's department: see not be 
sb's department 
not be sb's department 
DEPTH 
beoutof your depth 
DEPTHS 


plumb new depths: see plumb 
the depths 

plumb the depths 

sink to such depths 
DESERTS 

get your just deserts 
DESERVE 

deserve a medal 


DESERVES 
One good turn deserves 
another. 
DESIGN see also DESIGNS 
more by accident than (by) 
design 
(whether) by accident or 
design 
DESIGNATED 
a designated driver 
DESIGNS 
have designs on sb 
have designs on sth 
DESIRED 
leave a lot to be desired 
DETAILS 
the gory details 
DETERMINED 
be bound and determined 
DEVICES 
leave sb to their own devices 
DEVIL 
better the devil you know 
(than the devil you don't) 
between the devil and the deep 
blue sea 
devil-may-care 
give the devil his due 
Goto the devil! 
have the devil's own job doing 
sth/to do sth 
have the devil's own luck 
have the luck of the devil 
(let) the devil take the 
hindmost 
play devil’s advocate 
sell your soul (to the devil) 
speak/talk of the devil 
The devil finds work for idle 
hands. 
DIAMOND 
a diamond in the rough 
arough diamond 
DIARRHEA 


no dice 

the dice are loaded against sb 
DICK 

aclever dick 

Tom, Dick and/or Harry 
DIDDLY-SQUAT 

diddly-squat 
DIE 

as straight as a die 

be as straight as a die 

Cross my heart (and hope to 

die). 
die a death 
die a natural death 
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die hard 
die on the vine 
die with your boots on 
It’s do or die. 
Never say die. 
the die is cast 
to die for 
want to curl up and die 
DIE-HARD 
die-hard: see die hard 
DIFFER 
I beg to differ/disagree 
DIFFERENCE 
a world of difference 
make all the difference 
Same difference. 
DIFFERENT 
a horse of another/a different 
color 
a totally different ball game 
be another/a different kettle 
of fish 
be as different as chalk and 
cheese 
be cast in a different mould: 
see be cast in the same mould 
be different/opposite sides of 
the same coin 
(It's) different strokes for 
different folks. 
march to a different drummer 
march to a different tune 
try a different tack 
DIG 
dig deep 
dig the dirt 
dig up dirt 
dig your heels in 
dig your own grave 
dig yourself into a hole: see be 
inahole 
dig/dip into your pocket 
dig/get sb out of a hole: see be 
ina hole 
DIGGER 
a gold digger 
DIGNITY 
stand on your dignity 
DILEMMA 
be on the horns of a dilemma 
DIME 
bea dime a dozen 
nickel and dime sb 
not be worth a dime 
ona dime 
DINE 
wine and dine sb 
DINING 
wining and dining: see wine 
and dine sb 
DINKUM 
fair dinkum 
DINNER 
a dog's breakfast/dinner 
be done like a (dog's) dinner 


DISTANCE 


done up/dressed up like a 
dog's dinner 
DINNERS 
have [done/seen/had etc.] 
more sth than sb has had hot 
dinners 
DIP 
dig/dip into your pocket 
DIPLOMACY 
gunboat diplomacy 
shuttle diplomacy 
DIRE 
be in dire straits 
DIRT 
dig the dirt 
dig up dirt 
dirt cheap 
dirt-poor 
dish the dirt 
do sb dirt 
hit the deck/dirt 
hit/strike pay dirt 
rub sb’s nose in the dirt 
treat sb like dirt 
DIRTY 
a dirty old man 
a dirty trick 
a dirty weekend 
a dirty word 
air your dirty laundry/linen 
in public 
dirty your hands 
do sb's dirty work 
do the dirty on sb 
get your hands dirty 
give/shoot sb a dirty look 


wash your dirty 
laundry/linen in public 
DISAGREE 
I beg to differ/disagree 
DISAPPEAR 
disappear/vanish into thin 
air: see out of thin air 
disappear/vanish off the face 
of the earth 
DISASTER 
a disaster area 
DISCRETION 
be the soul of discretion 
Discretion is the better part of 
valor. 
Discretion is the better part of 
valour. 
DISGUISE 
bea blessing in disguise 
DISH 
dish the dirt 
DISHWATER 
be as dull as 
dishwater/ditchwater 
DISTANCE 
go the (full) distance 
in/within spitting distance 


DISTRACTION 


in/within striking distance 
DISTRACTION 

drive sb to distraction 
DISTRICT 

the red-light district 
DITCHWATER 

beas dullas 

dishwater/ditchwater 

DIVIDE 

divide and conquer/rule 


divide-and-conquer/rule: see 


divide and conquer/rule 
DIVIDENDS 
pay dividends 
DIVINE 
Toerr is human, (to forgive, 
divine). 
DIVING 
ducking and diving 
DIXIE 
be whistling Dixie 
DO see a/so DOING, DONE 
arum do 
be damned if you do and 
damned if you don't 
do a double take 
do a job on sb/sth 
do a land-office business 
do a moonlight flit 
doa number on sb 
doaroaring business 
doaroaring trade 
do (double) duty as/for sth 
Do mea favour! 
do me/us a favour 
do-or-die: see It's do or die. 
do sb a power of good 
do sb dirt 
do sb proud 
do sb the world of good 
do sb's bidding 
do sb's dirty work 
do sb's head in 
do sth by the book 
do the business 
do the dirty on sb 
do the honors: see do the 
honours 
do the honours 
do the job 
do the rounds 
do the trick 
do time 
Do you mind! 
do your homework 
do your level best 
do your nut 
do your own thing 
do your stuff 
do yourself a favour 
do yourself a mischief 
do/make (all) the running 
it's all (that) sb can do to do 
sth 
It's do or die. 
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make do 
not do sb any favor: see not do 
sbany favours 
not do sb any favours 
When in Rome (do as the 
Romans do). 
DOCTOR 
aspin doctor 
An apple a day keeps the 
doctor away. 
be just what the doctor 
ordered 
DODO 
beas dead as a dodo 
DOG see also DOGS 
a dog and pony show 
a dog in the manger 
a dog's breakfast/dinner 
a hot dog: see hot dog 
ashaggy dog story 
beassick asa dog 
be done like a (dog's) dinner 
belikea dog with two tails 
dog eat dog 
dog-eat-dog: see dog eat dog 
dog-in-the-manger: see a dog 
inthe manger 
dog-tired 
done up/dressed up like a 
dog's dinner 
Every dog has its day. 
fight like cat and dog 
go to see a man about a dog 
hot dog 
Hot dog! 
It's a dog's life. 
not have a dog's chance 
putonthe dog 
the dog days 
the hair of the dog (that bit 
you) 
the tail wagging the dog 
the top dog 
There's life in the old dog yet. 
Why keep a dog and bark 
yourself? 
work like a dog/trojan 
You can't teach an old dog new 
tricks. 
DOGGO 
lie doggo 
DOGHOUSE 
be in the doghouse 
DOGS 
call off the dogs 
fight like cats and dogs: see 
fight like cat and dog 
go to the dogs 
It’s raining cats and dogs! 
let sleeping dogs lie 
throw sb to the dogs 
DOING 
Nothing doing. 
the left hand doesn’t know 
what the right hand is doing 


DOLDRUMS 
be in the doldrums 
outof the doldrums: see be in 
the doldrums 
DOLLAR 
be as sound as a dollar 
pay top dollar 
the pink dollar 
you can bet your life/your 
bottom dollar 
DOLLARS 
dollars-and-cents 
dollars to donuts/doughnuts 
look/feel (like) a million 
dollars 
DOMINO 
a domino effect 
DON'T 
be damned if you do and 
damned if you don’t 
Don't count your chickens 
(before they're hatched). 
Don't give me that! 
Don't give up the day job! 
Don't take any wooden 
nickels. 
I don't need this! 
DON'TS 
dos and don'ts 
DONE 
a done deal 
beall done in 
be cooked/done to a turn 
be done in 
be done like a (dog's) dinner 
be done to death 
be over and done with: see get 
sth over and done with 
done up/dressed up like a 
dog's dinner 
easier said than done 
get sth over and done with 
No sooner said than done. 
the done thing 
when all is said and done 
DONE-BY 
feel hard done-by 
DONKEY 
can talk the hind leg(s) off a 
donkey 
donkey work 
donkey's years 
DONUTS 
dollars to donuts/doughnuts 
DOOM 
amerchant of doom 
a prophet of doom 
doom and gloom 
DOOR see also DOORS 
arevolving door 
beat death's door 
beat a path to sb's door 
by/through the back door 
close/shut the door on sth 


closing/shutting the stable 
door after the horse has 
bolted 
geta leg in the door 
get a/your foot in the door 
give sb a foot in the door: see 
get a/your foot in the door 
keep the wolf from the door 
lay sth at sb's door 
never darken your door again 
open the door to sth 
push at an open door 
show sb the door 
DOORKNOB 
be as deaf asa 
doorknob/doornail 
DOORNAIL 
be as dead as a doornail 
be as deafasa 
doorknob/doornail 
DOORS 
behind closed doors 
open (new) doors 


DOORSTEP 
on sb’s doorstep 


give sb a dose/taste of their 
own medicine 

go through sb/sth like a dose 
of salts 


dot the/your i's and cross 
the/your t's 
from/since the year dot 
on the dot 
DOTTED 
signon the dotted line 
DOUBLE 
a double bind 
a double whammy 
at the double 
do a double take 
do (double) duty as/for sth 
double-dip: see double- 
dipping 
double-dipping 
double Dutch 
double-speak: see double-talk 
double-talk 
on the double 
DOUBT 
beyond/without a shadow of a 
doubt 
give sb the benefit of the 
doubt 
DOUBTING 
a doubting Thomas 
DOUGHNUTS 
dollars to donuts/doughnuts 
DOWN 
a down and out 
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a down-and-outer 
be down in the dumps 
be down in the mouth 
be down on your luck 
be (down) on your uppers 
be (right) down sb's alley 
be up and down 
deep down 
down-and-dirty 
down-and-out: see a down and 
out 
down-at-heel 
down-at-the-heel: see down-at- 
heel 
down-home 
down the drain 
down the gurgler 
Down the hatch! 
down the line 
down the pan 
down the pike 
down the road 
down the toilet 
down the tube/tubes 
down-to-earth 
down to the wire 
down tools 
Down Under 
have sth down pat: see learn 
sth off pat 
kick sb when they're down 
learn sth down pat 
DOWNER 
have a downer on sb 
DOWNHILL 
go downhill 
DOWNS 
ups and downs 
DOZEN 
a baker's dozen 
bea dime a dozen 
by the dozen 
nineteen/ten to the dozen 
six of one and half a dozen of 
the other 
DRABS 
in dribs and drabs 
DRAG 
drag sb's name through the 
mire/mud 
drag your feet/heels 
drag/haul sb over the 
coals 
the main drag 
DRAGGED 
look like something the cat 
brought/dragged in 
Look what the cat's dragged 
in! 
DRAGON 
chase the dragon 
DRAIN 
a brain drain 
down the drain 
laugh like a drain 


DRIFT 


DRAPE 
drape/wrap yourself in the 
flag 
DRAW 
be quick on the draw 
be slow on the draw: see be 
quick on the draw 
draw a blank 
draw a line under sth 
draw a veil over sth 
draw blood 
draw (sb's) fire 
draw the line 
draw the line at sth 
draw the short straw 
draw/pull in your horns 
draw/take a bead on sb/sth 
theluck of the draw 
DRAWER 
from/out of the top drawer 
sb's bottom drawer 
DRAWING 
adrawing card 
back to the drawing board 
DRAWN 
beat daggers drawn 
the battle lines are drawn 
DREAD 
Idread/shudder to think 
DREADED 
the dreaded lurgy 
DREAM 
a dream ticket 
a pipe dream 
a wet dream 
be/live in a dream world 
Dream on! 
likea dream 
wouldn't dream of doing sth 
DREAMS 
beyond your wildest dreams 
In your dreams! 
not in my wildest dreams 
the man/woman/sth of your 
dreams 
DRESSED 
be all dressed up and/with 
nowhere to go 
be dressed to kill 
be dressed up to the nines 
done up/dressed up like a 
dog's dinner 
First in, best dressed. 
mutton dressed (up) as 


catch sb's/the drift 

drift with the tide 

get sb's/the drift 

if you catch/get my drift: see 
get sb's/the drift 

if you catch/get the drift: see 
get sb's/the drift 


DRINK 


DRINK 
be meat and drink to sb 
can't hold their drink/liquor 
drink like a fish 
drink sb under the table 
drive sb to drink 
the demon drink 
You can lead a horse to water 
(but you can't make him/it 
drink). 
DRIVE 
drive a coach and horses 
through sth 
drive a hard bargain 
drive a wedge between sb 
drive sb to distraction 
drive sb to drink 
drive sb up the wall 
drive/hammer sth home 
drive/run/work yourself into 
the ground 
drive/send sb round the bend 
drive/send sb round the twist 
push/drive sb over the edge 
DRIVEN 
beas pure as the driven snow 
DRIVER 
a backseat driver 
a designated driver 
be in the driver's seat 
DRIVING 
be in the driving seat 
DROP 
a drop in the bucket 
a drop in the ocean 
at the drop of a hat 
drop a bomb 
drop a bombshell 
drop a clanger 
drop-dead 
Drop dead! 
drop everything 
drop sb a line 
drop sb/sth like a hot 
brick/potato 
drop the ball 
drop/fall into your lap 
drop/lower your guard 
fit/ready to drop 
wait for the other shoe to 
drop 
You could have heard a pin 
drop. 
DROPPING 
be dropping like flies 
DROPS 
the bottom drops/falls out of 
the market 
the penny drops 
DROWN 
drown your sorrows 
DROWNED 
look like a drowned rat 
DRUGS 
smart drugs 
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DRUM 
bang/beat the drum 
DRUMMER 
march to a different drummer 
DRUNK 
as drunk as a lord/skunk 
DRY 
adryrun 
beasdry asa bone 
beas dry asa bone 
beas interesting as watching 
paint dry 
be bone dry 
be home and dry 
be like watching paint dry 
bleed sb dry 
keep your powder dry 
leave sb high and dry 
There wasn't a dry eye in the 
house. 
DUCK see a/so DUCKS 
a dead duck 
a lame duck 
asitting duck 
be duck soup 
be (like) water off a duck’s 
back 
take to sth like a duck to 
water 
DUCKING 
ducking and diving 
DUCKLING 
an ugly duckling 
DUCKS 
get your ducks in a row 
DUDGEON 
in high dudgeon 
DUE 
give sb their due 
give the devil his due 
in due course 
DUES 
pay your dues 


All work and no play (makes 
Jack a dull boy). 

be as dull as 
dishwater/ditchwater 


be down in the dumps 
DUST 

bite the dust 

gather dust 

like gold dust 

not see sb for dust 

the dust settles 
DUTCH 

a Dutch treat 

double Dutch 

Dutch courage 

go Dutch 


DUTY 
be duty bound to do sth 
do (double) duty as/for sth 
in the line of duty 


each to his/her own 
live in each other's pockets 
take each day as it comes 
to each his/her own 
EAGER 
aneager beaver 
EAGLE 
an eagle eye: see watch sb/sth 
with an eagle eye 
eagle-eyed: see watch sb/sth 
with an eagle eye 
watch sb/sth with an eagle eye 
watch sb/sth with eagle eyes 
EAR see also EARS 
atinear 
beeasy on the ear 
beouton your ear 
bend sb's ear 
can do sth on their ear 
go in one ear and out the other 
grin/smile from ear to ear 
havea word in sb's ear 
havean ear for sth 
have half an ear on sth 
have sb's ear 
keep an/your ear to the 
ground 
lendanear 
listen with half an ear: see 
have half an ear on sth 
make a pig's ear of sth/doing 
th 


E 

play it by ear 

send sb away with a flea in 
their ear 

turn a deaf ear 

You can't make a silk purse 
out of a sow's ear. 


anearly bath 
anearly bird 
bright and early 
it's early days (yet) 
like turkeys voting for (an 
early) Christmas 
The early bird catches the 
worm. 
EARN 
earn your stripes 
earn/get brownie points 
earn/win your spurs 
EARNED 
A penny saved is a penny 
earned. 
EARNER 
anice little earner 


EARS 

about/around sb's ears 

beallears 

be music to sb's ears 

be up to your 
ears/eyeballs/eyes in sth 

be wet behind the ears 

box sb's ears 

can't believe your ears 

cloth ears 

fallon deaf ears 

have big ears 

have nothing between 
the/your ears 

have sth coming out of your 
ears 

pin back your ears 

prick your ears up 

(sb's) ears are flapping 

Walls have ears. 

Were your ears burning?: see 
your ears must be burning 

your ears must be burning 

EARTH 


(a) hell on earth 

anearth mother 

be the salt of the earth 

bring sb (back) down to earth: 
see come (back) down to earth 
(with a bang/bump/jolt) 

come (back) down to earth 
(with a bang/bump/jolt) 

disappear/vanish off the face 
of the earth 

fall off the face of the earth 

go to earth 

go to the ends of the earth 

[hardly/scarcely etc.] earth- 
shattering 

like nothing on earth 

move heaven and earth 

promise (sb) the earth 

runsb to earth 

the earth moved 

the four corners of the 
earth/world 

thescum of the earth 


easier said than done 
EASY 
an easy/smooth ride: see a 
bumpy/rough ride 
bean easy mark 
be an easy/soft touch 
be as easy as abc 
be as easy as falling off a log 
be as easy as pie 
be as easy as rolling off a log 
be easy meat 
be easy on the ear 
be easy on the eye 
easy come, easy go 
Easy does it! 
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easy money 
free and easy 
goeasy 
go easy on sb 
It’s easy to be smart after the 
fact. 
It’s easy to be wise after the 
event, 
make easy meat of sth/sb: see 
be easy meat 
take iteasy 
Take it easy! 
EAT 
dog eat dog 
eat crow 
eat humble pie 
eat like a bird 
eat like a horse 
eat like a pig 
eat sb alive 
eat sb for breakfast 
eat sb out of house and home 
have to eat your words 
have your cake and eat it (too) 
Icould eat a horse. 
TIl eat my hat 
make sb eat their words: see 
have to eat your words 
sb, eat your heart out! 
EATING 
have sb eating out of the palm 
of your hand 
The proof of the pudding (is in 
the eating). 
what's eating sb? 
EBB 
alow ebb 
the ebb and flow 
ECHO 
cheer sb to the echo 
ECLIPSE 
be in eclipse 
ECONOMICAL 
be economical with the truth 
ECONOMY 
a false economy 
EDGE 
at/on the cutting edge 
be on edge 
be on the ragged edge 
have the edge on/over sb/sth 
keep sb on the edge of their 
chair 
keep sb on the edge of their 
seat 
live on the edge 
lose your edge 
push/drive sb over the edge 
put sb on edge: see be on edge 
take the edge off sth 
EDGES 
fray around/at the edges 
rough edges 
EDGEWAYS 
get a word in edgeways 


ELEVENTH 


EDGEWISE 
get a word in edgewise 
EDUCATED 
an educated guess 
EEL 
be as slippery as an eel 
EFFECT 
a domino effect 
a ripple effect 
asnowball effect 
the bandwagon effect: see 
get/jump/leap on the 
bandwagon 
EFFING 
effing and blinding 
EGG 
abadegg 
a chicken and egg situation 
acurate's egg 
a good egg 
a nest egg 
can't boil an egg 
have egg on your face 
kill the goose that lays the 
golden egg 
lay an egg 
EGGS 
as sure as eggs (are/is eggs) 
putall your eggs in one basket 
teach your grandmother to 
suck eggs 
You can’t make an omelette 
without breaking eggs. 
EGGSHELLS 
be walking/treading on 
eggshells 


be behind the eight ball 
ELBOW 
at sb’s elbow 
can’t tell your arse from your 
elbow 
elbow grease 
elbow room 
give sb the elbow 
More power to your elbow! 
not know your arse from your 
elbow 
ELBOWS 
rub elbows with sb 
ELDERS 
your elders and betters 
ELEMENT 
be in your element 
be out of your element 
ELEPHANT 
a white elephant 
have a memory like an 
elephant 
ELEVATOR 
elevator music 
ELEVENTH 
atthe eleventh hour 


ELSE 


eleventh-hour: see at the 
eleventh hour 
ELSE 
if all else fails 
EMBARRASSMENT 
an embarrassment of riches 
EMOTIONAL 
be tired and emotional 
EMPTY 
be running on empty 
empty nest syndrome 
Empty vessels make (the) 
most noise/sound. 
ENCHILADA 
the whole enchilada 
END see a/so ENDS 
adeadend 
ameans toan end 
anend in itself 
atthe end of the day 
be at a loose end 
be at the end of your rope 
be at the end of your tether 
be at your wits’ end 
be at/on the receiving end 
be on the wrong end of sth 
be the end of the line/road 
be the living end 
can't see beyond/past the end 
of your nose 
come to a sticky end 
[days/months/weeks etc.] on 
end 
end it all 
End of story. 
get (hold of) the wrong end of 
the stick 
get the short end of the stick 
get/have your end away 
go off the deep end 
hold/keep your end up 
It'll (all) end in tears. 
jump in at the deep end: see 
throw sb in at the deep end 
light at the end of the tunnel 
make sb's hair stand on end 
meet a sticky end 
noend 
no end of sth: see no end 
not be the end of the world 
quote, end quote 


reach the end of the line/road: 


see be the end of the 
line/road 

reach the end of your rope: 
see beat the end of your 
tether 

reach the end of your tether: 
see be at the end of your 
tether 

the beginning of the end 

the business end 

The end justifies the means. 

the sharp end 

the tail end of sth 
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the thin end of the wedge 
throw sb in at the deep end 
to the bitter end 
You'll never hear the end of it. 
END-ALL 
the be-all and end-all 
ENDS 
beat loose ends 
burn the candle at both ends 
goto the ends of the earth 
loose ends 
make (both) ends meet 
odds and ends 
play both ends against the 
middle 
ENEMIES 
With friends like that, who 
needs enemies? 
ENEMY 
be your own worst enemy 
I/You wouldn't wish sth on 
my/your worst enemy. 
public enemy number one 
ENGLAND 
Close your eyes and think of 
England. 
ENGLISHMAN 
An Englishman's home is his 
castle. 
ENOUGH 
be man enough to do sth 
Enough is as good as a feast. 
enough is enough 
Enough said. 
fair enough 
give sb enough rope (to hang 
themselves) 
have a lot/enough on your 
plate 
ENTER 
enter/get into the spirit of sth 
enter/join the fray 


all things being equal 


erronthe side of caution 
Toerr is human, (to forgive, 
divine). 
ERRAND 
a fool's errand 
ERROR 
see the error of your ways 
ESCAPE 
anarrow escape 
ESPRIT 
esprit de corps 
ESSENCE 
be of the essence 
ESTIMATE 
a ballpark estimate/figure 


EVEN 
break even 
Don't get mad, get even. 
even steven 
even stevens 
getan even break 
geteven 
give sb an even break: see get 
aneven break 
onan even keel 
EVENT 
It’s easy to be wise after the 
event. 
the happy event 
EVERY 


atevery turn 
Every cloud has a silver 
lining. 
Every dog has its day. 
every last man (of us/them) 
every man jack (of us/them) 
every nook and cranny 
every now and again/then 
every other 
every so often 
every time sb turns 
around/round 
every trick in the book 
every which way 
It's every man for himself. 
EVERYONE 
be on everyone’s lips 
everyone and his brother 
Everyone has their cross to 
bear.: see a cross (sb has) to 
bear 
EVERYTHING 
drop everything 
everything but the kitchen 
sink 
Everything in the garden is 
rosy. 
Everything's coming up 
roses. 
That beats everything! 
EVIDENCE 
turn king's/queen's 
evidence 
turn state's evidence 
EVIL 
alesser evil 
a necessary evil 
give sb the evil eye 
EVILS 
the lesser of two evils 
EXAMINED 
need your head 
examined/examining 
EXAMINING 
need your head 
examined/examining 
EXCELLENCE 
sb/sth par excellence 
EXCEPTED 
present company excepted 


EXCEPTION 
be the exception that proves 
therule 
EXCLUDED 
present company excluded 
EXHIBITION 
make an exhibition of 
yourself 
EXPEDITION 
a fishing expedition 
EXPENSE 
and hang the cost/expense 
no expense is spared 
no expense spared: see no 
expense is spared 
EXPERIENCE 
chalk sth up to experience 
put sth down to experience 
EXPLODE 
blow up/explode in sb's face 
EXTOLL 
extoll the virtues of sb/sth 
EXTRA 
gothe extra mile 
EXTRACURRICULAR 
extracurricular activity 
EYE see a/so EYES 
a bird's eye view 
aredeye 
a roving eye 
a worm's eye view 
an eagle eye: see watch sb/sth 
with an eagle eye 
An eye for an eye (and a tooth 
for a tooth). 
beeasy on theeye 
beinthe eye of thestorm 
be in the public eye 
be one in the eye for sb 
Beauty is in the eye of the 
beholder. 
cast/run your/an eye over sth 
catch sb's eye 
cut your eye teeth 
eye-catching: see catch sb's eye 
eye/mind candy 
get your eye in 
give sb the evil eye 
give sb the glad eye 
give your eye teeth for sth 
give your eye teeth to do sth 
have an eye for sth 
havean eye for/on the main 
chance 
have your beady eye on sth/sb 
have your eye on sth 
have/keep half an eye on sth/sb 
have/keep one eye on sth/sb 
Here's mud in your eye! 
inapig's eye 
inthe blink of an eye 
inthe twinkling of an eye 
in your mind's eye 
keep a weather eye on sth/sb 
keep an eye out for sb/sth 
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keep your eye in: see get your 
eyein 
keep your eye on the ball 
keep your/an eye on sth/sb 
look sb in the eye/eyes 
not bat an eye/eyelash/eyelid 
red eye 
see eye to eye 
take your eye off the ball: see 
keep your eye on the ball 
the apple of sb's eye 
There is more to sth/sb than 
meets the eye. 
There wasn't a dry eye in the 
house. 
turn a blind eye 
watch sb/sth with an eagle eye 
when sb was a (mere) twinkle 
in their father’s eye 
with an eye to sth 
with half an eye on sth/sb: see 
have/keep halfan eye on 
sth/sb 
with one eye on sth/sb: see 
have/keep one eye on sth/sb 
EYEBALL 
eyeball to eyeball 
eyeball-to-eyeball: see eyeball 
to eyeball 
EYEBALLS 
beup to your 
ears/eyeballs/eyes in sth 
EYEBROWS 
raise (a few) eyebrows 
raised eyebrows; see raise (a 
few) eyebrows 
EYEFUL 
get an eyeful 
EYELASH 
not bat an eye/eyelash/eyelid 
EYELID 
not bat an eye/eyelash/eyelid 
EYES 
all eyes are on sb/sth 
be a sight for sore eyes 
be all eyes 


can’t take/keep your eyes off 
sb/sth 

clap eyes on sb/sth 

Close your eyes and think of 
England. 

close/shut your eyes to sth 

couldn't believe your eyes 

cry your eyes out 

dollar signs in sb’s eyes: see 
dollar signs in sb's eyes 

feast your eyes on sth 

have eyes in the back of your 
head 

have eyes like a hawk 

hit sb (right) between the eyes 

in sb’s eyes 


FACE 


keep your eyes peeled/skinned 

lay/set eyes on sb/sth 

looksb in the eye/eyes 

make eyes at sb 

make sheep's eyes at sb 

only have eyes for sb 

open sb's eyes to sth 

open your eyes to sth: see 
close/shut your eyes to sth 

pull the wool over sb's eyes 

sb could do sth with their eyes 
closed/shut 

Sb's eyes are bigger than their 
belly/stomach 

sb's eyes are out on stalks 

Sb's eyes are popping out of 
their head 

stars in your eyes 

The scales fall from sb's eyes. 

watch sb/sth with eagle eyes 

with your eyes open 

FA 


sweet FA 
FACE see also FACES 

aface as long as a wet week 

along face 

aslap in the face 

arse about face 

beas plain as the nose on your 
face 

be in your face 

be laughing on the other side 
of your face 

bestaring sb in the face 

be written all over sb's face 

blow up/explode in sb's face 

bring sb face to face with sth: 
see come face to face with 
sth 

come face to face with sb 

come face to face with sth 

cut off your nose to spite your 
face 

disappear/vanish off the face 
of theearth 

face-saving: see save face 

face the music 

face to face 

face-to-face: see face to face 

fall flat on your/its face 

fall off the face of the earth 

fly in the face of sth 

Get out of my face! 

have a face like thunder 

have egg on your face 

in-your-face: see be in your 
face 

keepa straight face 

laugh in sb's face 

look sb in the face 

loseface 

make/pull a face 

not be just a pretty face 

on the face of it 

puta brave face/front on sth 


FACE-SAVING 


put on a brave face/front: see 
puta brave face/front on sth 
save face 
sb's face doesn't fit 
Sb's face is a picture 
set your face against 
sth/doing sth 
show your face 
Shut your 
face/gob/mouth/trap! 
stuff your face 
take sth at face value 
throw sth back in sb's face 
to sb's face 
until you are blue in the face 
what's his/her face 
wipe the smile off sb's face 
with a face like thunder: see 
have a face like thunder 
with a straight face: see keep a 
straight face 
wouldn't know sth if it hit you 
inthe face 
FACE-SAVING 
face-saving: see save face 
FACES 
make (funny) faces 
FACT see also FACTS 
a fact of life 
It's easy to be smart after the 
fact. 
FACTORY 
afactory farm: see factory 
farming 
factory farm: seefactory 
farming 
factory-farmed: see factory 
farming 
factory farming 
on the factory floor 
the factory floor: see on the 
factory floor 
FACTS 
the facts of life 
FADE 
fade/pale into insignificance 
FAG 
afaghag 
FAG-END 
the fag-end of sth 
FAIL 
without fail 
Words fail me! 
FAILS 
if all else fails 
FAINT 
damn sb/sth with faint praise 
FAINT-HEARTED 
not be for the faint-hearted 
FAINTEST 
not have the faintest (idea) 
FAIR 
a fair-haired boy 
a fair shake 
a fair-weather friend 
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All's fair in love and war. 
be fair game 
by fair means or foul 
fair and square 
fair dinkum 
Fair dos 
fair enough 
fair play 
fair to middling 
Fair's fair. 
get/have a fair crack of the 
whip: see give sb a fair crack 
of the whip 
give sb a fair crack of the whip 
have had more than your fair 
share of sth 
It's a fair cop. 
the fair/fairer sex 
Turnabout is fair play. 
with your own fair hands 
FAIRER 
I/You can't say fairer than 
that. 
the fair/fairer sex 
FAIRY 
afairy godmother 
FAITH 
an article of faith 
break faith with sth/sb 
in bad faith: see in good faith 
in good faith 
keep faith with sth/sb 
FALL see a/so FALLEN, 
FALLING, FALLS, FELL 
a fall from grace: see fall from 
grace 
a fall guy 
be headed for a fall 
be heading/riding for a fall 
drop/fall into your lap 
fall all over yourself to do sth 
fall asleep at the switch: see be 
asleep at the switch 
fall between two stools 
fall by the wayside 
fall down on the job 
fall flat 
fall flat on your/its face 
fall for sb hook, line and 
sinker 
fall for sth hook, line and 
sinker 
fall foul of sb 
fall foul of sth 
fall from grace 
fall head over heels (in love): 
see be head over heels (in 
love) 
fall ina heap 
fall in/into line 
fall into place 
fall into sb’s clutches 
fall into sb's hands 
fall into the trap of doing sth 
fall into the wrong hands 


fall off the face of the earth 
fall off the wagon 
fall off your perch 
fall on deaf ears 
fall on hard times 
fall on stony ground 
fall on your feet 
fall over backwards to do sth 
fall over yourself to do sth 
fall short of sth 
fall/go through the floor 
fall/slip through the cracks 
go down/fall like ninepins 
go/fall to pieces 
letthe chips fall where they 
may 
nearly fall off your chair 
Pride comes before a fall. 
Pride goes before a fall. 
stand or fall by sth 
take the fall for sb/sth 
The bigger they are, the 
harder they fall. 
The scales fall from sb's eyes. 
FALLEN 
a fallen angel 
a fallen idol 
a fallen woman 
FALLING 
be as easy as falling off alog 
be coming/falling apart at the 
seams 
FALLS 
the bottom drops/falls out of 
the market 
the curtain falls on sth 
the roof caves/falls in 
FALSE 
afalsealarm 
a false dawn 
a false economy 
a false start 
give sb a false sense of 
security 
lull sb into a false sense of 
security 
sail under false colors 
sail under false colours 
under false pretences 
FAME 
sb's claim to fame 
FAMILIAR 
have a familiar ring (to it) 
FAMILIARITY 
Familiarity breeds contempt. 
FAMILY 
afamily man 
inthe family way 
run in the family 
the black sheep (of the 
family) 
FAMINE 
feast or famine 
FAMOUS 
Famous last words. 


FAN 
fanthe flames 
theshit hits the fan 
FANCY 
a flight of 
fancy/fantasy/imagination 
fancy-pants 
take/tickle sb's fancy 
FANCY-FREE 
be footloose and fancy-free 
FANNIES 
fannies in the seats 
FANNY 
sweet Fanny Adams 
FANTASTIC 
tripthe light fantastic 
FANTASY 
a flight of 
fancy/fantasy/imagination 
FAR 
be a far cry from sth 
be far and away the 
[best/greatest/worst etc.] 
be few and far between 
far be it from me to do sth 
Far from it. 
I wouldn't trust sb as far as I 
could throw them. 
Sofar so good. 
so near and yet so far 
FARM 
a factory farm: seefactory 
farming 
afunny farm 
bet the farm/ranch 
factory farm: seefactory 
farming 
FARMING 
factory farming 
FART 
as pissed as a fart 
FASHION 
a fashion victim 
after a fashion 
like it's going out of 
fashion 


afast track 

fastand furious 

fast-track: seea fast track 

life in the fast lane 

make a fast/quick buck 

no hard and fast rules 

play fast and loose with 
sth/sb 

pull a fast one 

FAT 

a fat cat 

a fat lot of good/use 

chew the fat 

fat-cat: see a fat cat 

Fat chance! 

It’s not over until the fat lady 
sings. 
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live off the fat of the land 
puppy fat 
the fat is in the fire 
FATE 
be a fate worse than death 
seal sb's fate 
tempt fate/providence 
FATHER 
a bit of how's your father 
when sb was a (mere) twinkle 
in their father's eye 
FATTED 
kill the fatted calf 
FAULT 
toa fault 
FAVOR see also FAVOUR, 
FAVOURS 
not do sb any favor: see not do 
sbany favours 
FAVOUR 
curry favour 
Domea favour! 
do me/us a favour 
do yourself a favour 
FAVOURITE 
afavourite son 
FAVOURS 
not do sb any favours 
FEAR 
Fools rush in (where angels 
fear to tread). 
No fear! 
put the fear of God into sb 
FEAST 
amovable feast 
Enough is as good as a feast. 
feast or famine 
feast your eyes on sth 
the ghost/spectre at the feast 
FEATHER 
afeather in sb's cap 
be as light as a feather 
birds of a feather: see Birds of 
a feather flock together. 
Birds of a feather flock 
together. 
feather your own nest 
You could have knocked me 
down/over with a feather! 
FEATHERS 
ruffle sb's feathers 
smooth (sb's) ruffled 
feathers 
the feathers fly 
FEDERAL 
make a federal case (out) of 
sth 
FEED 
a mouth to feed 
chicken feed 
feed sb a line 
feed/throw sb to the lions 
FEEDING 
a feeding frenzy 
It's feeding time at the zoo! 


FEET 


FEEDS 
bite the hand that feeds you 
FEEL see a/so FEELING, FELT 
be/feel honor-bound to do sth: 
see be/feel honour-bound to 
dosth 
be/feel honour-bound to do 
sth 
be/feel light-headed 
be/feel under the weather 
cop a feel 
feel free 
feel hard done-by 
feel sick to your stomach 
feel the pinch 
feel/go hot and cold (all over) 
I(can) feel it in my bones. 
look/feel (like) a million 
bucks 
look/feel (like) a million 
dollars 
make sb feel small 
FEELERS 
put out feelers 
FEELING 
agut feeling 
asinking feeling 
that Monday morning feeling 
FEELINGS 
hard feelings 
have mixed feelings about 
sth 
with mixed feelings: see have 
mixed feelings about sth 
FEET 
be carried out feet first 
be dead on your feet 
be run/rushed off your feet 
be six feet under 
be under your feet 
cut the ground from under 
Sb/sb's feet 
drag your feet/heels 
fallon your feet 
feet of clay 
find your feet 
get cold feet 
get itchy feet: see have itchy 
feet 
get under sb’s feet: see be 
under your feet 
get your feet under the table 
get your feet wet 
have itchy feet 
have the world at your feet 
have your/both feet on the 
ground: see keep your/both 
feet on the ground 
in (your) stocking/stockinged 
feet 
jump in feet first 
jump in with both feet 
keep your/both feet on the 
ground 
land on your feet 


FELL 


not let the grass grow under 
your feet 
pull the rug from under sb's 
feet 
put your feet up 
stand on your own two feet 
sweep sb off their feet 
the patter of tiny feet 
think on your feet 
vote with your feet 
FELL 
at/in one fell swoop 
wouldn’t know sth if you fell 
over one 
FELT 
make your presence felt 
FENCE 
sit on the fence 
The grass is always greener 
(on the other side of the 
fence). 
FENCES 
mend (your) fences 
FENDER 
a fender bender 
FETTLE 
be in fine fettle 
FEVER 


fever pitch 
FEW 

be few and far between 

catch afew rays 

hoist a few 

the chosen few 
FIDDLE 

be as fit as a fiddle 

be on the fiddle 

fiddle while Rome burns 

play second fiddle 
FIELD 

a level playing field 

be out in left field 

have a field day 

lead the field 

leave the field clear for sb 

play the field 
FIFTH 

a fifth/third wheel 

I take/plead the Fifth 

(Amendment) 

FIFTY-FIFTY 


a fig leaf 

not be worth a fig 

not care/give a fig 

FIGHT 

a fight for life: see be fighting 
for your life 

an uphill 
battle/fight/struggle 

be spoiling for a fight 

fight a losing battle 

fight a rearguard action 
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fight fire with fire 
fight like cat and dog 
fight like cats and dogs: see 
fight like cat and dog 
fight shy of sth/doing sth 
fight tooth and claw/nail 
fight your corner 
live to fight another day 
FIGHTING 
a fighting chance 
be fighting fit 
be fighting for your life 
be fighting mad 
be in fighting trim 
come out fighting 
FIGMENT 
be a figment of your/the 
imagination 
FIGURE 
a ballpark estimate/figure 
a figure of fun 
bea fine figure of a 
man/woman 
cut a fine figure 
cut an [interesting/ridiculous/ 
unusual etc.] figure 
FILE 
the rank and file 
FILL 
fill a/the void 
fill sb's shoes 
fill the bill 
have had your fill 
have had your fill of sth 
FILLING 


have the final/last word 
in the final analysis 
the final curtain 
the final nail in the coffin 
the final/last straw 
FIND see a/so FINDS 
find out/see how the land lies 
find your feet 
find your tongue 
find yourself on the wrong 
side of thelaw 
FINDERS 
Finders keepers (losers 
weepers). 
FINDS 
The devil finds work for idle 
hands. 
FINE 
a fine/pretty kettle of fish 
afine/thin line 
be a fine figure of a 
man/woman 
be in fine fettle 
Chance would be a fine thing! 
cut a fine figure 
cut it/things fine 


have sth down to a fine art 
have sth off toa fine art 
not to put too fine a point on it 
the fine/small print 
tread a fine/thin line between 
sth: seea fine/thin line 
with a fine-tooth comb 
You're a fine one to talk! 
FINGER see also FINGERS 
get/pull your finger out 
give sb the finger 
have a finger in every pie 
have a finger in the pie: see 
have a finger in every pie 
have a/your finger on the 
button 
have your finger on the pulse 
keep your finger on the pulse: 
see have your finger on the 
pulse 
lay a finger on sb/sth 
not lift a finger 
point the finger at sb 
put the finger on sb 
put your finger on sth 
twist/wrap sb around/round 
your little finger 
FINGERNAILS 
cling on/hang on by your 
fingernails 
FINGERS 
beall fingers and thumbs 
burn your fingers 
can count sth on the fingers of 
one hand 
catch sb with their 
fingers/hand in the till: see 
have your fingers/hand in the 
till 
cross your fingers 
fingers crossed: see cross your 
fingers 
have green fingers 
have sticky fingers 
have your fingers/hand in the 
till 


have/get your fingers 
burned/burnt 
keep your fingers crossed 
put/stick two fingers up at 
sb/sth 
slip through your fingers 
wear/work your fingers to the 
bone 
FINGERTIPS 
at your fingertips 
bean 
[artist/patriot/professional 
etc.] to your fingertips 
cling on/hang on by your 
fingertips 
FINK 
arat fink 
FIRE see a/so FIRING 
a baptism by/of fire 


add fuel to the fire/flames 
be no ball of fire 
breathe fire 
come under fire 
draw (sb's) fire 
fight fire with fire 
firea shot across sb's/the 
bows 
fire in your/the belly 
fire/shoot blanks 
get on like a house on fire 
go through fire and water 
hang/hold fire 
have [a few/a lot etc.] irons in 
the fire 
in the line of fire 
jump out of the frying pan 
(and) into the fire 
lighta fire under sb 
light your fire 
play with fire 
the fat is in the fire 
There's no smoke without fire. 
Where there's smoke, there's 
fire. 
FIRES 
keep the home fires burning 
FIRING 
be firing on all cylinders 
be in the firing line 
beon the firing line 
out of the firing line: see be in 
the firing line 
FIRM 
a firm/steady hand on the 
tiller 
FIRST 
at first blush 
at first glance/sight 
be carried out feet first 
be first among equals 
be first past the post 
be first/quickest off the mark: 
see be quick off the mark 
be in the first flush of sth 
first and foremost 
first-come, first-served: see 
First come, first served. 
First come, first served. 
first hand 
first-hand: see first hand 
First in, best dressed. 
first-past-the-post: see be first 
past the post 
first-string: see the first string 
First things first. 
getto first base 
give sb (the right of/to) first 
refusal 
have first call on sth 
have (the right of/to) first 
refusal: see give sb (the right 
of/to) first refusal 
If at first you don't succeed, 
(try, try, and try again). 
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inthe first place 

jump in feet first 

not know the first thing about 
sth 


the first string 

FISH 
a big fish 
a big fish in a small pond 
a cold fish 
a fine/pretty kettle of fish 
aqueer fish 
be another/a different kettle 

of fish 

belikea fish out of water 
be neither fish nor fowl 
drink like a fish 
fish for compliments 
Fish or cut bait. 
have bigger/other fish to 


fry 
FISHING 
a fishing expedition 
FISHY 
smell fishy 
FIST 
an iron fist/hand in a velvet 
glove 
hand over fist 
make a bad/poor fist of 
sth/doing sth: see make a 
good fist of sth/doing sth 
make a good fist of sth/doing 
sth 
rule (sb) with an iron 
fist/hand 
FIT 
beas fitasa fiddle 
be as fit as a flea 
be fighting fit 
be fit to be tied 
fit (sb) like a glove 
fit the bill 
fit/ready to drop 
fit/write sth on the back of a 
postage stamp 
have a conniption fit 
have/throw a fit 
sb’s face doesn’t fit 
FITS 
If the cap fits (wear it). 
If the hat/shoe fits (wear it). 
in fits and starts 
FIVE 
Give me a high five!: see Give 
me five! 
Give me five! 
put two and two together and 
get/make five: see put two and 


If it ain't broke, don't fix 
it. 


FLIGHT 


FLAG 
drape/wrap yourself in the 


flag 

fly/show/wave the flag 
FLAGPOLE 

run sth up the flagpole 
FLAGS 

Put the flags out! 
FLAK 

get/take (the) flak 
FLAME 


an old flame 

like moths to a flame 
FLAMES 

add fuel to the fire/flames 

fan the flames 

goup in flames 

shoot sth/sb down in flames 
FLAPPING 

(sb's) ears are flapping 
FLASH 


aflash in the pan 
as quick as a flash/wink 
FLAT 
be as flat as a pancake 
be flat broke 
fall flat 
fall flat on your/its face 
flat out 
FLATTERY 
Flattery will get you nowhere. 
FLAUNT 
If you've got it, flaunt it! 
FLAVOR 
the flavor of the month: see the 
flavour of the month 
FLAVOUR 
the flavour of the month 
FLEA 
be as fit as a flea 
send sb away with a flea in 
their ear 
FLESH 
bea thorn in sb's flesh/side 
be sb's (own) flesh and blood 
flesh and blood 
make sb's flesh crawl/creep 
meet/see sb in the flesh 
press the flesh 
put flesh on (the bones of) sth 
your pound of flesh 
FLEX 
flex your muscles 
FLIES 
asthe crow flies 
be dropping like flies 
How time flies! 
thefur flies 
There are no flies on sb. 
Time flies when you're having 
fun. 
Time flies. 
FLIGHT 
a flight of 
fancy/fantasy/imagination 


FLIP 


the top flight 
FLIP 

a flip-flop 

flip-flop: see a flip-flop 

flip your lid 

flip/give sb the bird 
FLIT 

do a moonlight flit 
FLOATING 

be floating/ walking on air 
FLOCK 

Birds of a feather flock 

together. 

FLOG 

flog a dead horse 

flog sth to death 
FLOODGATES 

open the floodgates 
FLOOR 

fall/go through the floor 

floor it 

get in on the ground floor 

mop the floor with sb 

on the factory floor 

put your foot to the floor 

wipe the floor with sb 
FLOTSAM 

flotsam and jetsam 
FLOW 

be in full flow/spate 

go against the flow: see go with 

the flow 

go with the flow 

the ebb and flow 
FLOWN 

The bird has flown. 


FLUFF 
a bit of fluff/skirt 
FLUSH 
be in the first flush of sth 
FLY see also FLIES, FLYING 
a fly in the ointment 
a fly on the wall 
fly blind 
fly-by-night 
fly by the seat of your 
pants 
fly in the face of sth 
fly off the handle 
fly-on-the-wall: see a fly on the 
wall 
fly the coop 
fly/leave the nest 
fly/show/wave the flag 
Go fly a kite! 
It'll never fly. 
let fly (sth) 
make the fur fly: see the fur 
flies 
on the fly 
Pigs can fly. 
Pigs might fly. 
[run around/rush around etc.] 
like a blue-arsed fly 
sparks fly 
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the feathers fly 
wouldn't harm/hurt a fly 
FLYING 
be flying high 
come through/pass with 
flying colors 
come through/pass with 
flying colours 
get off to a flying start 
set the fur flying: see the fur 
flies 
FOAMING 
foaming at the mouth 
FODDER 
cannon fodder 
FOGGIEST 
not have the foggiest 
(idea/notion) 
FOLKS 
(It's) different strokes for 
different folks. 
FOLLOW 
bea hard/tough act to follow 
follow in sb's footsteps 
follow suit 
follow your nose 
FOLLOWER 
a camp follower 
FONDER 
Absence makes the heart 
grow fonder. 
FOOD 
give sb food for thought 
FOOL 
A fool and his money are soon 
parted. 
a fool's errand 
act/play the fool 
be no/nobody's fool 
live in a fool's paradise 
make a fool of yourself 
More fool you! 
play sb for a fool 
The more fool you! 
FOOLED 
You could've fooled me. 
FOOLS 
Fools rush in (where angels 
fear to tread). 
not suffer fools gladly 
FOOT see also FEET 
can't put a foot wrong: see not 
puta foot wrong 
foot the bill 
get a/your foot in the door 
get off/start off on the right 
foot: see get off/start off on 
the wrong foot 
get off/start off on the wrong 
foot 
give sb a foot in the door: see 
get a/your foot in the door 
havea heavy foot 
have one foot in the grave 
have/keep a foot in both camps 


My foot! 
not put a foot wrong 
put your best foot forward 
put your foot down 
put your foot in it 
put your foot in your mouth 
put your foot to the floor 
shoot yourself in the foot 
the boot is on the other foot 
the shoe is on the other foot 
wait on sb hand and foot 
FOOTBALL 
a political football 
FOOTLOOSE 
be footloose and fancy-free 
FOOTSIE 
play footsie 
play footsie with sb 
FOOTSTEPS 
follow in sb's footsteps 
FOR 
A penny for them. 
A penny for your thoughts. 
be for the best 
be for the chop: see get the 
chop 
be sb's for the asking 
be (strictly) for the birds 
be there for the taking 
be yours for the taking 
can't do sth for nuts 
can't for the life of me 
for a kick-off 
forasong 
for good 
for good and all 
for keeps 
for kicks 
formy money 
for my sins 
for the record 
FORBIDDEN 
forbidden fruit 
FORCE 
bea force to be reckoned with 
beout in force 
force of habit 
force sb's hand 
in full force 
FOREARMED 
Forewarned is forearmed. 
FOREGONE 
a foregone conclusion 
FORELOCK-TUGGING 
forelock-tugging 
FOREMOST 
first and foremost 
FOREST 
can't see the forest for the 
trees 
FOREWARNED 
Forewarned is forearmed. 
FORGIVE 
To err is human, (to forgive, 
divine). 


FORKED 
speak with (a) forked 
tongue 
FORM 
inany shape or form 
(in) any way, shape, or form 
Sarcasm is the lowest form of 
wit. 
true to form/type 
FORMER 
ashadow of your former self 
FORT 
hold down the fort 
hold the fort 
FORTH 
back and forth 
belike painting the Forth 
Bridge 
FORTUNE 
a hostage to fortune 
asmall fortune 
asoldier of fortune 
givea hostage to fortune: seea 
hostage to fortune 
give hostages to fortune: seea 
hostage to fortune 
the slings and arrows (of 
outrageous fortune) 


not be backward in coming 
forward 
One step forward, two steps 
back. 
put your best foot forward 
FORWARDS 
know sth backwards and 
forwards 
FOUL 
by fair means or foul 
fall foul of sb 
fall foul of sth 
foul-mouthed 
foul play 
FOUNDATIONS 
rock/shake sth to its 
foundations 
rock/shake the foundations 
of sth 
FOUR 
a four-letter word 
be scattered to the four winds 
the four corners of the 
earth/world 
FOWL 
be neither fish nor fowl 
FRAME 
a frame of mind 
be in the frame 
FRANKENSTEIN 
a Frankenstein's monster 
FRAY 
enter/join the fray 
fray around/at the edges 
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tempers fray 
FRAYED 
frayed tempers: see tempers 


fray 
tempers become frayed 
FRAZZLE 
wear sb toa frazzle 
FREE 
a free agent 
a free-for-all 
a free ride 
afree spirit 
allow/give sb (a) free rein 
allow/give sth (a) free rein 
as free as a bird 
be home free 
feel free 
free and easy 
give sb a free hand 
have a free hand: see give sb a 
free hand 
It'sa free country! 
make free with sth 
There's no such thing as a free 
lunch. 
FREEZE 
be cold enough to freeze the 
balls off a brass monkey: see 
brass monkey weather 
FREEZES 
until hell freezes over 
when hell freezes over: see 
until hell freezes over 
FRENCH 
a French letter 
French leave 
Pardon my French! 
FRENZY 
a feeding frenzy 
FRESH 
a breath of fresh air 
be as fresh as a daisy 
be fresh from swh 
be fresh out of sth 
be fresh out of swh 
get fresh 
get fresh with sb 
FRIDAY 
a girl/man/person Friday 
FRIEND 
afair-weather friend 
A friend in need (is a friend 
indeed). 
man's best friend 
FRIENDS 
have friends in high 
places 
With friends like that, who 
needs enemies? 
FRIGHTEN 
frighten/scare sb out of their 
wits 
frighten/scare sb to death 
frighten/scare the hell out of 
sb 


FULL 


frighten/scare the life out of 
sb 
frighten/scare the (living) 
daylights out of sb 
FRIGHTENERS 
put the frighteners on sb 


FROG 
have a frog in your throat 
FROING 
toing and froing 
FROM 
(from) coast to coast 
from on high 
from one moment to the next 
from scratch 
from time to time 
from/since time immemorial 
the [child/house/mother etc.] 
from hell 
FRONT 
be in the front line 
front-office: see the front 
office 
put a brave face/front on sth 
put on a brave face/front: see 
put a brave face/front on sth 
put on/up a front 
the front office 
upfront 
FROSTING 
the frosting on the cake 
FROZEN 
be chilled/frozen to the 
marrow 
FRUIT 
bear fruit 
forbidden fruit 
the fruit of your loins 
FRUITCAKE 
be as nutty as a fruitcake 
FRUITS 
the bitter fruits 
FRY 
have bigger/other fish to fry 


FRYING 
jump out of the frying pan 
(and) into the fire 
FUCK 
fuck like bunnies 
FUDDY-DUDDY 
afuddy-duddy 
fuddy-duddy: see a fuddy- 
duddy 
FUEL 
add fuel to the fire/flames 
FULL 
a full-court press 
allow/give sth full play 
(at) full pelt/steam/tilt 
at full stretch 
(at) full throttle 
be as full as a boot/tick 


FULLNESS 


be full of beans 
be full of bull 
be full of crap/shit 
be full of holes 
be full of piss and vinegar 
be full of the joys of 
spring 
be full of yourself 
be in full cry 
be in full flow/spate 
be in full swing 
be on full/red alert 
beone card/several cards 
short of a full deck 
be put on full/red alert: see be 
on full/red alert 
bring sb full circle: see 
come/go/turn full circle 
come into full play: see 
allow/give sth full play 
come to a full stop 
come/go/turn full circle 
full steam ahead 
go the (full) distance 
have your hands full 
have your plate full 
in full force 
not be the full quid 
the full monty 
The wheel has come/turned 
full circle.: see come/go/turn 
full circle 
FULLNESS 
in the fullness of time 
FULLY 
be a fully paid-up member of 
sth 
FUN 
a figure of fun 
be more fun than a barrel of 
monkeys 
have fun and games 
It was fun while it lasted. 
make fun of sb/sth 
not be all fun and games 
poke fun at sb/sth 
Time flies when you're having 
fun. 
FUND 
arainy day fund: see save (sth) 
for a rainy day 
FUNERAL 
it’s your funeral 
FUNK 
be in a (blue) funk 
FUNNY 
a funny farm 
be as funny as a barrel of 
monkeys 
funny business 
funny money 
make (funny) faces 
FUR 
make the fur fly: see the fur 
flies 
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set the fur flying: see the fur 


FURIOUS 
fast and furious 
FURNITURE 
be part of the furniture 
FURROW 
plough a lone/lonely 
w 


FURTHER 
without further/more 
ado 
FURY 
Hell hath no fury (like a 
woman scorned). 
FUSE 
ashort fuse 
blow a fuse/gasket 
FUSS 
kick up a fuss/row/stink 
GAB 
the gift of gab 
the gift of the gab 


gain ground 
gain/get the upper hand: see 
have the upper hand 
what you lose on the swings, 
you gain on the roundabouts 
GAINED 
Nothing ventured, nothing 
gained. 
GALLERY 
play to the gallery 
GALLOWS 
gallows humor 
gallows humour 
GAMBLER 
an amber gambler 
GAME see also GAMES 
a cat and mouse game: see play 
cat and mouse 
agame plan 
amug's game 
anumbers game 
ashell game 
a totally different ball game 
a whole new ball game 
azero-sum game 
beahead of the game 
befairgame 
be new to the game 
be on the game 
beat sb at their own game: see 
play sb at their own game 
give the game away 
go on the game: see be on the 


game 
play a/the waiting game 
play sb at their own game 
play the game 
raise your game 


stay ahead of the game: see be 
ahead of the game 
The game's up! 
the name of the game 
two can play at that game 
What's sb's game? 
GAMEKEEPER 
a poacher turned 
gamekeeper 
GAMES 
have fun and games 
not be all fun and games 
play games 
GANDER 
What's good for the goose (is 
good for the gander). 
What's sauce for the goose (is 
sauce for the gander). 
GANGBUSTERS 
come on like gangbusters 
like gangbusters 


acredibility gap 

ageneration gap 
GARBAGE 

Garbage in, garbage out. 
GARDEN 

Everything in the garden is 

rosy. 

lead sb down the garden path 

lead sb up the garden path 
GARDEN-VARIETY 

garden-variety 
GARTERS 

have your guts for garters 
GAS 


a gas guzzler 

be cooking on gas 

be cooking with gas 

run out of gas 

Step on the gas! 
GASKET 

blow a fuse/gasket 
GASP 

the last gasp of sth 
GATE see also GATES 

like a bull at a gate 
GATEPOST 

between you, me and the 

bedpost/gatepost 

GATES 

the pearly gates 
GATHER 

gather dust 

gather your wits 
GAUNTLET 

pick/take up the gauntlet: see 

throw down the gauntlet 

run the gauntlet 

throw down the gauntlet 
GAZE 

gaze at/contemplate your navel 
GEAR 

get in/into gear 

get your arse in gear 


get your brain in gear 
move/step up a gear 
GENERATION 
ageneration gap 
GENIE 
letthe genie out of the bottle 
put the genie back in the 
bottle: see let the genie out of 
the bottle 
GENTLE 
a gentle giant 
beas gentle as a lamb 
GET see also GETS, GOT 
be as [fast/hot/thin etc.] as all 
getout 
be [faster/hotter/thinner etc.] 
than all get out: see be as 
[fast/hot/thin etc.] as all get 
out 
build/get/work up a head of 
steam 
catch/cop/get some z's 
catch/get hell 
climb/get on your high horse 
climb/get/hop into bed with 
sb: see be in bed with sb 
come/get (down) off your high 
horse: see climb/get on your 
high horse 
come/get to grips with sth 
dig/get sb out of a hole: see be 
ina hole 
Don't get mad, get even. 
Don't get me wrong. 
earn/get brownie points 
enter/get into the spirit of sth 
gain/get the upper hand: see 
havethe upper hand 
get a bit much: see be a bit 
much 
get a bloody nose: see give sba 
bloody nose 
get a buzz from sth/doing sth: 
see give sb a buzz 
get a crack at sth: see 
have/take a crack at sth 
geta grip (on yourself) 
geta handle on sth 
get a kick out of sth/doing sth 
get a leg in the door 
get a leg up: see give sb a leg up 
Get a life! 
get a line on sb/sth 
Get a load of that! 
get a look in 
get a move on 
get a raw deal 
get arise out of sb 
get a rocket: see give sba 
rocket 
get a word in edgeways 
get a word in edgewise 
get a/the jump on sb/sth 
get a/your foot in the door 
get a/your second breath 
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get a/your second wind 

getaneven break 

getaneyeful 

getaway with murder 

Get away with you! 

get away/off scot-free 

get behind the wheel: see be 
at/behind the wheel 

get bent out of shape 

get blood out of a stone 

get cold feet 

Get cracking! 

get down to brass tacks 

get even 

get fresh 

get fresh with sb 

get grief: see give sb grief 

get her claws into sb 

get (hold of) the wrong end of 
the stick 

get in on the act 

get in on the ground floor 

get in sb's hair 

get in touch: see be in touch 

get in/into a rut: see be (stuck) 
inarut 

get in/into gear 

get into deep water: see be in 
deep water 

get into the swing of it/things 

get into your stride 

get it in the neck 

get it off your chest 

get it out of your system 

get it together 

get itchy feet: see have itchy 
feet 

Get knotted! 

Get lost! 

get lucky 

get no change out of sb 

get off sb's back: see get sb off 
your back 

get off sb's case: see get on sb's 
case 

get off the mark 

get off to a flying start 

get off your arse 

get off your backside 

get off your tail 

get off/start off on the right 
foot: see get off/start off on 
the wrong foot 

get off/start off on the wrong 
foot 

get on like a house on fire 

get on sb's case 

get on sb's tits 

geton sb’s wick 

get on the stick 

get on the wrong side of the 
law 

get on top of you 

get on your goat 

get on your soapbox 


GET 


get out of bed on the wrong 
side 

get out of hand 

Get out of my face! 

Get real! 

get religion 

get rolling 

get sb into bed: see go to bed 
with sb 

get (sb) into hot water: see be 
in hot water 

get sb off your back 

get sb’s ass 

get sb's/the drift 

get short shrift from sb: see 
give sb/sth short shrift 

get shot of sb/sth 

get (sth) off the ground 

get sth over and done with 

get sth over with 

get sth rolling: see get rolling 

Get stuffed! 

get the axe 

get the better of sb 

get the boot: see give sb the 
boot 

get the chop 

get the green light: see give 
sb/sth the green light 

get the hang of sth 

get the hell out 

get the hump 

get the jitters 

get the message 

get the munchies 

get the nod: see give sb the nod 

get the picture 

get the push: see give sb the 
push 

get the runaround: see give sb 


get the shaft 

get the short end of the stick 

get the thumbs down: see give 
sth the thumbs down 

get the thumbs up: see give sth 
the thumbs up 

get to first base 

get to the bottom of sth 

get under sb's feet: see be 
under your feet 

get under sb’s skin 

get-up-and-go 

get up on the wrong side of the 
bed 

get up sb's nose 

get wind of sth 

get with the program 

get your act together 

get your arse in gear 

get your brain in gear 

get your claws into sb 

get your comeuppance 

get your ducks in a row 


GETS 


get your eye in 

get your feet under the table 

get your feet wet 

get your goat 

get your hands dirty 

get your hands on sb 

get your head around sth 

get your head down 

get your hooks into sth/sb 

get your just deserts 

get your knickers in a knot 

get your knickers in a twist 

get your leg over 

get your lines/wires crossed 

get your marching orders: see 
give sb their marching 
orders 

get your mind around sth 

get your oats 

get your own back 

get your own way 

get your rocks off 

get your shit together 

Get your skates on! 

get your tongue 
around/round sth 

get your walking papers: see 
give sb their walking papers 

get (yourself) in/into a lather: 
see be inalather 

get/go beyond a joke 

get/go from A to B 

get/go into a huddle 

get/grate on sb's nerves 

get/have a fair crack of the 
whip: see give sb a fair crack 
of the whip 

get/have carte blanche: see 
give sb carte blanche 

get/have your day in court 

get/have your end away 

get/jump/leap on the 
bandwagon 

get/lay your hands on sth 

get/let sb off the hook 

get/pull your finger out 

get/put a quart into a pint pot 

get/put one over on sb 

get/put sb's back up 

get/put the wind up sb 

get/put your head down 

get/put your own house in 
order 

get/sink your teeth into sth 

get/take [a lot of/some etc.] 
stick 

get/take the bit between your 
teeth 

get/take (the) flak 

get/take the measure of 
Sb/sth: see have the measure 
of sb/sth 

give as good as you get 

have/get your fingers 
burned/burnt 
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TI geta rain check 
If you can't stand the heat, get 
out of the kitchen. 
if you catch/get my drift: see 
get sb's/the drift 
if you catch/get the drift: see 
get sb's/the drift 
If you pay peanuts, you get 
monkeys. 
Let's get the/this show on the 
road. 
Nice work if you can get it! 
Piss or get off the can/pot! 
play hard to get 
put/get sb/sth back on track: 
seeon track 
Shit or get off the can/pot! 
tell sb where to get off 
GETS 
if sb/sth catches a cold, sb/sth 
gets pneumonia 
if the going gets rough/tough: 
see when the going gets 
rough/tough 
when the going gets 
rough/tough 
GHOST 
give up the ghost 
lay the ghost of sth/sb (to rest) 
not a ghost of a chance 
the ghost/spectre at the feast 
GIANT 
agentle giant 
GIFT 
not look a gift horse in the 
mouth 
the giftof gab 
the gift of the gab 
think you are God's gift to 
women 
GILD 
gild thelily 
GILLS 
be green about/around the 


GINGER 
aginger group 

GIRD 
gird (up) your loins 

GIRL 
a big girl's blouse 
a call girl 
a girl/man/person Friday 
a glamor girl/puss: seea 

glamour girl/puss 

a glamour girl/puss 
a golden boy/girl 

GIVE see also GIVEN 
a give-and-take 
allow/give sb (a) free rein 
allow/give sth (a) free rein 
allow/give sth full play 
Don't give me that! 
Don't give up the day job! 
flip/give sb the bird 


give a hostage to fortune: seea 
hostage to fortune 

givearaspberry 

give-and-take 

give and take: see give-and- 
take 


give as good as you get 

give ground 

give hostages to fortune: see a 
hostage to fortune 

Give it a rest! 

give it a shot/whirl 

Give it to me straight. 

give it your all 

give it your best shot 

Give me a high five!: see Give 
me five! 

Give me five! 

Give me/us a break! 

give sb a bell 

give sb a bloody nose 

give sba break 

give sb a buzz 

give sb a dose/taste of their 
own medicine 

give sb a fair crack of the whip 

give sb a false sense of 
security 

give sb a foot in the door: see 
get a/your foot in the door 

give sb a free hand 

give sba hand 

give sb a hard time 

give sb a head start: see have a 
head start 

give sbaleg up 

give sb [a lot of/some etc.] 
stick: see get/take [a lot 
of/some etc.] stick 

give sb a new lease of life 

give sb a new lease on life 

give sb a piece of your mind 

give sb a rocket 

give sb a rough time 

give sb a run for their money 

give sb a tinkle 

give sb an earful 

give sb an even break: see get 
aneven break 

Give sb an inch and they'll 
takea mile. 

give sb carte blanche 

give sb enough rope (to hang 
themselves) 

give sb food for thought 

give sb grief 

give sb hell 

give sb pause (for thought) 

give sb the benefit of the 
doubt 

give sb the boot 

give sb the cold shoulder 

give sb the creeps/willies 

give sb the elbow 

give sb the evil eye 


give sb the finger 

give sb the glad eye 

give sb the heebie-jeebies 

give sb the jitters: see get the 
jitters 

give sb the kiss of life 

give sb the nod 

give sb the (old) heave ho 

give sb the push 

give sb (the right of/to) first 
refusal 


give sb the rough side of your 
tongue 

give sb the runaround 

give sb the sack: see get the 
sack 

give sb the shaft: see get the 
shaft 

give sb the shits 

give sb the shivers 

give sb the slip 

give sb the works: see the 
(whole) works 

give sb their due 

give sb their head 

give sb their marching orders 

give sb their walking papers 

give sb/sth a wide berth 

give sb/sth short shrift 

give sb/sth the green light 

give sb/sth the once-over 

give sth a lick and a promise 

give sth a miss 

give sth a new lease of life 

give sth a once-over 

give sth a shot: see have a shot 
at sth 

give sth pride of place: see 
have/take pride of place 

give sth the thumbs down 

give sth the thumbs up 

give sth up as a bad job 

give sth/sb a bad name 

give the devil his due 

give the game away 

give the lie to sth 

Give them hell! 

give up the ghost 

give your all 

give your eye teeth for sth 

give your eye teeth to do sth 

give your life 

give/hand sth to sb on a plate 

give/hand sth to sb ona 
(silver) platter 

give/pay lip service to sth 

give/quote (sb) chapter and 
verse 

give/shoot sb a dirty look 

I'll give you what for! 

not budge/give an inch 

not care/give a fig 

not care/give a hoot 

not care/give a toss 

not care/give tuppence 
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not care/give two hoots: see not 
care/give a hoot 
not give a damn 
not give a monkey's 
not give a shit 
not give a tinker's cuss 
not give a tinker's damn 
not give sb the time of day 
not give sth a second thought: 
see without a second 
thought 
not give sth/sb house room 
would give their right arm 
would give you the shirt off 
their back 
GIVEN 
be given the axe 
be given the chop 
given half a/the chance 
GLAD 
give sb the glad eye 
your glad rags 
GLADLY 
not suffer fools gladly 
GLAMOUR 
a glamour girl/puss 
GLANCE 
at first glance/sight 
without a backward glance 
GLASS 
a glass ceiling 
People who live in glass 
houses (shouldn't throw 
stones). 
GLASSES 
rose-colored glasses: see rose- 
coloured glasses 
rose-coloured glasses 
rose-tinted glasses 
GLISTENS 
All that glistens/glitters is not 
gold. 
GLISTERS 
All that glisters is not gold. 
GLITTERS 
All that glistens/glitters is not 
gold. 
GLOOM 
doom and gloom 
GLORY 
sb's/sth's glory days 
GLOVE 
aniron fist/hand in a velvet 
glove 
fit (sb) like a glove 
hand and glove 
hand in glove 
GLOVES 
handle/treat sb with kid 
gloves 
the gloves are off 
GLUED 
glued/rooted to the spot 
GLUTTON 
aglutton for punishment 


GO 


GNASHING 
gnashing of teeth 
GO see also GOES, GOING, 
GONE 
a go-getter 
be all dressed up and/with 
nowhere to go 
be on the go 
be raring to go 
be/go at it hammer and tongs 
be/go on at sb 
be/go (out) on the razzle 
be/goouton the tiles 
be/go out on the town 
come/go along for the ride 
come/go cap in hand 
come/go down in the world 
come/go hat in hand 
come/go under the hammer 
come/go up in the world: see 
come/go down in the world 
come/go with the territory 
come/go/turn full circle 
cut/go through sth like a (hot) 
knife through butter 
easy come, easy go 
fall/go through the floor 
feel/go hot and cold (all over) 
from the word go 
get/go beyond a joke 
get/go from A toB 
get/go into a huddle 
go against the flow: see go with 
the flow 
go against the grain 
go all out 
go (all) round the houses 
go all the way 
go ape 
go apeshit: see go ape 
go around/round in circles 
go as red as a beet 
go as red as a beetroot 
go back along way 
go ballistic 
go bananas 
go beet red 
go beetroot (red) 
go belly up 
go beyond the pale: see be 
beyond the pale 
go by the board 
go by the boards: see go by the 


go down a treat 

go down like a lead balloon 
go down that road 

go down the plughole 

go down the wrong way 

go down/fall like ninepins 
go downhill 

go Dutch 

go easy 

go easy on sb 


GOAL 


Go fly a kite! 

gofor broke 

go for the jugular 

go from bad to worse 

go from rags to riches 

go from strength to strength 
go hand in hand 


go haywire 

go head to head 

go hell for leather 

go hog wild 

go (in) for the kill 

go in one ear and out the other 

go into overdrive 

go into raptures 

go into the hole: see be in the 
hole 

go italone 

Go jump in a/the lake! 

go (like) a bomb 

go like a bomb 

go like a rocket 

go live 

go mental 

gonative 

go off ata tangent 

go off at half-cock 

go off half-cocked: see go off at 
half-cock 

go off ona tangent 

go off the boil 

go off the deep end 

go off the rails 

go off your rocker: see be off 
your rocker 

go off your trolley: see be off 
your trolley 

goonrecord 

go on the game: see be on the 
game 

go on the wagon: see be on the 
wagon 

go one better 

go out (of) the window 

go out of your mind: see be out 
of your mind 

go out of your way to do sth 

go out on a limb 

go (out) on the piss: see be (out) 
on the piss 

go over sb's head 

go over the top: see be over the 
top 

goover with a bang 

go overboard 

go pear-shaped 

Go piss up a rope! 

go places 

go postal 

go south 

go spare 

go stag 

(Go) take a running jump! 

(Go) tell it/that to the 
marines. 


512 


go the extra mile 

go the (full) distance 

go the whole hog 

go the whole nine yards 

go thin on top: see be thin on 
top 

go through fire and water 

go through hell 

go through sb/sth like a dose 
of salts 

go through the mill 

go through the motions 

go through the roof 

go through the wringer: see 
put sb through the wringer 

go to any lengths to do sth: see 
go to great lengths to do sth 

go to bat for sb 

go to bed with sb 

Go to blazes! 

go to earth 

go to great lengths to do sth 

go to ground 

goto hellina 
handbasket/handcart 

Go to hell! 

go to pot 

go to rack/wrack and ruin 

go to sb's head 

go to see a man about a dog 

go to show (sth) 

go to the country 

Go to the devil! 

go to the dogs 

go to the ends of the earth 

go to the polls 

go to the stake 

go to the wall 

go to town on sth 

go to/take great pains to do sth 

go under the knife 

go up insmoke 

go west 

go whole hog 

go with a bang 

go with aswing 

go with the flow 

go/fall to pieces 

go/jump through hoops 

go/run deep 

go/run to seed 

go/run/work like clockwork 

go/sell like hot cakes 

go/swim against the tide 

go/swim with the tide: see 
go/swim against the tide 

have a go at sb 

have sth on the go 

If Mohammed will not go to 
the mountain, the mountain 
must come to Mohammed. 

It’s all go. 

let yourself go 

make a go of sth 

no go 


not go a bundle on sth 
not go amiss 
pick up your marbles (and go 
home/leave) 
The show must go on. 
GOAL 


act/play the goat 
geton your goat 
get your goat 
GOATS 
separate the sheep from the 
goats 
sort (out) the sheep from the 
goats 
GOB 
Shut your 
face/gob/mouth/trap! 
GOD 
a God-given right 
a (little) tin god 
aman of God 
God rest her/his soul. 
God/Heaven help sb 
honest to God 
play God 
put the fear of God into sb 
There but for the grace of God 
(go D. 
think you are God's gift to 
women 
GODLINESS 
Cleanliness is next to 
Godliness. 
GODMOTHER 
afairy godmother 


GODS 
be in the lap of the gods 


here goes nothing 

It goes without saying. 

Pride goes before a fall. 

the balloon goes up 

What sb says goes. 

your heart goes out to sb 

your mind goes blank 
GOGGLE-BOX 


have a lot going for you 

have a thing going with sb 

have something going with sb 

if the going gets rough/tough: 
see when the going gets 
rough/tough 


like it's going out of fashion 
not have much going for you: 
see have a lot going for you 
not know if/whether you are 
coming or going 
when the going gets 
rough/tough 
while the going is good 
GOINGS 
the comings and goings 
GOLD 
a gold digger 
All that glistens/glitters is not 
gold. 
All that glisters is not gold. 
beas good as gold 
be worth its/your weight in 
gold 
have a heart of gold 
like gold 
like gold dust 
strike gold 
GOLDEN 
a golden boy/girl 
a golden handshake 
a golden oldie 
a golden parachute 
golden handcuffs 
kill the goose that lays the 
golden egg 
GOLDMINE 
be sitting on a goldmine 
GONE 
be gone on sb 
gone for a burton 
here today, gone tomorrow 
GOOD 
a fat lot of good/use 
a good egg 
a good-for-nothing 
a good Samaritan 
A miss is as good as a mile. 
Anod’s as good as a wink. 
Allin good time. 
be all well and good 
be as good as gold 
be as good as new 
be as good as your word 
be in good company 
be in sb's good books 
be no good/use to man or beast 
be on good terms with sb 
be on to a good thing 
be too good to be true 
be up to no good 
do sb a power of good 
do sb the world of good 
Enough is as good as a feast. 
for good 
for good and all 
for good measure 
give as good as you get 
good and proper 
good-for-nothing: see a good- 
for-nothing 
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Good riddance (to bad 
rubbish)! 
good/right and proper 
have a good head on your 
shoulders 
have a good mind to do sth 
have a good run for your 
money 
have had a good innings 
have it on good authority 
hold good 
if sb knows what's good for 
them 
in good faith 
It's anill wind (that blows 
nobody any good). 
It's no good/use crying over 
spilt milk. 
make a good fist of sth/doing 
sth 
make good on sth 
make (it) good 
No news is good news. 
One good turn deserves 
another. 
put ina good word for sb 
So far so good. 
stand sb in good stead 
take sth in good part 
take the bad with the good 
the good old days 
the great and the good 
The road to hell is paved with 
good intentions. 
throw good money after bad 
too much of a good thing 
turn/use sth to good account 
What's good for the goose (is 
good for the gander). 
while the going is good 
You can't keep a good 
man/woman down. 
Your guess is as good as mine. 
GOODBYE 
kiss/say/wave goodbye to sth 
GOODS 
come up with the goods 
deliver the goods 
sell sb a bill of goods 
your goods and chattels 
GOODY-GOODY 


cook sb's goose 
kill the goose that lays the 
golden egg 
What's good for the goose (is 
good for the gander). 
What's sauce for the goose (is 
sauce for the gander). 
wouldn't say boo to a goose 
GOOSEBERRY 
play gooseberry 
GORDIAN 
a Gordian knot 


GRASS 


cut the Gordian knot: see a 
Gordian knot 


accept/take sth as gospel 
(truth) 

the gospel truth 

GOT 

A man's got to do what a man's 
got to do. 

Got it in one! 

Has the cat got your tongue? 

have got it bad 

If you've got it, flaunt it! 

like the cat that got the 
cream 

We've got a right one here! 

You've got me there. 


agrabbag 
GRABS 


a fall from grace: see fall from 
grace 

asaving grace 

fall from grace 

There but for the grace of God 
(go I). 


take sth with a grain of salt 
GRAND 
in the grand/great scheme of 


things 
the grand old man of sth 
GRANDEUR 
delusions of grandeur 
GRANDMOTHER 
teach your grandmother to 
suck eggs 
GRANTED 
take it for granted 
take sb for granted 
take sth for granted 
GRAPES 
sour grapes 
GRAPEVINE 
hear sth on/through the 
grapevine 
GRASP 
clutch/grasp at straws 
grasp the nettle 


be as interesting as watching 
grass grow 
be like watching grass grow 


GRASSHOPPER 


grass-roots: see the grass 
roots 
not let the grass grow under 
your feet 
The grass is always greener 
(on the other side of the 
fence). 
the grass roots 
GRASSHOPPER 
be knee-high to a grasshopper 
GRATE 
get/grate on sb's nerves 
GRATEFUL 
be grateful/thankful for small 
mercies 
GRAVE 
be as silent as the grave 
dig your own grave 
from the cradle to the grave 
have one foot in the grave 
this side of the grave 
turn in your grave 
turn over/spin in your grave 
GRAVEYARD 


a gray area: see a grey area 
gray matter: see grey matter 
GREASE 
elbow grease 
grease sb's palm 
GREASED 
like greased lightning 
GREASY 
agreasy spoon 
the greasy pole 
GREAT 
be another/one of life's great 
mysteries 
be going great guns 
be no great shakes 
go to great lengths to do sth 
go to/take great pains to do 
sth 
Great minds (think alike). 
Great/Mighty oaks from little 
acorns grow. 
in the grand/great scheme of 


things 
make (a) great play of sth 
set great/much store by sth 
the great and the good 
GREATEST 
the best/greatest thing since 
sliced bread 
GREEK 
It's all Greek to me. 
GREEN 
be green about/around the 
gills 


be green with envy 
get the green light: see give 
sb/sth the green light 


514 


give sb/sth the green light 
green-fingered: see have green 
fingers 
green-thumbed: see have 
green fingers 
have a green thumb 
have green fingers 
the green-eyed monster 
the rub of the green 
GREENER 
greener pastures 
The grass is always greener 
(on the other side of the 
fence). 
GREET 
greet/welcome sb/sth with 
open arms 
GREY 
agrey area 
grey matter 
the men in grey suits 
GRIEF 
come to grief 
get grief: see give sb grief 
give sb grief 
GRIM 
hang/hold on like grim death 
the Grim Reaper 
GRIN 
a grin like a Cheshire cat 
ashit-eating grin 
grin and bear it 
grin like a Cheshire cat: see a 
grin like a Cheshire cat 
grin/smile from ear to ear 
GRIND 
grind to a halt/standstill 
havean axe to grind 
GRINDSTONE 
keep your nose to the 
grindstone 
GRIP 
bein the grip of sth 
get a grip (on yourself) 
have a grip on sth 
keep a grip on yourself: see get 
a grip (on yourself) 
lose your grip 
GRIPS 
come/ get to grips with sth 
GRIST 
(all) grist to the mill 
grist for your mill 
GRIT 


be in the groove 

be (stuck) in a groove 
GROUND 

a happy hunting ground 

be thick on the ground: see be 

thin on the ground 

be thin on the ground 

break new ground 

common ground 


cut the ground from under 
sb/sb's feet 
drive/run/work yourself into 
the ground 
fall on stony ground 
gain ground 
get in on the ground floor 
get (sth) off the ground 
give ground 
go to ground 
have your/both feet on the 
ground: see keep your/both 
feet on the ground 
hit the ground running 
hold/stand your ground 
keep an/your ear to the 
ground 
keep your/both feet on the 
ground 
lose ground: see gain ground 
on dangerous ground 
on safe ground: see on 
dangerous ground 
prepare the ground 
run into the ground 
run sb to ground 
run sth into the ground 
sb's stamping/stomping 
ground 
shift your ground 
suit sb down to the ground 
the high ground 
the middle ground 
wish the ground would 
swallow you up 
GROUP 
a ginger group 
GROVES 
the groves of academe 
GROW 
Absence makes the heart 
grow fonder. 
be as interesting as watching 
grass grow 
be like watching grass grow 
Great/Mighty oaks from little 
acorns grow. 
grow like Topsy 
Money doesn’t grow on trees. 
not let the grass grow under 
your feet 
GROWING 
growing pains 
GRUDGE 
bear a grudge 
GRUNT 
grunt work 
grunt work 
GUARD 
be on (your) guard 
catch/take sb off guard 
drop/lower your guard 
the old guard 
GUESS 
an educated guess 


beanybody's guess 

Your guess is as good as mine. 
GUESSING 

keep sb guessing 

no prizes for guessing sth 
GUEST 

Be my guest. 
GUIDING 

a guiding light/spirit 
GUILT 

a guilt trip 

lay/put a guilt trip on sb 

send sb on a guilt trip 
GUINEA 


stick in your gullet/throat 
GUM 
beupagum tree 
gum up the works 
GUN see also GUNS 
a big gun/noise 
asmoking gun 
ason of agun 
be under the gun 
hold/put a gun to sb's head 
jump the gun 
Son of a gun! 
GUNBOAT 
gunboat diplomacy 
GUNG-HO 
be gung-ho about/for sth: see 
gung-ho 
gung-ho 
GUNNING 
be gunning for sb 
GUNS 
all guns blazing 
be going great guns 
spike sb's guns 
stand by your guns 
stick to your guns 
with (your) guns blazing 
GUNWALES 
to the gunwales 
GURGLER 
down the gurgler 
GUT see also GUTS 
agutfeeling 
a gut reaction 
bust a gut 
bust a gut (laughing) 
GUT-BUCKET 


a gut-bucket 
GUTS 
amisery guts 
blood and guts 
hate sb's guts 
have your guts for garters 
slog/sweat/work your guts out 
Spill your guts 
GUTSER 
come a gutser 
GUY 
a fall guy 
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a wise guy 
No more Mr Nice Guy. 
GUZZLER 
agas guzzler 
HABIT 
force of habit 
kick the habit 
Why break the habit of a 
lifetime? 
HACKLES 
make (sb's) hackles rise 
raise (sb's) hackles 
sb’s hackles rise: see raise 
(sb's) hackles 
HAD 
had it coming 
have had a bellyful of sth 
have had a good innings 
have had it 
have had it (up to here) 
have had its chips 
have had its/your day 
have had more than your fair 
share of sth 
have had your chips 
have had your fill 
have had your fill of sth 
HAG 
a fag hag 
HAIL-FELLOW-WELL-MET 
hail-fellow-well-met 
HAIR see a/so HAIRS 
ahair shirt 
a hair's breadth 
curl sb's hair 
get in sb's hair 
hair-raising 
harm a hair on sb's head 
have a bad hair day 
haven't seen hide nor hair of 
sb/sth 
Keep your hair on! 
let your hair down 
make sb's hair curl 
make sb's hair stand on end 
not a hair out of place 
not turn a hair 
out of sb's hair: see get in sb's 
hair 
pull/tear your hair out 
put hair(s) on your chest 
the hair of the dog (that bit 
you) 
HAIR-SPLITTING 
hair-splitting: see split hairs 
HAIRS 
have sb by the short hairs 
split hairs 
HALCYON 
the halcyon days 
HALE 


hale and hearty 
HALF see also HALVES 

a half-wit 

be at half-mast 


HAND 


be half-cut 

be half-dead 

be half the battle (won) 

be half the [dancer/ writer 
etc.] you used to be 

be too clever by half 

Cheap at half the price! 

given half a/the chance 

go off at half-cock 

go off half-cocked: see go off at 
half-cock 

Half a loaf is better than none. 


Half/Just a mo. 

have half a mind to do sth 

have half an ear on sth 

have not heard the half of it! 

have/keep half an eye on 
sth/sb 

how the other half lives 

listen with half an ear: see 
have half an ear on sth 

not be half bad 

not half 

Not half! 

not know the half of it 

sb's better/other half 

six of one and half a dozen of 
theother 

That was a [game/meal/ walk 
etc.] and a half! 

with half an eye on sth/sb: see 
have/keep half an eye on 
sth/sb 

HALF-ASSED 
half-assed: see half-arsed 
HALF-COCKED 
go off half-cocked: see go off at 


HALT 
grind to a halt/standstill 
HALVES 
not do anything/things by 
halves 


HAM-FISTED 
ham-fisted 
HAM-HANDED 
ham-handed: see ham-fisted 
HAMMER 
be/go at it hammer and 
tongs 
come/go under the hammer 
drive/hammer sth home 
HAND see also HANDS 
A bird in the hand (is worth 
two in the bush). 


HAND-WRINGING 


a firm/steady hand on the 
tiller 

a hand-me-down 

an iron fist/hand in a velvet 


bea dab hand 

be in hand 

beon hand 

bite the hand that feeds you 

can count sth on the fingers of 
one hand 

catch sb with their 
fingers/hand in the till: see 
have your fingers/hand in the 
till 

close/near at hand 

come/go cap in hand 

come/go hat in hand 

could do sth with one 
arm/hand tied behind their 
back 

first hand 

force sb's hand 

gain/get the upper hand: see 
have the upper hand 

get out of hand 

give sb a free hand 

give sb a hand 

give/hand sth to sb on a plate 

give/hand sth to sbona 
(silver) platter 

go hand in hand 

hand and glove 

hand in glove 

hand on heart: see put your 
hand on your heart 

hand over fist 

hand over the reins 

hand-to-mouth: see live (from) 
hand to mouth 

have a free hand: see give sb a 
free hand 

havea hand in sth 

have sb eating out of the palm 
of your hand 

have sb in the palm of your 
hand 

have sb/sth on hand: see be on 
hand 

have sth in hand: see be in hand 

have the upper hand 

have your fingers/hand in the 
till 


have/hold the whip hand 

hold sb's hand 

I/You have to hand it to sb 

keep your hand in 

know sth like the back of your 
hand 

lay ahand on sb 

lend (sb) a hand 

live (from) hand to mouth 

on the one hand...on the other 
hand 
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out of hand 

overplay your hand 

put your hand in your pocket 

put your hand on your heart 

raise your hand against/to sb 

rule (sb) with an iron 
fist/hand 


show your hand 
sleight of hand 
take sb/sth in hand: see be in 
hand 
the dead hand of sth 
The hand that rocks the cradle 
(rules the world). 
the left hand doesn't know 
what the right hand is doing 
the matter at hand 
the matter in hand 
throw in your hand 
tip your hand 
try your hand at sth 
turn your hand to sth 
wait on sb hand and foot 
HAND-WRINGING 
hand-wringing: see wring your 
hands 
HANDBASKET 
goto hell ina 
handbasket/handcart 
HANDCART 
gotohellina 
handbasket/handcart 
HANDCUFFS 
golden handcuffs 
HANDLE 
be too hot to handle 
fly off the handle 
get a handle on sth 
handle/treat sb with kid gloves 
HANDLES 


asafe pair of hands 

all hands on deck 

all hands to the pumps 

be in safe hands 

be in sb's hands 

beout of sb's hands 

be putty in your hands 

beat sb hands down: see win 
(sth) hands down 

can't keep your hands off sb 

change hands 

dirty your hands 

fallinto sb's hands 

fall into the wrong hands 

get your hands dirty 

get your hands on sb 

get/lay your hands on sth 

have blood on your hands 

have clean hands: see keep 
your hands clean 

have sb's blood on your hands 

have sth on your hands 

have time on your hands 


have your hands full 
keep your hands clean 
leave sth in sb's hands: see be 
in sb's hands 
off sb's hands 
place/put your life in sb's 
hands: see your life is in sb's 
hands 
play into sb's hands 
sb's hands are tied 
siton your hands 
take matters into your own 
hands 
take sb/sth off sb's hands: see 
off sb's hands 
take the law into your own 
hands 
take your life in/into your 
hands 
The devil finds work for idle 
hands. 
time hangs/lies heavy (on sb's 
hands) 
wandering hands 
wash your hands of sb/sth 
win (sth) hands down 
with your bare hands 
with your own fair hands 
wring your hands 
your life is in sb's hands 
HANDSHAKE 
a golden handshake 
HANDWRITING 
read/see the handwriting on 
the wall: see the writing is on 
the wall 
the handwriting is on the 
wall 
HANG see also HANGED, 
HANGING, HANGS 
a hang-up 
and hang the cost/expense 
be/hang in the balance 
cling on/hang on by your 
fingernails 
cling on/hang on by your 
fingertips 
get the hang of sth 
give sb enough rope (to hang 
themselves) 
hang a left/right 
hang by a thread 
Hang loose! 
Hang on a mo. 
hang (on) in there 
hang out your shingle 
hang tough 
hang up your boots 
hang up your hat 
hang your head (in shame) 
hang/hold fire 
hang/hold on like grim death 
hang/hold on (to sth/sb) for 
dear life 
let it all hang out 


HANGED 
Imightas well be 
hanged/hung for a sheep asa 
lamb. 
HANGER 
a hanger-on 
HANGING 
be hanging over you 
be hanging over your head 
be left hanging (in the air/in 
midair) 
HANGS 
Thereby/Therein hangs a tale. 
time hangs/lies heavy (on sb's 
hands) 
HANKY-PANKY 
hanky-panky 
HAPPEN 
accidents will happen 
an accident waiting to happen 
HAPPY 
a happy accident 
a happy hunting ground 
a happy medium 
beas happy asa clam 
beas happy as Larry/a sandboy 
not be a happy bunny 
not be a happy camper 
the happy event 
HAPPY-GO-LUCKY 
happy-go-lucky 
HARD 


a hard-on 

a hard/tough nut 

a hard/tough nut to crack 

a hard/tough row to hoe 

be a hard/tough act to follow 

be as hard as nails 

be hard pressed 

be hard pushed 

be hard put to do sth 

be hard up 

between a rock and a hard 
place 

die hard 

die-hard: see die hard 

drive a hard bargain 

fall on hard times 

feel hard done-by 

give sb a hard time 

hard-boiled 

hard cash 

hard feelings 

hard going 

Hard lines. 

hard-nosed 

hard to swallow 

hard/hot on sb's heels 

Hard/Tough cheddar! 

Hard/Tough cheese! 

have a hard time (of it): see 
give sb a hard time 

hitsth hard 

make hard work of sth/doing 
sth 
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no hard and fast rules 
play hard to get 
take a long, hard look at sth 
the hard sell 
the hard stuff 
the school of hard knocks 
think long and hard 
HARDBALL 
play hardball 
HARDEN 
harden your heart 
HARDER 
The bigger they are, the 
harder they fall. 
HARDLY 
can barely/hardly hear 
yourself think 
HARE 
be as mad as a March hare 
run with the hare and hunt 
with the hounds 
HARM 
harm a hair on sb's head 
wouldn't harm/hurt a fly 
HARNESS 
be back in harness 
in harness 
HARRY 
Tom, Dick and/or Harry 
HARVEST 
reap a/the harvest of sth 
HAS-BEEN 
a has-been 
HASTE 
Marry in haste, repent at 
leisure. 
HAT see also HATS 
at the drop of a hat 
be talking through your hat 
be wearing your 
[teacher's/lawyer's etc.] 
hat 
come/go hat in hand 
hang up your hat 
have your [teacher's/lawyer's 
etc.] hat on 
Itake my hat off to sb 
Itip my hat to sb 
I'll eat my hat 
If the hat/shoe fits (wear it). 
keep sth under your hat 
old hat 
pass the hat around/round 
pull a rabbit out of the hat 
throw/toss your hat in the 
ring 
with your [teacher's/lawyer's 
etc.] hat on: see be wearing 
your [teacher's/lawyer's etc.] 
hat 
HATCH 
Down the hatch! 
HATCHED 
Don't count your chickens 
(before they're hatched). 


HAVE 


HATCHES 
batten down the hatches 
HATCHET 
a hatchet job 
ahatchet man 
bury the hatchet 
HATE 
hate sb's guts 
sb's pet hate 
HATS 


be as mad as a hatter 
HAUL 

along haul 

drag/haul sb over the coals 

haulass 

haul/pull yourself up by your 
bootstraps 

in/over the long haul: seea 
long haul 

HAVE see also HAD, HAVING 

and what have you 

catch/have sb bang to rights 

catch/have sb dead to rights 

get/have a fair crack of the 
whip: see give sb a fair crack 
of the whip 

get/have carte blanche: see 
give sb carte blanche 

get/have your day in court 

get/have your end away 

have a bad hair day 

have a ball 

have a bash 

have a bee in your bonnet 

have a bone to pick with sb 

have a bun in the oven 

have a card up your sleeve 

have a chip on your shoulder 

have a conniption fit 

have a cow 

have a downer on sb 

have a familiar ring (to it) 

have [a few/a lot etc.] irons in 
the fire 

have a field day 

have a finger in every pie 

have a finger in the pie: see 
have a finger in every pie 

have a free hand: see give sba 
free hand 

have a frog in your throat 

have a goat sb 

have a good mind to do sth 

have a good run for your 
money 

have a green thumb 

have a grip on sth 

have a hand in sth 

have a hard time (of it): see 
give sb a hard time 

have a head start 

have a heart of gold 

have a heart of stone 


HAVE 


Have a heart! 

have a heavy foot 

have a hollow ring: see 
ring/sound hollow 

have a leg up on sb 

have a line on sb/sth: see get a 
line on sb/sth 

have a lot going for you 

have a lot of time for sb/sth 

have a lot to answer for 

have a lot/enough on your 
plate 

have a memory like an 
elephant 

have a mind like a steel trap 

have a mind of its own 

have a nose for sth 

have a nose (round) 

have a one-track mind 

have a ring to it 

have a rough time (of it): see 
give sb a rough time 

have a screw loose 

havea shot at sb 

have a shot at sth 

havea shufti 

have a soft spot for sb/sth 

have a thin time (of it) 

have a thing about sth/sb 

have a thing going with sb 

have a weak spot for sb/sth 

have a whale of a time 

have a word in sb’s ear 

have a/your finger on the 
button 

have (all) the makings of sth 

have all your marbles: see lose 
your marbles 

have an ace up your sleeve 

have an axe to grind 

have an ear for sth 

have an eye for sth 

have an eye for/on the main 
chance 

have big ears 

have bigger/other fish to fry 

have blood on your hands 

have butterflies (in your 
stomach) 

have clean hands: see keep 
your hands clean 

have designs on sb 

have dibs on sth 

have egg on your face 

have first call on sth 

have friends in high places 

have fun and games 

have (got) it made 

have got the hump: see get the 
hump 

have green fingers 

have half a mind to do sth 

have half an ear on sth 

have it away 

have it in for sb 
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have it off 

have it on good authority 

have it out with sb 

have itchy feet 

have kittens 

have lead in your pencil: see 
put lead in your pencil 

have legs 

have mixed feelings about 
sth 


have money to burn 

have no stomach for sth 

have no time for sb/sth: see 
have a lot of time for sb/sth 

have no time to lose: see 
There's no time to lose. 

have no truck with sth/sb 

have nothing between 
the/your ears 

have one foot in the grave 

have pins and needles 

have sb by the balls 

have sb by the short and 
curlies 

have sb by the short hairs 

have sb down on you like a ton 
of bricks: see be/come down 
on sb like a ton of bricks 

have sb eating out of the palm 
of your hand 

have sb in stitches 

have sb in the palm of your 
hand 

have sb in your corner 

have sb in your sights 

have sb on a string 

have sb on the run 

have sb over a barrel 

have sb pegged 

have sb rolling in the aisles 

have sb taped 

have sb's blood on your hands 

have sb's ear 

have sb's name on it 

have sb's name written all 
over it 

have sb's number 

have sb/sth on hand: see be on 
hand 

have second thoughts 

have shit for brains 

have something going with sb 

have sth coming out of your 
ears 

have sth down pat: see learn 
sth off pat 

have sth down to a fine art 

have sth in hand: see be in hand 

have sth in mind 

have sth in your sights 

have sth off pat: see learn sth 
off pat 

have sth off toa fine art 

have sth on the brain 

have sth on the go 


have sth on your hands 

have sth up your sleeve 

Have sth will travel! 

have teeth 

have the bit between your 
teeth: see get/take the bit 
between your teeth 

have the brass (balls) to do sth 

have the brass (neck) to do sth 

have the cares/weight of the 
world on your shoulders 

have the courage of your 
convictions 

have the devil's own job doing 
sth/to do sth 

have the devil's own luck 

have the edge on/over sb/sth 

have the final/last word 

have the inside track 

have the last laugh 

have the luck of the devil 

have the measure of sb/sth 

have (the right of/to) first 
refusal: see give sb (the right 
of/to) first refusal 

have the run of swh 

have the time of your life 

have the upper hand 

have the world at your feet 

have time on your hands 

have time on your side 

have to be seen to be believed 

have to eat your words 

have words 

have your back against/to the 
wall 

have your beady eye on sth/sb 

have your cake and eat it 
(too) 

have your eye on sth 

have your finger on the pulse 

have your fingers/hand in the 
till 

have your guts for garters 

have your hands full 

have your head in the clouds 

have your head screwed on 
(the right way) 

have your head (stuck) up 
your arse 

have your heart set on 
sth/doing sth: see set your 
heart on sth/doing sth 

have your knife into sb 

have your mind on sth 

have your nose in a book 

have your nose in the air: see 
with your nose in the air 

have your pick of sth 

have your plate full 

have your sights set on 
sth/doing sth: see set your 
sights on sth/doing sth 

have your work cut out (for 
you) 


have your/both feet on the 
ground: see keep your/both 
feet on the ground 

have your/its moments 

have/get your fingers 
burned/burnt 

have/hold all the aces 

have/hold all the cards 

have/hold the whip hand 

have/keep a foot in both 
camps 

have/keep an open mind 

have/keep half an eye on 
sth/sb 

have/keep one eye on sth/sb 

have/keep sb on a short/tight 
leash 

have/keep your wits about 
you 

have/lead/live a charmed life 

have/make a stab at sth/doing 
sth 

have/see your name in lights 

have/take a crack at sth 

have/take pride of place 

have/throw a fit 

he/she doesn't have a [jealous, 
mean, unkind etc.] bone in 
his/her body 

I/You have to hand it to sb 

not have a bean 

not have a care in the world 

not have a cat in hell's chance 

not have a clue 

not have a leg to stand on 

not have a monopoly on sth 

not have a prayer 

not have much going for you: 
see have a lot going for you 

not have much time for sb/sth: 
see have a lot of time for 
sb/sth 

not have the faintest (idea) 

not have the foggiest 
(idea/notion) 

not have the stomach for sth 

only have eyes for sb 

to have the hots for sb 

you don't have to be a rocket 
scientist 

You have to be cruel to be 
kind. 

HAVING 

Time flies when you're having 

fun. 


HAW 
hemand haw 
hum and haw 
HAWK 
have eyes like a hawk 
watch sb like a hawk 
HAY 
aroll in the hay 
hit the hay 
make hay while the sun shines 
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HAYSTACK 
be like looking for a needle in 
a haystack 
HAYWIRE 
go haywire 
HEAD see also HEADED, 
HEADING, HEADS 
a cool head 
aroofover your head 
a (sudden) rush of blood (to 
the head) 
asword of Damocles hangs 
over sb's head 
a wise head on young 
shoulders 
an old head on young 
shoulders 
be banging/hitting your head 
against a brick wall 
be hanging over your head 
be head over heels (in love) 
be in over your head 
be like a bear with a sore head 
be off your head 
beoutof your head 
bite/snap sb's head off 
bring sth to a head: see come to 
ahead 
build/get/work up a head of 
steam 
bury your head in the sand 
can't make head nor/or tail of 
sth 
come to a head 
could do sth standing on your 
head 
do sb's head in 
fall head over heels (in love): 
see be head over heels (in 
love) 
get your head around sth 
get your head down 
get/put your head down 
give sb a head start: see have a 
head start 
give sb their head 
go head to head 
go over sb's head 
go to sb's head 
hang your head (in shame) 
harm a hair on sb's head 
have a good head on your 
shoulders 
have a head start 
have eyes in the back of your 
head 
have your head in the clouds 
have your head screwed on 
(the right way) 
have your head (stuck) up 
your arse 
head and shoulders above [the 
others/the rest etc.] 
hit the nail on the head 
hold your head up high 


HEAP 


hold/put a gun to sb’s head 
keep a civil tongue in your 
head 
keep your head 
keep your head above water 
keep your head down 
knock sth on the head 
[laugh/scream/shout etc.] 
your head off 
let your heart rule your head 
like a chicken with its head 
cut off 
lose your head 
need sth like (you need) a hole 
inthe head 
need your head 
examined/examining 
need your head testing 
not beright in the head 
off thetop of your head 
on sb's (own) head be it 
pissed out of your 
head/mind/skull 
put ideas into sb's head 
put your head/neck on the 
block 
put/stick your head above the 
parapet 
raise/rear its (ugly) head 
sb’s eyes are popping out of 
their head 
Sb's head on a plate/platter 
soft in the head 
stand/turn sth on its head 
take it into your head to do sth 
talk out of the back of your 
head 
the head honcho 
the heart rules the head: see 
let your heart rule your 
head 
with your head in the clouds: 
see have your head in the 
clouds 
HEADED 
be headed for a fall 
HEADING 
be heading/riding for a fall 
HEADLESS 
like a headless chicken 
HEADLIGHTS 
belike a deer/rabbit caught in 
the headlights 
HEADLINES 
hit/make the headlines 
HEADS 
heads will roll 
put their heads together 
turn heads 
HEADWAY 
make headway 
HEALTH 
a clean bill of health 
HEAP 
atthe bottom of the heap/pile 


HEAR 


beon the scrap heap: see throw 
Sb/sth on the scrap heap 
fall ina heap 
throw sb/sth on the scrap heap 
HEAR 
can barely/hardly hear 
yourself think 
can't hear yourself think 
hear sth on/through the 
grapevine 
won't hear a word (said) 
against sb/sth 
You'll never hear the end of it. 
HEARD 
Children should be seen and 
not heard. 
have heard/seen the last of 
sb/sth 
have not heard the half of it! 
You could have heard a pin 
drop. 
HEART see a/so HEARTS 
a bleeding heart 
achange of heart 
a heart-to-heart 
aman/woman after your own 
heart 
Absence makes the heart 
grow fonder. 
bare your heart/soul 
be all heart 
break sb’s heart 
close/dear to sb's heart 
Cross my heart (and hope to 
die). 
cry/sob your heart out 
from the bottom of your heart 
hand on heart: see put your 
hand on your heart 
harden your heart 
havea heart of gold 
have a heart of stone 
Have a heart! 
have your heart set on 
sth/doing sth: see set your 
heart on sth/doing sth 
heart and soul: see put your 
heart and soul into sth/doing 
sth 
heart-to-heart: see a heart-to- 
heart 
Home is where the heart is. 
in your heart of hearts 
It's/You're breaking my heart! 
know/learn sth (off) by heart 
let your heart rule your head 
lose heart 
lose your heart to sb 
open your heart 
pour your heart out 
put your hand on your heart 
put your heart and soul into 
sth/doing sth 
sb's heart is in theright place 
sb's heart is in their boots 


520 


sb's heart is in their mouth 

sb's heart isn't in sth 

sb's heart misses/skips a beat 

sb's heart sinks 

Sb, eat your heart out! 

set your heart on sth/doing 
sth 

sick at heart 

strike at the heart of sth 

take heart 

take sth to heart 

the heart rules the head: see 
let your heart rule your 
head 

to your heart's content 

warm the cockles of your 
heart 

wear your heart on your 
sleeve 

your heart bleeds 

your heart goes out to sb 


tear/tugat the heartstrings 
tear/tugat your heartstrings 


If you can't stand the heat, get 
out of the kitchen. 

in the heat of the moment 

put the heat on sb 

take the heat off sb 

the heat is on 

turn up the heat 
HEAVE 

give sb the (old) heave ho 
HEAVEN 


amarriage/match made in 
heaven 

bein seventh heaven 

God/Heaven help sb 

manna from heaven 

move heaven and earth 

smell/stink to high heaven 

HEAVENS 
the heavens opened 
HEAVY 

a heavy date 

aheavy hitter 

be heavy-footed: see have a 
heavy foot 

be heavy going 

have a heavy foot 

heavy-duty 

heavy-handed 

heavy petting 

hot and heavy 

make heavy weather of 
sth/doing sth 

time hangs/lies heavy (on sb’s 
hands) 


HECK 
Gust) for the heck of it 
HEDGE 
hedge your bets 
HEEBIE-JEEBIES 
give sb the heebie-jeebies 
HEEL 
an Achilles' heel 
bring/call sb to heel 
come to heel 
under sb's heel 
HEELS 
at sb's heels 
be head over heels (in love) 
cool your heels 
dig your heels in 
drag your feet/heels 
fall head over heels (in love): 
see be head over heels (in 
love) 
hard/hot on sb's heels 
hard/hot on the heels of sth 
kick up your heels 
kick your heels 
show sba clean pair of heels 
take to your heels 
HELL 
(a) hell on earth 
a hell-raiser: see raise hell 
aliving hell 
all hell breaks loose 
be hell-bent on sth/doing sth 
be hell on wheels 
be shot to hell/pieces 
catch/get hell 
come hell or high water 
[fight/run/work etc.] like hell 
frighten/scare the hell out of 
sb 
getthe hell out 
give sb hell 
Give them hell! 
go hell for leather 
go through hell 
gotohellina 
handbasket/handcart 
Go to hell! 
Hell hath no fury (like a 
woman scorned). 
Hell's bells! 
(just) for the hell of it 
likea bat out of hell 
not have a cat in hell's chance 
not have a chance/hope in hell 
not have a snowball's chance 
inhell 
play (merry) hell 
play (merry) hell with sth 
put sb through hell 
raise hell 
sure as hell 
the [child/house/mother etc.] 
from hell 
The road to hell is paved with 
good intentions. 


there'll be hell to pay 
to hell with sb/sth 
until hell freezes over 
what the hell 
when hell freezes over: see 
until hell freezes over 
would see sb in hell before you 
would do sth 
HELL-RAISER 
a hell-raiser: see raise hell 
HELP 
God/Heaven help sb 
HELTER-SKELTER 
helter-skelter 


hemming and hawing: see hum 
and haw 
HEN 
ahennight/party 
beas scarce as hen's teeth 
HERD 
ride herd on sb/sth 
HERE 
have had it (up to here) 
here goes nothing 
here today, gone tomorrow 
neither here nor there 
HERRING 
ared herring 
HIDDEN 
a hidden agenda 
HIDE 
cover/hide a multitude of 
sins 
haven't seen hide nor hair of 
sb/sth 
hide your light under a bushel 
tan sb's hide 
HIDING 
beona hiding to nothing 
HIGH 
a high-flier 
a high-flyer: see a high-flier 
a high roller 
beas high as a kite 
be flying high 
be for the high jump 
be riding high 
climb/get on your high horse 
come hell or high water 
come/get (down) off your high 
horse: see climb/get on your 
high horse 
from on high 
Give me a high five!: see Give 
me five! 
have friends in high places 
high and mighty 
high jinks 
high on the/sb's agenda 
hold your head up high 
hunt/search high and low 
in high dudgeon 
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it's high time 
leave sb high and dry 
live high off/on the hog 
on high 
pile it/them high and sell 
it/them cheap 
smell/stink to high heaven 
the high and mighty: see high 
and mighty 
the high ground 
HIGH-FLYER 
a high-flyer: see a high-flier 
HIGH-STRUNG 
high-strung: see highly- 
strung 
HIGHLY-STRUNG 
highly-strung 
HIGHWAY 
highway robbery 
HIGHWAYS 
the highways and byways 
HIKE 
Take a hike/walk! 
HILL 
beover the hill 
king of the hill 
not be worth a hill of beans 
up hill and down dale 
HILLS 
be as old as the hills 
HILT 
(up) to the hilt 
HIND 
can talk the hind leg(s) off a 
donkey 
HINDMOST 
(let) the devil take the 
hindmost 
HIP 
be joined at the hip 
shoot from the hip 
HISTORY 
the rest is history 
HIT see a/so HITS, HITTING 
a hit list 
ahit man 
aim/hit below the belt: see be 
below the belt 
before sb knows what hit 
them: see not know what hit 
you 
hit a/the (brick) wall 
hit and/or miss 
hit sb like a ton of bricks 
hit sb (right) between the 
eyes 
hit sb where it hurts (most) 
hit sth hard 
hit the books 
hit the bottle 
hit the buffers 
hit the ceiling/roof 
hit the deck/dirt 
hit the ground running 
hit the hay 


HOLD 


hit the jackpot 
hit the mark 
hit the nail on the head 
hit the road 
hit the sack 
hit the skids 
hit the spot 
hit the sth mark 
hit your stride 
hit/make the headlines 
hit/press/push the panic 
button 
hit/strike home 
hit/strike pay dirt 
hit/strike the right note 
hit/touch a (raw) nerve 
not know what hit you 
wouldn't know sth if it hit you 
in the face 
HITCH 
hitch your wagon toa star 
hitch your wagon to sb/sth 
HITS 
the shit hits the fan 
HITTER 
a heavy hitter 
HITTING 
be banging/hitting your head 
against a brick wall 
HO 
give sb the (old) heave ho 
ho-hum 
HOBBYHORSE 
on your hobbyhorse 
HOBSON 
Hobson's choice 
HOCKEY 
be jolly hockey sticks 
HOE 
a hard/tough row to hoe 


go the whole hog 

go whole hog 

live high off/on the hog 
HOIST 

be hoist by/with your own 


petard 
hoist a few 
HOLD 
be on hold: see put sth on hold 
can't hold a candle to sb/sth 
can't hold their drink/liquor 
Don't hold your breath. 
get (hold of) the wrong end of 
the stick 
hang/hold fire 
hang/hold on like grim death 
hang/hold on (to sth/sb) for 
dear life 
have/hold all the aces 
have/hold all the cards 
have/hold the whip hand 
hold court 


HOLDING 


hold down the fort 
hold good 
hold out/offer an olive 
branch 
hold sb to ransom 
hold sb's hand 
hold the fort 
holdthe key 
hold the purse strings 
hold your head up high 
Hold your horses! 
hold your own 
hold your tongue 
hold/keep sb at arm's length 
hold/keep sth/sb in check 
hold/keep your end up 
hold/put a gun to sb's head 
hold/stand your ground 
not hold water 
on hold 
put sth on hold 
HOLDING 
be left holding the baby 
be left holding the bag 
HOLDS 
no holds barred 
no-holds-barred: see no holds 
barred 
HOLE see a/so HOLES 
ahole card 
a hole in the wall 
asquare peg (in a round hole) 
an ace in the hole 
be ina hole 
be in the hole 
blow a hole in sth 
blow/make a hole in sth 
dig yourself into a hole: see be 
inahole 
dig/get sb out of a hole: see be 
inahole 
go into the hole: see be in the 
hole 
have sth burning a hole in 
your pocket 
hole-and-corner 
hole-in-the-corner: see hole- 
and-corner 
hole-in-the-wall: see a hole in 
the wall 
need sth like (you need) a hole 
in the head 
HOLE-IN-THE-CORNER 
hole-in-the-corner: see hole- 
and-corner 
HOLE-IN-THE-WALL 
hole-in-the-wall: see a hole in 
the wall 
HOLES 
be full of holes 
pick holes in sth 
HOLIDAY 
a busman’s holiday 
HOLIER-THAN-THOU 
holier-than-thou 
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HOLIES 
the holy of holies 
HOLLOW 
beat sb hollow 
have a hollow ring: see 
ring/sound hollow 
ring/sound hollow 
HOLY 
the holy of holies 
HOME 
a home away from home 
a home from home 
a home truth 
An Englishman's home is his 
castle. 
be at home 
be close to home 
be home and dry 
be home and hosed 
be home free 
be nothing much to write 
home about 
bring home the bacon 
bring sth home to sb 
Charity begins at home. 
chickens come home to roost 
come home to roost: see 
chickens come home to roost 
come home to sb: see bring sth 
home to sb 
drive/hammer sth home 
eat sb out of house and home 
hearth and home 
hit/strike home 
Home is where the heart is. 
keep the home fires burning 
make yourself at home 
not much to write home about 
pick up your marbles (and go 
home/leave) 
play away from home 
something to write home 
about: see be nothing much to 
write home about 
the home straight 
the home stretch 
The lights are on but 
nobody's/no-one's home. 
until the cows come home 
What's sth when it's at home? 
Who's sb when he's/she's at 
home? 
HOMEWORK 
do your homework 
HONCHO 
the head honcho 
HONEST 
be as honest as the day (is 
long) 
honest to God 
make an honest woman of sb 
HONEST-TO-GOODNESS 
honest-to-goodness 
HONESTY 
Honesty is the best policy. 


HONEY 
the land of milk and honey 
HONEYMOON 
a honeymoon period 
HONOR-BOUND 
be/feel honor-bound to do sth: 
see be/feel honour-bound to 
do sth 
HONORS 
do the honors: see do the 
honours 
HONOUR-BOUND 
be/feel honour-bound to do 
sth 
HONOURS 
dothe honours 


be off the hook 
be off the hook: see get/let sb 
off the hook 
by hook or by crook 
fall for sb hook, line and 
sinker 
fall for sth hook, line and 
sinker 
get/let sb off the hook 
off the hook 
on your own hook 
ring off the hook 
Sling your hook! 
HOOKS 
get your hooks into sth/sb 
HOOKY 


go/jump through hoops 
put sb through hoops: see 
go/jump through hoops 
HOOT 
not care/give a hoot 
HOP 
catch sb on the hop 
climb/get/hop into bed with 
sb: see be in bed with sb 
HOPE 
a hope chest 
Cross my heart (and hope to 
die). 
hope against hope 
live in hope 
not have a chance/hope in 
hell 
HOPES 
pin your hopes on sth/sb 
HOPPING 
be hopping mad 
HORIZON 
acloud on the horizon 
on the horizon 
HORIZONS 
broaden/widen sb’s horizons 
HORN see a/so HORNS 
blow/toot your own horn 


HORNET 
a hornet's nest 
beas mad as a hornet 
HORNS 
beon the horns of a dilemma 
draw/pull in your horns 
lock horns 
take the bull by the horns 
HORROR 
alittle horror 
HORSE 
a charley horse 
a dark horse 
a horse of another/a different 
color 
astalking horse 
a Trojan horse 
back the wrong horse 
beat a dead horse 
climb/get on your high horse 
closing/shutting the stable 
door after the horse has 
bolted 
come/get (down) off your high 
horse: see climb/get on your 
high horse 
eat like a horse 
flog a dead horse 
horse sense 
I could eat a horse. 
not look a gift horse in the 
mouth 
put the cart before the horse 
(straight) from the horse's 
mouth 
You can lead a horse to water 
(but you can't make him/it 
drink). 
HORSES 
Don't spare the horses. 
drive a coach and horses 
through sth 
Hold your horses! 
Horses for courses. 
wild horses 
HOSED 
be home and hosed 
HOSTAGE 
a hostage to fortune 
give a hostage to fortune: see a 
hostage to fortune 
HOSTAGES 
give hostages to fortune: see a 
hostage to fortune 
HOT 
a hot button 
a hot dog: see hot dog 
a hot potato 
a hot spot 
(all) hot and bothered 
be hot off the press 
be hot stuff 
be in hot water 
belikea cat on a hot tin roof 
be too hot to handle 
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blow hot and cold 
cut/go through sth like a (hot) 
knife through butter 
drop sb/sth like a hot 
brick/potato 
feel/go hot and cold (all over) 
get (sb) into hot water: see be 
inhot water 
go/sell like hot cakes 
hard/hot on sb's heels 
have [done/seen/had etc.] 
more sth than sb has had hot 
dinners 
hot air 
hot and heavy 
hot-button: see a hot button 
hot dog 
Hot dog! 
hot-ticket: see the hot ticket 
hot-to-trot 
hot under the collar 
in hot pursuit 
in the hot seat 
on the hot seat 
strike while the iron is hot 
the hot ticket 
HOT-BUTTON 
hot-button: see a hot button 
HOT-TICKET 
hot-ticket: see the hot ticket 
HOTFOOT 
hotfoot it 
HOTS 
to have the hots for sb 
HOUNDS 
run with the hare and hunt 
with the hounds 
HOUR 
atthe eleventh hour 
in sb's hour of need 
The darkest hour is just 
before the dawn. 
the witching hour 
HOURS 
at all hours (of the day and 
night) 
at all hours (of the night) 
the small hours 
till all hours (of the night): see 
at all hours (of the night) 
HOUSE 
ahalfway house 
a house of cards 
bringthe house down 
eatsbout of house and home 
get on like a house on fire 
get/put your own house in 
order 
not give sth/sb house room 
on the house 
There wasn't a dry eye in the 
house. 
HOUSES 
beas safe as houses 
go (all) round the houses 


HUSTLE 


People who live in glass houses 
(shouldn't throw stones). 
HOW 
a bit of how's your father 
And how! 
How do you like them 
apples! 
HUDDLE 
get/go into a huddle 
HUE 
ahueand cry 
HUFF 


ug 
HUM see also HUMMING 
hum and haw 
HUMAN 
the milk of human kindness 
To err is human, (to forgive, 
divine). 
HUMBLE 
eat humble pie 
HUMMING 
humming and hawing: see hum 
and haw 
HUMOR 
gallows humor 
schoolboy humor 
HUMOUR 
gallows humour 
schoolboy humour 
HUMP 
beoverthe hump 
getthe hump 
have got the hump: see get the 
hump 
HUNG 
Imight as well be 
hanged/hung for a sheep as a 
lamb. 
HUNKY-DORY 
be hunky-dory 
HUNT 
hunt/search high and low 
run with the hare and hunt 
with the hounds 
HUNTING 
a happy hunting ground 
HURRAH 
alast hurrah 
HURT 
Sticks and stones may break 
my bones (but words will 
never hurt me). 
What you don't know won't 
hurt you. 
wouldn't harm/hurt a fly 
HURTS 
hit sb where it hurts (most) 
HUSH 
hush money 
HUSTLE 
hustle and bustle 


HYDE 


HYDE 
a Jekyll and Hyde 
Jekyll and Hyde: see a Jekyll 
and Hyde 
HYMNSHEET 
sing from the same 
hymnsheet/songsheet 
rs 
dot the/your i's and cross 
the/your t's 
ICE 
an ice-breaker: see break the 
ice 
beas cold as ice 
beonice 
be (skating/walking) on thin 
ice 
break the ice 
cut no ice with sb 
put sth on ice: see be on ice 
ICEBERG 
the tip of the iceberg 
ICING 
the icing on the cake 
IDEA 
not have the faintest (idea) 
not have the foggiest 
(idea/notion) 
What's the big idea? 
IDEAS 
put ideas into sb’s head 
IDLE 
be bone idle 
The devil finds work for idle 
hands. 


if and when 
If you believe that, you'll 
believe anything! 
If you can’t beat ‘em, (join 
‘em)! 
IFS 
no ifs and buts 
no ifs, ands or buts 
IGNORANCE 
Ignorance is bliss. 
ILL 
beillatease 
It's an ill wind (that blows 
nobody any good). 
IMAGE 
bethe spitting image of sb 
IMAGINATION 
a flight of 
fancy/fantasy/imagination 
bea figment of your/the 
imagination 
by nostretch of the 
imagination 
not by any stretch of the 
imagination 
IMMEMORIAL 
from/since time immemorial 
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IN 
be a [athlete/star/writer etc.] 
inthe making 
be a [crisis/disaster etc.] in the 


making 

bein (a bit of) a jam 

be in a fix 

beinahole 

beinalather 

beinaspin 

beinastew 

be in a tizz/tizzy: see 
send/throw sb intoa 
tizz/tizzy 

be in bed with sb 

be in business 

be in cahoots 

be in clover 

be in deep/the shit 

be in eclipse 

be in hand 

be in line for sth 

be in luck 

be in over your head 

be in sb's clutches: see fall into 
sb's clutches 

be in sb's hands 

be in sb’s line 

be in sb's pocket 

be in sb's shoes 

beintheair 

beinthecan 

be in the cards 

beinthe chips 

beinthe clear 

beinthe club 

be in the dark 

be in the doghouse 

be in the doldrums 

be in the frame 

be in the grip of sth 

be in the groove 

be in the hole 

be in the know 

be in the limelight 

be in the loop 

be in the market for sth 

be in the money 

be in the picture: see be out of 
the picture 

be in the pink 

be in the pipeline 

be in the red 

be in the running 

be in the saddle 

be in the soup 

be in the spotlight 

be in the thick of sth 

be in the throes of sth/doing 
sth 

be in the wind 

be in the wrong 

be in the/your blood 

be in too deep 

be in touch 


be in your cups 
be in your element 
be in your face 
be (stuck) in a groove 
be (stuck) in a rut 
have been in the wars 
in a (cold) sweat 
ina huff 
inanutshell 
inapinch 
in all modesty 
In for a penny, (in for a 
pound). 
in harness 
in keeping with sth 
in light of sth 
in my book 
in sb's eyes 
in sb's shadow 
in spades 
in tandem 
in the altogether 
in the bag 
in the bargain 
in the bosom of sb 
in the buff 
in the closet: see come out of 
the closet 
in the light of sth 
in the main 
in the name of sth 
in the nick of time 
in the raw 
in the teeth of sth 
in the wilderness 
in touch with sth: see be out of 
touch with sth 
in tow 
In your dreams! 
in/under sth’s shadow 
not be backward in coming 
forward 
not in the business of doing 
sth 
(out) in the middle of 
nowhere 
You're in there! 
INCH 
be every inch sth 
beat sb to within an inch of 
their life 
come within an inch of doing 
sth 
Give sb an inch and they'll 
take a mile. 
not budge/give an inch 
not trust sb aninch 
INDEED 
A friend in need (is a friend 
indeed). 
INDIAN 
an Indian summer 
INDIANS 
too many chiefs (and not 
enough Indians) 


INFINITE 
in his/her/their (infinite) 
wisdom 
INFLUENCE 
under the influence 
INFORMATION 
amine of information 
INJURY 
add insult to injury 
INNINGS 
have had a good innings 
INS 
theins and outs 
INSIDE 
aninside job 
have the inside track 
know sth inside out 
INSIGNIFICANCE 
fade/pale into insignificance 
INSULT 
add insult to injury 
INTENTIONS 
The road to hell is paved with 
good intentions. 
INTENTS 
to all intents and purposes 
INTERESTING 
be as interesting as watching 
grass grow 
be as interesting as watching 
paint dry 
INTERFERENCE 
run interference 
INTO 
into the bargain 
INVENT 
invent sth out of whole cloth 
INVENTION 
Necessity is the mother of 
invention. 
INVERTED 
in inverted commas 
IRON 
an iron fist/hand in a velvet 
glove 
an iron man 
can talk the legs off an iron pot 
iron out the kinks 
pump iron 
rule (sb) with a rod of iron 
rule (sb) with an iron 
fist/hand 
strike while the iron is hot 
IRONS 
have [a few/a lot etc.] irons in 
the fire 
Is 
asis 
IT 
It’s/That's (just) not cricket! 
ITCH 
the seven year itch 
ITCHY 
get itchy feet: see have itchy 
feet 
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have itchy feet 
ITSELF 
anend in itself 
IVORIES 
tickle/tinkle the ivories 
IVORY 
anivory tower 
IvY 


Ivy League: see the Ivy League 
the Ivy League 
JACK 
ajack of all trades 
a Jack the Lad 
All work and no play (makes 
Jack a dull boy). 
every man jack (of us/them) 
JACKPOT 
hit the jackpot 
JAM 
be in (a bit of) ajam 
be money for jam 
jam tomorrow 


and all that jazz 
JEKYLL 
a Jekyll and Hyde 
Jekyll and Hyde: seea Jekyll 
and Hyde 
JEST 
There's many a true word 
spoken in jest. 


the jewel in the crown 
JIGGERY-POKERY 
jiggery-pokery 
JINKS 
high jinks 
JITTERS 
get the jitters 
give sb the jitters: see get the 
jitters 
JOB 
a bang up job 
a blow job 
a hatchet job 
ajob lot 
a Job's comforter 
aput-up job 
asnow job 
aninside job 
an uphill job/task 
doajobon sb/sth 
do the job 
Don't give up the day job! 
fall down on the job 
give sth up as a bad job 
have the devil's own job doing 
sth/to do sth 
It's more than my job's worth. 
lie down on the job 
make the best of a bad job 


JUICE 


the patience of Job/a saint 
JOBS 


jobs for the boys 
JoG 
jog your memory 
JOHN 
a Dear John letter 
JOHNNY-COME-LATELY 
a Johnny-come-lately 
JOHNNY-ON-THE-SPOT 
Johnny-on-the-spot 
JOIN 
enter/join the fray 
If you can't beat 'em, (join 
'em)! 
Join the club! 
join the ranks of sth 
JOINED 
be joined at the hip 
JOINT 
put sb's nose out of joint 
JOKE see also JOKING 
be no joke 
get/go beyond a joke 
the joke's on sb 
JOKER 
thejoker in the pack 
JOKING 
You must be joking! 
You're joking! 
JOLLY 
be jolly hockey sticks 
JOLT 
come (back) down to earth 
(with a bang/bump/jolt) 
JONESES 
keep up with the Joneses 
JOURNALISM 
yellow journalism 
JOWL 
cheek by jowl 
Jov 
a bundle of joy 
be in a transport of 
delight/joy 
jump for joy 
JOYS 
be full of the joys of spring 
JUDGE 
be as sober as a judge 
You can't judge a book by its 
cover. 
JUDGEMENT 
against your better judgement 
more by luck than judgement 
JUDGMENT see also JUDGE- 
MENT 
a judgment call 
sit in judgment on/over sb 
JUGGLING 
a balancing/juggling act 
JUGULAR 
go for the jugular 
JUICE 
stew in your own juice/juices 


JUICES 


JUICES 
stew in your own juice/juices 
JUMBO 
mumbo jumbo 
JUMP 
aquantum jump 
befor the high jump 
geta/the jump on sb/sth 
get/jump/leap on the 
bandwagon 
Go jump in a/the lake! 
(Go) take a running jump! 
go/jump through hoops 
jump down sb's throat 
jump for joy 
jump in at the deep end: see 
throw sb in at the deep end 
jump in feet first 
jump in with both feet 
jump out of the frying pan 
(and) into the fire 
jump ship 
jump the gun 
jump the queue 
jump to conclusions 
nearly jump out of your skin 
JUMPS 
see which way the cat jumps 
JUNGLE 
the law of the jungle 
JURY 
the jury is (still) out 
JUST 
be just the job 
be just the ticket 
be just what the doctor 
ordered 
be (just/right) up sb’s street 
get your just deserts 
Half/Just a mo. 
Icould (just) spit! 
It’s just one of those things. 
Gust) for the heck of it 
(just) for the hell of it 
Just my luck! 
not be just a pretty face 
The darkest hour is just 
before the dawn. 
JUSTICE 
poetic justice 
rough justice 
JUSTIFIES 
The end justifies the means. 
KANGAROO 


on an even keel 
KEEN 
be as keen as mustard 
KEEP see also KEEPING, 
KEEPS, KEPT 
bear/keep sth in mind 
can't keep your hands off sb 
can't take/keep your eyes off 
sb/sth 
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change/keep up/move with 
the times 

have/keep a foot in both 
camps 

have/keep an open mind 

have/keep half an eye on 
sth/sb 

have/keep one eye on sth/sb 

have/keep sb on a short/tight 
leash 

have/keep your wits about you 

hold/keep sb at arm's length 

hold/keep sth/sb in check 

hold/keep your end up 

keep a civil tongue in your 
head 

keep a grip on yourself: see get 
agrip (on yourself) 

keep a lid on sth 

keep a low profile 

keep a straight face 

keep a tight rein on sb/sth 

keep a weather eye on sth/sb 

keep an eye out for sb/sth 

keep an/your ear to the 
ground 

keep body and soul together 

keep faith with sth/sb 

keep sb guessing 

keep sb in the picture: see put 
sb in the picture 

keep sb on the edge of their 
chair 

keep sb on the edge of their 
seat 

keep sb on their toes 

keep sb posted 

keep sb sweet 

keep sb/sth on a tight rein 

keep sth dark 

keep sth under your hat 

keep sth/sb at bay 

keep tabs on sth/sb 

keep the ball rolling: see 
set/start the ball rolling 

keep the home fires burning 

keep the wolf from the door 

keep track 

keep up appearances 

keep up with the Joneses 

keep your chin up: see Chin 
up! 

keep your cool 

keep your eye in: see get your 
eye in 

keep your eye on the ball 

keep your finger on the pulse: 
see have your finger on the 
pulse 

keep your fingers crossed 

Keep your hair on! 

keep your hand in 

keep your hands clean 

keep your head 

keep your head above water 


keep your head down 
keep your mouth shut 
keep your nose clean 
keep your nose out of sth 
keep your nose to the 
grindstone 
keep your own counsel 
Keep your pecker up! 
keep your powder dry 
Keep your shirt on! 
keep your/an eye on sth/sb 
keep your/both feet on the 
ground 
keep yourself to yourself 
keep/leave sb in the dark: see 
be in the dark 
keep/play your cards close to 
your chest 
keep/stay in touch: see be in 
touch 
keep/stay one step ahead: see 
be one step ahead 
Why keep a dog and bark 
yourself? 
You can’t keep a good 
man/woman down, 
KEEPER 
not be sb's keeper 
not be your brother's keeper 
KEEPERS 
Finders keepers (losers 
weepers). 
KEEPING 
in keeping with sth 
out of keeping with sth: seein 
keeping with sth 
KEEPS 
Anapple a day keeps the 
doctor away. 
for keeps 
play for keeps 
KEG 
a powder keg 
KEN 
be beyond sb's ken 
KEPT 
akept man/woman 
KERB-CRAWLER 
a kerb-crawler 
KETTLE 
a fine/pretty kettle of fish 
be another/a different kettle 
of fish 
the pot calling the kettle black 
KEY 


hold the key 
under lock and key 
KIBOSH 
put the kibosh on sth 
KICK 
akick in the teeth 
a kick up the arse/backside 
for a kick-off 
get a kick out of sth/doing sth 
kick against the pricks 


kick over the traces 
kick sb in the teeth: seea kick 
inthe teeth 
kick sb upstairs 
kick sb when they're down 
kick (sb's) ass 
kick (sb's) butt 
kick the bucket 
kick the habit 
kick up a fuss/row/stink 
kick up astink 
kick up your heels 
kick your heels 
kick yourself 
KICKING 
be alive and kicking 
KICKS 
for kicks 
KID 
alatchkey child/kid 
be like a kid in a candy store 
handle/treat sb with kid 
gloves 
the new kid on the block 
KIDS 
kids’ stuff 
KILL 
be dressed to kill 
go (in) for the kill 
If looks could kill... 
kill or cure 
kill sb with kindness 
kill the clock 
kill the fatted calf 
kill the goose that lays the 
golden egg 
kill time 
kill two birds with one stone 
move in for the kill 
KILLED 
Curiosity killed the cat. 
KILLING 
make a killing 
KILTER 
out of kilter 


KIND 
be one of a kind 
be two of a kind 
not be the marrying kind 
You have to be cruel to be 
kind. 
KINDLY 
not take kindly to sth 
KINDNESS 
kill sb with kindness 
the milk of human kindness 
KING 
a king's ransom 
king of the castle 
king of the hill 
live like a king 
turn king's/queen's 
evidence 
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KINGDOM 
blast/blow sb/sth to 
kingdom come 
till/until kingdom come 
KINKS 
iron out the kinks 
Kiss 
give sb the kiss of life 
kiss and make up 
kiss and tell 
kiss-and-tell: see kiss and tell 
Kiss my arse! 
kiss (sb's) ass 
kiss/lick sb's arse 
kiss/say/wave goodbye to sth 
the kiss of death 
KISSING 
a kissing cousin 
KIT 
the whole (kit and) caboodle 
KITCHEN 
everything but the kitchen 
sink 
If you can't stand the heat, get 
out of the kitchen. 
kitchen-sink 
KITE 
be as high as a kite 
Go fly a kite! 
kite-flying 
KITH 
kith and kin 
KITTEN 
asex kitten 
KITTENS 
have kittens 
KITTY-CORNER 
kitty-corner 
KITTY-CORNERED 
kitty-cornered: see kitty- 
corner 
KNEE 
at your mother's knee 
be knee-deep in sth 
be knee-high to a grasshopper 
on bended knee/knees 
put sb over your knee 
KNEES 
be the bee's knees 
bring sb/sth to their knees 
on bended knee/knees 
weak at the knees 
KNELL 
sound/toll the death knell 
the death knell: see sound/toll 
the death knell 
KNICKERS 
get your knickers in a knot 
get your knickers in a twist 
KNIFE see also KNIVES 
aturn/twist of the knife: see 
turn/twist the knife 
cut/go through sth like a (hot) 
knife through butter 
go under the knife 


KNOTTED 


have your knife into sb 
ona knife-edge 
put/stick the knife in 
turn/twist the knife 
under the knife: see go under 
the knife 
you could cut the atmosphere 
with a knife 
KNIGHT 
a knight in shining armor 
a knight in shining armour 
a white knight 
KNIT 
knit your brows 
KNITTING 
stick to your knitting 
KNIVES 
the knives are out 
KNOBS 
with (brass) knobs on 
KNOCK see a/so KNOCKED, 
KNOCKING, KNOCKED 
beat/knock the (living) 
daylights out of sb 
beat/knock the tar out of sb 
blow/knock your socks off 
knock-down-drag-out 
Knock it off! 
knock (on) wood 
knock sb for six 
knock sb off their pedestal: 
see put sb on a pedestal 
knock sb off their perch 
knock sb sideways 
knock sb's block off 
knock (some) sense into sb 
knock spots off sb/sth 
knock sth on the head 
knock the bottom out of sth 
knock the stuffing out of sb 
knock them/'em dead 
knock/lick sth/sb into shape 
knock/throw sb for a loop 
take a knock 
KNOCK-SHOP 
a knock-shop: see a knocking 
shop 
KNOCKED 
You could have knocked me 
down/over with a feather! 
KNOCKING 
a knocking shop 
KNOCKS 
the school of hard knocks 
KNOT 
a Gordian knot 
cut the Gordian knot: seea 
Gordian knot 
get your knickers in a knot 
tie the knot 
KNOTS 
atarate of knots 
tie yourself (up) in knots 
KNOTTED 
Get knotted! 


KNOW 


KNOW see also KNOWS 

aknow-all 

a know-it-all: see a know-all 

be in the know 

better the devil you know 
(than the devil you don't) 

know a thing or two 

know no bounds 

know sb through and through 

know sth backwards 

know sth backwards and 
forwards 

know sth inside out 

know sth like the back of your 
hand 

know the ropes: see show sb 
the ropes 

know the score 

know what's what 

know where you stand 

know your onions 

know your place 

know your stuff 

know/learn sth (off) by heart 

not know beans about sth 

not know if/whether you are 
coming or going 

not know sb from Adam 

not know the first thing about 
sth 

not know the half of it 

not know the meaning of the 
word 

not know what hit you 

not know where to put 
yourself 

not know whether to laugh or 


cry 

not know which way to turn 

not know your arse from your 
elbow 

theleft hand doesn't know 
what the right hand is doing 

(Well) what do you know! 

What you don't know won't 
hurt you. 

wouldn't know sth if it hit you 
in the face 

wouldn't know sth if you fell 
over one 

KNOWS 

before sb knows what hit 

them: see not know what hit 


you 
for all sb knows 
if sb knows what's good for 
them 
KNUCKLE 
a knuckle sandwich 
be near the knuckle 
KNUCKLES 
a rap across/on/over the 
knuckles 
rap sb's knuckles: see a rap 
across/on/over the knuckles 
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LA-DI-DA 
la-di-da: see lah-di-dah 
LABOUR 
alabour of love 
LAD see also LADS 
aJack the Lad 
LADDER 
at the bottom of the ladder: see 
at the top of the ladder 
atthe top of the ladder 
the [first/highest/next etc.] 
rung on the ladder 
LADS 
one of the lads 
LADY 
abaglady 
alady-killer 
It's not over until the fat lady 
sings. 
Lady Bountiful 
Lady Muck 
LAGER 
a lager lout 
LAH-DI-DAH 
lah-di-dah 
LAID-BACK 
laid-back 
LAISSEZ-FAIRE 
laissez-faire 
laissez-faire: see laissez-faire 
laissez-faire 
laissez-faire: see laissez-faire 
LAKE 
Go jump in a/the lake! 
LAM 
on the lam 
LAMB 
be as gentle as a lamb 
I might as well be 
hanged/hung for a sheep as a 
lamb. 
in two shakes (of a lamb's 
tail) 
like a lamb 
like a lamb to the slaughter 
mutton dressed (up) as lamb 
LAME 
a lame duck 
lame-duck: see a lame duck 
LAND 
anever-never land 
be in the land of nod 
be in the land of the living 
do a land-office business 
find out/see how the land lies 
land on your feet 
land/sock sb one 
live in cloud-cuckoo land 
live off the fat of theland 
the land of milk and honey 
the lay of the land: see find 
out/see how the land lies 
the lie of the land: see find 
out/see how the land lies 
the promised land 


LANDSCAPE 
a blot on the landscape 
LANE 
life in the fast lane 
take a stroll/trip down 
memory lane 
LANGUAGE 
speak/talk the same language 
LAP 
be in the lap of the gods 
drop/fall into your lap 
inthe lap of luxury 
LARD-ARSE 
alard-arse 
LARGE 
as large as life 
be writlarge 
by and large 
loom large 
LARGER 
be larger than life 
LARK 
be up with the lark 
LARRY 
be as happy as Larry/a 
sandboy 
LAST 
a last hurrah 
be on its last legs 
be on your last legs 
be the last word in sth 
every last man (of us/them) 
Famous last words. 
have heard/seen the last of 
sb/sth 
have the final/last word 
have the last laugh 
last but not least 
last-ditch 
last-gasp 
the final/last straw 
the last gasp of sth 
the last of the big spenders 
LASTED 
It was fun while it lasted. 
LATCHKEY 
alatchkey child/kid 
LATE 
Better late than never. 
late in the day 
too little, too late 
LATHER 
be in a lather 
get (yourself) in/into a lather: 
see be ina lather 
LAUGH 
a belly laugh 
bealaugh a minute 
Don't make me laugh. 
have thelast laugh 
laugh in sb's face 
laugh like a drain 
laugh sth/sb out of court 
not know whether to laugh or 
cry 


LAUGHING 
alaughing stock 
be laughing all the way to the 
bank 
be laughing on the other side 
of your face 
belaughing out of the other 
side of your mouth 
belaughing up your sleeve 
be nolaughing matter 
busta gut (laughing) 
split your sides (laughing) 
LAUGHS 
not be a barrel of laughs 
not be a bundle of laughs 
LAUGHTER 
Laughter is the best medicine. 
LAUNDRY 
alaundry list 
air your dirty laundry/linen 
in public 
wash your dirty 
laundry/linen in public 
LAURELS 
look to your laurels 
rest on your laurels 
LAW 
bealaw unto yourself. 
find yourself on the wrong 
side of the law 
get on the wrong side of the law 
lay down the law 
Murphy's law 
Parkinson's law 
Possession is nine-tenths of 
the law. 
sb's word is law 
Sod's Law 
take the law into your own 
hands 
the law of averages 
the law of the jungle 
the letter of the law 
the long arm of the law 
there's nolaw against 
sth/doing sth 
LAY 
get/lay your hands on sth 
lay a finger on sb/sth 
lay a hand on sb 
layanegg 
lay bare sth 
lay down the law 
lay down your life 
lay itonthe line 
lay it on thick 
lay it on with a trowel 
lay sb low 
lay sth at sb’s door 
lay the ghost of sth/sb (to rest) 
lay/put a guilt trip on sb 
lay/put sth on the line: see be 
on the line 
lay/put your cards on the 
table 
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lay/set eyes on sb/sth 
the lay of the land: see find 
out/see how the land lies 
LAYS 
kill the goose that lays the 
golden egg 
LEAD 
go down like a lead balloon 
have lead in your pencil: see 
put lead in your pencil 
have/lead/live a charmed life 
lead sb a (merry) dance 
lead sb astray 
lead sb by the nose 
lead sb down the garden path 
lead sb up the garden path 
lead the field 
lead/live the life of Riley 
put lead in your pencil 
swing the lead 
You can lead a horse to water 
(but you can’t make him/it 
drink). 
LEADING 
a leading light 
the blind leading the blind 
LEADS 
one thing leads to another 
LEAF 
a fig leaf 
shake like a leaf 
take a leaf out of sb's book 
turn over a new leaf 
LEAGUE 
beout of sb's league 
bush league 
not in the same league 
the Ivy League 
LEAK 


take a leak 
LEAN 
bend/lean over backwards to 
do sth 
LEAP 
aquantum leap 
get/jump/leap on the 
bandwagon 
Look before you leap. 
LEAPS 
by/in leaps and bounds 
LEARN 
know/learn sth (off) by heart 
learn sth down pat 
learn sth off pat 
learn your lesson 
Live and learn. 
You live and learn. 
LEASE 
give sb a new lease of life 
give sb a new lease on life 
give sth a new lease of life 
LEASH 
be straining at the leash 
have/keep sb on a short/tight 
leash 


LEG 


LEAST 
last but not least 
Least said, soonest mended. 
take the line/path of least 
resistance 
LEATHER 
be as tough as shoe leather 
go hell for leather 
LEAVE see also LEFT 
fly/leave the nest 
French leave 
have taken leave of your 
Senses 
Icantake it or leave it. 
Imust/T'll love you and leave 


you. 
keep/leave sb in the dark: see 
be in the dark 
leave a bad taste in your 
mouth 
leave a lot to be desired 
leave no stone unturned 
leave sb cold 
leave sb high and dry 
leave sb in the lurch 
leave sb out in the cold 
leave sb to sb's tender mercies 
leave sb to stew 
leave sb to the wolves 
leave sb to their own devices 
leave sb/sth standing 
leave sth in sb's hands: see be 
in sb's hands 
leave the field clear for sb 
leave well alone 
leave well enough alone 
leave your/its mark on sb/sth 
leave/let well alone 
leave/let well enough alone 
pick up your marbles (and go 
home/leave) 
Take it or leave it. 
LEFT 
a left-handed compliment 
be left hanging (in the air/in 
midair) 
be left holding the baby 
be left holding the bag 
be left on the sidelines: see 
stay on the sidelines 
be out in left field 
hang a left/right 
left and right 
left, right and centre 
right and left 
the left hand doesn’t know 
what the right hand is doing 
LEG 
Break a leg! 
cost (sb) an arm and a leg 
geta leg in the door 
get a leg up: see give sb a leg up 
get your leg over 
give sb a leg up 
have a leg up on sb 


LEGS 


not have a leg to stand on 
pull sb'sleg 
Pull the other leg/one (it's got 
bells on)! 
Shake a leg! 
Show a leg! 
LEGS 
beon its last legs 
beon your last legs 


can talk the legs off an iron pot 


havelegs 
with your tail between your 
legs 
your sea legs 
LEISURE 
Marry in haste, repent at 
leisure. 
LEND 
lendanear 
lend (sb) a hand 
LENGTH 
hold/keep sb at arm's length 
LENGTHS 
go to any lengths to do sth: 
see go to great lengths to do 
sth 


go to great lengths to do sth 
LEOPARD 
A leopard can't/doesn't 
change its spots. 
LESSER 
a lesser evil 
the lesser of two evils 
LESSON 
learn your lesson 
teach sb a lesson 
LET 
get/let sb off the hook 
leave/let well alone 
leave/let well enough alone 
Let bygones be bygones. 
let fly (sth) 
letitall hang out 
let it/her rip 
let it/things slide 
let nature take its course 
letoff steam 
let rip 
let sb stew 
let sleeping dogs lie 
let slip sth 
let sth ride 
let sth speak for 
itself/ themselves: see speak 
for itself/themselves 
let the cat out of the bag 
let the chips fall where they 


may 

(let) the devil take the 
hindmost 

let the genie out of the bottle 

let the side down 

let your hair down 

let yourself go 

live and let live 
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not let the grass grow under 
your feet 
LETTER 
a dead letter 
a Dear John letter 
a French letter 
a poison-pen letter 
the letter of the law 
to the letter 
LETTERS 
aman of letters 
LEVEL 
a level playing field 
be level pegging 
be on the level 
do your level best 
LIBERTIES 
take liberties 
LIBERTY 
take the liberty of doing sth 
LICENCE 
be a licence to print money 
LICENSE 
be a license to print money: 
see bea licence to print 
money 
poetic license 
LICK see a/so LICKING 
give sth a lick and a promise 
kiss/lick sb's arse 
knock/lick sth/sb into shape 
Lick my arse! 
lick sb's boots 
lick your lips 
lick your wounds 
LICKETY-SPLIT 
lickety-split 
LICKING 


blow/take the lid off sth 

flip your lid 

keep a lid on sth 

lift the lid on sth 

Puta lid on it! 

put the lid on sth 

LIE see a/so LYING, LIES 

a white lie 

be/lie at the bottom of sth 

couldn't lie straight in bed 

give the lie to sth 

let sleeping dogs lie 

lie doggo 

lie down on the job 

lielow 

lie through your teeth 

livealie 

the lie of the land: see find 
out/see how the land lies 

You made your bed (now lie in 
it). 

You've made your bed (and 
you'll have to lie in it). 

LIES 
a pack of lies 


atissue of lies 

find out/see how the land lies 

Therein lies the rub. 

time hangs/lies heavy (on sb's 
hands) 

LIFE 

a fact of life 

a fight for life: see be fighting 
for your life 

a life-saver 

a matter of life and/or death 

a shelf life 

aslice of life 

a walk of life 

as big as life 

as large as life 

be (all) part of life's rich 
pageant/tapestry 

be another/one of life's great 
mysteries 

be bigger than life 

be fighting for your life 

belarger than life 

bethe life and soul of the 


party 

bethe life of the party 

be the light of sb's life 

beat sb to within an inch of 
their life 

breathe (new) life into sth 

can't do sth to save your life 

can't for the life of me 

depart this life 

frighten/scare the life out of 
sb 

Get a life! 

give sb a new lease of life 

give sb a new lease on life 

give sb the kiss of life 

give sth a new lease of life 

give your life 

hang/hold on (to sth/sb) for 
dear life 

have the time of your life 

have/lead/live a charmed 
life 

It's a dog's life. 

It's/That's the story of my life. 

lay down your life 

lead/live the life of Riley 

life in the fast lane 

life in theraw 

life is cheap 

Life is just a bowl of cherries. 

life's too short 

low life 

Not on your life! 

place/put your life in sb's 
hands: see your life is in sb's 
hands 

put your life on the line 

risk life and limb 

see life 

set sb up for life 

Such is life. 


take your life in/into your 
hands 
That's life. 
the bane of your life 
the change of life 
the facts of life 
the love of your life 
the staff of life 
There's life in the old dog yet. 
This is the life! 
Variety is the spice of life. 
you can bet your life/your 
bottom dollar 
your life is in sb's hands 
LIFETIME 
once in a lifetime 
once-in-a-lifetime: see once ina 
lifetime 
Why break the habit of a 
lifetime? 
LIFT 
lift the lid on sth 
not lift a finger 
LIGHT see also LIGHTS 
a guiding light/spirit 
a leading light 
allis sweetness and light: see 
be all sweetness and light 
be all sweetness and light 
be as light as a feather 
be light years away 
be light years away from sth 
be the light of sb's life 
be/feel light-headed 
be/go out like a light 
bring sth to light 
come to light: see bring sth to 
light 
get the green light: see give 
sb/sth the green light 
give sb/sth the green light 
hide your light under a bushel 
in light of sth 
in the cold light of day 
in the light of sth 
light a fire under sb 
light at the end of the tunnel 
light dawns 
light relief 
light your fire 
make light of sth 
make light work of sth/doing 
sth 


see the light 

see the light (of day) 

shed/throw light on sth 

trip the light fantastic 
LIGHTEN 

lighten sb’s/the load 
LIGHTNING 

a lightning rod 

as quick as lightning 

Lightning does not strike 

twice. 
like greased lightning 
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LIGHTS 
have/see your name in lights 
punch sb's lights out 
the bright lights 
The lights are on but 
nobody's/no-one's home. 
LIKE 
belikea bear with a sore 
head 
be like a bull in a china shop 
be like a cat on a hot tin roof 
belikea child in a sweetshop 
be like a deer/rabbit caught in 
the headlights 
belikea fish out of water 
be like a kid in a candy store 
be like a red rag to a bull 
be like a spare prick at a 
wedding 
be (like) chalk and cheese 
be like Fort Knox 
be like rearranging the 
deckchairs on the Titanic 
be like ships that pass in the 
night 
be like watching grass grow 
be like watching paint dry 
be of like/one mind 
[fight/run/work etc.] like hell 
How do you like them apples! 
likea bat out of hell 
like a bullat a gate 
likea bump on alog 
like a chicken with its head 
cut off 
likea dream 
like a headless chicken 
like a lamb 
like a lamb to the slaughter 
like a shot 
like blue blazes 
like clockwork 
like crazy 
like death (warmed over) 
like death (warmed up) 
like gangbusters 
like gold 
like gold dust 
like greased lightning 
like itor lump it 
like mad 
like moths to a flame 
like nobody's business 
like nothing on earth 
like the clappers 
like there’s no tomorrow 
tell it like it is 
LIKELY 
Alikely story. 
LILY 
gild the lily 
LILY-LIVERED 
lily-livered 
LILY-WHITE 
lily-white 


LINE 


LIMB 
be out ona limb 
go out on a limb 
risk life and limb 
tear sb limb from limb 
LIMELIGHT 
be in the limelight 
steal the limelight: see be in 
the limelight 
LIMIT 
The sky's the limit. 
LIMITS 
off limits 
LIMP-WRISTED 
limp-wristed 
LINE see a/so LINES 
a fine/thin line 
all along the line 
all the way down the line 
be in line for sth 
be in sb’s line 
be in the firing line 
be in the front line 
be on the firing line 
be on the line 
be out of line 
be the end of the line/road 
cross the line 
down the line 
draw a line under sth 
draw the line 
draw the line at sth 
drop sb a line 
fall for sb hook, line and 
sinker 
fall for sth hook, line and 
sinker 
fall in/into line 
feed sb a line 
get a line on sb/sth 
have a line on sb/sth: see get a 
line on sb/sth 
in the line of duty 
in the line of fire 
lay it on the line 
lay/put sth on the line: see be 
on the line 
line sb's pockets 
line your (own) pockets 
out of the firing line: see bein 
the firing line 
put your life on the line 
put your neck on the line 
reach the end of the line/road: 
see be the end of the 
line/road 
sb's ass is on the line 
sb’s bottom line 
sb's butt is on the line 
signon the dotted line 
somewhere along the line 
step out of line 
take the line/path of least 
resistance 
the bottom line 


LINEN 


toe/tow the line 
tread a fine/thin line between 
sth: seea fine/thin line 
LINEN 
air your dirty laundry/linen 
in public 
wash your dirty 
laundry/linen in public 
LINES 
along the lines of sth 
along those lines 
along/on the same lines: see 
along the lines of sth 
beon theright lines 
get your lines/wires crossed 
Hard lines. 
read between the lines 
the battle lines are drawn 
LINING 
Every cloud has a silver 
lining. 
LINK 
a weak link (in the chain) 
LION 
beard the lion in their den 
the lion’s share 
LIONS 
feed/throw sb to the lions 
thelions' den 
LIP 
astiff upper lip 
curl your lip 
give/pay lip service to sth 
LIPS 
be on everyone's lips 
lick your lips 
My lips are sealed. 
Read my lips! 
LIQUID 
aliquid lunch 
liquid refreshment 
LIQUOR 
can't hold their drink/liquor 
LIST 
ahitlist 
a laundry list 
a list as long as your arm 
a wish list 
be on sb's shit list 
LISTEN 
listen with half an ear: see 
have half an ear on sth 
LITMUS 
alitmus test 
LITTLE 
A little bird told me (so). 
alittle horror 
a (little) tin god 
anice little earner 
Great/Mighty oaks from little 
acorns grow. 
no/little love lost between sb 
too little, too late 
twist/wrap sb around/round 
your little finger 
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LIVE see a/so LIVES, LIVED, 
LIVING 
alive wire 
be/live below the breadline: 
see be/live on the breadline 
be/live ina dream world 
be/live on the breadline 
go live 
have/lead/live a charmed life 
lead/live the life of Riley 
live a lie 
live and breathe sth 
Live and learn. 
live and let live 
live by/on your wits 
live (from) hand to mouth 
live high off/on the hog 
live in a fool's paradise 
live in cloud-cuckoo land 
live in each other's pockets 
livein hope 
liveinsin 
liveitup 
live like a king 
live off the backs of sb 
live off the fat of the land 
live on the edge 
live on your nerves 
live to a ripe old age 
live to fight another day 
live to tell the tale 
Man cannot live by bread 
alone. 
never live sth down 
People who live in glass 
houses (shouldn't throw 
stones). 
You live and learn. 
LIVED 
you haven't lived 
LIVELY 
Look lively! 
LIVES 
how the other half lives 
LIVING 
aliving death 
aliving hell 
be in the land of the living 
be (living) on another planet 
bethe living end 
beat/knock the (living) 
daylights out of sb 
frighten/scare the (living) 
daylights out of sb 
in/within living memory 
living on borrowed time 
Pardon me for 
breathing/living! 
LIZARD 
a lounge lizard 
Lo 
lo and behold 
LOAD 
be a load/weight off your 
mind 


Get a load of that! 
Jighten sb's/the load 
shoot your load 
LOADED 
loaded for bear 
the dice are loaded against sb 
LOAF 
Half a loaf is better than 
none, 
Use your loaf. 
LOCK 
lock horns 
lock, stock, and barrel 
under lock and key 
LOCKER 
Davy Jones's locker 
locker-room 
LODE 
a mother lode of sth 
LOG 
be as easy as falling off a log 
be as easy as rolling off alog 
like a bump ona log 
sleep like a log/top 
LOGGERHEADS 
be at loggerheads 
LOINS 
gird (up) your loins 
the fruit of your loins 
LONE 
à (lone) voice in the 
wilderness 
alone wolf 
plough a lone/lonely furrow 
LONELY 
plough a lone/lonely furrow 
LONG 
a face as long as a wet week 
a list as long as your arm 
a long face 
a long haul 
a long shot 
be as honest as the day (is 
long) 
belong in the tooth 
goalong way 
go back along way 
have come a long way 
How long is a piece of string? 
in the long/medium/short 
term 
in the long/short run 
in/over the long haul: seea 
long haul 
It’s a long story. 
long on sth and short on sth 
Long time no see. 
long-winded 
not be long for this world 
not by a long chalk 
not by a long shot 
So long. 
take a long, hard look at sth 
take the long view 
the long and the short of it 


the long arm of the law 
think long and hard 
to cuta long story short 
to make a long story short 
LOOK 
geta look in 
give/shoot sb a dirty look 
Look before you leap. 
look daggers at sb 
look down your nose at sth/sb 
look like a drowned rat 
look like something the cat 
brought/dragged in 
look like thunder 
Look lively! 
look on the bright side 
look right/straight through 
sb s 
look sb in the eye/eyes 
look sb in the face 
Look sharp! 
look the other way 
look the part 
look to your laurels 
Look what the cat’s dragged 
in! 
Look who’s talking! 
look/feel (like) a million 
bucks 
look/feel (like) a million 
dollars 
not be much to look at 
not look a gift horse in the 
mouth 
take a long, hard look at sth 
LOOKING 
belike looking for a needle in 
a haystack 
LOOKS 
If looks could kill... 
LOOM 
loom large 
LOOP 
beintheloop 
be out of the loop: see be in the 
loop 
knock/throw sb for a loop 
LOOSE 
a loose cannon 
all hell breaks loose 
be at a loose end 
be at loose ends 
be on the loose 
cut loose 
cut loose sb/sth: see cut loose 
Hang loose! 
have a screw loose 
loose ends 
play fast and loose with sth/sb 
LOOSEN 
loosen the purse strings: see 
hold the purse strings 
loosen your tongue 
loosen/relax the reins: see 
tighten the reins 
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LORD 
as drunk as a lord/skunk 
lord it over sb 
your lord and master 
LORRY 
off the back of a lorry 
LOSE see also LOSING, LOST 
have no time to lose: see 
There’s no time to lose. 
lose face 
lose ground: see gain ground 
lose heart 
lose sight of sth 
lose the plot 
lose touch: see be in touch 
lose track: see keep track 
lose your cool 
lose your edge 
lose your grip 
lose your head 
lose your heart to sb 
lose your marbles 
lose your mind 
lose your rag 
lose your shirt: see put your 
shirt on sth 
lose your touch 
not lose sleep over sth 
"There's no time to lose. 
what you lose on the swings, 
you gain on the roundabouts 
You win some, you lose some. 
LOSERS 
Finders keepers (losers 
weepers). 
LOSING 
fight a losing battle 


LOSSES 
cut your losses 
LOST 
alostcause 
belost for words 
Get lost! 
like a lost soul 
lost in the mists of time 
lost in the shuffle 
make up for lost time 
no/little love lost between sb 
LoT 
a fat lot of good/use 
ajob lot 
be all over the lot 
be the best of a bad bunch/ 
lot 
cast your lot with sb 
have a lot going for you 
have a lot of time for sb/sth 
have a lot to answer for 
have a lot/enough on your 
plate 
leave a lot to be desired 
throw in your lot with sb 


LUCK 


LOUD 
For crying out loud! 
loud and clear 
loud-mouthed 
LOUDER 
Actions speak louder than 
words. 
LOUNGE 
a lounge lizard 
LOUT 


alager lout 
LOVE 
a labor of love: see a labour of 
love 
a labour of love 
a love child 
alove-in 
a love nest 
All’s fair in love and war. 
be head over heels (in love) 
cupboard love 
fall head over heels (in love): 
see be head over heels (in 
love) 
Imust/Tll love you and leave 
you. 
love handles 
love-making: see make love 
love sb/sth to bits 
make love 
no/little love lost between sb 
not for love nor/or money 
puppy love 
the love of your life 
tough love 
Low 
alow ebb 
hunt/search high and low 
keep a low profile 
lay sb low 
lie low 
low-end 
low-key 
low life 
the low man on the totem pole 
LOWER 
drop/lower your guard 
lower the boom 
lower the tone 
lower your sights 
LOWEST 
Sarcasm is the lowest form of 
wit. 
the lowest common 
denominator 
the lowest of the low 
LUCK 
astroke of luck 
and one (more) for luck 
be down on your luck 
be in luck 
be out of luck: see be in 
luck 
have the devil's own luck 
have the luck of the devil 


LUCKY 


Just my luck! 
more by luck than 
judgement 
No such luck! 
push your luck 
take pot luck 
the luck of the draw 
try your luck 
Your luck’s in! 
LUCKY 
getlucky 
strike it lucky 
strike lucky 
thank your lucky stars 
You should be so Iucky! 
LULL 
lull sb into a false sense of 
security 
LUMP 
bring a lump to your throat 
like it or lump it 
LUMPS 
take your lumps 
LUNCH 
a liquid lunch 
be out to lunch 
There's no such thing as a free 
lunch. 
LUNGS 
have a [fine/good etc.] pair of 
lungs 
LURCH 
leave sb in the lurch 
LURGY 
the dreaded lurgy 
LUXURY 
in the lap of luxury 
LYING 
not take sth lying down 
LYRICAL 
wax lyrical 
MACHINE 
a cog in the machine/ wheel 
MAD 
be as mad as a hatter 
be as mad as a hornet 
be as mad as a March hare 
be barking mad 
be fighting mad 
be hopping mad 
be stark raving mad 
be stark staring mad 
Don't get mad, get even. 
like mad 
MADE 
be made for sb/sth 
have (got) it made 
I'm not made of money! 
see what sb is made of: see 
show (sb) what you are made 
of 
show (sb) what you are made 
of 
They broke the mould when 
they made sb/sth. 
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You made your bed (now lie in 
it). 
You've made your bed (and 
you'll have to lie in it). 
MADNESS 
there's a method to sb's 


madness 

there's method in sb's 
madness 

MAGIC 

amagic moment 

amagic touch 

amagic wand 

What's the magic word? 

work like magic 

work your/its magic 


be sb's main squeeze 
have an eye for/on the main 
chance 
inthe main 
the main drag 
(with) might and main 
MAJORITY 
the silent majority 
MAKE see also MADE, MAKES, 
MAKING 
be make or break for sb/sth: 
see make or break sth 
beon the make 
blow/make a hole in sth 
can't make head nor/or tail of 
sth 
Do you want to make 
something of it? 
do/make (all) the running 
Don't make me laugh. 
have/make a stab at sth/doing 
sth 
hit/make the headlines 
kiss and make up 
make a bad/poor fist of 
sth/doing sth: see make a 
good fist of sth/doing sth 
make a beeline for sb/sth 
make a big play of sth 
make a big thing (out) of sth 
make a clean breast of it 
make a [day/night/weekend 
etc.] of it 
make a dent in sth 
make a fast/quick buck 
make a federal case (out) of 
sth 
make a fool of yourself 
make a go of sth 
make a good fist of sth/doing 
sth 
make (a) great play of sth 
make a killing 
make a man (out) of sb 


make a martyr of sb 

make a martyr of yourself 

make a meal (out) of sth 

make a mental note 

make a mockery of sth 

make a monkey (out) of sb 

make a mountain out of a 
molehill 

make a move 

make a move on sb 

make a name for yourself 

make a noise about sth 

make a pass at sb 

make a pig of yourself 

make a pig's ear of sth/doing 
sth 

make a pitch for sth 

make a play for sb 

make a play for sth 

make a production (out) of 
sth 

make a rod for your own 
back 

make a run for it 

make a song and dance about 
sth/doing sth 

make a spectacle of yourself 

make a splash 

make a stand 

make a virtue of necessity 

make all the difference 

make (all) the right noises 

make an ass of yourself 

make an exhibition of 
yourself 

make an honest woman of sb 

make as if to do sth 

make believe 

make (both) ends meet 

make common cause with sb 

make do 

make do and mend 

make easy meat of sth/sb: see 
be easy meat 

make eyes at sb 

make free with sth 

make fun of sb/sth 

make (funny) faces 

make good on sth 

make hard work of sth/doing 
sth 

make hay while the sun shines 

make headway 

make heavy weather of 
sth/doing sth 

make it 

make it big 

make (it) good 

Make it snappy! 

make it up to sb 

make it with sb 

make light of sth 

make light work of sth/doing 
sth 

make love 


make mincemeat of sb 

make no bones about sth 

make noises 

make-or-break: see make or 
break sth 

make or break sth 

make (out) a case for 
sth/doing sth 

make sb eat their words: see 
have to eat your words 

make sb feel small 

make sb quake in their boots: 
see be quaking in your boots 

make sb sit up and take notice 

make sb's blood boil 

make sb's blood curdle 

make sb's blood run cold 

make sb's day 

make sb's flesh crawl/creep 

make (sb's) hackles rise 

make sb's hair curl 

make sb's hair stand on end 

make sb's mouth water 

make sb's skin crawl 

make sb's toes curl 

make sheep's eyes at sb 

make short work of sth 

make sth seem like a picnic 

make sth up out of whole 
cloth 

make sth worth your while: 
see be worth your while 

make the best of a bad job 

make the best of sth 

make the fur fly: see the fur 
flies 

make the grade 

make the most of sth 

make the rounds 

make tracks 

make up for lost time 

make up your mind 

make waves 

make whoopee 

make your name 

make your presence felt 

make your/a mark 

make yourself at home 

make yourself scarce 

make/pull a face 

make/raise a stink 

put the make on sb 

put two and two together and 
get/make five: see put two and 
two together 

to make a long story short 

You can lead a horse to water 
(but you can't make him/it 
drink). 

You can't make a silk purse 
out of a sow's ear. 

You can't make an omelette 
without breaking eggs. 

You can't make bricks without 
straw. 


Absence makes the heart 
grow fonder. 

Practice makes perfect. 

That makes two of us. 

what makes sb tick 

MAKING 

bea [athlete/star/writer etc.] 
in the making 

be a [crisis/disaster etc.] in the 


making 
be of your own making 
bethe making of sb 
MAKINGS 
have (all) the makings of sth 
MALICE 
with malice aforethought 
MAMA 
amama's boy 
MAN see also MEN 
a dirty old man 
afamily man 
a girl/man/person Friday 
a hatchet man 
ahit man 
akept man/woman 
aman-about-town 
aman-eater 
aman for all seasons 
aman of God 
aman of his word 
aman of letters 
aman of many parts 
aman of straw 
aman of the cloth 
A man's got to do what a man's 
got to do. 
aman's man 
aman/woman after your own 
heart 
aman/woman of means 
a man/woman of the world 
amarked man 
amedallion man 
aNew Man 
a poor man's sb/sth 
a Renaissance man 
a self-made man 
a straw man 
a yes man 
aniron man 
Are you a man or a mouse? 
as one man 
be a fine figure of a 
man/woman 
be man enough to do sth 
be no good/use to man or 
beast 
be your own 
man/woman/person 
every last man (of us/them) 
every man jack (of us/them) 
go to see a man about a dog 


MARE 


It’s every man for himself. 

like a man/woman possessed 

make a man (out) of sb 

man and boy 

Man cannot live by bread 
alone. 

man-to-man 

man's best friend 

May the best man win. 

One man's meat is another 
man's poison. 

sb's right-hand man/woman 

the grand old man of sth 

thelow man on the totem pole 

the man of the moment 

the man/woman on the 
Clapham omnibus 

the man/woman/person in the 
street 

the man/woman/sth of your 
dreams 

the odd man/one out 

the thinking man's/woman's 
crumpet 

toaman 

You can't keep a good 
man/woman down. 

MANGER 
a dog in the manger 


MANNER 
(as) to the manner born 
MANY 
in so many words 
many moons ago 
There's many a slip twixt cup 
and lip. 
too many chiefs (and not 
enough Indians) 
Too many cooks (spoil the 
broth). 
MAP 
[blow/bomb/wipe etc.] 
sth/swh off the map 
put swh/sth/sb on the map 
MARBLES 
have all your marbles: see lose 
your marbles 
lose your marbles 
pick up your marbles (and go 
home/leave) 
MARCH 
be as mad as a March hare 
beon the march 
march to a different drummer 
march to a different tune 
steal a march on sb/sth 
MARCHING 
get your marching orders: see 
give sb their marching 
orders 
give sb their marching orders 
MARE 
amare's nest 


MARGINS 


Shank's mare: see Shanks's 
pony 
MARGINS 
on the margins of sth 
MARINES 
(Go) tell it/that to the 
marines. 
MARK 
a black mark 
aquestion mark over sth 
beaneasy mark 
be close to the mark 
be first/quickest off the mark: 
see be quick off the mark 
be near the mark 
be off the mark 
be quick off the mark 
be slow off the mark 
be up to the mark 
be wide of the mark 
get off the mark 
hit the mark 
hit the sth mark 
leave your/its mark on sb/sth 
make your/a mark 
mark time 
overstep the mark 
(You) mark my words, 
MARKED 
amarked man 
MARKET 
acattle market 
ameat market 
be in the market for sth 
corner the market 
the bottom drops/ falls out of 
the market 
MARRIAGE 
amarriage/match made in 
heaven 
ashotgun marriage 
anopen marriage 
MARROW 
be chilled to the bone/marrow 
be chilled/frozen to the 
marrow 
chill sb to the bone/marrow 
MARRY 
marry beneath your station 
Marry in haste, repent at 
leisure. 
MARRYING 
not be the marrying kind 
MARTYR 
make a martyr of sb 
make a martyr of yourself 
MASK 


nail your colours to the mast 
MASTER 

be your own master 

your lord and master 
MAT 

sweep sth under the mat/rug 
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MATCH 
amarriage/match made in 
heaven 
a shouting match 
aslanging match 
be no match for sth/sb 
meet your match 
the whole shooting match 
MATTER 
a matter of life and/or 
death 
as a matter of course 
bea matter of opinion 
be a matter of record 
be no laughing matter 
be only a matter of time 
gray matter: see grey matter 
grey matter 
mind over matter 
no matter 
no matter how you slice it 
the matter at hand 
the matter in hand 
MATTERS 
take matters into your own 
hands 
MAX 
to the max 
MAY 
be that as it may 
be that as it may 
come what may 
May the best man win. 
Well may you ask! 
You may well ask! 
Mccov 
the real McCoy 
MEAL 
a meal ticket 
asquare meal 
make a meal (out) of sth 
MEALY-MOUTHED 
mealy-mouthed 


not know the meaning of the 
word 
MEANS 
aman/woman of means 
a means to an end 
by fair means or foul 
cut your cloth according to 
your means 
'The end justifies the means. 
ways and means 
MEASURE 
for good measure 
get/take the measure of 
sb/sth: see have the measure 
of sb/sth 
have the measure of sb/sth 
MEAT 
ameat market 
be dead meat 


be easy meat 
be meat and drink to sb 
bethe meat in the sandwich 
make easy meat of sth/sb: see 
beeasy meat 
meat-and-potatoes: see the 
meat and potatoes 
meat and two veg 
One man's meat is another 
man's poison. 
the meat and potatoes 
your meat and two veg 
MEDAL 
deserve a medal 
MEDALLION 
amedallion man 
MEDICINE 
bitter medicine 
give sb a dose/taste of their 
own medicine 
Laughter is the best medicine. 
MEDIUM 
ahappy medium 
in the long/medium/short 
term 
MEDIUM-TERM 
long-/short-/medium-term: see 
in the long/medium/short 
term 
MEET 
make (both) ends meet 
meet a sticky end 
meet sb halfway 
meet your maker 
meet your match 
meet your Waterloo 
meet/see sb in the flesh 
Never the twain shall meet. 
MEETING 
a meeting of minds 
MEETS 
There is more to sth/sb than 
meets the eye. 
MELT 
butter wouldn't melt in sb's 
mouth 
melt in the/your mouth 
MELTING 
amelting pot 
MEMBER 
be a card-carrying member of 
sth 
bea fully paid-up member of 
sth 
MEMORY 
commit sth to memory 
havea memory like an elephant 
have a memory/mind like a 
sieve 
in/within living memory 
jog your memory 
take a stroll/trip down 
memory lane 
MEN 
be all things to all men 


Dead men tell no tales. 
separate/sort out the men 
from the boys 
the men in grey suits 
the men in white coats 
MEND 
be on the mend 
change/mend your ways 
make do and mend 
mend (your) fences 
MENDED 
Least said, soonest mended. 
MENTAL 
go mental 
make a mental note 
MENTALITY 
a siege mentality 
MERCHANT 
amerchant of doom 
MERCIES 
be grateful/thankful for small 
mercies 
leave sb to sb's tender 
mercies 
MERCY 
be at the mercy of sth/sb 
throw yourself on/upon sb’s 
mercy 
MERRIER 
The more the merrier. 
MERRY 
lead sb a (merry) dance 
play (merry) hell 
play (merry) hell with sth 
MESS 
amess of sth 
MESSAGE 
get the message 
MESSENGER 
shoot the messenger 
MESSING 
and no messing 
no messing 
METHOD 
there's a method to sb's 
madness 
there's method in sb's 
madness 
METHUSELAH 
beas old as Methuselah 
METTLE 
beon your mettle 
prove/show your mettle 
MICE 
beas poor as church mice 
When/While the cat's away 
(the mice will play). 
MICK 
take the mick/mickey 
MICKEY 
Mickey-Mouse 
take the mick/mickey 
MICKEY-TAKING 
mickey-taking: see take the 
mick/mickey 
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MICROSCOPE 
put sth under the microscope 
MIDAIR 
beleft hanging (in the air/in 
midair) 
MIDAS 
the Midas touch 
MIDDLE 
a middle-aged spread 
be caught in the middle 
middle-of-the-road 
(out) in the middle of 
nowhere 
piggy in the middle 
play both ends against the 
middle 
the middle ground 
MIDDLING 
fair to middling 
MIDNIGHT 
burn the midnight oil 
MIGHT 
might is right 
might makes right 
(with) might and main 
MIGHTIER 
The pen is mightier than the 
sword. 
MIGHTY 
Great/Mighty oaks from little 
acorns grow. 
high and mighty 
the high and mighty: see high 
and mighty 
MILE 
a mile a minute 
amile off 
A miss is as good as a mile. 
by a mile 
Give sb an inch and they'll 
take a mile. 
go the extra mile 
run a mile 
stand/stick out a mile 
MILES 
be miles away 
by miles: see by a mile 
MILK 
It's no good/use crying over 
spilt milk. 
the land of milk and honey 
the milk of human kindness 
There's no point crying over 
spilt milk. 
MILL 
(all) grist to the mill 
go through the mill 
grist for your mill 
put sb through the mill 
MILLION 
beone in a million 
look/feel (like) a million 
bucks 
look/feel (like) a million 
dollars 


MIND 


Thanks a million! 
MILLION-DOLLAR 
the million-dollar question 
MILLSTONE 
a millstone around your neck 
MINCE 
not mince (your) words 
MINCEMEAT 
make mincemeat of sb 
MIND see a/so MINDS 
a frame of mind 
atthe back of your mind 
beaload/weight off your 
mind 
beall in the/your mind 
be [bored/scared/ worried etc.] 
out of your mind: see be out of 
your mind with 
[boredom/fear/worry etc.] 
beof like/one mind 
be of the same mind 
be out of your mind 
be out of your mind with 
[boredom/fear/worry etc.] 
bear/keep sth in mind 
blow your mind 
bring sth/sb to mind 
cast your mind back 
come/spring to mind 
cross your mind 
Do you mind! 
eye/mind candy 
get your mind around sth 
give sb a piece of your mind 
go out of your mind: see be out 
of your mind 
have a good mind to do sth 
have a memory/mind like a 
sieve 
have a mind like a steel trap 
have a mind of its own 
have a one-track mind 
have half a mind to do sth 
have sth in mind 
have your mind on sth 
have/keep an open mind 
in your mind’s eye 
lose your mind 
make up your mind 
mind-blowing: see blow your 
mind 
mind-boggling: see The mind 
boggles. 
mind over matter 
mind-reader: see read sb's 
mind 
mind the store 
Mind your own business! 
mind/watch your p's and q's 
Mind/Watch your step. 
on sb's mind 
Out of sight, out of mind. 
pissed out of your 
head/mind/skull 
prey on sb's mind 


MINDED 


put sb in mind of sb/sth 
put your mind to it 
put/set sb's mind at rest 
read sb's mind 
slip your mind 
speak your mind 
sticks in the/your mind 
take sb's mind off sth/sb 
The mind boggles. 
to my mind 
your mind goes blank 
your mind is a blank: see your 
mind goes blank 
your mind is on sth: see have 
your mind on sth 
MINDED 
bloody minded 
MINDS 
ameeting of minds 
be in/of two minds 
Great minds (think alike). 
MINE 
amine of information 
Your guess is as good as mine. 
MINT 
be in mint condition 
MINTING 
be minting it 
be minting money 
MINUTE 
amilea minute 
bealaugha minute 
not have a minute to call your 
own 
the minute sb's back is turned: 
see when/while sb's back is 
turned 
There's one born every 
minute. 
MIRACLE-WORKER 
a miracle-worker: see 
perform/work miracles 
MIRACLES 
perform/work miracles 
MIRE 
drag sb's name through the 
mire/mud 
MIRRORS 
smoke and mirrors 
MISCHIEF 
do yourself a mischief 
MISERY 
amisery guts 
Misery loves company. 
put sb out of their misery 
put sth/sb out of their 
misery 
MISS 
A miss is as good as a mile. 
anear miss 
give sth a miss 
hit and/or miss 
miss the boat 
miss the point 
not miss a trick 
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MISSES 
sb’s heart misses/skips a beat 
MISSING 
without missing a beat 
MISSION 
mission accomplished 
MISSIONARY 
the missionary position 
MISTS 
lost in the mists of time 
MIX 
mix business with pleasure 
mix it 
mix it up 
pick and mix 
MIXED 
amixed bag 
be a mixed blessing 
have mixed feelings about sth 
with mixed feelings: see have 
mixed feelings about sth 
MO 
Half/Just a mo. 
Hang on a mo. 
MOCKERS 
put the mockers on sth 
MOCKERY 
make a mockery of sth 
MODEL 
be a/the model of sth 
MODERATION 
Moderation in all things. 
MODESTY 
in all modesty 
MOHAMMED 
If Mohammed will not go to 
the mountain, the mountain 
must come to Mohammed. 
MOLEHILL 
make a mountain out of a 
molehill 
MOMENT 
amagic moment 
from one moment to the next 
in the heat of the moment 
on the spur of the moment 
the man of the moment 
the moment of truth 
MOMENTS 
have your/its moments 
MONDAY 
a Monday morning 
quarterback 
that Monday morning 
feeling 
MONEY 
A fool and his money are soon 
parted, 
amoney-spinner 
be a licence to print money 
be a license to print money: see 
be a licence to print money 
be coining money 
be in the money 
be minting money 


be money for jam 
be money for old rope 
be (right) on the money 
easy money 
for my money 
funny money 
give sb a run for their money 
have a good run for your 
money 
have money to burn 
hush money 
I'm not made of money! 
Money doesn't grow on trees. 
Money (is) no object. 
Money talks. 
monopoly money 
not for love nor/or money 
pin money 
pots of money 
put your money on sb/sth 
put your money where your 
mouth is 
ready cash/money 
see the colour of sb's money 
seed money 
spend money like water 
the smart money 
throw good money after bad 
throw money at sth 
throw (your) money around 
with money to burn: see have 
money to burn 
You pays your money (and you 
takes your chances). 
You pays your money (and you 
takes your choice). 
MONKEY 
a monkey on sb's back 
be cold enough to freeze the 
balls off a brass monkey: see 
brass monkey weather 
brass monkey weather 
I'll be a monkey's uncle! 
make a monkey (out) of sb 
monkey business 
not give a monkey's 
put/throw a (monkey) wrench 
in the works 
MONKEYS 
be as funny as a barrel of 
monkeys 
be more fun than a barrel of 
monkeys 
If you pay peanuts, you get 
monkeys. 
MONOPOLY 
monopoly money 
not have a monopoly on sth 
MONSTER 
a Frankenstein's monster 
the green-eyed monster 
MONTH 
not ina month of Sundays 
the flavor of the month: see the 
flavour of the month 


the flavour of the month 
MONTY 
the full monty 
MOON see also MOONS 
ask/cry for the moon 
beover the moon 
once in a blue moon 
promise (sb) the moon 
reach for the moon/stars 
MOONLIGHT 
do a moonlight flit 
not be all moonlight and 


mop the floor with sb 
MORE 
bite off more than you can 
chew 
have had more than your fair 
share of sth 
It's more than my job's worth. 
more by accident than (by) 
design 
more by luck than judgement 
More fool you! 
More power to you! 
More power to your elbow! 
more sth than you can shake a 
stick at 
No more Mr Nice Guy. 
That's more like it. 
The more fool you! 
The more the merrier. 
There are plenty more where 
they/that came from. 
There is more to sth/sb than 
meets the eye. 
without further/more ado 
MORNING 
a Monday morning 
quarterback 
morning, noon, and night 
that Monday morning feeling 
the morning after (the night 
before) 
MORTAL 
shuffle off this mortal coil 
MOST 
make the most of sth 
MOTHER 
amother lode of sth 
amummy's/mother's boy 
anearth mother 
at your mother's knee 
be tied to your mother's apron 
Strings 
Mother Nature 
Necessity is the mother of 
invention. 
Shall I be mother? 
the mother of all sth 
MOTHS 
like moths to a flame 
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MOTION 
put/set sth in motion 
set the wheels in motion 
MOTIONS 
go through the motions 
MOULD 
be cast in a different mould: 
see be cast in the same mould 
be cast in the same mould 
break the mould 
They broke the mould when 
they made sb/sth. 
MOUNTAIN 
a mountain to climb 
If Mohammed will not go to 
the mountain, the mountain 
must come to Mohammed. 
make a mountain out of a 
molehill 
MOUNTAINS 
move mountains 
MOUSE see a/so MICE 
acat and mouse game: see play 
cat and mouse 
Are you a man or a mouse? 
beas quiet as a mouse 
play cat and mouse 
MOUTH see also MOUTHS 
a big mouth 
a mouth to feed 
a/your smart mouth 
be all mouth 
be all mouth and (no) trousers 
be born with a silver spoon in 
your mouth 
be down in the mouth 
be laughing out of the other 
side of your mouth 
be speaking/ talking out of 
both sides of your mouth 
butter wouldn't melt in sb's 
mouth 
by word of mouth 
foaming at the mouth 
keep your mouth shut 
leave a bad taste in your 
mouth 
live (from) hand to mouth 
make sb's mouth water 
melt in the/your mouth 
mouth-watering: see make sb's 
mouth water 
not look a gift horse in the 
mouth 
put words in/into sb's mouth 
put your foot in your mouth 
put your money where your 
mouth is 
run off at the mouth 
Sb's heart is in their mouth 
Shoot your mouth off 
Shut your 
face/gob/mouth/trap! 
speak with a plum in your 
mouth 


MUCH 


(straight) from the horse's 
mouth 
take the words out of sb's 
mouth 
Wash your mouth out! 
MOUTHS 
Out of the mouths of babes 
(and sucklings). 
MOVABLE 
a movable feast 
MOVE see also MOVED, 
MOVES, MOVING 
change/keep up/move with 
thetimes 
get a move on 
make a move 
make a move on sb 
move down in the world 
move heaven and earth 
move in for the kill 
move mountains 
move the goal 
move the goalposts 
move up in the world; see 
come/go down in the world 
Move/Shift your arse! 
move/step up a gear 
not move a muscle 
MOVED 
the earth moved 
MOVER 
a prime mover 
MOVERS 
the movers and shakers 
MOVES 
as/when the spirit moves you 
MOVIE 
asnuff movie 
MOVING 
the moving spirit 
MR 
MrBig 
Mr Right 
No more Mr Nice Guy. 
MUCH 
be a bit much 
be much of a muchness 
get a bit much: see be a bit 
much 
How much do you want to 
bet? 
I thought as much! 
much ado about nothing 
not be much cop 
not be much to look at 
not be much to shout about 
not be up to much 
not be up to much 
not have much going for you: 
see have a lot going for you 
not have much time for sb/sth: 
see have a lot of time for 
sb/sth 
set great/much store by sth 
too much of a good thing 


MUCHNESS 


without so much as a by-your- 
leave 
MUCHNESS 
be much of a muchness 
MUCK 
as common as muck 


treat sb like muck 
Where there's muck, there's 
brass. 
MUD 
be as clear as mud 
drag sb's name through the 
mire/mud 
Here's mud in your eye! 
mud-slinging: see sling/throw 
mud at sb 
Mud sticks. 
sb's name is mud 
sling/throw mud at sb 
MUDDY 
muddy the waters 
MUG 
amug's game 
MULE 
be as stubborn as a mule 
MULTITUDE 
cover/hide a multitude of sins 
MUM 
Mum's the word. 
MUMBO 
mumbo jumbo 
MUMMY 
amummy's/mother's boy 
MUNCHIES 
get the munchies 
MURDER 
get away with murder 
Icould murder sth. 
scream bloody murder 
scream blue murder 
MURMUR 
without a murmur 
MURPHY 
Murphy's law 
MUSCLE 
not move a muscle 
MUSCLES 
flex your muscles 
MUSIC 
be music to sb's ears 
elevator music 
face the music 
MUST 
needs must 
on no account must/should sb 
do sth 
You must be joking! 
MUSTARD 
beas keen as mustard 
can't cut the mustard 
MUSTER 
pass muster 
MUTTON 
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mutton dressed (up) as lamb 
MUTUAL 
amutual admiration society 
MY 
My arse! 
My foot! 
MYSTERIES 
be another/one of life's great 
mysteries 
NAIL 
another nail in the coffin 
fight tooth and claw/nail 
hitthe nailon the head 
nail-biting 
nail sb to the wall 
nail your colours to the mast 
on the nail 
the final nail in the coffin 
NAILS 
be a bed of nails 
be as hard as nails 
be as tough as nails 
spit nails 
NAKED 
buck naked 
stark naked 
NAME 
aname to conjure with 
clear sb’s name 
drag sb's name through the 
mire/mud 
give sth/sb a bad name 
have a bad name: see give 
sth/sb a bad name 
have sb's name on it 
have sb’s name written all 
over it 
have/see your name in lights 


Ican't put a name to her/him. 


in all but name 
in name only 
in the name of sth 
make a name for yourself 
make your name 
name names 
name the day 
sb's name is mud 
take sb's name in vain 
the name of the game 
you name it 
NAMES 
call sb names 
name names 
NAPPING 
be caught napping 
NARROW 
anarrow escape 
the straight and narrow 
NASTY 
be a nasty piece of work 
cheap and nasty 
NATIVE 
gonative 
NATURAL 
diea natural death 


natural-born 
NATURE 
answer the call of nature 
be (in) the nature of the beast 
let nature take its course 
Mother Nature 
NAVEL 
gaze at/contemplate your 
navel 
navel-gazing: see gaze 
at/contemplate your navel 
NEAR 
anear miss 
be near the bone 
be near the knuckle 
be near the mark 
close/near at hand 
so near and yet so far 
NEAREST 
your nearest and dearest 
NEARLY 
nearly fall off your chair 
nearly jump out of your skin 
NECESSARY 
anecessary evil 
NECESSITY 
make a virtue of necessity 
Necessity is the mother of 
invention. 
NECK 
a millstone around your neck 
albatross around/round your 
neck 
be a pain in the neck 
be dead from the neck up 
be up to your neck in sth 
breathe down sb’s neck 
get it in the neck 
have the brass (neck) to do sth 
I'll wring your neck! 
neck and neck 
neck of the woods 
put your head/neck on the 
block 
put your neck on the line 
risk your neck 
save sb's neck 
stick your neck out 
NEED 
A friend in need (is a friend 
indeed). 
Idon't need this! 
insb's hour of need 
need sth like (you need) a hole 
in the head 
need your head 
examined/examining 
need your head testing 
That's all you need! 
NEEDLE 
belike looking for a needle in 
ahaystack 
NEEDLES 
beon pins and needles 
have pins and needles 


NEEDS 
needs must 
Who needs it/them? 
With friends like that, who 
needs enemies? 
NEITHER 
beneither one thing nor the 
other 
neither here nor there 
NELLY 
Not on your nelly! 
NERVE 
hit/touch a (raw) nerve 
strain every nerve 
NERVES 
a battle/war of nerves 
beabagof nerves 
bea bundle of nerves 
get/grate on sb's nerves 
live on your nerves 
nerves of steel 
NEST 
a hornet's nest 
a love nest 
amare's nest 
anest egg 
empty nest syndrome 
feather your own nest 
fly/leave the nest 
NET 
asafety net 
cast your net wide/wider 
slip through the net 
NETTLE 
grasp the nettle 
NETWORK 
the old-boy network 
NEVER 
a never-never land 
Better late than never. 
I've never [felt/heard/seen 
etc.] sth in all my (born) days! 
It never rains but it pours. 
It'll never fly. 
It's now or never. 
never darken your door again 
never live sth down 
Never say die. 
Never the twain shall meet. 
on the never-never 
Sticks and stones may break 
my bones (but words will 
never hurt me). 
You'll never hear the end of it. 
NEW 
anew broom 
aNew Man 
a whole new ball game 
beas clean as a new pin 
beas good as new 
benew to the game 
break new ground 
breathe (new) life into sth 
give sb a new lease of life 
give sb a new lease on life 
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give sth a new lease of life 
new blood 
new pastures 
open (new) doors 
pastures new 
plumb new depths: see plumb 
the depths 
That's a new one on me! 
thenew kid on the block 
turn over a new leaf 
You can't teach an old dog new 
tricks. 
NEWCASTLE 
carry/take coals to Newcastle 
NEWS 
bebad news 
No news is good news. 
That’s news to me, 
NEWT 
as pissed as a newt 
NEXT 
Cleanliness is next to 
Godliness. 
from one moment to the 
next 
innext to no time 
NICE 
a nice little earner 
beas nice as pie 
Nice one! 
Nice work if you can get it! 
No more Mr Nice Guy. 
NICK 
in the nick of time 
Old Nick 
NICKEL 
nickel-and-dime 
nickel and dime sb 
NICKELS 
Don’t take any wooden 
nickels. 
not have two nickels to rub 
together 
NIGHT 
ahen night/party 
anight (out) on the razzle: see 
be/go (out) on the razzle 
anight (out) on the tiles: see 
be/go out on the tiles 
a night (out) on the town: see 
be/go out on the town 
anight owl 
astag night/party 
atall hours (of the day and 
night) 
atall hours (of the night) 
be like ships that pass in the 
night 
in the dead of night/winter 
morning, noon, and night 
the morning after (the night 
before) 
till all hours (of the night): 
see at all hours (of the 
night) 


NO 


NIGHTMARE 
the nightmare/worst-case 
scenario 
NINE 
a nine/one/seven-day 
wonder 
A stitch in time (saves nine). 
beon cloud nine 
gothe whole nine yards 
nine times out of ten 
the whole nine yards 
NINE-TENTHS 
Possession is nine-tenths of 
the law. 
NINEPINS 
go down/falllike ninepins 
NINES 
be dressed up to the nines 
NINETEEN 
nineteen/ten to the dozen 
NIP 
anip and (a) tuck 
a nip in the air 
be nip and tuck 
nip sth in the bud 
NITTY-GRITTY 
the nitty-gritty 
NO 
ano-show 
and no messing 
be a no-no 
be no great shakes 
be no joke 
be no match for sth/sb 
be no oil painting 
be no picnic 
be no picnic 
be no/nobody’s fool 
be up to no good 
have no time for sb/sth: see 
have a lot of time for sb/sth 
have no time to lose: see 
There's no time to lose. 
in next to no time 
in no time (at all) 
in no uncertain terms 
no dice 
noend 
no end of sth: seeno end 
no expense is spared 
no expense spared: see no 
expense is spared 
No fear! 
no go 
no matter 
no matter how you slice it 
no messing 
No more Mr Nice Guy 
No news is good news. 
no prizes for guessing sth 
no soap 
no strings (attached) 
No such Iuck! 
No sweat! 
no thanks to sb 


NO-HOLDS-BARRED 


No way! 
no/little love lost between sb 
on no account must/should sb 
do sth 
There’s no accounting for 
taste! 
There's no time like the 
present. 
There's no time to lose. 
NO-HOLDS-BARRED 
no-holds-barred: see no holds 
barred 
NO-LOSE 
a no-lose situation: see a no- 
winsituation 
NO-WIN 
a no-win situation 
NOBODY 
be no/nobody's fool 
It's an ill wind (that blows 
nobody any good). 
like nobody's business 
NOD 
A nod's as good as a wink. 
be in the land of nod 
get the nod: see give sb the nod 
give sb the nod 
on the nod 
NOISE 
a big gun/noise 
Empty vessels make (the) 
most noise/sound. 
make a noise about sth 
NOISES 
make (all) the right noises 
make noises 
NONE 
be none the wiser 
be second to none 
Halfa loaf is better than none. 
none of your beeswax 
NONSENSE 
Stuff and nonsense! 
NOOK 
every nook and cranny 
NOON 
morning, noon, and night 
NOSE 
be as plain as the nose on your 
face 
byanose 
can't see beyond/past the end 
of your nose 
cut off your nose to spite your 
face 
follow your nose 
get a bloody nose: see give sb a 
bloody nose 
get up sb's nose 
give sb a bloody nose 
havea nose for sth 
have a nose (round) 
have your nose in a book 
have your nose in the air: see 
with your nose in the air 
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It's no skin off my nose. 
keep your nose clean 
keep your nose out of sth 
keep your nose to the 
grindstone 
lead sb by the nose 
look down your nose at sth/sb 
nose to tail 
onthe nose 
pay through the nose 
poke/stick your nose into sth 
powder your nose 
put sb's nose out of joint 
rub sb's nose in it 
rub sb's nose in the dirt 
thumb your nose at sth/sb 
turn your nose up 
under sb's nose 
with your nose in the air 
NOSEY 
anosy/nosey parker 
NOSY 
anosy/nosey parker 
NOT 
be not on 
Not on your life! 
Not on your nelly! 
NOTE 
hit/strike the right note 
make a mental note 
NOTES 
compare notes 
NOTHING 
allor nothing 
benothing much to write 
home about 
be nothing short of 
[astonishing/miraculous etc.] 
be nothing to shout about 
be nothing to sneeze/sniff at: 
see not to be sneezed/sniffed 
at 
beon a hiding to nothing 
have nothing between 
the/your ears 
here goes nothing 
like nothing on earth 
much ado about nothing 
nothing daunted 
Nothing doing. 
Nothing ventured, nothing 
gained. 
stopat nothing 
There's nothing to it. 
think nothing of doing sth 
NOTHINGS 
sweet nothings 
NOTICE 
make sb sit up and take notice 
not take a blind bit of notice 
NOTION 
not have the foggiest 
(idea/notion) 
NOW 
every now and again/then 


It's now or never. 
Now you're talking! 
NOWHERE 
be all dressed up and/with 
nowhere to go 
Flattery will get you nowhere. 
(out) in the middle of nowhere 
NTH 
tothe nth degree 
NUMBER 
anumber cruncher 
doanumber on sb 
have sb's number 
number crunching: see a 
number cruncher 
number one 
public enemy number one 
sb's number is up 
NUMBERED 
sb's/sth’s days are numbered 
NUMBERS 
anumbers game 
There's safety in numbers. 
NUT 
a hard/tough nut 
a hard/tough nut to crack 
beoff your nut 
do your nut 
use a sledgehammer to crack 
anut 
NUTS 
can't do sth for nuts 
from soup to nuts 
thenuts and bolts 
NUTSHELL 
inanutshell 
NUTTY 
be as nutty as a fruitcake 
OAKS 
Great/Mighty oaks from little 
acorns grow. 
OAR 
put/stick your oar in 
OATS 
get your oats 
sow your wild oats 
OBJECT 
asex object 
Money (is) no object. 
OCCASION 
rise to the occasion 
OCEAN 
adrop in the ocean 
ODD 
the odd man/one out 
ODDS 
against all odds 
against (all) the odds 
be at odds 
be at odds with sth 
odds and ends 
odds and sods 
pay over the odds 
put sb at odds with sb: see be at 
odds 


ODOR see a/so ODOUR 
be in bad odor with sb 
ODOUR 
bein bad odour with sb 
OF 
be (all) of a piece 
be of the essence 
OFF 
a mile off 
be off base 
be off beam 
be off-color: see be off-colour 
be off-colour 
be off the hook 
be off the hook: see get/let sb 
off the hook 
be off the mark 
be off the (starting) blocks 
be off the wall 
be off your chump 
be off your head 
be off your nut 
be off your rocker 
be off your trolley 
[blow/bomb/ wipe etc.] 
sth/swh off themap 
have sth off pat: see learn sth 
off pat 
learn sth off pat 
off and on 
off-color: see off-colour 
off-colour 
off limits 
off sb's hands 
off-the-cuff 
off the cuff: see off-the-cuff 
off the hook 
off the peg 
off the record 
off the/sb's agenda: see on 
the/sb's agenda 
off your own bat 
on and off 
on the off-chance 
(right) off the bat 
OFF-THE-WALL 
off-the-wall: see be off the wall 
OFFER 
hold out/offer an olive branch 
OFFERING 
a peace offering 
OFFICE 


the front office 
OFTEN 
every so often 
OIL 
be no oil painting 
burn the midnight oil 
oil the wheels 
pour oil on troubled waters 
snake oil 
OINTMENT 
afly in the ointment 
OLD 
a chip off the old block 
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a dirty old man 
an old chestnut 
an old flame 
an old hand 
an old head on young 
shoulders 
an old maid 
an old wives' tale 
atthe ripe old age of sth: see 
live to a ripe old age 
beas old as Methuselah 
beas old as the hills 
beas tough as old boots 
be money for old rope 
for old times' sake 
give sb the (old) heave ho 
It's the same old story. 
live to a ripe old age 
of the old school 
old-guard: see the old guard 
old hat 
Old Nick 
open/reopen old wounds 
settle old scores: see settle a 
score 
the good old days 
the grand old man of sth 
the Old Bill 
the old-boy network 
theold country 
the old guard 
the old school tie 
There's life in the old dog yet. 
You can't teach an old dog new 
tricks. 
OLDE-WORLDE 
olde-worlde 
OLDEST 
the oldest profession (in the 
world) 
the oldest trick in the book 
OLDIE 
a golden oldie 
OLIVE 
anolive branch: see hold 
out/offer an olive branch 
hold out/offer an olive branch 
OMELETTE 
You can't make an omelette 
without breaking eggs. 
OMNIBUS 
the man/woman on the 
Clapham omnibus 
ON 
about/on your person 
(all) on your own 
be not on 
beona roll 
beonabout 
beon course for sth 
beon course to do sth 
beonedge 
beon hand 
beon hold: see put sth on hold 
beonice 


ON 


beon record: see go on record 

beon sb's ass 

beon sb's back 

be on sb's case: see get on sb's 
case 

beonsong 

beon the ball 

beonthe blink 

beon the bottle: see hit the 
bottle 

beon the brink of doing sth 

be on the cards 

be on the case 

be on the 
[expensive/heavy/large etc.] 
side 

beon the fiddle 

beon the fritz 

beonthe game 

beonthe go 

beon the level 

be on the line 

be on the loose 

be on the make 

be on the march 

be on the mend 

be on the rocks 

be on the ropes 

be on the run 

be on the skids 

be on the square 

be on the threshold of doing 
sth 

be on the threshold of sth 

be on the up 

be on the up and up 

be on the wagon 

be on the warpath 

be on the wing 

be on top of the world 

be on (your) guard 

beon your mettle 

be (out) on the piss 

be (right) on the money 

be/go on at sb 

be/go (out) on the razzle 

be/live on the breadline 

can do sth on their ear 

off and on 

ona dime 

ona knife-edge 

on a shoestring 

on and off 

on balance 

on board 

on deck 

on high 

on hold 

on paper 

on sb’s account 

on sb's coat-tails 

on sb's doorstep 

on sb's mind 

on sb's (own) head be it 

onspec 


ONCE 


ontap 
on tenterhooks 
on the block 
on the boil 
on the brink of sth 
on the button 
on the cheap 
on the dot 
on the double 
on the face of it 
on the fly 
on the hoof 
on the horizon 
on the house 
on the lam 
on the margins of sth 
on the nail 
on the never-never 
on the nod 
on the nose 
on the off-chance 
on the one hand...on the other 
hand 
on the q.t.: see on the q.t. 
on the quiet 
on the rack 
on the rebound 
on the record: see off the 
record 
on the shelf 
on the side 
on the spot 
on the strength of sth 
on the stump 
on the table 
on the trot 
on the/sb's agenda 
on the/your (starting) blocks: 
see be off the (starting) 
blocks 
on top of sth 
on track 
On yer bike! 
on your hobbyhorse 
on your tod 
(right) on the button 
ONCE 
give sb/sth the once-over 
give sth a once-over 
once and for all 
Once bitten, twice shy. 
once in a blue moon 
once in a lifetime 
once upon a time 
ONCE-IN-A-LIFETIME 
once-in-a-lifetime: see once ina 
lifetime 
ONE 
anine/one/seven-day 
wonder 
a one-hit wonder 
a one-horse race 
aone-horse town 
a one-man band 
a one-night stand 
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a one-two punch 

a one-way ticket to sth 

a quick one 

and one (more) for luck 

as one man 

at/in one sitting 

back to square one 

be another/one of life’s great 
mysteries 

be at one 

be neither one thing nor the 
other 

be of like/one mind 

be one in a million 

beone in the eye for sb 

be one of a kind 

beone sandwich short of a 
picnic 

be one step ahead 

be one up on sb/sth 

can count sth on the fingers of 
one hand 

come one, come all 

from one moment to the next 

from/since the year one 

get/put one over on sb 

£go in one ear and out the other 

go one better 

Got it in one! 

havea one-track mind 

have one foot in the grave 

have/keep one eye on sth/sb 

If it's not one thing it's 
another! 

in words of one syllable 

It's all one to me. 

It's just one of those things. 

It's (just) one thing after 
another! 

keep/stay one step ahead: see 
be one step ahead 

kill two birds with one stone 

land/sock sb one 

Nice one! 

number one 

on the one hand...on the other 
hand 

one and all 

one for the road 

One good turn deserves 
another. 

One man’s meat is another 
man’s poison. 

one of the boys 

one of the lads 

one-on-one: see one-to-one 

one-shot 

One step forward, two steps 
back. 

one swallow doesn’t make a 
summer 

one thing leads to another 

one-to-one 

one-upmanship 

one way or another 


one way or the other 
public enemy number one 
pulla fast one 
Pull the other leg/one (it's got 
bells on)! 
put one over on sb 
six of one and half a dozen of 
the other 
That's a new one on me! 
That's/There’s one for the 
books. 
the odd man/one out 
There's more than one way to 
skina cat. 
There's one born every 
minute. 
We've got a right one here! 
with one eye on sth/sb: see 
have/keep one eye on sth/sb 
You're a fine one to talk! 
ONE-ON-ONE 
one-on-one: see one-to-one 
ONIONS 
know your onions 
ONLY 
beonly a matter of time 
Beauty is only skin deep. 
inname only 
not be the only pebble on the 
beach 
only have eyes for sb 
ONTO 
beonto a winner 
ONWARD 
onward and upward: see 
onwards and upwards 
ONWARDS 
onwards and upwards 
Onwards and upwards! 
OPEN 
anopen marriage 
anopen sesame 
bean open book 
be wide open 
be (wide) open to 
[abuse/criticism etc.] 
blow sth wide open 
greet/welcome sb/sth with 
open arms 
have/keep an open mind 
open a Pandora's box 
open and shut 
open-ended 
open-minded: see have/keep 
anopen mind 
open-mindedness: see 
have/keep an open mind 
open (new) doors 
open sb's eyes to sth 
open season 
open the door to sth 
open the floodgates 
open the way for/to sth 
open your eyes to sth: see 
close/shut your eyes to sth 


open your heart 
open/reopen old wounds 
push at an open door 
with your eyes open 
OPENED 
the heavens opened 
OPERATIVE 
theoperative word 
OPINION 
bea matter of opinion 
contrary to popular 
belief/opinion 
OPPOSITE 
be different/opposite sides of 
the same coin 
ORANGES 
apples and oranges 
ORDER 
a pecking order 
beatallorder 
be in apple-pie order 
beout of order 
bethe order of the day 
get/put your own house in 
order 
ORDERED 
be just what the doctor 
ordered 
ORDERS 
get your marching orders: see 
give sb their marching 
orders 
give sb their marching orders 
ORGANIZE 
couldn't organize a piss-up in 
abrewery 
OTHER 
asignificant other 
(all) other things being 
equal 
bat for the other side 
be laughing on the other side 
of your face 
be laughing out of the other 
side of your mouth 
be neither one thing nor the 
other 
every other 
have bigger/other fish to fry 
how the other half lives 
lookthe other way 
one way or the other 
Pull the other leg/one (it's got 
bells on)! 
sb's better/other half 
six of one and half a dozen of 
theother 
The grass is always greener 
(on the other side of the 
fence). 
the other side of the coin 
the other/wrong side of the 
tracks 
turn the other cheek 
wait for the other shoe to drop 
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OTHERS 
head and shoulders above [the 
others/the rest etc.] 
OUNCE 
Anounce of prevention is 
worth a pound of cure. 
OUT 
beoutfor blood 
be out for the count 
be out for/after sb’s scalp 
be out in force 
be out of action 
be out of bounds 
be out of it 
be out of line 
be out of luck: see be in luck 
be out of order 
be out of place 
be out of pocket 
be out of sb’s hands 
be out of sb's league 
be out of sb's way 
be out of sorts 
be out of the ark 
be out of the loop: see be in the 
loop 
be out of the picture 
be out of the question 
be out of the (starting) blocks 
be out of the way 
be out of this world 
be out of touch 
be out of touch with sth 
be out of your brain 
be out of your depth 
be out of your element 
be out of your head 
be out of your mind 
be out of your mind with 
[boredom/fear/worry etc.] 
beoutof your tree 
beoutonalimb 
be (out) on the piss 
beouton your ear 
beouttolunch 
be/go out like a light 
be/go out on the tiles 
be/goouton the town 
not be out of the wood/woods 
out-and-out 
(out) in the middle of nowhere 
out of a clear (blue) sky: seeout 
of the blue 
out of circulation 
out-of-date 
out of hand 
out of keeping with sth: see in 
keeping with sth 
out of kilter 
out of sb's hair: see get in sb's 
hair 


out of sight 

out of the blue 

out of the doldrums: see be in 
the doldrums 


OWN 


out of the running: see be in 
therunning 
out of whack 
Out with it! 
OUTRAGEOUS 
the slings and arrows (of 
outrageous fortune) 
OUTS 
the ins and outs 
OUTSTAY 
outstay/overstay your 
welcome 
OVEN 
have a bun in the oven 
OVER 
alloverthe place 
be over and done with: see get 
sth over and done with 
be over the hill 
beoverthe hump 
beover the moon 
beover the top 
get sth over and done with 
get sth over with 
over and above 
over the counter 
over-the-counter: see over the 
counter 
put sb over your knee 
OVER-EGG 
over-egg the pudding 
OVERBOARD 
gooverboard 
OVERDRIVE 
be in overdrive: see go into 
overdrive 
go into overdrive 
OVERPLAY 
overplay your hand 
OVERSTAY 
outstay/overstay your 
welcome 
OVERSTEP 
overstep the mark 
OWL 
anight owl 
OWN 
(all) on your own 
anown goal 
asif you own the place 
be afraid of your own shadow 
be hoist by/with your own 
petard 


beof your own making 

be your own 
man/woman/person 

be your own master 

be your own worst enemy 

beat sb at their own game: see 
play sbat their own game 

blow your own trumpet 

blow/toot your own horn 

come into your/its own 

cut your own throat 

dig your own grave 


OX 


do your own thing 

each to his/her own 

feather your own nest 

get your own back 

get your own way 

have a mind of its own 

have the devil's own job doing 

sth/to do sth 

have the devil's own luck 

hold your own 

leave sb to their own devices 

line your (own) pockets 

make a rod for your own back 

Mind your own business! 

not have a minute to call your 

own 

of your own accord 

on sb's (own) head be it 

on your own account 

on your own hook 

pay sb back in their own coin 

play sb at their own game 

save your own skin 

stand on your own two feet 

tell its own tale 

to each his/her own 
ox 

be as strong as an ox 
OYSTER 

the world is your oyster 
P 

mind/watch your p's and q's 
PACE 

atasnail's pace 

can't stand/take the pace 

setthe pace 
PACES 

put sb through their paces 
PACK 

a pack of lies 

apack rat 

be ahead of the pack 

packa punch 

pack your bags 

the joker in the pack 
PACKED 

be packed like sardines 
PACKING 


beup shit creek (without a 
paddle) 
be up the creek (without a 
paddle) 
paddle your own canoe 
PAGE 
turn the page 
PAGEANT 
be (all) part of life's rich 
pageant/tapestry 
PAID 
put paid to sth 
PAID-UP 
be a fully paid-up member of 
sth 
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PAIN 
be a pain in the arse/backside 
be a pain in the ass/butt 
be a pain in the neck 
on/under pain of death 
PAINS 
be at pains to do sth 
go to/take great pains to do 
sth 


be as interesting as watching 
paint dry 
be like watching paint dry 
paint a [bleak/rosy etc.] 
picture of sth 
paint the town red 
paint yourself into a corner 
PAINTED 
not be as black as you are/it is 
painted 
PAINTING 
be like painting the Forth 
Bridge 
be no oil painting 
PAIR 
a safe pair of hands 
have a [fine/good etc.] pair of 
lungs 
show sba clean pair of heels 
PALE 
be beyond the pale 
fade/pale into insignificance 
go beyond the pale: see be 
beyond the pale 
pale by/in comparison 
PALL 
cast a pall on/over sth 
PALM 
grease sb's palm 
have sb eating out of the palm 
of your hand 
have sb in the palm of your 
hand 
PALSY-WALSY 
palsy-walsy 
PAN 


aflash in the pan 
down the pan 
jump out of the frying pan 
(and) into the fire 
PANCAKE 
beas flat as a pancake 
PANDORA 
open a Pandora's box 
PANIC 
hit/press/push the panic 
button 
panic stations 
PANTS 


asmarty pants 

be caught with your 
pants/trousers down 

[beat/bore/scare etc.] the 
pants off sb 


by the seat of your pants: see 
fly by the seat of your pants 
fly by the seat of your pants 
have ants in your pants 
wear the pants 
PAPER 
a paper chase 
apaper tiger 
apaper trail 
couldn't [act/argue/fight] your 
way out of a paper bag 
not be worth the paper 
it's/they're printed/written 
on 
on paper 
paper/smooth over the cracks 
put pen to paper 
PAPERS 
get your walking papers: see 
give sb their walking papers 
give sb their walking papers 
PAR 
be below par 
be par for the course 
not be up to par 
PARACHUTE 
a golden parachute 
PARADE 
rain on sb's parade 
PARADISE 
live in a fool's paradise 
PARAPET 
put/stick your head above the 
parapet 
PARCEL 
part and parcel 
PARDON 
Pardon me for 
breathing/living! 
Pardon my French! 
PARKER 
anosy/nosey parker 
PARKINSON 
Parkinson's law 
PARROT 
beassick as a parrot 
parrot-fashion 
PART 
be (all) part of life's rich 
pageant/tapestry 
be part of thefurniture 
Discretion is the better part of 
valor. 
Discretion is the better part of 
valour. 
lookthe part 
part and parcel 
take sb's part 
take sth in good part 
PARTED 
A fool and his money are soon 


parted. 
PARTING 

a parting shot 

the parting of the ways 


PARTNER 
silent partner 
sleeping partner 


abucks party 

a hen night/party 

a party animal 

a party pooper 

a stag night/party 

be the life and soul of the 


party 
be the life of the party 
piss on sb's party 
sb's party piece 
PASS 
be like ships that pass in the 
night 
come through/pass with 
flying colors 
come through/pass with 
flying colours 
make a pass at sb 
pass by on the other side 
pass muster 
pass the baton 
pass the buck 
pass the hat around/ 
round 
pass the time of day 
things have come to/reached a 
pretty pass 
PASSAGE 
arite of passage 
PASSAGES 
purple passages: see purple 
prose 
PAST 
a blast from the past 
beathing of the past 
be first past the post 
be past it 
be past your sell-by date 
Iwouldn't put it past sb 
PASTURE 
putsbout to pasture 
PASTURES 


a pat on the back 

have sth down pat: see learn 
sth off pat 

have sth off pat: see learn sth 
off pat 

learn sth down pat 

learn sth off pat 

pat sb on the back: see a pat on 
the back 

sit pat 

stand pat 
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PATCH 
not bea patch on sb/sth 
PATH 
be off the beaten path 
beata path to sb's door 
cross sb's path 
lead sb down the garden 
path 
lead sb up the garden path 
take the line/path of least 
resistance 
the primrose path 
PATHS 
sb’s paths cross 
PATIENCE 
the patience of Job/a saint 
PATTER 
the patter of tiny feet 
PAUL 
rob Peter to pay Paul 
PAUSE 
give sb pause (for thought) 
PAVE 
pave the way for sth 
PAVED 
The road to hell is paved with 
good intentions. 
PAY 
Crime doesn’t pay. 
give/pay lip service to sth 
hit/strike pay dirt 
If you pay peanuts, you get 
monkeys. 
pay dividends 
pay its way 
pay over the odds 
pay sb back in their own coin 
pay the price 
pay through the nose 
pay top dollar 
pay your dues 
pay your way 
rob Peter to pay Paul 
there'll be hell to pay 
PAYS 
He who pays the piper calls 
thetune. 
You pays your money (and you 
takes your chances). 
You pays your money (and you 
takes your choice). 
PEA-BRAINED 
pea-brained 
PEACE 
a peace offering 
beat peace with the world 
There's no peace/rest for the 
wicked! 
PEANUTS 
If you pay peanuts, you get 
monkeys. 


PENNY 


PEARLS 
cast pearls before swine 


not be the only pebble on the 
beach 
PECKER 
Keep your pecker up! 
PECKING 


knock sb off their pedestal: 
see put sb on a pedestal 
put sb on a pedestal 
PEELED 
keep your eyes peeled/skinned 
PEEPING 
a peeping Tom 


asquare peg (in a round hole) 
bring sb down a peg or two 
off the peg 
PEGGED 
have sb pegged 
PEGGING 
be level pegging 
PELL-MELL 
pell-mell 
pell-mell: see pell-mell 
PELT 
(at) full pelt/steam/tilt 
PEN 
a pen pusher 
pen pushing: see a pen 
pusher 
put pen to paper 
The pen is mightier than the 
sword. 
PENCIL 
a pencil pusher 
have lead in your pencil: see 
put lead in your pencil 
pencil pushing: see a pen 
pusher 
put lead in your pencil 
PENN'ORTH 
put in/stick in your two 
penn'orth 
PENNIES 
not have two pennies to rub 
together 
PENNY 
A penny for them. 
A penny for your thoughts. 
A penny saved is a penny 
earned. 
be penny-wise and pound- 
foolish 
beten/two a penny 
cost (sb) a pretty penny 


PEOPLE 


In for a penny, (in fora 
pound). 

penny ante 

spend a penny 

the penny drops 

turn up like a bad penny 

PEOPLE 

People who live in glass 
houses (shouldn't throw 
stones). 


fall off your perch 
knock sb off their perch 
PERFECT 
Practice makes perfect. 
PERFORM 
perform/work miracles 
PERIOD 
a honeymoon period 
PERISH 
Perish the thought! 
PERSON 
a girl/man/person Friday 
about/on your person 
be your own 
man/woman/person 
the man/woman/ person in the 
street 
PET 
Sb's pet hate 
sb's pet peeve 
PETARD 
be hoist by/with your own 
petard 
PETER 
rob Peter to pay Paul 


aturn of phrase 
to coin a phrase 
PICK 
a pick-me-up 
have a bone to pick with sb 
have your pick of sth 
pick and mix 
pick-and-mix: see pick and 


mix 

pick holes in sth 

pick sb's brains 

pick sb's pocket 

pick up steam 

pick up sticks 

pick up the bill/tab 

pick up the pieces 

pick up the threads of sth 

pick up your marbles (and go 
home/leave) 

pick up/take the ball and run 
(with it) 

pick/pull sb/sth to pieces 
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pick/take up the gauntlet: 
see throw down the gauntlet 
pick/take up the slack 
take your pick 
the pick of sth 
PICKLE 
be in a (pretty/right) pickle 
PICNIC 
be a couple of sandwiches 
short of a picnic: see be one 
sandwich short of a picnic 
be no picnic 
be no picnic 
be one sandwich short of a 
picnic 
make sth seem like a picnic 
PICTURE 
be in the picture: see be out of 
the picture 
be out of the picture 
be the picture of 
[health/innocence etc.] 
get the picture 
keep sb in the picture: see put 
sbinthe picture 
paint a [bleak/rosy etc.] 
picture of sth 
picture-perfect 
put sb in the picture 
sb’s face is a picture 
the big picture 
the whole picture 
PIE 
aslice of the pie 
be as American as apple pie 
be as easy as pie 
be as nice as pie 
be pie-eyed 
eat humble pie 
have a finger in every pie 
have a finger in the pie: see 
have a finger in every pie 
pie in the sky 
PIECE 
aconversation piece 
a piece/slice of the action 
be a nasty piece of work 
bea piece of cake 
bea piece of piss 
be (all) of a piece 
give sb a piece of your mind 
How long is a piece of string? 
say your piece 
sb’s party piece 
take a piece out of sb 
the villain of the piece 
PIECES 
be shot to hell/pieces 
be thrilled to pieces 
bits and pieces 
go/fall to pieces 
pick up the pieces 
pick/pull sb/sth to pieces 
PIG see also PIGS 
a guinea pig 


a pig in a poke 
eatlikea pig 
inapig'seye 
make a pig of yourself 
make a pig's ear of sth/doing 
sth 
Pig's arse! 
squeal like a stuck pig 
sweat like a pig 
PIGEON 
astool pigeon 
be sb's pigeon 
PIGEONS 
put/set the cat among the 
pigeons 
PIGGY 
piggy in the middle 
PIGS 
Pigs can fly. 
Pigs might fly. 
PIKE 
come down the pike 
down the pike 
PILE 
atthe bottom of the heap/pile 
pile it/them high and sell 
it/them cheap 
pile on the agony 
PILL see a/so PILLS 
a bitter pill (to swallow) 
sugar-coat the pill 
sugar/sweeten the pill 
PILLAR 
a pillar/tower of strength 
from pillar to post 
PILLOW 


on automatic pilot 
PIN see also PINS 
as straight as a pin 
be as clean as a new pin 
pin back your ears 
pin money 
pin sth on sb 
pin your hopes on sth/sb 
You could have heard a pin 
drop. 
PINCH 
ata pinch 
feel the pinch 
inapinch 
pinch-hit 
take sth with a pinch of salt 
PINK 
a pink slip 
beinthe pink 
be tickled pink/to death 
pink-collar 
the pink dollar 
the pink pound 
PINS 
be on pins and needles 


have pins and needles 
PINT 
get/put a quart into a pint 


a pipe dream 
Put/stick that in your pipe 
and smoke it! 
PIPELINE 
be in the pipeline 
PIPER 
He who pays the piper calls 
the tune. 
PIPPED 
be pipped at/to the post 
be pipped at/to the post 
PISS 
a piss-artist 
a piss-take: see take the piss 
apiss-up 
be a piece of piss 
be full of piss and vinegar 
be (out) on the piss 
couldn't organize a piss-up in 
abrewery 
go (out) on the piss: see be (out) 
on the piss 
Go piss up a rope! 
not have a pot to piss in 
piss on sb's party 
Piss or get off the can/pot! 
take the piss 
PISSED 
as pissed as a fart 
as pissed as a newt 
pissed out of your 
head/mind/skull 
PISSING 
be pissing in/into the wind 
PIT 


a bottomless pit 
a pit stop 
pit your wits against sb/sth 
PITCH 
fever pitch 
make a pitch for sth 
queer sb's pitch 
PITCHED 
a pitched battle 
PLACE 
a/sb’s place in the sun 
all over the place 
as if you own the place 
be in the right place at the 
right time 
be out of place 
between a rock and a hard 
place 
fall into place 
give sth pride of place: see 
have/take pride of place 
have/take pride of place 
in the first place 
know your place 
not a hair out of place 
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place/put your life in sb’s 
hands: see your life is in sb's 
hands 


put sb in their place 

Sb's heart is in the right place 

scream the place down 

There's a time and a place. 
PLACES 

£o places 

have friends in high places 
PLAGUE 

avoid sb/sth like the plague 
PLAIN 

a plain Jane 

beas clear/plain as day 

be as plain as the nose on your 


be (living) on another planet 
What planet is sb on?: see be 
(living) on another planet 
PLANK 


beasthick as two short planks 
PLATE 
give/hand sth to sb on a plate 
have a lot/enough on your plate 
have your plate full 
sb's head on a plate/platter 
PLATTER 
give/hand sth to sb on a 
(silver) platter 
sb's head on a plate/platter 
PLAY see also PLAYING 
a play on words 
act/play the fool 
act/play the goat 
All work and no play (makes 
Jack a dull boy). 
allow/give sth full play 
be child's play 
bring sth into play 
come into full play: see 
allow/give sth full play 
fair play 
foul play 
(if you) play your cards right 
keep/play your cards close to 
your chest 
make a big play of sth 
make (a) great play of sth 
make a play for sb 
make a play for sth 
play a blinder 
play astraight bat 
play a/the waiting game 
play away from home 
play ball 
play both ends against the 
middle 
play cat and mouse 


PLUG 


play devil's advocate 

play dirty 

play fast and loose with 

sth/sb 

play footsie 

play footsie with sb 

play for keeps 

play for time 

play games 

play God 

play gooseberry 

play hard to get 

play hardball 

play hooky 

play into sb's hands 

play it by ear 

play it cool 

play (it) safe 

play (merry) hell 

play (merry) hell with sth 

play possum 

play Russian roulette 

play sbat their own game 

play sb for a fool 

play sb for a sucker 

play second fiddle 

play silly buggers 

play the field 

play the game 

play to the gallery 

play with fire 

play your ace 

the state of play 

Turnabout is fair play. 

two can play at that game 

When/While the cat's away 

(the mice will play). 

PLAYING 

a level playing field 
PLEA 


copa plea 
PLEAD 

Itake/plead the Fifth 

(Amendment) 

PLEASED 

be as pleased as Punch 
PLEASURE 

mix business with pleasure 
PLEDGE 

sign/take the pledge 
PLENTY 


There are plenty more where 
they/that came from. 
PLOT 
losethe plot 
The plot thickens. 
PLOUGH 
plough a lone/lonely furrow 
PLOUGHSHARES 
beat/turn swords into 
ploughshares 
PLUCK 
pluck sth out of the air 
PLUG 
aspark plug 


PLUGHOLE 


pull the plug 
PLUGHOLE 

go down the plughole 
PLUM 

speak with a plum in your 

mouth 

PLUMB 

plumb the depths 
PLUNGE 

take the plunge 
PLY 


ply your trade 
PNEUMONIA 

if sb/sth catches a cold, sb/sth 

gets pneumonia 

PO-FACED 

po-faced 
POACHER 

a poacher turned gamekeeper 
POCKET 

be in sb's pocket 

beout of pocket 

dig/dip into your pocket 

have sth burning a hole in 

your pocket 

pick sb's pocket 

put your hand in your pocket 
POCKETS 

deep pockets 

line sb's pockets 

line your (own) pockets 

live in each other's pockets 
POD 

belike two peas in a pod 


asticking point 

be beside the point 

be sb's strong point/suit 

miss the point 

not to put too fine a point on it 

point blank 

point-blank: see point blank 

point blank 

point the finger at sb 

point the way 

reach boiling point 

the point of noreturn 

There's no point crying over 

spilt milk. 

POINTS 

earn/get brownie points 
POISON 

a poison-pen letter 

One man's meat is another 

man's poison. 

What's your poison? 

POISONED 


a pig in a poke 
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poke fun at sb/sth 
poke/stick your nose into sth 
POLE 
be in pole position 
I wouldn't touch sb/sth with a 
barge pole. 
Iwouldn't touch sb/sth with a 
ten-foot pole 
the greasy pole 
thelow man on the totem 
pole 
POLES 
be poles apart 
POLICY 
Honesty is the best policy. 
POLISH 


a political football 
POLITICALLY 
politically correct 
POLLS 
goto the polls 
POMP 
pomp and circumstance 
POND 
a big fish in a small pond 
PONY 
a dog and pony show 
Shanks's pony 
POOPER 
aparty pooper 
POOR 
apoor man's sb/sth 
a poor relation 
beas poor as church mice 
make a bad/poor fist of 
sth/doing sth: see make a 
good fist of sth/doing sth 
POP 
pop pills 
pop the question 
pop your clogs 
POPPING 
Sb's eyes are popping out of 
their head 
POPULAR 
contrary to popular 
belief/opinion 
PORK 
pork barrel 
pork-barrel: see pork barrel 
PORT 
a port of call 
Any port in a storm. 
POSITION 
be in pole position 
the missionary position 
POSSESSED 
like a man/woman possessed 
POSSESSION 
Possession is nine-tenths of 
the law. 
POSSUM 
play possum 


POST 
be as deaf as a post 
be first past the post 
be pipped at/to the post 
be pipped at/to the post 
from pillar to post 
post-haste 
POSTAGE 
fit/write sth on the back of a 
postage stamp 
POSTAL 
go postal 
POSTED 
keep sb posted 
POT see also POTS 
a melting pot 
A watched pot never boils. 
can talk the legs off an iron 
pot 
get/put a quart into a pint pot 
go to pot 
not have a pot to piss in 
Piss or get off the can/pot! 
Shit or get off the can/pot! 
take a pot shot 
take pot luck 
the pot calling the kettle black 
throw sth into the pot 
POTATO 
a couch potato 
a hot potato 
drop sb/sth like a hot 
brick/potato 
POTATOES 
small potatoes 
the meat and potatoes 
POTS 
pots of money 
POUND 
Anounce of prevention is 
worth a pound of cure. 
In for a penny, (in fora 
pound). 
the pink pound 
your pound of flesh 
POUND-FOOLISH 
be penny-wise and pound- 
foolish 
POUR 
pour oil on troubled waters 
pour your heart out 
pour/throw cold water on sth 
POURS 
It never rains but it pours. 
POWDER 
a powder keg 
keep your powder dry 
powder your nose 
take a powder 
POWER 
do sb a power of good 
More power to you! 
More power to your elbow! 
the corridors of power 
the power behind the throne 


POWERS 
the powers that be 
PRACTICE 
Practice makes perfect. 
practice what you preach: see 
practise what you preach 
PRACTISE 
practise what you preach 
PRAISE 
damn sb/sth with faint 
praise 
praise sb/sth to the skies 
PRAISES 
sing sb's/sth's praises 
PRAWN 
come the raw prawn 
PRAYER 
not have a prayer 
ona wing and a prayer 
PRAYERS 
the answer to sb's prayers 
PREACH 
practice what you preach: see 
practise what you preach 
practise what you preach 
preach to the converted 
PREPARE 
prepare the ground 
PRESENCE 
make your presence felt 
PRESENT 
present company excepted 
present company excluded 
There's no time like the 
present. 
PRESS 
a full-court press 
be hot off the press 
hit/press/push the panic 
button 
press the flesh 
press/push the right 
button/buttons 
PRESSED 
be hard pressed 
PRETENCES 
under false pretences 
PRETEND 
pretend/say that black is 
white 
PRETTY 
a fine/pretty kettle of fish 
beina (pretty/right) pickle 
be sitting pretty 
cost (sb) a pretty penny 
not be a pretty sight 
not be just a pretty face 
Pretty is as pretty does. 


things have come to/reached a 


pretty pass 
PREVENTION 
An ounce of prevention is 
worth a pound of cure. 
Prevention is better than 
cure. 
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PREY 
prey on sb's mind 
PRICE 
ataprice 
atany price 
Cheap at half the price! 
pay the price 
What price 
[fame/success/ victory etc.]? 
PRICK 
belike a spare prick at a 
wedding 
prick sb's conscience 
prick your ears up 
PRICKS 
kick against the pricks 
PRIDE 
give sth pride of place: 
see have/take pride of 
place 
have/take pride of place 
Pride comes before a fall. 
Pride goes before a fall. 
swallow your pride 
PRIM 
prim and proper 
PRIME 
a prime mover 
prime the pump 
PRIMROSE 
the primrose path 
PRINT 
be a licence to print money 
be a license to print money: 
see be a licence to print 
money 
the fine/small print 
PRINTED 
not be worth the paper 
it's/they're printed/ written 
on 
PRISONERS 
take no prisoners 
PRIZES 
no prizes for guessing sth 
PROBLEMS 
teething problems/ troubles 
PRODIGAL 
the prodigal son 
PRODUCTION 
make a production (out) of 
sth 
PROFESSION 
the oldest profession (in the 
world) 
PROFILE 
keep a low profile 
PROGRAM 
get with the program 
PROMISE 
give sth a lick and a promise 
promise (sb) the earth 
promise (sb) the moon 
PROMISED 
the promised land 


PULL 


The proof of the pudding (is in 
the eating). 
PROPER 
good and proper 
good/right and proper 
prim and proper 
PROPHET 
a prophet of doom 
PROPORTION 
blow sth out of (all) 
proportion 
PROS 
the pros and cons 
PROSE 
purple prose 


do sb proud 
PROVE 
prove/show your mettle 
PROVES 
be the exception that proves 
the rule 
PROVIDENCE 
tempt fate/providence 
PUB 


apub crawl 
PUBLIC 
air your dirty laundry/linen 
in public 
be in the public eye 
public enemy number one 
wash your dirty 
laundry/linen in public 
PUDDING 
be in the pudding club 
over-egg the pudding 
The proof of the pudding (is in 
the eating). 


bring/pull sb up with a start 

draw/pull in your horns 

get/pull your finger out 

haul/pull yourself up by your 
bootstraps 

make/pull a face 

not pull any punches 

pick/pull sb/sth to pieces 

pull a fast one 

pull a rabbit out of the hat 

pull out all the stops 

pull rank 

pull sb up short 

pull sb’s leg 

pull something out of the bag 

pull strings 

Pull the other leg/one (it’s got 
bells on)! 

pull the plug 


PULP 


pull the rug from under sb's 
feet 


pull the rug from under sb/sth 
pull the strings 

pull the wool over sb's eyes 
pull up short: see pull sb up 


pull/tear your hair out 
pull/yank sb's chain 
PULP 
beat sb to a pulp 
PULPIT 
a bully pulpit 
PULSE 
have your finger on the 
pulse 
keep your finger on the pulse: 
see have your finger on the 
pulse 
quicken your/the pulse 


all hands to the pumps 
PUNCH 

aone-two punch 

be as pleased as Punch 

be punch-drunk 

beat sb to the punch 

pack a punch 

punch sb's lights out 
PUNCHES 

not pull any punches 

roll with the punches 
PUNISHMENT 

a glutton for punishment 
PUP 

be sold a pup 
PUPPY 


puppy fat 
puppy love 
PURE 
be as pure as the driven snow 
pure and simple: see purely 
and simply 
PURELY 
purely and simply 
PURPLE 


purple passages: see purple 


to all intents and purposes 
PURSE 
hold the purse strings 
loosen the purse strings: see 
hold the purse strings 
tighten the purse strings: see 
hold the purse strings 
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You can't make a silk purse 
out of a sow's ear. 
PURSUIT 
in hot pursuit 
PUSH see also PUSHED, PUSH- 
ING 
atapush 
get the push: see give sb the 
push 
givesbthe push 
hit/press/push the panic 
button 
if/when push comes to shove 
press/push the right 
button/buttons 
push at an open door 
push the boat out 
push your luck 
push/drive sb over the edge 


be pushing up (the) daisies 
PUSS 


a glamor girl/puss: see a 
glamour girl/puss 
aglamour girl/puss 
PUT 


a put-up job 

be hard put to do sth 

be put on full/red alert: see be 
on full/red alert 

can't put a foot wrong: see not 
put a foot wrong 

get/put a quart into a pint pot 

get/put one over on sb 

get/put sb’s back up 

get/put the wind up sb 

get/put your head down 

get/put your own house in 
order 

hold/put a gun to sb’s head 

Ican't put a name to her/him. 

I wouldn't put it past sb 

lay/put a guilt trip on sb 

lay/put sth on the line: see be 
on the line 

lay/put your cards on the 
table 

not know where to put 
yourself 

not put a foot wrong 

not to put too fine a point on it 

place/put your life in sb's 
hands: see your life is in sb's 
hands 

put a bomb under sth/sb 

put a brave face/front on sth 

put a damper/dampener on 
sth 

put a dent in sth 

Put a lid on it! 


puta rocket under sb 

Put a sock in it! 

put a spoke in sb's wheel 

put all your eggs in one basket 

put down roots 

put flesh on (the bones of) sth 

put hair(s) on your chest 

put ideas into sb's head 

put in a good word for sb 

put in/stick in your two 
penn'orth 

put it about 

put lead in your pencil 

put on a brave face/front: see 
put a brave face/front on sth 

put on the dog 

put on/up a front 

put one over on sb 

put out feelers 

put paid to sth 

put pen to paper 

put sb at odds with sb: see be at 
odds 

put sb in mind of sb/sth 

put sb in the picture 

put sb in their place 

put sb off their stride 

put sb off their stroke 

put sb on a pedestal 

put sb on edge: see be on edge 

put sb on the right track: see 
beon the right track 

put sb on the spot 

put sb out of action: see be out 
of action 

put sb out of their misery 

putsboutto pasture 

put sb over your knee 

put sb through hell 

put sb through hoops: see 
go/jump through hoops 

put sb through the mill 

put sb through the wringer 

put sb through their paces 

put sb’s nose out of joint 

put sb/sth in the shade 

put sth back on the rails: see be 
back on the rails 

put sth down to experience 

put sth on hold 

put sth on ice: see be on ice 

put sth on the back burner: see 
be on the back burner 

put sth out of action: see be 
out of action 

put sth to bed 

put sth under the microscope 

put sth/sb out of their misery 

put swh/sth/sb on the map 

put the arm on sb 

put the ball in sb’s court: see 
the ball is in sb’s court 

put the bite on sb 

put the boot in 

put the brakes on 


put the cart before the horse 

put the fear of God into sb 

put the finger on sb 

Put the flags out! 

put the frighteners on sb 

put the genie back in the 
bottle: see let the genie out of 
the bottle 

put the heat on sb 

put the kibosh on sth 

put the lid on sth 

put the make on sb 

put the mockers on sth 

put the roses in sb's cheeks 

put the screws on sb 

put the skids under sb/sth 

put the squeeze on sb/sth 

put their heads together 

put two and two together 

put two and two together and 
get/make five: see put two and 
two together 

put up or shut up 

put words in/into sb's mouth 

put years on sb 

put your back into sth 

put your best foot forward 

put your feet up 

put your finger on sth 

put your foot down 

put your foot in it 

put your foot in your mouth 

put your foot to the floor 

put your hand in your 
pocket 

put your hand on your heart 

put your head/neck on the 
block 

put your heart and soul into 
sth/doing sth 

put your life on the line 

put your mind to it 

put your money on sb/sth 

put your money where your 
mouth is 

put your neck on the line 

put your shirt on sth 

put your shoulder to the 
wheel 

put your thinking cap on 

put your two cents (worth) in 

put/get sb/sth back on track: 
seeon track 

put/set sb on a collision 
course: see be on a collision 
course 

put/set sb's mind at rest 

put/set sth in motion 

put/set the cat among the 
pigeons 

put/set the record straight 

put/set the seal on sth 

Put/stick that in your pipe 
and smoke it! 

put/stick the knife in 
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put/stick two fingers up at 
sb/sth 
put/stick your head above the 
parapet 
put/stick your oar in 
put/throw a (monkey) wrench 
inthe works 
put/throw a spanner in the 
works 
put/throw sb off the scent 
put/turn the clock back 
PUTTY 
be putty in your hands 
PYRRHIC 
a Pyrrhic victory 
QED 
QED 
QUAKE 
make sb quake in their boots: 
see be quaking in your boots 
QUAKING 
be quaking in your boots 
QUANTITY 
an unknown quantity 
QUANTUM 
aquantum jump 
aquantum leap 
QUART 
get/put a quart into a pint pot 
QUARTERBACK 
a Monday morning 
quarterback 
QUEEN 
turn king's/queen's evidence 
QUEER 
a queer fish 
be in Queer Street 
queer sb's pitch 
QUESTION 
aquestion mark over sth 
beout of the question 
beg the question 
call sth into question 
pop the question 
the million-dollar question 
the sixty-four-thousand-dollar 
question 
QUEUE 
aqueue-jumper: see jump the 
queue 
jump the queue 
queue-jump: see jump the 
queue 
QUICK 
aquick fix 
aquick one 
aquick study 
as quick as a flash/wink 
as quick as lightning 
be quick off the mark 
bequick on the draw 
be quick on the uptake: see be 
slow on the uptake 
cut sb to the quick 
make a fast/quick buck 


RAIN 


quick-fix: see a quick fix 
QUICKEN 

quicken your/the pulse 
QUICKEST 

be first/quickest off the mark: 

see be quick off the mark 

QUID 

not be the full quid 
QUIDS 

be quids in 

not for quids 
QUIET 

be as quiet as a mouse 

on the quiet 


give/quote (sb) chapter and 
verse 
quote, end quote 
quote, unquote 
RABBIT 
be like a deer/rabbit caught in 
the headlights 
pull a rabbit out of the hat 
RABBITS 
breed like rabbits 
RACE 
aone-horse race 
arace against time/the 
clock 
aratrace 
race against the clock 
race against time/the clock: 
see a race against time/the 
clock 
RACK 
go to rack/wrack and ruin 
on the rack 
rack your brain/brains 
RAG see a/so RAGS 
be like a red rag to a bull 
chew the rag 
lose your rag 
RAGE 
be all the rage 
RAGGED 
be on the ragged edge 
run sb ragged 
RAGS 
go from rags to riches 
rags-to-riches: see go from 
rags to riches 
your glad rags 


be back on the rails 

go off the rails 

put sth back on the rails: see be 
back on the rails 

RAIN see also RAINING, RAINS 

ask (sb) for a rain check: see 
I'll take a rain check 

beasrightasrain 


RAINBOWS 


(come) rain or shine 
T'll get a rain check 
Tl takea rain check 
rain on sb's parade 
RAINBOWS 
chase rainbows 
RAINING 
It’s raining cats and dogs! 
RAINS 
It never rains but it pours. 
RAINY 
a rainy day fund: see save (sth) 
forarainy day 
save (sth) for a rainy day 
RAISE 
make/raise a stink 
raise (a few) eyebrows 
raise Cain 
raise hell 
raise (sb's) hackles 
raise the roof 
raise the specter of sth: see 
raise the spectre of sth 
raise the spectre of sth 
raise the tone: see lower the 
tone 
raise your game 
raise your hand against/to sb 
raise/rear its (ugly) head 
raise/up the ante 
RAISED 
raised eyebrows: see raise (a 
few) eyebrows 
RAKE 
arake-off 
be as thin as a rake 
rake over the ashes 
rake over the coals 
RAM 
ram sth down sb’s throat 
RAMROD 
be as stiff/straight as a 
ramrod 
RANCH 
bet the farm/ranch 
RANGE 
at point-blank range 
RANK 
pull rank 
rank-and-file: see the rank 
and file 
the rank and file 
RANKS 
break ranks 
close ranks 
join the ranks of sth 
RANSOM 
a king’s ransom 
hold sb to ransom 
RAP 
a bum rap 
a rap across/on/over the 
knuckles 
arap sheet 
beat the rap 
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rap sb's knuckles: see a rap 
across/on/over the 
knuckles 
take the rap 
RAPTURES 
go into raptures 
RARING 
be raring to go 
RASPBERRY 
blow araspberry 
give a raspberry 
RAT 
apackrat 
aratfink 
aratrace 
look like a drowned rat 
rat-arsed 
rat-assed: see rat-arsed 
smella rat 
RAT-ASSED 
rat-assed: see rat-arsed 
RATE 
ata rate of knots 
RATTLE 
rattle sb's cage 
RAVING 
bestark raving mad 
RAW 
come the raw prawn 
getaraw deal 
hit/touch a (raw) nerve 
intheraw 
life intheraw 
RAY 
aray of sunshine 
RAYS 
catch a few rays 
catch some rays 
RAZZLE 
a night (out) on the razzle: see 
be/go (out) on the razzle 
be/go (out) on the razzle 
RAZZLE-DAZZLE 
razzle-dazzle 
razzle-dazzle: see razzle- 
dazzle 
REACH 
reach boiling point 
reach for the moon/stars 
reach the end of the line/road: 
see be the end of the 
line/road 
reach the end of your rope: see 
beatthe end of your tether 
reach the end of your tether: 
see beat the end of your 
tether 
REACHED 
things have come to/reached a 
pretty pass 
REACTION 
agutreaction 
READ 
read between the lines 
Read my lips! 


read sb like a book 

read (sb) the riot act 

read sb's mind 

read the runes 

read/see the handwriting on 
the wall: seethe writing is on 
the wall 

read/see the writing on the 
wall: see the writing is on the 


be ready to roll 
fit/ready to drop 
ready cash/money 
rough and ready 
REAL 
Get real! 
the real McCoy 
REAP 
As you sow, so shall you reap. 
reap a/the harvest of sth 
reap the whirlwind 
You reap what you sow. 
REAPER 
the Grim Reaper 
REAR 
bring up the rear 
raise/rear its (ugly) head 
rear-end sth 
REARGUARD 
fight a rearguard action 
REARRANGING 
be like rearranging the 
deckchairs on the Titanic 
REASON 
it stands to reason 
no rhyme or reason 
without rhyme or reason: see 
no rhyme or reason 
REBOUND 
on the rebound 
RECEIVED 
the conventional/received 
wisdom 
RECEIVING 
be at/on the receiving end 
RECHARGE 
recharge your batteries 
RECIPE 
bea recipe for [disaster/ 
happiness/success etc.] 
RECKONED 
bea force to be reckoned with 
RECKONING 
the day of reckoning 
RECORD 
atrack record 
bea matter of record 
beon record: see go on record 
for the record 
goon record 
off the record 
off-the-record: see off the 
record 


on the record: see off the 
record 
put/set the record straight 
RED 
aredeye 
ared herring 
ared-letter day 
be in the red 
be like a red rag to a bull 
be on full/red alert 
be put on full/red alert: see be 
on full/red alert 
catch sb red-handed 
go as red as a beet 
go as red as a beetroot 
go beet red 
go beetroot (red) 
not ared cent 
paint the town red 
red-blooded 
red eye 
red-eye: see a red eye 
red-hot 
red tape 
roll out the red carpet 
see red 
the red-carpet treatment: see 
roll out the red carpet 
the red-light district 
RED-CARPET 
the red-carpet treatment: see 
roll out the red carpet 
REDUCE 
reduce sb to tears 
REDUCED 
in reduced circumstances 
REFRESHMENT 
liquid refreshment 
REFUSAL 
give sb (the right of/to) first 


refusal 
have (the right of/to) first 
refusal: see give sb (the right 
of/to) first refusal 
REGULAR 
beas regular as clockwork 
REIGN 
a reign of terror 
REIN 
allow/give sb (a) free rein 
allow/give sth (a) free 
rein 
keep a tight rein on 
sb/sth 
keep sb/sth on a tight rein 
REINS 
hand over the reins 
loosen/relax the reins: see 
tighten the reins 
take over/up the reins 
tighten the reins 
REINVENT 
reinvent the wheel 
RELATION 
a poor relation 
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RELAX 
loosen/relax the reins: see 
tighten the reins 
RELIEF 
light relief 
RELIGION 
get religion 
RENAISSANCE 
a Renaissance man 
RENT 
arentboy 
REOPEN 
open/reopen old wounds 
REPENT 
Marry in haste, repent at 
leisure. 
REPUBLIC 
a banana republic 
RESISTANCE 
take the line/path of least 
resistance 
REST 
Give ita rest! 
God rest her/his soul. 
head and shoulders above [the 
others/the rest etc.] 
Irest my case. 
put/set sb's mind at rest 
rest on your laurels 
therest is history 
There's no peace/rest for the 
wicked! 
RETREAT 
beat a retreat 
RETURN 
return the compliment 
the point of no return 
REVERT 
revert to type 
REVOLVING 
arevolving door 
RHYME 
no rhyme or reason 
without rhyme or reason: see 
no rhyme or reason 
RIBS 
stick to your ribs 
RICH 
arich seam 
be (all) part of life's rich 
pageant/tapestry 
filthy/stinking rich 
strike it rich 
That's (a bit) rich! 
RICHES 
an embarrassment of riches 
go from rags to riches 
RIDDANCE 
Good riddance (to bad 
rubbish)! 
RIDDLES 
talk in riddles 
RIDE see a/so RIDING 
a bumpy/rough ride 
a free ride 


RIGHT 


an easy/smooth ride: seea 
bumpy/rough ride 
come/go along for the ride 
let sth ride 
ride herd on sb/sth 
ride (on) a/the wave 
ride on the back of sth 
ride out/weather the storm 
ride roughshod over sth/sb 
ride the crest of a wave: see be 
on the crest of a wave 
take sb for a ride 
RIDICULOUS 
from the sublime to the 
ridiculous 
RIDING 
be heading/riding for a fall 
be riding high 
RIFF-RAFF 
riff-raff 
RIGHT 
a bit of all right 
a God-given right 
beas right as rain 
be in a (pretty/right) pickle 
be in the (right) ballpark: see 
be in the same ballpark 
be in the right place at the 
right time 
be (just/right) up sb’s street 
be on the right lines 
be (on) the right side of 30/40 
etc.: see be (on) the wrong side 
of 30/40 etc. 
be on the right track 
be (right) on the money 
be (right) up sb's arse 
be (right) up there with 
sb/sth 
get off/start off on the right 
foot: see get off/start off on 
the wrong foot 
give sb (the right of/to) first 
refusal 
good/right and proper 
hang a left/right 
have your head screwed on 
(the right way) 
hit/strike the right note 
(if you) play your cards right 
left and right 
left, right and centre 
look right/straight through sb 
make (all) the right noises 


not be right in the head 

press/push the right 
button/buttons 

put sb on the right track: see 
be on the right track 

right and left 

(right) off the bat 

right-on 


RIGHTS 


(right) on the button 
Right on! 
sb’s heart is in the right place 
sb'sright-hand man/woman 
see sb right 
serve sb right 
the left hand doesn't know 
what the right hand is doing 
We've got a right one here! 
would give their right arm 
RIGHTS 
catch/have sb bang to rights 
catch/have sb dead to rights 
RILEY 
lead/live the life of Riley 
RING see a/so RINGING 
alarm bells start to ring: see 
set (the) alarm bells ringing 
have a familiar ring (to it) 
have a hollow ring: see 
ring/sound hollow 
have a ring to it 
ringa bell 
ring any bells: seering a bell 
ring off the hook 
ring the changes 
ring true 
ring/sound hollow 
the brass ring 
throw/toss your hat in the 
ring 
RINGER 
be a dead ringer for sb/sth 
RINGING 
set (the) alarm bells ringing 
RINGS 
run rings around/round sb 
RINGSIDE 
a ringside seat/view 
RINKY-DINK 
rinky-dink 
RIOT 
read (sb) the riot act 
run riot 
RIP 
let it/her rip 
letrip 


at the ripe old age of sth: 
see live to a ripe old 
age 
liveto a ripe old age 
the time is ripe 
RIPPLE 
aripple effect 
RISE 
getarise outof sb 
make (sb’s) hackles rise 
Rise and shine! 
rise from the dead 
rise to the bait 
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rise to the occasion 
sb's hackles rise: see raise 
(sb's) hackles 
RISK 
risk life and limb 


arite of passage 
rite-of-passage: see a rite of 
passage 
RIVER 
sell sb down the river 
ROAD 
aroad hog 
be the end of the line/road 
down the road 
go down that road 
hit the road 
Let's get the/this show on the 
road. 
one for the road 
reach the end of the line/road: 
see be the end of the 
line/road 
road-to-Damascus: see your 
road to Damascus 
The road to hell is paved with 
good intentions. 
your road to Damascus 
ROARING 
do a roaring business 
doaroaring trade 
ROB 
rob Peter to pay Paul 
rob the cradle: see a cradle- 
robber 
ROBBERY 
daylight robbery 
highway robbery 
ROCK see also ROCKS 
beas solid as a rock 
between a rock and a hard place 
like a shag on a rock 
rock bottom 
rock-bottom: see rock bottom 
rock bottom 
rock the boat 
rock/shake sth to its 
foundations 
rock/shake the foundations 
of sth 
ROCKER 
beoff your rocker 
go off your rocker: see be off 
your rocker 
ROCKET 
get a rocket: see give sba 
rocket 
give sba rocket 
golikea rocket 
it doesn't take a rocket 
scientist 
it's not rocket science: see it 
doesn't take a rocket 
scientist 


puta rocket under sb 
you don't have to be a rocket 
scientist 
ROCKS 
be on the rocks 
get your rocks off 
The hand that rocks the cradle 
(rules the world). 
ROD 
alightning rod 
make a rod for your own back 
rule (sb) with a rod of iron 
ROLL see a/so ROLLING 
arollinthe hay 
beonaroll 
be ready to roll 
heads will roll 
rollout the red carpet 
roll with the punches 
roll vour sleeves up 
roll/trip off the tongue 
ROLLER 
a high roller 
aroller coaster 
roller-coaster: see a roller 
coaster 
ROLLING 
be as easy as rolling off a log 
berolling in it 
berolling in the aisles: see 
have sb rolling in the aisles 
get rolling 
get sth rolling: see get rolling 
have sb rolling in the aisles 
keep the ball rolling: see 
set/start the ball rolling 
set/start the ball rolling 
ROMANS 
When in Rome (do as the 
Romans do). 
ROME 
fiddle while Rome burns 
Rome wasn't built in a day. 
When in Rome (do as the 
Romans do). 
ROOF 
aroofover your head 
belikea cat on a hot tin roof 
go through the roof 
hit the ceiling/roof 
raise the roof 
the roof caves/falls in 
ROOFTOPS 
shout sth from the rooftops 
ROOM 
elbow room 
not give sth/sb house room 
not room to swing a cat 
ROOST 
chickens come home to roost 
come home to roost: see 
chickens come home to roost 
rule the roost 
ROOT see a/so ROOTS 
root and branch 


root-and-branch: see root and 
branch 


glued/rooted to the spot 
ROOTS 
put down roots 
the grass roots 
ROPE 
beatthe end of your rope 
be money for old rope 
give sb enough rope (to hang 
themselves) 
Go piss up a rope! 
reach the end of your rope: see 
beatthe end of your tether 
ROPES 
beon the ropes 
know the ropes: see show sb 
theropes 
show sb the ropes 
ROSE-COLORED 
rose-colored glasses: see rose- 
coloured glasses 
ROSE-COLOURED 
rose-coloured glasses 
rose-coloured spectacles 
ROSE-TINTED 
rose-tinted glasses 
rose-tinted spectacles 
ROSES 
be no bed of roses 
bring the roses to sb's cheeks 
come out/up smelling like 
roses 
come out/up smelling of roses 
Everything's coming up 
roses, 
not be a bed of roses 
not be all moonlight and roses 
put the roses in sb's cheeks 
ROSY 
Everything in the garden is 
rosy. 
ROT 
stop the rot 
the rot sets in 
ROTTEN 
a bad/rotten apple 
be rotten to the core 
spoil sb rotten 
ROUGH 
a bitof rough 
a bumpy/rough ride 
a diamond in the rough 
arough diamond 
cut up rough 
give sb a rough time 
give sb the rough side of your 
tongue 
have a rough time (of it): see 
give sba rough time 
if the going gets rough/tough: 
see when the going gets 
rough/tough 
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rough and ready 
rough-and-tumble: see the 
rough and tumble of sth 
rough edges 
rough it 
rough justice 
rough trade 
take the rough with the 
smooth 
the rough and tumble of sth 
when the going gets 
rough/tough 
ROUGHSHOD 
ride roughshod over sth/sb 
ROULETTE 
play Russian roulette 
ROUND see also ROUNDS 
a square peg (in a round 
hole) 
go (all) round the houses 
round the bend 
round the twist 
ROUNDABOUTS 
it's swings and roundabouts 
what you lose on the swings, 
you gain on the roundabouts 
ROUNDS 
do the rounds 
make the rounds 
ROUTE 


a hard/tough row to hoe 
get your ducks in a row 
kick up a fuss/row/stink 
skid row 
RUB 
not have two nickels to rub 
together 
not have two pennies to rub 
together 
rub elbows with sb 
rub it in 
rub salt in/into the wound 
rub sb the wrong way 
rub sb up the wrong way 
rub sb's nose in it 
rub sb's nose in the dirt 
rub shoulders with sb 
the rub of the green 
There's the rub. 
Therein lies the rub. 
RUBBER 
arubber check 
RUBBER-STAMP 
arubber stamp: see rubber- 
stamp sth 
rubber-stamp sth 
RUBBISH 
Good riddance (to bad 
rubbish)! 
RUBE 
Rube Goldberg 


RUN 


RUBICON 
cross the Rubicon 
RUDE 
arude awakening 
RUFFLE 
ruffle sb's feathers 
RUFFLED 
smooth (sb's) ruffled feathers 
RUG 
be as snug as a bug inarug 
cuta rug 
pull the rug from under sb's 
feet 
pull the rug from under sb/sth 
sweep sth under the mat/rug 
RUIN 
go to rack/wrack and ruin 
RULE : 
arule of thumb 
be the exception that proves 
therule 
divide and conquer/rule 
let your heart rule your head 
rule (sb) with a rod of iron 
rule (sb) with an iron 
fist/hand 
rule the roost 
RULES 
bend/stretch the rules 
no hard and fast rules 
The hand that rocks the cradle 
(rules the world). 
the heart rules the head: see 
let your heart rule your head 
RUM 
arum do 
RUMPY-PUMPY 
rumpy-pumpy 
RUN see a/so RUNNING, RUNS 
adry run 
a dummy run 
be on the run 
be run/rushed off your feet 
cast/run your/an eye over sth 
cutand run 
drive/run/work yourself into 
the ground 
give sb a run for their money 
go/run deep 
go/run to seed 
go/run/work like clockwork 
have a good run for your 
money 
have sb on the run 
have the run of swh 
in the long/short run 
make a run for it 
make sb's blood run cold 
pick up/take the ball and run 
(with it) 
runa mile 
runa tight ship 
runandrun 
run around/round in circles 
run before you can walk 


RUNAROUND 


run in the family 
run interference 
run into the ground 
run its course 
run like the wind 
run-of-the-mill 
run off at the mouth 
run out of gas 
run out of steam 
run out the clock 
runrings around/round sb 
runriot 
runsbragged 
run sb to earth 
run sb to ground 
run scared 
run sth into the ground 
run sth up the flagpole 
run the gauntlet 
run the show 
run with the hare and hunt 
with the hounds 
still waters run deep 
RUNAROUND 
get the runaround: see give sb 
the runaround 
give sb the runaround 
RUNES 
read the runes 
RUNG 
the [first/highest/next etc.] 
rung on the ladder 
RUNNING 
arunning battle 
beintherunning 
berunning on empty 
be up and running 
do/make (all) the running 
(Go) take a running jump! 
hit the ground running 
out of the running: see be in 
the running 
RUNS 
sb's blood runs cold: see make 
Sb's blood run cold 
RUSH 
a (sudden) rush of blood (to 
the head) 
Fools rush in (where angels 
fear to tread). 
the bum's rush 
RUSHED 
be run/rushed off your feet 
RUSSIAN 


be (stuck) ina rut 

[drag/get/lift etc.] sb/sth out 
of a/their rut: see be (stuck) 
inarut 

get in/into a rut: see be (stuck) 
inarut 

SABER-RATTLING 

saber-rattling: see sabre- 

rattling 
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SABRE-RATTLING 
sabre-rattling 
SACK 
get the sack 
give sb the sack: see get the 
sack 
hit the sack 
SACKCLOTH 
sackcloth and ashes 
SACRED 
asacred cow 
SACRIFICED 
be sacrificed on the altar of 
sth 
SADDER 
sadder but wiser 
SADDLE 
be in the saddle 
SAFE 
a safe bet 
a safe pair of hands 
be as safe as houses 
be in safe hands 
Better (to be) safe than sorry. 
on safe ground: see on 
dangerous ground 
play (it) safe 
safe and sound 
to beon the safe side 
SAFETY 
asafety net 
asafety valve 
There's safety in numbers. 
SAID 
easier said than done 
Enough said. 
Least said, soonest mended. 
No sooner said than done. 
there's [much/a lot etc.] to be 
said for sth/doing sth 
when all is said and done 
won't hear a word (said) 
against sb/sth 
SAIL 
sail close to the wind 
sail close to the wind 
sail under false colors 
sail under false colours 


take the wind out of sb's sails 
trim your sails 
SAINT 
the patience of Job/a saint 
SAKE 
for old times' sake 
SALAD 
your salad days 
SALESMAN 
asnake-oil salesman: see 
snake oil 
SALT 
any [judge/lawyer/teacher 
etc.] worth their salt 


be the salt of the earth 
rub salt in/into the wound 
take sth with a grain of salt 
take sth with a pinch of salt 
SALTS 
go through sb/sth like a dose 
of salts 
SAM 
Uncle Sam 
SAMARITAN 
a good Samaritan 
SAME 
along/on the same lines: see 
along the lines of sth 
be cast in the same mould 
becut from the same cloth 
be in the same ballpark 
be in the same boat 
be of the same mind 
be on the same wavelength 
by the same token 
in the same breath 
It’s all the same to me. 
It's the same old story. 
not in the same league 
Same difference. 
sing from the same 
hymnsheet/songsheet 
sing the same tune 
speak/talk the same 
language 
tar sb with the same brush 
SAND 
be built on sand 
bury your head in the sand 
SANDBOY 
be as happy as Larry/a 
sandboy 
SANDWICH 
a knuckle sandwich 
be one sandwich short of a 
picnic 
be the meat in the sandwich 
SANDWICHES 
bea couple of sandwiches 
short of a picnic: see be one 
sandwich short of a picnic 
SARCASM 
Sarcasm is the lowest form of 
wit. 
SARDINES 
be packed like sardines 
SAUCE 
What's sauce for the goose (is 
sauce for the gander). 
SAVE 
can't do sth to save your life 
save face 
save sb's bacon 
save sb's neck 
save sb's skin 
save (sth) for a rainy day 
savethe day 
save your own skin 
save/spare sb's blushes 


scrimp and save 
SAVED 
A penny saved is a penny 


A stitch in time (saves nine). 
SAVING 
asaving grace 
SAVOIR-FAIRE 
savoir-faire 
SAY see also SAYING, SAYS, 
SAID 
before you can say Jack 
Robinson 
I/You can't say fairer than 
that. 
kiss/say/wave goodbye to sth 
Never say die. 
not say boo 
pretend/say that black is 
white 
Say cheese! 
say the word 
say uncle 
say your piece 
wouldn't say boo 
wouldn't say boo to a fly 
wouldn't say boo to a goose 
You can say that again! 
SAYING 
It goes without saying. 
SAYS 
What sb says goes. 
SCALES 


The scales fall from sb's eyes. 
tipthe scales 

SCALP 
be out for/after sb's scalp 


beasscarce as hen's teeth 
make yourself scarce 
SCARE 
frighten/scare sb out of their 
wits 
frighten/scare sb to death 
frighten/scare the hell out of 
sb 
frighten/scare the life out of 
sb 
frighten/scare the (living) 
daylights out of sb 
scare the shit out of sb 
SCARED 
be scared shit 
be seared shitless 
be shit scared: see scare the 
shit out of sb 
run scared 
SCAREDY-CAT 
ascaredy-cat 
SCARLET 
ascarlet woman 
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SCATTERED 
be scattered to the four winds 
SCENARIO 
the nightmare/ worst-case 
scenario 
SCENE 
set the scene 
set the scene for sth 
the scene is set for sth: see set 
the scene for sth 
SCENES 
behind the scenes 
behind-the-scenes: see behind 
the scenes 
SCENT 
put/throw sb off the scent 
scent blood 
SCHEME 
in the grand/great scheme of 
things 
SCHOOL 
of the old school 
the old school tie 
the school of hard knocks 
SCHOOLBOY 
schoolboy humor 
schoolboy humour 
SCIENCE 
blind sb with science 
it’s not rocket science: see it 
doesn't take a rocket 
scientist 
SCIENTIST 
it doesn't take a rocket 
scientist 
you don't have to be a rocket 
scientist 
SCORE 
know the score 
settle a score 
SCORNED 
Hell hath no fury (like a 
woman scorned). 
SCOT-FREE 
get away/off scot-free 
SCRAP 
beon the scrap heap: see throw 
sb/sth on the scrap heap 
throw sb/sth on the scrap 
heap 


bring sb/sth up to scratch: see 
not be up to scratch 

from scratch 

Tli scratch your back if you 
scratch mine. 

not be up to scratch 

not come up to scratch: see not 
be up to scratch 

scratch the surface 

You scratch my back and I'll 
scratch yours. 


SEATS 


SCREAM 
scream bloody murder 
scream blue murder 
scream the place down 
SCREEN 
the silver screen 
SCREW 
aturn of the screw 
have a screw loose 
screw up your courage 
SCREWED 
have your head screwed on 
(theright way) 
SCREWS 
put the screws on sb 
tighten/turn the screws on sb: 
see put the screws on sb 
SCRIMP 
scrimp and save 
SCUM 
the scum of the earth 
SEA 
asea change 
beallatsea 
beatsea 
between the devil and the deep 
blue sea 
your sea legs 
SEAL 
put/set the seal on sth 
seal sb's fate 
SEALED 
My lips are sealed. 
signed and sealed 
signed, sealed and delivered 


be bulging/bursting at the 
seams 
be coming/falling apart at the 
seams 
SEARCH 
hunt/search high and low 
Search me! 


aman for all seasons 
SEAT 
aringside seat/view 
be in the driver's seat 
be in the driving seat 
be (sitting) in the catbird seat 
by the seat of your pants: see 
fly by the seat of your pants 
fly by the seat of your pants 
in the hot seat 
keep sb on the edge of their 
seat 
on the hot seat 
take a back seat 
SEATS 
bums on seats 


SECOND 


fannies in the seats 
SECOND 
a second bite at the cherry: see 
a bite of the cherry 
asecond-class citizen 
be second to none 
come off second best 
get a/your second breath 
get a/your second wind 
have second thoughts 
not give sth a second thought: 
see without a second thought 
on second thought: see have 
second thoughts 
on second thoughts; see have 
second thoughts 
play second fiddle 
second best 
second-guess sb/sth 
without a second thought 
SECURITY 
give sb a false sense of 
security 
lull sb into a false sense of 
security 
SEE see also SEEING, SEEN 
be [glad/happy/pleased etc.] to 
see the back of sb/sth 
can't see beyond/past the end 
of your nose 
can't see the forest for the 
trees 
can't see the wood for the 
trees 
find out/see how the land 
lies 
goto see a man about a dog 
have/see your name in lights 
I'll believe it when I see it. 
Long time no see, 
meet/see sb in the flesh 
not see sb for dust 
read/see the handwriting on 
the wall: see the writing is on 
the wall 
read/see the writing on the 
wall: see the writing is on the 
wall 
see eye to eye 
see how the wind is blowing 
see it coming 
see life 
see red 
see sb in their true colours: 
see show sb in their true 
colours 
see sb right 
see sb’s true colours: see show 
sb in their true colours 
see sb/sth for what they 
(really) are 
see the colour of sb’s money 
see the error of your ways 
see the light 
see the light (of day) 
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see what sb is made of: see 
show (sb) what you are made 
of 
see which way the cat jumps 
see which way the wind is 
blowing 
see your way (clear) to doing 
sth 
suck it and see 
would see sb in hell before you 
would do sth 
SEED 
go/run to seed 
seed money 
SEEDS 
sow the seeds of sth 
SEEING 
Seeing is believing. 
SEEM 
make sth seem like a picnic 
SEEN 
Children should be seen and 
not heard. 
have heard/seen the last of 
sb/sth 
have seen better days 
have to be seen to be believed 
haven't seen hide nor hair of 
sb/sth 
wouldn't be caught/seen dead 
SEIZE 
seize the day 
SELF 
aself-made man 
ashadow of your former self 
SELL see also SOLD 
go/sell like hot cakes 
pile it/them high and sell 
it/them cheap 
sell sb a bill of goods 
sell sb down the river 
sell sb/sth short 
sell your soul (to the devil) 
the hard sell 
the soft sell: see the hard sell 
SELL-BY 
be past your sell-by date 
SEND 
drive/send sb round the bend 
drive/send sb round the twist 
send chills down/up sb’s spine 
send sb away with a flea in 
their ear 
send sb packing 
send sb to Coventry 
send sb to the showers 
send shivers down/up sb's 
spine 
send/throw sb into a spin: see 
be inaspin 
send/throw sb into a tizz/tizzy 
SENSE 
but not in the biblical sense 
give sb a false sense of 
security 


horse sense 
knock (some) sense into sb 
lull sb into a false sense of 
security 
SENSES 
bring sb to their senses: see 
come to your senses 
come to your senses 
have taken leave of your 
senses 
SEPARATE 
separate the sheep from the 
goats 
separate the wheat from the 
chaff 


separate/sort out the men 
from the boys 


First come, first served. 
SERVICE 
give/pay lip service to sth 
SESAME 
an open sesame 
SET see also SETS 
be carved/set in stone 
be set in concrete 
have your heart set on 
sth/doing sth: see set your 
heart on sth/doing sth 
lay/set eyes on sb/sth 
not set the world on fire 
put/set sb on a collision 
course: see be on a collision 
course 
put/set sb's mind at rest 
put/set sth in motion 
put/set the cat among the 
pigeons 
put/set the record straight 
put/set the seal on sth 
set great/much store by sth 
set in train 
set out your stall 
set sb up for life 
set the agenda 
set (the) alarm bells ringing 
set the fur flying: see the fur 
flies 
set the pace 
set the scene 
set the scene for sth 
set the stage for sth 
set the tone 
set the wheels in motion 
set your face against 
sth/doing sth 
set your heart on sth/doing sth 
set your sights on sth/doing 
sth 
set/start the ball rolling 
set/start tongues wagging 
the scene is set for sth: see set 
the scene for sth 


the stage is set for sth: see set 
the stage for sth 
SETS 
the rot sets in 
SETTLE 
settle a score 
settle old scores: see settle a 
Score 
SETTLES 
the dust settles 
SEVEN 
anine/one/seven-day wonder 
the seven year itch 
SEVENS 
be at sixes and sevens 
SEVENTH 
be in seventh heaven 


asex object 
the fair/fairer sex 
SEXES 
the battle of the sexes 
SHADE 
put sb/sth in the shade 
SHADES 
Shades of sb/sth. 
SHADOW 
ashadow of your former self 
be afraid of your own shadow 
beyond/without a shadow of a 
doubt 
insb's shadow 
in/under sth's shadow 
SHAFT 
get the shaft 
give sb the shaft: see get the 
shaft 
SHAG 
like a shag on a rock 
SHAGGY 
ashaggy dog story 
SHAKE see also SHAKING, 
SHAKES 
afair shake 
more sth than you can shake a 
stick at 
rock/shake sth to its 
foundations 
rock/shake the foundations 
of sth 
Shake a leg! 
shake like a leaf 
SHAKERS 
the movers and shakers 
SHAKES 
beno great shakes 
in a couple of shakes 
in two shakes (of a lamb's 
tail) 


be shaking in your 
boots/shoes 
SHALL 
Shall I be mother? 
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SHAME 
hang your head (in shame) 
It’s a crying shame! 
SHANKS 
Shanks's pony 
SHAPE 
get bent out of shape 
in any shape or form 
(in) any way, shape, or form 
knock/lick sth/sb into shape 
Shape up or ship out. 
the shape of things to come 
whip sth/sb into shape 
SHAPES 
all shapes and sizes 
SHARE 
have had more than your fair 
share of sth 
Share and share alike. 
the lion's share 
SHARP 
ashort sharp shock 
be as sharp asa tack 
Look sharp! 
the sharpend 
SHAVE 
aclose shave 
SHEBANG 
the whole shebang 
SHED 
shed/throw light on sth 
shed/weep crocodile tears 
SHEEP 


a wolf in sheep's clothing 

I might as well be 
hanged/hung for a sheep as a 
lamb. 


make sheep's eyes at sb 
separate the sheep from the 
goats 
sort (out) the sheep from the 
goats 
the black sheep (of the family) 
SHEET 
aclean sheet 
arap sheet 
ascandal sheet 
beas white as a sheet 
SHEETS 
be three sheets to the wind 
SHELF 
ashelflife 
on the shelf 
SHELL 
ashell game 
bring sb out of their shell: see 
come out of your shell 
come out of your shell 
SHIFT 
Move/Shift your arse! 
shift your ground 
the graveyard shift 
SHINE 
(come) rain or shine 
Rise and shine! 


SHOCK 


take a shine to sb 
take the shine off sth 
SHINES 
make hay while the sun shines 
think the sun shines out (of) 
sb's arse/backside 
SHINGLE 
hangout your shingle 
SHINING 
a knight in shining armor 
a knight in shining armour 
SHIP 
asinking ship 
jump ship 
runa tight ship 
Shape up or ship out. 
when your ship comes in 
SHIPS 
be like ships that pass in the 
night 
SHIRT 
a hair shirt 
ashirt-lifter 
astuffed shirt 
Keep your shirt on! 
lose your shirt: see put your 
shirt on sth 
put your shirt on sth 
would give you the shirt off 
their back 
SHIT see a/so SHITS, SHITTING 
ashit-eating grin 
ashit-stirrer 
bea crock of shit 
be as thick as shit 
be full of crap/shit 
be in deep/the shit 
be on sb's shit list 
be scared shit 
be shit scared: see scare the 
shit out of sb 
be up shit creek (without a 
paddle) 
get your shit together 
have shit for brains 
not give a shit 
scare the shit out of sb 
shit a brick 
Shit or get off the can/pot! 
the shit hits the fan 
Tough shit! 
SHITHOUSE 
be built like a brick shithouse 


give sb the shits 
SHITTING 

beshitting bricks 
SHIVERS 

give sb the shivers 

send shivers down/up sb's 


SHOE 


ashort sharp shock 
SHOE 
beastough as shoe leather 
If the hat/shoe fits (wear it). 
the shoe is on the other foot 
wait for the other shoe to drop 
SHOES 
be in sb's shoes 
beshaking in your 
boots/shoes 
fill sb's shoes 
step into sb's shoes 
SHOESTRING 
onashoestring 
SHOO-IN 
ashoo-in 
SHOOT see also SHOOTING 
a turkey shoot 
fire/shoot blanks 
give/shoot sb a dirty look 
shoot from the hip 
shoot sth/sb down in flames 
shoot straight: see a straight 
shooter 
shoot the breeze/bull 
shoot the messenger 
shoot the works 
shoot your bolt 
shoot your load 
shoot your mouth off 
shoot your wad 
shoot yourself in the foot 
SHOOTER 
a straight shooter 
SHOOTING 
the whole shooting match 
SHOP 
a knock-shop: see a knocking 
shop 
a knocking shop 
be all over the shop 
be like a bull in a china shop 
close up shop 
shop talk: see talk shop 
shut up shop 
talk shop 
SHORT 
a short-arse 
a short fuse 
a short sharp shock 
be a couple of sandwiches 
short of a picnic: see be one 
sandwich short of a picnic 
beas thick as two short planks 
becaught short 
be nothing short of 
[astonishing/miraculous etc.] 
be one card/several cards 
short of a full deck 
be one sandwich short of a 
picnic 
draw the short straw 
fall short of sth 
get short shrift from sb: see 
give sb/sth short shrift 
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get the short end of the stick 
give sb/sth short shrift 
have sb by the short and 
curlies 
have sb by the short hairs 
have/keep sb ona short/tight 
leash 
in the long/medium/short 
term 
in the long/short run 
life's too short 
long on sth and short on sth 
make short work of sth 
not be short of a bob or two 
pull sb up short 
pull up short: see pull sb up 
short 
sell sb/sth short 
short and sweet 
short-change sb 
stop short 
stop short of sth/doing sth 
the long and the short of it 
to cut a long story short 
to make a long story short 
SHOT see also SHOTS 
a big shot/wheel 
acheap shot 
along shot 
a parting shot 
ashot in the arm 
a shot in the dark 
be shot of sb/sth: see get shot 
of sb/sth 
be shot to hell/pieces 
fire a shot across sb's/the 
bows 
get shot of sb/sth 
give ita shot/whirl 
give it your best shot 
give sth a shot: see have a shot 
at sth 
have ashot at sb 
have a shot at sth 
like a shot 
not by a long shot 
take a pot shot 
take a shot at sth 
SHOTGUN 
a shotgun marriage 
ashotgun wedding 
SHOTS 
call the shots/tune 
SHOULD 
on no account must/should sb 
do sth 
You should be so lucky! 
You should talk! 
SHOULDER 
a shoulder to cry on 
give sb the cold shoulder 
have a chip on your shoulder 
put your shoulder to the 
wheel 
shoulder to shoulder 


straight from the shoulder 
SHOULDERS 
a wise head on young 
shoulders 
an old head on young 
shoulders 
bea weight off your shoulders 
have a good head on your 
shoulders 
have the cares/weight of the 
world on your shoulders 
head and shoulders above [the 
others/the rest etc.] 
rub shoulders with sb 
SHOUT 
be nothing to shout about 
not be much to shout about 
shout sth from the rooftops 
SHOUTING 
ashouting match 
It's all over bar the shouting. 
SHOVE 
if/when push comes to shove 
Shove/Stick sth up your arse! 
SHOW 
adog and pony show 
ashow-stopper 
fly/show/wave the flag 
go to show (sth) 
Let's get the/this show on the 
road. 
prove/show your mettle 
run the show 
Show a leg! 
show sba clean pair of heels 
show sb in their true colours 
show sbthe door 
show sb the ropes 
show (sb) what you are made 
of 
show-stopping: see a show- 
stopper 
show your face 
show your hand 
show your teeth 
show your true colours: see 
show sb in their true 
colours 
steal the show 
The show must go on. 
SHOWER 
take a cold shower 
SHOWERS 
send sb to the showers 
SHRIFT 
get short shrift from sb: see 
give sb/sth short shrift 
give sb/sth short shrift 
SHRINKING 
ashrinking violet 
SHUDDER 
I dread/shudder to think 
SHUFFLE 
lost in the shuffle 
shuffle off this mortal coil 


SHUFTI 
have a shufti 
SHUT 
close/shut the door on sth 
close/shut your eyes to sth 
keep your mouth shut 
open and shut 
put up or shut up 
sb could do sth with their eyes 
closed/shut 
shut up like a clam 
shut up shop 
Shut your 
face/gob/mouth/trap! 
SHUTTING 
closing/shutting the stable 
door after the horse has 
bolted 
SHUTTLE 
shuttle diplomacy 
SHY 
fight shy of sth/doing sth 
Once bitten, twice shy. 
SICK 
beas sick as a dog 
beas sick as a parrot 
be fed up/sick to the back 
teeth 
be sick and tired of sth/doing 
sth 
be sick to death of sth/doing 
sth 
be worried sick 
feel sick to your stomach 
sick at heart 
SIDE see a/so SIDES 
a bit on the side 
bat for the other side 
beathorn in sb's flesh/side 
belaughing on the other side 
of your face 
belaughing out of the other 
side of your mouth 
beon the [expensive/heavy/ 
large etc.] side 
be (on) theright side of 30/40 
etc.: see be (on) the wrong side 
of 30/40 etc. 
beon the side of the angels 
be (on) the wrong side of 30/40 
etc. 
err on the side of caution 
find yourself on the wrong 
side of the law 
get on the wrong side of the 
law 
getout of bed on the wrong side 
get up on the wrong side of the 
bed 


give sb the rough side of your 
tongue 

have time on your side 

know which side your bread is 
buttered (on) 

let the side down 
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look on the bright side 
on the side 
pass by on the other side 
The grass is always greener 
(on the other side of the 
fence). 
the other side of the coin 
the other/wrong side of the 
tracks 
this side of the grave 
time is on your side 
to be on the safe side 
SIDELINES 
be left on the sidelines: see 
stay on the sidelines 
stay on the sidelines 
SIDES 
be different/opposite sides of 
the same coin 
be speaking/ talking out of 
both sides of your mouth 
be two sides of the same coin 
split your sides (laughing) 
SIDEWAYS 
knock sb sideways 
SIEGE 
a siege mentality 
SIEVE 
have a memory/mind like a 
sieve 
SIGHT 
at first glance/sight 
bea sight for sore eyes 
losesight of sth 
not be a pretty sight 
out of sight 
Out of sight, out of mind. 
SIGHTS 
have sb in your sights 
have sth in your sights 
have your sights set on 
sth/doing sth: see set your 
sights on sth/doing sth 
lower your sights 
set your sights on sth/doing 
sth 
SIGN see a/so SIGNED, SIGNS 
bea sign of the times 
sign on the dotted line 
sign sth's death warrant: see 
sign your own death warrant 
sign your own death warrant 
sign/take the pledge 
SIGNALS 
smoke signals 
SIGNED 
signed and sealed 
signed, sealed and delivered 
SIGNIFICANT 
asignificant other 
SIGNS 
dollar signs in sb's eyes: see 
dollar signs in sb's eyes 
SILENT 
beas silent as the grave 


SIT 


silent partner 
thesilent majority 
SILK 
You can't make a silk purse 
out of a sow's ear. 
SILLY 
play silly buggers 
the silly season 
SILVER 
be born with a silver spoon in 
your mouth 
Every cloud has a silver 
lining. 
give/hand sth to sb ona 
(silver) platter 
silver-tongued 
the silver screen 
SIMPLE 
pure and simple: see purely 
and simply 
SIMPLY 
purely and simply 
SIN see also SINS 
asintax 
be as ugly as sin 
live in sin 
SINCE 
from/since time immemorial 
SING 
singfor your supper 
sing from the same 
hymnsheet/songsheet 
sing sb's/sth's praises 
sing the same tune 
SINGS 
It's not over until the fat lady 


sings. 
SINK see also SINKING, SINKS 
everything but the kitchen 
sink 
get/sink your teeth into sth 
sink like a stone 
sink or swim 
sink to such depths 
sink without trace 
SINKER 
fall for sb hook, line and 
sinker 
fall for sth hook, line and 
sinker 
SINKING 
asinking feeling 
asinking ship 
SINKS 
sb's heart sinks 
SINS 
cover/hide a multitude of 


make sb sit up and take notice 

not sit well with sb 

sit (around) on your backside: 
see get off your backside 

sit in judgment on/over sb 


SITTING 


sitonthe fence 
siton your arse 
siton your hands 
sit pat 
sittight 
SITTING 
asitting duck 
at/in one sitting 
be (sitting) in the catbird seat 
besitting on a goldmine 
be (sitting) on your tail 
besitting pretty 
SITUATION 
a catch 22 situation 
achicken and egg situation 
ano-lose situation: see a no- 
win situation 
ano-win situation 
a win-win situation: see a no- 
win situation 
SIX 
be six feet under 
knock sb for six 
six of one and half a dozen of 
theother 
six of the best 
SIXES 
be at sixes and sevens 
SIXTY-FOUR-THOUSAND-DOL- 
LAR 
the sixty-four-thousand-dollar 
question 
SIZE 
cut sb down to size 
try sth for size 
try sth on for size 
SIZES 
all shapes and sizes 
SKATES 
Get your skates on! 
SKATING 
be (skating/walking) on thin 
ice 
SKELETON 
askeleton in the/your closet 
askeleton in the/your 
cupboard 
SKID 
skid row 
skid-row: see skid row 
SKIDS 
be on the skids 
hitthe skids 
put the skids under sb/sth 
SKIES 
praise sb/sth to the skies 
SKIN 
a banana skin 
athick skin: see thick- 
skinned 
athin skin: see thin-skinned 
be skin and bone/bones 
be soaked to the skin 
Beauty is only skin deep. 
by the skin of your teeth 
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get soaked to the skin: see be 
soaked to the skin 
get under sb's skin 
It's no skin off my (back) 
teeth. 
It's no skin off my nose. 
make sb's skin crawl 
nearly jump out of your 
skin 
save sb's skin 
save your own skin 
skin sb alive 
There's more than one way to 
skina cat. 
SKINNED 
keep your eyes peeled/skinned 
SKIPS 
sb's heart misses/skips a beat 
SKIRT 
a bit of fluff/skirt 
SKITTLES 
not be all beer and skittles 
SKULL 
pissed out of your 
head/mind/skull 
SKUNK 
as drunk as a lord/skunk 
SKY see also SKIES 
blow sth sky-high 
out of a clear (blue) sky: see out 
of the blue 
pie in the sky 
The sky’s the limit. 
SLACK 
cut sb some slack 
pick/take up the slack 
SLANGING 
aslanging match 
SLAP 


aslap in the face 
aslap on the back 
aslap on the wrist 
slap and tickle 
SLAPPED 
get your wrist slapped: see a 
slap on the wrist 
SLATE 
aclean slate 
wipe the slate clean: seea 
clean slate 
SLAUGHTER 
like a lamb to the slaughter 
SLEDGEHAMMER 
use a sledgehammer to crack 
anut 
SLEEP 
could do sth in their sleep 
not get a wink of sleep 
not lose sleep over sth 
not sleep a wink 
sb's beauty sleep 
sleep like a log/top 
sleep on it 
SLEEPING 
let sleeping dogs lie 


sleeping partner 
SLEEVE 
be laughing up your sleeve 
have a card up your sleeve 
have an ace up your sleeve 
have sth up your sleeve 
wear your heart on your 
sleeve 
SLEEVES 
roll your sleeves up 
SLEIGHT 
sleight of hand 
SLICE 
a piece/slice of the action 
a slice of life 
a slice of the cake 
a slice of the pie 
any way you slice it 
no matter how you slice it 
SLICED 
the best/greatest thing since 
sliced bread 
SLIDE 
let it/things slide 
SLIME 
aslime ball 
SLING 
Sling your hook! 
sling/throw mud at sb 
SLINGS 
the slings and arrows (of 
outrageous fortune) 
SLIP see also SLIPS 
a pink slip 
aslip of the tongue 
fall/slip through the cracks 
give sb the slip 
let slip sth 
slip through the net 
slip through your fingers 
slip your mind 
There’s many a slip twixt cup 
and lip. 
SLIPPERY 
aslippery slope 
be as slippery as an eel 
SLIPS 
sb's mask slips 
SLOG 
slog/sweat/work your guts out 
SLOPE 
aslippery slope 
SLOW 
be slow off the mark 
be slow on the draw: see be 
quick on the draw 
be slow on the uptake 
do a slow burn 
SMACK-BANG 
smack-bang 
SMACK-DAB 
smack-dab: see smack-bang 
SMALL 
a big fish in a small pond 
asmall fortune 


be grateful/thankful for small 
mercies 

Don't sweat the small stuff. 

in small doses 

It'sa small world. 

make sb feel small 


small potatoes 
the small hours 


asmart-ass: see a smart-arse 
asmart bomb 
asmart cookie 
a/your smart mouth 
It's easy to be smart after the 
fact. 
smart-alec/-aleck: see a smart 
alec/aleck 
smart-arse: see a smart-arse 
smart-ass: see a smart-arse 
smart drugs 
the smart money 
SMART-ASS 
asmart-ass: see a smart-arse 
smart-ass: see a smart-arse 
SMARTS 
street smarts 
SMARTY 
asmarty pants 
SMELL 


smellarat 
smell fishy 
smell/stink to high heaven 
Wake up and smell the coffee! 
SMELLING 
come out/up smelling like 
roses 
come out/up smelling of 
roses 
SMILE 
crack a smile 
grin/smile from ear to ear 
wipe the smile off sb's face 
SMILES 


blow smoke 

go up in smoke 

Put/stick that in your pipe 
and smoke it! 

smoke and mirrors 

smoke-and-mirrors: see 
smoke and mirrors 

smoke signals 

the (big) smoke 

There's no smoke without 
fire. 


Where there's smoke, there's 
fire. 
SMOKING 
asmoking gun 
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SMOOTH 

an easy/smooth ride: see a 
bumpy/rough ride 

paper/smooth over the 
cracks 

smooth (sb's) ruffled feathers 

smooth sb's/sth's way 

smooth the way for sb/sth 

take the rough with the 
smooth 


asnake in the grass 
asnake-oil salesman: see 
snake oil 
snake oil 
SNAKE-OIL 
asnake-oil salesman: see 
snake oil 
SNAP 
a cold snap 
bite/snap sb's head off 
Snap it up! 
Snap to it! 
SNAPPY 
Make it snappy! 
SNEEZE 
be nothing to sneeze/sniff at: 
see not to be sneezed/sniffed 
at 
SNEEZED 
not to be sneezed/sniffed at 
SNEEZES 
when sb/sth sneezes, sb/sth 
catches a cold 
SNIFF 
be nothing to sneeze/sniff at: 
seenot to be sneezed/sniffed 
at 
SNIFFED 
not to be sneezed/sniffed at 
SNOOK 
cock a snook 
SNOW see also SNOWED 
asnow job 
be as pure as the driven snow 
be as white as snow 
SNOWBALL 
asnowball effect 
not have a snowball's chance 
inhell 
SNOWED 
besnowed under 
SNUFF 
asnuff movie 
up to snuff 
SNUG 
beassnugasabuginarug 
so 


Solong. 

so near and yet so far 
SOAKED 

be soaked to the skin 


SON 


get soaked to the skin: see be 
soaked to the skin 
SOAP 
no soap 
SOAPBOX 
get on your soapbox 
SOB 


asob story 

cry/sob your heart out 
SOBER 

be as sober as a judge 
SOCIAL 

a social climber 
SOCIETY 

a mutual admiration society 


[beat/bore/charm etc.] the 
socks off sb 
Bless her/his cotton socks. 
blow/knock your socks off 
pull your socks up 
work your socks off 
soD 
Sod's Law 
SODS 
odds and sods 
SOFT 


bean easy/soft touch 
be soft on sb 
have a soft spot for sb/sth 
soft in the head 
the soft sell: see the hard sell 
SOFTEN 
cushion/soften the blow 
SOFTLY 
a softly, softly approach 
SOLD 
be sold a pup 
SOLDIER 
asoldier of fortune 
SOLID 
be as solid as a rock 
SOME 
and then some 
You win some, you lose some. 
SOMETHING 
Do you want to make 
something of it? 
have something going with sb 
look like something the cat 
brought/dragged in 
something to write home 
about: see be nothing much to 
write home about 
SOMEWHERE 
somewhere along the line 
SON 
a favorite son: see a favourite 
son 
a favourite son 
ason of a bitch 
asonof agun 


SONG 


Son of a bitch! 
Son of a gun! 
the prodigal son 
SONG 
asong and dance 
be on song 
for asong 
make a song and dance about 
sth/doing sth 
SONGSHEET 
sing from the same 
hymnsheet/songsheet 
SOON 
A fool and his money are soon 
parted. 
SOONER 
No sooner said than done. 
SOONEST 
Least said, soonest mended. 
SORE 
asore point/spot 
bea sight for sore eyes 
be like a bear with a sore head 
stand/stick out like a sore 
thumb 
SORROWS 
drown your sorrows 
SORRY 
Better (to be) safe than sorry. 
SORT 
separate/sort out the men 
from the boys 
sort (out) the sheep from the 
goats 
SORTS 
beout of sorts 
Ittakes all sorts (to make a 
world.) 
SOUL 
bare your heart/soul 
be the life and soul of the 


party 

be the soul of discretion 

body and soul 

God rest her/his soul. 

heart and soul: see put your 
heart and soul into sth/doing 
sth 

keep body and soul together 

likea lost soul 

put your heart and soul into 
sth/doing sth 

sell your soul (to the devil) 

SOUND 

be as sound as a bell 

beas sound as a dollar 

Empty vessels make (the) 
most noise/sound. 

ring/sound hollow 

safe and sound 

sound/toll the death knell 

SOUP 

be duck soup 

beinthesoup 

from soup to nuts 
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SOUR 
sour grapes 
SOUTH 
gosouth 
sow 
As you sow, so shall you reap. 
sow the seeds of sth 
sow your wild oats 
You can't make a silk purse 
out of a sow's ear. 
You reap what you sow. 
SPACE 
aspace cadet 
bea waste of space 
Watch this space. 
SPADE 
call a spade a spade 
SPADES 
in spades 
SPAN 
be spick and span 
SPANNER 
put/throw a spanner in the 
works 
SPARE 
be going spare 
belikea spare prick ata 
wedding 
Don't spare the horses. 
go spare 
save/spare sb's blushes 
SPARED 
no expense is spared 
no expense spared: see no 
expense is spared 
SPARK 
a bright spark 
aspark plug 
SPARKS 


be in full flow/spate 
SPEAK 
Actions speak louder than 
words. 
let sth speak for 
itself/themselves: see speak 
for itself/themselves 
speak for itself/themselves 
speak volumes 
speak with (a) forked tongue 
speak with a plum in your 
mouth 
speak your mind 
speak/talk of the devil 
speak/talk out of turn 
speak/talk the same language 
SPEAKING 
be speaking/talking out of 
both sides of your mouth 
not be on speaking terms 
SPEC 
on spec 
SPECTACLE 
make a spectacle of yourself 


SPECTACLES 
rose-coloured spectacles 
rose-tinted spectacles 
SPECTER 
raise the specter of sth: see 
raise the spectre of sth 
SPECTRE 
raise the spectre of sth 
the ghost/spectre at the feast 
SPEED 
up to speed 
SPELL 
spell trouble 
SPEND 
spend a penny 
spend money like water 
SPENDERS 
the last of the big spenders 
SPICE 
Variety is the spice of life. 
SPICK 
be spick and span 
SPIKE 
spike sb's guns 
SPILL 
Spill the beans 
spill your guts 
SPILT 
It's no good/use crying over 
spilt milk. 
There's no point crying over 
spilt milk. 
SPIN 
aspin doctor 
beinaspin 
send/throw sb into a spin: see 
beinaspin 
spin your wheels 
turn over/spin in your grave 
SPINE 
send chills down/up sb's spine 
send shivers down/up sb's 
spine 
SPIRIT 
a free spirit 
a guiding light/spirit 
as/when the spirit moves you 
enter/get into the spirit of 
sth 
the moving spirit 
SPIT see also SPITTING 
be the dead spit of sb 
I could (just) spit! 
spit and polish 
spit-and-sawdust 
spit blood 
spit chips/tacks 
spit nails 
SPITE 
cut off your nose to spite your 
face 
SPITTING 
be spitting in/into the wind 
be the spitting image of sb 
in/within spitting distance 


SPLASH 
make a splash 
SPLEEN 
vent your spleen 
SPLIT 
split hairs 
split your sides (laughing) 
SPOIL 
spoil sb rotten 
Too many cooks (spoil the 
broth). 
SPOILED 
be spoiled for choice 
SPOILING 
be spoiling for a fight 
SPOILT 
be spoilt for choice 
SPOKE 
puta spoke in sb's wheel 
SPOKEN 
There's many a true word 
spoken in jest. 
SPONGE 
throw in the sponge/towel 
SPOON 
a greasy spoon 
be born with a silver spoon in 
your mouth 
be spoon-fed 
the wooden spoon 
SPORTING 
asporting chance 
SPOT see also SPOTS 
a blind spot 
a bright spot 
a hot spot 
a sore point/spot 
be ina tight corner/spot 
glued/rooted to the spot 
have a soft spot for sb/sth 
have a weak spot for sb/sth 
hit the spot 
on the spot 
on-the-spot: see on the spot 
on the spot 
put sb on the spot 
SPOTLIGHT 
be in the spotlight 
steal the spotlight: see be in 
the spotlight 
SPOTS 
A leopard can't/doesn't 
change its spots. 
knock spots off sb/sth 
SPOUT 
be up the spout 
up the spout 
SPREAD 
a middle-aged spread 
spread like wildfire 
spread the word 
spread your wings 
spread yourself too thin 
SPRING 
be full of the joys of spring 
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be no spring chicken 
come/spring to mind 
SPUR 
on the spur of the moment 
spur-of-the-moment: see on the 
spur of the moment 
SPURS 
earn/win your spurs 
SQUARE 
a square meal 
a square peg (in a round 
hole) 
back to square one 
beonthe square 


squeaky clean 
SQUEAL 
squeallike a stuck pig 
SQUEEZE 
be sb's main squeeze 
put the squeeze on sb/sth 
SQUIB 
a damp squib 
STAB 
astab in the back: see stab sb 
in the back 
have/make a stab at sth/doing 
sth 
stab sb in the back 
STABLE 
closing/shutting the stable 
door after the horse has 
bolted 
STACK 
blow your stack/top 
stack the deck 
STACKED 
the cards are stacked against 
sb 
STAFF 
the staff of life 
STAG 
astag night/party 
gostag 
STAGE 
be/take center stage: see 
be/take centre stage 
be/take centre stage 
set the stage for sth 
the stage is set for sth: 
see set the stage for 
sth 
STAKE 
go to the stake 
stake a/your claim 
STAKES 
pull up stakes 
STALKING 
astalking horse 
STALKS 
sb's eyes are out on stalks 
STALL 
set out your stall 


STARS 


STAMP 
arubber stamp: see rubber- 
stamp sth 
fit/write sth on the back of a 
postage stamp 
STAMPING 
sb's stamping/stomping 
ground 
STAND see also STANDING, 
STANDS 
aone-night stand 
can’t stand/take the pace 
hold/stand your ground 
If you can't stand the heat, get 
out of the kitchen. 
know where you stand 
make a stand 
make sb's hair stand on end 
not have a leg to stand on 
stand a chance 
stand by your guns 
stand on the threshold of sth: 
see be on the threshold of 
sth 
stand on your dignity 
stand on your own two feet 
stand or fall by sth 
stand pat 
stand sb in good stead 
stand the test of time 
stand up and be counted 
stand/stick out a mile 
stand/stick out like a sore 
thumb 
stand/turn sth on its head 
stand/walk tall 
take a stand 
STANDARD 
astandard-bearer 
bog standard 
STANDING 
could do sth standing on your 
head 
leave sb/sth standing 
STANDS 
as itstands 
it stands to reason 
STANDSTILL 
grind toa halt/standstill 
STAR see also STARS 
hitch your wagon to a star 
STARING 
be staring sb in the face 
bestark staring mad 
STARK 
be stark raving mad 
bestark staring mad 
stark naked 
STARRY-EYED 
starry-eyed 
STARS 
It's written in the stars. 
reach for the moon/stars 
stars in your eyes 
thank your lucky stars 


START 


START 
a false start 
alarm bells start to ring: see 
set (the) alarm bells ringing 
bring/pull sb up with a start 
get off to a flying start 
get off/start off on the right 
foot: see get off/start off on 
the wrong foot 
get off/start off on the wrong 
foot 
give sb a head start: see havea 
head start 
have a head start 
set/start the ball rolling 
set/start tongues wagging 
STARTING 
be off the (starting) blocks 
be out of the (starting) blocks 
on the/your (starting) blocks: 
see be off the (starting) 
blocks 
STARTS 
in fits and starts 
STATE 
state-of-the-art 
the state of play 
turn state’s evidence 
STATION 
marry beneath your station 
STATIONS 
panic stations 
STAY 
keep/stay in touch: see be in 
touch 
keep/stay one step ahead: see 
be one step ahead 
stay ahead of the game: see be 
ahead of the game 
stay on the sidelines 
stay the course 
STEAD 
stand sb in good stead 
STEADY 
a firm/steady hand on the tiller 
STEAL 
steal a march on sb/sth 
steal sb's thunder 
steal the limelight: see be in 
thelimelight 
steal the show 
steal the spotlight: see be in 
thespotlight 
STEAM 
(at) full pelt/steam/tilt 
blow off steam 
build/get/work up a head of 
steam 
full steam ahead 
let off steam 
pick up steam 
run out of steam 
under your own steam 
STEEL 
have a mind like a steel trap 
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nerves of steel 
STEEP 
It's/That's a bit steep! 
STEER 
a bum steer 
steer clear of sth/sb 
STEM 
from stem to stern 
stem the tide 
STEP 
be one step ahead 
keep/stay one step ahead: see 
be one step ahead 
Mind/Watch your step. 
move/step up a gear 
One step forward, two steps 
back. 
step into sb's shoes 
step into the breach 
Step on it! 
Step on the gas! 
step out of line 
step/tread on sb's toes 
watch your step 
STEPS 
One step forward, two steps 
back. 
STERN 
from stem to stern 
STEVEN 
even steven 
STEVENS 
even stevens 


beinastew 

leave sb to stew 

let sb stew 

stew in your own juice/juices 

STICK see also STICKING, 
STICKS 

astick-in-the-mud 

a stick to beat sb/sth with 

be as thin as a stick 

come in for [a lot of/some etc.] 
stick 

get (hold of) the wrong end of 
the stick 

get on the stick 

get the short end of the stick 

get/take [a lot of/some etc.] 
stick 

give sb [a lot of/some etc.] 
Stick: see get/take [a lot 
of/some etc.] stick 

ina cleft stick 

more sth than you can shake a 
stickat 

poke/stick your nose into sth 

put in/stick in your two 
penn'orth 

Put/stick that in your pipe 
and smoke it! 

put/stick the knife in 

put/stick two fingers up at 
sb/sth 


put/stick your head above the 
parapet 
put/stick your oar in 
Shove/Stick sth up your arse! 
stand/stick out a mile 
stand/stick out like a sore 
thumb 
stick in your craw 
Stick in your gullet/throat 
Stick to your guns 
Stick to your knitting 
stick to your ribs 
stick your neck out 
STICK-THIN 
stick-thin: seebe as thin asa 
stick 
STICKING 
asticking point 
That's my story and I'm 
sticking to it. 
STICKS 
be jolly hockey sticks 
Mud sticks. 
pick up sticks 
Sticks and stones may break 
my bones (but words will 
never hurt me). 
sticks in the/your mind 
up sticks 
STICKY 
be (batting) ona sticky 
wicket 
come toa sticky end 
have sticky fingers 
meet a sticky end 
STIFF 
astiff upper lip 
beas stiff as a board 
be as stiff/straight asa 
ramrod 
be bored stiff 
bore sb stiff: see be bored to 
death/tears 
Stiff cheddar! 
Stiff cheese! 
STILL 
still waters run deep 
STING 
asting in the tail 
take the sting out of sth 
STINK 
kick up a fuss/row/stink 
kick up a stink 
make/raise a stink 
smell/stink to high heaven 
STINKING 
filthy/stinking rich 
STIR 
cause/create a stir 
STIR-CRAZY 
stir-crazy 
STITCH 
A stitch in time (saves nine). 
STITCHES 
have sb in stitches 


STOCK 
alaughing stock 
lock, stock, and barrel 
STOCKING 
in (your) stocking/stockinged 
feet 
STOCKINGED 
in (your) stocking/stockinged 
feet 
STOMACH 
astrong stomach 
feel sick to your stomach 
have butterflies (in your 
stomach) 
have no stomach for sth 
not have the stomach for sth 
sb's eyes are bigger than their 
belly/stomach 
STOMPING 
sb's stamping/stomping 
ground 
STONE 
astone's throw 
be carved/set in stone 
get blood out of a stone 
have a heart of stone 
kill two birds with one stone 
leave no stone unturned 
sink like a stone 
Stone the crows! 
STONES 
People who live in glass 
houses (shouldn't throw 
stones). 
Sticks and stones may break 
my bones (but words will 
never hurt me). 


fall on stony ground 
STOOL 
astool pigeon 
STOOLS 
be caught between two stools 
fall between two stools 
STOP 
a pit stop 
come to a full stop 
stop at nothing 
stop (sb) in their tracks 
stop short 
stop short of sth/doing sth 
stop the rot 
STOPS 
pull out all the stops 
The buck stops here. 
The buck stops with sb.: see 
The buck stops here. 
STORE 
be like a kid in a candy store 
mind the store 
set great/much store by sth 
STORM 
astorm ina teacup 
Any port in a storm. 
bein the eye of the storm 
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[dance/sing/talk etc.] upa 
storm 
ride out/weather the storm 
take sb/sth by storm 
the calm before the storm 
STORY 
a cock-and-bull story 
A likely story. 
ashaggy dog story 
a sob story 
a tall story/tale 
but that's another story 
End of story. 
It's along story. 
It's the same old story. 
It's/That's the story of my 
life. 
That's my story and I'm 
sticking to it. 
tocut along story short 
to make a long story short 
STRAIGHT 
astraight arrow 
astraight shooter 
as straight as a die 
as straight as a pin 
be as stiff/straight as a 
ramrod 
be as straight as a die 
can’t think straight 
couldn’t lie straight in bed 
Give it to me straight. 
keep a straight face 
look right/straight through 
sb 
not be thinking straight 
play astraight bat 
put/set the record straight 
shoot straight: see a straight 
shooter 
straight-arrow: seea straight 
arrow 
straight-faced: see keep a 
straight face 
(straight) from the horse's 
mouth 
straight from the shoulder 
straight-from-the-shoulder: 
see straight from the 
shoulder 
straight up 
the home straight 
the straight and narrow 
with a straight face: see keep a 
straight face 
STRAIN 
strain every nerve 
STRAINING 
be straining at the leash 
STRAITS 
be in dire straits 
STRAW 
aman of straw 
astraw in the wind 
astraw man 


STRING 


draw the short straw 
the final/last straw 
thestraw that breaks the 
camel's back 
You can't make bricks without 
straw. 
STRAWS 
clutch/grasp at straws 
STRAYS 
waifs and strays 
STREAK 
talk a blue streak 
STREET 
a two-way street 
be in Queer Street 
be (just/right) up sb’s street 
street smarts 


the man/woman/ person in the 
street 
STREETS 
be streets ahead 
STRENGTH 
a pillar/tower of strength 
go from strength to strength 
on the strength of sth 
STRETCH 
at full stretch 
bend/stretch the rules 
by no stretch of the 
imagination 
not by any stretch of the 
imagination 
the home stretch 
STRICTLY 
be (strictly) for the birds 
STRIDE 
get into your stride 
hit your stride 
put sb off their stride 
take sth in stride 
take sth in your stride 
STRIKE 
hit/strike home 
hit/strike pay dirt 
hit/strike the right note 
Lightning does not strike 
twice, 
strike a blow against/at 
sth/sb: see strike a blow for 
sth/sb 
strike a blow for sth/sb 
strike a chord 
strike at the heart of sth 
strike gold 
strike it lucky 
strike it rich 
strike lucky 
strike while the iron is hot 
strike/touch a chord 
STRIKING 
in/within striking distance 
STRING 
another string to your bow 
have sb on a string 
How long is a piece of string? 


STRINGS 


the first string 
STRINGS 
be tied to your mother's apron 
strings 
have [a lot of/a few/several 
etc.] strings to your bow: see 
another string to your bow 
hold the purse strings 
loosen the purse strings: see 
hold the purse strings 
no strings (attached) 
pullstrings 
pull the strings 
tighten the purse strings: see 
hold the purse strings 
with strings (attached): see no 
strings (attached) 
STRIP 
teara strip off sb 
tear sb off a strip 
STRIPES 
earn your stripes 
STROKE 
astroke of luck 
put sb off their stroke 
STROKES 
broad (brush) strokes 
(It's) different strokes for 
different folks. 
STROLL 
take a stroll/trip down 
memory lane 
STRONG 
astrong stomach 
be as strong as an ox 
be sb’s strong point/suit 
come on strong 
STRUGGLE 
an uphill 
battle/fight/struggle 
STRUT 
strut your stuff 
STUBBORN 
be as stubborn as a mule 
STUCK 
be (stuck) in a groove 
be (stuck) inarut 
have your head (stuck) up 
your arse 
squeal like a stuck pig 
STUD-MUFFIN 
astud-muffin 
STUDY 
a quick study 
STUFF 
be hot stuff 
do your stuff 
Don’t sweat the small stuff. 
kid stuff: see kids’ stuff 
kids’ stuff 
know your stuff 
strut your stuff 
Stuff and nonsense! 
stuff your face 
the hard stuff 
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STUFFED 
astuffed shirt 
Get stuffed! 
STUFFING 
knock the stuffing out of sb 
STUMBLING 
astumbling block 
STUMP 
onthestump 
STYLE 
cramp sb's style 
SUBLIME 
from the sublime to the 
ridiculous 
SUCCEED 
If at first you don't succeed, 
(try, try, and try again). 
SUCH 
sink to such depths 
Such is life. 
SUCK 
suck it and see 
teach your grandmother to 
suck eggs 
SUCKER 
play sb for a sucker 
SUCKLINGS 
Out of the mouths of babes 
(and sucklings). 
SUDDEN 
a (sudden) rush of blood (to 
the head) 
SUFFER 
not suffer fools gladly 
SUFFICIENT 
A word to the wise (is 
sufficient). 
SUGAR 
sugar-coat the pill 
sugar/sweeten the pill 
SUGAR-COAT 
sugar-coat the pill 
SUIT 
be sb's strong point/suit 
follow suit 
in your birthday suit 
suit sb down to the ground 
SUITS 
the men in grey suits 
SUMMER 
an Indian summer 
one swallow doesn't make a 
summer 
SUN 
a/sb's place in the sun 
make hay while the sun shines 
think the sun shines out (of) 
sb's arse/backside 
under the sun 
SUNDAYS 
not in a month of Sundays 
SUNSHINE 
aray of sunshine 
SUPPER 
singfor your supper 


SURE 
asure bet 
as sure as eggs (are/is eggs) 
beasure thing 
sure as hell 
sure thing 
SURFACE 
scratch the surface 
SWALLOW 
a bitter pill (to swallow) 
hard to swallow 
one swallow doesn't make a 
summer 
swallow your pride 
swallow/take the bait 
wish the ground would 
swallow you up 
SWATH 
cut a swath/swathe through 
sth 
SWATHE 
cut a swath/swathe through 
sth 
SWEAR 
swear black and blue 
swear blind 
swear like a trooper 
swear up and down 
SWEAT 
blood, sweat and tears 
by the sweat of your brow 
Don't sweat it! 
Don't sweat the small stuff. 
ina (cold) sweat 
No sweat! 
slog/sweat/work your guts out 
sweat blood 
sweat buckets 
sweat bullets 
sweat like a pig 
SWEEP 
a clean sweep 
sweep sb off their feet 
sweep sth under the carpet 
sweep sth under the mat/rug 
sweep the board 
SWEET 
asweet deal 
asweet tooth 
cop itsweet 
keep sb sweet 
short and sweet 
sweet FA 
sweet Fanny Adams 
sweet nothings 
sweet-talk sb into doing sth 
You bet your (sweet) ass! 
SWEETEN 
sugar/sweeten the pill 
SWEETNESS 
all is sweetness and light: see 
be all sweetness and light 
be all sweetness and light 
SWEETSHOP 
be like a child in a sweetshop 


SWIM 
go/swim against the tide 
go/swim with the tide: see 
go/swim against the tide 
sink or swim 
SWINE 
cast pearls before swine 
SWING 
be in full swing 
get into the swing of it/things 
go with aswing 
notroom to swing a cat 
swing both ways 
swing the lead 
swing/tip the balance 
SWINGING 
come out swinging 
SWINGS 
it’s swings and roundabouts 
what you lose on the swings, 
you gain on the roundabouts 
SWITCH 
be asleep at the switch 
fall asleep at the switch: see be 
asleep at the switch 
swoop 
at/in one fell swoop 
SWORD 
asword of Damocles hangs 
over sb 
asword of Damocles hangs 
over sb's head 
The pen is mightier than the 
sword. 
SWORDS 
beat/turn swords into 
ploughshares 
cross swords with sb 
SYLLABLE 
in words of one syllable 
SYMPATHY 
tea and sympathy 
SYNDROME 
empty nest syndrome 
SYSTEM 
getitoutof your system 
SYSTEMS 
all systems go 
Ts 
dot the/your i's and cross 
the/your t's 
TAB 
pick up the bill/tab 
TABLE 
a coffee table book 
bring sb to the 
[bargaining/peace etc.] table 
come to the [bargaining/peace 
etc.] table: see bring sb to the 
[bargaining/peace etc.] table 
drink sb under the table 
get your feet under the table 
lay/put your cards on the 
table 
on the table 
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under the table 
under-the-table: see under the 
table 
TABLES 
The tables are turned.: see 
turn the tables on sb 
turn the tables on sb 
TABS 
keep tabs on sth/sb 
TACK see also TACKS 
be as sharp as a tack 
change tack 
try a different tack 
TACKLE 
your wedding tackle 
TACKS 
get down to brass tacks 
spit chips/tacks 
TAIL see also TAILS 
asting in the tail 
be chasing your tail 
be (sitting) on your tail 
can't make head nor/or tail of 
sth 
get off your tail 
in two shakes (of a lamb's tail) 
nose to tail 
the tail end of sth 
the tail wagging the dog 
turn tail 
with your tail between your 
legs 
TAILOR-MADE 
be tailor-made 
tailor-made 
TAILS 
be like a dog with two tails 
TAKE see a/so TAKEN, TAKES, 
TAKING 
accept/take sth as gospel 
(truth) 
be/take center stage: see 
be/take centre stage 
be/take centre stage 
bear/take the brunt of sth 
blow/take the lid off sth 
can't stand/take the pace 
can't take/keep your eyes off 
sb/sth 
carry/take coals to Newcastle 
catch/take sb off guard 
doa double take 
Don'ttake any wooden 
nickels. 
draw/take a bead on sb/sth 
get/take [a lot of/some etc.] 
stick 
get/take the bit between your 
teeth 
get/take (the) flak 
get/take the measure of 
Sb/sth: see have the measure 
of sb/sth 
give and take: see give-and- 
take 


TAKE 


Give sb an inch and they'll 
take a mile. 

(Go) take a running jump! 

go to/take great pains to do 
sth 

have/take a crack at sth 

have/take pride of place 

Ican take it or leave it. 

I take my hat off to sb 

I take/plead the Fifth 
(Amendment) 

I'll take a rain check 

it doesn’t take a rocket 
scientist 

let nature take its course 

(let) the devil take the 
hindmost 

make sb sit up and take 
notice 

not take a blind bit of notice 

not take kindly to sth 

not take no for an answer: see 
not take no for an answer 

not take sth lying down 

pick up/take the ball and run 
(with it) 

pick/take up the gauntlet: see 
throw down the gauntlet 

pick/take up the slack 

sign/take the pledge 

swallow/take the bait 

take a back seat 

take a beating 

take a cold shower 

Take a hike/walk! 

take a knock 

take a leaf out of sb's book 

take a leak 

takealicking 

take a long, hard look at sth 

Take a pew. 

take a piece out of sb 

take a pot shot 

take a powder 

take a shine to sb 

take a shot at sth 

take astand 

take a stroll/trip down 
memory lane 

take a turn for the worse 

take a/its/their toll 

take account of sth/sb 

take each day as it comes 

Take five! 

take heart 

take itas read 

take it easy 

Take it easy! 

take it for granted 

Take it from me. 

take it into your head to do sth 

take it on the chin 

take it one day at a time 

take-it-or-leave-it: see I can 
take it or leave it. 


TAKEN 


take-it-or-leave-it: see Take it 
or leave it. 

Take it or leave it. 

take liberties 

take matters into your own 
hands 

take no prisoners 

take on board sth 

take over/up the reins 

take pot luck 

take root 

take sb at their word 

take sb for a ride 

take sb for granted 

take sb to task 

take sb to the cleaner’s 

take sb under your wing 

take sb's mind off sth/sb 

take sb's name in vain 

take sb's part 

take sb's word for it 

take sb/sth by storm 

take sb/sth in hand: see be in 
hand 

take sth as it comes 

take sth at face value 

take sth by the throat 

take sth for granted 

take sth in good part 

take sth in stride 

take sth in your stride 

take sth the wrong way 

take sth to heart 

take sth with a grain of salt 

take sth with a pinch of salt 

take sth/sb into account 

take the bad with the good 

take the biscuit 

take the bit in your teeth 

take the bull by the horns 

take the cake 

take the cloth 

take the edge off sth 

take the fall for sb/sth 

take the heat off sb 

take the law into your own 
hands 

take the liberty of doing sth 

take the line/path of least 
resistance 

take the long view 

take the mick/mickey 

take the piss 

take the plunge 

take the rap 

take the rough with the 
smooth 

take the shine off sth 

take the sting out of sth 

take the wind out of sb's sails 

take the words out of sb's 
mouth 

take the wraps off sth 

take to sth like a duck to water 

take to your heels 
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take umbrage 
take up the cudgels against 
Sb/sth: see take up the 
cudgels for sb/sth 
take up the cudgels for sb/sth 
take up the cudgels on behalf 
of sb/sth 
take years off sb: see put years 
on sb 
take your breath away 
take your eye off the ball: see 
keep your eye on the ball 
take your life in/into your 
hands 
take your lumps 
take your pick 
take/tickle sb's fancy 
TAKEN 
have taken leave of your 
senses 
TAKES 
It takes all sorts (to make a 
world.) 
Ittakes two to tango. 
You pays your money (and you 
takes your chances). 
You pays your money (and you 
takes your choice). 
TAKING 
beas easy as taking candy 
from a baby 
belike taking candy from a 
baby 
bethere for the taking 
be yours for the taking 
TALE 


a tall story/tale 
an old wives' tale 
live to tell the tale 
tell its own tale 
Thereby/Therein hangs a tale. 
TALES 
Dead men tell no tales. 
tell tales 
TALK see also TALKING, TALKS 
apep talk 
be all talk (and no action) 
be the talk of the town 
can talk the hind leg(s) off a 
donkey 
can talk the legs off an iron pot 
could talk under water 
could talk under wet cement 
pillow talk 
shop talk: see talk shop 
speak/ talk of the devil 
speak/talk out of turn 
speak/talk the same language 
talk a blue streak 
talk dirty 
talk in riddles 
talk out of the back of your 
head 
talk out of your arse 
talk shop 


You should talk! 
You're a fine one to talk! 
TALKER 
afast talker 
TALKING 
belike talking to a brick wall 
be speaking/talking out of 
both sides of your mouth 
be talking through your hat 
Look who's talking! 
Now you're talking! 
TALKS 


bea tall order 


TANGENT 
go off at a tangent 
go off on a tangent 
TANGLED 


be (all) part of life’s rich 
pageant/tapestry 
TAR 
beat/knock the tar out of sb 
tar sb with the same brush 
TASK 
an uphill job/task 
take sb to task 
TASTE 
give sb a dose/taste of their 
own medicine 
leave a bad taste in your 
mouth 
There's no accounting for 


tit for tat: seetit-for-tat 
TAX 

asintax 
TEA 

not be sb's cup of tea 


tea and sympathy 
would not do sth for all the tea 
in China 
TEACH 
teach sb a lesson 
teach your grandmother to 
suckeggs 
You can't teach an old dog new 
tricks. 
TEACUP 
astorm ina teacup 
ass over teacup/teakettle 
TEAKETTLE 
ass over teacup/teakettle 
TEAPOT 
a tempest in a teapot 
TEAR 
pull/tear your hair out 
tear a strip off sb 
tear sb limb from limb 
tear sb off a strip 
tear/tug at the heartstrings 
tear/tug at your heartstrings 
wear and tear 
TEARS 
be bored to death/tears 
blood, sweat and tears 
bore sb to death/tears: see be 
bored to death/tears 
It'll (all) end in tears. 
reduce sb to tears 
shed/weep crocodile tears 
TEE 
toatee 
TEETH 
a kick in the teeth 
be armed to the teeth 
beas scarce as hen's teeth 
be fed up/sick to the back 
teeth 


by the skin of your teeth 
cut your eye teeth 

cut your teeth 

get/sink your teeth into 


sth 

get/take the bit between your 
teeth 

give your eye teeth for sth 

give your eye teeth to do sth 

gnashing of teeth 

grit your teeth 

have teeth 

have the bit between your 
teeth: see get/take the bit 
between your teeth 

in the teeth of sth 

It's no skin off my (back) 
teeth. 

kick sb in the teeth: see a kick 
in the teeth 

lie through your teeth 

show your teeth 

take the bit in your teeth 

TEETHING 
teething problems/troubles 


573 


TELEGRAPH 

the bush telegraph 
TELL see a/so TELLING, TOLD 

Dead men tell no tales. 

(Go) tell it/that to the 

marines. 

kiss and tell 

live to tell the tale 

tell it like it is 

tell its own tale 

Tell me about it! 

Tell me another (one)! 

tell sb where to get off 

tell tales 

Time will tell. 
TELL-TALE 

a tell-tale: see tell tales 
TELLING 

You're telling me! 
TEMPERS 

frayed tempers: see tempers 

fray 


tempers become frayed 

tempers fray 
TEMPEST 

atempest in a teapot 
TEMPT 

tempt fate/providence 
TEN 


be ten/two a penny 
nine times out of ten 
nineteen/ten to the dozen 
TEN-FOOT 
Iwouldn't touch sb/sth with a 
ten-foot pole 
TENDER 
leave sb to sb's tender 
mercies 
TENTERHOOKS 
on tenterhooks 
TERM 
in the long/medium/short 
term 
long-/short-/medium-term: see 
in the long/medium/short 
term 
TERMS 
acontradiction in terms 
be on bad terms with sb: see be 
on good terms with sb 
be on good terms with sb 
come to terms with sth 
in no uncertain terms 
not be on speaking terms 
TERRIBLE 


come/go with the territory 
TERROR 

areign of terror 
TEST see also TESTED, TESTING 

a litmus test 

an acid test 

stand the test of time 

test the water/waters 


THICK 


TESTED 
tried and tested/trusted 
TESTIMONY 
bear testimony/witness to sth 
TESTING 
need your head testing 
TETHER 
be at the end of your tether 
reach the end of your tether: 
see be at the end of your 
tether 
THANK see a/so THANKS 
thank your lucky stars 
THANKFUL 
be grateful/thankful for small 
mercies 


and that's that! 
It's/That's (just) not cricket! 
That'll be the day! 
That's (a bit) rich! 
That's a new one on me! 
That's life. 
That's more like it. 
That's news to me. 
That's sb all over! 
THEM 
them and us 
THEN 
and then some 
every now and again/then 
then and there 
there and then 
THERE 
as if there was/were no 
tomorrow 
like there's no tomorrow 
neither here nor there 
then and there 
there and then 
There are no flies on sb. 
There but for the grace of God 
(gol). 
there’s no law against 
sth/doing sth 
There’s no such thing as a free 
lunch. 
There's nothing to it. 
There's the rub. 
There, there. 
You've got me there. 
THEREBY 
Thereby/Therein hangs a tale. 
THEREIN 
Thereby/Therein hangs a tale. 
Therein lies the rub. 
THICK 
a thick skin: see thick- 
skinned 
be as thick as shit 
be as thick as thieves 
be as thick as two short planks 


THICKENS 


beinthe thick of sth 
be thick on the ground: see be 
thin on the ground 
lay it on thick 
thick-skinned 
through thick and thin 
THICKENS 
The plot thickens. 
THICKER 
Blood is thicker than water. 
THIEVES 
be as thick as thieves 
THIN 
a fine/thin line 
a thin skin: see thin-skinned 
be as thin as a rail 
be as thin as arake 
be as thin as astick 
be (skating/ walking) on thin 
ice 
be thin on the ground 
be thin on top 
disappear/vanish into thin 
air: see out of thin air 
from thin air 
go thin on top: see be thin on 
top 
have a thin time (of it) 
out of thin air 
spread yourself too thin 
stick-thin: see be as thin asa 
stick 
the thin end of the wedge 
thin-skinned 
through thick and thin 
tread a fine/thin line between 
sth: seea fine/thin line 
wear thin 
THING see a/so THINGS 
beasure thing 
be a thing of the past 
be neither one thing nor the 
other 
beontoa good thing 
Chance would be a fine thing! 
do your own thing 
have a thing about sth/sb 
havea thing going with sb 
If it'snot one thing it's 
another! 
If sb thinks sth, they've got 
another thing/think coming! 
It's (just) one thing after 
another! 
know a thing or two 
make a big thing (out) of sth 
not know the first thing about 
sth 


one thing leads to another 

[show/teach/tell etc.] sb a 
thing or two: see know a 
thingor two 

sure thing 

the best/greatest thing since 
sliced bread 
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the done thing 
the thing to do 
There’s no such thing as a free 
lunch. 
THINGS 
(all) other things being equal 
all things being equal 
be all things to all men 
First things first. 
in the grand/great scheme of 
things 
It’s just one of those things. 
Moderation in all things. 
not do anything/things by 
halves 
the shape of things to come 
things have come to/reached a 
pretty pass 
THINK see a/so THINKING, 
THINKS, THOUGHT 
a think-tank 
can barely/hardly hear 
yourself think 
can’t hear yourself think 
can't think straight 
Close your eyes and think of 
England. 
Great minds (think alike). 
I dread/shudder to think 
think better of sth 
think big 
think long and hard 
think nothing of doing sth 
think on your feet 
think the sun shines out (of) 
sb's arse/backside 
think the world of sb 
think you are God's gift to 
women 
THINKING 
not be thinking straight 
put your thinking cap on 
the thinking man's/woman's 
crumpet 
wishful thinking 
THINKS 
If sb thinks sth, they've got 
another thing/think 
coming! 


THOMAS 

a doubting Thomas 
THORN 

bea thorn in sb's flesh/side 
THOSE 

Those were the days! 
THOUGHT 

atrain of thought 

give sb food for thought 

give sb pause (for thought) 

Ithought as much! 


not give sth a second thought: 
see without a second 
thought 
on second thought: see have 
second thoughts 
Perish the thought! 
without a second thought 
THOUGHTS 
A penny for your thoughts. 
have second thoughts 
on second thoughts: see have 
second thoughts 
THOUSAND 
be batting a thousand 
THREAD 
hangby a thread 
THREADS 
pick up the threads of sth 
THREE 
athree-ring circus 
be three sheets to the wind 
the three R's 
two's company (three's a 
crowd) 
THRESHOLD 
beon the threshold of doing 
sth 
beon the threshold of sth 
stand on the threshold of sth: 
see be on the threshold of sth 
THRILLED 
be thrilled to bits 
bethrilled to pieces 
THROAT 
bring a lump to your throat 
cut your own throat 
have a frog in your throat 
jump down sb's throat 
ram sth down sb's throat 
stick in your gullet/throat 
take sth by the throat 
THROATS 
be at each other’s throats 
THROES 
be in the throes of sth/doing 
sth 
THRONE 
the power behind the throne 


[Londoner/patriot/politician 
etc.] through and through 

be [French/good/honest etc.] 
through and through 

know sb through and through 

through thick and thin 

THROW 

astone's throw 

feed/throw sb to the lions 

have/throw a fit 

Iwouldn't trust sb as far asI 
could throw them. 

knock/throw sb for a loop 


People who live in glass 
houses (shouldn't throw 
stones). 

pour/throw cold water on sth 

put/throw a (monkey) wrench 
inthe works 

put/throw a spanner in the 
works 

put/throw sb off the scent 

send/throw sb into a spin: see 
beinaspin 

send/throw sb into a tizz/tizzy 

shed/throw light on sth 

sling/throw mud at sb 
throw a wobbler/wobbly 
throw caution to the wind(s) 
throw down the gauntlet 
throw good money after bad 
throw in the sponge/towel 
throw in your hand 

throw in your lot with sb 

throw money at sth 

throw (sb) a curve (ball) 

throw sb in at the deep end 

throw sb off balance 

throw sb to the dogs 

throw sb to the wolves 

throw sb/sth on the scrap 
heap 

throw sth back in sb's face 

throw sth into the pot 

throw the baby out with the 
bath water 

throw the book at sb 

throw (your) money around 

throw your weight around 

throw your weight behind 
sth/sb 

throw yourself on/upon sb's 
mercy 

throw/toss your hat in the 
ring 

THRUST 
thecut and thrust of sth 
THUMB 

arule of thumb 

beunder sb's thumb 

be under the thumb: see be 
under sb's thumb 

havea green thumb 

stand/stick out like a sore 
thumb 

thumb your nose at sth/sb 

THUMBS 

be all fingers and thumbs 

be all thumbs 

get the thumbs down: see give 
sth the thumbs down 

get the thumbs up: see give sth 
the thumbs up 

give sth the thumbs down 

give sth the thumbs up 

twiddle your thumbs 
THUNDER 
blood and thunder 
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have a face like thunder 
look like thunder 
steal sb’s thunder 
with a face like thunder: 
see have a face like 
thunder 
TICK 
be as full as a boot/tick 
what makes sb tick 
TICKET 
a dream ticket 
a meal ticket 
a one-way ticket to sth 
be just the ticket 
big ticket 
the hot ticket 
TICKLE 
slap and tickle 
take/tickle sb's fancy 
tickle/tinkle the 
ivories 
TICKLED 
be tickled pink/to death 
TIDE 
drift with the tide 
go/swim against the tide 
go/swim with the tide: see 
go/swim against the tide 
stem the tide 
the tide turns: see turn the 


the old school tie 

tie the knot 

tie yourself (up) in knots 

TIED 

be fitto be tied 

betied to your mother's apron 
strings 

could do sth with one 
arm/hand tied behind their 


a paper tiger 
TIGHT see also TIGHTEN 
atight-arse 
a tight-ass: seea tight-arse 
beinatight corner/spot 
betight-arsed 
be tight-assed: see be tight- 
arsed 
be tight-lipped 
have/keep sb on a short/tight 
leash 
keepa tight rein on sb/sth 
keep sb/sth ona tight rein 
runatight ship 
sittight 
TIGHT-ASS 
atight-ass: see a tight-arse 
TIGHT-ASSED 
be tight-assed: see be tight- 
arsed 


TIME 


TIGHTEN 
tighten the purse strings: see 
hold the purse strings 
tighten the reins 
tighten your belt 
tighten/turn the screws on sb: 
see put the screws on sb 
TIGHTROPE 


a night (out) on the tiles: see 
be/go out on the tiles 

be/go out on the tiles 

TILL 

catch sb with their 
fingers/hand in the till: see 
have your fingers/hand in the 
till 

have your fingers/hand in the 
till 


till all hours (of the night): see 
at all hours (of the night) 
till/until kingdom come 
TILLER 
afirm/steady hand on the 
tiller 
TILT 
(at) full pelt/steam/tilt 
tilt at windmills 
TIME see also TIMES 
(And) not before time! 
arace against time/the clock 
A stitch in time (saves nine). 
About time too! 
Allin good time. 
be before your time 
be in the right place at the 
right time 
be only a matter of time 
bide your time 
big time 
do time 
every time sb turns 
around/round 
for the time being 
from time to time 
from/since time immemorial 
give sb a hard time 
give sba rough time 
have a hard time (of it): see 
give sb a hard time 
have a lot of time for sb/sth 
havea rough time (of it): see 
give sba rough time 
havea thin time (of it) 
have a whale of a time 
have no time for sb/sth: see 
have alot of time for sb/sth 
have no time to lose: see 
There's no time to lose. 
have the time of your life 
have time on your hands 
have time on your side 
How time flies! 
in next to no time 


TIMES 


in no time (at all) 

in the fullness of time 

inthe nick of time 

It's feeding time at the zoo! 

it's high time 

kill time 

living on borrowed time 

Long time no see. 

lost in the mists of time 

make up for lost time 

mark time 

not give sb the time of day 

not have much time for sb/sth: 
see have a lot of time for sb/sth 

once upon a time 

pass the time of day 

play for time 

race against time/the clock: 
seearace against time/the 
clock 

stand the test of time 

take it one day at a time 

the big time 

the time is ripe 

There's a time and a place. 

There's no time like the 
present. 

There's no time to lose. 

time after time 

time and time again 

Time flies when you're having 
fun. 

Time flies. 

time hangs/lies heavy (on sb's 
hands) 

time is on your side 

time-out 


atthe best of times 

be a sign of the times 

be behind the times 

change/keep up/move with 

the times 

fall on hard times 

for old times’ sake 

nine times out of ten 
TIN 

a (little) tin god 

atinear 

belikea cat ona hot tin roof 
TINKER 

not give a tinker's cuss 

not give a tinker's damn 
TINKLE 

give sb a tinkle 

tickle/tinkle the ivories 
TINY 

the patter of tiny feet 
TIP 


arse over tip 

be on the tip of your tongue 
I tip my hat to sb 

swing/tip the balance 

the tip of the iceberg 


be sick and tired of sth/doing 
sth 
be tired and emotional 
TISSUE 
atissue of lies 
TIT 
arse over tit 
tit-for-tat 
tit for tat: see tit-for-tat 
TITANIC 
belike rearranging the 
deckchairs on the Titanic 
TITS 
get on sb's tits 
TITTLE-TATTLE 
tittle-tattle 
TIzz 
be in a tizz/tizzy: see 
send/throw sb into a tizz/ 


tizzy 
send/throw sb into a tizz/tizzy 
TIZZY 
be in a tizz/tizzy: see 
send/throw sb into a 
tizz/tizzy 
send/throw sb into a tizz/ 


toaman 

toa T: seetoa T 

toatee 

to hell with sb/sth 

to my mind 

to sb's face 

tothe core 

to the gunwales 

to the letter 

to the max 

to the nth degree 

(up) to the hilt 
TOAST 

be the toast of sb 
TOD 


on your tod 
TODAY 

here today, gone tomorrow 
TOE see also TOES 

from top to toe 

toe/tow the line 
TOE-CURLING 

toe-curling: see make sb's toes 

curl 

TOES 

curl sb's toes 

keep sb on their toes 

make sb's toes curl 

step/tread on sb's toes 
TOFFEE 

can't do sth for toffee 
TOFFEE-NOSED 

toffee-nosed 


TOGETHER 
Birds of a feather flock 
together. 
getittogether 
keep body and soul together 
not have two nickels to rub 
together 
not have two pennies to rub 
together 
put two and two together 
put two and two together and 
get/make five: see put two and 
two together 
TOILET 
down the toilet 
TOING 
toing and froing 
TOKEN 
by the same token 
TOLD 
A little bird told me (so). 
all told 
TOLL 
sound/toll the death knell 
take a/its/their toll 
TOM 
a peeping Tom 
an Uncle Tom 
Tom, Dick and/or Harry 
TOMORROW 
as if there was/were no 
tomorrow 
here today, gone tomorrow 
jam tomorrow 
like there's no tomorrow 
Tomorrow's another day. 
TON 
be/come down on sb like a ton 
of bricks 
have sb down on you like a ton 
of bricks: see be/come down 
on sb like a ton of bricks 
hit sb like a ton of bricks 
weigh a ton 
TONE 
lower the tone 
raise the tone: see lower the 
tone 
set the tone 
TONGS 
be/go at it hammer and tongs 
TONGUE 
aslip of the tongue 
a tongue-lashing 
be on the tip of your tongue 
bite your tongue 
find your tongue 
get your tongue 
around/round sth 
give sb the rough side of your 
tongue 
Has the cat got your tongue? 
hold your tongue 
keep a civil tongue in your 
head 


loosen your tongue 
roll/trip off the tongue 
speak with (a) forked tongue 
tongue in cheek 
tongue-in-cheek: see tongue 
incheek 
with your tongue in your 
cheek 
TONGUES 
set/start tongues wagging 
TOO 
betoo clever by half 
be too close for comfort 
be too close to call: see a close 
call 
be too good to be true 
too big for your boots 
too big for your britches 
too little, too late 
too many chiefs (and not 
enough Indians) 
Too many cooks (spoil the 
broth). 
too much of a good thing 
TOOLS 
A bad workman blames his 
tools. 
down tools 
the tools of the/your trade 
TOOT 
blow/toot your own horn 
TOOTH 
asweet tooth 
An eye for an eye (and a tooth 
for a tooth). 
be long in the tooth 
fight tooth and claw/nail 
TOP 
at the top of the ladder 
at the top of the/sb's 
agenda 
at the top of your voice 
be on top of the world 
be over the top 
be thin on top 
blow your stack/top 
from top to bottom 
from top to toe 
from/out of the top drawer 
geton top of you 
go over the top: see be over the 
top 
go thin on top: see be thin on 
top 
off the top of your head 
on top of sth 
pay top dollar 
sleep like a log/top 
the top brass 
the top dog 
the top flight 
the top of the tree 
to cap/crown/top it all 
to top it all 
to top it all off 
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top-drawer: see from/out of 
the top drawer 
top-flight: see the top flight 
top-notch 
TOPSY 
grow like Topsy 
TOPSY-TURVY 
topsy-turvy 
turn (sth) topsy-turvy: see 
topsy-turvy 
TORCH 
carry a torch for sb 
TOSS 
a toss-up 
argue the toss 
not care/give a toss 
throw/toss your hat in the 
ring 
TOTALLY 
a totally different ball game 
TOTEM 
the low man on the totem pole 
TOUCH 
amagic touch 
be an easy/soft touch 
be in touch 
be out of touch 
be out of touch with sth 
be touch-and-go 
get in touch: see be in touch 
hit/touch a (raw) nerve 
I wouldn't touch sb/sth with a 
barge pole. 
Iwouldn't touch sb/sth with a 
ten-foot pole 
in touch with sth: see be out of 
touch with sth 
keep/stay in touch: see be in 
touch 
lose touch: see be in touch 
lose your touch 
strike/touch a chord 
the common touch 
the Midas touch 
touch all the bases 
touch base 
touch wood 
TOUCHY-FEELY 
touchy-feely 
TOUGH 
ahard/tough nut 
a hard/tough nut to crack 
a hard/tough row to hoe 
a tough cookie 
be a hard/tough act to follow 
be as tough as nails 
be as tough as old boots 
be as tough as shoe leather 
hang tough 
Hard/Tough cheddar! 
Hard/Tough cheese! 
if the going gets rough/tough: 
see when the going gets 
rough/tough 
tough love 


TRAIN 


Tough shit! 
when the going gets 
rough/tough 
TOUR 
a whistle-stop tour 
TOW 
in tow 
toe/tow the line 
TOWEL 
throw in the sponge/towel 
TOWER 
a pillar/tower of strength 
anivory tower 
TOWN 
a night (out) on the town: see 
be/go out on the town 
a one-horse town 
be the talk of the town 
be/go out on the town 
go to town on sth 
paint the town red 
TOY 


sink without trace 
TRACES 
kick over the traces 


be off the beaten track 
be on the right track 
be on the wrong track 
have the inside track 
keep track 
lose track: see keep track 
on track 
put/get sb/sth back on track: 
see on track 
TRACKS 
cover your tracks 
make tracks 
stop (sb) in their tracks 
the other/wrong side of the 
tracks 
TRADE 
do a roaring trade 
ply your trade 
rough trade 
the tools of the/your trade 
tricks of the trade 
TRADES 
a jack of all trades 
TRAIL 
a paper trail 
a trail-blazer: see blaze a 
trail 
blazea trail 
trail-blazing: see blaze a trail 
TRAIN 
a train of thought 
be in train: see set in train 
set in train 
the gravy train 


TRANSPORT 


TRANSPORT 
beinatransport of 
delight/joy 
TRAP 
adeath trap 
fall into the trap of doing sth 
have a mind like a steel trap 
Shut your 
face/gob/mouth/trap! 
TRASH 
white trash 
TRAVEL 
Have sth will travel! 
TREAD 
Fools rush in (where angels 
fear to tread). 
step/tread on sb's toes 
tread a fine/thin line between 
sth: seea fine/thin line 
tread the boards 
tread water 
TREADING 
be walking/treading on 
eggshells 
TREAT 
aDutch treat 
go down a treat 
handle/treat sb with kid 
gloves 
treat sb like dirt 
treat sb like muck 
work a treat 
TREATMENT 
the red-carpet treatment: see 
roll out the red carpet 
TREE 
be barking up the wrong tree 
be out of your tree 
be upa gum tree 
be upa tree 
the top of the tree 


TREES 
can't see the forest for the 
trees 


can't see the wood for the trees 
Money doesn't grow on trees. 
TRICK 
a dirty trick 
do the trick 
every trick in the book 
not miss a trick 
the oldest trick in the book 
turna trick 
TRICKS 
sb’s bag of tricks 
tricks of the trade 
You can't teach an old dog new 
tricks. 
TRIED 
tried and tested/trusted 
tried and true 
TRIGGER-HAPPY 
trigger-happy 
TRIM 
bein fighting trim 
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trim your sails 
TRIP 
a guilt trip 
anego trip 
lay/put a guilt trip on sb 
roll/trip off the tongue 
send sb on a guilt trip 
take a stroll/trip down 
memory lane 
trip the light fantastic 
TROJAN 
a Trojan horse 
work like a dog/trojan 
TROLLEY 
beoff your trolley 
go off your trolley: see be off 
your trolley 
TROOPER 
swear like a trooper 
TROT 
onthetrot 
TROUBLE 
beasking for trouble 
spell trouble 
TROUBLED 
pour oil on troubled waters 
TROUBLES 
teething problems/troubles 
TROUSERS 
beall mouth and (no) trousers 
be caught with your 
pants/trousers down 
wear the trousers 
TROWEL 
lay it on with a trowel 
TRUCK 


have no truck with sth/sb 
off the back of a truck 
TRUE 
be too good to be true 
ring true 
see sb's true colours: see show 
sbintheir true colours 
show sb in their true colours 
show your true colours: see 
show sb in their true 
colours 
There's many a true word 
spoken in jest. 
tried and true 
true-blue 
true to form/type 
TRULY 
well and truly 
TRUMP see also TRUMPS 
atrump card 
TRUMPET 
blow your own trumpet 
TRUMPS 
come up/turn up trumps 
TRUST 
a brain trust 
I wouldn't trust sb as far as I 
could throw them. 
not trust sb an inch 


TRUSTED 
tried and tested/trusted 
TRUTH 
a grain of truth 
ahome truth 
accept/take sth as gospel 
(truth) 
be economical with the 
truth 
the gospel truth 
the moment of truth 
Truth will out. 
TRY see also TRIED 
If at first you don’t succeed, 
(try, try, and try again). 
try a different tack 
try iton 
try sth for size 
try sth on for size 
try your hand at sth 
try your luck 
try your wings 
TUB-THUMPING 
tub-thumping 
tub-thumping: see tub- 
thumping 
TUBE 
down the tube/tubes 
TUBES 
down the tube/tubes 
TUCK 


anip and (a) tuck 

be nip and tuck 
TUCKER 

your best bib and tucker 
TUG 

tear/tug at the heartstrings 

tear/tug at your heartstrings 
TUMBLE 

the rough and tumble of sth 
TUNE 

call the shots/tune 

change your tune 

dance to sb's tune 

He who pays the piper calls 

thetune. 

march to a different tune 

sing the same tune 
TUNNEL 

light at the end of the tunnel 
TUPPENCE 

not care/give tuppence 
TURF 


TURKEYS 
like turkeys voting for (an 
early) Christmas 
TURN see a/so TURNED, 
TURNING, TURNS 
aturn of phrase 
aturn of the screw 


aturn/twist of the knife: see 
turn/twist the knife 
atevery turn 
be cooked/done to a turn 
beat/turn swords into 
ploughshares 
come up/turn up trumps 
come/go/turn full circle 
not know which way to turn 
not turn a hair 
One good turn deserves 
another. 
put/turn the clock back 
speak/talk out of turn 
stand/turn sth on its head 
take a turn for the worse 
tighten/turn the screws on sb: 
see put the screws on sb 
turn a blind eye 
turn a deaf ear 
turn a trick 
turn heads 
turn in your grave 
turn king’s/queen’s evidence 
turn on the waterworks 
turn over a new leaf 
turn over/spin in your grave 
turn state's evidence 
turn (sth) topsy-turvy: see 
topsy-turvy 
turn tail 
turn the corner 
turn the other cheek 
turn the page 
turn the tables on sb 
turn the tide 
turn turtle 
turn up like a bad penny 
turn up the heat 
turn your back on sb 
turn your back on sth 
turn your hand to sth 
turn your nose up 
turn/twist the knife 
turn/use sth to good account 
TURN-UP 
That's/There's a turn-up for 
the books 
TURNABOUT 
Turnabout is fair play. 
TURNED 
a poacher turned gamekeeper 


the minute sb's back is turned: 


see when/while sb's back is 
turned 

The tables are turned.: see 
turn the tables on sb 

The wheel has come/turned 
full circle.: see come/go/turn 
full circle 

The worm has turned. 

when/while sb's back is 
turned 

your whole world (was) 
turned upside down 
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TURNING 
the wheels are turning 
TURNS 
every time sb turns 
around/round 
the tide turns: seeturn the 
tide 
Whatever turns you on. 


Never the twain shall meet. 
TWICE 
Lightning does not strike 
twice. 
Once bitten, twice shy. 
TWIDDLE 
twiddle your thumbs 
TWILIGHT 
the twilight zone 
TWINKLE 
when sb was a (mere) twinkle 
in their father's eye 
TWINKLING 
in the twinkling of an eye 
TWIST 
a turn/twist of the knife: see 
turn/twist the knife 
drive/send sb round the twist 
get your knickers in a twist 
leave sb to twist in the wind 
round the twist 
turn/twist the knife 
twist sb's arm 
twist/wrap sb around/round 
your little finger 
TWISTED 
be bitter and twisted 
TWIXT 
There's many a slip twixt cup 
and lip. 
TWO 
A bird in the hand (is worth 
two in the bush). 
atwo-way street 
beas thick as two short planks 
be caught between two stools 
be in/of two minds 
be like a dog with two tails 
be like two peas in a pod 
be ten/two a penny 
be two of akind 
be two sides of the same coin 
bring sb down a peg or two 
cut both/two ways 
fall between two stools 
for two cents 
in two shakes (of a lamb's tail) 
It takes two to tango. 
kill two birds with one stone 
know a thing or two 
meat and two veg 
not be short of a bob or two 
not care/give two hoots: see not 
care/give a hoot 


UNDER 


not have two nickels to rub 
together 

not have two pennies to rub 
together 

put in/stick in your two 
penn’orth 

put two and two together 

put two and two together and 
get/make five: see put two and 
two together 

put your two cents (worth) in 

put/stick two fingers up at 
sb/sth 

[show/teach/tell etc.] sb a 
thing or two: see know a 
thing or two 

stand on your own two feet 

That makes two of us. 

the lesser of two evils 

(There's) no two ways about it. 

two-bit 

two can play at that game 

two-faced 

two-time sb 

two-timer: see two-time sb 

two-timing: see two-time sb 

two's company (three's a 
crowd) 

your meat and two veg 

your two cents (worth): see put 
your two cents (worth) in 

TYPE 
revert to type 
true to form/type 
UGLY 

an ugly duckling 

beas ugly as sin 

raise/rear its (ugly) head 


UMBILICAL 

cut the (umbilical) cord 
UMBRAGE 

take umbrage 
UNBOWED 

bloodied but unbowed 
UNCERTAIN 

in no uncertain terms 
UNCLE 

an Uncle Tom 

Bob's your uncle! 

TIl be a monkey's uncle! 

say uncle 

Uncle Sam 
UNDER 

be under a cloud 

be under sb's thumb 

be under the gun 

be under the thumb: see be 

under sb's thumb 

be under your feet 

Down Under 

go under the knife 

in/under sth’s shadow 

under sb’s heel 


UNGLUED 


under sb's nose 
under the banner of sth 
under the counter 
under the influence 
under the knife: see go under 
the knife 
under the sun 
under the table 
under the wing of sth 
under the wire 
under wraps 
under your belt 
under your breath 
under your own steam 
UNGLUED 
come unglued 
UNIVERSE 
be the armpit of the 
world/universe 
UNKNOWN 
an unknown quantity 
UNQUOTE 
quote, unquote 
UNSTUCK 
come unstuck 
UNTIL 
till/until kingdom come 
until hell freezes over 
until the cows come home 
UNTURNED 
leave no stone unturned 
UP 
be (just/right) up sb's street 
be on the up 
be on the up and up 
be (right) up sb’s alley 
be (right) up sb's arse 
be (right) up there with 
sb/sth 
be up a gum tree 
beupatree 
be up against sth/sb 
be up and about/around 
be up and down 
be up and running 
be up for sth 
beupinarms 
beupintheair 
be up the duff 
be up the spout 
be up to no good 
beuptosth 
be up to the mark 
be upto your chin in sth 
beupto your 
ears/eyeballs/eyes in sth 
be up to your neck in sth 
be up with the crows 
be up with the lark 
be up yourself 
come/go up in the world: see 
come/go down in the world 
[dance/sing/talk etc.) up a 
storm 
give sth up as a bad job 
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go up in flames 
move up in the world: see 
come/go down in the 
world 
not be up to much 
not be up to much 
not be up to par 
not be up to scratch 
pick up sticks 
raise/up the ante 
sb’s number is up 
up-and-coming 
up for grabs 
up front 
up sticks 
up the spout 
up to snuff 
up to speed 
up-to-the-minute 
Up yours! 
What's up? 
UPHILL 
an uphill 
battle/fight/struggle 
an uphill job/task 
UPON 
once upon a time 
UPPER 
astiff upper lip 
gain/get the upper hand: see 
have the upper hand 
have the upper hand 
the upper crust 
upper-crust: see the upper 
crust 
UPPERS 
be (down) on your uppers 
UPRIGHT 
bolt upright 
UPS 


ups and downs 
UPSET 
upset the applecart 
UPSTAIRS 
kick sb upstairs 
UPTAKE 
be quick on the uptake: see be 
slow on the uptake 
be slow on the uptake 
UPWARD 
onward and upward: see 
onwards and upwards 
UPWARDS 
onwards and upwards 


USE 

a fat lot of good/use 

be no good/use to man or 
beast 

It’s no good/use crying over 
spilt milk. 

turn/use sth to good account 

use a sledgehammer to crack 
anut 


Use your loaf. 
USED 
be half the [dancer/writer 
etc.] you used to be 
USUAL 
business as usual 
VAIN 
take sb's name in vain 
VALOR 
Discretion is the better part of 
valor. 
VALOUR 
Discretion is the better part of 
valour. 
VALUE 
take sth at face value 
VALVE 
asafety valve 
VANISH 
disappear/vanish into thin 
air: see out of thin air 
disappear/vanish off the face 
of the earth 
VARIETY 
Variety is the spice of life. 
VEG 
meat and two veg 
your meat and two veg 
VEIL 
draw a veil over sth 
VELVET 
an iron fist/hand in a velvet 
glove 
VENT 
vent your spleen 
VENTURED 
Nothing ventured, nothing 
gained. 
VERBAL 
verbal diarrhea 
verbal diarrhoea 


VERSE 

give/quote (sb) chapter and 

verse 

VESSEL 

burst/bust a blood vessel 
VESSELS 

Empty vessels make (the) 

most noise/sound. 

vicious 

a vicious circle 
VICTIM 

a fashion victim 
VICTORY 

a Pyrrhic victory 
VIEW 

a bird's eye view 

aringside seat/view 

a worm's eye view 

take the long view 
VILLAIN 

the villain of the piece 
VINE 

die on the vine 

wither on the vine 


VINEGAR 
befull of piss and vinegar 


make a virtue of necessity 
VIRTUES 
extoll the virtues of sb/sth 
VOICE 
a (lone) voice in the 
wilderness 
a voice crying in the 
wilderness 
atthe top of your voice 
VOID 
fill a/the void 
VOLTE-FACE 
a volte-face 
VOLUMES 
speak volumes 
VOTE 
vote with your feet 
VOTING 
like turkeys voting for (an 
early) Christmas 


shoot your wad 
WAGGING 

set/start tongues wagging 

thetail wagging the dog 
WAGON 

beonthe wagon 

falloff the wagon 

goon the wagon: see be on the 

wagon 

hitch your wagon to a star 

hitch your wagon to sb/sth 
WAIFS 

waifs and strays 
WAIST 

be dead from the waist down 
WAIT 

wait for the other shoe to drop 

wait on sb hand and foot 
WAITING 

anaccident waiting to happen 

be waiting in the wings 

play a/the waiting game 
WAKE 

a wake-up call 

Wake up and smell the coffee! 
WALK 

a walk of life 

run before you can walk 

stand/walk tall 

Take a hike/walk! 

the cock of the walk 

walk a tightrope 

walk the plank 
WALKING 

be floating/ walking on air 

be (skating/ walking) on thin 

ice 
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be walking/treading on 
eggshells 

get your walking papers: see 
give sb their walking papers 

give sb their walking papers 

WALL 

a fly on the wall 

a hole in the wall 

be banging/hitting your head 
against a brick wall 

be like talking to a brick wall 

be off the wall 

be/come up against a brick 
wall 

drive sb up the wall 

go to the wall 

have your back against/to the 
wall 


hit a/the (brick) wall 

nail sb to the wall 

off-the-wall: see be off the wall 

read/see the handwriting on 
the wall: see the writing is on 
the wall 

read/see the writing on the 
wall: see the writing is on the 
wall 

the handwriting is on the wall 

the writing is on the wall 

wall-to-wall 

WALLS 
be climbing the walls 
Walls have ears. 


WANT 

Do you want a/to bet? 

Do you want to make 

something of it? 

for want of a better word 

How much do you want to bet? 

want to curl up and die 
WAR see also WARS 

a battle/war of nerves 

aturf war 

awarof words 

All's fair in love and war. 
WARM 

warm the cockles of your 

heart 

WARMED 

like death (warmed over) 

like death (warmed up) 
WARPATH 

beon the warpath 
WARRANT 


sign sth's death warrant: see 
sign your own death warrant 
sign your own death warrant 
WARS 
have been in the wars 


WATER 


WARTS 
warts and all 
warts-and-all: see warts and 
all 
WASH 
come out in the wash 
It'll all come out in the wash. 
wash your dirty 
laundry/linen in public 
wash your hands of sb/sth 
Wash your mouth out! 
will not wash 
WASHER 
be chief cook and bottle 
washer 
WASTE 
a waste of breath: see waste 
your breath 
bea waste of space 
waste your breath 
WATCH 
mind/watch your p's and q's 
Mind/Watch your step. 
watch sb like a hawk 
watch sb/sth with an eagle eye 
watch sb/sth with eagle eyes 
watch the clock 
Watch this space. 
watch your back 
watch your step 
WATCHED 
A watched pot never boils. 
WATCHING 
be as interesting as watching 
grass grow 
be as interesting as watching 
paint dry 
be like watching grass grow 
be like watching paint dry 
WATER see also WATERS 
be dead in the water 
be in deep water 
be in hot water 
be like a fish out of water 
be (like) water off a duck's 
back 
be water over the dam 
be water under the bridge 
Blood is thicker than water. 
blow sth/sb out of the water 
come hell or high water 
could talk under water 
getinto deep water: see be in 
deep water 
get (sb) into hot water: see be 
in hot water 
go through fire and water 
hold water: see not hold water 
keep your head above water 
make sb's mouth water 
not hold water 
pour/throw cold water on sth 
spend money like water 
take to sth like a duck to water 
test the water/waters 


WATERFRONT 


throw the baby out with the 
bath water 
tread water 
You can lead a horse to water 
(but you can't make him/it 
drink). 
WATERFRONT 
cover the waterfront 
WATERLOO 
meet your Waterloo 
WATERS 
muddy the waters 
pour oil on troubled waters 
still waters run deep 
test the water/waters 
WATERWORKS 
turnon the waterworks 
WAVE see also WAVES 
beonthe crest of a wave 
catch the wave 
fly/show/wave the flag 
kiss/say/wave goodbye to sth 
ride (on) a/the wave 
ride the crest of a wave: see be 
on the crest of a wave 
WAVELENGTH 
beon the same wavelength 
WAVES 


the whole ball of wax 

wax and wane 

wax lyrical 

WAY see also WAYS 

all the way 

all the way down the line 

along the way 

any way you slice it 

be in a bad way 

be laughing all the way to the 
bank 

be out of sb’s way 

be out of the way 

claw your way back from sth 

couldn't [act/argue/fight] your 
way out of a paper bag 

every which way 

get your own way 

goalong way 

goall the way 

go back a long way 

go down the wrong way 

go out of your way to do sth 

have come a long way 

have your head screwed on 
(the right way) 

(in) any way, shape, or 
form 

inthe family way 

looktheother way 

No way! 

not know which way to turn 

one way or another 

one way or the other 

open the way for/to sth 
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out-of-the-way: see be out of the 
way 
pave the way for sth 
pay its way 
pay your way 
point the way 
rub sb the wrong way 
rub sb up the wrong way 
see which way the cat jumps 
see which way the wind is 
blowing 
see your way (clear) to doing 
sth 
smooth sb's/sth's way 
smooth the way for sb/sth 
take sth the wrong way 
That's the way the ball 
bounces. 
That’s the way the cookie 
crumbles. 
There's more than one way to 
skina cat. 
way-out 
Where there's a will there's a 
way! 
wing your/its way 
WAYS 
change/mend your ways 
cut both/two ways 
see the error of your ways 
swing both ways 
the parting of the ways 
(There’s) no two ways about it. 
ways and means 
WAYSIDE 
fall by the wayside 
WEAK 


a weak link (in the chain) 
have a weak spot for sb/sth 
weak at the knees 
WEAR 
be the worse for wear 
If the cap fits (wear it). 
If the hat/shoe fits (wear it). 
wear and tear 
wear sb to a frazzle 
wear the pants 
wear the trousers 
wear thin 
wear your heart on your 
Sleeve 
wear/work your fingers to the 
bone 
WEARING 
be wearing your 
[teacher's/lawyer's etc.] hat 
WEASEL 
weasel words 
WEATHER 
be/feel under the weather 
brass monkey weather 
keep a weather eye on sth/sb 
make heavy weather of 
sth/doing sth 
ride out/weather the storm 


WEB 
atangled web 
WEDDING 
ashotgun wedding 
be like a spare prick ata 
wedding 
your wedding tackle 
WEDGE 
drive a wedge between sb 
the thin end of the wedge 
WEEK 
a face as long as a wet week 
WEEKEND 
adirty weekend 
WEEP 
shed/weep crocodile tears 
WEEPERS 
Finders keepers (losers 
weepers). 
WEIGH 
weigha ton 
weigh each word 
weigh your words 
WEIGHT 
a dead weight 
beaload/weight off your 
mind 
bea weight off your 
shoulders 
be worth its/your weight in 
gold 
carry weight 
have the cares/weight of the 
world on your shoulders 
pull your weight 
throw your weight around 
throw your weight behind 
sth/sb 
WELCOME 
greet/welcome sb/sth with 
open arms 
outstay/overstay your 
welcome 
Welcome to the club! 


be all very well 

be all well and good 

bein well 

be well away 

be well in 

be well up on sth 

leave well alone 

leave well enough alone 

leave/let well alone 

leave/let well enough alone 

not sit well with sb 

well and truly 

well-heeled 

well-hung 

well-to-do 

(Well) what do you know! 
WENT 

went/had gone out with the 

ark 


WERE 
Were your ears burning?: see 
your ears must be burning 
WEST 
go west 
WET 
a face as long as a wet week 
a wet blanket 
a wet dream 
beall wet 
be wet behind the ears 
could talk under wet cement 
get your feet wet 
wet your whistle 
WHACK 


a whale of a 
[bill/difference/problem etc.] 
a whale of a [job/party/story 
etc.] 
have a whale of a time 
WHAMMY 
a double whammy 
WHAT 
and what have you 
T'll give you what for! 
know what's what 
see sb/sth for what they 
(really) are 
(Well) what do you know! 
What planet is sb on?: see be 
(living) on another planet 
What price 
[fame/success/victory etc.]? 
what the hell 
What you don't know won't 
hurt you. 
What's cooking? 
what's eating sb? 
what's his/her face 
What's sb's game? 
What's sth in aid of? 
What's sth when it's at 
home? 
What's the deal? 
What's the world coming to? 
What's up? 
What's your poison? 
WHATEVER 
Whatever turns you on. 
WHEAT 
separate the wheat from the 
chaff 
WHEEL see also WHEELING, 
WHEELS 
a big shot/wheel 
acog in the machine/wheel 
a fifth/third wheel 
beat/behind the wheel 
get behind the wheel: see be 
at/behind the wheel 
puta spoke in sb's wheel 
put your shoulder to the 
wheel 
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reinvent the wheel 
The wheel has come/turned 
full circle.: see come/go/turn 
full circle 
WHEELING 
wheeling and dealing 
WHEELS 
be hell on wheels 
oil the wheels 
set the wheels in motion 
spin your wheels 
the wheels are turning 
WHEN 
asand when 
if and when 
When in Rome (do as the 
Romans do). 
when the chips are down 
WHERE 
know where you stand 
not know where to put 
yourself 
Where there's a will there's a 
way! 
Where's the beef? 
WHEREFORES 
the whys and (the) wherefores 
WHET 
whet sb's appetite 
WHETHER 
not know whether to laugh or 


cry 
(whether) by accident or 
design 
WHICH 
every which way 
WHILE 
be worth your while 
make sth worth your while: 
see be worth your while 
while the going is good 
WHIMPER 
not with a bang but witha 
whimper 
WHIP 
a whip-round 
crack the whip 
get/have a fair crack of the 
whip: see give sb a fair crack 
of the whip 
give sb a fair crack of the whip 
have/hold the whip hand 
whip sth/sb into shape 
WHIPPING 
a whipping boy 
WHIRL 
give it a shot/whirl 
WHIRLWIND 
reap the whirlwind 
WHISKER 
by a whisker 
come within a whisker of 
sth/doing sth 
WHISKERS 
be the cat's whiskers 


WICK 


WHISTLE 
a whistle-blower: see blow the 
whistle on sb/sth 
a whistle-stop tour 
a wolf whistle 
beas clean asa whistle 
blow the whistle on sb/sth 
He/She/They can whistle for 
it! 
wet your whistle 
WHISTLES 
bells and whistles 
WHISTLING 
be whistling Dixie 
be whistling in the dark 
WHITE 
a white elephant 
a white knight 
a white lie 
be as white as a sheet 
be as white as snow 
black and white 
in black and white 
pretend/say that black is 
white 
the men in white coats 
white-bread 
white-collar 
white trash 
WHITER 
whiter than white 
WHIZZ-KID 
a whizz-kid 
WHO 
Who needs it/them? 
Who's sb when he's/she's at 
home? 
WHOLE 
a whole new ball game 
go the whole hog 
go the whole nine yards 
go whole hog 
invent sth out of whole 
cloth 
make sth up out of whole 
cloth 


the whole ball of wax 
the whole bit 
the whole enchilada 
the whole (kit and) caboodle 
the whole nine yards 
the whole picture 
the whole shebang 
the whole shooting match 
the (whole) works 
your whole world came 
crashing down around you 
your whole world (was) 
turned upside down 
WHOOPEE 
make whoopee 
WHYS 
the whys and (the) wherefores 
WICK 


get on sb's wick 


WICKED 


have your wicked way with sb 


There's no peace/rest for the 
wicked! 


There's no rest for the wicked!: 


see There's no rest for the 
wicked! 
WICKET 
be (batting) on a sticky 
wicket 
WIDE 
a wide boy 
be wide of the mark 
be wide open 
be (wide) open to 
[abuse/criticism etc.] 
blow sth wide open 
cast your net wide/wider 
give sb/sth a wide berth 
into the wide/wild blue 
yonder 
WIDEN 
broaden/widen sb's horizons 
WIDER 
cast your net wide/wider 
WIDOW 
agrass widow 
WIFE 
(all) the world and his wife 
WILD 


a wild card 
a wild-goose chase 
go hog wild 
into the wide/wild blue 
yonder 
sow your wild oats 
wild-card: see a wild card 
wild horses 
WILDERNESS 
a (lone) voice in the 
wilderness 
a voice crying in the 
wilderness 
in the wilderness 
WILDEST 
beyond your wildest dreams 
not in my wildest dreams 
WILDFIRE 
spread like wildfire 
WILL 
Where there's a will there's a 
way! 
with the best will in the world 
WILLIES 
give sb the creeps/willies 
WILLS 
a battle of wills 
WILLY-NILLY 
willy-nilly 
WIN 
earn/win your spurs 
May the best man win. 
win (sth) hands down 
win the day 
You can't win ‘em all. 
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You win some, you lose some. 
WIN-WIN 
a win-win situation: see a no- 
win situation 
WIND see also WINDS 
astraw in the wind 
be in the wind 
be pissing in/into the wind 
be spitting in/into the wind 
be three sheets to the wind 
break wind 
get a/your second wind 
get wind of sth 
get/put the wind up sb 
It's an ill wind (that blows 
nobody any good). 
leave sb to twist in the wind 
run like the wind 
sail close to the wind 
sail close to the wind 
see how the wind is blowing 
see which way the wind is 
blowing 
take the wind out of sb's sails 
throw caution to the wind(s) 
WINDMILLS 
tilt at windmills 
WINDOW 
goout (of) the window 
WINDS 
be scattered to the four winds 
WINE 
wine and dine sb 
WING 
beonthe wing 
ona wing and a prayer 
take sb under your wing 
under the wing of sth 
wingit 
wing your/its way 
WINGS 
be waiting in the wings 
clip sb's wings 
spread your wings 
try your wings 
WINK 
A nod's as good as a wink. 
as quick as a flash/wink 
not get a wink of sleep 
not sleep a wink 
tipsbthe wink 
WINKS 
forty winks 
WINNER 
be onto a winner 
WINTER 
in the dead of night/winter 
WIPE 
wipe the floor with sb 
wipe the slate clean: see a 
clean slate 
wipe the smile off sb’s face 
WIRE 
alive wire 
down to the wire 


under the wire 
WIRES 
get your lines/wires crossed 
WISDOM 
apearl of wisdom 
in his/her/ their (infinite) 
wisdom 
the conventional/received 
wisdom 
WISE 
a wise-ass 
a wise guy 
a wise head on young 
shoulders 
A word to the wise (is 
sufficient). 
It’s easy to be wise after the 
event. 


be none the wiser 
no one will be any the wiser 
sadder but wiser 
WISH 
a wish list 
1/You wouldn't wish sth on 
my/your worst enemy. 
wish the ground would 
swallow you up 
WISHFUL 
wishful thinking 
WIT see also WITS 
Sarcasm is the lowest form of 
wit. 
WITCH-HUNT 
a witch-hunt 
WITCHING 
the witching hour 
WITH 
be with child 
be with it 
with a capital [A/B/C etc.] 
with an eye to sth 
with bells on 
with (brass) knobs on 
With friends like that, who 
needs enemies? 
with it 
with money to burn: see have 
money to burn 
with one eye on sth/sb: see 
have/keep one eye on sth/sb 
with strings (attached): see no 
strings (attached) 
with your bare hands 
with your nose in the air 


WITHIN 
be within an ace of sth/doing 
sth: see come within an ace of 
sth/doing sth 


come within an ace of 
sth/doing sth 
WITHOUT 
beyond/without a shadow of a 
doubt 
without a backward glance 
without a care in the world: 
see not have a care in the 
world 
without a murmur 
without fail 
without further/more ado 
without so much as a by-your- 
leave 
WITNESS 
bear testimony/witness to 
sth 
wits 
a battle of wits 
be at your wits’ end 
frighten/scare sb out of their 
wits 
gather your wits 
have/keep your wits about you 
live by/on your wits 
pit your wits against sb/sth 
WIVES 
an old wives’ tale 
WOBBLER 
throw a wobbler/ wobbly 
WOBBLY 
throw a wobbler/wobbly 


WOLF 
alone wolf 
a wolf in sheep's clothing 
a wolf whistle 
cry wolf 
keep the wolf from the door 
wolf-whistle sb: see a wolf 
whistle 
WOLVES 
leave sb to the wolves 
throw sb to the wolves 
WOMAN 
afallen woman 
a kept man/woman 
aman/woman after your own 
heart 
aman/woman of means 
a man/woman of the world 
ascarlet woman 
a woman of her word 
be a fine figure of a 
man/woman 
be your own 
man/woman/ person 
Hell hath no fury (like a 
woman scorned). 
like a man/woman possessed 
make an honest woman of sb 
sb's right-hand man/woman 
the man/woman on the 
Clapham omnibus 
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the man/ woman/person in the 
street 
the man/woman/sth of your 
dreams 
the thinking man's/woman's 
crumpet 
You can't keep a good 
man/woman down. 
WOMEN 
think you are God's gift to 
women 
WON 
be half the battle (won) 
WONDER 
achinless wonder 
anine/one/seven-day wonder 
a one-hit wonder 
WONDERS 
work wonders 
WOOD see also WOODS 
can't see the wood for the trees 
dead wood 
knock (on) wood 
not be out of the wood/woods 
touch wood 
WOODEN 
Don't take any wooden 
nickels. 
the wooden spoon 
WOODS 
a babe in the woods 
neck of the woods 
not be out of the wood/woods 
WOODWORK 
come/crawl out of the 
woodwork 
WooL 
pull the wool over sb’s eyes 
wrap sb up in cotton wool 
WORD 
a buzz word 
adirty word 
a four-letter word 
aman of his word 
a woman of her word 
Aword to the wise (is 
sufficient). 
be as good as your word 
be the last word in sth 
by word of mouth 
for want of a better word 
from the word go 
get a word in edgeways 
get a word in edgewise 
have a word in sb's ear 
have the final/last word 
ina word 
Mum's the word. 
not believe a word of it 
not breathe a word 
not know the meaning of the 
word 
put ina good word for sb 
say the word 
sb's word is law 


WORK 


spread the word 

take sb at their word 

take sb's word for it 

the operative word 

There's many a true word 
Spoken in jest. 

weigh each word 

What's the magic word? 

won't hear a word (said) 
against sb/sth 

word for word 

WORDS 

a play on words 

a war of words 

Actions speak louder than 
words. 

be lost for words 

Famous last words. 

have to eat your words 

have words 

in so many words 

in words of one syllable 

make sb eat their words: see 
have to eat your words 

not mince (your) words 

put words in/into sb's mouth 

Sticks and stones may break 
my bones (but words will 
never hurt me). 

take the words out of sb's 
mouth 

weasel words 

weigh your words 

Words fail me! 

(You) mark my words. 

WORK see a/so WORKS 

All work and no play (makes 
Jack a dull boy). 

beanasty piece of work 

be all in a day's work 

build/get/work up a head of 
steam 

do sb’s dirty work 

donkey work 

drive/run/work yourself into 
the ground 

go/run/work like clockwork 

grunt work 

grunt work 

have your work cut out (for 
you) 


make hard work of sth/doing 


sth 
make light work of sth/doing 
sth 


make short work of sth 

Nice work if you can get it! 

perform/work miracles 

slog/sweat/work your guts out 

The devil finds work for idle 
hands. 

wear/work your fingers to the 
bone 

work a treat 

work against the clock 


WORKMAN 


work like a charm 
work like a dog/trojan 
work like magic 
work wonders 
work your arse/backside off 
work your ass/butt off 
work your socks off 
work your/its magic 
WORKMAN 
A bad workman blames his 
tools. 
WORKS 
give sb the works: see the 
(whole) works 
gum up the works 
put/throw a (monkey) wrench 
in the works 
put/throw a spanner in the 
works 
shoot the works 
the (whole) works 
WORLD 
aman/woman of the world 
a world of difference 
(all) the world and his wife 
be at peace with the world 
be dead to the world 
be in a world of your own 
be in another world 
be on top of the world 
be out of this world 
be the armpit of the 
world/universe 
be/live in a dream world 
come/go down in the world 
come/go up in the world: see 
come/go down in the world 
do sb the world of good 
have the cares/weight of the 
world on your shoulders 
have the world at your feet 
It takes all sorts (to make a 
world.) 
It's a small world. 
move down in the world 
move up in the world: see 
come/go down in the world 
not be long for this world 
not be the end of the world 
not have a care in the world 
not set the world on fire 
the four corners of the 
earth/world 
The hand that rocks the cradle 
(rules the world). 
the oldest profession (in the 
world) 
the world is your oyster 
think the world of sb 
What's the world coming to? 
with the best will in the world 
without a care in the world: see 
not have a care in the world 
your whole world came 
crashing down around you 
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your whole world (was) 
turned upside down 
WORLDS 
be worlds apart 
the best of both worlds 
the worst of both worlds: see 
the best of both worlds 
WORM 
a worm's eye view 
The early bird catches the 


worm. 
The worm has turned. 
WORMS 
acan of worms 
WORRIED 
be worried sick 
WORSE 
bea fate worse than death 
bethe worse for wear 
for better or (for) worse 
for better, for worse 
go from bad to worse 
sb's bark is worse than their 
bite 
take a turn for the worse 
WORST 
be your own worst enemy 
bring out the worst in sb: see 
bring out the best in sb 
I/You wouldn't wish sth on 
my/your worst enemy. 
if the worst comes to the 
worst 
if worst comes to worst 
the worst of both worlds: see 
the best of both worlds 
WORST-CASE 
the nightmare/worst-case 
scenario 
WORTH 
A bird in the hand (is worth 
two in the bush). 
any [judge/lawyer/teacher 
etc.] worth their salt 
be worth its/your weight in 
gold 
be worth your while 
It's more than my job's worth. 
make sth worth your while: 
see be worth your while 
not be worth a dime 
not be worth a fig 
not be worth a hill of beans 
not be worth the paper 
it's/they're printed/written 
on 
put your two cents (worth) 
in 
your two cents (worth): see put 
your two cents (worth) in 
WOULDN'T 
wouldn't dream of doing sth 
wouldn't harm/hurt a fly 
WOUND 
rub salt in/into the wound 


WOUNDS 
lick your wounds 
open/reopen old wounds 
WRACK 
go to rack/wrack and ruin 
WRAP 
drape/wrap yourself in the 
flag 
twist/wrap sb around/round 
your little finger 
wrap sb up in cotton wool 
WRAPS 
take the wraps off sth 
under wraps 
WRENCH 
put/throw a (monkey) wrench 
inthe works 
WRING 
I'll wring your neck! 
wring your hands 
WRINGER 
go through the wringer: see 
put sb through the wringer 
put sb through the wringer 
WRIST 
aslap on the wrist 
get your wrist slapped: see a 
slap on the wrist 
WRIT 
be writ large 
writ large 
WRITE 
be nothing much to write 
home about 
fit/write sth on the back of a 
postage stamp 
not much to write home 
about 
something to write home 
about: see be nothing much to 
write home about 
WRITING 
read/see the writing on the 
wall: see the writing is on the 
wall 
the writing is on the wall 
WRITTEN 
be written all over sb's face 
have sb's name written all 
over it 
It's written in the stars. 
not be worth the paper 
it's/they're printed/written 
on 
WRONG 
back the wrong horse 
be barking up the wrong 
tree 
be in the wrong 
be on the wrong end of sth 
be (on) the wrong side of 30/40 
etc. 
beonthe wrong track 
can't put a foot wrong: see not 
put a foot wrong 


Don't get me wrong. 

fall into the wrong hands 

find yourself on the wrong 
side of the law 

get (hold of) the wrong end of 
the stick 

get off/start off on the wrong 
foot 

geton the wrong side of the 
law 

get out of bed on the wrong side 

get up on the wrong side of the 
bed 

go down the wrong way 

not put a foot wrong 

rub sb the wrong way 

rub sb up the wrong way 

take sth the wrong way 

the other/ wrong side of the 
tracks 

WROTE 
That’s all she wrote! 
YANK 
pull/yank sb's chain 
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YARDS 
gothe whole nine yards 
the whole nine yards 
YEAR 
from/since the year dot 
from/since the year one 
the seven year itch 
YEARS 
autumn years 
be light years away 
belight years away from sth 
donkey's years 
put years on sb 
take years off sb: see put years 
on sb 
YELLOW 
yellow journalism 
YELLOW-BELLIED 
yellow-bellied 
YES 
ayes man 
YESTERDAY 
I/he/she wasn't born 
yesterday! 


ZOO 


YONDER 
into the wide/wild blue 
yonder 
You 
you name it 
YOUNG 
a wise head on young 
shoulders 
an old head on young 
shoulders 
young blood 
z 


from A toZ 
zs 

catch/cop/get some z's 
ZERO-SUM 

azero-sum game 
ZONE 

thetwilight zone 


zoo 
It's feeding time at the 
zoo! 


More than 1000 common 


phrases and idioms 
presented through day-to- 


day handy dialogues 


Speak English Like a Native 


Advanced English 
Conversations 


Speak English Like a Native 


Forward 


You may have asked yourself whether there is some effective method that can make you speak 
English fluently, efficiently and with confidence. 


Well, there is such a method! 

ACTIVE ENGLISH will first and foremost help you gain mastery and command of those tricky 
idioms and phrases that are so common in English. In this book you are going to be 
acquainted with 100 active dialogues that present the language functionally. In other words, 
you are going to learn exactly where and how to use the phrases effortlessly and with ease. 


All you need to do is to do the exercises below the dialogues and subsequently create similar 
dialogues on your own. This will integrate the phrases in your head in the form of a network. 
As a result, you are expected to master all the idioms and the phrases practically. 


ACTIVE ENGLISH is designed to make a difference in the field of acquiring English as a 
Second Language. 


READ & SUCCEED 


A jump. ITY chance 
t Pi Lets. not BOE. pu] breath 


"pre rns 
t to be a blessing in dis 


icken after he got a sideswip e 
ssary stuff 


Set (1) - I've swallowed the bait 
Dialogue 


: What's wrong with you these days John? You have always kept your nose clean! 
: It’s all a hoax . I must admit that I've swallowed the bait . 
: How come ! 


: Unfortunately; I barked up the wrong tree when I counted on Jessie. It turned 
out that she had also been planning to get rid of me. 


Mike : Oh; I don't believe it. That's pathetic . 


Vocabulary 


Keep one's nose clean : to stay out of trouble. 

A hoax : a plan to deceive someone. 

Swallow the bait : to respond to someone's actions or words in the way that they intended. 
How come : used to ask about the reason for something. 

Bark up the wrong tree : to be wrong about the reason for something or the way to achieve 
something. 

Count on : to depend on someone or expect something. 

Turn out : prove to be the case. 

Get rid of : take action so as to be free of (a troublesome or unwanted person or thing). 
Pathetic : making you feel sad or upset. 


Exercise; 


Fill in the gaps with the appropriate phrases: 

keep one's nose clean how come 

bark up the wrong tree a hoax swallow the bait 
turn out count on get rid of pathetic 


. Vic made a isrener eese attempt to apologize. 

. If there's anything I can do, ................... esses me. 

SO iedues teneis you got an invitation and not me? 

. He described the deception as a cruel ................ 

. The bomb threat ......................... to be a hoax. 

. He's a shrewd fox! He won't ...................sssss this easy. 

. He shook the blankets vigorously to ................... the dust. 

. Sid's got to sinceri naian or he'll end up back in prison. 

"T when I applied to such good colleges with my average grades. 


eKsemoad oe 


Set (2) - Let bygones be bygones 
Dialogue 


Anne : Our agent's let us down and spilled the beans . Our secret recipe is the talk of 
the town right now. 
Suzan : Well, no wonder . Excuse me Anne; but you're having a taste of your own 


medicine . You've already played a trick on your boss to get the job. 
Anne : Let's skip it and let bygones be bygones . 


Suzan : Then, treat me to a coffee. 


Vocabulary 


Let someone down : to fail to support or help someone as they had hoped 

Spill the beans : to tell people secret information. 

The talk of the town : to be what everyone is talking about. 

No wonder : it is not surprising. 

To have a taste of one's own medicine : when someone gets the same bad treatment that 
he has been giving others. 

Play a trick on : to deceive someone. 

Skip it : used to say that one does not want to do something, talk about something, etc. 

Let bygones be bygones: to allow the unpleasant things that have happened in the past be 
forgotten. 

Treat (someone or oneself) to (something): to pay for or provide something to someone or 
oneself as a special gift or treat. 


Exercise ; 
Fill in the gaps with the appropriate expressions: 


let someone down no wonder spill the beans 
the talk of the town to have a taste of one's own medicine 
play a trick on skip it let bygones be bygones 


treat (someone or oneself) to (something) 
a. I've heard enough about your job, so............. ! 


b. He got... eee sete een when she decided to turn up late. 

c. John and Marta ........ LT NOR a delightful evening at their home. 
d. uie he is not hungry; he has been eating sweets all day. 
e. They decided to ...................... and made peace with each other. 
I. Shi... ice him out of sheer devilment. 

g. He was ................ and many newspapers printed his lectures. 

h. Trust her to ................... , She never could keep a secret. 

i. The team didn't want to ................. the coach. 


Answers 


Set (3) - Live within your means 
Dialogue 


Eric : It'S such a shame we are so broke . Everyone is splurging out there; I feel like two 
cents. 
Carl : Tomorrow is our pay day and we're going to be loaded . Aren't we? 


Eric : What we earn is just a drop in the ocean compared to Steven. 
Carl : That guy is born with a golden spoon in his mouth . It's time you came down to 
earth and learned how to live within your means. 


Vocabulary 


Broke : (adj) having little or no money. 

Splurge : (v) spend (money) freely or extravagantly. 

Feel like two cents : to have a feeling of complete worthlessness or unimportance. 
Loaded : (adj) having a lot of money; wealthy. 

A drop in the ocean: a very small amount. 

Born with a golden spoon in one's mouth : Born into a wealthy family. 

Come down to earth : to become realistic. 

Live within one's means : to spend less or only as much money as one is earning. 


Exercise; 
Fill in the gaps with appropriate expressions : 


live within one's means splurge 
loaded a drop inthe ocean feel like two cents 
come down to earth broke 


born with a golden spoon in one's mouth 


a. I'm glad to have finally broken up with Steven, he always made me ....... 

b. Billionaires swarmed into Nice to ....... millions during the summer holidays. 

c. Most of the students at the exclusive private college were ......... 

d. Her new boyfriend's absolutely .................. 

e. We're just ................. compared to the big investors 

f. He began to save money when he finally learned to ................ 

g. I was excited to book a vacation, but I ......... when I checked my nearly-depleted bank 
account. 

h. He went .............. owing two million pounds 


Answers 


Set (4) - Fed up with cutting corners 
Dialogue 


Mary : The New Year is just around the corner . It's time to shop around for bargains. 
Suzan : Yeah, you're right. Everything is sky-high nowadays and I'm fed up with cutting 
corners just to make ends meet . 


Mary : Why don't you cut down on smoking then? 
Suzan : You may say I’m making excuses . But it does give me some solace . 
Mary : Get out of here ! 


Vocabulary 


Around the corner: very near. 

Shop around: to go to several shops before you decide what to buy. 
Sky-high: very high. 

To be fed up with: annoyed, unhappy, or bored, especially with a situation that has existed 
for a long time. 

Cut corners: do something perfunctorily so as to save time or money. 
Make ends meet: to have enough money to buy what you need to live. 
Cut down on: to do or use less of something. 

Make an excuse : to give a reason for doing something you shouldn't do. 
Give solace: to help and comfort when you are feeling sad or worried. 
Get out of here !: used to express disbelief. 


Exercise 


Fill in the gaps with the appropriate expression; 

cut corners sky-high make ends meet cut down on 
around the corner shop around be fed up with 

give solace get out of here make an excuse 


Cr— . She would never say such a thing about me. 

b. When you're buying a flight, you should always ............. for the best deal. 

c. One approved applicant has a dazzling credit report with a ......... rating. 

d. The Chancellor of the Exchequer says that economic recovery is just .......... 

e. Rail passengers .............. cancellations and delays. 

f. The government ............... when they built the school with bad materials, and put everyone 
in danger. 

g. She .............. all sorts of .......... for not getting her work done 

h. They could hardly ................ and their debts were piling up. 

i. Music was the only thing to ........... him ........... during his illness. 


Answers 


Set (5) - He should crack the whip 
Dialogue 


Mike : Why are you down in the dumps ? 
Suzan : Carl has foiled all our plans . I was going to take a few days off work but he 
turned down my request on the pretext of a due deadline and that they cannot do 


without me for the time being. 

Mike : You're kidding ! If your husband heard that, he would hit the ceiling . 

Suzan : He must step in and put a stop to Carl's arrogance. He's the company's owner 
after all and he should crack the whip . 


Vocabulary 


Down in the dumps : discouraged, depressed, or sad. 

Foil a plan : to spoil a plan; to cause it to fail. 

Take time off : to take a break from one's employment or school. 

Turn down : to refuse someone's request. 

On the pretext of : a false reason used to explain why you are doing something. 
A due deadline : the time something should be delivered. 

Do without : to manage without. 

For the time being : for the present; until some other arrangement is made. 
You're kidding : You cannot be serious; I don't believe it; this can't be true. 

Hit the ceiling : to explode in anger; to go crazy. 

Step in : to become involved in a difficult situation, especially in order to help. 
Put a stop to : to cause to end. 

After all : used to add information that shows that what you have just said is true. 
Crack the whip : to use your authority to make someone else behave better or work harder. 


Exercise 


Fill in the gaps with the appropriate expressions: 


take time off turn down on the pretext of 

down in the dumps hit the ceiling after all 
crack the whip do without Step in 

You're kidding for the time being 

a due deadline foil a plan Put a stop to 


Bi E keit: me! That guy couldn't manage his way out of a paper bag! 
b. I'm going to ............ the corruption in this department once and for all! 
c. For partnership returns, the ....... is March 15 and the 15th day of the third month. 
d. He spun some tale about needing to ..................... work. 

e. The world is but a little place, ......................... 

f. We can't ................. the help of your organization. 

g. He asked her to marry him but she ....... him .....uuus 

h. She's been ................. ever since she lost the match 

i. Man, my old lady is really ................... on me to get the lawn mowed. 

j. He used to spend hours at her house ......... giving her Japanese lessons. 
k. Dad will ................. when he finds out I've left school. 

l. Palace officials asked the government to ...................... 

m. Fortunately, the police were able to ......... the kidnapper's ................ 


Answers 


Set (6) - I just couldn't put up with those silly pranks 
Dialogue 


Eric : Did you enjoy the show? 

David : No, it was rubbish . Wasn't it? 

Eric : I just couldn't put up with those silly pranks ; they just weren't my cup of tea , 
but I had to stick it out because I was with two of my friends. 


David : Well, make sure you see the trailers next time. 

Eric : Can you do me a favor and cancel tonight's tickets. The whole thing is a kind of 
pouring money down the drain . 

David : With pleasure . 


Vocabulary 


Rubbish : (noun) something that is of bad quality. 

Put up with : to tolerate; endure. 

Prank : (noun) a trick that is intended to be funny. 

Not one's cup of tea : not what one likes or is interested in. 

Stick it out : to continue to the end of a difficult or unpleasant situation. 

Trailer : (noun) a series of extracts from a film or broadcast, used for advance publicity. 
Do someone a favor : to do something for someone as an act of kindness. 

Pour money down the drain : to waste money; to throw money away. 

With pleasure : gladly (used to express polite agreement or acceptance). 


Exercise; 


Fill in the gaps with the appropriate expressions; 
rubbish put up with prank 

not one's cup of tea stick it out trailer 

do someone a favor pour money down the drain 
with pleasure 


a. He hates the job but he has to ............ because he needs the money. 

b. A. Take these guys to jail right away. B. .................... 

c.Isawa .......... for the new series of "Game of Thrones" last night. 

d. I thought I'd save some cash buying a second-hand car, but I've .................. trying to get it 
working 

e. The incident was a ................. that went wrong. 

f. Only a saint can .................. her children. 

g. Thank you for the invitation, but long-distance cycling just ............ 

h. The food at that restaurant is complete .................. 

Í Hey, ecc and take these bags into the kitchen while I get the others from the car. 


Answers 


Set (7) - She's a whistleblower 
Dialogue 


Sam : I can’t believe how Clare goes around with Alice. 

Kathy : Why is that? What’s wrong with Alice? 

Sam : She’s a whistleblower and she rats on others in her department. 
Kathy : Then, we have to warn Clare as soon as possible lest she slips up . 


Sam : Yeah, the sooner the better . 
Kathy : Actually! I’m afraid Clare is the villain of the piece but not the other way round. 
Obviously; she is covering up by spreading rumors about Alice. 


Sam : You don't say ! 


Vocabulary 


Go around with : to go places and do things with a particular person. 

A whistleblower : a person who tells someone in authority about what is happening. 
Rat on : to inform on (someone). 

Lest : for fear that. 

Slip up : make a careless error. 

The sooner the better : right away; the sooner something [referred to] gets done, the better things 
will be. 

You know what : used to indicate that one will say something interesting or surprising. 
The villain of the piece : is someone seen as being the cause of trouble. 

The other way round : the opposite of what is expected or supposed. 

Cover up : to prevent people from discovering mistakes or unpleasant facts. 

Spread rumors : to spread unverified information of uncertain origin 

You don't say : used to express amazement or disbelief. 


Exercise; 
Fill in the gaps with the appropriate expressions; 


go around with whistleblower rat on 

lest slip up the sooner the better 

you know what the villain of the piece you don't say 

the other way round cover up spread rumors 

a. He tried to .............. his mistakes but in vain. 

b. When you oil your beard, don't oil it too much, ......... it soil your clothing. 

c. If he is indeed ................ , as the police claim he is, he should have been more carefully 
watched. 

d: He... eim some of the local lads. 

e. The ............ was fired for exposing the conditions in mental hospitals. 

f. Some people even ............ and fabricated stories with ulterior political motives. 
g. Wow, it looks like the accountants must have really ............ this time. 


h. A; "She ran off with another man." B; '.................. n 

i. Sometimes I cook and she does the dishes and sometimes it is .......... 
j. The kidnapper is a man we must catch and ...................... 

k. iium ! I've got a feeling that she won't show up. 

l. The criminal ................ his accomplices to avoid jail time. 


Answers 


Set (8) - AIL I need is a bit more leeway 
Dialogue 


Sam : I’m racking my brains to find a way to get the work done before noon. 

Kathy : I will give you a hand . I didn't know you were hard up . 

Sam : Honestly; I've had enough of this job and I'm doing my best to get a better one so 
that I can stand on my feet . 


Kathy : You mean you are going to change you line of work ! 
Sam : No, not at all. All I need is a bit more leeway . I just feel that I'm boxed-in inside 
this office. I need some space and a change of air . 


Kathy: Go for it ! 


Vocabulary 


Rack ones brains : to make a great effort to think of or remember something. 
Give someone a hand : to help, aid, or assist. 

Hard up : (adj.) in desperate need of something. 

Have enough of (something/ someone) : used when somebody/something is annoying you 
and you no longer want to do, have or see them/it. 

Do one's best : to do all one can. 

Stand on one's feet : to be financially independent or physically healthy again. 
Line of work : the principal activity in your life that you do to earn money. 
Leeway : the amount of freedom to move or act that is available. 

Boxed-in : to be restricted or feeling stuck due to one's limited options. 

A change of air : a different climate, as a means of improving one's health. 

Go for it : Go ahead! Give it a good try! 


Exercise; 
Fill in the gaps with the appropriate expressions; 


rack ones brains give someone a hand hard up 

have enough of do one's best stand on one's feet 

line of work leeway boxed-in 

a change of air go for it 

a: MY aseesinaine is entirely unrelated to politics. 

b. To the sick the doctors wisely recommend ............... and scenery. 

c. She is always ............. because she doesn't lay out her money wisely. 
d. A; "I'm thinking of applying for that job." B ; "..................... E 

e. She'll have to get a job and learn to ...................... Sooner or later. 

f. I've been .................... trying to recall where we put the key. 

g. We have a little ............ to make up here and there in efficiency, but we are more or less all 
right 

h. Please ......... all our dedicated volunteers ......... for their hard work. 
i. Clare moved to the countryside because she felt ............... 

j. My father always .................. to meet our needs. 

k. It's time to get rid of this piece of junk. I’ve ......................sssss It. 


Answers 


Set (9) - Determination pays off 
Dialogue 


Bill : Sally is dropping out of school. She's getting married in two weeks. 

Mike : She's a nitwit if she thinks that marriage is a picnic . That's no joke . 

Bill : But, her husband is a business tycoon . He's going to back her up for good . 

Mike : Well, I have to change my mind . It makes sense to take shortcuts to success in 


this tough and rough world. 
Bill : I remember when she said that she would make her dreams come true one way or 
another. 


Mike : I must admit that determination pays off ! 


Vocabulary 


Drop out of : to abandon a course of study. 

Nitwit : (adj) idiot. 

A picnic : a pleasant and easy activity. 

No joke : a difficult or serious matter: 

Tycoon : a wealthy, powerful person in business or industry. 
Back someone up : to support 

For good : permanently; forever. 

Change one's mind : to adopt a different opinion or plan. 
Make sense : be intelligible, justifiable, or practicable. 
Take shortcuts : a method or means of doing something more directly and quickly than and 
often not so thoroughly as by ordinary procedure. 

One way or another : in any way that is possible 

Pay off : to yield good results; succeed. 


Exercise; 
Fill in the gaps with the appropriate expressions ; 


drop out of nitwit picnic no joke 

tycoon back someone up for good 

change one's mind make sense take shortcuts 

one way or another pay off 

a. I never liked mushrooms before, but you really .................. with this dish. 
b. Its ore when your brakes fail on the motorway. 

c. I have hopes that my perseverance will .................. one day. 


d. After she found out about his latest relapse with drugs, she decided it was best to leave him 
. Early pacemakers often ..................... a race before the finish. 

. After all, he became a ........... as well as a doctor; he must be rolling in money. 

g. I've tried asking him but his explanations aren't ......................... 

h. That job was no .......... . They gave us a hard time indeed. 

i. Don't bea ................ —wear a seat belt! 

j. We'll get out of this mess ...................eeeseeees 

k. Mistakes were made because too many ........... WETE ........eeeessee 

l. My family ...................... in my fight for compensation. 


mo 


Answers 


Set (10) - They must be bugging us! 
Dialogue 


Emily : Enough already (1)! I heard you the first time! 

Julie : Fair enough ! If I were in your shoes , I would also be out of my mind. 

Emily : How on earth do you give away (1) such secrets about our business? 

Julie : Believe it or not . Someone else, other than me and you, has already (2) informed 


them about our plans. 

Emily : Already ? (3) Who on earth could be that third party ? 

Julie : They must be bug ging us or else how will they figure out that we are giving away 
(2) free samples? 


Vocabulary 


Already (1): used as an intensifier to express exasperation or impatience. 

Fair enough : used to admit that something is reasonable or acceptable. 

In one's shoes : in someone's else place or situation. 

Out of one's mind : to be crazy and irrational. 

On earth : used after question words to emphasize that you are surprised or annoyed. 
Give away (1): to tell information or facts that you should keep secret. 

Believe it or not : this is surprising but true (Used to introduce a surprising fact) 
Other than: apart from; except. 

Already (2): previously 

Already (3): so soon. 

Third party : a third person other than the two involved. 

Bug : to place or hide a listening device inside something. 

Or else : used to say what will happen if another thing does not happen 

Give away (2): give people stuff without pay. 


Exercise; 
Fill in the gaps with the appropriate expressions; 


already (impatience) fair enough in one's shoes 

out of one's mind on earth give away (inform) 
believe it or not other than already (previously) 
already (so soon) third party bug 

or else give away (donate) 


a. The sharing of information with the .................... is required. 

b. A. "Unless you finish your homework you can’t to go outside." B. "......... 
c. What's the matter? Are you quitting ................ ? 

d. Make sure you aren't .................. while talking to them. 

e. Holidays .............. those in this brochure do not have free places for children. 
f. Make sure you are strapped in very well, ................ you will fall out. 

g. My head is spinning. Be quiet .................. ! 

hi diee ,lended up painting the house myself. 

i. He decided to .................. everything he possessed to charities. 

j- Don't. cete the content of this session, please. 

k . Never mind me! I've ................. had plenty of cookies. 

1. If I were ...................... , I'd probably want an explanation. 

m. I must have been ................. when I agreed to join them! 

n. Who .............. is Mike? Is he the owner? 


Answers 


Set (11) - They can serve a purpose 
Dialogue 


Emily : What have you got in that box? 

Julie : Some odds and ends . They can serve a purpose when I go out of town . 
Emily : I admire those handy and practical people. They are really dependable . 
Julie : Aren't you buttering me up? 


Emily : Far from it. You just remind me of my uncle. He was literally a Jack-of-all-trades 
. He used to spend the lion's share of his time fixing stuff. 

Julie : Why don't you introduce me to him? At least we have something in common. 
Emily : Don't hold your breath . He passed away years ago. 


Vocabulary 


Odds and ends : miscellaneous articles or remnants. 

Serve a purpose : to have a use. 

Out of town : away from home; out of one's town of residence. 

Dependable: (adjective): trustworthy and reliable. 

Butter up : to praise or flatter someone in order to make him or her more receptive or 
willing. 

Far from it : no; not at all; almost the opposite is true. 

Literally : in a literal manner or sense; exactly. 

Jack-of-all-trades : (noun) someone who can do many different jobs. 

The lion's share : the largest part of something. 

Have something in common : to share the same interests. 

Don't hold your breath : to tell someone that an event is not likely to happen. 
Pass away : to die. 


Exercise; 
Fill in the gaps with the appropriate expressions; 


odds and ends serve a purpose out of town 
dependable butter up farfrom it pass away 
literally Jack-of-all-trades the lion's share 
have something in common don't hold your breath 


a. Mike repairs cars, he paints houses, he makes furniture. He's a real .......... 

b. She was ............. at the end of her rope, so flight into the woods was unwise. 
c. Men ............... , but their deeds abide. 

d. She put in some clothes................... , and make-up. 

e. He's established himself as a .................. source of information. 

f. A; “Do I think you need to replace this car?" B; ".............. . It works like a clock." 
g. We don't have a spading fork but this shovel should ....................... 

h. The bank has to ........ investors because it is in a fiercely competitive market. 
i. She said she'd get back to us, but ...................... ! 

j. The ball club will be playing ....................... next week. 

k. They are wasting ..................... of their income by paying rents. 

1. Bob and Mary ........... a lot ............. .I can see why they like each other. 


Answers 


Set (12) - University is a thing of the past! 
Dialogue 


Sally : I'm sure my university days seem happier in retrospect than they really were. 
Doesn't that sound weird? 

Mark : Well, go easy on yourself. University is a thing of the past! 

Sally : Go easy on the popcorn then; we are running short of it already. 


Mark : I always teach you to see the beauty of life, but all you teach me is to hold a 
grudge. 

Sally : Don't you see that you're pushing it ! I'll throw you out unless you watch your 
words. 

Mark: Why does it always end up like that? 


Vocabulary 


In retrospect : thinking now about something in the past. 

Go easy on someone : to treat someone in a gentle way. 

A thing of the past : a thing that no longer happens or exists. 

Go easy on (something) : to not take or use too much of something. 

Run short of (something): something that no longer happens. 

Hold a grudge : not let it go when you feel someone's insulted or wronged you. 
Push it : to continue to do or to try to do something when one should stop. 
Unless : if not 

Watch one's words : be careful about what you say. 

End up : to finally be in a particular place or situation. 


Exercise; 
Fill in the gaps with the appropriate expressions; 


in retrospect go easy on someone 

athing of the past go easy on (something) 

run short of hold a grudge 

push it unless watch one's words end up 


a. I promise to think over your proposal, but don't ................. 

b. If he carries on driving like that, he'll ............. Dead. 

or , the old man wished he had traveled more during his younger days. 

d. Their bodies MAY esee calcium and magnesium. 

e. Jane still .................... against me for refusing to lend her some money. 

i EE E otherwise you might get into trouble! 

g. I won't pay ............. you provide the goods immediately. 

h. The doctor told me to .................. the spicy food for a while. 

Dooe Bill. He’s still too young to manage that on his own. 

j. Those stores are ............... —their parent company filed bankruptcy a few years ago. 


Answers 


Set (13) - Quit keeping up with the Joneses 
Dialogue 


Steve : Why don't you mind your own business and quit keeping up with the Joneses ? 
You're just wasting your time. 

Tom : Because of my wife. She keeps moaning and squawking about money. 

Steve : Some people are bound to learn it the hard way. I can't stand hearing such 


nonsense. 
Tom : I've tried hard to point out the fact that we different but to no avail . She is a 
jealous woman. Isn't she your sister? Why don't you talk her round ? 

Steve : What? Sure, it’s getting overcast . Isn't it? I had better get home before it gets 
dark. 


Vocabulary 

Mind your own business : to concern oneself only with what is of interest to oneself and not 
interfere in the affairs of others. 

Keep up with the Joneses : try to equal your neighbors' lifestyle. 

Moan : to complain. 

squawk : to complain. 

To be bound to do something : Be certain or destined to do something. 

Learn something the hard way : to discover what you need to know through experience or 
by making mistakes. 

Can't stand : to hate; to dislike. 

Point out : to explain or to tell someone something. 

To no avail : without success. 

Talk someone round : to convince; to persuade. 

Overcast : (of the sky or weather) marked by a covering of grey cloud; dull. 


Exercise; 
Fill in the gaps with the appropriate expressions ; 


mind your own business keep up with the Joneses 
moan squawk be bound to do something overcast 
learn something the hard way can't stand 

point out to no avail talk someone round 


a. The baby never stopped ................. all night. 

b. All his shouting was .................. ; no one could hear him, 

c. I know how to deal with my problems. You better .................... 
Lm it when she leaves her dirty socks on the floor. 

e. We were all .................. about the cold, rainy weather. 

f. Toward evening the sky became ................ and it began to thaw. 
g. Don't resist young boy! You ....................... es to lose. 

h. She tried in vain to ................... to him the unfairness of his actions. 
i. How you could ................... ? he was very decided! 

j. Starting your own business is really tough. I had to .................. 
k. I'm thinking about getting a third car, just to ....... eee 


Answers 


Set (14) - Please do and get me off the hook! 
Dialogue 


Diana : You're clueless about how to deal with your new assignment. Aren't you? 
Anne : Yeah. I'm completely helpless. 
Diana : Never mind , I'll work overtime and show you the ropes . I know this type of 


things inside out . Or probably I can take over tomorrow. 

Anne : Please do and get me off the hook! 

Diana : Well; I have got a full plate today . I'll give you a hand tomorrow. Okay? 
Anne : Thanks Diana. You've truly saved the day ! 


Vocabulary 


Clueless : no nothing about 

Deal with : to take action to do something, especially to solve a problem. 

Never mind : not to worry or not to be upset about something. 

Overtime : extra hours that someone works at their job. 

Show someone the ropes : to teach someone how to do something. 

Know something inside out: know something very thoroughly. 

Take over : to begin to have control of something. 

Get someone off the hook : to get out of the awkward or unpleasant situation that they are 
1n. 

Have a full plate : o have a schedule or workload that is filled to capacity with obligations, 
tasks, or problems. 

Save the day : find or provide a solution to a difficulty or disaster. 


Exercise; 
Fill in the gaps with the appropriate expressions; 


clueless deal with never mind 

overtime show someone the ropes save the day 

know something inside out take over 

get someone off the hook have a full plate 

a. He was doing a lot of .................... to save for his vacation. 

b. They resent any hint that he will be ............... because of his privileged position. 
c. The new president is certainly going to ................ when he gets into office. 


d. They had forgotten the knife to cut the wedding cake, but Elizabeth arrived with one and 


e. We must .................... the situation before it gets out of hand. 

f. If you study this material for weeks, you'll ................. by the test date. 
g. He will ...................... the project from me when I go on leave. 

h. The kids were so perceptive at one moment and ...................... the next. 
i. Jack has been here for years - he'll ............................. 

j. I want to get this for your kids, .................... the cost! 


Answers 


Set (15) - You mean she was pulling my leg! 
Dialogue 


Jack : Don't be such a gullible person. Did you truly believe that Jessie got the tender for 
the hospital project? 

Tony : You mean she was pulling my leg ! 

Jack : Without doubt. I don't deny that she is an ambitious girl and bold enough to go to 


extremes but this deal is definitely beyond her means . 

Tony : Then, she making fun of me! 

Jack : Not exactly. She is trying to get you worked up so that you give up trying. 
Tony : She is such a dirty rat ! 


Vocabulary 


Gullible : (adj) easily persuaded to believe something; credulous. 

Pull someone's leg : to deceive someone playfully; tease someone. 

Without doubt : Without question; certainly; definitely. 

Go to extremes : to do something much more than is usual or reasonable. 

Beyond one's means : beyond (or within) one's budget or income. 

Make fun of someone : to mock or direct insults at someone or something. 

Worked up : (adj) upset or very excited about something. 

Give up : to stop trying to do something before you have finished. 

Dirty rat : Any malicious act against you or your friends can qualify the perpetrator to be 
called a dirty rat. 


Exercise; 
Fill in the gaps with the appropriate expressions; 


gullible pull someone's leg without doubt 
go to extremes beyond one's means dirty rat 
make fun of someone worked up give up 


a. So you've changed sides! That's not fair. You ............... ! 

b. The ............... woman gave all her money to a fake charity. 

c. He was very worked up about seeing his family again after so many years. 
d. A second vacation this year is well ........................ 


[o —X Karl's ........... when I said Marissa wanted to go out with him. 
f. You can .................... me all you want, but I love these shoes. 

g. I hope you won't .................. playing the piano after that defeat. 

h. She had ..................... to avoid seeing him. 

i. He was .................... the very worst kind of reporter. 


Answers 


Set (16) - This is a hard pill to swallow 
Dialogue 


Jessie : I've been meaning to paint the shed all summer, but I keep letting it ride . 
Rebecca : Why is the delay? Unless you take action soon, it's going to run down and 
collapse in a few days. 

Jessie : I'm just in no mood to lift a finger . I just feel lonely and this is a hard pill to 


swallow. 

Rebecca : Oh, poor Jessie. Your recent break-up must have ruined you. 

Jessie : On top of that I'm getting more and more absent-minded . Yesterday I had a 
near miss . I was almost hit by a truck. 


Rebecca : That's awful. 


Vocabulary 


Let it ride : take no immediate action over something. 

Take action : do something to achieve an aim or deal with a problem. 

Run down : gradually deteriorate (or cause to deteriorate) in quality. 

In no mood to do something : not feeling like doing or experiencing something. 
Lift a finger : make the slightest effort to do something. 

A hard pill to swallow : something that is difficult to accept. 

Break-up : the end of a relationship. 

On top of that : In addition to; besides. 

Absent-minded : (adj) distracted; forgetful or inattentive 

A near miss : a narrowly avoided collision or other accident. 


Exercise; 
Fill in the gaps with the appropriate expressions ; 


let it ride take action run down 

in no mood to do something lift a finger 

a hard pill to swallow break-up 

on top of that absent-minded a near miss 


a. That my own son could have done something so horrible is ................. 
b. Without much care, the property had been allowed to ................. 


c. She turned to drugs after the ..................... of her marriage. 

d. He drove like a maniac. We had one ................. after another. 

e. Don't bother with it now. ................... for a day or two 

f. keep it down; boys! Mother is ....................... put up with our arguing. 

g. She is a very .................... child who forgets things and loses things. 

h. Jane told Bill he was dull. ..................... , she said he was unfriendly. 

i. If there is a breach of regulations, You're supposed to ............... right away. 


j. She does all the work in the house. Nobody else .................... 


Answers 


Set (17) - It seems to have vanished into thin air! 
Dialogue 


John : Can't you wipe those crumbs from your mouth? You're turning my stomach! 

Tom: Oops, sorry! 

John : You know what? The children are up to something . They keep sneaking into and 
out the kitchen every now and then . I'm starting to smell a rat. 


Tom : Alright, I'll go and take a look. 

John: OMG . Where is my wallet? Tom; leave the kids alone and come back. 

Tom : What's wrong with you. 

John : My wallet disappeared. It was beside the television. I've searched for it everywhere 
but it seems to have vanished into thin air ! 


Vocabulary 


Turn one's stomach : To cause one to become nauseated or disgusted. 

To be up to something : doing something wrong or secret. 

Sneak into; To enter some place in a quiet, sneaky, inconspicuous manner. 
Sneak out : to leave furtively and stealthily. 

Every now and then : from time to time; occasionally. 

Smell a rat : to begin to suspect trickery or deception. 

OMG : used to express surprise, excitement, disbelief, etc. 

Leave someone alone : to refrain from disturbing or interfering with someone. 
Vanish into thin air : to disappear suddenly and completely. 


Exercise; 
Fill in the gaps with the appropriate expressions; 


turn one's stomach to be up to something 
sneak into sneak out every now and then 
smell a rat OMG 

leave someone alone vanish into thin air 


a.i ! If my parents find out they will go mad! 

b. When he died, investigators were called in and soon .................. 

c. The sight of Joe eating raw fish is enough to ........................ 

d. She'll manage very well if you just ......................... 

e. To everyone's complete surprise, in a few minutes the ship ......................... 
f. Steve's putting on a smile. I bet he's ................... 


g. The burglar ................. without making a sound. 
h. The lecture was boring and many students ................... 
i. We still meet for lunch ...................... , but not as often as we used to. 


Answers 


Set (18) - I’ve already greased his palm 
Dialogue 


Carl : Hey Alice! You look pleased with yourself today. What's up? 

Alice : I'm gonna meet the mayor. It's such a big deal (1) for me because I will ask him to 
grant me an exception. 

Carl : Big deal ! (2) Seriously! 

Alice : You know I need to get a license for the new shop. I bet he won't disappoint me and 


we'll find some loophole for this issue. 

Carl : Don't be very overoptimistic. I heard he's such a big-headed guy. 

Alice : Leave it to me . I’ve already greased his palm . Oh, by the way, I heard your team 
won last night - congrats! 

Carl : No big deal ! we were against a pretty weak team. But thanks all the same ! 


Vocabulary 


Big deal (1): something important. 

Big deal (2): used to express one's contempt for something regarded as impressive or 
important by another person. 

I bet : used for saying that you are sure about something. 

A loophole : a means of escape or evasion, esp. a means or opportunity of evading a law, 
contract, etc. 

Big-headed : (adj) conceited or arrogant. 

Leave it to me : let me handle it or take care of it. 

Greased one's palm : to bribe. 

No big deal : not important. 

All the same: despite what has just been said. 


Exercise; 
Fill in the gaps with the appropriate expressions; 


big deal (important) big deal (contempt) I bet 
loophole big-headed leave it to me 
grease one's palm no big deal all the same 


a. She knew they had meant it kindly, but it had hurt ....................... 

b. What an arrogant, ................... man, she thought. 

c. They don't make a ................. out of minor irritations. 

d. "I'll give you an allowance,” he said. '................... , she thought 

e. To get that kind of job or promotion you would have to ................... 

f. Good for her! She took advantage of a ................... in the tax law. 

g. I acted like it was....................... , When really it was breaking my heart. 
h. Boss : I need someone to get my wife when she arrives from the airport. 
Employee : ........................ 

i. Why is your face all bruised! ......... you were in the middle of a fight. 


Answers 


Set (19) - Thinking out of the box pays dividends! 
Dialogue 


Carl : Good opportunities always come my brother's way , whether he works hard for 
them or not. Sounds like things are looking up for him all the time. 

Alice : No wonder. He thinks out of the box and he doesn't mind taking on more 
responsibility. In short, Steven is cut out to be a leader. 


Carl : You've got a point there! Thinking out of the box pays dividends! 
Alice : For the record , I've made up my mind to get married and settle down. 
arl: Really? What wonderful news! Obviously, I'm the only loser here. 


Alice : Cheer up , man. Things are bound to look up sooner or later. 


Vocabulary 


Come one's way : present itself, happen to. 

Things are looking up: things are improving or becoming better. 

Think out of the box : to think differently, unconventionally, or from a new perspective. 
Not to mind doing something: to be happy or willing to do something. 

To be cut out to be/for something: To be well-suited for a certain position or role. 
You've got a point there! Your point of view or opinion makes sense. 

Pay dividends : to cause good results at a time in the future. 

For the record : So that the true facts about something are clear or known. 
Make up one's mind to : to take a decision to do something. 

Settle down : live a quieter life by getting married or staying permanently in a place. 
Cheer up : to start to feel happier. 


Exercise; 
Fill in the gaps with the appropriate expressions ; 


come one's way things are looking up 
think out of the box not to mind doing something 
to be cut out to/for you've got a point there! 


pay dividends for the record 

make up one's mind to settle down cheer up 

a. One day I'll want to .................... and have a family. 

b. iecit ! It can't be as bad as all that. 

C. I Can l oerte where to take my vacation. 

d. Iam trying to .................. to make this event a success. 

e. I really hope this promotion ................... because it sounds fascinating. 

| NIU for families across the country as the economy continues to rebound. 
glue: going if no one else wants to. 

h. With his skinny build, he is just not ......................... a linebacker. 

i. A: "It's snowing—should we really go out for ice cream?" B: "Hmm, .............. : 

j. ..... it was she who approached me about such a deal, not the other way around. 
k. Taking time out to get fit will ..................... in the long run. 


Answers 


Set (20) - It's worth giving it your best shot! 
Dialogue 


David : This day is a big day for me. I've been assigned to give a speech on behalf of our 
company in front of the minister. 

Michael : I bet you're ill at ease already. 

David : No, not at all. I've been used to giving talks since university days. It’s a breeze 


for me. I've never messed things up when it comes to speaking in public. 

Michael : Lucky you. I would have think twice before I could take on such a tough task. 
David : I truly bank on this great opportunity to get a promotion. 

Michael : Then, it’s worth giving it your best shot! 


Vocabulary 


Assigned to : to designate someone as responsible for doing something. 

On behalf of : as a representative of or a proxy for. 

Ill at ease : (adj) uncomfortable or embarrassed. 

Be used to something/doing something : to be familiar with a condition or activity. 
A breeze : a thing that is easy to do or accomplish. 

Mess up : to do something badly; to mishandle a situation. 

Think twice : consider a course of action carefully before embarking on it. 

Bank on : to rely on confidently. 

Give it one's best shot : do the best that one can. 


Exercise; 
Fill in the gaps with the appropriate expressions; 


assigned to on behalf of ill at ease 
be used to something/doing something a breeze 
mess up think twice bank on 


give it one's best shot 


a. Don't think that learning Dutch or any other language will be ......................... 
b. I'm usually ..................... when addressing a large crowd of people. 

c. An experienced detective was .......................ss the case. 

d. Never mind me! I ....................... having my sleep interrupted. 

e. Henry .............eeeeeeeeeee , but the board still denied his proposal. 

f. A previous divorce can make you .................... about getting married again. 
eer my client, I would like to remind you of your obligations in this matter. 
h. You can .................. him to hand you a reasonable bill for your services. 

i. If you cancel now you'll ....................... all my arrangements. 


Answers 


Set (21) - You guys 've gone too far this time! 
Dialogue 


Max : Thanks, Bill. I'll make up (1) for the missing work on Friday. I'm tied up right today. 
Bill : Did you and John make up (2)? You guys 've gone too far this time! 
Max : Yeah. We met and hanged out for hours last night. 


Bill : Good. You two make up (3) half our team! We need you to be friends. 
Max : Wow! This book is made up of twelve separate stories. Can I borrow it? 
Bill : Yeah. I made up (4) half of them myself. I've got a knack for writing stories. 


Vocabulary 


Make up (1): to compensate for something lost, missed, or deficient. 

To be tied up : to be busy or being used, with the result that you are not available for 
anything else. 

Make up (2): to reconcile; to be friendly with someone after an argument. 

Go too far : to exceed the limits of what is reasonable or acceptable. 

Hang out : to spend time relaxing or enjoying oneself. 

Make up (3): to form; to combine together. 

Make up (4) to create; to invent. 

Have a knack for : to be exceptionally proficient at (doing) something. 


Exercise; 
Fill in the gaps with the appropriate expressions; 


make up (compensate) tied up make up (reconcile) 


go too far hang out 
make up (form) make up (create) have a knack for 
a. The teacher asked the students to .............. short dialogues by themselves. 
b. He leans over backwards to .................. for what he has lost. 
c. Road accident victims ................. almost a quarter of the hospital's patients. 
d. We often quarrel but we always ............ IU csaniastigesane soon after. 
e. It's all very well having a joke but sometimes you .................... 
f. Do you ................ coming up with ideas? If so, we would love to hear from you. 
g. Guys play basketball, goof off, gamble, .................. , argue and ignore their women. 
h. I'm afraid I ll be ................ tomorrow at ten. 


Answers 


Set (22) - Do you think I'm jumping the gun? 
Dialogue 


Peter : I can't wait to see the new boss. I'm sure I'm gonna make a hit with him. I’ve great 
ideas that are bound to knock him out . 

Bob : Let's keep our fingers crossed , anyway. 

Peter : Do you think I'm jumping the gun ? 

Bob : Not exactly, but it makes sense to sit tight till things come to light . Otherwise, you 


may end up losing face . 

Peter : Oh! How did this slip my mind? Others may think that I'm a bootlicker . 

Bob : Yeah, because you're a well-intentioned guy, others will think that you're buttering 
him up. 

Peter : Right! At least we got rid of Clare; she used to give me the creeps . 


Vocabulary 

Can't wait : Be very eager, anxious, or impatient. 

Make a hit : make success or become popular. 

Knock someone out ; greatly impress; surprise. 

Keep one's fingers crossed : wish for good luck. 

Jump the gun : to act before the proper or appropriate time. 
Sit tight : to wait patiently and take no action. 

Come to light : to become known; to get clearer. 

Lose face : to be humiliated or come to be less highly respected. 
Slip one's mind : to be overlooked or forgotten. 

A bootlicker : to behave like a sycophant toward (someone). 
Well-intentioned : (adj) having or showing good intentions. 
Give someone the creeps : to make one feel wary or uneasy. 


Exercise; 
Fill in the gaps with the appropriate expressions ; 


can't wait make a hit knock someone out 
keep one's fingers crossed 


jump the gun sit tight come to light 

lose face slip one's mind a bootlicker 

well-intentioned give someone the creeps 

a. Even the most .................... doctors can forget to suggest routine tests. 
b. We will be ................... that a quick thaw is on its way 

c. I stay away from that old house on the corner, it ........................ ! 

d. That movie really ............ me ............. —] didn't expect it to be so good! 
e. You will ...................... at the party in your new dress. 

E. Moni oue for the flowers to bloom and brighten up our yard. 


g. I meant to pick up the seats but it just ................. seus 
h. The code of conduct required that he strike back or ....................... 
i. Fresh evidence has recently ... that suggests that he didn't commit the murder. 


j. When we took the test, Tom ..................... and started early. 
k. We're advising all our investors to .................. till the market improves. 
l. He got the promotion just because he was ..................... to the higher-ups. 


Answers 


Set (23) - Let's jump at the chance 
Dialogue 


Sarah : I have recently called on my aunt. She lives in a cabin which was built above the 
lake, and it has got a view to die for . 

Emily : Speaking of views, I'm dying for a holiday. I just need to clear my head . 

Sarah : What's wrong with you? 


Emily : Our next-door neighbors are very loud. And their dog is barking day and night . 
I'm truly craving quietness and tranquility. 

Sarah : Then let's jump at the chance . My aunt is travelling abroad. What do you say 
we spend a few days out there? 

Emily : That's a big favor. Sarah; you're second to none. 


Vocabulary 


To die for: (adj) to be extremely attractive, enjoyable, or desirable. 

Call on : pay a visit to. 

Speaking of : used to introduce a remark about a topic previously mentioned. 
Be dying for something : wanting to have/do something so much that you do not want to 
wait. 

Clear one's head : to stop worrying or thinking about something. 

Next-door : (adj) living or situated next door. 

Day and night : all the time. 

Crave : to feel a powerful desire for (something). 

Jump at the chance : to quickly take advantage of a new opportunity. 

What do you say ? used to make a suggestion or offer. 

Second to none : (adj) as good as or better than all others. 


Exercise; 
Fill in the gaps with the appropriate expressions; 


to die for call on speaking of 

be dying for something clear one’s head 
next-door day and night 

crave jump at the chance what do you say 
second to none 


a. It is only natural for youngsters to ............... the excitement of driving a fast car. 
b. His meeting with the Holtzes seemed to have refreshed Alvin and ............ 

c. And then this brother lived ................. and his wife popped in and out. 

d. They were hounded ................... by the press. 

e. He has compiled a record ................ in its wretchedness. 

f. There are women who have silver hair ..................... 

g. Freddie ................... a glass of water—he was so thirsty. 

h. An old friend .................... me the day before yesterday. 

Y. eee eere eis hamburgers, I am as hungry as a hawk. 

INC M to going to the theatre tonight? 

k. Members of the public would ......... to become part owners of the corporation. 


Answers 


Set (24) - Let's not waste our breath 
Dialogue 


Sarah : Michael is a brain . I'm sure he's gonna get the job. I read all the applications; and 
he's unquestionably the cream of the crop . 
Emily : But there's something fishy about him. I just can't put my finger on it. 
Sarah : Come on! Aren't you judging a book by its cover ? 
: Ijust can’t put up with people who are full of themselves . 


: We can't turn him down anyway. You know he's Mary's cousin and she'll pull some 
stings to get him hired. 
Emily : As long as our hands are tied , let's not waste our breath . 
Sarah : Obviously; You can hardly ever find a person who has made their own way these 
days. It's all favoritism and patronage. 


Vocabulary 


A brain : an intelligent person. 

The cream of the crop : the best among others. 

Fishy : (adj) arousing feelings of doubt or suspicion. 

To put one's finger on (something) : to discover the exact reason why a situation is the way 
it is, especially when something is wrong. 

Judge a book by its cover : make judgments depending on appearances. 

Put up with : to tolerate; to endure. 

Full of oneself : very self-satisfied and with an exaggerated sense of self-worth. 
Pull strings : secretly use influence or power. 

Hands are tied : unable to act freely. 

Waste one’s breath : to speak or argue without result. 

Make one’s own way : to rely on one’s own abilities. 


Exercise; 
Fill in the gaps with the appropriate expressions ; 


a brain the cream of the crop fishy 

to put one's finger on (something) judge a book by its cover 
put up with full of oneself 

pull strings hands are tied 

waste one's breath make one's own way 


a. There's something odd about him, but I can't quite ..................... 
b. The researchers and institutions in this network are ......................... 


c. We've got the best .................. in the country working on this problem. 

d. He tried to .................. with people he knew to avoid being called up. 

e. This country prides itself on letting people ............... , relying on no one else's work but 
their own. 

f. I'm convinced there is something ............... going on. 

g. I've far better things to do than ...................... Arguing. 

h. I'd like to help you, but my ...................... 

i. I'm too tired to ...................... any nonsense. 


j. Learn about the saying! You can't .....................ss 
k. She doesn't care about other people's feelings. She's .......................... 


Answers 


Set (25) - Here we go again! 
Dialogue 


Sarah : Now, I would like to discuss your behavior in the party yesterday. 

Peter : (to himself) Here we go again ! 

Sarah : You've made a laughingstock of me. You just kept putting me down . 

Peter : Oh, dear! I didn't mean to hurt your feelings . I'm really sorry and ready to pay 


for it . 
Sarah : Look; I'm gonna ridicule you next weekend and then we get even. 
Peter : Well done! You're good at taking your revenge . 


Sarah : Fair is fair. 


Vocabulary 


Here we go again : something familiar, and often unpleasant or unwelcome, is happening 
again. 

Make a laughingstock of : to subject someone to a mockery or ridicule; 

Put someone down : to criticize someone; to belittle; to degenerate. 

Hurt one's feelings : to make someone feel bad. 

Pay for it (mistake) : to be punished for doing something bad to someone else. 

Get even : inflict similar trouble or harm on someone to that which they have inflicted on 
oneself. 

Take revenge : to hurt or punish the person who wronged you. 

Fair is fair : used for saying that someone should accept something because it is fair. 


Exercise; 
Fill in the gaps with the appropriate expressions; 


Here we go again make a laughingstock of 
put someone down hurt one's feelings 

pay for it (mistake) 

get even take revenge fair is fair 


a. We all .................. our mistakes in some way at some time. 

b. Do not .................. , my dear friends, but leave room for God's wrath. 

C; Hesse in front of my own employees. He won't get away with it! 

d. I felt I was ................... myself, wearing such a silly costume in broad daylight. 
e. After she insulted me, all I thought about was how I could ................. with her. 
f. You may not like her, but ..................... , she's a good teacher. 

g. I don’t mean to ..................... but the fact is you’re the one who is left out. 

h. Fred : We must continue our discussion of the Wilson project. Sue ............... ! 


Answers 


Set (26) - I did, but they turned a blind eye to it! 
Dialogue 


Steven : Here we go again — another train cancelled. This is getting ridiculous! 

Peter : Why don't we make a complaint to the city council? Typically , it takes the bus 
ages to get to the stop let alone the cancellations. Not only this, but the buses are all out 
of date . 


Steven : I did, but they turned a blind eye to it every time. And to crown it all , I was 
warned not to falsify the facts once more. 

Peter : That's ridiculous. We had better see the mayor. 

Steven : The who? He's such a grumpy man. Forget about it. 


Vocabulary 


Typically ; in most cases; usually. 

Take ages : to take a long time 

Let alone : not to mention. 

Out of date : (adj) old-fashioned. 

Turn a blind eye to it : to ignore something that you know is wrong. 
To crown it all : to make things worse. 

Falsify the facts: to give a false representation of the facts. 
Grumpy : bad-tempered and irritable. 


Exercise; 
Fill in the gaps with the appropriate expressions; 


typically take ages let alone out of date 


turn a blind eye to to crown it all 

falsify the facts grumpy 

a. Regulators .....................ss those infractions, and thousands of consumers suffered for it. 
b. Sam is as ..................... as ever as he contends with unrequited feelings. 

c. It rained, it snowed, and, ...................... , our flight was canceled. 

d. Everything in her wardrobe must be hopelessly ....................... 

e. David lit up many gatherings with his .................. forthright comments. 

f. It’s the worst cover up I have ever seen - you're .................eesse 

g. Whenever we're going to a party, it ........... my wife .......... to get ready. 

h. He was incapable of leading a bowling team, .................. a country 


Answers 


Set (27) - You're such a high-maintenance woman! 
Dialogue 


Charles : I've been cooking for three days in a row . Are you taking advantage of my 
kindheartedness and goodwill? Enough is enough. 

Diana : But the food you make is out of this world . You should go into business selling 
it. Believe me, you are gonna make a bundle unless someone beats you to the punch . 


Charles : Enough already. I'm in no mood for joking. 

Diana : Darling; You've got a heart of gold indeed. 

Charles : Come on! What else do you want? 

Diana : Please do the dishes after you clear the table. 

Charles : You're such a high-maintenance woman! But I love you. 


Vocabulary 


In a row : one after another without a break. 

Take advantage of : to exploit for one's own benefit. 

Enough is enough : no more will be tolerated. 

Out of this world : (adj) extremely good or impressive. 

Go into business : to begin to work in a certain field of activity. 

Make a bundle : to earn a great deal of money. 

Beat someone to the punch : to do/say something before someone else does it. 
To have a heart of gold : have a generous nature. 

High-maintenance : (adj) (of a person) demanding a lot of attention. 


Exercise; 
Fill in the gaps with the appropriate expressions; 


inarow take advantage of enough is enough 

out of this world go into business 

make a bundle beat someone to the punch 

to have a heart of gold high-maintenance 

a. I hear Sarah is ....................... with sales from her latest novel. 

b. If I'm inside for three days ................... ,lgo crazy. 

Cs HIS eee girlfriend refuses to get engaged without a ring and diamond earrings to 
match. 


d. It's unfair to ..................ssss. other people's misfortunes. 
e. Wow, that performance was ................ sees ! 

f. You think Tom stole your watch? Impossible! He ......................ssessss 
g. I wanted to have the new car, but Sally ....................... sess 

h. Steve dropped out of school and ....................... as a car dealer. 

i. Enough humiliation already! Someone has got to stand up and say ....... 


Answers 


Set (28) - That's nothing but smoke and mirrors 
Dialogue 


Charles : Sarah said nothing was stolen! that's a ridiculous a cover-up . 

Diana : Probably her husband has a finger in the pie ! 

Charles : But as far as I know he's a straightforward fellow who is keen to keep his nose 
clean. 

Diana : Excuse me; Charles but you don't seem to see farther than the end your nose . 


I wasn't born yesterday to believe such a hoax. 

Charles : What do you mean? 

Diana : Everything is as plain as day . They're playing the victim to divert attention 
from their bankruptcy. 


Charles : That's nothing but smoke and mirrors . 


Vocabulary 
Cover-up : concealment that attempts to prevent something scandalous from becoming 
public. 


Have a finger in the pie: to have a role or to be involved in something. 

Keen to : very interested, eager, or wanting (to do) something. 

Not to see farther than the end one's nose : to be narrow-minded; to lack understanding 
and perception. 

Not to be born yesterday : to have enough experience to not be easily tricked. 

As plain as day : Very obvious, quite clear. 

Play the victim : to claim or pretend to be undergone or wronged. 

Divert attention from : to try to keep people from noticing or thinking about something. 
Smoke and mirrors : a strategy of deception and cover up. 


Exercise; 
Fill in the gaps with the appropriate expressions; 


cover-up as plain as day have a finger in the pie 
keen to not to see farther than the end one's nose 
not to be born yesterday play the victim 

divert attention from smoke and mirrors 


a. They're only proposing the law to ........................ important issues. 

b. The raw generation is very ................... get education. 

c. You burned your arm on purpose! Stop ................. 

d. People would suspect a .................... if public hearings aren't held. 

e. IUS eee that they must sell their house before they can buy another. 

f. The candidate has been accused of using .................. during the debate to undermine the 
credibility of his opponent. 

g. Don't think you can fool me with that old ruse - I ................... , you know. 

h. Mom is now calling me every hour, and I'm sure you ..................... - what exactly did you 
tell her? 

i. The world’s destiny is being dictated by leaders who ................................ 


Answers 


Set (29) - She deserves a pat on the back 
Dialogue 


Charles : This is the second time I've failed her driver's test, and I'll do the next time unless 
I practice parallel parking. 

Diana : Oh come on! That's not the end of the world . You are one of millions in the 
same boat . You don't really have to despair. 

Charles : Jenny’s passed it from the first time. She deserves a pat on the back. 


Diana : Jenny is going a long way because she's a go-getter . 

Charles : Anyway; I have to get out of some of my commitments to do some practice. I'm 
always beat . You know. 

Diana : Well; I'm afraid the driver's test committee are taking you for a ride . I heard they 
make more money when people fail. 


Vocabulary 


Not the end of the world : not the worst thing that could happen. 

In the same boat : sharing a particular experience or circumstance with others. 
A pat on the back : (noun) praise. 

Go a long way : to make success; to be adequate. 

Go-getter : (adj) ambitious. 

Get out of : to try to avoid or escape (a duty or responsibility). 

Beat : (adj) completely exhausted. 

Take someone for a ride : to deceive or cheat someone. 


Exercise; 
Fill in the gaps with the appropriate expressions ; 


not the end of the world In the same boat 
a pat on the back go a long way 

go-getter get out of 

beat take someone for a ride 


a. You want to be known as a ..................... who gets the job done well. 

b. Don't worry about the dent. It's ....................suss. 

c. The only reason she stays late at work is to receive ............. from her boss! 
d. Thank you for your generous donation; I'm sure it will ........................... 

e. It's amazing what people will do to ........................ paying taxes. 

f. Oh man! I can't lift up my head. I'm completely ................. 

g. We were two MUMS ..................-. and able to make each other feel better. 
h. Obviously, you've been ......... Why did you give him five thousand francs? 


Answers 


Set (30) - My holiday plans fell apart 
Dialogue 


Josh : Oh, Not again. My holiday plans fell apart (1) . My wife is gonna go nuts . She 
always accuses me of not keeping my word . 

Bill : Do you often go back on your word ? 

Josh : When the vase fell apart (2) last month, I promised to buy a new one. But I'm still 
broke! 


Bill : Don't let on to her yet. Maybe everything will turn out okay. 

Josh : The point is my wife is counting a lot on this holiday. She has already informed all 
friends about it. I can't just overlook that. 

Bill : Man! marriage is no a bed of roses ! 

Josh : Looking back on my bachelorhood days, I can obviously say that marriage is 
heaven in comparison. Al least I got rid of the dog's life . 


Vocabulary 


Fall apart : to fail. 

Go nuts : to become very angry or very excited. 

Keep one's word : do what one has promised. 

Go back on one's word : fail to keep a promise. 

Fall apart (2): break into pieces. 

Let on : to reveal; to inform; to tell. 

Count on : to hope or expect that something will happen. 

No bed of roses : there are unpleasant things to deal with as well as the pleasant ones. 
Look back : to think about a time or event in the past. 

Heaven : (Uncountable noun) something that gives you great pleasure. 
Dog's life : a very unhappy and unpleasant life. 


Exercise; 
Fill in the gaps with the appropriate expressions ; 


fall apart (fail) go nuts keep one's word 

go back on one's word fall apart (break) let on 

count on no bed of roses look back 

heaven dog's life 

a. We hope we can ....................... your continued cooperation and support. 

b. I just lay in the sun for a week and did nothing - it was ................... 

c. Tom always ............. , SO if he promised to help you move, then he'll be here. 
d. I had a great childhood and ................... on those days very fondly. 

e. Their marriage ................ when she found out about her husband's affair. 

f. The watch parts ................. and jumbled up. 

g. The old lady will .................. if still no news comes from her son. 

h. Don't .................. about our arrangements. At least for a couple of days. 

i. Poor Mike! He's been leading a ....................... since his wife left him. 
| ET makes you a liar. 

k. This job is ....................... , the pay is good but my boss is a real Simon Legree. 


Answers 


Set (31) - I beg to differ 
Dialogue 


Josh : Albert is a top-notch manager who never backed out of any agreement. 

Bill : Well; I beg to differ . You'd better wash your hands of this affair before you end up in 
jail. 

Josh : What? Jail! Do you think I' m sticking my neck out by this partnership? 


Bill : Don't you see that you're asking for trouble by selling smuggled cars? Are you out 
of your mind? 

Josh : I have to. Sales have fallen off and all I can do is sitting around twiddling my 
thumbs . Business stinks . 

Bill : You're right. Money doesn't grow on trees . 


Vocabulary 


Top-notch : (adj) excellent; the best. 

Back out of : not to do something that you had said you would do. 

I beg to differ : a way of saying "I do not agree" that is polite. 

Wash one's hand of : to get out of: to refuse responsibility for. 

Stick one's neck out : to expose oneself to some risk, danger, or responsibility. 
Ask for trouble : to act in a way that is likely to incur problems or difficulties. 
Fall off : to drop off; to decrease. 

Twiddle one's thumbs : be bored or idle because one has nothing to do. 

Stink : to be of extremely bad quality, to be terrible. 

Money doesn't grow on trees : it is not easy to get money. 


Exercise; 
Fill in the gaps with the appropriate expressions; 


top-notch back out of I beg to differ 

wash one's hand of stick one's neck out 

ask for trouble fall off twiddle one's thumbs 

stink money doesn't grow on trees 

a. She put me on hold and left me ....................... for ten minutes. 

b. I'm going to ....................... for you and present your idea to the boss. 

c. Find yourself a ................ university, preferably one with room to spare. 

d. The government is trying to ...................... its commitment to reduce pollution. 
e. Giving him such a powerful car when he's only just learned to drive is .............. 
f. The trash really ............... - why don't you take it out? 

qi uices with you, but you have stated everything exactly backwards. 
h. Orders slowed; causing sales to ................... dramatically. 

i. I've done all I can for him, and now I'm ................ eee him. 

j. I can't give you any more pocket money, Alice. .................. , you know. 


Answers 


Set (32) - Don't knock yourself out 
Dialogue 


Linda : England had been knocked out (1) of the World Cup by West Germany. 

Lucy : Really! This news will knock James out (2). He is a big fan of Germany. 

Linda : I also heard that the storm knocked out (3) power supplies in many parts of the 
city. Two people passed away and 10 were knocked out (4) . 


Lucy : Don't knock yourself out reporting such news. I'm in no mood to hear them right 
now. Don't you see that you're getting a news junkie ! 

Linda : It's all because of the dead-end conditions we are going through . 

Lucy : Don't be so morbid and gloomy for Heaven's sake! Things aren't that bad. 


Vocabulary 

Knock out (1): to make someone leave a competition by defeating them. 

Knock someone out (2): to impress someone. 

Knock out (3): to destroy something, or to stop it working. 

Knock out (4): make someone unconscious. 

Knock oneself out : make a lot of efforts to do something. 

Junkie : a person with a compulsive habit or obsessive dependency on something 
Dead-end : (adj) permitting no opportunity for progress or advancement. 

Go through : to experience; to undergo. 

Morbid : (adj) showing a strong interest in subjects such as death that most people think are 
unpleasant. 


Exercise; 
Fill in the gaps with the appropriate expressions; 


knock out (defeat) knock someone out (impress) 

knock out (destroy) knock out (become unconscious) 

knock oneself out junkie dead-end 

go through morbid 

a. It's time you quit that .................. job and find a more rewarding one. 
b. The storm ...................... the phones all around the country. 

c. Those sleeping pills .................. Ile usse for ten hours. 

d. The response to my work has absolutely .............. MÈ PR EPIS 

e. Mark my words! We'll ............ them ........... from the first round. 

f. Don't ........... yourself ................ . The battery's dead. 

g. Thomas is a computer ................... . He works hours and hours nonstop! 
h. My mind was filled with .............. thoughts of death. 


i. He's amazingly cheerful considering all he's had to go through. 


Answers 


Set (33) - I was breaking up a fight! 
Dialogue 


Lucy : Why is all your face black and blue like this? Have you had a fight? 

Mike: Actually; I was breaking up a fight ! My cousin has recently got married but he and 
his wife are having arguments all the time. Sounds like they are going to break up soon. 
Lucy : They should handle their arguments with kindness and love. Otherwise, their life is 


bound to turn upside down . 

Mike : The point is my cousin is a flirt . He keeps teasing girls. This is the heart of the 
matter. 

Lucy : Then; she has to teach him a lesson . A flirt! Huh! 


Mike : You women are all cut from the same cloth . 


Vocabulary 


Black and blue : (adj) covered in bruises, (as if) from a severe beating. 

Break up a fight : to bring a fight to an end. 

Sound like : to seem, from what has been said, as if something were so. 

Break up : to end a relationship. 

Turn upside down : to (cause something to) change completely and in a bad way. 

A flirt : (noun) somebody who behaves towards others in a way that shows that he/she is 
sexually attracted to them. 

The heart of the matter : the basic, central or critical point of an issue. 

Teach someone a lesson: to punish or hurt someone as a deterrent or warning. 

Cut from the same cloth : of the same nature; similar. 


Exercise; 
Fill in the gaps with the appropriate expressions; 


black and blue break up a fight (break it up) 

sound like break up turn upside down 

a flirt the heart of the matter teach someone a lesson 

cut from the same cloth 

re is that the relevant economic context is not Europe but globalization. 
b. Peter was a Shameless ............................ with all the girls in school. 

c. He felt appalled by the whole idea of marriage so we ......................... 

d. He oo... eee the whole house .................. looking for his checkbook. 

e. That kitten .................... a human baby. 

f. He earned good money being beaten ................... as a prize fighter. 

g. She and her brother are ..................... ss. . They both tell lies all the time. 
h. The point is they were .......................... for daring to complain. 


i. When the teacher saw the two boys shove each other, she came running over to try to 


Answers 


Set (34) - This rat race is getting me down 
Dialogue 


Lucy : Oh! This rat race is getting me down . I can't help biting more than I can chew. 

Mike : Poor Lucy! You seem to be truly running around in circles . 

Lucy : Yeah; right! John keeps telling me to simmer down and take it easy , but I don't 
want to be kicked out . Yet, I'm just going nowhere and I feel that I’m selling myself 


short. 
Mike : Well; I have to say that you should come clean about your issues with your seniors 
and then you'll have a clear conscience . 


Lucy : I'll give it a try. 


Vocabulary 


Rat race : a way of life in which people are caught up in a fiercely competitive struggle for 
wealth or power. 

Get someone down : to depress or demoralize someone. 

Bite more than one can chew : to take more responsibility than one can handle. 

Run/Go around in circles : to keep doing or talking about the same thing without achieving 
anything. 

Simmer down : to slow down. 

Take it easy : to make little effort; to rest. 

Kick out : to remove one from a place or expel someone from an organization. 

Go/Get nowhere : to make no progress. 

Sell oneself short : to underestimate. 

Come clean : to be completely honest; to keep nothing hidden. 

Clean/clear conscience : to feel free of guilt or responsibility. 


Exercise; 
Fill in the gaps with the appropriate expressions; 


rat race get someone down 

bite more than one can chew run/go around in circles 
simmer down take it easy kick out 

go/get nowhere sell oneself short come clean 

a clean/clear conscience 

a. The movie theater ....................... that guy for sneaking food inside. 
b. DOM uiii — your writing is really excellent! 


c. He and I dated for a while, but it ......................s ss. 
d. I didn't do it. I swear to that with a ................. eese 


e. My children always ...................... about making the mess in the house. 
f. She is still so young, it is sad to see her being so caught in the .................. 
g. You don't have to ..................... by accepting the job in Alaska while winters. 


h. The thought of working for a faceless corporation really ......................... 
i. In the absence of adequate data, the surveyors are just .................... 

j. Children, recess is over , so ......................... and take your seats, please. 
k. I'm going to put my feet up and ..................... this afternoon. 


Answers 


Set (35) - The pay is well worth it 
Dialogue 


Jenny : I hear you're moving to Sydney. 

Rob : Yeah! I've got a job offer there. And the pay is well worth it . 

Jenny : Can you give me a ballpark figure of the salaries there? I heard they pay big 
bucks . 


Rob : Well; don't get carried away . It’s 3000 bucks give or take . 
Jenny : Don't forget to drop me a line when you get there. 
Rob : I'll keep you posted . 


Jenny : Well; I look forward to hearing from you soon. Good luck! 


Vocabulary 


Well worth : worth the work involved to attain it. 

A ballpark figure : An acceptable, roughly accurate approximation. 

Big bucks : large sums of money. 

Get carried away : to become overly excited and to take things too far. 

Give or take : approximately. 

Drop someone a line : to send someone a note or letter in a casual manner. 

Keep someone posted : keep someone informed of the latest developments or news. 


Exercise; 
Fill in the gaps with the appropriate expressions; 


well worth ballpark figure big bucks 

get carried away give or take drop someone a line 

keep someone posted 

a. You should not ...................... by success or get disappointed by failure. 

b. The art of Early American furniture painters is .................. studying. 

c. Right now, her condition is stable. We promise to ................ as she improves. 

Ci Ii | Beer YOU .........e once I get settled in at school. 

e. Sports stars earn ................... for pushing everything from shoes to soft drinks. 
f. We'll have to go away and cost this carefully, but as .................... I'd say that it'll be about 
two million dollars. 

L EEE a few years, they are contemporaries. 


Answers 


Set (36) - I need to brush up on some of them 
Dialogue 


Peter : Let's back up ! Where was I? 

Rob : You're talking about your poems and that you don't have your notes on you . You're 
going to think of it right off-hand . Aren't you? 

Peter : You know what! Sounds like I need to brush up on some of them. 


Rob : What? Is it possible that all of them just slipped your mind all at once ? 

Peter : Come on; Rob! Don't be silly. I just I can't think of the lines off the top of my head 
. Give me a break for heaven's sake! 

Rob : Man! You always end up in such awkward positions ! That's what you get out of 
blowing your own horn ! 


Vocabulary 


Back up : to return to an item previously mentioned. 

To have on : to carry something on one's person. 

Off-hand : Without preparation or forethought; extemporaneously. 

Brush up on : to improve one's existing knowledge or skill in a particular area. 
Slip one's mind : to be forgotten. 

All at once : suddenly; all at the same time. 

Off the top of one's head : without careful thought or investigation. 

Give someone a break : to stop putting pressure on someone about something. 
In an awkward position : in a situation or scenario that could prove to be embarrassing or 
damaging to one's reputation. 

Blow one's own horn : to show off; to brag; to boast. 


Exercise; 
Fill in the gaps with the appropriate expressions; 


back up have on off-hand 
brush up on slip one's mind all at once 
off the top of one's head give someone a break 
in an awkward position blow one's own horn 


a. Oh! I can't afford this now. I don't ............... enough money ......... me. 
b. How do you say we backed out of the weekend arrangement aout asking me first? Good 
for you! You're really brilliant and putting me .........................sssusssusud 


c. He's seven times as quick and he's only 20 years old—.............. Mersinin ! 

d. I'm sorry I didn't call you back sooner, it totally .............. MY gessiiperispes 

e. It's a lot of information to absorb ................... 

f. I know of two people who are coming ..................... , but I'm pretty sure more said they'd be 
here. 

g. I can't quote the exact statistics for you ............. , they're in this report. 

h. Wait—................. a little. What did you say that phone number was? 

i. It does make sense to ................... my French before I go to Paris. 

j. I don't mean to .................. , but this pasta sauce I made is quite delicious! 


Answers 


Set (37) - I'm doomed to learn it the hard way! 
Dialogue 


Peter : Once we cleared the air , we found that it had just been a simple 
misunderstanding. Stacy always makes a mountain out of a molehill . 
Rob : See! It does go a long way to open up and come clean. 


Peter : You're right. Getting into disagreements has wiped me out . It’s no simple matter 
. I feel like I’m on the edge . 

Rob : You should avoid trouble and mind your own business. 

Peter : Man! fair enough; I’m doomed to learn it the hard way! 


Vocabulary 

Clear the air : to get rid of doubts or hard feelings. 

Make a mountain out of a molehill : to treat a minor problem as if it were a very serious 
problem; to overact. 

Open up : to speak candidly; to reveal one's inner thoughts or emotions. 

Wipe someone out : to exhaust or tire someone. 

No simple/easy matter : something that is not easy to do. 

On the edge : very anxious and about to become distraught. 

Be doomed to : likely to have an unfortunate and inescapable outcome. 

Learn it the hard way : to learn by making mistakes through trial and error. 


Exercise; 
Fill in the gaps with the appropriate expressions ; 


clear the air make a mountain out of a molehill open up 
wipe someone out no simple/easy matter on the edge 
be doomed to learn it the hard way 


. As time passed, and with the continuous urging, she finally ............. to me. 
. Starting your own business is really tough. I had to ..................... 
. After the horrible events of the last week, we are all ..................... 
Wi asaddsescasseouareoen to find a decent place to live in this city. 
Standing in lines ............. ME reisseri . Please fill the forms yourself. 
g. Those who do not know history ....................... repeat it. 


aor 


mon 


h . Don't make a .................... , you only lost one chance. You can give it a another . 


Answers 


. The silent treatment isn't helping the situation between you two, so just ............. 


already! 


Set (38) - I wasn't able to get through 
Dialogue 


John : I tried to get a hold of Bill last night, but I wasn't able to get through . He's 
getting more and more indifferent these days. 

Linda : Well; don't get him wrong . Probably his phone is out of order . Why didn't you 
leave him a message ? 


John : He was locked out of his apartment last week because he had left the keys inside! 
Linda : Oh! That's weird. There must be something out of the ordinary in his life. 
John : Nothing unusual. He's simply head over heels in love . 


Lind : Already! let me know when is the big day ! 


Vocabulary 


Get hold of someone : to communicate with someone, esp. by telephone. 

Get through : to succeed in talking to someone on the phone 

Get someone wrong : make an incorrect estimation or assessment of. 

Out of order : broken; not working; not functioning. 

Leave someone a message : to leave information for someone you haven't been able to meet 
or talk to. 

Out of the ordinary : not what is considered to be normal; unusual; strange. 

Head over heels in love : madly in love. 

Let someone know : to inform someone. 

The big day : the day when you get married. 


Exercise; 
Fill in the gaps with the appropriate expressions; 


get hold of someone get through get someone wrong 
out of order leave someone a message out of the ordinary 
head over heels in love let someone know the big day 


a. I didn't observe anything ........................ about her behavior that day. 
b. An old friend might well be able to ..................... to her and help her. 

c. Be sure to .... eee eee eee if anything changes between now and then. 

d. I haven't talked to her in years, so I wouldn't know how to ............ her anymore. 

e. Sorry, the vending machine is ............... . You'll have to go across the street to get a snack. 
f. Sam was obviously ............... with his new bride, and Martha was clearly content. 

g. He was fastidious in his preparation for .................... 

h. Unless you get through to Steve by phone, just ........................ . He will catch up later 
on. 

Ls YOU V6... care oen rides — I know he seems gruff, but he's a total sweetheart. 


Answers 


Set (39) - I' m not that strong-willed! 
Dialogue 


Diana : This smell stinks ! Oops! I've forgot to put the food in the fridge. It's rotten . 
Charley : Good for you ! Just fix anything. I've lost my appetite , anyway. 

Diana : Oh dear; I'll make it up for you. I promise. 

Charley : Alright, let's eat out on second thought . 

Diana : But I'm on a diet . I'm trying to lose weight and I can be easily tempted. You know 
I'm not that strong-willed ! 


Charley : Enough already ! My head is spinning. I just need to grab a bite . 


Vocabulary 


Stink: to have a strong unpleasant smell. 

Rotten : (adj) decomposing or decaying; putrid; tainted, foul, or bad-smelling. 
Good for you ! Well done (sarcastic meaning; the speaker is not impressed) 
Lose one's appetite : to no longer feel hungry. 

Eat out : to eat in a restaurant. 

On second thought : resulting from a revised opinion or change of mind. 

On a diet : following a specific nutritional plan. 

Lose weight : to become thinner. 

Strong-willed : (adj) determined to do as one wants. 

Enough already : used to indicate unwillingness to tolerate any more of something 
undesirable. 

Somebody's head is spinning : to feel as if they might faint. 

Grab a bite : To get something to eat. 


Exercise; 
Fill in the gaps with the appropriate expressions; 


stink rotten Good for you! lose one's appetite 
eat out on second thought on a diet 

lose weight strong-willed enough already 
somebody's head is spinning grab a bite 


a. You shouldn't be eating that burger as long as you're trying to ........... 

b. Let's slow down for heaven's sake! My ....................... 

c. My doctor put me ................. of nothing but fruits, vegetables, and nuts. 

d. Hearing the gruesome details of the murder made me .......................... 

e. She wondered why ......... Miranda was going along with what Adam wanted. 
f. Let's get the ball rolling; boys - ..................... with making excuses! 

g. How on earth could she stay there? The place ................. like a sewer! 

h. Bob ; "Well, I have to confess that I made a mess of the event". Luna: "............. I" 
i. Bob often tries to ................. between meetings. 

Je eet ere tee , I see by doing this we might be in for another failure. 

k. The wood was so ................... you could put your finger through it. 

1. I used to eat out in the evening when my parents were on nightshifts. 


Answers 


Set (40) - Our company is footing the bill 
Dialogue 


Martin : Here is some spending/pocket money from your mother for your trip. 

Charles : Thanks! Our company is footing the bill for everything anyway. I was also 
elected to speak on behalf of our department. 

Martin : Big Deal ! Sounds like you're on the winning streak these days. 


Charles : A pay raise is also on the horizon . How about your transfer? 

Martin : It’s up in the air . To my bad luck the sales are going to the dogs. 

Charles : Well; I heard from my sources that your boss is gonna leaving. So rest assured 
that a breakthrough is coming up. 


Vocabulary 

Spending money : money available to be spent on pleasures and entertainment. 
Foot the bill: to pay the bill for something 

Big Deal !: said when you do not think that what someone has said or done is important or 
special. 

Winning streak: a series of victories, successes, or instances of good fortune. 
On the horizon : imminent or just becoming apparent. 

Up in the air : uncertain; subject to change. 

Go to the dogs : to deteriorate or go awry. 

Rest assured : To be certain or confident (about something). 

Breakthrough : (noun) an important development or achievement. 


Exercise; 


Fill in the gaps with the appropriate expressions; 


pocket money foot the bill big deal 

winning streak on the horizon up in the air 

go to the dogs rest assured breakthrough 

a. You can ........... that we will do everything we can to get your money back. 
b. The average amount of ........... received by teenagers fell to £ 4 a week. 


c. Police believe the items are a major .. 
d. A. "I will be the one in charge for the last quarter". 


in the six-week-old inquiry. 


B. eee I" 


e. Many analysts warned that an economic crash was ..................... , but none of the world's 


governments paid any mind. 


f. This firm has ...................... since the new management took over. 
g. The proposal to build a golf course next to the airport is still .................. 


h. We've finally started having a bit of a 


with our latest products. 


i. Don't be angry, I will .................... for damage to your car. 


Answers 


Set (41) - You're fiddling while Rome burns 
Dialogue 


Martin : Jessie; for your information ; you're fiddling while Rome burns . You were put 
in charge of the whole event. 

Jessie : weren't I? How come? Why didn't they inform me earlier. There're only three days 
left. We're so pressed for time . Sounds like I'm always destined to race against time to 


get things done. 

Martin : Stop moaning and let's get our priorities right—first things first . 

Jessie : Then; you have to put forth a plan for the rules of procedure. In the meantime ; I 
will set up a teamwork. 


Vocabulary 

For your information : So you know or are aware of something. 

Fiddle while Rome burns: To take little to no productive action during a crisis. 
In charge of : in control or with overall responsibility. 

Pressed for time : Having a small or limited amount of time available; in a hurry. 
Race against time : to hurry to beat a deadline. 

First things first : important matters should be dealt with before other things. 
Put forth : to suggest. 

In the meantime : while something else is happening. 

Set up : to organize or plan something such as an event or system. 


Exercise; 
Fill in the gaps with the appropriate expressions; 


for your information fiddle while Rome burns in charge of 
pressed for time race against time first things first 
put forth in the meantime set up 


a. I know we have a lot to discuss, but .................. — has anyone heard back from the printer? 
b . This scientist has ................... a new theory in his research field 

c. The lobbyists don't seem to be doing anything to stop this tax bill. They're ...... 

d. You are not ...................sss. the universe; you are in charge of yourself. 

e. When you're ............. and need to look stylish, black will always save the day. 

f. The mountaineers .................. their base camp at the foot of the mountain. 

g. The doctor will be here soon. ...................... , try and relax. 

h. Jen's going to have to ................... if she wants to get her story in tomorrow's newspaper— 
it's almost time to send it to the publisher! 

PE , I've worked as a journalist for six years. I know this stuff inside out. 


Answers 


Set (42) - Dad's illness turned out to be a blessing in disguise 
Dialogue 


Stephen : Dad's illness turned out to be a blessing in disguise ; it brought the family 
together for the first time in years. 

Carl : They say every cloud has a silver lining . 

Stephen : He also found out his painting talent. And contrary to all expectations , he 


announced that he wouldn't go back to work anymore ! 

Carl : In spite of his illness, he’s unshaken and still making decisions! I thought his life will 
turn upside down . 

Stephen : At least he's been able to get over it. 


Vocabulary 


A blessing in disguise : something that seems bad or unlucky at first but causes something 
good to happen later. 

Bring together : to cause (people) to join or meet; to unify. 

Every cloud has a silver lining : every difficult or sad situation has a comforting or more 
hopeful aspect, even though this may not be immediately apparent. 

Find out : to gain knowledge of (something); learn. 

Contrary to expectations : although people thought it would be different. 

Anymore : to any further extent; any longer. 

Unshaken : (adj) not disturbed; steadfast and unwavering. 

Turn upside down : to put in disorder, mix or mess up 

Get over it : to start to feel happy or well again after something bad has happened to you. 


Exercise; 
Fill in the gaps with the appropriate expressions; 


a blessing in disguise bring together 
every cloud has a silver lining find out 
contrary to expectations anymore 
unshaken turn upside down get over it 
a. The world is being .............. by the string of multimedia technologies coming down the 
pike. 
b. My car broke down again, but maybe it was .................. ; I've been wasting too much time 
driving around anyway. 
C cesi eos a EUER CERE , the level of retail sales fell in January. 
d. But his character ‘remained serene and ................... in dignity. 
e. I was curious to ..................... what she had said 
f. He's trying to ....................... various strands of radical philosophic thought. 
g. When I'm going through a hard time, I try to remind myself that ............... 
h. You need to ...................... and focus on winning today's game 


i. He's been wrong several times before, so I don't put much stock in what he says 


Answers 


Set (43) - That's beside the point! 
Dialogue 


Stephen : Hey Michael; get over here ! How was today's test? 

Michael : As usual; I blew it! I told you French is just over my head . 

Stephen : If you didn't cut class frequently you'd do better. Above all, you're always 
messing around and slacking off . No wonder! 


Michael : In short; I can't stand the teacher. She takes side and favors Linda over others. 
That's not fair. 

Stephen : That's beside the point ! Why don't you study hard and turn the tables on 
them ? Then, we'll see if she's unfair. 

Michael : Oh! My stomach hurts; I'm gonna throw up . 


Vocabulary 


Get over here : used for telling someone to come. 

Blow something ; to ruin or waste something. 

Over one's head : beyond someone's ability to understand. 

Cut class : to absent oneself from a class; to miss classes on purpose. 
Mess around : behave in a silly or playful way. 

Slack off : to do something with less effort or energy. 

Can't stand : to dislike; to hate. 

Take sides : to support one person or opinion over another. 

Beside the point : not relevant; not important. 

Turn the tables : to change a situation so that you now have an advantage. 
Throw up : to vomit. 


Exercise; 
Fill in the gaps with the appropriate expressions; 


get over here blow something over one's head 
cut class mess around slack off can't stand 
take sides beside the point turn the tables throw up 


a. I could never be a doctor or nurse—I just ............... the sight of blood. 

b. I had no idea what they were arguing about! the discussion was ........... 

c. If you want to ................. , feel free to now, that would make you feel better. 
d. Bob was being considered for the promotion, but he ............. when he came in late to work 
each day this week. 

e. draw a seat and ....................... . I would like to have a word with you. 

f. No one knows how many children .................... to work in sweatshops. 

Ge SNE: e EE on her rival with allegations of corruption. 

h. Whether you had insurance is .......................... ; the accident is your fault. 
i. Parents are not supposed to ................... in their children's quarrels. 

j. Companies just want to make sure their employees aren't ..................... 

Kk Quilts and work on your book report already, Scotty! 


Answers 


Set (44) - She's feeding you lies 
Dialogue 


Sam : Michael unless you stop overstepping your bounds and messing with me, I'm 
gonna wipe you out! Enough is enough! 

Michael : Oh boy! I' m shaking in my little boots ! 

Sam : I heard you're going out with Kathy. 


Michael : Yeah! I'm trying to prove to you that she's a worthless girl. How many times 
should I warn you that she's feeding you lies ? 

Sam : Come on! I feel down ! You've ruined all my dreams. I just can't get her off my 
mind . 

Michael : You're really too emotional. You've got to come to your senses ! 


Vocabulary 


Overstep one's bounds : to go further or do more than one is permitted. 

Mess with : to meddle or interfere with. 

Wipe out (someone) : to eliminate someone; to kill someone. 

Be shaking in one's little boots : (sarcastic) to be trembling with fear. 

Go out with someone : to go on a date with someone. 

Feed something to someone : to tell to someone something that is untrue. 

Feel down : to feel sad and depressed. 

Get someone/something off one's mind : to stop thinking about or wanting someone or 
something. 

To come to one's senses : to begin to think in a sensible or correct way after being foolish 
or wrong. 


Exercise; 
Fill in the gaps with the appropriate expressions; 


overstep one's bounds mess with feel down 
wipe out (someone) be shaking in one's little boots 
get someone/something off one’s mind feed something to someone 
go out with someone to come to one's senses 
a. I WaS ...........s when I didn't get the thing I was waiting from long time. 
b. She had been ....................... him for three years before they got married. 
c . The local city council has ....................... by imposing this steep new income tax on 
residents 
d. Don't try to ................sss that nonsense .............. me! I know it isn't so. 
e. He finally .................. and gave up his plans to quit his job and become an artist. 
f. That song is so darn catchy—I can't ....................sssss ! 
g. Ooh, I'm really scared of you! I'm ........................ , you frighten me so! Huh! 
h. The storm ruined the corn crop and ................... everyone in the county. 
i. Sarah's a very sensitive kid, so don't .................... her. 


Answers 


Set (45) - Does this stand to reason? 
Dialogue 


Albert : I’ve had it up to here with Clare. She's getting under my skin in the true 
sense of the word. 

Jason : Did she put you on the spot again? 

Albert : Much worse! She's bossing me around as if she was the head of the department 


not me! Does this stand to reason ? 

Jason : Well; time to crack down , I suppose. 

Albert : If I did, I'd be shooting myself on the foot . 

Jason : Then, all you can do is to smooth things over so that you can adjust to the 
status quo. 


Vocabulary 


Have it up to here with someone : not endure any more of someone or something . 
Get under one's skin : to annoy or irritate someone intensely. 

In the true sense of the word : totally; utterly; in every possible way. 

Put someone on the spot : to cause them embarrassment or difficulty by forcing them to 
answer a difficult question or make an important decision. 

Boss someone around : tell someone what to do, give orders. 

Stand to reason : to be logical or rational. 

Crack down : to become more strict. 

shoot oneself on the foot : to foolishly harm one's own cause. 

Smooth things over : make better or more pleasant. 

Adjust to : to get used to a new situation by changing the way you do things. 
Status quo : the existing state of affairs; the present situation. 


Exercise; 
Fill in the gaps with the appropriate expressions; 


have it up to here with someone get under one's skin 

adjust to in the true sense of the word 

put someone on the spot crack down 

boss someone around stand to reason 

shoot oneself on the foot smooth things over status quo 

a. Would you like me to try to .................... between you and your parents? 
b. I know he's bothersome, but don't let him .......................... 

LE Lc that it'll be colder in January than it is in November. 
d. Why does Kerry always ...................... by saying the wrong thing? 


e. The Act contained provisions designed to preserve the ........................ 

f. David complained that his older sister was always ...................... 

g. The council has announced its intention to ................. on parking offences. 
h. He ........... because he invited me in front of his mum and I didn't want to go. 
i. How do you call the station behind my back? I ........................... - get out! 

j. It took her a while to ....................... living alone after the divorce. 

k. It’s a remote and stranded area. There are no people ........................ 


Answers 


Set (46) - Appearances are deceiving! 
Dialogue 


Suzan: Get a load of that little girl. She's a true troublemaker. 
Jenny : Is she? But she doesn't look so. As they say appearances are deceiving ! 
Suzan : She's not that bad. But she's spoiled because my uncle gets a kick out of her. 


She keeps him in stitches . 

Jenny : But he shouldn't give in to all her acts. She'll eventually go out of control . 

Suzan : That's right! You hit the nail on the head . I said that over and over again but 
my words fall on deaf ears ! 


Vocabulary 

Get a load of : take a look at (to draw attention to someone or something). 
Appearances are deceiving : Things can look different from the way they really are. 
Spoiled : (adj) (of a person, especially a child) harmed in character by being treated too 
leniently or indulgently. 

Get a kick out of : to get a sense of enjoyment, amusement, or excitement. 

In stitches : laughing uncontrollably. 

Give in : to finally agree to what someone wants. 

Go out of control : no longer possible to manage. 

Hit the nail on the head : to describe exactly a situation/ problem. 

Over and over again : again and again. 

fall on deaf ears : (of a statement or request) be ignored. 


Exercise; 
Fill in the gaps with the appropriate expressions; 


get a load of appearances are deceiving spoiled 
get a kick out of in stitches give in go out of control 
hit the nail on the head over and over again fall on deaf ears 


a. Kids are bound to end up ................. if their parents are too easy-going. 

b. Her pleas for mercy ................ ; the judge gave her Me maximum sentence. 

c. You've found the problem, Sid! You —— Á— 

d. I can't stop singing this one verse .......................seuss in my head. 

B: E ea eede ra See a George over there. That dude knows how to dress! 

f. Jane may look like she doesn't understand you, but she's really extremely bright. 
g. One seller admits she ........................ tricking people. 

h. Everyone was frightened to death as the car .................... 

i. Here's a book that will have you ................... 

j. 1 don't think he will ................. to your requests if you keep pestering him. 


Answers 


Set (47) - Why don't we track them down? 
Dialogue 


Bill : It’s a shame we lost touch with most of our university friends. 
Peter : Why don't we track them down ? Haven't you kept in touch with or come across 
any of them? 


Bill : A few! Some have settled down, some are tied down , some are living it up and 
others are in a rut . Recently, I touched base with Steve; but he's always on the go. 
Peter : I hope one day we can get together and hark back to the good old days . 

Bill : Yeah; I truly yearn for them. 


Vocabulary 


Lose touch : to cease to be in communication. 

Track down : to find something or someone after looking for them. 
Keep in touch with : to maintain communications with someone. 
Come across : to meet or find by chance. 

Tied down : (adj) to be restricted by responsibilities. 

Live it up : To really enjoy oneself. 

In a rut : in a fixed, rather boring way of doing things. 

Touch base : briefly make or renew contact with someone. 

On the go : Constantly in motion, active, or working. 

Hark back to : to mention or remember (something from the past). 
The good old days : a past period of better times. 

Yearn for : to long for someone or something; to desire someone or something strongly. 


Exercise; 
Fill in the gaps with the appropriate expressions; 


lose touch track down keep in touch with 
come across tied down live it up 

in a rut touch base on the go hark back to 
the good old days yearn for 


a. Do you get very nostalgic about .................... usse ? 

b. The police have so far failed to ...................... the attacker. 

c. Others may ......... life on a more even keel but they do not feel entitled to it. 
d. I've lived in the US for 10 years, so I've somewhat ............ with British politics. 
e. The newest styles hark back to the clothes of the Seventies. 

f. She is constantly .............. , running around, pushing other kids, throwing toys. 
g. Ken doesn't want to be ................... to any one woman. 

h. THEY ........... a their members by issuing a quarterly newsletter. 

i. The western cowboys usually went to town so Saturdays to .................. 

j. If you're ................. , go see an inspiring movie or go to the theater. 

k. Turn up your dictionary when you ...................... difficult words. 

l. Being there gave me a chance to .................. with three some friends. 


Answers 


Set (48) - She gave me a cold shoulder! 
Dialogue 


Wendy : When it comes to friendship, you're more than lucky. I like your friend Kathy. She's 
really terrific and down-to-earth . 

Jessie : You're right. We really hit it off . I wish all other friends were like her. 

Wendy : You mean those fair-weather ones! 


Jessie : By the way, do you still see Samantha? The other day I came across her and she 
gave me a cold shoulder ! 

Wendy : On and off . Obviously, I steer clear of her now because she looks down her 
nose at me after she got married that guy and became well-off . 


Vocabulary 


Down-to-earth : (adj) practical, reasonable, and friendly. 

Hit it off : to get along well. 

A fair-weather friend : a person whose friendship cannot be relied on in times of difficulty. 
The other day : a few days ago. 

Give someone a cold shoulder : to intentionally ignore someone or treat someone in an 
unfriendly way. 

On and off : once in a while, every so often; intermittently. 

Steer clear of : to take care to avoid or keep away from. 

Look down one's nose at someone : to regard (someone) with a feeling of superiority. 
Well-off : (adj) wealthy; rich. 


Exercise; 
Fill in the gaps with the appropriate expressions ; 


down-to-earth hit it off a fair-weather friend 

the other day give someone a cold shoulder on and off 

steer clear of look down one's nose at someone well-off 

a. Simran is looking for a loyal friend, not a .......................sssssss. 

b. She is very ................ person, not at all attracted by the glamour world. 
c. I had to leave — I didn't really ........................ with the new manager. 
d. I was still working ........................... as a waitress to support myself. 

e. History suggests several steady, reliable ways to become ............. or even wealthy. 
f. They rather... eee anyone who couldn't speak French. 

g. His doctor advised him to ..................... alcohol. 

hi Just nete I was saying to Bob that I'd love to travel to France. 


i. I thought she really liked me, but the next day she ........................ssss 
Answers 


Set (49) - Who filled you in on that? 
Dialogue 


George : I truly pity Mike! This guy is completely dominated by his wife. She simply leads 
him around by the nose ! 

Carl : You're such a pushover ! Who filled you in on that? Things are not always what 
they seem. 

George : What do you mean? 


Carl : Mike does have a mind of his own but she is putting the screws on him after she 
caught him cheating on her. 

George : Yeah! They used to be at odds with each other most of the time and could never 
see eye to eye ! 

Carl: I know Mike well. He'll stand up for himself one way or another. 


Vocabulary 


Leads someone around by the nose : to completely control a person. 

A pushover : a person who is easy to overcome or influence. 

Fill someone in on : to give someone extra or missing information. 

Have a mind of one's own : be capable of independent opinion or action. 

Put the screws on someone : to force somebody to do something, especially by frightening 
and threatening them. 

Cheat on someone : to secretly have sex with someone other than your husband, wife, or 
partner. 

At odds : in conflict or at variance. 

See eye to eye : be in full agreement. 

Stand up for oneself : to speak or act in support of. 


Exercise; 
Fill in the gaps with the appropriate expressions; 


leads someone around by the nose a pushover 
fill someone in on have a mind of one's own 
put the screws on someone cheat on someone 
at odds see eye to eye stand up for oneself 


a. Please ........................ what happened last night. 

b. She gave him a sweet smile, totally at ................... the look of dislike in her eyes. 

c. Dad's @ .................... . He'll let me do anything I want. 

d. Though they work as a team, they often don't ................... on most issues. 

e. You've got to ...essessessesssssesseseesse , Stop being such a mama's boy. 

f. I can't stand the way your mother ................. like that and tells you what to do! 

g. The electricity company is really ...................... . We've got a week to pay before our supply 
is cut off! 

h. Her parents want her to go to college, but she ...................... and insists on trying to 
become an actress. 

i. The magazine claims that almost half of Britain's women ............. their partners. 


Answers 


Set (50) - They aren't on the same wavelength 
Dialogue 


George : You know what! I don't like gossiping but there are some rumors circulating 
around that Jessie and Sam's marriage is on the rocks . 

Carl: There's nothing of the sort! It could be a false alarm . You know; people are very 
brilliant at blowing stuff up . 


George : But Clare did tell Jessie that their marriage had been on shaky ground and they 
were on the edge of splitting up ! 

Carl: I wonder who's at fault ? 

George : Contrary to Sam's desire, Jessie doesn't want to have a bun in the oven . Simply, 
they aren't on the same wavelength . 


Vocabulary 

On the rocks : experiencing difficulties and likely to fail. 

A false alarm : A signal or warning that is groundless. 

Blow something up : exaggerate the importance of something. 

On shaky ground : weak and likely to break down, collapse, or fail. 

Split up : to end a relationship; to break up. 

At fault : responsible for an undesirable situation; in the wrong. 

Have a bun in the oven : to have a baby; to be pregnant. 

On the same wavelength : to share the same perspective with someone else. 


Exercise; 
Fill in the gaps with the appropriate expressions; 


on the rocks a false alarm blow something up 

on shaky ground split up at fault 

have a bun in the oven on the same wavelength 

a. His business is ...................... because of his poor marketing policies. 


b. I am sure he will be gratified to learn that we are .......................sss 

c. Throwing a baby shower is one of the best ways to announce that you ..... 

d. He thought he might be having a heart attack, but his chest pains were just a .................... 
e. I'm sure he didn't mean anything by that comment—don't .............. too much. 

f. His hypothesis has been .................. to since the beginning, so I'm not surprised that he 
couldn't prove it in the lab. 

g. When they .................... she flung herself into her work to try to forget him. 

h. The party ..................... in a court case usually pays the other party's legal costs. 


Answers 


Set (51)- Assuming responsibility is easier said than done 
Dialogue 


Harry : Thanks for making some time for me Sarah. I thought the new position would 
change you! You've got a heart of gold indeed. 

Sarah : Obviously, assuming responsibility is easier said than done . I have to sort out 
everything from scratch . 


Harry : If the worst comes to worst hire an assistant to share the workload. 

Sarah : Well, let's not jump the gun. So far, things are under control. 

Harry : Anyway, try not to lose your head while dealing with Anne. She has got a one 
track mind . 

Sarah : No hard feelings ! 


Vocabulary 


Make time : arrange one's schedule for doing something or seeing someone. 

Have a heart of gold : have a generous nature. 

Easier said than done : be more easily talked about than put into practice. 

From scratch : from the very beginning. 

If the worst comes to the worst : if the situation develops in the most serious or unpleasant 
way. 

Jump the gun : act before the proper or appropriate time. 

Lose one’s head : To lose one's composure and act emotionally or irrationally. 

Have a one track mind : think only about one subject. 

No hard feelings ; no feeling of being upset; no offense. 


Exercise; 
Fill in the gaps with the appropriate expressions; 


make time have a heart of gold easier said than done 
from scratch if the worst comes to the worst jump the gun 
lose one's head have a one track mind no hard feelings 


a. The Leader of the House should ................. next week for this urgent matter to be 
discussed. 

b. We talk about reducing our costs, but it's ..............sssesseses 

c. The plan's completely ruined, so we'll have to start ........................ 

d. He ssec and booked a seat for me even before I had confirmed that I was coming. 
e. H6 eese ets completely when his wife left him over his drinking habit. 

f. He has a ..................... when he's working on a project — he thinks of nothing else. 

g. I'm sorry that things ended this way. ....................... sss ? 

h. We should be in when you arrive, but ....................... , the neighbors have a spare key and 
will let you into the house. 

i. Sarah always goes out of her way to help everyone she can—she really ...... 


Answers 


Set (52) - It's a bit of a stretch 
Dialogue 


Chris : I'm not a fan of taxes, but it's a bit of a stretch to claim they are the cause of all 
our problems. 

Diana : Yeah; that's no brainer . But you know; people are used to taking it on the 
circumstances. 


Chris : You're right! It's quite hard to cope with the fact that we're responsible for our 
failures. 

Diana : We should learn what is truly worth our while rather than sitting idly by . 

Chris : Honestly, it's like pulling teeth trying to lay these facts out for others. 

Diana : Well, don't beat yourself up; everyone knows their stuff! 


Vocabulary 


A bit of a stretch : a mild exaggeration beyond the truth or what is likely the case. 

No brainer : something which requires little or no mental effort. 

Take it out on : to make someone else suffer or be responsible for your own mistakes, anger, 
sadness, etc. 

Cope with : to endure something, usually something unpleasant or undesirable. 

Worth one's while : Good enough for one to spend time, effort, or money on. 

Sit idly by : to see something bad happening without trying to prevent it. 

Like pulling teeth : used to convey that something is extremely difficult to do. 

Lay out : to explain a plan of action or a sequence of events. 

Know one's stuff : to be good at doing something because you know a lot about it. 


Exercise; 
Fill in the gaps with the appropriate expressions; 


a bit of a stretch no brainer take it out on 

cope with worth one's while sit idly by 

like pulling teeth lay out know one's stuff 

a. I feel so guilty for ............... while my son was going through such a difficult time in his life. 
b. That last test question was a complete .................. 

c. I get that you're upset, but why are you ............... that poor pillow? What did it ever do to 
you? 

d. Diana sold all her shared? Well, that's ........................ 

e. She was finding it hard to .......... her son's increasingly antisocial behavior. 

f. Getting her to tell me about her childhood was ..................... 

g. These documents ................. the principles clearly enough. 

h. I think Nicole is our best candidate for the job—she really ................ when it comes to 
corporate accounting. 

i. Staying up late tonight won't ................... because then I'll be exhausted the whole rest of 
the week. 


Answers 


Set (53) - Just what the doctor ordered 
Dialogue 


Chris : How is the new course going? 

Diana: Just what the doctor ordered . The teacher is competent and I'm making a lot of 
progress . How about yours? 

Chris : So far I can't complain . But the content doesn't measure up to my expectations. 


Diana : Don't be too critical! You were dying to apply for it. I know you're going to end up 
making a fool out of yourself as usual. Look! unless you pick something and stick with 
it, you'll never hit the jackpot . 

Chris : Easy on me Diana - I'll get the ball rolling, anyhow. 


Vocabulary 


Just what the doctor ordered : exactly what is wanted or needed. 

Make progress : to move forward in one's work or activity; to develop or improve. 

Can't complain : Things are fine. A casual response to questions like "How are you?" or 
"How've you been?" 

Measure up : to meet a particular requirement, standard, or expectation. 

Not make a fool of oneself : To do something that makes someone or oneself seem stupid or 
ridiculous. 

Stick with : to persevere or continue with. 

Hit the jackpot : to have a big success. 

Get the ball rolling : set an activity in motion; make a start. 


Exercise; 
Fill in the gaps with the appropriate expressions ; 


just what the doctor ordered make progress 
can't complain measure up not make a fool of oneself 
stick with hit the jackpot get the ball rolling 


a. A short nap is ................... . You'll feel refreshed in no time. 

b. A. "How are things?". B. "I ..................... ,it can't be better". 

c. He said that he was going to ................. the traditions established by his grandfather. 

d. We have no more time to waste. Let's ..............sesseeeeeee 

e. I'm not going to dance too much at the party because I don't want to ....................ssus in 
front of my coworkers. 

f. I went through all the people called Lasalles in the Sydney phone book until I 


g. The medical community continues to ....................... in the fight against cancer. 
h. This meal doesn't .......................... to my expectations. 


Answers 


Set (54) - Nothing but a counter attack can save the day! 
Dialogue 


George : Losing today's match is gonna be a bitter pill to swallow. 

Mike : The new lineup isn't that adequate. Our dependable players aren't included and the 
team's Achilles heel is the right wing , I suppose. 

George : Great! Our best striker David is having a go at goal from the free kick but it's 


just wide . 

Mike : Thomas' outswingers near the penalty spot has also missed the target !! 

George : Oh! That silly foul by Gerard led to the free kick and the final whistle will be 
blown in no time! 

Mike : Man! We're in a rut - nothing but a counterattack can save the day! 


Vocabulary 


Lineup : people that have been selected to form a team or take part in an event. 
Achilles heel : a weakness or vulnerable point. 

Right wing : the right side of a team on the field in soccer, rugby, etc. 

Striker : the player who is to strike the ball in a game. 

Have a go : to try to do something. 

Free kick : an opportunity to kick the ball without the other team getting involved, allowed 
when a player from the other team has broken one of the rules. 

Wide : far from a particular or intended point or target. 

Outswinger : a ball bowled with a swerve or swing from the leg to the off side. 
Penalty spot : the point within the penalty area where penalty kicks are taken. 
Miss the target : to not achieve or reach the goal. 

Blow the final whistle : to end the game. 

Counterattack : an attack made in response to one by an opponent. 


Exercise; 
Fill in the gaps with the appropriate expressions; 


lineup Achilles heel right wing striker 
have a go free kick wide outswinger 
penalty spot miss the target 

blow the final whistle counterattack 


a. I'm ............ at doing my own taxes to save on the cost of hiring an accountant. 
b. The corrupt minister is the government's ................ and is expected to resign. 
c. In the championship final, he scored the winning ............................ 

d. The referee .....................ssss. to signal that the game is finished. 

e. The men had relinquished their position at the first serious ......................... 

f. Relying on incorrect assumptions, they ended up ....................... 

g. He wanted to mix his ...... and see how different players performed together. 
h. He did his best, but the shot went .................. 

i. You get a real sense of achievement from a blistering drive or an unplayable ... 


j. He plays on the ....................... and has pace as well as skill. 
k. They will be without .................. esses , Ridvan Dilmen, who has a leg injury. 
l. Luton conceded a ....................... on the edge of the penalty area. 


Answers 


Set (55) - It takes two to tango 
Dialogue 


Jack : Oh man! Our new product is taking the country by storm . We're literally 
cornering the market . 

Kevin : Have you ever heard of something called viral marketing ? 

Jack : Are you teasing me ? It's a is a given. 


Kevin : Then can't you twist your arm to keep track of our webpage? There're hundreds 
of messages without response! 

Jack : No wonder I will be behind in my work. I can't handle all these messages by myself. 
Why don't you give me a hand? It takes two to tango . 

Kevin : I will. It's a deal. 


Vocabulary 


Take by storm : to win or gain huge and widespread success /popularity rapidly. 

Corner the market : to sell or produce something so successfully as to overshadow all others 
in the same field. 

Viral marketing : a method of marketing whereby consumers are encouraged to share 
information about a company's goods or services via the Internet. 

Tease : make fun of or attempt to provoke (a person or animal). 

A given : a known or established fact or situation. 

Twist one's arm : to pressure or force one into doing something. 

Keep track of : to make certain that you know what is happening. 

Be behind in : to be late with; not progressing quickly enough with. 

It takes two to tango : requires two people to do certain things. 

It's a deal : used to express one's assent to an agreement. 


Exercise; 
Fill in the gaps with the appropriate expressions; 


take by storm corner the market viral marketing tease 
a given twist one's arm keep track of be behind in 
it takes two to tango it's a deal 


a. It takes two to tango. I cannot do this all alone, neither can you - .......... 
b. The singing star ................... the audience in each town ............... 

c. It'S a ......... that the writer of short stories will be keeping his day job. 

d. I didn't want to go to the exhibition, but Linda ................. 

e. I won't join you this evening guys! Iam ................... my studies. 

f. How do you ........................ time if you don't wear a watch ? 

ra PE ETT I will clean the garage if you stop bothering me about it. 

h. I knew ................. was a great way to get our product some exposure because everyone is 
online and on Facebook. 

i. The other children ........................ her because she was wearing braces. 

j. They've more or less .............. the fast-food ............ - they're in every big city in the world. 


Answers 


Set (56) - The sunshine today is just the ticket 
Dialogue 


Sally : The sunshine today is just the ticket ! Right? You're totally lost on thought ! 
Kevin : I'm thinking how we lost the match by a hair ! 

Sally : The other guys simply played well and won fair and square. Your team are used to 
painting themselves into a corner . By the way; I heard the coach is gonna leave. 


Kevin : Not on my watch ! This won't take place even if it is the last thing I do. You mark 
my words 

Sally : And for the record ; you've been fired as well. 

Kevin : What? They will pay for it! I'll definitely cut my nose to spite my face ! 


Vocabulary 


Lost in thought : absent-minded; showing a forgetful or inattentive disposition. 

Just the ticket : exactly what is needed; exactly right. 

By a hair : by an extremely short or slim margin (of distance, time, etc.). 

Paint oneself into a corner : Get oneself into a difficulty from which one can't extricate 
oneself. 

Not on my watch : That will not happen while I am in charge or on the lookout. 

Mark one's words : tell someone about something that you are certain will happen in the 
future:. 

Take place : to happen; to occur. 

For the record : so that the true facts are recorded or known. 

Cut one's nose to spite one's face : to use self-destructive means in an attempt to solve a 
problem or fix a situation. 


Exercise; 
Fill in the gaps with the appropriate expressions; 


lost in thought just the ticket by a hair 
paint oneself into a corner not on my watch mark one's words 
take place for the record cut one's nose to spite one's face 


You can refuse to talk to her if you like, but you're just ..................... 

. The race was neck and neck till the very end, but Sally won it ................... 

The discussion ......................... in a famous villa on the lake's shore. 

, L really... ee by leaving this essay till the lael minute! 

. You're going to dig a hole in the yard? ...........................! 

a denario ,it was she who approached me about n a deal, not the other way around. 
g. This van is ................ eese for carrying all our luggage 

h. It's no use trying to talk to Helen when she's ..................... like that; it's as if we don't even 
exist! 

i. They're going to regret firing me, you ..................sssesss. ! 


monorD 


Answers 


Set (57) - Go figure! 
Dialogue 


Sally : Mike is a stand-up guy but his brothers are all sourpusses . 
Sarah : Go figure ! 
Sally : But when any of them steps out of line , he steps in to work it out . 


Sarah : They're trying to set him up and lay their hands on his company. Actually, they 
have a long track record of scams. 
Sally: It gives me goosbumps just talking about them! 


Vocabulary 


Stand-up : (adj) loyal to friends and beliefs. 

A sourpuss : a bad-tempered or habitually sullen person. 

Go figure : It's really strange.; Just try to figure it out. 

Step out of line : behave inappropriately or disobediently. 

Work out : to solve a problem by considering the facts. 

Set someone up : to deceive someone so that they do or fall victim to something. 

Lay one's hand on : to get someone or something, especially to do harm. 

Track record : all a person's or an organization's successes or failures in the past. 
Goosebumps : Bumps on one's skin where one's body hair stands on end as the result of an 
intense feeling of cold, nervousness, anxiety, excitement, or fear. 


Exercise; 
Fill in the gaps with the appropriate expressions ; 


stand-up a sourpuss go figure 

step out of line work out set someone up 

lay one's hand on track record goosebumps 

a. There's a ............. comedian, and my sources tell me he is about to go stellar. 

b. I don't believe your situation is as hopeless as you think. If you love each other, you'll 
c. It's a terrible movie and it made $200 million. ........................... ! 

d. I'm sorry about last night, I ..................... when I made those demands. 

e. I do not Even want to go near that grouchy old ................... . He gives me the creeps! 

f. When she told me that she loved me, I got ................... 

g. The job needs someone with a good ....................... in investment. 

h. There have been reports recently of scam artists trying to ......... customers ...... so that 
they divulge their bank account details over the phone. 

i. He couldn't wait to ................. on her money no matter how hard he tried! 


Answers 


Set (58) - Way to go! 
Dialogue 


Sally : Unlike his dad who is all thumbs , Rob is a handy boy. He never throws away any 
second hand tool. For him even the smallest screw can serve a purpose . 

Sarah : I wish I had a boy like Rob. It takes forever to get things fixed never mind the fact 
that I spend a fortune on that. Currently, my TV is on the blink . 


Sally : Why don't you get a new one and spare yourself the trouble ? 

Sarah : To say I've had enough of those broken stuff is an understatement ! I've already 
ordered a new one. 

Sally : Way to go ! 


Vocabulary 


All thumbs : very awkward with your hands; clumsy. 

Handy : (adj) able to use something skillfully. 

Second hand : not new; having been used in the past. 

Serve a purpose : to have a particular use or function in some way. 

Spend a fortune : to spend a large amount of money. 

On the blink : (of a machine) not working properly; out of order. 

Spare yourself the trouble : to avoid going through difficult experiences. 

Understatement : (noun) the act or an instance of stating something in restrained terms, or 
as less than it is. 

Way to go : Well done! Good job! 


Exercise; 
Fill in the gaps with the appropriate expressions; 


all thumbs second hand serve a purpose 

spend a fortune on the blink 

spare yourself the trouble understatement 

way to go handy 

a. Harry tried to fix the chair, but he was ..................... 

b. I don't know why they've added all this information but it probably ....... 

C. It's not necessary to .................... to have a wonderful party. 

d. Thankfully, private organizations can ................. them ............... , 

e . To call Michael Lawrence a high flyer would be .................. . He's a genius! 

f. Have you seen this .................... little gadget - it's for separating egg yolks from whites. 
g. Mary: "Dad, I got an A+ on my midterm exam!" Bill: "............... , sweetie!" 

h. I can't hear the news since my radio went .................. 

i. Almost all the equipment on offer will be ................ , but warranties are offered on most 
products. 


Answers 


Set (59) - It could be right under your nose! 
Dialogue 


Peter : Steven you're such a slob ! How many times should I warn you not to pile 
everything up and scatter stuff around ? The place is a complete mess ! 
Steven : Here we go again! I bet you've lost your glasses. Haven't you? 


Peter : Of course not! This time my wallet is missing. I've looked high and low but to no 
avail. 

Steven : Just stop nagging and it'll turn up ! It could be right under your nose ! 

Peter : Here it is ! On the TV. Anyway, I'm gonna straighten the flat out . 


Vocabulary 


A slob : (noun) a person who is lazy and has low standards of cleanliness. 
Pile up: to accumulate; to put things on top of each other 

Scatter around : carelessly put in different places. 

A mess : (noun) disorderly, cluttered condition; bad or confused situation. 
Look high and low : to look everywhere. 

Nag : harass (someone) constantly to do something that they are averse to. 
Turn up : to appear. 

Right under someone's nose : in an obvious, nearby place. 

Straighten something out : to make something tidy or organized. 

Here it is /they are !: said when you've found something you're looking for. 


Exercise; 
Fill in the gaps with the appropriate expressions; 


a slob pile up scatter around 
amess look high and low nag turn up 
right under someone's nose straighten something out 


here it is /they are ! 


a. Getting out of this mess was going to require a fair degree of ingenuity. 

b. There were several brightly colored rugs ............................ . 

c. Boats often .................... on the rocks in the shallow water. 

d. He leaves his germ - laden , dirty tissue on the table Morale he is ........... 
e. I don't know why you couldn't find it—it's ...........................! 

f. With the aid of a professional investigator; all the missing d aeo Wiseevess 


g. Jackie constantly ............... her daughter about getting married 
h. I've been ........................ a that certificate and I still can't find it! 
i. A. "Have you seen my key?" B. "Yeah! In my pocket! ................ 


j. The project got so muddled that they had to bring in an outside advisor LO: isses: 


Answers 


Set (60) - I can kiss it goodbye now! 
Dialogue 


Ben : You've been fiddling around with this washing machine for hours! Aren't you fed up 
already? Maybe you won't doctor it up this time! Will you? 
James : You're right! I can kiss it goodbye now. 


Ben : Good for you! You're cut out to be a technician! 

James : Stop ridiculing and help me remove this screw. It needs a lot of elbow-grease ! 
Ben : I told you all along that the panel is broken but you took no notice ! You're as 
stubborn as a mule . 


Vocabulary 

Fiddle around : to play with or idly handle (something) improperly. 

Doctor something up : to fix superficially or temporarily. 

Kiss something a goodbye : to see something ruined or lost. 

Elbow-grease : hard physical work, especially vigorous polishing or cleaning. 
All along : from the beginning. 

Take no notice : to pay no attention to someone or something. 

Stubborn as a mule : extremely obstinate. 


Exercise; 
Fill in the gaps with the appropriate expressions; 


fiddle around doctor something up kiss something a goodbye 
elbow-grease all along take no notice stubborn as a mule 

a. You'll never get Rich to change his opinion—he's ........................ 

b. The legislature has ...................... while our schools are falling apart. 

C. T osse the photo .............. to make myself look younger. 

d. Nothing would shift it however much ................... we used 

e. As I had suspected ...................... , he was not a real policeman. 

f. Don't waste your breath! They will. mH of your advice! 

g. After my horse lost in the final race, I ........ all the money I'd won that day at the track 


Set (61) - You just cut to the chase! 
Dialogue 


Peter : I saw the mayor and told him that the state's Sunday law is a dead letter as many 
stores open and conduct business on that day. 

Ben : Well done! You just cut to the chase! 

Peter : Regarding our license, I was informed that we still need two signatures to be home 


free . Steven is tracking it and he assured me that it is in good hands . 

Ben : What's the point of all this red tape ? They're just holding us back ! When on 
earth will we get rid of these time-worn rules? 

Peter: When the pigs fly ! 


Vocabulary 

Dead letter : an existing law or agreement that is no longer obeyed or enforced. 
Cut to the chase : to reach the most important points quickly. 

Home free : to succeed without difficulty or obstacles. 

In good hands : In competent or safe care. 

What's the point of : to ask about the reasons for something in a negative way. 
Red tape : obstructive official routine or procedure; time-consuming bureaucracy. 
Time-worn : belonging to, existing, or occurring in times long past. 

When the pigs fly : that will never happen. 


Exercise; 
Fill in the gaps with the appropriate expressions; 


dead letter cut to the chase home free in good hands 
what's the point of red tape time-worn when the pigs fly 


a. No one does anything about it and the law becomes a ................... 

b. Because of all .................. at immigration I missed my connecting flight 

T O studying math in school anyway? No one ever uses it in real life. 

d. He gave us the same ................ speech about the need to work hard. 

e. A. "Jerry said she would quit smoking". B; “Yeah! ............... x 

f. I didn't have time to chat, so I told Ben to .............. and just tell me what he wanted. 

g. I'm so relieved that the scans are clean. After months of treatment, I'm finally ............ ! 

h. The company is ................... . It will be successful for many years, because the managers 
are all very smart and capable people. 


Answers 


Set (62) - The hustle and bustle of cities 
Dialogue 


Lucy : I can't take it anymore! Living in this run-down (1) building is like hell . I’m 
completely run-down (2) . Besides, we're in the middle of nowhere . 
Jenny : Isn't it better than living amidst the hustle and bustle of cities? 
Lucy : Not on your life ! As soon as we pay off our loan, I'll move back to the city. I have 


had enough of this life! 

Jenny : Won't you give me a rundown (3) of the new semester's schedule? 
Lucy : Provided you take over the cooking tomorrow. 

Jenny : touché 


Vocabulary 

Run-down (1); (adj) old; ancient; in a poor or neglected state. 

Hell : a situation or place of evil, misery, discord, or destruction. 

Run-down (2): tired and rather unwell, especially through overwork. 

In the middle of nowhere : a place that is very remote. 

Hustle and bustle : large amount of activity and work, usually in a noisy surrounding. 
Not on your life: No way. 

Rundown (3): (noun) an analysis or summary of something. 

Take over : to begin to do something that someone else was doing 


Exercise; 

Fill in the gaps with the correct phrases ; 

run-down (old) hell run-down (tired) in the middle of nowhere 
hustle and bustle not on your life rundown (analysis) take over 


a. The army is/are threatening to ................. if civil unrest continues. 

b. A. "You're going to pick up the equipment. Aren't you?" B." .................... 
c. I can give you a brief ................... on each of the job applicants 

d. He buys up ............... properties, fixes them up and resells them. 

e. We're completely ..................... and need a thorough rest. 

f. Shell Cottage provides the perfect retreat from the .................. of London. 
g. One time we got stranded in a little town ..........................ss 

h. With the presence of this blabbermouth, work is sheer .................. 


Answers 


Set (63) - It's time to turn over a new leaf! 
Dialogue 


Lucy : Won't you patch it up with Sam? It's time to turn over a new leaf ! The whole 
matter isn't worth it! 
Jenny : Not in the short run at least! He's such a bootlicker and keeps sucking up to 


Thomas just to gloss over his under-the-table deals. 

Lucy : That's weird! He used to be on the level and never stepped out of line. 
Jenny : Being surrounded by corrupt people made of him a carbon copy of them. 
Lucy : As they say; dogs of the same street bark alike! 


Vocabulary 


Patch up : to settle (a quarrel). 

Turn over a new leaf : to start behaving in a better way. 

Suck up : to kowtow; behave obsequiously, especially for one's own advantage. 

gloss over : to overlook: to ignore: to avoid considering. 

Under-the-table : (adj) Secret (often because what is being done is illegal). 

On the level : honest; straightforward. 

A carbon copy : a person or thing identical or very similar to another. 

Dogs of the same street bark alike : People of the same background have the same 
behaviour. 


Exercise; 
Fill in the gaps with the correct phrases ; 


patch up turn over a new leaf suck up gloss over 
under-the-table on the level a carbon copy 
dogs of the same street bark alike 


a. Steven and Peter went to the same school and are of the same neighborhood. They have 
almost identical habits and interests. Well, it’s true that ............ ; 


b. I need to you to be .......... with me: do I have any chance at this promotion? 

C. A few tabloid newspapers got hold of this .................... gossip. 

d. That particular trip was more or less a ..................... of the previous one. 

e. Jackie and Bill are still trying to ....................... their marriage. 

f. After years of drifting from job to job, Danny ........ and got himself a steady gig. 

g. You don't have to ............... to them anymore. We have got the upper hand already! 
h. Some foreign governments appear happy to ........... continued human rights abuses. 


Answers ; 


Set (64) - Let's not take it to heart anyway! 
Dialogue 


David : I've made up my mind to quit. James's such a nag . He keeps hounding me. 

Steven : We're in the same boat. Jessie won't get off my back as well. She's bossing me 
around as if I'm a little kid. 

David : At least Jessie is a bit open-minded . You can simply ask her to knock it off . 


Steven : Right! James is a pill . He is constantly harping on the same stuff. He's going to 
send you to the Looney bin if you don't put a stop to his farce . 

David : Let's not take it to heart anyway! If Jessie keeps nitpicking , you should take 
what she says with a pinch of salt . 


Vocabulary 


A nag : a persistently urging person. 

Hound someone : to bother; to annoy 

In the same boat : in a similar situation. 

Get off one's back : to leave someone alone, don't bother. 

Boss someone around : to give orders to another person rudely. 
Open-minded : (adj) willing to consider new ideas; unprejudiced. 
Knock it off : to stop. 

A pill : an annoying, disagreeable person. 

Harp on : to dwell on one subject, repeat, persist. 

Looney bin : insane asylum; mental hospital. 

Farce : an event or situation that is absurd or disorganized. 

Take something to heart : to consider seriously. 

Nitpicks : to find faults in details that are not important. 

take something with a pinch of salt : regard something as exaggerated; believe only part of 
something. 


Exercise; 
Fill in the gaps with the correct phrases; 


a nag hound someone in the same boat 

get off one's back boss someone around open-minded 
knock it off apill take something with a pinch of salt 
harp on Looney bin farce 

take something to heart nitpicks 


a. The way mechanics charge for their services sometimes seems like a .............. 
b. If you spent less time .................. , you'd get more work done. 

c. I shall keep... ee about it until we get the answers. 

d. You can't ............... me ........... just because Mom isn't here! 

e. He kept ................. her until she agreed to see the movie. 

f. You have to ....... everything she says .......... , because she tends to exaggerate. 
g. Don't ask her! Do you want to send your mum to the ................. ? 

h. Doctors these days tend to be more ................ about alternative medicine. 

i. The press ....... the president about the country's involvement in the foreign war. 
j. He. really... eet when I asked him to reconsider. 

| ces , you two! I don't want to see any more fighting. 

l. If you lose your job, I'll lose mine, so we're both ........................ 

m. I guess I can be .......... sometimes, but I really do appreciate your concern. 

n. He wanted his mom to ....................... about marriage. 


Answers 


Set (65) - I've been whistling a different tune! 
Dialogue 


James : I used to be very pessimistic, but ever since surviving that car wreck, I've been 
whistling a different tune ! 

Bill : You used to have a chip on your shoulder as well. What about this? 

James : Well, let bygones be bygones ! Oh; What are you getting at ? 


Bill : Previously, you would dish it out but you couldn't take it ! 

James : I know what you mean; I have already cleared the air with Steven. By the way 
save your wisecracks for yourself. I still need to settle accounts with you. Little jerk! 

Bill : Old habits die hard, indeed! 


Vocabulary 


Whistle a different tune : to change one's opinion or behavior. 

Have a chip on your shoulder : to have quarrelsome attitude; quick to anger. 
Let bygones be bygones : 

Get at : to mean; to hint; to imply. 

Dish it out : to criticize other people. 

Take it : to endure trouble, criticism, abuse, pressure. 

Clear the air with : to calm anger and remove misunderstanding. 

A wisecrack : (noun) a sarcastic or nasty remark. 

Settle accounts : to avenge a misdeed. 

Old habits die hard : people find it difficult to change their accustomed behavior. 


Exercise; 
Fill in the gaps with the correct phrases; 


whistle a different tune have a chip on your shoulder get at 

let bygones be bygones dish out take it clear the air with 

a wisecrack settle accounts old habits die hard 

a. He made some ............... about my lack of culinary ability. 

b. They decided to ................. and made peace with each other. 

c. He never used to support that political candidate, but he's ...... all of a sudden. 

d. She still seems to ................. about the argument she had with her partner. 

e. Look, there are no ...................... with you or anything, so let's just let bygones be bygones, 
OK? 

f. Ross is better at ................... criticism than receiving it himself. 


g. Tell me what you really thought of my play—be honest, I can ............ ! 
h. Can you get to the point? I don't know what you're ..................... ! 


i. A former police officer proved ................ after detaining a violent teenager who attacked 
him. 
j. The silent treatment isn't helping the situation between you two, so ................ already. 


Answers 


Set (66) - Nib it in the bud 
Dialogue 


Thomas : OK, that's the last straw ! I told Mark to stop irritating his mates, but he's taking 
no notice of that. I'll teach him a lesson. 

Diana : Come on! You're making a big thing of it! He's still too young to lay the blame 
on him. 


Thomas : I know, but unless we nib it in the bud , he'll end up going astray . 

Diana : You're right, but please don't make waves . Or else we're gonna be the talk of the 
town! 

Thomas : Yeah, the last thing we need is to make the fry fly . l'll hand him over to you; 
anyway. 


Vocabulary 

The last straw : the last of a succession of irritations or troubles that leads to a loss of 
patience, a disaster, etc. 

Teach someone a lesson : punish or hurt someone as a deterrent or warning. 
Make a big thing of : to exaggerate. 

Lay the blame on : to blame. 

Nip something in the bud : suppress or destroy something at an early stage. 
Go astray : to go out of the right, good, or expected way; into error. 

Make waves : to cause trouble; to create a disturbance. 

The talk of the town : to be what everyone is talking about. 

Make the fur fly : to cause a fight or an argument; to create an uproar. 
Hand over : to delegate authority or responsibility to someone or something. 


Exercise; 

Fill in the gaps with the correct phrases ; 

the last straw teach someone alesson make a big thing of 

lay the blame on nip something in the bud go astray 

make waves the talk of the town make the fur fly hand over 


a. Many politicians ................... in order to be kept in the media. 

b. The public seems to be ................ the data breach about the company's lax security 
measures. 

c. She has been unhappy with him for a long time but when he crashed her car, it was 
d. The strange behavior of the new mayor is ........................ 

e. By arresting all the leaders, they ......... the rebellion .................. 

f. John tripped me, so I punched him. That ought to .................... 

g. My mom will ................... if she finds out we took her car without asking. 

h. Teens who have a conducive family atmosphere to fall back on hardly ever ..... 

i. Don't ............ such a .............. missing the bus: there'll be another one along in a minute. 

j. The soldiers were ordered to .................... their guns. 


Answers 


Set (67) - Don't rub it in! 
Dialogue 


Mike : They are trying to teaching me a lesson for turning down the report! I feel like 
knocking my head against the wall trying to point it out but they just won't listen! See! 
That's what you get out of your goodwill. 

Peter : It serves you right because you've allowed them to walk all over you . 


Mike : Don't rub it in ! I don't like getting the short end of the stick . 

Peter : What I want to say is unless you're giving them the green line , they won't dare 
to take you for granted . 

Mike : Do you think it's too late to turn the tables on them? 

Peter : Not at all! It's never too late to take the gloves off . 


Vocabulary 


Knock one's head against the wall : to waste time in futile effort to improve or change 
something. 

Serve someone right : be someone's deserved punishment or misfortune. 

Walk all over someone : to take advantage of someone. 

Rub it in : to constantly refer to a mistake or fault. 

Get the short end of the stick : to receive unfair, unequal treatment. 

Give the green line : to allow. 

Take for granted : To underestimate or undervalue someone or something. 

Turn the tables : to change or reverse something dramatically. 

Take the gloves off : To begin to behave in a more hostile or tenacious way. 


Exercise; 

Fill in the gaps with the correct phrases ; 

knock one's head against the wall walk all over someone 
rub it in get the short end of the stick take for granted 
turn the tables take the gloves off serve someone right 


a. I feel like I've been ..................... trying to understand this math equation. 
b. It ...... John ......... that Dave threw him out of his party last night. He was acting like such a 


c. She ............. on her rival with allegations of corruption. 

d. It is an undeniable fact that I ruined the performance, but there's no need to .................. 
e. Up until now the game has been quite friendly, but now all seem to ............. ! 

f. A comfortable bed to sleep in is a luxury that we .................... 

g. They might be the number one seed, but we're determined not to let them ............. 

h. As usual it's the consumer who ...................... 


Answers 


Set (68) - He's only a freeloader 
Dialogue 


Jerry : Paul certainly deserves credit for the work he did on the project. 

Peter : No he doesn't! He's only a freeloader - He doesn't know the first thing about 
diagrams but he's very good at talking big . 

Jerry : A free rider ! 


Peter : Never mind him; I'll put him in his place . I know how to hit him where it hurts 
and I know well which side his bread is buttered . 

Jerry : How do you mean ? What will you do? 

Peter : You'll see when the time's ripe ! 


Vocabulary 


Deserves credit for : to be owed recognition for doing something. 

A freeloader : a person who has the advantage of something given, such as money, food, or a 
place to stay, without offering anything in exchange. 

Not to know the first thing about : to know nothing about. 

Talk big : talk boastfully or overconfidently.. 

A free rider : a person or company that gets an advantage without paying for it or earning it. 
Put someone in his place : To humble or lower the dignity of one. 

Hit someone where it hurts : To attack one in the area that is most vulnerable or that will 
result in the most harm. (Usually does not refer to physical violence). 

Know which side one's bread is buttered : know what to do. 

How do you mean? used for asking someone to explain what they have said 

Time is ripe : when it is the suitable time. 


Exercise; 
Fill in the gaps with the correct phrases; 


deserves credit for a freeloader not to know the first thing about 
talk big a free rider time is ripe put someone in his place 
hit someone where it hurts know which side one's bread is buttered 
how do you mean 

a. We are unlikely to deliver the project on time as long as .................. outnumber us. 
b. Doctors ...................... switching to cheaper, but equally effective drugs 

c. Leave these little alone for heaven's sake! You ................... farming. 

d. He has some deep need to ................ , but it's just talk—no action. 

e. Jerry always helps out his boss; he ....................... 

f. He's always worrying about his weight, so if you want to .................. , tell him he's looking a 
bit fat 

g. ‘She wasn't at all like I expected.’ '.............. suse ?' 

h. With prices so low, the .................. to buy up real estate in the city. 

i. His quips at the party aimed to ............ the CEO ................ ; 


j. We should take care of the people in need, but not the ................. 


Answers 


Set (69)-None had the backbone to stand up to him 
Dialogue 


Charles : James was suspected for cheating but none had the backbone to stand up to 
him. 

Mike : Well, I have every confidence that the new inspectors will get to the bottom of it 
in no time. 


Charles : What if they proved him guilty and lowered the boom ? 

Mike : Then, he would get what's coming to him . They must set him an example for 
other jerks. I'm a strong proponent of the rule of law, not the law of the jungle 

Charles : But bear in mind that the drama queen , his mom, will raise Cain ! 


Vocabulary 


Backbone: (noun) courage. 

Stand up to someone : to be brave to confront someone. 

Get to the bottom of it : to determine the cause or source of something. 

Lower the boom : to punish someone or something harshly. 

Get what's coming to one : to receive what one deserves. 

Set an example : show a standard of work or behavior for others to follow. 

The law of the jungle : the principle that those who are strong and apply ruthless self- 
interest will be most successful. 

Bear in mind : to remember. 

Drama queen : A person (usually a woman) who is given to exaggerated, disproportionate 
emotional reactions to relatively minor events or situations. 

Raise Cain : to cause a commotion, to create a disturbance, to make trouble. 


Exercise; 
Fill in the gaps with the correct phrases; 


backbone stand up to someone get to the bottom of 

lower the boom get what's coming to one set an example 

the law of the jungle bear in mind drama queen raise Cain 

a. Well, Mom ................ and grounded me for a month because I came home after curfew 
again. 

b. Jenny has finally .................... her as a result her dirty deals 

c. Before you ask for a raise, .................. that the company isn't doing well financially right 
now. 

d. The police daren't go into certain parts of the city. It's ............... in there. 

e. Ah, don't be such a ................ , Tom, they're not going to fire you for a simple mistake like 
that. 

f. The customer has been ........... about the service charge we included on his bill. 

g. You shouldn't use bad language in front of your children — it .... a bad .............. 

h. The new regulations give workers the confidence to .......... their employers. 

i. Investigators are trying to ............. what went wrong. 

j. I wonder if he has the .............. to tell them what he thinks! 


Answers 


Set (70) - At least to save face 
Dialogue 


Simon : Peter should never cry uncle - He has to keep right on going. At least to save face 


Emilie : But his opponents are totally unprincipled . They're resorting to mudslinging . 


Simon : It's a complete a battle of nerves . It's an asymmetrical one as well. 

Emilie : Will he take it lying down ? I'm afraid he's gonna go down swinging . 

Simon : All I know is that Peter will have the upper hand as long as he's sticking to his 
guns . Period. 


Vocabulary 


Cry/say uncle : to surrender; to admit defeat; to throw in the towel. 

Save face : to avoid humiliation. 

Unprincipled : not acting in accordance with moral principles. 

Mudslinging : scandalous allegations about an opponent to damage their reputation. 
Battle/war of nerves : psychological warfare used to wear down an adversary's resolve 
through fear tactics. 

Asymmetrical : (adj) unbalanced; uneven; out of line. 

Take something lying down : to suffer without a fight 

Go down swinging : to lose but fight until the end. 

Have the upper hand : to have an advantage. 

Stick to one's guns : to refuse to compromise or change, despite criticism. 


Exercise; 
Fill in the gaps with the correct phrases; 


cry/say uncle save face unprincipled mudslinging 
battle of nerves asymmetrical take something lying down 
go down swinging get/have the upper hand stick to one's guns 


a. The union has been fighting a ................... with the management over pay. 

b. Bright colors and .................. design make Horton Plaza an amusing place. 

c. He insulted me publicly. You don't expect me to .....................ss. , do you? 

d. Now, mutual recriminations, personal attacks on leaders and ................. are the order of 
the day. 

e. IE YOU oec ese enit. right now, I'll let you go first in the next game. 

f. I was late to the meeting but tried to ............... by blaming an urgent call. 

g. But while admitting that his means were sometimes ................. , it must be recollected that 
his real ends were high and noble. 

h. The prosecution is going to try to trip you up with your statement and your alibi, but so 


long as you ...................-s , there's nothing to worry about. 
i. The pace was frenetic as neither man wanted to let the other .... ........ 
j. I would rather ................ knowing that I did everything I possibly could. 


Answers 


Set (71) - Getting me down against my will! 
Dialogue 


Lucy : Although we are making good profits there is one cloud on the horizon — the 
government may increase taxes in the near future. 

Tina : Don't be so gloomy; every dark cloud has a silver lining . 

Lucy : The terrible news is getting me down against my will ! I can't help but cloud up - 


I wish I had a million dollars. I will lay back all day and watch TV. 

Tina : Get your head out of the clouds and watch where you are driving! You're going to 
kill us. 

Lucy : You're very good at smashing my dreams into pieces! Aren't you? The thought of 
millions sends me to cloud nine . 


Vocabulary 


Cloud on the horizon : an omen that something bad or problematic will happen in the near 
future. 

Every dark cloud has a silver lining : it is possible for something good to come out of a bad 
situation. 

Get someone down : depress or demoralize someone. 

Against someone's will : contrary to a person's choice or desire. 

Cloud up : to become very sad or upset. 

Lay back : to relax and rest on your back. 

Get your head out of the clouds : stop daydreaming. 

(to be on) Cloud nine : to be blissfully happy. 


Exercise; 
Fill in the gaps with the correct phrases; 


cloud on the horizon every dark cloud has a silver lining 

get someone down against someone's will cloud up 

lay back get one's head out of the clouds (to be on) cloud nine 

a. She put her arms under her head and .................. , looking up at the sky. 

b. Come on, man, ................. esses —we only have an hour left to cram for the test! 

c. Kitty was on eee when she heard the good news 

d. Her face ..................... at the mention of her ex-girlfriend. 

e. Financial analysts believe that the sudden drop in oil prices points to a .................. for the 


national economy. 

f. When I'm going through a hard time, I try to remind myself that .................. 
g. The thought of working for a faceless corporation really .................... 

h. The attacker forced the woman into his car ....................... 


Answers 


Set (72) - Kill them with your kindness 
Dialogue 


Harry : Hey Donald! You aren't really with it today! What's wrong? 

Donald : Oh! Those loud neighbors! They're giving me sleepless nights. They're renovating 
their kitchen and making a great racket ! 

Harry : Why don't you talk to them and ask them to keep it down ? 


Donald: Well, I did but I'm going nowhere . We seem to have reached a standoff . 
Harry : Why don't you change your tune and kill them with your kindness ? 
Donald : How do you mean? 

Harry : Consider treating them to a meal or bring some gifts for their kids. 


Vocabulary 

With it : alert; responsive. 

Racket : (noun) an unpleasant loud continuous noise 

Keep it down : to be quitter. 

Go/get nowhere : make no progress. 

Standoff : a situation in which agreement in an argument does not seem possible. 
Change one's tune : express a very different opinion or behave in a very different way. 
Kill someone with kindness : to be enormously kind to someone. 


Exercise; 
Fill in the gaps with the correct phrases ; 


with it racket keep it down get/go nowhere 

standoff change one's tune kill someone with kindness 

a. He'd soon ................... if he thought she'd lost interest. 

b. The downward move came as fears eased that the hostage ............ could spiral out of 
control. 


c. Might it not be more effective to exercise some discretion by ignoring them, or perhaps 
tryimmg tO... tree ? 

d. If you start worrying about people's feelings, you ................... 

e. Excuse me boys - I won't join you! I'm just not ............. today. 

f. If Miss Field and her neighbours cannot bear the ................ , they should consider moving 
out to the silent suburbs. 

LETTERE before the neighbors call the police! 


Answers 


Set (73) - He's panic-stricken after he got a sideswipe! 
Dialogue 


Steven : The design of this car appeals to me. I wonder whether it is roadworthy ! 

Mark : Actually, it has some wear and tear , but it is in pretty good shape . 

Steven : Well, I must confess that I'm kind of a road hug , but I never smacked into 
someone or had a fender-bender . 


Mark: Speaking of roads - the other day I was riding Albert with me. He wiped me out by 
his observations. In short, he's such a backseat driver . 

Steven : That's right. He's panic-stricken after he got a sideswipe ! 

Mark : Yeah. As far as I remember he used to love speeding up as well. 

Steven : the truth is driving fast takes its toll on the car engine. I'm not a big fan of that. 


Vocabulary 


Appeal to : to resonate with one's specific interests or feelings. 
Roadworthy : (adj) (of a motor vehicle or bicycle) fit to be used on the road. 
Wear and tear : normal deterioration and minor damage from frequent use. 
In good shape : in a good condition. 

A road hug : person who takes too much room on the road. 

Smack into : to collide; to hit. 

Fender-bender : a dent in the fender. A minor accident. 

Backseat driver : a passenger who tell you how to drive. 

Panic-stricken : (adj) affected with panic; very frightened. 

Sideswipe : to hit the side of the car. 

Take its toll on : to affect, especially negatively; to damage or degrade. 


Exercise; 
Fill in the gaps with the correct phrases; 


appeal to roadworthy wear and tear in good shape 

a road hug smack into fender-bender backseat driver 
panic-stricken sideswipe take its toll on 

a. That style of architecture just doesn't ................. me. 

ME princes wrote to them for political assistance or pecuniary aid. 

c. She was going too fast and .................. a parked car. 

d. Heavy smoking and drinking will ................... a person's health. 

e. Daisy is such a .................. , She needs to stop interfering - no one asked for her advice 
f. This would be the first practical, ................... car that could run on solely renewable energy 
g. I wasn't looking where I was going and walked ................... a lamppost. 

h. This sofa shows a lot of ..................... ; we should replace it. 

i. This Car isn't icut I'd like to have one that's in better condition. 

j. Why don't you stick with one side? You are such a .................. 

k. The new one was a .................. item, and Jenny could push it around the grounds. 


Answers 


Set (74) - He dwells on unnecessary stuff 
Dialogue 


Clare : Charles brought it on himself! What do they call the feeling of joy when others 
suffer? 

Mark : Schadenfreude . But don't be silly - I know he's a blabbermouth ; poor Charles. 
He'll have hard feelings about this for a long time because he truly loves Jenny. 


Clare : It serves him right, I suppose. He dwells on unnecessary stuff and ends up giving 
full rein to his mouth . 

Mark: The point is Jenny is oversensitive . She couldn't stand hearing him talking trash. 
Clare : Jenny is very kind-hearted and forgives easily but she is fuming right now. 

Mark : It'll blow over anyway. 


Vocabulary 


Bring something on oneself: to cause; to produce. 

Schadenfreude : taking pleasure in the misfortune of others. 

Blabbermouth : a person who talks excessively or indiscreetly. 

Hard feelings : feelings of anger and bitterness. 

Dwell on : talk and think about something all the time. 

Give full rein to someone/something : to give them a lot of freedom. 
Oversensitive : (especially of a person or an instrument) excessively sensitive. 
Talk trash : to talk nonsense; to utter complete fabrications. 

Fume : to be angry. 

Blow over : to end; to pass. 


Exercise; 
Fill in the gaps with the correct phrases ; 


bring something on oneself schadenfreude blabbermouth 
hard feelings dwell on fume blow over 

give full rein to someone/something oversensitive talk trash 
a. I'm not sympathetic because he ................... by mismanaging his money. 


b. When the winning team saw their rivals saddened by defeat, they felt a sense of 
c. John's remarks after the ceremony caused a lot of ....................... 

d. She didn't have time to ................. her final victory. 

e. I'm such a .................. that I couldn't keep the news from friends and coworkers. 

f. The scandal will soon ................. if they don't make a big thing of it. 

g. We sat there waiting for him, ................ with anger at the delay. 

h. There are too many radio shows featuring idiots who call in and ................ all day. 

i. He is ............... - it's difficult to establish a rapport with him. 

J. He was ................... manage the project as he wished. 


Set (75) - Can't you put it off? 
Dialogue 


: Hey Mark! I just wanted to have a word with you before you're off . 

: I’m really pressed for time. Can't you put it off ? 

: Please Mark! I won't hold you up . It really can't wait ! Well; Jessie is inquiring 
about the position you told her about. 


Mark: Tell her not hold your breath in the short run. It would be much better if she takes 
matters into her own hands and searches for another job. 

Clare : Yeah; she wants me to ask you what should she take up ? 

Mark : Well, I'll look into it when I'm available. Please, don't hold me back anymore. I 
need to dash . 


Vocabulary 


Have a word : speak briefly to someone. 

Off : to leave a place. 

Put something off : to delay; to postpone. 

Hold up : to delay; to postpone. 

Something can't wait : to be urgent. 

Hold one's breath : to wait for something specific to happen. 
Take matters into one's own hands : to deal with a problem yourself. 
Take up : begin an activity. 

Look into something : to investigate; to check. 

Hold someone back : to restrain people from moving forward. 
Dash : to run or travel somewhere in a great hurry. 


Exercise; 

Fill in the gaps with the correct phrases; 

have a word off put off 

hold up something can't wait take matters into one's own hands 
look into hold back hold one's breath 

dash take up 

rea ib eee doing the laundry until tomorrow. I must talk to her about this. 
b. Supposedly loyal workers suddenly upped and .................. to the new firms 
c. At the scene of the fire all ............... towards the exit. 

d. The electrician said he'd be here before noon, but I won't .................. 

e; She csse tennis at the age of 11 

f. Your fears are really ............ YOU ........ eee in life. 

g. When the police failed to catch her son's murderer, she decided to ............ 
hi; LjuSE «esce with Stu and he said he'll join us tonight. 

i. I wrote a letter of complaint, and the airline have promised to .......... the matter. 
Pe E to see you and the girls—it's been way too long! 


Set (76) - 30 lashes with a wet noodle 
Dialogue 


George : You deserve 30 lashes with a wet noodle because you're such a wet noodle. 
How do you let them push you around? 

Sam : I can't! I mean I wimp to confront them; that’s not fair - If I do, I’m toast . 

George : What's wrong with you? Use your noodle ! Defend yourself at least. Don't let 


them take advantage of you. 

Sam: I can't figure out why are they green with envy to that extent ? Is it because I get 
better scores? 

George : Never mind. I know how to put a stop to all this farce. 

Sam : Alright, I count on you. 


Vocabulary 


Lashes with a wet noodle : to punish someone for something small. 

A well noodle : a dupe; a wimp. 

Wimp : fail to do or complete something as a result of fear or lack of confidence. 
Toast : to be or be likely to become finished, defunct, or dead. 

Use your noodle : to think. 

Figure out : to try to understand; to solve. 

Green with envy : very envious or jealous. 

To that extent : so far, to that degree. 

Put a stop to : to cause to end. 


Exercise; 
Fill in the gaps with the correct phrases; 


lashes with a wet noodle well noodle wimp toast 
use your noodle figure out green with envy 
to that extent put a stop to 


a. The one who fails to get a better score is going to get ............... 

b. I'm going to ............... the corruption in this department once and for all! 

c. Come on, Dean, I know you can figure this out on your own. .................. for a change! 

d. They are in a real rut! Let's ............... a way to help. 

e. Anyone who .................. out because of the weather missed the experience of a lifetime 

f. My daughter loves being on stage, so she is just .................... that Alice got the lead in the 
school play. 

g. Pollution is horrible but not ................... in such a closed Mv 

h. Mark my words! If you come here again, you're ................ 

i. You are literally a .................. - How come you pay all this sum in advance? 


Answers 


Set (77)- What do you make out of it? 
Dialogue 


David : I'd appreciate your help with that if you can get to it, but don't go out of your way. 
Martina : It's a pleasure to put myself out for you! You're the one who stimulates me to go 
the extra mile and never finds fault with me. 

David : By the way, Rebecca gave away her possessions! That floored me indeed. 


Martina: They say she is out of her mind after losing her son, but I guess that's an earful 
. What do you make out of it ? 

David : Well, let me give her a call and discover the lowdown . 

Martina : Yeah, it makes sense to clear up this mystery before it's too late. 


Vocabulary 


Go out of your way : to make a special effort to do something. 
Put someone out : to bother; to inconvenience. 

Go the extra mile : to make a special effort to achieve something. 
Find fault with someone : to complain; to criticize. 

Floor : to baffle (someone) completely; to confuse. 

Out of one's mind : having lost control of one's mental faculties. 
Earful : gossip, especially of an intimate or scandalous nature. 
Make out of : to interpret, to figure out, to think of. 

Lowdown : the true facts or relevant information about something. 
Make sense : be intelligible, justifiable, or practicable. 

Clear up : to make clear or understandable. 


Exercise; 

Fill in the gaps with the correct phrases ; 

go out of one's way put someone out go the extra mile 
find fault with someone floor out of one's mind 
earful make out of lowdown make sense 

clear up 


a. Can you ............. any sense ............... this note that Jeffrey left behind? 

b. I can't judge anything unless you give me the .............. on the situation. 

Co TU oietan to start saving early for higher education 

d. Here is another email from Steven - he wanted to .................. some misconceptions. 
e. Pence heard an ................... from senators last week as uncertainty mounted. 

f. I was taken off-guard - the question .................. me completely. 

g. How could you ................. this project? It met all of the requirements on the rubric. 
h. After yet another sleepless night, I'm starting to feel like I'm ............. with exhaustion. 
i. Suzy always .................... to make my birthday special. 

j. During Sara's stay in London, Mrs Mott .................. to be courteous to her. 

k. Would it .................... too much to let her visit you for a couple of hours? 


Answers 


Set (78) - We have to tap into the key problems 
Dialogue 


James : This report scratches the surface of the migration problem! The worse is yet to 
come. 

Peter : Simply because the people working on this issue are not up to scratch . We have to 
tap into the key problems in home countries. 


James : They say those people have to start their life here from scratch . 

Peter: Well, I am scratching my head why our authorities are not nipping the issue from 
the bud. 

James : Who knows! They may have been colluding with their leaders to create this mess! 


Vocabulary 


Scratch the surface : to deal with only a very small part of a subject or problem. 
Up to scratch : as good as what was expected; satisfactory or adequate. 

Tap into : to access a resource or object. 

From scratch : from the beginning. 

Scratch one's head : to show that one is puzzled, doubtful, or uncertain. 
Collude with : to cooperate in a secret or unlawful way. 


Exercise; 
Fill in the gaps with the correct phrases ; 


scratch the surface up to scratch tap into 
from scratch scratch one's head collude with 
a. Central banks have been accused of making plans to ................. one another in order to 


control the world economy. 

b. We had only two weeks to tour the country which was hardly enough time to 
c. His decision to pull the plug on the lucrative program has everyone ................... 

d. It's completely ruined, so we'll have to ................... 

e. We'll have to bring the house ..................... before we sell it. 

f. The challenge for all of us is to ................... these gifts and use them for our benefit and for 
all mankind. 


Answers 


Set (79) - Let's split the difference 
Dialogue 


Maggie : We have been falling out a lot recently - I think it's time we clear it up. Let's 
get everything out of our chests and have a heart-to-heart talk. 

John : I will do provided you don't hold anything back . What really matters is to get 
things straight and avoid getting into such arguments later on. 


Maggie: Alright, your constant tangential remarks are trying my patience . 

John : What about your leading questions ? Don't you see that you always try to get me 
cornered? 

Maggie : Well, let's split the difference . You don't meddle in my private affairs nor do I 
in yours. 


Vocabulary 


Fall out : have an argument; to be at odds. 

Clear up : to alleviate tension in a particular situation. 

Get something out of one's chest : unburden oneself; tell what's bothering you. 
Hear-to-heart : candidly, intimately. 

Hold back : to conceal, to hide. 

Get something straight : to make a situation clear reaching an understanding. 
Tangential : only slightly related to what you are doing or discussing. 

Try one's patience : to annoy one by continued unwanted behavior. 

Leading question : a question that prompts or encourages the answer wanted. 
Get someone cornered : to make someone talk to you when they have been trying to avoid 
this. 

Split the difference : to find and agree upon the point halfway. 

Meddle : to interfere in something that is not one's concern. 


Exercise; 
Fill in the gaps with the correct phrases; 


fall out clear up get something out of one's chest 
hear-to-heart hold back get something straight 
tangential try one's patience 


leading question get someone cornered 
split the difference meddle 


a. Apparently, Gina .............. with Dave last week, and now they're not talking to each other 
at all. 

b. She asked me when I was going to take her out on a date, and I was taken aback at such a 
c. Sometimes you have to .................. your anger and tears and walk away. 

d. Let's ...... one thing ........... . I’m the boss and I tell you what to do. 

e. See your GP about treatment options to help them to ........... more quickly. 

f. Won't you give up this nasty habit of ......................... in front of strangers? 

g. I had spent two months worrying about it and I was glad to ................. 

h. The matter you raise is rather ................... to this discussion. 

i. You have to be more sensible - no more ................. in others' affairs. 

j. It’s time Jessie became a bit punctual - her constant lateness is ................ 

k. Nothing like a ...................... talk in making peace among lovers. 


Answers 


Set (80) - You took the words right out of my mouth! 
Dialogue 


Mike : This report is too long! It's has to be boiled down into two pages. 
Jackie : You took the words right out of my mouth ! I had the same observation. 
Mike : Then; the ball is in your court , darling. 


Jackie : What do you mean? Why don't you bring it back to its original owner, Kathy? She 
claims that she's a ball of fire . She has got her nose up in the air! 

Mike : Kathy pales in comparison to you - you're literally the backbone of this 
department. 


Vocabulary 

Boil down: to simplify, summarize, or shorten. 

Take the words out of someone's mouth : say something someone else was going to say 
The ball is in someone's court : to be someone else's move, play, or turn. 

A ball of fire : a person full of energy and enthusiasm. 

Pale in comparison : to seem less impressive or important when compared to someone or 
something else. 

Backbone : the part of something that makes it successful or strong. 


Exercise; 
Fill in the gaps with the correct phrases; 


boil down backbone 
take the words out of someone's mouth 
the ball is in someone's court pale in comparison 
a ball of fire 
a. It's not Daniel's fault the deal isn't finished, he made the last offer. .................. Harry's 
— n now 
b. The problem .................. to one thing - lack of money. 
c. Farming and cattle-raising are the ........................ of the country's economy. 
d. YOU serre TD. earranan — I think she looks gorgeous, too! 
e. I thought I was badly treated but my experiences .................. with yours. 
f. I always knew that Lauren would grow up to be successful—she was a real ..................... as 
a kid. 


Answers 


Set (81) - I had better back out of this commitment 
Dialogue 


Mike : It's time I put my cards on the table ; I have no intention of marrying her. 

Jackie : Didn't you say that you would move mountains to be with her? 

Mike: That was a thing of the past . 

Jackie : I'm not siding with her, but the fact that you're wishy-washy will leave you 


holding the bag someday. 

Mike : Honestly I have no guts to take responsibility. I had better back out of this 
commitment before I'm trapped in marriage forever. 

Jackie : Go away! You're such a wimp ! 


Vocabulary 

Put one's cards on the table : be open and honest, reveal one's intentions. 
Move mountains : to do or achieve something that is incredibly difficult. 

A thing of the past : a thing that no longer happens or exists. 

Side with : to favor or support one position in a dispute. 

Wishy-washy : (adj) having no definite opinion; unable to decide. 

Leave someone holding the bag : to put someone in an awkward position, leave someone 
else to take blame. 

Guts : courage; bravery. 

Back out of : to withdraw from. 

Trapped : to be caught in. 

A wimp : (noun) spineless, non-assertive person. 


Exercise; 
Fill in the gaps with the correct phrases; 


put one's cards on the table move mountains 

a thing of the past side with wishy-washy 
leave someone holding the bag guts 

back out of trapped a wimp 


a. The world's our atlas if we have the .............. to flip a coin and take a chance. 

b. She could not, in good conscience, ...................... her deal with him 

c. Rescuers used a special device for finding people ................ collapsed buildings. 

d. It was the only country to ............ the rebel group, offering them military and financial aid. 
e. Although there are certainly a lot of positives to homeschooling, none of them matter if you 
feel ................. about your decision. 

f. After the accident, he just vanished and ......................... 

g. I'm afraid I'm .................... when it comes to climbing up ladders. 

hi. His fans... siehe to catch as many of his performances as possible 

i. In today's society, it certainly seems like manners are becoming ................. 

j. I would have a confrontation with him and ........................... 


Answers 


Set (82) - Hold yourself together! 
Dialogue 


Jerry : Did you see the doctor? Is your sister out of the woods ? 

Sarah : Oh Jerry! I'm at my wit ends ; I'm afraid she's going from bad to worse - it has 
been two hours! 

Jerry: Snap out of it ! She'll be fine. I'm sure she'll. 


Sarah : I'm really going into pieces : I can't help being worried sick about her. You know 
she's at death's door. 

Jerry : Oh dear! Hold yourself together ! You just need to pray for her and keep a stiff 
upper lip. 

Sarah : Look look! Why are the doctors in a huddle ? She must have passed away! 


Vocabulary 


Out of the woods : no longer in danger, in the clear. 

At one's wit ends : frantic, anxious; not knowing what to do next. 

Go from bad to worse : from a bad state or condition to a worse condition. 

Snap out of it : to stop experiencing something unpleasant or stop behaving in a negative 
way. 

Go into pieces : to become unable to think clearly and control your emotions. 
Worried sick : Extremely anxious. 

At death's door: to be seriously ill. 

Hold oneself together : To calm oneself down and begin to think or act appropriately. 
Keep a stiff upper lip : to remain stoic during difficult situations. 

In a huddle : conferring confidentially. 


Exercise 
Fill in the gaps with the appropriate phrases: 


out of the woods at one's wit ends go from bad to worse 

snap out of it go into pieces worried sick at death's door 

hold oneself together keep a stiff upper lip in a huddle 

a. I know you're stressed out, but you need to ................... and get this report done! 

b. Despite all of the hardships he faced, John always ...................... and didn't let anything 
bother him. 

c. We are not ................. suse. but we have been thrown a lifeline. 

d. Poor Aunt Jenny! She ..................... at the funeral. 

e. I was depressed, and I couldn't ................... without a long vacation. 

f. I'm already .................... , So if this train gets delayed too, I'm going to scream. 

g. Contrary to expectation; Things ......................ssssss. in a matter of days. 

h. You must be ...................... about me by now, I'm sorry I wasn't able to write or call you 
earlier. 

i. The team went ....................... at half-time to discuss their tactics. 

j. The family dog was ........................... for three days, and then it finally died. 


Answers ; 


Set (83) - Tell me about it! 
Dialogue 


Rob : The story seems to be far-fetched , unreal; yet it happened. 

Edie : I'm afraid it's one of those stories that smooth-talking snake-oil salesmen employ to 
take people for a ride . 

Rob: Not at all! The person who told it is as true as steel - she has never stretched the 


truth . It’s Rebecca! 

Edie: You don't say ! Rebecca literally lives in the fantasy world . 
Rob : Well, I could be wrong, but I never witnessed her telling lies! 
Edie : Don't go hard on yourself, dude! Tell me about it ! 


Vocabulary 


Far-fetched : unlikely and unconvincing; implausible. 

Snake oil : a valueless or fraudulent cure, remedy, or solution. 

Take someone for a ride : to deceive or cheat someone. 

As true as steel : very loyal and dependable. 

Stretched the truth : to say something that is not completely honest in order to make 
someone or something seem better than it really is. 

You don't say : used to express amazement or disbelief. 

Fantasy world : something existing solely in the imagination (but often mistaken for reality) 
Tell me about it : a way of stating that they're talking about something you know very well 
or agree with. 


Exercise 
Fill in the gaps with the appropriate phrases : 


far-fetched snake oil take someone for a ride 
as true as steel stretched the truth You don't say! 
fantasy world tell me about it 


a. Here Rod continues his struggles in a .................. he's created, this time pursuing dark 
wizard Malraun and encountering an army of evil in the process. 

b. While some of his tools are a little ................ , many are actual tools of the trade. 

c. Through all my troubles, my husband has been ........................ 

d. A: "Going on vacation with three kids is a lot of work." B: "...............usuesuessssse. " 

e. He was accused of s.es about how much he had helped in the project. 

f. Some kelp products are ................... , but the good ones promote plant growth 

g. A: "My wife's cousin is the starting quarterback for the New England Patriots." B: 


h. It's not pleasant to find out you've been ...................... by someone you trusted. 


Answers ; 


Set (84) - You double-crosser! Quit playing with fire 
Dialogue 


Mike : Her lifestyle as a tightwad had given her a handsome bank account and no one to 
share it with! 

Luna : On top of that she's on the verge of kicking the bucket ! Go figure! 

Mark: I should make use of this opportunity and tie the knot at her. And then, I end up 


the sole heir and come into all her fortune. 

Luna : You double-crosser ! Quit playing with fire . 
Mark : Did I slip up or anything? 

Luna : You just keep it up and see what happens!! 


Vocabulary 


Tightwad : (adj) a mean or miserly person; stingy; Scrooge. 

Kick the bucket : to die; to pass away. 

Make use of : to benefit from. 

Tie the knot : to get married (to each other). 

Sole heir : the person who inherits the whole heritage. 

Come into : to inherit; to receive money as a result of a relative's death. 
Double-crosser : (adj) traitor; disloyal. 

Play with fire : to do something that could cause you trouble. 

Slip up : to make a careless error. 

Keep it up : Just keep acting that way and see what happens to you. 


Exercise 
Fill in the gaps with the appropriate phrases : 


tightwad kick the bucket make use of tie the knot 
sole heir come into double-crosser play with fire 
slip up keep it up 
a. Some people are born lucky! Mike .................. an enormous inheritance! 
b. They often ..................... when it came to spelling because of the heavy workload. 
c. Moshweshwe now presented himself as .................... to a line of landholders 
d. There's no point in asking Joe to pay for it - he's a real ..................... 
e. When the old girl finally .................... there was no mention of yours truly in the will. 
f. They were educated enough to .................. further training. 
s WO oseettoe votis eed in a little chapel on the Arkansas border. 
h. I'll make sure that dirty .................... never works in this town again, if it's the last thing I 
do. 
i. Jen swears she's being safe when she experiments with drugs, but I think she's 


Set (85) - Enough of these prompt replies! 
Dialogue 


David : Look, Tom, everything is going fine here - don't rock the boat ! 
Tom : As if I was the only one here! Why don't talk to those spoiled brats ? 
David: Enough of these prompt replies ! Remember! A still tongue makes a wise head . 


Tom : Let's put our cards on the table - I'm truly fed up because of this double standard 
treatment. 

David : Cut it out ! You're a true pain in the neck ! What did you just say? 

Tom : I was saying I had to drop the matter, anyway! 


Vocabulary 


Rock the boat : to do or say something that might endanger a stable situation or upset the 
status quo. 

Spoiled brats : badly-behaved children. 

Prompt reply : quick answers. 

A still tongue makes a wise head : It is much wiser to speak only when it is appropriate. 
Double standard : a rule or principle which is unfairly applied in different ways to different 
people or groups. 

Cut it out : stop doing this. 

A pain in the neck : someone or something that is very annoying. 

Drop the matter : to cease discussing or dwelling upon something. 


Exercise 
Fill in the gaps with the appropriate phrases : 


rock the boat spoiled brat prompt reply 

a still tongue makes a wise head double standard cut it out 

a pain in the neck drop the matter 

a. He behaved like a .................... , his power unchecked and uncontrolled. 

b. I would appreciate a .................... so that I can take action immediately. 

c. Writing long essays on uninteresting topics is ...................... 

d. Look, we can't afford a new car right now, so just let the .................. already! 

e. Sue: "Why, I think you have a crush on Mary!" Tom: "................. I" 

f. She argued that society applies a ....................... in dealing with women who commit 
adultery. 


g. She was told to keep her mouth shut and not .................... 
h. Don't chatter about whatever comes to your mind. .................. eese 


Answers ; 


Set (86) - I'm kicking myself for leaving her 
Dialogue 


Charlie : It's been three years since we broke up, but I still can't seem to put her out of 
my head! 

Steven : Weird! You kept saying that she used to be double-faced and stabbed you in the 
back! Have you changed you mind already? 

Charlie: Actually, I wouldn't put it past her once more after that incident! But deep 


down , I still feel deep affection for her!! 

Steven : Boy! You're shooting yourself on the foot ! Come on! Put yourself together - are 
you aware of the consequences of what you say? 

Charlie : Honestly; I'm kicking myself for leaving her. 

Steven : Oh! You're such a headache ! You'll send me to the loony bin. 


Vocabulary 

Put someone/something out of one's head : to make an effort to forget or stop thinking 
about someone or something. 

Double-faced : (adj) tending to say one thing and do another; deceitful. 

Stab someone in the back : betray someone. 

I wouldn't put it past (someone) : you would not be surprised if they did it. 

Deep down : in one's inmost feelings, despite appearances to the contrary. 

Feel deep affection for someone : to love. 

Shooting oneself on the foot : to foolishly harm one's own cause. 

Kick oneself : be annoyed with oneself for doing something foolish or missing an opportunity. 
A headache : someone or something annoying; a hassle. 


Exercise 
Fill in the gaps with the appropriate phrases : 


put someone/something out of one's head a headache 
double-faced stab someone in the back 

wouldn't put it past (someone) deep down 

feel deep affection for kick oneself 

shooting oneself on the foot 


a. It was very competitive, with everyone .................. eese 

b. I was happy on the outside, but ................... I was devastated 

c. Jack has a long record of offences! I ....................... to slip something into the drinks. 
d. I guess we had better give up already - trying to persuade him is a real ...... 

e. I immediately regretted having said this — I could have ...................... 


f. She eem that country and its people. 
g. You need to .......... that idea right ....................... —it will only bring us trouble. 
h. I don't think you have to go into business with Carl. He's a ......... boy. 


Answers ; 


Set (87) - He's getting hold of the wrong end of the stick! 
Dialogue 


Kathy : Oh, you can't believe a word that guy says—he's full of hot air . 

Jenny : But he's rolling in money ! He thinks people believe him hook, line and sinker. 
Kathy: I had his number from the start - He's as sly as a fox ! Period. 

Jenny : Do you think he's getting off on the wrong foot with that speech? Or probably 


he's getting hold of the wrong end of the stick ! 

Kathy : He's doing that deliberately . I bet he's playing the victim to win sympathy and 
attention. 

Jenny : Aha! Now I got what he was getting at ! 


Vocabulary 


Hot air : lies, exaggerations, or nonsense. 

Rolling in money : very rich. 

Hook line and sinker : without question or doubt. 

Have someone's number : know what kind of person someone is. 

Sly as a fox : exceptionally clever, cunning, or shrewd, especially in devious or underhanded 
ways. 

Get off on the wrong foot : make a bad start. 

Get (hold of) the wrong end of the stick : to misunderstand something. 
Deliberately: purposefully; intentionally. 

Play the victim : a person that always pretends to be the underdog. 

Get at : to imply something; to hint. 


Exercise 
Fill in the gaps with the appropriate phrases: 


hotair  getat rolling in money hook line and sinker 
have someone's number sly asafox get off on the wrong foot 
deliberately play the victim 

get (hold of) the wrong end of the stick 


a. Oh, don't worry — I won't let him cheat me. I ...................... sss 

b. Once we get this plan underway, we'll be ................... in no time! 

c. She lifted her chin in a gesture that ................. exposed the line of her throat. 

d. Their relationship had .................... , but the bond between Packer and Singleton grew 
stronger over time. 

e. I thinkI ...................... maybe she was pointing out someone else, not me. 

f. There is no harm to .................... as long as your good will is there. 

g. She may come off as nothing but smiles and sunshine, but trust me—she's ................ ! 
h. His promises turned out to be so much .................... 

i. Will you get to the point? I don't know what you're ...................... 

j. The moment I met my wife, I fell for her ............................ 


Answers ; 


Set (88) - Should we sleep on this as well? 
Dialogue 


George : That guy always dominates the class discussion with his rambling and inane 
thoughts like he's some genius. 

Jane : I know! No one seems to cut him down to size ! His behavior is the pits . 

George: Plus, he has made it to the next year by the skin of his teeth. Should we sleep 


on this as well? 

Jane : Absolutely not! Unless he changes his tune, I'm going to give him a taste of his own 
medicine. 

George : Put him out of your mind! He's not worth it . 


Vocabulary 


Inane : (adj) lacking sense or meaning; silly. 

Cut someone down to size : to show someone that they are not as clever or important as 
they think. 

The pits : the worst, anything that is very bad. 

Make it : to succeed in doing something. 

By the skin of one's teeth : by a very narrow margin; only just. 

Sleep on something : think about, consider, decide later. 

Worth it : be worth the time, money, effort, risk, etc. you have spent/taken doing something. 


Exercise 
Fill in the gaps with the appropriate phrases: 


inane cut someone down to size the pits 
make it by the skin of one's teeth sleep on something 
worth it 


a. Oh man, my car wouldn't start this morning—I just made it here ................. 

b. The old couple likes to act ............... by dancing around in front of the children. 

c. I worked as a telemarketer one summer, and it was ...................... 

d. This tool set cost me an entire paycheck, but it has been ............. —['ve already used it for 
six different projects. 

e. Someone should ............................ ! He's going too far! 

f. I'm still not sure if I'm ready to spend that much money. Can I ............ it? 

g. I can't believe we ........................ —I thought for sure that we would miss the flight! 


Answers ; 


Set (89) - Better late than never 
Dialogue 


George : I wish I read this book long before - How did I let it go unnoticed ? 
Jane : Don’t beat yourself up ! Better late than never . 

George: It's no exaggeration to say that this book is worth its weight in gold. 
Jane : Is it? I’m getting curious! Do you mind if I borrow it for a while ? 


George : I'm afraid not. Don't get me wrong but the topics raised in it are over your head - 
If you read it on your own, you may lose it . 

Jane : Hand it over to me already! You're underestimating my intellectual capabilities. 
Aren't you? 

George: Far from it. That's out of the question ! 


Vocabulary 


Go unnoticed : to not be seen or noticed. 

Beat (oneself) up : to continually criticize or question oneself, usually about something that 
one cannot change. 

Better late than never : it is better to do something or arrive after the expected time than 
not do it or arrive at all. 

Worth its weight in gold : so useful, helpful, or valuable. 

For a while : for some time. 

Get someone wrong : to misunderstand. 

Lose it : to become deranged or mentally disturbed. 

Underestimate : to rate something lower than its real/actual value. 

Out of the question : not allowed; not permitted. 


Exercise 
Fill in the gaps with the appropriate phrases: 


go unnoticed beat (oneself) up better late than never 
worth its weight in gold for a while get someone wrong 
lose it underestimate out of the question 

a. If his sudden wealth had ........................ , he wouldn't have been caught. 

b. The baby was quiet .................... , then burst out crying. 


C. You can't go to Florida this spring. We can't afford it. It's ................... 
d. Oh, honey, I know you're upset about failing the driver's license test, but try not to 


RS too much. 

e. You've ............ him........ —I know he seems gruff, but he's a total sweetheart. 

f. Observers of black swans tend to overestimate the analyzable and ..................... the non- 
explainable. 

g. After two weeks, I finally got a return phone call from that company. .................. ,lguess. 
h. She used to turn heads wherever she went, but I think she's .............. a little as she's aged. 
i. A computer system that didn't crash all the time would .................... around here! 


Answers ; 


Set (90) - Where is the common sense in that? 
Dialogue 


Suzan : My mom raised a stink when the store refused to accept her return without a 
receipt. 

Josef : She shouldn't have! No receipts no returns; that's a simple rule of thumb . 

Suzan: Really! Where is the common sense in that? They know her very well. She's one of 


their most loyal customers - That's why she was offended . 

Josef : Well, I don't want to be judgmental , but well-respected shops aren't supposed to 
go hard with their customers. 

Suzan : That's right. After long argument, the seniors stepped in and helped us. 

Josef : Yeah; I'd say ! It's all because of these greenhorn sales people. 


Vocabulary 


Raise a stink : to be very vocal in one's displeasure; to make a scene. 

Rule of thumb : an easily learned and easily applied procedure or standard, based on 
practical experience. 

Common sense : sensibility; good sense and sound judgment. 

Offended : resentful or annoyed, typically as a result of a perceived insult. 

Judgmental : (adj) forming opinions of people and situations very quickly. 

Go hard with : to be difficult, problematic, or unpleasant for someone. 

I'd say : itis my estimate or opinion. 

Greenhorn : à person who is new to or inexperienced at a particular activity. 


Exercise 

Fill in the gaps with the appropriate phrases : 

raise a stink rule of thumb common sense offended 

judgmental go hard with I'd say greenhorn 

a. Knowing the state of the rails, though, it'll only take half an inch to stop the trains from 
running, so the chances are fair to good, .................. 


b. I questioned him without trying to be .................. but the hurt tone was definitely there. 

DM Wc is to leave at least 18 inches below a towel ring so a hand towel can hang 
freely. 

d. One of the customers is .................... about the service charge we included on his bill. 

e. If these people play fair and use discretion and .................... , they shall have my full 
support 

f. There are step-by-step instructions to help you if you are a ..................... 

g. It will .................... John if he doesn't realize that Tommy is only interested in him for his 
money. 

h. I felt a little ................. by their lack of respect. 


Answers ; 


Set (91) - You're barking up the wrong tree, dude! 
Dialogue 


David : Hey man! Won't you grab a bite before you leave? What's the hurry? 

Stewart : Mum's the word - I'm on a diet and I'm trying to avoid any food that's out of 
season . 

David: That's a hogwash ! Your problem isn't food. What you need is food for thought . 


Stewart : We had better not wash our dirty linen in public ! I suppose. 

David : You chump ! What are you driving at ? 

Stewart : Your crazy cravings! your sweet tooth ! You're barking up the wrong tree , 
dude! AII you need is a bit of workout . 


Vocabulary 


Grab a bite : to get something to eat. 

Mum’s the word : (as a request or warning) say nothing; don't reveal a secret. 

Out of season : not grown or available at the time of year in question. 

Hogwash : nonsense. 

Food for thought : ideas that are worth considering. 

Wash one's dirty linen in public : to talk to other people or in front of other people about 
personal things that should be kept private. 

Chump : à foolish or easily deceived person. 

Drive at something : to try to explain or say something. 

Sweet tooth : a great liking for sweet-tasting foods. 

Be barking up the wrong tree : be pursuing a mistaken or misguided line of thought or 
course of action. 

Workout : exercise. 


Exercise 
Fill in the gaps with the appropriate phrases: 


grab a bite mum’s the word out of season 
hogwash food for thought workout 

wash one's dirty linen in public chump 

drive at something sweet tooth 

be barking up the wrong tree 


a. My uncle reads the newspaper to get some .............. about the current on-goings in the 
world. 

b. Now, I don't want anyone to know that I'm pregnant yet, so .............. 

C. A typical morning .............. consists of a 12-kilometer paddle, a 10k run, and weight 
training. 

d. If you think I'll help you cheat, you're definitely ....................... ! 

e. There are two lodges for skiers to rest, warm-up, and ................ to eat. 

f. Pass lemon squares for those indulgent diners with a ......................... 

g. What exactly are you ................... with a critical statement like that? 

h. We shouldn't ....................... and if I was in his position, I'd say nothing at all. 

i. After clearing the final fence, the young ................. took the WRONG turning. 

j. All this stuff about poisons in the water supply is a load of ................. , 

k. The restaurant uses local produce, and menu changes if something is ............ 


Answers ; 


Set (92)- I was on the edge of my seat all along! 
Dialogue 


Jessie : What a spine-chilling movie! I was on the edge of my seat all along! 
Martin : So was I! I was shook-up as well - It gave me the jitters ! 
Jessie: That ruthless giant wiped out tens of people. I caught on that he would be the 


villain the first scene he appeared. 

Martin : He bumped off all of them without blinking an eye ! 
Jessie : What made him go berserk in your opinion? 

Martin : The rats, of course. It’s no-brainer . 


Vocabulary 

Spine-chilling : (adj) terrifying, thrilling. 

On the edge of one's seat : in nervous suspense. 

Shook-up : nervously upset : agitated. 

The jitters : anxiety, nervousness. 

Wipe out : to kill. 

Catch on : to understand. 

Bump off : to kill. 

Without blinking an eye : not showing any reaction to something, especially to something 
strange or shocking. 

Go berserk : to become very angry, crazy, and violent. 

No-brainer : something that requires or involves little or no mental effort. 


Exercise 
Fill in the gaps with the appropriate phrases: 


spine-chilling on the edge of one's seat shook-up 
the jitters wipe out catch on bump off 
without blinking an eye go berserk no-brainer 


. The Great Depression and Dust Bowl ............... millions of people financially. 
. If you ask me, it's a ................ . Of course you should accept the job. 

They tried to .......... her ......... , but she was too clever and got away. 

SHE e damned eae and began shouting at everybody on the platform. 

. Thanks for explaining that concept to me—I think I'm .............. now. 

. Be careful—guys like that will kill you ....................... sss 

. He just got a foreclosure notice, so he's all .................. right now. 

. The tabloids took up the call and printed the ............ news in bold type. 

i. It's hook me up too, I still have .................. 

j. I've been ......................... waiting for my acceptance letter. 


amognonre 


i 


Answers ; 


Set (93) - Put your best foot forward 
Dialogue 


Thomas : I wonder if I can get my own car before I lose my head ! I've had enough of 
these irritating jam-packed buses. 

Martin : I told you over and over to start your own business, do your best to make a go of 
it and rest assured you will be on easy street . 

Thomas: Yeah; I need some guts! I'm fed up with the dog's life - Why don't you become my 


partner? 

Martin : Excuse me Thomas! You've got commitment issue - Simply you can't stick to your 
guns! I will say it boldly; you're a quitter! You just end up on skid row ! 

Thomas : This time is different! It's going to be the turning point in my life. 

Martin : Then; put your best foot forward . 


Vocabulary 


Lose one's head : to lose one's composure and act emotionally or irrationally. 

Jam-packed : overcrowded; full. 

Make a go of : to attempt to achieve success with something. 

On easy street : having a pleasant, secure life. 

A dog's life : a life that is difficult, unpleasant, or boring. 

Stick to one's guns : refuse to compromise or change. 

Turning point : a time at which a decisive change in a situation occurs, especially one with 
beneficial results. 

On skid row : a life marked by poverty and squalid circumstances. 

Put your best foot forward : embark on an undertaking with as much effort and 
determination as possible. 


Exercise 
Fill in the gaps with the appropriate phrases: 


lose one's head jam-packed make a go of 
on easy street dog's life stick to one's guns 
turning point put one's best foot forward on skid row 


a. The box office success of his first movie put him and his family ................ 

b. It's amazing that, after nearly five years ................. , he's now one of the biggest names in 
show business. 

c. Winning that game was the .................... of the team's season. 

d. You whipper-snappers think you've got a bright future ahead of you, but it's a ................. ,I 
tell you! 

e. I really admire Jess for ....................... during college, and not submitting to the peer 
pressure of those around her to drink or do drugs. 

f. You really need to ......................... in the interview if you want to get this job. 

g. You need to calm down before you talk to Larry. You don't want to ................... sss. before 
finding out his side of the story. 

h. His room was ...................... with fruit, flowers, gifts and posters. 

i. She was determined to .......................... her programming business. 


Answers ; 


Set (94) - This time they will sink or swim 
Dialogue 


Thomas : Despite a stellar cast, the film turned out to be a real train wreck . 
Martin : Why don't they have a go at a comeback ? This time they will sink or swim. 
Thomas: Do you think they have what it takes ? That film is probably their swan song. 


Martin : Do you think they are going to the dogs ? 
Thomas : Who knows? I heard they're recruiting some has-been performer who may save 
the day. 


Vocabulary 


Stellar : (adj) featuring or having the quality of a star performer or performers. 
Train wreck : a major or total failure, disaster, or catastrophe. 

Have a go at : to try, often after others have failed. 

Comeback : an attempt to reclaim a respected position, be successful again. 
Sink or swim : fail or succeed by your own efforts. 

Have what it takes : any ability for a job; courage. 

Swan song : final appearance. 

Go to the dogs : something is becoming worse than it normally was. 
Has-been : person once popular but no longer in public favor. 


Exercise 
Fill in the gaps with the appropriate phrases : 


stellar train wreck have a go at 
comeback sink or swim have what it takes 
swan song go to the dogs has-been 


a. The pastrami offering at Langer's Deli is a ................... example of hot sandwich 
achievement. 

b. I thought the recipe in the book looked good and we shall have ............... it ourselves. 

c. This building turned out to be the ...................... of Victorian architecture. 

d. This project has become an absolute ................... . We've wasted so much time and money 
already, I don't know how we'll make up the losses. 

e. This firm's .....................ss since the new management took over. 

f. She's pretty talented—I think she might .................... to become a Hollywood actress. 

g. The young actor constantly sought media attention because he feared becoming a 
— dd ssipeens too early in his career. 

h. Now that we've bought the farm, we'll have to make a go of it, ................... 

i. The team was trailing after the first half, but they made a ................. and won in the second 
half. 


Answers ; 


Set (95) - It's either feast or famine! 
Dialogue 


Jessie : Yesterday two hundred showed up at the fair, today two dozen - it's either feast 
or famine ! 

Jane : Bear in mind that David has got lots of fans! If he was here, thousands would be 
around. 


Jessie: Good idea! But do you David would string along with us through thick and thin 
? 


Jane : Should I give him a ring now? 
Jessie : Sure! The sooner the better ! 
Jane : Look who is there. That's Mary. Isn't she? It's a small world ? 


Vocabulary 


Show up : to arrive. 

Either feast or famine : either too much or too little, too many or too few. 

String along with : stay with or accompany a person or group. 

Through thick and thin : under all circumstances, no matter how difficult. 

Give someone a ring : to call someone on the telephone. 

The sooner the better : it should be done as soon as possible. 

It's a small world : used to express surprise at meeting an acquaintance or discovering a 
personal connection in a distant place or an unexpected context. 


Exercise 
Fill in the gaps with the appropriate phrases: 


show up either feast or famine string along with 
through thick and thin give someone a ring 
the sooner the better It's a small world! 


a. Lucy is my right arm - She has stuck with me ...................... 
hmc tonight, and we'll work out the details. 

c. Mike is getting more and more indifferent! I invited him for eight o'clock, but he didn't 
P Ma ia is until nine-thirty. 

d. Freelance projects always seem to be ........................ , unfortunately—this line of work is 
very unpredictable. 

e. I found a copy of my novel at a used bookstore in Paris. ..................... ,isn't it? 

f. A new candidate will probably have to be found, ....................... esses 

g. Okay. I will .................... you this time, but I don't know about the future. 


Answers ; 


Set (96) - Stop milking it for heaven's sake! 
Dialogue 


Jessie : I bent over backwards for you, and you showed no thanks! 

Jane : Did you? I wonder when will you grow out of your wheeling and dealing ? 

Jessie: You insist on your being ungrateful! I went out of my way to take care of you while 
you were sick! 


Jane : Stop milking it for heaven's sake! How many time should I return this favor? 

Jessie : Come on! All I need is attention and recognition. 

Jane : Well; I'll make it up for you. But I'm against the concept of you scratch my back 
and I'll scratch yours! 


Vocabulary 

Bend over backwards : to work very hard to accomplish something. 

Grow out of : become too mature to retain (a childish habit). 

Wheel and deal : to operate or manipulate for one's own interest. 

Go out of one's way : to try especially hard to do something good or helpful. 

Milk it : to try to get as much of something from someone else. 

Make it up : to do something good for someone you have upset, in order to become friends 
with them again. 

You scratch my back and I scratch yours : used to tell someone that if they help you, you 
will help them. 


Exercise 
Fill in the gaps with the appropriate phrases : 


bend over backwards grow out of wheel and deal 

go out of one's way milk it make it up 

you scratch my back and I scratch yours 

a. The entire staff really needs to .................... while the CEO is visiting our office. 

b. They found a little bit of celebrity when their book was published a couple years ago, and 
they've been ................. ever since. 

c. I'm sorry I missed your game. How about ............... to you with some ice cream? 

d. Thanks for the file. Here's your money-............... sse , remember? 

e. I thought she would have ...................... temper tantrums by now. 

f. You need to thank Monica—she really ....................... to get you this job interview. 

g. You need to cool it with the ......................ssssss. and just let the process work as it is 


supposed to. You'll be judged on your qualifications, not who you know. 


Answers ; 


Set (97) - One swallow doesn't make a summer! 
Dialogue 


Peter : How embarrassing! Did I ever put my foot in it —I just congratulated Sarah's 
sister on being pregnant. She isn't. 

Alice: You don't say! Haven't you heard the proverb that says “look before you leap "? 
Peter : She just walked away - I wish the ground would have swallowed me ! 


Alice : Never mind; I'll straighten it out. But make sure you don't screw it up once more. 
Peter : I'll have to apologize to her as soon as possible or do her a big favor - You know; 
one swallow doesn't make a summer ! 

Alice: Fine then! You don't have to go hard on yourself anymore. 


Vocabulary 

Put one's foot in it : to unintentionally say something foolish, tactless, or offensive. 

Look before you leap : think of the consequences before you act. 

Wish the ground would swallow someone : to wish one could have an escape or some 
instant relief from being mortified or extremely embarrassed. 

Screw up : to completely mismanage or mishandle a situation. 

One swallow doesn't make a summer : a single fortunate event does not mean that what 
follows will also be good. 


Exercise 

Fill in the gaps with the appropriate phrases: 

put one's foot in it look before you leap 

Wish the ground would swallow someone screw up 
one swallow doesn't make a summer 


a. Hershel just asked me out in the middle of class in front of everyone. I 
b. 1 iiec tes the cake when I forgot to add eggs to it. 

C. If you deceive your boss now, what do you think will happen if he finds out about it? I mean, 
———— ! 

d. A lot of things went right for us this year, but .................. eese —we still have a long 
ways to go before our finances are back in order. 

e. He just tends to ................. esses when he's forced to speak for too long, so try to get 
him off stage as soon as possible. 


Answers ; 


Set (98) - He doesn't want to play the game 
Dialogue 


Allan: I'll send one of my strong men around to him tomorrow to tighten the screws on 
him. Then we'll see if he's still so sure he won't sign the contract. 
Jerry: Don't dare you! You're going to make a mess of the whole deal. 


Allan : He's going to sigh willingly or unwillingly . 

Jerry : What on earth is making him standing his ground after like this? 

Allan : He doesn't want to play the game because he observed our enthusiasm. 
Jerry : He'll give in sooner or later. 


Vocabulary 


Tighten the screws : exert strong pressure on someone. 

Don't dare you : used for telling someone not to do something, when you are warning them 
that you will be very angry if they do it. 

Make a mess of : ruin or spoil (something). 

Willingly or unwillingly : either by one's own will or against it. 

Stand one's ground : to hold to one's position; to refuse to give in. 

Not play that game : to refuse to adhere to, participate in, or be a part of what is expected 
or wanted by others, especially because one is suspicious. 

Give in : to cease fighting or arguing; admit defeat. 


Exercise 
Fill in the gaps with the appropriate phrases: 


tighten the screws don't dare you make a mess of 

willingly or unwillingly not play that game 

give in stand one's ground 

a. She should know that I'm going to bring the children ................... 

j a PO Oa touch that autographed baseball—it's worth a lot of money! 

c. Under the threat of a strike, the management .................... and agreed to reinstate annual 
pay increases for all employees. 

d. He kept offering me less money, but I .......................... and got the full asking price. 

Ge. po PP , Rob. If there's something wrong, just say it—don't just keep alluding to 
it passive aggressively. 

f. The bank has really started ........................... on me ever since I began missing my 
mortgage payments. 

g. I'm afraid the accounting department ......................... these numbers. We'll need to re-tally 


the entire ledger. 


Answers ; 


Set (99) - A big fish in a small pond! 
Dialogue 
Carl: Where's the head honcho ? Has he left yet? 


Kathy: Yeah, he has - the coast's clear ! Come on! Let's get going . 
Carl : Did you bring the burgers? I'm starving hungry . 


Kathy : Are you sure we'll get away with this? 

Carl : Stay loose ! It's all under control. I feel myself the big cheese here not that empty- 
headed nerd . 

Kathy : I see! You're literally a big fish in a small pond ! 


Vocabulary 

Head honcho : the boss; the person in charge of a place or an organization. 

The coast is clear : there is no danger of being observed or caught. 

Get going : to start taking some action. 

Starving hungry : very hungry. 

Get away with : escape blame, punishment, or undesirable consequences for (an act that is 
wrong or mistaken). 

Stay loose : to relax and stay calm; take it easy. 

Empty-headed : lacking intelligence or knowledge; foolish; brainless. 

Nerd : a foolish or contemptible person who lacks social skills or is boringly studious. 
A big fish in a small pond : A person who is important in a limited arena. 


Exercise 
Fill in the gaps with the appropriate phrases: 


head honcho the coast is clear get going 
starving hungry get away with stay loose 
empty-headed nerd a big fish in a small pond 

a. Who called this an ................... young girl - She's a pain in the neck! 


b. Let's stop by one of these shops; I'm .................... 

c. Ever since David was transferred to that village, he felt like .................... 

d. I have a playlist of music that I listen to that helps me ............ before a game. 

e. Come on, kids, let's .................... —the party starts in 20 minutes. 

f. That decision is above my pay grade. You'll have to ask the ................ 

g. You got lucky when you ran that red light. Next time you might not ................. it. 

h. Let's not hang out for long after dinner. I can't stand Steven's observations - He's such a 


LAS SOOT dS iet he climbed in through the window. 


Answers ; 


Set (100) - It's a dog-eat-dog world 
Dialogue 


Jack: You should think big , dear! Food, clothing, and shelter are the bare necessities of 
life. What about humanities and culture? 
Alice: But unless you bare your teeth , you'll end up the one who is left out . 


Jack : You're right! When James says it's a dog-eat-dog world, I don't blame him. 
Alice : Above all, only few are content to make a living by the sweat of their brow! 
Jack : You know what? The thought of this rat race gives me a lump in my throat! 


Vocabulary 

Think big : to be ambitious. 

Bare: the smallest or least possible. 

Bare one's teeth : to display an angry, violent, and/or threatening reaction to or against 
something or someone. 

Left out : not included in something. 

Do-eat-dog : a situation of fierce competition in which people are willing to harm each other 
in order to succeed. 

Make a living : to earn enough income to support oneself. 

By the sweat of their brow : through one's own efforts or hard work. 

Have a lump in one's throat : a feeling that one is unable to speak due to sadness, anxiety, 
or another strong emotion. 


Exercise 
Fill in the gaps with the appropriate phrases: 


think big bare bare one's teeth left out 
do-eat-dog make a living by the sweat of their brow 
a lump in one's throat 


a. Thad a ..................... as I watched the casket of the fallen soldier return home. 

b. It's clear that the company was ................... when they came up with the idea for this 
product. 

c. Don't expect this kind of consideration in the real world—it's ...................... out there. 

d. This pair of entrepreneurs has created a billion-dollar company ........................ 

e. Of course I felt ..................... when you guys went to the concert without me! 

f. There isn't much time, so I'll just give you the ................... details. 

ql Wieren to anyone who tries to take away my land. 

h. If you quit your job at the hospital, how on earth will you .......................... ? 


Answers ; 


Answers 

Set (1) 
a. pathetic b. count on c. how come d. hoax e. turned out 
f. swallow the bait g.getrid of h. keep his nose clean i. barked up the wrong tree. 
Set (2) 
a.skipit b.ataste of his own medicine c. treated/to d. No wonder 
e. let bygones be bygones f. played a trick on g. the talk of the town 
h. spill the beans i. let down 
Set (3 ) 
a. feel like two cents b. splurge c. born with silver spoons in their mouths 
d. loaded eœ. a drop in the ocean f. live within his means 
g. came down to earth h. broke 
Set (4 ) 
a. Get out of here b. shop around c. sky-high d. around the corner 
e. are fed up with f. cut corners g. makes/ excuses 

h. make both ends meet i. give/ solace 
Set (5 ) 
a. You're kidding b. put a stop to c. new due date d. take time off 
e. after all. f. do without g.turned/down h. down in the dumps 

i. cracking the whip j. on the pretext of k. hit the ceiling l.stepin m. foil/ plan 
Set (6 ) 
a. stick it out b. with pleasure c. trailer d. poured so much money down the drain 
e. prank f. put up with g. isn't really my cup of tea. h. rubbish i. do me a favor 
Set (7 ) 
a. cover up b. lest c. the villain of the piece d. goes around with 
e. whistleblower f. spread rumors g. slipped up h. You don't say 
i. the other way round j. the sooner the better k. You know what 1. ratted on 
Set (8 ) 
a. line of work b. a change ofair c. hard up d. Go for it 
e. stand on her own two feet f. racking my brain g.leeway h. give/ a hand 
i. boxed-in j. did his best k. had enough of 
Set ( 9) 
a. changed my mind b. nojoke c. pay off d. for good. e. drop out of 
f. tycoon g. making any sense h. picnic i. nitwit j. one way or another 
k. shortcuts/taken 1. backed me up 
Set (10 ) 
a. third party b. fair enough c. already d. bugged e. other than 

f. or else g.already h. Believe it or not i. give away j. give away 
k. already 1l. in her shoes m. out of my mind n. on earth 


Set (11) 
a. jack of all trades b. literally c. pass away d. odds and ends e. dependable 
f. Far from it g. serve the purpose h. butter up 


i. don't hold your breath j. out of town 
k. the lion's share l. have / in common 
Set (12 ) 
a. push it b. end up c. In retrospect d. run short of 
e. holds a grudge f. watch your words g. unless 
h. go easy on i. Go easyon j. a thing of the past 
Set (13 ) 
a. squawking b. to no avail c. mind your own business d. can't stand 
e. moaning f. overcast g. are bound to h. point out 
i. talk him round j. learn that the hard way. k. keep up with the Joneses 
Set (14 ) 
a. overtime b. get off the hook c. have a full plate 


d. saved the day e. deal with f. know it inside out g. take over 
h. clueless i. show you the ropes. j. never mind 
Set (15 ) 
a. dirty rat b. gullible c. worked up d. beyond our means 
e. was just pulling/ leg f. make fun of g. give up 
h. gone to extremes i. without doubt 
Set (16 ) 
a. a hard pill to swallow b. run down c. break-up d. near miss 


e. Let it ride f in no mood to g. absent-minded 

h. On top of that i. take action 

Set (17 ) 

a. OMG b. smelled a rat c. turn your stomach d. leave her alone 


e. vanished into thin air f. up to something g. snuck in 

h. slipped out i. now and then 

Set (18 ) 

a. all the same b. big-headed c. big deal (important) 

d. Big deal (contempt) œe. grease their palms f. loophole 

g. not a big deal h. leave itto me i. I bet. 

Set ( 19) 

a. settle down b. Cheerup c. make up my mind d. think outside the box 
e. comes my way f. Things are looking up g. don't mind h. cut out to be 

i. you've got a point there j. For the record k. pay dividends 

Set (20 ) 

a. a breeze b. illat ease c. assigned to d. am used to 

e. gave it his best shot f. think twice g. On behalf of 

h. bankon i. mess up 

Set (21) 

a. make up (create) b. make up (compensate) c. make up (form) 
d. make/up (reconcile) e. go too far f. have a knack for g. hangout h. tied up 

Set (22 ) 

a. well-intentioned b. keeping our fingers crossed c. gives me the creeps 

d. knock/out e. makea hit f. can't wait g. slipped my mind. h. lose face 

i. come to light j.jumpedthe gun k.sittight 1l. a bootlicker 

Set (23 ) 

a. crave b. cleared his mind. c. next-door d. day and night 

e. second to none f. to die for g. was dying for h. called on 

i. Speaking of j. What do you say k. jump at the chance 

Set (24 ) 

a. put my finger on it b. the cream ofthe crop c. brains d. pull strings 

e. make their own way f. fishy g. waste my breath h. hands are tied 

i. put up with j.judge a book by its cover k. too full of herself 

Set (25 ) 

a. pay for b. take revenge c. put me down d. making a laughingstock of 

e. get even f. fair's fair g. hurt your feelings 


Set (26 ) 

a. turned a blind eye to b. grumpy c. to crown it all 
d. out of date e. typically f. falsifying the facts 

g. takes/ages h. let alone 

Set (27 ) 


a. making a bundle b. in a row c. high-maintenance d. take advantage of 
e. out of this world f. has a heart of gold g. beat me to the punch h. went into business 
Set (28 ) 
a. divert attention from b. keen to c. playing the victim d. cover-up 
e. plain as day f. smoke and mirrors g. wasn't born yesterday 
h. had a finger in the pie i. see no further than the end of their own noses 
Set (29 ) 
a. go-getter b. not the end of the world c. a pat on the back 
d. go a long way e.getoutof f.beat g.in the same boat h. taken for a ride 
Set (30 ) 
a. count on b. heaven c. keeps his word d. look back e. fell apart 
f. fell apart g. go nuts h. let on i. dog's life 
j. Going back on your promise k. no bed of roses 


Set (31) 

a. to twiddle my thumbs b. stick my neck out c. top-notch 

d. back out of e. asking for trouble. f. stinks g. beg to differ 

h. fall off |i. washing my hands of j. Money doesn't grow on trees 

Set (32) 

a. dead-end b. knocked out c. knocked/ out 

d. knocked/ out e. knock/ out f. knock/ out g. junkie h. morbid 

Set (33 ) 

a. The heart of the matter b. flirt c. broke up d. turned/upside down 


e. sounds like f. black and blue g. cut from the same cloth 

h. teaching me a lesson i. break it up 

Set (34 ) 

a. kicked out b. sell yourself short c. went nowhere d. clean conscience 

e. come clean f. rat race g. bite off more than you can chew 

h. gets me down i. going around in circles j. simmer down k. take it easy 
Set (35 ) 

a. get carried away b. well worth c. keep you posted d. drop/a line 


e. big bucks f. a ballpark figure g. Give or take 


Set (36 ) 

a. have/on b. awkward positions c. give/ a break d. slipped/ mind 

e. all at once f. off the top of my head g. offhand h. back up i. brush up on 
Set (37 ) 


a. clear the air b. open up c. learn that the hard way d. on the edge 
e. no easy/simple matter f. wipes/out g. are doomed to h. mountain out of a molehill 
Set (38 ) 
a. out of the ordinary b. get through c. let me know d. get hold of 
e. out of order f. head over heels in love g. the big day 
h. leave him a message i. got him wrong 
Set (39 ) 
a. lose weight b. head is spinning c. ona diet d. lose my appetite 
e. strong-willed f. enough already g. stank h. Good for you 
i. grab a bite j. On second thought k. rotten 1. eat out 
Set (40 ) 
a. rest assured b. pocket money c. breakthrough d. Big deal e. on the horizon 
f. gone to the dogs g. upin theair h. winning streak i. foot the bill 
Set (41 ) 
a. first things first b. put forth c. fiddling while Rome burns d. in charge of 
e. pressed for time f.setup g. In the meantime h. race against time i. For your information 
Set (42 ) 
a. turned upside down  b.a blessing in disguise c. Contrary to expectations 
d. unshaken e. find out f. bring together g. every cloud has a silver lining 


h. get over it i. anymore 
Set (43 ) 
a. can't stand b. over my head c. throw up d. blew it 


e. get over here f. cut class g. turned the tables h. beside the point 
i. take sides j. slacking off k. messing around 
Set (44 ) 
a. feeling down b. going out with c. overstepped its bounds 
d. feed/ to e. came to his senses f. get it off (out) my mind 
g. shaking in my boots h. wiped out i. mess with 
Set (45 ) 
a. smooth things over b. get under your skin c. stands to reason 
d. shoot herself in the foot e. status quo f. bossing him around 
g. crack down h. put me on the spot i. have had it up to here with you 
j. adjust to k. in the true sense of the word 


Set (46 ) 

a. spoiled b. fell on deaf ears c. hit the nail on the head 

d. over and over again e. Get a load of f. Appearances can be deceiving 

g. gets a kick out of h. went out of control i. in stitches j. give in 

Set (47 ) 

a. those good old days b. track down c. yearn for d. lost touch 
e. hark back f. on the go g. tied down h. keep in touch with i. live it up 
jinarut k. come across l. touch base 

Set (48 ) 


a. fair-weather friend b. down to earth c.hititoff d. on and off 
e. well-off f. looked down their noses at g. steer clear of h. the other day 
i. gave me the cold shoulder 
Set (49 ) 
a. fill me in on b. odds with c. pushover d. see eye to eye 
e. stand up for yourself f. leads you around by the nose 
g. putting the screws on h. has a mind of her own i. cheat on 
Set (50 ) 
a. on the rocks b. on the same wavelength c. have a bun in the oven 
d. false alarm e. blow it up f. on shaky ground g. split up h. at fault 
Set (51) 
a. make time b. easier said than done c.from scratch d. jumped the gun 


e. lost his head f. one-track mind g. No hard feelings 

h. if the worst comes to the worst i. has a heart of gold. 

Set (52 ) 

a. sitting idly by b. no-brainer c. taking it out on 

d. a bit of a stretch e. cope with f. like pulling teeth g. lay out 
h. knows her stuff i. be worth my while 

Set (53 ) 


a. just what the doctor ordered b. can’t complain c. stick with 


d. get the ball rolling e. make a fool out of myself f. hit the jackpot 
g. make progress h. measure up 


Set (54 ) 

a. having a go b. Achilles heel c. penalty kick d. blew the final whistle 
e. counterattack f. missing the target g. lineup h. wide 

i. outswinger j. right wing k. top striker 1l. free kick 

Set (55 ) 

a. it takes two to tango b. took/ by storm c. given d. twisted my arm 
e. behind in f. keep track of g. It's a deal h. viral marketing 

i. teased j. cornered/ market 

Set (56 ) 

a. cutting off your nose to spite your face b. by a hair c. took place 

d. painted myself into a corner e. Not on my watch f. For the record 
g. just the ticket h. lost in thought i. mark my words 

Set (57 ) 


a. stand-up b. work itout c. Go figure d. stepped out of line 
e.sourpuss f. goosebumps g. track record h. set/up i. lay his hands 
Set (58 ) 

a. all thumbs b. serves a purpose c. spend a fortune d. save/the trouble 


e. an understatement f. handy g. Way togo h. on the blink i. second hand 


Set (59 ) 

a. mess b. scattered around c. pileup d. a slob 

e. right here under your nose f. turned up g. nags 

h. looking high and low i. Here they are j. straighten it out 
Set (60 ) 


a. stubborn as a mule b. fiddled around c. doctored/ up d. elbow grease 


e. all along f. take no notice g. kissed/ goodbye 

Set (61 ) 

a. dead letter b. red tape c. What's the point of d. time-worn 
e. when pigs fly f. cut to the chase g. home free h. in good hands 

Set (62 ) 


a. take over b. not on your life c. rundown d. run-down eœ. run-down 


f. hustle and bustle g. in the middle of nowhere h. hell 
Set (63 ) 


a. dogs of the same street bark alike b. on the level c. under-the-table 
d. carbon copy e. patch up f. turned over a new leaf g. suck up 
Set (64 ) 

a. farce b. nitpicking c. harping on d. boss/around e. nagging 


f. take/with a pinch of salt g. loony Bin h. open-minded 
i. hounded j. took it to heart k. Knock it off 1l. in the same boat 
m. a pill n. get off his back 


h. gloss over 


Set (65 ) 

a. wisecrack b. let bygones be bygones c. whistling a different tune 

d. have a chip on her shoulder e. accounts to settle f. dishing out 

g. take it h. getting at i. old habits die hard j. just clear the air 

Set (66 ) 

a. make waves b. laying the blame c. the last straw d. the talk of the town 


e. nipped/in the bud f. teach him a lesson g. make the fur fly 
h. go astray i. make/big thing (out) of j. hand over 
Set (67 ) 


a. knocking my head against the wall b. serves/right c. turned the tables 
d. rub it in e. have taken the gloves off f. take for granted 
g. walk all over us h. gets the short end of the stick 
Set (68 ) 
a. free riders b. deserve credit for c. don't know the first thing about 
d. talk big e. knows which side of his bread is buttered 
f. hit him where it hurts g. How do you mean h. time is ripe 
i. put/ in his place j. freeloaders 
Set (69 ) 
a. lowered the boom b. got what's coming to c. bear in mind 
d. the law of the jungle e. drama queen f. raising Cain 
g. sets/example h. stand up to i. get to the bottom of j. backbone 
Set (70 ) 
a. war of nerves b. asymmetrical c. take that lying down 
d. mudslinging e. say uncle f. save face g. unprincipled 
h. stick to your guns i. get the upper hand j. go down swinging 


Set (71) 


a. lay back b. get your head out of the clouds c. cloud nine d. clouded up 
e. cloud on the horizon f. every dark cloud has a silver lining. 
g. gets me down h. against her will 


Set (72) 

a. change his tune b. standoff c. kill them with kindness d. get nowhere 
e. with it f. racket g. Keep it down 

Set (73 ) 


a. appeal to  b.Panic-stricken c. sideswiped d. take its tollon e. backseat driver 
f. roadworthy g. smackinto h. wear and tear i. in good shape 

j. road hug  k.roadworthy 

Set (74 ) 

a. brought this on himself b. schadenfreude c. hard feelings d. dwell on 

e. blabbermouth f. blow over g. fuming h. talk trash 

i. oversensitive j. given free rein to 

Set (75 ) 

a. put off b. offed c. dashed d. hold my breath e. took up 

f. holding/back g. take matters into her own hands h. had a word 


i. look into j. can't wait 

Set (76 ) 

a. 40 lashes with a wet noodle b. put a stop to c. Use your noodle 
d. figure out e. wimped f. green with envy g. to that extent 
h. toast i. wet noodle 

Set (77 ) 


a. make/out of b.lowdown c. makes sense d. clear up e. earful f. floored 
g. find fault with h. out of my mind i. goes the extra mile 
j. went out of her way k. put you out 


Set (78 ) 

a. collude with b. scratch the surface c. scratching their heads 
d. start from scratch e. up to scratch f. tap into 

Set (79 ) 


a. fell out b. leading question c. hold back d. get/straight e. clear up 
f. getting me cornered g. get it off my chest h. tangential 
i. meddling in j. trying my patience k. hear-to-heart 


Set (80 ) 
a. The ball is in/court b. boils down c. backbone 

d. took the words right out of/mouth e. pale in comparison f. ball of fire 
Set (81 ) 


a. guts b.backoutof c. trapped in d. side with e. wishy-washy 
f. left me holding the bag g. a wimp h. move mountains 
i. a thing of the past j. put my cards on the table 
Set (82 ) 
a. hold yourself together b. kept a stiff upper lip c. out of the woods 
d. went to pieces e. snap out of it f. at my wits'end g. went from bad to worse 
h. worried sick i. into a huddle j. at death's door 
Set (83 ) 
a. fantasy world b. far-fetched c. as true as steel d. Tell me about it 
e. stretching the truth f. snake oil g. You don't say h. taken for a ride 
Set (84 ) 
a. came into b. slipped up c. sole heir d. tightwad e. kicked the bucket 
f. make use of g.tied the knot h. double crosser i. playing with fire 
Set (85 ) 
a. spoiled brat b. prompt reply c. a pain in the neck d. matter drop 
e. Cut it out f. double standard g. rock the boat h. A still tongue makes a wise head. 
Set (86 ) 
a. stabbing everyone else in the back b. deep down c. wouldn't put it past him 
d. headache e. kicked myself f. developed a deep affection for 
g. put/ out of your head h. double-faced 


Set (87 ) 
a. 've got his number b. rolling in money c. deliberately 
d. started off on the wrong foot e. get hold of the wrong end of the stick 
f. play the victim g. sly as a fox! h. hotair i. getting at j. hook, line, and sinker 
Set (88 ) 
a. by the skin of my teeth! b. inane c. the pits 
d. worth it e. cut that man down to size f. sleepon g. made it 
Set (89 ) 


a. gone unnoticed b. fora while c. out of the question d. beat yourself up 
e.got/ wrong  f.underestimate g. Better late than never 


h.lostit i. be worth its weight in gold 

Set (90 ) 

a. I'd say b. judgmental c. good rule of thumb d. raising a stink 
e.common sense f. greenhorn g. go hard with h. offended 

Set (91 ) 


a. food for thought b. mum's the word c. workout d. barking up the wrong tree 
e. grab a bite f. sweet tooth g. driving at h. wash our dirty laundry in public 

i chump j. hogwash k. out of season 
Set (92 ) 


a. wiped out b. no-brainer c. bump/off d. went berserk e. catching on 
f. without even blinking an eye g. shook up  h.spine-chilling 
i the jitters j. on the edge of my seat 
Set (93 ) 
a. on easy street b. on skid row c. turning point d. dog's life 
e. sticking to her guns f. put your best foot forward g. lose your head 
h.jam-packed i. make a go of 


Set (94 ) 
a. stellar b. to have a go at c. swan song d. train wreck 
e. gone to the dogs f. have what it takes g. has-been 
h. sink or swim i. comeback 
Set (95 ) 


a. through thick and thin b. Give me a ring c. show up d. feast or famine 
e. It's a small world f. the sooner the better g. string along with 

Set (96 ) 
a. bend over backwards b. milking it c. making it up 
d. you scratch my back and I'll scratch yours e. grown out of 

f. went out of her way g. wheeling and dealing 
Set (97 ) 
a. wish the ground would swallow me up b. screwed up 

c. look before you leap d. one swallow does not make a summer e. put his foot in it 
Set (98 ) 
a. willingly or unwillingly b. Don't you dare  c.gavein d. stood my ground 

e. not playing that game f. tightening the screws g. made a mess out of 
Set (99 ) 
a. empty-headed b. starving hungry c.a big fish in a small pond 

d. stay loose œ. get going f.head honcho g. get away with 

h. nerd i. the coast was clear 

Set (100 ) 
a. lump in my throat b. thinking big c. dog eat dog 
d. by the sweat of their brows. e. left out f. bare g. bare my teeth h. make a living 


Other Works By the Author; 
ADVANCED ENGLISH: Idioms, Phrasal Verbs, Vocabulary and Phrases: 700 Expressions of 
Academic Language 
https://www.amazon.com/dp/B07RTGWH5X 


SPAEKING AND WRITING: THE ALPHA & OMEGA OF ENGLISH SPEAKING & WRITING: 
ALL YOU NEED TO MAKE THE GRADE IN ALL ACADEMIC TESTS, JOB INTERVIEWS AND 
DAILY ENGLISH 

https://www.amazon.com/dp/B07QGSL7RW 


ADVANCED GRAMMAR IN A NUTSHELL: All the Necessary Grammatical Rules for 
Academic Purposes 
https://www.ama zon.com/dp/BO7W3B19RN 


AMERICAN IDIOMS IN CONTEXT; THE ULTIMATE COLLECTION: PLENTY OF EXAMPLES 
AND SYNONYMS 


https://www.amazon.com/dp/B07NA8SSYN 
ENGLISH PHRASAL VERBS IN CONTEXT: THE ULTIMATE COLLECTION: PLENTY OF 


EXAMPLES AND SYNONYMS 
https://www.amazon.com/dp/B07]L10GMX 


FUNNY ENGLISH: A NEW & RELIABLE METHOD OF ENGLISH MASTERY WITH THE AID 
OF JOKES 


https://www.amazon.com/dp/B0703T23WV 


Get in touch with the author; 


m.a.l.a2014.am(»gmail.com 


F 


Kucposition — 


Cx: Lalita shoud wat On Jex UU husband 


e- Ca ie wait omn- Bar aar 
wait fot- JAAN dee 


ukon 
ar ť M a Hindi 
L— Pye fett - 
(xi on Latte ex: decr Ue 
. ne 
— = 
lymma (49 -50) nete fousporition 
peat — ^^ — TU~ 
wih - BTE 
To 
dic 


with 
> puprilim Àj a wad whidn dj used I Hab, a 
nelation tetwen Awo npung 
fome (ommon mittoke fu using fusion: — 
(1) Apes preposition Pae Cage ig ujed 
Qxi fhe hag verfulained "ud ham and J (x) 
Phe hag eraj ained sae Raum and me (2 


(2) á preposition OS "uk ed 


cm: J nau moke (x) 


Basie ugg A fruposition :- 


m: aboves QUA We TE i 
a ee 

ly Ty! I 
d above frst, 


Cx (1) Mee ig CL caf W £i fus Tac 
ovy fug head 


(a) he lootie was ston! d, qa tag 0 


(3) Poe feu 4h _ above 
(uw) Free a a tae De rin head 

(5) me Avioflome 9 ie ie AUoUC dhe cloud 
(6) yne Actoplame d flying me the head. 


On | bu ig sped wilh paseticuta faces 


list > eT) M a An, bu a eo n 


Ou a Auf , m dumand , m n» 
pon the wall, m Leave, on Are phone, on the 
Maco ele. 


Above: above A Lge ‘ar su qur eur ossa] 


MU CREE. oe 8 


h 


En >: Hag LA UVAE i above 10,0008 a month. 
Shee ane above /00 dtudents tur the claw 


Over: Bex ar ge ye Aenporotune FT meagunement 
a b sae We ae eA ZUR saa 
, 8 ate o i d 
e y a MEUS emer (YT) AIT fpe 
o NIS EIU. 
a HU vw or UN 


En i) He Ap own 90. 
(a) ne Leumprercture $ oven 30€ 
(3) Gi m cold owa hue 
(u) Jue tos is own at 5P.m 
(5) pleage spread the oth Ue Aue fable 
5 un dp aged vita ae donde F 
oven past , ver Pu eiz 


Bam At Aide SF TORT ENT —~ 
ET, Secr d 79. 


7 
below Uuo ^ Beneath Llrdernéathr 


old 
il (Kame meani 


mote Hw hequinedt 


MAU T, quien wee, 
kage OE Be 


ent (1) Juey one Vow. the dine 
a) we ome Clow the 
(3) te (at 4 Mecfing wide tue talte 
(4) He 4j ePi a sunt uuduneathe hig coat 


(5) You tan $u m ned face bolden Wudeuneath hig 
172752273 


r 


: Á - TENTI. 
Phuage : [Lade ia € ud 


"Ln AU 7 
Uude Cows a E 
uude the nore f ~ Rat db U 


(3) Round ; Atounrd ! Sa yah o Aa 


J) J d 
motion & WI (motion tens) motion + molisn ler 
Tae e P 


TIA, NRT 
En 2(D yita wag quaa along Ae Monel 
(a) hue ane hueg along the oak 
(3 uue ane Tae around the provue] ganden 
(4) We ane x anound the ground 
(5) He 4 iss) Hound the panies 


tx: the tau, mover pound Aue gun (e 


the eath moves ard tae fun (72 


Q Up ve ° dam s uf < dowd 


ed mre eed" nom Ae 


A wa dd T JAIN wea 
NS J ufi and clowns 
N $, motim uh 


16 


, 
ecc0000000009090000900000000090900009000 


£x:() tae dog pumped ujon tee Lable 
(a) Me failed. down tlt Hof 
(3) He went up the bill 
(4) Irae eue ae wf aud clewug dn burr Life 4 


(5) tn : (Gee Fupicle e WC) Wer em 


E aneliont fase chaug = duti 
; Y DU Coal: "m 
ahile 
— AULA 
dcl ac. EE b eur 
AA 


Exi (1) He Came ym my FLOD 
[3) ae Ktucleuke ane tu ht aw 
(3) dt f9 ux auto the Loc 
(u) Ram hal Ag inside tue halt 
(6) p . Aten - iin Ae context ee refome 
NA ~ gu STO, Hae 
P. Sia p ye 


—— din m odd 


— —— 


@) uM E 2 R00 


~ 


Pa m i "m feid of time) 
past aa e ee y, T 
of T of p fast to faget fret to 


7 
sinit ag t aa) L (gras 
je dn È I 


) 


LN 


Puval e f padro omg Pen m 
Aopusu mu) pue mmg 4 2H 
hank) ryan [ roe [Pnoy | Wegen. | pueris 
4 (gv) Hoon pou à im [1707 ony (wj € 

os peel] Papia. [Pane | nog lege 
atk (omgpasper eft) pens rame ENJ LM 
c ol ay | bep poy | Pape muy s IS © 

dora] f gumm | mopa” / 


soak | bans | ep F —LP J rors | ipod 


J rérape pbn [ Pep | Pee / "d Juy + 299 c 
og: mad (2) 


pue Roque g as x mer Ponce 

sid L pep ed pel ap nep] anf 
HESS Hee AE 5^ e ae anel K pol Ay a veilt P. 
(x) gyro E zun qn. mA (9) 
prego apo ono me 7) (S 
(a) tropa rafo nen moe 7% (h) 
» (A) pom v reer on CE) 


weak any 1p E am €- (x J 244149 V L^ nr 210) ays (v) 
cal YI U vm qun Ny gg (r) «x3 


EL 


Jepua 


, 
ec(0€00600000000090000€09€490000000090900090990 


(9) do : “Towards : oub ; upto 
To : (omm a) 
Eyl J am ul do ue DOSE 
J am p to the station 
Yo. (RT, aaa) 


Qx: lome Ab me 
» tp tum 


wo. (4) €x; J gaid Xo Rom 
To: (d9) Ex? Enom thee do thee 


Tow 


cui Fam tenang Towards cg 
Jam yos swandg kue Plater 
(luto : ÉRT sup AAT] RET utin h 
j tue, table (v7) 
Gu! Me “nous gape da k ^ E | 


E 5 ) 
pae wp gunet MS UM l 
(adt Wee) 


Up : (mm) o 9 high det) 


TE P dati e o °° 


onog ; (AET aor EIC amr d FR) 


About : omen | dr. are | A ar Be TR 
én? Ht 4p about 9 0 dak 
i c 
3 have doubt about 4E 
(2 Alter : E oan We 
Cu? He Came after a cloud 
ne ig mad after wealth 
(R) Tn, within : da te wext y dime Refu 
wv v 
PEA A Hae 
bn? she will tt tu a weak 
she wil come Wille tu a Wer 


(3) Cx: Fhe foai entered auto the Kee (x) 


yi ub may be aed wile the WAL Lu nd 
Hae fortune 23 Áo Ata CN k agutunzat 
M Syolia embed Lut anm allicute with America 


(D B epide ;  Bæideg 
W Y 
quar P |an / A & Hoal /89 Sai eP eae 


4 


Cx: (1) my turuge Q Located bugie the E 
[2 He had no one tesides tig Mother 
(3) ue «oil £o me tugideg jo 
AUA RIAT 


Gi) At : On 
AL: tap ped with, frartiadare time aud hour 
Qu: bu 4 ued wile fourdivutar oo dale 
Qe: (I) He will wme ab 4 o° chock 
(a) He Come at nen 
(3) she Hitt lome on AUC quee 


(4) J om Kee ou ale 
(à) B ekure » i di d 
= Between dp ged fou uro aaa , Mates , Phi ot 


ani e CUL 
> whee 4 e Ap ged jot mote than a pegout, 


flac, tinok ot aimakk 
3 fervi + vowel Aute (4, Our, tt) 
dam DE Betton aOR 
[o We P.M 4 gtoudi te Cunt 
(J Fe propetly waf cigbubuted: Debut 2 twn fous 
fu) pigbåbule žute books Agi tege 15 foot d Luo eii 
(p Divide tiae mke cumongst mA eed 


fwo 4j Aue Nod aes fo us eS 


n Aiia 
en (1) Pune 4p au liene betwen tue fow 


O m betwen Maree hal ov. Lhe im: 


(2. Pant > IF tutween di IT ear RE gre 


CUM OWL l 


a 
aS 
N 
p 
i 
es 


Gu? "what oe the mam clifferouces betwen Cate dogg aud ô 


loug 


G Between > wre Fr are ab neun | aud’ oua 2 
peru b auc wu a hoo noun ae 
Ši 


GHA? 2 me tetwen 6Pm to &®Pm (x) 
meet me between 5P.m aud GPm E. 


meet me pom 5P.m 40 b> bem e 
(3) AL: WD At 4 Mea “with pot of tage 
Cu? at Uo chock at night 
(2) At 46 Aged iun Me neame T festivals 
cu: J wilt po home at idi 


(3) At & gd pow Aine mane of 
Dto, clijtuick oud dtt face. 


e, Moralla, 


CT UB ae spoutpath 
vi Live at aieo RC 


-CIR (2) In 4 4 Aged 6 the wod. Mohalla , village 

nd y hock , S die 

D ex: d diw m Mohalla 

MIO In 4 Au edt UNS vi e ii n anea, Cnt, capu tal 
ü j UNE s 

€ eye 9 hve te Deli 

ae I a fuu UT ED or qe. HT A a 
wid  . ee — ee. ae 

» Gv: 7 diw at Delli wu India 


~ ite. MB 
Oy 
tUi oes 
e no — i 
e non doh > a . 
" => Uwe i s = Chon = fe time action 


u- nil BC HICH 


wv 
pe ie ll i 
wi (1) We gu wih our yes 
(Q) Wwe proud wile a Letter with a fen 
(3) He kiled a tiger wiih a M 


A 
ESEE) 


(5) A man tak by vug 


(6) 4 wilt ome ack ae 


i 
eeeuvceuneeeee 


D finog 2 09 wm; Hen WA (CH C Sg 
p TG 


Qu (1) $e Amm Aue toad 
(2) Le ug swim avons he Hives 


ie 


(i8) Agate : X -Gar d frd] P usu WT 
/& wer ager BT 
€x: (4) You should d a y; ind Law 
(2) Don't deou | n Lue door 
Behind : È b, Bitar mr Phe se 
€x: (2) Fhe Racha enpren ds Juumig telind 4 Aime 
(2) e PNB Bank Ms titrind the DSL 


anil a OTE 
tu: (1) He yes n pga limi 
(2) Phat i ate i A aue 
(3) Don't A EIU Aa AE vits. 


Tang © ore f YAI (Yi) 
Ens Row the dije tHo 9 | 


Au though, eat aki ( reo) 


b 


'090000000000000004890000000000000000 


s) 


ens 


Qe Pulled went tue to 


Janus dp fang SUMMUM ag, Cut 


Comunn stil dta se E fal 


en 


pale’ 


2 ext, Last, re tomorow , ‘mats Ca a FEC 


at, in, on au Juge ever EC 
(4 gaw him on Lagt Mene (7 
Seela we o a otov 2. 


* eei tina Haud at mda (x) 


thing attacked on feda. (X) 
Cina attacked thon duca. CX ) 
(hina ataked relia ( X) 


Atak * [on f at f upon [x 

Davdbe / dum + (about) x 

o g dumed about Ha question «ott gee T 
enfin + [of about Jx 


: tuned, about her eng to me (V) 
è due explain 2 ee 


Bader + (2 / fer |x 


Q5 4 udued E $uwaut tp clean the Cat (m 


X 
gues? — Reach» / approach 1 [to] + apax 


= 
ens she hag neared to Abe ftation (v^) 
"s 


313785 IAA 
out gome gie ridinte about tain (o7) 
peet — Aeeubt 7 [te [with | x 
Eme 
E We Dae E hen mother (7) 


propose [ Pate [paul aeui Me 
Ou o I gaid Xo Ram 
pae feet Ap Alb Liat ue Ati MG E» 
vena 
Tu gell | gend | Ato + to x 
CH 2 jee age a, beautiful fitus 
S acdrgec tv hum to give moki 
[2 m rd Ay [| with (x) 


$4 46 fam / ane (Wag / wee + mailed + DIN 


rt Ram married with gita (X) 


eco 
" €€0000000000000€06000000000000000 


"e060000000900000000000000000000000000 


He 18 mawued to a rt “a 


JE Ae ars amie diu a cw P 02 
Rae 


OY e ON 
& WAT ae we, 


aun dm WC AU suc BY fom” orm E 
ene id died from Oven ae 


He cliecl pom Malema (x) 


y (7) 


UN 

eoo 
eoo 
eoe 
eee 
eee 
LÀ A 
LJÀ E 
eoo 
eet 
eo 
LJÀ E 
*9 


- poof! 


Language 


Perfect English Grammar 


THE MOST NOTORIOUS 
MISTAKES 


About the Author 


My name is Rithwik. I am a high school student 
currently studying in California. Last summer, I 
visited some friends in India and came to understand 
a few things: New English learners are great at 
understanding English, but when they speak, they 
make mistakes. These mistakes seem difficult to fix, 


but in reality, they are extremely simply. 


That's why I decided to write this book: to specifically 


target these common but simple errors. 


Table of Contents 


Introduction 

Basic Grammar 

Common Errors 

Nouns 

Singular vs. Plural 
Intermediate Grammar Rules 
Combining Sentences 
Fragments 

Dangling Modifiers 

Articles Before Nouns 
Revising Your Essay 
Correcting Essay Examples 


Credits 


57 


69 


Introduction 


Welcome to Poof Grammar! Before we 
begin, | want to make sure you understand how to 
use this book. On the next page, you will see some 
basics of English sentence structure, just to give 
you a quick refresher. This book will work really well 
for you if you are at a certain level. You should 
know how to speak English to the extent where you 
can communicate what your intent is to people. 
When you speak in English, if others know what 
you mean but the grammar and language is not 


great, then this book will be perfect for you. 


Take your time to practice and understand each rule, 
especially the confusing ones. Use the internet or any other 


sources you have to help you! 


You should always have a some form of a dictionary with 
you while learning English, you will always have to look up 
new words. Online dictionaries are the best, because they 


will give you many sentence examples. 


Why should you learn English? 
1. Official language of the most powerful countries in 


this world, spoken by billions of people. 


The most dominant language for business, to 
succeed in the business world you must know 
English. This also means correct English will 
impress employers when you are looking for a job. 
50 percent of the Internet is written in English, and 
almost all of the valued material is written in 


English. 


Basic Grammar 


Sentence Structure Refresher 
To be a complete sentence, a sentence must 
e Have a Subject 
o Tom became fat after he ate all my food. 
e Havea Verb (action) 
o Tom became fat after he ate all my food. 
e Showa complete thought 
o Incorrect: Before Tom became fat or 
Tom became fat after. 
This sentence is incorrect because it is incomplete. 
When using prepositions like "before, after, then..." 
there should be two phrases relating to the preposition. 
Here, there is only one. The correct sentence would be: 
Before Tom became fat, he never ate meat or Tom 
became fat after he started eating meat. The "Tom 
became fat" part counts as one part, and the "eating 
meat" is the second. 
There are more examples of complete sentences, we 
will look at those soon! 
Types of Sentences 
e An independent clause is a phrase that contains 
1 subject and 1 verb and is a complete thought. 
Therefore, it is independent and can stand on 
its own as a complete sentence. When joining 


independent clauses, a comma should be used - 
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but don't forget the conjunction. We will talk 
about this later. 

A dependent clause has a subject and a verb but 
cannot stand on its own, it is not a complete 


thought. 


Simple Sentence: Only 1 independent clause 
a. Ihate Bob. 


Compound Sentence: at least 2 independent 
clauses with a conjunction (word that joins 
two parts of the sentence.) 

a. I hated Bob, so I hit his face. 


Complex Sentence: 1 Independent clause 


and 1 dependent clause 
a. I hate Bob because he is rude. 


Compound-Complex Sentence: at least 2 
independent clauses and 1 dependent 
clause, with a conjunction. A combination of 
compound and complex sentences. 


a. Because I hate Bob, I hit him in the 


face, and sometimes he hits me 
back. 


Common Errors 


Contractions: 
Your vs. You're 
- "Your" is a possessive word. Possessive means 
"to own." For example, if you buy a new bike, 
you possess 1t now. So using the words "your," 
"his," "her," or 'their" is to show this possession. 
e "You're" is a contraction, on the other 
hand. If you want to see if the use of 
"you're" is correct, replace it with "you 
are." You're - You are. 


Remember this difference between your and you're. 


"Its" is also a possessive word. Although, there is one 
big difference between "your" and "its." "It" is only 
used for non-human objects. For example, "My dog is 


very cute. Its collar is blue." 


When you put an apostrophe (') before the s in "its," 


1 " 


you get a contraction: "it's. 


Just like "you're," "it's" can be replaced with two words: 
it is. Anywhere you see it's, replace it with “it is” (or 
sometimes “it has") to see if the sentence is correct. For 


example, replacing "its" in the previous example 
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"aor 


sentence with "it's": "My dog is very cute. It's collar is 
blue." = "My dog is very cute. It is collar is blue." 
Obviously, this is an incorrect sentence. We can say 
"The collar it has is blue," but we cannot say "It is collar 


is blue." 


There vs. Their vs. They're 


There is to show where something is, for example: 
o Where is the candy? 
o Its nght there! 

m Or to practice the "it's" 
contraction, "It is right 
there!" 

"Their" is possessive, but plural and away from 
yourself. So if you were talking to your friend about 
another group of friends: 

- Friend 1: Hey, look, I found a phone! 

You: No, dont take it. That 1s not our phone, that 1s 

their phone. 

- Or, No, dont take it. That is not ours, it's (it is) 

therrs. 

This is how you can use "theirs" or "ours." These two 
words come at the end of the sentence, and 
"their"/"our" come right before the object (in this 


example, the phone.) However, they mean the same 
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thing - these are just two different ways to make a 
sentence with them. 

When you are not using pronouns (Pronouns 
are replacements for names, like "he, she, them..." you 


can show possession by using an apostrophe. 


When you are using pronouns, you have to use 
a different form of the pronoun to show possession. For 


example, 


This shows that Bob owns the car, it is his car, 


he possesses it. 


‘Following - This word refers to anything that comes 
after it. Here, it is telling you to look at the paragraph 


below. 


Affect vs. Effect 


Affect is a verb, which means it is an action. You can 


say, "My marks were affected by my bad exam score." 
Effect is a noun, so it is a "thing." You have to talk 
about as if it were the subject/object of the sentence. 
You can say, "The effect that I had on my brother was 


big. 


Then vs. Than 
You can use "than" when comparing two objects 
only. Example: 


This apple is bigger than that apple. 


Then is used in all other circumstances. You can use it 
to talk about the next thing that happened: I ate an 


apple, then I ate a banana. 


Lose us. Loose 
Lose means to forget something, or misplace 
something. For example, 7 lost my backpack, I 
think it 1s at school." 
Loose means weak and not tight. "That is a 
loose rope, you have to make it tight to hold 


onto the box." 


Usage of "Any" 


Remember that the word any is a plural word. It is 
talking about more than one thing, for example: 

^ Do you have any ideas for my project? 

Notice how the subject is plural, when using the word 
any. Just like this sentence, every time you use any, the 


subject must be plural. 


Sometimes, there may be confusion when using 
pronouns. This happens when there two or more nouns 


with the same gender. See this example: 


> Bobby told Timmy that he was being accused of 
robbing the bank. 
Notice the underlined word he. Who is this he? We 


don't know if it is Bobby or Timmy. In this case, where 


Common Phrases 
I will use these phrases many times in this book, here 
are some clarifications. Once again, make sure to have 


a nice dictionary with you at all times! 


Rather: This is just another way of saying instead. You 
can use this phrase when something is different from 


another. 


For example, 
^ I dont like ice cream. Rather, I like chocolate. 


^ I used glue rather than tape. 


In which / With which: 
Any case with "preposition + which" uses which as a 


pronoun. For example, 


> He drank the coffee in which the villain poured poison. 

- Notice that the preposition in is put before which. We 
do not say poured in poison, poured poison is 
good enough. This is because we said in which - 
the "in" is already in the sentence before 
"which." Make sure you don't make this 


mistake. 


Basic Pronouns 

A pronoun is just a replacement for a proper noun. 
Note that "proper noun" is just a fancy way of saying 
"name." You can use these pronouns to replace names, 
so that you don't have to keep repeating the name. 

He, She, They, It, and We are the most common 
pronouns. These are the subjective pronouns. The 
objective pronouns are slightly different. We will look 


at them in the next few pages. 


Here is a good example that includes everything we 


have learned so far: 


» We are inviting everyone to our party. 
^ Anybody who says it wont be fun has no idea what 
theyre talking about. 


Here, the speaker is saying the party will be very fun. 
He is saying that anyone thinks it will be boring is 


wrong. 


1. Anybody is a plural pronoun, because it has 
"any" in it. This is one of the pronouns. 

a. Anybody is referring to anyone that 
thinks the party won't be fun. 

2. Itis another pronoun. It is just a replacement 
for party. 

3. They're is a contraction for "They are." It is a 
subjective pronoun, which means it is the 
subject of the sentence (or part of the subject.) 

4. Me, Myself, and I 


The words Me, Myself, and I can often prove to 


be confusing. When should you use each one? First of 

all, "myself" is completely different from the other two. 

It is a reflexive pronoun - you are the subject and the 

object. You are talking about yourself, there are no 

other major objects involved. 

*Himself, herself, yourself, itself, and themselves are 
all reflexive pronouns, but they work the 


same way as "myself." 


Let's start by looking at how to use the word "myself." 
There are two ways that you should use this word. 
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1) This will likely be the most common. You can use 
"myself" when both the subject and object are 
the same thing. Remember what these terms 
mean: the subject is the noun that is doing the 
action and the object is the noun that is being 


acted on. If I say, 


> I hit the ball. 

Then "hit" is the action, I am the subject, and the ball 
is the object. Similarly, if I say, 

>I hit myself. 

"Hit" is still the action, but now both the subject and 
the object are the same: me. I am the one 


hitting, and the thing I am hitting is myself. 

2) The second (less common) way to use "myself" is to 
use it as emphasis. This means that you want to 
put more focus on the fact that you did the 
action yourself. 


> I painted the picture myself. 


> I myself saw the thief run away. 


- Once again, putting emphasis on the fact that 
you saw the thief run away, showing that you 
did it. 


A common situation in which "myself" is used 
this way: 

Someone asks you if your dad, brother, or 
anyone other than you did some action, when 
really you did it: 

» Did your brother make that project? 

>> No, I did it myself. 


It is much better to use "myself" here rather 
than 
>>"No, I did it." 


Make sure to use "myself" when: 
e Someone is asking who did an action 
e They think someone other than you did 
it OR 
o You want to put emphasis on the 
fact that you did it 


Using "myself" like this gives a nice detail about your 


emotions, showing that you are proud of the action. 
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Remember that this is a secondary, it is more 


important to master the 1st method. 


Me vs. I 

The word I along with we, he, she, you, and they are 
called "subjective pronouns." The reason behind the 
name is this: These pronouns should only be 
used when they are the subject of the verb. That 


includes I. 


You should use "I" when you are doing the action. This 
is the same for sentences with many nouns, and for all 


the other subjective pronouns. 


» I waited for the movie to start. 

» Kim and I both like playing football. 

(You can use the word both any time there are exactly 2 
nouns. It can be before or after the nouns.) 


» Sherry, Carole, and I all watched the movie. 


The word me along with us, him, her, you, and, them 
are known as "objective pronouns." These, on the other 
hand’, are used only if the pronoun is the object 
of the verb. 

Remember this: if you are both the subject AND 


the object, then use "myself," not "me" or "T." If 
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you are being acted on, you are the object, then use me. 
Again, this applies when there are multiple nouns 


involved. 


» The cat followed Sharon and me to the door. 
- Here, "Sharon and me" is the object. The cat is the 
one following, it is doing the action. Therefore, it is the 


subject. Since you are part of the object, use me. 


Remember this applies to all the other objective 
pronouns as well. 

» Dan thanked them. 

- "Them" is the object, because it is being thanked. Dan 


is the subject, because he is "thanking." 


10n the other hand - a phrase used to show that 


something is different from something else. 


Could've = could have 
This means that you had the option to do something 
(past tense). 
Should've - should have 
This means that you had the option to do something, 
and you should have done that. Usually, you will only 
use "should've" if you didn't do that action but you 


wanted to. 
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Ex. T should've said sorry, but I didnt." 


Didn't = did not 

Would've = would have 

This can be used to say that you would have done 
something if a condition was met, but it wasn't. 
Would've is also only for past tense. For example, you 
can say: "If he gave me 10 rupees, I would've done his 
homework, but he only gave me 5. 


Compliment vs. Complement 
Compliment is a noun. Compliments are nice words 


you can say to people, like "good job!" or "nice try!" 
"Compliment" can also be a verb. When you are saying 
a compliment to someone, you are "complimenting 


them." In this case, it would be a verb. 


On the other hand, complements are things that add to 
something else, like "this soda complements that food." 
This sentence would mean that the soda goes well with 


the food, they work well together. 


Fewer vs. less 


If you can quantify (count) it, use fewer. If not, use less. 
Ex. I have fewer cats than you. - You can count the 


number of cats. 
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Ex. I have less power than you. - You cannot 'count” 


power. 


Literally 
When you use the word literally, you are saying that 


everything in the coming sentence is true as you said it. 
You can't say, "My homework is literally killing me," 
because it is not killing you, it is very difficult. You can 
say "That ghost movie literally made me pee in my 
pants," if you really peed in your pants. 

However, it is very important to note that in spoken 
English, people often use this word the wrong way. 
People will often say, "My homework is literally killing 
me," even though it is not. It is fine to use "literally" 


like this when talking to friends, but not otherwise. 


Ex. "Come to the meeting where we will discuss 
the cricket game on Sunday." 

Writing a sentence this way is very confusing, as 
we do not know which is on Sunday: The 


meeting or the cricket game. 


Apostrophes: To show that something belongs 
to more than one person, or multipe entities, do 
it by putting the apostrophe after the s. For a 


single person, you would say, this is the boy's 
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toy. But to say that multiple boys own the toys, 
"These are the boys' toys." 


'Amount' refers to something that cannot be 


counter, while 'Number' does. For example: 


The amount of juice in this cup Is very small. 
The number of juice boxes in our house is very 


small. 


To vs. Two vs. Too 
To is used when talking about the basic form of a verb. 
An example of a verb would be to run, which would be 
conjugated in sentences. (Conjugating is changing the 
form of the verb to match the subject and the time in 
the sentence. For example, for past tense: He ran to his 


house.) 


Too has 2 meanings. 

1. Too is the same thing as saying also, in 
addition, or as well. Too is used when adding 
something to a sentence, like: "I played with my friend 
Sam. I played with my brother too." - Here, you are 


playing in both sentences, so use "too." 
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2. Too can be used to say something has "more of 
something than allowed," or "more of something than 
what is possible." 

a. Ex. Tate too much food today, now my stomach 
hurts. 


Two is just written out version of the number 2. 


Invite vs. Invitation 


This rule applies to many verb/noun combos that have 
a similar format. 
The word "invite" is the verb, so you can use it as an 
action. 
The word "invitation" is the noun form of the 
action. 
"I will invite you to the party." 


"I gave him an invitation to the party." 


The subject of a sentence is the person that is 
doing the action. The object is the thing that is 
being acted on. For example, if the verb (action) 
is to invite, the subject is I, and the object is 
you: 


I invited you. 


Who vs. Whom 
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Who refers to the subject in a sentence, while 
whom refers to the object. 

Ex. Whom do you want me to talk about? 
Ex. Who is the best football player at your 
school? 
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Nouns 


A noun is a person, place, or thing. Common 
nouns are not capitalized, and represent non-specific 
things. For example, dogs, cats, berries, and trees are all 
common nouns. The other type of noun is the proper 
noun. These are capitalized, unlike common nouns - 
and represent specific people, places, or things. For 
example, Earth, Mahatma Gandhi, and New Delhi are 
all proper nouns. Specific nouns are always things that 
are known well for their reputation. When writing 
nouns as possessing something, use apostrophes like 


so: 


For most words, simply place an apostrophe before the 
"s." For example, "The boys toy 1s sitting on the table." If 
the noun is plural, then put the apostrophe after the 
"s." For example, in the same situation but with 
multiple boys owning a single toy: "The boys' toy is 
sitting on the table." Once again, this sentence means 
that many boys have possession of one toy, and that 


one toy is on top of the table. 
Playing with sentence organization: 


I believe this aspect of English is extremely vital to 
sounding like a native speaker. By "Playing with 


sentence organization,” I mean switching around 
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predicates and phrases in general. For example, 
"Johnny walked down the street as he waved his newly 
purchased wallet through the air" can be rearranged as 
"Waving his newly purchased wallet through the air, 
Johnny came walking down the street." It is important to 
remember your sentence muststill follow the correct 
grammatical rules when moving phrases. In many 
cases, simply moving the phrase and correcting 
punctuation / article will be sufficient (enough.) Let's 
look at several different ways we can arrange this one 


sentence. 
Johnny walked down the street, waving his new wallet. 


Johnny was waving his new wallet as he walked down 


the street. 


Waving his new wallet, Johnny came walking down the 


street. 


Waving his new wallet was Johnny, walking down the 


street. 


All four of these options are very viable. The best way to 
make your writing sound fluid and native is to use 
various formats in your sentences. Instead of using one 
format every time, you should be varying the sentence 
structure. These are relatively simple sentences, and 


more description can be added to any of them. For 
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example: Johnny was waving his new blue wallet as he 
walked down the street, when several coins sprung out of 
Its main pocket." 

The fourth example shown may be more difficult to 
construct, however. This format is considered more 
poetic than formal, so it is definitely more secondary 


than primary. 
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Singular vs. Plural 


When the subject is singular, then the verb 
must also be singular. Similarly, when a subject is 
plural, the verb must also be plural. For example: She 
eats all of the apples everyday. Here, "she" is the subject, 
which is singular. "Eats" is the verb, which should also 
be singular - as it is, making this sentence correct. Here 
is another example: "AJI of the boys play with my toys." 
As you can see, the subject (boys) is plural, and so is 
the verb (play.) Most verbs have an "s" at the end of 
them when singular, and the "s" is removed when 
plural. Sometimes, you have to add an "es" to make it 
singular, or remove it to make it plural: He go to the 
park is incorrect. He goes to the park is correct. For this 
verb, like most, the verb appears different when the 
subject is "I." I go to the park would be the correct 
sentence here, but "They go to the park" is correct as 
well." Obviously, “I” is singular and they is plural, but 
they have the same verb format. So when using the 
subject "I," you can usually pretend that "I" is plural 


and make the verb plural as well. 


This is an extremely important rule, and one of 
the most common - if not the most common 


mistake in English grammar. The key to not 
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making this mistake is recognizing exactly what 


the subject and verb are, this can get confusing. 


But first, here are some rules: 
When you see the word "of" in a phrase, the subject 
must always come before the word "of". For example, 
"A box of coins are found in the basement" is incorrect, 
because the subject comes before "of." This means that 
the subject is "box," which is singular, which is why 
"are" should be "is." The verb in this sentence is plural, 


while it should be singular. 
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Intermediate Grammar Rules 


-ing words 
There are two applications of words ending with -ing. 
Present participle: 


There are several examples of how this can be applied. 


Ex. I am reading. 
Ex. I will be swimming today. 


The present participle can also be applied in the form 
verb+object+participle to show the action (verb) being 


observed from the outside. 


Ex. I saw him reading. 
Ex. We saw him swimming. 


One of the most difficult uses of -ing words is parallel 
activity. This is to show two actions happening at the 
same time, except one of them would be past tense and 


the other would be present participle (-ing.) 


Ex. I ate watching the TV. 
Ex. We sat discussing the homework. 


These words are also used in specific verbs. 
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Instead of "I enjoy to swim," you can say "I enjoy 


swimming." 


Another example: Instead of "I like to eat often," - 
"I like eating often." 


They are also used for present/past/future adjectives. 


Excite » Exciting 

That book is very exciting. 

Interest > Interesting 

I thought that movie was very interesting. 
Amaze>Amazing 


My project will be amazing! 


The second method of use is through a "gerund." 
Gerunds look just like the past participle form of -ing 
words. 

Don't worry about the name, the only thing that 


matters is that you understand how to use it. 


Gerunds can be used as the subject of a sentence~ 


Eating meat is wrong. 
Hitting people is very rude. 
The killing of our king was horrible. 
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A common use of an -ing word is "being." 
For example, " The vacuum cleaner is being used to 


clean my room." 


-ing words are very often used after prepositions (like 
at, by...) 

She ate the food by chewing slowly. 

He is very good at painting. 


Finally, another common use of the gerund - 
compound nouns. These are nouns that contain two 


words in them. For example, 


Swimming lessons 
Driving tests 


Are both compound nouns using gerunds (the -ing 
words.) 
(The word "using" in the above sentence is another way 


you can use these amazing tools!) 


Some parts of singular/plural agreement can be tricky! 
Here are some basic rules. 


https://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/599/01/ 
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1) If there are two or more separate nouns joined with 
"and" then the verb must be plural. 

»» My friends and I are very happy right now. 

"My friends and I" is the subject, and it includes more 


than one person. Therefore, the verb "are" is plural. 


2) If there are two or more nouns joined with "or" 
"nor" / "neither" / "either" then the verb must agree 
with the noun closer to the verb. (The blue is one of 
the conjunctions above + the subjects and the red is the 
verb.) 


»» The boy and the girl both eat alot. ** When both 
subjects are singular, use "both." 

»» The two girls nor the boy is inside. 

»» The boy nor the two girls are inside. 

»» Neither the boy nor the two girls run everyday. 

»» Neither the girls nor the boy runs everyday. 

»» Either the girls or boy is inside. 


»» Either the boy or the girls are inside 


3) Doesn't should only be used for singular subjects. 
Don't should only be used for plural subjects. 


4) When there is a phrase between the subject and the 


verb, make sure to match the subject with the 
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verb. Do not worry about any nouns in the phrase in 
between. Remember, the verb should match with the 


noun that is doing the action. 


The Blue is the subject, the Red is the verb (predicate), 
and the Green is the phrase in between. You can simply 
remove the green phrase to see if the verb agrees with 


the subject after that. This will make it easier. 


>> One of the boxes is big. 

»» The book, including all of the chapters inside, is 
very boring. 

You will often see a comma after the subject and a 
comma after the confusing phrase in between. You can 
just remove everything between the commas and use 


the same strategy to check for agreement. 


5) The words each , each one , everyone , 
everybody , anybody , anyone , nobody, 
somebody , someone , and no one are all 
singular. 


»» Each one of the cats was cute. 


Quotations are often hard to use. It is difficult to 


remember where to put commas and periods, 
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semicolons and dashes. Formatting in general is 
annoying but important - that's exactly why we have a 
whole chapter on it. 

First, we'll go over how to use the difficult types of 


"punctuation marks." 


Quotes (Quotations): 
Used to show that something may be unknown to most 
people, or weird. Also can be used when taking 


information directly from another source. 


Ex. A common chess move to counter this is known as 
‘en passant." 

Ex. As said by the President of the US, "We will fight to 
gain domination." 

Parentheses: 

Used to express extra or additional information on a 
word or phrase in the sentence. 

Unless the whole sentence is in parentheses, the period 
goes after the parentheses. (Parentheses also have 
periods on the inside when performing MLA citations, 


but that's not important for us right now.) 


Ex. The King of Arabia (Salman) is known to be very 


honourable. 
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Ex. There are 10 different countries in this continent (12 


If you include the smallest ones). 


Colon: 

Colons are most often used before lists and quotes. For 
example, 

My grocery list was very short: eggs, carrots, and milk. 
He spit out an ignorant comment: "All of them are 


evil." 


Semicolon: 
Used to separate two independent clauses in a sentence 
to make it more organized. 


Ex. School was no longer in session; summer break had 


begun. 
Now comes the use of these in Quotations. 
Semicolons, colons, and dashes (used to separate parts 


of a sentence, not just independent clauses) all go 


outside of the quotes. 
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Ex. He laughed and said, "Come on dude, you cant 
worry about me like that" - and with that he was gone in 


an instant. 


For question marks and exclamation marks, it depends. 
If the question/exclamation is only within the quotes, 
then the marks stay in the quotes. If the 
question/exclamation applies to the whole sentence, 


then they go on the outside. 


Ex. I watched him as he exclaimed, "How dare you eat 
my cookies!" 

Ex. I couldnt believe it, she ate all of my cookies and 
lied, I didnt eat them"! 

(Here, the whole sentence is showing exclamation, as 


shown by the first phrase: I couldn't believe it). 


Finally: periods and commas. These are variable based 
on what English you are using - British English or 
American English. In the United States, commas and 
periods always go on the inside of quotations. 
Everywhere else (British English) they can be placed 


either on the inside or the outside - your choice. 
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Ex. British: He brushed his hair and said, "Tm so glad to 
see you". 
Ex. American or British: He brushed his hair and said, 


Tm so glad to see you." 


*One aspect of quotes that may be confusing is the use 
of "double quotes." 

Double quotes happen when you want to have a quote 
within a quote. When this happens, simply use 
apostrophes (single quotes) instead of regular quotes 
on 


the inside. 


Ex. 7 asked him for an answer, and he replied with 
"That for me to know and for you to find out." 


Quick Tip: If you want to use the phrase "prior to," just 
use "before" instead. 
Don't say "Prior to my exam, I studied." Just say "I 


studied before the exam." 
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Quick Tip: Use "on accident" instead of "by accident," it 
makes you sound smarter and it's the more modern 


form! 


Among vs. Amongst: They are both used the same way 
and mean the same thing, although "amongst" is used 
in British English and considered more professional. 
Ex. 7 sat amongst / among the most powerful men in the 


world." 


Errors 

"Say me." - WRONG 

When you want someone to speak to you or tell you 
something, the correct phrase is: 

"Tell me." - CORRECT 


"Explain me." - WRONG 
This is another incorrect phrase. To tell someone to 
explain something to you, say: 


"Explain (this) to me." 


35 


"Ask to me." - WRONG 

This is a little confusing, because it is the opposite of 
the last rule. 

"Ask me." - CORRECT 


I remember this by looking at which word has more 
letters. Ask is very short, only three letters - so I 
remember that the sentence must also be short and not 
include "to." Explain is much longer, 7 letters. From 
that, I remember the sentence should use "to" and 
should also describe what needs to be explained to 
create a long sentence. Ask = short, "Ask me" = 
short. Explain = long, "Explain this to me" = 
long. 

"I lost the bus/train." - WRONG 

You are trying to say that the bus/train got away before 
you could catch it. 

"I couldn't catch the bus/train." - CORRECT 

"The bus/train got away." - CORRECT 

"I missed the bus/train." - CORRECT 


"I win you." - WRONG 

You want to say that you got victory over the other 
person. 

"I beat you." - CORRECT 
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"I won." - CORRECT 
"I win." - This is technically wrong because it is present 
tense and we are looking at past tense. However, in 


spoken English, it is usable. 


Introductions, Greetings, and Conversation 


Starters 

Nice to see you again! 

It's great to have you here. 
Long time no see! 

How are you? 

Hey, what's going on? 


Hey, What's new? or "Hey, what's up?" 


Help yourself. 
A way to tell someone they can feel welcome to take 
something. For example, 


"Can I have a cookie?" 


"Help yourself." 


Do you mind if I ask about... 

This way you can make sure the other person is 
comfortable when asking a personal question. 

"Do you mind if I ask a question about your wife?" 


"Sure, go ahead." 
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"How's that sound?" - A short form of "How does that 
sound?" 

Use to ask for confirmation from someone. 

Ex. "First we can watch a movie. Then you can come to 
my house to play some games. Hows that sound?" 
"Sounds good." 


As far as I know... 

Use this at the beginning of a sentence to show that you 
may be wrong, and you are speaking from whatever 
knowledge you have. 


Ex. "As far as I know, the price of gold has stayed the 


same today." 


Once again, remember the best way to learn how to 
speak naturally is to practice speaking in English. The 
ideal way is to talk with native English speakers so they 


can teach you. 


When talking with native English speakers when you 
are still learning to speak, you can say: 

"I'm sorry, can you slow down a bit?" 

By saying this, you are showing a weakness (your 
English) but you will have a chance to understand them 
better. 
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Commas 

The easiest way to understand commas (,) is to 
understand basic speech. The easiest way to 
understand basic speech is to listen to a lot of spoken 
English. 

Commas should be placed wherever you would pause 
when speaking, if you were to say the sentence out 
loud. 


Although, there are some rules to remember. 


When using the word "so," you must use a comma. 
However, when using "so that," commas are 


unnecessary. For example, 


He ate the large apple pie, so now he has excruciating 


stomach pain. 


He played with his sister so that she would not be bored. 


Commas should also (almost) always come after what 
we call "introductory elements.” 

These are phrases that come at the beginning of a 
sentence. Here are the types of intro elements that you 


should look out for, along with examples 
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Preposition: Words that show place or time. 
At night, ... 

In the morning, ... 

Under the desk, Tom sat quietly. 

Above the tree, the cat screeched loudly. 


Participle: Verbs ending with "ed" or "ing." 
Gobbling up his rice, Sean reached for the TV remote. 
As he asked for a pencil, Bob continued tapping his foot 


on the floor. 


Infinitive: A verb with "to" before it 

To avoid beating beat by his father, Prabhu ran away 
from his house. 

To accept the award, he walked up to the stage. 
Appositive: A description of the subject of the sentence, 
given before the subject is named. 

The best football player at the school, Ray asked his 
parents for a new set of boots. 

A prolific! reader, Becky sat in the corner with a large 
book. 


‘Experienced, someone who does something a lot. 
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When you join two sentences together to create a single 
sentence, you have to make sure you have done so 


correctly. 
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Combining Sentences 


Here is an example of an incorrectly combined 
sentence: 
The girl rode in her motorcycle the wind blew dust into 


her face. 


You cannot simply place a comma in between! This is 
wrong: 
The girl rode in her motorcycle, the wind blew dust into 


her face. 


There are various methods that can be used to fix this 


problem. 


1) You can just split them, so that there are two 


complete sentences instead of a combined sentences. 


The girl rode in her motorcycle. The wind blew dust 


into her face. 


2) You can add a comma, but you need a coordinating 
conjunction. 
Here is an easy way to remember all of the coordinating 


conjunctions: 
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FANBOYS 
F - For 

A - And 
N-Nor 

B - But 

O - Or 

Y - Yet 

S - So 


The girl rode in her motorcycle, and the wind blew 


dust into her face. 


3) You can use a subordinate conjunction. 
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Here is a list: 


after 


although 
as 

as if 

as long as 
as much as 


as Soon as 


as though 
because 
before 


even if 


even though 


how 


if 


inasmuch 


in order that 


lest 
now that 


provided 
(that) 


since 
so that 
than 
that 


though 
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till ( or 
til) 


unless 
until 
when 
whenever 
where 


wherever 


while 


These are sometimes difficult to use, because you have 
to know when to use which one. However, you'll find 


that this comes with practice very easily. 


One of the most commonly used subordinate 
conjunction is "as." This can be used as long as the two 
clauses that are being joined are happening at the same 


time. 


Ex. 

The girl rode in the motorcycle as the wind blew dust 
Into her face. 

While the girl rode in the motorcycle, the wind blew 
dust into her face. 

Whenever the girl rode in the motorcycle, the wind 


blew dust into her face. 


Timothy ate the food, even though his mother told 


him not to. 


You will find that the sentence structure is fairly 
malleable (flexible, can be moved around) when using 
subordinate clauses. In common speech, even if you 
place the subordinate clause in the wrong part of the 


sentence, the meaning may still be conveyed. 
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Ex. 
You can keep playing, as long as you finish your 


homework. 


As long as you finish your homework, you can keep 


playing. 
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Fragments 


A fragment is a huge writing error. This 
happens when you don't have a complete thought, and 
the sentence doesn't make any sense - hence the name, 
"fragment." All you will have is a fragment of a 
sentence. You can either add the fragment to another 
sentence, or complete the fragment into a full sentence. 


Either way, you must end up with a complete thought. 


You must also have a subject and a verb, this is 
known as a subordinate clause. First of all, check if you 
have the above. If either a subject or a verb is missing, 
you immediately know that the sentence is a fragment, 
and therefore incorrect. You must then add the subject 


/ verb. Here are some examples: 
Incorrect: 


Ate the apple pie. (Missing Subject) 
Robert and the frog together. (Missing Verb) 


Correct: 


He ate the apple pie. 
Robert and the frog danced playfully together. 
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One thing to watch out for is a verbal. 
Verbals are already derived from a verb, so they cannot 
change forms. Any verb that describes the state of the 


subject rather than what they are doing. 


"State of being" verbs come in several forms, usually 


when they are already conjugated but without an article 


For example, if you want to use the word "eating," you 
must have an article before it. This article could be 
words such as am, were, or was. If a phrase ending with 
-ing or -ed comes immediately before the subject, 


without an article, then it must be part of the subject. 


That means it is not the verb. It is "part of the subject," 
it is the subject itself. 


The shouting students. 

-We know this sentence is wrong, because "shouting 
students" is the subject itself. There is no verb. 

»» The shouting students goofed around. 


-This sentence does have a verb: goofed. 


Zach having finished the race. 
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- This sentence is incorrect because, once again, the 
"having finished" is part of the subject. It is part of 
Zac's identity. If we wanted to make "finished" the 
verb, the sentence must be "Zach had / has finished 
the race." Remember that this is conjugated differently 
- that is because "having finished" is conjugated 
wrongly, as we stated before. That is why it must be 
corrected to this: 


»» Zach having finished the race was very tired. 


Robert having eaten the food. 

-This sentence is incorrect because "having eaten" is 
part of the subject. Eaten does not end with ing or ed, 
but it is an exception. Robert's identity itself is "having 
eaten." 


»» Robert having eaten the food was no longer hungry. 


Making Sure Your Sentence has a Complete 
Thought 


You can make sure the sentence has a complete 


thought by looking at whether there are any words that 


"depend" on an answer. These are usually 
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subordinate conjunctions or relative pronouns 


/ relative adverbs at the start of the sentence. 


If there are any of these "dependent words," you 
must check if there is a clause in the sentence to match 
the word. If the clause that the word is depending on 


exists, then the sentence is a complete thought. 


Here are the most common ones, along with some 


examples. See the next page. 


Making Complete Thoughts 


Subordinating Conjunctions and Relative Pronouns / 
Adverbs 
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after since when 
although so that whenever 
as supposing where 
because than whereas 
before that wherever 
but that though whether 
if though which 
in order that till while 
lest unless who 


no matter until why 


how what even though 


The blue word/phrase is the dependent word, in each of the 


following sentences. 


The highlighted word/phrase is the pair for the blue word. It 


is completing the pair to create a full thought. 
Whenever you have one of these words (look above) 


you must complete the pair. 


Because he stole the wallet, Bob went to jail. 


After the woman cooked the potato, she put it in the 
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No matter how fast you run, you can never be as fast as 


Even though you are better than me, I can still beat 


Whenever you are going to the park, call me so I can 
come with you. 


Unless you are Mukesh Ambani, you cannot buy this 
house. 


Before he became rich, he was a poor beggar. 
- If you remove the highlighted phrase, there is no 


complete thought. Try removing it for each example to 


see what not to do. 
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Dangling Modifiers 

When there is a modifier at the beginning 
of a sentence, a subject must come right after it. 
You know there is a modifier if a predicate is in 
the beginning of a sentence, without a subject. 


For example, 


"Eating from the plate, Johnny was enjoying his 


dinner." 


Notice how "eating from the plate" is the 
predicate, but it does not have a subject. That 
means it is a modifier. This sentence is correct, 
because there is a subject that comes right after 
the modifier. This subject is "Johnny." The 
modifier does not have to be a predicate, it can 
just be a description. It will never have a subject 


in it, that is how you know it is the modifier. 


> Avery bright student, studying every day was 
Mukesh. - INCORRECT 


>> Avery bright student, Mukesh studied every 
day. 
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Articles Before Nouns 


An article is a word such as: the, an, a, etc. 
These are called “determiners.” Another determiner is 


a possessive noun, like Bob’s. 


Proper Nouns never need a determiner. Recall that 
proper nouns are names. Ex. Jupiter, Saturn, Amy. 


Ex. Jupiter 15 very big. 


Plural Nouns can go without a determiner. Recall 
that plural nouns are just multiple nouns. 
Ex. Cats like to eat pie. 
This means that cats like to eat pie in general. 
Ex. The cats like to eat pie, or Those cats like to eat pie. 
This sentence 1s talking about a specific group of 


cats. 


*When using “A” as a determiner, it can mean a 
single noun OR showing that the noun is 
random. 
Ex. A cat crossed the street. 
This could mean 1 cat crossed the street or some 
random cat crossed the street, not specific. 
Uncountable nouns also don’t need a 
determiner. Ex. Jnformation, Analyzation... 
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Revising Your Essay 


When you are revising an English essay for any 
mistakes, there are some very easy tricks that can make 
your paper all the more better. 

1. Keep in mind everything you have learned from 

this book! 

2. Read the paper out loud, forwards. 

3. Now read it out loud, sentence by sentence, 
backwards. 

4. Lookatthe instructions for the essay. What 
does it ask for exactly, and does your paper 
meet the requirements? 

5. Next,is it very clear in what it is trying to say? 
Ask a friend to read it and tell if you if they 
understood everything that you wrote. 

These tips are slightly more advanced, they should not 
be used until you are sure that at least most of the 
grammatical mistakes have been corrected. 

1. Makesure that each sentence varies in length. 
You should not have many long sentences 
everywhere, or many short sentence 
everywhere. Keep it different. 

2. Don'trepeat the same word too many times. 
You should not repeat a specific word more 


than 2-3 times in most essays. Obviously, this 
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does not include basic words like "the" or 
pronouns. 

Try to be as concise as possible. Do not use 
many words if you can say the same thing with 
less words. At the same time, if your 
explanation is too short, you have to use more 


words. Do not make the quality of the 
information less, and don't use any extra words. 
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Correctíng Essay Examples 


These are examples of writing from foreign 
speakers between ages 13 and 25. We'll look at some of 
the mistakes, and suggest improvements anywhere that 
they are needed. We'll go through the sentences that 


may need editing. Maybe one of these is your essay! 


Example #1 


Clayichive : m — = 
= To wok um a LOMPA a bohere my 
Knowledge amd Akil wiht Ju utii ied don Hie 
Cbin quafi. of the (epar, as sooli ar a 
Ab. tum -— = 


Haus. Complated BE iin 
Ghedionic 4 Communication £ pov MEER 


: College. bth, Am 
pega aj wp — — — a 

- Meghna, Résumé Draft 
1) Objective: To work in a company, where my 
knowledge and skills will be utilized for the continuous 
growth of the company as well as the self. 
- Objective: To work in a company in which my 
knowledge and skills will be utilized in order to grow 


the company as well as myself. 
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We see that ^where" was used instead of *in which." 
Using “where” is technically correct, but to find out 
which one is better, we can look at the root meaning of 
each phrase. “Where” is asking about a place , “in 
which" could be asking about any noun. A company 
is not necessarily a place, so “in which" is better 


here. 


Use “in order to” when you are expressing the 
purpose of something. Use "for" when you are not 
sure what to use. Here we are talking about the purpose 


of using the knowledge and skills. 


When you are talking about yourself, always use me, 
myself, I, and other personal pronouns. Also, "self." Is 
a pronoun. Remember that we never put "the" before a 


pronoun. 


Example #2 


Lal by alan la du] ule quales 


oy ia Arua be A ARTE bene) abt, 


- MV, Résumé Draft 
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1) I hereby declared that the information give above is 
true to my knowledge and ability. 
- I hereby declare that the information given above is 


true to the extent of my knowledge. 


When using “hereby,” you are talking in the present 
tense (definition of hereby.) Thus you must make sure 
the verb (predicate) is in the present tense — “declared” 
is past tense, it must be *declare" (present tense.) 
In “information give above,” we are talking about the 
recent past (past perfect tense.) You can check what 
tense something should be in by looking at when the 
action should have happened. Assume that the author 
of this paper has written the *information" above this 
sentence. Was that information written: 

1) 1year before (past) 

2) 1minute before (past perfect) 

3) Atthe same time as this sentence (present) 

4) After this sentence (future) 
The correct tense is 42, or past perfect. A person 
cannot write two sentences at the same time, so in 


cannot be "give," which is past tense. 
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Example £3 


for He — [fear of nonne uadopm, As mw academic. 
Cnodoatials mæt Yon — tuquuMuninis dad nadó mu 
L Om (a dla ag *n sowe fon Youn Canning» 1 
OVquist You to call me £a a pehsaral in peti iua" 
tp prove Lo ulibu. Tt I Gm Appointed 

I uel won hod Es tH daveloomint oi s 
longu — a —— 
- ST, Résumé Draft 


I) £.. I am willing to serve for you.” 
- I am willing to serve you. 


When using the word “serve,” do not ever put “for” 
after it. This is because the subject of “serve” is the 
person that you are serving. The person that you are 
serving is not outside of the verb, it is part of the 
subject-verb group. 

Similarly, if you want to ask the teacher a question, you 
say “Ask Mr. San,” not “Ask for Mr. San.” 


2) “I request you to call me for a personal interview to 
prove my caliber. “ 
- I request you to call me for a personal interview so 


that I may prove my caliber. 
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This sentence is correct, but the nouns are very mixed 
which makes it difficult to understand. If you add “so” 
before the second part of the sentence, it will split the 
sentence into to clauses. This way, it will sound clearer. 


Also, “may” is a more formal (better) word than “can.” 


(This is because “can” means that you have the ability 
to do something, and *may" means that someone is 


allowing you to do something.) 


Example £4 


- RK, Technical English Course 
1) “More and more industries affects the people so 
fast.” 


- More and more industries affect the people very fast. 
Q Recommandalien flou y^ Softy ina Jot 
* 1 
f de mectomanded fo sar Saje Ld in fotos 


* If is Supguted fo top mixing Hs jrolusra/ tvastaga 
inb wate > 


* Man and Moar induskriu offich r2 prophe ge jut. So 
fH tafe fo hs eau 
* AA Thou conalnus frolic fniss auray f^ aoa oka 
* f th jeeaomiuls! fo uman gow whil wanking - 
Fo Suppsated fo built a cam y & tuna faga. adhue. 
comes guf ff nolabun | 
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The subject is “industries,” the verb is "affects." 
" Affects" is a singular verb, but the subject is plural — 
therefore the verb must become plural - “affect.” 

When the word “so” is used, you must compare 
the noun to something after using the word. If not, then 
use “very.” For example, if “so” must be used here, the 


sentence could be something like this: “Wore and more 


industries affect the people so fast that they cannot 


handle the pressure." The other sentences ar 


fine. 
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Example £5 


Run backup data one a week 

&-Sepragment Hard Drive monthly do keep computer 
to run amoothy 

8. Install antivirus An Fax e must be entuse 

4. keep qod or Drink or eat Mm dont e die tompules 

5. Uninstall +he Programs twohich i« not used ale» 


é. keep iÈ cool att Hme 


*. Pros the button the eomputer: sapit, o 
; e tt 
avo! Sanapa 
€. keep thy computer away pore da kids 


- SVS, Technical English Course 


1) “Defragment hard drive monthly to keep computer 
to run smoothly.” 
- Defragment the hard drive monthly to keep the 


computer running smoothly. 


“Hard drive” and “computer” should have the before 
them, because they are not proper nouns and they are 


also not plural. 


2) “Install antivirus must be ensured.” 


- Ensure that the antivirus is installed. 
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There has to be the / an before “antivirus,” because it is 
not a pronoun and it is not plural. The sentence 
structure here is completely wrong. The verb “ensure” 
is not acting as the verb, but it should be. Instead, 
“install” is the verb, which is wrong — it should be the 


adjective describing the antivirus. 


Here is the final example. I will show the corrections in 
the essay instead of explaining them, because this one 


is rather long. 


My Experience — Neymar Junior — by Praveen 
He is a rocker rockstar of soccer, no one 


can defeat him easily. He is the legend of 
soccer and so I took him as my role model in 
my life. I know that not every one will the 
get the this chance easily. First, Se I will 
first explain his life experience in-seecer. 
1) His Soccer Experience:- 
His full name is Neymar da Silva Santos 
junior. He was born on the 5th of February 
1992. He is a Brazilian professional soccer 
player who plays as a forward for Spanish 
club FC Barcelona and the Brazil national 
team. At the age of 19, Neymar Jr won the 
2011 south American soccer player of the 
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year award, after coming third in 2010. He 
followed this up by winning it again in 
2012. His professional jersey number is 11. 
2) HIS EARLY LIFE:- 
Neymar da Silva Santos junior was born in 
Mogi das Cruzes, Sao Paulo, to Neymar 
Santos, sr. and Nadine da Silva. He inherited 
his name from his father, who is a former 
soccer player and became his son's advisor 
as Neymar's talents began to grow. Neymar 
comments on his father's role, *my father 
has been by my side since I was little. He 
takes care of things, my finances and my 
family. * Growing up, Neymar combined his 
love of futsal with street football. 
My Experience with Neymar Jr 
Senew Ay experience how net Neymart: 
? I am a great fan of Neymar Jr . I was 
waiting eagerly for my legend and searching 
eften3in-the internet often for any-matches 
going to be held in the USA (united states of 
America) . se After a few days one of my 
friend friends gave me the update, that 
Neymar Jr is coming to our country on 20 
august 2016 for the Rio Olympics, playing 
for Brazil. I was shocked immediately In-a 
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minute, I ran like a cheetah to my house, 
said that my dream was going to be alive. 
My parents asked me “What happen to you? 
Why are you hurried?” I joyfully said, “My 
dream has come alive." My parents asked, 
“What do you mean ?" Again I said clearly 
that professional footballer Neymar Jr is in 
live-to is like in our USA stadium. My 
parents said we would w+ go and see the 
match. The second my parents said we'll go 
I shouted like gorilla. and cried + on my 
football . After a long age- time , my dream 
had come true, I rushed to the stadium 
before-2-3-hrs 2-3 hours before the game. 
After that an a announcement was made that 
all players are player-al entering the soccer 
field . And I heard Neymar Jr number 10 
brazil is entering the grassy land and the 
moment he crossed me and I saw him, my 
heart melted heart-went-with-him-a in 
second and in-my-eyes-with-tears-and 
sheuted-im-the-time-he-erossed-me- with 
tears in my eyes, shouted when he crossed 
me. 
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Soon the match started. My only focus on him, 
and his playing was miraculously and mind 


blowing. Finally, Brazil had won the game. 
*Remember, if there is speech, you must use 


quotations around the spoken words. 


Thank you so much for reading this book! 

If you have any questions at all, research the topic 
online, or email me at poofgrammar@gmail.com. If 
you want a book that covers more grammar topics, 


keep reading. 


I have used several other books for inspiration, and I 
have found the following to be very useful. You can buy 
these books online from Amazon, either a physical copy 
or a Kindle eBook. 

They are both under 10 US Dollars / 650 Rupees. 


These books explain grammar very well, and if you are 
unsure about some of the topics in this book, they will 


explain them well. 


1) 
"The Only Grammar Book You'll Ever Need: A One- 
Stop Source for Every Writing Assignment" 
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2) 
"Perfect English Grammar: The Indispensable 
Guide to Excellent Writing and Speaking" 


If you want to learn spoken English, you should always 
practice with an English speaker. 
If you cannot, this website will help: 


www.spokenenglishcourse.net 


There are many books for spoken English as well, and 
any of them will work. You can use other online sources 
as well, such as YouTube videos. Good Luck, and all the 
best! 
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Grammar 1: 
Subject-verb agreement 
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Workshop objectives 
This workshop will assist you in becoming familiar with the use of: 


e Countable vs. uncountable nouns 
e Subject-verb agreement 

e Singular vs. plural nouns 

e Indefinite pronouns 
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Countable + Uncountable 


e A countable noun is one that can be expressed in 
plural form (e.g. essay/essays). 


e An uncountable noun is one that usually cannot be 
expressed in a plural form (e.g. coffee). 
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Countable + Uncountable 


e [ve had some difficulties finding relevant 
materials for the essay. 


e The talks will take place in Building 1. 


but 
e She succeeded at university with little difficulty. 


— meaning e | dislike idle talk. 
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Countable + Uncountable 


understood as one item separate and distinct from other kinds of 
items from the same category. 


There are several Australian wines to choose from 
| prefer Sumatran coffees to Colombian. 

Gardner has a theory of multiple intelligences. 

ie. varieties of wine, varieties of coffee, types of 
intelligence 
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Subject-verb agreement 


The way the verb is matched to the subject 
in terms of number (singular or plural). 
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There is/are... 


In sentences beginning with — Or > 


the verb agrees with the noun phrase that follows it. 


There are many questions. 
There is a question. 
There is much questioning. 


K HELPS 


HIGHER EDUCATION LANGUAGE AND PRESENTATION SUPPORT J% 


Collective nouns 


Collective nouns take a singular verb if 
they refer to a group/unit as a whole. 


The committee want a review 


Collective nouns take a plural verb of the procedures. They are 
when the noun is referring to 


—— dissatisfied with the current 
individuals in the group. 
ones. 


Other nouns like this include family, class, team, staff and company. 
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Nouns ending in ‘s’ 


The news is a source of information. 
Physics was my hardest subject. 
Measles is highly contagious. 


These scissors do not align. 


The trousers are made of wool. 
pairs) and take a plural verb. My clothes are made of recycled 
material. 
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Indefinite pronouns 


The words each, each one, either, neither, everyone, 


everybody, anybody, anyone, nobody, somebody, someone, 
and no-one are and require a singular verb. 


Nobody has claimed responsibility. 
Everybody has to pay their taxes. 


but... Any of the recommended books are worth reading. 
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Verb+ting as subject 


If the subject of a clause is a gerund (verb+ting), a 


is required. 


Studying at university is a challenge for many. 
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And: Compound Subjects 


When the subject of a sentence is composed of two or more 


nouns (making them joint operators of the action) connected 
by , use a 


John and I work on our assignments together. 
Paraphrasing and summarising are important academic writing skills. 


but...Bacon and eggs is a high protein breakfast. However, it is a dish 
which should be eaten in moderation. 
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Or: Singular or plural 


The book or the pen is in the drawer. 


Either the doctor or the nurses attend every day. 


Neither the nurses nor the doctor attends every day. 
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Agreement 


Do not be misled by a phrase that comes between the subject and the verb. 


One of the boxes is open. 
The team captain, as well as his players, is anxious 
The book, including all the chapters in the first section, is boring. 


The woman with those engineers leads the conference. 
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Complex subjects 


A noun phrase can contain two or more nouns. 


The verb that follows will agree with the head noun. 


A book of answers comes with the study guide. 
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Quantity 


Six years is a long time. 
Three dollars is not much. 
The number of students on the course is less than last year. 


A number of students do not understand the assignment 
question. 
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Proportions 


With fractions, percentages and indefinite quantifiers (all, few, 
many, much, some, half, none etc.), the verb agrees with the 
preceding noun. 

Two-thirds of the task is completed. 

Two-thirds of his articles are peer-reviewed. 

Fifty percent of what he writes is undocumented. 

Fifty percent of the computers are iMacs. 

All the information is correct. 

All the studies are current. 

Much of the book seems relevant to this assignment. 

Many researchers depend on grants from industry. 
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BIEHELPS 


U:Learn U:PASS U:Connect 


Discover these! 
* Online self-help learning resources 
e Drop-in & 1:1 consultations 
e Writing support sessions 
e  Conversations(QUTS 
e Intensive academic English programmes 
* Daily workshops 
e Volunteer programmes 


em www.helps.uts.edu.au 
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Bionicle > 


U:Learn U:PASS U:Connect 


CB01.05.25 


QD) 95149733 
Ò< helps@uts.edu.au 


MU www.helps.uts.edu.au 


20 Rules of Subject Verb 
dsreement 


1. Subjects and verbs must agree 


in number. 
singular subject = singular verb Ne 
Plural subject = plural verb — 
Cow- singular, eats= singular 
Ducks- plural, quack= plural gz” 
*Hint*= SVS- singular verbs have an S 


Singular yes?- the verb has an “S”! 
Singular no? The "S" has to go! 


Suman Singh 


2. Don't get confused by the 
words that come between the 
subject and verb. 


The detective who was called to the case 
is usually very good. 


3. Prepositional phrases between 
the subject and verb usually do 
not affect the agreement. 

D 


ES 


The biker in this race is very competitive. 


.. The bikers in this race are very competitive. = 


4. |f a sentence starts with "there" 
or “ here’, the subject will always 
be placed after the verb. 


There is a meeting today. 


A 7 Here are the results from this past month. 


Suman Singh 


5. oubjects can come after the 
verb in questions. 


* Does Betty always play with dolls? 


6. If two subjects are joined by 
"and", they typically require a 
plural verb. 


e The puppy and the lady are friends. 


E 


f. |f two subjects are separated 
by “and” refer to the same thing, 
the verb is singular. 


e Spaghetti and meatballs is my favorite 


pasta dish. — 


8. If both subjects are singular and 
connected by or, nor, neither/nor, 
either/or and not only/but also, the 

verb is singular. 


e Sally or Bubba has stolen the 
SCarecrow. 


drummer was soaked with sweat. 


R 


- 
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9. If both subjects are plural and 
connected by the words or, nor, 
neither/nor, either/or, and not only/but 
also, the verb is plural. 


e Cookies or brownies are nice treats for 
your teacher. 


10. If one subject is singular and one 
plural and are connected by the words or, 
nor, neither/nor, either/or, and not only/but 

also, use the subject that is nearest the 
verb. 


e Either my sisters or my mom has sent 
me a present. y 


e Not only Bob but also the Smiths want 
some hamburgers for supper. ( 


Suman Singh 


11. Units of measurement usually 
use a singular verb. 


e Six gallons of paint was used on the 


house. 6s 
N 


* Five dollars i 5 loo much for a cup of 


coffee. 
g 
man Singh 


12. Collective nouns usually 
take a singular verb. 


The herd is stampeding. 


13. Titles of books, movies, 
novels, etc. are treated as 
singular. 


e Holes was one of my favorite books. 
want to see the movie. 


14. Two infinitives separated 
by and take a plural verb. 


e Torun and to read are my two favorite 
"Free-time" activities. 


15. Gerunds alone take a 
singular verb. Gerunds linked 
by and take a plural verb. 


e Dancing is not something everyone can 
do as well as | can! 


16. If the words each, every or no 
come before the subject, the verb 
Is singular. 


e Each boy and girl has to take the test. 
e Every frog and toad turns into a prince. 


* No paper and pen is required. 
(But an apple would be nice!:) 
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17. Most indefinite pronouns take 
singular verbs. 


anybody anything 
Noone [nobody [nothing —— 
everybody everything 


Little One * Everybody is happy. a 


Another Neither * No one has a dime. 


Much Either * Nothing was going to help. 
Each Suman Singh 


18. Both, few, many, others, 
and several take a plural verb. 


e Several need to finish the race. 


19. When the subject is all, any, more, 
most, none, or some, this is the ONLY 
time you must look at the object of the 
prepositional phrase to determine whether 
it is singular or plural. 

* All of the chickens have laid eggs. 


20. Final rule- Remember, only the 
SUBJECT affects the verb! 
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When a new word occurs in a chapter, say it aloud! (The phonetic 
respelling will help you pronounce it correctly.)! 

When you do the matching exercises, keep track of your responses. 
(Check the key that immediately follows each exercise.) 

When you do the “Yes-No,” “True-False,” or “Same-Opposite” 
exercises, keep track of your responses, then check with the key when 
you have completed the whole exercise. 

When you are asked to fill in words that fit definitions, write your 
answers on a piece of paper; then check the key both to see if you have 
responded with the right word and also to make sure your spelling is 
correct. 

When you do the Review of Etymology exercises, make sure to fill in 
the English word containing the prefix, root, or suffix required—use a 
chapter word, or any other word that comes to mind. (Coin words if 
you like!) 

Pay special attention to the Chapter Reviews. Are the words still fresh 
in your mind? Do you remember the meaning of each root studied in 
the previous sessions? In these Reviews, you are not only testing your 
learning but also tightening up any areas in which you discover lacks, 
weaknesses, or lapses of memory. 


2. master the pronunciation system! 


Saying words aloud, and saying them right, is half the battle in feeling 
comfortable and assured with all the new words you are going to learn. 
Every word taught is respelled to show its pronunciation, so pay close 
attention to how the phonetic symbols work. 


(a) First, master the “schwa”! 

Almost every English word of two or more syllables contains one or 
several syllables in which the vowel sound is said very quickly. For 
example: 

"Linda spoke to her mother about a different idea she had." 

— Read the previous sentence aloud at normal conversational speed. 

Read it again. Listen to how the -a of Linda; the -er of mother; the a- of 
about; the -er and -ent of different; and the -a of idea sound. 

Very quick—very short! Right? 

Phonetically respelled, these words are represented as: 


1. Linda LIN’-da 

2. mother MUTR'-or 
3. about 3-BOWT’ 
4. different DIF"-or-ont 
5. idea i-DEE’-a 


The symbol “ə,” called a schwa, represents the quick, short vowel 
sound in the five words above. 

Now look back at the sentence preceded by an arrow. 

The italicized words are rewritten as: 


1. previous PREE’-vee-as 
2. sentence SEN’-tons 

3. aloud 3-LOWD’ 

4. normal NAWR’-mal 


5. conversational kon’-vor-SAY’-shon-al 


You will find ə in almost all words that are phonetically respelled 
throughout this book. Say the five italicized words aloud and make sure 
you understand how the schwa (Ə) sounds. 


(b) Next, understand accent. 

Look at word (5) above: conversational: kon'-vor-SAY'-shan-ol. Note 
that there are two accent marks, one on kon’, another on SAY’. Note 
also that kon’ is in lower-case letters, SAY’ in capitals. Both syllables are 
stressed, but the one in capitals (SAY") sounds stronger (or louder) than 
the one in lower case (kon’). Say conversational aloud, noting the 
difference. 

Say these three words, taken from Chapter 3, aloud, noticing the 
variation in stress between the lower-case and the capitalized syllables: 


1. egomaniacal ee’-g0-ma-NI’-a-kal 
2. altercation awl’-tar-KAY’-shen 


3. anthropological ^ an'-thro-po-LOJ"-o-kal 


(c) Be careful of the letter “S” (or “s”) in phonetic respellings. S (or s) is 
always hissed, as in see, some, such. After an -n, you will be tempted to 
buzz (or “voice”) the -s, because final -ns is usually pronounced -nz, as 
in wins, tons, owns, etc. (Say these three words aloud—hear the z at the 
end?) Resist the temptation! S (or s) is always hissed in phonetic 
respellings! 

Say these words aloud: 


1. ambivalence2 am-BIV'-a-lons 
2. affluence AF’-loo-ans 

3. opulence OP’-ya-lans 

4. sentence SEN’-tons 


(d) The symbol i or I is pronounced eye, to rhyme with high, sigh, my, 
etc., no matter where you find it. For example: 


1. fights FITS 
2. spy SPI 


3. malign 


4. civilize 


mo-LIN' 
SIV'-2-liz' 


[I or i (without the top bar) is pronounced as in it, sit, pitch.] 


(e) All consonants have their normal sounds. 
Except for G (or g), which is always pronounced as in give, girl, get, go. 


1. agree 
2. pagan 


3. again 


3-GREE’ 
PAY'-gon 
9-GEN" 


(f) The vowel sounds are as follows: 


SYMBOL 
l.A,a 
.Ee 


2 
3 
4 
5 
6. AH, ah 
7 
8 
9 


10. 0,0 
11. gO, 6 
12. OO, co 
13. OW, ow 
14. OY, oy 


EXAMPLE 

cat (KAT) 

wet (WET) 

sit (SIT) 

knot (NOT) 

nut (NUT) 

martinet (mahr'-to-NET/) 

for (FAWR); incorrigible (in-KAWR'-o-jo-bal) 
ate (AYT); magnate (MAG’-nayt) 

equal (EE’-kwel); clandestinely (klan-DES'-ton-le 
toe (TO); concerto (kon-CHUR"-to) 

book (BOOK); prurient (PROOR'-ee-oant) 
doom (DOOM); blue (BLO) 

about (3-BOWT’) 

soil (SOYL) 


15. ING, ing taking (TAYK’-ing) 


(g) TH or th is pronounced as in thing; TR or ih is pronounced as in 
this. 


3. a word (or words) on western and eastern pronunciation 


In the New York City area, and in parts of New Jersey and other 
eastern states, the syllables -ar, -er, -or, -off, and -aw are pronounced 
somewhat differently from the way they are said in the Midwest and in 
the West. 

In New York City, for example, the words below are generally 
pronounced as follows: 


orange AHR’-anj 

talk TAWK 

coffee KAW’-fee 

sorority so-RAHR'-2-tee 
incorrigible in-KAHR'"-2-jo-bol 
disparage dis-PAR’-aj (A as in HAT) 
merry MER’-ee (E as in WET) 
marry MAR’-ee (A as in HAT) 
astronaut AS'-tro-nawt' 

Harry HAR’-ee (A as in HAT) 


In the Midwest and West, on the other hand, the same words are 
usually said approximately as follows: 


orange AWR’-anj 
talk TOK 
coffee KOF’-ee 


sorority so-RAWR'-2-tee 


incorrigible in-KAWR'-2-jo-bol 
disparage dis-PAIR’-9j 
merry MAIR’-ee 

marry MAIR’-ee 
astronaut AS'"-tro-not 

Harry HAIR’-ee 


Nothing so radical here that a person brought up in Brooklyn or the 
Bronx cannot understand a native of Los Angeles or San Francisco—it’s 
just that each one thinks the other has an accent! 

In California, for example, Mary, merry, and marry sound almost 
exactly alike—in New York, they are usually heard as quite different 
words. 

(So, to be sexist for a moment, if the men at a party in Manhattan say, 
“Let’s all make merry!”, Mary doesn’t feel that she is about to be 
seduced by the males!) 


In the phonetic respellings throughout the book, the western 
pronunciations of words with the syllables remarked on above are used. 
This is done largely because I myself have lived in the Los Angeles area 
for some fourteen years, and have had to retrain my pronunciation 
(having come from New York City, where I was born, and lived all my 
life until 1964) so that my friends and students would stop making fun 
of the way I speak. 

Neither form of pronunciation is any better nor any more euphonious than 
the other. Throughout the country, pronunciation varies not only from 
region to region or state to state, but often from city to city! The 
changes are slight and subtle, but they do exist, and an expert can easily 
pinpoint the geographical source of a person’s language patterns almost 
down to a few square miles in area. 

If you are an Easterner, you will have no difficulty translating the 
pronunciations of words like sorority, incorrigible, disparage, and 


astronaut (all words discussed in later chapters) into your own 
comfortable language patterns. 


4. why etymology? 


Etymology (et'-9-MOL'-a-jee) deals with the origin or derivation of 
words. 

When you know the meaning of a root (for example, Latin ego, I or 
self), you can better understand, and more easily remember, all the 
words built on this root. 


Learn one root and you have the key that will unlock the meanings of up 
to ten or twenty words in which the root appears. 

Learn ego and you can immediately get a handle on egocentric, 
egomaniac, egoist, egotist, and alter ego. 

Learn anthropos (Greek, mankind), and you will quickly understand, 
and never forget, anthropology, misanthropy, anthropoid, anthropocentric, 
anthropomorphic, philanthropy, and anthropophobia. Meet any word with 
anthropo- in it, and you will have at least some idea of its meaning. 

In the etymological (et’a-ma-LOJ’-3-kal) approach to vocabulary 
building: 

You will learn about prefixes, roots, and suffixes— 

You will be able to figure out unfamiliar words by recognizing their 
structure, the building blocks from which they are constructed— 
You will be able to construct words correctly by learning to put these 
building blocks together in the proper way—and 

You will be able to derive verbs from nouns, nouns and verbs from 
adjectives, adjectives from nouns, etc.—and do all this correctly. 


Learn how to deal with etymology and you will feel comfortable with 
words—you will use new words with self-assurance—you will be able to 
figure out thousands of words you hear or read even if you have never heard 
or seen these words before. 

That's why the best approach to new words is through etymology?— 
as you will discover for yourself as soon as you start to work on chapter 
3! 


5. but what are nouns, verbs, and adjectives? 


You probably know. 

But if you don't, you can master these parts of speech (and reference 
will be made to noun forms, verb forms, and adjective forms throughout 
the book) within the next five minutes. 


(a) A noun is a word that can be preceded by a, an, the, some, such, or 
my. 

An egoist (noun) 

Such asceticism (noun) 

The misogynist (noun) 

(Nouns, you will discover, often end in conventional suffixes: -ness, - 
ity, -ism, -y, -ion, etc.) 

(b) A verb is a word that fits into the pattern, “Let us. ." A verb has a 
past tense. 

Let us equivocate (verb)—past tense: equivocated. 

Let us alternate (verb)—past tense: alternated. 

Let us philander (verb)—past tense: philandered. 

(Verbs, you will discover, often end in conventional suffixes: -ate, -ize, 
-fy, etc.) 

(c) An adjective is a word that fits into the pattern, “You are very__.” 

You are very egoistic (adjective). 

You are very introverted (adjective). 

You are very misogynous (adjective). 

(Adjectives, you will discover, often end in conventional suffixes: -ic, - 
ed, -ous, -al, -ive, etc.) 

And adverbs, of course, are generally formed by adding -ly to an 
adjective: misogynous-misogynously; educational-educationally; etc. 


That’s all there is to it! (Did it take more than five minutes? Maybe 
ten at the most?) 
6. how to work for best results 


If you intend to work with this book seriously (that is, if your clear 
intention is to add a thousand or more new words to your present 


vocabulary—add them permanently, unforgettably—add them so 
successfully that you will soon find yourself using them in speech and 
writing), I suggest that you give yourself every advantage by carefully 
following the laws of learning: 

(a) Space your learning. 

Beginning with Chapter 3, every chapter will be divided into 
“sessions.” Each session may take one half hour to an hour and a half, 
depending on the amount of material and on your own speed of 
learning. 

Do one or two sessions at a time—three if you're going strong and are 
all involved—and always decide when you stop exactly when you will 
return. (I remind you to do this later in the book, since such a 
procedure is of crucial importance.) 

(b) Do not rush—go at your own comfortable speed. 

Everyone learns at a different pace. Fast learners are no better than 
slow learners—it's the end result that counts, not the time it takes you 
to finish. 

(c) Review. 

When you start a new session, go back to the last exercise of the 
previous session (usually Can you recall the words? or Chapter Review), 
cover your answers, and test your retention—do you have quick recall 
after a day or so has elapsed? 

(d) Test yourself. 

You are not aiming for a grade, or putting your worth on the line, 
when you take the three Comprehensive Tests (Chapters 8, 13, and 17) 
—rather you are discovering your weaknesses, if any; deciding where 
repairs have to be made; and, especially, experiencing a feeling of 
success at work well done. (In learning, too, nothing succeeds like 
success!) 

Use these three tests, as well as the abundant drill exercises, as aids to 
learning. No one is perfect, no one learns in the exact same way or at 
the same rate as anyone else. Find the optimum technique and speed for 
your unique learning patterns—and then give yourself every 
opportunity to exploit your actual, latent, and potential abilities. 


But most important (as I will remind you several times throughout the 
book)—develop a routine and stick to it! 


1 The system of pronunciation symbols will be thoroughly explained in Section 2 of this chapter. 
2 All unusual words in this chapter are taught in later chapters of the book. 
3 Incidentally, Latin scholars will notice that I present a Latin verb in the first person singular, 
present tense (verto, I turn), but call it an infinitive (verto, to turn). I do this for two reasons: 1) 
verto is easier for a non-Latin scholar to pronounce (the actual infinitive, vertere, is pronounced 
WAIR’-td-ray); and 2) when I studied Latin fifty years ago, the convention was to refer to a verb 
by using the first person singular, present tense. 

If you are not a Latin scholar, you need not bother to read this footnote—if you've already 
done so, forget it! 


Disclaimer: 


Occasionally in these pages, owing to the deficiency of the English 
language, I have used he/him/his meaning he or she/him or her/his or 
her in order to avoid awkwardness of style. 

He, him, and his are not intended as exclusively masculine 
pronouns—they may refer to either sex or to both sexes. 


PART ONE 


GETTING OFF TO A GOOD START 


HOW TO TEST YOUR PRESENT 
VOCABULARY 


Once—as a child—you were an expert, an accomplished virtuoso, at 
learning new words. 
Today, by comparison, you are a rank and bumbling amateur. 


Does this statement sound insulting? 
It may be—but if you are the average adult, it is a statement that 
is, unfortunately, only too true. 


Educational testing indicates that children of ten who have grown 
up in families in which English is the native language have 
recognition vocabularies of over twenty thousand words— 

And that these same ten-year-olds have been learning new words at a 
rate of many hundreds a year since the age of four. 

In astonishing contrast, studies show that adults who are no 
longer attending school increase their vocabularies at a pace slower 
than twenty-five to fifty words annually. 

How do you assess your own vocabulary? 

Is it quantitatively healthy? 

Rich in over-all range? 

Responsive to any situation in which you may find yourself? 

Truly indicative of your intellectual potential? 


More important, is it still growing at the same rapid clip as when 
you were a child? 

Or, as with most adults, has your rate of increase dropped 
drastically since you left school? And if so, do you now feel that 
your vocabulary is somewhat limited, your verbal skills not as sharp 
as you would like them to be? 

Let us check it out. 

I challenge you to a series of tests that will measure your 
vocabulary range, as well as your verbal speed and responsiveness. 


A TEST OF VOCABULARY RANGE 


Here are sixty brief phrases, each containing one italicized word; 
it is up to you to check the closest definition of each such word. To 
keep your score valid, refrain, as far as possible, from wild guessing. 
The key will be found at the end of the test. 


l. 


2. 


5. 


disheveled appearance: 

(a) untidy; (b) fierce, (c) foolish, (d) peculiar, (e) unhappy 
a baffling problem: 

(a) difficult, (b) simple, (c) puzzling, (d) long, (e) new 


. lenient parent: 


(a) tall, (b) not strict, (c) wise, (d) foolish, (e) severe 


. repulsive personality: 


(a) disgusting, (b) attractive, (c) normal, (d) confused, (e) 
conceited 

audacious attempt: 

(a) useless, (b) bold, (c) foolish, (d) crazy, (e) necessary 


6. parry a blow: 


(a) ward off, (b) fear, (c) expect, (d) invite, (e) ignore 


7. prevalent disease: 


10. 


(a) dangerous, (b) catching, (c) childhood, (d) fatal, (e) 
widespread 


. ominous report: 


(a) loud, (b) threatening, (c) untrue, (d) serious, (e) unpleasant 


. an incredible story: 


(a) true, (b) interesting, (c) well-known, (d) unbelievable, (e) 
unknown 

an ophthalmologist: 

(a) eye doctor, (b) skin doctor, (c) foot doctor, (d) heart doctor, 
(e) cancer specialist 


11. 


12. 


13. 


14. 


15. 


16. 


17. 


18. 


19. 


20. 


21. 


22. 


will supersede the old law: 

(a) enforce, (b) specify penalties for, (c) take the place of, (d) 
repeal, (e) continue 

an anonymous donor: 

(a) generous, (b) stingy, (c) well-known, (d) one whose name is 
not known, (e) reluctant 

performed an autopsy: (a) examination of living tissue, (b) 
examination of a corpse to determine the cause of death, (c) 
process in the manufacture of optical lenses, (d) operation to 
cure an organic disease, (e) series of questions to determine the 
causes of delinquent behavior 

an indefatigable worker: 

(a) well-paid, (b) tired, (c) skillful, (d) tireless, (e) pleasant 

a confirmed atheist: 

(a) bachelor, (b) disbeliever in God, (c) believer in religion, (d) 
believer in science, (e) priest 

endless loquacity: 

(a) misery, (b) fantasy, (c) repetitiousness, (d) ill health, (e) 
talkativeness 

a glib talker: 

(a) smooth, (b) awkward, (c) loud, (d) friendly, (e) boring 

an incorrigible optimist: 

(a) happy, (b) beyond correction or reform, (c) foolish, (d) 
hopeful, (e) unreasonable 

an ocular problem: 

(a) unexpected, (b) insoluble, (c) visual, (d) continual, (e) 
imaginary 

a notorious demagogue: 

(a) rabble-rouser, (b) gambler, (c) perpetrator of financial 
frauds, (d) liar, (e) spendthrift 

a naïve attitude: 

(a) unwise, (b) hostile, (c) unsophisticated, (d) friendly, (e) 
contemptuous 

living in affluence: 

(a) difficult circumstances, (b) countrified surroundings, (c) fear, 


23: 


24. 


25. 


26. 


27. 


28. 


29. 


30. 


31. 


32. 


33. 


34. 


(d) wealth, (e) poverty 

in retrospect: 

(a) view of the past, (b) artistic balance, (c) anticipation, (d) 
admiration, (e) second thoughts 

a gourmet: 

(a) seasoned traveler, (b) greedy eater, (c) vegetarian, (d) 
connoisseur of good food, (e) skillful chef 

to simulate interest: 

(a) pretend, (b) feel, (c) lose, (d) stir up, (e) ask for 

a magnanimous action: 

(a) puzzling, (b) generous, (c) foolish, (d) unnecessary, (e) wise 
a clandestine meeting: 

(a) prearranged, (b) hurried, (c) important, (d) secret, (e) public 
the apathetic citizens: 

(a) made up of separate ethnic groups, (b) keenly vigilant of 
their rights, (c) politically conservative, (d) indifferent, 
uninterested, uninvolved, (e) terrified 

to placate his son: 

(a) please, (b) help, (c) find a job for, (d) make arrangements 
for, (e) change a feeling of hostility to one of friendliness 

to vacillate continually: 

(a) avoid, (b) swing back and forth in indecision, (c) inject, (d) 
treat, (e) scold 

a nostalgic feeling: 

(a) nauseated, (b) homesick, (c) sharp, (d) painful, (e) delighted 
feel antipathy: 

(a) bashfulness, (b) stage fright, (c) friendliness, (d) hostility, (e) 
suspense 

be more circumspect: 

(a) restrained, (b) confident, (c) cautious, (d) honest, (e) 
intelligent 

an intrepid fighter for human rights: 

(a) fearless, (b) eloquent, (c) popular, (d) experienced, (e) 
famous 


35. 


36. 


37. 


38. 


39. 


40. 


41. 


42. 


43. 


44. 


45. 


46. 


diaphanous material: 

(a) strong, (b) sheer and gauzy, (c) colorful, (d) expensive, (e) 
synthetic 

a taciturn host: 

(a) stingy, (b) generous, (c) disinclined to conversation, (d) 
charming, (e) gloomy 

to malign his friend: 

(a) accuse, (b) help, (c) disbelieve, (d) slander, (e) introduce 
a congenital deformity: 

(a) hereditary, (b) crippling, (c) slight, (d) incurable, (e) 
occurring at or during birth 

a definite neurosis: 

(a) plan, (b) emotional disturbance, (c) physical disease, (d) 
feeling of fear, (e) allergic reaction 

made an unequivocal statement: 

(a) hard to understand, (b) lengthy, (c) politically motivated, (d) 
clear and forthright, (e) supporting 

vicarious enjoyment: 

(a) complete, (b) unspoiled, (c) occurring from a feeling of 
identification with another, (d) long-continuing, (e) temporary 
psychogenic ailment: 

(a) incurable, (b) contagious, (c) originating in the mind, (d) 
intestinal, (e) imaginary 

an anachronous attitude: 

(a) unexplainable, (b) unreasonable, (c) belonging to a different 
time, (d) out of place, (e) unusual 

her iconoclastic phase: 

(a) artistic, (b) sneering at tradition, (c) troubled, (d) difficult, 
(e) religious 

a tyro: 

(a) dominating personality, (b) beginner, (c) accomplished 
musician, (d) dabbler, (e) serious student 

a laconic reply: 

(a) immediate, (b) assured, (c) terse and meaningful, (d) 
unintelligible, (e) angry 


47. 


48. 


49. 


50. 


5l. 


52. 


53. 


54. 


55. 


56. 


57. 


semantic confusion: 

(a) relating to the meaning of words, (b) pertaining to money, 
(c) having to do with the emotions, (d) relating to mathematics, 
(e) caused by inner turmoil 

cavalier treatment: 

(a) courteous, (b) haughty and highhanded, (c) negligent, (d) 
affectionate, (e) expensive 

an anomalous situation: 

(a) dangerous, (b) intriguing, (c) unusual, (d) pleasant (e) 
unhappy 

posthumous child: 

(a) cranky, (b) brilliant, (c) physically weak, (d) illegitimate, (e) 
born after the death of the father 

feels enervated: 

(a) full of ambition, (b) full of strength, (c) completely 
exhausted, (d) troubled, (e) full of renewed energy 

shows perspicacity: 

(a) sincerity, (b) mental keenness, (c) love, (d) faithfulness, (e) 
longing 

an unpopular martinet: 

(a) candidate, (b) supervisor, (c) strict disciplinarian, (d) 
military leader, (e) discourteous snob 

gregarious person: 

(a) outwardly calm, (b) very sociable, (c) completely 
untrustworthy, (d) vicious, (e) self-effacing and timid 

generally phlegmatic: 

(a) smug, self-satisfied, (b) easily pleased, (c) nervous, high- 
strung, (d) emotionally unresponsive, (e) lacking in social graces 
an inveterate gambler: 

(a) impoverished, (b) successful, (c) habitual, (d) occasional, (e) 
superstitious 

an egregious error: 

(a) outstandingly bad, (b) slight, (c) irreparable, (d) 
unnecessary, (e) deliberate 


58. cacophony of a large city: 
(a) political administration, (b) crowded living conditions, (c) 
cultural advantages, (d) unpleasant noises, harsh sounds, (e) 
busy traffic 

59. a prurient adolescent: 
(a) tall and gangling, (b) sexually longing, (c) clumsy, awkward, 
(d) sexually attractive, (e) soft-spoken 

60. uxorious husband: 
(a) henpecked, (b) suspicious, (c) guilty of infidelity, (d) fondly 
and foolishly doting on his wife, (e) tightfisted, penny-pinching 


KEY: 1-a, 2-c, 3-b, 4-a, 5-b, 6-a, 7-e, 8-b, 9-d, 10-a, 11-c, 12-d, 
13-b, 14-d, 15-b, 16-e, 17-a, 18-b, 19-c, 20-a, 21-c, 22-d, 
23-a, 24-d, 25-a, 26-b, 27-d, 28-d, 29-e, 30-b, 31-b, 32-d, 
33-c, 34-a, 35-b, 36-c, 37-d, 38-e, 39-b, 40-d, 41-c, 42-c, 
43-c, 44-b, 45-b, 46-c, 47-a, 48-b, 49-c, 50-e, 51-c, 52-b, 
53-c, 54-b, 55-d, 56-c, 57-a, 58-d, 59-b, 60-d 


Your score (one point for each correct choice): 


The Meaning of Your Score: 
0-11: below average 


12-35: average 
36-48: above average 
49-54: excellent 
55-60: superior 


A TEST OF VERBAL SPEED 


PART 1 


This is a timed test. 

In no more than three minutes (time yourself, or have someone time 
you), decide whether the word in column B is the same (or 
approximately the same) in meaning as the word in column A; 
opposite (or approximately opposite) in meaning; or whether the two 
words are merely different. 

Circle S for same, O for opposite, and D for different. 

You will not have time to dawdle or think too long, so go as fast 


as you can. 


COLUMN A COLUMN B 
l. sweet sour S O D 
2. crazy insane S O D 
3. stout fat S O D 
4. big angry S O D 
5. danger peril S O D 
6. help hinder S O D 
7. splendid magnificent S O D 
8. love hate S O D 
9. stand rise S O D 

10. furious violent S O D 

11. tree apple S O D 


12. 
13. 
14. 
15. 
16. 
17. 
18. 
19. 
20. 
21. 
22. 
23. 
24. 
25. 
26. 
27. 
28. 
29. 
30. 


This is also a timed test. 


doubtful 
handsome 
begin 
strange 
male 
powerful 
beyond 
live 

go 
return 
growl 
open 
nest 
chair 
want 

can 

idle 

rich 


building 


certain 
ugly 
start 
familiar 
female 
weak 
under 
die 

get 
replace 
weep 
close 
home 
table 
desire 
container 
working 
luxurious 


structure 


PART 2 


VU UU AU Un Un Un un un 0n un n un un unn nun unu A 


O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O Ọ 


7 UD o o gd o go ggd eo xw gd gd ugd g XO. KR g 


In no more than three minutes (again, time yourself or have 
someone time you), write down as many different words as you can 
think of that start with the letter D. 

Do not use various forms of a word, such as do, doing, does, done, 
doer, etc. 

Space is provided for 125 words. You are not expected to reach 
that number, but write as fast as you can and see how many blanks 
you can fill in before your time is up. 


KEY: Part 1: 1-O, 2-S, 3-S, 4-D, 5-S, 6-0, 7-S, 8-0, 9-S, 10-S, 11- 
D, 12-0, 13-0, 14-S, 15-0, 16-0, 17-0, 18-D, 19-0, 
20-D, 21-S, 22-D, 23-0, 24-S, 25-D, 26-S, 27-5, 28-0, 
29-S, 30-S 
Part 2: Any English word starting with D is correct unless it is 
merely another form of a previous word on the list. 


Scoring: 


PART 1 


If you have up to 10 correct answers, credit your score with 25 
points. 

If you have 11-20 correct answers, credit your score with 50 points. 

21-25 correct answers—75 points. 

26-30 correct answers—100 points. 


Your Score on Part 1: 


PART 2 


Up to 30 words: 25 points 
31-50 words: 50 points 
51-70 words: 75 points 

71-125 words: 100 points 


Your Score on Part 2: 


TOTAL SCORE 


On Verbal Speed: __ 
The meaning of your verbal speed score: 


50: below average 
75: average 
100: above average 
125-150: excellent 
175-200: superior 


A TEST OF VERBAL RESPONSIVENESS 


PART 1 


Write in the blank in column B a word starting with the letter P 
that is the same, or approximately the same, in meaning as the word 
given in column A. 

Example: look peer 

Warning: Every answer must start with the letter P. 

A B 

. bucket 

. trousers 

. maybe 

. forgive 

. Separate 

likely 

annoy 


. good-looking 


oO ON DH AB p M dB 


. picture 


= 
je») 


. choose 


Ó 
Ó 


. ugly 
. ZO 
. dish 


=. me 
wW N 


14. location 
15. stone 
16. inactive 
17. fussy 
18. suffering 
19. castle 
20. gasp 

21. fear 

22. twosome 
23. artist 
24. sheet 


25. collection 


PART 2 


Write in the blank in column B a word starting with the letter G 
that is opposite, approximately opposite, or in contrast to the word 
given in column A. 

Example: stop go 

Warning: Every answer must start with the letter G. 

A B 

1. lose 

2. midget 

3. special 


4. lady 


O ONDA m 


take 


. moron 


sad 


boy 


. happy 
10. 


11. 
12. 
13. 
14. 
15. 
16. 
17. 
18. 
19. 
20. 
21. 
22. 
23. 
24. 
25. 


plain 

hello 

here 

bad 

ugly 

stingy 
awkward 
little 

rough 
bride 

ripe 
unwanting 
unprotected 
experienced 
scarcity 


unappreciative 


KEY, Part 1: If more than one answer is given, count as correct any 


word you have written that is the same as any one of the 
answers. 


l-pail, pan, 2-pants, 3-perhaps, possibly, probably, 4- 
pardon, 5-part, 6-probable, possible, perhaps, 7-pester, 
8-pretty, 9-photograph, painting, 10-pick, 11-plain, 
12-proceed, 13-plate, platter, 14-place, 15-pebble, 16- 
passive, 17-particular, picky, 18-pain, 19-palace, 20- 
pant, puff, 21-panic, 22-pair, 23-painter, 24-page, 25- 
pack 


Part 2: If more than one answer is given, count as correct any 


Scoring: 


word you have written that is the same as any one of the 
answers. 


l-gain, get, garner, grab, glean, grasp, grip, 2-giant, 
gigantic, great, gross, 3-general, 4-gentleman, 5-give, 
6-genius, 7-glad, gleeful, gleesome, 8-girl, 9-gloomy, 
glum, grieving, grumpy, 10-gaudy, grand, grandiose, 
11-goodbye, 12-gone, 13-good, 14-good-looking, 15- 
generous, giving, 16-graceful, 17-great, giant, gigantic, 
18-gentle, 19-groom, 20-green, 21-greedy, grasping, 
22-guarded, 23-green, 24-glut, gobs, 25-grateful 


Score Parts 1 and 2 together. Write in the blank the total number 
of correct responses you made: 


The meaning of your verbal responsiveness score: 


0-10: below average 


11-20: 
21-30: 
31-40: 
41-50: 


average 
above average 
excellent 


superior 


VOCABULARY AND SUCCESS 


Now you know where you stand. If you are in the below average 
or average group, you must consider, seriously, whether an 
inadequate vocabulary may be holding you back. (If you tested out 
on the above average, excellent, or superior level, you have 
doubtless already discovered the unique and far-reaching value of a 
rich vocabulary, and you are eager to add still further to your 
knowledge of words.) 

Let us examine, briefly, some of the evidence that points to the 
close relationship between vocabulary and personal, professional, 
and intellectual growth. 

The Human Engineering Laboratory found that the only common 
characteristic of successful people in this country is an unusual 
grasp of the meanings of words. The Laboratory tested the 
vocabularies of thousands of people in all age groups and in all 
walks of life—and discovered that those people drawing down the 
highest salaries made the highest scores. Consider very thoughtfully 
the explanation that the director of the Laboratory offered for the 
relationship between vocabulary and success: 

^Why do large vocabularies characterize executives and possibly 
outstanding men and women in other fields? The final answer seems 
to be that words are the instruments by means of which men and 
women grasp the thoughts of others and with which they do much 
of their own thinking. They are the tools of thought." 


There is other evidence. 

At many universities, groups of freshmen were put into 
experimental classes for the sole purpose of increasing their 
knowledge of English words. These groups did better in their 
sophomore, junior, and senior years than control groups of similarly 
endowed students who did not receive such training. 

And still more evidence: 


At the University of Illinois, entering students were given a simple 
twenty-nine-word vocabulary test. The results of this test could be 
used, according to Professor William D. Templeman, to make an 
accurate prediction of future academic success—or lack of success— 
over the entire four year college course. “If a student has a superior 
vocabulary," states Professor Templeman, “it will probably follow 
that he will do better work academically." 


And finally: 

Educational research has discovered that your I.Q. is intimately 
related to your vocabulary. Take a standard vocabulary test and 
then an intelligence test—the results in both will be substantially 
the same. 


YOU CAN INCREASE YOUR VOCABULARY 


The more extensive your vocabulary, the better your chances for 
success, other things being equal—success in attaining your 
educational goals, success in moving ahead in your business or 
professional career, success in achieving your intellectual potential. 

And you can increase your vocabulary—faster and easier than you 
may realize. 

You can, in fact, accomplish a tremendous gain in less than two to 
three months of concentrated effort, even if you do only one session 
a day—in less time if you do two or more sessions a day. 

Furthermore— 

You can start improving your vocabulary immediately—and within a 
few days you can be cruising along at such a rapid rate that there will be 
an actual change in your thinking, in your ability to express your 
thoughts, and in your powers of understanding. 

Does this sound as if I am promising you the whole world in a 
neat package with a pretty pink ribbon tied around it? I am. And I 
am willing to make such an unqualified promise because I have seen 
what happens to those of my students at New York University and at 
Rio Hondo College in Whittier, California, who make sincere, 
methodical efforts to learn more, many more, words. 


HOW TO START BUILDING YOUR 
VOCABULARY 


When you have finished working with this book, you will no longer 
be the same person. 

You can't be. 

If you honestly read every page, if you do every exercise, if you 
take every test, if you follow every principle, you will go through an 
intellectual experience that will effect a radical change in you. 

For if you systematically increase your vocabulary, you will also 
sharpen and enrich your thinking; push back your intellectual 
horizons; build your self-assurance; improve your facility in 
handling the English language and thereby your ability to express 
your thoughts effectively; and acquire a deeper understanding of the 
world in general and of yourself in particular. 

Increasing your vocabulary does not mean merely learning the 
definitions of large numbers of obscure words; it does not mean 
memorizing scores of unrelated terms. What it means—what it can 
only mean—is becoming acquainted with the multitudinous and 
fascinating phenomena of human existence for which words are, 
obviously, only the verbal descriptions. 

Increasing your  vocabulary—properly, intelligently, and 
systematically—means treating yourself to an all-round, liberal 


education. 

And surely you cannot deny that such an experience will change 
you intellectually— 

Will have a discernible effect on your methods of thinking—on 
your store of information—on your ability to express your ideas—on 
your understanding of human problems. 


HOW CHILDREN INCREASE THEIR VOCABULARIES 


The typical ten-year-old, you will recall, has a recognition 
vocabulary of over twenty thousand words—and has been learning 
many hundreds of new words every year since the age of four. 

You were once that typical child. 

You were once an accomplished virtuoso at vocabulary building. 

What was your secret? 

Did you spend hours every day poring over a dictionary? 

Did you lull yourself to sleep at night with Webster's Unabridged? 

Did you keep notebooks full of all the new words you ever heard 
or read? 

Did you immediately look up the meaning of any new word that 
your parents or older members of your family used? 

Such procedures would have struck you as absurd then, as absurd 
as they would be for you today. 

You had a much better, much more effective, and considerably 
less self-conscious method. 

Your method was the essence of simplicity: day in and day out 
you kept learning; you kept squeezing every possible ounce of 
learning out of every waking moment; you were an eternal question 
box, for you had a constant and insatiable desire to know and 
understand. 


HOW ADULTS STOP BUILDING THEIR VOCABULARIES 


Then, eventually, at some point in your adult life (unless you are 
the rare exception), you gradually lost your compulsive drive to 
discover, to figure out, to understand, to know. 

Eventually, therefore, you gradually lost your need to increase 
your vocabulary—your need to learn the words that could verbalize 
your new discoveries, your new understanding, your new 
knowledge. 

Roland Gelatt, in a review of Caroline Pratt's book I Learn from 
Children, describes this phenomenon as follows: 


All normal human beings are born with a powerful urge to 
learn. Almost all of them lose this urge, even before they have 
reached maturity. It is only the few ... who are so constituted 
that lack of learning becomes a nuisance. This is perhaps the 
most insidious of human tragedies. 


Children are wonders at increasing their vocabularies because of 
their ^powerful urge to learn." They do not learn solely by means of 
words, but as their knowledge increases, so does their vocabulary— 
for words are the symbols of ideas and understanding. 

(If you are a parent, you perhaps remember that crucial and 
trying period in which your child constantly asked “Why?” The 
^Why?" is the child's method of finding out. How many adults that 
you know go about asking and thinking “Why?” How often do you 
yourself do it?) 

The adults who “lose this urge," who no longer feel that “lack of 
learning becomes a nuisance," stop building their vocabularies. 
They stop learning, they stop growing intellectually, they stop 
changing. When and if such a time comes, then, as Mr. Gelatt so 
truly says, "This is perhaps the most insidious of human tragedies." 
But fortunately the process is far from irreversible. 


If you have lost the *powerful urge to learn," you can regain it— 
you can regain your need to discover, to figure out, to understand, 
to know. 

And thus you can start increasing your vocabulary at the same 
rate as when you were a child. 

I am not spouting airy theory. For over thirty-five years I have 
worked with thousands of adults in my college courses in 
vocabulary improvement, and I can state as a fact, and without 
qualification, that: 

If you can recapture the “powerful urge to learn” with which you were 
born, you can go on increasing your vocabulary at a prodigious rate— 

No matter what your present age. 


WHY AGE MAKES LITTLE DIFFERENCE IN 
VOCABULARY BUILDING 


I repeat, no matter what your present age. 

You may be laboring under a delusion common to many older 
people. 

You may think that after you pass your twenties you rapidly and 
inevitably lose your ability to learn. 

That is simply not true. 

There is no doubt that the years up to eighteen or twenty are the 
best period for learning. Your own experience no doubt bears that 
out. And of course for most people more learning goes on faster up to 
the age of eighteen or twenty than ever after, even if they live to be 
older than Methuselah. (That is why vocabulary increases so rapidly 
for the first twenty years of life and comparatively at a snail's pace 
thereafter.) 

But (and follow me closely)— 

The fact that most learning is accomplished before the age of 
twenty does not mean that very little learning can be achieved 
beyond that age. 

What is done by most people and what can be done under proper 
guidance and motivation are two very, very different things—as 
scientific experiments have conclusively shown. 

Furthermore— 

The fact that your learning ability may be best up to age twenty 
does not mean that it is absolutely useless as soon as your twentieth 
birthday is passed. 

Quite the contrary. 

Edward Thorndike, the famous educational psychologist, found in 
experiments with people of all ages that although the learning curve 
rises spectacularly up to twenty, it remains steady for at least 
another five years. After that, ability to learn (according to Professor 


Thorndike) drops very, very slowly up to the age of thirty-five, and 
drops a bit more but still slowly beyond that age. 

And— 

Right up to senility the total decrease in learning ability after age 
twenty is never more than 15 per cent! 

That does not sound, I submit, as if no one can ever learn 
anything new after the age of twenty. 

Believe me, the old saw that claims you cannot teach an old dog 
new tricks is a baseless, if popular, superstition. 

So I repeat: no matter what your age, you can go on learning 
efficiently, or start learning once again if perhaps you have stopped. 

You can be thirty, or forty, or fifty, or sixty, or seventy—or older. 

No matter what your age, you can once again increase your 
vocabulary at a prodigious rate—providing you recapture the 
“powerful urge to learn" that is the key to vocabulary improvement. 

Not the urge to learn ^words"—words are only symbols of ideas. 

But the urge to learn facts, theories, concepts, information, 
knowledge, understanding—call it what you will. 

Words are the symbols of knowledge, the keys to accurate 
thinking. Is it any wonder then that the most successful and 
intelligent people in this country have the biggest vocabularies? 

It was not their large vocabularies that made these people 
successful and intelligent, but their knowledge. 

Knowledge, however, is gained largely through words. 

In the process of increasing their knowledge, these successful 
people increased their vocabularies. 

Just as children increase their vocabulary at a tremendous, 
phenomenal rate during those years when their knowledge is 
increasing most rapidly. 

Knowledge is chiefly in the form of words, and from now on, in 
this book, you will be thinking about, and thinking with, new words 
and new ideas. 


WHAT THIS BOOK CAN DO FOR YOU 


This book is designed to get you started building your vocabulary 
—effectively and at jet-propelled speed—by helping you regain the 
intellectual atmosphere, the keen, insatiable curiosity, the ^powerful 
urge to learn" of your childhood. 

The organization of the book is based on two simple principles: 1) 
words are the verbal symbols of ideas, and 2) the more ideas you 
are familiar with, the more words you know. 

So, chapter by chapter, we will start with some central idea— 
personality types, doctors, science, unusual occupations, liars, 
actions, speech habits, insults, compliments, etc.—and examine ten 
basic words that express various aspects of the idea. Then, using 
each word as a springboard, we will explore any others which are 
related to it in meaning or derivation, so that it is not unlikely that a 
single chapter may discuss, teach, and test close to one hundred 
important words. 

Always, however, the approach will be from the idea. First there 
will be a “teaser preview" in which the ideas are briefly hinted at; 
then a “headline,” in which each idea is examined somewhat more 
closely; next a clear, detailed paragraph or more will analyze the 
idea in all its ramifications; finally the word itself, which you will 
meet only after you are completely familiar with the idea. 

In the etymology (derivation of words) section, you will learn what 
Greek or Latin root gives the word its unique meaning and what 
other words contain the same, or related, roots. You will thus be 
continually working in related fields, and there will never be any 
possibility of confusion from “too muchness," despite the great 
number of words taken up and tested in each chapter. 

Successful people have superior vocabularies. People who are 
intellectually alive and successful in the professional or business 
worlds are accustomed to dealing with ideas, are constantly on the 
search for new ideas, build their lives and their careers on the ideas 


they have learned. And it is to readers whose goal is successful living 
(in the broadest meaning of the word successful) that this book is 
addressed. 


A NOTE ON TIME SCHEDULES 


From my experience over many years in teaching, I have become 
a firm believer in setting a goal for all learning and a schedule for 
reaching that goal. 

You will discover that each chapter is divided into approximately 
equal sessions, and that each session will take from thirty to forty- 
five minutes of your time, depending on how rapidly or slowly you 
enjoy working—and bear in mind that everyone has an optimum 
rate of learning. 

For best results, do one or two sessions at a time—spaced 
studying, with time between sessions so that you can assimilate 
what you have learned, is far more efficient, far more productive, 
than gobbling up great amounts in indigestible chunks. 

Come back to the book every day, or as close to every day as the 
circumstances of your life permit. 

Find a schedule that is comfortable for you, and then stick to it. 

Avoid interrupting your work until you have completed a full 
session, and always decide, before you stop, exactly when you will 
plan to pick up the book again. 

Working at your own comfortable rate, you will likely finish the 
material in two to three months, give or take a few weeks either 
way. 

However long you take, you will end with a solid feeling of 
accomplishment, a new understanding of how English words work, and 
—most important—how to make words work for you. 


HOW TO TALK ABOUT PERSONALITY TYPES 


(Sessions 1-3) 


TEASER PREVIEW 


What word best describes your personality if you: 
are interested solely in your own welfare? 
constantly talk about yourself? 

dedicate your life to helping others? 

turn your mind inward? 

turn your mind outward? 

hate humanity? 

hate women? 

hate marriage? 

lead a lonely, austere existence? 


SESSION 1 


Every human being is, in one way or another, unique. 

Everyone's personality is determined by a combination of genetic 
and environmental factors. 

Let us examine ten personality types (one of which might by 
chance be your very own) that result from the way culture, growth, 
family background, and environment interact with heredity. 

And, of course, we begin not with the words, but with the ideas. 


IDEAS 


1. me first 


Your attitude to life is simple, direct, and aboveboard—every 
decision you make is based on the answer to one question: “What’s 
in it for me?" If your selfishness, greed, and ruthless desire for self- 
advancement hurt other people, that's too bad. "This is a tough 
world, pal, dog eat dog and all that, and I, for one, am not going to 
be left behind!" 


An egoist 


2. the height of conceit 


^Now, let's see. Have you heard about all the money I'm making? 
Did I tell you about my latest amorous conquest? Let me give you 
my opinion—I know, because I'm an expert at practically 
everything!" You are boastful to the point of being obnoxious—you 
have only one string to your conversational violin, namely, yourself; 
and on it you play a number of monotonous variations: what you 


think, what you have done, how good you are, how you would solve 
the problems of the world, etc. ad nauseam. 


An egotist 


3. let me help you 


You have discovered the secret of true happiness—concerning 
yourself with the welfare of others. Never mind your own interests, 
how's the next fellow getting along? 


An altruist 


4. leave me alone 


Like a biochemist studying a colony of bacteria under the 
microscope, you minutely examine your every thought, feeling, and 
action. Probing, futile questions like “What do other people think of 
me?", *How do I look?", and *Maybe I shouldn't have said that?" 
are your constant nagging companions, for you are unable to realize 
that other people do not spend as much time and energy analyzing 
you as you think. 

You may seem unsocial, yet your greatest desire is to be liked and 
accepted. You may be shy and quiet, you are often moody and 
unhappy, and you prefer solitude or at most the company of one 
person to a crowd. You have an aptitude for creative work and are 
uncomfortable engaging in activities that require cooperation with 
other people. You may even be a genius, or eventually turn into one. 


An introvert 


5. let's do it together 


You would be great as a teacher, counselor, administrator, 
insurance agent. You can always become interested— sincerely, 
vitally interested—in other people's problems. You're the life of the 


party, because you never worry about the effect of your actions, 
never inhibit yourself with doubts about dignity or propriety. You 
are usually happy, generally full of high spirits; you love to be with 
people—lots of people. Your thoughts, your interests, your whole 
personality are turned outward. 


An extrovert 


6. neither extreme 


You have both introverted and extroverted tendencies—at 
different times and on different occasions. Your interests are turned, 
in about equal proportions, both inward and outward. Indeed, 
you're quite normal—in the sense that your personality is like that 
of most people. 


An ambivert 


7T. people are no damn good 


Cynical, embittered, suspicious, you hate everyone. (Especially, 
but never to be admitted, yourself?) The perfectibility of the human 
race? “Nonsense! No way!" The stupidity, the meanness, and the 
crookedness of most mortals (Most? Probably all!”)—that is your 
favorite theme. 


A misanthrope 


8. women are no damn good 


Sometime in your dim past, you were crossed, scorned, or deeply 
wounded by a woman (a mother, or mother figure, perhaps?). So 
now you have a carefully constructed defense against further hurt— 
you hate all women. 


A misogynist 


9. "marriage is an institution—and who wants to live in an 
institution?" 


You will not make the ultimate legal commitment. Members of the 
opposite sex are great as lovers, roommates, apartment- or house- 
sharers, but not as lawfully wedded spouses. The ties that bind are 
too binding for you. You may possibly believe, and possibly, for 
yourself, be right, that a commitment is deeper and more 
meaningful if freedom is available without judicial proceedings. 


A misogamist 


10. *... that the flesh is heir to ..." 


Self-denial, austerity, lonely contemplation—these are the 
characteristics of the good life, so you claim. The simplest food and 
the least amount of it that will keep body and soul together, 
combined with abstinence from fleshly, earthly pleasures, will 
eventually lead to spiritual perfection—that is your philosophy. 


An ascetic 


USING THE WORDS 


You have been introduced to ten valuable words—but in each 
case, as you have noticed, you have first considered the ideas that 
these words represent. Now say the words—each one is respelled 
phonetically so that you will be sure to pronounce it correctly.! 

Say each word aloud. This is the first important step to complete 
mastery. As you hear a word in your own voice, think of its 
meaning. Are you quite clear about it? If not, reinforce your 
learning by rereading the explanatory paragraph or paragraphs. 


Can you pronounce the words? 


1. egoist EE"-go-ist 

2. egotist EE"-go-tist 

3. altruist AL'-troo-ist 

4. introvert IN’-tra-vurt’ 

5. extrovert EKS’-tra-vurt’ 

6. ambivert AM'"-be-vurt' 

7. misanthrope MIS’-an-throp’ 

8. misogynist ma-SOJ’-a-nist 

9. misogamist mo-SOG"-o-mist 
10. ascetic 9-SET"-ik 


Can you work with the words? 


You have taken two long steps toward mastery of the expressive 
words in this chapter—you have thought about the ideas behind 
them, and you have said them aloud. 

For your third step, match each personality with the appropriate 
characteristic, action, or attitude. 


1. egoist a. turns thoughts inward 

2. egotist b. hates marriage 

3. altruist c. talks about accomplishments 
4. introvert d. hates people 


e. does not pursue pleasures of 
the flesh 


5. extrovert 


6. ambivert f. is interested in the welfare of 


others 
7. misanthrope g. believes in self-advancement 


h. turns thoughts both inward 
8. misogynist 
and outward 


9. misogamist i. hates women 


10. ascetic j. turns thoughts outward 


KEY: 1-g, 2-c, 3-f, 4-a, 5-j, 6-h, 7-d, 8-i, 9-b, 10-e 


Do you understand the words? 


Now that you are becoming more and more involved in these ten 
words, find out if they can make an immediate appeal to your 
understanding. Here are ten questions—can you indicate, quickly, 
and without reference to any previous definitions, whether the 


correct answer to each of these questions is yes or no? 


1. 


10. 


Is an egoist selfish? 
YES NO 


. Is modesty one of the characteristics of the egotist? 


YES NO 
. Is an altruist selfish? 
YES NO 


. Does an introvert pay much attention to himself? 


YES NO 


. Does an extrovert prefer solitude to companionship? 


YES NO 


. Are most normal people arnbiverts? 


YES NO 


. Does a misanthrope like people? 


YES NO 


. Does a misogynist enjoy the company of women? 


YES NO 


. Does an ascetic lead a life of luxury? 


YES NO 
Does a misogamist try to avoid marriage? 
YES NO 


KEY: 1-yes, 2-no, 3-no, 4-yes, 5-no, 6-yes, 7- no, 8-no, 9-no, 10- 


yes 


Can you recall the words? 


You have thus far reinforced your learning by saying the words 
aloud, by matching them to their definitions, and by responding to 
meaning when they were used in context. 

Can you recall each word, now, without further reference to 
previous material? And can you spell it correctly? 


l. 


2. 


10. 


Who lives a lonely, austere life? 
1.A 

Whose interests are turned outward? 
2. E 


. Who is supremely selfish? 


3.E 


. Who hates people? 


4. M 


. Whose interests are turned both inward and outward? 


5. A 


. Who is incredibly conceited? 


6. E 


. Who is more interested in the welfare of others than in his own? 


7. A 


. Who hates women? 


8.M 


. Whose interests are turned inward? 


9.1 
Who hates marriage? 
10.M 


KEY: 1-ascetic, 2-extrovert, 3-egoist, 4—misanthrope, 5-ambivert, 
6-egotist,  7-altruist, | 8-misogynist,  9-introvert, 10- 
misogamist 


(End of Session 1) 


SESSION 2 


ORIGINS AND RELATED WORDS 


Every word in the English language has a history—and these ten 
are no exception. In this section you will learn a good deal more 
about the words you have been working with; in addition, you will 
make excursions into many other words allied either in meaning, 
form, or history to our basic ten. 


1. the ego 


Egoist and egotist are built on the same Latin root—the pronoun 
ego, meaning I. I is the greatest concern in the egoist's mind, the 
most overused word in the egotist's vocabulary. (Keep the words 
differentiated in your own mind by thinking of the t in talk, and the 
additional t in egotist.) Ego itself has been taken over from Latin as 
an important English word and is commonly used to denote one's 
concept of oneself, as in, ^What do you think your constant 
criticisms do to my ego?" Ego has also a special meaning in 
psychology—but for the moment you have enough problems 
without going into that. 

If you are an egocentric (ee’-g0-SEN’-trik), you consider yourself 
the center of the universe—you are an extreme form of the egoist. 
And if you are an egomaniac (ee'-go-MAY"-nee-ak), you carry egoism 
to such an extreme that your needs, desires, and interests have 
become a morbid obsession, a mania. The egoist or egotist is 
obnoxious, the egocentric is intolerable, and the egomaniac is 
dangerous and slightly mad. 

Egocentric is both a noun (*What an egocentric her new roommate 
is!”) and an adjective (“He is the most egocentric person I have ever 


met!”). 
To derive the adjective form of egomaniac, add -al, a common 
adjective suffix. Say the adjective aloud: 


egomaniacal _ ee’-g0-ma-NI’-a-kal 


2. others 


In Latin, the word for other is alter, and a number of valuable 
English words are built on this root. 

Altruism (AL’-troo-iz-am), the philosophy practiced by altruists, 
comes from one of the variant spellings of Latin alter, other. 
Altruistic (al-troo-IS’-tik) actions look toward the benefit of others. If 
you alternate (AWL’-tar-nayt’), you skip one and take the other, so to 
speak, as when you play golf on alternate (AWL'-tor-not) Saturdays. 

An alternate (AWL’-tor-not) in a debate, contest, or convention is 
the other person who will take over if the original choice is unable 
to attend. And if you have no alternative (awl-TUR’-ne-tiv), you have 
no other choice. 

You see how easy it is to understand the meanings of these words 
once you realize that they all come from the same source. And 
keeping in mind that alter means other, you can quickly understand 
words like alter ego, altercation, and alteration. 

An alteration (awl'-to-RAY'-shon) is of course a change—a making 
into something other. When you alter (AWL'-tor) your plans, you 
make other plans. 

An altercation (awl'-tor-KAY'-shon) is a verbal dispute. When you 
have an altercation with someone, you have a violent disagreement, 
a "fight" with words. And why? Because you have other ideas, plans, 
or opinions than those of the person on the other side of the 
argument. Altercation, by the way, is stronger than quarrel or dispute 
—the sentiment is more heated, the disagreement is likely to be 
angry or even hot-tempered, there may be recourse, if the disputants 
are human, to profanity or obscenity. You have altercations, in short, 


over pretty important issues, and the word implies that you get 
quite excited. 

Alter ego (AWL’-tor EE"-go), which combines alter, other, with ego, 
I, self, generally refers to someone with whom you are so close that 
you both do the same things, think alike, react similarly, and are, in 
temperament, almost mirror images of each other. Any such friend 
is your other I, your other self, your alter ego. 


USING THE WORDS 


Can you pronounce the words? 


Digging a little into the derivation of three of our basic words, 
egoist, egotist, and altruist, has put us in touch with two important 
Latin roots, ego, I, self, and alter, other, and has made it possible for 
us to explore, with little difficulty, many other words derived from 
these roots. Pause now, for a moment, to digest these new 
acquisitions, and to say them aloud. 


l. ego EE'-go 

2. egocentric ee-go-SEN"-trik 

3. egomaniac ee-g0-MAY’-nee-ak 
4. egomaniacal ee’-g0-ma-NI’-a-kal 
5. altruism AL’-troo-iz-om 

6. altruistic al-troo-IS’-tik 

7. to alternate (v.) AWL'-tor-nayt' 

8. alternate (adj. or noun) AWL'-tor-not 

9. alternative awl-TUR’-no-tiv 


10. alteration awl’-tor-AY’-shon 


11. to alter AWL/-tor 
12. altercation awl’-tor-KAY’-shon 


13. alter ego AWL/’-tar EE"-go 


Can you work with the words? (I) 


You have seen how these thirteen words derive from the two 
Latin roots ego, I, self, and alter, other, and you have pronounced 
them aloud and thereby begun to make them part of your active 
vocabulary. 

Are you ready to match definitions to words? 


a. one who is excessively fixated 


l. ego 
on his own desires, needs, etc. 
2. egocentric b. to change 
3. altruism c. argument 
4. to alternate d. one's concept of oneself 
5. to alter e. to take one, skip one, etc. 


l f. philosophy of putting another’s 
6. altercation 
welfare above one’s own 


KEY: 1-d, 2-a, 3-f, 4-e, 5-b, 6-c 


Can you work with the words? (Il) 


1. egomaniacal a. a change 
2. altruistic b. other possible 


. c. interested in the welfare of 
3. alternative 


others 
4. alteration d. one's other self 
5. alter ego e. a choice 


f. morbidly, obsessively wrapped 
6. alternate (adj.) l 
up in oneself 


KEY: 1-f, 2-c, 3-e, 4-a, 5-d, 6-b 


Do you understand the words? 


If you have begun to understand these thirteen words, you will be 
able to respond to the following questions. 


1. Is rejection usually a blow to one's ego? 


YES | NO 

2. Are egocentric people easy to get along with? 
YES NO 

3. Does an egomaniac have a normal personality? 
YES | NO 

4. Are egomaniacal tendencies a sign of maturity? 
YES | NO 

5. Is altruism a characteristic of selfish people? 
YES | NO 

6. Are altruistic tendencies common to egoists? 
YES | NO 

7. Is an alternate plan necessarily inferior? 
YES NO 

8. Does an alternative allow you some freedom of choice? 
YES | NO 

9. Does alteration imply keeping things the same? 
YES | NO 

10. Do excitable people often engage in altercations? 

YES | NO 


11. Is your alter ego usually quite similar to yourself? 
YES | NO 


KEY: 1-yes, 2-no, 3-no, 4-no, 5-no, 6-no, 7-no, 8-yes, 9-no, 10- 
yes, 11-yes 


Can you recall the words? 


Have you learned these words so well that you can summon each 
one from your mind when a brief definition is offered? Review first 
if necessary; then, without further reference to previous pages, write 
the correct word in each blank. Make sure to check your spelling 
when you refer to the Key. 


1. one's other self 
1A 
2. to change 
2.A 
3. a heated dispute 
3.A 
4. excessively, morbidly obsessed with one’s own needs, desires, or 
ambitions 
4. E 
5. unselfish; more interested in the welfare of others than in one's 
own 
5. A 
6. utterly involved with oneself; self-centered 
6. E 
7. a choice 
7. À 
8. one who substitutes for another 
8. A 


KEY: 1-alter ego, 2-alter, 3-altercation, 4-egomaniacal, 5-altruistic, 
6-egocentric, 7-alternative, 8-alternate 


(End of Session 2) 


SESSION 3 


ORIGINS AND RELATED WORDS 


1. depends how you turn 


Introvert, extrovert, and ambivert are built on the Latin verb verto, 
to turn. If your thoughts are constantly turned inward (intro-), you 
are an introvert; outward (extro-), an extrovert; and in both directions 
(ambi-), an ambivert. The prefix ambi-, both, is also found in 
ambidextrous (am'-ba-DEKS'"-tros), able to use both hands with equal 
skill. The noun is ambidexterity (am'-ba-deks-TAIR'"-o-tee). 

Dexterous (DEKS'-tros) means skillful, the noun dexterity (deks- 
TAIR’-a-tee) is skill. The ending -ous is a common adjective suffix 
(famous, dangerous, perilous, etc.); -ity is a common noun suffix 
(vanity, quality, simplicity, etc.). 

(Spelling caution: Note that the letter following the t- in 
ambidextrous is -r, but that in dexterous the next letter is -e.) 

Dexter is actually the Latin word for right hand—in the 
ambidextrous person, both hands are right hands, so to speak. 

The right hand is traditionally the more skillful one; it is only 
within recent decades that we have come to accept that “lefties” or 
“southpaws” are just as normal as anyone else—and the term left- 
handed is still used as a synonym of awkward. 

The Latin word for the left hand is sinister. This same word, in 
English, means threatening, evil, or dangerous, a further commentary 
on our early suspiciousness of left-handed persons. There may still 
be some parents who insist on forcing left-handed children to 
change (though left-handedness is inherited, and as much an 
integral part of its possessor as eye color or nose shape), with 


various unfortunate results to the child—sometimes stuttering or an 
inability to read with normal skill. 

The French word for the left hand is gauche, and, as you would 
suspect, when we took this word over into English we invested it 
with an uncomplimentary meaning. Call someone gauche (GOSH) 
and you imply clumsiness, generally social rather than physical. 
(We're right back to our age-old misconception that left-handed 
people are less skillful than right-handed ones.) A gauche remark is 
tactless; a gauche offer of sympathy is so bumbling as to be 
embarrassing; gaucherie (GO’-sha-ree) is an awkward, clumsy, 
tactless, embarrassing way of saying things or of handling situations. 
The gauche person is totally without finesse. 

And the French word for the right hand is droit, which we have 
used in building our English word adroit (2-DROYT'"). Needless to 
say, adroit, like dexterous, means skillful, but especially in the 
exercise of the mental facilities. Like gauche, adroit, or its noun 
adroitness, usually is used figuratively. The adroit person is 
quickwitted, can get out of difficult spots cleverly, can handle 
situations ingeniously. Adroitness is, then, quite the opposite of 
gaucherie. 


2. love, hate, and marriage 


Misanthrope, misogynist, and misogamist are built on the Greek root 
misein, to hate. The misanthrope hates mankind (Greek anthropos, 
mankind); the misogynist hates women (Greek gyne, woman); the 
misogamist hates marriage (Greek gamos, marriage). 

Anthropos, mankind, is also found in anthropology (an-thro-POL'-o- 
jee), the study of the development of the human race; and in 
philanthropist (fa-LAN'-thro-pist), one who loves mankind and shows 
such love by making substantial financial contributions to charitable 
organizations or by donating time and energy to helping those in 
need. 

The root gyne, woman, is also found in gynecologist (gin-o-KOL'-a- 
jist or jin-KOL'-a-jist), the medical specialist who treats female 


disorders. And the root gamos, marriage, occurs also in monogamy 
(ma-NOG"-a-mee), bigamy (BIG'-2-mee), and polygamy (po-LIG'-a- 
mee). 

(As we will discover later, monos means one, bi- means two, polys 
means many.) 

So monogamy is the custom of only one marriage (at a time). 

Bigamy, by etymology, is two marriages—in actuality, the 
unlawful act of contracting another marriage without divorcing 
one's current legal spouse. 

And polygamy, by derivation many marriages, and therefore 
etymologically denoting plural marriage for either males or females, 
in current usage generally refers to the custom practiced in earlier 
times by the Mormons, and before them by King Solomon, in which 
the man has as many wives as he can afford financially and/or 
emotionally. The correct, but rarely used, term for this custom is 
polygyny (po-LIJ"-o-nee)—polys, many, plus gyne, woman. 

What if a woman has two or more husbands, a form of marriage 
practiced in the Himalaya Mountains of Tibet? That custom is called 
polyandry (pol-ee-AN'-dree), from polys plus Greek andros, male. 


3. making friends with suffixes 


English words have various forms, using certain suffixes for nouns 
referring to persons, other suffixes for practices, attitudes, 
philosophies, etc, and still others for adjectives. 


Consider: 
Person Practice, etc. Adjective 
1. misanthrope or . . l 
; , misanthropy misanthropic 
misanthropist 
' ; : misogynous or 
2. misogynist misogyny 


misogynistic 


3. gynecologist gynecology gynecological 


4. monogamist monogamy monogamous 

5. bigamist bigamy bigamous 

6. polygamist polygamy polygamous 

7. polygynist polygyny polygynous 

8. polyandrist polyandry polyandrous 

9. philanthropist philanthropy philanthropic 
10. anthropologist anthropology anthropological 


You will note, then, that -ist is a common suffix for a person; -y 
for a practice, attitude, etc.; and -ic or -ous for an adjective. 


4. living alone and liking it 


Ascetic is from the Greek word asketes, monk or hermit. 

A monk lives a lonely life—not for him the pleasures of the 
fleshpots, the laughter and merriment of convivial gatherings, the 
dissipation of high living. Rather, days of contemplation, study, and 
rough toil, nights on a hard bed in a simple cell, and the kind of 
self-denial that leads to a purification of the soul. 

That person is an ascetic who leads an existence, voluntarily of 
course, that compares in austerity, simplicity, and rigorous hardship 
with the life of a monk. 

The practice is asceticism (9-SET'-o-siz-om), the adjective ascetic. 


REVIEW OF ETYMOLOGY 


Notice how efficiently you can master words by understanding 
their etymological structure. Stop for a moment to review the roots, 
prefixes, and suffixes you have studied. Can you recall a word we 


have discussed in this chapter that is built on the indicated prefix, 


root, or suffix? 


PREFIX, ROOT, SUFFIX 


ego 
. alter 

. intro- 
. extro- 
. Verto 

ambi- 
misein 


. anthropos 


0 MON Ao A Q MN dH 


gyne 


. gamos 


= m 
IM OQ 


. asketes 


= 
N 


. centrum 


= 
C2 


. mania 


mO 
Js 


. dexter 


= 
ul 


. sinister 


= 
OQ 


. gauche 


. droit 


= ç m 
oo N 


. MONOS 


. bi- 


N e 
O o 


. polys 


. andros 


N 
= 


MEANING 
self, I 
other 
inside 
outside 
turn 

both 

hate 
mankind 
woman 
marriage 
monk 
center 
madness 
right hand 
left hand 
left hand 
right hand 
one 

two 

many 


male 


EXAMPLE 


person who (noun 
22. -ist 


suffix) 
Practice, custom, etc. 
23. -y 
(noun suffix) 
24. -ous adjective suffix 
uality, condition, 
25. -ity id 


etc. (noun suffix) 


USING THE WORDS 


Can you pronounce the words? (I) 


Say each word aloud! Hear it in your own voice! Say it often 
enough so that you feel comfortable with it, noting carefully from the 
phonetic respelling exactly how it should sound. 

Remember that the first crucial step in mastering a word is to be 
able to say it with ease and assurance. 


1. ambidextrous am-bo-DEKS"-tros 

2. ambidexterity am'-bo-deks-TAIR'-o-tee 

3. dexterous DEKS’-tras 

4. dexterity deks-TAIR’-9-tee 

5. sinister SIN'-o-stor 

ume GOSH (Say the English word go, 
then quickly add -sh.) 

7. gaucherie GO’-sha-ree 


8. adroit o-DROYT' 


9. adroitness o-DROYT'-noss 


10. anthropology an-tbra-POL’-a-jee 

11. anthropologist an-thro-POL'-o-jist 

12. anthropological an’-thra-pa-LOJ’-a-kal 

13. philanthropist fa-LAN’-thra-pist 

14. philanthropy fa-LAN’-thra-pee 

15. philanthropic fil-an-THROP’-ik 

16. gynecologist gin (or jin or jin)-d-KOL’-9-jist 
17. gynecology gin (or jin or jin)-o-KOL'-o-jee 
18. gynecological gin (or jin or jin)-o-ko-LOJ"-2-kol 
19. monogamist mo-NOG-'-o-mist 

20. monogamy mo-NOG^"-o-mee 

21. monogamous mo-NOG^"-o-mos 


Can you pronounce the words? (Il) 


1. bigamist BIG"-o-mist 
2. bigamy BIG'-o-mee 
3. bigamous BIG’-3-mas 


4. polygamist 
5. polygamy 
6. polygamous 
7. polygynist 
8. polygyny 


po-LIG’-9-mist 
po-LIG’-a-mee 
po-LIG-’o-mas 
po-LIJ’-a-nist 


po-LIJ’-a-nee 


9. polygynous pa-LIJ'-a-nos 


10. polyandrist pol-ee-AN’-drist 
11. polyandry pol-ee-AN’-dree 
12. polyandrous pol-ee-AN"-dros 
13. misanthropist mis-AN"-thro-pist 
14. misanthropy mis-AN"-thro-pee 
15. misanthropic mis-on-THROP"-ik 
16. misogyny mo-SOJ'-o-nee 
17. misogynous mo-SOJ'-o-nos 
18. misogynistic mo-soj'-o-NIS'"-tik 
19. misogamy mo-SOG"'-o-mee 
20. misogamous mo-SOG-o-mos 
21. asceticism 9-SET-o-siz-om 


Can you work with the words? (I) 


Check on your comprehension! See how successfully you can 
match words and meanings! 


1. ambidextrous a. evil, threatening 
2. dexterous b. hating mankind 
3. sinister c. skillful 

4. gauche d. awkward 


. i e. capable of using both hands 
5. misanthropic 
with equal skill 


KEY: 1-e, 2-c, 3-a, 4-d, 5-b 


Can you work with the words? (Il) 


1. anthropology a. system of only one marriage 
2. gynecology b. hatred of women 

3. monogamy c. illegal plurality of marriages 
4. bigamy d. study of human development 
5. misogyny e. study of female ailments 


KEY: 1-d, 2-e, 3-a, 4-c, 5-b 


Can you work with the words? (III) 


a. devotion to a lonely and 
1. polygamy 
austere life 
2. misogamy b. skill, cleverness 


- c. custom in which one man has 
3. asceticism 
many wives 


4. philanthropy d. love of mankind 


5. adroitness e. hatred of marriage 


KEY: 1-c, 2-e, 3-a, 4-d, 5-b 


Can you work with the words? (IV) 


a. student of the development of 
1. polygynist 
mankind 


b. one who engages in charitable 
2. polyandrist 


works 
3. anthropologist c. male with a plurality of wives 
4. gynecologist d. women's doctor 
e. female with a plurality of 


5. philanthropist 
P P husbands 


KEY: 1-c, 2-e, 3-a, 4-d, 5-b 


Do you understand the words? 


1. Can ambidextrous people use either the left or right hand equally 
well? 
YES | NO 
2. Should a surgeon be manually dexterous? 
YES | NO 
3. Is a sinister-looking person frightening? 
YES | NO 
4. Is gaucherie a social asset? 
YES | NO 
5. Is an adroit speaker likely to be a successful lawyer? 
YES | NO 
6. Is a student of anthropology interested in primitive tribes? 
YES | NO 
7. Does a gynecologist have more male than female patients? 
YES | NO 
8. Is monogamy the custom in Western countries? 
YES | NO 
9. Is a misogamist likely to show tendencies toward polygamy? 
YES | NO 
10. Is a bigamist breaking the law? 
YES | NO 
11. Is a philanthropist generally altruistic? 
YES | NO 
12. Does a misanthropist enjoy human relationships? 
YES | NO 


13. 


14. 


15. 


16. 


17. 


Does a misogynist enjoy female companionship? 
YES | NO 

Are unmarried people necessarily misogamous? 
YES | NO 

Are bachelors necessarily misogynous? 

YES | NO 

Is asceticism compatible with luxurious living and the pursuit of 
pleasure? 

YES | NO 

Does a polyandrist have more than one husband? 
YES | NO 


KEY: 1-yes, 2-yes, 3-yes, 4-no, 5-yes, 6-yes, 7-no, 8-yes, 9-no, 
10-yes, 11-yes, 12-no, 13-no, 14-no, 15-no, 16-no, 17-yes 


Can you recall the words? 


1. philosophy of living austerely 
1.A 
2. hatred of women 
2.M 
3. hatred of marriage 
3.M 
4. hatred of mankind 
4.M 
5. skillful 
o. D 
6. awkward 
6.G 
7. evil, threatening 
7.8 
8. describing hatred of women (adj. ) 
8.M 
or M 
9. skill 
9. A 
10. pertaining to hatred of marriage. (adj.) 
10. M 
11. pertaining to hatred of mankind (adj.) 
11.M 
12. social custom of plural marriage 


13. 


14. 


15. 


16. 


17. 


18. 


19. 


20. 


12. P 
or P 
or P 


unlawful state of having more than one spouse 


13. B 

doctor specializing in female disorders 
14. G 

custom of one marriage at a time 

15. M 

one who hates the human race 

16. M 

or M 

able to use both hands with equal skill 
17. A 

study of mankind 

18. A 

one who loves mankind 

19. P 

skill in the use of both hands 

20. A 


KEY: 


l-asceticism, 2-misogyny, 3-misogamy, 4-misanthropy, 5- 
dexterous, 6-gauche, 7-sinister, 8-misogynous Or 
misogynistic, 9-adroitness, 10-misogamous, 11-misanthropic, 
12-polygamy, polyandry, or polygyny, 13-bigamy, 14- 
gynecologist, 15-monogamy, 16-misanthropist or 
misanthrope,  17-ambidextrous,  18-anthropology,  19- 
philanthropist, 20-ambidexterity 


CHAPTER REVIEW 


A. Do you recognize the words? 


OU» 0h. HL 


. Puts selfish desires first: (a) egoist, (b) egotist, (c) altruist 

. Is self-analytical: (a) extrovert, (b) introvert, (c) ambivert 

. Hates women: (a) misogamist, (b) misanthrope, (c) misogynist 
. One's other self: (a) altercation, (b) alter ego, (c) alteration 

. Awkward, clumsy: (a) adroit, (b) dexterous, (c) gauche 

. Plural marriage as a custom: (a) bigamy, (b) polygamy, (c) 


monogamy 

7. Study of human development: (a) asceticism, (b) philanthropy, 
(c) anthropology 

8. Plurality of husbands as a custom: (a) misogyny, (b) polygyny, (c) 
polyandry 


KEY: 1-a, 2-b, 3-c, 4-b, 5-c, 6-b, 7-c, 8-c 


B. Can you recognize roots? 


ROOT 
l. ego 
EXAMPLE egoist 
2. alter 
EXAMPLE alternative 
3. verto 
EXAMPLE introvert 
4. misein 
EXAMPLE misogynist 
5. anthropos 
EXAMPLE anthropologist 
6. gyne 
EXAMPLE gynecologist 
7. gamos 
EXAMPLE bigamy 
8. centrum 
EXAMPLE egocentric 


9. dexter 


MEANING 


EXAMPLE dexterous 
10. droit 

EXAMPIE adroit 

11. monos 

EXAMPLE. monogamy 
12. andros 


EXAMPLE polyandry 


KEY: 1-self, 2-other, 3-to turn, 4-to hate, 5-mankind, 6—woman, 
7-marriage, 8-center, 9-right hand, 10-right hand, 11-one, 
12-male 


TEASER QUESTIONS FOR THE AMATEUR 
ETYMOLOGIST 


Suppose you met the following words in your reading. 
Recognizing the roots on which they are constructed, could you 
figure out the meanings? Write your answers on the blank lines. 


1. anthropocentric: 
2. andromania: 

3. gynandrous: 

4. monomania: 

5. misandrist: 


(Answers in Chapter 18.) 


STICK TO YOUR TIME SCHEDULE! 


In three sessions, you have become acquainted with scores of 
new, vital, exciting words. You understand the ideas behind these 
words, their various forms and spellings, their pronunciation, their 
derivation, how they can be used, and exactly what they mean. I do 
not wish to press a point unduly, but it is possible that you have 
learned more new words in the short time it took you to cover this 
chapter than the average adult learns in an entire year. This 
realization should make you feel both gratified and excited. 


Funny thing about time. Aside from the fact that we all, rich or 
poor, sick or well, have the same amount of time, exactly twenty- 
four hours every day (that is looking at time from a static point of 
view), it is also true that we can always find time for the things we 
enjoy doing, almost never for the things we find unpleasant (and 
that is looking at time from the dynamic point of view). I am not 
merely being philosophical—I am sure you will agree with this 
concept if you give it a little thought. 

If you have enjoyed learning new words, accepting new 
challenges, gaining new understanding, and discovering the thrill of 
successful accomplishment, then make sure to stay with the time 
schedule you have set up for yourself. 

A crucial factor in successful, ongoing learning is routine. 

Develop a comfortable time routine, persevere against all 
distractions, and you will learn anything you sincerely want to 
learn. 

So, to give yourself an edge, write here the day and hour you plan 
to return to your work: 


DAY: 
DATE: 
TIME: 


(End of Session 3) 


1 See Introduction, Section 2, Master the pronunciation system. 


— —— Brief Intermission One 


TEST YOUR GRAMMAR 


How good is your English? Have you ever said me and then 
wondered if it shouldn't have been J—or vice versa? Do you 
sometimes get a little confused about lay and lie or who and whom? 
Perhaps you are often a little less than certain about the distinction 
between effect and affect, principal and principle, childish and 
childlike? 

Here is a series of quick tests that will show you how skillful you 
are in using the right word in the right place, that will give you a 
reliable indication of how your language ability compares with the 
average. 


TEST I—EASY 


If your English is every bit as good as average, you will have no 
difficulty making a proper choice in at least eight of the following 
ten sentences. 


1 


10. 


. There is a beautiful moon out tonight and Estelle and I are going 


for a stroll —would you like to come along with (she and I, her 
and me?) 


. Your husband doesn't believe that you are older than (I, me). 
. Maybe we're not as rich as (they, them), but I bet we're a lot 


happier. 


. Does your child still (lay, lie) down for a nap after lunch? 
. When we saw Mary openly flirting with Nellie's husband, we 


(could, couldn't) hardly believe our eyes. 


. You should (of, have) put more vermouth into the martini. 
. Does your company (leave, let) you have as long a lunch break 


as you would like? 


. Harriet feels that her (brothers-in-law, brother-in-laws) are 


impossible to get along with. 


. ^What (kind of, kind of a) car are you looking for?" asked the 


salesman. 
Mrs. White was delighted that the Fennells had invited John and 
(she, her) to their party. 


Is your English up to par? HERE ARE THE CORRECT ANSWERS 


l-her and me, 2-1, 3-they, 4-lie, 5-could, 6-have, 7-let, 8- 
brothers-in-law, 9-kind of, 10-her 


TEST II—HARDER 


Choose correctly in at least seven of the following problems to 
consider that your skill is distinctly above average—get all ten right 
to conclude that you rarely, if ever, make an error in grammar. 


1. 


2. 


8. 
9. 


10. 


What (effect, affect) has the new administration’s policies had 
on investor confidence? 

A feeling of one’s worth is one of the (principle, principal) goals 
of psychological therapy. 


3. There’s no sense (in, of) carrying on that way. 
4. I can't remember (who, whom) it was. 

5. 
6 
7 


The infant (lay, laid) quietly sucking its thumb. 


. No one but (she, her) ever made a perfect score on the test. 
. In the early days of frontier history, horse thieves were (hanged, 


hung). 

Neither of your responses (are, is) satisfactory. 

Either of these two small cars, if properly maintained, (is, are) 
sure to give over thirty miles per gallon in highway driving. 
Tell (whoever, whomever) is waiting to come in. 


Is your English above average? HERE ARE THE CORRECT ANSWERS 


l-effect, 2-principal, 3-in, 4—who, 5-lay, 6-her, 7-hanged, 8- 
is, 9-is, 10-whoever 


TEST III—HARDEST 


Now you can discover how close you are to being an expert in 
English. The next ten sentences are no cinch—you will be acquitting 
yourself creditably if you check the correct word five times out of 
ten. And you have every right to consider yourself an expert if you 
get nine or ten right. 


l. 


2. 


9. 


We have just interviewed an applicant (who, whom) the 
committee believes is best qualified for the position. 

She is one of those gifted writers who (turns, turn) out one best 
seller after another. 

Don't sound so (incredulous, incredible); what I am saying is 
absolutely true. 


. We were totally (disinterested, uninterested) in the offer. 
. This recipe calls for two (cupsful, cupfuls) of sugar. 
. Are you trying to (infer, imply) by those words that he is not to 


be trusted? 


. We thought the actress to be (she, her), but we weren't sure. 
. Was it (she, her) you were talking about? 

. Your criteria (is, are) not valid. 

10. 


“Tt is I who (is, am) the only friend you've got,” she told him 
pointedly. 


Are you an expert? HERE ARE THE CORRECT ANSWERS 


1-who, 2-turn, 3-incredulous, 4-uninterested, 5-cupfuls, 6- 
imply, 7-her, 8-she, 9-are, 10-am 


HOW TO TALK ABOUT DOCTORS 


(Sessions 4—6) 


TEASER PREVIEW 


What is the title of the doctor who specializes in: 
internal medicine? 

female ailments? 

pregnancy and childbirth? 

the treatment and care of infants and young children? 
skin disorders? 

diseases of the eye? 

heart problems? 

the brain and nervous system? 

mental and emotional disturbances? 


SESSION 4 


In this chapter we discuss ten medical specialists—what they do, 
how they do it, what they are called. 


IDEAS 


1. what's wrong with you? 


To find out what ails you and why, this specialist gives you a 
thorough physical examination, using an impressive array of tests: X 
ray, blood chemistry, urinalysis, cardiogram, and so on. 


An internist 


2. female troubles? 


This specialist treats the female reproductive and sexual organs. 


A gynecologist 


3. having a baby? 


This specialist delivers babies and takes care of the mother during 
and immediately after the period of her pregnancy. 


An obstetrician 


4. is your baby ill? 


You know the common childhood maladies—mumps, whooping 
cough, chicken pox, measles. This specialist limits his practice to 
youngsters, taking care of babies directly after birth, supervising 
their diet and watching over their growth and development, giving 
them the series of inoculations that has done so much to decrease 
infant mortality, and soothing their anxious parents. 


A pediatrician 


5. skin clear? 


You have heard the classic riddle: “What is the best use for 
pigskin?” Answer: “To keep the pig together." Human skin has a 
similar purpose: it is, if we get down to fundamentals, what keeps us 
all in one piece. And our outer covering, like so many of our 
internal organs, is subject to diseases and infections of various 
kinds, running the gamut from simple acne and eczemas through 
impetigo, psoriasis, and cancer. There is a specialist who treats all 
such skin diseases. 


A dermatologist 


6. eyes okay? 


The physician whose specialty is disorders of vision (myopia, 
astigmatism, cataracts, glaucoma, etc.) may prescribe glasses, 
administer drugs, or perform surgery. 


An ophthalmologist 


7. how are your bones? 


This specialist deals with the skeletal structure of the body, 
treating bone fractures, slipped discs, clubfoot, curvature of the 
spine, dislocations of the hip, etc., and may correct a condition 
either by surgery or by the use of braces or other appliances. 


An orthopedist 


8. does your heart go pitter-patter? 


This specialist treats diseases of the heart and circulatory system. 


A cardiologist 


9. is your brain working? 


This physician specializes in the treatment of disorders of the 
brain, spinal cord, and the rest of the nervous system. 


A neurologist 


10. are you neurotic? 


This specialist attempts to alleviate mental and emotional 
disturbances by means of various techniques, occasionally drugs or 
electroshock, more often private or group psychotherapy. 


A psychiatrist 


USING THE WORDS 


Can you pronounce the words? 


Words take on a new color if you hear them in your own voice; 
they begin to belong to you more personally, more intimately, than 
if you merely hear or read them. As always, therefore, say the words 
aloud to take the first, crucial step toward complete mastery. 


1. internist in-TURN’-ist 


ON ODO oo A O N 


Can you work with the words? 


Match each doctor to the field. 


. gynecologist 
. obstetrician 
. pediatrician 
. dermatologist 
. ophthalmologist 
. orthopedist 
. cardiologist 
9. 
10. 


neurologist 


psychiatrist 


FIELDS 


. mental or emotional 


disturbances 

nervous system 

skin 

diagnosis; internal organs 
infants 

female reproductive organs 
eyes 

heart 


pregnancy, childbirth 


gin (or jin or jīin)-ə-KOL’-ə-jist 
ob-sto- TRISH'-on 
pee’-dee-3-TRISH’-an 
dur-ma-TOL’-2-jist 
off-thal-MOL'-o-jist 
awr-tho-PEE'-dist 
kahr-dee-OL'-o-jist 
noor-OL'-o-jist 


si (or so)-KT'-o-trist 


DOCTORS 


a. internist 


b. gynecologist 

c. obstetrician 

d. pediatrician 

e. dermatologist 

f. ophthalmologist 
g. orthopedist 

h. cardiologist 


i. neurologist 


10. skeletal system j. psychiatrist 


KEY: 1-j, 2-i, 3-e, 4-a, 5-d, 6-b, 7-f, 8-h, 9-c, 10-g 


Do you understand the words? 


l. 


10. 


Is an internist an expert in diagnosis? 
YES | NO 


. Is a gynecologist familiar with the female reproductive organs? 


YES NO 


. Does an obstetrician specialize in diseases of childhood? 


YES NO 


. Does a pediatrician deliver babies? 


YES NO 


. If you had a skin disease, would you visit a dermatologist? 


YES NO 


. If you had trouble with your vision would you visit an 


orthopedist? 
YES | NO 


. Is an ophthalmologist an eye specialist? 


YES NO 


. Does a cardiologist treat bone fractures? 


YES NO 


. Is a neurologist a nerve specialist? 


YES | NO 

If you were nervous, tense, overly anxious, constantly fearful for 
no apparent reasons, would a psychiatrist be the specialist to see? 
YES | NO 


KEY: 1-yes, 2-yes, 3-no, 4-no, 5-yes, 6-no, 7-yes, 8-no, 9-yes, 


10-yes 


Can you recall the words? 


Write the name of the specialist you might visit or be referred to: 


l. 


10. 


for a suspected brain disorder 
l1. N 


. for a thorough internal checkup 


2.4 


. if you have a skin disease 


3. D 


. if you have a heart problem 


4. C 


. if you are tense, fearful, insecure 


5. P 


. if you are pregnant 


6.0 


. for some disorder of the female reproductive organs 


7. G 


. for a checkup for your two-month-old child 


8.P 


. for faulty vision 


9.0 
for curvature of the spine 
10. O 


KEY: 1-neurologist, 2-internist, 3-dermatologist, 4—-cardiologist, 5- 
psychiatrist, 6-obstetrician, 7-gynecologist, 8-pediatrician, 9- 
ophthalmologist, 10-orthopedist 


(End of session 4) 


SESSION 5 


ORIGINS AND RELATED WORDS 


1. inside you 


Internist and internal derive from the same Latin root, internus, 
inside. The internist is a specialist in internal medicine, in the 
exploration of your insides. This physician determines the state of 
your internal organs in order to discover what's happening within 
your body to cause the troubles you're complaining of. 

Do not confuse the internist with the intern (also spelled interne), 
who is a medical graduate serving an apprenticeship inside a 
hospital. 


2. doctors for women 


The word gynecologist is built on Greek gyne, woman, plus logos, 
science; etymologically, gynecology is the science (in actual use, the 
medical science) of women. Adjective: gynecological (gin [or jin or 
jīn]-ə-kə-LOJ’-ə-kəl). 

Obstetrician derives from Latin obstetrix, midwife, which in turn 
has its source in a Latin verb meaning to stand—midwives stand in 
front of the woman in labor to aid in the delivery of the infant. 

The suffix -ician, as in obstetrician, physician, musician, magician, 
electrician, etc., means expert. 

Obstetrics (ob-STET'-riks) has only within the last 150 years 
become a respectable specialty. No further back than 1834, 
Professor William P. Dewees assumed the first chair of obstetrics at 
the University of Pennsylvania and had to brave considerable 


medical contempt and ridicule as a result—the delivery of children 
was then considered beneath the dignity of the medical profession. 
Adjective: obstetric (ob-STET’-rik) or obstetrical (ob-STET"'-ro-kol). 


3. children 


Pediatrician is a combination of Greek paidos, child; iatreia, 
medical healing; and -ician, expert. 

Pediatrics (pee-dee-AT’-riks), then, is by etymology the medical 
healing of a child. Adjective: pediatric (pee-dee-AT’-rik). 

(The ped- you see in words like pedestal, pedal, and pedestrian is 
from the Latin pedis, foot, and despite the identical spelling in 
English has no relationship to Greek paidos.) 

Pedagogy (PED-o-go'-jee), which combines paidos with agogos, 
leading, is, etymologically, the leading of children. And to what do 
you lead them? To learning, to development, to growth, to maturity. 
From the moment of birth, infants are led by adults—they are 
taught, first by parents and then by teachers, to be self-sufficient, to 
fit into the culture in which they are born. Hence, pedagogy, which 
by derivation means the leading of a child, refers actually to the 
principles and methods of teaching. College students majoring in 
education take certain standard pedagogy courses—the history of 
education; educational psychology; the psychology of adolescents; 
principles of teaching; etc. Adjective: pedagogical (ped-3-GOJ’-3-kal). 

A pedagogue (PED’-3-gog) is versed in pedagogy. But pedagogue has 
an unhappy history. From its original, neutral meaning of teacher, it 
has deteriorated to the point where it refers, today, to a narrow- 
minded, strait-laced, old-fashioned, dogmatic teacher. It is a word of 
contempt and should be used with caution. 

Like pedagogue, demagogue (DEM’-3-gog) has also deteriorated in 
meaning. By derivation a leader (agogos) of the people (demos), a 
demagogue today is actually one who attempts, in essence, to mislead 
the people, a politician who foments discontent among the masses, 
rousing them to fever pitch by wild oratory, in an attempt to be 
voted into office. 


Once elected, demagogues use political power to further their own 
personal ambitions or fortunes. 

Many "leaders" of the past and present, in countries around the 
world, have been accused of demagoguery (dem-o-GOG"-o-ree). 
Adjective: demagogic (dem-3-GOJ’-ik). 


4. skin-deep 


The dermatologist, whose specialty is dermatology (dur-mo-TOL'-a- 
jee), is so named from Greek derma, skin. Adjective: dermatological 
(dur’-mo-to-LOJ’-a-kal). 

See the syllables derma in any English word and you will know 
there is some reference to skin—for example, a hypodermic (hi-po- 
DUR'-mik) needle penetrates under (Greek, hypos) the skin; the 
epidermis (ep-o-DUR'-mis) is the outermost layer of skin; a taxidermist 
(TAKS'"-o-dur-mist), whose business is taxidermy (TAKS'-o-dur-mee), 
prepares, stuffs, and mounts the skins of animals; a pachyderm (PAK’- 
o-durm) is an animal with an unusually thick skin, like an elephant, 
hippopotamus, or rhinoceros; and dermatitis (dur-mo-TT-tis) is the 
general name for any skin inflammation, irritation, or infection. 


5. the eyes have it 


Ophthalmologist—note the ph preceding th—is from Greek 
ophthalmos, eye, plus logos, science or study. The specialty is 
ophthalmology (off-thal-MOL'-a-jee), the adjective ophthalmological 
(off'-thal-mo-LOJ'-o-kol). 

An earlier title for this physician, still occasionally used, is oculist 
(OK’-yo-list), from Latin oculus, eye, a root on which the following 
English words are also built: 


1. ocular (OK'-yo-lor)—an adjective that refers to the eye 
2. monocle (MON’-3-kal)—a lens for one (monos) eye, sported by 
characters in old movies as a symbol of the British so-called upper 


class 

3. binoculars (ba-NOK'-ys-lorz)—field glasses that increase the 
range of two (bi-) eyes 

4. And, strangely enough, inoculate (in-OK'-yo-layt), a word 
commonly misspelled with two n's. When you are inoculated against 
a disease, an "eye," puncture, or hole is made in your skin, through 
which serum is injected. 


Do not confuse the ophthalmologist or oculist, a medical specialist, 
with two other practitioners who deal with the eye—the optornetrist 
(op-TOM"-e-trist) and optician (op-TISH'-oan). 

Optometrists are not physicians, and do not perform surgery or 
administer drugs; they measure vision, test for glaucoma, and 
prescribe and fit glasses. 

Opticians fill an optometrist's or ophthalmologist's prescription, 
grinding lenses according to specifications; they do not examine 
patients. 

Optometrist combines Greek opsis, optikos, sight or vision, with 
metron, measurement—the optometrist, by etymology, is one who 
measures vision. The specialty is optometry (op-TOM"-o-tree). 

Optician is built on opsis, optikos, plus -ician, expert. The specialty 
is optics (OP’-tiks). 

Adjectives: optometric (op-to-MET'-rik) or optometrical (op-to- 
MET’-ra-kal), optical (OP'"-to-kol). 


REVIEW OF ETYMOLOGY 


PREFIX, ROOT, SUFFIX MEANING 
1. internus inside 

EXAMPLE 
2. gyne woman 


EXAMPLE 


3. obstetrix 
EXAMPLE 

4. paidos 
EXAMPLE 

5. pedis 
EXAMPLE 

6. agogos 
EXAMPLE 

7. demos 
EXAMPLE 

8. derma 
EXAMPLE 

9. hypos 


EXAMPLE 


10. ophthalmos 


EXAMPLE 
11. oculus 
EXAMPLE 
12. monos 
EXAMPLE 
13. bi- 
EXAMPLE 


14. -ician 


midwife 


child 


foot 


leading, leader 


people 


skin 


under 


eye 


eye 


one 


two 


expert 


EXAMPLE 
15. opsis, optikos 
EXAMPLE 

16. metron 


EXAMPLE 


USING THE WORDS 


vision, sight 


measurement 


Can you pronounce the words? (I) 


1. intern (e) 


2. gynecology 


3. gynecological 


4. obstetrics 

5. obstetric 

6. obstetrical 

7. pediatrics 

8. pediatric 

9. pedagogy 
10. pedagogical 
11. pedagogue 
12. demagogue 


IN’-turn 

gin-o-KOL'-o-jee, jin-o-KOL'-o-jee, 
or jin-o-KOL'-o-jee 
gin-o-ko-LOJ'"-2-kol, jin-a-ka-LOJ’- 
ə-kəl or jin-a-ko-LOJ-o-kol 
ob-STET’-riks 

ob-STET’-rik 

ob-STET’-re-kal 

pee-dee-AT’-riks 

pee-dee-AT’-rik 

PED'-2-g0-jee 

ped-a-GOJ’-a-kal 

PED'-2-gog 

DEM"'-o-gog 


13. 
14. 


demagoguery 
demagogic 


dem-o-GOG^-2-ree 


dem-a-GOJ’-ik 


Can you pronounce the words? (Il) 


= e e e e Lm e ma zx Ln 
O 0 N Q GU BR Ù Nme O 


o6 ON O gU AB WD 


. dermatology 
. dermatological 
. hypodermic 


. epidermis 


taxidermist 


taxidermy 


. pachyderm 

. dermatitis 

. ophthalmology 
. ophthalmological 
. oculist 

. ocular 

. monocle 

. binoculars 

. inoculate 

. optometrist 

. optometry 

. optometric 


. optometrical 


dur-mo-TOL'-2-jee 
dur'-mo-to-LOJ'-2-kal 
hi-po-DURM-"-ik 
ep-3-DUR’-mis 
TAKS’-3-dur-mist 
TAKS’-3-dur-mee 
PAK’-3-durm 
dur-mo-TT-tis 
off-thal-MOL'-o-jee 
off’-thal-moa-LOJ’-a-kal 
OK’-ya-list 

OK"-yo-lor 
MON"-o-kol 
ba-NOK’-ya-larz 
in-OK’-yo-layt’ 
op-TOM’-9-trist 
op-TOM"-o-tree 
op-to-MET"'-rik 
op-to-MET"-ro-kal 


20. optician 
21. optics 
22. optical 


op-TISH"-on 
OP’-tiks 
OP-ta-kal 


Can you work with the words? (I) 


1. gynecology 


2. obstetrics 


3. pediatrics 


4. pedagogy 
5. demagoguery 


6. dermatology 


7. taxidermy 


a. principles of teaching 
b. stuffing of skins of animals 


c. specialty dealing with the 


delivery of newborn infants 


d. stirring up discontent among 


the masses 

e. treatment of skin diseases 

f. specialty dealing with women’s 
diseases 

g. specialty dealing with the 


treatment of children 


KEY: 1-f, 2-c, 3-g, 4-a, 5-d, 6-e, 7-b 


Can you work with the words? (Il) 


1. hypodermic a. elephant 

2. epidermis b. eye doctor 

3. pachyderm c. under the skin 

4. dermatitis d. one who measures vision 
5. ophthalmologist e. lens grinder 

6. optometrist f. outer layer of skin 

7. optician g. inflammation of the skin 


KEY: 1-c, 2-f, 3-a, 4-g, 5-b, 6-d, 7-e 


Do you understand the words? 


1. Does a treatise on obstetrics deal with childbirth? 


YES | NO 
2. Does gynecology deal with the female reproductive organs? 
YES | NO 
3. Is pediatrics concerned with the diseases of old age? 
YES | NO 
4. Does pedagogy refer to teaching? 
YES | NO 
5. Is a pedagogue an expert teacher? 
YES | NO 
6. Is a demagogue interested in the welfare of the people? 
YES | NO 
7. Is a lion a pachyderm? 
YES | NO 
8. Is the epidermis one of the layers of the skin? 
YES | NO 
9. Is dermatitis an inflammation of one of the limbs? 
YES | NO 
10. Is a taxidermist a medical practitioner? 
YES | NO 
11. Is an ophthalmologist a medical doctor? 
YES | NO 
12. Is an optometrist a medical doctor? 
YES | NO 


13. Does an optician prescribe glasses? 


YES 


NO 


KEY: l-yes, 2-yes, 3-no, 4-yes, 5-no, 6-no, 7-no, 8-yes, 9-no, 10- 
no, 11-yes, 12-no, 13-no 


Can you recall the words? 


1. specialty of child delivery 
1.0 
2. outer layer of skin 
Page E 
3. principles of teaching 
3. P 
4. thick-skinned animal 
4.P 
5. skin inflammation 
o. D 
6. one who foments political discontent 
6.D 
7. one who sells optical equipment 
7.0 
8. medical graduate serving his apprenticeship 
8.I 
9. treatment of childhood diseases 
9. P 
10. practice of stirring up political dissatisfaction for purely personal 
gain 
10. D 
11. one who stuffs the skins of animals 
DL 
12. another title for ophthalmologist 
12. O 


13. 


14. 


15. 


16. 


17. 


treatment of female ailments 

13. G 

medical specialty relating to diseases of the eye 
14. O 

one-lens eyeglass 

15. M 

pertaining to the eye 

16. O 

one who measures vision 

17. O 


KEY: 


l-obstetrics, 2-epidermis, 3-pedagogy, 4-pachyderm, 5- 
dermatitis, 6-demagogue, 7-optician, 8-intern or interne, 9- 
pediatrics, 10-demagoguery, 11-taxidermist, 12-oculist, 13- 
gynecology, 14-ophthalmology, 15-monocle, 16-ocular, 17- 
optometrist 


(End of Session 5) 


SESSION 6 


ORIGINS AND RELATED WORDS 


1. the straighteners 


The orthopedist is so called from the Greek roots orthos, straight or 
correct, and paidos, child. The orthopedist, by etymology, straightens 
children. The term was coined in 1741 by the author of a textbook 
on the prevention of childhood diseases—at that time the correction 
of spinal curvature in children was a main concern of practitioners 
of orthopedics (awr-tho-PEE"-diks). 

Today the specialty treats deformities, injuries, and diseases of the 
bones and joints (of adults as well as children, of course), often by 
surgical procedures. 

Adjective: orthopedic (awr-tho-PEE'-dik). 

Orthodontia (awr-tho-DON"-sho), the straightening of teeth, is built 
on orthos plus odontos, tooth. The orthodontist (awr-the-DON’-tist) 
specializes in improving your “bite,” retracting “buck teeth,” and by 
means of braces and other techniques seeing to it that every molar, 
incisor, bicuspid, etc. is exactly where it belongs in your mouth. 

Adjective: orthodontic (awr-the-DON’-tik). 


2. the heart 


Cardiologist combines Greek kardia, heart, and logos, science. 

The specialty is cardiology (kahr-dee-OL'-o-jee), the adjective 
cardiological (kahr’-dee-3-LOJ’-a-kal). 

So a cardiac (KAHR’-dee-ak) condition refers to some 
malfunctioning of the heart; a cardiogram (KAHR’-dee-a-gram’) is an 


electrically produced record of the heartbeat. The instrument that 
produces this record is called a cardiograph (KAHR'"-dee-o-graf"). 


3. the nervous system 


Neurologist derives from Greek neuron, nerve, plus logos, science. 

Specialty: neurology (noor-OL'-o-jee); adjective: neurological (nóor-a- 
LOJ'-o-kol). 

Neuralgia (noor-AL’-ja) is acute pain along the nerves and their 
branches; the word comes from neuron plus algos, pain. 

Neuritis (noor-I-tis), is inflammation of the nerves. 

Neurosis (noor-O’-sis), combining neuron with -osis, a suffix 
meaning abnormal or diseased condition, is not, despite its etymology, 
a disorder of the nerves, but rather, as described by the late Eric 
Berne, a psychiatrist, ^... an illness characterized by excessive use 
of energy for unproductive purposes so that personality 
development is hindered or stopped. A man who spends most of his 
time worrying about his health, counting his money, plotting 
revenge, or washing his hands, can hope for little emotional 
growth." 

Neurotic (noor-OT"-ik) is both the adjective form and the term for a 
person suffering from neurosis. 


4. the mind 


A neurosis is not a form of mental unbalance. A full-blown mental 
disorder is called a psychosis (si-KO’-sis), a word built on Greek 
psyche, spirit, soul, or mind, plus -osis. 

A true psychotic (si-KOT"-ik) has lost contact with reality—at least 
with reality as most of us perceive it, though no doubt psychotic 
(note that this word, like neurotic, is both a noun and an adjective) 
people have their own form of reality. 

Built on psyche plus iatreia, medical healing, a psychiatrist by 
etymology is a mind-healer. The specialty is psychiatry (si- or so-KI- 


ə-tree); the adjective is psychiatric (si-kee-AT’-rik). 

Pediatrics, as you know, is also built on iatreia, as is podiatry (po- 
DI’-a-tree), discussed in the next chapter, and geriatrics (jair’-ee-AT’- 
riks), the specialty dealing with the particular medical needs of the 
elderly. (This word combines iatreia with Greek geras, old age.) 

The specialist is a geriatrician (jair’-ee-d-TRISH’-an), the adjective 
is geriatric (jair’-ee-AT’-rik). 


REVIEW OF ETYMOLOGY 


ROOT, SUFFIX MEANING 
1. orthos straight, correct 
EXAMPLE 
2. paidos (ped-) child 
EXAMPLE 
3. odontos tooth 
EXAMPLE 
4. kardia heart 
EXAMPLE 
5. logos science; study 
EXAMPLE 
6. neuron nerve 
EXAMPLE 
7. algos pain 
EXAMPLE 


8. -osis abnormal or diseased condition 


EXAMPLE 
9. -itis 
EXAMPLE 
10. psyche 
EXAMPLE 
11. iatreia 
EXAMPLE 
12. geras 


EXAMPLE 


USING THE WORDS 


inflammation 


spirit, soul, mind 


medical healing 


old age 


Can you pronounce the words (I) 


. orthopedics 

. orthopedic 

. orthodontia 
. orthodontist 
. orthodontic 

. cardiology 

. cardiological 


. cardiac 


O ON WD OF FB ÙU N (Là 


. cardiogram 


= 
© 


. cardiograph 


awr-tho-PEE'-diks 
awr-tho-PEE'-dik 
awr-tho-DON"-sho 
awr-tho-DON"-tist 
awr-tho-DON"-tik 
kahr-dee-OL’-2-jee 
kahr’-dee-3-LOJ’-a-kal 
KAHR’-dee-ak 
KAHR’-dee-o-gram’ 
KAHR"-dee-2-graf' 


Can you pronounce the words? (Il) 


neurology 
neurological 
neuralgia 


neuritis 


1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. neurosis 
6. neurotic 

7. psychosis 
8. psychotic 
9. psychiatry 
10. psychiatric 
11. geriatrics 
12. geriatrician 


13. geriatric 


nóor-OL'-o-jee 
nóor-o-LOJ"-o-kol 
noor-AL’-ja 
noor-I’-tis 
nóor-O'-sis 
nóor-OT"-ik 
si-KO"-sis 
si-KOT’-ik 

sī- or so-KT-o-tree 
si-kee-AT’-rik 
jair’-ee-AT’-riks 
jair'-ee-o- TRISH"-on 


jair’-ee-AT’-rik 


Can you work with the words? (I) 


1. orthopedics 
2. orthodontia 


3. neuralgia 


4. neuritis 


5. geriatrics 


a. nerve pain 


b. specialty dealing with medical 


problems of the elderly 
c. straightening of teeth 
d. inflammation of the nerves 


e. treatment of skeletal 


deformities 


KEY: 1-e, 2-c, 3-a, 4-d, 5-b 


Can you work with the words? (Il) 


1. cardiogram a. record of heart beats 
2. cardiograph b. mental unbalance 
3. neurosis c. emotional disturbance 


d. treatment of personality 
4. psychosis i 
disorders 


, e. instrument for recording 
DO heartbeats 


KEY: 1-a, 2-e, 3-c, 4-b, 5-d 


Do you understand the words? 


1 


10. 


11. 


12. 


. A gynecologist's patients are mostly men. 


TRUE FALSE 


. Ophthalmology is the study of eye diseases. 


TRUE FALSE 


. Orthopedics is the specialty dealing with the bones and joints. 


TRUE FALSE 


. A cardiac patient has a heart ailment. 


TRUE FALSE 


. A person with a bad “bite” may profit from orthodontia. 


TRUE FALSE 


. Neuralgia is a disease of the bones. 


TRUE FALSE 


. A neurosis is the same as a psychosis. 


TRUE FALSE 


. Neuritis is inflammation of the nerves. 


TRUE FALSE 


. Psychiatry is a medical specialty that deals with mental, 


emotional, and personality disturbances. 

TRUE FALSE 

A cardiograph is a device for recording heartbeats. 

TRUE FALSE 

Psychiatric treatment is designed to relieve tensions, fears, and 
insecurities. 

TRUE FALSE 

A doctor who specializes in pediatrics has very old patients. 


TRUE FALSE 
13. A geriatrician has very young patients. 
TRUE FALSE 


KEY: 1-F, 2-T, 3-T, 4-T, 5-T, 6-F, 7-F, 8-T, 9-T, 10-T, 11-T, 12- 
F, 13-F 


Can you recall the words? 


1. specialist who straightens teeth 
1.0 
2. nerve pain 
2.N 
3. medical specialty dealing with bones and joints 
3. 0 
4. medical specialty dealing with emotional disturbances and 
mental illness 
4.P 
5. inflammation of the nerves 
o. N 
6. emotional or personality disorder 
6. N 
7. mentally unbalanced 
7. P 
8. pertaining to the heart 
8. C 
9. specialty dealing with medical problems of the elderly 
9. G 
10. instrument that records heart action 
10. C 
11. record produced by such an instrument 
11. C 


KEY: 1-orthodontist, 2-neuralgia, 3-orthopedics, 4—psychiatry, 5- 


neuritis, 6-neurosis, 7-psychotic, 8-cardiac, 9-geriatrics, 10- 
cardiograph, 11-cardiogram 


CHAPTER REVIEW 


A. Do you recognize the words? 


1 


Specialist in female ailments: 
(a) obstetrician, (b) gynecologist, (c) dermatologist 


. Specialist in children's diseases: 


(a) orthopedist, (b) pediatrician, (c) internist 


. Specialist in eye diseases: 


(a) cardiologist, (b) opthalmologist, (c) optician 


. Specialist in emotional disorders: 


(a) neurologist, (b) demagogue, (c) psychiatrist 


. Pertaining to medical treatment of the elderly: 


(a) neurological, (b) obstetric, (c) geriatric 


. Straightening of teeth: 


(a) orthodontia, (b) orthopedic, (c) optometry 


. Personality disorder: 


(a) neuritis, (b), neuralgia, (c) neurosis 


. Mentally unbalanced: 


(a) neurotic, (b) psychotic, (c) cardiac 


. Principles of teaching: 


(a) demagoguery, (b) pedagogy, (c) psychosis 


KEY: 1-b, 2-b, 3-b, 4-c, 5-c, 6-a, 7-c, 8-b, 9-b 


B. Can you recognize roots? 


ROOT 
1. internus 
EXAMPLE internist 
2. paidos (ped-) 
EXAMPLE pediatrician 
3. pedis 
EXAMPLE pedestrian 
4. agogos 
EXAMPLE pedagogue 
5. demos 
EXAMPLE demagogue 
6. derma 
EXAMPLE dermatologist 
7. hypos 
EXAMPLE hypodermic 
8. ophthalmos 
EXAMPLE ophthalmologist 


9. oculus 


MEANING 


EXAMPLE monocle 
10. opsis, optikos 
EXAMPLE Optician 
11. metron 

EXAMPLE Optometrist 
12. orthos 

EXAMPLE Orthopedist 
13. odontos 

EXAMPLE orthodontist 
14. kardia 

EXAMPLE cardiologist 
15. logos 

EXAMPLE anthropologist 
16. neuron 

EXAMPLE neurologist 
17. algos 

EXAMPLE neuralgia 
18. psyche 

EXAMPLE psychiatrist 
19. iatreia 

EXAMPLE psychiatry 
20. geras 


EXAMPLE geriatrics 


KEY: 1-inside, 2-child, 3-foot, 4-leading, 5-people, 6-skin, 7- 
under, 8-eye, 9-eye, 10-view, vision, sight, 11-measurement, 
12-straight, correct, 13-tooth, 14-heart, 15-science, study, 
16-nerve, 17-pain, 18-mind, 19—medical healing, 20-old age 


TEASER QUESTIONS FOR THE AMATEUR 
ETYMOLOGIST 


1. Thinking of the roots odontos and paidos (spelled ped- in 
English), figure out the meaning of pedodontia: 


2. Recall the roots kardia and algos. What is the meaning of 
cardialgia? 

3. Of odontalgia? 

4. Nostos is the Greek word for a return (home). Can you combine 
this root with algos, pain, to construct the English word meaning 
homesickness? 


(Answers in Chapter 18) 


TWO KEYS TO SUCCESS: SELF-DISCIPLINE AND 
PERSISTENCE 


You can achieve a superior vocabulary in a phenomenally short time 
—given self-discipline and persistence. 

The greatest aid in building self-discipline is, as I have said, a 
matter of devising a practical and comfortable schedule for yourself 
and then keeping to that schedule. 

Make sure to complete at least one session each time you pick up 
the book, and always decide exactly when you will continue with 


your work before you put the book down. 

There may be periods of difficulty—then is the time to exert the 
greatest self-discipline, the most determined persistence. 

For every page that you study will help you attain a mastery over 
words; every day that you work will add to your skill in understanding 
and using words. 


(End of Session 6) 


— —— Brief Intermission Two 


RANDOM NOTES ON MODERN USAGE 


English grammar is confusing enough as it is—what makes it doubly 
confounding is that it is slowly but continually changing. 

This means that some of the strict rules you memorized so 
painfully in your high school or college English courses may no 
longer be completely valid. 

Following such outmoded principles, you may think you are 
speaking "perfect" English, and instead you may sound stuffy and 
pedantic. 

The problem boils down to this: If grammatical usage is gradually 
becoming more liberal, where does educated, unaffected, informal 
speech end? And where does illiterate, ungrammatical speech 
begin? 

The following notes on current trends in modern usage are 
intended to help you come to a decision about certain controversial 
expressions. As you read each sentence, pay particular attention to 
the italicized word or words. Does the usage square with your own 
language patterns? Would you be willing to phrase your thought in 
just terms? Decide whether the sentence is right or wrong, then 
compare your conclusion with the opinion given in the explanatory 
paragraphs that follow the test. 


TEST YOURSELF 


14. 


15. 


. If you drink too many vodka martinis, you will surely get sick. 


RIGHT WRONG 


. Have you got a dollar? 


RIGHT WRONG 


. No one loves you except I. 


RIGHT WRONG 


. Please lay down. 


RIGHT WRONG 


. Who do you love? 


RIGHT WRONG 


. Neither of these cars are worth the money. 


RIGHT WRONG 


. The judge sentenced the murderer to be hung. 


RIGHT WRONG 


. Mother, can I go out to play? 


RIGHT WRONG 


. Take two spoonsful of this medicine every three hours. 


RIGHT WRONG 


. Your words seem to infer that Jack is a liar. 


RIGHT WRONG 


. I will be happy to go to the concert with you. 


RIGHT WRONG 


. It is me. 


RIGHT WRONG 


. Go slow. 


RIGHT | WRONG 

Peggy and Karen are alumni of the same high school. 
RIGHT |= WRONG 

I would like to ask you a question. 

RIGHT WRONG 


. If you drink too many vodka martinis, you will surely get sick. 


RIGHT. The puristic objection is that get has only one meaning— 
namely, obtain. However, as any modern dictionary will attest, get 
has scores of different meanings, one of the most respectable of 
which is become. You can get tired, get dizzy, get drunk, or get sick— 
and your choice of words will offend no one but a pedant. 

2. Have you got a dollar? 

RIGHT. If purists get a little pale at the sound of "get sick," they 
turn chalk white when they hear have got as a substitute for have. 
But the fact is that have got is an established American form of 
expression. Jacques Barzun, noted author and literary critic, says: 
“Have you got is good idiomatic English—I use it in speech without 
thinking about it and would write it if colloquialism seemed 
appropriate to the passage." 

3. No ones loves you except I. 

WRONG. In educated speech, me follows the preposition except. This 
problem is troublesome because, to the unsophisticated, the 
sentence sounds as if it can be completed to “No one loves you, 
except I do," but current educated usage adheres to the technical 
rule that a preposition requires an objective pronoun (rne). 

4. Please lay down. 

WRONG. Liberal as grammar has become, there is still no sanction 
for using lay with the meaning of recline. Lay means to place, as in 
“Lay your hand on mine." Lie is the correct choice. 

5. Who do you love? 

RIGHT. “The English language shows some disposition to get rid of 
whom altogether, and unquestionably it would be a better language 
with whom gone." So wrote Janet Rankin Aiken, of Columbia 
University, way back in 1936. Today, many decades later, the 
"disposition" has become a full-fledged force. 

The rules for who and whom are complicated, and few educated 
speakers have the time, patience, or expertise to bother with them. 
Use the democratic who in your everyday speech whenever it sounds 
right. 

6. Neither of these cars are worth the money. 


WRONG. The temptation to use are in this sentence is, I admit, 
practically irresistible. However, “neither of” means “neither one of” 
and is, therefore, is the preferable verb. 

7. The judge sentenced the murderer to be hung. 

WRONG. A distinction is made, in educated speech, between hung 
and hanged. A picture is hung, but a person is hanged—that is, if such 
action is intended to bring about an untimely demise. 

8. Mother, can I go out to play? 

RIGHT. If you insist that your child say may, and nothing but may, 
when asking for permission, you may be considered puristic. Can is 
not discourteous, incorrect, or vulgar—and the newest editions of 
the authoritative dictionaries fully sanction the use of can in 
requesting rights, privileges, or permission. 

9. Take two spoonsful of this medicine every three hours. 

WRONG. There is a strange affection, on the part of some people, 
for spoonsful and cupsful, even though spoonsful and cupsful do not 
exist as acceptable words. The plurals are spoonfuls and cupfuls. 

I am taking for granted, of course, that you are using one spoon 
and filling it twice. If, for secret reasons of your own, you prefer to 
take your medicine in two separate spoons, you may then properly 
speak of “two spoons full (not spoonsful) of medicine." 

10. Your words seem to infer that Jack is a liar. 

WRONG. Infer does not mean hint or suggest. Imply is the proper 
word; to infer is to draw a conclusion from another's words. 
11. I will be happy to go to the concert with you. 

RIGHT. In informal speech, you need no longer worry about the 
technical and unrealistic distinctions between shall and will. The 
theory of modern grammarians is that shall-will differences were 
simply invented out of whole cloth by the textbook writers of the 
1800s. As the editor of the scholarly Modern Language Forum at the 
University of California has stated, “The artificial distinction 
between shall and will to designate futurity is a superstition that has 
neither a basis in historical grammar nor the sound sanction of 
universal usage." 

12. It is rne. 


RIGHT. This “violation” of grammatical “law” has been completely 
sanctioned by current usage. When the late Winston Churchill made 
a nationwide radio address from New Haven, Connecticut, many, 
many years ago, his opening sentence was: "This is me, Winston 
Churchill." I imagine that the purists who were listening fell into a 
deep state of shock at these words, but of course Churchill was 
simply using the kind of down-to-earth English that had long since 
become standard in informal educated speech. 

13. Go slow. 

RIGHT. *Go slow" is not, and never has been, incorrect English— 
every authority concedes that slow is an adverb as well as an 
adjective. Rex Stout, well-known writer of mystery novels and 
creator of Detective Nero Wolfe, remarked: *Not only do I use and 
approve of the idiom Go slow, but if I find myself with people who 
do not, I leave quick." 

14. Peggy and Karen are alumni of the same high school. 

WRONG. As Peggy and Karen are obviously women, we call them 
alumnae (9-LUM'-nee); only male graduates are alumni (9-LUM'-ni). 
15. I would like to ask you a question. 

RIGHT. In current American usage, would may be used with I, 
though old-fashioned rules demand I should. 

Indeed, in modern speech, should is almost entirely restricted to 
expressing probability, duty, or responsibility. 

As in the case of the charitable-looking dowager who was 
approached by a seedy character seeking a handout. 

“Madam,” he whined, “I haven't eaten in five days." 

^My good man," the matron answered with great concern, 
should force yourself!" 


€ 


‘you 


HOW TO TALK ABOUT VARIOUS 
PRACTITIONERS 


(Sessions 7—10) 


TEASER PREVIEW 


What practitioner: 

is a student of human behavior? 

follows the techniques devised by Sigmund Freud? 
straightens teeth? 

measures vision? 

grinds lenses? 

treats minor ailments of the feet? 

analyzes handwriting? 

deals with the problems of aging? 

uses manipulation and massage as curative techniques? 


SESSION 7 


An ancient Greek mused about the meaning of life, and philosophy 
was born. The first Roman decided to build a road instead of cutting 
a path through the jungle, and engineering came into existence. One 
day in primitive times, a human being lent to another whatever then 
passed for money and got back his original investment plus a little 
more—and banking had started. 

Most people spend part of every workday at some gainful 
employment, honest or otherwise, and in so doing often contribute 
their little mite to the progress of the world. 

We explore in this chapter the ideas behind people's occupations 
—and the words that translate these ideas into verbal symbols. 


IDEAS 


1. behavior 


By education and training, this practitioner is an expert in the 
dark mysteries of human behavior—what makes people act as they 
do, why they have certain feelings, how their personalities were 
formed—in short, what makes them tick. Such a professional is 
often employed by industries, schools, and institutions to devise 
means for keeping workers productive and happy, students well- 
adjusted, and inmates contented. With a state license, this person 
may also do private or group therapy. 


A psychologist 


2. worries, fears, conflicts 


This practitioner is a physician, psychiatrist, or psychologist who 
has been specially trained in the techniques devised by Sigmund 
Freud, encouraging you to delve into that part of your mind called 
“the unconscious." By reviewing the experiences, traumas, feelings, 
and thoughts of your earlier years, you come to a better 
understanding of your present worries, fears, conflicts, repressions, 
insecurities, and nervous tensions—thus taking the first step in 
coping with them. Treatment, consisting largely in listening to, and 
helping you to interpret the meaning of, your free-flowing ideas, is 
usually given in frequent sessions that may well go on for a year or 
more. 


A psychoanalyst 


3. teeth 


This practitioner is a dentist who has taken postgraduate work in 
the straightening of teeth. 


An orthodontist 


4. eyes 


This practitioner measures your vision and prescribes the type of 
glasses that will give you a new and more accurate view of the 
world. 


An optometrist 


5. glasses 


This practitioner grinds lenses according to the specifications 
prescribed by your optometrist or ophthalmologist, and may also 
deal in other kinds of optical goods. 


An optician 


6. bones and blood vessels 


This practitioner is a member of the profession that originated in 
1874, when Andrew T. Still devised a drugless technique of curing 
diseases by massage and other manipulative procedures, a technique 
based on the theory that illness may be caused by the undue 
pressure of displaced bones on nerves and blood vessels. 

Training is equal to that of physicians, and in most states these 
practitioners may also use the same methods as, and have the full 
rights and privileges of, medical doctors. 


An osteopath 


T. joints and articulations 


The basic principle of this practitioner's work is the maintenance 
of the structural and functional integrity of the nervous system. 
Treatment consists of manipulating most of the articulations of the 
body, especially those connected to the spinal column. Licensed and 
legally recognized in forty-five states, this professional has pursued 
academic studies and training that parallel those of the major 
healing professions. 


A chiropractor 


8. feet 


This practitioner treats minor foot ailments—corns, calluses, 
bunions, fallen arches, etc., and may perform minor surgery. 


A podiatrist 


9. writing 


This practitioner analyzes handwriting to determine character, 
personality, or aptitudes, and is often called upon to verify the 


authenticity of signatures, written documents, etc. 


A graphologist 


10. getting old 


This social scientist deals with the financial, economic, sexual, 
social, retirement, and other non-medical problems of the elderly. 


A gerontologist 


USING THE WORDS 


Can you pronounce the words? 


1. psychologist si-KOL'-o-jist 
2. psychoanalyst SI-ko-AN"-o-list 
3. orthodontist awr-tho-DON"-tist 
4. optometrist op-TOM"-e-trist 
5. optician op-TISH'-on 
6. osteopath OS'"-tee-o-path 
7. chiropractor KT'-ro-prok"-tor 
8. podiatrist po-DI-e-trist 
9. graphologist graf-OL'-o-jist 
10. gerontologist jair-on-TOL'-o-jist 


Can you work with the words? 


O ODN WD Ul FB W N (Là 


= 
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PRACTITIONERS 


. psychologist 

. psychoanalyst 
. orthodontist 

. optometrist 

. optician 

. osteopath 

. chiropractor 

. podiatrist 

. graphologist 


. gerontologist 


INTERESTS 

a. vision 

b. *the unconscious" 

c. bones and blood vessels 

d. lenses and optical instruments 
e. feet 

f. teeth 

g. problems of aging 

h. joints of the spine 

i. handwriting 


j. behavior 


KEY: 1-j, 2-b, 3-f, 4-a, 5-d, 6-c, 7-h, 8-e, 9-i, 10-g 


Do you understand the words? 


1 


10. 


. A psychologist must also be a physician. 


TRUE FALSE 


. A psychoanalyst follows Freudian techniques. 


TRUE FALSE 


. An orthodontist specializes in straightening teeth. 


TRUE FALSE 


. An optometrist prescribes and fits glasses. 


TRUE FALSE 


. An optician may prescribe glasses. 


TRUE FALSE 


. An osteopath may use massage and other manipulative 


techniques. 
TRUE FALSE 


. A chiropractor has a medical degree. 


TRUE FALSE 


. A podiatrist may perform major surgery. 


TRUE FALSE 


. A graphologist analyzes character from handwriting. 


TRUE FALSE 
A gerontologist is interested in the non-medical problems of 
adolescence. 
TRUE FALSE 


KEY: 1-F, 2-T, 3-T, 4-T, 5-F, 6-T, 7-F, 8-F, 9-T, 10-F 


Can you recall the words? 


1. delves into the unconscious 
1. P 
2. uses either massage and manipulation or other standard medical 
procedures to treat illness 
2.0 
3. takes care of minor ailments of the feet 
3. P 
4. straightens teeth 
4.0 
5. analyzes handwriting 
5.G 
6. grinds lenses and sells optical goods 
6.0 
7. deals with the non-medical problems of aging 
7.G 
8. manipulates articulations connected to the spinal column 
8.C 
9. studies and explains human behavior 
9. P 
10. measures vision and prescribes glasses 
10. O 


KEY: 1-psychoanalyst, 2-osteopath, 3-podiatrist, 4—orthodontist, 
5-graphologist, 6-optician, 7-gerontologist, 8-chiropractor, 
9-psychologist, 10-optometrist 


(End of Session 7) 


SESSION 8 


ORIGINS AND RELATED WORDS 


1. the mental life 


Psychologist is built upon the same Greek root as psychiatrist— 
psyche, spirit, soul, or mind. In psychiatrist, the combining form is 
iatreia, medical healing. In psychologist, the combining form is logos, 
science or study; a psychologist, by etymology, is one who studies the 
mind. 

The field is psychology (si-KOL’-3-jee), the adjective psychological 
(si'-ko-LOJ'-o-kol). 

Psyche (SI’-kee) is also an English word in its own right—it 
designates the mental life, the spiritual or non-physical aspect of 
one's existence. The adjective psychic (SI’-kik) refers to phenomena 
or qualities that cannot be explained in purely physical terms. 
People may be called psychic if they seem to possess a sixth sense, a 
special gift of mind reading, or any mysterious aptitudes that cannot 
be accounted for logically. A person's disturbance is psychic if it is 
emotional or mental, rather than physical. 

Psyche combines with the Greek pathos, suffering or disease, to 
form psychopathic (si-ko-PATH'-ik), an adjective that describes 
someone suffering from a severe mental or emotional disorder. The 
noun is psychopathy (si'-KOP"-o-thee).! 

The root psyche combines with Greek soma, body, to form 
psychosomatic (si’-k0-sa-MAT’-ik), an adjective that delineates the 
powerful influence that the mind, especially the unconscious, has on 
bodily diseases. Thus, a person who fears the consequence of being 
present at a certain meeting will suddenly develop a bad cold or 


backache, or even be injured in a traffic accident, so that his 
appearance at this meeting is made impossible. It's a real cold, it's 
far from an imaginary backache, and of course one cannot in any 
sense doubt the reality of the automobile that injured him. Yet, 
according to the psychosomatic theory of medicine, his unconscious 
made him susceptible to the cold germs, caused the backache, or 
forced him into the path of the car. 

A psychosomatic disorder actually exists insofar as symptoms are 
concerned (headache, excessive urination, pains, paralysis, heart 
palpitations), yet there is no organic cause within the body. The 
cause is within the psyche, the mind. Dr. Flanders Dunbar, in Mind 
and Body, gives a clear and exciting account of the interrelationship 
between emotions and diseases. 

Psychoanalysis (si-ko-o-NAL'-o-sis) relies on the technique of 
deeply, exhaustively probing into the unconscious, a technique 
developed by Sigmund Freud. In oversimplified terms, the general 
principle of psychoanalysis is to guide the patient to an awareness of 
the deep-seated, unconscious causes of anxieties, fears, conflicts, 
and tension. Once found, exposed to the light of day, and 
thoroughly understood, claim the psychoanalysts, these causes may 
vanish like a light snow that is exposed to strong sunlight. 

Consider an example: You have asthma, let us say, and your 
doctor can find no physical basis for your ailment. So you are 
referred to a psychoanalyst (or psychiatrist or clinical psychologist who 
practices psychoanalytically oriented therapy). 

With your therapist you explore your past life, dig into your 
unconscious, and discover, let us say for the sake of argument, that 
your mother or father always used to set for you impossibly high 
goals. No matter what you accomplished in school, it was not good 
enough—in your mother’s or father’s opinion (and such opinions 
were always made painfully clear to you), you could do better if you 
were not so lazy. As a child you built up certain resentments and 
anxieties because you seemed unable to please your parent—and 
(this will sound farfetched, but it is perfectly possible) as a result 
you became asthmatic. How else were you going to get the parental 


love, the approbation, the attention you needed and that you felt 
you were not receiving? 

In your sessions with your therapist, you discover that your 
asthma is emotionally, rather than organically, based—your ailment 
is psychogenic (si'-ko-JEN'-ik), of psychic origin, or (the terms are 
used more or less interchangeably although they differ somewhat in 
definition) psychosomatic, resulting from the interaction of mind and 
body. (Psychogenic is built on psyche plus Greek genesis, birth or 
origin.) 

And your treatment? No drugs, no surgery—these may help the 
body, not the emotions. Instead, you “work out" (this is the term 
used in psychoanalytic [si-ko-an'-o-LIT'-ik] parlance) early trauma in 
talk, in remembering, in exploring, in interpreting, in reliving 
childhood experiences. And if your asthma is indeed psychogenic (or 
psychosomatic), therapy will very likely help you; your attacks may 
cease, either gradually or suddenly. 

Freudian therapy is less popular today than formerly; many newer 
therapies—Gestalt, bioenergetics, transactional analysis, to name 
only a few—claim to produce quicker results. 

In any case, psychotherapy (si-ko-THAIR'-a-pee) of one sort or 
another is the indicated treatment for psychogenic (or psychosomatic) 
disorders, or for any personality disturbances. The practitioner is a 
psychotherapist (si-ko-THAIR'-e-pist) or therapist, for short; the 
adjective is psychotherapeutic (si-ko-thair'-o-PYOO'"-tik). 


REVIEW OF ETYMOLOGY 


ROOT, SUFFIX MEANING 
1. psyche spirit, soul, mind 
ENGLISH WORD 
2. iatreia medical healing 


ENGLISH WORD 


3. -ic 
ENGLISH WORD 
4. soma 
ENGLISH WORD 
5. genesis 
ENGLISH WORD 
6. pathos 


ENGLISH WORD 


USING THE WORDS 


Can you pronounce the words? 


1. psychology 

2. psychological 

3. psyche 

4. psychic 

5. psychopathic 

6. psychopathy 

7. psychopath 

8. psychosomatic 

9. psychoanalysis 
10. psychoanalytic 
11. psychogenic 


adjective suffix 


body 


birth, origin 


suffering, disease 


si-KOL'-o-jee 
si'-ko-LOJ'-2-kal 
SI’-kee 

SI’-kik 
si-ko-PATH’-ik 
si-KOP’-a-thee 
SI’-ka-path 
si’-k0-sa-MAT’-ik 
si'-ko-o-NAL'-o-sis 
Si-ko-an'-o-LIT'-ik 


si-k0-JEN’-ik 


12. psychotherapy 
13. psychotherapist 
14. psychotherapeutic 


Can you work with the words? 


1. psychology 


2. psyche 


3. psychic 


4. psychopathy 


5. psychosomatic 


6. psychoanalysis 


7. psychogenic 


8. psychotherapy 


9. psychopath 


si-ko- THAIR'"-o-pee 


Si-ko- THAIR"-o-pist 


sI-ko-thair'-o-PYOO'"-tik 


£5 


a 


[e 


Q 


(D 


Eh 


o` 


T. 


. mental or emotional 


disturbance 


psychological treatment based 


on Freudian techniques 


. general term for psychological 


treatment 


. originating in the mind or 


emotions 


. one's inner or mental life, or 


self-image 
study of the human mind and 


behavior 


. describing the interaction of 


mind and body 


. pertaining to the mind; 


extrasensory 


. person lacking in social 


conscience or inner censor 


KEY: 1-f, 2-e, 3-h, 4-a, 5-g, 6-b, 7-d, 8-c, 9-i 


Do you understand the words? 


1 


. Psychological treatment aims at sharpening the intellect. 


TRUE FALSE 


. Psychic phenomena can be explained on rational or physical 


grounds 
TRUE FALSE 


. Psychopathic personalities are normal and healthy. 


TRUE FALSE 


. A psychosomatic symptom is caused by organic disease. 


TRUE FALSE 


. Every therapist uses psychoanalysis. 


TRUE FALSE 


. A psychogenic illness originates in the mind or emotions. 


TRUE FALSE 


. A psychotherapist must have a medical degree. 


TRUE FALSE 


. Psychoanalytically oriented therapy uses Freudian techniques. 


TRUE FALSE 


. A psychopath is often a criminal. 


TRUE FALSE 


KEY: 1-F, 2-F, 3-F, 4-F, 5-F, 6-T, 7-F, 8-T, 9-T 


Can you recall the words? 


I; 


2. 


10. 


one’s inner or mental life, or self-image 

1. P 
the adjective that denotes the interactions, especially in illness, 
between mind and body 

2. P 


. mentally or emotionally disturbed 


SP 


. study of behavior 


4. P 


. extrasensory 


5. P 


. treatment by Freudian techniques 


6. P 


. pertaining to the study of behavior (adj.) 


eP 


. of mental or emotional origin 


8. P 


. general term for treatment of emotional disorders 


9. P 
antisocial person 
10. P 


KEY: 1-psyche, 2-psychosomatic, 3-psychopathic, 4-psychology, 5- 
psychic, 6-psychoanalysis, 7-psychological, 8—psychogenic, 
9-psychotherapy, 10-psychopath 


(End of Session 8) 


SESSION 9 


ORIGINS AND RELATED WORDS 


1. the whole tooth 


Orthodontist, as we discovered in Chapter 4, is built on orthos, 
straight, correct, plus odontos, tooth. 

A pedodontist (pee'-do-DON"-tist) specializes in the care of 
children's teeth—the title is constructed from paidos, child, plus 
odontos. The specialty: pedodontia (pee'-do-DON"-sha); the adjective: 
pedodontic (pee'-do-DON"-tik). 

A periodontist (pair’-ee-0-DON’-tist) is a gum specialist—the term 
combines odontos with the prefix peri-, around, surrounding. (As a 
quick glance in the mirror will tell you, the gums surround the 
teeth, more or less.) 

Can you figure out the word for the specialty? 

For the adjective? 

An endodontist (en'-do-DON"-tist) specializes in work on the pulp 
of the tooth and in root-canal therapy—the prefix in this term is 
endo-, from Greek endon, inner, within. 

Try your hand again at constructing words. What is the specialty? 

. And the adjective? 

The prefix ex-, out, combines with odontos to form exodontist (eks’- 
0-DON’-tist). What do you suppose, therefore, is the work in which 
this practitioner specializes? À 
And the term for the specialty? 

For the adjective? 


2. measurement 


The optometrist, by etymology, measures vision—the term is built 
on opsis, optikos, view, vision, plus metron, measurement. 

Metron is the root in many other words: 

1. thermometer (thor-MOM'-e-tor)—an instrument to measure heat 
(Greek therme, heat). 

2. barometer (bo-ROM'-e-ter)—an instrument to measure 
atmospheric pressure (Greek baros, weight); the adjective is 
barometric (bair'-o-MET'-rik). 

3. sphygmomanometer (sfig^-mo-mo-NOM'-a-tar)—a device for 
measuring blood pressure (Greek sphygmos, pulse). 

4. metric system—a decimal system of weights and measures, long 
used in other countries and now gradually being adopted in the 
United States. 


3. bones, feet, and hands 


Osteopath combines Greek osteon, bone, with pathos, suffering, 
disease. Osteopathy (os’-tee-OP’-a-thee), you will recall, was 
originally based on the theory that disease is caused by pressure of 
the bones on blood vessels and nerves. An osteopathic (os'-tee-o- 
PATH’-ik) physician is not a bone specialist, despite the misleading 
etymology—and should not be confused with the orthopedist, who is. 

The podiatrist (Greek pous, podos, foot, plus iatreia, medical 
healing) practices podiatry (po-DI'-o-tree). The adjective is podiatric 
(po’-dee-AT’-rik). 

The root pous, podos is found also in: 

1. octopus (OK'-to-pos), the eight-armed (or, as the etymology has 
it, eight-footed) sea creature (Greek okto, eight). 

2. platypus (PLAT’-a-pas), the strange water mammal with a duck’s 
bill, webbed feet, and a beaver-like tail that reproduces by laying 
eggs (Greek platys, broad, flat—hence, by etymology, a flatfoot!). 

3. podium (PO'-dee-om), a speaker’s platform, etymologically a 
place for the feet. (The suffix -ium often signifies “place where,” as 
in gymnasium, stadium, auditorium, etc.) 


4. tripod (TRI-pod), a three-legged (or “footed”) stand for a 
camera or other device (tri-, three). 

5. chiropodist (ko-ROP"-o-dist), earlier title for a podiatrist, and still 
often used. The specialty is chiropody (ko-ROP"-o-dee). 

Chiropody combines podos with Greek cheir, hand, spelled chiro- in 
English words. The term was coined in the days before labor-saving 
machinery and push-button devices, when people worked with their 
hands and developed calluses on their upper extremities as well as 
on their feet. Today most of us earn a livelihood in more sedentary 
occupations, and so we may develop calluses on less visible portions 
of our anatomy. 

Chiropractors heal with their hands—the specialty is chiropractic 
(ki’-r6-PRAK’-tik). 

Cheir (chiro-), hand, is the root in chirography (ki-ROG"-ro-fee). 
Recalling the graph- in graphologist, can you figure out by etymology 
what chirography is? 

An expert in writing by hand, or in penmanship (a lost art in 
these days of electronic word-processing),2 would be a chirographer 
(ki-ROG"-re-for); the adjective is chirographic (ki’-ro-GRAF’-ik). 

If the suffix -mancy comes from a Greek word meaning foretelling 
or prediction, can you decide what chiromancy (Kl'-ro-man'-see) must 
be? 

The person who practices chiromancy is a chiromancer (KI’-r6- 
man’-sor); the adjective is chiromantic (ki’-ro-MAN’-tik). 


REVIEW OF ETYMOLOGY 


PREFIX, ROOT, SUFFIX MEANING 
1. orthos straight, correct 
ENGLISH WORD 
2. odontos tooth 


ENGLISH WORD 


3. paidos (ped-) 
ENGLISH WORD 
4. -ic 
ENGLISH WORD 
5. peri- 
ENGLISH WORD 
6. endo- 
ENGLISH WORD 
7. ex- 
ENGLISH WORD 
8. opsis, optikos 
ENGLISH WORD 
9. metron 
ENGLISH WORD 
10. therme 
ENGLISH WORD 
11. baros 
ENGLISH WORD 
12. sphygmos 
ENGLISH WORD 
13. osteon 
ENGLISH WORD 


14. pathos 


child 


adjective suffix 


around, surrounding 


inner, within 


out 


vision 


measurement 


heat 


weight 


pulse 


bone 


suffering, disease 


ENGLISH WORD 


15. pous, podos foot 

ENGLISH WORD 

16. okto eight 
ENGLISH WORD 

17. platys broad, flat 
ENGLISH WORD 

18. -ium place where 
ENGLISH WORD 

19. tri- three 
ENGLISH WORD 

20. cheir (chiro-) hand 
ENGLISH WORD 

21. mancy prediction 
ENGLISH WORD 

22. iatreia medical healing 
ENGLISH WORD 


USING THE WORDS 


Can you pronounce the words? (I) 


1. pedodontist pee"-do-DON--tist 
2. pedodontia pee"-do-DON"-sho 


3. pedodontic pee"-do-DON"-tik 


4. periodontist pair’-ee-0-DON’-tist 
5. periodontia pair’-ee-0-DON’-sha 
6. periodontic pair’-ee-0-DON’-tik 
7. endodontist en’-d0-DON’-tist 
8. endodontia en'-do-DON'-sho 
9. endodontic en'-do-DON"-tik 
10. exodontist eks’-0-DON’-tist 
11. exodontia eks’-0-DON’-sha 
12. exodontic eks’-0-DON’-tik 
13. thermometer thor-MOM"'-o-tor 
14. barometer bo-ROM"-o-tor 
15. barometric bair'-o-MET"'-rik 
16. sphygmomanometer sfig^-mo-mo-NOM'-a-tar 


Can you pronounce the words? (Il) 


1. osteopathy os’-tee-OP’-a-thee 
2. osteopathic os’-tee-9-PATH’-ik 
3. podiatry po-DI’-a-tree 

4. podiatric po’-dee-AT’-rik 

5. Octopus OK’-ta-pas 

6. platypus PLAT"'-2-pos 


7. podium PO’-dee-am 


8. tripod TRI’-pod 


9. chiropodist ko-ROP'-o-dist 
10. chiropody ko-ROP'-o-dee 
11. chiropractic ki’-ro-PRAK’-tik 
12. chirography ki-ROG’-ra-fee 
13. chirographer ki-ROG’-re-for 
14. chirographic ki’-ra-GRAF’-ik 
15. chiromancy KI’-ra-man’-see 
16. chiromancer KT'-ro-man"-sor 
17. chiromantic ki’-ra-MAN’-tik 


Can you work with the words? (I) 


a. dental specialty involving the 
1. orthodontia 
pulp and root canal 


b. instrument that measures 
2. pedodontia 
atmospheric pressure 


[e 


. specialty arising from the 
theory that pressure of the 
3. periodontia 
bones on nerves and blood 
vessels may cause disease 
4. endodontia d. specialty of child dentistry 
5. exodontia e. blood-pressure apparatus 


6. barometer f. treatment of minor ailments of 


7. sphygmomanometer 
8. osteopathy 
9. podiatry 


10. thermometer 


the foot 
g. instrument to measure heat 
h. specialty of tooth extraction 
i. specialty of tooth straightening 


j. specialty of the gums 


KEY: 1-i, 2-d, 3-j, 4-a, 5-h, 6-b, 7-e, 8-c, 9-f, 10-g 


Can you work with the words? (Il) 


1 


. Octopus 


. platypus 


3. podium 


. chiropody 


. chiropractic 


. chirography 


. chiromancy 


a. speaker's platform 


b. maintenance of integrity of the 
nervous system by 


manipulation and massage 

c. palm reading 

d. eight-armed sea creature 

e. handwriting 

f. treatment of minor ailments of 
the foot 

g. egg-laying mammal with 
webbed feet 


KEY: 1-d, 2-g, 3-a, 4-f, 5-b, 6-e, 7-c 


Do you understand the words? 


1 


12. 


13. 


. Orthodontia is a branch of dentistry. 


TRUE FALSE 


. Doctors use sphygmomanometers to check blood pressure. 


TRUE FALSE 


. Osteopathic physicians may use standard medical procedures. 


TRUE FALSE 


. Chiropractic deals with handwriting. 


TRUE FALSE 


. Chiropody and podiatry are synonymous terms. 


TRUE FALSE 


. A podium is a place from which a lecture might be delivered. 


TRUE FALSE 


. A pedodontist is a foot doctor. 


TRUE FALSE 


. A periodontist is a gum specialist. 


TRUE FALSE 


. A endodontist does root-canal therapy. 


TRUE FALSE 


. An exodontist extracts teeth. 


TRUE FALSE 


. A barometer measures heat. 


TRUE FALSE 
An octopus has eight arms. 
TRUE FALSE 

A platypus is a land mammal. 


TRUE FALSE 
14. A tripod has four legs. 
TRUE FALSE 
15. A chirographer is an expert at penmanship. 
TRUE FALSE 
16. A chiromancer reads palms. 
TRUE FALSE 


KEY: 1-T, 2-T, 3-T, 4—F, 5-T, 6-T, 7-F, 8-T, 9-T, 10-T, 11-F, 12- 


T, 13-F, 14-F, 15-T, 16-T 


Do you recall the words? (lI) 


l. 


10. 


pertaining to child dentistry (adj.) 
1. P 


. pertaining to treatment of the foot (adj.) 


2. P 


. blood-pressure apparatus 


3.5 


. three-legged stand 


4. T 


. pertaining to the treatment of diseases by manipulation to 


relieve pressure of the bones on nerves and blood vessels (adj.) 
5.0 


. pertaining to handwriting (adj.) 


6. C 


. gum specialist 


7. P 


. treatment of ailments of the foot 


8. P or C 


. stand for a speaker 


9. P 
dentist specializing in treating the pulp of the tooth or in doing 
root-canal therapy 
10. E 


KEY: 1-pedodontic, 2-podiatric, 3-sphygmomanometer, 4-tripod, 


5-osteopathic, 6-chirographic, 7-periodontist, 8-podiatry or 
chiropody, 9-podium, 10-endodontist 


Can you recall the words? (lI) 


1. 


pertaining to the specialty of tooth extraction (adj.) 
1. E 


. pertaining to the measurement of atmospheric pressure (adj. ) 


2. B 


. palm reading (noun) 


3. C 


. handwriting 


4. C 


. the practice of manipulating bodily articulations to relieve 


ailments 
5.C 


. egg-laying mammal 


6. P 


. eight-armed sea creature 


7.0 


. instrument to measure heat 


8.T 


KEY: l-exodontic, 2-barometric, 3-chiromancy, 4-chirography, 5- 
chiropractic, 6-platypus, 7-octopus, 8-thermometer 


(End of Session 9) 


SESSION 10 


ORIGINS AND RELATED WORDS 


1. writing and writers 


The Greek verb graphein, to write, is the source of a great many 
English words. 

We know that the graphologist analyzes handwriting, the term 
combining graphein with logos, science, study. The specialty is 
graphology (gra-FOL’-3-jee), the adjective graphological (graf'-o-LOJ'- 
o-kol). 

Chirographer is built on graphein plus cheir (chiro-), hand. Though 
chirography may be a lost art, calligraphy (ko-LIG'-ro-fee) is enjoying 
a revival. For centuries before the advent of printing, calligraphy, or 
penmanship as an artistic expression, was practiced by monks. 

A calligrapher (ko-LIG'-ro-for) is called upon to design and write 
announcements, place cards, etc., as a touch of elegance. The 
adjective is calligraphic (kal'-o-GRAF"-ik). 

Calligraphy combines graphein with Greek kallos,? beauty, and so, 
by etymology, means beautiful writing. 

If a word exists for artistic handwriting, there must be one for the 
opposite—bad, scrawly, or illegible handwriting. And indeed there 
is—cacography (ko-KOG'-ro-fee), combining graphein with Greek 
kakos, bad, harsh. 

By analogy with the forms of calligraphy, can you write the word 
for: 

One who uses bad or illegible handwriting? 


Pertaining to, or marked by, bad handwriting (adjective)? 


Graphein is found in other English words: 

1. cardiograph (discussed in Chapter 4)—etymologically a *heart 
writer" (kardia, heart). 

2. photograph—etymologically, *written by light" (Greek photos, 
light). 

3. phonograph—etymologically, a “sound writer" (Greek phone, 
sound). 

4. telegraph—etymologically a “distance writer” (Greek tele-, 
distance). 

5. biography—etymologically "life writing" (Greek, bios, life). 
(Many of these new roots will be discussed in greater detail in later 
chapters.) 


2. aging and the old 


We know that a geriatrician specializes in the medical care of the 
elderly. The Greek word geras, old age, has a derived form, geron, 
old man, the root in gerontologist. The specialty is gerontology (jair'- 
on-TOL'-o-jee), the adjective is gerontological (jair'-on-to-LOJ"-o-kol). 

The Latin word for old is senex, the base on which senile, senescent, 
senior, and senate are built. 

1. senile (SEE"-nil)—showing signs of the physical and/or mental 
deterioration that generally marks very old age. The noun is senility 
(so-NIL’-9-tee). 

2. senescent (so-NES’-ent)—aging, growing old. (Note the same 
suffix in this word as in adolescent, growing into an adult, 
convalescent, growing healthy again, and obsolescent, growing or 
becoming obsolete.) The noun is senescence (so-NES'"-ons). 

3. senior (SEEN'-yor)—older. Noun: seniority (seen-YAWR'"-o-tee). 

4. senate (SEN'-ot)—originally a council of older, and presumably 
wiser, citizens. 


REVIEW OF ETYMOLOGY 


PREFIX, ROOT, SUFFIX 
1. graphein 
ENGLISH WORD 
2. cheir (chiro-) 
ENGLISH WORD 
3. kallos 
ENGLISH WORD 
4. -er 
ENGLISH WORD 
5. -ic 
ENGLISH WORD 
6. pyge 
ENGLISH WORD 
7. kakos 
ENGLISH WORD 
8. kardia 
ENGLISH WORD 
9. photos 
ENGLISH WORD 
10. tele- 
ENGLISH WORD 
11. bios 


ENGLISH WORD 


MEANING 


to write 


hand 


beauty 


one who 


adjective suffix 


buttocks 


bad, harsh 


heart 


light 


distance 


life 


12. geras old age 

ENGLISH WORD 

13. geron old man 

ENGLISH WORD 

14. senex old 

ENGLISH WORD 

15. -escent growing, becoming 


ENGLISH WORD 


USING THE WORDS 


Can you pronounce the words? 


1. graphology gro-FOL'-2-jee 

2. graphological graf’-3-LOJ’-a-kal 

3. calligraphy ko-LIG"-ro-fee 

4. calligrapher ko-LIG"-ro-for 

5. calligraphic kal’-3-GRAF’-ik 

6. callipygian kal'-o-PIJ'-ee-on 

7. cacography ko-KOG"-ro-fee 

8. cacographer ko-KOG"-ro-for 

9. cacographic kak'-o-GRAF"ik 
10. gerontology jair’-on-TOL’-a-jee 
11. gerontological jair’-on-ta-LOJ’-a-kal 


12. senile 

13. senility 
14. senescent 
15. senescence 


Can you work with the words? 


1. graphology 


2. calligraphy 


3. callipygian 


4. cacography 
5. gerontology 
6. senility 


7. senescence 


SEE’-nil 
so-NIL’-9-tee 
so-NES’-ont 


so-NES’-ons 


a. possessed of beautiful buttocks 

b. science of the social, 
economic, etc. problems of the 
aged 

c. condition of aging or growing 
old 

d. deteriorated old age 

e. analysis of handwriting 

f. ugly, bad, illegible handwriting 

g. beautiful handwriting; 
handwriting as an artistic 


expression 


KEY: 1-e, 2-g, 3-a, 4-f, 5-b, 6-d, 7-c 


Do you understand the words? 


1 


. Graphology analyzes the grammar, spelling, and sentence 


structure of written material. 
TRUE FALSE 


. A calligrapher creates artistic forms out of alphabetical symbols. 


TRUE FALSE 


. Tight slacks are best worn by those of callipygian anatomy. 


TRUE FALSE 


. Cacographic writing is easy to read. 


TRUE FALSE 


. Gerontology aims to help old people live more comfortably. 


TRUE FALSE 


. Senile people are old but still vigorous and mentally alert. 


TRUE FALSE 


. In a society dedicated to the worship of youth, senescence is not 


an attractive prospect. 
TRUE FALSE 


KEY: 1-F, 2-T, 3-T, 4-F, 5-T, 6-F, 7-T 


Can you recall the words? 


I. 


pertaining to the study of the non-medical problems of the aged 
(adj. ) 
1.G 


. growing old (adj.) 


2.8 


. pertaining to handwriting as an artistic expression (adj.) 


3. C 


. one who uses ugly, illegible handwriting 


4. C 


. mentally and physically deteriorated from old age 


5. 9 


. pertaining to the analysis of handwriting (adj.) 


6.G 


. possessed of beautiful or shapely buttocks 


7. C 


KEY: 1-gerontological, 2-senescent, 3-calligraphic, 4-cacographer, 
5-senile, 6-graphological, 7-callipygian 


CHAPTER REVIEW 


A. Do you recognize the words? 


1. Practitioner trained in Freudian techniques: (a) psychologist, (b) 
psychoanalyst, (c) psychotherapist 
2. Foot doctor: (a) podiatrist, (b) osteopath, (c) chiropractor 
3. Handwriting analyst: (a) graphologist, (b) chirographer, (c) 
cacographer 
4. Mentally or emotionally disturbed: (a) psychological, (b) 
psychopathic, (c) psychic 
5. Originating in the emotions: (a) psychic, (b) psychogenic, (c) 
psychoanalytic 
6. Describing bodily ailments tied up with the emotions: (a) 
psychosomatic, (b) psychopathic, (c) psychiatric 
7. Gum specialist: (a) periodontist, (b) pedodontist, (c) endodontist 
8. Specialist in tooth extraction: (a) orthodontist, (b) exodontist, 
(c) endodontist 
9. Blood-pressure apparatus: (a) barometer, (b) thermometer, (c) 
sphygmomanometer 
10. Prediction by palm reading: (a) chirography, (b) chiropody, (c) 
chiromancy 
11. Possessed of a shapely posterior: (a) calligraphic, (b) callipygian, 
(c) adolescent 
12. Artistic handwriting: (a) calligraphy, (b) chirography, (c) 
graphology 
13. Growing old: (a) senile, (b) geriatric, (c) senescent 


14. Medical specialty dealing with the aged: (a) gerontology, (b) 
geriatrics, (c) chiropractic 

15. Antisocial person who may commit criminal acts: (a) 
psychopath, (b) sociopath, (c) osteopath 


KEY: 1-b, 2-a, 3-a, 4-b, 5-b, 6-a, 7-a, 8-b, 9-c, 10-c, 11-b, 12-a, 
13-c, 14-b, 15-a and b 


B. Can you recognize roots? 


ROOT MEANING 
1. psyche 
EXAMPLE psychiatry 
2. iatreia 
EXAMPLE podiatry 
3. soma 
EXAMPLE psychosomatic 
4. pathos 
EXAMPLE osteopath 
5. orthos 
EXAMPLE orthodontia 
6. paidos (ped-) 
EXAMPLE pedodontist 
7. odontos 
EXAMPLE exodontist 
8. pous, podos 


EXAMPLE platypus 


9. cheir (chiro-) 
EXAMPLE chiropodist 
10. okto 
EXAMPLE Octopus 
11. graphein 
EXAMPLE graphology 
12. kallos 
EXAMPLE calligraphy 
13. pyge 
EXAMPLE callipygian 
14. kakos 
EXAMPLE cacography 
15. photos 
EXAMPLE photography 
16. tele- 

EXAMPLE telegraph 
17. bios 

EXAMPLE biography 
18. geras 

EXAMPLE geriatrics 
19. geron 

EXAMPLE gerontology 


20. senex 


EXAMPLE Senate 


KEY: 1-mind, 2-medical healing, 3-body, 4-disease, 5-straight, 
correct, 6-child, 7-tooth, 8-foot, 9-hand, 10-eight, 11-to 
write, 12-beauty, 13-buttocks, 14-bad, ugly, 15-light, 16- 
distance, 17-life, 18-old age, 19-old man, 20-old. 


TEASER QUESTIONS FOR THE AMATEUR 
ETYMOLOGIST 


1. Latin octoginta is a root related to Greek okto, eight. How old is 
an octogenarian (ok’-ta-ja-NAIR’-ee-an)? 

2. You are familiar with kakos, bad, harsh, as in cacography, and 
with phone, sound, as in phonograph. Can you construct a word 
ending in the letter y that means harsh, unpleasant sound? 

. (Can you pronounce it?) 

3. Using callipygian as a model, can you construct a word to 
describe an ugly, unshapely rear end? . (Can you 
pronounce it?) 

4. Using the prefix tele-, distance, can you think of the word for a 
field glass that permits the viewer to see great distances? 

. How about a word for the instrument that transmits 
sound over a distance? . Finally, what is it that makes 
it possible for you to view happenings that occur a great distance 
away? 


(Answers in Chapter 18) 


BECOMING WORD-CONSCIOUS 


Perhaps, if you have been working as assiduously with this book 
as I have repeatedly counseled, you have noticed an interesting 


phenomenon. 

This phenomenon is as follows: You read a magazine article and 
suddenly you see one or more of the words you have recently 
learned. Or you open a book and there again are some of the words 
you have been working with. In short, all your reading seems to call 
to your attention the very words you've been studying. 

Why? Have I, with uncanny foresight, picked words which have 
suddenly and inexplicably become popular among writers? 
Obviously, that's nonsense. 

The change is in you. You have now begun to be alert to words, 
you have developed what is known in psychology as a *mind-set" 
toward certain words. Therefore, whenever these words occur in 
your reading you take special notice of them. 

The same words occurred before—and just as plentifully—but 
since they presented little communication to you, you reacted to 
them with an unseeing eye, with an ungrasping mind. You were 
figuratively, and almost literally, blind to them. 

Do you remember when you bought, or contemplated buying, a 
new car? Let's say it was a Toyota. Suddenly you began to see 
Toyotas all around you—you had a Toyota *mind-set." 

It is thus with anything new in your life. Development of a *mind- 
set" means that the new experience has become very real, very 
important, almost vital. 

If you have become suddenly alert to the new words you have 
been learning, you're well along toward your goal of building a 
superior vocabulary. You are beginning to live in a new and different 
intellectual atmosphere—nothing less! 

On the other hand, if the phenomenon I have been describing has 
not yet occurred, do not despair. It will. I am alerting you to its 
possibilities—recognize it and welcome it when it happens. 


(End of Session 10) 


1 Psychopathy is usually characterized by antisocial and extremely egocentric behavior. A 
psychopath (SI’-k9-path’), sometimes called a psychopathic personality, appears to be lacking 
an inner moral censor, and often commits criminal acts, without anxiety or guilt, in order 
to obtain immediate gratification of desires. Such a person may be utterly lacking in sexual 
restraint, or addicted to hard drugs. Some psychologists prefer the label sociopath (SO’- 
shee-9-path' or SO’-see-d-path’) for this type of personality to indicate the absence of a 
social conscience. 

2 But see calligrapher in the next session. 

3 An entrancing word that also derives from kallos is callipygian (kal’-9-PIJ’-ee-On), an 
adjective describing a shapely or attractive rear end, or a person so endowed—the 


combining root is pyge, buttocks. 


— —— Brief Intermission Three 


HOW GRAMMAR CHANGES 


If you think that grammar is an exact science, get ready for a 
shock. Grammar is a science, all right—but it is most inexact. There 
are no inflexible laws, no absolutely hard and fast rules, no 
unchanging principles. Correctness varies with the times and 
depends much more on geography, on social class, and on collective 
human caprice than on the restrictions found in textbooks. 

In mathematics, which is an exact science, five and five make ten 
the country over—in the North, in the South, in the West; in Los 
Angeles and Coral Gables and New York. There are no two opinions 
on the matter—we are dealing, so far as we know, with a universal 
and indisputable fact. 

In grammar, however, since the facts are highly susceptible to 
change, we have to keep an eye peeled for trends. What are 
educated people saying these days? Which expressions are generally 
used and accepted on educated levels, which others are more or less 
restricted to the less educated levels of speech? The answers to these 
questions indicate the trend of usage in the United States, and if 
such trends come in conflict with academic rules, then the rules are 
no longer of any great importance. 

Grammar follows the speech habits of the majority of educated people 
—not the other way around. That is the important point to keep in 
mind. 

The following notes on current trends in modern usage are 
intended to help you come to a decision about certain controversial 


expressions. As you read each sentence, pay particular attention to 
the italicized word or words. Does the usage square with your own 
language patterns? Would you be willing to phrase your thoughts in 
just such terms? Decide whether the sentence is right or wrong, then 
compare your conclusion with the opinions given following the test. 


TEST YOURSELF 


1. Let's keep this between you and I. 
RIGHT |= WRONG 
2. I’m your best friend, ain’t I? 
RIGHT | WRONG 
3. Five and five is ten. 
RIGHT WRONG 
4. I never saw a man get so mad. 
RIGHT WRONG 
5. Every one of his sisters are unmarried. 
RIGHT WRONG 
6. He visited an optometrist for an eye operation. 
RIGHT | WRONG 
7. Do you prophecy another world war? 
RIGHT | WRONG 
8. Leave us not mention it. 
RIGHT WRONG 
9. If you expect to eventually succeed, you must keep trying. 
RIGHT | WRONG 


1. Let’s keep this between you and I. 

WRONG. Children are so frequently corrected by parents and 
teachers when they say me that they cannot be blamed if they begin 
to think that this simple syllable is probably a naughty word. 


Dialogues such as the following are certainly typical of many 
households. 

^Mother, can me and Johnnie go out and play?" 

“No, dear, not until you say it correctly. You mean ‘May Johnnie 
and I go out to play?’ " 

“Who wants a jelly apple?” 

“Me!” 

“Then use the proper word.” 

(The child becomes a little confused at this point—there seem to 
be so many “proper” and “improper” words.) 

“Me, please!” 

“No, dear, not me.” 

“Oh. I, please?” 

(This sounds terrible to a child’s ear. It completely violates his 
sense of language, but he does want the jelly apple, so he grudgingly 
conforms.) 

“Who broke my best vase?” 

“It wasn’t me!” 

“Ts that good English, Johnnie?” 

“Okay, it wasn’t I. But honest, Mom, it wasn’t me—I didn’t even 
touch it!” 

And so, if the child is strong enough to survive such constant 
corrections, he decides that whenever there is room for doubt, it is 
safer to say I. 

Some adults, conditioned in childhood by the kind of misguided 
censorship detailed here, are likely to believe that “between you and 
I’ is the more elegant form of expression, but most educated 
speakers, obeying the rule that a preposition governs the objective 
pronoun, say “between you and me.” 


2. I’m your best friend, ain’t I? 

WRONG. As linguistic scholars have frequently pointed out, it is 
unfortunate that ain’t I? is unpopular in educated speech, for the 
phrase fills a long-felt need. Am I not? is too prissy for down-to-earth 
people; amn’t I? is ridiculous; and aren’t I, though popular in 
England, has never really caught on in America. With a sentence 


like the one under discussion you are practically in a linguistic trap 
—there is no way out unless you are willing to choose between 
appearing illiterate, sounding prissy, or feeling ridiculous. 

“What is the matter with ain't I? for am I not?" language scholar 
Wallace Rice once wrote. *Nothing whatever, save that a number of 
minor grammarians object to it. Ain't I? has a pleasant sound once 
the ears are unstopped of prejudice." Mr. Rice has a valid point 
there, yet educated people avoid ain't I? as if it were catching. In all 
honesty, therefore, I must say to you: don't use ain't I?, except 
humorously. What is a safe substitute? Apparently none exists, so I 
suggest that you manage, by some linguistic calisthenics, to avoid 
having to make a choice. Otherwise you may find yourself in the 
position of being damned if you do and damned if you don't. 


3. Five and five is ten. 

RIGHT. But don't jump to the conclusion that "five and five are ten" 
is wrong—both verbs are equally acceptable in this or any similar 
construction. If you prefer to think of "five-and-five" as a single 
mathematical concept, say is. If you find it more reasonable to 
consider "five and five" a plural idea, say are. The teachers I’ve 
polled on this point are about evenly divided in preference, and so, I 
imagine, are the rest of us. Use whichever verb has the greater 
appeal to your sense of logic. 


4. I never saw a man get so mad. 

RIGHT. When I questioned a number of authors and editors about 
their opinion of the acceptability of mad as a synonym for angry, the 
typical reaction was: "Yes, I say mad, but I always feel a little guilty 
when I do." 

Most people do say mad when they are sure there is no English 
teacher listening; it's a good sharp word, everybody understands 
exactly what it means, and it's a lot stronger than angry, though not 
quite as violent as furious or enraged. In short, mad has a special 
implication offered by no other word in the English language; as a 
consequence, educated people use it as the occasion demands and it 
is perfectly correct. So correct, in fact, that every authoritative 


dictionary lists it as a completely acceptable usage. If you feel guilty 
when you say mad, even though you don't mean insane, it's time you 
stopped plaguing your conscience with trivialities. 


5. Every one of his sisters are unmarried. 

WRONG. Are is perhaps the more logical word, since the sentence 
implies that he has more than one sister and they are all unmarried. 
In educated speech, however, the tendency is to make the verb 
agree with the subject, even if logic is violated in the process—and 
the better choice here would be is, agreeing with the singular 
subject, every one. 


6. He visited an optometrist for an eye operation. 

WRONG. If the gentleman in question did indeed need an operation, 
he went to the wrong doctor. In most states, optometrists are 
forbidden by law to perform surgery or administer drugs—they may 
only prescribe and fit glasses. And they are not medical doctors. The 
M.D. who specializes in the treatment of eye diseases, and who may 
operate when necessary, is an ophthalmologist. (See Chapter 4.) 


7. Do you prophecy another world war? 

WRONG. Use prophecy only when you mean prediction, a noun. 
When you mean predict, a verb, as in this sentence, use prophesy. 
This distinction is simple and foolproof. Therefore we properly say: 
“His prophecy (prediction) turned out to be true," but “He really 
seems able to prophesy (predict) political trends." There is a 
distinction also in the pronunciation of these two words. Prophecy is 
pronounced PROF"'-2-see; prophesy is pronunced PROF'-o-si". 


8. Leave us not mention it. 

WRONG. On the less sophisticated levels of American speech, leave 
is a popular substitute for let. On educated levels, the following 
distinction is carefully observed: let means allow; leave means depart. 
(There are a few idiomatic exceptions to this rule, but they present 
no problem.) *Let me go" is preferable to "Leave me go" even on the 


most informal of occasions, and a sentence like “Leave us not 
mention it" is not considered standard English. 


9. If you expect to eventually succeed, you must keep trying. 

RIGHT. We have here, in case you're puzzled, an example of that 
notorious bugbear of academic grammar, the “split infinitive.” (An 
infinitive is a verb preceded by to: to succeed, to fail, to remember.) 

Splitting an infinitive is not at all difficult—you need only insert a 
word between the to and the verb: to eventually succeed, to completely 
fail, to quickly remember. 

Now that you know how to split an infinitive, the important 
question is, is it legal to do so? I am happy to be able to report to 
you that it is not only legal, it is also ethical, moral, and sometimes 
more effective than to not split it. Benjamin Franklin, Washington 
Irving, Nathaniel Hawthorne, Theodore Roosevelt, and Woodrow 
Wilson, among many others, were unconscionable infinitive 
splitters. And modern writers are equally partial to the construction. 

To bring this report up to the minute, I asked a number of editors 
about their attitude toward the split infinitive. Here are two typical 
reactions. 

An editor at Doubleday and Company: “The restriction against the 
split infinitive is, to my mind, the most artificial of all grammatical 
rules. I find that most educated people split infinitives regularly in 
their speech, and only eliminate them from their writing when they 
rewrite and polish their material.” 

An editor at Reader's Digest: “I want to defend the split infinitive. 
The construction adds to the strength of the sentence—it’s compact 
and clear. This is to loudly say that I split an infinitive whenever I 
can catch one.” 

And here, finally, is the opinion of humorist James Thurber, as 
quoted by Rudolf Flesch in The Art of Plain Talk: “Word has 
somehow got around that the split infinitive is always wrong. This is 
of a piece with the outworn notion that it is always wrong to strike 
a lady.” 

I think the evidence is conclusive enough—it is perfectly correct 
to consciously split an infinitive whenever such an act increases the 


strength or clarity of your sentence. 


HOW TO TALK ABOUT SCIENCE AND SCIENTISTS 


(Sessions 11—13) 


TEASER PREVIEW 


What scientist: 

is interested in the development of the human race? 
is a student of the heavens? 

explores the physical qualities of the earth? 

studies all living matter? 

is a student of plant life? 

is a student of animal life? 

is professionally involved in insects? 

is a student of language? 

is a student of the psychological effects of words? 
studies the culture, structure, and customs of different societies? 


SESSION 11 


A true scientist lives up to the etymological meaning of his title *one who 
knows." Anything scientific is based on facts—observable facts that can be 
recorded, tested, checked, and verified. 

Science, then, deals with human knowledge—as far as it has gone. It 
has gone very far indeed since the last century or two, when we stopped 
basing our thinking on guesses, wishes, theories that had no foundation in 
reality, and concepts of how the world ought to be; and instead began to 
explore the world as it was, and not only the world but the whole 
universe. From Galileo, who looked through the first telescope atop a 
tower in Pisa, Italy, through Pasteur, who watched microbes through a 
microscope, to Einstein, who deciphered riddles of the universe by means 
of mathematics, we have at last begun to fill in a few areas of ignorance. 

Who are some of the more important explorers of knowledge—and by 
what terms are they known? 


IDEAS 


1. whither mankind? 


The field is all mankind—how we developed in mind and body from 
primitive cultures and early forms. 


An anthropologist 


2. what's above? 


The field is the heavens and all that's in them—planets, galaxies, stars, 
and other universes. 


An astronomer 


3. and what's below? 


The field is the comparatively little and insignificant whirling ball on 
which we live—the earth. How did our planet come into being, what is it 
made of, how were its mountains, oceans, rivers, plains, and valleys 
formed, and what's down deep if you start digging? 


A geologist 


4. what is life? 


The field is all living organisms—from the simplest one-celled amoeba 
to the amazingly complex and mystifying structure we call a human being. 
Plant or animal, flesh or vegetable, denizen of water, earth, or air—if it 
lives and grows, this scientist wants to know more about it. 


A biologist 


5. flora 


Biology classifies life into two great divisions—plant and animal. This 
scientist's province is the former category—flowers, trees, shrubs, mosses, 
marine vegetation, blossoms, fruits, seeds, grasses, and all the rest that 
make up the plant kingdom. 


A botanist 


6. and fauna 


Animals of every description, kind, and condition, from birds to bees, 
fish to fowl, reptiles to humans, are the special area of exploration of this 
scientist. 


A zoologist 


7. and all the little bugs 


There are over 650,000 different species of insects, and millions of 
individuals of every species—and this scientist is interested in every one 


of them. 


An entomologist 


8. tower of Babel 


This linguistic scientist explores the subtle, intangible, elusive uses of 
that unique tool that distinguishes human beings from all other forms of 
life—to wit: language. This person is, in short, a student of linguistics, 
ancient and modern, primitive and cultured, Chinese, Hebrew, Icelandic, 
Slavic, Teutonic, and every other kind spoken now or in the past by 
human beings, not excluding that delightful hodgepodge known as "pidgin 
English,” in which a piano is described as “big box, you hit 'um in teeth, 
he cry,” and in which Hamlet's famous quandary, “To be or not to be, that 
is the question...,” is translated into “Can do, no can do—how fashion?" 


A philologist 


9. what do you really mean? 


This linguistic scientist explored the subtle, intangible, elusive 
relationship between language and thinking, between meaning and words; 
and is interested in determining the psychological causes and effects of 
what people say and write. 


A semanticist 


10. who are your friends and neighbors? 


This scientist is a student of the ways in which people live together, 
their family and community structures and customs, their housing, their 
social relationships, their forms of government, and their layers of caste 
and class. 


A sociologist 


USING THE WORDS 


Can you pronounce the words? 


1. 
p: 
3: 
4. 
5. 
6. 
9. 
8. 
9. 


10. 


anthropologist 
astronomer 
geologist 
biologist 
botanist 
zoologist 
entomologist 
philologist 
semanticist 


sociologist 


Can you work with the words? 


Oo ON Oo Ul HR OQ 


10. 


SCIENTIST 


. anthropologist 
. astronomer 


. geologist 

. biologist 

. botanist 

. Zoologist 

. entomologist 
. philologist 


. semanticist 


sociologist 


an'-thro-POL'-o-jist 
9-STRON"-o-mor 
jee-OL’-2-jist 
bi-OL’-a-jist 
BOT"-o-nist 
zo-OL'-o-jist 
en'-to-MOL'-o-jist 
fo-LOL'-o-jist 
so-MAN"-to-sist 


so-shee-OL'-o-jist or so'-see-OL'-o-jist 


PROFESSIONAL FIELD 
a. community and family life 


b. meanings and psychological 


effects of words 


c. development of the human race 


d. celestial phenomena 

e. language 

f. insect forms 

g. the earth 

h. all forms of living matter 
i. animal life 


j. plant life 


KEY: 1-c, 2-d, 3-g, 4-h, 5-j, 6-i, 7-f, 8-e, 9-b, 10-a 


Can you recall the words? 


1. insects 


4A o o 


8. A 


9. all living things 
9.B | 
10. animals 


KEY: 1-entomologist, 2-philologist, 3-sociologist, 4-anthropologist, 5- 
semanticist, 6-botanist, 7-geologist, 8-astronomer, 9-biologist, 10- 
zoologist 


(End of Session 11) 


SESSION 12 


ORIGINS AND RELATED WORDS 


1. people and the stars 


Anthropologist is constructed from roots we are familiar with—anthropos, 
mankind, and logos, science, study. 

The science is anthropology (an'-thro-POL'-o-jee). Can you write the 
adjective form of this word? . (Can you pronounce it?) 

Astronomer is built on Greek astron, star, and nomos, arrangement, law, 
or order. The astronomer is interested in the arrangement of stars and 
other celestial bodies. The science is astronomy (8-STRON’-3-mee), the 
adjective is astronomical (as'-tro-NOM'-o-kol), a word often used in a non- 
heavenly sense, as in "the astronomical size of the national debt." 
Astronomy deals in such enormous distances (the sun, for example, is 
93,000,000 miles from the earth, and light from stars travels toward the 
earth at 186,000 miles per second) that the adjective astronomical is 
applied to any tremendously large figure. 

Astron, star, combines with logos to form astrology (9-STROL'-o-jee), 
which assesses the influence of planets and stars on human events. The 
practitioner is an astrologer (2-STROL'-o-jor). Can you form the adjective? 
GINE . (Can you pronounce it?) 

By etymology, an astronaut (AS’-tra-not’) is a sailor among the stars 
(Greek nautes, sailor). This person is termed with somewhat less 
exaggeration a cosmonaut (KOZ’-ms-not’) by the Russians (Greek, kosmos, 
universe). Nautical (NOT’-a-kal), relating to sailors, sailing, ships, or 
navigation, derives also from nautes, and nautes in turn is from Greek naus, 
ship—a root used in nausea (etymologically, ship-sickness or seasickness!). 

Aster (AS'-tor) is a star shaped flower. Asterisk (AS'-to-risk), a star- 
shaped symbol (*), is generally used in writing or printing to direct the 
reader to look for a footnote. Astrophysics (as’-tra-FIZ’-iks) is that branch 
of physics dealing with heavenly bodies. 


Disaster (do-ZAS'-tor) and disastrous (do-ZAS'-tros) also come from 
astron, star. In ancient times it was believed that the stars ruled human 
destiny; any misfortune or calamity, therefore, happened to someone 
because the stars were in opposition. (Dis-, a prefix of many meanings, in 
this word signifies against.) 

Nomos, arrangement, law, or order, is found in two other interesting 
English words. 

For example, if you can make your own laws for yourself, if you needn't 
answer to anyone else for what you do, in short, if you are independent, 
then you enjoy autonomy (aw-TON’-3-mee), a word that combines nomos, 
law, with autos, self. Autonomy, then, is self-law, self-government. The 
fifty states in our nation are fairly autonomous (aw-TON’-a-mas), but not 
completely so. On the other hand, in most colleges each separate 
department is pretty much autonomous. And of course, one of the big 
reasons for the revolution of 1776 was that America wanted autonomy, 
rather than control by England. 

You know the instrument that beginners at the piano use to guide their 
timing? A pendulum swings back and forth, making an audible click at 
each swing, and in that way governs or orders the measure (or timing) of 
the player. Hence it is called a metronome (MET’-ra-nom’), a word that 
combines nomos with metron, measurement. 


2. the earth and its life 


Geologist derives from Greek ge (geo-), earth. The science is geology (jee- 
OL’-a-jee). Can you write the adjective? 
you pronounce it?) 

Geometry (jee-OM’-a-tree)—ge plus metron—by etymology 
“measurement of the earth,” is that branch of mathematics treating of the 
measurement and properties of solid and plane figures, such as angles, 
triangles, squares, spheres, prisms, etc. (The etymology of the word shows 
that this ancient science was originally concerned with the measurement 
of land and spaces on the earth.) 

The mathematician is a geometrician (jee'-o-mo-TRISH'-on), the adjective 
is geometric (jee’-d-MET’-rik). 

Geography (jee-OG'-ro-fee) is writing about (graphein, to write), or 
mapping, the earth. A practitioner of the science is a geographer (jee-OG"- 


ro-for), the adjective is geographic (jee-o-GRAF"-ik). 

(The name George is also derived from ge (geo-), earth, plus ergon, work 
—the first George was an earth-worker or farmer.) 

Biologist combines bios, life, with logos, science, study. The science is 
biology (bi-OL’-a-jee). The adjective? — | | 

Bios, life, is also found in biography (bi-OG’-ra-fee), writing about 
someone's life; autobiography (aw'-to-bi-OG"-ro-fee), the story of one's life 
written by oneself; and biopsy (BI’-op-see), a medical examination, or view 
(opsis, optikos, view, vision), generally through a microscope, of living 
tissue, frequently performed when cancer is suspected. A small part of the 
tissue is cut from the affected area and under the microscope its cells can 
be investigated for evidence of malignancy. A biopsy is contrasted with an 
autopsy (AW’-top-see), which is a medical examination of a corpse in order 
to discover the cause of death. The autos in autopsy means, as you know, 
self—in an autopsy, etymologically speaking, the surgeon or pathologist 
determines, by actual view or sight rather than by theorizing (i.e., ^by 
viewing or seeing for oneself"), what brought the corpse to its present 
grievous state. 

Botanist is from Greek botane, plant. The field is botany (BOT"-o-nee); the 
adjective is botanical (ba-TAN"-o-kol). 

Zoologist is from Greek zoion, animal. The science is zoology. The 
adjective? — | | . The combination of the two o's tempts many 
people to pronounce the first three letters of these words in one syllable, 
thus: zoo. However, the two o's should be separated, as in co-operate, even 
though no hyphen is used in the spelling to indicate such separation. Say 
Z0-OL’-2-jist, zo-OL'-o-jee, zo'-a-LOJ'-o-kol. Zoo, a park for animals, is a 
shortened form of zoological gardens, and is, of course, pronounced in one 
syllable. 

The zodiac (ZO'-dee-ak) is a diagram, used in astrology, of the paths of 
the sun, moon, and planets; it contains, in part, Latin names for various 
animals—scorpio, scorpion; leo, lion; cancer, crab; taurus, bull; aries, ram; 
and pisces, fish. Hence its derivation from zoion, animal. 

The adjective is zodiacal (zo-DI'-o-kol). 


REVIEW OF ETYMOLOGY 


PREFIX, ROOT 


1. anthropos 


ENGLISH WORD 
2. logos 
ENGLISH WORD 
3. astron 
ENGLISH WORD 
4. nautes 
ENGLISH WORD 
5. naus 
ENGLISH WORD 
6. dis- 
ENGLISH WORD 
7. nomos 
ENGLISH WORD 
8. autos 
ENGLISH WORD 
9. metron 
ENGLISH WORD 
10. ge (geo-) 
ENGLISH WORD 
11. graphein 
ENGLISH WORD 
12. bios 


ENGLISH WORD 


MEANING 


mankind 


science, study 


star 


sailor 


ship 


against 


arrangement, law, order 


self 


measurement 


earth 


to write 


life 


13. opsis, optikos view, vision, sight 


ENGLISH WORD — 
14. botane plant 
ENGLISH WORD mM 

15. zoion animal 
ENGLISH WORD 


USING THE WORDS 


Can you pronounce the words? (l) 


1. anthropology an’-thra-POL’-3-jee 
2. anthropological an'-thro-po-LOJ"-o-kol 
3. astronomy 9-STRON"-2-mee 
4. astronomical as'-tra-NOM"'-o-kol 
5. astrology 9-STROL'-2-jee 
6. astrological as’-tra-LOJ’-a-kal 
7. astronaut AS’-tra-not’ 
8. cosmonaut KOZ'-mo-not 
9. nautical NOT’-a-kal 

10. aster AS’-tar 

11. asterisk AS’-ta-risk 

12. disaster do-ZAS'-tor 

13. disastrous da-ZAS’-tras 


Can you pronounce the words? (II) 


. geology 

. geological 

. geometry 

. geometrician 
. geometric 

. geography 
geographer 

. geographical 


O oo Noo 0T ode pon UNS Cem 


. biology 


= 
© 


. biological 


— 
OÓ 


. biography 
. biographer 


= me 
w N 


. biographical 


jee-OL’-ə-jee 
jeæ-ə-LOJ’-ə-kəl 
jee-OM"-2-tree 
jee'-o-me-TRISH'-on 
jee-9-MET"-rik 
jee-OG’-ra-fee 
jee-OG"-re-for 
jee"-9-GRAF'-o-kal 
bi-OL’-a-jee 
bi’-a-LOJ’-a-kal 
bi-OG’-ra-fee 
bi-OG"-ro-for 
bi’-a-GRAF’-a-kal 


Can you pronounce the words? (III) 


. autonomy 

. autonomous 

. metronome 

. autobiography 

. autobiographer 

. autobiographical 
. biopsy 


. autopsy 


O 0 d WD QU BW Ne 


. botany 


= 
© 


. botanical 


aw-TON’-ə-mee 
aw-TON’-ə-məs 
MET'-ro-nom" 
aw’-ta-bi-OG’-ra-fee 


aw’-to-bi-OG’-ra-far 


aw-to-bi’-o-GRAF’-3-kal 


BI’-op-see 
AW’-top-see 
BOT’-a-nee 
ba-TAN’-a-kal 


11. zoology Z0-OL'-o-jee 


12. zoological z0-2-LOJ"-o-kol 
13. zodiac ZO'-dee-ak 
14. zodiacal zo-DI'-o-kal 


Can you work with the words? (I) 


JUR l a. theory of the influence of planets 
. anthropology 
and stars on human events 


2. astronomy b. science of earth-mapping 

3. astrology c. science of all living matter 

4. geology d. science of human development 
5. biology e. science of plants 


f. science of the composition of the 
6. geometry 


earth 
7. botany g. science of animal life 
8. zoology h. science of the heavens 


i. mathematical science of figures, 
2. geography shapes, etc 


KEY: 1-d, 2-h, 3-a, 4-f, 5-c, 6-i, 7-e, 8-g, 9-b 


Can you work with the words? (Il) 


1. autopsy a. “sailor among the stars" 
2. biopsy b. star-shaped flower 
3. biography c. story of one’s own life 


d. dissection and examination of a 


4. autobiography corpse to determine the cause of 
death 
5. zodiac e. great misfortune 
6. astronaut f. “sailor of the universe” 
7. cosmonaut g. story of someone’s life 
h. diagram of paths of sun, moon, 
8. aster 
and planets 
; i. instrument to measure musical 
9. disaster 
time 
10. autonomy j. self-rule 


11. metronome k. examination of living tissue 


KEY: 1-d, 2-k, 3-g, 4-c, 5-h, 6-a, 7-f, 8-b, 9-e, 10-j, 11-i 


Do you understand the words? 


1. Are anthropological studies concerned with plant life? 
YES | NO 
2. Are astronomical numbers extremely small? 
YES | NO 
3. Is an astrologer interested in the time and date of your birth? 
YES | NO 
4. Are nautical maneuvers carried on at sea? 
YES | NO 
5. Does a disastrous earthquake take a huge toll of life and property? 
YES | NO 
6. Do geological investigations sometimes determine where oil is to be 
found? 
YES | NO 
7. Does a geometrician work with mathematics? 
YES | NO 
8. Do geographical shifts in population sometimes affect the economy of 
an area? 
YES | NO 
9. Does a biographical novel deal with the life of a real person? 
YES | NO 
10. Is botany a biological science? 
YES | NO 
11. Is the United States politically autonomous? 
YES | NO 
12. Is a biopsy performed on a dead body? 
YES | NO 
13. Is a metronome used in the study of mathematics? 
YES | NO 


14. Is an autopsy performed to correct a surgical problem? 
YES NO 

15. Does an author write an autobiography about someone else's life? 
YES | NO 


KEY: 1-no, 2-no, 3-yes, 4—-yes, 5-yes, 6-yes, 7—yes, 8-yes, 9-yes, 10-yes, 
11-yes, 12-no, 13-no, 14-no, 15-no 


Can you recall the words? (I) 


1. pertaining to the science of animals (adj.) 


LZ, 

2. pertaining to the science of plants (adj.) 
2.B ç — 

3. dissection of a corpse to determine the cause of death 
3.A o ooo 

4. story of one's life, self-written 
4.A o 

5. pertaining to the science of all living matter (adj.) 
5.B | | . 

6. science of the measurement of figures 
670-. 

7. pertaining to the science of the earth's composition (adj.) 
VC 

8. branch of physics dealing with the composition of celestial bodies 
8.A. Z o oo 

9. star-shaped flower 
9.A_ 


10. very high in number; pertaining to the science of the heavens (adj.) 


12. science of the development of mankind 


13. person who believes human events are influenced by the paths of the 
sun, moon, and planets 


KEY: 1-zoological, 2-botanical, 3-autopsy, 4-autobiography, 5- 


biological, 6-geometry, 7-geological, 8-astrophysics, 9-aster, 10- 
astronomical, 11-astronomy, 12-anthropology, 13-astrologer 


Can you recall the words? (II) 


1 


12. 


13. 


microscopic examination of living tissue 


. self-government 


285. NERA 


. time measurer for music 


. Voyager among the stars 


4.A — 


. traveler through the universe 


. self-governing (adj.) 


8. A__ 


. diagram used in astrology 


. pertaining to such a diagram (adj.) 


10. Z 


. pertaining to ships, sailing, etc. 


KEY: 1-biopsy, 2-autonomy, 3-metronome, 4-astronaut, 5-cosmonaut, 
6-disaster, 7-geography, 8-autonomous, 9-zodiac, 10-zodiacal, 11- 
nautical, 12-asterisk, 13-biography 


(End of Session 12) 


SESSION 13 


ORIGINS AND RELATED WORDS 


1. cutting in and out 


Flies, bees, beetles, wasps, and other insects are segmented creatures— 
head, thorax, and abdomen. Where these parts join, there appears to the 
imaginative eye a "cutting in" of the body. 

Hence the branch of zoology dealing with insects is aptly named 
entomology, from Greek en-, in, plus tome, a cutting. The adjective is 
entomological (en'-to-mo-LOJ'-o2-k2l). 

(The word insect makes the same point—it is built on Latin in- in, plus 
sectus, a form of the verb meaning to cut.) 

The prefix ec-, from Greek ek-, means out. (The Latin prefix, you will 
recall, is ex-.) Combine ec- with tome to derive the words for surgical 
procedures in which parts are “cut out,” or removed: tonsillectomy (the 
tonsils), appendectomy (the appendix), mastectomy (the breast), 
hysterectomy (the uterus), prostatectomy (the prostate), etc. 

Combine ec- with Greek kentron, center (the Latin root, as we have 
discovered, is centrum), to derive eccentric (8k-SEN’-trik)—out of the center, 
hence deviating from the normal in behavior, attitudes, etc., or 
unconventional, odd, strange. The noun is eccentricity (ek'-son-TRIS'-o-tee). 


2. more cuts 


The Greek prefix a- makes a root negative; the atom (AT'-om) was so 
named at a time when it was considered the smallest possible particle of 
an element, that is, one that could not be cut any further. (We have long 
since split the atom, of course, with results, as in most technological 
advances, both good and evil.) The adjective is atomic (8-TOM’-ik). 

The Greek prefix ana- has a number of meanings, one of which is up, as 
in anatomy (9-NAT'-o-mee), originally the cutting up of a plant or animal to 


determine its structure, later the bodily structure itself. The adjective is 
anatomical (an'-o-TOM"-o-kol). 

Originally any book that was part of a larger work of many volumes 
was called a tome (TOM)—etymologically, a part cut from the whole. 
Today, a tome designates, often disparagingly, an exceptionally large 
book, or one that is heavy and dull in content. 

The Greek prefix dicha-, in two, combines with tome to construct 
dichotomy (di-KOT'-o-mee), a splitting in two, a technical word used in 
astronomy, biology, botany, and the science of logic. It is also employed 
as a non-technical term, as when we refer to the dichotomy in the life of a 
man who is a government clerk all day and a night-school teacher after 
working hours, so that his life is, in a sense, split into two parts. The verb 
is dichotomize (di-KOT’-a-miz’); the adjective is dichotomous (di-KOT"'-a- 
mas). Dichotomous thinking is the sort that divides everything into two 
parts—good and bad; white and black; Democrats and Republicans; etc. 
An unknown wit has made this classic statement about dichotomous 
thinking: “There are two kinds of people: those who divide everything 
into two parts, and those who do not." 

Imagine a book, a complicated or massive report, or some other 
elaborate document—now figuratively cut on or through it so that you 
can get to its essence, the very heart of the idea contained in it. What you 
have is an epitome (2-PTI"-o-mee), a condensation of the whole. (From epi-, 
on, upon, plus torne.) 

An epitome may refer to a summary, condensation, or abridgment of 
language, as in “Let me have an epitome of the book,” or “Give me the 
epitome of his speech." 

More commonly, epitome and the verb epitomize (9-PTT'-o-miz^) are used 
in sentences like “She is the epitome of kindness," or “That one act 
epitomizes her philosophy of life." If you cut everything else away to get to 
the essential part, that part is a representative cross-section of the whole. 
So a woman who is the epitome of kindness stands for all people who are 
kind; and an act that epitomizes a philosophy of life represents, by itself, 
the complete philosophy. 


3. love and words 


Logos, we know, means science or study; it may also mean word or 
speech, as it does in philology (fo-LOL'-o-jee), etymologically the love of 
words (from Greek philein, to love, plus logos), or what is more commonly 
called linguistics (ling-GWIS’-tiks), the science of language, a term derived 
from Latin lingua, tongue. 

Can you write, and pronounce, the adjective form of philology? 


4. more love 


Philanthropy (fe-LAN’-thra-pee) is by etymology the love of mankind— 
one who devotes oneself to philanthropy is a philanthropist (fe-LAN’-thro- 
pist), as we learned in Chapter 3; the adjective is philanthropic (fil-ən- 
THROP^" ik). 

The verb philander (fo-LAN'-dor) to “play around" sexually, be 
promiscuous, or have extramarital relations, combines philein with andros, 
male. (Philandering, despite its derivation, is not of course exclusively the 
male province. The word is, in fact, derived from the proper name 
conventionally given to male lovers in plays and romances of the 1500s 
and 1600s.) One who engages in the interesting activities catalogued 
above is a philanderer (fo-LAN"-dor-or). 

By etymology, philosophy is the love of wisdom (Greek sophos, wise); 
Philadelphia is the City of Brotherly Love (Greek adelphos, brother); 
philharmonic is the love of music or harmony (Greek harmonia, harmony); 
and a philter, a rarely used word, is a love potion. Today we call whatever 
arouses sexual desire an aphrodisiac (af’-ra-DIZ’-ee-ak’), from Aphrodite, 
the Greek goddess of love and beauty. 

Aphrodisiac is an adjective as well as a noun, but a longer adjective 
form, aphrodisiacal (af'-ro-do-ZI'-o-kol), is also used. 

A bibliophile (BIB'-lee-o-fil') is one who loves books as collectibles, 
admiring their binding, typography, illustrations, rarity, etc.—in short, a 
book collector. The combining root is Greek biblion, book. 

An Anglophile (ANG'-glo-fil' admires and is fond of the British people, 
customs, culture, etc. The combining root is Latin Anglus, English. 


5. words and how they affect people 


The semanticist is professionally involved in semantics (so-MAN"-tiks). 
The adjective is semantic (so-MAN"-tik) or semantical (se-MAN"-to-kol). 

Semantics, like orthopedics, pediatrics, and obstetrics, is a singular noun 
despite the -s ending. Semantics is, not are, an exciting study. However, 
this rule applies only when we refer to the word as a science or area of 
study. In the following sentence, semantics is used as a plural: “The 
semantics of your thinking are all wrong." 

Two stimulating and highly readable books on the subject, well worth a 
visit to the library to pick up, are Language in Thought and Action, by S. I. 
Hayakawa, and People in Quandaries, by Dr. Wendell Johnson. 


6. how people live 


The profession of the sociologist is sociology (so'-shee-OL'-a-jee or so-see- 
OL’-a-jee). Can you write, and pronounce, the adjective? ee 

Sociology is built on Latin socius, companion,! plus logos, science, study. 
Socius is the source of such common words as associate, social, socialize, 
society, sociable, and antisocial; as well as asocial (ay-SO’-shal), which 
combines the negative prefix a- with socius. 

The antisocial person actively dislikes people, and often behaves in ways 
that are detrimental or destructive to society or the social order (anti-, 
against). 

On the other hand, someone who is asocial is withdrawn and self- 
centered, avoids contact with others, and feels completely indifferent to 
the interests or welfare of society. The asocial person doesn’t want to “get 
involved.” 


REVIEW OF ETYMOLOGY 


PREFIX, ROOT MEANING 
1. en- in 

ENGLISH WORD _ 
2. tome a cutting 


ENGLISH WORD 


3. in- 
ENGLISH WORD 
4. sectus 


ENGLISH WORD 


5. kentron (centrum) 


ENGLISH WORD 
6. a- 
ENGLISH WORD 
7. ana- 
ENGLISH WORD 
8. dicha- 
ENGLISH WORD 
9. epi- 
ENGLISH WORD 
10. logos 
ENGLISH WORD 
11. lingua 
ENGLISH WORD 
12. philein 
ENGLISH WORD 
13. sophos 
ENGLISH WORD 
14. adelphos 
ENGLISH WORD 


15. biblion 


in 


cut 


center 


not, negative 


up 


in two 


on, upon 


word, speech 


tongue 


to love 


wise 


brother 


book 


ENGLISH WORD 
16. Anglus 
ENGLISH WORD 
17. socius 
ENGLISH WORD 
18. anti- 


ENGLISH WORD 


USING THE WORDS 


Can you pronounce the words? (l) 


. eccentric 


atom 
. atomic 
. anatomy 


. anatomical 


0 MOAN DH AB Qo MN 2 


. tome 


= 
© 


. dichotomy 


= m 
N e 


Can you pronounce the words? (II) 


. entomology 


. entomological 


. eccentricity 


. dichotomous 


. dichotomize 


English 


companion 


against 


en’-tə-MOL’-ə-jee 
en’-tə-mə-LOJ’-ə-kəl 
ok-SEN"-trik 
ok'-son-TRIS'-o-tee 
A'T'-om 

9-TOM"-ik 
9-NAT'-o-mee 
an’-3-TOM’-a-kal 
TOM 
di-KOT'-o-mee 
di-KOT’-a-mas 
di-KOT'-o-miz 


1. epitome 9-PIT'-o-mee 


2. epitomize 9-PIT'-o-miz' 
3. philology fo-LOL'-2-jee 
4. philological fil'-o-LOJ"-o-kol 
5. linguistics ling-GWIS’-tiks 
6. philanthropy fa-LAN’-thra-pee 
7. philanthropist fa-LAN’-thra-pist 
8. philanthropic fil’-an-THROP”-ik 
9. philander fo-LAN'-dar 

10. philanderer fo-LAN'"-dar-ar 


Can you pronounce the words? (III) 


1. philter FIL'-tor 

2. aphrodisiac af’-ra-DIZ’-ee-ak’ 
3. aphrodisiacal af’-ro-da-ZI’-a-kal 
4. bibliophile BIB’-lee-o-fil’ 

5. Anglophile ANG’-glo-fil’ 

6. semantics so-MAN’-tiks 

7. semantic so-MAN’-tik 

8. semantical so-MAN’-ta-kal 


. so'-shee-OL'-o-jee or s0’-see-OL’-a- 
9. sociology 
jee 
ae s0’-shee-3-LOJ’-3-kal or s0’-see-a- 
10. sociological 
LOJ’-a-kal 


11. asocial ay-SO’-shal 


Can you work with the words? (l) 


d 


1. entomology physical structure 


"m b. summary; representation of the 
2. eccentricity 


whole 
c. science of the meanings and 

3. anatomy 

effects of words 
4. dichotomy d. linguistics 
5. epitome e. science dealing with insects 

f f. science of social structures and 

6. philology 

customs 
7. semantics g. charitable works 
8. sociology h. that which causes sexual arousal 


E i. strangeness; oddness; 
9. aphrodisiac CR 
unconventionality 


. j. condition or state of being split 
10. philanthropy 
into two parts 


KEY: 1-e, 2-i, 3-a, 4-j, 5-b, 6-d, 7—c, 8-f, 9-h, 10-g 


Can you work with the words? (II) 


1. 


f . a. dull, heavy book 
dichotomize 
2. epitomize b. love potion; aphrodisiac 
3. philander c. pertaining to the study of language 
4. philter d. one fond of British people, customs, etc. 
2. .. € pertaining to the science of group cultures, conventions, 
5. bibliophile 
etc. 


6. Anglophile f. to split in two 


7. asocial g. withdrawn from contact with people 
8. tome h. book collector 
9. . f 
1. to summarize 
philological 
10. 


. . j. to engage in extramarital sex 
sociological 


KEY: 1-f, 2-i, 3-j, 4—b, 5-h, 6-d, 7-g, 8-a, 9-c, 10-e 


Do you understand the words? 


1. Is a philanderer likely to be faithful to a spouse? 


YES | NO 
2. Did Dr. Jekyll-Mr. Hyde lead a dichotomous existence? 
YES | NO 


3. Is an egoist the epitome of selfishness? 


YES | NO 
4. Is a philanthropist antisocial? 
YES NO 


5. Is an aphrodisiac intended to reduce sexual interest? 
YES | NO 

6. Is a bibliophile's chief aim the enjoyment of literature? 
YES | NO 

7. Does a philologist understand etymology? 
YES | NO 


8. Is a semanticist interested in more than the dictionary meanings of 
words? 
YES | NO 
9. Is an asocial person interested in improving social conditions? 
YES | NO 
10. Is a light novel considered a tome? 
YES | NO 


KEY: 1-no, 2-yes, 3-yes, 4-no, 5-no, 6-no, 7-yes, 8-yes, 9-no, 10-no 


Can you recall the words? 


1. pertaining to the study of social customs (adj.) 


6. pertaining to the study of insects (adj.) 
7. one who admires British customs 
7.A o o yoyo 
8. smallest particle, so-called 
8& A Z o o o o o oo 
9. pertaining to the structure of a body (adj.) 
9A —  — 
10. a dull, heavy book 
11. split in two (adj.) 
HD .--—— 
12. to split in two 
12.D |. | |. 
13. a condensation, summary, or representation of the whole 


15. 


16. 


17. 


18. 


19. 


20. 


pertaining to charitable activities (adj.) 


KEY: 


l-sociological, 2-semantic or semantical, 3-bibliophile, 4- 
philander, 5-philological, 6-entomological, 7-Anglophile, 8-atom, 
9-anatomical, 10-tome, 11-dichotomous, 12-dichotomize, 13- 
epitome, 14-epitomize, 15-philanthropic,  16-eccentric, 17- 
philanderer, 18-aphrodisiac or aphrodisiacal, 19-sociology, 20- 
asocial 


CHAPTER REVIEW 


A. Do you recognize the words? 


1. Student of the stars and other heavenly phenomena: 
(a) geologist, (b) astronomer, (c) anthropologist 
2. Student of plant life: 
(a) botanist, (b) zoologist, (c) biologist 
3. Student of insect life: 
(a) sociologist, (b) entomologist, (c) etymologist 
4. Student of the meaning and psychology of words: 
(a) philologist, (b) semanticist, (c) etymologist 
5. Analysis of living tissue: 
(a) autopsy, (b) biopsy, (c) autonomy 
6. That which arouses sexual desire: 
(a) zodiac, (b) bibliophile, (c) aphrodisiac 
7. Self-governing: 
(a) autobiographical, (b) autonomous, (c) dichotomous 
8. Part that represents the whole: 
(a) epitome, (b) dichotomy, (c) metronome 
9. One who physically travels in space: 
(a) astronomer, (b) astrologer, (c) astronaut 
10. One who has extramarital affairs: 
(a) cosmonaut, (b) philanderer, (c) philanthropist 


KEY: 1-b, 2-a, 3-b, 4-b, 5-b, 6-c, 7-b, 8-a, 9-c, 10-b 


B. Can you recognize roots? 


ROOT 

1. anthropos 

EXAMPLE anthropology 
2. logos 

EXAMPLE philology 

3. astron 

EXAMPLE astronomy 
4. nautes 

EXAMPLE astronaut 
5. nomos 

EXAMPLE metronome 
6. autos 

EXAMPLE autonomy 
7. ge (geo-) 

EXAMPLE geology 
8. graphein 

EXAMPLE biography 
9. opsis, optikos 

EXAMPLE autopsy 


10. zoion 


MEANING 


EXAMPLE Zodiac 

11. tome 

EXAMPLE entomology 
12. sectus 

EXAMPLE insect 

13. lingua 

EXAMPLE linguistics 


14. philein 


EXAMPLE philanthropy 


15. sophos 

EXAMPLE philosophy 
16. biblion 

EXAMPLE bibliophile 
17. Anglus 

EXAMPLE Anglophile 
18. socius 

EXAMPLE Sociology 
19. logos 

EXAMPLE biology 
20. bios 


EXAMPLE biopsy 


KEY: | 1-mankind, 2-word, speech, 3-star, 4-sailor, 5-law, order, 
arrangement, 6-self, 7-earth, 8-to write, 9-view, vision, sight, 10- 
animal, 11-a cutting, 12-cut, 13-tongue, 14-to love, 15-wise, 16- 
book, 17-English, 18-companion, 19-science, study, 20-life 


TEASER QUESTIONS FOR THE AMATEUR ETYMOLOGIST 


1. Recalling the root sophos, wise, and thinking of the English word 
moron, write the name given to a second-year student in high school or 
college: Etymologically, what does this word mean? 


. 2. Based on the root sophos, what word means worldly-wise? 
~ 8. Thinking of bibliophile; define bibliomaniac: — —— - 

4. These three words, based on lingua, tongue, use prefixes we have 
discussed. Can you define each one? 


(a) monolingual 
(b) bilingual 
(c) trilingual 
Can you, now, guess at the meaning of multilingual? 
How about linguist? —  . | . 
What do you suppose the Latin root multus means? 
(Think of multitude.) 


5. With Anglophile as your model, can you figure out what country and 
its people, customs, etc. each of the following admires? 


(a) Francophile 
(b) Russophile 
(c) Hispanophile 
(d) Germanophile 
(e) Nipponophile 


(f) Sinophile 


6. Using roots you have learned, and with bibliophile as your model, can 
you construct a word for: 


(a) one who loves males: 
(b) one who loves women: 
(c) one who loves children: 


(d) one who loves animals: 


(e) one who loves plants: 


(Answers in Chapter 18) 


WHERE TO GET NEW IDEAS 


People with superior vocabularies, I have submitted, are the people 
with ideas. The words they know are verbal symbols of the ideas they are 
familiar with—reduce one and you must reduce the other, for ideas 
cannot exist without verbalization. Freud once had an idea—and had to 
coin a whole new vocabulary to make his idea clear to the world. Those 
who are familiar with Freud's theories know all the words that explain 
them—the unconscious, the ego, the id, the superego, rationalization, Oedipus 
complex, and so on. Splitting the atom was once a new idea—anyone 
familiar with it knew something about fission, isotope, radioactive, 
cyclotron, etc. 

Remember this: your vocabulary indicates the alertness and range of 
your mind. The words you know show the extent of your understanding of 
what’s going on in the world. The size of your vocabulary varies directly 
with the degree to which you are growing intellectually. 

You have covered so far in this book several hundred words. Having 
learned these words, you have begun to think of an equal number of new 
ideas. A new word is not just another pattern of syllables with which to 
clutter up your mind—a new word is a new idea to help you think, to help 
you understand the thoughts of others, to help you express your own 
thoughts, to help you live a richer intellectual life. 


Realizing these facts, you may become impatient. You will begin to 
doubt that a book like this can cover all the ideas that an alert and 
intellectually mature adult wishes to be acquainted with. Your doubt is 
well-founded. 

One of the chief purposes of this book is to get you started, to give you 
enough of a push so that you will begin to gather momentum, to stimulate 
you enough so that you will want to start gathering your own ideas. 

Where can you gather them? From good books on new topics. 

How can you gather them? By reading on a wide range of new subjects. 

Reference has repeatedly been made to psychology, psychiatry, and 
psychoanalysis in these pages. If your curiosity has been piqued by these 
references, here is a good place to start. In these fields there is a 
tremendous and exciting literature—and you can read as widely and as 
deeply as you wish. 

What I would like to do is offer a few suggestions as to where you might 
profitably begin—how far you go will depend on your own interest. 

I suggest, first, half a dozen older books (older, but still immensely 
valuable and completely valid) available at any large public library. 

The Human Mind, by Karl A. Menninger 

Mind and Body, by Flanders Dunbar 

The Mind in Action, by Eric Berne 

Understandable Psychiatry, by Leland E. Hinsie 

A General Introduction to Psychoanalysis, by Sigmund Freud 

Emotional Problems of Living, by O. Spurgeon English and Gerald H. J. 
Pearson 


Next, I suggest books on some of the newer approaches in psychology. 
These are available in inexpensive paperback editions as well as at your 
local library. 

I Ain't Well—But I Sure Am Better, by Jess Lair, Ph.D. 

The Disowned Self, by Nathaniel Brandon 

A Primer of Behavioral Psychology, by Adelaide Bry 

I'm OK—You're OK, by Thomas A. Harris, M.D. 

Freedom to Be and Man the Manipulator, by Everett L. Shostrum 

Games People Play, by Eric Berne, M.D. 

Love and Orgasm, Pleasure and The Language of the Body, by Alexander 
Lowen, M.D. 

The Transparent Self, by Sydney M. Jourard 


Don't Say Yes When You Want to Say No, by Herbert Fensterheim and 
Jean Baer 

Gestalt Therapy Verbatim, by Frederick S. Perls 

Born to Win, by Muriel James and Dorothy Jongeward 

Joy and Here Comes Everybody, by William C. Schutz 

The Fifty-Minute Hour, by Robert Lindner 


(End of Session 13) 


1 Companion itself has an interesting etymology—Latin com-, with, plus panis, bread. If you are 
social, you enjoy breaking bread with companions. Pantry also comes from panis, though far more 


than bread is stored there. 


—— Brief Intermission Four 


HOW TO AVOID BEING A PURIST 


Life, as you no doubt realize, is complicated enough these days. Yet 
puristic textbooks and English teachers with puristic ideas are 
striving to make it still more complicated. Their contribution to the 
complexity of modern living is the repeated claim that many of the 
natural, carefree, and popular expressions that most of us use every 
day are “bad English,” “incorrect grammar,” “vulgar,” or “illiterate.” 

In truth, many of the former restrictions and “thou shalt nots” of 
academic grammar are now outmoded—most educated speakers 
quite simply ignore them. 

Students in my grammar classes at Rio Hondo College are 
somewhat nonplused when they discover that correctness is not 
determined by textbook rules and cannot be enforced by 
schoolteacher edict. They invariably ask: “Aren’t you going to draw 
the line somewhere?” 

It is neither necessary nor possible for any one person to “draw 
the line.” That is done—and quite effectively—by the people 
themselves, by the millions of educated people throughout the 
nation. 

Of course certain expressions may be considered “incorrect” or 
“illiterate” or “bad grammar"—not because they violate puristic 
rules, but only because they are rarely if ever used by educated 
speakers. 

Correctness, in short, is determined by current educated usage. 


The following notes on current trends in modern usage are 
intended to help you come to a decision about certain controversial 
expressions. As you read each sentence, pay particular attention to 
the italicized word or words. Does the usage square with your own 
language patterns? Would you be willing to phrase your thoughts in 
just such terms? Decide whether the sentence is “right” or “wrong,” 
then compare your conclusions with the opinions given after the 
test. 


TEST YOURSELF 


1. Let's not walk any further right now. 
RIGHT | WRONG 
2. Some people admit that their principle goal in life is to become 
wealthy. 
RIGHT WRONG 
3. What a nice thing to say! 
RIGHT | WRONG 
4. He’s pretty sick today. 
RIGHT WRONG 
5. I feel awfully sick. 
RIGHT WRONG 
6. Are you going to invite Doris and I to your party? 
RIGHT |= WRONG 


1. Let’s not walk any further right now. 

RIGHT. In the nineteenth century, when professional grammarians 
attempted to Latinize English grammar, an artificial distinction was 
drawn between farther and further, to wit: farther refers to space, 
further means to a greater extent or additional. Today, as a result, 
many teachers who are still under the forbidding influence of 
nineteenth-century restrictions insist that it is incorrect to use one 
word for the other. 


To check on current attitudes toward this distinction, I sent the 
test sentence above to a number of dictionary editors, authors, and 
professors of English, requesting their opinion of the acceptability of 
further in reference to actual distance. Sixty out of eighty-seven 
professors, over two thirds of those responding, accepted the usage 
without qualification. Of twelve dictionary editors, eleven accepted 
further, and in the case of the authors, thirteen out of twenty-three 
accepted the word as used. A professor of English at Cornell 
University remarked: *I know of no justification for any present-day 
distinction between further and farther"; and a consulting editor of 
the Funk and Wagnalls dictionary said, “There is nothing 
controversial here. As applied to spatial distance, further and farther 
have long been interchangeable." 

Perhaps the comment of a noted author and columnist is most to 
the point: “I like both further and farther, as I have never been able 
to tell which is which or why one is any farther or further than the 
other." 

2. Some people admit that their principle goal in life is to become 
wealthy. 

WRONG. In speech, you can get principal and principle confused as 
often as you like, and no one will ever know the difference—both 
words are pronounced identically. In writing, however, your 
spelling will give you away. 

There is a simple memory trick that will help you if you get into 
trouble with these two words. Rule and principle both end in -le— 
and a principle is a rule. On the other hand, principal contains an a, 
and so does main—and principal means main. Get these points 
straight and your confusion is over. 

Heads of schools are called principals, because they are the main 
person in that institution of learning. The money you have in the 
bank is your principal, your main financial assets. And the stars of a 
play are principals—the main actors. 

Thus, *Some people admit that their principal (main) goal in life is 
to become wealthy," but "Such a principle (rule) is not guaranteed to 
lead to happiness." 


3. What a nice thing to say! 

RIGHT. Purists object to the popular use of nice as a synonym for 
pleasant, agreeable, or delightful. They wish to restrict the word to its 
older and more erudite meaning of exact or subtle. You will be 
happy to hear that they aren't getting anywhere. 

When I polled a group of well-known authors on the acceptability 
in everyday speech of the popular meaning of nice, their opinions 
were unanimous; not a single dissenting voice, out of the twenty- 
three authors who answered, was raised against the usage. One 
writer responded: “It has been right for about 150 years ..." 

Editors of magazines and newspapers questioned on the same 
point were just a shade more conservative. Sixty out of sixty-nine 
accepted the usage. One editor commented: “I think we do not have 
to be nice about nice any longer. No one can eradicate it from 
popular speech as a synonym for pleasant, or enjoyable, or kind, or 
courteous. It is a workhorse of the vocabulary, and properly so." 

The only valid objection to the word is that it is overworked by 
some people, but this shows a weakness in vocabulary rather than in 
grammar. 

As in the famous story of the editor who said to her secretary: 
"There are two words I wish you would stop using so much. One is 
‘nice’ and the other is ‘lousy.’ ” 

“Okay,” said the secretary, who was eager to please. “What are 
they?" 

4. He's pretty sick today. 

RIGHT. One of the purist's pet targets of attack is the word pretty as 
used in the sentence under discussion. Yet all modern dictionaries 
accept such use of pretty, and a survey made by a professor at the 
University of Wisconsin showed that the usage is established 
English. 

5. I feel awfully sick. 

RIGHT. Dictionaries accept this usage in informal speech and the 
University of Wisconsin survey showed that it is established English. 

The great popularity of awfully in educated speech is no doubt 
due to the strong and unique emphasis that the word gives to an 


adjective—substitute very, quite, extremely, or severely and you 
considerably weaken the force. 

On the other hand, it is somewhat less than cultivated to say “I 
feel awful sick," and the wisdom of using awfully to intensify a 
pleasant concept (*What an awfully pretty child"; "That book is 
awfully interesting") is perhaps still debatable, though getting less 
and less so as the years go on. 

6. Are you going to invite Doris and I to your party? 

WRONG. Some people are almost irresistibly drawn to the pronoun I 
in constructions like this one. However, not only does such use of I 
violate a valid and useful grammatical principle, but, more 
important, it is rarely heard in educated speech. The meaning of the 
sentence is equally clear no matter which form of the pronoun is 
employed, of course, but the use of I, the less popular choice, may 
stigmatize the speaker as uneducated. 

Consider it this way: You would normally say, *Are you going to 
invite me to your party?" It would be wiser, therefore, to say, “Are 
you going to invite Doris and me to your party?” 


HOW TO TALK ABOUT LIARS AND LYING 


(Sessions 14—17) 


TEASER PREVIEW 


What kind of liar are you if you: 

have developed a reputation for falsehood? 
are particularly skillful? 

cannot be reformed? 

have become habituated to your vice? 
started to lie from the moment of your birth? 
always lie? 

cannot distinguish fact from fancy? 

suffer no pangs of conscience? 

are suspiciously smooth and fluent in your lying? 
tell vicious lies? 


SESSION 14 


It was the famous Greek philosopher and cynic Diogenes who went 
around the streets of Athens, lantern in hand, looking for an honest 
person. 

This was over two thousand years ago, but I presume that 
Diogenes would have as little success in his search today. Lying 
seems to be an integral weakness of mortal character—I doubt that 
few human beings would be so brash as to claim that they have 
never in their lives told at least a partial untruth. Indeed, one 
philologist goes so far as to theorize that language must have been 
invented for the sole purpose of deception. Perhaps so. It is certainly 
true that animals seem somewhat more honest than humans, maybe 
because they are less gifted mentally. 

Why do people lie? To increase their sense of importance, to 
escape punishment, to gain an end that would otherwise be denied 
them, out of long-standing habit, or sometimes because they 
actually do not know the difference between fact and fancy. These 
are the common reasons for falsification. No doubt there are other, 
fairly unique, motives that impel people to distort the truth. And, to 
come right down to it, can we always be certain what is true and 
what is false? 

If lying is a prevalent and all-too-human phenomenon, there 
would of course be a number of interesting words to describe 
different types of liars. 

Let us pretend (not to get personal, but only to help you become 
personally involved in the ideas and words) that you are a liar. 

The question is, what kind of liar are you? 


IDEAS 


1. you don't fool even some of the people 


Everybody knows your propensity for avoiding facts. You have 
built so solid and unsavory a reputation that only a stranger is likely 
to be misled—and then, not for long. 


A notorious liar 


2. to the highest summits of artistry 


Your ability is top-drawer—rarely does anyone lie as convincingly 
or as artistically as you do. Your skill has, in short, reached the 
zenith of perfection. Indeed, your mastery of the art is so great that 
your lying is almost always crowned with success—and you have no 
trouble seducing an unwary listener into believing that you are 
telling gospel truth. 


A consummate liar 


3. beyond redemption or salvation 


You are impervious to correction. Often as you may be caught in 
your fabrications, there is no reforming you—you go right on lying 
despite the punishment, embarrassment, or unhappiness that your 
distortions of truth may bring upon you. 


An incorrigible liar 


4. too old to learn new tricks 


You are the victim of firmly fixed and deep-rooted habits. Telling 
untruths is as frequent and customary an activity as brushing your 
teeth in the morning, or having toast and coffee for breakfast, or 
lighting up a cigarette after dinner (if you are a smoker). And almost 
as reflexive. 


An inveterate liar 


5. an early start 


You have such a long history of persistent falsification that one 
can only suspect that your vice started when you were reposing in 
your mother's womb. In other words, and allowing for a great deal 
of exaggeration for effect, you have been lying from the moment of 
your birth. 


A congenital liar 


6. no letup 


You never stop lying. While normal people lie on occasion, and 
often for special reasons, you lie continually—not occasionally or 
even frequently, but over and over. 


A chronic liar 


7. a strange disease 


You are not concerned with the difference between truth and 
falsehood; you do not bother to distinguish fact from fantasy. In 
fact, your lying is a disease that no antibiotic can cure. 


A pathological liar 


8. no regrets 


You are completely without a conscience. No matter what misery 
your fabrications may cause your innocent victims, you never feel 
the slightest twinge of guilt. Totally unscrupulous, you are a 
dangerous person to get mixed up with. 


An unconscionable liar 


9. smooth! 


Possessed of a lively imagination and a ready tongue, you can 
distort facts as smoothly and as effortlessly as you can say your 
name. But you do not always get away with your lies. 

Ironically enough, it is your very smoothness that makes you 
suspect: your answers are too quick to be true. Even if we can't 
immediately catch you in your lies, we have learned from unhappy 
past experience not to suspend our critical faculties when you are 
talking. We admire your nimble wit, but we listen with a skeptical 
ear. 


A glib liar 


10. outstanding! 


Lies, after all, are bad—they are frequently injurious to other 
people, and may have a particularly dangerous effect on you as a 
liar. At best, if you are caught you suffer some embarrassment. At 
worst, if you succeed in your deception your character becomes 
warped and your sense of values suffers. Almost all lies are harmful; 
some are no less than vicious. 

If you are one type of liar, all your lies are vicious—calculatedly, 
predeterminedly, coldly, and advisedly vicious. In short, your lies 
are so outstandingly hurtful that people gasp in amazement and 
disgust at hearing them. 


An egregious liar 


In this chapter the ten basic words revolve rather closely around a 
central core. Each one, however, has a distinct, a unique meaning, a 
special implication. Note the differences. 

TYPE OF LIAR SPECIAL IMPLICATION 


1. notorious famous—or infamous—for lying; 


tendency to falsify is well-known 


2. consummate great skill 
- too far gone to be reformed—impervious 
3. incorrigible TE 
to rehabilitation 
4. inveterate lying has become a deep-rooted habit 


lying had very early beginnings—as if 


5. congenital 
from birth 


6. chronic over and over 


an irresistible compulsion to lie—often 
7. pathological EE 
for no rational reason; lying is a disease 


8. unconscionable lack of regret or remorse 
9. glib great smoothness 
10. egregious viciousness of the lies 


These ten expressive adjectives, needless to say, are not restricted 
to lying or liars. Note their general meanings: 


well-known for some bad quality—a 
1. notorious 
notorious philanderer 


perfect, highly skilled—consummate 
2. consummate 
artistry at the keyboard 


3. incorrigible beyond reform—an incorrigible optimist 


long-accustomed, deeply habituated— 
an inveterate smoker (this adjective, like 
4. inveterate 
notorious, usually has an unfavorable 


connotation) 


5 


6 


7 


8. unconscionable 


9 


10 


. congenital 


. chronic 


. pathological 


. glib 


. egregious 


happening at or during birth-a 
congenital deformity 

going on for a long time, or occurring 
again and again—chronic appendicitis 
diseased—a pathological condition 
without pangs of conscience- 
unconscionable cruelty to children 
smooth, suspiciously fluent-a glib 
witness 

outstandingly bad or vicious-an 


egregious error 


With the exception of consummate and congenital, all ten adjectives 
have strongly derogatory implications and are generally used to 
describe people, characteristics, or conditions we disapprove of. 


USING THE WORDS 


Can you pronounce the words? 


1 
2 
3 
4. 
9 
6 


. notorious 

. consummate 
. incorrigible 
inveterate 

. congenital 


. chronic 


no-TAWR'-ee-os 
KAHN"-so-mot 
in-KAWR’-3-ja-bal 
in-VET'-o-rot 
kon-JEN'-o-tol 
KRON’-ik 


7. pathological 
8. unconscionable 
9. glib 

10. egregious 


Can you work with the words? 
1. notorious 
2. consummate 


. incorrigible 

. inveterate 

. congenital 
chronic 

. pathological 

. unconscionable 


glib 


O o NONNA W 


10. egregious 


path’-ə-LOJ’-ə-kəl 
un-KON’-shə-nə-bəl 
GLIB 

9-GREE"-jos 


a. beyond reform 


b. continuing over a long period 


of time; recurring 
c. diseased 
d. from long-standing habit 
e. suspiciously smooth 
f. without conscience or scruples 
g. outstandingly bad or vicious 
h. unfavorably known 
i. from birth 


j. finished, perfect, artistic 


KEY: 1-h, 2-j, 3-a, 4-d, 5-i, 6-b, 7-c, 8-f, 9-e, 10-g 


Do you understand the words? 


1. Do people become notorious for good acts? 
YES | NO 
2. Is Beethoven considered a consummate musical genius? 
YES | NO 
3. If a criminal is truly incorrigible, is there any point in attempting 
rehabilitation? 
YES | NO 
4. Does an inveterate smoker smoke only occasionally? 
YES | NO 
5. Is a congenital deformity one that occurs late in life? 
YES | NO 
6. Is a chronic invalid ill much of the time? 
YES | NO 
7. Is a pathological condition normal and healthy? 
YES | NO 
8. If a person commits an unconscionable act of cruelty, is there any 
regret, remorse, or guilt? 


YES | NO 
9. Is a glib talker awkward and hesitant in speech? 
YES | NO 


10. Is an egregious error very bad? 
YES | NO 


KEY: 1-no, 2-yes, 3-no, 4-no, 5-no, 6-yes, 7-no, 8-no, 9-no, 10- 
yes 


Can you recall the words? 


1. outstandingly vicious; so bad as to be in a class by itself 
1.E 

2. starting at birth 
2:-€ 

3. happening over and over again; continuing for a long time 
3.C 

4. widely and unfavorably known (as for antisocial acts, character 

weaknesses, immoral or unethical behavior, etc.) 

4.N 

5. beyond correction 
5.4 

6. smooth and persuasive; unusually, almost suspiciously, fluent 
6.G 

7. long addicted to a habit 
ZI 

8. perfect in the practice of an art; extremely skillful 
8.C 

9. unscrupulous; entirely without conscience 
9. U 

10. diseased 
10. P 


KEY: l-egregious, 2-congenital, 3-chronic, 4-notorious, 5- 
incorrigible,  6-glib,  7-inveterate, 8-consummate, 9- 
unconscionable, 10-pathological 


Can you use the words? 


As a result of the tests you are taking, you are becoming more and 
more familiar with these ten valuable and expressive words. Now, as 
a further check on your learning, write the word that best fits each 
blank. 


1. This person has gambled, day in and day out, for as long as 
anyone can remember—gambling has become a deep-rooted 
habit. 


1. An gambler 

2. Born with a clubfoot 
2.A deformity 

3. Someone known the world over for criminal acts 
3.A criminal 


4. An invading army kills, maims, and tortures without mercy, 
compunction, or regret. 
4. acts of cruelty 
5. The suspect answers the detective’s questions easily, fluently, 
almost too smoothly. 


9. responses 
6. A person reaches the acme of perfection as an actress or actor. 
6.A performer 


7. No one can change someone's absurdly romantic attitude toward 
life. 
7. An romantic 
8. A mistake so bad that it defies description 


8. An blunder 
9. Drunk almost all the time, again and again and again—periods 
of sobriety are few and very, very far between 
9.A alcoholic 
10. Doctors find a persistent, dangerous infection in the bladder 
10. A condition 


KEY: 1-inveterate, 2-congenital, 3-notorious, 4—-unconscionable, 5- 
glib, 6-consummate, 7-incorrigible, 8-egregious, 9-chronic, 
10-pathological 


(End of Session 14) 


SESSION 15 


ORIGINS AND RELATED WORDS 


1. well-known 


^Widely but unfavorably known" is the common definition for 
notorious. Just as a notorious liar is well-known for unreliable 
statements, so a notorious gambler, a notorious thief, or a notorious 
killer has achieved a wide reputation for some form of antisocial 
behavior. The noun is notoriety (n6-ta-RI’-a-tee). 

The derivation is from Latin notus, known, from which we also get 
noted. It is an interesting characteristic of some words that a change 
of syllables can alter the emotional impact. Thus, an admirer of 
certain business executives will speak of them as “noted 
industrialists”; these same people’s enemies will call them “notorious 
exploiters.” Similarly, if we admire a man’s or a woman’s 
unworldliness, we refer to it by the complimentary term childlike; 
but if we are annoyed by the trait, we describe it, derogatively, as 
childish. Change “-like” to “-ish” and our emotional tone undergoes a 
complete reversal. 


2. plenty of room at the top 


The top of a mountain is called, as you know, the summit, a word 
derived from Latin summus, highest, which also gives us the 
mathematical term sum, as in addition. A consummate artist has 
reached the very highest point of perfection; and to consummate 
(KAHN'-so-mot) a marriage, a business deal, or a contract is, 


etymologically, to bring it to the highest point; that is, to put the 
final touches to it, to bring it to completion. 

[Note how differently consummate (KAHN"-so-mot), the adjective, 
is pronounced from the verb to consummate (KAHN’-sa-mat)]. 

Nouns are formed from adjectives by the addition of the noun 
suffix -ness:  sweet—sweetness; simple—simpleness; | envious— 
enviousness; etc. 

Many adjectives, however, have alternate noun forms, and the 
adjective consummate is one of them. To make a noun out of 
consummate, add either -ness or -acy; consummateness (KAHN"-sa- 
mot-nos) or consummacy (KAHN"-so-mo-see). 

Verbs ending in -ate invariably tack on the noun suffix -ion to 
form nouns: create—creation; evaluate—evaluation; etc. 

Can you write the noun form of the verb to consummate? 


3. no help 


Call people incorrigible (in-KAWR'-o-jo-bal) if they do anything to 
excess, and if all efforts to correct or reform them are to no avail. 
Thus, one can be an incorrigible idealist, an incorrigible criminal, an 
incorrigible optimist, or an incorrigible philanderer. The word derives 
from Latin corrigo, to correct or set straight, plus the negative prefix 
in-. (This prefix, depending on the root it precedes, may be negative, 
may intensify the root, as in invaluable, or may mean in.) 

The noun is  incorrigibility — (in-kawr'-a-jo-BIL'-o-tee) or, 
alternatively, incorrigibleness. 


4. veterans 


Inveterate, from Latin vetus, old,! generally indicates disapproval. 

Inveterate gamblers have grown old in the habit, etymologically 
speaking; inveterate drinkers have been imbibing for so long that 
they, too, have formed old, well-established habits; and inveterate 


liars have been lying for so long, and their habits are by now so 
deep-rooted, that one can scarcely remember (the word implies) 
when they ever told the truth. 

The noun is inveteracy (in-VET'-or-o-see) or inveterateness. 

A veteran (VET'-o-ron), as of the Armed Forces, grew older serving 
the country; otherwise a veteran is an old hand at the game (and 
therefore skillful). The word is both a noun and an adjective: a 
veteran at (or in) swimming, tennis, police work, business, 
negotiations, diplomacy—or a veteran actor, teacher, diplomat, 
political reformer. 


5. birth 


Greek genesis, birth or origin, a root we discovered in discussing 
psychogenic (Chapter 5), is the source of a great many English words. 

Genetics (ja-NET’-iks) is the science that treats of the transmission 
of hereditary characteristics from parents to offspring. The scientist 
specializing in the field is a geneticist (ja-NET’-2-sist), the adjective is 
genetic (ja-NET’-ik). The particle in the chromosome of the germ cell 
containing a hereditary characteristic is a gene (JEEN). 

Genealogy (jeen’-ee-AL’-a-jee) is the study of family trees or 
ancestral origins (logos, study). The practitioner is a genealogist 
(jeen’-ee-AL’-2-jist). Can you form the adjective? 

(And can you pronounce it?) 

The genital (GEN'-a-tol), or sexual, organs are involved in the 
process of conception and birth. The genesis (JEN'-o-sis) of anything 
—a plan, idea, thought, career, etc.—is its beginning, birth, or 
origin, and Genesis, the first book of the Old Testament, describes 
the creation, or birth, of the universe. 

Congenital is constructed by combining the prefix con-, with or 
together, and the root genesis, birth. 

So a congenital defect, deformity, condition, etc. occurs during the 
nine-month birth process (or period of gestation, to become 
technical). Hereditary (ho-RED'"-o-tair"ee) characteristics, on the 


other hand, are acquired at the moment of conception. Thus, eye 
color, nose shape, hair texture, and other such qualities are 
hereditary; they are determined by the genes in the germ cells of the 
mother and father. But a thalidomide baby resulted from the use of 
the drug by a pregnant woman, so the deformities were congenital. 

Congenital is used both literally and figuratively. Literally, the 
word generally refers to some medical deformity or abnormality 
occurring during gestation. Figuratively, it wildly exaggerates, for 
effect, the very early existence of some quality: congenital liar, 
congenital fear of the dark, etc. 


REVIEW OF ETYMOLOGY 


PREFIX, ROOT MEANING 
1. notus known 
ENGLISH WORD 
2. summus highest 
ENGLISH WORD 
3. corrigo to correct, set straight 
ENGLISH WORD 
4. vetus old 
ENGLISH WORD 
5. senex old 
ENGLISH WORD 
6. genesis birth, origin 
ENGLISH WORD 


7. logos science, study 


ENGLISH WORD 
8. in- negative prefix 


ENGLISH WORD 


USING THE WORDS 


Can you pronounce the words? 


. notoriety no-to-RI--o-tee 
. to consummate (v.) KON’-so-mayt’ 
kon-SUM’-9-see 


kon’-so-MAY’-shon 


. consummacy 
. consummation 


in-kawr"-o-jo-BIL'-o-tee 


1 
2 
3 
4 
5. incorrigibility 
6 
7 
8 
9 


. inveteracy in-VET'-o-ro-see 

. Veteran VET'-o2-ron 

. genetics jo-NET’-iks 

. geneticist jo-NET’-9-sist 
10. genetic jo-NET’-ik 
11. gene JEEN 
12. genealogy jee’-nee-AL’-a-jee 
13. genealogist jee’-nee-AL’-2-jist 
14. genealogical jee’-nee-3-LOJ’-a-kal 
15. genital JEN"-o-tol 
16. genesis JEN"-o-sis 


17 


Can you work with the words? 


On Ui A OQ 


10. 


11. 


. hereditary 


. notoriety 
. to consummate (v.) 


. consummacy 
. incorrigibility 
. inveteracy 


. genetics 


. genealogy 


. genital 


. genesis 


hereditary 


gene 


ho-RED'-o-tair'-ee 


a. state of artistic height 


b. state of being long established 


in a habit 
c. beginning, origin 
d. science of heredity 
e. bring to completion; top off 
f. study of ancestry 


g. referring to characteristics 
passed on to offspring by 


parents 

h. referring to reproduction, or to 
the reproductive or sexual 
organs 

i. ill fame 

j. particle that transmits 
hereditary characteristics 

k. state of being beyond reform 


Or correction 


KEY: 1-i, 2-e, 3-a, 4-k, 5-b, 6-d, 7-f, 8-h, 9c, 10-g, 11-j 


Do you understand the words? 


1. 


11. 


12. 


Does notoriety usually come to perpetrators of mass murders? 
YES | NO 


. Is the product of a consummately skillful counterfeiter likely to 


be taken as genuine? 
YES | NO 


. Is incorrigibility in a criminal a sign that rehabilitation is 


possible? 
YES | NO 


. Is a geneticist interested in your parents' characteristics? 


YES NO 


. Does inveteracy suggest that a habit is new? 


YES NO 


. When you consummate a deal, do you back out of it? 


YES NO 


. Is a veteran actress long experienced at her art? 


YES NO 


. Do genes determine heredity? 


YES NO 


. Is a genealogist interested in your family origins? 


YES NO 


. Are the genital organs used in reproduction? 


YES | NO 

Is the genesis of something the final point? 

YES | NO 

Are hereditary characteristics derived from parents? 


YES 


NO 


KEY: 1-yes, 2-yes, 3-no, 4-yes, 5-no, 6-no, 7-yes, 8-yes, 9-yes, 
10-yes, 11-no, 12-yes 


Can you recall the words? 


1. sexual; reproductive 
1.G 
2. to complete 
2: € 
3. wide and unfavorable reputation 
3. N 
4. particle in the chromosome of a cell that transmits a 
characteristic from parent to offspring 
4. G 
5. completion 
5. C 
6. inability to be reformed 
6.I 
7. the science that deals with the transmission of characteristics 
from parents to children 
7.G 
8. referring to a quality or characteristic that is inherited (adj. ) 
8. H 
9. beginning or origin 
9.G 
10. student of family roots or origins 
10. G 
11. height of skill or artistry 
11.C or C 
12. transmitted by heredity 


12. G 

13. quality of a habit that has been established over many years 
13.I or I 

14. a person long experienced at a profession, art, or business 
14. V 

15. pertaining to a study of family origins (adj.) 
15. G 


KEY: 


l-genital, 2-consummate,  3-notoriety, 4-gene, 5- 
consummation, 6-incorrigibility, 7-genetics, 8-hereditary, 9- 
genesis, 10-genealogist, 11-consummacy or consummateness, 
12-genetic, 13-inveteracy or inveterateness, 14-veteran, 15- 
genealogical 


(End of Session 15) 


SESSION 16 


ORIGINS AND RELATED WORDS 


1. of time and place 


A chronic liar lies constantly, again and again and again; a chronic 
invalid is ill time after time, frequently, repeatedly. The derivation 
of the word is Greek chronos, time. The noun form is chronicity (kro- 
NIS'-o-tee). 

An anachronism (9-NAK'-ro-niz-om) is someone or something out 
of time, out of date, belonging to a different era, either earlier or 
later. (The prefix ana- like a-, is negative.) The adjective is 
anachronous (8-NAK’-re-nas) or anachronistic (9-nak'-ro-NIS"-tik). 

Wander along Fifty-ninth Street and Central Park in Manhattan 
some Sunday. You will see horse-drawn carriages with top-hatted 
coachmen—a vestige of the 1800s. Surrounded by twentieth-century 
motorcars and modern skyscrapers, these romantic vehicles of a 
bygone era are anachronous. 

Read a novel in which a scene is supposedly taking place in the 
nineteenth century and see one of the characters turning on a TV 
set. An anachronism! 

Your friend talks, thinks, dresses, and acts as if he were living in 
the time of Shakespeare. Another anachronism! 

Science fiction is deliberately anachronous—it deals with 
phenomena, gadgetry, accomplishments far off (possibly) in the 
future. 

An anachronism is out of time; something out of place is 
incongruous (in-KONG’-groo-as), a word combining the negative 


prefix in-, the prefix con-, with or together, and a Latin verb 
meaning to agree or correspond. 

Thus, it is incongruous to wear a sweater and slacks to a formal 
wedding; it is anachronous to wear the wasp waist, conspicuous 
bustle, or powdered wig of the eighteenth century. The noun form 
of incongruous is incongruity (in-kong-GROO'-2-tee). 

Chronological (kron-o-LOJ'-o-kol) in correct time order, comes 
from chronos. To tell a story chronologically is to relate the events in 
the time order of their occurrence. Chronology (kro-NOL'-2-jee) is the 
science of time order and the accurate dating of events (logos, 
science)—the expert in this field is a chronologist (kro-NOL'-o-jist)— 
or a list of events in the time order in which they have occurred or 
will occur. 

A chronometer (kro-NOM"-o-tor), combining chronos with metron, 
measurement, is a highly accurate timepiece, especially one used on 
ships. Chronometry (kro-NOM'-o-tree) is the measurement of time— 
the adjective is chronometric (kron'-o-MET"-rik). 

Add the prefix syn-, together, plus the verb suffix -ize, to chronos, 
and you have constructed synchronize (SIN’-kra-niz’), etymologically 
to time together, or to move, happen, or cause to happen, at the same 
time or rate. If you and your friend synchronize your watches, you 
set them at the same time. If you synchronize the activity of your 
arms and legs, as in swimming, you move them at the same time or 
rate. The adjective is synchronous (SIN'-kro-nos); the noun form of 
the verb synchronize is synchronization (sin'-kro-no-ZAY'-shon). 


2. disease, suffering, teeling 


Pathological is diseased (a pathological condition)—this meaning of 
the word ignores the root logos, science, study. 

Pathology (po-THOL'-o-jee) is the science or study of disease—its 
nature, cause, cure, etc. However, another meaning of the noun 
ignores logos, and pathology may be any morbid, diseased, or 
abnormal physical condition or conditions; in short, simply disease, 


as in “This case involves so many kinds of pathology that several 
different specialists are working on it." 

A pathologist (pa-THOL’-2-jist) is an expert who examines tissue, 
often by autopsy or biopsy, to diagnose disease and interpret the 
abnormalities in such tissue that may be caused by specific diseases. 

Pathos occurs in some English words with the additional meaning 
of feeling. If you feel or suffer with someone, you are sympathetic 
(sim-po-THET'-ik)—sym- is a respelling before the letter p of the 
Greek prefix syn-, with or together. The noun is sympathy (SIM'-pa- 
thee), the verb sympathize (SIM’-ps-thiz). Husbands, for example, so 
the story goes, may have sympathetic labor pains when their wives 
are about to deliver. 

The prefix anti-, you will recall, means against. If you experience 
antipathy (an-TIP'-o-thee) to people or things, you feel against them 
—you feel strong dislike or hostility. The adjective is antipathetic 
(an'-to-po-THET"-ik), as in “an antipathetic reaction to an authority 
figure." 

But you may have no feeling at all—just indifference, lack of any 
interest, emotion, or response, complete listlessness, especially when 
some reaction is normal or expected. Then you are apathetic (ap-a- 
THET’-ik); a-, as you know, is a negative prefix. The noun is apathy 
(AP'"-o-thee), as in voter apathy, student apathy, etc. 

On the other hand, you may be so sensitive or perceptive that you 
not only share the feelings of another, but you also identify with 
those feelings, in fact experience them yourself as if momentarily 
you were that other person. What you have, then, is empathy (EM’- 
pa-thee); you empathize (EM'-po-thiz^, you are empathetic (em-po- 
THET’-ik), or, to use an alternate adjective, empathic (em-PATH'"-ik). 
Em- is a respelling before the letter p of the Greek prefix en-, in. 

Someone is pathetic (po-THET'-ik) who is obviously suffering— 
such a person may arouse sympathy or pity (or perhaps antipathy?) 
in you. A pathetic story is about suffering and, again, is likely to 
arouse sadness, sorrow, or pity. 

Some interesting research was done many years ago by Dr. J. B. 
Rhine and his associates at Duke University on extrasensory 


perception; you will find an interesting account of Rhine's work in 
his book The Reach of the Mind. What makes it possible for two 
people separated by miles of space to communicate with each other 
without recourse to messenger, telephone, telegraph, or postal 
service? It can be done, say the believers in telepathy (to-LEP'"-o- 
thee), also called mental telepathy, though they do not yet admit to 
knowing how. How can one person read the mind of another? 
Simple—by being telepathic (tel-o-PATH'-ik), but no one can explain 
the chemistry or biology of it. Telepathy is built by combining 
pathos, feeling, with the prefix tele-, distance, the same prefix we 
found in telephone, telegraph, telescope. 

Telepathic (tel-a-PATH’-ik) communication occurs when people 
can feel each other's thoughts from a distance, when they have ESP. 


REVIEW OF ETYMOLOGY 


PREFIX, ROOT, SUFFIX MEANING 

1. chronos time 
ENGLISH WORD 

2. ana-, a- negative prefix 
ENGLISH WORD 

3. con- with, together 
ENGLISH WORD 
4. in- negative prefix 
ENGLISH WORD 

5. logos science, study 
ENGLISH WORD 


6. metron measurement 


ENGLISH WORD 

7. Syn-, sym- 
ENGLISH WORD 

8. -ize 
ENGLISH WORD 

9. pathos 
ENGLISH WORD 
10. anti- 
ENGLISH WORD 
11. en-, em- 
ENGLISH WORD 
12. tele- 


ENGLISH WORD 


USING THE WORDS 


with, together 


verb suffix 


disease, suffering, feeling 


against 


in 


distance 


Can you pronounce the words? (I) 


. chronicity 

. anachronism 
. anachronous 
. anachronistic 


. incongruous 


nN Ul BR ù N e 


. incongruity 


kro-NIS'"-o-tee 
9-NAK"-ro-niz-om 
9-NAK'"-ro-nos 
o-nak'-ro-NIS"-tik 
in-KONG"-groo-os 
in'-kong-GROO'"-o-tee 


7. chronological kron'-o-LOJ'-2-kal 


8. chronology kro-NOL'-2-jee 
9. chronologist kro-NOL'-2-jist 
10. chronometer kro-NOM"'-2-tor 
11. chronometry kro-NOM'-2-tree 
12. chronometric kron'-o-MET'-rik 
13. synchronize SIN'-kro-niz' 
14. synchronization sin'-kro-no-ZAY'-shon 
15. synchronous SIN’-kra-nas 


Can you pronounce the words? (Il) 


1. pathology ps-THOL’-a-jee 
2. pathologist po-THOL'-o-jist 
3. sympathy SIM’-pə-thee 
4. sympathetic sim-pə-THET”-ik 
5. sympathize SIM’-pə-thīz 
6. antipathy an-TIP"-o-thee 
7. antipathetic an'-to-po-THET"-ik 
8. apathy AP’-a-thee 
9. apathetic ap-o-THET"-ik 
10. empathy EM’-po-thee 
11. empathize EM"'-po-thiz' 


12. empathetic em-po-THET’-ik 


13. empathic 
14. pathetic 

15. telepathy 
16. telepathic 


em-PATH’-ik 


po-THET"-ik 


to-LEP’-a-thee 
tel’-a-PATH’-ik 


Can you work with the words? (I) 


1. chronicity 


2. anachronism 


3. incongruity 


4. chronology 


5. chronometer 


6. chronometry 
7. synchronization 


8. pathology 


9. sympathy 


b. 


d. 


. something, or state of being, 


out of place 


timepiece; device that 


measures time very accurately 


. condition of continual or 


repeated recurrence 


act of occurring, or of causing 


to occur, at the same time 


. calendar of events in order of 


occurrence 


. something, or someone, out of 


time 


. Measurement of time 


a sharing or understanding of 


another’s feeling 


. ESP; communication from a 


distance 


10. telepathy j. disease; study of disease 


KEY: 1-c, 2-f, 3-a, 4-e, 5-b, 6-g, 7-d, 8-j, 9-h, 10-i 


Can you work with the words? (Il) 


1. 


10. 


pathologist 


. antipathy 


. apathy 


. empathy 


. synchronize 


. empathize 


. anachronous 


. incongruous 


. synchronous 


pathetic 


b. 


. identification with another’s 


feelings 
share another's feelings so 
strongly as to experience those 


feelings oneself 


c. out of time 


h. 


one who examines tissue to 
diagnose disease 
occurring at the same time or 


rate 


. relating to extrasensory 


perception 


. suffering; arousing sympathy 


or pity 
lack of feeling; non- 


responsiveness 


. out of place 


. happen, or cause to happen, at 


the same time or rate 


11. telepathic k. hostility; strong dislike 


KEY: 1-d, 2-k, 3-h, 4-a, 5-j, 6-b, 7-c, 8-i, 9-e, 10-g, 11-f 


Do you understand the words? 


1 


10. 


. Are these dates in chronological order? 1492, 1941, 1586 


YES NO 


. Is pathology the study of healthy tissue? 


YES NO 


. Is telepathic communication carried on by telephone? 


YES NO 


. Does a sympathetic response show an understanding of another's 


feelings? 
YES | NO 


. Is one antipathetic to things, ideas, or people one finds 


agreeable? 
YES | NO 


. Do apathetic people react strongly? 


YES NO 


. Does an empathic response show identification with the feelings 


of another? 
YES NO 


. Is a swimsuit incongruous attire at a formal ceremony? 


YES NO 


. Is an anachronistic attitude up to date? 


YES | NO 
Are synchronous movements out of time with one another? 
YES | NO 


KEY: 1-no, 2-no, 3-no, 4-yes, 5-no, 6-no, 7-yes, 8-yes, 9-no, 10- 
no 


Can you recall the words? 


1. in order of time 
LG 
2. out of place 
2. I 
3. 4. out of time (two forms) 
3.A 
4. A 
5. something, or state of being, out of place 
D.I 
6. lack of feeling 
6. A 
7. measurer of time 
7. C 
8. study of disease 
8.P 
9. feeling of hostility or dislike 
9.A 
10. to occur, or cause to occur, at the same time or rate 
10. S 
11. evoking sorrow or pity 
11.P 
12. something out of time 
12. A 
13. state of recurring again and again 
13. C 


14. 


15. 


16. 


17. 


18. 


19. 


20. 


extransensory perception 

14. T 

one who examines tissue to diagnose disease 
15. P 

identification with the feelings of another 
16. E 

happening at the same time or rate (adj.) 
17.8 

skillful at thought transference without sensory communication 
18. T 

calendar of events in time sequence 

19. C 

referring to the measurement of time (adj.) 
20. C 


KEY: 


1-chronological, 2-incongruous, 3,  4-anachronous, 
anachronistic, 5-incongruity, 6-apathy, 7-chronometer, 8- 
pathology, 9-antipathy, 10-synchronize, 11-pathetic, 12- 
anachronism, 13-chronicity, 14-telepathy, 15-pathologist, 
16-empathy, 17-synchronous, 18-telepathic, 19-chronology, 
20-chronometric 


(End of Session 16) 


SESSION 17 


ORIGINS AND RELATED WORDS 


1. knowing 


Psychopaths commit antisocial and unconscionable acts—they are 
not troubled by conscience, guilt, remorse, etc. over what they have 
done. 

Unconscionable and conscience are related in derivation—the first 
word from Latin scio, to know, the second from Latin sciens, 
knowing, and both using the prefix con-, with, together. 

Etymologically, then, your conscience is your knowledge with a 
moral sense of right and wrong; if you are unconscionable, your 
conscience is not (un-) working, or you have no conscience. The 
noun form is unconscionableness or unconscionability (un-kon'-sho-no- 
BIL'/-o-tee). 

Conscious, also from con- plus scio, is knowledge or awareness of 
one's emotions or sensations, or of what's happening around one. 

Science, from sciens, is systematized knowledge as opposed, for 
example, to belief, faith, intuition, or guesswork. 

Add Latin omnis, all, to sciens, to construct omniscient (om-NISH'- 
ont), all-knowing, possessed of infinite knowledge. The noun is 
omniscience (om-NISH’-ons). 

Add the prefix pre-, before, to sciens, to construct prescient (PREE’- 
shont)—knowing about events before they occur, i.e., psychic, or 
possessed of unusual powers of prediction. The noun is prescience 
(PREE’-shons). 

And, finally, add the negative prefix ne- to sciens to produce 
nescient (NESH'-ant), not knowing, or ignorant. Can you, by analogy 


with the previous two words, write the noun form of nescient? 
. (Can you pronounce it?) 


2. fool some of the people... 


Glib is from an old English root that means slippery. Glib liars or 
glib talkers are smooth and slippery; they have ready answers, fluent 
tongues, a persuasive air—but, such is the implication of the word, 
they fool only the most nescient, for their smoothness lacks sincerity 
and conviction. 

The noun is glibness. 


3. herds and flocks 


Egregious (remember the pronunciation? o-GREE'"-jos) is from Latin 
grex, gregis, herd or flock. An egregious lie, act, crime, mistake, etc. is 
so exceptionally vicious that it conspicuously stands out (e-, a 
shortened form of the prefix ex-, out) from the herd or flock of other 
bad things. 

The noun is egregiousness (9-GREE'"-jos-nos). 

A person who enjoys companionship, who, etymologically, likes 
to be with the herd, who reaches out for friends and is happiest 
when surrounded by people—such a person is gregarious (gra-GAIR’- 
ee-os). 

Extroverts are of course gregarious—they prefer human contact, 
conversation, laughter, interrelationships, to solitude. 

The suffix -ness, as you know, can be added to an adjective to 
construct a noun form. Write the noun for gregarious: 


Add the prefix con-, with, together, to grex, gregis, to get the verb 
congregate (KONG"-gra-gayt'); add the prefix se-, apart, to build the 
verb segregate (SEG’-ra-gayt’); add the prefix ad-, to, toward (ad- 
changes to ag- before a root starting with g-), to construct the verb 
aggregate (AG-ro-gayt"). 


Let's see what we have. When people gather together in a herd or 
flock, they (write the verb) 
The noun is congregation (cong' Es -GAY’-shen), one of the 
meanings of which is a religious "flock." 
Put people or things apart from the herd, and you (write the verb) 
them. Can you construct the noun by adding the 
suitable noun suffix? 


Bring individual items to or toward the herd or flock, and you 
(write the verb) them. What is the noun form of this 
verb? 

The verb menu also means to come together to or toward the 
herd, that is, to gather into a mass or whole, or by extension, to total or 
amount to. So aggregate, another noun form, pronounced AG’-re-gat, 
is a group or mass of individuals considered as a whole, a herd, or a 
flock, as in the phrase "people in the aggregate..." 


REVIEW OF ETYMOLOGY 


PREFIX, ROOT, SUFFIX MEANING 
l. grex, gregis herd, flock 
ENGLISH WORD 
2. €-, eX- out 
ENGLISH WORD 
3. -ness noun suffix 
ENGLISH WORD 
4. con- with, together 
ENGLISH WORD 


5. ad-, ag- to, toward 


ENGLISH WORD 


6. un- negative prefix 
ENGLISH WORD 

7. Scio to know 
ENGLISH WORD 

8. sciens knowing 
ENGLISH WORD 

9. omnis all 
ENGLISH WORD 
10. pre- before 
ENGLISH WORD 
11. ne- negative prefix 
ENGLISH WORD 
12. se- apart 
ENGLISH WORD 
13. -ion noun suffix added to verbs 
ENGLISH WORD 


USING THE WORDS 


Can you pronounce the words? 


1. unconscionability un-kon'-sho-no-BIL'-o-tee 


2. omniscient om-NISH'-ont 


3: 


omniscience 


4. prescient 


5 


10. 
11. 
12. 
13. 
14. 
15. 
16. 
17. 
18. 


Can you work with the words? 
1. unconscionability 


2. 


3. 


. prescience 
. nescient 
. nescience 


6 
7 
8. 
9 


glibness 


. egregiousness 


gregarious 
gregariousness 
congregate 
congregation 
segregate 
segregation 
aggregate (v.) 
aggregate (n.) 
aggregation 


omniscience 


prescience 


om-NISH'-ons 
PREE"shont 
PREE'-shons 
NESH"'-ont 
NESH'-ons 
GLIB’-nas 
9-GREE"-jos-nos 
gra-GAIR’-ee-as 
gro-GAIR’-ee-as-nas 
KONG"-gro-gayt 
kong'-gro-GAY'-shon 
SEG’-ro-gayt’ 
seg/-ro-GAY'-shon 
AG’-ra-gayt 
AG’-ra-gat 
ag'-ro-GAY'-shon 


a. ignorance 

b. outstanding badness or 
viciousness 

c. religious group; a massing 


together 


. nescience 

. glibness 

. egregiousness 
. gregariousness 


. congregation 
. segregation 


10. 


aggregate (n.) 


d. total; mass; whole 

e. exclusion from the herd; a 
setting apart 

f. infinite knowledge 

g. friendliness; enjoyment of 
mixing with people 

h. lack of conscience 

i. suspiciously smooth fluency 


j. foreknowledge 


KEY: 1-h, 2-f, 3-j, 4-a, 5-i, 6-b, 7-g, 8-c, 9-e, 10-d 


Do you understand the words? 


1 


10. 


. Is unconscionability one of the signs of the psychopath? 


YES NO 


. Can anyone be truly omniscient? 


YES NO 


. Does a prescient fear indicate some knowledge of the future? 


YES NO 


. Is nescience a result of learning? 


YES NO 


. Does glibness make someone sound sincere and trustworthy? 


YES NO 


. Is egregiousness an admirable quality? 


YES NO 


. Do gregarious people enjoy parties? 


YES NO 


. Do spectators congregate at sports events? 


YES NO 


. Do we often segregate hardened criminals from the rest of 


society? 

YES | NO 

Is an aggregation of problems a whole mass of problems? 
YES | NO 


KEY: 1-yes, 2-no, 3-yes, 4-no, 5-no, 6-no, 7—yes, 8-yes, 9-yes, 


10-yes 


Can you recall the words? 


l. 


10. 


enjoying groups and companionship 
1.G 


. ignorant 


2. N 


. state of not being held back from antisocial behavior by one's 


conscience 
3. U 
or U 


. having knowledge of an event before it occurs (adj.) 


4. P 


. a religious "flock" 


5. C 


. a total, whole, or mass 


6. A 
or A 


. to separate from the rest 


7. S 


. suspiciously smooth fluency 


8.G 


. all-knowing (adj.) 


9. 0 
to come together into a group or mass 
10. C 


KEY: l-gregarious, 2-nescient,  3-unconscionability or 
unconscionableness, 4—prescient, 5-congregation, 6-aggregate 
or aggregation, 7-segregate, 8-glibness, 9-omniscient, 10- 
congregate 


CHAPTER REVIEW 


A. Do you recognize the words? 


1. Highly skilled: 

(a) consummate, (b) inveterate, (c) notorious 
2. Beyond reform: 

(a) inveterate, (b) incorrigible, (c) glib 
3. Dating from birth: 

(a) inveterate, (b) congenital, (c) psychopathic 
4. Outstandingly bad: 

(a) egregious, (b) unconscionable, (c) chronic 
5. Science of heredity: 

(a) pathology, (b) genetics, (c) orthopedics 
6. Out of time: 

(a) incongruous, (b) anachronous, (c) synchronous 
7. Study of disease: 

(a) pathology, (b) telepathy, (c) antipathy 
8. Fond of company, friends, group activities, etc.: 

(a) apathetic, (b) gregarious, (c) chronological 
9. Indifferent: 

(a) antipathetic, (b) pathetic, (c) apathetic 

10. Long accustomed in habit: 
(a) incorrigible, (b) notorious, (c) inveterate 


11. 


12. 


13. 


14. 


15. 


16. 


17. 


Study of family ancestry: 

(a) genealogy, (b) genetics, (c) genesis 
To complete, finish, top off: 

(a) synchronize, (b) consummate, (c) empathize 
Accurate timepiece: 

(a) anachronism, (b) chronology, (c) chronometer 
Identification with the feelings of another: 

(a) sympathy, (b) apathy, (c) empathy 
Thought transference; extrasensory perception: 

(a) telepathy, (b) empathy, (c) omniscience 
Ignorance: 

(a) omniscience, (b) prescience, (c) nescience 
To gather into a group: 

(a) congregate, (b) segregate, (c) synchronize 


KEY: 1-a, 2-b, 3-b, 4-a, 5-b, 6-b, 7-a, 8-b, 9-c, 10-c, 11-a, 12-b, 
13-c, 14-c, 15-a, 16-c, 17-a 


B. Can you recognize roots? 


ROOT MEANING 

1. notus 

EXAMPLE notorious 
2. summus 

EXAMPLE summit 

3. corrigo 

EXAMPLE incorrigible 
4. vetus 
EXAMPLE veteran 

5. senex 
EXAMPLE senile 

6. genesis 
EXAMPLE congenital 
7. logos 
EXAMPLE genealogy 
8. chronos 


EXAMPLE chronic 


9. metron 
EXAMPLE chronometer 
10. pathos 


EXAMPLE pathology 


EXAMPLE pathetic 


EXAMPLE empathy 

11. grex, gregis 

EXAMPLE gregarious 

12. scio 

EXAMPLE unconscionable 
13. sciens 

EXAMPLE prescience 

14. omnis 


EXAMPLE omniscient 


KEY: 1-known, 2-highest, 3-to correct, set straight, 4-old, 5-old, 
6-birth, 7-science, study, 8-time, 9-measurement, 10- 
disease, suffering, feeling, 11-herd, flock, 12-to know, 13- 
knowing, 14-all 


TEASER QUESTIONS FOR THE AMATEUR 
ETYMOLOGIST 


1. “She was one of many notables who attended the convention.” 
Recognizing that the italicized word is built on the root notus, can 
you define the noun notable in the context of known? 

2. Notify and notice derive from the same root. Can you define 
these two words, again in the context of known? Notify: 

. Notice: . What do you supose the verb 
suffix -fy of notify means? (Think also of simplify, clarify, liquefy, etc.) 


3. You are familiar with the roots chronos and graphein. Suppose 
you came across the word chronograph in your reading. Can you 
make an educated guess as to the meaning? 

4. Recognizing the root genesis in the verb generate, how would 
you define the word? 

How about regenerate? 
What do you suppose the prefix re- Means? 

5. Recognizing the root omnis in omnipotent and ommpresent can 
you define the words? 

Omnipotent: 

Omnipresent: 

Recalling how we formed a noun from the adjective omniscient, 
write the noun forms of: 

Omnipotent: 

Omnipresent: 


6. Think of the negative prefix in anachronism; think next of the 
noun aphrodisiac. Can you construct a word for that which reduces or 
eliminates sexual desire? 


(Answers in Chapter 18) 


FOUR LASTING BENEFITS 


You know by now that it is easy to build your vocabulary if you 
work diligently and intelligently. Diligence is important—to come to 
the book occasionally is to learn new words and ideas in an aimless 
fashion, rather than in the continuous way that characterizes the 
natural, uninterrupted, intellectual growth of a child. (You will 
recall that children are top experts in increasing their vocabularies.) 
And an intelligent approach is crucial—new words can be 
completely understood and permanently remembered only as 
symbols of vital ideas, never if memorized in long lists of isolated 
forms. 

If you have worked diligently and intelligently, you have done 
much more than merely learned a few hundred new words. 
Actually, I needn't tell you what else you've accomplished, since, if 
you really have accomplished it, you can feel it for yourself; but it 
may be useful if I verbalize the feelings you may have. 

In addition to learning the meanings, pronunciation, background, 
and use of 300-350 valuable words, you have: 


1. Begun to sense a change in your intellectual atmosphere. (You have 
begun to do your thinking with many of the words, with many of 
the ideas behind the words. You have begun to use the words in 
your speech and writing, and have become alert to their appearance 
in your reading.) 

2. Begun to develop a new interest in words as expressions of ideas. 

3. Begun to be aware of the new words you hear and that you see in 
your reading. 


4. Begun to gain a new feeling for the relationship between words. 
(For you realize that many words are built on roots from other 
languages and are related to other words which derive from the 
same roots.) 

Now, suppose we pause to see how successful your learning has 
been. 

In the next chapter, I offer you a comprehensive test on the first 
part of your work. 


(End of Session 17) 


1 Latin senex, source of senile and senescent, also, you will recall, means old. In inveterate, in- 


means in; it is not the negative prefix found in incorrigible. 


HOW TO CHECK YOUR PROGRESS 


Comprehensive Test I 


SESSION 18 


If you have worked diligently thus far, you have: 


1 


2. 


. Become acquainted, or perhaps reacquainted, with 


approximately 300-350 expressive words— 
Learned scores of important Latin and Greek prefixes, roots, and 
suffixes— 


. Set up valuable habits of self-discipline and self-directed 


learning— 


. Explored your attitudes toward grammar and current usage, 


meanwhile erasing any confusion you may once have felt about 
specific problems of correctness in your use of words— 


. And, finally, taken good, long steps toward your ultimate goal, 


namely, the development of a better, richer, more expressive— 
in short, superior—vocabulary. 


Here is your chance both to review and to check your learning. 
(Bear in mind that without careful and periodic review, a significant 
amount of learning is lost.) 

Methods of scoring your achievement on this test, and the 
meaning of your results, will be explained at the end of the chapter. 


etymology 


ROOT MEANING 


1. ego 


EXAMPLE egoism 


2. misein 


EXAMPLE misanthrope 
3. gamos 

EXAMPLE bigamy 
4. gyne 

EXAMPLE gynecology 
5. derma 

EXAMPLE dermatology 
6. orthos 

EXAMPLE orthodontia 
7. psyche 

EXAMPLE psychotic 
8. neuron 

EXAMPLE neurology 
9. logos 

EXAMPLE biology 

10. bios 

EXAMPLE biopsy 

11. opsis, optikos 

EXAMPLE autopsy, optical 

12. algos 

EXAMPLE neuralgia 

13. agogos 


EXAMPLE demagogue 


14. pedis 

EXAMPLE pedestrian 
15. paidos (ped-) 
EXAMPLE pediatrician 
16. demos 

EXAMPLE democracy 
17. oculus 

EXAMPLE oculist 

18. iatreia 

EXAMPLE podiatrist 
19. metron 

EXAMPLE Optometrist 
20. geras 

EXAMPLE geriatrics 
21. soma 

EXAMPLE psychosomatic 
22. pathos 

EXAMPLE osteopath 
23. odontos 

EXAMPLE exodontist 
24. pous, podos 
EXAMPLE octopus, podium 


25. cheir (chiro-) 


EXAMPLE chirography 


ll more etymology 


ROOT MEANING 
1. graphein 
EXAMPLE graphology 
2. kallos 
EXAMPLE calligrapher 
3. Dyge 
EXAMPLE callipygian 
4. kakos 
EXAMPLE cacophony 
5. Senex 
EXAMPLE senescent 
6. anthropos 
EXAMPLE anthropology 
7. astron 
EXAMPLE astronomy 
8. nautes 
EXAMPLE astronaut 
9. ge (geo-) 
EXAMPLE geology 


10. zoion 


EXAMPLE zodiac 

11. lingua 

EXAMPLE bilingual 
12. philein 

EXAMPLE Philadelphia 
13. biblion 

EXAMPLE bibliophile 
14. autos 

EXAMPLE autonomous 
15. socius 

EXAMPLE asocial 

16. notus 

EXAMPLE notorious 
17. summus 

EXAMPLE consummate 
18. vetus 

EXAMPLE inveterate 
19. genesis 

EXAMPLE congenital 
20. chronos 

EXAMPLE chronic 

21. pathos 


EXAMPLE empathy 


22. 


grex, gregis 


EXAMPLE egregious 


23. 


sciens 


EXAMPLE prescient 


24. 


omnis 


EXAMPLE omniscient 


25. 


nomos 


EXAMPLE metronome 


same or opposite? 


egoistic—altruistic 
misanthropic—philanthropic 
misogamous—polygamous 
dexterous—skillful 
sinister—threatening 
optical—visual 
notorious—infamous 
consummate (adj. )—unskilled 
chronic—acute 


glib—halting 


. ophthalmologist—oculist 
. geriatric—pediatric 


. endodontist—exodontist 


U U U à 3 3 uà 0 0 8 8 AR HR 


O O O O O O O O O O O QO OQ 


14. 
15. 
16. 
17. 
18. 
19. 
20. 


calligraphy—cacography 
astronaut—cosmonaut 
biopsy—autopsy 
dichotomous—cut in two 
congenital—hereditary 
veteran—"old hand” 


anachronous—timely 


IV matching 


1. 
2. 


I 
dislikes women 


is pathologically self- 


interested 


3. studies the development of 


the human race 


4. 
5. 


6. mounts and stuffs animal 


is an expert on insects 


collects books 


skins 


7. is an eye doctor 


8. is a student of linguistics 


9. has “split off” from reality 
10. 


commits antisocial acts 


U 0 U € € 0 HR 


II 


a. entomologist 


b. taxidermist 


c. egomaniac 


d. bibliophile 
e. ophthalmologist 


f. psychopath 


g. philologist 
h. anthropologist 
i. psychotic 


J. misogynist 


O O O O O OQO -3 


without guilt or pangs of 


conscience 


V more matching 


QO Ui BR ù N e 


I 


. delivers babies 

. treats female ailments 

. treats infants 

. treats skin diseases 

. treats skeletal deformities 
. is a heart specialist 


7. 


treats mental or emotional 


disturbances 


8. 


treats disorders of the 


nervous system 


9. 


feet 


10. 


VI 


treats minor ailments of the 


treats ailments of the gums 


recall a word 


1. ruthless; without conscience 


2. suspiciously fluent or smooth 


1.U 


2.G 


a. pediatrician 
b. cardiologist 
c. psychiatrist 
d. podiatrist 

e. dermatologist 


f. periodontist 


g. obstetrician 


h. neurologist 


i. orthopedist 


j. gynecologist 


II 


18. 


19. 


. outstandingly bad; vicious 


3.E 


. out of place 


4. I 


. study of the family tree; specialty of tracing ancestry 


5. G 


. Science of heredity 


6.G 


. in correct order of time 


7. C 


. socially awkward 


8.G 


. record of heart action 


9. C 


. equally skillful with both the right and left hand 


10. A 


. social scientist who deals with the problems of aging 


11.G 


. extrasensory perception 


12. T 


. branch of dentistry specializing in the care of children’s teeth 


13. P 


. blood-pressure apparatus 


14. S 


. growing old (adj. ) 


15.8 


. palm reader 


16. C 


. that which arouses sexual desire 


17. A 

representation of the whole 

18. E 

diseased; pertaining to the study of disease (adj. ) 


20. 


21. 


22, 


23. 


24. 


25. 


26. 


27. 


28. 


29. 


30. 


19. P 

measurement of time 

20. C 

hostility; strong dislike; aversion 

21.A 

to occur, or cause to occur, at the same time or rate 
225: 

ignorant 

23. N 

knowledge of an occurrence beforehand 

24.P 

enjoying being with the herd; liking companionship 
25. G 

to identify strongly with the feelings of another 
26.E 

instrument to measure atmospheric pressure 
27.B 

to separate from the herd 

28. S 

possessed of shapely buttocks 

29.C 

ugly, illegible handwriting 

30. C 


KEY: A correct answer counts one point. Score your points for each 
part of the test, then add for a total. 


I 

1-I, self, 2-to hate, 3-marriage, 4-woman, 5-skin, 6-straight, 
correct, 7-mind, soul, spirit, 8-nerve, 9-science, study, 10-life, 11- 
view, sight, vision, 12-pain, 13-leading, 14-foot, 15-child, 16- 
people, 17-eye, 18-medical healing, 19-measurement, 20-old age, 
21-body, 22-disease, 23-tooth, 24-foot, 25-hand 


Your score: 


II 

1-to write, 2-beauty, 3-buttock, 4-harsh, ugly, bad, 5-old, 6- 
mankind, 7-star, 8-sailor, 9-earth, 10-animal, 11-tongue, 12-to 
love, 13-book, 14-self, 15-companion, 16-known, 17-highest, 18- 
old, 19-birth (beginning, origin), 20-time, 21-feeling, 22-herd, 
flock, 23-knowing, 24-all, 25-law, order, arrangement 


Your score: 


III 
1-O, 2-O, 3-0, 4-S, 5-S, 6-S, 7-S, 8-O, 9-O, 10-0, 11-S, 12-O, 
13-O, 14-O, 15-S, 16-0, 17-5, 18-O, 19-5, 20-O 


Your score: 


IV 
1-j, 2-c, 3-h, 4-a, 5-d, 6-b, 7-e, 8-g, 9-i, 10-f 


Your score: 


V 
l-g, 2-j, 3-a, 4-e, 5-i, 6-b, 7-c, 8-h, 9-d, 10-f 


Your score: 


VI 

]-unconscionable, 2-glib,  3-egregious,  4-incongruous, 5- 
genealogy, 6-genetics, 7-chronological, 8-gauche, 9-cardiogram, 
10-ambidextrous, 11-gerontologist, 12-telepathy, 13-pedodontia, 
14-sphygmomanometer, 15-senescent,  16-chiromancer, 17- 
aphrodisiac, 18-epitome, 19-pathological, 20-chronometry, 21- 
antipathy, 22-synchronize,  23-nescient,  24-prescience, 25- 
gregarious, 26-empathize, 27-barometer, 28-segregate, 29- 
callipygian, 30-cacography 


Your score: 


Your total score: 


Significance of Your Total Score: 


100-120: Masterly work; you are ready to move right along. 

80- 99: Good work; this review was useful to you. 

65- 79: Average work; you're getting a good deal out of your 
study, but perhaps you should review thoroughly after 
each session. 

50- 64: Barely acceptable; work harder. 

35- 49: Poor; further review is suggested before you go on. 

0- 34: You can do much better if you really try; continue with 
firmer resolve and more determination. 


PART TWO 


GAINING INCREASED MOMENTUM 


HOW TO TALK ABOUT ACTIONS 


(Sessions 19-23) 


TEASER PREVIEW 


What verb means to: 

belittle? 

be purposely confusing? 

tickle someone's fancy? 

flatter fulsomely? 

prohibit some food or activity? 
make unnecessary? 

work against? 

spread slander? 

give implicit forgiveness for a misdeed? 
change hostility to friendliness? 


SESSION 19 


Verbs are incalculably useful to you. 

Every sentence you think, say, read, or write contains an implied 
or expressed verb, for it is the verb that carries the action, the 
movement, the force of your ideas. 

As a young child, you used verbs fairly early. 

Your first words, of course, were probably nouns, as you identified 
the things or people around you. 

Mama, Dada, doll, baby, bottle, etc. perhaps were the first standard 
syllables you uttered, for naming concrete things or real persons is 
the initial step in the development of language. 

Soon there came the ability to express intangible ideas, and then 
you began to use simple verbs—go, stop, stay, want, eat, sleep, etc. 

As you gained maturity, your verbs expressed ideas of greater and 
greater complexity; as an adult you can describe the most involved 
actions in a few simple syllables—if you have a good store of useful 
verbs at your command. 

The richer and more extensive your vocabulary of verbs, the more 
accurately and expressively you can communicate your 
understanding of actions, reactions, attitudes, and emotions. 

Let's be specific. 


IDEAS 


1. playing it down 


Ready to go back thirty or more years? Consider some post-World 
War II American political history: 


Harry Truman couldn't win the 1948 election. The pollsters said 
so, the Republicans heartily agreed, even the Democrats, some in 
high places, believed it. Mr. Truman himself was perhaps the only 
voter in the country who was not entirely convinced. 

Came the first Tuesday after the first Monday in November—well, 
if you were one of those who stayed up most of the night listening 
to the returns, and then kept your ear to the radio most of the next 
day, you recall how you reacted to the unique Truman triumph. 

It was no mean accomplishment, thought many people. Pure 
accident, said others. If one out of twelve voters in a few key states 
had changed his ballot, Harry could have gone back to selling ties, 
one Republican apologist pointed out. It wasn't anything Truman 
did, said another; it was what Dewey didn't do. No credit to 
Truman, said a third; it was the farmers—or labor—or the 
Republicans who hadn't bothered to vote—or the ingenious 
miscounting of ballots. No credit to Truman, insisted a fourth; it was 
Wallace's candidacy—it was the Democrats—it was Republican 
overconfidence—it was sunspots—it was the Communists—it was 
the civil service workers who didn't want to lose their cushy jobs—it 
was really Roosevelt who won the election. 

Anyway Harry didn't accomplish a thing—he was just a victim of 
good fortune. 

What were the apologists for Dewey's failure doing? 


They were disparaging Truman's achievement. 


2. playing it safe 


Willing to look at some more history of the late 1940s? 

Of course, Dewey did campaign, in his own way, for the 
presidency. As the Republican aspirant, he had to take a stand on 
the controversial Taft-Hartley Act. 

Was he for it? He was for that part of it which was good. 
Naturally, he was against any of the provisions which were bad. Was 
he for it? The answer was yes—and also no. Take whichever answer 
you wanted most to hear. 


What was Dewey doing? 


He was equivocating. 


3. enjoying the little things 


Have you ever gone through a book that was so good you kept 
hugging yourself mentally as you read? Have you ever seen a play 
or motion picture that was so charming that you felt sheer delight as 
you watched? Or perhaps you have had a portion of pumpkin- 
chiffon pie, light and airy and mildly flavored, and with a flaky, 
delicious crust, that was the last word in gustatory enjoyment? 

Now notice the examples I have used. I have not spoken of books 
that grip you emotionally, of plays and movies that keep you on the 
edge of your seat in suspense, or of food that satisfies a ravenous 
hunger. These would offer quite a different, perhaps more lasting 
and memorable, type of enjoyment. I have detailed, rather, mental 
or physical stimuli that excite enjoyably but not too sharply—a 
delightful novel, a charming play, a delicious dessert. 

How do such things affect you? 


They titillate you. 


4. playing it way up 


You know how the teen-agers of an earlier generation adored, 
idolized, and overwhelmed Frank Sinatra, Elvis Presley, the Beatles? 

And of course you know how certain people fall all over visiting 
celebrities—best-selling authors, much publicized artists, or famous 
entertainers. They show them ingratiating, almost servile attention, 
worship and flatter them fulsomely.! 

How do we say it in a single word? 


They adulate such celebrities. 


5. accentuating the negative 


What does the doctor say to you if you have low blood sugar? “No 
candy, no pastries, no chocolate marshmallow cookies, no ice 
cream!", your morale dropping lower and lower as each favorite 
goody is placed on the forbidden list. 

What, in one word, is the doctor doing? 


The doctor is proscribing harmful items in your diet. 


6. accentuating the affirmative 


You are warm, friendly, enthusiastic, outgoing, easy to please; you 
are quick to show appreciation, yet accept, without judgment or 
criticism, the human weaknesses of others. 

You are a fascinating talker, an even better listener. 

You believe in, and practice, honest self-disclosure; you feel 
comfortable with yourself and therefore with everyone else; and you 
have a passionate interest in experiencing, in living, in relating to 
people. 

Need you have any fears about making friends? Obviously not. 


Your characteristics and temperament obviate such fears. 


T. playing it wrong 


Theodor Reik, in his penetrating book on psychoanalysis Listening 
with the Third Ear, talks about neurotic people who unconsciously 
wish to fail. In business interviews they say exactly the wrong 
words, they do exactly the wrong things, they seem intent (as, 
unconsciously, they actually are) on insuring failure in every possible 
way, though consciously they are doing their best to court success. 

What effect does such a neurotic tendency have? 


It militates against success. 


8. playing it dirty 


^Harry?" He's a closet alcoholic. Maud? She's sleeping around—and 
her stupid husband doesn't suspect a thing. Bill? He's embezzling 
from his own company. Paul? He's a child molester. Sally? You don't 
know that she's a notorious husband-beater?" 

What is this character doing? 


He's maligning everyone. 


9. giving the benefit of any doubt 


Do you think it's all right to cheat on your income taxes? At least 
just a little? It's wrong, of course, but doesn't everybody do it? 

How do you feel about marital infidelity? Are you inclined to 
overlook the occasional philandering of the male partner, since, 
after all, to invent a cliché, men are essentially polygamous by 
nature? 

If your answers are in the affirmative, how are you reacting to 
such legal or ethical transgressions? 


You condone them. 


10. changing hostility 


Unwittingly you have done something that has aroused anger and 
resentment in your best friend. You had no desire to hurt him, yet 
he makes it obvious that he feels pretty bitter about the whole 
situation. (Perhaps you failed to invite him to a gathering he wanted 
to come to; or you neglected to consult him before making a 
decision on a matter in which he felt he should have some say.) His 
friendship is valuable to you and you wish to restore yourself in his 
good graces. What do you do? 


You try to placate him. 


USING THE WORDS 


Can you pronounce the words? 


1. disparage dis-PAIR’-9j 
2. equivocate ee-KWIV’-a-kayt’ 
3. titillate TIT"-o-layt" 
4. adulate AJ'-o-layt' 
5. proscribe pro-SKRIB’ 
6. obviate OB’-vee-ayt’ 
7. militate MIL’-9-tayt 
8. malign ma-LIN’ 
9. condone kon-DON' 
10. placate PLAY’-kayt’ 


Can you work with the words? 


1. disparage a. flatter lavishly 

2. equivocate b. work against 

3. titillate c. prohibit 

4. adulate d. forgive 

5. proscribe e. change hostility to friendliness 
po hane f. purposely talk in such a way as 


to be vague and misleading 


7. militate g. slander 


8. malign h. play down 
9. condone i. make unnecessary 


10. placate j. tickle; stimulate pleasurably 


KEY: 1-h, 2-f, 3-j, 4-a, 5-c, 6-i, 7-b, 8-g, 9-d, 10-e 


Do you understand the words? 


1 


10. 


. Do you normally disparage something you admire? 


YES NO 


. Do you equivocate if you think it unwise to take a definite stand? 


YES NO 


. Do pleasant things titillate you? 


YES NO 


. Do emotionally mature people need constant adulation? 


YES NO 


. Is sugar proscribed for diabetics? 


YES NO 


. Does a substantial fortune obviate financial fears? 


YES NO 


. Does a worker's inefficiency often militate against his keeping his 


job? 
YES | NO 


. Do people enjoy being maligned? 


YES NO 


. Do we generally condone the faults of those we love? 


YES | NO 
Can you sometimes placate a person by apologizing? 
YES | NO 


KEY: 1-no, 2-yes, 3-yes, 4-no, 5-yes, 6-yes, 7-yes, 8-no, 9-yes, 


10-yes 


Can you use the words? 


In this exercise you gain the value of actually writing a new word 
as a meaningful solution to a problem. To think about a word, to say 
it, to write it, to use it—that is the road to word mastery. Write the 
verb that best fits each situation. 


1. 


You've been asked to take a stand on a certain issue, but you 
don't have the courage to be either definitely for or against. 
You 


. You spread around an unpleasant story that you know will 


blacken someone's reputation. 
You that person. 


. Your friend is justifiably angry—you asked him to go to a party 


with you, ignored him all evening, and then finally left with 
someone else. What must you do if you wish to restore the 
relationship? 

You must try to him. 


. You virtually worship your therapist. You express your 


admiration in lavish flattery; you praise her in such excessive 
terms that she appears devoid of all human frailty. 
You her. 


. You are crowding 260 on the scales, so your doctor warns 


against high-calorie meals, rich desserts, second helpings, 
excessive carbohydrates, etc. 
The doctor these foods. 


. Your child Johnnie has smacked the neighbor's kid—entirely 


without provocation, you are forced to admit. But after all, you 


10. 


think, tomorrow the other kid will, with equal lack of 
provocation, probably smack Johnnie. 
You Johnnie's behavior. 


. When your son, understandably expecting praise, mentions the 


three B's and two A's he earned in his courses, you respond, 
callously, *Is that the best you can do? What stopped you from 
getting all A's?" 

You his accomplishment. 


. You have run out of cash and plan to go to the bank to make a 


withdrawal; then unexpectedly you discover a twenty-dollar bill 
you secreted in your desk drawer months ago. 
Your find a trip to the bank. 


. You are the soul of honesty, but unfortunately, you have a 


sneaky, thievish, sinister look—and no one ever trusts you. 
Your appearance against you. 
The centerfold of Playboy or Playgirl provides a mild and 
agreeable stimulation. 
The centerfold you. 


KEY: 1-equivocate, 2-malign, 3-placate, 4-adulate, 5-proscribes, 
6-condone, 7-disparage, 8-obviates, 9-militates, 10-titillates 


Can you recall the words? 


1. change hostility into friendliness 
1. P 

2. make unnecessary 
2.0 

3. belittle 
3. D 

4. overlook or forgive a transgression 
4. C 

5. tickle; delight; stimulate pleasurably 
5 

6. spread malicious rumors about 
6.M 

7. purposely use language susceptible of opposite interpretations 
7. E 

8. act to disadvantage of 
8.M 

9. forbid 
9. P 

10. worship; flatter fulsomely 
10. A 


KEY: 1-placate, 2-obviate, 3-disparage, 4-condone, 5-titillate, 6— 
malign, 7-equivocate, 8-militate (against), 9-proscribe, 10- 
adulate 


(End of Session 19) 


SESSION 20 


ORIGINS AND RELATED WORDS 


1. equality 


If you play golf, you know that each course or hole has a certain 
par, the number of strokes allowed according to the results achieved 
by expert players. Your own accomplishment on the course will be 
at par, above par, or below par. 

Similarly, some days you may feel up to par, other days below 
par. 

Par is from a Latin word meaning equal. You may try, when you 
play golf, to equal the expert score; and some days you may, or may 
not, feel equal to your usual self. 

When we speak of parity payments to farmers, we refer to 
payments that show an equality to earnings for some agreed-upon 
year. 

So when you disparage, you lower someone's par, or feeling of 
equality, (dis- as you know, may be a negative prefix). The noun is 
disparagement (dis-PAIR’-aj-mont), the adjective disparaging (dis- 
PAIR’-9j-ing), as in “Why do you always make disparaging remarks 
about me?” 

Parity (PAIR’-3-tee) as a noun means equality; disparity (dis-PAIR’- 
9-tee) means a lack of equality, or a difference. We may speak, for 
example, of the disparity between someone's promise and 
performance; or of the disparity between the rate of vocabulary 
growth of a child and of an adult. The adjective disparate (DIS'-po- 
rot) indicates essential or complete difference or inequality, as in 


“Our philosophies are so disparate that we can never come to any 
agreement on action." 

The word compare and all its forms (comparable, comparative, etc.) 
derive from par, equal. Two things are compared when they have 
certain equal or similar qualities, (con-, com-, together, with). 

Pair and peer are also from par. Things (shoes, socks, gloves, etc.) 
in pairs are equal or similar; your peers are those equal to you, as in 
age, position, rank, or ability. Hence the expression *to be judged by 
a jury of one's peers." 

(British peers, however, such is the contradiction of language, 
were nobles.) 


2. how to say yes and no 


Equivocate is built on another Latin word meaning equal—aequus 
(the spelling in English is always equ-)—plus vox, vocis, voice. 

When you equivocate (8-KWIV’-a-kayt’), you seem to be saying 
both yes and no with equal voice. An equivocal (8-KWIV’-3-kal) 
answer, therefore, is by design vague, indefinite, and susceptible of 
contradictory interpretations, quite the opposite of an unequivocal 
(un'-a-KWIV'-a-kol) response, which says Yes! or No!, and no 
kidding. Professional politicians are masters of equivocation (9-kwiv’- 
9-KAY'"-shon)—they are, on most vital issues, mugwumps; they sit on 
a fence with their mugs on one side and their wumps on the other. 
You will often hear candidates for office say, publicly, that they 
unequivocally promise, if elected, to...; and then they start 
equivocating for all they are worth, like people who say, “Let me be 
perfectly frank with you"—and then promptly and glibly lie through 
their teeth. 


3. statements of various kinds 


Do not confuse equivocal with ambiguous (am/’-BIG’-yoo-as). An 
equivocal statement is purposely, deliberately (and with malice 


aforethought) couched in language that will be deceptive; an 
ambiguous statement is accidentally couched in such language. 
Equivocal is, in short, purposely ambiguous. 

You will recall that ambi-, which we last met in ambivert and 
ambidextrous, is a root meaning both; anything ambiguous may have 
both one meaning and another meaning. If you say, “That sentence 
is the height of ambiguity," you mean that you find it vague because 
it admits of both affirmative and negative interpretations, or 
because it may mean two different things. Ambiguity is pronounced 
am'-bo-GYOO-o-tee. 

Another type of statement or word contains the possibility of two 
interpretations—one of them suggestive, risqué, or sexy. Such a 
statement or word is a double entendre. This is from the French and 
translates literally as double meaning. Give the word as close a french 
pronunciation as you can—DOOB'"-lohn-TAHN"-dro. (The ms are 
nasalized, the r somewhat throaty, and the final syllable is barely 
audible.) 


REVIEW OF ETYMOLOGY 


PREFIX, ROOT, SUFFIX MEANING 

l. par equal 
ENGLISH WORD: 

2. -ment noun suffix attached to verbs 
ENGLISH WORD: 

3. -ity noun suffix attached to adjectives 
ENGLISH WORD: 

4. dis- negative prefix 


ENGLISH WORD: 


5. con-, com- with, together 


ENGLISH WORD: 
6. aequus (equ-) equal 
ENGLISH WORD: 
7. VOX, vocis voice 
ENGLISH WORD: 
8. -ate verb suffix 
ENGLISH WORD: 
noun suffix attached to verbs 
9. -ion 
ending in -ate 
ENGLISH WORD: 
10. -ous adjective suffix 
ENGLISH WORD: 
11. ambi- both 
ENGLISH WORD: 


USING THE WORDS 


Can you pronounce the words? 


1. parity PAIR’-a-tee 
2. disparity dis-PAIR’-a-tee 
3. disparate DIS'"-pa-rot 


4. disparagement dis-PAIR’-3j-mont 


5. disparaging 

6. peer 

7. equivocate 

8. equivocation 

9. equivocal 
10. unequivocal 
11. ambiguous 
12. ambiguity 


13. double entendre 


Can you work with the words? 


l. parity 


2. disparity 


3. disparagement 


4. peer 


dis-PAIR’-aj-ing 

PEER 

9-KWIV"-2-kayt" 
9-kwiv'-o-KAY'-shon 
9-KWIV"'-o-kol 
un'-o-KWIV"-o-kal 
am-BIG’-yoo-as 
am/’-ba-GY00’-a-tee 
DOOB’-lahn-TAHN’-dre 


a. belittlement 

b. act of being deliberately vague 
or indirectly deceptive; 
statement that is deceptive or 
purposely open to contrary 
interpretations 

c. quality of being open to 
misinterpretation; statement 
with this quality 

d. statement or word with two 
meanings, one of them risqué, 
indelicate, or of possible sexual 


connotation 


5. equivocation e. inequality 
6. ambiguity f. equality 


7. double entendre g. one's equal 


KEY: 1-f, 2-e, 3-a, 4-g, 5-b, 6-c, 7-d 


Do you understand the words? 


1. 


10. 


Is there a disparity in age between a grandfather and his 
granddaughter? 
YES | NO 


. Is an equivocal statement clear and direct? 


YES NO 


. Is an unequivocal answer vague and misleading? 


YES NO 


. Are politicians often masters of equivocation? 


YES NO 


. Are ambiguous sentences somewhat confusing? 


YES NO 


. Are people with disparate perceptions of life likely to experience 


reality in the same way? 
YES | NO 


. Is a disparaging look one of admiration? 


YES NO 


. When people equivocate, are they evading the issue? 


YES NO 


. Is the deliberate use of double entendres likely to shock 


puritanical people? 

YES | NO 

Are supervisors and their subordinates peers? 
YES | NO 


KEY: 1-yes, 2-no, 3-no, 4—yes, 5-yes, 6-no, 7-no, 8-yes, 9-yes, 10- 


no 


Can you recall the words? 


1 


10. 


accidentally vague 
1.A 


. purposely vague 


2. E 


. equality 


SP 


. Word or statement one meaning of which may be interpreted as 


risqué 
4.D 


. lack of equality 


5. D 


. belittlement 


6. D 


. clear; direct; capable of only one interpretation 


7.U 


. essentially or widely unequal or different 


8.D 


. one's equal in age, rank, etc. 


9. P 
to use words in a calculated effort to mislead or to be ambiguous 
10. E 


KEY: 1-ambiguous, 2-equivocal, 3-parity, 4-double entendre, 5- 
disparity, 6-disparagement, 7-unequivocal, 8-disparate, 9- 
peer, 10-equivocate 


(End of Session 20) 


SESSION 21 


ORIGINS AND RELATED WORDS 


1. more on equality 


The root aequus, spelled equ- in English words, is a building block 
of: 

1. equity (EK’-woa-tee)—justice, fairness; i.e., equal treatment. (By 
extension, stocks in the financial markets are equities, and the value 
of your home or other property over and above the amount of the 
mortgage you owe is your equity in it.) The adjective is equitable 
(EK’-wo-to-bal). 

2. inequity (in-EK'-wao-tee)—injustice, unfairness (equity plus the 
negative prefix in-). Adjective: inequitable (in-EK'-wo-to-bal). 

3. iniquity (in-IK’-we-tee)—by one of those delightful surprises and 
caprices characteristic of language, the change of a single letter (e to 
i), extends the meaning of a word far beyond its derivation and 
original denotation. Injustice and unfairness are sinful and wicked, 
especially if you naively believe that life is fair. So a “den of 
iniquity” is a place where vice flourishes; an iniquity is a sin or vice, 
or an egregiously immoral act; and iniquity is wickedness, sinfulness. 
Adjective: iniquitous (in-IK’-we-tas). 

4. equinox (EE’-kwe-noks’)—etymologically, “equal night,” a 
combination of aequus and nox, noctis, night. The equinox, when day 
and night are of equal length, occurs twice a year: about March 21, 
and again about September 21 or 22. (The adjective is equinoctial— 
ee’-kwo-NOK’-shoal.) Nocturnal (nok-TURN'-oD, derived from nox, 
noctis, describes people, animals, or plants that are active or flourish 
at night rather than during daylight hours. Cats and owls are 


nocturnal, as is the moonflower, whose blossoms open at night; not 
to mention “night people,” whose biorhythms are such that they 
function better after the sun goes down, and who like to stay up late 
and sleep well into midmorning. A nocturne (NOK'-turn) is a musical 
composition of dreamy character (i.e., night music), or a painting of 
a night scene. 

5. equanimity  (ee'-kwo-NIM"-o-tee or  ek'-wa-NIM'-o-tee)— 
etymologically aequus plus animus, mind, hence “equal mind." 
Maintain your equanimity, your evenness of temper, your 
composure, your coolness or calmness, when everyone around you 
is getting excited or hysterical, and you will probably be considered 
an admirable person, though one might wonder what price you pay 
for such emotional control. (Other words built on animus, mind, will 
be discussed in Chapter 12.) 

6. Equability (ee'-kwo-BIL'-o-tee or ek’-wa-BIL’-3-tee)—a close 
synonym of equanimity. A person of equable (EE'-kwao-boal or EK'-wa- 
bal) temperament is characteristically calm, serene, unflappable, 
even-tempered. 

7. equilibrium (ee'-kwo-LIB'-ree-om)—by derivation aequus plus 
libra, balance, weight, pound, hence “equal balance." Libra (LI’-bra) 
is the seventh sign of the zodiac, represented by a pair of scales. 
Now you know, in case the question has been bothering you, why 
the abbreviation for the word pound is lb. and why the symbol for 
the British pound, the monetary unit, is £. Equilibrium is a state of 
physical balance, especially between opposing forces. When you are 
very drunk you may have difficulty keeping your equilibrium—the 
force of gravity is stronger than your ability to stay upright. An 
equilibrist (2-KWIL'-a-brist), as you might guess, is a professional 
tightrope walker—a performer successfully defying the law of 
gravity (when sober) by balancing on a thin overhead wire. 

The equator divides the earth into equal halves, and words like 
equation, equivalent, equidistant, equiangular, and equilateral (from 
Latin latus, lateris, side) are self-explanatory. 


2. not to be confused with horses 


Equestrian (9-KWES'-tree-on) is someone on a horse (as pedestrian 
is someone on foot); an equestrienne (98-kwes’-tree-EN’) is a woman 
on a horse (if you must make the distinction); and equine (EE'-kwin) 
is like a horse, as in appearance or characteristics, or descriptive of 
horses. 

Equestrian is also an adjective referring to horseback riding, as an 
equestrian statue; and equine is also a noun, i.e., a horse. 

So the equ- in these words, from Latin equus, horse, is not to be 
confused with the equ- in the words of the previous section—that 
equ- is from aequus, equal. (Remember, also, not to confuse the ped- 
in pedestrian, from Latin pedis, foot, with the ped- in pediatrician, 
from Greek paidos, child.) 


3. hear voices? 


Equivocal, you will recall, combines aequus with vox, vocis, voice; 
and vox, vocis combines with fero, to bear or carry, to form 
vociferous (vo-SIF'-or-os), etymologically “carrying (much) voice," 
hence loud, noisy, clamorous, as vociferous demands (not at all quiet 
or subtle), or the vociferous play of young children (Please! Try to 
be quiet so Dad can get his work done!"), though unfortunately TV 
addiction has abnormally eliminated child noises, at least during the 
program breaks between commercials. (Vociferous will be discussed 
at greater length in Chapter 10.) 

If you are vocal (VO’-kal), you express yourself readily and freely 
by voice; vocal sounds are voiced; vocal music is sung; and you know 
what your vocal cords are for. 

To vocalize (VO’-ka-liz’) is to give voice to (“Vocalize your anger, 
don't hold it in!”), or to sing the vocals (or voice parts) of music. 
(Can you write the noun form of the verb vocalize? JA 
vocalist (VO'-ko-list) is a singer. And Magnavox (vox plus magnus, 
large) is the trade name for a brand of radios and TV sets. 


REVIEW OF ETYMOLOGY 


PREFIX, ROOT, SUFFIX MEANING 
1. aequus (equ-) equal 
ENGLISH WORD 
2. in- negative prefix 
ENGLISH WORD 
3. nox, noctis night 
ENGLISH WORD 
4. animus mind 
ENGLISH WORD 
5. -ity noun suffix 
ENGLISH WORD 
6. libra balance, weight, pound 
ENGLISH WORD 
7. -ist person who 
ENGLISH WORD 
8. latus, lateris side 
ENGLISH WORD 
9. equus horse 
ENGLISH WORD 
10. -ine like, descriptive of 
ENGLISH WORD 


11. pedis foot 


ENGLISH WORD 


12. paidos (ped-) child 

ENGLISH WORD 

13. vox, vocis voice 

ENGLISH WORD 

14. fero to bear, carry 
ENGLISH WORD 

15. magnus large 

ENGLISH WORD 


USING THE WORDS 


Can you pronounce the words? (I) 


1. equity EK'-wo-tee 

2. equitable EK'-wo-to-bol 

3. inequity in-EK’-wo-tee 

4. inequitable in-EK'-wo-to-bal 
5. iniquity in-IK"-wo-tee 

6. iniquitous in-IK'-wo-tos 

7. equinox EE’-kwo-noks’ 

8. equinoctial ee’-kwo-NOK’-shal 
9. nocturnal nok-TURN’-al 


10. nocturne NOK’-turn 


Can you pronounce the words? (Il) 


equanimity 
. equability 
. equable 


. equilibrium 


1. 

2 

3 

4 

5. equilibrist 
6. equilateral 
7. equestrian 
8. equine 

9. vociferous 
10. vocal 

11. vocalize 


12. vocalization 


13. vocalist 


ee’-kwoa (or ek’-wa) -NIM’-9-tee 
ee’-kwoa (or ek'-wo) -BIL’-a-tee 
EE’-kwo-bal or EK'-wo-bol 
ee’-kwo-LIB’-ree-om 
ee-KWIL'-a-brist 
ee-kwo-LAT’-ar-al 
o9-KWES"-tree-on 

EE’-kwin 

vo-SIF’-ar-as 

VO’-kal 

VO’-ka-liz’ 
vo'-ko-lo-ZAY'-shon 
VO’-ka-list 


Can you work with the words? (I) 


1. equity 


2. inequity 


3. iniquity 


4. equinox 


a. time when night and day are of 


equal length 


b. balance of mind; composure; 
calmness under trying 


circumstances 
c. horseback rider 


d. a horse 


. nocturne 


. equanimity 
. equilibrium 
. equestrian 


. equilibrist 
. equine 


. vocalist 


e. sinfulness; wickedness; 


immoral act; sin 
f. unfairness, injustice 
g. tightrope walker 
h. singer 
i. fairness, justice 


j. balance, especially between 


opposing forces 


k. night music 


KEY: 1-i, 2-f, 3-e, 4-a, 5-k, 6-b, 7-j, 8-c, 9-g, 10-d, 11-h 


Can you work with the words? (Il) 


9. 


10 


. equitable 


. inequitable 


. iniquitous 


. equinoctial 


. nocturnal 


. equable 


. equilateral 
. vociferous 


vocal 


. vocalize 


a. descriptive of time when night 
and day are of equal length 

b. give voice to; sing 

c. having equal sides 

d. using, or referring to, the 
voice; freely expressing by 
voice 

e. noisy, loud, clamorous 

f. calm, unruffled, even-tempered 

g. fair, just 

h. referring or pertaining to, or 
active at, night 

i. sinful, wicked, immoral 


j. unfair, unjust 


KEY: 1-g, 2-j, 3-i, 4-a, 5-h, 6-f, 7-c, 8-e, 9-d, 10-b 


Do you understand the words? 


1. Is life always equitable? 
YES | NO 
2. Does the cynic expect more inequity than equity in life? 
YES | NO 
3. Do ethical people practice iniquity? 
YES | NO 
4. Does the equinox occur once a month? 
YES | NO 
5. Are nocturnal animals active at night? 
YES | NO 
6. If you generally preserve your equanimity, do you often get very 
excited? 
YES | NO 
7. Is it easy to maintain your equilibrium on icy ground? 
YES | NO 
8. Is equability the mark of a calm, even-tempered person? 
YES | NO 
9. Does an equilateral triangle have equal sides? 
YES | NO 
10. Is an equine a dog? 
YES | NO 
11. If you demand something vociferously, do you make a lot of 
noise? 
YES | NO 
12. If you are vocal, do you have difficulty expressing yourself? 


YES NO 
13. Is a vocalist the same as an instrumentalist? 
YES NO 


KEY: 1-no, 2-yes, 3-no, 4-no, 5-yes, 6-no, 7-no, 8-yes, 9-yes, 10- 


no, 11-yes, 12-no, 13-no 


Can you recall the words? (l) 


1 


. to give voice to; to express aloud; to sing 


1. V 


. tightrope walker 


2. E 


. active or flourishing at night 


3. N 


. descriptive or characteristic of, or like, a horse 


4. E 


. referring to the voice; skillful or fluent in expressing by voice 


5. V 


. calm and unflappable in temperament 


6. E 


. Wicked, sinful 


7.1 


. night music 


8. N 


. fairness, justice 


9. E 


KEY: 1-vocalize, 2-equilibrist, 3-nocturnal, 4-equine, 5-vocal, 6- 
equable, 7-iniquitous, 8-nocturne, 9-equity 


Can you recall the words? (Il) 


1. loud, noisy, clamorous 
1. V 
2. person on horseback 
2: 
or E 
3. calmness or evenness of temper 
3.E 
or E 
4. unfair, unjust 
4. I 
5. sin; wickedness; grossly immoral behavior 
o.I 
6. time when day and night are of equal length 
6.E 
7. fair, just, evenhanded 
ZB 
8. physical balance; balance between opposing forces 
8.E 
9. having equal sides 
9. E 
10. singer 
10. V 


KEY: 1-vociferous, 2-equestrian or equestrienne, 3-equanimity or 
equability, 4-inequitable, 5-iniquity, 6-equinox, 7-equitable, 
8-equilibrium, 9-equilateral, 10-vocalist 


(End of Session 21) 


SESSION 22 


ORIGINS AND RELATED WORDS 


1. how to tickle 


Titillate comes from a Latin verb meaning to tickle, and may be 
used both literally and figuratively. That is (literally), you can 
titillate by gentle touches in strategic places; you are then causing an 
actual (and always very pleasant) physical sensation. Or you can 
(figuratively) titillate people, or their minds, fancies, palates (and 
this is the more common use of the word), by charm, brilliance, wit, 
promises, or in any other way your imagination can conceive. 

Titillation (tit'-o9-LAY'-shon) has the added meaning of light sexual 
stimulation. (Note that both noun and verb are spelled with a 
double I, not a double t.) 


2. how to flatter 


A compliment is a pleasant and courteous expression of praise; 
flattery is stronger than a compliment and often considered 
insincere. Adulation (aj’-3-LAY’-shen) is flattery and worship carried 
to an excessive, ridiculous degree. There are often public figures 
(entertainers, musicians, government officials, etc.) who receive 
widespread adulation, but those not in the public eye can also be 
adulated, as a teacher by students, a wife by husband (and vice 
versa), a doctor by patients, and so on. (The derivation is from a 
Latin verb meaning to fawn upon.) 

The adjective adulatory (aj'-o-lo-TAWR'-ee) ends in -ory, a suffix 
we are meeting for the first time in these pages. (Other adjective 


suffixes: -al, -ic, -ical, -ous.) 


3. ways of writing 


Proscribe, to forbid, is commonly used for medical, religious, or 
legal prohibitions. 

A doctor proscribes a food, drug, or activity that might prove 
harmful to the patient. The church proscribes, or announces a 
proscription (pro-SKRIP’-shen) against, such activities as may harm 
its parishioners. The law proscribes behavior detrimental to the 
public welfare. 

Generally, one might concede, proscribed activities are the most 
pleasant ones—as Alexander Woolcott once remarked, if something 
is pleasurable, it's sure to be either immoral, illegal, or fattening. 

The derivation is the prefix pro-, before, plus scribo, scriptus, to 
write. In ancient Roman times, a man's name was written on a 
public bulletin board if he had committed some crime for which his 
property or life was to be forfeited; Roman citizens in good standing 
would thereby know to avoid him. In a similar sense, the doctor 
writes down those foods or activities that are likely to commit 
crimes against the patient's health—in that way the patient knows 
to avoid them. 

Scribo, scriptus is the building block of scores of common English 
words: scribe, scribble, prescribe, describe, subscribe, script, the 
Scriptures, manuscript, typescript, etc. Describe uses the prefix de-, 
down—to describe is, etymologically, “to write down” about. 
Manuscript, combining manus, hand (as in manual labor), with 
scriptus, is something handwritten—the word was coined before the 
invention of the typewriter. The Scriptures are holy writings. To 
subscribe (as to a magazine) is to write one’s name under an order or 
contract (sub-, under, as in subway, subsurface, etc.); to subscribe to a 
philosophy or a principle is figuratively to write one’s name under 
the statement of such philosophy or principle. 

To inscribe is to write in or into (a book, for example, or metal or 
stone). A postscript is something written after (Latin post, after) the 


main part is finished. 
Note how -scribe verbs change to nouns and adjectives: 


VERB NOUN ADJECTIVE 
prescribe prescription prescriptive 
subscribe subscription subscriptive 


Can you follow the pattern? 


describe 
inscribe 


proscribe 


4. it’s obvious 


You are familiar with the word via, by way of, which is from the 
Latin word for road. (The Via Appia was one of the famous highways 
of ancient Roman times.) When something is obvious, etymologically 
it is right there in the middle of the road where no one can fail to 
see it—hence, easily seen, not hidden, conspicuous. And if you meet 
an obstacle in the road and dispose of it forthwith, you are doing 
what obviate says. Thus, if you review your work daily in some 
college subject, frenzied “cramming” at the end of the semester will 
be obviated. A large and steady income obviates fears of financial 
insecurity; leaving for work early will obviate worry about being 
late. To obviate, then, is to make unnecessary, to do away with, to 
prevent by taking effective measures or steps against (an 
occurrence, a feeling, a requirement, etc.). The noun is obviation 
(ob’-vee-AY’-shon). 

Surprisingly, via, road, is the root in the English word trivial (tri-, 
three). Where three roads intersect, you are likely to find busy 
traffic, lots of people, in short a fairly public place, so you are not 
going to talk of important or confidential matters, lest you be 


overheard. You will, instead, talk of trivial (TRIV’-ee-al) things— 
whatever is unimportant, without great significance; you will 
confine your conversation to trivialities (triv’-ee-AL’-9-teez) or to 
trivia (also a plural noun, pronounced TRIV’-ee-3), insignificant 
trifles. 


5. war 


Militate derives from militis, one of the forms of the Latin noun 
meaning soldier or fighting man. If something militates against you, it 
fights against you, i.e., works to your disadvantage. Thus, your 
timidity may militate against your keeping your friends. (Militate is 
always followed by the preposition against and, like obviate, never 
takes a personal subject—you don’t militate against anyone, but 
some habit, action, tendency, etc. militates against someone or 
something.) 

The adjective militant (MIL'-o-tont) comes from the same root. A 
militant reformer is one who fights for reforms; a militant campaign 
is one waged aggressively and with determination. The noun is 
militancy (MIL'-o-ton-see), and militant is also a noun for the person 
—“Sally is a militant in the Women's Liberation movement." 

Military and militia also have their origin in militis. 


6. first the bad news 


Built on Latin malus, bad, evil, to malign is to speak evil about, to 
defame, to slander. Malign is also an adjective meaning bad, harmful, 
evil, hateful, as in *the malign influence of his unconscious will to 
fail.” Another adjective form is malignant (mo-LIG'-nont), as in “a 
malignant glance," i.e., one showing deep hatred, or *a malignant 
growth," i.e., one that is cancerous (bad). 

The noun of malignant is malignancy (mo-LIG'-non-see), which, 
medically, is a cancerous growth, or, generally, the condition, state, 


or attitude of harmfulness, hatefulness, evil intent, etc. The noun 
form of the adjective malign is malignity (mo-LIG'-no-tee). 

Observe how we can construct English words by combining malus 
with other Latin roots. 

Add the root dico, dictus, to say or tell, to form malediction (mal'-o- 
DIK’-shen), a curse, i.e., an evil saying. Adjective: maledictory (mal’- 
9-DIK’-ta-ree). 

Add the root volo, to wish, to will, or to be willing, and we can 
construct the adjective malevolent (mo-LEV'-o-lent), wishing evil or 
harm—a malevolent glance, attitude, feeling, etc. The noun is 
malevolence (mo-LEV"'-o-lons). 

Add the root facio, factus, to do or make (also spelled, in English 
words, fec-, fic-, factus, or, as a verb ending, -fy), to form the 
adjective maleficent (mo-LEF'-o-sont), doing harm or evil, or causing 
hurt—maleficent acts, deeds, behavior. 

Can you figure out, and pronounce, the noun form of maleficent? 


A malefactor (MAL'-a-fak'-tor) is a wrongdoer, an evildoer, a 
criminal—a malefactor commits a malefaction (mal’-3-FAK’-shen), a 
crime, an evil deed. 

French is a “Romance” language, that is, a language based on 
Roman or Latin (as are, also, Spanish, Portuguese, Italian, and 
Romanian), and so Latin malus became French mal, bad, the source 
of maladroit (mal’-2-DROYT’), clumsy, bungling, awkward, 
unskillful, etymologically, having a “bad right hand.” (See adroit, 
Chapter 3.) The noun is maladroitness. Also from French mal: malaise 
(ms-LAYZ’), an indefinite feeling of bodily discomfort, as in a mild 
illness, or as a symptom preceding an illness; etymologically, “bad 
ease,” just as disease (dis-ease) is “lack of ease.” 

Other common words that you are familiar with also spring from 
Latin malus: malicious, malice, malady; and the same malus functions 
as a prefix in words like maladjusted, malcontent, malpractice, 
malnutrition, etc., all with the connotation of badness. 

And what’s the good news? See Session 23. 


REVIEW OF ETYMOLOGY 


PREFIX, ROOT, SUFFIX 
1. -ory 
ENGLISH WORD 
2. scribo, scriptus 
ENGLISH WORD 
3. de- 
ENGLISH WORD 
4. manus 
ENGLISH WORD 
5. sub- 
ENGLISH WORD 
6. in- 
ENGLISH WORD 
7. post 
ENGLISH WORD 
8. via 
ENGLISH WORD 
9. tri- 
ENGLISH WORD 
10. militis 
ENGLISH WORD 


11. malus 


MEANING 


adjective suffix 


to write 


down 


hand 


under 


in, into 


after 


road 


three 


soldier 


bad, evil 


ENGLISH WORD 


12. dico, dictus to say, tell 
ENGLISH WORD 

13. volo to wish 
ENGLISH WORD 

14. facio (fec-, fic-, fy) to do, make 
ENGLISH WORD 

15. -ence, -ancy noun suffix 
ENGLISH WORD 


WORKING WITH THE WORDS 


Can you pronounce the words? (I) 


1. titillation tit^-o-LAY'-shon 
2. adulation aj’-a-LAY’-shon 

3. adulatory AJ'-2-lo-tawr'-ee 
4. proscription pro-SKRIP’-shen 
5. proscriptive pro-SKRIP’-tiv 

6. obviation ob’-vee-AY’-shan 
7. trivial TRIV’-ee-al 

8. trivialities triv’-ee-AL’-3-teez 
9. trivia TRIV’-ee-a 


10. militant MIL’-9-tont 


11. militancy 
12. malign (adj.) 
13. malignity 
14. malignant 
15. malignancy 


Can you pronounce the words? 


. malediction 
. maledictory 
. malevolent 
. malevolence 
. maleficent 

. maleficence 
. malefactor 


. malefaction 


O ON WD OF FB Ù N (Là 


. maladroit 


= 
© 


. maladroitness 


Ó 
Ó 


. malaise 


MIL'-o-ton-see 
mo-LIN' 
mo-LIG"-no-tee 
mo-LIG"-nont 


mo-LIG’-non-see 


(II) 


mal'-o-DIK'-shon 
mal’-a-DIK’-ta-ree 
mo-LEV"'-o-lont 
mo-LEV"'-o-lons 
mo-LEF'-o-sont 
mo-LEF'-o-sons 
MAL'-o-fak'-tor 
mal'-o-FAK'"-shon 
mal’-a-DROYT’ 
mal'-o-DROYT'-nos 
mo-LAYZ' 


Can you work with the words? (I) 


1. titillation 


2. adulation 


a. prohibition 


b. hatefulness; harmfulness 


9. 


10 


. proscription 


. militancy 


. malignity 


. malediction 


. maladroitness 


. obviation 


malevolence 


. malaise 


c. clumsiness 

d. quality of wishing evil; ill-will 

e. prevention; fact or act of 
making unnecessary or of 
doing away with 

f. worship; excessive flattery 


g. vague feeling of bodily 
discomfort 

h. pleasurable stimulation; 
tickling 

i. a curse 


j. aggressiveness 


KEY: 1-h, 2-f, 3-a, 4-j, 5-b, 6-i, 7-c, 8-e, 9-d, 10-g 


Can you work with the words? (Il) 


1 
2 
3 
4. 
5 
6 
7 


. adulatory 

. proscriptive 
. militant 
malign 

. trivial 

. maledictory 


. malevolent 


. maladroit 


a. aggressive; "fighting" 

b. of no great consequence 

c. bearing ill-will; wishing harm 
d. of the nature of curses 

e. clumsy, awkward 

f. worshipful, adoring 

g. bad, harmful, hurtful 


h. relating or pertaining to 


prohibitions 


KEY: 1-f, 2-h, 3-a, 4-g, 5-b, 6-d, 7-c, 8-e 


Do you understand the words? 


1. Does a malignant look indicate kindly feelings? 
YES NO 

2. Is a cancer sometimes called a malignancy? 
YES | NO 

3. Are trivialties important? 
YES | NO 

4. If your house is cluttered with trivia, are these objects of great 
value? 
YES NO 

5. Do people enjoy having maledictions hurled at them? 
YES | NO 

6. Is a maleficent act likely to cause harm or hurt? 
YES | NO 

7. Does maladroitness show skill? 
YES | NO 

8. Is a malefactor a wrongdoer? 
YES | NO 

9. Does an adulatory attitude show exaggerated admiration? 
YES | NO 

10. Is militancy the same as passiveness? 

YES | NO 


KEY: 1-no, 2-yes, 3-no, 4-no, 5-no, 6-yes, 7-no, 8-yes, 9-yes, 10- 
no 


Can you recall the words? (I) 


1. clumsy, awkward 
1.M 

2. bearing ill-will; wishing harm 
2.M 

3. pleasurable stimulation 
3.T 

4. a person aggressively fighting for a cause 
4.M 

5. prohibition against something injurious 
5. P 

6. excessive flattery; exaggerated admiration 
6. A 

7. vague feeling of general physical discomfort 
7.M 

8. a criminal; a wrongdoer 
8. M 

9. a curse 
9. M 

10. a crime; bad or evil act or behavior 
10. M 


KEY: | 1-maladroit, 2-malevolent, 3-titillation, 4—militant, 5- 
proscription, 6-adulation, 7-malaise, 8-malefactor, 9- 
malediction, 10—malefaction 


Can you recall the words? (Il) 


1. fact or act of making unnecessary or of taking effective steps 
toward prevention 
1.0 
2. aggressive attitude 
2.M 
3. harmful, hurtful, bad 
3.M 
or M 
or M 
4. unimportant, insignificant 
4.T 
5. unimportant, insignificant things; trifles 
5.1 
or T 
6. cursing; of the nature of, or relating to, curses (adj. ) 
6. M 
7. worshipful 
7. À 


KEY: 1-obviation, 2-militancy, 3-malign, malignant, or maleficent, 
4-trivial, 5-trivialities or trivia, 6—maledictory, 7-adulatory 


(End of Session 22) 


SESSION 23 


ORIGINS AND RELATED WORDS 


1. so now what's the good news? 


Malus is bad; bonus is good. The adverb from the Latin adjective 
bonus is bene, and bene is the root found in words that contrast with 
the mal- terms we studied in the previous session. 

So benign (ba-NIN’) and benignant (bo-NIG"-nont) are kindly, good- 
natured, not harmful, as in benign neglect, a benign judge, a benign 
tumor (not cancerous), a benignant attitude to malefactors and 
scoundrels. The corresponding nouns are benignity (bo-NIG'-no-tee) 
and benignancy (ba-NIG’-nen-see). 

A malediction is a curse; a benediction (ben'-o-DIK-shon) is a 
blessing, a “saying good.” The adjective is benedictory (ben’-3-DIK’- 
to-ree). 

In contrast to maleficent is beneficent (bo-NEF'-o-sont), doing good. 
The noun? l 

In contrast to malefactor is benefactor (BEN’-ə-fak’-tər), one who 
does good things for another, as by giving help, providing financial 
gifts or aid, or coming to the rescue when someone is in need. If you 
insist on making sexual distinctions, a woman who so operates is a 
benefactress (BEN'-o-fak'-tros). And, of course, the person receiving 
the benefaction (ben-o-FAK'-shan), the recipient of money, help, etc., 
is a beneficiary (ben'-o-FISH'-or-ee or ben-o-FISH'-ee-air-ee). Benefit 
and beneficial are other common words built on the combination of 
bene and a form of facio, to do or make. 

So let others be malevolent toward you—confuse them by being 
benevolent (bo-NEV'-o-]ont)—wish them well. (Turn the other cheek? 


Why not?) The noun? 

The adjective bonus, good, is found in English bonus, extra 
payment, theoretically—but not necessarily—for some good act; in 
bonbon, a candy (a *good-good," using the French version of the 
Latin adjective); and in bona fide (BO’-na-FID’ or BO’-na-FI’-dee), 
etymologically, *in good faith," hence valid, without pretense, 
deception, or fraudulent intent—as a bona fide offer, a bona fide 
effort to negotiate differences, etc. Fides is Latin for faith or trust, as 
in fidelity (fo-DEL'-o-tee), faithfulness; Fido, a stereotypical name for 
a dog, one's faithful friend; infidel (IN'-fo-dal), one who does not 
have the right faith or religion (depending on who is using the 
term), or one who has no religion (Latin in-, not); and infidelity (in'- 
fo-DEL'-o-tee), unfaithfulness, especially to the marriage vows. 


2. say, do, and wish 


Benediction and malediction derive from dico, dictus, to say, tell. 
Dictate, dictator, dictation, dictatorial (dik'-to-TAWR'-ee-ol)—words 
that signify telling others what to do (“Do as I say!”)—are built on 
dico, as is predict, to tell beforehand, i.e., to say that something will 
occur before it actually does (pre-, before, as in prescient). 

The brand name Dictaphone combines dico with phone, sound; 
contradict, to say against, or to make an opposite statement (“Don’t 
contradict me!”; “That contradicts what I know”) combines dico with 
contra-, against, opposite; and addiction, etymologically “a saying to 
or toward,” or the compulsion to say “yes” to a habit, combines dico 
with ad-, to, toward. 

Facio, factus, to do or make (as in malefactor, benefactor), has, as 
noted, variant spellings in English words: fec-, fic-, or, as a verb 
ending, -fy. 

Thus factory is a place where things are made (-ory, place where); 
a fact is something done (i.e., something that occurs, or exists, or is, 
therefore, true); fiction, something made up or invented; 
manufacture, to make by hand (manus, hand, as in manuscript, 
manual), a word coined before the invention of machinery; artificial, 


made by human art rather than occurring in nature, as artificial 
flowers, etc.; and clarify, simplify, liquefy, magnify (to make clear, 
simple, liquid, larger) among hundreds of other -fy verbs. 

Volo, to wish, to will, to be willing (as in malevolent, benevolent), 
occurs in voluntary, involuntary, volunteer, words too familiar to need 
definition, and each quite obviously expressing wish or willingness. 
Less common, and from the same root, is volition (vo-LISH'-on), the 
act or power of willing or wishing, as in “of her own volition,” i.e., 
voluntarily, or “against her volition.” 


3. if you please! 


Placate is built on the root plac- which derives from two related 
Latin verbs meaning, 1) to please, and 2) to appease, soothe, or pacify. 

If you succeed in placating an angry colleague, you turn that 
person’s hostile attitude into one that is friendly or favorable. The 
noun is placation (play-KAY'-shon), the adjective either placative 
(PLAK'-o-tiv or PLAY'-ko-tiv) or placatory (PLAK'-o-taw-ree or PLAY’- 
ko-taw-ree). A more placatory attitude to those you have offended 
may help you regain their friendship; when husband and wife, or 
lovers, quarrel, one of them finally makes a placative gesture if the 
war no longer fulfills his or her neurotic needs—one of them 
eventually will wake up some bright morning in a placatory mood. 

But then, such is life, the other one may at that point be 
implacable (im-PLAK’-a-bal or im-PLAY"-ko-bol)—im- is a respelling 
of in-, not, before the letter p. One who can be soothed, whose 
hostility can be changed to friendliness, is placable (PLAK'-o-bal or 
PLAY’-ka-bal). 

Implacable has taken on the added meaning of unyielding to 
entreaty or pity; hence, harsh, relentless, as “The governor was 
implacable in his refusal to grant clemency.” 

The noun form of implacable is implacability (im-plak'-o-BIL'-o-tee 
or im-play'-ko-BIL'-o-tee). Can you write (and pronounce) the noun 
derived from placable? 


If you are placid (PLAS’-id), you are calm, easygoing, serene, 
undisturbed—etymologically, you are pleased with things as they 
are. Waters of a lake or sea, or the emotional atmosphere of a place, 
can also be placid. The noun is placidity (plo-SID'-o-tee). 

If you are complacent (kom-PLAY-sont) you are pleased with 
yourself (com-, from con-, with, together); you may, in fact, such is 
one common connotation of the word, be smug, too pleased with 
your position or narrow accomplishments, too easily self-satisfied, 
and the hour of reckoning may be closer than you realize. (Humans, 
as you know, are delighted to be critical of the contentment of 
others.) 

The noun is complacence (kom-PLAY'-sons) or complacency (kom- 
PLAY’-son-see). 


4. how to give—and forgive 


To condone is to forgive, overlook, pardon, or be uncritical of (an 
offense, or of an antisocial or illegal act). You yourself might or 
might not indulge in such behavior or commit such an offense, but 
you feel no urge to protest, or to demand censure or punishment for 
someone else who does. You may condone cheating on one’s income 
tax, shoplifting from a big, impersonal supermarket, or exceeding 
the speed limit, though you personally observe the law with 
scrupulousness. (Not everyone, however, is so charitable or 
forgiving.) The noun is condonation (kon'-do-NAY'-shon). 

Condone is built on Latin dono, to give, the root found in donor, 
one who gives; donate, to give; and donation, a gift. 


REVIEW OF ETYMOLOGY 


PREFIX, ROOT, SUFFIX MEANING 


1. bonus, bene good, well 


ENGLISH WORD 
2. fides 

ENGLISH WORD 
3. dico, dictus 

ENGLISH WORD 
4. pre- 

ENGLISH WORD 
5. phone 

ENGLISH WORD 
6. contra- 

ENGLISH WORD 
7. ad- 


ENGLISH WORD 


8. facio, factus, fec-, fic-, -fy 


ENGLISH WORD 

9. -ory 
ENGLISH WORD 
10. manus 
ENGLISH WORD 
11. volo 
ENGLISH WORD 
12. plac- 


ENGLISH WORD 


faith 


to say, tell 


before, beforehand 


sound 


against, opposite 


to, toward 


to make or do 


place where 


hand 


to wish, to will, to be willing 


to please, appease, soothe, pacify 


13. -ive adjective suffix 
ENGLISH WORD 

14. -ory adjective suffix 
ENGLISH WORD 

15. im- (in-) not; negative prefix 
ENGLISH WORD 

16. com- (con-) with, together 
ENGLISH WORD 

17. dono to give 


ENGLISH WORD 


USING THE WORDS 


Can you pronounce the words? (I) 


1. benign ba-NIN’ 

2. benignity ba-NIG’-na-tee 

3. benignant ba-NIG’-nent 

4. benignancy ba-NIG’-nen-see 
5. benediction ben’-3-DIK’-shan 
6. benedictory ben’-3-DIK’-ta-ree 
7. beneficent bo-NEF'-o-sont 

8. beneficence bo-NEF'"-o-sons 

9. benefactor BEN"-o-fak'-tor 


10. benefaction 
11. beneficiary 


12. benevolent 
13. benevolence 
14. bona fide 
15. fidelity 

16. infidelity 
17. infidel 


ben’-3-FAK’-shen 
ben’-3-FISH’-ar-ee or ben'-a- 
FISH’-ee-air-ee 
bo-NEV"-o-lont 
bo-NEV"-o-lons 

BO’-na FID’ or BO’-na FI’-dee 
fo-DEL'-o-tee 
in'-fo-DEL'-o-tee 

IN’-fa-dal 


Can you pronounce the words? (Il) 


1. dictatorial 
2. volition 
3. placation 


4. placative 
5. placatory 
6. placable 


7. implacable 


8. placability 


9. implacability 


dik’-to-TAWR’-ee-al 
vo-LISH'-on 

play-KAY'-shon 

PLAK'-o-tiv or PLAY'-ko-tiv 
PLAK’-3-tawr-ee or PLAY'-ko- 
tawr-ee 

PLAK'"-2-bal or PLAY'"-ko-bol 
im-PLAK’-3-bal or im-PLAY'-ko- 
bol 

plak'-o-BIL'-o-tee or play’-ka-BIL’- 
9-tee 


im-plak’-9-BIL’-3-tee or im-play’- 


10. placid 

11. placidity 

12. complacent 
13. complacence 
14. complacency 


15. condonation 


ko-BIL/'-o-tee 


PLAS’-id 


plə-SID’-ə-tee 
kəm-PLAY”-sənt 


kom-PLAY'-sons 


kom-PLAY’-son-see 


kon’-do-NAY’-shon 


Can you work with the words? (I) 


1. benign 


2. benedictory 


3. benevolent 


4. bona fide 


5. dictatorial 


6. placatory 
7. implacable 
8. placid 


£5 


s 


[e 


e 


(D 


Eh 


g. 
h. 


. wishing good things (for 


another) ; well disposed 
domineering; giving orders in 


a manner permitting no refusal 


. not to be soothed or pacified; 


unyielding to pity or entreaty 
tending, or intended, to pacify, 
to soothe, or to change 


hostility to friendliness 


. kindly, good-natured; not 


cancerous 
calm, unruffled, undisturbed 
self-satisfied; smug 


of the nature of, or relating to, 


blessings 


9. complacent i. in good faith; sincere; valid 


KEY: 1-e, 2-h, 3-a, 4-i, 5-b, 6-d, 7-c, 8-f, 9-g 


Can you work with the words? (Il) 


10. 


. benevolence 


. benefaction 


. beneficiary 


. infidelity 


. volition 


. placation 


. fidelity 


. condonation 


. placidity 


complacency 


g 


[e 


^ 0 2 


ga 


-a 


T. 


T. 


recipient of money, kindness, 


etc. 


free will 


. act of overlooking, or of 


forgiving, an offense or 


transgression 

faithfulness 
self-satisfaction; smugness 
calmness 


act of pacifying, or of turning 
hostility or anger into friendly 


feelings 


. attitude of wishing good things 


for another 


. faithlessness 


. good deed; act of charity or 


kindness 


KEY: 1-h, 2-j, 3-a, 4-i, 5-b, 6-g, 7-d, 8-c, 9-f, 10-e 


Do you understand the words? (I) 


1 


10. 


. Are benedictions given in houses of worship? 


YES NO 


. Is it pleasant to be the recipient of a beneficent act? 


YES NO 


. Are kind people benevolent? 


YES NO 


. Do placatory gestures often heal wounds and soothe disgruntled 


friends? 
YES NO 


. Are some unambitious people complacent? 


YES NO 


. Does benignity show malice? 


YES NO 


. Is a benefaction an act of philanthropy? 


YES NO 


. Is an implacable foe of corruption likely to condone corrupt acts? 


YES NO 


. Is a bona fide offer made insincerely? 


YES | NO 
Does a benignant attitude indicate hostility? 
YES | NO 


KEY: 1-yes, 2-yes, 3-yes, 4—yes, 5-yes, 6-no, 7-yes, 8-no, 9-no, 
10-no 


Do you understand the words? (Il) 


1. benign—hateful 
SAME OPPOSITE 
2. benignant—kindly 
SAME OPPOSITE 
3. benediction—malediction 
SAME OPPOSITE 
4. benefactor—evildoer 
SAME OPPOSITE 
5. beneficiary—giver 
SAME OPPOSITE 
6. benevolent—well disposed 
SAME OPPOSITE 
7. bona fide—valid 
SAME OPPOSITE 
8. fidelity—unfaithfulness 
SAME OPPOSITE 
9. infidel—true believer 
SAME OPPOSITE 
10. dictatorial—submissive 
SAME OPPOSITE 
11. placative—pacifying 
SAME OPPOSITE 
12. implacable—unyielding 
SAME OPPOSITE 


13. placid—calm 
SAME OPPOSITE 

14. complacent—discontented 
SAME OPPOSITE 

15. condonation—forgiveness 
SAME OPPOSITE 


KEY: 1-O, 2-S, 3-O, 4-O, 5-O, 6-5, 7-5, 8-0, 9-O, 10-0, 11-S, 
12-S, 13-5, 14-O, 15-S 


Can you recall the words? 


1. tending to give orders 
1.D 

2. act of overlooking (an offense, etc.) 
2.€ 

3. unyieldingly hostile; beyond soothing; relentless; pitiless 
3.1 

4. intended to soothe or pacify (adj.) 
4.P 
or P 

5. one's desire, wishes, or unforced will 
o. V 

6. calmness 
6.P 

7. self-satisfaction; smugness 
pone 
or C 

8. non-believer in the "true" religion 
8.I 

9. kindly; well disposed 
9. B 
or B 
or B 

10. unfaithfulness 
10. I 
11. involving a blessing (adj.) 


12. 


I3. 


14. 


15. 


16. 


17. 


18. 


11. B 

doing something good or kind (adj.) 
12. B 

faithfulness 

13. F 

sincere; valid; in good faith 

14. B 

one who does something good, kind, or charitable (for another) 
15. B 

a kind or charitable deed 

16. B 

recipient of kindness, gift, etc. 

17. B 

able to be soothed or pacified 

18. P 


KEY:  1-dictatorial, 2-condonation, 3-implacable, 4-placatory or 


placative, 5-volition, — 6-placidity, | 7-complacence or 
complacency, 8-infidel, 9-benign, benignant, or benevolent, 
10-infidelity, 11-benedictory, 12-beneficent, 13-fidelity, 14- 
bona fide, 15-benefactor, 16-benefaction, 17-beneficiary, 18- 
placable 


CHAPTER REVIEW 


A. Do you recognize the words? 


1. 


To belittle: 
(a) titillate, (b) disparage, (c) adulate 


. To be purposely confusing: 


(a) equivocate, (b) obviate, (c) proscribe 


. To work to the disadvantage of: 


(a) malign, (b) militate, (c) placate 


. To slander: 


(a) malign, (b) condone, (c) placate 


. Lack of equality: 


(a) parity, (b) disparity, (c) ambiguity 


. Phrase that may have two interpretations, one of them 


indelicate or off-color: 
(a) equivocation, (b) ambiguity, (c) double entendre 


. Hateful: 


(a) malignant, (b) benignant, (c) malaise 


. Ill will: 


(a) malaise, (b) malevolence, (c) maleficence 


. Kindly: 


(a) benevolent, (b) placid, (c) complacent 
10. Inflexibly hostile: 

(a) implacable, (b) placatory, (c) militant 
11. Giving orders imperiously: 

(a) benedictory, (b) dictatorial, (c) adulatory 
12. Self-satisfaction: 

(a) complacency, (b) placation, (c) placidity 


KEY: 1-b, 2-a, 3-b, 4-a, 5-b, 6-c, 7-a, 8-b, 9-a, 10-a, 11-b, 12-a 


B. Can you recognize roots? 


MEANING ROOT 
1. par 

EXAMPLE parity 
2. aequus (equ-) 

EXAMPLE equivocal 
3. vox, vocis 

EXAMPLE vocal 
4. nox, noctis 

EXAMPLE nocturnal 
5. libra 

EXAMPLE equilibrist 
6. latus, lateris 

EXAMPLE equilateral 
7. equus 

FXAMPLE equine 

8. pedis 

EXAMPLE pedestrian 


9. paidos (ped-) 


EXAMPLE pedagogue 
10. fero 

EXAMPLE vociferous 
11. magnus 

EXAMPLE magnify 
12. scribo, scriptus 
EXAMPLE proscribe 
13. manus 

EXAMPLE manuscript 
14. post 

EXAMPLE postscript 
15. via 

EXAMPIE trivial 

16. militis 

EXAMPLE militate 
17. malus 

EXAMPLE malefactor 
18. dico, dictus 
EXAMPLE dictatorial 
19. volo 

EXAMPLE volition 
20. facio (fec-, fic-, -fy) 


EXAMPLE benefactor 


fiction 
simplify 
21. bonus 
EXAMPLE bona fide 
22. fides 
EXAMPLE fidelity 
23. phone 
EXAMPLE Dictaphone 
24. plac- 
EXAMPLE placate 
25. dono 


EXAMPLE donation 


KEY: 1-equal, 2-equal, 3-voice, 4-night, 5-balance, 6-side, 7- 
horse, 8-foot, 9-child, 10-carry, bear, 11-large, 12-write, 
13-hand, 14-after, 15—road, 16-soldier, 17-bad, 18-say, tell, 
19-wish, 20-do, make, 21-good, 22-faith, 23-sound, 24- 
please, soothe, pacify, 25-give 


TEASER QUESTIONS FOR THE AMATEUR 
ETYMOLOGIST 


l. Keeping in mind the roots animus in equanimity and magnus in 
Magnavox or magnify, can you combine these two roots to form a 
noun meaning, etymologically, largeness of mind? . Can 
you figure out the adjective form, ending in -ous, of the noun you 
have constucted? 

2. If equilateral means equal- sided can you construct an adjective 
meaning two-sided? 

3. Trans- is a prefix meaning across. Build a verb meaning to write 
across (from one form or language to another): . What 
is the noun derived from this verb? 

4. What disease was so named on the erroneous aspon that it 
was caused by “bad air?” 

5. Facio may appear in English words as fec-. Using the prefix con-, 
together, can you form a noun sometimes used as a synonym for 
candy, cake, or ice cream (etymologically, *something made 
together")? 


(Answers in Chapter 18) 


THE THRILL OF RECOGNITION 


You have been adding, over the past twenty-three sessions, 
hundreds of words to your vocabulary; you have been learning 
hundreds of prefixes, roots, and suffixes that make it possible for 
you to figure out the meaning of many unfamiliar words you may 
come across in your reading. 

As time goes on and you notice more and more of the words you 
have studied whenever you read, or whenever you listen to lectures, 
the radio, or TV, the thrill of recognition plus the immediate 
comprehension of complex ideas will provide a dividend of 
incalculable value. 

You will hear these words in conversation, and you will begin to 
use them yourself, unself-consciously, whenever something you 
want to say is best expressed by one of the words that exactly 
verbalizes your thinking. Another priceless dividend! 

So keep on! You are involved in a dividend-paying activity that will 
eventually make you intellectually rich. 


(End of Session 23) 


1 Fulsome (FOOL’-sOm) does not mean, despite its appearance, fully or completely, but 
rather, offensive because of excessiveness or insincerity, often in reference to compliments, 


praise, admiration, or flattery. 


— —— Brief Intermission Five 


HOW TO SPEAK NATURALLY 


Consider this statement by Louis Bromfield, a noted author: “If I, as 
a novelist, wrote dialogue for my characters which was meticulously 
grammatical, the result would be the creation of a speech which 
rendered the characters pompous and unreal." 

And this one by Jacques Barzun, former literary critic for Harper's: 
“Speech, after all, is in some measure an expression of character, 
and flexibility in its use is a good way to tell your friends from the 
robots." 

Consider also this puckish remark by the late Clarence Darrow: 
“Even if you do learn to speak correct English, who are you going to 
speak it to?" 

These are typical reactions of professional people to the old 
restrictions of formal English grammar. Do the actual teachers of 
English feel the same way? Again, some typical statements: 

^Experts and authorities do not make decisions and rules, by logic 
or otherwise, about correctness," said E. A. Cross, then Professor of 
English at the Greeley, Colorado, College of Education. “All they can 
do is observe the customs of cultivated and educated people and 
report their findings." 

"Grammar is only an analysis after the facts, a post-mortem on 
usage," said Stephen Leacock in How To Write. *Usage comes first 
and usage must rule." 

One way to discover current trends in usage is to poll a cross 
section of people who use the language professionally, inquiring as 


to their opinion of the acceptability, in everyday speech, of certain 
specific and controversial expressions. A questionnaire I prepared 
recently was answered by eighty-two such people—thirty-one 
authors, seven book reviewers, thirty-three editors, and eleven 
professors of English. The results, some of which will be detailed 
below, may possibly prove startling to you if you have been 
conditioned to believe, as most of us have, that correct English is 
rigid, unchangeable, and exclusively dependent on grammatical 
rules. 


TEST YOURSELF 


1. Californians boast of the healthy climate of their state. 
RIGHT | WRONG 
2. Her new novel is not as good as her first one. 
RIGHT |= WRONG 
3. We can’t hardly believe it. 
RIGHT WRONG 
4. This is her. 
RIGHT | WRONG 
5. Who are you waiting for? 
RIGHT WRONG 
6. Please take care of whomever is waiting. 
RIGHT WRONG 
7. Whom would you like to be if you weren’t yourself? 
RIGHT WRONG 
8. My wife has been robbed. 
RIGHT | WRONG 
9. Is this desert fattening? 
RIGHT WRONG 


1. Californians boast of the healthy climate of their state. 


RIGHT. There is a distinction, says formal grammar, between 
healthy and healthful. A person can be healthy—I am still quoting the 
rule—if he possesses good health. But climate must be healthful, 
since it is conducive to health. This distinction is sometimes observed 
in writing but rarely in everyday speech, as you have probably 
noticed. Even the dictionaries have stopped splitting hairs—they 
permit you to say healthy no matter which of the two meanings you 
intend. 

“Healthy climate" was accepted as current educated usage by 
twenty-six of the thirty-three editors who answered the 
questionnaire, six of the seven book reviewers, nine of the eleven 
professors of English, and twenty of the thirty-one authors. The 
earlier distinction, in short, is rapidly becoming obsolete. 

2. Her new novel is not as good as her first one. 

RIGHT. If you have studied formal grammar, you will recall that 
after a negative verb the “proper” word is so, not as. Is this rule 
Observed by educated speakers? Hardly ever. 

In reference to the sentence under discussion, author Thomas W. 
Duncan remarked: *I always say—and write—as, much to the 
distress of my publisher's copyreader. But the fellow is a wretched 
purist." 

The tally on this use of as showed seventy-four for, only eight 
against. 

3. We can't hardly believe it. 

WRONG. Of the eighty-two professional people who answered my 
questionnaire, seventy-six rejected this sentence; it is evident that 
can't hardly is far from acceptable in educated speech. Preferred 
usage: We can hardly believe it. 

4. This is her. 

WRONG. This substitution of her where the rule requires she was 
rejected by fifty-seven of my eighty-two respondents. Paradoxically 
enough, although “It’s me" and “This is me" are fully established in 
educated speech, "This is her" still seems to be condemned by the 
majority of cultivated speakers. Nevertheless, the average person, I 


imagine, may feel a bit uncomfortable saying “This is she"—it 
sounds almost too sophisticated. 

This is more than an academic problem. If the voice at the other 
end of a telephone conversation makes the opening move with “Pd 
like to speak to Jane Doe [your name, for argument's sake]," you 
are, unfortunately, on the horns of a very real dilemma. "This is she" 
may sound prissy—“This is her” may give the impression that you're 
uneducated. Other choices are equally doubtful. "Talking!" is 
suspiciously businesslike if the call comes to your home, and “I am 
Jane Doe!" may make you feel like the opening line of a high school 
tableau. The need for a decision arises several times in a busy day— 
and, I am sorry to report, the English language is just deficient 
enough not to be of much help. I wonder how it would be if you just 
grunted affably? 

5. Who are you waiting for? 

RIGHT. Formal grammar not only requires whom but demands that 
the word order be changed to: “For whom are you waiting?" (Just 
try talking with such formality on everyday occasions and see how 
long you'll keep your friends.) 

Who is the normal, popular form as the first word of a sentence, 
no matter what the grammatical construction; and an opinion by 
Kyle Crichton, a well-known magazine editor, is typical of the way 
many educated people feel. Mr. Crichton says: “The most loathsome 
word (to me at least) in the English language is whom. You can 
always tell a half-educated buffoon by the care he takes in working 
the word in. When he starts it, I know I am faced with a pompous 
illiterate who is not going to have me long as company.” 

The score for acceptance of the sentence as it stands (with who) 
was sixty-six out of eighty-two. If, like most unpedantic speakers, 
you prefer who to whom for informal occasions, or if you feel as 
strongly about whom as Mr. Crichton does, you will be happy to 
hear that modern trends in English are all on your side. 

6. Please take care of whomever is waiting. 

WRONG. Whomever is awkward and a little silly in this sentence and 

brings to mind Franklin P. Adams’ famous remark on grammar: 


“ “Whom are you?’ asked Cyril, for he had been to night school." It 
is also contrary to grammatical rule. People who are willing to be 
sufficiently insufferable to use whomever in this construction have 
been tempted into error by the adjacent word of. They believe that 
since they are following a preposition with an objective pronoun 
they are speaking impeccable grammar. In actuality, however, 
whomever is not the object of the preposition of but the subject of 
the verb is waiting. Preferable form: Please take care of whoever is 
waiting. 

7. Whom would you like to be if you weren't yourself? 

WRONG. Here is another and typical example of the damage which 
an excessive reverence for whom can do to an innocent person's 
speech. Judged by grammatical rule, whom is incorrect in this 
sentence (the verb to be requires who); judged by normal speech 
patterns, it is absurd. This use of whom probably comes from an 
abortive attempt to sound elegant. 

8. My wife has been robbed. 

RIGHT—if something your wife owns was taken by means of 
thievery. However, if your wife herself was kidnapped, or in some 
way talked into leaving you, she was stolen, not robbed. To rob is to 
abscond with the contents of something—to steal is to walk off with 
the thing itself. Needless to say, both forms of activity are highly 
antisocial and equally illegal. 

9. Is this desert fattening? 

WRONG. The dessert that is fattening is spelled with two s's. With 
one s, it's a desert, like the Sahara. Remember the two s's in dessert 
by thinking how much you'd like two portions, if only your waistline 
permitted. 


10 


HOW TO TALK ABOUT VARIOUS SPEECH 
HABITS 


(Sessions 24—27) 


TEASER PREVIEW 


What adjective describes people who: 

are disinclined to conversation? 

are brief and to the point in their speech? 

are blocked or incoherent in their speech? 

show by their speech that they are trite and unimaginative? 
use more words than necessary? 

are forcefully compelling and logical in their speech? 

talk rapidly and fluently? 

are noisy and clamorous? 

are talkative? 


SESSION 24 


Perhaps some of your richest and most satisfying experiences have 
been with people to whom you can just talk, talk, talk. As you 
speak, previously untapped springs of ideas and emotions begin to 
flow; you hear yourself saying things you never thought you knew. 

What kinds of people might you find yourself in conversation 
with? In this chapter we start by examining ten types, discovering 
the adjective that aptly describes each one. 


IDEAS 


1. saying little 


There are some people who just don't like to talk. It's not that they 
prefer to listen. Good listeners hold up their end of the conversation 
delightfully—with appropriate facial expressions; with empathetic 
smiles, giggles, squeals, and sighs at just the right time; and with 
encouraging nods or phrases like “Go on!”, “Fantastic!”, “And then 
what happened?” 

These people like neither to talk nor to listen—they act as if 
conversation is a bore, even a painful waste of time. Try to engage 
them, and the best you may expect for your efforts is a vacant stare, 
a noncommittal grunt, or an impatient silence. Finally, in 
frustration, you give up, thinking. “Are they self-conscious? Do they 
hate people? Do they hate me?” 


The adjective: taciturn 


2. saying little—meaning much 


There is a well-known anecdote about Calvin Coolidge, who, 
when he was President, was often called (though probably not to his 
face) “Silent Cal”: 

A young newspaperwoman was sitting next to him at a banquet, 
so the story goes, and turned to him mischievously. 

“Mr. Coolidge,” she said, “I have a bet with my editor that I can 
get you to say more than two words to me this evening.” 

“You lose,” Coolidge rejoined simply. 


The adjective: laconic 


3. when the words won’t come 


Under the pressure of some strong emotion—fear, rage, anger, for 
example—people may find it difficult, or even impossible, to utter 
words, to get their feelings unjumbled and untangled enough to 
form understandable sentences. They undoubtedly have a lot they 
want to say, but the best they can do is sputter! 


The adjective: inarticulate 


4. much talk, little sense 


Miss Bates, a character in Emma, a novel by Jane Austen: 

“So obliging of you! No, we should not have heard, if it had not 
been for this particular circumstance, of her being able to come here 
so soon. My mother is so delighted! For she is to be three months 
with us at least. Three months, she says so, positively, as I am going 
to have the pleasure of reading to you. The case is, you see, that the 
Campbells are going to Ireland. Mrs. Dixon has persuaded her father 
and mother to come over and see her directly. I was going to say, 
but, however, different countries, and so she wrote a very urgent 
letter to her mother, or her father, I declare I do not know which it 
was, but we shall see presently in Jane’s letter ...” 


The adjective: garrulous 


5. unoriginal 


Some people are completely lacking in originality and 
imagination—and their talk shows it. Everything they say is trite, 
hackneyed, commonplace, humorless—their speech patterns are full 
of clichés and stereotypes, their phraseology is without sparkle. 


The adjective: banal 


6. words, words, words! 


They talk and talk and talk—it's not so much the quantity you 
object to as the repetitiousness. They phrase, rephrase, and re- 
rephrase their thoughts—using far more words than necessary, 
overwhelming you with words, drowning you with them, until your 
only thought is how to escape, or maybe how to die. 


The adjective: verbose 


7T. words in quick succession 


They are rapid, fluent talkers, the words seeming to roll off their 
tongues with such ease and lack of effort, and sometimes with such 
copiousness, that you listen with amazement. 


The adjective: voluble 


8. words that convince 


They express their ideas persuasively, forcefully, brilliantly, and 
in a way that calls for wholehearted assent and agreement from an 
intelligent listener. 


The adjective: cogent 


9. the sound and the fury 


Their talk is loud, noisy, clamorous, vehement. What may be 
lacking in content is compensated for in force and loudness. 


The adjective: vociferous 


10. quantity 


They talk a lot—a whole lot. They may be voluble, vociferous, 
garrulous, verbose, but never inarticulate, taciturn, or laconic. No 
matter. It's the quantity and continuity that are most conspicuous. 
^Were you vaccinated with a phonograph needle?" is the question 
you are tempted to ask as you listen. 


The adjective: loquacious 


These ten words revolve around the idea of varying kinds and 
ways of talking and not talking. Many of the adjectives are close in 
meaning, but each contains its unique difference. 


QUALITY ADJECTIVE 
1. silence, unresponsiveness taciturn 
2. economy, brevity, 
laconic 
meaningfulness 
3. awkwardness, sputtering, 
inarticulate 
incoherence 
4. rambling chatter garrulous 
5. hackneyed, unoriginal 
banal 


phraseology 
6. wordiness, repetitiousness verbose 
7. fluency, rapidity voluble 


8. logic, clarity, persuasiveness cogent 


9. noise, vehemence 


10. talkativeness 


USING THE WORDS 


Can you pronounce the words? 


. taciturn 

. laconic 

. inarticulate 
garrulous 
banal 
verbose 
voluble 


. cogent 


oO ON Aon à 9p MN on 


. vociferous 


= 
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. loquacious 


Can you work with the words? 


1. taciturn 
2. laconic 
3. inarticulate 


4. garrulous 


vociferous 


loquacious 


TAS'"-o-turn 
lo-KON"-ik 
in’-ahr-TIK’-ya-lot 
GAIR’-a-las 
BAY’-nal 
var-BOS’ 
VOL’-yo-bal 
KO’-jant 
vo-SIF’-ar-as 


lo-KWAY"-shos 


a. chattering meaninglessly 
b. wordy 
c. trite, hackneyed, unoriginal 


d. fluent and rapid 


10. 


. banal 
. verbose 


. voluble 


. cogent 


. Vociferous 


loquacious 


e. noisy, loud 

f. sputtering unintelligibly 

g. talkative 

h. brilliantly compelling, 
persuasive 

i. unwilling to engage in 
conversation 

j. using few words packed with 


meaning 


KEY: 1-i, 2-j, 3-f, 4-a, 5-c, 6-b, 7-d, 8-h, 9-e, 10-g 


Do you understand the words? 


I: 


10. 


Do taciturn people usually make others feel comfortable and 
welcome? 
YES | NO 


. Does a laconic speaker use more words than necessary? 


YES NO 


. Does rage make some people inarticulate? 


YES NO 


. Is it interesting to listen to garrulous old men? 


YES NO 


. Do banal speakers show a great deal of originality? 


YES NO 


. Is verbose a complimentary term? 


YES NO 


. Is it easy to be voluble when you don't know the subject you are 


talking about? 
YES | NO 


. Do unintelligent people usually make cogent statements? 


YES NO 


. Is a vociferous demand ordinarily made by a shy, quiet person? 


YES | NO 
Do loquacious people spend more time talking than listening? 
YES | NO 


KEY: 1-no, 2-no, 3-yes, 4-no, 5-no, 6-no, 7-no, 8-no, 9-no, 10- 
yes 


Can you recall the words? 


Do you know that new nerve patterns are formed by repeated 
actions? As a very young child, you tied your shoelaces and 
buttoned your clothing with great concentration—the activity was 
directed, controlled, purposeful, exciting. As you grew older and 
more skillful, you tied and buttoned with scarcely a thought of what 
you were doing. Your fingers flew about their task almost 
automatically—for the habit had formed a nerve pattern and the 
action needed little if any conscious attention. 

That's simple enough to understand. If you do not remember your 
own experiences, you can observe the phenomenon of struggling 
with a skill, mastering it, and finally making it a self-starting habit 
by watching any young child. Or you can simply take my word for 
it. 

You need not take my word for the way a mastery of new words is 
acquired. You can see in yourself, as you work with this book, how 
adding words to your vocabulary is exactly analogous to a child's 
mastery of shoelacing. First you struggle with the concepts; then 
you eventually master them; finally, by frequent work with the new 
words (now you see the reason for the great number of exercises, 
the repetitious writing, saying, thinking) you build up new nerve 
patterns and you begin to use the new words with scarcely any 
consciousness of what you are doing. 

Watch this common but important phenomenon closely as you do 
the next exercise. Your total absorption of the material so far has 
given you complete mastery of our ten basic words. Prove that you 
are beginning to form new nerve patterns in relation to these words 
by writing the one that fits each brief definition. The more quickly 


you think of the word that applies, the surer you can be that using 
these words will soon be as automatic and unself-conscious as 
putting on your shoes or buttoning/zipping yourself up in the 
morning. 


1. talkative 


IB 
2. noisy, vehement, clamorous 
2. V 
3. incoherent; sputtering 
3.I 
4. gabbing ceaselessly and with little meaning 
4. G 
5. disinclined to conversation 
o. T 
6. talking in hackneyed phraseology 
6. B 
7. showing a fine economy in the use of words 
VERE 
8. forceful and convincing 
8.C 
9. talking rapidly and fluently 
9. V 


10. using more words than necessary 
10. V 


KEY: 1-loquacious, 2-vociferous, 3-inarticulate, 4-garrulous, 5- 
taciturn, 6-banal, 7-laconic, 8-cogent, 9-voluble, 10-verbose 


(End of Session 24) 


SESSION 25 


ORIGINS AND RELATED WORDS 


1. about keeping one's mouth shut 


If you let your mind play over some of the taciturn people you 
know, you will realize that their abnormal disinclination to 
conversation makes them seem morose, sullen, and unfriendly. Cal 
Coolidge's taciturnity was world-famous, and no one, I am sure, ever 
conceived of him as cheerful, overfriendly, or particularly sociable. 
There are doubtless many possible causes of such verbal rejection of 
the world: perhaps lack of self-assurance, feelings of inadequacy or 
hostility, excessive seriousness or introspection, or just plain having 
nothing to say. Maybe, in Coolidge's case, he was saving up his 
words—after he did not “choose to run” in 1928, he wrote a daily 
column for the New York Herald Tribune at a rumored price of two 
dollars a word—and, according to most critics (probably all 
Democrats), he had seemed wiser when he kept silent. Coolidge 
hailed from New England, and taciturnity (tas-o-TURN'-o-tee) in that 
part of the country, so some people say, is considered a virtue. Who 
knows, the cause may be geographical and climatic, rather than 
psychological. 


Taciturn is from a Latin verb taceo, to be silent, and is one of those 
words whose full meaning cannot be expressed by any other 
combination of syllables. It has many synonyms, among them silent, 
uncommunicative, reticent, reserved, secretive, close-lipped, and close- 
mouthed; but no other word indicates the permanent, habitual, and 
temperamental disinclination to talk implied by taciturn. 


2. better left unsaid 


Tacit (TAS’-it) derives also from taceo. 

Here is a man dying of cancer. He suspects what his disease is, 
and everyone else, of course, knows. Yet he never mentions the 
dread word, and no one who visits him ever breathes a syllable of it 
in his hearing. It is tacitly understood by all concerned that the word 
will remain forever unspoken. 

(Such a situation today, however, may or may not be typical— 
there appears to be a growing tendency among physicians and 
family to be open and honest with people who are dying.) 

Consider another situation: 

An executive is engaging in extracurricular activities with her 
secretary. Yet during office time they are as formal and distant as 
any two human beings can well be. Neither of them ever said to the 
other, “Now, look here, we may be lovers after five o'clock, but 
between nine and five we must preserve the utmost decorum, 
okay?" Such speech, such a verbal arrangement, is considered 
unnecessary—so we may say that the two have a tacit agreement 
(i.e, nothing was ever actually said) to maintain a complete 
employer-employee relationship during office hours. 

Anything tacit, then, is unspoken, unsaid, not verbalized. We 
speak of a tacit agreement, arrangement, acceptance, rejection, 
assent, refusal, etc. A person is never called tacit. 

The noun is tacitness (TAS'-it-nos). (Bear in mind that you can 
transform any adjective into a noun by adding -ness, though in many 
cases there may be a more sophisticated, or more common, noun 
form.) 

Changing the a of the root taceo to i, and adding the prefix re-, 
again, and the adjective suffix -ent, we can construct the English 
word reticent (RET'-o-sont). 

Someone is reticent who prefers to keep silent, whether out of 
shyness, embarrassment, or fear of revealing what should not be 
revealed. (The idea of “againness” in the prefix has been lost in the 
current meaning of the word.) 


We have frequently made nouns out of -ent adjectives. Write two 
possible noun forms of reticent: , or, less commonly, 


3. talk, talk, talk! 


Loquacious people love to talk. This adjective is not necessarily a 
put-down, but the implication, when you so characterize such 
people, is that you wish they would pause for breath once in a while 
so that you can get your licks in. The noun is loquacity (lo-KWAS'-a- 
tee), or, of course, loquaciousness. 

The word derives from Latin loquor, to speak, a root found also in: 

1. soliloquy (sa-LIL'-o-kwee)—a speech to oneself (loquor plus 
solus, alone), or, etymologically, a speech when alone. 

We often talk to ourselves, but usually silently, the words going 
through our minds but not actually passing our lips. The term 
soliloquy is commonly applied to utterances made in a play by 
characters who are speaking their thoughts aloud so the audience 
won't have to guess. The soliloquist (so-LIL'-o-kwist) may be alone; 
or other members of the cast may be present on stage, but of course 
they don't hear what's being said, because they're not supposed to 
know. Eugene O'Neill made novel uses of soliloquies in Mourning 
Becomes Electra—the characters made honest disclosures of their 
feelings and thoughts to the audience, but kept the other players in 
the dark. 

The verb is to soliloquize (so-LIL'-o-kwiz"). 


2. A ventriloquist (ven-TRIL'-a-kwist) is one who can throw his 
voice. A listener thinks the sound is coming from some source other 
than the person speaking. The combining root is Latin venter, ventris, 
belly; etymologically, ventriloquism (ven-TRIL'-o-kwiz-om) is the art 
of “speaking from the belly." The adjective is ventriloquistic (ven- 
tril’-a-KWIS’-tik). Can you figure out how the verb will end? Write 
the verb: 


3. Colloquial (ke-LO’-kwee-al) combines loquor, to speak, with the 
prefix con-. (Con- is spelled col- before a root starting with l; cor- 
before a root starting with r; com- before a root starting with m, p, 
or b.) When people speak together they are engaging in 
conversation—and their language is usually more informal and less 
rigidly grammatical than what you might expect in writing or in 
public addresses. Colloquial patterns are perfectly correct—they are 
simply informal, and suitable to everyday conversation. 

A colloquialism (ka-LO’-kwee-a-liz-am), therefore, is a 
conversational-style expression, like “He hasn’t got any” or “Who are 
you going with?” as contrasted to the formal or literary “He has 
none” or “With whom are you going?” Colloquial English is the 
English you and I talk on everyday occasions—it is not slangy, 
vulgar, or illiterate. 


4. A circumlocution (sur-kom-lo-KYOO'-shon) is, etymologically, a 
“talking around” (circum-, around). Any way of expressing an idea 
that is roundabout or indirect is circumlocutory (sur’-kam-LOK’-yo- 
tawr’-ee)—you are now familiar with the common adjective suffix - 
ory. 


REVIEW OF ETYMOLOGY 


PREFIX, ROOT, SUFFIX MEANING 
1. taceo to be silent 

ENGLISH WORD 
2. -ity noun suffix 

ENGLISH WORD 
3. -ness noun suffix 


ENGLISH WORD 


4. -ent 
ENGLISH WORD 

9. -ence, -ency 
ENGLISH WORD 

6. re- 
ENGLISH WORD 

7. loquor 
ENGLISH WORD 

8. solus 
ENGLISH WORD 

9. -ist 
ENGLISH WORD 
10. -ize 
ENGLISH WORD 
11. venter, ventris 
ENGLISH WORD 
12. -ic 
ENGLISH WORD 
13. -ous 


ENGLISH WORD 


14. con-, col-, com-, cor- 


ENGLISH WORD 


15. -al 


adjective suffix 


noun suffix 


again 


to speak 


alone 


one who 


verb suffix 


belly 


adjective suffix 


adjective suffix 


with, together 


adjective suffix 


ENGLISH WORD 
16. -ism noun suffix 


ENGLISH WORD 


WORKING WITH THE WORDS 


Can you pronounce the words? 


1. taciturnity tas-o-TURN’-a-tee 
2. tacit TAS’-it 
3. tacitness TAS’-ot-nas 
4. reticent RET'-o-sont 
5. reticence RET'-o-sons 
6. reticency RET"'-o-son-see 
7. loquaciousness lo-KWAY"-shos-nos 
8. loquacity lo-KWAS'-o-tee 
9. soliloquy so-LIL'-o-kwee 
10. soliloquist so-LIL'-o-kwist 
11. soliloquize so-LIL'-o-kwiz' 
12. ventriloquist ven’-TRIL’-3-kwist 
13. ventriloquism ven-TRIL’-3-kwiz-om 
14. ventriloquistic ven-tril^-o-KWIS'"-tik 
15. ventriloquize ven-TRIL'-o-kwiz' 


16. colloquial ka-LO’-kwee-al 


17. colloquialism ko-LO"-kwee-o-liz-om 
18. circumlocution sur'-kom-lo-KYOO'"-shon 


19. circumlocutory sur'-kom-LOK'"-y2-tawr'-ee 


Can you work with the words? 


a. unwillingness to talk, or 
1. taciturnity disclose, out of fear, shyness, 


reserve, etc. 


b. talking, or a speech, *to 
2. tacitness 
oneself” 


3. reticence c. art of throwing one’s voice 


a4 it d. unwillingness to engage in 
. loquacity i 
conversation 


Ed e. informal expression used in 
. soliloquy 
everyday conversation 


f. state of being understood 
6. ventriloquism 
though not actually expressed 
g. a talking around; method of 
7. colloquialism talking indirectly or in a 
roundabout way 


8. circumlocution h. talkativeness 


KEY: 1-d, 2-f, 3-a, 4-h, 5-b, 6-c, 7-e, 8-g 


Do you understand the words? 


1 


. A tacit understanding is put into words. 


TRUE FALSE 


. Inhibited people are seldom reticent about expressing anger. 


TRUE FALSE 


. A soliloquist expresses his thoughts aloud. 


TRUE FALSE 


. A ventriloquistic performance on stage involves a dummy who 


appears to be talking. 
TRUE FALSE 


. A colloquial style of writing is ungrammatical. 


TRUE FALSE 


. Circumlocutory speech is direct and forthright. 


TRUE FALSE 


. Inarticulate people are generally given to loquaciousness. 


TRUE FALSE 


. A soliloquy is a dialogue. 


TRUE FALSE 


KEY: 1-F, 2-F, 3-T, 4-T, 5-F, 6-F, 7-F, 8-F 


Can you recall the words? 


1. 


2. 


10. 


to speak to oneself 
1. S 

to throw one’s voice 
2. V 


. unwillingness to engage in conversation 


3. T 


. unspoken 


4. T 


. referring to an indirect, roundabout style of expression (adj.) 


5. C 


. suitable for informal conversation 


6. C 


. talkativeness 


TAG 
or L 


. reluctance to express one’s feelings or thoughts 


8. R 
orR 


. a speech to oneself, especially in a play 


9. S 
an indirect, roundabout expression 
10. C 


KEY:  1-soliloquize, 2-ventriloquize, 3-taciturnity, 4-tacit, 5- 
circumlocutory, 6-colloquial, 7-loquaciousness or loquacity, 
8-reticence or reticency, 9-soliloquy, 10-circumlocution 


(End of Session 25) 


SESSION 26 


ORIGINS AND RELATED WORDS 


1. a Spartan virtue 


In ancient Sparta, originally known as Laconia, the citizens were 
long-suffering, hard-bitten, stoical, and military-minded, and were 
even more noted for their economy of speech than Vermonters, if 
that is possible. Legend has it that when Philip of Macedonia was 
storming the gates of Sparta (or Laconia), he sent a message to the 
besieged king saying, “If we capture your city we will burn it to the 
ground." A one-word answer came back: "If." It was now probably 
Philip's turn to be speechless, though history does not record his 
reaction. 

It is from the name Laconia that we derive our word laconic— 
pithy, concise, economical in the use of words almost to the point of 
curtness; precisely the opposite of verbose. 

Like the man who was waiting at a lunch counter for a ham 
sandwich. When it was ready, the clerk inquired politely, ^Will you 
eat it here, or take it with you?" 

“Both,” was the laconic reply. 

Or like the woman who was watching a lush imbibing dry 
martinis at a Third Avenue bar in New York City. The drunk 
downed the contents of each cocktail glass at one gulp, daintily 
nibbled and swallowed the bowl, then finally turned the glass over 
and ate the base. The stem he threw into a corner. This amazing 
gustatory feat went on for half an hour, until a dozen stems were 
lying shattered in the corner, and the drunk had chewed and 
swallowed enough bowls and bases to start a glass factory. He 
suddenly turned to the lady and asked belligerently, “I suppose you 


think I’m cuckoo, don't you?" *Sure—the stem is the best part,” was 
the laconic answer. 

(It was doubtless this same gentleman, in his accustomed state of 
intoxication, who found himself painfully weaving his way along 
Wilshire Boulevard in Beverly Hills, California—he had somehow 
gotten on a TWA jetliner instead of the subway—when he realized, 
almost too late, that he was going to bump into a smartly dressed 
young woman who had just stepped out of her Mercedes-Benz to go 
window-shopping along the avenue. He quickly veered left, but by 
some unexplainable magnetic attraction the woman veered in the 
same direction, again making collision apparently inevitable. With 
an adroit maneuver, the drunk swung to the right—the lady, by now 
thoroughly disoriented, did the same. Finally both jammed on the 
brakes and came to a dead stop, face to face, and not six inches 
apart; and as the alcoholic fumes assailed the young lady's nostrils, 
she sneered at the reeking, swaying man, as much in frustration as 
in contempt: “Oh! How gauche!” “Fine!” was his happy response. 
^How goesh with you?" This answer, however, is not laconic, merely 
confused.) 


We have learned that -ness, -ity, and -ism are suffixes that 
transform adjectives into nouns—and all three can be used with 
laconic: 

...With characteristic laconicness (lo-KON'-ok-nos) 

...her usual laconicity (lak’-3-NIS’-a-tce) 

...his habitual laconism (LAK'-o-niz-om) 

... With, for him, unusual laconicism (lo-KON'"-o-siz-om) 

A laconism is also the expression itself that is pithy and concise, as 
the famous report from a naval commander in World War II: *Saw 
sub, sank same." 


2. brilliant 


Cogent is a term of admiration. A cogent argument is well put, 
convincing, hardly short of brilliant. Cogency (KO’-jan-see) shows a 


keen mind, an ability to think clearly and logically. The word 
derives from the Latin verb cogo, to drive together, compel, force. A 
cogent argument compels acceptance because of its logic, its 
persuasiveness, its appeal to one's sense of reason. 


3. back to talk 


You will recall that loquor, to speak, is the source of loquacity, 
soliloquy, ventriloquism, colloquialism, circumlocution. This root is also 
the base on which eloquent (EL'-o-kwont), magniloquent (mag-NIL'-a- 
kwent), and grandiloquent (gran-DIL'-o-kwont) are built. 

The eloquent person speaks out (e-, from ex-, out), is vividly 
expressive, fluent, forceful, or persuasive in language (“the 
prosecutor's eloquent plea to the jury"). The word is partially 
synonymous with cogent, but cogent implies irresistible logical 
reasoning and intellectual keenness, while eloquent suggests artistic 
expression, strong emotional appeal, the skillful use of language to 
move and arouse a listener. 

Magniloquent (magnus, large) and grandiloquent (grandis, grand) 
are virtually identical in meaning. Magniloquence or grandiloquence is 
the use of high-flown, grandiose, even pompous language; of large 
and impressive words; of lofty, flowery, or over-elegant 
phraseology. Home is a place of residence; wife is helpmate, helpmeet, 
or better half; women are the fair sex; children are offspring or 
progeny; a doctor is a member of the medical fraternity; people are the 
species Homo sapiens, etc., etc. 

Loquacious, verbose, voluble, and garrulous people are all talkative; 
but each type, you will recall, has a special quality. 

If you are loquacious, you talk a lot because you like to talk and 
doubtless have a lot to say. 

If you are verbose, you smother your ideas with excess words, with 
such an overabundance of words that your listener either drops into 
a state of helpless confusion or falls asleep. 

If you are voluble, you speak rapidly, fluently, glibly, without 
hesitation, stutter, or stammer; you are vocal, verbal, and highly 


articulate. 

If you are garrulous, you talk constantly, and usually aimlessly and 
meaninglessly, about trifles. We often hear the word used in “a 
garrulous old man" or *a garrulous old woman," since in very 
advanced age the mind may wander and lose the ability to 
discriminate between the important and the unimportant, between 
the interesting and the dull. 

Verbose is from Latin verbum, word—the verbose person is wordy. 

Voluble comes from Latin volvo, volutus, to roll—words effortlessly 
roll off the voluble speaker's tongue. 

And garrulous derives from Latin garrio, to chatter—a garrulous 
talker chatters away like a monkey. 

The suffix -ness can be added to all these adjectives to form nouns. 
Alternate noun forms end in -ity: 


verbosity (vor-BOS'"-o-tee) 
volubility (vor-y2-BIL/'-o-tee) 
garrulity (go-ROOL'-o-tee) 


4. at large 


We discovered magnus, large, big, great, in Chapter 9, in 
discussing Magnavox (etymologically, ^big voice"), and find it again 
in magniloquent (etymologically, *talking big"). The root occurs in a 
number of other words: 


1. Magnanimous  (mag-NAN"'-o-mos)—big-hearted, generous, 
forgiving (etymologically, *great-minded"). (Magnus plus animus, 
mind.) We'll discuss this word in depth in Chapter 12. 

2. Magnate (MAG’-nayt)—a person of great power or influence, a 
big wheel, as a business magnate. 

3. Magnify—to make larger, or make seem larger (magnus plus -fy 
from facio, to make), as in “magnify your problems." 

4. Magnificent—magnus plus fic-, from facio. 


5. Magnitude—magnus plus the common noun suffix -tude, as in 
fortitude, multitude, gratitude, etc. 

6. Magnum (as of champagne or wine)—a large bottle, generally 
two fifths of a gallon. 

7. Magnum opus (MAG’-nam O’-pes)—etymologically, a “big 
work"; actually, the greatest work, or masterpiece, of an artist, 
writer, or composer. Opus is the Latin word for work; the plural of 
opus is used in the English word opera, etymologically, *a number of 
works," actually a musical drama containing overture, singing, and 
other forms of music, i.e., many musical works. The verb form 
opero, to work, occurs in operate, co-operate, operator, etc. 


5. words, words, words! 


Latin verbum is word. A verb is the important word in a sentence; 
verbatim (vor-BAY'-tim) is word-for-word (a verbatim report). 

Verbal (VUR’-bal), ending in the adjective suffix -al, may refer 
either to a verb, or to words in general (a verbal fight); or it may 
mean, loosely, oral or spoken, rather than written (verbal agreement 
or contract); or, describing people (“she is quite verbal"), it may 
refer to a ready ability to put feelings or thoughts into words. 

Working from verbal, can you add a common verb suffix to form a 
word meaning to put into words? 

Verbiage (VUR'-bee-oj) has two meanings: an excess of words 
(“Such verbiage!"); or a style or manner of using words (medical 
verbiage, military verbiage). 


6. roll on, and on! 


Volvo, volutus, to roll, the source of voluble, is the root on which 
many important English words are based. 

Revolve (ra-VOLV^)—roll again (and again), or keep turning 
round. Wheels revolve, the earth revolves around the sun, the 
cylinder of a revolver revolves, (The prefix is re-, back or again.) 


The noun is revolution (rev-o-LOO'-shon), which can be one such 
complete rolling, or, by logical extension, a radical change of any 
sort (TV was responsible for a revolution in the entertainment 
industry), especially political (the American, or French, Revolution). 
The adjective revolutionary (rev'-o-LOO'-shon-air'-ee) introduces us to 
a new adjective suffix, -ary, as in contrary, disciplinary, stationary, 
imaginary, etc. (But -ary is sometimes also a noun suffix, as in 
dictionary, commentary, etc.) 

Add different prefixes to volvo to construct two more English 
words: 

1. involve—etymologically, “roll in" (“I didn't want to get 
involved!”). Noun: involvement. 

2. evolve (8-VOLV’)—etymologically, “roll out" (e-, out); hence to 
unfold, or gradually develop (“The final plan evolved from some 
informal discussions"; “The political party evolved from a group of 
interested citizens who met frequently to protest government 
actions"). 

By analogy with the forms derived from revolve, can you construct 
the noun and adjective of evolve? Noun: . Adjective: 


REVIEW OF ETYMOLOGY 


PREFIX, ROOT, SUFFIX MEANING 
1. Laconia Sparta 

ENGLISH WORD 
2. -ness noun suffix 

ENGLISH WORD 
3. -ism noun suffix 


ENGLISH WORD 


4. -ity 
ENGLISH WORD 
5. e- (ex-) 
ENGLISH WORD 

6. -ent 
ENGLISH WORD 
7. -ence 
ENGLISH WORD 
8. magnus 
ENGLISH WORD 
9. grandis 
ENGLISH WORD 
10. verbum 
ENGLISH WORD 
11. volvo, volutus 
ENGLISH WORD 
12. garrio 
ENGLISH WORD 
13. animus 
ENGLISH WORD 
14. -fy 
ENGLISH WORD 


15. -tude 


noun suffix 


out 


adjective suffix 


noun suffix 


big 


grand 


word 


to roll 


to chatter 


mind 


to make 


noun suffix 


ENGLISH WORD 
16. opus 
ENGLISH WORD 
17. opero 
ENGLISH WORD 
18. -al 
ENGLISH WORD 
19. -ize 
ENGLISH WORD 
20. re- 
ENGLISH WORD 
21. -ary 
ENGLISH WORD 
22. in- 


ENGLISH WORD 


USING THE WORDS 


work 


to work 


adjective suffix 


verb suffix 


again, back 


adjective suffix 


in 


Can you pronounce the words? (I) 


1. laconicity 
2. laconism 
3. laconicism 


4. eloquent 


lak'-o-NIS'"-o-tee 
LAK'-o-niz-om 
lo-KON'-2-siz-om 


EL'/-o-kwont 


O ON O Ul 


10. 
11. 
12. 
13. 


. eloquence 

. magniloquent 

. magniloquence 
. grandiloquent 
. grandiloquence 
verbosity 
volubility 
garrulity 


cogency 


EL'-o-kwons 
mag-NIL'-o-kwont 
mag-NIL'-o-kwons 
gran-DIL'-o-kwont 
gran-DIL’-a-kwons 
vor-BOS’-a-tee 
vol'-yo-BIL'-o-tee 
ga-ROO’-la-tee 


KO"-jon-see 


Can you pronounce the words? (Il) 


10. 
11. 
12. 


1 
2 
3 
4 
Di 
6 
7 
8 
9 


. magnanimous 
. magnate 

. magnum opus 
. verbatim 
verbal 

. verbalize 

. verbiage 

. revolve 

. revolution 
revolutionary 
evolve 


evolution 


mag-NAN"'-o-mos 
MAG’-nayt 
MAG"-nam O’-pas 
vor-BAY'-tim 
VUR'"-bel 
VUR'"-be-liz' 
VUR’-bee-aj 
ro-VOLV" 
rev'-o-LOO'-shon 
rev'-o-LOO"-sho-nair'-ee 
3-VOLV’ 
ev'-9-LOO"-shan 


13. 


evolutionary 


ev'-o-LOO'-sho-nair'-ee 


Can you work with the words? (I) 


1; 


10. 


11. 


laconicity 


. eloquence 


. magniloquence 


. verbosity 


. volubility 


. garrulity 
. magnum opus 


. magnate 


. revolution 


evolution 


cogency 


b. 


d. 


. floweriness, pompousness, or 


elegance in speech 


incessant chatter with little 


meaning 


. big wheel; important or 


influential person 
great artistic work; 
masterpiece 

a gradual unfolding or 


development; *a rolling out" 


. *a rolling round"; radical 


change; political upheaval 


. great economy in speech 


fluency, ease, and/or rapidity 


of speech 


. great, artistic, or emotional 


expressiveness 


. wordiness 


persuasiveness through logic; 


keen-mindedness in reasoning 


KEY: 1-g, 2-i, 3-a, 4-j, 5-h, 6-b, 7-d, 8-c, 9-f, 10-e, 11-k 


Can you work with the words? (Il) 


1. laconism 


2. verbiage 


3. verbalize 


4. verbal 


5. verbatim 


6. revolutionary 


7. evolutionary 


8. grandiloquent 


9. eloquent 


7 w 


E 


Q 


(D 


Eh 


9a 


2H 


Ee 


word for word 
to put into words 


causing, or resulting from, 
radical change; new and 


totally different 


. resulting or developing 


gradually from (something) 


. expressive; emotionally 


moving 

pithiness or economy of 
expression; word or phrase 
packed with meaning 
big-hearted; generous, 
forgiving 

referring or pertaining to, or 
involving, words; oral, rather 


than written 


. using flossy, flowery, elegant, 


or impressive phraseology 


10. magnanimous j. wordiness; style or manner of 


using words; type of words 


KEY: 1-f, 2-j, 3-b, 4-h, 5-a, 6-c, 7-d, 8-i, 9-e, 10-g 


Do you understand the words? 


l. 


10. 


Is laconicism characteristic of a verbose speaker? 
YES | NO 


. Does a magniloquent speaker use short, simple words? 


YES NO 


. Does a frog evolve from a tadpole? 


YES NO 


. Is an eloquent speaker interesting to listen to? 


YES NO 


. Do verbose people use a lot of verbiage? 


YES NO 


. Is volubility characteristic of an inarticulate person? 


YES NO 


. Does verbosity show a careful and economical use of words? 


YES NO 


. Is a verbal person usually inarticulate? 


YES NO 


. Is a magnun opus one of the lesser works of a writer, artist, or 


composer? 

YES | NO 

Is a magnanimous person selfish and petty-minded? 
YES | NO 


KEY: 1-no, 2-no, 3-yes, 4—yes, 5-yes, 6-no, 7-no, 8-no, 9-no, 10- 
no 


Can you recall the words? 


1. gradually unfolding, resulting, or developing (adj.) 
l.E 

2. causing, or resulting from, radical change (adj.) 
2.R 

3. quality of conciseness and economy in the use of words 
3 L 
or L 
or L 
or L 

4. expressiveness in the use of words 
4. E 

5. turn round and round 
5. R 

6. important person, as in the commercial world 
6. M 

7. unselfish; generous; noble in motive; big-hearted; forgiving 
7.M 

8. using words easily; vocal; articulate; referring to, or involving, 

words; oral, rather than written 

8. V 

9. style of word usage; type of words; overabundance of words 
9. V 

10. wordiness; quality of using excess words 
10. V 
11. elegance in word usage 


12. 


13. 


14. 


15. 


16. 


11. M 

or G 

quality of chattering on and on about trivia, or with little 
meaning 

12. G 

fluency and ease in speech 

13. V 

word for word 

14. V 

masterpiece; great artistic work 

15. M O 

persuasiveness and forcefulness in speech or writing through 
closely reasoned logic 

16. C 


KEY: 


l-evolutionary, 2-revolutionary, 3-laconism, laconicism, 
laconicity, or laconicness, 4-eloquence, 5-revolve, 6- 
magnate,  7-magnanimous,  8-verbal, 9-verbiage, 10- 
verbosity, 11-magniloquence or grandiloquence, 12-garrulity, 
13-volubility, 14-verbatim, 15-magnum opus, 16-cogency 


(End of Session 26) 


SESSION 27 


ORIGINS AND RELATED WORDS 


1. front and back—and uncles 


The ventriloquist appears to talk from the belly (venter, ventris plus 
loquor) rather than through the lips (or such was the strange 
perception of the person who first used the word). 

Venter, ventris, belly, is the root on which ventral (VEN’-trel) and 
ventricle are built. 

The ventral side of an animal, for example, is the front or anterior 
side—the belly side. 

A ventricle (VEN’-tra-kal) is a hollow organ or cavity, or, logically 
enough, belly, as one of the two chambers of the heart, or one of the 
four chambers of the brain. The ventricles of the heart are the lower 
chambers, and receive blood from the auricles, or upper chambers. 
The auricle (AW'-ro-kol), so named because it is somewhat ear- 
shaped (Latin auris, ear), receives blood from the veins; the auricles 
send the blood into the ventricles, which in turn pump the blood into 
the arteries. (It's all very complicated, but fortunately it works.) 

The adjective form of ventricle is ventricular (ven-TRIK'-yo-lor), 
which may refer to a ventricle, or may mean having a belly-like bulge. 

Now that you see how ventricular is formed from ventricle, can you 
figure out the adjective of auricle? . How about the 
adjective of vehicle? . Of circle? 

No doubt you wrote auricular (aw-RIK'-yo-lor), venela and 
circular, and have discovered that nouns ending in -cle from 
adjectives ending in -cular. 


So you can now be the first person on your block to figure out the 
adjective derived from: 


clavicle: 
cuticle: 
vesicle: 
testicle: 
uncle: 


The answers of course are clavicular, cuticular, vesicular, testicular 
—and for uncle you have every right to shout “No fair!” (But where 
is it written that life is fair?) 

The Latin word for uncle (actually, uncle on the mother’s side) is 
avunculus, from which we get avuncular (8-VUNG’-kyo-lar), referring 
to an uncle. 

Now what about an uncle? Well, traditional or stereotypical 
uncles are generally kindly, permissive, indulgent, protective—and 
often give helpful advice. So anyone who exhibits one or more of 
such traits to another (usually younger) person is avuncular or acts 
in an avuncular capacity. 

So, at long last, to get back to ventral. If there’s a front or belly 
side, anatomically, there must be a reverse—a back side. This is the 
dorsal (DAWR’-sal) side, from Latin dorsum, the root on which the 
verb endorse (en-DAWRS’) is built. 

If you endorse a check, you sign it on the back side; if you endorse 
a plan, an idea, etc., you back it, you express your approval or 
support. The noun is endorsement (en-DAWRS'-mont). 


2. the noise and the fury 


Vociferous derives from Latin vox, vocis, voice (a root you met in 
Chapter 9), plus fero, to bear or carry. A vociferous rejoinder carries 
a lot of voice—i.e., it is vehement, loud, noisy, clamorous, shouting. 
The noun is vociferousness (vo-SIF'-a-ros-nos); the verb is to vociferate 


(vo-SIF'-o-rayt. Can you form the noun derived from the verb? 


3. to sleep or not to sleep—that is the question 


The root fero is found also in somniferous (som-NIF'-o-ros), 
carrying, bearing, or bringing sleep. So a somniferous lecture is so 
dull and boring that it is sleep-inducing. 

Fero is combined with somnus, sleep, in somniferous. (The suffix - 
ous indicates what part of speech? ) 

Tack on the negative prefix in- to somnus to construct insomnia 
(in-SOM’-nee-a), the abnormal inability to fall asleep when sleep is 
required or desired. The unfortunate victim of this disability is an 
insomniac (in-SOM’-nee-ak), the adjective is insomnious (in-SOM’- 
nee-as). (So -ous, in case you could not answer the question in the 
preceding paragraph, is an adjective suffix.) 

Add a different adjective suffix to somnus to derive somnolent 
(SOM"-no-lont), sleepy, drowsy. Can you construct the noun form of 
somnolent? or ) 

Combine somnus with ambulo, to walk, and you have 
somnambulism (som-NAM’-byə-liz-əm), walking in one’s sleep. With 
your increasing skill in using etymology to form words, write the 
term for the person who is a sleepwalker. . Now add to 
the word you wrote a two-letter adjective suffix we have learned, to 
form the adjective: 


4. a walkaway 


An ambulatory (AM'-byo-lo-taw'-ree) patient, as in a hospital or 
convalescent home, is finally well enough to get out of bed and walk 
around. A perambulator (po-RAM'-byo-lay'-tor), a word used more in 
England than in the United States, and often shortened to pram, is a 
baby carriage, a vehicle for walking an infant through the streets 
(per, through). To  perambulate — (po-RAM"'-byo-layt) is, 


etymologically, “to walk through"; hence, to stroll around. Can you 
write the noun form of this verb? 

To amble (AM'"-bal) is to walk aimlessly; an ambula is so called 
because originally it was composed of two stretcher-bearers who 
walked off the battlefield with a wounded soldier; and a preamble 
(PREE'-am-bal) is, by etymology, something that “walks before” 
(pre-, before, beforehand), hence an introduction or introductory 
statement, as the preamble to the U. S. Constitution (“We the 
people ...”), a preamble to the speech, etc; or any event that is 
introductory or preliminary to another, as in “An increase in 
inflationary factors in the economy is often a preamble to a drop in 
the stock market.” 


5. back to sleep 


Somnus is one Latin word for sleep—sopor is another. A soporific 
(sop'-o-RIF'-ik) lecture, speaker, style of delivery, etc. will put the 
audience to sleep (fic- from facio, to make), and a soporific is a 
sleeping pill. 


6. noun suffixes 


You know that -ness can be added to any adjective to construct 
the noun form. Write the noun derived from  inarticulate: 
. Inarticulate is a combination of the negative prefix in- 
and Latin articulus, a joint. The inarticulate person has trouble 
joining words together coherently. If you are quite articulate (ahr- 
TIK"-yo-lot), on the other hand, you join your words together easily, 
you are verbal, vocal, possibly even voluble. The verb to articulate 
(ahr-TIK’-yo-layt’) is to join (words), i.e., to express your vocal 
sounds—as in "Please articulate more clearly." Can you write the 
noun derived from the verb articulate? 
Another, and very common, noun suffix attached. to adjectives is, 
as you have discovered, -ity. So the noun form of banal is either 


banalness, or, more commonly, banality (bo-NAL'-o-tee). 

Bear in mind, then, that -ness and -ity are common noun suffixes 
attached to adjectives, and -ion (or -ation) is a noun suffix frequenty 
affixed to verbs (to articulate—articulation; to vocalize—vocalization; 
to perambulate—perambulation). 


REVIEW OF ETYMOLOGY 


PREFIX, ROOT, SUFFIX MEANING 
1. venter, ventris belly 
ENGLISH WORD 
2. loquor to speak 
ENGLISH WORD 
3. auris ear 
ENGLISH WORD 
4. avunculus uncle 
ENGLISH WORD 
5. dorsum back 
ENGLISH WORD 
6. vox, vocis voice 
ENGLISH WORD 
7. fero to carry, bear 
ENGLISH WORD 
8. somnus sleep 


ENGLISH WORD 


9. -ous 
ENGLISH WORD 
10. in- 
ENGLISH WORD 
11. ambulo 
ENGLISH WORD 
12. -ory 
ENGLISH WORD 
13. per- 
ENGLISH WORD 
14. pre- 
ENGLISH WORD 
15. sopor 


ENGLISH WORD 


16. fic- (facio) 


ENGLISH WORD 
17. -ness 
ENGLISH WORD 
18. -ity 


ENGLISH WORD 


19. -ion (-ation) 


ENGLISH WORD 


20. -ent 


adjective suffix 


negative suffix 


to walk 


adjective suffix 


through 


before, beforehand 


sleep 


to make or do 


noun suffix 


noun suffix 


noun suffix attached to verbs 


adjective suffix 


ENGLISH WORD 
21. -ence, -ency noun suffix 


ENGLISH WORD 


USING THE WORDS 


Can you pronounce the words? (I) 


1. ventral VEN"-trol 

2. ventricle VEN"-tro-kal 

3. auricle AWR’-ə-kəl 

4. ventricular ven-TRIK’-ya-lar 

5. auricular aw-RIK’-ya-lor 

6. avuncular 9-VUNG"-kyo-lor 

7. dorsal DAWR’-sal 

8. endorse en-DAWRS’ 

9. endorsement en-DAWRS’-ment 
10. vociferousness vo-SIF’-9-ras-nas 
11. vociferate vo-SIF’-a-rayt’ 
12. vociferation vo-sif’-3-RAY’-shon 


Can you pronounce the words? (Il) 


1. somniferous som-NIF'-or-os 


. insomnia 

. insomniac 

. insomnious 

. somnolent 

. somnolence 
. somnolency 


. somnambulism 


O ODN WD OF FB W WD 


. somnambulist 


. somnambulistic 


= 
je») 


in-SOM’-nee-a 
in-SOM’-nee-ak’ 
in-SOM’-nee-as 
SOM’-no-lent 
SOM’-na-lans 
SOM’-na-lan-see 
som-NAM"-byo-liz-om 
som-NAM"-byo-list 


som-nam'-byo-LIST'-ik 


Can you pronounce the words? (III) 


. ambulatory 

. perambulator 
. perambulate 

. perambulation 
amble 

. preamble 
soporific 


. inarticulateness 


O ON DH AB p MN dn 


. articulate 


= 
o 


. banality 


AM’-bya-la-tawr’-ee 
po-RAM’-bye-lay’-ter 
pa-RAM"-byo-layt" 
pa-ram'-byo-LAY'"-shon 
AM’-bal 

PREE'-am-bal 
sop-o-RIF’-ik 
in’-ahr-TIK’-ya-lot-nes 
ahr-TIK’-yo-lat 
ba-NAL’-a-tee 


Can you work with the words? (I) 


. ventral 
. dorsal 


. somniferous 
. insomnious 


. somnolent 


. somnambulistic 


. ambulatory 


. articulate 


. ventricular, auricular 


10. 


avuncular 


a. unable to fall asleep 
b. pertaining to sleepwalking 
c. drowsy 


d. able to walk, after being 
bedridden 


e. verbal, vocal 
f. like an uncle; kindly; protective 


g. pertaining to one of the 
chambers of the heart 

h. referring to the front or belly 
side 

i. sleep-inducing 


j. referring to the back side 


KEY: 1-h, 2-j, 3-i, 4-a, 5-c, 6-b, 7-d, 8-e, 9-g, 10-f 


Can you work with the words? (Il) 


. ventricle, auricle 


. endorsement 


. Vociferousness 


. insomnia 


. somnolence 


. somnambulism 


7. perambulator 


. preamble 


. Soporific 
10. 
11. 


inarticulateness 


banality 


a. inability to fall asleep 
b. sleepwalking 


c. introduction; preliminary or 


introductory occurrence 


d. incoherence; sputtering; 


inability to get words out 

e. chamber of the heart 

f. sleeping pill 

g. support; approval 

h. lack of originality; lack of 
imagination 

i. drowsiness 

j. baby buggy; stroller 


k. loudness; clamorousness 


KEY: 1-e, 2-g, 3-k, 4-a, 5-i, 6-b, 7-j, 8-c, 9-f, 10-d, 11-h 


Can you work with the words? (III) 


1 
2 
9: 
4 


. endorse 
. Vociferate 
insomniac 


. somnolency 


. somnambulist 
. perambulate 


. amble 


8. soporific 


. insomnious 


a. one who cannot fall asleep 
b. sleepwalker 

c. walk aimlessly 

d. stroll through; walk around 


e. to sign on the back; support; 


approve of 
f. drowsiness 


g. say loudly and with great 


vehemence 
h. causing sleep 


i. wakeful; unable to fall asleep 


KEY: 1-e, 2-g, 3-a, 4-f, 5-b, 6-d, 7-c, 8-h, 9-i 


Do you understand the words? 


1 


10. 


. Does an insomniac often need a soporific? 


YES NO 


. Does a somnambulist always stay in bed when asleep? 


YES NO 


. Are ambulatory patients bedridden? 


YES NO 


. Does a preamble come after another event? 


YES NO 


. Are articulate people verbal? 


YES NO 


. Does banality show creativeness? 


YES NO 


. Does an avuncular attitude indicate affection and protectiveness? 


YES NO 


. Is vociferation habitual with quiet, shy people? 


YES NO 


. Is a somnolent person wide awake? 


YES | NO 
Is a somniferous speaker stimulating and exciting? 
YES | NO 


KEY: 1l-yes, 2-no, 3-no, 4-no, 5-yes, 6-no, 7-yes, 8-no, 9-no, 10- 


no 


Can you recall the words? 


l. 


11. 


12. 


lack of imagination or originality in speech, actions, or style of 
life; hackneyed or trite phraseology 
1.B 


. Sleep-inducing 


2.S 
orS 


. unable to fall asleep (adj. ) 


3. I 


. verbal, vocal, speaking fluently 


4. A 


. acting like an uncle 


o. A 


. referring to the front; anterior 


6. V 


. referring to the back; posterior 


7.D 


. approve of; support; sign on the back of 


8. E 


. Shout vehemently 


9. V 


. one who cannot fall asleep 


10. I 

drowsy; sleepy 
11.8 
sleepwalker 


13. 


14. 


15. 


16. 


12.8 

now able to walk, though previously bedridden 
13. A 

walk aimlessly 

14. A 

introduction; introductory event 

15.P 

incoherence 

16.I 


KEY: 1-banality, 2-somniferous or soporific, 3-insomnious, 4- 
articulate, 5-avuncular, 6-ventral, 7-dorsal, 8-endorse, 9- 
vociferate, 10-insomniac, 11-somnolent, 12-somnambulist, 
13-ambulatory, 14-amble, 15-preamble, 16-inarticulateness 


CHAPTER REVIEW 


A. Do you recognize the words? 


1. Disinclined to conversation: 
(a) loquacious, (b) laconic, (c) taciturn 
2. Trite: 
(a) inarticulate, (b) banal, (c) verbose 
3. Rapid and fluent: 
(a) voluble, (b) verbose, (c) garrulous 
4. Forceful and compelling: 
(a) vociferous, (b) cogent, (c) laconic 
5. Unspoken: 
(a) verbatim, (b) eloquent, (c) tacit 
6. Using elegant and impressive words: 
(a) verbose, (b) grandiloquent, (c) colloquial 
7. Back: 
(a) dorsal, (b) ventral, (c) somniferous 
8. Sleep-inducing: 
(a) soporific, (b) somnolent, (c) ventral 
9. Inability to fall asleep: 
(a) somnambulism, (b) ambulatory, (c) insomnia 
10. Talkativeness: 
(a) reticence, (b) ventriloquism, (c) loquacity 


11. 


12. 


13. 


14. 


15. 


16. 


17. 


18. 


19. 


20. 


Expressing indirectly or in a roundabout way: 

(a) circumlocutory, (b) colloquial, (c) laconic 
Elegance in expression: 

(a) magniloquence, (b) grandiloquence, (c) verbiage 
Wordiness: 

(a) laconism, (b) cogency, (c) verbosity 
Big-hearted, generous, unselfish: 

(a) grandiloquent, (b) magnanimous, (c) garrulous 
Causing radical changes: 

(a) evolutionary, (b) revolutionary, (c) ventricular 
To shout vehemently: 

(a) endorse, (b) perambulate, (c) vociferate 
Like an uncle: 

(a) ventricular, (b) auricular, (c) avuncular 
Drowsy: 

(a) somniferous, (b) somnolent, (c) soporific 
Sleepwalking: 

(a) insomnia, (b) somnolency, (c) somnambulism 
Introduction: 

(a) preamble, (b) perambulator, (c) evolution 


KEY: 1-c, 2-b, 3-a, 4-b, 5-c, 6-b, 7-a, 8-a, 9-c, 10-c, 11-a, 12-a 
and b, 13-c, 14-b, 15-b, 16-c, 17-c, 18-b, 19-c, 20-a 


B. Can you recognize roots? 


ROOT MEANING 
1. taceo 
EXAMPLE taciturn 
2. loquor 
EXAMPLE loquacity 
3. solus 
EXAMPLE soliloquize 
4. venter, ventris 
EXAMPLE ventral 
5. magnus 
EXAMPLE magniloquent 
6. grandis 
EXAMPLE grandiloquent 
7. verbum 
EXAMPLE verbatim 
8. volvo, volutus 


EXAMPLE revolution 


9. garrio 
EXAMPLE garrulous 
10. animus 
EXAMPLE magnanimous 
11. opus 
EXAMPLE magnum opus 
12. opero 
EXAMPLE operator 
13. auris 
EXAMPLE auricle 
14. avunculus 
EXAMPLE avuncular 
15. dorsum 
EXAMPLE dorsal 
16. vox, vocis 
EXAMPLE vociferate 
17. fero 
EXAMPLE somniferous 
18. ambulo 
EXAMPLE preamble 
19. sopor 
EXAMPLE soporific 


20. somnus 


EXAMPLE somnolency 


KEY: 1-to be silent, 2-to speak, 3-alone, 4-belly, 5-big, large, 
great, 6-grand, 7—word, 8-to roll, 9-to chatter, 10-mind, 11- 
work, 12-to work, 13-ear, 14-uncle, 15-back, 16-voice, 17- 
to carry or bear, 18-to walk, 19-sleep, 20-sleep 


TEASER QUESTIONS FOR THE AMATEUR 
ETYMOLOGIST 


1. The present participle (or -ing form) of the Latin verb opero, to 
work, is operans, working. The form operandi means of working. Can 
you figure out the literal meaning of the phrase modus operandi, 
sometimes used to signify the characteristic methods or procedures 
used by certain criminals? 


2. Circum-, we have learned, is a prefix meaning around, as in 
circumlocution, circumference, circumcision, circumnavigation, etc. 
Thinking of the root scribo, scriptus, to write, can you figure out the 
word meaning writing or written material, around (the edge of 
something)? 


3. You know the roots somnus and loquor. Can you combine these 
two roots to form an adjective meaning talking in one's sleep? 
. Can you write the noun form of this adjective? 


4. We have discovered auris, ear, as in auricle. Can you figure out 
the specialty of the physician called an aurist? 


5. Verbal, from verbum, refers to words; oral, from os, oris, the 
mouth, refers to spoken words or sounds. Can you analyze aural and 
decide on its meaning? 


6. A somnambulist walks in his sleep. What does a noctambulist do? 


7. Soporific, combining sopor, sleep, with fic- (from facio), to 
make, means inducing or causing sleep. Use somnus, another root for 
sleep, to construct a word that has the same form and meaning as 
soporific: 


8. Perambulate is to walk through. Use another Latin prefix to 
construct a verb meaning to walk around 


(Answers in Chapter 18) 


BECOMING ALERT TO NEW IDEAS 


Some chapters back I suggested that since words are symbols of 
ideas, one of the most effective means of building your vocabulary is 
to read books that deal with new ideas. Along that line, I further 
suggested that the fields of psychology, psychiatry, and 
psychoanalysis would be good starting points, and I mentioned a 
number of exciting books to work with. 

Needless to say, you will not wish to neglect other fields, and so I 
want to recommend, at this point, highly readable books in 
additional subjects. All these books will increase your familiarity 
with the world of ideas—all of them, therefore, will help you build a 
superior vocabulary. 


SEMANTICS 


Language in Thought and Action, by S. I. Hayakawa 
People in Quandaries, by Wendell Johnson 


EDUCATION AND LEARNING 


How to Survive in Your Native Land, by James Herndon 


Education and the Endangered Individual, by Brian V. Hill 
How Children Fail and What Do I Do Monday?, by John Holt 
Teaching Human Beings, by Jeffrey Schrank 

Education and Ecstasy, by George B. Leonard 

Human Teaching for Human Learning, by George Isaac Brown 


SEX, LOVE, MARRIAGE 


Couple Therapy, by Gerald Walker Smith and Alice I. Phillips 
Your Fear of Love, by Marshall Bryant Hodge 

Sexual Suicide, by George F. Gilder 

Intimacy, by Gina Allen and Clement G. Martin, M.D. 

How to Live with Another Person, by David Viscott, M.D. 
Pairing, by George R. Bach and Ronald M. Deutsch 

The Intimate Enemy, by George R. Bach and Peter Wyden 
The Rape of the Ape, by Allan Sherman (Humor) 

The Hite Report, by Shere Hite 

Sex in Human Loving, by Eric Berne, M.D. 


WOMEN, FEMINISM, ETC. 


Rebirth of Feminism, by Judith Hole and Ellen Levine 

The Way of All Women, by M. Esther Harding 

Knowing Woman, by Irene Claremont de Castillejo 

Sexist Justice, by Karen De Crow 

Our Bodies, Our Selves, by The Boston Women's Health Book 
Collective 


CHILDREN, CHILD-RAISING, ETC. 


Between Parent and Child and Between Parent and Teenager, by Dr. 
Haim Ginott 

Children Who Hate, by Fritz Redl and David Wineman 

Parent Effectiveness Training, by Dr. Thomas Gordon 


How to Parent, by Dr. Fitzhugh Dodson 
Escape from Childhood, by John Holt 
One Little Boy, by Dorothy W. Baruch 


HEALTH 


Save Your Life Diet Book, by David Reuben, M.D. 
Folk Medicine, by D. C. Jarvis, M.D. 

Get Well Naturally, by Linda Clark 

Let's Eat Right to Keep Fit, by Adelle Davis 


PHILOSOPHY 


The Way of Zen and What Does It Matter?, by Alan W. Watts 
Love's Body, by Norman O. Brown 


BUSINESS, ECONOMICS, FINANCE 


The Affluent Society, by John Kenneth Galbraith 
Parkinson's Law, by C. Northcote Parkinson 

The Peter Principle, by Laurence J. Peter 

Up the Organization, by Robert Townsend 


SOCIOLOGY 


Passages, by Gail Sheehy 
Future Shock, by Alvin Toffler 
Hard Times, by Studs Terkel 
Roots, by Alex Haley 


DEATH AND DYING 


Life After Life, by Raymond A. Moody, Jr., M.D. 
On Death and Dying, by Elizabeth Kubler Ross 


All but one or two of these stimulating and informative books are 
available in inexpensive paperback editions—most of them can be 
found in any large public library. Any one of them will provide an 
evening of entertainment and excitement far more rewarding than 
watching TV, will possibly open for you new areas of knowledge 
and understanding, and will undoubtedly contain so many of the 
words you have learned in this book that you will again and again 
experience the delicious shock of recognition that I spoke of in an 
earlier chapter. 

Additionally, you may encounter words you have never seen 
before that are built on roots you are familiar with—and you will 
then realize how simple it is to figure out the probable meaning of even 
the most esoteric term once you have become an expert in roots, prefixes, 
and suffixes. 


(End of Session 27) 


— —— Brief Intermission Six ——— 


DO YOU ALWAYS USE THE PROPER WORD? 


The fact is that grammar is getting more liberal every day. Common 
usage has put a stamp of approval on many expressions which your 
grandmother would not have dared utter in her most intimate 
conversation—not if she believed she was in the habit of using good 
English. It is me; have you got a cold?; its a nice day; can I have 
another piece of cake?; she is a most aggravating child; will everybody 
please remove their hats—all these today represent perfectly correct 
grammar for everyday conversation. Modern grammar research 
reports that these expressions have become universal in educated 
speech. 

However, such a liberal policy does not mean that all bars are 
down. Only a person whose speech borders on the illiterate would 
make such statements as: can you learn me to swim?; he don't live here 
no more; we ain't working so good; me and my husband are glad to see 
you. There are still certain minimum essentials of good English that 
the cultivated speaker carefully observes. 

Is your grammar as good as the next person's? Here's a quick test 
by which you can measure your ability. 

Check the preferable choice in each sentence, then compare your 
results with the key at the end. Allowing 4 per cent for each correct 
answer, consider 92-100 excellent, 76-88 good, 68-72 average. 


1. What (a-effect, b-affect) does Farrah Fawcett-Majors have on 
you? 


ge I9 


What's the sense (a-in, b-of) looking for a needle in a haystack? 
She won't (a-leave, b-let) us meet her new boy friend. 

What (a-kind of, b-kind of a) dress do you want? 

Her (a-principle, b-principal) objection to neurotics is that they 
are difficult to live with. 

The murderer was (a-hanged, b-hung) two hours before the 
governor's pardon arrived. 


. Many men feel great affection for their (a-mother-in-laws, b- 


mothers-in-law). 


. For a light cake, use two (a-spoonfuls, b-spoonsful) of baking 


powder. 


. Everyone likes you but (a-she, b-her). 

. Sally sent a gift for (a-him and me, b-he and I). 

. The criteria you are using (a-is, b-are) not valid. 

. The cost of new houses (a-is, b-are) finally stabilizing. 

. Irene as well as her husband (a-has, b-have) come to see you. 

. (a-Is, b-Are) either of your sisters working? 

. As soon as the editor or her secretary (a-comes, b-come) in, let 


me know. 


. One or two of her features (a-is, b-are) very attractive. 
. Can you visit Mary and (a-I, b-me) tonight? 
. He is totally (a-uninterested, b-disinterested) in your personal 


affairs. 


. She (a-laid, b-lay) on the beach while her son splashed at the 


water's edge. 


. (a-Who, b-Whom) would you rather be if you weren't yourself? 
. You should not (a-have, b-of) spoken so harshly. 
. She is one of those women who (a-believes, b-believe) that 


husbands should share in doing housework and taking care of 
the children. 


. Was it you who (a-was, b-were) here yesterday? 
. What we need in this country (a-is, b-are) honest politicians. 
. ’m smarter than Gladys, but she's richer than (a-I, b-me). 


KEY: 1-a, 2-a, 3-b, 4-a, 5-b, 6-a, 7-b, 8-a, 9-b, 10-a, 11-b, 12-a, 
13-a, 14-a, 15-a, 16-b, 17-b, 18-a, 19-b, 20-a, 21-a, 22-b, 
23-b, 24-a, 25-a 
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HOW TO INSULT YOUR ENEMIES 


(Sessions 28-31) 


TEASER PREVIEW 


What do you call a person who: 

insists on complete and blind obedience? 
toadies to the rich or influential? 

dabbles in the fine arts? 

is a loud-mouthed, quarrelsome woman? 
has a one-track mind? 

sneers at other people's cherished traditions? 
does not believe in God? 

has imaginary ailments? 


SESSION 28 


There are few of us who do not need warm and nourishing 
relationships to lead a fulfilled life. 

Psychology makes clear that loving and being loved are important 
elements in emotional health, but also points out the necessity for 
expressing, rather than repressing, our hostilities. (You know how 
good you feel once you blow off steam? And how much closer you 
can become attached to someone once you directly and honestly 
vent your anger, resentment, or irritation instead of bottling it up 
and seething in fury?) 

It is a mark of your own emotional maturity if you can accept 
hostility as well as dish it out. So let us pretend, in order to 
encourage you to become personally involved in the introductory 
ten words of this chapter, that each paragraph in the next few pages 
accurately describes you. What label exactly fits your personality? 


IDEAS 


1. slave driver 


You make everyone toe the mark—right down to the last 
centimeter. You exact blind, unquestioning obedience; demand the 
strictest conformity to rules, however arbitrary or tyrannical; and 
will not tolerate the slightest deviation from your orders. You are, in 
short, the very epitome of the army drill sergeant. 


You are a martinet. 


2. bootlicker 


You toady to rich or influential people, catering to their vanity, 
flattering their ego. You are the personification of the traditional 
ward heeler, you out-yes the Hollywood yes men. And on top of all 
these unpleasant characteristics, you're a complete hypocrite. All 
your servile attentions and unceasing adulation spring from your 
own selfish desires to get ahead, not out of any sincere admiration. 
You cultivate people of power or property so that you can curry 
favor at the opportune moment. 


You are a sycophant. 


3. dabbler 


Often, though not necessarily, a person of independent income, 
you engage superficially in the pursuit of one of the fine arts— 
painting, writing, sculpturing, composing, etc. You do this largely 
for your own amusement and not to achieve any professional 
competence; nor are you at all interested in monetary rewards. Your 
artistic efforts are simply a means of passing time pleasantly. 


You are a dilettante. 


4. battle-ax 


You are a loud-mouthed, shrewish, turbulent woman; you're 
quarrelsome and aggressive, possessing none of those gentle and 
tender qualities stereotypically associated with femininity. You're 
strong-minded, unyielding, sharp-tongued, and dangerous. You can 
curse like a stevedore and yell like a fishwife—and often do. 


You are a virago. 


5. superpatriot 


Anything you own or belong to is better—simply because you 
own it or belong to it, although you will be quick to find more 


justifiable explanations. Your religion, whatever it may be, is far 
superior to any other; your political party is the only honest one; 
your neighborhood puts all others in the city in the shade; members 
of your own sex are more intelligent, more worthy, more 
emotionally secure, and in every way far better than people of the 
opposite sex; your car is faster, more fun to drive, and gets better 
gas mileage than any other, no matter in what price range; and of 
course your country and its customs leave nothing to be desired, 
and inhabitants of other nations are in comparison barely civilized. 
In short, you are exaggeratedly, aggressively, absurdly, and 
excessively devoted to your own affiliations—and you make no 
bones about advertising such prejudice. 


You are a chauvinist. 


6. fanatic 


You have a one-track mind—and when you're riding a particular 
hobby, you ride it hard. You have such an excessive, all-inclusive 
zeal for one thing (and it may be your business, your profession, 
your husband or wife, your children, your stomach, your money, or 
whatever) that your obsession is almost absurd. You talk, eat, sleep 
that one thing—to the point where you bore everyone to distraction. 


You are a monomaniac. 


T. attacker 


You are violently against established beliefs, revered traditions, 
cherished customs—such, you say, stand in the way of reform and 
progress and are always based on superstition and irrationality. 
Religion, family, marriage, ethics—you weren't there when these 
were started and you're not going to conform simply because most 
unthinking people do. 


You are an iconoclast. 


8. skeptic 


There is no God—that's your position and you're not going to 
budge from it. 


You are an atheist. 


9. self-indulger 


You are, as a male, lascivious, libidinous, lustful, lewd, wanton, 
immoral—but more important, you promiscuously attempt to satisfy 
(and are often successful in so doing) your sexual desires with any 
woman within your arm's reach. 


You are a lecher. 


10. worrier 


You are always sick, though no doctor can find an organic cause 
for your ailments. You know you have ulcers, though medical tests 
show a healthy stomach. You have heart palpitations, but a 
cardiogram fails to show any abnormality. Your headaches are 
caused (you're sure of it) by a rapidly growing brain tumor—yet X 
rays show nothing wrong. These maladies are not imaginary, 
however; to you they are most real, non-existent as they may be in 
fact. And as you travel from doctor to doctor futilely seeking 
confirmation of your imminent death, you become more and more 
convinced that you're too weak to go on much longer. Organically, 
of course, there's nothing the matter with you. Perhaps tensions, 
insecurities, or a need for attention is taking the form of simulated 
bodily ills. 


You are a hypochondriac. 


USING THE WORDS 


Can you pronounce the words? 


1. martinet mahr-to-NET’ 
2. sycophant SIK’-a-fant 
3. dilettante dil'-o- TANT 
4. virago va-RAH’-go 
5. chauvinist SHO’-va-nist 
6. monomaniac mon’-3-MAY’-nee-ak 
7. iconoclast 1-KON’-a-klast’ 
8. atheist AY’-thee-ist 
9. lecher LECH'-ar 
10. hypochondriac hi"-po-KON"-dree-ak 


Can you work with the words? 


WORDS KEY IDEAS 
1. martinet a. superficiality 
2. sycophant b. patriotism 
3. dilettante c. godlessness 
4. virago d. single-mindedness 
5. chauvinist e. antitradition 
6. monomaniac f. sex 
7. iconoclast g. illness 
8. atheist h. discipline 
9. lecher i. turbulence 


10. hypochondriac j. flattery 


KEY: 1-h, 2-j, 3-a, 4-i, 5-b, 6-d, 7-e, 8-c, 9-f, 10-g 


Do you understand the words? 


1. Does a martinet condone carelessness and neglect of duty? 
YES NO 

2. Is a sycophant a sincere person? 
YES NO 

3. Is a dilettante a hard worker? 
YES NO 

4. Is a virago sweet and gentle? 
YES NO 

5. Is a chauvinist modest and self-effacing? 
YES | NO 

6. Does a monomaniac have a one-track mind? 
YES | NO 

7. Does an iconoclast scoff at tradition? 
YES NO 

8. Does an atheist believe in God? 
YES | NO 

9. Is a lecher misogynous? 
YES | NO 

10. Does a hypochondriac have a lively imagination? 

YES | NO 


KEY: 1-no, 2-no, 3-no, 4-no, 5-no, 6-yes, 7-yes, 8-no, 9-no, 10- 
yes 


Can you recall the words? 


1. a person whose emotional disorder is reflected in non-organic or 
imaginary bodily ailments 


1. H 
2. a strict disciplinarian 
2.M 
3. a lewd and sexually aggressive male 
Se 
4. a toady to people of wealth or power 
4.8 
5. a disbeliever in God 
5. A 
6. a dabbler in the arts 
6. D 
7. a shrewish, loud-mouthed female 
7. V 
8. a scoffer at tradition 
8.I 
9. person with a one-track mind 
9. M 


10. a blatant superpatriot 
10. C 


KEY:  1l-hypochondriac, 2-martinet, 3-lecher, 4-sycophant, 5- 


atheist, 6-dilettante, 7-virago, 8-iconoclast, 9-monomaniac, 
10-chauvinist 


Can you use the words? 


1 


10. 


. She scoffs at beliefs you have always held dear. 


l. 


. You know he's hale and hearty—but he constantly complains of 


his illness. 
2. 


. She insists her political affiliations are superior to yours. 


3. 


. She insists on her subordinates toeing the mark. 


4. 


. He makes sexual advances to everyone else’s wife—and is too 


often successful. 
5. 


. He cultivates friends that can do him good—financially. 


6. 


. She dabbles with water colors. 


7. 


. She insists there is no Deity. 


8. 


. She’s a shrew, a harridan, a scold, and a nag. 


9, 
His only interest in life is his fish collection—and he is 
fanatically, almost psychotically, devoted to it. 
10. 


KEY: 1-iconoclast, 2-hypochondriac, 3-chauvinist, 4—martinet, 5- 
lecher, 6-sycophant, 7-dilettante, 8-atheist, 9-virago, 10- 
monomaniac 


(End of Session 28) 


SESSION 29 


ORIGINS AND RELATED WORDS 


1. the French drillmaster 


Jean Martinet was the Inspector General of Infantry during the 
reign of King Louis XIV—and a stricter, more fanatic drillmaster 
France had never seen. It was from this time that the French Army's 
reputation for discipline dated, and it is from the name of this 
Frenchman that we derive our English word martinet. The word is 
always used in a derogatory sense and generally shows resentment 
and anger on the part of the user. The secretary who calls his boss a 
martinet, the wife who applies the epithet to her husband, the 
worker who thus refers to the foreman—these speakers all show 
their contempt for the excessive, inhuman discipline to which they 
are asked to submit. 

Since martinet comes from a man's name (in the Brief Intermission 
which follows we shall discover that a number of picturesque 
English words are similarly derived), there are no related forms 
built on the same root. There is an adjective martinetish (mahr-to- 
NET’-ish) and another noun form, martinetism, but these are used 
only rarely. 


2. a Greek "fig-shower" 


Sycophant comes to us from the Greeks. According to Shipley's 
Dictionary of Word Origins: 


When a fellow wants to get a good mark, he may polish up an 
apple and place it on teacher's desk; his classmates call such a 
lad an apple-shiner. Less complimentary localities use the term 
bootlicker. The Greeks had a name for it: fig-shower. Sycophant 
is from Gr. sykon, fig, [and] phanein, to show. This was the 
fellow that informed the officers in charge when (1) the figs in 
the sacred groves were being taken, or (2) when the Smyrna 
fig-dealers were dodging the tariff. 


Thus, a sycophant may appear to be a sort of *stool pigeon," since 
the latter curries the favor of police officials by “peaching” on his 
fellow criminals. Sycophants may use this means of ingratiating 
themselves with influential citizens of the community; or they may 
use flattery, servile attentions, or any other form of insinuating 
themselves into someone's good graces. A sycophant practices 
sycophancy (SIK'-a-fon-see), and has a sycophantic (sik-o-FAN"-tik) 
attitude. All three forms of the word are highly uncomplimentary— 
use them with care. 

Material may be so delicate or fine in texture that anything 
behind it will show through. The Greek prefix dia- means through; 
and phanein, as you now know, means to show—hence such material 
is called diaphanous (di-AF'-o-nos). Do not use the adjective in 
reference to all material that is transparent (for example, you would 
not call glass diaphanous, even though you can see right through it), 
but only material that is silky, gauzy, filmy, and, in addition, 
transparent or practically transparent. The word is often applied to 
female garments—nightgowns, negligees, etc. 


3. just for one's own amusement 


Dilettante is from the Italian verb dilettare, to delight. The dilettante 
paints, writes, composes, plays a musical instrument, or engages in 
scientific experiments purely for amusement—not to make money, 
become famous, or satisfy a deep creative urge (the latter, I 
presume, being the justifications for the time that professional 


artists, writers, composers, musicians, poets, and scientists spend at 
their chosen work). A dilettantish (dil-o-TAN'-tish) attitude is 
superficial, unprofessional;  dilettantism (dil-a-TAN’-tiz-am) is 
superficial, part-time dabbling in the type of activity that usually 
engages the full time and energy of the professional artist or 
scientist. 

Do not confuse the dilettante, who has a certain amount of native 
talent or ability, with the tyro (TI’-rd), who is the inexperienced 
beginner in some art, but who may be full of ambition, drive, and 
energy. To call a person a tyro is to imply that he is just starting in 
some artistic, scientific, or professional field—he's not much good 
yet because he has not had time to develop his skill, if any. The 
dilettante usually has some skill but isn't doing much with it. On the 
other hand, anyone who has developed consummate skill in an 
artistic field, generally allied to music, is called a virtuoso (vur’-choo- 
O'-so)—like Heifetz or Menuhin on the violin, Horowitz or 
Rubinstein on the piano. Pluralize virtuoso in the normal way— 
virtuosos; or if you wish to sound more sophisticated, give it the 
continental form—virtuosi (vur'-choo-O'-see). Similarly, the plural of 
dilettante is either dilettantes or dilettanti (dil-a-TAN’-tee). 

The i ending for a plural is the Italian form and is common in 
musical circles. For example, libretto, the story (or book) of an 
opera, may be pluralized to libretti; concerto, a form of musical 
composition, is pluralized concerti. However, the Anglicized librettos 
and concertos are perfectly correct also. Libretto is pronounced lə- 
BRET’-0; libretti is lo-BRET'-ee; concerto is kon-CHUR'"-to; and concerti 
is kon-CHUR'-tee. Suit your plural form, I would suggest, to the 
sophistication of your audience. 


4. “masculine” women 


Virago comes, oddly enough, from the Latin word for man, vir. 
Perhaps the derivation is not so odd after all; a virago, far from 
being stereotypically feminine (i.e., timid, delicate, low-spoken, 
etc.), is stereotypically masculine in personality—coarse, aggressive, 


loud-mouthed. Termagant (TUR'-mo-gont) and harridan (HAIR'-a- 
dən) are words with essentially the same uncomplimentary meaning 
as virago. To call a brawling woman a virago, a termagant, and a 
harridan is admittedly repetitious, but is successful in relieving one’s 
feelings. 


5. the old man 


Nicolas Chauvin, soldier of the French Empire, so vociferously 
and unceasingly aired his veneration of Napoleon Bonaparte that he 
became the laughingstock of all Europe. Thereafter, an exaggerated 
and blatant patriot was known as a chauvinist—and still is today. 
Chauvinism (SHO’-va-niz-om), by natural extension, applies to 
blatant veneration of, or boastfulness about, any other affiliation 
besides one’s country. 

To be patriotic is to be normally proud of, and devoted to, one’s 
country—to be chauvinistic (sho’-va-NIS’-tik) is to exaggerate such 
pride and devotion to an obnoxious degree. 

We might digress here to investigate an etymological side road 
down which the word patriotic beckons. Patriotic is built on the Latin 
word pater, patris, father—one’s country is, in a sense, one’s 
fatherland. 

Let us see what other interesting words are built on this same 
root. 

1. patrimony (PAT'-ro-mo-nee)—an inheritance from one's father. 
The -mony comes from the same root that gives us money, namely 
Juno Moneta, the Roman goddess who guarded the temples of 
finance. The adjective is patrimonial (pat’-ra-MO’-nee-al). 

2. patronymic (pat'-ro-NIM'-ik)—a name formed on the father’s 
name, like Johnson (son of John), Martinson, Aaronson, etc. The 
word combines pater, patris with Greek onyma, name. Onyma plus 
the Greek prefix syn-, with or together, forms synonym (SIN’-3-nim), 
a word of the same name (or meaning), etymologically “a together 
name.” Onyma plus the prefix anti- against, forms antonym (AN'-to- 


nim), a word of opposite meaning, etymologically *an against 
name." Onyma plus Greek homos, the same, forms homonym (HOM’- 
o-nim), a word that sounds like another but has a different meaning 
and spelling, like bare—bear, way—weigh, to—too—two, etc., 
etymologically *a same name." A homonym is more accurately called 
a homophone (HOM’-2-fon’), a combination of homos, the same, and 
phone, sound. The adjective form of synonym is synonymous (so- 
NON-"-a-mos). Can you write, and pronounce, the adjective derived 
from: 

antonym? 

homonym? 

homophone? 

3. paternity (pa-TUR’-ne-tee)—fatherhood, as to question 
someone’s paternity, to file a paternity suit in order to collect child 
support from the assumed, accused, or self-acknowledged father. 
The adjective is paternal (po-TUR'"-nol), fatherly. Paternalism (po- 
TUR’-noa-liz-am) is the philosophy or system of governing a country, 
or of managing a business or institution, so that the citizens, 
employees, or staff are treated in a manner suggesting a father- 
children relationship. (Such a system sounds, and often is, benign 
and protective, but plays havoc with the initiative, independence, 
and creativity of those in subordinate roles.) The adjective is 
paternalistic (po-turn'-o-LIS"-tik). 

4. patriarch (PAY’-tree-ark’)—a venerable, fatherlike old man; an 
old man in a ruling, fatherlike position. Here pater, patris is 
combined with the Greek root archein, to rule. The adjective is 
patriarchal (pay'-tree-AHR'-kol), the system is a patriarchy (PAY’- 
tree-ahr’-kee). 

5. patricide (PAT’-ra-sid’)—the killing of one’s father. Pater, patris 
combines with -cide, a suffix derived from the Latin verb caedo, to 
kill. The adjective is patricidal (pat-ra-SI’-dal). 

This list does not exhaust the number of words built on pater, 
father, but is sufficient to give you an idea of how closely related 
many English words are. In your reading you will come across other 
words containing the letters pater or patr—you will be able to figure 


them out once you realize that the base is the word father. You 
might, if you feel ambitious, puzzle out the relationship to the 
“father idea" in the following words, checking with a dictionary to 
see how good your linguistic intuition is: 

1. patrician 

2. patron 

3. patronize 

4. patronizing (adj.) 

5. paterfamilias 

6. padre 


6. the old lady 


Pater, patris is father. Mater, matris is mother. 
For example: 

1. matriarch (MAY’-tree-ahrk’)—the mother-ruler; the “mother 
person” that controls a large household, tribe, or country. This 
word, like patriarch, is built on the root archein, to rule. During the 
reign of Queen Elizabeth or Queen Victoria, England was a 
matriarchy (MAY’-tree-ahr’-kee). Can you figure out the adjective 
form? ; 

2. maternity (mo-TUR'-noa-tee)—motherhood 

3. maternal (mo-TURN"-ol)—motherly 

4. matron (MAY’-tren)—an older woman, one sufficiently mature 
to be a mother. The adjective matronly (MAY'-tron-lee) conjures up 
for many people a picture of a woman no longer in the glow of 
youth and possibly with a bit of added weight in the wrong places, 
so this word should be used with caution; it may be hazardous to 
your health if the lady you are so describing is of a tempestous 
nature, or is a virago. 

5. alma mater (AL "mo MAY'-ter or AHL'-mo MAH-*-ter)— 
etymologically, *soul mother"; actually, the school or college from 
which one has graduated, and which in a sense is one's intellectual 
mother. 


6. matrimony (MAT"'-ro-mo'-nee)—marriage. Though this word is 
similar to patrimony in spelling, it does not refer to money, as 
patrimony does; unless, that is, you are cynical enough to believe 
that people marry for money. As the language was growing, 
marriage and children went hand in hand—it is therefore not 
surprising that the word for marriage should be built on the Latin 
root for mother. Of course, times have changed, but the sexist nature 
of the English language has not. The noun suffix -mony indicates 
state, condition, or result, as in sanctimony, parsimony, etc. The 
adjective is matrimonial (mat’-ra-MO’-nee-al). 

7. matricide (MAT'-ro-sid^)—the killing of one’s mother. The 
adjective? 


T. murder most foul... 


Murder unfortunately is an integral part of human life, so there is 
a word for almost every kind of killing you can think of. Let's look 
at some of them. 


1. suicide (SOO'-o-sid")—killing oneself (intentionally); -cide plus 
sui, of oneself. This is both the act and the person who has been 
completely successful in performing the act (partially doesn't count); 
also, in colloquial usage, suicide is a verb. The adjective? 


2. fratricide (FRAT’-re-sid’)—the killing of one’s brother; -cide plus 
frater, fratris, brother. The adjective? 

3. sororicide (so-RAWR’-2-sid’)—the killing ES one's sister; -cide 
plus soror, sister. The adjective? 

4. homicide (HOM"-o-sid")—the killing of a humen being; -cide plus 
homo, person. In law, homicide is the general term for any slaying. If 
intent and premeditation can be proved, the act is murder and 
punishable as such. If no such intent is present, the act is called 
manslaughter and receives a lighter punishment. Thus, if your 
mate/lover/spouse makes your life unbearable and you slip some 


arsenic into his/her coffee one bright morning, you are committing 
murder—that is, if he/she succumbs. On the other hand, if you run 
your victim down—dquite accidentally—with your car, bicycle, or 
wheelchair, with no intent to kill, you will be accused of 
manslaughter—that is, if death results and if you can prove you 
didn't really mean it. It's all rather delicate, however, and you might 
do best to put thoughts of justifiable homicide out of your mind. The 
adjective? l 


5. regicide (REJ’-a-sid’)—the killing of one's king, president, or 
other governing official. Booth committed regicide when he 
assassinated Abraham Lincoln. Adjective? . Derivation: 
Latin rex, regis, king, plus -cide. 


6. uxoricide (uk-SAWR'-a-sid)—the killing of one’s wife. 
Adjective? . Derivation: Latin uxor, wife, plus -cide. 


7. mariticide (mo-RIT'-o-sid)—the killing of one's husband. 
Adjective? . Derivation: Latin maritus, husband, plus - 
cide. 


8. infanticide (in-FAN’-ta-sid’)—the killing of a newborn child. 
Adjective? . Derivation: Latin infans, infantis, baby, 
plus -cide. 


9. genocide (JEN’-a-sid’)—the killing of a whole race or nation. 
This is a comparatively new word, coined in 1944 by a UN official 
named Raphael Lemkin, to refer to the mass murder of the Jews, 
Poles, etc. ordered by Hitler. Adjective? . Derivation: 
Greek genos, race, kind, plus -cide. 


10. parricide (PAIR'-a-sid^)—the killing of either or both parents. 
Adjective? ; 

Lizzie Borden was accused of, and tried for, parricide in the 1890s, 
but was not convicted. A bit of doggerel that was popular at the 


time, and, so I have been told, little girls jumped rope to, went 
somewhat as follows: 


Lizzie Borden took an ax 

And gave her mother forty whacks— 
And when she saw what she had done, 
She gave her father forty-one. 


REVIEW OF ETYMOLOGY 


PREFIX, ROOT, SUFFIX MEANING 
1. sykon fig 

ENGLISH WORD 
2. phanein to show 


ENGLISH WORD 


3. dia- through 
ENGLISH WORD 
4. vir man (male) 


ENGLISH WORD 


5. pater, patris father 
ENGLISH WORD 
6. syn- with, together 


ENGLISH WORD 
7. onyma name 
ENGLISH WORD 


8. anti against 


ENGLISH WORD 

9. homos 
ENGLISH WORD 
10. phone 
ENGLISH WORD 
11. -ity 
ENGLISH WORD 
12. -ism 
ENGLISH WORD 
13. -al 
ENGLISH WORD 
14. -ic 
ENGLISH WORD 
15. archein 
ENGLISH WORD 
16. -cide 


ENGLISH WORD 


17. mater, matris 


ENGLISH WORD 
18. alma 
ENGLISH WORD 
19. -mony 


ENGLISH WORD 


the same 


sound 


noun suffix 


noun suffix 


adjective suffix 


adjective suffix 


to rule 


killing 


mother 


soul 


noun suffix 


20. sui of oneself 
ENGLISH WORD 

21. frater, fratris brother 
ENGLISH WORD 

22. soror sister 

ENGLISH WORD 

23. homo person, human 


ENGLISH WORD 


24. rex, regis king 
ENGLISH WORD 
25. uxor wife 


ENGLISH WORD 
26. maritus husband 


ENGLISH WORD 


27. infans, infantis baby 
ENGLISH WORD 
28. genos race, kind 


ENGLISH WORD 


USING THE WORDS 


Can you pronounce the words? (I) 


1. martinetish mahr-to-NET’-ish 


2. sycophancy SIK’-9-fan-see 

3. sycophantic sik'-o-FAN"-tik 

4. diaphanous di-AF'-o-nos 

5. dilettanti dil'-o-TAN"-tee 

6. dilettantism dil-ao-TAN"-tiz-om 

7. dilettantish dil-o-TAN"-tish 

8. tyro TI'-ro 

9. virtuoso vur’-choo-O’-s6 
10. virtuosi vur’-choo-O’-see 
11. termagant TUR'"-mo-gont 
12. harridan HAIR"-o-don 


Can you pronounce the words? (Il) 


1. chauvinism SHO’-va-niz-am 
2. chauvinistic sho-va-NIS’-tik 
3. patrimony PAT"-ro-mo-nee 
4. patronymic pat’-ra-NIM’-ik 
5. synonym SIN'-o-nim 

6. synonymous sa-NON’-9-mas 
7. antonym AN’-ta-nim 

8. antonymous an-TON"-o-mos 
9. homonym HOM’-3-nim 


10. homonymous ha-MON’-3-mas 


11 


12. homophonous 


. homophone 


HOM"-o-fon 
ho-MOF’-9-nas 


Can you pronounce the words? (III) 


1. paternity 


2. paternal 


3. paternalism 


4. paternalistic 


5. patriarch 


6. patriarchal 


7. patriarchy 


8. patricide 


9. patricidal 


po-TUR’-no-tee 
po-TUR’-nal 
po-TUR’-ne-liz-am 
po-turn’-3-LIS’-tik 
PAY’-tree-ahrk’ 
pay’-tree-AHR’-kal 
PAY’-tree-ahr’-kee 
PAT’-ra-sid’ 
pat’-ra-SI’-dal 


Can you pronounce the words? (IV) 


1 
2 
3 
4. 
5 
6 
7 


. matriarch 

. matriarchy 
. matriarchal 
maternity 

. maternal 

. matron 


. matronly 


MAY’-tree-ahrk’ 
MAY’-tree-ahr’-kee 
may’-tree-AHR’-kal 
mo-TUR’-no-tee 
mo-TURN’-al 
MAY’-tron 
MAY'-tron-lee 


8. alma mater 


9. matrimony 
10. matrimonial 
11. matricide 


12. matricidal 


AL’-mo MAY’-tor or AHL’-mo 
MAH’-tor 


MAT’-ro-mo-nee 
mat-ro-MO’-nee-al 
MAT’-ra-sid’ 


mat-ro-SI’-dal 


Can you pronounce the words? (V) 


1. suicide 

2. suicidal 

3. fratricide 
4. fratricidal 
5. sororicide 
6. sororicidal 
7. homicide 
8. homicidal 
9. regicide 


10. regicidal 


S00’-9-sid’ 
sco-o-SI'-dol 
FRAT"-ro-sid' 
frat-ra-SI’-dal 
so-RAWR’-9-sid’ 
so-rawr’-d-SI’-dal 
HOM"-e-sid' 
hom/’-a-SI’-dal 
REJ’-9-sid’ 
rej’-a-SI’-dal 


Can you pronounce the words? (VI) 


1. uxoricide 


2. uxoricidal 


uk-SAWR'-2-sid/ 


uk-sawr’-9-SI’-dal 


"MO Ui A O 


. mariticide 

. mariticidal 
. infanticide 
. infanticidal 
. genocide 


8. 


genocidal 


9. parricide 


10. parricidal 


mo9-RIT"'-2-sid" 
mo-rit'-o-ST'-dol 
in-FAN’-to-sid’ 
in-fan’-ta-SI’-dal 
JEN’-a-sid’ 
jen’-a-SI’-dal 
PAIR’-9-sid’ 
pair’-a-SI’-dal 


Can you work with the words? (I) 


10. 


. sycophancy 
. dilettantism 
. chauvinism 

. patrimony 


1 
2 
3 
4 
9. 
6 
7 
8 
9 


patricide 


. matricide 
. fratricide 
. sororicide 


. homicide 


regicide 


a. murder of one's father 

b. excessive patriotism 

c. murder of one's ruler 

d. inheritance from one's father 
e. murder of one's sister 

f. murder of one's brother 

g. murder of a person 

h. toadying 

i. murder of one's mother 


j. dabbling 


KEY: 1-h, 2-j, 3-b, 4-d, 5-a, 6-i, 7-f, 8-e, 9-g, 10-c 


Can you work with the words? (Il) 


= 
o 


0 ON DH B Q9 MN 2 


. uxoricide 

. infanticide 
. genocide 

. matrimony 
. matriarch 


. maternity 


matron 


. alma mater 


. paternity 


. patriarch 


a. marriage 

b. killing of one's child 

c. fatherhood 

d. mother-ruler 

e. killing of one's wife 

f. older woman 

g. one's school or college 

h. motherhood 

i. old man in governing position 


j. killing of whole groups of 
people 


KEY: 1-e, 2-b, 3-j, 4-a, 5-d, 6-h, 7-f, 8-g, 9-c, 10-i 


Can you work with the words? (III) 


1. parricide 


. patronymic 
. chauvinistic 
. sycophantic 
. diaphanous 
. dilettanti 

. tyro 


. Virtuoso 


O ON OQ Ul KR UDN 


. termagant 


a. catering to people of power or 
position 

b. name from father 

c. dabblers 

d. an accomplished musician 

e. filmy, gauzy 

f. blatantly overpatriotic 

g. loud-mouthed woman 

h. a beginner 


i. killing of either or both parents 


KEY: 1-i, 2-b, 3-f, 4-a, 5-e, 6-c, 7-h, 8-d, 9-g 


Can you work with the words? (IV) 


. synonyms 


. antonyms 


3. homonyms 


. paternalism 


. suicide 


. mariticide 


. martinetish 
. dilettantish 


. paternal 


10. 


matronly 


£5 


[e 


g 


Eh 


p99 


T. 


T. 


. system in which those in 


power have a father-child 


relationship with subordinates 


. like a strict disciplinarian 


. self-killing 


fatherly 

referring to or like, those who 
“play at" an art 

words that sound alike but are 
spelled differently and have 
unrelated meanings 

words of similar meaning 
referring to, or like, an older 


woman 


. husband-killing 


. Words of opposite meaning 


KEY: 1-g, 2-j, 3-f, 4-a, 5-c, 6-i, 7-b, 8-e, 9-d, 10-h 


Can you work with the words? (V) 


. harridan 


. homophones 


. maternal 


. matrimonial 


. synonymous 


. antonymous 


. homonymous 


. patriarchal 


9. matriarchal 


10. 


homicidal 


a. motherly 


b. similar in meaning 


6 


referring to a system in which 
older men are in power 
d. the same in sound but not in 


spelling or meaning 


@ 


likely to kill; referring to the 


killing of a person 


Eh 


referring to a system in which 


older women are in power 
g. virago 
h. opposite in meaning 
i. referring to marriage 


j. words that sound the same 


KEY: 1-g, 2-j, 3-a, 4-i, 5-b, 6-h, 7-d, 8-c, 9-f, 10-e 


Do you understand the words? 


1 


11. 


12. 


. Does a sycophantic attitude show sincere admiration? 


YES NO 


. Is a diaphanous gown revealing? 


YES NO 


. Does dilettantism show firmness and tenacity? 


YES NO 


. Is a tyro particularly skillful? 


YES NO 


. Is a violin virtuoso an accomplished musician? 


YES NO 


. Is a termagant a pleasant person? 


YES NO 


. Does chauvinism show modesty? 


YES NO 


. Does a substantial patrimony obviate financial insecurity? 


YES NO 


. If you know a person's patronymic can you deduce his father's 


name? 
YES NO 


. Is a patriarch a male? 


YES | NO 

Does a matriarch have a good deal of power? 
YES | NO 

Does fratricide mean murder of one's sister? 
YES | NO 


13. Did the assassin of Abraham Lincoln commit regicide? 


YES | NO 
14. Do dictators and tyrants sometimes commit genocide? 
YES | NO 


15. Are an uxoricidal husband and his mariticidal wife likely to have 
a peaceful and affectionate marriage? 
YES | NO 


KEY: 1-no, 2-yes, 3-no, 4-no, 5-yes, 6-no, 7-no, 8-yes, 9-yes, 10- 
yes, 11-yes, 12-no, 13-yes, 14-yes, 15-no 


Can you recall the words? (I) 


1. father-killing (noun) 
1. P 
2. wife-killing (noun) 
2. U 
3. mature woman 
3.M 
4. toadying to people of influence (adj.) 
4.8 
5. skilled musician 
5. V 
6. exaggerated patriotism 
6.C 
7. turbulent female (three words) 
ZA 
or H 
or V 
8. name derived from father’s name 
8.P 
9. powerful father figure in a ruling position 
9. P 
10. powerful mother figure in a ruling position 
10. M 
11. motherly 
11. M 
12. motherhood 


13: 


14. 


15. 


16. 


17. 


18. 


19. 


20. 


21. 


22. 


23. 


24. 


25. 


26. 


27. 


28. 


12. M 

marriage 

13. M 

one’s school or college 

14. A 

attitude of catering to wealth or prestige (noun) 
15.8 

killing of a race or nation 

16. G 

dabbling in the fine arts (noun) 
17. D 

a beginner in a field 

18. T 

plural of virtuoso (Italian form) 
19. V 

having an attitude of excessive patriotism (adj.) 
20. C 

inheritance from father 

21. P 

sheer, transparent 

22. D 

mother-killing (noun) 

23. M 

brother-killing (noun) 

24. F 

sister-killing (noun) 

25.8 

killing of a human being 

26. H 

killing of one’s ruler 

27.R 

killing of a baby 

28. I 


29. killing of one's husband 
29. M 

30. killing of either parent or of both parents 
30. P 


KEY: 


l-patricide, 2-uxoricide, 3-matron, 4-sycophantic, 5- 
virtuoso, 6-chauvinism, 7-termagant, harridan, virago, 8- 
patronymic, 9-patriarch, 10-matriarch, 11-maternal, 12- 
maternity, 13-matrimony, 14-alma mater, 15-sycophancy, 
16-genocide, 17-dilettantism, 18-tyro, 19-virtuosi, 20- 
chauvinistic, 21-patrimony, 22-diaphanous, 23-matricide, 
24-fratricide, 25-sororicide, 26-homicide, 27-regicide, 28- 


infanticide, 29-mariticide, 30-parricide 


Can you recall the words? (Il) 


l. 


2. 


words of similar meaning 
1. S S 
words of opposite meaning 
2.A S 
. Words of the same sound 
3.H S 
or H S 
. fatherly 
4. P 


. protective and fatherly toward one's subordinates (adj.) 


5. P 


. older woman 


6.M 


. self-destructive 


7.8 


. meaning the same (adj. ) 


8.8 


. having opposite meanings (adj. ) 


9. A 


10. sounding the same but spelled differently (adj.) 
10. H 
or H 


KEY: 1-synonyms, 2-antonyms, 3-homonyms or homophones, 4- 
paternal, 5-paternalistic, — 6—matron, 7-suicidal, 8- 
synonymous, O-antonymous, 10-homonymous or 
homophonous 


(End of Session 29) 


SESSION 30 


ORIGINS AND RELATED WORDS 


1. brothers and sisters, wives and husbands 


Frater, brother; soror, sister; uxor, wife; and maritus, husband— 
these roots are the source of a number of additional English words: 


1. to fraternize (FRAT’-ar-niz’)—etymologically, to have a 
brotherly relationship (with). This verb may be used to indicate 
social intercourse between people, irrespective of sex, as in, 
“Members of the faculty often fraternized after school hours." 

Additionally, and perhaps more commonly, there may be the 
implication of having a social relationship with one's subordinates 
in an organization, or even with one's so-called inferiors, as in, ^The 
president of the college was reluctant to fraternize with faculty 
members, preferring to keep all her contacts with them on an 
exclusively professional basis"; or as in, “The artist enjoyed 
fraternizing with thieves, drug addicts, prostitutes, and pimps, partly 
out of social perversity, partly to find interesting faces to put in his 
paintings." 

The verb also gained a new meaning during and after World War 
II, when soldiers of occupying armies had sexual relations with the 
women of conquered countries, as in, "Military personnel were 
strictly forbidden to fraternize with the enemy." (How euphemistic 
can you get?) 

Can you write the noun form of fraternize? 


2. fraternal (fro-TUR'-nal)—brotherly. The word also designates 
non-identical (twins). 


3. fraternity (fro-TUR'-na-tee)—a men's organization in a high 
school or college, often labeled with Greek letters (the Gamma Delta 
Epsilon Fraternity); or any group of people of similar interests or 
profession (the medical fraternity, the financial fraternity). 


4. sorority (so-RAWR'-a-tee)—a women's organization in high 
school or college, again usually Greek-lettered; or any women's 
social club. 


5. uxorious (uk-SAWR’-ee-as)—an adjective describing a man who 
excessively, even absurdly, caters to, dotes on, worships, and 
submits to the most outlandish or outrageous demands of, his wife. 
This word is not synonymous with henpecked, as the henpecked 
husband is dominated by his wife, perhaps because of his own fear 
or weakness, while the uxorious husband is dominated only by his 
neurosis, and quite likely the wife finds his uxoriousness (uk-SAWR’- 
ee-os-nos) comical or a pain in the neck. (There can, indeed, be too 
much of a good thing!) 


6. uxorial—pertaining to, characteristic of, or befitting, a wife, as 
uxorial duties, privileges, attitudes, etc. 


7. marital (MAIR'-o-tol)—etymologically, pertaining or referring 
to, or characteristic of, a husband; but the meaning has changed to 
include the marriage relationship of both husband and wife (don't 
ever let anyone tell you that our language is not sexist!), as marital 
duties, obligations, privileges, arguments, etc. Hence extramarital is 
literally outside the marriage, as in extramarital affairs (hanky-panky 
with someone other than one's spouse). And premarital (Latin prefix 
pre-, before) describes events that occur before a planned marriage, 
as premarital sex, a premarital agreement as to the division of 
property, etc. 


2. of cabbages and kings (without the cabbage) 


Rex, regis is Latin for king. Tyrannosaurus rex was the king (i.e., the 
largest) of the dinosaurs (etymologically, “king of the tyrant 
lizards"). Dogs are often named Rex to fool them into thinking they 
are kings rather than slaves. And regal (REE’-gal) is royal, or fit for a 
king, hence magnificent, stately, imperious, splendid, etc., as in regal 
bearing or manner, a regal mansion, a regal reception, etc. The noun 
is regality (ro-GAL'-o-tee). 

Regalia (ra-GAYL'-yo), a plural noun, designated the emblems or 
insignia or dress of a king, and now refers to any impressively 
formal clothes; or, more commonly, to the decorations, insignia, or 
uniform of a rank, position, office, social club, etc. “The Shriners 
were dressed in full regalia,” “The five-star general appeared in full 
regalia,” etc. 


3. “madness” of all sorts 


The monomaniac develops an abnormal obsession in respect to one 
particular thing (Greek monos, one), but is otherwise normal. The 
obsession itself, or the obsessiveness, is monomania (mon'-o-MAY"- 
nee-o), the adjective is monomaniacal (mon'-o-mo-NI'-o-kol). 
Monomaniacal, like the adjective forms of various other manias, is 
tricky to pronounce— practice carefully to make sure you can say it 
correctly without stuttering. 

Psychology recognizes other abnormal states, all designating 
obsessions, and built on Greek mania, madness. 


1. dipsomania (dip'-so-MAY'-nee-o)—morbid compulsion to keep 
on absorbing alcoholic beverages (Greek dipsa, thirst). The 
dipsomaniac has been defined as the person for whom one drink is 
too many, a thousand not enough. Recent investigations suggest that 
dipsomania, or alcoholism, may not necessarily be caused by 
anxieties or frustrations, but possibly by a metabolic or 
physiological disorder. 

Adjective: dipsomaniacal (dip/-so-mo-NT'-o-kol). 


2. kleptomania (klep’-ta-MAY’-nee-3)—morbid compulsion to steal, 
not from any economic motive, but simply because the urge to take 
another's possessions is irresistible. The kleptomaniac (Greek klepte, 
thief) may be wealthy, and yet be an obsessive shoplifter. The 
kleptomaniac, for reasons that psychologists are still arguing about, 
is more often a female than a male, and may pinch her best friend's 
valueless trinket, or a cheap ashtray or salt shaker from a restaurant, 
not because she wants, let alone needs, the article, but because she 
apparently can't help herself, she gets carried away. (When she 
arrives home, she may toss it in a drawer with other loot, and never 
look at it again.) 

Can you write (and correctly pronounce) the adjective? 


3. pyromania (pi'-ro-MAY'-nee-o)—morbid compulsion to set fires. 
Pyromania should not be confused with incendiarism (in-SEN"-dee-o- 
riz-om), which is the malicious and deliberate burning of another's 
property, and is not a compulsive need to see the flames and enjoy 
the thrill of the heat and the smoke. Some pyromaniacs join 
volunteer fire companies, often heroically putting out the very 
blazes they themselves have set. An incendiary (in-SEN’-dee-air-ee) is 
antisocial, and usually sets fires for revenge. Either of these two 
dangerous characters is called, colloquially, a “firebug.” 

In law, setting fire to another’s, or to one’s own, property for the 
purpose of economic gain (such as the collection of the proceeds of 
an insurance policy) is called arson (AHR'-son) and is a felony. The 
pyromaniac sets fire for the thrill; the incendiary for revenge; the 
arsonist (AHR'-so-nist) for money. 

Pyromania is built on Greek pyros, fire; incendiarism on Latin 
incendo, incensus, to set fire; arson on Latin ardo, arsus, to burn. 

Can you write, and pronounce, the adjective form of pyromaniac? 


4. megalomania (meg’-3-lea-MAY’-nee-3)—morbid delusions of 
grandeur, power, importance, godliness, etc. Jokes accusing the 


heads of governments of megalomania are common. Here's an old 
chestnut from the forties: 


Churchill, Roosevelt, and Stalin were talking about their 
dreams. 

Churchill: I dreamed last night that God had made me Prime 
Minister of the whole world. 

Roosevelt: I dreamed that God had made me President of the 
whole world. 

Stalin: How could you gentlemen have such dreams? I didn't 
dream of offering you those positions! 


Hitler, Napoleon, and Alexander the Great have been called 
megalomaniacs—all three certainly had delusions about their 
invincibility. 

Can you write (and pronounce correctly!) the adjective derived 
from megalomaniac? 

Megalomania is built on Greek d great, big, large, plus mania. 

[Can you think of the word for what someone speaks through to 
make the sound (phone) of his voice greater? 


5. nymphomania  (nim’-fa-MAY’-nee-3)—morbid, incessant, 
uncontrollable, and intense desire, on the part of a female, for 
sexual intercourse (from Greek nymphe, bride, plus mania). 

The person? 
The adjective? 


6. satyromania  (sa-teer'-o-MAY'-nee-3)—the | same morbid, 
incessant, etc. desire on the part of a male (from Greek satyros, 
satyr, plus mania). 

The person? 
The adjective? 


A satyr (SAY'-tor) was a mythological Greek god, notorious for 
lechery. He had horns, pointed ears, and the legs of a goat; the rest 


of him was in human form. Satyromania is also called satyriasis (sat’- 
9-RI'-2-sis). 


4. and now phobias 


So much for maniacs. There is another side to the coin. Just as 
personality disorders can cause morbid attraction toward certain 
things or acts (stealing, fire, power, sex, etc.), so also other 
emotional ills can cause violent or morbid repulsions to certain 
conditions, things, or situations. There are people who have 
irrational and deep-seated dread of cats, dogs, fire, the number 
thirteen, snakes, thunder or lightning, various colors, and so on 
almost without end:! Such morbid dread or fear is called, in the 
language of psychology, a phobia, and we might pause to investigate 
the three most common ones. These are: 


1. claustrophobia (klaw'-stro-FO'-bee-o)—morbid dread of being 
physically hemmed in, of enclosed spaces, of crowds, etc. From 
Latin claustrum, enclosed place, plus Greek phobia, morbid fear. The 
person: claustrophobe (KLAW’-stra-fob’). Adjective: claustrophobic 
(klaw’-stra-FO’-bik). 


2. agoraphobia (ag/-o-ro-FO'-bee-o)—morbid dread of open space, 
the reverse of claustrophobia. People suffering from agoraphobia 
prefer to stay shut in their homes as much as possible, and become 
panic-stricken in such places as open fields, large public buildings, 
airport terminals, etc. From Greek agora, market place, plus phobia. 

The person? 
The adjective? 


3. acrophobia (ak’-ra-FO’-bee-a)—morbid dread of high places. 
The victims of this fear will not climb ladders or trees, or stand on 
tops of furniture. They refuse to go onto the roof of a building or 
look out the window of one of the higher floors. From Greek akros, 
highest, plus phobia. 


The person? 
The adjective? 


REVIEW OF ETYMOLOGY 


PREFIX, ROOT, SUFFIX 

1. frater, fratris 
ENGLISH WORD 

2. soror 
ENGLISH WORD 

3. uxor 
ENGLISH WORD 

4. maritus 
ENGLISH WORD 

5. rex, regis 
ENGLISH WORD 

6. mania 
ENGLISH WORD 

7. monos 
ENGLISH WORD 

8. -ac 
ENGLISH WORD 

9. -al 


ENGLISH WORD 


MEANING 


brother 


sister 


wife 


husband 


king 


madness 


one 


noun suffix, “one who” 


adjective suffix 


10. dipsa 
ENGLISH WORD 
11. klepte 
ENGLISH WORD 


12. pyros 


ENGLISH WORD 


13. incendo, incensus 


ENGLISH WORD 
14. ardo, arsus 
ENGLISH WORD 
15. mega 
ENGLISH WORD 
16. phone 
ENGLISH WORD 
17. satyros 
ENGLISH WORD 
18. nymphe 
ENGLISH WORD 
19. claustrum 
ENGLISH WORD 
20. agora 
ENGLISH WORD 


21. akros 


thirst 


thief 


fire 


to set fire 


to burn 


great, large, big 


sound 


satyr 


bride 


enclosed place 


market place 


highest 


ENGLISH WORD 
22. -ic 
ENGLISH WORD 
23. phobia 
ENGLISH WORD 
24. pre- 
ENGLISH WORD 
25. extra- 


ENGLISH WORD 


USING THE WORDS 


adjective suffix 


morbid dread 


before 


outside 


Can you pronounce the words? (I) 


1. fraternize 


2. fraternization 


3. fraternal 
4. fraternity 
5. sorority 
6. uxorious 
7. uxorial 


8. marital 


9. extramarital 


10. premarital 


FRAT’-ar-niz’ 
frat'-or-no-ZAY'-shon 
fro-TUR"-nel 
fro-TUR'"-no-tee 
so-RAWR'-o-tee 
uk-SAWR’-ee-as 
uk-SAWR’-ee-al 
MAIR’-9-tal 
ek’-stro-MAIR’-9-tal 
pree-MAIR"-e-tol 


11. regal 
12. regality 
13. regalia 


REE"-gol 
ro-GAL'-o-tee 
ro-GAYL/-yo 


Can you work with the words? (I) 


1. fraternize 
2. fraternal 
3. sorority 


4. uxorious 
5. uxorial 


6. marital 

7. extramarital 
8. premarital 
9. regal 


10. regalia 


a. pertaining to, characteristic of, 
or befitting, a wife 

b. outside the marriage 

c. kingly, royal; splendid, stately, 
magnificent, etc. 

d. referring to marriage 

e. before marriage 

f. socialize 

g. excessively indulgent to, or 
doting on, one's wife 

h. brotherly 

i. badges, insignia, dress, etc. of 
rank or office 


j. sisterhood 


KEY: 1-f, 2-h, 3-j, 4-g, 5-a, 6-d, 7-b, 8-e, 9-c, 10-i 


Can you pronounce the words? (Il) 


1. monomania mon’-3-MAY’-nee-a 
2. monomaniac mon’-o-MAY’-nee-ak 
3. monomaniacal mon’-d-ma-NI’-a-kal 
4. dipsomania dip’-so-MAY’-nee-a 
5. dipsomaniac dip’-so-MAY’-nee-ak 
6. dipsomaniacal dip/-se-mo-NT'-o-kel 
7. kleptomania klep'-to-MAY'-nee-o 
8. kleptomaniac klep'-to-MAY'-nee-ak 
9. kleptomaniacal klep'-te-mo-NI'-o-kel 
10. pyromania pi’-ra-MAY’-nee-a 
11. pyromaniac pi’-ra-MAY’-nee-ak 
12. pyromaniacal pi’-ra-ma-NI’-a-kal 


Can you work with the words? (Il) 


1. monomania a. obsession for alcohol 
2. dipsomania b. obsession for setting fires 
3. kleptomania c. obsession in one area 


4. pyromania d. obsession for thievery 


KEY: 1-c, 2-a, 3-d, 4-b 


Can you pronounce the words? (III) 


1. incendiarism in-SEN'"-dee-o2-riz-om 

2. incendiary in-SEN’-dee-air-ee 

3. arson AHR’-son 

4. arsonist AHR'"-so-nist 

5. megalomania meg'-o-lo-MAY'-nee-9 

6. megalomaniac meg"-a-lo-MAY'-nee-ak 

7. megalomaniacal meg"-o-lo-mo-NI'-o-kol 

8. nymphomania nim'-fo-MAY'-nee-o 

9. nymphomaniac nim'-fo-MAY'-nee-ak 
10. nymphomaniacal nim’-fa-ma-NI’-a-kal 
11. satyromania so-teer'-o-MAY"'-nee-o 
12. satyromaniacal so-teer'-o-mo-NT'-o-kol 
13. satyriasis sat'-o-RT'-o-sis 


Can you pronounce the words? (IV) 


1. claustrophobia klaw"-stro-FO"-bee-o 
2. claustrophobe KLAW^"-stro-fob' 
3. claustrophobic klaw’-stra-FO’-bik 


. agoraphobia 
. agoraphobe 
. agoraphobic 
. acrophobia 


. acrophobe 


Oo ON Oo ow a 


. acrophobic 


ag/-o-ro-FO'"-bee-o 
AG"'-o-ro-fob' 
ag/-o-ro-FO'"-bik 
ak’-ra-FO’-bee-a 
AK'-ro-fob' 
ak’-ra-FO’-bik 


Can you work with the words? (III) 


1. incendiarism 
2. arson 
3. megalomania 


4. nymphomania 


5. satyromania 
6. claustrophobia 


7. agoraphobia 


8. acrophobia 


a. delusions of grandeur 


b. compulsive sexual needs on 


the part of a male 


[e 


. morbid dread of open spaces 


Q 


. morbid dread of enclosed 


places 


@ 


malicious setting of fires, as for 


revenge, etc. 


Eh 


morbid dread of heights 


compulsive sexual needs on 


ga 


the part of a female 


h. felony of setting fire for 


economic gain 


KEY: 1-e, 2-h, 3-a, 4-g, 5-b, 6-d, 7-c, 8-f 


Can you work with the words? (IV) 


1. incendiary 


2. arsonist 


3. megalomaniac 


4. nymphomaniac 
5. satyriasis 


6. claustrophobe 


7. agoraphobe 


8. acrophobe 


b. 


. one who has delusions of 


greatness or power 


male compulsion for sexual 


intercourse 


. one who fears shut-in or 


crowded places 


one who sets fires out of 


malice 


. one who fears heights 


. one who fears large or open 


spaces 


. one who sets fires for 


economic and illegal profit 


. woman with compulsive, 


incessant sexual desire 


KEY: 1-d, 2-g, 3-a, 4-h, 5-b, 6-c, 7-f, 8-e 


Do you understand the words? 


1. Is a sorority a men’s organization? 


YES | NO 

2. Is an uxorious husband likely to be psychologically dependent on 
his wife? 
YES | NO 

3. Are extramarital affairs adulterous? 
YES | NO 

4. Do VIPs often receive regal treatment? 
YES | NO 

5. Is an admiral of the fleet in regalia informally dressed? 
YES NO 

6. Do monomaniacal people have varied interests? 
YES | NO 

7. Can a dipsomaniac safely indulge in social drinking? 
YES | NO 

8. Do people of pyromaniacal tendencies fear fire? 
YES | NO 

9. Is incendiarism an uncontrollable impulse? 
YES | NO 

10. Does an arsonist expect a reward for his actions? 
YES NO 
11. Is it necessary to seduce a nymphomaniac? 

YES | NO 


12. Do megalomaniacs have low opinions of themselves? 
YES | NO 


13. 


14. 


15. 


16. 


17. 


Is a satyromaniac lecherous? 

YES | NO 

Are satyriasis and asceticism compatible conditions? 

YES | NO 

Does a claustrophobe enjoy cramped quarters? 

YES | NO 

Would an agoraphobe be comfortable in a small cell-like room? 
YES | NO 

Does an acrophobe enjoy mountain-climbing? 

YES | NO 


KEY: 1-no, 2-yes, 3-yes, 4-yes, 5-no, 6-no, 7-no, 8-no, 9-no, 10- 
yes, 11-no, 12-no, 13-yes, 14-no, 15-no, 16-yes, 17-no 


Can you recall the words? 


1. to socialize 
1. E 
2. excessively indulgent to, and doting on, one’s wife 
2. U 
3. full dress, with ribbons, insignia, badges of office, etc. 
3.R 
4. obsessed in one area or with one overriding interest (adj.) 
4.M 
5. having a compulsion to set fires (adj.) 
5. P 
6. having a psychological compulsion to steal (adj.) 
6. K 
7. person who sets fires for revenge 
FI . 
8. felony of putting the torch to property for economic profit 
8. A 
9. obsessive need for sexual gratification by a male 
9. S 
or S 
10. morbidly dreading enclosed or cramped places (adj.) 
10. C 
11. morbidly dreading heights (adj.) 
11. A 
12. morbidly dreading wide-open spaces (adj. ) 
12. A 


13. 


14. 


15. 


16. 


17. 


18. 


19. 


20. 


21. 


22. 


having delusions of grandeur or power (adj.) 
13. M 

referring to a female who obsessively needs sexual gratification 
(adj.) 

14. N 

alcoholism 

15. D 

stealing for thrills or out of psychological compulsion (adj.) 
16. K 

brotherly 

17.F 

characteristic of, or befitting, a wife 

18. U 

referring to, characteristic of, or involved in, the matrimonial 
relationship 

19. M 

kingly; royal; splendid; etc. 

20. R 

outside the marriage (adj.) 

21. E 

before marriage (adj.) 

22. P 


KEY: 


l-fraternize, 2-uxorious, 3-regalia, 4—monomaniacal, 5- 
pyromaniacal, 6-kleptomaniacal, 7-incendiary, 8-arson, 9- 
satyromania or satyriasis, 10-claustrophobic, 11-acrophobic, 
12-agoraphobic, 13-megalomaniacal, 14-nymphomaniacal, 
15-dipsomania, 16-kleptomaniacal, 17-fraternal, 18-uxorial, 
19-marital, 20-regal, 21-extramarital, 22-premarital 


(End of Session 30) 


SESSION 31 


ORIGINS AND RELATED WORDS 


1. no reverence 


The iconoclast sneers at convention and tradition, attempts to 
expose our cherished beliefs, our revered traditions, or our 
stereotypical thinking as shams and myths. H. L. Mencken was the 
great iconoclast of the 1920s; Tom Wolfe (The Kandy-Kolored 
Tangerine-Flake Streamline Baby), of the 1960s. 

Adolescence is that confused and rebellious time of life in which 
iconoclasm  (1-KON'-o-klaz-om) is quite normal—indeed the 
adolescent who is not iconoclastic (i-kon’-3-KLAST’-ik) to some 
degree might be considered either immature or maladjusted. The 
words are from eikon, a religious image, plus klaein, to break. 
Iconoclasm is not of course restricted to religion. 


2. is there a God? 


Atheist combines the Greek negative prefix a- with theos, God. Do 
not confuse atheism (AY'-thee-iz-om) with agnosticism (ag-NOS’-te- 
siz-om), the philosophy that claims that God is unknowable, that He 
may or may not exist, and that human beings can never come to a 
final conclusion about Him. The agnostic (ag-NOS’-tik) does not deny 
the existence of a deity, as does the atheist, but simply holds that no 
proof can be adduced one way or the other. 


3. how to know 


Agnostic (which is also an adjective) is built on the Greek root 
gnostos, known, and the negative prefix a-. An agnostic claims that 
all but material phenomena is unknown, and, indeed, unknowable. 

A diagnosis (di-ag-NO’-sis), constructed on the allied Greek root 
gnosis, knowledge, plus dia-, through, is a knowing through 
examination or testing. A prognosis (prog-NO’-sis), on the other 
hand, is etymologically a knowing beforehand, hence a prediction, 
generally, but not solely, as to the course of a disease. (The Greek 
prefix pro-, before, plus gnosis.) 

Thus, you may say to a doctor: “What’s the diagnosis, Doc?” 

“Diabetes.” 

Then you say, “And what’s the prognosis?” 

“If you take insulin and watch your diet, you'll soon be as good as 
new.” 

The doctor’s prognosis, then, is a forecast of the development or 
trend of a disease. The doctor knows beforehand, from previous 
similar cases, what to expect. 

The verb form of diagnosis is diagnose (di’-ag-NOS’); the verb form 
of prognosis is prognosticate (prog-NOS’-ta-kayt’). To use the verb 
prognosticate correctly, be sure that your meaning involves the 
forecasting of developments from a consideration of symptoms or 
conditions—whether the problem is physical, mental, political, 
economic, psychological, or what have you. 

In school, you doubtless recall taking diagnostic (di’-ag-NOS’-tik) 
tests; these measured not what you were supposed to have learned 
during the semester, but your general knowledge in a field, so that 
your teachers would know what remedial steps to take, just as 
doctors rely on their diagnosis to decide what drugs or treatments to 
prescribe. 

In a reading center, various diagnostic machines and tests are used 
—these tell the clinician what is wrong with a student’s reading and 
what measures will probably increase such a student’s reading 
efficiency. 

The medical specialist in diagnosis is a diagnostician (di’-ag-nos- 
TISH'-on). 


The noun form of the verb prognosticate is prognostication (prog- 
nos’-ta-KAY’-shon). 


4. getting back to God 


Theos, God, is also found in: 

1. Monotheism (MON’-9-thee-iz-om)—belief in one God. (Monos, 
one, plus theos, God.) 

Using atheism, atheist, and atheistic as a model, write the word for 
the person who believes in one God: . The adjective? 


2. Polytheism (POL'-ee-thee-iz-om)—belief in many gods, as in 
ancient Greece or Rome. (Polys, many, plus theos.) 
The person with such a belief? . The adjective? 


3. Pantheism (PAN'"-thee-iz-om)— belief that God is not in man’s 
image, but is a combination of all forces of the universe. (Pan, all, 
plus theos,) The person? . The adjective? 


4. Theology (thee-OL'-o-jee)—the study of God and religion. (Theos 
plus logos, science or study.) 

The student is a theologian (thee'-o-LO"-jon), the adjective is 
theological (thee'-o-LOJ"-o-kol). 


5. of sex and the tongue 


A lecher practices lechery (LECH'-ar-ee). The derivation is Old 
French lechier, to lick. The adjective lecherous (LECH'-a-ros) has 
many close or not-so-close synonyms, most of them also, and 
significantly, starting with the letter l, a sound formed with the 
tongue, supposedly the seat of sensation. 


1. libidinous (1a-BID’-3-nes)—from libido, pleasure. 
2. lascivious (lo-SIV'-ee-os)—from lascivia, wantonness. 


3. lubricious (loo-BRISH'-os)—from lubricus, slippery, the same 
root found in lubricate. The noun is lubricity (1co-BRIS'-2-tee). 


4. licentious (li-SEN"-shos)—from licere, to be permitted, the root 
from which we get license, etymologically, *permission," and illicit, 
etymologically, “not permitted.” 


5. lewd—the previous four words derive from Latin, but this one is 
from Anglo-Saxon lewed, vile. 


6. lustful—from an Anglo-Saxon word meaning pleasure, desire. 
Noun: lust. 

Libidinous, lascivious, lubricious, licentious, lewd, lecherous, lustful 
are seven adjectives that indicate sexual desire and/or activity. The 
implication of all seven words is more or less derogatory. 

Each adjective becomes a noun with the addition of the noun 
suffix -ness; lubricity and lust are alternate noun forms of two of the 
adjectives. 


6. of sex and the itch 


Prurient (PROO'-ee-ont), from Latin prurio, to itch, to long for, 
describes someone who is filled with great sexual curiosity, desire, 
longing, etc. Can you form the noun? 

Pruritis (proor-I’-tis), from the same root, is a medical condition in 
which the skin is very itchy, but without a rash or eruptions. 
(Scratch enough, of course, as you will be irresistibly tempted to do, 
and something like a rash will soon appear.) The adjective is pruritic 
(proor-IT’-ik). 


7. under and over 


Hypochondria (hi-po-KON"-dree-o) is built on two Greek roots: 
hypos, under, and chondros, the cartilage of the breastbone. This 
may sound farfetched until you realize that under the breastbone is 
the abdomen; the ancient Greeks believed that morbid anxiety about 
one's health arose in the abdomen—and no one is more morbidly, 
unceasingly, and unhappily anxious about health than the 
hypochondriac. 

Hypochondriac is also an adjective—an alternate and more 
commonly used adjective form is hypochondriacal (hi’-pa-ken-DRI’-a- 
kol). 

Hypos, under, is a useful root to know. The hypodermic needle 
penetrates under the skin; a hypothyroid person has an underworking 
thyroid gland; hypotension is abnormally low blood pressure. 

On the other hand, hyper is the Greek root meaning over. The 
hypercritical person is excessively fault-finding; hyperthyroidism is an 
overworking of the thyroid gland; hypertension is high blood 
pressure; and you can easily figure out the meanings of hyperacidity, 
hyperactive, hypersensitive, etc. 

The adjective forms of hypotension and hypertension are hypotensive 
and hypertensive. 


REVIEW OF ETYMOLOGY 


PREFIX, ROOT, SUFFIX MEANING 
1. eikon religious image 
ENGLISH WORD 
2. klaein to break 
ENGLISH WORD 
3. a- negative prefix 


ENGLISH WORD 


4. theos 
ENGLISH WORD 
9. gnostos 
ENGLISH WORD 

6. -ism 
ENGLISH WORD 

7. -ic 
ENGLISH WORD 

8. gnosis 
ENGLISH WORD 

9. dia- 
ENGLISH WORD 
10. pro- 
ENGLISH WORD 
11. -ate 


ENGLISH WORD 
12. -ion 


ENGLISH WORD 
13. -ician 
ENGLISH WORD 
14. monos 


ENGLISH WORD 


God 


known 


noun suffix 


adjective suffix 


knowledge 


through 


before 


verb suffix 


noun suffix for verbs ending in - 


ate 


one who; expert 


one 


15. polys 
ENGLISH WORD 
16. pan 
ENGLISH WORD 
17. logos 
ENGLISH WORD 
18. -al 
ENGLISH WORD 
19. prurio 
ENGLISH WORD 
20. hypos 
ENGLISH WORD 
21. hyper 
ENGLISH WORD 
22. -ive 


ENGLISH WORD 


USING THE WORDS 


many 


all 


science, study 


adjective suffix 


to itch, to long for 


under 


over 


adjective suffix 


Can you pronounce the words? (I) 


1. iconoclasm 


2. iconoclastic 


3. atheism 


1-KON’-9-klaz-om 
I-kon'-o-KLAS"-tik 


AY'-thee-iz-om 


. atheistic 

. agnostic 
agnosticism 
diagnosis 


. diagnose 


oO ON Do A 


. diagnostic 
10. diagnostician 
11. prognosis 
12. prognostic 
13. prognosticate 


14. prognostication 


ay’-thee-IS’-tik 
ag-NOS’-tik 
ag-NOS'"-to-siz-om 
di'-og-NO"-sis 
DI'-og-nos' 
di’-ag-NOS’-tik 
di’-ag-nos-TISH’-an 
prog-NO’-sis 
prog-NOS’-tik 
prog-NOS’-ta-kayt’ 
prog-nos'-to-KAY'-shon 


Can you pronounce the words? (Il) 


1. monotheism 
2. monotheist 
3. monotheistic 
4. polytheism 
5. polytheist 

6. polytheistic 
7. pantheism 
8. pantheist 

9. pantheistic 


10. theology 


MON-"-e-thee-iz-om 
MON-"-e-thee"-ist 
mon'-o-thee-IS"-tik 
POL'-ee-thee-iz-om 
POL’-ee-thee’-ist 
pol'-ee-thee-IS"-tik 
PAN’-thee-iz-om 
PAN’-thee-ist 
pan’-thee-IS’-tik 
thee-OL'-o-jee 


11. theologian 
12. theological 


thee’-a-LO’-jan 
thee’-a-LOJ’-o-kal 


Can you pronounce the words? (III) 


. lechery 

. lecherous 
. libidinous 
. lascivious 
. lubricious 
. lubricity 
. licentious 
. lewd 

. lustful 


lust 


O ODN WD GU BW N Hà 


= 
> 


LECH'-or-ee 
LECH’-ar-as 
lo-BID'-2-nos 
lo-SIV'-ee-os 
loo-BRISH’-as 
1co-BRIS'-o-tee 
li-SEN'"-shas 
LOOD 
LUST’-fal 
LUST 


Can you pronounce the words? (IV) 


1. prurient 

2. prurience 

3. pruritis 

4. pruritic 

5. hypochondria 

6. hypochondriacal 


PROOR"-ee-ont 
PROOR"-ee-ons 
proor-I’-tis 
proor-IT’-ik 
hi-po-KON"-dree-o 
hi’-po-kan-DRI’-a-kal 


7. hypotension hi’-po-TEN’-shon 


8. hypertension hi’-por-TEN’-shen 
9. hypotensive hi’-po-TEN’-siv 
10. hypertensive hi’-por-TEN’-siv 


This has been a long chapter, and we have discussed, more or less 
in detail, over one hundred words. Just to keep everything straight 
in your mind now, see how successfully you can work out the 
following matching exercises, which will concern any of the words 
discussed in this chapter. 


Can you work with the words? (I) 


a. lack of seriousness in an art or 


1. martinet . 
profession 
2. sycophancy b. harridan, shrew 
3. dilettantism c. excessive patriotism 
4. tyro d. name from father 
. e. venerable and influential old 
5. virtuoso 
man 
6. termagant f. beginner 
7. chauvinism g. brilliant performer 
8. patrimony h. bootlicking 
9. patronymic i. inheritance from father 


10. patriarch j. strict disciplinarian 


KEY:1-j, 2-h, 3-a, 4-f, 5-g, 6-b, 7-c, 8-i, 9-d, 10-e 


Can you work with the words? (Il) 


"MO Ui A W 


10. 


. patricide 
. alma mater 


. matricide 
. fratricide 
. uxoricide 
. uxorious 


. monomaniacal 


. pyromaniacal 


. megalomaniacal 


dipsomaniacal 


a. mother-killing 


b. tending to fixate obsessively 
on one thing 

c. wife-killing 

d. father-killing 

e. tending to set fires 

f. alcoholic 

g. wife-doting 

h. school or college from which 
one has graduated 


i. tending to delusions of 


grandeur 


j. brother-killing 


KEY: 1-d, 2-h, 3-a, 4-j, 5-c, 6-g, 7-b, 8-e, 9-i, 10-f 


Can you work with the words? (III) 


= 
o 


O ON DH B WN o2 


. kleptomania 
. libidinous 

. atheism 

. agnosticism 


. polytheism 


monotheism 


. theology 
. pantheism 
. satyriasis 


. hypochondria 


a. disbelief in God 

b. belief in many gods 

c. lewd 

d. belief that God is nature 

e. morbid anxiety about health 
f. belief in one God 

g. study of religion 

h. obsessive thievery 

i. abnormal male sexual needs 


j. skepticism about God 


KEY: 1-h, 2-c, 3-a, 4-j, 5-b, 6-f, 7-g, 8-d, 9-i, 10-e 


Can you work with the words? (IV) 


10. 


. hypotension 
. lascivious 


1 
2 
B: 
4 


hypertension 


. agnostic 


. incendiarism 


. arson 


. iconoclasm 
. prognosticate 


. diagnosis 


prognosis 


a. high blood pressure 

b. malicious fire-setting 

c. abnormally low blood pressure 

d. fire-setting for illegal gain 

e. to forecast (probable 
developments) 

f. a determination through 
examination or testing of the 
nature, type, causes, etc. of a 
condition 

g. one who claims that ultimate 
reality is unknowable 

h. sexually immoral 

i. a foretelling of probable 
developments 


j. a scoffing at tradition 


KEY: 1-c, 2-h, 3-a, 4-g, 5-b, 6-d, 7-j, 8-e, 9-f, 10-i 


Can you work with the words? (V) 


QA Ui A C N 


10. 


11. 


. prurience 


. satyromania 

. agoraphobia 

. claustrophobia 
. acrophobia 


. theologian 
. lubricious 
. hypochondriacal 


. hypotensive 


hypertensive 


pruritis 


a. abnormal need for sexual 


intercourse by a male 
b. fear of enclosed places 
c. student of religion 
d. sexual longing or curiosity 
e. fear of heights 
f. fear of open spaces 


g. having, or referring to, 
abnormally low blood pressure 

h. itching 

i. having, or referring to, high 
blood pressure 

j. sexually immoral; lewd 


k. beset by anxieties about one's 
health 


KEY: 1-d, 2-a, 3-f, 4-b, 5-e, 6-c, 7-j, 8-k, 9-g, 10-i, 11-h 


Can you recall the words? (l) 


l. manias and phobias 


1 


10. 


single fixed obsession 
1.M 


. irresistible compulsion to set fires 


2. P 


. unceasing desire, on the part of a woman, for sexual intercourse 


3. N 


. obsessive desire to steal 


4.K 


. delusions of grandeur 


o. M 


. alcoholism 


6. D 


. compulsion for sexual intercourse by a male 


7. S 
or S 


. dread of heights 


8. A 


. dread of open spaces 


9. A 
dread of cramped quarters 
10. C 


KEY: 1-monomania,  2-pyromania, 3-nymphomania, 4- 
kleptomania, 5-megalomania, 6-dipsomania, 7-satyromania 
or satyriasis, 8-acrophobia, 9-agoraphobia, 10- 
claustrophobia 


Can you recall the words? (Il) 


ll. sex 


Write seven adjectives; all starting with L, more or less meaning 
"sexually immoral, desirous, etc."; write the adjective starting with 
P meaning “sexually curious or longing." 


UO SI etos emp, cos 
hj pic pacpacp px poen 


KEY: (1-7 in any order) 1-lecherous, 2-libidinous, 3-lascivious, 4- 
lubricious, 5-licentious, 6-lewd, 7-lustful, 8-prurient 


Can you recall the words? (III) 


lll. God 


1. study of religion 
1. T 

2. belief that God is the sum total of natural forces 
2.P 

3. belief that there is no God 
3.A 

4. belief that God's existence is unknowable 
4. A 

5. belief in one God 
5. M 

6. belief in many gods 
6. P 


KEY:  1-theology, 2-pantheism, 3-atheism, 4-agnosticism, 5- 
monotheism, 6-polytheism 


Can you recall the words? (IV) 


1. morbid anxiety about one's health 


1.H 
2. high blood pressure 
2.H 
3. malicious fire-setting 
321 
4. the felony of setting fire for economic gain 
4. A 
5. sneering contempt for convention or tradition 
D.I 
6. a forecast of development (of a disease, etc.) 
6. P 
7. designed to discover causes or conditions (adj.) 
7.D 
8. abnormally low blood pressure 
8. H 
9. to forecast (probable future developments) by examining present 
conditions 
9. P 
10. to determine the nature of a disease, condition, or state by 
examination 
10. D 


11. the act of forecasting (probable future developments) by 
examining present conditions 
11. P 


12. 


13. 


14. 


15. 


doctor who is an expert at recognizing the nature of a disease or 
condition 

12. D 

possessed of, or referring to, high blood pressure 

13. H 

possessed of, or referring to, abnormally low blood pressure 

14. H 

one who studies religion 

15. T 


KEY: 1-hypochondria, 2-hypertension, 3-incendiarism, 4-arson, 5- 
iconoclasm, 6-prognosis, 7-diagnostic, 8-hypotension, 9- 


prognosticate, 10-diagnose, 11-prognostication, 
diagnostician, ^ 13-hypertensive, ^ 14-hypotensive, 


theologian 


CHAPTER REVIEW 


A. Do you recognize the words? 


l. 


10. 


Disciplinarian: 
(a) martinet, (b) virago, (c) dilettante 


. Bootlicker: 


(a) chauvinist, (b) sycophant, (c) lecher 


. Scoffer at tradition: 


(a) monomaniac, (b) hypochondriac, (c) iconoclast 


. Disbeliever in God: 


(a) agnostic, (b) atheist, (c) chauvinist 


. Accomplished musician: 


(a) tyro, (b) dilettante, (c) virtuoso 


. Sheer, flimsy: 


(a) diaphanous, (b) uxorious, (c) paternal 


. Abusive woman: 


(a) termagant, (b) virtuoso, (c) matriarch 


. Murder of one's wife: 


(a) genocide, (b) uxoricide, (c) sororicide 
Old man in ruling position: 

(a) matriarch, (b) patricide, (c) patriarch 
Morbid compulsion to steal: 


12- 
15- 


11. 


12. 


I3. 


14. 


15. 


16. 


17. 


(a) dipsomania, (b) nymphomania, (c) kleptomania 
Delusions of grandeur: 

(a) megalomania, (b) egomania, (c) pyromania 
Lewd, lustful: 

(a) prurient, (b) agnostic, (c) hypochondriac 
Belief in many gods: 

(a) polytheism, (b) monotheism, (c) agnosticism 
Setting fire for economic gain: 

(a) pyromania, (b) incendiarism, (c) arson 
Morbid fear of heights: 

(a) agoraphobia, (b) acrophobia, (c) claustrophobia 
High blood pressure: 

(a) hypotension, (b) hypertension, (c) hypochondria 
Abnormal need for sexual intercourse by a male: 

(a) lechery, (b) lubricity, (c) satyriasis 


KEY: 1-a, 2-b, 3-c, 4-b, 5-c, 6-a, 7-a, 8-b, 9-c, 10-c, 11-a, 12-a, 
13-a, 14-c, 15-b, 16-b, 17-c 


B. Can you recognize roots? 


ROOT MEANING 

1. sykon 

EXAMPLE sycophant 
2. phanein 

EXAMPLE diaphanous 
3. vir 

EXAMPLE virago 
4. pater, patris 

EXAMPLE paternal 
5. onyma 

EXAMPLE synonym 
6. homos 

EXAMPLE homonym 
7. phone 

EXAMPLE homophone 
8. archein 


EXAMPLE matriarchy 


9. mater, matris 
EXAMPLE maternity 
10. alma 
EXAMPIE alma mater 
11. sui 
EXAMPLE Suicide 
12. caedo (-cide) 
EXAMPLE parricide 
13. frater, fratris 
EXAMPLE fraternity 
14. soror 
EXAMPLE sorority 
15. homo 
EXAMPLE homicide 
16. rex, regis 
EXAMPLE regal 
17. uxor 
EXAMPLE Uuxorious 
18. maritus 
EXAMPLE mariticide 
19. infans, infantis 
EXAMPIE infanticide 


20. genos 


EXAMPLE genocide 

21. mania 

EXAMPLE egomania 
22. monos 

EXAMPLE monomania 
23. dipsa 

EXAMPLE dipsomania 
24. klepte 

EXAMPLE kleptomania 
25. pyros 

EXAMPLE pyromania 
26. incendo, incensus 
EXAMPLE incendiarism 
27. ardo, arsus 
EXAMPLE arson 

28. mega 

EXAMPLE megalomaniac 
29. satyros 

EXAMPLE satyriasis 
30. nymphe 

EXAMPLE. nymphomaniac 
31. claustrum 


EXAMPLE claustrophobia 


32. agora 

EXAMPLE agoraphobia 
33. akros 

EXAMPLE acrophobia 
34. phobia 

EXAMPLE zoophobia 
35. eikon 

EXAMPLE iconoclastic 
36. klaein 

EXAMPLE iconoclasm 
37. theos 

EXAMPLE monotheism 
38. gnostos 

EXAMPLE agnostic 
39. gnosis 

EXAMPLE prognosis 
40. polys 

EXAMPLE polytheism 
41. pan 

EXAMPLE pantheism 
42. logos 

EXAMPLE theology 


43. prurio 


EXAMPLE pruritis 
44. hypos 

EXAMPLE hypotension 
45. hyper 


EXAMPLE hypertension 


KEY: 1-fig, 2-to show, 3-man (male), 4-father, 5-name, 6-the 
same, 7-sound, 8-to rule, 9-mother, 10-soul, 11-of oneself, 
12-to kill, killing, 13-brother, 14-sister, 15-person, 16-king, 
17-wife, 18-husband, 19-baby, 20-race, kind, 21-madness, 
22-one, 23-thirst, 24-thief, 25-fire, 26-to set fire, 27-to 
burn, 28-great, large, 29-satyr, 30-bride, 31-enclosed place, 
32-market place, 33-highest, 34—morbid dread, 35-religious 
image, 36-to break, 37-God, 38-known, 39-knowledge, 40- 
many, 41-all, 42-science, study, 43-to itch, 44-under, 45- 
over 


TEASER QUESTIONS FOR THE AMATEUR 
ETYMOLOGIST 


1. If a patronymic is a name derived from the name of one's father, 
can you figure out the word for a name derived from one's mother's 
name? i 

2. Incendo, incensus, to set on fire, is the origin of the adjective 
incendiary, the noun incense, and the verb to incense. 


(a) What is an incendiary statement or speech? f 
(b) Why do people use incense, and why is it called incense? 


(c) If someone incenses you, or if you feel incensed, how does 
the meaning of the verb derive from the root? 
3. Ardo, arsus, to burn, is the source of ardent and ardor. Explain 


these two words in terms of the root. 


(a) ardent: 


(b) ardor: 


4. What is used to make sound greater (use the roots for great and 
sound)? 

5. A metropolis, by etymology, is the mother city (Greek rneter, 
mother, plus polis, city, state). Construct a word for a great city 
(think of megalomania, delusions of greatness): 

6. Polis, city, state, is the origin of the word for the uniformied 
group guarding the city or state. The English word? 

Can you think of the word from the same root for the art of 
governing the city or state? 

7. What is a bibliokleptomaniac? 

Coin a word for one who has an irresistible compulsion to steal 

women: . To steal children (use the Greek, not the Latin, 

root for child): . To steal males (use the Greek root): 
. To steal people (use the Greek root): 

8. What word can you coin for someone who has an DbsessioH to 
reach the highest places? . To be in the market place, or 
in wide-open spaces? . To be in confined places? 


9. Coin a word for one who has a morbid dread of thieves: 


; of fire: ; of women: ; of males: 
; of people: 
10. Guess ‘at the meaning, thinking of the roots you have learned, 


of gnosiology: 

11. Wolfgang Amadeus Theophilus Gottlieb Mozart was a famous 
eighteenth-century Austrian composer. You can recognize the roots 
in Theophilus. How are his other two middle names similar to 
Theophilus? ; 

12. Thinking of the root phanein, define cellophane: 


13. Recognizing the root hypos, can you define hypoglycemia? 
. Construct a word that is the opposite of hypoglycemia: 


14. Pan, all, occurs in Pantheon, pandemonium, and panorama. Can 
you figure out the meanings? 


(a) Pantheon: 
(b) pandemonium: 
(c) panorama: 


15. Recognizing the roots in monarchy, define the word: 


(Answers in Chapter 18) 


MAGAZINES THAT WILL HELP YOU 


When a pregnant woman takes calcium pills, she must make sure 
also that her diet is rich in vitamin D, since this vitamin makes the 
absorption of the calcium possible. In building your vocabulary by 
learning great quantities of new words, you too must take a certain 
vitamin, metaphorically speaking, to help you absorb, understand, 
and remember these words. This vitamin is reading—for it is in 
books and magazines that you will find the words that we have been 
discussing in these pages. To learn new words without seeing them 
applied in the context of your reading is to do only half the job and 
to run the risk of gradually forgetting the additions to your 
vocabulary. To combine your vocabulary-building with increased 
reading is to make assurance doubly sure. 

You are now so alert to the words and roots we have discussed 
that you will find that most of your reading will be full of the new 
words you have learned—and every time you do see one of the 
words used in context in a book or magazine, you will understand it 
more fully and will be taking long steps toward using it yourself. 

Among magazines, I would like particularly to recommend the 
following, which will act both to keep you mentally alert and to set 
the new words you are learning: 


1. Harper's Magazine 
2. Atlantic Monthly 
3. The New Yorker 


Time 

. Newsweek 

. Esquire 

. Psychology Today 

. Saturday Review 
Ms. 

10. Mother Jones 

11. Signs 

12. National Geographic 
13. Smithsonian 

14. Human Nature 

15. Scientific American 
16. Natural History 


O00 04 


These periodicals are aimed at the alert, verbally sophisticated, 
educated reader; you will see in them, without fail, most of the 
words you have been studying in this book—not to mention hosts of 
other valuable words you will want to add to your vocabulary, 
many of which you will be able to figure out once you recognize 
their etymological structure. 


(End of Session 31) 


1 For some of these esoteric phobias, see Appendix. 


— ——- Brief Intermission Seven 


SOME INTERESTING DERIVATIONS 


PEOPLE WHO MADE OUR LANGUAGE 


Bloomers 


Mrs. Elizabeth Smith Miller invented them in 1849, and showed a 
working model to a famous women's rights advocate, Amelia J. 
Bloomer. Amelia was fascinated by the idea of garments that were 
both modest (they then reached right down to the ankles) and 
convenient—and promptly sponsored them.... 


Boycott 


Charles C. Boycott was an English land agent whose difficult duty 
it was to collect high rents from Irish farmers. In protest, the 
farmers ostracized him, not even allowing him to make purchases in 
town or hire workers to harvest his crops. 


Marcel 


Marcel was an ingenious Parisian hairdresser who felt he could 
improve on the button curls popular in 1875. He did, and made a 
fortune. 


Silhouette 


Finance Minister of France just before the Revolution, Etienne de 
Silhouette advocated the simple life, so that excess money could go 
into the treasury instead of into luxurious living. And the profile is 
the simplest form of portraiture, if you get the connection. 


Derrick 


A seventeenth-century English hangman, Derrick by name, hoisted 
to their death some of the most notorious criminals of the day. 


Sadist 


Because Count de Sade, an eighteenth-century Frenchman, found 
his greatest delight in torturing friends and mistresses, the term 
sadist was derived from his name. His works shocked his nation and 
the world by the alarming frankness with which he described his 
morbid and bloodthirsty cruelty. 


Galvanism 


Luigi Galvani, the Italian physiologist, found by accident that an 
electrically charged scalpel could send a frog's corpse into muscular 
convulsions. Experimenting further, he eventually discovered the 
principles of chemically produced electricity. His name is 
responsible not only for the technical expressions galvanism, 
galvanized iron, and galvanometer, but also for that highly graphic 
phrase, “galvanized into action.” 


Guppies 


In 1868, R. J. Lechmere Guppy, president of the Scientific 
Association of Trinidad, sent some specimens of a tiny tropical fish 


to the British Museum. Ever since, fish of this species have been 
called guppies. 
Nicotine 


Four hundred years ago, Jean Nicot, a French ambassador, bought 
some tobacco seeds from a Flemish trader. Nicot's successful efforts 
to popularize the plant in Europe brought him linguistic 
immortality. 


PLACES THAT MADE OUR LANGUAGE 


Bayonne, France 

Where first was manufactured the daggerlike weapon that fits 
over the muzzle end of a rifle—the bayonet. 
Cantalupo, Italy 

The first place in Europe to grow those luscious melons we now 
call cantaloupes. 
Calicut, India 

The city from which we first imported a kind of cotton cloth now 
known as calico. 
Tuxedo Park, New York 


In the country club of this exclusive and wealthy community, the 
short (no tails) dinner coat for men, or tuxedo, was popularized. 


Egypt 

It was once supposed that the colorful, fortunetelling wanderers, 
or Gypsies, hailed from this ancient land. 
Damascus, Syria 


Where an elaborately patterned silk, damask, was first made. 


Tzu-t'ing, China 

Once a great seaport in Fukien Province. Marco Polo called it 
Zaitun, and in time a silk fabric made there was called satin. 
Frankfurt, Germany 


Where the burghers once greatly enjoyed their smoked beef and 
pork sausages, which we now ask for in delicatessen stores and 
supermarkets by the name of frankfurters, franks, or hot dogs. 
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HOW TO FLATTER YOUR FRIENDS 


(Sessions 32-37) 


TEASER PREVIEW 


What adjective aptly describes people who are: 
friendly and easy to get along with? 
tireless? 

simple, frank, aboveboard? 

keen-minded? 

generous, noble, and forgiving? 

able to do many things skillfully? 
unflinching in the face of pain or disaster? 
brave, fearless? 

charming and witty? 

smooth, polished, cultured? 


SESSION 32 


Words are the symbols of emotions, as well as ideas. You can show your 
feeling by the tone you use ("You're silly" can be an insult, an accusation, 
or an endearment, depending on how you say it) or by the words you 
choose (you can label a quality either “childish” or “childlike,” depending 
on whether you admire it or condemn it—it's the same quality, no matter 
what you call it). 

In Chapter 11 we discussed ten basic words that you might use to show 
your disapproval. In this chapter we discuss ten adjectives that indicate 
wholehearted approval. 

Consider the interesting types of people described in the following 
paragraphs, then note how accurately the adjective applies to each type. 


IDEAS 


1. put the kettle on, Polly 


They are friendly, happy, extroverted, and gregarious—the sort of 
people who will invite you out for a drink, who like to transact business 
around the lunch table, who put the coffee to perking as soon as company 
drops in. They're sociable, genial, cordial, affable—and they like parties 
and all the eating and drinking that goes with them. 


The adjective is: convivial 


2. you can't tire them 


Arnold Bennett once pointed out that we all have the same amount of 
time—twenty-four hours a day. Strictly speaking, that's as inconclusive an 
observation as Bennett ever made. It's not time that counts, but energy— 
and of that wonderful quality we all have very different amounts, from 


the persons who wake up tired, no matter how much sleep they've had, to 
lucky, well-adjusted mortals who hardly ever need to sleep. 

Energy comes from a healthy body, of course; it also comes from a 
psychological balance, a lack of conflicts and insecurities. 

Some people apparently have boundless, illimitable energy—they're on 
the go from morning to night, and often far into the night, working hard, 
playing hard, never tiring, never “pooped” or “bushed”—and getting twice 
as much done as any three other human beings. 


The adjective is: indefatigable 


3. no tricks, no secrets 


They are pleasingly frank, utterly lacking in pretense or artificiality, in 
fact quite unable to hide their feelings or thoughts—and so honest and 
aboveboard that they can scarcely conceive of trickery, chicanery, or 
dissimulation in anyone. There is, then, about them the simple naturalness 
and unsophistication of a child. 


The adjective is: ingenuous 


4. sharp as a razor 


They have minds like steel traps; their insight into problems that would 
confuse or mystify people of less keenness or discernment is just short of 
amazing. 


The adjective is: perspicacious 


5. no placating necessary 


They are most generous about forgiving a slight, an insult, an injury. 
Never do they harbor resentment, store up petty grudges, or waste energy 
or thought on means of revenge or retaliation. How could they? They’re 
much too big-hearted. 


The adjective is: magnanimous 


6. one-person orchestras 


The range of their aptitudes is truly formidable. If they are writers, they 
have professional facility in poetry, fiction, biography, criticism, essays— 
you just mention it and they've done it, and very competently. If they are 
musicians, they can play the oboe, the bassoon, the French horn, the bass 
viol, the piano, the celesta, the xylophone, even the clavichord if you can 
dig one up. If they are artists, they use oils, water colors, gouache, 
charcoal, pen and ink—they can do anything! Or maybe the range of their 
abilities cuts across all fields, as in the case of Michelangelo, who was an 
expert sculptor, painter, poet, architect, and inventor. In case you're 
thinking “Jack of all trades..." youre wrong—they’re masters of all 
trades. 


The adjective is: versatile 


7T. no grumbling 


They bear their troubles bravely, never ask for sympathy, never yield to 
Sorrow, never wince at pain. It sounds almost superhuman, but it's true. 


The adjective is: stoical 


8. no fear 


There is not, as the hackneyed phrase has it, a cowardly bone in their 
bodies. They are strangers to fear, they're audacious, dauntless, 
contemptuous of danger and hardship. 


The adjective is: intrepid 


9. no dullness 


They are witty, clever, delightful; and naturally, also, they are brilliant 
and entertaining conversationalists. 


The adjective is: scintillating 


10. city slickers 


They are cultivated, poised, tactful, socially so experienced, 
sophisticated, and courteous that they're at home in any group, at ease 
under all circumstances of social intercourse. You cannot help admiring 
(perhaps envying) their smoothness and self-assurance, their tact and 
congeniality. 


The adjective is: urbane 


USING THE WORDS 


Can you pronounce the words? 


1. convivial kon-VIV’-ee-al 
2. indefatigable in’-da-FAT’-a-ga-bal 
3. ingenuous in-JEN’-yoo-as 
4. perspicacious pur^-spo-KAY'-shos 
5. magnanimous mog-NAN^"-o-mos 
6. versatile VUR’-so-tal 
7. stoical STO’-a-kal 
8. intrepid in-TREP’-id 
9. scintillating SIN’-ta-layt-ing 
10. urbane ur-BAYN’ 


Can you work with the words? 


1. convivial a. frank 
2. indefatigable b. unflinching 
3. ingenuous c. noble 


4. perspicacious d. capable in many directions 


O ON BW GU 


. magnanimous 
. versatile 

. Stoical 

. intrepid 

. scintillating 


10. 


urbane 


e. tireless 

f. fearless 

g. keen-minded 

h. witty 

i. friendly 

j. polished, sophisticated 


KEY: 1-i, 2-e, 3-a, 4-g, 5-c, 6-d, 7-b, 8-f, 9-h, 10-j 


Do you understand the words? (I) 


1 


10. 


. Convivial people are unfriendly. 


TRUE FALSE 


. Anyone who is indefatigable tires easily. 


TRUE FALSE 


. An ingenuous person is artful and untrustworthy. 


TRUE FALSE 


. A perspicacious person is hard to fool. 


TRUE FALSE 


. A magnanimous person is easily insulted. 


TRUE FALSE 


. A versatile person does many things well. 


TRUE FALSE 


. A stoical person always complains of his hard lot. 


TRUE FALSE 


. An intrepid explorer is not easily frightened. 


TRUE FALSE 


. A scintillating speaker is interesting to listen to. 


TRUE FALSE 
Someone who is urbane is always making enemies. 
TRUE FALSE 


KEY: 1-F, 2-F, 3-F, 4-T, 5-F, 6-T, 7-F, 8-T, 9-T, 10-F 


Do you understand the words? (Il) 


1. convivial—hostile 
SAME OPPOSITE 

2. indefatigable—enervated 
SAME OPPOSITE 

3. ingenuous—worldly 
SAME OPPOSITE 

4. perspicacious—obtuse 
SAME OPPOSITE 

5. magnanimous—petty 
SAME OPPOSITE 

6. versatile—well-rounded 
SAME OPPOSITE 

7. stoical—unemotional 
SAME OPPOSITE 

8. intrepid—timid 
SAME OPPOSITE 

9. scintillating—banal 
SAME OPPOSITE 

10. urbane—erude 

SAME OPPOSITE 


KEY: 1-O, 2-0, 3-O, 4-0, 5-O, 6-S, 7-5, 8-O, 9-O, 10-O 


Can you recall the words? 


1. witty 


10. simple and honest; frank 


KEY: 1-scintillating, 2-magnanimous, 3-versatile, 4-perspicacious, 5- 
stoical, 6-convivial, 7-urbane, 8-intrepid, 9-indefatigable, 10- 
ingenuous 


(End of Session 32) 


SESSION 33 


ORIGINS AND RELATED WORDS 


1. eat, drink, and be merry 


The Latin verb vivo, to live, and the noun vita, life, are the source of a 
number of important English words. 

Convivo is the Latin verb to live together; from this, in Latin, was formed 
the noun convivium (don't get impatient; we'll be back to English directly), 
which meant a feast or banquet; and from convivium we get our English 
word convivial, an adjective that describes the kind of person who likes to 
attend feasts and banquets, enjoying (and supplying) the jovial good 
fellowship characteristic of such gatherings. 

Using the suffix -ity can you write the noun form of the adjective 
convivial? ___. (Can you pronounce it?) 


2. living it up 


Among many others, the following English words derive from Latin vivo, 
to live: 

1. vivacious (vi-VAY'-shos)—full of the joy of living; animated; peppy—a 
vivacious personality. Noun: vivacity (vi-VAS'-a-tee). You can, as you know, 
also add -ness to any adjective to form a noun. Write the alternate noun 
form of vivacious: — | | 

2. vivid—possessing the freshness of life; strong; sharp—a vivid 
imagination; a vivid color. Add -ness to form the noun:  —ć— 

3. revive (ra-VIV’)—bring back to life. In the 1960s, men's fashions of 
the twenties were revived. Noun: revival (ro-VI/-vol). 

4. vivisection (viv’-d-SEK’-shen)—operating on a live animal. Sect- is 
from a Latin verb meaning to cut. Vivisection is the process of 
experimenting on live animals to discover causes and cures of disease. 


Antivivisectionists object to the procedure, though many of our most 
important medical discoveries were made through vivisection. 

5. Viviparous (vi-VIP'-or-os)—producing live babies. Human beings and 
most other mammals are viviparous. Viviparous is contrasted to oviparous 
(0-VIP’-ar-as), producing young from eggs. Most fish, fowl, and other 
lower forms of life are oviparous. 

The combining root in both these adjectives is Latin pareo, to give birth 
(parent comes from the same root). In oviparous, the first two syllables 
derive from Latin ovum, egg. 

Ovum, egg, is the source of oval and ovoid, egg-shaped; ovulate (O’-vya- 
layt’), to release an egg from the ovary: ovum (O-vom), the female germ 
cell which, when fertilized by a sperm, develops into an embryo, then into 
a fetus (FEE’-tas), and finally, in about 280 days in the case of humans, is 
born as an infant. 

The adjective form of ovary is ovarian (0-VAIR’-ee-an); of fetus, fetal 
(FEE’-tal). Can you write the noun form of the verb ovulate? — . 
Love, you may or may not be surprised to hear, also comes from ovum. 

No, not the kind of love you're thinking of. Latin ovum became oeuf in 
French, or with “the” preceding the noun (the egg), Voeuf, pronounced 
something like LOOF. Zero (picture it for a moment) is shaped like an egg 
(0), so if your score in tennis is fifteen, and your opponent's is zero, you 
shout triumphantly, “Fifteen love! Let's go!” 


3. more about life 


Latin vita, life, is the origin of: 

1. vital (VI’-tal)—essential to life; of crucial importance—a vital matter; 
also full of life, strength, vigor, etc. Add the suffix -ity to form the noun: 
eee Add a verb suffix to construct the verb:  . | | 
(meaning: to give life to). bad write the noun derived from the verb you 
have constructed: — 

2. Revitalize (ree-VI’-ta-liz’) is constructed from the prefix re-, again, 
back, the root vita, and the verb suffix. Meaning? . Can you 
write the noun formed from this verb? —ć— —ć— 


3. The prefix de- has a number of meanings, one of which is essentially 
negative, as in defrost, decompose, declassify, etc. Using this prefix, can you 


write a verb meaning to rob of life, to take life from? — . |. . Now 
write the noun form of this verb: . 

4. Vitamin—one of the many nutritional elements on which life is 
dependent. Good eyesight requires vitamin A (found, for example, in 
carrots); strong bones need vitamin D (found in sunlight and cod-liver oil); 
etc. 

Vitalize, revitalize, and devitalize are used figuratively—for example, a 
program or plan is vitalized, revitalized, or devitalized, according to how it's 
handled. 


4. French life 


Sometimes, instead of getting our English words directly from Latin, we 
work through one of the Latin-derived or Romance languages. (As you 
will recall, the Romance languages—French, Spanish, Italian, Portuguese, 
and Romanian—are so called because they were originally dialects of the 
old Roman tongue. English, by the way, is not a Romance language, but a 
Teutonic one. Our tongue is a development of a German dialect imposed 
on the natives of Britain by the Angles, Saxons, and Jutes of early English 
history. Though we have taken over into English more than 50 per cent of 
the Latin vocabulary and almost 30 per cent of the classical Greek 
vocabulary as roots and prefixes, our basic language is nevertheless 
German). 

The French, using the same Latin root vivo, to live, formed two 
expressive phrases much used in English. French pronunciation is, of 
course, tricky, and if you are not at least superficially acquainted with 
that language, your pronunciation may sound a bit awkward to the 
sophisticated ear—but try it anyway. These phrases are: 

1. joie de vivre—pronounced something like zhwahd’-VEEV’ (zh is 
identical in sound to the s of pleasure). 

Literally joy of living, this phrase describes an immense delight in being 
alive, an effervescent keenness for all the daily activities that human 
beings indulge in. People who possess joie de vivre are never moody, 
depressed, bored, or apathetic—on the contrary, they are full of sparkle, 
eager to engage in all group activities, and, most important, always seem 
to be having a good time, no matter what they are doing. Joie de vivre is 
precisely the opposite of ennui (this is also a word of French origin, but is 
easy to pronounce: AHN’-wee), which is a feeling of boredom, discontent, 


or weariness resulting sometimes from having a jaded, oversophisticated 
appetite, sometimes from just finding all of life tedious and unappetizing, 
and sometimes implying in addition physical lassitude and general 
inactivity. Young children and simple people rarely experience ennui—to 
them life is always exciting, always new. 

2. bon vivant, pronounced something like BONG’-vee-VAHNG’—the -NG 
a muted nasal sound similar to the -ng in sing. 

A bon vivant is a person who lives luxuriously, especially in respect to 
rich food, good liquor, expensive theater parties, operas, and other 
accouterments of upper-class life. Bon vivant means, literally, a good liver; 
actually, a high liver, one who lives a luxurious life. When you think of a 
bon vivant (usually, language being sexist, a male), you get the picture of 
someone attired in top hat, “soup and fish" or tuxedo, raising his cane to 
call a taxi while a beautiful, evening-gowned and sophisticated-looking 
woman, sparkling in diamonds and furs, waits at his side. They're going to 
a champagne and partridge supper at an outrageously expensive 
restaurant, etc.—fill in your own details of the high life. 

The bon vivant is of course a convivial person—and also likely to be a 
gourmet (góor-MAY^), another word from French. 


5. food and how to enjoy it 


The gourmand (GOOR'-mond) enjoys food with a sensual pleasure. To 
gourmands the high spots of the day are the times for breakfast, lunch, 
dinner, and midnight supper; in short, they like to eat, but the eating must 
be good. The verb form, gormandize (GAWR'-mon-diz), however, has 
suffered a degeneration in meaning—it signifies to stuff oneself like a pig. 

A gourmand is significantly different from a gourmet, who has also a 
keen interest in food and liquor, but is much more fastidious, is more of a 
connoisseur, has a most discerning palate for delicate tastes, flavors, and 
differences; goes in for rare delicacies (like hummingbirds' tongues and 
other such absurdities); and approaches the whole business from a 
scientific, as well as a sensual, viewpoint. Gourmet is always a 
complimentary term, gourmand somewhat less so. 

The person who eats voraciously, with no discernment whatever, but 
merely for the purpose of stuffing himself ("I know I haven't had enough 
to eat till I feel sick"), is called a glutton (GLUT'-on)—obviously a highly 
derogatory term. The verb gluttonize is stronger than gormandize; the 


adjective gluttonous (GLUT'-a-nos) is about the strongest epithet you can 
apply to someone whose voracious eating habits you find repulsive. 
Someone who has a voracious, insatiable appetite for money, sex, 
punishment, etc. is also called a glutton. 


REVIEW OF ETYMOLOGY 


PREFIX, ROOT, SUFFIX 


1. vivo 
ENGLISH WORD 
2. -ous 
ENGLISH WORD 
3. re- 
ENGLISH WORD 
4. sectus 
ENGLISH WORD 
5. anti- 
ENGLISH WORD 
6. ovum 
ENGLISH WORD 
7. pareo 
ENGLISH WORD 
8. vita 
ENGLISH WORD 
9. -ize 
ENGLISH WORD 


10. -ation 


MEANING 


to live 


adjective suffix 


again, back 


cut 


against 


e88 


to give birth, produce 


life 


verb suffix 


noun suffix 


ENGLISH WORD 


added to verbs 


ENGLISH WORD |. —  —Żć— 

ending in -ize 
ENGLISH WORD __  —ć— 
11. de- negative prefix 
ENGLISH WORD __  —ć— 
12. bon good 
ENGLISH WORD __  —ć— 
13. -ate verb suffix 
ENGLISH WORD 


USING THE WORDS 


Can you pronounce the words? (I) 


1. conviviality kon-viv'-ee-AL'-o-tee 

2. vivacious vi-VAY’-shas 

3. vivacity vi-VAS'-o-tee 

4. vivid VIV’-id 

5. vividness VIV’-id-nas 

6. revive ro-VIV 

7. revival ro-VIV'-el 

8. vivisection viv'-o-SEK'-shon 

9. antivivisectionist an’-tee (or ti)-viv’-o-SEK’-shon-ist 


= 
o 


. Viviparous vi-VIP'-or-os 


11. oviparous 0-VIP’-ar-as 


12. oval O’-val 

13. ovoid O’-voyd’ 

14. ovary O’-va-ree 

15. ovarian 0-VAIR’-ee-an 
16. ovulate O-vya-layt’ 

17. ovulation 0-vyo-LAY'-shon 


Can you pronounce the words? (II) 


1. vital VI--tol 
2. vitality vi-TAL'-o-tee 
3. vitalize VI’-ta-liz’ 
4. vitalization vi’-ta-le-ZAY’-shon 
5. revitalize ree-VI-to-liz' 
6. revitalization ree-vi'-to-lo-ZAY'-shon 
7. devitalize dee-VI’-ta-liz’ 
8. devitalization dee-vi’-ta-la-ZAY’-shon 
9. joie de vivre zhwahd’-VEEV’ 
10. ennui AHN’-wee 
11. bon vivant BONG’ vee-VAHNGT 
12. gourmand GOOR'-moand 
13. gourmet goor-MAY’ 
14. gormandize GAWR’-men-diz’ 
15. glutton GLUT’-an 
16. gluttonous GLUT-o2-nos 


17. gluttonize 


18. vitamin 


Can you work with the words? (l) 


. oval, ovoid 
. revitalize 
. gluttonous 


1 
2 
3 
4. 
5 
6 
7 


vivacious 


. vivid 
. viviparous 


. oviparous 


GLUT”-ə-nīz’ 


Vľ-tə-min 


a. peppy 

b. bearing live young 

c. strong, sharp 

d. piggish; greedy 

e. egg-shaped 

f. bearing young in eggs 


g. give new life to 


KEY: 1-e, 2-g, 3-d, 4-a, 5-c, 6-b, 7-f 


Can you work with the words? (Il) 


1. conviviality 
2. vivisection 


3. antivivisectionist 
4. ovulation 


5. vitality 


6. joie de vivre 
7. ennui 


8. bon vivant 
9. gourmand 


10. gourmet 


11. glutton 


a. release of the egg 
b. a “high liver” 
c. experimentation on live animals 


d. one who is a connoisseur of good 
food 


e. effervescence; joy of living 
f. one who enjoys food 


g. one who eats greedily; one who is 


greedy (as for punishment, etc.) 
h. boredom 
i. congeniality 
j. strength, vigor 
k. one who is against 


experimentation on live animals 


KEY: 1-i, 2-c, 3-k, 4-a, 5-j, 6-c, 7-h, 8-b, 9-f, 10-d, 11-g 


Can you work with the words? (III) 


1. revive a. rob of life or strength 

f b. nutritional element necessary for 
2. vital . 

life 

3. vitalize c. important, crucial 
4. devitalize d. stuff oneself like a pig 
5. gluttonize e. breathe life into 
6. vitamin f. bring back to life 


KEY: 1-f, 2—c, 3-e, 4-a, 5-d, 6-b 


Do you understand the words? (I) 


1. conviviality—asceticism 
SAME OPPOSITE 

2. vivacious—apathetic 
SAME OPPOSITE 

3. vivid—dull 
SAME OPPOSITE 

4. revive—kill 
SAME OPPOSITE 

5. revitalize—rejuvenate 
SAME OPPOSITE 

6. ennui—boredom 
SAME OPPOSITE 

7. bon vivant—“man about town’ 
SAME OPPOSITE 

8. gormandize—starve 
SAME OPPOSITE 

9. glutton—ascetic 
SAME OPPOSITE 

10. joie de vivre—boredom 

SAME OPPOSITE 


? 


KEY: 1-O, 2-0, 3-O, 4-0, 5-S, 6-S, 7-S, 8-O, 9-O, 10-0 


Do you understand the words? (Il) 


1. vivacity—liveliness 
SAME OPPOSITE 

2. revival—renewal 
SAME OPPOSITE 

3. vivisection—experimentation on corpses 
SAME OPPOSITE 

4. ovulation—egg-releasing 
SAME OPPOSITE 

5. devitalize—reinvigorate 
SAME OPPOSITE 

6. vitality—fatigue 
SAME OPPOSITE 

7. gluttonous—greedy 
SAME OPPOSITE 

8. gourmand—ascetic 
SAME OPPOSITE 


9. ovoid—egg-shaped 
SAME OPPOSITE 


KEY: 1-$, 2-S, 3-O, 4-5, 5-O, 6-O, 7-S, 8-O, 9-S 


Do you understand the words? (Ill) 


1 


. Humans are viviparous. 


TRUE FALSE 


. Cows are oviparous. 


TRUE FALSE 


. Ovulation takes places in females only when they are married. 


TRUE FALSE 


. An antivivisectionist believes in experimenting on live animals. 


TRUE FALSE 


. Vitamins are essential to good health. 


TRUE FALSE 


. A bon vivant lives like a hermit. 


TRUE FALSE 


. A gourmet stuffs himself with food. 


TRUE FALSE 


. It is normal for young children to be overwhelmed with ennui. 


TRUE FALSE 


. People who are keenly alive possess joie de vivre. 


TRUE FALSE 


KEY: 1-T, 2-F, 3-F, 4—F, 5-T, 6-F, 7-F, 8-F, 9-T 


Can you recall the words? 


1 


14. 


bearing young by eggs (adj. ) 


. one who is opposed to such an activity 


5.A_ : 


. the process of releasing an egg from the ovary 


15. 


16. 


17. 


18. 


19. 


liveliness, pep 


egg-shaped 
16.0 |. | . 
to bring renewed life or vigor to 


referring to the ovary (adj.) 
18.0 . |. | — 
essential to life; crucial; of utmost importance 


KEY: 


l-oviparous, 2-viviparous, 3-conviviality, 4-vivisection, 5- 
antivivisectionist, 6-ovulation, 7-devitalize, 8-joie de vivre, 9- 
glutton, 10-bon vivant, 11-gourmet, 12-gourmand, 13-gluttonize or 
gormandize, 14-ennui, 15-vivacity, vivaciousness, or vitality, 16— 
oval or ovoid, 17-revitalize or revive, 18-ovarian, 19—vital 


(End of Session 33) 


SESSION 34 


ORIGINS AND RELATED WORDS 


1. no fatigue 


Indefatigable is a derived form of fatigue—in- is a negative prefix, the 
suffix -able means able to be; hence, literally, indefatigable means unable to 
be fatigued. The noun is indefatigability (in'-do-fat'-o-go-BIL'-o-tee). 


2. how simple can one be? 


Ingenuous is a complimentary term, though its synonyms naive, gullible, 
and credulous are faintly derogatory. 

To call people ingenuous implies that they are frank, open, artless—in 
other words, not likely to try to put anything over on you, nor apt to hide 
feelings or thoughts that more sophisticated persons would consider it 
wise, tactful, or expedient to conceal. 

Ingenuous should not be confused with ingenious (in-JEEN'-yos)—note 
the slight difference in spelling—which on the contrary means shrewd, 
clever, inventive. 

The noun form of ingenuous is ingenuousness; of ingenious, ingenuity (in'- 
je-NOO'"-2-tee) or ingeniousness. 

To call people naive (nah-EEV’) is to imply that they have not learned 
the ways of the world, and are therefore idealistic and trusting beyond the 
point of safety; such idealism and trust have probably come from 
ignorance or inexperience. The noun is naiveté (nah-eev-TAY’). 

Credulous (KREJ'-o-los) implies a willingness to believe almost anything, 
no matter how fantastic. Credulity (kro-Joo'-lo-tee), like naiveté, usually 
results, again, from ignorance or inexperience, or perhaps from an 
inability to believe that human beings are capable of lying. 

Gullible (GUL'-o-bol) means easily tricked, easily fooled, easily imposed on. 
It is a stronger word than credulous and is more derogatory. Gullibility 


(gul'-a-BIL'-o-tee) results more from stupidity than from ignorance or 
inexperience. 

These four synonyms, ingenuous, naive, credulous, and gullible, are fairly 
close, but they contain areas of distinction worth remembering. Let's 
review them: 


1. ingenuous—frank, not given to concealment 

2. naive—inexperienced, unsophisticated, trusting 

3. credulous—willing to believe; not suspicious or skeptical 
4. gullible—easily tricked 


3. belief and disbelief 


Credulous comes from Latin credo, to believe, the same root found in 
credit (if people believe in your honesty, they will extend credit to you; they 
will credit what you say). -Ous is an adjective suffix that usually signifies 
full of. So, strictly, credulous means full of believingness. 

Do not confuse credulous with credible. (KRED'-o-bol). In the latter word 
we see combined the root credo, believe, with -ible, a suffix meaning can 
be. Something credible can be believed. 


Let's chart some differences: 

Credulous listeners—those who fully believe what they hear 

A credible story—one that can be believed 

An incredulous (in-KREJ'-o-los) attitude—an attitude of skepticism, of 
non-belief 

An incredible (in-KRED'-o-bal) story—one that cannot be believed 

Incredible characters—persons who are so unique that you can scarcely 
believe they exist. 


Nouns are formed as follows: 


credulous—credulity (kro-JOO'-lo-tee) 
incredulous—incredulity (in-kro-JOO'-lo-tee) 
credible—credibility (kred'-o-BIL'-o-tee) 
incredible—incredibility (in-kred'-o-BIL'-o-tee) 


To check your understanding of these distinctions, try the next test. 


Can you use these words correctly? 


Use credulous, credible, or corresponding negative or noun forms in the 
following sentences: 


1.Shelistened | | . ly to her husband's confession of his 
frequent infidelity, for she had always considered him a paragon of 
moral uprightness. 

2. He told hisaudiencean . |. and fantastic story of his 
narrow escapes. 

3. He'll believe you—he’s very. 

4. Make your characters more 
believe in them. 

5. We listened dumb-struck, full of 
of corruption and vice. 


if you want your readers to 


, to the shocking details 


6. He has the most. ___ good luck. 

7.The | |  . of it! How can such things happen? 

8. Naive people accept with complete ——  — ___, Whatever anyone 
tells them. 


9. “Do you believe me?” “Sure—your story is 
10. I’m not objecting to the total 
your thinking that Pm 


LL of your story, but only to 
enough to believe it! 


KEY: l-incredulously, 2-incredible, 3-credulous, 4-credible, 5- 
incredulity, 6-incredible, 7-incredibility, 8-credulity, 9-credible, 
10-incredibility, credulous 


4. what people believe in 


Credo, to believe, is the origin of four other useful English words. 

1. Credo (KREE’-do)—personal belief, code of ethics; the principles by 
which people guide their actions. 

2. Creed—a close synonym of credo; in addition, a religious belief, such 
as Catholicism, Judaism, Protestantism, Hinduism, etc. 

3. Credence (KREE'-dons)—belief, as in, “I place no credence in his 
stories.” or “Why should I give any credence to what you say?” 

4. Credentials (kra-DEN’-shals)—a document or documents proving a 
person’s right to a title or privilege (i.e., a right to be believed), as in, 
“The new ambassador presented his credentials to the State Department.” 


5. heads and tails 


We can hardly close our book on the words suggested by ingenuous 
without looking at the other side of the coin. If ingenuous means frank, 
open, then disingenuous (dis-in-JEN'-yco-os) should mean not frank or open. 
But disingenuous people are far more than simply not ingenuous. They are 
crafty, cunning, dishonest, artful, insincere, untrustworthy—and they are 
all of these while making a pretense of being simple, frank, and 
aboveboard. You are thinking of a wolf in sheep’s clothing? It’s a good 
analogy. 

Similarly, a remark may be disingenuous, as may also a statement, an 
attitude, a confession, etc. 

Add -ness to form the noun derived from disingenuous: 


REVIEW OF ETYMOLOGY 


PREFIX, ROOT, SUFFIX 
1. in- 
ENGLISH WORD —ç— 
2. -ness 
ENGLISH WORD . ç 
3. credo 
ENGLISH WORD —ç— 
4. -ous 
ENGLISH WORD 


5. -ible 


ENGLISH WORD 


6. -ity 


ENGLISH WORD 


7. -ence 
ENGLISH WORD 


8. dis- 


ENGLISH WORD 


USING THE WORDS 


Can you pronounce the words? 


1. indefatigability 
2. ingenuousness 
3. ingenious 


4. ingenuity 


MEANING 


negative prefix 


noun suffix 


to believe 


adjective suffix 


can be; able to be 


noun suffix 


noun suffix 


negative prefix 


in'-do-fat"-o-go-BIL'-o-tee 
in-JEN’-yoo-as-ness 
in-JEEN’-yas 
in'-jo-NOO'"-o-tee 


. naive 
. naiveté 
. credulous 


. incredulous 


O ON O GU 


. gullible 
10. gullibility 
11. credible 
12. incredible 
13. credulity 
14. incredulity 
15. credibility 
16. incredibility 
17. credo 

18. creed 

19. credence 
20. credentials 


21. disingenuous 


nah-EEV’ 
nah-eev-TAY’ 
KREJ’-a-las 
in-KREJ’-a-las 
GUL’-a-bal 
gul'-a-BIL'-o-tee 
KRED'"-o-bal 
in-KRED’-2-bal 
kro-JOO'"-lo-tee 
in'-kro-JOO'-lo-tee 
kred'"-o-BIL'-o-tee 
in-kred'-o-BIL'-o-tee 
KREE'-do 

KREED 
KREE’-dans 
kra-DEN’-shalz 
dis’-in-JEN’-yoo-as 


22. disingenuousness dis’-in- JEN’-yoo-as-nas 


Can you work with the words? (l) 


WORDS DEFINITIONS 
1. indefatigability a. cunning 
2. ingenuousness b. skepticism 


3. disingenuousness c. personal code of ethics 


4. naiveté d. frankness 


. credibility 
. incredulity 
. credence 


. credo 


e. belief, trust 
f. tirelessness 
g. believability 


h. inexperience; unworldliness 


KEY: 1-f, 2-d, 3-a, 4-h, 5-g, 6-b, 7-e, 8-c 


Can you work with the words? (Il) 


1. ingenious 
2. credulous 


3. gullible 
4. incredible 


5. creed 

6. credentials 
7. ingenuity 
8 


. naive 


a. easily tricked 
b. religious belief 
c. inexperienced; unworldly 


d. document proving privileges, 


identity, etc. 
e. unbelievable 
f. shrewdness; cleverness 
g. clever; inventive; shrewd 


h. willing to believe 


KEY: 1-g, 2-h, 3-a, 4-e, 5-b, 6-d, 7-f, 8-c 


Do you understand the words? 


1. Is indefatigability a sign of physical and emotional health? 
YES | NO 
2. Is ingenuousness a normal quality of young childhood? 
YES | NO 
3. Is ingenuity a characteristic of inventors? 
YES | NO 
4. Are some adolescents naive? 
YES NO 
5. Are unintelligent people often gullible? 
YES | NO 
6. Is incredulity the mark of the agnostic? 
YES | NO 
7. Does an incredible story invite belief? 
YES | NO 
8. Do people generally live by a credo? 
YES | NO 


9. Does our Constitution guarantee certain rights to Americans 
irrespective of their creed? 
YES | NO 
10. Are ingenious people sometimes disingenuous? 
YES | NO 
11. Do we generally give credence to incredible statements? 
YES | NO 


KEY: 1-yes, 2-yes, 3-yes, 4—yes, 5-yes, 6-yes, 7-no, 8-yes, 9-yes, 10- 
yes, 11-no 


Can you recall the words? 


1. inexperience; unsophistication 


2. believing (adj) — 


11. unbelievable 


12. personal code 


KEY: 1-naive, 2-credulous, 3-creed, 4-credible, 5-indefatigability, 6- 
ingenuousness, 7-disingenuous, 8-ingenious, 9-gullible, 10- 
incredulous, 11-incredible, 12-credo 


(End of Session 34) 


SESSION 35 


ORIGINS AND RELATED WORDS 


1. how to look 


The Latin root specto, to look, is the source of a host of common English 
words: spectacle, spectator, inspect, retrospect (a looking back), prospect (a 
looking ahead), etc. In a variant spelling, spic-, the root is found in 
conspicuous (easily seen or looked at), perspicacious, and perspicuous. 

A perspicacious (pur'-spo-KAY'-shos) person is keen-minded, mentally 
sharp, astute. Per- is a prefix meaning through; so the word etymologically 
means looking through (matters, etc.) keenly, intelligently. The noun: 
perspicacity (pur'-spo-KAS"-a-tee). Write an alternate noun ending in -ness: 

Perspicacity is a synonym of acumen (AK'-yOO'-mon), mental keenness, 
sharpness, quickness; keen insight. The root is Latin acuo, to sharpen. 


2. sharpness 


From acuo, to sharpen, come such words as acute, sharp, sudden, as 
acute pain, an acute attack of appendicitis, acute reasoning, etc; and 
acupuncture (AK’-yoo-punk’-choer), the insertion of a (sharp) needle into the 
body for medical purposes. The noun form of acute, referring to the mind 
or thinking, is acuteness or acuity (9-KYOO-a2-tee); in other contexts, 
acuteness only. 

Acupuncture combines acuo, to sharpen, with punctus, point. When you 
punctuate a sentence, you put various points (periods, commas, etc.) where 
needed; when lightning punctuates the storm, or when the silence is 
punctuated by the wailing of police sirens, again points, etymologically 
speaking, interrupt the atmosphere, the quiet, etc. 

If you are punctual, you're right on the point of time (noun: punctuality); 
if you're punctilious (punk-TIL'-ee-os), you are exact, scrupulous, very 
careful to observe the proper points of behavior, procedure, etc. (noun: 


punctiliousness). And to puncture something, of course, is to make a hole in 
it with a sharp point—as to puncture someone's tire, or figuratively, 
illusions, fantasies, or ego. Pungent (PUN’-jant) comes from another form 
of the root punctus (pungo, to pierce sharply), so a pungent smell or taste is 
sharp, spicy, pricking the nose or taste buds, so to speak; and a pungent 
wit sharply pierces one's sense of humor. Can you write the noun forms of 
this adjective? Or 


3. some more looking 


Perspicacious should not be confused with perspicuous (por-SPIK'-yco-os). 
Here is the important distinction: 

Perspicacious means smart, sharp, able to look through and understand 
quickly. This adjective applies to persons, their reasoning, minds, etc. 

Perspicuous is the obverse side of the coin—it means easily understood 
from one look, and applies to writing, style, books, and like things that 
have to be understood. Hence it is a synonym of clear, simple, lucid. If you 
write with perspicuous style, your language is clear, easy to understand. If 
you are perspicacious, you understand quickly, easily. 

The noun form of perspicuous is perspicuity (pur'-spo-KYOO'-o-tee), or, of 
course, perspicuousness. 

A spectacle is something to look at; spectacles (eyeglasses) are the means 
by which you get a comfortable and accurate look at the world. Anything 
spectacular is, etymologically, worth looking at. 

A spectator is one who looks at what's happening. 

To inspect is to look into something. 

Retrospect (RET'-ra-spekt is a backward look—generally the word is 
preceded by the preposition in, for instance, *His life in retrospect seemed 
dreary and dull," or *Most experiences seem more enjoyable in retrospect 
than in actuality" (retro-, backward). 

Prospect (PROS’-pekt’) is a forward look; prospective (pra-SPEK’-tiv) is the 
adjective. What's the prospect for inflation, for world peace, for the 
domestic energy supply? Your prospective mother-in-law is the one you can 
look forward to if you marry a certain person; similarly, your prospective 
bride, groom, child, job, vacation, etc. is the person, thing, or activity in 
the future that you look forward to. (The prefix is pro-, forward, ahead, 
before.) 


If you enjoy looking at yourself, figuratively speaking, then you like to 
examine your mental processes and emotional reactions, in the intense 
way characteristic of the introvert (see Chapter 3). Your mind's eye turns 
inward, and you spend a good deal of time analyzing yourself, your 
character, your personality, your actions. Hence, since you look inward, 
you are introspective (in’-tre-SPEK’-tiv)—the prefix is intro-, inside, within. 
If you introspect (in'-tro-SPEKT^, you look inward and examine your inner 
reactions. Too much introspection (in’-tra-SPEK’-shon) or introspectiveness 
may lead to unhappiness or to depressing thoughts or feelings of anxiety— 
few people have the courage to see themselves as they really are. 

There are times when you have to look around most carefully; you must 
then be circumspect (SUR’-kom-spekt’)—watchful, cautious, alert (circum-, 
around). 

The noun is circumspection (sur'-kem-SPEK'-shan) or circumspectness. 


If something looks good or sensible, but actually is not, we call it 
specious (SPEE'-shos). A specious argument sounds plausible, but in reality 
is based on an error, a fallacy, or an untruth. The noun is speciousness. 


REVIEW OF ETYMOLOGY 


PREFIX, ROOT, SUFFIX MEANING 
1. specto to look 
ENGLISH WORD __ — 
2. per- through 
ENGLISH WORD |.  — 
3. acuo to sharpen 
ENGLISH WORD |. — — 
4. punctus point 
ENGLISH WORD |.  — 
5. -ate verb suffix 


ENGLISH WORD 


6. -al 
ENGLISH WORD 
7. pungo 
ENGLISH WORD 
8. -ent 


ENGLISH WORD 


9. -ence, -ency 


ENGLISH WORD 
10. -ness 
ENGLISH WORD 
11. -ity 
ENGLISH WORD 
12. retro- 
ENGLISH WORD 
13. pro- 
ENGLISH WORD 
14. intro- 
ENGLISH WORD 
15. -ion 
ENGLISH WORD 
16. -ive 
ENGLISH WORD 
17. circum- 


ENGLISH WORD 


adjective suffix 


to pierce sharply 


adjective suffix 


noun suffixes 


noun suffix 


noun suffix 


backward 


forward, ahead, before 


inside, within 


noun suffix 


adjective suffix 


around 


USING THE WORDS 


Can you pronounce the words? (I) 


1. perspicacious 
2. perspicacity 
3. acumen 
4. acute 
5. acuity 
6. acupuncture 
7. punctuate 
8. punctilious 
9. puncture 
10. pungent 
11. pungence 


12. pungency 


Can you pronounce the words? (II) 


1. perspicuous 
2. perspicuity 
3. retrospect 
4. prospect 

5. prospective 
6. introspective 
7. introspect 


8. introspection 


pur^-spo-KAY'-shos 
pur'-spo-KAS'"-o-tee 
AK'-yOO'-mon 
o-KYOOT" 
9-KYOO"-o-tee 
AK’-yoo-punk’-chor 
PUNK’-choo-ayt’ 
punk-TIL’-ee-as 
PUNK’-chor 
PUN’-jant 
PUN’-jans 
PUN’-jan-see 


por-SPIK’-yoo-as 
pur'-spo-KYOO'-o-tee 
RET’-ra-spekt’ 
PROS’-pekt’ 
pro-SPEK’-tiv 
in’-tro-SPEK’-tiv 
in’-tro-SPEKT’ 
in’-tra-SPEK’-shon 


9. circumspect 
10. circumspection 


11. specious 


Can you work with the words? (I) 


1. perspicacious 


2. acumen 


3. acupuncture 
4. punctilious 


5. pungent 


6. perspicuous 
7. retrospect 


8. prospect 
9. introspective 


10. circumspect 


SUR'"-kom-spekt" 
sur’-kom-SPEK’-shon 
SPEE'-shos 


a. extremely careful, exact, or 


proper in procedure 
b. clear; easy to understand 
c. a forward look 


d. looking inside, or examining or 
analyzing, oneself 

e. keen-minded 

f. sharp; spicy; piercing 

g. careful, watchful, wary, cautious; 
"looking around" 

h. sharpness of mind or thinking 

i. a backward look 


j. medical insertion of needles 


KEY: 1-e, 2-h, 3-j, 4-a, 5-f, 6-b, 7-i, 8-c, 9-d, 10-g 


Can you work with the words? (II) 


1. 


10. 


acute 


. acuity 


. punctuate 


. puncture 

. pungence, pungency 
. perspicuity 

. prospective 

. introspective 


. circumspection 


specious 


£5 


eo 


[0 


ph 


E. 


. pierce; make a hole in; (noun) a 


small hole 


. clarity; lucidity; ability to be 


understood quickly and easily 


. sounding plausible, or looking 


right, but actually false or untrue 


. in the future; describing that 


which, or one who, can be looked 


forward to 


. care; watchfulness; caution 


sharp; sudden; keen-minded 


tending to examine and to think 


about one's motives, feelings, etc. 


. interrupt sharply or suddenly 


. Sharpness or spiciness of taste, 


smell, wit, etc. 


. keeness of mind, thinking, or 


intellect 


KEY: 1-f, 2-j, 3-h, 4-a, 5-i, 6-b, 7-d, 8-g, 9-e, 10-c 


Do you understand the words? 


1. perspicacious—dull-witted 
SAME OPPOSITE 
2. acumen—stupidity 
SAME OPPOSITE 
3. acute—sharp 
SAME OPPOSITE 
4. acuity—perspicacity 
SAME OPPOSITE 
5. punctilious—casual 
SAME OPPOSITE 
6. pungent—flat, dull 
SAME OPPOSITE 
7. perspicuous—clear 
SAME OPPOSITE 
8. retrospect—backward look 
SAME OPPOSITE 
9. prospect—expectation 
SAME OPPOSITE 
10. introspective—extroverted 
SAME OPPOSITE 
11. prospective—in the past 
SAME OPPOSITE 
12. circumspect—careless 
SAME OPPOSITE 
13. specious—true 
SAME OPPOSITE 


KEY: 1-O, 2-O, 3-S, 4-S, 5-O, 6-0, 7-S, 8-S, 9-5, 10-0, 11-0, 12-0, 
13-O 


Can you recall the words? (I) 


1. plausible, but false or incorrect 


2. spiciness, sharpness; piercing quality 


4.A o 


6. piercing of the skin with needles for medical purposes 
6A ooo oo 
7. tending to examine one's motives, etc.; loooking inward (adj.) 


10. a backward look or view 


KEY: 1-specious, 2-pungence or pungency, 3-perspicuous, 4-acumen or 


acuteness or acuity, 5-circumspection or circumspectness, 6- 
acupuncture, 7-introspective, S-punctilious, 9-puncture, 10- 
retrospect 


Can you recall the words? (Il) 


1. 


10. 


keenness of mind 


. sharp; sudden; keen-minded 


2.AÀ- 


. to interrupt suddenly 


KEY:  l-perspicacity or perspicaciousness, 2-acute, 3-punctuate, 4- 
pungent, 5-perspicuity or perspicuousness, 6-perspicacious, 7- 
prospect, 8-introspection, 9-circumspect, 10-prospective 


(End of Session 35) 


SESSION 36 


ORIGINS AND RELATED WORDS 


1. the great and the small 


You are familiar with Latin animus, mind. Animus and a related root, 
anima, life principle, soul, spirit (in a sense, these meanings are all very 
similar), are the source of such words as animal, animate and inanimate, 
animated, and animation; knowing the meaning of the roots, you have a 
better understanding of any word built on them. 

Magnanimous contains, in addition to animus, mind, the root magnus, 
large, great, which you recall from magniloquent. Magnanimous people 
have such great, noble minds or souls that they are beyond seeking petty 
revenge. 

The noun is magnanimity (mag'-no-NIM'-o-tee). 

On the other hand, people who have tiny, tiny minds or souls are 
pusillanimous (pyoo'-so-LAN'-o-mes)—Latin pusillus, tiny. Hence, they are 
contemptibly petty and mean. The noun is pusillanimity (pyoo'-so-lo-NIM'- 
o-tee). 

Other words built on animus, mind: 

1. unanimous (yoo-NAN’-3-mas)—of one mind. If the Supreme Court 
hands down a unanimous opinion, all the judges are of one mind (Latin 
unus, one). The noun is unanimity (yoo'-no-NIM'-o-tee). 

2. equanimity (ee"-kwao-NIM'-o-tee or ek’-wa-NIM’-a-tee)— 
etymologically, “equal (or balanced) mind.” Hence, evenness or calmness 
of mind; composure. If you preserve your equanimity under trying 
circumstances, you keep your temper, you do not get confused, you 
remain calm (Latin aequus, equal). 

3. animus (AN'-o-mos)—hostility, ill will, malevolence. Etymologically, 
animus is simply mind, but has degenerated, as words often do, to mean 
unfriendly mind. The word is most often used in a pattern like, “I bear you 


no animus, even though you have tried to destroy me." (Such a statement 
shows real magnanimity!) 

4. animosity (an'-o9-MOS"-o-tee)—ill will, hostility. An exact synonym of 
animus, and a more common word. It is used in patterns like, ^You feel a 
good deal of animosity, don't you?", *There is real animosity between Bill 
and Ernie,” “If you bear me no animosity, why do you treat me so badly?” 


2. turning 


Versatile comes from verto, versus, to turn—versatile people can turn 
their hand to many things successfully. The noun is versatility (vur'-so-TIL'- 
o-tee). 


3. Zeno and the front porch 


Centuries ago, in ancient Greece, the philosopher Zeno lectured on a 
topic that still piques the human mind, to wit: “How to Live a Happy 
Life." Zeno would stand on a porch (the Greek word for which is stoa) and 
hold forth somewhat as follows: people should free themselves from 
intense emotion, be unmoved by both joy and sorrow, and submit without 
complaint to unavoidable necessity. 

Today, psychologists suggest pretty much the exact opposite—let your 
emotions flow freely, express your love or animosity, don't bottle up your 
feelings. But in the fourth century B.C., when Zeno was expounding his 
credo, his philosophy of control of the passions fell on receptive ears. His 
followers were called Stoics, after the stoa, or porch, from which the 
master lectured. 

If we call people stoical, we mean that they bear their pain or sorrow 
without complaint, they meet adversity with unflinching fortitude. This 
sounds very noble, you will admit—actually, according to modern 
psychological belief, it is healthier not to be so stoical. Stoicism (STO'-o-siz- 
om) may be an admirable virtue (mainly because we do not then have to 
listen to the stoic's troubles), but it can be overdone. 


4. fear and trembling 


Intrepid is from Latin trepido, to tremble. Intrepid people exhibit courage 
and fearlessness (and not a single tremble!) when confronted by dangers 
from which you and I would run like the cowards we are. (You recognize 
the negative prefix in-.) 

The noun: intrepidity (in'-tro-PID'-o-tee), or, of course, intrepidness. 

Trepido is the source also of trepidation (trep'-o-DAY'"-shon)—great fear, 
trembling, or alarm. 


5. quick flash 


Scintilla, in Latin, is a quick, bright spark; in English the word scintilla 
(sin-TIL’-a) may also mean a spark, but more commonly refers to a very 
small particle (which, in a sense, a spark is), as in, "There was not a 
scintilla of evidence against him." 

In the verb scintillate (SIN'-to-layt), the idea of the spark remains; 
someone who scintillates sparkles with charm and wit, flashes brightly 
with humor. The noun is scintillation (sin'-to-LAY'-shon). 


6. city and country 


People who live in the big city go to theaters, attend the opera, visit 
museums and picture galleries, browse in bookstores, and shop at 
Robinson's, Bloomingdale's, Marshall Field, or other large department 
stores. 

These activities fill them with culture and sophistication. 

Also, they crowd into jammed subway trains or buses, squeeze into 
packed elevators, cross the street in competition with high-powered 
motorcars, patiently stand in line outside of movie houses, and then wait 
again in the lobby for seats to be vacated. 

Also, they have the privilege of spending two hours a day going to and 
coming from work. 

As a result, city-dwellers are refined, polished, courteous—or so the 
etymology of urbane (from Latin urbs, city) tells us. (And you must be 
absurdly credulous, if not downright gullible, to believe it.) The noun is 
urbanity (ur-BAN"-o-tee). 

So urbane people are gracious, affable, cultivated, suave, tactful—add 
any similar adjectives you can think of. 


Urban (UR’-ben) as an adjective simply refers to cities—urban affairs, 
urban areas, urban populations, urban life, urban development, etc. 

Consider some prefixes: sub-, near; inter-, between; intra-, inside, within; 
ex-, out. 

Add each prefix to the root urbs, using the adjective suffix -an: 


sub. . | | : near the city 

(Sub- has a number of meanings: under, near, close to, etc.) 
inter : between cities 

intra — —. : within a city 

CX : out of the city 


The suburbs are residential sections, or small communities, close to a 
large city; Larchmont is a suburb of New York City, Whittier a suburb of 
Los Angeles. 

Suburbia (so-BUR'-bee-9) may designate suburbs as a group; suburban 
residents, or suburbanites (so-BUR'-bo-nits), as a group; or the typical 
manners, modes of living, customs, etc. of suburban residents. 

An interurban bus travels between cities, an intraurban bus within a single 
city. 

An exurb (EKS'-urb) lies well beyond, way outside, a large city, and 
generally refers to a region inhabited by well-to-do families. Exurb has 
derived forms corresponding to those of suburb. Can you construct them? 


Plural noun: 
Adjective: 
Resident: 


As a group; manners, customs, etc.: _  — —  ć 

Urbs is the city; Latin rus, ruris is the country, i.e., farmland, fields, etc. 
So rural (ROOR’-al) refers to country or farm regions, agriculture, etc.—a 
wealthy rural area. 

Rustic (RUS'-tik) as an adjective may describe furniture or dwellings 
made of roughhewn wood, or furnishings suitable to a farmhouse; or, 
when applied to a person, is an antonym of urbane—unsophisticated, 
boorish, lacking in social graces, uncultured. Noun: rusticity (rus-TIS'-o- 
tee). Rustic is also a noun designating a person with such characteristics, 


as in, “He was considered a rustic by his classmates, all of whom came 
from cultured and wealthy backgrounds." 

Urbane and rustic, when applied to people, are emotionally charged 
words. Urbane is complimentary, rustic derogatory.! 

To rusticate (RUS’-ta-kayt’) is to spend time in the country, away from 
the turmoil and tensions of big-city life. Can you construct the noun? 


REVIEW OF ETYMOLOGY 


PREFIX, ROOT, SUFFIX MEANING 
1. animus mind 
ENGLISH WORD __ ç 
2. anima soul, spirit, life principle 
ENGLISH WORD __ 
3. magnus large, great 
ENGLISH WORD |. — 
4. pusillus tiny 
ENGLISH WORD __  — 
5. unus one 
ENGLISH WORD |.  — 
6. aequus (equ-) equal 
ENGLISH WORD E 
7. verto, versus to turn 
ENGLISH WORD EN 
8. stoa porch 
ENGLISH WORD 


9. in- negative prefix 


ENGLISH WORD 
10. trepido 
ENGLISH WORD 
11. scintilla 
ENGLISH WORD 
12. urbs 
ENGLISH WORD 
13. sub- 
ENGLISH WORD 
14. inter- 
ENGLISH WORD 
15. intra- 
ENGLISH WORD 
16. ex- 
ENGLISH WORD 
17. rus, ruris 
ENGLISH WORD 
18. -ate 
ENGLISH WORD 
19. -ion 


ENGLISH WORD 


USING THE WORDS 


Can you pronounce the words? (l) 


to tremble 


a spark 


city 


near, close to, under 


between 


within, inside 


out 


country, farmlands 


verb suffix 


noun suffix aded to -ate verbs 


= oH 
e.e O 


Can you pronounce the words? (II) 


O ON OAOA U Ne 


= = m 
N e o 


0 MON DH AB Qo MN 2 


. magnanimity 
. pusillanimous 


. pusillanimity 


unanimous 


. unanimity 


. equanimity 


animus 


. animosity 
. versatility 
. Stoic 


. Stoicism 


. intrepidity 
. trepidation 
. scintilla 

. scintillate 

. scintillation 
. urbanity 

. suburbia 

. interurban 
. intraurban 
. exurbs 

. exurban 


. exurbanite 


mag’-no-NIM’-a-tee 
pyoo'-so-LAN'-o-mos 
pyoo'-so-lo-NIM'-2-tee 
yoo-NAN"-o-mos 
yoo-no-NIM’-a-tee 

eek’ (or ek’)-wa-NIM’-a-tee 
AN'"-o-mos 
an'-o-MOS"-o-tee 
vur"-so-TIL'-o-tee 

STO’-ik 


STO’-9-siz-om 


in"-tro-PID'-o-tee 
trep'-o-DAY'"-shoan 
sin-TIL'-o 
SIN’-ta-layt’ 
sin’-ta-LAY’-shan 
ur-BAN’-a-tee 
so-BUR’-bee-a 
in'-tor-UR'-bon 
in'-tro-UR'"-bon 
EKS’-urbz 
eks-UR'-ban 
eks-UR’-bon-it’ 


13. 


exurbia 


eks-UR’-bee-ə 


Can you pronounce the words? (III) 


g A C N e 


. rural 
. rustic 
. rusticity 
. rusticate 


. rustication 


6. pejorative 


Can you work with the words? (I) 


1. 


magnanimity 


. pusillanimity 


. unanimity 


. equanimity 


. animosity 


. versatility 


. stoicism 
. intrepidity 


. trepidation 


ROOR’-al 
RUS’-tik 
rus-TIS'-o-tee 
RUS’-ta-kayt’ 
rus’-ta-KAY’-shan 
po-JAWR’-2-tiv 


a. calmness, composure 


b. ability either to do many different 
things well, or to function 


successfully in many areas 
c. fearlessness; great courage 


d. unemotionality; bearing of pain, 


etc. without complaint 
e. big-heartedness; generosity; 
quality of forgiving easily 
f. a sparkling with wit or cleverness 
g. fear and trembling; alarm 


h. complete agreement, all being of 


one mind 


i. petty-mindedness 


10. scintillation j. anger, hostility, resentment, 
hatred 


KEY: 1-e, 2-i, 3-h, 4-a, 5-j, 6-b, 7-d, 8-c, 9-g, 10-f 


Can you work with the words? (II) 


1. 


urbanity 


. suburbia 


. exurbia 


. animus 


. interurban 


. intraurban 


. rural 


. rustic 


. rusticate 


10. 


pejorative 


a. referring to the countryside 


[en 


[0 


ph 


[n 


. word with negative or derogatory 


connotation; describing such a 


word or words 


. to spend time in the country 


. residential areas near big cities; 


customs, etc. of the inhabitants of 


such areas 


. residential areas far from big 


cities; customs, etc. of the 


inhabitants of such areas 
between cities 


roughhewn, farmlike; 


unsophisticated, uncultured 


. Sophistication, courtesy, polish, 


etc. 


. anger, hatred, hostility 


. within one city 


KEY: 1-h, 2-d, 3-e, 4-i, 5-f, 6-j, 7-a, 8-g, 9-c, 10-b 


(End of Session 36) 


SESSION 37 


READY FOR A STRONG REVIEW? 


Drill, drill, drill! This is the important secret of learning words 
thoroughly. 

Review, review, review! This is the secret of remembering, assimilating, 
digesting, and keeping as permanent acquisitions all the new words you 
have learned. 

So pitch in with enthusiasm to the rest of this chapter, made up of a 
series of valuable tests on all the chapter words. Ready? 


Can you work with the words? (l) 


1. retrospect a. complete agreement 
2. acumen b. pettiness 

3. magnanimity c. malevolence 

4. pusillanimity d. backward look 

5. unanimity e. calmness 

6. equanimity f. ability in many fields 
7. animosity g. mental keenness 

8. versatility h. generosity 


KEY: 1-d, 2-g, 3-h, 4-b, 5-a, 6-e, 7-c, 8-f 


Can you work with the words? (II) 


1. stoicism a. fearlessness 
2. intrepidity b. sparkle 
3. trepidation c. inward look 


TP d. uncomplaining attitude to pain or 
4. scintillation 


trouble 
5. urbanity e. falsity 
6. introspection f. polish, cultivation 
7. circumspection g. care, cautiousness 
8. speciousness h. fear 


KEY: 1-d, 2-a, 3-h, 4-b, 5-f, 6-c, 7-g, 8-e 


Can you work with the words? (III) 


1. exurbs a. of one mind 

2. pusillanimous b. ill will 

3. unanimous c. pertaining to the city 

4. animus d. petty 

5. rustic e. self-analytical 

6. urban f. regions far from the city 
7. introspective g. cautious 

8. circumspect h. false, though plausible 
9. specious i. countrified 


KEY: 1-f, 2-d, 3-a, 4-b, 5-i, 6-c, 7-e, 8-g, 9-h 


Can you work with the words? (IV) 


oO 0 d WD GU BW Ne 


= 
o 


. perspicacity 
. perspicuity 
. Stoic 

. scintilla 

. Scintillate 

. rural 

. rusticate 

. introspect 

. perspicuous 


. perspicacious 


a. clearness 

b. to be witty 

c. spend time in the country 

d. one who controls his emotions 
e. to look inward 

f. a very small amount 

g. keen intelligence 

h. clear, understandable 

i. keen-minded 


j. pertaining to the country. 


KEY: 1-g, 2-a, 3-d, 4-f, 5-b, 6-j, 7-c, 8-e, 9-h, 10-i 


Do you understand the words? (I) 


1 


YES 


YES 


YES 


YES 


YES 


. Should 


YES 


YES 


. Does a 


YES 


YES 


. Does life often seem pleasanter in retrospect? 


NO 


. Are people of acuity gullible? 


NO 


. Is perspicacity a common characteristic? 


NO 


. Is a person of acumen likely to be naive? 


NO 


. Is a perspicuous style of writing easy to read? 


NO 
all writers aim at perspicuity? 
NO 


. Is magnanimity a characteristic of small-minded people? 


NO 
person of pusillanimous mind often think of petty revenge? 
NO 


. Is a unanimous opinion one in which all concur? 


NO 


KEY: 1-yes, 2-no, 3-no, 4-no, 5-yes, 6-yes, 7-no, 8-yes, 9-yes 


Do you understand the words? (Il) 


1. Is it easy to preserve one’s equanimity under trying circumstances? 


YES NO 

2. Do we bear animus toward our enemies? 
YES NO 

3. Do we usually feel great animosity toward our friends? 
YES NO 

4. Do we admire versatility? 
YES NO 

5. Does a stoic usually complain? 
YES NO 

6. Is stoicism a mark of an uninhibited personality? 
YES NO 

7. Do cowards show intrepidity in the face of danger? 
YES | NO 

8. Do cowards often feel a certain amount of trepidation? 
YES | NO 

9. Is a scintilla of evidence a great amount? 
YES | NO 

10. Do dull people scintillate? 
YES | NO 
11. Is urbanity a characteristic of boorish people? 

YES | NO 


KEY: 1-no, 2-yes, 3-no, 4-yes, 5-no, 6-no, 7-no, 8-yes, 9-no, 10-no, 
11-no 


Do you understand the words? (Ill) 


1. Is New York City a rural community? 
YES | NO 
2. Is a village an urban community? 
YES | NO 
3. Do you rusticate in the city? 
YES | NO 
4. Are extroverts very introspective? 
YES | NO 
5. Does an introvert spend a good deal of time in introspection? 
YES | NO 


6. In dangerous circumstances, is it wise to be circumspect? 
YES | NO 

7. Do specious arguments often sound convincing? 
YES | NO 


KEY: 1-no, 2-no, 3-no, 4-no, 5-yes, 6-yes, 7—yes 


Do you understand the words? (IV) 


1. retrospect—prospect 
SAME OPPOSITE 
2. acute—perspicacious 
SAME OPPOSITE 
3. acumen—stupidity 
SAME OPPOSITE 
4. perspicuous—confused 
SAME OPPOSITE 
5. magnanimous—noble 
SAME OPPOSITE 
6. pusillanimous—petty 
SAME OPPOSITE 
7. unanimous—divided 
SAME OPPOSITE 
8. equanimity—nervousness 
SAME OPPOSITE 
9. animosity—hostility 
SAME OPPOSITE 
10. animus—friendliness 
SAME OPPOSITE 
11. versatility—monomania 
SAME OPPOSITE 
12. stoicism—cowardice 
SAME OPPOSITE 
13. intrepidity—fear 
SAME OPPOSITE 
14. trepidation—courage 


15. 


16. 


17. 


18. 


19. 


20. 


21. 


SAME OPPOSITE 
scintilla—slight amount 
SAME OPPOSITE 
urbanity—refinement 
SAME OPPOSITE 
rustic—crude 

SAME OPPOSITE 
rural—urban 

SAME OPPOSITE 
introspective—self-analytic 
SAME OPPOSITE 
circumspect—careless 
SAME OPPOSITE 
specious—true 

SAME OPPOSITE 


KEY: 1-O, 2-S, 3-O, 4-O, 5-S 


13-0, 14-0, 15-S, 16-5, 17-S, 18-0, 19-S, 20-0, 21-0 


Can you recall the words? (l) 
1. ability in many fields 


3. to spend time in the country 


4. merest spark; small amount 


6-S, 7-O, 8-O, 9-S, 10-0, 11-O, 12-O, 
7-S 1 


KEY: 1-versatility, 2-urban, 3-rusticate, 4-scintilla, 5-intrepidity 


Can you recall the words? (Il) 


1. unflinching fortitude 


4. a looking back to the past 


5. nobleness of mind or spirit 


KEY: 1-stoicism, 2-rustic, 3-rural, 4-retrospect, 5-magnanimity 


Can you recall the words? (III) 


1. keen-mindedness 


KEY: 1l-acuity, 2-pcrspicuous, 3-pusillanimous, 4—unanimous, 5-animus 
or animosity 


Can you recall the words? (IV) 


1-4. keenness of mind 


KEY:  1-perspicacity or perspicaciousness, 2-acumen, 3-acuity, 
acuteness (2-4 in any order), 5-perspicuity, 6-stoic, 7-urbanity 


Can you recall the words? (V) 


1. pettiness of character 


3. mental calmness, balance 
3.E 


4. fear and trembling 


KEY:  l-pusillanimity, 2-unanimity, 3-equanimity, 4-trepidation, 5- 
scintillate 


Can you recall the words? (VI) 


1. a looking inward; an examining of one's mental processes or emotional 
reactions 


KEY: l-introspective, 2-circumspect, 3-specious, 4-introspect, 5- 
circumspection 


THREE FURTHER TESTS 


I. matching 
MEANING WORD 

1. convivial a. frank 
2. indefatigable b. noble, forgiving 
3. ingenuous c. unflinching; unemotional 
4. perspicacious d. courteous; polished; suave 
5. magnanimous e. companionable, gregarious 
6. versatile f. witty 
7. stoical g. capable in many directions 
8. intrepid h. brave 
9. scintillating i. keen-minded 

10. urbane j. tireless 


KEY: 1-e, 2-j, 3-a, 4-i, 5-b, 6-g, 7-c, 8-h, 9-f, 10-d 


ll. same or opposite? 


1. vivacious—sluggish 
SAME OPPOSITE 

2. vital—crucial 
SAME OPPOSITE 

3. ennui—boredom 
SAME OPPOSITE 

4. bon vivant—gourmand 
SAME OPPOSITE 

5. gourmet—ascetic 
SAME OPPOSITE 

6. ingenuous—crafty 
SAME OPPOSITE 

7. naive—sophisticated 
SAME OPPOSITE 

8. credulous—skeptical 
SAME OPPOSITE 

9. disingenuous—insincere 
SAME OPPOSITE 

10. credo—belief 

SAME OPPOSITE 


KEY: 1-O, 2-S, 3-S, 4-5, 5-O, 6-0, 7-O, 8-O, 9-S, 10-5 


Ill. changing parts of speech 


Change these adjectives to nouns not ending in -ness. 


. indefatigable 
. perspicacious 
. Stoical 

. urbane 

naive 

. incredulous 

. incredible 

. perspicuous 

. magnanimous 
. pusillanimous 


OANDUAWNE 


= 
o 


KEY: l-indefatigability, 2-perspicacity, 3-stoicism, 4-urbanity, 


naïveté, 6-incredulity, — 7-incredibility, | 8-perspicuity, 
magnanimity, 10-pusillanimity 


CHAPTER REVIEW 


A. Do you recognize the words? 


1 


11. 


12. 


Tireless: 
(a) convivial, (b) indefatigable, (c) versatile 


. Frank, unsophisticated: 


(a) ingenuous, (b) ingenious, (c) intrepid 


. Unflinching, uncomplaining: 


(a) perspicacious, (b) urbane, (c) stoical 


. Noble, forgiving, generous: 


(a) pusillanimous, (b) unanimous, (c) magnanimous 


. Between cities: 


(a) interurban, (b) intraurban, (c) exurban 


. Giving birth to live young: 


(a) oviparous, (b) ovulation, (c) viviparous 


. Tedium, boredom: 


(a) ennui, (b) joie de vivre, (c) vitality 


. Connoisseur of choice food: 


(a) gourmet, (b) gourmand, (c) glutton 


. Inexperienced in the ways of the world: 


(a) credulous, (b) naive, (c) credible 


. Easily tricked: 


(a) gullible, (b) incredulous, (c) ingenious 
Backward look: 

(a) prospect, (b) retrospect, (c) introspection 
Clearness: 

(a) perspicacity, (b) perspicuity, (c) intrepidity 


5- 
9— 


13. Resentment: 

(a) animosity, (b) stoicism, (c) urbanity 
14. Countrified: 

(a) rustic, (b) specious, (c) circumspect 


KEY: 1-b, 2-a, 3-c, 4-c, 5-a, 6-c, 7-a, 8-a, 9-b, 10-a, 11-b, 12-b, 13-a, 
14-a 


B. Can you recognize roots? 


ROOT EXAMPLE 


1. vivo 


MEANING vivacious 


2. sectus 


MEANING vivisection 


3. pareo 


MEANING viviparous 


4. ovum 


MEANING oviparous 


5. vita 


MEANING vital 


6. bon 


MEANING bon vivant 


7. credo 


MEANING credible 


8. specto 


MEANING spectator 
9. acuo 


MEANING acupuncture 


10. punctus 

MEANING punctuate 
11. pungo 

MEANING pungent 
12. animus 

MEANING animosity 


13. pusillus 


MEANING pusillanimous 


14. magnus 


MEANING magnanimous 


15. unus 

MEANING unanimous 
16. aequus (equ-) 
MEANING equanimity 
17. verto, versus 
MEANING versatile 
18. stoa 

MEANING Stoical 

19. trepido 

MEANING trepidation 
20. scintilla 

MEANING scintillate 
21. urbs 

MEANING urban 


22. rus, ruris 


MEANING rural, rustic 


KEY: 1-to live, 2-cut, 3-to give birth, produce, 4-egg, 5-life, 6-good, 7- 
to believe, 8-to look, 9-to sharpen, 10-point, 11-to pierce sharply, 
12-mind, 13-tiny, 14-big, great, large, 15-one, 16-equal, 17-to 
turn, 18-porch, 19-to tremble, 20-spark, 21-city, 22-country, 
countryside 


TEASER QUESTIONS FOR THE AMATEUR ETYMOLOGIST 


1. Recalling the root vivo, to live, can you think of the verb that means 
toliveon? | | | . 
Can you write the noun fotu? Po ee 

2. How would you explain a vivarium? IDEE 

3. Recalling the meanings of Latin vita, what would you understand if 
someone asked you for your vita before you appeared for an interview for 
a professional position? — NE 

4. Unus is Latin for one. Can Sod use this root to construct words 
meaning: 


(a) animal with one horn: 
(b) of one form: 

(c) to make one: 

(d) oneness: 


(e) one-wheeled vehicle: 


5. Annus is Latin for year; verto, versus, as you know, means to turn. Can 
you, then, explain the word anniversary in terms of its roots? — 

6. How about universe and university in terms of their roots (unus, one; 
yerto, versus, to turn)? 


(a) universe: 
(b) university: 
7. Use inter-, between, to form words of the following meanings: 


(a) between states (adj.): 


(b) between nations (adj.): 
(c) in the middle between elementary 


and advanced (adj.): 


(d) to break in (between people 


conversing): 


(e) between persons (adj.): 


8. Use intra-, within, to form words with the following meanings (all 
adjectives): 


(a) within one state: 
(b) within one nation: 


(c) within one's own person or mind: 


(d) within the muscles: 


(Answers in Chapter 18) 


WORDS INFLUENCE YOUR THINKING 


By now, you have thoroughly explored hundreds upon hundreds of 
valuable words and scores upon scores of important Greek and Latin roots. 

As you went along you stopped at frequent intervals to say aloud, think 
about, work with, and recall the words you were adding to your 
vocabulary. 

By now, therefore, the words you have been learning are probably old 
friends of yours; they have started to influence your thinking, have 
perhaps begun to appear in your conversation, and have certainly become 
conspicuous in your reading. In short, they have been effective in making 
changes in your intellectual climate. 

Let us pause now for another checkup of the success of your study. In 
the next chapter, you will find a second Comprehensive Test. Take the test 
cold if you feel that all the material is at your fingertips; or spend a little 
time reviewing Chapters 9, 10, 11, and 12 if you believe such review is 
necessary. 


(End of Session 37) 


1 Incidentally, a word used with a derogatory connotation (bitch, piggish, glutton, idiot, etc.) is called 
a pejorative (pe-JAWR'-O-tiv). Pejorative is also an adjective, as in, “She spoke in pejorative terms 


about her ex-husband." The derivation is Latin pejor, worse. 
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HOW TO CHECK YOUR PROGRESS 


Comprehensive Test II 


SESSION 38 


I—etymology 


ROOT MEANING 
1. scribo, scriptus 
EXAMPLE proscribe 
2. aequus (equ-) 
EXAMPLE equivocal 
3. malus 
EXAMPLE malign 
4. dico, dictus 
EXAMPLE malediction 
5. volo 
EXAMPLE malevolent 
6. facio 
EXAMPLE malefactor 
7. bonus, bene 
EXAMPLE benevolent 
8. fides 
EXAMPLE infidelity 


9. dono 


EXAMPLE condone 
10. nox, noctis 
EXAMPLE equinox 
11. equus 

EXAMPLE equestrian 
12. libra 

EXAMPLE equilibrium 
13. taceo 

EXAMPLE taciturn 
14. loquor 

EXAMPLE loquacious 
15. solus 

EXAMPLE soliloquy 
16. venter, ventris 
EXAMPIE ventral 
17. magnus 

EXAMPLE magniloquence 
18. verbum 

EXAMPIE verbatim 
19. volvo, volutus 
EXAMPLE voluble 
20. animus 


EXAMPLE pusillanimous 


21. dorsum 

EXAMPLE endorse 

22. vox, vocis 

EXAMPLE vocal 

23. fero 

EXAMPLE vociferous 
24. ambulo 

EXAMPLE somnambulist 
25. somnus 


EXAMPLE somnolent 


lI—more etymology 


ROOT MEANING 
1. phanein 
EXAMPLE Sycophant 
2. vir 
EXAMPLE virago 
3. pater, patris 
EXAMPLE patricide 
4. onyma 
EXAMPLE Synonym 
5. homos 


EXAMPLE. homonym 


6. phone 
EXAMPLE. homophone 
7. archein 
EXAMPLE matriarch 
8. mater, matris 
EXAMPLE matron 
9. caedo (-cide) 
EXAMPLE suicide 
10. homo 
EXAMPLE homicide 
11. uxor 
EXAMPLE uxorious 
12. maritus 
EXAMPLE mariticide 
13. pyros 
EXAMPLE pyromania 
14. theos 
EXAMPLE atheist 
15. vivo 
EXAMPLE viviparous 
16. credo 
EXAMPLE credulous 


17. pungo 


EXAMPLE pungency 
18. unus 

EXAMPLE unanimous 
19. trepido 

EXAMPLE intrepid 
20. scintilla 

EXAMPLE scintillate 
21. urbs 

EXAMPLE urbanity 
22. rus, ruris 
EXAMPIE rural, rustic 
23. gnosis 

EXAMPLE prognosis 
24. pan 

EXAMPLE pantheism 
25. omnis 


EXAMPLE omniscient 


lll—same or opposite? 


1. disparage—praise 
S O 

2. proscribe— prohibit 
S O 

3. placate—irritate 


18. 


19. 


S O 


. taciturn—talkative 
S O 
. cogent— brilliant 
S O 
. atheistic—religious 
S O 
. convivial—unfriendly 
S O 
. ingenuous—naive 
S Q 
. perspicacious—keen-minded 
S O 
. intrepid—fearful 
S O 
. malign— praise 
S O 
. inarticulate—verbal 
S O 
. verbose—laconic 
S O 
. tyro—virtuoso 
S O 
. megalomania—modesty 
S O 
. satyriasis—nymphomania 
S O 
. claustrophobia—agoraphobia 
S O 
indefatigability—tirelessness 


S O 
credulous—skeptical 
S O 


20. animosity—hostility 
S O 


IV—matching 


1. is lewd and lustful a. chauvinist 
2. caters to the rich b. sycophant 
3. is an accomplished musician c. dilettante 
4. sneers at traditions d. iconoclast 


5. is the mother-ruler of a 


e. lecher 
family tribe, or nation 
6. has an irresistable urge to 
f. tyro 
steal 
7. is excessively patriotic g. virtuoso 


8. isa loud-mouthed woman h. termagant 
9. is a beginner i. matriarch 


10. is a dabbler j. kleptomaniac 


V—more matching 


1. does not know whether or 
a. dipsomaniac 
not God exists 


2. is a criminal b. pyromaniac 
3. is a connoisseur of good food c. agnostic 


4. sets fires for revenge d. hypochondriac 


5. meets adversity or pain 


without flinching 
6. walks in his sleep 


7. is obsessively addicted to 
drink 


8. has imaginary ailments 
9. compulsively sets fires 


10. is a woman who is sexually 


insatiable 


Vi—recall a word 


1. to make unnecessary 
1.0 

2. to flatter fulsomely 
2.A 

3. to spread slander about 
3.M 

4. economical in speech 
4.L 

5. trite and hackneyed 
o. B 

6. word for word 
6. V 

7. killing of masses of people 
7. G 

8. inheritance from one's father 
8.P 

9. belief in many gods 


e. gourmet 


f. stoic 
g. malefactor 


h. somnambulist 


i. nymphomaniac 


j. incendiary 


10. 


11. 


12; 


13. 


14. 


15. 


16. 


17; 


18. 


19. 


20. 


21. 


22. 


23. 


24. 


9. P 
a person aggressively fighting for a cause 
10. M 
sincere; valid; in good faith 
11. B 
F 
babbling ceaselessly about trivia (adj.) 
12.G 
to speak to oneself, as in a play 
13. S 
masterpiece 
14. M 
O 
unselfish; not revengeful 
15. M 
able to walk after being bedridden 
16. A 
inability to fall asleep 
17. 1I 
morbid fear of heights 
18. A 
the killing of one’s brother 
19. F 
opposite in meaning (adj.) 
20. A 
“joy of life” 
21.J D 
V 
to rob of life or vigor 
22. D 
inexperience, unsophistication 
23. N 


scrupulously careful in the observance of proper procedure 


25. 


26. 


27. 


28. 


29. 


30. 


24. P 

clear, understandable (of style or language) 
25. P 

wary, cautious, watchful 

26. C 

a backward look 

27.R 

all of one mind (adj.) 

28. U 

uncomplaining in face of pain, misfortune, or emotional 
difficulties (adj.) 

29. S 

between cities (adj.) 

30. I 


KEY: A correct answer counts one point. Score your points for each 
part of the test, then add for a total. 


I 

1-to write, 2-equal, 3-bad, evil, 4-to say or tell, 5-to wish, 6-to do 
or make, 7-good, well, 8-faith, 9-to give, 10-night, 11-horse, 12- 
balance, pound, 13-to be silent, 14-to speak, 15-alone, 16-belly, 
17-big, large, great, 18—word, 19-to roll, 20-mind, 21-back, 22- 
voice, 23-to bear or carry, 24-to walk, 25-sleep 


Your score: 


II 

1-to show, 2-man, male, 3-father, 4-name, 5-the same, 6-sound, 
7-to rule, 8-mother, 9-to kill, killing, 10-person, 11-wife, 12- 
husband, 13-fire, 14-God, 15-to live, 16-to believe, 17-to pierce 
sharply, 18-one, 19-to tremble, 20-spark, 21-city, 22-country 
(countryside), 23-knowledge, 24-all, 25-all 


Your score: 


III 
1-O, 2-S, 3-O, 4-O, 5-5, 6-O, 7-O, 8-S, 9-5, 10-0, 11-0, 12-0, 
13-O, 14-O, 15-O, 16-0, 17-O, 18-5, 19-O, 20-S 


Your score: 


IV 
1-e, 2-b, 3-g, 4-d, 5-i, 6-j, 7-a, 8-h, 9-f, 10-c 


Your score : 


V 
1-c, 2-g, 3-e, 4-j, 5-f, 6-h, 7-a, 8-d, 9-b, 10-i 


Your score: 


VI 

l-obviate, 2-adulate, 3-malign, 4-laconic, 5-banal, 6-verbatim, 7- 
genocide, 8-patrimony, 9-polytheism, 10-militant, 11-bona fide, 
12-garrulous, 13-soliloquize, 14-magnum opus, 15-magnanimous, 
16-ambulatory, 17-insomnia, 18-acrophobia, 19-fratricide, 20- 
antonymous, 21-joie de vivre, 22-devitalize, 23-naiveté, 24- 
punctilious, 25-perspicuous, 26-circumspect, 27-retrospect, 28- 
unanimous, 29-stoical, 30-interurban 


Your score: 


Your total score: 


Significance of Your Total Score: 


a Masterly work; you are ready to move right along. 
80- 99: Good work; this review was useful to you. 
Average work; you're getting a good deal out of your 
65-79: study, but perhaps you should review thoroughly after 
each session. 
50- 64: Barely acceptable; work harder. 
35- 49: Poor; further review is suggested before you go on. 


0- 34: You can do much better if you really try. 


You might turn back for a moment to Chapter 8, in which you 
recorded your score on the first Comprehensive Test. Did you do 
better this time? Let's make a record of both scores at this point for 
the sake of comparison and to give you a mark to shoot at in the 
Comprehensive Test you will take in Chapter 17. 


SCORES 


Test I (Chapter 8): out of 120 
Test II (Chapter 13): out of 120 


(End of Session 38) 


PART THREE 


FINISHING WITH A FEELING OF 
COMPLETE SUCCESS 
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HOW TO TALK ABOUT COMMON 
PHENOMENA AND OCCURRENCES 


(Sessions 39—41) 


TEASER PREVIEW 


What word aptly describes: 

dire poverty? 

emotion experienced without direct participation? 
something which lasts a very short time? 

an inoffensive word for an unpleasant idea? 
light and easy banter? 

someone who is cowlike in his stolidity? 
homesickness? 

harsh sound? 

a meat-eating animal? 

something kept secret? 


SESSION 39 


This world, Robert Louis Stevenson once claimed—with, I think, 
questionable logic—is so full of a number of things that we should 
all be as happy as kings. 

I doubt very strongly that happiness comes from the outside, or 
that kings are necessarily happy. But I will go this far (and no 
further) with Stevenson: the world is certainly full of a number of 
things. For instance, poverty and misery, hospitals and insane 
asylums, slums and racial restrictions, cut-down forests and once 
fertile lands becoming progressively more arid, war and death and 
taxes and bumbling diplomats. I know that Stevenson had a 
different sort of thing in mind, for romantic poets tend to view the 
world through rose-tinted spectacles, but it is often necessary to 
counter one extreme with another—and I simply wish to set the 
record straight. 

In this chapter we are going to discuss a number of things to be 
found in the world and in the minds of its inhabitants—poverty and 
wealth; secondhand emotions; the relativity of time; praise of 
various sorts; small talk and how to indulge in it; animals; longings 
for the past; sounds; eating habits; and many kinds and conditions 
of secrecy. 

As you see, when you start exploring ideas, as we constantly do in 
these chapters, you never know what will turn up. 


IDEAS 


1. for want of the green stuff 


There are those people who are forced (often through no fault of 
their own) to pursue an existence not only devoid of such luxuries 
as radios, television sets, sunken bathtubs, electric orange-juice 
squeezers, automobiles, Jacuzzis, private swimming pools, etc., but 
lacking also in many of the pure necessities of living—sufficient 
food, heated homes, hot water, vermin- and  rodent-free 
surroundings, decent clothing, etc. 

Such people live: 


in penury 


2. at least watch it 


All normal people want and need love and at least a modicum of 
excitement in their lives—so say the psychologists. If no one loves 
them, and if they can find no one on whom to lavish their own love, 
they may often satisfy their emotional longings and needs by getting 
their feelings secondhand—through reading love stories, attending 
motion pictures, watching soap operas, etc. 

These are: 


vicarious feelings 


3. time is fleeting 


During the late winter and early spring of 1948-49, great 
numbers of people went practically berserk joining and forming 
“pyramid clubs.” If you have not heard of this amazing 
phenomenon, I won't attempt to describe it in any of its multifarious 
ramifications, but the main point was that you paid two dollars, 
treated some people to coffee and doughnuts, and shortly thereafter 
(if you were gullible enough to fall for this get-rich-quick scheme) 
supposedly received a return of some fantastic amount like $2,064 
for your investment. 

For a short time, pyramid clubs were a rage—soon they had 
vanished from the American scene. 


Anything that lasts for but a short time and leaves no trace is: 


ephemeral 


4. how not to call a spade... 


Words are only symbols of things—they are not the things 
themselves. (This, by the way, is one of the basic tenets of 
semantics.) But many people identify the word and the thing so 
closely that they fear to use certain words that symbolize things that 
are unpleasant to them. 

I know that this is confusing, so let me illustrate. 

Words having to do with death, sex, certain portions of the 
anatomy, excretion, etc. are avoided by certain people. 

These people prefer circumlocutions—words that “talk around" an 
idea or that mean or imply something but don't come right out and 
say so directly. 


For example: 
WORD CIRCUMLOCUTION 
expire; depart this life; pass away; leave 


die 
this vale of tears 


(intimate) relations; “playing house”; 
sexual intercourse 
"shacking up" 
lady of the evening; fille de joie; painted 
prostitute woman; lady of easy virtue; fille de nuit; 


streetwalker; hooker 
house of ill-fame; bawdyhouse; house of ill- 
house of prostitution repute; bagnio; brothel; bordello; *house"; 


“massage parlor” 


buttocks, behind derriére; rear end; butt; tail 
breasts bosom; bust; curves 


, powder room; little girl's room; facilities; 
toilet 
washroom; lavatory; head 


The left-hand column is the direct, non-pussyfooting word. The 
right-hand column is made up of: 


euphemisms 


5. small talk 


“Whenever I’m in the dumps, I get a new suit.” 
“Oh, so that’s where you get them!” 
“Lend me a dime—I want to phone one of my friends." 
^ Here's a quarter—call them all." 
“The doctor says I have snoo in my blood!” 
“Snoo? What's snoo?" 
^Not a darn! What's new with you?" 
“What are twins?” 
“Okay, what are twins?” 
“Womb mates!” 
“T took a twip yesterday.” 
“A twip?” 
“Yes, I took a twip on a twain!” 
These are examples of: 
badinage 


6. everything but give milk 


You’ve seen a cow contentedly munching its cud. Nothing seems 
capable of disturbing this animal—and the animal seems to want 
nothing more out of life than to lead a simple, vegetable existence. 


Some people are like a cow—calm, patient, placid, phlegmatic, 
vegetable-like. They are: 


bovine! 


7T. good old days 


Do you sometimes experience a keen, almost physical, longing for 
associations or places of the past? 

When you pass the neighborhood in which you were born and 
where you spent your early years, do you have a sharp, strange 
reaction, almost akin to mild nausea? 

When you are away from home and friends and family, do 
pleasant remembrances crowd in on your mind to the point where 
your present loneliness becomes almost unbearable, and you 
actually feel a little sick? 

This common feeling is called: 


nostalgia 


8. sounds that grate 


Some sounds are so harsh, grating, and discordant that they 
offend the ear. They lack all sweetness, harmony, pleasantness. 
Traffic noises of a big city, electronic rock music, chalk squeaking 
on a blackboard.... 

Such blaring, ear-splitting, or spine-tingling sounds are called: 


cacophonous 


9. eating habits 


Lions, tigers, wolves, and some other mammals subsist entirely on 
flesh. No spinach, salad greens, whole-wheat cereals, sugar, or 
spices—just good, red meat. 

These mammals are: 


carnivorous 


10. private and public 


There are certain things most of us do in private, like taking a 
bath. Some people like to engage in other activities in complete 
privacy—eating, reading, watching TV, sleeping, for example. 

The point is that, while these activities may be conducted in 
privacy, there is never any reason for keeping them secret. 

But there are other activities that are kept not only private, but 
well-shrouded in secrecy and concealed from public knowledge. 
These activities are unethical, illegal, or unsafe—like having an 
affair with someone whose spouse is your best friend, betraying 
military secrets to the enemy, trading in narcotics, bribing public 
officials, etc. 

Arrangements, activities, or meetings that fall under this category 
are called: 


clandestine 


USING THE WORDS 


Can you pronounce the words? 


1. penury PEN’-yo-ree 

2. vicarious vi-KAIR’-ee-as 
3. ephemeral 9-FEM"-2-rol 

4. euphemism YOO'-fo-miz-om 
5. badinage BAD'-o-noj 


6. bovine BO’-vin’ 


7. 
8. 
9. 
10. 


Can you work with the words? 


O ODN WD oO RA U N e 


Ó 
o 


nostalgia 
cacophony 
carnivorous 


clandestine 


. penury 
. Vicarious 

. ephemeral 

. euphemism 
. badinage 

. bovine 

. nostalgia 

. cacophony 
. carnivorous 


. clandestine 


no-STAL'-jo 
ko-KOF'-2-nee 
kahr-NIV’-or-as 
klan-DES’-tin 


a. impermanent 

b. banter 

c. homesickness 

d. meat-eating 

e. circumlocution 

f. harsh noise 

g. poverty 

h. secret 

i. placid; stolid; cowlike 


j. secondhand 


KEY: 1-g, 2-j, 3-a, 4-e, 5-b, 6-i, 7-c, 8-f, 9-d, 10-h 


Do you understand the words? (I) 


1. 


10. 


Do wealthy people normally live in penury? 
YES | NO 


. Is a vicarious thrill one that comes from direct participation? 


YES NO 


. Do ephemeral things last a very short time? 


YES NO 


. Is a euphemism the substitution of an inoffensive term for 


another of the same meaning that may sound offensive, vulgar, 
or indelicate? 
YES | NO 


. Does badinage show lighthearted frivolity? 


YES NO 


. Are bovine people high-strung and nervous? 


YES NO 


. Does one get a feeling of nostalgia for past occurrences and 


relationships? 
YES | NO 


. Is cacophony pleasant and musical? 


YES NO 


. Do carnivorous animals eat meat? 


YES | NO 
Is a clandestine meeting conducted in secrecy? 
YES | NO 


KEY: 1-no, 2-no, 3-yes, 4—-yes, 5-yes, 6-no, 7-yes, 8-no, 9-yes, 
10-yes 


Do you understand the words? (Il) 


1. penury—affluence 
SAME OPPOSITE 

2. vicarious—actual 
SAME OPPOSITE 

3. ephemeral—eternal 
SAME OPPOSITE 

4. euphemism—less offensive word 
SAME OPPOSITE 

5. badinage—light, teasing talk 
SAME OPPOSITE 

6. bovine—high-strung 
SAME OPPOSITE 

7. nostalgia—longing for the past 
SAME OPPOSITE 

8. cacophony—euphony 
SAME OPPOSITE 

9. carnivorous—herbivorous 
SAME OPPOSITE 

10. clandestine—hidden 

SAME OPPOSITE 


KEY: 1-O, 2-O, 3-O, 4—-S, 5-5, 6-O, 7-O, 8-O, 9-O, 10-S 


(The new words used in this test will be discussed in later sections 
of this chapter.) 


Can you recall the words? 


1. harsh sound 
LG 
2. having a short life 
2.E 
3. dire poverty 
3. P 
4. substitution of an indirect or pleasant word or phrase for a 
possibly offensive one of the same meaning 
4. E 
5. experienced as a spectator, rather than as a participant 
5. V 
6. acute feeling of homesickness 
6. N 
7. light, half-teasing banter 
7. B 
8. subsisting solely on meat 
8.C 
9. cowlike; stolid 
9. B 
10. secret; concealed 
10. C 


KEY:  1-cacophony, 2-ephemeral, 3-penury, 4-euphemism, 5- 
vicarious, 6-nostalgia, 7-badinage, 8-carnivorous, 9-bovine, 
10-clandestine 


(End of Session 39) 


SESSION 40 


ORIGINS AND RELATED WORDS 


1. money, and what it will buy 


The modern world operates largely by means of a price structure 
—wealth and poverty are therefore words that indicate the 
possession, on the one hand, or the lack, on the other, of money. 
Penury, from Latin penuria, need, neediness, is dire, abject poverty, 
complete lack of financial resources. It is one of the two strongest 
English words there are to denote absence of money. The adjective 
form, penurious (po-NYOOr'-ee-os or po-NOOR' ee-os), strangely 
enough, may mean poverty-stricken, but more commonly signifies 
stingy, close-fisted, niggardly; so sparing in the use of money as to 
give the appearance of penury. 

Penurious is a synonym of parsimonious (pahr’-so-MO’-nee-as), but 
is much stronger in implication. A parsimonious person is stingy; a 
penurious person is twice as stingy. Penury, then, is poverty; 
penuriousness is stinginess, excessive frugality. The noun form of 
parsimonious is parsimony (PAHR'"-so-mo'-nee). 

A somewhat milder word than penury for poverty (if you can 
imagine a mild degree of poverty) is indigence (IN'-do-jons). Indigent 
(IN-do-jont) people are not absolutely penniless—they are simply 
living in reduced circumstances, forgoing many creature comforts, 
forced to undergo the type of hardships that may accompany a lack 
of sufficient funds. 

On the other hand, a close synonym of penury, and one of equal 
strength, is destitution (des'-to-TOO'-shon). Destitute (DES’-ta-toot) 
people do not even have the means for mere subsistence—as such, 


they are perhaps on the verge of starvation. Penury and destitution 
are not merely straitened circumstances—they are downright 
desperate circumstances. 

To turn now to the brighter side of the picture, the possession of 
money, especially in increasing amounts, is expressed by affluence 
(AF’-loo-ans). Affluent (AF’-loo-ant) people, people of affluence, or 
those living in affluent circumstances, are more than comfortable; in 
addition, there is the implication that their wealth is increasing. 
People who live in affluence probably own large and costly homes, 
run big, new cars, belong to expensive golf or country clubs, etc. 

A much stronger term is opulence (OP'-yo-lons), which not only 
implies much greater wealth than affluence, but in addition suggests 
lavish expenditures and ostentatiously luxurious surroundings. 
People of opulence own estates; drive only outrageously expensive 
and specially equipped cars (Rolls-Royces, Mercedes-Benzes, 
Porsches, etc.); have a corps of servants, including a major-domo; 
belong to golf and yacht and country clubs, etc., etc. Embroider the 
fantasy as much as you wish to. Opulent (OP’-ya-lent) may describe 
people, surroundings, styles of life, or the like. 

Affluent is a combination of the prefix ad-, to, toward (changing to 
af- before a root beginning with f), plus the Latin verb fluo, to flow 
—affluence is that delightful condition in which money keeps 
flowing to us, and no one ever turns off the spigot. Other words 
from the same root, fluo, to flow, are fluid, influence, confluence (a 
“flowing together"), fluent (the words flow smoothly), etc. 

Opulent is from Latin opulentus, wealthy. No other English words 
derive from this root. 


2. doing and feeling 


If you watch a furious athletic event, and you get tired, though the 
athletes expend all the energy—that's vicarious fatigue. 

If your friend goes on a bender, and as you watch him absorb one 
drink after another, you begin to feel giddy and stimulated, that's 
vicarious intoxication. 


If you watch a mother in a motion picture or dramatic play suffer 
horribly at the death of her child, and you go through the same 
agony, that's vicarious torment. 

You can experience an emotion, then, in two ways: firsthand, 
through actual participation; or vicariously, by becoming 
empathetically involved in another person’s feelings. 

Some people, for example, lead essentially dull and colorless lives. 
Through their children, through reading or attending the theater, 
however, they can experience all the emotions felt by others whose 
lives move along at a swift, exciting pace. These people live at 
second hand; they live vicariously. 


3. time is relative 


Elephants and turtles live almost forever; human beings in the 
United States have a life expectancy in general of sixty-eight to 
seventy-six years (though the gradual conquest of disease is 
constantly lengthening our span);2 dogs live from seven to ten years; 
and some insects exist for only a few hours or days. 

One such short-lived creature is the dayfly, which in Greek was 
called ephemera. Hence anything so short-lived, so unenduring that 
it scarcely seems to outlast the day, may be called ephemeral. 

A synonym of ephemeral is evanescent (ev-o-NES'-ont), fleeting, 
staying for a remarkably short time, vanishing. Something 
intangible, like a feeling, may be called evanescent; it’s here, and 
before you can quite comprehend it, it’s gone—vanished. 

The noun is evanescence (ev'-o-NES'-ons); the verb is to evanesce 
(ev-a-NES’). 

Evanescent is built on the prefix e- (ex-), out, the root vanesco, to 
vanish, and the adjective suffix -ent. 

The suffix -esce often, but not always, means begin to. -Escent may 
mean becoming or beginning to. Thus: 


adolescent—beginning to grow up; 
beginning to become an adult 


evanesce—begin to vanish 
convalesce—begin to get well after illness 
putrescent—beginning to rot; 

beginning to become putrid 
obsolescent—becoming obsolete 


4. an exploration of various good things 


A euphemism is a word or expression that has been substituted for 
another that is likely to offend—it is built on the Greek prefix eu-, 
good, the root pheme, voice, and the noun suffix -ism. 
(Etymologically, “something said in a good voice!”) Adjective: 
euphemistic (yov -fo-MIS'"-tik) 

Other English words constructed from the prefix eu-: 

1. euphony (YOO’-fa-nee)—good sound; pleasant lilt or rhythm 
(phone, sound) 

Adjective: euphonic (yoo-FON’-ik) or euphonious (yoo-FO’-nee-as) 

2. eulogy (YOO'-lo-jee)—etymologically, “good speech”; a formal 
speech of praise, usually delivered as a funeral oration. Logos in this 
term means word or speech, as it did in philology (Chapter 6). Logos 
more commonly means science or study, but has the alternate 
meaning in eulogy, philology, monologue, dialogue, epilogue (words 
upon the other words, or “after-words”), and prologue (words before 
the main part, “before-words,” or introduction). 

Adjective: eulogistic (yoo-lo-JIS'-tik); verb: eulogize (YOO-lo-jiz"); 
person who delivers a eulogy: eulogist (YOO-lo-jist) 

3. euphoria (yoo-FAWR’-ee-3)—good feeling, a sense of mental 
buoyancy and physical well-being 

Adjective: euphoric (yoo-FAWR’-ik) 

4. euthanasia (yov-tho-NAY'-zha)—etymologically, “good death”; 
method of painless death inflicted on people suffering from 
incurable diseases—not legal at the present time, but advocated by 
many people. The word derives from eu- plus Greek thanatos, death. 


5. exploration of modes of expression 


Badinage is a half-teasing, non-malicious, frivolous banter, 
intended to amuse rather than wound. Badinage has a close 
synonym, persiflage (PUR’-sa-flahzh’), which is a little more derisive, 
a trifle more indicative of contempt or mockery— but still totally 
unmalicious. 

In line with badinage and persiflage, there are four other forms of 
expression you should be familiar with: cliché (klee-SHAY’), bromide 
(BRO’-mid’), platitude (PLAT'-o-teod), and anodyne (AN'-o-din"). 

A cliché is a pattern of words which was once new and fresh, but 
which now is so old, worn, and threadbare that only banal, 
unimaginative speakers and writers ever use it. Examples are: fast 
and furious; unsung heroes; by leaps and bounds; conspicuous by its 
absence; green with envy; etc. The most devastating criticism you can 
make of a piece of writing is to say, “It is full of clichés”; the most 
pointed insult to a person's way of talking is, ^You speak in clichés." 

A bromide is any trite, dull, and probably fallacious remark that 
shows little evidence of original thinking, and that therefore 
convinces a listener of the total absence of perspicacity on the part 
of the speaker. 

For instance, some cautious, dull-minded individual might warn 
you not to take a chance in these words: *Remember it's better to be 
safe than sorry!" 

Your sneering response might be: *Oh, that old bromide!" 

A platitude is similar to a cliché or bromide, in that it is a dull, trite, 
hackneyed, unimaginative pattern of words—but, to add insult to 
injury (cliché), the speaker uses it with an air of novelty—as if he 
just made it up, and isn't he the brilliant fellow! 

An anodyne, in the medical sense, is a drug that allays pain 
without curing an illness, like aspirin or morphine. Figuratively, an 
anodyne is a statement made to allay someone's fears or anxieties, 
not believed by the speaker, but intended to be believed by the 
listener. “Prosperity is just around the corner” was a popular 
anodyne of the 1930s. 


A bromide is also a drug, formerly used as a sedative. Sedatives 
dull the senses—the statement labeled a bromide comes from a 
speaker of dull wit and has a sedative effect on the listener. The 
adjective is bromidic (bro-MID'-ik), as in “his bromidic way of 
expressing himself." 

Platitude derives from Greek platys, broad or flat, plus the noun 
suffix -tude. Words like plateau (flat land), plate and platter (flat 
dishes), and platypus (flat foot) all derive from the same root as 
platitude, a flat statement, i.e., one that falls flat, despite the 
speaker's high hopes for it. The adjective is platitudinous (plat'-o-TOO 
-do-nos), as in, “What a platitudinous remark.” 

Anodyne is a combination of the negative prefix an- with Greek 
odyne, pain. Anodynes, as drugs, lessen pain; as statements, they are 
intended to reduce or eliminate emotional pain or anxiety. 


REVIEW OF ETYMOLOGY 


PREFIX, ROOT, SUFFIX MEANING 
1. penuria need, neediness 
ENGLISH WORD 
2. ad- (af-) to, toward 
ENGLISH WORD 
3. fluo to flow 
ENGLISH WORD 
4. opulentus wealthy 
ENGLISH WORD 
5. ephemera dayfly 


ENGLISH WORD 


6. e-, ex- 
ENGLISH WORD 
7. vanesco 
ENGLISH WORD 

8. -esce 
ENGLISH WORD 

9. -ent 
ENGLISH WORD 
10. -ence 
ENGLISH WORD 
11. eu- 
ENGLISH WORD 
12. pheme 
ENGLISH WORD 
13. -ism 
ENGLISH WORD 
14. phone 
ENGLISH WORD 
15. -ic 
ENGLISH WORD 
16. -ous 
ENGLISH WORD 


17. logos 


out 


to vanish 


begin to 


adjective suffix 


noun suffix 


good 


voice 


noun suffix 


sound 


adjective suffix 


adjective suffix 


word, speech 


ENGLISH WORD 
18. -ize 
ENGLISH WORD 
19. thanatos 
ENGLISH WORD 
20. platys 
ENGLISH WORD 
21. an- 
ENGLISH WORD 
22. odyne 


ENGLISH WORD 


verb suffix 


death 


broad or flat 


negative prefix 


pain 


USING THE WORDS 


Can you pronounce the words? (I) 


po-NYOOR’-ee-as or 
1. penurious 
po-NOOR’-ee-as 


po-NYOOR’-ee-as-nas or 
2. penuriousness 
po-NOOR'"-ee-2s-nos 


3. parsimonious pahr’-so-MO’-nee-as 
4. parsimony PAHR’-so-m0’-nee 
5. indigence IN'-do-jons 


6. indigent IN'-do-jont 


7. destitution 

8. destitute 

9. affluence 
10. affluent 
11. opulence 


12. opulent 


des'"-to-TOO"-shon 
DES'"-to-toot 
AF’-loo-ans 
AF’-loo-ant 
OP’-ya-lans 
OP"-yo-lont 


Can you pronounce the words? (Il) 


. evanescent 
. evanescence 
. evanesce 

. euphemistic 
. euphony 

. euphonic 

. euphonious 


. eulogy 


O ODN BD oO RA CO N e 


. eulogistic 


= 
o 


. eulogize 


ev'-o-NES'-ont 
ev'-o-NES'-ons 
ev'-o-NES' 
yoo-fo-MIS’-tik 
YOO’-fa-nee 
yoo-FON’-ik 
yoo-FO’-nee-as 
YOO*-lo-jee 
yov -lo-JIS'-tik 
YOO"-lo-jiz/ 


Can you pronounce the words? (III) 


1. euphoria 


2. euphoric 


yoo-FAWR’-ee-9 
yoo-FAWR’-ik 


1 


3. euthanasia 
4. persiflage 
5. cliché 

6. bromide 

7. bromidic 


8. platitude 


9. platitudinous 


0. anodyne 


yoo’-tha-NAY’-zha 
PUR’-sa-flahzh’ 
klee-SHAY’ 
BRO’-mid’ 
bro-MID’-ik 
PLAT"'-o2-tcod 
plat'-a-TOO"-do-nos 
AN'"-o-din' 


Can you work with the words? (I) 


ON Q^ OF A OÙ N m 


. penurious 

. indigent 

. affluent 

. evanescent 
. euphemistic 
. euphonious 
. euphoric 


. platitudinous 


a. poor; of limited means 
b. inoffensive 

c. flat, trite 

d. feeling tiptop 

e. wealthy 

f. pleasant in sound 

g. stingy; tight-fisted 

h. fleeting 


KEY: 1-g, 2-a, 3-e, 4-h, 5-b, 6-f, 7-d, 8-c 


Can you work with the words? (Il) 


1. parsimony a. lavish luxury 

2. destitution b. painless death 

3. opulence c. pleasant sound 

4. evanescence d. trite remark 

5. euphony e. impermanence 

6. euphoria f. feeling of well-being 
7. euthanasia g. stinginess 

8. platitude h. poverty 


KEY: 1-g, 2-h, 3-a, 4-e, 5-c, 6-f, 7-b, 8-d 


Can you work with the words? (III) 


1. anodyne 


2. bromide 
3. persiflage 


. eulogy 
. penuriousness 


. indigence 


N OD oF a 


. affluence 


a. light, teasing banter 
b. tightfistedness 


c. statement intended to allay 


anxiety 
d. poverty, want 
e. high, formal praise 
f. wealth 


g. trite statement 


KEY: 1-c, 2-g, 3-a, 4-e, 5-b, 6-d, 7-f 


Can you work with the words? (IV) 


O DOAN WD Ul FB W N Hà 


= 
o 


. parsimonious 
. destitute 

. opulent 

. Vicarious 

. euphonic 

. eulogistic 

. evanesce 

. eulogize 

. bromidic 


. cliché 


a. begin to vanish 

b. stingy, frugal 

c. highly praising 

d. hackneyed phrase 

e. ostentatiously wealthy 
f. stilted in expression 

g. pleasant-sounding 

h. in want 

i. secondhand 


j. praise 


KEY: 1-b, 2-h, 3-e, 4-i, 5-g, 6-c, 7-a, 8-j, 9-f, 10-d 


Do you understand the words? (I) 


1. 


4. 


10. 


Do penurious people satisfy their extravagant desires? 
YES | NO 

. Is penuriousness the characteristic of a miser? 
YES | NO 

. If you are parsimonious with praise, do you lavish it on others? 
YES | NO 
Are people with extremely low incomes forced to live a life of 
parsimony? 
YES | NO 

. Is indigence a sign of wealth? 
YES | NO 

. Are indigent people often aided by state welfare? 
YES | NO 

. If you live in a state of destitution, do you have all the money 
you need? 
YES | NO 

. Is a completely destitute person likely to have to live in want? 
YES | NO 

. Does a person of affluence generally have petty money worries? 
YES | NO 
Are opulent surroundings indicative of great wealth? 


YES NO 


KEY: 1-no, 2-yes, 3-no, 4-yes, 5-no, 6-yes, 7-no, 8-yes, 9-no, 10- 


yes 


Do you understand the words? (Il) 


l. 


10. 


Can you engage in vicarious exploits by reading spy novels? 
YES | NO 


. Does an evanescent feeling remain for a considerable time? 


YES NO 


. Do parents generally indulge in euphemisms in front of young 


children? 
YES NO 


. Is poetry generally euphonious? 


YES NO 


. Does a sincere eulogy indicate one's feeling of admiration? 


YES NO 


. Is euphoria a feeling of malaise? 


YES NO 


. Is euthanasia practiced on animals? 


YES NO 


. Is persiflage an indication of seriousness? 


YES NO 


. Does a liberal use of clichés show original thinking? 


YES | NO 
Is an anodyne intended to relieve fears? 
YES | NO 


KEY: 1-yes, 2-no, 3-yes, 4-yes, 5-yes, 6-no, 7-yes, 8-no, 9-no, 
10-yes 


Do you understand the words? (III) 


1. Is a platitude flat and dull? 
YES NO 
2. If a person uses bromides, is he likely to be an interesting 
conversationalist? 
YES NO 
3. If you indulge in persiflage, are you being facetious? 
YES NO 
4. Are the works of Beethoven considered euphonious? 
YES NO 
5. Can parents receive a vicarious thrill from their children's 
triumphs? 
YES | NO 


KEY: 1l-yes, 2-no, 3-yes, 4-yes, 5—yes 


Can you recall the words? 


1. 


2. 


12. 


a statement, usually untrue, meant to alleviate fear 
1. A 

light banter 
2. P 


. a hackneyed phrase 


3.C 


. fleeting—lasting a very short time (adj.) 


4. E 


. laudatory—delivered in tones of formal praise (adj.) 


o. E 


. process of painlessly putting to death a victim of an incurable 


disease 
6. E 


. stingy (adj.) 


7.P 
or P 


. in want (adj.) 


8.D 


. wealth 


9. A 


. immense wealth 


10.0 


. adverb describing the manner of responding empathetically to 


another's acts 
11. V 
stinginess (noun) 


12. P 
or P 

13-14. poverty 
13. I 
14. D 

15. impermanence 
15.E 

16. pleasing sound 
16.E 

17. substituting inoffensive words (adj.) 
17.E 

18. sense of well-being 
18.E 

19. trite remark 
19. B 

20. banal remark 
20. P 

21. begin to vanish (v.) 
21. E 

22. poverty-stricken (adj.) 
22.I 

23-24. wealthy (two adjs.) 
23. A 
24. O 

25. feeling tiptop (adj.) 
25. E 

26. pleasant in sound (adj.) 
26. E 
or E 

27. formal praise 
27. E 

28. trite (adj.) 
28. B 


29. flat, dull (adj.) 
29. P 

30. to praise 
30. E 


KEY: 1-anodyne, 2-persiflage, 3-cliché, 4-evanescent, 5-eulogistic, 
6-euthanasia, 7-parsimonious or penurious, 8-destitute, 9- 
affluence, 10-opulence, 11-vicariously, 12-parsimony or 
penuriousness, 13-indigence, 14-destitution, 15-evanescence, 
l6-euphony, 17-euphemistic, 18-euphoria, 19-bromide, 20- 
platitude, 21-evanesce, 22-indigent, 23-affluent, 24-opulent, 
25-euphoric, 26-euphonic or euphonious, 27-eulogy, 28- 
bromidic, 29-platitudinous, 30-eulogize 


(End of Session 40) 


SESSION 41 


ORIGINS AND RELATED WORDS 


1. people are the craziest animals 


Bovine, placid like a cow, stolid, patient, unexcitable, is built on 
the Latin word for ox or cow, bovis, plus the suffix -ine, like, similar 
to, or characteristic of. To call someone bovine is of course far from 
complimentary, for this adjective is considerably stronger than 
phlegmatic, and implies a certain mild contempt on the part of the 
speaker. A bovine person is somewhat like a vegetable: eats and 
grows and lives, but apparently is lacking in any strong feelings. 

Humans are sometimes compared to animals, as in the following 
adjectives: 

1. leonine (LEE"-o-nin")—like a lion in appearance or temperament. 

2. canine (KAY’-nin’)—like a dog. As a noun, the word refers to 
the species to which dogs belong. Our canine teeth are similar to 
those of a dog. 

3. feline (FEE’-lin’)—catlike. We may speak of feline grace; or 
(insultingly) of feline temperament when we mean that a person is 
“catty.” 

4. porcine (PAWR’-sin’)—piglike. 

5. vulpine (VUL’-pin’)—foxlike in appearance or temperament. 
When applied to people, this adjective usually indicates the 
shrewdness of a fox. 

6. ursine (UR’-sin’)—bearlike. 

7. lupine (LOO'-pin)—wolflike. 

8. equine (EE’-kwin’)—horselike; “horsy.” 

9. piscine (PIS’-in’)—fishlike. 


All these adjectives come from the corresponding Latin words for 
the animals; and, of course, each adjective also describes, or refers 
to, the specific animal as well as to the person likened to the animal. 


1. leo lion 
2. canis dog 
3. felis cat 


4. porcus pig 

5. vulpus fox 

6. ursus bear 

7. lupus wolf 

8. equus horse 

9. piscis fish 

The word for meat from a pig—pork—derives, obviously, from 

porcus. Ursa Major and Ursa Minor, the Great Bear and the Little Bear, 
the two conspicuous groups of stars in the northern sky 
(conspicuous, of course, only on a clear night), are so labeled 
because in formation they resemble the outlines of bears. The 
feminine name Ursula is, by etymology, “a little bear," which, 


perhaps, is a strange name to burden a child with. The skin disease 
lupus was so named because it eats into the flesh, as a wolf might. 


2. you can't go home again 


Nostalgia, built on two Greek roots, nostos, a return, and algos, 
pain (as in neuralgia, cardialgia, etc.), is a feeling you can't ever 
understand until you've experienced it—and you have probably 
experienced it whenever some external stimulus has crowded your 
mind with scenes from an earlier day. 

You know how life often seems much pleasanter in retrospect? 
Your conscious memory tends to store up the pleasant experiences 


of the past (the trauma and unpleasant experiences may get buried 
in the unconscious), and when you are lonely or unhappy you may 
begin to relive these pleasant occurrences. It is then that you feel 
the emotional pain and longing that we call nostalgia. 

The adjective is nostalgic (nos-TAL’-jik), as in “motion pictures 
that are nostalgic of the fifties,” or as in, “He feels nostalgic whenever 
he passes 138th Street and sees the house in which he grew up.” 


3. soundings 


Cacophony is itself a harsh-sounding word—and is the only one 
that exactly describes the unmusical, grating, ear-offending noises 
you are likely to hear in man-made surroundings: the New York 
subway trains thundering through their tunnels (they are also, these 
days in the late 1970s, eye-offending, for which we might coin the 
term cacopsis, noun, and cacoptic, adjective), the traffic bedlam of 
rush hours in a big city, a steel mill, an automobile factory, a blast 
furnace, etc. Adjective: cacophonous (ko-KOF"-o-nos). 

These words are built on the Greek roots kakos, bad, harsh, or 
ugly, and phone, sound. 

Phone, sound, is found also in: 

1. telephone—etymologically, “sound from afar” 

2. euphony—pleasant sound 

3. phonograph—etymologically, “writer of sound” 

4. saxophone—a musical instrument (hence sound) invented by 
Adolphe Sax 

5. xylophone—a musical instrument; etymologically, “sounds 
through wood” (Greek xylon, wood) 

6. phonetics (fa-NET’-iks)—the science of the sounds of language; 
the adjective is phonetic (fe-NET’-ik), the expert a phonetician (fo'-na- 
TISH'-on) 

7. phonics—the science of sound; also the method of teaching 
reading by drilling the sounds of letters and syllables 


4. the flesh and all 


Carnivorous combines carnis, flesh, and voro, to devour. A 
carnivorous animal, or carnivore (KAHR'-ne-vawr), is one whose 
main diet is meat. 

Voro, to devour, is the origin of other words referring to eating 
habits: 

1. herbivorous (hur-BIV'-ar-os)—subsisting on grains, grasses, and 
other vegetation, as cows, deer, horses, etc. The animal is a herbivore 
(HUR’-ba-vawr’). Derivation: Latin herba, herb, plus voro, to devour 

2. omnivorous (om-NIV'-or-os)—eating everything: meat, grains, 
grasses, fish, insects, and anything else digestible. The only species 
so indiscriminate in their diet are humans and rats, plus, of course, 
some cats and dogs that live with people (in contrast to felines and 
canines—lions, tigers, bobcats, wolves, etc.—that are not 
domesticated). Omnivorous (combining Latin omnis, all, with voro, 
plus the adjective suffix -ous) refers not only to food. An omnivorous 
reader reads everything in great quantities (that is, devours all kinds 
of reading matter). 

3. voracious (vaw-RAY'-shes)—devouring; hence, greedy or 
gluttonous; may refer either to food or to any other habits. One may 
be a voracious eater, voracious reader, voracious in one’s pursuit of 
money, pleasure, etc. Think of the two noun forms of loquacious. 
Can you write two nouns derived from voracious? (1) : 


(2) 


5. “allness” 


Latin omnis, all, is the origin of: 

1. omnipotent (om-NIP'"-a-tont)—all-powerful, an adjective usually 
applied to God; also, to any ruler whose governing powers are 
unlimited, which allows for some exaggeration, as King Canute the 
Great proved to his sycophantic courtiers when he ordered the tide 
to come so far up the beach and no further. He got soaking wet! 
(Omnis plus Latin potens, potentis, powerful, as in potentate, a 


powerful ruler; impotent (IM'-po-tont), powerless; potent, powerful; 
and potential, possessing power or ability not yet exercised). Can you 
write the noun form of omnipotent? 

2. omniscient (om-NISH'-ant)—all-knowing: hence, infinitely wise. 
(Omnis plus sciens, knowing.) We have discussed this adjective in a 
previous chapter, so you will have no problem writing the noun: 


3. omnipresent (om'-no-PREZ'-ont)—present in all places at once. 
Fear was omnipresent in Europe during 1939 just before World War 
II. A synonym of omnipresent is ubiquitous (yoo-BIK'-wo-tos), from 
Latin ubique, everywhere. The ubiquitous ice cream vendor seems to 
be everywhere at the same time, tinkling those little bells, once 
spring arrives. The ubiquitous little red wagon rides around 
everywhere in airports to refuel departing planes. “Ubiquitous 
laughter greeted the press secretary’s remark,” i.e., laughter was 
heard everywhere in the room. The noun forms are ubiquity (yoo-BIK’- 
wo-tee) or . (Can you think of the alternate form?) 

4. omnibus (OM'"-na-bos)—etymologically, “for all, including all." 
In the shortened form bus we have a public vehicle for all who can 
pay; in a John Galsworthy omnibus we have a book containing all of 
Galsworthy's works; in an omnibus legislative bill we have a bill 
containing all the miscellaneous provisions and appropriations left 
out of other bills. 


6. more flesh 


Note how carnis, flesh, is the building block of: 

1. carnelian (kahr-NEEL'-yon)—a reddish color, the color of red 
flesh. 

2. carnival (KAHR'"-no-vol)—originally the season of merrymaking 
just before Lent, when people took a last fling before saying “Carne 
vale!” “Oh flesh, farewell!” (Latin vale, farewell, goodbye). Today a 
carnival is a kind of outdoor entertainment with games, rides, side 


shows, and, of course, lots of food—also any exuberant or riotous 
merrymaking or festivities. 

3. carnal (KAHR’-nel)—most often found in phrases like “carnal 
pleasures" or “carnal appetites,” and signifying pleasures or 
appetites of the flesh rather than of the spirit—hence, sensual, 
lecherous, lascivious, lubricious, etc. The noun is carnality (kahr- 
NAL/-o-tee). 

4. carnage (KAHR'-noj)—great destruction of life (that is, of 
human flesh), as in war or mass murders. 

5. reincarnation _(ree’-in-kahr-NAY’-shon)—a rebirth — or 
reappearance. Believers in reincarnation maintain that one's soul 
persists after it has fled the flesh, and eventually reappears in the 
body of a newborn infant or animal, or in another form. Some of us, 
according to this interesting philosophy, were once Napoleon, 
Alexander the Great, Cleopatra, etc. The verb is to reincarnate (ree- 
in-KAHR’-nayt), to bring (a soul) back in another bodily form. 

6. incarnate (in-KAHR'"-not)—in the flesh. If we use this adjective 
to call someone "the devil incarnate," we mean that here is the devil 
in the flesh. Or we may say that someone is evil incarnate, that is, 
the personification of evil, evil invested with human or bodily form. 
The verb to incarnate (in-KAHR’-nayt) is to embody, give bodily 
form to, or make real. 


T. dark secrets 


Clandestine comes from Latin clam, secretly, and implies secrecy or 
concealment in the working out of a plan that is dangerous or 
illegal. Clandestine is a close synonym of surreptitious (sur’-ap-TISH’- 
as), which means stealthy, sneaky, furtive, generally because of fear 
of detection. 

The two words cannot always, however, be used interchangeably. 
We may speak of either clandestine or surreptitious meetings or 
arrangements; but usually only of clandestine plans and only of 


surreptitious movements or actions. Can you write the noun form of 
surreptitious? 


REVIEW OF ETYMOLOGY 


PREFIX, ROOT, SUFFIX MEANING 


1. -ine 
ENGLISH WORD 
2. leo 
ENGLISH WORD 
3. felis 
ENGLISH WORD 
4. porcus 
ENGLISH WORD 
5. canis 
ENGLISH WORD 
6. vulpus 
ENGLISH WORD 
7. ursus 
ENGLISH WORD 
8. lupus 
ENGLISH WORD 
9. equus 


ENGLISH WORD 


like, similar to, characteristic of 


lion 


cat 


pig 


dog 


fox 


bear 


wolf 


horse 


10. piscis 
ENGLISH WORD 
11. nostos 
ENGLISH WORD 
12. algos 
ENGLISH WORD 
13. -ic 
ENGLISH WORD 
14. kakos 
ENGLISH WORD 
15. phone 
ENGLISH WORD 
16. xylon 
ENGLISH WORD 
17. carnis 
ENGLISH WORD 
18. voro 
ENGLISH WORD 
19. herba 
ENGLISH WORD 
20. omnis 
ENGLISH WORD 


21. -ous 


fish 


a return 


pain 


adjective suffix 


bad, harsh, ugly 


sound 


wood 


flesh 


to devour 


herb 


all 


adjective suffix 


ENGLISH WORD 
22. potens, potentis 
ENGLISH WORD 
23. sciens 
ENGLISH WORD 
24. ubique 
ENGLISH WORD 
25. -ity 
ENGLISH WORD 
26. vale 
ENGLISH WORD 
27. -al 
ENGLISH WORD 
28. re- 
ENGLISH WORD 
29. -ate 
ENGLISH WORD 
30. in- 
ENGLISH WORD 
31. clam 
ENGLISH WORD 
32. -ent 


ENGLISH WORD 


powerful 


knowing 


everywhere 


noun suffix 


farewell 


adjective suffix 


again, back 


verb suffix 


in 


secretly 


adjective suffix 


33. -ence noun suffix 


ENGLISH WORD 


USING THE WORDS 


Can you pronounce the words? (I) 


1. leonine LEE'-o-nin' 
2. canine KAY’-nin’ 
3. feline FEE’-lin’ 
4. porcine PAWR‘-sin’ 
5. vulpine VUL’-pin’ 
6. ursine UR’-sin’ 
7. lupine L00’-pin’ 
8. equine EE’-kwin’ 
9. piscine PIS’-in’ 

10. nostalgic nos-TAL’-jik 


Can you pronounce the words? (Il) 


1. cacophonous ko-KOF'-o-nos 
2. phonetics fa-NET’-iks 
3. phonetic fa-NET’-ik 


4. phonetician fo-no-TISH'-on 


5. carnivore KAHR’-no-vawr’ 
6. herbivore HUR’-ba-vawr’ 
7. herbivorous hur-BIV’-ar-as 
8. omnivorous om-NIV’-ar-as 
9. voracious vaw-RAY’-shas 
10. voracity vaw-RAS’-a-tee 
11. omnipotent om-NIP’-a-tant 
12. impotent IM'-po-tont 
13. impotence IM"-po-tons 
14. omnipotence om-NIP’-a-tans 


Can you pronounce the words? (III) 


1. omniscient om-NISH’-ent 

2. omniscience om-NISH’-ans 

3. omnipresent om’-no-PREZ’-ant 
4. omnipresence om'-no-PREZ'-ons 
5. ubiquitous yco-BIK'-wo-tos 

6. ubiquity yoo-BIK'-wo-tee 

7. ubiquitousness yco-BIK'-wo-tos-nos 
8. omnibus OM’-nə-bəs 


Can you pronounce the words? (IV) 


O OA N WD OF RA WOW N (Là 


= 
je») 


. carnelian 

. carnal 

. carnality 

. carnage 

. reincarnation 

. reincarnate (v.) 
. incarnate (adj.) 
. incarnate (v.) 

. surreptitious 


. surreptitiousness 


kahr-NEEL’-yon 
KAHR"-nal 
kahr-NAL'-o-tee 
KAHR’-nəj 
ree’-in-kahr-NAY’-shon 
ree’-in-KAHR’-nayt 
in-KAHR’-not 
in-KAHR’-nayt 
sur’-ap-TISH’-as 


sur'-op-TISH'-os-nos 


Can you work with the words? (I) 


O OA N WD OF BR Ù N e 


= 
o 


. leonine 

. canine 

. feline 

. porcine 

. vulpine 

. ursine 

. Voracious 

. omnipotent 
. omniscient 


. surreptitious 


a. doglike 

b. greedy, devouring 
c. foxlike 

d. all-powerful 

e. stealthy, clandestine 
f. lionlike 

g. all-knowing 

h. bearlike 

i. catlike 


j. piglike 


KEY: 1-f, 2-a, 3-i, 4-j, 5-c, 6-h, 7-b, 8-d, 9-g, 10-e 


Can you work with the words? (Il) 


1 
2 
3 
4. 
5 
6 
7 


. nostalgic 
. cacophonous 
. herbivorous 


omnivorous 


. ubiquitous 
. carnal 


. incarnate 


a. harsh-sounding 

b. eating everything 

c. lewd, lecherous, lubricious 
d. found everywhere 

e. homesick 

f. grass-eating 


g. in the flesh 


KEY: 1-e, 2-a, 3-f, 4-b, 5-d, 6-c, 7-g 


Can you work with the words? (III) 


1. phonetics a. universality 
2. carnivore b. a color 
3. voracity c. infinite power 
4. omnipotence d. furtiveness; stealth; sneakiness 
PETER e. lechery, lasciviousness, 
lubricity 
6. omnipresence f. infinite wisdom 
7. omnibus g. science of speech sounds 
8. carnelian h. slaughter 
9. carnality i. a collection of all things 
10. carnage j. greediness 
11. surreptitiousness k. meat-eater 


1. a return to life in a new body 
12. reincarnation 
or form 


KEY: 1-g, 2-k, 3-j, 4—c, 5-f, 6-a, 7-i, 8-b, 9-e, 10-h, 11-d, 12-1 


Can you work with the words? (IV) 


1. lupine 
2. equine 


3. piscine 


4. phonetician 


5. impotent 


6. ubiquity 


7. reincarnate (v.) 


8. incarnate (v.) 


a. fishlike 
b. powerless 
c. wolflike 


d. bring back into a new body or 


form 


e. occurrence, or existence, 


everywhere 
f. horselike 
g. expert in speech sounds 


h. embody; make real; put into 


bodily form 


KEY: 1-c, 2-f, 3-a, 4-g, 5-b, 6-e, 7-d, 8-h 


Do you understand the words? (I) 


1 


10. 


. A person of leonine appearance looks like a tiger. 


TRUE FALSE 


. Canine habits refers to the habits of dogs. 


TRUE FALSE 


. Feline grace means catlike grace. 


TRUE FALSE 


. Porcine appearance means wolflike appearance. 


TRUE FALSE 


. Vulpine craftiness means foxlike craftiness. 


TRUE FALSE 


. Ursine means bearlike. 


TRUE FALSE 


. Nostalgic feelings refer to a longing for past experiences. 


TRUE FALSE 


. Cacophonous music is pleasant and sweet. 


TRUE FALSE 


. An elephant is a carnivore. 


TRUE FALSE 
Deer are herbivorous. 
TRUE FALSE 


KEY: 1-F, 2-T, 3-T, 4-F, 5-T, 6-T, 7-T, 8-F, 9-F, 10-T 


Do you understand the words? (Il) 


1. An omnivorous reader does very little reading. 
TRUE FALSE 
2. A voracious eater is gluttonous. 
TRUE FALSE 
3. True omnipotence is unattainable by human beings. 
TRUE FALSE 
4. No one is omniscient. 
TRUE FALSE 
5. Fear of economic ruin was practically omnipresent in the early 
nineteen-thirties. 
TRUE FALSE 
6. When an airplane lands for refueling, the ubiquitous little red 
gasoline wagon comes rolling up. 
TRUE FALSE 
7. An author's omnibus contains all his published writings. 
TRUE FALSE 
8. Carnelian is a deep blue color. 
TRUE FALSE 
9. Carnality is much respected in a puritanical society. 
TRUE FALSE 
10. There is considerable carnage in war. 
TRUE FALSE 
11. A surreptitious glance is meant to be conspicuous. 
TRUE FALSE 
12. A person who is evil incarnate is a vicious character. 


TRUE FALSE 


KEY: 1-F, 2-T, 3-T, 4-T, 5-T, 6-T, 7-T, 8-F, 9-F, 10-T, 11-F, 12-T 


Can you recall the words? 


I—adverbs 


1-2. secretly (two forms) 
1. C 
2. S 

3. in a harsh and noisy manner 
300 

4. in a homesick manner 
4.N 

5. in a greedy, devouring manner 
5. V 


KEY: 1-clandestinely, 2-surreptitiously, 


nostalgically, 5-voraciously 


II—nouns 


l. 


10. 


greediness 
1. V 


. unlimited power 


2.0 


. infinite knowledge 


3. 0 


. a gathering of all things 


4. O 


. lechery; indulgence in fleshly pleasures 


5. C 


. Slaughter 


6. C 


. stealthiness; secretiveness 


7. S 


. harsh sound 


8. C 


. Science of speech sounds 


9. P 
a return to life in new form 
10. R 


3-cacophonously, 


4— 


KEY: 1-voracity, 2-omnipotence, 3-omniscience, 4-omnibus, 5- 
carnality, 6-carnage, 7-surreptitiousness, 8-cacophony, 9- 
phonetics, 10-reincarnation 


Ill—adjectives 


1. lionlike 
1. L 
2. doglike 
2C 
3. catlike 
3. F 
4. cowlike 
4.B 
5. foxlike 
5. V 
6. bearlike 
6. U 
7. homesick 
7. N 
8. grating in sound 
8. C 
9. meat-eating 
9. C 
10. grass-eating 
10. H 
11. all-eating; indiscriminate 
11. O 
12. devouring; greedy 
12. V 


13. in the flesh 
13. I 


KEY: 1-leonine, 2-canine, 3-feline, 4-bovine, 5-vulpine, 6-ursine, 
7-nostalgic, 8-cacophonous, 9-carnivorous, 10-herbivorous, 
11-omnivorous, 12-voracious, 13-incarnate 


IV. more adjectives 


1. all-powerful 
1.0 

2. all-knowing 
2.0 

3. present or existing everywhere 
3. 0 

4. found everywhere 
4. U 

5. lewd, lascivious, lecherous 
5.6 

6. secret 
6.C 


KEY: 1-omnipotent, 2-omniscient, 3-omnipresent, 4-ubiquitous, 5- 
carnal, 6-clandestine 


V. final mop-up 


1. wolflike 
1. L 
2. horselike 
2. E 
3. fishlike 
3. P 
4. referring to speech sounds 
4. P 
5. expert in speech sounds 
5. P 
6. powerless 
6. I 
7-8. existence everywhere 
7. U 
or U 
8.0 
9. to bring back into another body or form 
9.R 
10. to embody, make real, or put into bodily form 
10. I 


KEY: 1-lupine, 2-equine, 3-piscine, 4-phonetic, 5-phonetician, 6- 
impotent, 7-ubiquity or ubiquitousness, 8-omnipresence, 9- 
reincarnate, 10-incarnate 


CHAPTER REVIEW 


A. Do you recognize the words? 


1. Utter want: 
(a) affluence, (b) opulence, (c) penury 
2. Experienced secondhand: 
(a) ephemeral, (b) vicarious, (c) evanescent 
3. Inoffensive circumlocution: 
(a) badinage, (b) persiflage, (c) euphemism 
4. Homesick: 
(a) nostalgic, (b) bromide, (c) clandestine 
5. Meat-eating: 
(a) herbivorous, (b) voracious, (c) carnivorous 
6. Stingy: 
(a) indigent, (b) parsimonious, (c) opulent 
7. Extreme financial need: 
(a) destitution, (b) affluence, (c) parsimony 
8. Great and increasing wealth: 
(a) penuriousness, (b) affluence, (c) omnipresence 
9. Remaining for a short time: 
(a) euphemistic, (b) evanescent, (c) eulogistic 
10. Sweet-sounding: 
(a) euphonious, (b) cacophonous, (c) euphoric 
11. Praise glowingly: 


(a) evanesce, (b) eulogize, (c) reincarnate 
12. Sense of physical well-being: 

(a) euthanasia, (b) euphoria, (c) persiflage 

13. Hackneyed expression: 

(a) anodyne, (b) badinage, (c) cliché 
14. catlike: 

(a) leonine, (b) feline, (c) canine 
15. Bearlike: 

(a) vulpine, (b) ursine, (c) porcine 
16. All-knowing: 

(a) omnipotent, (b) omniscient, (c) omnipresent 
17. Found everywhere: 

(a) ubiquitous, (b) omnivorous, (c) omnibus 
18. Destruction: 

(a) carnage, (b) carnality, (c) reincarnation 
19. Stealthy: 

(a) voracious, (b) surreptitious, (c) incarnate 


KEY: 1-c, 2-b, 3-c, 4-a, 5-c, 6-b, 7-a, 8-b, 9-b, 10-a, 11-b, 12-b, 
13—c, 14-b, 15-b, 16-b, 17-a, 18-a, 19-b 


B. Can you recognize roots? 


MEANING ROOT 
1. penuria 

EXAMPLE penury 
2. fluo 

EXAMPLE affluent 
3. opulentus 

EXAMPLE opulent 
4. ephemera 

EXAMPLE ephemeral 
5. vanesco 

EXAMPLE evanescent 
6. pheme 

EXAMPLE euphemism 
7. phone 

EXAMPLE phonetics 
8. logos 


EXAMPLE eulogy 


9. thanatos 
EXAMPLE euthanasia 
10. platys 
EXAMPLE platitude, platypus 
11. odyne 
EXAMPLE anodyne 
12. leo 
EXAMPLE leonine 
13. felis 
EXAMPLE feline 
14. porcus 
EXAMPLE porcine 
15. canis 
EXAMPLE canine 
16. vulpus 
EXAMPLE vulpine 
17. lupus 
EXAMPLE lupine 
18. equus 
EXAMPLE equine 
19. piscis 
EXAMPLE piscine 


20. nostos 


EXAMPLE nostalgia 
21. algos 

EXAMPLE nostalgic 
22. kakos 

EXAMPLE cacophonous 
23. xylon 

EXAMPLE xylophone 
24. carnis 

EXAMPLE carnivorous 
25. voro 

EXAMPLE omnivorous 
26. herba 

EXAMPLE herbivorous 
27. omnis 

EXAMPLE omnipotent 
28. potens, potentis 
EXAMPLE impotent 
29. sciens 

EXAMPLE Omniscience 
30. ubique 

EXAMPLE ubiquitous 
31. vale! 


EXAMPLE carnival 


32. clam 


EXAMPLE clandestine 


KEY:  1-want, neediness, 2-to flow, 3-wealthy, 4-dayfly, 5-to 
vanish, 6-voice, 7-sound, 8-word, speech, 9-death, 10-flat, 
broad, 11-pain, 12-lion, 13-cat, 14-pig, 15-dog, 16-fox, 17- 
wolf, 18-horse, 19-fish, 20-a return, 21-pain, 22-bad, harsh, 
ugly, 23-wood, 24-flesh, 25-to devour, 26-herb, 27-all, 28- 
powerful, 29-knowing, 30-everywhere, 31-farewell!, 32- 
secretly 


TEASER QUESTIONS FOR THE AMATEUR 
ETYMOLOGIST 


1. American poet William Cullen Bryant wrote a poem in 1811 
called Thanatopsis. You are familiar with both roots in the word. Can 
you figure out the meaning? 

2. If you wanted to coin a word for the study or science of death 
and dying, what would you come up with? 

3. Pheme, as you know from euphemism, means voice. This root 
derives from a Greek verb phanai, to speak, which, as it traveled 
through Latin, Old French, and Middle English, finally took on the 
spelling phet-, phec-, or phes-. And you recall that the Greek prefix 
pro- means beforehand or ahead (as in prognosis, prologue, etc.). Can 
you now combine elements to form a word meaning: 

(a) to say beforehand; to foretell (an occurrence before it 
actually happens)? 

(b) the foretelling of such an — 

(c) the person who foretells? 

4. Can you combine a Latin prefix and root to ford words of the 
same meaning? 

(a) to foretell: 
(b) the act of foretelling: 


5. An eminent psychoanalyst, Richard Karpe of Connecticut, has 
coined the term nostopathy (nos-TOP'-o-thee) for an emotional 
disorder he diagnosed among a number of his patients who were 
returning veterans of World War II and of the Korean and Vietnam 
wars. You know both roots in the word. Can you figure out the 
meaning? 

6. Coin a word that means: 

(a) the killing of foxes: 
(b) the killing of wolves: 
(c) the killing of lions, tigers, and other cats: 
(d) the killing of bears: 
7. Figure out an adjective that means: 
(a) fish-eating: 
(b) insect-eating: 

8. Have you ever wondered whether the Canary Islands were 
named after the Latin root canis, dog? They were. Large, wild dogs 
inhabited the area. Pretty Md also abounded there. What were 
these birds called? 

9. A new verb was coined some years ago, based on the Latin root 
potens, potentis, meaning (of a drug) to make more effective or 
powerful; to augment the effect of another drug. Can you figure out 
what this verb would be? i 


(Answers in Chapter 18) 


GETTING USED TO NEW WORDS 


Reference has been made, in previous chapters, to the intimate 
relationship between reading and vocabulary building. Good books 
and the better magazines will not only acquaint you with a host of 
new ideas (and, therefore, new words, since every word is the 
verbalization of an idea), but also will help you gain a more 
complete and a richer understanding of the hundreds of words you 
are learning through your work in this book. If you have been doing 
a sufficient amount of stimulating reading—and that means, at 


minimum, several magazines a week and at least three books of 
non-fiction a month—you have been meeting, constantly, over and 
over again, the new words you have been learning in these pages. 
Every such encounter is like seeing an old friend in a new place. 
You know how much better you understand your friends when you 
have a chance to see them react to new situations; similarly, you 
will gain a much deeper understanding of the friends you have been 
making among words as you see them in different contexts and in 
different places. 

My recommendations in the past have been of non-fiction titles, 
but novels too are a rich source of additions to your vocabulary— 
provided you stay alert to the new words you will inevitably meet in 
reading novels. 

The natural temptation, when you encounter a brand-new word in 
a novel, is to ignore it—the lines of the plot are perfectly clear even 
if many of the author's words are not. 

I want to counsel strongly that you resist the temptation to ignore 
the unfamiliar words you may meet in your novel reading: resist it 
with every ounce of your energy, for only by such resistance can 
you keep building your vocabulary as you read. 

What should you do? Don't rush to a dictionary, don't bother 
underlining the word, don't keep long lists of words that you will 
eventually look up en masse—these activities are likely to become 
painful and you will not continue them for any great length of time. 

Instead, do something quite simple—and very effective. 

When you meet a new word, underline it with a mental pencil. 
That is, pause for a second and attempt to figure out its meaning 
from its use in the sentence or from its etymological root or prefix, if 
it contains one you have studied. Make a mental note of it, say it 
aloud once or twice—and then go on reading. 

That's all there is to it. What you are doing, of course, is 
developing the same type of mind-set toward the new word that you 
have developed toward the words you have studied in this book. 
And the results, of course, will be the same—you will begin to 
notice the word occurring again and again in other reading you do, 
and finally, having seen it in a number of varying contexts, you will 


begin to get enough of its connotation and flavor to come to a fairly 
accurate understanding of its meaning. In this way you will be 
developing alertness not only to the words you have studied in this 
book, but to all expressive and meaningful words. And your 
vocabulary will keep growing. 

But of course that will happen only if you keep reading. 

I do not wish to recommend any particular novels or novelists, 
since the type of fiction one enjoys is a very personal matter. You 
doubtless know the kind of story you like—mystery, science fiction, 
spy, adventure, historical, political, romantic, Western, biographical, 
one or all of the above. Or you may be entranced by novels of ideas, 
of sexual prowess, of fantasy, of life in different segments of society 
from your own. No matter. Find the kind of novel or novelist you 
enjoy by browsing in the public library or among the thousands of 
titles in bookstores that have a rich assortment of paperbacks as 
well as hardbacks. 

And then read! And keep on the alert for new words! You will 
find them by the hundreds and thousands. Bear in mind: people with 
rich vocabularies have been reading omnivorously, voraciously, since 
childhood—including the ingredients listed in small print on bread 
wrappers and cereal boxes. 


(End of Session 41) 


1 Remember Ogden Nash’s delightful definition? 
The cow is of the bovine ilk, 
One end moo, the other end milk. 


2 Latest figures, 1978, for the United States: males, 68.5 years; females, 76.4 years. 


—— Brief Intermission Eight 


HOW TO SPELL A WORD 


The spelling of English words is archaic, it’s confusing, it’s 
needlessly complicated, and, if you have a sense of humor, it’s 
downright comical. In fact, any insulting epithet you might wish to 
level against our weird methods of putting letters together to form 
words would probably be justified—but it’s our spelling, and we’re 
stuck with it. 

How completely stuck we are is illustrated by a somewhat 
ludicrous event that goes back to 1906, and that cost philanthropist 
Andrew Carnegie $75,000. 

Working under a five-year grant of funds from Carnegie, and 
headed by the esteemed scholar Brander Matthews, the Simplified 
Spelling Board published in that year a number of recommendations 
for bringing some small semblance of order out of the great chaos of 
English spelling. Their suggestions affected a mere three hundred 
words out of the half million then in the language. Here are a few 
examples, to give you a general idea: 


SPELLING THEN CURRENT SIMPLIFIED SPELLING 
mediaeval medieval 
doubt dout 


debtor dettor 


head hed 


though tho 
through thru 
laugh laf 
tough tuf 
knife nife 
theatre theater 
centre center 
phantom fantom 


These revisions seemed eminently sensible to no less a personage 
than the then President of the United States, Theodore Roosevelt. So 
delighted was he with the new garb in which these three hundred 
words could be clothed that he immediately ordered that all 
government documents be printed in simplified spelling. And the 
result? Such a howl went up from the good citizens of the republic, 
from the nation's editors and schoolteachers and businessmen, that 
the issue was finally debated in the halls of Congress. Almost to a 
man, senators and representatives stood opposed to the plan. Teddy 
Roosevelt, as you have doubtless heard, was a stubborn fellow—but 
when Congress threatened to hold up the White House stationery 
appropriation unless the President backed down, Teddy rescinded 
the order. Roosevelt ran for re-election some time later, and lost. 
That his attitude toward spelling contributed to his defeat is of 
course highly doubtful—nevertheless an opposition New York 
newspaper, the day the returns were in, maliciously commented on 
the outgoing incumbent in a one-word simplified-spelling editorial: 
“THRU!” 

Roosevelt was not the first President to be justifiably outraged by 
our ridiculous orthography. Over a hundred years ago, when 


Andrew Jackson was twitted on his poor spelling, he is supposed to 
have made this characteristic reply, ^Well, sir, it is a damned poor 
mind that cannot think of more than one way to spell a word!" And 
according to one apocryphal version, it was Jackson's odd spelling 
that gave birth to the expression “okay.” Jackson thought, so goes 
the story, that “all correct” was spelled “orl korrect,” and he used 
O.K. as the abbreviation for these words when he approved state 
papers. 

Many years ago, the British playwright George Bernard Shaw 
offered a dramatic proposal for reducing England’s taxes. Just 
eliminate unnecessary letters from our unwieldy spelling, he said, 
and you'll save enough money in paper and printing to cut 
everyone's tax rate in half. Maybe it would work, but it's never been 
put to the test—and the way things look now, it never will be. 
Current practice more and more holds spelling exactly where it is, 
bad though it may be. It is a scientific law of language that if 
enough people make a “mistake,” the “mistake” becomes acceptable 
usage. That law applies to pronunciation, to grammar, to word 
meanings, but not to spelling. Maybe it's because of our misbegotten 
faith in, and worship of, the printed word—maybe it's because 
written language tends to be static, while spoken language 
constantly changes. Whatever the cause, spelling today successfully 
resists every logical effort at reform. “English spelling,” said 
Thorstein Veblen, “satisfies all the requirements of the canons of 
reputability under the law of conspicuous waste. It is archaic, 
cumbrous, and ineffective." Perfectly true. Notwithstanding, it's 
here to stay. 

Your most erudite friend doubtless misspells the name of the 
Hawaiian guitar. I asked half a dozen members of the English 
department of a large college to spell the word— without exception 
they responded with ukelele. Yet the only accepted form is ukulele. 

Judging from my experience with my classes at Rio Hondo 
College, half the population of the country must think the word is 
spelled alright. Seventy-five per cent of the members of my classes 
can't spell embarrassing or coolly. People will go on misspelling these 


four words, but the authorized spellings will remain impervious to 
change. 

Well, you know the one about Mohammed and the mountain. 
Though it's true that we have modernized spelling to a microscopic 
extent in the last eighty years (traveler, center, theater, medieval, 
labor, and honor, for example, have pretty much replaced traveller, 
centre, theatre, mediaeval, labour, and honour), still the resistance to 
change has not observably weakened. If spelling won't change, as it 
probably won't, those of us who consider ourselves poor spellers 
will have to. We'll just have to get up and go to the mountain. 

Is it hard to become a good speller? I have demonstrated over and 
over again in my classes that anyone of normal intelligence and 
average educational background can become a good speller in very 
little time. 

What makes the task so easy? 

First—investigations have proved that 95 per cent of the spelling 
errors that educated people make occur in just one hundred words. 
Not only do we all misspell the same words—but we misspell them 
in about the same way. 

Second—correct spelling relies exclusively on memory, and the 
most effective way to train memory is by means of association or, to 
use the technical term, mnemonics. 

If you fancy yourself an imperfect or even a terrible speller, the 
chances are very great that you've developed a complex solely 
because you misspell some or all of the hundred words with which 
this Intermission deals. When you have conquered this single list, 
and I shall immediately proceed to demonstrate how easy it is, by 
means of mnemonics, to do so, 95 per cent of your spelling 
difficulties will in all likelihood vanish. 

Let us start with twenty-five words from the list. In the first 
column you will find the correct spelling of each, and in the second 
column the simple mnemonic that will forevermore fix that correct 
spelling in your memory. 


CORRECT SPELLING MNEMONIC 


1. all right 


2. coolly 


3. supersede 


4. succeed 


5. proceed 


6. exceed 


7. cede, precede, 


recede, etc. 


8. procedure 


9. stationery 


10. stationary 


11. recommend 


12. separate 


13. comparative 


Two words, no matter what it means. Keep in 


mind that it's the opposite of all wrong. 


Of course you can spell cool—simply add the 


adverbial ending -ly. 


This is the only word in the language ending in 
-sede (the only one, mind you—there isn’t a 


single other one so spelled). 

The only three words in the entire 

language ending in -ceed. When you 

think of the three words in the order given 
here, the initial letters form the beginning of 
SPEED. 

All other words with a similar-sounding final 
syllable end in -cede. 

One of the double e’s of proceed moves to the 
end in the noun form, procedure. 

This is the word that means paper, and notice 
the -er in paper. 

In this spelling, the words means standing, and 
notice the -a in stand. 

Commend, which we all spell correctly, plus 
the prefix re-. 


Look for a rat in both words. 


14. 
15. 
16. 


I7. 


18. 
19. 


20. 


21. 


22. 
23. 


24. 


25. 


Whether or not you have much faith in your spelling ability, you 
will need very little time to conquer the preceding twenty-five 
demons. Spend a few minutes, now, on each of those words in the 
list that you're doubtful of, and then test your success by means of 
the exercise below. Perhaps to your astonishment, you will find it 


ecstasy 
analyze 


paralyze 
repetition 


irritable 


inimitable 


absence 


superintendent 


conscience 


anoint 


ridiculous 


despair 


to sy (sigh) with ecstasy 
The only two non-technical words in 
the whole language ending in -yze. 


First four letters identical with those in the 


allied form repeat. 

Think of allied forms irritate and 

imitate. 

Think of the allied form absent, and you will 
not be tempted to misspell it abscence. 

The superintendent in an apartment house 
collects the rent—thus you avoid 
superintendant. 

Science plus prefix con-. 

Think of an ointment, hence no double n. 
Think of the allied form ridicule, which we 
usually spell correctly, thus avoiding 
rediculous. 

Again, think of another form—desperate—and 


so avoid dispair. 


easy to make a high score. 


A test of your learning 


Instructions: After studying the preceding list of words, fill in the 
missing letters correctly. 


l.a right 

2. COO y 

3. super 

4. suc 

9. pro 

6. ex 

7. pre 

8. proc dure 

9. station ry (paper) 
10. station ry (still) 
11. sep rate 
12. compar tive 
13. re o end 
14. ecsta y 
15. anal e 
16. paral e 
17. rep tition 
18. irrit ble 
19. inimit ble 
20. ab ence 
21. superintend nt 
22. con nce 
23.a oint 
24. r diculous 
25. d spair 


Mere repetitious drill is of no value in learning to spell a word 
correctly. You’ve probably heard the one about the youngster who 
was kept after school because he was in the habit of using the 


ungrammatical expression "I have went." Miss X was going to cure 
her pupil, even if it required drastic measures. So she ordered him 
to write “I have gone" one thousand times. “Just leave your work on 
my desk before you go home,” she said, “and Pl find it when I come 
in tomorrow morning." Well, there were twenty pages of neat script 
on her desk next morning, one thousand lines of “I have gone’s,” 
and on the last sheet was a note from the child. “Dear Teacher,” it 
read, “I have done the work and I have went home." If this didn't 
actually happen, it logically could have, for in any drill, if the mind 
is not actively engaged, no learning will result. If you drive a car, or 
sew, or do any familiar and repetitious manual work, you know how 
your hands can carry on an accustomed task while your mind is far 
away. And if you hope to learn to spell by filling pages with a word, 
stop wasting your time. All you'll get for your trouble is writer's 
cramp. 

The only way to learn to spell those words that now plague you is to 
devise a mnemonic for each one. 

If you are never quite sure whether it's indispensible or 
indispensable, you can spell it out one hundred, one thousand, or one 
million times—and the next time you have occasion to write it in a 
sentence, you'll still wonder whether to end it with -ible or -able. But 
if you say to yourself just once that able people are generally 
indispensable, that thought will come to you whenever you need to 
spell the word; in a few seconds you've conquered another spelling 
demon. By engineering your own mnemonic through a study of the 
architecture of a troublesome word, you will become so quickly and 
completely involved with the correct spelling of that word that it 
will be impossible for you ever to be stumped again. 

Let us start at once. Below you will find another twenty-five 
words from the list of one hundred demons, each offered to you in 
both the correct form and in the popular misspelling. Go through 
the test quickly, checking off what you consider a proper choice in 
each case. In that way you will discover which of the twenty-five 
you would be likely to get caught on. Then devise a personal 
mnemonic for each word you flunked, writing your ingenious result 
out in the margin of the page. And don't be alarmed if some of your 


mnemonics turn out kind of silly—the sillier they are the more 
likely you are to recall them in an emergency. One of my pupils, 
who could not remember how many [l's to put into tranquillity (or is 
it tranquility?), shifted his mind into high gear and came up with 
this: “In the old days life was more tranquil than today, and people 
wrote with quills instead of fountain pens. Hence—tranquillity!” 
Another pupil, a girl who always chewed her nails over irresistible 
before she could decide whether to end it with -ible or -able, 
suddenly realized that a certain brand of lipstick was called 
irresistible, the point being of course that the only vowel in lipstick is 
i—hence, -ible! Silly, aren't they? But they work. Go ahead to the 
test now; and see how clever—or silly—you can be. 


SPELLING TEST 


1. a. supprise b. surprise 
2. a. inoculate b. innoculate 
3. a. definitely b. definately 
4. a. priviledge b. privilege 
5. a. incidently b. incidentally 
6. a. predictible b. predictable 
7. a. dissipate b. disippate 
8. a. descriminate b. discriminate 
9. a. description b. discription 
10. a. baloon b. balloon 
11. a. occurence b. occurrence 
12. a. truely b. truly 
13. a. arguement b. argument 


14. 
15. 
16. 
17. 
18. 
19. 
20. 
21. 
22. 
23. 
24. 
25. 


a. 


a. 


a. 


a. 


assistant 


. grammer 
. parallel 


. drunkeness 


suddeness 
embarassment 


weird 


. pronounciation 
. noticeable 

. developement 
. Vicious 


. insistent 


T Cc CO CO vC VF CO o Oc vc CO c 


. asisstant 

. grammar 

. paralell 

. drunkenness 

. suddenness 

. embarrassment 
. wierd 

. pronunciation 
. noticable 

. development 
. Viscious 


. insistant 


KEY: 1-b, 2-a, 3-a, 4-b, 5-b, 6-b, 7-a, 8-b, 9-a, 10-b, 11-b, 12-b, 
13-b, 14-a, 15-b, 16-a, 17-b, 18-b, 19-b, 20-a, 21-b, 22-a, 
23-b, 24-a, 25-a 


By now you're well on the way toward developing a definite 
superiority complex about your spelling—which isn't a half-bad 
thing, for ’ve learned, working with my students, that many people 
think they're awful spellers, and have completely lost faith in their 
ability, solely because they get befuddled over no more than two 
dozen or so common words that they use over and over again and 
always misspell. Every other word they spell perfectly, but they still 
think they're prize boobs in spelling until their self-confidence is 
restored. So if you're beginning to gain more assurance, you're on 
the right track. The conquest of the one hundred common words 
most frequently misspelled is not going to assure you that you will 
always come out top man in a spelling bee, but it's certain to clean 
up your writing and bolster your ego. 

So far you have worked with fifty of the one hundred spelling 
demons. Here, now, is the remainder of the list. Test yourself, or 
have someone who can keep a secret test you, and discover which 
ones are your Waterloo. Study each one you miss as if it were a 
problem in engineering. Observe how it's put together and devise 
whatever association pattern will fix the correct form in your mind. 

Happy spelling! 


SPELLING DEMONS 


These fifty words complete the list of one hundred words that 
most frequently stump the inexpert spellers: 


1. embarrassing 


. judgment 

. indispensable 
. disappear 

. disappoint 
corroborate 

. sacrilegious 

. tranquillity 

. exhilaration 
. newsstand 

. license 

. irresistible 

. persistent 

. dilemma 

. perseverance 
. until (but till) 
. tyrannize 

. vacillate 

. oscillate 

. accommodate 
. dilettante 

. changeable 

. accessible 

. forty 

. desirable 

. panicky 

. seize 

. leisure 

. receive 

. achieve 

. holiday 

. existence 

. pursue 

. pastime 


35 


. possesses 
36. 
97. 
38. 
39. 
40. 
41. 
42. 
43. 
44. 
45. 
46. 
47. 
48. 
49. 
50. 


professor 
category 
rhythmical 
vacuum 
benefited 
committee 
grievous 
conscious 
plebeian 
tariff 
sheriff 
connoisseur 
necessary 
sergeant 
misspelling 


15 


HOW TO TALK ABOUT WHAT GOES ON 


(Sessions 42—44) 


TEASER PREVIEW 


What verb, ending in -ate, means: 
to exhaust? 

to scold severely? 

to deny oneself? 

to repeat the main points? 

to be a victim of mental or intellectual stagnation? 
to pretend? 

to hint? 

to make (something) easier to bear? 
to show sympathy? 

to waver indecisively? 


SESSION 42 


WORDS are symbols of ideas—and we have been learning, 
discussing, and working with words as they revolve around certain 
basic concepts. 

Starting with an idea (personality types, doctors, occupations, 
science, lying, actions, speech, insults, compliments, etc.), we have 
explored the meanings and uses of ten basic words; then, working 
from each word, we have wandered off toward any ideas and 
additional words that a basic word might suggest, or toward any 
other words built on the same Latin or Greek roots. 

By this natural and logical method, you have been able to make 
meaningful and lasting contact with fifty to a hundred or more 
words in each chapter. And you have discovered, I think, that while 
five isolated words may be difficult to learn in one day, fifty to a 
hundred or more related words are easy to learn in a few sessions. 

In this session we learn words that tell what's going on, what's 
happening, what people do to each other or to themselves, or what 
others do to them. 


IDEAS 


1. complete exhaustion 


You have stayed up all night. And what were you doing? Playing 
poker, a very pleasant way of whiling away time? No. Engaging in 
some creative activity, like writing a short story, planning a political 
campaign, discussing fascinating questions with friends? No. 

The examples I have offered are exciting or stimulating—as 
psychologists have discovered, it is not work or effort that causes 


fatigue, but boredom, frustration, or a similar feeling. 

You have stayed up all night with a very sick husband, wife, 
child, or dear friend. And despite all your ministrations, the patient 
is sinking. You can see how this long vigil contains all the elements 
of frustration that contribute to mental, physical, and nervous 
fatigue. 

And so you are bushed—but completely bushed. Your exhaustion 
is mental, it is physiological, it is emotional. 

What verb expresses the effect of the night's frustrations on you? 


to enervate 


2. tongue-lashing 


You suddenly see the flashing red light as you glance in your rear- 
view mirror. It's the middle of the night, yet the police flasher is 
clear as day—and then you hear the low growl of the siren. So you 
pull over, knowing you were speeding along at 70 on the 55-mile- 
an-hour-limit freeway—after all, there was not another car in sight 
on the deserted stretch of road you were traveling. 

The cop is pleasant, courteous, smiling; merely asks for your 
driver's license and registration; even says "Please." 

Feeling guilty and stupid, you become irritated. So what do you 
do? 

You lash out at the officer with all the verbal vituperation welling 
up in you from your self-anger. You scold him harshly for not 
spending his time looking for violent criminals instead of harassing 
innocent motorists; you call into question his honesty, his ambition, 
his fairness, even his ancestry. To no avail, of course—you stare at 
the traffic ticket morosely as the police cruiser pulls away. 

What verb describes how you reacted? 


to castigate 


3. altruistic 


Phyllis is selfless and self-sacrificing. Her husband's needs and 
desires come first—even when they conflict with her own. Clothes 
for her two daughters are her main concern—even if she has to wear 
a seven-year-old coat and outmoded dresses so that Paula and 
Evelyn can look smart and trim. At the dinner table, she heaps 
everyone's plate—while she herself often goes without. Phyllis will 
deny herself, will scrimp and save—all to the end that she may offer 
her husband and children the luxuries that her low self-esteem does 
not permit her to give herself. 

What verb expresses what Phyllis does? 


to self-abnegate 


4. repetition 


You have delivered a long, complicated lecture to your class, and 
now, to make sure that they will remember the important points, 
you restate the key ideas, the main thoughts. You offer, in short, a 
kind of brief summary, step by step, omitting all extraneous details. 

What verb best describes what you do? 


to recapitulate 


5. no joie de vivre 


Perhaps you wake up some gloomy Monday morning (why is it 
that Monday is always the worst day of the week?) and begin to 
think of the waste of the last five years. Intellectually, there has 
been no progress—you've read scarcely half a dozen books, haven't 
made one new, exciting friend, haven't had a startling or unusual 
thought. Economically, things are no better—same old debts to 
meet, same old hundred dollars in the bank, same old job, same old 
routine of the eight-to-five workdays, the tuna fish or chicken salad 
sandwich for lunch, the same dreary ride home. What a life! No 
change, nothing but routine, sameness, monotony—and for what? 


(By now you'd better get up—this type of thinking never leads 
anywhere, as you've long since learned.) 
What verb describes how you think you live? 


to vegetate 


6. pretense 


Your neighbor, Mrs. Brown, pops in without invitation to tell you 
of her latest troubles with (a) her therapist, (b) her hairdresser, (c) 
her husband, (d) her children, and/or (e) her gynecologist. 

Since Florence Brown is dull to the point of ennui, and anyway 
you have a desk piled high with work you were planning to light 
into, you find it difficult to concentrate on what she is saying. 
However, you do not wish to offend her by sending her packing, or 
even by appearing to be uninterested, so you pretend rapt attention, 
nodding wisely at what you hope are the right places. 

What verb describes this feigning of interest? 


to simulate 


T. slight hint, no more 


You are an author and are discussing with your editor the possible 
avenues of publicity and advertising for your new book. At one 
point in the conversation the editor makes several statements which 
might—or might not—be construed to mean that the company is 
going to promote the book heavily. For example, “If we put some 
real money behind this, we might sell a few copies," or “I wonder if 
it would be a good idea to get you on a few talk shows ..." No 
unequivocal commitments, no clear-cut promises, only the slight 
and oblique mention of possibilities. 

What verb expresses what the editor is doing? 

to intimate 


8. helpful 


Aspirin doesn’t cure any diseases. Yet this popular and 
inexpensive drug is universally used to lighten and relieve various 
unpleasant symptoms of disease: aches and pains, fever, 
inflammations, etc. 

What verb expresses the action of aspirin? 


to alleviate 


9. when the bell tolls 
John Donne's lines (made famous by Ernest Hemingway): 


No man is an Iland, intire of it selfe; every man is a peece of the 
Continent, a part of the maine; if a Clod bee washed away by the 
Sea, Europe is the lesse, as well as if a Promontorie were, as well 
as if a Mannor of thy friends or of thine owne were; any mans 
death diminishes me, because I am involved in Mankinde; And 
therefore never send to know for whom the bell tolls; It tolls for 
thee. 


are truer than you may think; any person who views another's pain 
with complete detachment or indifference is shutting off important 
feelings. 

When people have suffered a bereavement (as through death); 
when they have been wounded by life or by friends; then is the time 
they most need to feel that they are not alone, that you share their 
misery with them even if you cannot directly alleviate their sorrow. 
Your sympathy and compassion are, of course, alleviation enough. 

What verb signifies this vicarious sharing of sorrow with someone 
who directly suffers? 


to commiserate 


10. when two men propose 


Should you marry John or George? (You're strongly and equally 
attracted to both.) John is handsome, virile, tender; George is stable, 
reliable, dependable, always there when you need him. George loves 
you deeply; John is more exciting. You decide on John, naturally. 

But wait—marrying John would mean giving up George, and with 
George you always know where you stand; he's like the Rock of 
Gibraltar (and sometimes almost as dull). So you change your mind 
—it's George, on more mature reflection. 

But how happy can you be with a husband who is not exciting? 
Maybe John would be best after all.... 

The pendulum swings back and forth—you cannot make up your 
mind and stick to it. (You fail to realize that your indecision proves 
that you don't want to marry either one, or perhaps don't want to 
give either one up, or possibly don't even want to get married.) First 
it’s John, then it's George, then back to John, then George again. 
Which is it, which is it? 

What verb describes your pendulum-like indecision? 


to vacillate 


USING THE WORDS 


Can you pronounce the words? 


1. enervate EN’-or-vayt’ 

2. castigate KAS’-ta-gayt’ 

3. self-abnegate self-AB'-no-gayt' 

4. recapitulate ree'-ko-PICH'-o-layt" 
5. vegetate VEJ'"-o-tayt" 

6. simulate SIM'"-yo-layt" 

7. intimate IN'-to-mayt" 


8. alleviate 9-LEE"-vee-ayt" 
9. commiserate ko-MIZ'-o-rayt 


10. vacillate VAS'-o-layt 


Can you work with the words? 


1. enervate a. deny oneself 
2. castigate b. stagnate 

3. self-abnegate c. suggest; hint 
4. recapitulate d. sympathize 

5. vegetate e. waver 

6. simulate f. exhaust 

7. intimate g. lessen; lighten 
8. alleviate h. summarize 

9. commiserate i. pretend 


10. vacillate j. censure; scold; slash at verbally 


KEY: 1-f, 2-j, 3-a, 4-h, 5-b, 6-i, 7-c, 8-g, 9-d, 10-e 


Do you understand the words? (I) 


1 


10. 


. Should you feel enervated after a good night's sleep? 


YES NO 


. Do motorists who have been caught speeding sometimes start 


castigating the traffic officer? 
YES | NO 


. Do people who are completely self-abnegating say “No!” to their 


needs and desires? 
YES NO 


. When you recapitulate, do you cover new material? 


YES NO 


. Do people possessed of joie de vivre usually feel that they are 


vegetating? 
YES NO 


. When you simulate alertness, do you purposely act somnolent? 


YES NO 


. When you intimate, do you make a direct statement? 


YES NO 


. Does aspirin often have an alleviating effect on pain? 


YES NO 


. Do we naturally commiserate with people who have suffered a 


bereavement? 

YES | NO 

Do decisive people often vacillate? 
YES | NO 


KEY: 1-no, 2-yes, 3-yes, 4-no, 5-no, 6-no, 7-no, 8-yes, 9-yes, 10- 
no 


Do you understand the words? (Il) 


1. enervated—exhilarated 
SAME OPPOSITE 

2. castigate—praise 
SAME OPPOSITE 

3. self-abnegate—deny oneself 
SAME OPPOSITE 

4. recapitulate—summarize 
SAME OPPOSITE 

5. vegetate—stagnate 
SAME OPPOSITE 

6. simulate—pretend 
SAME OPPOSITE 

7. intimate—hint 
SAME OPPOSITE 

8. alleviate—make worse 
SAME OPPOSITE 

9. commiserate—sympathize 
SAME OPPOSITE 

10. vacillate—decide 

SAME OPPOSITE 


KEY: 1-O, 2-O, 3-S, 4-5, 5-5, 6-5, 7-5, 8-O, 9-5, 10-0 


Can you recall the words? 


1. pretend 
1.S 
2. scold 
2. G 
3. sacrifice one's desires 
3.8 
4. waver 
4. V 
5. exhaust 
5.E 
6. sympathize 
6.C 
7. summarize 
7.R 
8. lighten 
8.A 
9. hint 
9.T 
10. stagnate 
10. V 


KEY: 1-simulate, 2-castigate, 3-self-abnegate, 4-vacillate, 5- 
enervate, 6-commiserate, 7-recapitulate, 8-alleviate, 9- 
intimate, 10-vegetate 


(End of Session 42) 


SESSION 43 


ORIGINS AND RELATED WORDS 


1. more than fatigue 


When you are enervated, you feel as if your nerves have been 
ripped out—or so the etymology of the word indicates. 

Enervate is derived from e- (ex-), out, and Latin nervus, nerve. 
Enervation (en'-ar-VAY'-shon) is not just fatigue, but complete 
devitalization—physical, emotional, mental—as if every ounce of 
the life force has been sapped out, as if the last particle of energy 
has been drained away. 

Despite its similar appearance to the word energy, enervation is 
almost a direct antonym. Energy is derived from the Greek prefix en-, 
in, plus the root ergon, work; erg is the term used in physics for a 
unit of work or energy. Synergism (SIN'-or-jiz-om)—the prefix syn-, 
together or with, plus ergon—is the process by which two or more 
substances or drugs, by working together, produce a greater effect in 
combination than the sum total of their individual effects. 

Alcohol, for example, is a depressant. So are barbiturates and 
other soporifics. Alcohol and barbiturates work synergistically (sin’- 
or-JIS’-tik’-lee)—the effect of each is increased by the other if the 
two are taken together. 

So if you're drinking, don't take a sleeping pill—or if you must 
take a pill for your insomnia, don't drink—the combination, if not 
lethal, will do more to you than you may want done! 

Synergy (SIN'-or-jee), by the way, is an alternate form of synergism. 


2. verbal punishment 


Castigate is derived from a Latin verb meaning to punish; in 
present-day usage, the verb generally refers to verbal punishment, 
usually harsh and severe. It is somewhat synonymous with scold, 
criticize, rebuke, censure, reprimand, or berate, but much stronger than 
any of these—rail at, rant at, slash at, lash out at, or tongue-lash is a 
much closer synonym. When candidates for office castigate their 
opponents, they do not mince words. 

Can you construct the noun form of castigate? 


3. saying “No!” to oneself 


Abnegate is derived from Latin ab-, away (as in absent), plus nego, 
to deny—self-abnegation (ab'-no-GAY'-shon), then, is self-denial. 
Nego itself is a contraction of Latin neg-, not, no, and aio, I say; to be 
self-abnegating is to say “No!” to what you want, as if some inner 
censor were at work whispering, ^No, you can't have that, you can't 
do that, you don't deserve that, you're not good enough for that...." 

To negate (na-GAYT") is to deny the truth or existence of, as in 
"The atheist negates God"; or, by extension, to destroy by working 
against, as in, “His indulgence in expensive hobbies negates all his 
wife’s attempts to keep the family solvent.” Can you write the noun 
form of the verb negate? 

Negative and negativity obviously epus from the same source as 
negate. 


4. heads and headings 


Latin caput, capitis means head. The captain is the head of any 
group; the capital is the “head city" of a state or nation; and to 
decapitate (dee-KAP'-o-tayt') is to chop off someone's head, a popular 
activity during the French Revolution after the guillotine was 
invented. Write the noun form of decapitate: 

Latin capitulum is a little head, or, by extension, the heading: or 
title, of a chapter. So when you recapitulate, you go through the 


chapter headings again (re-) etymologically speaking, or you 
summarize or review the main points. 

Remembering how the noun and adjective forms are derived from 
adulate (Chapter 9), can you write the required forms of recapitulate? 


NOUN: 


ADJECTIVE: ; 

When you capitulate (ko-PICH'-o-layt, etymologically you 
arrange in headings, or, as the meaning of the verb naturally 
evolved, you arrange conditions of surrender, as when an army 
capitulates to the enemy forces under prearranged conditions; or, by 
further natural extension, you stop resisting and give up, as in, “He 
realized there was no longer any point in resisting her advances, so 
he reluctantly capitulated." Can you write the noun form of 
capitulate? 


5. mere vegetables 


Vegetable is from Latin vegeto, to live and grow, which is what 
vegetables do—but that's all they do, so to vegetate, is, by 
implication, to do no more than stay alive, stuck in a rut, leading an 
inactive, unstimulating, emotionally and intellectually stagnant 
existence. Vegetation (vej'-o-TAY'-shon) is any dull, passive, stagnant 
existence; also any plant life, as the thick vegetation of a jungle. 


REVIEW OF ETYMOLOGY 


PREFIX, ROOT, SUFFIX MEANING 
1. e- (ex-) out 
ENGLISH WORD 


2. nervus nerve 


ENGLISH WORD 
3. en- 
ENGLISH WORD 
4. ergon 
ENGLISH WORD 
9. Syn- 
ENGLISH WORD 
6. -ic 
ENGLISH WORD 
7. -ion 
ENGLISH WORD 
8. ab- 
ENGLISH WORD 
9. nego 


ENGLISH WORD 


10. caput, capitis 


ENGLISH WORD 
11. de- 
ENGLISH WORD 
12. capitulum 
ENGLISH WORD 
13. re- 


ENGLISH WORD 


in 


work 


with, together 


adjective suffix 


noun suffix 


away 


to deny 


head 


negative prefix 


little head, chapter heading 


again 


14. 


-Ory 


ENGLISH WORD 


15. vegeto 


ENGLISH WORD 


USING THE WORDS 


Can you pronounce the words? 


O ODN WD OF FB ÙU N e 


= =m = = n 
AA C N e O 


. enervation 

. synergism 

. Synergy 

. synergistic 

. castigation 

. self-abnegation 
. negate 

. negation 

. decapitate 

. decapitation 

. recapitulation 
. recapitulatory 
. capitulate 


. capitulation 


adjective suffix 


to live and grow 


en'-or-VAY'-shon 
SIN'-or-jiz-om 
SIN’-ar-jee 
sin’-or-JIS’-tik 
kas'-to-GAY'-shon 
self-ab'-no-GAY'-shoan 
no-GAYT’ 

no-GAY’-shen 
dee-KAP"-o-tayt" 
dee-kap'-o-TAY'"-shoan 
ree-ka-pich'-o-LAY'"-shon 
ree-ko-PICH"-o-lo-tawr"-ee 
ko-PICH'-e-layt' 
ko-pich'-o-LAY'-shon 


Can you work with the words? 


= 


. enervation 
2. synergism, synergy 


3. castigation 
4. self-abnegation 
5. negation 


6. decapitation 


7. recapitulation 


8. capitulation 


a. tongue-lashing 

b. denial; destruction 

c. a lopping off of one’s head 

d. summary; review of main 
points 

e. self-denial 


f. utter exhaustion; mental, 


emotional, and physical drain 


g. a working together for greater 
effect 


h. surrender 


KEY: 1-f, 2-h, 3-a, 4-e, 5-b, 6-c, 7-d, 8-g 


Do you understand the words? 


1. enervating—refreshing 
SAME OPPOSITE 

2. synergistic—neutralizing 
SAME OPPOSITE 

3. castigation—scolding 
SAME OPPOSITE 

4. self-abnegation—egoism 
SAME OPPOSITE 

9. negate—accept 
SAME OPPOSITE 

6. decapitate—behead 
SAME OPPOSITE 

7. recapitulatory—summarizing 
SAME OPPOSITE 

8. capitulate—resist 
SAME OPPOSITE 


KEY: 1-O, 2-O, 3-S, 4-O, 5-O, 6-5, 7-5, 8-O 


Can you recall the words? 


1. 


2. 


10. 


to give in 
1. @ 

working together for greater effect (adj. ) 
2. S 


. total fatigue 


3. E 


. for the purpose of summarizing or review (adj. ) 


4. R 


. self-denial 


3. S -A 


. deny; render ineffective; nullify 


6. N 


. process by which two or more substances produce a greater 


effect than the sum of the individual effects 
7.S 
or S 


. to cut off the head of 


8. D 


. Strong censure 


9.C 
to surrender 
10. C 


KEY: 1-capitulate, 2-synergistic, 3-enervation, 4-recapitulatory, 5- 
self-abnegation, 6-negate, 7-synergism or synergy, 8- 
decapitate, 9-castigation, 10-capitulate 


(End of Session 43) 


SESSION 44 


ORIGINS AND RELATED WORDS 


1. not the real McCoy 


Simulate is from Latin simulo, to copy; and simulo itself derives 
from the Latin adjectives similis, like or similar. 

Simulation (sim’-ya-LAY’-shen), then, is copying the real thing, 
pretending to be the genuine article by taking on a similar 
appearance. The simulation of joy is quite a feat when you really feel 
depressed. 

Genuine pearls grow inside oysters; simulated pearls are synthetic, 
but look like the ones from oysters. (Rub a pearl against your teeth 
to tell the difference—the natural pearl feels gritty.) So the frequent 
advertisement of an inexpensive necklace made of "genuine 
simulated pearls" can fool you if you don’t know the word—you're 
being offered a genuine fake. 

Dissimulation (da-sim’-ya-LAY’-shen) is something else! When you 
dissimulate (da-SIM’-ya-layt’), you hide your true feelings by making 
a pretense of opposite feelings. (Then again, maybe it's not 
something completely else!) 

Sycophants are great dissimulators—they may feel contempt, but 
show admiration; they may feel negative, but express absolutely 
positive agreement. 

A close synonym of dissimulate is dissemble (do-SEM'"-bal), which 
also is to hide true feelings by pretending the opposite; or, 
additionally, to conceal facts, or one's true intentions, by deception; 
or, still further additionally, to pretend ignorance of facts you'd 
rather not admit, when, indeed, you're fully aware of them. 


The noun is dissemblance (do-SEM"-blons). 
In dissimulate and dissemble, the negative prefix dis- acts largely to 
make both words pejorative. 


2. hints and helps 


The verb intimate is from Latin intimus, innermost, the same root 
from which the adjective intimate (IN'-to-mot) and its noun intimacy 
(IN^-to-mo-see) are derived; but the relationship is only in 
etymology, not in meaning. An intimation (in'-to-MAY'-shon) 
contains a significance buried deep in the innermost core, only a 
hint showing. As you grow older, you begin to have intimations that 
you are mortal; when someone aims a .45 at you, or when a truck 
comes roaring down at you as you drive absent-mindedly against a 
red light through an intersection, you are suddenly very sure that 
you are mortal. 

Alleviate is a combination of Latin levis, light (not heavy), the 
prefix ad-, to, and the verb suffix. (Ad- changes to al- before a root 
starting with l-.) 

If something alleviates your pain, it makes your pain lighter for 
you; if I alleviate your sadness, I make it lighter to bear; and if you 
need some alleviation (o-lee'-vee-AY'-shon) of your problems, you 
need them made lighter and less burdensome. To alleviate is to 
relieve only temporarily, not to cure or do away with. (Relieve is 
also from levis, plus re-, again—to make light or easy again.) The 
adjective form of alleviate is alleviative (9-LEE’-vee-ay’-tiv)—aspirin 
is an alleviative drug. 

Anything light will rise—so from the prefix e- (ex-), out, plus levis, 
we can construct the verb elevate, etymologically, to raise out, or, 
actually, raise up, as to elevate one's spirits, raise them up, make 
them lighter; or elevate someone to a higher position, which is what 
an elevator does. 

Have you ever seen a performance of magic in which a person or 
an object apparently rises in the air as if floating? That's levitation 


(lev'^-o-TAY'"-shon)—rising through no visible means. (I’ve watched it 
a dozen times and never could figure it out!) The verb, to so rise, is 
levitate (LEV'-o-tayt"). 

And how about levity (LEV'-a-tee)? That's lightness too, but of a 
different sort—lightness in the sense of frivolity, flippancy, joking, 
or lack of seriousness, especially when solemnity, dignity, or 
formality is required or more appropriate, as in “tones of levity,” or 
as in, "Levity is out of place at a funeral, in a house of worship, at 
the swearing-in ceremonies of a President or Supreme Court 
Justice," or as in, “Okay, enough levity—now let's get down to 
business!" 


3. sharing someone's misery 


Latin miser, wretched, the prefix con- (which, as you know, 
becomes com- before a root beginning with m-), together or with, 
and the verb suffix -ate are the building blocks from which 
commiserate is constructed. “I commiserate with you,” then, means, “I 
am wretched together with you—I share your misery." The noun 
form? 

Miser, miserly, miserable, misery all come from the same root. 


4. swing and sway 


Vacillate—note the single c, double [—derives from Latin vacillo, 
to swing back and forth. The noun form? 

People who swing back and forth in idees who are 
irresolute, who can, unfortunately, see both, or even three or four, 
sides of every question, and so have difficulty making up their 
minds, are vacillatory (VAS'-o-lo-tawr'-ee). They are also, usually, 
ambivalent (am-BIV’-3-lant)—they have conflicting and simultaneous 
emotions about the same person or thing; or they want to go but 
they also want to stay; or they love something, but they hate it too. 


The noun is ambivalence (am-BIV'-o-lons)—from ambi both. 
(Remember ambivert and ambidextrous from Chapter 3?) 

Ambivalence has best been defined (perhaps by Henny Youngman 
—if he didn’t say it first, he should have) as watching your mother- 
in-law drive over a cliff in your new Cadillac. 

To vacillate is to swing mentally or emotionally. To sway back and 
forth physically is oscillate—again note the double |—(OS"-o-layt"), 
from Latin oscillum, a swing. A pendulum oscillates, the arm of a 
metronome oscillates, and people who've had much too much to 
drink oscillate when they try to walk. The noun? 


REVIEW OF ETYMOLOGY 


PREFIX, ROOT, SUFFIX MEANING 

1. simulo to copy 
ENGLISH WORD 

2. similis like, similar 
ENGLISH WORD 

3. dis- pejorative prefix 
ENGLISH WORD 

4. ad- (al-) to, toward 
ENGLISH WORD 

5. levis light 
ENGLISH WORD 

6. -ate verb suffix 
ENGLISH WORD 


7. -ion noun suffix 


ENGLISH WORD 
8. e- (ex-) 
ENGLISH WORD 
9. intimus 
ENGLISH WORD 

10. miser 
ENGLISH WORD 
11. vacillo 
ENGLISH WORD 
12. ambi- 
ENGLISH WORD 
13. oscillum 


ENGLISH WORD 


USING THE WORDS 


Can you pronounce the words? 


1. simulation 
2. dissimulate 


3. dissimulation 


4. dissemble 


5. dissemblance 


6. intimation 


out 


innermost 


wretched 


to swing back and forth 


both 


a swing 


sim’-yo-LAY’-shon 
do-SIM"-yo-layt' 
da-sim'-yo-LAY'-shon 
da-SEM’-bal 
do-SEM"-blons 
in'-toa-MAY'-shon 


. alleviation 

. alleviative 

. levitate 

. levitation 

. levity 

. commiseration 
. vacillation 

. vacillatory 

. ambivalent 
. ambivalence 
. oscillate 


. oscillation 


9-lee'"-vee-AY'-shon 
9-LEE"-vee-ay'"-tiv 
LEV’-a-tayt’ 
lev'-o-TAY'-shon 
LEV’-a-tee 
ko-miz'-o-RAY'-shon 
vas'-9-LAY'-shon 
VAS'-2-lo-tawr'-ee 
am-BIV"-o-lont 
am-BIV'-o-lons 
OS’-a-layt’ 
os'-9-LAY'-shon 


Can you work with the words? (I) 


1 


N 


simulation 
dissemble 
intimation 


alleviation 


levitate 


levity 


a. hint 

b. flippancy or joking when 
seriousness is required 

c. a sharing of grief 

d. physical swaying; swinging 
action, as of a pendulum 

e. a swinging back and forth in 
indecision 


f. pretense 


7. commiseration 


8. vacillation 


9. ambivalence 


10. oscillation 


g. conflicted and contrary 
feelings 

h. rise in the air (as by magic or 
illusion) 

i. pretend 

j. a lightening; a making less 


severe 


KEY: 1-f, 2-i, 3-a, 4-j, 5-h, 6-b, 7-c, 8-e, 9-g, 10-d 


Can you work with the words? (Il) 


1. dissimulate a. pretense of ignorance 
2. dissemblance b. a rising and floating in air 


UM c. having simultaneous and 
3. alleviative 
contrary feelings 


"TN d. tending to swing back and 
4. levitation M Ee 
forth in indecision 


e. to swing back and forth like a 
5. vacillatory En 
pendulum 


f. to hide real feelings by 
6. ambivalent 
pretending opposite feelings 


g. tending to ease (pain, burdens, 
7. oscillate 
suffering, etc.) 


KEY: 1-f, 2-a, 3-g, 4-b, 5-d, 6-c, 7-e 


Do you understand the words? 


1. simulated—genuine 
SAME OPPOSITE 

2. dissimulate—pretend 
SAME OPPOSITE 

3. dissemble—be truthful 
SAME OPPOSITE 

4. intimation—hint 
SAME OPPOSITE 

5. alleviation—reduction 
SAME OPPOSITE 

6. levitate—sink 
SAME OPPOSITE 

7. levity—flippancy 
SAME OPPOSITE 

8. vacillation—decisiveness 
SAME OPPOSITE 

9. ambivalent—confused 
SAME OPPOSITE 

10. oscillate—sway 

SAME OPPOSITE 


KEY: 1-O, 2-S, 3-O, 4-5, 5-5, 6-O, 7-S, 8-O, 9-S, 10-S 


Can you recall the words? 


1. to swing back and forth 
1.0 

2. feeling both ways at the same time (adj.) 
2.A 

3. to conceal real feelings 
3.D 
or D 

4. pretense 
4.8 

5. to pretend ignorance though knowing the facts 
o. D 

6. joking; frivolity; flippancy 
6.L 

7. indecisive 
7. V 
or V 

8. to rise in the air, as by illusion 
8.L 

9. tending to ease (pain, etc.) (adj.) 
9. A 
or A 

10. a sharing of another's grief 
10. C 


KEY: 1-oscillate, 2-ambivalent, 3-dissimulate or dissemble, 4- 


simulation, 5-dissemble, 6-levity, 7-vacillatory or vacillating, 
8-levitate, 9-alleviative or alleviating, 10-commiseration 


CHAPTER REVIEW 


A. Do you recognize the words? 


1. 


Complete exhaustion: 
(a) synergism, (b) enervation, (c) negation 


. Co-operation in producing effects: 


(a) synergy, (b) castigation, (c) capitulation 


. Lop off the head of: 


(a) castigate, (b) capitulate, (c) decapitate 


. deny; render ineffective: 


(a) castigate, (b) negate, (c) recapitulate 


. Stagnate: 


(a) intimate, (b) simulate, (c) vegetate 


. concealment of true feelings: 


(a) simulation, (b) dissimulation, (c) dissemblance 


. sympathy: 


(a) levity, (b) ambivalence, (c) commiseration 


. indecisiveness: 


(a) vacillation, (b) oscillation, (c) dissimulation 


. aware of contrary feelings: 


(a) alleviative, (b) dissimulating, (c) ambivalent 


KEY: 1-b, 2-a, 3-c, 4-b, 5-c, 6-b and c, 7-c, 8-a, 9-c 


B. Can you recognize roots? 


ROOT 
l. nervus 
EXAMPLE enervate 
2. ergon 
EXAMPLE energy 
3. nego 
EXAMPLE Self-abnegation 
4. caput, capitis 
EXAMPLE decapitate 
5. capitulum 
EXAMPLE recapitulate 
6. vegeto 
EXAMPLE vegetate 
7. simulo 
EXAMPLE dissimulate 
8. similis 
EXAMPLE Similarity 


9. levis 


MEANING 


EXAMPLE levity 

10. intimus 

EXAMPLE intimation 
11. miser 

EXAMPLE commiserate 
12. vacillo 

EXAMPLE vacillate 

13. ambi- 

EXAMPLE ambivalent 
14. oscillum 


EXAMPLE oscillate 


KEY:  1-nerve, 2-work, 3-deny, 4-head, 5-little head, chapter 
heading, 6-live and grow, 7-to copy, 8-like, similar, 9-light, 
10-innermost, 11-wretched, 12-swing back and forth, 13- 
both, 14-a swing 


TEASER QUESTIONS FOR THE AMATEUR 
ETYMOLOGIST 


We have previously met the Greek prefix syn-, together or with, in 
synonym (“names together") and sympathy (“feeling with"), and 
again in this chapter in synergism (“working together"). 

Syn- is a most useful prefix to know. Like Latin con-, (together or 
with) and ad- (to, toward), the final letter changes depending on the 
first letter of the root to which it is attached. Syn- becomes sym- 
before b, m, and p. 

Can you construct some words using syn-, or sym-? 

1. Etymologically, Jews are “led together” in a house of worship 
(agogos, leading). Can you construct the word for this temple or 
place of worship? 

2. There is a process by which dissimilar organisms live together 
(bios, life) in close association, each in some way helping, and 
getting help from, the other (like the shark and the pilot fish). What 
word, ending in -sis, designates such a process? 

What would the adjective form be? 

3. Using Greek phone, sound, write the word that etymologically 
refers to a musical composition in which the sounds of all 
instruments are in harmony together . Using the suffix 
-ic, write the adjective form of this word: 

4. Combine sym- with metron, measurement, to mme a word 
designating similarity of shape on both sides (i.e., “measurement 
together"): 


Write the adjective form of this word: 

5. Syn- plus dromos, a running, are the building blocks of a 
medical word designating a group of symptoms that occur (i.e., run) 
together in certain diseases. Can you figure out the word? 


6. The same dromos, a running, combines with Greek hippos, 
horse, to form a word referring to a place in ancient Greece in 
which horse and chariot races were run. The word? 

7. Hippos, horse, plus Greek potamos, river, combine to fon a 
word designating one of the three pachyderms we discussed in an 
earlier chapter. The word? 


(Answers in Chapter 18.) 


PICKING YOUR FRIENDS' BRAINS 


You can build your vocabulary, I have said, by increasing your 
familiarity with new ideas and by becoming alert to the new words 
you meet in your reading of magazines and books. 

There is still another productive method, one that will be 
particularly applicable in view of all the new words you are learning 
from your study of these pages. 

That method is picking your friends' brains. 

Intelligent people are interested in words because words are 
symbols of ideas, and the person with an alert mind is always 
interested in ideas. 

You may be amazed, if you have never tried it, to find that you 
can stir up an animated discussion by asking, in a social group that 
you attend, ^What does mean?" (Use any word that 
particularly fascinates you.) Someone in the group is likely to know, 
and almost everyone will be willing to make a guess. From that 
point on, others in the group will ask questions about their own 
favorite words (most people do have favorites), or about words that 
they themselves have in some manner recently learned. As the 
discussion continues along these lines, you will be introduced to 


new words yourself, and if your friends have fairly good 
vocabularies you may strike a rich vein of pay dirt and come away 
with a large number of words to add to your vocabulary. 

This method of picking your friends' brains is particularly fruitful 
because you will be learning not from a page of print (as in this 
book or as in your other reading) but from real live persons—the 
same sources that children use to increase their vocabularies at such 
prodigious rates. No learning is quite as effective as the learning 
that comes from other people—no information in print can ever be 
as vivid as information that comes from another human being. And 
so the words you pick up from your friends will have an amazingly 
strong appeal, will make a lasting impression on your mind. 

Needless to say, your own rich vocabulary, now that you have 
come this far in the book, will make it possible for you to contribute 
to your friends’ vocabulary as much as, if not more than, you take 
away—but since giving to others is one of the greatest sources of a 
feeling of self-worth, you can hardly complain about this extra 
dividend. 


(End of Session 44) 


— —— Brief Intermission Nine 


TAKE THIS SPELLING TEST 


Even in the most painstakingly edited of magazines, a silly little 
misspelling of a perfectly common word will occasionally appear. 
How the error eluded the collective and watchful eyes of the editor, 
the associate editor, the assistant editor, the typesetter, and the 
proofreader, no one will ever know—for practically every reader of 
the magazine spots it at once and writes an indignant letter, 
beginning: “Didn’t you ever go to school ...?” 

Even if you went to school, you’re going to have plenty of trouble 
spotting the one misspelled word in each group below. And not one 
of these words will be a demon like sphygmomanometer (a device for 
measuring blood pressure) or piccalilli (a highly seasoned relish), 
which no one would ever dare spell without first checking with a 
dictionary. On the contrary, every word will be of the common or 
garden variety that you might use every day in your social or 
business correspondence. 

Nevertheless, you’re letting yourself in for ten minutes of real 
trouble, for you will be working with fifty particularly difficult 
spelling words. So put on your thinking cap before you begin. 

A half-dozen high school teachers who took this test were able to 
make an average score of only five proper choices. Can you do 
better? Six or seven right is very good, eight or nine right is excellent, 
and 100 per cent success marks you as an absolute expert in English 
spelling. 

Check the only misspelled word in each group. 


A: 1-surprise, 2-disappear, 3-innoculate, 4-description, 5- 
recommend 

B: 1-privilege, 2-separate, 3-incidentally, 4—-dissipate, 5-occurence 

C: 1-analize, 2-argument, 3-assistant, 4-comparative, 5-truly 

D: 1-grammar, 2-drunkeness, 4-parallel, 4-sacrilegious, 5- 
conscience 

E: 1- precede, 2-exceed, 3-accede, 4-procede, 5-concede 

F: 1-pronunciation, 2-noticable, 3-desirable, 4—holiday, 5-anoint 

G: 1-wierd, 2-seize, 3-achieve, 4-receive, 5-leisure 

H: 1-superintendent, 2-persistent, 3-resistant, 4-insistent, 5— 
perseverence 

I: 1-accessible, 2-permissible, 3-inimitable, 4-irresistable, 5— 
irritable 

J: 1-pursue, 2-pastime, 3-kidnapped, 4-rhythmical, 5-exhillarate 


KEY: A-3 (inoculate), B-5 (occurrence), C-1 (analyze), D-2 
(drunkenness), E-4 (proceed), F-2 (noticeable), G-1 (weird), 
H-5 (perseverance), I-4 (irresistible), J-5 (exhilarate) 


16 


HOW TO TALK ABOUT A VARIETY OF PERSONAL 
CHARACTERISTICS 


(Sessions 45—46) 


TEASER PREVIEW 


What word, ending in -ous, describes someone who is: 
fawning, servilely attentive, transparently self-ingratiating? 
nagging, dissatisfied, complaining? 

snobbish, haughtily contemptuous, arrogant? 

noisily troublesome, unmanageable? 

habitually short of cash? 

attentive and courteous to women? 

harmless? 

fond of liquor? 

pale, gaunt, haggard? 

melancholy, sorrowful? 


SESSION 45 


There are thousands of English words that end in the letters -ous—a Latin 
suffix meaning full of. 

The central theme about which the words in this chapter revolve is the 
idea of "fullness"—and as you will shortly see, you can be full of 
compliance and servility; full of complaints; full of snobbery; full of noise; 
full of no money; full of horsemanship; full of harmlessness; full of liquor; 
full of deathly pallor; and full of sorrows. 

For each of these ideas English has a word—and the person with a rich 
vocabularly knows the exact word to describe what someone is full of. 


IDEAS 


1. compliance 


The Latin root sequor means to follow—and those who follow rather 
than lead are usually in a menial, subordinate, or inferior position. People 
who engage in certain fields of endeavor—waiters, clerks, and servants, 
for example—are forced, often contrary to their natural temperaments, to 
act excessively courteous, pleasant, obliging, even subservient and 
humble. They must follow the lead of their customers or employers, 
bending their own wills according to the desires of those they serve. They 
are, etymologically, full of following after, or— 


obsequious 


RELATED WORDS: 


1. obsequies—In a funeral cortege, the mourners follow after the corpse. 
Hence, obsequies are the burial ceremonies, the funeral rites. 

2. subsequent—A subsequent letter, paragraph, time, etc. is one that 
follows another. 


3. sequel —A sequel may be a literary work, such as a novel, that follows 
another, continuing the same subject, dealing with the same people or 
village, etc. or it may be an occurrence that grows out of or follows 
another, as in, “Just wait until you hear the sequel to the story!" 

4. sequence—In order, one item following another, as in, “The sequence of 
events of the next few days left him breathless." 

Any other word containing the root sequ- is likely to have some 
relationship to the idea of following. 


2. complaints 


The Latin root queror means to complain—and anyone full of complaints, 
constantly nagging, harping, fretful, petulant, whining, never satisfied, 
may accordingly be called— 


querulous 


3. snobbery 


The Latin root cilium means eyelid; super means above; and above the 
eyelid, as anyone can plainly see, is the eyebrow. Now there are certain 
obnoxious people who go around raising their eyebrows in contempt, 
disdain, and sneering arrogance at ordinary mortals like you and me. Such 
contemptuous, sneering, overbearingly conceited people are called— 


supercilious 


4. noise 


The Latin root strepo means to make a noise. Anyone who is unruly, 
boisterous, resistant to authority, unmanageable—and in a noisy, 
troublesome manner—is 


obstreperous 


5. moneyless 


The Latin root pecus means cattle—and at one time in human history a 
person's wealth was measured not by stocks and bonds but by stocks of 
domestic animals, which was a lot more logical, since you get milk and 
leather and meat from cattle—true wealth—and all you get from the stock 
market is a headache. 

Someone who had lots of pecus, then, was rich—someone without pecus 
was indigent, destitute, “broke.” And so today we call someone who is 
habitually without funds, who seems generally to be full of a complete 
lack of money— 


impecunious 


This word is not a synonym of indigent, destitute, or poverty-stricken; it 
does not necessarily imply living in reduced circumstances or want, but 
quite simply being short of cash—habitually. 


RELATED WORD: 
l. pecuniary—pertaining to money, as in, a pecuniary consideration, 
pecuniary affairs, etc. 


6. horses 


The French word cheval means horse; and in medieval times only 
gentlemen and knights rode on horses—common people walked. 
Traditionally (but not, I understand, actually) knights were courteous to 
women, attentive to female desires, and self-sacrificing when their own 
interests came in conflict with those of the fair sex. Hence, we call a 
modern man who has a knightly attitude to women— 


chivalrous 


RELATED WORD: 

(Cheval, horse, comes from Latin caballus, an inferior horse. Callabus is 
found in English words in the spelling caval-.) 

1. cavalcade—A procession of persons on horseback, as in a parade. 

2. cavalier—As a noun, a cavalier was once a mounted soldier. As an 
adjective, cavalier describes actions and attitudes that are haughty, 
unmindful of others’ feelings, too offhand, such attributes often being 
associated with people in power (the military being one of the powers- 
that-be). Thus, “He answered in a cavalier manner" would signify that he 


was arrogant in his answer, as if the questioner were taking a little too 
much privilege with him. Or, "After the cavalier treatment I received, I 
never wished to return," signifying that I was pretty much made to feel 
unimportant and inferior. Or, “After her cavalier refusal, Pll never invite 
her to another party," signifying that the refusal was, perhaps, curt, 
offhand, without any attempt at apology or courtesy. 

3. cavalry—The mounted, or “horsed” part of an army. 

4. chivalry—Noun form of chivalrous. Can you write the alternate noun 
form ending in -ness? 

5. chivalric—Less commonly used adjective form, identical in meaning 
to chivalrous. 


Another Latin root for horse, as you know, is equus, found in words we 
have already discussed: 


1. equestrian—A horseman. 
2. equestrienne—A horsewoman. 
3. equine—Horselike. 


7. no harm done 


The latin root noceo means to injure; someone who need cause you no 
fear, so harmless is that person, so unable to interfere, so unlikely to get 
you into trouble, is called— 


innocuous 


RELATED WORDS: 
1. innocent—Not guilty of crime or injury. 
2. noxious—Harmful, poisonous; unwholesome. 


8. alcoholic 


The Latin root bibo means to drink; and one who is generally found with 
one foot up on the brass rail, who likes to tipple beyond the point of 
sobriety—who, in short, has an overfondness for drinks with a 
pronounced alcoholic content, is called, usually humorously— 


bibulous 


RELATED WORD: 

1. imbibe—To drink in, soak up, absorb. If we use this verb without 
specifying what is drunk, as in, “He likes to imbibe,” the implication, of 
course, is always liquor; but imbibe may also be used in patterns like 
“imbibe learning" or "In early infancy she imbibed a respect for her 
parents." 

2. bib—Upper part of an apron, or an apronlike napkin tied around a 
child’s neck. In either case, the bib prevents what is drunk (or eaten) from 
spilling over, or dribbling down, on the wearer’s clothing. 


9. like death itself 


The Latin root cado means to fall—one’s final fall is of course always in 
death, and so someone who looks like a corpse (figuratively speaking), 
who is pale, gaunt, thin, haggard, eyes deep-sunk, limbs wasted, in other 
words the extreme opposite of the picture of glowing health, is called— 


cadaverous 


RELATED WORD: 

1. cadaver—A corpse, literally, especially one used for surgical 
dissection. 

2. decadent—Etymologically, “falling down” (de- is a prefix one meaning 
of which is down, as in descend, climb down; decline, turn down; etc.). If 
something is in a decadent state, it is deteriorating, becoming corrupt or 
demoralized. Decadence is a state of decay. Generally decadent and 
decadence are used figuratively—they refer not to actual physical decay 
(as of a dead body), but to moral or spiritual decay. 


10. pain and misery 


The Latin root doleo means to suffer or grieve—one who is mournful and 
sad, whose melancholy comes from physical pain or mental distress, who 
seems to be suffering or grieving, is called— 


dolorous 


RELATED WORD: 
1. dolor—A poetic synonym of grief. 


2. doleful—A word referring somewhat humorously to exaggerated 
dismalness, sadness, or dreariness. 

3. condole—Etymologically, to suffer or grieve with (Latin con-, with, 
together) Condole is a somewhat less commonly used synonym of 
commiserate, a verb we discussed in Chapter 15. The noun condolence is 
much more frequently heard than the verb, as in, “Let me offer you my 
condolences," usually said to someone mourning the death of a friend or 
relative. You have heard of condolence cards, and no doubt have sent your 
share of them. When you condole with somebody who has sustained a loss, 
usually by death, you are saying, in effect, ^I am suffering or grieving with 
you." 


REVIEW OF ETYMOLOGY 


PREFIX, ROOT, SUFFIX MEANING 
1. sequor to follow 
ENGLISH WORD |. — — 
2. queror to complain 
ENGLISH WORD |.  — 
3. cilium eyelid 
ENGLISH WORD |. — 
4. super above 
ENGLISH WORD |. ç~ 
5. strepo to make a noise 
ENGLISH WORD |.  — 
6. pecus cattle 
ENGLISH WORD |. ç~ 
7. -ary adjective suffix 


ENGLISH WORD 


8. im- (in-) 
ENGLISH WORD 
9. cheval 


ENGLISH WORD 


10. callabus (caval-) 


ENGLISH WORD 
11. -ous 
ENGLISH WORD 
12. -ic 
ENGLISH WORD 
13. equus 
ENGLISH WORD 
14. -ine 
ENGLISH WORD 
15. bibo 
ENGLISH WORD 
16. im- (in-) 
ENGLISH WORD 
17. cado 
ENGLISH WORD 
18. de- 
ENGLISH WORD 
19. -ent 
ENGLISH WORD 


20. -ence 


negative prefix 


horse 


inferior horse 


adjective suffix 


adjective suffix 


horse 


like, similar to, characteristic of 


to drink 


in 


to fall 


down 


adjective suffix 


noun suffix 


ENGLISH WORD 


21. con- with, together 


ENGLISH WORD 


USING THE WORDS 


A. THE BASIC WORDS 


Can you pronounce the words? 


1. obsequious ob-SEEK’-wee-as 
2. querulous KWAIR’-3-los 
3. supercilious Sov -por-SIL/'-ee-os 
4. obstreperous ob-STREP'"-ar-as 
5. impecunious im'-po-KYOO'"-nee-os 
6. chivalrous SHIV’-al-ras 
7. innocuous 3-NOK’-yoo-as 
8. bibulous BIB’-ya-las 
9. cadaverous ko-DAV"-ar-os 
10. dolorous DOL’-ar-as or DO’-lar-as 


Can you work with the words? (I) 


1. obsequious a. snobbish 
2. querulous b. harmless 
3. supercilious c. gaunt 


4. obstreperous d. short of funds 


O 0 N Oo 


. impecunious 


. chivalrous 
. innocuous 
. bibulous 

. cadaverous 


10. 


dolorous 


e. fawning; excessively, 
ingratiatingly, polite 

f. sorrowful 

g. addicted to drink 

h. courteous to women 

i. complaining 


j. unmanageable 


KEY: 1-e, 2-i, 3-a, 4-j, 5-d, 6-h, 7-b, 8-g, 9-c, 10-f 


Can you work with the words? (II) 


Match each word in the first column with one from the second column 
that is opposite in meaning. 


1. obsequious a. content; uncomplaining; satisfied 
2. querulous b. affluent 

3. supercilious c. healthy 

4. obstreperous d. rude 

5. impecunious e. sober 

6. chivalrous f. dangerous 

7. innocuous g. humble 

8. bibulous h. misogynous 

9. cadaverous i. happy; cheerful 


10. dolorous j. quiet 


KEY: 1-d, 2-a, 3-g, 4-j, 5-b, 6-h, 7-f, 8-e, 9-c, 10-i 


Do you understand the words? 


1 


10. 


YES 


YES 


YES 


YES 


YES 


YES 


YES 


YES 


YES 


. Do obsequious people usually command our respect? 


NO 


. Are querulous people satisfied? 


NO 


. Are supercilious people usually popular? 


NO 


. Is a person of affluence impecunious? 


NO 


. Do some women like chivalrous men? 


NO 


. Are innocuous people dangerous? 


NO 


. Is a bibulous character a teetotaler? 


NO 


. Is a cadaverous-looking individual the picture of health? 


NO 


. Is a dolorous attitude characteristic of jovial people? 


NO 


Is an obstreperous child difficult to manage? 


YES 


NO 


KEY: 1-no, 2-no, 3-no, 4-no, 5-yes, 6-no, 7-no, 8-no, 9-no, 10-yes 


Can you recall the words? 


1 


10. 


sorrowful 


KEY: 1-dolorous, 2-obsequious, 3-cadaverous, 4-querulous, 5-bibulous, 
6-supercilious, 7-innocuous, 8-obstreperous, 9-chivalrous, 10- 
impecunious 


(End of Session 45) 


SESSION 46 


B. RELATED WORDS 


Can you pronounce the words? (I) 


1. obsequies OB’-sa-kweez 
2. subsequent SUB'-so-kwont 
3. sequel SEE'-kwol 
4. sequence SEE'-kwons 
5. pecuniary po-KY00’-nee-air’-ee 
6. noxious NOK’-shas 
7. imbibe im-BIB’ 
8. dolor DO’-ler 
9. doleful DOL’-fal 
10. cavalcade KAV’-al-kayd’ 
11. cavalier (adj.) kav-o-LEER’ 


Can you pronounce the words? (II) 


1. cavalry KAV’-al-ree 

2. chivalry SHIV’-al-ree 
3. chivalric sho-VAL'-rik 
4. condole kon-DOL. 


5. condolence kon-DO’-lons 


O 0 N O 


10. 
11. 


. equestrian 
. equestrienne 
. equine 


. cadaver 


decadent 


decadence 


Can you work with the words? 


1. 
2. 
3 
4 
5. 
6 
7 
8 
9 


10. 
11. 


12. 
13. 
14. 
15. 
16. 


obsequies 


subsequent 


. sequel 


. sequence 


pecuniary 


. noxious 
. imbibe 
. dolor 


. doleful 


cavalcade 
cavalier (adj.) 


cavalry 
equestrian 
equestrienne 
equine 


cadaver 


9-KWES"-tree-on 
9-KWES"-tree-en* 

EE’-kwin’ 

ka-DAV’-ar or ko-DAY'-vor 
DEK’-a-dant or do-KAY'-dont 
DEK’-ə-dəns or do-KAY'-dons 


a. proper order 

b. drink; absorb; take in 

c. harmful, poisonous 

d. pain, sorrow (poetic) 

e. coming later or afterward 

f. procession of mounted riders 

g. offhand, haughty 

h. a following event or literary work 

i. horsewoman 

j. pertaining to money 

k. mounted military division; 
soldiers on horseback 

l. funeral rites 

m. exaggeratedly sorrowful 

n. horselike 

o. horseman 


P. spiritual decline 


17. decadent q. morally decaying 
18. decadence r. corpse 
19. chivalry s. expression of sympathy 


20. condolence t. gallant courtesy to women 


KEY: 1-1, 2-e, 3-h, 4-a, 5-j, 6-c, 7-b, 8-d, 9-m, 10-f, 11-2, 12-k, 13-0, 
14-i 15-n, 16-r, 17-q, 18-p, 19-t, 20-s 


Do you understand the words? (I) 


1. Are speeches usually made during obsequies? 


YES | NO 

2. Did Margaret Mitchell write a sequel to Gone with the Wind? 
YES | NO 

3. Are these numbers in sequence: 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11? 
YES | NO 

4. Do banks often handle the pecuniary details of an estate? 
YES | NO 

5. Is arsenic a noxious chemical? 
YES NO 

6. Do children sometimes imbibe wisdom from their parents? 
YES | NO 

7. If a song is sung in tones of dolor, is it a happy song? 
YES | NO 

8. Is a doleful countenance a happy one? 
YES | NO 

9. Does a cavalcade contain horses? 
YES NO 

10. Does a cavalier attitude show a spirit of humility? 

YES | NO 


KEY: 1-yes, 2-no, 3-yes, 4—yes, 5-yes, 6-yes, 7-no, 8-no, 9-yes, 10-no 


Do you understand the words? (Il) 


1 


10. 


. Is a cavalry officer usually a good horseman? 


YES NO 


. Would an equestrian statue of General Grant show him with or on a 


horse? 
YES NO 


. Is an equestrienne a man? 


YES NO 


. Do humans possess many equine characteristics? 


YES NO 


. Is a cadaver alive? 


YES NO 


. Is an iconoclast likely to consider religion a decadent institution? 


YES NO 


. Is decadence a desirable quality? 


YES NO 


. Is chivalry dead? 


YES NO 


. Is it appropriate to condole with someone who has suffered a loss 


through death? 

YES | NO 

Are condolences appropriate at a wedding ceremony? 
YES | NO 


KEY:  1l-yes, 2-yes, 3-no, 4-no, 5-no, 6-yes, 7-no, S8-yes, or no, 
depending on your point of view, 9-yes, 10-no (unless you're 
misogamous) 


Do you understand the words? (Ill) 


1. obsequies—rites 
SAME OPPOSITE 
2. subsequent—preceding 
SAME OPPOSITE 
3. pecuniary—financial 
SAME OPPOSITE 
4. sequence—order 
SAME OPPOSITE 
5. noxious—harmful 
SAME OPPOSITE 
6. imbibe—drink 
SAME OPPOSITE 
7. dolor—delight 
SAME OPPOSITE 
8. doleful—merry 
SAME OPPOSITE 
9. cavalier—courteous 
SAME OPPOSITE 
10. cadaver—corpse 
SAME OPPOSITE 
11. decadent—resurgent 
SAME OPPOSITE 
12. chivalry—gallantry to women 
SAME OPPOSITE 
13. condolences—congratulations 
SAME OPPOSITE 


KEY: 1-S, 2-O, 3-8, 4-8, 5-8, 6-5, 7-O, 8-O, 9-O, 10-8, 11-0, 12-S, 13- 
O 


Can you recall the words? 


1. harmful 


6. horseman 


7. horsewoman 


8. horselike 


9. following (adj.) 


11. exaggeratedly sad 
11l.D |. |  — 

12. proper order 

13. parade of 1 mounted riders 
13G. — 


15. 


16. 


17. 


18. 


19. 


20. 


mounted soldiers 

a corpse 

lo-0- =. = <=. 
morally deteriorating (adj.) 
17.D__ |  . 
spiritual decay 

18.D | | |. 
expression of sympathy 
19.C 


KEY: 1-noxious, 2-sequel, 3-imbibe, 4-dolor, 5-obsequies, 6-equestrian, 
7-equestrienne, 8-equine, 9-subsequent, 10-pecuniary, 11-doleful, 
12-sequence, 13-cavalcade, 14-cavalier, 15-cavalry, 16-cadaver, 


17-decadent, 18-decadence,  19-condolence, 
chivalrousness 


CHAPTER REVIEW 


A. Do you recognize the words? 


1. 


2. 


10. 


Excessively polite and fawning: 

(a) querulous, (b) obsequious, (c) supercilious 
Noisily troublesome: 

(a) querulous, (b) impecunious, (c) obstreperous 


. Courteous and attentive to women: 


(a) querulous, (b) chivalrous, (c) supercilious 


. Complaining, nagging: 


(a) querulous, (b) supercilious, (c) innocuous 


. Haughtily disdainful: 


(a) supercilious, (b) bibulous, (c) dolorous 


. Gaunt, corpselike: 


(a) noxious, (b) cadaverous, (c) doleful 


. Highhanded: 


(a) supercilious, (b) cavalier, (c) decadent 


. Moral decay: 


(a) decadence, (b) obsequies, (c) sequence 


. Expression of sympathy: 


(a) bibulousness, (b) dolefulness, (c) condolence 
Courtesy to women: 
(a) dolor, (b) chivalry, (c) decadence 


20-chivalry 


or 


KEY: 1-b, 2-c, 3-b, 4-a, 5-a, 6-b, 7-b, 8-a, 9-c, 10-b 


B. Can you recognize roots? 


ROOT 

1. sequor 

EXAMPLE subsequent 
2. queror 

EXAMPLE querulous 
3. cilium 

EXAMPLE supercilious 
4. super 

EXAMPLE supervision 
5. strepo 

EXAMPLE obstreperous 
6. pecus 

EXAMPLE pecuniary 
7. cheval 

EXAMPLE chivalry 
8. caballus (caval-) 

EXAMPLE cavalier 
9. equus 

EXAMPLE equine 


10. cado 


MEANING 


EXAMPLE decadence 


KEY: 1-to follow, 2-to complain, 3-eyelid, 4-above, 5-to make a noise, 
6-cattle, 7-horse, 8-(inferior) horse, 9-horse, 10-to fall 


TEASER QUESTIONS FOR THE AMATEUR ETYMOLOGIST 


1. In logic, a conclusion not based on the evidence is called a non 
sequitur; by extension, the term is applied to any statement that appears to 
have no connection or relevance to what was said before. Knowing the 
root sequor, how would you define this term etymologically? 


2. Sequor, like many other Latin verbs, has another form somewhat 
differently spelled. (Remember verto, versus and loquor, locutus?) The other 
form of sequor is secutus. Can you define the following words in terms of 
the root? 


(a) second: 


(b) consecutive: 


(c) persecute: 


(d) prosecute: 


3. Latin super, above or over, is used as a prefix in hundreds of English 
words. Can you figure out the word starting with super- that fits each 
etymological definition? 


(a) above others (in quality, position, etc.) 
(b) above the surface; not in depth (adj.) . . | |. 
(c) (flowing) above what is necessary; more than needed (adj.) 


(d) above (or beyond) the natural (adj.) 
(e) to oversee; be in charge of (v.) 


4. Cado, to fall, is found in the following English words (sometimes the 
root is spelled -cid). Can you define each word in terms of its etymological 
parts? 


(a) cadence: 


(b) occidental: 


(c) deciduous: 


(d) incident: 


(e) accident: 


(f) coincidence: 


5. The negative prefix in- plus doleo, to suffer, forms an adjective that 
etymologically means not suffering (pain), but actually means idle; lazy; 
disliking effort or work. Can you figure out the English word? 


Can you Ee the noun form?  . . . 
6. What does the feminine name Dolores mean etymologically? 


(End of Session 46) 


— —— Brief Intermission Ten 


ANOTHER CHECK ON YOUR SPELLING 


In each line you will find four words—one of them purposely, 
subtly, and perhaps unexpectedly misspelled. It’s up to you to check 
the single error. If you can come out on top at least fifteen times out 
of twenty, you're probably a better speller than you realize. 


——— C — 
ND OT BWNFOWOAN A UW KRWDND 


. (a) alright, (b) coolly, (c) supersede, (d) disappear 

. (a) inoculate, (b) definately, (c) irresistible, (d) recommend 

. (a) incidentally, (b) dissipate, (c) seperate, (d) balloon 

. (a) argument, (b) ecstasy, (c) occurrance, (d) analyze 

. (a) sacrilegious, (b) weird, (c) pronunciation, (d) repitition 

. (a) drunkeness, (b) embarrassment, (c) weird, (d) irritable 

. (a) noticeable, (b) superintendant, (c) absence, (d) development 
. (a) vicious, (b) conscience, (c) panicy, (d) amount 

. (a) accessible, (b) pursue, (c) exhilarate, (d) insistant 

. (a) naiveté, (b) necessary, (c) catagory, (d) professor 

. (a) rhythmical, (b) sergeant, (c) vaccuum, (d) assassin 

. (a) benefitted, (b) allotted, (c) corroborate, (d) despair 

. (a) diphtheria, (b) grandeur, (c) rediculous, (d) license 

. (a) tranquillity, (b) symmetry, (c) occassionally, (d) privilege 
. (a) tarriff, (b) tyranny, (c) battalion, (d) archipelago 

. (a) bicycle, (b) geneology, (c) liquefy, (d) bettor 

. (a) defense, (b) batchelor, (c) stupefy, (d) parallel 


18. (a) whisky, (b) likable, (c) bookkeeper, (d) accomodate 

19. (a) comparitive, (b) mayonnaise, (c) indispensable, (d) 
dexterous 

20. (a) dictionary, (b) cantaloupe, (c) existance, (d) ukulele 


KEY: 


l-a (all right), 2-b (definitely), 3-c (separate), 


(occurrence), 5-d (repetition), 6-a (drunkenness), 
(superintendent), 8-c (panicky), 9-d (insistent), 
(category), 11-c (vacuum), 12-a (benefited), 
(ridiculous), 14-c (occasionally), 15-a (tariff), 
(genealogy), 17-b (bachelor), 18-d (accommodate), 
(comparative), 20-c (existence) 


4-c 
7—b 
10-c 
13-c 
16-b 
19-a 
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HOW TO CHECK YOUR PROGRESS 


Comprehensive Test III 


SESSION 47 


I—etymology 


ROOT MEANING 
1. fluo 
EXAMPLE affluent 
2. pheme 
EXAMPLE euphemism 
3. platys 
EXAMPLE platitude 
4. felis 
EXAMPLE feline 
5. piscis 
EXAMPLE piscine 
6. nostos 
EXAMPLE nostalgia 
7. kakos 
EXAMPLE cacophony 
8. carnis 
EXAMPLE carnivorous 


9. voro 


EXAMPLE voracious 
10. omnis 

EXAMPLE omnivorous 
11. potens, potentis 
EXAMPLE impotent 
12. ubique 

EXAMPLE ubiquity 
13. lupus 

EXAMPLE lupine 
14. doleo 

EXAMPLE dolorous 
15. porcus 

EXAMPLE porcine 
16. thanatos 
EXAMPLE euthanasia 
17. canis 

EXAMPLE canine 
18. vulpus 

EXAMPLE vulpine 
19. algos 

EXAMPLE nostalgic 
20. odyne 


EXAMPLE anodyne 


21. logos 

EXAMPLE eulogy 

22. sciens, scientis 
EXAMPLE omniscient 
23. ursus 

EXAMPLE ursine 

24. phone 

EXAMPLE euphonious 
25. penuria 


EXAMPLE penury 


lI—more etymology 


ROOT, PREFIX 
1. nervus 

EXAMPLE enervate 
2. ergon 

EXAMPLE energy 
3. nego 

EXAMPLE negation 
4. caput, capitis 

EXAMPLE decapitate 
5. capitulum 


EXAMPLE recapitulate 


MEANING 


6. vegeto 
EXAMPLE vegetate 
7. simulo 
EXAMPIE simulate 
8. similis 
EXAMPLE Similarity 
9. levis 
EXAMPIE alleviate 
10. intimus 
EXAMPLE intimate (v.) 
11. miser 
EXAMPLE commiserate 
12. vacillo 
EXAMPLE vacillate 
13. ambi- 
EXAMPLE ambivalent 
14. oscillum 
EXAMPLE oscillate 
15. sequor, secutus 
EXAMPLE Obsequious 
16. queror 
EXAMPLE querulous 


17. cilium 


EXAMPLE supercilious 
18. super- 

EXAMPLE Superior 

19. strepo 

EXAMPLE Obstreperous 
20. pecus 

EXAMPLE impecunious 
21. equus 

EXAMPLE equine 

22. caballus (caval-) 
EXAMPLE cavalier 

23. loquor, locutus 
EXAMPLE circumlocution 
24. cado 

EXAMPLE decadence 
25. vanesco 


EXAMPLE evanescent 


lll—same or opposite? 


1. penury—affluence 
SAME OPPOSITE 


2. vicarious—secondhand 


SAME OPPOSITE 


3. ephemeral—evanescent 


10. 


11 


12. 


13. 


14. 


15. 


16. 


I7; 


18. 


19. 


SAME OPPOSITE 


. badinage—persiflage 


SAME OPPOSITE 


. cacophony—euphony 


SAME OPPOSITE 


. clandestine—surreptitious 


SAME OPPOSITE 


. parsimonious—extravagant 


SAME OPPOSITE 


. indigent—opulent 


SAME OPPOSITE 


. destitute—impecunious 


SAME OPPOSITE 
euphemistic—indirect 
SAME OPPOSITE 


. cliché—bromide 


SAME OPPOSITE 
platitudinous—original 
SAME OPPOSITE 
voracious—gluttonous 
SAME OPPOSITE 
omniscient—ignorant 
SAME OPPOSITE 
omnipresent—ubiquitous 
SAME OPPOSITE 
carnal—libidinous 

SAME OPPOSITE 
carnage—slaughter 
SAME OPPOSITE 
enervated—exhilarated 
SAME OPPOSITE 
castigate—condone 


SAME OPPOSITE 
20. simulate—pretend 
SAME OPPOSITE 


IV—matching 


WORDS 
. alleviating 
. cavalier (adj.) 
. vacillating 


. obsequious 


1 

2 

3 

4 

5. querulous 
6. obstreperous 
7. innocuous 

8. cadaverous 
9. dolorous 


10. noxious 


V—more matching 


1. condolence 
2. decadent 
3. levity 

4. levitation 


5. surreptitious 


DEFINITIONS 

a. excessively polite or servile 
b. gaunt, corpselike 

c. noisy 

d. poisonous 

e. highhanded 

f. sad 

g. nagging; complaining 

h. harmless 

i. soothing 


j. constantly changing one’s mind 


a. a rising into the air 

b. harsh sound 

c. powerlessness 

d. a return to life in a new form 


e. devouring all; eating 


10. 


. cacophony 


6 
7. 
8 
9 


reincarnation 


. omnivorous 


. impotence 


bovine 


Vi—recall a word 


Te 


10. 


11. 


lionlike 
RE 


. doglike 


2. C 


. catlike 


3. F 


. piglike 


4. P 


. foxlike 


5. V 


. bearlike 


6.U 


. horselike 


7. E 


. all-powerful 


8.0 


. in the flesh 


9. T 
to stagnate 
10. V 
secret 


everything 
f. expression of sympathy 
g. cowlike; phlegmatic; stolid 
h. morally deteriorating 
i. joking 


j. stealthy; secret 


12. 


13. 


14. 


15. 


16. 


17. 


18. 


19. 


20. 


21. 


22. 


23. 


24. 


25. 


26. 


11. C 

meat-eating (adj. ) 

12. C 

lasting a very short time 

13. E 

stingy; tight-fisted 

14. P 

or P 

feeling contradictory ways at the same time (adj. ) 
15. A 

speech of praise 

16. E 

a feeling of well-being, both physical and emotional 
17. E 

statement intended to allay pain or anxiety 

18. A 


mercy death 

19. E 

science of speech sounds 

20. P 

all-powerful 

21.0 

to give in; to stop resisting 

22.C 

a working together for greater effect 
23. S 

or S 

to behead 

24. D 

relating to, pertaining to, or involving money (adj.) 


25. P 
harmless 
26. I 


27. 


28. 


29. 


30. 


tending to drink a lot (adj.) 

27.B 

to express sympathy; to share suffering, pain, or grief (with) 
28. C 

or C 

snobbish; contemptuous; haughty; arrogant 

29. S 

mounted soldiers 

30. C 


KEY: A correct answer counts one point. Score your points for each 
part of the test, then add for a total. 


I 

1-to flow, 2-voice, 3-flat, broad, 4-cat, 5-fish, 6-a return, 7—harsh, 
bad, ugly, 8-flesh, 9-to devour, 10-all, 11-powerful, 12- 
everywhere, 13-wolf, 14-to suffer, grieve, 15-pig, 16-death, 17- 
dog, 18-fox, 19-pain, 20-pain, 21-word, speech, 22-knowing, 23- 
bear, 24-sound, 25-want, neediness 


Your score: 


II 

]-nerve, 2-work, 3-to deny, 4-head, 5-little head, chapter heading, 
6-to live and grow, 7-to copy, 8-like, similar, 9-light, 10- 
innermost, 11-wretched, 12-to swing back and forth, 13-both, 14-a 
swing, 15-to follow, 16-to complain, 17-eyelid, 18-above, 19-to 
make a noise, 20-cattle, 21-horse, 22-(inferior) horse, 23-to speak, 
24-to fall, 25-to vanish 


Your score: 


III 
1-0, 2-S, 3-8, 4-S, 5-O, 6-5, 7-O, 8-O, 9-S, 10-5, 11-5, 12-0, 13- 
S, 14-O, 15-S, 16-5, 17-5, 18-0, 19-0, 20-S 


Your score: 


IV 
l-i, 2-e, 3-j, 4-a, 5-g, 6-c, 7-h, 8-b, 9-f, 10-d 


Your score: 


V 
1-f, 2-h, 3-i, 4-a, 5-j, 6-b, 7-d, 8-e, 9-c, 10-g 


Your score: 


VI 

l-leonine, 2-canine, 3-feline, 4-porcine, 5-vulpine, 6-ursine, 7- 
equine, 8-omnipotent, 9-incarnate, 10-vegetate, 11-clandestine, 
12-carnivorous, 13-ephemeral, 14-penurious or parsimonious, 15- 
ambivalent, 16-eulogy, 17-euphoria, 18-anodyne, 19-euthanasia, 
20-phonetics, 21-omnipotent, 22-capitulate, 23-synergism or 
synergy, 24-decapitate, 25-pecuniary, 26-innocuous, 27-bibulous, 
28-condole or commiserate, 29-supercilious, 30-cavalry 


Your score: 


Your total score: 


Significance of Your Total Score: 


100-120: Masterly 
80-99: Good 
65-79: Average 
50-64: Barely acceptable 
35-49: Poor 
0-34: Terrible! 
Record your score in the appropriate space below as well as your 


scores from Chapters 8 and 13. You will then have a comparison 
chart of all three achievement tests. 


SCORES 


TEST I (Chapter 8): out of 120. 
TEST II (Chapter 13): out of 120. 


TEST III (Chapter 17): out of 120. 


(End of Session 47) 


18 


HOW TO CHECK YOUR STANDING AS AN 
AMATEUR ETYMOLOGIST 


(Answers to Teaser Questions in Chapters 3-7, 
9-12, and 14-16) 


CHAPTER 3: 


1. Anthropocentric (an’-thra-pe-SEN’-trik), an adjective built on 
anthropos, mankind; Greek kentron, center, and the adjective suffix - 
ic, describes thinking, assumptions, reasoning, etc. that see mankind 
as the central fact, or ultimate aim, of the universe. The noun forms 
are either — anthropocentrism (an"-thro-po-SEN"-triz-om) Or 
anthropocentricity (an'-thro-po'-son-TRIS'-2-tee). 

2. Andromania (an’-dro-MAY’-nee-3), a combination of andros, 
man (male), plus mania, madness, signifies an obsession with males. 
Person: andromaniac, one who is mad about men; adjective: 
andromaniacal (an'-dro-mo-NT'-2-kol). 

3. Gynandrous (ji-NAN’-dras), combining gyne, woman, with 
andros, man (male), describes: 


a. plants in which the male and female organs are united in the 
same column; or 

b. people who physically have both male and female sexual 
organs, often one or both in rudimentary form; or 

c. (a more recent meaning) people who exhibit, or are willing to 
own up to, the male and female emotional characteristics that 
everyone possesses. 

The word may have the roots in reverse, becoming androgynous 
(an-DROJ'-o-nos), with all three meanings identical to those of 
gynandrous. 

Hermaphroditic (hur-maf'-ro-DIT'-ik), a combination of Hermes, the 
Greek god who served as messenger or herald (in Roman 
mythology, this god was known as Mercury, and is conventionally 
pictured with wings on his heels), and Aphrodite, the Greek goddess 
of love and beauty (in Roman mythology, Venus), has either of the 
first two meanings of gynandrous. 

The noun form of gynandrous is gynandry (ji-NAN’-dree); of 
androgynous, androgyny (an-DROJ’-a-nee); of hermaphroditic, 
hermaphroditism (hur-MAF’-re-di’-tiz-om). 

The individual plant is an andrognye (AN’-dro-jin); plant or 
person, a hermaphrodite (hur-MAF’-re-dit’). 

4. Monomania (mon-3-MAY’-nee-3), combining monos, one, and 
mania, madness, is an obsession with one thing, or obsessiveness in 
one area. Person: monomaniac; adjective: monomaniacal (mon'-a-mo- 
NI’-a-kal). 

5. A misandrist (mis-AN’-drist), combining misein, to hate, with 
andros, man (male), hates men. Noun: misandry (mis-AN’-dree). 
Adjective: misandrous (mis-AN’-dras). 


Check your learning 


ROOT MEANING 


1. anthropos 


EXAMPLE anthropocentric 
2. kentron 

EXAMPLE anthropocentrism 
3. andros 

EXAMPLE andromania 

4. mania 

EXAMPLE andromaniac 
5. gyne 

EXAMPLE gynandrous 

6. Hermes 

EXAMPLE hermaphrodite 
7. Aphrodite 

EXAMPLE hermaphroditic 
8. monos 

EXAMPLE monomania 

9. misein 


EXAMPLE misandry 


KEY: 1-mankind, 2-center, 3-man (male), 4—madness, 5-woman, 
6-Hermes, the messenger of the gods, 7-Aphrodite, goddess 
of love and beauty, 8-one, 9-to hate 


CHAPTER 4: 


1. Pedodontia (pee-d3-DON’-sha) is the specialty of child dentistry 
—paidos, child, plus odontos, tooth. Specialist: pedodontist. Adjective: 
pedodontic. 

2. Cardialgia (kahr’-dee-AL’-ja), heart pain—kardia, heart, plus 
algos, pain. 

3. Odontalgia (o'-don-TAL'-jo), toothache. 

4. Nostalgia (nos-TAL’-ja). Adjective: nostalgic. 


Check your learning 


PREFIX, ROOT MEANING 
1. padios (ped-) 

EXAMPLE pedodontia 

2. kardia 

EXAMPLE cardialgia 

3. algos 

EXAMPLE Odontalgia 

4. odontos 


EXAMPLE pedodontist 


5. nostos 


EXAMPLE nostalgia 


KEY: 1-child, 2-heart, 3-pain, 4-tooth, 5-a return 


CHAPTER 5: 


1. Eighty to eighty-nine years old. From Latin octoginta, eighty. 
People of other ages are as follows: 
(a) 50-59: quinquagenarian (kwin'-kwo-jo-NAIR"-ee-on) 
(b) 60-69: sexagenarian (seks'-o-jo-NAIR'-ee-on) 
(c) 70-79: septuagenarian (sep'-choo-o-jo-NAIR'-ee-on) 
(d) 90-99: nonagenarian (non'-o-jo-NAIR'-ee-on) 
(e) 100 and over: centenarian (sen'-te-NAIR'-ee-on) 
2. Cacophony (ko-KOF'-a-nee). Adjective: cacophonous (ko-KOF"'-a- 
nos). 
3. Cacopygian (kak'-o-PIJ"-ee-on). 
4. Telescope (tele- plus skopein, to view) or telebinoculars; telephone; 
television. 


Check your learning 


PREFIX, ROOT MEANING 
1. octoginta 
EXAMPLE Octogenarian 
2. quinquaginta 
EXAMPLE quinquagenarian 
3. sexaginta 


EXAMPLE sexagenarian 


4. septuaginta 

EXAMPLE septuagenarian 
5. nonaginta 

EXAMPLE nonagenarian 
6. centum 

EXAMPLE centenarian 
7. kakos 

EXAMPLE cacophony 
8. phone 

EXAMPLE cacophonous 
9. pyge 

EXAMPLE cacopygian 

10. tele- 

EXAMPLE television 

11. skopein 


EXAMPLE telescope 


KEY: l-eighty, 2-fifty, 3-sixty, 4-seventy, 5-ninety, 6-one 
hundred, 7-ugly, harsh, bad, 8-sound, 9-buttock, 10- 
distance, from afar, 11-to view 


CHAPTER 6: 


1. Sophomore; from sophos plus moros, foolish, the word 
etymologically designates one who is half wise and half foolish. The 
adjective sophomoric (sof-9-MAWR"-ik) describes people, attitudes, 
statements, writings, etc. that are highly opinionated, self-assured, 
and coming off as if wise, but which in reality are immature, 
inexperienced, foolish, etc. 

2. Sophisticated (sa-FIS’-ta-kay’-ted). The verb is sophisticate, the 
noun sophistication. One who is worldly-wise is a sophisticate (so-FIS'- 
to-kot). 

Sophisticated has in recent years taken on the added meaning of 
highly developed, mature, or complicated; appealing to a mature 
intellect; or aware and knowledgeable. Examples: sophisticated 
machinery, electronic equipment; a sophisticated approach; a 
sophisticated audience, group, staff, faculty, etc. 

3. One who is obsessed with books, especially with collecting 
books. 

4. (a) speaking one language, (b) speaking two languages, (c) 
speaking three languages. 

Multilingual (multus, many, plus  lingua)—speaking many 
languages. 

A linguist is one who is fluent in many languages, or else an expert 
in linguistics (or both). 

Multus, as indicated, means many, as in multitude, multiply, 
multiple, multicolored, multifarious, multilateral, etc., etc. 


5. (a) France, (b) Russia, (c) Spain, (d) Germany, (e) Japan, (f) 
China. 

6. (a) androphile, (b) gynephile (or philogynist), (c) pedophile, (d) 
zoophile, (e) botanophile. 

But pedophilia (pee'-do-FIL'-ee-o) is another story. A pedophiliac 
sexually molests young children—such love little kids can do 
without! 


Check your learning 


PREFIX, ROOT MEANING 
1. sophos 

EXAMPLE Sophomore 
2. moros 

EXAMPLE sophomoric 
3. biblion 

EXAMPLE bibliomaniac 
4. mania 

EXAMPLE bibliomania 
5. lingua 

EXAMPLE linguist 
6. monos 

EXAMPLE monolingual 
7. bi- 

EXAMPLE bilingual 


8. tri- 


EXAMPLE trilingual 

9. multus 
EXAMPLE multilingual 
10. Franco- 
EXAMPLE Francophile 
11. Russo- 
EXAMPLE Russophile 
12. Hispano- 
EXAMPLE Hispanophile 
13. Germano- 
EXAMPLE Germanophile 
14. Nippono- 
EXAMPLE Nipponophile 
15. Sino- 
EXAMPLE Sinophile 
16. andros 
EXAMPLE androphile 
17. gyne 
EXAMPLE gynephile 
18. philein 
EXAMPLE philogynist 
19. paidos (ped-) 


EXAMPLE pedophile 


20. zoion 
EXAMPLE zoophile 
21. botane 


EXAMPLE botanophile 


KEY: 1-wise, 2-foolish, 3-book, 4—madness, 5-tongue, 6-one, 7- 
two, 8-three, 9-many, 10-France, 11-Russia, 12-Spain, 13- 
Germany, 14-Japan, 15-China, 16-man (male), 17-woman, 
18-to love, 19-child, 20-animal, 21-plant 


CHAPTER 7: 


1. A notable is someone well-known. 

2. To notify is, etymologically, to make known—notus + -fy, a 
derivation of facio, to make. 

Notice, as a noun, is what makes something known; to notice, as a 
verb, is to observe (something or someone) so that it, he, or she 
becomes known to the observer. 

-Fy, as a verb suffix, means to make. So simplify is to make simple, 
clarify, to make clear; liquefy, to make liquid; putrefy, to make (or 
become) rotten or putrid; stupefy, to make stupid, or dumb, with 
astonishment (note the -e preceding the suffix in liquefy, putrefy, 
stupefy); fortify, to make strong; rectify, to make right or correct; etc., 
etc. 

3. Chronograph (KRON'-a-graf is an instrument that measures 
and records short intervals of time. 

4. To generate is to give birth to, figuratively, or to create or 
produce, as a turbine generates power, a person's presence generates 
fear, etc. The noun is generation, which, in another context, also 
designates the people born and living about the same time (the 
older, previous, or next generation, the Depression generation, etc.), 
or a period, conventionally set at about thirty years, between such 
groups of people. 

To regenerate is to give birth to again, or to be born again. Some 
creatures can regenerate new limbs or parts if these are lost or cut off 
—or the limbs or parts regenerate. 


Re- means, of course, again; or, in some words, as recede, regress, 
etc., back. 


5. Omnipotent (om-NIP'-o-tont)—all-powerful; omnis plus potens, 
potentis, powerful. 

Omnipresent (om'-no-PREZ'-ont)— present all over, or everywhere. 

Nouns: omnipotence, omnipresence. 

6. Anaphrodisiac (en-af’-ra-DIZ’-ee-ak’)—both a noun and an 


adjective. Saltpeter is supposedly an anaphrodisiac; so, some people 
say, is a cold shower, which is highly doubtful. The best temporary 
anaphrodisiac is probably sexual intercourse. Some women who 
were teen-agers when Elvis Presley was at the height of his 
popularity have told me that the young man's gyrating hips were 
aphrodisiacal—I will take their word for it, as Elvis has never turned 
me on. On the other hand, if you want to talk about Diane Keaton or 
Raquel Welch ... or especially Marilyn Monroe... 


Check your learning 


PREFIX, ROOT MEANING 


1. notus 

EXAMPLE notify 

2. chronos 

EXAMPLE chronograph 
3. graphein 

EXAMPLE chronographic 
4. genesis 

EXAMPLE generate 

9. re- 


EXAMPLE regenerate 


6. omnis 

EXAMPLE omnipotent 
7. potens, potentis 
EXAMPLE omnipotence 
8. an- 


EXAMPLE anaphrodisiac 


KEY: 1-known, 2-time, 3-to write, 4-birth, 5-again, 6-all, 7- 
powerful, 8-not (negative) 


CHAPTER 9: 


1. Magnanimity (mag'-no-NIM'"-o-tee). Adjective: magnanimous 
(mag-NAN^"-a-mss). 

2. Bilateral (bi-LAT’-or-al), as in a bilateral decision, i.e., one made 
by the two sides or two people involved. On the other hand, a 
unilateral (yco-no-LAT'-or-9]) decision is made by one person, 
without consultation with others. 

3. Transcribe. Noun: transcription. A stenographer transcribes 
shorthand notes into English words, or a musical transcriber arranges 
or adapts a musical composition for an instrument, group, etc. other 
than the one for which the work was originally written. 

4. Malaria was once thought to have been caused by the “bad air” 
of swamps; actually, it was (and is) transmitted to humans by 
infected anopheles mosquitoes breeding and living in swamps and 
other places where there is stagnant water. 

5. Confection. The word is hardly used much today with this 
meaning, except perhaps by members of an older generation who 
remember confectioner's shops and confectionery stores. Now such 
places are called ice cream stores (or ice cream parlors) and are run, at 
least on the west coast, by Baskin-Robbins or Farrell's; or they are 
called candy shops; or, when I was growing up, candy stores, where 
the kids all hung out, and candies could be bought for a penny 
apiece, with Hershey bars selling for a nickel (that's why they are 
called *the good old days"). 


Check your learning 


PREFIX, ROOT 
1. magnus 
EXAMPLE magnanimous 
2. animus 
EXAMPLE magnanimity 
3. bi- 
EXAMPIE bilateral 
4. unus 
EXAMPIE unilateral 
5. latus, lateris 
EXAMPIE unilateral 
6. trans- 
EXAMPIE transcribe 
7. scribo, scriptus 
EXAMPLE transcription 
8. malus 
EXAMPLE malaria 
9. con- 
EXAMPIE confection 
10. facio (fec-) 


EXAMPLE confectionery 


MEANING 


KEY: 1-big, large, great, 2-mind, 3-two, 4-one, 5-side, 6-across, 
7-to write, 8—bad, evil, 9-together, 10-to make 


CHAPTER 10: 


1. Modus operandi. Method (or mode) of working (or operating). 
Pronounced MO’-das op'-e-RAN"-di, the word is not, of course, 
restricted to the special methods used by a criminal, but may refer 
to the method or style of operating characteristic of any other 
professional. Modus vivendi (MO'des va-VEN’-di), etymologically 
“method of living,” is the style of life characteristic of a person or 
group. 

2. Circumscription. To circumscribe also means, figuratively, to 
write (a line) around (one's freedom of action), so that one is 
restricted, limited, hemmed in, as in, “a life circumscribed by 
poverty, by parental injunctions, or by an overactive conscience, 
etc." or “actions circumscribed by legal restraints.” The noun 
circumscription has the figurative meaning also. 

3. Somniloquent (som-NIL'-o-kwont). Noun: somniloquence (som- 
NIL'-o-kwons) or somniloquy (som-NIL’-3-kwee), the latter noun also 
designating the words spoken by the sleeper. One who habitually 
talks while asleep is a somniloquist (som-NIL'-o-kwist). 

4. An aurist is an ear specialist, more commonly called an otologist 
(o-TOL'-a-jist), from Greek otos, ear. Noun: otology. Adjective: 
otological (0-ta-LOJ’-a-kal). 


It is difficult at this point to resist telling a well-known story 
about medical specialists. In fact it’s impossible to resist, so here it 
is: 

A dentist, doing his first extraction on a patient, was 
understandably nervous. When he got the molar out, his hand 


shook, he lost his grip on the instrument, and the tooth dropped 
down into the patient's throat. 

“Sorry,” said the doctor. ^You're outside my specialty now. You 
should see a laryngologist! [lair’-ing-GOL’-3-jist—a larynx or throat 
specialist ]." 

By the time the unfortunate victim got to the laryngologist, the 
tooth had worked its way much further down. 

The laryngologist examined the man. 

"Sorry," said the doctor, ^You're outside my specialty now. You 
should see a gastrologist! [gas- TROL'-2-jist—a stomach specialist].” 

The gastrologist X-rayed the patient. “Sorry,” said the doctor, “the 
tooth has traveled into your lower intestines. You should see an 
enterologist! [en^-to-ROL'-o-jist—an intestinal specialist].” 

The enterologist took some X rays. “Sorry, the tooth isn’t there. It 
must have gone down farther. You should see a proctologist! [prok- 
TOL'^o-jist—a specialist in diseases of the rectum; from Greek 
proktos, anus]." 

Our patient is now on the proctologist's examining table, in the 
proper elbow-knee position. The doctor has inserted a proctoscope 
and is looking through it. 

“Good heavens, man! You've got a tooth up there! You should see 
a dentist!" 

5. Aural (AWR-ol) refers to the ears or to the sense or 
phenomenon of hearing. Monaural reproduction, as of music over a 
radio or by a phonograph record, for example, has only one source 
of sound, and technically should be called monophonic (mon'-o- 
FON’-ik)—monos, one, plus phone, sound. Binaural may mean having 
two ears or involving the use of both ears, or, recently, descriptive of 
sound from two sources, giving a stereophonic (steer'-ee-o-FON"-ik) 
effect—stereos, deep, solid, plus phone. 

6. A noctambulist (nok-TAM'-byo-list) walks at night—nox, noctis, 
night, plus ambulo, to walk. Noun: noctambulism (nok-TAM'-byo-liz- 
om). 

7. Somnific (som-NIF’-ik): a somnific lecture, movie, effect, etc. 


8. Circumambulate (sur'-kom-AM'-byo-layt/). To circumnavigate is 
to sail around—circum, around, plus navis, ship. 


Check your learning 


PREFIX, ROOT MEANING 


1. modus 

EXAMPLE modus operandi 
2. operandi 

EXAMPLE modus operandi 
3. vivo 

EXAMPLE modus vivendi 
4. circum- 

EXAMPLE circumscribe 
5. scribo, scriptus 

EXAMPLE circumscription 
6. somnus 

EXAMPLE somniloquent 
7. loquor 

EXAMPLE somniloquence 
8. aurus 

EXAMPLE aurist 
9. otos 


EXAMPLE otology 


10. proktos 

EXAMPLE proctologist 
11. stereos 

EXAMPLE Stereophonic 
12. phone 

EXAMPLE Stereophonic 
13. monos 

EXAMPLE monaural 
14. bi- 

EXAMPLE binaural 

15. nox, noctis 

EXAMPLE noctambulist 
16. ambulo 

EXAMPLE noctambulism 
17. facio (fic-) 


EXAMPLE Somnific 


KEY: 1-mode, method, 2-of working, 3-to live, 4-around, 5-to 
write, 6-sleep, 7-to speak, to talk, 8-ear, 9-ear, 10-anus, 11- 
deep, solid, 12-sound, 13-one, 14-two, 15-night, 16-to walk, 
17-to make 


CHAPTER 11: 


1. Matronymic (mat'-ro-NIM"-ik). Or, if you prefer to use the Greek 
root for mother (meter, metr-), metronymic. The Greek word metra, 
uterus, derives from meter, naturally enough, so metritis is 
inflammation of the uterus; metralgia is uterine pain; endometriosis 
(en’-dd-mee’-tree-O’-sis) is any abnormal condition of the uterine 
lining—endo, inside; metra, uterus; -osis, abnormal condition. 

2. (a) An incendiary statement, remark, speech, etc. figuratively 
enflames an audience, sets them afire, gets them excited, 
galvanizes them into action, etc. 

(b) Incense (IN’-sens) is a substance that sends off a pleasant 
odor when burned—often, but not necessarily, to mask 
unpleasant or telltale smells, as of marijuana smoke, etc. 

(c) To incense (in-SENS’) is to anger greatly, i.e., to “burn up.” 
"I'm all burned up” is etymologically an accurate translation 
of *T'm incensed." 

3. (a) Ardent (AHR’-dent)—burning with zeal, ambition, love, etc., 
as an ardent suitor, worker, etc. 

(b) Ardor (AHR’-der)—the noun form of ardent—burning 
passion, zeal, enthusiasm, etc. Alternate noun: ardency 
(AHR’-don-see). 

4. Megaphone. 

5. Megalopolis (meg'-o-LOP"-2-lis). 

6. Police. Politics. 


7. Bibliokleptomaniac (bib'-lee-o-klep'-to-MAY'-nee-ak): one who 
has an obsession for stealing books. Not too many years ago, an 
author titled his book, Steal This Book!, perhaps hoping to appeal to 
bibliokleptomaniacs; if the appeal was successful enough, his royalty 
statements must have been minuscule indeed! 

Gynekleptomaniac. 

Pedokleptomaniac. 

Androkleptomaniac. 

Demokleptomaniac. 

If you prefer to use shorter words, compulsive kidnapper or 
obsessive abductor will do as well for these words. 

8. Acromaniac. 

Agoramaniac. 
Claustromaniac. 

9. Kleptophobe; pyrophobe; gynephobe; androphobe; demophobe. 

Triskaidekaphobia (tris’-ki-dek’-o-FO’-bee-a) is the morbid dread of 
the number 13, from Greek triskai, three, deka, ten, and phobia. 

10. Gnosiology (no'-see-OL'-a-jee), the science or study of 
knowledge. 

11. Amadeus is love (Latin amor) God (Latin deus). Theophilus is 
love (Greek philos) God (Greek theos). Gottlieb is love (German Lieb) 
God (German Gott). 

Perhaps this explains why he started composing at the age of four 
and wrote forty-one symphonies. 

12. Cellophane—cellulose made to be transparent, i.e., to show 
what's wrapped in it. 

13. Hypoglycemia (hi-po-gli-SEE'-mee-o)—low blood sugar, a 
common ailment today, though I believe the AMA has called it a 
“non-disease” (Greek hypos, under; glykys, sweet; haima, blood). 

Haima, blood, is found in many English words, the root spelled 
either hem- or -em. Here are a few, with their etymological 
interpretations: 

(a) Hemorrhage—excessive blood flow. 
(b) Anemia—“no blood”—actually a pathological reduction of 
red blood corpuscles. 


(c) Hematology—science of blood (and its diseases). 

(d) Hemophilia—"love of blood”—actually a hereditary 
condition, occurring in males, in which the blood clots too 
slowly. 

(e) Hemoglobin—"blood gobules”—actually the red coloring 
matter of the red blood corpuscles. 

Hyperglycemia is the opposite of hypoglycemia. 
14. (a) Pantheon (PAN’-thee-on’)—a temple built in Rome in 27 
B.C. for “all the gods." 

(b) Pandemonium (pan’-da-MO’-nee-am)—a word supposedly 
coined by poet John Milton in Paradise Lost to signify the 
dwelling place of all the demons; now any wild and noisy 
disorder. 

(c) Panorama (pan'-o-RAM"-o or pan'-o-RAH'-mo)—a view (or 
a picture of such a view) all around—pan, all, plus horama, 
view. The adjective: panoramic (pan'-o-RAM'"-ik). 

15. Monarchy—rule by one person. 


Check your learning 


PREFIX, ROOT MEANING 
l. mater, matris 

EXAMPLE matronymic 

2. onyma 

EXAMPLE metronymic 

3. meter 

EXAMPLE metronymic 

4. metra 


EXAMPLE metritis 


5. endo- 
EXAMPLE endometriosis 
6. incendo, incensus 
EXAMPLE incendiary 
7. ardo 
EXAMPLE ardent 
8. megalo- 
EXAMPLE megalopolis 
9. polis 
EXAMPLE police 
10. demos 
EXAMPLE demokleptomaniac 
11. akros 
EXAMPLE acromaniac 
12. agora 
EXAMPLE agoramaniac 
13. claustrum 
EXAMPLE claustromaniac 
14. triskai 
EXAMPLE triskaidekaphobia 
15. deka 
EXAMPLE triskaidekaphobia 


16. gnosis 


EXAMPLE gnosiology 
17. amor 

EXAMPLE Amadeus 

18. deus 

EXAMPLE deity 

19. theos 

EXAMPLE Theophilus 
20. philos 

EXAMPLE hemophilia 
21. phanein 

EXAMPLE cellophane 
22. hypos 

EXAMPLE hypoglycemia 
23. glykys 

EXAMPLE hypoglycemia 
24. haima 

EXAMPLE hemorrhage 
25. an- 

EXAMPLE anemia 

26. hyper- 

EXAMPLE hyperglycemia 
27. pan 


EXAMPLE Pantheon 


28. horama 

EXAMPLE panorama 
29. archein 

EXAMPLE monarch 
30. monos 


EXAMPLE monarchy 


KEY: 1-mother, 2-name, 3-mother, 4-uterus, 5-inside, 6-to set on 
fire, 7-to burn, 8-big, large, great, 9-city, 10-people, 11- 
highest, 12-market place, 13-enclosed place, 14-three, 15- 
ten, 16-knowledge, 17-love, 18-God, 19-God, 20-love, 21-to 
show, 22-under, 23-sweet, 24-blood, 25-not, negative, 26- 
over, 27-all, 28-view, 29-to rule, 30-one 


CHAPTER 12: 


1. Survive. Noun: survival. 

2. Vivarium (vi-VAIR’-ee-am)—enclosed area in which plants and 
(small) animals live in conditions resembling their natural habitat. 
The suffix -ium usually signifies place where—solarium, a place for 
the sun to enter, or where one can sunbathe; aquarium, a place for 
water (Latin aqua, water), or fish tank; podium, a place for the feet 
(Greek podos, foot), or speaker's platform; auditorium, a place for 
hearing (or listening to) concerts, plays, etc. (Latin audio, to hear). 

3. Vita (VI’-ta), etymologically, life, is one's professional or career 
résumé. 

4. (a) Unicorn (Latin cornu, horn). 

(b) Uniform. 

(c) Unify (-fy, from facio, to make). 

(d) Unity. 

(e) Unicycle (Greek kyklos, circle, wheel). 

5. Anniversary—a year has turned. 

6. (a) Universe—everything turning as one. 

(b) University—highest institute of education—universal 
subjects taught, learned, etc., i.e., the curriculum covers the 
universe, is in no way restricted, etc. 

7. (a) Interstate. 


(b) International. 
(c) Intermediate. 
(d) Interrupt (Latin rumpo, ruptus, to break). 
(e) Interpersonal. 
8. (a) Intrastate. 
(b) Intranational. 
(c) Intrapersonal or intrapsychic. 
(d) Intramuscular. 


Check your learning 


PREFIX, ROOT MEANING 
1. vivo 
EXAMPLE Survive 
2. podos 
EXAMPLE podium 
3. vita 
EXAMPLE vita 
4. cornu 
EXAMPLE unicorn 
5. kyklos 
EXAMPLE unicycle 
6. annus 
EXAMPLE anniversary 
7. verto, versus 


EXAMPLE Universe 


8. unus 
EXAMPLE University 
9. inter- 
EXAMPLE interstate 
10. intra- 


EXAMPLE intrapsychic 


KEY: 1-to live, 2-foot, 3—life, 4-horn, 5-circle, wheel, 6-year, 7- 
to turn, 8-one, 9-between, 10-within 


CHAPTER 14: 


1. “View of Death." 
2. Thanatology. 
3. (a) Prophesy (PROF’-3-si’). 
(b) Prophecy (PROF’-9-see). 
(c) Prophet (PROF"'-ot). 

4. (a) Predict. 
(b) Prediction. 

5. Nostopathy—"disease" (tensions, insecurities, conflicts) on 
returning home after leaving the service. Some veterans could not 
face the freedom and responsibilities of being on their own. The 
Army, Navy, or Air Force had fed and clothed them and made 
decisions for them; now they had to readjust to civilian life. 

6. (a) Vulpicide. 

(b) Lupicide. 
(c) Felicide. 
(d) Ursicide. 

7. (a) Piscivorous (po-SIV'-ar-os). 

(b) Insectivorous (in'-sek-TIV'-or-os). 

8. Canaries, what else? 

9. Potentiate (po-TEN"-shee-ayt"). 


Check your learning 


PREFIX, ROOT MEANING 


1. thanatos 

EXAMPLE thanatology 
2. logos 

EXAMPLE thanatology 
3. opsis 

EXAMPLE Thanatopsis 
4. pheme 

EXAMPLE prophecy 
9. pro- 

EXAMPLE prophet 
6. pre- 

EXAMPLE predict 
7. dico, dictus 

EXAMPLE predict 
8. nostos 

EXAMPLE nostopathy 
9. pathos 

EXAMPLE nostopathy 

10. vulpus 

EXAMPLE vulpicide 

11. lupus 

EXAMPLE lupicide 


12. felis 


EXAMPLE felicide 

13. ursus 

EXAMPLE ursicide 
14. piscis 

EXAMPLE piscivorous 
15. voro 

EXAMPLE insectivorous 
16. caedo (-cide) 
EXAMPLE insecticide 
17. canis 

EXAMPLE canary 

18. potens, potentis 


EXAMPLE potentiate 


KEY: 1-death, 2-science, study, 3-view, 4-voice, 5-beforehand 6- 
before, 7-to say or tell, 8-a return, 9-disease, 10-fox, 11- 
wolf, 12-cat, 13-bear, 14-fish, 15-devour, 16-to kill (killing), 
17-dog, 18-powerful 


CHAPTER 15: 


1. Synagogue. 

2. Symbiosis (sim’-bi-O’-sis). Adjective: symbiotic (sim’-bi-OT’-ik). 

People (for example lovers, spouses, parent and child, etc.) also 
may live in a symbiotic relationship, each depending on the other for 
important services, emotional needs, etc.; each also providing these 
for the other. 


3. Symphony; symphonic. 

4. Symmetry (SIM'-o-tree); symmetrical (so-MET'-ro-kol) or 
symmetric (so-MET"'-rik). 

5. Syndrome (SIN'-drom). 

6. Hippodrome (HIP'-o-drom"); the word today is often used as the 
name of a movie theater or other place of entertainment. 

7. Hippopotamus. 


Check your learning 


PREFIX, ROOT MEANING 
l. syn- 

EXAMPLE Synagogue 

2. agogos 


EXAMPLE synagogue 


3. bios 

EXAMPLE symbiosis 
4. phone 

EXAMPLE symphonic 
5. metron 

EXAMPLE Symmetry 
6. dromos 

EXAMPLE syndrome 
7. hippos 

EXAMPLE hippodrome 
8. potamos 


EXAMPLE hippopotamus 


KEY:  1-with, together, 2-leader, leading, 3-life, 4-sound, 5- 
measurement, 6-a running, 7-horse, 8-river 


CHAPTER 16: 


1. Non sequitur (non SEK’-we-ter)—“it does not follow." 

2. (a) Second—following after the first. 

(b) Consecutive—following in proper order 

(c) Persecute—to follow (i.e., pursue) through and through; 
hence to annoy, harass continually for no good reason. 

(d) Prosecute—to follow before; hence to pursue (something) 
diligently or vigorously in order to complete it successfully 
(prosecute a campaign); or to start, or engage in, legal 
proceedings against, especially in an official capacity. 

3. (a) Superior. 

(b) Superficial. 

(c) Superfluous (so-PUR'"-flco-os). Noun: superfluity (sco'-por- 
FLOO'-o-tee). 

(d) Supernatural. 

(e) Supervise. 

4. (a) Cadence (KAY’-dans)—fall and rise of the voice in speaking; 
hence inflection, rhythm beat, etc. of sound or music. 
Adjective: cadent (KAY'-dont). 

(b) Occidental (ok'-so-DEN"-tol)—etymologically, falling. Hence 
relating to western countries, since the sun falls in the west; 
also, a native of such a country. Noun: Occident (OK'-so- 
dont). The sun rises in the east, so Latin orior, to rise, is the 
origin of the Orient, oriental, etc., and also of the verb orient 
(AW’-ree-ent’). To orient is to adjust to a place or situation; 
etymologically, to turn, or face, east. Noun: orientation. “I’m 


finally oriented" does not mean that I'm easternized or facing 
east, but that I have become familiar with, and comfortable 
in, a place, job, situation, etc. So to disorient (dis-AW'-ree- 
ent’) is to remove (someone's) orientation, or to confuse or 
bewilder, especially in reference to locality, direction, etc. 
Noun: disorientation. 

(c) Deciduous (do-SIJ"-oo-os)—falling down (Latin prefix de-). 
This adjective refers to trees whose leaves fall (down) every 
autumn. 

(d) Incident—that which falls upon, befalls, or happens. 

(e) Accident—that which falls to (ac- is a respelling of ad-, to, 
toward) someone or something (by chance). 

(f) Coincidence—co- is a respelling of con-, together. A 
coincidence occurs when two things befall, or happen, 
together, or at the same time, and by chance. 

5. Indolent (IN'-do-lont). Noun: indolence (IN’-do-lons). 

6. Dolores—from Spanish Maria de los Dolores, Mary of the 
Sorrows; hence, I guess, someone who is generally sorrowful, 
though the few Doloreses I have known do not live up to their 
etymology. 


Check your learning 


PREFIX, ROOT MEANING 
1. sequor, secutus 

EXAMPLE non sequitur, second 
2. per- 

EXAMPLE persecute 
3. pro- 


EXAMPLE prosecute 


4. super- 

EXAMPLE Superior 
5. fluo 

EXAMPLE superfluous 
6. cado 

EXAMPLE cadence 
7. orior 

EXAMPLE Orient 
8. dis- 

EXAMPLE disorient 
9. ad- (ac-) 

EXAMPLE accident 

10. doleo 

EXAMPLE indolent 

11. in- 


EXAMPLE indolence 


KEY: 1-to follow, 2-through, 3-beforehand, 4-above, 5-to flow, 6- 
to fall, 7-to rise, 8-negative prefix, 9-to, toward, 10-to suffer, 
to grieve, 11-negative prefix 
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HOW TO KEEP BUILDING YOUR 
VOCABULARY 


At commencement exercises, whether in elementary school, high 
school, or college, at least one of the speakers will inevitably point 
out to the graduates that this is not the end—not by a long shot. It is 
only the beginning; that's why it is called “commencement,” etc., 
etc. 

Of course the speaker is right—no educative process is ever the 
end; it is always the beginning of more education, more learning, 
more living. 

And that is the case here. What has happened to you as a result of 
your reaction to the material and suggestions in this book is only 
the beginning of your development. To stop increasing your 
vocabulary is to stop your intellectual growth. You will wish, I am 
sure, to continue growing intellectually as long as you remain alive. 
And with the momentum that your weeks of hard work have 
provided, continuing will not be at all difficult. 

Let me offer, as a summary of all I have said throughout the book, 
a recapitulation of the steps you must take so that your vocabulary 
will keep growing and growing. 


STEP ONE. You must become actively receptive to new words. 


Words won't come chasing after you—you must train yourself to 
be on a constant lookout, in your reading and listening, for any 
words that other people know and you don't. 


STEP TWO. You must read more. 

As an adult, you will find most of the sources of your supply of 
new words in books and magazines. Is your reading today largely 
restricted to a quick perusal of the daily newspaper? Then you will 
have to change your habits. If your aim is to have a superior 
vocabulary, you will have to make the time to read at least one 
book and several magazines every week. Not just this week and next 
week—but every week for the rest of your life. I have never met a 
single person who possessed a rich vocabulary who was not also an 
omnivorous reader. 


STEP THREE. You must learn to add to your own vocabulary the new 
words you meet in your reading. 

When you see an unfamiliar word in a book or magazine, do not 
skip over it impatiently. Instead, pause for a moment and say it over 
to yourself—get used to its sound and appearance. Then puzzle out 
its possible meaning in the context of the sentence. Whether you 
come to the right conclusion or not, whether indeed you are able to 
come to any intelligent conclusion at all, is of no importance. What 
is important is that you are, by this process, becoming 
superconscious of the word. As a result, you will suddenly notice 
that this very word pops up unexpectedly again and again in all 
your reading—for you now have a mind-set for it. And of course 
after you've seen it a few times, you will know fairly accurately not 
only what it means but the many ways in which it can be used. 


STEP FOUR. You must open your mind to new ideas. 

Every word you know is the translation of an idea. 

Think for a few minutes of the areas of human knowledge that 
may possibly be unknown to you—psychology, semantics, science, 
art, music, or whatever. Then attack one of these areas methodically 
—by reading books in the field. In every field, from the simplest to 


the most abstruse, there are several books written for the average, 
untrained lay reader that will give you both a good grasp of the 
subject and at the same time add immeasurably to your vocabulary. 
College students have large vocabularies because they are required 
to expose themselves constantly to new areas of learning. You must 
do the same. 


STEP FIVE. You must set a goal. 

If you do nothing about your vocabulary, you will learn, at most, 
twenty-five to fifty new words in the next twelve months. By 
conscious effort you can learn several thousand. Set yourself a goal of 
finding several new words every day. This may sound ambitious— 
but you will discover as soon as you start actively looking for new 
words in your reading, and actively doing reading of a more 
challenging type, that new words are all around you—that is, if 
you're ready for them. And understand this: vocabulary building 
snowballs. The results of each new day's search will be greater and 
greater—once you provide the necessary initial push, once you gain 
momentum, once you become addicted to looking for, finding, and 
taking possession of new words. 

And this is one addiction well worth cultivating! 


APPENDIX 


SOME ESOTERIC PHOBIAS 


(You will recognize many of the Greek roots on which these words 
are constructed) 


air: aerophobia 

animals: zoophobia 
beauty: callophobia 
birth: genophobia 

blood: hematophobia 
breasts: mastophobia 
burglars: scelerophobia 
burial alive: taphephobia 
cats: ailurophobia 
change: neophobia 
childbirth: maieusiophobia 
children: pedophobia 
colors: chromophobia 
crowds: ochlophobia 
darkness: nyctophobia 
death: thanatophobia 
depths: bathophobia 
disease: pathophobia 


doctors: iatrophobia 
dogs: cynophobia 

dying: thanatophobia 
emptiness: kenophobia 
everything: pantophobia 
eyes: ophthalmophobia 
fear: phobophobia 

feces: coprophobia 

feet: podophobia 

female genitals: eurotophobia 
filth: mysophobia 

fire: pyrophobia 

fish: ichthyophobia 

fog: homichlophobia 
food: cibophobia 
foreigners: xenophobia 
freaks: teratophobia 
frogs: batrachophobia 
ghosts: phasmophobia 
hands: chirophobia 

hair: trichophobia 
healers or healing: iatrophobia 
heat: thermophobia 

hell: stygiophobia 
horses: hippophobia 
insects: entomophobia 
knives: aichmophobia 
knowledge: gnosiophobia 
large things: megalophobia 
light: photophobia 
lightning: astrophobia 
males: androphobia 
many things: polyphobia 


marriage: gamophobia 
medicine: pharmacophobia 
mice: musophobia 
mirrors: spectrophobia 
mobs: ochlophobia 
motherhood: metrophobia 
motion: kinesophobia 
nakedness: gymnophobia 
needles: belonophobia 
newness: neophobia 
night: nyctophobia 
oceans: thalassophobia 
odors: osmophobia 

old age: geraphobia 

old men: gerontophobia 
pain: algophobia; odynophobia 
people: demophobia 
plants: botanophobia 
pleasure: hedonophobia 
poison: toxicophobia 
poverty: peniophobia 
prostitutes: pornophobia 
punishment: poinophobia 
rain: ombrophobia 

red: erythrophobia 

rivers: potamophobia 
robbers: harpaxophobia 
sameness: homophobia 
sex: genophobia 

sexual intercourse: coitophobia 
sinning: peccatophobia 
skin: dermatophobia 
sleep: hypnophobia 


small things: microphobia 
smothering: pnigerophobia 
snakes: ophidiophobia 
snow: chionophobia 
solitude: autophobia; monophobia 
sounds: acousticophobia 
speaking: lalophobia 
speaking aloud: phonophobia 
speech: logophobia 
spiders: arachneophobia 
stairs: climacophobia 
stars: siderophobia 
stealing: kleptophobia 
stillness: eremiophobia 
strangers: xenophobia 
strength: sthenophobia 
study: logophobia 
sunlight: heliophobia 
tapeworms: taeniophobia 
taste: geumophobia 

teeth: odontophobia 
thieves: kleptophobia 
thinking: phronemophobia 
thirteen (the number): triskaidekaphobia 
thirst: dipsophobia 
thunder: brontophobia 
time: chronophobia 
togetherness: synophobia 
travel: hodophobia 
ugliness: cacophobia 
voices: phemophobia 
vomiting: emetophobia 
walking: basiphobia 


watching: scoptophobia 
water: hydrophobia 
weakness: asthenophobia 
wealth: plutophobia 
wind: anemophobia 
women: gynephobia 
words: logophobia 

work: ergophobia 
writing: graphophobia 


Books by Norman Lewis 


30 Days to a More Powerful Vocabulary 
(written with Wilfred Funk) 


Word Power Made Easy 


Irregular Verbs 


This is a list of the English verbs that have an irregular past simple tense and an 
irregular past participle. If more than one form is listed, it may indicate that each 
form has a different meaning; you should check this in the dictionary. 


Infinitive 
arise 
awake 


be 
bear 


beat 


beget 
become 
befall 
begin 
behold 
belie 
bend 
beseech 


bestrew 


bestride 
bet 

bid 

bind 
bite 
bleed 
bless 
blow 
break 
breed 
bring 
broadcast 


build 
burn 
burst 
bust 


buy 
cast 
catch 
choose 
cleave 


cling 
come 
cost 
creep 
cut 
deal 


Past Simple 


arose 


awoke, 
(US ALSO awaked) 


was/were 
bore 


beat 


begot, begat 
became 
befell 
began 
beheld 
belied 

bent 


beseeched, 
besought 


bestrewed 


bestrode 
bet, betted 
bid, bade 
bound 

bit 

bled 
blessed, blest 
blew 
broke 

bred 
brought 


broadcast 
(US ALSO 
broadcasted) 


built 

burnt, burned 
burst 

(UK) bust, 
(US) busted 
bought 

cast 

caught 

chose 


cleaved, (US 
ALSO clove) 


clung 

came 

cost, costed 
crept 

cut 

dealt 


Past Participle 


arisen 
awoken 


been 


borne, 
(US ALSO born) 


beaten, 
(US ALSO beat) 


begotten, begot 
become 
befallen 

begun 

beheld 

belied 

bent 


beseeched, 
besought 


bestrewn, 
bestrewed 


bestridden 
bet, betted 
bid, bidden 
bound 
bitten 

bled 
blessed, blest 
blown 
broken 
bred 
brought 


broadcast 
(US ALSO 
broadcasted) 


built 

burnt, burned 
burst 

(UK) bust, 

(US) busted 
bought 

cast 

caught 

chosen 
cleaved, cloven 


clung 

come 

cost, costed 
crept 

cut 

dealt 


Infinitive 
dig 
dive 


draw 
dream 
drink 
drive 
dwell 
eat 

fall 
feed 
feel 
fight 
find 
flee 
fling 

fly 
forbid 
forecast 
foresee 
forget 
forgive 
forgo 
forsake 
forswear 
freeze 
gainsay 
get 


gird 

give 

go 

grind 
grow 
hang 
have 
hear 

hew 

hide 

hit 

hold 

hurt 
input 
interbreed 
interweave 
keep 
knee 

knit 


Past Simple 


dug 
dived, (US ALSO) 
dove 


drew 

dreamed, dreamt 
drank 

drove 

dwelt, dwelled 
ate 

fell 

fed 

felt 

fought 

found 

fled 

flung 

flew 

forbade, forbad 
forecasted, forecast 
foresaw 

forgot 

forgave 
forwent 
forsook 
forswore 

froze 

gainsaid 

got 


girded, girt 
gave 

went 

ground 

grew 

hung, hanged 
had 

heard 

hewed 

hid 

hit 

held 

hurt 

inputted, input 
interbred 
interwove 
kept 

knelt, kneeled 
knitted, knit 


Past Participle 


dug 
dived 


drawn 
dreamed, dreamt 
drunk 

driven 

dwelt, dwelled 
eaten 

fallen 

fed 

felt 

fought 

found 

fled 

flung 

flown 
forbidden 
forecasted, forecast 
foreseen 
forgotten 
forgiven 
forgone 
forsaken 
forsworn 
frozen 
gainsaid 

got, (US ALSO 
gotten 
girded, girt 
given 

gone 

ground 
grown 

hung, hanged 
had 

heard 

hewed, hewn 
hidden 

hit 

held 

hurt 

inputted, input 
interbred 
interwoven 
kept 

knelt, kneeled 


knitted, (US ALSO 
knit) 


Infinitive 
know 

lead 

lean 


leap 
learn 


leave 
lend 

let 

lie 

light 
lip-read 
lose 
make 
mean 
meet 
mimic 
miscast 
mishear 
mislay 
mislead 
misspell 


misspend 
mistake 
misunderstand 
mow 
offset 
outbid 
outdo 
outfight 
outgrow 
outrun 
outsell 
outshine 
overbid 
overcome 
overdo 
overdraw 
overeat 
overhang 
overhear 
overlay 
overload 


overpay 
override 
overrun 
oversee 
overshoot 
oversleep 
overspend 
overtake 
overthrow 
overwrite 
partake 


Past Simple 


knew 
ed 


eaned, (UK ALSO 
eant) 


eapt, leaped 
earned, (UK ALSO 
earnt) 

eft 

ent 

et 

ay, lied 

it, lighted 
ip-read 

ost 

made 

mean 

met 
mimicked 
miscast 
misheard 
mislaid 
misled 


misspelled, 
(UK ALSO misspelt) 


misspent 
mistook 
misunderstood 
mowed 
offset 
outbid 
outdid 
outfought 
outgrew 
outran 
outsold 
outshone 
overbid 
overcame 
overdid 
overdrew 
overate 
overhung 
overheard 
overlaid 
overloaded 


overpaid 
overrode 
overran 
oversaw 
overshot 
overslept 
overspent 
overtook 
overthrew 
overwrote 
partook 
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PastParticiple | Infinitive 
known pay 
ed plead 
eaned (UK ALSO 
eant) preset 
eapt, leaped prove 
earned, (UK ALSO put 
earnt) quit 
eft read /rizd/ 
ent rebuild 
et recast 
ain, lied refit 
it, lighted remake 
ip-read rend 
ost 
made repay 
meant rerun 
met resit 
mimicked rethink 
miscast TANIN 
misheard rid 
mislaid ride 
misled pag 
misspelled, rise 
(UK ALSO misspelt) run 
misspent saw 
mistaken 
misunderstood say 
mown, mowed E 
offset sel 
outbid, outbidden Bi d 
outdone es 
outfought ki 
outgrown bii 

shake 
outrun nan 
outsold 

shed 
outshone : 
overbid Se 

shit 
overcome 

shoe 
overdone 
overdrawn shoot 
overeaten shaw 
overhung shrink 
overheard shut 
overlaid sink 
overloaded, (UK sit 
ALSO) overladen slay 
overpaid sleep 
overridden alite 
overrun sling 
overseen slink 
overshot slit 
overslept ameli 
overspent 
overtaken smite 
overthrown sneak 
overwritten 
partaken sow 


Past Simple 
paid 

pleaded, (US ALSO 
pled) 

preset 

proved 

put 

quit, quitted 
read /red/ 
rebuilt 

recast 

refit, refitted 
remade 


rent, (US ALSO 
rended) 


repaid 
reran 
resat 
rethought 
rewrote 
rid 

rode 
rang 
rose 
ran 
sawed 


said 
saw 
sought 
sold 
sent 
set 
sewed 
shook 
sheared 
shed 
shone 
shit, shat, shitted 


shod, (US ALSO 
shoed) 


shot 
showed 
shrank 
shut 

sank 

sat 

slew, slayed 
slept 

slid 

slung 

slunk 

slit 
smelled, (UK ALSO 
smelt) 
smote 


sneaked, (US ALSO 
snuck) 


sowed 


IRREGULAR VERBS 


Past Participle 
paid 

pleaded, (US ALSO 
pled) 

preset 

proved, proven 
put 

quit, quitted 

read /red/ 

rebuilt 

recast 

refit, refitted 
remade 


rent, (US ALSO 
rended) 


repaid 
rerun 
resat 
rethought 
rewritten 
rid 

ridden 
rung 

risen 

run 


sawn, (US ALSO 
sawed) 


said 

seen 

sought 

sold 

sent 

set 

sewn, sewed 
shaken 
sheared, shorn 
shed 

shone 

shit, shat, shitted 


shod, (US ALSO 
shoed) 


shot 
shown 
shrunk 
shut 
sunk 
sat 
slain 
slept 
slid 
slung 
slunk 
slit 
smelled, (UK ALSO 
smelt) 
smitten 


sneaked, (US ALSO 
snuck) 


sown, sowed 


IRREGULAR VERBS 


Infinitive 
speak 
speed 

spell 


spend 
spill 


spin 
spit 
split 
spoil 
spotlight 
spring 
stand 
steal 
stick 
sting 
stink 


strew 
stride 
strike 


string 
strive 
sublet 
swear 
sweep 
swell 
swim 
swing 
take 
teach 
tear 
tell 
think 


Past Simple 


spoke 

sped, speeded 
spelled, (UK ALSO 
spelt) 

spent 

spilled, (UK ALSO 
spilt) 

spun 

spat, (US ALSO spit) 
split 

spoiled, spoilt 
spotlighted, spotlit 
sprang 

stood 

stole 

stuck 

stung 


stank, (US ALSO 
stunk) 


strewed 
strode 
struck 


strung 
strove, strived 
sublet 
swore 
swept 
swelled 
swam 
swung 
took 
taught 
tore 
told 
thought 


Past Participle | Infinitive 
spoken thrive 
sped, speeded 

spelled, (UKALSO | throw 
spelt) thrust 
spent tread 
spilled, (UK ALSO 

spilt) typecast 
spun unbend 
spat, (US ALSOspit) | undercut 
split undergo 
spoiled, spoilt underlie 
spoltlighted, spotlit | underpay 
sprung underwrite 
stood undersell 
stolen understand 
stuck undertake 
stung undo 
stunk unwind 
strewn, strewed pne 
strode T 
struck, (usaiso | Wake 
stricken) waylay 
strung neal 
striven, strived Weave 
sublet wed 
sworn Wesen 
swept wet 
swollen, swelled win 
swuri wind 
swung withdraw 
taken withhold 
taught withstand 
torn wreak 
told wring 
thought write 


Past Simple 
thrived, (US ALSO 
throve) 

threw 

thrust 


trod, (US ALSO 
treaded) 


typecast 
unbent 
undercut 
underwent 
underlay 
underpaid 
underwrote 
undersold 
understood 
undertook 
undid 
unwound 
upheld 

upset 

woke 
waylaid 
wore 

wove, weaved 
wedded, wed 
wept 

wet, wetted 
won 

wound 
withdrew 
withheld 
withstood 
wrought, wreaked 
wrung 

wrote 
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Past Participle 
thrived, (US ALSO 
thriven) 

thrown 

thrust 


trodden, (US ALSO 
trod) 


typecast 
unbent 
undercut 
undergone 
underlain 
underpaid 
underwritten 
undersold 
understood 
undertaken 
undone 
unwound 
upheld 

upset 

woken 
waylaid 
worn 

woven, weaved 
wedded, wed 
wept 

wet, wetted 
won 

wound 
withdrawn 
withheld 
withstood 
wrought, wreaked 
wrung 
written 
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Spotting Errors asked in SSC GD 2022 4. discussing the environment 


Nandu will / leave for the airport / as The technician has found it / extremely 


soon as/ataxi arrive. 
1. a taxi arrive 

2. leave for the airport 
3. Nandu will 


4. as soon as 


Our soldiers have being / making a clean 


sweep of the / sheep and poultry on the 


route. 

1. No error 

2. sheep and poultry on the route 

3. Our soldiers have being 

4. making a clean sweep of the 

My aunt Geeta, / is knowing / my friend 
Rudransh / very well. 

1. very well 

2. My aunt Geeta 

3. is knowing 

4. my friend Rudransh 

l has been / visiting my / family and 
relatives / during the winter vacation. 
1. during the winter vacation 

2. family and relatives 

3. visiting my 

4. | has been 

This day next year / I will having a 
conference with / the international 
board / discussing the environment. 
1. | will having a conference with 

2. the international board 


3. This day next year, 


difficult to fix / the error in the 
programme. 

1. The technician has found it 

2. No error 

3. the error in the programme 

4. extremely difficult to fix 

The peon / was brought / a cup of / 
coffee for Naina. 

1. coffee for Naina 

2. a cup of 

3. was brought 

4. The peon 

| can't say for sure/ what make him/ 
think of such an/ outrageously absurd 
idea. 

1. | can't say for sure 

2. what make him 

3. think of such an 

4. outrageously absurd idea 

While my wife / cooked the food, / I 
writing / a book. 

1. a book 

2. cooked the food, 

3. I writing 

4. While my wife 

lam give / a speech on / emerging 
economic dynamics / in the program. 
1.1 am give 

2.a speech on 


3. emerging economic dynamics 
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4. in the program 

The software detected an anomaly 
cause by the virus. 

1. cause by the virus 

2. an anomaly 

3. The software detected 

4. No error 

My friend Ragini /shall completed/ her 
task/ by then. 

1. her task 

2. shall completed 

3. bythen 

4. My friend Ragini 

The blind man can perform / wonderfully 
well even though / he was old now. 

1. he was old now 

2. No error 

3. The blind man can perform 

4. wonderfully well even though 

I will driving/ you to/ the station/ in the 
morning. 

1. in the morning 

2. | will driving 

3. you to 

4. the station 

The teacher will / certainly help you / if 
you will / ask her. 

1. The teacher will 

2. ask her 

3. certainly help you 


4. if you will 


l hope / you will / helped me / this 
weekend. 

1. | hope 

2. helped me 

3. you will 

4. this weekend 

Smith will / be learning / French when / 
they are arriving. 

1. be learning 

2. French when 

3. Smith will 

4. they are arriving 

Her knowledge of English are very 
limited. 

1. knowledge of English are 

2. very limited 

3. Her 

4. No Error 

The patient / look / a little more cheerful 
/ this morning 

1. The patient 

2. this morning 

3. look 

4. a little more cheerful 

| have waiting / anxiously / for my / exam 
results. 

1. exam results 

2. | have waiting 

3. anxiously 

4. for my 

He said that / he had want / to read a/ 


novel by Enid Blyton. 
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1. he had want 

2.toreada 

3. novel by Enid Blyton 

4. He said that 

The immense talent / we having at our 
disposalis / impressive to say the least. 
1. we having at our disposalis 

2. impressive to say the least 

3. No error 

4. The immense talent 

They have / always take / an hour’s walk 
/ before breakfast. 

1. an hour's walk 

2. always take 

3. before breakfast 

4. They have 

If the charge that he conspired / to raze a 
building is valid,/ there is great deal to 
answer for. 

1. No error 

2. there is great deal to answer for 

3. If the charge that he conspired 

4. to raze a building is valid 

It will take / 5 minutes to / preparing a 
cup of tea. 

1. No error 

2. preparing a cup of tea 

3. It will take 

4. 5 minutes to 

Rover had eaten the pie before we gets 
home. 


1. we gets home 


2. Rover had eaten 

3. No error 

4. the pie before 

Don't panic! / We won't leave you alone 
in trouble / when you travelling with us. 
1. when you travelling with us. 

2. Don't panic! 

3. No error 

4. We won't leave you alone in trouble 
The coach said / that Shreyas / had 
practicing on / the lawn tennis court. 

1. the lawn tennis court 

2. that Shreyas 

3. The coach said 

4. had practicing on 

He will give you / good advice if / you will 
ask him. 

1. He will give you 

2. you will ask him 

3. good advice if 

4. No error 

He goes to Shimla every year but this 
year he was going to Goa. 

1. he was going to Goa 

2. No error 

3. but this year 

4. He goes to Shimla every year 

Her bookstore flourished / because / she 
picks / a good location. 

1. Her bookstore flourished 

2. because 


3. a good location 
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4. she picks 


Dad, will you get me a box of crayons / 
on your way home? Teacher told us 
yesterday, *You must bring / a box of 
crayons with you to the drawing class./ 
Or will not be let you stay in the class.” 
1. Or I will not be let you stay in the 
class". 

2. on your way home? Teacher said 
yesterday, “You must bring 

3. Dad, will you get me a box of crayons 
4. a box of crayons with you to the 


drawing class. 


Since the last three years, / Sunita has 
been running / private hostels near this 
university. 

1. Sunita has been running 

2. No error 

3. private hostels near this university 

4. Since the last three years 

The shield used by the / warrior have 
been one / made of strong iron. 

1. No error 

2. warrior have been one 

3. made of strong iron 

4. The shield used by the 

The instructions on the bottle say - open 
the packet and poured the contents into 
hot water. 


1. say - open the packet and 


2. poured the contents 

3. into hot water 

4. The instructions on the bottle 

The old man thought his younger 
daughter was mocking at him. 

1. his younger daughter 

2. was mocking at him 

3. No error 

4. The old man thought 

Very few animals / was / as faithful as / 
the dog. 

1. the dog 

2. as faithful as 

3. was 

4. Very few animals 

What does kangaroos / eat? / They are / 
quite strong. 

1. quite strong 

2. They are 

3. What does kangaroos 

4. eat 

Sam shall went to / the office tomorrow 
to / get back his original documents / 
lying with the staff. 

1. get back his original documents 

2. Sam shall went to 

3. the office tomorrow to 

4. lying with the staff 

Last night I played my guitar loudly and 
the neighbours complain. 

1. Last night | played 


2. and the neighbours complain 
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3. No error 

4. my guitar loudly 

| visit my school / once a year / to 
meeting / my former teachers. 

1. my former teachers 

2. I visit my school 

3. once a year 


4. to meeting 


Mrs. Meera and family / have received 
his letter / a week ago. 

1. a week ago 

2. No error 

3. received his letter 


4. Mrs. Meera and family 


When! / was / young, / play hockey. 
1. was 

2. Whenl 

3. young, | 

4. play hockey 

The policeman / walk along the / road 
when I saw / a body in the gutter. 

1. walk along the 

2. a body in the gutter 

3. The policeman 

4. road when | saw 

An old man sit down and read his book 
on his lush green lawn. 

1. An old man sit down 

2. and read his book 


3. on his lush green lawn 


4. No error 

| had take a vow of celibacy which was a 
part of my training while | was in the 
temple. 

1. I had take a vow of celibacy which was 
a part of my training while | was in the 
temple. 

2. | had take a vow of celibacy which was 
a part of my training while I was in the 
temple. 

3. | had take a vow of celibacy which was 
a part of my training while I was in the 
temple. 

4. | had take a vow of celibacy which was 
a part of my training while | was in the 


temple. 


I told Jack that we seen a good film last 
week with our friends from Mexico. 

1. week with our 

2. | told Jack that we 

3. seen a good film last 


4. friends from Mexico 


My sister / is come for / a short holiday / 
from the US. 

1. from the US 

2. a short holiday 

3. My sister 

4. is come for 

How foolish I was to have believe that 


young woman! 
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1. to have believe 


2. No error 


3. How foolish | was 


4. that yung woman 


We all know that sugar and honey tastes 


very sweet. 
1. sweet 
2. know 


3. tastes 


4. all 
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The state of being unmarried by choice 
1. Isolation 

2. Celibacy 

3. Polygamy 

4. Monogamy 


Capable of bending easily without 
breaking 


1. Durable 
2. Rigid 

3. Brittle 
4. Pliable 


The dark shape and outline of something 
visible against a bright background 


1. Image 

2. Shadow 

3. Mirage 

4. Silhouette 

Following or occurring after death 
1. Postponed 

2. Posthumous 

3. Anonymous 


4. Mortal 


An original model from which later forms 


are developed 
1. Prototype 
2. Descendent 
3. Ancestor 


4. Manuscript 


1. Tolerent 

2. Hygiene 

3. Catalogue 
4. Schedule 
1. Guage 

2. Relish 

3. Caution 

4. Thrive 

1. Exceptional 
2. Enthusiasm 
3. Entity 

4. Eminant 

1. Forfeit 

2. Fascinate 


3. Feign 
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4. Forlon 


Envisage 

1. Describe 

2. Deceive 

3. Imagine 

4. Ridicule 
Appraise 

1. Amend 

2. Assess 

3. Neglect 

4. Revolt 
Contemptible 

1. Abhorrent 

2. Admirable 

3. Ambiguous 

4. Adamant 
Implacable 

1. Magnanimous 
2. Relentless 

3. Compassionate 
4. Remorseful 


Mitigate 
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1. Incite 

2. Aggravate 
3. Alleviate 
4. Intensify 
Redundant 
1. Bombastic 
2. Superfluous 
3. Essential 
4. Excessive 
Resilience 
1. Courage 
2. Flexibility 
3. Elasticity 
4. Rigidity 
Diminish 

1. Curtail 

2. Abate 

3. Recede 
4. Extend 
Illicit 

1. Ethical 

2. Prohibited 


3. Unlawful 
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4. Furtive 1. Be honest 

Equanimity 2. Become conceited 

1. Agitation 3. Respect oneself 

2. Assurance 4. Remain calm 

3. Serenity To draw a blank 

4. Calmness 1. To forget someone close 


2. To get no results 
A wet blanket 3. To win a lottery 
1. A person who spoils other people's fun 4. To become unconscious 


2. A person who is enthusiastic 


3. An unwelcome guest A group of cattle or sheep 
4. An unpleasant experience 1. Shoal 

Losing ground 2. Brood 

1. Becoming deeply engraved 3. Swarm 

2. Becoming less acceptable 4. Herd 

3. Acquiring power One who is easily deceived 
4. Continuing as before 1. Credible 

Out of the blue 2. Inedible 

1. Carefully planned 3. Gullible 

2. Emerge victorious 4. Inaudible 

3. Completely unexpected Something that is no longer in use 
4. Belonging to nobility 1. Contemporary 


Keep one's head 2. Aged 


>] @English With Rani Ma'am 


@English With Rani Ma'am 
English With Rani Ma'am O 
(a) Englishwithranimam(Uclive) 3 @®Ranimam.com 


3. Faded 
4. Obsolete 


Study of the earth and its structure and 


processes 
1. Philanthropy 
2. Geology 

3. Philosophy 
4. Psychology 
A group of birds 
1. Flock 

2. Pride 

3. Pack 


4. Herd 


One who does one’s work thoroughly and 


seriously 

1. Conscientious 

2. Curious 

3. Conscious 

4. Enthusiastic 

To protect from harm or danger 
1. Pretend 

2. Defend 


3. Guide 


4. Advise 
Safe to drink 
1. Portable 
2. Potable 
3. Edible 

4. Nutritious 


A disease persisting for a long time or 


recurring again and again 
1. Certified 

2. Chronic 

3. Chronological 

4. Confirmed 

The study of plants 

1. Botany 

2. Radiology 

3. Zoology 

4. Geology 


Scientific study of the human mind and 
behaviour 


1. Anthropology 
2. Philosophy 
3. Psychology 


4. Biology 
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Someone who looks at the brighter side 


of things 1. Definately 
1. Pessimist 2. Immediate 
2. Narcissist 3. Illegal 
3. Optimist 4. Pathetic 
4. Atheist 
One who doesn't believe in the existence 1. Swindel 
of God 

2. Suspicious 
1. Egoist 

3. Supplement 
2. Hypocrite 

4. Sweater 
3. Fatalist 
4. Atheist 

1. Regular 
Fear of water 

2. Listener 
1. Claustrophobia 

3. Creator 
2. Hydrophobia 

4. Prisonor 
3. Acrophobia 
4. Xenophobia 

1. Instalment 

2. Leisure 

3. Fruad 
1. Ilegal 

4. Jealous 
2. Appeal 


3. Appropriate 
1. Acommodate 


A 


. Irresponsible 
2. legible 


>] @English With Rani Ma'am 


@English With Rani Ma'am 
English With Rani Ma'am O 
(a) Englishwithranimam(Uclive) ' @®Ranimam.com 


3. Illiterate Pertinent 
4. Acclimatise 1. Living 

2. Puzzling 
1. Peculiar 3. Relevant 
2. Excellent 4. Unrelated 
3. Acrue Perilous 
4. Grammar 1. Hazardous 

2. Enormous 
Strenuous 3. Tremendous 
1. Amicable 4. Populous 
2. Formidable Annul 
3. Manageable 1. Create 
4. Effective 2. Increase 
Hardship 3. Invalidate 
1. Miracle 4. Uphold 
2. Comfort Mutant 
3. Benefit 1. Disabled 
4. Tribulation 2. Superhuman 
Devoid 3. Flawless 
1. Entire 4. Deviant 
2. Lacking 
3. Filled Impudent 
4. Complete 1. Bold 
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2. Impulsive Hospitable 

3. Respectful 1. Amicable 

4. Rude 2. Efficient 

Inscrutable 3. Caring 

1. Enigmatic 4. Unfriendly 

2. Comprehensible Renew 

3. Appropriate 1. Reissue 

4. Amiable 2. Reform 

Establish 3. Exhaust 

1. Create 4. Increase 

2. Endow 

3. Provide Go back to the drawing board 

4. Displace 1. Start planning all over again 
Enthusiasm 2. Go backwards as the road is closed 
1. Passion 3. Have a totally different strategy 
2. Eagerness 4. Work hard to succeed 

3. Energy Give someone the cold shoulder 
4. Lethargy 1. Treat someone nicely 

Fervor 2. Ignore someone 

1. Intensity 3. Treat cruelly 

2. Apathy 4. Press hard 

3. Zeal A stitch in time saves nine. 


4. Seriousness 
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1. Time spent on useless activities must 


be avoided. 


2. It is better to take timely action and 


you will become prosperous. 
3. It is good to stitch together small bits. 


4. It is better to solve a problem straight 


away and not let it become bigger. 
Be the devil's advocate 

1. Stand opposite a person in court 
2. Become a successful lawyer 

3. Stop supporting a friend 

4. Present counter arguments 

Go to the dogs 

1. Be loyal to someone 

2. Defend someone 

3. Be ruined or destroyed 

4. Fail miserably 

Shed light on 

1. To reduce weight 

2. To explain a situation 

3. To disconnect electricity 

4. To light a fire 


Hold your horses 


1. Run slowly 

2. Take control 

3. Be patient 

4. Feel nervous 

Hit a brick wall 

1. Use unfair tactics 

2. Hit someone with a brick 
3. Go to sleep 

4. Encounter an obstacle 
Lock horns 

1. Fight with someone 

2. Defeat someone 

3. Find a mate 

4. Make a team 

Get out of hand 

1. Run away from somebody 
2. Not able to finish 

3. Become difficult to control 
4. Be depressed 

Let the cat out of the bag 
1. Be very truthful 

2. Reveal a secret 


3. Be kind 
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4. Be funny 


Bite off more than you can chew 
1. Work very hard to accomplish a job 
2. Try to do something that is very easy 


3. Take on more work than you can 


handle 


4. Use all possible tricks to achieve 


SUCCESS 
Raining cats and dogs 
1. Raining heavily 

2. A dangerous situation 
3. A noisy place 

4. A place full of animals 
A dime a dozen 

1. Very costly and rare 
2. Very difficult to find 

3. Easy to handle 


4. Common and easily available 


An animal that can live in water as well 


as on land 


1. Herbivore 


2. Amphibian 

3. Mammal 

4. Carnivore 
Having or showing no emotion 
1. Sympathetic 

2. Empathetic 

3. Apathetic 

4. Compassionate 
Able to be heard 
1. Legible 

2. Audible 

3. Edible 

4. Credible 


A doctor who specialises in X-rays and 
other kind of radiations 


1. Nephrologist 
2. Urologist 

3. Radiologist 
4. Cardiologist 


A remark that expresses approval or 


admiration 
1. Compliment 


2. Critique 
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3. Complement 
4. Censure 


Vertebrate animals that crawl on the 
ground 


1. Amphibians 
2. Mammals 
3. Insects 

4. Reptiles 


Officially make a student leave a school 


for ever 

1. Evacuate 

2. exclude 

3. Eject 

4. Expel 

An image of God used for worship 
1. Logo 

2. Idol 

3. Ideal 

4. Model 

All the customers of a business 
1. Workers 

2. Leaders 


3. Clientele 


4. Executives 
To stay longer than necessary 
1. Wander 

2. Digress 

3. Stroll 

4. Linger 

Full of people 
1. Popular 

2. Populous 
3. Porous 

4. Prominent 


An afternoon performance of a play, film 


or show 

1. Circus 

2. Musical 
3. Exhibition 
4. Matinee 


To steal and pass off ideas and words of 


another as one's own 
1. Plagiarize 

2. Familiarize 

3. Review 


4. Credit 
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A person, animal or plant belonging 


originally to a place 
1. Native 

2. Resident 

3. Alien 


4. Occupant 


A group of vehicles travelling together, 
typically one accompanied by armed 
troops 


1. Fleet 

2. Convoy 

3. Procession 

4. Armada 

Not allowed to do or be something 
1. Inelegant 

2. Insincere 

3. Indelible 

4. Ineligible 


A person who wanders from place to 
place without a home or job. 


1. Refugee 
2. Truant 


3. Vagabond 


4. Migrant 


The belief that people cannot change or 
avoid what happens 


1. Populism 

2. Fatalism 

3. Truism 

4. Heroism 

A place where pigs are kept 
1. Sty 

2. Kennel 

3. Stable 

4. Shed 


To have a strong feeling of sympathy 
with a desire to help. 


1. Gratitude 

2. Apathy 

3. Compassion 
4. Brutality 


A room where food, crockery and cutlery 
are kept 


1. Pantry 
2. Gallery 


3. Bakery 
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4. Dispensary 


A group of people, especially traders or 
pilgrims, travelling together across a 
desert 


1. Convoy 

2. Parade 

3. Caravan 

4. Procession 

a low area of land between hills 
1. plateau 

2. valley 

3. beach 

4. gulf 


A place where government records are 


kept 

1. Archive 

2. Library 

3. Godown 

4. Warehouse 

to walk unsteadily as if about to fall 
1. stride 

2. jog 


3. stagger 


4. stroll 


1. Devote 
2. Design 
3. Delegate 


4. Deleate 


1. attendence 
2. pressure 
3. punctuation 
4. irrigation 
Vigilant 

1. Relentless 
2. Powerful 
3. Impetuous 
4. Watchful 
Enumerate 

1. Guess 

2. List 

3. Subtract 

4. Recite 
Pragmatic 


1. Unwise 


EB @english with Rani Ma'am 
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2. Idealistic 
3. Realistic 
4. Improper 
Wreck 

1. Remain 
2. Damage 
3. Substitute 
4. Lose 
Triumph 

1. Sorrow 

2. Disaster 
3. Failure 

4. Victory 
Staunch 

1. Graceful 
2. Faithful 

3. Frightful 
4. Joyful 
Surge 

1. Lack 

2. Fall 

3. Rise 


4. Need 
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Reluctant 
1. Doubtful 
2. Clear 

3. Inclined 
4. Hesitant 
Reckless 
1. Wise 

2. Cautious 
3. Careless 
4. Heedful 
Hamper 

1. Permit 
2. Block 

3. Push 

4. Facilitate 
Ramify 

1. Combine 
2. Split 

3. Unify 

4. Link 
Distinguished 
1. Lowly 


2. Practical 
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3. Acclaimed 1. Joy 

4. Ordinary 2. Blessing 
Lofty 3. Tragedy 

1. Humble 4. Help 

2. Keen Recapitulate 
3. Noble 1. Surrender 
4. Active 2. Yield 

Just 3. Prolong 

1. Biased 4. Summarize 
2. Wrong Jostle 

3. Fair 1. Shove 

4. Partial 2. Control 
Fragile 3. Hinder 

1. Frail 4. Swallow 

2. Agile 

3. Strong Release 

4. Robust 1. Incarcerate 
Distinguished 2. Confine 

1. Honoured 3. Emancipate 
2. Obscure 4. Hold 

3. Available Condone 

4. Prosperous 1. Reveal 
Disaster 2. Seize 


>] @English With Rani Ma'am 


3. Forgive 
4. Rejoice 
Rejoice 

1. Conceal 
2. Exult 

3. Grieve 
4. Brood 
Pious 

1. Wicked 
2. Wise 

3. Active 
4. Religious 
Camouflage 
1. Veil 

2. Display 
3. Open 

4. Reveal 
Lure 

1. Attract 
2. Free 

3. Push 

4. Reject 


Chaos 
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1. Normality 
2. Pandemonium 
3. Disappearance 
4. Harmony 
Detect 

1. Ignore 

2. Invent 

3. Suspect 
4. Discover 
Defer 

1. Postpone 
2. Hasten 
3. Advance 
4. Continue 
Morose 

1. beautiful 
2. delightful 
3. faithful 

4. mournful 
Conceit 

1. Vanity 

2. Humility 


3. Modesty 
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4. Gravity 
Gloomy 
1. Dull 

2. Bright 
3. Hopeful 


4. Lively 


Dunce 

1. Knucklehead 
2. Coward 

3. Sage 

4. Silent 
Confirm 

1. Affirm 

2. Verify 

3. Validate 
4. Contradict 
Hostile 

1. Nasty 

2. Hateful 

3. Friendly 
4. Mean 


Enrich 


1. Deplete 
2. Garnish 
3. Displease 
4. Replete 
Delay 

1. Restrict 
2. Advance 
3. Hold 

4. Postpone 
Generous 

1. Big-hearted 
2. Honest 
3. Charitable 
4. Miserly 
Sufficient 

1. Ample 

2. Plentiful 
3. Adequate 
4. Meagre 
Talkative 

1. Garrulous 
2. Conversational 


3. Chatty 
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4. Withdrawn 2. Continual 
Conceit 3. Longlasting 
1. Pomposity 4. Abiding 

2. Vanity 


3. Immodesty 
4. Humility 
Defamatory 
1. Insulting 

2. Slandering 
3. Unflattering 
4. Complimentary 
Fret 

1. Bother 

2. Please 

3. Worry 

4. Disturb 
Hollow 

1. Curved 

2. Empty 

3. Narrow 

4. Solid 
Perennial 


1. Temporary 


Melodramatic 
1. Theatrical 
2. Artificial 

3. Exaggerated 
4. Normal 
Impatient 

1. Anxious 

2. Irritable 

3. Tolerant 

4. Restless 
Prosper 

1. Thrive 

2. Decline 

3. Bloom 

4. Burgeon 
Filthy 

1. Soiled 

2. Dirty 


3. Immaculate 
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4. Stale 
Humble 

1. Arrogant 
2. Poor 

3. Modest 
4. Meek 
Fasten 

1. Release 
2. Catch 

3. Attach 


4. Connect 
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Spotting Errors asked in SSC GD 2021 


The tornadoes / on the east coast / gives rise / 
to tsunamis. 


1. on the east coast 
2. gives rise 


3. to tsunamis 4. The 
tornadoes 


Last night's / Christmas party was fun. / | wish / 
you would come. 


1. you would come 

2. Last night's 

3. | wish 

4. Christmas party was fun 


God is great / and we could / be grateful to him 
for all the gifts / he has bestowed on 


us. 
1. God is great 

2. and we could 

3. he has bestowed on us 

4. be grateful to him for all the gifts 


We forgot / to wish Susan / in her birthday / this 
year. 


1. in her birthday 
2. this year 

3. We forgot 

4. to wish Susan 


He had / prepare well / before the examination 
/ so he did well. 


1. before the examination 


2. so he did well 
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3. prepare well 
4. He had 


John wanted to know/ if will John / come to the 
college / in the evening. 


1. come to the college 
2. in the evening 

3. John wanted to know 
4. if will John 


Owing for / his illness, / he couldn’t achieve / 
his goals. 


1. he couldn’t achieve 
2. his illness 

3. Owing for 

4. his goals 


Burning of / fossil fuels is / causing pollution / 
in recent time. 


1. Burning of 

2. causing pollution 

3. in recent time 

4. fossil fuels is 

Have you saw / my iPad / anywhere? 
1. my iPad 

2. anywhere 

3. No error 

4. Have you saw 


Sidharth made earnest attempts / to change / 
for better, / but nothing happened. 


1. for better 
2. to change 
3. but nothing happened 


4. Sidharth made earnest attempts 
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There is / hardly some / petrol left / in the car. 
1. in the car 

2. There is 

3. petrol left 

4. hardly some 

I think / he has / settled / in United States. 

1. settled 

2. in United States 

3. I think 

4. he has 


Ajit asked me / how could I solve / the complex 
puzzle / so easily. 


1. so easily 

2. the complex puzzle 
3. Ajit asked me 

4. how could I solve 


You will not / be able to / reach on time / while 
you hurry. 


1. reach on time 
2. while you hurry 
3. You will not 

4. be able to 


The prisoners are kept inside / most of the time 
/ butthey are let them out / for an hour 


every day. 

1. most of the time 

2. for an hour every day 

3. but they are let them out 

4. The prisoners are kept inside 


The pilot / follow another airplane / as he had 
lost / his way in the storm. 
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1. as he had lost 

2. his way in the storm 

3. follow another airplane 
4. The pilot 


Teachers are / expect to mentor / their 
students appropriately / during the Covid-19 


pandemic. 

1. during the Covid-19 pandemic 
2. expect to mentor 

3. their students appropriately 
4. Teachers are 


Abhiram returned back to the signal / and gave 
his last hundred rupee note / to the 


man / who had said he needed help. 

1. who had said he needed help 

2. to the man 

3. and gave his last hundred rupee note 
4. Abhiram returned back to the signal 


Radium is one of / the most valuable metal / in 
the world. 


1. the most valuable metal 
2. No error 

3. Radium is one of 

4. in the world 


I thought the actress / to be she, / but | / was 
not sure. 


1. to be she 
2. | thought the actress 
3. but I 


4. was not sure 
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She asked her teacher / that if she could / 
explain that / problem again. 


1. problem again 

2. She asked her teacher 
3. that if she could 

4. explain that 


How many / languages do / most children / in 
India known? 


1. in India known 
2. most children 
3. languages do 
4. How many 


Raju was / a little boy / who were born / in a 
poor family. 


1. in a poor family 
2. who were born 
3. a little boy 

4. Raju was 


This newspaper has / a bigger circulation / from 
any other newspaper. 


1. a bigger circulation 

2. from any other newspaper 
3. This newspaper has 

4. No error 


The news reporter highlighting the mysterious 
death of the film actor repeatedly. 


1. highlighting 

2. repeatedly 

3. the mysterious death 
4. of the film actor 


I wish / I helped him / with his homework / last 
night. 
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1. I wish 

2. with his homework 
3. last night 

4. | helped him 


I work mainly in the computer department, / 
whois / the smallest department / in the 


University. 

1. the smallest department 

2. whois 

3. in the University 

4. I work mainly in the computer department 


I did not like the place as it was too noise and 
polluted. 


1. did not like 
2. and polluted 
3. too noise 

4. as it was 


Jim Corbett's books bringing to light the beauty 
of life amidst nature. 


1. Jim Corbett's books 
2. amidst nature 

3. beauty of life 

4. bringing to light 


Which route / on the highway / have been 
blocked / by the police? 


1. on the highway 

2. bythe police 

3. have been blocked 

4. Which route 

She is one of / the tallest girl / in the school. 


1. the tallest girl 
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2. in the school 
3. She is one of 
4. No error 


The road was / wide and shading / by rows of / 
tall trees. 


1. tall trees 

2. The road was 

3. wide and shading 
4. by rows of 


Of the two politicians, Trump and Obama, /the 
later / is more impressive / as an orator. 


1. Of the two politicians, Trump and Obama 
2. the later 

3. as an orator 

4. is more impressive 


Neither of them have / any experience / in 
software development. 


1. No error 

2. in software development 
3. Neither of them have 

4. any experience 


The students / were tired / after working / at 
long hours. 


1. The students 
2. were tired 

3. at long hours 
4. after working 


The air in the city is so polluted / that it will be 
causing / several kinds of respiratory 


illnesses. 


1. No error 
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2. several kinds of respiratory illnesses 
3. that it will be causing 

4. The air in the city is so polluted 
Water / freeze at / 0 degree / Celsius. 
1. freeze at 

2. Water 

3. Celsius 

4. 0 degree 


The easiest way to make pasta is to be followed 
Chef Kapoor's instructions on 


YouTube. 

1. instructions on YouTube 
2. to be followed 

3. The easiest way 

4. make pasta 


Il am wanting / to give Avika / a book on her 
birthday. 


1. to give Avika 

2. No error 

3. a book on her birthday 
4. | am wanting 


Treasure Island is / always been / my favourite 
book / right from my childhood days. 


1. my favourite book 

2. right from my childhood days 
3. Treasure Island is 

4. always been 


Rajeev has / extended his leave / at one more 
week. 


1. No error 


2. at one more week 
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3. extended his leave 
4. Rajeev has 


The manager told / the staff to complete / all 
the works / before going home. 


1. before going home 

2. the staff to complete 
3. The manager told 

4. all the works 


If you want to / win the race, / you need to/ 
believe in you. 


1. you need to 
2. believe in you 
3. If you want to 


4. win the race 


As the moon came up / over Himalayan peaks | 
saw / that the road looked / like a 


ribbon of moonlight. 

1. over Himalayan peaks | saw 
2. As the moon came up 

3. that the road looked 

4. like a ribbon of moonlight 


The teacher / handled the / mischief child / 
quite easily. 


1. quite easily 
2. mischief child 
3. The teacher 
4. handled the 


If he were / to climb the tree / and bring the 
kitty down, / the child was happy. 


1. If he were 
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2. and bring the kitty down 
3. the child was happy 
4. to climb the tree 


He worked so hardly / that he won / the dance 
competition. 


1. that he won 

2. He worked so hardly 
3. the dance competition 
4. No error 


Beside doing the laundry, / Rakesh helped her / 
in cooking also / when she was ill. 


1. when she was ill 

2. in cooking also 

3. Beside doing the laundry 
4. Rakesh helped her 


Here into / the main campus of the hospital / 
comes the trained doctors / led by the 


Principal. 

1. the main campus of the hospital 
2. comes the trained doctors 

3. Here into 

4. led by the Principal 


One or the other / of those men have / stolen 
my / grandfather's umbrella. 


1. One or the other 

2. of those men have 

3. grandfather's umbrella 
4. stolen my 


Millions of people / have been protected / from 
polio by a fluid / called as a vaccine. 


1. have been protected 
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2. called as a vaccine 
3. from polio by a fluid 
4. Millions of people 


The cat / drank the milk / before we / return 
home. 


1. drank the milk 
2. return home 
3. The cat 

4. before we 


However hardly you / may work, / nobody will 
praise you. 


1. nobody will praise you 
2. No error 

3. may work 

4. However hardly you 


Last month, / we purchased / electronic 
equipments from / a European country. 


1. we purchased 

2. a European country 

3. electronic equipments from 
4. Last month 


The children played / merry in the park / while 
their parents / kept a watch. 


1. while their parents 
2. merry in the park 
3. The children played 


4. kept a watch 


2.1 


3.2 
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4.1 

5.3 

6.4 

7.3 

8.3 

9.4 

10. 1 
11.4 
12.2 
13.4 
14.2 
15.3 
16.3 
17.2 
18.4 
19. 1 
20. 1 
21.3 
22.1 
23.2 
24.2 
25. 1 
26.4 
27.2 
28.3 
29.4 
30.3 
31.1 
32.3 


33.2 
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34. 


35. 


U CO WwW 


36. 
37. 1 
38.2 
39. 
40. 
41.2 
42.4 
43.2 
44. 1 
45.2 
46. 3 
47.2 
48. 3 
49.2 
50.2 
51.2 
52.2 
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Idioms Asked in SSC GD in 5 Year 5) After one's own heart 


1. Having a face as one's own 


1) At your beck and call 2. Having likes and dislikes 
1. To have absolute control over dissimilar to one's own 
Someone 3. Having likes and dislikes far to 
2. To call someone respectfully one's own 
3. To have no control over 4. Having likes and dislikes similar 
someone to one's own 
4. To call someone and then deny 6) Once in a year, the management of 
2) A night owl the institute surveys the whole 
1. Someone who has good eyesight situation. 
2. Someone who works very hard 1. take stock of 
3. Someone who never works 2. perplexed with 
4. A person who prefers to be 3. makes a mark 
awake late at night 4. comes to the front 
3) Bed of roses 7) The whys and wherefores 
1. As one wishes 1. Underlying reason 
2. Be bound to obey 2. Summary 
3. A pleasant condition of life 3. Interrogation 
4. With all of one's belonging 4. Minute observation 
4) Bag and baggage 8) Siraj-ud Daula's defeat can be 
1. Lots of bags attributed to a snake in the grass. 
2. To make a beginning 1. A devoted attendant 
3. Close friends 2. A disloyal soldier 


4. With all belongings 3. A deceitful person 
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4. A coiled serpent 
9) To call in question 
1. Show indifference 
2. Take a resolute stand 
3. Challenge 
4. Dislike the arrangement 
10) In dire straits 
1. Crumble under autocracy 
2. Eliminate doubts and fears 
3. Futuristic hope 
4. Very bad situation 
11) It was a difficult task to complete a 


relay run of 5 km in minutes yet our 


team managed to do it successfully. 


1. seeing pink elephants 
2. a Herculean effort 
3. kangaroo court 
4. the heels of Achilles 
12) Steal someone's thunder 
1. To follow a successful person's 
instructions 
2. To imitate others 
3. To take the credit for something 


someone else did 
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4. To find it difficult to choose 
between two alternatives 
13) Soma has made a mess of her 
financial affairs. 
1. made up one’s mind 
2. made a mountain out of a 
molehill 
3. made a hash of 
4. made both ends meet 
14) Flash in the pan 
1. Someone who helps others when 
they are in need, with no discussion 
for compensation, and no thought of 
a reward 
2. Something that looks promising 
in the beginning but fails to deliver 
anything in the end 
3. Not willing or wanting to change 
from your normal way of doing 
something 
4. A place where people gather to 
buy and sell inexpensive goods 
15) Go the extra mile 


1. Do much more than required 
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2. Spend more money than 
required 
3. Walk more than required 
4. Talk more than required 
16) An axe to grind 
1. Personal and selfish reason 
2. Extra effort for solving problems 
3. Handling sharp items 
4. To act justly 
17) Get the picture 
1. To control something 
2. To understand what's happening 
3. To buy something 
4. To watch with own eyes 
18) Light at the end of tunnel 
1. Something that signals the end 
of a difficult situation 
2. An opening at the end of a 
matter 
3. New light coming out from 
darkness 
4. Preparing for examinations 
19) Because the shop is closing down, 
most of the stock is going for a 


song. 
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1. Incredibly expensive 
2. Incredibly inexpensive 
3. Something that is soothing to 
your ears 
4. Receive punishment 
20) Fit as a fiddle 
1. In good health 
2. Limited in scope 
3. Emergency situation 
4. To be of perfect size 
21) Take it with a grain of salt 
1. To calculate things with utmost 
precision 
2. To misinterpret that the real 
situation is hidden 
3. To understand that something is 
likely to be untrue 
4. To imagine that someone is 
working against you 
22) Wild goose chase 
1. To do something pointless 
2. To hunt wild animals 
3. Going on world tour 
4. Competing fiercely 


23) Blow one's own trumpet 
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1. To be very keen 
2. To be confused 
3. To disgrace oneself 
4. To praise oneself 
24) As he is never on time, he regrets 
uselessly on missing the flight. 
1. cries wolf 
2. finds fault with 
3. cries for the moon 
4. cries over split milk 
25) Add fuel to the flames 
1. On the point of dying 
2. At the slightest signal or 
provocation 
3. Making a bad situation even 
worse 


4. Performing a desirable action 


26) Hang in there 
1. A wise decision 
2. Overcoming joy 
3. Don't rake up a controversy 
4. Don't give up 


27) To put a spoke in one's wheel 


(English With Rani Ma'am 


CBRanimam.com 


1. To thwart someone in execution 
of one's design 
2. To leave someone without any 
provision 
3. To receive cold reception 
4. Narrating a false story 
28) Lose your marbles 
1. To lose the wealth 
2. To waste the resources 
3. To become insane 
4. To be hopeful 
29) Bite off more than you can chew 
1. Overcome gluttony 
2. Too courageous 
3. Destructive power 
4. Take on a task that you cannot 
finish 
30) To be in the doldrums 
1. To be in high energy and 
happiness 
2. To be in utter confusion 
3. To be in low and dull spirits 


4. To be in helpless condition 


31) The best thing since sliced bread 
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1. Areally good invention 
2. Athoroughly examined food 
3. An openly performed confession 
4. A sincerely made apology 
32) She knows Spanish after a 
fashion. 
1. only after the fashion is done 
2. in a certain fashion 
3. in a fashionable way 
4. to only a certain extent 
33) A herculean task 
1. A machine work 
2. Atough job 
3. An important work 


4. A simple work 


34) The local police were working 
hand in glove with Federal Bureau 
of Investigation to find the reasons 
behind the murder. 

1. To have liking for each other 
2. To be in close association 

3. In keeping with 4. To 
progress at equal rate 


35) Bounce something off someone 
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1. Distribute materials to the poor 
and the needy 

2. Discuss ideas with someone to 
get their views 

3. Select members for something 
without their consent 

4. Throw stones at others without 
any reason 

36) Raining cats and dogs 

1. Avery heavy downpour 

2. To escape from the situation 

3. Cats and dogs getting wet in rain 


4. At the exact time 


37) Level playing field 
1. Avoiding differences 
2. Lack of intelligence 
3. Forgetting conflicts 


4. A fair competition 


38) Grandmother revealed the secret. 
1. let the cat out of the bag 
2. let the chips fall where they may 
3. let things slide 
4. let the chance slip by 
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39) In the blink of an eye 
1. Happen fast and instantaneously 
2. To make progress 
3. To flourish 
4. To allow someone to move fast 
40) An arm and a leg 
1. Too much bothering 
2. Very expensive 
3. Too much criticism 
4. Willing to work 
41) Rain on someone’s parade 
1. To spoil and ruin a happy 
moment 
2. To restore the disturbed law and 
order situation 
3. To blame and hurt an innocent 
child 
4. To test and check a brilliant 
student 
42) Miss the boat 
1. Opportunity never knocks twice 
2. Fail to take advantage of an 
opportunity 
3. It is late for the boat 


4. Boat will leave on time 
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43) The fate of the accused hangs in 
the balance. 
1. remains undecided 
2. gets a fair decision 
3. gets an unfair decision 
4. gets a very fast decision 
44) Bone to pick 
1. Having a fond memory to tell 
2. Cleaning the floor for any 
garbage 
3. Having a complaint that needs to 
be discussed 
4. Making a feast 
45) Hit the sack 
1. To go to bed in order to read 
2. To go to bed in order to write 
3. To go to bed in order to sleep 


4. Go to bed in order to sit 


46) Out of the woods 
1. Risking life 
2. Being arrogant 
3. Not in danger 
4. Always happy 
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47) On the ball 
1. Sceptic of changes or 
developments and thoughtful to 
react to them 
2. Aware of any changes or 
developments and quick to react to 
them 
3. Aware of any changes or 
developments but avoid to react to 
them 
4. Unaware of any changes or 
developments and lazy to react to 
them 
48) She had to break the bank to buy 
that purse. 
1. To be very expensive 
2. To rob a bank 
3. To buy something exclusive 
4. To go beyond one's means 
49) Bear a grudge 
1. To consider people with 


kindness and care 
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2. To feel angry against somebody 
for a past incident 
3. To entertain the guests with 
utmost happiness 
4. To feel satisfied with the 
achievements 
50) Gate-crasher 
1. Thick grass 
2. A person who enters an event 
without any invitation 
3. A blind person 
4. A cobra that lives in gardens 
51) Geet talks incessantly about 
cycling in her town. 
1. put a bee on someone 
2. has a bee in her bonnet 
3. gives a buzz 
4. makes a bee line 
52) The husband promised the earth 
to his wife. 
1. Promised an impossible thing 
2. Promised an inexpensive thing 
3. Promised land 


4. Promised a necklace 
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53) She wants to reach the target by 4. To be happy 

hook or by crook. 57) He is straightforward and honest 

1. By one or the other means and that’s why everyone 

2. With all of one’s (her) belongings appreciates him. 

3. Without deception 1. bad blood 

4. Very rapidly 2. an open book 
54) When the teacher asked him about 3. an apple of one’s eyes 

the homework, he started speaking 4. a big hit 

vaguely to avoid talking about it . 58) Risk life and limb 

1. beating around the bush 1. Something that happened 

2. searching around the room unexpectedly 

3. writing in the bush 2. Seriously ill 

4. searching the bird in the bush 3. In danger of death or serious 
55) The businessman agreed to injury 

grease the palm of the bank 4. Making unnecessary fuss 

manager for a loan. 59) | am going to take a leaf out of 

1. To cooperate your book and start packing my 

2. To remind own lunches. 

3. To thank 1. To study very hard 

4. To bribe 2. A book containing a list of secret 
56) Beside oneself contacts 

1. To remain silent 3. Imitate or emulate someone in a 

2. Very shocked or distraught particular way 

3. Feeling overwhelming fear or 4. Be in somebody's favour or good 


worry opinion 
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60) Throw caution to the wind 
1. Carefree 
2. Careful 
3. Be cautious 
4. Ignore the risk 
61) “Hold your horses !” said Mom as | 
reached for a cookie. “They are still 
too hot to eat.” 
1. Be patient 
2. Be in a rage 
3. Be docile 
4. Be in a hurry 
62) Lay hands on 
1. To touch or grasp someone, 
often with the threat of violence 
2. To gently lay one’s hand on 
someone 
3. To try new things 
4. To give up 
63) To succeed in competitive exams 
is not an easy task. 
1. cat’s paw 
2. a black sheep 
3. child’s play 
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4. a bed of thorns 
64) Wrangle for an ass’s shadow 
1. Losing temper easily 
2. Making false allegations 
3. Argue over petty issues 
4. Fighting for a just cause 
65) Snake in the grass 
1. Friendly person 
2. Treacherous person 
3. Loyal person 
4. Clever person 
66) Keep an eye on the situation 
around, and take your decision 
accordingly. 
1. Ignore 
2. Observe continually and 
carefully 
3. Cries over spilt milk 
4. Be aggressive with red eyes 
67) My son was disappointed with his 
failure, but he took heart and tried 
again 
1. felt encouraged 
2. loved dearly 
3. was deeply affected 
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4. cried miserably 
68) Bury the hatchet 
1. To end a quarrel 
2. To convince someone 
3. To be in fear 
4. To face a risk 
69) Chew someone out 
1. To tackle a difficulty 
2. To scold someone 
3. Make someone laugh 
4. To eat 
70) Select the correct idiom that can 
substitute the italicised group of 
words in the given sentence. 
Will humanity overcome the greed 
of leaders all around the world? 
This is the most important issue to 
be discussed today. 
1. burn the candle at both ends 
2. burning question 
2. burn a hole in the pocket 
4. burn one's fingers 
71) The pot calling the kettle black 
1. Preparing the tea without boiling 


water 
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2.People are guilty of the very fault 
they identify in others 
3.Speaking strangely in an official 
meeting 
4. Making things ready quickly 
72) Explore all avenues 
1. To discover new ideas 
2. To discover new things 
3. Try out every possibility to get a 
result 
4. To discover new routes 
73) Spinning one's wheels 
1. To do alot of work for achieving 
something 
2. To make a lot of effort without 
achieving anything 
3. To talk about random things 
4. To talk about oneself for 
achieving something 
74) A man of means 
1. A well-mannered man with noble 
behaviour 
2. A wealthy man with lots of 


money and assets 
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3. Someone who is an iconic 
personality for youngsters 
4. Someone who has earned a lot 


of fame 


75) Grease someone’s palm 
1. To give a loan to someone 
2. To borrow money from an official 
3. To bribe one discreetly 
4. To lend money to an official 
76) Done for 
1. Retreated 
2. Depreciated 
3. Finished a job 
4. Ruined 


77) The new Prince is not fit to hold a 
candle to his dead father. 
1. holding the light to 
2. cannot to be compared with 
3. holding in high esteem, 
4. showing the way to 
78) Called for 
1. To cast a spell 


2. To require something 
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3. Brief visit Refresh 


4. Recollect 


79) It takes two to tango 
1. Two people crossing the street 
together 
2. A conflict where both people are 
at fault 
3. Diagonally across 
4. Two people are needed for any 
game 
80) Spill the beans 
1. To swallow becurry 
2. Tell something that should be 
kept secret 
3. To spit the bitter fruits 
4. To hide important information 
81) Back to square one 
1. To escape 
2. To hope something happens the 
way you want it to 
3. To be treated badly 
4. Having to start all over again 
82) He is experienced and full of 


wisdom as he is teaching chemistry 
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at a university at a very young age 
of 25. 

1. an old head on young shoulders 
2. a frog in a small pond 

3. an alpha mom 


4. a silver fox 


83) Fish out of water 
1. Be nostalgic about something 
2. Be a survivor 
3. Not feeling comfortable in a new 
environment 


4. Go fishing 


84) Without any question, Naresh is 


my good friend. 
1. A good deal of 
2. Care a hang 
3. Account for 
4. Beyond a doubt 
85) Sow wild oats 
1. Engaging in fighting 
2. Engaging in planning 
3. Engaging in disobedience 


4. Engaging in doing foolish things 


O @English With Rani Ma'am 


@Ranimam.com 


86) Pull yourself together 
1. Brew new problems 
2. Transform society 
3. Enervate the downtrodden 
4. Calm down 
87) Even though his car was badly 
damaged in the accident, Rohan did 
not turn a hair. 
1. Change the hairstyle 
2. Demand compensation 
3. Understand anything 
4. To show no outward emotion 
88) Where the shoe pinches 
1. Tight fitting shoes 
2. Expensive shoes 
3. Where the comfort is more 
4. Where the difficulty lies 
89) Select the correct idiom that can 
substitute the italicised group of 
words in the given sentence. 
Prof. Ram Prasad was an 
environmental activist, and 
apparently, he became annoying 
and irritating to leather factories 


over the years. 
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1. a vexed question 
2. a thorn in the flesh 
3. a slow coach 


4. an uphill task 


90) The robber showed a clean pair of 


heels when the policeman came 

nearer. 

1. stole and ran away with heels 

2. stood so as to show the heels 

3. showed how clean the heels 
were 


4. ran away 


91) Silver tongue 
1. Speaking to annoy people 
2. Speaking to bore people 
3. Speaking with an eloquent 


expression to convince people 


4. Speaking to discourage people 


92) Public enemy number one 
1. A person who always smiles 
2. Someone who is the greatest 


threat to a group or community 
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3. The opposition party leader 
4. One who helps the poor 
93) Face the music 
1. Listening to melodies from 
music albums 
2. Music for peace and health 
3. Dance according to the tune 
4. To face the unpleasant 
consequences of one's actions 
94) Royal road 
1. Achieving something by birth 
2. Achieving something by truth 
3. Achieving something by false 
means 
4. Achieving something trouble 
free 
95) Spick and span 
1. To leave a place quickly 
2. To be in trouble 
3. To be neat and clean 
4. To be untidy 
96) Blaze the trail 
1. To be defeated 
2. To receive fame 


3. To cause a damage 
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4. Be first to do something 
important 
97) Keep a straight face 
1. To pretend to be cheerful 
2. When a plan suddenly fails 
3. To be stingy 


4. Look serious though you want to 


laugh 
98) At the drop of a hat 
1. Do something immediately 
without hesitation 
2. Refuse to do something 
3. Force someone to behave in a 
disciplined manner 
4. Extremely pleased about 
something 
99) The marriage of my elder brother 
has been on the cards for some 
time now. 
1. Improbable 
2. Likely to happen 
3. Stuck 
4. Stopped 
100) In the fast lane 


1. In great excitement 
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2. In complete fear 
3. In terrific speed 
4. In perfect discipline 
101) Penny wise and pound foolish 
1. Serious about wealth but never 
working hard 
2. Writing powerfully but speaking 
poorly 
3. Careful in trivial matters but 
wasteful in large 
4. Good at spending but bad at 
earning 
102) Be riding high 
1. To be in good mood 
2. A person who is a pilot 
3. A drunken person 
4. To be very successful 
103) A vicious cycle 
1. When one problem causes 
another problem 
2. Series of fortunate events 
3. Cyclical relationships 


4. Victorious efforts 
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104) He is not a great leader but, he 
has the gift of gab. 
1. gift to gamble 
2. gift of speaking 
3. gift of sleeping 
4. gift of a leader 


105) He has got this notorious 


reputation of teasing and making 
fun of people. 


1. cutting corners 

2. pulling someone's leg 

3. falling prey 

4. pulling oneself together 

106) Better the devil you know than 

the devil you don't. 

1. Do not trust unknown and known 
devils. 

2. Being good is better with evil 
people. 

3. Being cruel is better with known 
people. 

4. It is easier to be in a known bad 
situation than being in an unknown 


worse situation. 
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107) Will-o-the-wisp 
1. Having a strong will 
2. A splendid dream 
3. Being greedy for money 
4. An unrealistic or unattainable 
goal 
108) White elephant 
1. A business company in 
bankruptcy 
2. Something that costs a lot of 
money but has no useful purpose 
3. Something very rare and 
precious 
4. A big lie that is concealed from 
all 
109) Like oil and water 
1. Two people who like each other 
2. Two people who are different 
from each other 
3. Two people who are similar to 
each other 
4. Two people who like to work with 
each other 
110) A cakewalk 


1. An unexpected twist 
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2. A stylish walk 

3. An easy task or victory 

4. A precious memory to cherish 
111) Has bigger fish to fry 

1. Has better choice of food 

2. Has easier plans to solve the 

issue 
3. Has more important work to do 


4. Has greater plans to discuss 


112) | am at sea after listening to the 


arguments. 

1. sailing on the seas 
2. perplexed 

3. stuck in the seas 


4. totally relaxed 


113) I thought | finished my work but I 


realised that all of my work is faulty. 


| have to start it over again. 


1. break new ground 

2. get a pat on the back 

3. go back to the drawing board 
4. break the back of something 
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114) The child made a wry face when 
he was denied entry into the 
museum. 
1. An obscene gesture 
2. An earnest request 
3. A disappointed look 
4. An offending remark 
115) Be in seventh heaven 
1. To be extremely happy 
2. To support someone strongly 
3. To be prepared for trouble 
4. To be impossible to understand 
116) To go through fire and water 
1. To punish 
2. To tolerate 
3. To face many challenges 
4. To do something easy 
117) Taste of your own medicine 
1. Have the same bad treatment 
that you have given to others 

2. Try to manage something which 
went wrong 

3. Extremely pleased and excited 
about something 


4. Try everything possible 
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118) It was a great chance. You missed 


out an opportunity. 


1. are in the middle of nowhere 
2. are a blessing in disguise 
3. are dead as a dodo 
4. missed the boat 
119) Forty winks 
1. To do something forty times 
2. To take a short nap 
3. To hurry and rush 


4. To be worried 


120) A Penelope's web 
1. A daily job 
2. An important job 
3. An endless job 


4. A meaningless job 


121) If the linguistic minority refuses 


to vote, it may rock the boat. 
1. Lead to protests 

2. Topple the government 

3. Upset the balance 

4. Restore the equilibrium 


122) Once in a blue moon 
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1. Very rarely 
2. To agree reluctantly 
3. Aquick response 


4. Moon in the night 


123) Have your heart in your mouth 
1. Accusing someone of faults 
which you have 
2. Doing immediately 
3. Feeling extremely nervous 


4. Not being of your kind 


124) Head over heels 

1. To have dispute 

2. To be very angry 

3. To be madly in love 

4. To have immense patience 
125) Pour out one's heart 

1. To challenge 

2. To create a record 

3. To ask for something 


4. To express openly 
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126) A chip on one’s shoulder 
1. An attitude that leads one to 
become easily angered 
2. Being appreciated 
3. Huge achievement 
4. Injured shoulder 
127) He had to bite the bullet when the 
doctor told him that his injured foot 
had to be amputated. 
1. Refuse to do something 
2. Expedite the procedure 
3. Commit suicide 
4. To accept a difficult or 
unpleasant situation 
128) A slap on the wrist 
1. A wrist watch 
2. A secret alliance 
3. A tiny gift 
4. A small punishment 
129) In the long run 
1. Purposeful refusing 
2. Simultaneously 
3. In the end 


4. Careful running 
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130) Armed to the teeth 
1. Carrying a lot of weapons 
2. Decide to continue in spite of 
difficulties 
3. Very frustrated 
4. Very difficult to do 
131) One can always start off with a 
clean slate for a new and better life. 
1. Situation in which you can start 
again 
2. An innocent man who has 
nothing to spend 
3. Provide a clear record to one’s 
superiors 
4. A person with no crimes to his 
record 
132) The matrimonial alliance between 
the two kingdoms was actually a 
Judas kiss. 
1. Deceitful pretence of friendship 
2. Incestuous relationship 
3. A strong bond 
4. Made through intense bloodshed 
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133) My mother ensures every corner 137) An ox on their tongue was the 


of our home is clean and organised 


before my grandmother arrives. 
1. root and branch 

2. a queer fish 

3. a rainy day 

4. spick and span 

134) On the fence 

1. On very intimate terms 

2. Undaunted by anything 

3. Halting between two options 


4. Under all conditions 


only way officers would have 
allowed him to carry on the 
unlawful activities he was involved 
in. 

1. Bribed to remain silent 

2. Being frank 

3. Telling lies 


4. Getting no appreciation 


138) Up a creek without a paddle 


1. In an unfinished mission 


2. In a partially complete 


135) Wear your heart on your sleeve construction work 


1. Imagining unreal things about 3. In a satisfied and calm 


others atmosphere 
2. Wearing untidy clothes 4. In a troublesome and serious 
intentionally situation 


3. Spreading scandals mercilessly 139) They had to cancel their trip at 


4. Expressing emotions very 
openly 
136) To add fuel to fire. 
1. To make a bad situation worse 
2. To speak against someone 
3. To fight over trivial thing 


4. To start the conversation 


the last minute due to bad weather. 
1. at sixes and sevens 

2. at somebody's beck and call 

3. at a stone's throw 


4. at the eleventh hour 
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140) Get a second wind 
1. Have less energy and be 
extremely tired 
2. Having less energy after resting 
3. Have two different choices 
4. Have renewed energy after 
having been tired 
141) Play for time 
1. To do something in the 
stipulated time 
2. To make excuses or do things to 
gain time 
3. To play something for the sake 
of old times 
4. To play music in the time 
provided 
142) To breathe one's last 
1. To take a major decision 
2. To give final verdict 
3. To make a plot 
4. To die 
143) To be on the same page 
1. To be published together 
2. To read a book together 
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3. To understand what the other 
says 
4. To agree on something 
144) Tickled pink 
1. Fond of pink 
2. Very sensitive 
3. Very pleased 
4. Easily teased 
145) Come to blows 
1. Insult someone 
2. Agree on a plan 
3. Get into a fight physically 
4. Return a favour 
146) Cool as a cucumber 
1. Calm 
2. Lazy 
3. Wise 
4. Scared 
147) Down in the dumps 
1. In a high spirit 
2. In a depressed state of mind 
3. In a state of fury 
4. In a very happy mood 
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148) To get out of hand 
1. To lose courage 
2. To act irresponsibly 
3. To become uncontrollable 
4. To be indecisive 
149) To beat around the bush 
1. To explain something in detail 
2. To avoid noticing someone 
3. To discuss the main topic 


4. To avoid the main issue 


150) Drop names 
1. Delete someone's name from a 
list 
2. Show disrespect to someone's 
name 
3. Assume a false name 
4. Name famous people to impress 


others 


151) To break new ground 
1. To look for a new building 
2. To innovate or pioneer 
3. To disturb or interrupt 


4. To start digging somewhere else 
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152) To break into tears 
1. To cry suddenly 
2. To fidget 
3. To panic 
4. To be afraid of 
153) Big bucks 
1. A lot of money 
2. A big function 
3. A big bucket 
4. A big loss 
154) To break loose 
1. To escape 
2. To untie 
3. To set free 
4. To let go 
155) Blow a fuse 
1. To feel tired 
2. To feel sick 
3. To work hard aimlessly 
4. To react very angrily 
156) The apple of one’s eye 
1. Someone very rich 
2. A person who is very dear 
3. A jolly fellow 


4. A fierce opponent 
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157) All and sundry 
1. Very few 
2. Everyone 
3. Everywhere 
4. None 
158) Hold your horses 
1. Be patient 
2. Run fast 
3. Take control 
4. Make a profit 
159) To pull a fast one on someone 
1. To drive very fast 
2. To cheat someone 
3. To win against someone 
4. To enchant someone 
160) To kick the bucket 
1. To lose 
2. To play 
3. To die 
4. To fight 
161) Wee hours of the day 
1. Dusk 
2. Dawn 
3. Noon 


4. Midnight 
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162) Chicken hearted 
1. Easily scared 
2. Visibly pleased 
3. Slightly risky 
4. Readily available 
163) Not breathe a word 
1. To be quiet not knowing what to 
say 
2. To be quiet because you are 
angry 
3. To decide not to talk to someone 
4. To remain silent about some 
secret 
164) To give up the ghost 
1. To pretend to be a ghost 
2. To scare away a ghost 
3. To stop working 
4. To speak lies 
165) Wear and tear 
1. Repair to be able to use 
2. Damage caused by use 
3. Destroy after using 


4. Refuse to use because of rip 
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166) To do the dishes 
1. To fulfil one's goal 
2. To make a great effort 
3. To wash and dry dishes 
4. To eat out in a restaurant 
167) To aim for the stars 
1. To set high goals 
2. To go into space 
3. To be dizzy 
4. To see shooting stars 
168) Pass the baton 
1. pass on belongings to the heirs 
2. shift responsibility to others 
3. take part in a relay race 
4. share a reward with someone 
169) Keep in touch 
1. Search closely 
2. Maintain contact 
3. Be sincere 
4. Trust someone 
170) Eagle eye 
1. An eye full of curiosity 
2. An eye with sense of admiration 
3. An eye full of suspicion 


4. An eye with sharp visual powers 
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171) To bear fruit 
1. To be creative 
2. To put in hard work 
3. To produce positive results 
4. To accept the truth 
172) Hands down 
1. Easily and without doubt 
2. Very weakly and slowly 
3. Without any weapons 
4. With sufficient strength 
173) Elephant in the room 
1. A pretty affair which is kept a 


secret 


2. An extremely fat person sitting 


all alone in a room 


3. An obvious issue left 


unaddressed due to its sensitivity 


4. A wild untamed animal left to 
wander astray 
174) At a snail's pace 
1. Quickly 
2. Very slowly 
3. Peacefully 


4. Carelessly 
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175) Toe the line 4. Finish first 
1. Follow the rules 
2. Start early 
3. Touch the feet 


Answer: 

18. 1 37.4 56. 3 75.3 94.4 
1. 1 19. 2 38. 1 57.2 76.4 95.3 
2.4 20. 1 39. 1 58. 3 77.2 96.4 
3.3 21. 3 40. 2 59. 3 78. 2 97.4 
4.4 22. 1 41.1 60. 4 79. 2 98.1 
5. 4 23. 4 42.2 61. 1 80. 2 99.2 
6. 1 24. 4 43. 1 62. 1 81.4 100.1 
7.1 25.3 44. 3 63. 3 82.1 101.3 
8. 3 26.4 45. 3 64. 3 83.3 102.4 
9. 3 27.1 46. 3 65.2 84.4 103.1 
10. 4 28.3 47.2 66. 2 85.4 104.2 
11. 2 29.4 48. 1 67. 1 86.4 105.2 
12. 3 30. 3 49. 2 68. 1 87.4 106.4 
13. 3 31. 1 50. 2 69. 2 88.4 107.4 
14. 2 32.4 51.2 70.2 89.2 108.2 
15. 1 33.2 52. 1 71.2 90.4 109.2 
16. 1 34.2 53. 1 72.3 91.3 110.3 
17. 2 35.2 54. 1 73.2 92.2 111.3 

36. 1 55.4 74.2 93.4 112.2 
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113.3 138.4 163.4 
114.3 139.4 164.3 
115.1 140.4 165.2 
116.3 141.2 166.3 
117.1 142.4 167.1 
118.4 143.4 168.2 
119.2 144.3 169.2 
120.3 145.3 170.4 
121.3 146.1 171.3 
122.1 147.2 172.1 
123.3 148.3 173.3 
124.3 149.4 174.2 
125.4 150.4 175.1 
126.1 151.2 
127.4 152.1 
128.4 153.1 
129.3 154.1 
130.1 155.4 
131.1 156.2 
132.1 157.2 
133.4 158.1 
134.3 159.2 
135.4 160.3 
136.1 161.2 


137.1 162.1 
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SOME IMPORTANT RULES OF GRAMMAR 
Rule 1: 


Everybody / Everything / Nobody / Nothing / 
Somebody / Something / Anybody / Anything 


Ex: 
1) Everybody is/are ready to do his/their work. 
2) Anybody can do the work if they try. 
3) Nothing but some books was/were available. 
4) Nothing but some students was present. 


4) Everyone section of (1) / the society is feeling (2) / 
the pinch of rising prices and corruptions (3). / No Error 


(4). 
Note: 
1) Somebody was present,....... ? 
2) Something was present,..... ? 
3) Nobody was present,...... ? 
Rule 2: 
Each / Every / Either / Neither / Any / None / 
Ex: 
1) Each girl was present. 
2) Each of the girls was present. 
3) Every girl was present. 
4) Every of the girls was present. 


5) Each student/students wish/wishes to complete 
his/her/their work on time. 


6) Each of the students/student wish/wishes to 
complete his/her/their work on time. 


7) Every class is/are ready to attend the seminar. 


8) Practically every part of the banana tree is used by 
man. 


a. Each part 
b. Any part 
c. Most part 
d. No improvement 
9) None of the two students did the work. 


10) Mr. Sharma has three sons, neither of them is 
hardworking. 


11) Any of the two students will complete the project. 
12) None of the pens is/are working. 
13) Neither of them attended the function, ..... ? 
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Rule 3: 

Both .... (Used in Positive Sentences) 
Both ..... And 

Ex: 


1) Both the students as well as the teacher attended 
the meeting. 


2) Neither of them went to the cinema. 
(a)Both of them did not go 

(b) Both did not go 

(c) Neither went 

(d) No improvement 


3) Both the wife and the husband were not on good 
terms. 


Rule 4: 

Either — or / Neither — nor / Not only — but also 
Ex: 

1) Neither the colour or the size of the clothes 
suits/suit me. 


2) Not only Ram but also his friends was/were 
present. 


3) Not only Ram but his friends were also present. 


4) Neither of the scout leaders know (a)/ how to trap 
wild animals (b) or how to prepare them of mounting. 
(c)/ no error (d) 

Rule 5: 


Words like hundred, thousand, million, dozen etc are 
used in singular form when preceded by a numeral 
(number) 


Ex: 

(1) She has donated five-thousand rupees. 
(2) She has donated five-thousands rupees. 
(3) She has donated thousands of rupees. 
(4) She brought two dozens eggs. 

(5) She bought two dozen eggs. 

(6) She bought two dozens of eggs. 

(7) She bought dozens of eggs. 

(8) Two-thousands people were present. 
(9) Thousands of people were present. 
Rule 6: 

Until / Unless / If / Whether / That 

Until — time 

Unless — condition 


If — 1. Condition 2. Doubt 
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Whether — doubt 
That — certainty 
Ex: 

1) | will wait unless/until he comes. 

2) Unless / Until he works, he will not succeed. 
Note: 

1) __ he doesn’t work, he will not succeed. 
a. Unless b. If 
Ex: 


1) One can’t succeed in life (a)/ unless one are (b)/ 
not punctual in one’s work. (c)/ no error (d) 


Note: 
1) If he wi*ll come, | will go. 
2) | don't know if he will come. 
Ex: 
1) | don't know if / whether he will come. 
2) | don't know if / whether he will come or not. 
3) | have few doubts that/whether he will come. 
4) | have a few doubts that/whether he will come. 
Note: 


1) | don't know that if he will complete the work on 
time. 


2) | know that if he helps me, | will be able to do the 
work. 


Rule 7: 


Avoid using double comparatives and double 
superlatives. 


Ex: 
i) He is more wiser than his brother. 


ii) Sachin is capable of doing more better work. 
iii) She is the most smartest girl in the class. 
iv) She is the most intelligent girl in the class. 
Note: 

more better 

much better 
Ex: 
1) She is feeling much better. 
Rule 8: 


The words “ comparatively” and "relatively" take 
adjectives of POSITIVE DEGREE. 


Ex: 
1) The weather is comparatively hot/hotter. 


2) The train is relatively slow/slower. 


3) Earlier job opportunities were comparatively 
good/better. 


Rule 9: 
(1) He is twice taller than his brother. 
(2) He is two times taller than his brother. 
(3) He is two times as tall as his brother. 
(4) He is equally as smart as his brother. 
(5) How many eggs and money do you need ? 
(6)These all mangoes are ripe. 
Rule 10: 


If two qualities of the same person/thing are compared, 
the comparative degree is made not by og but 


Ex: 

1) She is smarter than her sister. 
2) She is smarter than beautiful. 
3) He is braver than his brother. 

4) He is braver than wise. 

Rule 11: 


Ensure that the verb is according to main subject (and 
not qualifier) 


Examples: 

(a)The box of Nestle's chocolates is/are missing. 
(b)The boxes of Nestle's chocolates is/are missing. 
(c) The decoration of the rooms is/are beautiful. 


1. From my hotel | could see that a flock of birds 


were flying over the lake. 
a. From my hotel b. | could see 
c. over the lake d. were flying 

2. The prices of tomatoes has soared up to Rs. 65- 
70 per kg in many parts of the country. 

a. soared up b. No error 
c. The prices of tomatoes has 
the 


3. A letter of recommendation (1) / from the principal 
and (2) / the head of English department have helped 
him to get the lucrative job. (3) / No Error (4). 


4. The latest global snapshot of (1) / student 
performance show decline in scores (2) / in the US and 
stagnant performance in science and reading.(3) / No 
Error (4). 

5. One-third of the pillar has/have rotted away. 


6. One-third of the pillars has/have rotted away. 


d. in many parts of 
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7. Two-thirds of the pillar has/have rotted away. 
8. Two-third of the(1)/pillar has(2)/rotted away(3)/no 
error(4) 


9. A third of us (a)/ feels compelled to check our 
phones (b)/ in the middle of the night. (c)/ no error (d) 


Rule 12: 
Rule 12: 
SUBJECT NOUN VERB 
Oo Ó o 

1. MANY,NUMBER 1. PLURAL 1. PLURAL 
2. AMANY, A NUMBER 2. PLURAL 2. PLURAL 
3. ManyA 3. SINGULAR 3. SINGULAR 
4. THE MANY, THE NUMBER 04. PLURAL oO 4. SINGULAR 
5. MORE THAN ONE 5. SINGULAR 5. SINGULAR 
6. MORE THAN TWO 6. PLURAL 6. PLURAL 
7. MORE PERSONS THAN 7. PLURAL 7. PLURAL 

ONE d 9 

NOTE: 


Ex. 
(i) Many a girl/girls go/goes to college in time. 
(ii) A good many girl/girls go/goes to college in time. 


Ill. Many a man have (a)/ come to India form Canada 
(b) / to live here permanently.(c)/ no error (d) 


IV. A great many student (a) have been declared (b) 
successful (c)/ no error (d) 


V. More than one room/rooms is/are vacant. 
VI. More than two room/rooms is/are vacant. 
VII. More rooms/room than one is/are vacant. 
Rule 13: 


1. Mr. Sharma is one of our only officers who is/are 
always alert. 


2. Mr. Sharma is only one of our officers that is/are 
always alert.. 


3. Mr. Sharma is one of our only officers that is/are 
always alert. 


4. It is | who is/am responsible for the mistake. 


5. He is one of the best writers that has/have ever 
lived. 


Rule 14: 

(a) If he comes, | will help him. 

(b) If he came, | would help him. 

(c) If he had come, | would have helped him. 

(d) If | had money, | would help the poor. 

(e) If | had had money, | would have helped the poor. 


(1) If he would have read (a) / the instructions carefully 
(b) / he would not have committed mistakes.(c) / No 
Error.(d) 


(ii) If we had Mohan (a) / in our team (b) / we would 
have won the match. (c) / No Error. (d) 


Rule 15: 

(a) 
|. He has left for London last night. 
Il. He has left for London. 


(b) She had seen the movie yesterday. 

(c) Two years ago, the earthquake had destroyed the 
city. 

(d)! was hearing the dog barking last evening. 


(e) Newton has discovered that the force of 
gravitation makes apples fall. 


(f) | have taken my lunch. 
(g) | have taken my lunch an hour ago. 
Rule 16: 


With expressions such as "IT'S TIME’, “IT’S HIGH 
TIME", “IT’S ABOUT TIME" Simple past is used. 


Ex: 

(a)lt's time he goes / went / had gone to school. 
(b) It's time to do the work. 
(c) It's high time he does / did the work. 
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Rule 17: 4. Two and a half kilometers. 


5. Two kilometers and a half. 


Suppositional sentences having phrases like "I wish", 
“He / She wishes”, “as if", ^ as though’, and 
indicating some unfulfilled wish / desire take simple 
past. 


Ex: 

(a) | wish | was / were a doctor. 

(b) If she was / were a bird, she would fly. 

(c) He behaves as if he knows / knew everything 
Rule 18. 


Ex: 


1. One and a half years was/were wasted. 


2. Ayear and a half was/were wasted. 


Rule 22: 


Compound noun is a noun which is made of two or 
more words. In order to make compound noun plural, 
we have to add s/es/ies to the root words. 


If two nouns are joined by preposition, the noun on SINGULAR PLURAL 
either side is SINGULAR and the verb is also 1. Son-in-law 1. Sons-in-law 
SINGULAR. 2. Brother-in-law 2. Brothers-in-law 
Ex: 3. Commander-in-chief 3. Commanders-in-chief 
4. Passer by 4. Passers by 
1. Women after women spoke against the cruel 5. Onlooker 5. Onlookers/lookers-on 
practices of dowry. 6. Maid-servant 6. Maid-servants 
: : 7. Step-daughter 7. Step-daughters 
2. Days by days, he is becoming weaker. 8. Book fair 6. Book faire 
3. Piles on piles of books was/were arranged. 9. Spoonful 9. Spoonfuls 
4. Pages after pages of the Gita was/were read. 10.Me S iber of Parliament 10. Memb sg of Parliament 
C MC TTE NN 11. Chief Minister 11. Chief Ministers 
à a goo to COOL: 12. Landlord 12. Landlords 
Rule 19: 13. Girl student 13. Girl students 
14. Man athlete 14. Men-athletes 


If pronouns like somebody, anybody, everyone, 
something etc are followed by “else”, apostrophe 's' is 


1 
1 


5. Woman athlete 
6. Man servant 


. Women athletes 
. Men-servants 


used with "else". 17. Man hater 17. Man haters 
Ex: 18. Woman lover 18. Woman lovers 
" 19. Bed-room 19. Bed-rooms 
(a) Somebody's purse has been stolen. 20. Book-shelf 20. Book-shelves 
(b) Somebody's else's purse has been stolen. 21. Man-of-war 21. Men-of-war 


(c) Somebody else's purse has been stolen. 
Note: 

1. Ram's uncle's friend. 
Rule 20: 


NOTE: 
1) Haves and haves not 


Haves and have nots 


T . " 2) Whereabout 
Two or more nouns joined by "and" implying separate 
possession must take separate possessive sign or whereabouts 
apostrophe Ex: 


Ex: 


a. | went to Ram's and Sita's house and found the 
couple missing. 


b. Mala's and Priya's account. 
c. Mala's and Priya's joint account. 
Rule 21: 

1. One and a half hour. 

2. One and a half hours. 

3. An hour and a half. 


(a) He refused to divulge any information regarding her 
whereabouts. 


(b) The population of India is divided into two classes - 
Haves and Have nots. 


(c) All his sister in laws are married and settled in 


London. 
Note: 


1. The commander’s in chief orders arrived late and 


the forces had to retreat. 


2. | attended my sister's in law marriage yesterd 
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Rule 23: 
1. He is my cousin brother. 
. She is my cousin sister. 
. | went to the temple with my cousin sister. 
. Itwas a blunder mistake. 
. The angry mob attacked the police officers. 
. He is a coward person. 
7. What is the passing/pass marks in Mathematics? 
8. Which is the link/linking road to the city? 


9. Put your sign/signature on the documents. 


o na AOON 


10. The documents should have your 
photo/photograph attached to it. 


11. He is a pick pocket/pick pocketer. 
12. The house is made up of bricks. 


13. | already have the equipments required for the 
work. 


14. The train which met with an accident was carrying 
some army personnels. 


15. The authority didn't pay heed to his matter. 


Rule 24: Base form of Verb 


Modals Infinitive (x) 


Adjective (*) 


1. You should not boasting of your achievements. 


2. The pedestrians ‘should to be’ cautious while 
crossing the road. 


Rule 25: 


— ee. RE 
ou 
Condition 


Ex: 

1. If he works, he will succeed. 

2. Should he works, he will succeed. 

3. We should obey the rules of the country 
Ex: 

a. He should have done the work. 


b. It was very cold, he should bring his woolen 
clothes, but he didn't. 


c. He said, “| shall do the work.” 


He said that he should/would do the work. 


d. He said, "We should respect our elders." 
He said that they would/should respect their elders. 


(3) Note: Should == Had better (duty/advice) 


V1 
Had Better 
Modal P ail 


Ex: Present Tense 


1. You had better gone/go to school on time. 
2. You should go to school on time. 


Rule 26: 

Used To (It denotes habit of the past) 
1. Modal Verb 2. Adjective 

3. Main Verb 

Ex: 


1. He used to work hard. 
2. He is used to work/working hard. 
3. He is used to hard work. 
4. He got used to work/working hard. 
5. Camels are used to carry/carrying loads. 
Rule 27: 
Can / Could / May / Might 
(a)He may possibly attend the party. 
(b)It may likely rain. 
(c)! can be able to do the work. 


(d)Because of heavy rain, the students could not be 
able to attend the meeting. 


Rule 28: 


The phrases “ with a view to" and “looking forward to" 
take Gerunds. 


(1) Looking forward to — expect / anticipate something 
positive 
(2) With a view to — with the purpose of 
Ex:- 
1) | come here to teach. 
2) | come here with a view to teach/ teaching. 
3) | hope to meet you. 
4) | am looking forward to meet/ meeting you. 


5) | am looking forward to good results. 
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6) We are looking forward (a) / to hear news (b)/ 
about the missing fisherman. (c) / No error (d) 


7) With a view to avoid (a) / traffic accidents (b)/ the 
road was blocked. (c) / No error (d) 


Rule 29: 
Gerund :- 
When verb acts as a noun. (Verbal Noun) 
Ex: 
1. Swimming is good for health. 
2. He enjoys swimming. 
3. He is fond of swimming. 
4. No smoking. 
Participle : 
When Verb acts as a adjective. (Verbal Adjective) 
A) Present Participle 
B) Past Participle 
Ex: 
1) The book is interesting. 
2) The broken glasses were repaired. 
Gerund — Possessive Case 
Participle — Objective Case 
Ex:- 
1. | don't mind him/ his staying late hours. 
2. My father appreciates me/ my working hard. 


3. Due to me (a) / being a new comer (b) / does not 
excuse your fault. (c) / No error (d) 


4. | don't mind (a)/ Rohan staying (b)/ late hours with 
his friends. (c)/ No error (d) 


5. | saw him/ his leaving the house. 
6. My father appreciated me/ my working hard. 
7. He saw us/ our parking the car. 
8. a. | insisted his going there. 
b. | insisted him to go there. 
Rule 30: 
INFINITIVE (TOV!) 
An infinitive is the base form of a verb. 
2. It acts as a Noun (sub/object) in a sentence. 
Ex:- 
(a) To learn a new language is difficult. 
(b) To err is human and to forgive is divine. 
(c) He wishes to earn money quickly. 


(d) He comes to see me everyday. 


(e) The train is about to enter the station 
Note: 

Bare infinitive (Without “to”) 

Certain verbs/ phrases take Bare Infinitives. 
Ex:- 


make/ made, Bid/ Bade, See/ Saw, hear/ heard, let, 
but, than, except, would rather, sooner than. 


Ex:- 
(a) | ordered him to do the work. 
(b) | bade him to do the work. 


(c) | was bade to do the work. 


(d) The cruel lady made her servant to do all the 
household chores. 


(e) | was made to do all the work. 

(f) I let him to enter the room. 

(g) He does nothing else but to play. 

(h) | would rather go to school than to stay at home. 


(I) To die with honour is better than to live with 
dishonor. 


Note: 
1. Help 
a) | helped her do the work. 
b) | helped her to do the work. 
2. See: 
a) | saw her do the work. 
b) | saw her to do the work. 
c) | saw her doing the work. 
d) Note: 


e) (a) He couldn't help but shed / to shed / shedding 
tears. 


f) (b) He couldn't stop himself from shed / to shed / 
shedding tears. 


Rule 31: 

1. He lay / laid in the shade of the tree. 

2. He lied / lay to me yesterday. 

3. The hens have laid / lain eggs. 

4. He lay / laid the luggage aside. 

5. The water level raised / rose by two feet. 

6. He raised / rose many questions. 

7. The rivers have overflown / overflowed the banks. 


8. The clothes were hanged / hung. 
9. The prisoner was hanged / hung. 6 
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10. He hanged / hung his face in shame. 


11. Such inequalities can be founded/ found in the 
constitutions of other countries. 


Note: 

1) ADVICE: - 
ADVISE: - 

2) PRACTICE: - 
PRACTISE: - 

3) LICENCE: - 
LICENSE: - 

4) EFFECT: - 
AFFECT: - 

5) COMPLAINT: - 
COMPLAIN: - 

6) AVENGE: - 
REVENGE: - 

Ex: 


1. He lied on the grass (a) / for hours (b) / enjoying the 
cool breeze. (c) / no error (d) 


2. The process of (a) / receiving figures of damage (b) / 
to get additional compensation has began. (c) / no 
error (d) 


3. The assassin was convicted (a) / and ordered to (b) 
/ be hung last month. (c) / no error (d) 


4. He was so inquisitive (a) / that he rose many (b) 
/questions in the class. (c) / no error (d) 


5. After the allotted time was over (a)/ they torn of all 
(b)/ the papers which they had used (c)/ no error (d) 


6. This pen is (a)/ very good but (b)/ it costed me ten 
rupees. (c)/ no error (d) 


Rule 32: 
1. Two were killed and one injured. 
2. One was killed and two injured. 
3. He has and will help the poor. 
4. His assistants have and are still doing great job. 
Rule 33: 
Questions based on stative and action verb 
a. Stative Verb It always takes an ADJECTIVE. 
b. Action Verb It takes an ADVERB. 
Ex: 
(i) The birds sang sweet/sweetly. 
(ii) He was smiling sweet/sweetly at me. 


(iii) ^ The food tasted sweet/sweetly. 


(iv) | He was weeping bitter/bitterly. 

(V) The food tasted bitter/bitterly. 

(VI) He was bitter/bitterly disappointed. 
(VII) She looks beautiful/beautifully. 
(VIII) She was feeling hungry/hungrily. 
(IX) She ate all the food hungry/hungrily. 


(X). He is being (a) / very politely (b) / for the reason 
best known to him (c) no error (d) 


(XI). Mangoes taste (a) / more sweetly than (b) / any 
other fruit of this world (c) / No error. (d) 


Note: 


1. The flowers smell so sweetly that | want to pluck 
them. 
a. Smelling so sweetly b. will smell so sweet 
c. smell so sweet d. no improvement 


2. The old man is blindly, (a)/ so don't call him a liar 
when (b)/ he says that he can't read. (c)/ no error (d) 


3. He is having a meeting tomorrow. 
4. | am having dinner. 

5. He is seeing the movie. 

6. He is seeing the PM tomorrow. 

7. Seeing is believing. 

Note: 


1. Every year our association is having a meeting to 
elect the officer. 
a. has a meeting b. are having a meeting 
c. having a meeting d. no improvement 
2. | think our furniture needing to be polished. 
a. needs to be polished b. need to polish 
c. is needing to be polished 
d. no improvement 


3. | can't go out in the rain as | am not having an 
umbrella. 


a. have no umbrella b. don't have an umbrella 
c. don't have the umbrella 
d. no error 


4. | am thinking (a)/ you were aware (b)/ of the rules 
and regulations before joining. (c)/ no error (d) 


5. Some people are believing (a)/ that women cannot 
(b) compete with men. (c)/ no error (d) 


6. Ramesh smiled when he was remembering (a)/ his 
hard early years (b)/ and his long road to success. (cy 
no error (d) 
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Rule 34 


Nominative/subjective 
case 


1st Person 


2"d Person 


3™ Person 


party (b)/ want to divide the country. (c)/ no error (d) 


USES OF PERSONAL PRONOUNS 


(1) If two or more pronouns are joined by "AND", 
“OR”, they should be in the same case. 


Ex: 

a) These books are for you and l. 
b) You and | will do the work. 

c) Ram or myself will do the work. 


D. There is an understanding between Ram and |. 


(2) After the word "LET", the pronoun is always in 
objective case. 


Ex: 
(a) Let him do the work. 
(b) Let us attend the meeting. 


(c) The principal ordered the peon to let Ram and 
| enter his chamber. 


(3) After the phrases "It is" or "It was", the pronoun is 
in subjective case. 


Ex: 
(a) It was him/he who helped me to do the work. 
(b) It is me/l who is responsible for the mistake. 
NOTE: 


Ex: 
(a) If | were he/him, | would help her with money. 


Objective 
Case 


4. THEY | 4. THEM 


7. People who are not belonging to (a)/ any nationalist 


PERSONAL PRONOUNS 


Cases of personal pronouns 


Possessive Case 
Possessive Possessive 


adjective oronoun 
1. MINE 


2. OURS 
1. YOURS 


1. HIS 
2. HERS 
< —— 
4. THEIRS 


(b) If they were I/me, they would not oppose their boss. 
(c) | supposed Ram to be Shyam. 


(d) | supposed Ram to be he/him. 


(4) After the word “THAN”, the pronoun can be in 
subjective as well as in objective case. 


Ex: 
(a) | know better than he/him. 


(b) | know you better than he/him. 
(c) | know you better than he/him. 


Rule 35: 
Reciprocal Pronouns 
EACH OTHER / ONE ANOTHER 
(1) Each other For two persons/things. 


(2) One another For more than two 
persons/things. 


Ex:- 
(a)The two cats were fighting with each other / 
one another. 


(b) All the students of the class help each other / 
one another. 


(c) He was so afraid that his knees knocked 
against each other / one another. 


Rule 36 
WHO 2 Subject 
WHOM 2 Object 
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Ex: 


1) Marie curie was a scientist who / whom won two 
nobel prizes. 


2) The person who / whom helped him is my old 
friend. 


3) I will visit my parents who / whom lives in Delhi. 


4) He is not one of those who / whom will help 
everyone he meets. 


5) The person to who / whom | am speaking is my 
old friend. 


6) By who / whom was the Ramayana written ? 
7) With who / whom did you travel ? 
Note: 


1) The person who / whom I met yesterday is my 
friend 


2) The person who / whom met me yesterday is my 
friend. 


3) He is the person who / whom, everyone thought, 
has stolen the purse. 


4. He identified a girl whowhom we found to be 
the main culprit. 


5. He is the person who/whom we appreciate for 


Rule 37 
NOTE? Concept of ONE / ONES / ONE'S 


ONE < Pronoun 
Adjective 


Ex:- 


(a) One of the students was present. 


(Pro) 


(b) One student was present. 
(adi) 


(c) One should help others. 
(Pro) 
hardwork. 


6. | know the boy who/whom they say has stolen 
the purse. 


One (pronoun) One in number. 


One (pronoun) Everybody. 


Ex:- 
(d) One should do one's / their duites oneself / 
themselves. 


(e) Gandhiji said that one should respect their / 
one's religion. 


(f) One of the students forgot to bring his / her / 
their book. 


(g) | dont want the blue pen. | want red one. 
(h) | don't want the blue pens. | want red ones. 
Rule 38: 

Pronoun and Subject-verb agreement 


(1) The students as well as the teacher did his / 
their work. 


(2) He was one of those students who completed 
his / their project on time. 


(3) Neither Ram nor his friends brought his / their 
documents. 


(4) The treasurer and secretary gave his / their 
consent. 


(5) The treasurer and the secretary gave his / their 
consent. 


(6) He was only one of the students who completed 
his / their work on time. 


(7) One of the students forgot to do his / their work. 
8) Everybody should respect his / their elders. 

9) All should do his / their work. 

10) Nobody was ready to leave his / their seat. 

Rule 39: 

ARRANGEMENT OF PRONOUNS 

(1) When in a sentence there are 15t, 2^! and 3'4 


persons, the arrangement is[231 | 


Ex:- 
1. 1 you and he shall complete the work on time. 
Note: 
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(a) But in confessional sentences ( sentences 
expressing some mistake or guilt ), the 
arrangement is 


Ex:- 
1. You, he and | are responsible for the mistake. 
(b) In case of plural pronouns, the arrangement is 


Ex:- 
1. We, you and they will attend the meeting. 


(2) When in a sentence, there are 15t and 24 
persons, the arrangement is 


Ex:- 
1. Land you are ready for the task. 


(3) When in a sentence, there are 2"? and 3" 
persons, arrangement is 


Ex:- 
1. He and you have finished the work. 


(4) When in a sentence, there are 1° and 34 
persons, the arrangement is 


Ex:- 
1. Land Priya will complete the work on time. 
Note: 

(a) You, he and | will complete your/his/my/our 


work. 
(b) You and | will complete your/my/our work. 
(c) Ram and I will complete your/my/our work. 


Rule 40: 
USE OF ENOUGH 


_ Adjective 


ENOUGH- os 


Ex: 


(a) We haven’t got enough money to complete 


the project. 

(d) You and he will complete your/his work. 
(e) You as well as | is/are ready to do the work. 
(f) Ram and | is/are/am intimate friends. 

(g) Ram or | is/am/are intimate friends. 


(b) She is smart enough to handle the situation. 


(c) He is enough tall to be selected in the 
basketball team. 


(d) He is wiser enough to do the work on time. 


Rule 41: 

USE OF VERY / MUCH 

VERY:- 

(a) It takes adjective of positive degree. 

(b) It takes Present Participle. 

MUCH :- 

(a) It takes adjective of comparative degree. 
(b) It takes Past Participle. 

Ex:- 

(a) She is very good / better at painting. 

(b) He is very / much smarter than his brother. 


(c) | was much / very shocked to see her pathetic 
condition. 


(d) The incident was very shocked / shocking. 
(e) The book is very / much interesting. 
(f) The matter has been much / very discussed. 
Rule 42: 
TOO MUCH / MUCH TOO 
Too Much :- 
It takes a NOUN with it. 
Much Too:- 
It takes an ADJECTIVE with it. 
Ex:- 


(a) The task given to him is too much / much too 
difficult. 


(b) There was too much / much too snow on the 
road. 


(c) I haven't had too much / much too sleep 
today. 


(d) The boys are too much / much too lazy to 
volunteer for extra work. 


Rule 43: 
Use of So / such 
1. So :- 
It takes an adjective / adverb with it. 
2. Such :- 
It takes a noun with it. 
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Note:- 


Such + A/ An + Noun 


So + Adjective / Adverb 


Ex:- 


(a) He spoke such / so clearly that everybody 
understood his point. 


(b) He is so / such an idiot that he doesn't know the 
capital of his country. 


(c) He is so/ such strong that he can do the work 
easily. 


Rule 44: 
Position Of Adverbs 


(1) Adverb of frequency is always used before a 
VERB. 


Ex: 
1. He helps me never. 
2. He comes often to my house. 


3. She is always making the same mistake. 


> (1) Adverb of Manner 
(2) Adverb of Place 
(3) Adverb of Time 


Ex: 
(a) The girl sang beautifully last night at the 
party. 
(b) Come at 7 o' clock to my house. 
(c) They last evening went to Jaipur. 
d) He spoke loudly yesterday at the meeting. 
Rule 46: 
USE OF "ONLY" 


The word “ONLY” should be placed immediately 
before the word it modifies or describes. 


Ex:- 

(a) Only she can speak. 

(b) She can speak only. 

(c) He only spoke and everybody was silent. 


(d) She only answered two questions. 

(e) The only death of her son was shocking. 
(f) She only eats strawberries for dinner. 
(g) They only work when they need money. 
Rule 47: 
Adverbs and Inversion 
(a) 

(i) He never helps me. 

(ii) Never he does help me. 
(iii) | Never does he help me. 


iv) Never | have met a person like him. 
(b) 

(i) He hardly attended the classes. 
(ii) Hardly he did attend the classes. 
(iii) | Hardly did he attend the classes. 
Rule 48: 

Use Of Articles: 
1. AMr. Ram has come to meet me. 


2. Mr. Ram has come to meet me. 

3. The Newton was a great scientist. 
4. He is the Newton of our class. 
5. The Shakespeare was a great dramatist. 
6. Kalidas was the Shakespeare of India. 


7. Judge in him prevailed upon and he sentenced 
his own son to death. 


Rule 49: 

1. With Superlatives 

Ex: 

1) He is the best boy in the class. 

2) She is the tallest girl in the family. 
2. With Ordinal 

Ex: 

1) The first chapter of the book is interesting. 
2) Our class is on the second floor. 
3. Before Comparative degree 

Ex: 
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1. He is the better of the two boys 
2. He is the better than the two boys. 
Note: 
a) The higher you go, cooler you feel. 
b) Greater the demand, the higher the price. 


c) The more electricity you use, higher your bill will 
be. 


Rule 50: 


3. When two subjects or things are thought of as 
a single unit, article is used before the first 
subject. 


Ex: 
1. He was ready with a cup & a saucer. 
2. He was ready with a cup and saucer. 


3. He introduced me to his friend who is a singer 
and a scientist. 


4. He introduced me to his friend who is a singer 
and scientist. 


Rule 51: 


When we talk about a person or thing in general 
sense, no article is used. But when a person or 
thing is particularised, article is used, 


Ex: 

1. Man is mortal. 

2. | saw the man in the forest. 

3. Water is essential for life. 

4. The water of the river is dirty. 

5. Gold is a precious metal. 

6. The gold of this ring is of inferior quality. 
Rule 52: 


No article with certain idiomatic phrases like — in 
danger, in demand, on fire, in problem, by 
mistake, in detail, in conclusion, in difficulty, in 
hope, by train, in confusion, in debt, in anger 
etc. 


Ex: 

1. The house was on a fire. 
2. The house was on fire. 
Rule 53: 


No article is used before the names of 
languages. 


Ex: 
1. He studied the English at home. 
2. He studied English at home. 


Ex: 
1. The English defeated the French. 
2. Here, The English refers to ‘The British’ 


Rule 54: 

SINCE / FOR 

SINCE :- It denotes definite *POINT OF TIME." 
FOR :- It denotes “LENGTH OF TIME." (Duration) 
Ex:- 

(a) He has been living here since/ for a month. 


(b) He has been living here since/ for January. 
(c) I have known him since/ for 2014. 

(d) I have known him since/ for a year, 

(e) He has been working since / for Monday. 
(f) He has been working since / for a week. 

(g) He has been working since / for last week. 


(h) He has been working since / for last two 
weeks. 


(i) The custom has been in prevalence since / for 


Note: 


Since / For (Tense) 


For Since 
1. Indefinite 1. Perfect 
2. Perfect 2. Perfect Continuous 


3. Perfect Continuous 
time immemorial, 


(j) He has been playing cricket since / for 
childhood. 


(k) This custom has been in prevalence since / 
for ancient times, 


Ex: 

1. He worked for two days. 

2. He has worked for two days. 

3. He has been working for two days. 
4. He has worked since Monday. 

5. He has been working since Monday. 
Rule 55: 

Ex :- 

(1) The thief attacked on the boy. 
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(2) There was an attack on the boy. 

(3) He ordered for two cups of coffee. 

(4) He gave an order for two cups of coffee. 

5. Will you order for a cup of coffee? 

6. He emphasized on the point. 

7. He put emphasis on the point. 

9. Television affects on our eyes. 

10. The poet described about the spring season. 
11. The students are awaiting for the result. 


12. Despite of hard work, he didn’t succeed in 
the exam. 


13. The police investigated into the matter. 
14. He violated against the rules. 

15. The king invaded on the territory. 

16. He resembled to his parents. 

Rule 56: 

MADE OF / MADE FROM 


MADE OF :- When the basic material doesn’t 
change in the process of making an object. 


MADE FROM :- The basic material changes. 
Ex :- 

(1) Paper is made of / from wood. 

(2) The almirah is made of / from iron. 

(3) Curd is made of / from milk. 

(4) Flour is made of / from wheat. 

5. Glass is made of / from melted sand. 
Rule 57: 

BESIDE / BESIDES 

BESIDE :- By the side of 

BESIDES :- In addition to 

Ex: 

1. Beside / Besides English, he speaks French. 


2. The pilgrims took some medicines beside / 
besides food. 


3. There is a temple beside / besides my house. 
Rule 58: 
BETWEEN / AMONG 


Between :- For two persons/things. It is used 
when we talk about things which are 
“SEPARATE” / "DISTINCT." 


Among :- For more than two persons/things. It 
portrays the idea of being part of a “GROUP.” 


Ex: 


(1)The two cats divided the bread between / 
among themselves. 


(2) Innovation distinguishes between / among a 
leader and a follower. 


Note :- *Between" can also be used with more 
than two persons / things as long as they are 


separate and distinct. 
Ex: 


1. The negotiations between / among England, 
America and Russia are going well. 


2. There is a match between / among India, 
Australia and England. 


Note :- There are certain words which are 
followed by " BETWEEN" 
Ex:- 


Distinguish, differentiate, connection, 
difference, link, relationship. 


(1)! didn't want to choose between / among the 
singers. 


(2) Is there any difference between / among the 
brothers? 


(3) There is no connection between / among all 
the incidents. 


(4) Divide the property between / among the 
members of the family. 


Rule 59: 

IN/ INTO 

IN :- No change of medium/state 

INTO :- Medium/state changes 

Ex :- 

(1) He dived in / into the river. 

(2) He was swimming in / into the river. 
(3) The students walked in the room. 
(4) The students walked into the room. 
5. The frog was lying in Linto the well. 
6. The frog jumped in / into the well. 

7. The water was in / into the bottle. 

8. He poured the water in / into the bottle. 
9. The residents were jin / into trouble. 
10. The residents got in / into trouble. 


11. The pen was in into the pocket. 
12. He put the pen in / into the pocket. EJ 
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13. The filthy roads were changed in./ into clean 
roads. 


14. Translate the passage in / into English. 


Note :- 

(1) ENTER (Place) - INTO 

(2) ENTER(Place) — IN 

(3) ENTER(Place) — NO Preposition 
Ex :- 

(a)He entered in/into the classroom. 
(b)He entered in/into the bank. 

But, 


enter into an alliance 


enter jnto an agreement 

enter into a discussion 

THROW / THREW - 

INTO 

IN 

Ex :- 

(a) He threw the paper in/into the dustbin. 
(b) He threw the bucket in/into the river. 
Rule 60: 

OF / OFF 

OF :- 

(1) It shows possession/ownership 

(2) It shows cause/reason 

(3) It shows what something is made of 
Ex :- 


1. The dramas of Shakespeare are very interesting. 


2. He died of cancer. 

3. The water of the Ganga is dirty. 

4. She wore a necklace made of gold. 
(1) He died of Malaria. (disease) 

(2) He died in an accident. (accident) 
3. He died from wound. (injury/over-eating) 
4. He died of hunger. (starvation/thirst) 
5. He died with grief. (shame/sorrow) 
6. He died by violence. 

7. He died jn the Gujarat riots. 

8. He died for his country. 

Rule 61: 


WITH / BY 

WITH :- 

(1) It is used to indicate “being together.” 
Ex :- 

(a) I will be with you shortly. 

b. He was working with his sister. 


(2) With instruments / weapons used by the 
doer. 


Ex :- 

(a) He opened the box with / by a screwdriver. 
(b) He cut his finger with / by a knife. 

(c) I wrote the answers with / by a blue pen. 
(d) I wrote the answers in blue ink. 

BY :- 


(1) It is used in sense of NEAR /CLOSE / BESIDE 
I NEXT TO 


Ex :- 

(a)The house is by the lake. 

b. She came and sat by me. 

c. | will stand by you through thick and thin. 


(2) “BY” also indicates the “DOER” in passive 
voice. 


Ex :- 
(a)The work was done by him. 
(b)She was taken to the hospital by her friends. 


(c)He was killed by / with a dagger by / with a 
highwayman. 
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BETTER ENGLISH WRITING 


The aim of this book is to help you write clearer and more concise 
English — whether you are writing emails or writing a thesis. 

By the time you have finished this book, you will have learned 
tips and techniques to improve your written English and make it 
more readable and interesting. You will be able to write clearly and 
effectively, and to come across in a memorable and professional 
way. 

The book contains six main chapters. These are as follows. 


Better writing for every day 
This chapter gives you some general advice to help you write better 
English — whatever that type of writing is. It covers the importance of 
plain English, and will help you to apply the principles of plain 
English to your writing. We have provided some examples of how 
not-so-plain English can be converted into plain English! 

We also focus on the importance of editing and revising your 
writing in this chapter. Even the most professional and gifted of 
writers edit and revise their work. 


Writing for learning 
In this chapter the focus is on writing for learning. You will find out 
about research and how to tackle writing essays and theses. There 
are examples of each of these to give you an idea of what is 
expected. 

You can apply this information to writing assignments for all sorts 
of courses — whether you are at school, college, university or doing a 
distance learning course. 


Writing for work or business 
This chapter gives you the advice and support you need to be able 
to tackle all sorts of writing for work or business — from writing a CV 


or making a presentation to get the job, through to communicating 
with customers by email, letter or text. 
There are examples of each type of writing. 


Writing for the media 
Writing for the media involves learning specific writing techniques. If 
you are interested in writing articles or news items for newspapers, 
magazines, ezines, websites, TV or radio, then this chapter will help 
you to understand and apply these techniques. 

It also looks at interview techniques and house styles, and 
provides useful examples. 


Writing creatively 
This chapter provides an introduction to the different types of fiction 
and non-fiction writing, and their characteristics. It also gives you 
advice on composition techniques that you can apply to your own 
fiction and non-fiction writing. 

Again, examples are provided to illustrate these techniques. 


Keep reading and writing! 

One of the best ways to improve your own writing is by reading other 
people's writing. In this chapter, we leave you with some suggestions 
for material that you should read every day. We also have some 
suggestions for how you can practise writing regularly — the more 
you write, the better you'll get. 


We hope that you enjoy using this book, and that it will inspire 
you to produce clear, concise and memorable writing! 
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BETTER WRITING FOR EVERY DAY 


INTRODUCTION 


In this chapter, we are going to look at what we mean by plain 
English and why it is so important. We will then discuss the 
principles of plain English, and how to apply these to everything you 
write, whether its a letter, an email, a marketing brochure or a 
dissertation. 

There are a number of examples to show how not-so-plain 
English can be transformed into plain English. It really does make a 
huge difference when you can read and understand something 
easily the first time round. 

Finally, there is a section on the importance of editing and 
revising your writing, and the role of AutoCorrect, spellcheckers, 
grammar checkers and Google Translate in this process. 


PLAIN ENGLISH 


In this section we are going to look at what we mean by ‘plain 
English'. 


What is plain English and why is it important? 
Plain English writing always keeps the reader in mind, so it is clear 
and concise and uses the appropriate tone. 

Some people think that plain English is oversimplified and that it 
talks down to readers, as if they were children. 

Some people think that writing good English means writing long, 
convoluted sentences, with lots of clauses, which have, or try to 
have, impressive, indecipherable words, with regard to making lots 
of grandiose points in a pompous and grandiloquent way and it 
would seem not really going anywhere with them at all and, quite 
frankly, leaving the reader confounded, disconcerted and bewildered, 
and not understanding at all what the sentence is about because 
regarding this they go and on and don't seem to know when to stop 
and in order to get to the end of the sentence the reader has to read 
the sentence over several times and endeavour hard to understand 
it, which is quite egregious, don't you agree? 

Confused? You should be. This sentence shows why plain 
English is so important. 

Think about why we write in the first place. We write to 
communicate a message to our reader — not to show how clever or 
educated or well-read we are. If we can't communicate our message 
to the reader in a way that they understand then what's the point? 
We are excluding them, rather than including them. 

And apart from anything else, plain English is faster to write and 
faster to read. People understand your message more easily and 
respond more positively if it is written using a straightforward and 
friendly tone, rather than a stuffy and bureaucratic one. 


How to apply plain English to your writing 

Here are some plain English principles. Apply these to your writing 
and notice the difference. It can take a while to retrain yourself to 
write this way, but it's well worth the effort. 


Think ahead — plan and structure your writing 

Ask yourself the following questions before you start to write. If you 
do this, then you are more likely to produce a well-structured and 
effective piece of work. If you don't, then your writing is more likely to 
ramble on, go off at a tangent and not make sense because you 
don't really know what you want to say. 


* What do | want this piece of writing to do? 

* What are its aims and outcomes? 

* Who are my readers? 

* What do | want them to learn/know? 

* What do they need/want to learn/know? 

* What is the simplest and most effective way of passing on this 
information? 


Make a plan of the structure of your work. How you do this is up to 
you. Some people think of their piece of writing as a story, and write 
out main headings and subheadings. Some people make out a list of 
points, in a logical order. Some people use mind maps. Use a 
method that you feel comfortable with. 

For example, look at the contents page of this book. The writer 
used this as a plan for the structure of the book. 


Talk directly to your reader — use ‘you’ and ‘we’ 
Writing doesn't have to be formal and intimidating. You wouldn't 
speak to your reader that way, so you don't need to write that way. 
Try to address your reader personally, and call them 'you' - it will 
make your writing seem less bureaucratic and intimidating. 

Here's an example. If you were applying for a job, which of the 
following would you prefer to read? 


It is suggested that job applicants submit a handwritten form 
and hand it in prior to the interview. Applicants will be notified 
by telephone of their success or otherwise. 

or 

Please fill in your job application form and hand it in before 
the interview. We will phone you to let you know if you have 
been successful. 


In the same way, you should also use ‘we’ or ‘I’ if you are talking 
about your business or organisation. It gives a much more direct and 
positive tone to your writing. 


Use simple, straightforward words 

People sometimes make the mistake of thinking that by using 
simple, straightforward words, you are patronising your reader. Quite 
the opposite — if we're honest, we all prefer to read clear and 
straightforward text rather than difficult, convoluted text. 

There will possibly be times when you have to use technical or 
more complicated vocabulary because thats what your reader 
requires, and they will understand the terms and phrases you use. 
That's fine, as long as your writing remains clear and direct. 

In general, always imagine that you are talking to your reader, 
and stick to straightforward English where possible. 


Words and phrases to avoid 

Try to avoid using words that most people wouldn't know. For 
example, you might know what 'egregious' means (outstandingly 
bad) but it's not a common word, so you're probably safer to use 
'shocking' or 'extremely bad' instead. 

There are a number of words and phrases that are overused. 
They don't add anything to your text, but they do give it a vague and 
woolly feel.Here are some examples — try to avoid them where 
possible or use the suggested alternatives. 


word/phrase suggested alternative 
as mentioned previously as we have already said 


a number of some 
as regards to/with regards to about 
by means of by 
commence start 
consequently SO 
for the purposes of for 
in excess of more than 
in order to to 


in relation to (for example, 'my 
thoughts in relation to’) 


on or about (or 
just leave out) 


in the event of if 
inform tell 
necessitate cause 
prior to before 
until such time as until 
utilise use 
whilst while 
with reference to about 


Keep sentences and paragraphs short and concise 


Sentences containing lots of clauses (not to mention parentheses — 
and this is an example) are difficult to read. Many readers give up 
before they get to the end of long, multi-clause sentences. 

Experts on plain English think that an average sentence should 
be between 15 to 20 words long, although not every sentence has to 
be the same length. In fact, you can vary them to great effect. Be 
creative. (Like this!) Try to stick to one idea in each sentence, or at 
the most one idea and one related point. 

It can be quite difficult to keep to short sentences when you are 
trying to explain something that is complicated. In that case, write 
your long sentence, then look at ways you can break it up. 

The same principles apply to paragraphs. There's nothing more 
daunting than a long paragraph that deals with so many points that 
you're lost by the time you reach the end. 


Like a sentence, a paragraph is a small, self-contained unit. You 
state your idea, develop it and then link it to the idea in the next 
paragraph. If you have planned your writing carefully, your reader will 
be able to understand each paragraph quickly and easily because 
they are clear, concise and logical. 


Use lists to help you manage information 

Sometimes you can't avoid having to cover a lot of information in one 
section. Lists with bullet points are an excellent way to deal with this. 
It is easier to take in chunks of information rather than wade through 
a page full of information that appears to go on and on. 

There are two main types of lists. 

Here is an example of the first type. It has an introductory 
statement, followed by a list of separate points. Each point is a 
complete sentence that begins with a capital letter and ends with a 
full stop. 


Emma wanted to go on a gap year. She had several reasons 
for this. 

She didn't know what she wanted to study at university. 

She wanted to travel around the world. 

She would never have another chance in her life to take so 
much time off. 


Here is an example of the second type. This list is part of a 
continuous sentence. Each point starts with a lower case letter, and 
there is a full stop at the end of the list. 


Emma wanted to go on a gap year because she: 

didn't know what she wanted to study at university 

wanted to travel around the world 

would never have another chance in her life to take so 
much time off. 


Remember that each point in this list has to relate to the 
introduction. Try reading it to yourself if you're not sure. 


For example, does this sound right? 


Emma wanted to go on a gap year because she: 

what she wanted to study at university 

travel around the world 

would never have another chance in her life to take so 
much time off. 


Be active, not passive 
An active clause is where a does something to b. In other words, the 
order is subject, verb, object. The verb is active. 

For example: 


The candidate completed the job application. 


A passive clause is where b is done by a. In other words, the 
order is object, verb, subject. The verb is passive. 
For example: 


The job application was completed by the candidate. 


You'll notice that when you use the passive voice, you have to 
introduce the words ‘was’ and ‘by’, and this can make text more 
clumsy and long-winded. Passives also de-personalise the text and 
can sometimes be confusing. 

And finally, because you are not talking directly to your reader, 
you lose your friendly and approachable tone. 

Try to use active verbs in the majority of your writing. The passive 
voice isn't wrong. You need to use it sometimes, but it can be a 
wordy and unclear way of expressing yourself. 

Here are some examples of how to turn passive sentences into 
active ones: 


The land was farmed by student workers. (passive) 
Student workers farmed the land. (active) 


The screenplay was written by a famous author. (passive) 


A famous author wrote the screenplay. (active) 


The criminals were chased by the police. (passive) 
The police chased the criminals. (active) 


When passive can be useful 
However, there are times when using the passive can be useful. 


* It can sound softer: 
The cup has been broken. (passive) 
sounds less accusing than 
You broke the cup. (active) 


* You might not know who or what the 'doer' of the sentence is: 
The soldier was awarded a medal for bravery. 
The corner shop has been robbed. 


* |f it is unclear who or what did something, or if you want to 
deliberately make it unclear for effect, then you use the passive 
voice. 

Where are all the sweets that | bought? 
Erm, all those sweets have been eaten. (passive) 
You ate all the sweets, didn't you? (active) 


* The passive voice can give an air of objectivity to a text. For 
example, in a piece of technical text it is not usually 
acceptable to insert ‘I’ or ‘we’ into your conclusions. 

The findings suggest that the vitamin, administered in quantity, 
does help to prevent the illness. (passive) 

is better than 

We believe that the vitamin, administered in quantity, does help to 
prevent the illness. (active) 


Avoid nominalisation 
A nominalisation (how's that for plain English?) is a noun that has 
been formed from a verb. It is an abstract noun. This means that it is 
the name of a process, emotion or an idea — something that you 
can't see, hear, smell or touch. It's not a physical object. 

Here are some examples: 


verb/adjective nominalisation 
recommend recommendation 
investigate investigation 
discuss discussion 
observe observation 
provide provision 


Nominalisations have the same effect as passive verbs — they 
can make your writing lack clarity and brevity, and your ideas come 
across as dull and heavy-going. 

Have a look at these examples. In the first sentence, the verb has 
been nominalised. In the second (in bold), it hasn't. 


A recommendation regarding shift work was made by senior 
management. 
Senior management recommended shift work. 


The implementation of a ban on text speak has been carried 
out by the school. 
The school has implemented a ban on text speak. 


She asked for the matter to be put up for discussion. 
She asked to discuss the matter. 


Tell it like it is! 

People can feel uncomfortable about giving commands or 
instructions (or imperatives, as they are called) because they can 
sound a bit harsh. But then you can take forever to say what you 


want and your writing comes across as boring and longwinded. For 
example: 


Customers are advised that they should report to reception 
on arrival at the building. 


You can still use clear and concise commands without sounding 
like you are barking out an order. 
Here are some examples: 


Customers are advised that they should report to reception 
on arrival at the building. 
Visitors please report to reception. 


| would be grateful if you could send the parcel to me. 
Please send me the parcel. 


The packaging should be removed and the contents of the 
box should be checked before assembling the furniture. 
Remove the packaging and check the contents of the 
box. Then assemble the furniture. 


Examples of plain English and not-so-plain English 
The Plain English Campaign website has some excellent ‘before’ 
and 'after' examples of not-so-plain English. If you can, have a look 
at this website: www.plainenglish.co.uk 

Here are three examples taken from the website showing how to 
turn not-so-plain English into plain English. Read and enjoy. 


Before 
High-quality learning environments are a necessary precondition 
for facilitation and enhancements of the ongoing learning 
process. 

After 
Children need good schools if they are to learn properly. 


Before 
Your enquiry about the use of the entrance area at the library for 
the purpose of displaying posters and leaflets about Welfare and 
Supplementary Benefit rights, gives rise to the question of the 
provenance and authoritativeness of the material to be 
displayed. Posters and leaflets issued by the Central Office of 
Information, the Department of Health and Social Security and 
other authoritative bodies are usually displayed in libraries, but 
items of a disputatious or polemic kind, whilst not necessarily 
excluded, are considered individually. 

After 
Thank you for your letter asking for permission to put up 
posters in the library. Before we can give you an answer we 
Will need to see a copy of the posters to make sure they 
won't offend anyone. 


Before 
Colour: Green 
Tax disc: 00000 00000 00000 
Expiry: 31/01/2011 
Observed from 08:51 to 08:57 
A penalty charge of £70 is now payable and must be paid not 
later than the last day of the period of 28 days beginning with 
the date on which this PCN was served (i.e. 22/09/2010) 
The penalty charge will be reduced by a discount of 50% if it is 
paid not later than the last day of the period of 14 days 
beginning with the date on which this PCN was served (i.e. 
08/09/2010) 
DO NOT PAY THE CIVIL ENFORCEMENT OFFICER 
SEE REVERSE FOR: 
How to pay 
How to appeal to this PCN 
What happens if no payment is made 


After 
Vehicle colour: Green 
Number on tax disc: 00000 00000 00000 


Date disc expires: 31/01/2111 

The traffic warden saw your vehicle was parked illegally 
from 8:51am to 8:57am. 

You must now pay a penalty charge of £70 within 28 days, 
beginning with the date on which we served this notice (in 
other words, by 22 September 2010). 

We will reduce the penalty charge to £35 if you pay it within 
14 days (in other words, by 8 September 2010). 

Do not pay the traffic warden. 

See the back for: 

how to pay; 

how to appeal against this notice; and 

what happens if you do not pay. 


Examples taken from the Plain English website: 
www.plainenglish.co.uk/examples/before-and-after.html 


REVISING AND EDITING YOUR WRITING 


In this section, we are going to focus on why it is important to edit 
and revise your writing and give you ways to do so. 


Why it's essential to revise and edit your writing 
No matter what you are writing — whether it's an email or a thesis — 
its essential to revise and edit it. There will always be mistakes to 
correct or things you could improve. Even top writers either edit their 
own work or use professional editors to do this. 

Here is a process for revising and editing your work effectively. 


Leave it and go back to it 

Once you have finished writing, leave it for a while — even if it's an 
email and you only leave it for one or two minutes. This will help you 
to come back to the writing fresh and spot what's right — and what's 
not. 

Have you ever written an angry email and pressed send ... and 
then regretted it? Giving yourself a bit of time between writing the 
first draft of any piece of text and going back to revise it, can give 
you a bit more perspective on whether it is good or bad. 


Revise the big picture 

Read your first draft and concentrate on the big picture, and the 
overall flow of what you have written. Does it make sense? Is the 
order logical, or does it need changed? 

Does anything need cut or added? What is your overall 
impression? Ask someone else to read it for you if you're not sure 
yourself. 

Make notes regarding any general observations made about your 
writing style and bear them in mind the next time you write 
something. 


Edit the detail 

Once you are happy with the big picture, you can concentrate on the 
detail of individual sentences and words. Here are some things to 
check for: 


* Words that have been typed incorrectly (typos) or words that have 
been misspelled — use a good dictionary to help you check. 

* Not-so-plain English — make sure that you have applied plain 
English principles and that your writing is clear and concise. 

* Misused or confused words. 


Here is a short list of some of the most commonly misused or 
confused words: 


accept to agree, to receive or to do 
except not including 


advice this is the noun, not to be confused with ... 
advise the verb 


complement something that completes or perfects, the number or 
quantity required to make something complete 
compliment an expression of praise, admiration or approval 


discreet careful not to attract attention 
discrete separate and distinct 


ensure make certain that something will happen 
insure to provide compensation if a person dies or property is 
damaged or stolen, etc. 


practice this is the noun, not to be confused with ... 
practise the verb 


stationary not moving 
stationery writing materials 


AutoCorrect, spellcheckers, grammar checkers and Google 
Translate — use with caution 

These features can all be useful if you use them with care, but they 
can't differentiate between a context that makes sense and one that 
doesn’t. There are pages of hilarious AutoCorrect fails on the 
internet that show what the problems can be. And Google Translate 
can often make a literal rather than idiomatic translation. The nature 
of an idiom is that it may make no sense from the literal meaning of 
its words but makes more sense in a metaphorical way. 


WRITING FOR LEARNING 


INTRODUCTION 


This chapter will give you guidance on developing the skills you need 
to write essays and dissertations. Once you have the processes and 
tools to help you, you can tackle this type of writing more confidently 
and effectively. 


RESEARCH SKILLS 


You need to have good research skills to be able to produce essays 
and theses. Here are some points to help you. 


What information are you looking for? 

It sounds obvious, but it’s worth saying — you need to know what 
you're looking for before you start looking for it. Make sure you 
understand the question you are answering, or the task set by your 
essay or thesis title. Then you can go on and find the appropriate 
material to research. 


Where can you find that information? 
There are many different types and source of information, but the 
three main ones are books, journals and the internet. 

Looking for information can be daunting, so use all the help you 
can get. When you are looking for books and journals in the 
library, try the following: 


* Ask your tutor or teacher for recommendations — which books, 
journals or periodicals are good for your particular essay or thesis? 
Is there a reading list for your subject? 

* Look through the contents page and index - this will tell you quickly 
whether the information you are looking for is there. 

* Ask the librarian for help if you are having problems using the 
library cataloguing system. 


When you are looking for information on the internet, try the 
following: 


* Ask your tutor or teacher for recommendations — which websites 
are good for your particular essay or thesis? 

e Stay focused. Don't go wandering off onto websites that have 
nothing to do with your project. 

* Avoid experiencing information overload by writing a list of 
questions you want to find answers to, and reject the information 
that doesn't answer them. 

* Stick to two or three sources at one time. You can come back for 
more. 

* Don't go past the first page of your search engine. 

* Don't believe everything you read on the internet — stick to 
reputable sites and those that list traceable sources. If in doubt, 
check with your tutor or teacher. 


Organising your information 
Now that you have found your information, don't let it overwhelm 
you. Organise it and you'll be able to use it effectively: 


* Keep going back to the question ‘What is it asking? What 
information are you looking for? 

* Find out how much you are expected to write, so you know when to 
stop. 

* Plan your essay or thesis, so you know what to look for in each 
section. 

* As you are reading, look for the answers to your questions. 

* Look for points that agree or disagree with these answers. 

* Take notes and summarise the ideas or main points from each 
piece of information. 

* Link these ideas using a mind map, highlighter pens, stickers — 
whatever you feel comfortable with. 

* |gnore any information that is too detailed or not relevant. 

e Remember to write down the author, title, place of publication, 
publisher, date of publication and page numbers for articles from 


books, journals, periodicals and encyclopedias, and web 
addresses and date of access for online sources. Make sure that 
web links are current at the time of writing, and convert them to 
working hyperlinks. This way, you will build a bibliography as you 
go along — much easier than trying to track down everything you've 
consulted at the end. 


Acknowledging sources/copyright 
This last point is very important. You must identify all the material in 
your essay or thesis that is not your own — no matter where it comes 
from or what it is. Colleges and universities have strict plagiarism 
rules which forbid using another person’s work without a proper 
citation. Moreover, if you copy text, diagrams, photographs, art, 
music or web pages without acknowledging their source, then you 
are infringing copyright law, and could be prosecuted. 

Copyright stays with the originator during his or her lifetime, and 
with the heirs to their estate for 70 years after their death. 


References 
Because of the copyright issue, you should make a list of all the 
references to books, journals, periodicals and websites you have 
used in your work. Providing a list of references also provides 
evidence of how much reading you have done and supports the 
statements and arguments you make. 

You should put references in the main text when you are quoting 
an author and their work, and also list them separately in a 
bibliography. Try to avoid using footnotes, unless specified by your 
institution — they will make your text cluttered. 

The Harvard referencing system is probably the most common 
one, although you should check this with your school, college or 
university — they might use another system instead. 


Main text 
Here’s an example of a reference or citation of an author’s quote in 
the main text: 


‘(Welsh is] by far the oldest language spoken in Britain today 
and is among the oldest in Europe ...’ (Edwards, 2012, p. 
11). 


If you quote an author directly like this, you need to show clearly 
where the quotation begins and ends by using quotation marks. The 
text in square brackets indicates where you have changed the exact 
words used by the author in order to suit your sentence (without 
altering the sense of what was said by the writer). The closing 
ellipsis indicates that the end of your quote is not the end of the 
author's statement. If you are quoting the entirety of an author's 
sentence or statement, this should not be included. 

If you aren't quoting the author directly, but want to show that you 
have read their work, you could write: 


Edwards (2012, p. 11) points out that Welsh is the oldest 
language spoken in Britain today, as well as being among 
the oldest in Europe. 


Bibliography 
Here's how a reference for a book would look in the bibliography: 


Edwards, D. l., 2012. English-Welsh Phrasebook. Glasgow: 
Waverley Books, p. 11. 


Here's how a reference for a journal would look in the 
bibliography: 


Bernard, G. W., 1993. Anne Boleyn's Religion. The Historical 
Journal, 36(01), pp.1—20. 


Here's what an internet reference would look like in the 
bibliography: 


Bernard, G. W., 1993. Anne Boleyn's Religion. The Historical 
Journal, [online] 36(01). Available from: Cambridge Journals 


Online 
http://dx.doi.org/10.1017/S0018246X00016083 [Accessed 
29 March 2013]. 


Beware of cut and paste and plagiarism 
Copying and pasting text into your own work without using quotation 
marks or citing it appropriately is a form of plagiarism. 

Plagiarism is when you take somebody else’s ideas or writing 
and present them as your own. If you do this, you will probably fail 
your essay or thesis, if not face disciplinary action. 

When you are taking notes, decide what information you need 
from your source, and then write or summarise it in your own words. 
That way, you won't be tempted — consciously or subconsciously — to 
copy the source, word for word. 

Don’t cut and paste. You can easily forget that you have taken 
somebody else’s work and put it into your own — especially if you 
change the font to the one you are using. 

Remember that plagiarism is cheating. 


ESSAYS 


Whether you are at school, college, university or any other type of 
learning institution, you will have to write essays at some point in 
your course. It’s one of the most common ways of assessing 
learners. 

In this section, we will help you to use your research to plan and 
write clear, concise and high quality essays. 


The process of writing an essay 
There is a process involved in writing an essay. This process doesn't 
have to be linear, where each stage is only done once. You can 
repeat different parts of the process and revise your work until you 
are happy with it. 

Here's an example of a process you could use: 
* Analyse the question or title of your essay. What is it asking 
for? How are you going to answer it? Many teachers and tutors say 
that this is where many students fall down — they don't stay 
relevant to their theme because they don't keep looking back at 
what the question is asking for. 

Brainstorm your ideas. People often find it very stressful when 
they are faced with writing an essay because they don't know 
where to start. Don't panic. Instead, get some paper and write 
down all your ideas about the title, what your structure might be 
and where you might look for evidence. If it helps, do this with a 
friend or colleague. Don't try to sort anything out at this stage. That 
can come later. 

Research. Read around the question/title and make relevant 
notes. Don't waste time on irrelevant reading or too much detail. 
Keep the length of the essay in mind. Focus. Take notes (in your 
own words) and keep full reference details (including page 


numbers of direct quotes) of all the material you have looked at 
and think you will use. 

* Plan your structure. You need to do this to help you answer the 
question and develop a clear argument, so keep referring back to 
the question to make sure that your structure is relevant. 

* Write the first draft. Remember to write in plain English. 

* Include full references and a bibliography. 

* Revise and edit your work. Refer back to Chapter 2 (see revising 
and editing your work) if you're not sure where to start. 

* Identify any missing information. Editing usually reveals where 
there are gaps in your writing. 

* Cut out anything you don't need. Editing also reveals repetition 
and unnecessary detail. 

* Write the final draft. 


Planning your essay 

You need to plan your essay. This will help you to organise your 
thoughts, and will stop you from wandering off the point, getting lost 
and writing lots of irrelevant and unnecessary words. 

Planning will help you to write a powerful introduction, develop 
your argument and summarise its main points effectively and 
concisely in the conclusion. 

Imagine that you have been given the following essay title from 
your history tutor: 


Account for the failure of American policy in Vietnam from 
1956-73. 


You have analysed the title, brainstormed your ideas and carried 
out your research. Now it's time to plan your essay. Here's one 
example of how you can do this. 

You'll probably have gathered a lot of information, so drawing a 
mind map can help you to empty your head of that information, and 
organise it into logical chunks. 


* Get a piece of paper and write down all your ideas — don't worry 
about perfect writing at this point — just get the content down. 

* Get a clean piece of paper. Put the topic box in the middle of the 
page. 

* Now think about the main ideas of your report — what are they? 

* Draw lines from the topic box to these main ideas. 

* Now add information where you think it sits within these main 
ideas. 

* Make links between the main ideas. 


Structuring your essay 
Giving your essay a structure like the one below will help you to 
answer the question and create a tight and consistent argument: 


* Introduction 
* Development 
* Conclusion 


Here's an example of how we could use this structure for our 
essay title above. 


Introduction 

* This essay is going to account for the failure of American policy 
in Vietnam. 

* America strong and powerful — so why did it go wrong? Reasons: 
ineffective military approach; poor morale; media coverage; 
atrocities; cost in lives and material resources; communism no 
longer a threat in 1973. 

* Essay to analyse each of these factors in turn to account for 
failure of American policy. 

* First, need to analyse why America joined the war. 


Development 

Background to war — why USA joined in first place. 

* ‘Domino effect’ — spread of communism in south-east Asia. 

* North Vietnam communist. 

* USA supported South Vietnam to prevent spread of communism. 


Military tactics — failure 

* US troops inexperienced. 

* Mainly young white working-class or black boys (many white 
middle-class boys escaped to college or Canada). 

* Troops didn't want to be there and didn't understand why they 
were there — 8000 miles from home fighting for what? Therefore 
low morale, drug taking, killing officers, deserting. 

* Compare to the Vietcong — hardened, experienced guerrilla 
fighters — who had been fighting for independence since 
Japanese left at end of the Second World War. Desperate to kick 
Americans out of their country at any cost. 

e US high-tech military tactics didn't work against Vietcong 
guerrilla warfare. 

e US tactics alienated South Vietnamese, and they helped 
Vietcong in some cases. 


Media coverage 

* A TV in most American living rooms — coverage of the war 
reached most Americans. 

* Public witnessed the horror of the war and US failures. 

* Resulted in propaganda, including protest songs. 

* Martin Luther King preached against war. 

* All this swung public opinion against war. 


This was not helped by: 


US atrocities 

* For example, massacre at My Lai of hundreds of unarmed 
civilians in South Vietnam. 

* Other war crimes reported to public at home. 

* This caused outrage and undermined the moral authority of USA 
to continue war. 


Cost in terms of material and human resources 

* Tens of thousands of American troops killed and hundreds of 
thousands of troops wounded. 

* Huge numbers of Vietnamese killed. 

* President Johnson had to cancel his Great Society programme — 
huge financial cost to USA that wasn't sustainable. 


Better relationships between America, Russia and China 
* Cold war starting to thaw. 

e Communism not such a threat. 

* What was the point? 


Conclusion 

e Summarise these factors succinctly and concisely — end with 
quote ‘For the American public, Vietnam had been a terrible 
lesson on the limits of their power — why, exactly, had these 
young men been sent to their deaths? No one seemed able to 
answer this question. (Quote from National Qualifications 
Curriculum Support: The origins and development of the Cold 
War, 1945-85 (Learning and Teaching Scotland, 2008). 


Writing the introduction 
The introduction should: 


* set the question or title in its wider context by giving background 
information about the central issue 

* explain the main ideas of your argument and how you are going to 
answer the question 

* make a link to the first point in the ‘Development’ section. 


Here's an example of an introduction that covers these points. 


Account for the failure of American policy in Vietnam 
from 1956-73 

America entered the war in Vietnam to stop the spread of 

communism, promote democracy and support its allies. It 

had access to great power and resources and the latest 

military technology, so what went wrong, and why did it pull 

out of Vietnam in 1973? 

There are a number of factors that account for the failure 
of American policy in Vietnam from 1956-73. First, America's 
high-tech military approach was not appropriate for dealing 
with the guerrilla tactics used by the Vietcong, and its troops 
were young and inexperienced, and didn't understand what 
or why they were fighting. The Vietcong, on the other hand, 
were experienced, war-hardened and determined to drive 
the Americans out. 

Second, extensive media coverage brought the full horror 
and failures of the war into people's living rooms like never 
before, and turned American public opinion against it. 

Third, atrocities such as the massacre at My Lai 
undermined the moral authority of the US to continue the 
war. 

Fourth, the cost of the war in terms of material and human 
resources was huge. 

Finally, the political background had changed during the 
years 1956-73, and by the time Nixon came to power 
relations between America, Russia and China were much 
friendlier. Communism wasn't the threat it had been in the 


1950s and 1960s, so by 1973 most Americans didn't 
understand the point of the war. 

This essay will analyse each of these factors in turn. 

But to account for the failure of American policy in 
Vietnam, we first have to analyse why America joined the 
war in the first place. 


Developing the argument 
The middle part of your essay must develop the arguments you set 
out in your introduction, and it must support your final conclusions. 

This is where a good structure is really useful. This will help you 
to stay relevant to your theme while you expand on and explain your 
ideas and provide relevant references and examples to support 
them. 

You should write clearly and concisely. You can still write in plain 
English, although an academic style is more likely to use the third 
person (he, she or it) instead of the second person (you and we), 
and some institutions may insist upon third person. 

For example: 


America entered the war in Vietnam in the winter of 1955. Its 
goals were to stop the spread of communism, encourage 
democracy and support its allies. 


Remember to write critically, not descriptively. One of the biggest 
criticisms that teachers and tutors have of their students is that they 
just regurgitate the facts, rather than analysing and evaluating those 
facts. Don't just say that something happened — say why or how it 
happened and back it up with evidence. 

For example: 


America's intervention was set against an increasing 
concern about the spread of communism in south-east Asia. 
The Americans were convinced that they should actively 
support countries like South Vietnam, Laos, Cambodia, 
Thailand and Burma to prevent this from happening. As 


President Eisenhower said at a press conference on 7 April 
1954, 'You have a row of dominoes set up. You knock over 
the first one, and what will happen to the last one is a 
certainty, that it will go over very quickly.' 


Make sure that you link each idea or point to the next one, so that 
your argument flows logically and smoothly. 


Writing the conclusion 
The conclusion should: 
* recap on and answer the essay title 
e summarise and evaluate the main arguments 
* highlight the most important aspect or aspects covered. 
Here's an example: 


To conclude, American policy in Vietnam failed because of 
ineffective military tactics; the strength of public opinion due 
to negative media coverage of US failures and atrocities; the 
huge cost in terms of money and human life and the 
emergence of détente between America, Russia and China. 
Military tactics failed because no matter how advanced the 
American technology, they could not beat the guerrilla tactics 
or motivation of the Vietcong, who were on home terrain and 
had years of fighting experience. Compare this to the 
American troops, who were young and inexperienced, and 
did not want to fight in a war they did not understand. To 
begin with, the American public backed what they saw as a 
war against communism, but media exposure of the US 
failures and atrocities and protest by public figures and 
popular musicians swung public opinion the other way. The 
sheer cost in terms of life and money was not sustainable in 
the long term. But perhaps the most compelling reason for 
failure was that by 1973, the reason for the war no longer 
existed because of the easing relations between America, 
China and the USSR. This was a particularly humiliating 
failure because 'For the American public, Vietnam had been 


a terrible lesson on the limits of their power — why, exactly, 
had these young men been sent to their deaths? No one 
seemed able to answer this question.’ 

(The origins and development of the Cold War, 1945-85 
[2008]) 


THESES/DISSERTATIONS 


If you have completed postgraduate research, or are completing 
your Master's, PhD or doctorate, then you will have to write a thesis 
or a dissertation. This will be the culmination of in-depth study in 
your chosen subject or discipline. You will probably already have 
gathered a lot of research data and will have been writing as you go 
— so yourre not starting with a blank sheet of paper. 

Some people find the thought of writing a thesis quite daunting. 
Its a good idea to review other theses in your research area, to see 
how these have been tackled. 

This section will help you to plan, structure and write a high 
quality thesis. 

The following principles are the same for writing essays as they 
are for writing a thesis: 


* planning and structuring your work 

* creating a powerful introduction 

* developing the argument 

* linking ideas from one section to the next 

* writing strong and authoritative conclusions. 


It is therefore worth revisiting the examples in the 'Essay' section 
before you read this section. 


The process of writing a thesis 

As with essay writing, think of writing your thesis as a process to go 
through. This should help to give you focus if you are feeling 
stressed and don't know where to start. 


* Think about a general structure for your thesis as soon as you 
can. It will help you to focus your research and write material that is 


relevant to your topic/argument. 

Write as you go along. This is an important part of the research 
process because it makes you think about what you are doing, 
analyse information and make connections. It also means that you 
will be tackling your thesis in small chunks, rather than doing it all 
at once at the end. 

Remember while you are doing this to record all your references. 
It’s much easier to do this just now, rather than try to go back and 
locate sources at the end. 

Develop a filing system. This should reflect the general structure 
of your thesis and could be organised around different chapters or 
research data. 

Each time you produce writing or notes on a particular aspect of 
your thesis, put it in here. Use envelopes, plastic folders, paper 
folders — anything that works for you. That way you have the 
beginnings of your thesis, ready to work on. 

Report back to your supervisor regularly and show them your 
writing. Ask for feedback. Better to do this gradually rather than in 
one huge chunk at the end. 

Write a first draft. Remember to apply the rules of plain English. 
Go back to Chapter 2 to remind yourself of these. 

Revise and edit your thesis. Check your word limit, and keep this 
in mind while you are doing this. You'll probably have to go through 
this loop a few times before you are finished. Go back to chapter 2 
to remind yourself of techniques for revising and editing your work. 
Published thesis. Congratulations! 


Planning your thesis 
Planning your thesis is essential if you want to: 


* create a logical, consistent argument 
* stay relevant to your theme 


make it concise and easy for the reader to understand. 


We've already looked at using a mind map to help you plan your 
writing (see section on 'Essays). 
You could also try the following method: 


* Brainstorm all the ideas and information that you need to include in 
your thesis on a large sheet of paper — include ideas for chapter 
headings and how you are going to analyse and represent your 
research. Don't bother about perfect writing — just get everything 
down. 

e Start to sort this into chapter headings and sub-headings. For 
example, you might have used a number of different methods to 
conduct your research, so each method will need its own sub- 
heading. You could have another sub-heading at the end of the 
chapter to bring together all these methods. 

* Add notes, references and conclusions as you go. 


You have now built up a plan that will help you to see where you 
have gaps in your research and also where you have irrelevant 
information that you can drop. 

Remember to get regular feedback from your supervisor — this 
will also help the planning process. 

Now you are ready to use this plan to help you create a more 
detailed structure. 


Structuring your thesis 

Here is an example of a suggested structure, although your 
institution might have variations on this. You are best to check with 
your supervisor before you begin. 


e Title page 

* Abstract 

* Acknowledgements 
* Contents page 

* Introduction 


* Literature review 

* Materials and methods 
* Results/Findings 

* Discussion 

* Conclusions 

* References 

* Appendices 


Sections within the structure 

Let's look at what each of these sections involves in more detail. Ask 
your supervisor to give you examples of published theses in your 
research area to find out how other people have tackled these 
sections. 


Title page 

This tells your reader straightaway what your thesis is about. Make it 
concise, and clear. It must describe to your reader quickly and 
effectively what your research is about. Your institution will probably 
have a standard format that you have to follow, so check this with 
your supervisor. 


Abstract 
An abstract is the summary of your research. It needs to summarise 
clearly and succinctly what you did and why you did it, and it needs 
to be able to stand alone - if your thesis is registered within a 
database, it becomes a document in its own right. 

You should probably write your abstract last, when the whole 
thesis is fresh in your mind. Remember that it usually has a word 
limit, and is often only one page long. Plain English is essential here. 


Acknowledgements 
This is where you acknowledge people who have helped and 
advised you. 


Contents page (can also include lists of tables, illustrations and 
figures) 

This is basically the structure of your thesis, and should show how 
balanced (or not!) the sections are. 


Introduction 

The introduction should give the reader more detail about the 
research summarised in the abstract and flag up the content in the 
thesis. 


The literature review 

This chapter shows where your particular piece of research fits into 
the overall context of your research field. What does your thesis add 
to this area of research? You need to identify this and state the 
research question or problem you will be addressing in your thesis. 


Materials and methods 

This is a clear and concise description of how you conducted your 
research. For example, you could have used particular equipment, 
processes or materials. It’s a fine balance here — you need to give 
enough detail for another researcher to understand what you have 
done. 


Results/Findings 

Ask your supervisor about this. Science theses usually have 
separate sections for the results and the discussion of the results. A 
psychology thesis, however, might combine both in one chapter 
called findings. 


Discussion 
This section is where you review your own research in the context of 
your chosen field and discuss what it has added. 


Conclusions 


This section should summarise your research, describe the main 
points that have emerged and suggest what they mean for your 
chosen field. 


References 

Keeping note of your references as you go along is even more 
important when you are writing a thesis. When you are going through 
the revision and editing process, you will probably add and take 
away some references, so before you submit your thesis, check that 
all the references in your reference list are actually in the text, and all 
the references in the text are in the reference list. 

Your supervisor will tell you which referencing style to use. 


Appendices 

Appendices usually contain information that is important to your 
research, but which takes up too much space or doesn't sit happily in 
the main body of the text. 


Good luck if you are writing a thesis. This will probably be the 
most challenging thing that you do in your academic career. Follow 
these tips, work with your supervisor and you will be the proud owner 
of a bound copy of the culmination of your work that other people will 
use in their research. 


WRITING FOR WORK OR BUSINESS 


INTRODUCTION 


Whether you are an employee or running your own business, you 
must be able to put your ideas across as clearly and concisely as 
possible in a variety of different situations. 

This section will ensure that you come across in a memorable 
and professional way. It will give you guidance on the following 
aspects of business writing: 


* how to apply for a job 

* emails and texting in the office 

* emails and letters to customers 

* reports 

* presentations 

* marketing and promotional writing 
* writing announcements. 


APPLYING FOR A JOB 


This section focuses on improving your writing skills to help you 
apply for a job. It also gives advice on how to write a reference for 
somebody who is applying for a job. 


How to write an effective CV 
A CV, or curriculum vitae, is a brief description of your personal 
details, education and work history. Most employers will ask for your 
CV as part of your job application. It needs to be concise, clear, 
organised and well presented, because you will probably be 
competing with lots of other people. A good CV is more likely to get 
you an interview. 

In this section, we'll go over how to create your own CV and 
show you an example of a finished CV. 


Personal details 

You need to provide your: 

* name 

* address 

* day and evening telephone numbers 
* email 

* age. 


Be honest about this information — if an employer discovers 
you've been lying, you definitely won't get the job. 


Education and qualifications 

This is where you give details of your education and any 
qualifications you have. Put these in reverse chronological order — 
most recent first, and oldest last. 


Work experience 

List all the jobs you have had in this section. Again, put this 
information in reverse chronological order (most recent first). You 
need to provide: 

* the starting and finishing date for each job 

* your work title 

* who you worked for 

* where you worked and a description of what you did. 

* Keep sentences short, concise and relevant. 


Further information 

In this section, put down any other skills, qualifications or information 
that you think will make a good impression and help you to get the 
job. For example, if you have a clean driving licence, and this is 
relevant to the job, then include this information. 


Interests 

This is where you can describe what your interests or hobbies are. 
You can also use it to give a glimpse of your personality, but try to 
bear in mind whether mentioning it will put you in a positive or 
negative light. Again, you need to be honest here, but not too 
honest. 

For example, if you are a computer games addict, and do nothing 
much else in your spare time, you could express this in a more 
positive way by saying: “I have an encyclopedic knowledge of 
gaming and video games.” Sounds a bit geeky but, then again, 
geeks are usually intelligent. You might love parties — instead call it 
'entertaining at home' but don't go into too many details. 

Some outside interests might not appear to be immediately 
relevant to the job but show you to be friendly, sociable, good at 
organising etc. Clubs, societies, choirs and sports clubs, especially 
those in which you have a role, all show positive characterstics that 
will be useful in any job. 


Referees 


Choose two people who can provide references for you. One should 
provide a personal reference (usually somebody you have known for 
a long time) and one a professional reference (usually somebody 
you have worked for). 

Your referees must not be related to you. Remember to ask their 
permission and check their details before you include them. 


Example of a CV 


Curriculum Vitae 
Personal details 


Anne Other 
The Cottage 
Elm Street 
Goldenvalley 
GO13 7AN 


telephone: 01337 888 888 

mobile: 07777 999999 

email: anne.other@wordsolutions.co.uk 
date of birth: 07/04/60 


Education and qualifications 

National School of Journalism (2010—2012) 

Freelance and Feature Writing Course (distinction) 
Goldenvalley College of Education (1987—88) 
Postgraduate Certificate in Primary Education (distinction) 
Newtown College of Commerce and Technology (1982—83) 
Diploma for Graduate Secretaries 

Cowper University (1978—82) 

MA Hons in Medieval History (2:1) 


Work experience 

June 2011 — present 

Director: Word Solutions Ltd, Goldenvalley 

Word Solutions (formerly Publishing Solutions Ltd) offers 
professional writing and research services. 


January 2004 — June 2011 

Director: Publishing Solutions Ltd, Goldenvalley 
Publishing Solutions offered the following services: 

* researching and writing original material 

* carrying out in-field research and writing evaluations 
* rewriting existing material 

* editing and proofreading 

* project management. 


September 1992 — December 2003 

Head of Publishing: | Goldenvalley Education Council, 

Goldenvalley 

| had responsibility for: 

* acting as editor-in-chief 

e building up a list of freelance designers, editors and 
proofreaders 

* publishing curriculum material 

* writing and publishing corporate literature. 


May 1991 — August 1992 

Professional Officer: Goldenvalley Education Council, 
Goldenvalley 

| had responsibility for: 

* helping with curriculum initiatives 

* researching, writing and publishing education material 

* initiating promotional material. 


September 1988 — April 1991 

Primary Education Officer: Goldenvalley Design Council, 

Goldenvalley 

| had responsibility for: 

* researching and writing copy for the design newsletter 

* providing inservice on design and technology for primary 
schools in Goldenvalley 

* writing and publishing inservice material 

* liaising with sponsor bodies to write and publish case study 
materials on design and technology. 


Further information 
| am a member of the Society for Editors and Proofreaders. 


| hold a clean driving licence. 


Interests 
Music is a passion. | play the violin in an amateur orchestra 
and go to concerts regularly. 


| am interested in all aspects of the arts. 


| am an avid reader. 


Referees 

Referee 1 Referee 2 

Title Title 

address address 
telephone number telephone number 
email address email address 


How to write an effective covering letter 


Role of the covering letter 

A covering letter builds on the information you provide in your CV. It 
is your chance to say why the company should employ you. This 
letter should tell the reader that you are the right person for the job. 


Do your research before you write 

Before you write your letter, do some research on the company and 
the job for which you are applying. If you do this, you will show that 
you have used your initiative and that you are genuinely interested in 
the job. Research will also help you to find out whether the company 
is formal or relaxed, new or established. You can then pitch your 
letter using the appropriate style of language and terminology. 


Format 

Put your address at the top right hand corner of the letter. Miss a line 
and then put the date. The address of the person you are writing to 
goes on the left hand side after the date. 


Date 
This is usually written as 10 July 2012 rather than 10th July 2012. 


Address 

Put in the person's name, title, address and postcode. You don't 
need commas after each line in the address, or full stops after 
people's initials. 


Greeting 

* |f you are on first name terms with the person, use ‘Dear Anne’. 

* |f not, then use ‘Dear Mr Other’ or ‘Miss Other/Mrs Other’. 

* If you are writing to a woman and don't know what her title is, then 
use ‘Ms’. 

* |f you don't know the person's name, then use ‘Dear Sir’ or ‘Dear 
Madam’. 

* |f you don’t know whether they are male or female, use ‘Dear Sir or 
Madam’. 


* You don't need a comma after the greeting. 


Headings 
If you feel a heading would be useful, then put it in bold and upper 
and lower case. 

Don't use 're:'. 


Main body of the letter 
Make sure you are writing in plain English and keep your writing 
clear and concise. Use bold type to emphasise any points — lots of 
capitals or italics are hard to read. 

The opening paragraph should be short, sharp and effective. 

The second paragraph should describe the professional and 
academic qualifications that you have that are relevant to the job. 

The third paragraph should emphasise what you can do for the 
company. You should expand on the relevant points in your CV. 

The fourth paragraph is where you can say that you would 
welcome an interview. 


Ending 
If you used the first name of the person in the greeting, then sign off 
with “Yours sincerely’. 

If you used the formal title of the person in the greeting, then sign 
off with “Yours faithfully’. 

If you know the person well, then you can sign off with whatever 
you think is most appropriate — for example, ‘Best wishes’ or ‘Yours 
truly’. 

You don't need a comma after the ending. 


Enclosures 
If you have attached any material, put 'Enc' or 'Encs' at the end of 
your letter. This stands for ‘enclosure’ or ‘enclosures’. 

Check the letter over before you send it off. 


Example of a covering letter for a job application 


Anne Other 
The Cottage 
Elm Street 
Goldenvalley 
GO13 7AN 


10 July 2011 


James Brown 

Head of Education 

Goldenvalley Architecture and Design 
Market Street 

Goldenvalley 

GO11 6BQ 


Dear Mr Brown 
| am writing to apply for the post of writer for 
goldenvalleyarchitecture.com magazine, which was 
advertised on the Architecture and Design News website. 

| have an Honours degree in Medieval History. This has 
enabled me to develop skills in researching, synthesising 
and analysing information, and to write clearly and concisely. 
In addition, | have a diploma with distinction from the 
National School of Journalism, and understand the styles 
and techniques required for magazine writing. 

| believe that professional writers should be able to apply 
their skills to any subject. For example, | have been asked to 
research and write about subjects as diverse as Waitt’s 
steam engine and sustainable development education in 
Sweden. However, | do thoroughly understand the general 
principles of design, and the importance of the design brief, 
because | worked for the Goldenvalley Design Council for 
two years. 

| have enclosed a portfolio of some of my work. | hope that 
this convinces you that | have the experience, skills and 
enthusiasm to write high quality copy for your web magazine. 

| would be happy to bring examples of my work to an 
interview. My contact details are on my CV. 


Yours faithfully 
Anne Other 
Encs 


How to write a reference 
You might be asked to write a reference for somebody who is 
applying for a job. 

A reference letter should provide information on who you are, 
your position, your connection with the person you are 
recommending, why they are qualified for the job, and the specific 
skills they have. You should also provide contact information for any 
follow-up. 

Refer back to the ‘How to write a covering letter’ section to 
remind yourself of how to lay out your address, date, reader's 
address and ending. 


Greeting 
If a named person has requested the reference, then use ‘Dear Mr’, 
‘Dear Miss’, ‘Dear Mrs’ or ‘Dear Ms’ depending on what is 
appropriate. 

If you are writing a general letter, then use ‘To whom it may 
concern’ or leave the greeting out altogether. 


Main body of the letter 

The first paragraph should explain your connection to the person you 
are recommending. How do you know them, and why are you 
qualified to write a reference for them? 

The second paragraph should contain specific information about 
the person you are recommending. What qualifications and skills do 
they have that will contribute to the job? You might have to split this 
information into several paragraphs. 

The third paragraph should relate the candidate’s qualifications, 
skills and experience directly to the post. Look at the job description 
to help you do this. 

Summarise why the candidate is suitable for the job, and why you 
are recommending them. You can state that you ‘highly recommend’ 


or ‘thoroughly recommend’ the person, or something else along 
those lines. 


Conclusion 
Offer to provide the reader with more information, and provide your 
contact details (phone numbers and email address). 


Example of a reference 


Anne Other 
The Cottage 
Elm Street 
Goldenvalley 
GO13 7AN 
10 July 2011 


Ms Jane Nother 
HR Department 
Cowper University 
Aberford 

AD16 7NN 


Dear Ms Nother 

Sandra Wilson worked for me as Publications Assistant 
from 1993 to 2003 while | was Head of Publishing at AAA 
Publishing Ltd. 

Sandra was a valuable asset to the publications team. She 
helped me to set up the processes and systems necessary 
for a very busy publishing department, and provided 
excellent administrative support. Sandra had to work under 
considerable stress and | relied upon her heavily. 

Sandra has studied an HNC in Business Administration 
and a Diploma in Management. She has also taken courses 
to improve her skills in Microsoft Excel, Word and Project. 

Sandra is a self-improver, and is always willing to learn 
new things. She would be able to fit in immediately to the 
role of Secretary, because she has the necessary skills and 


qualifications. Sandra has all the skills that you are looking 

for. She: 

* is an extremely organised, reliable and efficient person, and can 
manage her own workload without supervision 

* can answer the phone and deal with enquiries effectively and 
diplomatically 

* keeps a cool head under stress — Sandra's patience was tested 
many times while | was Head of Publishing, but she always 
remained calm and diplomatic 

* can keep a diary and timetable appointments effectively — she 
not only did this for me, but also set up a very successful and 
efficient spreadsheet for the department 

e can deal with correspondence efficiently and effectively 
because of her knowledge of the Microsoft Office suite of 
software 

* can be trusted with confidential information — she is discreet 
and loyal. 


| would thoroughly recommend Sandra for this post. Her 
efficiency, organisational and administrative skills, reliability and 
initiative make her an ideal candidate. 

Please do not hesitate to contact me if you need any 
further information. 


Yours faithfully 


Anne Other 

Director, Word Solutions 
anne.other@wordsolutions.co.uk 
01337 888 999 

07777 999999 


Presentations 
If your CV and covering letter are successful, you'll be invited for an 
interview. This can sometimes involve making a presentation to an 


interview panel. Lots of people shake in their boots at the thought of 
this, but if you prepare a simple, clear and concise presentation, then 
it will be an excellent prop and a tool for helping you to get the 
job.We have covered presentations later on in this chapter. 


EMAILS AND TEXTING IN THE WORKPLACE 


This section gives you guidance on emailing and texting at work. 


General approach 

Emailing and texting are now the most common ways of 
communicating at work. Because people tend to use more informal 
language when communicating in these ways than they do when 
they are writing a business letter, however, some people think that it 
is acceptable to relax the rules of grammar, punctuation and clear 
writing. This is not the case. No matter what you are writing, it needs 
to be clear and easy to understand, or you won't get your message 
across. This applies to emailing and texting at work. 

Here are some points to keep in mind when you are emailing: 


* Be clear and concise. If you have a lot of information, send it as an 
attachment. 

* Put the title of the email in the subject box, and keep it short. 

* Keep paragraphs short and use bulleted lists. There's nothing 
worse than scrolling through screeds of information. 

* Don't overuse capitals. They can look aggressive and ‘shouty’. 

* Don't attach pictures or documents that are over 5MB. This can 
cause problems for the person on the receiving end. 

* Reply to an email as soon as possible, but don't keep replying 
unnecessarily (‘thanks!’, ‘it’s a pleasure!', ‘no problem). It takes up 
valuable time, you will get into a never-ending cycle and it will clog 
up your inbox. 


Style and tone 
When you are emailing or texting colleagues, you should remember 
that you are at work, and that they are colleagues, and not friends. 


While its acceptable to use a more relaxed tone, here are some 
points to keep in mind: 


* Don't use slang, abbreviations or emoticons. It's not professional. 

* Remember also to use proper grammar and formatting. If you use 
lower case and ignore proper sentence structure, you will come 
across as sloppy and unprofessional. 

* Think about your reader and the most appropriate way to open and 
close your email. If you are emailing your boss, it might be more 
appropriate to open with ‘Dear Ms Other’ and close with ‘Regards’ 
than to open with ‘Hi’ and close with ‘Cheers’. If you are emailing a 
colleague who is also a friend, then ‘Hi’ and ‘Cheers’ are 
acceptable. 


Text-speak? 
What is text-speak? The term describes the dialect sometimes used 
in digital communication whereby lengthy sentences and thoughts 
are condensed down, using phonetic abbreviations and substituted 
letters, numbers and characters. 

Here’s an example. See if you can translate: 


My hols this yr wr CWOT. | wnted 2go2 NY but my bro didn't. 
We wnt to Florida instd but it ws full of :-(Q kids in theme pks 
n | h8d it. 


Here's the translation: 

My holidays this year were a complete waste of time. | 
wanted to go to New York, but my brother didn't. We went 
to Florida instead, but it was full of screaming kids in theme 
parks and | hated it. 


How long did it take you to work that out? It's certainly nothing 
like as clear as plain English and it's just not appropriate in a work 
environment. Apart from coming over as unprofessional, you are 
much more likely to be misunderstood. 


Even for those who would not use this kind of extreme text- 
speak, we often write in a markedly different way when texting or 
emailing than we would on the page, without, for example, paying 
the same attention to grammar and punctuation. 

While this is fine for personal communication, it carries the same 
problems, if to a lesser degree, that text-speak does when it comes 
to work correspondence. Meanings can easily become ambiguous 
and unclear to the recipient, and, even if clear enough, your 
message still comes across as sloppy and unprofessional. Stick to 
plain English when you are emailing and texting at work. 


Good practice 
Here's an example of an email exchange between colleagues. It is 
informal and friendly, but still remains professional: 


From: john.smith@wordsolutions.co.uk 
To: anne.other@wordsolutions.co.uk 
Cc: george.brown@wordsolutions.co.uk 


Subject: Notes for board meeting 


Hi Anne 


Could you please bring last month’s notes along with you to 
the Board meeting today. This should help to focus our 
discussions and hopefully we'll finish in time for a cup of 
coffee. 


Thanks for your help with editing the minutes, by the way. 


Best wishes, 
John 
From: anne.other@wordsolutions.co.uk 
To: john.smith@wordsolutions.co.uk 
Cc: george.brown@wordsolutions.co.uk 


Subject: Re: Notes for board meeting 


Hello John 

No problem at all. lII bring the notes in before the meeting. 
Yes, here's hoping that we get through it all quickly! 
Delighted to help with the editing. 


Best regards, 
Anne 


EMAILS AND LETTERS 


This section focuses on writing emails and letters in the workplace. 
This time we're focussing on writing to customers. 


General approach 
When you are emailing and writing letters to customers, its even 
more important to take the right approach. Informal and sloppy 
messages are unprofessional and just won't do. Imagine you are a 
customer and receive a letter in text-speak in response to a 
complaint. How would you feel? You would probably think that you 
weren't being taken seriously, or that your complaint wasn't being 
dealt with in a professional way. We've said it before and we'll say it 
again — no matter what you are writing, it needs to be clear and easy 
to understand, or you won't get your message across. This is 
essential when you are communicating with customers. 

Keep the following points in mind when you are emailing or 
writing to customers: 


* Be clear and concise. 

* If you are writing a letter and it has a lot of information, break it up 
into short paragraphs with subheadings. 

* |f you are writing an email, send any large chunks of additional 
information as an attachment. 

e Always remember that you are writing to a customer and be 
professional in your approach. 


Style and tone 


When you are writing emails or letters to customers, your style and 
tone should be formal and professional. Don’t use slang, 
abbreviations, emoticons or text-speak: 


Soz | 4got 2 send the order, bro 


It's difficult to understand, unprofessional and will therefore give a 
bad impression of both you and your organisation. 

Remember also to use proper grammar, spelling, punctuation 
and formatting. If you use lower case where there should be a capital 
letter and ignore proper sentence structure, you will come across as 
sloppy and unprofessional. 

Here's an example: 


their wasn't any things left in wearhouse sorry | didn't get the 
order by you. 


House style 
A house style is a set of rules that states how all documents and 
written communications from a business should be formatted. 

The aim of house style is to present a recognisable, consistent 
image of a company to the outside world. Your company will 
probably have a house style, so check this out before you start to 
write emails or letters. 

House style covers things like: 


* font style and size — for example, don't use Times Roman if the 
house style uses Arial 

* colours used — for example, house style might use dark blue text in 
emails and letters, rather than black 

* whether text should be right justified, left justified, centred or 
unjustified 

* how the address and contact details should be presented. 


Good practice 

The section on 'Emails and texting in the office' will remind you of the 
basics of writing a business email. 'How to write an effective 
covering letter' in the 'Applying for a job' section in this chapter will 
remind you of the basic format and structure of a business letter. 
Here are some key points about writing emails and letters 
specifically for customers, followed by an example of an email and a 
letter to a customer. 


Writing emails to customers 
Here are some key points: 


* Don't use ‘Hi’. Use ‘Dear Mr, Miss, Mrs or Ms’. 

* Take as much time and care with an email as you would do with a 
letter. 

* Use ‘plain text’ rather than HTML (this creates emails that are in the 
style of web pages). Some people will be accessing their emails 
from hand-held devices such as smartphones that can only display 
text. 

e Structure your email as you would a letter — that is, with a 
beginning, middle and end. This will help the reader to understand 
what you are writing quickly and easily. 

* Break up long paragraphs and use bulleted lists. This helps the 
reader to digest large chunks of information. 

* Don't attach files or images that are bigger than 5MB because this 
can cause problems for the person receiving your email. 

* Remember that your company's disclaimer probably won't protect 
you if you deliberately mislead your customer or lie to them. 


Always check over an email before you send it out. 


Example of an email to a customer 


From: julie.brown@glassesforyou.com 


Sent: 21 January 2013 12.07 
To: johnsmith@brownandbrown.com 
Subject: Delivery of broken crystal glasses 


Dear Mr Smith 


Thank you for your email of 21 July 2012, informing us that 
three of the six crystal glasses you ordered from our website 
were broken on arrival. 


We are extremely sorry about this. We have systems and 
procedures in place to make sure that our fragile glassware 
is packed as carefully as possible, and are looking into why 
these failed in your case. We will email you when we have 
found out what happened. 


You told us in your email that these glasses are needed 
urgently for a wedding present, so we have packed another 
box and will send it by courier to your work address in 
Edinburgh today. It will arrive by 4.30pm at the latest. 


We hope that this wil make up for your earlier 
disappointment, and look forward to have you shopping with 
us again in the future. 


Yours sincerely 

Julie Brown 

Customer Services Manager 
julie.brown@glassesforyou.com 
www.glassesforyou.com 

0171 888 888 


From: jiu 

Sent: 21 January 2013 12.07 

To: j fi 

Subject: Delivery of broken crystal glasses 


Dear Mr Smith 


Thank you for your email of 21 July 2012, informing us that three of the six crystal glasses you ordered 
from our website were broken on arrival. 


We are extremely sorry about this. We have systems and procedures in place to make sure that our 
fragile glassware is packed as carefully as possible, and are looking into why these failed in your case. 
We wil email you when we have found out what happened. 


You told us in your email that these glasses are needed urgently for a wedding present, so we have 
packed another box and will send it by courier to your work address in Edinburgh today. It will arrive by 
4.30pm at the latest. 


We hope that this wil make up for your earber disappointment, and look forward to have you shopping 
with us again in the future. 


Yours sincerely 
Julie Brown 
Customer Services Manager 
.com 
glassesforyou.com 
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cu | This omal, together wif am attachments, i for the excuse and confidential use of fe eSdneises 3| and may contain 

priémoas information Amy otter dvi elon use ct productos wil*odt he sender s prior consent is unauthorised and 


GLASSES 


FOR YOU shtedy peotibiütes. If you have received fos message in eror please nosfy he sender by enai imnedietety end delete fe 


mesage Yor voor computer wiout mating am copes 


Writing letters to customers 
Here are some key points: 


* Your letter needs a structure — a clear beginning, middle and end — 
to help the reader digest the information quickly and easily. 

* Don't over-punctuate. You don't need full stops in the date or in the 
name or commas in the address. 

* The date is usually written as 7 April 2012 rather than 7th April 
2012. 

* Use 'Dear Mr, Mrs, Miss or Ms' unless you are on first-name terms 
with the reader. If you don't know the reader's name, then use 


‘Dear Sir’ or ‘Dear Madam’. 

* You usually start a letter with ‘Thank you for your letter of 7 April’. If 
you use '| acknowledge receipt of or ‘Further to your recent’ you 
can come over as stuffy and old-fashioned. 

* If you think a heading is necessary, then use bold rather than 
capitals. Don't use ‘re’. 

* |f you started the letter with ‘Dear Mr, Mrs, Miss, Ms, Sir or Madam’ 
then end it with "Yours faithfully'. If you started the letter with 'Dear 
Sue’ then end it with “Yours sincerely’. 

* Include your contact details in case the reader wants to get back in 
touch with you. 

* Always check over the letter before you send it. 


Example of a letter to a customer 


Julie Brown 

Customer Services Manager 
Glasses For You 

Bankhead Industrial Estate 
Aberford AD12 6FG 

21 July 2012 


Mr J Smith 

Company Offices 
Brown and Brown Ltd 
High Street 

Aberford AD11 1FH 


Dear Mr Smith 
Delivery of broken crystal glasses 


| emailed you this morning to apologise for the fact that three 
of the six crystal glasses you ordered from our website were 
broken on arrival. 


You should receive this letter from the courier who is 
delivering another box of glasses to you at your work 
address. Please open the box and inspect the glasses to 
make sure that they are undamaged. | have asked the 
courier to wait until you have checked them, although | am 
sure that they will arrive in pristine condition. 


As promised, we are currently looking into why the 
breakages happened in the first place. | will email you as 
soon as | know what happened. In the meantime, because 
you are a valued customer, please accept a voucher for £15 
to make up for our mistake. 


Please contact me if you have any other issues you would 
like to discuss. | am here to help. 


Yours faithfully 

Julie Brown 

Customer Services Manager 
julie.brown@glassesforyou.com 
www.glassesforyou.com 

0171 888 888 


GLASSES 
FOR YOU 


MrJ Smith 
Company Offices 
Brown and Brown Ltd 
High Street 
Aberford AD11 LFH 


Dear Mr Smith 


Delivery of broken crystal glasses 
I emaikd you this morning to apologise for the fact that three of the six crystal glasses you ordered from our website 


were broken on arrival. 


You should receive this letter from the courier who is delivering another bax of glasses to you at your work address. 
Please open the box and inspect the glasses to make sure that they are undamaged. 1 have asked the courier to wait until 


e 


you have checked them, although I am sure that they will arrive in pristine condition! 


As promised, we are currently looking into why the breakages happened in the first place. I will email you as soon as I 
know what happened. In the meantime, because you are a valued customer, please accept a voucher for £15 to make up 


for cur mistake. 


Please contact me if you have any other issues you would like to discuss. I arn here to help. 


Yours faithfully 


Julie ronie 


Julie Brown 

Customer Services Manager 
www glassesforyou.cam 

0171 888 888 


REPORTS 


The thought of having to write a business report can be very 
intimidating to some people. But don't worry — it's not difficult. Half of 
the battle is remembering and applying the principles of plain 
English, and we've already covered that. 

What we are going to focus on here is the process involved in 
writing a report, and the way it is organised and structured. 


The process of writing a report 
Like all types of writing, there is a process for writing a report. And, 
as with other types of writing, you can repeat parts of this process 
until you are happy with your report. It will help you to focus your 
thoughts and give you somewhere to start. 

Here's the suggested process: 


* Define the purpose of your report. Why are you writing it and 
who are your readers? 

* Research the information you need. This will depend on the type 
of report you are writing. You might need to devise a questionnaire, 
interview people, use the internet or look in company records or 
accounts. Ask the person who has asked you to do the report for 
help, if you need it. 

* Plan and structure. This will help you to make sense of all the 
information you have gathered, and help you to produce an 
organised, clear and concise report. 

* Write your first draft. Do a rough draft — don't worry too much 
about how it looks at this stage — and it will give you a good idea of 
how your report is shaping up. 

* Revise and edit. Refer back to Chapter 2 for advice. 

* Identify any missing information. Revising and editing your 
writing usually reveals any gaps that need to be filled. 


* Cut out what you don't need. The editing process also reveals 
what you don't need. 
* Write the final draft. Give it to a critical friend to look over. 


Planning your report 
You need to plan your report if you want it to be well-organised, clear 
and concise. 

Imagine that you work for your local government education 
department. Your boss has asked you to write a report about the 
impact of music projects on junior and senior schools in 
Goldenvalley. This is to inform senior management about whether to 
continue funding music in local schools. 

You have defined the purpose of the report, and you have 
gathered the information you need by devising different 
questionnaires and interviewing different groups of people. You have 
also read music guidelines and policy documents. 

Now it's time to plan it. Here's a suggestion for how you can do 
this. 

You'll probably have gathered a lot of information, so mind 
mapping can help you to empty your head of that information, then 
sort it out. 

* Get a piece of paper and write down all your ideas — don't worry 
about perfect writing at this point — just get the content down. 

* Get a clean piece of paper. Put the topic box in the middle of the 
page. 

* Now think about the main ideas of your report — what are they? 

* Draw lines from the topic box to these main ideas. 

* Now add information where you think it sits within these main 
ideas. 

* Make links between the main ideas. 


There is an example of a mind map on the next page. 


Structuring your report 


Once you've got your plan worked out, its time to structure the 
report. Here's an example of a structure you could use — most 
reports follow this model. 


* Title/title page 

* Contents 

* Executive summary 

* Introduction 

* Findings 

e Summary and conclusions 
* Recommendations 

* Appendix 


Write In Which Order? 


3. Summary & Conclusions 


INTRODUCTION 


4. recommendations 


oo 


6. contents 


impact of music on 


junior and senior 


schools 


Pupils — Senior 


[: Specialist Staff 
EXECUTIVE SUMMARY pecialist 
3 


SUMMARY AND 
CONCLUSIONS 
Emerging Themes 7 
APPENDICES: 
|. Questionnaires 
4 2. Timetable Data Collection 
RECOMMENDATIONS 


3. Music Strategy 2000-2012 
Sustainabil 
4. Curriculum Guidance 


Funding Different Source 


Sections within the structure 
Let’s look at what each of these sections involves in more detail. 


Title page 
A short report only needs a title. A long report needs a title page. On 
the next page there is an example of a title page. 


Contents page 
A long report needs a contents page. A short report doesn't. 
Here's an example of a contents page: 


Contents 


Executive summary 
Introduction 

Purpose 

Outcomes 

Data collection 
Method of analysis 


Findings 

Class teachers 

Pupils in junior schools 
Pupils in senior schools 
Specialist staff 


REPORT 


THE IMPACT OF MUSIC 
ON JUNIOR AND SENIOR 
SCHOOLS IN GOLDENVALLEY 


Anne Other 


Education advisor 
Goldenvalley Education Department 


JANUARY 2013 


G Idenvalley 


Council 


Summary and conclusions 
Emerging themes 
Issues 


Recommendations 
Sustainability 
Funding 


Appendices 

Appendix 1 Questionnaires 

Appendix 2 Timetable for collection of data 

Appendix 3 Copy of Music Strategy for 2000—2012 
Appendix 4 Curriculum Guidance Goldenvalley Education 
Department 


Executive summary 
This is a summarised version of the summary, conclusions and 
recommendations of the report. It means that people can get the 
overall picture without having to plough through the whole report. 
The executive summary is often circulated as a separate document 
because it saves people time and money. 

Here's an example of an executive summary: 


Executive summary 
A number of conclusions, issues and recommendations 
have emerged from this report. 


Conclusions 

* All music projects have a very positive impact on the pupils 
and staff involved. 

* The music projects all support the Goldenvalley Curriculum 
Guidance. 

* Access to music is as wide as possible within age constraints, 
and all projects are inclusive. 

* Teachers are more confident about taking up professional 
development in music and trying out new music activities 
themselves in the classroom. 

* The music specialist team is strong and provides a valuable 
service. 

e Many of the music projects have given pupils access to 
musical experiences that they wouldn't otherwise have had. 

Issues 


e Should funding be continued? 
* Long term sustainability needs to be discussed. 
Recommendations 

* Set up a new fund for music projects — there is evidence to 
prove that music benefits all of the stakeholders in junior and 
senior schools. 

e Solve the issue of long-term sustainability by funding a 
programme of professional development for classroom 
teachers, supported by the music specialist team and learning 
and teaching packs. 


Introduction 
The introduction should be clear and concise. It should answer the 
following questions: 


* What is the report about? 

* Who asked for the report and why? 

* What is the background to the report? 

* What was your method of working and collecting data? 
Here is an example of an introduction: 


Introduction 
This report was requested by the Senior Management 
Team of Goldenvalley Education Department. The aim of 
this report is to: 
* evaluate the impact of music projects on junior and senior 
schools in Goldenvalley 
* recommend whether or not to continue funding these projects. 
The music projects were previously funded by education 
department money. However, cuts have to be made in local 
government spending, and each curriculum area is being 
evaluated to assess how essential it is for pupils' education. 
Data for the report was collected by the following methods: 
* questionnaires, followed up by interview 


* observation 
* reading reports. 

Four different questionnaires were devised (for junior 
pupils, senior pupils, teachers and music specialists) and 
used to gather data. 

The questionnaires asked for qualitative responses only. In 
most cases, respondents were asked to fill out the form 
before the interview. If they had any questions or were 
unclear about any of the questions, they could bring this up 
during the interview. 

The main part of this report — the section on ‘Findings’ — 
records and analyses respondents' views of music projects 
in junior and senior schools. All interviews were carried out 
face-to-face using the questionnaires in Appendix 1. 

All other sources used for this report are also in the 
Appendices section. 


Findings 
This is the main body of the report. It will be the longest section, 
because it will expand on your Executive Summary, and it will 
contain all the detailed information that you have gathered and 
analysed. 
Remember to write concisely and clearly, and apply plain English 
principles. Organise your work under headings and subheadings. 
The findings for Goldenvalley Education Department will be 
organised as follows: 


Findings 


Class teachers 

This section will explore the impact that the music projects 
have had on classroom teachers. 

[The report will then go on to cite, analyse and interpret 
the qualitative and quantitative evidence for this group of 
respondents.] 


Pupils in junior schools 

This section will explore the impact that the music projects 
have had on pupils in junior schools. 

[The report will then go on to cite, analyse and interpret 
the qualitative and quantitative evidence for this group of 
respondents.] 


Pupils in senior schools 

This section will explore the impact that the music projects 
have had on pupils in senior schools. 

[The report will then go on to cite, analyse and interpret 
the qualitative and quantitative evidence for this group of 
respondents.] 


Specialist staff 

This section will explore the impact that the music projects 
have had on specialist staff who teach music. 

[The report will then go on to cite, analyse and interpret 
the qualitative and quantitative evidence for this group of 
respondents.] 


Summary and conclusions 

The summary and conclusions section describes the purpose of the 
report, what your conclusions are and how you reached them. Again, 
keep this section clear and concise. 


Here is an example: 


Summary and conclusions 
A number of points have emerged from this report. 

All the music projects have had a very positive impact on 
the pupils and staff involved. They have, without exception, 
developed pupils' confidence and self-esteem, and have 
developed their overall performance. The projects are about 
achievement as well as attainment. 


The in-school projects have managed to get over the ‘If | 
cant play a musical instrument, | can’t teach music’ 
syndrome amongst classroom teachers. Teachers are more 
confident about taking up opportunities in music and trying 
out new activities themselves. This has been largely due to 
support from either music specialists or from learning and 
teaching support packs. 

The music specialist team is strong, and provides a 
musical service. 

Many of the projects have given pupils the opportunity to 
have musical experiences that they would not otherwise 
have had. These pupils will take these experiences with 
them throughout their lives. 

The main issue that has emerged is the sustainability of 
funding. The music projects were previously funded by 
education department money. However, cuts have to be 
made in local government spending, and each curriculum 
area is being evaluated to assess how essential it is for 
pupils' education. The question is how essential is music to 
pupils’ overall education and personal development 
compared to other subjects? 


Recommendations 
Your main findings or conclusions will lead to your recommendations. 
What issues do you think have emerged from your findings and what 
actions or options do you recommend to address them? 

Again, keep this section brief and to the point. Many people 
reading the report will go straight to this section, because it’s the one 
that really matters. 


Recommendations 

The findings from the report suggest that music has had a 
beneficial impact on both pupils and staff. Music has helped 
to develop pupils’ learning as well as their personal and 
social development, and this report therefore recommends 


that music should continue to be taught in junior and senior 

schools in Goldenvalley. 

However, the major issue is that music has always been 
funded centrally, and that savings must be made in this 
central budget. The following two suggestions could help to 
resolve these issues: 

* Divert some of the culture and heritage lottery funding to 
schools with the justification that they are educating the 
concert- and theatre-goers of tomorrow — if there are no 
audiences to play to, there will be no concerts. 

* Solve the issue of long-term sustainability by using some of 
these funds to develop a programme of professional 
development for classroom teachers, supported by the music 
specialist team and learning and teaching packs. 


Appendix 
If you have generated a lot of research material, such as charts, 
tables, questionnaires or statistics, then put these in an 
appendix/appendices, or they will disrupt the flow of the report. 

Here is an example of what the appendices could contain: 


Appendices 

Appendix 1: Questionnaires 

Appendix 2: Timetable for data collection 

Appendix 3: Copy of Music Strategy 2000—2012 

Appendix 4: Curriculum Guidance for junior and senior 
schools in Goldenvalley 


Staying relevant, objective and factual 

As with all writing, when you are writing a long report, it is very 
important that you stay relevant throughout or you will lose the 
reader’s concentration and understanding (and goodwill). A good, 
well-planned structure will help you to stay on track and develop a 
logical, concise and clear argument. 


When you are writing a report, you also need to be objective and 
factual. You are not writing a personal note or a letter to the local 
newspaper — you have been asked to review all the facts objectively, 
assess the evidence and come up with recommendations based on 
this. 

Remember to keep your tone formal and neutral, with no 
inappropriate jokes or asides. Apply the principles of plain English 
and keep in mind the purpose of the report all the time you are 
researching and writing it. 


PRESENTATIONS 


Many of us will have to make a presentation at work at some point in 
our working lives — either as part of an interview when we are 
applying for a job, or as a regular part of our job. It's an effective way 
to communicate information to a group of people. Many people break 
out in a cold sweat just thinking about it, but there's really no need. 
Follow these tips and you will be writing and giving polished, 
professional and confident presentations. 

There is also an example of a PowerPoint presentation at the end 
of this section. 


Planning a presentation 
As with any other type of writing, its important to plan your 
presentation first. 

There are four things you need to consider before you put pen to 
paper or touch your keyboard: 


* purpose 
* audience 
* venue 
* remit. 


Purpose 

What's the purpose of your presentation? What do you want the 
audience to know and remember about it? Once you have decided 
that, you can then go on to decide the most appropriate tone and 
style. For example, a presentation to a job interview panel would be 
formal and conservative, whereas a presentation to a media 
company for sponsorship would probably be much more creative 
and informal. 


Audience 

Who is your audience? What do they know about your topic? What 
are your audience's needs and how can you meet them? For 
example, if they are members of an interview panel, they will want to 
know about your previous experience and ability to carry out the job. 
If they are members of a media company you are asking for 
sponsorship, they will want to know about who you are, what you are 
going to do with the money they give you and what they are going to 
get out of it. 


Venue 
Where are you making your presentation? Is it in a small, intimate 
room or a large hall? What kind of atmosphere are you trying to 
create? Will this venue affect your relationship with your audience? If 
it affects this negatively, can you change the venue to suit your 
needs? 


Remit 
A remit is slightly different from the purpose of the presentation. For 
example, somebody in your company might have asked you to make 
a presentation to a particular group using a specific template — and 
you have to stick to this. 

Make sure that you are clear about the remit, and have all the 
rules and guidelines that you need before you start working on the 
presentation. 


Structuring a presentation 

A presentation should be clear, concise and logical. Don't get 
tangled up in complex structures. You need to explain and discuss 
your points clearly. Here is a suggested structure for a presentation: 


* Introduction 
* Main points (linked together logically and coherently) 
* Conclusion. 


Introduction 
This is where you must gain the audience's interest and confidence. 
Wait until your audience is quiet, and then begin speaking with 
energy and enthusiasm. 

Here are some key points in an effective introduction: 


* introduce yourself 
‘Hello, my name is Anne Other ...' 


say what you are going to be talking about 
'... and | am going to be talking about how my business can 
help yours.’ 


* say how you are going to approach the topic 
‘Lam going to describe my background, what | write and how 
my writing services could help your business.’ 


say what the outcome of the presentation is going to be 
‘I hope that as a result of my presentation, you will choose my 
company to write your marketing and promotional materials.’ 


tell the audience what they need to do 
‘At the end of my presentation | will take any questions.’ 


Main points (linked together logically and coherently) 
These form the biggest part of your presentation. Here are some key 
points to help you develop this section: 


* List the main points you want to make. What are you trying to tell 
your audience? What do you want them to learn? 

* Think about the logical sequence for these points — think of this as 
a story — then put your points in this order. 

* Now add supporting information and any diagrams or illustrations 
you think would be helpful. 


* Keep it clear and concise, and always use plain English. 

* Please be careful about using humour. People can interpret jokes 
so differently, and what one person finds funny, another might find 
offensive. Best to leave it out, unless your remit is to be a stand-up 
comedian. 


Conclusion 
Audiences remember the first and last things you say, so make an 
impact on your audience with a strong and effective conclusion. 
Summarise the purpose and content of your presentation, and 
reinforce the outcome. 

Here are some key points in an effective conclusion: 


* reinforce the purpose and content 
‘This presentation has described what | write and how my 
writing services could help your business.’ 


say what your conclusions are 
‘| think that | have the experience and expertise to write your 
marketing and promotional materials.’ 


say what you would like the next stages to be 
'| would like to talk in more detail about the type of marketing 
and promotional materials you need.’ 


say what is going to happen next 
‘Lam happy to take any questions you have.’ 


thank your audience 
"Thank you very much for giving me the chance to pitch for this 
work.’ 


Delivering an effective presentation 


When you are making a presentation, you are also giving a 
performance - or acting. The audience responds to you in the same 
way they would to any performance, so you need to think about how 
you use your voice and your body. 

Here are some key points to help you deliver an effective 
presentation performance: 


* Remember that practice makes perfect. 

* Use body language, posture, eye contact and gestures. 
* Use your voice. 

* Breathe. 

* Be enthusiastic and energetic. 

* Be prepared. 


Remember that practice makes perfect 

Remember that delivering a presentation is really a performance, 
and that actors rehearse before a performance. It makes sense to 
practise your presentation before you make it. In fact, find an empty 
room, stand up and make your presentation. How did you perform? 
What do you need to improve or work on? The more familiar you are 
with your presentation, the more comfortable and confident you'll be 
delivering it. 


Use body language 

You don't just communicate with your voice. Your body can also say 
a lot about what you are thinking and feeling. So be aware of this 
and use it to your advantage. 

First of all, think about your posture. If you cross your arms and 
hunch your shoulders, you will immediately give the impression that 
you are defensive and nervous. Stand up tall, with your shoulders 
back. This will not only make you look more confident and self- 
assured - it will help you to breathe better and to project your voice 
more easily. 

You need to make eye contact with your audience. If you don't, 
they won't feel that you are interested in them or that they are 
involved in your presentation. If you have a small audience, make 


eye contact with all the members. If you have a large audience, you 
obviously won't be able to make eye contact with every individual, so 
focus on different points around the room. This will make it look as if 
you are involving everybody. Don't look at the floor or ceiling — this 
will come across as if you are bored or being rude. 

People use gestures all the time to emphasise a point or to help 
them describe something, so use gestures in your presentation, too. 
It would look a bit odd if you just stood there with your arms stuck to 
your sides. Open your arms as a welcoming gesture, and make 
gestures to emphasise points or show you have finished. 


Keep the gestures open, moving away from your body and 
towards your audience. This will help to make the audience feel 
included, and will help to break down any barriers. 

On the other hand, however, be careful not to use too many 
gestures, and don't gesticulate wildly — this will make you look 
nervous and unprofessional, and it will probably distract your 
audience rather than make them listen to you. 


Use your voice 

The way you use your voice can make or break an effective 
presentation. You need to think about the volume at which you 
speak, the speed of your delivery and the pitch of your voice. 


Your voice needs to be loud enough for the audience to hear, but 
if it's too loud, then it can be distracting. Use loud and soft to add 
some colour and interest to your delivery. Monotone is very boring. 

If you speak too quickly, the audience won't be able to 
understand you, but if you speak too slowly, they will probably fall 
asleep. As with volume, vary the pace of your delivery to add some 
energy and interest. 

The pitch of your voice varies in normal conversation. For 
example, if you are asking a question the pitch of your voice 
automatically rises. If you are giving someone a row, the pitch 
becomes lower. 

Pitch is a useful tool to use in a presentation. Vary your pitch — try 
this out when you are practising your presentation. Remember that 
you are giving a performance. 


Breathe! 
Many actors know the value of controlling their breathing. If you 
breathe steadily and deeply, this will calm your nerves and help you 
to control your voice. If you are nervous your breathing becomes fast 
and shallow, and this will make it more difficult to speak clearly and 
steadily. 

Take a few deep breaths before you begin the presentation, and 
try to get into a steady breathing pattern. 


Be enthusiastic and energetic 

Show the audience that you are enthusiastic about your topic. If your 
presentation has a sense of energy, your audience will be more likely 
to feel interested and involved. If you are negative, lacking in energy 
and unenthusiastic, they won't engage with you. 


Be prepared! 
Presentations can fail because you haven't checked everything out 
beforehand. Disaster can happen, for example, if you haven't made 
sure that your equipment works or the room has been booked. 

It pays to do the following before your presentation: 


* revise and edit your presentation to make sure you haven't made 
any mistakes 

* rehearse on your own in the room, hall or theatre where you are 
making your presentation to get a sense of what it's like 

e make sure the room, hall or theatre has been booked and is 
available on that day 

* check the technology is working and that you have backup - just in 
case 

* turn off your mobile phone. 


What type of visual aid? 
There are lots of different types of visual aids to help you make your 
presentation. Here are the most popular (in alphabetical order). 


Flipchart 

A flipchart is a large pad of paper on a metal stand. People usually 
write on a flipchart with coloured pens as they go through their 
presentation, although you could also prepare some sheets 
containing key points beforehand. You should write down one idea 
per sheet, otherwise it could get too cluttered for the audience to see 
clearly. You can flip backwards and forwards through the sheets to 
make and reinforce your points. Make sure your writing is clear and 
large enough to read from a distance, and don't draw over- 
complicated illustrations or diagrams. 


Handout 

Handouts are very handy. They give your audience a full record of 
your presentation which they can take away and digest in their own 
time. However, the issue is when is the best time to hand out your 
handout? If you give them out at the beginning or during the middle 
of your presentation, the audience might look at them and not listen 
to you. If you hand them out at the end, they might have already 
made lots of unnecessary notes — and this can be very annoying. 
One way to solve this could be to say at the beginning of the 
presentation that you are going to pass round a handout at the end, 
so the audience can concentrate on listening without having to make 
notes. 


OHP 
An overhead projector (OHP) and OHP slides or transparencies are 
particularly popular in education institutions. The OHP is a device 
that enlarges and projects transparencies onto a screen, whiteboard 
or a wall. 

There are three ways to produce your transparencies: 


* write or draw them yourself using either cleanable or permanent 
pens, or produce them on a computer before the presentation 


* write them during the presentation using cleanable or permanent 
pens to record your points and feedback from the audience 
* a bit of both. 

As with a flipchart, make sure that your writing is clear and large 
enough for the audience to read. If you are producing your text for 
the transparencies on computer, use 18 point text. Stick to one main 
idea per transparency, and don't draw overcomplicated illustrations 
or diagrams, because these can be distracting. 


PowerPoint 

The visual aid that most people now use is Microsoft PowerPoint. 
But beware, you need to know how to use it effectively — if you don't, 
your audience will get bored and restless. It's not a good sign when 
you hear whispers, sweet papers rustling or pens tapping. But that's 
not going to happen to you, because here are some key points to 
producing a successful PowerPoint presentation: 


e Use a font that the audience can read — at least 20pt. If the text is 
too small, then the audience won't be able to read it. Can the 
people at the back see it? 

* Keep the background as simple as possible. If you introduce too 
much design, it will conflict with the text and again, the audience 
won't be able to read it. 


* Animations are useful when you want to illustrate a point. They can 
also inject some interest into your presentation. But if you overuse 
them, you risk distracting your audience and losing their attention. 

e Vary your text and try to make your slides look clean and 
accessible. If slide after slide is peppered with bullet points, the 
audience will get bored and their attention will wander. 


Video 

A little bit of video can go a long way — so use it carefully. Like 
animation, it can inject interest into your presentation, but too much 
is distracting. 


Whiteboard 

A whiteboard is a large board that you can write on and then rub off. 
It is useful for presenting processes, a sequence of ideas, events or 
stages involved in scientific experiments. Many scientists use 
whiteboards in their presentations for this reason. 

You can write the title of or key points of each stage of the 
experiment or process on the board, along with essential references. 
Make sure that your audience has noted everything they need before 
you wipe it off, though. And make sure that your writing or diagrams 
are clear and large enough for your audience to read. 


Example of a PowerPoint presentation 
Here is an example of a PowerPoint presentation. 

The person making this presentation wants to persuade the 
company that she can write their marketing and promotional 
materials. 


Word 
~For All Your Writing Needs 
INTRODUCTION 
My name is Anne Other, the owner of Word Solutions. 


I am going to talk about how my writing services could 
help your business by discussing: 


* my approach 

* my clients 

* what I write 

* what I can do for you 


I hope that as a result of this presentation, you will choose 


my company to write your marketing and promotional 
materials. 


Word 


—Fer All Your Writing Needs 
MY APPROACH 


Choosing the right words is essential in life, but 
particularly so in business. 


Words can give the right - or wrong - impression to your 
customers. 


I write to a wide variety of briefs. I listen carefully to what 
you want, so you actually get what you want. 


Word Solutions 
~For All Your Writing Needs 


MY CLIENTS 
My clients come from the following sectors ... 


* commerce 

* industry 

* banking 

* education 

* local government 
* charity sector 


... SO I have experience in writing lots of different types of 
marketing and promotional materials. 


Word Solutions 
~For All Your Writing Needs 


WHAT I WRITE 


Most of my work is in the following categories, although I 
always enjoy a new challenge: 


* marketing and promotional materials 

* websites 

* learning and teaching materials 

* reports, research studies and case studies 
* news articles/features 

* rewriting/editing 


Word Solutions 
~For All Your Writing Needs 


WHAT I CAN DO FOR YOU 


I have written lots of different types of marketing and promotional materials for 
lots of different businesses. 


I have the experience and expertise to help you. 


I use a tried and tested process that gives my clients exactly what they want: 


* You tell me what you're looking for. If my quote is acceptable, we form a team. 

* We discuss your brief. We can do this at a face-to-face meeting, by using 
Skype or phone or by email — it's up to you. 

* I write a first draft. 

* We discuss this, and I edit it until you are happy with the final product. 


Word Solutions 
~For All Your Writing Needs 


CONCLUSION 
How can Word Solutions help your business? 


* experience and expertise to write high quality marketing and 
promotional materials 

* one-to-one discussion about your project 

* we recognise that you are unique and interpret your brief 
accordingly 

* professional marketing materials are more likely to get you noticed 


Questions welcome! 


Thank you for your time. 


Word Solutions 
~For All Your Writing Needs 


CONTACT DETAILS 


Anne Other 
The Cottage 
Elm Street 
Goldenvalley 
G013 7AN 


telephone: 01337 888 888 
mobile: 07777 999999 
email: anne.other @wordsolutions.co.uk 


MARKETING AND PROMOTIONAL 
WRITING 


If you are involved in writing marketing or promotional materials, then 
you need to know about copywriting. 

You write copy (or text) to advertise or market/sell a product, 
business, opinion or idea. Copy is written for marketing and 
promotional materials such as: 


* adverts (including TV, radio, newspaper, magazine and billboard) 
* brochures/leaflets 

* Websites 

* press releases 

* social media 


You will probably only ever need to write copy for a 
brochure/leaflet or website, because adverts and press releases are 
fairly specialised, and are usually handled by a press or advertising 
agency. 

Lets look at the general approach to copywriting, then 
concentrate on how to write copy for brochures/leaflets and 
websites. 


General approach 
The main thing to remember is that your copy is selling a product, 
business, opinion or idea to somebody. 


Audience 


It is therefore vital to know who your audience is, how much they 
know about your product, business, opinion or idea, and what you 
want to persuade them to do (or not do!). For example, you might 
want to persuade somebody to buy a yacht, or to stop eating junk 
food and start eating healthily. 


Style and tone 
So how do you make your copy persuasive? You will have to vary 
your approach, depending on your audience. The person buying the 
yacht will probably need a different approach to the person you want 
to eat healthily. 

A good rule of thumb is to make your copy memorable or unusual 
in some way, so that it holds people's attention. This is a good 
opportunity to express yourself. You are not describing the process 
involved in filling out a tax return. Be creative. Think of a hook you 
can use to draw people in. Look at other marketing and promotional 
materials to see the tone and style they use to engage the reader. 


Call to action 

And whatever it is you are persuading your audience to do, you need 
to ask (or tell) them to do it at the end of your copy. This is what is 
known as a 'call to action', and it should be concise, punchy and 
clear. Let's use the yacht and healthy eating examples again: 


So if you want to sail off happily into the sunset, phone 0121 
222333. 


Junk food out. Healthy food in. Visit our website 
(www.eatinghealthily.com) and send for our free healthy 
eating pack. Today! 


Writing brochures/leaflets 

You might have to write copy for a product or service that your 
company is selling. This could take the form of a brochure or leaflet 
that the company mails or gives out to visitors. Or it could be an e- 
leaflet. 


Whatever the format, its important to use powerful and 
compelling headlines to get the reader interested enough to find out 
more. Think of an unusual metaphor or ploy to attract your audience. 
The main body of the copy should then expand and build on this 
headline, and finish with a call to action — for example, an invitation 
to phone or visit the website. 


Example of a leaflet 
Here's an example of a leaflet. Its purpose is to sell a software 
training package called TrainlT. 


A brain teaser and a no-brainer 

Grab a cup of coffee and take two minutes to unscramble 
these two sentences. (Here's a clue — they're about saving 
your business money.) 

training your Is profits? draining 

the answer e-leaflet is yes, If read this solution. for the 
Worked it out yet? If not, go back and have a second cup of 
coffee. Got it? Good. We're going to tell you how you can 
stop training draining your hard-earned profits. 

The solution lies in an award winning software package 
called TrainlT. It's been created and produced by a company 
called SmartIT — a technology leader and trendsetter. 
TrainIT has four key cost- and time-saving features: 


1. It enables you to develop your own library of training materials 
inhouse at a pace that suits you and your staff. 

2. As a result, staff won't have to travel to expensive training 
seminars, with consequent loss of time at work — they can use 
the training materials on-site and at a time that suits them. 

3. The software can create training materials that suit the unique 
needs of your business and your staff — unlike external 
training, which is often too general to be relevant. 

4. You can go back and edit and update the training materials as 
often as you want — so staff don’t have to go on endless 


training updates every time a new version of software comes 
out. 


The reason you can do all this is because the techie types at 
SmartIT have come up with a nifty thing called ‘capture 
technology'. Here's how it works. 

Imagine that you are in charge of IT training and that you 
want to explain to a new employee how to create a 
PowerPoint presentation. 

You go through the process of creating a PowerPoint 
yourself on screen, and as you do this, each step of the 
process is captured and written down. You can then add your 
own specific instructions using an audio narrative function. 
You can also create speech bubbles and 'post-it notes that 
will appear on the file and give the user extra support. 

Once you've finished working through the process, you 
save it and create a 'smartlearn' file that you can add to your 
training library. Staff can then use this file to view and listen 
to the process, interact with the process or test their 
knowledge of the process. There is (of course) an initial cost 
but the long term advantage is that you'll have a reduction of 
up to 80 per cent in training time and costs. 

If it all sounds too good to be true, its not. We know 
because we use the software ourselves. And what we've 
described are only the basic functions. 

But please don't take our word for it — phone us on 0777 
888999 and we'll arrange a demonstration so that you can 
understand the power and implications of TrainlIT for 
yourself. 


*you think When it about, no-brainer. it's of a bit a 
SmartIT 

High Street 

Aberford AD11 1QZ 

0777 888999 


Writing for websites 

You only have a few seconds to grab someone's attention when they 
visit a website. If you don't, they will move onto another, more 
interesting one. Here are some tips to help your copy stand out. 


Presenting information 
People don’t read web pages the same way they read printed 
material — they tend to scan and jump about the page rather than 
read from left to right, and from top to bottom. You therefore need to 
think about the following: 


* Make your sentences and paragraphs short and concise to help 
scanning and skimming. 

* Use different levels and fonts in your subheadings to signpost 
specific pieces of information. 

* Use bulleted lists to break up the text. 

* Make sure there is plenty of blank space around your text — this 
helps text to stand out and makes it easier to read. 

* Limit the amount of text per page. 


Here's an example of the type of concise text that tells you 
immediately about the business: 


Front Door Apartments 
Welcome to Front Door Apartments. We offer boutique, 
serviced apartments in charming Stockbridge, ten minutes' 
walk from Edinburgh's West End. We specialise in luxury 
accommodation at non-luxury prices for anything from one 
night to three months — whatever your reason for visiting 
Edinburgh. 

Our apartments are special. They combine the boutique 
chic of a city hotel with the freedom and flexibility to allow 
you to explore this beautiful city at your leisure. 


Browse our website to find out what's on offer. 


Our philosophy at Front Door Apartments is to provide the 
highest levels of service, with little extras like local insider 
information that will make your stay more special. 


Writing content 

Again, readers won't approach a web page in the way they do a 

printed page. So you need to approach website copywriting in a 

different way. Think about the following: 

* Users want to know immediately where they are, so use big, clear 
page headings. 

* Write bite-size chunks of copy, not big portions. 

* There should only be one topic per page. If you need to include 
more information, then create a downloadable file (such as a pdf) 
and put it on your page. 

* Put the most important piece of information at the top of the page. 
Have a look at a newspaper - this is what they do. 


Plain English 
Writing plain English is even more important in this context. Your 
copy can be seen by anybody anywhere in the world and reading too 
much text on a screen gives you sore eyes. Keep it short, sharp and 
concise. 

Go back to the section on plain English in Chapter 2 to remind 
yourself of the principles. 

Here are links to some websites that illustrate some of the 
features we have discussed: 


BBC 
The website for BBC news, sport, TV, radio and education materials. 


www.bbc.co.uk 


The Guardian 


The website for The Guardian newspaper featuring news, sport, 
comment, analysis and reviews. 


www.guardian.co.uk 


WWF's Earth Hour 
The website for information about WWF's Earth Hour is an example 
of a website with clear headings and concise text. 


http://earthhour.wwf.org.uk 


Social media 

Many organisations now use social media to market and promote 
themselves. They encourage readers to share and pass on their 
information within social networks such as Facebook and Twitter. It’s 
basically marketing by word of mouth, it’s fast, very effective and it 
costs very little. It's also becoming more popular: recent statistics 
show that 57 per cent of small businesses use social media. These 
companies give various reasons, among them promoting awareness 
of their company, boosting sales, improving customer service and 
search engine optimization. Its use as a marketing tool is 
unsurprising when you look at the increasing use of social media. In 
2011, social media and blogs accounted for nearly a quarter of the 
time people spent on the internet, with 4 out of 5 visiting these types 
of websites. Surveys also show that 53 per cent of adult social media 
users follow at least one brand account. 

However, if you are asked to do this kind of copywriting, be 
careful. Remember that you are still representing your organisation. 
Don't be lured into thinking that you can write in an inappropriate 
style and tone or make inflammatory comments just because you are 
writing for a social network. Stick to the standards expected by your 
company, and apply the same principles that you would to writing 
copy for any other medium. 

Besides this, there are a few key things to bear in mind when 
writing for social media on behalf of a company: 


Research. Just like with any other form of writing for business, 
planning is key to writing for social media — don’t just leap right into 
your first post. Research the different sites out there before you do 
anything else — should you use Facebook, Twitter, Linkedln, 
Pinterest, Google+, a blog, or a combination? They all have 
different audiences and formats. Find the one which is most 
suitable for your purposes and then speak directly to that audience. 
Plan and proof. Once you've chosen, you need to devise a 
strategy for using that particular format. How often will you post? 
What will you post? Social media needs to be updated regularly to 
be of any use, and this needs to be factored in from the beginning. 
Having plans for future posts, or constructing a library of posts, can 
be useful. 

Social media clients such as HootSuite (http://hootsuite.com/) 
and TweetDeck (http://tweetdeck.com/) also allow you to post and 
monitor activity on major social media sites, as well as to schedule 
updates. Once you start writing posts, planning is still crucial. A 
sense of spontaneity is good in social media, but it is also a 
danger. Consider what you're writing: posting without thinking is 
not a good idea from business accounts. As said before, 
professionalism still needs to be maintained in this medium. 

Writing too quickly can also look unprofessional if you aren't 
taking the time to proof what you've written. Sloppy spelling and 
punctuation will look just as bad in this format as any other, and 
using text speak (for example to accommodate Twitter word limits) 
will still make your writing unprofessional and hard to understand. 

Follow plain English rules, and bear in mind that it's very easy to 
post, but very hard to take back when you have. 

Contribute. It is important, not just to post regularly, but to post 
high quality content. If you use social media just to post links to 
your website, or to say how well the company is doing, readers are 
simply not going to be engaged. Think outside the box: what will 


allow readers to get to know your business while still being 
interesting? 

Remember, not all things that are of interest to those inside the 
company will be of interest to readers on social media. Consider 
company news, links to blog posts, videos, tips, posts by different 
staff members. Whatever you choose to write, always bear your 
audience in mind when writing content. You can't rely on the idea 
that this audience will read and respond to anything you post: they 
will only read and share what interests and engages them. 

Remember that social media is not just about communicating to 
the widest audience possible, but about providing something 
valuable to those who follow you. 

Be social. It seems obvious to say, but social media is, above all, 
social. It doesn't work merely to set up a profile and create posts, 
and expect a loyal following to appear. You need to commit time 
and energy to providing interesting content, building up 
relationships, and engaging directly with subscribers. Always talk 
‘with’ on social media, don't just talk ‘at’. 

Communicate. When people follow or subscribe to companies on 
social media, they expect a direct line to these companies. 
Especially on more informal sites like Twitter and Facebook, this is 
an opportunity to show a business’s human face. 

Allowing customers to talk to a human voice, with a personality, 
is what makes social media so different from the more distanced 
voice of other forms of communication. This voice should also be a 
natural one — don't try to manufacture a voice for the company, just 
be yourself. 

This aspect of social media makes it all the more important, 
however, to keep appropriateness and professionalism in mind 
during all communication with followers. Don't be tempted to over- 
share. 

* Respond. Inviting people to communicate with you, which is what 
you are doing when you join social media, means that you have to 


listen and respond to what they say. Respond to feedback. 
Acknowledge and deal with complaints, as you would if you 
received them via any other medium, in a polite, efficient way. 
Communicating with customers in the public eye in this way makes 
this professionalism just as, if not more, important than if they were 
contacting you in any other way. 

Adapt. Social media is changing all the time, so it is especially 
important to monitor what you are doing, and to adapt strategies 
accordingly. Sites like Klout (klout.com), an online influence 
indicator, can help in this. 

It is also important to adapt style depending on which type of 

social media you are using. Linkedln, for example, would require a 
more formal style than Twitter or Facebook, where informality is 
preferable. 
Commit. Above all, successfully writing for social media takes 
commitment. Invest time and effort, be interested in and 
communicative with others and give it time, and eventually you will 
build up a loyal following. 


WRITING ANNOUNCEMENTS 


Most organisations have to make regular announcements about important 
changes - either good or bad. Some have guidelines for such announcements. 
However, some give managers the responsibility for producing these. You 
might be asked to write such an announcement, so it's important to know how 
to go about it. 

We'll look at the general approach to writing an announcement for both 
good and bad news and include an example of each. 


General approach 
As with most pieces of writing, there should be a distinct beginning, middle and 
end to an announcement. Here are some general points that you can apply to 
all announcements. 


Get your facts correct 

What change is the organisation announcing? A new employee, a promotion, 
redundancy plans, a retirement, a new policy or a company event? Before you 
write anything, make sure that you have got facts such as names, dates and 
times correct. 


Presentation style 
This depends on how you are sending out your announcement. 

If it's by email, then use the standard email format for your organisation, and 
insert a concise but clear title in the 'subject section so that readers will 
immediately know what the announcement is about. 

If you are putting a notice on the staff notice board, the format could be 
something like this: 


To: All staff 

From: Senior management team 
Date: 7 April 2012 

Subject: Notice of change 


Write the main body of your announcement first. This will probably take 
two or three paragraphs. 

Once you are finished your announcement, make sure you include a 
contact name and number so that staff can get back to you if they 


have any queries, like this: 
If you have any queries about this announcement, please contact Joe 
Bloggs on extension 2222. 


Beginning: tell the news straight away 

State what the announcement is about in the first sentence: 
We are delighted to inform you that Eleanor Rigby has joined the 
company as a junior member of the human resources team. 
or 
We are sad to inform you that Eleanor Rigby, Head of Human 
Resources, has decided to retire after 30 years’ service with the 
organisation. 


Middle: develop the news 
Develop the story of what led to this change over the next few sentences: 


Eleanor joined the HR team straight from university. For Eleanor, HR is 
a passion. She worked hard and was promoted several times until she 
reached the post of Head of Human Resources. She leaves behind her 
a well-organised, efficient and effective department, and we will all miss 
her. 


End: looking forward and being positive 

The announcement should end on a positive note, with employees looking to 
the future rather than to the past. It should also flag up any events associated 
with the news. 


We hope that Eleanor enjoys spending more time on her other passion 
— playing her violin. She is welcome to come in and serenade us any 
time! We are holding a leaving event for Eleanor on 15 December — 
everyone is welcome to come and say goodbye. Mince pies and mulled 
wine are on the menu! 


Style and tone 

Engage or talk to your readers by using ‘you’ and ‘we’, but remember that you 
are representing the company — so your style and tone should be clear, 
concise, polite and objective. 


Example of an announcement 
So here’s what the final notice would look like: 


To: All staff 


From: Senior management team 
Date: 7 April 2012 
Subject: Eleanor Rigby retires 


We are sad to inform you that Eleanor Rigby, Head of Human 
Resources, has decided to retire after 30 years' service with the 
organisation. 

Eleanor joined the HR team straight from university. For Eleanor, HR 
is a passion. She worked hard and was promoted several times until 
she reached the post of Head of Human Resources. She leaves behind 
her a well-organised, efficient and effective department, and we will all 
miss her. 

We hope that Eleanor enjoys spending more time on her other 
passion — playing her violin. She is welcome to come in and serenade 
us any time! She will also have more time to spend with her family, 
friends and her four beloved grandchildren. We heard on the grapevine 
(well, from the HR department, actually!) that she is giving up one 
career to take up another, as a part-time childminder. 

We are holding a leaving event for Eleanor on 15 December — 
everyone is welcome to come and say goodbye. Mince pies and mulled 
wine are on the menu! 

If you want to make a contribution to her leaving present, please 
contact Paul McCaster on extension 2468. 


How to announce good news 
It’s probably easier to announce good news because you know that everyone 
will want to read about it. 

Your tone and style can be more informal in this context, and you might 
even want to include some humour. 


Example of how to announce good news 
Here’s an example of this type of announcement: 


From: Senior management team 
To: All staff 

Date: 7 April 2012 

Subject: Good news! 


We have just heard that we have won the huge contract to produce 
recycled brown paper bags for all the GoodFood supermarkets in 


Europe! 

The senior management team worked day and night to plan and 
produce a convincing case for this pitch. They were invited to present 
their pitch along with ten other shortlisted companies at the GoodFood 
headquarters in Brussels last week. We got the good news this 
morning. 

This means a major expansion for our company. We will be recruiting 
50 new members of staff to deal with the extra work. They will mainly 
be in the production and distribution side, and we are hoping to start 
advertising and interviewing for the posts as soon as possible. Details 
of the contract will be posted on the company website today. 

Tea and buns in the staff room at 3pm to celebrate! 


How to announce bad news 

Writing about bad news can be a bit more difficult. Most companies will have an 
HR department to deal with announcements about redundancies or major 
staffing changes. 

However, you might have to fire or dismiss a member of staff and then tell 
other staff about this. This could cause quite a shock, so you need to be logical 
and factual — not emotional. You also need to be sure about what you can and 
can't say in this situation. 

After the employee who has been dismissed has left the building, and a staff 
meeting has been held to tell employees about this and to inform them of 
changes to their duties, etc., you can follow up with an announcement — either 
by email, or on the staff notice board, or both. 


Example of how to announce bad news 
Here's an example of this type of announcement: 


From: Manager, Production Department 

To: All staff 

Date: 20 September 2010 

Subject: Termination of employment: James Brown 


| am writing to let you know that James Brown, Project Manager in the 
Production Department, no longer works for this organisation. 

James Brown's projects will be covered in the short term by the other 
five members of the Production Department, until we have advertised 
and filled his post. 

Because of reasons of confidentiality, | am unable to discuss the 
details of this termination of employment. However, | am happy to 


discuss how we plan to share out roles and responsibilities across the 
other members of the team. My extension number is 2468. 

| am sure that we will all pull together, as always, to keep the 
production department working effectively and efficiently until we have 
recruited a new Project Manager. 


WRITING FOR THE MEDIA 


INTRODUCTION 


We all talk about the media, but what do we really mean by it? 
Here's one definition: 


media: a means of reaching many people, such as through 
television, newspapers and radio. 


The media includes: 


* newspapers 
* magazines 
* TV and radio 
* the internet 


In this chapter, we are going to look at what makes writing for the 
media different from other types of writing. We will also focus on the 
different types of media available, and the different styles required by 
these. So we hope you find this helpful, whether you are a budding 
young newspaper or TV journalist, or you just want to know how to 
write a newsletter for your football club. 


WHAT'S UNIQUE ABOUT WRITING FOR THE 
MEDIA? 


When you are writing for the media, you don't necessarily have the 
captive audience that you do when you are writing an academic 
essay or a work email. You have to grab your reader's attention, 
because you are competing with lots of other news features, articles, 
TV/radio programmes or blogs. Readers are like butterflies — they 
will flit from one piece of information to another. So how do you grab 
their attention and keep it? We are going to look at the following 
techniques to help you do this: 


* who, what, how, where, when and why (the five Ws and an H) 
* media style 

* interviewing techniques 

* house style 

* ‘spin’ 


The five Ws and an H 
* Who is involved? 

* What happened? 

* How did it happen? 

* Where did it happen? 
* When did it happen? 
* Why did it happen? 


These are the time-honoured questions that journalists and 
media writers use to structure their writing. First, you grab the 
reader's attention by creating a strong, dramatic introduction for 
maximum impact, and then you use the 'five Ws and an H' structure 
keep their attention by providing the answers to these questions. 


Example of 'five Ws and an H' 

Here's an example of a news report that uses this structure to 
describe Raisin Weekend — a traditional event that takes place every 
year at St Andrews University in Scotland. 


Raisin Weekend high jinks at St Andrews 

(Introduction) 

Despite the freezing cold yesterday, hundreds of students 
at St Andrews University took part in a foam fight in St 
Salvators Quadrangle, marking the end of the annual 
Raisin Weekend celebrations. 


(Who) 

This is a university tradition where new students — known 
as bejants and bejantines — are adopted and shown the 
ropes by an academic ‘mother’ and ‘father’, who are usually 
third-year students. 


(What) 

On the Sunday of Raisin Weekend, the ‘parents’ throw a 
party to help all their 'children' get to know each other. This 
is usually helped along by copious amounts of alcohol. 

As a thank-you present, the children give their parents a 
bottle of wine — it used to be a pound of raisins. Academic 
fathers acknowledge this gift by giving their children a raisin 
receipt. This was originally written in Latin on a piece of 
parchment, but now it's written on an object that the student 
has to push or drag to the foam fight on Raisin Monday. And 
the mothers — as all good mothers do — dress their children 
up for the event. 

Raisin receipts and costumes can be anything — the more 
outrageous and embarrassing the better. This year, one 
student was spotted pulling an old iron bedstead along 
behind him, wearing only a nappy. 


(How) 


So how did this crazy tradition start? Nobody seems quite 
clear. Some people think it's only a century old, while others 
believe that it goes right back to the fifteenth century. 


(Where) 

Whatever its origins, Raisin Weekend creates mayhem in 
St Andrews, and this can sometimes cause tension 
between ‘town’ and ‘gown’. A Tesco employee grumbled: ‘I 
don’t mind a bit of high jinks, but some of them are drunk 
and cause trouble in the shop. One student stole a couple 
of items. The police have been in and out all day!’ But the 
majority of the residents and visitors take it as a bit of a 
joke. Elinor Hay who was on holiday from Glasgow, said: 
Tve just seen a young lad stark naked on top of the 
fountain in Market Street! I’ve not seen a gorgeous young 
body like that for twenty years — | went back for another 
look!’ 

Joe Brown, the President of the Student's Union, 
commented: ‘It’s a great experience, and one that St 
Andrews graduates always remember. The combination of 
foam, grass and frost will always remind me of my first year 
at St Andrews. And the local pubs and hotels do a roaring 
trade, so it’s a win-win situation.’ 


(When) 
Raisin Weekend takes place on the Sunday and Monday of the 
second weekend in November every year. 


(Why) 

The aim of this tradition is to help new students integrate into 
university life. Perhaps that’s when William and Kate got to know 
each other better ... 


Media style 


Newspapers, magazines, websites and blogs are not textbooks — 
they communicate information to readers who are probably on their 
way to or from work, or are catching up on the news during their 
lunch hour. They don't have time to read the same sentence over 
three times because they don't understand it. And if they don't like 
what they're reading, they'll skip it and go to something else. So it's 
back to plain English again — media style is crisp, concise, easy to 
understand — but also colourful and enjoyable to read. You'll be 
competing with other news items, articles or columns, so your 
opening has to hook the reader in and make them want to read on. 
The 'five Ws and an H' help with this, but establishing your own style 
or voice is important too. 


Example of two openings 
Compare these two openings, for example — which one is more likely 
to make you want to read on? 


Opening A 

Emily Dickinson was an American poet who lived from 
1830-1886. She spent most of her life living in her family 
homestead in Amherst, Massachusetts — a town that still 
had a very Puritan culture. Her father, Edward Dickinson, 
was treasurer of Amherst College for nearly forty years, as 
well as being a lawyer and politician. Emily never married, 
but wrote prolifically, especially between the years 1861- 
1865. In 1862, she averaged a poem a day. 

By the time of her death, she had written some eighteen 
hundred poems, though even her family didn't know how 
many poems she'd written. Only around ten of her poems 
were published in her own lifetime, and she died unknown as 
a poet. Instead, she collected and sewed her poems into 
carefully crafted 'fascicles', and stowed them away. From the 
1860s, Dickinson had begun to withdraw from town life, and 
to dress entirely in white. Around 1869, when she was thirty- 
eight, Emily chose to stay permanently within the family's 
home and grounds, never going beyond them. Her sister 


Lavinia discovered all of Emily's poems when she died and, 
along with Mabel Loomis Todd, a neighbour, helped to 
publish them. A complete version of her works was only 
made available in 1955. Until then, versions of her poems 
available were often not very true to the original and made 
changes to her punctuation and style. 


Opening B 

"The Homestead', in the centre of Amherst, Massachusetts, 
is an impressive brick structure built in the Federal style. 
Upstairs, in a simply-furnished bedroom on the upper left of 
the house, a small writing desk — around 16 inches square 
— sits in the corner-room's angle. The modest reality of this 
desk belies the importance of its former owner, who, during 
nights spent sitting before it, poured out a truly prolific body 
of poetry, and then put it away unseen in its drawers. 

Emily Dickinson wrote some eighteen hundred poems 
before her death in 1886. She lived for almost her entire life 
in The Homestead, her family home, and, despite her 
reputation today, died almost unknown as a poet beyond its 
walls. Even her sister Lavinia, who knew of her writing, was 
surprised to discover, after Emily's death, the volume of work 
locked in her desk. 

Emily's work came, for her innumerable fans, terrifyingly 
close to never seeing the light of day. But how could a writer 
of such genius have died with only around ten of her poems 
having ever been published? And why did the woman, famed 
in the public consciousness as a recluse dressed all in white, 
choose to confine herself in later life to the family grounds; to 
turn herself almost into a living-myth? 

The answer to this may lie in considering Emily not just as 
a poet, but as a female poet. It's hard to imagine today that 
Emily's work could go unlauded during her lifetime, but the 
situation for a woman writer, much less one as 
uncompromising and challenging as Emily, was entirely 
different in the Puritanical landscape of 19th century New 
England. Woman writers during this period were stretching 


the traditional boundaries of what females were allowed to 
do in a very real way. Only a generation before, women 
writers were just about unheard of, and publication (the act 
of being made public) would be considered shameful for any 
woman — whose role was exclusively in the domestic sphere. 
Even in Emily's day, the freedom to write, especially full time 
as she did, was hard-won. 


Opening A fails to reveal the focus of the article, and you are none 
the wiser by the end of the paragraph. Is this a history of Emily 
Dickinson's life? Is it a feature on people who became recluses? Or 
is it about women writers in 19th-century America? It's difficult to tell. 
The writing is bland, with no structure or punch and there isn't much 
of a hook to persuade the reader to persevere. Opening B sets an 
engaging scene and draws the reader in by asking interesting 
questions. The focus of the article is then introduced, the reader 
mentally goes ‘Aaah, | see’ and settles down to find out more about 
the difficulties faced by American women writers in a culture where 
women were perceived as belonging only in the domestic sphere. 


Interviewing techniques 
If you are writing for the media, then you'll need to interview people. 
Interviews are a good way of gathering facts, opinions and stories 
from people. Quotations give your writing vitality and human interest, 
and they make it unique to you. 

But how do you develop interviewing techniques? To begin with, 
you need the following qualities: 


* persistence 
* curiosity 

* patience 

* confidence 
e empathy 

* sensitivity 

* enthusiasm. 


If you interview somebody and you want them to open up to you, 
then you need to make eye contact, use friendly and open body 
language and look interested. They're not going to engage with you 
if you come over as cold, bored or uncaring. 

The following techniques will help you to carry out efficient and 
professional interviews. 


Do your research 
Find out everything you can about who you are going to interview — 
this will help you to feel confident and ask the right questions. 


Plan and structure 

What information are you trying to get? Plan the questions and 
structure of your interview to make sure that you get this information. 
You can always move away from this structure from time to time if a 
new idea or issue turns up, but you have the structure to return to. 


Establish a rapport 

You need to establish a rapport with the person you are interviewing, 
so it helps to be professional, businesslike, friendly, courteous and 
polite. 


Ask open-ended questions 

Phrase your questions carefully. If you ask closed questions — 
questions that only need a ‘yes’ or a ‘no’ answer — then the 
interviewee won't have a chance to open up to you. So instead of 
asking ‘Do you like the publicity that comes with your job?’ ask "What 
do you think about the publicity that comes with your job?' 


House style 

Would you refer to the 1939—45 war as World War 2, World War II or 

the Second World War? Or how would you refer to the years 1980 to 

1989 - the Eighties, eighties, 80s or '80s? Is it organise or organize? 
We all have our own preferences for words, phrases and 

spellings, but if we followed them it would be confusing for the 


reader, so most serious newspapers, magazines and media 
websites have what is known as a house style. This ensures that 
there is a uniform approach to the language used by writers and 
editors. 


Example of house style 
Here's an example from a publishing house style guide: 


captions 
In general, captions do not need a full point afterwards. 


Short captions look odd and old-fashioned with a full point 
afterwards — omit the full point. 


Mixture of long and short captions — omit final point on all of 
them. In an informal text this is especially true. 


In a more formal or technical text, with captions made up of 
several sentences, a full point at the end will probably look 
better. Use common sense. 


caster sugar 
Caster rather than castor. Both are right, however caster 
appears more often on modern packaging. 


centuries 
The 20th century, the 21st century. Hyphenate when 
adjectival, e.g. 21st-century boy. 


20th Century Fox doesn't hyphenate its name, leave it be if it 
is mentioned. 


colon 


Within a sentence, dont follow a colon with a 
capital.Usually the first word following a colon looks better 
uncapitalised. However, if a full sentence follows the colon it 
will probably look better to cap up the first letter of that 
sentence. 


In some display styles, it may look better to capitalise the 
first letter of the first word following the colon. Keep it 
consistent whatever's chosen. 


Here are some examples of how we've used colons: 
Arm discs: Also known as Delphin discs, arm 

discs are available in adult and child sizes. 

These are the modern take on inflatable arm 

bands. 


Before you get in the water: 
Blow your nose. You should not swim with 
a cold or with catarrh. 


Keep going until you have gone a few 
metres, then try moving in different 
directions: sideways, backwards and in 
circles. 


commas 
Try to avoid lots of unnecessary commas. Commas are 
used for parenthesis, lists and to avoid ambiguity not to 
indicate lots of pauses, which is very old fashioned. 


company names 
Companies and institutions are singular (the Bank of 
Scotland is, the school is, Vauxhall is, the government is). 


Many company names have apostrophes in them: if in doubt, 
check the official website. 


cross references 
See pages 122-123. ltalicise See/see' and always have the 
word ‘page’ written out in full, not p. or pg. 


Most page references will be appearing in brackets. Put 
bracketed page reference inside an existing sentence. 


Use an en dash between page references and shorten when 
there is repetition of the first numbers as follows: 


123-4 not 123-24 or 123-124 
23-4 not 23—24 

267-79 

267-345 


Check out the The | Guardian Style | Guide on 
www.guardian.co.uk/styleguide/. 

Ask to see the house style book or sheet of the newspaper, 
magazine or website you are writing for. Some might only be a page 
of A4, with very basic guidance, while others cover every question 
that a writer or editor is likely to ask. Most house styles will cover the 
following: 


Preferred dictionary 
Most media organisations tend to have a preferred dictionary that 
they use. These could include: 


e The Oxford Dictionary 
* Cambridge Dictionary 
e Chambers Dictionary 
* Collins Dictionary 


The house style will probably state whether to use ‘-ise’ or '-ize' 
verb endings. 


Addresses, ages, dates and numbers 
There will probably be rules to cover how you write addresses, a 
person's age, dates and cash amounts. 

Most newspapers and magazines spell out numbers one to ten in 
full, but use figures for 11 and over. 


Collective nouns 
Its now generally accepted that most collective nouns use a single 
verb, as in the following: 


The music society is charging a higher fee. 
The government is deciding on the best policy. 


There are some common exceptions, and these include the 
police, pop groups and football teams: 


The police are asking for help to solve the crime. 
The Rolling Stones are performing for one last time. 
Manchester United are playing well just now. 


Hyphens and en rules 
Do you co-operate or cooperate? Co-ordinate or coordinate? Write 
Stratford-upon-Avon or Stratford upon Avon? House rules will tell 
you what to do. 

Don't confuse hyphens with en rules or em rules. These are used 
— like this — in parenthetical statements. Some organisations prefer 
to use the en rule — like this. Its the width of a capital ‘N’. Others 
prefer to use an em rule — like this. It's the width of a capital 'M'. 


Abbreviations, titles, capital letters and royalty 
There will probably be a section on abbreviations in most house 
styles — for example, ie or i.e.? 

Titles might be punctuated — for example, Dr., Mr. and Prof.. But 
names might not be — for example, JK Rowling. 

There will be a style for when to use capital letters — too many 
can make a line or heading difficult to read. 


There will also be a style for addressing royalty — for example, 
HRH, HM, Her Royal Highness or Her Majesty. 


Fonts and layouts 
Finally, some media organisations will also state the fonts and 
layouts they prefer. 


Style of language 
We'll look at style of language in more detail in the next section. 


Spin 
Spin is associated with the media, but what exactly is it? 

One view of spin is that it is a way of presenting news or an 
incident to your audience to persuade them to see it from a particular 
perspective — usually to reduce the negative impact. So instead of 
saying, ‘We failed 20 per cent of our targets’ you would say ‘We met 
80 per cent of our targets’. Or, instead of writing ‘I failed this term’s 
chemistry test’ you would say '| am learning from the mistakes | 
made in this chemistry test to help me achieve a top mark in my next 
test.' You are turning a negative into a positive. 

Spin is used a lot by public relations people in politics and the 
media. Often, when a celebrity makes a mistake or does something 
embarrassing, they employ a public relations officer to put a spin on 
events and lessen the impact. Some people therefore think that 
‘spin’ and ‘spin doctors — the people who use spin - are 
manipulative and are not to be trusted. 

If you use spin, you must consider the ethics involved. There are 
two different ways to look at it. 

One view is that if you basically tell the truth but put a spin on it, 
then if the reader doesn't ask questions or think about what you have 
written, that's their fault and not yours. 

The other view is that you are intentionally trying to control the 
way the reader interprets the facts by making them look at them in a 
more positive light. 

Be careful about where, when and how much you use spin. Think 
of the purpose of your writing — is spin appropriate for your readers? 


If not, keep things simple and don't use it. 
Look out for examples of spin when you are reading or listening 
to anything in the media. 


DIFFERENT MEDIA, DIFFERENT STYLES 


In this section, we'll look at the styles required for different types of 
media. We will cover the following: 


* newspapers: tabloids and broadsheets 
* magazines 

* feature writing 

* ezines 

* newsletters 

* blogs and websites 

* reviews 


We will also look again at the issue of copyright in the context of 
writing for the media. 


Newspapers 
There are two different types of newspapers — tabloids and 
broadsheets. They look different, have a different style of writing and 
aim to attract different readers. 

On the next page is a summary of the main differences: 


Tabloids and broadsheets 


Tabloid Broadsheet 
The Sun, Mail, Mirror The Times, Guardian, Telegraph 
'popular' approach more serious, analytical approach 
bold layout more conservative layout, more 
focus on photographs focus on text 
sensational headlines factual headlines 


language biased and emotional language more objective 


focus on stories about focus on major world events 
famous people, gossip and and politics 
sensational events 


Examples of tabloid and broadsheet headlines 

A young man has been killed in a road traffic accident. Compare the 
different headlines written by the tabloid and  broadsheet 
newspapers. 


Tabloid headline 
Village devastated by tragic death of car-smash victim. 


Broadsheet headline 
Local youth killed in tragic road accident. 


Examples of tabloid and broadsheet report approach 


Tabloid news report approach 
A whole village is in mourning today for the loss of a ‘well- 
loved young man, who was a popular member of the 
community. 

Justin Brown, 18, died tragically as a result of a head-on 
collision on his way to work yesterday. He had a promising 
career in front of him, and colleagues are still reeling from 
the news. 

‘We still can't get our heads round it,’ said his boss, Jim 
Smith. 

Police are still at a loss about what happened, and are 
asking for eyewitnesses to come forward with information. 


Broadsheet news report approach 
A local youth who had just embarked on an engineering 
apprenticeship was killed yesterday in a tragic head-on 
collision on his way to work. 


Family, friends and colleagues were devastated by the 
news. 
A representative of the local police said 'We would appeal 

to any eyewitnesses to come forward with information so we 

can identify the cause of the accident.’ 

We've looked at the differences between the two main types of 
newspapers. Now we're going to look at the common aspects of the 
structure and style of a newspaper article. Refer back to the 'Raisin 
Weekend high jinks at St Andrews' article when you are looking at 
these points. 


Structure and style 

* The headline has to be punchy and eye-catching. It has to catch 
people's attention and make them want to read the article. 

* Always keep the 'five Ws and an H' in mind — this should be your 
structure for every article. 

* Each paragraph should clearly link to the next. 

* Tell the story, and tell it in chronological order. 

* Include quotations to add human interest, authenticity and life to 
your writing. 

* Include official sources of information where appropriate — for 
example, police, local authorities, the person in charge. 

* Try to finish on a forward-looking note, even if it is bad news. 


Magazines 
There are magazines on just about every topic under the sun from 
fly-fishing to women's interests to buying a car. Magazines have a 
different writing style and pace from newspapers. They have feature 
articles rather than news stories, and their readers buy the magazine 
because they want to read these features. 

Here are some of the types of features that you will find in 
magazines: 


News features 


These are linked to stories in the news. They usually explore the 
story in more depth, or look at it from a fresh angle. 


Profiles 
One-to-one interviews are very popular in magazines, and can range 
from celebrities to ordinary people with an interesting story to tell. 


Lifestyle features 

How do you juggle being a working mum? What do you do at the 
weekend? Where do you shop and what do you cook? These are all 
the subject of popular lifestyle features. 


Consumer features 
These involve comparing and assessing rival products, so you the 
reader don't have to. 


Question and answer 

This is a common interview structure, where the person being 
interviewed simply answers a list of published questions. The writer 
just records the answers without interpreting or analysing them. 


Specialist features 
These require specialist knowledge because they deal with specialist 
subjects such as antiques, travel or motoring, for example. 

We've looked at the different types of feature articles you will find 
in magazines. Now we're going to look at the structure and style of 
this type of writing. 


Structure and style 

* Your introduction still needs to have impact and you still need to 
answer the ‘five Ws and an H' in your feature, but not at the pace 
of a news story. 

* Decide what your angle is going to be. Stay focused and relevant to 
this angle — plan where you are going before you start writing. This 


will help your writing to flow and will stop you losing your way. 

* End with a bang, not a whimper! Try to create a well-rounded 
ending. 

* Make sure that you have a good mixture of facts, quotes and your 
own observations/interpretations of places and people. 

* Put your ideas in a logical progression, so that the feature flows. 

* Avoid repetition and ‘purple prose’, but use imaginative language. 

e Think about your tone - is it appropriate? 


Example of a feature profile 

Here is an example of a feature profile. It's a one-to-one interview 
with a lady who remembers growing up during the Second World 
War. 


Yesterday's girl 

The Oscar-winning film The King's Speech well and truly 
pushed the country's nostalgia button. Google it and you 
get over 70 million results. But does the film reflect what life 
was like for yesterday's ordinary boys and girls? Maureen 
Forrester (74) gives us an insight by describing her 
memories of growing up during the reign of George VI in 
the 40s and 50s. 

Cupar is a market town in north east Fife, and Maureen 
Forrester was born and grew up there during the war. She 
has strong memories of the Polish soldiers who were billeted 
in the area. Apparently they were very polite, with lots of 
heel-clicking and hand-kissing. And most thrilling of all, they 
had chocolate. 

Maureen said: ‘We had two Polish soldiers billeted with us. 
| had such a lovely time because | was only three and they 
made a big fuss of me. They brought us bars of chocolate, 
which you hardly ever saw. That was a great treat. Crowds of 
them would come up to our house - not just the ones staying 
with us — and my mother would play the piano and we would 
all have a sing song. It was just wonderful" 


'Of course, she added, 'it goes without saying that the 
Scottish men were very jealous of the chocolate-giving and 
the hand-kissing. They didn't like the competition at all!’ 

Maureen remembers a strong sense of family and 
community during the war. Her sister joined the Land Army, 
and Maureen went to stay with her one weekend on a farm 
in the north of Fife. She said: ‘| was out working in the fields 
with all the girls, and we had such a great laugh. It was 
great! My mother made me trousers to wear, because girls 
didn't wear trousers then.’ 

Children were also expected to help out in the fields during the 
school holidays. Maureen described, laughing, what happened 
when they went to pick potatoes: 'We left home in the dark and 
made our way to a collection point. The farmers would arrive with 
open lorries and choose whom they wanted. We were loaded 
onto trucks with no notion of where we were going, then dumped 
in a field and set to work. Can you imagine children being treated 
like that nowadays? Either they'd be arguing with the farmer 
about their rights or their parents would.' 

Sugar rationing also encouraged the community spirit. 
Maureen said: ‘I remember putting a jam jar in the middle of 
the table and instead of putting sugar in our tea or on our 
cornflakes, we put it in the jar. When we had collected 
enough, we made tablet.’ 

However, since Maureen's father was in the motor trade 
and was responsible for rationing petrol, he often brought the 
family extra luxuries from grateful customers. He usually 
came back from visiting one particular farm laden with eggs. 
Maureen laughed: 'But the best gift that we ever got was a 
whole pig — not alive | have to say. We kept it in the garage" 

Like most of yesterday's girls and boys, Maureen and her 
sister were keen cyclists — so keen in fact, that they planned 
a cycling and hostelling trip to Norway when they were 16 
and 20. She recalled: ‘We cycled from Cupar to Newcastle, 
stopping at hostels on the way, and caught the ferry to 
Bergen.’ 


But this was no wild, cocktail-swigging holiday — quite the 
opposite. Maureen said, laughing: We were very prim and 
proper and kept ourselves to ourselves. In one hostel, some 
Norwegian men realised we were British and started to sing 
"| dream of Jeannie with the light brown hair". They were just 
trying to be friendly, but we were highly insulted and snubbed 
them" 

Thankfully, Maureen let her guard down enough for one 
Ron Forrester to woo and marry her 'at the tender age of 19'. 
Ron planned and organised a honeymoon to remember. She 
recalled: ‘He was an adventurer. We drove from Cupar to 
Lydd in our little Morris Minor shooting brake. At the small 
airport there we boarded the plane, and our car was driven 
along with two others into the front of a Bristol Wayfarer. We 
landed at Le Touquet and then drove down through France, 
across the interior of Spain, over the Pyrenees to Andorra 
and back up through France on our way home again.’ 

Then it was back to earth with a bump. Like most women 
of her time, she decided to make marriage her career. But 
four children later, she decided that she wanted more out of 
life, and went back to college to study music. Maureen had 
always loved music and singing in particular. She said: 
‘When | was young, | would sing loudly in the garden, hoping 
that some Hollywood producer would just happen to be 
wandering down our little street, looking for another Shirley 
Temple! After completing her course, she became a teacher, 
which also gave her the opportunity to produce and sing in 
musical shows. 'So it all worked out well in the end" 

Maureen still teaches piano to a small number of pupils, 
and as | get ready to leave, this yesterday's girl opens the 
door to one of tomorrow's young musicians. 


Ezines 

What is an ezine? It's an electronic magazine, delivered through 
email to people who subscribe to it. Ezines are usually free, and 
cover a huge amount of topics. They are therefore often used as a 


marketing tool. You can write an ezine article or your own ezine to 
lead potential customers to your business website. 
Here are some tips for writing in this medium. 


Research 

Before you write your own ezine article, use any search engine and 
type in 'ezine publishers' to find out who is out there and what they 
are publishing. Once you know your market, you can write your 
article or develop your own ezine. 


Write your article 

Write your article in plain English. Refer back to the general 
approach to writing for the media at the beginning of this chapter. 
This is your chance to show your expertise, establish credibility and 
advertise your company or your own business. 

Remember that if you submit an article or business information to 
an established ezine, your audience is subscribing to the ezine 
because they are interested in the topic that you are writing about. 
You're off to a winning start. 


Resource box 

Ezine publishers sometimes ask for a resource box to be included at 
the end of an article submission. If you want it, this is your big 
opportunity to advertise yourself, your business and your website. It 
should contain the following: 


* your name 
* business name 

* call to action 

* Website address 

* email address 

experience and qualifications 


Every time your article is published, there will be a live link in this 
resource box that goes to your website. This in turn will help to 


improve the search engine ranking of your website, especially if you 
use important keywords. 


Developing your own ezine 

If you want to create your own ezine, follow the same principles as 
above. You can then either add your ezine to an existing directory or 
list of publishers, or email existing clients and ask them to subscribe. 
After that, it’s up to you how often you write and publish your ezine. 


Example of an ezine 

There are lots of examples of ezines on the internet. Use any search 
engine to look for ezine lists or directories. On the next page is a 
spread from Cake Masters ezine. This is an online publication that 
goes out of its way to support and encourage the cake baking 
community — both professionals and hobby bakers. Much of the 
content comes from their readers' contributions, in the form of text 
and photographs. 

Promotion of an ezine goes hand in hand with embracing social 
media, and Cake Masters does this enthusiastically. Cake Masters' 
Facebook page is a great example of how to use Facebook 
effectively: it is helpful, informative and entertaining, has just the right 
tone of informality, never posts anything controversial or 
argumentative, and it engages with and replies to its users and 
shares their content too. These users are, after all, potential readers 
of, and even contributors to, the magazine. 

Some ezines are free, and some are available subscription or 
payment only. Others might give a free taster to encourage the 
reader to take out a subscription or make a payment per edition. The 
Cake Masters ezine's popularity as an online magazine has 
encouraged the editors to start selling their online edition for a 
payment and also producing a print edition. 


LDMar EB FPES E.g 


Extract from issuu.com/cakemasters online magazine. 


Ezines can be read, and created, through online services such as 
issuu (issuu.com) and scribd (scribd.com). These services allow 
you to self-publish all kinds of documents in a slick, accessible way 
that is compatible with all types of social media. 


Newsletters 

Newsletters tend to be short, printed publications that are produced 
for specific groups of people, or for circulation within an organisation. 
So, for example, you might be asked to produce a newsletter or an 
article for a newsletter for your local club or for your staffroom. 
Newsletters tend to be read by people who are interested in what 
you have to say, so again, you're off to a flying start. They contain 
short sound-bites of information, so apply plain English principles 
and keep your writing short, concise and easy to understand. You 


know your readers, so the tone and style will probably be informal 
and 'chatty'. 

There are lots of user-friendly newsletter templates available on 
the internet if you are expected to produce one from scratch. 
Alternatively, the organisation or group you are writing for could 
already have a template that they use, and all you have to do is to 
produce the articles to fit in it. 
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Hello and welcome to the February edition € _ 
ofthe Littleby Orchestral Society newsletter, F ene: =. am 
where we look back at our Christmas concert Gu EL sr 
and look forward to our next performance at y r » uM í 
the local spring festival. We've also got some i (MT 
lovely news about one of our players and a ' 
special offer for sheet music - so take some 
time out of your busy day, read and enjoy! 
A NEW ADDITION TO 
THE ORCHESTRA? 
January concert Hsc Sani, decret 
Congratulations to everyone who played 1n the Christ mas player, ts certainly doing her 
concert — it was a sellout! Despite the cold and snow, friends, bit to generate new players 
family and music lovers came in their droves to listen to our for the orchestra. She and 
programme of Christmas carols, music from "The Snowman’ her family are celebrating the 
and Corellis Christmas Concerto. We even got an encore! birth oftwins Tom and Sarah. 


The local press We are all thinking of you, 
gave usa good Jane (and Tom!) and hope 
review, so heres you don't have too many 
hoping the next sleepless nights. Volunteers 
concert will be as are available for lullaby 
successful. The playing! 

money will help us 

a SHEET MUSIC OFFER 
aia ^ d Our local music shop, 


Green's Music, has offered 


erformance. 
, Littleby Orchestral Society 
players a hefty 30 per cent 

SPRING FESTIVAL PERFORMANCE —— - een 
Music has been chosen and rehearsals begin next Tuesday at So get down there now with 
7.30pm in the school dining hall as usual. We are playing the 

« ; s your membership card and 
Simple Symphony" by Benjamin Britten and "The Planets by stock up on your f es! 


Gustav Holst. To round off the British Composers theme we 
are performing "The Lark Ascending by Vaughan Williams. 


Blogs 

The word ‘blog’ stands for ‘web log’. A blog is a website that has 
entries (called posts) that appear in reverse chronological order 
(latest first). A blog is like an online journal or diary, where you write 
your thoughts or opinions about a subject. Blogs are now used for 


online journalism, because the writer can describe or record what is 
going on minute-by-minute — for example, at the Olympics or at the 
Oscars. Most blogs have an area where people can comment or 
respond to the blog post. 

A blogger is someone who writes content for a blog, or posts a 
blog. 


Why do you want to blog? 

Before you go on to set up a blog, it's a good idea to ask yourself 
why you want to write a blog. That will focus your mind on the 
purpose of the blog, who your audience is going to be, how often you 
are going to post an entry and whether you are able to sustain it. 

For example, is it to promote your business? In that case, you 
need to make it entertaining, with an unusual angle, not just a sales 
pitch. If it’s about your view on international politics, then be careful 
not to let it degenerate into a rant. Remember that you want to build 
up a following for your chosen subject or field. 


How to set up a blog 

Once you've decided what you're going to blog about, there are lots 
of websites that offer free blogging. The most popular are 
WordPress, Blogger and Google. If you have a Google account, just 
log onto ‘Blogger’ and off you go. On other websites or blog 
platforms there is a 'create account box where you enter your 
details. 

You are then taken to a page where you have the option of 
allowing people to comment or respond. Write your post, click on the 
button to upload photographs or videos that you want to include and 
press the 'publish' button — you have posted your first blog! 


Writing a blog 

Follow the usual plain English rules — make it clear, concise and 
easy to understand. Short sentences are best. Don't ramble on with 
long sentences or you will lose your reader's interest. Remember 
your audience and keep focused. 


If you mention the subject of your blog as often as you can in the 
first paragraph (without overdoing it), this will help your blog to 
feature prominently on the search engines. There is also a ‘tag’ 
section where you enter words that you want to associate with your 
blog. These will also help to push your blog up to the top of the list in 
search engines. Blogs vary very greatly in style, content, formality 
and approach. Some examples follow. 


Examples of blogs 
Cookery writer Jill Colonna has a blog called Mad About Macarons 
(madaboutmacarons.com) after her cookery book of the same name. 
Her blog is rather like a journal, with added recipes and descriptions 
of what it is like to be a British person living and working in Paris. Jill 
makes good use of social media with a very entertaining and active 
Facebook page where she takes time to reply to users. 

She also engages with other writers in blogging communities — 
essential if you want your blogging reputation to spread and your 
readership to grow. 
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talented artist, Caro! Gillott and clever Bear’ of Paris Breakfasts fame. Where was the 
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flavour to choose. Pressure. Many other boutiques were taking part in the Paris Jour du dde 


acaron but as time was limited, we didn't manage to do all of them. However, we did 
well, Really well 


From madaboutmacarons.com written by Jill Colonna. 


Writer Sue Reid Sexton is the author of Mavis's Shoe. Her blog 
entries at suereidsexton.blogspot.co.uk often talk about her life as a 
writer, and local writer events in which readers might be interested, 
but also, she often pays particular attention to the themes and 
locations that crop up in her novel. It's a great way to help promote 
her book, because people searching for information on the 
Clydebank blitz (the setting for the novel) may well find Sue's blog 
and be encouraged to read her novel too. 
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From suereidsexton.blogspot.co.uk written by Sue Reid Sexton. 


Journalist Tristan Stewart-Robertson has created a Canadian 
news site called Tomorrow (www.tomorrow.is) which is very much 
more formal than the sites previously mentioned. The articles are 
news features. 

Tristan does not include any personal musings or opinions, or 
any facts that he has not checked numerous times and can give a 
citation for. On his site he has published an admirable list of 
guidelines and protocols that he feels are important for good 
reporting on his site and generally. 

This is not really a blog, but it's an interesting contrast with the 
previous examples. Tomorrow is a content portal, and as it grows 
and finds new contributors it will look less a blog and more and more 
like a news site. 


The ambitious ethical basis of the writing on this site is notable — 
and admirable — when in comparison to some blogs and 'news' 
writing on the web. 

With very little digging you'll soon discover that many blogs 
contain unsubstantiated opinions and uncorroborated facts and 
information. They often contain photos and other content that breach 


copyright. 
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From www.tomorrow.is edited by Tristan Stewart-Robertson. 


Of course there is room out there for personal opinions. Bloggers 
are the equivalent of the essayists of old — and that great tradition 
involves political comment, satire, humour and strong opinions. Even 
ranting, when done effectively, can be very entertaining. But it's 
important in this age — post Leveson Inquiry, where all the media are 
being scrutinised for ethics no matter what content — that you try to 
publish to a certain standard. A standard that, as a minimum, does 
not breach anyone's copyright, copy their work or ideas, do harm or 
spread unsubstantiated or uncorroborated information. 


Reviews 

An increasing number of people are writing reviews online on 
anything from cars to holidays to films, books and music. Some 
organisations like TripAdvisor actively encourage this, so that visitors 
to the site can make an informed decision based on honest opinions. 
You might want to contribute to a site like this after a particularly 
good (or bad) holiday. Or you might be asked to review a film or 
book for your organisation's internal newsletter, or want to do so for 
a personal blog. 


So how would you go about doing this? What makes a good 
review? Here are a few points to remember. 


What is the target audience/market? 
If you know the target audience/market of the film, book or 
restaurant, you can judge it against a recognised set of criteria. 

For example, a Hollywood action film and a low-budget art house 
film would appeal to completely different audiences, and you would 
therefore review them in different ways. 


Include basic information 
Make sure that you include basic information in your review such as: 


* title, author, publisher and recommended price of a book 


e title, director, main actors, cinema venue and times of a film 


* name of restaurant, opening times and phone number for booking. 


Don't give away too much 

Whet the reader's appetite by giving them enough information to let 
them decide whether they want to read the book or see the film, but 
don't spoil it by giving too much away. 


Example of a review 
Here is an example of a book review. 


The Slap by Christos Tsiolkas 

Christos Tsiolkas's fourth novel was longlisted for the Man 
Booker Prize 2010 and won the Commonwealth Writers’ 
Prize, with good reason - it really makes you think. 

The novel opens at a middle-class barbecue in Melbourne, 
Australia. It quickly builds up to the pivotal event — where a 
guest slaps a child who is not his — and then examines the 
fallout from the perspectives of the eight people who 
witnessed it. 

Hector (Greek) and Aisha (Indian) are the affluent, middle- 
class hosts, Harry (Hector’s hot-headed cousin) is the 
person who is responsible for ‘the slap’ and Hugh and Rosie 
(white, liberal and poor) are the parents of the slapped child. 
They report the matter to the police and take Harry to court. 

But this novel is much more than the story of the events 
leading up to the court case, and its outcome. It forces us to 
examine our society and its issues, and in so doing it can 
sometimes make for uncomfortable reading. 

Tsiolkas achieves this through the narratives of eight 
finely-drawn characters. Some, like Harry, are downright 
unlikeable, but are all the more convincing for that. They 
reveal their different deep-seated attitudes towards family, 
loyalty and race, and this in turn makes you question your 
own attitudes: for example, is it acceptable to hit an unruly 
child? Where would your loyalties lie — with the friend whose 
child was slapped or with your husband's brother, who did 


the slapping? How would you cope if your Greek wife was 

ashamed of your daughter-in-law because she was Indian? 
These are difficult questions. Read this novel and ask 

yourself how you would answer them. 

The Slap, by Christos Tsiolkas, is published by Atlantic 

Books. RRP is £7.99. 


ACKNOWLEDGING SOURCES/COPYRIGHT 


We've mentioned copyright before, but we're going to mention it 
again, because so many people think that if they use material from 
the internet that isn't actually on a printed page, they don't have to 
acknowledge it. This is just not true. You must identify all the 
material that is not your own — no matter what you are writing, where 
it comes from or what it is. If you copy any text, diagrams, 
photographs, art, music or web pages without acknowledging their 
source, then you are infringing copyright law, and could be 
prosecuted. 

Copyright stays with the originator during his or her lifetime, and 
with the heirs to their estate for 70 years after their death. 


WRITING CREATIVELY 


INTRODUCTION 


In this chapter we are going to concentrate on creative writing. 

We will explain the characteristics of the two main types of prose 
fiction — short stories and novels — and will illustrate these with 
examples. 

We will then examine the techniques that fiction writers use. This 
will help you to apply these techniques to your own compositions. 

This chapter also examines the characteristics of some of the 
different non-fiction categories, including biographies, travel and 
cookery writing. 

We will finally look at composition techniques for non-fiction 
writing. 


FICTION 


Fiction, or prose fiction as it is sometimes called, tends to fall into 
two different categories — short stories and novels. Fiction means 
that the story is imaginary or made up — although many writers base 
their stories on something that has happened. Prose means that the 
story is written in sentences, paragraphs and chapters. It's not a play 
or a poem. 


Short stories 
Sometimes people think that a short story is a small novel. It's not. A 
short story is usually structured around a main conflict that happens 
near the beginning of the story, and sets the story in motion. We see 
the main character at this crucial point in their lives, where they have 
to deal with and resolve the events caused by this conflict. 

There are lots of different types of short story, and no definite 
rules, but there are certain characteristics that all short stories have 
in common. A short story: 


* tends to be less complex than a novel 

* should be brief enough to read in a single sitting 
* has a single plot 

* has a single setting 

* has a limited number of characters 

* covers a short, or limited, period of time 


A short story also tends to have the following plot outline: 


* There is an impactful, atmospheric opening. 
* The main character(s) are introduced. 


* The setting (time, place and relationships in the main character's 
life) is introduced. 

* The problem/conflict the main character is facing is introduced and 
developed. 

* The problem/conflict develops to a climax. 

* This climax has a major effect on the character — for example, they 
acknowledge or come to understand something crucial, make a 
decision or take a course of action. 

* There is a resolution — for example, the character deals in some 
way with the problem or conflict and there is a natural ending to the 
story. 


Let's use a short story to illustrate these points. Its called The 
Open Window and it was written by H H Munro, otherwise known as 
Saki. Munro (1870-1916) was famous for writing short stories, and 
The Open Window, from Beasts and Superbeasts is one of his most 
popular. It is a story set within a story, and the open window of the 
tile comes to symbolise how it can sometimes be difficult to 
distinguish between reality — or what we imagine to be reality — and 
appearances. 


Impactful opening 
Here's an example of an impactful, atmospheric opening, where we 
are thrown straight into an interesting and intriguing social scene: 


'My aunt will be down presently, Mr Nuttel,' said a very self- 
possessed young lady of fifteen; 'in the meantime you must 
try and put up with me.’ 


The reader is immediately intrigued — who is Mr Nuttel, who is the 


self-possessed fifteen-year-old young lady, who is her aunt and what 
is the social context? 


Introduction of main character(s) 


Our curiosity is whetted even more when we are introduced, in 
Saki’s inimitable humorous way, to the main character, the rather 
socially phobic Framton Nuttel: 


Framton Nuttel endeavoured to say the correct something 
which should duly flatter the niece of the moment without 
unduly discounting the aunt that was to come. Privately he 
doubted more than ever whether these formal visits on a 
succession of total strangers would do much towards helping 
the nerve cure which he was supposed to be undergoing. 


Introduction of setting 
Saki introduces and develops the setting over the next few 
paragraphs. 


| know how it will be,’ his sister had said when he was 
preparing to migrate to this rural retreat; 'you will bury 
yourself down there and not speak to a living soul, and your 
nerves will be worse than ever from moping. | shall just give 
you letters of introduction to all the people | know there. 
Some of them, as far as | can remember, were quite nice.' 

Framton wondered whether Mrs Sappleton, the lady to 
whom he was presenting one of the letters of introduction, 
came into the nice division. 

'Do you know many of the people round here?' asked the 
niece, when she judged that they had had sufficient silent 
communion. 

'Hardly a soul,' said Framton. 'My sister was staying here, 
at the rectory, you know, some four years ago, and she gave 
me letters of introduction to some of the people here.’ 

He made the last statement in a tone of distinct regret. 

"Then you know practically nothing about my aunt?' 
pursued the self-possessed young lady. 

'Only her name and address,' admitted the caller. He was 
wondering whether Mrs Sappleton was in the married or 


widowed state. An undefinable something about the room 
seemed to suggest masculine habitation. 


Problem/conflict introduced and developed 
And then, devastatingly, the writer introduces and develops 
conflict. 


m 


he 


‘Her great tragedy happened just three years ago,’ said the 
child; that would be since your sister's time.’ 

'Her tragedy? asked Framton; somehow in this restful 
country spot tragedies seemed out of place. 

‘You may wonder why we keep that window wide open on 
an October afternoon, said the niece, indicating a large 
French window that opened onto a lawn. 

‘It is quite warm for the time of the year,’ said Framton; ‘but 
has that window got anything to do with the tragedy?’ 

‘Out through that window, three years ago to a day, her 
husband and her two young brothers went off for their day’s 
shooting. They never came back. In crossing the moor to 
their favourite snipe-shooting ground they were all three 
engulfed in a treacherous piece of bog. It had been that 
dreadful wet summer, you know, and places that were safe in 
other years gave way suddenly without warning. Their 
bodies were never recovered. That was the dreadful part of 
it.’ 

Here the child’s voice lost its self-possessed note and 
became falteringly human. ‘Poor aunt always thinks that they 
will come back someday, they and the little brown spaniel 
that was lost with them, and walk in at that window just as 
they used to do. That is why the window is kept open every 
evening till it is quite dusk. Poor dear aunt, she has often told 
me how they went out, her husband with his white 
waterproof coat over his arm, and Ronnie, her youngest 
brother, singing “Bertie, why do you bound?” as he always 
did to tease her, because she said it got on her nerves. Do 
you know, sometimes on still, quiet evenings like this, | 


almost get a creepy feeling that they will all walk in through 
that window — ' 


Problem/conflict develops to a climax 

Its obvious that Nuttel believes this story, because when he meets 
Mrs Sappleton (the aunt) and she tells him that her husband and 
brothers will be home soon from snipe shooting, his reaction shows 
that he thinks she is insane: 


She rattled on cheerfully about the shooting and the scarcity 
of birds, and the prospects for duck in the winter. To Framton 
it was all purely horrible. He made a desperate but only 
partially successful effort to turn the talk onto a less ghastly 
topic, conscious that his hostess was giving him only a 
fragment of her attention and her eyes were constantly 
straying past him to the open window and the lawn beyond. 
It was certainly an unfortunate coincidence that he should 
have paid his visit on this tragic anniversary. 

‘The doctors agree in ordering me complete rest, an 
absence of mental excitement, and avoidance of anything in 
the nature of violent exercise, announced Framton, who 
laboured under the tolerably widespread delusion that total 
strangers and chance acquaintances are hungry for the least 
detail of one's ailments and infirmities, their cause and cure. 


So Saki leads us brilliantly to the climax. 

At this point, we believe like Nuttel that Mrs Sappleton is insane — 
her husband and brothers are dead and won't walk through the 
open window. So the next following three paragraphs have a 
powerful impact: 


‘Here they are at last! she cried. ‘Just in time for tea, and 

don't they look as if they were muddy up to the eyes!’ 
Framton shivered slightly and turned towards the niece 

with a look intended to convey sympathetic comprehension. 


The child was starting out through the open window with a 
dazed horror in her eyes. 

In a chill shock of nameless fear Framton swung round in 
his seat and looked in the same direction. 

In the deepening twilight three figures were walking across 
the lawn towards the window; they all carried guns under 
their arms, and one of them was additionally burdened with a 
white coat hung over his shoulders. A tired brown spaniel 
kept close at their heels. Noiselessly they neared the house, 
and then a hoarse young voice chanted out of the dusk: ‘I 
said, Bertie, why do you bound?’ 


Effect of this climax on the character 
The effect on Framton Nuttel is immediate — he is scared out of his 
wits because as far as he is concerned he is seeing ghosts: 


Framton grabbed wildly at his stick and hat; the hall door, the 
gravel drive, and the front gate were dimly noted stages in 
his headlong retreat. A cyclist coming along the road had to 
run into the hedge to avoid imminent collision. 


Resolution 

The resolution is clever and unexpected, and takes the reader 
completely by surprise. The narrative is in the third person 
throughout, which means that the narrator portrays everybody’s point 
of view, though as the story unfolds it’s mostly Framton’s thoughts 
and feelings we're given access to. Saki is really clever, because 
until Mr Nuttel runs out of the house and out of the story, we share 
his point of view, and we believe the story. But after he has run off, 
we stay in the house and find out that the open window was in fact 
the focus of a practical joke — a symbol of deception rather than a 
symbol of grief and unhappiness. 


Now we're in on the prank that Vera played on Nuttel, and she 
has played it on us too. The clues are scattered throughout that Vera 
has noticed Framton's nervous streak. It's only at this point that we 


realise that she was having some rather cruel fun with that failing. 
And it doesn't end there: 


‘Who was that who bolted out as we came up?’ 

‘A most extraordinary man, a Mr Nuttel, said Mrs 
Sappleton; ‘could only talk about his illnesses, and dashed 
off without a word of goodbye or apology when you arrived. 
One would think he had seen a ghost.’ 

‘| expect it was the spaniel,’ said the niece calmly; ‘he told 
me he had a horror of dogs. He was once hunted into a 
cemetery somewhere on the banks of the Ganges by a pack 
of pariah dogs, and had to spend the night in a newly dug 
grave with the creatures snarling and grinning and foaming 
just above him. Enough to make anyone lose their nerve.’ 

Romance at short notice was her speciality. 


Did you realise all the time that Nuttel was being deceived, and 
that he was having a practical joke played on him? Or were you, too, 
taken in by the story? Did you distinguish between appearances and 
reality? Did your view of the open window change at the end of the 
story? 

‘Romance at short notice was her speciality’ — a euphemism for 
‘she was a compulsive liar’. When it comes to creative writing, 
avoidance of ‘plain English’ can be an effective humorous effect. 


Framton grabbed wildly at his stick and hat; the hall door, the 
gravel drive, and the front gate were dimly noted stages in 
his headlong retreat. 


This is a far more creative and humorous way of saying ‘he ran 
away as fast as he could’, and yet over-description is avoided. The 
image of him flailing up the drive is effectively represented in a short, 
succinct and funny way. 

You can read the whole of this clever short story and some more 
classic works from Saki in the book Beasts and Super-Beasts, at: 

www.gutenberg.org/ebooks/269 


Novels 

A novel is an extended piece of fiction, usually with a number of 
different characters, a central plot that builds up to a climax and at 
least one sub-plot. There are many different types or genres of 
fiction. Here are just a few: 


* mystery 

* romance 

* historical 

e thriller 

* science fiction 


Although there are lots of different types of novels, there are certain 
elements that all novels have. These are as follows: 


* Setting. The novel is always set in a certain time or place. 

* Plot. This is the story that the novel is telling. 

* Narrator/voice. This is the voice that's telling the story — it can be a 
first person narrator or third person narrator. 

* Dialogue. This is the conversation that the characters have. 

* Characters. These are the people in the story. 

* Theme. This is the idea or message that runs throughout the story. 
Sometimes there can be more than one theme. 


WRITING YOUR OWN FICTION COMPOSITION 


We're now going to look at how you can apply these elements to 
your own compositions — whether you are writing a short story, a 
novella or a novel. 

We are going to use a very famous novel to illustrate these 
characteristics. Pride and Prejudice was written by Jane Austen and 
published in 1813. It is one of the most popular novels ever written, 
and it has been adapted for film and TV. If you are studying English 
composition, it's a book you should read. 

Jane Austen was born in 1775, and she wrote with insight, 
intelligence and wit about the social etiquette (the customs or rules 
controlling social and moral behaviour) of the upper classes of the 
period she lived in. Her main themes were how the upper classes 
interacted with each other, how they viewed love and the importance 
of marriage to a woman at that time. If you were angry in 19th- 
century English polite society, you couldn't show your feelings and 
shout. You had to be dignified at all times. If you were a woman and 
your parents couldn't provide for you and you didn't marry, you would 
either fall into dire poverty or have to become a dependent of 
another relative. Getting married — or getting daughters married — 
was therefore a big concern. Pride and Prejudice is set in this time, 
and deals with many of these themes, as well as how pride and 
prejudice can stop people from seeing things as they really are. 


Setting 
The setting is where the novel takes place. It can: 


* create the atmosphere for your novel, and help your reader to 
imagine the scenes 

* give information about a character — for example, if your character 
is a bit forgetful, you could show them rushing around the house 


looking for keys 

* provide opportunities for a plot — for example, if your setting is in a 
major city and a meteor suddenly hits the Earth, then that's going 
to be interesting! 


Jane Austen does all this brilliantly in her first chapter. We find 
out about Mr and Mrs Bennet and their five daughters, Mrs Bennet's 
obsession with getting her daughters married, and the sort of 
marriage that the couple themselves have. Austen also sows the 
seeds of the plot, and tells us about contemporary social etiquette — 
or how you had to go about getting introduced to eligible young men. 


It is a truth universally acknowledged, that a single man in 
possession of a good fortune, must be in want of a wife. 

However little known the feelings or views of such a man 
may be on his first entering a neighbourhood, this truth is so 
well fixed in the minds of the surrounding families, that he is 
considered the rightful property of some one or other of their 
daughters. 

‘My dear Mr. Bennet,’ said his lady to him one day, ‘have 
you heard that Netherfield Park is let at last?' 

Mr. Bennet replied that he had not. 

‘But it is,’ returned she; ‘for Mrs. Long has just been here, 
and she told me all about it.' 

Mr. Bennet made no answer. 

'Do you not want to know who has taken it?' cried his wife 
impatiently. 

‘You want to tell me, and | have no objection to hearing it.’ 

This was invitation enough. 

Why, my dear, you must know, Mrs. Long says that 
Netherfield is taken by a young man of large fortune from the 
north of England; that he came down on Monday in a chaise 
and four to see the place, and was so much delighted with it, 
that he agreed with Mr. Morris immediately; that he is to take 
possession before Michaelmas, and some of his servants 
are to be in the house by the end of next week.’ 


‘What is his name?’ 

‘Bingley.’ 

‘Is he married or single?’ 

‘Oh! Single, my dear, to be sure! A single man of large 
fortune; four or five thousand a year. What a fine thing for our 
girls!’ 

‘How so? How can it affect them?’ 

‘My dear Mr. Bennet,’ replied his wife, ‘how can you be so 
tiresome! You must know that | am thinking of his marrying 
one of them.’ 

‘Is that his design in settling here?’ 

‘Design! Nonsense, how can you talk so! But it is very 
likely that he may fall in love with one of them, and therefore 
you must visit him as soon as he comes.’ 

‘| see no occasion for that. You and the girls may go, or 
you may send them by themselves, which perhaps will be 
still better, for as you are as handsome as any of them, Mr. 
Bingley may like you the best of the party.' 

‘My dear, you flatter me. | certainly have had my share of 
beauty, but | do not pretend to be anything extraordinary 
now. When a woman has five grown-up daughters, she 
ought to give over thinking of her own beauty.’ 

'In such cases, a woman has not often much beauty to 
think of.' 

'But, my dear, you must indeed go and see Mr. Bingley 
when he comes into the neighbourhood.’ 

‘It is more than | engage for, | assure you.’ 

‘But consider your daughters. Only think what an 
establishment it would be for one of them. Sir William and 
Lady Lucas are determined to go, merely on that account, for 
in general, you know, they visit no newcomers. Indeed you 
must go, for it will be impossible for us to visit him if you do 
not.’ 

‘You are over-scrupulous, surely. | dare say Mr. Bingley will 
be very glad to see you; and | will send a few lines by you to 
assure him of my hearty consent to his marrying whichever 


he chooses of the girls; though | must throw in a good word 
for my little Lizzy.' 

| desire you will do no such thing. Lizzy is not a bit better 
than the others; and | am sure she is not half so handsome 
as Jane, nor half so good-humoured as Lydia. But you are 
always giving her the preference.’ 

‘They have none of them much to recommend them,’ 
replied he; ‘they are all silly and ignorant like other girls; but 
Lizzy has something more of quickness than her sisters.’ 

‘Mr. Bennet, how can you abuse your own children in such 
a way? You take delight in vexing me. You have no 
compassion for my poor nerves.’ 

‘You mistake me, my dear. | have a high respect for your 
nerves. They are my old friends. | have heard you mention 
them with consideration these last twenty years at least.’ 

‘Ah, you do not know what | suffer.’ 

‘But | hope you will get over it, and live to see many young 
men of four thousand a year come into the neighbourhood.’ 

‘It will be no use to us, if twenty such should come, since 
you will not visit them.’ 

‘Depend upon it, my dear, that when there are twenty, | will 
visit them all.’ 

Mr. Bennet was so odd a mixture of quick parts, sarcastic 
humour, reserve, and caprice, that the experience of three- 
and-twenty years had been insufficient to make his wife 
understand his character. Her mind was less difficult to 
develop. She was a woman of mean understanding, little 
information, and uncertain temper. When she was 
discontented, she fancied herself nervous. The business of 
her life was to get her daughters married; its solace was 
visiting and news. 


Plot 
Most novels tend to have the following plot outline or variations of 
this: 


* Exposition. This is the early part of the novel, where we find out 
about the setting, characters and what the story is about. 

* Conflict. This is usually introduced quite early on, and can be a 
conflict between two people, between people and nature or an 
internal conflict that somebody is having. 

* Rising action. This is the stage of the novel where the conflict 
increases and the reader's sense of excitement, tension or interest 
increases accordingly. 

* Climax. This marks the high point of the conflict, and usually 
means a turning point — either good or bad - for the main 
characters. 

* Falling action. This follows the climax, when the reader's sense of 
excitement, tension or interest declines. This usually happens 
towards the end of the novel. 

* Resolution. The character(s) deal with the conflict, and there is a 
natural ending to the story. This could be either good or bad. 


Let's illustrate this by looking at the plot of Pride and Prejudice. 


Exposition 

We have already found out from the first chapter that Charles 
Bingley, a wealthy young gentleman has rented the manor of 
Netherfield Park. The Bennet household and the rest of the village of 
Longbourn are very excited about this news. 

Mr and Mrs Bennet have five daughters called Jane, Elizabeth, 
Mary, Kitty and Lydia, and Mrs Bennet's main aim in life is to get 
them married to rich and respectable men. Mr Bennet pays a social 
visit to Mr Bingley, and the family attend a ball where Mr Bingley and 
his friend Mr Darcy are present. 


Conflict 

The conflict is introduced at the ball. Mr Bingley makes a good 
impression and is friendly with everybody, but his friend, Mr Darcy, 
appears to be haughty and unsociable, and — worst of all — he 


refuses to dance with Lizzy Bennet, which makes everybody think he 
is arrogant and rude: 


‘Come, Darcy,’ said he, ‘I must have you dance. | hate to see 
you standing about by yourself in this stupid manner. You 
had much better dance.’ 

| certainly shall not. You know how | detest it, unless | am 
particularly acquainted with my partner. At such an assembly 
as this it would be insupportable. Your sisters are engaged, 
and there is not another woman in the room whom it would 
not be a punishment to me to stand up with.’ 

‘I would not be so fastidious as you are,’ cried Mr. Bingley, 
‘for a kingdom! Upon my honour, | never met with so many 
pleasant girls in my life as | have this evening; and there are 
several of them you see uncommonly pretty.’ 

‘You are dancing with the only handsome girl in the room,’ 
said Mr. Darcy, looking at the eldest Miss Bennet. 

‘Oh! She is the most beautiful creature | ever beheld! But 
there is one of her sisters sitting down just behind you, who 
is very pretty, and | dare say very agreeable. Do let me ask 
my partner to introduce you.’ 

"Which do you mean?' and turning round he looked for a 
moment at Elizabeth, till catching her eye, he withdrew his 
own and coldly said: 

‘She is tolerable, but not handsome enough to tempt me; | 
am in no humour at present to give consequence to young 
ladies who are slighted by other men. You had better return 
to your partner and enjoy her smiles, for you are wasting 
your time with me.’ 

Mr. Bingley followed his advice. Mr. Darcy walked off, and 
Elizabeth remained with no very cordial feelings toward him. 
She told the story, however, with great spirit among her 
friends; for she had a lively, playful disposition, which 
delighted in anything ridiculous. 


Rising action 


Jane and Bingley's relationship develops during a number of social 
events, and Jane is invited to visit Netherfield Park. She gets soaked 
on the way there and catches a cold. Elizabeth walks over to 
Netherfield to make sure her sister is well, and arrives looking mud- 
spattered and windswept. Mr Bingley's sister makes sarcastic 
remarks about her, and tries to get Darcy to agree with her. However, 
Elizabeth and Darcy have been thrown together at a number of 
social functions since the ball, and he has become increasingly 
attracted to her. 


Occupied in observing Mr. Bingley's attentions to her sister, 
Elizabeth was far from suspecting that she was herself 
becoming an object of some interest in the eyes of his friend. 
Mr. Darcy had at first scarcely allowed her to be pretty; he 
had looked at her without admiration at the ball; and when 
they next met, he looked at her only to criticise. But no 
sooner had he made it clear to himself and his friends that 
she hardly had a good feature in her face, than he began to 
find it was rendered uncommonly intelligent by the beautiful 
expression of her dark eyes. To this discovery succeeded 
some others equally mortifying. Though he had detected with 
a critical eye more than one failure of perfect symmetry in 
her form, he was forced to acknowledge her figure to be light 
and pleasing; and in spite of his asserting that her manners 
were not those of the fashionable world, he was caught by 
their easy playfulness. Of this she was perfectly unaware; to 
her he was only the man who made himself agreeable 
nowhere, and who had not thought her handsome enough to 
dance with. 


Mr Bingley's sisters, however, think that Jane and Elizabeth are 
beneath them socially, and don't try to hide their scorn: 


‘| have an excessive regard for Miss Jane Bennet, she is 
really a very sweet girl, and | wish with all my heart she were 
well settled. But with such a father and mother, and such low 
connections, | am afraid there is no chance of it.’ 


‘| think | have heard you say that their uncle is an attorney 
in Meryton.' 

‘Yes; and they have another, who lives somewhere near 
Cheapside.' 

‘That is capital, added her sister, and they both laughed 
heartily. 

‘If they had uncles enough to fill all Cheapside,’ cried 
Bingley, ‘it would not make them one jot less agreeable.’ 

'But it must very materially lessen their chance of marrying 
men of any consideration in the world,' replied Darcy. 


To this speech Bingley made no answer; but his sisters gave it 
their hearty assent, and indulged their mirth for some time at the 
expense of their dear friend's vulgar relations. 

Jane and Elizabeth return home to find that Mr Collins is visiting. 
Mr Collins is a clergyman who will inherit Mr Bennet's property when 
he dies, because the girls can't inherit the property and he is the 
nearest male heir. Mr Collins is pompous and arrogant. He proposes 
to Elizabeth, who refuses him. He is very offended. Meanwhile, 
some militia officers have been stationed near Longbourn, and are 
introduced to the Bennet girls. One of them, Wickham, is a 
handsome soldier whom Elizabeth finds attractive. He tells her that 
Darcy has cheated him out of his inheritance. Because of how Darcy 
treated her, Elizabeth is ready to believe him. 

At the beginning of winter, there are two unexpected events: the 
Bingleys and Darcy suddenly leave Netherfield for London, leaving 
Jane upset and disappointed, and Mr Collins announces that he has 
become engaged to Charlotte Lucas, Elizabeth's best friend, and the 
poor daughter of a local knight. Elizabeth is shocked at this, but 
Charlotte explains that her parents can't support her, and she needs 
to get married for financial reasons. Elizabeth promises to visit them. 
Jane, meanwhile, visits London, hoping that she might see Bingley. 
While she is there, Miss Bingley visits her and is rude to her, and 
Bingley doesn't visit at all. 

This is the worst point of Elizabeth and Jane's fortunes. However, 
the tension and excitement build up again when Elizabeth visits 
Charlotte and Mr Collins. They live near Lady Catherine de Bourgh, 


who is Darcy's aunt. Elizabeth and Darcy are thrown together 
socially several times, and we are aware of Darcy’s increasing 
attraction to Elizabeth. However, Colonel Fitzwilliam, Darcy's friend 
and cousin who is also visiting Lady Catherine, unwittingly tells 
Elizabeth that it was Darcy who persuaded Bingley not to marry 
Jane. Elizabeth is devastated. 


Climax 

When the climax comes, it is unexpected and very dramatic. Darcy 
visits Elizabeth at the Collins home and completely shocks her by 
telling her that he loves her (despite the fact that he has fought 
against it): 


‘In vain | have struggled. It will not do. My feelings will not be 
repressed. You must allow me to tell you how ardently | 
admire and love you.’ 

Elizabeth’s astonishment was beyond expression. She 
stared, coloured, doubted, and was silent. This he 
considered sufficient encouragement; and the avowal of all 
that he felt, and had long felt for her, immediately followed. 
He spoke well; but there were feelings besides those of the 
heart to be detailed; and he was not more eloquent on the 
subject of tenderness than of pride. His sense of her 
inferiority — of its being a degradation — of the family 
obstacles which had always opposed to inclination, were 
dwelt on with a warmth which seemed due to the 
consequence he was wounding, but was very unlikely to 
recommend his suit. 


Elizabeth tells Darcy that he is arrogant and accuses him of 
persuading Bingley not to marry Jane, and of disinheriting Wickham. 
She refuses him: 


‘From the very beginning — from the first moment, | may 
almost say — of my acquaintance with you, your manners, 
impressing me with the fullest belief of your arrogance, your 


conceit, and your selfish disdain of the feelings of others, 
were such as to form the groundwork of disapprobation on 
which succeeding events have built so immovable a dislike; 
and | had not known you a month before | felt that you were 
the last man in the world whom | could ever be prevailed on 
to marry.’ 


He replies, very formally: 


‘You. have said quite enough, madam. | perfectly 
comprehend your feelings, and have now only to be 
ashamed of what my own have been. Forgive me for having 
taken up so much of your time, and accept my best wishes 
for your health and happiness.’ 


This is a great example of verbal sword-play with manners. 

Darcy leaves but returns with a letter, and it is this that is the 
climax of the conflict, and the turning point for Elizabeth. In the letter 
Darcy admits that he persuaded Bingley to distance himself from 
Jane, but this was because he didn’t think that Jane cared much for 
his friend. He also says that the reason he fell out with Wickham was 
because Wickham tried to elope with his young sister, Georgiana, to 
inherit her money. 

The letter makes Elizabeth see Darcy in a different light — she 
starts to lose her prejudice against him. 


Falling action 

This process continues when she returns home. The militia (with 
Wickham) is leaving town, and Lydia persuades her father to give 
her permission to stay with an old colonel in Brighton, where 
Wickham's regiment is to be stationed. Elizabeth begs him to refuse 
Lydia permission, but he gives in. 

Elizabeth then goes on a trip to Derbyshire with her aunt and 
uncle, the Gardiners. They visit Pemberley, Darcy's estate, believing 
that Darcy is away. Darcy’s servants obviously love him, and say that 
he is a wonderful master. Darcy arrives unexpectedly, but behaves 


warmly and kindly to Elizabeth and the Gardiners, and invites them 
to be his guests. They meet his sister, Georgiana. Elizabeth realises 
that her feelings towards him are changing: 


As for Elizabeth, her thoughts were at Pemberley this 
evening more than the last; and the evening, though as it 
passed it seemed long, was not long enough to determine 
her feelings towards one in that mansion; and she lay awake 
two whole hours endeavouring to make them out. She 
certainly did not hate him. No; hatred had vanished long ago, 
and she had almost as long been ashamed of ever feeling a 
dislike against him, that could be so called. The respect 
created by the conviction of his valuable qualities, though at 
first unwillingly admitted, had for some time ceased to be 
repugnant to her feeling; and it was now heightened into 
somewhat of a friendlier nature, by the testimony so highly in 
his favour, and bringing forward his disposition in so amiable 
a light, which yesterday had produced. But above all, above 
respect and esteem, there was a motive within her of 
goodwill which could not be overlooked. 

It was gratitude; gratitude, not merely for having once 
loved her, but for loving her still well enough to forgive all the 
petulance and acrimony of her manner in rejecting him, and 
all the unjust accusations accompanying her rejection. He 
who, she had been persuaded, would avoid her as his 
greatest enemy, seemed, on this accidental meeting, most 
eager to preserve the acquaintance, and without any 
indelicate display of regard, or any peculiarity of manner, 
where their two selves only were concerned, was soliciting 
the good opinion of her friends, and bent on making her 
known to his sister. Such a change in a man of so much 
pride exciting not only astonishment but gratitude — for to 
love, ardent love, it must be attributed; and as such its 
impression on her was of a sort to be encouraged, as by no 
means unpleasing, though it could not be exactly defined. 
She respected, she esteemed, she was grateful to him, she 
felt a real interest in his welfare; and she only wanted to 


know how far she wished that welfare to depend upon 
herself, and how far it would be for the happiness of both 
that she should employ the power, which her fancy told her 
she still possessed, of bringing on her the renewal of his 
addresses. 


But then comes a bombshell — Elizabeth receives a letter from 
Jane saying that Lydia has run off with Wickham, and that nobody 
can find them. If they are living together and aren't married, the 
whole family will be disgraced. Elizabeth goes home, and a letter 
eventually comes from Mr Gardiner saying that the couple have 
been found, and that Wickham has agreed to marry Lydia in 
exchange for an annual income. Lydia and Wickham return briefly to 
Longbourn as a married couple, and Lydia lets it slip that Darcy paid 
Wickham off and saved the family's reputation. 


Resolution 

By this point, we are desperate for a happy-ever-after resolution — 
especially after all those trials and tribulations. And this is exactly 
what Jane Austen signposts in the falling action and delivers to us in 
the resolution. It all works out beautifully in the end. Bingley returns 
to Netherfield and proposes to Jane. That same night Lady 
Catherine visits Elizabeth and says she has heard that Darcy is 
planning to marry her. She tries to bully Elizabeth into promising that 
she won't marry him because she is so far beneath him on the social 
scale, but Elizabeth refuses. As she says: 


‘Lam only resolved to act in that manner, which will, in my 
own opinion, constitute my happiness, without reference to 
you, or to any person so wholly unconnected with me.’ 


Darcy obviously hears about this exchange and it makes him 
think that Elizabeth’s feelings towards him could have changed. 
Several days later, he visits the Bennets with Bingley and goes for a 
walk with Elizabeth. During the walk, he proposes and tells her that 
he knew she would have told his aunt if she definitely didn't want to 
marry him: 


‘It taught me to hope,’ said he, ‘as | had scarcely ever 
allowed myself to hope before. | knew enough of your 
disposition to be certain that, had you been absolutely, 
irrevocably decided against me, you would have 
acknowledged it to Lady Catherine, frankly and openly.’ 


So there was a double wedding with Jane, Bingley, Elizabeth and 
Darcy, and they all lived happily ever after. 


Narrator/voice 
The narrator is the voice that is telling the story. It can either be in 
the first person, where someone is talking to the reader directly — for 
example, ‘I did this’ and ‘I said’ — or in the third person, where ‘he’, 
‘she’ or ‘they’ tell the story, and it’s up to the reader to form a view of 
the characters. 

The narrator or voice in Pride and Prejudice is in the third person 
omniscient — this means that the narrator knows and describes the 
thoughts and feelings of all the people in the story. But the narrator 
tells the story through Elizabeth’s eyes and from her point of view. 
She is in every chapter and in the pivotal Chapter 36 (the climax of 
the book after she has read Darcy’s letter) the narrator tells us about 
the emotional transformation she goes through as a result. The 
narrator tells us what people say and do, how they behave and what 
they think through the use of dialogue. Sometimes the narrator is 
very judgemental, but very funny. Here’s an example: 


Mr. Collins was not a sensible man, and the deficiency of 
nature had been but little assisted by education or society; 
the greatest part of his life having been spent under the 
guidance of an illiterate and miserly father; and though he 
belonged to one of the universities, he had merely kept the 
necessary terms, without forming at it any useful 
acquaintance. The subjection in which his father had brought 
him up had given him originally great humility of manner; but 
it was now a good deal counteracted by the self-conceit of a 
weak head, living in retirement, and the consequential 


feelings of early and unexpected prosperity. A fortunate 
chance had recommended him to Lady Catherine de Bourgh 
when the living of Hunsford was vacant; and the respect 
which he felt for her high rank, and his veneration for her as 
his patroness, mingling with a very good opinion of himself, 
of his authority as a clergyman, and his right as a rector, 
made him altogether a mixture of pride and obsequiousness, 
self-importance and humility. 


Dialogue 

The dialogue is the conversations that the characters have. The 
dialogue spoken in Pride and Prejudice is extremely witty and well- 
observed, and it is the main way that Jane Austen tells us about her 
characters. For example, Mrs Bennet and Lydia, her favourite, come 
across as being silly, shallow women. Lydia has nearly plunged the 
family into complete disgrace, but she has absolutely no remorse or 
insight into what she has done — and neither does her mother. Her 
main concern is that she got married first before her sisters, and she 
boasts about being able to find husbands for them: 


'Well, mamma,' said she, when they were all returned to 
the breakfast room, 'and what do you think of my husband? 
Is not he a charming man? | am sure my sisters must all 
envy me. | only hope they may have half my good luck. 
They must all go to Brighton. That is the place to get 
husbands. What a pity it is, mamma, we did not all go.’ 

‘Very true; and if | had my will, we should. But my dear 
Lydia, | don't at all like your going such a way off. Must it be 
so?’ 


‘Oh, lord! yes;—there is nothing in that. | shall like it of 
all things. You and papa, and my sisters, must come down 
and see us. We shall be at Newcastle all the winter, and | 
dare say there will be some balls, and | will take care to get 
good partners for them all.' 

‘| should like it beyond anything!’ said her mother. 

‘And then when you go away, you may leave one or 
two of my sisters behind you; and | dare say | shall get 
husbands for them before the winter is over.’ 


Characters 

Characters are the imaginary people that you write about in your 
book or composition. If your characters aren't interesting and 
realistic, they won't work. They also need to be contrasting to 
provide drama and conflict in the plot. 

For example, the characters in Pride and Prejudice range from 
stupid and shallow, to witty and intelligent, to deceitful. They are 
complicated and fascinating and hook the reader into the story. Let's 
look at the main characters in the novel, and what they are like. 


Elizabeth 

Elizabeth is the heroine of the novel. She is her father's favourite, 
and is witty, intelligent and attractive, with a ‘fine pair of eyes’. She 
stands up for herself against Lady Catherine, although Catherine is 
far above her in social standing. She is loyal and loving. She walks 
three miles to take care of her sister. However, she allows herself to 


be prejudiced against Darcy, and this prevents her from seeing 
through Wickham. 


Darcy 

Darcy is the hero of the novel. He is from a very old and reputable 
family. He is proud, and he can act in a superior and arrogant way, 
as if he is better than everybody else. This isn't always intentional — 
its because he is shy and reserved. He is very kind and generous to 
those he loves and cares about (family, friends and servants). He 
pays off Wickham. He becomes very attracted to Elizabeth, but has 
to fight his pride and prejudices to admit that and propose to her. 


Jane 

Jane is the oldest and most beautiful of the Bennet girls. She is a 
very good person, and can never see the bad in anybody. She and 
Elizabeth are very close and support each other. She can be quiet 
and reserved, and Darcy misinterprets this as lack of interest. 


Bingley 

Bingley's money comes from his father’s business - it isn't inherited 
like Darcy's. Bingley's personality is like Jane's — he is very easy 
going and charming. He isn't bothered about Jane's social standing, 
but he does allow Darcy to persuade him to leave her, so he doesn't 
seem to be very strong minded. 


Wickham 

Wickham is a smooth-talking liar, who spends the money Darcy 
gives him and then tries to get more by eloping with his sister, 
Georgiana. When that doesn't succeed, he elopes with Lydia 
Bennet, who is only sixteen. He is the opposite of Darcy, but 
Elizabeth is still duped by him because of her prejudice against 
Darcy. 


Mrs Bennet 

Mrs Bennet's only interest in life is getting her daughters married off. 
She doesn't really care about the true happiness of her daughters — 
only how things look — hence her reaction to Lydia's marriage to 
Wickham. She is shallow, lacking in sensitivity and acts 
inappropriately, to the embarrassment of her family — particularly 
Elizabeth and Jane. 


Mr Bennet 

Mr Bennet married the wrong person, and is now having to put up 
with it. He is intelligent, witty and loves reading, and goes to his 
library to get peace and quiet. He and Elizabeth get on very well. He 
wants a quiet life and isn't strict enough when he needs to be (for 
example, when he lets Lydia go to Brighton). He can make 
insensitive comments, but he loves his daughters and wants what is 
best for them. 


Mr Collins 


Mr Collins is a bit of a comic character. He is a clergyman, but 
doesn't act like one. He is pompous rather than humble, although he 
pretends to be. He doesn't appear to have genuine feelings, 
because he was able to propose to Jane, Elizabeth and then 
Charlotte in quick succession. His speech and manner are overly 
formal and verging on the ridiculous, and he is obsessed with Lady 
Catherine's favour. 


Lady Catherine de Bourgh 

Lady Catherine is at the top of the social ladder, and she knows it. 
She is a bit of a caricature of the worst characteristics of the upper 
classes. She's a bully who is rude and insensitive and expects 
people to do what she wants without question. She hates Elizabeth 
because she stands up to her. Unlike Darcy, Lady Catherine has no 
manners. 


Themes 
A theme is an idea that runs throughout the story. There can be 
more than one theme in a novel. Themes give a novel more depth — 
they make it about more than just a story — there are hidden 
meanings lying underneath. 

The themes in Pride and Prejudice include: 


* pride and prejudice (obviously) 
* love and marriage 

* reputation 

* class and social standing 


Pride 
Pride is having too high an opinion of your worth or importance. 
Prejudice is making judgements about other people without really 
knowing them or knowing the facts about them. There are examples 
of how pride and prejudice affect characters' behaviour and actions 
all through the novel. 

For example, Mr Darcy appears to be very proud of his social 
standing, and gives a bad impression to strangers: 


... but his friend Mr. Darcy soon drew the attention of the 
room by his fine, tall person, handsome features, noble 
mien, and the report which was in general circulation within 
five minutes after his entrance, of his having ten thousand 
a year. The gentlemen pronounced him to be a fine figure 
of a man, the ladies declared he was much handsomer 
than Mr. Bingley, and he was looked at with great 
admiration for about half the evening, till his manners gave 
a disgust which turned the tide of his popularity; for he was 
discovered to be proud; to be above his company, and 
above being pleased; and not all his large estate in 
Derbyshire could then save him from having a most 
forbidding, disagreeable countenance, and being unworthy 
to be compared with his friend. 


Lady Catherine on the other hand is deliberately proud — she is at 
the top of the social ladder, and she wants to make sure that 
everybody knows it. 


When the ladies returned to the drawing-room, there was 
little to be done but to hear Lady Catherine talk, which she 
did without any intermission till coffee came in, delivering 
her opinion on every subject in so decisive a manner, as 
proved that she was not used to have her judgement 
controverted. She inquired into Charlotte’s domestic 
concerns familiarly and minutely, gave her a great deal of 
advice as to the management of them all; told her how 
everything ought to be regulated in so small a family as 
hers, and instructed her as to the care of her cows and her 
poultry. Elizabeth found that nothing was beneath this great 
lady's attention, which could furnish her with an occasion of 
dictating to others. 


Prejudice 
Darcy forms a prejudice against the Bennets, without really knowing 
them. 

Elizabeth isn't normally prejudiced, but Darcy's refusal to dance 
with her offends her and hurts her pride. This leads her to develop a 
prejudice against him, and she makes everything about him from this 
point on fit this prejudice — thats why she is willing to believe 
Wickham. 

Mrs Bennet's prejudice against Darcy becomes downright open 
and embarrassing — although she seems to forget it right away when 
he proposes to Elizabeth. 


'Good gracious! Lord bless me! only think! dear me! Mr. 
Darcy! Who would have thought it! And is it really true? Oh! 
my sweetest Lizzy! how rich and how great you will be! 
What pin-money, what jewels, what carriages you will have! 
Jane's is nothing to it—nothing at all. | am so pleased—so 
happy. Such a charming man!—so handsome! so tall!—Oh, 
my dear Lizzy! pray apologise for my having disliked him 
so much before. | hope he will overlook it. Dear, dear Lizzy. 
A house in town! Every thing that is charming! Three 
daughters married! Ten thousand a year! Oh, Lord! What 
will become of me. | shall go distracted.’ 

This was enough to prove that her approbation need 
not be doubted: and Elizabeth, rejoicing that such an 
effusion was heard only by herself, soon went away. But 
before she had been three minutes in her own room, her 
mother followed her. 

‘My dearest child, she cried, ‘I can think of nothing 
else! Ten thousand a year, and very likely more! 'Tis as 
good as a Lord! And a special licence. You must and shall 
be married by a special licence. But my dearest love, tell 
me what dish Mr. Darcy is particularly fond of, that | may 
have it to-morrow.' 


Love and marriage 

The different types of love and marriage are another main theme of 
the book. For most women in the nineteenth century (unless they 
were very rich and financially independent), marriage was essential 
for their financial security and social standing. Charlotte Lucas is a 


good example of this — her parents are too poor to support her, so 
she has to jump at the first chance of a decent match. Otherwise, 
she will be left in poverty, or will have to rely on the charity of friends 
or relatives — not a good position to be in. She is willing to marry Mr 
Collins and put up with him for the financial security, social standing 
and reputation he will bring her: 


‘| see what you are feeling,’ replied Charlotte. “You must be 
surprised, very much surprised — so lately as Mr. Collins 
was wishing to marry you. But when you have had time to 
think it over, | hope you will be satisfied with what | have 
done. | am not romantic, you know; | never was. | ask only 
a comfortable home; and considering Mr. Collins’s 
character, connection, and situation in life, | am convinced 
that my chance of happiness with him is as fair as most 
people can boast on entering the marriage state.’ 


Mr Bennet married Mrs Bennet because she was beautiful — but 
regretted it very quickly afterwards because she is shallow and 
embarrassing and they have nothing in common. He now avoids her 
by spending a lot of time in the library. Elizabeth can see this 
relationship, and doesn't want it herself. 

Darcy and Elizabeth have it all — they have overcome obstacles, 
learned about themselves and each other and have a mutual love 
and respect for each other's qualities. 


Reputation 


Reputation in Jane Austen's time was everything. If a member of the 
family lost their reputation, the rest of the family was disgraced — and 
that meant being outcast from 'good society'. This is why Elizabeth is 
devastated when she hears about Lydia eloping with Wickham - if 
they aren't married, it will bring disgrace on all the family, and 
nobody will marry any of the girls because they will be tainted with it. 
Lydia seems blissfully ignorant of or insensitive to this. 


Class and social standing 
Again, social standing was key in Austen's day — who you were and 
where you were on the social ladder and what people thought of you 
were of great importance. Elizabeth isn't as concerned as other 
people about reputation — she is prepared to stand up to Lady 
Catherine and walk to Netherfield and get muddy because she 
doesn't care very much what people think. 

Mrs Bennet, on the other hand, is more concerned that Lydia has 
gotten a husband than she is about the fact that she has married a 
selfish, lazy liar. 


A good beginning and a good end 
Its important in any piece of fiction writing to have a good beginning 
and a good end. 

A good beginning will get the reader hooked, and a good ending 
should provide a resolution to the story. The reader should feel that 
this resolution was inevitable. 

The first chapter of Pride and Prejudice hooks the reader in 
immediately, and sets the tone for the whole novel with one of the 


most famous and witty lines in English literature: 


It is a truth universally acknowledged, that a single man in 
possession of a good fortune, must be in want of a wife. 


We know because of the various signposts in the climax and 
falling action that there is going to be a happy ending — although 
Austen throws in the news about Lydia and Wickham to create 
tension and worry us for a few pages. Everything is resolved as it 
should be in the ending, and we are left feeling that really, it couldn't 
have ended any other way. 


The writing process - fiction 

We have looked at all the different elements that you need to think 
about in fiction writing and have illustrated these with examples. Now 
we're going to look at the actual writing process that every writer 
goes through. Understanding this process should help you when you 
write your own compositions. This process doesn't have to be linear, 
where each stage is only done once. You can repeat different parts 
of the process and revise your work until you are happy with it. 

Here's an example of a process you could use: 


* What is the story you want to tell? What is your story about? Is it 
a real-life story or one that you have created yourself? Once you 
know this, you can work on the plot, characters, dialogue and 
setting. 

* Brainstorm your ideas. People can find it very stressful if they are 
faced with a blank piece of paper. Don't panic. Instead, write down 


all your ideas about the story/plot, your setting, characters and 

dialogue. What is the narrative voice — first person or third person? 

What sort of structure are you going to use? Are you going to tell 

the story from start to finish, or use flashbacks, or put it in the form 

of a diary? 

Plan and develop your structure. Write down notes under 
chapter headings — where does the story get to during each 
chapter? What is the conflict and when is it introduced? What is the 
climax in the story and when is it introduced? What is the 
resolution? How is your story going to end? Having the big picture 
of your story before you write it can make it easier to follow the plot 
and not get lost. Apparently JK Rowling, author of the Harry Potter 
books, wrote out the entire plot of all seven books during a long 
train journey. 

* Write the first draft. Don't worry too much at this stage about 
getting everything perfect — you can come back to it and edit it 
later. 

* Revise and edit your work. Read over your story objectively. 
Does the plot make sense? Does it flow? Does the dialogue sound 
realistic? Are the characters believable? Ask a 'critical friend' to 
read it over and give you their honest feedback. 

* Cut out anything you don't need. Editing also reveals repetition 
and unnecessary detail. 

* Write the final draft. 


If you don't have a complete story in mind, though, this doesn't 
mean you can't start writing. 

If you are having problems getting initial ideas, there are plenty of 
things you can do to spark inspiration. Don't let yourself be 
intimidated by an empty page: write ideas, character sketches and 
dialogue without worrying about where its going to go. Once you 


have a story in mind which catches your imagination you can then 
follow the kind of process above. 

Writing exercises and prompts can be useful for coming up with 
ideas or just as a warm-up exercise, to get you over initial hesitancy 
and into the right mind-frame to write. There are many books of 
these available, as well as websites, including blogs which post new 
prompts regularly and often allow you to post your own work in reply. 

Try some of the following sites: 


www.creativewritingprompts.com 
www.writersdigest.com/prompts 
storyaday.org/category/inspiration/writing-prompts/ 
andrewbosley.weebly.com/the-brainstormer.html 


You could also try a plot generator, which sets you a scenario to 
work from in your story, as here: 


www.archetypewriting.com/muse/generators/plot.html. 


First lines 

Starting any work of fiction can be intimidating: the pressure to get 
the ‘perfect’ first line can leave you staring at a blank page, unable to 
get to the story itself. A good way to deal with this, as well as to 
spark first ideas, is to write first lines for stories — as many as 
possible. You don't need to do anything further with these if you don't 
wish to, or have any idea of what the story itself would be about. If 
you feel inspired to continue on with a story you have started in this 
way, great. If not, writing lots of first lines will still help in getting over 
the stumbling block you may experience between having an idea 


and putting pen to paper — as well as teaching you to recognise a 
good first line. 

So what makes a good first line? Here are some famous 
examples to consider: 


And after all the weather was ideal. 
The Garden Party, Katherine Mansfield 


A green and yellow parrot, which hung in a cage outside 
the door, kept repeating over and over: 

‘Allez vous-en! Allez vous-en! Sapristi! Thats all right!’ 

The Awakening, Kate Chopin 


| first heard of Ántonia on what seemed to me an 
interminable journey across the great midland plain of 
North America. 

My Ántonia, Willa Cather 


While the present century was in its teens, and on one 
sunshiny morning in June, there drove up to the great iron 
gate of Miss Pinkerton's academy for young ladies, on 
Chiswick Mall, a large family coach, with two fat horses in 
blazing harness, driven by a fat coachman in a three- 
cornered hat and wig, at the rate of four miles an hour. 
Vanity Fair, William Makepeace Thackeray 


There was no hope for him this time: it was the third stroke. 


Dubliners, James Joyce 


1801. — | have just returned from a visit to my landlord — 
the solitary neighbour that | shall be troubled with. 
Wuthering Heights, Emily Bronté 


Happy families are all alike; every unhappy family is 
unhappy in its own way. 
Anna Karenina, Leo Tolstoy 


| had the story, bit by bit, from various people, and, as 
generally happens in such cases, each time it was a 
different story. 

Ethan Frome, Edith Wharton 


Mr. Sherlock Holmes, who was usually very late in the 
mornings, save upon those not infrequent occasions when 
he was up all night, was seated at the breakfast table. 

The Hound of the Baskervilles, Sir Arthur Conan Doyle 


These openings are all vastly different in what they tell us about 
the story to follow. Some establish the point of view of the story (first 
person or third person), or its form (diary entries in Bronté's case). 
Some establish setting. Some introduce the protagonist or a major 
character. (Conan Doyle even introduces some of his character and 
habits.) 


Wharton and Cather both introduce the idea of a narrator 
reminiscing, looking back on completed or past events. Tolstoy and 
Wharton both start with a generalisation or a universal truth. 
Thackeray gives us a more traditional sense of a narrator beginning 
to tell us a story, while Mansfield gives us the sense that we've 
barged in upon our narrator mid-thought. 

Joyce tells us very little about the story to follow, merely 
suggesting a sense of mood — of foreboding — while Thackeray 
throws in the metaphorical kitchen sink with the amount of 
information provided. (Thackeray here illustrates the fact that rules 
are made to be broken: for all that authors would usually be told not 
to bombard the reader with too much detail right at the beginning, 
here he does exactly the opposite, to great comic effect.) 

So what, if anything, do they have in common? They all, in their 
diverse ways, hook the reader into the story — grab our attention with 
a character, with a thought, with dialogue or an engaging image 
(both in the case of Chopin's talking parrot), with a vividly introduced 
setting or mood, or with the direct appeal of a first-person narrator. 
They all throw us right into things rather than losing our attention with 
introductory build-up before the story begins. Even Thackeray's 
sentence, with its more traditional format where the narrative voice is 
consciously introducing us to a story, puts us straight into the events 
of the novel, with the action of the coach drawing up on the morning 
described. This is beginning in medias res (in the middle of things) 
and is key to grabbing your reader's attention. 

Now try writing ten of your own opening sentences. 


Setting the scene 


This time, let's look at some examples of writers introducing setting: 


The studio was filled with the rich odour of roses, and when 
the light summer wind stirred amidst the trees of the 
garden, there came through the open door the heavy scent 
of the lilac, or the more delicate perfume of the pink- 
flowering thorn. 

The Picture of Dorian Gray, Oscar Wilde 


The particular Jelly-bean patch which produced the 
protagonist of this history lies somewhere between the two 
—a little city of forty thousand that has dozed sleepily for 
forty thousand years in southern Georgia, occasionally 
stirring in its slumbers and muttering something about a 
war that took place sometime, somewhere, and that 
everyone else has forgotten long ago. 

The Jelly-Bean, F Scott Fitzgerald 


Wuthering Heights is the name of Mr. Heathcliffs dwelling. 
‘Wuthering’ being a significant provincial adjective, 
descriptive of the atmospheric tumult to which its station is 
exposed in stormy weather. Pure, bracing ventilation they 
must have up there at all times, indeed: one may guess the 
power of the north wind blowing over the edge, by the 
excessive slant of a few stunted firs at the end of the 
house; and by a range of gaunt thorns all stretching their 
limbs one way, as if craving alms of the sun. Happily, the 


architect had foresight to build it strong: the narrow 
windows are deeply set in the wall, and the corners 
defended with large jutting stones. 

Wuthering Heights, Emily Bronté 


Take a mining townlet like Woodhouse, with a population of 
ten thousand people, and three generations behind it. This 
space of three generations argues a certain well- 
established society. The old 'County' has fled from the sight 
of so much disembowelled coal, to flourish on mineral 
rights in regions still idyllic. Remains one great and 
inaccessible magnate, the local coal owner: three 
generations old, and clambering on the bottom step of the 
‘County’, kicking off the mass below. Rule him out. 

The Lost Girl, DH Lawrence 


These examples again show the diverse options open to writers. 
Some introduce the physical setting, relying on the senses, while 
some introduce the personality or structure of the society described. 
All create a mood which informs how we picture the setting 
described (compare the sensual tranquillity of Wilde's studio to the 
aged backwardness of Fitzgerald's Jelly-bean patch; the barren 
desolation of Bronté's tortured landscape and precarious house to 
the anxious, unsettled society suggested in Lawrence's townlet). 

Use one (or all) of these four examples as your inspiration to 
introduce a setting of your own. Write a description of a setting 
dominated by a sense other than sight (as Wilde does) use 
personification (describing it as if it were a person) to introduce a 


setting's personality (as Fitzgerald does); use the eyes of a character 
who is a newcomer, seeing the place, as we are, for the first time (as 
Bronté does); or speak directly to your reader to create an unusual 
hook (as Lawrence does). 


Prompts 

Some of the books and websites mentioned above use prompts, 
rather than the kinds of exercises we have just done, as writers' 
tools. These can be small snippets (a photograph, a line of poetry, a 
quote, a theme) that you can use as inspiration to write your own 
piece — a kind of mental stepping stone. They can also be short story 
summaries which contain more detail (the plot outline, a character or 
event to be included, other themes). It is remarkable just how vastly 
different writers' finished pieces can be which use the same line or 
event as a leaping-off point. Using this kind of prompt helps you to 
focus on one thing in order to begin writing, but it doesn’t limit 
creativity. The possibilities for your unique creation are still endless. 


NON-FICTION 


Non-fiction covers a very wide range, from biographies to scientific 
and technical writing to dictionaries. 


In this section, we are going to examine some of the different 
types of non-fiction writing — including biographies, travel, cookery, 
technical and reference materials — and what they involve. 

We will then look at some of the things you need to think about 
when you are composing your own non-fiction writing. 


Biographies 

A biography presents the facts about the subject's life. (The subject 
is the person who is being written about. He or she is or was usually 
famous for some reason.) It usually interprets these facts to explain 
and help the reader to understand the individual's feelings and 
motivations, and the effect they have had on local, national or 
international events or on history. 

Biographies tend to have the following characteristics: 


* start with birth or early life and covers birth to present day or death 

* look at the subject's formative years to understand and explore 
early influences on their later life 

* put the subjects life in a historical and/or cultural context 

* use direct quotes from the subject and those who knew them 

* use pictures, maps, photographs or other documents 

e reflect the biographer's point of view, agenda or purpose in 
reporting the subjects life 


* involve a lot of research including the person's actions and words, 
interviews with friends, relatives and critics, and secondary sources 
such as books, magazines and journals. 


Bookshelves, libraries and websites are full of biographies about 
famous people from every walk of life such as politicians, actors, 
royalty, explorers, writers, artists, scientists, and so on. 


Examples from two different biographies 
You might want to write a short biography about a colleague or 
somebody who is taking part in your amateur dramatic society, for 
example. The same principles apply to each. You will need to carry 
out research using interviews as well as primary and secondary 
sources. 

Here is an example of the opening section of a biography about 
James Joyce, author of Ulysses, by David Pritchard. 


James Joyce was not a man to underestimate his own 
importance, and if asked what great event took place in 
1882 he might well have replied that he was born in that 
year. Yet 1882 was notable in Irish history for a number of 
other reasons. Politically speaking its most consequential 
event was the signing of the 'Kilmainham Treaty’ between 
Charles Stewart Parnell, leader of the Irish Home Rule 
Party, and the English Prime Minister William Ewart 
Gladstone. The deal resulted in a series of land reforms 
that changed the face of rural Ireland and in time broke up 
the great estates of the Anglo-lrish ascendancy. Political 


unrest in Ireland that year resulted in two notable terrorist 
attacks — the Phoenix Park murders of Lord Lieutenant 
Cavendish and Secretary Burke, and the Maamtrasna 
massacre of a family of five peasants on the present 
borders of Counties Mayo and Galway. The second crime 
was followed by the conviction and hanging of three men, 
and the imprisonment of several others. By the purest of 
coincidences most of those involved in the mass murder — 
victims, perpetrators and witnesses — bore the surname 
Joyce. 


Extract taken from James Joyce, by David Pritchard 
(Geddes & Grosset, 2001) 


The biographer, David Pritchard, immediately puts Joyce's birth in a 
historical context, grounding his subject within the story of his native 
land. By linking Joyce's birth with these momentous historical 
events, Pritchard establishes from the off his subject's identity as an 
Irish author, as well as giving us an indirect sense of the author's 
birth being a momentous event in itself. In his comment on Joyce's 
perspective on this, Pritchard also gives us an immediate sense of 
his subject's personality. The close of this first paragraph, while 
fortuitous, is used to neatly link the historical events described to the 
book's subject, bringing us back in to focus specifically on Joyce. 
Quotes from letters and interviews, with the subject and with 
those who knew them, secondary sources, documents and 
photographs all help to make a biography engaging and 
authoritative. The amount of research and time that goes into writing 


any such biography of a major figure is considerable, but even if you 
won't ever have to write anything that long, reading these 
biographies, and analysing the techniques their authors have used, 
is of huge use for any biography writing you may do. 

Here is another example, from a biography of Robert Burns, the 
famous 18th-century Scottish poet who wrote ‘To a Mouse’. 

This extract describes early influences on the poet's life, and 
uses a direct quote from one of his letters to describe the effect of 
his first romance. 


Before he was sixteen years old, Robert had worked his 
way through a large and very varied amount of literature. 
John Murdoch's teaching and Roberts own aptitude had 
made him an excellent English scholar. Wherever he went 
he carried with him a book of songs: 

‘| pored over them, driving my cart or walking to labour, 
song by song, verse by verse, carefully noting the true, 
tender or sublime from affectation and fustian.' 

At the age of fifteen, Robert Burns 'committed the sin of 
Rhyme’ — he fell in love and wrote his first song, 
‘Handsome Nell’ [see page 209 |: 


O once | lov'd a bonnie lass, 

An aye | love her still, 

An' whilst that virtue warms my breast 
I'll love my handsome Nell. 

Robert wrote: 


‘You know your country custom of coupling a man and 
woman together as partners in the labours of Harvest. In 
my fifteenth autumn my partner was a bewitching creature 
who just counted an autumn less. My scarcity of English 
denies me the power of doing her justice in that language, 
but you know the Scotch idiom. She was a bonnie, sweet, 
sonsie lass. In short, she altogether unwittingly to herself, 
initiated me in a certain delicious Passion, which in spite of 
acid Disappointment, gin-horse Prudence, and bookworm 
Philosophy, | hold to be the first of human joys, our dearest 
pleasure here below . . . | did not know well myself, why | 
liked so much to loiter behind with her, when returning in 
the evening from our labours; why the tones of her voice 
made my heartstrings thrill like an Eolian harp; and 
particularly, why my pulse beat such a furious ratann when 
| looked and fingered over her hand, to pick out the nettle- 
stings and thistles . . . Thus with me began Love and 
Poesy.’ 


Extract taken from Robert Burns in Your Pocket, pp.15—17 
(Waverley Books, 2009) 


Travel 
There are two main types of travel writing — travel articles and travel 
guides. 


Travel articles 


Travel articles give the reader a clear, strong impression of a place. 
As a travel writer, your role is to report on the main features of a 
destination, provide essential information for travellers, but also to 
give your unique slant on the sights, sounds and experiences they 
will have there. 

Travel writers use many different styles and techniques, but the 
best travel articles usually have the following characteristics: 


* good, practical information that is useful to the reader 

* use of the writer's personal experiences, anecdotes and quotations 
to bring the article to life 

* strong sense of the writer's personality — this gives the article a 
unique style 

* a 'show, not tell' approach to the places, people and things they are 
writing about — showing creates a mental picture for the reader, 
and this makes them more engaged with the article 

* a clear, concise writing style (in plain English) 

* a central theme — the ‘big picture’ — that the writer works their 
impressions and facts around, and that acts as a structure for the 
piece. 


Examples of a travel article 
Now let's look at an example of a travel article, by journalist Garry 
Fraser in The Scots Magazine. |t describes a trip around 
Lanarkshire, in the central lowlands of Scotland. It was historically 
closely linked with the coal industry, and has attractions today which 
bear witness to this part of its past. 

When you read this extract, think about how the writer uses his 
experiences and anecdotes to bring the article to life. His writing is 


clear and concise, with touches of humour, and his central theme is 
about discovering somewhere usually overlooked. The title is 
‘History, heritage and haute cuisine’. 


From there to Summerlee Museum, Coatbridge, it’s only a 
20-minute drive — 40 minutes with my sense of direction, 
but this was a place | could not afford to miss. Through a 
precise guided tour by the museum's Tommy Gallacher, | 
was given a deep insight into the history and heritage of 
coal mining and steel manufacturing, even stepping deep 
underground to a reincarnated coal seam... 

The day was now ended and all that was left for me 
was to join the happy throng on the M74 and head south. 
Destination, Biggar — or, at least, a wee village just to the 
northeast of it called Skirling. There | was rewarded for my 
day's toil with accommodation in Skirling House, under the 
caring auspices of Bob and Isobel Hunter. A quick check 
on the internet only hinted at the attractions of this house, 
and | would go back like a shot. In fact, both places | 
stayed, here and in Motherwell, deserve a five-star rating 
with the Hunters' abode winning by a short head for its 
informality and excellent service. It was as if you were 
family who had just popped over to visit, and a Canadian 
couple and | were given service one would expect from a 
top-of-the-range city hotel. 

The lounge displays a 16th-century ceiling from 
Florence with 126 carved roses, of which no two are the 
same. | would still be there if | was to attempt to prove this 


an idle boast, but a bottle of Greenmantle Ale in front of a 
roaring fire soon settled me. Okay, the beer comes from the 
Broughton brewery which is in Peeblesshire and not from 
Lanarkshire, but who's quibbling? The county boundary is 
only a quarter of a mile away. 

Extract taken from The Scots Magazine, November 2012. 


Here's another example, this time from a newspaper travel 
article. The author, Andrew Cawley, has travelled around the isles of 
Lewis and Harris and Skye, in the Outer Hebrides of Scotland, in a 
1965 Volkswagen campervan, christened Zebedee. 

The space restrictions of a small newspaper article create here 
punchier, more pared down sentences, making the use of clear, 
concise writing all the more important. The voice used, though, is still 
chatty and conversational and anecdotes and humour create a 
sense of the writer's personality. And there is still a wider theme, 
used to frame the article — appreciating what we have at home, 
rather than holidaying abroad. The title is ‘We fell in love with 
Zebedee'. 


Its about going back to basics. With its four gears, you 
dont go much faster than 50mph, but when you're 
meandering your way through magnificent scenery and 
breathtaking natural beauty, what's the rush? Got-to-be- 
there-NOW cars will overtake, but hey, let them! And it's 
guaranteed that when they do overtake, they will always 
take a long, envious look . . . 


This part of the Isle is dominated by the desolate 
expanse of the Black Moor, a vast area of peat bog broken 
up only by scattered gleaming lochans. The landscape is 
rugged and weather beaten. Immediately your imagination 
brings you to wonder what life for islanders was like 
centuries ago when living was harsh. 

The Arnol “Blackhouse” gives a fascinating insight into 
such traditional times. This perfectly-preserved combined 
byre, barn and home, with its turf roof and peat-smoke 
filled walls, gives an evocative glimpse into ancient island 
life... 

And this, for me, was what made these islands so 
special — they are simply so quiet and tranquil. It was easy 
to relax and forget about all the stress of our modern lives. 
And there’s something just so satisfyingly simple about 
being able to park up by the beach, cook some food on the 
BBQ, and sit and watch the sun go down. 

When you have the opportunity to experience places 
like this then for a moment at least nothing else matters. 
Extract taken from The Sunday Post Travel and Homes, 
January 13, 2013. 


Example of literary travel writing 

Despite its differing length and purpose, looking at longer travel 
literature can be helpful for those who wish to write travel articles. 
While on a much larger scale, these works contain many of the 
features of a good article: a strong sense of the place and the people 
and of the writer’s personality, evocative description and a wider or 


over-arching theme which the writer is led into considering by their 
surroundings and experiences. In an article, however, this theme or 
idea will not be discussed at length. The focus of the piece, and most 
of its words, will be on the place visited — which is what readers want 
to hear about. 

Robert Louis Stevenson's Travels with a Donkey in the Cévennes 
is a classic of travel literature. It recounts Stevenson's 12-day, 120- 
mile hike through the remote, mountainous region of the Cévennes 
in southern France, aided by his very difficult donkey, Modestine. In 
this extract, Stevenson has been taught by a local that he needs to 
use the stick against Modestine, as well as the call ‘Proot!’, in order 
to spur her on: a cruelty he is having trouble with. Stevenson's 
problems with the donkey create some of the wonderful humour 
which runs through the book. 


In this pleasant humour | came down the hill to where 
Goudet stands in a green end of a valley, with Cháteau 
Beaufort opposite upon a rocky steep, and the stream, as 
clear as crystal, lying in a deep pool between them. Above 
and below, you may hear it wimpling over the stones, an 
amiable stripling of a river, which it seems absurd to call 
the Loire. On all sides, Goudet is shut in by mountains; 
rocky footpaths, practicable at best for donkeys, join it to 
the outer world of France; and the men and women drink 
and swear, in their green corner, or look up at the snow- 
clad peaks in winter from the threshold of their homes, in 
an isolation, you would think, like that of Homer's Cyclops. 
But it is not so; the postman reaches Goudet with the letter- 


bag; the aspiring youth of Goudet are within a day's walk of 
the railway at Le Puy; and here in the inn you may find an 
engraved portrait of the hosts nephew, Régis Senac, 
‘Professor of Fencing and Champion of the two Americas,’ 
a distinction gained by him, along with the sum of five 
hundred dollars, at Tammany Hall, New York, on the 10th 
April 1876. 

| hurried over my midday meal, and was early forth 
again. But, alas, as we climbed the interminable hill upon 
the other side, ‘Proot!’ seemed to have lost its virtue. | 
prooted like a lion, | prooted mellifluously like a sucking- 
dove; but Modestine would be neither softened nor 
intimidated. She held doggedly to her pace; nothing but a 
blow would move her, and that only for a second. | must 
follow at her heels, incessantly belabouring. A moment's 
pause in this ignoble toil, and she relapsed into her own 
private gait. | think | never heard of any one in as mean a 
situation. | must reach the lake of Bouchet, where | meant 
to camp, before sundown, and, to have even a hope of this, 
| must instantly maltreat this uncomplaining animal. The 
sound of my own blows sickened me. Once, when | looked 
at her, she had a faint resemblance to a lady of my 
acquaintance who formerly loaded me with kindness; and 
this increased my horror of my cruelty. 


The full text of this book is available at: 
http://www.gutenberg.org/ebooks/535 


Travel guides 
Writing a travel guide is quite different to writing a travel article. 
Guides are aimed at tourists or travellers, and their purpose is to 
provide lots of facts and information about a location or tourist 
destination. 

Many travel guides are published online as travel websites or 
online guides, rather than in hard copy book format. 

There are many different types of travel guides. For example, 
there are guides that focus on: 


* adventure or activity holidays 
* budget holidays 
* holidays built around particular interests such as music, art or food. 


However, most guide books are meant to be used by the traveller 
while they are travelling, and contain the following information: 


* best time to visit 

* history and culture 

* maps 

e phone numbers, websites, addresses, prices and reviews of hotels 
and other types of accommodation and places to eat 

* entertainment 

* places to shop 

* key tourist attractions. 


It goes without saying that guides have to be written in clear, 
concise English, and that the facts and figures have to be correct at 
the time of publication. 


Example of a travel guide 

Here's an extract from a ‘Lonely Planet’ travel guide on Venice and 
the Veneto. The author, Alison Bing, introduces Venice and provides 
information on arrival and how to get around the city: 


ARRIVING IN VENICE 

Marco Polo Airport (VCE). Located on the mainland 12km from 
Venice, east of Mestre. Alilaguna operates ferry service (€13) to 
Venice from the airport ferry dock (an eight-minute walk from the 
terminal); expect it to take 45 to 90 minutes to reach most 
destinations. Water taxis to Venice from airport docks cost €90 to 
€100. ATVO buses (€5) depart from the airport every 30 minutes 
from 8am to midnight, and reach Venice's Piazzale Roma within an 
hour. 


Piazzale Roma 

This car park is the only point within central Venice accessible by car 
or bus. Vaporetto (water-bus) lines to destinations throughout the 
city depart from Piazzale Roma docks. 


Stazione Santa Lucia 
Venice's train station. Vaporetto lines depart from Ferrovia (Station) 
docks. 


Stazione Venezia Mestre 

Mestre's mainland train station; transfer here to Stazione Santa 
Lucia. 

For much more on arrival, see p 250. 


GETTING AROUND 

Vaporetto 

Slow and scenic, the vaporetto is Venice's main public transport. 
Single rides cost €6.50; for frequent use, get a timed pass for 
unlimited travel within a set period (12/24/36/48/72 hour passes cost 
€16/18/23/28/33). 

Tickets, passes and maps are available at dockside Hello-Venezia 
ticket booths and www.hellovenezia.com. 


Extract taken from Venice and the Veneto (Lonely Planet City 
Guides), by Alison Bing (Lonely Planet Publications, 2012) 


Cookery 

The shelves of bookshops are full of the latest celebrity cookery 
books, and they often have websites where you can access their 
recipes. But you don't have to be a celebrity to write a cookery book 
or publish your own recipes. Lots of ordinary people love to cook and 
have tried and tested recipes of their own or special recipes that 
have been passed down to them that they would like to share. 

You might want to produce a collection of your own recipes for a 
family celebration, or you could collect other people's recipes and 
publish them for charity, or for a special local event. Whatever the 
case, you need to think about the following: 


Theme 
Most cookery books are organised around a theme. For example, in 
many books recipes are organised into starters, main courses, 


salads and vegetables and desserts. Some books choose a single 
theme such as fish or seafood dishes, or cooking for a dinner party. 
Once you have decided what your theme is, the rest will fall into 
place. 


Structure 
Recipes usually have a consistent structure, like the following, so the 


reader knows what to expect: 


e title of dish 
* how many it serves 
* brief description of dish 
* ingredients (in order of their appearance in the method) 
e method 
Here are two different examples: 


Two examples of recipe structure 

Tomato and Lentil Soup 

(serves 4) 

This is a hearty and healthy soup, packed full of vitamin C. The 
lentils give it a satisfying texture. Delicious! 


Ingredients 

1 tablespoon of olive oil 

1 x medium onion, finely chopped 

2 x 400g tins of Italian chopped tomatoes 

four cans of water (from empty tins of tomatoes) 
one vegetable stock cube 


tablespoon of tomato purée 
100g of rinsed, no-soak red lentils 


Method 

* Heat the oil in a medium-sized saucepan. 

* Add the onion to the olive oil and fry gently for five minutes, until 
transparent. 

* Now add the two tins of tomatoes, and stir for a further two 
minutes. 

* Add four cans of water (using one of the empty cans of tomatoes). 

* Add the stock cube and tomato puree. 

* Add the rinsed lentils. 

* Bring to the boil, then reduce to a simmer. 

* Cook for 20 minutes, then purée and serve. 


Sue's Splendid Spaghetti Bolognese 

(serves 4) 

The title speaks for itself. Cook and enjoy with a glass of Italian red, 
and feel the sun come out. 


Ingredients 

1 x large onion, finely chopped 
1 tbsp of olive oil 

2 x cloves garlic, finely chopped 
1kg steak mince 

2 tsp dried oregano 

2 x tins of chopped tomatoes 
350ml red wine 

beef stock cube 

bouquet garni sachet 


500g spaghetti (fresh is best) 


Method 

* Heat the olive oil in a large saucepan. 

* Add the onion and garlic and fry gently for five minutes, until 
transparent. 

* Add the mince, and stir until browned. 

* Next, add the dried oregano, and stir into the mince. 

* Now add the two tins of tomatoes, and stir well. 

* Next, add the red wine and the beef stock cube and stir well. Add 
the bouquet garni sachet. 

* Bring the sauce to the boil, then allow to simmer with the lid on for 
30 minutes. 

* Prepare a large pan of salted water, and cook the spaghetti 5 
minutes before the sauce is ready. 

* Serve with green salad, crusty bread and parmesan cheese. 


Make sure that you treat measurements consistently — for 
example, don't mix up imperial and metric measures. And when 
writing your recipes use either 50 grams or 50g, but not a mixture of 
both. 

Also, a word of warning — ingredients aren't covered by copyright, 
but the words that are used to describe the method are. So don't 
plagiarise somebody else's words — use your own. 


Photographs 

'A picture paints a thousand words.' Successful recipe books all use 
good photographs to help the reader visualise the finished product, 
and to make the dish look appetising and appealing. For complicated 
recipes, involving techniques readers may be unfamiliar with, 


photographs (or diagrams, if you're of an artistic bent) can also be 
useful. Step-by-step photos are extremely effective for clarifying and 
simplifying a technique or entire recipe which would otherwise 
require a dense, hard-to-follow explanation. 

Either have a go at taking your own photographs, or ask a 
professional to take them. Remember that copyright rules also apply 
to photographs, so don't use somebody else's without getting their 
permission. 


Writing recipes 

Writing recipes — especially more complicated or elaborate ones — 
shares some features in common with technical writing (discussed 
below). Instructions need to be clear, concise and unambiguous: 
remember, the reader has to not only understand exactly what you're 
saying, but also to be able to replicate it themselves. Follow plain 
English rules. 

After writing out a recipe, it helps, rather than just reading it over, 
to actually go through making the recipe using your instructions, as if 
making it for the first time. Are any wordings confusing? Are all the 
techniques involved described as clearly as possible? By doing this, 
any problems should present themselves more easily. Even better 
would be to do a trial run of the recipe with a volunteer. Getting 
someone who hasn't seen the recipe before and who hasn't made 
the dish before to make it using your recipe is the best test of the 
effectiveness of your writing. Get feedback from them, and adjust 
accordingly. This is always easier than trying to objectively assess 
your own words, describing a recipe you are familiar with. 


Example of recipe writing 

On below there is an example of recipe writing with the use of step- 
by-step photos, from a book about making macarons, by Jill 
Colonna. 

Macarons, a French delicacy, have a reputation for being 
complicated to make, and difficult to make well. In writing a recipe 
book based on the premise that even amateur bakers can make 
macarons successfully, the author therefore has to be especially 
skilful in writing her recipes, and careful to follow these rules. 

The recipes must be as clear and precise as possible, without 
being over-complex and putting non-expert readers off. Readers 
have to be able to thoroughly understand each step in the recipe, 
while also being confident that they are able to do it. 

To avoid the reader feeling overwhelmed with information, Jill 
breaks down each step into a separate section, along with a photo. 
This helps not only to make the recipe clearer, but also stops it 
looking intimidating. 

Some tips are presented separately so as not to interrupt the 
logical sequence of the recipe's steps and to keep directions 
succinct. 

Unfamiliar and foreign terms are used (especially appropriate for 
a book about a foreign delicacy, assuring readers that they are 
learning an authentic recipe as well as being interesting), but are 
translated. 


Introductions and other content 
You may also wish to include other content besides recipes in your 
book. Recipe books are not just instructions; they can inspire the 


reader, give them the thrill of discovering a foreign culture, make 
them nostalgic or give them a real sense of the life and personality of 
the author or group who compiled them. 

Think about what you are trying to achieve in your recipe book. 
What tone do you wish to create? While the recipe instructions 
themselves are succinct and to the point, introductions, to the book 
and to individual chapters and recipes, commentaries and fact boxes 
can all be used to create a sense of personality and individuality, as 
well as to provide information. On the next page is an extract from 
the introduction to Mad About Macarons by Jill Colonna (Waverley 
Books, 2010). 


Line your three flat baking sheets with 
perfectly flat qreaseproof paper and set aside. 


Whisk the eqg whites (at room temperature) 
to glossy firm peaks adding the caster sugar 
gradually. (Tip: ensure the bowl and whisk are 
perfectly dean. Any trace of fat, yolk or soap 
will affect the success.) 

lf making coloured macarons, then add a dash 
of colouring (I prefer to use powdered colours 
or pastes, as less is needed) towards the end 
of mixing. 


EGG TIPS 


* 


To easil y separate egg whites from yolks: 
crack the egg in the middle on the edge of 
a bowl or another hard surface. With 
dean hands, over a bowl, gently drop the 
egg into the palm of one hand, letting the 
white drip through your fingers into the 
bowl, leaving the yolk in the palm of your 
hand, 

No need to waste the yolks: see page 121 


When making macarons (or meringues) you 
get the best results from egg whites that 
have been separated and aged for four to 
five days in the refrigerator For 150g of egg 
white you'll need approximately 5 eggs. 
Store in a perfectly dean airtight container 
such as a glass jar 

Take them out of the fridge 2 hours before 
use to bring to room temperature. 


3 Siftthe ground almonds with the icing sugar 


using a medium sieve. Discard any large, 
coarse pieces of ground almonds. 

(Tip: if there are a lot of large pieces to discard, 
weigh them and replace them in the mixture 
with more ground almonds to make sure you 
still have the 180g specified.) 


For chocolate macarons (as | am making here) 
also sift in the 10g of cocoa at this point. 


Extract from Mad About Macarons by Jill Colonna 


(Waverley Books, 2010). 


4 Mix wellto incorporate icing sugar and 
almonds (and cocoa powder if you are using 


5 Incorporate the beaten egg whites into the dry 
ingredients using a large spatula. Mix well. 


[Note that there is no need to "fold" the 
mixture.) 


6 Then work on the mixture (macaronnage) 
using a plastic scraper (corne en plastique) 
Press down well with the scraper, going back 
and forward, to press out the oxygen from the 
whites. Do this for no more than 5 minutes 
until you have a smooth mixture. 


(It helps if your bowl is flat in the middle.) 


The author talks about her own background and first encounter 
with macarons. By telling us about her history she gives us a sense 
of why she is qualified to write a book about macarons. 

We learn that she has lived in France for twenty years, that she 
has long been passionate about French baking and that the 
macaron, for her, was an immediate love affair. 

This also individualises the book: we get a real sense of the 
author's own voice, and who she is. On top of this, her story of her 


first discovery of French patisseries really sets the scene for the 
book. 

We are given an insight into the culture surrounding macarons, 
and into French culture in general, and a sense of atmosphere is 
created. This gets the reader into the right frame of mind, leaving 
them enthused and eager to get started on the recipes! 


. * n ? 7 
Dien Leung the Nissen 
[| 


AND DISCOVERING | COULD MAKE MY OWN 


en | came to live in France nearly 20 years ago | didn't have a sweet 

tooth, Dessert was just an apple and some cheese, But the beckoning 

Parisian pátisseries had me quickly lured in by their sophisticated window 
displays and | was converted. How can you resist a perfectly presented delicacy 
called un mille feuille (a thousand leaves), crammed with fragrant vanilla custard 
cream between flaky, toasted layers of pastry under an artistic icing? 

Suddenly | felt so far away from our local baker in Edinburgh who produced 
something similar, but called it a mayo fayo with a posh accent. | wanted to practise 
this new mouthful, repeating “un mille feuille, sil vous plait” in so many pátisseries 
until I discovered the best cakes in our Parisian arrondissement and until Twas no 
longer snootily corrected for my atrocious French accent. There was so much to learn. 

After tasting my way through the patisserie classics using my student lunch 
money, it was finally a relief to be a working girl. working in Paris, in a chateau, in a 
chic part of town, 

Occasionally I could indulge in the opulence of a salon de thé (tea salon), drinking 
tea from a porcelain cup. It was fascinating: like having afternoon tea in a grand 
hotel's palm court but without the piano or the sandwiches. The women were so 
stylish and slim! French women don't eat between meals. They are so strict at 
sticking to mealtimes, | had a friend who if she missed lunch was so disciplined that 
she would not eat until her tea and gâteau at + o'clock. They eat well and they stay 
slim. 

‘Ten years ago, macarons were not in most pátisseries as they are now in Paris. It 
was in Paris that | discovered the macaron. It was during a lunch break with the 
girls at the salon de thé on the top floor of a seriously classy ladies’ department store 
in the 16th arrondissement. The macaron was on all the elegant ladies! plates like : 
fashion accessory, 

It was love at first sight: they were perfection on a porcelain plate, so airy and 
delicate that you didn’t feel like you'd have to play at dress sizes if you became 
hooked, yet they were just big enough to savour and appreciate their sweet 
voluptuous perfumed centre with a refreshing cuppa. 

They looked so perfect and dainty and certainly not something you could 
obviously make at home. That was for the professionals, I thought. 


Technical writing 
Technical writers communicate technical, scientific, legal, mechanical 


or business information to other people who might or might not be 
familiar with these fields. If you have ever successfully assembled a 


piece of furniture, or installed a DVD player, then you will have read 
and (hopefully!) understood technical writing. Technical writers are 
currently in high demand to explain, review and promote the new 
technological products that are constantly being developed and 
produced. There are three main types of technical writing: 


e end-user documents — where the writer explains technical 
information to non-technical people in a way that is easy to 
understand and follow 


* traditional technical writing — for example, in engineering and 
science, written specifically for an audience that is already familiar 
with the field 


* technological marketing material — as in fliers and promotional 
leaflets that persuade people to buy a technological product or 
service. 


First, we will explore the main characteristics of all of these types 
of technical writing. We will then look in more detail at what each of 
these types of writing involves by giving examples. 

Successful technical writing — no matter what the subject — has 
the following characteristics: 


* it is clear, concise and unambiguous — a lot of technical writing is 
for non-technical people, and they have to be able to understand it 

* it doesn't include too much technical language - unless this is 
appropriate for the intended audience, who already know and 
understand this 

* it is objective 


* it clearly refers to contributions already made by others in the field 
— this is more the case in the traditional technical writing field 

* itis accurate and complete — getting it wrong or missing something 
out could at best be annoying but at worst be dangerous - 
especially if it’s a safety or instruction manual. 


In the pages that follow are examples of the three different types of 
technical writing mentioned opposite. 


Get Started! The Beginner's Guide to Computers 


A peripheral allows you to communicate with your com- 
puter. "There are two types: those which provide input 
and enable you to tell the computer what you want it to do 
(such as the keyboard and mouse) and those which dis- 
play output such as the monitor or printer. 


Input 
The keyboard 


The keyboard is one of the main ways in which you will 
send instructions and data to your computer. It has sev- 
eral types of key. There are letter, number and punctua- 
tion keys which are similar to those of a typewriter — hold- 
ing down Shift while keying a letter gives you a capital, 
while pressing Enter (Return) starts a new paragraph. 

Along the top of the keyboard are function keys (F1- 
F12) which do different things in different programs but 
F1 is usually a link to the Help facility. 

There are also navigational or arrow keys to help 
you move around the screen, a numeric keypad to make 
it easier when you are keying in figures, and various spe- 
cial keys such as Control, Alt and the Windows keys. 


Fig. 1.2 A standard keyboard with main key types highlighted 


From The Beginner's Guide to Computers by David 
McCormick (Geddes & Grosset, 2010). 


End-user documents 
Examples of end-user documents range from a computer manual to 
an instruction leaflet to help you assemble a piece of furniture. 


Examples of end-user documents 

The example above is taken from The Beginner's Guide to 
Computers by David McCormick (Geddes & Grosset, 2010). The 
guide starts with the most basic information and builds to more 
advanced information, ensuring that the user feels confident with 
every new section. Subsections are short, with each separate topic 
being given a new subheading, and the wider sections are clearly 
defined and move logically. Figures are used, as well as screenshots 
of programs, and major terms are put in bold on their first use to 
effectively signpost information. 

The example that follows is taken from a software instruction 
manual. Software manuals need to explain things simply and in an 
accessible way. They need to cover all eventualities to accomodate 
users who may know nothing, but also have an index or contents 
page that enables a more experienced user to quickly reach the 
information they need. 


Sample Model: Party 


This activity gets you thinking about computer modeling and how mua can use it. It also gives you 
insight into NetLogo itself. We encourage beginning users to start he 


At a Party 


Have you ever been at a party and noticed how people cluster in groups? You may have also 
noticed that people don't just stay in a group. As they circulate, the groups change. If you watched 
these changes over time, you might notice pattems. 


For example, in social settings, people may exhibit different behavior than at work or home. 
Individuals who are confident within their work environment may become shy and timid at a social 
gathering. And others who are reserved at work may be the "party starter" with friends. 

These patterns can depend on the type of gathering. In some settings, people are trained to 


organize themselves into mixed groups; for example, party games or schocl-like activities. But in a 
non-structured atmosphere, people tend to group in a more random manner. 


Is there any type of pattem to this kind of grouping? 

Let's take a closer look at this question by using the computer to model human behavior at a party. 
NetLogo's "Party" model looks specifically at the question of grouping by gender at parties: why do 
groups tend to form that are mostly men, or mostly women? 


Let's use NetLogo to explore this question. 


What to do: 


1. Start NetLogo. 
2. Choose "Models Library" from the File menu. 


NetLogo IM Edit Tools Zoom 
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Print... #P 


3. Open the "Social Science" folder. 
4, on the model called "Party". 
5. Press the "open" button. 
6. Press the "setup" button 


In the view of the model, you will see pink and blue groups with numbers: 


Sample Model: Party 21 


Extract from the NetLogo manual by U Wilensky 
(Northwestern University, Evanston, IL.) 


Software manuals — and instruction manuals in general — are 
therefore a difficult thing to produce. When it is done correctly we 
readers will not even notice. However, when you encounter a bad 
instruction manual you know it. Your frustration levels are a big clue! 


The sample we've included is from a manual for a piece of 
software called NetLogo. (Wilensky, U [1999]. 
http://ccl.northwestern.edu/netlogo/. Center for Connected Learning 
and Computer-Based Modeling, Northwestern University, Evanston, 
IL.) 

The end user is given an introductory overview and examples to 
try to help explain in simple terms what the software does and why it 
does it that way. 


Traditional technical writing 

Examples of traditional technical writing are also wide ranging. For 
example, they could include an article that has been written and 
published in a medical journal such as The Lancet or a paper 
published in an engineering journal about an innovative system or 
piece of product design. 


10 | Introduction to molecular motion in polymers 


Figure 2.3 Three tactic fonns of polypropylene. 


radical initiated polymerisation this is difficult. However in the 1950s Zeigler and 
Natta discovered that it was possible to initiate the polymerisation of propylene 
using solid state catalysts. The catalysts created using aluminium trialkyl and 
titanium tetrachloride produced a polymer in which chiral control had been 
achieved at the reaction centre. So we now refer to the stereochemistry of the 
resulting polymer as its tadkity. If all the groups adding to the active centre give 
the same chirality, the polymer is termed tsotactic As an example we can consider 
polypropylene (Figure 2.3). 

If the monomers add in an alternating manner, the polymer is termed syndio- 
tactic. Polymers without any control of the chiral addition, which is the case for 
normal free radical polymerisation, are termed atactk. The physical properties of 
polymers prepared with and without stereochemical control can be very differ- 
ent. For example, isotactic polypropylene is a hard crystalline material and can be 
used to make pipes used in domestic hot water systems, whereas the syndiotactic 
and atactic polymers are soft tacky materials, which are used as thickening agents 
for lubricating oils and as components in adhesives. 


2.5 Geometric isomerism 


In the case of important elastomers formed by polymerisation of conjugated 
dienes, addition across one double bond can, by electron migration, cause move- 
ment of the second double bond. This results in either 1,2 or 1,4 addition across 
the four-carbon monomer (Figure 2.4). 

So polybutadiene can be obtained with different physical characteristics, 
depending on the conditions used in its synthesis. Simple addition to the first 
vinyl bond leads to the 1,2 addition product. This polymer is rigid at room tem- 
perature compared with the 1,4 addition product, which is rubbery. Furthermore 
1,4 addition can create either mans or cis configurations, and these can have 
different degrees of local order. 


Extract from Introduction to Molecular Motion in Polymers 
by Richard A Pethrick, Taweechai Amornsakchai and 
Alistair M North [Whittles Publishing, 2011]. 


Example of traditional technical writing 

The example above is from the book /ntroduction to Molecular 
Motion in Polymers. It is written specifically for an audience that 
understands this scientific field and its language, so if you dont 


understand it all, that's not surprising. It also clearly cites other 
people's contributions. 

The extract is taken from /ntroduction to Molecular Motion in 
Polymers (Richard A Pethrick, Taweechai Amornsakchai and Alistair 
M North [Whittles Publishing, 2011]). 


Technological marketing material 

You can't escape examples of technological marketing materials. 
They are everywhere, from TV and radio adverts to billboard posters 
to websites and blogs. 

We are constantly bombarded with materials that are trying to 
persuade us to buy a certain type of computer, tablet or phone, 
because it has technological features that make it much better than 
the previous model. 


Copywriters for technological marketing materials will in general 
try to: 


* Speak directly to a target audience they (or the company) have in 
mind. They will keep this person in mind as they write. 

* Focus on what's in it for the reader/listener/viewer — why they 
should want to buy the product. It doesn't matter how great or 
sophisticated or clever the product is if it doesn't offer something 
for them: solve a problem they face, or improve their life in some 
way. 

* Be careful to talk on the right level for the person they're speaking 
to in their marketing copy. Technological details given have to be 
comprehensible for them and to be relevant to them and what they 
would seek in a product. Going into dense, over-complicated 


explanations of the technology involved wouldn't convince a reader 
of how clever a product is; it would just make them stop reading. 


‘How to’ writing 
‘How to’ writing is slightly different to technical writing. It assumes 
that readers are non-experts, and it tells or instructs them how to 
accomplish a specific task or change certain behaviours or attitudes. 
There are lots of ‘how to’ publications or textbooks in the 
business, ‘self-help’ and hobbies sections of bookshops, libraries 
and websites. 
‘How to’ writing tends to have the following characteristics. It: 


e has an informal and conversational style and tone — ‘you’ and ‘we’ 
rather than ‘he’, ‘she’ and ‘it’ 

* contains hints, tips and anecdotes 

* is clear, concise and accessible 

* is easy to understand 

* assumes no prior knowledge of the topic. 


Examples of 'how to' writing 

The ‘For Dummies’ series is a very well-known collection of ‘how to’ 
books on just about every topic you could think of — from Cricket for 
Dummies to Statistics for Dummies to Baby and Toddler Sleep 
Solutions for Dummies. 

The books consistently stick to the same format. They have a 
very clear table of contents, so the reader knows immediately what 
the book is about. They also have frequent headings to signpost 
information and are written concisely in plain English. They usually 


assume no prior knowledge of the subject, and they have an informal 
style. 

On the following pages is an example of ‘how to’ writing from the 
book Yoga and Meditation, by Katherine Wright, published by 
Geddes & Grosset, 2007. It's an introductory text with step-by-step 
instructions and clear and simple illustrations. 

This is a piece of writing geared towards people who are not 
experts in yoga or meditation. It isn't explaining any particularly 
complicated concepts, but it is clearly and concisely explaining to 
readers how to carry out the yoga moves and meditation techniques. 

Examples, diagrams and figures are used in order to give readers 
a better understanding of processes that might be unfamiliar. 
Diagrams are used to illuminate the textual description. The figures 
are simple enough to be intelligible to nonexperts. 

Paragraphs are quite short, and there are lots of headings and 
sub-headings, splitting the text into manageable sections. 


Yoga and Meditation 


| a 


Easy posture 
Easy posture 


Basically, this involves sitting cross-legged with both feet 
on the floor. The back should be straight but not tense and 
the stomach muscles relaxed. With the muscles of the lower 
back bearing the weight of the body and with the head, neck 
and trunk in line, the centre of gravity passes from the base 
of the spine right through the top of the head. The hands can 
either be resting lightly on the knees or held in the lap, either 
one on top of the other or clasped lightly. 


Siddhasana 

Sitting on the floor with the back straight, stretch the legs 
out in front of you. Bend the left knee and, grasping the left 
foot with both hands, draw it towards the body until the heel 
is resting against the part of the lower body that lies between 
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Chapter 4 - How to Begin 


Siddhasana 


the anus and genitalia. Now draw the right foot towards the 
body until the heel is on the pubic bone. Tuck the toes of the 
right foot between the calf and the thigh of the left leg. Rest 
the hands, palms upwards on the knees. Siddhasana is some- 
times called the perfect posture. 


Seven-point posture 

1 If possible, try to sit with the legs crossed in the lotus 
position, or varja, with each foot placed sole upwards on 
the thigh of the opposite leg. To get into the lotus posi- 
tion loosen up with the exercises on pages 63-70 and 
then sit on the floor, legs stretched out in front of you. 
Now bend the right knee and, grasping the right foot with 
both hands, place it on top of the left thigh, heel pressing 
into the abdomen. Repeat the process with the left foot. 
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Yoga and Meditation (Geddes & Grosset, 2007) 
Other 'how to' books show many of the same techniques. Here's 


an example from a book on raising teenagers called Surviving 
Teenagers by Dr David Fong (Geddes & Grosset, 2007). 


Stuck record technique 


A technique that many parents find helpful when discussing things 
with their children is the 'stuck record' technique. It can often be the 
case in conflicts, that the actual point of the discussion gets lost in 
the heated argument. The stuck record technique is really a way of 
keeping 'on-message and avoiding the debate getting too 
emotionally charged. 


For example: 

Daughter: Dad, can | borrow the car tonight to go and see Paul? 
Dad: Sorry, hon, you know I need it tonight. 

Daughter: But it's really, really important that | use the car! 

Dad: I’m sorry, but you know | need the car every Tuesday night. 
Daughter: Couldn't you just let me have it this once? It’s really 
important! 

Dad: Sorry, it's Tuesday and | need it. 

Daughter: That's just typical! You just won't see how important this is 
for me, will you? You're so selfish! 

Dad: Yep, | am selfish, it is still Tuesday and | need the car. 


Now Dad has to use this technique with care — if he knows for 
example, that he doesn't really need the car and he's just being 
mean then this technique has been misused. If, on the other hand, 
he has made it perfectly clear that on Tuesdays the car is off limits 
then this technique can be helpful. It avoids the discussion of 
whether Dad is selfish or not, what is typical or not and it keeps to 
the point about who is using the car. 


Extract taken from Surviving Teenagers by Dr David Fong, (Geddes 
& Grosset, 2007) 


The heading at the beginning of this extract signposts the 
example so it can easily be referred back to later. Language is clear, 
concise and informal. (Imagine the change in tone if 'Dad' was 
replaced with ‘The father’, or if the example conversation was 
replaced with a more prescriptive paragraph of instruction [‘the father 
must now', 'the father must not].) The example conversation also 
gets the author's point across much more clearly and economically 
than a lengthy description of the technique would have. 

On the two following pages is another example of an accessible 
‘how to’ book. In the book Quit Smoking by Dr David Fong (Geddes 
& Grosset, 2007), the author adopts a conversational tone that is 
informal and easy to read and understand. He also uses anecdotes 
from life to illustrate his points. The book is split into distinct sections, 
each dealing with a single topic, which is summarised in the section 
title. Look at the detailed table of contents on the next few pages. 

In Quit Smoking, signposting is key to the organisation of the 
book. Chapters are numbered, but are also titled with a key sentence 
relating to that chapter's content. This is followed by a subtitle which 
summarises the chapter. Subsections are also clearly titled with their 
subject and move in a logical progression. 

There are diagrams and drawings in this book, adding to the 
information given by the text and also providing humour. A little 
humour is what's needed for such a task as quitting smoking! 


Contents 


Introduction 11 
Chapter One - A Smoker's Tale 17 
A cautionary tale 17 
Info points: calculating the costs of 
cigarettes 20 
Why did you start 23 
Time to stop 26 
More anti smoking legislation¢ 28 


Chapter Two - Oh, Go On Then, 
Just One.... 33 
Looks at the mechanics of drug addiction, the 
politics and history of smoking and what's 
actually in the cigarette you're smoking 


Be angry! 33 
Info points: smoking isn’t that bad for 
you.. . is it¢ 36 


Contents pages from Quit Smoking by Dr David Fong 
(Geddes & Grosset, 2007) 


Quit Smoking 


History of the evil weed 
How dare you say I’m an addict! 
What exactly are you smoking? 


Smoking and pregnancy 


Chapter Three - Taking the First Steps 
to Stopping 
This chapter will start to look at stopping in 
earnest, how to prepare your environment for 
stopping and setting a stop date 
Withdrawal 
Reasons to stop 
Tell people about it 
Info points: can't see the FOREST for 
the ASH 
Lose the props 
Smoking and children 
Now you know why . .. what about 
when 


Chapter Four - Using your Mind to 
Stop Smoking 

Which looks at all the tricks and techniques 

your mind will need to stop smoking and looks 

at the traps and pitfalls that cigarette addiction 

tries to ensnare you with 


Contents 


How smokers shoot themselves in the 
foot and what we can learn-before 
we stop 

Externalisation 

Info point: You could always move to 
Bhutan 

Visualisation 

Self talk 

Reframing 

The pre-stopping toolbox 


Chapter Five - Dealing With the 
First Day 
Every ex-smoker had to have a first day. 
This chapter will get you through it. 
Being an ex-smoker 
Info point: diary of an ex-smoker, 
aged 32 5/4: day one 
Dealing with pressure points in the 
first day 
Top ten tips to avoid succumbing to 
nicotine addiction on the first day 
Before you go to sleep 


92 
105 


105 
109 
112 


113 
115 


121 


128 


132 


135 


139 
143 


Contents 


Support groups 188 


Into the more obscure end of things . . . 189 


Chapter Eight — Falling Off the Wagon 193 
We all make mistakes sometimes — we've all 

had that "oh, just one" moment! This chapter 

shows you how to get back on track 


Why we relapse 196 
Back to the beginning — what it means 
to be an ex-smoker 198 
Getting the psychological preparation right 200 
Try again! 202 
Chapter Nine - End of An Era 207 


In which the author gets on his soapbox... 


Information, Bibliography and Useful 
Addresses 215 


The next two pages show an example of an entirely different type 
of ‘how to’ writing. This is taken from a book called /t’s Not Rocket 
Science: Learn to Swim (Waverley Books, 2012). 

This combines many of the aspects of technical writing with those 
of 'how to' writing. Swimming, as a complex set of physical 


movements, is a hard thing to explain clearly and logically in writing, 
in a way that can be not only understood but replicated by readers. 

Descriptions need to be broken down as much as possible into 
individual steps. Language needs to be clear, concise and, crucially, 
unambiguous. Steps need to be listed in a logical progression. This 
description is aided by the use of figures (as with technical writing), 
as well as by the structure of the sections. 

Each section deals with a separate part of the swimming stroke 
being described, is clearly labelled, and has relevant names for 
phases and movements involved in the stroke in bold. 

Finally, this book — Better English Writing — is an example of a 
‘how to’ text. Hopefully it will help you to understand how to write 
better English in all aspects of your life and work! 


b) During the pull you should try to keep your hand fairly 
close to the body whether you are on your front or your 
back (figure 12). Your elbow will be bent and you will feel, 
just like climbing a rope, that you are pulling your body 


over the top of your hand. 


Figure 12:The pull used for the crawl 


c) Recovery action is the last phase of the crawl stroke. 
Here your elbow should be bent and your arm recovered 
quickly towards your front ready for re-entry. But it 
should be done in such a way that your recovery arm does 
not interfere with your other arm, which is pulling (figure 


13). These principles apply on your front and on your 
back. 


From It's Not Rocket Science: Learn to Swim (Waverley 
Books, 2012) 


Figure 13: Recovery in the crawl 


Breaststroke arm action 

The breaststroke action begins in the stretch starting 
position with both your hands together and your arms 
straight. From there your hands pull backwards in a 
circling movement (see figure 14 on page 34). Try not to 
pull beyond the line of your shoulders as this will cause 
your head and the top part of your body to submerge. 
Just pull to the line of the shoulders, then your elbows 
bend coming in under your chest, and your arms stretch 


forward in recovery. 


Reference works 
You consult general reference materials for specific information — 
you don't need to read them all the way through like you would a 
novel. 

Examples of general reference books or materials include the 
following: 


* dictionary 
¢ thesaurus 


* encyclopedia 
* atlas 
* directory 


All of the above help you to find or research specific information, 
or point you to somewhere else that you can find it. 

You probably won't have to write anything for a reference book, 
because a lot of this type of writing is very specialised. For example, 
lexicography is the art of compiling, writing and editing dictionaries, 
and is usually undertaken by experts trained in the field. The actual 
writing and editing of dictionaries is called practical lexicography. The 
analysis or description of the vocabulary and how words link to 
others is known as theoretical lexicography. 

However, you will probably have to use some or all of these 
reference materials if you are researching or writing material of your 
own. Search engines, such as Google, have their place but they 
won't always direct you to the specific information or answers you 
need. It's therefore useful to know what these reference materials 
are, how they can help you and how you can get the most out of 
them. 


Dictionary 

A dictionary is an essential tool for anybody who is writing anything. 
A dictionary provides definitions of words in alphabetical order. 
Sometimes they provide information about the pronunciation and the 
etymology (or origin — for example, Latin or Greek) of the word. 
Dictionaries come in different formats, including books, electronic 
devices, websites and word processing tools. 

Here are six well-known dictionaries: 


e The Oxford English Dictionary 

e The Cambridge Business English Dictionary 
e The Chambers Dictionary 

* Collins English Dictionary 

e Macmillan Dictionary 

* Merriam-Webster Dictionary 


There are also lots of online dictionaries available. 


Example of how to use a dictionary 
Below there is an example of how you would use a dictionary and 
elements in the dictionary an extract from a dictionary. 

Say that you want to know what the definition of ‘psychology’ is. 
You're also not completely sure how to spell it. How do you find it? 

You know it begins with 'p', so you turn first to that section of the 
alphabet in the dictionary. 

You think it’s followed by a ‘y’, but you quickly realise after 
searching for words under 'py' that this is wrong. 

You know that there's an 's' in it somewhere, so you search next 
under 'psy', and you quickly find a number of similar-sounding words 
such as ‘psychiatry’ and ‘psycho’. 

You read down the list of words and bingo! you arrive at 
‘psychology’. 


There are two definitions listed for this word: 
1. the study of the human mind. 
2. the mental processes of a person. 


provocative 


provocative /pru-voc-a-tiv/ adj intended to 
————— 


pas: 

provoke /pru-voke/ ub 1 to make angry. 2 to 
give rise to. 

prow /prow/ st the front part of a ship or boat. 

prowess /prow-ess/ s skill or ability. 

—— dente lomo 
searching for something, to move quietly 
about looking for the chance to do mischief. 

prowler /prow-ler/ m someone who moves 

steakhily, especially a thief. 
— eae ee 
proximity nearness, 


————— bape 
for another. 2 someone with the right to act 
or vote for another. 

prude /prood/ ~ a person who makes a 
E EN 


n prudery. 
prudence ro dene n foresight, cautioa. 
cig wiae, cur "-— thinking carefully 


Prodi [pros del adj oe-caect in be- 


L.S MEA 
prune? /proon/ vb 1 to cut off the dead or 
overgrown parts of a plant. 2 to shorten by 


instead of one's real name (e.g, a pen-name). 
psychiatry /sie-kle-u-tree/ n the treatment of 
diseases of the mind. « » psychiatrist. 
psychic /sle-kik/, psychical /sie-ki-kal/ adj 
1 having to dowith the mind. 2 (of influences 
and forces) that act on the mind and senses 
but have no physical cause. 3 (of a person) 
sensitive to these influences. 4 able to 
communicate with spirits. + = someone 
who claims to be ca 
EI Dose reat 
of mental disease by questioning problems, 
fears, etc, that exist in the patient's mind 


the human mind. 2 the mental processes 


of a person. + adj psychological * m psy- puke /pyook/ 


n someone with a 


chologist. 
psychopath 


fsle-ko-path/ 
personality disorder which can lead him 


pule 

or her to commit often violeat acts without 
guilt. 

pterodactyl /ter-u-dac-tul/ m a prehistoric 


pablic house. 
puety Ippon be-ted s de ep by which 
a young person has developed all the 
characteristics of his or her sex. 
public /pu-blic/ adj 1 open to all. 2 having to 
do with 
«athe 
publication /pu-bli-cay-shun/ s 1 the act of 
pablishing. 2 a published book, magazine 


or paper. 
public house /pub-lick howss/ see pub. 
public school /pub-lick skool/ # 1 in England, 
a fe rivate school for senior Is 
who sdk Lie at tha schonk 2 in US cad 
Scotland, a free government-run school 
publiity /pe-bil-si-tee! m 1 making some- 
thing widely known, advertising. 2 the state 
of being well-known. * t6 publidze, also 


Icise. 
platen publi cb 1 (fmi) to make widely 
See qd peg ten 
publisher /pu- " someone who 
maro, aeri 
pud /puck/ m a small hard rubber disc used 
instead of a ball in ice 


especially into pucker /pu-ker vb to gather into small folds 


or wrinkles. + na fold or wrinkle. 


puddle /pu-dul/ # a small pool of dirty water. 
* tb to make watertight with 
pudgy /pu-jee! adj (inf) short and fat. 


puff /puff/ m 1 a short sharp breath or gust of 
wind. 2 a small cloud of smoke, steam, etc, 
blown by a puff. 3 a soft pad for powdering 
the skin. 4 a kind of light pastry. * vô 1 to 
breathe quickly or as when short of 
breath. 2 to blow in sm 
up, to swell. 4 to praise too highly 

PSIE a 
coloured beak. 


pugnadty. 
pug nose /pug noze « a short upturned nose. 


LI. 
a 
of the stomach, to vom: 


Pe Pst) sho t cy pr 


Here is one example of how a dictionary page is put together: 


Elements in the Dictionary 


guide words 


abrasive accessible 
e. indicates j abrasive /a-bray-zm} adj 1 causmg abrasion | abundant /o-bun-dant).@ade abundantly /s-bun- 
variation, a abrasive movemenc). 2 harsh or irritating | dant-lee). 
common phrase irae ).ens causes | abuso /a-byoo cb 1 to make wrong use of (abuse 
— Errera eem | ip E ‘der dades) Sos 
D ran- or sexu ri to use 
to the head- ming afveai?}~@ abreast of the times up-co-date. ru quiae n, sh arri eir 
word Eu erg ie to make shorter (abvídge de 
imma je tard ade tof oot eva s 
abroad /1-brawd| act 1 our r own cou! 
abroad). 2 far and wide the 
ficidays p (read die examples 
at-a-glance, ^ adf sudden, hasty (am abvaprde- err fo abymalpe. = in 
spelled-out : j. 1discourtecus fan obrapt reply). eadw dimi tinjn avery deep pit or ravine. ime 
pronunciation = e m abruptness /s-brupt- | academk /1-ca-che-mixy adj 1 af ar conceming eds- 
uide ———— (as 
g — ee academic career). 2 net practical oruseful th 
the body retical fof academic interest). e n cescber'in a 
stresses aaa re college ar university 
shown by absent /ab-sere! adj not present (absent from | academy [1-ca-de-mee] m1 a high scXIfoL 2 a school 
bolds sxhooljebsent, . e n absence /ab-sence). for special sosdies (a aitlitar y A iny). Jas numbered 
absontes /gb-sen-tea! m sameone whois not present. jhe ag acer (the Royal ithi 
labke d À d Jab-sere-mind-ded) adj noc think- Senses within 
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=a 2 free from comtrels ar con- — (ad icf that con- 
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d back from fetes fum amie), 2 net to 


hrer vores a amd two abstatwec). en 
uà b-stalner/^w m abstention /sb-sten- 


aceptable hep el 1 i in receive 

toble gifi d 

ro cme ub ed) Lond, Die 
levels of radia tian). 


abstract /ab-stract/m a summary (am abs ract of —— dicen. es 


the lecture). pes lab-aroct, abstract! 1 exiting 
in tbe mind only. 2 a 
Tealucic images (am abstract patnnieg). 
— foolish. ea absurdity /ab-cur- 


abundance /s-bun-dance| a more than enoug 
plenty (an abamdwece of apples duis year). @ acf 


vb ta find an a compuner Eile (access secret date 


Lo MERE sppnached far 


h understood (accessible tufarmation). enacussi- 


bitty. 


Other types of dictionaries 

There are also other types of dictionaries. Here are two extracts 
taken from a dictionary of names that includes virtually all of 
Scotland’s settlements from villages upwards. It also describes 
topographical features such as rivers, mountains, lochs and islands: 


A 


Aberbrothock see Arbroath. 

Abercairney (Perth & Kinross) ‘Confluence by the thicket’ or ‘cairns’. 
Aber (Brythonic-Pictish) ‘confluence’ or ‘river mouth’; cardden 
(Brythonic) ‘thicket’; with -ach (Scottish Gaelic suffix) indicating 
‘place’; or alternatively cairneach (Scottish Gaelic) ‘place of cairns or 
rough rocks’. 

Aberchirder (Aberdeenshire) ‘Mouth of the dark water’. Aber 
(Brythonic-Pictish) ‘confluence’ or ‘river mouth’; chiar (Scottish 
Gaelic) ‘dark’; dobhar (Brythonic-Gaelic) ‘waters’. 

Aberdeen ‘Mouth of the River Don’. Aber (Brythonic-Pictish) 
‘confluence’ or ‘river mouth’; the second element seems to suggest 
the River Dee, which flows into the North Sea at the centre of 
modern Aberdeen, but the name was recorded as Aberdon in the 
early 12th century and at that time referred to the original settlement 
now known as Old Aberdeen, situated immediately to the north at 
the mouth of the River Don, close to the Cathedral of St Machar. By 
the 13th century, the current name form, probably a conflation of the 
two, was emerging as Aberdoen in 1178 and Aberden in 1214. See 
also Rivers Dee and Don. 

Aberdour (Fife) ‘Mouth of the River Dour’. Aber (Brythonic-Pictish) 
‘confluence’ or ‘river mouth’; . . . 


T 


Tain (Highland) ‘Water’. This old royal burgh, once a pilgrimage 
place to St Duthac's shrine, stands at the mouth of a small river, the 
Tain Water. Once thought to be Norse, the name is now ascribed to a 


Pre-Celtic root-form indicating ‘river’ or ‘water’. It is recorded as: 
Tene in 1227, Tayne in 1375 and Thane in 1483. 

Taing This very common name along the Orkney and Shetland 
coasts is from the Old Norse thang, indicating ‘a low headland’. 
Talisker (Highland) ‘Sloping Rock. T-hallr (Old Norse) ‘sloping’; 
skjaer (Old Norse) ‘rock’. 

Talla (Borders) ‘The brow’. Talg (Brythonic) ‘front’ or ‘brow’. 

Tanera (Highland) ‘Harbour isle’. T-h-fnar (Old Norse) ‘harbour’; ey 
(Old Norse) ‘isle’. There are two Taneras in the Summer Isles, 
differentiated in Gaelic as Mor, ‘big’ and Beag, ‘small’. 

Tankerness (Orkney) ‘Tancred’s cape’. Tancred (Old Norse and 
Norman personal name); nes (Old Norse) ‘headland’ or ‘cape’. 
Tantallon (East Lothian) ‘High-fronted fort’. Din (Brythonic) ‘fort’; 
talgan (Brythonic) ‘of the high front’ or ‘of the high brow’. 

Taransay (Western Isles) ‘Isle of (St) Taran’. Taran (Pictish personal 
name); ey (Old Norse) ‘island’. 

Tarbat Ness (Highland) ‘Cape of the isthmus’. Tairbeart (Scottish 
Gaelic) ‘isthmus’ or ‘portage point’; nes (Old Norse) ‘cape’ or 
‘headland’. 


Extracts taken from Scottish Place Names by George Mackay 
(Geddes & Grosset, 2003). 


Thesaurus 

A thesaurus is another useful tool. You use it to search for words that 
are similar to (Synonyms) or the opposite of (antonyms) other words. 
It can help you to look for words or phrases that are similar to or 


mean the exact opposite of the one you have thought of so that you 
can choose the word or phrase that is best for your purpose. 


Example of a thesaurus 

Below is an extract from of a thesaurus. You want to describe 
somebody as a nice, pleasant person, but 'nice' is a very overused 
word and you are looking for something a bit more interesting. If you 
look up ‘nice’ this is the kind of thing you will get: 


nibble v5 (mice nibbling on a piece of 
cheese) bite, gnaw, munch. 

nice adj 1 (His father is a nice person) 
pleasant, friendly, kind, agreea- 
ble, charming. 2 (We had a nice 
time at the theatre) pleasant, en- 
joyable, delightful. 3 (It was a nice 
day for the wedding) fine, sunny, 
dry. 4 (There is a nice distinction in 
meaning between the two words) 
fine, subtle, minute, precise. 

night n (when night fell) night-time, 
darkness, dark. W 


a night owl someone who is in 
the habit of staying up very late 
at night (She is a real night owl. 
She rarely goes to bed before 2 
a.m. ). 


Word Power English Thesaurus by Betty Kirkpatrick 
(Geddes & Grosset, 2013) 


Encyclopedia 

An encyclopedia is a book, or series of books, that covers a wide 
range of topics and subjects. You can access encyclopedias in 
libraries or in some cases in digital format online. 


An encyclopedia is a starting point for facts about a topic, and 
often includes illustrations, maps and photographs. Most are 
organised alphabetically, some by category and sometimes entries 
are cross-referenced. There are some examples of encyclopedic 
entries below. 

In very complex volumes there may also be an index. So, for 
example, if you wanted to know about the pyramids and the gods 
and goddesses of ancient Egypt, you would search in the index 
under ‘Egypt’, and then look for the category of ‘Ancient Egypt’. 

The style of writing of an encyclopedia entry is very much more 
explanatory than that of a dictionary. It is factual rather than 
linguistic. Rather than defining a word and giving its sources, 
technical details about a subject or topic are given. 


Extracts from Compact Encyclopedia (Geddes & Grosset, 2008) 


drainage 


tions permit, c.g. if the water table is near 
to the surface, creating a spring, or the 
geology is such that an artesian well (see 
AQUIFER) is created, then an oasis may 
develop within a bot desert, providing an 
island of geen. 

Hot deserts are found in Africa, Aus- 
tralia, the United States, Chile and cold 
deserts in the Arctic, castern Argentina 
and mountainous regions. Some hot desert 
extremes are: 


The process whereby desert condi- 
tions and procemes extend to new arcas 
adjacent to cxisting deserts is called de- 
sertification. 

drainage thc movement of water derived 
from rain, snowfall and the melting of ice 


in its discharge iato the sca. Underlying 
rocks, how they are and whether 
there are any structural features that the 
water may follow influence the flow of 


shape (e.g. an igneous intrusion). 
è drainage pattern where the 
tributaries imply e direction cf flow 
contrary to what actually happens 
stroarme flowing outwords bom a 
higher area. 


Geocomp ano Geowoay 


centripetal tho flow of straame into a central 
depression where there may be a 
lake of river. 


When a drainage pattern is a direct re- 
sult of the uaderhing geology, it is said to 
be accordant (the opposite casc being 
discordant ). 


earthquake movement of the carth, which 
is often violent, caused by the sudden 
release of stress that may have accumu- 
lated over a long period. Waves of distur- 
bance—4eismác wavcs—sprcad out from 
the origin, or focus, of the carthquake, 
which is most likely tobe movement along 
a rAULT, although some arc associated with 
volcanic activity. 

Earthquakes are classified by their 
depth of focus: shallow (less than 70 kilo- 
metres/44 miles); intermediate (70-300 
kilomctres/44-187 miles); deep (more 
thaa 300 kilometees/187 miles). 

Over three-quarters of carthquake 
energy is concentrated in a belt around 
the This & because most scismic 
activity occurs at the margins of tectonic 
plates (see PLATE TECTONICS). This means 
that certain regions of the world are more 
likely to suffer carthquakes, c.g. the West 
Coast of North and South America, Japan, 
the Philippines, Southeast Asia and New 
Zealand 


Areas of earthquake activity 


The cffects of carthquakes are natu- 
rally very alarming and can be quite 
catastrophic, Near the focus, ground waves 
actually throw the land surface about. 
Surface effects may include the opening 
of fissures (large cracks), the breaking of 
roads asd pipes, buckling and twisting of 
railroad lines, and the collapse of bridges 
and buildings. Secondary effects can be 
equally destructive if the ground vibrations 
initiate landslides, avalanches and TsuNAMI 


Atlas 


chrysalis 


males and females The 23rd pair are the 
sex chromosomes, which in males look like 
an XY and in females an XX. Although 
the chromosomes look similar in all indi- 
viduals belonging to a particular species, 
the genes that they carry are all slightly 
different, hence cach onc is totally unique. 
See also HEREDITY and MUTATION. 

Chrysalis see LARVA AND METAMORPHOSIS. 

Circult an electrically conducting path that 
when complete allows a current to flow 
through it. A circuit may be very simple 
consisting merely of a battery connected 
by copper wire to a bulb and then back to 
the opposite terminal of the battery. When 
cells and batteries were first made (in the 
carly 1800s by the Italian scientist, Count 
Alessandro Volta), how charge moved 
around a circuit remained a mystery. The 
convention became that current flowed 
as a positive charge from the positive 
terminal around to the negative terminal. 
This is contrary to what actually happens 
since clectrons flow in the opposite direc- 
tion, but the convention remains (see also 
ELECTRICITY). 


A simple circuit diagram 


i |i two osla 

—(p— galvanometer 

—]-8— copocitator 

——.— switch 

—^w— alkemative 

resistor 

circulation (of the blood) the process by 
which blood is moved around an animal's 
body by the pumping action of the heart. 
The blood carries oxygen and food to all 
the cells of the body and also takes carbon 
dioxide from them to the lungs where it is 
eliminated. Blood that contains oxygen 
(oxygenated blood) is pumped through 
blood vessels called arteries by the left 
side of the heart. As the arteries reach 
the tissues and organs they become very 
tiny (arterioles and capillaries). Here blood 
releases its oxygen (becoming deoxygen- 
ated), and this is picked up and used by 
cells. Cells release carbon dioxide into the 
deoxygenated blood as it passes through 
more capillaries The blood is now trans- 
ported through tiny vessels (venues) that 


resistor 


Science AND TECHNOLOGY 


classification 


become larger veins and then it passes 
back to the right side of the beart. From 
here it passes to the lungs where carbon 
dioxide is rekased and oxygen is picked 
up before it returns to the left side of the 
heart once again. 

This type of blood circulation isdescribed 
as ‘double’. The heart is divided into two 
sides, cach acting as an independent pump 
with no communication between them. 
Eachside is further divided into two cham- 
bers, the upper onc iscalled the atium and 
collects incoming blood, passing it to the 
lower ventricle. This is a strong, muscular 
pump that contracts and pumps blood out 
cither to the body or to the lungs. Arteries 
always carry oxygenated blood, except for 
the pulmonary artery which takes blood 
from the heart to the lungs. Veins always 
transport deoxygenated blood, except for 
the pulmonary vein which takes oxygen- 
ated blood from the lungs to the heart. 


Systemic and pulmonary circulation 


CIASS see CLASSIFICATION. 
classification a means of grouping living 
organisms together according to how 
similar they are to cach other. For the carly 
biologists, the physical similarities be- 
tween organisms were the most important 
feature, but increasingly in modem times 
the similaritics between organisms at a 
genctic kvel have become more important 
in understanding their relationships. 
One main method of classification is 
most commonly recognised, and this was 


An atlas is a collection of maps. Traditionally, these maps were 
bound in a book, but they are now also available in digital formats. 
Maps are usually organised alphabetically under geographical, 
political and historical categories. The best way to find the map you 


are looking for is by searching in the table of contents or in the index, 
as in the following extracts: 


Page no. Page no. 

EUROPE (Ctd.) 
THE WORLD Central Europe 36-37 
Legend 2-3 Scandinavia and The Baltic 38 
World, political; population; time zones 4-5 

ASIA 
NORTH AMERICA Asia, political 39 
North America, political 6 Northern Russia 40-41 
Canada 7 Eastern Russia 42-43 
Eastem Canada 8-9 Asia, Southwestern 44-45 
Western Canada 10-11 India and Southeast Asia 46-47 
USA 12-13 Central Asia and China 48-49 
Eastern USA 14-15 Japan and EastAsia 50-51 
Central USA 16-17 East Indies 52-53 
Western USA 18-19 Japan 54 
Mexico 20-21 
Central America and Caribbean 22 AFRICA 

Africa, political 55 
SOUTH AMERICA Northern Africa 56-57 
South America, political 23 Southern Africa 58 
South America 24-25 

AUSTRALIA 
EUROPE Oceania 59 
Europe, political 26 Australia 60-61 
British Isles 27 New Zealand 62 
England and Wales 28-29 
Scotland 30 POLAR REGIONS 
Ireland 31 Polar Regions 63 
France 32 
Spain and Portugal 33 The World, Oceans 64 
Italy and The Balkans 34 
Turkey 35 Index 65-112 


Extracts from Atlas of the World (Geddes & Grosset, 
2008) 
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Directory 
A directory is a list of individuals and organisations that is organised 
alphabetically or thematically with details such as names, addresses, 
telephone numbers or other data. 

Examples of this sort of reference material are a telephone 
directory, the "Who's Who’ directory of people who are ‘influential’ 


and ‘noteworthy’ and directories of major towns, cities and countries 
in the world. Directories are very useful if you are looking for 
information about a particular person or place. If you are an 
investigative journalist, you will be used to thumbing through hard 
copy or digital directories! 


Reference for writers 

There are many reference works out there which are specifically 
geared towards writers, or are particularly useful for those writing 
creatively — either fiction or non-fiction. Among these are: 


Writers' and Artists' Yearbook 

Published annually, this is an up-to-date guide to getting published, 

filled with advice and information for writers. 
http://www.writersandartists.co.uk/ 


Rhyming dictionary 

There are many different rhyming dictionaries out there. These are of 
obvious use to poets and songwriters, but are a helpful tool for lots of 
other types of writer, too. For example, those writing headlines or 
titles for articles may find inspiration here. 


Grammar books 
There are many different grammar and usage books available, for all 
different needs — whether you are a grammar fiend or the word 


'grammar' alone is enough to send you running for cover. They 
range from the dry and factual to the informal and chatty, even funny! 
Be sure to read blurbs and reviews before buying to get an idea of 
level, content and tone. 


Emotional thesaurus 

This is a more unusual one, but is a fantastic idea for fiction writers. 
The thesaurus lists many different emotions alongside the physical 
cues, internal sensations and mental responses which are 
associated with experiencing that emotion — ideal for writers who 
wish to make their character's behaviour and mentality as realistic as 
possible. There are also lists of potential future results associated 
with each emotion, which can help with plot development ideas. Try 
The Emotional Thesaurus: A Writer's Guide to Character Expression 
by Angela Ackerman and Becca P Puglisi (2012). 


Names books 

General baby-name books and sites, and those geared specifically 
to writers (such as The Writer's Digest Character Naming 
Sourcebook by Sherrilyn Kenyon [Writer's Digest Books, 2010]) can 
help fiction writers who want to find the ideal name to fit a character. 


Inspirational books 
The Pocket Muse: Ideas and Inspiration for Writing by Monica Wood 
(Writer's Digest Books, 2004) and similar books provide prompts and 


photos to spark ideas and get your creative juices flowing, as well as 
advice to help all writers. 


Quotations books 

There are many collections of quotations available, including The 
Oxford Dictionary of Quotations. Reading these provides not only an 
an excellent opportunity to study the power of a carefully considered, 
well-structured sentence. It is also an opportunity to consider 
themes, to spark ideas and to draw inspiration. 


WRITING YOUR OWN NON-FICTION 
COMPOSITION 


We have looked at a number of different types of fiction writing, and 
what they involve. We're now going to look at the things you need to 
keep in mind when you are writing your own non-fiction composition 
— whether that is a biography, a cookery book, a travel article or a 
computer manual. 


Research 

Research is essential in non-fiction. You need to know your subject 
or topic thoroughly before you write about it, and that means that you 
need good research skills. Here are some points to help you. 


What information are you looking for? 

Think back to Chapter 3 and the advice given on writing for learning. 
It sounds obvious, but it's worth saying again: you need to know 
what you're looking for before you start looking for it. What is your 
subject or topic? Who is the person you are writing a biography 
about? Which phone are you writing a manual for? Which aspects 
does your travel article have to cover? Once you know this, you can 
start looking for appropriate research material. 


Where can you find that information? 


There are many different types and source of information, but the 
main ones for non-fiction writing are: 


* primary sources — such as people, interview transcripts, diaries, 
letters, original artefacts, data and photographs 

* secondary sources - such as the reference materials listed 
above, books, journals and the internet 


Looking for information can be daunting, so use all the help you 
can get. 

When you are researching and using primary sources, make 
sure you do the following: 


* Check that they are authentic. 

* Ensure that you have permission to use them — is Mrs Brown 
happy for you to use her grandmother's shortbread recipe in your 
charity cookery book? 

* Check that you have all the information you need from your 
interview before you leave — you probably won't be able to go back 
and ask further questions. 


When you are looking for secondary sources try the following: 


* Look through the contents page and index of reference material — 
this will tell you quickly whether the information you are looking for 
is there. 

* Ask the librarian for help if you are having problems using the 
library cataloguing system. 

e Stay focussed! Don't go wandering off onto websites that have 
nothing to do with your project. 

* Stick to two or three sources on the internet at one time. You can 
come back for more. 


* Don't go past the first page of your search engine. 
* Don't believe everything you read on the internet — stick to 
reputable sites. If in doubt, ask around. 


And remember, you can't beat first-hand experience as a form of 
research. If you are writing about a place to spend the night, then 
you won't get the information you need from the internet — you have 
to go there yourself and check it out. 


Accuracy 

Accuracy is also essential in non-fiction writing. You can let your 
imagination run riot when you are writing fiction, but you must get 
your facts straight if you are writing a recipe or telling somebody how 
to assemble a television stand. Your reader won't be very happy if 
they burn their food because you told them it was 60 minutes at 120 
degrees, rather than 120 minutes at 60 degrees! 

And if there is a health and safety aspect to what you are writing, 
you must be particularly careful about accuracy because people's 
safety could be put at risk. 

For example, if you have to prepare an instruction leaflet about 
how to set up and connect a television or DVD and your instructions 
are wrong, you could potentially cause a very dangerous situation. 

If in doubt, ask somebody else to check what you've written and 
actually try it out. 


Organising your information 


Now that you have researched your information, don't let it 
overwhelm you. Organise it and you'll be able to use it effectively: 


* Keep going back to your subject or topic. What information are you 
looking for? 

* Plan your writing, so you know what your structure is going to be. 

* |gnore any information that is too detailed or not relevant. 

* Remember to write down the author, title, place of publication, 
publisher, date of publication, page numbers and web addresses 
for articles from books, journals, periodicals, encyclopedias. Make 
sure that web links are current at the time of writing, and convert 
them to working hyperlinks. This way, you will build a bibliography 
as you go along. 


Acknowledging sources/copyright 
This last point is very important. You must identify all the material in 
your biography, article, manual, instruction leaflet or scientific paper 
that is not your own — no matter where it comes from or what it is. If 
you copy text, diagrams, photographs, art, music or web pages 
without acknowledging their source, then you are infringing copyright 
law, and could be prosecuted. 

Copyright stays with the originator during his or her lifetime, and 
with the heirs to their estate for 70 years after their death. 


References 

Because of the copyright issue, you should make a list of all the 
references to books, journals, periodicals and websites you have 
used in your work. You should also acknowledge primary sources 


that you have used, and actually make sure that you are allowed to 
use them. 

Refer back to Chapter 3 for more detailed information about how 
to present references. This will only really apply if you are doing a 
piece of traditional technical writing. 


Beware cut and paste and plagiarism! 
Copying and pasting text into your own work without using quotation 
marks or citing it appropriately is a form of plagiarism. 

Plagiarism is when you take somebody else's ideas or writing 
and present them as your own. If you do this, you will probably fail 
your essay or thesis. 

When you are taking notes, decide what information you need 
from your source, and then write or summarise it in your own words. 
That way, you won't be tempted — consciously or subconsciously — to 
copy the source, word for word. 

Don't cut and paste from the internet. You can easily forget that 
you have taken somebody else's work and put it into your own — 
especially if you change the font to the one you are using. 

Remember that plagiarism is cheating. 


Style and tone 

The style and tone of your writing will very much depend on what it is 
and what its purpose is. For example, a travel article will be informal 
and chatty, while a scientific paper will be objective and factual. 


Planning your composition 
Once you have researched and gathered your information for your 
non-fiction composition, you will need to plan it. 

Here are some tips to help you do this: 


* Get a piece of paper and write down all your ideas. Don't worry 
about perfect writing at this point — just get the content down. 

* Get a clean piece of paper. Put the topic box in the middle of the 
page. 

* Now think about your main ideas — what are they? 

* Draw lines from the topic box to these main ideas. 

* Now add information where you think it sits within these main 
ideas. 

* Make links between the main ideas. 


Structuring your composition 

Once you've got your plan worked out, it's time to structure your 
composition. Again, this will vary according to what you are writing. 
Have a look at the suggestions on the next two pages. 


Biography 
The structure of a biography might look like this: 


* Contents 

* Prologue 

* The early years and influences 
* [he middle years 

* The later years 

* Bibliography 


* List of illustrations 
* Index 


Recipe collection 
The structure of a recipe collection or cookery book might look like 
this: 


* Foreword 

* Acknowledgements 

* Introduction 

e Starters 

* Main courses 

e Salads and vegetables 
* Desserts 

* Equipment 

* Index 


Operating instructions for a communication camera 
The structure for operating instructions might look like this: 


* Safety precautions 

* Handling precautions 
* Installation 

* Connection 

* Using the camera 

* Maintenance 

* Specifications 

* Warranty 


Staying relevant, objective and factual 
Structuring your non-fiction composition will help you to stay 
relevant, objective and factual. 

If you wander off subject, your reader will lose interest and give 
up cooking the recipe, looking for a decent restaurant to eat in or 
putting the chest of drawers together. And just because you dont like 
the owner of the hotel or restaurant doesn't mean to say that he 
provides bad food or service. 

We've already covered the need for accuracy and facts — but it's 
worth saying again that you need to get your facts right! 


The writing process — non-fiction 

Like all types of writing, there is a process for writing non-fiction. 

Aspects of this process will vary slightly, depending on the genre, or 

type of non-fiction you are writing. But it will help you to focus your 

thoughts and give you somewhere to start on your biography, 

manual, recipe book, travel article, scientific paper — or whatever! 
Here's the suggested process: 


* Define the purpose of this piece of writing. Why are you writing 
it and who are your readers? If you are writing a short biography, 
who is it about and who wants to know about them? If you are 
writing a manual, who will be using it? If you are writing an 
engineering paper, who and what is it for? 

* Research the information you need. This will obviously depend 
on what you are writing. You might need to interview people, use 
the internet or look in an archive or museum to get the information 
you need. If you are compiling a recipe book, you will probably 


have to get into the kitchen and try some of the recipes out 
yourself. 

* Plan and structure. Again, this will depend on what you are 
writing. The structure of a biography will be based on the sequence 
of events in a person's life. A recipe book will probably be divided 
into categories like starters, main courses and desserts. An 
instruction leaflet to set up a DVD will go through a strict sequential 
process from opening up the box to pressing the 'on' button. 
Whatever the subject or topic, a clear plan and structure will help 
you to make sense of all the information you have gathered, and 
this will help you to produce an organised, clear and concise piece 
of writing. 

* Write your first draft. Do a rough draft — don't worry too much 
about how it looks at this stage — just get the information down on 
paper. 

* Revise and edit. Refer back to Chapter 2 for advice. 

* Identify any missing information. Revising and editing your 
writing usually reveals any gaps that need to be filled. 

* Cut out what you don't need. The editing process also reveals 
what you don't need! 

* Write the final draft. Give it to a 'critical friend' to look over. 


KEEP READING AND WRITING 


KEEP READING 


The quickest way to better English writing is to keep reading — 
anything and everything you can get your hands on! 
Here's a list to get you started. 


Newspapers 

There are newspapers published in English in every country in the 
world — many of them online. They will keep you up-to-date with 
current affairs as well as improving your English. Look out for the 
five Ws and an H' structure and keep an eye out for spin! The more 
you read, the more you will be able to analyse how writing skills and 
techniques are being used. 


Magazines and ezines 

As with newspapers, there are magazines published in English all 
over the world, and there is now a huge selection of ezines on the 
internet. They cover all different sorts of interests and topics so read 
up on your favourite hobby while you are improving your English 
language skills. 


Fiction 

There are some wonderful books out there. It can be overwhelming 
thinking about where to start. Think about reading some of the 
classics, like Jane Eyre by Charlotte Bronté, To Kill a Mockingbird by 
Harper Lee, Oliver Twist by Charles Dickens and Pride and 
Prejudice by Jane Austen. If a book has won a prize like the Man 
Booker Prize or the Pulitzer Prize it is usually (though not always) an 
indication that the book is going to be worth reading and is likely to 
reveal exemplary writing skills. 

Choose from the great writers of the different genres of fiction: 
John Buchan (thrillers), Ray Bradbury (science fiction), Robert Louis 
Stevenson (adventure), Raymond Chandler (crime), Bram Stoker 
(horror), Emily Bronté (romance). Often genres are more useful for 
booksellers than readers but it's a starting point. 

Look for writers who challenge our conception of the role of 
narrator such as Italo Calvino and Vladimir Nabokov. And writers 
who pay particular attention to the inner lives of their characters such 
as Iris Murdoch, Fyodor Dostoyevsky, Leo Tolstoy, George Eliot and 
Marcel Proust. 

Look at writers who defy categorisation such as Muriel Spark. 
Spark's minimalist narratives, especially in her later work, leave as 
many things unstated as stated. Other writers who have a somewhat 
similar approach to narrative are Evelyn Waugh and Ivy Compton 
Burnett. 

Read writers in translation such as Calvino, Dostoyevsky, Tolstoy, 
Proust, Emile Zola, Gabriel Garcia Marquez and Haruki Murakami. 
Consider the great responsibility that a translator has in interpreting 
these works. 


Non-fiction 
Read the biographies and autobiographies of your favourite actors, 
politicians, sportsmen or women or musicians. Read travel journals 
and histories. Read recipe books (some people do that for pure 
enjoyment). Assess how well manuals and instruction leaflets are 
doing their job. 


Textbooks and 'how to' materials 

If you enjoyed using this book, there are also lots of other textbooks 
and 'how to' books available that will help you with spelling, 
grammar, punctuation, vocabulary and general writing skills. 


Blogs 

Go online and read some interesting blogs. There are an 
overwhelming number of them out there so why not start by looking 
for those on subjects in which you are interested. Some blogs are 
better than others, but again, you can use your own knowledge and 
skills to analyse them. Note which blogs you enjoy reading, and why. 
Ask yourself what it is about the writer's style and approach that you 
like. 


Newsletters 

Again, there are lots of newsletters out there, and if you go into any 
business website, you will probably find they are using an online 
newsletter as a marketing tool. 


If you buy a product online, you will probably receive a newsletter 
regularly from the company to tell you about new products and 
offers. 

Clubs and groups often produce newsletters to tell members 
about forthcoming events and exciting news. Look at these with a 
critical eye. Have they been well written? Do they communicate 
information clearly and concisely? Are they appropriate for the 
audience? If not, how would you improve them? 


KEEP WRITING 


Practice makes perfect — so write whenever you have the 
opportunity. Here are some suggestions to get you writing regularly: 


Diary 

Keep a diary. Record your thoughts, feelings and the events of the 
day every day, or as often as you can. You never know, it could 
become an important archive one day! Think of Anne Frank, Samuel 
Pepys, the Journals of Captain Cook and Charles Darwin's Beagle 
diary. 


Blog 
You could start up a blog and air your thoughts about issues or ideas 
you are interested in. Or you could start a blog about a hobby or 
interest that you are enthusiastic about and want to share with 
others. 


Letters and cards 
Write letters to friends and family telling them your news. Or send a 
card to say thank you for a present or for an invitation to dinner. 
People love to receive letters and cards in the post — its more 
personal than an email. 


Essays and compositions 

If you are a student, the more essays and compositions you write, 
the more your writing skills will develop and the better your writing 
will be. 


Newspapers 

Try writing articles and features for your local newspaper and send 
them to the editor. You never know — you might get them published. 
Write about something that you feel strongly about, or that you know 
a lot about. 


Magazines and ezines 

You could also try writing articles on your particular interest or hobby 
and sending them to magazine and ezine editors. The number of 
ezines in particular is growing every week, so you could find one that 
you could contribute to on a regular basis. Or you could set up your 
own! 


Good luck and keep writing! 
Now that you have finished this book, you will have (hopefully!) 
learned plenty of tips and techniques to improve your written English 
and make it more readable and interesting. You will be able to write 
clearly and effectively, and to come across in a memorable and 
professional way. 

Good luck and keep writing! 
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